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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535
September 20, 2016

MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR.
.
|

FOIPA Request No.: 1356983-000
Subject: RORTY, JAMES HANCOCK

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 149 pages of previously processed documents
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge.

Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this release.

Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject,
you may request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to — Work Process
Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request
Number in your correspondence.

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records
do, or do not, exist.

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated.

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site:
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act
Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily
identified.



http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov. Alternatively, you may contact the FBI's
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified.

Sincerely,

Dbl

David M. Hardy
Section Chief,
Record/Information
Dissemination Section
Records Management Division
Enclosure(s)
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records
or information ( A') could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D)
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.

FBI/DOJ



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOI/PA

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET
FOI/PA# 1356983-0

Total Deleted Page(s) = 2
Page 54 ~ Duplicate;
Page 163 ~ Referral/Direct;

):0:9:0:6.0:0:0:9.0:0.0:0.0:0.0.0.0:0.0:0.0:0.04

X Deleted Page(s) X
X No Duplication Fee X
X For this Page X

):0:9:0:9.0.:0.0:9.0:0.0:0.0:0.0.0.0:0.0:0.0.:0.0.¢



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOI/PA

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET
FOI/PA# 1344066-0

Total Deleted Page(s) = 2
Page 54 ~ Duplicate;
Page 163 ~ Referral/Direct;

):0:9:0:6.0:0:0:9.0:0.0:0.0:0.0.0.0:0.0:0.0:0.04

X Deleted Page(s) X
X No Duplication Fee X
X For this Page X

):0:9:0:9.0.:0.0:9.0:0.0:0.0:0.0.0.0:0.0:0.0.:0.0.¢



vociteD States Beparintent of Jus, ce

Hedreral Bureau of Investination
RWashington 25, A. €. YE Lo W hLE

CoPY

! s
y Sl

IN REFLY, PLEASE REFER TO

FILE No. _12342}*8;‘- {

RUERRI

Date: . AIR MAIL, SPECIAL DELIVERY
DECELR: ., 13, 1950 ’

To: SAC, N YORK

From: J. Edgar Hoover, Director

Subject: gra. LANGUCK wORTY, fil,
JIYES BPTY, JAMES H, ROLTY
£01.0TAL INCUIRY ~ STATE DLPARTMNT
PUBLIC T+ 402, 8O0TH CONGRESS
OICE OF AMERICA

You are requested to conduct an investigation of the above named
individual. The instructions contained in Section 103, Volume 3 of the Manual
of Ingtructions and Chapter 78, Part 3 of the FBI Handbook should be observed
in connection with this investigation. This case is to be agsigned immediately
and reports of the complete investigation must. be submitted Air Mail, Special

Delivery, where proper, by pugmmyL gé& 1955 »

ot

Address: glatbrookville,
New Jersey
Birth date: warch 30, 1890
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Foteh Actie your Jile 103-~100, ‘
; 100~32522-12 o B
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Refor to poge 2 ar the m& ef m Beorge Jo Sterr dated 10-30n37 at Hew York
in eass entitled, vOneunsored (A Pblissticnd) pasifist Fblication®, youwr
e 61585,
(61-7608-5)
Refay to page S 0f the repart of SA Hamwan 0, Biy dated MR3-by 4% Hew York

in cage WM“MMW% mmmw«m,mmmmm.

100-287275-1
RS&!W fnrkmwmmmmmm&wcmmmswmv
mﬁﬁmwv your fils 61507, memaﬁmamura
Wmmenmnwmmmnw

61-75592578
s 7&957 )rnﬂe detter to the Burem datsd Se1530 csptioned %hwy Subversive
Aotivitiselenaral? Widoh frunonitisd & gopy of civoudar latter date Gul-38
MWMWMMnMetmmmmﬁmﬁ
Russian Riscikwoil, Theo nomm Jumes Rrety appesrs @6 o algeer of this lottar,
Tru ere advissd that tho nage Jaien Rordy $o oigned ap tressurer on o lotter
mmummmmwmlsw,

A upws iten sppeering in 4l Kaw York Tiwes of Mwmaa., 1990 reflstted that
ens lndred proxdnant citicans had Joinsd the Fon-Partissn Csuittes for 4he
mmexmmmwmwmanw%mmmmaw
shargs growing out of the Jagtonia textile workers strike in 1729,

61=7559-239%2
éui‘ pgsu) hmmrmmmmwmaammmsmm
W%ﬁﬁwwﬂ”a your £ils 10050870, -

100~13875)-
éuwwmaﬁwmmmoxaasmwa.wamwmm
Yerk 4n cass antitled, “Civil Righto Bufense Comaittest, yeur file 200=-13H11,

Refar to page AL of the weport of 84 F, M. Schmidt dated 1e29ehl at Chicagn
in sa-e ertitled, vHaticosl Cuemittoe for Defense of Rolitdend anw, am,
Hationsl Crezittes for ?mym Hightor, & w of which wme dsts.gm

Joux mﬁc
(100-7685—18)
Rafer %o page b of the repord of 8A Lo FEaalay dated Q*Mﬁmmm
gase entdtiod, Wlorkers Defense lgague, Internal Seourity”, amarMm
dspionated for your olfidae,
(100-5557~81)
Refar to page 37 of tho repord of fA lehard R, WWWatﬁw
&mm% cans mﬁtlnd, wauterg Trading Corporation, Bopionage CR)®, your file
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61=5381-1682
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Yorls ib ouce snditisd, "Post Ter Forld Counddld, mmm Seourity «I7, your
(100-27 om?g;
3 -
nefor to of tho repowt of Gh Thomes Bewitd Wsors, Jr. dated 16445 ab
Hew York in gasa entitled, Wisseph Fravmin Wea, In tmmi Sequrlgy-ny, your file
100.50657.

(100-287275-11)
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Jawe Rorty is reported by s Confidential Infarmant o be the authar of the
llowing artioles, "Whera Life 49 Bettsr?, "American Medieins Mbildices"; and
othera, Publicaticns not kmow, |

10 1938 the name James Rorty appeared as ons of mary writers for the ‘“Keep
Amarica gut of War Comittest,

In 194l James Rorty was reprrded as suthor dt sn article entitled, ﬂarothar Jin
%&?7?31%‘“““ publiched by the “Post War World Councilu,

A copy of a solicitation letter dated 11-8-37 reflects that James Rerty aleng
with Max Esastzan, louie ¥, Hacher, Sidney Book, Meyor Schapiro and Jamss T.
Faxrel was affiliatec with Pioneer Publishers. Checks yowr indices yegarding

this reported mmmmu publicher,

A-handbill. in possessicn of the Suresu reflects that on March 18, 1938 thmre
wag to be & "Nags nally against the coming War® at Mamhattan Plaza, 66 E, hth
St. Hew York, The spoaikters wore set forth as, "laurice Ipsctor, eo-sditor
Now International®; James cwnham prof. of philosophy-N.Y.U.3 "dames Casey,
former editor of the Dally Werkerty James Rorty, writer®, ¥Nathsn Gould, Natl
Crgaulser, TePeB.le" The Handdiil stated that the rally was under ths anspices
(csé& i} 67”56!303)3311% Forkers Party®, 116 University Flace, N.Y.C.
refer to New Yrrk letter to the Buresu date l;=17-26 captionsd, ®Re; Communist
Activities, New York file f#8im3v, .

(61~-L4T78-77) , _ ‘ _ :
A Cireulsr lettor dated 9=25-l0 carrying the letter hesad "New York Commitites,
Keep America Cub <f War Congress®, 22 Bast 17th Strect, New York City, liets
among othars a Janes Rorty as & mexbar of the New York Council,

(61-10123-18) | |
7he Bureants files rofleot that an applicatien for original entry wnder the
title "Ngw Massos" wap made on April 0, 1926 with tie Post rffice Dept. by
Ruth Stcub, Businaae Menager, Hew Masses, Inc. The fellowing individuala
ware listed as omurs or holders of 1 or more of the stocky Ruth Stout,
Maurice Backer, John Dos Passes, Joseph Prseman, Michael Qold, Paxton Fibben,
MW, Jumes Rorty, Rex Stout, Bleouat Arens, Helan Black, Robert Duma.
(100=355177 ‘ '
The Dureaus files reflect that in 1932 Jamss Rorty was lioted among othars as a
contributing editor to the vYStudsnt Review?, & Publicstion of the #National
(sém?c x%ag)w, 13 West A7th Strest, New York Citye.

1-7497-305
The Buresu's files contain a photdatatis copy of & oircular lotter deted 7-7-36
carrying the latterhead #The Socialist Callv, official Garpaign Weekly. James
r%agwgétmzcng)otmra is 1isted as & contridbuter to this publication.

1-626-22l

Do not éontact #Ths Hation® or the "New Mssses?”, Verify applicant's emplyment
with these publicaticns from other sources. Do not contact William Slosne
Asacoiates, '
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6-5- ) QUEST FOR INVESTIGATION A A e

THIS FORM TO BE USED FOR INCusMBENT EMPLOYEES 4ND APPLICANTS FOR EMPLOYMENT WHERE }NYA'SJUGAJ‘ION 18 '1\0 BE
CONDUCTED BY THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION AS REQUIRED IN SEC. 1001,PUBLIC LAW 402, 80th CONGRESS

1. FU‘LL NAME . (First) %{éa'ndéeéck (Maiden, if any) (Last)
[,\j (initials and abridge- MRS il James_ W‘k RORTY
& ments of full name are MISS ‘not used) . L
. notl acceptable)
2. PLACE OF BIRTH . . \>( DATE OF BIRTH
N}’ ~ k}hddletomn, L., _ warch 30, I890
3. CITIZEN: IF NATURAL!ZED: NUMBER (/ N PLACE OF NATURALIZATION
B3 YES DATE OF NATURALIZATION ) 7, }
1 No ' - " @;/vl’ " ./‘:,‘4 7(%,
4, EDUCATION (Circle highest grade completed): i (A) GIVE NAME AND ‘LOCATION COF LAST HIGH SCHOOL ATTENDED

12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 410 11 12

i Y
Ny MARK (X) THE APPROPRIATF BOX TO INDICATE SATISFACTORY Biddletonn, L.Y,

COMPLETION OF: (B) SUBJECTS STUDIED IN HIGH SCHOOL WHICH APPLY TO
[J ELEMENTARY SCHOOL [3 JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL | POSITION DESIRED

EXUSENIOR HIGH SCHOOL

—

o DATES ATTENDED|YEARS COMPLETED| DEGREES CONFERRED |SEMES—
(C) MAME AND LOCATION OF i — LN
/KLAEGE OR UNTVERSITY SPECIALTY | FROM | TO DAY | NIGHT | TITLE OATE  HeReDIT
Dfts College : English 1909 T0I3! x s, B 1 1013
BsAL Bedford, iass. / History| |-
5. COMPLETE EMPLOYMEWT HISTORY i - ¢
w2 @) DATES TITLE OF POSITION EMPLOYER ADDRESS OF EMPLOVER
~1946~4%9 Consultant TVA ~ Knoxville,Tenn, ot
% 1934-36__Correspondent N,Y.Post and The Nation N, Y.C. i
Ny 1924-26 Editor New Masses ¥.Y.C.
(3 1920=-24 Copy Uriter MeCann Co, _— _San_Era‘_n_cisQo_,_GaJ, ‘
S "I 1919-20 Publicity See, |Natl., Org. for Public Health Nursing o
1 1913-17 Copy Uriter McCann Co. _
1y 1926-30 Copy Writer Batten Barton,Durstﬂ.ne &+=0sborn N.Y.C. :
. {31930 to|date ~ self-employed free lance writer - Publishers:~| William Sloane Assoc.
/ ) Y/ t-="" MacMillan, John Day Co., W,W, Norton, Prentice|Hall; N.Y.C.
§ Other eémployers:— Henry Hayes, Erie Hodgins, Fortune Vagezine| Vietor Lindlahr,

6. DATES AND PLACES OF RESIDENCE FOR LAST 10 YEARS .

DATE STREET _ CITY STATE OR COUNTRY

m Flatbrookville Lew Jersey
- vi rélwaﬂ%ggeof- Lew fLavk - " L A
MW____ lorris Pk / V_Tenn. ]
m& Yorris Rark) /1/11/72 //X‘E:ZE. . 3
m ”g_aék Rogd Lorri%j}ﬁé\ n;!‘;‘.‘t“f‘fi{j;&; 2dnn,
"\1-:-;—:""’" . ‘ lorrig Tﬁ:l'}'k T Tern.

1945 - 40 | #lafhrookville Tew Je




0 .

PAGE FOUR

Your have previously been instructed as to the menner in which reference
S0L IBVITAS, Editoer of the New Leadery chould be intervievweds, Ir. Levibas
of course, should be interviewed by a mature, experienced Special Agents

You should check your indicees prior to interview with the following references;
Robert Morris, Lawyer; Sidney Hook, Professor; and Etliot Cohen, editor of
wCommenhary¥®, If your fites contain information which weuld indicate that ine
terviews with ony of these references would pe unwise, of course, tre interview
should 1ot be corducted,

WASHINGTON FIEID

There are tracsnitted herewith photostatic copies of two reports reteting to

the “Hunger lMarch Incidentst which cccurred in Wachinghon, De Ce in 1932

Cne report covers December 5,h of 1932, The othsr report is dated December b,
19324 Pertinent portions of these reports should be incorperated in your current
reporte Tho information should be attributed to a confidential Informante
(61-6699-386) (961-6699-380)

The name James Rorbty appears in Dies Commitbee Report #1, pages 380, 530

SAll DIEGO

Applicont lists an arrcst for Vagrancy abt EL Centro, California, in March of
19L3, He states he was relcased the rmorning fellowing the arrest and that
that arrest was mace during depression strikes in the Tmpericl Vallsy. It
aprears that the year 1943 is a typographical error and that the yemr of arrest
wos more likely 193Le Secure the details concerning this arreste

BOSTON

Applicant claims that in 3ay of 1927 he was grrested in Boston, Massachusebts
for disorderly conduct; dispositicn, rclessed, Secure the detailc of this
arrects

N HAVER

Isazc Don Levine should be interviewed by a mature, experienced Special Lgent

providing your fites contain no information which would indicat~s such an
interview to be wnrises

ALL OFFICES

This case ic to be assigned only to mature, experienced Special Agents who
should be circumspect in conducting their interviews. Persons interviewed
should be informed that ~pplicant is being investigated by this Bureau inasuuch
as he has applicd for a position with the Voice of America Section of the

State Deple
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FBL«SAN FRANCISCO 2-25-51 2-27 PM WN
; DIRECTOR, FBI DEFERRED

JAMES HANCOCK "RORTY, AKA. B VOA. BUFILE ONE TWENTY THREE DASH }

. SEVEN TWO FOUR EIGHT. REPORT SUBMITTED AMSD TODAY. )
i KIMBALL
, r— b 7
END ACK PLS RECORDED - 79 g/g 3- c/gqf/‘ ?_\J
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64

Office Memorandum - vxirep starss GOVERNMENT |
TO : : DATE: 7”/4“/

FROM Director, FBI

/ \ShC, NWew York
SUBJECT:
Jawwes /Qa—r%/v AK A

CHARACTEE. OF- CASE: }/ A

DESDLINE DATE: /% /ac /n

This case will be delinquent because ex)éuwu/\( R \
J,

- Report will reach the Bureau by thegfllowmg date /&DA

\!\'J\\
] N2 pees o
BUE. FILE § /> 27248 L8l Lguosd?
¥.Y. FILE # , womb ,
/v%Y7l] T A

&S I
/9‘3——'79‘7«’—?{/\‘4\\\3 a“

\
4EeEnEd®

HOT HECGRDED
i3 Mbin 20 SE
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Addresss

" Birthdates SUPV3s

] Miscs : -
; ‘ Searcher
‘ Date //.2 2 Initial ¢ <~
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SUPVs

— Searcher

Date_‘l{ uInitial (S .4
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hrrest .ecord S
| b
James. He Rorty C\"b'ﬁ( 8987

March, 19h3 vagrancy El Centro, Galif, Released next
morni ng

(Arrest made-during 'd:epression strikes in Imperidl Valley
sb

May, 1927  -disorderly conduct Boston, Mass. R leased

essniaal' )
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FBI L08 ARGELES 6112 pm
8AC, SAN ¥ RANGISGO DEFERRED 2/27/51
saxes mancoal nomry, AXa voa.

REBUFILE ONT WO THREE [ ASH SEVES WO FOUR FIOHT, YOUR LET TWO
TVENTTTHAZE LAGT. WORKAX KINI KAY BE OORPAGTED AT WO TWO ONE
EIGHE D BAWGAOFY.WAY, BERXELSY UNTIL YHANC THRRE NEXT. RUC IA.

ROOD
125033 _____ )
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NET YOzK, NT7 YORK
January 8, 1951

MIRAT, TG ﬁ/ “‘2

JAMFS HANCOCK RORTY, AKA JAM'S FOFTY, JAMTS H. LRORTY DASH VoA, BUFILT‘ NE
TWINTY THREE DASH SFVT™N Tv'0 FOUR TIOHT, BULT TO NY, D7C'MBIR TV™LVZ LAST.
TRIC HCDGINS, FOR WHOM APPLTCANT DID FRFT LANCE WORE I RFCINT YRAES, ON
LFAVE FROM FORTINE MAGAZINE, NYC, AND IS RFSIDING THRRF THRRE FOUR ILLTHAW
DRIVE, SARASOTA, FLORIDA. VICTOR LINDLAER, FOR WHOM APPLICANT ALEO DID
FREE, LANCE VORK, NOW LOCATFD TWO (NE (NE NORTH COCQNUT LANE, PALM ISLAND,

MIAMI BYACH, FLORIDA. FOR INFO, APPLICANT IN THIRTIES, WAS NON-CQIFORfIST

AND RADTCAL AFFILIATED WITH NUMFROUS LIFT WING ORGANIZATI(NS. HANDLE,
BUDTD DECTBIR TWINTY SIXTH LAST.

SCHEIDT
cc: Bureaun <
BBJ:0IL
123-4919 (Sect. #11)
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/ e New York, NY
January 5, 1951

m mVEN'Oﬁoo-QQQUQODEFTERRED

JAMES HANCOCK lRORT‘;‘.’ s AKAs VOA RERUFILE ONE TWIHTY THREE DASH SEVEN TTO FOUR
EIGHT AND NEW HAVEY TEL TO NY DECEMEER TTENTY NINC, APPLICANT RESIDED DUYRING |
SUMMERS OF NINRTTEN TCNTIES AND THIRTIES, SPRCIFIC TIME WOT KNOUN, AT TESTPORT,
CONN., RD ONE; PHONE TRUMBALL TWO EIGHT™ FOUR, RING THIRTEEN, FOR INFO,
APPLICANT BORN MARCH THIRTY, EIGHTEEN NINETY, VIFE'S NAME WINIFRED, APPLICANT
WAS EDITOR QUOTE NET MASSES UNQUOTE, TWENTY FOUR DASH TVENTY SIX; COPYRIGHTER '
FOR ADVERTISING AGENCY, NINETEEN TWENTY SIX TO THIRTY; HAS BEEM FRUE LANCE
FRITER SINCE NINETEEN ?HIRTL IN NINETEEN TUVENTIES AND, THIRTIES TAS NON
CONFORMIST AND RADICAL, AFFIﬁIATEﬂ) WITH WsR'OUS LEFTWING ORGANIZATIONS. NO
INFO RE OPERATICNS IN CONNECTICUT.

— . SCHEIDT
){ J::Q :‘».’ 4’;7' :: ) : ‘w /
ce: Burean : . o "‘ r s ek
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SAG, L YK December 26, 1950
SAC, SAN DIEGD
o (A58D)

JAITIS IAICNCH LRIV, aka
SPENTAL TINVIRY-STALYE TEPALTITNT
PILLIC LAY 402, POth Conaress
VOINE OF AYERICA

ebulet Aated Decembor 12, 1750

There are b.iny trunsimiticd with this letter photostalic
copies of several lefters or documentis obtuined on Febrrary 26, 1935,
at Ll Centro, California, at the tire %his applicant wre arrésted and
held for investisation,

The New York Office will review ifs indices and set out any
da%a available on the "C7L UI'IST LLAIUE OF AT« ICAY,, C/OPERATIVE DISTHI-
LUTTS, and HKN-PALTLICAL LA-OK DEFENSE. If deemed advisable, lew York
will conduct% inkerviews %o determine the exbtent and connections of the
applicany with these various organizations,

The lew Haven Office will conduct such invectizabion as is
nccessary tio place the applicant in Vestport, Connecticub, in May, 1934.

The San Francisco Office will review i%s indicos concerning
She 1I-PA,TTISAW LA:OR DUFLNSE, Foom 429 Iills building, San Francisco,
and JATG-IONTY, 1200 tashington Sircet, Can Prancisco, California, and
conduct such interviews and invectipaiion as is deomed advisable in ine~
stant ratter

RID: LM

123-297 ' s

CC: Eurcau (123-7248)(A13D)
Lew Haven (AlSD) encl.
Can Francisco (AI'SD) encl,
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Tolson
Ladd
Clegg
Glavin
Nichols
Rosen
Tracy.
Harbo
Belmont
Mohr
Tele. Room____
Nease

‘E
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, . FEDERAL EUREAU OF INVESTIGATION O-bagr
_ Uﬂn'En STATES IEPARTMENT OF .ms'rmﬂ 7

w \ J .
To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. "
Transmit the following message to: 12-18-60 - ,
O SAC SAR DIEGO DEFERRED ' bE
JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, VOA. REBULET nmuaén TWELVE LAST. APPLICANT biIC

ARRESTED AS JAMEZS RORTY ON CHARGE INVEATIGATION AN FEBRUARY TWENTY 8IX
NINSTEER THIRTY FIVE BY SHERRIF'S OFFICE.
EL CENTRO, CALIFORNIA. THEIR ARREST NUMBER TWO EINE TWO NINE ZERO.

FBI KUMBER FIVE SIX EIGHT TWO ONKE FOUR A.
HOOVER

BUFILE 12&-7248

LSK sMEP at . .
Form 79 CSO . | L &

cECORDED -2 /L 3 - 794f 3

> —d

Adn .

GoppRd 18




FBI WASH DC e 12-18-50 $-23 PM SMS

SAC  SAN DIEGO DEFERRED )
JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, VOA. REBULET DECEMBER TWELVE LAST. APPLICANT
ARRESTED AS JAMES RORTY ON CHARGE INVESTIGATION ON FEBRUARY TWENTY SIX

NINETEEN THIRTY FIVE BY SHERIF-S OFFICE, EL CENTRO, CALIFORNIA. THEIR

ARREST NUMBER TWO NINE TWO NINE ZERO. FBI NUMBER FIVE SIX EIGHT TWO ONE

FOUR A.
HOOVER
END ACK PLS
FEL (
0%\SD WJJVB ‘

ACK AGIN
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W0, T HINGICT FITTD /\ . December 1, 1957
e, T HWEN

{
JITD CTARLgR F.C‘RTY, aka
JT CARTY, JAMT Na-TCR
OPEZ1 D INOUIRY « T°97 DEPARTIAHT
PJZ‘[I" TAT 402, 8NTH CONFIS3S
VOICE OF MMTAICH
Tafile 123-7247)

Pebulet of December 12, 1950, to Mew York.

The, speciT™ic lead for the New Haven Cffice is that “Isanc Don
Levine should bn inberviewed by a mature, exrerienced Jpecial
Agent,. ¥

It is noted that IEVIRRYD address is listed as RFD 2, Norwalk,
Connecticut. Fe 1s showm as a writer and editor, and 1s a
reference for the anplicant.

The present address of I3ANC DOY LEVINT is 3029 Cambridge e
Place, Northwest, 'Jashington, D.C. -

Handle. RUS.

— -

FPIMeIM ,
123-0 - LA L pd

gcoe  Turean
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" FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

) R
1—;‘.’:}?&3; OoRIGINATEDAT  BUREAU FILE NO. 1?3—3./173
REPORT MAEiE AT DATMEAggEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE y REPORT MADE BY s

ST FRARGTS0N 12/19/50  12/15-16/50 | VILLIAM D, WHITWEY-bl

TITLE

;
#| JAVMES HANCOCX RORTY, AKA, JAMES RORTY, JAMES H,

R

REFERENCE:

DETATIS:

:AGENCY»/__Q;___%;;T}\;;._.

$ e T’f ot = / - PO
m? + m i{;)‘*.‘A; i]»._.;—h-‘—-—ra‘!-iﬂ
vy - s
B e e

VOICE OF AMERICA

CHARACTER OF cASE  SPECTAL INQUIRY -
' STATE DEFARTMENT IUBLIC LAW
"| 40?7, 80TH CONGRESS

Sen Francisco City Directory reflects McCann
Company no longer in business, San Francisco,

California,

Applicant and wife have no credit

or criminal record San Francisco or Berkeley,

California,

- RUC -

Bureau letter to New York dated 12/12/50

AT SAY FRANCISCO, CALIFORLIA

A check of Polk's City Directory for San Frencisco, 1924,
reflects that the applicent was employed by the MeCann
Company at Berkeley, California,
of 1930 fails to reflect any notetion of McCann Company
being in business either in San Francisco or in Berkeley,

California,

The Folk City Directory

A cheelr ot the Pen Treneiceo Chegber of Cormerce re-
flected that MNeCann Company was unknown to them,

CREDIT AND CRIMTEAL:

Ipe applicant and his wife have no credit record at the

San Francisco Petailers Credit Association, or the

DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

Alameda County Retoilers Credit Association in Oskland,

COPIES OF THIS REPORT

13- Bureau (AMSD) (123-7248) .

Vo L Y e

Loaagmy__

‘ P | ' Y
1" San Francisco ! - s W
s g
| [
* N d hom— 7 i T ” d g - S T e R e
- N — ;
f G AL et i } ) A

- £ g N / & l i %
PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS COMEIBENFHL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE F/BI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED.

U S. GOYERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

16— 59256-1




S. F, 123-1173

The applicant and his wife hsve no criminal record
at the San Francisco or Oskland, California Police Departments.,

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION T TOT OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

0]%6‘6 Memoraindum « vxitep STATwS GOVERNMENT

DATE: /3 ?/.L/./S"U
Director, IFBI /
. £

TO :
FROM g
B4C, Mew York O .

