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U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
September 20, 2016 

 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 

 
  

 
FOIPA Request No.: 1356983-000 
Subject: RORTY, JAMES HANCOCK 

 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
  

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act.  Enclosed is one CD containing 149 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions.  This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

 
Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this release.   

 
 Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject, 
you may request an additional search for records.  Submit your request by mail or fax to – Work Process 
Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request 
Number in your correspondence.   
 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).  This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request.  Your patience is appreciated. 
 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States  
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you  
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site:  
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.”  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 
  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home


 

 
 
 You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

Enclosure(s)  

mailto:ogis@nara.gov
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government  service 

he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 
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IN REPL.Y, PL.EASE REFER TO 

FIL.E No. l2)-72l.S -- t 
, ... L . , 1·-1clJ' i -•. , 
1\J- -\_.•L •. ! .. t • '':) 

• • ~ .. dt.e:b ifttbs il.epttdm.ent nf Ilua-. :c.e 
111'-e:b.erttl 1Jlur.ettu nf J!ntt.estigtttinn 

musl]ingfnn ~5, m. (!!:. 
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Date: 
DECE?..U~~l, 1~ 19.50 

AIR MAIL, SPECIAL DELIVERY 

To~ SAC, 

From: J. Edgar Hoover, Director 

Subject: 

You are requested to conduct an investigation of the above named 
individual. The instructions contained in Section 103, Volume 3 of the Manual 
of Instructions and Chapter 7-8, Part 3 of the FBI Handbook should be observed 
in connection with this investigation. This case is to be assigned immediately 
and reports of the complete investigation must. be submitted Air Mail Suecial . ' . 
Deh very, where proper, by D'SC?:'~"1~ ::6, l95:i * 

Address: Flatbrockville~ 
new .Jersey-

Birth date: yarch 30, 1890 
Birthplace: l!iddlntmm, ~r. Y. 

i - - ·- ~--- ~ 
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(100..273014) . 
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!fa DttenuatieUl"S .JaJua B~ prof. ot pbiloiOPl\r-V.T.V.s "i-8 C..-.v, 
tot~~u edi~r nf tM Dd.ly ~8er"J .tamee Rwt71 Wl"ittr", trtlatba Qould, Hf1tl. 
nrgaaiaer• Y.P.s.r-" the HMdbiU nated tbftt the r~ wu undeF tha aUpt.oee 
tli.-~67"-SCo"r''lat trol'kua h:i"t7", U6 tras.ftN!\7 PlAP, w.r.c. 
Rufer to New Yr>rk letter tc> the BVe• dato 4-l.?--26 captioaed, •Re1 CciiiiUDillt 
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!be BVen•• toes conWD a phoioata\io copy of • oS.J'culaa- lettar claW 7-'t-36 
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Ran1, amcq otbara 18 l1ned as a eM\~ to th18 publioation. 
(61-b26-22Q) 

DO not _,n~ tlfba Batton• or the '*Hn Maa~••"• Vari1)' appl:S.cmt•• ~sent 
'With theee pub11eatt£na trnm o~ S!lurGele no not cwn1l&Ot lfilHam Slcane 
ASICoiate•• 
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"FO!lM Ds-6id .• - A DEPARTMENT OF STATE • 

6-5-50 - . •QuEsr FpR IH-vEsTJGArroN . __ ~ A ., ,. . . • ~ ·.···•·Jc:: .. 
THIS FORM TO BE USED FOR INC.,.tBENT EMPLOYEES ~ND APPLICAIVTS FOR EMPLOYMENT WHERE }.}J~s:ifrGJ.-'FION 1S" 1

TO BE 

CONDUCTED BY THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION AS REQUIRED IN SEC. lOOl,PUBLIC LAW 402, 80th CONGRESS 

1. FULL NAME 
(initlals and abridge-

menta of ful 1 name are 

not acceptable) 

MR 
(First) 

MRs ... r • James. 
MISS 

(Middle) (Maiden, if any) (Last) 

~k 
c~ot used) 

2. PLACE OF B'IRTH y DATE OF BIRTH 
Middletov.n, 1.1. · WY~--------~----~~----~~--~~- ~-~~~~L:a~Lr~cn~3~0~-~~I=8~9~0--~----~ 

3. CIT I ZEN: IF NATURAL! ZED: NUMBER ((/, '- PLACE OF NATURAL! ZAT I ON 

. . . ·' . . -;:- L } _; 
18 YES DATE OF NATURALIZATION ' -' XJ ' - # 
D NO t.,. f ~ 1;(..-, I ~ "· -~/ 4:' - · , 4 _. 

~ . EDUCATION (Circle highest grade complet e d): , (A) GIVE NAM~ AND~OCATION OF LAST HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDED 

1 2 3- ~ 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

MARK (X) THE APPROPRIATF ROX TO INDICATE SATISFACTORY 
COMPLETION OF: 

D ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 0 JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

.18i:SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

. Middleto?;n, 1~ .Y. 
(B) SUBJECTS STUDIE.D IN HIGH SCHOOL WHICII ,\PPLY TO 
POSIT I O_N DES IRED 

- (c~·ME AND .L~CATION OF 14~~gR 
DATES ATTENDED YEARS COMPLETED DEGREES CO.NFERRED SE14ES

TER 
~OLLEGE OR UN IVERS·ITY SPECIALTY FROM To DAY NIGHT TITLE DATE c~0E~R~~ 

TOTr::t 
/ .- . '""' 

. 
8~" tl.edford, Ivlass. History _,. 

~·~5~--~C~O~HP~~=rrr~EM~P~L~OY~M~E~HT~H~IS~W~RY~~r---------------~~--------·~-~~----~~~~~~~~----~ 
Wf: DAT-ES TITLE OF POSIT ION EMPLOYER ADDRESS OF' J;MPLOYER •• 

~~946-4< Consultant TVA' . Knoxville,-Tenn. 
N)" 1934-3~ Corresnondent N .. Y.Post and The Nation N.Y .. C. 
"" 1924-2E Editor New Masses :N.Y.C. 

lc 10~n-?. r!nn"'" VJMT.A,. MP.r!Ann ~. - San F'rSnc1sco, 
5 '"' 1919'-2( Publicity Sec. Natl. Org. for Public Health Nursing 
Jl( 1913-1' Copy Hriter McCann Co. 

·1y 1926-3< Copy 't-Triter Ba.tten,Barton,Durst!bne &-osborn ~T.Y.c. 
1930 to date - self-e:mploy:~d free lane~ writer -Publishers.:- 1-lilliam Sloane Assoc. 

'I tJ y~------ MacMillan, Tobn Day Co., H:1.J". ~orton, Prentice Hill; N.Y.C • 
. 

! Other E~IIIPlo:vers:- Henr:v Ha:~s. Eric Hoddns. Fort1me l?a9:e.zine Victor Lindlahr, 
~ 

6. DATES AND PlACES OF RES I DE"CE FOR. lAST 10 YEARS 
DATE STREET CITY STATE OR COUNTRY 

Jflatbronkville lte~ Jersev 

-----.,.... 
TallrJ AQ 

~ ~ 

1~46-47 uak Road 
, ... -

Tollr-.. 

1945 - 'ib il~tbrookville V 
<ovER) 1: e\'1; J ;-

. ,_ 
' .. 
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PAGE FOUR 

Your have previously been instructed as to the manner in which reference 
SOL LEVITA&., Editor of the !JGW Let1.der, choulcl be intervie;-:ad. :r.:r. Levitas 
of course, should be interviewed by a mature, experienced Special ~ent. 

You should check your indicees prior to intervie'\7 vrlth the following references; 
Robert MOrris, Law,ror; Sidney Hook, Professor; and Elliot Cohen, editor of 
ncommentaryn. If your fi.1.es contain info:rmation which would indicate that in
terviews ·with o.ny of these refe:i.~ences woul1 O!fl ur.7iis:?, c:r· cour~E~, t.b:J intervievr 
tlhou.ld. not b o cc-r:ducted. 

¥7ASIID\G'ION FlliiD 

There are tran:::;:rl. ttE1d here'\':i th photo.static copies o1· two rE:ports re.1.c-.ting to 
the '*Hunger l.farch Incidentsn which occurred L'l'l wazhir~gton, D. c. in 1932. 
One rep{)rt covers Deceml.1er ,,6 c:l' J..932. The oth:::r report i.E~ do.ted December .?, 
1932• Pe.rtinent :portions o1' these report.J shou.Ld be incorporated in your current 
rE.·port. Th::J iniornation shou.Lcl be attriibu·hed to a confidential Infcrm~:~nto 
(61-6699-386) (961-6699-380) 
The name James Rorty appears in Di8s Committee Report #l, pages 380, 530. 

Siur DIEGO 

App.Lic:mt lists an arrest for V::1gro.ncy at :&1. centro, CaLifornia, in March of 
1943o He states he We5 released the r:<.orning follm'i'ing the arrest and trat 
that arrest was maa.e durin5 dq;~re::::sion strikes in the Imperinl Valley. It 
appears that the yea~ 1943 is a t~~ographical error and that th9 year of arrest 
wos ~ore likely ~934. Secure the details concerning this ~rrest. 

BOS'l'OU 

Applicant claims tha-'G in l{ay of 1927 he was arrested in Boston, l!assachusetts 
for disorclerls conduct; clisposi tic·n, rcle.J.sed. Secure tho detailz of this 
arrccto 

Isaac Don Levine should be intervi.svmcl by a uo.ture, e:;...-pC>rienccd Special }.gent 
pr~viding your !i~es contain no information which would indicat0 such an 
interview to be un"w·J:i.se. 

ALL OFFICES 

This case is to be assigned only to :mature, experienced Special Agents -r;ho 
should be circumspect in conductinG their interviews. Persons intf1rvleued 
should be ini'0rmed that ::pp.Licant is being investigated by this Bure8.u inasr.1uch 
a::; ho has applied for a position Ydth the Voice of America Sect.ion of the 
State Dept. 
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REPORT SUBMITTED AMSD TODAY. 
~ 1' 

END ACK PLS 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

Office Memorandum . uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

DATE: '/tl j.J- I 

DE.b.DLINE D.b..TE; I 1- /"~-- (., /ro 

This case \'till be 9-elinauent because 
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0 0 

==-=~ii'ijiiijijijjjijjjii~=:=~~~~~::;:-:--~- \ . r=:= -... ..." .... . . ::a:::J ..... . - -- -

. ·. A~$1 , (~ ., · A~aaa . 
~ ] _.._.. ___________ _ 

.• , • _','_ i, . ' 'D.I...&.'-.a-te I . ' · , 
,{ Birthdates SUPVa____ ~-~ -------:SUPVI 

:• -·· ·' . ·•, -----
"_.,_..-
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()• --------:::·' .. ·~ .. ··· ... ~·...:~r -. 
Address a ----------~- , r • o; _·.:...·'-;_ .. _ ... _J·_. ----
lirthdates _____ .-sUPVr. __ --:,._ t :,· ~~s• 

]._! I':._. . ------------
lliac•~-------~se::arc:=th8=r--- f : .•.... Birthdaty _____ .-SUPVr. ___ _ 

Bl . oat.e 11- ~ "LIDitial. , "$'" ----
lfi&CII --------w.~~=------- searcher 
Bl . nat.e ,.f- c.:\.. Initial . ~ 6' ---- . 

.... ... 
~1 I . • I 

I ,. 

t 

! 
I 
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James. 1H. Rort.y · ,.,_ ,L 

~· 0-N \ t\ ,J '\ . 
Ma.r.ch, 194:l: vagrancy El Cent.·:ro·:, CaJ.if'. Released neXt 

morni ng 
(Arrest ma:de <·duri,ng "depression 'Strikes ±n ImperiU Valle 

. 5D. 

" May, 1927· ·disord~:rly conduct Boston, Mass. Released 
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NE!J Y0RK, Nrn YORK 
January 8, 1951 

·-

!.liA'.IT, ~GlJl';.' .b.fJ/... 
J.M~ HANCOCK ROTITY, 

•i f_ 
!\KA JAW:S Fi>PTY, JAMTS H.r...RORTY DASH VOA. BUFILE <NE 

TW"'l~TY THREE DA8H SF\T~ ~ .. 0 FOUR riGHT, BUL'!i.T TO NY, Dr.::G1J.IDFR T\'!T.TJV'S LAST. 

ERIC HCDGINS, FOR WH<lt APPLTC!JNT DID FRE!o: Lt\NCB WOF.K nr RECn7T YBAFS, CN 

LEAVE FROM FORTINE MAGAZINE, NYC, liND IS RJiSIDmG THRRE THREE FOUR ILL11IAW 

DRIVE, SARASOTA, FLORIDA. VICTOR LINDLAHR, FOR l'i;HOll APPLICANT ALSO DID 

FREE LANCE 'f.'ORK, NC111 LOCATFD WO CNE CNE NORTH COCCNUT LANE, PALU ISLAND, 

MIAMI B"=ACH, FLORIDA. FOR INFO, APPLICANT m THIRTIFS, liAS N ct~-C(}IFOPmST 

AND RADICAL AFFILIATID WITH NUYF.ROUS Lr.:FT VJING ORGANIZATICNS. HANDLE. 

BUDTD Dlro~IDER ~1TY SIXTH LAST. 

SCHEIDT 

cc; Bureau 

BBJ:GTL 
123-4919 (Sect. #11) 

·-· 

I I , 
I I > 

1''1 •, -

,~' 

I 
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• .New York, NY 
January 5, 1951 

N:::m HAVEN • • • ••• , • • • , .llEFERRED 

JAM!::S HANCOOC ROR'I'l", Af'.A; VOA.,!LF.BUFILE ONE Tr:DUTY THREE DASH SEVEN TW FOUR 

EIGHT AND NEW HAVErl TEL TO NY DECOOER T1'7EliTY NIND. APPLICANT RESIDED DURI!JG 

SIDD!ERS OF NINBTBEN '.1.'1\~~ITIES MID THIRTIES, SPECIFIC TIME NOT KUOffi, AT 7ESTPORI', 

CONN. RD ONE; PHONE TRUMBALL 'IWO EIGHtr FOUR. RING THIRTEEN. FOR INFO, 

APPLICANT BORN M<\RCH THIRTY, EIGHTEEN RimY. niFE'S NAME mNIFRED.. APPLIOAUT 

WAS EDITOR QUOTE 1TEIT MASSES UNQUOTE, TWENTY FOUR DASH TY-WTY SIX; COPYRIGHTER 

FOR ADVERTISING AGENCY, UINETEE!i Ti!1ENTY SIX TO THIRTY; HAS BEmT FlCJl: LAUOE 

Y-'RITER SINCE NINETEEN THIRTY,. IN NINETEEN T\IENTIES AND. THIRTIES '\!AS NON . . 
OONFOIOO:ST .MID RADICAL, AFFILIATED WITH NUJ.W.ROUS LBFI'WING ORGANIZ.t\TIONS. NO 

INFO RE OPERATirNS IN CONNECtiCUT. 

cc: Bureau 

JBBrmxm (#11} 
123-4919 

- . SCHEIDT 

I ~ .;, ~ -? .. ., ' 
. -.' # .. - i c" ' , , 

# (- • 
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SAC, DAii DIEGO 

'-, 

JA!0G 'fAI:C:".Cl: 1~-i~~T.r, Eka 
SPITJ..AL Il:•:,J'IRY-BTA1E T:CPAL'.i't::C\~T 
:rr,.rJJ!..riC L.t\~-~ 402, POth Con3rcss 
ViiiOE nF A1:P.E;ICA 

Dcccober 26, 1950 

(Ar~SD) -

There are b•. in:; tr.:J.nf:l:!littod m.th this latter photosktic 
copies of aeveral letters or docnn.ents obt::dnod on Fcbrt,ary 26;, 19.35, 
at hl Centro, California, at the tirr..e this applicant ~·s arrested and 
held for invcstie!ation., 

The l~ew York Office will rmricw its indicca and sot out anj
dn·';a available on tho 11CC(LU1JIST LL! • .JTJE OFA.ill!;ICA"., c::oPEFt.Nl'IVE DISTHI
iJlJ'.i'Y":.S, and IDl!-PAr.TlDA11 L.t\.,·:.::m DED'EtJSE. If dcc!:lod advisable, l.e\7 York 
-rlill conduct intcrvic.'ITS to dcternino .the extent and connectionr1 of the 
applicant i1ith thfsc various organizations. 

The new Haven Office i.'lill conduct such inver.tiJation as io 
nccE'8f1ary to place the applicant in llc[:~Jport, Connecticut, in l~y, 19.34. 

The San FranciGco Office will review its ind.icos concerning 
the I:·I:;:;A):TISAi: LA.;~ lP. ~D:i::E':~!lSE, Hoom 429 I'illo .tiUi~din~, 8:1~ Fra~lCitlCo, 
nnd JA-,..:..":: . .-)':\'f'I, 1200 t1aoh~ngton Strcl't, :Jan l!ranc~sco, Cal~forn~a, and 
conduct such int ervicws and inveotig~drlon as in dcrt:cd advisable in in
stant rr.atter 

HJJ):L'!J 
123-2')7 

CO: £urcnu (12.3-7248)(ALSD) V 
·z:ew 1-hven (A!:SD) encl. 

/ 

Ean Francisco (AIBD) encl. 

' I , ' 

. . ' 
- ~.. ' 1 '. ' ' 



To leon __ 
Lad4. __ 

Clegg __ 

Glev!n __ 

N!eholJI_ 
Rosen __ 

Tr&el' __ 
Harbo __ 

Belmont_ 

, 
FiDERAL BOREA.U OF INVESTIGATION 

~TED STATES IEPARTMEN'l' OF JmTICJill 
t / \ ---- ' ' 
~ \ j 

To: caoruNICATIONS SECTION. 

Transmit the following message to: 
SAO 8AR DI !COO DirER RID 

IllEs IWIOOOIORORTI, voA. auutcr ozozula TIILYm LAST. APPLIO.&JT 

AJUIISTED AS ..fAWi£S RORft OM OBARGI IHVD\TIGA!IOI AB FlflRtiARI TIDTI SIX 

BIISl'ER THIRri nvm Bt snwr• & OPFIOI. 

EL OIJ'l'Jl(), OAtiFORJIA • . Ta&Ift ARR.BlSt IUMBIR '1'10 liD T1fO Rill ZERO • . 

rBI IUMBSR FIVB SIX &IOHf TWO OR FOUR A. 

smte 12&-7248 
LSXtMEP ~"f 
Form 79 oso 

Rf.COR0£\1 - 2.1 

\. 
' 

- ~ 

.... 
~hr' __ 

Tele. Room_ 
!foaso __ 

Gluldy __ 

.;::
~ 

..__, ______ __..::! 

-~ ... 
f :, . . -~~ .. ... . . . . ·~ : 

6~8~.~~ · .. 
SENT VIA:-------=-&-~~- .c..~....;~ 

r 

;; 

" .. 
... 

b6 
b7C 
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FBI vJASH DC 12-18-50 9-23 PM SMS 

SAC SAN DIEGO DEFERRED 

JANES HANCOCJ.< RORTY, VOA. REBULET DECEMBER TtvELVE LAST. APPLICANT 

ARRESTED AS JAMES RORTY ON CHARGE INVESTIGATION ON FEBRUARY TWENTY SIX 

NINETEEN THIRTY FIVE BY SHERIF~S OFFICE, EL C~NTRO, CALIFORNIA. THEIR 

.I 

1 
i 

i ARREST NUt·1BER Ttl/0 NINE TVJO NINE ZERO. FBI Nm1BER FIVE SIX EIGHT Tl•JO ONE 
I 

:I 
j. FOUR A. 
I, 
:• 

,\ 
:I 

HOOVER 

END ACK PLS 
(~$" 

OK SD WJJVB 
1\ 

ACK AGIN 
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December 14, 195':> 

-·"o, u;:_; H\~1 
( 

J/.~1C ·rmntc:..; P.CRTY, alta. 
·1!2':: ' . nnTY, JA~f' :; H..- 'r.CUTY 
GPE·J:l.'.· INQUIG'Y- ~?.-.TJ D2P\fi.TI•fC>7J-r 
l':l!MT I" T _. r 4.n.2 ..v.-l:, G" r•r.'1"i"'·"' ~ t..-u~ ... ·- J -~~.t .. .~-J ,. o-· JJ:n ~-· .... ~~.:r.:~ :t 

VOICE Ol" LMS3.IC<~ 
{ru.rile 123-724~) 

Pebu1et of Dec~mber 12, 1950, to NeuYI')rk. 

The. specitic lead for the r~eu R9.\Ten Cffico is tr.at "Isaac Don 
Lt-vine should bo interviewed by a mature, experi-enced ·~:pecial 
,~~ent.n 

It is nljted tbat l'SVI~'I\3'::; address is listed as ffi:'D 2, !~or-walk, 
Ccnnecticut. P.e is shown as a writer and edit-:>r, and is a 
reference for the auplicant. 

'i.'M present .addrP.ss of I11AC TIC!l L'SVIN-;:: is 3029 Gambridge 
Plaee, Northwest, ~·7ashington, D.c. 

Handle. nua. 

F3!>f:U! 
12.3..0 

_.,. -· 

cc: Fureau 

\ i 

/ ,. • p -/ 

'\ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION / 

Fol.'In No. 1 I 
THIS CASE; ORIGINATED AT BUREAU FILE NO. 1:?3-1171 

REPORT MADE! AT 

MADE 1 SAN FRANCISCO 
DATE! WHEN ! PERIOD I"OR WHICH MADE! I REPORT MADE BY 

__ .,!_1_~~/1_9~/_5~ 1~(15-16/50 j HILLID1 D. 1·lliiTfJ'EY._~--bl ___ _ 
I CHARACTER 01" CASE Sl:'ECIAL INQUIRY -
I STATE DEPARTNENT F'UBLIC LAW 

Tlll.E I 
r JAMES HANCOCK ROllTY, Af.A, JPMES FORTY, JAYES H. 
' 'RORTY --------- --

1

40'?, 80TH CONGRESS 
- --·-- ---~--------------~-~- VOICE OF ANE]1J9A-:. _________ 

1 

SYNOPSIS OF F'ACTS: 

--'' 
--

.... ----- -----~------~~-- ,.. 

REFEREl:~CE: 

DETAilS: 

Sen Francisco City Directory reflects McCann 
Company no longer in business, San Francisco, 
Californja. Applicant and wife have no credit 
or criminal record San Francisco or Berkeley, 
California. 

- RUC-

Bureau letter to Uew York dated 12/12/50 

AT SAri FRAIWISCO, CALIFORUIA 

A check of PolkTs City Directory for San Francisco, 19?4, 
reflects the.t the applicant was employed by the UcCann 
Comrany at Berkeley, California. The Folk City Directory 
of 1930 fails to reflect any notation of McCann Company 
being in business either in San Francisco or in Berkeley, 
California. 

l;. ehMJ: nt t!'JC· f:!['n Fr[ncicc'.:l C!':ambor of Commerce re
flected tbat l,~cCann Company was un1mo't-m to them. 

CREDIT AND CRINHJAL: 

T1,e applicant and his vrife have no credit record at the 
San Francisco Retailers Credit Association, or the 

~ ~~~;da ?ounty RetQilers Credit Association in Oakland, 
APPROVE!DA~~_.,,~...--..h:J' Y .A_~-:t:r;_1 :1\~ ·--G··~·! DONOTWRITE!INTHESE!SPACE!S -~~~O~R~W~AR~D~E~~~~~,~~~~1~~~~)~~~/~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,,~ 

c.r /rr'~ { ·v ~ , -: =-I ·i' ".· ·t ,: t // .RE"ORDED $ 27. 
COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

_-:f Bureau (ANSD) (1?3-7'?-48) 
1' San Francisco ' ' --

' ' 

' ' 

'' 
~ 

~. \ 
... '~ : ~ .. , . . . . 

J of' ' PROPERTY OF FBI-THIS COIIfi91!11'Fh\L REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS J.RE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND- ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
t\GEI(CY TO WHICH LOANED. 

U S, GOVERNMENT PRINTHlG OFFICE 16- 59255-1 

~ I " ' t'• ,· !I 

/ /• ~ 1', '\- : • I /, .... ·. 



i 

I 
r 

' . ,/ 

.. ... 

...,_,... 

s. F. 12:3-1173 

\ / 
f 

-------"'' r \ ;. 

The applicant and hb wife he.ve no criminal record 
at the San Francisco or Oakland, California Police Departments. 

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TU~~ICE OF ORIGIN -

' ,' 

-2-
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

I 

\ Office Memorandum • uNITED sTATbs GovERNMENT 

TO 

J 

DATE: 

0 
H/IAJC~C I( ,i?o/Cr y 

CFJJ-.AC'lrEB. 0~ · ~~)li:t v {) /-1 

' " \ . 

Report \'!ill reach the Bureau by the following date; 1t().Jr/ 
1UR. F:!:LE :/{:I,_; ... / 2- Y f 
N.Y. PILE #= 1 -y ~ _ y t; / f 

1/J-8- ?;tf?-
~;;~t'>:;;:;:--

&. .. u a .... :..:: • .,}~.- • ..,.,:.u I 
I, 
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.. ' /'f/ 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATJO.N ~; ~, 

FormNo.l 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 

REf'ORT MADE: AT 

Bureau 

DATEWHEN I 
MADE 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

f..'!f /<-

Al' I' 
r':i/ 

FILE NO. 123-2562 

REPORT MADE: BY 

G. B. NORRIS, SAC BOKsmr St. Louis, Missouri 12-22-50 12-20-50 
~--~--------~----- ~ ---------·-1 

TITLE CHARACTER OF' CASE 

JAMES E]J~COCK RORTY, I I 

aka, James Rorty, James H.- Rorty 

SPECIAL INQUffiY-STATE DEPART~'T 
Public Law 402, 80th Congress 
VOICE OF AMERICA 

sYNoPsis oF FACTs: The records of DPRB, AGO, Department of the Army, st. 
' • Louis, Missouri, indicate JAMES H. RffiTY, ASN 10398, 

. !'~"'·"' '.> .- A~ •·.;·in u. s . .Army 6-9-17 to 6-5-19. Honorably disch~ged 
• ·· · ·· ·~-:~' as Private by reason of demobilization. No derogatory 

- information. Born 3-30-90 at Middletown, New York. 
~ ,._, 

,_ - --- -.._--.. -~---

-RUG-

Reference: Bufile 123-?248. 
Bureau letter to New York dated 12-12-50. 

Details: AT SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURI 

A review of the Army service record on file at World War I 
Unit, Demobilized Personnel Records Branch, Adjutant G·eneral1s Office, Department 
of the Army, for JAMES H. RORTY, ASN 10398, indicates that he enlisted in the 
U. s. Army on June 9, 1917, at New York City, New York. He was honorably dis
charged on June 5, 1919, as a Private from the Ambulance Service, Camp Dix, New 
Jersey, by reason of demobilization. His military occupation was listed as 
Driver and civilian occupation as Advertising Copy Writer. He served from 
December 26, 1917, to :May 28, 1919, in foreign service in France and participated 
in the battles arxl campaigns o:f Toul Sector, Seicheprey, Xivray, St. Mihiel, 
J!euse-Argonne. He was awarded the Arnw of Occupation Medal and Distinguished 
Service Crose. 

His character and efficiency ratings ranged from unknown to 
excellent. There is no record of courts-martial, AWOLs, or derogatory informa
tion. The date and place of birth were shown as March 30, 1890, at Middletown, 
New York. ~ 

_ /l .,.

1 
1

. ,C'i ~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
APPROVED AND:;= 'l ' 17, . ·- SPECIAL AGENT I ---- ----------1 

FORWARDE:DA, j ;, J J ( / . / 1, ~ <'· .. • (,/ IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 

ttJ ,if I , ,· -~ -1 1 r i '/ ! 1
1 
.. ;;-· 

I . I ' 'I ·, 7' 

1

__:_ __ ---!.,_', .'~,, .. ~ ••• ~ ,-:-- ..,_._, ! 

. ,, . 'J ' . . :·j!l 
I 

COPIE:S OF' THIS REf'ORT 

tHQRDED M 27 

3 - Bureau (AMSD) 
'" I ' 

1 st. Louis r ( ' - !_ b- .' 
rj 

~ 

I 
~ . . .. 

[ 
~ - ----~~ . . / - I '• ,'/ • 

~ 
., 

' 
-~ ' ' --;. _./ - .. I ' .... •I 

...._~_... , L- . -I . ' 
. 

PROPERTY OF FBI-THIS eOIIfiBEIITh\l REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. • 

, , ,' ~ ~~-~I'll~-.~ , r ! • '" U S. GOVE:.RNMENT .PiUNTING OFFICE, 16--'59255-1 

- I' ; I_ I ·· t 
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SL 123-2562 

- ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE -

.------=In=v...;;e=-~stigation in this case was conducted by Special Employee 

I 
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\ ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Form.No.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 

REPORT MADE AT 

:BUREAU 

DATE WHEN 
MADE 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 

KifOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 12-22-50 12-18,20,21,22/50 

TITLE 

JM·ill3 EANCOOI~ ~0~~! • . 1\r:.:,{-_. ;-, . . 
JAMF'.B RORTY~ J :l -l.t-w ~~- : .. . ... J. 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

FILE NO. 

REPORT MADE BY 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

ST;:";IJI.~:"J.... JiE'lfiT~Y 

/ 

b6 
J b7C 

) 

._j , __ . <.' .'-b...:L!~ Employment ~s Consultant, TVA, 1946-48, verified hud favort.~r~-- · -
, . . :.:... -,_;,~ ,~-~2::- Reeidence, Norris, Tenn., verified and. nothing unfavorabl•'' fl6 .... ,. 

~~:. ..... , :; :;, ... ___ .. ::.__ :_;; :_: _!:.,,_-;... developed. No cred~ t or criminal record, Knoxvtq .. ~~lt' .. ~n·.ut.~)..( .t._ - -~-· 
~'' .- - C ,_ T J~·~-h - d t: ~--/ 

):{.._;:; "~ ... -( ~ c ,......~ ::,~ . gun u~, enn. RE. • r. :·:.' D . 2 ~ •)-;;:~~ 
~ . ' / • • ·.' I •, -0 -- ~-- -' ('; • .- . ~-r·n• 3 . /_. I -

Jl' I .._ I ~- ~ · r/· {.,• --. / ~... / ,. "D't';· f ~ ,;..-\)j.~~,. ,_ 

-( ~-: . . - . - R u c - :; 0 , ::1 e. .; ... :/: :.- J 

P.EFEP.EI':CE : Bureau letter to J:l'e't·T York dated Dece::.ioer 12, 1950'. ' 
DETAilS: AT KHOXVILLE, TEI~lESSEE. 

Mrs. EVA TJIT@ ROBBI1~, Personnel, Tennessee Valley Authority, 
advised that her records reflect tb.a t JAMES HAHCOCK RORTY was 

engaged as a Consultant for a period of one year, beginning April 1,1946. liis 
servlces were utilized in connection w·ith the preparat:Lon of educe.tional material 
concerning the Tennessee Valley Authority program of Agricultural Development and 
i'latershed Protection. On January 1, 1947, a supplemental cont-.1.~act was entered into 
for a period of one yea:r, at ivhich time RORTY's residence was officially changed 
to Knoxville. On December 31, 1947, his cont-ract was extended for one calendar 
yea:r and ivas not renewed ·upon expiration of his contract. According to his employ
ment record, he v~s entirely satisfactory and there was nothing unfavorable therein 
His birth data vre.s verified from TVA records. 

