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BE. JOHN _L. LEWIS, ETAL 

INTERVIEW WITH ---

t" 
o 

_ .. ~... " :. denied~r~ of hiB cm...&t-
filiahons. I no 
following s gne s a ament. 

" 

"I. 
voluntarily make 

known oriminal reaor • urllilhed the 

~Ill. 
~er 16. 1943 

and __ of the Federal 

. . 

or p~ have been Dade to oause me to make 
I know that the same oan be presented in a oourt of law. 

statement and 

"I was born 1n 
in _ I was naturalized in 
Creek ~5 and belong to PMA. I 
1932. 

emigrating to Amerioa 
employed at Panther 

Pr ogressi V" sinoe in started in 

at ei ther Mine A or Mine B. However. 
in the summer was working at lline B told me that 
V.ine B was going to some men, and I was looking for work 10 I 1I8Ilt out 
and talked to OSCAR FALCETT1. lfr. FALCETT1 told me that he didn't need 
any men. Be didn't asked me what union I belonged to or where I had worked 
before. There was othermen there that morning and he turned them all dawn 
for the same realon. 

"1 have read the above statement and it 1s true and oorreot. 

/e/ 

I, Springfield. Ill." 
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RE: JOHN L. UHIS, EX AL 

--~ -""t -.Ct::, .... ,.. 

-t' o \. 

Spr1Dt­
• hOllllt 

wns cooperative. thal""!l"'" 
Special Agents and _ \ 

e a >'0'" .,ouc as he didn I t atart at )fine B unt 11 JIlZl-

~22, 
~has 

ment: 

1940, Ill'lcl. haE very little knowledge of pertinent 1'act •• ----., 
no known criminal record. He furnished the following s1~ 

• 

"Springfield. Ill. 
September 18. 1943 

Springfield Ill. do 
lAgents~ 

No threats or promises h~e 

"I 
~ily 
_and 

to cause me to 
sented in court. 

, a.nd I know that these filet. ean be pre-

"I was born in 
was naturnlized in Sprin 
in _joining In.r;;, o.t that • 
22,~ presently e"'ployod there as 
office in either union. 

coming to Arnericll in_ I 
I began working in the mne. 
beg"-O working at Kino B Ja.n. 

a digger. I he.ve never held an 

"I WUs !l Progressive before I went to Mine B, having joined PNh 
ct Panther Creok #4. SeQ Cntalonia (Joe Albanes,,) • igned me up Ult·", in the 
1'fCsh house; just a couple of days aftor I startod to work. I WIls rever 
throatened or bont up but I hec.rd o.bout some of tho t:len gettizt; bent up. 
I dido. 't know !my of the men who were beo.ten up or why they were beaten. 
I joined UM;;" because tho men told me thr.t they were in th« mnjority and I 
dido. 't bink I could get 0. job if I _s PW •• 

"I voted in the NLRB olection in 1941 which the UJdIIA won. This 
seemed to be a fair &: sQUtll"6 election. 

"At present I think both unions are about the same and I don't 
favor either one. 

The snme 
"I have had the above statement re~d to me by Age~ 

is true! correot. 

"'iitnessed: 

lsi 
lsi 

I. 

2JJ 

.--.-------~-.~-------~~ ........ ~--~-*' .. , .. .. 
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RE. JOHN L. WIIS. ETl.I. 

it is not believed 
no Imcwn eriminal 

Btartin~ 'thoro 
d Dnko D. good 'ldtnOIB. ~ 

.... ' .... Dltl" ... tho tollca1.lIg signor--"" 
stoJ.ome>nt • 

" 

"I vms 

Springfiold, Ill. 
SoptQr.lOOr 18, 194:5 

Sprin~iold, Il~l. do 
Speoinl Agont 

promsos of nny Id.nd vo . 

oe.mo to Amor1oD. in 
! ?O.s ha.~)"'f"" "'·od in ! bogo.n to work in 

mines in ~ joining Will D.t thnt I hnvo novor held e.:n 
office in !lnliiiPR~ prosontly omployod D.t Hino B o.s 0. digGc>r, 

~
str.rtinf': on Boforo starting o.t Mino D I workod Ilt_ 

(3 ong " About two or thrOG months boforo I ~ 
Il no 1 tried to f:et omploynont refused. OSCI.R FiJ.CETTI 
Ilakod De whore I workod nnd I told hin whioh ho Imaw _. PW.. 
Eo told mo th!lt ho was fillod up. I novor so.w • FiJCETTI hire ~ODO 
elso whilo I WIlE thoro !lnd ho novor mont1onud IDSli. to mo. 

Witnessod: 

"I hnvo had tho IlboVG ato.too.ont rO!ld to tlO by J .. gont 
It is true & oorr(3ct. 

IiI 

io.l ..isGonts. 
Springfiold, 111.= 

- 234 -
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!lE, JOIlN L. IErlIS, ETJIL 

I , 
t 

.,,--. 
~ '. 

. ..........~" 

ro-
fusod "Work nt I.!ino a.n "OPOD .hop" ngroo-
nont. Hc-,;ovur. it is z:nko n good '11110-
noss inc.sLUlch ns ho wo.SD't spoo11'ionlly of his un10n . 
a.ffilintior.s nnd WflS not askod to join lnlU, ns n oondition to got II. 30b, 

B no known or1.minfll rocord. Ho f'urnishod tho !'ollowi~ signod 

701un'",-,r 
nnd 
to 

n 

stntomont. 

"I ,'.'ll S born 1n 
in _ I =8 n:>.turcclizod in 
tha mnos in i.morioll in_ joining WI:' nt 
offico in nny union. 

SpriDetiold, Ill. 
18, 1943 

Sprin&fi 
'ou .• ~~ /,gont 

of lUll' 

nnd 0= to AlDorion 
I bog!lD worki~ in 

• I Dovor hold lUI 

"I nOTar workod nt Ulno D but I did nsk Eor n job thoro 
oneo whil0 thoy \toro working "opon shop" nf'tor tho striko. !Ir. Fl.I£ETTI 
llskod oc. whoro I ho.d workod, nnd if I WIlS wc.s Pro!;l'ossi vo. Bo II.lso lI.ekod 
00 if I ho.d nny Prc[;l'aGsivo fr10ndo llt llin'OD nnd I told him yos. Do 
wouldn.t e1vo me n job. but I undorstood thot ho WIlS hirinG plenty of mon 
o.t tho.t tim, &omo nl.;lost eTGry dAy. 

"I stnrtod workiDG !l.t~.nd novor triad to got 
II. job nt Mino D c.gD.in. J.t presont I'~nthor Crook #4. 

·Soma of tho mon who workod nt mno D told IlIO thot 11' I 
would GO to soo n W:t. orgnnizor thllt I oould got n job, but I didn't wnnt 
~n Wi.!, nt thot tiLlo bo~ to gn bnok to'l!lll job nt __ 
___ han it oponod up. nnd _vms Proe;roBsiw. 

_ who wtls II.t !line D, I1lld usod to work with lID &t 
_ nsked ~ J(.I.no D nnd uk tor work. Ho told mo to go 110 . 
~cnuso they wore hiring mono 

- 235 -
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REI JOHN L. WUS, E'!i.L 

----------------

po.gol of st4t;oznonta _d" by Il1O road 
Tho.lemo II true ... 001'1'00104 

/0/ 

- 236 -
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RE: JOm: L. m;rs, ET AL. 

was 
the 

Agents--- and 
fused ~B nur,np on a number 
occasions. and went so far as to file a olaim with liLRB because he failed 
to Secure employment. .For this reason it 18 felt that be would ma.ke a 
good witness on d employment at ~ne B after November 6. 1939 
Fl!7I question". has no lcnOWD criminal record. He furnished 
the following signe 

·Springfield, Ill. 
September 20, 1943. 

iiI, 
make the rollowing 

~ No threats or promise~ were 
I Imow that the facts can be oourt. 

"During the fall of 1940 I ap?lied for a job driving mules at 
Mine B, on 15 or 20 occassions, talking to Oscar Faloetti on each occassion. 
The first time I was there he took me in the office and he asked me where 
I worked last. I told him Panther Creek ,14 (Ylhich was PJ.!A). He told me 
"nothing doing" and asked me to come back again. "'hen I returned on a 
number of occas.ions he would just shake his head. 

a boss 
a job. 

"I saw others there on the days that I asked for work, but 
never heard him, Oscar Falcetti. refuse or hire anyone else. However, I 
Imow that he did hire some miners rrom Panther Creek 14 who changed over 
to W.u.. Some of them talked to me when I was out T.here looking for a 
job. 

"Mr. Falcetti never asked me to change my affiliations or 
promised me a job if I would do 80. 

"After I was refused about ID times the ~ Looal OffiCials 
advised me to fUe a claim with N.L.R.B. which I did through thA FV.l 
Atty. 

"I 
to me by Agent 

above statemepts consisting of li pages read 
The same are true and correct. 

/s/ 

SpeCial Agents_ F.B.l., Springfield, Illinoh. • 

- 237 -
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BE I JCBN 1.. LEWIS I ET At 

7he following individuals were listed by the F»1 union &8 bav1.ng 
been refused emplorment at Kine B after Novamber 6. '1939. They .ere 
interviewed by Special Agents --...~ . 

From the replieB of. these individuals which are listed hereinafter it 
appears the PMA union possibly submitted a list of their unemplOJiBd to the 
Kine B office to secure employment for their unemployed without the knowledge 
of the individual miner. "ome of the 1!liners did make inquiries at the Mine 
for work, but did not leave their names tv be called. '''be individual rupoDlllos 
on this matter are ae followsl 

nev,-,%" 
.......... " .... ". advised he 
inquiry at the m1no 

for work. and did not request the ~ to do so. 

illinois. advised one 
"Pip.J.J,C .. "J.<m in for him at lline B. 

nevor was requested to report for 
work. 

ruinoie, advilled 
hc November, 1939. 
but lias advised thCJ' were It filled up". He 8 ta. ted he did not lIee atG'one else 

, being hired, toot he Was never called later as he did not leave his naII8 
am never 'Went back. '. 

Illinois. ~ndivid'Dal 
is prcsen He left_recently 
and has not advised what his Chicagc address is to date. 

he 
He stated he never lias cilled for work. 

Illinois, advised 
urn.on naJ,,"Q.w.y and not at Kine B. 

illinois. adi\~~, 
in Kine the PW. Pit ,. ''':':.' ~' .. 
Committee in the HOU$e. That he never JIIlI4e application at the ii.li' 
office. Be stated no one was being hired tbat day and he did not go'bac1q "I~ 

- 238-
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nUnols, advised he ~ 
and never requested ~'. 

Ill1nois, advised he IIIade 
it. opened in Novembor, 1939 
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RE. JOHN L. WiIS, ET 41. 

~
he followin 

Agents and 
and all 0 em interrogated 
II a.fter November 6, 1939 Pl,;l". 

, . 

at their homel by Special 
on September 20, 1945. 

Refused employment Mine 

The first tour advised that they had never worked at Kine B 
and had never asked for a job at l!ine II at all. The next t!u"ee never 
worked at ~ne B. bu~ nad asked for a job, but in all instances the date 
of the asking was before the strike in },lay of 1937. The remaining two 
individuals had never worked at Mine B either, but had sought employment 
durir.g the years 1941 and 1942 after I.lr. Elshoff had purchased Iiine A. 

linoh • 

• • • 

Investigation failed to locate 

- 2J.D -
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. , 
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RE:JOHN L. lEIIIS, ETll. 

• .-aH (Signed) 
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fie: JOHN 1. LEu IS , ETJ..L 

F· 

o 

A~:erl1:'S, F.B.I., 
U. S. Dept. of Justice." 
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~I JOHN L. urIS, ET olL. 

~ bY' Special Agents 
~ Springfield, Illinoill OIl 

at _ he appeared to be 'le17 
sincere and coopcrative, although his information relative to instant ease 
is rather liruted. He "ould !!lake a good \ itness to testify as to the facts 
sct forth in the follor.ing signed statOl!lant. 

"Springfield, Illinois 
ScptcJ:lber 13, 1943 

,...,;in" voluntary statement to 
KIl1:J"lJlg them to be Special Agents 

No threats or promises hnve 
been r.,adc to mc to induce mc to make /1- stntaJ:lent. 

"I presently re-
side at nearly all my life 
.:nd have I run still employed 
thore. 

"I ~rst joined U.ll.t;. in_",h;m I camo to the United States 
and I <l!. nar: a U.S. citizen. ~ never held any office in a:ny union 
and in 1932 I joinod Progre:lsive 'f'hen it ,.,.as famed. I had nothing to 
do \"ith the fonantion of P.H.I •• but I vns favorl'.bly inclined t~ard 
P.ll.A. 

"Ilino 1. had its sGasonl'.l shut dor'tl in tho spring of 1941 and somc­
tine that sunnc r I loarned thllt El.:3hoff hnd bought l:ino J.. 1 think 1 
got a letter frer.: IVan tellinp; or this nnd I also think 1 SEll" it in the 
paper. 

"Olen I learned tlu.t KL:;hoff had bought }!ino A I felt thnt I T"ould 
have to s~Gn up T·i.th U.l,~.\·. if I 'V:n.'1tcd to 'rork a.t !!inc A. ! felt ttr.is 
T;>;f becnusa 1 knOl" that l!ine B 'liS United and felt thl'.t Elshoff rould 
not hnvc P.~!.L .• in ~;t.ne 1... 

"Tho only laoeting 1 attended at thnt tim ras e.t tho Elk'll Club. 
I r.nonber thnt 1: notion c=c up a3 to TThether '1"0 ,could join U.!i.tI. 
and :: standinl; voto T';:!,! t12kon. Every Tl.."Jl thora, as flU' as I knar:', votod 
to join U.I:'~. .-n'.s in charge of this tloetinb nnd lod the 
discussion. i.ft~o Co U.H.' .• sonG of tho non rent md got 
El:lnundson. He talkod to us for R. short tine and he; had brought U.U.'::. 
cards .ith lun ,hieh \:0 signed. Ho told us thnt tho nine "fTould open up~ 

- 2/Jl -
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at lline .. but I guess 

I ... 

/ 

t all still nt Il:ine A and I believe conditions are 
the sane nar' as they T:crE) under P~ll~A. I did not 
hear anyone at the coeting at the Elk's Club toll 
,us that TlO had to join tr.If.~·. if wo 1rantod to work 

tha t Ilost of tho fe1101"6 felt that that "'as 110. 

"Tho abJve stntcnent 1mB been read to ne by 
and I declare it to be truo and correct. 

/s/ 
'I[ itnesscd: 

lsi 

u.s. Dept. of 

- 249-
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Re: JOltl L. LE..nS, ET AL. 

on 1>ePt~~mt>er 

cooperative and could be used as a government witness 
matters ,set out in his statement which followa. 

-
--I 

el I 

.. 

_" .. '<:l ...... Agents 
at Springfield. 

was friendl7 and 
to testify to those 

"Springfield, Illinois' 
September 14, 1943. 

follol'fir,g vol1%ltarj statement. 
both of whom I !mow to be 
Ihvestigation. No threats 

or promises have been made to induce me to make a statement • 

• M. ~~. 
A. ! remained there ll.'1til about July j 

I was a member of P.~.A. and U.M .... 

·"hen the miners joined P.!.!.A. in 1932 I was in Chicago 
and so, had no part in the formation of this union. when I came 
home I joined P.!!.A. at that time I felt that Progressive was needed 
and that I was right in joining it. From 1932 mtll 1941 P.l4.A. was 
getting along well with both the men and the Kine A officials, and 
there was no trouble of any kind that I know of.' . 

"The mine shut dovon in the spring of 1941, a sC3sonal shut 
down and late th3t sumMer J. learned that Elshoff had bought Lline A. 
I believe that thG first notice 1 had of this was what I sa~ in the 
papers t"Uing of the sale. 

"As I recall, I attended !1 meeting at P.li.A. hall shortly 
after Elshoff had bought the the meeting was held 
to see how tho men would ing Jiine A.· This 
~eting was presided over As I racall there 
was discussion as to woot do with the mine, 
but I don 't Nmem1x:r anything switohing unions. 
I knew, of course, that Mine B was U.Y.". and I guess that that 
was in the minds of most of the men. 

"I did not att0nd any othdr meetings until after the men 
had voted to Join U.M.... I went to the U.K.\>. building :md joined 
U.J.!.iI. on the last night toot -"e could join. I knOT.' nothing as to 

- 250 -
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Re: JOitl 1. !L .. IS, iT lI.L. 

~ 
~ 

what hap~ned at the other meetings' for I ~s 
1n Chicago for a whil~, and it was at that time 
that the other reatings were held. 

"Although I ~d no c'esirc to join U.1I.". I had to if I 'if3!lted 
to v:ork at :hr.c A. I dor. 't hav,; any information that l:ould indicate that 
t'1.c !riLe W'lS bought to €"t P'~"'" out, but thore was I!luch discussion 
aIOOng the men th:i t lII'ldc rr.2 think this I:l1ght be so. 

"r haVe rEad the ~bove staterr.er.t and declare it to be true 
anc corrEct. 

/5/ 

) Sp:cial A~(nts, FBI 
) U. S. ~pt. of Justice" 

- 251 -
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RE. JOHN L. LEIns, ETAL 

INTERVIEd 1iITH 

but not partioular y rme 

---

o 

Agent. 
8 friendly 

_y ....... raooDltlended 
as Ii witness. Bis etatement is as follow., 

ment to 

ft- Sept. 16, 1943 
Springfield. Ill. 

mako the following 'Voluntary state-
1 1.gents of tho Fedoral Bureau or 

have been made to induoe me to make 

"1 was born and have been a 
cititen sinco" 1 now live and am employed 
nt Mine i... I 0 beon a minor d working at 
)!ine 1. in _ I joinod tho P.lI,,~. in 1932 whon the men signed up with 
Progressive. I felt it was a good thing nt first as it meant a ohange or 
hands and I felt it was good for the men to have a ohango. 

ft! w::>s working at Mine i.. in tho spring or 1941 when the 
mino shut dawn. I reoall getting a latter from RYi.N saying he had 101d 
lUne 1. to ELSHOFF. When I first hoard tho news about the mine being 801d 
it made me feel Borry beoause I was afr~id we wouldn't get our vaoation 
money. I thought tho mine would either shut down or open up under U.K.W. 
I juat heard a lot of tho mon saying they thought it might be a united 
mDS. 

"1 'Wont to a moetin-~ at the P.M."'. hall and the mon were 
aaying the. t wo might not bo working Il. t )fine J. in tho tall. They also talked 
about mining ooal out of Mine 1. through Ii hole and pull it through Kino B. 
Wo woro afraid the mon in Mino B would mine all tho ooal. 

"1 alao wont to Ii meeting at the Elke Club at whioh t1JDe 
all tho ilion joined united. I signed up with unitod at the Elks Club. but 
do not know any of the detcils of the meoting. I joined U.K.W. booause I 
wanted to koep my job. Evorybody wo.nts to eat and I would sign up with 
any union 1£ it CBant gotting a job. 

"This atctoment MS boen rond to me by 
the best of my momory. 

FBI 
Dept. of JustioeW 

- 252 -
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Re. JOHN L. LEIYlS, ET AL 

ealt. 
and .underst!lnd. wel.l. 
of an interest in union activities, 
the Unitod Mine T.orkers union to the 

Springfield, 1111n01., 
1943,,...ial Agenta· 

he i no take muoh 
that he always has preferred 

Pr.)ltl'esaive )line Workers of America. 
He said that he has never been arrosted. 

The following signed st~tement .. ns obtained fromlllllllllt 

·Springfield, Ill. 

"I, 

_au 
promises ronde to me. 

"I live ~t 
at :.!inc A. I was born 
nt L!ine A in_ 

September 10, 1943. 

the following voluntary statement to. 
whom I know to be Spocial Agents of the 

of IIiY own free will, with no threats or 

!lnd am employed 
and stnrtod work 

"In the summer of 1941, I don't know just when, nll tho men at 
Mine A got a letter s~ying that Ryan no longer h!ld !lDY interest in Kine A. 
The mine had been closed dm<n since April, and, in Septembor, their unemploy­
mont compens~tion \Ins runnirg out. The miners wero talking among themselvos 
of getting their jobs back. The consensus of opinion among the men, !lfter 
they hC!lrd that Eishoff hnd bought ~ine A. was that it "la5 possible to 
l'Iork the Mine A through Mine B. No one over said anything o.bout thill to 
Ill£) • 

"I feel surG that a l~rge percentage of the men ~t Uine A were 
~nxious to ;et back into tho U.M.W. I personally "!lS never s!ltisfied with 
the P.~.A. becauso I didn't think the lc~ders of the union were c~pnble men. 

"I don't remember bCi~-resent Ilt the ~.tl.A. moeti s on Septomber 
6 and 11, 1941. I wo.s told by o.nd thnt I had 
b~en ~ppointcd to ~ committoe. m sure ldn't go 0 e meeting at 
Vlhich the committee wus Belected, bcce.use I would have disputed my "'ppoint­
mont. An Ilppointncnt wo.s made for tho committee to moet with Fillcott1 Ilt 

~:ine B. 1.8 I re!!l=bcr, 
th~t SIlTl F~lccttl, ilor 
-:e o.sked Fo.lcetti for 
!!len could expect. Fo.lcotti S~W they had bought the 10llso frol!l Ryan, ~d 
'rlere figuring on sto.rting the rni:ltl cbout Octobor first. I don't romember 
cny t",lk on tho part of Falcetti port~ining to tho U.Y.W. Tho roport of 
the co~ittce'8 oonfortlnco with F~lcotti was givon to tho P.Y.A., b~ 
I bel1evtl. 

- 25.3-
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Ro: JOEl L. LViIS, ET AL 

·····1 
o : 

"I don't remElmber !lIlY conversation at any P.Jl.A. lIIOetiDc. 
or nny>,herc olso, to the effect thnt it was nece8llo.ry to 
join the U.M.~. bofore .. e could go back to work at Hino A. 
It .. o.s sort of to.kcn for grantod. We know that Fo.1oott1 

'IIo.s dec.ling dth thoU,Y.';. at )(1ne B, :md Ienow he didn't wnnt to bl>.ve to 
delll ~lith lln"ther union in IUne A. I don't Ienow whero I got this idea. 

"One afternoon, at either the Elks Club, or the K. C. Ball. we 
s1gned up with tho U .1;;:;. I think a voto wne to.lten, and the majority agreed 
to join th~ U.M.". I don't know of nny forcEl or coercion usod. hfter wo 
had decided to join, Ednundson ca~c into the Hall, and said he was glad to 
lee tho m~n back in the n.M.W. I left right after jOining. and don't 
Ienow if Edmundson took the new officers to ru>et Elahoff or not. 

HI ho.vG read tho foregoing, consistir~ of approximately two and 
ono half pa;cs, and state that it is true to the best of my Ienowledge. 

cinl ,~gcnts. FBI 
Springfield, Ill." 

(sir;ned) 
) 
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lie I JOHN L. U;.:lS. ET iJ... 

o.dvised Special i.gent~ 
he had no information of value to 

re is Bet forth below the signed .tate~ 
ment eXGcuted by 

me to 

c.::rrect. 

· .. itncssed: 

Springfield. Illinoi. 
September 15, 1943. 

the following voluntary Btatement to 
knowing them to be Special i.gents in the 

Invosti(;!ltion. llo threats Dr promises have been made to 
to make a statement. 

I started 'Work­
rel~rtlO!"'V, 1940 to tue 

knew nothing ccncemill£ the switch from 
I rum now employed at Pco.body #59. 

"I N.ve rer.d th8 abcve stnter.,.,nt and declare it to be trtle and 

/s/ 

ilO •• C1· 1'.1 "Gents, F. B. I. 
U.S. Dept. of Justice. • 
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~: JClJN L. LH:rS, ET AL 

-, 

interviE!l'led by Special Agents_ 
At the outset of this intervi~ 

a good job now and -asn't going to 

llll!i!
anvthing get hin involved in /!In] trouble With any union. 

150 expressed the opinion that the governcent should have taken 
ac ~on a>;ainst John L. Lev:is years ago "hen the U.);.1. ,.,as more active. 
_'-as quite reluctant to discuss instant case although he stated he 
~stify if called upon to do so. 

He speaks good En~lish and seens to be of average intelligenca It 
is believed he TO uld bc only a fair 1I'itness to testify for the Qovel"Ill:lent. 

There is set forth belGlv the signed statement executed by -
any statement. 

"Springfield, Ill. 
sept. 15, 1943 

r.w.ke t:,e foHem. ng voluntary statement to 
~J'e~o_~ Agents of the Federal Bureau of 

have been made to ~et me to make 

and presently reside at 
at Peabody mine 659. I 

rry life and I joined the mr at that time. I 'Was 
president of the m:, local at Peabody lThen they tUl'Tled over to Progressive 
and at that tine I vas in favor of the ch:Ulge. '!he man 'Tere dissatisfied 
because of a cut in 'Wages and I think they "'anted to break sway from the 
1.H_ ,-;hen they did in 1932. I joined the Pl!A in 1932 and Tlorked at the 
Peanut Lline in a00ut 1933 .:md 1934. I started at lline A :in 1936. 

"As far as cv opinion goes I think the P'iJA had a bunch of men as 
officers Who were nothing but office holders & I don't think t~r could 
represont the men as they should. The offic<lrs didn't seem to/lQigressive 
enough to represent the m.m & never seemed to be able to get any place. 

"Lhen lfine A shut dc1l'l) in the spring of 1941 I got a job at the 
Peanut mine and nls there T'han Mine A 'Was Bold to Elshoff by IVan. \,;hen 
I heard that F.lsho!f bought the nine I fonned the opinion that in iiI 
probability :!lshoff ~-ould operl\te the ):una T'ith U.ll.r'. men. In lltl' opinion 
it .. ~s only logical to assume that a man like Elshoff rould operate Kine 1 
Tlith U;~ nen since Jline B r.as IIlr<.lady a I.U mine. I thought thllt Elshoff 
in Rll probRb~lity "ould ir.lnediately decide to put both I:l:inos under one 
union so he wouldn't have tr:o unions in his mines. 

- 2$6-
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B3I JOIDI L. un:s, El' AL 

... 

~ •. "'ITH _',l rs. ~ .. 

c c 

I learned some tine during this period that the PW. 
held several meetings to discuss their future policy, but 
I never attended any of those oeotinl;s as I "'IlS ",orkin{; 
a~ tone ~ean.uT. LUnu. I nex-t heard tt~t ull af tho men at 

!.[ine J.. had joined U.K'. so I f01ll1d out that the balance of the men "'ere 
gain" up to the Rlf hp.ll to sign up. I decided I wanted to go back to Uine 
A so I ~;ent up to the hcll and signed up. nobody threatened me or forced 
mc to siGl'l up. 

"I quit T'0r\OJ1f, at l(~n" A in I:'rch of 1943 because I found a job 
payinG norc money. Conditions @,t J:ine A T'ero better Riter the fall of 
1941 because the U.1!.~. raised our basic r?,te scale from fY,.?i a day to 
C7.00 a d<:y. The leaders in the VlZ, local at Irine A seemed to be ",bout the 
sane as the Pl!A men. 

"I hnve read over this statc:nlmt of 3 pl'.ges & ",,'ish to state it 
is true to th.3 best of r:ry 1!l000ory. I 'fish to clarify th:J lIbove b;r 
stating thfl.t the basic scale as stated above T'as in connection T.ith idle 
dnys at the mne. 

Tit-neeses 
(Signed) 

Special A~ent6, F.B.I. 
U. S. Dept. of Justice" 
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c 
leI JOHlI L. UX-IS, ET AL. 

13,1943. 
he has no 
executed by 

or proniscs 
stat '-'Llcnt. I ,Ins b 
Dining at l.iillCl t. in 
\.orkcrs and I 
joined P.ll.I .. 

.. o 

II.'3pringfie1d, nl1nois 
September 13, 1943 

nt 
read the nbove statCll!lent and declRre it to be true 

"1"11 tnesses 

/S/ 

/S/ 

Special J~cnts, nlI 
U.S. Dept_ of Justico" 
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R: I JOHN L. LF." IS. 'lItT :ru.. 

I1lTElNIEl" ,:ITH by Special J.gents 
Septcnbcr 13, 1943 at 
rather advanced in yoars 

~nd is not sure of any of th" details surroll!lding the meeting at the Elks 
Club. It is belioved he ",ould only mclte a fair ti tness to testi1'y as to the 
infornation set forth ill the fol1oring signed stnteDellt. 

"Springfield, Illinois 
Septcnbor 13, 1943 

fol101"-
ing to both of 
T.'hon I knOT' to be Special j,,',mT. 

No threo.ts or pronines hcvc ,be\Jl1 nnde to l1e to induce nc to oake a stato­
!lont. I ilL! nov: a shot firer at !!:Lne i .. 

"I ,'r S born in 
the nines in _ I 
started ,'orking nt J;ine i. in 
In 1932 I j:nncd p.r.i.. becaus" al":~6 'rent T'ith the najority. rtLno J. 
USUD.lly shut dO" n every sur1fl~r (!Ild it ~'as during the shut darn, as I 
Nccl1, that ':0 joined P.l'.!,. 

"I Tas T'orldng at : :ine J. in the spring of 1941 men the nine shut 
dO\"l1. • 0 hnd nIl:lYs got along all rtr,ht rith lWnn, and the nan roro 
s"tisfied T'ith P.II.I .. 

"So'1etinc the etlrly part of Septcr:bcr, 1941 I lenrned thp.t a neeting 
of P. ".1 .. "'r.s to be hold, either l't the K.C. 'S hall or the Elks Club. 
I think n follor' ti12t 'o!"ked at :line 1. told ne nbout the necting. He 
didn't kilO" the PUllJOSC of the noetinr,. I rent to it and at that til:lo 
le".m~d thnt ElshJff h'ld bought !line I.. I ren()nb~r th.-'lt _ 

1IIIIIIIIIIl~~d if I recall correctly he so.id that the neet~do­
~:::r , e T;ould join U.i:.1 .• or st;:,y nth P.I!.!.. I do not ronCJJber 
any discussion nbout tllia, but a st,'ndiIlr, vote "'as takon and every one 
voted to join U.I:.\ .. 

"then I firat leo.rned that El.shoff had boueht tho nino I felt that 
T:O T'Ould have to join U.::::,. to keep UIf job. I knCl\': that l~e B "'aB 
U.::.'-. and felt thnt Elshoff ~ould not operatei::ine A under P.!:.l.. I 
think tiJ.',t !lost :len f;;lt as I did, thd El.shoff ;'ould not op::m lune J­
unless it '''as Uroted. I never henrd anythinG about operating lfulo 1. 
throur-:h l~inc B. 

":.rtor the nen voted to join U. 1:.'. sOlloone sent after EdnundsOll 
and he cru.lC over, bring_ SOI1:) nenborship cards nth bin. lie ranted to 
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ask hiI_l rhat "'ould happen to the exonerated Liden 
of P.l:.: •• and he said they could ccne in U.l.!.~ •• , that 
is, those nno had 'orlred at );ine A. 

"I 'Cas not threatened or intinidated in any "('flY to infiuance r:ry vot­
ing for U.::.";' I ,"as olel, nnc had a job at lIine 1. and I felt that if 'I'D 

didn't join U.!'.\" T:O T:"uldn't go back to ,·ork. I knOl" '--hr>,t had happened 
at :'ine B and felt thct Elshoff roulc not op.m tho Hine 1. under P.lI.A. 
I si."nod n U.:~.',. carel at tilG above r::ectinr, and don 't recall attcmdi.llG any 
oth',r ncetinr,s. Conditi'ms arc about the Bnne at lfine A nov: as they T:Dl'e 

unc.:cr P.H.:,. 

"I have rec_" the above st,"tenont and declare it t·) be true and 
c::>rrcct. 

/s/ 
'\:itnessed: 

/s/ 

,,,,,,1.J."". " 
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Ro: "OlIN L. a:rs, ~ .AI. • 

...... 
_is not mentally 
~f questioninG. It is not felt that he 'ould make a desirable 
"l.tness. He furnished tho follOWing statement. 

"Springfield, nlinois 
September 13, 1943. 

the folloring voluntarJ statcmant 
both of '\"'hom I knar: to be 

Investigatl.on. No threats 
or promises have been !:\ado to me to induc\J ce to make a statomcilt. 

and started working 
and nov: reside at 

I joined U.N. I •• "'hen I started at Hine.! and 
,"h<Jl the rest of the non did. I joined P.ll.A. 

because the r.lajority did.p.nd I had no particular feoling for one union 
over the other. P.),I.A. got along all riGht 'nth th", men and tho COl!l­

pany. 

"In the spring of 1941 the mine shut dawn IUld thnt sur.unor I learned 
that llshoff had bought iiine A. I got 11 letter from ~an telling of 
thiS, and it w!.s also in the p11p'~r. tlo one approllchod me to join 
U.l~.-. and I dl.dn't give it T.luch thought. 

"Sometime in Septanbor I sm: a notice in the paper telling of a 
meeting of the men r.t ;,line Ii to be held r.t the J!.1.k's Club. I attended 
this mcctine "hich I felt "as to bn held to seo nhnt r.ould be dane 
llbout opening Une A. Nearly all of tho Den from )tine i. rore at 
this m\Jetiq;. Th0 non T.ore talkine r..mong themselves for Il. T.hile 
and finally someone, I don 't rcr.lanber nho, got up and snid 1"e should 
vote nnd see if tho fellalcs ranted to [to back to U.LI.U. i. standing 
vote T7n5 tRkon ~.nd the non vot",d to join U.H.T"<. Tho man electod 
officers then, and Ednundson caco over and tnlkod for a ,mile. r;o 
all signed up for U.N.\.. than. 

"I joined U.I!.~ .• beclluse th.., rest of the follors did, and /\lso, 
I hnd boloneod before and nover hnd any trouble T:ith them. 

"I hnvo rend the <'.bove stntenent and decli'.rc it to be true and 
correct. 

/s! 
"'i:itnesses 
/5/ SpoCi1ll ;~~cnts,. FBI 

U. Sf ))cpt. of Justico" 
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is_years or age, 
T'O~ good ~·itness. 

o 

interviewed by Spec1al 
and __ at 
Sept~43. Be 

has a poor memory and under no circumstances 
He furnished the follOWing signed statement. 

"Springfield, Illinois 
Soptez::ber 13, 1943 • 

.. 

~iiO'~enent 
both of who have identified 

t c Fedcr:8. Bureau of Investigation. No throats or p:'X\ises have 
been Qadc to roc to induce roc to QUke a statement. At the present 
time I am unGQploycd. 

"I was bern 
boen a miner for arB. 
t!1ne r:ork()rs in'" nnd od to ,,"ork at !;ino 1. in about 
I.t that time I ~ !tenber In 1932 I joined P.!!.I •• 
continued working at !::inc J.. Conditions T:ere good under P.!J.A., tho 
officers \erc ?rell likod end the union got along fine T;1th Uine t. 
officials. 

"In the spring of 1941 r:ine 1. shut darn for the s=or, as it had 
in the past. Sometime thct S\.l!1I.lcr Elshoff bought Mine A. I first 
learned of it through SOllC friC'llds, I don't recall exactly l'ho told 
roe. I rcm<nbcr going to n racetil1g at the U.II.I,. hall !\lld signing up 
for U.I~.1.. I had bocn told thnt if re didn't join U.i!.i.. the mine 
rould not open up. I didnlt ,"ant to join U.)!.T .• but I felt that I had 
to if I nmtcd to Hlrk. I don't r<Elembor heoring anything about horking 
!:ine i .. through lline B. I do not rcoonbL!r going to any other meetings 
other than tho one I r.lentioned bofore. 

and 

''lli tncssos 

/s/ 

hns rend tho above sti!tament to mo, 

/sl 

Special :.gcnts, FBI 
U.S. Dupt_ of Justic'n 
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Re: .x>m L. LEilIS, ET 1.1. 

on 
He is _years of age and unable to read. He appears mentallT 
sluggi~does not understand questions put to him. He furnished 
the following signed statement: 

-Springfield, Illinois 
September 13, 1943 

both of whom have identified as 
of Investigation. No threats 

mde to me to induce me to make a statement. 

"I was born 
_ years old 1 • 
T.l.l .... and I am still employed at liine A. 

"r joined P.M.A. in 1932 but inasmuch as I was only~ 
yrs. old then, I didn't know much about unions and one was ~od 
as another. lne mine Shutdown in the spring of 1941 and that summer 
I got a letter from Ryan telling that he had sold ~ne A to Elshoff. 
I also saw this in the paper. At that time I dicln It know what E1sho:N' 
would do, whether he would open und(lr P. Y.A. or United. i/e had been 
sat1sfied with P.M.A. and had be~n gettir~ a10~~ well with Ryan. 

"The only meeting I attended during this tirrc was held at the 
Elk's (;lub. I'early all of thG men from lIine A were present at this 
meeting. As .L recall, ~sked if the men wanted to join 
U.~.ff., a st!mding vo~nd the men voted to join U. Ow". 
Aft2r thG vote was taken,the men sent for ~dmundson who came over 
and talked to us. I don t rememty"r what he talked about. No threats 
were made to me to make me join U.K...... I joined U.K ..... because the 
rest of the men did. they all stood up and I did too. As far as I am 
concerned. one union is th2 Sa~e as another. 

-The above statement has been read to cc 
and 1 declare it to be true and correct. 

/S/ 
" "o"T ''''"ree" c",,, 

) Special AgGnts. FBI 
) U.S. D:!pt_ of Justice" 
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-After tho man lo~ding tho meeting told us thnt we oould 
not go back to work at Mine A unless we joined U.H.~ •• 
the n~~ by a rnnjority vote decided to join the U.M.~. 
All or-knew that Elshoff wanted tho U.~.~. in Yine A be­

ec-usc of t"e trouble thr.t h"J hcpPQned in lrine :e. and we kne'l'/ thnt we could 
nct v:~rJ, ili 1>:ine ... unless we signed up .. '1 th V.ll.:-•• 

nr dcn't knOVl if Ilny U.!'::::. crl;r.nizers were at this Dooting, but 
they c~uld he.ve been there. J.rter the vote by the men, Ray Edmundsen came 
i~to the meeting, nade n little talk, Lnd left the meeting. I den't recell 
what he so.id • 

..... ~hl..n the mon sibncd up wi th U.},:.~:~. # ! thir..k t:.!~t they rei t D.! I 
did. I needed a jub, nnd if I did not jein tho U.J.:.' .. , :;: rult that I would 
not be eble tv wcrk in ::ine a. I fo It the intention of the nino compo.ny was 
to get U.!::.: •• into the mino, but wns not sure that they would not work in the 
P.i.:.i.. I figured th::t the only thin,; th",t I could do _s to join the V.}.!."., 
se I joined of my o,m frou vlill. No fe'ree wc.s used on me to =kc me join 

,the U.t:.'.. I went h=c right after the rneeting. 

"Under the n.!::.-.•• conditions wore just tho s= nnd as good &s 
thoy were under P.io:.A. AS far ns I lID ccnccrned. too n.l:.:I. is just as 
satisfactory as the P.~.A. I w~s just as sntisfied with tho P.~.A. as I am 
with U.L:;. Either union was O.K. for me as long as the leaders woro honest. 

··"ben I first heard thc.t Elshoff had bought !!ine A, I did not think 
that the union weul:! havo to ehenge. "hon I heard that Elshoff wanted tovrun 
botb mines under the SnI'le union, I knt. ..... tht'.t I would have to jOin the U.lI.~. 
if' I wanted to work in Mine i.. I leney; this from the talk that I henrd frOll! 
the men who work in the mines. I den't lenow nny pr.rticulnr person who told 
I:.C this. I t'~lse heard. that Elshcff 'iilD.S plt.ru'iing to run L:inc A thrcugh the 
~inc :e sh~ft if the miners did not join U.~.I.. No one talked to ne about 
joining U.}!;:-;. 

nr had been perfectly sdisf'ied with P.l.!.4., but all of the c1rcum­
st~ces which I have told about abovo ~do me think that it was nocessar,y 
fur me to join the U .J.: •• ;. if I wnoted to work in Mine A. 

"This statement oonsistinc of this and two other typewritten ~ge. 
hus been read to no, and I stc.tv thct it is true to the bost of my knowlodge 
[.nd recollection. 

(s) 

:;itnoBseSI 

Agents, PBI, Springfield, Ill. • 
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HE I JOHN L. IEii!S, ETi.t 

September 16, 1943, by Speoial A£:ents. 
This mnn understands English very 

stated th~t he has 
He seid he is willing to testify if neoessary. 

no or imina 1 reoord • 

ment to 
of the 

.. 

or promisos mado me. 

Springfield, Ill. 
September 16, 1943 

IInke the f'ollowing vOluntary state­
whom I know to be arnoial J.gents 

my own free ,,;.11, .n th no threa-!;~ 

JI r fUll living nt Ill., 
end fUll working nt }.line 1,. I wns 
to the United States in _ I bo,oama a 0 

.-. I jeined ~nited Mine 17orkors 
~ of that union untill1934, when I begen .. , 

and joined the Progressivo Mine 'Yorkers of l.:merioe. I rejoined the U.lI.W. 
\'/hen all tho men at !.line i. did in 1941. I nevor held an Offioe in any 
union. Of the two unions, I preferred the P.M.l,. 0. little, although there 
isn't e lot of differenoe between it nnd the U.M.V:. In P.1A.l .. meotings, 
men were allowed to sponk up, whilo you or.n't do it in U .M.VI. meetings. 

"I heard from somo men thnt ELSHOFF hnd bought Mine J.. from 
RYlJl. rle wondered nbout it, becnuse I hc.d hanrd thnt ELSHOFF _5 supposed 
to be broke, and wondered how he got the money to buy it. J..s lIoon &s I 
heard that ELSROFF hnd bought the mine, I felt that I would h/l.ve to join 
U.lI.Y'. to keep my job, becnuso (;If wt.nt had happened nt Mine B. I was not 
oontacted by anyone about joining tho U.U~{., and I don't r~er muoh 
conversation nbout going U.l/.W. to avoid trouble at Iline A.. 

"X hec.rd at 0. P .Ji.l .. mooting thnt Blahoff' _5 going to work: 
Mine;. through Mine B, o.nd had sont o.n entry toward Mine i. from Jline B. 
1.t this moeting I henrd a report thnt ELSHOFF would put one hundred men 
in Hine 1. o.nd pull conl out through Mino B. Thero hIld been a committee 
~"t~t t~d mat with F.il.,LCETT!. and F.: .. LCETT! mny haVQ told the ooiDmittoo thi •• 
I don't know where the report started. I think that this report _8 Q 

bluff on th" pnrt of ELSHOFF, and thc.t it oouldn't be done. I heard other 
stories about whnt ELSllOFF WIlS going to do; I oan't romember them now, but 
I think thoy were all a bluff to g~t tho men to join tho U.Y.'l. I don't 
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RB I JOHN L. UlJiIIS, BTl.!. 

kn 011' of any 

remember hearing e..n:rr+_h.ing e.bollt ELSHOFF eayt-h: 
that he planned to operate Kine;" with the U.K ••• 
men. There was a lot of talk in this meet1nr;. 
wondering what ELSHOFF~oing to do, but r don't 

oommittee b~ing appointed. 

noon. 
it was 

"I went to £1 P.l/.A. meeting nt K. C. Ball on a Sunday t.i"tcr-
1. big I!lIl.n, whose nnme I don't know. oonduoted the meeting, and 88.1~ 
best for the men to stick together and join the U.K.W. if we wante~ 

to 'Work. a.nd if we wanted to a.void trouble like lIina B l"Ad. After the vota 
to gc U.M.":., EDMUNDSON spoke to the moo., and said he would weloome UI OOek. 
He said the mine would open as soon as possible, and that we wouldn't have 
to pay an ini tlation fee. There had been sevoral lI)eot~_:l~B jt,st before t.,); 
at ProJ!ressive Hull, but I don't remember My oommitt,,~:, beil." appointed, 
or anything speclalgoing on. 

"Sinoe the U .M.VI. has been reck at the min .. , things lI.re 
about £15 they ... re under P.M.A., although they might have b .... n n little 
better undor P .i4.b.. Tho only reo.son r 1'"9 joined U .14.1'[. wus to keap :y job 
at Mine 1 •• 

"The forogoinz. oonsisting of two pages, has been rend to 
mo and I state it is true to the best of my knowledge. 

lsi 
Witneeses: 

Springfield, 
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~ents _and ........ speakll and 
re~idenc on Se tember 16 194:5, by Speoial 

UDderst~very ... ell, He said ~ODtained in 
the steter-.ent set forth belO'.< 1E true and oorreot, but .he doolined 
to sign tho statemont claiming that it would be ombnrrassing for him 
if ho did. He would not olaboro.to upon thiE Eto.tom8nt. It is bGli8"'od 
thot hi. fllthor~ ... ho prcviously pad refused to sign a 
st"temont "ithO~~ attorney, hc.d tol~ot 
to sign nny st"tcmcnte. IIIIIIIIIIIIIdooe not appear to ~orson of 
Etrong ch: .. rc.ctcr. 

Tho following statemont '"tee oxecuted by 

·Springfiold, Ill. 
September 1~, 1943. 

"I 
c,nd voluntc.r 
idontified themec 
InvcEtigQtion. No 
obt::.in thie str,temcnt. 

m::'k~tho foll~:in sto.toment froely 
who bD.vo 

e01::.1 ,~cntE 0 e oaorol Burocu of 
or prD!!liEo. h::.vo boen =do to me to 

WI prescntly Toside c. 
~Jed et i:inc ;,. I WCE 

'-- I .tr.rted to "ork Clt nne 
joincc the Unitod '~ne Vorkere. In 1932 
"orkors of ,\neric," ,"Ihon Cl11 tho rest of the mincre did. The ohango 
to F.:;.l •• m.::.dc no ·differcnoe to. Hov'ovor, it Ecemod to roc th::.t tho 
duos in f.F.! .. voro a little highor then thoy wore in U.ll.?!. 

WI re::.d in tho new.pupors thot Ebhoff hed purohasod Uno 1.. 

...... 

0"' rr. c.n. j.t that time I W::'B doing Bomo oc.rpcntor work. I mot 
up ta':n ono d"y, end ho n ekod mo 1£ I '!';noted to ... ork o.t 

Line ". sc.id th::.t tho mino \7::.. going to opon ... ith 0 U.}.;.~. oontraot, 
"nd tbD.t if I ,,·o.ntod to work in Eine ,~ I would bD.vo to join tho V.li.lI'. 

"In the ec.rly f::.11 of 1941 I did not go to "Il¥ of the: union 
mootings. I joinod tho u.r.w. ::.t tho U.1:.1':. hoadqu:u-tore OD tho dlly 
before I ~;cnt bc.ck to "'ark c.t lano 1.. I h::.d to ",ork to support my 
f:u!'.ily, an:' 1£ I "'c.ntec to nork in 1:1no J. I h::.d to join U.1:.'<. It 
re~.lly =do no dUfennoo tome to \1hioh union I belonged, oithor tho 
1'.,:.1,. or tho U.l:.Ii. would bD.vo boon O.K. 

-The only pers> n ~ .. ho over tc.llted to 1'10 about this mtlttor \7C.1 

- 268 -

• 



! 
# 

" 
- -- - --------------------

. , 

• 

[ j'~ 
~ ~, f, 

-, 

i , 

: 

"-

I never" heard ~ other d1eou •• lona 

WI have read this statement and state that 1t 18 
true to the best of ~ knowledge and reoolleotion. 

__ said everything 1n this statement is true, but 
daclinc~saying thnt 1t would be embarrassing tor him it 
ho ~id" 

Speoial Agent, F.B.I., Springfiold, Ill. 
<:.1 Agent, F.B.I •• &pringfield, Ill. 
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RE : JOlIN L. LEWIS. ET AL 

Springt"ield# 

L~4~, by Special 
JIIIIIIIII~d During the interview 

was rresent. understands English ~e ~as 

friendly, but said that he has al~ays preferred the 
llflV to ~he l"JA. refused to sign the statement set out below 
witho~: the oval of his attorney. He ~aid he did not 
know the name of his attorney, but admitted that it was the attorney for 
the l1JS:. _aid that no one had told him not to cooperate ~ith 
Federal Ag;encs and to refuse to sign any • He said that he has 
always deciined to sign any st3.tements. • I said all th& 
facts set forth in the statement are ~ he will stick to the 
truth. 

tarily 
selves to 
No threats or promises 

"Springfield, Ill. 
September 15, 1943 

make the following statement freely and volun-
-___ who have identified them-
Ag~UIeau of Investigation. 

have been made to me to obtain this statement. 

ce.me to the Uni 
Springfield, Ill., 

_ . ~~bo~t~_~t!~;:~ to ~ork in Mine A. At that time, 
l was l.n 't;no un~'t;ea !i:~nt "Ur.1lt:rCi Ull.LUU, In 1932 r joined the Progressive 
Uine Workers of America with the rest of the miners. I went along with 
the majority of the miners. Personally I would have preferred to have 
U1!W at Mine A because I had always liked lJl .. 'I"i, All the time I _8 in M 
I would have preferred to be in UYW. 

"I read in the newsrapers that Mr. Ryan had sold or transferred 
his interest in ~ine A to Mr. Elshoff. I did not have any ideas as to how 
this change would affect me. 1 remember that 1 heard 80me of the miner. 
talking in town and Baying that the mine was going to sign a cont~ot with 
UMW, but I did not hoar anything about the miners having to join UMW to 
save their jobs at ~!ine A. 

"I did not Ito to any PMA meetings in the sUJIIIIler Or fall of 1941. 
I don't recall sir;ni~g up with tru.'l. It seems to lIIe that I merely started 
to pay dues to IDm. m,en 1 went back to ... ork at Uine A, it felt good to 
be back in Ul.!W. I don't know anything about any discUBSioIlll or talks in 
meetings of the unions in the summer of 1941. 
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RE: JOHN L. Ll!JIIS, ET AL 

INl'EINIEI'1 HUH ...,) "Conditions at Mino A now are Just aa £ood under 
UWI "'8 they wore under P/.Ik. 

"I have hnd this statement consisting of this 
",nd ono other hnndwritton po.ge road to me J o.nd I atl>.te thnt it is true 
to the be.t of my knowledge nnd recolleotion. 

"',litncsscs 

~:~ 
Springfield, Ill." 
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REI JOHN L. IErns. ETAL 

~ SpriZlgi'io14. no. 
~ 1 • was ~n So tombor 18 

1943. by Spooial Agonts and 
~poll.kS nnd ~ds • Tho 8 OllIOnt aot 
~W!lS roo.d to __ ho anid ovorything in it _. truo. Bo do­

clinod to ai_it sll.yine; toot it wus agc.inst his polioy to sign nny kind 
of c. papo~. !lid thnt no one hc.d told him not to .ign n atatomont 
tc.kon by Fodorn gents c.nd nlso addod thnt ho hils not boon in nny kind 
of troublo:o 

~~nd 
promisos llIlde to JIICl. 

"I o.m li vi n,; 
!!,£;,K l.Ut; c. t JUno 

Springfiold. Illinoi. 
Soptombor 18, 1943 

lDIlko tho 1'0 Umling voluntnry atatomont to 
whom I know to be Spooi~l ~onts of tho 

• of my own froo will, with no throats or 

I bogun v/orking 
Workers nt thnt timo. I Kine Workora 

of Amerioo in 1932. und rojoinod the U.K.W. in 1941. tw1~h to p~ in 
1932 mudo no differenoe to mo. I neithor fnvorod or opposod it. I am 
only interestod in mukillb a livillb. nnd stiok with tho IIlIljority of tho IDOIl 
in nnything thoy want te do. 

"I sow in tho nowapll.por thnt RYAN bIld Bold JUna ;. to 
ELSHOFF. I OOd mo.do up my mind thnt I wc..ntod to koop on working nt )(inc A, 
ond if nll tho mon wont U .M.W., it wo.s 011 right with mo, just 80 I Qould 
kaop my job. Booause of nll I hL,d heord of tho trouble ot JUno B, undor 
ELSHOFF, I fo1t thnt I probably wouldn't havo n job if, for nny ronson, I 
didn't _nt to join U .M.W. I didn't hoor ony rumor s nbout ELSHOFF pulling 
ooul from !.lino A throuGh )!ino B, or thllt ELSHOFF wns going to worle JUno A 
only with U.M.Vi". mono 

"I didn't go to c.ny mootings hold by tho P.K.A. union in 
Soptembor of 1941, c.nd don't know nnything th!l.t wont on. Iro ono c.ppronahod 
me boforo tho purchoso to join the U.K.W. I signod up with tho U.H.W. at 
U.H.W. Boll. I ~s told to go to thoir handquortors to sign up with tham, 
just boforo tho mine oponod. I don't romambor who told me nbout it. I ~ 
n lot of mon siGning up thoro. c.nd I folt thnt I hc.d to sign too, if I 
wc.ntod to koop ~ job. 
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RE I JOHN L. I.E'\' IS , ETAL 

my job. 

·Sinoo I'vo boon working undor U.K.W, n~in nt M1no A. I 
~von't notiood nny gro~t difference in oonditions nt tho 
mino. As I suid boforo, tho union in oontrol doesn't 
muko noydifferonoe to mo, just 80 I oc.n work nod keop 

"I ~vo rend tho foro~oing, consisting of u little mora 
than on" pngu, o.nd atu to 1 t is truo tc tho bost of my knawlocip;o.« 

moat is truo, 

hgonts, FBI 
SpriDbfiold, Ill." 

stc.tod t~t evorything ho so.id in this .tc.to­
sign. 
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RE, JOHN L. LEWIS, !TAL 

reoord. 

September 16, 1943, by Speoial Agents 
Thi s man understands and epeAlre 

he is willing to do. 

-,-

Springfield, Ill. 
September 16, 1945 

ma.ke the following voluntary 
statement to whom I know to be Speoial 
Agents o!' the nf" my OWl! tree Will, With 
no force used, and no threats or promises made to me. 

"1 am living at 
nl. , and am working at )fine A. I 

_ I began working at Mine A 
~ in that year. I joined the 

1932. and rejoined the U. X. W. 1n 1941. In 1932, when we switched from 
U. 1I. W. to P. 14. A. I was in favor of the switch beoause 1 was not e&tis­
fied wi th the wav IEilIS was runnin .. the union. In all th .. t;i .... r _ .... 
member of the P.il.A. I was s~tisfJ;d-;;":;til't~dth;'l;~t, -just-b;;r~; I 
joined U.X.~., When I grew dissatisfied beoause the dues were too hea~. 
The P.M.A. needed the same upkeep as the U.M.'-I., and didn't have the 
membership to take oare of the expense as well as U .M.W. Then. too, the 
P.!.!.!. didn't have the power the U.M.W. did. 

"I saw in the newspaper that EUlHOFF had bought Mine 
A fr om RYAll. It was a surprise to me, and 1 didn't think 1 t would &1"1'8Ot 
m:y job .. because the mine would rAVe to be worked; and it we never struok 
together, we'd be the ones to work the mine. 50 one talked to me about 
joining the U.M.W. previous to t}at time. I heard, from some 01' the 
other men, that EUlHOFF might operate Idne A through »ine B. I heard 
that he might be doing this to save the overhead 01' two shafts, and I 
knew that both mines oould be operated out 01' the same sh&1"t. I don't 
knOllf it thill rumor _s spread for a blurf, to get men to j01n the U ••• W •• 
or not. I alBo heard about this time, that ELSHOFF would operate Mine A 
under a U .X.fl. oontraot, whioh he Md already a1 gn"d. I thought thi • .deht 
be 8a, 'becaus6 I kn6'V of all t.."le trouble they had had at Kin@ Hi Bl1d thAt 
ELSHOFF had n.M.W. at )!ine B. 

·Shortly atter I heard these stories, beoaU8e I needed 
a ;Iob. I went to !line B for a job. The bosses there told me to ~ 
on -for a while, that »ine A would open up in ten days or ao. I knew 
__ one of the bosses at )line B, but I don't remeonber if h. _. 
~t told me thia or not. 

- 274 -

-I 



'. 

. i 

.. • 

• c 0 

IE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL 

"I went to only oae P.~.A. meeting during this tiae. 
and that _. held at the Elks Club, 'Oll a Sunday. 

. The meeting was 1'or the purpose 01' trying to liie . 
what the men .... ould do. There were some p.~.A. o1'1'ioil.1& there and 

-.nd Bome other men di d most of the ta.lking. A chairma.n was eleo 
~e meeting, and tellers .... ere also eleoted. Jllllllltput the quest1aa. 

to the men, whether they wanted to go U.~.W., or~.A. He said that 
&11 the m,m would go the way the msjority .... ent. Ballots ...... re prepared, 
there was I. seoret vote, eaoh nan putting his ohoice on a pieoe or paper. 
and when the votes .... ere oounted, we were told that the U.~.W. had a 
msjority. After the vote was announoed, someone suggested that EDI.\UNDSOO 
be invited to oome oVer. He oame over and said that he was glad all the 
men waro back together again, that there had been a lot of trouble, but 
that was all ended now. Beforo the vote, in talking to the men around 
there, it soomed to me that most of the men seemed to favor the U.~.W., 
and to got it over with. 

"Sinoa that time, there hasn't been mueh di.fferenoe 
under the U.M.W. from what it was under the P.M.A., except that there's 
possibly less wr~ngling. 

"I have read the forogoing, oonsi sting of about three 
pages, and stated that it is true as .... 011 as I oan romembor. 

, FBI 
Springfio ld, Ill." 

lal 

- 276 -

-I 



<. 

, 

( 
. 

.." e_ , .. -

• (. o 

REI JOHN L. U;.ilS, ET J.L 

1943, by Special 11.gents and 
speaks, reads, and unde:rslirurs 1:Ong.L1.11a 

he is willing to testify. 
to h.:: .. ve nO) :~i:::inal record. 

The follol1ing signed stateoent was obu.inoo 

prorJiscs lJade to me. 

1 was a Denber of a 
\ias switched to the 

of 

"Springfield, Ill. 
Septeubcr 17, 1943 

the following voluntary statewent to 
I know t,) be Special "'gents of the 
own free will, with no threats or 

was 
and When I CaIJe to country in 1 

iiQi:J<e:rs. 1 joined the Progressive Kine 
working at Peabody Mine No. 57. In~ 

of the Peabody Local. I. ave never re~ 
oe,;an working at l!ine A, and worked there until 

upril of 1941, "hen the l.ll.ne clos(;:d du;;n. I dicL.,' t go back when it opened up 
that fall, because I didn't want t:> change froll P.t!.1... to U.M.w. In all the 
tine I was in the P.U ..... , I was entirely satisfied with the union, and was in 
favor of the original switch froD U.lI,'" to P.ll."'. in 1932. 

"1 read in the paper that Elshoff haJ b.:>ught !line A fron Ryan. After 
hearing what hal gone on at l!ine lj in the switch froll P.I!.A. to U.M.W., 1 ~ 
felt that tht; sarle thing lliGht happen at l!ine i>. 1 felt, when 1 saw the notice 
of the sale, t:lat I liouldn't havc a job unless 1 joined the U.}!.lI. Afterl 
sa.1 this notice in the JX!per, although I wns never approached by aIVone ~o. 
join tho U.M.Ti., I henrd tiut thc U.!!.l;. wns circulating n petition to get a· 
~::?j~ritJ' ot the mine. I don't kn"" h,,,, I heard this, for no one carne to·oo frit.b 
any such petition. TheN .. ere several runors circulating about this tiDe; Obe 
to the effect that Elsh·)ff would work IUne .. through l!ine B, another that be 
would operate the mne only with U.M.'.I. men. These rUlJ.)rs just added to the'. 
feclinr, 1 had that I no longe;r had a job, be CD-US" I wcul·! never join the U.Il.rr, 

a"ftcr Elshoff b0Ut;ht the ;;line, I "cnt to Q regular P.U;A; !:Ieetin!;, held 
at l'ro~css1ve H~all at "hich LlC&tinil there was a diSCUSS~.) about joining the 
U .!'::,1. I think WD-S chairuan of t.his ooet1np,. and old 
nan_ ha' a 0 :;) BUY in too di8cussion, and favore a m tn the 
U.l!~en, Whose naucs I can't rOl.ieooer, spoke in fav~ of the P.Il.A •• 
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RE: JOHN L. LE":."IS, ET AL 

but nothinG 'Was decided at this ceetint::. alS to what 
the future action of the nen would be. I don't re­
LlBLlber nnythin£ bein:: said or done about a cocci ttee 
bein~ appointed to Bee Elshoff ~t this meeting. 

A.1nthor neetinl: wa, scheduled for the fo11ol1in:.: Sun:iay, at a neutral place. 
I didn't :';0 to this plilnncd r:-,eotin~', or any others at all. 

"I never ~ent back to !line ~; b'.Jt ! hoard that sone of the nan were 
bGat~I d:mtt knc);1 Who told me, or Who the ne;' were. I also heard 
,hat _ and Bone .If the others fron lline J) were doin;: tho ooiltint:. 
I delO' t kmn anythinG more about this. Cn a Tueaday after the Sunday meeting 
=ntLmed above, which I did n"t attend, at which all t:,t; neI) switched to U. 
1:.:., _ who hac! been on the 1'.11.1 •• Pit ColJl:littee, oet ne on the 
street~ that the next dc:.y .",as the last day non c'Julct join U.K.». 
an: _') back t'J work, ilnd thot I'd better join up U.lI.~I. with the rest of the 
I:!Cn. H" di !n't threatcm De in any Wily. 

"I hav" reael the f.,rci;oi.n.·, c onsistinc of two pa,;es, and swte that it 
is true to the best '.,r wy knowled_:e. n 

/s/ 

Special ". ont, F. B. 1., Sprinufield, Ill. 
A,;ent, FBI, Springfield, ill.n 
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Re: JOHN L. LEiiIS, !!T AI.. 

case. There i. aet 

"Srringrield,·Illinois 
~ptember 15, 1943 

o 

by '¥tid /ogentl __ 
A.l though as linc;;:;-:;r' 

no on 0 value to ;~t 
ligned statement executed by ....... 

"I 
_and 
~lBureau 
to me to induce mc to 

rollawing voluntary statement to~ 
of wham I know to be Speoial i.gents in 

UI:a"lC>n. No threats or promises have been mAde 
make a statenent. 

"I WIlB born came to the U.S. in-" 
end became a U.S. ci from the U.S. ioJ:Trry. 
I now wcrk at ~ine .to. Imd res I started mining in 

... and joined U.M.ij. at th"t State "ent Pro-
gr8ssive, I joined P.~.4. and at that time I wos working at Peabody #53. 
I startl' at liino J;. in 1935 and was satisfied with P.L!.A. 

year, 
not 
I.:ine ,jorker. J.ly wife -had sent me 
__ which was the "ay I 
~way, except that the 

It doesn't make any 
statement WaS read to mo 

-iii tnessed, 

De"Hll J.,-.. "T .•• F.B.I •• 
Justice. 

of that 
I did 

gone United 
a card and I signed it while I was at 
joined U.~.~. I don't know what happened 
mine was sold and the men joined U.Y ••• 

which union I belong to. The above 
and it is true and correct. 

/s/ 

• 
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REI JOHN L. IEtfIS, ETAL 

lNTERVIEi m TH 

~ 
Spooi"l "sonts 

undorstands ~nd sponks English 
sot forth bolow WllS re~d to him, ~ stotod that in it 11 'truo. 
Howovor, ho doclinod to sign it. _ snid thc.t no ono had him 111'1;, 
to si(;n nny stntomont Chen by him to Fodornl Agonts. Ho ao.1d hG bD.s Ill, 
oriminnl rocord. 

" 

promisos mcdo mo. 

Soptombor 18, 1943 
Springfiold, Illinois 

~ko tho following voluntary stotomont to 
whom I knew to bo Spooi"l Aconts of tho 

, of my own froo will, with no thronts or 

"I = 1!.tI!1 ' 
o.m workinG nt Mino J.. I wc.s 101' 
tho Unitod Statos in _ I of hAving 
sorvod in tho '{{orld Wc.r. I~O nn workinG nt Alino hnving boon-
e. mombor of tho U .1.1 •• 1. sino I joinod tho Pror.::ro,rnLvCi IAno Workor. 
in 1932, whvn n11 tho mon nt no 1. l117itohod ovor. rojoinod tho U.lI.'!. 
in 1941. 

"In tho s=or of 1941, I WIl8 working in~ 
e.nd didnlt sao nnything in tho pnpors nbout tho BIllo of ~ 
know nnythine nbout it boiut; sold, or lUlythinf; nbout it, until ono day., 
Sooo mn, whoso n=e I oc.n't romOL'lbor, told mo thoro lInS goins to be n : c 

mootine; of nll tho mon nt tho Elks Club. I didn't know the purposo of tho 
mooting, until I got thoro ................ prosidod nt tho mooting, nnd tho 
disoussion WIlS whother to j~r not. I WIlS in tho bnok at '~o 
room, nnd didn't pny muoh nttontion to what WIle going on. I don't remmb~ 
who put tho qu osti on of P .M';'. or U .M.W. to the IJOn. nnd don't romember '.jmo , 
took pert in the discussion. I votod to join tho V.ll.H. nt thnt cooting,,'" 
bocnuso evoryono soolllOd to bo 1n tnvor of 1 t, nnd not tor o.ny p~t1oulllf" ,~, 
ronson. It doosn't mnko o.ny difforonoo to DO whioh union ia in, nnd ' 
oonditioos bD.vo boen just nbout tho SD.l1IO n9 tho IIl1no under V.M.W. tho.t tJ10Y 
woro under P .U';'. 

" ThiB stotOl!lOnt MS boon rond to mo, nnd I .toto it 11 truo 
to tho bast of my knowlodgo. 

- 279 -

--------------.---~----------~--------~=-

• 

I 



RE I JOHN L. LEWIS, ETJ.L 

o 

statod thnt ovorything in this ato.tomont 11 
'lOC'~UIOd to sign it. 

''>POOlLU.! J.gont, Springfiold, nl. 
Agont, FEl,_Springfiold, Ill.-
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REI JOON L. LE".iIS, ET i>1 

jijiiiiH 
this interview 
entirely c'Y)pcr,' 
pertinent not"ter. He is ab.we aver .. ·,c in intclli"ence tor <l l:iiner. 
felt that ir. the event he is calle:! as !I witness he will be only fair. 

ave the followin" siJned statcuentl 

sute:;1ent. I 1lrl W·).rlU.Il 

• years. I was 
c~tizen since cb 'Ut 

~. 
Sept. 18, 1943 

d vc UK to11.JWin.: inf;m:la ti.m 
kn·mn to De t:, be Special A 

ha.vo been nade t) (lct IlC tco ·1.ve this 
have been there about 

I b<lve beon a 

"I wa.~ In vacatbn lihon the switch trot! U1!, t~ RIiI. was 
mie when I ~ jJined FlU.. .';lhile the PI.\i,. was our uni;)n I W&s 
sa.tisficd with theu. 

If •• ben Elsh,)U bOll,ht l!ine .. I,:;t !I let tcr te11in,:, Lle of this. :men 
I .;)t this I t<.lke:l Vii th tllc others and 'lYe all tel t there was nothin. to 
d·' but c) tn U. I.:. 'J. because l:.lsh0ff hall taken th·; mine ov~r &< if we :lidn't 
join ,)ver tllere w"ulJ be n~ jub fJr us. At the tirle Elshoff to;)k over 
Mine "A" a cJUplc )f f011·)ws froo P.ll.i... car.1€! t·,) sec De and sair! t.'ley lIoLld 
help us if VIe st::ycj Jut & I ;iUn't j )in U.I:.;. W" 000 fr',)D U J.\ ~: cane to 
sec DC. I head that "lsh"ff l·i .ht tcl<:t) the co:;l froc l!ine -fi" thrJujl 
1-line "B" if we didn't j0in U.lI •.•• I d"n't reca.11 hearin." that Elsh"ff 
'DuLl keep tine" c1 osee. if wo U,i:in't join U .K:.;. but what I heard aI!l'')unted 
to thG S:u:lO thin.,. Froc he<crin : theso thin,;s I felt I w.m1.d have to join 
U.lI,·.i. if I wantd to [;,) rock t.) )line ".I." t,) w It'k. 

-I attende:! ;.: spccia.l meUn. at P.lI.i .. hilllllherc they had SOlJC . 

o.r c;uccnt an:: a fi;ht ;L-wn stairs. The P .11.;" LIen wanted to docide what , 
we c ,ul1 do ab.)ut c'ettin, thtl nine upcncd but the .,Uicers w;)uldn't let.'Da 
and the nectin.:., was cl )scd. I foel the P .H.i.. officers should have let 
the nen, have a chance t~ tc:1k 011 thoy toll us was tu eta:" JUt ard n,)t .'.0 
rock. ·he Den trio,\ tJ appoint il CllLlf.rl.ttcc t·) 8ea what c,mld be <1one but 
tho .)tficcrs w"ulc.n't let thor.!. 

"I atten\ed a LlCctin.; at thG Rcdl.lans H~l1 this was to sec if they c0uld 
,,'Ct a naj.)ri ty, en:m,;h o1i~. n ,t shJW up 8' they hac! a ceetin.· at tho Ellca Cl"'J. 
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REI lOHN L.' IEJIS, ET AL 

They then decided tu h"l,2 P. neetin ~ at tho Elks Club. 
I:'think both of these were advertiseo. in the paper. At 
the Elks Club flcctin,; the nen deci:ic'l t" C;" cJn rock to 
U.H.',~. so there w~ulel not be an;y tr.'uble liko at](1ne "13". 

_ w~s in char.,;c of tho r.eetin.;. 'i~e had a etandin" v:'!te to 
~"cr 'JT n~t t) .>, bD.ck t~ U.M.'\:. ano. all of us v,.,tec', for it. I 

v"ted for U.:i:~·;. because I 'IIante,'. tu L:') rock to 'IIork. Ednun1son cane "ver 
b"r..r .. it 'lias :w"r and Gavc a t.:.lk. He snid the cen sh,ulrl all be back in 
U.}:.~j. and 1'Iclc)tlCn us b<.:ck. 1;0 si ,nod up fCir U.M.ri. ri.;ht there that day. 
I was n,'t ~n any c()DI.li ttec nt this tine. I eli'! n·lt ,:a t·', EIsh·Jff's ;)r 
E%LJUnd5Jn'S "ffico after the Deetin,. 

"Since th~ return;f U .}!.:.i. in 1941 thin ,5 at },!inc .. arc abJut the 
sa:lC as unjer P.ll.i... It LJakes nc> difference t" fle which Uni 'n wo have. 

"I have hac! •• ,ent _ read this .3 Jl:l .. o st"tolJent t) fle and it 
tru·: an::! correct tc) th~)f ~ kn0wled :e ant' is as I have told it 
trIO J,., ;ont5. I an 5i ;nin, this ~f ny cmn freo will." 

St. Pc,ul, Uinn." 

Sprin ;field, Ill. 
Sept. 18, 194.3 

/s/~ 
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Re : Jom L. IE.iIS, ET AL. 

was 
1943 by Special .... ' .... w. 

............... speaks and 
~ stated .he has no criminal 
lowing sign2~ statement. 

o 

Springfield, Illinois, 

Sep!Mt
mbe 

and 
and will f:y 

furnished the tol-

"September 14, 1943. 
Springfield, Ill. 

"I make ~he follown. statement freely and 
voltmtarUy and who have iden-
tified themseles me as ia g n 0 e ederal Bureau 
of Investigation. No threats or promises have been made to me to 
obtain this statement. 

C3.rr.e 

in Springfield, 

"1 began to work in Uine~abou~and quit working there 
in 1942. Before 1932 I 17as a member of the United J.:ine iorkers, 
but I never was an officer of that union or any other union. In 
1932 I was in favor of the switch from U.~.~i. to the trogressive. 
!.!ina .. orkers of America, I thought the P.ll.A. would be a better 
union. After 1932 I was sat1efied with p.r.A. and I wanted nothing 
to co -"ith U.M.~_. 

"»s I recall the purchase of Mine 1.. by Ushoff 11&S announced 
in the nEewspapers. The change in mar.agement in lline A did not bother 
me. I did not think it would affect me or my job. Conditions between 
P. LA. and f:!r. l.y::n alnays had been O.K. 

"No one ever asked me to join the U.K •• 'i. prior to the pur­
chase of ... ine A by Mshoff. .lhen Elshoff bought the mine, I had the 
idea that he would try to c!unge the un10n there because 1. had heard 
of the trouble at !;J.ne i> between the management and P.E.A. and I also 
heard that i:!,lshoff favored U.N .... 

WI heard rmors that Llshoff was going to work ~ne A through 
Jane B. I bE-lieve that this was being talked about to force lline It. 
men to join the U. :.r.~ •• ; this was the pressure being used on the 
D'iners in llr.e A. I never heard any talk that tlshoff would open Hine It. 
only if the miners srttched to U.>I;,I. ..hen I heard that ;;'lshoff bought 
Une 1.., 1 believed tha t sooner or la ter the miners in Mine A lYould 
have to join U.}!;;i. to work in the mine. I had this idea because ot 
the trouble that had occurred at cine D, and because of tlshott's 
general reuption of being pro U.K.ti. 
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he: Jam L. U,.fIS, 1.T AL. 

IJITEaYIE': -.I1TH 

~ 
"I we~t to quite a few P.Y.A. meetings, and went 

to the one at P.M.A. hall in ':>eptember 1941, which _8 
a regular meeting. I did not go to any of the meet­
ings in the "lks Club or R.edmn '5 Hall, and did not 

know anyth~~g about them until after they happened. I don't remember 
any special union meetings about that time. 

"1 was r.ot elected to any conm;ittees to meet with the mnage­
ltent of )'ine A. I did not hear anyth~ng about U.!':.: •• organizers or talk 
about joining U.:':.-:i. I heard that a cor;;m1ttee: of miners contacted 
Llsnoff, but ~ did not hear thEir report, and ~ don't know the results ot 
their meeting. 

"AftEr Elshoff purchased Mine A, I went back to work without 
s~ening up with U.1.:.-;i 7 .--I1as president of the U.M.i/. local at 
>01ne A, and he told my brother t.'m"'!f I did not join U.U.-.i. I could not 
nork any !!lOre in une A. "fter >lorking about Six months at i.line .. mder 
;;.lshoff's mar.a.g2c:ent, I quit. I d~d not want to work mder U.M..... I 
don't rsmember ... hethe~ talked to me before or after U.)l.,~. signed 
~ ,.'"' ...... ~..., ...... uri +\0-. rl ehnf'f' . 
g. .... \"I~, .... ~ ....... ".L ... , .. ~ ...... u ....... 

"I did r.ot go to the meeting when the miners voted to join 
U.!:. '. I never did rejoin thD.t Union. I did not take an active part in 
Imion affairs and did not knOT: what went on in lD'lion meetings. After 
I '-;ent b3.ck to Y10rk in une A I paid dues to U. ii ... : .• because they were 
checked off my pay. I r:eVEr did sign a U.M •.•• membership card. 

"I have read this statement conSisting of this and one 
other typC?written page and state that it is true to the best of my 
kno";ledge and recollection. 

fo/ 

/S/ 

~ent, FBI, Sprir:gfield, Ill. 
~p€eial A~ent, FBI, S~ringfield, Ill." 
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Re: JOHN L. LEnS, ET At 

Street, 
was observed 
but he did, hr, ... ,.,p;: 
It is not believed that 

The following sl.gned statement was procured from 

statement. 

"I was born 

~ 
Sept. 13, 1943 

give the following statement to_ 
known to me to be Special J~entB 

pr()IIlJ.ses have been lIJade me to procure this 

_ and became a citizen 
~ have been there for about 4 

I came to the U.S. in 
atthe-.. 

• For the past 12 ,rs. ~ 
and driver at Mim .;'.. I quit because at Mine h off and on. I was a digger 

I couldn't make a living there. 
to P 

to 1941. 

"I first hanrd that Elshoff had bought Uine "J." through reading 
of it in the paper. I was not glad of this at the tilllc. Toben the m1no 
opened a mDll who mmted to go back to work could, but the Co. didn't 
care ",hother he did.or not. I you "antod to \fork there you had to be a 
member of U.li.TJ. The excuse they g~ve tor this was that it was the same Co. 
operating both !.!ine "i." & nB" and they couldn't have a contract with both 
union. flo Co. or Union oi'!'1cial told us this 1te just heard this talk and 
felt that it must be tho situation. I never had any kick lIhen the P.X.A. 
was handling the relationship at mine A. Betor! the Elks Club meeting a 
couple of men came to Bee me about joining over to the U.U.W. I dont 
know \\'ho they were. 1 m:lct to one meeting that was tho one at theEDcs 
Club l\tlero they voted to !l\'1itch over. I heard that Elsho!! might operate 
Uine J. through the ll1ne B shaft 8< at that time, I guess it could have been 
done. I didn't pay much attention to this however. 

"I read about the meeting to be.beld at the Elks through 
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Re: JOHN L. u,"T.lS, ET AL 

the papers. at that 
time. The men at meeting 
'Was that if we didn't get mine "A" opened and go back 
to work there we wouldn It have any work and the only 

way we could g~t to go back to !!ine "A" Tlas a5 U.M.... Ray Edmundson, talked 
to us at this oeeting and assured us that our rights 'Would be fully protected. 
It '"las the und"rstanding then that if we y,cnt back as a group we 'Wouldn't 
have to pay any iniation fer). 'There nas a standing vote at the meeting and 
most of them voted to join U.ll.W. and get back to work. I did not belong to 
any committees appointed at this t~~e. I voted to go U.ll.U. because there 
was nothing else I could do at that time if I nanted my job at Kine "1". 
It was our feeling that if TlG didn't go U.lI.VI. the.re would be the same 1I0rt 

of trouble there that they had had at mine "B". I did not go to Edmundsons 
office or the Leland Hotel the night of the meeting. There were cards at 
this meeting ane! 'I1D Signed up right there. The mine opened shortly after 
this neeting. I did heccr thc.t F,lshoff didnlt have any money, but I dont 
knm: hem he got the mon8Y to buy luna "A". -

"Since 1941 under tho U.ll.n. the dues I believe have gone up 
over what they mre under the P.l:.A. 

"I have read this stntcncnt r.h1ch is T~tten on this and 2 other 
pages, it is tho truth so for as I know and is as I hav2 told it to the" 
F.B.I. Arent. I ~ Signing this stctemcnt of my O\Tn free will •. 

" 
~ 
~.B.I. (llilw.) 
Springfield, III 
Sept. 13, 1943" 

Si;;ned 
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RE: Jc!{N L. lEJIS. ET JJ., 

.-rbod an excellent rccdlecti.m of pertinent events and 
if it~ the fact he is an Alien With ___ he lI~uld 
rok~ a fine wi tnoss. He was tl st frienclly and ~e at the 
tiDe cf this intcrview. 

gave the f.)llclWin.; si.;ned state;.;entl 

Sept. IB, 1943 

tv;; thc foll::<>lin- inf,rnatim t'l ___ 
lIh J arc kn'lIID k· DC tl be Special ~ 

pr.'wises have been =.:e t" pr)curo this state::lellt. 

I cane t,) the n. S. when I \las 
ap:p~'J.n ; f 'r r:IY citizenship }l<"\pers. I 

'" July 1942 as a di : .. cr. I have n?ll 
been b:lck since ah 'ut Feb. ·'r March. I ... "nt;ver tv P.ll.l.. in 1932 at 
the tlll(; I didn' t kn ';11 ::rueh c.tJ'ut its) I just "cnt alan.: with th::. rest. 
I hac'. litUo p;~fcr"nec nt the tiL'lc. I rca'! in 1941. abvut tlsh 1ff ~nc . 
lline "I.".:. It (,idn't make any <liff"rance wh) JIIIlO'.\ the Uine I was just 
w .'nrlcrin~ '1hon it lI'Jult.! reopen. I was always satisfie(\ with the, way r.lI.I •• 
hanUc-l thin~s a~ Kinc "A". l,t the time ~sh 'ff bJU.;ht Hino II,." I was n,t 
appr.)t.ehe;,' "b.)ut , )in. tCl n.ll.'.;. I hce,I\: rutJ,)rs that "lshoff I'li:ht .)peratc 
:Jin~ J.. thru lIinc B. I felt I • jul i be ,·ut )f a j'.>b, that he .,lUl.: Llecha­
nise the::.. alY', cake me nino'ut ·Jf i~ea'~ ruz:nrs th .. t "lsh.)~1Uld 
"nly,>pcrate mne J.. as a n.!!:.i. mine.:. tol: us that he would 
see Elsh ,ff ab.mt this at th() last P.!!.I .. lilCet n". .. en I heard about 
this I felt that if I c·)uld ,.et anvther j;)b I would never ,;n back. ~ 
s~rt of app·)intc·; hiusolf tu sec Elsh·)ff. J.t one 'If the last P.!!.J.~ 

s there was a I 'Jf the !:leetin, at ReJoans Hall 
I heard ~f the oeetln" at the 

meober of aqy committee aDd I 
,ad nJt I u to Elsh ;ffs .)ffice or E-lI,lUIi;\sons after the Elks meetin.. I 
j'ine" the U.M.:'-. at the )liners Blrl ... >n the 7th n ,,Jr. ~he7 ha,l a rJIljurity .,::01 

tIIM
·~ iy forood Q 1.Jcal and there lias nothinL:, for us to dv but 6i :n up. 

1&5 there an:! be t"l·: us 11(.; nood n,lt wurrJ .. bLmt any picket ar any­
n,;. his ooetin. was hcl'l t) i.'ive us a last chance t.> . .':J .1Vor t" U.lf.ii. 
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befJre the c1ne:;penc(l. The Dine lias ;;oin,: to open as 
U.Y.W. and you had to sign up if you wanted t.o work. 
N~ things under U.~.W. are just about like the.y were 
under P.1.!.A. At first it was pretty tough but it is 

about .. he sal:le now. 1 have read this :2 page statement and it is all true to 
the best d _ly kn~ledge & belief. I am signing it of ray own tree will •• 

/5/ 

$nr; ""., Ill. 
I. Sept. 18, 1943 

St. Paul, Yirm." 
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REI Jom: L. LElTIS. ET AL 

..... 
__ Springfield, 
~c had no criminClI rocord. 

tircly coc?or~t1vo, ho Boomed to hove e 
but had n gcv~.do~l of trouble expressin~ 
it is deemod advisable to c<>ll him [lS e witness, 
tirely willing end will ~ke 0 foir witness. 

( 

o 

nve the follOl'lillb signod atotemont I 

Sopt. 18, 

am giving this infoMllllt10n to-.... 
~Q'Jn~.' d thomselvos os being Sped~ 

~n ID&do mo to give thh infor-
~a.t1&¥. . . ogo 6: I become 0 citi-
&O~6 at )line A yet" ita.:rtad 
o.bout _ r.s c .• to P. 1I. A. 0.8 ovor,ybodT 
went over & thero woro bettor conditions 6: no argumonts or fightB~ I 
heard from other mon th"t Bill Ryen sold }line A 6: nl80 hOClrd thnt lUne A 
would stny ahut down & thnt they would tr:.ko cool out or Jline A thru Jline B. 
I wont out to }line A & se..- & ho ar,id I should weit 0. whilo 6: tho.t 
the m~ne mi ht re-opon cos ~ I;et my mining peper from him. Severlll. 
lOOn, and another man told me tlut 'clock the following . 
day there wou a 0 moeting r.t Rodmc.n' 6 lInll. 0.180 snid to me thot 
he hr..d Elsnerf who Bald that if thoy WCilfit U. K. W. hu would rO-

opon let it ahut ",,"s with_ 
who is When I sn." I bel1~ 
inc. told hil!! I U. U. if. 1t the 
others did. I wont to meoting ot Red= lIn11 6: in chnrgo • 
he told U6 thut on Sundny thero would be n moot Club. I 
did not nttond the meetings ot P. II. A. Hell reeordine; this I!lntter. I wont 
to Elk's CI'Ub me~ sr.w Edmundson & 4 other mon but I don't know 
when they calDO. ~ stnrtod tho whole busineB8 ot tho Elk's Club. 
He had e. etanding, VOliO & sO did I ti8 I felt if I didn't thc;y would thi=Uii 
us out. I did not went to go b"ck to U. M. W. but I hOod to otherwise I 
would not IuIve I). job & I did not wc.nt to .00 ony trouble. Now at J.:ino A we 
£ct docked & nevor know why but undor P. n. A. we wera told 6: then w e had 
Pit CoJ:ltnitteo but now undor U. U. fl. just nbout 6 or 6 mon run tho who~ 
10c0.1 & we miners don't hnvo n thing to so.y O11y lIIore. It never wc.s like 
this undor P. H. A. At thu Elk~ Club Edmundson .aid 1f wo signad up then 
it wouldn't cost anything but if wo signed up Intor it would cost us $10.00 
or moro & he n180 s<>1d ha would guarantee thot Kino A would ro-open in a fa. 
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RE, JDelI L. !.E:IlS. EX .t..L 

o 

days so we nll signed up e~d. there. I 
sig;nod up to e:et a job 6: nat becauso I l1ked 
U. M. 7. but I noedod work. I nOTer belonged 
to a eomitteo thon 6: I did nat (;0 to effice 

of Ellshoff or Ednuncscn. I wont hono & then wont to work nt lUna J.. even 
tho it wr.: " > Le. \i. Things wer" batt or und~r P. Y. 1... than under U. It. W. 
Tho non don'" h£.vc nuch to sr.y now o.ny mora. I have had Agont_ roo.d 
tc mc this (3) thrOG pnge sto.toncnt & it 1.5 true C: eOl"Toct to \luG ~st of 
rrr.i knO':lledgo & I hnve signed it of r.IY own froc will. 

lsi 
lsi 

St. P"ul, Uinn. 
Springfield, Ill. 
"' __ .L. 'n "lnA'T" 
;::,U p1O. .1.0. ,,07"1;Q. 

. I. 

/s/ 
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Re: JOHN 1. I.E,IIS, ETAL. 

cl'>nducted by Special Agents 
at Springfield, Illinois 

SP~in field lliinois, Agents 
of as he was 

or speak the English hnguage. e advi8ed--" 
has never been arrested in his life and it is felt he would II1IIke ~ 
wi tness as hE; did not seem to know much about the pertinent period and if he 
is to be a witness and interpreter would have to be obtained for him. 

r 

signed fo 
follows: . 

obtcined the following statement which 
as she said he can't write. This 

give the following information to 
themselves es being Special Agents 

h~5 acted as interpre~or me. I was born in 
~~m£ to U.S. aboutAIIII& bec~ a citizen in411111. 
",years & I quit in Jan. 1942 as I got sick. ~ 

1932 everybody joined over to P.~.A. so I did too. It never made any 
difference to what union I belonged. In 1941 everybody else joined over to 
U.U.\I. so I did too «< I never was threatened or forced to sign up. I had not 
been told by anyone that J.linc A would be closed if it didn't go over to U.IE.W. 
I heard that kine i1. might be kept closed" opened thrw. 1.tL'1.0 B. To me one 
union was just like snother and I didn't c~re which one was there. I went to 
one meeting on a Sunday &. W2 voted over then &< raised our hands but I didn't 
sign anything then. . 

~I. 
~ 

Spec. ,'.gt. F .B. I. (Uilw) 
Springfield, lli. 
Sept. -15, 1943. 
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DOvor 
a.rrGstod in his lifo. notod tho.t ho 'is " rc.thor l.nto111gont porson and 
anaworod th'l quostions 1n 0. oloar tenD of voioo. Do BOOms to know wbD.t wont 
on c.t th" 1:1_-.OS c.nd ho appoc.rod to bo honDst and vary oeoporc.tivo. It is t.~t 
thtlt ho Woul" !:nlco 0. very good witnass if his tostimon;y _oro DOOOSBCl')'. 

attltonontl 

~~943 
tho following information to 

thomsolvos ". Spooi"l Agonta 
thie 1%1-

Ill. ilS a. 
diggor Ilbou~ 
yOArs. In 1932 I ~ 
PM:' tlS n11 tho rost !DO whioh Ullion _. 
thore &: I Dovar hnd anv troubla boforo or oJ'tor 1932 with oi thor Wi or PJItI.. 
I hotlrd it-from othan" &: from po.pore thnt ELSHOFF bot Ilino A. I _s Illmo.~' 
suro thoro would bo 11 oha.n;;o thoro a: tho.t ! would hovo to go mole to mtf . 
bocauso ELSHOFF hnd !fino B nnd htld eo muoh trouble beforo o.t Jofino~. I 
don't worry BO it didn't bothor mo if I 'Wont baok to dig 000.1 or not but I 
'Rna o.nxbus to got baok to work than. Jio CIlO ellw DIll poraO!l"Uy "bout ,aining 
ovor tc W(. Thoro Yll48 " lot of tIlIl: tho.t ELSHOFF might to.ko 0001 fron lti.ne 
1. thru lIino B 6c I fol t f .. :r oould hovo boon dono thon. I hoo.rd thnt ED141lNDSEN 
told 0. oocmittoo or scrno I!IOn thot ELSB?FF so.id if thoy'Wont to Ulfl ho would 
opon Mino A not oneo j cthom.so ho 1m.B going to to.ko 0001 out thn! Mino B 
o.nd the. tour Pll<\ 1000.1 would lul vo to join ovor to tllfi 6: thon I tol t ELSlU'F ' 
'Would out thru fron ;. to B. I'W ont mok to WI boO"Ulo tho 1000.1 " mn~ority 
votod to go rook so thoy would noi; hovo to ISto.rvO during tho winter. I 'o.t­
tondod "bout 3 mootings thon. Ai;·tho BIle's Club" Rodmnn !illl "PYC.. r-. 
Ilt tho mootings o.t tho PWI.. I rooo.ll it 'WD.II 11 IlPOOilll mooting. I honrd o.bout. 
it froD othor mono Somothing ho.pponod thoro thot night. 8= oommitto~ __ 
sont out" I hoc.rd IIOmo mon jumpod on tho oommittoa " I did not 11&0 It.,~11 
oOllEl1 ttoo did not BOO o.nyona to III¥ rooolloot10n. I undoratand it WIle 0. '.', 

r-0iiultl7 yellod :cootirq; & iiQS prosidod OVGt lit P's:£~ .. offioinl;. 10 dooisloni:· 
woro roaohod thon to ~ roocllootion. I 0.180 hoc.rd of' mootin~ lit Rodmlln ~ll 
£rem othor minors &< I don't know why it _. hold thoro. Tho 100111 offioial.· 
prosidod owr it, too. I donlt boliovo EDMIllIDSON WD.S thoro to 'l!I¥ rooollootion. 
Evorybody _s tIllkinr; thoro. ;,t Pl&', mooting eOllO PYA offioinl ao.1d 110 ought 
to stny d: f'ir;ht. J..t - RodIlnn !illl I just don't reoo.ll \llult _8 so.1d ~. 
Thoy enid thoy woro ~oillg to hIlvo o.noth...r l:lOotinc lo.tor. I wont i;o 11 mooting 
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REI JOH!i L. lEilIS, ETJ.L 

at Elks Club on 0. Sundc.y o.ftornoon. Wo voted to go 
to mI'1 by 0. lItc.ndin& voto. All votod 'to SO 
undor tho oiroUllllltc.nool. ~. in ~.:: .•... 

oharGo of tho mooting '" ho tol~tho 
quosticn ."'.0. It _8 oithor to go rook to Ulff or to piokot Kino A '" thon 
ELSllOFF We ::._ tnko 000.1 from ]lino A thru ]lino B. Somoono got EDMUNDS01ll thon, 
too, & ho r.b "';horo. Sovoro.l I:lOn 00.Il10 in with EDMUNDSON. EDlIIlNDSOO tIlliod 
to us '" so.id who.t thoy Vlould do & thc.t ho would 800 that lCI.no J. would 1'0-
opon oS: thllt thoy oou ld hIlvo thoir own 1000.1 & of.fioors. I think 1JO dgnod up 
tho.t o.ftornoon over to U'~I. I did not o.ttond o.ny mooting at BDl!JJliDSONS or 
ELSHOFFS offioo. I oould not 1100 o.ny diffor,moo bc.l;;-:roon WI '" PN/. Oltoept 
tho.t tho dock bOBS got strictor but duos woro o.bout thr, '3O.JDO. I noVOZ' lad 
any compl~int Il.&~inst P~~ at Il.ny time & thoy handlod tc~r~s smoothlywhi10 
nt Mino A. \(0 mon wnt bIlck to IDl1 to koop off pickot linos & booauso tboy 
noodod jobs & did not ~nt to 800 thinGs ~ppon n~ Mino A 0.6 thay did at 
llino B whon 0.11 tho troublo _8 thoro. I have ho.d J..gon~oo.d to me 
this threo (3) PfiGo st~tomont & it is truo oS: corroct to~ of ~ knaw­
lodeo. I c.m si{;tlin& th~6 of r:ry 0I"1ll .froo will. 