SUBJECT: J/}ME% /7/4/1/(-0(/< /?0 ff’/ E// \

#

CEARLCTER OF CBSER 1/ 0 A
DEADLINE DARE: /5 /2 /J'_U
This case will be delinquent because o f scepe

b % inveskiéotun regorred — Jem;almry‘
- veoiSlace s ro¥ Kicoran e ¥’

baokivovu.‘/

Report will reach the Bureau by the following date; %041//

BUR, FIIE $ /v %2 -72¥ &

WY, FILEF /3 % ¥ G/ 5 -
| /22— 7247~ ﬂ/‘%
. HOY RECORBED S %ﬂ )
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ///““

I

13 # /{/ '
'orm. No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Bureau FILE NO. 123-2562
‘ REPORT MADE AT DA—:-:A\:;EEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
St. Louis, Missouri 12-22-50 1 12-20-50 G. B. NORRIS, SAC BCKsmr
’ TITLE “ | CHARACTER OF CASE o 1
- | SPECIAL INQUIRY-STATE DEPARTMENT
JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, o Public Iaw 402, 80th Congress
aka, James Rorty, James H.” Rorty VOICE OF AMERICA

SYNopsisoF FacTs: The records of DPRB, AGO, Department of the Army, St.
o . Louis, Missouri, indicate JAMES H. RORTY, ASN 10398,
V#5 -. 7 p4s..yvin Us S. Army 6-9-17 to 6-5-19. Honorably discharged
L c;;ﬁ/ as Private by reason of demobilization. No derogatory
- .. information. Born 3-30-90 at Middletosm, New York.

=l T e = B = PRy A
Y e AR AT
Reference: Bufile 123-7248. 1 " "‘; ; '
Bureau letter to New York dated 12-12-50. §§P o ‘f‘”",' : ‘»:7,, /,.._
e 54 ¥

Detailss AT SAINT LOUIS, MISSOURL

A review of the Army service record on file at World War I
Unit, Demobilized Personnel Records Branch, Adjutant General's Office, Department
of ‘bhe Army, for JAMES H. RORTY, ASN 10398, indicates that he enlisted in the
U. S. Army on June 9, 1917, at New York City, New York. He was honorably dis-
charged on June 5, 1919, as a Private from the Ambulance Service, Camp Dix, New
Jersey, by reason of demobilization. His military occupation was listed as
Driver and civilian occupation as Advertising Copy Writer. He served from
December 26, 1917, to May 28, 1919, in foreign service in France and participated
in the battles and campaigns of Toul Sector, Seicheprey, Xivray, St. Mihiel,
Meuse-Argonne, He wags awarded the Army of Occupation Medal and Distinguished
Service Cross.

His character and efficiency ratings ranged from unknown to
excellent. There is no record of courts-martial, AWOLs, or derogatory informa-
tion. The date and place of birth were shown as March 30, 1830, at Middletown,
New Yorke

N REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN -

TAPPROVED AND /= / z
,// / {" R P i AozxT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

EORWARDED/, IN CHARGE
*/ ‘ .o 4 i 1 - .
A R A R A é? [nfy ]
4 . - { DA i . Ri: GF;DED a 27
COPIES OF THIS REFORT l , PP ' :
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3 - Bureau (AMSD) ( T
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PROPERTY OF FBI~THIS CONFIDENTHAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED,
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Investigation in this case was conducted by Specizal Employee




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1 — .
THIS CAOSE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU FiLeno.  123-158
REFORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY H ]
MAD!
KWOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 12-22-50 [12-13 ,20,81,22 / 50 Talz
- ,\_—-'_-':-ﬂ
TITLE _ CHARACTER OF CASE
x 5 THOUEREY i
Ty Ty r T" ST i
JAMES FANCOCK RORTY, A . T UBLIC Lo ;02,
JAMES ROR'IY TS BN WY Gow vUi‘GPr‘ﬁﬁ (w aTa Hv e )

i &
E“M'JL -

oy

,)’fﬂ (‘/ —

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ’_//

,;g_,_g‘ Employment as Consultant, TVA, 1946-48, verified @na m,vofd*rx

*, NG

R Jﬁ: Regidence, Norrls Tenn., vemfied and nothing unfavorabls
P ":, '_;)‘ ¥ .,-f" /‘_, deV@lOped
County, Tenn. %}«:—_v—wﬁ ’“‘D E

Vi .

"el""

;””"/f“/.. 3 &
w3 RE:
‘= - RUC - -

e
No CI'Gd.L'b or criminal record, Knoxwrl;i;lm,, r el LI ﬂ) r .L..l L

REFEREICR
DETATIS ;

Burca,u letter to New York dated Deceuber 12, 19
AT KMOZVILLE, TENNESSHE,

Mrs. EVA TEE ROBBINS, Pergomnel, Tennessee Valley Authority,

adviged that her records reflect that JAMES HANCCCK RORTY was
engaged as a Consultant for a period of one year, beginning April 1,1946., His
services were utilized in commection with the preparation of educetional material
concerning the Tennegsee Valley Authority program of Agricultural Development and
Watershed Protection. On Janvary 1, 1947, a supplemental contract was entered into
for a period of one year, at which time RORTY's residence was officially changed
to Knoxville. On December 31, 1947, his contract was extended for one calendar
year and was not renewed upon expiretion of his contract. According to his employ-
went record, he was entirely satisfactory and there was nothing unfavorable therein|
His birth date was verified from TVA records.

£, A, LAMPEE, Ascistont to tho Chicd Conscrvation Englnser,
Tennessee Velley Authority, advised that tho work of RORTY. was performed under
the supervision of this office, and that he had worked directly with RORTY in -
the preparation of pubj_ica.‘i;ions concerning the TVA program of Agricultural Develop-
ment and Watershed Protection. LAMPKE added that in this comnection, RORTY pre-
pared publications entitled "Food at the Grass Roots" and "Soil. . . People, and
Fertilizer Technology." LAMPKE stated that these publications were particularly

APPROVED AND
FORWARDED:

PECIAL AGENT

IN-CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
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KX 123-158

comprehensive and difficult assigmments and that RORTY was particularly

adept at gathering material and working it into publishable form. He
"gstated that the majority of his employment period was spent in an
office adjacent to his, except for brief trips to Wilson Dam, Alabama,
for the collection of materiel for the latter publication. LAMPKE
stated that he also had occasional social contact with RORTY, who
resided at Norris, Tennessee. He added, however, that RORTY was not
particularly socially inclined, associated almost entirely with TVA
personnel, and spént most of his time at work or in pursuing hobbies.
He stated he was a vory serious-minded individual of the greatest
integrity of character. He considered him to be very straightforward,
consclentious, strongly anti-Communist, with an above average interest
in political affairs. LAMPKE also stated that he had gathered that
in RORTY's line of work, he had had frequent contact with people who
were pro-Communist, and that he was affected negatively in these con-
tacts. He knmew of no organizations to which RORTY would belong, stat-
ing that he was very careful concerning which organizations he would

‘ hold membership in, this, according to LAMPKE, being because of the

fact that RORTY foresaw the technique of infiltration of various or-
ganizations by people who were sympathetic toward Communism. LAMPKE
concluded,that he would have no hesitancy to recommend RORTY for access
to information affecting the security of this country, having drawn
this conclusion from the fact that when employed by the Tennessee
Valley Authority, RORTY was very careful to clear with the TVA before
uging for his purposes any information relevant to the Tennessee Valley
Authority which he may have learned incidental to his work there.

Mr. and Mrs. MAX ZUBER, Emory Road, advised that they are
respectively manager of Norris Park and Hostess at Norris Tea Roam,
and, as such, knew of the JAMES RORTYS while they resided at Norris.
They stated, however, that they had no business contacts with them,
knowing them only by reputation. They stated that they kmew of nothing
vhich would reflect unfavorably concerning either Mr. en‘Mrs. RORTY.

A. C. BIDDLE, Secretary, Knoxville Retail Credit Association,
advised he had no credit record for JAMES HANCOCK RORTY.

Mre. ESTELLE LIOYD, Clerk, Knoxville Police Department, advised
she could locate no record for JAMES HANCOCK RORTY.

e
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AT NORRIS, TERNESSEE.

Tha following investigation was conducted by Speclal Agent

Mr. JOE DeMARCUS, Office Manager, Temnnessee Valley Authority,
Reservoir Properties, advised his records reflect RORTY reeided in
Norris, as follows: Norris Park: May 16, 1946 - September 30, 1946,
March 13, 1947 - September 16, 1947; also, 181 Oak Road, May 6, 1948 -
August 31, 1948. DeMARCUS stated that Norris Park, a small cabin area,
is now closed, He also advised that on August 31, 19h8, the Town of
Norris was sold and that all propsrties were taken over by the Norris
Land Company.

DeMARCUS further advised that although he never met RORTY or
any of his family, he knew of RORTY and his family when they resided
in Norris. DeMARCUS stated he recalled nothing ever coming to his
attention that would reflect unfavorably on the character, reputation,
aggociates or loyalty of RORTY or his family. '

Miss FRANCES SIMPSON, Secretary, Norris Land Company, advised
her records reflect RORTY resided at 181 Oak Road from August 31, 1948,
to June 15, 1949. SIMPSON stated she was not acquainted with RORTY.

Mrs. PERRY COTTER, housewife, 24 East Circle, advised that
she sublet her home at that address to RORTY during the approximate
period September 1946 to March 1947. COTTER said that she was well
acquainted with RORTY during the above period and she found RORTY
and his femily to be people whose character, reputation and associates

~ were good. COTTER also stated that RORTY and his wife were writers

and very intelligent people, and although she never engaged in
political discussions with them, she considered RORTY and his family
to be loyal Americans. -

Mrs. L. A. BOLLING, housewife, Box 456, advised that she

rented a small farmhouse to RORTY during the approximate period June

1947 to June 1948, and that she was well acqueinted with RORTY and

his family during that period. BOLLING stated that RORTY and his
family were brilliant individuals and that he and his wife were writers,
but that they associated with very few people. BOLLING said that on
the occasilon of several visite to RORTY's home during the above period,

_3-



KX 123-158

she engaged in several political discussions with RORTY and his wife

and fraom these discussions, she arrived at the opinion that if RORTY

had any political leanings at all, she would classify them as "socialistic."
BOLLING said that the best definition she could offer for claseifying -
RORTY as soclalistic was that he appsared to favor social equality for

all classes: rich, poor and Negroes, and from other remarks he has made,
the nmature of which she could not recall. BOLLING stated, however, that
ghe considered RORTY and his family to be patriotic and loyal Americans.

Mrs. BESSIE STURDEVANT, housewife, 43 West Cifcle, advised

that she was well acquainted with RORTY and his family during the entire

period they resided in the vicinlity of Norris, STURDEVANT stated that
RORTY and his wife worked for various publications and thet RORTY has
published several books. STURDEVANT said that she considered RORTY and
hig wife to be very intelligent and high-type people. She also stated
that their associates were of the better type of people inmtown, and
‘that she considered their morals and reputation to be beyond question.
STURDEVANT added that she considered the loyelty of RORTY and his family
to be unimpeachable. STURDEVANT described RORTY as an individual who

is a deep thinker and "liberal to the water's edge,"” and said that he
was a fighter for what he believed in.. STURDEVANT said that she wes un-
aware of RORTY's political views, but that she felt that he was definitely
a liberal-thinking individual. She stated that the best she could de-
fine her classification of RORTY as & liberal was by the following
illustration: STURDEVANT related that in the recent past, there was

a local radio preacher named J. HAROLD SMITH, who preached and ranted
over the radio and influenced illiterate people for SMITH's personal
gain; also, that RORTY disliked and disapproved of SMITH's tactics so
much that RORTY finally published an article in "Harper's Magezine,"
exposing SMITH as a solfish, unethical individual. STURDEVANT also
stated that she kmew that RORTY hated Communism almost to the point

of his having an apoplectic stroke whenever the subject of Communism
was mentioned,

The following additional individuals advised that they were
acquainted with RCRTY and his family during the period they resided
at Norris. All stated that, to the best of their knowledge, RORTY
and his famlly were loyal Americans and their character, reputation
and associates were good:

Mr. ROGER WILLIAMS, Postmaster;

Mrse .LAWRENCE CARDEN, Postal Clerk;

Mrs. ROBERT P. MOORE, housewife, 117 Hilltop Lane;.
Lieutenant LYLE HIGDON, TVA Police.

k-



KX 123-158

All of the individuals interviewed advised that they were
unaware of the membership of RCRTY or his family in any organization
or society, with the possible exception that they might have belonged

to local social or civic groups.

Mr. ROGER WILLTAMS, Postma.ster, also advised trat since the
Tcwn of Norris was sold in l9h8 all of RORTY's former neighbors on
Oek Road and East Circle have moved from this area.

- Lieutenant TYLE HIGDON Termessee Valley Authority Police,
adviged that his files do not contain a crimlna.l record for RORTY

" or any member of hls family.

AT CLINTON, TENNESSEE.

o or any member of his family.

Mre. HAZEL BROOKS, Deputy Clerk of the Anderson County Circuit
Court, advised that her files do not contain a criminal record for RORTY

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE CF ORIGIN -
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JAMES HANCOCKKRORTY, AKA JAMES RORTY, JAMES H.;;”»RORTY, VOA. BUFILE
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FEDER. _REAU OF INVESITGATION

‘orri No. 1

1S CASE ORIGINATED AT RURE AT FILE NO. 1?3_297

REPORT MADE AT DA-LE,«Y;:EN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

SLN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA |[12-26-50 12-18,19,20-50 RICHAED J. DOYLE L ‘

i : SPRGILL, 1N UIRY-STATE DEPARTNMENT

- AT r r R 2ribls ': ‘vr- H1E '

JAVES HLYCCCK RORTY, Public Law 102, 80th Congress
aka James Rorty, James H. Rorty VOICE OF ALERICA

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: RORTY!s arrest on February 26, 1935, by

| - Sheriffts Office, ¥l Centro, California,

Arr ofe Ty L - and held for investigation. Released on

¢+, _ -7 Febrnary 27, 1935. Various papers, letters
-7 and documents in possession of RORTY when

RGPSt '_ R = x’ - . arres.ted set qub. AC?NCYM

- “"a»
«t -
- ,:.! TL.»«-—-—-—-'-"““‘“.

bow B R Mm wE L, -RUC - e T e
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REFuRAICE: Bureau letter to New York dated December 12, 1950.
DETAILS: AT EI CENTRO, CALIFORMIA:

The records of the Sheriff's Office for Imperial County,
reflect the following data:

On February 26, 1935, under number #29290, there was book-
ed into the County Jail an individual named JANES RORTY. This person gave
this data, he was Lk years of age, born in the United States, had been in the
County for two days, in e Stabe of CGelifornin for two months, was a writer,
and resided in vhe Svale of Commecticut. This perocn was held for investica-
tion and the booking sheel had the notation on the top of the page in red ink
"EED", On February 27, 1935, at 1;45 P.X. this person was released.

Sheriff ROBERT W. WAKE advised that he was the Sheriff
at the time of RORTY'!s arrest. He recalled that there existed a law of the
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State of California, known as the "CRIMINAL SYNDICALISM STATUTE", and this was
in effect at the time of RORTY's arrest. The Sheriff stated that his office
had received reports that RORTY was a Communist and was commencing to propagandize
the program of that organization. RORTY and a céampanion were brought to the
County Jail and booked while efforts were made to establish the veracity of the
allegations. When booked, an examination of the papers and effects of RORITY,
found in his automobile was made. The Sheriff stated that no proof could be ob-
tained, that RORTY had violated the "CRIMINAL SYNDICALISM STATUTE", and he was
ordered released the following day. RORTY requested protection when released
and was given such protection to the time he reached the Arizona State line.
Sheriff WARE advised that the year before Imperial Valley had been the scene

of an intense struggle between Communist led agricultural workers and the local
farmers, and that local public feeling was most explosive on the subject of
Communism, and anyone who was identified with the Communist side.

There was located in the.files of the Sheriffis Office,
several letters and documents obtained as the result of the afore-mentioned
search. '

(1) A letter with "Westport, Connecticut®
: RQ D.l
May 3, 193L
Addressed to '"Dear Palmer"®

A paragraph number #L reads as follows:

"Without in any way speaking for the A.W.P.-- I am a
member, but not on the Provisional Organizing Committee--I may
say that my own chief interest in the consumer movement is that
it provides a basis for propaganda and agitation against the
capitalist system. I don't think it is possible to organize con-
sumers along class lines,and as a Marxian Revolutionary it is the .
development of the class struggle along Marxian lines that I am
interested in."

A photographic copy of this carbon copy letter is being
transmitted with this report.

(2) A letter on the letterhead of the "COMMUNIST LEAGUE
OF AMERICA", 1Ll Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. dated
September 21, 193L, addressed to JAMES RORTY, West-
port Connectiput.
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"Dear Comrade RORTY:

Enclosed are the contracts of the Communist
League throughout the country. I hope you
will have the opportunity to get in touch

with them,
 Fraternally yours,
A, ¥SWABECK :
Sedretary"

The list mentioned in the letter as well as the letter is
being transmitted in photostatic copies with this report.

(3) A printed form lepter of appeal for funds on the
" letterhead of the \ N-PmRTISAN LABOR DEFENSE,_ Room
h39, wills BUll San Francisco, Cdllfgpnla.
This letter at the end states that this appeal has been en=-
dorsed by several persons and lists JAMES RORTY. .A photostatic copy of this
letter is being transmitted with this report. .

{ 4 ) A set of lecture notes of Communist nature, a report
of the 13th Bistrict of the Communist Party, concern-
ing agricultural strikes and the proceedings held on
March 17, and 18, year not specified.

ENCLCOSURES: '
' Bureau - A photog aphkic copy of letter addressed

to "DearXPalmer"
- A photogtakic copy of 1etter on letter—
head %MNIST LEAGUE OF AMERICAY ™~
- A ph 4T Copy oI letter on Isttere—_
head of"NON-PARTISAN LABOR DEFENSE."

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN,
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LDUTNISTRATIVSE PAGL:s

Under booking number 29289, Imperial £heriffts Office,
there waz booked at the same time as RCRTY one CHARL:ZXMLANUIH, who on tie
hockivs sheot was described as follows:

35 years of age, born in Poland, in the USA for 22 years,
resident in Los Angeles, a writer, was 5¢ 11", 180 pounds, hazel eyes, black
hair, no scars or marks. This person was alrwﬁooked for investigabion and
his booking sheet also contained the notation MRED!

Ho additional data could be obtained from the Sheriff, or
any of his deputies concerning this last named persone
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-tn Mew York City in March, 19034 a W of writers, toacho:&
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end m i&nt trade unionists, which may end in She sunmressich or hame

A
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~

TR ; ARD e
HON-PARTISAN LABOD DEBENSR® .. This organization wes

.
&
;

law
cnndomnohlbnnn se Of lsbor cases who

lieved that a nev opganization - ‘49 the control of no sindle .
seot in the lzbor movemsnt shoulld Ve sed Wp, Iince then the NPLD hes

both in propaganda for the idea ef settfng up @ mass o it~

iea on militans, plass, non-pertisan lines,. and in prectical defense
work, It has defended workers in collaberatiom with the sSocialist Partye
borkérs Party of the U.8,, Il Martello Creup, I.k.is., A.F. of L, unions,
end has won several mbfo viotories, Its various campaigns have deeny
endorsed by the above-mgntioned organizations, and by the rorwards Ass-
oclation, Vortmen®s Cirele, Joint ™ of the ILGWU (NYC), Joint Board
of the A-.lrnm lothing Vorkera (NYC), United liebrew Trades, Amere
1cen Oivil Liberties Union, Lea for In&utrtal vemooracy, Young
Pouple?s Soclialist lLeague, S rtacus Yoyth League, etc. etf, -

WHY BID THE NFLD COME T0 GACRAMENTO? The NPLD sees the Sacramento cau\”
as Ome of netionsl significanee, hould the Comunist r»ty of Calife :
be cutlawed as a result of this cage, it will, in view of the ex=-

intention of the reacti organised by wa, Mandalph _ .}
the stgam m‘rmﬂ "&w a&!ﬂt ?mnﬁwm N

stringing of all working class organizations, 1In such a oriels, every
organizetion has an odligation %0 al¢ the lefense, 3
The NPLD was asiosd $0 helv in Sacramento first by Norman Mini, ome ' |-

of the defendants, vho wamted us to sup@rvise his ficht and, e few days
later, to provide coumsel oompetemt ang willing to arzue the ocase along §:
lines essential to Mini because of his'political beliefs, The Bay Area |}:
Seasion eof the Vorlkere Party of the U.S,, and its national office supp- |-
op¥ed the request of aini, .n eddit!on, Jack Warniok who 1s legally -}
Tesented by IID coumnsel, after mna{ng six months in jatl asked the /..
to bail him out, JSudgequently, Nore Conklin, also being ‘defended '

b o ILD entered a sinilcr appliocation, ‘ i

- WHOM DOES THE NPLD WANT TO DEFRND? The «PLD has no desire to énateh

away from the IILD the right %o dsfend any of the prisoners now under-its
ving. 190 defend these prisamere s not 2 right, but a duty, From the
outset cur oochoevtion has besm %@ @id the defense of n1l without regard
to opinions or affiliations, In eiding individual »risoners, we have
tried %o cid nll, and {n eiding all ve are seekinr to defend the int-
erests of the entire vorking olass and ~l)l enemies of reas:tion,

43 T .2 DRRE, MY PHACTION, WY Tha UTLD atands an Jis seaendy .

to 1. It disvatohed a renresentative to the coast to send informatienm °
‘2\" New York ’;tgic:‘ agd t?‘ :ago rullluohargo of mlwork on the coast,
tt Tt eretained a r™U Tom Chicago Albert -oldpan, 0ted labder
;‘a"ﬁg;d;‘g:ﬂne him to zive his services gratis, «r, Gol..dmn's value
ALD, and b ®h recommized by the defendants, by Leoc Gallasher of the
’ J DAany persons sonnected with liberal orgeizations,

3¢ 'iIw0 weeks after receiving his apnlication for »3800 bgil’, e

- wPLD took Jack Uarnick out of

a plaoing no conditinns upon and

:?2:«: vltiu 'go becare active In the defense fight, w»ithin a week afte
h ng Nera vonZlin®s application, the PLD raised $2500 to

t:r ball, and 1e now working in Jdan Peanc's o, ic ngalas and e

orplg;o the n-;ul:: needed anl to bring her c

° Rmeans o 8 " servi : NPLD

the Saoramento fight 1? Wi labor movemens of ¢

]

ROVe releases are o tely nem~frotignal and n¢

to them by ores ion sine ated [twyi
endants and issues involved -;:‘goi “’:o. —
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- The NPLL hus 8ert to trace w.lins Mo Clier Bu:S oxgunizatiou
;hfouh vt the cound-; al 8};val that the; irterc¢st thumselves active-’
1y in the| Bacrecento fight b, sen.in, & tre Cglifornia authorities

re oluttons of prétodt agtlnst tie present perd-cuticn. and for the ro+

al of
r @ of all the defendants ani °he rigit of the Communist Party legal-
ly tc exist and adv ate Its a.c:rines. The firat results of this ap-.
poql have already begun to coms in to our Californl. representative.
o it thelr re uest, the NPLD has su, plied the prisomers with
ﬁnks fcr the purchuse of £00G wnJ tobucco in the covunty Jail,
' 7. At the requedt. of une prisaner, the NPLD has obtained in Kew

Yoka at cunsideratqle \upmu and difficulty, literature needed for de-
fence pu poses. This pris.ner. is ‘being defended by the b, - :
| ‘8. ne NPLL 5 set on .ot & incependent inveshg%'tun of tae

credi.bi ity of one of. thie stuol-plgeonsgii the serviece of tiie prosocut¥
ion, th? fruits <f tris ..o vestigation, 63 any, will be fir the couaon -

'ooa cf
? 9. 'I‘he NPLD his wuu'nmeo tie cefendants anc the ILD thut it at sny[
time they h.ve money tueard buil and wish to cozbire it with the fumds '

the crlmiml synilcalise lew., Thes~ letters advucate the de- | -

all the cel enb.mt.a. ot

e have wvallable, We ape wil.lng 4Metodhe Qoabined ous Yo wsed to bail

qut suc diofemant\ as muy be chusem by the Jefsen:ants as a whole, .
NI LD bus eu its irf.uence with liberul eilt.rs imn the ‘Eust'
Uo givo sp&cu t. news| of the Sacrewento {ight ana tou up;eals for aild,
" New Yorx ufflce 18 nOW ,.apnirg & wass meeting un behwlf of

E— RCrame to‘huth spoakg: frew orgenlsaticng hithorto uu.ctive in this

uding t.? gue fcr industPial Desucracy, ti.: Nesspajer i
1 telic proup, lc Yorx uniuvns, etc. 1

'“A? 18 THE ,.r‘rrrmbl- THF. NPii T . nI THE SUNITED :* r-y all the
work of th NPLD has
othét org {zaticnsg. | al. the activities have beer. suc: and 80
n as to m?u toe er'ir- .fense mcveaent, More thun one i
ent ely disgsc/iated fr & t:« NPL has “eclared th.t since we
e a tive in tm cr-wentv &'ruggl:, tne s.tustivi. has charged for
the bett r frow the \‘F" Lot f "1 b . class 1r.tepests invoived. :
getmore isir.e Ou: entry, ®e have publicly wnd jiivateiy
t. kén thf q..lt.i n t.z..]t. we wili. entel ary, ,ivjeray viganlaed amd . tiv-.
ed friun’ witn the JLi wh. othe: Clgalilzaticnse S0 sti -Deits

ve been waae b, dejestec.ys. (B Jahe. 8 #€ tddressed « le.ter tc
this eff t to Sam Dnrlcy, [lstrict Orgunizer of the “,Pe ™. letter
hél nove en ans'ered. ;
Northe Lalifornh C mmittee of the American Civli : ibert-
ua Uri ked 1t.lu NPLD to attend a conference With spembers of "he i,
e Comn st Party. auu the @orner. Party, ®@e¢ dla ac. at thls - t.rg

. George F. Hedle or the aCLU yriposed an agreewent for a w..  =d
frun in (the courtr om\. de it .uni, accepteu this agre-sent a1, ap: .ed!
1t ocut, but se ,r. po-eg & gener.l uh.ted front tu c.ver 4li 1S, e ¢

the fight an! to be urgunized iL a wuirer suited t. the mobasi...*lon of

the highest, potential f.rce. +i the labur ani pr.gr-ssive aoVeam: s irn
Californis and eiseshere. 7The APL. haw ai ays brem ar still is 1eedy

and mio\n\ to pu: t.‘iclbute act.vely in an s.nest, figltuy wn.tea fr nt,

ii.hes far the IL! an 't ¢ ®'..h el qes thAt wn-
Q8@8 ©i racxeteer ng o i:n. ticr, are scljeldt- - .=
s md contridbuti . pas an.: o king .l Cialls .. repres ’tu‘

not Ve e ugh t. Lume trg ,art. it .
pa a, as cqrtain (il mecoers sac (¢ s/Rpa hiser: pave
’ a‘amat he hru by nume, -n impressicn\bas b.wa

f 5

5% AND "R.CKITEEho"%? The festerm ®orse:r (Jon.1t),’

en eairieu un ir.e,endent.; wi b ‘help from.. ~ )
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spread that kR
t ' .t u“. m ; >
to s tactics. The rec PIX.
is beyond impeachment. In slamicring us
fight as a whole., 7The defendants nn@ tﬁi
- ' | working class and anti-reactionury public should ikmoe it, The

! ¢ %\ points to its practical achievemuuts, tu its consistent advocaey of en
; ;., . est united front, and askes who are¢ the disrupters and racketeers?

a" HOW CAN YCU HELP THE DEFFNCE FIGHT? The NPLD believes thaut there are
7
i

» OUETINSd in tnis leaflet, N,
the ILD sadotages the delense
8 and it i{» time the generel

two im,ortunt things to be done imnediately. In the first }.ace, at
least the leading defenmdants shiuld be bailed out. ¥e have 58506 ready
for Nora Conklin or any cother defeniant indicated by the defendants as
3 & ®hole. 48 80vn as we get ¢700 moure in cash, we cam bail out one more
' defendant. Help us to raise this money. If you prefer tc semd your "
' bail through the ILD, do so. Instruct the ILD to combine the fund with
1y, our fund, If you can provide mor. than §700, that will help still acre.
i{ fen:‘u i:,dtthe; tu the .I‘m or tc the NPLD. ‘'We want prisoners- Out
» ° bhe : ; defanse right and @ t earo g gl &‘
<7 eelP af long as: Y bl " ‘fzﬁ"-.‘“ég ~'0%
v The second thing of importance is the develepment of & mik#s prote ‘
i campeign sgainst the Secremento persecotiun and the criminal syndic
r law in general. We sre still striving to effect a united front for ¢

r v {\n‘ 086, UWhen it 1s effected, urge crgunisation to which you beltng

, o Support it by giving » lisn nsus about the case and the

t———-- -defense -fight, sending y aabers to protest mess msetings and demon-

‘ st::tigxtx:, adopting rescl uns of protest for forwasdimg to-the proper =
authorities.