E. A. Ltll-1l?IX:, Azzisto.nt to tho Ch.i.cf Consc·rvation Engir~01~, 
Tennessee Vo.lley Authorit'y, o.d·visod -that tho work of RIRTY, was perfor-med und0r 
the supervision of this office, and that he had worked directly with RORTY in -
the preparation of pubiications concerning the TVA program of Agricultural Develop
ment and i-Ta tershed Protection. LAMPKE added that in this connection, RORTY pre
pared publications entitled "Food o.t the Grass Roots" and "Soil. •. People, and 
Fertilizer Technology." LAMPP stated that these publications were particularly - -·· 

APPROVED AND ~ ~ ..c::::. A ~- l v A ~P!',CIAL AGEM' I 
FORWARDED: ~ .A/l"'"" v-v' ~ \ IN-CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESg SPACES 

·· ..... -·· ...,. ...... ,, -- ; {, ' . .... ~ 
•' .__) .· --\ ,'.<' ,__) 

PROPERTY OF FBI-THIS 9811FIBEIIfiAL ~EPORT AND ITS CONTEflitS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGEN({Y,:T{l:.WHlCJ{, LOAM ED. ; • n;: • 

-· .... · ·r ·· ··; • 1 · • • "I \\-" '' ' : #'ti _,l• .. ' ;! ~'" ;, 
• ~ ' . ...,! "'"" I ~ ~~~ '\. " • -~~ f 

U s. GOVERNMENT PRiflTING OFFICE 16--59255-1 
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KX 123-158 

comprehensive and difficult assignments and that RORTY was particularly · 
adept at gathering material and working it into publishable form. He 

·stated that the ma.jori ty of hie employment period was spent in an 
office adjacent to his, except for brief tripe to Wilson Dam, Alabama, 
for the collection of material for the latter publication. LAMPKE 
stated that he also had occasional social contact with RORTY, who 
resided at Norrie, Tennessee. He added, however, that RORTY was not 
particularly socially inclined, associated almost entirely with TVA 
personnel, and spent moat of his time at work or in pursuing hobbies. 
He stated he was a very serious-minded individual of the greatest 
integrity of character. He considered him to be very straightforward, 
conscientious, strongly anti-cammUnist, with an above average interest 
in political affaire. LAMPKE also stated that he had gathered that 
in RORTY~e line of work, he had had frequent contact with people who 
were pro-communist, and . that he was affected negatively in these con
tacts. He knew of no organizations to which RORTY would belong, stat
ing that he was very careful concerning which or.ganizations he would 

·hold membership in, this, according to LAMPKE, being because of the 
fact that RORTY foresaw the technique of infiltration of various or
ganizations. by people who were sympathetic toward Communism. LAMPRE 
concluded,that he would have no hesitancy to recommend RORTY for access 
to information affecting the security of this country, having drawn 
this conclusion from the fact that when employed by the· Tennessee 
Valley Authority, RORTY was very careful to clear with the TVA before 
using for hie purposes any information relevant to the Tennessee Valley 
Authority which he may have learned incidental to his work there. 

Mr. and Mrs. MAX ZUBER, Emory Road, ad vised that they are 
respectively manager of Norris Park and Hostess at Norrie Tea Room, 
and, as such, knew of the JAMES RORTYS while they resided at Norris. 
They stated, however, that they had no business contacts with them, 
mowing them only by reputation. They stated that they J'l:new of nothing 
which would reflect unfavorably concerning either Mr. an~-:.Mrs. RORTY. 

A. c. BIDDLE, Secretary, Knoxville Retail Credit Association, 
advised he had no credit record for JAMES HANCOCK RORTY. 

Mrs. Ji.STELLE LLOYD, Clerk, Knoxville Police Department, advised 
she could locate no record for JAMES HANCOCK RORTY. 

-2-
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KX 123-158 

AT NORRIS, TENNESSEE. 

r------Th.L.I.I.I;e........,f..~.a'-'t1 lowing investigation was conducted by Special Agent 

.____ _ ____.I . 
Mr. JOE DeMARCUS, Office Manager, Tennessee Valley Authority, 

Reservoir Properties, advised his records reflect RORTY resided in 
Norrie, as follows: Norris Park: May 16, 1946 - September 30, 1946, 
March 13, 1947 - September 16, 1947; also, 181 Oak Road, May 6, 1948 -
August 31, 1948. DeMARCUS stated that Norris Park, a Blllall cabin area, 
is now closed. He also advised that on August 31, 1948, the Town of 
Norris was sold and that all properties were taken over by the Norris 
Land Company. 

DeMARCUS further advised that although he never met RORTY or 
any of his fandly, he knew of RORTY and his family when they resided 
in Norris. DeMARCUS stated he recalled nothing ever coming to his 
attention that would reflect unfavorably on the character, reputation, 
associates or loyalty of RORTY or his family. 

Miss FRANCES SIMPSON, Secretary, Norris Land Company, advised 
her recorda reflect RORTY resided at 1.81 Oak Road from August 31, 1948, 
to June 15, 1949. SIMPSON stated she was not acquainted with :RORTY. 

Mrs. P~ COTTER, .housewife, 24 East Circle, advised that 
she sublet her home at that address to RORTY during the approximate 
period September 1946 to March 1947. COTTER said that she was well 
acquainted with RORTY during the above period and she found RORTY 
and his family to be people whose character·, reputation and associates 
were good. COTTER also stated that RORTY and his wife were writers 
and very intelligent people, and although she never engaged in 
political discussions with them, she considered RORTY and his family 
to be loyal Americans. 

Mrs. L. A. BOLLING, housewife, Box 456, advised that she 
rented a .small farmhouse to RORTY during the approximate period June 
194 7 to June 1948, and that she wa.s well acquainted with RORTY and 
his family during that period. BOLLING stated that RORTY and his 
family were brilliant individuals and that he and his vife w·ere writers, 
but that they associated with very few people. BOLLING said that on 
the occasion of several visits to RORTY'e home during the above period, 
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she engaged in several political discussions with RORTY and hie wife 
and fram these discussions, she a.rri ved at the opinion that if RORTY 
had any political leanings at all, she would cla.esify them a.e "eocia.listic. 11 

BOLLING said that the best definition she could offer for classifying· 
RORTY as socialistic was that he appeared to favor social equa.li ty for 
all classes: rich, poor and Negroes, a.nd from other remarks be has made, 
the na. ture of which she could not recall. BOLLING a ta ted, however, the. t 
abe considered RORTY and his family to be patriotic and loyal Americans. 

Mrs. BESSIE STURDEVANT, housewife, 43 West Circle, advised 
that she was well acquainted with RORTY and his family during the entire 
period they resided in the vicinity of Norris. STURDEVANT a ta ted the. t 
RORTY and hie wife worked for various publications and that RORTY has 
published · several books. STURDEVANT said that she considered RoRTY and 
his wife to be very intelligent and high-type people. She also stated 
that their associates were of the better type of people in:.1town, and 
that she considered their morals and reputation to be beyond question. 
STURDEVANT added that she considered the loyalty of RORTY and his family 
to be unimpeachable. STURDEVANT described RORTY as an individual who 
is a deep thinker and "~iberal to the water's edge," and said that he 
was a. fighter for wha. t he believed in. . STURDEVANT said the. t she was un
aware of RORTY's p::>litical views, but that she felt that he was definitely 
a liberal-thinking individual. She stated that the beet she could de
fine her classification of RORTY as a liberal ~ias by the following 
illustration: STURDEVANT related that 1n the recent past, there was 
a local radio preacher named J. HAROLD SMI'm, who preached and ranted 
over the radio and influenced illiterate people for SMI'm'e personal 
gain; ala o, that RORTY die liked and disapproved of SMI'.IH ' s tactics so 
much that RORTY finally published an article in ''Harper's r.Bgazine," 
exposing SMITH as a selfish, unethical individual. STURDEVANT also 
stated that she knew that RORTY hated Communism almost to the point 
of his having an apoplectic stroke whenever the subJect of Communism 
was mentioned. 

The following a.ddi tiona.l individuals advised that they were 
acquainted with RORTY a.nd his family during the period they resided 
at Norrie. All stated that, to the best of their knowledge, RORTY 
and hie family were loyal Americans and their character, reputation 
and associates were good: 

Mr. ROGER WILLI.AM3, Postmaster; 
Mrs .LAWRENCE CARDEN, Postal Clerk; 
Mrs. ROBERT P. MOORE, housewife, 117 Hilltop Lane; 
Lieutenant LYLE HIGDON, TVA Police. 
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All of the individuals interviewed advised that they were 
unaware of the membership of RORTY or his family in any organization 
or society, with the possible exception that they might have belonged 
to local social or civic groupe. 

Mr. ROGmR ~, Postmaster, also advised tr~t since the 
Town of Norrie was sold in 1948, all of RORTY' s former neighbors on 
Oak Road and East Circle have moved from this area. · 

Lieutenant LYLE HIGDON, Tennessee Valley Authority Police, 
advised that his files do not contain a criminal record for RORTY 
or any member of his family. 

AT CLINTON, TENNESSEE. 

Mrs. HAZEL BROORS, Deputy Clerk of the Anderson County Circuit 
Court, advised that her files do not contain a criminal record for RORTY 
or any member of his family. 

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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FEDERl_~ ______ ,_REAU OF INVEbTTuATfON 

FILE NO. 1?3-297 
DATE WHEN 

MI'.DE: 
PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE: BY 

CALIFORll'IA 12-26-50 12-18,19, 20-50 RICHILED J. DOYLE 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

JPJ~.Es Hl ... l·:COOK RORTY, / 
SPECIAL n;c:UIRY-STATE 
Public Law 402, 80th Congress 
VOICE OF AIERICA aka James Rorty, James H. Rorty 

svNoPSJsoFFACTs: RORTY•s arrest on February 26, 193.5, by 

1 
__ ..-- . Sheriff's Office, El Centro, California, 

.·.: -~ , -( • . - /; 1 ,, · J - and held for investigation. Released on 
_. ._ :::-~.:, February 27, 1935. Various papers., letters 

_ ? and documents in possession of RORTY when . . • , '! <. 'C;_. 
arrested set out. A'l'J:~C'I-.-LL..£.1 ...;'~-~..:-~-_ . · ~·-- ... .. 
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REFifu;UCE: Bureau letter to Uew York dated December 12, 1950. 

DETAILS: AT EL CENTRO, CliLIFORUIA: 

The records of the Sheriff's Office for Imperial County, 
reflect the following data: 

On February 26, 193.5, under number #29290, there was book
ed into the Count.y Jail an individual named JAl~S RORTY. This person gave 
this data, he was 44 years of age, b·:.rn in the United Stat.es, had been in t.he 
Count:r for t":o dRyo, in Uit' St;;..tt: (,f Crlii'ornin for V.\'0 months, w~s a Vll'iter, 
and resided in Ll1e S~&:Ltl of C.:.ni1ecticut. 'l'i:li.z 1=crcc-n 1':e.~ h"?ltJ. for ·.l:nvp,~jtie:::a
tion and tl:e booking sheet haJ liht: r1otG.tion on the top of th~ paeE' ~n T'ed j ,nk 

11RED". On February 27, 1935, at 1;4.5 P.l.~ . this person was released. 

Sheriff ROBEF.T 7l. \ lAF:i advised that he was the Sheriff 
at the time of RORTY's arrest. He recalled thatthere existed a law of the 
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State of California, knmm as the "CRIMINAL SYNDICALISM STATUTE", and this was 
in effect at the time of RORTY•·s arrest. The Sheriff stated that his office 
had received reports that RORTY was a Communist .~d was commencing to propagandize 
the program of that organization. RORTY and a cmnpanion were brought to the 
County Jail and booked while efforts were made to establish the veracity of the 
allegations. When booked, an examination of the papers and effects of RORTY, 
found in his automobil9j was made. The Sheriff stated that no proof c.ould .be ob
tained, that RORTY had violated the "CRIMINAL SYNDICALISM STATUTE", and he was 
ordered released the following ~· RORTY requested protection when released 
and was given such protection to the time he reached the Arizona State line. 
Sheriff WARE advised that the year before Imperial Valley had been the scene 
of an intense struggle between Communist led agricultural workers and the local 
farmers, and that local public feeling was most explosive on the subject of 
Communism, and aeyone who was identified with the Communist side. 

There was located in the files of the SherH~f' s Office, 
several letters and documents obtained as the result of the afore-mentioned 
search. 

(l) A letter With "Westport, CoilJlel:lt&ut" 
R. D. 1 
May 3, 1934 

Addressed to "Dear Palmer" 

A paragraph number #4 reads as follows: 

''Without in any way speaking for the A. W. P. -- I am a 
member, but not on the Provisional Organizing Committee-! may 
say that my own chief interest in the consumer movement is that 
it provides a basis for propaganda and agitation against the 
capitalist system. I don't think it is Possible to organize con
sumers along class lines,and as a Marxian Revolutionary it is the . 
development of the class struggle along Marxian lines that I am 
interested in." 

A photographic copy of this carbon cop,y letter is being 
transmitted with this report. 

(2) A letter on the letterhead of the "COMMUNIST LEAGUE 
OF AMERICA", 144 Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. dated 
September 21, 1934, addressed to JAMES RORTY, West
port Cormecl:alUt • 
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"Dear Comrade RORTY: 

/1 
/\ v 

Enclosed are the contt:cts of the Communist 
League throughout the country. I hope you 
w.Ul have the opportunity to get in touch 
with them. 

. Fr!ernal.J.y yours, 
A. :ABECK 

. s tar.r" 

The list mentioned in the letter as well as the letter is 
being transmitted in photostatic copies with this report. 

(3) A printed form 1 t er of appeal for funds on the 
. letterhead of th . N-PARTISAN LABOR DEFENSE, Room 

-~...,_ ....... ""'"'"~~I:.:!U!::!.Uolii.&.~San~ !:!Ci!l~isc2.L~~.!!.<!~.!.~.~ .... 

This letter at the end states that this appeal has been en
dorsed by several persons and lists JAMES RORTY. A photostatic copy of this 
letter is being transmitted with this report. 

( 4 ) A set of lecture notes of Communist nature, a report 
of the 13th ~strict of the Communist Party, concern
ing agricultural strikes and the proceedings held on 
March 17, and 18, year not specified. 

·ENCLOSURES: 
Bureau - A photogr,~c copy of letter addressed 

to 11Dea~almer11 "~""'. · 

· - .A ph~t t ic copy of letter on letter-
head COMMUNIST LEAGUE OF AMERICA 11 " ·-

- A ph ~1c copy of letter on lettei ----
head of 11NON-PARTISAN LABOR DEFENSE. 11 

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION ~0 THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN • 
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Under booking number {29239, Imperial,...;Bheriff r s Office, 
there 'l'ras booked at the sar.:.e time as EGRTY ont:J CHl~.F.::G'-V.l.t\LA? ~U 'l'H, uho on 'tile 
bookir>,S sh~'At rms described as follo'.7S: 

35 years of age, born in Poland, in the USA for 22 years, 
resident in Los Angeles, a writer, rtas 51 1111 , 180 pounds, hazel eyes, blacl~ 
hair, no scars or marks. This person was als~ ,J;iooked for investigation and 
his booking sheet also contained the notatio!V"P.ED". 

Ho additional data co·Jld be obtained fron the Sheriff, or 
any of his deputies concerning this last named person. 
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apr.-4 tba' tbe fpJ 
tbe fil'at U.., lD the IU'· 
to aCch taotica. 'rM record of t:... , 111 t&tla l 

. la MJcnd S..peac.._t. II' alaal~rllai ua tbe lLD aabotacea tbe d;Jeaae 
I fJ&ht u a •b.o1e. the oetead..ata. r.ll~• t'1• and lt ~ •t.a• the tJU•l 

· ' . workila& claaa and tt.Dt1-react1"Dbl'i' iJwblic ahov.ld -~ it. The 
. ~~· '\ uinta to 1ta pract1oal ach1eveau~ta, tv 1ta canailteDt ad•ocao'- ol aD 
• . , · '- Nt u.n1tecS frvJlt, aDd aaka a who nrE: tbe Jiarurt•.s aDd raoketMI'•' 
I> .• 

..J Hal ~ YCU HELP THE DEFFNCE F :OHTt The RPLD belleve~ tAt.\ there are 
f two t.,.-ortwat t1lir.C• to be Q(.)Qt~ .1mu.ed 1ately. In the rtrat p.-.ce, ., 
1 l•at tbe leadln6 deft:ftdant~ ah,·Uld be bi.iled out. We bllYe iB&Og read7 
: tor Ror• Conk.llll (.)I" f4D1 other deten:i&.nt 1nd1cated by the detendant~ aa 

a trhole. &a aoun •• •• 1et •700 m"re 1n cub, we cu ba 11 o"t one aol"e 
~ dei8Ddazat. Bel~ ua tt~ rai.&e this mone)'. U you prefer to a..S your ·til 

~ ~11 thrO\IIb tl'* IU>, ao ~o. Instr\Ct tht: ILD to ca.blae ,. tUDd •ltla,. 
•"'· our Cuad. It fOU cu pr091de IICirc. tb.an $7001 tbat •Ul help atiU .... 

. \ 

~- .·-. · ielld U SA. e1tber t.. th~ .IW or t<- tbl liPW. ... ;;~,:1• .• _.. _. 
\.. 'o ~~-~ \k _Ofl!~e !1abt1 .aa ~1'8 Da ~ . • ~ J\ltlla. J ' .~ 
; •• a ... ~ lone a •. .., ... ocl, . ~ ' ·. 1 : ·. ' -.... • ~ · " ~~ 
. Tbe aeoOIId thin& ;>f !Ja"ortuce la the de•e~p~t ot a •• prn~ ·. 

:: oupaip qai.Da t the &acraa.m to penecet 1 CG alld tbe crtatul t~le 

r
. lair 1D ceoeral. •e are at11.1 atr1v1JIC to ett•ct a UD1ted troDt for ' 

W" pui"})Gaee lrhan 1t la effected, VIe aftl Cl'ib-Jl1&a\1Ga to •bleb )'OU belcma 
. to apport 1t bJ 1191Jal ~~ JNI»l1ah1q -· ab<Jut tM caae aDCl tbe . +----··--4e1'eDae -f"1&ht,. -•end.1D41 y aebera tel pro~t •• _.,11'11• aDd · d.-a-
: atrat1ona, adopt1Di reacl '-CY ~t pro, .. c- to' torw.HIIaa ·to -tn. prop• 
· •athor1t1ea. 

. 
' r . . • I 

B(lr• C£lf YOI HELP TBE ltLD? •e b~llewe •• u• •tl\leQ to ,,_ help ot all 
enem1ea ot ~ .. ct1oa , ... l'dleaa ~r ~1r P'll,ieal Yl ... or atf111atloaa • 
You can help u b7 .-dt.n. ~ '- u •m•1, by a...aw u atet..-ta ot 
appatbT and suppo~, by &1YU. u JOVZ aerft.c .. t~·· 'al'lOU. ,·roJ .. u n 
have Wlder ~. b7 •nd~ • l'\DAa. r-•rJ p~ •• ••• \b_. tv .. ~ 
in Cllitoi'Dia aa eJa•ber• baa a·-.. cU.J>~l¥ t 0 ball or t'l the .-rt.acm.ra. 
OUr • tork ott lee la 1r. ~ebt t c Y Pl'•l• 'lD la~k hrDic••• ba~ ~ ~ 
.... tor railroad fare f'4 -.&r u U , ... , . . .. C-' ,., all 'ltUe •,auea 
.. tta. lAeacapable min~ of ~•••..t tQ ueJ a .... ,. .. .,tativ•· ~ the 
tleld operate • ihss •••" let> p •'--• .. -t .... Mlp. ~en .... ~ ~ 
cootr1tNtl~ ~•"&e < r I)C>-_ i. :t elll M •eel ccu !for tat. Saeramba.to 
tilbt ... an •~•t)...Ailtin• ., , • b• -.de t ~ all cODtrl~'ors • 

.-a au. cwu=-a .-. .t11> ~ 1 ._. a 10 amn. 
Of !F~ S!!: ill tJ- R.. r P JUR 8ECVfiV8 80AIID1 

ler~rt J c. 
:~ ,~ l Ra-.. 
-..~aaer. ~ c . 

.Jaaea Rorty 
1.200 lruhlniton st. 

&aD Jl'rulc u eo 
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1111111() -r 4~ •• ~ .. ~~~~~~~ l.4ti{)~ ll)lff'f' ~~~~~~~ ~r: 
·1 10011 439, lULLS IUILDIJC I i SAN rtfA)fCIIOO. CALtfORNU 

February 1. 193~ ! ; . I :\ 
Dt r rritncE l ! 

1'h a leU.er , ie ttnJ to acquair1t you wlt.n a new tnt.uat1on wh1ch t.ae arieen in 
rel\adon t.l'l ; the \ >adraaMtnt.o r.r 111: nal eynch cal i •• defense . Way we ask that you 
li~· it caretul lc onlrlderauon. 

' I ' I 

!'be:\ N~n- Pan\. sa~ Lahor O.fenee. hl therto active 1 n the New York l a bur movement~ 
eaa c•ll~ lintr 1 the l\ Sacramento caat by Nor-n llhn1. one or 1 he d,.ren1ants now I 

tael''-\ a lnn
1
a t~nn \~n San Quentin, who ·~s not in aecor1 w1t: the pr•ltcua and . 

pra1ucee or tnej i.'Ot-Wl•H Party and \he International l,llhor c~renst'. ' 

I I :' ~I :1 ' 
le · es~nded : by brlfjl~u-.a rrorn Ch,cago the exper1en·ed an<1 bnlllant labor at-

t.o Ql •l•n. ':t:· \o 4tf811114 Wla& aM \0 aoperate 1n \M c1etenae u • 
whO t. \ le r·u~ : . 200 bal J and UNrated Ja 1r Warnick and Carolin• Dtc.ker 
aft r '-he7 ~ rh _,tt\8 1" the •· etehed S.eremento .;ai 1. It beaan a 
. • ~ .... i~n 1c~ hu w~\ \114 Sacr&.~~~en\o tr 1al \ ...: publ1c attention in . 
ot. r ~tatu ; and \ .,~~ iaMd · ··a4e UT•. ona and 'thor raanizatione to voice oppo- . 
llti ri 1\o '-I'M! pet~\lon · •or~re o•FHty· ot or aani&in& a union. We have 
4rr~. · · . ed . a ~a• j,.•;;:.ln ... lor• at ""lch >' •inooo union loader. e. writer& ' I 

, ~• ! :~cat.or~· wt~l , .. : · ~ c•P'Ier ~7• •• have a1<lecS t.ht aeneral defense[ 

~·~~~~"*~";'~::-:;.: ·.~..,;~--"::;.;;:. f'~4.t•'~~,;;;:,_~~"f"':~~~-......,...,_ .::;.;~~-~~-,r-:, ._. ..,- :: c. "''~"'··~..,_,,,~,~,~-~ ···~ 
. On t • . •uu••li"O'I .. r,l' .r I . an c ,. • . -. bert, .. · Unt ni, rue j •l~~. ~o~t4r~~e;~·>~~~·· \ · ·"'~ 

&l l wetk8 i &CtJ\ 111' ..... frarwl .... ' .. \11\&"e ft l'•e M\\.lrlC \lp of y,nifitd eli• .I 
.. chinet,, 1ncludu~ ~' o,.... •• ,, ... u.e IL. aeveral labOr •tone. \ht ) 

. 11ft Par~y, ~he:\ •onrere Parh of '-'- 1. I ( .w aub lluu belonte), Ull \ 
~-IIUnii\ : Par, 1 All .. r•..eflt Wal reac~ eoftrllll pl ... fOr a ...... , • . 

a fubllctty ..fa•an, ~~ r&18lftl ~ b&rrint fr~ Oour\ ot fac\lonal 
•· . the .c~ll 1~ ~(. b~L••<~ .~, .... ...., .... no•. ttc .· • i 

• . : ~.I . ·[ , I • ~· 'i . • . • • . • • • .• • • . i 

eerel or tne lue 1 ~ut-rw~ed .. , . ..,Pel •tnnooen\ ol_,... and paper .,...0-: .· • Ttl .. • • t~. _ant.~. · .. • ~.·rr~a~uurtM \., lea• · ."V· .. ·\ . \Mr. ..re to,. .. \he •\~~Port. no\: 1 • 

11aU. n~. lliu\ \of a• ~~ ne and '' oU ..n1 · .. ••renee ..a&ca allht ..... 1 ~or a&d; ·: · ~ 
\0 · .. ,, l\abelr 

1 
, t ... aal tr• •• .,. tl~ Our .,....ta\t• ..,._ , 

r&ect f"'\ l u o,b• t~'\ ne to U.la et\14 Wen•• ift ....-, rea~\. · : 

The ~U\-\hr ~ Y-<+n1.rollM d~l ....... hO ....... att.er r.,..ttd br ... "!. or 
.fa a \h, •res dtll'pt U -~y: OonM_I __ •de bJ ..-r 1r0vpe for Uti Mlrt Of \lfti\7. 
~eli~rlttlJ .... ,_. \ha un1fl .... tenee. A\ a eo .. l\\Ot •ea\lftl on J~uary 26 . 
~o\1111 a,. .. .,..~., ,..,n t;::u tra ·- Tork. UM7 wtelated ,,.r, agr••eeflt pre•l-

. 1, •h• Wl\.t'l ~ o te1eaa .... Thia \lley ta• 4eepltt \llt unl' · appeah ot 
P ...... yl ofll ~ Ct•il .a'-r\iel Inion~ \•o et the IL~ • deft~te 

re , . .... t I A ohQ tranlll .. ei.-ct \0 -.r ..- oooper&\Aoro. or anr 4•.-
1. 1 i"o\ ac •P' c-unle\ hr" or4ere.wae lalcl down u an ul\ .tta ·. •· 

1 

CP - c~ \r~l~~ dal ... tee •11M tor •a uni\e4 front Wftlhr the lM41r:-.~- ---: 
: ct !- ~ 1'4"· _,.,. drhen all ---vallabla .. lacaue~~ ; 

co~~•~ntu ·~ar ... wm eo,..r ... klnc to ehift reepon!l,billtY t -r 
artMUI·u•. he•• ~~·~ly •ierepree,•nted what ~•rpentd on Jan 

oan M \eeUfitcS . t. onl 
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,, .. ~ton .... llr. Clark ot * OUland Labor Co~U, all of Wboe .. re pr·MD· 
.. ot.e~ne , ;I 
I 'I : 
it'~ :a:· ' l o the untfa .. 4ettftH •cta1ner1 h&l aleo •ant. \he brealldoWnt ot 
....,, ' nt.1 tor a Jot•\ 1.,.1 detenee tuneS. Coneeq\Mn\17 ov ~ .... 
U• · \ ke! an independent. financial cupaian. .AnorneJ Golcllian 11 olaar&llll 
~ tee,i 1lu hi• expenHI and \raal tnoiclen\all IIUI\ be paid tor. Our ... ~ork 

I -.rrtce !~o\ ~t. .all the co1te and, · haYiftl no local orpnl~.&t.ion, " are ! a.\ a 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION-
Form.No.l . 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU . FILE NO. 123-1314 

DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE ~REP;;;,.;;OR:.:,:T~M.::.,:A::;DE:.,:B:.:,Y _____ __, b 6 
1272s)so 12/27/50 1 ECA:Do b7C 

REPORT MADE AT 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

Tllt.E CHARACTER OF CASE 

JAMES HANCOC~ RORTY, -Aka 
James Rorty, Jaw~s H. ·Rorty 

SPECIAL INQUIRY - STATE 
DEPAft.Ti•iENT, Public Law 402, 
80th Congress (VOICE OF ;,.1-:El:UCA 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

REFERENCE: 

DETAILS: 

APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 

- R U C -

Bufile 123-7248 
Bulet to N eiv York December 

AT CHICAGO, IlLINOIS 

SA JOSEPH B. KILLGORE checked the records of Hill 1s 
Reports, Inc., a credit agency, as well as the records 
of the Chicago Police Department. 

REFERRED UPON CQi..i?LETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 

I .. .. I .... .. . • ,r ... 

' 

DO NOT WRI'I"E IN THESE•SPAC£5_ 

-· I ? 
COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

(3 )- Bureau (ANSD) 

1 - Chicago 
- I ., . ,, J 
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concerning RORTY is by reason of her contact with him wen he comes to the 
Post Office for ma.U. She stated that she has never he~ aeything deroga-
tory concerning his reputation, character and loyalty. 11 

·~ ~ ,, (' f -~Y~ lf£ a. stt'ti'L!Eft a ta ted tttat ·ft!e-·--ImEt---119\'9!'--noticed -~ ~periodieele·-oJb 
· · -~-add:t au sea· tO<-BORTY""'Wiai~O'Uld,"appee:r-"-tO~· 'the-- periodieda" "0~"41"1'· _., .. : 

~ 81lbversive~·grottp-. · ~She advised that the only associates which the RORTYS 
had in the area are RUDOLPH BUE:& of Newton,, New Jersey, and AMOS DIXON of 
Stillwater, New Jersey. 

Mrs. CLYDE FISH, Flatbrookville, New Jersey, advised that she 
knows RORTY and his wife in onl.7 a casual way; that they do not associate 
with any persons in the neighborhood and are away a great deal of the time, 
only residing in their house for intermittent periods of two or three months 
during which tillle they devote themselves mainly to their writing. She 
stated they apparently travel for several months gathering material for 
their articles am then come back to their home in Flatbrookville and spem 
several months preparing these articles, after which time they leave again 
to gather additional material. She stated that she knows of nothing deroga
tory concerning RORTY and hie wife and that they have maintained a good 
reputation locally, and she knows of no reason to question their loyalty 
or character. 

