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He: JOf:N L. LPIS, ET AL 

interviowed a! his residence, 
Id, Illinois, 

by Speo 
bora in 

father 
ted he not 

r",,-C \;ell. Ec, howe":r, , Elnd speaks EnSliBh well. 
Ee is .. little slow his be somewhat culled. He is very 
dofinite in the thinss he does reMember Elnd would be stubborn enough 
t8 v:ithst:mc cross-exru;,i""tion. 1:e would "'!eke a fnirly ,pod appearance on 
the "itness st9.no. It i. beliove!'. "that he could "",ke ns good a witness as 
tho o.vcr'3.gG l:1i"0r. Dron int·:rvicw he executac th0 following signed stntel'l8nt, 

"Springfield, Ill. 
27. 1943. 

"n'3.nc is I mnko the following statoment 
t- who have identifiod themselves 
t8 '. - pc 1" nu of Investi;o.tion. No pro!!lises. 
threats, or sonsicerotLm of "-ny kine :,as bO-3n ID.'1d" to mo to make this stClte
msnt.· It is true and 3.ccurs.te, and I am v;illin,;, if nocessary, to go to 
coc·rt 'lne repeat any )'9.rt of this stc.tc1'lent. 

"I h,J,vc boon in !:inos A a.nc E since _ I worked from 
A into B, an': h9.vO stayed sinee. t'nited !line 
-")rk6rs, '1'1c' was" cOl'lmittco nan Dn this union in In 1932 I w-ont over 
.,i th the rest of the mc·n at '·:ino B into the Progress)' e l(ino ,:orkers of 
d,l\Crica. I was nJt inv2Jlved in Jrs&nizing the t.·ine ";;orkers, but 
I VI'l.S glac to go over ioto the noVi union.'.ftcr th::.t things went better. 
Things \lGre bettor after that. I nov-or was 9.n officer of the Pr ogressive 
::ino but I attended "bout once a J.bout 50 to 100 
rn.:n e.ttc"nded meetin:;s regularly. On speci"l noetin:;s n lot !!lore :nen came to 
the-: T1e6tiTh::;S. 

"I do n·,t rccall any trouble with the unbns with Elshoff. I guess 
ho got along alright ;:ith both tho lq:;;- and the ?K:. 

"I W(\. 'lh;ays vlith the Progressive ·:"rkcrs. I liked 
the union. - I Md n0 co,",hints about the being run, nor about 
tho c-asossOlcnts, check offs or Clnything else. I think most of the man at 
the ::line 1ikod the Br.·; of :. ul(ccpt .. bout 12 r:>en .,ho wo.ntod tv change the 
mine t" the United Kine 

WI rec'lll that buforc the strike in !:'ly 1937 thoro had boen 
ups. I do ,.,c>t lmow wh'lt they "Er" co."sod by, un10ss it w[).s tMt thero 

not <.nough ordurs fDr tho co .. 1. Thoro " .. s no dis"tisf .. Alnong the 

- 216 -



.~ 

• • 

- -------------------
iO 

Rc, JOHN L. LEIS, ET AL 

• 
006477 

mon ab~ut the wages then. I attended the meeting 
of the union held tho night bofore the strike. 
It was 0. spocial meeting. I do not recall exactly 
h~w ~ny men were at t~t moeting. I do not 

rcroomber exo.ctly \·:h:lt it was that they decided thaf night. There was some 
t'llk abo:;t h:lving s one rwn fired from tho company, and some to.lk about short 
cc.rs. I la::ow I "/en'; to Vlork the next day, "nd did not know that thore was 
g-ing to be 0. striko. Thero Vlerc .h~rt cars c"ning up that day, bec~usc the 
mon "'ould not leO-ve 0. C"-r in tho r~om long enough to let it got filled up. 
I did not come up until "bout quitting tine, snd then lco.rned that a strike 
h"" boen called. I Wo.s told Vlh!lt tho strike wo.s for, but I do not ror.lOmber 
exactly wh::.t they t"ld no. I 'Hent hel1]£) th::.t night, and came back to tho mine 
for " cJuplo of days "fter tho.t but cid not work. I do not remember whother 
1 .i~ncd any po.~ers for oither union o.t thc.t time or not. 

"I could not set any other job, and sto.yed at home. I rernembor 
.. ,hen they h,,~ SOrlG tro,,;.\~.e e.t the mine in September. I do not recall 
ex.actly who.t h";'I'encc' :~':'-·.Ih"-t it y,,,-S surposed to be o.bout, but I know I 
v'ont out to the ",in0. I :lid not expect to work thaot day, "nd ther~ ... as 
sc'ru.thin.; saie ,bout g:,in:; GO':'" if those 12 men who ho.d been ,;anting the United 
::ine .. orkors ,.C:lt to Viork. These men haC: never talked to me. I do not know 
what they said. S )mcone olse told ne that they v'anted the United l~ino "orkers. 
1 did not v:!lnt to, and y'a"toG to stay in the Progressive ~'ine :;Oorkers. 

";.ftcr th'it d"y V;" had a picket line and st"-yed out there by the 
rtine until th·: mo.rhsho.ll came "ut with an injunction and told us to leave 
tho property. I sbyed out thoro part of the ti,ne. A little aftor the 
injunction thore wo.s an electiJn. 1 votod in tho.t election, and votod exactly 
D.. I Vio.nted to. Ib one told me how to vote, or threatllend me in any way. 
No one tole mc how to vote. I votoc exactly a. I wo.nted to vote. 