9
BOW CAN YOU HELP THE WPLD? ¥e bLelleve oe are emtitled to the help of all
enemies of reaction regardless cf thelir pclitical views or affiliations,
You can help us by in, us s il acrey, by semding us statements of
sympathy and support, by giv us your services for warious ;rojects we
have under way, by sending us funade. Ivery pemny we have thus far railsed
in Cqlifornia and elsewhere has g me direetly tc ball or to the risoners,
Our ﬁ- York office 1s ir. aedt f. 7 premiup uon Jack darnick?®s ba.i dbond

for railroad fare for eur .t rmey. Be cammot pay all these e, enses

the inescapadle ninisme of cverhoad $0 keop & re,resentative i the
field ogerato « press service, ets, B0 mmt ve help, Cen. us &
contribu fomy .evge <r oo i. it @1ll be wsed Gmly (or the Sacrazeuto
fight amd an ececauting @.:.. be aade t. all contributors,

. P W Y e -

\ |
’-3 OND ALL CONTRINUY.Jke o) AIENICATENND T0 EITHR " vy
i OF *+SSC BBt R0 (P UUR ERECUTIVE BOARD:
' Berbert . om James Rorty
0.l Reamme 1200 Washington St.
JacPamer.° (., San Francisco

F:h & "8ITFL . -UGGLi: AGAINST REACTICUNG

™ +I16.™., UF WCFr.FRS TO CRG:NIZY}
CR T+ FREE. UM OF Tht AMRNTO PRISONYESS
FOR T+ FRF°T.L OF TRl C.8. (¥}

BON-P ISAN L. BOR
mlt 17 §tree
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SAN FRANCISBCO, CALITORNIA

\ \ ; February 1, 1935
| g Dear Friend:

\

|

This 10tt0l.1! Lenj

to acquaint you with a new situation which t.ae arisen in

ramento crim:nal syndicalise defense. May we ask that you
conkxdoratxon

relation ton:the
gl o ﬁt carofu‘

Ra

sag! called 1nt- theancrsmento case by Norman Mini, one of 'he dafendants now 3
f.e%n‘ 'y lnng tjm mn San Quentin, who was not in accord wit: the prlicies and

5 \ The Non- Pnruur& Labor Defense. hitherto active in the New York labur movement,
|
j prs o wrun .ot Party and the International Lahor [efense.

tices of h

oapondod by brxq:gmg from Chicago the experien:ed and brililiant labor at-
torpey, Albert . 10 defend Mini and 40 ooperate in the defense as &

\5 whole.' We raie :oo bai) and 1iberated Ja x Warnick and Caroline Decker
| after v.hoy u eix sonths i:n the wetched Sacramento ;ail. We began a
! press . cup. 1c

has brought \re Sacramento trial to pubuc attention.in ’
| | otber uus and ou iiated ' -ade ur.ons end Sther rganizations to voice oppo-
! sition 'to tM poi' sion ~ weorkers “guilty” of organrizing a union. We have

nju Aoonng in mee York et which ;: 'miner' union leaders, writerse
8 villi epeal. - wany ciner ways we have s1ded the general defense;

!
o _;s'-'.éqq‘-.,;ﬁ;;,_1;,;_&;45%;:#_3,,'! s **____m ﬂr el . e ":V.L ‘ N v1

On t‘e eug‘oorxor uflhaorx an Civ,. . bortxo- Ungoi.
|| severall weeks, qo\ in

o fens qchtmb.

rnc‘.u confbroncn bonn
S8an Prancieco. ‘eeulting .n L-e setting up of unified de-
mcgudm. oy organ.sation. wne L. several labor umione, tho-}
t80c1.l£§v. Party the |Yorkers Party of whe U. 8 (40 whaich Miag bolon.o). !

|t ity Por& | AP agrecmsn: was reached covering plans for a mass Beet-
l‘ liu. a ﬁumem uﬁnx.n. fund rei0ing the barring from courty of factional '.,

'\ 0\4 ‘the cqlli}\g r s broad supporiing cenference. gtc - J

[ . . @ e @ v & 1
f.nhnu n“o uufud.to lea' - "trat bey ®were to have tho ouwon nos - )
af "the 1u¢ 1 ist-ru.ed set-up of “fnnocent clwee” and paper organ-
13844008, But of & genuine and b/ oad ini ed Gefense which aight agpeal for aid- :
to th qholo laber -L-un and o)) progregwive olemsmie Our e!-nuu. ear-
ried ?w 1te obd&nubn- to this mmited @sfense in every respect.

1

3 \Tho

The k—umu-‘hr y- el nirolled delegetes, howewer. after repsated bresches of \
feith, despite sany concessione made by other groupe for the sake of unity.

boltﬂr:toly smashed the unified @efense. AL @ commitiee meeting on Jaruary 26. .
M\tld rent .y n orders from Bew York, Shey vielated every agreemsn: previ- |
k buoly'- oith the delegates. This \hey @48 despite tne uni‘. appeals of

br. (a1 P. N‘oy| of the Civil Lidertiecs Gnion and teo of the (L » dofon\hmo
hﬂ oliey frankly Gesigned 10 b%ar the cooperation of any de. ‘
acceps Communiet Party ordere,was laid down @8 an ult.zea.ue.
Ll delegates cslled for ‘s unlu‘ front under the leader:-

)°. Neving driven all nom-controlladle ‘.“‘N”Q they

‘she Ssgtern Sorker, seeking to shift nmnsxbnu} f-r
l-up. have completely misrepresented what ’-npponod on Jun

A can be untfud to, not only by doleg w

forwm‘o
The n\ t
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P.8. If you‘ box
and to ur;o\ it

Mr. Clark of the Oakland Lador Council, all of whos were prbmt

of the unified defense machinery has also meant the breakdown of

v res e s Card fornda-Ropes |
" MNon- Paruun ubor m e v
Room 439, Mille Building, P T
San Francisco, California ‘
ong to an organigation, we ask you to present this sppeal so it

|to aid ue ®mith a contridution and expression of support.

Wl ents for a joint legal defense fund. Consequently our omatu-'
tun ke an independent financial campaign. Attorney Goldman is oharging
no feo, but M expenses and trial incidentals must de paid for. Our New York
fﬂco| ot mt all the costes and, having no local organization, we are at a
lud tage. vnulo the ILD receives money from several committees claiming to
ested in the entire defense, we have not received a cent of California
my. ] m' the agreesent of uny observere that our record has deen one of
l’fulhn to. ALL the defendants. ;
'o ask you Vor a contribution, large or small, to our SBacramento lonl dofénn
M 11 ua-n o overy dntrivutor for every pemny.
'lbu m* ser c[}ur centridutions 1o the undereigned. .
or thd eake of an jmportant fight on behalf of labor and poulul froodoﬂ lot
ap mrl fror U at once.
| | ; Fraternally,
\ ]
|
L JH J y Herbdert Bola!
| i
i
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THIS APPBAL HAS BEEW DNDORSED BY

Anita Brennet 8idney Hook
V.F.Calverton James Rorty
Max Eastaan Bvelyn Scott

Carlo Tresce

| : . :
| SRBELBTULITCIBRSLTSBEEE BECCELNSOESESSSESTEITATERIES

defense cazpaigns in the Bast have had the endarsement
retion of the International Ladies Garaent Workere (Kew

‘ Our recent .
| oy colla
ﬂ York Jei !t. Boards), she Amalgamated Clothing Workers of New York,

iICirele (national headquarters) and other lador organiss-

‘Hebrew Tndon.\.ho New York Forwards Asen., the OGeneral . - .
Demoo-

Socialist Party, m Workers Party of un U. 8., the

ORA 181“1 '. of L.



' THE MILITANT
- 1M, MIITANT . A

¥ Serviprion Retes Commanist Leegue of America gzl Biged
Year

E.-E:'u;i Pormg 144 Second Avenue L“:s:.f:.u:
t [ 4

i gt iy New York, N. . e e

Bendic Ratss: ic pey Lapy

Sem, 21, 1984,

James Rort
Westport, Conn,

Dear Comrade Rorty:

Enclosed are the contacts of the Commniet Lesgue threusghout the
country. I hope you will heve the opportunity to get in toueh

with them,
e —paemlly gmre,
( MZW
Seoretary, '
Y St }V
.Y
N
VW o '
» N
A )
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Al owiry are th.e contaots:
|

© C. She-vet
6t ‘lom.atead St
Rox: iy, Maes,

‘orman osatir
~n/o0 J. Edwards
727 Briar Fl,
Criearo, Ill,

feorye 3. Truhar
BRSRTICY wOOdhlll R4.
~leveland, Ohio,

James Sherman

c/o M, Fleld

1550 Euclid St, «~,
hetroit, !'itch,

Betty howlend
22243 Rockingham K4,
vavennort, Iowa,

lell “vgart
524 Benton Blvd, (Apt, 7)

- -~ Kangas_City, ‘0.,

o oo

Els;eéud ers
129¢ N. “hicago St.
Los Angeles, Ualif,

C. Forsen
404¢ Chicago Ave,
Minneapolie, Minn,

V. H.'bunno
. 301%=16tYy Ave, 3,
Minren~olils, MHint,

S.ﬂhnﬂelnﬂn
:')U ‘.‘)t‘flley Sto
liew Yaven, Conr,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

f‘?l?:g\(;; oriciNaTED AT BUREAU "mLeNo. 123-1314
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY b 6
ADE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 12/28/500  12/27/50 ECA:D0 [07/C
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE

JAMES HANGOCK RORTY, Aka
Jamee Rorty, Jaues H -Rorty

SPICTAL INGUIRY - STATH
DEPARTMENT, Public Law 402,
80th Congress (VOICE OF ‘HERICA)

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

No credit or criminal record Chicago for .
L ;[

REFERENCE: Bufile 123-7248

DETATILS:

-RUC -
. Bulet to New York December 12,

AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Neither of the afo
. tion pertaining to

SA JOSEPH B. KILILGORE checked the records of Hillls

Reports, Inc., a credit agency, as well as the records
of the Chicago Police Department.
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concerning RORTY is by reason of her contact with him when he comes to the
Post Office for mail, She stated that she has never heapd amything deroga-
tory concerning his reputation, character and loyalty. u:’;
= SAUTFER-gteted-that she-has-nover- noticed any periodicuisw

—addrensed- to- BORTY-WHI N “Would -appear t6"Be the periodicals ofany -
subverslve grotup. °"She advised that the only assoclates which the RORTYS
had in the aree are RUDOLPH BUENZ of Newton, New Jersey, and AMOS DIXON of
Stillwater, New Jersey.

Mrs, CLYDE FISH, Flatbrookville, New Jersey, advised that she
knows RORTY and his wife in only a casual way; that they do not associate
with any persons in the neighborhood end are away a great deal of the time,
only residing in their house for intermittent perlods of two or three months
during which time they devote theuwselves mainly to their writing. She
stated they apparently travel for several months gathering material for
their articles and then come back to their home in Flatbrookville and spend
several months preparing these articles, after which time they leave again
to gather additional material. She stated that she knows of nothing deroga-
tory concerning KORTY and his wife and that they have maintained a good
reputation locally, and she knows of no reason to question their loyalty
or character.

RUDOLPH BUERZ, Mill Street, Newton, New Jersey, advised that he
has been acquainted with RORIY and his wife for a period of four or five
years, They have been quite friendly and have mingled socially and he
regards RORTY to be & man of good character and reputation, BUENZ stated
that he knew of nothing derogatory concerning RORTY's reputetion, character
or loyalty which would render him unfit for any position involving any work
of -e, confidentisl nature with the Government.

@% Mr. and Mrs. AMOS DIXON, Stillwater, New Jersey, were interviewed
by the writer. Mr. DIXON is a retired employee of the New Jersey Bell

, Telephone Company and a former New Jersey State Assemblyman -ané—is-s-mediaiio

* sourge.of -informitTon, Both Mr, and Mrs, DIXON stated that they have known

the RORTYIS for four or five years, having first met them at a township
meeting in Flatbrookville, New Jersey, when Mr. DIXON was running for the
Assembly. Since then they have visited the RORTYS on several occasions and
have had the RORTYS at their home at various times for soclal visits,

Mr, and Mrs, DIXON stated that they Imew of no derogatory infor-
mation concerning the character, reputation or loyalty of RORIY and his wife,

o e,



NK 123~1494

Mr. DIX(H stated that while he knew of no reason why RORTY should not be
appointed to any position involving any confidential work with the Govern-
ment, nevertheless, he did not feel he knew RORTY well enough to express
a positive opinion in this regard.
-
i d Trooper A, E, ZAZZI of the New Jersey State Police, Newton, New
“"5ersey, advised his department has no police record of RORIY or his wife.

There is no Credit Bureau covering the area of Flatbrookvillas,
New Jersey.

0
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Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT DUREAU

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION /'

FiLe Nno. 123-1775

REPORT MADE AT DA-;IE Avg:zu PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
; BOSTON 12/28/50 | 12/17,18/50
o /1 Tme N . CHARACTER OF CASE
e T o~ - SPLCIAL INQUIRY-STATE DrPARTAENT
C)gﬁzt§‘H“NCOCK RCRTY, aka. James Lorty, i?més ?fPublic Law L02, 80th Congress
e, ' (VOICE OF ALERICA)

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Avplicant attended Tufts College, Medford, iiassa-
chusetts, 1909 to 1913, receiving an AB degree.
No credit or criminal recorde.

REFLRENCE: Bureau letter to New York Office dated December 12,
1950,
DLTATLS: EDUCATION
Agggcxééé QQ%Z?Tié%géz Yrs. M. A. REYNCLDS, registrar, Tufts College,
£l g Z@ 5 iedford, lassachusetts, advised the applicant was
ook d~._og ¢ 5 @ student from September, 1909 until he graduated

559 0 PR ez,aA/ with a Bachelor of Arts degree in June.of 1913.

Ko fAcbas & )776/“1/' A gf;y The applicant majored in English and maintained

an excellent record. The records indicated nothing
unfavorable concerning the applicant's character,
loyalty, or reputation.

(5ot

A, lrs. REYNOLDS recalled the applicant as being an

excellent student and stated that so far as she
knew, he was a person of good character, loyalty,
and reputation. According to Mrs. REYNOLDS,

there is no one presently connected with the
College who would recall the applicant.

CREDIT

There is no information concerning the applicant

in the records of the Credit Bureau of Greater

Boston, Ince., 11 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachu-
Ay setis.

APPROVED AND SPRCIAL AGENT —
FORWARDED: IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
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CRIVINAL
There is no information concerning the applicant in the recerds
of the Hassachusetts Board of Probation, Court House, Boston,
lassacrusetts, a central repository for all criminal arrest
records in the state of Massachusetts.

-REFERRED UPCN COLPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN-
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DIRECTOR URGENT
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JAMES HANCOCK R#ORTY, AKA, VOA. REBUFILE ONE TWO THREE DASH SEVEN TWO
FOUR EIGHT AND BULET TO NY DECEMBER TWELVE LAST. REPORT WILL BE

SUBMITTED JANUARY THREE NEXT.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
ﬁl;x:cNA'os.ElOR(G]NATED AT  BULEAU NK riE No. 12341/07, hp
REP;R‘I' MADE AT . DATMEA\ggt-:N PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
NewALK 1/2/51 12/28/50
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE
1628 Haki SPE X TLTS DEPARTMEN
s o e, g

| VOICZ OF AMERICA

synopsisorFacTs:  RORIY has resided at Flatbrookville, 1iJ, for intermittent
periods since 1945. Idves in & secluded mountainous section
and devotes major part of his time to writing. Neighborhood
invegtigation and interviews with persons acguainted with
RORTY sinca his residence in NJ reflect he bears a good
reputation loeally and is extremely interested in problem
of proper mutrition in food stuffs, MNo derogatory informa
tion developed. No police record.

- RUC o
REFCRENCH: Bureau letter to New York, 12/12/50.
DETAILS: Postmistreoss MARIL SAULIER, Flatbrookville, Hew Jersey,

advised that E(BTY and his wife reside in a smecluded section
of that area, their home being located in the mountains
ashout one mile outside of Flatbrookville, She gtated they
have resided thers intermitiently for the past four or five
years and are presently on a trip to Central America, the
purpose of vhich Mrs., SAULTER stated is to allow ROKIY %o
gather naterlal for an article dealing with the nutritionsl
elements present in various fruites which are Lwourhit to the
United States by the United Fruit Company. Thig company is
gponsoring ROETY's trip and the fortheoming article.

Mra, SAULTER stated that both ROKIY and his wife while at
their home devote the major part of their time to writing
and do not mingle with any of the local residents of the
ared., Mrs. SAULTER gtated that the only knowledge she has

APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT

FORWARDED: IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
so- N - 7 <
/r—’*j‘\.j:’ -t /'}’C»i’ f'/fv - v//@"'ﬂi
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concerning RORTY is by reason of her contact with him when he comes to the
Post 0ffice for :amil, 8he stated that she has newr heard anything deroza-
tory concerning his repubtationy character and loyalty.

Mrs, CAVLTER sbated, howevery, that she belisved RORTY was anbie
Communist and, as a basis for this opinions ctated that she reecalled RIRITTS
stating foue or five years agn when the war ended thab fm: rica should not
disarm but should o »izht on throupgh to Dussia in ordsr to prevent lussia
from gaining too much power in Iucope. She could not recall any other state-
ments made by Roety in thig regard, '

She advised that the only associztes which the RORTYS
had In the area are RUWOLPH BUENZ of Nowbon, lew Jerscy, and ANOS DIXON of
Stillwater, New Jarsey.

Mrg. ULYDE FISH, Flatbrookville, New Jersey, advised thut she
knows ROATY and his wife in only 2 casual way; bthab ther do uot associate
with any persons in bhe nolghborhood and are away a zreat deal of the time,
only residing in their houze for intermittent poriods of two or three months
during which time they devote themselves mainly to their writinz. She
stated they apparently iravel for several months gathering m.terial for
thelr ariicles and then come back to their home in Flatbrookville and spend
several months preparing these articles, afier which tim: they leave again
to gather additional muterial. She stated that zhe knows nothing derogatory
concerning RORTY and his wife and that they have mainbained a rocd
reputation locaily, and she knows of no rezson to question their loyaliy
or character,

RUDOLPH PUENZ, Mill Street, Newton, New Jersey, advised that he
has been acquainied with ZORTY and his wife for a period of four or five
Years. They have been nuite frierdly and hove wuintled socizally =nd he
regards DOZTY to be a mar o7 o008 choracter and vessation,  PTINT stated
that he knew of nothing derogatory concerning RORTY!s reputotion, character
or loyalty which would render him unfit for any position involving any work
of a confidential ne=ture with the Government.

Yre BUENZ stated that RON'Y might be considered somewhat
radical in his Lhinking alonc certain lines and gave as an illustration
the fuet thot TOATY is vitally interested in the gquestion of forcing the food
manuiacturers, parbicularly the flcur industry, to properly utilize all the
mutritional elewents in wheat. %CPY is so fanatical in this comnection that
he has in the past oven rent to Texas for = purbicul:x troe of wheat which
he uwtilized in making his own bread. According to BUINZ, LORTY belicves that
‘the Government should exercise more conbrol over the question of resulating
the proper amount of nutrition in food stuffs. BUSNZ stabed that he did not
mean to imply that ROLTIY was radical in his thin:irgin so far as any subversive
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sympathies were concerned and stated on the other hand that RORTY, in his
opinion, is anti-Communist in his feelings.

BUENZ stated that the only specific example which he could give
to back uwp his opinion of the anti-Communist feelings of RORTY was a recol-
lection which BUENZ had of a conversation with RORTY recently in which RORTY
stated that the Peekskill Mountains were full of Communists and that steps
should be taken so that the water supply of New York City, which emanates
from the Peekskill area would be carefully guarded against any attempt to
poison water by these Communists in the event America went to war with Russia,
BUENZ stated that RORTY'!s feelings in this regard were apparently quite strong
in view of the fact that he has menticned it on several occasions.

Mr. and Mrs, AMOS DIXON, Stillwater, New Jersey, were interviewed
by the writer. Mr. DIXON is a retired employee of the New Jersey Bell
Telephone Company and a former New Jersey State Assemblyman., Both Mr. and Mrs.
DIXON stated that they have known the RORTYS for four or five years, having
first met them at a township meeting in Flatbrookville, New Jersey, when
Mr. DIXON was running for the Assembly., Since then they have visited the
RORTYS on several occasions and have had the RORTYS at their home at
various times for social wvisits,

Mr., and Mrs. DIXON stated that they knew of no derogatory infore
mation concerning the character, reputation or loyalty of RORTY and his wife.
Mr, DIXON stated that while he knew of no reason why RORTY should not be
appointed to any position involving any confidential work with the Govern=-
ment, nevertheless, he did not feel that he knew RORTY well enough to express
a positive opinion in this regard,

Mr. and Mrs, DIXON stated that during various conversations with
RORTY he has expressed himself as being violently anti-Communist. He has
stated that the Communists will never gain control of the Govermnment of the
United States; that everyone should do what he could % combat the Communist
infiltration in this country, and recently told the DIXONS that he had
applied for a position with the Voice of America section of the State
Department-and was going to do whatever he could in that position to
combat the Communists.

Trooper A. BE. ZAZZY of the New Jerséy State Police, Newton, New
Jersey, advised his department has no police record of RORTY or his wife.

There is ne Credit Bureau covering the area of Flatbrookville,
New Jersey. , }

~ - REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN =~



-t
;

NK 123-1494
ADMINISTRATIVE

Wita regerd to RORTI's loyalty, Mrs. SAULTER stated that she belleved
he was loyal; however, the belleved he was a Soclallist. This opinion 1s
based upon the fact that priar to RORTY's residence in Flatbrookville there
was no one who voted on the Soeialist ticket, but that since he has resided
there, there has been cx¢ Socielist vote cast each year, and she is of the
opinion ROKTY is tte one who has cast this vote. She stated that she could
not furnish any further basis for her opinion in this regard.

\-:j Mrs, SAULTER stated, however, that she believed RORTY was anti-
mmuzist and, as a basis for this opinion, stated that she recalled RORIY's
stating four or five years ago when the war ended that America should not
disarm but should go right on through to Russia in order to prevent Russia
from gaining too much power in Europe. She cduld not recall any other state-

ments made by RORTY in. this regard. ( 3\"/ - ’% Lo N2
) j o Zxs L (;

RUDGLPH BUENZ, who is also mentioned in the body of thias report,
stated that RORTY might be considered somewhat radical in his thinking along
certain lines and gave as an illuastration the fact that ROKTY is vitally
interested in the question of forcinmg the food manufacturers, particularly
the flour industry, to properly utilize all the nutritional elements in
wheat, KORTY is so fanatical in this connection that he has in the past
even sent to Texas for a particular type of wheat which he utilized in making
his own bread, According to BUENZ, RORTY believes that the Govermment should
exercise more control over the question of regulating the proper amount of
nutrition in food stuffs. BUENZ stated that he did not mean to imply that
RORTY was radicsl in his thinking in so far as any subversive sympathies were
concernsd and stated on the other hand that RORTY, in his opinion, is anti~
Communigt in his feelings.

BUENMZ stated that the only specific example which he could give
to back up his opinion of the anti-Communist feelings of RORTY was a recol-
lection which BUENZ had of a conversation with RORTY recently in which RORTY
stated that the Peekskill Mountains were full of Communists and that steps
should be taken so that the water supply of New York City, which emanates
from the Peekskill area would be carefully guarded againat anyg attempt to
polson water by these Communists in the event America went to war with Russia,
BUENZ stated that RORTY's feelings in this regard were apparently quite strong
in view of the fact that he has mentioned it on several occasions. T

e

Mr. and Mrs. DIXON stated that during various conversations with

;:'RORTI he has expressed himself as being violently anti-Communist. He has

" stated that the Communists will never gain control of the Govermment of the
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ADMINISTRATIVE (Continued)

United States; that everyone should do what he could to combat the Communist
infiltration in this country, and recently told the DIXONS that he had
applied for a position with ths Volece of America Section of the State
Department and was going to do whatever he could in that pc-ition to com-
bat the Communists. o . - N

S WS iray,

s o=

o M, and Mrs. DIXON stated that they have read a number of RORTY's
articles, which have concerned themselves mainly with the question of better
mutrition in the food industry, particularly in the manufacture of flour

vheat products. RORTY's wife writes under the name of WINIFRED
UCHENBUSCH, which is her maiden name, and a mmber of heT ATtiSI5E have
dppeared in the "Commentary" Magazine, These articles have concerned them-

, selves mainly with the sociological problems of the Chinese, negroes and

if\\ other so-called underprivileged claéises, and in order to secure material

% . for her article, she has told Mr, and Mrs, DIXON that she has gone out and

lived with Ghineae on the Wést Coast and the negroes in New York City.

;%F: ordi to Mr, and urs. DIXON, she recently was supposed to
have uritten an article concerning PAUL ROBESON for the above magazine,
they have not read this article and do not know the tenor of it. Mr.
Mrs, DIXON stated that at various times the RORIYS h mentioned th
. acquaintanceship with prominent writers such as LOUIGABROMFIEID, CA
“~ and others and appear to be well known in New York cirtles composed

v in this class.