St. Paul, Hinn. 

SprinGfield, Ill. 
Sopt. 17. 194:5" 

Sio;nod 
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REI JOHN L. LE'irIS, El' AL 

~ 
lB, 1~3. 

1:7 
A.gent. inte: .''''''0'0 

It was noted that 
good, oven though he 
of whet went on. It 

Special Agents ~ 
The following 1nv~sti ation was oonducted 117 

_at Spring18 , s, o~ 

eld, nl1.noia -
no criminal reoord. 

• and he expressed himself rather 
is I1n elderly man, and he seemed to have a good knOWledge 
is felt that he would II&ke 0. fair witnellB. 

Agents obto.ined from him the follOWing signed statement: 

.. 
_c.nd 
~o thre!," 

~l. 
Sopt. 18. 1943 

e;ive the follarling information to -.. 
r& known to be to be Speciel Agents o~ 
have boen IIIIlde me to get me to do thh. 

)line J. since 1926 as 0. digger. I WIle born in 
I becaJOO ,a citiun !>bout_ 

In 1932 when .. e chnnged from U. lJ. 17. to P. U. A. I joined the 
P. M. A. pecause everybody elle did. I joined because if I wnnted to stay 
Cot Mino A ane w:, rk I had to join. I don't cnre DDlch which union we hnve 
howover the Progreasi veil were a littlo bit worle, th3y lIOuld 1'ine you and 
not tell you why. 

",ihGu ElE hoff took over lline .It. I got t. letter from Jtyen telling 
mo of this. I clso read of it in the paper. I het.rd thnt Elshofr wns 
going to take the coal from Vine A. through !fine B, 11' t hie hllppened We Mine 
A men 110uld be out or a job. No one came to Bee me about going bGck to U. 
~. 'i. I lis ard he WIlli just going to run one mine with U. Ii.Ti. IlIOn. I 
didn't much cnre about thiB I felt I could get a job some plaoe. 

"I attended t. meeting r.t the P. Y. A. there they dieeussed whe­
ther _ .. ere going to fight to stay Progressive like they had at JoIine B or 
whether we would go over to U. M. ;1. and not have to tight. The P. JI. I .. 
orticeTe would let the men tnlk it they tc.1k:ed- their way but it they didn'., 
they would not let them tr.lk. They hnd a committee which reported thot 
Elshorr held snid he would open the 1:ine with U. JI. fl. otherwhe he would 
leave it shut down. I didn't Bee cny tights I he&rd about them. 

"Ue hc.d 0. moeting Lt tho Redman's Ball to .. ~e £cine; 
to do, thie "u to. see w~t Elahet'f w::.. gcine; to do. ~"/l. 111 
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RE: JOHlf L.· LE'ffIS, ET AL 

( , 
-

.. ! # G 

' . 
o 

c.harge of this meet1nC he told UI that Ebhott 
had laid if wo signed up .. ith U ••• W. he _14 
open the mine but he _m't ,"oing to open it 
.. ith P. Jl. I.. 

"The meeting at Elks Club was Glso in c.hc.rge o~ thh .... to 
see what "IE were gping to do, they gave us paper a to .ig~r the V ... 
1(. e.nd all c'.ere but 26 signed. Edmundson clUDe over atter _ had ligned up 
t7ith u. ». ,r, He said he was glad we had come back so there lOOuId be DO 

trouble. He told US we would not have to pay e.:ny initiation tee. I til. r;ned 
up that Ilfiernoon. I signed up with U. M. 'IT. because I liked them better 
becOllse they are all over the U. S. o.nd ClUUldll. The Progressi vea are cml7 
a smnll organization and they can't push ll.~h1ng. 

"1 was not on OIly committee in connection with the Union switch. 
I did not go to the office of Edmundson or Elshoff afier this meeting. Con­
ditions ct Mine A are very good and the a~e as they e.luays were. 

JIlent and 
ing this 

"I ho.ve hLd AGent" rend to me this 3 page handwritten Itate­
it is all tru& nnd correct to the best of my knowledg.! I 8.JD .ign­
stntemant of my "''Il1 froe will. 

"Signed : 

"1\1 tnes lied: '. 

B. I. 

B. I. 
St. PaUl, liinn. 

"Springfield, Ill. 
Sept. 18, 1943." 

• 
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o Q , 

l\I!' JOHN L. LEWIS, ET At 

lJ, 1(4). 

~
t5 went to the residence of 
Springfield, nU.nois an!' he 

n an L~es"~gation but had nothing to ~ay about it as he did not know • 
thinf; about it, and he denied that anyone told him not to say anything. 

He was interrogated by Agents and sho:-thand notes were taken 
by J.gent ~ich are being retained in the exhib~. t !:9ctio:l ot this 
eaSO. He auv~sed ~Cnt8 he t~s been nt ~le A about 
years, thllt he is on the top, doesn't asscciate r.i.th 
he is a dock boss. He said he is a citizen of the United State. 
nnd was born in He sa:.d he has not been con-
tacted by and that he did not know 
a thing about it. He aJ.so said it does any difference to him what 
union he belongs to just so he has a job. aci.Vised he was at Kine I. 
in 1932 and lYent over the way the bunch said just 50 he lrorks ill 
all that he cares about. He adVised there TTaS a meeting at the ElkI . 
Club and that they voted to go into milf and that that "/IUS the onlyaeeting 
he attended. He furthor said he did not knovr why they voted that way. Be 
stated thnt all he tlanted was l10rk and he did not care anyth1ng about the 

=~~:t toll.l~; h!~~:rd~ a~~"~o~ :~~ r';;:h ~~~:!a:~t a~;i the 
Elshoff _s going to buy the mine A and that he also heard it in the 
papers. He also adVised he did not know if Elshoff was going to reopen 
Hine A or not and thllt he never heard anyth1ng r:bout going through Kino B. 
He <:150 snid nobody contacted him about gGing buck to Jlinc A. He further 
said he did not know if the men nere satisfiod m.th PW. or not and that 
he did not attend very many me.:tings nnd that he still does not go to 
lIlany. He also advised he never hcnrcl anyth1ng that Elshoff would only open 
)!in!) A as tlIoIW. At the Elks Club no s1l1.d the men just voted over to WI' 
:mel that the cb.'l1rman got up and took a vote nnd that _ got up 
and asked what way. He further said that ntter the mc~dson 
came over but thnt Edmundson did not say anything but just took them 1nt.o 

!t~h ~ ~~~. o~rn!~i~"l~e I'~O!~~d t~.e ~;l~:d ~.1:-~o~e;:~~e ,;.r;: along 
1Ihieh ~ voted and he !lga n saUl. he did not know why they voted over to . 
tUf. _also said he wasn't !l oombcr of OIly cOllllllittoo DJld that be did 
not go over to Blshof!'s office after the meoting nor to the Leland Hotel. 

., 

He also said that since Uino A hilS boen Wti his· job is just ·the some IU'Id _rl'~:: 
.. l1ttlG better nail' e.s he = has one job to do while 1f1th FIlA he had 
threo or four things to do. He further snid he did not know l!hy thoy changed 
back nor l-:here Elshof! got the monoy to purchase lane A. .. snid thiS 
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Re: JOHN t. LEWIS. ET At 

is all that he knowe and that it is true to bis 
knowledge and he said he would not sign anything 
even if it _re written up. He said it 'ain't 
none of his business" and that he doesn't bother 

with anyt;,ing out there and that he didn't -rant to get miXed up in the 
matter. He rcrthcr said he is still world ng out there and they don't 
bother him an::: he d:>esn't bother thol:l and ~ust $:1 he works ill all he 
cares about. He also advised he ncv"r has been arrested in bis lifo. 

It is felt that __ ,'Ould make a poor 'W1tooss but it is felt 
he has not told the truth an~.:lbly h:o.s been cOHtact:d b;r somoono to 
keep still. • 
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Re: Jom! L. LEWIS, ET AL 

The following i~ve6ti ation was oondu~ted 
Special Agents and 
at Springfield, no s, on September 16, 943. 

At his Springfield, Illinois, 
"3ents inter~'."",,ed ed he never has been 
arrested in L ~ 1 so was not contacted by anyone 
in regard to being seen by Federal meD and 1.9 Baid he liould &nneT any questions 
he could. It was noted that ~s rather intelligent and appears to 
know a lot about union matter~s noted in his statement, he is in favor 
of UMW and has been for years. 

It is to be noted tha~wo')ld not sign t~,e statement which 
he gave and which is set out hereinafter. It is felt thatllllllllwould make 
a rather impressive witness. . 

The foiiowing is the unsigned statement obtained irom 

1943. 
. 

~ive the following information t~ 
themselves as Speoia1 Agents ~ 

been made me to give this information. '. 

"I was born i~ &: c!lllle to U. S~in &: became 
a citizen thru my fath~ Mine A since am still thore 
as a company man. In 1932 I went Progressive because every ody e1ae did & 
! would never have eplit if 1 had !lJ:!ything to do with it. I did not bave 
anything to do with getting U.l'.'Ii. back B.gain B.t 1'ine A. 

"1 read in the paper in 1941 that Ryan sold Nine A to Eishoff • I 
was worried a lot about it as I felt ~ine A would shut down as I felt that 
Hahoft' would not operate Kine A. While P.tl.A. WB.S at !iine A I had no 
complaint against them B.t all. No one IB.W me in regard to going back to 
U.I!.i'I. at all. I h~B.rd that they "ere going to drive an entry from l:ine B 
into ~ine A & I know that could not be done as it Toould cost tco much to 
do it altho it could be done. I never heard that Elshoff would open Hine A 
if men joined U.W.W. I attended a meeting B.t Frogressive RaIl. That was a 
regular meeting If I remembor right ~ that was the last P.Y.A. meeting I 
attended. They QiSMfu scd the matter ~ they had a controversy there so I 
left ~ went home. old us all it was cne of those bad lituations 
" that .. e would have 0 w.. till the whistle blew. I heard they had an 
argument or fight down stairs-rater on but I had gone. I heard later on 
there were some .tront arm men there at the meeting from the southern part 
of Illinois. No cornmittes were appointed while I was there. I allo 

- 298 -

r 

• 



t , 

t 

f 
L. '_. __ ' __ . ________ - ___ ~ .. ......, •... .,.....,---,--...~-r ~. ;' -,~ 
! 

t 
r 

i 

'. 

.. 
C' o 

Re: JOHN L. LElIiS. ET AL 

attended the meeting at the Elks ClUb , I heard 
about it thru someway a: I voted to go back to n.M.W. 
a: it was a-itanding vote. I always have been a 

'U .If.''''. since _ .., that waB why I voted over a: my 
job also bothered me. but I felt it wou~ better for us all to get 
togEther ag~ir under U.M.W. I believe the local P.~.A. officers had charge 
of it. __ was the temporary chairman. I don't recall just what _s . 
zaid at the mce~2ng regarding going back to U.~.W. The vote was taken to Bee 
if we wanted to go back to U .~.i'i. I voted of 'lIrIf own froe will. I _s not on 
any committees then. I came home after meeting at Elks Club. I believe Ray 
Edmundson was called over to the meeting ~ he didn't have much to say ~ I 
believe we all signed up then at the meeting to be with U.M.W. Since Mine A 
has been changed back to U.!! .... I don't see a particle of difference as dues 
are same now as they were under P .M.A. I he.ve re!ld this three (3) page 
sta.tement " it is true l: correct" no onc influenced me to vote the way I 
did. This is all true but I won't Bign an;)'thing ur.less I first see our 
attorney !:r. Fitzgarald, who is the attorney for the union. 

"7iitnesses: 

.....-.. (signed). 
~B.I. 

St. Paul. )linn. 

lIIIIIIIIIIIIII(signed) 
~.B.I. (»ilw.) 

Springfield, Ill. 
Sept. 16. 1943. w 

"(This st?tement WIlS road by 
(-'" he said it was 
(~uld not sign it • 
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REI J0HN L. L1!M1S. ET hL • 

intervi-n.-.:d 
It wo,s no ..... \.. ~ 

o 

OOD­

aDd 
........ oUl''' ... D. an 9-15-
• Illinois, agent. 

sat! he luls no t'r1ln1na1 reoord. 
o.nd nlthough he understood 

tho quostioco his c.nswers 'Wora in 0. vary 
felt rw w~ull wuko n vo~i poor witnoss. 

:ow tor,o of voioe and it is 

He furnishBd the following statoment but lU'id ho would not sign 
it unless he roully bud to und inusrnuoh us he wns ~old it _s up to h1Jn 
to deoide whether or not he wnntod to sib~ the ~o he s~id ho would not 
sign it but tho.t it wus truo. 

~ 
Soptember 16. 1945. 

(;i vc tho following infertQntion to 
identified themselves to mo 0.. 

• No thronts or pra'lisos ho.ve boon mnde 
IDO tc give this informlltiun a: I bin !;ivin(; it of my own free 'Will. , 

"I wua born in ot..i:"aG to U.8. L4 
boOIllnO n oitizen in _ in I huve baen o.t 
8 yours c!c 1'1:1 still there o.s u digger. In 1932 I wont P.JI .... ns I 
believod it was tho bost union thon. Naw it don't mo.ke llD¥ differenoe 
to who.t \mion I belong. I hOQrd thc.t 1i:UH:1JFF bud bot lIino ;. when tho 
time onl'lO to epen up in tho f'nll of 1941. It didn't"~ke nny c1ifferenoo 
to me whl:.t buppcnod. I h~urd f'rqn other miners YO would lulve to join 
U.lI.'1. if we wnnted to go bnok to work. I w" •• nt1afiod with both P.H.i •• 
a: UoM.H, a: it didn't mnko any dittoronoo whut union _s thoro. 110 one 
ilsked laC then to join oVGr to U.Y.l1. I novol" honed thLit ElSRCFF 'iI"Vuld 
toke oc£<l out thru ldine B fran )!ina i.. I nover hourd thot EIBHJFF 
would oloso !fino .. unless it wall U.H.U. I uttondod ono moetinr, IJ.t P.HJ... 
hall a: thOy bud un o.rgt.rlen t thoro c!c talk _s Il.B to whether we would 
e:c bnok to work or not c!c I think thoy dooided to I!:O buok whotbor 
;mdor P,J{"",. or mf.'I1 a: I don't rootlll if nxw oa:n1ttoos wore oo.dc 1.11 

I den't un:lontund things vory wolle I did not uttond any DOotinc Il.t 
Elks Club o,r nt Rcd= 's Bnll. I signod up for U .n.u. buok o.t !fino I.. 
when it ro-oponod. Sinoo U .104.11. hils boon bo.ok Il. t Mine i.. thinhB Il.re just 
'tine eQno cur mo lUI ~noy wero Wloor r.u..t.. I bud to iiifjIl ~ with 
U .M.tT. Q.& tho Hine A wns that wuy und in order t<l go t<l w.:rk I hIld 
tv join up 0.& tho 100<.1 wont thut -:I I hourd nltho I dicl not vote over 
thc.t way. I did nut know thore wore to bo ony nootingll Il.t tho Elks 
Club c!c ut Rorlr.w.n's Hull. 411 f'nr I Il:l ocnoorned just 110 I AAve u job ill 
011 I oo.ro f"r c!c it don't outtor1ihioh uni.:.n is tlxlro rlor ne. I hove 
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REI JOHN L. 12.718. E'l' • .1.. 

'1i tnessosc 

S:Jooio.l .It •. gent, F .B.I. 
St. P. .. ul. lUnn. 

'JGC. ,,~t. 

S7ringfiold. Ill •• 
Sept. 16, 1943." 

ht.d j.gont_ rend this two (2) lX'&O att>.to­
cont to D~is tru~ & oorroot to the boat 
01' DY knowledGo und I will not sign it tho un­
less it is "bsoluto~ nooosB~ry but it 1. true. 

• 
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Re, JOIDI L. LEWIS, LT i.L 

l.t his 
agents 
your s Q.~:J 0 .• ;- S 

that of hio 
and tho. tit WJ. S 

The r01~OW1n invosti ation was conducted by Special 
Agents ~dlllllllllllllllat Springfield, 
Illinois, on op 0 or ,1~ 

Springfield, Il1inDla, 
up until about five 
which last nnme was 
nlLt:IG changed to-. 

lIIIIIIIIappear~d t9 be rather intelli~cnt ane ho took great 
pride in t~5cnts of his activities in connoction with ~nc -A-, 
He Ylould r.u:.ko a good -;:i tnoss if his testimony is necessary. 

st J. te::lont • 

"bents obt:.incd fron hi.", the following si~ed statoment: 

~ 
~ . 

• give tho following st::.tonent to ~ 
who are known to me to be Spccin1~ 

or prot:lises have been m'l.do 100 to procure this 

";";hen the switch CIUllO in 1932 'We didn't want to Co over to P.!!.A. 
but it looked like there was nothing olso wo could do, I took no active 
part in this. From 1932 to 1941 thoro was al~ys BOno who wanted to return 
to U.!~.¥{,. I was one of them. Thore "'al no certain croup but you oould 
toll the W!l.y some of ther.t felt they wanted to go b!l.ck. Thore waS no 
active ')re;anizing or nt}itation to return to U.1.!.W. P.!.!.A. 100111 51 WQ 

just like any :>ther unbn :1S f:>.r al I kn:>w. Jane A =8 ebBod each year 
tor Q ;onson31 shut d~n. There w~s n~ r~r ~hen tho mine shut d~ ~~t 
tho union woulc! be ch:>nged to U .r!.~;. Tho first I know was when alODg 
in the f:>ll it came 0ut in the papors that Elshoff had bought the minc. 
Arter this 'W0.8 in the paper overy man Y:Ju IIIOt on the street loemed to 
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Re I JOHN L. LK>IL<;, ET AL 

n'TI3Vlm TITH 

~ 
foel that tha only way we could go back to work wal .. 
U.M.U. Also the men Were getting tired of tho dues that 
thoy were having to pay P.~.A. I havo paid as high &s 
12 or 14 dollars a month for duos & assessmonts to P.¥.A. 

I don 't kn~w why the -dUCl! in P .M.A. are so high. No one approachod _ 
about g)in:; t.o th0 mecting to chD.nge over to P.!J.A. I wus of the first to 
start tryi~g ~o got a ~ooting organi~ed to discuos among all tha miners 
working at nic0 A 118 to what we would do. ·,"ihon o.nyono got up in a P .M.A. 
meeting to c.iscuss this matter the P.~!.A. officials wore sto.nding around 
ready to pounce on us and TIouldn't let us talk. At one of the P.~.A. 
meetings a co~itteo was apFionted of 6 or 8 men, by the union mombars. 
They ~cre to go to sec Elshoff as to what ~as to be done. The P.M.A. 
officials ynuldn' t get inforno.tion as to v;:-,at was goinC to happon and 

ttee 

.L 
As wo wont out some 

hit ne in tho back of the head with their fist. 

_
.ere was a ound the door of_ and somo others they held 

back when tho rest of us won~ boat hiT.1 up on tho floor • 
• e ~ not get in touch with Elshoff bu~ontactod with F~lsotti and 

we all Vlcnt out to soc him. He told us ~e Company buys o.nything 
it h:l.s a contro.ct with U.!l.-;. already and he guessed who.tover "as bought 
would have to be that way too. Be ao.id they really did not know if thoy "er~ 
g~ing to open !:inc A Dr not that they might get the c!Jal out of }~e A 
through l'ine "E". ne didn't ao.y ao but it \/IlS felt that this would knOCk 
us out of a job. "':0 th~n t:>ld Falsctti that "NC wanted to go over to U.lI.tl'. 
any-.,ay because of the dues tho P.P-.A. was oharging us. 11'0 did~ll him wo 
would like for then to keap 1'ine A !;oing and not abondon it. nd 
I \lent around with a chock paper to aoc if the mon wantod to go ac to 
U.!':."'. or w:>.ntod to stay P.!~.A. 'lie. got over a hundrad nnmcs and only one 
man turned us down. -:0 told then we 71(3rO going to have a pioce in tho paper 
anouncing a r.Ketin~~o ho.d 0. Meoting o.t Rodno.n's hall and about 95 to 100 
mon were there. Th15 meeting wo.s about a weck bofore the neeting at the 
Elks Club. ·':e told the men at this meoting what Fo.lsotti had so.id and asked 
them if it would be OK to '1'0 seo the U.l:.~. officials. :;e told them we 
would put in tho po.pers wh~n ond whore another mooting was to be held. All 

wanted to go ovor to U.!!.W. ;-:0 went up to U.!!."J. and sow" 
·.~e told him how tha mon felt and evan suggestod that Edmun~ 

men o.t a meeting & explain the u.r:.:7. proposition. Tho 
following Sundo.y ~ftcrn"on we held 0 Illcoting ot the Elks. This llCleting .. 
~ounoocl 1n tho paper & about 240 mon woro there ............ wus tho ~ 
in chargo ~f tho meeting. He had n,t be~d by us • 

..... was at the last P he was n~t at the meoting at 
~n' 8 B:>.ll though. re-tTlo "fficers under P .'!.A •. 
wh~ attended th1. as U.U.W. officiol •• 
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It,,: Jom: L. LEIiiS. ET AL 

P'Tr::l.VIC;, '1ITR "I.t the Elks Club mooting 1110 explo.ined t~ tho !lIOn whAt 
..-.. h:ld h:lpl'cned. :: .. ~ ho.d previ,usly scell Edl!Iunds~n G.Ild he 
~ hnc enid he would be~o.d t') ave us return. 7:e told 

th~ mon whnt F:>lsott nnd Edmundson held told 
us nne! th:lt Edr.unds :m' W:lS in tov."!l :>nc lIO oone up and talk to WI. this 
l'l:lS o.rter tho vote to return to V.ll.:;. this was 0. sto.nc'ine; vote and'thero 
l'lo.s not non, a;;ninst it. Another fellow :>nd I v:ent down and asked 
Edmundson to Cnmo u? which he did. He gnvc n short t:>lk and told the men 
.,.,hen they ceene over to U.1!.";;. ne would do 0.11 he could to keep l!:ine A goint;. 

"The f.lOn v.ere ;;ivon cnrCs for the V.I:;::. thnt night 80 they would 
kn'J~~ ho",; lTlJ.ny members we h:::l.c. Th~t sa.Ine ovenin& Uni:::n ~fficlJrs were elected 
a"G later on I think we went oV(;r t~ EC=1~sons offico 0..:1' we,re SWDrn in. 

mine oponed right 
o.wo.y, he tole us ~ould see if he could bet in touch with him. We 
then -vient to tho Leland r.!lC ho.ce c.: or o.nd thon ovor to I:lshoff's offioe 
where we wo.i toe. until he c::une down. I cont len01l/ he,..: Ul!lI.Uldson sot in touch 
with Elsh~ff. Edmundson explained to Llshoff tho.t the mon ~~~tod to ~o over 
to U.:~.-:;-. and he wo.ntcd Elshoff to sign a contract. Elshoi'f s::.id he didn't 
w::l!:t b 6i:;n until he knew the =n h:::.c =dc up their mne and wouldn't chelneC' 
back to; l'.}~.A. ___ o.nc I both tole I:lshoff thc.t ",e ho.d ovcr 240 Qt 
the meetinG ~d~t 12 others on tho street ~d they ho.d si~ed up. 
,. c told hi!:l he !l~OCS not 'Norry th'lt thero would be DC' troublo. ~:e wnited 
till after 12 mdnito before si~nin$ a contr~ct as Elshoff didn't .,.ant to 
sien cn Sun<1",y. rTant know of thoir bc1nt; anythin:; spocilll o.bout this 
contr::.ct. The ;;tiDcc;ponod in :.bout 0. \7oek :.ftcr this. All tho mon joined 
t::nc u.LJ •.•• :.>f thoir own freG will. Tho mon j::;1ncd to lrtJei' !t.inc Ii trom bain~ 
shut cown ane to get o.\1o.y fro!:l tho high P'~:';" duos. 1 d·on't rcc:.l1 o.n;rthing 
Ilbout any letter invitino; the t:inc "1." mcn to join the U.U;:. It is pOll8ible 
to oporo.to !.ane "Aft thnuq;h the shntt of "ino "B" :mc at one tir.lo they 
actu:.lly sto.rtcd to tU1L~olin~ and wont o.b0ut 40 foet anc stopped. I heard 
n~thin:;- about where Elshoff g~t th~ monoy to b~ !l1ne -A-, X-nevor reoeived 
one penny for o.nythin~ I did in rogards to this natter. !~ intorost wo.s 
just to keep Uino A goint; and to keep a job for mysolf and the other men. 

"1 h:lvC ho.~ l.gent_ read this 9 po.e;o ho.ndwritten sto.te:!l8nt 
to~. It is to the best ~owledGo Qnd belief 0.11 the truth and just 
9.S I ho.vo tole! it to tho a::;ents. I am s1c;nins this of my own frc!) will. 

St. ~ul. 
. __ ... ----_ .... 

"Signed 

Spec. ktt. F.B.I. (Uilw.) 

•• 
"Sprin~fiold. Ill. 
~~~t. 10, 1945.-
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BE. "'" L. ",;rs. ET AI.. r 
interviewed lit hili residenoe.... ... 

Springfield. Illinois. on the a1'temocm 
by Specikl Agents ........... 

is a person o~-
Be declined to Bign the 

following statement on the general prinoiple that he does not sign thing •• 
He read it ever. however, IUld assured that it was true aa far as his 
knowledge of affairs was conoerned. 

-Springfield, Ill. 
September 16, 1943. 

I was born in'-""" 
A. mo.k:e the ~-

who have identified 
me rnl Bureau of Investigation. 

No prcmses, threats, or consideration of any kind has beon mado to me to 
make this statement. 

-1 have worked at lUne A for about. years. I we.s employed there 
when Ryen sold the mine. Prior to thnt timo !""had heard no tlllk among the 
men about changing ~~ions. ! tr~nk they were setisfied with the union ~s 
it was. I know that I was satisfied with the Progressive Kine I.orkera of 
knericlI. I do not know wn:y the men changed unions. I did not see any men 
or talk to them about the chkT~e. I did not ospecilllly oare what they did 
about Wlions. Either Wlion would be alright with me. I did not go to any 
meetings where this matter was discussed. I went back to work. I did not 
sign an application to join the mr:.. I had my card in the J\r.; transforred, 
nnd went on working as before the mine had boen sold. 

"1 do not knuii ouch more about the situation tl'J".Il that •. 1 do not 
see that there is any change in working conditions than under the Progressive 
~ine loorkoTs. ~t tho time I was satisfied with the~. Now I am satis­
fied with the ~. 

-I have read tho above .tatement on this page. It is true and 
accurate • 

FBI • 
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Ro: JOHN L. IE.;rs, ET AL 

1945, by 
......... at which time he furnished the 
~ss the matterinvolvod, and stated 

testify to the facts as set forth below: 

o 

interviewed at hi. 
Septel!lber 18, 
and.-.. 

~RTnRr,t. He ~ 
he would be a willing witness to 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September IB, 1943 

following voluntary statoment t~ 
whom I know to be Spocia1 Agents of 

"1 reside at 
employed o.t !,fine L. 
about June, 1932. 

U. S. Department of Justice. 

Ill. presontly 

"The first mine union I joined was the ~ in Juno, 1932 at ~ino A. 
1 voluntarily joined the P::'< in Sept~mber, 1932 "ith the majority and I 
favored the Pl-In after 1932. In 1941 I first learned Elshoff had purchased 
1:in8 ;. froe Ryan from th~ no?spapers. l4y reaction, after knowing about the 
previous !Jine B trouble, was th::.t Lolshoff would sign a contract with the Ul&I'I 
end I would have to join the UMTr, tho United Mine -;'orkers of America, to keep 
my job. I would rather have worked for Ryan. - -

"-"nen Ryan operated the mino, it was a good plcco to work, and the 
working conditions were very satisfactory. 

"1 did not hoar the rumor th~t Eishoff might operate Mine A through 
Uine E or that it would stay closed until ~e joined the United ~ine Workers. 

Ml only attended two PEA meetings, meaning tho Progressive JUne 
--:orkcrs of America, when tha men of tho PMA local at l~ino A. .. ere discussing 
joining the~. One w~s at the PMA Hall and one was at tho Elks Club. 

"I received noticG of the PlJA Hall mveting from the newspapers. 
They did not decide anything at that meeting, but wanted to got in touch 
,: ith E1shoff to determine what he was going to do. J. couple of the men 
"ent out of the meeting to telephone Llshoff, but could not reach him. 'l'herQ 
1<as 0. fight on tho stairway botween some PW. members who did not want tho 
local to join the Ul~;. I did not seo the fight, and tho meeting broke up. 

"I am not interested in either union. I faIt that the men were 
going to join the UlF., and that if I 'Wanted to continue 'IIOrking at Hino 4, 
I would have to join ~lso. It is my opinion that the only mon who went to 



• c o 

Re: JOHN L. Lrr.lS, ET A.L 

Elks Club meeting had already decided to join the 
I had learned of the meeting from the newspapers. 

sided at this meeting. and in a standing 
to join the trw;:. Atter that, Ray 

Edmundson of mli1 was oalhd in Iltld he brought a notary~th him. All 
ship cards. After this. _(phonetic) 

WI heard talk &t the Kine A. among the miners that there had been a 
meeting in the wash house at tho mine last week before work in the morning. 
and some m!'- officials whoso names r do not know. had stated that the minBrs 
should be careful what they said to tho F.B.I. agents and instructed the 
miners not to sign anything. ~lnce I was not at the msc':;ing, I can not 
furnish ~ccurate information about this. 

"The working conditions nt ~ine A h~ve become worse since Elshoff 
bought the mine~ 

"I have car6fully read this stetement consisting of two and one 
quarter pa~es. and it is true and correct to the best of my knc~~edge. 

~itnessed: 

"--'(signed) 
~B.I. 

(signed) 
.B. I. n 

~ S08 -
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~: JOHN L. urIS, El' AL. 

Illinois, y, as 
5eptenber 13, 1943 by Special Agents 

Be is presently employed as a ~,,:~." 
of operators and stated ELS:IOFF treated the I:len like 

slaves Then he first started operations at ~:ine A. He attended the four 
meetings prior to the shift of 1'ine A employees to the lJI,'" but is vague 
on details of these neetines. He executed the folla>.ing written statement. 

"1 presently reside at 
Illino~s. I am presently 
a r.line di~iGe r. I T'as born 
I first joined the U1ited IF.ine 

iiSl'ringiield, Illinois 
September 13, 1943 

follacinl; voluntarJ sta~er!lent t.o 
'!":hem :;: knOl" to be Sj)t:cial AGents 

c,q,"',.l.C''', Uo S, ])epz r:'nent of Justice. 

~ as the U!f:A at the I,oodside Inne Local 999 at Springfi3i.:!, in 
_ 1 renained a member of the U'f-A until about 1932 -men I joined 

the Progressive l!ine i orkel's of Am'lrica, referred to hel'einafter as the 
p:r A, at :tine A Then it signed a IDeA contract. I started ,.,orlting at 
I'ine A in-'nd have continued 'r'ori';ing there to date. _ 

"In 1932, men 1 joined the PD:A, there "'as a vote taken in the 
PlFA !!all at 6th and' ashlllgton streets and the majority voted for the 
FlrA. I Tent T'ith the najority to retain ~ job. I,"ould just as soon 
have sta:red 'i th t;le U~ A as :! ras a charter nenber of mr A. 

'}J'ter 1932,. I paid ety dues to t he IT.!'.A &.aid I t-as interested in keep­
ing Ii\7 job, and not in any union. ~he first I heard of the change in 
operators 'l':as in 1941, throup,h the nGl·spapcrs. I did not relcome the 
change, and ""ould have preferred T'orking under ]Wan. I did not think ! 
rould lose rr.r job, t>ut felt that a.!ter a voto, tho mine would go UlIIA. 
It Tor/'ed out that ray. I thollP,ht tho loJinCrS l~ould vote for the Ulr;A 
because if the Plr:A T:on, Elsho!"!" , ould bring into the nine to "orlt, 
other U;~'A Einers •• 0 had a voto at the Elks Club on a Sunday aftemoOD 
at 2:00 p;r. It ras a fair election. The U;r:ll'on. 

-- hen !fran "-as the Uperator at ;.:ine i" the Torking conditions there 
under the PLrA ~'ere good, and the men v'ere satisfied. I "as not approached. 
b"J any tid'./. organizer to join tl:!c llf A. I heard rumors that !lshof! .-ould 
operate !!.i.n.e A through Hi..1'"!6 B. ~ raa.ctiQn ""as that he "'onld not dQ it; 
but I did think he '''ould hire SOI',\e ru A !Jen .ho night take my job, and I 
still T'anted to rorlt, 80 I voted for tho Ulf'A. There r.are nllDors that 
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all JOHN L. L1I:IS, ~ AL. 

Blahoi'! "ould open !tine A if the n1ners T.ould join the 
tIlJ,A and "e would start to "ork by October 1, 1941. I 
do not recall the sources of the,se 'I"UIilOrs. I had all 
ready nade up lIlY mnd to join the U1('A, going Y'ith the 

majority, 50 I "'ould not be out of '\"Iork. 

"I attended the four PI!' A neetings 'in September, 1941. I believe 
1 ~ot notice of part of these meetings throUGh the nerspapers and the others 
~y rord of nouth on street corners. 

"At the t'l"O the P;.f A Hall, the President of 
that union presided. He tried to hold the local at 
lcine A, in the PlrA. up in an aT'J"mc'1t. The second 
Geeting broke up in a fight. As to this fi:;h~, it .. as started by somc men lIho 
\' ere not ey,J)'loyed at lline 1., ~ ho , 'ere standinr, on th") stciI'lva;)'. I think they 
"'ere P.f'A men roho vranted to keep us PICA membe.-s. 

the R:ldna1l lIa ll, __ (phonetic)~ 
i.t this r.llleting, ,-c agr&ed to have ,,~ 

J!.lks Club and to notii'J thc men 0: tlle 

"ht the tro meetings at the FU"I. Hall and JC<\r,lan iiall, there 
T ere no tIlI:A organizers prcsent to lilY knal"le:iLe. ~ Jo;dnundson did not 
talk at this Meeting and '-as not there. 

"On a Sunday 
\""as about 190 PI! A !'len present 
Mone present, but the P:!/. 
no urI J. organizers present ;~~~=-n~~~ 

1941, there 
There "as 

join the mr,,, and all in favor stood up. Practically all voted for the 
Ill!::" TheN "'as no dl.scussion about ha=ng to join the mI,!_ before going 
to Tork. 

"J.ftcr thc vote, " e sent for :~dson to see if he T'ould ac­
cept us as a local. Edcundson came over to the li:l.ks Club nth a notary­
public. Ji)jrlundsCll took an affidavit that 'P'e ,all "'anted to join the UlrL 
voluntarily, and then he sent three men to sec Elshoff to find out moo' 
tho cine could opcn. ThC'J came back Tlithin thirty minutes IUld said the mine 
Tould open by Gctober 1, 1941. 

"I made up cy mnd to vote for the ~r.A the day I 81l'" JD,shoff: 
had boucht the cine~ Uo one influonced 00. I figured lli.ne i. '''ould go 
lUI. because Unc B had gone that .... ay, and I did not "'ant a long period of 
uncrnployment like they ~ in lline B. 

- ~10 -
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R! : JO!In L. L~ IS, 1!:T 1.L. 

'":'hen /Van had Bine 1., nth a m'/. contract, he 
treated us miners like men, but -.:ben Elshoff took it 
over, he treated u.s like slaves. He did not have enougb 
rooms for the Den and doubled thoo up to Cet the coni out. 

He docked the oon a lot and ~ ould not sbOl' us ,-tv Te Tere docked. He call1Ded 
it Tas bccc\':.ie of dirt in the coal etc. !!:taboff laJat1 he could got plenty 
of Llcn at thd ti:1C, horcver, at the present tine, Elshoff treats us 'Well, 
because men are r~~rd to I;et. 

"I have read this statenent consisting 0: tbree and a quarter 
pages end it l.S the truth to the best of llt'I' kncwledge. 

~_itnessed, 

15/'-'­
~.I. 

~a' B-1" ~ ... 

lsi 
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RE I JOOlI L. LEijIS, ET AL. 

to 
following si~3d statenent. 

ftSpringficld. Ill~ 
September 18, 1943. 

o 

interviewed at his residence,_ 
Illinois, on the~Ornin of 
Special Agents 

has an accent wbi oh s 
gave information set forth in the 

I was born .in~ 
the follorin~ 

have ider.ti~ied them­
Bureau of Investigation. a 

promises, threats, 
-make this statement. 

or consideration of any 0:-.:1 has been made to me to 

"I am now employed at P£.llther Creek Mine #5, which i~cated 
across the street from '-1here I live. I worked at Uine J.. abou" years, 
ending last January. I "as employed by )/iine A at the tl.mf; thc.~ ", ~ aold 
the mine. I do not know why the men changed unions at that t'.ulC. I was a 
member of the Progressive IUne ,workers of America at that tmJ, and I am a 
member of the iV., of A now. I did not attend any of the meetings of the 
local when the mntter of changing unions ..,.",s discussed. I did not hear any 
about it. I signed up With tho tAr .. after all the other men had signed up, 
and there was a closed shop contract. I signed up with the Ukii 80 I could 
go back to work. If I did not, I would lose my job. I did not hear any 
talk of changing unions prior to that time. I was satisfied with the 
Progressives, and I think most of the men were too. 

"I have read this statement on this pago. It is true and accurate. 

/s/ 

• 

- :512 -
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RE I JOHN L. WIIS, ETAL 

person hIl.vinl; 
averabe min6r. He l8 not dirrioult 
forth Oil the ~ollowin!; statement • 

• 

! 
" 

a 

Be gave intormation eet 

Springfield, Ill. 
September 17, 1943 

Iwaabarnin ........ 
I me.!ce tho fol~ 

1":'~ ha'7e ldentified them­
of IJ.!',estigation. 

No promises, three.ts or oonsideration of u.'cy kin,:! ho.. beon made to me to 
make tr.i s statement. 

"I bIlva worked at )fine A for. years. I was employed there 
at the time that RYAN s~ld out his interest in the mine. Ik1':oro that time 
there had not been muoh disoussion IIlIIOn!; the men about ohB.ngJ.T?, '':he unions. 
I do not know why the mon voted to go baok to the Uni ted Jlir:~ li.,.,kers. 
I thought that the Progressive )line Workers were oheoking os':' too D.\oh 
duos. r also did not see T/hy there should be two unions ror ~oO.l miners. 
and all tho trouble trl&t two unions would cause. &00.1.:8e of thill. I did 

,not o~e muoh whioh union I belonged to ~s long as r oould work. r did 
not go to the meetings or pay l!IIloh attention to what was going on. I _nt 
to the meeting when the men voted to go over to the U .ll.W. I voted to go 
OVer beeause the rest of the men wore going to do that. r had no special 
reason. I do not recall anything Baid about the oompany ravoring more 
the U .M.W •• al thoUgh--' at that meeting. did 8/J.y that he thought. 
that we would get al~ the oompo.ny if we joined the U.l/.W. 

"I have read the Clbove statement on this page. It is all 
true ClOd aocurate. 

lei 

- !l3 -
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HE I JOfIlfl L. u::-;zS, ET .AL. 

,t>D'ear'ed to be coope 
, of cho.ro.cter and it 11 not believeel that he 

w~uU be bcttar them Q feir witness. i.t the present time be 11..­
and is not workin[; in tho mnes. Ho disclhins any crimino.l rec~ 

III 

The follov:int; signed statement WI'S c,bto.inod from 

·Springfield, Illinois 
Scpteribcr 14, '1943. 

and Ylhom r know to be Speciel J.eents 
of nts or promises of any kind have been made to me; 
I have boen told I noed not I!lnlce !illY state!'1'l~t and thnt any st",t,O::lont I do 
mo.ke CQn be used in Court. 

"I wo.s born I began 
to work as a miner in aS a United 
Hine "orker. In 1932 narlc;ca unions with the IIl&.jority nnd bocame a Pro-
gressive }.line :'orkor because I didn't like John L. Lewis and the way he ran 
the U.U:-;' 

"I first h(Oard abcut the so.le of :~ine "A" to Elshoff through te.lIc:­
ing to fellow miners. I perscne.lly didn't like this becnusoUr. Rynn was a 
ge'od employer o.nd a fine fellow to work for. I he,d nlso been sathfied with 
the Progressive }.line Union e.s they had fairly reprosented the miners. I 
hec.rd the rU.",or thct the officials of llino liB" were threat'ening te operntc 
lline "A" throuc;h ~ine "B" o.nd o.lso thnt Elshcff would not operate ~ine .~~ 
except through United ~ino :;orkors.Vnion. However, these stories did not 
influence me to change over to the United Mine ~crker8. 

WI attended tho mcetinc; at the Pror;re 
the sale of Mine .~" w&s discussed. I noted thn 
of the union took n prominent pnrt in Getting the 
the PJ.lU. to m.:n. Ho told me tho.t he nnd the Uinar's Committee hnd to.llced to 
Blaho! (,.Dd that Elsh~f is roported to ho.vo saiel thnt he wouldn't open J41Do 
wAw with the P.ll.". butthat he woulel reopen the mino wi thin 30 do.ys if tho 
mon would switch ever to U.L ••• 

WI think that ecnditions un:ier tho P.li.A. were better than they 
were nfter ~ine kA" wont U.B.~. because we no longor were free to Iny what 
we wanted and we no longer hnd a vete as the U.ll.;i. (Organization railroade,· 
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IiB. JOlII/ L. lZtfiS. E'l: .AL. 

their own mon in IlIld hnnd10d the union to suit 
themselves. 

-I have read the within statemeht consisting ot 
tyro p",ccs nnd it is all true. 

(.) 

~;itnessed. 

Special ~ents, FBI. -

- 1115 -
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Re: JOm L. W'I1S, ET At. 

a 
m2etings at the time the miners 
UMOiA after the sale of lline 
He furnished the follo'll'ir,g 

this statement and know 

"1 was born 
in _ 1 became an 
began working in mines 
never held any offices 
as a digger. 

Special Agents 
cooperative 

o 

because he didn't attend any of the 
affiliations from p~ to 
no known criminal record. 

"Spri~gfield, Ill. 
September 17, 1943 

5?ring:~eld, 
,l"ents o 

",,(~eI'al Bureau of 
been _de to cause me to make 

these facts can be presented in court. 

;,:. ,\merica 

l.r.u.g at that-ti'.,~~ 
am presently employed at ~ne A 

"1 joined rrogressives in 1932 and still favor PwA because they 
have better working conditions even today. 

"1 learned of the sale of Mine A through the newspaper. I also 
got a letter telling me of the sale and advising me to join ~,A to keep 
my job. 1 heard talk to the effect that Mr. Elshoff 'fI'as going to drive an 
entry and hoist coal from ~ne A through Wine B. Also talk to the effect 
that l!ine A would open only if the men joined Ul&VA. 

"1 never attended any meetings at p~ Hall where we discussed 
this matter. ~either did I go to Red.1J&IlS Hall or the Elks Club when the 
miners met or. this Situation, because I was afraid of trouble. 

-1 went back to );ine A after it opened and had to sign W,1A be,­
fore I went down into the mine. At present there are to many docks and you 
can 't say anything against the mion. I would rather work under p~ as 
they have better labor conditions, and some sayeo at the meetings. 

been 
"1 have/read the aboVtl vClllZltary statement made by me consisting 

of 1" pages. The lIame is true '" correct. 
/S/ 

"iii tnessed: 
/S/ 

.,., 
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Re : JO'" L. LEWIS, ET AL. 

_was coopera not felt 
ness, inasmuch as he only worked at Mine A for tw~nths and never 
returned aE'3r the shut down an March 31, 1941. has no 
known crirnirjal record. He furnilhed the following 5l.gne 5 tement. 

"I , 
tarily make 

Ill. 
:september 13, 1943 

volm-

T';J.B -who have made themselves known to me as 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. No threats 
made to cause ~e to make this statement. 

0:" rrornis es hE ve been 

"I was bom in 
working in the rrines in 
JOl.nl.ng u~A at that time. 
Creek Mine #2, Sprir~field, 

"I was only employed at lJinc A for a period of two mnths, 
February and "'B.rch of 1941. I never returned to J.ti.ne .. aga1-, but 
started at Panther Creek #2 in October 1941. 

u~ was in favor of the Progrcssiv~ ~ne 
in 1932 and joined up with them while working at 
Ill. I am still a member of P.M.A. I have never 
either PMA or U~A. 

"I have no knowlcdge of the facts surroundin~ the opening of 
IUne A in September of 1941. . I never attended any of the PlIA meet­
ings before the mine opened at which time they switched their union 
affiliations. All I know about the situation is what I read in the 
Ill. State Register and 1 wouldn't go back because 1 didn't want 
to have anything to do with ftJof,1A. 1ihen I read that Mr. Elshoff had 
bought Jline A I just eaid to myself, 'well I haven 't got any job '_ 

-During the two monthll I worked at Iline A conditions seemed 
alrlr;ht and the miners sacred satisfied with P.l!.!. I worked nights 
and didn't have a lot of contact with the men • 

-

"Aftc.r Mine .. reopened mder Elshoff __ one of • 
the miners came by and said that uscar Palcet~ come back. 

-:117 -
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Re: .x>m L. LEWIS, ET AL. 

I told him, 'Nothing doing, I don 't want anything 
to do with U~A.' 

"I never heard anything about y~ A going to be operated 
through ~e B, or that Mine A would open on condition that the men 
join tIM •• A. 

"I have read the above statement consisting of 1 3/4 pages. 
The same is true and correct. 

/S/ 
tr.ii tnessGd: 

/5/ 
n 
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RE: JOHN L. LOOS, ET AL 

"SprinGfield, Illinois 
September 19, 1943 

Il nry 
una. know to be Special A~,err;; 

threats or promises of nny l-:'..nt' _"OVO ~en JIlB.de 
to me; I hnve been told I need not make any state:n.,n'~ ane. th"~ this s tate­
t"Jent can be used in court. 

"I v:o.s'b>rn in I c rune to the Unitod 
States vin New York City cititen of the l':l':';ed States 
at Springfield, Illinois in I have been 'We! -""~:, in the 
mines since _first joining the i'lorkera. 

"I begen 1IOrk nt )line 'l.' 10.- cs e digger IlS n 'lJeJDber of the 
United ~inelorkers. 1 wnl Entisfied w~thiB union until 1932 when the 
loIioo 'J..' aigned up with the Progressi ve J.:ire rs Union. I decided to jOin 
the PW. and w&s in favor of trot union. The conditions were D, K. in this 
union too but I did not think thore __ much difference between U161 and PWi. 

"I first heard about the sale of Mine 'A' by rending the nsws­
p"per. I did not think nnything nbout the ",,10 as affecting_b, I 
attended thu "'eating held at Redman's Hail presided over-by 

c.t which the question of gaine over to tho United Mine .. or era wns 
I ettended the meeting held at the Elks Hc.ll pre,sided over by 

R"y Edmundson spoke at this mooting md signed up the 
lted lane i7orkors. 

"I henrd thnt Elshoff vrould keop !fine 'A' closed unlessit WIlS 

operated with the UIIYl nod thLt he would opornte ).line '1..' throl,lgh ).line'S'. 
Thh influenced me to join Unitod !line 110rkers which I did nt the meeting 
<-t th& Elks IIo.ll. I don't cnro which union I belong to just tha.t I ba..,. 
11 job, 

"I have been rend the within statel!l8nt conllistine of 2 pages and 
it is (\11 true. 

"Witne'"MI~ 
/./ 
/11/ 

/11/ 

• I., Springfield, 111.­
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Ril: I JOHN L. LEWIS. B'rAL 

wns 
tlu:.t ho would 
tho J.!i no. 1. 

smuoh o.s ho ho.d Tory l1ttlo kDcwlol3go of 
hila DO lcnown orimino.l rooord. Be fur-

ni shod th" l' ~ll owing 

.. Springfield, Ill • 
Soptombor 18, 1943 

"I, 

~
'vo. t 0 fcllrnrlnb st'~tcmlc~ 

of ths Fodo.r~l Buro~u 
promisos 0 ~ny kind hovo. boen ~do to 

r.'.nlS".p~,rRIiiiiIIiIIiii:_ 
of Invostie;~tion. No -}:'!'oots or 
cC'~oo mo t., onko t"t 6 0 ... tC:l.'l~t. 

"I woe born in 
noturnUzo.d in "",., 'n,,"", n 

cining UInA at that til7lO. 
1 novor hold o.r..y offico une",,' 
until July 1942. At prosont 

"I lo~rnod nbout tho solo of Hino ~ froD tho papors. I 
'WD.sn't muoh interosted c.nd didn't think tn.:oh c.bout it c.t tho tilIIo AB tho 
nino was closod. 

"I ho~rd talk to tho offoot thnt loIr. ELSHOFF 'WD.S going to 
tc.ko tho 0001 out cf Mino A through Ulno B, but I DOVor hoard thnt Hino A 
would bo 010sed unti 1 0.11 tho oon jcinod UUit.. 

"1 novor ottondod any of tho mootings hold by tho minors 
cn tho Mino ~ 8itu~tion. oxoopt tho first ono, o.t PW. ~ll. whoro thoro 
was oCl lot vf o.rguing. I didn't wont to got mixod up in any troublo so I 
novor wont o.co.in. 

"1 roturnod to tho mino two or throo d~ys otter it oponQd 
and signod up tnfil. at tho mino boforo I 'Wont to work. I r=uor thAt Wo jJt;,. 
moro dooks whon wo first eto.rtod up. .':: 

"Both unions woro o.bout tho SD.mO but I favor P~ booD.Ue~ 
it is moro doooorntio and rosponsivo to tho rank end filo. 
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BE I JOHN L. LEWI S. ET!. L 

• 
..,.

NT V ;; V "I Ix>vo had tho abovo 
road to me by Agent 

CmiTINUED) 

o CIlsisting at li pagol 
Tho BIUDO is true a: oorroot. 

/sl 

Sprinp;fiold. 

- 1121 -



r 

. -- ------------------------

c • o 

ft3: JOHN L. WilS, ET AL 

He disclaims any cr"r'nal 
record. 

nSp~_~gfieldJ Illinois 
September 15, 1943 

til, 
fall ""ing vol 

"haLl 
Invest~sation. 
I need not make 
court. 

1m"" to be Spec 
No th1'8ats or promises huve been :-:1?de 
any statement and that this state.tent 

at L\ine "A" in about .. 7_''''. 
Wltil 1941 .... hen Uine "'-" ras sold. I 
Wlion. At the present tme I am el!lployed 
I left Mine "A" in Jmuary of 194:2. r 
union I VIas satisfied l'>ith the P.!!.A. union. 

au 
to ne; I have been told 
can be used in 

-, 
"I first found out about the sale of Mine "1." either thrOugh 

the newspaper or by a letter 'flhich I received from 1!r. Bill ~a.1"l i.I'l 
which he said he hoped he VIas still nry friend. ,\:hen I heard the mine 1I'as 
sold my thought 'lras that the:r "'ere trying to break the Progressive union. 
I 1'8alized that if I Tanted to ,'ol"k in liine "A" that I l'rould have to change 
unions from PUA to U.l.!.Ti. 

one neeting of the emplo;wees of ~ne "A" presided 
over by ?'mch the sale of the mine ""as discussed. ItJJ I 
reJ:li3mber spoke and that we "'ere given membership cards to 
sign. I signed up nth the U.K.T • union at that meeting. I figured that 
Elshoff ?:ould operate the mine ?-ith the United f!i.ne T;orIers union only 
and that I had better Sign up to keep IllY job. 

"I have read the ~ritten statenent consisting of one and a halt 
pages aid -it is all true. 

(Signed) 

- :522 -
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REI JOHN L. lEWIS, ETAL 

sale of ML." A. 
following 5igncd 

" 

• 

til was 
started working at Mino A about 
PMA in 1932 along with the rost 
unions and all! oarod about was 
union. I am presently employed 
IIIIl Springfield, Ill. 

o 

Springfield, Ill. 
Soptember 16, 194:5 

Agents 
prvmises or any 

I first 
I joined 
both 

papers. 
working for 
lcn:JW PHi. _ s 

first learned of the sale of Mine A fr~the Dew.­
difference to me at that time beoause I __ 

ing the sale 

At the time of tho sale 10 tar as I 
. th llr. RYAN. During the poriod follow­

no one approaohed me Ilnd tried to get mo to join UlI'lA." 

"I hOllrd tho rum on the t lIr'. ELSHOFF _s r;oing to 
olose )!ino A and hoist tho 00111 through Une B, and that Mine}" wouldn't 
open unless all of the miners joined tntIIl. I didn't pay lIIIloh attention 
to those rumors as I was already employod at the time. 

"I nover attended any meetings at PMA Headquarter •• 
Redman's atll, or tho Elks Club, whore tho untter of the lIale of )line A 
or chango in union affiliations was discus sod. 

"},,11 I lcnow is that when I wont baolc to the III1n. 
after it roopened I had to join ~A. 

"Tho only differenoe I notioed at Mine A waa that 
you got more dooks under ~, and for that reason I tavored P.Ml. 

• 
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... 

ftI have read the above atatelllent oonsht1ng d 1i 
po.ges"_ The sa."", 1& true end oorreot. 

lsi 
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lie : Joa; L. LEiIlS, ET AL. 

Special AgEmt.lSl 
difficulty in 

beheved that t,e -..-ould 
record. HiE statement 

responded in a cooperative way. 
make a good witness. He said he has no 
i3 as follows; 

"I, 
volur.tary sta<·p,""'n<. 
1 know to be Special ",,,'nT. 

"&pringrield, Illinois 
September 17, 1943 

following 
whom 

No threats or prol!lises of any kir,d have been made to me; I 
told I need not make any statement and that this statement 
in court. 

have been 
can be used 

ItI was born in 
States at l;e.1 "ork City 
the Ur.ited ~tates at Spr.' '''G''.C 

I entered the United 
urilJ.JL.-.'O ei tizen of 

"I am no~loyec! at Une 'A' as a digger. I have been employed 
here sir,ce about __ "t that time J. belonged to the Unite~ Y;T'~ "Jlk9rc. 
!he union at this ~l.me seemed to get along all right rith the A.-ine .fA f •• 

I was in favor of the change to the <'rogr,,:~ive )!ine ~i~"':;ere because we 
thought we would have better conditions. I liKed t.he Progressive 1!ine 
.lorkers union during the time I belonged to it as I felt it represented 
the rrir.ers. I would belong to it now if I had my own way. 

"I heard about the sale of !~ne 'A' to Carl Elshoff through 
the newspaper and through my fellow miners. I also received a letter 
from Bill ~yan sa~r.g he had sold the mine and that I was no longer an 
emplOyee of *iD€ 'A!. I thought tr~t ~ job was gone unless I joined 
the United lline \,orkers. 

"I l"as satisfied with the v.ay the Progressive lline "-orkers 
handled grievances with Mine 'A'. 

"I heard that Elshoff was going to cperate j(;ine 'A' through 
1iine 'E • and that he wouldn't operate .oa.ne 'Il' unless it was under the 
United Mine .iorkers. 'I didn't think Elshoff would reopen Yine 'A' under 
the .t"rogressivt: kine ~~orkers ar.d so I voted to beccrre a United Yine ";{orker 
so I could keep my job. These stories which I heard from the other 
miners iniluenced me to become aUra ted oJ.ne "orker. 

"I did not 3tter.d any of the meetir.gs of the employees of MinP t~' 
at n'::ich it v:~: d~cid2d ~(J !':·:c')rr.? Unit2d ~"ine "cr~:~ ... ..,. I df?Cide= to join 
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Re: cX>m L. LE"~ J ET AL. 

by 

up With UM., because the majority of the IIIIm 

voted to go over. 

and a fraction pages has been read to Ie 
i:l the presence of ~d it 1. a11 true. 

/s/ 

"'ii'i messed: 

/s/ 

Special Agents, I. 
Springfield, Illinois" 

- 2126 • 
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Re t JOBt L., LUt"IS, ET AL .. 

wo 
situation. 
(ollowing signe 

o 

"Springfield, Ill. 
September 17. 1943 

voluntaril~ 

and~ 
threats or 

to cause me to make this statement. 

I just started nJ. was born 
working at .lUna A in 
an office in any .~.,~" 
up Progressive With the 

• I have never held 
.lUne A when Pl4k was formed and joined 

the miners there. I think that the t1l'O 
sent I'm working 

"I learned of the sale of Mine A from the newspaper. and 1 figured 
that J. would either bave to join mliA or lose 'lIlY job. -.. 

"1 never heard any talk to the effect that Jlr Elshott was 
going to close ~ne A and hoist coal through .lQ.ne B, or that Mine A 
would open only if all the miners joined ~. 

"I can't clearly recall attending any meetings at P}.IA Hall, 
hedmans Hall, or Elks Club where the Bale of A 
I was out of toll'Il for a few days visi 
When J. came back I heard that the men 
~ne A was goir.g to open up. I remember 
house and asking me to come to special -,~",., "" 
to the meeting and joined' Ul(.A at that time. ' 
place, or any particulars of the meeting •. 

coming over to 'lIlY 
to me that I went 

don't recall the meeting 

• 
-I returned to l'ine A when it opened as aA member. -I remember 

that we had an excessive number of docks after we retUI1led to work. 

"If I had a 
they treated 
I quit 

free choice I would choose Progressives because 
_ 'lbe IlJ.I.,A gave me a bad room over at liine A and 

- 321 -
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Re; Jom L. WIS. IT AL. 

n .. itnesses; 

/5/ 

Ill." 

o 

"I have had the above statement COll;o~"l>'LJJ& 
of 1 3/4 pages read to III! by Agent 
The same is true and correct. 

IS/ 

- 328 -
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REI JOHN L. LEi:IS, ET AL. 

when Mine J, chanced f'rom i\iA to mr.iII.. 
record. He furnished the f'ollowing s 

·Springfield, Ill. 
September 15, 1943 

WI, 
voluntarily 

~sor 
statement. 

. 

0 

very COC)pe: 

inasmuch as he wu &'111&'¥ 
has no known criminal 

'Ei't;emi)nt & 

spriiiillfield Ill. do 
At;enta 

Bureau of' • 
cause me to make this 

employed as a trip 
rider. I have been an employee of ~ine A since 1933 or 1934. Before 
starting at Mine 4 I had joined P1IA while working at i'eabody lIine 1159 in 
1932. 1 was in f'avor of the split e.nd the new au. at that time and they 
always treated me alright. 

-I found out about llr. !qan selling the mine to lIr. Elahoff fraa 
the newspaper and from a letter Iir. !qan Bent to all the miners. It made 
ce kind of' sick when I first found out about it &.8 I fiGured that we were 
goinG to have troUble aGain. 

·Up till the time llr. Ryan sold Mine ... he was getting along 
fine with ~ and I waS satisfied wit~ ~ at that time, 

WI don't recall any rumors to the ef'fect that Iir. Elshoff wu 
going to close down ~ine A and hoist the coal through Hine B, or that 
Mine • would open only if the miners ;joined W,&A.. 

WI attended one meeting at P.UA Headquarters where the men dis­
cussed what was going to be dene about the sale of the ,mine. The regular 
Ft.u. officials were in charge of the meeting. The meeting was just Bort or 
an uproar and nothing much was done. The men decided t0MM!8ee how 

out. Jbout that time I went t 
worked a few days and when I came ac e ne 

WI heard that the men had one or two meetings after I left aDd 

- 329 -
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RE' JOHli L. I.E.irS, ET AL. 

the majority voted to join Wi,,". 

~ack [eirrs, Supt. at Vine A came after 
me and asked me to come back to work, 

and I si[,'Iled up with Wi,. the next day. All the men who signed up at 
once diin't r~ve to pay any initiation fee. . 

was a leader in swinging the Vine A men back into 
ULr..A.. I've heard him say that he favored Ui4riA _y be-
fore the mine was sold. I recall him saying several times, -we'd be 8. 
dam Sight better off if we were UMT"'". 

"1 have rend the above statement consi8tin~ of two pages and 
the same is true and correct. 

/s/ 
-"itnessed: 

.1. Sprinbfield, Ill • 

- sso -

" 



~~~ -~----- - ----------~----..:.. 

/ c o ... 

/' 

Ro I JOlnf L. ~.~." .. :::,. ~l.. 

cxacutcc tho-following atate~tl 

"Springfield, Il11nois 
Septe~e~ 14, 1943 

the following volunt~ry 
w~~n I know to be Spaci~l 

"I. 
str. tcr.\o!1t to 
Agents of the • S. Dcp~rtment of Justico. 

eld. 

"The 1~8t time I worked ~t l!ine "A· WOoS in June. 1942. 

81n_ .-t~rtcd '10rking in coo.l minos as ~ diggor, 'Jorking in 
the Old host ~ Springfield, Ill. undor the United ~o ilorkeTB of Amodeo., 
'Which will be reforrod to hcrcinn.ftf)r o.s ~ne Ull!l'~. I 'Worked flS u digger in 
Uine 1. off ~nd on from_to 1942. 1 ha.ve never held M office in ~ mine 
union. 

"I ho.ve no opinion to express reg~rding the formntion of the 
Progressive ~lnc Union of America., which will be referred to hereiDAfter as 
tho P!.IA. in 1932. 

"For sever::il years bofore 1932 I worked under the U1IW o.s check 
weighonn. At the tico F~\ org~izcd I ned ooen defeated tor the job ~t 
check weighrno.n and ha.d become a coal digger aga.in. 

WI joined the PMA in 1932 bec~uso the majority of the miners jo1Dad. 
Eowover. I did not like the high ho.nded wuy John L. Lowis tried to push tho 
n8\1 _go sc~le on tho .,inors without thoir consent. I did not havo -srrr 
interest in either union as ~ miner. 

"I first knew definitely that E18h~ff had become operator of 
Uine A '1hen ~ nla.ry check showed the chMge. I ~bo h'Jard of the chlulge 
through some of the minors, 

- 3Sl -
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WIt was the general opinion ~ong the miner a that 
Elsh~ff would try to nine; tho mine from P'.!! to" 
iJ1.r. like he h:ld at !.!ino B. I felt this way too, 

"1 th~nk tho.P~ nere more honest at ~ne A than the u.ur. bad beo~ 
a..'ld th:lt the "IH n "anted the P'DA to rec:>.in as the bargaining agent thera ... 

"I heard tho miner. talking about tho fact that Elshoff would try 
tj take the coul vut of the South section of ~ne A tr~ou~h Mino B. I did 
not draw any conclusions. Tho c runers did n~t influence me to join the our.. 

WI ru:J sure I did not attend a!1y ~f' tho P'&. mOtl"t'.ngs at all whon the 
men at ",ino A, si;;nec up Vii th U;;:;. I hac no interest "In _:ob[\ to e.rry 
meetin~s eithor to vote or to Ii ten t~ :lny t:llkE. I wanted to stay away 
from all union cff:lirs So I just waited until tho minors had decidod what 
union they wanted ann I joinec .ith the ~jority. 

tt.hft8T the IDS; gJt the bo.r~a.inin: riGht:; at lane A in 1941, 
bocame rcpicly worse tlun when the >nine 'IIi:>. oporating under the F;lA. 

"Elshoff brought in a couple of Peabody Mine 'Faoe' bassos from 
Peabody !~ne #53 und #59. These bosses teak un insolent attitude towa.rd the 
miners. They tried to nAke slavos of us. . 

"The Ul~ fined me illegally. Thore Vias no hoaring. no trial. and 
n~ chcrges presentee a~a1nst me. 

"I have read this st:.tcliIcnt consisting of two =l~ ono hnlf pnges 
end it is truo und corroct. 

":;1 tnes.ad: 

·t 
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by Specio1 
He appeared cooperative 

\ --

o 

. +.r.oss bocause of tho neutral at!MP.de Tohich he 
adopted :me: :us . of knor.ledge of pertinent facts. as DO 
kn= crininal record. He furnished the follOlOing signod statemcn • 

• 

nl. 

"Springfield, Ill • 
Septamber 13, 1943 

and ,-tho have tJ.::Q.o th:msel vas kIlCl\"m no 
J.g • ('!"Cl'.-::..L =:ree'u of Invostigntion. No throats or pl'OClises 
of ;my kl.l1d have been [jade.: to ceus.; no t'l =ke this stRtC!I:lent. 

"I "'-!lS born 

- JIi"~snat ~l.I1 ~n I b'~g1'.Il to T ork in 
have never . an office~ union. 
Hine /. startining in Nov._ 

to Ar.lerica in 
I first joined 

Sorimzi"j old. I 
"encJ.Y cnployod at 

"I \735 neutral tor.ards eithur W,I. or PUt. in 1932. All I "'as in­
terestod in at thnt tine rons keeping rr:1 job. I jOJ.ood Progressives 
nt fune A but did 80 only because I wnnted to keep 't!13' job. 

"In the SUIYI0r of 1941 I hoard that Llr. Ivnn h~d sold l1ine A to 
llr. Elshoff. 11Y Tife also reed cbout thl: sale to ce fren the Pllper. 
'.hen I heerd the nC\7S I decided to go along ,.-ith the majority urid if lIine 
J. r.cnt lll!'l~ I decided I TrOuldn't be first and I "ouldn't be last to join 
UJ[.J,. The Pur. took care of no just nbout as good as nor.. I Toas not ap­
preached by any orgPJ1izcrs to join II!.!. 

"I heo.rd nearly 011 the con talkillg about t:r. Elsho!,f going to take 
the cod out of !.:ine lo through J::ine B. I hoard this talk in Boer 
Tav.:::ms .. hen I roas talking nth the other niners. I .. as seo.red tMt I 
.. auld lose IJY bread I'.< buttor if this ;tias true. I thought that I ~ould he\"o . 
to l~ok for another job. 

"I don't recall hearing CI\,vthing about !lino A beins oponed if all 
the oen ,.-auld join '[U,A. 

nI attended II nccting at t~on Sunday, Uost of the 
niners fron l!ine A 'rere there. ~sked no to COl:lO cemo t.o 

- 1133 -
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k: JOHN L. LEJ;;IS, ET /J.. 

!iITEWIE t,ITH that oeoting. I don't knor. '!<ho 'WIlS in c~e 
of thnt cooting. Four or fivo cen talked but 
the only one I rcmo!.lbor was tho last one who 

tnlkod, l'r. Edu')Ildnon. ,\0 all votod to 'oin tniA. IT.-as influencod to 
vot~ tr" :. E" I could koop ny job. 141'. F.idn2DdBon prol:lised to take care or 
cl.l the r··r~_~.)rs. 

"I 'l"as not 11 !:)(mbor of ('.ny Conni ttee during this tirle. Before the 
I"inc closod dov'l'l ~lJ, it ras good. ',han \"e first Tlent back to 'Pork in 
1941 there TCC,S on orful lot of docks but n",,' it is alriCht ng:>in. 

"I have hnd 
road tel DC b;" l.-:Gnt 
~ign n:r npnc. 

/S/ 

untnI"'J strtC!.l0nt Ik'\de 'ty )1<, t;()Dsist1.'g of 2 pages 
The S~H': in true a:1l ccr!uct and I do hereby 

/S/ 

--~ 
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is belie':ed that he will make a good witness. 
record. 

His stateoent is as follows I 

o.!-.. ,-,,''','':; vol untar.' s 

( 

f 
I , 

oJ::...-...- ... " ... , 1 'H!O ... + ct ... t"C''''''.a..... .....;~,u .... ... 

aP'llealred to be 
events under inquiry. It 

He disclaims any crimiMl 

"Springfield, 11linoi, 
Se ;:~"l:;be!" 17, 1943 '.-

whom T know to be; Special Jt."nmcs 

No threats or promis(;s of any lcind have boon 
made to mc; I· have been told I need not take any statclJcnt and that this 
~tatcmcnt can be u5~d in court. 

, lllinois 
I first was 

arkcrs at that ' 
"orkcrs but 

I h~vc I am presently employed 
at Jl:ine nAn as a digg"r. I he,v,:: oocn om;>loyod at lIinc "An Since" 

Prior to 19)2 I 11:13 not satisfied tlith the; Unit(;d Uine i'-orker's 
Or';Clnizatio,j because the officials did not truly rep!'.'.sent th" miners and 
they seemed to play into th" Aands of th:; mine operrltors. Being dis­
satisfied "i th th" union I was in favor of the switch over to the Progres­
sive Mine j{orkers.~r,I felt th:.t the Progressive Mine I'orkar!; Union was a 
good or(;iJ1ization, represented the minClrS and W&3 conscientious in handling 
gricv::nccs. Ther..: was no tl'oubl" b~t"een p.M.r:. end thc operator of 
Jl:inc "A- up until tho sale of Kine "Aft. 

-I first read about the s~le of Kine "Aft O,y rCjding it in tho 
!lC\'fspapcr5. ! kncH imm(;ldiatcly that Elshoff would oponte the min;; with 
miners from th(.; United Pine "ork(;lrs and thut 'It1Y job was prob.::bly gone un-
1;;S5 I was able to join U 11 -;:. . 

"I hcz.rd tru:t t.lshoff was going to opcr:!te 1Iine "A" through 
1Iine -B" a.nd t~t ht; would only opcr",tc Uioo wAn with U J.! TI minors. I 
heard thes~ rumors at thu moetings the employeos of lIioo " .. " hdd to de­
Cide whet t.hey l!(;lre going to do. I fi,,'urud thr.t thesv stories 'Were true 
z.nd that I had butt-.r join the U. Y. r;. if I \1nnt,.,d to keep m;y job. 
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RE: JOHN L. IZ!'IS, F.'l', ~ 1 

"I att"nded tho meetings which the Kinr_ ".I." miners 
held. IIIIIIIIIIIIIIpresided over the GOetings hald 
at Re~ at the Elks HIlll. I o.1so 
~ttcnded another meeting at "tho ProgrGssi'fe Ball .. 

At Ulc :ir~t ;u~)<!ting ar,"UI:lcnts took place as to whether or not the mon 
should je1.., !l.U.;,. At s Hall 
a COlD!:d.tt~e on which and 
-.>las go see opinioQ. 
~r"p"rtcd b;;.ck to the Lliners on th" following after-

noon at the Elks Club end said that Osc~ Falcetti, the super, said that 
the !.len could eith"r ch,enG" to U.M.:l. or he 'Would hoist the cocl. out 
through !.:ine "B" ehaft. Then tho !'liners voted to jOi:1 :.r.n.:;. After that 
c cornmitt<.: ... -;It)nt ''-It and Got Roy Edl.llnds0n of U.U:.;. and he cam'.) over 
and made a speech in "\"Ihich h" proLli~o1 th~ :.lQn an the_ rights and privi­
lec:cs of the U.!!::-;. end proLllsod the !Jon tr...!t thl.-ru .,ould lx: no initiation 
fcc. "bout 150 to 200 Diners joined up th<.:ro and then. EdIJundson said 
that he ~ould get a contr~ct froo Elshof! or cell ~ strike of the ucn at 
lline "B". H·::: also told us te> go out to the llin_ the next d!'.~· end we 
could go to -.1Ork. I 9-i<1 ,;0 out tho next d~' end \/(;;nt riGht t·) work using 
the s·:: .• ~ chcel: nu._ber es when I lk ... d quit 5 months bcl'are. Thc next earn­
ing I redd in tho paper that Elshoff had signod a contr~ct the preceding 
night. Ther!; is no question in ~' mnd thct the whole procedure "as pre­
arr::necd betue'Jn the Unit3d I:ine iiorkcrs <:nd "'lshoff apd tIu>.t EdIJundson' II 
telk about callin~ a strik<.; w~s just so DIlch "hot air. .. -

"I voted to switch over to tho U.l:.~:. becnuse the: n. ... ~ )rity 
~d decided to go over and becnuse I ~as convinced I couldn t EO bnck to 
work es' a Prv!7cssi YO Dincr. If I bed try OIm free choice in tho oattor 
I 'W JUld still be a oeobl-r of tho fr )(;Tessi ve Kine "orkers because 'l'1;1 
vow VlJuld then menn s01.x:thin:. and the officers \Iould be responsive to 
the; rnnk and file ;,x;nbers which is not tru~ in the United Uioo "orkers • 

. "I hav" rend the within stntcocnt cvnsistin~ of f·.1ur and <l 

frueti~n pa~cs and it is all true." 

/sl 
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SIIZ. .Tntl!J L. Lr.---;jIS, F.'l' .:..L. 

a 
S or a reluctance to talk about union 

friendly, but he did not furnish much important 
information. commit himself as to hiB willingness to testifY. 
He said he has n~ criminal record. The following signed statement was optAinej, 

·Springfield, Ill. 
S"pt=ber 14, 1943. 

the follovlint;; V"l"~tary statement to~ 
I knOVl to be SlleC1o.1 bl:Onts of the ~ 

own freo will, with no throats or promises' 
made to me. 

"I was 
the United States 
was nsturalized be 

Id, 
was twenty-one. I am 11 vin!; 
am working at Mine}. I joined 

I entered 

WaS a member of that union until 1932, when I 
W",.J..",.. of' Ameriell. I am a member of the U.W.i'i. at the 

present time. 

"In 1932, the fact tho.t the union at ~ine A changed from U.M.W. 
to P.».A. made no difference to mo. I lI'llB 8o.tisfied to go with the mo.jority, 
~d ho.ve Beon no difference in the unions. Both unions have treated me all 
right, and I have no kick cominf; .lith either. -

"1 don't know who owns Mine A nOlI'. I don't know just when it 
YinS that Ryan sold tho mine. or who bous--ht it. It didn't mruoo @'1 differeXlDe 
to me that the ownership of the mine chcmged, for r felt tho.t IIliY work wa •. -: . 
sc.thfnctory, nnd I would be kept on, I don't remember hearing anyt~-- '; ~ 
about the possible opere-tion of IUne A through Mine B, or hearing anyth1D& 
Ilbout tho mine being workod only =der U.ll.W. lIo one asked me to join t~ 
U.Y.~. I didn't go to very many P.M.A. meetings, and don't ramember that 1 
ev~r nttendod nny at all in September ot 1941. I didn't hear any talk about 
n switch to the U.ll;;;. by the P.M.;'. local Ilt Uine A, and don't remember vo~ 
ing in any referendum to get the U.!.! ••• back c.t the mine. 

- 15157 -
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BE, JOHN L. IF.:i~lI. ET AL. 

INTERVIE::: . :ITH 

e!!I 
I didn't. I nlso henrd, from other men nround SprinS­
field. thnt if I wr.nted to go back to worle in the mine, 
I'd have to join U.M.';";. It made no difference to me. 
If the =jority of the men wanted to IIWing aver to 11.»."[;., 

it W!\S ,,·.1 c' ~·'lt ,lith mo', I'd be IInthfied under either union. I haft no 
prCf8rCl: ~c I 

I havc ~d ~no foregoing, consisting of approximately two pages, 
rC4d to ne, and stntc thnt it is true to tho best of DY knowledge. 

/s/ 

• 
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Re : JOIfl L. LEWIS. ET AL. 

Sel)tembllr 14, 1943 by Special Agents 
man understands English fairly 

a tie said he has no criminal record • 
. " to testify. that his first name'L--.. 

he always signs 'be,=al!Se he cannot wri~ 
furnished the following "~.=,,d statement. 

ment to 
Agents 

nUpringfield, Ill. 
September ll, 1943 

follo"fing Y('l~tary state-
o I know to be Special 

of my awn free will, 
with no threats or promises made to me. 

"1 am living at springfiellfljiiiid Ill., and 

and came to the United States in was 
-_._ •• < at Panther • was bo!'-i'n 

Sprinp.ficld in -. I joined the • • • in Spring­
:md was 11 melli:Jao""m'hat union until 1932, 17hen the 

working, S1I'U!lg over to P.lI.A. I worked 
when I quit and begar, working at 

Panther Creek. was of the switch from U.y.W. to P.lI.A., 
because I felt we had better conditions with that union. I always 
liked the r.~.~. better than the U.K.W. 

"In September of 1941 I saw a. notice in the paper that 
Elshoff had bought "ine .. from Ryan. I was sore about it because I 
liked th" way Ry<l!l ran :l mine, and because J. didn't want to work 
under a co~pany that ~d had all the trouble Elshoff had had at ~e B. 
At a. P.M.~. meeting, I heard that Elshoff might operate ijine ~ from 
l!ine B, and figured that this would put me out of a job unless I 
joined the U.ll.W. I also heard in a P.Y.A. meeting that Elshoft 
wouldn't open up Mint] .. unless it opened up U.)!.W. I d idn It like 
the idea, but had to do it, because I couldn't get a job :mywhere 
else at that time. 

"I we'nt to so~ of the regular P .ll.". meetings, but I don It 
re!!lCmber bc1r.g at any meeting where a special committee was apointed, 
or where such committee made any report. I attended a meeting or 
the t' ,I.I.A. one Sunday evening at the "'lks Club. I signed up with the 
U.}!.Ii. at that time. E.dmundson spoke at this meeting and said that 
when the mine joine d the U.)t. ii., the !line A would reopen. I don't 
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Re: JOIfl L. LEas, ET AL. 

... 
o 

know who led the meetir.g. No one rorced me 
to join the V.Y.... The entire local went. I 
felt I had to join to keep 'I!1Y job. 

'-'.'!,d:or Ryan, -.• hen th(O P .l.!.". had the union, there weren It 
any dods. <ter the V.M •• t. and Elshoff got in, there were many doCks, 
'lnd no expl::;l.1 tion for them. I qui t ~ne " because I didnlt get enough 
~ir down in the mine, and also because I was getting docked so mUch. 
1 didn't lik~ working there under the V.M.~. with the officers they bad. 

"I haVE had th" fONgoing, consisting of at-"ut two pages, read 
to lGe, and st:atc that it is true to the b(:st of my KIlC'l'TLtdgC. 



. ' . J. 

c • , o 

~ Springfield, 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIII Illinois was his residence on 

September 14. 1943 Special Agonts ___ 
vr.d ~ This individual 18 prosently el!lploye~ 
Cree~gi'ield, Illincis. which 1& a PllA mine. Be Olin read 
EnGlish, 1mB ccot>Crntive, and answered questions in a straight forward 
lIl&IlIler. He W!'oS under the 1IIlpression Eishoff would force l!1ne J.. employees 
to join Ul.ffi stating he know lUno B would not opon until Elsboff had signed 
Wi th Ulf,1. He executed the follcwinE written stntemont I 

to 
of 

WSpringfield, Illinois 
Scptecber 14. 1943 

the follCIWinG foluntnry stllternent 
whOlll I know tQlbc Specilll Acents 
U.S.Dep!'ortrnent of Justice. 

"I presently reside Sprinetield, 
Illinois. and I am • Springfield. as 

I WIlS born in I Ilrrivod in the U.S. 
the Pert of New zed at Sprincfield, Illinois 

The first mine Imion I jdnod we.s the United l!1ne iiorkera of 
referred to hereinafter es tho m.m. at the Pellboq l:ine 116. near. 

ShemM, Illin~is in Noveober.-, I 1'lrrkod in Hines in the S.>rinefiold 
e.re~ fr~ to 1935. . 

wen 1935 1 ste.rt()d working at lline A as a l:1ember 
of the . . Cf~er' refe d to hereinafter as the 
~. I worked at that Dine until I quit on that date as 
the rMthcr Croek Mine #5 WIlS closor to r:IY Ollle, and I started working 
there. ' 

·1 was werking at Peabody lJine f#57 at Springfield in 1932 when 
that mine went~. I ~~nt Illong with the IIlIljority and voluntarily joined 
toot union, to have steady work. I nevor had any trouble with any Imion. 
Uter I joined the alA I likod that union. 

WI heard toot Elshoff hE>d bought ~ine 4 through the newspapers. 
I also hoard a rutlor thnt the mine would open Imdor the m!iT. I thoul;ht 
I might lose my job if we did net sien up with the tIL ..... as l!ine B did not 
open until they sicned with the Ul~. I docided to GO with the cnjorit7. 
The mine undor the H:A =d liT. Rynn Wc.s oporatine 8C.tisfnotorily. 

-1 hec.rd rut10rs thllt Elshoff !:light operllte Uine A through ~ine 
B. or on the condition the J:lDn would join the m..~. I do not know the 
source of the rumors or wh.,ther they were true. It looked like Elahoft WIl8 

• 
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RE I JOHN L. Lml S, ET J.L. 

(Oine to force tho ciners to joill the w.r 11' they 
vranted to work. I decided to do what tho mr.jor1ty 
:lid n~cut this. 

"I cnly attended two mectin~s of the ~ hefere the miners at 
l.ine .. jvin,,(! the a:;j. Be th of theso mootings wero hol<! ill the au. Hall. 
nnel 1 s"w ,;. netic.> of the moetines on !l bulletin bOllrd nt the I".lA Hall •. 

"z think the i'rcsidc:nt cof the L"cnl nt l:1ne 1., ~ 
(phonetic) t()ok chl;.r:;o of tho first meeting. ...t this Ileet~ 
wc.a decided. There were argunents for nr.d e.c;e.inst (';c1n(; over te tho mr. •• 
There were no fiChts and e.s fnr as I know, no iii,fi; <.>rCWli&ol's Vlero present. 

"[.t the second ncetinc; I think the flGsi 10nt cf tho PL:A local 
was in cmrr::c. NothinG \IllS decided ut this m-.;otin&. There Wc.s n fiGht 
en the stuirwuv. 1 was in the hnll. Wlil :lid not 8"" it. They were both --- ~ -- - --- - '" -. ... 
P1:A !:len, IlS far es I kn..lW. I did not take an nctive pnrt in the t:leeting 
and I wc.s nut un any ccmr.ittoes. No mr.; members were thoro to my knowledge. 
No onc told me I hed to j0in the Ubi7. 

":r did not EO tc the Elks Club when they voted rer tho lI!:lll', 
but scmocno told 1!If) abeut it lotar. I knew thL t 8ince the m!il' won the 
vote, it would be necessary fer me to jcin the UL .. in order to go back te 
work. 

"On ___ I went to the UlIiV office and signed 
a membership cc.~ions at the l"lino undor the 1l!.fJ waS about 
tho 8=e as beferc the UlJ,i W~.3 thero. I quit on~c.nd went 
to the hmthcr Crook t:ine #5 !Uld jo·ined tho 11.:1., ~ to m;y 
horac. 

"1 hnve read IlDd I undorstanJ enr,ue;h Enelish so trot I 
stnnd ench of the thre~ paees of thi8 
it is th~ tr'J.th to the best cf my kn(tWlodco~ 
wus presont durinG the t~ this statemont was 
hns rend tho three pnEoS of this stateQont. 

{s} 

,ii tno BIle d I 

1>?"Cl.llJ. Agont, FBI. 
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Re I JOHN L. LIDIS, ET AL 

at 
the time of this rv 8eem to have a very good understanding 
of the situn.tion at lIine"A dur1~in question. He appeared to be 
an honest and reliable p6rson. ___ advised that he has no crtminal 
record. It is felt thnt he would be a willing but poor witness .hould hi. 
testimony be necessary. 

gave the following signed statement: 

"I have been WorK1n~ 

~ 
Sept. 16, 1943 

ve the following information to~ 
"'1<'WU to me to be Spec. Agents of ~ 

.0 to get me to give this information. 

yrs. and am still there as 
I came to the U. S 

for about 

"I joined tho P.M.A. in 1932 I was glad to do this and was always 
ploased with the Progressives. I heard from the other miners in 1941 that 
Elshoff had bought the Mine "A" and that if we wanted to go back to work 
we would have to go back to U.ll.... When we heard that Elshoff had bought 
l:ine "A" everyone was worried, when we had Bill Ryan it was nice working 
there. No one camo to my home to Bee me about going back to U.M.W. I heard 
that Elshoff might close lline "A" and take coal out through ~ine"B" the 
men were all talking about this. I didn't think this would be done -I-thought 
it was to expensive. I heard that if we all went back as U.M.W. Elshoff would 
open ~ine "A" otherwise he would not open it. I felt bad about this because 
I had worked there a long time and jobs were scarce. I felt I either had 
to go back to U.U.W. or be out of a job. I guess everybody felt like that. 

-I only went to one meeting around this time that was at Elks. I 
heard about some others but I didn't go. I heard from the other men that 
the meeting was to be held at the Elks. I think Edmundson was brought over 
to the meeting after we took the vote. All I heard was that if we went back 
U.M.W. the mine would open otherwise it wouldn't. I just v<ted along 
with the rest of th6m to go back to U.M.W. because otherwise we would ~ 
out of work, we had already been off about 6 months. I know Edmundson gave 
a talk and afterws.rds we _y have signed ,cards_ I am not sure about this. 
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Re: JOHN~. LEWIS, ET AL 

After the meeting at the Elks ClUb I returned home at 
once. The whole local went back to U~~W. as a group and 
I dont recall evor having signed anything. Conditions 
at themina were better under P~M.A. than they are now 

under U.~.r.. The dues are about the same. 

. "I have had Agent __ ead this 2 page statement to me 
not read english. This is ~e and correct and just as I have 
to the A~ents. I ~T. signing this of nT/ own free will. 

"?1itnesses: 

(signed), 
Special Agent. F .1., 
St. Paul, Uinn. 

signed) 
(Mil",. ) 

Springfield, Ill. 
Sept. 16, 1943" 

"Signed: ••• 
signed) 

- Z44 
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Rl: JOHN L. UWIS, ET AI. 

at his 
illinois on Septenber 15, 1943. 

( 

o 

have little u!1deretandill':; of the pertinent issues inVolved in this case. 
ap?earance '.S poor. He l:ould be r.illing to testify to the facts as set 
forth iJl the follO'f-d.ng signed st.at&~ent: 

"Springfield, nlinois 
September 15, 1943 

oake the follcming voluntary statement 
'Phom I \enCl\V to be Special Agents 

U.S. De?artrnent of Justice. 

a~I~:;'1r. I 'fias born ~~ 
un:LT,e,a States in" I .,,~~ 

I "as in """tI:'" Anuy. I lItarted 
and have 'ro rleed there continuously 

ever since. The first mine union I ever joined 'l'!as the United J{ine lorleers 
of America, r"ferred to hereinafter as the Ul.r; at the Peabody Kine, 'Which 
is nOl" !'line #59, at Springfield, ill. in iIIiiii I was r.orking at that 
mine in 1932 as a nenber of the lllJ;, rlJen~ nine closed on strike. The 
men voted for the Progress~ve Hine 1.orkers oi Aneriea, referntd to here­
inafter as the Pl!A, and 1 voted for the P!U 'pith the majority of the 
miners. This cine d~d not open, so I tlent OVer to lJine A and 'l"orked as a 
newer of the PJ:A. It did not make any difference to I!le T:hich union I 
belonged to .. just BO I could '·o!"k. Aftor I joined the PllA. I liked that 
union. 

"I first heard that ~.:lshofi had boueht J.!inc A in 1941 {ron the 
ne<:spapers and later, i.!r. ~an sent 00 a letter saying he had sold thi. 
mine. 1.hon I hoard thiS, it did not rual;e any difference to me \.110 owned 
the mine, or nho 'l'!as operating it. 

~ ,hen I ,"orked in l.!ine A under the PUA 1 was satisfied. No ODe 
contactod 00 about joining the W;. I did not att.end many unioo mooting •• 
I did not hear that Elshoff might operate Jline A throur::h lline B, or that be 
"'ould open it if the men joined the 1JUI. Even if this 'f'as true, it ",auld 
make no difference to me. I marl that if I domy work, I Fill get rq pq. 

"In SeptCl!lbcr, 1941, "'hen the niners at mine A Tere discussing 
joining the Ulf, I attcmded two meetings, one at the RIA Hall and ane 
at the Elks Club. I learned of the meetings thro1ll:h t.he nClPlIPapera. 
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"At the Llcet1ng at the PI.:A Hall, t.he President ot 
PItA local at r.une A presided. I did not understand 
what happened as it Tas hard for me to understand the 

FJ)glish T'hile t.he~ were all talldng at the meeting. There were no fights 
and I dJ.d n~';, see any ll:1, nen there. I do not know 'l"ho u:ade t.alks. I was 
not on an" cur,nittees. 

"At the Elks Club Sleeting, __ (phonetic), presided. 
There "ere no tr.r., men present. There T'as not much discussion and ,..e all 
voted to join the UBt. After we decided to join the tnl" we sent for 
Edmundson of tnt, and he made a short talk. I do n~t kn(;'! "hat he said. 
r:e were all Biven UU', cards to fill out, and I joined the lH. AS far 8.11 

I knar; orU.v P::A nen "ere present when we voted to join the W. I wanted 
to join the UT because l.t is bigo;er and st::-onJer than the P1:A. No one 
talked to IJe to !:et ne to join the t"J • 

"The conditions at ::ine A are just the same for me nar. as 
they ""ere under the RiA. 

"I h[;ve carefully read and fully understand the tTIO and one 
quarter pB.{;es of this staten.:nt, and it is all true to the beat of 'tJq 

knar:lec!ge. 

(Signed) 

.r. 

.B. I. n 
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e;. conditions remain 
the same and it made little difference to hi.m 1bo 
had bargaining rir.hts. He stated he believed mile A would open when 
Kl~hoff signod 1Ii th llli'. He had therefore propared to join prior to any 
meetings. He executed thCl following ~;ritten statement: 

flSprinr.~:"eld, illinois 
soptOllloorl. 14, 1943. 

====_",1, fol~orin.g st.atCl!lent to-" 
_ I l:no'" ~o be SpoCl!Ll. AGent.s 01 tonc -
~ Bureau U.S. Department of Justice. This 
statement is buing giv;)n voluntarily be me and no threats or promises have 
beon rmde to induce. mo to =ke this stntc:1c.nt. 

"I first joined the United lline ,;orkers of .A/l!orict>., . 
hcrcinnftcr as the W'" about ___ nlinois, at the 
__ I ""orkod in co~ Springfield ::>rca 
~hQ UH.. In 1932, I l!cnt tv Mine /l. The PlfA had the 
g~,ining ri~hts, so I joined th.~t union. I am nar :rcfllrring to the Pro­
gressive !.line \.orkcrs of ;,r,lC'ri,,,,, rc;iorrcd to hcrclinafter as tho M. I 
T;orked in W-ne A until Dccc:nbcr, 1941. 

"Bafore eoin,g to '10 r!, at Ul,!!() I.; I'I7orkod 1).1. the Jefferson Mine. 
Springfield. nlinois as a lJ~cr of the mfi. 'l'lc Jefferson mine closed 
down for fin;:neinl reasons, BO I "'ent out to !.line J.. I voluntarily joinod 
the Plj" at Mine I.. It did not mnkc OJry difference to me wbich union had 
tho bargaining rir;hts. I .. as on enginoer and tho ..,orkin:; conditions undol" 
oithor union ";ere the sumo. 

"I first b"mcd Klshof!, had purchased lIinv A, through the nClV<S­

papers. I did not Toelcone tho ch;l1Igo as I was satisfiod, and I did not 
mw. hm: SecUre my job ~~3 Or ,\;hfit ell.nllgos "'-auld. bo m~dc. Tho labor con~ 
ditionB under the PUt. and l.Ir. ~1l1I, the oporator 'rore good and tho mon 
'Wero ,.,ell Bnti3fiod as far [IS I could duton:d!nD. I ~:as not a;wroaehed 
by nnyon() to join th" mr;. 
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1l!: JOIDI L. LEJ/ IS,ET AI.. 

"I heard a rutlOT, source not knorm, that Elsbott 
might operate lune li. through !line B. I did not 
think this 'lfas possib1c as Kine B could not handle 
'that vo1umn of coal 8S it had all it could handle 

already ';il1":ugh the I!in~ B Tipple. 