"Until the time that tho mino roopened I did not have any work. I 
~id not knON of o.ny time th"t they started to open the mine. If thoy bad 
tried to open tho "ina I would ho.v3 hoo.rd of it, and ?:ould have gone back 
to >lork, but I nevor hoard ~f it at all. 

"::,ben I went b~ck to ·.,ork, which was thG first cay that the mino 
·:Ie.S oponoc, I di<! not seo a.ny uvidence of any big fire. Thera had boan 
son8 CO.VO ins. SO"lC of thom ,"ere pretty bad, 'lnd they ho.ve n:ot ore nod thom 
up ovon yet. Th·)rc 'lerO so"'o th!lt took two or threo YIOGks to clean up • 

... ·ben I ... ont beck b v;)rk ",t t:!Eo E, 1 still belonged to the 
Fro~~es,s.~?:", :~!1l.e. ". cr~ There ;;.ore 8o:nC"iiion wc,rking in the mine "ho did 
not do o.nything but Z9~~ound nne t!llk to the mon about jcinin~ the United 
2.~in0 . ,Jrkcrs.. _ _,.as onc of these men. fio never talked to me. 
Be Gid not socm to, 6.uy ·"ork. He just blkod to tho mono They called him 
&n 'lir check man. In ,,11 tho yco.rs tW.t I w"s at tho mine, ho ,'!lS tho first 

• 211 -



Rc, JOID' L. Lg-,-IS, ET AL 

- -_ .... - --~~ ----- ---------- --.. -- .~ _ .. _-- --. .-. -.-----

~06478 

~~irchcck m~n they evor had. Before th~t the 
man cid th~t !It night. /,ftc" -.left 
tho n:ina, ::.bout tho time of t~oction, 
they did n~t h~ve any ~ir ch6ck man. He was the 

only !lir check "'9.n -.Ie eV0r h!l:: "t :<ino B. I do not know if there VlerD any 
other mc~ thcro. 

It::;:, ()nc cv·.::r thrc~tcnod me, bt::9.t ;10, stoj,.c my tools, put cirt on 
r.\)' C!lrs, or took the to<;s off of my co.rs, but I hO!lTd that tho.t "'''5 being 
done. I 1me'" some of the ",en bot beater •• 

~~n:: some o·~her fellows thero o..kod me to join the 
Uni ted ;~i~ the;:-, thc.t I "oule' n~t, "nd th~t I would w~it 
until the very lo.st ck.nco before I .nule cho.nge to tho United ;'ine ::orkers. 
I did not j,in tho Unit,,:: ,;inc workers u...,til c.ft~r the secone olection, and 
they t.old us then th:lt we had until the 16th to j.;in or ... e 7:ould have to 
r~y ~25 to get i!lto the United :.!ine rtorkcrs. I do not rm,ombor who it wa. 
whe bId me that. I ,'I,,:tCG until the last d"y :lnd then joined the United 
!tinc-,rkers. I joined the m::: boco.use I h9." to in order to ?Jork in the mine. 
I Cid not ;;~nt to join. I vote:: in the secone election, exactly as I wanted 
to. Yo one threatened me or told me how to voto. Both of th€ elections were 
fair ~nj h8nest elections as fur as I know. 

"I did not ':mnt to join the United l.~ine ~;)rker8. I ",mId bO back to 
the Pr0.;rcssives now if I could, because workint; oonditions Vlere better then 
than they are nov; undQr the UlJ'i. I had no ehoice but to join the tJJ.Lr, or 
lose my home, so I joi!l8c the mr; a!leJ am a member n~w. I go to the meetings 
about once a month. 

"The at 
rca'; to r.lC l.y [ 

on this .. ?"-ge anc throe other p~ges have been 
It is all true and Clccurate. 

signed) 
(signed) 

I 
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residenae. 
Illinois. 

Speoial Agents 
born at 
r.t llino \ 

".A'~U"'~~ll" witness 
good o~And tho EnGliah 

l~ngu~go. C4n eX~rp.Bs h5mself cloc.rlYI ~u~os u good IlppCurllnoc. Qnd 
"ppours to be quit intelliGent. He gUVC inforr.ntian set forth in the 
following signed stateMent. 

"Springfiold. Ill. 
J,ugu,'~ 28. 1943. 

. "lily nnmo is followin& statenont 
to ~~.- Who huvc identitied 
the~-oo Burellu of Invcsti-
g~tion. No premises. thror,t3 or cor.side.at1on of ~ kind hl:.w beon mndo 
to no to nnke this statoMont. It is true ~nd uooura~ c.nd I un willing 
to uppeur in court to repeut uny purt of this stutenent if nooessllry. 

"I huya beon in the ninos 1111 ut ny lifo. PriLr to 1932 I _s 
11 Menbcr of the Unitod Mine 11·)rkers, but in 1932 I joinod up with tho 
Pr"grcssivo Mino \1or~!ll"lLJlLaII.lllTio"'. I wus unublc to get bo-olc into 
t&r ~-th~t I hAd boen w.)rking "'t beouuso I wr..s 11 FU\1 of 1, nonbor. 
I did not get 0. job ",t Mino !l until r.b0ut 1934. I werked ut Llino B 
until the tine of the strum-in 1937. I wns u flcnbor of tho union. but 
did not GO to tha nootings too often. 

"I did not kn"'1 nuoh about what wns going on at the J:line. I 
wns not purtioularlp int~rested in tho union n~ttors. I \~S satisfiod 
with tho way thut the Progressivo union wo.s being oporated. ~nd did not 
vlUnt to c'he,ngs unions. I did not ;:>urtioul"'rly ouro. but I wvuld not 
hl.YO ohclngcd as long IlS the nuj,_rity woro RIU ot h. At thr.t tine it 
seemed tc ne thut alnost nIl of tho non wero sntisficd with the Pro
gressive Unim. 