RUDOLPH BUEHl, Mill Street, Newton, New Jersey, advised that he 
has been acquainted with RORTY and his wife for a period of four or fi'99 
years. They have been quite friendly and have mingled socially and he 
regards RORTY to be a man of' good character and reputation. BUENZ stated 
that he knew of nothing derogatory concerning RORTY's reputation, character 
or loyalty which would render him unfit for any position involving any work 

confidential nature with the Government. 
' 

. Mr. and Mrs. AM)S DIXON, Stillwater,. New Jersey, were interviewed 

~ 
by the writer. Mr. DIXON is a retired employee of' the Nev Jersey .Bell . ,.. 1\ '{'"' 

I ':'\ 't\~ Telephone Company and a former New Jersey State Assemblyman ..a&a :4e Jl Nl:h!tde ~
~~~~- - sourc&-of--4nioilllftt'bno Both Mr. and Mrs. DIXON stated that they have known 

the RORTYS for four or five years, having first met them at a township 
meeting in Flatbrookville, New Jersey, when Mr. DIXON was running for the 
Assembly. Since then they have visited the RCRTYS on several occasions and 
have had the RORTYS at their home at various times for social visits. 

Mr. and Mrs. DIXON stated that they knew or no derogatory infor
mation concerning the character, reputation or loyalty of RORTY and hie wife. 

2 
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Mr. DIXCif stated that while he knew of no reason why RORTY should not be 
appointed to any position involving any confidential work with the Govern
ment, nevertheless, he did not feel he knew RORTY well enough to express 
a positive opinion in this regard. 
~--: il Trooper A. E. ZAZZI of the New Jersey State Police, Nevton, New 
· ~ - -Jersey, advised his department has no police record of RORI'Y or his wife. 

There is no Credit Bureau covering the area of Flatbrookville, 
New Jersey. 

0 

- REFERRED UPON COMPlETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -

3 



0 ( \ 
1 .. 

FEDERA[-~UREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
'\ /I 

FormNo.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DUREAU FILE NO. 123-1775 

REPORT MADE AT 

BOS'InN 1:~~~; ~;;~~;;MADE REPOi MADEBY 
,;1-:T~~~----------------~--~~--~--~--~~------·I--C-~~=~===OF=~==============~----~ 

O
Jii.LL.i Hi:JiiCOCi.F~.cRTY, aka. James Fwrty, James H SPLCIAL INLlUIRY-STATB D1PART"illENT 

...,_~·- Public Law 402, 80th Congress 
~ty_... . (VOIC£ OF A1.l.:RICA) 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
A~Jplicant attended Tufts College, ~JJedford, I:tcassa
chusetts, 1909 to 1913, receiving an AD degreeo 
No credit or criminal record. 

REFLRENCE: 

DLTAILS: 

Bureau letter to New York Office dated December 12, 
1950. 

EDUCATION 

S.G~ w·· L_ -~L<?l "o#err~ llr's. ]1;;. A. Illi"'YNCLDS, reristrar, Tufts College, 
-i\' ~ ~~~__:___ti Fedford, Iv.assachusetts, advised th~ applicant was 
;..,~~' :i :_.._ .: ·o$·' ~)~J ,4;? a. student from September, 1909 unt1l he graduated 
3 .. ,7 · ~A . - with a Bachelor of Arts degree in June- of 1913. 

~e:l;: 1 '/)L1,, J i??t:lt-1-t '"/iat-ty The applicant majored in English and maintained 

APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 

%/ S I .\ an excellent record. The records indicated nothing 
<. ~ :1 :') unfavorable concerning the applicant 1 s character, 

loyalty, or reputation. 

Mrs. llliTI'OLDS recalled the applicant as being an 
excellent student and stated that so far as she 
knew, he was a person of good character, loyalty, 
and reputation. .According to Mrs. REYNOLDS, 
there is no one presently connected with the 
College who would recall the applicant. 

CREDIT 

There is no information concerning the applicant 
in the records of the Credit Bureau of Greater 
Boston, Inc., 11 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachu-

COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

SPIICIAL AGENr 
IN CHARGII 

GBuREAU (123-7248) (ANJSD) 
1-BOSTON 

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE ~ACES 

.-.• \' -. "~,"t .... 
- ''.\ ,, 

' . ' . 

PROPERTY OF FBI-THIS tOIIFIBENl=I.U. REPORT AND ITS tONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED, _ 

O. S. GOYDN.QIT PIIHTINGI onu:a 1G-6g~t 
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CRTI'INAL 

There is no information concerning the applicant in the records 
of the Massachusetts Board of Probation, Court Hous~, Boston, 
hlassac:c.usetts, a central repository for all criminal arrest 
records in the state of Massachusetts. 

-REFERRED UFQN COF2?LETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Form.No.i 
THIS CASE ORIGJNATED AT Wl.E.lo.U 

REPORT MAOB AT 

TITLE 

'DATEWHEN I 
MADE 

l/2/Sl 

NK FILE NO. 12:3-149/f. 

PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 

12/28/50 
CHARACTER OF CASE: 

hp 

b6 
b7C 

JAl·ii!S IJANCOCK .110F.fi, aka 
James Rortyt James H. rtOrty 

SPECIAL lN!tlUiliY-Si'l1.T~ DEPliliT!-'.B!U' 
Public LLw 402, SOth Congresa 

I VOICJ:: Oll Al-EE.ICA 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: nor~ has resided at Flatbrookville, UJ, tor intermittent 
periods since 1945· Lives in a seclwed mountainous section 
and devotes I:Jajor pal't or bia time to writing. Neighborhood 
investigation and interviews with persons acquainted With 
RCiifi ainca his residence in NJ ref'leet he bears a. good 
reputation locall7 and is extremely interested in problem 

D~AILS: 

ApPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 

of prOper nutri-tion in food stuffs. No derogato17 informa
tion developed. No police record. 

Bureau letter to Nev York• 32/12/50. 

Postmistress ~ SAULTER, 1?la.tbrookville, New Jersey, 
advised that EOR'fi and his vlfe reside in a seclu:led section 
or that area, their home being located in the nountains 
about one mile outside of Flatbrookvllle. She stated the~ 
have resided there intermittently for the past four or £ivs 
yeara and are presently on a trip to C-entral America, tho 
purpose of uhich tlrs. SAULTER stated is to allow ROlt.TY to 
gather o.aterial £or an article dealing with the nutritional 
elements r;resent in vurious frv.!te vhieh a:re brour:nt to tb.e 
United State,; by the United Fruit C.olnpaey. Thi~ company is 
sponsoring .hord:l' '1!1 trip azn the £ortheondng al"ticle. 

Mrs. SAULTER stated that both RO!d'Y and his wife 'While at 
their home devote the mjor r..art of their time to writing 
and do not .oingle with any o£ the local residents of the 
area. Mr.s. SAULTr:R stated that the only knowledge she baa 

COPJES OF THIS REPORT 

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE: IN' THESE SPACES 

3 ..... Bureau (123-7248) 

1- l1ewark 

•' ,, ,.'#-,, ... 

' ' 

PROPERTY OF FBI-THIS G911FI8Efi'Fh\L REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED, 

U s. GOVERNMEMT PRlNTIHG OFflCt l6-69255-1 
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concerning RORTY is by reason of' her contact 'l'::i..th him when he comes to the 
Por-t Off'!ca for !.Jail. She ntated that she has nov<Jr heard anythin:; d·~roga
tory concerning his reputation, character and l~;alty. 

!f:rs • .?AiJLT&'l stated,. however, tha.l:i she believed R.OJ.1TY -.ms anti
Communist and1 .:ts a basis for this opir.ionJ stated that she recnlled. RCR?"tt~ 
statine i'ouc- or five yen.rr: ag~ ·\7hcn th..- war ended tna t:. !~r.l : rica should not 
disarm but should ,10 :t'i;,;ht on throuch to nus~ia in ordar to prevent nussia 
from eainine too much pm1er in L"u..t.•ope.. She cnuld not recall any other otate-
ments made. 1.>y no;("ty in this regard. · 

She advised that the only associates which the RORTYS 
had in the area are Rll1JO£PH BUENZ of !·lcrrtion, 1rew Jersc7, and A!::OS DIXOU or 
Stillwater, Uew J.~rsey. 

Mrs. GLYCS ~""~ISH1 Flatbrookville, 't!aw Jersey, advi:;ed t.'l;.<lt she 
knows RO'ftTI and his 'l'di'e in only a. cas.ua.l 71B.y; that t11cy do not a.::>sociate 
with any persons in the noighLorhood and are away n s~eqt deal o£ the time1 
only residi!te in their hou:-.e for intermittent periods of two or three months 
during which time they devote themselves ll".ainly to their writin.;. She 
stated they apparently travel for several months gatherine m·-terial for 
their articles and then cone back to their home in Flatbrookville and spend 
several months preparing 7,hese articles, after ~'hich tim2 they leave again 
to gath:..r addit,ional r.w.ts:rial. She stated that zhe knows nothint~ derogatory 
concerning RORTI and his rlfe and th~~ t they have maintained a IXOOd 
repu·tatlon locally, and .:;he knows of' no reason to q'llestion ·!Jhcir loyalty 
or eharact~r·. 

RUDOLPH !IDENZ, l~ill Street, Ncwton.t New Jeraey, advioed that he 
has been acquainted with ?.0!1TY and his l'<'ife for a period of four 01 .. i'ive 
years. They have berm quite frlen~ily 3!1d hi:i.-;o tdn·.~l~d sociall7r B-nil he 
regards ~0~-:iY to be a !'ln~ o: ~c·JC1 chc:.ractt:!' c.nd -,~, ··"l 'r~·,...,t:i~..-~. 1':':::7 stated. 
that he kner; of nothjng derogatory concerning RORTrts reput?.tion, character 
or loyalty which wou1rl render him unfit for arry position i.rrvolving any w-ork 
oi' a confidential n;;. ture ·with the Government. 

1b.... U!JE.NZ ~tated that Ro::: · Y nrl.eht be coP.sidcred somewha.t 
radical in his l...hinkint; alonr: certain lines and ga·vr? as an .illustration 
the i.'hct t;1ot XW1TY is vi tall;," intcreotcd in ·~}lc qllcstion of forcin;~ tho food 
manu~acturors, part.5.cularly th~ flour industry, to properly utllizo all the 
nutrit:tonc'll elemontz in v•6eat. n\r:·.rr is so fanatical in this connection that 
he has in the past ·2ven :.·ent ~'"o 'l'c:x:a::: for :.l. m.rticul:.r t"roe of 'vheat ·which 
he utilized in mkine his ovm bread. Accordinc to BUI:Nz~- EORrY believes that 
the Government should e~ereise more control over the question of re~ting 
the proper amount of nutrition in food stuffs. Bu~NZ stat:.ed that he did not 
mean to i."T.ply that RO!:TY v.-as radical in his thin::irgin so far as any subversive 
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sympathies were concerned and stated on the other hand that RORTY, in his 
opinion, is anti-communist in his fe~lings. 

BUENZ stated that the only specific example which he could give 
to back up his opinion of the anti-communist feelings of RORTY was a recol
lection which BUENZ had of a conversation with RORTY recently in which EORTY 
stated that the Peekskill Mountains were full of connnunists and that steps 
should be taken eo that the water .supply of New York City, which emanates 
from the Peekskill area would be carefully guarded against any attempt to 
poison water by these Conmunists in the eTent America went to war with Russia. 
BUENZ stated that RORTY•s feelings in this regard were apparently quite strong 
in view of the fact that he has mentioned it on several occasions. 

Mr. and Mrs. AMCS DIXON, Stillwater, New Jersey, were interviewed 
by the writer. Mr. DIXON is a retired emplo,yee of the New Jersa,y Bell 
Telephone Company and a former New Jersey State Assemblyman. Both Mt. and Mrso 
DIXON stated that they have known the RORTIS for four or five years, having 
first met them at a township meeting in Flatbrookville, New Jersey, ·when 
Mr. DIXON was running for the Assembly. Since then they have visited the 
RORTYS on several occasions and have had the RORTYS at their home at 
various times for social visj,.ts. 

Mr. arid Mrs. DIXON stated that they knew of no derogatory infor
mation concerning the cha~cter, reputation or loyalty of RORTY and his wife. 
Mr. DUON stated that while he knew of no reason Why RORTY should not be 
appointed to any position involving any confidential work with the Govern
ment, nevertheless, he did not feel that he knew RORTY well enough to express 
a positive opinion in this regard. 

Mr. and Mrs. DIXON stated that during various conversations vdth 
RORTY he has expressed himself as being violently anti-communist. He has 
stated that the Communists will never gain control of the Government of the 
United States; that everyone should do what he could bo combat the Communist 
infiltration in this country, and recently told the DIXONS that he had 
applied for a position with the Voice of America section of the State 
Department· and was going to do whatever he could in that position to 
combat the Communists. 

Trooper A. E. ZAZZI of the New Jers~ State Police, Newton, New 
Jersey, advised his department bas no police record of RORTY or his wife. 

New Jersey o 

There is no Credit Bureau covering the area o.f Flatbrookville, 

• · ·REFERRED uPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN • 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

With n-e,fl.!'d to RORTY's loyalty, Mrso SAULTER stated that she believed 
he was loyal; however, ~he believed he was a Socialisto This opinion is 
based upon ~e fe.ct that p:r~.:~r to RORTY's residence in Flatbrookville there 
was no one who voted on the Soeialist ticket, but that since he has resided 
there, there has been ~ Socialist vote cast each year, and she is of the 
opinion RORTY is tbe one who has cast this vote. She stated that she could 
not furnish aqy further basis for her opinion in this regard. 

rl'l ~/"' 
1 •' '-.......!J Mrs. SAULTER stated, however, that she believed RORTY was anti-

mmur.ist and, as a basis for this opinion, stated that she recalled RORTYis 
stating four or .five years ago when the war ended that America should not 
diearm but should go right on through to Russia in order to prevent Russia 
from gaining too much power in Europe. She cduld not recall any other state-
ments made by RORTY in · this regard. w } ".;v~ ~ u .!2. N :t~ , _ 

·RUDOIRH BilE:& 1 'Who is also mentioned in the body of this report, 
stated that RORTY might be considered somewhat radical in his thinking along 
certain lines and gave as an illustration the fact that ROFd'Y is vitally 
interested in the question of forcing the food. manufacturers, particularly 
the flour industry, to properly utilize all the nutri tiona! elements in 
wheat. RORTY is so fanatical in this connection that he has in the past 
even sent to Texas f'or a particular type of' wheat which he utilized in making 
his own bread. According to BUENZ, RORI'Y believes that the Government should 
exercise more control over the question of' regulating the proper amount of 
nutrition in food stuffs. BUENZ stated that he did not mean to 1mp17 that 
RORTY was radical in his thinking in so far as any subversive sympathies were 
concerned and stated on the other hand that RORTY, in his opinion, is anti
Communist in his feelings. 

BUENZ stated that the only specific example which he could give 
to back up his opinion or the anti-Communist feelings of RORTY was a recol
lection which BUENZ had of a conversation with RORTY recently in which RORTI 
stated that the Peekskill MoWltains were full of Communists and that steps 
should be taken so that the water supply of' New York City, which emanates 
from the Peekskill area would be carefully guarded against a1l.F attempt to 
poison water by these Communists in the event America went to war with Russia. 
BUENZ stated that RORl'Y 1s feelings in this regard were apparently quite strong 
in view of the fact that he has mentioned 1 t on several occasions. _ __/ 

/ .. ~ - '·\ .... ~ 

\ ~~ Mro and Mrs. DIXON stated that during various conversations with 
'<~ ~ , ROR'l'Y he has expressed himself as being violently anti-Communist. He has 

,· i ' stated that the Communists will never gain control of the Government of' the 
9'~ I 

I 

'---~ --.' 
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NK 123-1494 

@MUJISJ.'RATIVE (Continued) 

United States; that everyone should do \/hat he could to combat the Communist 
infiltration in this countcy, and recently told the DIXONS that he had 
applied .for a position with th~ Vole~ of America Section of the State 
Department and was going to do whatever he could in that x ~ition to com
bat the Communists. 

- . .,.. • . ...... 1 

~~ .~ - · · ).&-. and Mrs. DIXON stated that they have read a nUIIlber of RORTY's 
articles, which have' concerned themselves mainl,y with the question ot better 
nutrition in the food industry, particularly in the manufactm-e of nour 

t products. RORTY 1s 'Wif'e writes under the name of WINIFRED 
NBUSCH vhich is her maiden name, and a number of heF article! 'h&VE! 

ppe mhe "Commentary0 Magazine. These articles have concerned them-
' selves mainly with the sociological _.problems of the Chinese, negroes aDd 

'\,: ""'. other so-called underprivileged classes, and in order to secure material 
, for her article, she has told Mr. and Mrs. DIXON that she has gone out alld 

lived with~ Cb,iae•• on the West Coast and the negroes in !lew York City. 

¥:"; . cfo~dJ:)J to Mr. and Hrs. DIXON, she recently was supposed to 

', .. 
' 

have written an article concerning PAUL ROBESON for the above magazine, but 
they have not read this article and do not know the tenor of it. Mr. and 
Mrso DIXON stated that at various times the RORTYS hif: mentioned th~ ~ 
acquaintanceship with prominent writers such as LOUI ROMFIEID, CA VAN REN, 
and others and appear to be well known in New York cfr les composed o vr rs 
in this class. 

The indices of the Newark Office are negative relative to WINIFRED 
RAUCBENBUSCH. 

v~s. CLYDE liSH, Yhose information is set forth · in this report, 
advised that she is a clerk for the Board of Elections in Flatbrookville, 
NeH Jersey. She stated tba t prior to 1948 no inquiry vm.s made as to 
party affiliations of any registered voters o.nd tht.t since 1948 RORTY bas 
not voted in a primar,y election and consequently his party affiliat~on is 
unknow. 

lr, ,., ,,, ,, ,. ., ,,. , / ;r ,< s I 11:L.c: ,:,;r 
tAI. - ~ • I" I ~ ~- ~ •J "'" /C.~ I/ /J :~ .. :5 GJl" 
~ t _':" r E _P.o _ _ •. t',·.' - ~ ' · 

I --~- . I Cc>-.--.. dd·\) , . r. v' , / 

5 



• 

STANDARD FO!<M NO. ~ 

Office Memorandum · uNITED sTATEs GovERNMENT 

rrpFROM SAC, Nev1 York 

DATE: Jjrp 7 Is 
'K 

TO Direo:bor 1 FBI 

SUBJECT: f/a'kc.oc~0 ~v')t 
CHARACTER OF CASE: J/ /) 11 

DEADLDIE DA~E: 

Report will reach the Bureau by the f6llowillj date: £ 
::>-//,A-/ 

BURt FilE# I I/~., 7J. yc; 
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DATE: 
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SAC, New York 
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62Ar:?13 .1951 

Sa ,.._e., /J";2 '><-'- oc /~0 Rl'l f./ 1 ;z. K;J 
. cHARAcTER oF cAsE t Va A 
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URGENT 

New Haven. Conn. 
December 29,1950 

••• 

SAC , NEVI YORK 

RE JA1!ES HANCOCK RORTY, VOA, BUFILE ONE TWO THREE DASH 

SEVEN TWO FOUR EIGHT. RE BULET NY DEC. TWELVE LAST. 

INFORMATIOn RECEIVED FROM SAN DIEGO INDICATING THAT 

APPLICANT WAS RESIDn:G WESTPORT, CONN. IN SEPT. NINETEEN 

THIRTY FOUR~ NO STREET ADDRESS INDICATED. REVIEW UR 

FILES ·AND ADVISE IF YOU HAVE DEFINITE ADDRESS FOR RORTY 

AND ANY BACKGROUND INFORMATION CONCERUIHG HIS OPERATIONS 

IN CONN. NE\'l HAVEl~ OFFICE WAS NOT OPENED UNTIL NINETEEN 

FORTY HENCE NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE AS TO PRIOR ACTIVITIES 

IN CONN. CONTACT INFORMANTS UR OFFICE trw"HO WOULD KNOvl 

APPLICANT-S ACTIVITIES IlJ NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR IU COUN. SUTEL. 

Elm 

FSM:RLF 
NH 12.3-895 

cc: BUREAU 

WILLIS 

,-· 
.... - ~ ' . 

(II ~ : " ,. 

' 4 ' . 

\ ·. 

---~--~----- - -



SAC, lew York 

SAC 1 Chicago 

JAM&S HANcoci RoRTY., Aka 
(VOICK or· AMERICA) 

Rebulet to New York December 12, 1950. 

nec.-,.r 28, 1950 

The only reference contained in the indices of the Chicago Office 
pert•S ni ng to the a boTe-captioned applicant is found in the report. 
of SA SAIIJEL G. RILEI dated. Jlq 10, 1944 at lewark, liew Jerae7 in 
the case entitled "Civil Rights Defense eo..ittee; Internal 
Security - C•., page 15. 

In rlew or the fact that your office is in posaeeaioo of this report 
and your office ie the office ot origin 1n this case, aey reporting 
or 1ntonaat1on pertaining to the applicant is being left to your 
discretion and Chicago ia not Mntioning a..e. 

ECA:DO 
123-13)4 

ccat/Bureau (123-7248) 

",.. ,. Ill' r 
n· l t J i c l'll~. ,,- ·.• 

I . 8 •' 
L.. . l 

~ · ·-c,'III~GI\i~· l. c[C.ll )~ c. t t 

~~H j \S i!d ~ J\ 
\SEC£\AIO ~I \ 

.-·-"'··-- ~ ~··· ··..t... . . cir. 
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STANDARD FDRM NO, 64 

' ,.~/,. 

·Office Memortt·;, rt· • UNITED 81 )VERNMENT 

TO :Oire~tor, FBI DATE: 

FROM ljJioSAC, New Yor~ ... · 

SUBJECT:;,·~JAMES HANCOCKqORTY~ aka; VOICE OF AMERICA 
(Bureau File 123-7248) . 

For information of offices concerned, applicantts wife has written 
under the name 17.INIFRED RAUS~ffiUSH. 

cc: Boston 
Knoxville 
New H{lven 
San Di~go 
San Francisco 
Washington Field 

JBB:mxm 
123-4919 . 

,, ~1t 

60APR9 '~ 

~(CORDED· 21· 
J 

. ·7 !2' r I ;;.3- ??- f u - ---·(/ --JANj & .1951 
H 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Form.No,1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED. AT BUREAU NH FILE No. 12.3-895 md 

REPORT MADE AT REPORT MADE BY 

NEill HAVEN JAMES M. TENNANT 

TITLE 

JAMES ~OCK RORrY, aka, James Rorty, 
J.wes II. Rorty 

SPECIAL°F INQUIRY-sTATE DEP AR'fi'll'.iN'.L 
Public Law 4021 8oth Congress 
VOICE OF ~~JCA 

SYNOPSIS O.F FACTS: 

REFERENCE: 

DErAILS: 

Informant states applicant and wife resided in 
Easton, Conn. about 25 years a&o and applicant 
was open in his praises of Russian Government; 
was against the Capitalistic system and stated 
Communism was a better system of Govermnent than 
the Government in this country. Mrs. ARrHUR 
DRIESEN, Easton, Conn., states applicant eccentric 
person but bore ~ood reputation; she lmew of no
thing which would indicate disloyalty. No credit 
record Bridgeport; no arrest record Westport or 
Easton PDs :for applicant or wife. / ; -- .~. 

:·, - y''~, (/,·,,;~ ;~';' -:-
RUG ~- . .. t>- ,. 

'· <!,.. •• - -. 
Bulet to New York, 12/12/50 
San Diego letter to New York, 
New York letter to New Haven, 

r~r:.: ...... _____ .... _ .. _ .. _ . .:.;_ ----
~h/~{50 · -- ~~- .··: ~-·.· ~" -·; . 

At Easton, Connecticut /. · / ~"' 
New Haven Confidential Informant T-..1, of unknoBn reliability, ~o - / 
declined to furnish a signed statement or to appear before a Loyalty 
Hearing Board, adv"'i.sed that applicant and his t·r.i.fe, ~liNIFR&J; re
sided in Easton, Conn. about 25 years ago .. This informant stated 
further that during the time applicant resided in Easton, he was open 
in his praises of the Russian Government; was a~ainst all forms of 
Capitalism, and stated that the Cbmmunistic sy~tem of Government 
was superior to the American form of Gevernment. This informant was 
unable to furnish any additional ~ormation regardin~ applicant or 
his wife. · ,, ! 

~" "\ ··.: ( .' _: . ... , 
APPROVED AND __,_ L ,h._ /j/ f,.,fiPE_~'"-!!ff.EI!!_ , DO NOTWRITEbtf~J SPACES 

FORWARDED: /~ . ? . Ff ,.-~(;lr-,-.-.; • '1 

COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

t ~ II ' ·-· , . .3 - Bureau (SD) 
· , . . ,._ . .1 ,_- ;N~w.~fll~n 

- ' .1, jJ t fl }··p I ' ~ 
I I '. '• : " • ( ll ,_ ·· ._:. 1 

j' -~- ~· ... £ .:;_- .-' : .. ,_ /.J~\.IVI\UI:.U • t.l 

[? INDEXED 27 

-.-., 

PROPERTY OF FBI-THIS eoUFIBEIITIIll REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY'i'HE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED, 

U S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16--59255-1 
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NH 123-895 

Mrs. ARI'HUR DRIESEN, Easton, Conn., advised she va!Uezy recalled applicant 
as having resided in that community many" years ago and described him as bein~ 
a very intelli&ent person who was reported to be a writer and she furth!lr des
cribed. him as being so¢.e:what eccentric. She advised that she knew nothing 
which would indicate disloyalty on the part of applicant or his wife, and as 
far as she knew they bore good reputations in that community. 

It may be neted that applicant resided in a sparsely settled section of Easton, 
Conn. and neither Confidential Informant T-1 nor Mrs. DRIESEN were able to 
f~sh names of any other persons who could recall the applicant. 

The following investigation was conducted by SA FORREST s. PUTMAN. 

At Westport. connecticut 

A search of the Westport City Directories and the records of the Tax AssessGrts 
Office and Old Age an4 Real Estate Tax Division of the City of Westport, as well 
as the records of the U. s. Post Office, was made in an effort to obtain a 
Westport address for the app~cant, but none was located. 

The followin~ investi~ation was conducted by the !eporting agent. 

Credit and Criminal 

No credit information was located at the Brid~eport Credit Rating Bureau, Bridge
,Port, Conn., which Bureau also covers Westport and Easton, Conn., on applicant. 

No criminal record was located in the records of the Westport er Easton Police 
Departments which was identifiable with applicant or his ldfe. · 

REFERRED UPON COMPLEriON TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

-2-
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INROBMANT 

In the report of SA JAMES M. TENNANT dated 1/9/51 the follew.bn~ informant 
was utilized: 

T-1 
Cenn., wh• requested thate:::Jname be 
kept confidential in connection with this 
case inasmuch as a licant and his resent 
wife 

her. 

-3-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Form.No.l. 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BU'".a.E!U 

REPORT MADE AT 

l..ITAK[, FLORIDA 
TITLE 

DATE WHEN I PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE , 
MADE 

1-17-51 1-9,10,11-51 II 

FILE NO. 123-708 

REPORT MADE BY 

I 
CHARACTER OF CASE 

amc 

b6 
b7C 

JA}ffiS R~COCK RORTY, aka James dorty, 
James H .... R.orty 

SPECIAL INQUIRY-STATE DEPARTI·~NT 
Public Law 402, 80th Congress 
VOICE OF A17ERICA 

SYNOPSIS OF FACT'S: 

R.i£FEfl.ENGl:!:: 

DETAILS: 

/'\,(} 

Applicant 1 s employment by Hr. E..1.IC HODGINS, 
Fortune ~~gazine, as free lance writer, 
verified by Kr. HODGINS as period 1936-37. 
Applicant not closely associated \'r.i.th I-:ir. 
HODGINS in past fourteen years but regarded 
applicant during period of association as 
honest and sincere and has no derogatory 
information concerning applicant. Employ
ment during 1939-40 as special feature 
writer for 1-:lr. VICTOR LINDLAHR at New York 
verified. J:i.lr. LINDLAHR advises company 
had to dispense with applicantts services be
cause of his "leftist leanings". Mr. LIND
LAHR has had no contact >dth applicant during 
past ten years and stated would not recom
mend him for a position of trust with the 
government because of his radical ideas. 

- RUG -

New York teletype to ~aami dated January 8, 1951. 

AT SArlASOTA, FLOniDA: 

EHPLOTI-illNT 

APPROVED AND )1- _A ~ _ SPECIAL. AGENI' 
FORWARDED: (....,.o>' /1/ VV\. jJ A A..A :;;-- IN CHARGE DO N9T ::VRITEUN T.t!ESE SPACES 

COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

---

PROPERTY OF FBI-THIS etlrtFIQiiiTIU.. REPORT AND ITS C07HENTS ~RE lOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND AR~ NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. [ . 

U S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16--59255-1 
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r:.r • .i.1tl:.IC tlOuGHJS, Fortune 1-;agazine, l~ew York City, advised that he 
employed the a:rplicant as a free lance writer for a short time during 1936 and 
1937, but pointed out that he has not been closely associated vrl.th or in a 
position to lmow very r:.uch ab .. mt the applicant since that time. l:r. dOuGil~S 
described thA a:rplicant .:1s being honest a.r1J ;:;lncere and one who in his writings 
expressed nis beliefs without reservations. He further stated that the appli
cant in his personal life 1·1as zentle and conventional and it is his, Er. HOD
GINS, belief that the applicant is loyal to the United States. He stated that 
he did not have any derogatory information as to the character or reputation 
of the applicant. 

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent J. B. 

A'.C 11IA1·1I , FL0..:tiDA: 

J..ir. VIC'rOAi. LitiDLidL.'i., who resides at 211 N. Coconut Lane, Palm Island, 
I~iia~ Beach, and who voluntarily classified himself as "a conservative", advised 
that the applicant was employed by the company which 1-lr. LINDIA.HR represents in 
New York during 1939 and 1940 to write special articles on food and food re
search. He stated that the applicant was vwell qualified for the work and was 
an excellent writer but the company had to dispense with the applicant's services 
due to his very definite nleftist leanings 11 • 1vben asked as to what he meant by 
this remark, l·.:Z.. L!nJJLiHR stated that the applicant 11\-vas a follower of HE.iiEY 
\lALLACl.!: and that he seemed to possess grandios ideas that he could cure the ills 
of the world". ]!Ir. LINDL;Mffi could not further explain or elaborate on this 
statement. tie stated that he has had no contact with the applicant during the 
past ten years but that he would not reco~nend the applicant for a position of 
trust with the government because of the applicant t s idP-as which l-lr. LINDIAHD. 
considered 11 ra.dicaln. 

- ~lliF".rl; ... tftED UPOl~ COl·.iPL-'l'IOi~ T0 TiW: OFFIC!!i OF ORIGIN -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Fol'lnN0.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BTP.U:ATJ NY FIL.E No.123-4919 L· .J' 

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR I REPORT MADE BY ' 

~ NElv YORK 2/6/51 {2/J.ff.A,Di9-22128, JOHN B. BJORKLUND, JR. 
l----------------~--------~2~9r/5~o~;~1r/~3--75,----------------------~ 

TI'II"b:;E: 

JP.K .... :. n!uqcoGK 'iO'-{'rY, aka 
James -~orty, James Hi Horty 

I ' 

22-2b/51 EPAHTI1El>JT 
8-13 ~ 15-20, ~f~'(5fl!;~'11~UI:RY - STATE 

'UBLIC LAW 402, 80TH CONGfiE~ S 
vOICE OF' Al·fllJRICA 

-~€NED AND .-it" J · SP~At. AGENJ' _ ~~ 
FoRWARDED'. ';..p "~,£.~·...<. , .:-G: ; , . , , _WC.Wli.RGt:::' DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPAC= 

J ,., 
I 

I 
,, I 

"! 

', 
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SYNOPSIS (Cont 'd): 

• 

D~TAILS: 

• 
Supported FOSTER-FOHD, CP candidates, 
in 1932 elGctions. States in article 
that in 1933 he had learned that the 
Communist Party was controlled instru
.ment of to tali tar ian police state w·i th 
headquarters in Hoscovr. Persons vrell 
acquainted state he has been strongly 
anti-Com~unist for years. Affiliated 
numerous organizations in 1930's and 
early 19~0's which were fronts of the 
Socialist Horkers Party and the Social
ists, 1·1i th a predominance of Socialist 
\forkers Party groups. FellovT employees 
of late 1920's considered applicant a 
Communist but could recall nothing speci-
'fic on vrhich impression based. Other 
persons interviewed state RO~TY complete-

.. · 

ly loyal to this country, and of excep
tionally strong character and integrity, and 
associations recent years above reproach. 
Wife held in same high esteem by those 
who know her. Family reputation excel
lent. i1eferences recommend 1vi thout 
reservation. Family background reflects 
several of kin have suffered mental 
disorders. Credit record satisfactory. 
No criminal record. 

- ;~UC -

Bureau Fila 123-72t:·8. 
Bu~eau letter to New York, 12/12/50. 

BI.rtTH DATA 

Hrs. HlLtY HA.a .. :fiNGfOH, 1-iegistrar of Vi tal 
Statistics, City Hall, l.fiddletovm, Nevr York, 
furnished SA LOUIS P. HG-~LEY with the birth 

record for J..:-i.N.:J':S HANCOCK .;.\OdTY. This record indicates that 
~=tORT~las born in Hiddletm·m, !:arch 30, 1890, his father was 
.a. M,0lOBTY, _age~ born in Ireland, and his mother was noted 
as AD~ID--lCHIL:[C..+roRTY, age 37, born at Attica, New York. 

I - · -

-2-
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It is to be noted that R0.1:rY, in his application, 
indicates that he vTas an editor of the publication, "Nevr Masses", 
from 1924 to 1926. The "N'evT York Times 11 edition of December 8, 
1925 ca!'ri~d an article '\·rhich states that the 11N~w l-1asses 11 , a 
radical ma.g~?.ine of a,..ts and letters vri thout political affilia
tions or propaganda obligations, but vii th sympathy and allegiance 
with the International Labor l·1ovement, -vrould shortly make its 
appearA..nce, and listed J.\H8S ·rtC':iTY as one of the five editors 
of the new publication. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities, United States 
House of Representatives, on December 18, 1948 cited the public
::ttion, ''lTevr l·1~:tsses 11 as follows: 

1. 11A 'Com..munist periodical'. (Attorney Gene·,.al 
F11ANCIS BIDDLE, Congr-essional Hecord, Septem
ber 24, 1942, page 7688) 

2. 11 'Hationally circulated vreekly journal of the 
Communist Party *** whose mmership was vested 
in the American Fund for Public Service' (Garland 
Fund). 
(Special Jommittee on Un-American Activities, 
deport March 29, 1944, pages 48 and 75; also cited 
in reports January 3 ~ 19.39, page 80; and June 25, 
1942, pages 4 and 21; 

3. 11 1Until its y·ece.nt m~,..ger: ui th l-1ainstT·e:::lm, the 
Ire'\v :i:luoses h ... ts been the 1·Jeeh::ly jovrnalis Lie 
voice of the Col.l1_, t-w1i::> G Fa:r:ty. Its first appea.r
ance was as a monthly. As The 1·1asses, it vra.s 
suppressed by the United States Government for 
its subversive policies. 1 Hainstream '\·Tas launched 
by the Communist farty in Janu~ry 1947, dealing 
'\vith th~ field of literature and cre<:~.tive arts. 
(C8,lifornia Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Reports 1947, page 160; and 1948, page 340) 
• 4. nrssued from Comm,l..'l1.ist presses and distributed 
by the Communists Progre_ssi ve Book Shop in Boston, 
~-1ass. 0.1assachusetts House Cerami ttee on Un-.Amer.ican 
Activities, Report 1938, pages 281 and 443) 11 

-3-
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Hiss CLATRE ST::tACK, secretary to the Personnel 
Director.', BATTEN, BA.RTOH, DUr:{STiiJg AlfD OSBOt1Ti, 383 l·Iadison 
Avenue, New Yol?l!:, :rJ. Y., advised that their employraent -records 
reflect that J tu:;.t5s R011.:CY, born March 30, 1890, was employed on 
Decew.beJ:• 6, 1926, and WHti L'elea::H:H.l ()!l Auv,u::;l, 31, 1930. ollt: 
stated that ROR'IT hg_d been a copy "l'lri ter in the Copy Depart
ment. 8he said the records indicate that his address was noted 
as 282 \Vest 11th Street, Nevr York, N.Y., and HD 1, \·~stport, 
Connecticut. Miss S'rRAUK advised that the reason for .dOrl'rY' s 
leaving is not noted on his_employment record. 

Hr. 11ILLIAH O,WJLY, _U), Vice President, BATTBII, .t3A..iTON, 
·DTJRSTINE AND OSBO'iN, .:ldvi sed that he recalls KORTY as hC1Ving 
been a copy vTiter for the concern many years ago. He went 
on to say that .:.~Oi:\TY h~.d the reputa.tion for being 11 radic<:tltt and 
being against our form of government. He said that he was 
considered in advertising circles to be a Communist, although 
he had no personal knovrledge of .~.W ,i.TY ever being a member of 
the ·commu..r:J.ist Pal?ty and could recall no incidents "l'Jhich would 
be A corrobora t,;:;.on of his impr·ession that r10rl.TY had been a 
Communist. He said that he can recall reading articles by 
RQqTY which reflected that RORTY was critical of the c~pital
istic system, but that it has been so long since he has read 
any of iOaTY 1 s articles, that he cannot recall their substance 
or where they appeared. ~e wen~ on to say that he has not seen 
or heard of .i.=tOR':CY in t-vrenty years and has no idea 1iJha t his 
present opinions are. 1-Ir. ORCRLL.m related that he could furnish 
no info-r:-m~ttion concerning •i.OtlTY 1 s R ssociations during the period 
he hR.d been vri th thP. conceT>n, ::1nc1 that hP. rec:3lls no incident 
1.vbich ""'ould Tefl ect RdYe-rsely on his ch~.I'R.cter. 1-f'r~. o -- ~ c.d;;.:·aJ 
s;;:~J.d, ho\<revAT>' th!:!t bAc~nsP. nf' hi.s :r.·P.pu.tRtinn as a 11 -radicHlu, he 
·I:JOuld not reconn.1end .{QRTY to a position of t:rust \'lith the 
government. Hr. OHCHA.dD indicated ·chat his kno-viledge concern
ing ~~ORTY' s political and ideological background \vas so in
definite .!;l.nd v~ gue that· he did not desire to fuT>nish a signed 
statement, nor 1vou.ld he . be -vrilling to appear before a loyalty 
boa.rd. 

H:r. LESLIE Pl~A.!.{L, .illxecnti ve, BATTEN, BAii'fON, DUBSTlNE 
AND OSBU8.N, advised th;:Jt he had worked \'lith 2tORTY as 1?. fell0\·1 
copy \1Jri ter vri th this concern about tvrenty years ago. He re
CAlled that 110'RTY h~d beP.n a st-r:-one: fighter a.gainst anything 
vlhich infringed on civil liberties, and was an avmted "espouser 
of causes fo:r the vrorking manu. He said that dO:.il'Y. had been 
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;:tgainst big business in general and ago.inst the advertising 
industry in particul~r. Hr. P~A."RL stated that i:\0~1Y h::td the 
-r>ep1.:1t~ tion ()f bein~ c:ri tical of the manner the TJni ted States 
government "tvas being conducted. He went on to sa.~r tha:t he has 
no lmo!~lcdgc that .:tO:tTY "t·ms ever .?. Co!!l!1,..1nist, b1.1.t i. t i ~ hi::; 
impression that the applicant had been Socialistic in his view
uoints o:n rzove,...nment. 1-fr. PEAl.L advised that he is certain 
that ;=trn.TY i.·Tas not the type v.rho -vrould sympathize with a foreign 
countrY or do anything e.gainst the best interes·t;s of the United 