"It "'ae tdk at the trine thnt m.shof!, would open lIille A on tbe 
condi tion th.~t the miners T!oulcl j Dill the un:. I thought this 'Was 
possibly truc, knm:ing That h.1d happened at !!ine E. Elshoff opened 
!.!ine B after the un, got bnreClinine riGhts. Therofore, r thonght I had 
better join tho U;;, to keep JItl" job. I ""<,,de up r:r:r n".r:tl. to do this before 
any m0eting. It "lade no diffor"nce to l11e Ttlich wliol. :lLcd th: contract 
~th the op~r~tors of Uinc A. 

"I ,;ant to t1'o wlion Llc·:tin&s durinG th" ti1'l~ of th" discussions 
conccrning !!in,; ;. cmplo:r~e:G joinuig th" t~!',. One "as nt the 1".1f. &111 
end the othc:r n:s held t,t the Elks Club, Sprinrfie1d. Some FIJI member 
prusidcd t!t th0 m.]ctir.;; T'hich res held t!t +,he flJ!. H:lll. I do not rocill 
hem I got notice: of this mel,tir,g. They di,['cu5&ed Tlhether tho miners' 
.:lhould join the U!;:/O Some miners \'Canted to and others did not. There 
l"1()rC no throats or fights but they nrr,uc.c! about the mnttor. I Wes not 
elected or r:ppointc<:i to any cOLl1'li t teo. There nero no U!i1 oXI;onizerB 
pre'sent to r:ry knor:1edge. I elsa "'ent to the mectinr: h,;ld at the Slks 
Club on SUDtiny, in Scpt.::mbcr, 1941. I cia not r.:mUlllber har. I got notice 
of this lleeti!lg. I do not knOl' Ttl 0 presided !:'t this moeting. Thoro 
Tns procticr:1ly no discusSiOll, and the vote Tas token by a stnnding vote pnd 
all I S11l", votod in frvor of U!r. No on~ influcmcod my vote. Before this 
vote, I do not recllll thet th·3rc r~re nny U1~: orgrll'lizers present. 

"l.fter this vote, thv P;:'~ members asked R'~' Jl)jmundson of the m.r: 
to come over to trke th<..'T.l in :w ,~ local of th.;: u:r. SjnundsOll crono ovor 
1fi th one or tvo mGn I did not knar~. He made n short speech s¢ng Elshot1': 
rould Ope'll lIino J,. in n short tiLl';, dnte not rccnllod. 1 do not rec~l 
anything elso that might h::vc ik ... ppenoo. nt th;,.t >:Iecting. 

"r start ... >d T.orking :It lline :_ as soon ns it opcnoo but only T1J rlcod 
about throe raonthe t/hich Y':tD nbout l)cccuber, 1941, <:nd then I quit. 
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Re: JOHN L. LEl'.'IS, ET At 

by Special Agents 
He stated it made no difference to bim 
co"ditio-.s "Ier~ better under RYAN. and tbat he did not attend any of the' 
meetbgs 0:' "'~', because he was too old for that sort of thing. He bad 
nothing of ,al",e to contribute to this in'quiry, but executed the following 
statement: 

"I Tlas born 
United States citizen 
~ngfield, 
___ I live 

-Illinois 
~er 17, 1943 

following voluntar:,· st&.teUllnt to 
'Whom I know to be S,.ecl.al Agents of the 

S. :lepartment of Jus tice. 

anO Dccame a natura11ied 
I am presently employed 
continuously since 

Illinois. 

"I started working at Mine A as a member of the Progressive Hine 
Workers of America, 'Which will be referred to hereinafter, as the~. I 
liked this union, but it made no difforence to me wben r cbanged ~er to 
the United ~ine ~orkers of America, which will be referred to hereinafter 
as the U1.!W. 

"1 heard no rumors or talk about the mine not opening unles8 the 
miners joined mr;; or th!it the '!line 'Would be oper.>. ted througb mine B. 

-I liked Mr. Ryan better th~n Elshoff as tbe mine operator because 
working conditions at the mine 'Were better under Ryan. 

-I thought I 'Would have to join the ~'Vi when Elshofr bought the 
mine because Mine B was operating under the UYW. 

• -I attended none of the meetings in the Fall of 1941 whioh were 
ealle4 by the ~,~ to decide what union to work under. I was too old tor 
that lort ot thing. 

"The only reBson I signed with the uwr. was beoause I wanted to work 
and not because I liked the UMN. 

"No one eVer contacted me to got me to join the UMn. 
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Re : JOHN L. LE'll'IS. ET AL 

• 

-I was satisfied to work under the PYA and 1 liked that 
-union better than the tJ)Iii • 

.... 1 TI-'ESSED: 

(Signed) 
A~""1"., F.B.I. 

~(signed) 
~.B.l." 
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." - L. !J<IS, '" AL. l 

tL"'1 int€lli~€nce a.bove tl"'t.at of the average rd1"!er~ He gave 1.n!ormat1on Thich 
is set forth in the follOl--ing signed statement. 

lilt' 
statenent to 
identified th-:;';'~ 

"Springfield, Ill. 
Septeober 9, 1941. 

follOl"'1ng 
vbo have 

Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. lia pronUese, threats, 01" consideration of 
8Ily kind has been Dade to 1M! to make this statenent. I aLl ,..,filing, it 
necessar;,"00 go to court and repeat an7 part of this statement. 

"I started t" , on; 
of the 
1932, and 
}'\'!:; of A, • 
the men at lili1e A DOB tl", 
had lorl<ed at 

• I had been sick, and 
since 1935, but ~ stvyed active in the local, 

I Sill' tho !len quite frequently around torn, 
\;ended all the tlOOtings •. 

"DurinG the S\lI.lIDor of 1941, the IJine T:aS closed, liS it· , 
nl8\lnl17 ""<lS. Then: r.ns no dilscuss:;.on anonG the nan about iiiiY-aisatis­
faction ,-:j th the op'll"ntion of the local or of changing over to the W',. 
Suddenl7, an announcOIJent ca!"le out ).fl the paper that ELshoff ,,"as going 
to run ;!l.ne I.. Ri.~t a'D;! thero "'as talk mnong the Lien about changing. 
lhcro "as JJ. ueetillg of the local about tT'o nights aftor the annoUllCCI!IImt.. 
I do not recall exnctl7 'hat imppenod that ni~ht, because I '\"Tas pretty­
busy filling out exoneration papers, etc., for non that cannot read or 
T'ntl! 110 ,·all. :'nere was 8. lot of confusion that nieht. NO one knar 
,hAt rAS going to happen. I do not i:n0l'l 111at Tras said from the floor. 
but I did heRr I'I1lny Den talkinr, in private cOllversations Rbout the possibility 
of taking the coel out of '!inc A through j·line B, T'hich Elshoff ran, and 
not open Jline So. Rt all. That rould hllVO been possible, and the nen kner' that, 
'becauso th~5C t' .. ·o minos Y~cro joined ;uHi usod the S8J'lC Q3capo~ There 'rd 
also talk that if the nOll joined tho tnr' that tho mine l'ould bo reopened. 
:i: do not l:nor'rlTthoy thought thllt it "auld open if it "'as tn., but that 
rRS "hilt everyone thought. I think the moo '\"Tho fBvorGd the OI{; rerG passing 
that 'f'ord around, The nan !mer that liillO B 1"8S till: Md thfl mon ranted to 
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~: JOHll L. ~IS, ET AL. 

to "ork, and figured that Klllho!! l1ou1d probab17 
operate r.li.ne 1 through ltine B. The lJEIl thought 

" that Elsno!! "'as favoring the M. That 1"&11 
the general opinion, IUld that "'all Pl'Obab17 the 

reason thllt tho:' thou;!ht that Jo-:1shoff '"'ould not operate ~tino A '!'lith P'J: men. 

"At the first meotinr, not J:1uch happcmod. nothing '""as decided, be-
c~use no one kn~' JJuch about little later there 
~ es a:1other Dcetinr,. That niGht, sOCIe of the other 
rlcn nll1t od to vote ncht there in jOininG the lJ.r .• 
Sone of tho T.lCll frOM other pJ.l. locals Tlere there and ,""ould not lot th8l!l take 
such a vote in the ~,hall. Th~J elected h :o~ttee tc ~o end ~cc ~sho!f 

to do. ""'rs on thnt cClomttec. I think 
on thnt~tce, b'olt 1. do not ra!lElrlber exactly 

Yes done, bCBidc~ JOoro talk 11I:10ng tho men about 
tU(; poss~bility of mnine ;.:illC J.. through mine B. 

""he conni tte3 ncvsr rcport')d to the locl\l ar,ain, becauso the next 
Dcdinr, ~ D.S held at c:l. ther the; "'lks or tho K r-f C, and I did not go to that 
mceting. I do not !mar ~ that Iloeting "'as callod. 

"hItcr thot moeting tile local had n far other meetings. It ill 
still in opcratl.on, and has lIbout 30 noobers, !Jen, rho did not go bacJc to mno 
i. and ,. ork under the United l:ine ~;orkers. 

"There T'as nover nny Violence that I knO' of caused by the Prr: 
1.0 keepillg the loon in tho PlJ lit Line j. Th() J·lon there rore all pretty roll 
sahsfied n. til the locnl Illld the ~~ untl.l !'.:tahor! started operating the mine, 
F!ld then they all ch.ll1gcd, because thoy "'nnted to ~orl<:, nnd "ere Ilfraid thnt' they 
could not "ork "'ithout jowi.nc the- un. J.t loast thnt is the ray it appeared 
to me. 

"I hnvc re d the above SU:1tOfllCnt on this par,e and t:t:o other page!. 
it is all true and-accurate. 

/s/ 

/5/ 

i.r,cnt FBI 
F.B.I.w 
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Rei JOHN L. LEWIS, ET At 

a crimi"lal 
poor ~l. -:.ne ~ 5 e.s 

_urnished tho following signed stateoontl 

Voluntary ,.t.:,~·.",", 

be Special ~nts of the 
or promises h...,ve been made 
I may s"-y may be us:,d in a 

"1 was born 
U.S. in_ bccc.me a 
field, m:-

_nl., 
~ 13, 1943 

nl. mo.k~ ti'c foEowing 
and ............. \,ham I know to 

of In~o forco, threats 
in obtaini'lg this etfl·"o.acmt. and I Icnowthat what· 
court of law. 

ommigrated to the 

U.S. in"" Spring-

"I vms ElIIlployed at Kine "A" in about 1939 and I !lDI/st111 
employed !',t IAinc "A" as e driver. / 

nl bccnmc a member of Viiii' 
to t.he U.S. in _ I ch..'lllged from 
votes cast conce~ng a cut in the wage scnle. 

-, 

tnlI'i stole the 

ttl thought F'!;iA Tins Po good u.nion boi!l-B: operatod for its 
JOOmbcrs but it made no difference to DC, lIDllther I 'm.s a member of PW. 
or UlE. I took no activo pert in union c.ctivities. I did not o.ttcnd 
union 1J,::"tings and I have never held office in any W1ion. 

"In about J,ugust 1941 I heard sooc: of the miners talking about 
Mine "An being purchl\scd by BIshoff. This =s the first I kncm of the 
sale of Hin.:) ",!." to Elshoff. I felt at the tille I heard Elshoff bought lIine 
"A" that Hine .An 1'lOuld bccOClC c.n UUW mine rather than e FI.:J. nine as 
llinc iiBii I 'Which was operated oy !lshofr 'ffUiii un OIN( ClirlO. It made no 
difference to me whether ltine "A" changed frciii F!.!A to UMW or not. 

"Up until Elshoff purchased Mine WAil in August 1941 the 
emplc;,"8€s at !!ine "A" Were satisfied with P!!A~ 

WI was never approached by UUW organizers. 

"I did not hear any rumors tbnt.Jl1ne -An could be operated 
though Mine -B". 
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He I JOHN L. LEWIS, l:l' JIL 

II1I'ERVTh'W WITH ... through )line "B" • 

"I did not hear any rumors that Elshoff would only 
operate lline "An if it changed to UUW. 

resides 1n Spr1ngfield informed me that be 
heard a m~et held at the Elks Club to decide somet~~~ a~~ 
Hine h~n. No one told me the reason the meeting ~as to belbol! at the 
Elks Club in Sept. 1941. 

"I did not receive notice of ;my other me('tings. I reside 
a long distance from Springfield, therefore,-I took no interest in any 
meetings. 

"Some of the miners infomed Me after the meeting at the 
Elks Club, that the local PUA decided to Join UMw. 

"I returned to i.ij.ne "A" e,bout a lroek after Nine "A" opened 
in Sept. 19L..1 at which time I jo:ined U),;W in order to go to work. 

-I do not see any difference between n:A and mm, conditions 
at IoIinc "An subsequent to Sept. 11)1.1 hlive been the same under llllW as the7 
were under FIlA prior to that t:mc. 

"I have had this statement consisting of three pages read 
to me and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

cial Agent F.B.I. 
ci~l Agent, F.B.I.ft 
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REI J()HN L. LEIns. ET ,.I.. 

14, 1943 by Speoial Agents 
stated he did not hnve 0. orunl~.~ 

~g11Bh T.0~' l;nd would mnku 
signod stu"em~t to agents. 

"I , 

o 

"Springfield. Ill., 
September 14, 1943. 

Ill. muko the 
IIiiiiI6Iiiiiii whan I know to be Speoinl • ..gonts 
~onc No foroo, thrOo.ts or ;:'('lXliBOa ho.vo been co.de in 

obtaining this stutcnent und I kno" that wh/lt I r.u::y ao.y lnUy be ·usod in 
0. oourt of lo.w, 

rI 1mB born 
U.S. in _ beoOl!\e 0. 

Ill. 

ocr:dgrn 
U.S, in 

"I beo"no 0. I:lcmber o~ in J.uburn. Ill. in ~ o.nd 'I 
romo.inod 0. cenber 0.1' ml Wltil_ut whioh tiI:le I join~~. o.s lUT 
~nted to out the wugo 800.1e. 

"I thought PL\I, ""'s G good union being opero.ted for itll 
mcnbcrs. 

"In Sept. 1941 I road in the nowsp"por that EI.8HCFF 
bought Hine "". froc RY,JI, I thought nt thE.t tine thut Mine ...... 
would ohunge to au o.s I did not think ElSHOFF would eporo.te !!inc "B" 
0.& tI!l7 tmd Mine .. liS PUI •• 

"Prior to. the tice ELSH0FF bought lIins ".i." the enpleyooa 
o.t tho mine werc sutisfiod with ~. 

"No 1ll!-1 organizers I1ttor.lpted to got riC to join Ulil l4f'tol' 

ELSHOFF bought Mine "., •• 

·1 hel1rd 11 rUDor o.mang the ocp1oyecII of lIine il. tha.t it WIll 

,;)ossiblo for Mino " .. " to be operated throUgh Minc "B" lind ElSHCFF would 
o"ero.te l!ine ",." throut;h Hino "a" if the onp1oyces of 111no "J,. did not 
join lllfil. l7hCln I hel1rd tlnt lfino " •• " oould be oporo.tod tbrough 
Hino "BII'I did not deoidod to join tnl but dooidod to _it o.nd see 
whllt happenod. 



o 
REI JOlIN L. U;lIS. 1rT ,.t. 

tI ... raw duys o.tter ELSHOFF bought !11m> •••• 
in Sopt. 1941 0. Bpcai0.1 coatinG of PHI .. o.t Bit. 
hall WUs hold, nothing 'llUB deaided l.t this 
tlooting and it _8 not knawn whl:4t would t<Uce 

_,;>1<:00 in the oporntion of !!ina tI ... " • 

• ~ .. few -d"ys attar tho first !:looting, 0. 8peoinl noet1nt;. 
_5 held at Pl.li .. hull nt whioh timo n Q<rlnittoo _8 o.ppointod to 800 

ELSHOFF to find out if Hine "; .. " _. to bo put into opornt1on. Tho 
oarnnittoo oould not looate ELSHOFF. 

"I onnnot rot.lot.lbor who was in chnrge of the nbovo nootinr;ll. 

" .. few days attor the 800 and neotinr;, t;. nooting lICS ot..llod o.t 
kodnQn ~ll by Bonoona. I did not o."oond ~B no~hirb took plnao of 
interost c..t the first two Meotings. I do not know whl:>t teok plo.ao o.t 
this neoting. 

"" fourth Mootin; wo.s ao.ll~"t tho Elka CIIJ;) 
on " Sund::.y in Sopt. 1941. J~ woll 0.8 ~ ~do 11 stntOUIant 
bofore " vete wus t"kon to S80 if thos" Ilttondinr; ;ro.nted to ahtUlI;o floan • 
Fl.!'. to 1llfl. I votod fer 1llU o.s I wnntod to gu to w<'rk o.t lline "i." IUld 
I did not think the tlino would o;:>cn if 11'0 did not join 1lll'ir. but no one 
"".de n stntonont Ilt the tlcotinl; th::.t tho nino would not opon if tho 
omployaos did not join Ull.1. ElllUllil3C1, of llI\{ nndo a tnlk Ilt this 
mooting L£ter the v~to ~JS tukcn. I did not hear h1t1. I jainod ~I 
that d",y und wont haao. I diG n~t go to the 111\1 buildinc uttor'tho 
rncoting. __ 'IIls 1n omrgc of this tlootin{;. . 

"I know of u11 tho "bc"Vo J!18etin,~s loS I spent 0 good !'D.rt of 
J!1y tine "t tho Pi.II. hall us I 1I:l8 nvt w"rlcin.:; ot the tine. 

"Conditions r.t lUno ....... have boon tho sll11e undor lUI os they 
were under l'W •• 

"I joine" 1111 to koe? ny job c.t nino " ..... , but I prefer 
Fiu.. over au. 

til hP-vo been Or.lployod c.t llino ",," sinoe o.bout 1932 [;.s n dig{;Or 
o.nd I Or> o.t the present title employed at l!ine j,. 

"I hav~ lxld this stntom<.'t1t aonsisting of tour P'f os, 
und it is truo and oorroot to the bost of ny kn~Tlodgo. 

H1 tnonad,-

Spooial Agent-F.B.I. 
"'Sent, F.B.I.· 
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RE. JOBB L. Ir.;IS, IT AL • 

-Springfield, Ill. 
September 15 j 194;5 = 

who have made themselves 
~~'A" of Investigation. 

• 
'\ 

..,
IU. do 

and 
Agen 8 0 

"I was and em~d to U.B. 

~c ;~::: arUUD<1 ,","'!V,W", • in.,.,,A I a~t:;;:~dt"i-'_c'-r.k.'.; 
I have never held =y office in any union. presentMemP10yed at 
Hine ~ as extra shot tirer. I started out at Uine A in I joined PUA 
in 1932 and changod back to tI.r'iA when lIr. Elshoff bough llle 4 in 1941. I 
don 't see any difference in either union, both of them have been the a_ 
to me. 

"I learned about the sale of Kine A by lir. Ryan to 1Ir. El.hof't 
1'rcm the newsp!lper. I was surprised IUld thought I 1ft>uld lo.e J1fi! ;'ob or at 
least have trouble about chcnGing unions. I heard that if we didn't go back 
tc utr.~ Mr. Elsho!! was going to close lIine A and hoist coal through Uine 
B. This was the talk between mners. 110 organizers came to see me to tl'J 
e.nd eet me to chanbe ,unions. I crune to the conclusion that if I didn't 
join Ut..r.L~ t}\Rt I would lose my j?D Imd beiOb • yOft.l"B old I CQy.ldn't get 
a job anyYlhore else. 

"I attended a oollplo of meetings at PJ.1A headguo.rtera and one at 
Redman I s Hall whore the 81>.1e of 1Iine A and whD.t we were gcill{; to do wo.a 
discussed. Some men were for tIIr""..A &.nd BOI:IC for RIJ.. I don 't recall who 
was in charge o! the meet inc know about arry COlllll1ttiea be1n& 
chosen to talk to lir. Ehhof I the one who gotliiB to Co 
to the meetings. I dido 't at the Elks Club and lIr. 
Edmondion never spoke a.t &.aiy or tho liiOat1iibS tl'-iAt I was at. I jo1.n6d ~ 
at the United lIine ,iorkora B-lc!t& _a~ong with a lot of ether minera. r.nd .... nt 

\ 

-- --~-_~-"'=-_- ~_- --~~-~~~~~?-~-~~~~~~~~"Y~~:£,.~~~~~~~ - ~-=----~~~~- -:::- Co- -_ -______ _ 
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Re. Jom; L. u:.ns, ET AL. 

;".i tne.ssed I 

This page and one-half of statements voluntarily made 
by me is true and correct. 

/s/ 

• 
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He : JCi!N L. IZil'!S, ET AL 

home by ~l-"'''-''' 
--"n .ember 14, 1943. 
~. is able to spea 
make a good Governmen witness as he favors 

_ furni .shed the following signed statement: 

"Springfield, nl.' 
Septenber 14, 1943. 

voluntary state~e~t to 
know to be Srxcial Agents 
force threats or promises have ~en made in ob­

tainin~ this .statcm~nt an~ I know that what I may say may be used in a 
court of law. 

II I ':1a s born in 
played at th~ present 

I an: unem-

"I b'lca!:l6 a memoor of U!;:i about_ in Springfield, Ill. 
and remainad a mcmbcrof U~ until 1932 at ~time I bcca~ a 
member of PJ.!A. I oocanc a member of P"MA because my local tr.m" union 
changod to ?MA. I did not want to chango to PYA and only made the 
chang~ occause majority of th:; miners ,:ishGd to change to P1!A. 

HI have never t~k~n an active rart in any union activities 
and mver held office. 

"I liked Pl.!A as 2. mion and I can say noth!..ng against PliA, 
but ! al~·,'J.vs n~~.f,.r0n UtJ!i as I did not v:ish but ona union. .. c· ---- - ----- --

"I r·,ad in the nEmspa;:>cr in about Sept. 1941 that Elshoff 
bought Mine "A". I did not think at that time th('r(l would be any 
chnngC! in the operation of ::in:; ".;". 

1150 far as I kncr.. tho ~mployc:es .::t llin", "An were satisfi!)d 
"ith PMA at Mine. "A" prior to the time. Elshoff bought th~ mino •. 

"tJo UU-: organizers asked :ne to join Ulr? aft.cr Elsnorf 
bought the mine. 

"Iooard th3t it "as poss1 bIc for !.!im "A" to be oporated 
throug!1 Mine "B" and th3t ;Jir.e "A" "ould not be o!>"nJd unless the 
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Re: JOHN L. lEIns, ET AL 

employees became members of O'w7 •• Ckl hearing 
the rumor I did not decide to become a member 
of Ul.r.7, but decided to wait to see what 
majority of the miners did. 

"I did not att~nd any P!4A meetings between the time Elshoff 
boufht Yine A ilnd a (!leeting I attended at tho Elks Club in Sept. 1941. 
I do not \enow if I r~ceived notice of any meztinr:s other than the;; 
meeting at the Elks Club or not. Someone told m~ that there was going 
to be a !!lectin!! at the Elks Club on il Sunday in SeDt. 1941 to decide if 
nnc "A" should bcconc G.!2 1]' .. -;; mine. I attc;ded this meeting. _ 

.-. "3S in C:1ilrrc. of the t:lCoting. As well as I rens!'lber =E:;:d:;;",c::o:;'~'::':;F 
~.'~ rr:;dc :3. statement prior to the time a vote "lS taken, that lane 

"All "muld not o:x:r:ltd UJ.""11t.ss th2 employe<...s boc::.~~ mc:noors of IDlW. I 
co not r'cMom:O.:r <:n:'oo ... 1sG sp.c·uking. ;,. voto ';25 t~k<'n and 'lll present 
voted to join 1J1~'c. So f::r c.s I kllow only emploY2cs of Min\) "An were 
present ,t the ne:tinr, ~nd thore ,ter: no UM'" org~nizers. I joined UlIW 
th~t d~y at the Elks Club. I did not go to the U'.!7 ~ildin[ after the 
me '3 t L'1g .. 

"I ",,5 emplOY-3d at j{in~ ";',, ~s a digc:er in ."nd stopped 
working 'It llin~ "A" in Oct. 1942 l:>o'C}USo of my h:~th. 

"So f3.r 3S I knO',' th: concitions at lune "A" Vlcr.:: the same 
under UJl'V as und(or P!.iA. I SeC no differancc in the unions. 

"I n~v: h1d thi3 st,~kmGnt consistinE of thrJc l"'gcs read 
to me and it is tru.: und ccrr\ ... ct to tht. best of oy knO";ilcdsc. 

Wi tne ssed: (Signud) 

- - ------_._--------. 

Speci2.1 A:;~nt F .B.!. 
pvci,"l 1,;;unt, F.B.I." 
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RJ: JOHN L. LJlJIS, Er AL 

and understands 
for the info~~tion 

has ncrver belm arrested. 

o 

became a U.S. in 
and ,auld make a 
offer. He advised he 

executed the foll~g signed statement: 

"Sprin;;field, nl. 
sept. 15, 1.943 

nI, 
follOl"inl; VO.1.W:n."rv 

I knoY,· to be Special Ap,ents of 
it ... :ithout fear of threat force or pI'ODise of any kind. 

er.1ployed as - "I first started 1iorkin~ in mines in the U. S. in about" 
I then beeal,le a member of the United lline Y,orkers of Arlerica union. I 
started to "ork in I-il.ne "I." Spnngfield, in about" 

"In 1932 I joined the Pro"ressive !!ine I,orkers of Arlerica Union. 
I joined P1:t. because I did not like ,"hat UI~, lias tryinG to pull, like John 
L. Lev'is stcalin~ the ballot bo:>;. 

"I T'as satJ.sfied l'forkinG under PMA at )(ine "A". I thoug~P!.lA was 
an honest union. 

"In about Sept. of 1941 I read that P!lshoff had bought lfine "A" 
from IVan. I felt that this ?ias just a deal to get us to join W', at 
Hine ".1". I felt and thouGht that :t:lshoff "ould only operate ltine "A" 
under UI·J., I felt if I .. 'anted to keep TTY job at Mine "A" I would have 
to join W. 

"I heard that Elshoff eight pull coal from lline "A" thru lfine 
nIl" if 1"'e T,ould not go UlJ. lIo one fron m.:;: or the cOt:lpany told me I had 
to join lIU', but I felt if I T'anted to go to l:ork I 1"'ould have to join. 
UlI,. All the talk among the Pii.A flen T'as the srune. 
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~: JOHN L. L~rS, ET A1 

.~1.:l_2ITH "I rerJEmber attending two PMA meetings held right after 
~ Elshoff bou;:ht the lj~ne "A". There Y'as a lot of arguing 

at these meetinGs. I l'elileI:lber a committee was appointed 
to see Elshoff to see if he "ould operate .. the nen ... ent UJ.{;. r.e had 
heard Elshoff had said he "auld not operate under P1:A. The corrittee later 
reported that after tal1.:illG veith Falcetti, y'ho was supposed to have talked 

.... ~+).., .. .., ... ).,,..I'~ +'h"" ... r ""' ... .4 hon_. +':"''',4 +h ... +'-if' +hO 1"1..1:> ..... 'M' ..... ",~ 'r ..... +O +,... ~"... '.T~ l . .l,.\"1J ;~~~!UJ.J., _"'~'TW.1 "&Go"" uvv.", '"'u ..... ¥ ""~.lg. ............ , ......... ,.;;; ••• ' ................. .., ............ fiI .... ~, 

!!J.shoff ,'could op.:?n1'.:i,ne <'A". r did not attend a neeting at the Elk's Club 
but the next day I heard there had been one and that the !!len had voted to 
go U:~.. About 11 "eel: later I "ent dOl'n to UlJ and signed up v;ith them. I 
joined Ult. to keep '"Y job, but I •. ould rc:ther have stayed r.ith P1lA, because 
I "as satisfied ''ith it. I.e I'el.:cnbered the trouble there had been at ~e 
"Il" and ''''e did not ~·ar.t that. 

"I stoppeJ ":orkinp, at r!~ne "]," Aug. 19, 1942, because I '"'anted 
to get out of the ~1ines. I diu not like "orking at Hine "A" under UIl .• 
They kept guards around the nine to keep !!len quiet and it tlade us feel 
lil:e crininals to be; guarded. I "ould prefer to have v,orked under P!!A 
and only changed because I felt I had to, to keep my job. 

"This statement of thro'J pages has been r<:ad to De and it is true 
and correct to the best of rr,y kncmledge. 

(Signed) 
\ itness-

Ar.;cnt, V.D.I. 
Special Agent F.B.I." 
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REI JOHN L. LElTIS, E1' AL. 

: ••• ,;: I'; ,s d at , 

55 as it was obvious 
telling the truth. 

17. 1943 by Speoial Agents 
stated he did not ~VB .. 

understand English but would 
fran the infomation furnished 

"furnished the following statement. 

"I, 
~o 
__ • knOl'l to bo Speoiul 

"Springfield. Ill •• 
September 17. 1943. 

of Investig~tion, no foroo, thronts or promisos have bean mudo in 
obtnining this sto.tomant o.nd I know that whut I /1II.<y say l"Itly bo usod in 
0. oourt of lc.w. 

"I wr..s born in --. ommigrnted to the UOS. 
~nd I bco~me ~ na~ the U. S. in nbout 

"I "",,8 employed Ll.t 14ine "j." in Ll.bout .,_nd I LIIl ernployod 
o.t Mine "A" o.t tho prosont time o.s ~ diggor. 

"I bcotl!!lc '"' mCl'lber of Thi'.1 in'" Springfield, Ill •• nn(! I 
remcinod to mambor until 1932 c.t which t~ bUOW1C n nonbor of PWo.. 
booc- usc my 1ooc.l U..lH union oh:.tnged to Pill. for SQ'lO unknown ronson, ·1 
took no c.otivc pnrt in union aotivi ties Lilld it did not ~-ko o.ny 
differenoe to me whothor I w.is n nenber of UU'.1 or PW... 

"In Sept. 1941 I hec.rd the whistlo ut lline "J." blow for .,ork. 
I went to work "nd sawona told no that ElSHJFF bought llino"J..· t.nd if I 
wanted to work I hI,d to join !lH', as lline "j," we 11 ll!!I1 nino. I joined 
UL~ thc.t dc.y so I oould go to work und I did not &Bk o.~ queations. 

"I did not Imvw whon ELSEOFF' bought Mine "1.". nor did I 
know of o.!ly ncotings boing hold 0.1' tor ELSHOFF' brught Mino "1.· '1;0 

ohnngo f'rcn NT to arl. I onn furnish no InfolTlD-tion us to whut wont 
an botv/oon tho tina 3LSHOFF bought Mino "1." nod whon I jOinod UoM.,I. 
in Sept. 1941. 

"Conditions nt Kine ",\." nrc 'l;ho 8UOO undor ll!ID n8 thoy vora 
under PMi~. 
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"Ii tno •• od. 

... 

"1 b:-vo ho.d this sto tCr.lont 0 ons 1 st1.ng 
of two pc.p;os road to no LInd it is true und 00 .... 
roct to tho bast of ny knowlodgo. 

Spooiecl ',€;C:lt - F .B.l. 
io1 i.gont, F.B.I." 
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JaHN L. W'1S, ET AL 

ed by Specic.l I.gents-. 
in the Springfield F~ 

ant to discuss o.rsy phase 
celled to hie attention thst he 

h<;d been beet en et tho Progressive Hnll would he mention it. lie insisted 
tr.=t :rae did not know tP..e identity of his attuckers. Be aenied being 
cpuroached ~ anyone tl"'Jing to influenoe his aotions in the event he 
Toes queetioned by Agent. of this Bure~u. He stated that it oalled on 
to testify ho would tell the truth. It is doubted that he ,",ould be a 
fcvorO-ble ,··itnosE. He announceo hie complete ec.ti.fc.otion with U.li.1'i., 
.to.ting tho.t he wr.s muoh better off -..ith them than Frogreseive. Hi. 
st:.te;oent, "·hich he refu~ed to sign, is ns follOl':., 

or nromis8s 

-Springfield, Illinois 
Sept. 10, 1943 

the follaoing voluntary etc. tement to 
both of whom hL'.ve identified themselves 8S 

Burecu of Investigation. No threats 
been made to induce me to mnke a etctement. 

wr .• born in 
I str.rted 

cnd nOl'l liv~ o.t 
the U.}:;';. o.t that 

-I started working for ::tno A in 1933 unel prior to thd hue! 
"Worked ct the _;'".ino for .ye<lTs. I joined the Frogressivo 
union in 1932 ~.tcte "ent J2.rogressive. I don't kno.v allY­
thing about the etrike ct ::ine B in 1937 and don't knov1 onything 
about the union octivitiee et that pleoe. 

-1 recc.ll th .. ,t Of ueu-:l, j·ine A ~hut do.·m in the epring of 
1941 for c. sansonc1 dlUtdO"."Il. I '.'r.e than 0 memb~r of .l?rogressive. 
I "c.e out of to';ln in the e=er of 1941 end when I cc.m<3 back I heE'.l"d 
th.o.t Elshoff hod bought lOino A fr= Ityo.n. 

-I rooull th~t d meeting ~re oallod by Progressive to try and 
disouss Of to \·:hot mlf going to ho"Fon ct lline A. Thot is "I'Ie ... ere 
,·'on6ering if it \O1(l! going to be .l?rogressive or .!:Ditod. 11..-1 recull 
it c oorC"nittee of six v,,,. c.p,",ointod by the un~ion to 0 r.nd eee Elehoff 
"bout Lino j,. Theso men c! I reoull it were .. ~ 

_ Those of u! -"ho "'ere on the oommi'ltE;:=;e;=e!'"'!''';;·e;:;n;p=;r:ow''!!!'!n!'!s~o''!'!r!'!a~o.'I!'''' 
~ssive to cnll Elshoff nnd I guess one of our men oo.lled 

E1!hoff. '.'·hen I co.rne dOl'n the st:lire somEbody in c group in the hall 
j~ed on me anc kicked me •. I don't know for aure even that one of 
our crCTlfd o~lled Elshoff. I heord ~ome one yell thct they "'ere going 

- ;566 -
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JORI' L. Ul""!S, ET AL 

en out .of 

to cut nv threat, but 1111 I kncw, h thllt II gang 
ju~ed en me. I don't reoell the n~e of any of 
the men ""he were in the orowd thet bect me. The 
meeting broko up os fr.r r.e I knOi'1, but I kept right 

the building as f~!t as I could. I wile hurt, but nct baA 
e~ough to require ~dical attention. 

"1 never Ylent out to l<ine B to lee Faloetti or Ehhott 
cbout hO".- tho mine WC.E going to operate. I believe it WCII areund Il 

":(le': or eo c.ftar th~t I joined tho U.ll.W. 1 joinod U.ll.T1. the i,'.ondo.y 
cftcr the l?Tcgrossive greup had their mooting en Sunday ct the Elks 
Club. I did not go to the mcctinr ct tho Elks en Sundcy becnuse I 
cicn't fuel good. All I kn~'1 is thnt I joinod the U.ll.l:. becnuse I 
'-::ntec to [mc did EO of my O','n froe will. In my opinion our ','or!dng 
conditions ru:.vc imprevod ao·~ since "e joined united. I reocll nbo 
thot I ... ent up to the .!:nitod ,!:oll to sign up Ter thnt union. 

"1 ru:.ve rec.O OVer this entirc etE.tc!:1ont of three pc.gos nnd 
'''ish to etc.to it if true. 

"The abovc IItt,toment VTo.E raad b-"- >lho c.d,titted 
it '-':'.5 true, but refUEGd to eign. "~ 

... ).gcnts, F.B.I., 
Dept • .of Ju~tioo.· 
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Re. JOHN 1.. Ul";IS, Et Al 

IiiiiiiifH ".r""I~, Illinois, 
by ~eoial Agents 
at hie heme. 

lIIIIII.tated he 
~sh but he. 

"nness due 

is able to speak 
poor GoverDDem 

.. furnished' the follO!"ing signed .tatement. 

·Springfield, Ill., 
September 13, 1943. 

-I, ld, Ill. make 
the following and~ 
whom I knc<~ to be 5r:ecial Agents of au of ~ 
no force t>.rects or prOC1iseE heve been made in obtaining this etatemem 
e.nd I know that what I may Stty mAy be used in a court of law. 

·1 becrune a cember of u;" in 
rell'.:',ined a member of me' until 1&32, 
1 ?'e.s in fnvor of the chE.nre fron U1~" to PbiA. "'8 UMI' stole notes cast 
conoerning the c~nge in tr~ ~age senle. 

"1 considered PI:!. e. good union being operated for its members. 
The employees e.t liine uA" so far as I knOl'; were satisfied with PIAA 
prior to the tbe the nine ,oas bou;ht by Elehoff in 1941. 

-In nbout August 1941 I wsa told by eome of the miners at 
lune "A" thet Eishoff ho.d bouiTht tho mine. I did not weloome the ohange. 
I thoug"l;El,hoff ~;oulcl make !cino "A" che.nge from F11A to mY:, llS he had 
forced nlM uE" to chenge fr,cxn PEA to Ul.W. 

-I did not he~r nnything nbout Elshoff opereting ¥inc ·4~ 
through l'inc "13". 

-I thought Elshoff would not operate l!ine "A- unless the 
employocs becc.me rlembers of u: TI; most of the miners I tlliked to thought 
too Brune thing. I deoided to chE.ngo fran l'):t" to m~" 110 as to keep my 
job at Lino "A- although I did not wnnt to change. I wee not llpproache4 
by e.ny Ui-h org"oizera to join UlW. 

-I did not "ttc;nd 'lll1 Pi:. llIootings betwoen the twe Ebhoft 
bought liino • A.- in August 1941 and a meeting on e. SundD¥ in Sopt. 1941 
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Re, JOHN L. LEi,IS, ET AL 

H"J1::KVIE':' 1 In! 

~ 
at the Elks Club. Some oi the miners at lJine "A-
told me that there waE to be a moeting at the Elkll 
Club in Sept 1941 to decide if the FHA looal IIhould 
change to DB". I canrot remember much about the 

meeting. A nnn the n"-l:lo of whare 1 do not know made e. stc.temont nt tho 
mooting, tkt the miners at Hine wA" "'ould hElvo to chango to U}J; or the 
nine would be closed. A voto .. o.s tc.ken nnd I votod to cho.nge to Ul{.':: as 
I "'" old nr.d I thought I r.ould hovo boon out of El job if 1 had not voto 
~~. -

-iU'ter tho voto, Edr..enson of Ull': me.do 0. to.lk nt tho Jrootillg, 
but I do not rem~ll'.ber wh:.t he sc.id. 1 do not kner,', of o.ny 1Jl,;":" org[.niJ:ora 
being prcse!Ot "t the Elks Club, so fo.r ns I knov; those present wero 
mer-bers of ~:A. 

-I 'I:!orkoc c.t l:ine .. ;" .. o.bout ono duy in Sept. 1941 ns !l mmbor 
of W?' ct ,-,hieh time I ""'5 forood to stop ,"orking in the mino boocuso of 
!r'¥ health. I boer .• notHng r.bout tho activitios at liino ~.- since Sept. 
1941. 

-I prefer PE;. ovor UB" 'llld only joinoc Ufo': in order to koep 
r;! job o.t l;ine .;.". 

-I heve hc.d this stntG~ont consisting of throe p"gos rOlld to 
me !End it h truo Illld oorract to tho baEt of my knowlodge. 

(SiUlCd)~ 

, Special ';-Cent - F.B.I. 
icl i.:.gcnt, F.B.I.-
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Re I JOHN L. WCUS, E'!' At 

l.n't.er"Vl.·emIQ at his resi­
Springfield, 

1SP<~C].aJ. Age nts 
prl)se:ntly un-

was born in the 
States •. He speaks and unc1er'st;iIl but he is 

rather slow nentnlly ilnd 'Would make only a r witnoss. ~ 
udviseu he.: has never been arrested. He furnished the fo~ 
signed statcment. 

"Springfield, Ill. 
Sept. 13, 1943 

"I, 
nake the follor.inb 

_ .. hom I kno-.J to be Special '..gents 
~ I make it 'l'lithout f2:!T of threat, force, or prOlllis(; of any tind. 

"I '7as born I first 
started 'Working in co~ joined 
the Unitcd fun" 1;orkcrs of l.mcorica Union. I work at the 
;.un" " .. " Springfield in abeut._ In 1932 I jOin"d the Progressive 
ltiru Workers of i.mcrica union7"'"'!'joined the FlU. because I did not like 
the actions of John L. ~s, especially wh~n the ballots were stolen and 
he declLred an el:lergency contract. 

"I rcnaincd P1:;, from 1932 to 1941 cnd during this time I 
thought the PJ,;J,. was = honest and good union. I never notioed any unfair 
or unusual assessments. 

"I noticed no efforts by ms to organize at Uinc "A" before 
1941 and I w<:;s satisfied \lith Pl'.1 •• 

"I do not r~=ber where I WllS in 1941, but I read about 
Elshoff buyin;; lAin.; "J," from Ry:m. As soon as I read that I knew if I 
\12Jltcd my job I "iOuld have to join m~l. No one told me so, but I knew 
that because of What Elshoff had done ~t Mine "B". 

"I rCllIClmber ,'lttending about two 00. meetings right after 'lie 

learned thnt Elshoff had bought l:iinc "i.". I was a Pit Committeo llan for 
PU" 10c<::1 #51 J and at one of the mcotitll;s J I do not remember much, the 
members r.sl:od me to go to see Elshoff about Whether he was going to open 
!!ine "j.n. The; other t\1O coJlU4i ttee men were not at the meeting, so I told 
the men I lIQuld not go to elected to 

Elsho 
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Re I JOHN L. LmIS, ET JJ, 

"I heard there were soce fights after these 
meetings, but I did not see any. I did not see 
any UI.!\V men at these meetings and I do not remember 
whether anyone talked about going over to ~. 

"I h"ard that Elshof~ might operate Mine "An thru Jline "B": 
by r.auling the coal out that way, b'.lt I do not ren:cmber where I heard 
this. 

"I did not nttcnd the meotings held at ltodmen's Hall or 
the EL\(s Club bt~caUSt I thought these mc~tin..gs shonld have been held at 
the PIJA hrul. 

"I join:!d UJ.::'; after llinE' "A" reopened in the fn11 of 1941. 
No on~ forced or thr;;atQned me in ~ way at any time. I joined UMVI to 
get my job b~ck at linc "A". I liOuld have prcferod to stay in P!.!A 
and go back to v:ork, but because I could not rlOrk in Mine "A" as a PMA, I 
had to chan(:e to UGi. 

ItI believe most of the men c.t l1inc n 11." felt the way ! 
did, thnt if they did not go over to lim they could not work at l.Iine -Ji" 
a~d this WRS the reason they changed. 

"I hnve not held an:r U'.s.-j office and 1mS not on any of the 
commi tteGS npPointed by PIt'. to s~" Elshoff. 

"I stopped working at Mine ",," three weeks ago because of 
my health. I an presently not working. 

"I h;::ve noticed no differonce in rorking at Mine "A" under 
either u: i. or 00" 

"I have read this st~tcmont of three p,"ges and it is true 
nnd correct to th" bcGt of my knoY;ledge. 

'.'iitness (Signed) 

tl1 ,,'~ent, F.B.I. 
Special i.gent F .B.l." 
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Re: JOHrI L. lSnS, ET AL 

works a~ 
14, 1943 

s:-tisfactory witness; 

"Springfie Ie', Ill. 
Sept. 14, 1')43 

liT -, 
tho 

( 

the fo11o"i.ng signed statement I 

wham I kno',i to be Speci11 Agents 
on. I =):6 it '-.-i thout fcar of threat, force or premiaa of 

any kind. 

"I first at3rt~d ',:orl:ing in cO'll mines in about~ in 
Illinois. I ,joined the United IJine Forkers of America Unio~932. 
I was not forced in any 'i.3Y to chnnec; from lh/'7 to PMA. I '7anted 1:.0 get 
b3ck to "IOr-Y. so I join0c Pi:'; be c,usc- most of the men h::d. 

"In the s='er of 1941 I r"?d th3t Elshoff had bought Mine 
"A" from Ry:m :mel I , .. ;115 not h:iPFY' I thought condi tions '\1ould not be 
good, b"ce'.lS~ of .tt:, trouble trGro Ind b~Jn~t ioIirw "B". 

"I did not t~lk with ;!ny on" about the matter Rnd I did not 
attend :my ne'Jtings bct"'c~n the time Elsh')!f bout;ht Mine "A" and too 
tir.: I ":~nt b1ck to 'ior): at line II A" , ::hieh 71J.S about a month :lftor 
1iinco "1." op:.ned 11, the £:>.n of 1941. 

"I y.ne'i th3re \'{(:re som: r.33tir;[s during this tim", but I 
did not ('0 to :my, :md I h3',rd :lnd r,;3d tr~t !:lost of the men mo tud 
1?Ork3d at ;.!inJ A ha,j vote-d to fO ov·}r to It:.,. But I did not CO back 
to 710rk .::t !lin_ " ... " until r:bout : m:mth after it op-::ned, in about Oct. 
1941, and when I di(j I ;;ent d"Yln to trrl:'; hc'?dquarters 3nd joined U»IV. 
J:::> onc forcc,d or thre::tGmd m~ in 'my -,.;::y, and I joined ill!">' so I could 
~:"rk in i.!in<: "A". I '.:ould h'iVC pr~f:Jrred to stay Kith PIt!;. b-)causc I 
th~ught it ~as c b~ttcr union. 
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Re: JOHlI L. lE1':IS, BT il 

"I Horked at JliDe "A" as UY.' for about three 
'lie"ks and t'len I quit because of my health. 

"I have had this statement of two pages read 
to ~e Jnc it is true anc ccrr~ct to the host of my knowledge. 

"71 tnG 55 
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!lE: JOHN L. LE7:rS, ET i..L. 

to W1der 
bern in 

mine WB.S 

interviewed at 
ld, Illinois, 

by Special 
advised that 

liinc B and at that time 

in the spring of 1941. 
obta.ined employment 
ted ~e ~orker8. 

was reopened, he was rotrnnaferred to )line J... He i8 difficult 
~~ . - .; ~ . ; - t. No statement was obtained. He was 

and is an _rioan citizen. 

a porson of average 
the time the.t Mine J. was expectod 

to return to work thore, but when he heard that ff has purchased Mine 
;,., he immediately left Springfield, and went to"""'" where a relative 
of his had a &rnall mine which he WaS going to o~e advised that he 
left Springfield, because he did not want to got mixed up in the trouble 
that he expected would follow the ch~ngc of ownership, as had happened at 
J.:ine B. He strong hatred for John L. Lewis, but d tha United Mine 
~~crkers in menber of the UlITf 

He wa.s born in 
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.. 
REI JOHN L. xz.ns, E'l' • .1.. 

nois, b,y Speoihl agents 
Seotember 14, 1943. 
-. He is 
~ English • 

~ctory witness. He stutod 

"Springf'ield, 111. 
S"pt. 14. 1943 

, 

" 0.5 n 
momory 1s bod nnd he would 

he hc.s nevor boon Arrestod. 

at 
Ill1-

, lJl:->.r, .. r 101d • 

of any kind. 

I know to be S;>ecic.l ". <'"81"'!: 

c~c it without feur of thrent, 

"1 ;ro s born in 
Us u d i~gor nt the lIine tt,. , 

unci 
rel BureAu 

I UI!I employod 

"1 first swrtud working in con! minos ill ubout _ I 
joined tho Unitod Mine \lorkcrs Of ..... .loricc. Union in sprinR~n 
nbout _ I stl-rtod to \fork ut tho Mine ...... in about In 
1932 :L'joTE""J 1m Progrossivo 141no Workers of .iltneriol.. Union. entire 
looal of m.n olPnge:l to py.. c.nd thut is 'W'IV I did. I ounnot rOO<Jl'lbor 
why:we ohcngod. 

"In tha eurly full of 1941 I rend that ELSHOFF boucht Mine "kit 
frQn RY..:tl and I thou;;ht we would hl..ve trouble ~.t " .. " liko thera bD.d 
boen llt !line "B". I didn't attend P'1l<. neetings end the only I'leeting 
I went to "fter ELSHOFF boUCht Mine " .. n Wl..S one Sundny ut the Elks Club. 
The !!len told me I would hUVG to join UM:;! if I wunted to keop ny job. 1 
do not renenber who tolc! ne this but thoy wero non I workod with. I 
went to this I'loeting ot tho Elk's Club of MY own froe will end no one 
foroed "r threatened no in !lIlY way. I votod to /;6 over to U!4\r beoauso 
I di1 not W!lnt to loso my jC'b ct llino "1." "IlLl boo,"u80 I 'WUs nfroid _ 
would h>lve the sono troublo ot " •• " os they hOd at "B", und I vrns too 
old tc wont to fight or get bo"t up. I houre! rwors thL.t tho ocnpo.~ 
ocuH ,-poruto Mine "4 L by huulinr; ooul thru Hino "Bn. I tlon't rononber 
very ouoh thc.t took: plcoo at this Elk's Club tloet1ng. 

"I \I11S so ti sf'iod with R!i. <;uti would hove preforred to stny 
P'J.!~. but I joined min to keo? oy job und "vuiJ trouble. Conditions oro 
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lUtt JOHN L. WIlS, zr ,.1.. 

the "=0 ut l!~!1.0 11,_" Wlder tllll o.s they _TO under 
PLII.. lIaw it doesn't nuke v. grent d~ ot 
differenoe to no thnt Wo nre WI, but when we <illlJl&cd 
I di c1 not like it. beOI.<USC I _ntod tu att.y ltU •• 

"No cne :frCl::l l.'}IiJ unct no ono :fran tho OlXlpuny evor tuld mo 
t·; join IDr.l. I joinod vvluntllrily by 8i~ing nt tho Elk'. Club thnt 
Sunony afternoon. 

"I IlI1 • yours of ngo, und o«nnot rononbor ns _11 0.. I 
used tv. This i6~1l I oem r(monbor and this 8tutonent ot two po.G08 
is true nne Qvrroot to the bost of ny knowledGe. I hAve reed this 
sta.tencnt. 

"htllOSSI 

Spooi<..l i-cent. FBI. 
Spooi::<l ,.gcnt-F .B.l." 

- Z7S-
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RE: JOENL. L&n:S, ETAL 

s interviewed t.t his resiaoneo..l 
old, Illinois, 
by Spet;: inl 

0.8 

0. eo£.l miner 
is not difficult to unc!ersto.nd, :1I1S a keen manory, and nn ... n"""~l.ll!;eIlce 

£.bo,E' that of tho o.v"rc.ge Ill:lcr. It i£ not believed that ho would be easily 
confused on cress eXf.lllinatioll. He g\VO information set forth in the tol1ow­
ilV'; stf.turnent, 

"Springfield, III 
Scpteaber 13. 1943. 

I wn. b,. 

who he.vo idonti:"ied thc::lsel ves 'to me 
of Invost:'g':tion. l!o prol!li~, thrents. or COD­

sider£.ti0n cf IIny kind Ir.ve been m"de '00 me to get "''' tc !:Jake this stntecent. 

. . "I w;:rkcd ,.t.1!in; .. A f,:.::<m.c.bellt __ ~ntil ~?~r~'lr~, :-941:_.~ 'W!l.~ 0. 

!:lEt:lbvr 01' the l"'rogressl V'0 l ... inc (I'.:rkcrs or .n:n1.)Tl.Co. un1;lJ. peplieInDer 1~'iJ... ....8-
fere 1 read the nnnounct::lant in tho pc-:.:.er thr.t lline 1. had been purcMsed by 
ELSHOFF, I hue hoO-rc ~f no dis8~nsion tJ!lOn!; the PJiI mcnbors. All of the men 
wore s"tisficd, excc;pt I, very raw, o.nd I think they wore strong P1f,1 membors. 

Ifilhon ELSHOF' bought Aine A, t'lere was no contract with any operator. 
It wns ny undcrst!.ncir-t thut bec:;,uB(; 'IL'lerc. wnB no contrc.ct that tho opero.tor 
coul:'. hiro or der·.l ''lit', anyone th:::.t h" W!lntod to. Wo thought, nnd it _II my 
opinion too. th:::.t n.S':IOFF Ylould net C'?"rnte ninG .'1. unless he could oporate it 
with rr;;;l mon. I thour.ht this, :me I;nink!:ls Bt cf the :len th~uGht this. be­
cause :1f the, thin!;s that they lcJ.c hoo'.'\l ab~ut whnt had h/lppened at l.Iine B dur­
ing the trouble ther,. Frr.n .. :tnt wo lY·d henrd, ELSJI)FF fo.vored the tlUV. and 
we all thcught thut we Vloule havo to jcin the trJ' in c'rdor to get our jobs 
brl..c1c. Trot W'lS the \QOU tl'_st -:t the nen had at the Progressive meetingii thnt 
I e.ttGnCod. oof the Prcgressives. we dis-
cuss;;d that, ,,-!Xl told us 0.11 thnt We would have 
to join the UU¥ 

-At the f~rst meeting held o.t the Progressive BRll, the men did net 
IcnDW wrot to co. 'l'llOY did n"t decide :luch. At the: secend !:leeting they were 
pretty d1scour"ged, and did nGt get m~.cll cl."ne either. At the meeting in the 
Elk'. club. the nen had ecne tc the oc~clusion that there was nnt nuch that 
they cculd do ta cot their jcbs buck, am that it '11<'.8 the best chance tor them 
to join the UlI\V a~ lMybe .. e could go',; our jc.bs back. That.reB my idefl.. Wo 
joinod the trdil thr,t night, not becnus, wo 1m.nted to. but because we had to in 
order to koep r,ur JobS. Ai; loast, th&t 1mS ny roo Ian. 
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REI JOHN L. LENIS. ET AL 

"&:munson c:une tc the J:loet1ng after it had been G0in!:: 
for n while. He tnlked to us. nnO told US thr.t if we 
j')inod tho m.:w that he 'Would go 1;(, bnt for us and that 
'We would get our j~bs b~ck. He did not exactly def­

betcly S'l.y 6 .• but he left it pretty pla.in to us that he thcucht,thnt hecoul:! 
!:l°.ke ELSHOFF do "'r.ythinc toot he W!lnte~ hiIn to do. nnO he almost prC1lliBed us 
our jebs b~ck. Th~t is thu ronsen thnt I jOined,the Unitod Min~ ~0rkers. 

"li"thing unusu",ly hr.ppened nfter the nine reopened, but things 'Were 
n~t :::5 e;ocd ns bor"ru, [,ne! left the mine as sncn 1\5 I hnd a. chnnce to get 
b:::ck into n ~ine, becnu5c I liked thu Progressiv~ Union bett~r. 
I ~ now n Progressivo Mine. 

"I he.ve roted the o.b',ve st"tem~nt en this !lnd one other png~. It is 
011 tru~ am! r:cccurate. II 

lsi 
FBI 

- 3'78 -
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REI JOHN L. LENIS, ET AL 

"EC.z:lunson c=e tc the moeting after it had been (;O~ 
for ~ while. He tolked to us, ond told us thr.t if we 
j')inod tho m.:;v that he would go te· bOlt for us and that 
we would get our jr-b8 bf\ck. He did not exactly def­

inetcly s~y s .• but he left it pretty plain to us that he thcucht.that ~Gul~ 
::l°.ke ELSHOFF do !l.nythinc thnt he W!l.nte~ him to do, oro he almost prClllieed us 
Jur jebs bo.ck. Th:lt is thu rO!ls~n that I joined the United )line ';"brkera. 

"l;"thing unusu!l.ly hr,ppened ofter the mine reopened, but things were 
net 0.8 !;OGd ClS ber'-ro, "nc.~ 1 €oft the mine as 8~C-n as I lind a chance to get 
bc.ck intD n~ine. becnus~ I liked the Progressivo Union better. 
I ~ n0W at............., u Prc~essivo Mine. 

"1 hc.V(; r""c. the ab·.ve st[,te;!lcnt cn this (lnd one other Jrlge. It is 
~ll tru~ an~ ~ccurste.n 

/s/ 

FBI 

• 3T8 -
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He geve info~tion set forth in 

nSpringtield, III 
September 13, 1943. 

who. have identified tham­
u~r~~~ ef Invcstigatien. Be 

pramiese, throats, er considerutien of ~y kind ~ b~on made to me to make 
this stat_ent. 

"1 worked at lline A frem _until about I.Ie.rch 1943. I belenged 
to. the Progressive aine Wlrhrs of ~co.n until September 1941 when lline A 
epened up. Befere that time I wus 11'011 satisfied with the Pregressive Mine 
Workers of America.. I preferred then to. work under the PMW. and de now, be­
cause it is a better union, end they treat us better. I wns not at any of 
the meetings wh~n the matt~r of chr.ning unions wo.s discussed bec~usc I Wal in 
the hcspital O.t thr,t time. I vms told that thoy were the cool 
cut cf ),fine A threugh Mine B if we did net join tho teld 
me trot. I joined at ~nc iJ1~.L building, in order to go to 
like it under the ruj eut there, bec:::.use ef the way they were treating the 
men anc! would not let anything. I quit and went to the arsenal, 
~nd am now working ~t n Pregressive Mine. I do. net want to go. 
ba c k to a UMl'I mine. 

- "The o.bove st"tcment on this page 1Yl. been read to roe by 
It is 0.11 true and a.ccurate." 

1·1 
F.B.I. 

- 379 -

---~.~ ....... --....,..--. ... --... -~ 

-II 



Re: JOHN L. LI:liIS. ETAL. 

~anbeeasi~ 
~f the average miner. 
follOWing statement: 

ftSpringfield. Ill. 
September 15, 1943 

I was born. 
make the 

who have identified themselves to 
of Investigation. No promises. threats, 

or consideration of any kind has been made to me to make this statement. 

"I have worked at !'ine A for about six years. I was working there 
when the mine was sold by RYAN. I remember that the men at the mine changed 
unions when the new cOlLpany took aver, but I do not remember w~. There had 
been no talk before then about changing unions that I know of. I was 
satisfied to work Under the Progressive rine Workers, but it did not make 
much difference to me which union I belonged to. I went to some of the 
meetings at the Progressive Hall when this matter was discussed. I also 
went to the meeting at the Elk's hall when the men voted to go to the ~. 
I sat in the back that night and cannot recall what happened or what was 
said. EDliU!'lSON talked that night, but I do not know what he said because I 
could not hear him. I joined the UJ.n that afternoon because the rest of the 
men were signing up. After the mine re-opened, I saw ~round 
the mine once. I do not know what he was doing out th~ 

"I WaS always satisfied, and I think most of the men were 
satisfied with the Pl.:W. 

(signed) 

F.B.Li' 

- SBO -
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Ret JOHN L. 1.&". IS. E'l' AL 

interviewed at his reeidence, 
Springfield, Illinois on tbot 

1943 oid Agent. 
y,'as born in 

I very diffioult 
i~ed that he could not read. did not attend 

any l!ISetincs of the local and joined the Ul.fi only when be went back 
to work and they asked hir.! to sign before he oould work. He did 
not len"", what he had Signed. He had always been ae.tiefied with the 
union before but did not ree.ll"' knor. much about what the union was 
or whe.t the difference was. IAle to his inability to ree.d, no signee! 
statement we.. obte.ined. 

"" -'--'------------.-~~ ____ ~~ ___ . _ _r_--,-.. -.--
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RE I JOHN L. LE'l1 S, E'l' AL 

Spec ic.l 1.ccnts 
n~t c~nsic~re~ as u :~ 
raVE; inf,ol"ll1c,tic>n Bot forth in tho 
but which he stated Wb$ true and 

"Hy name is 
1 =\,e the follu"J.HG 

he'vu iden~ificd th=sc1vus t8 me 

·SprinGfie1d. III 
Sopte:lber 13, 1943. 

of Investiccti8n. ~k prcoises. tlu'onts, 
has been ",acc to' "'''' to "",ke this sto.teI:lCnt. 

He 
to lIi~r 

"I MVC w?rko~ at ~ine 1. for nbout 7 YOfirs. I an wcrking there now,. 
anc workod there nt the tbe toot thu 10c,,1 of 11ine 1. chanced fr= the Pro­
rrossivo llino Ilorkers cf 1."crica to tho United lline ':icrkors of Anerioa. I 
c~ n.-.t knew ouch nbcut whnt hc,pponcd c.t thnt ti o. I Ialow thc.t c. new cOl:1po.ny 
teok over, ~nd they chanced tho uni0n8. 1 die n0t nttcr~ any of the ",catings, 
or knDW anythinG about what hr'ppened at the !:wetings. I did nct Co c.nywhere 
until tho Dine was reGpano~., and went b"ck to eo to work. J.t thnt ti:::le I 
j~inu~ tho Ul~). Prior tG thnt tL~E; I wcs sntisfiad with the opcration of the 
P!£"i, c.nd would have baon just as sc.tisfiod to work undor that union. I think 
most of tho men felt thu sanaL way, but it did nct mc.ke much differonce to mo. 

"I heva reCed tho c.bcve st~tEl:lent en this pace and it ia 1\11 true 
and accurate." 

(unsicned) 

FBI 
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REI JOHN L. zz:nS. ET':'.1. 

a~.n'lLOu,.~y in under-
quo ons pr 1..s not beUovod thl>t 

he ""ould =kc 0. good witness. Bis stlltol!lcnt is as tollowal (He nd­
mitted one "l'Tcst tor violation ot tho U"tiOll£1l Pr:ahibition Jo,j)t.) 

"hClll I know to be Spec 
gotion. Uo throc.ts or 
hJ.vo beo::J. told I noad not 
oo.n be usod in oourt. 

"I "'-'5 born in 
'>merioc. in __ nd W'_6 n" 

_ I /lI.:.vo bean onployod c.t Jtino 
~ the Unitod ltinc i/urkors Uuion 

ployod at lUne .,_" us " diggGr. 

"Springf1eld, Illinois 
Septomber 18, 1943. 

O£\J:lo to onf!!lll 
on-

"1 ro!',.,nbcr joining; the Progressive l.!inc \lorkors u:don 
in 1932 and joining the Uni tod E1l1e • ;urkcrs 1n 1941 but I ~vc no 
preforenoe for oi ther union. I 10v.rnOO "bout the 11,,10 of Hillo .... 
through!l lotter troo loir. BIU, 1,1...:1,. This di~n't noun L.nythillr, to 
me. I attended !l ncetinc of the niners Il.t the Elks Club Il.t whioh 
tho !"Ion votod tv join the: Ibitcd llino \ivrkors. I voted to f,o Ov<lr to 
the United !line' Iorkor5 so I could kGop cy job and boo[.use 0.11 tho 
ether no" votod to Co aver. 1 voted to goO "vor booause I undorstcod 
th:.t ::USHO:-'F wouldn't opcrll.tIl IUno "". with tho Pr<lgroesivo l!inors. 

"I hIl.vo no prot'erenoci f.>r oi thor union, I only wnnt to 
w)rk. 

"I Novo boen rond tho 'Wi thin stutoncnt oonsistinG of ano nnd 
Q bAlf pugos ~~ it 10 ~ll true. 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ETAL. 

and can express himself well. 
st.atement: 

________ -"l-Y name is 
'-"Iamnow 
~tatement to 

have identified themselves 

in terviewed at his 
Illinois, on 

tnake a 

I 
I 

\ 

.. v,~,.."pp miner. He makes a good appearance, 
He gave information set forth in the following 

-Springfield, Ill. 
September 15, 1943 

who 

of Investigation. No promises, threats, or 
made to me to make this statement. 

pn •• "." Bureau 
conSideration of any kind has been 

"I worked at Mine A off and on four aboutJlllllllllyears, ending in 
November 1941. I worked at the mine at thet:i e th~ed for the summer 
of 1941. At that time" and up until the mine was sold, there had been no talk 
about changing unions. I had heard of none at all. Although the men were not 
entirely satisfied with the way the Progressive Kine Workers were taking care 
of them, they would have gone back to work as Progressives, and continued to 
work that way if nothing had happened. I am not sure what happened there to 
cause the men to Change over, I was not seeing the men much in those days • 
....--were close friends of mine, and they came to my house on 
~ to me about the situation. I did not go to any meetingS­

exceot the meetin£ at the Elks' Club when the vote was taken to go over to the 
in: ... : As I understand, the men were told that they would have a better chance 
of getting the mne opened if they joined the 0111. Most of them wanted to get 
back to work pretty badly, and I think that is the reason that they changed. 

III personally did not care much which union I belonged to. I was a 
little disgusted with the Progressives at that time, and was willing to go over 
to the U1:ii if there was a chance that the mine would open any sooner. That is 
the reason that I joined the truli. I do not know that there was arw talk made 
to the men that ELSHOfr- would close the mine down, or that he would fiot 
operate with PA.'VI men. I do not know that the men thought that ELSHOFF had 
aqything to ~o with unions or preferred one over the other. 

"The night that the vote was taken to change unions, EIL1JNSON 
talked. I cannot remember what it was that was said. I was not interested • 
and wanted to get hOlne~ I knew that they were going WI' and 110 I did not 
pay much attention to the details. 

"I had ridden to the meeting with They ·were 

.---------------- ------~-~~·-~.-P-... ~·--· 
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Re : JOHN L l.EWIS, ETAl.. 

TIlTERVIE.\ ',iITH 

," , ( 

and'since I had ridden wi tb them, 
went over to the ~1V building ~ and EDI..'ID:ffiON's office. do not recall what was said over 

there then. EDl.'UNSQ;1 swore them into the !llG'I. ELSHOFF and 
some other man came to the meeting there, and there was some talk about the 
mine. I do not recall that ELSHOFF said anything about what he planned to do 
with the mine, or said anything about the unions. I was at his office when the 
contract was Signed. I'do not know or remember many of the details. 

it reopened, I did not 
did not know what they were 

were out at the mine for a While after 
tha t they were UlJi'; organizers. I 

out there, 

"1 worked for a while, and quit at Line A when they changed the work 
around, and put a lot more work on~. There was nothing about the union 
involved in my quitting. 

"I am nOVI a member of the ll'_"ii. I would have stayed in the PleW if the 
mine had reopened, hiring Pit" men, but it did not make too much difference to 
me. 

"There was no cOI:lpulsion that I know of put on the men by eitt£r 
a~ion either to keep them from joining the ~i or to get them to join the 
m,,;". 

"I have read the above statement on this and two other pages. It 
is all true and accurate. 

(signed) 

F.B.I." 
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REI JOHN L. LDfIS, E'l' At 

- "; -. 
;. .... ,._.' ... 1=:1. ;..1 

. . ~ g 1 Y P .,
13 1943, by Spec 

would ms.ke 
an c understood. 
stat_ant. 

He gave information set forth in the follOll'ing lIigned 

"1Iy name is 
I am now an American 

"Springfield, III 
September 13, 1943. 

ment to who In ve identified them-
selves of Investigation. No 
promises, threats, or consideration of any kind has been mado to me to make 
this stataoent. It is ~11 truo and accurate. ----

"I went to work at Mine A in 1935 or 1936. I worked there until 
.. bout February of 1943. I am now snp10yed nt _ When I went to Kine 
A I WbB ~ member of the Progressive ~ino Worke~rica. I joinod tho 
Unitee Mine Workers in 1941 'l'Then ELSmFF bought the min(J and it was reopened, 
because I wanted to werk. 

r 

, 

"Until the time thnt I heard thut ELSmFF had bought IoIine A, I heard 
no talk ~bout chnneing unions, or any disatisfnction with the Progressive Mine 
horkers of America.. Th~re were sane meetings about the cho.nge of O1ItIership 
and what we would ~vc to do about it. I went to a couple of meetings at the 
Progreosive Hall, but did not go to e~y other mc~tings. As I understand and 
relllcmbcr, we wore tole. that they were; going to take the cool out of ~ine A 
throu!;h ),line B. They told ut ~hat the would close 14ino A and not open it 
unless we would join the U"Ji'i. is the one who did most of tho 
talking and said this at the me~t~ngs attended. 

DI did not g.o t.o the meeting when they voted to join the mm. I 
did n?t 1ICnt to become n member .of the mE.Y, nnd did not go bCl.ck to work at 
the Mine for about two weeks after it ~s Teopened bocnuse I did not want to 
join the mr.V. However. I fin..'1.l1y joined the lJ1B{ becrtuse I 1I'lUlted to work. 

"After the mne reopened thore 'lmS n lot of things that went on 
out there. They tried to g~t those of us who were still strongly PMW to quit, 
and gave us p00r r0oms. "docked" us, nnd hcd different weights. th81 alao 
threatondod us, cnd fined us ~ll the timo Dr threCl.tened to fino ua for every­
thing. 

"I st.~ycd :It Vine A until I could set nnother job at 11 Progressive 

- 386 -
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RE : JOlnl L. LEn 5, ET .kL 

~in8. I joined the t~!7 nnd stftJ~d in it ju:t eo t~At I 
could work, ~nd changod as Boon ~s I could. I would never 
hnve chnnged from the P!.Ifi unless I had to to keep my job, 

"I hf'-vO roo.d the "bnvG st~tElllont on this po.ge nnd one other. It 
is (,11 tru(; nnd r.ccur"to. n 

/8_ 
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is n3t c~nsidered c.s c. t;" ss 
uncersu.nding and sper.king Inglish. 

ti~n SE>t f~rth in th~ rnllcwill(; signud atp.tamont. 

bSprinefield, III 
Sopt~ber 13, 1943. 

the r011 r 'wing at."tcc"nt to_ 
h"ve idelltified thlnsel ves to !!Ie to . 
of Investiy.tion. lie prCJr.lises, thrents. 

or c-nsh'err.ti '.n .c.r 'cny kind hn vo boen made to mo. 

Pr( gr<;ssive Ihll wnc the campnny 
chLn~od ovmcrsnl.p 0i Mne 1... I (~O net ranembol'" hew Ilnr~ Il6otirJ{;s· I want to. 
AS I ram0~b~r, thu pit c~ttee ~de fi ropcrt that the new ccnpnny would Dot 
hire anybody but United Mine ·;irrkcrs. o.nd I did not .,..=t to, join the United 
Kino Yicrkers, se I quit Y,ork at Mine A. I did ncot GC to =3' meetings at lUly 
c thor pir.ce. 

"I we.! s .. tiefied .,..i th the r'll"rr.tion cf tho Prcgressi VQ l!ine Workers 
cf A.",e;ricc. and diCl n'. t went t" chanse unions. 

!!The c.b~vc strd;encnt on thi.8 Ptlb{.: ml 'been roud tc ae by 
It is ",11 true c.nd ,<ccurr.te." 
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RE: JOlm L. LS'n:S, ~ AL 

, '.' ~. 

.. . . " n 
~3, 1943, by Spochl J'gents -..-.. 
__ is c~nsidored "8 n good R(;~ 
L wlcerst.l'c, ho co.n express hL'!Iself fe.irly well, ",nd ·he would be difficult 
to confuse on ("ross cx.=in"tien. He gc.ve informntion set forth in the fol1ow­
int signed st~t~ent: 

"Sprineficld, III 
September 13. 1943. 

"lly r.ame is I wc.s bc.rn 
I un c citozen through ,r.y .....':1 n',W working ct 
I r.&ke th", fclle,wing st(.tooent to __ .nd 
who lu:,vo identified th=scl>e. to ~ " .. ,om; 
eo.u of 1n,,;:stibc.ticn. lk pr=ises thre!\ts or censiderntion of nny kind hne 
been mado t" = to I:lf'.ke thiL stntomcnt. It is true en.: accurate. -

n'l wont to !:ine:. in 1933 o,r 1934. 1 >It.s employed ~.t l!ino A in 1941, 
and stayed thore until Jr.nur.ry 1943. During •• 11 Df the time thnt I was em­
ployed nt Mine A, I ""'.s a LlElllbor of th() Pr,,!;rossive !:ino «orkers of kwrioa 
up until Septeober 1941. when I jcined the United !.line r'r>rkers. I joined the 
fiJI;" in c'reer to keep !:Iy j.:ob. All tho t!Jne before t.'>nt 1 hnd beon satisfied 
wi th tho F.£l. end ",oule ru,.vo preferr<,d tc st-.y in thP.t union. It was a strong 
F,,!,; mine. I think all of tho men ... ore entisfied d th the P!4tl, and I did not 
hec.r cny t~lk c.bcut chllngi:J.g unbns until the o.nncnncC!!:l~nt in th~ pnper th..'\t 
ELSHOFF ~/C.s gcil'g tc rpo:;rntc :Une A. 

·S·,on nftor tru,t I f'ct 0. core! fret:! ___ Be asked I:le to 
cone to n nootir.g. I die! net-boo I did ge t~neetings nt tho' 
Prognssi ve full. I co nC1t rocrtll oxnctly whnt hr'.pponeC. at those neetings. 
Thore ... "'s 0. lot cf tc.lk. ;.8 I r"oo.ll tho talk w:::.s that they ~/orc g<oing to 
close d-.vm the nine. o.n! tc,ko the 00,.1 ~ut throur:h lline B. __ !'Ind the 
men tole us tho.t thoy would cl?se tho Dine down ;;m net w1rk~e IIt'l.yed 
p.m. They scid thc.t \':e wO'ule! mVb tc join the: U'JI in "'rder to work I).t JUne A. 
I did net W!lnt tc- j~in the mS,I, rL!ld die! no-t go t,) the ::l~eting whon they vcted 
nbc.ut olu:.nging unic,ns. iihon tho rest rf the men had jdned the tJl.ll'i. I decideC. 
to go back to ",ork. nne! to werk nbcut three days Inter. I would rnthar haTe 
stc,yed in the Pl!W. After the nine boc=o U1tl, they would not let us tt.llt at 
,.11 about thinb" ct th~ r.ino. The old !:len were not allowed to speak their 
C~ langunges. Those of us Who thoy thought wero still strongly PMW, were 
given p~or ro~s. nnd treated poorly. They wore trying to got us to quit. 
They !ropt nn nnne:l. gu ... rd P.t the mine ehnft for quit I). whi1 e after the change 
an:: the openinG as U'"I'N. There nevor h"d been an r.nu~d guard there before. 
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They triac tc koop us frem 8"yin" anthi~ abc>ut lforkiDg 
c~n"iti"nn. end threetened th~8e 'Of us 0 were strcngly 
P'Jii. They put c. lot uf "docks" on UB, c.nd ther.o _8 e. 
cll::ln£o in the weights o.f the cool. 

"On", 1"y 1 her.rd .... end 80v6r",1 "f the coopa.ny mon, who wore 
strongly f;or the til1d tr.lki~ pr£>tty Boon they would have "ld West, and 
sor.o 'f tho cthuT P',&i mines in ... ahort tine. 

"Thoy els~ fined us if 10'0 did nGt buy CUT coel at Mine A. 

"I Jrnow whe 
n:rninb f~r ~10nb t~o n<·+,.~ 
suppcsc<.: to be loinC there. 

I quit 11in<e A. fine 
tinu~ t~ w~Tk un""T thu 

is. He sbyc:l. in tho J:).ine -office every 
reopenec. I do not know w~t he was 

, ~~ I could get another job, 
60 that I would n:,t hr,ve to con-

"I hcvu ro[.~ thie st-,tCZlOl'!"; :n thin and c'ne other pa.ge, It is all 
truo ~nd nccurctc." 

/s/ 
F .B.I .. 
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p~: JOHN Llt LE,~!S. ET II 

INTERVIK; ·;.ITIl d by Speeic.l 6£ent& _ 
speaks very poor En&"'im'. 

cnc,ulOn he appecred cooperative. be apparently 
dCes not have much pertinent information rolc.tive to instant cc.ae. It 1. 
believed he would be Thore is let forth below the .i~Qd 
state~ent executed by 

b 
statement. 

"Sept. 15. 1943 
Springfield. Ill. 

"I =8 bern 

=kc the felloning voluntc.ry statoment to _ 
bg€nts cf the Federnl Bureau of Investi­

pronises have boen made te induce me to mako any , ' 

in _ I Tlcrk ct I:ine nel'! 
I hllvo beon n r.:cnber of tho U.!.:.-:. sinco 
rtrf life. I stc.rlcd v:crkin0 r,t l:ine 1. in 

"In 1932 when the res~ of the mon joined ProGressive I alao 
sicned up fer thnt union. I thouGht the l'!.:A "IRS a eood union. I remomber 
tllct !:inc ... was shut d,mI1 in the sprinc of 1941 o.nd some tine in the late 
s=er I hecrd th!,t Ryan sold Line;' to j:;lshof'f'. 

after the 
Elks Club. 

"1 hanrd thr.t the PU. hna some meotincs in the faU .of' 1941 
mine w,?s sold. but tho only ono I attendod vms the one at tho 

It ... ns nt thc.t tlDotinG thnt the r.wn decided to jow U.l.:;::. 

"1 didn't want to join the U.l;; .•• but I saw that aU the rest 
~f the men wero jcininc 80 I decideJ to join up bocauso I didn't want to 
lose my jeb, 1&:lundson Gave a nice tCllk nt tho meeting. 1IQ ~aid hQ ",o,e 
glnd we 1I'Cre coninG back to the U.)..; ... =d thct it wculdn't cost us any­
thing. I cnn't remember =y other speeches, but there was all kind ot 
talking nmcI1& the men th~t if they didn't join the ~ they wouldn't work. 
I ~lso henrd some talk nbcut the mininG of"conl from Uino • through ~ine 
ll. 

"I joined tho U.K,-:-;. \mion toot night at too Elks Club because they 
said I couldn't cet ancthcr job. Sinoe I was run old man I figured 1 bad 
better sien up, No force was used to make me sign up other than the aDove. 
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but it was difficult to make him unders 
stated that he knew little of the facts 

it is that he would not make a satisfactory.Witness. He furnishec 
following· $igned statement. 

to 
of .Wl"'" 

me to make any statemEr,t. 

"Sept 14, 1943 
S"ringfield, Ill_ 

the folloWing voluntary statement 
~pecial Agents of the Federal Bureau 

promises have been made to induce 

and presently reside 
contractor by the 

"I started lI'ork as a miner in Jdne A ir, about _ and joined 
the U.~:.;,. at that time. I jOl.n<;!d the progressive union in about 
1932 "hen the rest of the Inen joined that union. I did not have 

anyth1ng to co with the startine of progressl.ve. As far as I am 
concerned eveI1~hlng was going along fine in the mine in the spring 
of 1941. I have nev~r held any office in any union and was never 
interested in union affa1rs. 

"I remember that somebody told me in the fall of 1941 that 
Elshoff had bought l.'ir,e A. I never attended any of the pro­
gressive meetines that were held at ~~at·time. I didn't go to 
any meeting at the "'lks. I went·up :tith a bunch of men to the 
United ~ne office and signed up ~th United. I joined to keep 
working and because the rest jOined. Nobod-J ever thre3tened me or 

. I ',735 in poor 

"I have read this state!:lent of 2 pages and it is true to the 
best of my merory. 

f.>1 
"'"i tnesses 

lsI ) ~pecial Agents, FBI 
) U. &. Ilept_ Cit Justicen 

- a92 -

• • • - • ;- .> .-. • • 

, 



~ 

, 
~ , , 

- . 
\ t 

, , 
"/ 

\ .. 
Re: JOHN L. LEI. IS , ETAL 

happened subsequent to this. He is not, therefore, 
wi tness. He furnished the following statement: 

Agents ........... 
~ine A when~ 

no knowledge of what 
being recommended as a 

"I 
voluntary 5 ta1.ernen.L 
Special Agents 
have been made 

p10yed 
Spring 
time and I have never be~ongcd to U.~.W. 

nSpringfield, Illinois 
September 15, 194.3 

the following 
knowing them to be 
threats or promises 

I am now em-
1933 to the 

during all of that 

"I left 1:ine A in the Spring of 1941. At that time the mine was 
strongly Progr~ssive. I do not know anything concerning the switch over to 
Uni ted tine i:orkers. 

"I have read the above statement and declare it to be true and 
correct. 

(signed) 

"g'om"" F .B. 1.. 
of Jus tice" 
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RE , J DEN L. u;:-,'rs. ET JJ.. 

nor 
8ufforin; fro~ oyo trouble. Due to his inAbility 
ho knows litt 10 of Tmat hr:ppcnod Ilt JUne i>. o.nd is 
ncs.. Eis stctomcnt is ns foliowsl 

to undorstand English woll. 
nat rocOI!IOOndod as 11 w1 t-

"Sept. 11. 1943 
Sprinbfiold, Ill • 

" I. 
tnry stntomont 
Bur Oc.u of 1m-est ibn 
to cw.ke n st"tonont. 

• I!l'lke the fo11""inl; volun­
"n"cl.c.l Agont s of the FEldElrlll 

have boon ~ode to induce me 

"I was born in CQ1'\o tc the U. S. in ~ 
nnd = net n U. S. citizen. "r.ll 111Y lifo and starte~ 
ine; at J.:inc A in "bout_c.nd nm still working tOOre. I first joinod the 
U. M. ;"1. end in about i'932"i joinod n-ogrossivv. As far IlS I know there is­
n't any dHfcrGnco betwoon the twc unions~ I MV\) novor poic much nttElnt1on. 
to union activitios. 

"In the curly f,.l1 I hoard thnt ~"Wl sale Mine A to Elshott'. I 
didn't foel !jood abtut it, bocuuso I ,-:as afraid I would loso r.ty job. I hOlU'd 
n lot of talk, but didn't uncerstand much of it as I don't understand much 
English. Sonobody BIlie they ~ight VTurk Mino A throuGh Kino B and S om body 
else 8:.id =ybo no Ylork ilt nll. 

"I didn't bO to c.ny of the ProGrossivo neotin;;s that I rotlOI:lber of. 
r know thc,t I wont to s= hell enc! siGnod up for tho U. U. W. nftcr avory­
body elso si~od up. 

"Nobo<ly over throc.tonod ne or beat lI>O up. I joined U. 11.71. boctluse 
I wo.ntcd to koop ny job. Sinco r CJf) gottinG olel I "·'lIltod to 00 suro I hc.d Ii 

job, 

ftThis 8t~to~nt hes boon rood tc De 

to tho bost of 111Y oomory. 
and it is truo 

/s/_ 
"Witnesses 

lsI 
/s/ 

Sp6cinl Agent s. FBI 
U. S. Dopt of Justice" 
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Ill; JOHU L. ur IS, El' AL. 

thlJ p.v~r;\jC !.lin or •. 
in a siVlCd statc:Jcnt. 

"1~ nanc is 
I nt'.k.:: the l]\" IlL; 

,"ho hfw!] ic'antificd thcJl1'cl ..... cs to 

" 

\, , 

!! Springfield, III 
·Soptcnbcr 9, 194'. 

Bllrc~u of Invcst~;;atiryn. :10 pronie3e, tl'TC:!.ts, or 

contained 

of c.ny kinu hns bocn nr,dc to nro try nC!):c t11~S stnto:lcnt. I = rillin!; if 
nceCSS~l"'J toTo te> eC'urt nnd rCpcilt 1lIlY p"rt of tilis stat'mant. 

"I t'orkcd rt I:ir.c /. froll 1924 until 1941. I Ii"vc o:.h'nys bcon 
8etl VG in t:w loeds at lline; I., "hem it ~:,",s mr nne: clso ,--hen it ?!"as 

I '\'C,OS :)IJ the of both locals. 
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8;: JOHN L. L1lr:IS, ET AL. 

"!!inc j "US cl:>sct! durin; tho Bunucr of 1941. Tho IlCtl at the 
::dne '-ore u0stl;r 'r'oll B"tisfiod 't'ith the "tlY tho local '!ns beinr, ':>pcratod, 
:me! 'Fere slltisfiou nth boinr; Pi,: nc:X>crs. In 1932 .. han lline A l;>ccl, 

- 396 -
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Fe: JOHN L. L~.rS, ET AL. 

"'as fonoled there 'fIere 28 Den Ylho voted to take the 
cut thut John L. LeWis wanted. '!be rest of us voted not 
to take the cut. That was vrhen the .Progressive ID.ne ' 
t;orkers of America "'as formed. These 2B men at 

Fille A wore or lass stucl: together during all the years, and I think thaT all 
'anted to go back to the aI,. SOce of them went to the U)$i meCltiq;:s, I saw 
them. i.side from these, men, the rest of tho men TJero satisfied to belong to 
the P].I;, of A. Bill Wan, ".no had bean running lline .. had bean hard to get 
alone; Y'ith for a long tiJ:le, and had al"'BYS wMtod t.o have the mine &0 back 
to the UlI,. I know, because I heard him srr:[ so, 

"Along in the s1.lI!Ir.lcr of 1941, TUr.)ors started go~ng around that Jt'M 
'as goinG to sell !.line ;, and that the cocl "'ould be taken out through 
!!inc B. I knml that that could be dvne. It y:us .:011 knrmn that !line A 
end I.!iIlc B ":erc connected. '!'hoy used the sillne nir shaft, and there 
~ ere several places >:here the entries from A and B '\'fent to "'ithin 20 feot 
of each other. Then there '\'lera SOJ'le old ~'orkings that ran straight across 
from A to B. M~st of us lr.n~"'7 that beep,uese onco "'0 had to go out from 
iline A throuGh 11in" B. 

·Soon after the announcenent C:llllll out in the pc'lper that 
Elshoff ,'as going to op"ratc !!ine I., 1 got R letter frOl:l tho 
Uniteed 1Uns ' .• orlccrs. It yeas a fom letter, printed, and WllB signed by 
Fri;r F;bunson. It Cru1~ through the mai.l. i.s nClar as I cnn remember. , 
the lctt..er said that Elshoff "11S going to operate Mine /', and that he 
n:.s going to tnke co.:!.l out of mine i. through Mine B, and that r.o r.ould 
not be able to "ork unless 17(: joined the tnUTED IUNE 10llCEffiL, The lottar 
stated that ~f n, joine:d the United !Iine ,;okers that l!ine /, r.ould be 
opened, and 'r.e 'I"'ould be cblc to T·Ork. He ~nviied uo all to join the 
U1ited l!inc \:orl;er~. I think all of the men at Hinc 1. got such alettcr. 
I do not renccbcr "hat hap;>encd to r:cr copy. 

"Follm'ing th~ cnnOunC=Ollt in thlJ paper thct Elshof! 'as aoing to 
operat.e luno 1., and the receipt.of thi s lett .. r the Spccinl !looting of 
local 1151 'F"i2t hold. I tlunk that the conr.littec: ":hich ~:ns electod that 
r,ight c::.uld not find Kl.slloff, and cru:\e b1'.ck and rcpertl..>d th.::t. The men 
on that cor:Jni.ttce that 1 c.-al rULlOlJbcr nrc' dead nCll"', l.t the Second /lectin!:. 
tho sa ,.1(,n r3ported that fact, nnd a nor! C01.ll.;1ttee Toas llppoin'tod to see Elshoff. 
This nCfl corrut tell "('ns !lado up of oen fron the 28 Tho had not 'r.anted to form 
tho P!l; in 1932. I think thnt thoy got Mold of Kl.shofi', but I do not knCll"'. - . 

".lOt the first oecting n,t nuchr:as done but talk about the situatiOll. 
the possibility of mt being nblo to v:ork ltine A Then thay woro takint ' 
coal out fr.m B, etc. The cO:lInttelJ being appointed ,ens about .the on!y 
business taken place. 
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Fe: JOHN L. L:EfIS, ET loL. 

a 
others t.llkcd. They Sin the; tUlle would be 'I':orkoo if "'e TlU'\U.<l 

the' tit,. _ thror. his h.:lt on the floor, Illld said that lYe T.erc going 
.)'Ver to the Ul~ tho!'}. Thc.t is ~'hon I decided thnt they union would prob-
e,bll IP ClVor, e8 I got up end left right then. -

"lJlDthcr nceting TlUS held at fudn:m' s hall /l couple of days later. 
:;: did nut go to that nccting, but I S<1I: annDUOCCI'1ents !I1ld o.dvertiscoents 
in the pa:>er ab:mt this ncetin:;. EdDunson WilS supposoo to have tillked to 
the r.1<31 at that neeting. ----

"I hev!' read t.;'c above statcncnt on ttis and four other pages • 
.Lt ~s illl true an d accuro.te. 
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REI JOHN L. LEWIS, £TAL 

. 
~ Acents_ 
...--- does Dot \lnd..-

, 18 not 111 
possession of suoh pertinent information. Due to his inabilit,y to olearly 
understand, he is Dot reoolllllJ8nded as a witness. m. statement is a. tollow .. 

to 
the Fe 
_do to me to 

~d 

• Springfield, Illinois 
September 18, 1943 

make the following voluntary statement 
lcnowing them to be Spaoial Agents in 

lIo threats or promises havo boan 
induoe mo to mAko ° statemont. I prosontly resido at ............. 
run omployod ut lOin:> A. 

"I _s born oamo to tho 
U. S. in_. I am not a U. pIlpors. 
r ~vo boon a minor most all of ~ lifo and joined ~i whon I oame to Sprin~ 
field. I startod at Mino A a.bout .ond when Progrossive startod in 1932 
I also joinod. I hnd nothing to do ,nth forminG F .M.A. Illld I am not sure 'Why 
P.M.f •• startod; thoro vro.s soma troublo with JOH!i L. LEWIS. 

"In tho foll of 1941, I got 0 lettor from RYAN tolling ~t 
he hod sold Mino A to ELSHOFF. Evorybody 80.1d if 'Wo didn't join U.X.Yi. tho 
mine wouldn't opon, othors so.1 d thnt if 'WO joinod U .M.W. wO 'Would go baok to 
work. I don't undorsto.nd E~li8h too 'Woll and tUn not suro as to ovorything 
that wes 1I0.1d. 

"I .... ont to ° lOOoting on Monroo Stroot betwoon 4th IUld 6th 
and thoro wns u lot of discussion os to whot tho men would do. K08t of tho 
mon 80id wo would havo to join U.K.'I. 11' 070 wont bo.ck to work. Thoro_s 
about oighty mon ot this mooting. I didn't soo any tights, no ona throo.ton­
od or boot mo. I noxt wont to 0. mvoting o.t tho Elk's Club. EDMUNDSON 
to.lkod thoro. I don't undorstand 0.11 of tho English words but ho 80.id if 
YO wo.ntod to join U .M.W. we could, but wo di dn' t hovo to. Ho 80.id thoy 
didn't wc.nt any troublo. Everybody signod up for U.M.W. thon, I did too. 
v~t also could I do - I wo.ntod to koop ~ job and 0.11 tho rost of tho 
follows joined U .H.W. Tho un1o'l8 nro nbout tho sruno o.nywo.y. 

ft.This e.to.tomor.t bas boon rood to mo by_ o.nd it ie 
and corroot to tho bost of ~ memory. 

/s/ 

U. S. Dopt. ot Justioo· 
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Spod el "!;onts 
_bo.r£i 

spee-ks in c. very brokon dialo~bolievod th:>.t ho 1«lul" be 11 peor 
wi;;ncss in'lsDuch as it wc.s very difficult to IIII1ko him unc'.orstand tho mean­
ing of qu'_stions put t~unts. Thoro is lIot forth below tho signod 
Gtatoncnt ex~cuted by ........... 

J5tc.telilont, 

"I \"r-S bvn. 

·Sopt. 17. 1943 
Sprinbfiald. !11~ 

m~J:o th" fcllo·iTin,; voluntury atv.toment to 
W. 4:;onts of tho Fodord Buroeu of Invos­

pruniscs h~vo boen m~do to induco mo to make any 

to tho U. S. in 
I 11 

"-GUT·eSS 

"I str.rteel wC'rkint, ret :.Iinu A in 1927 (\ joinod tho PHI> in 1932. 
·'/hun I hunr," th: t Ry·~n hed SGlc Mine 1. to Oshoff I WtlS r.fruid I would 108c 
my jub. Evorybody sf.id Elsl:cff mro-ht not ,)pen the mno. 

"I den't unLerst~nc LlUch ~lb11sh 110 I hr.vo nevor gone to ronny 
union moetings. I .tent to the ::.ooting nt tho Elks Club in tho 1'0.11 of 
1941 c.nd jolnou the U. w.';. wh&n 0.11 the rest cie.. 1I0DOc'y ovor DOll" me 
up unr. I joinsd UU; baCkUS" I thuuLh I >IOu1dn't bo o.blG to w"rk if I c! idn't 
8i(n. 

"This stc.tomont has boon rDut. tc mo by 
atnto it 1s tru.- tc, the best or my nO!:lury. 