% The indices of the Newark Offlce are negative relative to WINIFRED
.~ RAUCHENBUSCH. :

=~ Mrs, CLYDE 7ISH, whose information is set forth in this report,
advised that she is a clerk for the Board of Flections in Flatbrookville,
New Jercey, She stated that prior to 1948 no inguiry was made &s to
party affiliations of any registered voters ond thet since 1948 RORTY hss
not voted in a primary election and consequently his party affiliestion is
unknown,

e :
/{k; Vo pry v d ;‘AJ{._.[[. '.7?'.5 ‘IP‘;‘.:;J;;' zf‘

y 1’ ¥l Frioe i b ) I
% £/n a/tﬁ«f/jff’_« 4 ‘ //
YVf: ﬁ?ffé_ﬁ/ / f”‘f//“'“ ésj“’;c/"i S ¢ .

Mo PR /;7 iy‘
AN . /):«;1? - &
2 :

i;:?}?.[ ‘ ;i;)

’.



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 .
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TO : Director, FBI )
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New Haven, Conn.
December 29,1950

SAC, NEW YORK

URGENT

RE JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, VOA, BUFILE ONE TWO THREE DASH
SEVEN TWO FOUR EIGHT. RE BULET NY DEC. TWELVE LAST.
INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM SAN DIEGO INDICATING THAT
APPLICANT WAS RESIDIKG WESTPORT, CONN, IN SEPT, NINETEEﬁ
THIRTY FOUR, NO STREET ADDRESS INDICATED., REVIEW UR
FILES -AND ADVISE IF YOU HAVE DEFINITE ADDRES3S FOR RORTY
AND ANY BACKGROUND INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS OPERATIONS
IN CONN. NEW HAVEK OFFICE WAS NOT OPENED UNTIL NINETEEN

FORTY HENCE NO INFORMATION AVAILABLE AS TO PRIOR ACTIVITIES

IN CONN. CONTACT INFORMANTS UR OFFICE WHO WOULD KNOW

APPLICANT-S ACTIVITIES IN NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR IN CONN, SUTEL.

WILLIS
END ¢

FSM:RLF &
NH 123-895

cc: BUREAU




SAC, New York »)’ December 28, 1950
SAC, Chicago

JAMES HANCOGE RORTY, Aka
(VOICE OF AMERICA)

Rebulet to New York December 12, 1950.

The only reference contained in the indices of the Chicago Office
pertaining to the above-captioned applicant is found in the report
of SA SAMUEL G. RILEY dated May 10, 1944 at Newark, New Jersey in
the case entitled "Civil Rights Defenss Coxmittee; Internal
Security - C", page 15.

In view of the fact that your office is in possession of this report
and your office is the office of origin in this case, any reporting
of information pertaining to the applicant is being left to your
discretion and Chicago is not mentioning same.

ECA:DO
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64 ~ - o -

Y L
'Oﬁice Memure: 72- « UNITED ¢] YVERNMENT
TO :  Director, FBI DATE: January 5, 1951

rroM  \flessAC, New York - |

R O

SUBJECT:» {~JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, aka; VOICE OF AMERICA
(Bureau File 123-7208) ,

For information of offices concerned, applicantt!s wife has written
under the name WINIFRED RAUSHENBUSH.

cc:s Boston
Knoxville
New Haven
San Diego
San Francisco ~
Washington Field ) -

A

JBB smxm
123-&919 .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .

Form No. 1
THIS cask oriGINATED AT BUREAU NH rFiLENo. 123"'895 md
REPORT MADE AT DA-I:A"I;SEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY
NEW HAVEN 1/9/51 ' 1/5,6,8/51 JAMES M. TENNANT
e ' SPECTAL TNQUIRY-STATE DEPARTMENT
JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, aka, James Horty, Public Law 402, 80th Congress
James ll. Rorty VOICE OF AMERICA
' SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Informant states applicant and wife resided in
Easton, Conn. about 25 years ago and applicant
was open in his praises of Russian Government;
was against the Capitalistic system and stated
Communism was a better system of Gevernment than
the Government in this country. Mrs. ARTHUR
g DRIESEN, Easton, Cenn., states applicant eccentric
ANERCY. A _;_,:i».‘,—i— person but bore good reputation; she knew of no-
LA P"C'D' Ll thing which would indicate disloyalty. No credit
REF'T '1‘0 oV = record Bridgeport; no arrest record Westport or
B] g Easton PDs for applicant or wife. P I
RUC R T
REFERENCE: Bulet to New York, 12/12/50 A TN S
San Diego letter to New York, 12/26/50. . /i .= . ... *
New York letter to New Haven, 1/5/51 ’”," R
DETAILS: At Faston, Connecticut / Y
e S
New Haven Confidential Informant T-l, of unknomn reliability, yho
declined to furnish a signed statement or to appear before a Loyalty
Hearlng Board, advised that applicant and his wife, WINIFRED, re-
sided in Baston, Conn. about 25 years ago. This informant state:i
further that during the vime applicant resided in Easton, he was open
in his praises of the Russian Government; was against all forms of
Gapn.talism, and stated that the Communistic system of Government
was superior to the American form of Goverment. This informant was
unable to furnish any additional information regarding applicant or
his wife,
/' .—',JL' [ "
APFROVED AND /“4,4& 74 Mpsc;g.nfm L " bo noT wrITERNFHESd seaces
‘ “r; n vj ' g Yal ATt i W L)
COPIES OF THIS REPORT { ,,_/.__’S' a7 T e T / {?&UU:\ULU of
.. 3 = Bureau (SD) L neven . 9
, l ew Haven ' =
) v"'{' ' ,"‘ (N 'pﬂ& a }\-/
i NI N
’ F‘»‘."' : i ‘) ‘\\“v\}

PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS -CONMBENTAE REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY ’QI'HE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED,

U 5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16—-59255-1




NH 123-895

Mrs. ARTHUR DRIESEN, Easton, Conn., advised she vaguely recalled applicant

as having resided in that community many years age and described him as being
a very intelligent person who was reported to be & writer and she further des-
cribed him as being somewhat eccentric. She advised that she knew nothing
which would indicate disloyalty on the part of applicant or his wife, and as
far as she knew they bore goed reputations in that community.

It may be neted that applicant resided in a sparsely settled section of Easten,
Conn, and neither Confidential Infermant T-1 ner Mrs. DRIESEN were able to
furnish names of any other persons who could recall the applicant.

The following investigation was conducted by SA FORREST S. PUIMAN.

At We_stgort, Connecticut

A search of the Westport City Directories and the records of the Tax Assessor?s
Office and 0ld Age and Real Estate Tax Division ef the City of Westport, as well
as the recerds of the U. S. Post Office, was made in an effort to obtain a
Westport address for the applicant, but nene was located.

The fellewing investigation was conducted by the reporting agent.

Credit and Criminal

No credit informatien was located at the Bridgeport Credit Rating Bureau, Bridge-
Jport, Conn., which Bureau also covers Westport and Easton, Conn., en applicant.

No criminal record was located in the records of the Hestpert er Easton Pelice
Departments which was identifiable with applicant or his wife.

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN
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INRORMANT
In the report of SA JAMES M., TENNANT dated 1/9/ 51 the follewing informmnt b6
was utiliged:
b7C
b7D

T~1

Cenn., whe requested that jname be

kept cenfidential in connection with this
case inasmuch as applicant and his present
wife | |

| |when
Was a young girl, and applicant's

Lere—IrEs‘p'Ariodically corresponded with

her.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION b7C

¥orm No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU FILE NO. 123_708

REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 5 REPORT MADE BY '

MADE
HIALL, FLORIDA ]-17-51 1-9,10,11-51 amc
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE

o

BHE

JAMES P%COC& RORTY, aka James idorty,
James Ho” Rorty

VOICH OF AMERICA

SPECTAL INQUIRY-STATE DEPARTMENT
Public Law 402, 80th Congress

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Applicant's employment by Mr. ERIC HODGINS,

Fortune Magazine, as free lance writer,

/ /. - e verified by Mr. HODGINS as period 1936-37.
L Kﬁ-/:*ai {? _/ Applicant not closely associated with Mr,
“*‘i_ﬂ,u:ﬂ} HODGINS in past fourteen years but regarded

. ;; Co j;‘fl; applicant during period of associaztion as
all 7 7o honest and sincere and has no derogatory
G R / information conceérning applicant. Employ-

] )
it (,ﬂ“
I /

¥

ment during 1939-40 as special feature
writer for Mr, VICTOR LINDLAHR at New York
verified. Ir. LINDLAHR advises company

had to dispense with applicant!s services be-
cause of his "leftist leanings®. Mr., LIND-
LAHR has had no contact with applicant during
past ten years and stated would not recom-
mend him for a position of trust with the
government because of his radical ideas.

- RUC -
REFEAKNCE: New York teletype to Kiami dated January 8, 1951.
DETAILS: AT SARASQTA, FLORIDA: -
EMPLOYMENT ’
Va¥vd,
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Ir. wnIC J0uGINS, Fortune lagazine, iiew York City, advised that he
employed the applicant as a free lance writer for a short time during 1936 and
1937, but pointed out that he has not been closely associated with or in a
position to know very much about the applicant since that time. lir. dUJGINS
described the anplicant as being honest and sincere and one who in his writings
expressed nis beliefs without reservations. He further stated that the appli-
cant in his personal life was gentle and conventional and it is his, llr. HOD-
GINS, belief that the applicant is loyal to the United States. He stated that
he did not have any derogatory information as to the character or reputation
of the applicant.

The following investigation was conducted by Special Agent J. B.
BRuWe .

AT MIALT, FLuxIDA:

Iir. VICTOZ LINDLIAHR, who resides at 211 K. Coconut Lane, Palm Island,

Yiami Beach, and who voluntarily classified himself as "a conservative", advised

that the applicant was employed by the company which Mr. LINDIAHR represents in
New York during 1939 and 1940 to write special articles on food and food re-
search. He stated that the applicant was well qualified for the work and was
an excellent writer but the company had to dispense with the applicant's services
due to his very definite "leftist leanings!. When asked as to what he meant by
this remark, Lr., LINUL&HR stated that the applicant "was a follower of HANRY
WALLACE and that he seemed to possess grandios ideas that he could cure the ills
of the world". Mr. LINDLAHR could not further explain or elaborate on this
statement. He stated that he has had no contact with the applicant during the
past ten years but that he would not recommend the applicant for a position of
trust with the government because of the applicant's ideas which Mr. LINDIAHR
considered "radical", :

- BEFERED UPOW COMPL.TIOKN Tu Tili OFFICE OF ORIGIN -




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION !
Thiis oast oriGivaTED AT BIT2BATT ' Y me o 123-4919 L.d
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE ;IE:llgl-ll)]\iggE REPORT MADE_BY ) i
NEW YORK 2/6/51 12/14,19-22/28, JOHN B. BJORKLUND, JR.
29/50+1 /35
; - THEE ; 8_.1 1 ....20 (SHARA oF SE’ - Uy o
Lo | JAMeL FANCOCK HO4TY, aka oo 32y 0 BEEUTRL HRUIRY - suate

James “orty, James HJ Rorty UBLIC LAW 402, 80YUH CONGRESS
. VOICE OF AMERICA

: o

’~, ’j%‘f&OPSISOFF‘ACTS: ‘,, i Applica,n‘t bOI’Il 3/30/90 at MiddletOWn,

LR N.Y. VWas one of first editors of "Wew

] = 2 Masses" in mid-twenties. Emploved as

1~ : copy writer Batten, Barton, Durstine &

‘ Osborn, NYC, 1926-30. Free lance writer
since 1930. Has written numerous articles ,
and poems for magazines. During 1930's VA
had published book of poems, as well as_éﬁkﬁ,%?,ﬂ
three books. One book concerns itself V.. ("
with an attack on advertising, another "4¥<'n
with the faulty distribution of medical %

services, and the other is the story of

RORTY's trip across the country. Articles

é’ﬁ,_ g€3V¢ recent years indicate RORTY gnti-~Communist.

' QY"V “  Author of articles concerning health and

nutrition in which field RORTLY is consid-
ered an expert. Currently in Central
America employed by United Fruit Co. to
write health articles. Resided INYC short
while early 1930's and nccasional hotbel
stays in wYC. During 1%20's and 1930!'s
RORTY, according to many associates, was
non~-conformist and radical, a constant
espouser of the causes of those he felt
were being oppressed or discriminated
against. Classified as strong individual-~
ist who never joined any party during this- . . L)
period, although he often took 'parallel T e -
action with Communists. Labelled s N b
Irotskyite during 1930's by several. .. ° T
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SYNOPSIS (Cont'd): Supported FOSTER-FORD, CP candidates,
in 1932 elections. ©Btates in article
that in 1933 he had learned that the
Communist Farty was controlled instru-
ament of totalitarian police state with
headquarters in Moscow. PFersons well
acquainted state he has been strongly
anti-Comnunist for years. Affiliated
numerous organigzations in 1930's and
early 1940's which were fronts of the
Socialist Workers Party and the Social-
ists, with a predominance of Socialist
Vorkers Party groups. Fellow employees
5 of late 1920's considered applicant a
Communist but could recall nothing speci-
‘fic on which impression based. Other
persons interviewed state R0ATY complete-
ly loyal to this country, and of excep~-
tionally strong character and integrity., and
agsociations recent years above reproach.
Wife held in same high esteem by those
vho know her, Family reputation excel-
lent. References recommend without
reservation. Family background reflects
several of kin have suffered mental
disorders. Credit record satisfactory.
Fo criminal record.

- ’UC -
RAFERENTD: Bureau Filc 123-7248.

Bureau letter to New York, 12/12/50.
DETAILS: BIATH DATA

* Mrs. MAIY HARATHGION, negistrar of Vital
Statistics, City llall, Middletown, New York,
furnished SA LOUIS P. HU.LEY with the birth

record for JAM3IS HARCOCK A03TY. This record indicates that

» R0RTY was born in Middletown, larch 30, 1890, his father was

. S M,/QORTY,_age_ , born in Ireland, and his mother was noted
as ADACHUICHILL#ORTY, age 37, born at ittica, New York.

<D

o ar,
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EMPLOYMENTS

It is to be noted that ROATY, in his application,
indicates thet he was an editor of the publication, "New Masses",
from 1924 to 1926. The "New York Times" edition of December 8,
1925 carried an article wvhich states that the "Hew Hasses", a
radical magazine of arts and letters without political affilia-
tions or propaganda obligations, but with sympathy and allegiance
with the Internatiocnal Labor MHovement, would shortly make its
appearance, and listed JAMRES nOATY as one of the five editors
of the new publication.

The Committee on Tn-American Activities, United States
House of Representatives, on December 18, 1948 cited the public-
ation, '"New lMasses" as follows:

1. "A 'Communist periodical'. (Attorney General
. FRANCIS BIDDLE, Congressional Record, Septem-
ber 2%, 1942, page 7688)

2. '"'Hationally circulated weekly jonrnal of the
Communist Party *** whose ownership was vested
in t?e American Fund for Public Service' (Garland
Fund).
(Special Committee on Un-American Activities,
Report March 29, 1944+, pages 48 and 753 also cited
in reports January 3, 1939, page 80; and June 25,
1942, pages 4 and 213

3. "MIntil its vecent merger with liainstream, the

lew logses hng been the weekly Jjournalistic

. voice of the Comnunist Party. Its first appear-
ance was as a monthly. As The Masses, it was
suppressed by the United States Government for
its subversive policies.' Mainstream was launched
by the Communist Farty in January 1947, dealing
with the field of literature and creative arts.
(California Committee on Un-American Activities,
Reports 1947, page 1603 and 1948, page 340)

]

4. "Issued from Communist presses and distributed
by the Communists Progressive Book Shop in Boston,
lass. (Massachusetts House Committee on Un-imerican
Activities, Beport 1938, pages 281 and W43)®
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Miss CLAIRE STAACK, secretarv to the Personnel
Director, BATTER, BARTOW, DU~SIINE AIID 0SB0#Li, 383 Madison
Avenue, New York, . Y., advised that their employment records
reflect that JaLES RORTLY, born Mareh 30, 1890, was employed on
Decewber 6, 1920, and was released ou Augusi 31, 1930. Sue
stated that RORTY had been a copy writer in the Copy Depart-
ment. ©She said the records indicate that his address was noted
as 282 West 11th Street, New York, N. Y., and RD 1, lestport,
Connecticut. Miss STRACK advised that the reason for A0RIY's
leaving is not noted on his employment record.

Mr. WILLTAM ORCHA.D, Vice President, BATTEN, 3AJTON,
DURSTINE AND OSBORN, advised that he recalls RORTIY as having
been a copy writer for the concern many years ago. He went
on to say that R0RTY had the reputation for being "radical! and
being against our form of government. He said tThat he was
considered in advertising circles to be a Communist, although
he had no personal knowledge of R0iTY ever being a member of
the Communist Farty and could recall no incidents which would
be a3 corroboracvion of his impression that a0iTY had been a
Communist. He said that he can recall reading articles by
ROATY which reflected that RORTY was critical of the capital-
istic system, but that it has been so long since he has read
any of 103TY¥'s articles, that he cannot recall their substance
or vhere thev appeared. He went on to say that he has not seen
or heard of I0RTY in twenty years and has no idea what his
present opinions are., Mr., ORCHAXD related that he could furnish
no information concerning R0RTY's associations during the period
he had been with the concern, and that he recslls no incident
which wonld reflect adversely on his character. e, 0:CdAD
said, however, that becanse of his reputation as a "radical', he
wonld not recomend 0RTY to a position of trust with the
government. IMr. ORCHARD indicated that his knowledge concern-
ing R0RTY's political and ideological background was so in-
definite and vague that-he did not desire to furnish a signed
statement, nor would he be willing to appear before a loyalty
board.

Mr. LESLIE PHARL, dxecutive, BATTEN, BARLON, DURSTLHE
AND 0SBORN, advised that he had worked with A0RIY as a fellow
copy writer with this concern sbout twenty yvears ago. Le re-
called that RORTIY had been a strong fighter against anything
vwhich infringed on civil liberties, and was an avowed 'espouser
of cavses for the working man". He said that R04ATY had been
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/;n advertising circles becavse of a book he had written called,

NY 123-4919

against big business in general and against the advertising
industry in particulsar. Mr. PaARL stated that RORTY had the
reputation of being critical of the manner the Tnited States
government was being conducted. He went on to sav that he has
no knovilcdge that 203TY was ever a Communist, it it is his
impression that the applicant had been Socialistic in his view-
points on government. Mr. PEARL advised that he is certain
that ’03TY was not the type who would sympathize with a foreign
countrv or do anything against the best interests of the United
States. He related that he had heard that n0=TY was affiliated
with groups of a Communist or Socialist nature, but could not
recall the source of this informstion or the names of the groups.

Mr, PEARL advised thet RORTY was not well thought of

"Our Master's Voice!", which was an indictment of the advertising
industry. !Mr, PEARL went on to say that he has not had any
contact with RORTY for many years and has no knowledge of his
associations or current opinions. He said that he believes

that RO’TY would be loval To the United States, but that the
government could be criticized for placing a man who had written
articles critical of ovr form of government and our system of
private enterprise in a position of trust. He went on to say
that he did not feel gualified to comment one way or the other
as to RORTY's qualifications for a position of trust because he
has no personal knowledge of the alleged affiliations on the
part of RORTY during the 1930's. He said he, therefore, would
not be willing to furnish a signed statement or to avpear before
a loyalty brard.

Wr. 30Y DURSTINE, President of tThe «iY DU ioiliis CU.,
INC., advertising agency, 730 Fifth Avenve, kew York, w. Y.,
advised that he had been associated with the advertising con-
cern of* BATTEN, BARTON, DURSTINE AND O0S303N during the period
when 03TY had been employved bv this concern. e said that his
recollectinn of RORTY was extremely vague and that he has no
personal knowledge of 0RTY's opinions, and, therefore, did not
feel gqnalified to comment concerning dORTY.

Miss LOUISE ¥C LEOD, Secretary, BATTEN, BA-LOW,
DITRSTINA AND OSBORN, advised thot she recalls RORTY =25 a
fellow emplovee in the concern in the late 1920's. She said
that he had been a poor advertising man, and shortly after
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leaving the concern, had published a book called, "Our iaster's
Voice"., ©£he went on to sayv that this book was g scathing
indictment of the advertising industry and that HORTY, while
employed with BATTEN, BARTOLIi, DURSTIFE AND OSBOXN, had used
the companv library as a cource for the information contained
in the book. Miss MC LEOD went on to say that it is her im-
pression that R0RTY was by nature contrary. Miss C LEOD sald
that inasmuch as RORTY had not been loyal to his employer, she
would hegitate to recommend him for a position of trust with
the government. She said that she has not seen ®04TY for over
twenty vears and, therefore, did not feel qualified to comment
concerning R0RTY's lovalty, character or associations.

Confidential Informant T-1, of unknown reliability,
a top ranking executive in a New York advertising firm, advised
that he had been well acguainted with R0RTY dwring his employ-
ment with BATTSN, BARTON, DURSTINE AND OSBO+N. He said that
RORTY had not been a particularly good advertising man and had
been released because of this. He said that on one occasion
RORTY had gone to Boston, supposedly on company business, and
had been arrested in some protest strike against the ban of a
book. This informant said that he has no knowledge of whether
the applicant had been a member of the Communist Party, but that
it is his impression that 3031Y was a Communist. He said that
the applicant had written his book castigating the advertising
industry shortly after leavimg the BATTEN, BAATON, DURSTINE AND
OSBORN concern, and had used as a basis for his book, informa-
tion gleaned from this concern's library. This informant stated
that he has had no contact with i0<TIY for about Twentv vears
and had nn inowledge of 03UY's associations, past or present.
ne sald that he would not recoumend #U<tr to a position of
trust with the government and would have serious doubts as to
his loyalty because of his previous disloyslty to his employer.
He saild that .he has nothing definite on which to base his
impression that R03TY had been a Communist and would not be
gillgng to furnish a signed statement or appear before a lovalty
oard.

The "Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature®, con-
taining a list of all articles nrinted in the principal maga-
zines in the TUnited States, reflects that JALES 0RLL wrote a
great many poems for various magazines between 1922 and 1932.
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The majorityv of these poems were published in the magazine,
"The Netion". In 1926 aPRIY's poems were published as a collec-
tion in a book calledé/”ghildren of the Sun", published by
McMillan Company in Néw York City. A review of this book_
indicates that the poems arc a reprint of the poems previously
appeavring in magazines. <The poems themselves are idealistic
and mood poems, and are of no apparent ideological or political
significance, although they do portray 308T¥'s dislike of war
and his apparent disillusionment with the era. The "Header's
Guide to Periodical Literature" indicates that from 1932 to
date RORTY has published a great many articles, and that from
the titles of these articles it would appear that many dealt
with health and medicine while others concerned themselves

with economic conditions during the 1930's. Inasmuch as
R0RTY's books will be dealt with in detail and comments from
various nublishers concerning R0RTY's writings will be set
forth, the aforementioned magazine articles are not being
considered in detail. ’

In his application RORTY indicates that he has been
a correspondent for "The Nation'" during the period 193% to
1936, The "Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature" reflects
that between 1933 and 1935 RORTY wrote four articles for "The
Hation". These articles are entitled, "How Radical Are the-
Farmers", "Consumer Versus the NRA", "Counting the Homeless',
and "Relief Business is Booming". These articles are similar
in substance to the articles which RORTY wrote as a roving
correspondent for the "New York Post" in 193%, and which will
be subseauentlv referred to.

?
1936, in its review of R0°TY's book,Mhere Life Is Better®,
makes reference to the fact that fiTteen years before, RORTY
had won "The Nation" poetry prize.

The "Wew York Herald Trib;ﬁggfissno of Jarmars 1o

Mr. BENJAMIN STOLBERG, whose comments concerning
RORTY will be set forth later in this report, advised that
RORTY had never been a regular employee of the publication,
"The Hation", but had been a constant contributor to this
magazine during the 1930's.

Mr, R. S. LATHAM, Vice President, HMclillan Company,
publishers, 60 Fifth Avenve, New York, ¥. Y., advised that in
1926 this concern had published a collection of poems by RORLY
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entitled, "Children of the Sun". Ie said that he had little
contact with RORTY at the time of publication and has not
seen the applicant since that time. He said that he could
not aomment concerning ROaTY's chargcter, loyalty or associa-
tions. Mr. LATHAM made inquiry among other older employees
of the concern and could find no one who recalled nORTY or
who had any association with him,

Mr. RICHARD S. VALSH, 82., Bxecutive, JOHN DAY
COMPANY, publishers, 62 West L45th Street, advised that this
concern had published RORTY's book, "Our Master's Voice",
in 1934, and his book, "Where Life Is Better", in 1936. Nr,
WALSH advised that he has known R03TY for twenty years and
would recommend him without reservation as a man who is
thoroughly American in his loyalties and is above reproach
in his integrity. He said that RORTY for many years has been
a man who attacked established institutions, and has therefore
been thought of as being radical. Mr. WALSH advised that it
is his impression that RORIY might have been a Trotskyite
many years ago inasmuch as he vaguely recalls n0aTY having
mentioned to him that he was sympathetic to this movement.
He said that I0RTY is an able and intelligent man and for
many years has been strongly anti-Communist. Mr, WALSH stated
that none of the other members of the concern had any dedlings
with RORTY and were not -acquainted with him. Ee went on to
say that RORTY's book, "Our Master's Voice", had been an expose
of the practices and weaknesses of advertising in this country
and that his book, "Where Life 1ls Better", was written as the
result of a journev across the United States wherein JOiTY set
down his observationt of social and economic conditions.
A03TY's book, "Our Master's Voice", is an attack on capitalism
" via an expose of advertising. In this book RORTY states that
truthful advertising in a competitive economic system is im-
possible and that a competitive economic system which has
reached a productive capacity beyond its purchasing power,
cannot function even haltingly without advertising. Ergo,
from R02TY's reasoning, a vigorous people can free itself from
the cultural decav and corruption of advertiging only by free-
ing itself from the capitalistic system. He goes on to say
that advertising promises not merely economic chaos but cul-
tural death.

The "Wew York Times" edition of January 19, 1936
contains a review of R0RIY's book, "Where Life Is Better ~ An
Unsentimental “merican Journey". This review states that the

i -8~ ®




NY 123-4919

book is the story of RORTY's trip across the United States
and his return, wherein R03TY states that our domestic
situation is that of a progressively deteriorating social

and cconomic anarchy with a definite drift towards Fascisn.
The review continues and says that HUKRTY, fraukly radical
that he is, is no doctrinaire and cannot swallow the doctrine
of the class struggle. RORTY, in his book, states, "The final
conflict, if there is to be a final conflict, which I doubt,
will be not between class and class but between intelligence
and stupidity, between sanity and fanaticism, between justice
and injustice, between freedom and tyranny."