States. He "'?elated that he had· heard that ~=tO~TY "tvas affiliated 
"t'li th g-roups of a Communist o-r Socialist nature, but could not 
recall the source of this information or the names of the groups. 

:t..fr. PEAl=tL advised that ·t{ORTY was not \'Tell thought of 
Ain Rdvertising circles bec9.t'1.se of a b_9ok he had tvri tten called, 

/-
11_Qu.r J·1Rs~_EH' 's Voice!', "tvhich was an ind1c-tment of the advertising 
indust,..y. 1tr. Pl'J!\C\1 W'lnt on to say that he h~.s not had any 
contact "tvi th iiOB.TY for many yea-rs and has no know·ledge of his 
associations o-r> current oninions. He said that he believes 
thB.t liOHTY 1.vould be loyal.to the TTnited States, but thqt the 
gove-rnment could be criticized for placing a man who ha..d written 
C~.rticles critical of our fo-rm of government and our system of 
p,..ivate enterprise in a position of trust. He went on to s~.y 
th~:~t he did not feel qualified to comment one way or the other 
as to BOB.TY's qnalifications for a position of trust because he 
h~. s no pe-rsonal knovrledge of the alleged affiliations on the 
pa-rt nf BO.RTY during the 1930 1 s. He said he, therefore, vmuld 
not be "tvill:ing to fu:rnish a signed statement o~ to a-ppea.r before 
a loy~ 1 ty b0a:rd. 

l-l't:>. t~OY DUR8fili'rli, President of the •.t(i:i liu tu.LI.ti.b C0. , 
INC., adver-tising ~.gency, 730 F'ifth.Avenue, Ne\'-TYo:rk, i~. Y., 
t::~.dvised th~t he h~d been associated \vith the adve~tising con
ce-rn of' B.4TTEH, BA. ~1~0N, D~T.~STilfB AND OSBO.U~ during the period 
\-Ihen qo·:\TY h~.d been employed bv this conce~n. He said that his 
recollectinn of RORTY was extremely vague and that he has no 
pe-rsonal knmvledge of itORTY's opinions, a.nd, therefo:re, did not 
feel q11~lified to comment concerning rtOi-lTY. 

J-1iss LOUISE MC LEOD, Secretar>y, BATT:lliN, BA ... tf0l1T, 
DTT:iSTINJiJ AND OSBORN, advised th~t she recalls -~ORTY ~s a 
fellow employee in the concern in the late 1920's. She said 
thE t h13 h::td been a poor advertising man, and shortly ~.fter 
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leA-ving the concern, had published a book called, "Otrr Haster 's 
Voice 11 • Sh~=> vrent on to say that this book vJa..s a scathing 
indictment of the advertising industry and that HO.dTY, while 
~mployed 1-!i th BATTEN, BllRTOH, DU \SfiNE AND OSBOHN, had used 
t.hl? C0!!1T'~.nv libra'!.';r as a sou!'ce for the informo.tion cont<:dncd 
in the book. l1fiss ~-fC LEOD went on to say that it is her im
precsion that }WRTY 1vas by nature contrary. Hiss l·.~.C LEOD said 
th:=J.t inasmuch as HORTY had not been loyal to his employer; she 
would he~itate to recommend him fo~ a position of trust vdth 
the e;ove,..,nment. She said that she has not seen il.O ~·nY for over 
t-vrenty vea~s and, therefore, did not feel qualified to comment 
concerning :-{ORTY 1 s loyalty, character or associations. 

Confidential Inform;:~.nt T-1, of unknown reliability, 
a top ~anl:ing executive in a New York advertising firm, advised 
that he had been \·:ell ~.cqn~.inted ui th RORTY d•.1.ring his employ
ment with 'BA.TT:-JN, B~ qTQN, DURSTINE AHD OSBO -~H. He said that 
~O"qTY had not been a pa.rticularly good adve~tising m::tn and had 
been released because of this. He said that on one occasion 
RORTY had gone to Boston, supposedly on company business, and 
had been a~rested in some protest strike against the ban of a 
bool;:. This informant said that h~? has no knowledge of whether 
the applicant had been a member of ~he Communist Party, but that 
it is his impression that LW1TY vlas a Communist. He sBid that 
the applicant had written his book castigating the advertising 
industry sho:r-tly After leaviE.g the BATTEN, BldTON', DURSTINE A:ND 
OSBO."N conce-rn, and had used as a basis for his bool{, info~ma
tion glean~d from this concern's library. This informant stated 
thq t hi? h~s h'3.d no contact 1·li th .-W,iTY for about tt;ent:v yee.rs 
~nd hec.l n0 ~:nm:ledgA of ~n- ~ :CY's aSSI)Cie.tions, pA.st or p-resent. 
~·;e sc:dd th<::.ct he vlould not recommend •iU-·o:.t to a position of 
t.t'us t ·ui th the gove't'nment and ;wuld have serious doubts as to 
his loyalty because of his previous disloy;;~lty to his employer. 

• He saicl t.h~t .he hfl.s nothing definite on which to base his 
impression thRt ~OrlTY had been a Communist and would not be 
willing to furnish a signed st~tement or appear before a loyalty 
bo<?~. rd. 

'fhe fi J.eader 's Guide to Periodical Literat11re 11 , .con
taining a list of all articles ~rinted in the principal maga
zines in the United 8t~.tes, reflects that J:l.li.illS dO.itl?:i vJrote a 
grl3e.t many poems fo~ various magazines between 1922 and 1932. 
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The m8 jo-ri ty of these poems were published in the m~.gazine, 
"The U::-..tion11 • In 192~6rl ·qTY 1 s poems ivere published as a collec
tion in a book called, Children of the Sun", published by . 
HcMillan Company in N w York City. A review of this book_ 
indicates that the poems arc 3. rep"~"i.nt of the poems previously 
appe;:~ ·P ing in m::t.gazines. '£he poems themselves P..re ideallstic 
and mood poems, and are of no apparent ideological or political 
si~nitficance, although they do portray .7{Q.~TY' s dislike of war 
and his apparent disillusionment 1>Ti th the era. The 11Reader 's 
Guide to Pe-riodical Literature 11 indicates that from 1932 to 
date ;=wH.TY has published a great many articles, and that from 
the titles of these articles it would appear that many dealt 
vTith health and medicine vJhile others concerned themselves 
vd th economic conditions during the 1930's. Inasmuch as 
'9.Q:1TY's books vJill be dealt with in detail and comments from 
various "J?Ublishers conce-rning ~OBTY's writings will be set 
forth, the aforementioned magazine a"~"ticles are not being 
considered in detail. · 

In his applica.tion HORTY indicates that he has been 
a correspondent for 11 The Nation" during the period 1934- to 
1936. The "Reader's Guide to Periodical Literatureu reflects 
that between 1933 and 1935 RORTY wrote four articles for "The 
I'Tationrr. These articles are entitled, "Hm·T Hadical Are the · 
Farmers 11

, uconsumer Versus the NRA", "Counting the Homelesstt, 
and 11Relief Business is Booming 11 • These articles are similar 
in substance to the articles vrhich RORTY wrote as a roving 
co~'~"espondent fo"~" the TIIifew York Post11 in 1934, and which will 
be subsGauently T'eferred. to. 

Thr:o 1'iiJew York Herald Tribu.c.~.en ls::m.c of ,J!'In,,:;:; ·r~r lo, 
1936, in its revieiv of _!:\O~TY's boo~{ dhere Life Is BAtter", 
makes :reference to the fact that -fi teen years before, .RORTY 
hP.d won 11 The Ha tion11 poetry pr:j.ze. · 

Nr. BT:!:NJAMIN STOLBERG, vrhose comments concerning 
9.01TY ivill be set forth lA.ter in this _report, advised that 
~OBTY h~d never been a regular employee of the publication, 
"The H8.tion11

, but had been a constant contributor to this 
mR.gazine during the 1930 1 s. 

11r. R. S. LATH...U-1, Vice President, HcHillan Company, 
publishers, 60 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y., advised that in 
1926 this concern had published a collection of poems by nORfY 
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entitled, "Children of the Sun". He said that he had little 
contact with dO~TY at the time of publication and has not 
seen the applicant since that time. He said that he could 
not oo:mment concerning li.O."tTY' s chd.racter, loyalty ol~ associa
tions. 1-1r. LATHAM made inquiry among other older employees 
of the concern and could find no one who recalled nORTY or 
who had any association vri th him. . 

Mr. RICHAHD S. rJALSH, Sft., Executive, JOHH DAY 
COHPAUY, publishers, 62 \lest 45th Street, advised that this 
concern had published ti.ORTY 1 s book, "Our Master's Voice", 
in 1934, and his book, "Where Life Is Bettertt, in 1936. l{r. 
WALSH advised that he has known ~OaTY for twenty years and 
would recommend him vTi thout reservation as a man who is 
thoroughly American in his loyalties and is above reproach 
in his integrity. He said that RORTY for many years has been 
a man who attacked established institutions, and has therefore 
been thought of as being radical. Mr. WALSH advised that it 
is his impression that ROBTY might have been a Trotskyite 
many years ago inasmuch as he vaguely recalls RO.dTY having 
mentioned to him that he vras sympathetic to this movement. 
He said that qoaTY is an able and intelligent man and for 
many years has been strongly anti-Communist.. 1-lr. \'lALSH stated 
that none of the other members of the concern had any dealings 
with RORTY and were not ·acauainted with him. He went on to 
say that ftORTY's book, "Our Naster's Voicen, had been an expose 
of the practices and weaknesses of advertising in this country 
and that his book, 11\'.Jhere Life Is Bettertt, was written as the 
result of a journev across the United Sta.tcn vlherein d.OHTY net 
dmm his obseT.'vation~ of social and economic conditions. 
l.0:1TY's book, "Our l>faster's Voice 11

, is an attack on capitalism 
via an expose of advertising. In this book RORTY states that 
truthful advertising in a·competitive economic system is im
possible and that a competitive economic system which has 
reached a productive capacity beyond its purchasing power, 
cannot function even hal tingly vli thout advertising. Ergo, 
from :w.rtTY' s reasoning, a vigorous people can free itself from 
the cultural decav and corruption of advertising only by free
ing itself from the capitalistic system. He goes on to say 
that advertising promises not merely economic chaos but cul
tural death. 

The "New York Times" edition of January 19, 1936 
contains a revie·w of --tORTY' s book, 11Where Life Is Better - An 
Unsentimental ~.illlerican Journey". This review states that the 
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book is the story of RORTY's trip across the United States 
and his return, wherein aoqTy states that our domestic 
situation is that of a progressively deteriorating social 
and economic an::~rchy with a definite drift towards Fascism. 
The review continues and says that JiUii.fY, frankly radical 
that he is, is no doctrinaire and cannot swallow the doctrine 
of the class struggle. RORTY, in his book, states, ttThe final 
conflict, if there is to be a final conflict, which I doubt, 
will be not between class and class but between intelligence 
and stupidity, between sanity and fanaticism, between justice 
and injustice, between freedom and tyranny.u 

The revievr of RORTY 1 s book, ttl·Jhere Life Is Better -
An Unsentimental .American Journey11 , contained in the January 21, 
1936 edition of the "New York Postn, points out that RORTY in 
his book indicates that the hope of the American people is in 
surrendering the belief in the "Democratic Dogman and replacing 
the present government vri th some form of absolute rule in which 
planning would remove the sad state of disorder and injustice. 
The review states that rt03TY's program is vague and that he is 
a radical without political affiliations who does not agree 
with the Communists or any other group sufficiently to share 
their efforts. RORTY in this book states, nAt some point, just 
where or when I don't know, the American dream of freedom of 
opportunity, of democracy, of justice, as things actual and 
possible within the framework of a capitalist economy, will be 
·definitely di'scarded by the masses and agricultural workers.u 

l:!r. 111\LCOL:t-1 LOGAN, "Nevr York Post11 , 75 West Street, 
New York, N. Y., advised that ,_"{Oii.TY hA,d never been a regular 
employee of the paper but had been eneaeed on a free lance 
basis to v~ite a series of articles in 1934 concerning tlOrtfi's 
trip across country, lvherein HORTY discusses sociological, 
political and economic problems which he came across in bis 
travels. A review of the "New York Post" files reflects• that 
B.ORTY' s articles, approximately fifteen in number, vrere written 
from October 5, 1934 through December 5, 1934. These articles 
dealt rrl~h conditions among the steel workers, the farmers, 
the miners and the automobile workers, and was a comprehensive 
treatise of the political, economic and social problems exist
ing in the communities rlOrtTY passed through. 
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Nr. HO\'.'AftD lliLSON, Vice President of the i·l. \·1. NORTOii 
CONPANY, publishers, 101 Fifth Avenue, New York, li. Y., advised 
th~t this concern in 1939 had published RO~~TY' s booVn.American 
~~edici n~ l1obilize•s u. Mr. tJILSOlii stated that tiOHTY had b-een a 
CTos-epersonal .friend of \·J. w. N0!-\'1'01~, now deceased, and that 
he, himself, had little contact v1ith the applicant. He said 
that RORTY appeared to be an able and intellig·ent individual 
and that he has never heard or seen anything which would re
flect adversely on RORTY's character or 'loyalty. Mr. viTLSON 
advised that no one else in the concern had any dealings with 
RORTY. 1,fr. \v"ILSON advised that he cannot recall much about 
.RORTY's book except that it is critical of the .American I•Iedi
cal Association. 

The )vfay 22, 1939 issue of the 11N·ew York Post11 con
tains a review of ~=w ... 1TY 1 s book, 11American l·1edicine Hobilizesn, 
and indicates that this book is critical of the American Medi
cal Association, and expresses ROnTY 1s opinion that it is a 
disgrace that thousands should suffer because of the faulty 
distribution of medical care. 

J.1r. STEHART KELLOGG, Advertising and Sales Promotion 
~anager, PRENTICE HALL, INC., publishers, 70 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, lL Y., stated that two years ago this concern had 
published a book ~~~~en by ~U{ES ROnTY and Dr. N. PHILIP 

./~l-ro·:1l-1AN ,_ enti tied, )i'f.ComorrovT 1 s Food 11 • Mr. KELLOGG advised 
that this book concerned itself with the writers' convictions 
that na tur~tl foods \<rere the only foods of benefit to mankind, 
and that the use of ~ubsti tutes 1.-muld be injurious to the 
health of mankind. lie said tho..t 3.0·.tTY is particularly inter
ested in nutritlon and is firm in his convictions that only 
the natural foods should be used in the diet. He said that 
he has ~~itten many articles in connection with this problem 
and has earned the enmity of the flour industry because of his 
attacks on them fbr the use of substi~utes in the production 
of flour. l.fr. KELLOGG stated that :3.0.-.:l.TY is a crusader in 
spirit and has impressed him as being a man of complete honesty, 
integrity and reliability. He said that he has never observed 
anything vThich would in any way cause him to question ~W.d.fY 1 s 
loyalty to this country, and expressed the opinion that rlOdTY 
is the type of person who could serve the country well in a 
position of trust. 1·1r. KELLOGG stated th~t no one else in the 
concern would have had any contact with liORTY inasmuch as the 
book \vas written on a free lance basis. 
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1,fr. ARMITAGE WATKINS, literary agent, 77 Park Avenue, New York, 
N. y., advised that he has been the applicantrs literary agent for the 
past four or five years and that during this time RORTY has written many 
articles for such magazines as ucormnentary", "The Cor.l!llomrea~n, and ttqarpertstt. 
He said that at thD present time RORTY is writin~ a book for the Sloane 
jiU'bllsh.i.utS huu::;e which concerns itself with problems of conversation. Mr .. 
\iATh'IN'3 stated that most of ROH.TYrs articles concern themselves witlJ. con
~versation measures and expressed ROHTYrs belief that tampering wit:'l the 
natural cycle of nature throu~h the introduction of nitrates in the soil 
would upset the physical Yiell being of mankind. He went on to say that 
RORTYts articles e:wited great controversy among the bakers of the country 
because of his condemnation of the flour being used by the bakers. He said 
that RORTY is a man of strong convictions ann complete integrity. Mr. 
~iATKINS went on to say that he had no occasion to discuss with RORTY 
matters pertinent to politics or ideology, but that RORTY has never given 
him the impression that he -vm.s other than a loyal American citizen. 

l!r. ROY FOP~~, public relations executive, 11 aest 43d Street, 
New York, N. Y .. , advised that he has kno·.m RORTY for fifteen years and 
has been utilized by him for co~ercial writeups in connection ~ith the 
public relations business which he operates. He said thatRORTY, in the 
1930•s, was generally considered a radical beca~se of his strong sense 
of social responsibility, but that even then the applicant had been 
strongly anti-Com."!lunist. ~.:r. NOR:~ said that in 1934 and 1935, when 
he, himself, believed that the Russian experiment. had certain ~erits, 
RORTY had warned him against the chicanery and the deceit of the 
Cormnunists. Mr. NORR advised that RORTY is an able and dyna.."llic indiv ... 
idual who could serve the country well in a position of trust. He said 
that he is firmly convinced that RORTY is above repro~ch in matters of 
loyalty and would. be of great value in fighting aga-tnst. GOT!l!ll1l.Tlism. !!e 
turti1<::r adviaed that '1'0::::1'Y is a man of -:rJ.~s!:iandin·-!' character anrl has 
n~7:v· .. n·, t;o the b~st, of his knowledge, associated with elemPnt.~ wh.0 are 
interested in On-American ideologies. 

Ur. ELLIOT';r COT.."{EN, editor of the magazine, ncolll!:lentary J4 West 
33d Street, New York, N. y., advised that RORTY has contributed several 
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articles to the magazine in the last few years, which a~ticles have 
plainly indicated that RORTY is anti-Communist. He said that a good 
many of the articles ROHTY has 1vritten in recent years have concerned 
themselves 1li th nutrition and the u:'iiilization of food resources_, as 
well as sub;iects conc~?rned vri.th genE:J.'d.l heal-en and medicine. Hr. 
COBEN advised that the most recent article by RORTY appeared in tne 
October 19.50 issue of "Connnentaryu and was entitled, liThe Lessons of the 
Peekskill Riotsn. This article, he said, set forth the real facts of 
the Peekskill incident and pointed out the deliberat.e efforts of the 
Communists to pro"'.roke the incident. This article, :Mr. COHEN advised, 
clearly indicated RORTYts lack of _:~thy vdth Communism. !Jr. OO"dEN' 
advised that RORTY•s wife, ';'IINIFR:~~USH!!:NBUS~, collaborated vdth 
him on the article. It is to be noted that E1L·IOTT COHEN is given by 
the applicant as a reference and Hr. OOIIE~Ps cofuments concerning 
~ORTY personally will be set forth in the appr~~r·ate section later 
1n this report. --;?/;1: _ _: -, 

~ (' I 1_:/ '' -

Mr. EDWARD SKILLIN, editor, ttThe Oonnnomle~ltt ~gJzine, .386 
Fourth Avenue, New York, N.Y., advised t~t this publication, had 
published several articles by RORTY in recent years concerned with 
nutrition, communications and advertising. Mr. SKILLIN advised that 
RORTY is extremely social-minded and is critical of over-expansion 
in industry. In addition to his articles, he said, RORTY had 
reviewed several books for the concern. He advised that RORTY's 
articles indicated that it is RORTY's belief that the urge to 
make money was having bad effects on our culture, giving as specific 
examples the bread industry with its use of chemical substitutes, 
the radio indust!"J with its failure to provide educationa.l programs. 
Hr. SKILLIN said t~a·t; it is his impression that ROllTY is a Socialist 
in his economic viewpoint. I:e a·:ivised that l·:o::i'Y is o;:;pscially co~
scious of the fihi~c>s of bi.; bu.:>lness and its efi'ects on the 'individual 
citizen and want.s t.o correct th~se specific abuses. l.!r. SKIL.l.IN 
advised that for the last several years RORTY has been employed by 
the Tennessee Valley Authority, where he has been studying the effect 
of fertilizer and nitrates on the soil. He went on to say that the · 
applicant is intensely anti-Co~~unist in his viewpoints and is thoroughly 
loyal to this country. ~Ie further stated that RORTY is a man of strong 
convictions, is completely honest, and would be especially valuable 
in a position of trust with the Government. 
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J:.fr. ED1'JAHD F. NEAGBER, assistant editor, "The 
Commonweal", advised that he has known l:WRTY for approximate
ly five years and has been favorably impressed by him. He 
said that RORTY is an anti-Communist and ls completely devoted 
to the best interests of this country. He said that he would 
recommend R03TY without reservation as a man of extraordinarily 
strong character and complete loyalty. Neither Mr. S~ILLIN nor 
Mr. ~ffiA~R could furnish any information as to whom 40RTY 1 s 
associates might be~ 

The following investigation at 11Fortune 11 magazine, 
Time, Inc., 9 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N.Y., was conducted 
by SA ':liCHARD B.. IffiliDERSON: 

Hrs. PATaiCI.A DIVVER, administrative .assistant, 
advised that aOH.TY had been employed by "Fortune" magazine 
on a special assignment from April 5, 1937 to July 15, 1937 
on a story concerning the undertaking business, which was 
never published. In 1938, she said, the records indicate he 
was used on research for a socialized medi~ine story. Hrs. 
DIVVER related that nothing of a derogatory nature appears in 
the files. 

J!.fr. :RALPH D. PAINE, managing editor, advised that 
he has no recollection of RORTY 1.rorking for the magazine, but 
that he is casually acquainted with ftORTY. He went on to say 
that he didn't know him well enough to comment concerning him, 
but that he lDlows of nothing unfavorable. 

HT·. _'\LBER1' FUHTH, executive editor, Cl.dvised that he 
has known HORTY casually as a :t'ree lance writer for several 
years. He said that he supervised RO~TY's story concerning 
the undertaking business in 1937, but cannot recall why it 
vras not used. He said that about four months ago RORTY was 
referred to him by ELLIOTT GOBEN, editor of 11Commentaryu, in 
connection with an article on the BOBESON Peekskill incident, 
and that RO~TY and his wife presented an idea for a broader 
story related indirectly to the 30BESON trouble and about the 
Communist Party tactics in organizing such incidents. He said 
that the story was not used inasmuch as it was not the type of 
story which the 11Fortune" ·magazine normally carries. Hr. li'UHTH 
went on to say that RORTY has had the reputation of being an 
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anti-Co~rnunist since he has knovm him, and he has never been 
given any reason to question his loyalty. He said that so 
far as he knows, iWRTY is a man of good moral habits, :=rnd is 
honest and reliable. 

Mr. HEHBE~T SOLO, member of the Board of Editors, 
advised that he has known J.ORTY since approximately 1932. 
He said that RORTY is 'tvell-known as an able journalist and 
as a man of ind·ependent and unorthodox viewpoints. He stated 
that ~oaTY has a strong and dependable character, and is a 
man of very high moral calibre and integrity. Mr. SOLO ad-
vised that he would vouch for ROHTY 1s loyalty to the United 
States and to the :.~erican way of life and our form of govern
ment. During the period 1932 to 1935, he said, both he and 
ROrtTY, together with other liberals of the time, were actually 
supporting and aiding the organization of labor unions, which 
was also the purpose of the Communist Party. He said that 
because the aims of the Communist Party and .i.:WB.'IY 1 s beliefs 
were the same in this particular instance, rtORTY may have 
cooperated with the Communists for the first few months, 
but that he soon learned what Communism meant and has since 
fought the Communist movement vigorously, both in his actions 
and in his v.rritings. He went on to say that he has no know
ledge of RORTY's views or affiliations prior to 1932, but that 
RORTY has never indicated to him that he had ever been a mem-
b-er of the Communist Party or for that matter any other party 
or group. He related that rlOrlTY is a very strong individualist, 
vThose viev:s often differ from t he majority, but that these 
viev.rs ha.ve never been anythine- vr.hich could be considered sub
versive or disloyal. He continued 'by saying that ,~.lQ .:\tY' s 
primary interests are along the lines of agriculture and the 
foods we consume. As an example of his 11 radical views 11 , SOLO 
pointed out that qoRTY believed that people should not eat 
prepared breakfast foods but should buy the grain and prepare 
it themselves. He said that .~..1.0~ 1"Y is novr connected in some 
capacity with the United Frult Company, wherein he is going 
to Central America to study native diet. ~tr. SOLO advised 
that RORTY has written a great many poems and has had books 
of poetry published and has also contributed articles to such 
magazines as "Commentary11 and rrThe Nation11

• He concluded by 
saying that he is certain rlO~TY would never violate any security, 
either 'dllingly or unwittingly, and would be of inestimable 
value because of his knowledge of Communist tactics. 
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The October 1948 issue of "Plain Tallr11
, an anti

Communist publication, contains an article by JP.illfES ROHTY 
entitled, 11 0peration Donald Duck - And How to Beat It". In 
this article RORTY states that he had been recently asked to 
de!'end embattled university prafessors who had been subject 
to attacks by a Red hunting committee of a State Legislature. 
He w~nt on to expla~n that in the defense of such professors 
and others who are under attack by investigating committees, 
the Communists and the sympathizers get the help of many 
gullible and naiye persons who will defend the right of 
Communists to conduct political infiltration and propaganda 
that aim to destroy the democratic institutions for which 
the appeal is made. He relates that the non-Communist v~iters 
are invited to add to the din of a kind of 11Donald Duck Bill 
of Rights Hysteria" that has become standard liberal routine 
for such occasions and has less and less to do vTi th tlie case. 
He concludes his article by saying that 11until the defense 
of .genuine liberal position in colleges is organized along 
positive lines by liberals who are political sophisticates 
instead of along negative and obsolete lines by fellow
travelers or innocents, Operation Donald Duck vlill be launched 
successfully every time a legislative purge goes into action 11 • 

Mr. E. S. t·iHITHAN, publicity director, United Fruit 
Company, Pier 3, North Hiver, New York, N. Y., advised that 
the company had sent RORTY and his wife to Honduras and 
Gu~temala in Central America for a six weeks' study of' nutri
tion and health in Central ft~erica. He stated that riORTY 
is et.n authority on these subjects and is well-knmm for his 
vJritinf~S in :~.he field of food ~ralues. lie zaid that i~O":~TY is . 
R.r.tine- independently of the United Fruit Company and \vill 
attempt to sell his articles concerning the health and nutri
tion situation in the countries visited, and in so doing point 
out the valuable contributions which the United Fruit Company 
has made to the peoples of Central America. He said that this . 
would be of great value to the company from a publicity stand
point. Hr. \VHITMAN vrent on to say that Rffi TY has the reputa
tio~ of being a man of complete integrity, honesty and relia
bility. He stated that ROBTY is strongly anti-Communist in 
his viewpoints and has on many occasions indicated his dislike 
of Communism. Mr. 'VJHITMAN said that his association v!i th 
RORTY has been exclusively of a business nature, but that he 
would reco~mend the applicant without reservation for a posi
tion of trust with the government. 
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RORTY, in his application, notes tha.t he had been 
employed by HGNl:iY HAWES, ERIC HODGINS, and VIC'£0a LINDL.fi.HR. 
Record~ of th~ At~te Denartment reflect that ERIC HODGINS is 
on leave and is residing at 334 Il1ehaw Drive, Sarasota, 
Florida. Inquiry at VICTOR LI~~LAID1 1 s office at 1819 Broadway, 
New York, N.Y., was made, and it vras ascertained that LINDLAHR 
is currently residing at 211 North Coconut Lane, Palm Island, 
Miami Beach, Florida. The identity of HEN~Y HAWBS could not 
be established. His name was not listed in the New York City 
telephone directories, and persons interviewed had never heard 
of him. 

RESIDENCES 

Mrs. ROGER N. BALDWIN, 282 vlest 11th Street, New 
York, N. Y., advised that RORTY and his wife, the former 
1rliNIFRED .RAUSHENBUSH, resided in a small apartment at this 
address for a period of less than a year shortly after their 
marriage in early 1930's. She said that since the mid 1930's 
ROaTY and his wife have resided in Flatbrookville, New Jersey, . 
except for about three years after the war when they resided 
in Tennessee while RORTY was employed by the Tennessee Valley 
Authority. She said that she has seen the applicant and his 
wife only occasionally since that time. Hrs. BALD1~IN advised 
that during the 1930's RORTY had been considered a'radicalu 
because he was critical of capitalistic economics. She said 
that his viewpoint in the matter of economics runs to the 
8ocia1istic thenry· of economy. :Mrs. BA.Lm'llH went on to say 
that .iO-i'.l:Y is actively anti-Communist in his opinions and is 
completely loyal to the United States. She said that the 
RORTYS have a grown son and that the applicant has always oeen 
a good family man. Mrs. BALD\'liN advised that she is not 
acquainted ~~th RORTY 1 s associates, but would vouch for the 
loyalty of RORTY and his wife. 

• Mr. C. LEROY BALDRIDG~~-we~t 11th Street, New 
York, N. Y., advised that he has been acquainted with dORTY 
and his wife since the earl 1 O's. He said that the ~OrlTYS 
have a 

J. 

o e an excellent poet, having published 
many poems in years past, and has written extensively on a 
free lance basis for some·of the more prominent magazines. 
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He stated that .to·=:TY is considered a radical in the sense of 
heing a non-conformist. He related that the applicant has 
always been an ?-rdent supporter of the "underdog 11 and. has taken 
up the cause of people whom he believed to have been treated un
fairly no matter what their political or racial backgrounds 
might be. !·1r. BALDRIDGE continued. by saying that RO'iTY was a 
Socia.list in his viewpoints, but not in a subversive sense. He 
stated that the applicant is extremely anti-Communist and has 
on many occasions 'VTitten articles expressing this viewpoint. 
l-1r. BALDRIDGE advised that prior to the United States entering 
into the vrar, 8.0R.TY had been a strong non-interventionist, but 
that this attitude rras not one of disloyalty, but only because 
of ;-tO'lTY 1 s conviction that wars were futile. He said that after 
the United States 1 entry into the war, RO~i.TY had conducted him
self in every way a.s a patriotic American. l·lr. BALO:i:UDG.ili further 
advised that the applicant 1s wife, the former viiiHFHl~D HAUS~hBUBH, 
h:'=is collaborated 1.]'i th :i.O.{'rY on many of his articles, and is an 
extremely capable sociologist. He concluded by saying that both 
qolTY and his wife a~e in his opinion loyal and enthusiastic 
American citizens, and that dO~:TY vmuld be ideally sui ted for a 
position of trnst with the government. 

· ~·1r. DAVID "BARD, manager, Hotel Chelsea, 222 Uest 23d 
Street, New York, N.Y., advised that RO~TY and his wife have 
resided in the hotel on numerous occasions during visits to New 
York for several years. He said that in early 1950 H.O~~TY had 

- stayed at the hotel for an extended period. He.went on to say 
that the applicant and his 1vife are knmm as respectable, law
abiding people, and that nothing has ever come to his attention 
\·rhich 1vould inuicate that they i.veT.'o not completely loy~l to the 
TTnited States. 

Nr. J1TLIUS IQ.iAUSS, assistant manager, !iotel Chelsea, 
fu:rnished the same information as Hr. BARD concerning .rlO_iTY and 
his wife. 

Hr. BEHJAHIH STOLBERG, journalist and writer, Hotel 
Chelsea, advised that he has known l\0•-tTY for app-roximately 25 
years, and that ;~OiTY makes the Hotel Chelsea his headqu::~rters 
'tvhen he has work to do in New York City. He said that the appli
cant hl3.s been a free lance writer since the early 1930 1 s and has 
contr~buted numerous poems and articles to the leading magazines. 

Nr. STOLBE.aG advised that ... -tORTY had been one of the 
first editors of the publication, rrNew l-1asses 11 • He said that 
8.0 '1TY had knovm that this magazine was a 11.eadical"magazine when 
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he accepted a position as editor, but that he had no knowledge 
of the 8ommunist control of this publication until after the 
assumption of his position. He setid that dO~TY, \'Jhen he had 
discovered that the "Hew I-fasses" vias completely dominated by 
the :;ommuni s t Party, had immed i::~ tAl y di saffilio. ted himself fr vi1l 
the l)Ublication. 

Nr. STOLBEdG advised th:=tt in the 1920's .l.lOci.TY had been 
a successful advertising copy writer, but had hated his work so 
much that he h:=td 1Yri tten a book in the 1930's which v:as a vicious 
attack on the advertising industry. He related that in the early 
1930's 10~TY had been on a committee for FOSTEd and :F'O ~-tD, the 
Communist Party candidates in the 1932 elections, but that ·:tO ··~·.ry 
had never become involved \·lith the Communist Party and was not 
the .sort of person who could take orders from any group. 

He continued by sctYing that ,{Q;:tTY is strongly against 
the abuses of big business and has always been \villing to fight 
for someone he thought was being persecuted. He recalled that 
30RTY had been a member of the Non-Partisan Committee to Aid 
FRED BBAL. BE~L, he said, had been a Communist Party member in 
one of the southern states v!ho had been comricted of murder not 
on the merits of the case but because he was a Communist Partv 
member. He continued saying that i:rGAL had finally been released, 
h~d gone to ~ussia, and had subsequently returned disillusioned, 
and said that he \.·muld rather be in jail in the United Ste.tes 
th~.n free in Hussia. nO~TY, in connection 1:.rith this case, ,.,as 
not interested in v:hether BEAL was a Communist Farty member, but 
in the fact thA.t he felt t~at J.SAL 1·ras not getting a fair trial. 

l :r. 8 'l' ;.'L:IS~~G reln. ted tlla L :iud ii' s n.L'adicalismtt of the 
1920's o.nd 1930's, ~rr1en De was against anything conventional, 
has changed, and that at the present time rlORTY is avidly anti
Communist and conservative in his politics. Mr. STOLBERG advised 
that ~ORTY is a man of strong integrity and convictions and is 
above reproach in his loyalty to this country. He said that he 
\·rould recommend him ui thout reservation to a position .of trust 
·with the United States Government. 

Miss SUZANNE LA FOLLETTE, Hotel Chelsea, manager and 
editor of the magazine, "Freeman", advised that she has known 
RORTY since the early 1920's. She stated that ttOrtTY, during 
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the 1920 1 s and 1930's, vras Imown as a radical because of his 
non-conformist viev~oints, and that at one time he had been 
active in the support of FOSTER and FOBD, the Communist Party 
nominees in the presidential elections of 1932. She said 
tho.t he had told her of the chicanery of the Cor:umunist Party 
and has to the best of her knmvledge strongly opposed Com
munists since ·that.time. She continued by saying that prior 
to this time RORTY's vital interest in the 11 downtrodden11 and 
his concern over the welfare of the working man often brought 
him into agreement with the program of the Communist Party 
during this period, but that dORTY was never amenable to 
discipline and never became affiliated with the Party. Miss 
LA FOLLETTE \'Tent on to say that HOaTY is against the abuses 
of big business and is Socialistic in his economic viev~oint. 
She said that she vras sure that this interest in Socialism 
never went to the extreme of the Trotsyite vie,~oint. She 
stated that during the early 1940's, ~ORTY had done publicity 
'·10rk for the :·Jorkers Defense League, a Socialist group. l;liss 
LA FOLL:8TTE said that the ~~OHTYS have lived in Fla tbrookville, 
New Jersey, for about fifteen years except for the time recently 
spent in Tennessee, and that prior to this the couple had resided 
in :>:Jest-port, Connecticut. 11iss LA FOLLETTE advised that she 
'·muld recommend RORTY and his wife as" loyal ~1\.merican citizens 
and that ~ORTY is extremely anti-Communist in his attitude. She 
further stated that ROa.TY 1 s integrity is unquestioned and his 
associations in recent years have been with individuals who 
have actively fought the menace of Communism. 

Info-rmation concerning the FOS:tii:i1:-FO-:ill Committee, 
the Non-l-artisan Committee to Aid FH..BD Bt~AL, and the ~Jol.'kers 
Defense League, referred to by l•1r. STOLBERG and Hiss LA FOLJ..,ETTE, 
will be set forth later in this report. 

REFERENCES 

Hr. a.OBE.d.T ~10T-LrUS, attorney, 40 Exchange Place, Ne1v 
York, N. Y., advised that he had been Special Counsel to 