.. ·.litne8socl 

• -

/s/ 

Spocio.l .h.,;cnts. F. B. I •• 
U~ S. Dop't. of Justico." 
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oon',e1,n1,n£ 
a witness. His stAtement is as 

a 

II I, 

by Speoial ~ent. 
Be know. but 11 tth 

not reoommended ~. 

Springfield, Illinoi. 
Septombe:r- 16, 1943 

~ the following voluntary to 
I11III. knowing them to be Speoial ~gents in 

gation. No threats or promises have be,m made ti:>me to 
statement. 

in about 

Progressive 
men wore satisfied. 

Mino ~~ 
~~en I stArtod at Kine ~ 
Im=, the union w 0.& all 

maJcen 

and_ 
mining 

Prior to that 
I joined the 
right and the 

"The mine 'WIl8 o1osod in tho sUIllIlIOr of 1941 and SOlllO­

time during late summar I learned thAt tho mino hAd boon sold to ELSHOFF. 
It didn't moan o.nything to me when I hanrd of it. I know there _were 
some maetings hold by the men from Kine A, but the only one 
I o.ttendod wns at the Elks Club. talked at this meeting. I re-
member that at this maeting someone that unlo&& we joined U.M.W. 
ELSHOFF would not open Mine J., or else he would hoist oonl from )line J. 
through Mine B. 

"The men voted to join U.M.Vi. at this time, it IIOOIU 

to me the men stood up. Vie signed oo.rds to join U .lI.n. EDWNDSON tnlked 
to us at this meeting but I do not remombor whAt ho tAlked about~ I didn't 
pe.y muoh attention to whr~t wo:s going on; I wc,., jYst fooling around. I 
_8 not threatened or beaten but joined U .M.YI. freely, to keep 111:f job, it 
didn I t m:>.ke o.ny difforenoe to mo. l{hon we wont bnok to work under U .M.W. 
things wsre about the s~, I didn't see any differenoe. I quit Hine ~ in 
January, 194:5 beoause I wo.ntod to ,,,t another job. The minos \lerO not good 
forme. 

"I hr.vo roo.d tho above sto.tement and deolare it to be 
true o.nd oorroot. 

I I 
lSI 

u. S. Dopt. or Juitloe" 
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no 

interviawed by SA's--. 
to be .inoer~ 

m'Mi_'"ion of value to instant oa ••• 
It 1s believed he would make ~esa. 
signed statement exeouted by IIIIIIIIIIIJ 

There 18 aet forth below the 

IDBnt to 
Investiga 
any statement. 

oitizen ~ 
A since _ .. 

It 

"I ?Ie. s born 
I reside at 

Sept. 16. l~ 
Springfield. Ill. 

make the follcwr1ng voluntary at&te­
l>jJ,.,,~ .. l Agents of the Federal Bureauof' 

have beeD me.de to ind'.l.oe II1II to Jllake 

beoame a U. S. 
employed at Kine 

"I was work~ng at Mine A in 1932 when the progre88ive union 
was started and I joined the PMA then. I never have gone to IIIIlny union meet­
ings and nover paid muoh attention to union business. 80 I do not know muoh 
about tho union aotivity e.t Mino A. I don't like trouble and it doesn't 
·make any differenoe to me whioh union I belong to as long as I work. 

"I reoall tho.t ).!ine A shut down in the spring of' 1941 and 
sometime in the early fall I saw in the po.per thnt RYiJi had sold Jfine A to 
EI.SHOFF. I didn't feel bad about it and had no feeling or opinion that the 
mine would be operated by united mn. 

"I know that the P.lI.A. held soma meetings in the month ot 
Sept. a8 the other men told me o.bout it. I didn't attend any of the meetings 
at the P .M.A. hall or Redman He.ll. I allo remember going to a meeting on a 
Sundny And at thnt time the men deoided to join the United. I don't knaw 
for aure whore this meeting _8 held, but I remember EDMONDSOM talked. I 
know the meeting vms not flt the U.M.W. or the P .M.A. hIlll. I joined the 
U ,M.W. at this meeting, but do not remember any of the names of the speakers 
or whflt they talked about. 

_and it is 
Witnesses. 

u. S. Dept. 

"This stlltomant hns bean T81ld to me 
true to the best of my memory. 

/s/ 
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RE I JOHN L. LEWIS, ETA.L 

)eel1"·J. A.gents 
tr1endl1 and 00-

oper information oonoerntac 
tha datai 1 a of the "1 tah If neoes$!l,."'"'Y, hO'W'over i he 
could be used as a Wi tn".s to testify to those _ttere aet out in the .follOW­
ing statement. 

ment to 
of 

Sept. 16, 1945 
Springfield, Ill. 

lDIlke the f'ollOl'ling voluntary .tate-
• Special ~entB of the Federal Bureau 

p,-OlDiees have been _de to induoe me to 
mnke any statement. 

"1 was born and presontly live 
nt I 1933 de IlJlI still em-
pI e. IIliner ror some time before I went to work at 
).\ine J,. I think a lot of the men wore in favor of the P .M.1 .. beoause they 
W!l.nte d to get rid of IE,;rs. ""st 0::' the men liked PWO a: everything went 
along good lL"ltil Yine 1-:.. liInS fold by RY.iMi to EU;;HOFF~ 

"I reonll thnt in the enrly rall of 1941 I heard that Rl1J 
had sold Mine h to ELSHOn. I don't reoo.ll haw I exactly hoard about it, 
but remember I thoul!:ht fl.t tho time tho.t I might not hnve JSV job. 

"I reJIlDmber that aome timo in the first _Elk of Sept. 19*1. 
I went to n meeting at the P.M.J.. This meeting _6 onlled tor the purpose 
of finding out ~hether or not tho men would join the U.MS'. I think it 
_s settled thr.t ELSHC>FF intended ~o 0 orute tho mine only with United man. 
This meeting W!l.S presided over by und I believe a oommi ttee WIlli 

appointed to go IIee ELSHOFF about t e openior; of the mine. ' 

"I also went to a aGoond mGet1ng at the P.H.A. r~ll a short 
timo after the tirst and I believe that ut thut time the committee reported 
thllt if 200 progressive men joined U .M.il •• then ELSHOFF' would open the mine. 
I don't remember any other details of this meeting. 

til 0180 went to n meeting fl.t RedmOn Hall and _reported 
that ELSHOFF had snid that if the men joined U.K.rj. he would ~e mine. 
I do not know of !lny fighting thut took plaoe at o.ny of these meetings '" 
I dan't know any further datuils about these meetings. 
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RE. JOHN L. W:IS, .&T.hL 

"I next went to a meeting at the Elks Club and I reoall that 
it was at this meeting that we were told that unless we 
joined U.M.W. we wouldn't be .. bIe to ';0 to work. I reoall 
that a standing vote _s ttlken to join the United a: everyone 

indioated they wanted to join U.K.':;. I signed a D.MS!. card that nite. I 
reme:nb~r that ED!~OKDSON oame to the meeting but I oan't remember what he 
talked about. 

"I hAd bden out of work onoe before for over two years and 
the only thing I was interested in WIl5 in keeping 'I1fII job. I didn It oare 
which union r belonged to as long as I hold my job. I was never beaten up 
or forced to join any union. Other than as s~t out abovu, I do not ~ve any 
informction as t~ why the men all joined Unitvd. 

"I hav" reo.d over this statemen'o of 3 pnges and it 1s true 
to the bast of 'I1fII memory. 

lsi 
~7i tnossed: 

Speoial Agonts, FBI 
U. S. Dept. of Justioo· 
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Re: JOHN L. IE.;rs, ETAL 

telligence and although 
P.IL.A. He furnished nO information of particular value and his value 
witness for the Government is doubtful. His statement is as follows: 

aSpringfield, Ill. 
Sept. 15, 1943 

following voluntary statement to~ 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investiga­

Dn~L:lseS have been JT.ade to induce me to make any statement. 

"I was born and became a U. S. citizen 
through II\Y fat~. I have mv and was foremen for Pea-

. for aboat. years end other mines. I presently reside a~ 
I ha~ been enployed by the l:lne A Coal Company for ~_, 

presently work ni,;hts at the mine I join~d th~.Ii.". 
when I first started in as a miner. 

III was at Kine A in 1932 when the state went progressive and joined 
the P.LA. at that time. I was satisfied with the U.1:.". and didn't approve of 
the formation of the P.LA., but I didn't take al\Y active part in tbe oppositio,' 
The truth of the matter is that although I paid dues in the P.~.A. I never 
actually Signed a card for the P.~.A. I have never paid much attention to 8~ 
of the union activities, but have always been more in favor of U.)i.li. I always 
felt there should be only one union in the mines and there wasn't any need for 
P .le.A. For a majority of the time I have been at rine A I have been working 
nights, and in view of that fact I have never had much contact with the men at 
the mine. 

"I cannot recall dates at all, but we shut down at J.:ine A every 
spring that RYAN OI'Ined l.:ine " 50 I imagine we also shut down in the spring of 
1941. I believe that I received a notice from RYAN to the effect that he had 
sold ~ine A to ELSHOFF. 

"At about that time there were a lot of rumors going 'around 85 to 
what WaS going to happen at lfina A. Some said it wouldnft open and other: 
said it would be JT,ined through l!ine B. 

"l went to a meeting at P.~.A. 
the meeting seemed to be presided over by 
gave a litt1.e talk and suggested that the men 

abc)ut that time at which t1me 
I recall. that 

they wanted to belong to. 'When the mine was 501.d by RYAN I heard that ElSHOFF 
had made the remark that he W!lS going to operate ).line A the same as l:ine B. I 
think most of the men felt there was a possibi1.it,y that on~ U.~.W. men would 
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Re : JOHN L. lE;iiIS, ET AL. 

Ir 
"be 'employed at lane A. I believe there was a group at I 

5 or 6 progressives who were members of another local, • 
who came to that meeting. It was supposed to be onq 
a meeting of the local at liine A and I think sane of 

the men resented the fact that these men were caning over to our meeting. ilben 
it was apparent that an argument might arise and ~be a little trouble, I de­
cided to leave the meeting. I didn't attend any other P.~.A. meetings during 
this period an~ did not go_ to the meeting at the Elks Club. 

"During this entire period I was working as a company employee on a 
salaI)' basis so naturally I I didn't pay much attention to the act1vit;y of the 
men at the mine during the ~rs. -

"r am quite sure no vote was actually taken at the Iteeting I 
attended as described above, but I heard at a later date that all of the men 
had signed up with United. I believe I signed u~ with United about a week or 
two before the ~ine opened that fall. I was the last engineer to sign up and 
to the best of IIli' mer.:or:,- I signed up at the U.L\,. hall. No threats were ever 
made against me. 

n I haVe read over this stat€:IDent of 4 pages B..t"'ld wish to state it is 
true to the best of ~ memory. 

Special Agents, F.B.I. 
U. S. Dept. of Justice." 
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RE, JOlIN L. WiIS, ETAL 

~ by Special Agents-... 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIII 8 ~ very .xcitable~ 

was coherent nory trom hiJII 
relative to his knOWledge of instant caSe. It is believed he would make .. 
poor witness. __ exeouted the following Bigned statemen1a 

to 
Ves 
any 

.. Springfield, Ill • 
September 16, 19~ 

make the following voluntary statement 
1al Agents of the Federal Bureau of In­

promises have been made to induoe me to make 

"1 am pres A and reside ~t 
~ born on and became II. U. S. 0 

IriIlb~ I have been most my life and have been .. 
member of the U .M.W. sinCe about 1 started working at Mine A in 
1940 and had preViously joined P 1932. Wost of the men were not 
sa tisfied wi th the U .M.W. and I 1'0 n that the P .W.A. should be started so 
the men would be satisfied. 

"I'ihen 1 started working at Mine A 1 t dido 't seem to me that 
the men were sati&fied. The officers in the P.lI.A. wa.nted to hold their 
offioe longer than they were suppoced to and were not keeping their promises 
made to the men in P .M.A. I don't believe the men were satisfied wi 1h the 
way the P.M.A. offioers "ere ~oting. 

"1 reoall that the mine shut dawn in the spring of 1941 
and later on in the early fall I got a letter that RYAN had sold Mine A 
to ELSHOFF. Vihen I heard that ELSl'llFF had bought the mine I also heard 
that ELSHOFF was going to olose tho mine. I heard that the P .K.A. men 
had severnl meetings 1n the fall of 1941, but I never attended any of 
those meetings. I heard that all of our men had turned over to Unitel 
at the meeting at the Elks Club, U.lt I don't Icnow any of the details of 
those meetings. I don't oare what union I belong to as long as 1 have a 
job. After I heard all the men had joined U .M.W. I went up to the U .K.W. 
hall and signed up with United just a short time before I started ba.ok to 
work at Mine A in the fllll of 1941. I do not Icnow why the men all joined 
U .1l.VI. but I was not beaten up or threatened. 

~I have read over this statement of 2 pages and wish to 
state it is true to the best of rrry memory. 

Spaoial Agent~,FBI 1.1 
tr. S. Dept. of Justioe" 
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iEt JOHN L. ZZ;VIS. ET 4. 

• was inte§H~ 
Speoi!>.l ""gents 

W!l.S fairly intelligen 
demoo.nor in D.nGWoring ~~~~~~u beouuse 0 

questions t~t ho will bo only 
oh~rgos of investigation. His 

uppeoro.noo 
1\ fnir Wi tnoss. 
8tu tetlent i8 us 

& hils boan "nested GIl 
tollCli7s, 

"springficld, Illinois 
Septembor leo 194~ 

~ •• OU1"V B~u'oerlC'n~ ~d. 
whO!!l I lmO\'I to Jc Spooiul "Gents of 

Fedorul Bure::.u o~ Invost~gation. 110 thrccts or prCl:li8cB of ~ 
kind hc.ve b"en =cle to mc. I hc.vo been told I nood not C/.J::e o.ny 
stateMent und th:lt this statoment QL.n be uscd in oourt. 

"I wus born in 
I UID now onployed o.t lline ns Co working t. 

this mine .inao nbout _ "t thl:.t tino I wt.s n nonber of tho U.H.II. 
whioh union troo.ted no O.K. I beo~lc dissutisfiod in 1932 with tho 
U.M.H. und weB in f::.vor of the oh=Ge to the Prol;rcBsive Uinc l1orkors. 
1 wt;.B (l. cenber of P&1 until 1941 nnd I 'WUs satisf'iod with this union 
'" 11 tha timo I be lOIlbod to 1 t. I would be " Donoor yet if th<> 10001 
h:J.do't ohuD!;ed. -

"I first ho"'rd about tho s4lo of IUno " •• " te ElSHOFF when I 
reoeived a letter frcr. BILL R-:,..l, in whioh he at"tod thc.t ho ~.d Bold the 
mino o.nd tht.tt I wus no lonGer un oJ:ployoo of Hino "J.". Uhon I Got this 
letter I thought I ...... 8 out of 0. job "-Dd thct I would hG.vo to find r.nother 
job. 

"I did not I..tto!ld any <5f tho spooial l100tillbs hold by tho 
ornployocs of l{ine .,." to deoido 'Who.t tr> do. I first fow~ 
the 10001 ht.td swunG ovor to U!!T "hell I eot a lottor frOl!l _ 

_ tollinG no tht.tt if I v-L"lted f"O' job I ht.td bottor "ane out thore 
"'!ld Si6n up with YJ1, t~t 1t wouldn't oost no unythin&. I WUll 

one of tho lc.st non to sib'll up whi~h I did tit tho United Hino \/orkors 
&'>11. If I h;..d r:ry <ffm way I I d IItill 00 l\ lJ.oubcr of tho P .11.'1. boo(.use 
tho ?lI..'7 hus more respoct rvr the wishes of the rt..nk: lin'; file o.nd 0004USO 
RH 11 u. mora denoorat;" orgL.Dizc.tiun. p.li.n. ,,1110 provides bettor 
wc·rking oond i tiona. 
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REI JOHN L. LEns. ET • .1.. 

~ 
~ 

n-.1i tnoSSOUI 

Sprin,,;ficld. 

"I ~v(j rond the within ISto.tan=t oun­
sistinl; of two p"!,;eB und it is n11 'tt'110. 
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Rlh JOHN L. LEI'fIS, ET AL. 

"Springfield, Illinois 
bcpt~mbor 16, 1943 

to 
old, 

Spo of 
No ~hrC~tB or premisos of ony 

huve boon lU"de to me; I b-va boen told I neod not t.I!,ke ony 
stQt(m~nt und thnt this stc.to,"ont onn be usod in oourt. 

nI ""8 born in 
United Stutes in _ I 
Stutes ut Springfield, Illinois 

I ontored tho 
1'!:1_~Qn of tho United 

"I begun "orkin/; in t:,c rlinos in _ joining the United 
Mino 'lurkers. I rever held cmy off:'oo in !lIlY union. I = prosontly 
C\1lployod at Mine "A· "S n Tro.ok layer. I _s first cnploycd c.t Uinc 
·A" in_ I joL'lod tho ProgrosGivo ,forkors Union in 1952 beouuBo 
tho nfljority joined. 1\\'" ... 8 8cctisi'ied \lith oondi-;ians undor und in 
both tho Unitod 1!inc irorkors [.nd tho Pragrossivo Yino ilvrkors Unions. 
It ooesn't noJcc ... ~ differenoe tc no whio:, union I belong to. 

"I first hec.rd ~bout tho 8,,10 of Hino "At! by roooiving c­
lattor frcn Mr. BILL RY"N tollin{O flO ho hud sold tho nine. I thoU!;ht 
naybe ! would 105" 'ElY job booc.usc I know SLSHOFF fIlvorod tho Unitod 
),line 'Iorkers. I did not he":" tiny runors tho.t ELSHOFF ,1tlS (;oing to 
shut d~wn f!ino .,." or w,. s :;"L'1f; to hoist oc ... l out through Mine "B". 
I don't rOl'1enbcr nttcndinr, <my of tho nootin/;s (;f the employoos ",1' 
Iline ~,," nt whioh it -"8 dooidod t,: join tho U.lN. I SiGned up with 
Ul!1 "t tho United Hinc Il'Jrkors Building. I un nut in fuvllr uf ona 
union oval' th~ other. 

"I blve bean rcc.d this stutonuut (Ionsistint; of two p<.ges unci 
it is ull true. 

• Springfield, 111.-

po 410 -



t ',-- , 

I ': \ , 
r 

I 

, 

RE: JOHN L, U;;.IS, ET itL. 

v:t.s eocpero.t.1vo it 
L:,<lch a. m. ....... s 
frem RJ.. tc "r.<I.. 

( ~ 
\.. 

Althou;;h 
malcft a toed 

Pk" durinc tho period when tho men 
has n(; knc-wn crininal rocord. 

The fell~ingsignod 8tatement ~8 ~btainod from 

"SprinGfield. Ill. 
September 14. 1943. 

str.tenent. 

Spri:\efiel<!~ '. 
cir.l J.(;onts _ 

t'le Fed"rll.l l'uroo.u of InvostiGoticn. 
hr:.vo been nndv to cc.u.sc rlC to make t~.iB 

n I v:tlS bern in e;nd omic;rc.tel to U.S. 
in _ I Clr.~iti "y r whe was no.turc.li&ed 
when I vms nbcut ycr.rs 011. I first stnrte1 working in tha n~no8 about 

_ joininG UK .• r.t th"t time. 1 s-Gnrtod at lane A in 1940. ,.hen I 
started at I:ino A i was a1ruady a pcllbor of P.~.~. havinC jcined at Panther 
Creek #2 in 1932. I wc.s in faver cf tho naw Progro vo Union and stuok 
cut cf w..;rk fer flOur years on account of' it. I om 

UI fcuncl od sbcut the sal" 'Of ::1no A man I £O't a latter from 
J.:r. Ry..n st.yin.; tlu.t he hr.1 sold the nine end that I 1<'US reloo.sod. J.t tho 
tL~8 I get this lott~r I was w~rkir-L nt Punt~~r Creek ~ Ie I didn't werry 
c. let abvut. my job et ~inc A. Bofore ~.Ryr~ scld the ~e I felt thnt »T. 
Ry= and P.:J.. w"re Gettin,:, alan;:: Br.l,'othly. About the t1mc Vf the sale of 
lZinc A I don't recall My "rr;ani Z0rB ccntt.ctinc I'lO IUld tryinc to eat me to 
join m:."". I r..;er.ll hoarint; thct it th" 1:ine i.. r.um dim't join m::riA that 
~r. EIsh:ff wa' ccine to h~ist ~inc ~ oor.1 thrcugh Mine B. 

"I:ii:ln't c.twn1 any of the nCGtinss where tho FtlA or its Mine 
A !!liners discussc~ the sf,lc "r lane A cr ttolked abcut sw1tchinr; Union 
affiliaticns. I wc.s wcorl;:illL r.t Pr..Ilther Cruek #2 ~.nd building r:J'3 present 
bene at the ti!'IL "n1 di:ln't have tirw to attend the !"If)ctinclo 

"Tho :by 1line A reopenod Jc.ck Kec.rs the Supt. or.me &orter me to 
[0 to work. I r.cnt out there nn1. had to jC'in tTJril!. before I COy} i go to 
v:ork. I ,.auld rnther rove relllC'.1nod Pr0f,ress1ve but I necdorl too job .0 I 
joined tn.r.i1J.. 

"I have rac.d the above It pae;os of volunt~.ry stC\tenonts _do by 
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BE, JOHN L. IE.lIS. ET 41.. ,r 

~. They ~re true and correct. 

(II) l 
.. i tnesse 1, 

Speciel Aeents, FBI • • 

.' 
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He: .lOW L. LEiII.:., f.T n, 

1943, a 
Illinois, v;r " .... "Cl." ... '''''>!"\T.~ 

_ He WOlS entirely cooperative ano 
~ip cor.cerni~g this ir.vestigation. ne appeared to be more intelligent 
than the average miner ar,d an honest and reliable person. It is believed. 
that ir the event :!.t is felt his testimony will be of value that he nll 
be fomd to be a good andutlling witness. 

~Ill. 
5ept. 17, 1943 

give the following information to 
are known to me to be Sp-::c. Agts. of the F.B.I. No 
have b.?en L~de me to procure thSi· statement. I am 

th:?rz for the past s. I was bom 
I came to U.S. in nd became a 

• In 1932 when the local at ~ne A went 
the P.1:.,., them. now! would rather be with U.M.ii. 

as there ar~ very few mine!: and~iI I hac! to get another job it would 
b~ hard if I was Y;ith In 1941 I read ~n the papers that Eishoff 
W::lS taking onr lLir,e '.11 I, I 3.150 hco:>.rd this from the men. I f"lt when I 
h:o:>.rd t;..,is th3.t I l.ould lUv£ to go to U.Ii,.f. or I would have no job. Fro~ 
1932 to 1941 I was satisfisd with the Progressives~ ~hey always treated me 
pretty fair. r;o one came to see me about going back to U.),{,W. they were 
going 50me places but they never came to mine. At th€, time Elshoff bought 
»ine A I heard they might take coal from ~e A through ~e B this was 
just talk.L I f<clt if that happened I would be out of a job. There were 
SO:::£O guys in the P.1.I.J\.. who '"orksd 3.t Joiine A who said that if we dont 
go to U.l.!: .... the mine will not reopen. I figgered that if I didn't Join 
the U.K.w. I would loose my job forever. 

"I atknd~d r.:cetings at P.M.A. Hall -where soma !!:En wanted to go 
to U.II.ii. and som.:: Tl3.nted to stay. I saw trouble was colting 50 I left 
I saw a fight in the strc but Iw~s across the street then. Some -
feHo,:: :!.n our min2 l1C..l!'ed t :,eat uP. they tore his shirt off. They 
elected a co=-itke ",hile there and-tney· went donn to make a phone 
call and th3.t IS when the fight started~ I do!!!: know Who c,,"used the trouble. 

"I also went to a meeting at Redmanls Hall I heard of this from 
the other men. inc purpos£ was to SJd if we Wt;re going baCK t.O U.J.:.". 
TIl.:: majority at this meetir.g voted to go back. This was an Ojll n vote. 
l:.drnundson did r.ot t:ilk .::t th3.t meeting. This was not a regular P.M.A. 
mectir~-!he local officers were not there. 
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Re: JOllV L. IEiiI5, ET AL. 

"I went to t.he meeting at the Elks Club a b1XIch 
of fellows asked me to go OOll'Il and I went. Ite voted 
bdore Edmunson came doWll_ As I recall the vote W!lS to 

decide Whether or not we war-ted Edmundson to come doll'Il to talk to us ... 
_'lS in crorge of thl.s meeting • .E.d:nundson nade a speech and a 
~u"stior.s were asked he told us if we came back we would not have 
to p"y any fee, and there wotfcI be no discrimination ag~il'st us. I voted to 
go b~ck, b~cause I naeded my job and felt I had to to keep it. I was 
not'" rr.el!'ber of any committee and did not go from thE Elks meeting to 
Edmundson or Elshoffs office nor did I go to' the Leland Hotel. There 
did not s"~m to be any divided groups at these l!l€:etings it just seemed 
like 3 bunch of men tryir.g to £i;Cg~ what to do. - -

"5ince 1941 wh~n the U,1;.". c:>.r.:e back things have been a little 
better but I think t~~s is because of the sh0rtaga of men, otherwise 
things 3r0 ~bout the s~me. 

"I MVE. had Ag,"nt _ read to IX this st!itement which is 
7.TH ten on this and t •. o other p3::~s.L It is :lll true to the best of 
my knowledge "'lOd bElief. I arr. Signing this of my o~m fNe 1fill as it is 
!ill trUf:. 

".Ii tnesses: 

/"/~I. 
1iiIIiIIiiI' 
~p~ci~l Agent F.B.I. 
5prir.gfi€ld, Ill. 
Sept. 17, 1943" 
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RE. JOHN L. IE.;IS, ET JU.. 

Springfield, ILL:LD<)l 

thc,t he Y10U 

portent <-vonts in the MinE A cc,8o. 

Special 
cooper"-tivo but it is not bolieved 

his lack of knowlodgo of im­
has no moY:U crimin,,-l record. 

He furnished the following signed stE.'t<lInE:llt I 

"Springfield, Ill. 
September 14, 1943. 

"I 11'&" born 
str.rtod v:orking in tlic 

, Springf~ 
to Spoci"-l Agcnts~ 

cf the Fadon.l Bure"u of Investigc.tion. 
=dc to c(;,usc me; to mnkc this statelllOnt. 

I first 

never hold an office in any union. 
out E.t ~n0 ;. Sept. 7, 1913. 

time. I have 
unemployed having quit 

ItI sto.rted to ~ork at l.I1no J. Sept. I, 1935, ch('nging over to the 
PMA at timt time. I had been out of work for 3 vellrs r.nd 8 months IUld 
wo,nted c. job. I didn't cnre which union 1 b~lon~od to. I wns working ~t 
Pc£.body #53 wh"n PI':", ."."s formed. I took no active part in either union 
=d hE.rdly anr Iltt.:ndod " union m"cting. During the Ilhove mentioned 
period timt I w::l.S out of work I sto.yed aw,,"y frOT:! the minos bec(\uso I didn't 
T/ont to get into =y trouble. 

Itl w~s employod E.t Mine A us u muintenp,nce mnr. ut the t~Q Yr. 
Elshoff bought it. ~.e were not working ot th£t time however. I just 
heard Ilbout the sc.lc from the n<-'Wspr,por. '.nen I roc.d nbout the ac.le I 
figured toot I'd have to ch::.ugo over to Ul.~ • .A to hold rrry job &./I Jir. 
Elshoff's IUne B "as Ulf';;'. 

"So fnr as 1 laww tho R:4 end J.:r. R;yc.n wen getting nlong fine 
at the timo of allie. 

"I WIlS never approached by nny orgc.niters and asked to join U(,0l. 

-I ncver hUllrd any rumors thnt Hr •. Elshoff WIlS going to oporllto 
aino I. thrQugh lfine' B or' that he would opel:l.ll:~e A OJ) the condition that 
Mine A employees join m.r,u... 

-I hAve no knowledge of any P.UA meetings where the sale of Kine 
A was diacussed, ~d 1 never Ilttended Qny meeting nt the Elks Club where 
RiA voted to join UIlilA. The first timtl I mew about )line A gQ~ to open 

. , 



.. 
R1<:. .T,)HN L. lZ.,IS. >n AL. 

\ 
\ 

Ulf.J.. wns when I got < ... _< ...... n •• DiC b:.ck to 
work. I did rQturn to ~ S~C job, but ~d to 
join OCJ.. I didn't care which union I belonged 
to 80 long ns I wns working agn1n. 

"I have rend the above 1 3/4 p"-ges of voluntary ato.temcnts made 
by me. ~hO s~o nr~ true nnd correct. 

/s/ 

• 
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REI JOHN L. 1»iI5. ET1.L 

~ 
__ Special AGo:>ts 

C00pcrc.ti va. 
his c.ttitui.!o. 
to 11 OfTS , 

Soptoaoor 18. 
It is not believod 

Ho dieclo.imod any 

" 

"I, 
ing voluntary stat·Jl:lO!1 to 
I know tc bo Spaoial Acents 

by 
an 

o7orly 
l'tlko 0. goed wi tnass boco.;.tso of 

cr1mi=l racord. His ato.tor .. ant 1& 0.8 

........... I1line1. 
~18. 1943 

throo.ts or promisos of o.ny kind ho.v~ baon ondo to 001 I hovo 
nct mnko 0.01 stotanor.t, o..'ld tho.t this sto1;ooont oo.n ba usod in Court • 

thoro 
tho Procroso 
oloctad tc' my 

still amp1oyod 
I balonGad to 

I tv:>. vo boan 
laoll1 17840. 

~1 wr.s Il nor..bor of tho Pror,rossi vo !!ine Workers union from 
1937 until Scptol:lbor 1941 and I WlU satisfied with tho un1on. 

"I first hao.rd of tho slll~ of !'.ina -J." t~ El$HOFF by rOllding 
obcut 1 t in the; nowspc.por. I thou"ht toot I wns probably out of 0. job o.go.ir.. 

"I didn't t>.tteo.d o.o.y of tho meotings o.t which tho minora 
oonsidored nhothor or not they should ~c ovor to tho U!litod )lino ilorkara. 
~ihon I rood in the paper that tho man hod <iooidad to go over, I wont bo.ok tc 
the mno ond joinod tho mn thoro.. 

"I ho.vo cbsorvod thut br·th tho ProGrossive Uine Workars ILnd 
the United flino licrkors unicns o.ra o.bout tho 801:10 o.!ld I bD.vo no prQfereneo 
for eithor. 

~I havo rend tho wi thin statemont oonsisting of' ana ILnd 0. hc.lf' 
pnl;08 Md it 1 S 011 truo. 

lsI 
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RE I JOHN L. lE.-;1 S. ET J,J.. 

vms vory cooper~ 
A situation, cspocinlly c,f tho meetin& 

Club en ~,,!>-""""l>er 14, 1941. 
COLd witness bucausG 
whon he 15 t~lkinb' 
the fcllcw1nc: 51 

stu.tcnC!1t. 

P.Sprincfi01d. Ill. 
ScptGmDer 14, 1943. 

lewin: statGrne~t 
Speciel "c0nts of the Fade 

ses Lf [;Dy kir.1 h.."\vo boen Illllde 

"1 .. "s b~'rn in I crun to America 
in _ r.n:: w"s nc.turnlizc': n the iiiines in 
lonEric" in _brincinc r.r.r cnrel with me and jcinine 
m;.J.. I k.V0 Lover hele!. "-L c1'f108 110 c.ny unicn. 1 en prosently eoployed 
~t :liM 1. Cr.eok #181., stertinc C.bcUt" 

"I felt thc.t the l:CW Prl~CNssivc Unien 'I'1&.S a bonn fide union as 
y(.u cculd. vetu for your choice which you coul1n't do in U1J0iA. 

"I recell catting notice in tho =11 of l'. rolonso frOt:l R;yun'a 
croplcym0nt since he hIlj sc11 the Un" J. to :":r. Elsheff. '"hen I got that 
nelice I realized that r:ry "brec.:! 4: buttEr" .. as at stllk~ and lcncrw that I 
we uU. have to join l¥ ..... t" k()cp r:ry jeb. Bofore l!r. Ryan scld :.:ino A to llr. 
Blsheff wo YlCrC g~ttinb alene fino under the P!:rt. union. no ell lost our _ 
vac"ti0n pay runcuntinL to $20.00 bOCCUSG uf the 8clo. 

"I wa3 DLv~r e~prcachcd by cny orranisers and asked to join ~u.. 
L'J chancinG frOJ;). Pi:/,. t" UL.il,. wus d~ne ef r:ry C'Vffi freo wi 11, but I kne?' that 
I ha,! to chc.nGc cr lesL r:ry job. 

-Thero .. erc I"Uncrs £oinC around nt this time to the offoct thnt 
lOT. ELSHOFF wr.S Coing t" r.crk 1:ioo J.. throll!ih Hine B, and aleo the liine A 
wou11n't open unless all <;1' the men jcinod tJl~. Th3se rumors di1 not 
cause I!IO to c~nbe unicns as I knew it would be hard to work )!ine • through 
~ine B beeause the cars were different 8i~e8. 

"I o.ttcn~,cd Il. l'Ie"tinC; c.t llc;dr.te;D' B &11 in Sprir.c;field. _ 
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REI JOHN L. u;.;rs, ET lJ.. 

"'Vlns in chc.rce Me he aei1 thr.t beceusc there wna 
~ of cld miners ct ~ine J.. 11' ... wC'uld l"se c,ur jobs 

unle6s we joined Ull.a.. At this meeting II cOlll!littce 
"as selected to tn.lk to llr.Elahoff. · .. bon the 

Committoe s"-w ~. Elshtff he acid that if they w~uld affiliate with ~~ 
VIC cculd (\11 U bnck to w,:rk with no c'.iscril:lination. .ic had tho meeting 
at Re.!zr.rUls jir,ll b~c"use it we.s fl neutral plc.ce and ." • .,uldn't hL.ve ~ 
tr ... ublc. 

"Later _e he1 a moetin[; at tro and I rcmemlior pi tch-
inc in a dine, (lech, tc pr.y for the he.ll. ..as Illso in cho.rge 
of thE. t neotin.:;. ..;,t this oe,,';in.:; wo 0.11 si v:hi clI mado us e. 
tH3mber of U";',;/.. ilL.y Edllcn:is0n of L:I.<!. spoke we sir;ned tho vcuchcrs. 
so.yin£ there would be no di~crimil,at:'on (~Fl thLt we Vlould hc.ve 1111 tho 
ri[hts &: pri vi1~..:.cc ,,1' the (rco.ni zuti(m (V:~ .. J\). "!:ter 1!1:'. Edmondson left 
w" turned in those v:,uchc:l:'s to WIC Ensell, Atty. for m;;'A, and anothcl:' man, 
when I believE we.s E ~",clldscn' s pri v"tc SGcrctary. He wns n. notary public. 
The, abcv" muetir.!; ,,'as on SLU~:i.:.y we. we went bnck to .,,-erk the next dny 
\U'l J.e I' U!.:;u.. 

"I recnll 1:r. E:lr..ondscn ""yinr in his tc.lk thc.t if Wi) w\luld 
j~in m.:.l.i. he wcuH secura nuthc.rit(ltion from lire Elsheff fer us to go back \ 
to wcrk bef. re sur.l:'ise, toot is he wc:uld Get permission for us to I:'cturn 
to work bef0re sunrise n.lthcugh we wrul~~'t ratum until tlw reGular time. 

"I 
to me by J.cent 

:titnosscdl 

consistinc of 2 3/4 PR£oS relld 
The Gem~ is true nn1 corroct. 

(8 ) • 

Sp:.;c1e.l J.tent, FBI. • 
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born in 

was interviewed at hil 
Springfield. Illinoi 

hI 

( , 

bece.me a He speales 111 th 
understands Et.~li.h we~l c.nd can well. He 

is slow ~nd methodic~l, but it is believed he wu~.u make ~ 8~tisfaotory 

witness. _ is nOYI amploy3d at lUno "A" anil o.dvisec he ho.s til vcr beon 
arrested. 

The follOl';inG statement \1'".9 obto.ined from 

"Springfield, Ill. 
Sept. 12, 19(3 

"I, 
voluntary 
Sp~cio.l Abents ~

rin fi~1d, Ill., make tho following 
whom I know to be 

of Inves 19o. on. make it without 
fe:l.r of thr·,:;ct, forcC' or ?romisu of a=y ~ind. 

"I \7o.s born in 
I bccnm~ 0. U. S. citizen 

:;cnd C8.I:lO to the U. S. in .. 

"1 sto.rtcd ,",orkbg in coal I!:ines b the U. S. in Springfield, Ill., 
in _ :it " .• hieh timo I wa.s Ii momber tof the United !:ine iVorkors of /un6ric!>. 
U~ion. I sto.rtoc working-at tho Mine "Aft in Springfield, in about ........ 
In 1932 our entire lJ~~ local ~c~t over to the ProGressivD Mine Work~ 
America. Unio". and 1 becanlo c. mumbcr of PHA. I jOinod PI.!A becauso they 
obt::.incd 0. cOlJtrD.ct '.-:1 th th: company opcrchng rine "A" nnd I WD.ntcd to go 
back to ~;ork. 1 ,",ciS not forced i" ":1y "ay to join PLIA. 

"I rcoa~."d n I'MA until ~!ine "An was sold in 1941. Fram 1932 to 
1941 1 thought P'.JA .:as op':ratcd as an honest u."lion =d I thought the officials 
"erc hone.t. I ncv< r noticed :L"ly ur.usuo.1 ~8SeS8!1l0nts and no one in a.cy way 
tried to g"t l!l(' to join 1M.";. There ;;oro 1:0 labor disputes, strikos, olose 
do",ms or picketins during this period of time. 

"In the Spring of 1941 Mine "A" closed down due to the usual sl~ck 
period of th:.t time of year. In about August of 1941 v:e road that Elshoff 
hud purchased Yinc "A" from Ry!lrl. The fueling umong the mon then beoa.ma 
that they would hnvc the souno trouble which the mon o.t lUna "B" had, with 
the tll.I:l. "'e thoUbht tho company could pull the c011 fro!:! Mine "Aw thru 
Hine "B" and V:O thought the company would do this. Thorofare. if ,,'6'Wilntod 
to work nt !fino "Bit which would rc~lly bo operating tine "A" w" would have 
to join UW'l. 
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Re: 

. 

JOIm L. LE'::IS, ET AL 

I 
/ 

I 
I . 

"The first time this entir~ ~ttcr wns discussod by PYA 
was the nirht "0 found out toot tho ),!ine "A" ho.d been 
sold, and this w~s on the eamo night as the regular PUl 
lOCoting. A special P14A ",eeting was thon held at PI4A hall 

to ~c~r th6 Pit C~7dttCC'B report, ~d I w~s presont. Tho committoe reported 
only enc~r tv,o men y,orking at !!ino "J..... At this meeting 0. co=i ttce of 
six w~s elected to se: Elshoff but they could not reach him by tolephone and 
another cornnittoe or six was elocted to 8Ge Falcetti, about three or four 
of this co=ittC( bdng the same £.s the first committee. __ 
I wo.s pr~s"nt when liD tried to loco.te Elshoff and couldn'~o.ck 
to the neoting and reportod ~o couldn't locate Elshoff. Wo had intended 
te discuss the intontions of his to open the mine and how he was going to 
opcrate it. Tho nuxt mornin!! tho corrnittoc, only five go1ng, ~,ent to 
:.cino "B" to see Fc.lcctti, :lnd we WSI,t tD csk hir.. whet thoy ,"'ero goillb to 
do :lbout operati"~ }~i"c "A". Fo.lcatti s,;.id ther~ were only two choices, 
thClt if the men ci<l:'.'t €:Q bo.ck to l!inc "J.", thoy ,;ould ho.vo to pull the coo.l 
thru Mine ttB". 

"r h:lc b('z!l rc"~ir.g 'The Frogr0ssive Miner', tho p!,!t\ pllper, and 
he.:: r:'o.d abo..,t a situo.ti,m in Kcnt1Jcq "hero the ~l"tional Lo.bor Relo.tions 
Po"rc h"nd(c down 0. decision tho.t if n comp:llly is op~rating a ~nc under a 
ccrt,;.in unian "-'10 th-:.t co::.pc.ny purcho.scs other mines, thos" other mines £llso 
hc.d to be op,'lro.tcd und~r that ccr~in union. I belioved that decision wtlS 

bin-cinc in our C:lse. '1:1[' 8~ I thought tho.t the only t· .. o choico. for us WIlS 

eithor to join mt7 to oporato ','inc "A" or l!ino "A" would be operated ~ 
:~inc "En. 

"Our co;.mttoc then reported bD.ok to PHi> at 0. Pllll meeting. 1:0 '\'Ioro 
tbcn instructed by P!~ te> soc Ewm.",c!s:m to seo what thE> cr.n.ncos 'Woro for us 
to bO over to tJ'.J'ii. TIo so.w Ed.r:uncsorc, c.nd iBnanswor to 0. direct question . 
frc~ no, he s:lid ~e could co~c into Ul~ as/nutonomoU8 group Ilnd not have to 
pay initio.tion fees. I bclioVGd thera would be no trouble to change to mm. 

It;. t the laot mooting hold in Pl.!A h:J.ll, 
tc ~c an a!1n~unccmcr,t that thorG would be 11 spe me 
Rall tho folbdng Friday. It ... ::.s r.t this moeting tha.t the 
reported ~ha.t Edmundson h~d said. 

requested me 
Ilt Redmo.n f s 

co=.ittee had 

"It ~o.s then movad th~t a sp~cial noeting be held the following 
Sunday tlt the Elk's Club to dceidt on our courso. At that meeting tho 
committee rcp~rtcd cn all things "hieh had hllppcnod for tho bonefit of those 
men who had not boen at tho other moetings when the committeo had reported. 
There were 200 mer. at th:>t ",ecting. A motion "o.s o:>do for these men to join 
lr'R :>nd it was adopted »ith one c\issenting v:)te. 110 one tD.lked Ilt tmt 
meeting, exco;>t the corr.q.ittco, until ::.rtcr the voting to go to UMI7 h:>.d taken 
pl:..co - and \mtil after the elcctbn of ~ffic:crs Md committeemen. _ 

- 421 -

'- - ------~--~-~----- ---~---~- ---~-

.. 



i 

J 

... 
Re r JOEl L. LE'Y1S, r:T .ttL 

tiiiiiiiiITH 

(co!1t1.nuJd) 

r .. nd oOr'."71i ":-·te~men 

w~s elected president anG ho asked the men it thBJ 
Yla!ltc,; to hoar Ec..":lundson, ancl then appointee a co:!ll!littoe 
to sot 1>-'=180n. Edmunds:m thcm talked, but I cannot 
rO'Jc::\bcr ~ih:lt ho said, nne than he invited all otficGrl 

to m=; hCll0quartors, 

"I fe~l c<;rtain ther':! W3.S r,:, physicnl forco of any kind usod to 
~~e 'these ~cn chan~J fror. Pl~ to DUN. I feol it WIlS just a situation 
v.'hich aroso ovcr ,,.hich thornen had n3 control, ::mel they changed to t1l!W 
because th"y did n~t '."1O.!"t to 1080 their jobs. 

"I h:LVC hc.:: this stato"lcnt of five po.ges read to.rne ana it is 'true 
o.n~ correct to tho b·ost of my kn~wlodge. 

"This st:ltO'ilC:1t ,":os rO:ld to _ at his rosidence and he 
c.dr.ittc:: cv,:;rytJ-,in: b it 7._5 true ar;~ He stated th;!t if the sa.mo 
questions wore askeG hi., u'1dcr o:.th os a 71it'1css. his answers would be the 
8&"'e as in this st~tcmcn.. [, statJc the i~for~~tion given in this state­
ment would be o;ivon by hiT!'. 'my ti!:le he w::.s asked for it, but he refused to 
sign his n:>fJC. 

Spoci::.l Abcnt, F.B.I. (si~nod) 
eci"l Agent, F.B.I." (si:;nea) 
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RE. JOHN L. wns. :iT hL. 

tr.orafo.e ~ oompleto 

j ~ ~, 
. ,-

! 

wus 
by Speoic.l i.gsl1ta 

Y!wblo to 
iriCierato"nd tho quostions 

nC't be obtuinod. 

furnished tho fello.ling stutomont. 
IlS int~rpreter in obt£.ining the atc.tomcnt set 

·Springfield. nl •• 
ScptambGr 14. 1943. 

Speoi ... l .. .gonts 
A'!"""'.'toH'''. no 

in obt~ining this st~tcmcnt 
in u oourt of luw. 

foroe, threllts or promisos ht,vc boon mud<: 
"'00 I know thr.t whut I mc.y '''y m(.y bo usod 

"1 'VIUS born 
~.S. in_.OO bocwno 
~n Springfi~ld, Ill. 

"I nu.vo been working at J.,fino 
now Wlployed ut Hino ",." lls C diggor. 

tI .. tI ,. 

to 
U.S. in 

..; .... _r. r,l..l'\lt+- _~,,.,,tt T fl.I':'l 131 ... .1. ... "' ... _ ... v-. ... ~ .... _ .. __ ' 

"I c.m Wl",blo to spco.k und undorstcnd English .uffioiontly 
to uodcrstund und c.newer questions. 

"I b-ve had this stutcr,l'>nt oonsisting of ono pugo roud to 
no ~n1 it is true ~d oorroot. 

"'iii tnessodl-

----------

illl ,'!';o:1t-F.a.1. 
"'-bent, F.B.I." 
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Re: JOW L. lEnIS, ET AL • 

.--awas cooperative but i . . that a 
good .... i tness because of hls la~edge of pertinent facts and 
events in the Alir.e "A" deal. _has no kn01ll1 cri!ll1nal record. 
He furnished the folloWing signed statement. 

. "I was born at 
iIC the mines in _ jo g "and have wo'r'ke"(; there cortinually since. 
as a driver. 

Ill. 
l?, 1943 

and !Started 
La]",,",,, at Hine A in 

I am presently employed 

"I was at )!ine ... when the .... hole group jOiroed up with PYA in 
1932. I thought PMA was alright. 

"I learr,ed about the sale of Mine A through a letter from 
~. Ryan. ~hen 1 got that letter I thought 'there goes my job'. 

"I didn't hear aDY talk to the effect that Mine A 1I"Ouldn't open 
unless all the miners joined UJ.:.IA or that :.:r. Elshoff was going to work 
~ine A through Mine B. 

"They hac a meetir.g at P"",, !ieadquarters to discuss this situation 
and it elCded in a dispute and a couple of men got beat up. After that the 
~ne A men held another meeting at Redrrans riall, but I never attended 
that meetir.g. I also heard about tha meeting at the Elks Club where 
tha n.C!C switched over but 1 didn't go to it. 

"I returned to Uine A the d3.y it oyened and signed up Ul\IiA. 
""here was no work that first Cay bec3.use some of the men 'fIere undecided 
or didn't know about the change. I would rather have rer.ained PlJA but I 
had to join IT[;A to keep my job and I needed my job. I noticed that 
the miners got IOOre docks under U;':,jA than under P~. The present poUcy 
is if you load 6 c~rs you don't get any docks. 

"I have read the above statement consistir.g of 1i pages. The 
same is true and correct. 
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......, liliPteT.lber 15, 

Ar,ent s and 
", •• ,ad difficult~n 
is bcue';ed that he rill make a poor 1<itness. He disclaws any criminal 
rec orG.. His statement is as follen's: 

a:-y 
be S;)ccial Menta 

"Sprinr,field, nlinois 
september 15, 1943 

vcstigation. 1;0 threats or ;->ronis<?s have heen J:l'lde to me; I have been 
told I necJ not Lull;c <1.'1:' st"tcdent and that allY dt"terlCnt I do maka can be 
used in cou.ort. 

"I '-'a3 bom in I became a naturalized 
citizen of the Unit eu St£ v;orl; at ltine "A" in about 
_and at that tiDe r bdongcd United Hil1e 't.orl;ers. I have been 
~n:; at l!inc "A" cver silIca. I Ju::ve n()Ver held any office in any 
union. Pri;Jr to 1932 I r,as sat~sriecl m.th With the U.i:.1 .• and I didn't 
care much "hether th" nine chanGcd over to thc Progressive 1!ine T.orkers in 
1932. After 1932 I,;as satisfied "Hh the P.Il.A. union. 

I knav: that lir. ELslw: bought lun" "A" but I don't knOl" ~en or 
rby. Nci ther do I knOl' 'Il.:' th.: miners sWitched over to the United Uine 
',orkars. I did not at t·$ld an:' of t!lc nectin,1s at T'hich this "'as discussed 
and I took no part in the SI--ttching of the unions. 

"I have been read this statement consistinG of one and a 
fraction pages and it is all true. 

Agents, F.B.I. 
Springfield, Ulinois" 

• 

- 425 -

.. 

-I 



----------------------- --------..•• ~---------------------
c o "­

I 

I 

ReI JOHN L. u:r:IS, ET,i,L. 

"as 
5pecial hg,.1It4 

~tated he did not have a 
Fu,;lish V8C'Y .:all and would make 

~UTnished·the following statementc 

·Springfield. Ill. 
September 18. 194~ 

make the 
S?eojal p~ents of 

ferce. threat., or prCIr.iaes r,ave been made in obtaining 
know that v,'hat I may .~y may be used in a court of la..,. 

"1 'Wae 
'[;.S. in_ and 

Id'~l' , 
and 

stigatien. 0 

this eta tBl!16nt and I 

emigrated to the 
U.5. in" 

a t l~ine 

"I 'Was e!!1floyed at },une J. in _as .. digger end I stopped 'Working 
A in 1942 because the air 'Was bad ~n the mine. 

-I am nov' employed at Panther Creek lI!ine #5. Springfield. Ill. a. 
a member of F .1~.h. 

WI becalUS a membe:" of u.r.w. i~and I remained a member untll 
19:32 at which time I changed to P.1;.h. bCOl~use my local U.E.1". union changed 
to l.i.: • .h. for s:>me unknO\~'n re&50n. 

WI reud in the nepsp"per in about Sept. 1941 that ELSHOFF bought 
}!ine 1.. I thought at th"t time thllt E:SHOFF 'Would operate hine A as an U.H.W. 
mine as he opernted l:ine B c.s U.!':.\'I. 

"Prior to tho time EL~HOFF bought !!ine J,. the employees 'Were sathfied 
with P.L.i.. 1 thought P.!(,i .. was a good union, but it made no difforenoe to 
me whether I .. as I> member of U.li.?!. or P.li.i •• c.s both unions are c.bout the 
snmo. 

-l.bout two or threo duys nfter EL5HOFF bought Hine J,. I 
J'leeting at P.l:.: .. ~o attended another l!I<leting at 
few days later • .-.-told 1'\0 c.bout these meetings. 
",as in oharge of those moe tings. _ spoke and so did se'ver'al 
pGrsons, the names of V'h6m I do n~. I do not remember what ,.ent on 
at thesG mcotingE, but someone mndo tho stctemont that if the employees of 
liine i>. oid not join n.u.Y!. ELSHOFF would not open tho mine. I deoided at 
this tima to join U.l:.':. 80 ae to keep my job. 
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He: JOliN L. LE.'IS, ETAL. 

til;. fevi days after I t.ttended e. meetL".g -I 

at Redmen Hall. was in c:we of this 
meeting and he reques me attend. made the 
statement at this meeting that "J.:ine A" co be 

operated through llne "B"; that ELSEOFF informed hiJll that if the employ£es 
of Mine t. did not join U.M.,;. he would operate Itine A through lJine B. _ 
also stated the errployees of ~ine A should join U.1:.17. so that they cou~ 
to work. I do not remember what else went on at this meeting. 

III also attended a meeting at the Elks Club en a Su..."lday in 1941. 
of this meeting I'nd aeain made the statement that 

of !...ine A did not join V.1:.\;. l.:ine A would not open. A vote 
was taken and all present voted to join V.L.\.. I voteel to join U.U.W. 110 that 
I could go to work at L:ine A. liter the vote ED!.::lNSON of U.LW. welcomed us 
LY)to U.l~:;;. I joi!1ed U .. 1:.r.-. that dey. 1 did not go to the U.H.n. meeting 
that day. 

"Gondi tiol'ls at ~ine A were the same under U .M. W. as they were U!lder 

"No V.li.';. org~nizer atten:pted to get me to join U.U:.W. 

"I do not see any difference between U.LW. and P.)t.A. as both 
unions are about the same. 

"r have had this stater.ent consisting of four pages read to me 
and it is tr~e and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

(signed) 

Speci~l Agent, F.B.I. 
pecial Agent, F.B.!." 
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Re: JOHN 1. lL.frs, ETAl. 

~ , Springfield, _inOia, 
___ Special Agents 

Septem~r 16, 194 • 

~
'S re entl em 1 e as residence telephone is 

speaks h poorly and understands very little English, 
an n. WO'~~Q I?lRke a very poor witness. He advised he had never been arrested. 

11 I, 
the following 

"Springfield, nl. ",--
Sept. 16, 1943. 

I know to be Special Agents of t.':e 
without fear of threat, force, and pro~ise of a~ 

'A I, Springfield, as a digger. I was born in 
I came to the U.S. in_ and became a U.S. 

start",d to work in I~ine 'At in about_ I was a member 
the • a that tjE~. In 1;32 I j~ined the P.K.A., but I do not know wny 

except because the rest of the men did and I did not want to lose my job. 

"In about Sept. of :1.941 I got a letter from RYAN telling me he had 
sold ~ine 'A' to ELSHCFF. I did not think much about it, but at the next F.M.A 
meeting we were all tdking about wheth~r Ec.s;;oFF would open lline 'At. \fe told 
OUT pit eC:iiiWittee to sea ElSHDFF 4l1d ask him if he was going to open ltL'1e '1' 
and at another meeting which I think wa$ at Rjodren Hall, the committee told us 
that ELSHOFF said if we went U.1:.W. he would open ).\ine 'A'. I also heard that 
ELSHOfF would haul coal thru ~L~e tBt from Mine 'A' if ~ne tAt would not go 
U.Il.H. No one ever told me I r.ad to join U.K.W., and no one ever forced me to, 
but I knew I had to join u.r.w. to get my jo~ at rine tA'. I may have gone to 
a meeting at the Elks Club on a Sunday when the men voted to go U.It.W. but I 
cannot remember. I had been at a wedding for two c.ays and had pretty much to 
drink. I cannot remember when I joined U.le.", but I think it was at the U.K.l!. 
hall. 

"It makes no difference to me if I am with U.l:.W. or P.l:.A. 

"I cannot understand English well. This statement of two pagelS has 
been read to me and it is true and correct to the best of 111¥ knowledge. 

(signed) 

"p'OC1.a.L .~.gentJ F.B.I. 
Special Agent, F.B.I.-

/ 
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He: JOHN L. LEI'JIS, ET AL 

5, 'J{ ,5 at 
15, 194 3 br S;:ccial Agents 

5t :lteo he did 'lot h.!p·e a· criminal 
\I':r.:.10 make " f1ir wi tne ss 

The i'ol:"owinr; is the sir,nad st1tD111~nt executed by 

"Springfield, nUn)is 
SO,teM~er 15, 1943 

v:h c ";:€<.:i -;.1 Ap'-~·'.lr:s "Jf ~·-.o Fedur:.l u 
ra No f:>rce, t:1:', :ts Qr pn!llis,;" ha"l''' been :,ade in ,:>bt:lining this 
st.'t~n€'nt an r1 I la.',",' +,'nt ';:hat I lM o' S2.y r",y be ussd in a C:lurt :4: law. 

w;: OCC1~ a 1ll~r:b"r "r m-;: in _in Ill. and I I"Jooined :I 

:ne:::bcr ..,f t:'lat union ur.til 1932, at ..... :.ich tlU,3 I ehe.nr.'3c t" Pllh b-~c~USi3 
lOy bel 1,".::: ILli ~n C; an,s"d t~ F.:A. 

11'1 w~s .:.onployc;d :\t :!in; Ii;," in:. b,:lut_:.nd I a", ~t the 
tir:l'] w:)rking .::. t :.:inc f1,,~" .::lS :l en vor, _ 

"k S~;:>t. 19',l ::: r,,''': in th; nOYlsp"pcr th-,t Elshoff b)ug~t 
:.!inc "A" frx; Ryan. "t t~-.t tir.;o ::: th)uCht El~h'lfr "Duld :lperato !!ine "A" 
just "s it w-s :oper;:::t,d by R~", un('~r Pw.. 

"Pri,or t,., tlvJ tir::c Elsi;,ff b~u;ht ~.n~ "i," the 8T.lpL'yeQs seaned 
s1tisfi(.~ nth PiA. I tb )ur;ht ?].", ,,"5 :I peJd ur.i.m bein: ?;Jer:ltad for its 
MC;Jbcrs, but it ~a<'G n~ differ Jnee t') me ub~th_r I !In a """ether of U'r. ?r 
p',£... I n')v",r ta,?k an ~ctivG p:lrt in ~ny uni)n ?nd I h:lVe nE>Vcr been an 
'fficer ~f a uni~n. 

"I die:' nC't hCJ.r :my run~rs th't i'ine "An ccule be :>pcrated through 
I1i.nc "Btl. 

";,5 =11 :>5 I e:.n ~1.'z!1loor I t~?l: '1 trip :JW:lY ir:!:) Springfield 
im:~edi c tely :;fte:r Elsh'~ff b.)ui:ht :Iin~ «;.", th3NforCl, I cid not attend 
any ~8tinfs of P:':'. cJnc~rni .. [ the orcr:lti:m of Xine "A" :me I did n1t 
hc,1r :my ru"'l)rs C onccrninr thG '.1p<;r:lti on;f !lin€: "j,". I W"lS :>ut of Spring­
field whon ~ctin~5 w~rc h~l<' at Re~mcn Hall and the Elks Club in Sept. 
1941 and I do n,:Jt have :my information c:mccrnin& thase tneGtin[s. 
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~ bef')I'S lUnG "A" "p::ned in b"jJ~. _ •• 
_ t01d r..c that all the employec:s at JUne "t.' 
\;er" join~ng 1]1£: :1Oc' if I .:antec t~ wf1l'k at lane "A" 
i n,.uld h~v.:: t:> j)in Ute. I i=ediatcly mnt to 

th" V",.: :J1'U,4i:1r and j:me:G u;r~ SC' that I w~ul;l work at lc!ir.e '·A". It :n.-~de 
") differ .:'lce tc. n~ that I ~:as ch.~ng!.ng fr~ PI.lA t:> U'.rT or n-rt.. 

"I can Be'; n) differencc in th~ operation OJ! Une "I." un<1er 
ill:': than i t w~s u.,der Fl.<. 

IINJ "nu Yin 0 w:-os en u::; or'-:'!1izQ:'" atte",pted tc get roe to j-:>in 
V,D, I j')inoc' at m"",-.,n frelc vrUl SG th-,t I c JUl'1 work at l3..ne n;,,". 

"1 ~Y': h::'.,~ t:.is st;:~ts03nJ.i ~Jr.s:stinc -)f three F6G(~S r~,3d It? 

I:!e an;~ it ic true :'n_.l c',rr:Jct t:> tr::: t-3St ')f rn:~ ::~1':"·:·:lcd2e. 

-- ---, - --- -- ----

/5/ 

5;:>oc:'_l .',cat }"P: 

~l ",:e!1t, r. B.:::." 
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BE: JOHN L. U::-,1S, ET ioL. 

Sprill£­
athi~ 

September 18, 1943, by Special Aj;onts ___ 
__ statod he did not )u,.vo a criuino.l record. 

is to spe and understand English, but wo~ld not meko a$ocd 
gOVOrDn0nt witnoss as he was not very coop3rative in furnishing information 
during the interview. 

_furnished the following signed sto.tementl 

"Springfield, Ill. 
_ Septenber 18, 1943. 

"1, 
~kethe 
_ whOM I knew 

gation; no ferce, thrc"ts or pronises ho.ve be~n t:lD.de in obtaining this 
sto.taT.lont and I kneVl tho.t w~_t 1 r;.,,_y ao.y may be used in a ccurt of lo.w. 

"1 ,./as born in 

"1 an OI:lplcyod at ~,l,.11 
played o.t Mir.e ft,." since about_ 

o.a a car blockor and I have been em-

"I became a member cf mi,; in o.bout _o.nd I romo.ined in that 
union until 1932 at which tilne I joined Rlh because rIf3 llL'Ii lecal changed 
to P":'" for acme unknovm reason. 

"I re!:.d in the newspaper in about So?t. 1941, that E1shoff 
bought ~inc ft~n. I thought at t~t time that ~ino "A" weuld eperate as 
ah:ays under Ft:J.. 

"Prior to tho time E1shoff bvught ~ine "Aft the employees were 
satisfied with PW.. I thought Pl:li-. w!:.s a goed union, but it made llO 

difference to me whether I wo.a a member of PM4 or~. I teek no interest 
in union activities. 

"1 <lid not benr nnyone sr.y that liine "J,1f could be operated 
through ~ine "B" nor did I hear anyone aey thnt E1ahoff would not eperate 
}.;ine .J~" unless the empleyees join m,11. 

"I attended tho l"leetil'lg nt the Elks Club on a Sunday in Sept. 
1941. I remember voting at this meeting to join U~~. I voted to. join UKH 
because all those nttending the meetings vctod to join~. I de net 
remember cnyone spenking c.t this moeting, no. one tcld me I had to join Ulfrl" 
to 1;0 to work at 1':ine "Ii.... I joined U1r.7 immediately after I veted. I went 

• 4!1 -
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REI JOHN L. LE',US. ET J..L. 

hame immediately aftor I joine~ ~ and did not 
talk to anyone. I do not know who was in charge 
of this me~ting and I do not re~ber how I re­
ceived notice tp~t there WRS gc1nb to bo a meoting. 

"I did net hear of or attend c.ny meeting, except the one' at the 
Elks Club, between the tiIne Elshoff bought ~ine r.J..ft and the tilDe I joined 
\l.:li. 

"Condi tion. at lIine ft;." hc.ve been the BrunS under mfii as they 
were under P.~.~. 

"1 do not see any dirfc~cncc b~tw6en U~~.~. ~d P.U.~. ! 
jcined m.;-.. because a:l the other emp;oyces at 1.:1::10 " ...... joined. 

"I hnve had this statement consisting of three pages read to me 
and it is true and cerrect to the best of my knowledge. 

/./ 
~;i tne s sed, 

Special 4gont, F.B.I. 
Special Agent, F.R!. • 
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RE: JOHN L. u;:-;rs, ET 1.L. 

and became a 
as a digger at Mine ft~". He speaks 

Enblish poorly not =Ice a satisfactory w1tneaa •. 
lie was reluctant to sign the following statement for fear of being beaten 
by m .• men. He advised he had never been nested. 

"Springfield, Ill. 
Sept. 18, 1943. 

"I, S~ke 
the following ~ 
whom r know to be Special ~ents >ur·ea.u of Investigation. I 
make it withcut fear of throat, force, or promise of any kind. 

"I was born in 
~ and became a U.S. citizen 
werking as a digger in ].line "1.". 

came to the U.S. in 
Springfield, and am 

. "I first started to work in coo.l mines in the U.S. in -. in 
101"0., end jcined the Un:!. ted ).line ":":erl:ers of i>merica Union. I star~o 
work in the ~ine "h" in Springfield inllllll In 1932 I joined the Pro­
gressive Eine ::orkcrs af bneriaa union because John L. Lewis stole the 
ballots and cur whole U''';-.7 local went F.UI.. I liked the PI.:.\. and thought it 
was an honest union being opere.ted for its members. 

"In Sept. of 1941, I read that Elshoff bought lline "A" from Ryan 
and I 'Was afraid I would lose my job unless I joined Uli.l because Elsho!'f 
ran J,.;ine "B" and thct we.s 'UI.!I.. Same cf the men !'rom Hine "An who I worked 
VIi th told me we would have to join !J1:" •• to get our jobs back and said l1ine 
"1.." would not opon unless the men joined u:.;,j. No one from W,. in the com­
pany ever told me I would have to join ULII or ever told me ~ine -A- would 
not open except as ~... I ~18o heard the men talking that they would haul 
coal fran - .. " thru "B" if we did not join WiT. 

"I think I \'lent to a Plli.. meeting where a cODJmittee was appointed 
to Bee Elshcff, but I do not rtlmecber anything that happened. I read there 
wes going to be a meeting at the Elk's Club and somo cf the men told me about 
it, and so I went to that meeting ~d voted to join UU~. I voted UUd be- . 
cause I wanted my job back and I thought I would lOBe it if I didn't vote 
for WiT. EdT.lundson ceme in and mede a talk after we voted, and then I signed 
wi th ll::i. I renembered the trouble the men at t:ine "B" had and I did not 
'Want trouble like that. 

• 
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"I like R:t. better than tlLl1 because you could talk more 
freely. I would rather have stayed with ~, but 1 
joined m:.; to keep my job nne. still prefer P2!A. to alii. 

"';his statamont of two pages has been read to me and it is true 
1Ule. correct tG the best vf my knowledge. 

/s/ 

" .. itnesscd. 

"':C3nt, F.B.I. 
ci0.1 kgent, F.B.I. • 

'" 
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spe::J::s o.nd undorlst"nd 
memb0r very ~~h ~bout v~,o.t ho.ppened 
~'ould nnke only" fo.ir witnolls. 

-1 
1ng volunt:.ry 

----.~~~------.... ~·:""i ,~ . 
i 1 .• ,. { 

i ~. _ • 

I " o 

" ish fnirlywell. but cannot re-
during the portinont poriod. Be 

-Springfield. Ill. 
Sept. 15, 1943 

cnd whom I know 
to be Spociul AbCn~G 01 
without fco.r or t~reo.t, force or 

~
in field. mo.ke, the follow-

(.u" ~,7es'v1go.t on. I mo.ke it 
promise of o.ny kind. 

came 
od work-

ing in ceo.l nines 'iorkers of 
Alnerica Union. working nt Mine 'I.', Springfield, 1n about 1931. 
In 1932 I joined tho Pregr~ssive I~ine ;lcrkers of Am ricn Unicn beco.use the 
whole 10.00.1 chengcd nnd becnuso 1 d1d nct ~t to. lose my jeb. I wns not 
fercad in any wo.y to. jein Pllh nnd I Tl'US sutisfiad "" rking at Mine 'J..' under 
PIJf~ • 

-In t,bout Sopt. ef 1941, I get 0. lett or from Rynn so.ying thnt 
Ilino '1.' hud been turned OVer to. Elshoff. I felt right o.wny thc.t there 
weuld be trouble like thore he.d boen 0. llino 'B' r.nd I folt we would pro.­
b<:.bly h"vo to. jein m~I. lie ene fren the cenp::.ny ever told r:>:) I weuld ho.vo 
to. join l1'!:t ::.nd no. ene fret'< U::'( (.VGr tried to. got DQ to. jein UlJ.T. The tc.lk 
coonc; the !:len who. werked c:.t Mine '1.' w<:.s tho.t Elsheff weuld cnly run Mine 
'A' under tr.,~:; end thr.t if T:O =tod to keep cur jo.bs c.t ~:ino 'I.' we would 
hr.vo to join u:.;;i. 1 0.150 hOCJ"d storios that if wo did not turn ms.1 Elshotf 
Tl'ould o.perr.to Mine 'I,' thru l:1no 'B' by hnuling cool thru 'B'. 

• I did net Ilttond o.ny PW. I:lCotings cr IlIlY Spoci"l meetings .. fter 
I learned thQt Eleheff hod beught the Dino until one dny our PUA leo.ders 
tcld us there was goint to. be 0. !:lecting o.t the Elks Club on 0. Sundo.y o.nd 
we would voto to. bC m:·T. Thoy soid wo hc.d to. vote mn to kecp our jobs. 
The:xn who. scid this wero oon I workod with .. t l!ins ',1,.'. 

-I wont to this Deeting nt the Elk's Club and vcted to jo.in UMcr. 
Right after thc.t I 5 ignod up with U;Jl"'~ I de net reMonber J'lUch o.bcut the 
moot ing ""copt thnt Edmundson tnlked o.fter tho voto - but I do not reDIII:lbe!' 
who.t ho so.id. 
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Ro: JOHN L. IZ:rrS. ET AL 

o 

.. I we.8 not forced or threntened in IlI1Y way 
to vote UWI or join tnti'. I joinild becnuu 
I did not w~t to l06e my job. I would pre­
ferred to hnve st~yod with PMA be~nuse I 

liked Pl';;' and wns sr.tisfied. When I wont bnck to lIOrk nt 'A' under Ul!o1, 
mr.; toB us we cou2d not Bpenk noy Innguu!;e except English. We were fined 
$5.00 if we were cLught talking in n foreign langunge. I would ruther havo 
worked under P~ . • 

"I stopped working nt l'ine 'i.' 1n about April of 1943, bocause of 
ill hGnlth. 1 do not bolong to o.ny union at tho prescnt time. 

r.This stotemcnt of three J'n!!;os has boen read to me and it 1s 
true nnd corroct to t;,o best of my kr,l'v.-loCgo. 

n"lii t no s sed: 

151 
Is/ 

1 ;.gont, F. B. I. 
SpeoiLIJ,gont. F. B. 1." 
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Agents 
Iuve " e 
English 

c o 

by Special 
ated he lid not 
undarctand 

_iUrniEhed the following atctementl 

"'I, 
~ 
___ S::'Geicl Agents 

"'Springfield, Ill., 
&epteIJber 15, 1943. 

of In~stigation, no force, thro~t. or promises ~ve been mud~ in 
obtrdninl': this stator-,cnt and I knoH that "'he;t I me.y so.y mo.y be used in 
El court of 1 a'; • 

-1 ~Nas born in 
U.S. in _ cne I betc 
in 5pringficld, Ill, 

ern::ligrc.ted to the 
of the U.S. in" 

"'I hc.vc been B::lplCl',!ec e.t ::ina "'A'" 8iooe about .and, I am 
at tho proscnt tine eMployed c.t :t. inc "'A'" aE a digl':or. 

"'1 boccr.o a mambor of UUV in _ .. nd r£!!Ulioed 0. r..ember of 
U:1: until 1932 at Vlhieh tme I jOined f,;':'A. beoause 'I!".,{ 10co.l IDli 
union cOOngod to P,:',A. I do not know the rec.son my 100801 U"tl'f union 
ohElnged to H:':". 

"'I reud in tho nar!8pEiper in about Sept. 1941 that Elshoff 
bought l::inc "i." !'rOO". R:f'l.ll. I thought at that tiro that llino "'A'" 
,'Joule. ho.w been operated as beforo and that t:ino "'j.'" would ho.w 
rC!'lD.ine ( a Fl1l. mioo. 

"'Prior to the tioc Elshoff bought 1:ine ·A'" the olltlloyeee at 
;'ino .;.'" 'Wore Eutisfied ",tth PI4- I thOUght PJ.iA '\'las a good union, 
bo ing O?erc.ted for it! members !:nd I did not "'ish to change to UlW. 

"'I did not hear thc.t 1'100 ";.'" eould hc.ve been operated thr0l/th 

"'I hc~rd someone l!I!lke a statemont e in do.ys efter ElBhcfi' 
bought m,no "i-."', that Elehofi' would only opor&te li1no -J..- if the employe"e 
joinod UlI.'. '-hen I heard this .tatemont I dooided to join UU; so t18t 
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Ro I JOllN L. was, ET AL 

I could work. 

a1 did not attend P'..:t. noetings held at pn! 
0011 n fcrw days c.ftor Elshoff bought Y.ino ",,", as I did not have notice 
nnd I do not !::now what occurred nt theso meetings • 

.-told mo in Sopt. 1941; prior to tho mooting 
Elks C1ub~1 would not open unloss tho employees joined 
UUI. I docided o.t the.t tL-nc to join U.Y.\': 80 that I could work lit 
Hino a;,", 

at tho 

al die not attond tho meeting at Rodnon Ehll Clnd I did not 
rec:: i vc notice. 

a_tole me that a l:Ioeting 1'1'" to be hold tit tho 
Elks Club ~ c::!ployccs Clt I:ir:o "Aq v;oulc! join tJrn". I attended 
this nocti:lg on Cl S",ndo.y in i.'.cpt. 1941. '-·.7US in ohargo 
of the Clocting. S0Lleonc =0.0 tho s';!l.ton~"J.a would not 
ope!: unless tho c::!ployoos j0l!10e Vir. I votod to join UlJi 80 toot I 
could uork tit IJnc ,,;.a. lStor tho voto ,~"s takon, Ec!r.tondson of mI1 
Il'adc Co speech IUld Ylolooncd tho omployoes of lIino "1,· into U.Ii.W. I 
joined U.t!.Ti. ct tho oloso of tho noctt::.g. I did not go to tho UU; 
buildir.g cftor the nccting. 

aSo fex Col! I know thoro Viora no U.:;,'.-:. orgc.ni.J.ors c.t tho 
Elk's Club ncoting. No one c.skod no to join UlIn prior to t.ho tina I 
j oine ~ i:~ Sopt. 1941. 

Consitions tit lana ai." o.t tho present tine o.rc o.bout the 8= 
undor Ui!7 ClS thoy were unccr PEl .. 

·1 jou:od m~ in or!or to keep r:r;r job at l"ine .;.... I WeB 
eetisfiod with P'LA end die not wnnt to oho.ngo to U.U.n. 

aI ~vc hed this stctcncnt consisting of four pegos road to 
TlC ~n1 it is true nnd oorroct to tho bast of "If knowlodge. 

Spcci~l ~ent F,B.I. 
oinl • .gent, F.B.I. a 
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Re : JOH!: t. LZ7IS, :: T AL 

~J.,J.J.1lUJ"" was 
1943 by Special Ag3nts 

t"d be Jid not have a 

law. 

a ::;ood "ime5s as he finde it 
En:;lish. 

_ furnished the follovi.ng voluntary statement: 

rJ S;:'2 

"SpringfielC:, TIl., 
September 15>, 1943 

l'h()m )r 10': to be S; 3cial A,::~nts 0_ 

no force, th~ _ats or pl'omis',s hav3 brJ_n cad" in 
2:1d I ::no;:" that .:h:>t I ,"l'lY say may t>~ u3ud in a 

"I ,,'a 5 born 
_ ~'1d I bCC:llnc a nat 
Spr~ngfi~ld, Ill. 

cnrnigra~ed to the U.S. 
U.S. i~ in 

of 

"I ";:'5 crn;oloyvd o.t !.:in .. "A" in ::bout 1931 and I am at the present 
tim" cmplo;''\";D at !.Iin~ "A" as 3 digrcr. 

"I jOi!1('d T.r~"'1 i.'l. snd r~main"d n m'JmbJr of that union until 
1932 at which timJ I .~oinGd r.'A. :r joined PMA oocau~c my 10c;,1 U1I':.' 
union changed to ?:~. I ~o not 1('"0'11 thJ r~ason my 10c31 U;J.7 union changed 
to P!,\A. 

"I raad in the ncnp='p(:r ir. about Sc;pt. 1941 that Lls),off bought 
)lin~ "A" fron R;':ln. At th~ tim~ I hco.rd this::: did llot think there would 
be any ch3ngc in the op8ration of ~~ A. 

"frior to the tim~ BIshoff bought "o.n'3 "An the 0lr!ploy"cs r:ere 
satisfied 1;1 th Pi';;.. I thourht Pc;;' 'ias a good union, but I nJVbr took 
An activo p3rt in union activities and it mnde no di,'ferc'llce to me '1Ihether 
I ".ms 3 ~mber of tlliX or Pi.iA. 

"! .;:::5 ncv0r 'lpproachcd by rrl U:.t7 orc,nizer prior to the time I 
join0d u;,'; in &;-t. 1941. 

"I heerd soceone tell<ing 'lbout. Elshoff opcratinc io!ine nAil through 
Mine liB". V!h£,n I h£;ard this I thought I '70uld t>e out of a job. 

"I did not he.lr any rumors th.'.t Blshof! would only opan !line "A" 
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Re: JOHN L. lEV/IS, ET AL 

on condition that the employees joined UYW. 

"I did not attenc any meetings at PliA hall or 
Redr.!en Rall after Uine "Art "',,-5 sold to Ell1hoff, 

in Se~t. 1941. I do r.ot T8r.!enber if I had notice of such meetings or not. 

"I !\ttended a meeting at the Elks Club on a Sunday in Se!>t. 1941. 
I voted at this meeting to join UL~',' _ all present voted to join Uiffl. 
I also joined Uir:; at the eno of this resting. I beard some of those 
attendinf this meetin,: Ill!'!ke a statement after we' voted, that if YIC would 
not join liS;: 1!:ine "A" would not be o;>enocl. I did not see an::? U'J:: 
orp,anizers nt tt.is I:}?etinr nor do I remer.;ber :edmondson of V';;i making a 
talk at this meeting. I die not ,,0 to "he Ult~'{ building af~er the 
meeting. I find it dL'ficult tO~t'k and und.-rstEr.: Enrlish, tr.erefore, 
I W2S unable to obtain much in:"or::::c: tion about the sale of l:in" "A" ~nd 
v:mt Ylent on at tOOctir,gs. 

"Condition.s at J.t:.n2 11~T1 have b~~n abo"J.t thE; s::.:ne undGr U!.f\\ as 
th-.;y 7;f;;T:., undor F.!n. 

"It m&k"s no diff'.l'"nce to m2 y:h2ther I ar.l a member of 1JlI"," or 
PIL\.. I ;-r:cnt to be 3 Momber o~' -.:hich £vor union that will :l101l mil to Tlork 
the most. 

"I XlV!) bd this :ot;:tclrrC'lt cons:sting of thrOE: ,ages rt-ad to ma 
::md it is true and corr3ct tC' th~ b:st of my knowledge. 

Signed 

- 440 -
• 

, -- - - - -- -- --.:---
---------------~--~--.----~.~, ~----------------

.. 

·1 



, 

I 

5- ... -, 'Iif • . 4_< 

l) .. 
HE : JOHN L. was, ET AL • 

September 16, 
the United States a 
field; nlir.ois. presentl¥ exnployed as Ii digger at 
He cannot speak or English very well, and iiould make unsatisfactcn7 
witness. He advised that·he has never been arrested. 

"Springfield, Ill. 
Sept. 16, 1943 

" 
following 
know to be Special 
without fear of threat foree, Or pro~ise of kilid. 

"I was barr. in 
became a U.S. citizen in 

:ame to the U.S. in _and 
ork at ~ine 'A' as a~er. 

"I was working in Kine 'AI, Springfield, in the spring of 1941, as 
a zrember of P.l.'.A. About Sept. of 1941 I read in the paper that ELSHOFF bought 
rine 'A' from RYAN. I did not bother to think much about this and did not talk 
about it with a~one. I only attended one meeting after I read about the sale 
and that was on a Sunday at the Elks Club. I went because I read about it in 
the paper. I usually do not attend union meetings. 

"no one ever told me that U.ne I A' would not operate except under 
U.L·,'. I did not hear anything about !Line 'A' being operated by hauling coal 
thru Une 'B'. I did not hear that I had to join U.LW. to keep my job. 

fl1 was satisfied with P.l.A. but it did not make ~ difference to 
me whether I was under P.LA. or U.!.:.W. . 

"At the meeting at the Elks Club I voted to jOin U.l:.W. and I joined 
U.t:.Ii'. right ~ter the meeting. I joined U.I.:.\/. because all the other men did 
and I wanted to Jceep my job. No one forced or threatened me in a~ way and no 
one told l&e I had to join U.).\.\I. I do not remember much about the meeting. 

"It doesn't make ~ difference to me whether I work under P.~.A. or 
U.Y-W. and I see no difference at Une 'A' under U.M.W. than there was under 
P.II.A. 

"This statement of two pages has been read to me 
and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

(signed) 
..A..gent j F ~B= l~ 

Igent, F.B.I.-
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RE: JOHN L. LEo-nS, ET At 

cooperative. and it i. pel, .. " .. n 
Hine A situation bec!luse he spoke at one 
this situc.tion. _ has no known 
the following si~nt: 

o 

a 
of the meetings at PYA Ball on 
criminal record. He furnished 

"Springfield, Ill. 
September 19. 1943 

Spring~'eld Ill. 
Agents 

promses have been mo. e 

"I Wile 

in the mines a bout 
A off and on since 
with ~ll the miners 

I sto.rted working 
have worked at Kine 

s a digger. I gwiched over to PYA in 1932 along 
I preferredPMA beCc.uso I had more to BIq 

Ell d could vota,. 

~I loarned about the sf,la of 14ine A from the newsp!lper. and I 
thought that I was in for the same kind of trouble that the miner. wd hod 
over at 14ine B. I didn't know what to expect as I heard that they were 
going to pull the cool of mine A out through Mine B. I also heard talk 
to the effect that Mi~ A would remain closed until all the men joined 
UlblA. 

nr cttended one moeting nt ~;~ hnll where the lituation caused 
byt he sale of Mine A wos discuned. I spoke c.t that meeting nnd told the 
men to find out what Elshoff was going to do before they switched over to 
Ult1A. Seems to th!lt EO cOlll!li ttee =11 appointed. It seemed to me thAt 

the were going to swing tn.flA. 
~e(lIllCd to be leaders in 'this 

omo~n~ng unreasonable or radical 
when we .... ore 

things 
'work 

II! didn't nttcnd nny mor{:; ~t.Uj& I didn't like the vii' 
WGre boing run. I heard iTom ~ thll.t ttliiA. we,s gOing to 
mo over' boccuse I stuck up for P~. 

"The next time I went to n meetin~ was nt United Mine Workers BOll 
where I waS told thll.t it ~B tho lnst chane; to lign up without an initia­
tion fee. The mc.jorlty }l."'.d already swung over and there _8 nothing elle 
to do if you wanted to work at ~ine A. the men joined becll.use mnny of the 
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!tE. JOHN L. u:ms, ET AI. 

anything like that. 

, , 

Mine A employees were old men and were 
afraid they couldn't get other jobs. The 
men had also read'" heard about all of the 
trouble at ).line B and didn't want to have 

"-,ThE-n the mine first opened they would 
when you went to the meetings you couldn't talk. 
own cfficers whether you wanted them or not. 

dock you for !I1lyth1ng, anI! 
They a Iso elected their 

"If I hed a free and voluntnry choice of unions I would prefer 
Progressives, as you c~n say wh~t you think under PUA l elect your own offi-
cers. 

I 

"1 hcve reG:! the above stat"ments =de by me consisting of 2t 
pages. The BtllllE> are truu an~_ correct. 

":'Htnessed: 

IE/ 
lsi 

S"ecid J..gents, F. B. 1. 
S"rinbfield, Ill." 

lsi 

------------. __ . -.-----..,.--.--~~---~--~----~-
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RE: JOliN L. IrllS, ET AL 

and 
que 
he will ~.ke c goed witness. 
is as follows: 

~~i., 
had diFficulty in i:!d!;:~~_ 
this reason, it is not believed that 

He h"s no crimincl record. His statement 

fiSpringfield, Illinois 
September 19, 1943 

I know to be 5:>'Jci,,1 .ke;'onts Bure!l.u of 
h!l.ve been 
be used in 

110 thrects or promises he.va been .ncde me; I 
need not =l:e c.ny state"ent nnd th&t this 6t&tement can 

court. 

"I was born in--' 1 came to the United Statos 
in _ I run not c eit~[t!l.tes. 1 am now employed at 
llino '1.' C.s a diggtJr o,nd have been employed here since e,bout _ I was 
:. !re rnber of t.1-te lJnited Mine Harkers nt thi6 t 'in'te QIld remc.inod n JDelnbor 
=til 1932 when the rest of the miners at Iline '.k' went over to the Pro­
(ressive Miners Union. 1 was in fevor of the I'rogressive !liners Union nnd 
the switch over. _myself then remained Progressive lIiners as 
long as we could. ~t this is a good union and t hat it conscien­
tiously t~esent the miners. I First heard about the sale of 
Mine 'A' ~ "'no re",d about it in the newspaper. I'figured th!l.t 
my job wes :>.nsecure s.nO that 1 prob!l.bly would not be able to go back as a 
member of the Progressive Miners Union. 

"I he!l.rd the stories th"t Elshoff would not reopen the mine un­
less it W"S under the United li:ine llorkers Union and that he _s goint to 
hoist the coal from ~ine 'A' out through Mine 'B'. 

United }~ne V;orkers Hnll with 
(lgc.inst joining the United 
that the majority had gone beck, we 

ssive Hall and st 1;ne 
o.nd I held out 

• When we lIaw 
up. 

ttl wish to 1I~.y that I went bock to Kine '1.' as a Ullr{ member only 
because the ~jority did and to preserve ~ job. I em not s!l.tisfied with 
conditions in the UIJl1 cs you don't ho.ve !l. free vote or the right to dis­
cuss issues being put to II, vote. These o.re T!l.ilrooded through. 1£ I had 
'I!!)f free choice I would be e member of the Progressive )line l10rkerB Union. 

This statement has been re!l.d to me by 
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RE: JOHN L. U,iI$, ET AL 

INTERVIEW l'ITTH 

~ 
"Wi tnes sed: 

/./ 
/./ 

__ and it 11 all true. 

1.1 X 

Specinl Agents, F. B. I. 
Springfield, Ill." 
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RE: JOHN L. W;IS, ET J.L, • 

....... ~15, 
~s 

was cooperative and i 
wi tnesz. lie disc1o.ims any criminal record. RiB 

III 

"September 15, 1943 
Springfield, Illinois 

o.nd 1 kr.ow to be Special 

--------------------
I 

I 

a 
is as tollows. 

No thruats or promises of any kind have been made 
to me; I h~vc been told I need not r~e &ny stctement nnd tr~t tr~e !tate-
mont can be usod in Court. 

"1 wc.s born in I became 
~ature.li~ed citizen th,ruu~h 
__ I begar workinb worker. 

I noticed th(,t the U.:'::.'. soemed to get n10ug Ryc.n nll right. In 
1932 our men becume dissatisfied with John L. Lewis as President and when 
he stole the ballots on the quostion of the wago scale wo formed a now 
union, the Progressivo Uine dorkers of ~rica. I did participate in the 
formation of P.U.A. by soliciting ncw members. During the entire time the 
P.!.!.l •• union represented the miners at l.Iine "A". I Was satisfied with the 
crganizr.tion =d it appeared to properly represent the men. I first heard 
!l.bout the §!lle of Mine "il." when I Cl'.1!le home from town and snw it in the 
paper. I i'igurcd this wee bed fer the miners tlIld knew thet we would either 
have to go beck to the Uui tod lline '.orkers or give up our jobs. 

al hec.rd the runors toot Elshcff WOU1d.tl't reopen Mine "A" unless 
it wns under the United !.!ine -,:orkcrs and I dso hcc.rd it said that ho _s 
(oing to operate Mine nAn through the Uine "B" shaft. ,mile 1 didn't pay 
cny attention to the 1c.tt~r rumor 1 wns inclined to belief that the tormer 
rumor wes true. 1 hearc these stories fram fellow members of our local. 

"I went belc!: to work at Mine "A" as a United liiner beceluae I 
felt that I wculdn't bo able to go back to work as a ProGrossive Miner and 
because a 1ll£.jcrity of the Cine nl." er.tployecs switched over to U.!.!;: •• 

":.bile I wus with the Progressive lJina i;orkers I scrved as Pit 
Ccmmitteer.t~. I did net c.ttcnd any of the ",eetings at whieh the miners dis­
cussed the sale of l:ino n J1". 

WI do notico that undor trw Unitad Mina ~orkers that tr£ working 
conditions are not as good as they were under the Pr06ressive ~ne workers. 

- 446-

--~--~,------~~~ ..... ----

•• 



, 
, 

c 
... 

HE. JOHN L. lZ •• IS. ET AL. 

INTt:RVI E:. ·.;ITH 

~ 
Our grievc.ncJs arc novi hr.ndlod by comp=y mon and they 
refer the crievanccs to tho Superintendent if they have 
time and he ht.s tc tako up the grievanoe with Osonr 
Fr.lectti, Superintendent of uina ftB". ~x he saya goes 

whether the !.len li!:c. it or not. liDcontly I noted that the loose oxplosive 
p~Jerv;[,s nut betting out the cc"l nnd I got up at a t:\Bcting ef our local 
end sUbg~steu that a Ccmnittce ge $00 Elshoff about putting in stiok 

i5 o:oro efficient. The cOMmittee oor.lposed of-.... 
nd ~ether fellow were oppointed nod thoy t~l~ 

• Leter _ told me thct I had better not cone 
up tc tho next ::leotinc, thn~ov's were fixing up to boat me up 
c.nd tlu.t "lsheff ht.d 5[..id thct I ·)7[.s !:. "Progressive 4;itr.torlft 

"I hr<vc noticod also thc.t the locd union 'is not disposed to 
oppese the ccnt'c.ny cn t. p[..rticulc.r iS3ue. Since the powder incident when 
the union f"ile:! to IK.kc e.n issue cut of the stiok pcwdcr and nccepted the 
company's wishes I hnvo stC'pp"d goin:; to the union rnectil".gs. 

"I 
fi third paGos by 

* •• itnessed: 

/s/ 
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RE. JOHN L. J$."ilS, ET 4L. 

On SeptL't!l:,er 14 interviOWllld. 
c. t hi s ho::\e c.t 
~Y Spocic.l 
~ 1::'pe[,reJ to bo c:,opera 
rch~~~lnL questions propoun~eJ to hire Rnd 

licvd. thcct h~ v:. uld ncs:e u ClC t witn3ss. He 1iscluims any 

Id, 
nnel_ 

it is n'lt be­
crtoinnl reoord. 

Ccurt. 

uS~rincfiLld, Illincis 
Scpt'JI..tlr 14, 19';3, 

ld, Illinois, and_ 
s < Buroau t"f 

been ~de to mOl 1 have been 
this statoment C~ bo use~ in 

"I wus be·rn und becllmo a naturc.liEod 
citizen of the Unitcc s in cr • wc.s etlploycd at lIino "A" 
i~ and have been vf'rk.in:.~ theN evcr since. In that t~ I ~ve be­
lcn;::cd to the Uni te1 lfina ./crkers Uni"D =1 tho l'r"l;rcssi Vo Une .. orkers 
Union. Befor" 1932 IVins satisfic'll-ith the United 1.:inc 'Iorkers organi­
u.tie,n und 1 ch=sed over to tho P.!:.i •• becc.use the rest cf thetl did. After 
I chUlLed evor to the l~ I WI:S satisfied with that rr~anizc.tion and boliove 
it rcpres':mt~d the nincr~. 

"1 le"rno~ C'f the salo of lline "1," to Elshof in 1941 by rosding 
it in the ncwsp"per. I r.lso rcccive1 I: letter fron 1lT. Rynn in which ho 
s"i~ he h~l scll~ th£: nine an,! thc.t I =s no lonC3r an ~ployeo of Uine fll.8. 
I "lso received o.n unsi,,-ned letteor tollinc r.le thnt if I wanted to keep oy 
job at liinc "i.n th.-.t 1 T1Gul-:l have t" chan:.;e oy union I:ffililltions. I knew 
V!h~n I he,"rd the mine w~.s sole. thr.t I Tfould have tc chance unions if I 
w,"nte1 tv )r.ocp tly jL b. Hcwever. DC one ;out My pressure cn mo to chnn~e 
unions. I heard a rUJ:lcr to the offect thc.t Elshoff wculd not reopen lIine 
"An unless it w~s oporatel by tho U.~.~. but it hIld no influence on tly 
dccisivn to join the U.ll:.;. 

"J: ettondc1 cne meeting d tho lune -Aft =ployees hold o.t the 
Elks He.ll V!here the miners 1iscusscd c.s to v!hcther cr not thoy shoulli go, 
evor teo the m.::;. I roaull thut Il 1ccisicn Vocs roachecl at this Meeting to 
Co over to U.ll.~. c.nd then R£y Edmundson was cc.lled in. He prcmsed us 
cur jobs. 

"I hnve nctic"d no diffcrenoe in wcrldnt; c('n"itions undor U.l1.7I. 
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RE, JOHN L. LE .• 'JS. ET bL. 

~ 
Cl5 ccmpured with werldng ccn.litiC'DS \Ulder the i'rocressive 
J.:inc r I e Uni on. 