The review of RORTY's book, "Where Life Is Better -
An Unsentimental American Journey", contained in the January 21,
1936 edition of the "New York Post, points out that RORTY in
his book indicates that the hope of the American people is in
surrendering the belief in the "Democratic Dogma" and replacing
the present government with some form of absolute rule in which
planning would remove the sad state of disorder and injustice.
The review states that R03TY's program is vague and that he is
a radical withont political affiliations who does not agree
with the Communists or any other group sufficiently to share
thelr efforts. RORIY in this book states, "At some point, just
where or when I don't know, the American dream of freedom of
opportunity, of democracy, of justice, as things actual and
possible within the framework of a capitalist economy, will be
-definitely discarded by the masses and agricultural workers."

Mr., MALCOLM LOGAN, "New York Post", 75 West Street,
New York, N, Y., advised that iC04TY had never been a regular
employee of the paper but had been engaged on a free lance
basis to write a series of articles in 1934 concerning HORIY's
trip across country, wherein RORTY discusses sociological,
political and economic problems which he came across in his
travels. A review of the "New York Post" files reflectse that
RORTY's articles, approximately fifteen in number, were written
from October 5, l93£ through December 5, 1934. These articles
dealt wifh conditions among the steel workers, the farmers,
the miners and the automobile workers, and was a comprehensive
treatise of the political, economic and social problems exist-
ing in the communities RORTY passed through.
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Mr. HOWARD WILSON, Vice President of the W. W. NORTON
COMPANY, publishers, 101 Fifth Avenue, New York, &. Y., advised
that this concern in 1939 had published RORTY's book,”American
Mediecine Mobilize's'., Mr. WILSON stated that R0RTY had been a
close personal friend of W. W. NOXLON, now deceased, and that
he, himself, had little contact with the applicant. He said
that RORTY appeared to be an able and intelligent individual
and that he has never heard or seen anything which would re-
flect adversely on RORTY's character or loyalty. Mr. WILSON
advised that no one else in the concern had any dealings with
RORIY., Mr., WILSON advised that he cannot recall much about
R0RTY's book except that it is critical of the American Medi-
cal Association.

The May 22, 1939 issue of the "New York FPost" con-
tains a review of 304TY's book, "American Medicine Mobilizes",
and indicates that this book is critical of the American lMedi-
cal Agsociation, and expresses RORTY's opinion that it is a
disgrace that thousands should suffer because of the faulty
distribution of medical care.

Mr., STEWART KELLOGG, Advertising and Sales Promotion

Manager, PRENTICE HALL, INC., publishers, 70 Fifth Avenue,
New York, N. Y., stated that two years ago this concern had

blished a book wrikten by JAMES RORIY and Dr. N. PHILIP
'NO3MAN, entitled, *Tomorrow's Food". Mr. KELLOGG advised
that this book concerned itself with the writers' convictions
that natural foods were the only foods of benefit to mankind,
and that the use of substitutes would be injurious to the
health of mankind. HMe said that ROUTY ig partieularly inter-
ested in nutrition and is firm in his convietions that only
the natural foods should be used in the diet. He said that
he has written many articles in connection with this problem
and has earned the enmity of the flour industry because of his
attacks on them for the use of substitutes in the production
of flour. Mr. KELLOGG stated that 30aTY is a crusader in
spirit and has impressed him as being a man of complete honesty,
integrity and reliability. He said that he has never observed
anything which would in any way cause him to question u0ilY's
loyalty to this country, and expressed the opinion that X0ITY
is the type of person who could serve the country well in a
position of trust. Mr. KELLOGG stated that no one else in the
concern would have had any contact with RORTY inasmuch as the
book was written on a free lance basis.
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Mr. ARMITAGE WATKINS, literary agent, 77 Park Avenue, New York,
No Y., advised that he has been the applicantts literary agent for the
past four or five years and that during this time RORIY has written many
articles for such magazines as “Commentary", "The Commonweal!, and “Harperist,
He said that at the present time RORTY is writing a book for the Sloane
publishiiug house which concerns itself with problems of conversation. Nr.
VATKINS stated that most of RORTY's articles concern themselves with con=
versation measures and expressed RORTY!'s belief that tampering wita the
natural cycle of nature through the introduction of nitrates in the soil
would upset the physical well being of mankind. He went on to say that |
RORTY's articles execited great controversy among the bakers of the country
because of his condemnzabion of the flour being used by the bakers. He said
that RORTY is & man of strong convictions and complste integrity. Nre.
WATKINS wenb on to say ‘that he had no occasion to discuss with RORTY
matters pertinent to politics or ideclogy, bub that RORTY has never given
hinm the impression that he was other than a loyal American citizen.

Mre ROY NORR, public relations executive, 11 dest }3d Street, -
New York, N. Y., advised that he has knowm RORTY for fifteen years and
has been utlllzed by him for commercial writeups in connection with the
public relations business which he operates. He said thatRORTY, in the
1930'5, was generally considered a radical because of his strong sense
of social responsibility, but that even then the applicant had been
strongly snti-Communist. ¥r. NORS said that in 193k and 1935, when
he, himself, believed that the Russian experiment had certain merits,
RORTY had warned him against the chicanery and the deceit of the
Communistse. Mr. HORR advised that RORTY is an able and dynmamic indive
idual who could serve the country well in a position of trust. He said
that he is firmly convinced that RORTY is above reproach in matters of
loyalty and would be of greabt value in fighting acainst Commnism, He
furtner advised thabt RORTY is 3 man of sabsbtandine characies and hac
never, bo the best of his knowledge, associated with elements who are
lulerested in Un-American ideologies,

Mr. ELLIOTT COHMEN, editor of the magazine, "Commentary 3k Wes
33d Street, New York, N. Y. s advised that RORTY has contributed several

1T




Y 123~4919

articles to the magazine in the last few years, which articles have
plainly indicated that RORTY is anti-Communist. He said that a good
many of the articles KORTY has writhen in recent years have concerned
themselves with nutrition and the utilization of food resources, as
well as subjects conecernsed with gencidl health and medicine. Iir.
COMiEN advised that the most recent article by RORTY appeared in the
October 1950 issue of "Commentary" and was entitled, "The Lessons of the
Peekskill Riots", This article, he said, set forth the real facts of
the Peekskill incident and pointed out the deliberate efforts of the
Communists to provoke the incident, This article, . COHEN advised,
clearly indicated RORTYts lack of sympathy with Communism. Lir. CCOHEN
advised that RORTY's wife, WINIFRE USHANRIISH, collaborated with
him on the article. It is to be fioted that 1?‘LL.IOTT COHEN is given by
the applicant as a reference and ¥r. COHEN!s commentg concerning
RORTY personally will be set forth in the app oyrxﬂse section later

{

in this report. 1

3 ; 'i
Mr. EDWARD SKILLIM, editor, #The Commonweal! maga‘zine, 336
Fourth Avenue, New York, Ne. Y., advised that this publication, had
published several articles by RORTY in recent years concerned with
nutrition, communications and advertising. Mr. SKILLIN advised that
RORTY is extremely social-minded and is critical of over~expansion
in industry. In addition to his articles, he said, RORTY had
reviewed several books for the concern. He adv:.sad that RORTY!s
articles indicated that it is RORTY!s belief that the urge to
make money was having bad effects on our culture, giving as specific
examples the bread industry with its use of chemical substitutes,
the radio industry with its failure to provide educational programse
Mr. SKILLIN said that it is his impression that RORTY is a Socialist
in his economic viewpoint., Tle advi sed that RORYY is cupscially con-
scious of ths ammses of big business and its efrects on the individual
citizen and wants to correct btlwse specific abuses., Nr. SKILLIN
advised that for the last several years RORTY has been employed by
the Tennessee Valley Authority, where he has been studying the effect
of fertilizer and nitrates on the soil. He went on to say that the -
applicant is intensely anti-Communist in his viewpoints and is thorouzhly
loyal to this country. Ie further stated that RORTY is a man of strong
convictions, is completely honest, and wovuld be especially valuable
in a position of trust with the Government.
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Mr. EDWARD F. MEZAGHER, assistant editor, "The
Commonweal', advised that he has known RORTY for approximate-
ly five years and has been favorably impressed by him. He
said that RORATY is an anti-Communist and is completely devoted
to the best interests of this country. He said that he would
recommend RO0RTY without reservation as a man of extraordinarily
strong character and complete loyalty. WNeither Mr. SKILLIN nor
Mr, MEAGHER could furnish any information as to whom AORTY's
associates might be. ’

, The following investigation at "Fortune" magazine,
Time, Inc,, 9 Rockefeller Plaza, New York, N. Y., was conducted
by SA IICHARD R, HENDERSON:

Mrs., PATRICIA DIVVER, administrative assistant,
advised that R0RTY had been employed by "Fortune" magazine
on a special assignment from April 5, 1937 to July 15, 1937
on a story concerning the undertaking business, which was
never published. In 1938, she said, the records indicate he
was used on research for a socialiged medigine story. Mrs.
DIVVER related that nothing of a derogatory nature appears in
the files.

Mr, RALFH D. PAINE, managing editor, advised that
he has no recollection of RORTY working for the magazine, but
that he is casually acquainted with HORTY, He went on to say
that he didn't know him well enough to comment concerning him,
but that he knows of nothing unfavorable.

Mr. ALBERY FURTH, executive editor, advised that he
has known RORTY casually as a iree lance wrifter for several
yvears. He said that he supervised ROiTY's story concerning
the undertaking business in 1937, but cannot recall why it
was not used. He said that about four months ago HORTY was
referred to him by ELLIOTT COHEN, editor of "Commentary', in
connection with an article on the R0BESON Feekskill incident,
and that RORTY and his wife presented an idea for a broader
story related indirectly to the R0BESON trouble and about the
Communist Party tactics in organizing such incidents. He said
that the story was not used inasmuch as it was not the type of
story which the "Fortune" magazine normally carries. Mr. FURTH
went on to say that ROBTY has had the reputation of being an
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anti-Communist since he has known him, and he has never been
given any reason to question his loyalty. He said that so
far as he knows, A0RTY is a man of good moral habits, and is
honest and reliable.

Mr. HERBERT S0L0O, member of the Board of Editors,

advised that he has known A0RTY since approximately 1932.
He said that RORTY is well-known as an able journalist and
as a man of independent and unorthodox vicwpoints. He stated
that RORTY has a strong and dependable character, and is a
man of very high moral calibre and integrity. Mr. SOLO ad-
vised that he would vouch for R0KRTY's loyalty to the United
States and to the ‘merican way of life and our form of govern-
ment. During the period 1932 to 1935, he said, both he and
R03TY, together with other liberals of the time, were actually
supporting and aiding the organmization of labor unions, which
was also the purpose of the Communist Party. Ee said that
because the aims of the Communist Party and 10RIY's beliefs
were the same in this particular instance, A0RTY may have
cooperated with the Communists for the first few months,
but that he soon learned what Communism meant and has since
fought the Communist movement vigorously, both in his actions
and in his writings. He went on to say that he has no know-
ledge of RORTY's views or affiliations prior to 1932, but that
RORTY has never indicated to him that he had ever been a mem-
ber of the Communist Party or for that matter any other party
or group. He related that R0RTY is a very strong individualist,
vhose views often differ from the majority, but that these
views have never been anythines wnich could be considered sub-
versive or disloyal. He continued by saying that .04aiX's
primary interests are along the lines of agriculture and the
foods we consume. As an example of his "radical views", SOLO
pointed out that R0RTY believed that people should not eat
prepared breskfast foods but should buy the grain and prepare
it themselves. He said that A03TY is nov connected in some

o capacity with the United Fruit Company, wherein he is going
to Central America to study native diet. Mr., SOLO advised
that RORTY has written a great many poems and has had books
of poetry published and has also contributed articles to such
magazines as "Commentarv" and "The Nation". He concluded by
saying that he is certain KORTY would never violate any security,
either willingly ovr unwitbtingly, and would be of inestimable .
value because of his knowledge of Communist tactics.

o | T
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The October 1948 issue of "Plain Talk", an anti-
Communist publication, contains an article by JAMES RORTY
entitled, "Operation Donald Duck - And How to Beat It". In
this article RORTY states that he had been recently asked to
derend embattled university prof essors who had been subject
to attacks by a Red hunting committee of a State Legislature.
He went on to explain that in the defense of such professors
and others who are under attack by investigating committees,
the Communists and the sympathizers get the help of many
gullible and naive persons who will defend the right of
Communists to conduct political infiltration and propaganda
that aim to destroy the democratic institutions for which
the appeal is made, He relates that the non-Communist writers
are invited to add to the din of a kind of "Donald Duck Bill
of Rights Hysteria" that has become standard liberal routine
for such occasions and has less and less to do with the case.
He concludes his article by saying that "until the defense
of .genuine liberal position in colleges is organized along
positive lines by liberals who are political sophisticates
instead of along negative and obsolete lines by fellow-
travelers or innocents, Operation Donald Duck will be launched
successfully every time a legislative purge goes into action',

] Mr. B. S. WHITHMAN, publicity director, United Fruit
Company, Pier 3, North River, New York, N. Y., advised that
the company had sent RORTY and his wife to Honduras and
Guatemala in Central America for a six weeks' study of nutri-
tion and health in Central America. He stated that AORTY

ig an anthority on these subjects and is well-known for his
writings in the field of focod wvalues. He said that R0RTY is .
acting independently of the United Fruit Company and will
attempt to sell his articles concerning the health and nutri-
tion situation in the countries visited, and in so doing point
out the valuable contributions which the United Fruit Company
has made to the peoples of Central America. He said that this
would be of great value to the company from a publicity stand-
point. Mr. WHITMAN went on to say that RORTY has the reputa-
tion of being a man of complete integrity, honesty and relia-
bility. He stated that ROITY is strongly anti-Communist in
his viewpoints and has on many occasions indicated his dislike
of Communism. Mr. WHITMAN said that his assoclation with
RORTY has been exclusively of a business nature, but that he
would recommend the applicant without reservation for a posi-
tion of trust with the government.
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ROATY, in his application, notes that he had been
employed by HENRY HAWES, ERIC HODGINS, and VICTUd4 LINDLAHR.
Records of the State Department reflect that ERIC HODGINS is
on leave and is residing at 334 Illehaw Drive, Sarasota,
Florida. Inguiry at VICTOR LINDLAHR's office at 1819 Broadway,
New York, N. Y., was made, and it was ascertained that LINDLAHR
is currently residing at 211 North Coconut Lane, Palm Island,
Miami Beach, Florida. The identity of HENRY HAWES could not
be established. His name was not listed in the New York City
telephone directories, and persons interviewed had never heard
of him.

RESIDENCES

Mrs. RO0GER N. BALDWIN, 282 iiest 11th Street, New
York, N. Y., advised that RORTY and his wife, the former
VINIFRED RAUSHENBUSH, resided in a small apariment at this
address for a period of less than a year shortly after their
marriage in early 1930's. ©She said that since the mid 1930's
RORTY and his wife have resided in Flatbrookville, New Jersey, .
except for about three years after the war when they resided
in Tennessee while AORTY was employed by the Tennessee Valley
Authority. She said that she has seen the applicant and his
wife only occasionally since that time. Mrs. BALDWIN advised
that during the 1930's R0XTY had been considered a "radical"
because he was critical of capitalistic economics. She said
that his viewpoint in the matter of economics runs to the
cocialistic theorv of economy. Mrs. BALDWIN went on to say
that A041Y is actively anti-Communist in his opinions and is
completely loyal to the United States. ©5She said that the
RORTYS have a grown son and that the applicant has always been
a good family man. Mrs. BALDWIN advised that she is not
acquainted with RORTY's associates, but would vouch for the
loyalty of RORTY and his wife.

‘ Mr. C. LEROY BALDRIDGsz/sh’Wé’st 11th Street, New
York, N. Y,, advised that he has been acquainted with dAORTY
and his wife since the early 1930's. He said that the i0aTYS
have a

nr, DALUALUGH elateld Lilav

RORTY is considered to be am excellent poet, having published
many poems in years past, and has written extensively on a
free lance basis for some-of the more prominent magazines.

~16-
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He stated that R02TY is congidered a radical in the sense of
heing a non-conformist. He related that the applicant has
always been an ardent supnorter of the "underdog' and has taken
up the canse of people whom he believed to have been treated un-
famrlv no matter what their polltlcal or racial backgrounds
might be. Mr. BALDRIDGE continued by saying that ROXTY was a
Socialist in his viewpoints, but not in a subversive sense. He
stated that the applicant is extremely anti-Communist and has

on many occasions written articles expressing this viewpoint.
Mr. BALDRIDGE advised that prior to the United States entering
into the war, RORTY had been a strong non-interventionist, but
that this attltude was not one of disloyalty, but only because
of RORTY's conviction that wars were futile. He said that after
the United States' entry into the war, ROATY had conducted him-
self in every way as a patriotic American. Mr, BALDRIDG#E further
advised that the applicant's wife, the former WINIFRED RAUSHENBUSH,
has collaborated with RA03TY on many of his articles, and is an
extremely capable sociologist. He concluded by saving that both
RORTY and his wife are in his opinion loyal and enthusiastic
American citizens, and that A03TY would be ideally suited for a
position of trust with the government.

- Mr., DAVID BARD, manager, Hotel Chelsea, 222 liest 23d
Street, New York, N. Y., advised that RORIY and his wife have
resided in the hotel on numerous occasions during visits to New
York for several years. He said that in early 1950 RORTY had
-stayed at the hotel for an extended period. He went on to say
that the applicant and his wife are known as respectable, law-
abiding people, and that nothing has ever come to his attention
which would indicate that theyv were not completely loysl to the
Tnited States.

Mr, JULIUS KRAUSS, assistant manager, Hotel Chelsea,
furnished the same information as Mr. BARD concerning d0.TY and
his wife.

Mr. BENJAMIN STOLBERG, journalist and writer, Hotel
Chelsea, advised that he has known RORTY for approx1mately 25
vears, and that 303TY makes the Hotel Chelsea his headquarters
when he has work to do in New York Cityv. He said that the appli-
cant has been a free lance writer since the early 1930's and has
contributed numervus poems and articles to the leading magazines.

Mr. STOLBERG advised that I0RTY had been one of the

first editors of the publication, "New Masses'". He said that
1O¥TY had known that this magazine was a''radical"magazine when
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he accepted a position as editor, but that he had no knowledge
of the Communist control of this publication until after the
assumption of his position. He said that 103TY, when he had
discovered that the "New Masses" was completely dominated by
the Communist Party, had immediately disaffiliated himself frow
the nublication.

¥Mr, STOLBERG advised that in the 1920's 03TY had been
a successful advertising copy writer, but had hated his work so
much that he had written a book in the 1930's which was a vicious
attack on the advertising industry. He related that in the early
1930's W03TY had been on a committee for FOSTEX and FOiD, the
Communist Party candidates in the 1932 elections, but that +0-~TY
had never become involved with the Communist Party and was not
the sort of person who could take orders from any group.

He continued by saying that 104TY is strongly against
theabuses of big business and has always been willing to iight
for someone he thought was being persecuted. He recalled that
R0RTY had been a member of the Non-Partisan Committee to Aid
FRED BEAL. BEAL, he said, had been a Communist Party member in
one of the southern states who had been convicted of murder not
on the merits of the case but because he was a Communist Party
member. He continued saving that SiAL had finally been released,
had gone to Russias, and had subsequently returned disillusioned,
and said that he would rather be in jail in the United States
than free in Russia. =AR03TY, in connection with this case, was
not interested in whether BEAL was a Communist Farty member, but
in the fact that he felt that 5ZAL was not getting a2 fair trial.

Tr. SUOLZERG related thau audrlil's'radicalism of the
1920's and 1930's, when e was against anytning conventional,
has changed, and that at the present time 0XTIY is avidly anti-
Communist and conservative in his politics. Mr. STOLBERG advised
that R0RTY is a man of strong integrity and convictions and is
above reproach in his loyalty to this country. He said that he
would recommend him without reservation to a position of trust
with the United States Government.

Miss SUZANNE LA FOLLETTE, Hotel Chelsea, manager and
editor of the magazine, "Freeman", advised that she has known
RORTY since the early 1920's. She stated that ®04TY, during
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the 1920's and 1930's,was known as a radical because of his
non-conformist viewpoints, and that at one time he had been
active in the support of FOSTER and FORD, the Communist Party
nominees in the presidential elections of 1932. ©She said

that he had told her of the chicanery of the Communist Party

and has to the best of her knowledge strongly opposed Com-
munists since <that.time. ©She continued by saying that prior

to this time RORTY's vital interest in the '"downtrodden" and

his concern over the welfare of the working man often brought
him into agreement with the program of the Communist Party
during this period, but that RORTY was never amenable to
discipline and never became affiliated with the Party. Miss

LA FOLLETTE went on to say that RORTY is against the abuses

of big business and is Socialistic in his economic viewpoint.
She said that she was sure that this interest in Socialism

never went to the extreme of the Trotsyite viewpoint. She
stated that during the early 1940's, R0RTY had done publicity
work for the “orkers Defense League, a Socialist group. Iiss

LA FOLLETTE said that the A0RTYS have lived in Flatbrookville,
New Jersey, for about fifteen years except for the time recently
spent in Tennessee, and that prior to this the couple had resided
in Vestport, Connecticut. HMHiss LA FOLLETTE advised that she
would recommend RORTY and his wife as® loyal American citizens
and that R03TY is extremely anti-Communist in his attitude. She
further stated that R03ATY's integrity is unquestioned and his
associations in recent years have been with individuals who

have actively fought the menace of Communism.

Information concerning the FOSYEA-F0-D Committee,
the Non-rartisan Committee to Aid FRED BuAL, and the Vorkers
Defense League, referred to by Mr. STOLBERG and Miss LA FOLLETTE,
will be set forth later in this report.

REFERENCES

Mr. 0BERT MORAIS, attorney, 4O Exchange Place, New
York, N. Y., advigsed that he had been Special Counsel to
District Attorney GEOIGE FINELLI of Westchester County, and
had been in charge of the investigation of the incident which
had occurred at Peekskill when members of civic groups in the
vieinity had battled with the Communists at the time PAUL A03iSON
had staged a concert in August of 1949, Mr. MOIRIS stated that
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the facts of the incidents which had occurred at the R0BESON
concerts at Peekskill on August 27, 1949 and September U,

1949 had been presented to the Grand Jury at Westchester

Couaty, and it had been found that the incidents had been
Communist instigated and that elements of ROB&SON supporters

who had done battle with civic groups had been actually parts

of the military groups of the Communist Party. He said that

he first met R0RTY when the applicant and his wife had con-
tacted him in connection with their writing an article setting
forth the details of the incident. He advised that this article
later appeared in "Commentary" magazine. Mr. MOIRIB related
that RORTY and his wife were well aware of the facts surrounding
the Peekskill incident and were in general agreement with him
that this incident was provoked by the Communist Party. EHe

said that I0RTY and his wife are extremely anti-Communist in
attitude and impressed him as being substantial and loyal
American citigens.

Professor SIDNEY HOOK, New York University, Washing-
ton Square, New York, N. Y., advised that he has known RO«TY
since the early 1930's. He said that K02TY, during the 1920's
and 1930's, had allied himself in many causes with the Com-
munists, but that he never knew him to be a member of the
Communist Partv. He said that R0RTY had broken completely
with the Communists in 1933 and has been strongly anti-Communist
since that time. He said that R0TY has an acute social con-
sciousness and is a strong supporter of democracy in all phases
of life. He stated that R03TY is a man of strong principles,
is thoroughly reliable, and is unquestionably loval to This
country. Frofessor HOOK adviged that he wounld recommend the -
applicant withent reservation for any position of trust with
the government.

Mr. SOL LEVITAS, editor of the "New Leader", an
anti-Communist publication, 7 Bast 15th Street, New York, N. Y.,
advised that he has known RORTY for fifteen to twenty years.

He stated that in the 1930's R0ARTY was aggressively anti-big
business and was alwayvs taking up the causes of minority groups
whom he felt were being oppressed. He said .that often the
causes which RORTY espouses were those of the "left wing", but
that R03TY had never affilisted himself with the Communist
Party or the Socialists in the sénse of being a Party member.
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He said that ROALY, during the 1920's and 1930's, was the
product of an era, and that he had expressed his dissatis-
factions with conditions as they were. He went on to say

that LU ils lis ilwmpression lhat R0aTY is not anti-capitalist
but is anti-big business and its abuses. He described fOALY
as being vigorously anti-Communist in the last ten years, and
has stated that the applicanihas great personal integrity, is
thoroughly loyal to the United States, and has in recent years
associated only with people who are anti-Communist in their .
viewpoints. Mr. LEVITAS advised that R0ATY would be eminently
gualified for a position of trust, especially if such a posi-
tion concerned itself with combatting Communism.

Mr. KRLLIOTT COHEN, editor of the magazine, "Commentary",
34 West 33d Street, New York, N. Y,, advised that 20iTY, during
the 1930's, was an independent radical. He said that the appli-
cant was extremely social conscious and had always been a great
champion of minority groups and labor. He further stated that
RORTY has always been vitally concerned with civil liberties,
and that on many occasions in.the past his support of various
groups has been paralleled with that of the Communists. MNMr.
COHEN related that R0RTY's support of what he considered to be
the oppressed and the underprivileged was a matter of his own
personal philosophy and had no concern whatsoever with politics.
My, COHEN went on to say that R0iTY had been one of a group of
writers who, '‘during the 1930's, had been disillusioned with
capitalism and had spoken out against the economic and social
deficiencies of the system. He went on to sav that O0lY has
been stronelv anti-Communish for the last ten vears. ile further
stated that RORTY and his wife are people of the greatest integ-
rity and are above reproach in their loyalty fto this country.
He said that their associates are people whose loyalty has
never been questioned and that he would recommend the applicant
for any position of trust with the government.

MISCELLANS0US

Confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability,
in 1941 advised that JAMES RORTY was a member of the National
Committee for the Defense of Political Frisoners in December
1931.

[ 3

The "New York Times" on August 9, 10 and 12, 1932

carried articles which note that JAMES HROATY, poet, resident
of Westport, Connecticut, was one of the writers in the delegation
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of the National Committee for the Defense of Political

Frisoners who tried to see President HOOVER re the treatment
of bonwns marchers. .

In an article entitled, "Operation Donald Duck",
written by R03TY and published in the October 1948 issue of
"Plain Talk", R0RTY mentions that in 1932 he was one of the
writers who represented one of the "Communist-Liberal United
Fronts" who went to see Pregsident HOOVER in connection with
the bonms marchers, and went on to say that he and other
writers were "stooging for the Communists",

The Fational Committee for the Defense of Political
Prisoners has been declared by the Attornev General to come
within the purview of Bxecutive Order 9835.

_ The Hovember and December 1932 and the February,
March, April and M¥ay 1933 copies of the "Student feview",
published by the National Student League, note that JAMSES
RORTY was a contributing editor.

The Committee on Un-American Activities, United
States House of Representatives, on December 18, 1948 cited
the National Student League as follows:

l. "A 'front organization of the Communist Party’'.
(Attorney General FRANCIS BIDDLE in re HARRY
BRIDGES, May 28, 1942, page 10)

2. M"Thae Commmists'! front organization for students,
abont which WART, BROWDER, former General Secre-
tary of the Communist Party, said, 'From the
beginning it has been clearly revolutionary in
its program and activities!.