"1 hr.d henrd thut thero V~8 talk ubout boinc 11 striko, but 
I hud nut boon at r.ny ot the nootinGs just beforo tho striko. ~nd when 
it 'NUs oallod I WCs surprisod. und did nut know anythinG about it. Ck1 
the day thnt the) nino wont out <)1'1 striko. SOCIO at tho non \loro loe.ding 
shcrt oars of 000.1. I hoard uftoTWtirds thr.t thoy WOl"O vbjeoting to 
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RE'. JOHN L. l.E;TIS. ET ilL. 

working with sane men in the mine who wanted 
the United Mine 110rkareo I did not partiou1Q r1;y 
oa.ro. 

"\Vhen the mine wont out on strike. I did not OC!lle bnok I r;ot 
a job with tho oity n::c,ost right nwny nnd stnyod with tho oity during 
nwost nJ::' tho tina ':.~ t the nino _8 '%1 "triko, I did not go out 
tlnd piokot" but I d ii!-VIsi t scr,c of tho MJn 'Who wero out nt tho nino 
on the top whan thoy wore oooupying tho nino proper~. 

"I voted in the oleotion of the unions in Deoonber 19:57 0 

No one told mo how to voto. or throat:>'l(>d De in nny WIly. I voted 
oxnot1y as I wnntcd to vote at t~t tloe. I voted for the Progressive 
Mine Harkers of Jlr.lorioc nt thut tino boonuso I preferred tblt Union 
nt that tine. 

"I did not go to Mine II until nbout Pooanbor 1941. At tl¥lt 
tine Hino >1. "/IUS n W.1 n'nu. t.no I jd,ned the WI boonuso thnt union _II 

at tho roinoo I ho.d no'!; voted ut nny othe::o, eleotion nt l!1ne B bconuso 
I wns not w.rking thore. 

"I an now n lJ(moor of tho Uni tad lIino Uorkors bconuse I now preteI' 
this union. "No one OGllllOotod with 1'1.11'1 over thratltnonod no. or bothored 
oe in nny WIly. 

"I, hnve r nd the nbovo stntonont an this page nnd one othoa. 
It is 011 tru~ nndi!lc)ournto. 
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b 

(0 ... 

residonoo f!t -
Illinois. on tho 

oinl Agents 
born o.t 

t ~ ,:~~ 7IO!U: voioe, r.ppurcnt 
disinteNnt in what orc~'rod at tho "'~3. Up"n being interviawod he 

exooutod tho following signed st~tcmont. 

"s pr ingf-i.e Id, III 
J..ugunt 28, 1943 

following stutonont to 
who hove idontifiod 

Fodoral Burenu of Invosti
gc.tion. No prcr.d 8e6, t::rent:;. or oansidorJ.~ian of aD:! kind hns been 
mudD to or given to ne to neke this stc.tenont. It is truo c.nd aoourate. 
I an willing if neoossury to repoat this stotencnt in oourt. 

"I hove worked o.t Mino B for =ny yoan;. I do net reonll when 
I first 6t£.&.rtcd therQj but I 'VCB workL'lg ~horo Q,e !!. Unitod Mine Yorker 
whon the Prgsressive Hine Harkors wera organizod. I joinod tho . 
Progrossive MIne-~~ .... ~he" .. - I novor WIlS un offioor of any uuion.' 
and did not attend tho neotings of the union very of'ton. I wo,s 0.1-
ways satisfied with tho vmy tho Progrossive }line l1c-rkors wero being 
run. I novor wanted to ohango to any othor thion. 

"I lr.st wurkod nt Mine B an May 12, 1937. I do not raoull 
what it vms thot oausod the striko. I ~s not interostod in what was going 
on, nnd did not po.y nuoh c.ttention to anyono. I just uorkcd. I ~id 
not heur nuoh c.bout it. I do not roonll ever signing any petitions 
for any union uftar tho striko. I '''''s out e.t tho ninc an tho piokot 
line f~r a while in tho mIl of 1937. I voted in tho eleotion hold do~ 
t-wn abGut whioh Union I wanton o.t tho nino. This wus e. tM.r olootion. 
N::; aue tqld mo huw to voto. I VUlJUQ eXL.otly UB I \ro.ntod to c.t that 
eleotion. I novor went bc.ok to w.rk c.t !line B whon the roino WIlS 

roopenod. 

"I have rend tho ,,-bLVO stntonont on this npnr,o. It is all 
tru~ and noournto. 

",'" ':'~'f·7';-· 

, '!rr. 
F. 

;-
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RIl: JOHN L. IEWIS, ET AL 

The following ~s a signed statement taker. from 

"r 
vo:tunt.",r11y tv 
themselves to 
No threats or 

"Springfield, ~. 
August 27, 1943. 

'''''K~''C_C io::owin "tatement freely and 
who have identified 

so. e e era au of Investigation. 
have been made to me to obtain this statement. 

.. 

" - at joined a union when I was working as a miner in the ' 
mines at'" ,', TIl., abou' "_ This was the United Mine Workers 
union. I s aye in this union ~ I changed to the Progressive Mine 
'Horkers of knerica in _ I never was an officer of any union. 

"I started to work at /line B in _ From the time I started 
to work there until May 1937 there was no ~le at Ulne B between the 
management and the miners to the best of my knowledge. I don't recall any 
efforts of the management to discredit the leadership of the P.M.A. 