(ccntinucd) 
"I hnvc boen re4d tho within 8tnt~~nt co~ai8ting cf 

twc. c.n1 c. frc.cticn }lu:::os we:l it is c.ll true. 

-"i tnc 55\..=-1 

Sl'eciul Agents, F.B.I. 
Sl-'rin~fid!. Illinds. 

lsi 
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Re: Jom L. W'IS, ET At. 

_ During the course of this 
anc agi t:J.teo and although he expressed a trillir,gness to give the Agents 
any iLfol'!:"? tion he could and W:J.S outwardly entirely cordi:!l, he refused to 
answ"r 3ny questions concerning the ev~nts that happened at the meeting 
helt: at th3 Elks Club. At the cor.clusion of the i!ltervi€11 he was 3sk;?d if 
he h::.d bE:~!l apl)r03Ch~d conccrnir.g this cas,; and told not to talk to Agents. 
He denied this rep€atedly. He W:J.S slso asked why he was scared to tell 
Ar;~nt5 10DUt the meeting at the Elks Club, and while he? der.iec being 
frieht€!lcc, it w~s notod~s question gave him a definite start. 
It is r.ot bclie\'ed th:.t _ns telling aU that he knows cor,cerning this 
C35" :md it is sueg=stcd t!1::. t hi: b2 !:J:'ought lAofol'C the Gr:md Jury for further 
qu~stionir.g. He :levised hs h:J.s no cri"-lin:11 record. He r,fus~d to si(;l1 
th; st:J.t.:ment, which ,d.ll b€ SEot out b~loY;, "lthough h~ stated th:1t it was 
all true and t;nt th,rc. W:J.S no r,,"son why he should not sign the st:lt"ment. 

ICive the following ir,formation to -
knoxn to ne to be Sp"c. Ag.::nts of u:-r: B. I. 

h:lve b~~n Il'cdc me to get this stat2J1!1Snt. I 3oI;: now 
a dri vcr I !'.:J.ve be.Jn there: sir,cf' 1932 or 1933. I 

I joined the P.J.:.A. bcc30use I wanted to.L 
oVer the othE.r. 

"I hC'3.rd through gossip th'3.t 11shoff W3,S t~king over iline 'A '. I 
never pid :myatt<:ntion to it at th~ time.L I figured if I didn't work there 
I'd ,Iork sO::K.place else. From 1932 to 1941 I was satisfied with the waY' 
F .1:.". w-:s h:mdli,;g thir.gs ••• hen Elshoff took over i\ine 'A' nobody came 
to my hous() !:it all to ask lDG !:ibout it or Which union I wanted. I don 't 
r,;c:?ll :1"arir.g a.'1ything :>.t th~ tilllZ to th'" effect that Ushoff was going 
to t:lkc coal from !~ne 'A' through ~nc fB' nor do I recall hearing that 
he would of,ly opzr:.t" iline ;. .vi th :l U.ll. '" union. 

"l'he only meeting I r"mcmb.;r att:ncling ,"I:!S at the Elks Club I 
dor.t r~c.ill ho?! 1 h8:.rd about this. I dor.'t r_m"'I:lb~r at this timc who 
h'1d clurgc of ti'.is Ilk.('ting. I.:lm not sure why this mEeting ,,3.5 held .:It 
th'~ Elks Club ar.d I dont m:mt to S3.y \,hat the purpose of the me~ting ",as. 
I w::.s not 3. menb2r of any cOI!'.mitt.::es 3oppointed at this tilDG :.md I did not 
go to Elshoff's, or Edmundson's office or to the Leland ''otcl after the 
nxo<>ti::g. I join"d t!1" U.t' .... at iiir.e 'A' about th\l time it opened. I 
joined D.t: •.•• of my O\"1l'l fr.]c will. Conm tior.s at Hir.e A 30re the !lame 
mder U.M.~:. 'is they T.'Gre uncier P.l:.". so far as I 3m c.oncemed. 
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Re: JOHN L. LEUS, ET AL. 

!IaLWl:::,; .ilTH 

.~ 
"I h.:lvc read this two page statement and to 

thE best of my knowledge it is all true and the infor­
motion therein is just as I have given :it to the Agznts. 

I dori1t care to sign t'is~ I have no p~rticular reason for this. 

"'Ai tness2S : 

/5/--... 
~.I. 

l~T1n • 

. B. I. 
Sprir.gfield, Ill. 
Sept. 17, 1943/1 

.... 
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REI JOHN L. LE1tIS. ET AL. 

The fOl~oWin investi atio~y Speci~l 
Agents and ___ ~t Spring-
field. Illinois. on ptember 15,,1943. , 

Springfield. Illinois, 
Agents interviewe advise never had been in any 
trouble in his Ii be honest and truthful but it was 
noted he did not know much y:hat went on because of his position. It 
is felt that he would make a fair witness if his testimony were neoessary 
and he appeared to be very cooperative. 

The following signed state~ent was obtained from 

Sprin:::;field­
Sept. 15, 1943. 

thi s stateI:lent. 

give the following information to 1IIIIIIII 
hsve identified themselves to me as 

threats or promises have been made to get 

"I started at ' I am _ 
_ there. I was I was a 
~f the P.M.A. when I started at ok no hand 

in the switch from U.£.~. to P.~.A. and after the strike in 1932 I got & 
job in a place where the P.~.A. was. I hated to see the trouble Which 
caused the split between U.~.W. and P.M.A. I would rather have seen the 
men satisfied with one union. 

"1 first learned that Elshoff had taken over the Mine "Aft through 
the papers and then later I got a letter to that effect from Mr. Ryan the 
former operator. kt the time I did not know what would happen, whether I 
had a job there or not,!. I figured I would just have to wait and see. Be­
fore Elshoff took over Mine "A" things went along well betweon P.M.A. and 
Ryan. I Ylas not approached as to my opinion or ",hether we should join the 
U.M.~. or not and I had no one come to me and try to get me to join U.K .... 
I don't think I heard anything about the possibility that Uine "A <l!ight 
be operated through Liine "B". I did not hear any rumor that ElshoN' would 
only open ~ine A under a U.M.T.. contract. I attended 2 meetings,one at 
P.M.A. Hall and on~ at Elks. 

"I believe I read in the paper of the meeting to be held at 
P.!.i.A. Hall. I think this meeting was held just to discuss how the mine 
was to be opened. I am not sure but I don't think any committee reported , ' 

or was appointed. I don t reoall any trouble at that meeting. 
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REI JOHN L. LEl'iIS, ET AL. 

WI heud of the meeting at the Elks Club through the 
papers. I believe that ............. presided. Thia 
meeting was to see how~ of the men were 
about starting the mine. I th.1nk what ... -e did was 

sign a slip to go over to U.~.n. if we wanted to go to work. 1 thought 
I would be without a job if I didn't sign up, so since that was the way 
it was going to be I 5i~ned the slip of my awn free will. Edmundson oame 
over later and gave a talk. I don't recall what was said. I did not care 
.. :hich local Was at }line "A".' 1 just wanted to go to work. I did not go to 
Edmundson's or Llshoff's office the night of the meeting. Conditions at 
~ine wAw since 1941 under the U.M .... ·are the Bame in my job as always. 
I would not bo able to say as to how they are in the mine because I don't 
come in cor.tact with the miners. 

WI have had Agent -.rread this statement which is written on 
this and two other pages to M~iS all true and Dorrect to the beat of 
my knowledge and is just like I have told it to the Agents. I am signing 
this of my own free will as it is the truth. 

-ni tnesses 

St. Faul, Cinn. 

c. • FBI (lUlw) 
~pringfield, Ill. 
~ept. 15. 1943. " 
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_ is vary intelligent 
is tu he note1 that lOt the tine c.f 
Il"ents thl,t LlthlAll;h he ~d juined the IU. he h«cl the WI. 
He advised th"t he hus nocrininLl reccre:'. Fr<:e the infornt.tian r.ivon . 
c.t the tine of this interviaw it is nl,t folt thn~would 
n"k" n 1';0.01 witnoBs, ;>artioult;rly '"s his story is~ prejuclioed 
1u(' t" his udni ttcd preferenoo fur UH I. 

- The f" 11 owing si,;nod st'- tonant 1iJt;.S proourod frlXl_ 

_ ~n1 

cf the F.B.I., 
1nf ..:rn!lt ion .. 

~. 
Se.,t. 14, 1943. 

give the followin;; infornc-tian to _ 
nh" "ro knvl'ln to nO t,) be Speoie1 J.p;cnts 

;)r..nisas m,vo been I!ll.ne nu to procure this 

"I C<O werking nt buss'. I hr.ve boon thero 
a"cut '~B' I WIl8 bern I first joined n cine 
union n _ :..t S;)ringflelr:, ut lline .... '. 
in 1932, when they ~/ent tl' .>.;l~ .. with the othors. I Tlould just La scan 
h-vc stayo~ with U.'I;:. Lt tho tine. Durinr; tho tine 'Wo h',n, the ?!!~. 
unicn c:t ,lino be there were no outst"nc~ in,: disputos thero botwean -chI) 
cOCl;><-ny th:.-t Iknow of. "/hon 3U;HOFF took .:!VCr lline ',.' in 1941 I 
believe 1 roc.d "f it in the ;>"')ors. I fir,uror. thL,t if he lv.,d bour;ht 
it ann they O'lno n swi tah, I woul-! i:') over with the rest uf' then, if I 
""nte~ tc st:cy thero. I Wt;S not l,::> >rut-chod l,t this tine nbout joinin{; 
the U.!f'- ,. I hoc.rd SCIlle talk th~t 3LSHOFF mGht o;>orote Jlino ,. throuGh 
)tine B but it ''''s just tulk. This ni.';ht p"saibly be dana if they 1f'~ntot'! 
tc no.ke Il bi,; !'lino "ut of 2 11 ttlu onus "-s thoy "1"0 oonnooterl by the nc.in 
R:lll!"!.0c1I"2..Y. I did not .hc~r thl..lt llSHVF'F Wt:S cuinG to 01Q80 j(ino J.~ tmlesB 
tM I!len joinod U.!!.~I. I utwnrlod ono noct1.nr, l.t the l'e,lrItl.Ds &:.11 the neot­
ing ut tho Elks nn~ trion to nttonrl wno at the Poll .... Roll but the Poll .... 
offioinla wouldn't lot us hold it "nr' tho Dootinr, wr.s broken up. Thore 
'Were only one or two who ooulrl 8?onk. I did not sea any fif:ht I bot 
serta disoussed und left bofore it .".s flll over. I think there 'WOs n 
ocnmittoe u'1:)cintec1 to soe if we oouldn't fine! n pluoe to ~vo n 
!!leotin!;. I .r",s not £I. conbor of thc.t oOl1nittoo. It seons to 1'10 tho 

mOO1:1n:" Wl'S published but I woulnn't be SUTe 
of th:.lt. wus in ohL.rgo or the i'lGutinG ... t l{arlIlOll 
BIl11. I 8 h;,d tv see if we would hllvo om invosti-
,~ntion to decide if we would j()in U':I.':. There _re no outsidors t.t this 
!'lee tin,: • Jot the l'e!lnl.n 5-11 neatin;; they deoided to beva IIDllther aeetinG 
but they oouldn't Get hetlno.ns BIl11 so thoy hn~ 1 t at the IJlks Club. This 
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REt JOH'l L. LEIIS. BT ,.L. 

meeting 1mS in oharbe ~'le took 
took n standing vote an whether they would go to 
U.l!.1l o.nd I think they voted 8011d to do this. 
I dont reo ... ll henrint; nnythint; nbout o!)8nin1; 

Jliine A t:.nd to f!lY knowledGe nothinc 1«:5 8aid .. bout the nen hAvinr; to 
join U .J! :.j. to kee:> Hine ',.' ol)en. lIy the ory c.s to why the non awi tohed 
over is th:::t ELSH0FF had n oontraot with U.lfi. nt lline 'B' o.nd would 
?rebe. bly o?"rcte ltine I,. 'under [l or.ntrt.ot with U .11.' i. In my h .... rt I 
h:;.ve c.lwnys been U.!l.,'I. '1 joined P."ot •• in 1932 only beonu88 I ~ to 
go over to kee'1 my job. ..!ter tho vutinr; wns ovor b.Y EIl!Ull'lSON oc.me aver 
end telk~d tc us. He s:oid he tht,nked the ",en for the wcy they hod voted 
unj to 11 then they would be 0.00<3 ,to" b.ok in U .lI.1l. und tro"tEl~ the wny 
they hl:~ ohr-ys bQon. Th[.t 6'-ne tine Ole sir,nod o«rds goinl; uvor to Uoll.Ti. 
I di-l n-ot bO to E<lmWl daon's "ffice. the Lehmd Hutel or ELSl!JFFS offioo 
efter this nootin;. I hL-ve never hold c. \:Ilion of'i'ioo end die not then. 
Sinoe the U.H: •• hr.s been b'.ok L:t cline ',,' I think thut conditions Lt 
:JL'16 ' •• ' h""e been in:>r0ved. l>.los c.re "bout the sone but wurkinr, oon­
ditions r...ve w?r()verl, I think. if the non oc.n 800 it. I he<crd a 
ryrccressive offioi<:.l, I underst:',nn s:,y th~t ht.dn't tony body batter turn 
ever tc U.!!;;. if they did he h",d sCI"le hoys in Southorn Illinois tn.t w0I11d 
t::.ke o::.ro of then. I _. net forced to join U ':1.1;. but did 80 of roy own 
free will. 

"I hcevo roud this 3". ,0 st,.toncnt 6: to the bast of roy 
knowlea"e and belief it is all true .'.M L& I htve r,iven it to tho 
F.'.I ... ,ants. I cr.J signint~ this cf I'ly 0\1%1 will uS it is the truth • 

... ·.1 t!1essest 

• 
St. 

~.I. 
S)rini';fidd. Ill. 
Se)t. 14. 1943." 

(:.!ilw.) 
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He: Jam L. LE".ns, ET AL. 

Spe~ial Agents ~nd 
to the 

Springfield, 
and 'IIi th the assi woman, he call;!d o"rer, he ad-
,ised ti1"_t he does English well and that hi!! 1I1.fe does 
r,ot either. Hz further stated that he has beer. at \Gine " for many years 
and th~t his ~ughter is in Chica?o for two weeks, but that she could 
assist in interviewing him upon her return. He advised that he hurt 
hiJ;'.~;lf at J.i:in<2 " and has been in the hospital until a IOOnth ago. 

further he was a citizen through naturaliza-
ryas born He said he ~ttended n meeting on 

a Sunday at th,: "'lks Club, but ,;ent on because he 
could not UilderEwr.d "-r.glish :md he "c;vis2d that he voted over to U'31 
beC3.l1SC the rest of the loc'll did. He said that he dO~5 what the yomg 
!':,"n do and nobody forced r.il:l t,. vote that ,lay. He steted that if his 
d:l.ughtcr ,l"r, present she could act as his interpreter. , 

&tcnog:-al''lic notes of th~ abov2 Y.'?rc: tc·ken by ;.gent .... 
ar_ b"i~,g ntained in inst:mt file. 

It ,((is r.ot"d that _is a r3.ther old ron :lnd it is felt that 
he would make a poor witness. 
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Re: JOIti L. IEriIS, ET AL • 

( 

c 

..... 
S"pt. 14, 1943 

vc th~ following statement to ~ 
nho ar J known to me to be ~pecial 
.:Its or promises have beE:n maelt me in 

order to g~t mc to give this stat·cll:ent. 

"I .... as born I came to the U.S. 
in_I Ixc:?rr.c a Id. I first went 
to ..:J.r._ ,,,, to ,.ork it w"nt b!lck as U.!.i.~i., 

I think this W'lS in thE sprir.g of 1941.L. I am a digger and worked 
th~no up until 5 or 6 mJl·ths .:I:;c. I first joined a mine union 
around :lbout _:hI'") "prir'Jfi·~ld, ill. I joined the Progressives 
whil3 ·.orking~!1" J",ffcrson i.;ir.e but I worked at l!ine 'A' as a 
Progrossiv~ for Bill Rysn. ~nL mi~e ~loscd ir. the spring and then 
I.lshoff took it ~v~r t..nd we: join,:;d the U.1:.~~·. in a body L"1 order 
to go b!lck to ";iork. I fElt t'1ic "!lS the: only T::iy to gGt Elshoff to 
Oper. be rrin~.z. cv-,ryone knc .... this. I r"ad in th2 palO"r that Elshoff 
was to t.lkc t'1c rrin2 ov~r, then of COUTEe the man all knen it too 
a!Od t'1cy felt th" only salv!ltion fur th~l:l was to jeir. the U.M. t1. 
A couple of ~~n C'lrr." to s~e ~ ~t my ho~ and asked me how I felt 
:md .I. tJld U.C!:1 I ';305 going to do -.7hat the other men did. When I 
Ylork\?c -:it l.line ';.' for Bill Ry:m th.?y n"v:;r had 3r.y trouble, for a fact 
they n~v':r hav~ any trouble th2rc n0U either, I n~vcr h(!ard a.nythlng 
about th~ p"ssibili ty cf Ushoff ,)pcr:..tir,g the :.line A through io!inE; 
B. !here -:r:.s a ru.,""r at the tin" th"lt thQ U.:J.1Y. had given 
Elshoff a pile of r.:onc:r to ')jXOratc l.:ine 'a' and get it oVer to U.l.!.il. 
I hc."rd too th:lt unl"ss tl1.3 e'en ;Ycnt right oVer to U.M.Vi, the trine 
\iJuld b~ shut aUlffi. I fiCV.JT :ltt:::ndod Sony !Z.E'.:tings where the question 
of returning t:le !.;inc: 'A' Ucr\ to the U.~.!.-;,. VIas discussed. I joined 
the:: U'?':"" out at !'ine '''', I nzvcr voted' on returning to U.lJ,W. 
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o 
Re: Jom L. LEYiI5, :t:T AL. 

I just joined up th"y tuld us our P.}[.A. ca.rd would 
be excepted 50 I just joined up at the mine as the 
other ~en had join~d. 

"I have nev~r had any ~rfer:lnce as tu which lZlion I belong to. 

"I ~av: h:ld .;.gcnt_ read this two page handwritten state­
rent to ::2 :lr.d it is all true: :lr.d C0rrect and as I hD.VE given it to the 
A'5_rtS. I am signir,g this ,if ;ry uvm free will. 

.ii tnesscs : 

/5/ 
~~F. 

~ ~1 
Springfield, Ill. 
S" ct 14 1943" . - , 

Signed 

(::u.-;. ) 
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C: o .. 
REI JOHN L. LEHIS, ETi.L 

ooopornti vo • 
nn into~protor nr, of English is not vory good. For that 
rvuson, p .... us tho fO-at tho.t ho hnd vory little knOWIBld 0 of tho Jtlno J. situAtitm 
it is nc"t; fo:it thnt ho would =ko n good ",1.tnoss. hils no knasm 
oricill'-l rocord. &. furuishod tho following signod stn I 

" 

"I, 

•

0 lowinG stntonont to Spocinl 
• No thronts or pronisos 

to l:lD.ko his etc.tonant. 

Ill. 
18; 194:5 

voluntnrily mko tho 

fI!III 
"I w::.E born in ""--"'o.rriving in AnorioQ. in 

1905. 1 wns no.tur~}izod ~t Spr~ I stnrtod in minos Q.S 
soon ns I 0"".10 tc i,,-.arion, jLin:'nG up with 11Y>'ll.. 1 mvo novor boon o.n 
officor in nny union. I run proson~ly omployod nt Mino J. ns n diggor, hnving 
sto.rtod thero in 1936. I hnd joi~tho Procrossivos nt thnt timo. Both 
unions oro the sc.mo to mo. 

"I know thD.t fr. RYI.N sold tho mno to Hr. ELSlIOFF. who owns 
!.!ino B. but den't k'1ow hon I found out. 

"I novor honrd o.bout lJino A eoing to bo olosod unloss tho man 
jei!1od UM;J" or th:-.t lli.ne i:.. wvuld be 01050d Q.nd tho oonl tnkon out through 
Hino B. 

to join Utl-i<., 
about it. 

"1 attondod eno mooting in SprinGflo1d, whoro tho man dooidod 
I don It know whoro toot mooting wo.s hold, or rOl!lombor IllUO~ 

"I hc.vo hnd tho o.b~vo po.~o of stnto1:x>nts mdo by mo rond to 
mo by J.sont__ Tho s=o nro truo & oorroot. 

/s/ 

Ill. " 
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Re: JOm L. LE',IS, ET AL. 

residence, 
Special 

on September 
rstand the 

Lnglish language very ve~~. She advised that he has never been arrested. 
It is felt he Mule: make a poor witness. He furnished the following 
signed statement. 

~ 
Sept. 15, 1943. 

the following information to 
v,ho hc.ve i~entified themselves as 

.B.I. I have :1ad ~elp ne as 1 
language VEry wcll~ have to 
best of my I was born 
carne to U. S. & I became a 
b3en y~ars & am 

as e di ,:ger. In 1932 I just fo rest over to 
p.).;.". & I did not care 'I!oat union was there as both were the same 
to me and I did not prefer one over the othEr. I saw in the paper 
that ~lshoff bot W.in~ A and I was not interested in it at all then 
as J. didn't em who ow~ed it. I md no complaints against P.».A. 
as f~r ~s I w~5.conc£rned. My wife says that two men came to my 
home but I W'lsn t hOI:1e & they wanted me to join up nth U.M.i'. so 
that Elshoff wottld open up Uinc A but they never came back to see me. 
The men at .dne A all talked around that if they wouldn't join up 
wi th U.!!.;,. <-lshoff would not open up l:i.ne " & I believed it but 
not for sure and that "as why I later jOl.ned U.M .... I never went to 
any of the meetings at P.M.A. Hall, t<ecl.nen Hall, l:.lks Club and I 
never W1S told about them & I don It understand good &n~&y if I did 
go. I signed up at the m~eting in the U.!.:.'.'. Hall. It was the 
first meeting of the new 0./.; •••• local as they had turned over by t~ 
& this was before Uine A opened. I never voted & had to 6i~ up in 
order to "0 back to r'ork as the local had changed from P. M.A. to U.K ..... 
si;~~ U.~~. -h~~ been-;t l~ne h things are just the same for me as 
they were under t' .U.A. and it still doesn't IlOke 3111 difference to 
me .... hat local is there. I h3.ve had A~ent_ read this two (2) 
page statement to me and it is true md co~ 

·t-ii tnesses: 
/",/~ 

peci:ll Agent, '.B.I.,. 
~ 
~I (J.!ilw) 
Springfield, Ill. 
Sept. 15, 1943" 

Signed 
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RE : JOHN L. LElTIS, ET J.L 

~ 
ber 17, 1943. 

At. hi s rcsiecn 
hsonto interviawo<! 
rcsteL in his lifo. 
h8 ro::.c.i ly understood the 
[ontly. It is folt ho i. 
is bclicv<c," he 'louIe r.uo.ko 
sc.ry .. 

o 

The followinc in~osti Ltion vms conducted by 
~ Ar;onts nnd __ 
_ t $prinGfiol<!, III "s, on Sept=-

Sprincfield, Illinois, 
nevor has boon or-

h" is un intollicont indi~iduo1, and 
nnd t.nsworod thom rer.Gily and intelli­

hnnoet, an~ ho nppoc.rcd to bo cooperr_tivo. and it 
u vory eooe witnvBs if his tostinony wero neces-

hcents obt::.inod fro~ hin th" flllowin[ Eic;nod st"toment. 

Sept. 17, 1943 

give tho followint; informution tv _ 
entified thomselvas as Sp&cio1 Ag&n~ 

premises have boon m::tde me to rivo this infer-
=tion. I quit 1942 hed bo~n thoro "bOut. yenrs or so. 
Presently 11M &: Imvc boon sinco Jc,n. 1941\. 
I was born in Yi::t8 not nt Mine A when it went 
? lJ. 1 .. in 1 vtl"n I stc.rted nt l'J.ne A. It 
seemec ut first P. ll. A. was u little bottor but ut onJ woro ~bout s~o ns 
LT. }.;. 11. but still r:tAy be a littlo bottor. I think I honrd from the mon in 
1941 thet EIsh·)ff bot !.!ine i. nnd I <lien' t len"", then jus t whet would be -tho 
result of it. Up to thon I h::td boon s:ltisfiocO with 1'. 1:. L. I hoord oon' 

\Vent erc unC: but no Dna C<:"":10 {: nsl:e;d 100 to join over or he\'{ I felt then. --'r beliuve, tGIC: "'" nbout u moctinc th:lt wr.s tc be hoill. I 
~l:l the miners that Elshcff micht tcJ:o coc.l out frer>. llino A 
thru Hine B to if I 0.180 mantionod nt the l'lOatiIlb' I .hink 

_tulC: us tt:::.t I nCV<3r -,Iont to =ny LlOotin-S. I 
~eo.rd tho.t if wo • '.7. Mino 1. would bo eponod & I be-

Hove sone "no tele'. us this toe at the ",cctine & I think it m.s_ 
who saie! it l: thon I folt thet I hud to jein over to U. u. n. or~ 
without work. I think I ottenead ."veral oectin,:s but I did n"t Co to t he 
0116 on Sunday nt the Elks Club but I wont te Il, fO"{( beforo thon. I did at­
tend Q oootinc on tho 7th floor €If tho U. :1. :t. Bleb' &: thut m:.B when I 
jeinod up. EGclUll'~scn ,",,-s not there but s.:;mc Bonre mombcr of U. 11. '1. -;m.. 
thoro 0\: \7clcomed us hack into tho fele! 0\: soid "'0 woul:! bo troetoG very 
nicely. -,;c wero tole: wo hAd to belong to U. n. 'T. to wvrl:: out thoro 80 I 
h::td to join up in crdor to work. J.f'ter this I believe I WIlS working 111-
roo.ey 0\: hc.~ to £;0 to this U. M. :-1. to sir,n up 6: I think it _B for UB who 
hr>c not boon o.t tho Elks Club. It wt.s (lither te· £0 to w"rk under U. J(. W. 
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HE: JO~~ 1.. 1.E".(IS. ET J..1 

I 

or bo wi thClut (l job. I die net belon!; to ~ 
C07.litt006 cit cid not gc te· Ec'.l;runc'.s(·ns or 
Ellshoff. offico. It sooDod th~t t.ftor U. U. 
'fl.-took over tho rumor 1nS tho Prol9'088ivos 

ussc to n·.n the mine but th'.t thD ccnpony "cult' nL'Yt run it. ,'hill[.8 wero 
not (lS Cr)l.o un'-".cr U. Ii. ,}. cS uncor ? 1I. 1 .• cit they cho.ngoc Q. lat of 8Jll1'.ll 
thines such <.6 6tc.rting c..t 7:15 j,. U. in6tOf\G of 7.30 b.. l!. I hnvo read 
this 2 (twc) p"-CG st"tenent &- it is truo cit correct to the best of my 
kn.vI1ocC~. This mokes (3) three p"gos n,w. 

"I am sieninc this of my cun free; will. 

"SiPlOd: 

n·,iitncs 50S: 

/5/ ~. 1., 
St. i'o.ul, Hi.?Jli. 

/5/ 
Speci"l • F. B. I. (Uilw.) 
Sprin~fiol(. Ill. 
SGpt. 17. 1913. 
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o 
Re: JOlfl L. LE"·iIS, ET AL, 

who has a room a~ 
field, Illinois, ~~ . 

, 1943 by Special Agentstllllllllllllll 
He advised that he has no criminal record. It was 

was rather hard to understand, although he appeared to 
the questions. It is felt he "ould mke a rather poor witne88 
testirony '"'ere Agents obtained the 

follo17ir.g signed h he signed in the presence 
of hie landlady, 

give this information. 

~ 
Sept. 15, 194.3 

give the folloViing irSormtion to 
who are known to me to me to be Special 
or promises have been made to get me 

-ine A as a digger for abo~ yrs. I was 
I came to V.s. in about~ I became a 
in_spring, 

• 

born 

"I jo~ned over With P.ll.A. when the rest of the men at :~e 'A' 
did it was all the same to me which union they had. At the time P .l!.A. 
was-the union at ~~ne 'A' I liked them. 

"I heard th3. t ... lshoff had taken over ;..ine i. in the papers. from 
oth~r mi~ers and I ~lso got a letter from Ryan telling me of it. It 
was all right m th met I Gid r,ot care who ran the mine as long as I had 
a job. I ret some fe lows on the street and they told me if we didnt 
join up wi t:l U.Iol .... lII'lyoo the mir.e would r.ot open and Elshoff might take 
the coal out through iJine B. I don~ know who these men werc,L there 
"ere mn.ny of them all talking this way ... hen I heard this and that it 
didn It cost anything J. figured 1 better join the U.C .... H didn't make 
any diff(?rence to 1!118 one·way or another any way. There were s"veral meet­
ir~ held 3t this time. I went to one at Rcdmans Hall and one at the 
1.lks Club. I know at these meetings we were told that if we wanted 
to hav.:? l!i.ne J\ op€ned we would have to join U.!! •. ;. as Elshoff don't 
like the rrogr6ssives. At the Elks Club we voted for going over to U.~~. 
it lT35 by standing vote. Jd'ter the election Ray Edmundson came and gave 
"i talk,L I dont kr.ow./hat he s:nd other than that U.Ii.'" was a good Ulian. 
I voted for u.1:.; .. becouse J. wanted to go to work and you couldn't get 
a job any p13ce else. I Signed up for U.I.:..i. that very same aftarnoon. I 
was not 0 member of any cOmmittee and ~ did not attend the meetings in 
E.drrundsons or t.lshoffs office after the "'lks Club meeting. 

- '63 -



t 
I 

~- -~-~---

li.e: JOm L, U. .. iI5, ET AL. 

~ "Conditions at lhne A under U,I4,'" are 'tne same 
IIIIIIIIIIIIIII as they were under P.~A, as far as I am concerned. 
(Continued) ~ 

"I have had Agent __ read this two page 
and it is al~ t.rue and correct so far as 1 can reca.ll. 
signing it of my own free will_ 

~ 
~(1!i1w.) 
Sprir.gfield, "Ill. 
Sept. 15, 1943" 

-s-
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REa JOm. L. I.E' TIS, ET AL. 

Il.r.ents 
16, 1945 he _. 

contuctad jn the morning go to work ~round 
11,00 b,M. ho sucgestad ~gents return ~t 10,00 A.H. on Soptambor 17, 
whioh they d~d b~t ~gents bud to wuit for him ubout 10 minutes ~8 he 
did not c.ppe:.:.r r.t his roan until 10,10 A.U. 

Ho WU8 vary unooopero.tive ~d ho was told ut tho stcrt t!¥.t 
if he did not wish to tulk to "gonts he did not MVO to but he ac.id 
he wuntcd to. During tho intorviO".1 ho onco o.sl:od if "gonts 'WOre not 
through yot und ho v:cs ~go.in told tr.<lt if hG did not \'Iunt to ~nswor tho 
questions he ahould EO udvisc o.gonts ~~ they would lo~ve but he acid tor 
~gonts to oontinue, 

Ho donied thc.t ho h~d boen oont~otod by unyono ~d he is folt 
to bo withholding inforDic.tivn Llnd it is suggostod thr.t he be oC.l1cd 
before tho Gr~d Jury to csoortc.in his full story. 

He furnishod the followin" unsigned stctoll<.:nt,. 

Sept. 17. 1943. 

give the follo\ling infort:lc.tion tJ_ 
who idol,tified themselves c.s Spooit,l l<gcnts 
ts or promises ~,vc!on m~do me to give this 

inform::.tion. I hnvo boon ",t Mille .. ubout Y""rs 4: I wn still there 
4: doliver on 8hi till l! yo(,rs (';(;0.. I 
wus born in In 1932 I went (]Vor to. 
P.M., •• o.s thc orG",nizo. I don't onre to 
sc.y if I wishod to. go. buck to ono union over nncthor. I rend in pc.pors 
that RY.:JI sold out Llino i.. It didn't tl"ke r:.:ny dit'forcnoo to mc (.8 I 
hnve tc mnlec 0. living. I nO'Vor heo.rd thut Mino " D1!';ht bo cpcrr.tod 
thru Minc B. I don't know 1£ lAinc .. wt:.a shut down in 1941 cr not but 
I kncw it -.ms shut do-om for 2 sW!lr.lOrs. I don't ouro to Wlswor if I hctU'd 
that ELSHOFF would opIJro.to it only ~s U .iJ.'T. Dina. ;.11 I knavr ill -.hnt 
I roo.d in tho p"pors. I did not g') to "D¥ ccotings :.s I think I 'Wont 
en nights thon 4: did not go. out to mooting Lot Elks Club. ,.ll I 1m"" 
c.bout it is t'rcn thr. pupcrs. I was net cn D.ny oomn1ttoOIl than - tho)' 
111'0. no go,d tor anyone. I htld :Il" oacp!t<int r.t all ugt..!nat PaM.... I won't 
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o 
RE, JOHN L. WITS, ET J.L. 

INTERVI E'I \nTH 

~ 
~nswer if I hnvo uD¥ proferenoe for one over 
uncthcr. I signod up o.t lfine ... with the U.u.U. 
No ane hns to.lkecl to 1'10. nbuut this 1nV'Ollt1~t1on 
clt it is truo to. the bost vf rsy knowlodgo. 

~.I. Speoir.l '.gent FBI (l1llw.) 

Springfield, Ill. 
St. Puul, lIinn. 

C::O""_~ ,., 'QA.~ • 
• ;u,;p"" •• " ..... "iI'..,. 
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c 
RE: JOHN L. Ll!l''-lS, xr J.L 

ht his residenc 
interviewed _in the 
has been arr~ life. 

! - -----_. __ .,--

conducted by Special Agents 
t Springfield, 111-

ingfield, Illinois. Agents 
and he advised he never 

IlCEle ty in understanding 
te and he had sane diffic\U ty 1n the questions asked ashe·is ra 

expreBsir~ himself. It is felt that 
testimony is necessary. 

he would !:lAke a poor wi mess unless his 

Agents obt&ined from hin the following signed statement, 

, 

give the following information to __ 
identified theoselves as Speci"l Agen~. 
MV" been mnde to Illf.l to give this st .. tement. 

& I crune to U. S. in_'" 
bec'L"le .. citizen Ill. I have been at l.line 
A "5 e. digger for = still there. 1 joined over to P.UoA. 
in 1932 cs r.ll others did. I like both unions r,B they don't =ke noy dif­
ference to ne at ~ll. I re~d in pnpers thnt Elshofr bot Mine A ." people 
also t~H:ed .. boot it. 1 didn't think it would nake any difference to ne who 
owned it or who.t union 1 belonged to. I liked P.l:l.i .. while nt lline A ." they 
were e.lright to nee No one & !'sked ne about joining over to U..1I;·!. in 1941. 
I don 't renanber of he-cring thnt Blahoff night tr.lee cod out of liine 1. thru 
Mine B. hveryone Wr'.B trlking th.".t Elshorf would open lline J, as U.la!.'i. &T 
felt'" believed that wny ." then figured I would be out of a job maybe too a8 
jobs were f!.f'.rd to get; I heRrd they he.d SOI!le ~eetingB but I don't understand 
· ... he.t they S?,y so r never went to many meetings. I don't know or remember if 
r was at Rednan'. Ro.ll but I think I 1m. at Elk's Club ceeting on a Sunday 
when the Den stood up '" 'VOted. r don't know what they lIaid. We c.ll signed 
up to go back to U.l1.· •• then. I signed up with U.M;.,. in order to he.ve a job. 
6v6ryone _8 sr.ying if ,..e did not sign up we would hD.ve no job and I hD.ve a 
lr.rge f=ily 110 hD.d to have a job. I did not belong to a~ Committf!le. I 
d:m't know what else -.res lI(cid at the neeting ." I went right back hOllle after 
the :!If!leting. I find no difference in~ion from tllother a: we have to 'WOrk 
urrler both of them. I h!"~vc l--.a.d ~gent~ ref1d to me thil two (2) page atate­
!:lent'" it i8 true'" correct to the b~Bt of my knowledge and I he.ve signed thh _ 
of my own free will." 

IB~ 

" St. Pt.u1. )(inn. 
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~: JOHN L. LEl.J:S, ET AI.. 

~Tlho resides at ........ 
Spri~ 'Was interviewe~ 
Springfield Office by Special 

and 1943. 

e+!:!o+';nl"t' 
u ... g ....... Ab 

membe rs of both UJji 

He is a 

be influencing Ius statooent, in of the fact that he could recall 
~ specific infonnation. Other than his poor momo:ry, _ 
_ '-!ould be a good witness due to his appearance and ~ to 
cxpross hlnBel1. He furnished lnformation a6 set forth in the foll~ng 
signed 6tat~ent. 

nSpringfi eld, III 
s;::ptenber 8, 1941. 

follCl\"~ne statement 
to rno have identified 

Fe<JOI-nJ. Bureau of 
Investigation. 110 prol:lisos, t.hrC<lts, or consideration of any kind 
has been made to 1:10 to t:lake this st.at.CI'lent. l!ll:l 1'fil11ng, if fiOees­
sary, to go to court, and repeat any part of this statomont. 

UIn 1941, }line A closed on the last day of I!arch. 
usual custom of thi~ 
17ent 
and idid 

This -r.as the 
iVan. I 

I ... as busy 
• 1 went 

to t'li€iiieetings, and did v.hatever activity Ta6 nGcossn.:ry. 

nsked then T.hat the meeting wilY 
goting to be hc.ld at fPclnali's hall Y:hcn the Progressives haq aliiill 
ortheir crrn. They told laC tl~t thoy could not get any justice at the 
Progressives. Before that I had hoard rtnors anong the Clen that Elsho!! 
and llin ... B 'I"as driving an entry frClr.l Kino B into l.:ine i.., and f;ere going 
to opeate Hine: /. frorJ lJ;ino B. The non ,.-ho \'lere 'florking in lIine B usod 
to cone out and tell us about that. I asked thesG ruan .. hy they 'l':ore 
coing to h.:1ve (l meeting, and \tbcther they r.anted to go out of the 
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H9: JOm~ L. LJlriIS. ET IJ.. 

~ 
~ 

Progressives. Thay said no, that they just wantod. to 
find out about their jobs at' l!ille 10.. 

Ill. do not recall exady'!':'hat happened at the first Llooting we hold 
after tll'l.t. It T:I1S held at the l'rogressi w Hall. I do not think that a 
Lleating 'l<as held at a;dnc.n I s hall. I Imar that _ and these others, 
and oili3r !.len talked at the nCotiI.g about tho e~eing drtven froc 
lli.r.e B into J!ine i., and the p.:>ssibilit;r of Llining Uine J. fron mine B • 
They add thGfl th<lt they did not thl.nk that 'I'1e 'Would be able to get our 
j?bs back because of tat. Thoy Slll.d th<'~t they thought that if 'We joined 
the !hi ted llinc '.'Jrk~ that l:1no i, '7ould be re)pencd and not be rained 
through '!inc B. I d-:J not recall tho:~ they quoted anyone as having said 
tht:t, but that Teas the gcnerF.l concensus of ::>pinion. It r.as co=n 
kn.Nledgc that th" entr-; T:as being driven f1011 B to ;.. .At that ll6eting 
a coor.ri ttee "'as elected to go to Bee Elshoff nnd find out ,chat ~as going 
t::> happ:m to !ane ". I d" not :'Ccall Tlho "as on that cor.u:ri.ttee. I Imow I 
las clected t:J the c')rrut tee;. It nlS to neet at the union hall at lOKI! 
on onc d3Y, and vee V:3re tJ all €? out together. '..hon I rot to tho hal!, 
~'O of c::>J][:ittee had already Gone out, thnt the tIi. 
"'as ~Din;; t'.) keep th:m fro,.] g::>ino; at 10. P.J; board 
r.cnbsr, but n?t a nonbcr of local H51 I do not 
nCI111 1:h::> that l"as. I do n,li; 1m0l: .:hat results thcj' had in their conference 
lith ElslJClff. I dQ not think they S;r\' ]J.sheff, but did sec Falcetti. I 
dJ not recall mat F.?lcctti told then. 

nay the noxt oeeting, 
of the r.cn. They all thought 

had talked t~ ell 
; jobs. back, 

and th~ir ~an a lot Jf trouble keeping ordor at the neeting. 

"iJ.l uf the !Jen s"e;led all set to r,J over nnd jQin tho U!f.. then. 
1. do not think that there "or" r':Jl'C than abQut JO :Jf us Who were not. 
Thc:rc "as nJ violenco at tlk'lt l1oeting, but thore l;!l.S a l;,t of confusion. 
I do n-:>t recall tht, details. I do not think nnything else happened 
until tho r.lOoting of the Den at the K of C hall. I did n.:>t GO to that 
[lecting, because I knar it T:ns to join the UlII" I'.nd I had said that I 
l:ould never join the wr.. 

back to 'l'iork at liine A \ hen it reopened, 
t<11tn the local T:cnt 0111, I r.auld not 

''')ll.J.a not ... ork under those conditions. 
I had heard abmt .hat had happened at W.ne B and hO'l' tho coopany had 
fayored tlf. tJcnbcrs, and Imer: that I ~'::>uld n:>t be able to :;et a f;ood rocco 
track, etc., if I ~'ent to T'ork at lti.ne 11 under the salle c'lopany, so I 
did n.:>t GO bnck. I thoui!ht r:w rir;hts h.~d bGen vi'llated, nnd taking sway 
IV;: riGht to '\""li< c.t :;:i.nc; L. under the c.Jnditi;.>ns that I could ... olit thare. 
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III I JOHll L. L~ IS, 3T JJ... 

"Ber')l'0 Elshol'f b0ucht liine J:. there ..... as no dis­
scnsi;m as far as I kn"" nb.mt the uni')n, and thero 
'Was no cctivity to join any other union. It 'l<as the 
sbry that "'as passed around about the entrJ being 

c'nv:m L-:::. !:inc 13 ini:> lln0 A, and tile opcrahon fron B, <IIld th() sto17 that 
H t:1CY juincd the un, Nine, i. ~;ould be l'O'Jponed, that caused the men to 
ch.:mgc. 

"I have read the ab.;.ve statcuent on this pac:e and t'tro other pages. 
It is all tru3 p.nd I1ccurnte. 

/S/ 

/S/ F.B.I. -

Sp8cial "gent F.B.I." 
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Rc, JO~ L. ~IS, ET AL 

At his resid 
intBr"li(;wed 

It "as 

... 

The follar ing 
Specinl Agents 
__ at 

Abents 
record. 
a pOOT witness unless his testimony is necessary. 

· ! 

o 

condu~ 

, on S~B, 

Springfield, Illinois, 
advised he has no criminal 

it is felt he would make 

Agents obtained from him the following statement which he signed 
wi th an "X". 

Sept. IB, 1943. 

give the following information 
identified th~rn881v€8 to me as 

I. cuts or 
give this inCarnation. 1 wns born in Li.uuun>ul 
now'" 1 cam~ to U. S. in"· bocame a cHiz 
I hav" been at I'inc [, .in~ run still there as Ii I went to 
F.!" .:,. in 1932 as vihole local ,'cnt oVICr than. I road in papor that 
Flshoff bot l~inc :. & nobody f"lt c;ood then and we all were Bcared & felt 
.. :e ,"1Ould-have no jobs. 1'0 one CalTl<' " sa" me about goin:; over to lJ.1I.1'I'. 
I hcarc th:>.t Llshorr might tc.ko coal from l!inc A thru 1:100 B !t that they 
would CO!lIlcct the two mines '0 if '70 wanted to workWo would leave to join 
u .':. • ~ I think it· ".5 just 0. sc:trc then ~ I ViaS 8cared too as I had not 
Vlorked for a long timo. Beard this from the minors. I also heard from 
other miners that Llshoff would only opon Mine J... as U.M • ...-. &: 1 also heard 
this at som.:: i:'"lGcting ! thirJc and I felt I v:ould be out of e. job. ! never 
went to any of the meetings at Redman's but did go to meeting at Elks Club. 
There they .,,1d :'ine A would be. reopened if we went back to UfMiiY..-i I hoard 
about the meeting from a couple of other miners on a Sunday. 
Tins in ch9.rgc of th6 meeting. '" e all stood up A: voted &: I di ocaase a 
tho others did and I felt if 1t was good enough for the others it "as good 
enough for me. I !lever belong"d to any cO!lllllittees. 'ile all signed up on 
some blank at the Elk's Club. I went diroetly homo from there. Since 
U.ll.r.. hn.ve been at P:ine thore is no difference - 8!1J11e as before under P.UoA. 
&: I h~d no complaints against P.g.A. whilE: they were there. 1 have had 
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Ro. JOHN L. rz;;rs, ET AL 

n-::itn('sSc':s. 
"x x 

"'itnesses 

sig;nec) 

(sign,od) 
. I. 

St. Fau1, }:;inn. 

"SprinGfield, 111. 
Sert. 18, 194:3" 

------~---

o 

Agcnt~ead to me this tvlO (2) page 
8t~te~ent ~ it is true ~ correct to the 
best of my reco11oction. I have signed 
this of my own free will. 
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RG: JOa< L. LE.iIS J ET kL • 

and __ :It Illinoill • .-.TH W2.S~y 5_ia1 ilgc:ntll 

Scpt"mr,or 14, 1943. He w:lS Vl7.ry cooperative 
~d ssemed to bQ abovv the average in intelligence, although his infor­
mation \7," veri lir . .ited. H" would be a good Witness insofar as hill 
st~temcn·.s mad'" in the folloting signed statement are con:::crned. 

~J 1943 
.... Ill. 

tho folloWing voluntary statement 
to Special .<gents of the Flcderal Bure:1u 
of 0 T.n;C':ClT.~ or promises have been rndc to induce 
rr.c to =ke any st3tenent. 

in Illinois and pr~.se -
a~ pr€~y e~p1oyod a 

,"orking in _ and joined the i",i at 
time. sta:tLd r;orkir.g :it llina " in 1939 and was there until 

the first of 191.3. I leas v'orking at Panth<?r Creek in 1932 when 
the st:ltc went progressiv.:. so I just siglled up Mth progressive. I 
didnTt'have anythir.g to do mth the start of progressive. 

nEverything ~as going along fine at hline A whcn E1shoff 
bouiCht the oir.e frOT:: Ry:m. I got e letter fro~ Ryan telling te 
he had sold th~ nin~ & at first I thought nothirg awut it. I 
believe this wa~ in the early f~ll of 1941. I know that the pro­
gressive union held SJDC ~2~tings ~fter th~ s~le was announced, but 
I didn 't :ltt~nd any of the :JCetings. I was living in Auburn at 
th~t time and that's une wf the r~asuns why I didn't go to any of 
the oeetir.g5 • 

n.:'U I kr.uw is that the' r':ljJrity "f r:l€n in progressive had 
signed up with Uniti..d at a oe~tir.3 2t tn<.: Llks. It was sone time 
uft_r this that I h"ard the l".cn hld al1 gone United &. that if I 
wanted tJ vlQrk I had to sign up. I had horel that BIshoff had rode 
the r"Dark that if the rrine hadn't gone Unit~dJ the nine wouldn't 
have op;:,ned, but 1 dJ r,,,t h3.V~ :my other infurrotiun about this. I 
~lent d:;>m to the United Hall and si:>;ncd up just before the r.:1ne 
I)pon~d in the' fal1. I was not forced t~ Sign up «< nubody ever 
thr~o.kr.cd ::;c tv sir.n. 

"I du nut know any of the det~ils of any of the me~tings held 
by progressive in the f~ll of 1941 :md j,)ined United because I 
wanted to be sur~ vf a jub. 
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o o 
Re: JOHN L. LEhIS, i.T AL. 

"r have read over this 5t~te~nt of 2 pages 
and I rash to st~te it is true to the best of 
-cry n:eoory. 

n~d tne.::scs : 

liJl 
Sp~cial ~gcnt:;;, F.B.I., 
U.S. D2pt. of Justice" 

161 
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c 
Re: JOHN L. LEt.1S, ET AL 

pee 
at his resi 

Illinois, on September 18, 1943. He 
questions, advising that he had no information. Eowever, 
furnish ~ statement which is set forth below. 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September 18, 1943 

sake the following voluntary statement to 

"1 VI"S born in 
~_"n~ obta my 
~ was natu, ali ted in 
not knovm. 

I know to be Special Agents of the 
• S. Departme~t of Justice. 

enter-od the United 
Lnl"Oll~n my father~ 
of Ponnsylvania, City and date 

• 

"1 am pl'esently employed at Mine A. 1 started .... orking in this mim 
about three or four months b~fore Elshoff bjught it in 1941 ~d have worked 
there since that t::'r.le. ;,hen 1 started working there I W'lS a memb",r of the 
Progrossivo l:ine ";;orkers of America which ... ill be refGrrcd to as tho UI.!!'1. 
I jOined with the majority. 

"1 did not notice any change in YlOrking oondi tions under' Elshoff. 
1 did not care which union 1 joined. Both were the same to me. )!r. Ryan 
sent me a letter and said tho mine had boen sold to Elshoff. I would just 
as soon ~Iork under Elshoff c.s Ryan. 

"1 attended none of the m9Gtings during the periOd the ~ members 
",:ere trying to decide whether to star in tho union or join the UMI'l. 

"1 am II digs"r at l,;inc ,~now. I know nothing about the union 
troubles at the mine during tho time of the chc.nge of opero.tors and change 
of unions. 

"I rcc~ll n<,., it.at I YJ()nt to the mooting of the PI!! at the Elks 
Club in September, 1941. Ray rdmonson of the UM1I said that if lie wantod 
to join tho tJl.l':.', the mine v,Qula open soon, but if VI~ did not, =ybe the mine 
.,ould not opon. So "10 all joined the m.::. I think I saw Edmonson at the 
llIScting from the ti",.~ it started. I never saw Edmo!lson beforo that tilDe 
and I do not knOVI if 1 v:ould recognize him now if I saw him. I was not 
on any committee. 1 neVer heard Llshoff would try to oporat~ Mine A through 
mine B. but 1 did hear minors say Elshofr ~Iould not open the mine unless 
the mon joined the uu... 

(signed), Special Agent, F.B.I. 
(signed) Special A~ent F.B.I.­
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Re I JOHN L. LP'ns. E'I' AL 

o.ncl 
dig;cr, 
nns-I:c.rod qUS"":lOr15 

Er.gli eh ID.ngucg;e, therofore 
!!lent ....,hioh ho oxeouted. 

• I ""il: e born ir: 
5t:J.tes in _"ne "'Cf 

t) 
\ 

-~rin6fiold, Illinoia 
&optomber 16, 1943 

state-

follor'ing voluntary stCltomOzrt to 
I k!:.OV1 to bo f>pocial .Agonts of 

U. S. Dcpartnent of Justioo. 

ontcroe the United 
Id, Ill. in_ 

-I or. prosontly employee. at 1:ino i. D.S 0. dig;;er. I sto.rtod 
'V:'orl:ir:E c.t i."ifiG .;;' about 1935 D.fi~ hc.vo 'Uorkoe there sincG th.ct time. 

-I S'W! a notico in tho nC"'spapcrs in 1941 toot Elshoff bIld 
bOU:;ht Lino i~ i'rOI!l 1.J". Rya.r!. It !'!t.~c no r.iffcroMc to !!it; woothor 
Ryo.n operated the nine or E1Ehoff. 

"The working ooncitionE !It ].;inc}. Tloro ju.t !>.E good under 
tho PrQi'rQ~Eivo };i.no ";;orkcn of i.moricc-. "hioh ~'il1 bo referrod to 
here ir..cfter as tho P'i.., IlB they <ll"o nOl" unclor tho U7F Ilnc no bettor. 

-No one evor tclkcc to ~ about r,y joining tho uur. • 
... ·ihcn ElEhofi' bought 1.:inc 1:. the ni::c rs ,;oro eaying tho.t he TlDUll! 

opcr::.to mne i. throu;;h l;inc B. I eic! not know T:hethcr Elshoff wouU C!O 
this ar not. It eocr.!ed liko the r.incre thOUGht ho would. I t!lought that 
sinoe tho un~ hoc'. the bo.rGcinir.;; rights at !:ine lI, the nino J. minors 
",ouF bIlvc to join u;.:-: if thct !"!inc was Goit:{; to-operata through nina lI. 
I joinec tho UE in 1941 beaa.uso evcryollc olso r!ic'.. It c!E not nnko n:ny 
t'.:l.fferenoo to no. I just <'Conte:' to keop !"\f job an~ tho roason I joincc! 
tho u::-.; waf! bcco.uec I ... 't .... ,tec to ()ontinUQ .,orldng nne' cverJor.o cleo WtlS 

£oir.f over to thct union. 
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Rc J JOHN L. LE:lIS, ET kL 

IrTU:VIL'.; ,11TH aI !lttenco~ et lcnst onc of tho nt tho 
PIl" Ho.ll .. hon El Prosidont 
~f tho Locd p;:..:." prcsidocl. ~ 
over tho ,"aotin!::. fran 

tho I '0 not rC71cx.ber ;';hut the Presicent scie:. Tho idon of tho 
fi,,~ out if Elshof! Tloulc rooet;nizo tho PI:.£. o.t lana 4. nJotin:; ~/"-e to 

-Tho PFi. Pit C=.itteo \'I!lS 8uppo!od t:o go to Ehhet! to soo if 
he ',:oulr" reoocnizo tho P:;;.. i.ll throe of tho nonbcrs of this ccrI:".dttee 
refused to ~J this. They ~i- not wnnt to hovo n~ noetiOb with Elehoff. 

·The r:ir.cre t:lOn olector " six ren cO!'l-u.ttoe to bO to Elshoff. 
This cO:':-.ittec 'Icrot c<JI:nstc.irs in tho PlL:. Ho.U !ln~, trio~ to b:Jt Elshoff 
on tho tolephone. .1 ~o not rC~lerllor if they tnlkor~ to hin or not. . 

v.ore 

___ t~l·' '.:C tho.t 
ct the F~ tho telophone, 
rtappe:' hi::: in the hdlv:::,y an-. -;.nnto-. 
tc ';:c.it until ho ho." finishor". t.lkinC 
left the telephvne a.roc c",,:o b:!ck in tho hcllY'cy 
rore :-.cn ;·.'erc ':1r.itir,£, for hiD cn~ _ nustlJJc', 
not k!}:J'i"1 .... lhy. 

• 

_c.n:: sJ,",e of tho other oorT.ittoer;on "ho Vloro supposed 
to ce,ll Elehof! ,'ero hit o.n·' be::.ten up whon they o:;.ne frO!:'. tho telophone. 
I C:i~ not soc this r.vself. I ()nly nJcrd tbJut this. I LO not know 'l?1V 
thit h:.pponod. Only 1;';[0 !CO!::bers of thh oOITlittoe 0=0 bcok to tho :-.c;ctint;. 
Theco six 00Tlnitteo;:,.en h::c' voluntceree. to tc.1k to Ehhoff. _ :id not 
tell e.C uhothor <l1l;" ~f the ooc,-ittee hce. been c.ble to bct E~ on tho 
telephone or wht:.t "CS SClP. if ho C!i~. At this r.eetin;c .• the Boorotcry of 
the Pi ... c::,-",e into the :-.oetil:c Cln~ E:>.i(\ toot ovcry~nc who WClS reing bc.ok 
to the t-::i WOo. c eca.b r.nr tov tho:! to ·cot tho hell out of horc.-
I u."!<'.crst~o~ this to neon to ::ot out cf tho PH •• Ho.ll. Evoryono kopt 
quiet. Tho sccretc.ry h:-,~ " bunoh of t::cn ,lith hir,. He oo..."e into tho 
"oeti~L just cftor the filht C:oVlnstnire in the full. 

-I Clttcn:'oe. the neetir.,' a.t tho Rodr!a.n's !bU. i.. l" .. cm nll.":!Oc! 
~ wes in ohc.rce ()f tho ,-,eotine. Tho rlin.ors nll sni~. thoy wnntod to 
'jOIiithc. Un.. Tho Ven of ht:.vini: the rootinr c.t Redr.!wl'. full 'Wcs to 
cot tOGother ~Ol' ler.votho P;·i. unioT.. As iC!r £lS I knOTI. thoro 'l?ere no 

;:. !""'~l Clt t}-,ie :lectin;:. ~ sturte~. the ;'lOutinr a.t Re<!!-,o.n's !bll. 

• 

"o.S not ::.t~C::-.a.n 'I! Hell nootine. neither \'Ins 
Tlh:Jnctio). The six oe=1tteenon reforrod to o.bovo 

. .. • 
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1:'TJ'.VI1:.; ,;!Til 

~ 

c 

"<-ro at tho R~ =-~_~n' s H:::.11 r:cot inr-. It 1001':0<1 liko 
0.11 vf the !:"incrE who rcntcc. to joiL tho IDF wont 
to the Rc :'=--"'-:0' S &11 nootL'lI" 

"I .:.ttcr:·-:~· th<- 'rakE Club nc.otin'". By th::.t ti::x; !lOEt of tho 
P1:.:ors !-.::.~ c'ooi~'.f. to jed:: t:10 ug-., ~c.et nO:1O not rcoll11oc'} 
,;:.8 in ch"I"[o cf thie :::octiL':;. B: T!o.~ticn tJ hc.vc tt..o croup 
~f '"'.ir.'ors c.t the rectin" jd:: thc Vi;':. I c:> Lot r~n<r.l>or if r.nyODO 
o::.llu:' ;:'~or..·.)r_ vf the 0: .•.• but he cc.r.e t _ tho !".Ootin.: WheL it 'wes 
ncc.rly .)vor. 

to. 
~f 

nt 

c '::-:0 

tho 80 

these 

"lIe :--_~:1c 0 littl,.:; spcc~h :In: eciC he. ~t.::.r ~-l~f. GVt:ry-:-nc wr:.r.ntoc. 
b:.ck to tho In.. I eic. I'ot sec ElE!1off Lr FOllcotti c.t r.T!y 

:'":l.c.tir:s C-;.-- ;:;C"lor br:.:-~r~' they ";Grc. tllCJrc... I EC_"r: n") UIf.- nOll 

~ctir.~ E. 

-I tr.i:1l~ '1crkir.:: cJnc'itivnE at l:ino i. c.ro better Xl"" than thoy 
-:!erO un:'er the P:li •• 

c.nd 

lsi 
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Jom; L. LD'IS. BT AL 

The fo~on w~ ~801al 
Agents ____ and---at 
Springfield, Illinois on September 10. 1943. 

At the re~idence of 
S-rringfielc!, Illinois, Agent. 
~s been arreeted in his life. 

ever 

e a voice 
and readily furniEhed nll information he pose8ncd concerning l~ne A.. 
It is felt thnt he ~;ould oake a ven' good "itnees if his testi:mony 
is necessary. 

4;ents obtc.ined frO!1 hL"I the follo ... dng signed ItntemDt. 

~11. 
Sept. 10, 1945 

givo the foll~ing stntencnt to tIIIIIII 
"ho o.re kno ... :n to 1:\0 to be Spocinl kgerrts 

or proc.ises hnve beon I:\ade me to 
of rr:: o17n free will. I wc. born 

- - - - - - -- -- _. ---jOined tile u.n.' • nllout _ ' 
Ihrrington. 

I went to 
for tho hat .yonrs up 

-In 1932 ",hen there \"Ine a split and the P.L.A. 'I'Io.s formed I 
did all I oould to get tho :'"Jln to brenk: o.Vlay fr~ U.:.:. .... and join 
P.li.". I attendod eClmo !:looting of P.!I./". frCllt 1932 to 1941 but I was 
not so IlctiVB as 1 I!hould. The unien at thc.t tme Tlo.a 0. r"inora union 
and the ",iners .,.ero satisfied with it. It .. 0.. the genoral policy for 
:,~ne ;,. to shut don-n ec.ch spring and to roopon eaoh fall. l'riOJ' to 
1941 I kn<m of no moveMent to return ,;. or of D.IJY group thnt 
)lanted suoh a oh!ulge:~ .,A. fellt'll nf!.~ed o,nd ono I beliew ~""4 
Cudge Bcungo.rnor of W\'Bon, O<4."'le to I:\e 2 or 3 weeks before the 
snitoh bnck t>.- u.!~.vr. nnd told r.IS thnt 1f we would orenge bc.ok to U.n.:.. 
that mine Tloul!! open. ,Jc.\qarner'told ne the.t FalBett1 had told 11m 
the.t 1f l'Ie would go over to U.~:.,;:. t.he mine "Iould reopen at OnIlE,. 1'hey 
did nat tell me that if Wo didn.t return to thB 'U.r.T.'. ane .k. would be 
operatod threugh I ina B but I heard oonverso.tion to that effect. After 
they told me thie 1a~lIIIr EUggested we tried to got up a ~ot1ng. 
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JOEr L. 1.$1'15, ET AL 

~d I went around and oontaoted 
all the men Vle:'knew ane "got up a meeting, this was 
held I believe at P.~.A. Hall. I did not get to 
this meeting it broke up in an e.rgument before I 

got there. The officers of 100801 51 P.ll.A. had beard of it and ~roke 
i,t up b,~ the 2.rogressives never interfered with a~ 
'~eetin[ IIIIIIIIIIIIIII After this contaoted me 
again and ,'e orge.nited another meeting. was on 
Fonroe St. in sO/!le hall. This meetingwent off quietly but we did nat 
lu:.ve enough there to decide e.nything all the men there were from lcine A. 
Edmundson did not attend any of these meetings and neither Ba~araer 
or_ nade any talks, they were both very poor at this. No one else 
eo~d me from u.r.r. nnd I never se:w Fdmundson until We oalled him 
in to org~nize us nfter the ~£eting at the Elks Club. After the seoond 
~etinb wo orrsnited n big meeting which we held nt the Elks Club, this 
,Ies the meeting at Tlhich the !'len voted to jQ:ln U.LLY;. I think the men 
vote d to change back to the U .L.V'. because they were afraid that jiine A 
>!ould be kept closed and coal re20ved from it through Une B. I know 
I told the!ll this, it "'as whzt I had heard and believed, I think.;ee.um-

':t6rnin: .. as the one who told me. I tr,ink __ were 
.incere in .. 'h~t they h£.d tole' me and ~ere ~~'lr' 0 eep their job. 
I cont think this goe. back ',0:' farther thr.n and 
!!"..is"elf. I dont believe th(,t FalEetti, Elshoff or John Lev' E d any-
thine to do with it. I tried to 'influence the men to go bE-ok to 
U.: .','. beco.uEe I did not ... c.nt to Fee wh£.t hed ha"pened c.t i'ine B happen 
"t ! ine j.. I didn 't "l"cnt to see Emy things brought in F.nd any men 
beCot. I told the men this in a t£lk I geve to them, I dont believe 
the s[J'le thing h£.prened here OE lu:.p?ened at l:ine "B-, I think it "8.8 

ju£t the -ray things turned out. I Tlorked as hard as anyone to get them, 
to return, I never got one cent for this. 

"We Tlent around !lnd got 0.11 the men to come to the meeting et 
the ElkE, I W~E in bed but I .. ent down _we eleated officers 
!:nc eveT";,thing right !lt thc.t neeting. ~ng we took e. stnndiDt 
vote ell "11 "'ere in f .. vor bu't one, I had told the men we ,'ere there 
to vote onwhether or not we ?lere to return to U.l:."-., I hurried thh 
throue.h bec"use I hec.rd Keck, Pre •• of F.l:.A. hnd n oouple of roen there 
to ~laee e. motion to postpone (letion and I wc.nted to he~d them off. 
After the vote Toe elected officers .. nd then !l men snid that EdMundson 
"rEOE ready to 'l!Y'ec.r us in to U.".'. I appointed he ano another fellow 
to go get EdnundEon !lnd they ":ere there in c.bout 5 minutes. After he 
got there EdroundEon gave a Ehort tnlk he sCoid very little. There ... ere 
eo oouple of fellOl"'. running to E&>,undeon "nc keeping him [ldvieec, but 
I /lon't think that even they "ere paid nnything 9.! they were Cilways • 
the ones to EurgeEt pE-E~ing the hc.t for Ci oollection to pay rent on 
the hell nnd if thoy lu:.d been ',del they would probc.bly h£.ve paid suoh 
expenses themselves. '1'1-0 or three of the F.le.A. loonl 61 offioers went 
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JOHN 1.. LBI're. IT AI. 

INTFRVIF': W!1'1! O'ger as oifioers in the nt!·..,ly fanned tIo!E.1r. looal. 
___ After the :neeting Edmundson raid he would arrange tar 
~ Elehoff to meet with the offic~l. a. loon as he could, 

they met that night but I d \d not go w!.'.;h tll!l!!l 
ne~';;her e'_:l : go to the Lelr.nd Ectel tl\e.t ::i~h-';. Th1e IlleA,;,1!l£ wae on 
SUl:!dQ' '1..10 ! Dclieve the .une opoLed tr." fO"lO'l"in£ U'88t!!lY. I worked 
~he" q~it becau.e I we. liok. Tbre wal-nothing that happened 
at e.n~' tire t; .. t mete me I!Uspioiou8 of " ..... nt. thet took pl .. ce in regards 
to this ~itch-over. I did not et the time know ... here Blshoff got the 
lI'oney to purc!w.se lil.ne A. 

-1 hnve hed A!':ent" re~d tl,:.s 5 page stnt-ement to me and 
it is ell t~e ~nd co~roct and .. , I "old it to tne Ageuts. 

-I Ti6nt to c~rreot this statement to add thnt Edmundson ...... 
brought to the mgeting right erter the vote ~QS taken and before the 
officers "'ere elected, c. soon n. he crune in I told him that before .... 
went teny further I v·c:.i:ted to nsk hi.." r. few ~uestion.o I .. sked hint it 
he oould ~r!l.nteo thnt he 00'11:! get ",ino -A" etertet!. Be .(lid. "Yel 
Sir. if they dont etr.rt l:ine "'A- I'll shut down l:ine --BOlo Nothing 
elee hc::,;->ened the't v'ne of interest e,,~e}lt that Ecbtundeon an~ a oouple 
of other big fellov:o he had with hint Vlere there during the eleotiClll 
of officer!. 

-Agont" ME recd ell of thh to me inoluding the additicm 
cn~ it is &11 correct &nd oe I told it to Agont.. It oonsist! in all 
of soVen P~!,:OE. I nm signing this of ~ ~ free will 

lsi 
~pec. Agt. F.B.I. (t:11,.) 
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& : JOHN L. IE-:rS, EX il. 

~'~ER -~. ......... 
we 

ctory ."..:. tncss. 
and Bt~ted he h3s 

interviewed at 
"I1Ie~].B.L •• gents 

is employed 
.L.L'.l.ll<'l.S. & 
. i1"t3~-i ent 

born 
nover been srres e • 

"urnished tho follcm1ng signed statement: _Ill. 
Sept. 14, 1943 

" I) 
voluntary st, tc m'3nt to 
know to be Special ;,pnts 
make it ;:itl:~ut fear of throut, force 

whom I 
. tion. 

or prcniS0 of :my kind. 
I 

"I was born .. I am presently 
employed as a digE.8r at Ill. I first 
started working in co~l min0S Ill. I joined 
the United lli.ne ,;crkers of hiiJeric3 Umon I first started 
to work ~t the Uin3 ".\" in Springfield in ~!lS then Il 

mClLOor of th," Progrcssiv~ J.:iru. ~;orJ,~rs of sl.l'l..lrica on. I had join 
PlI,' in 1932 because: the .. holCl l,)cal w3nt P1(., from mr;. I did not 170rk 
in the ninLs fro", 1932 to 1936. 

"I liked the PM.. and .:::s satisfiCld r.ith it. 
was an honest ~,ion. 

I thought it 

"L, the f::ll of 1941 I ruad and heard thnt Elaho!f bought 
i4ine "':''' from Rv:.m. The fellcy.,s fr:Jlll P1:.~ wl12-.I talked to fclt that 
Elshoff ;;C)uld n~t opcr:::tc Mine " .• " excGpt ~,der \TEl. Because ':Jf tho 
tr)ubl:: there had boen at l!in~ ":0". I felt we ;;ould havo to join 
Ulil': if ~:c wanted to .;ork ~t J.f1ne "A". I never heard anything about 
'lnyone saying th.~t th" company ···')ulC: op:rato l!ine ":'" thru ~c "B". 
I he~rd th8 PI:':' !:lcn S'lY if l:e did n:)t join U;;;: we would nClt eet ':Jur 
.jobs b'lck and I did not w~nt to be aut of a job. 

"No ':lII'lC from u:r.' tri"d t') g(ot me to join Ul!W, nnd nJ one 
trc::J the c'lr.:pnny t:)lC 1'>2 I >laulel hwe to join tr .. 't' to nork at lline "A", 
I didn't know thero "ere ~ny union Da':ltings after tho mine ;;'15 bought 
by Elsh)ff until I read in th~ ·p·cp:r that thore "as gCling to be a 
meeting nt th" Elks Club in Spring:it: ld on 11 Sunday. 

w:!s in ch.'1rg" of this meeting. ..11 the men' 
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Re: JOHN L. IEWIS, ET AL 

were talking that if 1'le did not change to tJ)(i we 
would not get tc work. We voted then to go UJIII. 
No one forced or threatened us, or me, in an7 wa7. 
and no one fran the company or no one fI'om ~[ talked 

to us t;;C: n: one told us 'If~ had to join u!t~-. I voted to 1'0 over to 
U's.-;. iSie'!' l;".e vote Edmundson came and tajked to us, but ,I do not 
reme::lber lMat he said •. I went right hane after the meeting. I sicned 
for m!W right after the election. 

fI~ didn't make any difference to me whether I was PllA or 
mrr.. I just wanted to do "hat most of the men in the local wanted to 
do. I did not nant ary trouble a!'d I tl'>curht the best thir.g to do to 
avoid trouble was to do what the majcrity oid, which 11:'15 to go over to 
U'.\W. I was satisfi,,,l working under Ullil at Milli3 "Ar:. 

flI quit 7'Orlcing at Mine "An in the fall of 1942 because the 
mine-- is too r",r aVlay & I ;;anted to work closer to home. I joined PJ(A 
in Sept. of 1942 so I could work at..-- It !!lakes no 
diff"rence to me ~mr\t 1.mion I 1&10n~ent of threE; pages 
has been nad to I'll: and it is trut and corr;;! ct to too be at of my 
knowledge. 

(Signed 

'~""', F.B.I • 
• ,("" , Arent - F.3.I.n 
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RBI JOHN L. LEnS, ET AL 

interviewed by speOia!iiir" Aent. 
t his residence 

inois. Ho appeared w 
ing to 1\;.11y answer but hie age and lack of inter-
est in ti.:e af!'airs of the ~!Tlion! invol'red in this matter ft*Q~ted tne talc1~ 
of' a co,.pl "te statement Ulcluding the pe?"~i:1l!nt tacte involved. Be .would not 
make an accey"able witness for these reasons. 

furnished the following signed statementl 

"Springf'ield, Illinois 
September 15, 1943 

make tr ... f'ollowing voluntary statement to" 
whom I know to be Special Agents of the Federal 

• Department of Justice. 

ftTne first mine union I joined w~s tr~ United Mine Workers ot Amer­
ica -which will be referred to hereiru.fter as the lJKji. I joined this union at 
the Jefferson Yine, bpringfield, Ill. in .... 

"I l!t!lrted wOlking at !line A about" I worked there contin­
uously until 1941. 

Wit made no difference to me whether I worked under the Progressive 
lo!ine.{orkers of America which will be referred to hereinaf'ter as the Plo!A or 
the Ui-..l'lI. It was e.l1 right as tar as I am concerned when the ?.tA. QTgam.i6d 
at Kine A and the tl1iiI 10llt their bargaining rights in 1932. 

"1 left the mine about six weeks after EJ.llhotf leased the mine IUId 
took J4r. Ryan' 8 plaoe as operator. 

"I saw a notice in the newspaper that Ehhoff was the new operator 

WI did not attend =1 Pl.IA or U¥i1 meetings. I did not a'Cwnci a!J!r 
meetings in the Fall of 1941 when the question Elrose as to whether the mne 
would be operated Wlder the PlaIA or Wi -Ri th Elshoff as the operator. 

III l"-~ va never held .. union office and in the la.at few vears I have 
bad n. interest in mine unions. I WIlB a COEll digger in-Mi~e-A. "I ~iwa,. 
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REI JOHN L. LEl"lS. ET AI. 

'VOted with the majority. and when Elshoi'i' took oharge ot 
the mine in the Fall of 1941 I joined the tllfi. )fo one 
spoke to me to get me to join. but out at the mine I h.rd 
the miners aay they were joining the UMN. ao I did too, in 

order to keep my job. 

"I stopped working at IUne A because of my health and age. I liked 
the ID.l\'[ and the!'MA. I do not ravor either one over the other. 

"I never heard that Elshort' would ravor the tl}Ir over the PKA. I do 
not know of any talk among the miners the t they would have to join UlBI' be­
cause of Elahof!. All I know was thet the men ae~ed to want to change over 
to the till,;. so I did. 

"I attended none of the PMA meetin3s at the F~ Hall or the meet­
ings at the Redmon' linll or Elks Club. Springfield, Illinoia .. 

.~ 

~.I. 
~R.I.· 

/s/ 
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Re: JOIfl L. 1,E.i'IS, ET AL. 

interviewed on September 14, 

friendly and cooperative wo 
to those matters set forth in the statement which he executed. 

nl. 
• 1943 

ment 
the folloWing vollrltary state­
Special Agents of the Federal 

Investigation. No LrnrealL5 C~ promises have been made to 
induce me to make any statement. 

til was 
as my address, 
all lIf:I life an 

and presently have 

•

. er practically 
!.;.~. in abou I have never 

in any union. I am preser.t y employed at the 
Sprir.?field. I started "orking at l!ine A 
in JlrIe of 1943. 

"I was a member of progressive When I went to ~e it. and as 
far as I'm cor.cerned all the unions are ali e. I dor't know of 
any difference between U.L·t. and progressive. 

"1 remember that I got a letter from Ftyan saying that ile had 
sold ~ne A to ilshoff. I thought at first that ~lshoff would shut 
do~ Mine A and just operate B. I thoucht I would be out of a job 
and I k~ow a lot of the men felt that way. I know that Progressive 
had several meetings in Sprin~field after the mine was sold, but 
I never atter,ded any of those l':eetings except the meeting at the Elks 
Club. I lived in lI:i.vernor and didn't have much chance to go to 
meetings~ 

nAt the meetirg at the J:.lks Club we were led to believe that 
if the mine wasn't operated by :nen in the UM.i the progressive men 
wouldn't be able to Y<ork lfine A. 1 had hearc1 before the meeting 
that there was a rumor to the effect that lI4ine Ii. s going to be 
operated through Mine B. I had also heard that itl e B might be 
operated through .. ine A. It 'lras at this meeting t, t all our men 
vcted by a standir,g vote to go over to United. I gu 58 all the men 
felt they would join r.hichever union operated the lTd: e. I recall 
that L~ndson talked to us at that tire after 'ire had voted. He 
was called to the hall \·hen the men asked for some assurance that 
the lI'.l.ne would operate if they all 8ir;ned with U.l!.:;. 
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lie: JeW L. LE.I,1:S, ET AL. 

"Edm:mdson came to the hall $< told \II! that it 
all the men went unitec he woul~ get in contact 
with tlshoff and felt that the mine would open. 
AS I recall it noVi we all filed up in front 

after LC~~~d~on'5 talk anc signed some papers for Ur.1ted. I signed at 
that time bedl!Se I felt the mine 'll'ouldn't operate unless the men joined 
uni ted. I th:;'I1'< that 1 felt at the time t~t because Llshoff had bought 
the Tnne there was a ~reat possibility of the mir.e beine: operated by the 
G. io:.". I don't believe I would have felt so sure of that fact if a 
stranger had bought the mine. 

"r have read over this etatement of three paf'es and Wish to 
st~te it is true to the best of my ~mory. 

".ii tnessee 

/5/ 

bpecial Agents, FBI 
U.S, Dept. of Justice" 
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Ro, JOHN L. U::;lS. ET kJ., 

S1>rinCI-~C.L.:. IllinC'is on 1S, lS'{·3. ilppoo.Z'od wi ... linr:: 
o...'1S'7cr -Ie);';' ~u0sticn8 put <;c, hiM. but t')ok tho Ilttitudo 0.1' 11 Imllrt-nlook. 
HiE c.pP'.c.r"r.oo is feir. nne. ho is 1l10rt, :::"Wo'V~r, ho di:1 not ntton! o:ny 
of tho portimnt Mootinrs nnd thouCh ho 1'u!"nhhod tho f'ollowin~ statorlOnt, 
hu conorc.lly had no inforl.lction to. offor. He doclined to. nffix his 
sicno.turo. to tho eto.tonont, whieh he.s boon proporly witnessod by tho 
intorviowinc aCentsl 

l".Dnt to 
J'[onts 
Justico. 

-~rlnrfiold, Illinois 
Soptw.~or 15, 1943 

followinc: volunta.r.r state-
1 knCll"! tv bo Speoilll 

O~(·U1.~c'n, U. S. Dep~ont of 

as a ooqpo.~ Do.n, and livo 
Illinois. ! r~vo boen ar~l~Jod 

-
-Tho first ni!:.o uni"n I ovor joined Was tho Unitod l:ino~'jorkore 

of ~"1oric"" which will horoinc.ftcr bo reforrod to o.s tho W:. I joined 
this union c.b·C)ut ~t tho __ Sprincfiold, Ill. I newr 
haw h.::ld a posit~n Q un~o work o.t Y.ino ;.. undor 
tho Uli:. I dc net ranonbor what job I hal', c.t thc nino nt that tiDo. 

WIt r~do no differonco to n,') in 1932 'Whioh union cot tl'-JO 
bc.rrc.inin~ ri,hts. I joined tho Pro(.rossivo l!ino "-orkors of AMorion 
which 1I'ill hore inc.ftor bo roforrod to .. s tho PIli'" Qt liino A in 1932 with 
tho rest of tho roncrs. No ono oOl'lpolloc no to, but I kuow that tho 
nD.j')rity WO.S [oine that w:.y, so. I joinod tee. 

-1 kr.ow that Elshoff wc.s coini' to. take tho nino over fron 
Ry~ in 1941. I lo~rnod thiG in tho nowBp~pcrs. I know thon thot 
'110 would 1111 hcve to ohanle back to. tho mr. boot\uso of tho 8itu(ltion 
tl""..nt hnd oxiato':i o.t llino 13 uncer Elshoff. 1 ... 6 fo..r ru; I know Elshorf' 
llCUltod tho UU'· in hie ninos. 

-j.ll of tho !'linors wore tr,lkins too lano wny. I did not oo.ro 
nysolf. I ,nui" just as slOon work unlOT tho ml7 ns tho PHi. nnd tho 
ninars I tllll::o;, to folt tho lano wily. 
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Ro I JOEN L. LE.'IS, ET JJ., 

-I Me boen e:.tiBfioe ,",orkinc undor tho PYA 
::t lJino A flnc fls fOor O-e I kn",.' tho BODO o.ppl1od 
"to tho othor niners. 

"1: h:lvo r.ever DOOL flpproOociJo:\ by U!~: orro.nizorB to coi: DO ~o 
joLl th-.t U:"1.-n. 

-I nevor h01lrd th::t Elshoff ~lht try to opcrllto ~ino • 
t:hr:)u:~n J~nc B. --- - - ... -~ _._--- --

-I board nothir.e: to tho offect th::t Elshoff t;cul~ noro rOfl~ily 
opon the tina if tho 1".1n jabot' tho U.:: .... 

"I h<.r.rd th"t thoro "I:oro un1Jn ncct\.L~S tit tho P::" ibll, 
Re~.o.n's H:..ll, an~ tho Elk's Club, &prin,fIeld: Ill.. I did not flttcnd 
::1'.;\' of those ncotin.~B. I ,,0 r.et lwGW l'lMt went on flt tho r.l(;otine;s or 
'l"th:lt .. o.s docie.ed. I never ho:::.r~ thoro "oro c.ny fi;;hts a.t flIIY of thoeo 
r.!Cotin:s anc~ I d) not ":1'.0".7 "ho lod tho c!iscussiJDS or ",hc.t tho iesuoe 
woro. 

-1 voluntarily joinod tho UH,' in 1941. lie thrCo.ts Ttero r.ndo 
to nco It ~::l(:C no i'iffcronco ",hothur I \"Ic.rkoc thoro flB :: nonbor of tho 
Pit. or 1Jj:~. I '1<-,. onl~' btcrcstod ir. keopinG ~ job thoro. 

~t'.::littod oorrectnoss of tho c.bovc st::tonont a.ftor 
rO:lcin:; B:J.olO on 9-16-43 tut C!cclino~ to si:-n • 

• B. I. 

F.B.I.-
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Re: JOHN L. U,1.I5, ET AL. 

. --i 
(.~ \ 

I. 

bySpedal 
n€~nts is pl~scntly 
em.)loye all of the four t:eeti!".:;!! 
of the p~ prior to the ~1ers at ~ne A joining the 
U1; .• but he details of the meetwgs, stating he Willingly 
joir.ed the U)4 .• as the job was DOre important than the mion. He executed 
the following statement. 

"I, 
st.atement t.o 
to be Special h~e~~s 
Department of JUbtiee. 

nSprirgfield, IllinoiS 
September 15, 1943 

llowing volmtary 
whom I know 

J.mrestigation, U. S. 

"I reside at SpriLgfield, Illinois. 
I am preser.tly em,pJ.c'ye'Q as a l7'ine di"ger at ).;ir,e A. I have 
worked at _ I wis born on __ 

ihe first mine union I j~ 
hmerica, referred as the 

U~I. at .<.ine A. Sprin:zfield. Illino~s in I ",as lforking at 
!~n~ A Ln 1932'when it went 'to. the ~~. the p~ with 
the majority of the miners at that time. 
Progress~ ve .. ine norkers of America, .Vh1ch I shall refer to' as 
the~. ro or.e forced me to join the pw.. It did not I1'2.ke 
any difference to mellhieh mion had tbe bargaininf; rights at 
mir,e A. In 1941 1 learned through the ne.lspapers that Elshoff 
hac bought ~e A. 

"I did not eare who o"lfl';ed the mhe. I had to work just the 
same. As far as I kr.ew, the working eor.ditions and the labor pro&­
lems mder the Plo:A at ~ne A were sai tsfactory. No UM1 organizers 
tried to get me to join the U:.io.. I heard the report that 11shoff 
might operate ~r,e A through loiine B. I did not believe this re­
port. I also heard some statement to the effect Elshoff would 
open ~ne ~ on the condition that the miners jo~ned the ~. 
Keeping in mind the trouble the PlIil ¥d had at Une B, I figured 
the JIll.r,ers would have to join the U~ or the mine lfould stay 
closed. AS far as J. was concerned, due to work being Bcarce, I 
llanted to jail' the Ui.... to get \~ork. At tl)e sa~ time, I want to 
say that I like the ~~, but the job was the main thing. 

-It ~as ~ opinion before the r~ meeting in September, 
1941, that the miners would join the .U!.fj{. 
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Re: JOiN L. WlIS, ET AL. 

"I attended four PlIA meetings in September, 1941 
when the mine:-s were discussing joining the mt.l. 
~NO of these meetings were at the ~ Hall, one at 
fl~d:r.an 's nall and one at the ~lks Club. I learned 

of these Meetings through the newspapers and through the mine::-s. 

"At the first meeting at the ~ Hall, the President of the 
local Tlas in charge, I do not remember what was decided. There nere 
no m.:,/ men preser.t and no fights. At the Second meeting, at the PllI\. 
Hall, I believe the Pit com:rittee 'Vias askea to determine when the mne 
~:o1.Ud open and unGer what cor.ditions. I do not recall who was on the 
comr.i t tee, 

"At the meetir .. at r.edman '5 Hall, ~phonetic), 
was in charge._old us he hac talked ·c.~that the 
prospects of the rr~ne opening ag~in looked better if the rriners joined 
the UXL. 

" ... 11 there '"as at t:,e neci:nan '5 Hall meetir.g was the report 
of the committee. i'hsre 7J'ere no argu.:lents. !'he lI'en present were all 
ID£mbers of the "Mil local. 

"At the Elks Club mesting .I. ac not sure .,ho was in charge. 
<'here was little ciscussion before th2 vote, There was a standing 
vote in favor of joinir.g the U":',. After the vote., we sent for Edmundson • 
... dmundson made a talk telling about th"O ~hts and p01~er the Wi local 
>'01.UC :lavt:. After that, we Signed our applications to join the mt". 
",dmuncison Wro~ht a man who I think 'DS his secretary, roho helped l'Iith 
thE applic3.tion forms. AS far as I kneTo, there were no W.I organizers 
~t the Jne2ti ,g. I voluntarily joined the Uj,i. •• No one irfiuenced 1IJi!. 

n'l'he co;-.di tior.s at i.d.:;e .L have not changed lrlder the ttl!: 
as far ;s 1 can see, 

"I have carefully read ar.d fully understand the two and a 
half p:1ges of this sta;ement and it is true to the best of ~ knowledge. 

- 1191 -

-. ----- -~-------_,r_ 



'" 

Re: JOHN L. lEWIS, ET At 

Agent 
his resic:3nce on September l!f, 
alert, ~~t ar~ared ~111Lng to an~er the o.u~stions put to him. His 
appe:lran~e h unfavorable. He furnished the following signed statement: 

"Springfield, Illlno1!! 
September 1S, 1943 

the folloTIing voluntary statement to~ 
whom I knO'f'l to be Special Agents of .~ 

U.S. Departu:.3nt of Justice. 

at S;>ri:1gfio Id, Illinois. 
as a ere:-. I ,las born on ........... 

I arrived in the Un1t"d States in'" rwa:;-
ura .~""'i"rt ld, Illinois in" ThtWe r~e",i n I 

~d was th-:: United l.!inu WOl'kers of Anerica, 1 t the 
...... Springfield, Illinois. I worke1 L~ several nes at Spr ng 
a member of the Ul!\, and went to work at Wine J. about tlllas a member of 
the mr.r. I haYe worked in this mine continuously until the present 
t1m.s • 

"I voluntarily joined the Progressive Mine Workers of America, 
referred to h~reinafte:r as the P1:A, at Cine A in 1932, when the majority 
of the miners voted to join the PIJA. It made no difference to me which 
union had tho barC:lininb rights. I just wanted to work. After 1932 I 
felt tho same ''lay about this. 

"I heard that Carl Els.'lOf.t' bought lline A in 1941 and I saw a 
notice in the ne·.7spaper. Also, Yr. R:r'an 8ent me a letter eayir-..g he had 
sold tho mine. It did not make any difference to me who operated the 
mine. The ',orking conditions at the mine are a bout the same at the mine 
under the UI.lI'i as they were under the PMA. No UliW organizers contacted 
me. I never heard ,:lOy rlr.lor th.3t Elshoff planned to operate nne;,~t, 
through Iline B, or th.:lt the miners had to join the Ul!\Y before Elshoff would 
open lfine A. 

When Uine A employezs. or miners, talked about gOing to join the 
U~i' in 1941, they mo iour me~tlfifs. Twa of those meutings ware held at 
the P1lA H-lll, and one at R-ld:nans Hall and one at the Elks Club. I kllB1f 
about these meetings by th", nev;spapers. At both the first and second 
meetings at the PMA Hall, the President of the PUA local was in charge. I 
do !'lot remember what was decided. As far as I know. there ware no mr.v 
org3nizers present at these m.;etings. There were no fights as far as I 
know. there were no U).!W organizers present. I do not know what was dis­
cussed because it was so long ago. 
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Re : JOHl: L. IZIlIS, ET AL 

"I also attended the meeting at the Elks Club. I 
cannot remeu:ber who TIas in charge of this meeting. 
I recall having heard from t~e miners that it wos 
necessary for us to join the U~nf. Th"re..as a 

st,r.rxlin.1 vo·~e. I.e far ::.s I know, there were no m~ members in the 
h~n dur:Ll~ "'~is meeting. All I know abo.!". this meetinG: is that I 
joined the vJr, dUl'ing this meetinr. I Tas not on any colllr.li ttees. 

"I have read and' understand this stateml3nt of two Plees srxl it 
is true to the best of my knowledge. 

(Signed) 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWlS, ET AL .r 

; . . ,. - -.. -
at his residenoe_b ~ ecid Agents • 

ptember 17, 1943. e presently 
!';n,"in"f'i ld, Illinois. He had little 

UIl<ler :lll'qU.Lry, c:11y went to thE> Ellts Club 
meeting and wab not men';;ally alert. He me.de the following statement, 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September 17, 1943 

ment to 
of the 

malte the tollowing 'Voluntary st&te­
whom I know to be Special Agents 

mine union I joined was the 
the Progressive lune Workers of America, referred to hereinafter as the 'M, 
in 1932, I went with the majority as I was glad to get away from John L. 
Lewis. I was satisfied with the PYA. 

"In 1941, when Elshoff bought Mine A, I heard about it by word or 
mouth. I felt I would rather have worked for Mr. Ryan because I knew he 
was good to work for. I thought we would r~ve to join the United ~line 
1iorkers of America, referred to hereinafter as the Ul!II' to keep our, jobs 
because Elehoff waw the operator of Mine B which wes signed up with the UMW. 
No one tried to ~et me to join the UMn. 1 liked the working conditions at 
~ne A under the-PM!.. I heard the rumor that Elahoff would-operate Mine A 
through Uine B but 1 did not believe it. H heard a rumor he would open 
Kine A on the condition the miners joined Thm. I believed thh because I 
think the S8.lJle union is in all mines under the same operators. He had . 
trine E under the uMR, and would probably Wi..nt 1:ine A under the i&..lii8 union. 

about 
1941. 

nThe only PllA meeting I attended when the Vine A miners were talking 
what to do about joining the UMW, was at the Elks Club in September, 

1 learned of the meeting from the other miners. 

__ phonetic) preSided at the meeting. There· were no 
mt7 organ~ I do not remember lIhat was sa.id. The vote was in 
favor of the u.uw, and Edmundson lI&S oalled into the meeting to eke the miner. 
in as a 1ll!l'I local. Became with another man who I did not know~nd he mllde 
a talk, but I don't remember what he said. 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS. E'l'AL 
p 

I' : 

\ 

-We signed UMr. applioation card.. I was DDt 
on any committee and had no contact with a:DiJ 
union officials. 

"T:l:.e world.fig conditions 
as far as 1 c ',uld detern:.ine. 

fer me about the aame un~er both unioue. 

81 have read the two pages of this statement and it is true. 

ot:1itnessed: 

(sig.:led) 
AD''''''''' F.B.I. 

~(sigIOed) 
~.B.I~h 
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REI JOHN L. LEiiIS, ET 4. 

, , , 

appe~rc~ alert and Willingly angwe 
furnished t~~ following signed atatementl 

·Springfield, Illinois 
Septa,mber 15. 1943. 

.. 
statement to 
~ents of 

the following voluntary 
whom I know to be Special 

.:mnlll!:,c1Bld, Ill. I am 
I was born at -... 

d was th!l_u!!i~ 
as the UMiV, at_ Ill •• 

From ~til abou~orlced 
and started working at )line'" about 1934. 

there continuously until the present time. 

RI jOined the ~rogre8sive ~ne Workers of America, referred to 
hereinafter as the H.:.A when I started working at l.iine A. I did this 
voluntarily, because I left Peabody Mine -;r59 as they had iropa-ted into 
that mine too =y strE.nge UI..'W miners. They weren't very friendly. I die!. 
not take part in tho formation of the~. It made no differenoe to me 
which union I worked undor as my work remains the 8ame. I tollow the 
majority in these matters. 

=1 first learned ~lahofr had purchased Kine A from the news­
papers. This made no differenco to me. I thought I would have 7If¥ job 
anyhow. AS far as I know, the conditions-.at Kine J.. were 8atisfactory lI!le!.or 
the A.!A. I went to very few union llieetings. No 1JI.IW men tried to intluenCII 
me to join tz,.6 1ll.f7{; I 'Was in a fir;ht at Vi ne A at one timo j but it P-J • 
personal matter and had notCling to e!.o with union mattera. 