District Attorney GE0_1GE FINELLI of ~'lestchester County, and 
h~d been in charge of the investigation of the incident which 
had occurred at Peekskill when members of civic groups in the 
vicinity had battled vTi th the Communists at the time PAUL iW.dBSOii 
had staged a concert in August of 1949. l·fr. :MO ... ~fUS stated that 

• 
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the facts of the incidents which had occurred at the rlOBBSON 
concerts at P~el{si:.:ill on August 27, 1949 and September 4, 
19lf9 had been presented to the Grand Jury at v:estchester 
Cotu1ty, and it had been found that the incidents had been 
CuL~unist instigated and that elements of rlOBlliSON supporters 
who had done battle with civic grou~s had been actually parts 
of the military groups of the Communist Party. He said that 
he first met dORTY when the applicant and his wife had con
tacted him in connection with their writing an article setting 
forth the details of the incident. He advised that this article 
later appeared in "Gommentarytt magazine. lvir. MO£h1IS related 
that RORTY and his wife were well aware of the facts surrounding 
the Peekskill incident and were in general agreement with him 
that this incident was provoked by the Communist Party. He 
said that ~ORTY and his vdfe are extremely anti-Communist in 
attitude and impressed him as being substantial and loyal 
American citizens. 

Professor SIDlf.EY HOOK, Ne1v York University, \'lashing
ton Square, Ne1.v York, N. Y., advised tha_t he has known .flO~t~"'Y 
since the early 1930's. He said that nOnTY, during the 1920's 
and 1930's, had allied himself in many causes with the Com
munists, but that he never lmev.r him to be a member of the 
Communist Party. He said that aoRTY had broken completely 
with the Communists in 1933 and has been strongly anti-Co~munist 
since that time. He said that ao~TY has an acute social con
sciousness and is a strong supporter of democracy in all phases 
of life. He stated that ~OBTY is a man of strong principles, 
is thoroug0ly reliable, and is unquestionably loyal to this 
country. FrofesP.OT' HOm;: :.tdvtzed th?t he I·J'0Uld :t:'f:'com."'!lcnd the 
applicant wi thnn_t reservation fo,.. any position of trust 1.d th 
the government. 

Mr. SOL LEVITAS, editor of the "New Leader", an 
anti-Communist publication, 7 East 15th Street, New York, N. Y., 
advised ·that he has known HORTY for fifteen to twenty years. 
He stated that in the 1930's ~OnTY was aggressively anti-big 

. business and was always taking up the causes of minority groups 
whom he felt were being oppressed. He said ~that often the 
causes which R011TY espouses were those of the rrleft wingn, but 
that qo~TY had never affiliated himself with the Communist 
P~rty or the Socialists in the sense of being a Party member. 
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He said that RO:\TY, during the 1920's and 1930's, was the 
product of an era, and that he had e::ll..lJressed his disse.tis
factions "YTi th conditions as they -vrere. He went on to say 
thai:; 1 t; 1~ h1s lH!pr•ession l,hac .rlOctTY is not anti-capitalist 
but is anti-big bu~iness and its abuses. He described nO~TY 
as being vigorously anti-Communist in the last ten years, and 
has stated tho.t the applicant has great personal integrity, is 
thoroughly loyal to the United States, and has in recent years 
associated only with people who are anti-Communist in their 
viewpoints. Mr. LEVITAS advised that aoaTY would be eminently 
qualified for a position of trust, especially if such a posi
tion concerned itself uith combatting Communism. 

Mr. ELLIOTT_ COHEN, editor of the magazine, "Commentaryn, 
34 Uest 33d Street, New York, N. Y., advised that dO,~.-tTY, during 
the 1930's, was an independent radical. He said that the appli
cant ·t:ras extremely social conscious and had always been a great 
cham~ion of minority groups and labor. He further stated that 
l~ORTY has ahvays been, vi tally concerned 1.'!i th civil liberties, 
and that on many occasions in .the past his support of various 
groups has been paralleled with that of the Communists. ~~. 
COHEN related that rtORTY' s suppo:rt of '\'Jhat he CQnsidered to be 
the oppresqed and the underprivileged was a matter of his own 
personal philosophy and had no concer~ whatsoever with politics. 
Hr. COHEN went on to say that aoa.TY had been one of a group of 
writers who, "during the 1930's, had been disillusioned with 
capitalism and had spoken out against the economic and social 
deficiencies of th~ system. He 1.·1ent on to s~.Y th:;:~_t •i.Orl'fY has 
beAn stron!!lv anti-Comiflunis t. for' the la.st ten y>=>E~rs. lie further 
stated thF~.t li.O.Ii.TY ;:md his wtfe ;:~-re pAople of the gre.::~test integ
rity and are above reproach in their loyalty to this country. 
He said that their associates are people whose loyalty has 
never been questioned and that he would recommend the applicant 
for any position of trust \•Ji th the government. 

HISCELLANEOUS 

Confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability, 
in 1941 advised that J&~S RORTY was a member of the National 
Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners in December 
1931. 

The "New York Times" on August 9, 10 and 12, 1932 
carried articles which note that J ... U.1ES GO£\TY, poet, resident 
of ivestport, Connecticut, W.'3.S one of the vrri ters in the delegation 
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of the. National Committee for the Defense of :Political 
r-·risoners \·Tho tried to see President HOOVEi re the treatment 
of banns marchers. 

In a,n article entitled, 11 0peration Donald Duck11 , 

vTri tten by ::l.O:lTY and nublished in the October 1943 issue of' 
"Plain Talk", 1i.G8.TY mentions that in 1932 he was nne of the 
writers vrho represented one of . the ncommunist-Liberal United 
Fronts 11 \-T:ho 1.vent to see President HOOVEiH in connection with 
the bnnns m~rchers, and 1r1ent on to say that he and other 
writers i•Tere "stooging for. the Com.rnunists 11 • 

The National Comnuttee for th€ Defense of Political 
Prisoners has been declared by the ~ttorney General to come 
vTi thin the pu"l?vie\•T of ~xecutive Order 9835. 

_ The november and December 1932 and the Februl=l_ry, 
lfarch, April and ~·fay 1933 copies of the "Student .d.eviewn, 
published b:r the National Student League, note th':7.t J1Uv!J:S 
110li.TY 1-TB.s a contribnting editor. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities, United 
Dtates House of Representatives, on December 18, 1948 cited 
the National Student League as follows: 

1. "A 'front o:r:>ganization of the Communist Pe.rty 1 • 

(Attorney General Fl-\Al'fCIS BIDDLE in re HARRY 
B-qiDGES, }-feY 2g, 1942, page 10) 

2. ""f:h~ 0nrmrmni~ts' frnnt ol:'P:;aniza.tion for students, 
abrmt. -vrhj ch T·~A'RI. HB01'1DB!B., fnrmeT' GAnerHl Secre
tary of the Communist Party, said, 'From the 
beginning it has been clearly revolutionaT'y in 
its program and activities'. 
(Special Committee on Tin-American Activities, 
Report March 29, 1944, page 119~ Rlso cited in 
~ie 1JOrt Janup.ry 3, 1939, page 80; · 

3. "A 1\vell-kno-vm Communist front 1 • 

( Ga,lifo-rnia Committee on T.Tn-luneric~.n Activities, 
Report 1943, page 99) 
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4. 11 1 The Commun~st Party has sought to vrin masses 
of stndent vo,1th to the f·a;r•ty' s objectives. 
F'Hrticula:r efforts· hJ?ve been m9.de *** to organ
ize c0llPe;e students into a revolutionary 
ot>ganization. For this purpose the IJation~l 
Stu.dent::; LeA.&;lJ.e WRS created. *** The ml3.in 11ffice 
of the Hational Students League (since merged 
1.vi th the ll.met>ican Stndents Union) ·Nas shared 
vri th the 'Red Sport TTnion in Nevr Yo:rk, an 
avowed Communist orgEmization, :=tnd u.pon the 
vlA.lls appea.~'ed the Soviet emblem of he.rnm.er and 
sickle. 1 

O•rassachusetts Honse Committee on Un-.Americc:m 
Activiti8s, ·1.eport 1938, pa.ges 135 and 527) 

5. 11A mass revolutionary student organization. 
('1epo~'t filed 1:ri th ~1isconsin Committee on the 
Investigation .of Charges of Communistic Teach
ings and Other Su.bversi ve Activities. ~'Jisconsin 
State Senate J'ou:rnal, September 21, 1935, page 
2415) 

. 6. "A Communist student ft>ont. 
(~APP-COUDEBT Committee, lnte~im Report, 
December 1, 1941, page 14) 11

• 

A p.llmphlet entitled, "Culture and the ·crisisn, put 
out in 1932 by the Le;_:~,gue of ProfessionRl Groups for FOSTE.-li 

~ ,..,.O ' D 1· t J ·'1 .. "'' ,-,-,,.m~~ b li'Cc• r , ,., d FO .... n ':I.:Y'lr:.t _,.. • , ~r. s ,~ .J'n:> ·, l,··lJ. A.S R. m;::m .• e:r. .. Jol.bli an :'.JJ 

1·:ert7 t.he Communist 1-'arty nominees f0~ P-rt=>sident and Jice 
President in the 1932 elect.ions. The ComTl'!unist l:'arty has 
been designe,:~.tGd by the Attorney General as coming 1.vi thin the 
purvie"t·r of Executive Order 9835. 

The aforementioned pamphlet stRtes tht:'!t in September 
1932 fl. grou.:o of 50 American '\trriters, painters, teache't's a.nd 
other p~ofessional w0~kers declared their support of FOSTER 
and FO .to and the Communist Party ticket in the 1932 national 
elections. In a statement given to the press this group 
denounced the m;:~.jor politicRl parties a.nd the Socialists and 
stAted that 11 the only effective way to protest against the 
chaos, the itfastefulness and the indesc:ribable mise:r;r in th~ 

• 
-23-



NY 123-4919 

present economic system is to vote for Communist candidatesn. 
It vrent on to say that the Communist Party alone worked to 
educate and organize classes dispossessed by the present 
sy~tem so as to make them an efficent instrtunent for estab
lishing a ne-vr soci~ty based on equal opportuni tic::: to 11ork, 
equal distribution of income, and mmership by the people 
of the national resources. 

RORTY, in his article, 11 0peration Dona.ld Ducku, 
previousJy referred to, stated that he had been the secretary 
of the League of Professional Groups for FOSTER and FO'RD, and 
said that he had resigned. In this article rtORTY stated that 
by 1933 he had learned that "the American Communist Party was 
neither democratic nor autocratic, but that it was the strictly 
controlled instrument of a totalitarian police state whose 
headquarters were in I•loscow". 

A letter dated September 21, 1934 from the C.ommunist 
League of P~erica, 144 Second Avenue, New York, N. Y., ad
dress·ed to JA:MTI:s RO~TY, \'Jestport, Connecticut, addresses RORTY 
as "Dear Comrade RO-~Tyu, and enclosed a list of the contacts 
of the Communist League throughout the country. This letter 
wa.s found in tb:e possession of the applicant at the time ·of 
his arrest at El Centro, California, on February 26, 1935. 

J.Al~D B.OHTY, in an article appearing in the "New 
York Postn on Harch 2, 1935, refers to his arrest ~n .1:!:1 Centro, 
California, and his subsequent expulsion from California, 
and explains that he h::1.d come into the Imperial V"alley as 
part of a nation-uido obsorvatj_on tour, and that the local 
authorities interpreted his inte~est in labor relations as 
dangerous radicalism, had arrested him and had run him out 
of the State. In this article RORTY points out that at the 
time O·f his arrest his car was searched and assorted radical 
literature had been taken therefrom. He subsequently mentioned 
that the sheriff had retained a list of the subscribers o:r the 
defunct, 111'-1ili tant", an organ of the no longer existent Com
munist League of America, forwarded to him by the editor. He 
said that the editor had addressed him, then a member of the 
nmv defunct American 1·Jorkers Party, as "Dear Comradeu. 

Confidential Informant T-3, of known reliability, 
advised on August 9, 1941 that the Trotskyites in the United 
States had been expelled from the Communist Party in 1928, 
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and had org::mized the Communist League of ll.me-r>ica. H8 1.vent 
on to SCI.Y that the policies ::md principles of the ;.rrotskyi tes 
1.verR gener::!.lly mo-re left '\ving and inte:rna tion13.list in charac
ter th::3.n L-he pulicies of th:; S'i' .'\LIH-ccntrolled Co!!lJHlmi At 
P~-r>ty. This informe.nt .-=tdvised that during the latter p:,.rt 
of 193Y- this group anno1.mced its break -v;i th the official 
Com.'nunist P::rr.-ty, a.nd issu.Pd a c~ll for the formation of a 
sepa~ate revolutionary pa-rty in opposition to and against 
a.ll reactionary fo-rces, including the Gmnm1mist Party, U.S. A. 

1\.t tha_t time, he said, another r8volntionary group, 
the A.meric::m ~·7orke-rs Pa-rty, existed, and this group joined 
vri th the Communist League of Ame:-t:'ica and formed the Uorkers 
Party of the T.T.8.A. This group, according to the informAnt, 
existed foJ:> only a shot't time, as :rao<r&KY decided that it 
should dissolve ~nd its members should join the Socialist 
Pa-rties in the respective countries. He -vrent on to say that 
the m~. jori ty of the members joined the Socialist Party, and 
th8 minority fo-rmed the Revolutionary 1;;o:rker s League of · 
.L'\.me'rica, '\v""hose policies 1:1ere extremely r-3..dical and revolution
ary. In 1939, accnrding to this informant, the aevolutionary 
lJorkers Lel3gue of .Ame-rica split into t1vo gr>oups, '\·lith each 
one maintaining the name, one publishing a p2mphlet called 
"Revel t 11 , e.nd the other one pu,tting out 11 The :fl,ighting Worker 11 • 

The a.forementioned briefed background information 
concernine: the "Itevolntionary ;!orkers League of America is 
set for>th ::.t this time intJsmuch as reference is made to this 
o~e~nj~::.tion l~ter in the r0port. 

The ,:tevolutiona'l?~t Vlo:rkers League of Amer·ica. l1as 
been designated by the Attorney General as coQing within the 
purviel<r of Executive Order 9"835. 

A circular letter dated July 7, 1936, carrying the 
letterh~.!3.d of the "Socialist Call", official camp:tign weekly 
of the Soci;:..list Party, U.S.A., lists JANES otOP..TY as a con
tributor, according to Confidential Informant :C-4, of known 
reliability. 

Conficlentirtl Informant ·.r-4, of lmo-vm reliability, 
Bdvises that a solicitation letter dated Hovembe:r 8, 1937 
indicates that JAJ.ffiS .:{Q-=ITY 1vas affiliated t>ri th the Pioneer 
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Publishers. C:onfide:p:tj..al Informant T-5, of kno\m reliability, 
has advisAd that th~ioneer Publishers is \'Tholly O'\'med and 
controlled by the ;::.ocia.li~t \'Jorkers Party. The Socialist 
VJorkers Party has been designs.ted by the Attorney General as 
coming \•Ti thin the purvie"r of Executive Order 9835. 

A s.olicitation letter carry:Lng the letterhead, "Hen
Partisan Committee for Defense of FilED BEAL, 19 vlest 44th 
Street", dated Harch 17, 1938, lists JAMES ~-WHTY as a member. 
This letter states that the committee was formed to seek the 
release of FRED BEAL, holding that BEAL's political views and 
activities were immaterial to the issue of whether BEAt was 
guilty of murder or not, and that the committee was interested 
in preventing an innocent man from being punished for trying 
to organize labor. Background inforMation concerning the li'RED 
BEAL case has been nreviously set forth under the comoents of 
BEUJANIN' STOLBERG • .. 

Confidential Informant T-4 advised that a handbill 
dated Harch 18, 1938 indicates that J.AH.1~:s .l:WrtTY, \vriter, was 
scheduled to be a speaker at a "l-1ass Hally Against the Coming 
i.-Jar", at the t·1anhattan Plaza, 66 East 4th Street, New York, 
N. Y. This handbill stated that the rally was under the 
auspices of the Socialist i·Jorkers Party,. 116 University Place, 
New York, N. Y. 

JAM1~S ~W ;iTY was the signer of a circular letter 
dated August 1, 1938 ~eliciting financial support for the 
l;"aising of ~. fund of ;i/200 fo:r ~e repatriation o:f .. -iUSSELL 
BLACKJ1ELL, an American militant who had just ber:rn released 
from Buena Vista Prison in Hadrid and 1.vas at the.t time bel.t!g 
detained at the American Consulate in Valencia. The return 
address of this circular was the Demos Press, 28 East 14th 
Street, New York, N.~ Y. The Demos Press, 28 ~ast 14th Street, 
was the publisher of "Revolt", the official organ of the 
!tevolutionary ~·Iorkers League of l'.merica, information concern
ing which has been previously set forth in this report. 

Concerning aUSSELL BLACr~ffiLL, Confidential Informant 
T-6, another government agency 1.·1hich conducts security and 
intell~g~e investigations, in February 1941 advised that 
~USSELY:?LACKtiELL had been a member of the Revolutionary 

Workers League of America, which they described as a small 
o!'·ganization, but potent in extreme si tua.tions, and composed 
of highly trained leaders formerly of the official Communist 
Pa:::-ty. 
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Confidential Informant T-6 advised that JAMES H011TY 
vras one of the signers of a statement issued in 1939 by the 
League for Cultu~al Freedom and Socialism, which stated in 
part, r:Tlle idea of dcmocre.cy rnn~t come to flower in a Socialist 
Democracy. In the revolutionary reconstruction of society lies 
the hope of ·che world, the promise of a free humanity, a new 
art, an unrestricted science. 11 rfhis informant advised that 
the League 1-1as composed of Trotskyites. 

The "Socialist Appeal", issue of June 6, 1939, 
carried an article entitled, "Left \'ling \'lri ters .Form League, 
Issue Hanifesto - Condemn Stalinism, EOOK-DE\"IEY Committee as 
Catering to Socialist .Reaction", and indicated that thirty 
established figures in American intellectual life announced the 
forming at that time of the League for Cultural Freedom and 
Socir?.lism. The manifesto was addressed to all artists and 
writers who are concerned i·ri th the present drift of the United 
States to reaction and vTar, and contained the name, JAJ:.W:S RORTY, 
among the first signatories. 

The nsocialist Appeal 11 was published by the Socialist 
\'lo:r.kers Party until 19·ltO ~·1hen its name vJas changed to "The 
l·Uli tant". It is to be noted that members of the Socialist 
\'!orkers Part·y are commonly known as Trotskyites, and that the 
Socialist 1:lorkers Party comes under the purview of I~~ecuti ve 
Order 9835. 

':rhe ?.uthor, in his ar_:ticle entitled, "Operation 
Dr•nP.ld Duc1;: 11 , states that clurinr:, the 1r1id 15.30 1 ::; ho D.11d other 
NeH Yn-r1'\ Socialists and Liberals attt:lll}_ited to or;;onize . a third 
fot'ce on the intellectual frnnt ancl called it tho League for 
Cultu:ral Freedom. In this article he points out that fe\·J of 

· its members h::_:~.d even been "fellovT-travelersn, but that the 
organization failed, ostensibly for lack of money but actually 
becau.se of the inability of its members to "agree on the 
obligations entailed by out' citizenship in a capitalist demo
cracy or on the position occupied by the Communists in the 
political spectrum". 
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RORTY in his application notes that he is a memb0r 
of the Autho~s Le~gue. ilegarding the Authors League of America; 
Confidentie.l Informant T-22, another governnent agency \·Jhich 
cond~ts personnel and secu~ity investieations, advised that 
the/A.:!J.thors League of America is Communist infiltratea., and 
th{t some of its members are known to belong to the Communist 
Party. Hovrever, according to this informant, membership in 
the Authors League of America is not in itself indicative of 
Communist Party sympathies. 

Confidential Informant '1?-13, of known reliability, 
advised that he h:?d known HORTY years ago, but could not 
specifically comment concerning the applicant except to say 
that he is generally knovm in literary circles as being anti
Communist. 

_ LOUIS ~~mENZ, Professor at Fordham Unive~sity, 
and formerly editor of the nnaily Horkertt, advised SA \"JILLIAN 
J. ~ifC CA.1THY that he has known HO'{TY since the earlY, 1930's 
and that during the early 1930's he had visited at the home 
of ':{0'1.TY prior to his, BUDENZ', entrance into the C.Q~up.ist 
Party in 1935. BUDEUZ advised that he had never seen !i.Oft:CY 
af_t-er 1935, but heard ROI:lTY mentioned at Communist Party head
quarters and at the 11Daily \'lorkern as being anti-Communist 
and a Trotskyite. BUDENZ advised that he has never heard of 
':iORTY as being anything except anti-Communist, but that because 
of the many years since he has had any contact vrith HORTY, he 
does not feel qualified to comment concerning I:\0B.TY 1 s present 
uoli t:tcs or lovnl t"'.r. -

~ JAY ~AVI~ 1;JHITTLUCE~4l"ffiEBB, self-confeseed Cornrmmist 
courier, advised SA 1 s THOHAS G. SPENCE;t and FHAHCIS J.:. PLAli:£1 in 
-=l-249 thB.t he had firs-t met JANES 3.0HTY in 1926 through.-NICHAEI:! ~ .. 

-jl~LD, a !Ve~l:-Jmown Communist, -vrhen both itO-RTY and GOLD had been 
editors of the "1-Iew £:!asses". CIIAl·ffiEH.S went on to say that 
RORTY was not a Communist and had never become one. He des
cribed him "a:s being som·e kind of left of center liberal and 
I 't·TOuld not thinlr that he i:ras too far left of centern. He said 
that he has only seen RORTY a half-dozen times thereafter. 
CHANBERS vrent on to sav that he believed that HO:RTY had been 

· connected id th the Tennessee Valley Authority in recent years 
·-and had the impression that H01:lTY is an anti-Communist. 

-28-



I 

f • ' • 
' 

r 

liT 123-4919 

A form letter dated 8optomocr 27, 1939 on the 
letterhead of the 11Keep America Out of' \liar Congress", 22 ~ 
F,ast 17th Street, New York, I?. Y., refers to J;~.NES .i.\O.i-lTY 

· as being among those pr·esent at a meeting on September 21, 
1939 of a group of "WW'iters and publicists who were in general 
agreement 1.vi th the program of the Keep America Out of \'Jar 
Con€,1~ess. This. g-roup met to discuss hovr they might be useful 
in the fight to stay out of ·war and refers to the fact that 
this group issued a publication called, 11Uncensoredn. 

The letterhead of the "New York Committee of the 
Keep America Out of ~far Congress", 22 East 17th Street, New 
Yorl~, N. Y., in September 1940 listed JAHES ... lORTY as a member 
o:f the New York Council. 

, The follovring information is set out regarding the 
/X~ep ,llmerica __ Ou_t of \'far Congres.s: In April 1941 the Keep 

~lr::.erica "Out- of ,,,'ar Cone;ress distributed literature in Washing
ton, D. c. advertising a meeting of the Congress to be held 
Uay 30, 31, and June 1, 1941. This pamphlet reflect that the 
KAOl:!C was launched in 1938 and organized to promote peace, to 
extend democracy and to strengthen security against -v:ant. 
The circular stated that this organization vrorked for: 

against: 

1. ;\n amendment to the Constitution to give the 
pAople tlJ.e r-i.r;ht to vote for '\var or peace, and 
that in the meantime Gongress should authorize 
an advisory referendum before it votes to declare 
war. 

2. A negotiated peace, not an appeasement to HITLERts 
peace, ·but a just peace for the belligerents and 
the conquered nations. 

3. Uorld cooperation among nations vli th justice for 
all. 

4. .t-\n extension of democracy, civil liberties, and 
security at home. 

The circular advised that the organi~ation works 

1. Armament ~onomy. 
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2. Extension of conscription or allowing it to 
become permanent in peace time. 

3. Dangerous legislation that 1r.Lll draw us closer 
to the war. 

4. Intolerance, rF.1cial discrimination, denial of 
workers' rights, and infringement of freedom of 
speech. 

Amon~"' !~~embers of the Governing Committee of ~C 
was listed NO~,.O!!.!i.S, a leading figure in the_~o"c~a~i~~ Party, u.s.A. 

In June 1941, Confidential Informant T-6 advised that the 
KAOWC was an anti-war, anti-convoy, and anti-British organization, 
and was connected w~th the Second National Anti-~ar Congress held 
in ;fashington, May 30 to June 1, 1941. This congress, according to 
the informant, was sponsored by the Anti-War Group headed by America First. 

A solicitation letter dated June 3, 1941 on the letter
head of the ncommittee for Emergency Aid to Refugees" lists JAUES 
ROitTY as a sponsor. The letter indicates that the Committee for 
Emergency Aid to Re.fugees was a non-partisan body which was appealing 
.for medicine, clothing, food, and money to help anti-Fascist refugees 
in Europe. 

The letterhead of the "New !•orld R~settlemE!nt !i'nnrl, IncJ', 
2 Jest 43d ;)treet, new· Yorl;:, ii. y., in t.Tanua.ry lOhl listed ,T•\HJ..'S 
RORTY as being one of the -people behind this funQ.. A pamphlet, 5.s:=med 
by th:i.s organization indicated that its purpose was to afford Spanish 
refu~ees a place of refuge in Ecuador. 

:ta.ss SUZANNE IA FOI.LETTE, previously referred to in this 
report, advised that the new \'[orld Resettlement Fund had as its 
aim the rasettlement of European refugees in Central and South 
America, and was not made up of any part.icular political or ideological 
group. 
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The letterheads and circulars of the ;vorkers Defense 
League in 1941, 1942 and 1943 list JAllliS .dOHTY as a member of 
the National Committee. The House Commi ttAe on Un-bme.L·ican 
Propaganda A~t.ivitios in l~s 1938 report, page 678, reported 
that 11 just as the Communist Party has as its defense movement 
the International Labor Defense, so has the Socialist Party 
the Uorkers Defense League. The latter organization \·Tas formed 
in Hay 1936 by leading members of the Socialist Party. The 
Executive Committee of the League is --- composed of Socialists 
and extreme left wingers" ~ 

The uDaily Workeru, issue of December 16, 1944, con
tained an article by DOnOTHY LOEB in which it was stated that 
nthe League, \vhich is solidly controlled by Trotskyites, NO.:.=tHAN 
THOHAS Socialists, and Social Democrats, has long since estab
lished its direction. This can be summed up in the simple re
minder that this is the organization that is leading a fight 
in behalf of the eighteen 14inneapolis Trotskyites jailed under 
federal conviction for sedition11

• 

The "Daily 1vo:rker 11 is a daily East Coast Communist 
nevi'spe.per. 

Confidential Informant T-8, of knot·m reliability, 
advised in 1946 that the l·Jorkers Defense League was a front 
organization for the N0 3NAN TB:ONA.S Socialists. 

A letter from C:ooperr.:ttive Distributo-rs, 30 Irving 
Place, Hew Yot'1~, :N. Y., dated October 25, 1934, and addressed 
to ;.fr. J!Ums 1.iOr\TY, G-eneral Deli very, Chicago, Illinois, was 
-round in the applicant's possession at the time of his arrest 
in El Centro, California, on February 26, 1935. 

t 

Sonfidential Informant T-9, of knovTn reliability, who 
is well-acquainted with business concerns in the New Yor1t area, 
advised that the Cooperative Distributors vras an organization 
incorporated in November 1932, and is o1vned and operated by its 
member buyers. 

Confidential Informant T-10, of Y',nmvn reliabili t:v, 
advised in 1942 that JA)ffiS RO~TY had been a conservative member 
of the Board of Directors of Cooperative Distributors. The 
informant went on to say that at its inception the Cooperative 
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Distributors vTas completely free of Communist Party domination, 
but that constant efforts h~d been made by the Communists to 
infiltrate between 1937 and 1941. This informant said that at 
this time seven of the fifteen directors were nextremely left 
1!Ting", and thin informant advised tha t in 1942 the conservative 
members of the board, JAJ:VE!:S ,\Q";;ti?Y among them, had wanted to 
liquidate the organization because of the control by this 
Communist element. 

The letterhead of the "Post-\'JE!>r World Council 11 , 112 
East 19th Street, New York, N. Y,, in 1942 li~ted JA}ffiS RORTY 
as being a member of the National Committee. 

!v~. GEOFtGE J. 1-L:NTZEn , .American Jewish Committee, . 
39 Broadway, New, York, N. Y., advised SA \'I. PAUL HC WHORTER 
in 19~4 that th~ost.::\~ar }lorld Council was formerly kno"\-Tn as· 
the-1'r~vincial Comnu ~te_e for Democratic Peace and nKeep America 
Out of war Committee or Congressn. He said the members of the 
organization were to fight agains~ war and to fight more for 
democracy at home. 

Confidential Informant T-11, of unkno\ill reliability, 
advised that the Post-\'J'ar \•Iorld Council vlas formed about 1941 
by NOF:Hl\.N TtrOHAS. This informant advised that it was a pacifist 
organization and has distributed li teratu:re to that effectt. 
The informant went on to say that its activities centered around 
HO~:t-1AN THOHAS and it was undoubtedly a Socialist front for those 
who had been opposed to our participation in the war and are 
generally ln1own to have entertained pacifist tendencies. 

'fhe Post-•lar Horld Council was the nublisher of 
•{Oi{'l'Y's pamphlets entitled, "Brother Jim CrOivi', in 1943, and 
"Saboteurs of Victory", · in 1945. 

"Brother Jim Crow~' is a pamphlet describing the present 
status of the negro in fo~erican industry, and decries the dis
crimination existing in many American industries. fhe article 
discusses the Fair Employment Practices Committee and sets out 
progress made in opening industries for negro employment ... 

"Saboteurs of Victoryn, viTi tten by .~.-=tORTY in conjunction 
vli th one L:~vnm ·J3kf[SHOP, is a pamphlet which discusses the danger 
of returning s61diers being anti-labor in attitude because of 
unfavorable publicity given labor during the war. 

-32-



• 

NY 123-4919 

A solicitation letter dated December 1, 1942 carry
ing the letterhea.d of the "national Committee of the Civil 
Rights Defense Cmmni tteen, 160 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y., 
lists ~~.ms RORTY as a member of this committee. This letter 
announces Lhat an operetta was to be held to raise funds ror 
Christmas presents for the children of the defendants in the 
Hinneapolis sedition trial. It noted that it had been a year 
since the eighteen CIO trade unionists and Socialist Workers 
Party members had been convicted. 

Confidential Informant T-6 advised in 1942 that 
JANES RORTY was a member of the National Connni ttee of the 
Civil Rights Defense Commi tte·e, and described this organiza
tion as a group which sought to aid the followers of TnOTSKY, 
vTho "tvere being tried for sedition in I·finneapolis. This infor
mant advised that the inclusion of RORTY's name on such a 
committee indicated that .~.lOtlTY "t<Tas not a supporter of the 
Com.munist Party whictr opposed the defendants. 

A form letter dated August 26, 1943 lists JANES 
!tORTY as a member of the Nationa'l Committee of the Civil 
Rights Defense Com.mittee. This letter headed rrHelp Free 
KELLY POSTAL" solicited funds to aid KELLY POSTAL. 

Confidential Informant T-12, of known reliabi~ty, 
advised that KELL~OSTAL had been a member of the Socia!ist 
W9r~ers Party who was a union official of the Minneapolis 
Teamsters Local 544-CIO, who was convicted of embezzlement 
of union funds in 1943. This informant furth~r advised that 
the C.:i vil '1ights Defense Committee "t•ras a Socialist Uorkers 
Party front organization. 

• 

Confidential Informant T-14, a municipal agency 
-:vhich conducts security investigations., advised that Jiu'1ES 
~OBTY's name appeared on the sponsors' list of the CARLO TRESCA 
Nemorial ~1eeting held at \'lebster Hall, New York City, on 
Januar~ 11, 1945. 

Confidential Informant T-15, of knmv.a reliability, 
advised that CARLL- TRESCA, born in Italy in"l879, had come to 
the United States in 1904, and has through the years been 
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considered an anarchist and labor agitator. T~SCA was the 
editor of "Il J-1artello", an anarchist nevTs:paper :published in 
Ne'l.·T Yorlc City. According to this informant, TRESCA 1.vas anti
F13.scist and anti-Coilliiluni::t, and th~t: hA was assassinated in 
New Yo:rk City on Janut:~_ry 11, 1943. 

Confidential Informants T-16, T-17, T-18, T-19, T-20 
And T-21, of kno-vm relic:tbili ty, v7ho are vJ'ell-acquainted vri th 
the more prominent Communists in the Ne"l·J York area, could fur:
nish no information concerning JAM:fi~S aoaTY. 

Confidential Informant T-22 advised that they could 
add no additional pertinent information to that alread.Y known. 

Hr. HO\I!D1D BELL, Postmaster, ~rfo -stoqk~~ 1-rC Y~rk/ 
advised s_~ LOUIS P. IilJRLEY tf1at Mrs. EV . ~-ALID, the a:pplical}-t 's 
sister, lJ. ved alone on the \¥oodstock \•Je ·t .tlurley .doad, and J.S 
regarded as being of questionable mentality: He said that he 
is not acquainted with the applicant and knew of notlung which 
would reflect on the loyalty of the applicant's sister. 

1·1r. RICHAaD BcWHSON, Assistant to the Postmaster, 
furnished the sa.me information concerning ~·~rs. EV..:1. BE.ARD. 

_ Hr. BELL advised that Hrs. HARIAN BULLARD, anoth6l 
sister of the applicant who resided in 1·Joodstock, ha~ recently 
c1 i ed. Hr s • BULL.d.HD was a writer who kept to hers elf, and 
nothing of a derogatory nature had ever come to his attention. 

Hiss G.i:L"'..CB d.Y.t::~i., i·iiddleto·•l!J. ;ag:1 ~chcoi, ~.dvised 
i3A Ht:RL:GY that J Al-!ES tW_o:t·.rx h2d grad-ua teJ. from the high scho0l 
in 1908. She said that the :.{OJ·ry family had been prominent in 
the community and had enjoyed an excellent reputation in all 
respects. She said that the applicant had not lived in l•Iiddle
to-vm since his youth, and she could, therefore, not comment 
concerning him. Bhe stated one sister of rlORTY had recently 
died and that another still resided in the vicinity. 

Confidential Informant T-23, of known reliability, 
advised "that I•Irs. EVA BEAHD had been a :patient at the Hospital 
for the Insane in Middletown in 1942 and 1943, and went on to 
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say that she had been cormi tted because of "delusions 11
, '1>ut that 

she had been released after making a satisfactory adjustment. 
This info-rmant ¥Tent on to say that lll's. BEAJ:tD 1 s maternal aunt, 
three paternal uncles, as vmll as a deceased brother, v1hose 
nau1e::; were not kno\<m to him, had been i:u::;ane. 'i'lil::; lufoL'illanc 
went on to say that he had YJlown the RORTY family from its 
long residence in Goshen and Hiddletown and advised that it 
was a prominent and well-knm·m family. This informant related 
that the ff-lmily was regarded as 11brilliant intellectuallyn and 
also as 11 eccentri9.11 • He went on to say that he could not 
amplify or be specific in his comments. ~his informant further 
stat~e1 that he is not acquainted vJi th the . applicant or his wife 

.i ;-~~~~.1 never heard anything vrhich 1vould re:fle ct adversely on 
, 1 O'l'l.l tv o:f any of the members of the :RORTY family. 

CREDIT 

3.ecords of the Credit Bureau of Greater New· York, 
chc:..~,:~~~u !:.·: SAl I reflect a sa tis:factory credit 
ratin;~ f•...,i: ·qoHTY and his wife, and contain no pertinent infor
ID-9.t:i.. :-r:1 ns ·~··"' their background. 

··• Lii:OI;ARD BELl·10RE, Identification Officer, Ulster 
County ;:i"ln)~l:;,·:; 1 s Office, Kingston, New York,- advised 8A LOUIS f. 
HTJ£1LTI:Y :~~~~ t; ;:.1.0re is no coilJilercial credit check available on 
resideni:::: .~.f ·. (lOdstocl:, New. York. 

CRilHNAL 

•.ecoT"ds of the llevr Yo-r>1 ~ Gity f'olice D'::lpa-r>i~m8nt, 
checked by SA. ATTGUST J. 1-iiCEK, con~r:tin no criminal recor>d :for 
BO"{.TY or his 'tvife. 

Mr. LEONARD BELMORE, Identification Officer, Ulster 
County She-riff's Office, Kingston, New York, advised SA HURLEY 
that he could locate no criminal record on the applicant or Mrs. 
BULLt"iRD or Mrs. BEAdD, the siste~s of the applican~. 

Detective Sergeant DONALD B. YOB.K, l·fiddletovm Police 
Department, advised SA illTftLEY that he could locate no arrest 
record on the applicant or his family. 

- REFTi~!:LBED liPOH CONPLETIOH TO Tl:IE OFFICE OF OHIGIH -
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w'hich devotes space to J-U·fl-~0 RORi'Y among other Americans. 
Issues of this nuhlication 1:Jere for'tvarded to the :Dureau by 
letter of ,lugust 26, 1942. It is requested that the Bureau 
review t'he app-ropriate section of this magazine for informa
tion contained therein concerning JA1mS BOnTY. 

The rna terial contained in Ne1or York letter of 
April 17, 1926 in the case entitled, tlfte: Communist Acti
vities, Nevr York F'ile 61-3n, has been destroyed. It is 
therefore requested that the Bureau revie·w this letter for 
information concerning J.Al-E:S .ftORfY. 
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COH:B'ID0UTIP...L HiJ:I'Ol{l>fAiJTS 

The identities of the Confidential Informants men
tioned in the renort of SA JOHN B. BJORKLIDID, J:.i.., dated at 
Nevr York, February 6, 1951, are as follows: 

T-1 

T-2 

T-3 

·:r-4 

T-5 
T-6 

T-7 

T-8 

T-9 

T-10 

I I 
\New York, N. Y.' 

Confidential Informantk I 
who was mentioned in t e report of 
SA F. H. SCHHIDT, dated January 29, 
1941, at Chicago, entitled, rrnational 
Committee for the Defense of Political 
Prisoners 11 • 

I who furnished the infor-
~m=a~t~~~o~n~t~o~t~h~e Detroit Office August 9, 
1941, in connection 't·rith the case en
titled, 11-::tevolutionary Workers League 
of ~merica". 

lhJ'l"f:'!:>.u l·?tter in instant case. 

ONI, 3d Naval District. 

r-~-...:........;;.._---,1, known to the Bureau. 
.. 

\ \ 
~~~-----------~\new York, H. Y. 