"As a member of the P.I;.A. I atte!lded the union meetings. I 
don't knOl'/ of any member of the union feeling that the P.M.A. was run by 
racketeers~ I do knoYi that many miners felt that the P.M.A. was more 
considerate of its members that ~:as the U.I4.I'{. 

"Prior to the strike which started in May 1937, I don't recall 
any pickets b7 U.M.W., or any propaganda beir.g distributed by U.M.W. 
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Re I JOHN L. L»"iIS, ET AL 

I was workin~ at ll1no B on lilly 12, 1937, but I dem't 
Icnow what the true reasons for the .trike were. 

-After the strike was a few weeks old, I recall that 
I sign~~ a P.M.A. petitio~. At this time I was ~ favor of the P.~A. 
union. 

·S.::.1:, t'cw :atn", I don't' reca~: t.r.e .,xact date, I si~ned 
another pe~itlon which I Lad been led to ~elieve was a petition of the 
P.::.A., but it really v'as a petition of the U.l.!.W. At that time I __ 
living at 2029 N, 11th St" S;oringfield, Ill" One day two men, Wholl. 
names I think are Tony j-',utch a!ld J03 AJ.lJ"Cl~se came to DIY hous.. In 
the presen~e of DIY w:l'i':'-nu.y askecj me if ::: wanted to work at lli.ne B. 
They .aid that I could !lot get work there ~1:a.s I signed the petttiem 
which they had. and wh.' ch they said they We:-" te.l<ing fran house to 
house for all miners to oign. They said they wanted me to .ign the 
paper 30 the mine oould reopen.. The pa.per which they asked ma to sign 
had the work ·prop·es,,,',," at the t,op of th .. page. The paper was one of 
a tablet. They hIked me in+.co eignbg tr,' raper, and I did sign the 
paper not kn<JWing that t:",ee L:.;n W',,,",' ree.!!y in favor of U.K.W., and not /J 
in favor of P.M,A.\~.lfter ~ had eigne,1 the paper and they left the house, /..., 
I learned from JcY'J'lumbo (PH), who is now dead, that these men were " / 
trYing to break up the F.ll.A. and were for U.),I.W. • ~ ) 

-In the fa11 of 1939 I reoall that I signed another petition I ~~. 
:;i!:d °i;!~e s~!ni:; ~'~!~ti!~ i~:~~~w~ l~a~~~d n!~i~e ~~i;!!~:oause II r1'2r-
at this tillle I rea11y favored the F.E.A. ' . ~ 

.... hen'i Was living at~ringfiel~ Ill., 
I recall that ToQY Plotoh and Joe Albanese came to DIY house again. 
They again told me that I would have to eign their paper to get work at 
Mine B. They told me that if I signed with them ~ Bon could also get 
'i-JOb at nne B. At the end of the week they again returned to 'I1III 
house, at which tine I s ij1;ned rr,y name to a paper whioh looked like a 
receipt. I knew that this was;" member-hip" r~ceipt of the U.lI.W., 
but I really did not want to sign it. The reason I did not want to 
sign the U.j;.W. v'as because I .:as in favor of the Prog,ressive Nine 
'\";orker. of Ar.lerica. I felt thet I, bed to sign with the U.M.W. in 
order to get a job at }~ine 13, which job I needed very muoh 'because I 
bed been on publio relief. I had no ohoice in the matter. I either 
had to sign with the U.:'.n. or go without worle:. 

WI don't r~call the exaot time or plnoe, but I do re,namber 
heiiring that some of the money which was received by the U.Y:.W. from the 
fines imposed on members for Wdirty ooal- was being used to pay trouble 
~ker. at Mine B. 
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Re I JOHN L. Ll!'~ IS. ET AL ' 

b ;,/'j' 
,'-

-In the fall of 1931 I reoa11 that I pioketted Nine B 
far about SO days. The purpose of thil pioket was 
to keep U.M.W. men out of the mine. 

-In December 29'7 I voted in the eleJtinn at the et"te e.nnOT;Y 
whio)- ,,' )oti>r! Wf\s "PC ,0, C i by the No.tional L,,:,o!' ReiatiollB S08.rd. I 
,.,ent '1;0 thi, .lecti ,." ·:C1.·c;c:lLo.rily. I don't re"e.l: hot;' I rOl'eived noti09 
cf tl&8 61~od.l")n ·,;· ... b·.,\l~r ~':\ld D'l3 hO\': -;;;.""1 ~ .. ~ . .,.j,. ~I '?,O::~8d for the Progre8. , I'_.~. \ _... . _.. a 

81.Ve \..!. .• .r.:.. .. ..t.. .. ) t9CE.I...Hd ":"~_"'3C1 t 16 .t'rogr::!'l';;l-rCS be-~·.;er tnan .... na UnlteG. 

~e Workers. 1 feit tl''lt "ohe P.l:.A. W.l" more oonsiderate of its 
members than the U.M,W. 

"7'hor: I ro,;':: ,01J to work &t tli.r .. , ,: in ::'939, I reenll that some 
parts of the I!'.ine we,.) ~:J good shape, o.nd oi;ha,~o "'6re in bad shape. 
I do not reeell nny fi:v3 at the ,.,ine after I returned. 