"I learned from the mine Sup)rint'endent, at 1Iine A, _ 
that Elshoff planned to operato Mine A through 1Iine B as he oou~ 
the overhetld expenses by just operating one tipple. It WIlS 7If¥ understand­
ing tho.t a shot was IIItlda to connect the two mines and as a result. an 
oponing was made between tho two mines. but the lessor of »ine A objectee!. 
1IJle!. would not permit the coal from Mine J.. to be taken out through )lin. I. 

told me this in about Sept...~er .. 1942. This is the first tnmrle4ge 
of this idea. This made no difference to me as I am the only 
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REI JOHN L. 1..:.1.15, ET AL. 

, 
\ 

---I 
(] 

"Vihen Elshoff bought aline A, I figured it would 
go TIll .... as he had a contract with t.a1r 1D 

Ebe B. 1 Ul'1 derstEllld that the Pea1>ody Coal Co. has a contract with the tIIiW 
lI'i"h all riLe; they operate and I thought Elshoft had the same. I never 
heard tJly ru:~"r about not opening ).line .iI. Il:ltll the men joined tIIW. 

Dr attend few meetings and do not recall attending any of the 
~ meetings in September, 1941 when the miners at aline It. met to discuss 
joining the TIL11. I tako all of my own grieveiances to the superintendent 
myself. I hGard about the meetings from the ne'llsp"-pers and the miners, but 
1 did not attend. 

"I joined the m.r" at the reine wh'n it opened up under a tDllr con­
tract. It makes no difference .. ,hether I belong to the UMi'i or the RU.. 

"I have re~d these two pages of this statement and it il true. 

/s/ 
"itnessedl 

Special Atcnt, F.B.I. • 
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a. JOHN L. LEWIS, ftJ.L 

interviewed &t hi. 
Id, nl 

"p,~ol.al Agenta 
a heavy aO,)etl't; 

hal a qUiet voioe. Bis mental c.a~oi V pro:'bly 
exoeed~ tha-, of the average miner. lie gnv .. information .et forth in the 
follOWing s-A't;emellt I 

mente 

. !, . 
Springfield, Ill • 
September 1', iNa 

an AmerlcOan 
awing eta tement to 

who he 8 identified himself' to 
of Investigation. 110 prCllDises, 

or oonsidera-cion of any kind ~s been _de to me to JDII.ke .thia etate-

"I hnve worked at )ltne A !'or about. y:.ar.. I _s employed 
at l!:i.ne J.. when Ry';uq aold the mine b ELSHCJl<-F. Before 19~2 we had belonged 
to the United ¥ina Workers, and aftar 19~2 tho Progressive lf1ne Workers of 
iuDarioe.. Soon after the mine .;.as sold, tho IlIOn ohanged baok again to the W; 

"I remember reading in the 
Soon after that there _s a 

thnt 

hP-d enid that he "Would opon the mine up if _ joined the United _ 
)line ~orkera, and if we did not, he would DIose Mine J.. QUd take the ooal 
out through )line B. The men at that meeting felt tmt they -.ented to 
join the Ultf. Some mon, whom I do not know, oame up to the lIISeting, and 
enid that if we wanted to join the tnJ1 that mnybe they would olean out 
the Progressive lilll. To avoid trouble, that meeting was adjourned then. 
L oouple of dny~ w~ had another meeting at the Red ~'a lilll on 
),Ionroe Street. _talked to us agnu that night, =d told us that 11' 
.. e joined the W, thP-t we .. ould not hIlve to pay initiation feos, =d that 
they would tnka us bl.ok as_ before. He 0.180 ao.id that ELSHCi"F had told 
him thnt if we did not join the UJI1 that he would tnlce the 000.1 out through 
JJine B, QUd we "Would not have our jobs. 

"Soon after that meeting there _. =other meeting at the 
!nights of Columbus lil11, I think. J..t this meet1ng-..lked apta. 
IDMUNSON oame over to the lIISeting lfben the men invi~and told Us thIlt 
we oould go baok to the WI without paying any fees, and tl"at it would 
all bo as before. 53 said that there might be some tro._ble. that the P!II 
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Dl'TERVWI WITH men might pioket ua. but to ';0 on be.ok to work. and _ .,01114 
be e.lri&ht~ He also told U8 - that it we joined the lllti, that 
he would eee to 1 t that lti.ae A _8 opened uP. beca.use it 1 t 

was not, he would ha.ve the men close down Kine B. 'lfe needed to '" to work, 
". . 80"'0 join3d the Ulfi that a1'ternoon. 

'-, ,. 

• 

. .. 
"Bofore the lIale ct the mine. there he.d been no talk abOllt _.' 

ohanging unions. The mine _s 0108ed down tha.t 8\l1!111er. but the men bLd not 
talked about oh!1Ilgin& unions. Some of the men were diae.tisf1ed with the 
PM"! beoause of high oheck of£8, !:rut ! thin!{ molt of th~ were aathtie¢ 
with the Plli/. I was satisfied with the Plfi myself, and would hAve liked 
to stay in the Progrossi ve at that time. Now I do not Bee any differenoe. 
but I liked, and I th1nk most of th~ men. liked the Progressive at that ~ime 
&nd _nted to stay in the Progressi.e Kine Workers of America. 

"The condi tiODs at the mine now are about as they were 
! do not See any chnnge ns far a.s thAt 18 oonoerned. I neV&r 

If. 1.11 that I knC!lr about ... hclt he llrid _s ilhB.t. 

that we had befr.e. 

told us. i.!'ter the mine reopened. t.hare 
and we all went baok, and got the _ rooms 

, \' 
WI have rec.d the above atatoment OIl this 

other pages. It 1s all true and accurate. 
page and_ 

'-. 

/s/ 
FBI 

" ! , f .~ 
• I , . 

liS 
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JOHN L. IErlIS, ETAL 

)." . 

. ~ ';":' -

interviewed at his residenoe, 
111inois, on 
~,,,, .... l Agents 

is t3xoeed:..n 

-.. :~ -. ..' ':. ' . 

lOot rend £ng;lish. Be w:l::l born 
anI! has bean an Amarioan ,,;. tize~bout 

sed that ho joined the U.Y.17. in_ 
.Y.VI. better than any other union beoause of 

He did not liko to get in trouble thnt was oaused OVer the unions. 
not go to any of tho meetings wheroin the matter of ohanging unions 

was discussed. Ho wantod to ohnnge back to the U.M.Vl. 80 thnt there 
would be no union trouble, but dld nct go to any cf t~e meetings beoause he 
was afraid that then ,night be trou"le. ~o signed up for tho U.ll.'ti. at 
the U.M.W. Euilding !I' Springfield, on the last da:" aftor evoryone else 
had signed apc,li0E.t1rns. Ho know nothing C'~. th" rco.sons the other men had 
for joining tho U .M;; .• 
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R.>: JODl L. LE'7IS, ET AL 

le43. Ee 
age: JI and )- ')r kno~;:lodge 

furnishc< . .I, ":-•• : :'ollv~.'in~ 

ingfie1d 
Agents--

at his rosidcnc:e or. Sq:.t~ 
ions put to r.im._ bu~ d'Je to his 

Lngh"h, he would not rnnke a gO)J w:.tr.cas. He 
signod statement: 

"Springfiold, Illinois 
Septembcr 15, 1943 

tho following volunta:-y statement to_ 
I knO"R to b~ Special Agents of the Federal -

D~p9.rt_nent 0f Justice. 

I entered the United States 
in" I live at 

not 8mploYGd becaUKe I run 

"The first mine union I joinad was th-J United .1Iine Tiorkers of AI1lerica, 
'!:hi ch will be referred to here inaftcr as tho UIJ\O. I joined this union at the 
~ Springfield, Ill. in_ I worked at various mines in the 
~ca under tho ill!" •• 

"I started v10rking at ?"inc A under the me; about _ I left 
~~ine A in April, 1941. The mine shut down o.nd I nevor rot~ to Vlor-k when 
it opened up ag~in under Blshoff. I was too old to work any longer. 

"I vms in favor of the change at 1'ine A from tho Ul!'lI to the PYA. in 
1932. I do not wnnt to work in a union that is lod by John L. Lowis. I 
always liked the Progressive Mine Workers of America, which will be referred 
to herEinafter as the Fl&\. 

"I heard n.bout the operator, J:r. Ryan, of Uine A selling out to 
C~rl Elshoff boc~usc it was mentioned in the P!4A moeting at the PMA Hnll 
about ~ week ~ftcr Elshoff bought the mine. 

"I did not want Elshoff to buy Mine A because he nould try to got 
the ~ in the mine. Thero wns 80m~ talk about this at the PMA meeting which 
I attended. I did not want to join the ~, 80 I quit the first part of 
April, 1941. 

"Everyone seemed to be satisfied when they worked under the PYA. 

"No ono to.lked to me 'ibout joining Ul.Ii1. I 9.ttendod two PYA. 
meetings at the PMA F.~ll. It wns brought ~ at these P~ meetings that 
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I, 
Re: JORN L. IZ:lS, ET AL 

mee-:iags. 

rlshoff said he wanted to operate the mine under the UUW. 
Th~se A1l meetings et the PMA Hall were in September. 1941. 
The notice of these meetings was posted on a bulletin Board 
at the FUA Hall. I do not remember who p~eGid3d at these 

"I ,,', 5 not on a:.y cummi ttees. 

"1 saw no fight. At these meetings the miners Were telling about 
having families and that they had to keep on working, and so to keep their 
jobs they had to join the UMh. I know nothing about the union trouble at 
r':ine B. 

"1 saw no agita1;Qrs or orga:J.iz,rs for UMV' a'\-. lline A, or at the PI4A 
meetings. I do not kn0'N the na:n,," of t:,e men "ho tid most of the talking at 
these meetings, b-lt L1CY said when El&hoff bOUbht the mine he was going to get 
the UMW the bar~ainL~S rightw• 

"1 did not go to tne meeting at Redman's Hall. 

"I we~t to the meeti~lk. Club on Sunday afternoon. in 
September, 1941. A man named __ (phonetic) wes in charge of this 
neeting • 

"1 could not understand much of whgt was said at this meeting. I 
neVer knew any UMW organiZers, so I can not say if there were any at th1 
meeting. As I said, I had quit at l'ine A, and was just '-ntere ted in wbil.t 
.. ent on. I~ost of the talked I could not understand • 

. "I can not read the English language, so 1 have had 
........ , reed this statement to me which consists of two and one 
~ is true and correct, and I understand .. hat it says. 

igned) 

(signed) 
.B .. I .. 
signed) 
B.I. w 

"His X mark 
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JOHN L. LE."iIS, :m' AL 

Slprinrfiol/!, 

19~3 by Special ,..,.."m;Sj 

prosently workinf: at 
...... .LIvis un::lor the n!!.. Ii> is alort, 

reo,~ily C;:I1,'-:- roel 0.11 questions, but dic'. not attenc any of ~ho PlIi. 
DGetin~s in ~ P GC:-Uoer, 19~1 whon tho PI.:!, Local at ~-,ino J.. W:lS disoussing 
j~ininc the U::';. H:l stotee ho We,8 o:mtaoto~ by fomar FlU. 1::on to join 
tho U:t: am' dic so roroly to koop hie job, He oxooute/! the following 
\yritton stc.tonent I 

·Sprin,fiole, Illinois 
Scptor~er 16, 1943 

fj11owin' volunt:-'l"'J stutoncnt to 
wh,::n I kn~1 to be Spocic.l ~ont8 

<T.1.-rc-r.ion. U. &. Deaprtr.cnt of Justioo. 

·1 resir.o [;.prin::fiele. Illinois. 
I on prosently er:plcyo !lino #5. 5prin,fiold, 
Illin)is, which jot, I ho.vc hr.~ sinco o.b:JUt the first of :~ch, 1943. I 
,,0.. ccclpl"'jo:: o.t i:ino i, rrC!'l ,,-bout .until Fetruc.ry, 1943. 1 quit 

t c. job noc.rer "if hr.,G. 1 wc.s born in 
I arrived in tho U. S. in. I nas 
citizen at Sprinrfiold, 11 S :lbout 

'"Tho first nino union I joinod ""',s the 
of i.norico. roferred to' heroino.ftor o.s the un: in 
~ in'" I V1orko~ in tho T1ines in~ 
~) &p~iolc. In 1932 I "n. "orki~oc.bo~~ 
jeino:: tho i'r:;'ros.i'7G :ano ''''orkers of '.norice., refcrroc to horeioClfter 
c,s tho r::i., c.t this nine of ~ 01':0 free will. I worket'. there until 
I went to ::1no ~. in _ I "ns sctisfiec workin~ un<!or the P!:t.. I 
first le:lrnoc that E~f h:;:! b'Jurht i~ino 1-., in 19~1 by tc.lk anonr tho 
r.incrs. I cid not wclcone tho Oh.:ll:::CC fran r.yno to Blehoff. beoe.uso I 
thou:ht tho cJncitions nt tho !"ino w )uld bo bettor uncer Ryan, o.nc the 
E'.i, n:-,:l :lS it worked o'-'t, thr.t "'n! true. Undor Ryo.n r.nd the Pl';;". the 
workin" conditions \foro [~:>:l. 

"N.) m:: orc-nnizers approClched r.:e to join tho un',. but_ 
~phonetio), c. F::i, nan ant'. fivo or six othors whose n:lI!les ~ 

rec:lll. co.::» to rry h.JUso. ~old rIO if I wo.ntoc to keep rry job, 1 
Imc to join tho u:r: o.B tho~woulC net open unless the tr.iners joined 
tho U::':. He d~ usc any thronts or explo.in why he thouGht it woull! 
be like this. _<me severe.l non ?11th hiIo were tdkinr to the other 

• 
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Re I J(;E~ L. LEfors, p:r Ai 

ninere to tet them to join the UU'l. _ contaoted :me 
about a week after the E~ks Club meeting, 1 did not go 
to this meeting. 

"1 heard a rumor that Elshoff might try to operate l!ine A 
throuc" the ::ine B tipple, but I did not believe it because it was not 
practical. This did not bother rr~. and I told the other minere SO. 

"I hea"d the ru:n.or before. contacted me that Elshoff would 
open the mine on the condition the Inell joined t::e u:r:. I believed this 
to be true as r knrw .. tout 1:ine B not openiug until the miners working 
in tr..at mine joined the 7JH··;. Since Elshoff 'Was ncm the operator of both 
",ines, I thought t:", .",",6 would be true at lJine A. I joined the WI 
only to keep my job. I woule hove rather been a Pl-'A ",eOOer. I feel 
"Cost of the I",iners ,"anted the F::A because 1;!',ey knew about the }.;ina B 
trot,l;le. The:' did Lot want to be out of wOl'k, so they ,joined the ill,... 

"r heard fran other miners about the mesti!l[E when the looal 
of E:A. at Line i. was meeting and talkir.g r.bout changir:g to the UY';. I 
did not go to ar.;,' of the r,eetin:,"s. I tho1.:ght the miners would join tlw 
UL. I decidod no1,: 1;;0 go "l.O thEJ J'iieetings. I onl:l went to the lJl~T 
Hall and sibned up with that union. 

"'lhen Elshoff first st.,rted opercting !tine A in 1941. the 
conditions in tho nine wore nat as gQod ae the:"-had bean under Ryan and 
the E:/,.. Under Elshoff and the Lil". they refused to provide good air 
in the ]"ina arod did a'Nay .. ith the :~ee.~ures taken by Ryan to inprove 
this situation. They docked u. excessively and did not tell us why. 
J.t th,,:';; tirle, men "Iero easy to get. No-,., the conditions are better 
because men can get jobs elsewhere, and do not havo to put up with that 
sort of thing. 

~I have read and fully understand the two and one half pares 
of this ete.tcment and it is tru~ and corroct. 
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Re: Jom; L. LEI";rS, ET AL 

Agents 

ewed at 
ept,eml)er 18, 1943, by Speoial 

was cooperative, answered all 
no ormation of particular value relative 

1:0 executed the following ,taternent: 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September 18, 1943 

following voluntary statement to 
.hom I know to be Special Agents of 

, U. S. Department of Justioe. 

"I am presJnt'.y residing at 
!3.nc I a...-n employe.} c..-c }'~i~€ A as a digger. 
and have worked there eV0r since. I was born 
arrivod in the U. S. ~n_ an~ WOoS natural 

_ Prior to 1932 I was a IJe:r:cer of the U~.i ted Mine Workers of Amerioa, 
~red to hereinafter as th~ \].,1":, but in 1~32 I vcluntarily joinod the 
Progressive Uine Workers of A~6rica, referred to horeinafter as tho ~, to 
get .:""y from John L. Lewis. I -:805 well .... tisfied with the PYA. 

.•.... ,. : - .' 

"I first lco.rned Elshoff had bought 1~ine A, from the 
was !l. good operator and I '::culd have r!lther worked under him. 
working conditions under him ~:~re good. 

miners. 
I knew 

Ryan 

"Jlo 1J1.'V' organi~ors tried to got tl6 to join the UW!. It made no 
diffc.rence ,,;hieh union I belonged to. 

and also 
nt care. 

"1 h0ard a rumor th~t Blshoff might operate ~ine A through Mine B, 
th~t the mine might not opec unless the men joined the uv.r..' I did 

I thought I ,·:ould have my job anyway. 

"'i,nen the minLrs were discussing joining the U!d7" I only,!ent to 
one ~ meeting and this ~as at the Elks Club in Soptember 1941. 

"I hoard about the meeting from the miners. IIIIIIIIIIIIIprosided 
at this meeting. 1 believe the men had II1/ide up their ~n the 001 
before tho meeting. Thoy took a st~ding voto to join the UYr and it c&rried 
almost 100%. There were no Ul.r,; organizers in tho meeting and no fights. 
Arter the vote, Eduonson of the UW; was sent for to take us into the UlIl'i. 
Edmonson arrived with a notary public and the m ners signed ~ membership 
cards. Edmonson made a speech welCloming the miners back to the UMW, and told 
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Re: JJ~nJ L. Lt;;IS, £T AL 

the sarne. 

us the mine would open within a week, and it did. 

"I was not on any committee and had no contact with 
officials. The conditions under both unions are about 

(s igned) 
JrLcinl A[ent~, F.B.I. 

- ',." ' .... ..'oq-,' 

s icnec) 
F.E.l. 1I 

.. .~ - .. ' . .,. ... 

- 506 -



• <-

. -; 

.'- ,'.-- . "-" 

o 
Re: JOm, L. LEWIS. ET A.L 

Spri~ •• 

his resiJence on sep~. 
~=E:: \"r1. '1_ 1 i "1;.:1-.:,.- 3.nS"'tll c:G. . "bo him, ana he indioated he would be 
-willing try hstify. Bc~"_-_"C 'Of his age. ___ is not menta~ly alert and 
generall:! ,-.ou ' -l not make e. good w1tnebB. ~ed the follo .... ing signed 
sta te~er/:..: 

"Springfield. Illinois 
September 15. 1943 

e the following voluntary statement to ..... 
1 lenaw to be Special Agen';;. of the Federal 
Departma~t of Justioe. 

~rring;ield. Illinois. I am 
A. and 1 stepped working 

e of physical disability. I was born in 
arrived in the United States in4lllllrand r 

at Srringfield. Illinois i~ 

"The first mine union 1 joined was the 
~~'rica. referred to hereinafter as the L~. at 
I worked as a member of the mc,: in the State of 
About. I went to work in mine A and worked 

"In a932. I was uorking at !.~ine A and joined the Progressive Mine 
:riorkcrs of AIDer ica. roferred to hereinafter as the PW.. I joined when the 
majority voted that way. It did not m~ke any difference to me whioh union 
h&d the bargaining rights. Aft}r I joined the PMA in 1932. I was satisfied. 

"In 1941. I first learned in the nowspaper that Elshoff had purchased 
Uinc A. I was glad he bought it. because it had been closed all summer, and 
I wanted to go b£.ck to work. !'o one· asked me to join the mp. at this time. 
The -:Iorking conditions h9.G been satisfactory in I:ine A under the FHA. 

"I heard a rumor th~t Elshoff might oper~te Uine A throu~h Nino B, 
but did not know if h~ would. and it did not make any difference to me. I 
also heard a rumor that 11shoff might open ~inc A upon the condition that the 
miners would join the~. I did not know if it was true. but I was 1n favor 
of joining Ulr. to get som8 money. 

"The only p~ meeting I attended when Mine A miners swung over to 
the W: Y/as at the Elks Club on a Sunday. Some of the miners told me about 
the meeting. The fire boss at the mine ........... (phonetic). presided 
at the meeting at the Elks club. They ha~ceper and no one got in 
except PHA !IllW.bers of the local. A vote was taken as 800n as the mee1<ing 
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Re : JOEll L. LffilS, ET AL 

started. In a standing vote all the men voted tor the 
mo;. I was not Mood on &.ny of these cOllllllittee8. Af'ter 
the vote, Edmundson, of the UM'.'r was called in to take ua 
as a local of U1r.1. Edmundson arrived with anoth~r man. 

1 do not :..:now what Edmundson said. but he had E>veryone S i!;n up for t!1e m&'I'. 

"I r,c"?er te.lkGd to any officials of the 1Jl.II';', but .,.ent with the majorit:-. 
1 was slac :::lshoff bought the min~ as he opened it up right away. The mine 
had been closed all summer. I did not care what union they had at tho mine. 

"I have read this Bt~tement of two pages and it is the truth to the 
best of my knowledge. 

":":itnesscd: 

----3ignc~) 
~E.I. 

signed) 
Special Agent, F.B.I." 

,,' ,-.-.r'. -'-'~ 
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R3: JOll.!: 1. LEtIS, ET A1 

1943. This T'itr.ess 
,und"rE·.'l~d. H3 a,.>pee,red to have 
n'ot a,)pc:,r ':0 be a good T itness. 
stat0J:lent: 

· ... :..". '..:: ..... -... ;. ....~.:. ..... ~ 

interviev10d at his 
Special Agents 
on Sept~ber 15, 

is not easl.17 
no kn~'leclge of pertinent facts and would 

Ila fuml.shed the follO\"ing signed 

"Springfield, Illinois 
Sept<lllbcr 15, 1943 

"I "as born 
St.::itcs in _and '.··~S na 
~ prcsc~Cl;:>J c;,'ed in J!jJW 

_ Springfield, Illinois. 

t;,e [ollann;; voluntary statement to 
whom I I:n01'l to be Special .Agents of 
, U.S. Jvpartmcnt of Justice. 

lI'l'hL. first 
A;;lCrica r:ucll "'ill 
this union at 

rUne U-'1ion I joined ,"'13 the ;Jnited Pine'Lorkers of 
(lS the tJ:r:. I joined 

"I do not rOr1~'mber eX3.ctlv ':h(m I startCld ','orting in Uine A, 
but I think it ~'as in years befoN the Progressive 
!Lin" I, orkcrs 0: 1""'1,,rica or::;an:t.zed at J' e fl. This union will be re­
ferred to hJreina::tcr as the Pi\! .. 

"I startorl ,"orkil';; at th"t Tnine under the ill!'. I "'as in favor 
of th" P!U, organizers at th" mne) in 1932, because averyonu said it 
v:ould bG better than W!;. I did not see roy difference. I "'as lIatisfie', 
'Fith the P;e'" and liked to I:ork under that union, 

"I did not care "'!lether 1'.:1s11of.f or ~an operated the mine. I 
just •• anted to TOrk. \.hcn tho IMjori ty of the miJl'lrS joined the UlJ, in 
1941, I joined too. I kne;7 that Els!10ri "'anted the U1J, in this r:U.ne from 
talking ~'ith other miners. 

"Tho minors lik\Od to 'Fork under the Poll'. beforu 1941. ThOBO ml.nEor8 
were ~s satisfied as ! r.aB, .. orking' under the PHI .. 

"I hoard nincrs say that Flshoff said h'~ T.as going to try to 
operate l.!ine J. through iline B. 

"I attended .tb two PIL', ueetings held at the PH!. !lall. 
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He: JOHN L. lEWIS, ET AL 

Springaeld, Ill. at that time in September, 1941 when 
the ~iners were telling about joining the UYY and short1T 
a~ter Elshoff became the operator of Mine A. 

"I knew about ,these meetings from -<latices posted at the P )01 A 
Hall. The Pr~side"t of the ?UA local presided at these meetings. I 
did not hear much of the conversation at these meetings because they talked 
too fast or I .. as too far away. I saw no fights. I was not a member 
of ar.:y cm~ittee. The conve:osation I heard was by the PlJ4 local President 
we:o ask"d th~ men to decide whet to do and ask the!:! if anything wa~ wrong 
"'it" the working condhions at the mine, and such questi0ns as that. 

"I did not go to any oth2r union neetings. I did not go to 
Rec:7lan 1 s Hall or the Ell: I S Club, meetin~s. 

"Conditions at Minc' A have been the sa::le as far as I knOlv 
under the UJ~'i as th~y "ere under the PMA. 

(SignGd) 

WITr:::sss:; : 

.!!!!!!I.r. 
~B.I." 
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Rc I JOHN L. LE".;IS, ET J.L. 

we.s c.)O P" 
io wil'-,.L'; T J testii'y if nt-cossnry. H.:, dJnied Mving a crininlll record. 

. . 
Th~ f'clluwing signed st"tollent WIlS obtllined trem 

"SprinGfield, Ill. 
Soptenber 15, 1943. 

"I, stlltellont freely 
"nd voluntr.ri:y whe bo.ve idontif'iod 
thcl:isclvcs to rD '" ,-p,-,cilll ALents d' urc'[lU <-f Invostif:ntion. 
No thronts c r prLuisc s rove been made to !1f; to obtD.in this stntemont. 

"I nsid' c.t 
ploYL" rot PCllbcdy 1:i,"o 

tt I was born en 
_ I bebc.n tc work 

Uni tod Einc ",;crkcrs, and cc.ntinuud 

Springfield, Ill., and am em-

union 

Abollt 
melwer of the 

at },line A. 

"In 1'332 I WE.S in fllvor of the switch from U.U.:i. to Progressive 
J.:ine ~.orkcrs (.f i.nericr.. I wr.S fed up with the way tbut U.),I.';I. W/lB runn1»g 
thiZlbs nt thr:t tll1e. ~.hcn the men switched "ver I went nlong with then. 
FrOlOl 1932 te 1941 I n:s conphtcly slltis1'ie:1 with P.ll.it.. 

"Scnctir,c in Scpt=ber 1941 I he::rd th.c..t :.Ir. EIshcff bud bcught 
l..me 1.. fron ;.!r. Ryr.!!. I heurd thct thore was to be Ii specinl lmioo moet­
ing ,.f' P.LI •• tc discuss this new dcvolcpncnt fit Uine A. h I ree&.ll this 
",setine ... o.s hel:i cn c. Sunky in tho Elks Club, r.nd ___ re.n it. 
There vr~,s iiscussion in the meetinr; nbJut switchiIl£~. tc U.!!.:'. 
This rl.iscussi2n wes brcug"t about becQ,uao cf tho tn1k going around tlw.t 
we. the ~in0rs, hI,d to join U.ll.~ •• bec~.usD lline A hIld been bOUGht by the 
:r,-,ner r:f l:ine B, r.nd becauso we wouldn't be c.ble to get .jobs in iline J.. un-
less we joined U.!.:.-... ' 

"I dun't renembor oollrin,; nny tnlk nbC'ut werking lline i... through 
Uine B, (·r Ilbc-ut Elshof'f ref'using to do business with two unions. 

"There wc,.G nc rumpus in the meetillb nt the ElY..B Club. i th1Dk 
that c.ll of the nin"rs were af're.id toot ),line .b. would net open up in the 
fllll of 1941 unless they jcincd U.ll.:.. I rcc:e.ll that somob?dy sent ter 
Edt:tun:isen, but I think this wus after the vote when the mners voted to 
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BE: JOHN L. 1£.i18, ET IlL. 

turn over to O.M.i.. I only recall that 
E:lmundsen thanked the men for turning over 
to U .. }l.;7";. 

"At this meeting 1 sicncd up wit!'> U.!i.-:. I went do::.£; with the 
=jority of ';:1e oen. I firured toot if 1 Udn't go e.lon!; wi th the mnjor­
ity, I wr"lc' not £Gt rrr:r job bnck. r didn't ..-e.nt to have tho trouble at 
~:ine 1. like they ha1 nt lJine B. 

"I den't recc11 goinb te t.ny other union meetings in September 
1941. I he"..-. sey that he had seen Elsheff but r.t 
re",or.mcr if ~hey tclked about. I remember thnt 
.,d,::! scmethinc o.be ut his not bcitg l.b~e tc stay out of work "II SUInr.l so 
he bet wise anj str.rtCQ to tr'.lk to d.-:cr. ab. ut swinging ever to U.Ii;,;. 

";.ben I her.r:l thet Elshsff bought Uine i.., 1 theucht he would 
sto.rt to wcrk it riLllt away. I 1idn't Give the sale any thoucht until 
the oeeting at the :lks Club. bIter thnt I thought thnt there miGht be 
trouble at kine .. like thera hel been at Li;:o B. 

"I left l:ine A in .&pril 1942 to bet a better 'jeb. I was not 
1issatisfie1 "ith U.l...·,i. whet I left kine i.. 

"1 have rend this stctc",er.t consisting of this and two other 
hE.njv,ritten pabcs, and I state that it is true to thEl best cf my knowledge 
end reccllection. 

/s/ 
-:,itnesses: 

L.r8n'Cs. FBI. 
Sprincfield, Ill. II 
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~: JOHN L. L!'l..I:';, ~ AI. 

Springfield, Illinois, was inter-

doe5 not 
Du:"i.ng tl:e 1 ntcrvie1'7 
?!'€ter. Ac" JJ"dJ.ng 
no crir..ir~al r3corci. 

"Springfield, n1. 
Septenber 15, 1943 

the follOT"ing voluntary statenent t~ 
'>:hom I Im:)\"· to be Special AGents of the 

on, of l~Y 0I"!l free "El, ,;tth no threats or 
prol'lises r:]ade t:> me. 

flI ar:l li vine 
ar. v'orldng at Pantl:oc' "n,e" .. 
anc CaJOG to the ULitec States ~,., 

aJ1 not ;:et a citizen. I joined 
uni::>!, until 1932, .. :hen I "er.t along '.ith the 
lhne 1.0r}:er3 of A,r.crica. I bBgan at l1ine A abot!t 
of 1943, because the air vas bad, and 'Pas maki.ng ne 
v'ith the ST"l.tch fron U.L.' .... to P .r:.A. in 1932. As far 
it nade no dJ.fi'erence to ::leo I "'as villing to do .:hat 

stayed in 
. to the p£liiileSSive 
and quit· 

I .. :as sa1::J.5 ~ 

as I ~as concerned, 
the men di d. 

flI SCCV' thnt the ;Iine A "ns sold to F.:l.5hoff in the nevrspapers, 
and thour;ht I nigbt lose ~. job on account of the sale, because I figured 
lune 1 .• :ould go U.::.' ., and only U.l.:.; .• men be enp10yed there. I knew 
"hat had hapP'3ned at :.!ine D, nnd t:1Ought the sane thing r.Jight happen at 
Hir.e A if the nen didn't join r.::.". Ho one tall:ed to De about joining 
U.Ll • before IQ'an sold it. 

flI ,cent to a P./i.A. _neetin." held, I thinl:, some place on 5th 
Street, in Septm.lber of 1941. .. as one of thws eakers, 
but I don I t knClW the naT.1e of . e· . 0 e the oe et in,;. told the 
men that Slshoff planned to operate Line A throUf,h A1ine R, all at he 
t ouldn I t operate J~ne A tl!1le~s the men joined U.lJ.1:. I felt that I would 
have to join the U.).!.' • or I'd lose my job. Horever, it didn't l>lake any 
difference to me That \mion I belong to. I don 't kn",,: of BIly special 
colllLli ttce beins apPOinted, and didn't go to any other oeetings. I sicned 
up nth the U.I.:.1 • at that Ba.":le laeetinr;, on a S\mday. I only signed bocause 
I thought I'd lose Ny job if I d~dnlt. Since the U .... ~. has been back 
at jUno } .. , conditions have bdan all 

- 51:5 -

has explained this statement, 
LJe and I state that it is true 
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He: JOlm L. L3":15, '!T A1 

': ' 
to the best of l'C' Imovrlodge. 

(Signed) 

5i·rlnf':field., 

I 
~ ... -.';.~ ... ' 
~ 
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REI JOHN L. LE'II1S. ET .u. 

Spec 1111 AGents 
speaks English 

ft"-,,,,,, ho Sllid he 1& 
willi!', to :loo He stlid he has no arimin.,J reoord. The folla-.nng 
sign"" str'·:,8-.ont 1r.lS obt<.inod fran hillle 

"Springfiold. Ill. 
Scptonbor 17, 1943. 

freely 
havo 

'tho Burec.u 
and voluntc.rily 
identified t:lCmsclv.t' 
of Invostigu'':;o .oil. '0 
obtain this BtctCncnt~ 

or p'·Cl!liaes h..vo LOon I!l4do to mo to . 

" I prc~ .. ntly rooido (It 

"I bog= to work in Mine a in _"hon I vrus c. nonbor of 
tho United Mine Ho~kers. In 1932 I jobe~ Progressive lIine TTorkors 
of ~oric(l. I wes in f(lvor of tho switch boo~uso of the r!lW deul tho 
minors got und<3r tho UlIII. when tho bc.llots were 8tolen~ c.nd whan tho 
U.M."-r. signod c. oontraot giving the !:linors t. out in pcy. All tho 
two I wr-s in the P.ll.! •• I W.lS entiroly sctisifod with thut union. 

"Seno tine in So;:>tornbcr 1941 I suw in tho nC1.fSp,.por thLt llr~ 
ELSHCFF r...d bought Mine a from iF-r. nY..Ji. Beforo I went baok to work 
in the fo.11 of 1941 I signed up with UJl\1. c.t tho U.ll.lI. building. 
I heard Intlny minors suying thc.t if tho non did not sir.n up with U.M.iT. 
They would not bl:.vc c.ny jobs .ut blinO i.. I un un old nr.n, und I know 
that if I dict not huvo u job o.t Hino A, I oould not got (;. job in ~ 
other mine booauB6 1 WIlS too old. I signod up with U.II.'f. only boocuso 
I WLs afr~id t~t I w0uld not be oblc to get (;. job in c.ny other nino. 
1 signod u~ with U.H.'-l. nf'tol" nost of the IJinGTS JlC:.d sit;nod up c..t t.~o 
m~eting in the Elks Club. 

"Previous to uy signing up with U.!{.'7. I \lOnt to c. union 
ooating :It P.B.i •• hull whoro the nen disQussod whothor thoy should 
join tho U .H.YT. in order to work Ilt Uino i.. The 100Ll union presidDllt 

. prosidod ut this neeting. I think it W-B __ Tho non voted 
ugllinat joining the U.H.'1 o.t this moeting.~onbor unyOll£l 
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REI JOHN L. zgrrs. Ir.I',AL • 

U1TW'IE'7 '"lITH 

II!!!P 
talking for u.u.rr •• and I don't renaober nny oeo­
nittee being appointed at this noeting. 

"I haard thPt ELSHOFF' WllS bob!; to pul! 
Qoel f~,'O lU::lo '. through lline B. I knO-<I thPt ELSHllF'F o'Y.11d not do tlus 
boo:J.u r

'" t:1-',:,") t:...d ·~o ~'.,)A u lot of d:i.gbiLt; f·i~st" . ., 

"1 hec:-d nb0ut Do Beoona nooting of the ninors in P.H..u.. 341. 
but I did not bO to this meeting. I heClrd thllt Bege oen tulked for­
U.14.1I. 0 and thPt thero wns a fight, but I don't know whPt the fight WIlS 
L'bout. 

"It seenR to no th:l-;; I :-e Joi ':"od n lottor £'rw RYAll and ELSHOFF 
rdvisin, that HY . .N ~.cd sold ].·\ino '. 1..., :l.nl<';PF. I think thL.t tho lotter 
stut.ed thr.t F13'1CF'" -'"f'.b gOD-.r; to open J1jJl(, ." \!:·.t:br u U.H.n. oontraot. 

;;':/hen I ,,,,,:,t bnok to w'ork in luno ". the OODP"-DY 'WIlB bring­
inc: in nen !'ron al~ 01er the cuuntry. They bOGan to double up in 
60':)e of t.he roan,. The oO::!]etn.' r,ot nen th'.t did not know haw to work 
in this kin::J of!. nine. Sono of the non began to quit. Conditions nt 
Hine '. now are just as good as they woro. "t .first it. Booned thnt the 
ounpany wns trying to push all the old non out, but now tho war is 
an, the ovnp:-ny soens to bo sc.tis.fiod with tho old nen. 

"I hcerd tho looal presid~nt, 
the r.Cl1 toot if the federal Ilgonts o<me 
tell the "gents thJ::t they d~ not know nnythinb. 
tclc wara fornorly enployod ut lfiuc B. He nOVar 

toll salO of 
. they should 

Tho men whco--. 
sllid nnytlinr.~ 

ttTJndor the U.H.H. tho non have to do just e.s the prosident 
s~ys. If thoy quostion whet he suys, they nay ~ot boat up. This is 
wh"t hflppencd undor..-a but oonriitions 1>1"0 better now. I 
wns at ane ",eoting w~w_s bo!.ten up, but I d~n't know his nune. 

"This sto.tcroont oonsistin,; cf this cnd une other typO\'lTitten 
peso ~s been reed to mc, and I stete thIlt it is true to tho bost of 
my knowledGe end reoolleotion. 

!1itnoSSOSI 

1 "r;ents, FBI. 
Springfield, Ill." 
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BE. JOffl L. milS. E'!J,.L 

Springfield, Ill., 
1943. by 

Speoi::l Agonts This 
nnn spo::ks nnd 1L'ldorsto.nds &g11 whioh 
he will d' i <' nooosso.ry. Ho o.dmi ttod ho.vin~ boon Ilrres"t;[.;l. for drunkonno88 
in' Spri: C;f'iG:d, Illinois, U.lt clo.imod to h..'.70 no othor o.r.·ost I:'ooord. 

" Springfiold, Illinois 
Soptombor 18, 1943 

:mo.ko tho following volunto.ry stnto1:l8nt 
whon I know to bo 3pooio.l ~onts of tho 

""- "''01 !'roo will, with no thronts or 
promisos =do to l!IO. 

11 I ('..1:'. ii vin~ at 
c.m vTQrkinc c.t .Hino 1... I lr .... s born 
Vni tod Stc. t05 whon I '.~6 cbcut n yo"r 
my fc.thor WCl5 n"tu:'o.lizod. r s+.:rtod warkin:; o.t 
0. "'vowr of tho V.hi.W. sinco_ whon I joinod 
I swi tahoe ovor to tho Pr c,;r~ llino \[orkors of 
S".ri tah, und v/Us in fo.vor cf it, thinkinc it woulj bo Il 
In 19'il. I rojoinod tho U .M.I;. 

nl .. o.nd 
to tho 

~Q':l'''.up whon 
boon 

In 1932, 
for the 

oh:uq;o tor tho botter. 

"I So.w in tho nawsp"pors thllt RY.iJl hIld Gold Mino ;, to ELSHOFF. 
I di~n't think ~nythinc about it, cnd didn't honr nny rumors that ho mi~t 
oporc.to l.uno l.. throubh Mino B, or thnt ho would work with U.li.H. mon only 
in }.!ino 1.. No ono tclko'~ to mo o.bout joining tho U .N.li. Ilt tho time I So.w 
tho n~tico. I joined tho U.!i.ll., siL;nini~ up o.t U.M.Yr. P'Jlll. ! r.a.van't gona 
to any mootil1es o.t 0.11, oithor cf tho P.M.},. or U.M.H. I snw ~ 
uptown Dna day, a,.,<l ho tcl~. LlO thoro wo.s goinG to ba a Dooting~ 
Hnll for thu non to siGn up. I do,.,'t know l'f o.ny othor t:lOotings whioh might 
huvo boo)) hold. o.n1 eor-'t bow anvthin~ ooro o.bout tho r.nttor. Sinoo I ho.vo -- - ~ - ~ - - - , ... .... 
boor. we rkinl; undor U .11.;. o.t Mino i. I b.".va soon no difforonoo in eondi t10ns 
frol1 whnt thoy worD undor P.M.f., o.t tho mino. I Bignod with U.M.W. booo.uso 
I thouGht I hnd to to koop my jeb, o.nd know I oouldn't cot o.ny othor job. 

"I hIlvo hnd roo.d tho i'oroGoing to mo, nnd sto.to thnt it is 
truo to tho bost of my knowlodc;o. 

/s/ 

SprinGfiold, Ill." 
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Re: JO!fI L. was, 11' AL. 

SpeciaJ _"-gent.s 
tha t;.-he ::,E n~~.:.. 

o 

"'PT1T,p,mn"r 14, 1'143 by 
l'hi s m:ul stated 
he ~ar.~ot read or 

>.nte f_lc-li~ I. a:ld is r.0t even able to wri~<.' 
ur.dersta;lu 4.g1_'i.Sh except ·short, simple words. 
__ ";as present durir.g the interview. She 
~; and advised that it contained everything 

had said in th~ int<rview ............. declined to sign 
a mark, but said that eV2ry~e stJ.tement is true. 
~:lid hE: has r:ev~r been arr9stcd. 

frt~ly 
,,;ho haVE ider.tif '_f d th'3:r.;;~ V03 

"Springfield, Ill. 
;;.pc~mtx.r 14, 1943. 

Feder:.l Durcau of In,esti:;::.~ion. No threats or prol".:lsos have 
boen n~de to me to obt~in this $"~tdm8nt. 

"I joi:1ed the United ;'ir." .iorkers in _ and st3.yed in 
that union mtil 1932 ... hen I joined the Progr"ss~v8 1Eine "orkers 
of A:JGrica. I rejOined the U.A:.W. in 1941 when I was 'iOrking at 
lliL2 A. I l>2g::.n to ,;ork at l.:iine A in _ 

"It rr.:l:~"s no diff"r0ncc to Ill? to which union I belong. I 
thir,k t~ut p.);.". is as good as U.M.II'. 

"1 s:!w in th" n·.?"sp::.pur trot kr. J!;lshoff bought ldine ;. 
from IT. Ryc.n. 

"&efore J. ?I~nt to "'ork in thc fall of 1941, the pit committee 
of P.Y-.A. told mo that I would havz to join the U.M.W, before I 
went b~ck to .. ark at ~r,G A. I did not know why I had to join the 
U.1.:.11. I heard th:-.t i:.lshoff want;;d both lEinc A and Mine B to 
hav;; the same union. 

"r signed up ;':ith U.11 .... 'It a !!!C!ctin'l on a Sunday in Septemoor 
1941 at th;: ~lks Club. At 1 AU on llor.day rr.oming I.;lshoff siencd !1 
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Rc: JOIl; 1. !.i.,IS. i:.T AL. 

gc to 1:)rk 
li,J.':: .J.t 

contrJct With the U.~.W. I don't know why 
th2 C""t:-:JC'C Y'::;.s not signed on Sund:q. J, = 
by th~ r . .:.l!'.e of_ ran this lr.0ehng. He 
told the Irell p.~th.:lt if the;, wanted t') 

"'_'1 ~:ir:.:' h, t~~cy l]ad to Sign up ;-ri~n U.l:."ii .. Eirn'md.~en al,:jo 
':'.2·,irg. H,_ s:.id th:-t if the lJ','" d::.d .Iut sign '"'P with U.U.-ii., 
LO t i?: t a JO) ::. t the rnir.e. 

WI do r.ut knav .. anyt~ur;g about any spe:ial .. "etir.gs other 
thJ.n th2 one I Locr;tiul.cd. I don 't kr.ow anythir.g 3.bout any spGcial con­
rr>1tkcs bQing appointLd to t:llk things over with the mir;c nan::.gcnent. 

"Thc rcaSOL I joir,~c th~ 'j, :':.1. W:lS only to h cp ny job at 
:ti.!l2 ". I ',(::;'5 ,:lfrnd t:l'It I 'lOuld n'+, ~.:.vc :l jo',) ii' I eli:! not aign up 
veith U.;,:.,;. Sir.ce then G.t:.';. !1:lS trc:ltcod "C 0.1\, It =k'~s no dif­
f:rE.nce tc 1':': wLicL tr.icr. h:.c the COl~tro.ct ~~.i.th .~(.: A. 

",iitncss(::s: 

/SI 

"This sta~c7=nt, c0~~i5tin£ of 
, has k.r. ~YF1::.: -.,:! to :::s by 

3.nd I ~t:1tt; th3.t i~ is trl'.2 tl.) 

stat.::rrcnt was true, but declined to 
si~n it with a rurk.) 
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RE r JOInl L. lE'iIS, ETJJ, 

s, was 
19-t3. by Spocial i~o)l 

spOo.k~Sto.IH~S F.r,:;) ish vory • 
roo.d b~' _ ... he J"i;c t.:)~ thn t ovory­

thi::f; ;',' i";; a ·~"TU". I:i:w~-,or, ho dOJ1i::J.oC: ~.o sign i-i; v.i.tho\Ot L;iving cny 
ronsons. It is bo~ievod h~8 position on t,10 U.M.1l. Pit CoIlllllittoo =y hnvo 
influJlJcod his refusal. 

" 

~1 I 

mc~t frooly a~j volun:~rily 
hc.vo id0:1tifiod 'hc.r.~":7QS to 1:10 

Df I!1vostiGatien. lie t:'1l'ects or premsos 
this stC.t(Jf.'lO:lt. 

~r pr)so~tly ~asi10 ~t 

onrloyod 1>1 Nino ;" 

Springfield, Ill. 
September 18, 1943 

stD.to­
who 

to me to obmin 

"In 1932 I bOGn:> to work!lt MinD A undor the Unitod 
1:1'101"icrkors. .. f(]'if months lnt.:)r I join'::' tho ProGrossive Mi!lO Workors 
of ,~oricc who:> thoy obt~inod tho bcrco.ininG oontrnot with Mino~. In 
1941 I ro joinod tho U .J:.;': • ;.t proso'1t I run on tho Pit CeIllllli ttoo for U .H.W. 
0. t llino IL. 

"1 don't kn~ !lny roo.sons for tho switch from U.H.U. 
te P.M.l .. in 1932. I \ro.s DCl: too Butisfiod with P.1l.1 ... o.t l1ino 1ft. boocuaa 
it 800::>C d to 1:10 th~ t tho uni c;"! didll't evon try to onforco tho rights of 
tho tincrs Wldor thoir oontrtJ.ot. 

"In Sopto;:wor 1941 I roc.d in tho nov/spnpor thnt 
Ix. ELSHOFF bou,;ht Hino 1. frOD 1lr. RY •• N. i.t tho tine I did not think thnt 
Hbo i. would rpan up booo.uso I thouGht thnt ELSHOFF' "i7ould try to opornto 
JIlinv j, thrcu~h lli!1u B. ...t toot tiLlO !lino B did not OOvo sufficiont 
fncili tios o.~d oquipoont to cot full production from both Mino A nnd Mino 
B o.t tho SN:lO tiLlG. Boforo ELSHOFF bou:;ht lIino A. I honrd SCIllO mon Bny 
toot Mino A could bo opor~tod throuGh Mino B. 

"l:1no B = S (l nO'.Vor cino. nn d tho shntt of' ll1uo B 
was ro~lly clcsor tc tho diGcin~B in ~no ~ thQn tho !~~~t of Vino ~~ I 
thOUGht I would Got 0. job nt lOino B if' they o.ttompted to cino Mino A tbroU&h 
!lino B. I lena" th"t I "ould ho.vo to jdn U.H.\{. in ardor to work at Kino 
B. I did not hoo.r !lny rumors '\;hnt llin;; 1. lIDuld bo oporo.tod only vlith U.lI.W • 
mono 
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RE, JOHN L. LE,IIS, ETl,L 

t "." . .' .~. . '". 

"In Saptoobor 1941 I wont to 0. P.J.!.l,. mooting o.t 
P .M.I,. Hnll. At this muting VlO oleotod 0. oOllElittoo 
of six to moot with ELSHOFF to n800r'.;o.in if bo _. 
goiIrg to opon ~lino 1<. I don't rOLWnioor ..,ho __ 

cloctod t: t'ois c:rnnittco. J.i'tor tho OOIllll'.:·:tco W!l.8 aloc-:;~d, r 10!'t tho 
r..ootin:;. I ;",o.rd. tho.t thoro W(lS 0. fight 0.'[; t.'us nooting, but I did not BOO 

it, cr h,uw tpo roJ.son for it. 

"I wont to no othor group mootings oxoept n mooting 
nt tho Elks Club en 0. S~~do.y in SoptGCbor 1941. I don't romambor who told 
00 o.bout this moottng. Tho purposo of this mootinG ~s to S60 if tho man 
wuntod to stc'y in P.ll.L. or swinr; ov~r to U.!l.:!. Sono big =::l whoso no.mo 
I don't 1m"" prJsidoe c.~ tho J:lQcti!l6 '~'InS tho cr.n who pro­
posod tho que,tic!1 n5 to vrhothor we "r.ou.o ':1;o.ly Ll .• li.":'. or So into U .l1.r;. 
A veto on socrO"G bullut vms had, o.nd tho =~Qri'!.y favorod goint; into U.l1.W. 
:.f'tor tho veto, R..', Y Eil1itJlrosEli OW!lO to tho oveting. Ho sc.id ho wns 'glo.d to 
havo tho mon rook.' ;,t: this =otinc; U oomru. ttOG wns olootod to g~ to 800 

oOl:ni ttoo W!l.8 

I don't ror.>ombor 
if o.ny EDMUlIDSEJI'S offioo. 
OSC.,R F •• tCETTI wc.s thor.:;. Fer sCOo ronson u.."11m(~ to mo wo could not 
!JUko 0. cC!1t.ro.ct with Mino A c.t tho.t t:.= bacc.uso it wns Sundny. I.s I ro-
00.11 EDJ.:tP-:DS3N oo.llod ELSHOFF by phono nnd Asked h10 to oono to his of rio a • 
I think ED;rr;:;DSSli cc.llod ELSROFF tv/c tlocs. This nooting in EDMUlIDSEN'S 
offico wns flb0ut 5 p.m. rio disoussod son.o provisions of tho 'oontrnot flnd 
tho puy rata. Thoro wc.sn't IJUch CU"gunont ovor tho oontro.ot. EtSHOFF 
soonod c.grooo.b10. 

"!Stor thi s mootinG I wont hono, o.nd nbout midnight 
I wont to ELSHOFF'S effio". ELSHOFF signod tho OO::ltrc.ct wi thout o.ny troublo. 

"Sinco 1941 oondi tiOllS at Ul.no k. sooo to bo bottor. 
Tho oon got ovorything they ~"'-nt. I think ELSIIOFF i8 "o.sior to got 0.1ong 
,on th th.o.n RY:4oJ~ .... iUS. 

"I jeinod U .M.W. in 1941 of rry awn flOoord. 
gottine tirod of P.!l.A. I did net br'.vo ~.ny roason to boliovo thc.t 
not got my job bo.ok nt Mino ~ if I did not join U.M.W. 

I wo.s 
I would 

"I hnvo roo.d this atntonont oonsisting of this o.nd two 
othor ho.ndvrr i tton pD.Co s. nnd I stn to tho. t it is truo to tho bast of my kn~­
lodg" o.nd root110otion. 
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RE: JOHN L. lEl:rs, ETi.L 

"W1tnoBBo81 

Springfiold, Ip." 
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Re: JOff)1 L. LEmS, El' AL 

imeo: 
inr. IL ur:~,,:-stLnds E~gli 
neccEsr,~y. iw "ill testify. 

promiscs made to mc. 

at l.:ine ia 
the United States i.n 
I joined the U. }.u ~"i. 

~ member of tho Progrossive 

{ 

1943, by Specip.l J..l!;ents 
does not spank Englbh 
hime'llf. He is r.i.Go h-u-d 
spo:en slowly and ,,·.early. 
s~id he has no criminal record. 

"Springfield, Ill. 
Sept amber 15, 1943. 

foll",,;inr: voluntcry stc.te",ent to 
"hor., I know to be Special J..;:;ents of the 

of ":l~. "'Ill froo cull, with no threats or 

.b.mor icc.. 
fico in c.ny =ion. In all the tim) I vms c. 
liked the union, wr,s sctisfiod "ith it, end 

member of the P. 1!. A., I 
didn't Wfint to rejoin the U. 

"I sc.vr in the pup£;r thct Ryan hnd sold the mine, and Ebhoft 
bou;;ht it. Just rSter tilis, t. spocic.l P. M. J... meetinl!; was held at Pro­
br8sBive liell. Notices of the Illeeting ha.d been sent out by " cOIIIIlittee. 
The meeting weB for the purpose of finding out whc.t was going on, and a 
cor.tittee wJ.s c.ppointod to find out whether Mine j, was I!;oing to st!4y 
closed, or whether it would opernte. Tho pit committee of the P. M. A. 
refused to go soo Elshoff c.t l:ino B, !Uld refused to hr.ve llIlything to do 
vlith him. Ther" was :J. nnd "lmost some fi£hts. This maet-
inc W"'.6 presided ovor by I think thct' s the name, presi-
dent of the P. M. A.. much confusion in the he.11 to 
know wh~t was happenin~, wnd I don't know how the committee was appointod. 
The spcciQl committee went out, I thought to see EIShaff~and weren't gone 
more thc.n ten or fifteen ninutes. when thoy C"Xle back. 'NnS 

on this corntlitteo. Hhcn they cr.mo back to the hnll, they 0 n men 
th:>.t Elshoff would operr,tc Eino J.., but only with U. ll. 'h, r.nd the.t the 
men could go b:J.ck to ark only if they joined the U. 11. 1(. I don't know 
whether t hoy say El shoff or not. 

·a'·men I first hecrd thc.t Elahorf had bouCht Mine A, I did wonder 
uhut would hc.ppen to 100. Re[;!4Tdloss of the union Elshorf wnnted, I would 
hcve to work there, becnuse I was too old to get c. job somewhere else. I 
Wo.s B:J.tbtied with P. U. i,., end hc.dn't been al'prooched by any U. 11. ll .. 
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RE: JOHN L. LEV1IS, ET At 

men, but would join U. K. Wo only to keep 
my job at Mine A. I didn't hear anything abovt 
Elshoff working Mine A through Kine B and didn't 
heo.r anything about having to jo;.n U 0 14. no to 

work i:1 the mine, before tLe union Iileetings, where thes" th:.r,~s were dis­
c1.:ssed. 1';".: !lction !It thL meetiIlG co,;ne ~o qt:ickly thr.t it looked like 
it WL.S p~ :~1.L. '3.2 • 

"About threeduys after the Po 11. 1 •• meeting men~ionCd ab ve 
I went to another on'; at Progressive Hdl. At this time, 
lYuS tho lecder of a speci"l committee, and reported to the men for t e 
c0mr.1itt3~. He so.id thc,t the me!! Vlould ho.ve to join U. 11. W. to work in 
lline A, tho.t Elshorr told thG c~Imr,i; t,oe this, and Elsheff would open the 
Dins if the nen Vlent U. H. ',1. The co.,:o.-;,+;ee wr.r '<hen told to find out if 
Elshoff w::is planning to work Mine A "LlrolCGl. Mire,' B. Ano"t;her meeting WD.8 
set for the next W~~;.. At this meetin/;, where ~reported, some of 
the younger Progros.ives cot up !lnd left, and ~corne back. I didn't 
be to the noxt I:l(;et i -<, beceuse I vlUS disbusted and told them thnt if 
everyone else join8u UnitJG, I :vauld. I can't think there were any U. M • 
• :; 0 orgc,nizers at these two m~etinbs. althou/;h there mibht he_ve been. I 
wr.nted to say something D.t these Mectin!;S, but vms nfr",id I'd lose my 
chance to (:0 bne¥: to work if I did, anC! also because I didn't think it 
would do nny cood. 

~
"r si~ned up with the U. /.I, ri. et a SundAY meeting at the Elks 

Club. led the meeting and told us, 'Boys, you see whnt hnp-
pened in ",lne • r we -.rent to £0 to work, we have to join U. ». ·n.' I 
was one of the lr.st to siua up thot day. Edmundson spoke to the men, snid 
the \~y they voted was up to them, end thP.t he would stick behind them if 
they got in trouble. I joined the U. Ho "if •• not because I wunted to, but 
bec~use I had to, to keep my job. I still prefer the P. ~. A., but con­
ditions •. t the mine under the U. g. -;j. are entirely so.tisfactory, and as 
gooC! as under P. M. A. 

"I he,ve ho.d the foreb0ing, conSisting of !lpproxiretely three 
p~ges, re~c to me, and stnte it is true to the best of my knowledge. 

/s/ 
/s/ 

],gent - FBI 
Sprinbfield, Ill." 

lsi 
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~: Jom! L. 11'1:;rS, ~ ilL 

i., ........ ro 1 . 
~ .... jn~ 

o 

1943; ~>J' Sj;Acial 
., Ul!'lcr"l wl~ 

n,o"C3~E.r'.r. he 'IL 11 
tp'~,ti:j. !: .. ::~id he ila,:j nJ cri~nal reco.:xt. 

ncmt to 
of th~ 
or pro:-.ises nade to ne. 

lI:Jprinc:ield, nl. 
3ep';.cr:'.:>er 15, 19/,.3. 

thc' fo'.l::rr"i"~ vol u'1tary state­
", 01.1:;: :.,n· to be Special J,.g.nts 

I:7 C'" f:-,-,e rill, ,..ith no threats 

"I rt:-:1lj_v:.L~.~ at 
t"Jrkinr; at I:i:le fl I ra~ . 
V:li ted 3tatl""!s inllillllllllllll I 1'·~.3 
joiCled the Dnite~ l.orl:ern until 
1932, Then 2: joined tlw Pro:'re~sive Y'orkir.13 at Peabody 
110. 53. In 1()38, I bpr".n to \~orl~ at I~~nc A, ~nd v-as n tlenber of the t> .11.A. 
mtil 1')41, T hen I re,:'oir.etl t:lC D.I:.1. 1,1 1,)1::', T:hcm ! jOin"d the P.II.A., 
I S\.itc:led becat:se I thot:::l!t re '-oule. h~ve beUer c·Jnd:.tions. r T."as sat­
isfied \7ith thc P.::.A., never .found <m;'"t),ini: tnd in it, and never regretted 
j oinir.;; U,e P. iI • .A. 

"! sar' in the ,)npcr that fllsh,,!'f bour,ht lCine A froD It'an. r 
never t"01:;;ht "[hat it '''OlQtl af'!cct It' job. r felt tllat I r:ould have a job 
t~el"e rQr;c.rdle~~ of ,;ha L.'iTlcd :s..nc A. ! "':'8 not u?proach3d by anyone to 
join tLe c.;'.'. lSter It'an sold tllC nil,", I l:no', in ::en8l"'..ll toll: "i th Sone 
of th.: 1.1Cn, th:1t Kls:lDf': n:'[,ll: o)c:-nte l;ine A t!lrDU;h l:ine D. I thou~ht that 
if t!l;'" -,auld nea;1 that the union nluld hnve to cLallGe in ::l.nc ;. before the 
fOe;', cx:lJ :-;0 bacy. to "0:-1: the:"p., it ,·oill.d r1al:e llO difference to ne. I 
T'anted to 'cork, a;1d imd to ,."orl;, and I '-as Trilling to '."01'1: tL.'1cier either 
1,1;lion, just so ! could • .tJrk. I never did hear anythin.:; about "'..lslloff opera­
tine l~c A '."ith D.I!.T. nen orQ~', D..'1d fiGured th&t t])zt Y-as "hat the questl.on 
".as. 

"Tile only P.I:.A. nectinr, I "ent to in S'!ptcnber of 1')41, r.as the 
ono on Sunda:' at the Elk" Club. r heard of this neeU:lf, fron the men, and 
heard that it "as to decide ,'hether til" Den ':ould stay P.ll.A., or join 
the U.L .. A. I don 1 t r(.'J'JeI . .ber the ,>erson , ho conducted the neeting, T"ho6\"ar 
it T'as, osl:ed the D;m to raise their hands if' th~' ,'anted to join the U.;.(.'I: •• 
Evcryood;; raisea their hands, but I [)if,1J<1tl up at that tiDe Y:i th the rest 

.. ,,'~: ' 

" . 
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Ill: JOIn: L. L1\ IS, ~ /.L 

o 

of the nen there. F):lnundEon cane in later, ! 
don't rellco:Jer ,·tether before or after I -
"igncd, 8-"ld said he n;lS ::lad to r,.lc?r,e the 
roen back into the J.!!.":. I siGI'.e::i lli) 'Y. it.h 

D.::.', t ,'.er,c s" I' ant8d to h'lve a jcb. 'reo ')ne forced ne, c·r tilreatened 
;,1", ill.': 1 .;c,",cd of rv 01·'" free 'I1i:!.1. Sir:c the D.l:.". 114.5 beer. at 
·!ti.ne A, eona ... ions hnvc bJen jU:Jt a.s Good tiS they 'Vicre under P.l:.A. 

"I have hau t~le fore~oinr" consistinG of t\.o pages, read to De 

and state it i~ t.rue to the best of ny knOl':ledge. 

) 

Ir." i tncss.Js: 

. ) 
,:::_[;rv3d), S;'Gcial AGents, F.B.I • 
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RE, JOHlJ L. u:;;rs. ET .Io.L. 

ViaS interviewed 
, 1943, by Joge 

He steLd he had 
He gave information 

stade 

mad€- me. 

ine; 

'.i,.; following si(;!led stat;;ment \/£.5 obtained fram 

~Sprinbfield. Illinois 
September 19.- 1943. 

make the following voluntary 6tate~nt to~ 
I leT,,,,, to be Special A.;;ents of the Fea;:;:ar­

rly oVln 1:1'3e :vill, .... it.h no th:-eats or promises 

the I:nited Mine ·,.o,kcrs in .i.uburn, Ill •• r.nd was 
1932, when I joined the m.ne ",.ork<lrs of .!wer1ea. at Lline A. 
never h£ld a.ny office in c.ny union. I was in fnvor of the switch from 
C.Il.-" to F.il.i,. in 1932. and 'WaS entirely satisfied with ~ all the til:>.e 
I w~s a momb~r of that union. 

UI received a letter from Mr. Ryan in September of 1941, laying 
that he had sold !!ine 1.. The mon that I saw and talked to, from Mine A. 
wore all sr::.ying that the thing to do was to join U.K.l' •• that there 
wouldr. 't be c.ny jobs for us at !.line .Il. if we didn't. They were all Bllying 

that Ell!hoff would only operate wi th U.M.·.~. men. I also heard. in conver­
so-tiOll hi th the men, that Elshoff might pull coal frCi1!l !line .It. through Mine 
B. This talk made me feol that I haa to join n.Ll.:-;. if I wanted to keep 
my job o.t the mine. It didn't make a lot of differenoe to me whioh union 
I belonged to. 1 was satisfied to go along with the majority ot the men. 

"I signod up with the n.!.! .... at the U.M:". Hall. 1 was told, at 
J>;ine A, toot all the men who wanted to sign up with U,LI.' .•• should go down 
to their hall, and do it, tho.t we had to do it to keep our jobs. I didn't 
go to any union meetings d'~ring that time, Bo don't know anything that '!mnt 
on. I signed up to keep my job, and no one threatened me in lUlY _yo 

After the n.M.", got control .t Mine A. tho conditions weren't 
as good as they wero under Ryan. Tho rooms wera bad, and generally. con­
ditions w~re unsatisfactory. I quit working at Mine 4 in May, 1943. after 
I had asked for better conditions and had been refused. 

This statement, consisting of this and one other pate, has been 
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HE: JOHN L. U;;:IS, ET LJ.,. 

Special ;,.gents, 
Springfield, Ill. 

read to me, and I state it is true to the bost of ~ 
knowledbe •. 
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Ro: JOD! L. I.E'-IS, ET AL 

w~s interviewed at his residenco, 
Sprinsfiold, Illin0is, 

1943, by S~eciul h~onts 
would not mo.kc Q. ~ooc ""i-... ne~E:, 
Ensl ish l=gun.:;e. LJ c~ve 1W'or=tion 

st.J.tomcnt, 

·Sprinefield, III 
September 14, 1~. 

is I TIUS born i~ 
I "-:11 c.n' z.Jr.. I f\Jll "'rc"~ntly emT)~IO de at 

G fc.liD·;lin:; 6t~ ... tCi7i·:..;:;:r;-_ :lnf. 
~.~vc ir:entifioc tnc~ .olv.~ocial A::;cnts 

of Irvesti::.ti·m. ;';; Pl'o"';'s~c. t:'T'C"-ts, tor c~nsidcration 
')f ::..ny kind h:ls D.:cu EJ.~'<.; t·:) :10 tj ~.n.ko this at lte:nent. 

"1 hJ.vE: wr:'r~~:':" ct !l'"illC A since _ I wo.s onployed :It l~ine A 
,,-t the til:lc t!'.o.t Ry"n s-~l~ t!>" ":"iC to [lsh,!'f. Before thD.t tl'!le no one 
',','Ol"t2C to chc.:1,'o tho union at ':i'1c A fr:.m the ProGressives to the United Hino 
·_~oT'kors. ;'0 wCintcd to st?y Fro[:rcssivo. ThOlt is the wuy th::.t I falt. TIhen 
Elshoff bou:::ht the millo, there VlC-S " lot of talk. I wont to some r.lCetinss 
o.t the Prosrcssivc ;:0.11, ?ne :It tho Elks's hnll when the mon v::>tod to ::;0 to 
the UJ~;·. I co not rcmo:.1b0r whe it was wh-; tole me, but 1 renombor thct 
they tclc ,"c that Blsh,ff was not!: )inc; to open up Fino A o.n'~ hire Pr')Eroa­
si,os, o.nc' that he w~ulc k0cp it elo;led an.'. tnko the coal out through "'ine B. 
The Er.sinccr tol~ us ans ~Oly o.t a FrosrcssivQ ~ootin~ that if wo joined the 
m.;; we e~ul,' :c t cur j~t,s back. I do not rC"lempor his DD.me. I hD.d hoard 
nbout thin:s Cit !:inc E i c..n·j thoy BO,id thnt Elsh.)ff would keep ! .. 'ine A closed 
like he M'C llt ;'ine B if he ha,'. to. work with the Progrossives. I voted to 
j~in tho 01"-', and cid }in the m~~. I voted to j~in the lJl.lj;, bocause I wnnted 
t, keel' "'11 jet, .o.n~ w9.!ltcd to work. They said thnt we woule have to jOin 
tho ill,\,; in order to koep our jecbs. I did n~t wo.nt to be El m.l7 member. I 
\7)ulc', rccther bel::;!:;; to the fl!O now. Thin:s aro net as cooci at tho nino nC'w 
::1S they v.erc before. We c;"t finee, n!1-2 hD.vo to buy our eoal from Mino A, 
(the tJl:;IA =ce this rule) and -,ther thin:;s th::>t we did nJt hnvc teo do when 
l\~. ~y[ln r Jon ~lino It. if 

"I rememb~r e;ettin,~ a letter about the mine, but I de n-)t remomber 
wh~ it was frJo ')r wh:>t it so.id, 

"I have to:).': the "-bove statcocnt on this page Ilnd one othor. It is 
all tru~ unG ?ocurato. 

FBI 
skned) F.B.I.-
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RE. JCi,!1 L. U;IHS. ETAL 

just be. !). 
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RE : JOHN L. LEn s, !!T AL 

interviBlO"ed at his residence,-. 
~r .. n"" ,Illinois, on ~~e ~ftern~ 

Special Agents-...--
""d Epet,ks Er,glish ~t 
.. Pi' 3a.r "Q .. eked him, .. rod h.:. s "".sweT 8 oaul d 
not be u-Jo,,' )od. Dt:.e to t"is, no st!l.tEllU~;;;; was taken. He tried to explain 
to ir.ter-nc-m:, f L.g".:ts why it 1I"1.S thet he had joined the Ul£'{ when he was a 
strong Progresri ,e. He assured that the Pro-
gressive Mine .iorkers. He Wll.S born He ill 
not ". ci then of the United Ste.tes A • 

•••••••• * •• .-•• 

ial Agents 

~ed at his residence 
S?ringfield, Illinois, 

1943 Spec-

person having [ill np~)3."J;;" 

is a 
.He 

His anSWer to nll wns eJ<tre:oely uncoo?er,·.ti VB dt·: ~:CG the entire interview. 
questions WCcs that he lk~d no CJC'lrlsnt. 

He st"ted th9.t he hud no interest in unions, never went to any o~ 
the meetinGs, ane did not c"re which union he belonged to. He claimed to 
h-ve been out of the city at the time of the meeting when the VQte was t"ken 
tc go to the UlU.'[ (lnd he did not attend any of the other neetings. '/hen asked 
if he W'.S so.tisfied wi th the uni~n O.S it 'Nt.s before RY",n sold !.!ine "A", he 
7[ould only S[,y th[,t he had no cO::l!'llent. He s"id there had been no discussion 
of chnnging unions when the mine had closed in Ucroh. 

He W!'.s questioned reg,.rding whether he had been oontqc:ted in ref­
erence to the investigr.tion, and sto.ted tim t he had not. However, uPofje 

ching for a typewriter prep~ratory to preparing e st~tement, 
st'cted thAt he would sip! nothing. lihen Agents ',dvised him t 

not hnve to sign [.nything·but tMt they wnnted to write the statement 
80 that he could look rtt it, he sc.id that it would be useless as he would not 
read it. Bec".use of this no st".tenent 1'ffiS prepared. Originnl notos made by 
interviewing , s following the above retP.ined in the 

Field Division. was born ~ 
is employed at 
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Re: JOW L. LE:.iTS, E'l' U. 

who resides at 
, Illinois, was 

~
v ,S .• ;ial 

Jr is 
un1ers a~::.I:-.~I.~ 01 e 

Englisr. :an;,; -1'?'e a!d 
though he re: "sEd 'co 
th'l tit , .• as true ar,G 

r_is. ac~ent whic:1 is cL;'ficult to lrld~P'I;tand. Al­
~ign the following stdtement,he assured agent8 
correct. 

havE ide"tified 
Federa.l Bureau of ~:I.-l,-,~tig~tion. 
tion of any kl;.d ~.c· < be2n ;naG::: to 102 

ment. 

III wurkLd at ~n(. n for al.·out. 
I :ltl 'l.OW ViQ rt_:. Y1g 

I was emploY" d 

"Springfield, III 
September 14, 1943. 

to IIl3.ke 

R;Y-:ln to Elsi1off. ;jefon that time the men at 
the mine were members of the i'rogressi v-: Jair,ciVorkers of America. 
They likl2d that ullion, ar,d there ,JaS no~ much talk about changing. 
Ther2 migr.t have btcn some. I liked the i'rogrcssive 1J.ne Y[orkers, 
and ',:ould hav~' liked to ~t2.y in that mion. I do not knOII what 
happened th:lt rod. t!-.s ,,-!Cn c!:J.ng3. I do not go to the l:lcetings 
very often beC:CUS0 I carmo," h":lr vcr,' -.. ell. I only.,-ent to the 
IDc'ctiJ;g at the "lk's Club vrhen th,cy sigT)cd up for the UMiV. I 
signed up th2.t ni"ht, but I do not rcmemoor w'ut else happcnod. 
I 'Nanted to \'lOrk, and so I sJ.p,r.:::d II,) because the whole rest of the 
local sign~d up. 

"1 do not r8ca1::. getting any l2ttcrs :lbout changing lliions. 
I did rot carG n.:ch 'ihieh 1D1ion I bclong0d to, just as lOl1g as I 
could work, but I was satisfied with the V1CJ.y things were: going 
before. 

"I havs read th2 above statement on 1;his pagG. It is all 
true and accur~te • 

/5/ .B.I . 
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RE: JOHN L. was, ETAL 

truet 

Springfield, Ill. 
September 17, 1943 

I was born 
the following 

who have identified themselves to me to 
of Investigation. No promises, 

threats, or consideration of any kind have been made to mo to ttnke this 
statement. 

~I have worked at Mine A for almost 20 years. I was employed 
there in 1941 when RV..N sold the mine. I romember that the men at the local 
changud from the Progressive Mine Viorkers to the United Mine '1orkers at that 
time. I do not 1m"", why the men mnde a ohango. Before that time there had 
been no talk among tho men about changing unions as far as loan reoall. I 
wes not interested in union nctivities very much. I live too far out, and 
did not go the meetings often. I did not oare muoh whioh union I belonged 
to, as I had to work, and either union was alright. I did not got to nny 
of the meotings where the men disoussed changing over to the UMW.- I signed 
up after the meeting when tire lOOn voted to go to the U).f'. I hnve no further 
oomment to make. 

~r have read tho above statement on this page. It is true 
and aooura te • 

FBI 
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R~: JO::!' L. LL.nS, :T AL 

",ho resides a.t 
, Illinois, YlQ.S 

. ,,- - " .... ~ ... 

, by Special A~ents 
Vlould nake n good 

.':': . 

r.incr. 1:0 s?e:J.':s ;ood E:l€:lish 
Clud cur .. GX2r(,..;.,s hi!:"lsclf we'::. 
folloT'inc: ';i:.z:.,od st"t,encnt: 

;;c 5:J.vO the i'1formntion set fvrth in tho 

WSprin:field, III 
September 14, 1943. 

"'!y no.nD is --..1 . 
~.~k(; tL..: fol~ -';0 

WI-O he-va iccntified thJr..~olvjs 
,,1 Bura'l.ll )f InvBsti,;"tion. 110 pro.~( ~~, throats, or ccnsidera­

tion of o.ny kind h:J.s 'ooen r.lCldc to mc to =kethIsswtcmont. 

"I workod c:t :'i,,: A fr·,,,, Ju."1C 1931 until the Einc wo.s sold to 
Co.rl Elshoff ir. th0 swrzrcr of l2H. In 19~1 "hen tho mine w:ls sold, it 
;.~'a.s closed [;'JCtlUSC of s,,"':ls:J:r.l.~l closuro, e.s W'AS the usual custom. I wo.s 
on the pit co=itt~c of th0 10c::>1 tro~.esciv~ ),:inc :Oorkcrs of Amoric'). union 
c.t :'i1Oc A, 10c::>1 4:-51. Ur.til the time th::>t the mine w::"s sold, there had been 
:00 t::J.lk th~t 1 hco.rd of o.'.;out :myone ·,,:lnti,...: to ch"n:::c unions. The men were 
c.l1 so.tisficd with the opcro.tion of the Jro.:;rossivcE, :lnd the 10c,,1. 

~;ncn Elshoff tou:ht the mine we h~d a ~oetinb of the local to 
sr,e v:r.:l.t W:l.S ,;oin: to be dor.~ with the mi:lc. I ?!But to the mOGtings a.t the 
rro:;rcssivc ;;,,11. There held 'Leon "'=y rUr.lors '00in; o.rnund as to wh:.t Elshoff 
ViOlS :0 inc to do ',:i t!-. the ::'.ino. ;:ost of the men thouo;ht, ~ t least I know th::> t 
I thou:ht, tho.t Elshofr would f:lvor the m~", boc:.us: of thiIl>3S thtlt we h:J.d 
ho,"rd ho.d hC'.ppened "t :(i!.G Eo i~S I r·Jco.11 we elected 0. com:nittoee to t:llk 
to Elshoff, :lnd if I recall the COlT.:ittoo could not find him. A nov: COl:unitteo 
t~lkcd to him, o.nG they reported b~ek to us th:lt ho h"d told them th:lt he 
',,-,uld not OP£!1 u!' ""der the j::::, but would koep tho mine closod, :lnd tc.ko the 
caul outtb'ou:;h mine B. The ,,;on w~ntQd to work, so they went o.nd joined 
tLe UV: on the pro!7.isc or hope thc.t they would be allc to have their jobs 
9-cd 'ilorki!"!~ conditions exuetly the samo as before. I did not wo...'lt to join 
the m::;, Qnd WO.S ~blc to :;ct c.nothGr jot. I never went to nny of the 
necti!"!:s :J.t 'J.ny other plac0 than the :tro:;ressivc nall. 

"I received a letter and a c:lrd atout the neetings to be held nt 
the othar h~lls .............. sisned the card, invitin: r~ to one mootine. 
The oth~r \lo.s " l~y Ed::nlIlson, tcllins us tho.t we would be able 
to Cono t,"ck into the UlJY ,,1thout nny prejudice etc. :.nd would be nblo to run 
our loeo.l :lS VlO hOld boforo. This letter :llso so.id sOr.lcthine: about l~ine A 
h:lvin;; boen sold, ilIld the tit mi:;ht not open. I do not recnll the details of 
wh<lt it sJ.1d atout whether he could promise th:.t it would be opened, or not. 
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Re: JOE:' L. LI;::rS, ET AL 

"i,t the ''lcctin:;" o.t tho }}.';1 ho.ll, .-Wo.s the one _ 
7,ho told us ntout wh'lt vlould htlp~Gre other msn 
on the CG=ittcc tut I do not roco.ll right !lOW ~;'<!l.ctly who 
thoy 'Ier,". 

'f: cd not intc!':d t" joir. the t:'c!""n~ would r.ot g;rJ back. I did eo 
:'::.ck to the :urc n ;:." do.!" o.ftcr it opeDec Ut> to "ct 'l'JIf tools '/hich I ho.d 
lC'ft L"lcw V:;1Gl, ): had l~st workod. I tnllwd to Ja.ck XiGra, who WllS mino 
supcrintcndc.nt nt the ),ti."IC, :lSkino; him if I could eo down nnd get my tools. 
to' £Old ne th'lt 1 woulori.:wc to nsk out in front 
of t~t"ink th",t Jo.ck 
:1:1d ___ .:nd sene ott):,s y;,:,c ono of' 
the lo:trc mc'C,- crd, :.:."c O~V of tho otic.:: f8Dov.s, 'J'h"y te:'.d mc th .... t I w 
h.lV8 to "i~n up "i';;h t c( [n:-: 0,. ! .... 0\,;11 noi; re 0.'")) '.) ~o down. 
told n'o t:-c. tit VI::'" t,~; ordc.rs to keop anyone f"L', £:o.n: ao\m who 1. no sl.c;n 
up .... ith the mr.;. I ','.::',1t:d to ;ct my fo.thcr;s tools too, Lut they did not 
Lt :co ~o ::ft~r th8C'l • .,.. told me t'>.o.t he would have thom brought up for 
"':, cut I ncv~r =ot t) c t:::er." :. set of tools 'No.s worth o.t that time o.bout 
$35 to ~-:o. 

"I nOYcT Vl8::lt 1:00e1: into the n'·"-1cs. 1 would h'ivC !;one bo.ek to the 
::1i1'Oe if I ~oulc have gone Utel. !lS 0. fl'Ofrossive. 

"I Wo.5 Cllw:.:.ys satisfied with the Trogrossive L~ino '''orkurs of 
;L"\Gric3.. 1 think th::.t th2 mon 0.:1 felt the srunG ::s 1 did. 1 to.1kod to mo.ny 
mon "ho did ;0 bnck to tho mine :md csk them V'hy they went b!lck o.s Ul!I'i'. Thoy 
told no th"t they did ::lot "o.Clt to ::;obl:'ek cs m.r.7. but tha.t they h::d to work, 
c..nd they th0U:;ht th3.t tLey would h:.cvo to juin the UJ;:';i in order to koep their 
jots. 

"I L'.vc rco.d the :':'C01'O st:tomcnt on this po.:;c and two othor pages. 
It is <111 true nnd C\ecuro.te. 

si::;ned) 

.od) FBI 
(si3nod) F.B.I." 
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it .... !~a- T. LL .... lS, i:,T AL. 

by Spec: 21 '€,,2nts 
r.?:; i..J..J ..iP C C' (' ~lc 

E.Lj:'C1Y. :i . .: -r:.E'- m:ible to a..n~l' of -:''1.<.. m~etings u:.e:-c the r..is-
cusci,o: 5 ..-::,.. h~ld co:.ccr:nr;g th~ ch:mg3 01 W1~ons, or·d hE' advisvd that 
r.c r.:?d :11':3.:r5 b~~r. s:ltisfl.cd with th2 operation of the Pdf ;"hile working 
3t ~.J : . .=. A. 

5 ~ct r~turnad to ~ork as yet. 

ir.3.smuch 
:,.:.s h~ 

He iz an American 
cltiz-.:-r._ 
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AfBr.te 
£.l<r-.out. 1-. • -~:; a very 

s irterviewed at hie rseid,noe, 
SFringfield, Illinois, on the 

A[31;ts 'co :.~ a i,erEO!) C'f r.igh int~H~~e£l.c 
==eTs v,t.i,h ',;Yl::i n.,M:lfI.21y be found only on a very pOlis!1ed 
rentle~e.". He does not "preer to be ne .. rly as ole: as he is. He 
coe s not have a great de"l of informntion, but would be a good 
.,.,itness except for his accent.. H€ is not difficult to understrmd. 
:ie ££ve inf0=c.tion S8t forth in th3 follt'l'ling st"tene::.t I 

·'-'):-~nrfield, Ill. 
f",~ i;errber 15, 1943. 

"I hr:.ve ",orked at i'-ine A fOt" ~o::re. I Was \Jorking 
thero in ISH .. -hon l:ine A wes bought b~ Before th:lt time 
1 die not he~r a~ono t~lking ~bout chr:.nging unions at the mine. 
I do not care mUCh '"bout "nions. I "ould be se.tisfied ?'ith either 
union. I did not "ent to cru:ngo unions becauso it did not 'MIke e:ny 
difference to l!U'l which union I belo;;J.ged to. 

) 

-I do not underst"nd Engli.:" ver:! v:ell. I went to meetings 
oco~sEionclly but I do not remembor oery ""011 what happoned at them, 
becuase-r-"ld not ::.l,~"~'s understc.nd whet -''''8 s!lid. I was at a meeting 
r,t theProgres sive &,11, and the meeting at the El.k'. club when the 
men voted to go beck to tho UDited l:ine Workers. As I-roedl they 
told us that the Line I:ould Dot be opcned unless we joined the UlE. 
1 do not rsmarnbcrl;-ho it was who told us trot. "e thought that 
bect,uso :t:ino B had the m~i and thay \7ould want to continue at ).fine A 
.,ith United ::in6 liorkors. Since it did not !:lllke any differenoe to 
llIl which union I belongod to, I joined the UI.r-'. 

-I have reud the above stntement on thie page and it is true 
and accurnte. 

. B.l.-
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REI JOHN L. U"':T,~. E'I .AT. 

hi miner .. 
&<1ve inio:"l"cion set out in the followir-b signed 

"Sp"iq;field, Ill. 
September 18, 1943. 

",eke the 
who have identified 

themselves to of Investi-
gation. No pTor:lisz~, threat::;" or cor,::,idE:ratic:-..... f f::.-"1.y kind has been made 
to mc to make this E~&tement. 

in 1941 
su.~cr, 

April. 

"I have wc:::~d at I:ine A ~ince _abou~." I was, emp~o~ed th~r~ 
,..hen Ryan so~d t:lI" ml::~ to t.:shoff. 'Ihe mine was closed clown 'tnn't 
but I W<1S workir.g the re whe" the mine closed seas only in k,,,rch or 
I intcnded on going back when the mine reopened. 

"I do not know much about why the mOn chnngcd unions about that 
time. There had bo~n no talk about cMn~:'ng unions prior to tho tilnc that 
the annour,cement of the sale was made. I think that the men woro satisfied 
\'"i th that union, nlthough I waS not too interested in union affairs, and 
did not go to the meetings regularly. 

"./if1;er the mnG was sold, I hoo.rd that the minc WllS going to be 
clos"d and the cOE.l taken out through lOinc B. I do not remember where I 
heard thiS, but I think th~t it W<1S in tho newspaper. 1 went to the meet­
ing nt the Elks r 1) club when tho men signod up for the tJni tad Mine :~rkers. 
I had gone to nC;-other meetings. I went to th~t meeting for the purposo 
of signing up with the U1fii. 

r.l be Heved that if we joined the United )(ino ';orkers, that wo 
would get back to work soon~r. That is the main thing that influenced me 
in changing unions, and I think th~t is what influenced tho other men • 

"I do not recell what happ~ned ~t the meeting at the Elks's. 
Thore was so much noise that I could not he'ar very well, and I did'IiOt pay 
too much attention. Rny Edmu son talk"d tha.t day, but I do not !mow ..milt 
he said. I went to the Elk's Hall for the purpose of Signing up with the 
Uk", because I thought thut if we were Ul.fii I:lCn tho.t the mine would be re­
openod. Booner. 1 believed this beca.use I hf-.. d heard that it 1'!e did not t}\..e 
coa.l wouldbc taken out through ~ine B. 
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BE, JOIDl L. lK.;1 S, ET AL. 

"1 recall that--... who I think is an organizer 
for the mc, ~ the mine a few mornings 
after it opened, but I do not know -.mat he WD.S doing 
there. 

read the E.bove Etat:eill3r,t ('11 this page and one other page. 
It is all Ln.c end ,"ccurat3. 

/s/ 

>01. 
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he: JOlt; L. L....ry, I,S , ET 

th3:t he 'VlG"~.d ~_a·le :'0 
of the, union 
jo 
in 

" ,-_to 

·: ._' •. ~ .", _.l __ .·., 

tnterviewed at his residence, 
Illinois, on the 

by ""e':~al 
. for 

or::le,. TL ottain the benefits 
could no lor-ger work. He did not want to 
preferred to stay in the~. He was born 
He is an americar, citizen. 

In vie,,; of the above circ:!1lSto.!1':·3S j 
~ucsted to ex::cu.te 3. sig':cd stat2m.:m'L.. 

not rc-
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rif,ent's 
to bn a 

fair~:r ~:00L! rcco:lcctivn of ov6nts thd.t ho had personal kr:C],~ledf;c e;f at 
tlt~ ti., .• ~" their OCC'-l~·r'J'1CC. _"00~ not Epen!> 'l:r.~li5h f'.uently 
xd :i.E ~J. J\" :C..'1 ~or:,,Jr:!1cL:lir.t; the rr.c'-r.lr.;; "'f 'iUGat.ions put to him al-

. tho,lfh it j.:; felt iw "oull be a invoraLl!} "i tn'Jss for th" Govcmr.lont 

J.ftcr h:, h"d c::ecutGd his Zif,Clod statc':lcnt ~t1'tcC that about 
or, Scpt~;o1o~r :; or 4, ? tllli"l ':;:0'7l he rnel" to be th~ict Board mumbcr 
for the U::, "Cid "d·irC'sscd .c groUT' of nen ;:t Hi.ncr A. __ stilted this 
rann "'-:[t':; '::Jou~ 5J y..!~r-s c:" e.g . .!, hLt c~.h~,r 'Lht~.n t:lr~t c(j~o no further 
inf.Jrni:..tiJr: 11C to n-' s 1_G2:.titJr • 11.9 b'?Gt L.S he (;ou-:'d rcc.ill .. this unknatl1 
men .1dvisJC the rti.n 1'3 thc,t if <1I1Y l c·duro.l ,tel'. ·.;,,·.-,od to talk to t.hcm 
",Lout condi tl.vns at 'c '). mines t:1l.Y should St.y they c!idn rt kne;;' Mything 
'Illd had not svun M;;-t .'linS "'rcmg rt th~ =nc.~; that thro b'Jst ~rrry to stny 
out of trouble "as to Sty th1't th'JY didn't knCM ct.~:thi.ng. 

_.tete.," "c~.ct he ·'-'C.b not lmnrusciod by thu m<1l1 ~d thllt any time 
th8 g~nt "::nt"d to kna'- Myt!lln::; h" '.0 uld t,-.lk if he lind {'.Ify 

infonn.,qtion. 

stc.tCIn·.:mt • 

"I T:,'";..s; born 
Citizen in ('bout 
,"Jld >:ark at :lino 

uy :cutcd th~ follo •. 'ing sir.ned s'cat"'1'lcnt: 

_nl 
~4,194J 

l;,-h" ill< :'0110<1 n~ volllnt:lry 6t"tO:-\oot t~ 
;)I'~ci:J. l.g,nts of tl:e rude,ral BurJr.u of I~ 

or pronisvs l ... ~v\..- bl,..O:l nnc1c -;"'0 induce no to make: any 

"I st"-rtcd ,'orl:inr' rt ; 'inc ... in !\bout 1936 l!nd ht!d been r. LJcmbor of 
the U:1!.'.:. S~lIC0 nbout __ I Iu.v" ~uv,,~ ~~cl~ r~L~ff~cc in pror;rossivc 
or UI11t ... d. I 'iio.~ T:-ork~ne 1-'1 f'Cllt.n0r L;rC:QK ffJ. 111 J,.'1)' T:OOfi tho ste.tc \7ent 
prog~ssivc and I siC!ltx! up .:ith thsm r.t that time. :.t thnt time I nas 
100% for progressi.,o, bt'.t didn't have t.nything to do \,'ith the stnrt of 
the union. -;.h"n I firEt storted at I.line i. everythinG 'l7ent ;;lone fino 
ar:!d the man 'liOT'v ttll S . ..,_ti3fiQd~ 

"The mine shut dOln in the spring of 19L.1 end I got c letter from 
~an t,111inb me thnt he.: hnd sold )tin" 1. to glshof:. Since I livod in 
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Itl: JOHN L. UrilS, ET At 

--. nj.dnlt 11:0 to =y of the prog:-essive meetings. 
~er.:ii.)er ~Ull~g -Lv vue v£ L.l.I.t:I jJ.lVE;l"bo ..... ;i.. .... o Il'IQi.t1ngS 
and I think it ~as at Rxlman I a hall. I guess nothing 
wao settled at this ~ceting except thut ~l of the 

men Yll0 Vlere at that m"etin,~ seemed to be in favor of fir,,£, ressi ve. 
I rL.:. e:;b8~ that sane of ':hE: men "';,ro ap;:'ui ,ted to a cc.'pn:. t t.t.e to go 
see ;::l:,Il,,:f. 11ust of th" mon dcculed tc t.r.':'nk that thcl l.ad to join 
Unitod l.'1 order 'to koc)p their job, but I can 't explain why they Illl 
felt that Y'xy. S·~mcbody said both Mint.: A and !!inc B vcould bo run by 
on,; U:licn and thcy all so(!med to think that unless united men roo thL mi.n() 
it ,.,ouldn't open in th" fall. 

"I didn't go to nny oth~r !J<'(''Cinr,s " W:J.S not at tho moeting in the 
',:Lks Club "·h.n thG !".1 d0cidcd to rc r'lited. 1"'.0.5 nevor b(;:J.tcn or 
thrG2tc'n0d in any l',C~', but M,d thu fc~liL[: thilC :,:, tL.f',ht h"ppcn somo 
day. I join()d the U.1lt,3d i.!inc t,orLcrs Ul.ia;., Gcce.US" I raE afraid I 
,.,ould lose r.J;l' job c,t ::irL ;.. if I didn;t Si:;11 ".l).>. ! "'ant to :J. meeting 
:::t the U.!::". h:-J.l ['f'Lcr the rr.2ctinp, I'.t th~ ELks i1r.d nt that time I 
joined thl U.1i;,. :.: h"j ;"cen "'Jrking ,~bout tyO "',cks "hen I joined in the 
fall o[ 1')41. 

"':'his st:1tC!:lcnt h<~s bCJT1 ro~d t.o r..e Ly 
true to the: best of iJY memory. 

u.s. D:-pt. of J'Ustici')1t 

- 542 -

',' 

-~ ... -.... 
. '-;" 

,:nd it :1<; 



.-
~".:.,,-

t:4. ::. 
~:.:. 

ll' 
~,. 

h. 