(Special Committee on Tm-American Activities,
Report March 29, 1944, page 119; also cited in
Renort Janvarv 3, 1939, nage 805-

3. "A 'well-known Communist front'.

(California Committee on Tm-American Activities,
Report 1943, page 99)
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4. " The Communist Party has sought to win masses
of student yvonth to the Farty's objectives.
Particular efforts have been made *** {o organ-
ize c¢ollege students into a revolutionary
organization. For this purpose the Hational
Stwdents Leagne was created. *** The main office
of the Hational Students League (since merged
with the Amevican Stndents Union) was shared
with the Red Sport mion in New York, an
avoved Communist organization, and upon the
walls appeared the Soviet emblem of hammer and
sickle.!

(Massachusetts Honse Committee on Un-American
Activities, 32eport 1938, pages 135 and 527)

5. "A mass revolutionary student arganization.
(Report filed with Wisconsin Committee on the
Investigation of Charges of Communistic Teach-
ings and Other Swvbversive Activities. Wisconsin
S£a§§ Senate Journal, September 21, 1935, page
241

6. "A Communist stvdent front. 7
(RAPP-COUDERT Committee, Interim Report,
December 1, 1941, page 14)"

A pampnhlet entitled, "Culture and the Crisis', put
out in 1932 by the Leagne of Professional Groups for FOSTER
and FOM, lists JilWs CRTY as A member., FOLIBR and FO-D
were the Communist rartv nominees for President and Jice
President in the 1932 electiions. The Comminist Party has
been designated by the Attorney General as coming within the
purview of fZxecutive Order 9835,

The aforementioned pamphlet states that in September
1932 a group of 50 American writers, painters, teachers and
other professional workers declared their support of FOSTER
and FO3I and the Communist Party ticket in the 1932 national
elections. In a statement given to the press this group
denovnced the major politicsl parties and the Socialists and
stated that "the only effective way to protest against the
chaos, the wastefulness and the indescribable misery in the
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present economic system is to vote for Communist candidates™.
It went on to say that the Communist Party alone worked to
educate and organize classes dispossessed by the present
system so as to make them an efficent instrument for estab-
lishing a new society based on equal opportunities to work,
equal distribution of income, and ownership by the people

of the national resources.

RORTY, in his article, "Operation Donsld Duck!,
previously referred to, stated that he had been the secretary
of the League of Professional Groups for FOSTER and FORD, and
said that he had resigned. In this article RORTY stated that
by 1933 he had learned that "the American Communist Party was
neither democratic nor autocratic, but that it was the strictly
controlled instrument of a totalitarian police state whose
headquarters were in NMoscow'.

A letter dated September 21, 1934 from the Communist
League of America, 144 Second Avenue, New York, N, Y., ad-
dressed to JAMES RORTY, Westport, Connecticut, addresses RORTY
as "Dear Comrade RO3TY", and enclosed a list of the contacts
of the Communist League throughout the country. This letter
was found in the possession of the applicant at the time of
his arrest at Bl Centro, California, on February 26, 1935.

JAMAS RORTY, in an article appearing in the "New
York Post" on March 2, 1935, refers to his arrest in £1 Centro,
California, and his subsequent expulsion from California,
and explains that he had come into the Imperial Valley as
part of a nation-widc observation tour, snd that the local
authorities iuterpreted his interest in labor relations as
daengerous radicalism, had arrested him and had run him out
of the State. In this article RORTY points out that at the
time of his arrest his car was searched and assorted radical
literature had been taken therefrom. He subsequently mentioned
that the sheriff had retained a list of the subscribers of the
defunct, "Militant", an organ of the no longer existent Com-
munist League of America, forwarded to him by the editor. He
said that the editor had addressed him, then a member of the
now defunct American Workers Party, as "Dear Comrade".

Confidential Informant T-3, of known reliability,
advised on August 9, 1941 that the Trotskyites in the United
States had been expelled from the Communist Party in 1928,
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and had organigzed the Communist League of Amevrica. He went
nn to sav that the policies and principles of the Trotskyites
were generally movre left wing and internationalist in charac-
ter than the policies of tThe SUALIl-controlled Commmist
Party., This informent advised that during the latter part

of 1934 this group annomnced its break with the official
Communist FParty, and issved a c2ll for the formation of a
separate revolutionary pavty in opposition to and against

all reactionary forces, including the Commmist Partyv, U.S.A.

At that time, he said, another revolutionary group,
the American Tiorkers Party, existed, and this group joined
with the Communist Leagve of America and formed the lorkers
Party of the W.S.A. This group, according to the informant,
existed for only a short time, as TI0TLSKY decided that it
should dissolve and its members shovld join the Socialist
Parties in the respective countries. He went on to say that
the ms jority of the members joined the Socialist Party, and
the minority formed the Revolutionary %Workers League of
Amevrica, whose policies were extremely radical and revolution-
ary. In 1939, according to this informant, the xevolutionary
viorkers Lesague of America split into two groups, with each
one maintaining the name, one publishing a pamphlet called
"Revolt", and the other one putting onut "The Fighting Worker".

The aforementioned briefed background information
concerning the Revolntionary ‘orkers League of America is
set forth at this time inasmuch as reference is made to this
arganization later in the repori.

The Jdevolutionary Vorkers League of America uas
been designated by the Attorney General as coming within the
purview of Executive Order 9835. ’

A circular letter dated July 7, 1936, carrying the
letterhead of the "Bocialist Call', official campaign weekly
of the Socialist Party, U.S.A., lists JAMES .i0RTY as a con-
tributor, according to Confidential Informant ¥-4, of known
reliability.

Confidential Informant I-Y, of known reliability,

advises that a solicitation letter dated November 8, 1937
indicates that JAMES 103TY was affiliated with the Fioneer
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Publishers. fConfidential Informant I-5, of known reliability,
has advised that the-Pioneer Publishers is wholly owned and
controlled by the Hocialist Workers Party. The Socialist
VWorkers Party has been designated by the Attorney General as
coming within the purview of Bxecutive Order 93835.

A solicitation letter carrying the letterhead, "Non-
Partisan Committee for Defense of FiED BEAL, 19 West 44th
Street", dated March 17, 1938, lists JAMES RORIY as a member.
This letter states that the committee was formed to seek the
release of FRED BEAL, holding that BEAL's political views and
activities were immaterial to the issue of whether EBEAL was
guilty of murder or not, and that the committee was interested
in preventing an innocent man from being punished for trying
to organize labor. Background information concerning the FRED
BEAL case has been nreviously set forth under the comments of
BENJAMIN STOLBERG.

Confidential Informant T-U4 advised that a handbill
dated March 18, 1938 indicates that JAMES RORTY, writer, was
scheduled to be a speaker at a "Mass Rally Against the Coming
Uar", at the Manhattan Plaza, 66 East 4th Street, New York,
H. Y. This handbill stated that the rally was under the

auspices of the Socialist VWorkers Party, 116 University Place,
New York, N. Y. ‘

JAMuS R0RTY was the signer of a circular letter
dated August 1, 1938 soliciting financial support for the
raising of 2 fund of 200 for bhe repatriation of <USSELL
BLACKUELL, an American militant who had just been released
from Buena Vista Prison in Madrid and was at that time belng
detained at the American Consulate in Valencia. The return
address of this circular was the Demos Press, 28 Bast 1kth
Street, New York, N. Y. The Demos Press, 28 sast 1h4th Street,
was the publisher of "Revolt", the official organ of the
Revolutionary %orkers League of America, information concern-
ing which has been previously set forth in this report.

Concerning RUSSELL BLACHWELL, Confidential Informant
T-6, another govermment agency which conducts security and
intelligepce investigations, in February 1941 advised that
{USSEL;/§§§CKHELL had been a member of the Revolutionary
Workers League of America, which they described as a small
organization, but potent in extreme situstions, and composed
of highly trained leaders formerly of the official Communist
Party.
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Confidential Informant T-6 advised that JAMES iO<TY
was one of the signers of a statement issued in 1939 by the
League for Cultural Freedom and Socialism, which stated in
part, "Tue idea of democracy mst come to flower in a Socialist
Democracy. In the revolutionary reconstruction of society lies
the hope of the world, the promise of a free humanity, a new
art, an unrestricted science." This informant advised that
the League was composed of Trotskyites.

The "Socialist Anpeal', issue of June 6, 1939,
carried an article entitled, "Left Wing Writers Form League,
Issue Manifesto - Condemn Stalinism, EOOK-DEWEY Committee as
Catering to Socialist Reaction", and indicated that thirty
established figures in American intellectual life announced the
forming at that time of the League for Cultural Freedom and
Socialism. The manifesto was addressed to all artists and
writers who are concerned with the present drift of the United
States to reaction and war, and contained the name, JAMES RORTY,
among the first signatories.

The "Socialist Appeal' was published by the Socialist
Workers Party until 1S40 when its name was changed to "The
Militant". It is to be noted that members of the Socialist
Vorkers Party are commonly known as Trotskyites, and that the
Socialist Workers Party comes under the purview of kxecutive
Order 9835.

The suthor, in his article entitled, "Operation
Don2ld Duck", states that during the wid 1S30's he and other
Hew York Socialists and Liberals atteumpted ©o ovgonize a third
force on the intellectual front and called it the League for
Cultural Freedom. In this article he points out that few of
"its members had even been "fellow-travelers”, but that the
organization failed, ostensibly for lack of money but actually
becavse of the inability of its members to "agree on the
obligations entailed by our citizenship in a capitalist demo-~
cracy or on the position occupied by the Communists in the
political spectrum".
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RORTY in his application notes that he is a member
of the Authors League. degarding the Authors League of Americas
Confidential Informant T-22, another government agency which
conduy€ts personnel and secuvltv investigations, advised that
the /Authors League of America is Communist. 1ni11tratea, and
thdt some of its members are known to belong to the Communist
Party. However, according to this informart, membership in
the Authors League of America is not in itself indicative of
Communist Party sympathies.

Confidential Informant T-13, of known relisbility,
advised that he hod known RORTY vears ago, but could not
specifically comment concerning the applicant except to say
that he is generally known in literary circles as being anti-
Communist.

LOUIS E< BUDENZ, Professor at Fordham University,

and formerly editor of the "Daily Vorker", advised SA WILLIAM
J. MC CARTHY that he has known RORTY since the early 1930's
and that aurlng the early 1930's he had visited at the home

of R0RTY prior to his, BUDENZ', entrance into the Communist
Party in 1935. BUDEHZ adv1sed that he had never seen HORTY
after 1935, but heard RORTY mentioned at Communist Party head-
quarters and at the "Daily Worker" as being anti-Communist
and a Trotskyite. BUDENZ advised that he has never heard of
‘R0RTY as being anvthlng except anti-Communist, but that because
of the many years since he has had any contact with RORTY, he
does not feel cualified to comment concerning RORIY's present
polities or lownltw.

JAY DAVID WHITT&KE%/Z;AﬁBWR° celf—confessed Communist
courier, advised SA's THOMAS G. SPE INCEX and FRANCIS X. PLAKY in
1949 that he had first met JAMES 0RTY in 1926 through MICHAEL
#OLD, a well-known Communist, when both RORTY and GOLD had been

edlto”s of the ™New Masses". CHAMBERS went on to say that

RORTY was not a Communist and had never become one. He des-
cribed him "as being some kind of left of center liberal and

I would not think that he was too far left of center'. He said

|

that he has only seen RORTY a half-dozen times thereafter.

. CHAMBERS went on to sav that he believed that R0RTY had been
connected with the Tennessee Valley Authority in recent years
~and had the impression that A0iTY is an anti-Communist.
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A form letter dated ESeptember 27, 1939 on the
letterhead of the "Keep America Out of War Congress", 22
Rast 17th Street, New York, N. Y., refers to JAMES A0XTY

"as being among those present at a meeting on September 21,

1939 of a group of writers and publicists who were in general
agreement with the program of the Leep America Out of War
Congiress. This. group met to discuss how they might be useful
in the fight to stay out of war and refers to the fact that
this group issued a publication called, '"Uncensored".

The letterhead of the "Hew York Committee of the
‘eep America Out of llar Congress', 22 East 17th Street, New
York, N. Y., in September 1940 listed JAMES R0RTY as a member
of the New York Council.

The following information is set out regarding the

“Keep America Out of War Congress: In April 1941 the Keep

Anmerica Out” of War Congress distributed literature in Washing-
ton, D. C. advertising a meeting of the Congress to be held
May 30, 31, and June 1, 1941. This pamphlet reflect that the
KAOUC was launched in 1938 and organized to promote peace, to
extend democracy and to strengthen security against want.

The circular stated that this organization worked for:

l. An amendment to the Constitution to give the
peonle the »ight to vote for war or peace, and
that in the meantime Congress should authorize
an advisory referendum before it votes to declare
war.

2. A negotiated peace, not an appeasement to HITLER's
peace, ‘but a just peace for the belligerents and
the conquered nations.

3. Viorld cooperation among nations with justice for
all.

4. An extension of democracy, civil liberties, and
security at home.

The circular advised that the organization works
against:

1. Armamenteconomy.
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Among the members of the Governing Committee of mc
was listed NORMAN.PAOMAS, a leading figure in the Soclalist Party, U.Seh.

In June 1941, Confidential Informant T-6 advised that the
KAOWC was an anti-war, anti-convoy, and anti-British organization,
and was comnected with the Second National Anti~Jar Congress held
in Washington, May 30 to June 1, 1941, This congress, according to
the informant, was sponsored by the Anti~War Group headed by America First.

A solicitation letter dated June 3, 1941 on the letter=
head of the "Committee for Wmergency Aid to Refugees" lists JAMES
RORTY as a sponsor. The letter indicates that the Commitiee for
Emergency Aid to Refugees was a non-partisan body which was appealing
for medicine, clothing, food, and money to help anti-Fascist refugees

in Europe.

The letterhead of the tlew rorld Resettlement Tund, Inel,
2 Jjest L4 Street, Yew York, ¥. Y., in January 1941 listed JAMRS
RORTY as being one of the people behind this fund. A pamphlet isaned
by this organization indicated that its purpose was to afford Spanish
refugees a place of refuge in Ecuador.

¥iss SUZANHE LA FOLLETITE, previously referred to in this

Extension of conscription or allowing it to
become permanent in peace time.

Dangerous legislation that will draw us closer
to the war.

Intolerance, racial discrimination, denial of
workers! rights, and infringement of freedom of
speech.

report, advised that the New {orld Resettlement Fund had as its
aim the rssettlement of Ruropean refugees in Central and 3outh

America, and was not made up of any particular political or ideological

group.
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The letterheads and circulars of the Workers Defense
League in 1941, 1942 and 1943 list JAMES S0RTY as a member of
the National Committee. The House Committee on Un-iswerican
Propaganda Activitics in its 1938 report, page 678, reported
that "just as the Communist Farty has as its defense movement
the International Labor Defense, so has the Socialist Party
the Vorkers Defense League. The latter organization was formed
in May 1936 by leading members of the Socialist Party. The
Bxecutive Committee of the League is --- composed of Socialists
and extreme left wingers'.

The "Daily Worker", issue of December 16, 1944+, con-
tained an article by DOROTHY LOEB in which it was stated that
"the League, which is solidly controlled by Irotskyites, NOIMAN
THOMAS Socialists, and Social Democrats, has long since estab-
lished its direction. This can be summed up in the simple re-
minder that this is the organization that is leading a fight
in behalf of the eighteen Minneapolis Trotskyites jailed under
federal conviction for sedition'. ‘

The "Daily Worker" is a daily East Coast Communist
nevspaper.

, Confidential Informant T-8, of known reliability,
advised in 1946 that the Workers Defense League was a front
organization for the WOIMAN THOMAS Socialists.

A letter from Cooperative Distributors, 30 Lrving
Place, Hew Yorlk, H. Y., datcd Qctober 25, 193%, and addressed
to r, JAMES R0aTY, General Delivery, Chicago, Illinois, was
found in the applicant's possession at the time of his arrest
in Bl Centro, California, on February 26, 1935.

[ 4
Confidential Informant T-9, of known reliability, who
is well-acquainted with business concerns in the New York area,
advised that the Cooperative Distributors was an organization
incorporated in November 1932, and is owned and operated by its
member buyers.

Confidential Informant T-10, of known reliability,
advised in 1942 that JAMES R0RTY had been a conservative member
- of the Board of Directors of Cooperative Distributors. The
informant went on to say that at its inception the Cooperative

s
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Distributors was completely free of Communist Party domination,
but that constant efforts had been made by the Communists to
infiltrate between 1937 and 1941. This informant said that at
this time seven of the fifteen directors were "extremely left
wing", and this informant advised that in 1942 the conservative
members of the board, JAMES R0RTY among them, had wanted to
liquidate the organization because of the control by this
Communist element. -

The letterhead of the "Post-War World Council', 112
Hast 19th Street, New York, N. Y,, in 1942 ligted JAMES RORTY
as being a member of the National Committee.

Mr. GEORGE J. MsNTZER, American Jewish Committee,
39 Broadway, New York, N. Y., advised SA W. PAUL MC WHORTER
in 1944 that the~Fost-War World Council was formerly known as
the~Provincial Committee for Democratic Peace and "Keep America
Out of War Committee or Congress". He said the members of the
organization were to fight against war and to fight more for
democracy at home.

Confidential Informant T-11, of unknown reliability,
advised that the Fost-War ¥World Council was formed about 1941
by NORMAIN THOMAS. This informant advised that it was a pacifist
organization and has distributed literature to that effecti
The informant went on to sav that its activities centered around
KORMAN THOMAS and it was undoubtedly a Socialist front for those
who had been opposed to our participation in the war and are
generally known to have entertained pacifist tendencies.

''he Fost-War Vorld Council was the publisher of
10RILY's pamphlets entitled, "Brother Jim Crow", in 1943, and
"Saboteurs of Vietory", in 1945.

"Brother Jim Crow" is a pamphlet describing the present
status of the negro in American industry, and decries the dis-
crimination existing in many American industries. The article
discusses the Fair Employment Practices Committee and sets out
progress made in opening industries for negro employment.

"Saboteurs of Victory", written by AO0RIY in conjunction
with one IdVIEg%BAﬁBHOP, is a pamphlet which discusses the danger
of returning séldiers being anti-labor in attitude because of
unfavorable publicity given labor during the war.
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A solicitation letter dated December 1, 1942 carry-
ing the letterhead of the "National Committee of the Civil
Rights Defense Committee", 160 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.,
lists JAMES R0RTY as a member of this committee. This letter
announces that an operetts was to be held to raise funds for
Christmas presents for the children of the defendants in the
Minneapolis sedition trisl. It noted that it had been a year
since the eighteen CIO trade unionists and Socialist Workers
Party members had been convicted.

Confidential Informant T-6 advised in 1942 that
JAMES RORTY was a member of the MHationsl Committee of the
Civil Rights Defense Committee, and described this organiza-
tion as a group which sought to aid the followers of TR0TSKY,
who were being tried for sedition in Minneapolis. This infor-
mant advised that the inclusion of RORTY's name on such a
committee indicated that 303TY was not a supporter of the
Communist Party whichn opposed the defendants.

A form letter dated August 26, 1943 lists JAMES
RORTY as a member of the National Committee of the Civil
Rights Defense Committee. This letter headed "Help Free
KELLY POSTAL" solicited funds to aid KSLLY POSTAL.

Confidential Informant T-12, of known reliabiligty,
advised that KELLY-FOSTAL had been a member of the Socialist
Workers Party who was a union official of the Minneapolis
Teamsters Local 5h4+-CIO, who was convicted of embezzlement
of union funds in 1943. This informant furthgr advised that
the Civil Rights Defense Committee was a Socialist VWorkers
Party front organization.

Confidential Informant T-14%, a municipal agency
which conducts security investigations, advised thet JAMES
RORTY's name appeared on the sponsors' list of the CARLO TRESC
HMemorial Meeting held at Webster Hall, New York City, on
Januarv 11, 1945.

Confidential Informant T-15, of known reliability,

advised that CARLC TRESCA, born in Italy in" 1879, had come to
the United States in 1904, and has through the years been
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considered an anarchist and labor agitator. TALSCA was the
editor of "Il Martello", an anarchist newspaper published in
New York City. According to this informant, TRESCA was anti-
Fascist and anti-Communict, and that he was assassinated in
New York City on Janusary 11, 1943.

Confidential Informants T-16, T-17, T-18, T~19, T-20
and T-21, of known reliability, who are well-acquainted with
the more prominent Commuvnists in the New York area, could fur-
nish no information concerning JAMES 30XTY.

Confidential Informant T-22 advised that they could
add no additional pertinent information to that already knowm.

Mp. HOWARD BELL, Postmaster, Wog#stock, Mew York,
advised SA LOUIS P. HURLEY that Mrs. BVYBLEALD, The applicant's
sister, lived alone on the loodstock Wedt Hurley sfoad, and is
regarded as being of questionable mentality, He said that he
is not acquainted with the applicant and knew of nothing which
would reflect on the loyalty of the applicant's sister.

Mr. RICHARD BAONSON, Assistant to the Postmaster,
furnished the same information concerning Yrs. BVa BEARD.

- Mr. BELL advised that lrs. MARTAK BULLARD, anothar
sister of the applicant who resided in lioodstock, hag recently
died. !rs. BULLARD was a writer who kept to herself, and
nothing of a derogatory nature had ever come to his attention.

Hiss GRACE RYmx, kiddletowa Jigh cchool, advised
SA HURL&Y that JAMNES ROALY hed graduated from the high school
in 1903, She said that the A0ALY family had been prominent in
the community and had enjoyed an excellent reputation in all
respects. ©She sald that the applicant had not lived in Middle-
town since his youth, and she could, therefore, not comment
concerning him. She stated one sister of R0RTY had recently
died and that another still resided in the vicinity.

Confidential Informant T-23, of known reliability,

advised ‘that Mrs. EVA BEARD had been a patient at the Hospital
for the Insane in Middletown in 1942 and 1943, and went on to
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say that she had been committed because of "delusions",:but that
she had bheen released after making a satisfactory adjustment.
This informant went on to say that Mrs. BEA#D's maternal aunt,
three paternal uncles, as well as a deceased brother, whose
names were not known to him, had been lusane., IThis luformant
went on to say that he had known the RORTY family from its
long residence in Goshen and Middletown and advised that it
was a prominent and well-known family. This informant related
that the family was regarded as "brilliant intellectually" and
also as "eccentrie". He went on to say that he could not
amplify or be specific in his comments. This informant further
statrl that he is not acquainted with the.applicant or his wife
i nmd never heard anything which would reflect adversely on
lovalty of anv of the members of the R0ATY family.

CREDIT

Records of the Credit Bureau of Greater lMew York,
chea’ad e SA| |reflect a satisfactory credit
rating- ©n0 R0RTY and his wife, and contain no pertinent infor-
mati:m ng w~ their background.

. LZOLARD BELMORE, Identification Officer, Ulster
County {no»iy?'s Office, Kingston, New York, advised oA LOUIS E.
HUORLEY 5he i tiere is no commercial credit check available on
resideni: ~f . nodstocl, New. York.

CRIMINAL

~ecords of the ilew Yor'™ Citv rolice Deperiment,
checked by SA ATIGUST J. MICEK, contain no criminal record for
RO3TY or his wife.

Mr., LEONARD BELMORE, Identification Officer, Ulster
County Sheriff's Office, Kingston, Kew York, advised SA HURLEY
that he could locate no criminal record on the applicant or Mrs.
BULLARD or Mrs. BEARD, the sisters of the applicant.

Detective Sergeant DONALD B. YO2K, Middletown Police
Department, advised SA HURLEY that he could locate no arrest
record on the applicant or his family.

-~ REFHERRED UPON COMPLETICH TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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ADITHISTIATIVE PAGE (Cont'd)

which devotes space to Jilis RORTY awmong other Americans.
Issues of this rublication were forwarded to the Bureau by
letter of August 26, 1942. It is requested that the Bureau
review the appropriate section of this magazine for informa-
tion contained therein concerning JAMES RORTY.

The material contained in New York letter of
April 17, 1926 in the case entitled, "Re: Communist Acti-
vities, lew York File 61-3", has been destroyed. It is
therefore requested that the Bureau review this letter for
information concerning JAMES R0RIY.
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COHFIDSHTIAL IKFORMAWTS )

The identities of the Confidential Informants men-~
tioned in the renort of SA JOHN B. BJORKLUWD, Ji., dated at
New York, February 6, 1951, are as follows:

T-1
| Wew York, N. Y.
T2 Confidential Informant
who was mentioned in the report of
SA F. H. SCHMIDT, dated January 29,
- 1941, at Chicago, entitled, "National
Committee for the Defense of Political
¢ Prisoners'.
T-3 who furnished the infor-
mation To The Detroit Office August 9,
1941, in connection with the case en-
titled, "Hevolutionary Workers League
of “merica'. b6
Tk Buresn lotter i 11 e - b/C
- iresy leotter in instant case. 57D
T-5
T-6 ONI, 3d FKaval District.
T-7 s known to the Bureau.
T-8 - \
\4, \ tiew York,
N. Y.
$T-9 [ 1
HoLo [ew Y b Yool {
ew York., N. Y.,
-38-
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CLIFIDANTIAL INFOIMALTS (Cont'd)

I

[Kew York, H. Y.

[Eew IOTK CIUY FOIICE Départmenc,

Bureau of Special Services and Investiga-
tion, New York City Police Department,
contacted by SA AUGUST J. MICEK.

Bureau leftter to leow Vv rk, J'anuary 28,
1943, re

contacted by Sa
contacted by SA
contacted by SA
contacted by SA
contacted by SA
contacted by SA

G-2, 1st Army Headquarters, Governors lsland,
contacted by SA JOHN J. DIXSON.

A\

[Middletown, New York.

Information furnished the Washington Field
Office by Confidential Informant 5-3, which
supposedly came from a report furnished the
Japanese Consul in Los ingeles by an employvee
of Amtorg during 1938. Authenticity of this
report was not established. See report of

SA R, W. WALL, dated August 25, 1941, at
VWashington, D. C., re Amtorg Irading Corpora-
tion.

b6
b7C
b7D
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STANDARD FORM No. 64

0-1

Oﬁc 4 M€ 77201 u%d%m e UNITED STA&“ESE GOVER NT
) pame: & Em &)

The deadline in this case has bassed and the Bureau has not
received g report. You are instructed to immediately submit

a report. In the event a report has been submitteqd

Report submitted_“n““""““““

Report will be submitteq _

Reason for delay . :

=

L MAT 2 LORNEE -

--------

() Advise Bureau when report- may be expected,

(L¥/’Surep immediately,
(Pla‘c:aes,r) Y his f a ret to the B Ntth’t%%ﬁl
L Vit ySEcyel "0 S orm an return (o} e ureau. ote on e P e al,
12 [N AAPILE OOt

eipt and acknowledgment of this communication 1

/ Z« —S 7 ? U. S GOVERNHENT PRINTIR™ OFFICE 16—062635-1
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Date: Tebroary 21, 1951 PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
BY SPECIAL MESSENGER

To: Mr. Donald L. Nicholson

Chief

Divigion of Security

Department of State

515 Twenty-second Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C.

From: John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Subject:  giema wrocroK SoRTE

GPECGIAL 3 "H,,;UI’.{Y = STATE DEPASTMERT
Publlc Tan hOT, T0th Conrrese
(ﬂﬁﬂ' £ oK “‘3:{“1&)

There are transmitted herewith leven reports covering the
investigation conducted by this Bureau concerning the above-named person:

Applicant was first associated with Communist Groups in late 1920 and
early 1930's. He then became agsociated with Socialist Workers Party Groups
and later Socialist Groups. See pages 29 through 3L of the New York report.