l /New York, I!. ' Y. , / 
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ClJIFID.J:UTIAL INF01HAH:rs ( Cont 'd) 

T-11 [ /New York, I:I. Y. 

T-12 I 
L.,r""'' e=v,..-g -yr-ro"'"''L'P!:Kr-"TG':""'I-rc":"ty,.....,P,..O!"TI..,.I?tc'lSe:--nDoenpa;:;r'i'i'i":'tmm:e;:;:nrrt'F."':"'". __ ___. 

T-13 

T-14 

T-15 

Bureau of Special Eervices and Investiga
tion, New York City Police Department, 
contacted by SA AUGUST J. MICEK. 

\ 

T-16 

T-17 

T-18 

Bureau lltter to Neg Yfrk, January 28, 
1943, re _ 

L-------------~~---------------------1 
contacted by SA 

contacted by SA 

contacted by SA 

T-19 contacted by SA 

T-20 contacted by SA 

T-21 contacted by S~ 
. 

T-22 G-2, lst Army Headquarters, Governors lsland, 
contacted by SA JOBU J. DIXSON. 

T-23 
~------__./Middletown, New York. 

\ 

T-24 Information furnished the Washington Field 
Office by Confidential Informant S-3, which 
supposedly came from a report furnished the 
Japanese Consul in Los Angeles by an employee 
of Amtorg during 1938. Authenticity of this 
repo·rt -.;·Tas not established. See report of 
SA B. \'1. W.A.LL, dated August 25, 1941, at 
viashington, D. c., re Amtorg Trading Corpora
tion. 
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FRANCISCO 2-9-51 6-30 PM ~~~];:~!:-~'---/ _,. 
'-<-.1'~-!--.z-

... --.... __ , .. ,,. CTOR FBI D E F E .R R E D -- , 

. JAMES HANCOCKORORTY, AKA, VOA. REBUFILE ONE TWO THREE DASH SEVEN TVJO 

FOUR EIGHT. REPORT WILL BE SUBMITTED AMSD FEB. THIRTEEN NEXT. 

KIMBALL 

END AND HOLD PLS 

-
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

.. 
_Office Merao1· ~··jndum 

0-1 

! 
• UNITED STf\i,_"ESJ GOVErNT 

SAC,S'6Jr1 ··~h,&.,'c-i) (Your file J DATE: L ~ .5/ 

. / /'/ 
/J /[··/ 

/1// / ,/ \,.,.._./ 

/ ~he deadline in this case has passed and the Bureau has not 
received a report. You are instructed to immediately submit 
a report. In the event a report has been submitted, you 
should make a notation of the date on which it was submitted 
on this letter and return it to the Bureau. 

( ) 
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11-13 AM 

· !RECTOR DEFERRED 

(' 
JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, AKA. VOA. REBUFILE ONE TWENTY THREE - SEVEN 

T1JJO FOUR EIGHT.. ADDITIONAL INVESTIGATION NECESSARY. REPORT WILL 

BE SUBMITTED AMSD FEB .. NINETEENTH NEXT. 

HOLD ' ~~ i! 
l .. --R~O 1951 . - ,., 

EX 
K)MBALL 
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~ f IP£- ?t;• '!-'/- /f 
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• 
Date: 

11 

6-50 

• 
PERSONAL AND eOM!'If}EH'fiAll 
BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 

To: Mr. Donald L. Nicholson 
Chief 

From: 

Subject: 

Division of Security 
Department of State 
515 Twenty-second Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

There are transmitted herewith clcvoP reports covering the 
invest

1
igation conducted by this Bureau concerning- the above-named person: 

A~plicant was first associated with Communist Groups in late 1920 and 
. · early 1930's• He then became associated with Socialist Workers Party Groups 

and later Socialist Groups. See pages 29 through 34 of the New York report. 

Information re association with Socialist Groups is left in to shaw 
., his political changes. 

Tolson 
Ladd --

Jlerr~-
Glavln_ 

!!~son __ 
Tracy __ 

I ·', .-., 

liarbo r 
llel.n\0;;---- JGS :PEL 
'obr 123-7248 

'lo. Hoom_ ., . .. 
\_ 

lJ'~) \ • .. 
I 

.'• ··--
# 

·ltn¢losure 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

li'onnNo.1 
FILE NO. 101-2622 THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU 

DATE WHEN I P'IOD FOR WH_ICH MADE I REPORT MADE BY 

2 l~~D~l 12 18,20,21,25,2~/50; 
REPORT MADE AT 

WASHINGrOU, D.C. lbh --- ----~ - --- --
TITLE 

I ;;1 ;;1 1/2,6,9,11,13,17 ,I ELSUll G. HEDGES, SA 
19 J 26' 27 J 29/51-~ CHARACTER OF CAS!l -------1 

SPECIAL INQJIRY, STATE 
DEPARTMENT, Public Law 402 JAMES H.4.HCO CK RORI.'Y ( I 

"' aka .JaJ!!."'I3 Rorty, Jamer.: H. Rorty 80th Congress 
·- -------------------- -------r::(v=o=rcE OF AMERICA) 

I 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

,. 

::r:~~.~~~~:io;J:" 0;~~~~; in ;:c~ ';.C::~< · t/. -~f."' 
Division, Department of State, contain a ~:·.(~ . "~ ... - !""'::.: '-/ ._ " 
form number 57 in which applicant furnished . ·: -~ ,------." ~~ t-,~ ... , .I t t " ~-
following infonnation: Resigned as editor ,,- 1 

• ·• " · ' ·.t ,. .. ' 1 ' · ' 1\ :; .' 
in 1926 from "New Masses", described herein, · · 
because of' 11poli tical differences"; furn- \ -· ' '. I 
ished answer of "no" to Question related to 
being member of CP or any Communist organ-
ization; served during 1932 and 1933 as 
Secretary of League of Professional Groups I ~ (! .. Q. ';k A 
for FOSTER and FORD ••• "Tried to work in a l F) [\ 
kind of united front in the CP"; '!resigned %1 "- r• tu 
and denounced the CP in 1933·" Book by RORTY /P J• \'·) \/ 
entitled "Where Life is Better11 in 1936, con-
tains following comments: RORTY stated he 
appreciated the compliment that an individual 
was convinced he was a "Revolutionary", a 

't}ommunist", but he is not a member of the CP; 
stated he held "radical and social vieivs 11 to 
which he was fully entitled; stated he was 
convinced an Aoerican writer cannot fully di~
chnrge ro:.;ponaibilities if he accepts the 
discipline of acy revolutionary party or the 
implicit bribes involved in the acceptance of 
well paid literary employment offered to him 
under Capitalism; has at various .times attempted 
to aid and support the activities of the CP and 
the Workers• Party and shall continue tq do so; 

APPROVED A~ if.~'~ {'-"/ 'J _..... " SPECIJ\CAGEi'll.)--1--' DO NOT WRJTE JN THESE SPACES ~ 
FORWARDE'b_: .//..Q~,/~ J/- ~ _ .... ~~~----;-------;--,-------;--"'l,.~fr __ -::-,--1 

- ---------------~--~-~-----~~/-L~~·-_··~1 _r.~~-~~,'-'~:'~I ______ ,~;~,FC~O~RD~E~D=:-~~~- ~ 
'fi!DE<ED ~ , 

t _.,. /. ' 3 - Bureau \ ~ 
MJ.\R 26 195\ ::(!\ JY 

l - VI ashington Field L !19 t \ ~ 
. .' ~ , -{ ,.·--:- .:,.~... ~ .,.;; <., ~ ~ r -- -;· - =-~-~f---:C.·-)___./ ,"-. -------4-.1;---.-,----1--------1 

/ _l . -1' _' ·, .'. - ... :~~ -~' ~ ~ "~/· ~ - ' ..- ' _..,.· ~J 

COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

PROPERTY OF FBI-THIS CONFIDI!NTIIIL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTaARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED, 

U S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFfiCE 16-59255-1 
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• • • 
his function is to tell the truth, for example, 
telling that the GP does not al'vrays tell the 
truth; has great respect for many members and 
sympathizers of the CP, but disagrees profamdly 
with many of thP-ir politics ~md tactics; for this 
he has been denounced in the Communist press as 
a "counter-revolutionary. 11 Relating to the 
question of 11Why build a revolutionary movement?" 
stated that the utter bankruptcy and chaos of the 
Capitalist economy and Capitalist culture is 
imminent; it is therefore necessary to erect 
scaffolding of a revolutionary receivership to 
take over the bankruptcy; stated it is not true 
that revolutionaries destroy the State power; social 
revolutionaries can and do take power only when the 
Capitalistic State has destroyed itself. RORTY, 
in an article in 1947 entitled "To a 'Friend of the 
Sovietst u, admonishes individual for accepting and 
believing ucommunist propaganda11 ; states he knows 
the individual to be misinfonned and deceived. 
Reference LEVI~ffi recommends~ T-1 of unknown 
reliability, advised in 1942 that RORTY said he 
was never a Communist but had worked for the CP; 
T-1 also stated in 1942 RORTY's attitude indicated 
he favored the 11Uew Order in Germany". Files of 
VWD contain copy of letterhead, dated July 19, 1933, 
bearinr the name of JAMTj:S RORTY, of the national 
t~c.z::.mi ttcE> for t .hl? Defem::e of Poli tic~l f'rison~?r~, 
-:;;tich hac. bc~"l dc:::..~ritccl i·;it!"'..i.n J.:-urdevo o.f ;;;:.:cc-c:livc 
Crder ?835· Pile~ of HCUA reflect JA1UZ tonTY liated 
as contributer to the followir.g periodicals described 
herein: "The Liberator", "Voice of Labor11 , and 11 ~!ew 
Masses". Files of HCUA also reflected pamphlet 
published in 1932 for the League of Professional Groups 
for FOSTER and FORD, which pledged the support in 
the national election to the CP and its candidates, 
included the name of JAMES RORTY. Files of esc and 
C'r-2 contain no additional pertinent information not 
otherwise set forth in this report. Passport issued 
RORTY in December, 1950 for the purpose of travel to 
South Arr.erica. T-2, of unkno~n reliability, ~dviced 
in 1932 that JA1!FS RORI'Y, Secretary of the. League 
of Professional Groups, was associated ~~th a 
"Hunger March" to Wa.shington, D. c. in which part 
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REFERENCES: 

DETAILS: 

• • 
of the participants were m~mbers and organizers 
of the CP. Files of Credit Bureau negative. 
T-3, of known reliability, who has a personal 
knowledge of many national and local C~unists, 
advised RORTY is not known to him as a member 
of the CP. Other confidential informants, con
versant with activities of the CP, can furnish 
no information concerning RORTY. 

- RUC

Bureau file 123-7248. 
Bureau letter dated December 12, 1950. 
New Haven letter dated December 14, 1950. 
New York letter dated January 5, 1951. 

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. 

The 1950-1951 edition of "Who's Who in America" contains 
the folloll:i.ng information concerning JAMES RORTY, identified as 
born March 30, 1890; author of 11 Childrerl of the Sun," 1926, "Our 
Master r s Voice", 1934~rder on the Air", 1934, "Where Life is 
Better", 19.36, 11American Medicine Mobolizes 11 ,1939, and "Tomorrow's 
Pood11 (with J. PHILIP NORMA.N), 19L7 • 

'The Reader 1 s Guide to periodical Li terature11
, maintained 

by the Library of Congress, 'Which contains an index to certain 
periodicals,reflects that more than one hundred fifty articles and 
poems had been written under the name of JAMES RORTY from 1915 to 
1950. These poems and articles appeared in the following magazines: 
Nation, Literary Digest, Survey, Century, Sunset, Harper's Magazine, 
Saturday Review of Literature, Overland Monthly, Independent, New 
Republic, American Mercury, CommonweaJtl;l, Parents' Magazine, Poetry, 
Forum, Current History, Scholastic, Collier's, Ladies Home Journal, 
Science Digest, and Reader's Tiigest. 