~ 
~--,. -

Re : JOHN 1. LE,iIS, E'I' AI. 

interviewed at his residence, 
Illinois. on telrnC)On 

is a person who has 
l! well, ~d has an 

qy Special Ag~nts 1 
tr.a t of tl)c ave~&g<? miner. He Tlas un~ooper," ~,i'Te. and it E.,;pcare:i to 
interview~.g fiE?nts that he was concealing facts, and relating circumstances 
which did not correspond with his knowledge of the situation at ~e A. He 
studied the statement set forth below, and then started folding it, 
prepaatory to putting it into his pocket, and stated t.'lat he would have to 
see his attorney about it, He was advised that the state~ent was for the 
use of Agents i~ preparing a rep0rt, aP~ tnat he need not sign it if he ~d 
not carE to '3:LgYl it. He ,"hen skdieC: the st2tement. at SOIT;e length. During 
this study h" stated t"a~ the statE:r.:eno- wouie not ho~d a:;y weight unless he 
signed it. Upon the c;r,)letion of the stu:iy he r eturl;ed it to Agents saying 
that there was nothing ir. it arr.l'vay, and he guessed it could do no harm. 
He was asked if it was true, and he stated that it was, and related what 
he had told the Agent" 

and 
Age 
consideration of any kind 

"Spri.~gfield, ill. 
September 15, 1943 

I was born in 
the foHo'King 

have identified themselves 
of Investigation. No promises, threats, or 

has been made to me to get me to I118ke this statement. 

sale of the mine, there had not been any 
discussion or agitation that I knOVl of among the men to change unions. I do 
not know what they were thinking. I personallJr, did not care much which 
union I belonged to. I was satisfied then and I am satisfied now under the 
m.r.; .. 

If I did not attend many of th~ meetings. I was at one meeting at the 
Progressive H~ll, but did not stay long enough to knOVl what happened. ,I was 
out of town on the day that the meeting was held when the men voted about 
changing the unions. When I came back, I went and signed up with the UlIIV. 
There was no compulsion exercised b.Y the Progressive Nine Workers to keep me 
or any of the !:len in the PI..'I, that I know of. and tlTere was no compulsion by 
the United tin8 Workers. I do not know why the men changed. I had heard 
some rumors about working the mine from Nine B, but I did not pay any 
attention to it. I had not taken part in the discussions or heard much 
about changing until after the meeting when they did change. I did not 
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Re: JOHN 1. lEliIS, ETAL 

and ace .~'. <';'"':.f'" 

car"" as either union was alright as far as I am 
concerned. 

"I have read the statement on this pare, ;r; 13 !:.~"':! 

F .B.LII 
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Rc: JOW L. LEjiIS, ZT AL. 

r2"!~lory. H; i>.Jr.isnc. d info:'r-3. tion 
st:.ctcrne.lt. 

U Ai:l r: 'lnc i 
__ 1 alT. :1- •. -

·~v !1'1..... id..;ntifi~d , 

-c'1 poo:-
in the fol:'uv;:;.ng signed 

"Springfield, III 
Septer:.ber l4, 1943. 

~
~'T IL L lCII01;ir.f;· "3.t~n~nt 

At.l S 0 :-'1<... 1' ... :':1:.1 ~urLJ.U of II~vcstig:l.:ion. i~o pror.ti.ses, threats, 
Dr c~n~idl.rJ.ti(.;r. vf ~.r~y· kir:d h.....~ been rode to nee It i~ all true 
ar.e' accura to. --

"I h·:lvE: ',I,)rkcd "1t Li~3 A since I ~s er:-
pL:,'~d there in 1941 "I"1h2n il.;·an sold his huff. Be-
f .JrL ":;:J.n sold the ".~,.e, th .. ro v;:.c:3 r:J t:11k about ch:mging unions. 
I g::csc everybody vas s:ltisficd .tith th" Progressive l.iirc ·:'i'Jrkers • 
I did ;· .. )t c~r:; c.uch ":lich uni,)n 1 b21or:g'_d to, but I '''JUld ha.ve been 
59.tisfiLd to h:lV~ st:.cycd und<::r the ProgrLssive Aline iicrkers. I 
du net Kr.,,.; v:~.y the ocr; cr . .1ngcd l1l1ions. Elsh,)ff bought the mine, 
:md S0 they char.g~cJ urior.s. I guess th'2Y '~3.r.ted to h:1ve th~ sar'.e 
union :1t both t'"i, cs nm by Elsh"ff. I do n"t kmv; .. hy th(!y chan,,:cd. 
I ':;er,t t! oEly "r:~ ",",ctir." .... hcr~ the t'"3.tL:,' wa.s discussed ~t all, 
T"cct V;"3 t,,~ ::.cctir.(; at the ~lk IS club hell. i.ll I C3.n r";:oerober is 
th.'lt they sign·_d up for t'",c t::!;i :1t th:1t tire. I si<;r,cd up because 
th·c c..::j.;ritY'·':IE ;;o1ng to. I did Lot C3rc r;uch "rhich uni,)n I 00-
1,or'E"_d t.J. Ie,' r."t knJ": why th2 vt!1~r Lsn si~n.'d up, or chang·2d. 

/5/ 

/5/ 
F.B.I.n 
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no: JOlT L. LL,':lS, ET IJ. 

............... who resides 
~linQis, wns int,~,.vic".,d 

S' Spcci~l A:ents 
"-n auld I:l!lkc o.n 
",\e elf ::me: ~n ir.";;e:"lise!l(,e "hleh 
cxc~,,,,;c_s tb:t Jf th:: o.vor~:;c miner. rci'\!EBG. to execute 't,ho f"ollry.;ing 
stc,tO::lC;:t but o.SSUl.:oC th::-.t it Wo.s true: 

thens: lv:'s t-, ,",c 

"Springfiolc, III 
September 14, 19~. 

I:~ 
',he hnvc identif'icd 
1 Bureau of' ---InvcstiSJ.ti ."in. ~:..; pl~"l);"lis£'s, thr..:;ats. or consieer-"t! 'n ~f' r.ny kind hilS been 

rr~l..:c t::, !i1e, t":' n::.kc this st-::..tcr.'.cnt. 

"I r,n'c work," r.t !.~i!1c A f"Jr 0.>, out Ayo&.re. I was employee at 
!,'be ,~ i:1 19';1 when :tyo.!1 sole' out his i!1ten~o r;lsh;;ff. Beflre the 
afi-'1:-u::ce:1ent ::If th::.t I ho.c heard n~ C:iscussi:Jn about chn.n::;in:: unions. There 

There W:lS ~ l,t of confusion :lnc 80,,,e dio.stisfo.cti)n with the fro€:rcBsives. 
yr:lS n. ta.lk t~f""'r~ th-;.t, h'Jwcvor. ::"~'out cho.n.:i!"!3 uni 'ns. 

"1 '<cnt t, )no \:lectin: o.t tOle Iro::;rcssive llall, when thoy were 
c:iscussLl: ¥Ihnt th0y sh 'ule'. do ~t)ut unions, "nrc the c:u:mc:o of ~wncrship "f 
l:i:lO .'i.. Thc.t ni:ht, n~ "ne know whnt thGy wnntcc to do. It was nll onnf'usoc1. 
I th'u:ht thnt they diG nst kno'" whnt they were '~oin::: to do, so I die: not 
toth'cr to ':0 to nny other mC0tin:s. I decided I would do '/lhatevvr tho 
::l~j[ri ty " ie. 1 did !Lt -0 to tho TI'.Qotin~ at the Elks t s when they vnted to 
r_:) t-:; tho tn-::;. I sic:;ncd up l:ltcr. 

"I did not COoN pnrticubrly which union I bclone:ed to then. I 
':::'5 so.tisfiod with the wny thin;s wore then, nnd I no" so.tisfied now. 

"I h:lve read tho o.'.:OVe sto.t0::lCnt on this pa,;o only. It is all true 
:'!ld o.CCUT:l te. 

(si:;ned) FBI (siGned) FBI" 
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...............'ho reside. 
~linoi8.wa8 

·Springfield, 111~_ 
Soptambor 14, 1943. 

IW~Eb~n i~ 
I nuka tho f~~ 

who ho.ve idontifiod thomsolvos 
of Investigation. No 

pr~iosc, thro~ts, or oonEidar~tian of any kind hue be~n mndo to me to get 
!cc to ··-c.kc this st:o. t o:ocnt. 

-I he"" worked nt i!ino " since 1935. I 'Wns employod c.t lfino J" nt 
thc tine th~t Ry"n sold his interost to Klehoff. Beforo thc.t timo 1 
h::.d hoo.rd no telk c.bout chc.nging tho union frem Progrossive: to Unitod IUno 
Workers. I was satisfiod .lith tho ,my toot the Progressivo ).line 'Workers 
'lore a?cro.ting, ::.nd I think tho.t !"lost of tho ninars woro too. When Elshoff 
bought tho c-ino, thoro was seno t~lk o.bout "'h~t w~s going te bo dono. 
1 YICr.t to SO!':lC of the !Totinge at tho Progressivo Rall, I did not go to 
c.ny other l"cotings. 1 do not ro=bor'Rho it w~s toot teld :"'e, but I 
rCM.c:-ebor thct they saie! tha.t Eishoff would not opon ;:i~o /. unloss we jeinod 
the United l'ino Werkors. I "lso hC!lrd thClt if \"Ie did net join the IDJi tho.t 
he ,.'culd take the 000.1 out of hlno J.. through J,;i~o B. I had he::.rd tho.t 
Elshoff f~vorod tho Ur.itcd Line Worker., !lnd had fevorod tho UMW at ~1no B. 
So 'ce thought tkt 00 would fevor tho U'~"{ at ::1no A. 

-1 did root c.ttcnd the :-eating whon thoy voted to go to tho IDfi. 
1 joi:-.od lc.tcr. I joined the UJ~- bocO-usc I ho.e! to to koep ;oy job c.nd work 
"t )l'inc B. I Ylould OOvo proferrod to OOve et!lyod in tlw P:JV. 

-1 plt>n on quittL"lo; !'inc " in tho next fap daYf, and finding Bono 
kine'. of .,ark on tho outsido. I do not think th:lt tho oonditione !It E1no A 
::.re ::.. rood now c.e they -.Ioro uncGr tho Progre8Eivos. Tho loo!ll PC-ESCC 

rulo that 110 could not tc.lk in our own langu!lges !It tho mino, !lnd if "'0 did 
thoy fine': us. I beliove in troodon, ane' I "'!lB not getting it nt )!ino A 
under tho UlY. 

-1 got eo,-,e sort of lottor, fron the Unitod Hine Workars I bollow • 
.i,t noo.r a.s 1 onn rOrKl1ObGr, this latter nskod us to join tho U'J{. and told 
us tho.t if wo did toot 111,,0 A. would opon. end th~ two would got our jobs 
bo.ok. 
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Rc t JORN L. Ll1I'lIS, ET J.L 

WI snll-..o.nd 
the n~or 
thorc overy C'_orning tor 
not know "hnt thoy wore 

! .. '. . .', 
, .'. -- .. \ :' ••• :',' • .:.~:, -~_ .. '-"'-.:. -"":';'.a:... ~;"_"'H_"' ,. -•• 

d. 
11 oouplo of wooks 
coing thoro, 

nround 
Thoy .. oro 
ar 110. I do 

VI hO-va rencl tho c.bava stcto'C!Cr:t on this po.ge c.na ana other po.go. 
It is 0.11 tl"UQ nnc. c.ccurctc, 

iCnod ) 
F.B.I.V(signce} 
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He: JOlt< L. LEWIS, ET AL. 

.) 

Special 
would 
the 

anr::>.gc miner and can express himself well. He is not too dH'ficult to 
mdeTst3.nd, despite the fact he has no teeth. He furnished the follow­
ing infornntion as set forth in his signed state~nt. 

llliIprlngfield, Ill. 
September 14, 194.3. 

"r have worked at Min~ A since about ....... I was employed 
at Mine ~ in 1941 when Ryan sold out to the ~coal company. 
Before that time there was no talk about changing wions, or going 
oVer to the U~j. I was a mecber of the rrogressive ~ne "orkers of 
~mcric::>.. I would just as soon hav~ stayed in the PMW but I joined 
the U;':;i when the rest of the men did, in order to stay and work 
out there. 

";'5 I understand and recall, there were some meetings at 
the l'regressive: Hall. J.t the first meeting, the men did not know 
what was goir.g to be dor.·c a!Jvut the mine undlr the new ownership. 
There had been a lot of ru":\ors, and so a coM11li twe wa5 appointed 
to go and see ~lshoff and find out wh3.t he was going to do with 
the ~inc. AS I recall this coM11littee could not find Elshoff. At 
the next mesting a ncw committee was forozd, and they went to see 
Elshof!. They could not !iT,d him, and someone in the meeting sug­
gested that they get in touch With Ray Ed1:U!1son and trot he would 
find ~lshoff. They evidently found Llshoff right away. The comr.ittee 
can, back to that 53.,-" reeting I think and reported .that Elsho!f 
told thew that he did not plan to open Mine a with Progressives, 
and would t'lke c\)al out lAine B. I was not oil the committee. 

r re cor::r.>ittee announced. _ . 
were on that cocm1ttee ~ 
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Ii.e: JOai L. U;,,]:S I ET AL. 

"1 went to the meeting at the Elks Hall 
when the men decided to go back tc the 
UJ;ii. I joined the moil that night, becaUlle 
I could eee th!lt the rest of the !:len 

were g:u.~ to do th .. t, and]: did not want to be left out. I wanted to 
'I0rk, :md I ~ould see that I would have to join the UJ.{I. inorder to work. 

"~fter -that L.eeti~g, Ed~son came to the meeting, and talked. 
I do not recall what he said. I do not think that he promised tc get 
"ine " opened up again for us. 

"I would just as soon have stayed in the Progressive l!ine 
workers, but I war-ted tu work, and 1 had to jvir' the UU:" in order to 
::;CJrk. l'h'>t is the re:tson that I joir.~d. I thoUl;;ht that the rest of 
the ,,;en were goir.g Un::. t8d, and I would go too. 

"I h:iVe rEa" the :.bJve st,tement on this pag" and 'me other 
page. It is all true and accurate. 

(S/ 

/5/ 
F. B.:. 
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leI JQlIlI L. lE.ns. ETIJ, 

orininal ~ocord. 

" 

tc 

1943, by Spooial Agonts 
spoaks ~nd undorstnnds 

willing to to3ti~y. 

Sprin~fiold, Illinois 
Septombor 16, 1943 

r.lQko tho following v01untury ato.tomont 
who);} I knOWI to bo Spocio.l J..gents of tho 

my own fTeo will, with 110 thronts or 
prcl:1isos to mo. 

"I = Ill'., nnd 
GJ:l 'WGrking D.t M:i no i~ ~ oc.:mo to 
the Unitod stutes in nn intor-
n~tional mina union .!l.n. in_ 
~ In switoh fron tho United Mino I1crke~ 
~;orkors nc.du no differenoo to mo, I just wnntod to work. 

I found no difforonoo in tho unions. I rOjoinod tho U.H.W. in tho fall of 
1941. 

"I sc.w in tho nawspa.pors tho.t RYbN ha.d sold Mino b. to ELSHOFF. 
I didn't ~cw just who.t to :m!l.lr"..o of it; nnd didn't lcnQ!? WhQthQT I '\Tculd hnvo 
0. job thoro or not. I heo.rd some oonversation, about thc.t t,iDo, t:hD.t 
ELSHOFF wes plo.nnift; to oporato m.ne J. thrcur;h Hine B, thnt it would be 0. 

nile shortor hnul~I':0' I 0.160 heo-rd thc.t ELSHOFF _8 plo.nning to oporata 
!lino i. with U .Ii;;;. mon only. In 6pi to of ell this to.lk, o.nd rUJ:lors going 
o.rcund, I didn't thibk tho P .l~.i •• o.t Uine A would give in, booause r know 
thoy woro a tou;:;h uni on to SIring. 

"i.bout this time I wont to 0. mootinG at Progrossive Ho.ll. 
T ".'t."r!O:: 1::+v'" 1'1"'1 -,..~ .... .( ...... - .. }..,,..-~ ... _...:1 A ....... ' ... t".., ...... , ...... l-.n .......... T'\,..",.. .... ,."A ,.. ... 1' .... _ ... 
- ._ .......... _ .... t:..:J"'~.LUt, ,"U.VolV. c.LU ............. ,'"' III _uv.~ nJ. ....... '" ........ ,t'l""' ...... UI.4 u",.v"u 

thoro, but thoro ,ms 0. lot of lOUd tnlkinG whon I got thoro. 
WIlS tc.lkinc; abcut tho bonefits of' Bltinging over to U.H.W. Ii> 
thoro woul1n't bo jobs for tho mon o.t Mino A if thoy didn't switoh ovor. 
Thoru w-~s 0. lot of oonvorso.tien. both pro c.nd can. in amnll groups around 
tho hc.ll. It didn't mako any difforon~o to mo. I just wc.ntod to go (llong 
wi th tho _jeri ty, and it r.lD.do no differenoe whothor it wc.s P .U.J •• or U .U.W. 
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REf -lORN L.. u:rIIS. ETJ.L 

ftI ~ttondod tho mooting hold ~t tho Elks Club, but ODDO 
in lata at this mooting, tOG. Tho mon ~d ~lr~~ 
votod to jOin U .!l.W., ~nd ~d boon olootod 
prosidont of tho now U .11.r;. 1000.1. i knO".;" tL'lo rust 

cf tho cff'icors by si'>ht, but not by nama. EDUUNDSOlI spoko ~t t~t mooting, 
end said r.G '"us glo.d to Soo tho r.lOn rook. Ho promisod a squaro d~l to All 
tho man. I dcn't rODombor any oonmi ttoos being appointod to 800 ELSHOFF 
Clt oithor (f tho ooot10:;5.1 ~ttQ!ldod. I joinod the U.M.H. at this cooting 
at tho Elks Club. Thoro ~s no prossure put on mo to sign, and I was oontont 
tc go alone with tho t:njority. If tho =jority had dooidod to stay with 
tho P.M.i,., I woulc ho.va stayod P.M.A. Sinoo tho U.M.W. MS boon rook in 
:::.t tho minD, I hflvo soon n':· differenoo in workinG oonditions fran wtw.t it 
was undor tho P.~.A. 

"I ho.vo road tho fcroGoing, .oonsisting of Oopproxi.ml>.toly 
twe po..,os, and stato it is truo to tho bast of IIl¥ knowlodgo. 

Is/~ 

SprinGfiold, Ill." 
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Ie: JOHN L. LJ!l;IS, ET AL 

Se::>telooelr 15, 1943 by Special Agents 
understands En~lish ver,r 

lie is an easY-Boine type of person 
aJld he e;:,n"essed his desire to stay out of trouble. He said he has no 
criJlinal record. 

the follO"ing signed statement: 

IT I, 
voluntarily 
thew,el ves to 

"Springfield, TIl. 
Sept~ber 15, 1943. 

statement freely and 
have identified 

No threats or promiseo have been made to ne to obtain 
of Investigation. 

this statement. 

"I presentl:' reside at 
an er'.ploy 3d in Mine A. I was 
to the United States in. and '"cas 
TIl. 

and 

"I began to '7ork in j.:ine A in'" I T.as a meraber of the United 
Eine \.orkers at this time, havine bee;] a Her,lber since _ In 1932 I 
joined the Procressive l:ine '.or1:6r:; of N:lerica. I hav~n little differ­
ence in the t"o unions. It makes no difference to me to ~'hich union I 
belonr,. The P.}!.;". treated l.le o.k., and 11OT: the U.lJ.1. is tteating me o.k. 

"I l;no" tlwt I heard that 1:r. Elshoff bought lune A frota Mr. ~an 
\.Jut I don't 1:nCl\: vho told me tins. T:hen I hearo that lUsh?:f!" had bought 
:ane A, I asked Jack Karess, a sup"rintendeEt, if I still had a job at 
lline A. He said that I still had a job. This v·as just a d"y or he before 
I.line A opened in the fall of 1941. I'm not sure, but I thinl: that Karess 
said t:1at I , ould have to join U ."'.1 • ..-hen I started back to work in Mine A. 
As I rcca'.l some nen had al:react:: said that i.!ine A had a contract nth 
U.~:.',. Ju<'t bGforc I T'ent back to ,ork at lline A, I '"'as ,'orking in the 

.-..'"line, l.:ut I ilidn't like ~ tinberin~ job there, and -ranted to 
~lline A. 

"I did not GO to any P.!!.A. meetings, and I never did hear about 
r.hat .. :ent on l.Il them. 

"Conditions at ~e Ii. arc o.k. for ne nO\': , and are just as good 
a5 they- "ere under P .lI.A. 

, 
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c 
Ie: JOHH L. UrIS, ET AL 

Sprinefield, 

"This statement consisting 01' this and one other 
hanm:ri tten page has been read to me, and I state 
that it is true to the best of my Imo'''ledge and 
recollection. 

(Signed) 
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he is willing 

voluntarily 
themselves to 
No threats or 

and am 

in !.!ina 
Amerioo.. 

WIls 
Special Agents 

IIIIIIIIIlspeaks 
t~in court. 

" 

'.:." ;' . .-' 
_ •. " ......... ~.¥ '"'."'~ ......... ::._, .. ..:..,-,.~.:-_.: -o.::;-:-.~ 

He olaimed to have reoord. 

Springfield, Ill. 
September 16, 194~ 

statement freely 8.Ild 
who bave identified 

of Investigation. 
to me to obtain this statement. 

"I was satisfied with P.M.h., and oannot compare it to 
U .M.Vi. prior to 1932 becauso I wo.6 not in nny union boforo I joined P.ll.A. 

"I don It romomDer how I heard tho.t lir. RYb.N had 801d iiina 
B to Mr. ELSHOFF. Bec!l.use of the trouble at lUna B just !l. few years a.go, 
I thought that ELSHOFF would not permit P.M.A. to work in )(ina A, and tb>.t 
I might havo to join the U .M.W. 1£ I wo.nted to oontinue working at Jline 
A. ! don't rflonll nny trouble at Vine 1. When lIT, R~..N ran the mine. 

~o one evor asked me to join U.K.W. before ELSHOFF bought 
Mine A. Thero was talk among tho minors tha.t there was going to be a. 
!SWitoh from P.M.; .• to U.Il.W. at Mine A, and that suoh a switoh was in­
evitablo. I also heard in goneral conversation with the minors that ELSHuFF 
was going to try to pull coal from Jline 1. through Kine B. 

"I did not go to o.ny union or group meetings prior to the 
..... " ......... ~ •• ~ _.-:.~'- '" .., .... T ...... __ .... ~ .H''' -4+\-' n 11 w 4", +nAi,. ha..,' mat:. 1;lme 1. J0l.nGu u.~ w.!. Wi V ._.',. - D.t;,UUU """1"' n. _ ...... - ................. -_ ... -~-- v---
before Iline A opened in the fall of 1941. A great many men had si9l(~d up 
with U .1l.Y;. at tho Elks Club, but I did not go to that mooting. 

"It did not make muoh differenoe to me to whioh union I 
belonged. It meroly meant tiiP.at I o.id dues to n different organization. 
I quit working at Iline A on 1942, when I _s ablo .to get a bettor 
job with botter working Gond ~ons. 
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c 
REt JOHN L. lEWIS, ETAL 

INTERVIE'i flITH ...... nI think that oonditions at )(ine A under U.Ji.W. were ... good 
as they had been'"under P .M.A. but I did not liko one rule 
that the U.M.W. passed whioh required all men to speak in 
English at union meetings, or be liable to a tlO.OO tine. 

There Vlere many old JIlen in the union who Dould not express themsol VB. in 
English, and I thought this rule was uni'air to them. 

"l.t a P .M.A. meeting whioh I attendod in P .M.l •• ho.ll I hoard 
t~.o.t four or five mon, one of thOll1 I think was -. had gono to 
see ELSHOFF, but they did so without the autho~.h. looal. I 
think that thoro was a fight outside of the hall after this meoting, but I 
did not seo it. I don't know why the fight started. I don't know if any 
other oo~ittees were appointed, and I don't know if this oommittee roported 
tho rdsul ts of the proposed meGting with ELSHOFF. I don't reoall the date 
of this mooting. 

"I havo rond this stutomo~t Donsisting of this and one othor 
typowri ttO!l pago e.nd ... stab the.t it is truo to tho bost of ~ knowledge 
e.nd recollection. 

Witnossos: 

• FBI 
Springfield, Ill." 

/s/ 
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REI JOHN L. LEiIlS. ET.i>L 

" 

;'., " 

Springfield. Ill., 
1943, by 

Thill 
in 

has nover been arrested 

Springfield. Ill. 
September 16. 1943 

voluntarily 
tho.solves tD 1116 as 
ND throats Dr 

statamont freely and 
whD havo identified 

Df InvestigatiDn. 
bean made to :ll8 to obtain this statement. 

"I prosontly roside 
Ill., nnd run employod in Mino j.. I 
and cnma to tho Uni tod States in_ I have 
Uni • I oined the Uni rc:d"iiino '.'IDrkars 
iog I began to work in Mine 1. in 

"Tho switch from U.M.V:. to tho Progrossive Mine WDrkers of 
~orica did not m&ko much difforenoe to mo. I was trented alright in both 
unions. I was satisfied with P.M.~. whun I was in thnt union • 

.. r knel'l about the snle of Mine J. by J4r. RYi-N to AIr. EUlHOFF, 
but I did not think how it might o.ffeot my job. I did henr some IlIOn say 
too t we would have to join the U .M.Y;. tD work in lline l. e.1'ter Mr. EUlHOFF 
bDught it. 

~
"I 6i nod u with U.14.11. in tho meeting that 1Itl.s held in 

the Elks Club tODk mo to the meeting that day 
tDld the mon that ~ they signed up with U.M.W. they would be~ 
wDrk in Mino j,., bu°t if they did not sign uP. they would not work. I did 
nDt go to any other meetings, o.nd I don 't know what happened in thea. 

"I }xlve hnd this statement rend to me by 
and I state that it is true to the best of my lalow1edge 

:;P'JOlo[U b..,An1;., FBI 
Ill. 
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c .. o 
Re: JOHN L. urNIS, ET AL 

....-....as interviewed on the mU"'Il.~Il'" 
Septe1!lber 15>, 194J~nce, \ 

1 Agents --- and I 
make a good Witness. He can express himself 

gence above that of the average miner. There is 
not much ';0 which he could testify. He gave infonnation set forth in 
the follo;ving statement, which ha stated was true but Which he declined I 

to sign: 

"Springfield, III 
September 15, 1943. 

"iJy nam i-" :;: ?las born in 
_ I a'" an Arle~ I aCl no .. : c 
~lo';n.ng st~tc,.,<;nt ~ 

v:ho have; identified th~",s"l~ 
Bur.cau of Ir.V0sticatio". No prmibse, thr"ats, or consideration of any 
kind has hecn nud" to r.k to mc.kc this statement. 

"I hav(' rx.cn .:orking at lUn·" A since" I..-as amployed at 
Min" A in 1941 when Ryan sold his int0rost in i.b.n,:) A. &foro that time 
there had b"en no t"lk that I heard of about changing unions. The men 
s~3,,~d to bG pratty" Y:911 s3tisfied I1ith the ,':ay th:: local and the 
Progressive lli,l1-3 Workers of A"."rica 'Iere being op3ratJd. I V:ilS not 
interested too much, but I was s3tisficd. 

"i','hc:n the: millG "as sold, tk mJn talkod about CYhat they W3re 
goinC to do. TlLre WilS t::lk nmong the ilion about changinr, bElc,use they 
LIt trot Llsr.off '7a5 fc.vur2blc to the> lr.f'T. I thouglt. so mysGlf, because 
of thee things th3t I h::tc hE::!rd h.:d h:lp]X'ned <:t l.:in~ 2. ThGre was talk 
thnt the min~ f:ould not be o:x-n,:;d ::IS <l Progrossiv<o llinc, Gnd that Elshoff 
',:ould tc,kG the coal ou':, of 1lin~ " through ltinc B. If h, did that the 
men l!QuId have to be' U;;;-;. .:" thought th::t if we could join the UM01 that 
\"IC cO'Jld get our jobs belc}:. 

"I v;Jnt to only on~ m<nting wh~thcr this mttur ./as being dis­
cussed. Tha t Has th", rnef)l,inr :Jt th. Elks H~ll. Th~r'-' "ore snm" t:llks. 
r.Bd~ th'1t d:lY, but everything so~lt2d to b8 prGtty cut and dried. After 
T3 voted to go to U1lV-i Edm1mson C9.me over and tnl!:od. He told us thilt 
if '.'(; join~d the Ullr th:lt he thought t.h3t we could gcot the mine open in 
a little while. Most of the mJn ';Iant,,-cj to go b'-lck to work. I wanted 
to go back to work, and I did not purticuI3rly c~r(; which union I 
belonecd to, as lone :lS I could v:ork. That is the rc<::son that I left 
the Pl!'i:md joined too lJJ.l1", even thoubh I h,d h<:en snti9fi~d with the 
PL"'J. I 1'1:JS not interested in unions !:lUCr, rmd did not go to the union 
meetings much. 
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"1 Imow who ~s. He was 
for a while ~ reopened. 
v/hat he was doing there • 

around the mine 
I do not know 

•. I have read the above statenent on this page and one other 
It is all true and accurate. 

F.:'.I. 11 
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HE. JOHN L. u:;;rs, ET AL 

__ He 

~g'3.ve 

, by 
is extremely d 
in!'ormntion set 

/ , 
. ~ .. -

;;< 
.... 

"- .'~.- .. ':' - .~ ...... ,:,,::.~-

following 

"Springfield, Ill. 
September 16, 194~. 

I _s born in 
I mnke the 

, who he. "10 identified thensel vee to 
of Investig"tion. No proniese, threats 

or ccnsiderc,ticn of nny kind hns been mt'de to ",e to have !:le ne!{e this st •. te­
ment. 

"I he. VB workec .. t },;ine J,. for .. bout. ye.".rs. I Wll.S EIllployed there 
"t the tir.\e th t "'",.n sold the !:line to Elshofr. 8efore that time there had 
been no t,llk about chc:.ll!';in!'; unions for ~ine A. I hnd not heard .. ny talk. It 
did net """ke any difference to me which union the !:len belonged to. I did not 
c~re mys~lf. just so I could work. I do not know why the !:len changed except 
tho,t w}-.ile Ryan he.d run tho !:line it had been closed down a lnrge pert of every 
yef,r. Elshoff "',s going to run the mine longer, and he wn.nted us to join the 
1Jr.::,;. Tr.at is ::ly underst"nding. I did not cr,re. I did not go to the !:lestings 
where they blked "bout cmnging unions. I did not go to the meeting when 
they voted to join the 1m;;. I joined the UW1 when I went b:o.ck to work, beco.us" 
they would not let !:le work unless 1 did. I did not Cnre which union I beloUEGu 
to. C"nditins were [.s good then as they are now. It does not :nake muoh dif­
ference ~'hich union I belong to. 

"--:m~ rc"~ th .. "bove sto.tement on this p"ge e.nd it 
iwr.lltru~ 

/s/ 

F.B.I." 
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Re, JOHN L. LEInS, ET AL 

INTERVIEli WITH 

•... " \ .. " I 
...... ~ 

interviawod at hiB reaidonce, 

I:l!;O~;;c~:lthe'\ 
woul d lII8lte , 

an young, 
hes an in-Lelligence above th~t ¢f the e:vQrage miner; 84ld can expree,8 ~im­
self quite well. He gave information lIet f'orth in the follOlll.ng stCltement: 

"S?ringfield, Illinois 
September 15, 194~ 

0.1 Bure~u of Investigation. promia.o, 
of cny kim has been =dc to m<> to make 

"I lIOrked at 1:ine A for throe winters. I quit there in t he fall 
of 1941, two or three months after Mine A 'NUS sold. 'At the time 'that lline 
A WU8 sold, end prior to thnt time, I h~d nevor hanrd anyone talk about 
che.ngine tho unions for Mine A. Evoryone seemed to be sat~ied ~en the 
mine closed in March. I wns satisfiod with tho Progressive Mine Workers, 
nnd would h~ve been ontisfied te continue working under them. I do not 
kr,ow exactly what happened when the mine _. sold. 

there was nny meeting 
came around to my house 
th~t they wont around nod talked to all of the men. I 

do not recoll exactly whet it wt\S that they told us, but it WCB something 
about having to gElt r. II>-"jority of the men to sign up with the IDli11:>0f'ore 
the mine would reopen. I de not racnll eXllctly, but I think that they 
s&id thct Elshoff would not opon tho mine nnd work it with Progressive 
tnotD. her s • 

"I know th~t thore were severel moetings, but I only went to 
one meeting, that being the one nt tho Elks' Hull. Thnt ..08 on ll. S\mduy 
e.ftern oon. I had huo.rd some tc.lk about things out there, e.nd went to this 
meeting to. soe whet 1raS~Oin, to. bo done. I do net recall exactly what waa 
so.id at that meet inb' tc.lked nnd some others, but I do not re-
call 0.0\. who they ~,ore. omeone c.lked nod enid thnt Ehhoff would not 
open up the mine unless we went buc!.: to. work Cts United 1.:ine -norm rs. They 
.. nid that ho ,~ould toke the cc0.1 out through Mine B. They said that be 
wns digging out somo entry's on the j;ino B sida to. run into A, 8) that the 
co0.1 could be taken cut that WIly. Severel men tulked. They all stressed 
going back to work. They seemed to be of the opinion that they could not 
Y'~rk as frogressive Hiners. One mnn got up nod snid how much he needed 
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Re: JOHN L. LEl7IS, ET AL 

work, and that he was willing to go over 
to the UMl'I' and not beve all the trouble 
and bother thut the men had had at ~na B 
wi th Elshoff there. Finally we t oak a vote 

to ~o to the UMi". Edmunson oMe over to the meeting and talked then. He 
scid SODe thinc;s about forcettinc all the trouble tl1lt had been hnd between 
the Progressives nnd the United "ine .10rkers. and cominr, back together. He 
said that if we signed up a majority of the men that he would aeo to it 
thnt J.linc A wes reopened. I s i(;ned up thc.t niGht. I. igned up b ecaulle I 
vmnted to GO back to work. I did not care much about which union I be­
lonGod to, as long as I could work. but I was aatisfied with t he Progrell­
sives before. r quit the mine because the places ~mre running out and I 
did not think that r would be nble to make 80 much money there. After the 
W,1 took over the mine there WIle not as much freedom as before. They would 
not let you talk. I went to some of the UlN meetings, They did not let 
you tnlk as much about things in the local as in the ProgreSSives. Under 
the PJ·r;; we almost rr..n the locnl ourselves, rot in the Ul!i1 they had every­
thing fixed and would not let us make our own nominntions. etc. 

"I know who 
the UMH. He wr..s 
thnt if we had any problems or 
member. 

is. He is a board m~mber. or was, of 
a while after it openod. The told us 

complaints to take it up with t ho Board 

"I got two lettors nbcut the ch"nge in ownership of lline A. One 
was from Ryan, and the other ,""s n mimeogrnphed letter Signed by t l>s llEUDo 
of 'The Committee'. It did not scy thnt it W2.S from the U'..\.[ nnd did not 
say th~t we would heG to chnnGu unions at all. It hnd some complnints in 
it .. bout the Progre.sivo officir.ls, and heRt men hed lost their jobs when 
other mines hed been sold. It did not mention the; fiJi{. It just invited 
us to come to a mectiIl[. I do not romeober Gctt in!'; any other letters. 

"I have read the above stntemont on this pege IlIld two other 
pr.ees. It is 0.11 true r.nd nccurcto. 

lei 
lsi 

,- .. ,-- ...... ..., . -.~ 

/5/ 

F. B. I." 
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RE. JOEN L. U),.'IS, p:r AI. 

- ( ",-_' ._ ••• ' ,. -_', ",-.,J : ..... ".-..... ,:....'- •• 

was interviewed at his residenoe, ............ 
Springfield, Illinois. o~t~ 

by Special Agents nd 
s difficult to unders heavy 

f·f>T·t'.h in the following statement, 

nSpringfield, Ill. 
September 16, 194~. 

I was born in 
oake the fall 

have identified 
of Investigntion. No promises, threats, 

cr consider~tiDn of any kind ~ been ~~e to me to make this 8t~tement. 

"I hc.ve been working at Mine A for about. years. Bef~re Ryan sold 
);;ine k., there wP.S no tr·lk about changing unions. ~uess the men were satis­
fied wi th the i'rogressi ve ],Uine ,'[orkers, beo'luBe 1 heard nothing Baid against 
it. I did not care which union I belonged to, just so I could work. It did 
not oake much difference to me. I attended one meeting where the matter of 
changing ur.bns _s discussed. I do not remember what w!\s said thet night. 
I did mt attend the meeting when the :nen voted to ~ into the United Kine 
.\orkers. I decided thl.t I would _.i t nnd see what they would do. and that I 
would do the stine thing. I heo.rd that there was talk about closing mine /,. 
find taking the coel out through ",ine B. I wr.nted to work, and I think that is 
the re~son the men joined, so they cou d work. It did not mcke much difference 
to me which union I belonged to. 

above etr,tEDent on this ~age has been rer,.d to me by, 
It is true tJld accurate. 

FBI 

~ .. _.- ...... r,'.'", 
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he: JOm L. LEWIS, ET AL. 

at-. 
wa~ 

Special 
appeared 
decided 

Agents 
to be a p"rson 
Progressi ,e and hates Jom L. LE.iI5. He was incarcerated 
Jacksonville State Hospital at the time events concerning 

in the 
l!ine A occurred. 

Agents did not attempt to obtain a signed statement fromAllllir 
~ due to his mental condition. 

- 564 -

'" , ••••• # 



., 

\ 

J J 

RE: JOHK L. LEonS, ET AL 

~ was interviewed at his'res1dence.-
............... Springfield, Illinois, on the afternoon or 

1943, by Special Agents.-... 
~nd is difficult to und~ 

following statanent bec~use he was 
unnble to what 1mB on it but assured that that .... hich _8 re<l.d to hm __ 
true. 

·Springfield: Ill. 
SeptElClber 16, 1943. 

"11y =e is'---' I was born in 
_ I eXl ~n Ame~tm oyed 
~wing statenent to 

he V<: identified therr.sel ves ne gents ee.u 
of Investigr,tion. lIo proniese, thr,,~ts, or consideration 
made to me to make thi s str,t<nent. 

of any kind hAs been 

"I rove worked et Line A since Ryan bought that r.Jine. I was work­
ing then when l<yr.n sold the ~ine to Elshoff. Before tht time there was no 
tr,lk c.bout changing unions. 1 wns satisfied with the Progressive Mine "'''orkers, 
<.nd would have contilUled to work as a Progressive if I could. I attended only 
~ne neeting when the matter of changing unions ~s discussed. I attended the 
neeting where they voted to chenge. The reeson thD.t I voted to gO into the tn.r.1 
p.n:i the re"son the.t I signed up to at de.y ""~s bocr,use I wnnted to work, and I 
did not ~nt to ~ve ell the troulbe nnd bectings e.nd things that I had heard 
•. bout lk'\p;:ening e.t J,;ine B. I knew it vms the sar.Je DYmer. and they told us 
th"t he wr.nted the mH. so I joined to keep fron lk".ving any trouble. 

hr.s re"d the e.bove stc.ts::lent on this page. It is all 
true. n 

F.ll.1. 
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Re: JOHN L. IEinS, ET AL 

Special Agents 
would make an 
average miner. He states a great deal of infomation as fact, which 
onl;: hearcay to him. He studied the statement set forth below, and said 
that it was all true. ,He declined to sign it, however, atating that he 
was married and had four children, and did not "want his head blown off.w 
Re has a distinct hate and fear of the United ~ne Workers. 

"Springfield, Ill. 
September 15, 1943. 

I wile born in_ 
the following ~ 

Who have identified themselves 
",-.",,, of Investigation. No pro­

misGs. threats, or consider~tion of any kind has been made to me to make 
this statement. 

"I worked at Mine A about .vear. until 1941. In 1941 when 
the mine closed down for the summer • ...",.. wcs employed at the mine. In the 
Full of 1941. the mine was sold to Elshoff. 1 never went back to work at 
Mine A after that because I did not want to join the United ~ine Workers, 
Ilnd they 'did' not hire anyone Who WIl8 not. About the time Mine A was sold 
there was a meeting at the Progressive Hall. where the men decided that 
they would stand not over to the United Mine Workers. 
At that ~eting. ond some other men atarted a 
fight. Some of lng. cnd these men kept inter-
ferim;. The officer told th6m trot if they wanted to have a different 
meeting. thllt they should go over to the U1t1 hall. _ was a !Vi' 
official, und they heckeled him so much that he got~ the fight 
started. -

"I did not go to rmy other lJgetings. Iwould not go to ~ 
meetings not held in the Progressive r1all. becfluse the men knew that I was 
a. strong Progressive ann I would be beaten up. 

"ifuen the mine closed down. tho men were very satisfied with 
the conditi ons ut l:ine A, and the Progressive Union there. 1 have worked 
in mines. years. and in ulmost every mine in Springfield, and 'lNUI.y ov~r 
Illinois • ..yine A had the best working conditions of any of these mines. 
I had planned on going back to work at Yine A when it reopened. I did 
not have another job. but I would not work under the United Kine }iorker •• 
I did not even go beck to get my tools, which were worth ab'out $65. I 
knew that if I tried to go get them that I would get beaten. 
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Re: JOHN L. LEiTIS, ET AI. 

..... . .~.' '.' ' .... 

{ 

"I do not think thnt tho men employed at 
lfine A wunted to change unions. I think 
that they were all forced to change. I 
have hoard that the mm brought in aome 

gun men, and bec.t !l lot of them up. I alao heard that the mm gave moziey 
to 801$ of the men to get them to change. I do not know that this 18 true, 
because nonu of these men tnlked to me, or offered me anything. I do not 
mow of any men who were paid. I only know of one man who "8 beaten. I 
know of no other reason f"r the men chanGinc unions. 

"I have rend the above statement on this page and one other pago. 
It is all ture and accurate. 

lsi 
lsi 
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RE. JOHN L. LEiOIS. ET AL. 

( 

his residenoe at'" 
1d, Illin018, aD the artern~ 

by Special Agents--.. 
e.nd was reluctant to ~ 
to 8 want to get mixed up in anything. 
He is e. p"rson of average intelligence and would make an averqe witnesa. 
He cave infol"llllltion set forth in the 1'ollOl'l'ing statement, wh1ch he re!'Ulled 
to'sign: 

-Springfield; Ill. 
September 18, 1943. 

who have identified themsEJlves 
Buroau of Investigation. No promises, threats, or consideration of any kind 
h&s been made to mo to mekv this statement. 

"1 have worked at l:ine b. for a.bout _ears. I was working 
1'or Bill Ryan at the time th~t he Bold the mi~o1'1'. I have never 
been interested in union affairs, and have paid many fines for not attend­
ing union me"tings. Before Ryan sold tho mine, there was not talk, as far 
805 1 know, about ch=ging unions. I do not know how the other men felt, 
because I never discussed the matter with them. I personally did not care 
which union I belonged to, at that time" as I was not interested in any of 
thom. 

"I went to the meeting at the Elk's Rall when the men voted to go 
into the 'IJIr';. I do not remomber what was said that day, or why it Wfl.8 that 
I joined the uwr; then. I think I had decided to join the ~~, but I do not 
remember why. I had talked to a few ml3n about it, but not many, and I do not 
r<Jm<JlIlber wh&t they had told me about it. 

WI have read the above statement on this page. It is true and 
accurato. 

FBI 
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REs JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AI. 

194.3. 

The following ~s C~rrlucted 
~Agents __ and _t Springfield, Illinois on September 7, 

D.llno1s, 

. ; .. 

"t his 
i;.:3ents inter"iewed 
arrested in his 

that never bas been 
to i,gents to be vcr:' cooperative at 

all and indicated .he .did not know what 
not been contacted ~J anyone in regard 

it l"Ias all about. He also advised he. L­
to instant casco 

& 

I,gents obtained from him the follOl'ling unsi gned st .. teI:lents 

give the following information to ___ 
ure knoun to me to be Special A.~nts~ 

5 have been mad~ me to give this • .;information. 

"I"was born in I am_at Kine A. 
I hev" been working I ~Which union 
>12 TI"nt with I "ent to PM., as rest did. I never favored either union. 
Fron 19.32 to 1941 I Sec" no difference in the >ia: the P.lI., .. bandlod things. 

"I heard that Elshoff had takcn over Kine ft;," in 1941, it made no 
difference to me I paid no attention to it. I heard this throu6h gossip. 
No one contacted me to go to U.li.'1. or to ask my opinion about tho situ­
ation. I didn't hear anythin~; about Elshoff possibly br~~ the coal frem 
).line it through Mine "B" during this time I was working _ & paid 
no attention to the rumors goin~ around. I did not go~ngs at 
P.M .... , Recl.m<J.n's Hall or thQ Elks Club. I joined the U.U:.j. right at the 
!!line the morning it opvncd up. Nobody said anything to r:te.z. I just 'Went out 
to ::;0 to "ark Ylhen I C\ot there th:::; told us the union had SVlunr, over to 
U.E."J. c.nd YlC "ould h.:l;c to 'join if we ,'anted to Tlork. It still doesn·t 
lIl1lkc any diff0ronce to me ~;hich union i/O haVLl. Since 1941corrlitions at 
Mine A ;re better. than they were from 1932 to 1941. 

"I have read this t110 JX'.r,e st:<toment and to the best of my lalaI'llodtie 
and belief it is the trUti1 and it is as I have told it to the iL .ents. 
This st<:temont is true and there. is no re::'.son why I should not sign it but 
I would rather not sign." 
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REI JOON L. !Errs, ET ;.1 

1f".litnDsscs: 

~.I. 
~ 
~B.I. 
Sprinvfio1d, Ill. 
Sept. 17, 1943n 
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was inter~oial Agents 

a andmanner anu app~o~;!~!~~V8. 
He Bee~s sincere, however, it is noted that in his statement he fails 
to give a ?lausible explanation for the miners at Mine A "ing~ 
to v.l:;:. It is pouible that he was not aware of everything that 
trlinspired. He ,,'ould make a satisfactory "'itneas. His statement is 
as follows I 

-I, 
foll".-:ing 
bath of whom 

·Spr ingfie Id. Illinois 
OeptWTber 10. 1943. 

Federal Dureau of lnvestig~tion. No threats or prooiees have been 
mnde to ~e to induce ne to ",oke a atc-tenent. 

Stcctes 
oame to the United 

I atarte d ooal 
d l:ine T,arkerlh 
From then until 

-In the spring of 1941 i'ine A shut dorln. a !!eaaanal ehut 
ca.·;n. At thc.t ti'11e t belonged to Progressive, h&ving joined in 1932. 
1 served on the pit c~ittee for U.~.~. in 1941 until I quit and aleo, 
in 1936, served on the pit cO"'3ittee for P.l!.A. 

-Sonetime in Augu.t of 1941 I se.w in the po-per thnt Elehoff 
had bought nne A f'r0!:l Rye-n. Soma of my friends and I felt that sane-
t be done, th!lt We should see Eishoff about our jobs. ___ 

(Fhonetic) o~11ed a !"loetine of the entire membership of 
~- - - - - , - -... -

ogressive. This neeting WflS held at the ProgresBive &11. The pit 
c,"",",dttee refused to meet uith Elahoff BO n spec1nl cOIII1littee was 

t ittee. others Tlere ~ 
and one other. I ~ 
8uppoeed to Bee ilehotf and find 

out if he "as going to open tho t'1ine nnd if we would get OUJ' job. bnek. 
1',e were to try nnd nrrnnge 'an nppointment with Elshoff but we Dould not 
locate him on the phone. This after trying to locate 
Elshoff. we net Jobhny 80Jl19 ather. all F.l;'A.. 
"'e",bers. '/hen we were go men enid he wanted to see 
!!le. t e.skecl hi!" '!'.'hIlt he wanted nnd he curE~",e Q shove. 
I eat out of there but I kno\': they bent up ___ t don't 
len"", ~'h;r the; .. tnrted the fi@;ht except that they didn't W(Ult us to nest 
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; C Elshoff. I went baok up to the meeting and we 

advised the members that we oouldn't find Elshoff. 
'c ont inued) lihile this was going on Snyder and his gang came 

into the meeting and called us e bunoh of Boabs. 
Ba said if we ..,anted to go back to United we oould. 

-The next day our oO!ll\1ittee ",ent to !.:ina E to Bee Elshoff. 
'Ie oouldn't find Elshoff but We talJ<ed to Osoar Faloetti. He told 
us that there \':ere two plans, one Vlaf to open }'ine A and the other was 
to hr,ul coal through rine B. 'Fe had another meeting that e.i'ternoon. 
,'e held thi. meeting at Iron Hall, on Monroe between 4th and 6th Itt;s. 
r'e "iere afraid that if we held the meeti:Jg in the Progressive Ball we 
might have trouble. 

-The night before "'e had plcr.ned on not holding any more 
meetings in the Progres.ive HE,ll. I waf scered to go back there. 
There "ere about one hundred menftlers present at this meeting o.nd we 
told then what Fllleetti had said. Beoause all of the men wera not 
pre.ent "'e deoided to c"ll a rileeting the next day at the Elk's Club. 
As I rol'lembor , \"e put en ad ill the paper Ilnd there Vias a lot of the 
!'len 'lreEent, lleerly all of the merr.borEhip • ...-.was ohair­
men of the neeting;. This, IlS I reoull, WilE ~ 1941. 

-Our cOlT.',ittee tole the "",mbersr.ip ~Ihat had hap','aned in our 
ts.lk of uff"irs tlith Fulcatti. TtiO other things happened at this 
:!'-"stlng. A ,"otion \VUE ,.",de to join United n,no rorkers CUld this notion 
cc.rried lOa:; by " stc.nding vote, no one voting agr.inst it. Also, 
Rc.y Eck",undson ":as &sked to CON over to our mOGting Illld he Ofll:le owr. 
I do not knew who asked hirl to oo,"e over. He told us he .. :e.e glcd of 
the r.etion wo h"d taken. He scid he "cs glad to 1100 Illinois to-gather 
ag::;in, all the l'liners in one union. He tc.lked c.bout ten minutes, 
ter.rs ',:ere in his eyes ,':hile ho vas talking. 

-After he WIlS through talking there waE a bunoh of 1".amber­
cc.rds and Vie all Signed up for U.H.W. Before the !'!eeting adjourned 

for our new 

-I knew thet this Via. a Budden 1'10ve, the men swinging to 
United r.! they did. HClrever, I wish to state that there had been no 
plans t'Ade before this ""osting to join U.n.ii., Fc.Icetti had not 
mentioned anything about nny union and I guess the roason the fellow. 
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Jom~ 1. LorIS, ET AL 

joined "'(;.8 because they were !!lILd at Snyder a.nd his 
gang for calling ue soabe • 

... ·:e left this meeting and the offioers inoluding 
lP.yeelf went to the U.l!.\1. buildinE; and we were aworn in as offioers 
of V.1:.'·;. E:nundson swore us in, ILlld then he oelled Elshoff on the 
phone. Edmundson want .. d to find out what Elshoff W&OS going to do with 
n.ne A. I did not hear the telephone oonlVersat ion but after while 
Elehoff and Falcetti cane to the office. I do not remember whioh one 
C~~~ r~s~. Edmund!On told Elshoff tr~t tha ~Oy5 r~d come back into 
the union- and ,':antec to knOl" v'hl:.t he ... as going to do with 1:ine A. 

-There w&'s 8=9 other convers&tion, but I don't remerlber whllt 
it ·"es, and then '.0 I'\ade an ap-oointment tc I'\eet at Elshoff's offioe 
lr.tor thO-t n1c;ht. ~"e Det there lat~r tho'~ night and afte,. midnight 
Elshoff signed a contrn"t. In abollt a "'eck or tV;o Eine A opened up. 
I ,,'ent beck to ,'ark digGing coal. 

-.kHer t 
a jab at l:ine A. 
Tel!l.G7'.bor V:'[,S c.nother, 
another :fa 11",'; ,":hoso n= 
fallcr!6 got jobs e.t Fine ... i.... These fello"!.'s 

soma friends of mine get 
hose last ne.rne I do not 
1 think "'as another. and 

I helped all Qf these 
narc a21 minerse The fi.rrl 

m"n I helpod by going right t!lie.lcetti 'out the others I helped by going 
ident of our lcc"l I don't re~mber ever going to 

get jobs for anybo y. . 

-I hnd to quit mlnlng because my back was bad and I couldn't 
hardly lift a shovel full of 0001. &0 I st~rted up II business of my 
own • 

"There l'.'o,s no pressure of c.ny kine brought on the Et£:lOerB 
to join U.LI:. liD pressure o~ nn)' kind "as brought on BIshoff to sign 
the CD!1traot ",ith us, I ~'U! there ::hen the oontract "'as .igned. 

-The above statement has beon rend to ne by 
~nd it is true Cond correct to the best of my memory. 

/s~ 

u.s. Dept. 
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1lE: JOHN L. L'-1.IS, !?I' IlL. 

amant; at s in a 
i.t the inte l"ITieve 

a broken leg, but on his 
in a s;,ort time. is er.lploycd at is con-
eidered to be a very good potential 11 nemory, makes 
£ cilstinct Qffort to be exact and accoratc, and ~ould be ve~' difficult to 
confuse on cross-co:runination. iie is able tn express himself very "ell, and 
it is b':oheved thnt Ins voice, "lthough 50£0., ,.'ould be readily understood. 
He furnished infoITl!:! tion set forth in the 'foU"'''inr, sisncd stiltC1!lent. 

"Springfield, Ill. 
Scptcnbur 8, 1943. 

fol10T 'ing stat<3nrmt ro 
\-no have id<3ntifi 00 

Fedcrnl BureRu of 
Investigation. lIo pronicse, thr(1).ts, or consideration of arry kind 
h~s been nad" to 1:10 to lUl);C this stateMent. I am Willing if noces­
sary to go to court, and repeat any pa:t of this statement. 

eH'Cl.,lOn 
lot of trouble by t!lu ,.len rerrcsenting John'L. L(l\'is, and I T as 
supposedly beaten. l~t that t:ine I \';as T.'oIking at the Peabody t::ine. 

,'hen the PI: of •. ,"a2 forn"d, I voted against going into the Pl.!: 
because 1 thou;-ht th"t Tee OUGht to fight John L. Lc!'r.is in the mr., 
but I '''5 T'illing to go 'Hil the najonty. I nO'Ver >'ent back to 
Penbod,' ,Une. I could not [;;)t n job untD 1937 mon I 
at : lilJe T hich T as 01 ned A t that 

"ltine i. closed about ;.pril 1, 1941. That ~as the usual procedure. 
I did not s~;, the nine p,t Hine 1. lJuch during the period that the cine 
T'"S clos'~d. I I',ttondcd most of the neetings of the locRl "'hich Tas 
hdd then, but did not get to all of th<rl. In 5ept-ll.lber of 1941, I 
read in the paper that <!.lshoff hnd purchased the lease rights to mine I .. 
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~ I JOHN L. Llf IS, E'r 1.L. 

INT~WI1'r r TIH 

1ItIlIP 
I think that thore was a regular moeting of the local 
held the night that that announconent "as made i the 
papers, but 1 an not sure. I "'as not at that meeting. 
The next meeting I d~d attend. I ras v-orking ''ith a 

brick layer nt that .tum, and did not Bee the oen ort,en. I had neard that 
_:lad been talking to BallO of the old men about sr'1tching to the 
~o not ):1101" rho it ,'as. J.t th.'lt nceting that I did attend, they 
discussed the possibility of g1"itching unions, and ,'het 'ould happen nO" that 
ru.sho~·f ... ·ns running ~line :.. :.11 of the r.1erl lmlJ\' that l:ine B, mich Elshoff 
"CS runmLg had been si;;ned up nth the Ul·. There ras sODe talk that night 
I.'uout S\-~ tching unions, IDle: clso about ,nat "C could do to gat our jobs. 
1 lmoc 1 thought, ~nd so,\a of the othor I.lCn thought that r-:lshoff "ould nevcr 
open l:inc I., because 11inc i. is c. lon~ rune, nnd it "auld 0 take the 
coal out of ' the :linc 3 shaft. 

jobs. He 
?lational .... abor Fble tions l.ct ,'as such that it v'ould not be necessnry 

for Elshoff to hiro us bacl(, because it "'as a n01' Cl\'1J1er opllrating the nine. 
I think that tills stntencnt of ~ad as Lluch to do as any ,"1 th the men 
5\''-i tching over. to the DU:. 

"Th8ro had been sone discussion lII'Iong the men thp.t nir;ht about run­
ning '!inc B and !line ,. as one mine. 1 do not recall exactly, but I think 
that thsN ras sono talk thilt night that SOl:lC of the men did not think that ),tine 
/, ,..ould be opened unless it 'ent Ulf,:. That remnrk rns nade fror:l the floor' 
at the me::ing, but I do not rilcall ",ho said that. The men seemed to think, 
~.nd I did )0, thnt theN had been so much troulblc at Uine B, that ,"0 V'ould 
have to gr llir: befoI'<) Elshoff "'ould open the r:ri.ne e.gain. There did not 
SeCJm to be any tall: then about &Lsholf favoring the Ul.r: over the P1f:. 

"That night, they talb,d 
to tdk n!:lout rhilt he \:<15 going to 
kno,." .,.-heth:r n cormttcc "as 
just talked about. I think tlk.,t 
cOl'1l!\itt"u, but I do not ren311b"r 
corwit tee d;;cidod to act on its 0\ n 

about sendin~ a conmittoe to Elshoff 
do '''i th the nen at !line J... I do not 

after the neeting. 

it "as 
on the 

this 

"Thnt sane night, after I left, I \'115 told later, 
and __ cane back to thu hall, and there vas a fight, some 
of t~hurt. I do not kn01 nbout that for sure, but 1 do knCl!" that 
at the next nceting, on Sunday, I heard SQ[JO of the mon s~y that they had 
been against the UH bucau~" they had SOI1G thu;:s running the un~on, and then 
n.l had SOl.lC of our 0\ n in the Pl~:, ':ho ,'"rc trying to keep us from gol.llg 
over to the tn. 

"I do not knm' personally ''hat happened after that. 1 got to 
r<mdcring and called ley Edrnunson and askod him '\'!hat tho 80t_ up 'l"as. 

- 575 -



4) 
~; 

~: JOH:, L. u: IS, ET 1.1. 

1lIT E WIE T ITH 

f!!!!!' 
He told ne that there ~-as going to be a ceeting of the l.ocal 
at the Elks I s club the next sunday. I had heard that 
the committee had gone and tried to find ll:l.shoff, end could 
not find him, and had gOlle to B:\Y Jl)jmunson, ~unson 

V-ns supposd to ho.vc: told them that '!"hilt they ought to do r.as to go to a 
neutral hall: and have a have a meeting and decide TThat ",e ought to do. 

'-ent to that l'Iccting. --.reportod for the cO!llllittee. 
,-ho lives on College S~ed that night. There 'Wall 

SOl1~ other !:lcatinc; ~ft,"r the cooting I had beon at, and the 
J.,,,etine on this sunday, but 1 '!'as not thore, or did not knOl-- about it bClfore. 
That aftornoon :lthink ulnost cv3rzone -rho had b~\ID 'ortinE; at IIine J. T as 
there, except a'Jout t-ro dozen. Thera "ere none in the meeting hall v-ho had 
not lork.:xl 2t the uun~, nlthough thera Wer" t',:my st,,-nding around out side of 
th~ building. I "-as told that these roon on 'c:1e outside '-ere supposea to be 
Ul! ffiJn ,-ho 'eN there to 630 thAt the ?ll_ nen did not cane to caUSe ruv 
trouble. 

~on,: to Ednll1son. Edmunson, "1'5 6upposod to havd told thUll thct he ,-ould pro­
!:lise that the luno C.) ,"oUld opdn if it '-ont Ul! buc!C.use thllY had a contract 
~ ~th ~shoff 'Inch nlS such that ,-hen onc Co,,,.XU1Y~--rated tro minoa, that 
the union could force " divis~on of 1ator. Then said that he 
d~d not beheve thr. t th" J'll_ne ,-ould be reopened as a F!!. e nen seemed 
to feel that "'~, too, and the;,. voted. lhcre Tas only one man '''110 did not 
get up to vote to go to the IN',. They then ted officQI'S of tho local to 

and ask for a 

and said 
ahold of Edrnunson and have 

~
h= t -ll us "'hat the situ.::tJ.on Tas. uht I thought I could find him, 

I think s!iid could got Mold of him. Ten to -

@!Iv~n - nlnu I]S cr Zclnundson, Ednunson1s s'Jcr,tary, ~ 
and a couple: of oth r not knOl-- CL'lIlC ovor. ~ 

th<:n ma ? a speoch. !{~ did not say much except that he 'as r:lad to have 
th\Jt:l ':Jack in the U!!, Rnd thnt there "as no sense in fir,hting etc. He 
se.id that ho '-ould li 0 to have the connittoo that had been elected go over 
end s-.)c if th3Y couICr"iiot meet '-ith Elshoff right then. Ednunaon then aSkod 
tho con to come up and slgn up .ith the m; so that ~tlcn he "'ent to 
llaho!f he could shol h~1!l thH he had a najor.Lty, and could demand a divieion 
of the .ork and open !.!ine : .. The 11m then' ent up front and siencd up. J.ll 
but about throe of us sign.::d up rir,ht then. I bag an to "onder, and thought 
that things Teere a little too T'el1 planed, and so I just rent a10ng'ith 
the COI¥li ttllO ,..han it '-an t ove r to &luunson' s office "i th him. 
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Re: JOHU L. LEY IS, ET At. 

'II-hen Ye got to Ednunson's office, Edrnunsan picked 
up the telephone, and cii11ed Elshoff. Tihen tile other 
party ans.ered, Ednunson told him to say that it '\'las 
Edrnunson calling, and that ~lshoff 'l"ould come to the 

'phone. I' ondered flien rlV it 'cas that ~r.runson could get ahold of Klshof! 
so easil;r, '-hen the comr_1ittee had not been able to reach him-:--

":-hen JUshoff Got there, !!):lnunson told hiJ:J that the Den had asked 
for a U!.! charter, and that he ras denand~:)r, that he open up !.line A. FalcetU 
sale that the;r had not been planninG on opening up Uine A, but ,"ere planning 
on putting in a • skip' and run the coal out of mine A throu:;h ilille B, but 
that if they could ehOl": that there 'Cas a uajority in the mlion they .... ould 
cDc_sider openin~ :line A. Elshofi' md not say nuch of anything except that 
it , as sun~, and tha t he md not "ant to si:-;n any co;]tract on Sunday, and 
he \Canted to talk to his attorney. Elsho:"f "cld us to meetiat his office 
on 6th street in Springfield, but that no contract ~ould be s~gned until 
after midnight. I did not go to the meeting. 

"Aftf'r the mine reopcn8d, around the office 
day. It looked to De as If he , the hiring, although I 

had a fnend of rrine rho Tas look~ng for a job, and so I 
a.nd told hin about thi s friend of mine. This 

in _ and I did not kn",-- his address. 
DC 0 tell hin 'h~ his address, cnd I did. day 

ca"le to me and told ne that he had sent a t and 
my nane, tellin( hin thot he had a job 
ri"ht atay. I think _. as also 
_~:)t several o~nds hired 

"k. couple of ,-eeks later, after the nine reopened, I '-as put on nights 
'.orking on the track. I had been pretty i.llsistcnt about maintaining the rights 
Ve had had ,..~th lVan, and l'alcettl dld not hke it verJ rell, so they l:ept 
f.le on nl[:hts. Thus i do not knOl- Much of ,-hat happened out there after that. 

"On the da;r of the lfLm election for Hine B in February 1941, I 
met 7clcett:l at the post offlce. I '-as attendinc a i'rogressive Convention 
that da: r and ',as not,. orkine. He told nc that he ,"anted it decided, and no 
r.l:)re trouble '"ith tho unl.Ons. I told ilm that he T'anted the llJr to V-in, and 
h~ said thnt it did not Llalw any di:"ference to h~r.!. 

lsi 
lsi 

l~;:;cnt F .B. I." 
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kE : JOHN L. LWiIS, ET At 

ber 18, 1943. 

interviewEd 
his life. 
impress ior .• 
WOre necessary. 

The foiiowin& ~cond~ 
~Agents __ e.nd_ 
........ at SprinGfield, Illinois, on Septem-

Sprincfield, Illinois, Agents 
cd he never has been arrested in 

rather intolligent and ronde a good 
ronke a good witnoss if his t~stimony 

Agents obt .. incd from him the fo,-lowin(; sibIled statement: 

I WD.S born 
chanGed to 
any differenco 

Sopt. 

give th,] t'ollowing infor=tion to .­
KIlcrwn to me to bo Spec. Agents of the F. B. 

to 

rest to go to P. M. A., I didn't make 
to me which union I boloIl£cd to they bath treated me alike. 

"In 194:, when E1shoff took ovor Mino 'J..' I hce.rd of it throubh 
talkinG vith athOl' mon "nd elso tru the papors. 'flo hoerd that the men who 
hc.d boon thoro woro to bet thoir job back, I d1dn't think when I first heard 
of this that thcrQ ·.vould be <my trouble at all. frOID 1932 to 1941 I never 
h::.d r.ny complr.int with tho locul, I Vl"S satisfioc. the wo.y thines wore baing. 
After Elshoff bou,;ht the mino nobody ever CO!ltcctca me c.s to I!IY opinion on 
thing" or as to joining over to u. u. W. Thoro \Yt.s somo t{\lk t het Elshoff 
would shut down one of those mine but it WI'.s snid thnt the mon from tho mine 
thr.t W'lS shut down would be ontitlod to work in the ono left open, this 
vms just tc,lk. I nover hoard thnt Elshoff would open lIine A only on tho 
condition thnt the men went ov~r to U. M. W. Thoso rumors I heard didn't 
~e :l &ro~t donI of difference to mo, I just fi~rod I'd go along with the 
rest of tho boys nl thoubh som'o of tho boys didn't. 

"I boli.ovo I nttondoc (). lllOcting nt Rodmnns H:lll, I don't reoa.u. 
ettoncinE c.ny in"olvinC t;,is quostion nt p. M. A. "-nd I didn't go to the 
ono ::.t the Elks Club. I don't roc:l.ll hew I WilE told to come to this meet-
in;; or whc.t the purp0sc of it W:lS. There \'TUS quito e I 
the U. 1!. 11. at the full in tho U. l!. 'fl. Bldg~ I in 
chr.rgo of this, thore w::.s II fow mon who hold beck but 
over some nevor did siGn over. I siGned 
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RE: JDrN L. LEnIS, ET 1.L 

-., ~ i..,;. ..... 

cr,llcd you n slo.cker nnd ovorythin;; elso it 
you didn't. 

nlJ'tor U. M. W. bocn.mc tho union at lUno 'A'. 
thin;;5 rOl.,,,incd nbout tho 5'..r.O for mo. They nov, he.vo 2 men on tho job I did. 

nI he.vc rC[ld this 2 pno;o stc.tomcnt nnd it is £.11 true o.nd correct. 

I CIr. siGni~ it cf r:.y own freo ;li11. 

nSig:lCd: 

tlt7itnos fOS: 

/s/ 

/s/ ~ 
st. Pc.ul. U1=, 

"SprinGfield, Ill. 
S. pt. 18, 1943." 
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Re: JOlfl L. LE.w'IS, ET AL. 

a 
~eld, 

and.-....... He was entirely cooperative and 
seemed ~irly we acqua~nted with the happenir.gs at ~ne A during the 
pertinent Deriod. _impressed ~gents as being an honest 
:>r,d reliable person~ed that he had no criminal record whatever. 
"'"t is felt that _ would make a fairly good witness if his 
testimony is nee~nished the following signed statement. 

~ 
Sept. 16, 1943 -

ve the :~"noWing information to 
Spec~al ~gents of the F.B.I. who 
me as such. No threats or pro­

mises have been made me to get me to give this infornation. 

"I have ' ''ine 
.~I was born 
in _"nd got my citizen_papers • 

"I{hen the hlre 'A' union went over to the Progressives, 
I ~anted to go over_ I have always ~en for the Progressives. 

"Iihen Elshoff took over 1.:ine " I heard about it through talk. 
-iie felt bad_at that time a.nd thought we would ~ve t.o go back to U .. L: .. W!O 
else it Vlould be just like ~ne 'B'. ;;e were always satisfied With 
P.k.A • while it there r.ere a f~v troublemakers Who were 

one of these~hen Elshoff took over 
t around to miners houses and told them 

they better .li.'i. or the mire would stay closed. I 
heard that Elshoff might close Mine 'A' and operate it through 
iUr,e 'a'. 

"I also heard tr~t unless the men ~ent oyer to U~M.W. ~~ne A 
would be closed. 

"I attended th~ meeting at the Elks Club. I heard of the 
meetings at r.M.A. Hall but didn't go.z.. I also heard of some trouble 
at one of these meetings. I also attended a meeting at Redman's 
Hall, I heard about this through the other miners. I don't know 
who spoke :it liedrrans Hall but .J. do knmv I heard there if we didn't 
go over to U.A:.~;. the mine would stay closed. 
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Re: JOlt< L. u;wrs, ET AL. 

"I went to the Elks Club meeting I dont remember 
I knew about it but .l wer,t -I dont-know wno was 

in charge. As I remember we jUst went to this 
meetir,g to go back to U.!.:.·". I think we voted to go back to U.lI.W. at 
one of the other meetings~ I believe the one at Redmans. 

"Edmundson talked at the 1lks meeting telling us he was glad 
we were back in U.ll.'). and that we were going to be treated well. L signed 
up for U.i.:.'/. that afternoon at the Elks~!,e were all Signing up together. 

"I voted to go over to U.IJ.W. because I needed nry job and 
there was no other way at the time. Jobs were hard to get in those days 
ar.d we knew that if we wanted our jobs we had to go back to U.M.W. I 
did not go to tlshoffs or idmundsons office or to the Leland Hotel after 
the ~lks Club meeting. 

"!>ow under the U.M.'·'. the conditions in the mine are just the 
same as they were under the P.M.~. but in the local it is different. 
They pay no attention to just a di::gcr, just a few rtl'! the whole thing.L 
this is different from P.ll.A. 

ttl have had Agent _read this statement written on this 
ar.d t,,·o other pages to me. It is all true to the best of nry knowledge 
and belief. I am signir", this of my own free will as it is true. 

Signed 
" .. i tne 
/S/ 

(Milw. ) 

Sept. 16, 

- SBl -

! 
I 

I 



,~. , 

(
'» . 

• > • 

. .' " 

~;~:: 

'-'-- _." -. 

c 
Re: JOHN L. IE"IS, ETi.L. 

dence of 
difficul 

~
h(; followin invcs 

and 
onep mer 15, 1943. 

corlducte,d by Special Agents 
at Springfield, Illinois 

Springfield, Illinois, the resi­
and it lias noted that he had 

should be noted th?t he is 
rested in his life. It is 
testimo~ is necessary, as 

some of the questions and in an5l1ering them. It 
an alien too, and he advised he never has been ar­
felt he would m~ke a poor witness unless his 
he is not very intelligent. 

He W3S unable to write his nome so marked "X" on the statement which 
he gave ;.gents and that statement is as f :>llovls : 

~ 
Sept. 15, 1943 

give the following information to"-" 
lQ("nlCl ied th~mselves as being Special~ 

have been made me to give this information. I 
& I cam", to U.S. when~as 

. I h2ve been at 1.:ine~years 
• am still there as a digger. In 1932 I wanted to join P.M.A. as it was the 
best loc31 and all others went over too. I would rather be with P.M.A. now 
than under U.IO:.;. I read in papers thpt ELSHOFF bot Aline ,\ &: that RYAN 
quit. About a week lat~r I first heard from others-that we would have to join 
U.M.". but et first I didn't p:1y any attention when ELSHOFF bot )[ine A. 
P.M.A. h3.d no trouble at all with RLN in old days. After ELSHOFF bot Aline A 
no one asked me to join up to U.M:,;. I also heard that ELSHOFF saidhe would 
take coal out of Ilin" A thru Mine B unless the men joined U.M:'" I never 
heard a thing about ~ine A to be opened separately if it went U.M.W. I joined 
U.M.j •• as Whole local did. I only went to meeting on Sunday at Elks Club and 
we vot8d and I did too altho I didn't want to go over to U.M.'i. as I was 
pleased with P.U.:.. No one told us anything at the meeting except that they 
wanted to go back to work. I don't think that all wanted to join up to U.M.ii. 
I didn't W3.nt to fight "nyonc 50 I joined up as we didn't want the same thing 
to h~ppen at Mine ;, like it did 3t Uine B when men got beat up. I signed up 
a meeting to hccome U.lC.\;. R1Y EDLtUNISON talked to us about being glad to 
have Ill5 back. Since U.M.li. has been ~t Mine f.. thiMare same now as under 
P.U.A. as far as I am concerned. I h~ve had .\gent read this t-o (2) 
page statement to me and it is true and correct to e st of my knowledge. 

"X" 
~bove is X which Was made 

• St.Paul,Minn • 
• Agt.r.B.!. (Milw)" 

- 582 -



I 
, 

·r ;': 
. 

, -, 
I --

I 

t 
.'~ .,.- ~.'.' ,'" .- ", 

( 

Re I Jom L. LEnIS. ET AL. 

SD<eCl.al. Agents 
___ At the time of interview 
~stand the questions that were '''''Lng by Agents. 

rte also a,,-vif'ed that he had never become a cit~-zen of the United States. 
As much ir:iornutionascould be procured from was taken down in 
statement forn, but he was not asked to sign it as he a vised that he could 
.. ot underst:md the same. foe tried to be cooperative, but could not be 
of much assistance due to his lack of understanding. It is not belieVed 
he Ylo'.lld make a good witness in any event, as he did not attend many meet­
ings as he could pot understand What was goir,g On and would not be compe­
tent to testify as to what went on, even at those meetings he did attend. 
ne ac~~sed tb~t he p~d never bee~ in any +rouble ~th thE police~ 

l'he fol10"ing itformation was procured from 

formation. 
at t.::i.ne " for 
yrs. ago _ I have 

~ 
Sept. 16, 1943 -

give.t~=.f01:0w:~g~~n~~r~::~~,t~a~~o 
arc: KnOWn \..0 :n:tt: \..0 U~ O:>Pt:'(.;.t.d..L ... ~t::'J..l \I VoL '"'14 .... 

been nade me to get me to give this in­
I had up until 
I "as born 

U. S. about 

"I do not understand the queshor,s asked by you Agents. I never 
attended many union meetings as I did not understand },hat was done and 
r.as ill. I am willing to talk -,Ii th you but do not lIDderstand. For the 
past several years my legs have been bothering me and I don't get 
around. This ,;as why I quite at !iiine 'A r. 

ivi tnesses : 

;sl 
"-gent, 

~+. Paul Minn. 

~ 
Sprir.gfie1d, IlL 
Sept. 16, 1943" 

(ll1w. ) 
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HE 1 JOHN 1. T£""15, !IT !.:L 

The f_on was conducted by Special_, __ 
.!.eunt and ~ at ~prinGflel1, 
Illinoi8 on ep rn r 8, 19 • 

It 
En61ish 1a.nl'Uage and he had to 
make a very poor witness 

j, :ents obtuined the followin:; statement which he siGlled With an "I": 

nation. I was b~ 
canc here nbout. 
as a di', '.er & h2.v<.) j"cars 

~ 
Sept. 18, 1943. 

inforoation to __ 
to me as beinG ~s 

infor-

It nuS ProJDssive. ~;lt a letter .):1 Ryan tcllin..,: ce he sold Mine .It. 

& I felt bnd I th:Jt thoro would boo truubl·] like at !.!ine B. I was satis­
fied & liked P.M.i.. when the:- were at Mine.... I head, from the miners that 
Elsh()ff ... ould take coal frOLl P.inG " thru !.!ine B. La tur on I ~ot SODe 

letter to CO back. I also heard that Elah::>ff r.U::ht k"ep Yine A closod 
unless it wag U.Y.'J. I >lent tJ meetin,;s at P .n.; •. but did not- :~o to 
Re-1Jlan's Hall or at Elks Club. This letter I Got said I woul<i hay _ to join 
over to U.~,::.i. if I Y,antec! to cone back. I siJlec! up a<:. the Elks Club &. 
JUSL si ned a slip but did n·t sta:r for ",eetin. I alse I~ot SVlorn in later 
at V.H •.•• BldG. I !lever was in offic" of Elshuff or Ednundson then &. was 
not :)1'. e.ny COI:l!'".D.ttoes. Thin_:s are just the saLle as under P.M.i •• since it 
cfune:l over to U.~I:C!. In old da~'s Pit CJnu:lttc pf P.Y.f". did sooethinc 
but nJO' Pit Committee d09Rn't do I like the Pro,-ressives better 
tho than the U.M.~i. I ~1Uve rJ8.d 
st"te:C,E)nt «< it is true & correct 
this of my own free 1Iill." 

I. 
ST. Paul, Kinn." 

lsi "xn 
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RE: JOHN L. IE.IIS, ET hI. 

i'';8nts and ...--rat 
The fO~lOWin' investi .ilti,m was ccmiuctcct by Special. 

Sprin - J.cl I .J... l.nOl.S ~)n Sopt~. 

__ resided Sprin:.(field, \ 
Illin)~n~ up)n residence he was ! 
~ut in th~ burn. His wife was sittin; Jut in the back yard With a n~i,~b"r 
wxcr, o:rd sh~ alviscJ ·that her husb"ml co.,ld not underst:..nd ]:;nrlish am Tlas 
n t in ilny trouble. The wif8 t()~k a ver' hostil attitude an:! at first would 
net tell where :.E:r husbocnd was. Upon n·)ticin,; thD husbun~ by tho barn the 
wife. hurriel dcmn trl :Ur.) ilD! t lkcd to hin in u [')reign liln.;1lll_·c nndRlrt ·;f 
t~,8 c )nVErsati .:) t,. hi.,., ViilS th2t he s)"uld n:>t si",'Il anytllin:.:. B)th 
iln1. __ wero ilske] by h"cnts w),,,tl)EOr t'ley "er:; tc;l·l by tha n 
in t~Jne 0150 not t,) t2.lk tJ _~.;ont5 anO: she called ",Gnts . 
a linr am: was insisLnt that her ;msbiln", c",ulJ n'.,t undersU:.nu En.;lisl1. 
H .wevcr, ",ents c;nv"rsec; wit·, hirJ after 1:3 t,)ld hi.s wife t~ shut up and 
he c ·ul-1. llIY":er5tc,n,i En lish but n:t ns bacl as his Wife clnincd an':: he 
furnished thc, f,llJVlin" inf )rrJ£_ti~n t~ Ajmts which was takt:n chwn by "dent 

-._nl !"lis stcn,.r . .ph!.c n'Jtcs "re blOin., rctilined in instant file. 

H~ ".Ivised he wac b·,rn ae:) an::! that he works 
0: t Hin~ A &.n' has been t.'1ere H~ sai.: ho has boon a citizen 

_ :.-e::r s .or 5 "nc tho. t h~ wJrked as P:!;. ",nel IJ'.:." He snid it d,m 't 
'.>:lKC 2-ny diff,;rcrocc tJ u,; t<hnt uni ,n he beLm ~s to just 5" that h(; WJTks. 
He nls) sc:L that l:in~ .. shut uorm evc:ry ye:::.r f Jr § D.)nths and that it wn5 
in the paper that R;:'an SJ1': l1in\.. h. H~ ,,15.) 5;::1<' he hearel tho ne'l .:<Wn.::r w)uld 
net "pen up unless it "<:5 un :er lJ1_Li. He alsD s",i'l that t.'1o nine was shut 
('.:Y,'In and. he n..:edeci £1 j b "n": thilt evoryb.xiy joined up Tlith m: I an'.! thnt it 
:li d n.~ ::"ke MY C:iffercncc t .. hiD [.nl th"t he ,lid what tho rest dUo He 
nls) 5 :.: hEO \lJUld n ,t Sil" anyt\in - n. '.inst PM/, or mr.i just so he w:)rks and 
0.11 l1c·,c.nte-j W"S 0. j ,b nn', that h~ Vlclnt "var t) mr.: wit:"thors as the wh,le 
l)c2.l went ,'vur to tn'.. He nls, so:i': th;::t sJDebJu.f 52.i1 cV8ryb ,dy haJ to 
si_u wcr nni h~ ac: ·iSE.d thin,:-s are the 5eJ,',~ n·)w as bef )rc anQ that there was 
n) ch2n.c for hiL "t all. HL alsJ ad.Vise:i he :ii \ n ,t g') to any ncetin.;s 
at Rc:' ",n' 5 or :t;lks Club. H 3 als') ,,(!visec! he never has been in any tr JUble 
an: trwt he di(~ n·.)t UJlc:crstanj t'lhat l'l.mt ,;n at re;..-tini.s when he "Went anr.. he 
!:;enti >Ded he ha". s )DC difficult, in understandinc 5 Jr~e qucsti ms. Ho als:) 
aJvise-: he l1luLi n0t si"n anythin,,;. 
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Re: Jam L. !DIIS, ET AL. 

TIITERVnX HITH 

Special Agents 
lIIIIIIIon September 16, 1943. with the 
~ulty in Imderstanding questions and elf very 
well, and it is felt he would make a v~s. He advised he 
has never been arrested in his life. IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIfurnished the fol­
lowing signed statement. 

"1152 Sangamon Ave 
Springfield, III -
Sept. 16, 1943 -

"I give the folloWirog information to 
& are known '[,~ me to 

of the F.B.I. the help of 
_'is I do not Imderstar.d English well. or 

, 'A' a digger & have been there about ars. I was born 
~n made me to get me to give this .!?fornal:0n. I am working 

I have been in the V. S. since I became a citizen 
Ill. I was a progressive when ~ went to l~ne tA'. 

they have in a mine.:. the Imion never helps me. 

"I read in the paper that Elshoff was going to take over 
.i.ti.ne 'A'. It didn't !fake any difference to me. '.hen P.M.A. 'TaS there 
from the -time I went to work- until 1941 things were just the same as 
far as I was concerr:ed. 

"No one came to try and get me to join the V.M.W. I heard 
Some talk about Elshoff closiLg Uine 'A' and tak~!g the coal through 
~.:ine 'B' but I didn't pay any attention to it. I hear talk but it 
dcesn't make much impression as I cant understand much English. I 
didn't hear about or' attend any meetings when they decided to return 
to V.ll.". or discussed returning to V.K.i;-. I dont know if I ever sifmed 
for U. t:.,;. or not but one day s;me feilo.: at the -blacksmi th shop toid 
me I had to Sign up and I couldn't sign or read it as I didn't have my 
glasses. I had sarrle other fello,. Sign for me. 

"I don 't care what union I belong to as long as I have a job. 

"I have had_rea.d 
my understar,ding that it~ and 
the A~ents= I am ther~fQre signi~g this 

It ....... ,.). 
/5/ 

Signed 
Agent, 

this two page statement and 
correct and as I have given 
of my own free will. 
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Re: JOHN 1. u::;rs, ETt,L. 

J.J..l.:Ul01lS; at 
UY JCO,,'" that he did not 

~
ndersta,nd ,n l'sh through_ 

advised that he had no crimin~e 
was en :ere J' coop€) v~ittle of what went on during the 
pertinent period. It is felt that is an honest and reliable 
person but that he could 'be used as a w~ ness on y if he had an interpreter. 
Agents obtained from him the following signed statement: 

~ 
~"vt. 15, 1943. 

give the following information 
ied themselves as be ial ...... 'em.s 

nn<jey'stand English very well so 
as interpret"r this infomation 

knowledge. I was born in &< I came to the 
U.S. in _ & became a c in 193:2 as I 
felt it ~"st union. I arB & quit around~ 
1943 and am now <'It Panther Creek #5 as P.M.,.. & I like them. I~ 
in paper that ELSHOFF bot J.!in~ I, &< I also ge t a letter later from l!r. I«AN 
about 2 years ago. I thot that WQ would not be eble to go to work there as the 
men talked t' is w~y and they also talked that it would close unless it went 
over to u.r. I believed that & then we had not worked for some time. Vie 
also knew Mine B trouble & didn't want that to happen to Mine A so local 
joined over to U.I,:.',.. Jobs were scarce then too. "hen I«J.N was there P.M.A. 
got along fine with him &< I was satisfied as I liked P.~.A. better. I also read 
in the papers that Uine B would take coal out from Mine A unless it went over 
to U.1:.\:. I also heRrd it fron: other miners & we were told it too at a meeting 
but I don't recall which one it was. I felt like the others did and we all 
needed a job and we signed over 50 we could go to work. I went to a meeting 
on a Sunday at Elks Club when we 5igned up &< also went to another one but I 
can't recall where it was held at. ~t the first meeting I went to there was 
no fights or trouble &: we all wanted a job then &. didn't want any trouble:-
I heard of tho meetings from others. They passed the hat too to pay for the 
halls. I.t meeting on Sunday we voted also spoke 
to us after the officers were elected. new 
local. ~ad ch~rge of meeting. away to 
U.I.:.W. a~ing. There was nothing else we could do as I had to go to 
work &. didn't want the same trouble at t:ine I, like they had at lIine B. lie had 
no choice - we had to join or quit our jobs then as jobs were scarce then. I 
was not on any'committee & I never went to office of ELSHOFF or EDMUNDSON. 
Since 1941 under U.M.W. at Uine A th~der P.Il.A. before. I 
haVe had .\gent_read to me and _____ this three (3) page 
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Re: JOHN L. LE.;rs, ET:J.. 

~ Special !,gent, F .B. I. 

~ ~.B.I. 
Springfield, Ill. 
Sept. 15, 1943." 

statement 2nd it is true &< correct as I have given it 

to the Agents. 

"I run signing this of II1.Y awn free 'II'ill. 

(signed) 

(Milw) 
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Re : JOIN L. LLJi1S, ET AL. 

~nd ___ on 
never been ~as is rather an intelligent 
person and he seemed to have a good what went on in ·mine 
uatters, so would be a very good witness if his testi=y were necessary. 
He appeared to be cooperative, and furnished the following Signed statement. 

~ 
Sept. 16, 1943 -

"I give the following information to 
& known to me to be Special Agents 

o or promises have been made me to get this 
inforuation and I give it voluntarily of my own free will. 

"I am now employed 
of 1942 as a 

came to the U. S. that same year 
my father! naturalization. 

worked at ~e A 
in_ 
and~ 

"At the time of the sm tch to P ./l.A. I was in favor over 
20ing to :.M.A. I was always satisfied ~th the P.M.A. union~ while it 
",as thene. 

"I first heard that Elshoff had taken over mi.r.e 'A' by reading 
of it in the 'Register'. I thought when I read this that I would have to 
go find another job. This was because I knew of the trouble they had had 
at icir:e 'B'. I was well satisfied with P.K.A. after it came in and up 
until this time. Some of the boys from 1ti.ne 'A' came to see me about 
cOr'ing to a meeting to be held at the Elks.1. I couldn't go at the time as 

~working at Sta who came to see me was _ 
_ the other WaS •• e had no discussion_ .!-,hey 

Just asked me to corne 

"I heard r~rs that Elshoff would take the coal out through 
1!ine 'B'.L:!e thought if this happened about half the company men at 
least would be out of luck. I also heard that Elshoff would only open 
the mine uncer a U.M.·," contract this was brought up at a regular P.M.i. 
meeting. If I remember right the majority of the men at this meeting 
voted to stay P.lI.A. whether he opened the mine or not.L I think this was 
a regular Pw> meeting. I think at this meetir.g the local selected a 
cOllll"..ittee to see iT. Llshoff. l'hese man were to talk to ElsOOff and we were 
to come back at a special meeting to get their report. The regular PlJA 
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Re: JOltl L. LEWIS, ET AL. 

, . 
.... ~ .... k .• ,..~",. _., 

officers were presiding at this meeting_ 
Just a short time la.ter the specia.l meeting 
was held at the P.M.A. Hall At this 
meeting the committee reported that if the 

mine was to open it would have to be under U.M.',.. at this meeting also 
another cO~1jittee was appointed to see Elshoff as-the first committee 
had been unable to get in touch with Elshoff hl.nl5elf. At this meeting 
any of the men could get up and have his say. There were Bome there who 
favored goir,g over to V.M.Ti • .:. the nnin thing with all of them was I 
think to keep their jobs.:. !hey were afraid if they hung back the mine 
would be opened and new men put in their places. There was some co=tion 
at one of these meetings but .l did !lot see any of it. I think at the 
second meeting it was stated the mine was to open up under U.M •••• and 
Mr. Thrush, a dist. P.M.A. offic~al told uc to go to work and hold our 
jobs. I did not atter.d any meeting at ei tl~e":,, F.ed'n9.n 's ~.all Qr the Elks 
Club. I never voted to switch over to U.1:.'i. I signed up nth U.I.!.'iI. 
the first mornig I "ent ta '"ark. I had to sign up before I could eo to work_ 
this was told me by _and I ngned wi th him. He told me that for 
the first 3 days it ~nothing to re-join U.M.';;. but after that 
regular fees would be asked. 

"I signed up With D.E.d. in order to keep my job I had the 
choice of either doing this or going back home. It is my personal 
opinion that eOl1ditioLS at the mine were r:.:ch better under the P.U.A.. 
than under U. Li.,". 

"I have read this 3 page handwritten statement and it is all 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge and it is as I have given it 
to the agent. I am therefore Signing it of my own free will. 

/S/'-'-
Signed: 

Special Agent, F.B.I., 

~ 
~;'iilw.)11 
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RE: JOHN L. LE ;15, ET J.L 

The f U.l.II2~!.! 
J. •. ;ents 
field, ~

. te1. by Special 
an at Sprill6--

pt:e:Jb€,r, • 

be r:::.ther i: __ ...... ter.::lw and it 
testin~n;,. were necessary. 

Sprin::;fielr', illinois, n:;cnts interviewed 
e, and he a~vised he never h~s been arrested 
he was ver~'cJoper&tiv€ but he appears to 

is felt he would ~e a P-')0f' witness unless his 

'., cnts "bt.J.ined fro;:; bin the follClllin.; sit;Ile1. statonentl 

the following information to ........ 
& themselves to me as Special~ 

:'s or pro!l'ises have bei::1 made me to give this information, 

te!n~r!;:~;o~~ , ~a~;~ f~c:a=i~~;n in still at .. as a & I 

ago & I became a m.izen at Springfield 
P.il.A. but I don't relll8l1b"r why or how I heard that "'lshoff 
bot l.!inc A in 1941 at a P.!!.!... me;;ting ar.~ nobody liked it as we all thot 
thQr~ would be some trouble. I also h8ard that if the men signed over to 
U.!.: .... l.!ine h would be re-opened & otherwise it would close & I also heurd that 
Edmundson said th<: t ]line 1> would t&ke coal out from I(ine A thru Jline B. I was 
satisfied With P.~.A. at l.!ino A &.it was a prctt~ good local, & I didn't want 
to change back. When I heard of above I d~d not feel so good as I was over 
60 & jobs were hard to get. I also heard if ~IO signed up we ... ould not have 
to pay $10.00 then. I joined the U.M.W. as I n~eded a job & I felt if I 
wasn't wi th U.AI.U. I lIould not get a job as I am too old. I don't know if 
I llent to any meetin,; at Redman's Hall or at Elks Club but I do recall of 
going to a meeting of the U.Ma. local on the 7th fioor of the U.M.VI. 
Bldg. I heard it said in paper if ~0 wantvd to go back to work ... e would have 
to go to this ID£etin<,;. At this U.M.:/. me"t1ng Edmundson said if we joined up 
14im; A lIould reopen & in a few days it did r00pcn & he said something about 
takin.: coal out thru lIin8 B. I signed up ... ith U.Y.-of. as if I did not I could 
not g~ to ... ark. I never 'Was at Edinundsons or Elshoff's office & I needed a 
job. Since U.lt.ii. has been at Mine'" things are same as they were under 
P.Y.~. 8< there is no trouble. I like P.Il.i •• best as there is too much hum­
bu.; in U.ll.". I haVQ had Agen~read this (2) two page statement to me 
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( -
RE: .JCIiN L. LEWIS, ET JJ., 

.1 .. 
\ ... 

& it is true & correct to the best of my recollection • 
TI have signed it of my own free will." 

/s/ 
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RE: JaiN L. WITS, ET A.L 

1943 • 

.i~t tis 
interviewed 
He appeared 
wi tness. 