-After 1 ret',cC"ned to Mine jJ in "239, there was sane trouble 
at the Itiine. I rocr.:.i ·;h~.~ ::,:.)8 day I was fincu $5.65 for s6n~ing \.t~ 
dirty ooal. For sever"l '.,ee':e rd'o0r ',;hh i reoeiv9d fines almost as 
large as thb f",· di,.cy eoal I f'~'L t!w.t "O"",on~ was dirtying my 
000.1 beco.uso 1 have always buen a ca~·8f'.l1 Y'orker, and never before 
had been fined su~h large amounts, nu~er 070r one dollar. This 
trouble at the mine was in oontrast t~ thA quiet working oonditione 
that 11&d prevailed at the mine prio:' ';;0 t'1C strike in 1937. There was 
no trouble that I reoall prior to 1837 • 

• If I . 
Jil.ne 'r~orkers beoause I Fas afre.id to vote for the P.M.A. 1 was afraid 
of losing ~ job. I also was afre.id that 1 would be giwn a poor roCIII 
in which to work. Prior to Fobru&ry I had been given good rooms, and 
the trc.ok ·"o.S o.hm:rs la1<1 olose to the WillI. However, just before I 
got sick,' I Wo.s given a bad rODIO in whioh to work, and on several 
oocasions the truok weB not laid cloBe to the·wall. Because·of these 
conditions I feel thet 1 "Jould hc.ve been compelled to voto for U.Y.W. 
in the hope that the conditions would be changed for m;f b~nefit • 

. :-'1i!1'i \_!i1?4"~"'1"7":,f"5! 
. -,,' 

-Evon aftor I was a momber of U.M.W •• I oontinuod to get bad 
roans in whioh to work. I don't know "Iv those rooms were given to 
JII£I. 

aThis statemont conoi.ting of this and three other pages 
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b1~ 
has been road to me, 

_ I state th£lt true 
~edge £lnd recolleotion. I have read this 
etate;nent aleo. 

- l, 
and. vol untar ily 
identified th61uelvea 
of Investigation. No 
obtn in thi. statement. 

/s/ 

VS~ringfielf, Ill. 
August 27, 194~. 

freely 
who have 

Buree.u 
or promises have been made to me to 

in 1939 I hear 
wife of who reeides on 
say thlit had reoeived 
Workers for his in stirring up trouble B. Because of 
his accepting thio money, Dqninio's fondly hlid nothing to do with him. 
I also hoard nbout this inoident frcm·otberc:souroes, but Ioan't 
r'3l:len,ber when or where. I recnll that .inilar information was reoeived 
by me ooncerning T~ny Flotoh. 

-After the trouble ::t Mine B in 1937 '"" husbnnd, _ 
• '~was afraid thlit ."nothing woul<! happen to him. ~~ 

dotoh and Joe Albanese talked with him in 1937, and later when he 
j~ne~ the U:!.t.\T;-;-~'I'leY'tnferred thlit he had to join the U.!i.W. for 
hi. own .afety. ~ husband nevor hlis boen in trouble, aI,d did not -"ant 
to get into trouble with these men. 

-I have rend this .tct~"ent of one page and stnte that it i. 
true to the bo.t of ~ knanlodge ur,d reoolleotion. 

/s/ 
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cope of the investiga
tion r.~s and know wh~t kind of answers he should give. Interviewing ~gent. 
h~c some d~ubt ~s to the vcr~city of his st~teDent., but he could not be 
',avered fror:! the story :1S set forth. his o;>inion. 
F.~ r.as uno.ble to rcc~ll events ."hich, it would seem 
trot he shou1c! h9.VC ro:::.llec1. Eo ss of his 
"i'pcaro.nce, his nbiliOy ':;0 express hi'lself nnd he would be very difficult 
to confuse on cross-c.<Clninntion. "t the timo of the interview, he executed 
the following statement: 

"Springfield, Ill. 
AUlust 27, 1943. 

~
"1' no.me is , make the follc.win& statement 

tc 8,,' who hc.ve identified the:n-
selves 0 me Spec Eurc~u of Investigo.tion. 
lID promises, threats or c:msder"tion has been mnde to me to mo.ke thiB 
stat!'lent. I make it co"'rlctely vnlunto.rily. It is true and accurate and 
I o.m willing to go to court and reI'e~t it if neccsso.ry, because it is all 
true. 

"I wo.s first eJ!!ployoQ :>t ;:1no B in'" At that timo I 'N"S a 
member ()f the Unite'; ),'inc ";orkors becauso 1 h~o belong to tha.t Union 
in order to 'I'ork. In 1932 the Frogrossivcs wore formed and I joined that 
Union. I did not kno~ much about wh~t w~. harrening, ~d was willing to 
join t.>te Pro&ry.s_tl.!~,c ~,od;u . ..t: ]';p-'r12" in order to work. At that 
time I did not CC-re much ,:hich UnLm I belonged to, just 10 I could work. 
In f~ct, that is the way I feel today, I don·t care which one I belong to 
n~w, if I c~n work. 

"Before 1932 there ,3S no troulbe at the mino that I know of. 
"ftcr 1932 thinGS "bEt pretty 'Noll ;;-r"the minG with the Progressive Mino 
",orkcrs. Some of the men v:"ro c~mi'l9.inin& "bout the la.rgo assessments th!l.t 
the Fr~grcssivE-s VlerD ",aking. They thousht tho.t the assessments and 
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deductions wore too much. Some or them complained 
e.bout the St9.te officers of tho m: of A, se.ying 
that although they ~ere only supposed to hold offioe 
for two years, thct the same men kept control of 

the Union by switching offices. There W3S no complaint about the way the 
loc!ll w,,", bGi.~_g run. It wes not !l rackot rIm outfit. I .9.5 pretty woll 
S9.tisfioG -"i 1::1 the -;:o.y the Progressive Union ~'as being run. I went to the 
moetinss. Th8re W~3 not ~ grco.t doal of troub!e at the moeti~B. Yot maD¥ 
men we"t to .the meetings, unless it "o.s 9. spocial moeting, bu there was 
no complaint t[,o.t the local .. o.s not bein:; run by the men thomsolvos. 