Information re assoc¢iation with Socialist Groups is left in to show
" his political changes.

Tolson .
Ladd U D) X
Slery, . !

|

Glavin P o g‘“‘;ﬁ T l

1 85 L ,\‘ R L ATt 14
Hosen i LIS . %x ’
Tracy % "7-:} L‘ﬁ . v,

18, Room
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"~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

¥Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BURFEAU FLE no. 1012622
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN 10D FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY

MADE

2/18,20,21,25,,29/50;
WESHINGION, D.C. | 2/15/51 12,6 ’9,11,13.17,  ELSUM G. HEDGES, SA  1bh

TITLE 19 3 26 27, 2 9751 CHARACTER OF CASE
SPECTAL INCUIRY, STATE

JAMES HAMCOCK RORTY i’ DEPARTMENT, Public Law LO2
aka James Rorty, James He Rorty 80th Gongress

(VOICE OF AMERICA) /

.. | sYNoPsis oF FACTS: . . i o BACTTEL ey o o p L
Background information from "tho's Who in - 77T ow gif esltbit
: od k3

America" set forthe Files of Security e, T

Division, Department of State, contain a f:-‘;-;;';:,' R
form number 57 in which applicant furnished, - P PSSl
following information: Resigned as editor R PR AWinY
in 1926 from "New Masses", described herein, N
because of "political differences®; furn- *
ished answer of '"no" to Question related to

being member of CP or any Communist organ~

. \ ization; served during 1932 and 1933 as
Secretary of League of Professional Groups , 5 h&

h o for FOSTER and FORDee."Tried to work in a b

‘% »° kind of united front in the CPY; 'resigned i.‘ LU

e and denounced the CP in 1933." Book by RORTY lg‘ \
Lo entitled "hhere Life is Better" in 1936, con~

(_) e tains following comments: RORTY stated he

\%b appreciated the compliment that an individual

was convinced he was a "Revolutionary", a
"Communist", but he is not a member of the CP;
stated he held “"radical and social views" to
which he was fully entitled; stated he was
-}, convinced an American writer cannot fully dig—
ackwer l CC /4o ot charge rouponsibilities if he accepts the
REP. REC'D. ;—‘—b»-——-‘ﬁ-—-—*- discipline of any revolutionary party or the
RE”'T I’"’I “’u% implicit bribes involved in the acceptance of
BYL . o A well paid literary employment offered to him
under Capitalism; has at various times attempted
to aid and support the activities of the CP and

the Workers' Party and shall continue to do soj gg
“‘;‘LR,S,;,’EQ;‘E‘?," ,ﬁf/ W - SP““%“‘; s B DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES Q‘;'
¥ ————
S e 0y

B VAR B NTCORDED - 45 1

) COPIES OF THIS REPORT i ' iKDE(ED .
2 T B iapamariet 1
3 - Burean © MAR 26 1981 /71\1\( |
1 - Washington Field L 79 '\ ,

T e - PEm

g0 8 o g Y \

PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CURFIDENTHAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENT{ ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FB! AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED.

U S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16~50255-1
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his function is to tell the truth, for example,
telling that the CP does not always tell the

truth; has great respect for many members and
sympathizers of the (P, but disagrees profomdly
with many of their politics and itactics; for this
he has been denounced in the Communist press as

a "counter-revolutionary." Relating to the

question of "Why build a revolutionary movement?"
stated that the utter bankruptcy and chaos of the
Capitalist economy and Capitalist culture is
imminent; it is therefore necessary to erect
scaffolding of a revoluticnary receivership to

take over the bankruptey; stated it is not true
that revolutionaries destroy the State power; social
revolutionaries can and do take power only when the
Capitalistic State has destroyed itself. RORTY,

in an article in 1947 entitled "To a 'Friend of the
Sovietst! ¥, admonishes individual for accepbting arnd
believing "Communist propaganda'; states he knows
the individual to be misinformed and deceived.
Reference LEVINE recommends. T-1 of unknown
reliability, advised in 1942 that RORTY said he

was never a Communist but had worked for the CP;

T~1 also stated in 1942 RORTY's attitude indicated
he favored the "New Order in Germany%. IYiles of
WPD contain copy of letterhead, dated July 19, 1933,
bearing the name of JAMTS RORTY, of the National
Cormitboe for the Defencze of Political Prisoners,
which Lac been decoribed within purview of Imeccuiive
Crder 9835. Files of HCOUA reflect JAMES TORTY licted
as contributer to the followirg periodicals described
herein: "The Liberator", "Voice of Labor", and *New
Masses", TFiles of HCUA also reflected pamphlet

published in 1932 for the League of Professional Groups

for FOSTER and FORD, which pledged the support in
the national election to the CP and its candidates,
included the name of JAMES RORTY. Files of CEC and
G-2 contain no additional pertinent information not
otherwise set forth in this report. Passport issued
RORTY in December, 1950 for the purpose of travel to
South America. T-2, of unknown reliability, advised
in 1932 that JAMFES RORTY, Secretary of the League

of Professional Groups, was associated with a
"Hunger March" to Washington, D. C. in which part
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of the participants wcre members and organizers
of the CP. TFiles of Credit Burea negative.
T-3, of known reliability, who has a personal
knowledge of many national and local Communists,
advised RORTY is not known to him as a member
of the CP. Other confidential informants, con-
versant with activities of the CP, can furnish
no information concerning RORTY.

- RUC ~

REFERENCES: Bureau file 123-7248.
Bureau letter dated December 12, 1950.
New Haven letter dated December 1k, 1950.
New York letter dated Jamary 5, 1951.

DETATLS: AT WASHINGTON, D.C.

The 1950-1951 edition of "Who's Who in America" contains
the following information concerning JAMES RORTY, idenbified as
born March 30, 1890; author of "Children of the Sun,"1926, "Our
Masterts Voice", l93h’,"“"‘5rder on the Air%, 1934, "Where Life is
Better®, 1936, “American Medicine Mobolizes",1939, and "Tomorrow's
Food" (with J. PHILIP NORMAN), 19L7.

he Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature", maintained
by the Library of Congress, which contains an index to certain
periodicals,reflects that more than one hundred fifty articles and
poems had been written under the name of JAMES RORTY from 1915 to
1950. These poems and articles appeared in the following magaziness
Nation, Literary Digest, Survey, Century, Sunset, Harper's Magazine,
Saturday Review of Literature, Overland Monthly, Independent, New
Republic, American Mercury, Commonwealth, Parents' Magazine, Poetry,
Forum, Current History, Scholastic, Collier's, ILadies Home Journal,
Science Digest, and Reader's Digeste.

Files of the Security Division, Department of State con-
tain an application form number 57, dated October 10, 1950, signed
by JAMES RORTY, which included the following information: Editor
from 192l to 1926 for "New Masses" and “resigned because of political
differences"; contains answer of 'no" relating to question M"are you
now or have you ever been a member of the Communist Party in the
U.SeAs, oOr any Communist organigzations?"; "for about 9 months from
Sept., 1932 to May, 1933, I was Secretary of the League of Profess-
Tonal Groups for FOSTER and FORD (after the 1932 election, the

= G =
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League of Professional Groups. This was a collection of writers,
artists, teacherc, liberal and socialist, who tried to work in a
kind of wmited front with the Communist rarty. oot of them fought
with the CP hacks (BROWDIR and HATHAWAY especially, almost from

the beginfing. Much of my knowlecge of Communist ideas and tactics,
which would be useful in this job, was obtained during this period.
T resigned and denounced the CP in May, 1933."

The Communist Party has been declared within the purview of
fxecutive Order 9835.

"ew Masses" was described as a "Communist periodical® by
isttorney General FRANCIS EIDDLE, as set forth in the Congressional
Record on September L, 1542,

Report dated iarch 29, 194k of the Special Committee on
Un-American Activities describes "New Masses! as the ™national

circulated weekly journal of the Communist Party, whose ownership
is vested in the American Fund for Public Service.

=" yhere Life is Retter", copyrighted in 1936, is the only
beok by RORTY reviewed by the writer. A chapter in this book entitled
"Bread and Butter Letter" consisted in its entirety of a letter from
EORTY to ™Mfr. ROBERT WARE, Sheriff of Imperial County, (the lowest
down sheriff's office in the world) Hl Centro, Calif.", which has
as » salutabion "Dear Comrade Ware." This lebter was apparently
vritten as a result of PORTY's having been in the *1 Centro jail
Anring a strike of tetbuce pasher: in 193, which ROPTY allegedly
was duly authorized to couver &o 2 Jowrpalist for two publicaviiiie
The following statement appears on page 318:; "You are comvinscd,
Comrade Vare, that I was a Hevolubtlonary, 2 Cormmunist. I appreciate
the compliment, I assure you, bub in all fairnmess I must decline it.
T am not a member of the Communist Party, or the Vorkers! Party, or
of any other revolutionary group."

The following statement appears on page 320: "I was exactly

what I described myself to be: a writer employed, at the moment, %o

do a particular job of reporting. Over and above that, T was a

fnited States citizen, holding racial and social views to which T

was fully entitled, under the law, to hold and express. I happen

to believe that a writer owes a responsibility to the written word

which he cannot violate without stultifying himself and destroying

his usefulness to civilization and I am convinced that at present,

-4 -
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and for the immediatc futnre, an American writer cannot fully dis-
charge that responsibility if he accepts Lue discipline of any
existing revolutionary party or the implicit bribes involved in

the acceptance of most of the well paid literary employment offered
to him under Capitalisme

WAt various times I have attempted to aid and support the
activities of the Communist party, the lorkers! Party, and the
Socialist Party and shall continue to do so, but not at the sacrifice
of my particular function, which is to tell the truth as I see it.
Telling the truth means, for instance, telling that the Communist
Party does not always tell the truth. It means repudiating the lie
as a tactic, whether used by Capitalists, Fascists, Socialists or
Communists, or whatever faction.

Do I make myself clear, Comrade Ware? I have made myself
very clear to the Communist Party, for many of whose members and
sympathizers I have great respect, although I disagree profoundly
with many of their politics and tactics. For this I have been
denounced in the Lommunist press as !'eounter-revolutionary, potential
Tascistt', ebtec. - factional canards that no intelligent person takes
seriously, not even their Party disciplined authors., They have not
deterred me from continuing to point out that the !ends-justify-the-~
means! philosophy to validate such tactics is not truly Communistic
but fanatizal, Jesuitical and highly dangerous to the building of a
scund rrvolutionary movement.

"By this time, Oomrade Viare, L imagliic I3 are nrethty much
btewildereds You are asking - Uihy build a revolution2ry movement at
all? Because the utter bankruptcy and chaos of the Capitalist
economy and the Capitalist culbure is, in my opinion, imminent. Tt
is therefore necessary to erect the scaffolding of a revolutionary
receivership that will be strong enough, and sound enough, and honest
enough to take over the bankruptcy and exercise sanely and creatively
the power that the logic of events will ultimately place in its hands.

3

1Tt is not true that revolutionaries destroy the 3tate power,

Comrade Ware. Social revolutionaries can and do take power only when
the Capitalist State destroys itself, when power and responsibility
are to be had almost for the asking, and when only revolationaries have
enough moral and intellectual integrity left to esssy the gigantic
task of reconstruction.

-5 -
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The Workers! Party of ‘merica has been declared within the
purview of Executive Order 9835. .

An article entitled "To a 'Friend of the Soviets!' " by JAMES
RORTY in the CommonwealthMagazine of Jamary 10, 1947 is the only
article by RORTY reviewed by the writer. In this article, RORTY
admonishes an American citizen for apparently accepting and believing
"Communist propaganda’ and as beccming a functioning part of the
"disposable apparatus of Communist propaganda and pressure in this
.country®. In this article, RORTY concluded that he quite definitely
knows this individual to be misinformed and deceived.

EEFERENCE

ISAAC DOW IEVINE, 3029 Cambridge Place, Newis, advised he
has known the applicant well for eight years although he possibly
met him for the first time approximabely twenty-five years ago. He
said he became well acquainted with RORTY in gpproximately 1943,
when RORTY collaborated with and assisted RUTH MITCHELL, the sister
of General BILLY MITCHFILL, in the editing of a book about Yugoslavia.
IRVIFE said this book was strongly “anti~Tito", explaining he meant
it was strongly ‘anti-Conmunist.” LEVIFE added that RORTY recently
cuiiploted an article cuncerning race riots at Peekskill, Wew York
which was also strongly "anti-fommunist¥®. LEVII stated thab the
publication “Plain Truth" has published seversl arti eles written Ly
BORTY. He stated that RORTY is "well marked" in his writings as
an "anti-Communist", and that during his close acquaintance with
RORTY during the past eight years, he has found him to be consistently
Manti-Communist®. He stated RORTY is very honest, sincere, ard he
hss no hesitation in recommending him for a position of trust with the
Governmenb. He added that he knows nothing unfavorable concerning
RORTY.

Relating to the identity of ISAAC DON IEVINE, The Hearings
Regarding Communist Espionage in the U.S. Government, 80th Congress,
before the Committee on Un-imgrican Activities, reflects that on
Decemember B8, 198 ISAAC DON' LEVINE described himself in testimony
as a writer and editor, having written books dealing with the history
of the Russian Revolution. He stated that since Cctober, 1946, he has
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edited an "anti~Cormunist and anti~-Fascist political review of strong
liberal, true literal tendencies™ named "Plain Talk", He further
advised he arranged for an interview of JAY [MIITTAKER CHAMBIRS on
September 2, 1939 with ATIOLPH PTRLE, the Assistant Secrctary of State,
and accompanied CHA}BURS when CHAMBHRS related to BIRLE his knowledge
of persons iu the United States “overnment who were Commnists or

has Communists sympathies.

MISCELLANEONS

The following information was received in 1942:

T-1 became acquainted with RORTY through her husband who
had gone to school with RORTY; T~l's family and RORTY's family both
later lived in Comnecticut and visited one another on widely separated
occasions; T-l stated that she did not know where RUORTY worked during
this period, which was during the early 1930's, but he worked for the
Communist Party, presumably out of New York at one time. T=l stated
this informetion was secured from her husband and she does not know
where her husband secured the information; T-l stated she was never
very friendly with RORTY and knew nothing of his personal life. T=l
stated she later moved to jashington, N. C. and that during the Winters
of 1941 and 1942, RORTY made frequent trips to .ashinzton on business,
although she did not know with vhom the business was related. RORTY
had little money at thst time and T-l permitted him to stay in her
home in order to reduce expenses. RORTY stated during this time that
he believed the "New Order " would work in Europe and, although he was
careful not to say whether he sympathized with the "New Order of
Germany", his whole attitude and implications were that he did favor it.
In Februsry, 1042, RORTY made statements to T-l "against the Roosevelt
family® spd said it they had been fostering Communism in this ccuntry,
and that the Communists woald ooy hove the combry undsr their con-
trol which will be « g-bional calamity. T-1 replied to this statement
by saying that she thought RORTY was a Communist, and he said he was
never a Communist but only worked for the Communist Party.

Confidential informant T-l was currently recontacted and
stated she could furnish no additional pertinent information concerning
the applicant!s loyalty to the United States. T~l stated her husband
is not available for interview due to his presently being in Germany,
She stated that in 1942 she came to the conclusion that the applicant
sympsthized with the Nazi regime in Cermany, although he had previously
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indicated that he had been employed by the Communist Party. She
said that she had no faith in the integrity of any individual whose
sympathies varied to that extent and, for that reason, she could
not recommend him for a position of trust with the Government. 3he
added that she has not seen the applicant since 1942.

The files of the iashington Police Deparlment contained a
copy of a letterhead,dated July 19, 1933,0f the "National Committee
for the Defense of Political Prisoners." The name of JAMES RORTY
was included on this letterhead under the heading "Nabional Committech.

National Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners has
been declared as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835,

The files of the Washington Police Departaent contain no
additional pertinent infomation concerning JAMES RORTY not otherwise
set forth in this report.

The files of the House Committce on Un-American Activities
contain card records reflecting that one JAMES RORTY contributed to
the publication "The Iiberator" in issues for July, 1922, June, 1923,
September, 1923, February, 1924, and June, 192k.

The report of the Special Committee on Un-American .ctivities,
dated June 25, 1942, describes "The Liberator® as a "Communist magazine".

Files of the House Committee on Un-American Activities also
contain a card record reflecting that one JAIES RIEIY was a contributer
to the issuve dated May 5, 1922 of the "Veice of Libon®.

A report of the Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities,
dated fpril 1, 1947, describes the "Voice of Labor" as the "official
organ of the Workers' Party of America.®

The files of the House Commitiee on Un—-Amerdican Activities con-—
tain issues of the publication, "New Masses", for September, 1927, June,
1928, and July, 1932. The name of JAMES RORTY is listed as a contribubing
editor in the issue of June, 1928, and as a contributer in the issues
of September, 1927 and for July, 1932.

"New Masses" and the Torkers' Party of America have previously
been described in this report.

-8 -
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The files of the House Committee on in-American Lctivities
include Appendix IX, "Communist front Organizations," of the Special
Committee on Un-American Activities, 78th Congress. On page 1000
of !ppendix IX, there is included a pamphlet entitled "Culture and
the Crisis" pnblished in 1932 for the Leagne of Profecsional Croups
for FOSTER and FORD, in which "support in the national election to
the Communist Party and its candidates, WILLIAM Z.FOSTER and JAMES
W. FORD", was pledged. The name of one JAMES RORTY is included in a
list of names in this pamphlet beneath the above mentioned pledge.

Files of the Civil Service Commission and G-2, Department
of the Amy, contain no additional pertinent information concerning the
applicant not otherwise set forth in this report.

The files of the Passport Division, Department of State,
reflect that passport number NY 21871 was issued to JAMES HANCOCK
RORTY on December 22, 1950, Application for this passport reflects
that he was born on March 30, 1890 at Middletown, New York; that he
intended to depart from New York on January 5, 1951 for travel to
Honduras, Guatemala, Mexico, El Salvador, and Costa Rica. The appli-
cation reflects the purpose of this travel to be "business and writing
report for United Fruit Company®, and that the travel will extend for
a period of two months. No unfavorable information was noted in the
files

Confidential informant T-2, of unknown reliability, advised
that a "Hunger March' to Washington, D. €. was staged in December, 1932
in which part of the participants were members and organizers of the
Communist Party. T-2 stated that the members of the League of Prof-
essional Groups, previously mentioned in this report, handled publicity
aud other mabiers in comnection with the “tlarchf. Ile vald that die
Secrevary of the League of Professional Geroups, JALES RORTI, appedled
to the participating marchers to keep notes of happenings during the
"March". He added that JAMES RORTY was in Washington, D. C. after the
marchers reached Washington, D. C.

The files of the {redit Bureau contained no record of RORTY.

Confidential informant T-3, of known reliability, who was for
some years extremely active in the affairs of the Communist Party and
has a personal knowledge of many national and local Comaunists, advised
that RORTY is not known to him as a member of the Communist Party.

Uonfidential informants T-l, T-5, and T~6, of known reliability,
who are conversant with the activities of the Communist Party in this
area, advised that they could furnish no information concerning RORIZY.

~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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ADMINTSTRATIVE PAGE

It is noted that reference Bureau lectter reflects that the
name of JAMES RORTY zppears in Dies Committee Report Number one,
pages 380 and 530. The information on page 380 is the same inform-
ation as set forth in the details of this report from Appendix IX from
HCUA. The information on page 530 is not considered pertinent for
insertion in the details of this report since it reflects that the
name of JAMES RORTY is included on a committee which is listed therein
as affiliated with the American Civil Liberties Unione.

It is noted that the report of Special Agent THOMAS G. SPENCER,
dated May 11, 1949 at New York, New York, entitled in part "JAY DAVID
WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, Perjury, Espionage - R, reveals that CHAMBERS
advised Special Agent THOMAS G. SPENCER in 1949 that he would describe
JAMTS RORTY as being Yscme kind of left of center liberal, and I would
not think that he was too far left of centers...It is also my impression
that he is anti-Communist."

It is noted that Bureau letter dated June 17, 1942, entitled
WJAMES RORTY, Internal Security, Hatch Act", reflects that Dr. RAY DAVIS,
of the Smithsonian Institution, furnished information to the Bureau to the
effect that RORTY had made a number of inflammatory and radical state—~
ments which were extremely pro-Russian and, at the same time, critical
of the United States. These statements were allegedly made in the home
of T-l. This information was not set forth in the details of this re-
port cince Pureau letter dated June 17, 1942 reflects he declined to
give the exact content of RORTY'!s statements, advising that T-1 had
uade carcful note of the statements.

T-1 currently advised that Dr. RAY DAVIS is a Professor at
an unknown university on the Pacific Coast and she does not know his
present address. T=1 also currently advised that RORTY did not make
Ipro-Russian! statements or statements critical of the United States
at the dinner party in 1942, which Dr. DAVIS attended, but instead
was "anti~-Communist" at that time.

T-1l advised she did not desire to furnish a signed statement
or appear before a Loyalty Hearing Board. This information was not
placed in the details of this report since it was not considered pert—
inent inasmuch as she furnished no substantive loyalty information
concerning RORTY which did not appear in the book entitled "lhere
Iife is Better'" as set forth in this report.

Credit Bureau was checked by Special Employee| |
Passport Division was Gheckdd by Special Employee
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CONFIDENT IAL INFORNANTS

who currently
advised that her husband is employed by the State
Department in Germany, and who requested that her
idertity not be diwvulged.

Reports relating to the "Hunger March" incidents dated
in December, 1932, photostatic copies of which were

furnished to this office by the Bureau in instant case.

I!.S contacted by Special Agent.
hs conbacted by Special Agent

L as contacted by Special Agen

hs cortacted by Special Agent JOSEPH KELLER.

bo
b7C
b7D

b6
biC

b7D




WFO 101-2622

edited an #auli-Communist and anti-Fascist political review of strong

" liberal, true liberal tendencies! named "Plain ‘ruth®. ile further

advised he arranged for an interview of JAY WHITTAKER CHAMBERS on
September 2, 1939 with ADOLPH PERLE, the Assistant Secretary of Stote,
and accompanied CHAMBERS when CHAMBERS related to BFRLE his knowledge
of persons in the United States Govermment who were Cormunists or
had Conmunist sympathies.

- H

| MISCELLANEOUS

During the portion of investigation by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation in 1942, confidential informant T-1, of unknown
reliability, furnished the following information concerning the
applicant:

T=-1l became acquainted with RORTY through her husband who
had gone to school with RORTY; T-l's family and RORTY's family both
later lived in Connecticut and visited one another on widely separated
occasions; T-l stated that she did not know where RORTY worked during
this period, which was during the early 1930!s, but he worked for the
Commmist Party, presumsbly out of New York at one time, T-1 stated
this information was secured from her husband and she does not know
where her husband secured the information; T-1 stated she was never
very friendly with RORTY and knew nothing of his personal life. T-1
stated che later moved to Tishington, De 0. and that during the Winters
nf 1941 and 1942, RUxii made froguent trips to Washington on bus iness,
although she did not know with whom the business was relatede EIET
had little money at that time and T-l permitted him to stey in ler
home in order to reduce expenses. RORTY stated during this time that
he believed the "New Order" would work in Burope and, although he was
careful not to say whether he sympathized with the "New Order of
Germany", his whole attitude and implications were that he did favor ite
In February, 1942, RORTY made statements to T-1 "against the Roosevelt
farily" and said that they had been fostering Comrmnism in this country,
and that the Communists would soon have the country under their con-
trol which will be a national czlamity. T-1 replied to this statement
by saying that she thought RORTY was a Communist, and he said he was
never a Communist tut only worked for the Communist Party.

Confidential informant T-1 was currently recontacted and
stated she could furnish no additional pertinent information concerning
the applicantt!s loyalty to the United States. T-1 stabted her husband
is not available for interview due to his presently teing in Germanye.
the stated that in 1942 she came to the conclusion that the applicant
sympathized with the Nazi regime in Germany, although he had previously

- T




BAC, 108 ANGELES WU Y pebruary 8, 1961
SAC, BAN FHANCISCO L LA e e o

JAMES BANGOCK RORTY, aka Bt T T e T
SPROIAL INCUIRY - STATE IGPARTMENY . = OB g R e A
Public Law 402, 30th Congress oo b 8 T

VOICE OF AMERICA

Ret 8an Diego letter to New York dated 12/%6/50.» - ek e s
DR
Enclosed herewith are photostatio coples of tw let'tcra or
documents obteined on Februsry 25, 1936 at El Osnbro, Celifornia at
the time the applicant was arrested and held for investigation. These .
documents wore furnished by the San Diego Division and printed under
the lstterhead of the Eon-Partisan Labor Defense, Room 4392, Mlls
Bullding, °rn Prancisco, Californies and dsted Pebruary 1, 1985,

JANBS RURTY is one of the signors of the documents, -

In substance, the Non-Partisaen Defense is acting in dehslfl
of and seliciting funds for one s Who was on trial in Sacra=-
mento in 1936 with seventeen other defendants on charges of violation of
the California Criminal Syndicaliam Act. It may be noted that om April
10, 1835 MINI was sentenced o one to fourteen years at San Cuentin for
conspiresy to comdt oriminsl syndicalism. He wae parcled April 28, 1936,

Informant advised that MINI is presently lecturing under the
suspices of DICEXC o Cotnsel for the California Benate Un—Amsrican
Ackivities Comdttes, COUMBES resides at 415 W. Race 8t., Visalla,
Celifornia, and his offices sre in Fresno, Celifornie, the exsct address

The applicant was dborn March 80, 1890 at ¥iddletown, Wew York. Z
He has been variously employed as s newspaper sorrespondent, for the
¥ew York Post snd the Nation, and as Editor of the New llusu.
has slsc been self-employed as a fgwla.noo writer.

The Los Angeles Office is requested to Iaoato MINI through DICK
COOMEBS, as mentioned above, and questioR hjm ¢ gqnoerning his kmowledge
of the !en-Partisan Labor Defense or the appliant'a dogrew of mssow
cletion with the Non-Partissn Labor’ Mhue Buded jaste ;

s Gae) INDEXED- 15 / o’?o-» 724 §- Q@

Llwes (ze-mie) g
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EX. - 83 | f L
RECORDED - 8§ /%2 — 74+ - ;27’ " DPERSONL FHD COMFTDE T

AT 7
.N' Harch 10, 1951 EY SPECIAL MFSSENGER
Mr. Donnld L. Hicholson
Chief, Division of Securlty
Denartment of State
515 Twenty~second Street, N. W,
Yashington, D. C.

JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, aka

JAMFS RORTY, JAMES H. RORTY
SPECI/L INNUIRY « STATE DEPARTMENT
Public Law }02, 80th Congreaa
VOICE OF AMERICA

Reference 1s made to my letter of February 21, 1951,
with enclosures.

There is transmitted herewith one renort reflecting
the result of sdditional investigation on the above—named
individual,

Report of Special Agent John C, Inkster, dated
February 2i, 1951, at San Franclsco, Californie,

Enqﬂﬁgure

JGS:péx?,
123-7248
%
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .-~V
Form No. 1
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU FLENO. 123.1173
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADH PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
) WHICH MADE
SAN FRANCISCO | 2/24/51 1/4 10,15, 20, L st
7. - LL-L‘:,DL,L./U,
y | ™= o 6-9,12-17,19/5] CHARACTEROF chsz
b JAMES HANCOCK RORTY, Ake James Rorty, SPECIAL INQUIRY~-STATE DEPARTMENT
James H&-Rorty Public Law 402; 80th Congress
VOICE OF AMERICA

SYNOPSIS CTS:
OF FA Informant advised JAMES RORTY, a newspaper cor-

respondent, resided at 150 Franklin Street in
1935 and maintained offices at 1200 Washington
Btreet. Owners of buildings heve no records
of RORTY and uneble to recall, Document ob-
teined at time of applicent's arrest in 1935
reflects Non-Partisan Labor Defense located
439 Mills Building, Sen Francisco., Non-Partisen
Labor Defense, 439 Mills Building, San Francisco,
issued appeal letter, February 1, 1935, endorsed-
by JAMES RORTY. No listing of NPLD or JAMES
RORTY at Mills Building. One tenant and

’, former custodian recalled Room 439 occupied by
-'qy?*WAé; > A viattorney AUSTIN LEWIS, now deceased, LEWIS
v N emeel X;Jgui_jsgz described as associated with American Civil

. e

R 1.,_ ‘R Bo- 57 Liberties Union and TOM MOONEY Defense Com-
s mittee. TWestern lorker article reflects

1 ‘mr q FNCkay NPLD defended individuals cherged with ¥iola-

. o tion of the Criminal Syndicalism Act at

v,ev§|7 Sga\’\ Sacremento in 1934 and 1935. One J. D.

OSBORN, former local contact of applicant's,

was described by informant'in 1945 é4s long-
time member of Communist League of Americe. zz:

somicr ) Lo 05D e ot e

REQ. REC'D L "
REP'T FORWyS - #RUC- 2oy,
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EX. - 83

APPROVED AND / 7 A DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES

T e T 7245 - 12/ RICORDED- B

COPIES OF THIS REPORT !N DEXED 45‘

@- Bureau (123-7248)Am3P \
1 - San Francisca:> - - ‘
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REFERENCE: San Diego letter to New York dated 12/26/50.
lew York Letter to Bureau dated 1/5/51,
Report of 8A VILLIAK D. WHITNEY at San Francisco,
dated 12/iO/%o.

DETAILS:

San Francisco T-1, of known reliability, who is femiliar
with some phases of un~Americen activities in the San Francisco Bay
Ares, advised that one JAMES RORTY, @ newspaper correspondent described
as 44 years of age in 1935, resided at 150 Franklin Street, Apartment
205, ond mainteined an office at 1200 Vashington Street.

HUGH McKEVITT, an attorney in the Russ Building, advised
that he was formerly the owner of the apartment building at 150
Franklin Street in 1935. He stated he had no personal contact with
the tenants and the name JAMES RORTY was unknown to him. He advised
there were no records availgble wnich would reflect the former tenants
in the building. He was unable to recall the neme of the maneger of
the apartment building in 1935¢ :

ERNST NUSSBAUM, owner and manager of the apartmnt at
1200 Washington Street since 1934, advised thdt this building has
always been a residence apartment end there have never been any business
offices located in the building., He reviewed the records for 1935
and there was no information pertaining to JAMES RORTY ¢r the Non-
Partisan Laebor Defense (hereafter referred to as NPLD), Nr. NUSSBAUM
was unable to recall the epplicant personelly or the NPLD. '

The San Diego office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
advised that at the time applicant was arrested on February 26, 1935,
at El Centro, California, he had in his possession several documents,
one of which bore the letterhead of the "Non-Partisan Lebor Defense,
439 Mills Building, San Francisco, Celifornis,™ One of the documents
reflected that JAMES RORTY, 1200 Washington Street, San Francisco, wes i
& member of the Executive Board of the NPLD. e
/
Ur. J. K. CASSAD, building manager of the Nills Buildlng,“//J/
250 ilontgomery Street advised that from a review of'his tenant records

=2
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for the year 1935 it was reflected that Room 439 was occupied by an
attorney, AUSTIN LE&IS. A further examination of his records revealed
that AUSTIN LE¥IS hed occupied this office from 1931 to. 1938, Mr.
CASSAD advised that AUSTIN LEWIS is now deceased, The records failed
to reveal any information pertaining to the Non-Partisan Lebor Defense
or to JANES RORTY., It was noted that LOLA ¥ENNEDY was an occupent
of Room 429, Kills Building, in 1935, - :

, LOLA KENNEDY, proprietor of the A-1 Stenographie Bervice,
a long-time tenant in the [fills Building, advised that she recalled

AUSTIN LEVIS as en attorney who had meinteined offices in Room 439

in the i4ills Building, 1935, &£he recalled that AUSTIN LEWIS was

formerly associated with the Americen Civil Liberties Union snd was

ective in the defense of TOM MOONEY. She was unable to recall the

NPLD or JAMES RORTY. t . :

Nr. CHARLES BERG, 240 Noe Street, a retired custodisn
of the Lills Building, recalled AUSTIN LEWIS as an attorney who
meintained offices iu Room 439 in the Mills Building, prior to his
death. BERG recalled that AUSTIN LEWIS hed been active in the TCN
MOONEY defense, Mir. BERG was unable to recall the appllcant or the
NPLD orgenization, .

T~1 advised that the looney-Billings Committee was organized
in 1931 to obtain a pardon for THOMAS J. MOONEY end WARREN K. BILLINGS,
who were convicted for the preparedness day bombing in Sen Francisco
on July 22, 1616, T-1l advised that all the various committees organized
in defense of MOONEY emd BILLINGS were Communist inspired; however,
non-Communists and some anti-Communist orgenizetions, publications
and individuals supported the efforts to secure a pardon for MOONEY -
and BILLINGS on the grounds they were convicted on "insufficient
and unreliable evidence,™ Persons most active in their behalf were
Communists and the case was used by the Communists as a rallying point
during the period MOONEY end BILLINGS were in prison. The Committee -
was disbanded soon after their release from prison, o

The Mooney-Billings Committee was cited as a Communist
front group on Page 91 of the Californis Committee on Un-American _
Activities Report, 1943, .

According to the Fourth Report of the Joint Fact Finding
Committee on Un-American Activities in Callfcrnla, 1948, Page 1563
reflects: ‘
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®The Daily Worker of June 25, 1936, Page 2, lists TOM
MOOWEY as a member of the Honorary Presidium of the Communist Party,
His casgse was the center of world-wide Communist agitation."

The Daily Worker is an East Coast publicatlon of the
Communist Party. . ,

The Communist Party, USA, has been designated as & sub-
versive organizetion by the Attorney General comlng within the pur-
view of Executive QOrder 9835.

Relative to the Non-Partisen Labor Defense, T-1 advised
that JANMES RORTY was a member of the NPLD in 1935 and T-1 recalled
that the NPLD was active in the trial of eighteen individuals charged
with violation of the California Criminal Syndicalism Act in Sacremento
in 1934 and 1935, T-1 stated that he was not personally acquainted
with JAMES RORTY, nor could he provide any information reletive to
the degree of association of RORTY with the NPLD, T-1 declined to
give a signed statement or to appear before a loyelty hearing board.

T-1 advised that the Criminal Syndicaelism Act,which leter
beceme & law in the State of California,was aimed primarily to thwart.
the revolutionary teactics of the INTSRNATIONAL WORKERS OF THE WORLDy
which organizaetion appears on the list nemed by the Attorney General
as being within the purview of Executive Order 9835, T-1 further ad-
vised that the act made it unlawful for any person or group of persons,
by use of force or violence, or any cther illegal means, to bring
about or effect the change in industrial ownership or control, or to
effect any political change by such means,

Relative to the Non-Partisen Labor Defense, an article
appeared in the Western Worker issue of January 24, 1935, entitled,
"Bail”™ and is quoted in part as follows:

"The warning published in two recent issues of ‘the Vestern
(apparent ommission} ageinst recketeers, who represent themselves as
agents of the Sacramento defendents seeking to collect contributions
and beil funds, in no wey was meant to reflect on the American Civil
Liberties Union or the Non-Partisan Labor Defense League.

"The Non-Partisen Labor Defense is defending NORMAN MINI
who has affiliated himself with the ‘orkers Party.
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"The Internetional Lebor Defense is defending all the
other seventeen workers involved in the Sacramento Crimlnal Syndicalism
Case.

"Each organization is conducting an independent fund rais-
ing campaign. An agreement has been reached between the two organiza-
tions providing for cooperati on in the courtroom by elimination of all

controversial issues, :

"Outside the courtroom both organizations participate in
the Broad United Front Movement in defense of the Sacramento eighteen
and for repeal of the Criminal Syndicalism Law,"

The tiorkers Party and the International Lebor Defense
heve been cited by the Attorney Cererel as organizations coming within
the purview of Executive Order 9835.

T-1 advised that NORM INI, referred to above, was con-
victed of conspiracy to commit criminal syndicelism on April 10, 1935
et Secramento and was sentenced to serve from one to fourteen yesars
in prison.

& check of the San Francisco telephore directory for
1935, the Polk City Directories of Sen Francisco for the years 1930
to 1936, and the San Francisco Voter's Registration Bureau for the

 years 1932 to present, failed to reflect any listing for JAMES RORTY,

Another document obtained at the time of applicent's ar~
rest in 1935, under the letterheed of “"Communist League of America,
144 Second Avenue, New York, New York", dated September 21, 1934, is
addressed to JAMES RORTY, Westport, Connecticut, This document contains
e list of contects of the Communist League of Americe throughout the
country. On this list appears the name J. ﬁ%{ﬁﬁBOR, 160 Franklin Street;
San Francisco, ; :

: The records of the San Frencisco Voter”s Registration

reflect an affidavit of registration of JAMES D BORN dated September 24,
1934. This reflected that he resided at 150 Fra liﬂ Street, Apartment
205, San.Franciscp. His occupation was listed as bridgeman and his
birthplace as Missouri. This affidavit reflected his intention to
affiliate with one of the minor politicel parties. A subsequent af-
fidavit of registration dated Januery 16, 1937, reflected that JAMES
D. OSBORN of 1718 Yosemite Avenue, born in Missouri, employed as a
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bridgeman, registered his intention to affiliate with one of the minor
political parties,

1 san Francisco T-2, of known reliability, advised that
JAMESAOSBORN, 1718 Yosemite Avenue, attended the annual Mey Day
celebration sporisored by the Socialists Workers Party held at the
Socialist workers Party headquarters, 1739 Fillmore Street, 4th Floor,
San Francisco, on May 1, 1945, JAMES OSBORN was introduced by the
master of ceremonies and described as, "A comradd who is locally a
member of the Communist'League of America, who joined the Party in
1933 end who is, from the point of view of membership, the cldest
member of the Sen Francisco branch.®

A report by the House Committee on Unsmerican Activities,
75th Congress, Third Session, on House Resolution Number 282, Page 327,
reflects that the Communist League of Americe is the American Section
of the Fourth International set up by LEON BRONSTEIN(alias TROTSKY) Group
of the Communist Party in Geneva, June 10, 1934,

The Socialist Workers Party has been cited by the Attorney
General as en organization coming within the purview of Executive
Order 9835,

~REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN=-
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v FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -~ ;

¥Form No. 1

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUARAU FILE No. 1231173
| REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REFORT MADE BY
| WHICH MADE
5Ak FRINCISCO 3/7/51 3/3,4,6/=1 IZ0Y F. SCH.ARTZ  jb
‘ TITLE

CHARACTER Ol"-' CASE

SPECTAL I IRY=-BIATS DEFT.
Public Lew 402; 80%h Congress
VULCH UF A.5RIC0A

JAIFS HANCOCY. RORTY, aka James 2orhy,

domeg HE Rorty

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:
.- ier 4 ke WORAN IMINI, 2218 D Bancroft iiay, Berkeley, Califcrnia,
' NN furnished signed statemen’ describing epplicent as
A active in Non-Partisan Lebor Defense, 1935« Orgenization
. T e described by NI as formed with the assistance of the
! ol e workers party to assist in IINI's defense. IINI feels

sure that applicont was nevrr a Communist Party lember
or a member of any Trotskyite groupe.

BWFERFIICT: Report of SA
Los Angelss %eletyne to Sen Francisco 2/27/51. bh7C

D=TAILS: The following investigation was conducted at Berkeley, California:

TTORMAY "INI, 221¢ D Bancroft ey, furnished the following signed
statement:

Rt
I, TORAI 1INI, meke the following statement to LEGT ¥, SOEJARTZ
JHC hes idenkified himself as a Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of
Invegtizetion, Ue S. Dovertment of Justice. I am willing %o appear berors &
Lovedhy Hasrine Doard 11U nenenmevr.

I joined the Commmwmist Perty in December 1952. In late 1924,
while veing tried at Sacremento, Californis, with seventeen other individuals
on o charge of comspiracy to cemmit Criminel Syndicalism, I joined the ‘orkers
Porty and was thereupon expelled from the CGommynist Party for Trotskyite _'“

Sympathies. _
e B
R )
i "'/ L
AFPROVED AND,, /. =
L et L8 jf;; W2 I i o DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
’:j - " — ] ) > ’ PR - o
SN ; : T '
) ,_,/’J-«‘ s N oL ER VI
COPIES OF THIS REPORT - A IR _.;5
s - . R L A -
_B-<Furean (123-7248)  (41iSD) i L0 BBE
1=-~San Francisco vl
K PLE & ap : ~
" . Pt 4 - Lo~y ‘
- - NG e i l

U, 8, GOYERNMENT FRINTING OFFICA 7—2034




I met J£2758 RCRTY in San Francisco, Californisa, in early 1935
while I was out of jail on baile He was taking pert in the formation of the
Hon-Partisan Labor Defense which was an organization which had the support
of ‘the workers Party and which was agsisting in my deflense because of uy
affiliation with the fgplcers Partye I undarstand the Non-Fartisen Labor Defense
vias formed by HiEPPWRT ~'§C‘T.O..’ of Hew York City who I lmow was a member of ‘the
workers Party until about 1936 or 1937« Also active in my defense was ths
late AUSTIH IG.WIS whom I lmew as a prominent Socialist attorney who was
affiliated with the Americen Civil Liberties Unione It is my recollection
that LT3 and DOGTY associated with each other in forming the Hon-rartisan
Labor Defense in San Franciscoe. However, I am sure that neither IS.IS nor
ROPTY were gt that time membars of the liorlers Party or the Comauvnist Party
of any other Trotskyite or Stalinist groupe Although I did not know RORTY
very well, it is my recollection thabt he was the type of individual whose
nene appeared in the publications of various Communist front groups whose
nemes I can not recall, but who was never a revolutionist to my knowledges

RORTY left the Sen Francisco area during my trial in about March
1955 and I havz not seen him since that bime. T do not believe that he
became aifiliabed with any Communist orgenizstion, either Stalinist or
Trobskyite, inasmuch as I saw writings of RORTY appsaring in the "ilew Lesader®
which was a publication which prinbSed the writings of individuals who were
neither Stalinists nor Trotskyitss end which was often criticizsd by the
Communist Party and Trotskyite groups.

I have read the above statement of approximabtely one and one-
half pages and it is true to the besh of my Imowledge.

noRvAl RINI

Witnesseds L3CH P. 3CHARIZ
SA FBI, San Francisco, 3/3/51.
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ZBl SUNEBATIE DECLASSTIZIOATION GUINE

‘DATE ne-22-2015

By FohldsEID

Asgistont Lttorney General
Jemes Ms HeInerney COIT TRy,
Nirector, LI BY OPLCIML SESSTILGIR

(7 Attentlon: ¥Mr. Archie D, Simmson
IS HATICOCK TORTY
SPFCT/L I CUIRY - 39747 TEP/RIT U
Miblic¢ Law hO7, ~0th Congress
VATICr QP rnens
IOYI LAY OF aDVi BIGTHLD © DOLOYETS

For your informpsion ond in order that consideration
Alght be plven o8 to wihether any Pederul laus have bcen violated,
there are trensmitted herewith rhotostrtic coples of the below
listcd renorts, reflceting the rcsults of an appliernt type
investicntion conducted by this Burecu on the nbovo~-coptioned
indivicducrl,

Rewort of Sveclol Arent Joha I, Bjorklund, Jr.,
deted FPebrusry 6, 1951, at Neuw Yorkt, New Yorlk,

Revort of Speclal Agent dnted
Deceribar 23, 1950, ot Loslon, Massochusebos,

Renort of Sveclal Agent Leon Ty Sehwortz, dated
Huren 7, 1951, =% Son Frauaclseo, Cslifornli,

Revort of Snecilal Agent Chorles E. Kleinkauf,
dated Januevy 2, 1951, £t dewodk, Neu Jersey.

Report of Speeclel Agent Elsuva G, Hedges, dated
Feiruary 15, 1951, ot Vashington, D, Ce

Renort of Swneeinl Apent drtcd

tauspy 17, 1951, st MiemD,

TLOL LU,

Renort of Sveclial Agent Willleonm D, wWaliney,
datcd Deceaper 19, 1950, ui San Prauncisco,
Callfornie, (/}
Resort of Snecial Agent in Chorge G, B, Norris, dated
Decrmber 22, 1950, at Chicoro, Illinois, (zq'?

] e e M D

4 2 PR I

Benort of Specirl Arenc daved
December 23, 1950, a2t ClImTw 0, TIIDOIS,
Tolaen . . L i .
Ladq Rensort of 3necial Agent John Ve Totdt, doted
o Decenber 22, 1950, £t Knoxville, Yennesseoc.
iicholg ~ .
Rosen b
mo—trokofure . - c
Harbo okt T 47T AT 4 g K
Belmont a s S : pg‘_ &‘.«) X o l 37)’ ,5‘ \ N
wonr, } 23;97 2)_‘_ i ! l;* i e
Tole, Room o B ‘ ! i 1
Naage ! ‘
Gandy ! - ‘

larch 21, 1951

Reecords Ldxinigtretive Dronch
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Asslstont Atiorney Genersl
Renopt of Sncelnl Apent Richard J. Doyle, dried
Dece. der 26, 1950, ¢t Son Dlern, Crliiornls,

Reoopt ol 8orclal Arert Joes Ve YWenmrnb, doted
Jerawrey 9, 141, st Heuw Heven, Conrectlicut,

Renort of Swceinl Apent nved
Februiry 2L, 1007, rt Sin Ueeaelsco, Culivornie,

Photastolic corles of theome weanrbts hove beoon Por.usrded
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to ine Urlted Stetes Glvil Service Co-mlasion under the srovislons

of Luscuiive Order Y335,
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Mr, Jdeves B. Houicher

Report of Speecirl ffcat 31tie Dy Vhllaey b6
deved Tece Ler 19, 1550, ab Sea Tre -ciqco, b7C
CelivTornis,.

Renort nf Sneclel Agent in Cherpe G, B. liovrls, doted
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Resort of opeciql ﬁfbﬂt| |
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Renort of Speclul Agent John Y. Woedb, deved
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Tceenber P6, 1950, at Sen Dlego, Celivorili,
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SAC, Newark (123-149L) November 23, 1951
Director, FBIC:§123‘7ZHB)
JAMES HANCOCK RORTY
g/

Rerep SA Charles E. Kleinkauf dated 1/2/51 at Newark in
the captioned case, There 18) trensmitted herewith an snonymous
communication received by the Buresau on 11/1l/51 which reads as
follows: "Jemes Rorty wes & member of the Communist Party." This
ecommunication was postm@rkod 'at Flatbrookville, New Jersey., It is
desired that you contact thes postmaster at Flatbrookville, New Jersey
in an effort to determine the identity of the writer of this communi-
cation in order that this ;ndividual may be interviewed regarding

the applicant, A repo shiould be submitted under the VOA character
setting forth the details bf the communication and the results of
investigation,
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Jammry 15, 1952 | PERSONAL AND CORFIDENTEAL-
.. BY SPECTAL MESSENGER
r, Jmes B, Hatcher TR ,

Chief, Imstigati.ona Division
U. 8, Civil Sarvice Coemi ssion
j Washington 25, D, C.
/

&,
JAMES HANCOCK RORTY
SPECIAL INYITRY - STATE DEPARTMENT
Public Law 102, 80th Congress
VOICE OF AMERICA

, Referance iz mads t0 my letter dated March 23, 1951, trans-
mi tting photostatic copies of reports of investigation eonducted by this Bureau
regarding captioned applicant,

1 am transmitiing herewith four additional photostatic copies of
the report of Special Agent Dals M, Hiestand, dated December 12, 1951, at Newark,
New Jersey.
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Necexber 70, 1751 PIRCOTAL LD CONFERESEERE
BY IPECTAL “ETSENGTR
¥r. Tonald L. MNicholson
Chief, Division of Security
Benartzent of Ctate
ks 515 Treniy-second Street, N. ¥,
"mw %ashinrton, D. C.

< 2
JAEES HANCOCUK RORTY
!,‘@% CTECTAL INOULTY = STATE DEPRS TME}
) Public Law L02, R0th Congress
VOICE OF uTRICA

Reference is made 1o my previous letters dated February 21,
1951, Yarch 10, 1951, and ¥arch 15, 1951, transmitting a total of thirteen
reports of inverti ation conducted by this Bureau concerning the above-named
DETEDN,

:era ig transmitted herswith one additional report of
investig-tion vertaining to applicant.

Nn Seplember 2h, 1751, the Loyally Teview Fox Gy Ta f’ -
Civil [orvice Coaizsion, furnished a disroniticn "Tlipible o+ I:‘s 1
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

-

Aka d

HA\I:CQCK RORTY =,

Public Law 402, 80th
(VOICE OF AMBRICA)

}fcorty, James H. Rorty

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BUREAU FILE NoO. it
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY
WHICH MADE
NEWARK 12=12=51 12«7 ,10'-‘51 DALE M, HIESTAND ghk
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE

SPECIAL, INQUIRY-STATE DEPARTMEN]

Congress

SYNOPSIS -OF FACTS:

Information of an anonymous communication set forth.
Newark Confidential Informants unable to furnish any

information.
REFERENCES: Report of SA CHARLES E. KLEINKAUF dated 1-2-51 at
A Newarke
Bulet to Newark dated 11-23~51,.
DETAILIS: & Miseellaneous
S ~ e
f;;’ An anonymous communication postmarked Flatbrookville ,\~
;i N. J. and received by the Federal Bureau of Investiga-

" tion, Washington, D. C. on 1l~1k=51 contained the fol-
lowing information: "James Rorty was a member of the
Communist Party." o
Confidential Informant Newark T-1, a representatlve
of another Governmental agency, was contacted in an’”
effort to determine the identity of the writer of the
above commmnication. She advised that she could
furnish no information relative to the writer,

Confidential Informant Newark T-2 and Confidential
Informant Newark T3, of known reliability, who have
in the past furnished much informetion concerning the
members of the Communist Party in the State of N. J.,
have furnished no information concerning JAMES RORTY.
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NK 123-1L9L

Confidential Informants Newark T-l, T-5, and T-6, of known relia-
bility, who are acquainted with many of the members of the Communist Party
in the State of New Jersey, advised that they do not know JAMES RORTY.

The Communist Party is an organization cited by the Attorney
General of the U, S. as coming within the purview of Executive Order $835.

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETTOW TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -



Newark T-l1
Newark Tw2
Newark T3

Newark Tel

Newark Twb

Newark T-6

NK 123-1L49kL

INFORMAN TS

P

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

Flatbrookville, N. J.

B

[ ]

The informants T=2, T-3, and T-L were

_t_ﬁlcon 3cted by SA GERHARD P. HUNDT on 12-7-51.

75 and T~6 were contacted by SA

on 12-7-51,

ENCIOSURE TO BUREAU

Anonymous commmnication postmarked at Flatbrookville, N. J.,
received by the Buresu on 1l-4l-51 which reads as follows: "James Rortiy
was a member of the Commnist Party" is transmitted herewith.
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Oﬂice Memamndum o UNITED STATES GOVERN#SENT,: '

Pak B
C }%“‘ < Tolson_.___/
TO : Mr. Tolson \},« DATB: Decemb erdm%

1954 AZd%ﬂ i

Hnbo

N
¥FrROM t [, B, Nichols S‘ \ $" Rosen.
\ Tamm,
Tracy.
.vf e Mohr.
Winterrowd

- ,
l SUBJECT: JAMES EANUOGKégaRTY Mt Tele. Room_—

Information Concerning //, é\j(])“ f//J 7 - / ﬁ Hdl%ﬁ)

Miss Margie Hines in the office of Jack Martin at the White i&
House called. She indicated that Mr. Martin was interested in one
James Hancock Rorty, an author. Martin had been advised that Rorty was
affiliated with the Communist Party factions who were aiding the
American Civil Liberties Union. At the same time, Rorty was claiming
that he was ¢ Taft Republican. A number of Ohio people were disturbed
over the fact that an individual of Rorty's character and background
would attempt to align himself with the reputation of the late Senator
Taft. Miss Hines stated that Martin was anxious to find out what we
kEnew about Rorty.

After checking, Miss Hines was advised on November 24, 1954,
that we had investigated Rorty in 1950 and 1951 at the request of the
Voice of America. It was zndzcated that he was one of the first editors
of "New Masses" in the mid 1920's. It was further indicated that Rorty
had reportedly supported William Z. Foster, a Communist Party candidate
in 1932 National electione. Miss Hines was also-advised that Roriy
served in 1932 and 1933 as Secretary of the League of Professional Clubs
Sfor William Z. Foster and that in 1936 he wrote his book, "Where Life
Is Better,!" wherein he stated that he had at vorious times attempted to
aid the Communist Porty and the Workers Party despite the fact that he dis-
agreed projfoundly with their politics and tactics. He stated therein
that the utter bankruptcy and chaos of the capitalistic culture and
economy was imminent. Miss Hines was additionally advised that we knew
of no actual Communist Party membership of Eorty; however, it was felt
thaot Mr. Martin might be znterested’in the above information, She
indicated appreciation.
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