Files of the Security Division, Department of State con
tain an application form number 57, dated October 10, 1950, signed 
by JAMES RORTY, which included the following information: Editor 
from 1924 to 1926 for 11 New Masses11 and 11resigned because of poll tical 
differences"; contains answer of "no11 relating to question 11 are you 
now or have you ever been a member of the Communist Party in the 
u.s.A., or any Communist organizations?"; "for about 2. months from 
Sept., 1932 toM~, 1933, I was Secretary of the League of Profess
ional Groups for FOSTER and FORD (after the 1932 election, the 
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League of Professional Groups. This was a collection of vl!'iters, 
artists, te~0her~, lib~~al and socialist, Who tried to work in a 
kind of 'IJ.Ilited front with the Connnunist .r'arty. Mo;:;t of t.hf·m fought 
with the CP hacks (BRC"'.':DER and HATHAi/;Jl.Y especially, almost from 
the beginning. lluch of my knowledge of Communist ideas and tactics, 
which would be useful in this job, was obtained during this period. 
I resigned and denouncE'd the CP in May, 1933. 11 

The Communist Party has been declared within the purview of 

I~ecutive Order 9835· 

11New Masses" was described as a 11Colllillunist periodical" by 
Attorney General FRANCIS EIDlJLB, as set forth in the Congressional 
Record on September 4, 1942. 

Report dated i.iarch 29, 1944 of the Special Committee on 
Un-.American Activities describes "New ~.~asses 11 as the "national 
circulated weekly journal of the Communist Party, whose ownership 
is vested in the A.'ilerican Fund for Public Service. 

f'.'li;vhere Life is Better", copyrighted in 1936, is the only 
book by RORTY reviewed by the writer. A chapter in this book entitled 
'!Bread and Butter Letter" consisted in its entirety of a letter from 
RORI'Y to "1!r. ROBERT~'.'iAF.E, Sheriff of Imperial County, (the lowest 
down sheriff's office in the world) li:l Centro, Calif • 11

, which has 
as ~ salutation "Dear Co'Ilrade Wnre. 11 This letter was apparently 
wrltten as a resnlt •)f p('if:.T'[ts ha\'inl?' been in the El Centro jail 
dJJ.ring a strike of J.ettu~e p;;.d:er~ · ht 1934, whi•'.'ll r:;:·P'l'\' 8~1f,.,~edly 
was duly authorized to c•.:Ner u.::: ~ Jou~t:talist for twv publi0d.0L-.-,s~ 
The following statement appears on page 318: 11You are conv.i.n.')cd1 

Comrade \'/are, that I was a Revolutiona:FJ, a Cor.Rnunist. I appreciate 
the compliment, I assure you, but in all fairness I must decline it. 
I am not a member of the Communist Party, or the ~·;orkers' .Party, or 
of any other revolutionary group •11 

The following statement appears on page 320: "I was exactly 
what I described myself to be: a writer empl:oyed, at the moment, to 
do a particular job of reporting. Over and above that, I was a 
United states citizen, holding racial and social views to which I 
was fully entitled, under the law, to hold and express. I happen 
to believe that a writer owes a responsibility to the vn.~itten word 
which he cannot violate without stultifying himself and destroying 
his usefulness to civilization and I am convinced that at present, 
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and for the im':l.ed.iatc fut.11't'e_, an .American writer cannot fully dis
chargP- tha.t responsibility if he accep-cs 1-116 disdpline of any 
existing revolutionar~y pnrty or the implicit bribes involv~d in 
the acceptance of mo·st of the well paid li te:cary employment offered 
to him ~nder Capitalism. 

11At various times I have attempted to aid anrl support the 
activities o.f the Communist Party, the Workers r Party, and the 
Socialist Party and shall continue to do so, but not at the sacrifice 
of my particular function, which is to tell the truth as I see it. 
Telling the truth means, for insta."lce, telling that the Communist 
f'arty does not always tell the truth. It means repudiating the lie 
as a tactic, whether used by Gapitalists, Fascists, Socialists or 
Communists, or whatever faction. 

"Do I make myself clear, Col:i'.rade Ware? I have made myself 
very clear to the Communist ?arty, for many of whose members and 
sympathizers I have great respect, although I disagree profoundly 
with many of t.l}eir politics and tactics. For this I have been 
denounced in the Communist press a.s •counter-revolutionary, potential 
Fascist•, etc. -factional canards that no intelligent person takes 
seriously, not even their Party disciplined authors. They have not 
deterred me from continuing to point out that the 'ends-justify-the
means 1 phil·:>Sophy to validate such tactics is not truly Communistic 
b·It fan3t.i~a1, ,Jesuitical and highly dangerous to the building of a 
soun::J !'"V ·:)lut.i~m:1 !".! !novemtnt. 

"By this time, (!c:J.r:'l.rie Viare, ..l imag.i:c:,c ;;--::'.l :.J.t'•!:- nret-t.y much 
bevd.ldered. You are asking - V1hy build & revol·utiort':!,ry movement at 
all? Because the utter bankruptcy and chaos of the Capitalist 
economy and the Capi tallst culture is, in my opinion, imminent. It 
is therefore necessar,y to erect the scaffolding of a revolutionaJ:f 
receivership that vvill be strong enough, and sound ~nough, and honest 
enough to take over the bankruptcy and exercise sanely and creatively 
the pow~r that the logic of events will ultimately place in its hands. 

nrt is not true that revolutionaries destroy the State power, 
Comrade liare. Social revolutionaries can and do take power only when 
the Capitalist State destroys itself, when power and responsibility 
are to be had almost for the asking, and when only revolutionari~s have 
enough moral and intellectual inteerity left to ess~ the gigantic 
task of reconstruction. 11 
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The Viorkers 1 Party of America has be m d t?clared vd thin the 
purview of Executive Order 9835· 

An article entitled 11To a •Friend of the Soviets' 11 by JAMES 
RORTY in the CornmonweaJ:IhMagazine of January 10, 1947 is the only 
article by RORTY reviewed by the writer. In this article, RORTY 
admonishes an American citizen for apparently accepting and believing 

"Communist propaganda" and as becoming a functioning part of the 
"disposable apparatus of Coramunist propaganda and pressure in this 

• countr-.r". In this article, RORTY concluded that he quite definitely 
knows this individual to be misinformed and deceived. 

REFERENCE 

ISA..l\C DON LEVINE, 3029 Cambridge Place, N;f-;.., advised he 
has known the applicant well for eight years although he possibly 
met him for the first time approximately twenty-five years ago. He 
said he became well acquainted vd. th RORTY in £P.Proxin;.ately 1943, 
when RORTY collaborated with and assisted RU'I'}!~TCHELL, the sister 
o.f GEneral BILLY l'JITCHF.LL, in the editing of a book about Yugoslavia. 
LBVUJE sa;d this book was strongly 11 anti-Tito11 , explaining he meant 
it was strongly 1tmt.i-Gom.munist. 11 LEVINE added that ~ORTY recentr.r 
cumplcted an article conce;rninf race riots at Peekskill, Ne.w York 
which was <-1lso stronglJ' '1anti-r":ommunist 11 • LE·.;r:~; :=rLate<: ·that the 
publicatiori ''?l<dn Truth11 has published seve:1:ral art.j r~1es written b;y 
RORTY.. He stated that RORTY is "well marked11 in his writings as 
an "anti-Communist", and that during his close acquaintance with 
RORTY during the past eight years, he has found him to be consistently 
"anti-Communist". He stated RORTY is very honest, sincere, ar.d he 
has no hesitation in recom."lending him for a position of trust ·with the 
Government. He added that he knows nothing unfavorable concerning 
RORTY. 

R.elating to the identity of ISAAC DON LEVINE, The Hearings 
R~garding Communist Espionaee in the u.s. Government, 80th Congress, 
before the Co~~ttee on Un-~icanActivities, reflects that on 
Decemember 8, 19u8 ISAAC DON' Ll!.VINE described himself in testl:nony 
as a writer and editor, having written books deali.ng wit!l the history 
of the Russian Revolution. He stated that since October, 1946, he has 
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edited an aanti-Corn.unist and anti-Fascist political review of strong 
liberal, true literal tendenciesn named 11Plain Talk11 • He further 
advised he arranged for an interview of JAY ;"[!JI'fTAK;!;R CHA!.::BERS on 
September 2, 1939 with ADOJ~PH BSRLR, the Assistant Secretary· of State, 
and accompaniP.d CHAJ!R .. :RS nhen Cll/\MBI!:RS related to B3RLE his knowledge 
or personl:i lu the United !:t~tr:>!=: '1overnment vrho were Communists or 
has Communists sympathies. 

MISOEW.NEOTJS 

The follovdng information was received in 1942: 

T-1 became acquaintad with RORTY through her husband who 
had gone to school with RORTY; T·l's family and RORTYts family both 
later lived in connecticut and visited one another on widely separated 
occasions; T-1 stated that she did not know where RORTY worked during 
this period, Ymich was during the early 1930's, but he worked for the 
Communist Party, presumably out of New York at one time. T-1 stated 
this info:rnw.tion was secured from her husband and she does not know 
where her husband secured the information; T-1 stated she was never 
very friendly with RORTY and knew nothing of his personal life. T-1 
stated she later moved to ;·iashington, n. c. and that during the Winters 
of 1941 and 1942, RORTY made frequent trips to ~iashington on busines~, 
although she did not know with "'\':hom the business wvas related. RORTY 
had little money at thc:.t tine and T-1 permitted him to stay in her 
home in order to reduce expenses. RO!i.TY stated during this time that 
he believed the nNew Order u would work in Europe and,. although he was 
careful not to say whether he sympathized with the "New Order of 
Germany11 , his whole attitude and implications were that he did favor it. 
In Febrm~r..r, l~L.2, RGRTY made statements to T-1 11against the Roosevelt 
fa1::ily 1' &r.:l. said -t. ~! ·: t. t 11eY h~d been fost.f?,..~n£: Commurttsm in this countr;,r, 
and that thE: (;ommunl"" t ;;; r;o-~.1ld ::~ccn h""~t.-:- t,h,,~ •J ·:•lm t._r:.: un1-::r t.h coir con
trol which vdll be ~ lJ.:.. hion::.l cala::rit~r· T-1 replied to this statement 
by saying that she thought RORTY ~·:as a Connnunist, and he said he was 
never a Communist but only worked for the Comm~ist Party. 

Confidential informnnt T-1 was currently recontacted and 
stated she could furnish no additional pertinent information concerning 
the applicant's loyalty to the United States. T-1 stated her husband 
is not available for interview due to his presently being in C~r.many. 
She stated that in 194?. whe came to the conclusion that the applicant 
symp3 thized 1li th the !Ja:zi regime in Germany, although he had previously 
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indicated that he had been employed by the Communist Party. ,Sle 
said that she had no faith in the integrity of any individu~l whose 
sympathies varied to that extent and, for that rAaRon, ~h~ could 
not recommend him for a position of trust with the Government.. She 
added that she has not seen the applicant since 1942. 

The files of the ~~ashington Police DeparLment contained a 
copy of a letterhead,.dated July 19, 1933,of the "National Committee 
for the Defense of Political Prisoners." The name of JAMES RORTY 
was included on this letterllead under the heading 11National Committ&e11 • 

National Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners has 
been declared as coming within the purview of EXecutive Order 9835. 

The files of the Washington Police Depart~ent contain no 
additional pertinent infonnation concerning JANES RORTY not otherwise 
set forth in this report. 

The files of the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
contain card records reflecting that one JAMES RORTY contributed to 
the publication "The Liberator" in issues for July, 1922, June, 1923, 
September, 1923, February, 1924, and June, 1924 .. 

The report of the special Committee on Un-American ~ctivitie&, 
dated June 25, 1942, describes "The Liberator11 as a "Communist magazinett .. 

Files of the House Corrruittee on Un-A~~rican Activities alao 
contain a. card record reflect.ing that one JAMES RJ£7Y \7as a contributer 
to tho::. issue n<lt.t?d 11la:r 5, 192:~ of tr.c !!Voice of L.:.to.i:1!. 

A report of the Congressional Committee an Un-American Activities, 
dated April 1, 1947, describes the 11Voice of Labor" as the nofficial 
organ of t.he ·v~~orkers 1 Party of America. 11 

The files of the House Committee on Un-.~~erican Activities con
tain issues of the publication, nNew Masses11 , for September, 1927, June, 
1928, and July, 1932. The name of JA~ES RORTY is listed as a contributing 
editor in the issue of June, 1928, and as a contributer in the issues 
of September, 1927 and for July, 1932. 

"New Masses" and the 1Vorke1rs I Party of America have previously 
been described in this report. 

- 8-
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The files of the House Committee on ~Jn-A'Ilerican Activities 
include Appendix IX, "Communist l!ront Organizati:ms, 11 of the bpecial 
Committee on Un-/'.:r:J.erican ~~ctivities, 78th Confress. On page 1000 
of Appendix IX, there is included a pamphlet entitled "Dulture and 
t.hf.' r.riAiR" pnb1iRhP.d in. 1932 for t.h.o TA"~£:111" 0f Profe~~ion~J r..r0,1.ps 
for FOSTER and FORD, in which "support in the national election to 
the Communist Party and its candidates., l'tiLLIAll Z.FOSTER and J.AMES 
w. FORD", was pledged. The name of one J.A1.1ES RORTY is included in a 
list of names in this pamphlet beneath the above mentioned pledge. 

Files of the Civil Service Commission and G-2, Department 
of the Anny, contain no additional pertinent information concerning the 
applicant not otherwise set forth in this report. 

The files of the Passport Division, Department of State, 
reflect that passport number NY 21871 was issued to JAMES HANCOCK 
RORTY on December 22, 1950. Application for this passport reflects 
that he was born on March 30, 1890 at V.iddletown, Uew Yo:tX;. that he 
intended to depart from New York on Janua:cy 5, 1951 for travel to 
Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico, El Salvador, and Costa Rica. The appli
cation reflects the purpose of this travel to be 11business and writing 
report for United Fruit Company", and that the travel will extend for 
a period o£ two months. No unfavorable information was noted in the 
file. 

Confidential informant T-2, of unlmown reliability, advised 
that a "Hunger March" to Washington, D. c. was staged in December, 1932 
in ~nich part of the participants were members and organizers of the 
Communist Party. T-2 stated that the :members of the Le~g-J.e of Prof
~ssional Groups, previously mention~d in this report, handled publicity 
ar.;d other mati.ers in connection with &he ·;lf>Iar'l.!hn. Ut: ;.;aid th .. :d:.1he 
Secretary of the League of Profeo~lonal Groupo, J;J~E3 liOR~7, appe~~d 
to the participating marchers to keep notes of happenings during the . 
"March". He added that JAMES RORTY was in Vlashington, n. c. after the 
marchers reached Washington, D. c. 

The files of t.he Credit Bureau contained no re:cord of RORTY. 

Confidential infonnant T-3, of knovm reliability, who was for 
some years extremely active in the affairs of the Communist Party and 
has a personal knowledge of many national and local Co~unists, advised 
that ROF..TY is not known to him as a member of the Communist Party. 

Confidential informan~T-4, T-5, and T-6, of known reliability, 
who are conversant with the activities of the Communist Party in this 
area, advised that they could furnish no information concerning ROHTY. 

- P~ED UPON COM?LETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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ADMINISI'RATIVE PAGE 

It is noted that reference Bureau letter refl~cts that the 
name of JAMES RORTY app-ears in Dies Committee Report number one, 
pages 380 and 530. The information on page 380 is the aame inform
ation as set forth in the details of this report from Appendix IX from 
HCUA. The information on page 530 is not considered pertinent for 
insertion in the details of this report since it reflects that the 
name of JP~!ES RORTY is included on a committee which is listed therein 
as affiliated with the American Civil Liberties Union. 

It is noted that the report of Special Agent THOMAS G. SPENCER, 
dated May ll, 1949 at New York, New York, entitled in part "JAY DAVID 
WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, Perjury, Espionage - R, reveals that CHAMBERS 
advised Special Agent THOMAS G. SPENCER in 1949 that he would describe 
JAMES RORTY as being 11 scme kind of left of center liberal, and I would 
not think that he was too far left of center •••• It is also my impression 
that he is anti-conmunist. 11 

It is noted that 13W:'eau letter dated June 17, 1942, entitled 
"J.AMES RORTY, Internal Security, Hatch Act 11 , reflects that Dr. RAY DAVIS, 
of the .9ni thsonian Institution, furnished information to the Bureau to the 
effect that RORTY had made a number of inflammatory and radical state
ments which were extremely pro-Russian ani, at the same time, critical 
of the United States. These statements were allegedly made in the home 
of T-1. TP..is information was not set forth in the details of this re
port 8ince Pureau letter dated June 17, 1942 reflects he declined to 
give the exact content of RORTY's statements, advising th&t T-1 had 
made careful not~ nf the statements. 

T-1 currently advised that nr. RAY DAVIS is a Professor at 
an unknown university on the Pacific Coast and she does not knovr his 
present address. T-1 also currently advised that RORTY did not make 
llpro-Russian11 statements or statements critical of the United States 
at the dinner party in 1942, which Dr. DAVIS attended, but instead 
was "anti-Communist" at that time. 

T-1 advised she did not desire to furnish a signed statement 
or appear before a Loyalty Hearing Board. This infom.ation was hot 
placed in the details of this report since it was not considered pert
inent inasmuch as she furnished no substa."lti ve loyalty infonnation 
concerning RORTY which did not appear in the book entitled "Where 
Lif'e is Better" as set forth in this report. 

Credit Bureau was checked by Special Employe-e I 
Passport Division was chl!~ked by ~ecial EIDplo._y_e-e1l~----......... 

.... 10 .... 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFOID!A\~S 

T-1 - who currently 
advised that her husband is employed by the State 
Department in Germany, and who requested that her 
identity not be divulged. 

T-2 - Reports relating to the uHunger March11 incidents dated 
in December, 1932, photostatic copies of which were 
furnished to this office by the Bureau in instant case. 

T-3 -

T-4 -

T-.5 -

s contacted by Special Agent 

s contacted by Special Agent 

as contacted by Special Agen 

T-6 - s contacted by Special Agent JOSEPH KELLER. 
L...---....1 
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.: • edited an aa.uti-Ccr::::u.."'tist. And anti-?ascist political review of strong 
--1'-j-: <.--'---liberal, true liberal tendencies" named "Plain '!'ruth::. IIe- fllrther 
l ______ adVised he arranged for an interview of JAY ~'dUTTAKER CHAMBERS on 

September 2, 1939 with ADOLPH PERLE, the Assistant £ecretary of .Sto.te, 
and accompanied CUAMBFES when CH.~.ffiERS related to BEHLE his knowledge 
of persons in the United States Government who were Communists or 
had Co~unist s.ympathies. 

'·-\ ' 
MISCELLANEOUS 

During the portion of investigation by the Federal Bureau 
o.f Investigation in 1942, confidential informant T-1, of unknown 
reliability, furnished the following information concerning the 
applicant: 

T-1 became acquainted with RORTY through her husbar~J who 

'.' 

had gone to school with RORTY; T-l's family and RORTY's family both 
later lived in Connecticut and visited one another on widely separated 
occasions; T-1 stated that she did not know Where RORTY workGd during 
this period, which was during the early 1930rs, but he worked for the 
Communist .Party, presumably out of New York at one time. T-1 stated 
this infor.mationwas secured from her husband and she does not know 
~here her husband secured the information; T-1 stated she was never 
very friendly with RORTY and knew nothing of his personal life. T-1 
s t.:;,ted ~he l ater :mOVPd t o ~·~::-~shinr,ton, n. r.. and that during tl].e Vdntel'S 
nf 1941 and 1942, 1-~UH:J:''i made frcqJ.e!lt trips tc 1.'tash:i.ngton on bu::;i.,i.ess, 
although she did not knon r.ith wh~:m th.,. business was related. h:·I~TY 
had little money at that ti:-ne and T-1 permitted bim to stay in htl' 

home in order to reduce expenses. RORTY stated during this time that 
he believed the 11New Order" would work in Europe arrl, although he was 
careful not to say whether he sympathized with the "New Order of 
Germany", his whole attitude P.nd implications were that he did favor it. 
In February, 1942, RORTY made statements to T-1 "against the Roosevelt 
faroily11 and said that they had been fostering Com.':J.ttnism in this country, 
and that the Communists would soon have the countr.r under their con
trol which will be a national calamity. T-1 replied to this statement 
by saying that she thought RORTY was a Cornr.lUnist, and he said he was 
never a Communist but only worked for the Communist Party. 

Confide~tial informant T-1 was currently recontacted and 
stated she could furnish no additional pertinent information concerning 
the applicantts loyalty to the United States. T-1 stated her husband 
is not available for interview due to his presently being in Germany. 
She stated that in 1942 she came to the conclusion that the applicant 
sympathized vd. th the Nazi regime in Germany, althou?,h he had previously 

- 7-
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Rea san Diego letter to Jfew York dated 12/26/60 .. ·.· .-':'~ .. 

lnolo.ad herewith are photostatic oopiee ot two 1.-ttere or 
doOUII8Dt8 obtained on Februuy 26, 1985 at El Omro, Callfol"sd& at 
tJw tilae the applloant wu arrested and held for 1DYeat1cation. Theae 
docWMDta were turntahed by '\he Sa Diego D!Tid.OD ar.ul printed under 
the letterhead of the lon•Partiaan Labor Detenee, Room 439• MS.lla 
Building. Srm Franciaco, Calltornla aDd elated re'bruvy 1• ltae. 

JAilS RURft' 1a one ot the a1,;nere ot the dooum~. · . . . 
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'PR.ltSON.~'L MID CONP ID!:Hi'IAL 
BY S ?ECI/.L HFSSENGER 

Hr. Donnlc L. Nicholson 
Chie~, Division of Security 
De..,artrnent of' s·tate 
515 Twenty-second Street, N. 111. 
Hashington, n. c. 

JAnES tiJINCOCK RORTY, aka 
JJ\MF.S RORTY, JAMES H. RORTY 
SPFCif L IW/UIRY - ST.A.TR DEP.PJITMEU'l' 
Public Law 402, 80th Congress 
VOICE OF A"1ERICA . 

Reference 1s made to my letter of February 21, 1951, 
with enclosures. 

There 1s transmitted herewith one re~ort reflecting 
the result or additional investigation on the above-named 
ind 1 vi dual o 

Rn~ure 

JGS :pg\ ~ ~ 

123-724~ 
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Report of Special Agent John c. Inkster. dated 
February 24, 1951, at San Francisco, California. 
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REPORT MADE BY 

~ st 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

0 
JJUV.ES ~COCK RORTY, Aka James 
James H~·~Rorty 

6-9,12-17,19/5 
Rorty, SPECIAL INQ.UIRY ... STATE DEPARTMENT 

Public Law 402; 80th Congress 
VOICE OF .!'..MERICA 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
Informant advised JAMES RORTY, a newspaper cor~ 
respondent, resided at 150 Franklin Street in 
1935 and maintained offices at 1200 Vlashington 
Street. Owners of buildings have no records 
of RORTY and unable to recall. Document ob
tained at time of applicant's arrest in 1935 
reflects Non-Partisan Labor Defense located 
439 Mills Building, San Francisco. Non-Partisan 
Labor Defense, 439 Mills Bui.ldinp;, San Francisco, 
issued appeal letter, February 1, 1935, endorsed 
by JAMES RORTY. No listing of NPLD or JAJJ1ES 
RORTY at Mills Building. One tenant and 

1 J ___ , former custodian recalled Room 439 occupied by 
:.:·,;:'t'<;!t~/i:;.~YD~attorney AUSTIN LID/IS, now deceased. LEWIS 
t\~· • r: .. ::.c•;( L.;JL_~ described as associated with .American Civil 
a_,.. ' l.,.~::Z '30- 57. Liberties Union and TOM MOONEY Defense Com-
BY ., J •• 

1 .~ r----L mittee. Western Uorker article reflects 
F, ·f,;, c lw . .,- J }I)~ leo./ NPLD defended individuals charged with :itiola-

·\.r' .. _. , ~ tio.n of the Criminal Syndicalism Act at 
Y. ( ""

1 f cs""' Sacramento in 1934 and 1935. One J. D. 
OSBORN, former local contact of applicant's, 
was described by informantlin i945 as long
time member of Communist League of America. 
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REFERENCE: 

DETAILS: 

. ---------- --- --- --

San Diego letter to New York dated 12/26/50. 
New York Letter to Bureau dated 1/5/51. 
Report of SA BLLllJ·l D. \IJ1li7~'EY at San Francisco, 
dated 12/19/506 

San Francisco T-1, of known reliability, who is familiar 
with some phases of un~erican activities in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, advised that one JAMES ROtrfY, e. newspaper correspondent described 
as 44 years of age in 1935, resided at 150 Franklin Street, Apartment 
205, ond maintained an office at 1200 Washint;ton Street. 

HUGH McKEVITT, an attorney in the Russ Building, advised 
that he was formerly the owner of the apartment building at 150 
Franklin Street in 1935. He stated he had no personal contact with 
the tenants and the name JA!11ES RORTY was unknown to him. He advised 
there were no records available %1ich would reflect the former tenants 
in the building. He was unable to recall the nrune of the I!ll.l.nager of 
the apartment building in 1935~ 

ERNST NUSSBAUM, owner and manager of the apart-.m nt at 
1200 Washington Street since 1934, advised that this building has · 
always been a residence apartment and there have never been any business 
offices located in the building. He reviewed the records for 1935 
and there was no information pertaining to JAMES RORTY or the Non
Partisan Labor Defense (hereafter referred to as NPLD). M~ NUSSBAUM 
was unable to recall the applicant personvlly or the 1~LD. 

The San Diego office of tbe Federal Bureau of Investigation 
advised that at the time applicant was arrested on February 26, 1935, 
at El Centro, California, he had in his possession several documents, 
one of which bore the letterhead of the "!Jon-Partisan Labor Defense, 
439 Mills Building, San Francisco~ California." One of the documents 
reflected that JAW.ES RORTY, 1200 \;B.shington Street, San Francis co, was 
a member of the Executive Board of the NPLD. ~ 

Mr. J. K. CASSAD, building manager of the IUills Building,/ { 
250 :Montgomery Street, advised that from a review of:hls tenant records 

-2 ... 
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for the year 1935 it was reflected that Room 439 was occupied by an 
attorney, A.USTIN LEv~IS. 1. further exrunina.tion of his records revealed 
that AUSTIN LEWIS had occupied this office ~roo 1931 to. 1938. Mr. 
CASSAD advised that AUSTIN LEWIS is now deceased. The records failed 
to reveal any information pertaining to the Ncn-Partisan Labor Defense 
or to JAMES RORTY. It was noted that LOU KENl$DY was an occupant 
of Room 42S, llills Building, in 1935, 

LOLA KE}TNEDY, proprietor of the A-1 Stenographic Service, 
a long-time tenant in the hlills Building, advised that she recalled 
AUSTIN LEv.lS as an attorney who had maintained offices in Room 439 
in the Mills Building, 1935. She recalled the.t AUSTIH LEIHS was 
formerly associated vrith the American Civil Liberties Union and was 
active in the defense of roM MOONEY. She was unable to recall the 
NPLD or Jt~S RORTY. 

Mr. cru..RLES BERG • . 240 Noe street. a retired custodian 
of the 11ills Building. recalled 1\USTI~ LE'rTIS as an attorney who 
maintained offices iu Room 439 in the ~ills Building, prior to his 
df;ath. BERG recalled that AUSTIU IE.US had been aoti ve in the TOl\1 
MOONEY defense. Mr. BERG was unable to recall the applicant or the 
f~LD organization. 

T"l advised that the Mooney-Billings Committee was organized 
in 1931 to obtain a pardon for THONAS J. MOONEY aud '!l"".ARREN K. BILLINGS, 
Who were convicted for the preparedness day bombing in San Francisco 
on July .22, 1916o T-1 advised that all the various committees organized 
in defense of MOOliEY and BILLINGS were Communist inspired; however, 
non-Communists and some anti-Communist organizations, publications 
a~d individuals supported the efforts to secure a pardon for MOONEY 
and BILLINGS on the grounds they were convicted on 'tinsufficient 
and unreliable evidence.," Persons most active in their behalf were 
Communists and the case was used by the Communists as a rallying point 
during the period MOONEY and BILLINGS were in prison. The Committee 
was disbanded soon after their release from prison. 

The Mooney-Billings Committee was cited as a Communist 
front group on Page 91 of the California Committee on Un-American 
Activities Report, 1943 • . 

According to the Fourth Report of the Joint Fact Finding 
Committee on Un-American Activities in California, 1948, Page 153 
reflects, 
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~The Daily ~orker of June 25, 1936, Page 2, lists TOM 
MOOim as a member of the Honorary Presidium of the Communist Party. 
His case was the center of world-wide Communist agitation." 

The Daily Worker is an East Coast publication of the 
Communist Party. 

The Communist Party, USA, has been designated as a sub
versive organization by the Attorney General coming within the pur-
view of Executive Order 9835. · 

Relative to the Non-Partisan Labor :>efense, T-1 advised 
that JAMES RORTY was a member of the NPLD in 1935 and T-1 recalled 
that the NPLD was active in t~e trial of eighteen individuals charged 
with violation of the California Criminal Syndicalirun Act in Sacramento 
in 1934 and 1935o T-1 stated that he was not personally acquainted 
with JAMES RORTY, nor could he provide any information relative to 
the degree of association of RORTY with the NPLD. T-1 declined to 
give a signed statement or to appear before a loyalty hearing board. 

T-1 advised that the Criminal Syndicalism Act,whioh later 
became a law in the State of California,was aimed primarily to thwart . 
the t'evolutionar.y tactics of the INT~RN1\TIONAL .\iORKERS OF THE WORLDj 
rmich organization appears on the list named by the Attorney General 
as being within the p~u·view of Executive Order 9835. T-1 further ad
vised that the act made it unlawful for any person or group of persons, 
by use of force or violence, or any ether illegal means, to bring 
about or effect the change in industrial ownership or control, or to 
effect any political change by such meanso 

Relative to the Non-Partisan Labor Defense, an article 
appeared in the w·estern Worker issue of January 24, 1935, entitled, 
~BailN and is quoted in part as follows: 

"The warning published in two recent issues of the Western 
{apparent omm.ission} against racketeers, who represent themselves as 
agents of the Sacramento defe.ndents seeki11g to collect contributions 
and b~il funds, in no way was meant to reflect on the Americ~n Civil 
Liberties Union or the Non-Partisan Labor Defense League. 

~The Non-Partisan Labor Defense is defending NORMAN MINI 
who .has affiliated himself with the ~lorkers Party. 
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nThe International Labor Defense is defending all the 
other seventeen workers involved in the Sacramento Criminal Syndicalism 
Case. 

uEach organization is conducting an independent fund rais
ing campaign. An agreement has been reached between the two organize.~ 

tions providing for cooperation in the courtroom by elimination of all 
controversial issues. 