"Beforo tho otr: e 1 "':lS Bo.tisfioc Viith thc ..,.9.y the Progressive 
!~ine orkors ':,erc v;orEr,~, !:.nd the OF 'oro. tion of the 10co.1. It did not 
In''-kc Much differonce t? 7.C, thou.::;h, which 17oion I bel In 
when they had !In electlcn in DQco",b 1931:ls 
v~ted for tod 

~sscssmonts were loss, and did not 
como IlS ~ftcn. Tho.t is th8 rc::.son I decided tho.t I would rather belong to 
thc U!.:.~. Th::.t clecti~n in Dcr-cmbor 10)37 ""s :l fair election. No one told 
me noV! to vote. or n:'\de rmy ti-.rco.ts or requests of ",e in My YI!ly. I voted 
just as I plo!lsad Ilt th~t c1ecti'Jn. 

""t tho r.le~tinbs of the PM;; 1000.1, there V/"S no compl .. int. There 
were 11 few p"rsonlll fights amon;; members once in a while, sometimes over 
things th9.t arose in connection with the union business, but there was 
no compulsion, or anyone ~~king anyone do anythir~ that they did not wIlnt 
to do ~t any of the se meetings. No ono 'R"-S f,)rced to attend or do anything 
th-'1t thoy did not want to do. Pofore the strike I did not hetlr anyone 
complllin p~rticulD.rly about the~. I did not hCllr anyone say anything 
"bout ""'itching Unions. I know th'lt sevor~l men >lere tried by the Union 
for s~ying things ago.inst the Union. I did net hear thorn so.y anything 
though. These ::len '~erc tried one or two o.t a time. I do not know how long 
beforo the strike the V,ero tried, nor if nll of thorn ho_d been tried before 
tho strike. I do n;t know exactly "ho the mon -~er6 who were tri"d and 
kicked out '.f the unbn bef'Jre' the strikEl. I know that Frllnk ;.!lAtin, .:ro!!y 
Fl_', __ tCh" ],ndr:ow SChrel~;t!ua, Domi~c Po.sq~le, F~~e Car;er, Cotton ;,nnia8, 
LIllJ~O.s_ J-;;cf5;,'~. ~hf,n ohannon, anC" J'Ilr""y P'"lo were bCKed outooi 51 C -
the strike. I am not s u "t.o dae 1I"s~'l;rlea.--1 did nct honr any of thse 
men s'J.y ::>.nything :>.bout switcinli Unbns, --

~", .," ,"I, re'.1c, ~9.r t, hQ<J~ bcf[,r~ tho strike fair.ly v:ell ~,:i',a;e~\-
; . (sit:' .. &GIIfI .,M'c stnke occurred on ),,,-y 12, b31'.~&:n'" 
• some' drscusslon at the. minc about a contr!lct. I do n0t recllll 0x"ctly what 
it W~S, but a few Gays bofore the strike rtctut<l1y st3.rted ther6 was soma 
talk 'J.bout 0. striko then. I r0crtll that Osc"r F~lcetti cllllod mo and "skod 
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thDt it ~~s and if I 
rC!:lG:.lbcr \:ro t ... as on 
the c~ntr~ct. ;fter 

rcc~ll his namo was signe 
the p::.per th~t I read,. but 
I rC:ld it the mon all ?lont 

',O'af:' - 048& 

do n~t 
it haG 8~mething to do with 
b:l~k to work. 

"The ni;;ht b,cf~re the strikc, or shortly b~fore th(' stri e there 
was a mcetinf: of the local. I think this 'fi:!.S a 8;>00i,,1 l!lCeting. It was 
so lone; :!.g~, tho.t I do not recall cx::.ctly Vi~t"ent on. Thero was a 
fairly IDr;;e bunch of fellows there thet r,ight. They ~id not try "-Ily mon, 
tky had ~ll beon trid bofon. I wo.so.t the meeting !lnc they decidod thct 
they would not go bac": -:0 wark as lan;; ~s the J:lO:: who had been tried and 
kicked out ~f the Cnio '-'~re still at work. I r8mclilbor th:>t thore w:>s some 
discussbn CIt th:1ttic. I do not renbGr ex~ctly "hat h!lpponcd, but I 
think the mon docid0Z"to go te. work the n~xt day. I know "~ie cid. I was 
working, ::.nC: MC filled one car full, On~ of tho drivers told me th!it they 
were not fillinG full c".rs tho.t dcy,-and I bId him th~t is I coulc.~'t fill 
a Car I Yloul(:n 1 t w')rk. I lcf-c ::ln~ .;-', artod h::lJ'TlC. I \~9.15 on top '";",'hr- _ 

c:>.lled the strike. I went ho'llo. I think the trouble 'No.s Qver the rrh.ng 
of thJSe mon who held beon kicked out "f the Unian. I recall vaguely, thllt 
Osc:>.r F~lcetti tolG a group of the men while I WClS there that he ~ould not 
fire those mon until he bot 80m£; nore inf:orr'",tion on the -'-:-a;;ner ,~ct. I do 
not ronll if that ":3.5 the dey 0f the strike or the day before. 

"iSter the stri e, I Vicnt home. I wont back to work the next 
day, but n:>nc of thf2 m~.'n ,,_or8 'Working S0 I v:ent on home. I 'N6nt out the 
n0xt courle of days Clftcr the strike. ~,nile I was out thore I si~ned some 
p~pcrs for the Pr0t:rcssivcs, I think. I rer"~mbGr sisning SDmLthing. I 
know thn.t I did n.'t sibn 'lnythin<; for the United lline ~:ork()rs. I wo.s a 
mambor of the Progressives at tLlt time. I w[tnted them to get back to work 
as soon :16 they c"uld. I ''''is cis'ltisfioc vlith the doductions, but I was 
nc,t doinS ,<"ythin:; about s'ui tchin; Unions or caus ing any discussion among 
the !!lan •. I wo.s s'ltisficd to stay in the Pr~grcsSiVG8 if 1 could get bnck 
to w"rk. After a few dClYS I t g"ing out to the mine, and started 
lOoking; for another job. i'lV; . 

they would be b"cause 

~.m. 8 0. picket line. ilft6r the m~n stayed out th ..... e.ro.,hJM .. W~. t.w ..... ~th «. he .. q:4M' ut th"rc at nisht for II "hile. :~: "', . ,.~ 
.... ' .t,,· ........ one t~t;(. __ ..tdcd, to talk mo ~l'itoSt'iiy nE> ero"~ 
nune 0. niGht, tc no; ICoD ", ~_i ~ '_and tho.t it was my. euty. I 
w~s pot t}~eatGn8d or anything for not s~inb' the men just tried to talk 
men into stClying there. :.ftcr the job wo.s QVur I went b(lck out to the mine. 
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, 
I was at the ~ine on ~~c 6~: tr~t the United State! 
~~rshall oame out ther~ and ordered uS off. 

"I did not try to go b~ck to work ~t mine B ~t ~ 
other ti= until tho minc wus opened in 1939. I did not know that they 
ever trie~ to open the mine again. I know I did not hoar about it. I_s 
net v:orJri"G most ~f th~t time an~ .,ould have gone be..ck to work if thoy had 
tried to opon the mino. 

to us. 
h",·:; to 
th"t I 

"I voted in the clecti0n a few days after the injunction was given 
I voted for tho Uni tee Mine -·or~ers, but nc Dna tried t:> tell me 

vote. It was a fair election. }'a one threatc!led me or anyone else 
kno,; of. I V0tO~ just us to how I 'C~::lted. 

1938 I GJt s jab ~t the 
mine, a.n: I joinc·::! 

h::,,: r:ry l!lemOOr"nl 

for c.. few we oks • 

.... ,r.en I went b'O.ck to v.ark "t y--,inc B, .. hich W:lS the first co.y of the
orcning, I W0!lt right bllCk to v'ark .:.t the swnc place that I had been 
'I.~:.:)rking bt;forc: There y.3.S :co evid~ncc of n big cave in or fire in the 
mine in th::l t rart. There wore " fev: smo.ll cave ins, but tho mine in that 
p(lrt wo.s pntty well k~pt up. There haL been a big cave in on the South 

side of the mine, but p;.3i;. e.d,a;;,,~ct, it has not been 
fixed up even n::''Ii., ." '" I know that it ho.s 
n::,t been repaircd a1: bl;cked off no,", and no one co.n get close 
to the C~VG in because ~f the black c~~p. 

"I ,,::IS ~ M·onbcr of the mr,-.- ~ll the time after I went bnck to work 
at ::ine B. I did not seo anyone bG~tcn or threatenec. I did not pay much 
fltt--;;nron to what ,,'lS going; on u.t the mine during that time. I do not know 
of any orb"ni.ing; th::.t VI'" being done in tho :!line. I did not talk to anyone 
~bout the union, ask anycn~ to change or etc. Jly brothor !lIlci fathor were 
working out thero. They did not swich unions nne nothing was cone to 
eithGr Cif them. 

"r hllve ruaC: the above statemont on this ?"SO IlIld five othor puges. 
It is &11 true and "ccurate. I VI"-S never thrcaten"d or mistreated in 
"-ny w'J.y by <-ither of the unicms at J:inc B. I never cared much which 
Uni::m I belDnged t,. I y;0.5 eatisfied wi th tho Progressive l'ino 'lforkers 
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when I was n member or thnt union. I am satisrled 
ydth the Unitec J.:inv "orkcre nnw. 

1;;ned) 

(signed) 

FBI" 
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was iDtoTV~cwed at hi. home. 
, III the 

assistaDCG of 

and profossEld 
memury. 18 not believed. to be a good potential witness. Upon interview 
he executec the following signed statemunt, 

• 3.ilC) 
.~. 'll:1G is 

"'to me . 0 e 0. Speci'll 
threats, promisBs or consdfd6r~tion 
metke this to.te!'Hmt. It is true :l!ld 

to repeat ~st~t0rnGnt in court. 

WSpringfield, Ill, 
August 27, 1943.-

melk" this stc.t6ment to 
who h~vo identified thernseovles 

etu of Investigation. No 
of any kind ho.s been made to me to 
~ccur~ts, ~nd I am willing if necessary 

"I workEld E.t mine B someti e ir"- I belonged 
to both the United ~orkers while 
I was working thore. _.;.~~ 

.,,;: .. _ I nover Vlent ~~;tM 
~ns. -,ben I ~:::..s c. member rkers I wal 

satisfied. ~enI was a member of tho Frobressive Mine workers I wa. 
satisfied. I did not cetre which union I belonged to. I voted in the election 
in 1931. I nlso votod in the election in 1941. No ons ever told me to how 
to vote. 1 v"ted just as 1 Flcnsed. Both of them Vlere fair electionsas far 
!!os I know. 