"Outside the courtroom both organizations participate in 
the Broad United Front Movement in defense of the Sacramento eighteen 
and for repeal of the Criminal Syndicalism Law.'' 

The Viorkers Party and the International Labor Defense 
have been cited by the Attorney General as organizations coming ~thin 
the purview of Executive Order 9835. 

T-1 advised that NO~~NI, referred to above, was con~ 
victed of conspiracy to commit crim~al syndicalism on April 10, 1935 
at Sacramento and was sentenced to serve from one to fourteen years 
in prison. 

A check of the San Francisco telephone directory for 
1935, the Polk City Directories of San Francisco for the years 1930 
to 1936. and the San Francisco Voter's Registration Bureau for the 
years 1932 to present, failed to reflect any listing for JAMES RORTY. 

Another document obtained at the time of applicant's ar
rest in 1935, under the letterhead of "Communist League of Aw.erica, 
144 Second Avenue, New York, New York", dated September 21, 1934, is 
addressed to JAMES RORTY, Westport, Connecticut. This document contains 
a list of contacts of the Connnunist League 6){oAmerica throughout the 
country. On this list appears the name J. SBOR, 150 Franklin Street; 
San Francisco. 

/ •/ 

· The records of the San Franoisco V~t · s Registration 
reflect ~n affidavit of registration of JAMES D BORN dated September 
1934.· ~his reflected that he resided at 150 Fra li~ Stre~t, Apartment 
205, San Francisop. His occupation was listed as bridgeman and his 
birthplace as Missouri. This affidavit reflected his intention to 
affiliate with one of the minor political parties. A subs~quent af
fidavit of registration dated January 16, 1837, reflected that JA1~S 
D. OSBORN of 1718 Yosemite Avenue, born in Missouri, employed as a 

-5 ... 

24, 



. ------- - ____:._-_ :_ ___ ____ -_______ - - . - -
------- ~ - ------- - - - -

'<:> 

0 0 
... 

J 
{) 

SF 123-1173 

bridgeman, registered his intention to affiliate vdtn one of the minor 
political parties. 

~ ~on Francisco T-2, of known reliability, advised that 
JAMEMO~BOIDT, 1718 Yosemite /.venue, att~nded the annual May Day 
celebration sponsored by the Socialists Workers Party held a.t the 
Socialist ;1orkers Party headquarters, 1739 Fillmore Street, 4th Floor, 
San Francisco, on Ma.y 1, 1945. JAMES.OSBORN wa.s introduced by the 
master of ceremonies and described as, "A comrade who is locally a. 
member of the C~mmunist Lea.~e of 4merica., who joined the Party in 
1933 a.nd -who is, from the po1nt of view of membership, the oldest 
member of the Sen Fri:Ulcisco branch." 

A report by the House Committee on Unkmerica.n Activities, 
75th Congress, Third Session, on House Resolution Number 282, Page 327, 
reflects that the Communist League of America is the A~erica.n Section 
of the Fourth International set up by LEON BRONSTEIN(alia.s TROTSKY) Group 
of the Connnunist Party in Geneva, June 10, 1934., 

The Socialist Workers Party has been cited by the Attorney 
General a.s a.n organization coming within the purview of Executive 
Order 9835 • 

.. REFERRED UPON COMP!.,ETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN-
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~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION _/ .. 

FormNo.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUR<-:AU FILE NO. 123-1173 

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

REPORT MADE BY 

SlJI l'R.:JWISCO 3/3,4,6/-11 LEmT F. StJH.sARTZ jb 

Trn.E CHARACTER OF CASE . 
JbE•3S HAI'!'COCI: RORTY, aka Jt~..nc~ ~ 3.orty, 
.r?r<:>s H{ 'R0rt;;r 

SPEC:Ih.L 11i :~~;IRY-S'£1-:.T:il D:ill.I?T • 
Public Law 402; 80th Congress 
v u .u; ~; UJJ' A.::.'.i L~ l 0A 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

. 
-

-
I 
J 

; - '• 

I ' .- I ~ 

' k - 4--~ I 

; .: l l -. 
' 

UOre.'}J'l !,DJJI, 2218 D Bancroft ~iay, Berkeley, California.t 
furnished signed staterr.en~; describing applicant as 
active in Non-Partisan Labor Dsfense, 1935. Organization 
described by ~.mH as formed with the assistance of the 
workers party to assist in ;-ITNI 1 s defense. lJ.Dli fee l s 
sure thnt applicvnt was nevr :r a Cormnunist Party Lember -or a member of any Trotskyite group. • 1 / .' , , _ 1

.- · 

.Af!El1C.L,. _ 
RC•) . f5 1": • o ...... .:--~--r 
i'tP' ~ Y ~s::~. - ~ '· '_ , ..--- : 

Report of sAl I at San Franciaco 2/24"/lJJr.. _ _, I I .. b6 
Los .Angel-3s .... ~~.~e-::1:-e-:-t-.y-p_e_t:-o---:::S:-an-----'Fruncisco 2/27/51. b 7 C 

RUG 

n :::TAILS: The folloviin~ investigation W'h S conducted at Berkeley, Calif'ornia: 

ITORUAI! I·:I:tri~ 22lt D Bancroft .iay, furnished the following signed 
statement: -I, UOP.:.I:J: · T.'i!lH, m~.ke the i'ollowinr; statement to LEOH ii'. ~f.E:·:h'!.?.TZ 

.i.l:W h~:~.s iden'tifiPd hir.J.self' as a Special A~ent of' the Federal Bureau of 
Invo:::tL:i',tion, u. s. Deue.rtc!~ent of' t.Tt~s'tice. I am vrlllin~: t o appf£lar b0:L•c.r8 &. 

I -o;.o:,.,}-:·.J - -:- i .'1c. ri n ·:~ '8oa:rd :i.i· .. ~ ~, ·~<?::: :" e-'7• -

I joined the Cora.runist Pe.r't'J in December 1932. In lftte 1934, 
while being tried ~~t Sacre.li.entO, Ca'lff'ornia, •·1i:th seventeen other individuals 
on a char~e of conspiracy to ocnL>:J.i t Cr:i.ntinal Syndicalism, I joined the \Jorl;:ers 
Pv.r_ty_ and vtas thereupon expelled from the 'Comrm,mist Party for Trotsl::yite ____ · 
syru9a thies. --. 

I' 
. ~; ---

' I •, ·-

APPROVED ANt:t. ~-~. • ' ... ~'1 I /":'- i ': - Sif!t:IAVAGENT I 
FORWARDI;Dl 'Y"_ :.-c..,,-,";] ·rt~ f.{., _.--<" ·--,!C-~'f''<'f_!' .-:'!!7

1
: _ -JLf. 'N~=RGe -:----T

1 

___ D_o_N_o_T_W_R_IT
1
E,IIN_T_H_ES_E_sP_A_cE_s-;--------:=--J 

,., ~--- > ' ,-,- · jl" ·1""[' :oj(!r: .. l\o:u .. ·. _u -~ 
COPIES OF THIS REPORT 

·-3-Eureau (123-7248) 
1-.. san Fr~cisco 

(AI:SD) 

~~-~-·_-____ , __ - ·_ · ___ : ___ -_~ __ ._- ___ -··~· -· ~' -L-----~----------~1 ____ _L ________ =I 
V. S. GOTDM10:NT n!NmiO om011 7-2034 



' ~-

. -"' • ... 

I met tTl~~S :S:CR.TY in San Frunci::;co, tJalifornia. in early 1935 
wh~.le I i.'ras out of jail on bail. He we.s taking pD.rt in the formation of the 
Han-Partisan Labor De:fense which was an orf::an.ization whic-h had the support 
of' the .1orkers Party and which was v.osistinc in m:r defense because of' my 
affiliL'!:cion with the ~l':'ers Party. I understand the Non-Partisan L9.bor Defense 
vras formed by I.l.@t>n·-:nT f?fll:O .. ' of ller: York City ·who I blow '.'las a m0mber of the 
;_!9r__..U;eo . .."E~r_:t;y_ until aobut 1936 or 193 7. Also active in my defense vras the 
late .ti.UJTilJ IE.iiS whom I knew as a prominent Socialist attornE•Y who was 
affiliated with the Arnericen Civil Liberties Union. It is my recollection 
that L'~~-.JT3 and f~O.•TY associated with each other in forming the Hon-rartisan 
Labor Defense in San Fre.ncisco. Ho1.'.'ElVor, I a'll sure that neither L'SL1IS nor 
ROPTY w~re at that.: t:i !rle mP-mb"l:rs of thA l.i orl"ElrR Party or the Go:mravnist Party 
of any other TrotskyH:;e or Stalinist group. Although I did not know RORTY 
very well, it is my recollection ths.t he >7as the type of individual whose 
nane appeared in the publications of various Communist front groups whose 
naxn.es I can not recall, but who was never a revolutionist to my knowledge. 

RORTY left the San F'ra.ncisco area dur::i.ng my trial in ~bout :£arch 
1935 and I haV'; not seen him since th!lt t:j.12~. I do no·t believe that he 
became affiliat'3d vri th any Gonmunis ·l:; organize.-i:;lon~ either Stalinist or 
Trotsk,ri te, inasmtlch as I saw ~'lrit;in[~ S of RORTY appear in~ in the "nevi Leader" 
-.·:hich was a publication which pri::1:!:ied t.."he writin; s of individuals who v1ere 
nei +..her Stalinis-ts nor Trotskyi t-3s and ;1hich was oft8n criticized by the 
Conununist Party and Trotskyite groups. 

I have read the abmre statement of approxililtl.tel;y• one and one
half pages and it is true to the best of r:T~l 1::nowledge. 

~fi tnessed.: L'30H F. SCH.:!1li.TZ 
SA ~13I, s~~ Francisco, 3/o/51. 
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t~saistnnt /•ttorney General !lnrch 21, 1951 
Jc,::1ou H. Hcinorney COUfitE:;~:It t 
Tlirector, FBI _ BY GPi,CitL !!F.JSJ~iJIR 

u Att<:'ntion: Hr. Archie D. Si~pson 
J .••;ry S HN!COCK TIOTITY Records Ad:.nir.~.iatl?t;!.ti ve BrPnch 
;._~ ;>FCT r L !7>' 'UIRY ... S'£!' ·.L! T\:·pr R;TJI'l' 
Publ1.c LaH 1.!.0:".?, ::oth Conr,ress ·/ _ ) 
VOI('P QT:~ f"'~r··,TJ:(!/', . 
T.l)''ff Hi'Y O'•\• GO'lLH14-:',~\UJ: T~ r">Lrlyrr·s 

For your lni'or:"lct"Gion end in order thnt consideration 
11ight bo ri Vt,.(J. rtS to whether any Federal lnus hnve been violnted, 
there nre tre.nsr.1i t ted her~wi th photostr tic copies o:f the below 

, listed rei1ol:'ts, r<~flcctint, tho rt;sults of n.n applicrnt type 
invostl;~rlti on conuuctod by thia Burenu on the nbovo-ccpti oned 
indl viDuc.l. 

Lad d. __ 

Clegg 
(lb•/1;;---

Neaso __ 
~<ly __ _ 

UEr;Jort of Sn'E'cinl !sent John D. Bjorklund, J11., 
dP.t(:c1 Februflry 6, 1951, E\t llNI Yor~r, !leu York •. 

Re~ort of Special Agentl I dnteJ 
Pecenbor 2i), 19.~0 111 r•·t Dmd;on, Na.ssnchu~et cs, 

flenort o:r S'peclnl Agt..nt Leon F. Scht·WJ:>tz, dEttr:d 
Hurc';..1 7, 1951, flt Gnn Fr~·J.1cisco, CalifornlH, 

Re•Jort of' S'!)ecia.l .<'~t;ent Charles E. Klelnlrauf, 
d~:rtcd JHnUHl'.f 2, 1?51, e.t J.i~n-T::<ti~, !feu Jex•sey. 

Ropo11t of Sp<'cie1 .Agont E1SlJ·"l G, Hedges 1 dr-.ted 
Fei. ruary 1.5, 1951, nt 1~ashinrton, D. c. 

Renort or. STJ~'~;nl Af':C'!l~ I I df't~ d.' 
JrJJ.W~L'y 1/, .1.9:>1, ~t 1l.~oe!'1J., r'lol'.tua, 

Rel)ort of' SnE'ci~l .Aef:>nt Fil.!.ic.:.1 D. ~~11 tna,y, 
datru Dece::ioer 19, 1950, u'i.. San Pranel3eo, 
Cnl:tf'orniP. ( /) ...... 

date<l 
!'?~ 
·~J 

I dated 

Re•'lort of 3'u.wial Ac;<'nt John \( •. -1o~u·t, deteu 
Dccf'"!lbt~l' ?2, 1950, rt Knox:villo, 'l'ennesseo. 

t 

! I ~.____.;;,.. ________ _.,_,_ 
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• 
Asslstrmt At~orney Gener~l 

Rf'\Dort of S1>cctnl Acent RichariJ ,J. Doyle, dr.ted 
Docc bor 26, 1'),50, t~t Sr.n Dicr..o, Cf1ll i'ornif:• 

llf•,Nt•t oi' Sn' clnl Arcr.t Jo ·es ~:. '.t:'e:nnr:nt, oct.ed 
tTt:Y,UFt"Y 9, lf'Jr;;)l, r.t ue,; H:·vrn, Connr·et1cut. 

Re"Jor-t of Srh·ci:Jl At·cr.ttl l dnted 
FE:~br-0.~ ry .?!:, 19~:1, l't :.kn rrr1nclrico, Ctdii'orrlir<. 

b6 
b7C 

Phot~:;nt:,t.lc coJim;; of thcr-1e rcnr"Jl:~ta hF'IiC• 'i.JCf.'h i'or,:n:Pc.1ed 
to t.he Ur,ltE.·d Stf1tt.s Givil Service Co·.""lissi(,n under tb.C' ;:,rovisions 
of I;~·:ocui..i·.~ Order 9:33.5. 

Tolson __ 
La~1. __ _ 

~le;;g __ 
t.tl~v1n __ 

!\ictols __ 
Rosen __ 
Tracy __ 
He.rbo __ 

Belmont __ 
llohr __ _ 

Tele, Room_ 
Nease __ 
~<17. __ 



l 
-· 

\ 
I I ~ 

I 

J 

Tolc:,n 
La~J --

1!7h:'. __ _ 

Telo, Room_ 
t:s~o __ 

•• •• . . 
' , 

I • 

?,_ ~-,:Jo(v L l ~.r· c Ji--:if'fi:L. :a L 
T:.Y ;..P:•_ GI 'L Xi_.:.~_; . .~_.:'LTI 

i1r. J rr:es. E. lin ~.~chcr 
('hlc f, Invcstl~~ntt_ rms Dlvinion 
u. s. Clvll Service Co:1'"1is3ion 
''"'"hi.--t-- "''"" D• C '.. <-._. .u . , '..IL.l t:,.~,_ e · • 

f \ : 

- • - I ~- ....__ 

. 
ir .. ·).~ .!£:~ .3 II.'lfCtJC -.~ t;JJ;).·j.7 
S""'· :cr:t I~.-'JifiY- GJ..'t.i.r D:-:: .•:n;:T ~ ;i' 
~"~ubllc L'PI h::>2, D Jth Con:: r•esc 

.. ;tY:(_ -· (iP r":C"-UC. 
LOY . LJ:-{ OF Gorr:m: ~::~ ;-J.• T'i-P.LC•YI ~-,S 

Tr!lU3 'Ji t Leo hcr0r!i th for con~iucrntl.,n ··.mdr·r rxl:'Cu:tl Yo 
Or>d e1> <;f::~> ·-• .N~ ~~o•.:tr ~~otoai.[ttic co-,'tes of' cr~ch o-r !..he below 
li3t~":d ~.-:--· ; ;~~. :: :"c. fll'ctin~: th{._. r~::ntl ; :} of ·1.u,-lo!.rlii ··r.tl•:m . 
conduct(•d by this Bureau in di;:;chf rsln~ it<:t !"('S')O"r\Jibill ttf?G 
under t_hr: .H ' :J V .ts : ·:ms o:f P'u.1.>llc L":~. : 40fl * or "t,he ~- •Jth Cor. . :eess. 
I ·c ~:111 be <~o ~r- d t:"L~rt. th.c:Jo rL·:;o:i."t:J ncccm;:~r!.ly c ·:mt'4in 
inf*or"'1rt t n~ ~ .>!lccrnin:: . chttrf''C ~er :..ad rc·1utFtioj:1, n t~-;>o of 
l r±' or:?l::l.tiort n:1t ordln:""r1ly inclu-:l.::·d in re;.n:>rts of 
lnvf:· ~ tiJ~ .:: 'L i oJn c "Jn<lu.c tetl illi"'::ru:'!nt t:>- I'.:.. ·cur. i ve Or•dt.:::"" •):335. 
lf~ [~~hitlon~ll lnVestit-;f,tl~n --..zi\1.1 bL"' C··:lllCUCtCd U:i"ldCr the 
Loy~ty Pr:O:":rt:r-4 -u,p1t:·.na 3]{' clflc.'Jl!y ro'la stcd. 

()..tj ,.~~·~~?':n:£~r s?o~i~l t~r~nt ~:~il.~ r .• " t J~r:..:1~10~ :r;., )I d ... ;_.r,o f' eoru 'I"",;,r f:.., 11J..:;l, ... •. ~.; .. ,e;.~ Yor~. 1 ... e.J X•J.t'~< . 
i::j ;:? ...-------...., 

'-: Y:c :·, ,n;:,~t o.r ~:x:.cL 1 At;e:at I lueLed 
~::: r·occ:- ~tv:i." 2(:, 1'1;;0, ub ,t;:o.:d;'.)n, t-ls:Js::chusetto. 

Re~ort of Snccial Aeent I I dut.cd 
Harch 7 • 1')51, ut San Fronci:-;co, cc.lf.forntn. 

Ro}ort of SpoclrJ. Ar·cnt Cht:rlm.l E. 1\lC'inlmuf, 
.dGtNl .T~:mur:!J 2, 19_511 tJ.t lJ~:-J .'}J:>: 1 !;cn-r ,Jcr.>30:fo 

Rc-1ort of 8p.-Jci~ll t..c:ent :Sl:;n:1. G. fl r- ,1 ~ ~(~~, r1 ~ lt~d 
'[l£·b:rut:try 15~ lCJ51, fl t ... ~shin-t~n, ~'• c. 
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Tolnon __ 
Lal1. __ _ 

·:!·~::?._ 

r-;,::.'in_ 
!~!~fools __ 
Rosen __ 
7ra-:y __ 
Harbo __ 

BelJwnt __ 
J.!o~.r __ _ 

Tele. Room_ 
Nease __ 

-:;ar,1y __ 

• 
Report .of Spcc5.Fl Arent 'CilJ.in! D. L'hll.nej~, 
dr.i.lec1 rc'C€ ' 'ber 19, 1~50, gt s::~.t1 ::'r:····ciseo, 
CglJ. forniti. 

-· 

RelJort of Soeoiel Ar,~nt. in Chf'rg£' 0 • B. iiol•t-ls, de ted 
Pcce··~be.r' ?2, 19~0, Dt St. L-:mla, }!insom•i. 

Rep·n•t of Speci::tl .Arent John l:. ·: ... ~oe<lt, dHt.cd 
D£Jce;'1ber ?;::, 1950, at Knoxville, '.i.en.ncssee .• 

RC:.'f)Ort o:f ST.IeCifll Arent Hichurd J. roylE·, clf•'LI d 
rccenber ?6, 19.50. at Srn Dlef~o, Cf'lifo.rJ.;i::,. 

Reoozot of S~ecivl .!'.f:E;nt I ~ dr ted 
Jnnu:-.r>y 9, 1S"51, at .:-~eu liaven, Connecticut. 

Rec>ort of S·><•<>iel Acwt I l dm;ed 
F'E":l•r:JJ.jr-i 2;!, 1951, et Stln I·rt,nci;.,co. Gbi fornhJ. 

,..,let:L..r· > ..:1•:ise t~·:tls E·ureuu of the ulti ···m1.<-~ r~i.:mouit:ton 
which i~ --:Pde of' t~"Jlu er~;.;e. 

b 6 
b 7C 



A.t:aistRnt /'tt-,.J. .. r:.e:; General 
ifa::.r::; 1_!. !!cinerney 

Dil:'.:ct:.r, FI.~I __ 
I ) 

:srr:_=- rs-rcorJ~: -r::lt;,TY 

,-

:;"P:S~I/:.L I::rtr.:c;q - ;_ 'tl,.'i'E D2?A!~L.E_l' 
Public r.~::m- 1~02, I3<Thh Cc:t;:ress 
·:oiCB o~· r·::r""!c,\ 
I/JYl\Lfi ~'Y"' t1T.'tt!r":t::_:::;T E:.IPLOl.L£.S 

f..t:te:ltio:l: 
1!r. -rchio l:t. Si'~::;;::m 
£~cn~L1 r3 ,.~::i~r;tr ~-~,.,:t;:!.i. rt:·~-=. ~ ~:.!i 

fi.ri\::ronco is ~-:rid<J to r-.y letter dated ~~<1Tc!1 21, 1~51, t--r.:>::lc~it};ln~ 
ph.,to::·r-atic ('Oplcz of 1"'31"1)7"+.$ of' invcs·tir.c.tion CAJ~-:JuctcJ 'by thl:1 Lin"c:."l TCl;"':~.rdin:~ 
ca-;.·;,;ioned. t:!)pli cP.nl.;,. 

I ::.-;. t.,...~xls:"i tt.ir.": r0r.:7rit..h o::a ad•.1i t2.C'na1 p~'Jwct£:-i:.ic copy of D. rc~ort 
of Sp:-ci!inl f_:--cni~ Dd.c ~. fl'iE!da:"ld,. dated Decenber 12, 1?5'1, a:i:i :;Er,·:ark,. !7c7J JBrf'r;;,te 

'lQ!q•~n_-

;<.;>~d __ _ 

Mr~.ol& __ 

Bel.!>'''-
Cleg_~ 

Gla.v1r.. __ 

',:1 

,· 
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SAC, Newark (123•1494) 

Director, FBI~l23-7248) 

JAMES HANCOCK RORTY 
VOA 

-~ .,. 
~~-

November 23, 19Sl 

Rerep SA Char1ea B. Kleinkau1' dated 1/2./51 at NewaJik in 
the captioned caae. There 1a1 tranaml tted berewi th an anorqmous 
communloatlon reoe1Yed by the,; Bureau on 11/14/51 which reads aa 
to1lowat "J8Plea Rorty ..-as a :'member or the OOiftlllUD1at Part7." Thie 
communication vaa poa~rked i at Flatbrook'Y11le, Rev Jersey. It 1a 
desired that you contact t~i poatmaater at Platb~11le, New Jeraey 
in an ettort to de term!~• the 1dent1 ty ot the writer ot thia comna1n1• 
cation in order that th:is 1~div1dua1 may be 1nten1eved regal"dlng 
tbe epp11oant. A repo~., a '· ld be aubmitted UDder the VOA character 
setting totwth the details ~ -- t the communication and the reau1ta ot 
investigation. · 

' 

., . Enol~ 
LSK:mlm/dz 

ld 

'"-
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January 1$, 1952 

Vr. Jaraea 1. Hatcher -1 ~"'_>~'" '; ..-:. : ·; 

Chief, IDYesUgatione Dineion 
1.1. s. Civil Senice Camisld.on 
lraahington 25# D. c. 

0 
J.AJIES HAlfCOCI RORl'r 
SPECIAL IIQJIRY ... STi'l'l DBPARND'r 
Public L• h021 80th Congreaa 
VOICE OF Al!ERICJ. 

/ -·" ' 

PIBSOilL AND OOift:OI!f'fild; 
BY SPICIAL dSSIIGER 

Reference is made to my letter dated March 231 1951, trane
mi tting photostatic copies of reports of innet1gat1on conducted by this Bureau 
rega~ing captioned appl.U!ant. 

I aa tranSlli tting herewith .four addi Uonal photostatic coptea ot 
the report of Specia1 Agent Dale K. Hiestand, dated December 121 ·1951, at Newark, 
~- JerSG1'• . 

- 123-7248 ~ '~ / 
,,-). 

WBH:rlb- 'Y ' ,r;.,. 
~j~ 
r 
~ I ~·: 

\ 

' ..; ---/ . - ' , . 

2 ~J JAN 16 

. ...... ' ,· 

~lV..r(~~ 
u.cc V0~ \.\ 
\-<{.?-~ (9 



'I olsen __ 
!.add __ 

Nichols_ 

Belmont_ 

Clegg___ 
Glavin __ 

Harbo __ 

Rosen __ 
Tracy __ 

llohr_ 

P!::R:o··;t,L l.~ro CO~ififtE'ITIMs 

BY fPECTAL ··:E:Sf:EN!T~ 
~Jr. Don~d L.., "~ieholson 
Chief, Division of SP.t''trity 
TJeoart.:zent of ::'tnte 
515' ·l"gen ~-:;ecnnd Street, If. W. 
'nashinf!ton, 1) .. c. 

JAIIE$ I!ASCOCK 2n 1 
tr:ECV,L I"J0UI~ • STATE DEP.F 'lY.El::I' 
Public Lm 402, ~oth Congress 
VOICE OY.' ~~t:RICA 

Refe:r~nce is made to my pt'evious letters dated February 21, 
195l;r 1:arch 10, l9Sl,. and J.rareh 15, 1951, transmitting a total or thirteen 
nports of inYestt.· ~tion conducted by this Bureau concerning the above-named 

. pere . .,n. 

There is transmitted hermth one addi tiona! report of 
investir,~tion ~ertaini~~ to applicant. 

Ort ff?pi..t:r.iber 2h, l 'J)l;f the t:-.yal t~ .. 't!c\'ie:7 Bo::.:·d, D. :. 
Ci'Tll Ce;rv:tco CtT:::;.i:.ssion, furnished a di~r:or.itir:::;-1 ''UiciblE: o·1 r.,:;:.H~~..-.~· 

' \ 
I 
,t 

~lJtrnre 

3- 7248 
T•rlb '·, · '. _, 

1.-.-.' 
\. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION \ 

Fm'lll.No.1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU FILE NO. ! / ·'· 

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE 

NEWARK 

PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

12 ... 7 ,1o-.51 
REPORT MADE BY 

DALE M. HIESTAND ghk 

TITLE (i; CHARACTER OF CASE 

JAMES H4N:CQCK"RORTI -:-~ SPECIAL INgJIRY-STATE DEPARnmNr 
Aka Jame'a(~o.:.ty, James H. ·:Rorty. Public taw 402, 80th Congress 

-,._, (VOICE OF .AKERIOA) 

svNoPsis-oFFAcTs: Information of an anonymous communication set forth. (~:~t- ., 
Newark Confidenti8l Informants unable to furnish any 
information. 

- RUC ... 

REFERENCES: 
\ 

Report of SA CHARLES E. KLEINKA.UF dated 1 ... 2-51 at . _ , 1"/-~ 
Newark. c1.j__£.!.-:jl- __:_:..!..., 

DETAILSt 
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APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 

Bulet to Newark dated 11-23-·•51. !G'Etl -.::~C'D-;, ~ 
~o., ..... -r:~:;rr~~ >-----==-~ 

Jliscellaneous i.E? 1~ 1 ~~ ~~ • - :1: - F ~- .~ ,, __ },.. J 
\- •' 1/ 

An anonymous communication postmarkedFlatbrookville,-
N. J. and received by the Federal Bureau of Investiga
tion, Washington, D. c. on 11-14•51 contained the fol- . 
loWing information: "James Rorty was a member of ~~~,- "";! ~ _ ~),. ,-;;, , .._,_-,_~~- _ 
Communist Party.n ~~ --- -~~_:·~~-:~_:- .~:.:}~-

Confidential Informant Newark '1'-1, a representativ~:-.: <. . ~ ./ · 
of another Governmental agency, was contacted in an":!-~~~-~ ....__~ -:-
effort to determine the identity of the writer of the · 
above communication. She advised that she could , 
furnish no information relative to the writer. 

Confidential Informant Newark T-2 and Confidential 
Informant Newark '1'-), of known reliability, who have 
in the past furnished much infonnation concerning the 
members of the ColllDlUllist Party in the State of N. J., 
have furnished no information concerning J,AJIES ROR.TY. 
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NK 123-1494 

Confidential Informants Newark T-4, T-5, and T-6, of known relia
bility, who are acquainted with many of the members of the Communist Party 
in the State of New Jersey, advised that they do not know JAN,ES RORTY. 

The Communist Party is an org.::tnization cited by the Attorney 
General of the U. S. as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 
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INFORMAN 'IS 

Newark T-1 

Newark '1'-2 

Newark ![1o-3 

Newark T-4 

Newark 'J.l-5 

,. . . .. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 

I I Fla tbrookvi11e, N. J. 

I 
r=::=:J lhe infol'll8nts T--2, T--3, and T--4 were ~by SA GERHARD P. HUNDT on 12-7-51 • • 

Newark T-6 B T-"5 and T-6 were contacted by SA I 
Oh 12-7-51. L...---...J 

El'mLOSURE TO BUREA 

Anonymous communication postmarked at Flatbrookvi11e, N. J., 
received by the Bureau on 11-hl-51 which reads as follow-s: "James Rorty 
was a meni:>er of the Communist Partyn is transmitted herewith • 
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(' lt7lt.JBC1': JAMES HANCOCK~ORTY 

_I ' M~w#-~!?!1~ I '~ ... 

Information Concerning 

Miss Margie Hines in the office of Jack Martin at the White tft-' · 
)
House called. She indicated that Mr. Martin was interested in one 
James Hancock Rorty, an author. Martin had been advised that Rorty was 
affiliated with the Communist Party factions who were aiding the 
American Civil Liberties Union. At the same time, Rorty was claiming 
that he was a Taft Republican. A number of Ohio people were disturbed 
over the fact that an individual of Rorty's character and background 
~ould attempt to align himself with the reputation of the late Senqtor 
Taft. Miss Hines stated that Martin was anxious to find out what we 
knew about Rorty. 

After checking, Miss Hines was advised on November 24, 1954, 

l

that we had investigated Rorty in 1950 and 1951 at the request of the 
Voice of America. It was indicated that he was one of the first editors 
of "New Masses" in the mid 1920's. It was further indicated that Rorty 
had reportedly supported William z. Foster, a Communist Party candidate 
in 1932 National election. Miss Hines was also-advised that Rqrty 
served in 1932 and 1933 as Secretary of the League of Professional Clubs 
for William z. Foster and that in 1936 he wrote his book, "Where Life 
Is Better," wherein he stated that he had at various times attempted to 
aid the Communist Party and the Workers Party despite the fact that he dis
agreed profoundly with their politics and tactics. He stated therein 
that the utter bankruptcy and chaos of the capitalistic culture and 
economy was imminent. Miss Hines was additionally advised that we knew 
of no actual Communist Party members~ip of Rorty; however, it was felt 
that Mr. Martin might be interest.e.d,.,.in the above information. She 
indicated appreciation. ~ 

ACTION: 

For record purposes. 
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