P'--. rend the above statement over to me. 
It i. true ~nc nc 

d) 
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'-> r .... ' '; .;-:rTH 'I ,:It 

" ~i ~ inc t'"lker, and C jO!XlI'n 

Sprin,....iOld Illinois, 
Ar,ents . 

1943. e wa -
record. It is believed 

~ he wuld 00 ::: sntisfClctoIj' d.tness. 

The followin~ is n siGned stRtemont exocuted 

t~rily to 
selves to IIJj as 
threats or promises 

"Sprind'1eld. Ill. 
AUeust 30, i943 

~trttement freely and volun
. CI!JIIIII!r~ .who h~ve identified them

Acents oi the F~der3i Bureau 0i Investif2ti~n. 50 
h~ve b0en Made t" ne to obtJin this statement. 

"'".;". "~ "I res;ntly live at .' 
c.,,,,,~d:l ne>t w')rk •. I...:.u..> . ' 
'c:une to tM unitod stn~n _;)nd wes ' in 

tiiliii1d, Ill., 1n _ lJy eertific3te of mturnlizat10n is n\lJ'Jbered 

_-"-r w··s n oo1'>oor of the United tline 
;Torkers. ~'"\T'le~t~tes, I w~s a nember of the U.M.";";. 
in the United St,te s wi th:lut h-,vine tD P'lY a.ny extra dues. I stJyed· 
in the U.l:. '::. union until I joined the Progrossivo lIine r.orkers of Arerica 
union in 1932. I st:lyed in this uni')n until 1940 ~7hen I rejoined the 
U.ll.W. 

"I beC:ln to work in !!tne B obJut •. ~ I took no part in 
the fOnBtion of the P.I:.:'. at Mino B. If the r.ldj~of the miners at 
l!iI-,e B wor~ irl favor of the P.1:.A., that Wl\5 satisfactory with tre. it made 

-n:)-difference to me to which union I beloneed. I just wanted to work 80 

that I could m,"ko money to support r.!e and my family. 

III don't reGlcmber any tr")uble at Mine B from 1932 to 1937 between 
the P.M.A. and tho ~1naCenent of the nine. I don't think there was any 
trC)uble in tho P.II.A. I did not attend nany union r:Jeetines because I 
VIas not very much interested in tlnion activities. l'llntever the najority 
of the minors deciced tJ do with O.K. ylith me. 

Prior to 1937 I dDn't remember thnt any person asked me to join 
the U.M.',;. I don't knOl'!' of the activities of any persons -"ho mieht have 
triod to Cet members for the U.!.!. \1'. 

"I don't know tho l'C.1s?ns f0r the strike in 1937. I did not 
attcnc\ too P.ll.A. noetin[; em the niCht beforo tho strike, ond I don't 
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"r recall t.hat. S'Jalone t.,l<l !!Ie alY.lut. an elect.ion in December 
1937. but I don't N)!:lCooor it I voted in the electi<Jn. I dce't know half 
I would have voted in the election, but I probably W0uld have voted with 
the JII.'ljority in favor of the P.!.!.!. 

, 
"I don 't rere.C\oor ~t.tin:: any notices~r the reopenine or J.:1ne B 

except the l~st notice. I did not Co up to the mine because of the fight
ing that uns COinS on between the l!lElmbers of, P.ll.A. and U.),!. .... 

"I TiCnt back to w;:,Ii1;'in lline B, all I recall, in 1939. Atter 
I returned to work I ~. D =n in tha'l!!inc who .... as known as an wrlr cbecker.
I don 't rarember bis nal:le. This man WAS pen:d ttod to CO all tbroUCh the 
mine in his job. As be did so, he t.:llked to the niners trying ~ get them 
to join the U.J.!.\7. Be ~id nat ask ne to join the U.l!.'Ii., and I can't 
rer.>eober the nares of the miners om,o told oe wrot he 1mB doine. Pr1.or 
to the strike in 1937 there wos n~ "air chJcket" in Mine B. I think that 

r."l~ was only trYinc to eet ceI;)bers tor 0.1.1. W. I think his name was 

AI ~joine~ne time in,the 
-:ben my wife died in _.~ I " 
""ked theo if they • .,unnelp 'iiie~y for I 

They told me that they did not have any rloney 
r.le that they could not do this because r bad not any P.Il.A. duea. 
TIle )-!ine B cOt:lp.'lny had not dlacked off mine dues for either 1miOll, as I 
recall. • 

"Some time in 1940 Do!'linic.,PasqU<lJ.e. cam tony house ane' ~ked 

t~:::!i~~;e' 
the chlck to my accrmnt in the First National 

is located on 5th St., in ~princfieldJL Ill. 

"From the tL~o the mine opened in 1939 until the election in 
1941 I saw no tr?uble at t.he roine. I heard that. SOI:lC men were be'lten up, 
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"but I don It kmw anything about the rclleons tor the .. 
beatings. r don't knC1lf. the Mmes ot any or the perst:m8 
involved in these beatincs. In the election of 194r I 
voted for the U.ll. .... 

-r prefer the U.U.-:1. because thlt union took Mre ot me 1Ihen 

~
h " cfused tJ help !!Ill. If the U;I.:."J. h:ld net helped me -_ 

r think th:lt I w::>uld have no preference as to llIhat~ 
" ong t<:>. Uni·:>ns (Ire all alike t? oe; ?ne S80ms to be (IS good as any 

other. 

"This statenent c)nsistinc <:>f this and two other typewritten 
pages h(ls been read t) no :m~ r st-,te that it 1s true to the best of_rq 
knvwlGd38 aIle' recollection. 

-"Une sse!! I 
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