The f011~wing i~esti ation was COnd~d 
AGents & 
t Spring ie1, 1inoi3 on eptem r 8, 

Springfield, illinoi.s, Agents 
he has no criminal record. 

and it is felt he would make a good 

j'cants obtained frow him the fo11ovlin5 signed statement: 

~ 
Sept. 18, 1943 

give the following information to __ 
arc kn~n to me to be SpeCial ~gcn~ 

promises have been made me. 

about I YJar3. I 
and c e to U.S. in 
local went to 

"In 1941 when Elshoff bouGht Mine ~ I heard this through the other 
miners I felt bad, I felt I 'l7ouldn't have any job at all. From 1932 to 1941 
I was always satisfied with the P.ll.;". and conditions w~re rne at the mine. 
~hoff bought mine'" _ and I believe 
~ came to me and tol~ould have to sign up Wl. • 'C" or 

~~t el~h~~~'W~~:sAa!:~ ~~ ~~~~ ~~tt~.r;;~·Ui~e~ {~l~em~dn,t 
join with U.ll.'I. I heard through talk around that i!:lshoff would only open 
mine A if we all Signed up with U.IJ.W. 

"1 did not attend any meetings at either P.M.;"., Redman's or Elks Club 
I was sick at this time and couldn't get to those meetings. They brought trui 
papers to my hOlle for me to sign over to U.l.!.W. When I went back the 
Superintendent thought that I was stayinG home because of the C''''''!$'' and I 

before I "ent back tJ work.z. and 
brouGht the papars for me to si 

no job. Since 1941 when U.ll .... cnme back things 
have not been as bood as they were under the P. M.J.. for the miners. They 
dock you nO\\' and don't ev(;n shOV/ you why. "hen you made a complaint t.o P.!'!./.. 
they did sooethint,; for you 00".9 it does you n0 good to complaL~. 

_ 69:5 -
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HE: JOHN L. IE·.IS, ET AL 

~r. 
St. Paul, lunn. 
SprinGficld, Ill. 
s"pt. 18, 1943" 

. I. 

_ ..• ' _~' ,. '.·,..-·Y_-----r' 
'". - -, 

"I hBve had AGcnt_read this 2 page sta\8JDe
nt 

to me and it is ~ and corroct & as I 
have told it to the Agents.L I am sigrU.Ilf, thil! of 
my own free will. 

"Sigr.oo: 
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c 
Re: JOIN L. LEWIS, ET AL. 

""r'v.l.,"""d by Special Agents 
September 17, 1943 

stated that he was 
getting older and did not pay much attention to union activities. He told 
his story in a clear and sincere manner and seems to be better than aver­
age in inte11igence. It is believed he would be a favorable witness, al­
though his ir.formation is limited. There is set forth below his signed 
statement. 

any statement. 

"I was born ir. 
at.- Is' 
was~ber of the 

"Springfield, Ill. 
Sept. 17, 1943 

r:ake the following volmtary statement 
cial Agents of the Federal Bureau of 

promises have been made to induce me to make 

~esently reside 
was~dand 

U.ll.;/. I now .... ork for the-.-

"I started working at Mir.e A in about _and quit there in 
~943. I joined the P)£ in 1932, but dl.~ have any active part 
~tart of it. All the men were a little put out at the UJ&i because 

',;e couldn't elect our own men and I ",ent ?_:~ng with the rest and joined 
?J.;;,. As far as 1'm concerned there isn 't IUllch difference between the 
two unions and I went which_ever way the lll3.jority went. 

"I recall that in the early fall I got a letter from Ryan saying 
he had sold ~ne h to Elshoff and when I heard that I was pretty sure 
that ~15hoff .... ould probably operate Mine A with United men. I felt that 
because of what happened at llir.e B, that Elshoff would favor U1.ri. There 
W:iS also a rumor that llshoff might haul coal out of Mine A through 
UlCe B. 

"I went to a meeting at p~ hall sometime around the first part 
0: Sept. and i think it was the second meeting they held. Most of the 
men seemed to think that the only way Elshoff would operate l.!ir.e A was 
to pull the coal through fine E. 50me of the men wanted to Join a'lited 
so they wouldn't lose their job The meeting was adjourned that night 
and nothir,g was accomplished. the were just arguing about 
what to do. I believe it was that had charge of 
this meeting. 

"The only other me,ting that I went to was at the Elks Club. At 
this meeting the men voted by standing vote to join united, I know tba~ 
ldmondson gave a talk, but I don't recall exactly whether he talked 
before or after we voted. I clon't think anyone vuted against join:!.ng 
u.14;n. I joined U"'\ that same day at the Elks. 
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Re: JOHN L. urNlS, ET AL. 

I!'TERVIE.7 wITH 

~ 
"It is my oplIll.On that I joined thited because 

I figured that was the only thing for me to do in 
order to hold my job. 1 was never beaten up or 
threatened in any way to join a union. 

"I have read this statement of :3 pages and wish to state it i.e 

true to the best of my memory. 

"Witnessed: 

/5/ 

• 

Agents, F.B.I., 
\). S. Dept. of Justice" 

/S/ 

• 
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( l 
HE: JOHN L. I.E'IoIS, ET AL. 

INTERVIErl 1fITH 

poor memory, 
He appeared to have no information of value 
.,', t.>." s,. !Ii ~ StatAwmt is as follow .. : 

a 

"Springfield, Illinois 
September 17, 1943. 

the following ~oluntary statement to 
both of whom I know to be Special 

No threat. 01" promisee ha~e 
I was born in_ 
I became a U.S~ 

am employed at Mine A. 
most all of my life. 

"I started workinG at Mine A about _ and in 1932 I joined Pro­
gressive. P.M.A. was all right, the same as~'" Any union is all right 
with me as long as I havo work. 

"I remember getting a letter from Ryan telling that he had Bold 
the mine, Mine A, to Elshoff. I heard that BIshoff might close the mine, 
or maybe open it for United Mine "orker.. I didn't pay much attention, I 
just wanted a job. 

UI went to a meeting, I am not sure where, but I remember nIl of 
the men stood up, and went U.M.h. ~ all signed up for United that day. 
Two or three fellows talked but I don't know who they were or what they 
said. I have never been bunten or threatened to make me join any union. 
I joined U.ll.~. so I could keep my job, the rest of the fellows had joined 
U.W..7;. 

/s/ 
.. itnessas: 

Special Agents, FBI, U.S. Dept. of Justioe. • 
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RE: JOHN L. LEl"iIS, ET AL. 

value to instant case. It 
There is set 

"Sept. 17, 1943 
Springfield, I~l. 

. ) 
r..,.-.. 

in'ter-vi,ew.;.d by Special Agents 
ap·pellred to be an 

no information of 
he would make a. poor wi tness for 
the signed sta.tement executed by 

WI, 
statement to 
Bureau of Investigation. 
me to make any statement. 

the following voluntary 
Agents of the Federal 
have been made to induce 

of 

and am presently emploJed 
started mining in about 

mine worked at and I worked 
part of the fall of 1941. I had been thinking 

mining for about B years before I finally quit. 

"I was a member of U.1:.». until about 1932 when I joined P.lI.A. 
I never paid any attention to the unions and only joined because it was 
necessary to belong in order to work. 

"I re~mber getting a letter from Ryan saying he had sold Mine A 
to Elshoff. The fact that he sold the mine didn't l!lean a thing to me. I 
heard the PMA had same meetings after the sale of the mine but I didn't 
go to any of the meetings because it didn't mean anything to me and I 
wasn't interested. 

"I joined the UJ,!i'; at the mine when I started work in the fall & 
only worked for about a month. binee I wasn't interested, I didn't form 
any opinions as to why the men switched to UUW. 

"I have read over this 2 page statement and wish to state it is 
true to the best of my memory. 

lsi 
hitnessed: 

CP"~'.UL Agents, F.B.I., U.S. Dept. of Justice. 
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RE. JOHN L. LE'l\IS. ET AL. 

has a &rea 
understanding the English language. It is believed 

There is set forth below the signed statement 

·Springfield. Ill. 
Sept. 17,1943. 

make the following voluntary statement 
cial Agents of the Federal Bureau of 

have been made to indUce lIU! to make 
any 

WI Vias born 
in. I became a 
life and now work at ~l~e 

came to 

"I started working at "ine A in _ and had been a member of the 
UMT. for a long time. I joined alA in 193~t never took an active part 
in it. It doesn't make much difference to me what union I belong to, I 
just do what ever the rest do. 

"I remember that Kine A was sold to Elshoff by Ryan in the fall 
of 1941. I got a letter from Ryan saying he had sold the mine and I 
thought that maybe I would be out of a job. I thought that maybe Eishoff 
wouldn't open the mine up in the fall. Everybody said that maybe Elshoff 
would only hire tJI.Jl'; men if he opened the Mine A. 

"During the summer of 1941 I was working for ___ 
_ so I didn't have any time to go to any of the mee~ 
~.:ld ai'ter the sale of the mine. I went to a meeting at the Elb 

Club on a Sunday and I got at that meeting a little late. All of the PWA 
men had signed up with ~71 BO I signed up too so I wouldn't lose my job. 
The meeting was about OVAr when I got there. I don't remember what they 
talked about at the meeting. I was never beaten up or forced to join any 
union. 

• tate it 
"This statement has been read to me ~ a: I wi.h to 

is true to the best of my memory • 

/s/ 

81 A£ents, F.B.I •• U.S. Dept. of Justice. 
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RE: JOHN L. LEdIS, ET AL 

i fII;: nnn,..rnntlv n sincero -- --~~--- ~----., - -- -- -

~lue to instant c~so. 
C,"5C. His st~tolOOnt is 

InL'nt. 

an~ honest me.n, he stilted he hod no inforllllltion of 
He is not being recommendod ter n witness in this 
as follows. 

«Springfiold. Ill. 
Sopt. is. i945 

the followint; volunto.ry statement t~ 
l.gents of tho Fedor",l Bure~u ot InveBtiga­

hevo boon o"do to induco me to l!IIlko nny IIto.te-

prosontly live nt 
I hevo beon a minor 

" ci"l:.rtcr l!lCmbcr 
~t Mino /. for tho p,,-st • yc::.rs. 

I hcvo boon onployod 

"1 joined ?lU. in 1932, but I dic.n't hnvo anything to do with tho 
forninc 01- 'tnl.S union. I've fiovOr pu.id much o.ttontiun to tho unions and 
just did who.t the rest of thon di,~. Since 1'0 Gottinb older I do not poy 
much c.ttontion to union <.ffc.irs o.s long o.s I koep my job. As to.r as I'm con­
cornod, tho unions oro Illl the sano. 

nI rot\O~ber cottin£ 0. lett~r frun Ryan in the fall of 1941. nnd 
Ilt th~t time I felt th~t sinco E1shoff hed taken the mine over we would 
0.11 bo suro to work. I wo.sn't afr&id of nnw workinG Ilnd didn't think much 
of what union woul,: be o.t the mine. 

"I hoo.rd the. t the PUA hntl sooo meetincs at thoir hall flftor tho 
scle of tho mine, but the only lllOeting I went to WIle at the Elks Club. 
I cot to the Elks Club meetinG when it wile ~bout over nnd the ~n said 
they hnr e.ll jo1noc lJn-l, so I also signed up v.t that time ~ I just signed 
up because the rest did. I can't hold IlnythiDb ubainst either union, as 
far fl" I'm concerned they arc ull nlike. One union is ns goac'. us t ho 
ethor. I don't h~vc cny opinions ~e tc why the men ~itched over fram 
PAl'. to tJI •. H. I WIlS never buaton ur thr"fltenoc. 

"I have rond ~VQr this ~ pube stutoment and wish to stato it 1. 
true tc tho bost of my mEr.:lory. 

"',71tnossoB 

/s/ 
lsi 

lsi 

SpeCial i_gents, FBI 
U. S, Dept. of Justiceft 
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RE, JOHN L. IEVHS. ETl.L 

o one 
i, not folt thut he would ~ko ~ good witnoss. 
ste. tomvr.t which he refusod to sign I 

Spooi~l Agonts -­
is not p~tieu~ 
-tho &Wi toh to U .M.Vi. It 

Be furnished tho following 

" 

"1, 
voluntc.ry stc.tOlOOnt 
Fodor"l Buror.u of In-vo"ti 
induco mo to maka nny stc.tomont. 

Springfield. Ill. 
Sopt. 18, 1943 

mo.ke tho following 
.,P'OOl_" .. J..gonts of the 

promisos helvo boon mado to 

"I 1mS born on am still 
employod e.t 1'.ino A. I = on tho 1000.1 
nt Mino A. I hcJ.vo boon C\ minor nll rrv lifo and a mombor of tho ill"l up un­
til I joinod th" Pl.!I, !." 1932. I didn't havo nnything to do with tho stc.rt 
of progrossivo cnd [\" f"r e.s 1'0 concornod both of tho unions nro about tho 
aruno. I'vo boon.nt Mino A sinco ~bout 1IIIIJ 

"In tho 
sold Mino ~ to ELSHOFF. 
~d I would bo out of n 
tho mino tho Pl. .. o"llad 

fllll of 1941 I _;tJt n lottor fr on RYi.N snying ho h:ld 
I figured th&t tho mino probnbly would stay olosod 

job. i.s soon as (-ho man hOllrd nbout tho snlo of 
somo meatings. 

vront to 0. mouting at tho PM;. h:lll soon nftor this and 
chllrgo of this meoting. Thoro W!ls Il lot of ~gumonts 

IlS to who thor wo should nll jcin unitod. So~ enid Mino ~ 
wouldn't opon in tho fllil. othors sllid 00111 fram Mino A would bo hauled 
through luno B, and I undarstood ELSHOFF was supposod to hcJ.vo IIndo tho ro­
mark thct ho ~s oither going to opar~to with united or not ~t Illl. Not much 
hIlpponed nt this mooting oxoopt Il lot of tnlk. 

"Tho sooC'nd J:Jeoting I wont to was alsc in tho PMi. hnll 0. 

littlo whilo o.ftor tho first ana. Tho hnll WIlS ~loost fillod & overybody 
ngllin tnlkod o.bout whllt thoy th~u ht ELSHOFF WtlS goillg to do with Mino A. 
,man I loft tho building I saw ut in front of tho building 
nnd I notiood his shirt _s torn a 0 ~ hnd boon in 0. fight with 
BO= of tho progrossive offioinls. I think_wns aDO of ~ o=ittOG of 
four or fi va who hnd boon appointod by tho pro sl.dent to oall ELSHQFF on tho 
phono & find out whnt ho was going to do wi th !t1no A. I do not know who 
boo.~p. I got Ilvmy from tho mooting 0.8 I figurod thoro 'tfB.S going to 
bo~. 

- SOl -



,- . 
L 

-"' ... ~. 

r-::" r 

~
.'.' ..... . r . 

.. 

f.': t-··· 
I 

E 
~ .. 

.. " - . • ' ~~ _~"._":_~'",,~. __ :~ .. ,.~_._ · ___ ._ ... ··_- __ ._'--4· ,-- "~ .. 

( 

RE, JO!l.ll L. IRffIS. BTi.L 

didn't jc'_n U';.Ii1 

"I didn't bO to any other mootin;s of tho P~. booauso I 
didn't liko tho idoa of our own con fiGhting o.mongst 
thomselves ~d I fiGured if tho offioors would do thoso 
th1n!;6 I'd sto.y a: ... ny. I didn't go to tho Elks Club 05: 

until tho first mooting hold nt tho UMW building. 

"I haw rend ovai' this etntoT...vnt of throo pagos and wish to 
st:lto it is truo to tho bast of ~ monory. 

~"d..-utted tho truth at: tho o.bovo sto.tonont, but 
Bto.tod it WOB hi~ nover to 61;>:n o.nything • .- also ao.id this 
wns his O'Im policy' nnd toot ho OOd n~t b()~~1 o.d-rlscrn bY o.nyono not to sign. 

Wi tnossod 

Spacial AGonts, FBI 
t
'
, S. Dapt. of Justioo" 
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( o 
RE: JOml L. U;"IS. ET AL. 

__ w~d B,b)< 
~s__ atthlt 
place where he waS working. anti-

mr.; and advised that he quit lUne A beoauBe he r UIotii. 
he characterizes UM;. as being un-Amerioan. Be is favorable t~ the govern­
ment's Cr.se and could be used as a wi tneas. His statement is as follows: 

_Ill. 
~, 1943. 

"1.­
the following 
kg~nts of the Federal Bureau of levas 
have been =de to induce me to mnke a stat-cment. 

"I 

Spri'liiitiiilll. make 
and SpeCial 
threats or promises 

I was born on 
years and hnd 
P.J.;.J.. in about 

Was n m'.ne,,. 

the as far 

a time until I joined 
I dicn't have anything to do with the starting of 
as I'~ concerned the Ft~ was nlways a good union. 

"I started at Mill" ;. in about _ & worked thore until the 
spring of 1942. I was at Uine A when Ryan sold Mine A to Elshoff., I 
rcmemb"r that I got a lett or from Ryan ~"oout the sale and as soon as I 
n3ard that 1 felt that ~e A was sure to go United in view of the fact 
r feI;; Elshof'f' favored United. 

"I went to a few moetings at the PJ.iJ. Hall after the sale lflla 

announced, but did no go to the ~ meetings at the Elks and Redman l'uilla. 

11 it tho first PMA meeting was presided over by 
There was a lot of talk about au. being shut out at 

and most of' the men were opposed to joining the U.M.W. Ao did 
not want to join United and felt that Elshoff wanted to operate tbe mine 
only wi th United men. ;:.0 al'1 voted not to go to work at the mine under 
the U.1.!.~;. There Were nbout 125 men at this meeting. 

QThere wns another meeting at ~ about 4 or 5 dnys after this 
ct the ~ hall and at the.t meeting thore were 4 or 5 men appointed to a 
ccmnittec to go and see Elsheff 0.8 to what he was going to do. I hoard 
that these men later reported to our 100£1.1 that Elshoff had said that the 
mine Wus going to be opernted by United man. 

Ur remember that at this moeting some 
fi{;ht and that_bot bellten up at that time. 
the other m&etings. I did hear that our men had 
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RE: JDllN L. u;-.;rs. ET /.J.,. 

'ni tnesscs \ 

80 about five days after the mine opened I went to the 
office at Mine " and signed up. I have read over tld

a 

2 page statement and it i8 true to the best of ~ 
memory. 

Is} 

Specinl Agents, FBI, u.s. Dept_ of Justice. 

~, ..- -..... - . 
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1e : JOIDf L. Ll!Ji IS, E'l' AL. 

"., .-' - '.'-~-',,", .. (. ,-",_, __ ,_, .'c~,_ :. __ .-~, :_, 

o 

intervier.ed at his residence, 
Springfield, Illinois, 
10, 194.3 by Special 

born in 
isnw M 

He would be a good witness because of M apparent intelligence 
above that of the average miner Md a fino ability to express himself, 
~f hC~Ould 'vo a.rry infonnation. It appeared to intervievring agents \! 
ttk,t'as deliberately Withholding information in his possession, 
lie: ?'av 0 crativc, and appcarod to be distinctly Mtagonistic to the'i' 
questions placed to him. He at first denied all knowledge and understand­
ing of the circumstances surrounding the change of unions of the !!ine I­
lOCE1, ond said that he had only b,wn to tv·o meetings before the change 
~;as z:mde and "{O,S not elected one of tho nel,' officers. Upon questioning : 
he acini Ued buing prescnt at avery oeating hold ... herein the matters con- II 
ceming challge of unions at Mine .. FC!S concerned, and was also present at 
the meeting .men E1l'I1JlD",)N and FALCETTI discussed a contract. He was I-

present <'.lso n.cn the cr.trnct ,',aE prepared ~,nd signed but he profossed 
to rcmenbcr nothing of the co~versations tE~g place or any understanding 
of th', raasons for the change of unions Tho information which he gave 
T'ilS ;oct forth in statrmlcnt fonn, ""hich but which he re-
fu~ed to Sign. H0 at first stated What he said Md 
thun that it ~as true to the best of his knonledge. The statement is 
e.s follors I 

"Springfield, III 
September 10, 194.3. 

follOl'ring statement to 
mo have identified 

Federal BureaU of 
Investigation. No promiese, threats Dr considc~~ion of MY kind 
has beem r:; cie t IJ roc; to uilkc this statement. I <l1'l 'l'lilling, if necos­
sar.!' to ge to court end repeat MY part of this statement. 

"I am presently employoo at llino i •• I have worked there since 
I ';.:s an officer in the PlIo local 1151 there, 

"In ScptcJ:lbcr 1941, EJ..shor! purchased the mine property. At 
that time the mine 'l'raS clos&d dOl'm, due to soasonal closure. The 
local of the men mining lli.ne i. T:as 11 PIlI local. Up until Elshaf! 
purchased thCl mine, the men "'ere 'l'>'ell satisfied nth the Progressive 
Iline \.orkcrs of Nnc:rica, as far as I kn£m'. I did not hear any talk 
about changin,; unions. The men Tare snti5f~ed .'ith tho Tr~ ~cn and 
the union got along. I heard of no ideas of chaning until after 
Elshoff purchased Mine A. 
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lb: JOHN L. LB1IS, ET AL. 

"1 went to all the I:lElctings held after the an­
nouneooent of inshoff':J purchase of m:ine A. I went to 
both oootings at the Progressive Hall. I do not re­
oe!'lber That 1\'as decided ct those ocetingi. About all 

tlli',t ,as donG "'as to discuss the oottvr of changing !)lions • .At one of the 
Meetings n co=ittee was appointed to see Elshoff, but they reported back 
that they could not get Mold of him.. I do not recall 1'That elso the 
cOMnittce ~:as supposed t~ I ,"las not on that COlJlll. that 
l'!cetin~ I understllIld that there ... as a fiGht downstairs. and 
sOICe of the othe b::>ys ';ure tr,{ing to keep the nen froo 
U:~, I Guess. r-do not kn(1l" ,md /k'\ppcned. !lost of the men seeced ready 
to chang" to the mI. nt that tiDe. 

"There 1'IB,S no discussion thnt I l:nc-' of about nining Hine ;. by 
taking the C'JPJ. out of :;ine B. The nen all "'anted to '\"Cork. They did not 
care p~rticulnrly ,:hich uni:m they belonged to, just as long as the 
l,;inc reopened, and L'1o;,' could "'ark. They sacned to think, I ;;uess that if 
thay v'cre U:.I that til" ,.line Vf0uld bc reopenod. I do not knov; Thy they 
thou:;ht this. I do '1Clt rencr.be anyono taJ.~ns r.bout that at all. I had 
never. hoard of any t~~k nbout jOinintr, the UL~i before Elshoff purchased 
the nine. 

"There T'aZ a nectin:; nt lbdnan's hall. It ,cas n;)t called by the 
10c.:.1. 'l'hOTC: Fore ab~ut 50 or 60 !.len ther'", They did not do Much but 
talk nbout chanin!; unJ."n~, nnd uccided to have another neeting T!hcn J;lorc 
of the nen ~ cone:. I do not rer.lcnber ~:hat was said that nicht. 

"Thon th.3:rc T:~,S P.I1oth ilr nectinr, held at the Elk's ciub. _ 
_ presJ.dcd c.t thc.t noctil'1<;. There ~:as sone talk about chrul~ 

unJ.ons, but I nover henrd anyone say that they had any reason to believe 
that the rline T:ould be opened if T:e vent Utt.. Ti' e the mr:, 

Clf 

)ilB'Jne 

i'Jn on cane t~ the neetinr, 
kn)\" 1'1hn t F..dnUi1son said that nir.ht. 

UJ.ftor the meting, v'e went ,)ver to the tIM', building, and "ere 
S'\":~rn into the W,. Els!Joff and F.ucetti cane to the nooting there II 
little later. I do n::>t knJf' 'l'hy they Tore there, but I suppose that 
they "ere called. r do nat reJ.1eoocr r.hat any of than said that night. 
I do n,lt rencnbcr What discussion thore ,",us about the nine being re­
opened. Late that nir;ht Elshoff siGIled n cClntract "'ith the tIJ5;. I 
Was there y,nen he did. I do n::>t renenber 'What "'as sdd or done that 
ni"ht. 
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~: JOHN L. ur.IS, ET J.L. 

~ 
~ 

ttl have road the above statenent on this and 
tY"o ;)thcr pnr,es. It i5 all true and accurate. 

/s/ 
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c 
JOBr L. IE:IS, ET ilL 

The fO~. invest. igatton wa. conducted by Spaoial 
At;e~s~ anc'-t 
&pr Ulgf~Qlc., 111l.n018 on :>ep'tonDer J.u • .1.';,*", . 

fu aprearoc to be an intelligent individual but it so=od that 
he die not know ouch about cvor'fihing that ",ant on curL1£ tho pertinent 
perioe at ::1.no A. It is fo It he talc tho truth e.e to what he kne\7 and 
he woule: ne.ke a good witness if hiE testinony is neoessary. 

A!;ont. obtain&d frO., hir' tho follClWin£ signed etate:.lCnt I 

-T -, 
tho followinc 

1111111111111118f tho F.B.I. 
~ infornation. 

in 

Sept. 10, 1943. 

giva 

,,~.'n"EO VIas a P.li.':. 4: it didn't ".ake any 
differenoe to "'0 what union I belonged to.- T11e niners ooul~ o=e and 
to then at :~c A if they didn't like the union. To rr:I knowlodge 
thera 'If. no group or parson. who were trying to 8V!ing p,}r.~· •• ovor 
to U.~:;." just before 1941 but back Vlhen I first started I don't rooall 
of an::- rivalry out at ;f51 6; it was a regular P.I:'''. looal and the 
nen wera glad to nark. DuTin!' April, 1941 or sO :'line A closed down 
ae ueual and d in fail of same year. In 1941 
1 got a job at 2 weeks or so. '!'wo or three "oaks 
before : ;ine A wae ra-opon of 1941 I first he arc of a nove-
nent that tho lline A waE g;oing. over to U.E.':. I .. ho heard thaTa had 
been Bar.O ·Special· neeting! 
tha:: and was Dot invited e. 
1941 the 

en notified. In fall ot 
oal10d .. neeting; or 

two or detornine if #61 
ehould go owr to U.':.iI. and there were 1I0"lC ... ho favored irl goiD(; over 
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Ret JOHN L. L~,I5. ET AL 

to U.:.:·,'. 'Ih~' mist have beon ·sr"Oia~. in s 
/,; I think the ncctinge woro called by 
tIIIIIIIl I think I missed 2 or 3 of those peola 
~ & believe I o.ttended 2 or 3 01' them. I 

don't recall of any reasons-given ~hy i51 .hauld go over to U.~W. 
Arouni' tr.at tine the papers said that Elshoff we.e £;oing to or did bUT 

I dc,n't recall any OCM".ittoes be:'ng; appointed to go & see 
ible that at tho l!".eet I did bot e.ttenr!. 

nd tha ones at the Prog-
r9ssives & at Elk's At tho P.~.~. neeting. no representatives 
of U.:~' :.-were present. At the several ",l'.";. meetings the disoussion 
was whether rine A "as to reut>en as P.i.:.:, or as U.I:.';. AB time went 
on the feeling of the P.':.". ,~ae that thOy should go over to U.!.: .... 
At the ~.ectings there ~cro -no fights or speoohos .I: I think that 
decisions were Made a";; tho Rednan Hall ncetines whioh I c!id not attend. 
1'0 one evor told ne that Elshoff would not open }jine A except undor 
U.:'",,-. but I nysolf felt thct Elshor! would open m.ne A as U.1i.'i'. 
because his l:ine B vras U.~..'i.'.[. 

-I attenced tho neeting at the Elk's ClUb on a Sunday l 
it VIe.. Ii nocting for both #51 o!: U.'·l,':. I went just ae a rnanber-of 
7;-'51, &: not as o.n official and l' don't rc~_l "'ho got that 'OGeting to­
gethor. The only quostion tokon up was ",hothor the P.l~.1: local 51 
'Would turn over to U.?:.'·:. I don't recall of any cCI'r'.ittee Making a 
re?on at this emetine. Beforo tho vote no speeches were t1Bde and it 
We S a rising vote that was tllken oS: it WaE unaninous & it wa" decided 
to go brick to U.:'.';. ~"ae on the platfor.; and took a 
pe.rt in this !'lOeting. ~cQll of hce.ring any statel"Ont at the 
Elk's Club D60ting that if the :,en in :line A wont ovor to U.:i,',:. thnt 
Ed8undson would see to it thet the 1;\"0 mines would bo oporated as 
separate nines.! I doo't recall ,,-oy hauo at any tbe about iOin/li 
::ine A & B as ana. As fnr as I know the issue "Was just ... bet r or 
not wo F.;:.'.~:. should 1;0 over to U.;:'1'. & I neVer nttonded sQ"',e of tho 
previous ",eatings so 1 don't" knO\. if ai{j roo.sons woro givon tOOn or 
not 0.0 to ~Ihy they \'Innted to cht.ngo oVGr. After the vote wae takon at 
Elk' 0 Club :lr. Ednunoson oc.ne in and t£i.lked nbout the ino.edict<l opening 
of the ::ino A.. There was TUC'lOr around thc.t ElBhoff night not open l:ino 
A ngoin & there were other rQ~ore around too &: no one seemed to knmv 
just .. hat it .... 0.. all about. HC1;:evor. ::ino A al'Ways did re-open in 
proviou! yec.u in the fall. Aftor tho. r.l""ting at Elk'! Club was over 
about six to ten of us "ent over to 1:r. Ed!:tundeon' e offioe in the 
n.::,,':. I:hile in hie office Eenundson phoned lir. Elshoff & a short 
ti;ce later Elshoff & ti -present were 
the F.::'" • president; Falcetti or 
Elshoff "ere aakod if so.id it oould 
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Re: JOHN L. LE"IS. ET AL 

be opened in a ueek or 110 6: I think it ."as 110 opened. 
No contr~ct un •• igned then in E~ndson's office. 
Uterl.o.rc. I went home &; later ,-;ent over to the 
Le hnc Hate land e. bunoh 'll'o.s there 6: about nid-

night SC. of ue ~;ent to the office of Carl Elsheff & a contratrt; was 
.i~ned. wee !l. st!l.ndnrd U.:·.-,i. contract, I thinksO!"',B ne'l7spaper 
reporter WfiS !l.t the Lelend Hotel 6: al.o et Elshoff'e office. As far 
o.s I ,:ncr,-! I don't think that any previous o.rrange::lent. hnd been made 
in ro[erd to 'l"hat happened thnt 511.,). night but that things just went 
off c.. a result of the r.ction taken. I con't knO\'! of nrry entry being 
;,ade bet\7Gen lano A & ~!ine B. I never rot any fom letter £'rem U.li.';. 
tc join the:-. before we voted et the E1k' a Club. I first ret 
BIshoff at ECMundson'. office & he see:-e~ to be all bu.inoss 6: 
did not eppoc.r to over-happy or anything; of I con't knCM 

C'cid for tho the Leland Hotel • 

.. ny 
c buy l:ine A. :;: dico't ocro "'hich locel I bolon!;ed to. 

read this fix (6) p,-£e etc.te:'ont over & it is true 6: correot to 
best of ":-:;J knowledge. 

F.B. I., St. 
Springfield, III 
Sept. 10, 1943" 

c. Agt.fa. I. 
4t •• 

lsi 

- 610-

• 



' .. -, 

( o 
RE: J(jlfll L. LEl'IIS, ET AL 

Gist of his informcticn is join U. M. 1'(., he could ~ot 
been a citizen for only a few months. w~rk r.t luno A. It is notecl hc h<l8 

He is not roconncneed as a witness. His stc.teuent is I>S follow .. 

mc.cle t c 

-.nd 

"Springfield, Illinois 
So pt umbor 18, 1943 

tho following voluntnry statement to 
knoWlo:.[ tho::> to be Special .A{:ents in 

. stic;r,tion. Nr~]lronts 0r prN.ois~ 
uc to induce 1'16 to mko (l st"to!:.or.t. I resieo nt ~ 
~m prosently c~loycd at Mine A. 

"I wo.s ocrn i:-. 
S. in _ ::enc bec"n" c. 

I camo to the U. 
worked in the 

iret stnrtec; mining. I 
joined rrogrossive. 

mines most "f my lifo c.n,c ~d U. II. W. 
startod at 1:ine " in nbcut_=<, in 1932 I 

"In September of 1911 I g;ot n lotter from Ryan tolling that he 
h"d seE Mine A to Elshcff. I eid not feel very boed nb0ut this beoause 
thin:::" hnc bean CCOG uncor P. J·i • .h. nnd we bot ulonE: _11 with Ryan; 

"I wont to severe,l ::lcotinGs, I de not undorstanc EnGlish very 
well, but I romember they" B"id they would close 1:i11O A if we didn't join 
United. i'ie oldor mon cculc not ~ct jobs und we wc.ntod to work r.t Uino A. 
They 5~ic thoy mir;ht take co~l from Mine A thrOU[~ Mino B. The mon liked 
?rogrossivo but tho ccop"ny liked United better. 

nAt nnothor "'ootine. «ybo nt tho Elk's Club, the nen illl held 
up thoir h:cnc.s for United ~nd tho 10cn1 0.11 joined vt1th U. Y. ·~l. 

"No ono over throatonod mC! or bont mo to mnk" 00 join 0. union. 
I like Pro!7'"cssivo bocause I think it is better fer tho werkinG man. 

"This stD.tCl'llent has boonroo.cc tu IXl by_and it is true 
nnd corroct tc tho bost of oy momcry. 

/5/ 

Speci~l AGonts. F. B. I., 
U. S. Dcp't of Justice.-
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Re: JOHN L. lEdIS, EX At 

C:ifficult to uUC:orstc.nr'. He 
wculc r.0:o c. poer witness. Therofore, ho is 
He furnLl cel the followint statement: 

) 

orvi..-wed 
and 

br c'l<ol~ly an<! 8 

to hil:l end 
,"8 c. witness ~ 

"SpriD(field, Ill. 
Sept. 18, 1943 

to 
va 

n::u<e the follo'.tint voluntary st",ternent 
'1 .h{.cuts of tho Focer"l Bure«u of 1n­
h"1i~ ':leon =de to indueG me to make 

cny st,Ltoncnt. 

"r wns S. 
in _=d beeo.",,_ and 
hovo been o~lplcJyc2. at Line 1. since I 
was !l nenbor of lPn unt21 I jo:'no,l to 
';C with tho stCU"t ~f tho P:lI., but just jeincd beenuso 0.11 tho rest did. 
1.s for !lS 1 kn,'w thero isn't '''!Uch cifforo!1co betwoen tho twc unions. 

"r bet c. lottor freD Ryc.n in tho fall of 1941 nne: nl1 the r.lCn said 
h. ho.C: sl'ld his Dine; tc El~hoff end toot r.L.ybc I:lshoff wculCn't open t he 
nine. ;, lot of the ::IOn so.iC: thut J:l('.ybo .. lshoff tlouldn't opon tho mine 
o.nc thero "'.<. 5C!:lC tr.1k c.bout hcu1in..; conl fron Lline A thru llino B. 

"r h·,o.rC: thc.t ?Tocrossivo her. SLOno DOotinGs in tho f!lll of 1941 
"nC: I knew thr.t I wont to L. ~nc at tho P'.:J. h!lll. but sineo I C::cn't 
unc:orst"nc ouch EnClish I can't 1m"" whc.t thoy woro tulkit1£ !lbcut. Tho 
'_;:11y thinE I knc·?l is thr.t cvoryboJ.y sc:.id we h[~d tu juin United if wa wuntad 
tu work. 

"r went tu a nootinG nt tho Elks Club & ut thut time I joined 
Unite,". I jc·inod bec('.use ovoryboC:y 8(.i~ wo sheul:! j~in. I know there were 
s"~,e spoGchos, but I co.n't renc",bcr Wh2t they woro ',bout. Nobody over bont 
"'0 or ferced 3,' tc jcin (IlY union. Sineo I d~n't b" to =y rJOctit1£s &: 
ec.n't unCorsttlnC !1uch ZnsliGh I c::.n't suy :.:.nythinc about why the PHA mon 
voted to join UniteC:: oxcept thnt we ,,11 wo.ntod to _rk. 

"This 2 paGo statoment h!l.s boen rone tc· l:lO 

to atuto it is true tc tho best of ~ memory. 

"',11 tncssed: 

/5/ 
/s/ 

Specinl hbcnts, F. B. I., 
U. S. Dcp't. of Justico." 
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Re: JOBJ L. LEWIS, ET AL. 

at his residence 
by ___ 

Jr., ,I~ 
.september 16, 1943. ne person having an intelligen::8 
above the ~verage miner and can express himself well. It is believed 
that he ,'-ould make a good witness if he had any information of value. 
He furnished the folloWing signed statement. 

"Springfield, III 
September 16, 1943. 

name is __ I was born 
I am an ~ T am n""'~"r" 

the sta terU2nc to 
who have identified to 

Federal Bureau of Investigation. No pro­
mises, threats, or corsideration of any kind ~ been made to me 
to maKe this statement. 

"1 have worked at Line 1\ since 1932 or 1933. I was working 
at lli.r.e A in 1941 when the n;i-.e closed down for the s1.lI!lm€r. At the 
time that the mine was actually sold, it was closed. 1 was tending 
bar at that time. I had tried to get a job in a Progressive ~ne, 
but could not. Before Ryan sold the m~ne there had been no talk 
about changir,g. I was satisfied with the Progressive J.!ine Harkers 
of Amsrica ar,d Vlould have preferred to continue to work mder the 
rut. 

"I attended only one meeting of the local when the matter of 
changing from Pk.. to the \J1:;i was discussed. That was the meeting 
held at the 11k's hall, .... hen _he men voted to go back to the U}&:. 

"I voted and Signed up With the UM .. that afternoon because I 
needed work very badly. I had tried to get a job at other mines 
but could not. I knew that .t:;lshoff had a mbI" contract for iline B. 
1 did not think that he would run one mine as PM.I and one as uw.. 
I voted for the m.:., because I thought that that would hurry ElshQff 
into opening the mine. 1 did not attend the whole meeting, and do 
not know what was discussed. I did not hear Ray t.dmunson talk. 
Things are as soon at the mine now as they were mder the Pll\i. 

"1 have read the above statelmmt on this page. It is tI:ue 
and accurate. 

/S/ 
/S/ 

F.B.I." 
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RE. JOHN L. LEO;IS, ET AL. 

was interviewed at his residence, 
d, Illinois. on the afternoon of 

Special it.j;ents __ 
a person havin~e above 
an accent but is not difficult to understand. 

His inability to read tho statement set forth below is due to an eye 
deficiency, rather than an understanding of the English language. He gave 
information set forth in thG following signed statement. 

·Springfield, Ill. 
SePt~mber 18. 1943. 

have identified them­
au of Investigation. 

No promises, threats, 
make this statement. 

or consideration of any kind has been made to me to 
I am a citszen of the United States. 

-I have worked at 11ine A about !- years. i was employed at ;';:ine Ai. 
at the time that Mine ~ was Bold. I do no know why the men changed unions 
about that time. Before Ryan seld the mine, there was not talk about changing 
the union. J.s far as I know, the men wore satisfied withthe Progressive 
Line ~:ork£:rs of huSTles at that time. I 1';.:1.5 satisfied with tl'l.at lJnion~ I 
did not go to any of the meetings ..mere the matter of changing unions was 
discussed. I work on my farm most of the time and do not have time to go to 
the meetings. I do not go to the meetings because I am so busy, and also 
because there has been so much trouble, and so many men hurt on the union 
trouble. I did not go even to meeting where they voted to go to the ~. 
I knew what had happened at Mine B. So I did not go to any meetings. 1 
joined the W,; when I went back out to the mine to work. I was satisfied 
with the ""ii, but wanted to work, and the mine had alrea~ changed over to 
the UJ.r", and I had to join the UMli if I was going to work there. 

has read the above statement on this page. It is 
true and ""curate 

lsi 

, FBI. ii 
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RE, .JOlIN L. lEii IS. ETAL 

" interviewed at his residenoe. _ 

" .. " ... ~ . ~;!!~~i!Ae:~~t!~ 
has an intelli~ 

but he is not too di1'tioult 
to interfere 'With 

the int .lrvi ew. 
the statement. 
anyway. Be 

.. 

to refrain !'rom signing 
, and he would sign it 

ollowing statementa 

Springfield, Ill. 
September 17. 1945 

~ 
name is ---.. I was born 
I am an ~I am 

IOO-ko the following statement to ___ 
_ No promises, threats, or oonB~ 
~D make this stete~3nt. 

"I helve worked at lIine A sinoe t _s working at JIl.lle 
A in 1941 when Mr. RYAN sold the mine to • When tha ~ 
we had a meeting at the Progressive Ball. At that meeting JIIIIIIIIIIIIII 
~ told us that the mine would bo reopened if we joined the United )tine 
~orKer5. The mine had baUD Glosod for a long tL~a, and we wanted to get 
to work. After that there was another meoting a.t the K of C Hall. I think. 
At this meeting EDMUNSON talked, and told us that if we joined the United 
lIine Workers he would see to it that tine A reopened. I signed up with the 
UYK at that time. 

"Prior to tho sale of the mine by RYAN thore was not muoh 
talk at the mine about changing unions. Soma of the men were oOlllplaining 
about the high dues and things, but most of US ware satisfied. I preferred 
the Progressive Mine ?orkars of Amerioa, myself. I would meat men on the 
street. and they would ask ~e what they shOUld do. They did not want to 
join the UYW any more than I did, but they told me that they oould not get 
a job at any other plaoe. They did not know what to do. They Gould not do 
anything elsa than join tho IDI'I. They hnd hoard of all the trouble that 
had happened at lIine B o.nd we did not want any trouble a.nd wanted to work. 
So 11'9 joined the United Mine Workers. That is the roason that I joined 
the United lIine 'lorkers • 

. "At the time, I did not want to join the United Mine 
Workers and would have rather stayed in the Progressive Mine Workers, but 
I did not know what els~ I oould do. 

• 
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REI JOHN L. IDYlS, ETAL 

INTERVIE"" WITH 

tIIIP 
"After the mine reopened, nothing unusual happened. The 
conditions there now are· as good a. they were before. 
"The above statemant page ba. 
been read over by It i8 all 

true and aocurate. I have read this true. 

/8/ 

FBI 
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JOHlI 1. U1'ilS, Er AL 

e:'lp 1 oyme nt. 
10. 1943. 
and iE 
Engli.h well, and 

" 

SpriDgfiel_d 
idAgente 

s plaoe of 

he haE to offer. He t.dvieed he has no 

The following signed state"lent w .... executed by 

"I, 
make tha fol 
_whom! 
~ation. 1 ma'<9 
any kind. 

"1 waE born in 
started working in coal 

threat, force or pramise of 

in the Mine "A" at Springfield, Ill. 
t,orkers of America Union. In 1932 I 
of America because of the majority 

1 first 
?ent to 'Work 

the United lI~ne 
joined the h'ogreBsive J~e ~'orkers 

UU',- loed changed to Pl:A. 
about 1937 or 1938 ~ 

and held that Job far 
l.:ine Camni ttee and wall 

Eine "AM shut down in 

I took active 

about four 
Spring of H14l. 

"In about Sept. of 1941 we learned that Elahoff had bought 
Line" AM from Ryan and then "'e beolUlle worriec! as to whether Kine -A" 
",auld ocen and "'e of HA would be given our jobs. There was talk 
e.mong the men that Ehhoff ,,'ould operate }.;ine "A" thru liine ME", and 
that we of PJ-IA would therefore not get our jobs baok. 

I VIas working the night· shUt e.t the 
in S,.,ring:field, and so had little time to 

a regulnr H:A meet ing early in Sept. 1941 
man:! of the fellows expreaEed the deeire "to go back to work at 1,lne 
·A· and indioated they would go baok to UU':. At this meeting they decided 
to hold fln "outside" meeting, that is a meeting away :trom PM. The 
men wanted me to go to that meeting but I didn't go. 

"About a week before ;-ine -A- opened, I heard it wae gOing to 
open under .m&'! and 80 I joined UHF because I .... anted to go back to 
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JOHN L. LB'iIS, ;ET AL 

wor k in !:ine -A· to II\&ke more money. I had heard 
that most of the men had joined Ulfl and I had reoeived 
e. letter whioh Bounded like\! it OIin!9 from Edmundson 
saying the ~ne -AM was going to. open and telling 

!!\8 "t' j 0':; -was open.' No one tried to. organize me in mm in BIII! way, 
and I can.'1ot reme!llber ... ho told me we would have to join tJll":' in order 
for Line "AD to re-open. Hsybe it wee because We had eeen what had 
ha')!'ened et Hine "B" in connection with ortanizing and we knew they 
could operatel:ine "A- thru Kine wB" and there Were e. bunoh of old 

, didn't ~ant all that trouble. I heard ene fellow 
whose name I cannot ;"!ll, W&& beat up by 

one morning ?.'hen a ::;O~~~~~d up with t~o~;nm:n~\~:; ~~i~ 
a maohine gun phtols en him and then ,:>"ut ;,1m up badly. That waE the 
only beating r heard of at l',ine "A". 

-I ERW ·o7ho 1"10.S £I. Board !.~r.ibQr of th-I; at JIino -.1..-
£. lot, but he _~ine a;.". I eic not soc arty C.ttOl1'ts to 
orgcnho !It E1no ",," either by m~; or P:l.'" I ?larked for about ~,.o !',ontha 
en~ quit be caUED I hac 0. bac roGi:', end I e idn 't 1 ike tho wc.y Ul,~; wee runnin!:: 
us. I hc.ve not boen baok in the "lineE sinoe. 

the :oon 
"'" T .. :r"'''''+n~ """'a "'4.. .............. ~ ... v ........ ... 

wore 
opon x r.nloh booause 

fer these ole -:011 to bot br.ok to ViQrk~ I do not knaw 
Eubeaquont T'ectiIlfc! or h:)w tho d01T6lopI'lonts 'Wont alon;;. 

-1 hcvo Me this !tct0!'1011t of throe pagos rer.d to :l<l ane it 
18 truo anc cerroct to tho bOEt of -r.J knOl':lodgo. 

r.l ;'bunt, F.E.I. . .. ' .. -'- 7"!....... 
,OC~2J. i...gODl;" r.D.J..-
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Rc: JO!rl 1. WilS. ET AL 

interviewed at his residonce, 
Springfield, Illinois, 

, by "'JlOCl,IH hJ;'en1;s 

Ec 
woule ol very good witness. pronounced accent but 
difficult to undcrst:lnd. He hQS an intelli~cncc well nbove that of the 
Olver:lgc minor. Eo is stubborn nnd prcciso.- It 1s believed thOlt it would 
be eifficul t to confuse him on cross-ox=in<ltien. ne g<lVO informntion .et 
forth in the fol1o~~ng signed st<ltemonta 

=Springfield, I!! 
Sc'ptcmber 11, 1943. 

following st:.tcmcr.t to 
"i7ho p~vc identified 'tltomso!vo3 
'~u of Inv6sti!!;"t10n. No 

pr~nisos. thrC:1ts, or co~sidcr~tion of nny kind h:1s been made to mo to 
m:1kc this st:ltencnt. I Qn "illing, if necessary, t" go to court, o.nd 
repeat any p:.rt of this s~temGnt. 

~I h:lve worked off 
_ until lo.st' May. I WIlS 

In 1932 the 10c0.1 at Hine A 

<lna on !It Mine Ii since_ !lnd stendily 
never an officer in th~bef.,re 1932. 
joinad the Progressive Mine Workers, and! 

from 

"In 1941, l!cine A cbsed !lbout ;,pril 1. This Wo.s tho usual custom 
for l!ine A, as it W:lS 0. seasonnl mine. :,t the ti::1e th!lt tho !:line closed, 
the mon s:o fo.r '.\s I lcoo,., were :111 very much sntisfied with tho Progressive 
lli>1[- ';;orkors, o.nd ':!ould not rove wanted to ch"-llgo to tho mm. I think trot 
tho.t is th" "ICoy the men thought, nne I kn~w that thnt is tho wo.y thlt I felt. 
Up until the time that the announcemont was m!lde in tho p!lpcr that Eishoff 
was g0ir~ to oper:1tc :5ino A, I hcnrd no tnlk nbout oha~i~ unions. Thero 
had been Bome rumors during the su.=cr that !'ine A WClS to be Bold, but there 
\'lOla nothing definite. After the o.nnounc~ment in the po.per tht Elshoff WIl.S 

gGing to oper:1tc ~ine [" the men held s:me'lI\6ctings tQ See who.t they .hould 
do. The first ::loeting WO.S held !It the Progressive lIall. It was a special 
meeting, nnd o.bDut the Quly business wo.s to leavQ it to the District ?rricers 
to sec whnt they could find out from Elshoff nbout what he wo.s going to do 
"'ith the mine •. Thoro ho.d boen rumors goin:!; :lround tho.t Uine A w:>.s goiDg 
to be o.bandoned. There were nlso runors, which I did not believe, th::>.t 
they wore g~ing to put 0. Skip L~ ~~d tnke the co~l out from Mine A througb 
mine ll. The !:len seemed to think that the law was such that whon 0. new 
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Rc, JOHN L. l,E';"iIS. ET AL 

opcrntor took over n mine. thot he did nnt hovo to hire 
the s~e nan b~ck. I think thnt is the big factor. bec~u.e 
the men "a.ntcd to "ark and get their jobs vory badly. At L 
the socond 

very little a.ssura.ncc of ~~y help. 
"~lkod to the lecnl th~t ni~ht. - -men, nnd he woe not nble to !lssure us of much help, except melral and tinLlnoi-

nl help to those wh" lost out on their jobs. As I reenll, theso District 
c.fficers ha.d been unnble t" get nhole of Elshoff nne learn anything nbout his 
phns. Tho night of the second moeting, another committee wns appointed, 
to get in touch with tlshof'f and soe whnt wo.s going to bo done with Kine A. 
I was n:ot on that c:ll:l!:littcee. 1 left t!,J.t mootinc, r.nd did n::>t hoar of rur:r 
fi~hts ::>r disn;reemcnts th~t wero hoc at that neeting. 

"I understClnG thllt there wos n!,)':hcr l'lCetin3, held some time later 
ot :<'edmJ.n's hall. I "o.s not ::>t this moetin!:. nne did not know anything 
about it until o.ftcrua.rcs. 

nThcr~ w:,s ::. Elks's or the K of C hall. 
1 ;'-:;'8 o.t thOlt l:lcetin; • 

.. 

o_ort. The conmittoc rc was n~ce 
so.id th~t they h~d ~onc to the l:linc, 

thw t.oy "ant b sce EdmU!18on. I:" said Ec:lnul,son h::.c' -so.id that !'.ino B 
h~d a contr~ct with ,mr.-I", c...""lC tho.t if the men 'went ns a. body, as charter 
",embers into the ms;, th::tt he woulc' use his influence to get the mine 
reopened. 

"They then hGlc ~ v~tG, ~nd th2 mon voted t8 ~~ bnck to the Ul.n~ 
They 'l"otoc'. to ~o b::.ck t-J the mT.. I think that the r:ulin factor in tho -
men votinr; to :;0 to the mill was th:tt ther .'Ilntcd t" ~e brick to work. They 
would ho.ve becn just ns w~ll so.tisficd t::> stay in the Pr~grcssivc ~ine 
~;'rkcrs :to ;,;c into the U's. if thoy could koep thoir jebs. They see:!lcd to 
thir~ that they hac to jin the u!~i. becauso of their underst<nding of 
the lll". ,.nc they cc,uld n~t Clffor.1 tel go through any sort of trouble, 
because the mine had been closcd down too long. 

"The men hod voted to fP back ta the ID'-7 prJvided tho mine would 
be reoponod, o.n~ provided their-wJulu be no discr~ation After voting 

" 
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Re: ,Jomi L. lE •. 1:S, ET AL 

to go intJ the UMfo. Edmunson w~s invited to the hnll. I 
do not rom~bor if this was boforo or after the election 
of officers. TIo t~lked to tho nen. TIo told us that he 
would welcomo the men b~ck into the Ul.l>i. lie s:;.id thlt 

if they "eN to c,me back that they Vlould havo to si(;n Con ~p::>lio~t1an to 
return t, the Ul.r.i'. lie S~ id tho.t if al~ m-::he mon c=c back to the Ull'ii as 
ch::.rtcr ::lomoors. that he woul~ usc all ofhTS influence t? soc that tho mine 
'-"as reopened. Thero .. ero some questi~ns pluced to him ab'->ut cx·onerated 
members. una discrimino.tLn nnd after th~t hthe men went up !lnd filled out 
the application blanks. They h~d alreacy t~on ~ voice voto to join the 
mr.;. 

"After the mcctins. 1 went ave" the Ul,:ri builGing with Edmunson and 
tho othor loca.l officors. ~'e 'Wore S'7~.'n in to the U'Si. AftIJr thnt Edmunson 
called Elsh:ff. A-~ h'ur or so later. Els~off ane Falcetti oane t, the office. 
EdnunsDn told them thc.t the union had gor.e over t, tho m.!':i, and that he 
wa.nta': a. contro.ct s i~:,cc 50 thJ.t the 1'lenbcrship coult! S" back t" work. 
Falaotti sa.id tho.t l:c held oxn.minca the mno. a..~d thc.t ho did not knO\1 how 
Bcon it would be pOSSible to open up tho nine. Elshoff saie tht he did n"t 
want any tnuble ~t tho '!lino. l;c v:o.ntcd assurance tho.t the monhad j?ined 
the mc:. He did net s"..y in so natty words that he would not open the mine 
l.L'llcss the mon jOined the Ul1?i, but he did want the assurance that ~he~ 
men h,\·J :111 joined tho m.r.;- befoTC he vlould open the minot because e ld 
nJt wa.nt a.ny nore trouble. There was mere discussion of the mo.ttors !lne 
they did not sien a contl""ct thon bccnuso it ?!US Sund.J.Y. I cama home and 
eid not gD to the r.lOetin[; when tho cO!'ltract was signed. 

"Thore was nJ trouble at the mine after the nine reopened. I 
think it wns th0 next day J.ftor this meeting that the f~s were turned on, 
and n. fov; do.ys 10. tcr when tho men WGl'C able t:> go dovm into the mino. 

_s ar)unc the mine in tho ~8rnings for ~ while 
nftcr tho '. I sa", hie. there frequently. but I dOl n')t know 
whut he w"s doinr; thore. __ was ~lsQ "'round the !:lino for !l 
few cays after it -,penee:. ~V1hat he w". doin:; there either. 

"I never G't "'ny letter from anyone n.bout chc.n:;in,; uni)ns or 
reoronin~ the mine. I recall ~nly cnc letter, and th~t was from Ryan, 
.~yin:; th~t he was sorry th~t he hac ta close the nine at that ttmo. 

"Tho roason that I joined the UM>o was that I felt that 1 noodod to 
dn this to work at l.~inc ~\. I th;ught thut when ~ now oporntor took ovor 
that he did n ,t hovo t·) hire the same mon back th).t had been thero before. 
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Rc: JOIDI L. LEWIS. r:T AL 

Pl.!'ii af A. 

! also th,uGht th~t BIshoff woul~ have to hire ut~ ~n 
at :.Iino A bcc~usc he had a U'...r>I contract at l!1no B. I 
wanted to work, and So I j~in"d tho IJ'§I to set my job 
back, even though I w~uld have just as soon stayod in the 

"I hElve roM the a.bove sto.to1llGnt on this an:l four other paa;es. It 
is all true an~ accurate; 

(sisncc) F.E.r. 
d) F.B.I." 

\ 
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RE: JOEl! L. LSIIS, ET AL 

a 
1945, by Speci~l Agents 
is a person having an LIJL".'U 

express hL~5elf well, and it 
He gave information set forth in the 

t) 

-Springfield, Ill. 
September 10, 1943~ 

"My nrone 
_ I em now 

following sbtEOent to 
identified thenselves 
vestig~tion. No pr~ises, threats, 
to me to make thi sat" tement. 

who have 
of In­

of any kind ~ been given 

WI worked at liine b. fram 1937 until the time that the local a.t mine 
~_ joined the United Uine "IIorkers. I was a member of the Progressive Hine 
"orkers of kteric'l, but I was never ttn officer in the local. Up until the 
time th"t Ryan sold his interest in hline A there wa. no talk at~ll about 
joining the m.r::. The cen were very much sn.tisfied liS i'1l.T' as I know with the 
operation of the 100'_1, t'_nd p.lso of the international. 

WJust after the ~nnouncement in the paper of the sale of the ~ne, 
I hee.rd ,.bout nen talking about changing unions. I did DOt attend the first 
!:teeting when this l!l.e.tter WP.S discussed. ~. I went to the 
second meeting of the 10c,,1."'11 that I ::n::c:u:: hat they to1~t 

that tine the regular ~ne comr.U ttee. ~ 
and one other who I do not recnll, made Q 

osee Eisnoff. but thB.t he hF'.u:1 rafllss:! to rco= 
ognhe them, •. nd hE-.d 8eid that he _8 going to operate as a. United Mine Workers 
nine.iie ruseussed the :netter. llost of the men wnnted to go back to work Bo 
we deCided, ,,00 I think even_tOld then too, to go be.ck to work as m1, 
e.nd then when the matter c~e up to a vote, to vote for the Progressives. 
Tllet is what happened e.5 ft.r e.s I know, 

~
irBt cond d~y after the nine opened, 

I went around to the miner. 
vo e or e rogressives when they cCJ:\e to-vote. I a18~ 
tools out of the nine, but when I went out to the s~ft, 
~"nd some ~f the other Wi nen there at t e B wou no e 
~y tools unless I joines the UllW, 

"I did not go back to work at Mine h beO~US6 I would not join tr~ 
United Uine "/orkers. I had ple.nned on going to work, and did not hEove =1 
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RE: JOHN L. LEiIS. ET ~ 

other job at that tibet but I ~ould not go back to work 
under the United Mine ;/orkers. 

aI think that the reason that the men went and joined the 
Ull.i was because they were told that they would not get to work at Mine 1. un­
less they were m,;". They also re.d heard about what Md ha?pened at Uine B. 
and thought Elshoff favored the WI( becfluse of what happened there. They did 
not ~nt to go through all of that trouble. I did not want to work under those 
conci tions, so I did not join the tr.r:i. 

"I have ree.d the •. bove stfltament on this page and one other page. 
It is true and accur~te.n 

/s/ 
FBI 

- 1>24 -



.. 

RE: JOHN ••• IE,irS, ET .i.L. 

clear story. He havo any information 
6.ntch to United. He expresses himself poorly 
a witness. His statenent is as follows • .. Illinois 

17, 1943. 

the following voluntary statemont to~ 
both of whom I Icnow to be Special 4gent~ 

stigation. No threats or promises have been made 
to me to induce me to make a statenent. 

nMy address i~ 
at Cino J... as 0. track lc.~ came 
to the U.S. in_ and becB.llle a U.S. citi in 
the mint,s neariy-:'!i of my life and I joined I first started 
~n~ng. 1 started at Wino J... in 1935 and at that time I joined P.M.~. I 
vms working at loiino A in 1941 and the mine closed down for the summer. 
That fall, about Soptsober, 1 got a letter from Ryan telling that he had 
sold Hine ,i. to Elshoff. 1 did not feel good about that, I thought that he 
w\.mldn't start Mine A and I saw in the paper that Blshoff might pull the 
coal through ~ine B. 

nr ¥rent to a P.ll.A. meeting at Progressive Hall in Springfield 
which was called to seo what was going to happen at the> mine. ,ie were told 
that the mine wouldn't open unless under U.!!.'i. and there was some more 
talk. The men said we should fine out what WaS going to happen at Mine A. 

"1 went to another meeting but r don't remet:lber what happened 
there. 

"1 went to a third meeting, at the Elk's Club, and at this meet­
ing we were told that if we joined U.ll.". the mine would open. I don't 
remember what else was said, but we had a vote and the man all voted to 
join United Jane ·'oQrkers. I joined U.M.;-;-. that time beclluse I wanted tc 
get ny job bllck. r had been told that Elshoff would not open the mine 
unless the men joined U.1i'-,~. 

UNo one ever threatened me to make me join any union. Unions 
are about the same but I know BOIIIIl of the fellows didn't join U •• '-'. anel 
never went back to Iline A. 

-The above statement has been read to me by~d is 'true 
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and correct to the best of my memory. n:TEr.VIE"ii -, :ITR 

~ /-./ ..... 
-.-'i tne 5 se s : 

Special Agents: FBI, U.S. Dept. of Justice. • 
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.':E: JOHN L. rz:;rs, ET ilL. 

The following signed statement was obtained from 

·Springfield, Ill. 
Soptember 15, 1943. 

promises mnde to me. 

IllIl v:orking 
r was born 

make the following voluntary statement to 
whom I know to be Special Agents of the 

, of my own free will, with no three.ts or 

Id, Ill. IUld 
Springfield, 

.M.A. when I 
began Yine k in Deoember 
Dr 1940, and worked until it closed down in the spring of the next year. 
I had d~cided to quit, beccuse my heclth was bothering me, and I didn't 
plan on going b~ck to work in the mines. I didn't go to any union meot­
ing;s, and don't..,an hing thE.t went on in the sumner of 1941. However, 
in thet Sum-,cT, saw me at the tavern one day and asked me to 
join the U .J.!. :;., thu lne would open up much sooner if 1 did. I told 
him I W&JD't going buck to work in the min~s, and he didn't say any1ling more. 

It I have read the foregoil1g .. &.nd state that 1 t is true to the 
best of my knowledge. 

Special '"gents, 
Springfield, Ill~ 
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RE, JOHN L. LEVaS, ETAL 

understand. He 

It 

B interviewed at his residenoe. _ 
gfield. Il11nois. on the afte~ 

• by Speoial Agent..-..and 
is a person having ~out 
s a heavy aooent. but ia not diffioult to 

information set forth on the following statement. 

Springfield. Ill. 
September 17. 1943 

"ltr neJ!\e 1 s I was 
_ I lUll an .American en. am now 
~owing statement to -.. and 
have identified themselves ~oial 
of Investigation. No promises. threats. or oonsideration of any kind has 
been made to me to make this statement. 

"I hnva worked at Mine A for about .years. 1_8 worldng 
at Mino ,~ at tho time that R"l!iili sold the mine to E~FF. I do not ramember 
anybody talking about ohanging unions bafore the sale. The lll6n ware aatis­
fied as far as I know with the Progressive )(ine 'I1orkers of Amerioa. I was 
satisfied with the P).ll. I did not attend meetings of the PLW vary regularly. 
I attemn only one meeting "hen thu matter of tho ohlUlge in 
cussed. I think that it was at Redman's hall. As I reoall 
told us that night that they were going to olose. and a1mo~1ol 
take the coal out through Mine B. As I reoall the thought that we would be 
better off if we joined the United Mine Workers. I do not:reoall the de­
tails. I do not think that I went to the meeting when the men voted and 
&i gned up with the WI. I think that when I joined the mfi. that about 200 
men had already joined up. I joined up beoause I needed to work. and the man 
had already joins d the UJfl. 

"The above statement has been read to me by 
is true and aocurnte. 

/s/ 
FBI 
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REI Jom! L. lENIS, ETJ,.L 

s interviewed at his residence, ---.. 
eld, Illinois, on the afternoo~ 

Speoial Agent ................ e.nd 
is a person hav~oe 

average • He is diffioult to UI'.derstand, 
and doe" not understand English very well. He gave information set forth 
in the following statement. 

Springfield, Ill. 
September 17, 1943 

wlly ne.me I _s born in-"-"-' 
_I am an American at Mine A~ 
following stat6lll6nt to who have 
identified themselves to ot 
Investigation. No prOlIli.es, threats 01' oon.ideration of any kind has been 
made to me to make this statement. 

WI have worked at Mine A sinoe 1933 or 1934. I was employ­
ed "t the mine when RYAN sold the mine. Bei'ol'e that time the men belonged 
to the Progressive Mine Workers of America. Before the s"le at the mine, 
there had been no talk that I know of about the men wanting to ohange unions. 
They were all .atisi'ied, as far as I know, with the Progressives. I_s 
s6.tisfied. I did not go to the PMi meetings very often, and was not in­
terested muoh in the affairs of the union. I oannot understand English too 
well, and when things go on at the meetings, I have to h/l.ve them explained 
to me. 

"I think I was at the meeting when the man signed up for 
the UMW. There was some talk about going to work if we joined the tI!fi. The 
rest of the men were signing ~ with the UM~, so I did, too. I would h/l.ve 
been satisfied to have continued to work as a PYW. 

he. s read the above eta tement 
on this page to 

Be declined to sign this statement because he could not 
read it personally • 

- 629 -



.-

t 

I 

. t f .. " . 
i"· 

( 

Re: JOm L. u.ns, £1' AL. 

iIIiIIiII. , Springfield, Illinois. 
on the afternoon of 

Special Agents~ 
has an lntellig~ 

an accer. w;uch makes him difficult to under­
following signed statement. 

and 
of 

"Springfield, III 
September 16, 1943. 

filly name is I was _r am an .• I am 

and ·'ho have identified th'elllf;e 
~~". I make the following statement to 

A~ents 0 ne e e ~ Bureau of lnvestigation. No promises, threats, 
or consideration of any kind ~ been made to me to make this statement. 

"I worked at !:ine A for 5 or 6 years until Ryan sold the mine. 
In 1941, the mine was closed down for the summer. I got some work 
on the outside and waS working. I intended to go back to work at 
the mine when it opened. I heard that the mine had been sold, and 
that the union had gone over to the United Mir.e liorkers. I was a 
member of the Progressive "ine norkers at that time. I decided that 
if the mine was going to work as a uAi,. mine that I would not go back. 
I did not want to change u.'"lior.s, and did not go to work because I 
did not want to join the UJ.:,i. I did not attend any meetings where the· 
matter of changing of unio-,s was discussed. I do not know Why the 
men changed. I am a progressive Miner now. Before Mr. Ryan sold 
Mine A there was no talk about changing unions. Everyone ~as satis-
fie d Vii th the union a5 it was, a5 far as I know. 

"I have read the above statement on this page. It is true 
and accurate. 

/5/ 

/5/ F.B.I. 

- 6:50 -



C ,:" 

BE, JOHN L. LE":.IS, ET AL. 

.~ 

reSidence.~ 
!llinoiB. on __ _ 

Special Agents 
advised ~hat he 18 

bel.ong labor union. 
years. He had no info~tinent 

at"mE'nt was attempted. _ was born 
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Re : JOHN L. u. •• "IS, ET AL. 

cial ;'gents 
time it was no 

f , 

() 

speak very poor English. He is appa~ently below average 
and it :..~ believed he would make a poor Witnes5~s set 
lov; the follo'.-ing signed statement executed by..--

to 
o 

_Ill 
~4, 1943 

the following voluntary statement 
Special ~gents of the Federal Bureau 
or pr~aises have been made to induce 

me to make any stat~ment. 

and have been a 
U. A and reside 
at t>;,en a miner all my life and joined the 
U. join;d the progressive union in 1932 when 
the rest of thJ 5 went pl"ogressi vc. I ,;as a memocr of pro-
gressive when I Started at lJina A in 1937. I have never hald any 
ur.ion office. 

, 
"J:.verything ,,:;s going along fine in the spring of 1941 "iTben 

th2 mir,,, shut down for th~ season. 5om<.:tiIDG in the early fall or 
late summ~r I got a letter from Ryan saying that he had sold 
~nc h to Elshoff. I h8ard that thG mine T~S going to be operated 
by ur.i tad men. I Y1Gnt to 3. couple: of the mectings held by progres-
6i vc, but don It rcmcmt>c:r anythlllg about what W:;5 said those times 
about ho'r: the mine W3S going to op::rak. I didn't go to any 
mGctir~ at the U.~.~. hall and joined the U.~.W. union just be­
fore I starkd b3ck :It )Un" ., in the fall of 1941. They told me 
I couldn't work unless I joined unitBd. Nobody hit me and nobody 
forc~d me to join an;; unior.. I do not knOll hoYr Elshoff felt :lbout 
the uniorjs. 

"1 have read o¥cr this statement of 2 pag~s and it is true to 
th" best of my melOOry. 

WiiitIlcssed: 

/SI 
op<ec].a.c Ji.1!:,em;s, F.B.I .. , 
,U.S. Dept. of Justice" 

/s/~ 

- 6:52 -



-.... ' 

/ 
.\ 

-~-.- .--., .' -,.. '':." ; ~. --'- ,-" .. --"".- .. ;: -. .,. •• ,,::. .... ~ ... "._#,' ••• 

c .. 

REI JOHN L. LE ,IS, ET ,.1 

Special., ;ent.s 
is Do di ,. or at ~inc "i .. ", 

cc.c:;c t, the U. S. in _nd beca.!~e aU. 
cc,nn't spcrJ< lr unucrst,.ml ~sh ~-,ll, hn.s a very 
n ·t Lake a satisfCict or:r \7i tncss. He auvisc<c hu hn.s 

rec 

Thc: f Jll.min. s1. :nc"; st tc:;cnt .. as :1b t<! inc. ~ fr JU 

"5prin ficl.l, Ill. 
5~1)t. 17, 194.3 

ttl, 
:..:Ike the. fv ..... " ..... ,' .. 

_ "hoI.1 I kno".1 t·" be: 5lXC1,,1 " 
a t:lon. I lJake; it "i thJut fe::.r of force of pronise of. any kind. 

"I work as a di;~ 'cr (it Unc ".,n, 8< was' born in 
_ C("~.lC t, t.he U. S. 'ir" an! boca.:c " U. S. ci"L"l."r.n 

"I stiirkd t.o Tlork in ?!in~ "i," Sprin,;fic1d abJut _ & "\las 
then "Ilcub"r of the Uni tel !!inc "orkcrs of "'nerica Union. In 1932 I 
joinc:.: th ... Pro ,rcssi veo Uni m bccCius" our llho1c local <.lie\ bec:lUse John 
L. Lc .. is st.)le tho b:Ulot.s. ' 

"In lak su:r.cr of 1942 I rc".l t.h.:.t Elsh,ff bou 'ht l~neo "A" fron 
Ry"n. I hc~ri ;:>copl" t.::lkin" th"t n;,n '\1"",1.\ not open unless the nen went. 

17, 

u:.:,. I ::15·, he<..rc u.lk th', t t.ilCJ" 11()Uld pull crol frOLl j~ne "I." thru llinc nB". 
N" nc t.,l(! 1.1(, I hCi':. t" j.;in m:.: Cinel name forcc'] or threCitunc.' DC in 
nnywiJY. 

"I cannot remember much about. lIhat happened during t.his time, 
but one night .-told me there lias goin~ to be a meetinG and 
t.hat Edmundson~ we would go ID..'ii t.he Uine "An would open. I 
went to t.he meet.ing t.hat ni ~ht, Which I t.hink lias held at. t.he tn.r.'i hall. 
We '1IOt.ed to join UJ'W, Edmmdson talked and t.old us the Mine nAn Tlould open 
in two v,,,eks, and I joined Ul:,. No one forced or threatened me in art¥ wq 
to join TIl'"', and I join"d to keep my job at Uine "il,u. I "\lould rather 

hav(j s'kyed FE" had I have not.iced no difference at. l!inc "ll" und:)r m~ 
t.han undor FiliI. I prefer P!.;i.. 1;0 UUII'. 
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RE: JOHN 1. LE"!IS, ET AL 

o st"ternent of tuo pages has men read to me and it 
true and correct to the best of my kn01,lcdge. n 

lsi 

cial n~cnt, F.B.I. 
6,JGcinl ',gC'1t F. B. I." 
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Re: JOHN L. lEnS, ET AL 

18, 1943 by Special Agents 
stated that he did not have 

and understand English well and 

IIIIIIIIIIrurnished the following statement: 

"I, 

"Springfield, Ill., 
Septe~ber 18, 1943. 

Ill. make the vOluntary SLal:,"mem"L 
IIIIIIiiiiiIiii whom I kno,,' to be Special Agents of 
~on, nO force, threats, or promises have been made in obtaining 

this statement and I know that what I may say may be used in a court of 
law. 

Mine :tAli 

"I was born in 

"I was employed at Mine "A" abou~d I am employed at 
at the present time as a dig2er •. 

"I joined ill':T ~ Ill. I remained a member of 
D.L"'. until 1932 at whiCh~Pl:A as U1lVt wanted to cut the 
wage scale. 

"In Sept. 1941 I read in the newspaper that Els'loff bought Iline 
"A". I thought at that time that lhne "A" would operate as always as a 
PMA mine. 

"Prior to the time Elshoff bought lline "A" the employ"es were 
satisfied with P.I!..A. I thought PMA was a good union being operated for 
its members. 

"r prefer to be a member of P!.:.A ra thar tha.'1 tJbW because t.he members 
of flLA elect the offiCials and delegates whereas they are appointed in 
lTh!7'. 

"I heard from Someone that Elshoff was going to operate Kine "An 
through Mine "B". I did not pay any attention to this because I did not 
think it would happen, I also heard that Elshoff would not open Mine "An 
unless the e~ployees joined U!l",', I do not know where I heard this. I 
decided I ~ould not do anJ~hing to prevent the change from PMA to Uk" and 
that I would wait and see what happened. 
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Re: JOlm L. LEWIS, ET At 

"I at tended one meeting at PI4A hall a few days 
aft.er Elshoff bought t.:ine "A". I knew o~ 

. was in the newspaper. _ 
of the local PV~ was 

in cha,..7" of this meet meeting lUne JIB" employees 
...-ere V:C';·':i.1g at lhne "A" and t.lshoff was to start an m:w :mion at lIine "A". 
A CO!ULlit tee ...-as appointed to call Elshoff to find out lIhat was going to 
happen at Mine "A". The committee was unable to locate Elshoff. I was 
not told at this meeting that I should join U.M.W. 

"I did not attend any meetings after the one I attended at W.A 
hall, althouch I read ~n the newspaper that there was going to be a meeting 
at the Elks Club and I later read in the newspaper that the employees of 
Kine "A" voted at the Elks Club to jo';", c'!.ri!. 

"lio m:o: brganizer attempted to get me to join llMW. 

"About t?;O days ~efore Mine "A" opened in Sept. 1941, I went to 
the UM'[ building and joined mw: so that I could return to work at )[ine 
"AU .. 

"Condi tions at ~:ine "A" have bee.1 about the same under tJ}.,'1P. as 
they were under P1~. 

"From 
for PlJ.J. and I was 
that period of time. 

"In 1941 I would have perfered to have remained a member of 
PMA and I joined Ul~~ only so that I coUld work at Mine "A". 

"I have had this statement consisting of four pages read to . 
me and it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

(Signed) 
,;i tnessed: 

Special Agent F.B.I. 
Agent, F.B.I." 



i r "; 

I 

( 

RE: JOHN L. rz:'-1S, ET J~ 

A " .. 

Special "e'u,lO'" 
~t.:lted he did not have a 
cult to ,-0ak and understand Engli It 
was 1bvi,)cs frolii the interview toot 
investigation although he st2.tad no him not to furnish any informa-
tion or t.W.ked to him about the investigation. 

"Springfield, Ill. 
September 17, 1943 

"I, 
following • 
I know to be Speci.:.l ""cnts of 
force, t.hreats or proni3£S have been IUldc in obt<::ining this 
k;1 ... 'Y; th.cl t what I my s;.y my bfs used in a court of 1£." .. 

the 
whom 

No 
stat.enent and I 

"1 was born in 
i~ and I bccane a nil"UJ"'J_.lZ~'-' 
Sp~iGld, Ill. 

emmigrated to the U.S. 
the U.S. in~ in 

"I beca-:tc a nClilb0r of mS} in" and I rcroined l! member of mr. until 
1932 at which time I becane a l:ieob,-,~ PHA because tly 10cd Ul!:; union changed 
to P;~ .• 

"In ah Jut S~pt. 1941 SO!lC0ne t,old LlC that Elshoff bought Mine "A" fron 
Ryan. I thought at t.hat til'jc that liine "A" wv ld b0c,)J]j€l an un:; !!line be­
cause Minc "B" which was opcorated b:l' Elshoff wes mr:. 

"Before Elshoff bought Mine "J," the ncn were; satisfied with H!k. I 
th,JUeht PI'J. WaS a go0rl. union, but it made n,) difference to me wheth&r I was 
a nemb.:r vf m.r.7 or rw... 

"I did n()t hear anyone say th(;.t Hine ii,," c<JUld be operated through 
Kin.:: liB". 

"i. fOTI days 

"An did n,)t 
e152 went on at this 

bought Mine "h" I attE:nded a O£eting 01 
at tr.is I:lCeting that if t.1-re l!liners at 
Yluuld n0t be opened. I do not remember 

"I attended a J:lCetin;; at Elks Club all a Sunday in Scyt. 1941. _ 
_ was in charge: of this ra~()tin!: and told us that if we did not join l1!W, 
~I'" would be closed. I v)ted that day to join tOCi so t..'1at I could work 
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RE: JOHN L. IE.iTS, ET A1 

at l!ine n,,". I joined Ul!>Ltll:'t ~ reooob.r who 
spvke at this oeetin[; other t~ No one 
asked ne t·) join mi,;. I joined v"J.untarily. 

"e: 'id not attend 0r kn·oJF of any "ther oeetings between the t.iJne 
ElshJff b_c:.SlI0 lfine ",," an,l the; tue I joined UJ!.i. 

nI du nJt see arw diffc:rence in the c"nditions at)tine "A" under IDL. 
th= they were under P.Il.: .. 

"I ,;as enp1lyor: at Hine "i." in abuut _as a di::.ger and I 1m enploycd 
"t !line H,.;' at the present ti:::e. 

"It G,kcs n, diffc:rEOncc to nE. Wh:t:1('r I an a nenber of UY.i or P!1I •• 

"I hav.: hc .. l this sto,tcr;.cnt c'JDslsting Qf three pa~cs rca:! tc r.:; and 
it is true an:\ correct tc- the· best ·Jf IV kn:JWledgc. n 

. ~ ~ ..• -

/5/ 

Specin1 A.:cnt - F.B.I. 
i,,1 ;."cnt, F.B.I." 
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:lE. JOHN L. l.XiIS, ET AL. 

WE.B 

Special J>gOD't:Sj 

....... stated he did not have a 
and und:.rstr.nd English very well 

.. 

a very 

The follov;inr; signed statement was obtained from~ 

"Springfield, Ill. 
Septamber 18, 1943. 

"I ~~the 
follov.-ing vol an __ v,ham 
I know to be Special .I,cents of the of Investigation. No 
ferce, threatE, or promisss have been maGe in obtaining this statement and 
I know that what I =y say may be used in a court of law. 

ttl Was bcrr~ in 
"bout _ c.nd bee"",c a 
Peters~ Ill. 

emmigrated to the U.S. 
U.S. in,about _in 

"I was employed at Mine ".I." about _ and I 8I!l employed at 
at the present time as a digger.· 

"Someono told me in about Sept. 1941 that Elshofr bought Mine 
",;,.". I thcught •. t that time that Mine "A" would become an mr .. mino as 
Elshc·ff operated Mine "Il" as UlGi. 

"Before Elshoff bought 111ne uh" the employees were satisfied 
with PUi.. I thought PMA was a good union, but it made no difference to me 
whet~.er I vras a member of PlJJ.. or ill,;. 

"Someone told me that Elshoff would operate Mine "I .. " through 
Mine "B" an:: that Elshoi'f would. not operate 1Iino "1," unless the employees 
joined m:... I do not know who told me thi s. I dedidod to join UUii so that 
I CGuld work at kine "1." but it made no difference to me whether I was a 
member of U1:'.' or PlIU.. 

UI did not attond any moetings between the time E1shofi' bought 
lline "a" !Uld the time I joined m,r" in Sept. 1941. I do not know whether 
I had notice of such meetings or not. I took no interest in union activities. 

"Someone told me that if I wanted to work at l.!ine -a" I would 
h<.VE:> to join Ul.f.'i as J.:ine "h" Was ~ llL"il mine. I went to the Wii building 
and voluntarily joined Ul.f.I so that I could go to work at ).line "Aft in Sept. 
1941. 
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REI JOHN L. LE.rIS, ET J.L. 

·Conditions at 14ioo "AM have been the aa:me \Dlder WW as 
they were under PMA. 

-r find it difficult to speak and understand English, 
therefcre. I do not know what takes place between unions end I do not take 
eny int~r_st in union activities. No UMN organizers attempted to get me 
to join U'l-rt. 

"I hayC had this statement consisting of three pages read to me 
~nd it is true end correot to the best of my knOWledge. 

-hi tne s sed: 

Spoci~l ~ent. FBI. 
cial Lgcnt, F.B.I. 
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Re : JOHN 1. u;,as, ET Al • 

. was 
Py Special Agents 

..... stated he did not have a criminal rec:ord 
~b'.1t would not make a good witness as 

formation to offer. 

.'. ;. 
.-.... --- -'-,--

, 
/: .. '-;'.;. "'. ":: :.=- .' ... ,~-,- .• .' :" 

.' -: ... ::.. . -- .~: .' ,,-; ",,:: .' , ' . ..; , 

o • 

~urnished the 'following statement: 

"Springfield, lll. 

n I, 
the follOWing 
I know to be Special Agents of the Fp,rlPT'~ 

threats or promises have been made in obtaining 
what I may say may be used i:1 a court of law. 

"I was born 

September 16, 1943 

Sprin~ield lll. make 
and , whom 

st~gat~on. 0 force, 
this statement and I know that 

III was 
ment of l:ine ' 

employed at nne 'A' in about 1932 and remained in the employ­
I stopped working at ~e 'A' on account of 

JIt>' health. 

"I became a member a miners union, in_ 
in_and I joined U.~.W. in a remained a member of ~ 
until 1932 at which time I joined P. d from U.J.:.Yi. to P.M.A., be-
cause U.l:.'lI. wanted to cut the wage scale. no active part in the forma-
tion of P.~.A. I was not active in union activities and I have never held 
office in any union. 

"In about Sept. 1941 I read in the newspaper that E15HOFF bought 
Mine 'A' from RYAN. I thought at that time that ELSHOFF would make tine 'A' 
an U.l~.'i. mine as he changed l.:i11C 'B' from P.ll.A. to U.l!.W. It made no 
difference to me that ELSHOFF bought Mine 'A'. 

"Before ELSHOFF bought )line 'A' the employees of Kine 'A' "ere 
satisfied with P.U.A. I thought P.~.A. was a good union, being operated for its 
members, but it made no difference to me whether I was a member of P .LA. ar 
U.~.W. as both unions "ere alike. 

"No U.M. W. organizer attempted to get me to join U.l!.". 

"I heard a rumor from an unknown source that )!ine 'A' could be 
operated through tine 'B'. I thought at this time that lline 'A' would be 
operated through Mine 'B' if the employees of Mine 'A' did not join U.1i.W. I 
also heard from an unknown source that ELSHOFF "ould not operate Jl:ine 'A' un­
less the empl~ees of )line 'A' joined U.M.W. I decided at ~his time that I 
'Would join U.V..ii. if it "auld make it possible for me to Co back to work. 



,,' 

.-,' , 
" 

. ; .. .' . 
.... , .; ".' .•.. ~~ '.:' ::;..,-- . __ ~ ~.' .... _ :. ... ~ ...... ___ ._~ . ...;.,..;.:..:': .• ::'-. __ :J '~, ."~ .,".;...-:.... .:.:.._ .. 

Re : JOHN 1. U:-.. IS , ET AL • 

... 
() 
/ 

"I did not attend any meetings between the time 
ELSHOFF bought :Mine' A' and when J[:ine I A' started to 
operate in Sept. 1941. I heard that there were 
meetings at the P.M.A. hall, but I did not attend 

as I did not want to take an active part in the union and I would do a~thing 
majority of th~ members wished to do. I did not attend or know of the 
meeting at the Elks Club in Sept. 1941. 

"About two weeks after Uine 'A' opened in Sept. 1941 I returned to 
work and joined U.1:.II. that day, as I had heard that the employees of l.!ine 'A' 
voted to join D.1:.i';. I joined U.LW. to get a job at Mine 'A' and it made no 
difference to me "hether I worked under U.::.W. or P.LA. 

"Conditions under U .Lh'. at llir", 'A' were the same as they were 
under P .~.:.A. 

"I have had this statement consisting of three pages read to me 
~nd it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

(signed) 

Special Agent, F.B.I. 
ial Agent, F.B.I." 
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Re: JOIII L. LEi)1:S, ET AL. 

September 16, 1943. 
cord. Hc was unable 
not make a geod witness. 
information furnished by 

'(j 

re­
understand Er.glish very well and would 
refused to sign a statement as to the 

"'~, .. w:'" he could not read the statement. 

'-furnished information as set out in the following 
statement: 

"Sprir.gfield, III , 
September 16, 1943. 

11.1., 'p make the following and 
.-whom I know to be 0 

~ation~ ~o forc~, threats or prom1ses have been made in obtaining 
this statement and I know that what I may say may be used in a court 
of law. 

"I was born 
V. S. in _and J. became 
Springfie~ll. 

enmigrated to the 
U.S. in. in 

"I was employed at !line 'A' in about ~d I am at the pre­
sent time employed at ~e 'A~ as a digger. 

"1 joined lJMIi in _ Springfield, Ill .• and I remained a 
membe~ of UJ.j.. until 1932. I ~ed from VM.; to piJA in 19.32 because 
my local Vi.!.. union changed. I de not know why my local tl)£'i union changed. 

"I read in the newspaper in about Sept.1941 that Elshoff 
bought ~ne 'A'. At the time I read this I thought Elshoff would force 
Mine 'A' to become an Ule mine as he operated Mine 'B' as an tlYii mine. 

"The employees at 
time Elshoff bought the mine. 
opera ted for its members, but 
a member of PlJA or UJiilii. 

Mine 'A' were satisfied wit.'l PMA prior to 
I thought p~ was a good union being 

it made no difference to me whether I was 

the 

"I heard a rumor from an unknown source that Mine 'A' could be 
operated through l.iine 'B'. I thought at this time that if the employees 
<of Uirle 'A' did not join W" oOine 'A' would be closed and operated , 
Lhrough >.ine 'B I. I also heard from an unknown source that Elshoff 
would not open IUne 'A' ur.les5 the employees joir,sd 0»-. ;lhen I heard 
this I decided to join W; so that r could work at the mine. 

"A few days after Elshoff bought Mine 'A' someone told me that 
r'MA was to have a meeting at Pl4A hall. I attended this meeting, but I do 
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Re: JOW L. LEdS, ETAL. 

no\. Know wneil,. occurred at \he meeting a.s r find it 
difficult to understand English. I did not hear of 

(Con any other meetings at r1.A hall nor a meeting at 
Rednrul~ll On a Sunday in Sept. 1941 I attended 

a meeting at the E.lks Club. 'as in charge of this meeting. 
I voted at th:..s meeting to jaw;.., ecause all the others present voted 
to join lP..c" ar,d I Ylanted to keep my job at Jioine ').'. Edmundson of Ul.tl 
gave a talK at the end of the meeting. I do not know what was said at 
the meetir.g as .l could not understar.d what was said. I joined U!.!·' after 
the meeting, at the Elks Club. I did not go to the lJJ,L; building at the end 
of the mee ting. 

"Co"di tions at !.iir.e 'A I are the same under Ull.. as they were' 
under P .!.i.A. 

"I have had this statement consisting of three pages read to me 
ar,d it is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

".:itnessed :-

~efused to sign this statement because he finds 
it difficult to understand English and he could not understand why the in­
vestigatlon was being conducted. _ stated that the statement was 
correct; that no one at ..line flA" or elsewhere told him not to sign a state­
ment.) 

/13/ "gent FaI 

Special Agent, F.B.I." 
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;roo. .n-.,v J. 1 T;;;rs. ET Aj. 

~"'.L,,'V"'" was 17 r 
Special I!.f;ents 

'crks as a digiSer at Mine • 
to the U. S. in _and became a U. S. in 

,Illinois. He does ~peak or understand EnGlish very 
and would make an unsatisfactory witness. He advised he has never been 
arrest"d. 

furnished the followin,; signed statementa 

"Springfield, Ill. 
~ __ .a.. ,.., '0.1' 
..;>I;!JL-. J../, ~";14;; 

"I, 
fo11011 
I know to b" Speci"l A~'_nts 

the 
nhom 
make 

Spri~e 
an~ 

of Investieation. 
any kind. it Tlithout fGar of threat, forcc or promise of 

as a di g';c:r at 
to thc U.S. in 

",,". I was born in 
and became a U.S. c 

I 

a member of [MY in 
about_ In 

I started to work in liinc ftA", 
thu Progressive Union b~causc 

which UlW wanted to give us. ',/-:, did not "snt ':18 ruduction in VIa:," scale 
No ono forcpd or throatclll.)d m" in any \"lay. 

"In co:rly f"n of 1941 I read in th~ paper t)l!i!t nn sold Mine "A" 
to Elshoff. At a PV~ moetin~ ri;ht at that time, told us that 
RY •. ;J hD.d said Elshoff said if \Ie VI_nt Ul.~:, Elshoff woul op~n Mine "i," 
aoo if WL did not the coal could b~ hi:ulcd from Mine "]," thru )line "Bit. No 
One from UJ.!\"7 or tho COmpL.llY told us \I'e would havl. to join Ullii and no one 
forced or threatened m.:) in ano·· Ie/to join UM1:. I felt if I w"ntc:d to work 
9.t Mine It;," I would lwvu to join m,'I"I. It =de no difference to mc; if I .. as 
,Jih or UK.;, just 50 I could keep my job. 

"This first fir!. on Sunday, I be-
lieve Sept. 13,1941, I ~unt to a 
muetin~ at th~ Elks after the 
mcetin., I si.;ned up 1Jitb Ulcl'iI. Th(, comoi ttcc told us at this me'otint; that they 
had scen Elshoff "ho snid if "S would go UMl'I tho mine would open. ;r joined 
UHI7 bc.C(lUSC I .,i.<nt"d my job. Edmundson t:~kod to us and welcomed us to tJ)f,;. 

"I notice no diffcrvnc~ at L!inc "hit undor UMil or PI',,'. except Pill. could 
sr.;ttlc things with thl.,) commi ttcc, but UBi has to go to ru.i.....!llL.:T officials but 
I do not cm:e"hich I belonG to, just ao I work. 

545 
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:rtr; • J0HN L. LL:I". £or J.L 

"i. t the PI:;, DEletinG a. comi tt()e han been cppJintcd to 
sec Elsh,)ff un~ this cor.ni ttec V1C.S the -:me Tlhich 
rcpjrtcd at the PIli, [.lectin", which W:J.S held a.b ,ut a. 
woek later. 

"7:O's sbtc::Jcnt of un jXl;CS has been re<:.d t) nc tlni it is true und 

c.)rrc.:ct to th1.3 best )f;:;;{ knJ'Hlcd c. n 

U-.,-i tncsscd: -

/s/ 

Spcci::cl "ant, F.B.I. 
~pcciul ,. c.:f,t F.B.I." 
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HE: JOHN L. I,.E;";rS, ET AL. 

as a dig0er speak 
rEl'flr,~ ""bu." fc.irly well, but has a poor memory and therefore 

would not make a satisfactory witness. He advised he had never been &rreated. 

The following signed statement was obtained fram-. 

"Springfield, Ill. 
Sept. 18, 1943. 

"I, 
make the fol"u.,"",o 
whom I know to be Specic.l "'bents of the 
make it withcut fenr o~ threat, force or promise of any kind. 

"I was born in 
at Liine ".i." 0.8 an entrpan. 
I started at the hline "4", Springfield. 
L:ine ~.crkers of ""'erica Union. In 1932 
cause the majority of my local did. 

I am employed' 
mines when 

I then joined the United 
the Progressive Union be-

"1 did not, and I do not, care what Union I belong to. Ono i. 
just the same as the other to me, just so I have food for my children. 

"I read about Ryan selling ilino itA" to Elshoff in about Sept., 
1941. I didn't think very much about it. I went to two meetings at FNA 
hdqtrs, one at Redman Hall and one at the Elks Club. 

"The men at Mine "A" didn't S6em to talk much except they all 
wanted to work. At this first meeting they all wanted to know whether Mine 
"A" would open. So they sppointed a Committee to see Elshoff to aee If he 
was going to open Line "1,". 1 did not hear sny one say that Kine "A" would 
not open if we did not join ~. 

"At the second meeting at PUA hdqtrs, _ talked, but I cannot 
remember what he said or what else was said. 

"At the meeting in Redman Hall the men talked about going bao): 
to work, but I cannot remember much about that. I heard some talk about 
the company pulling coal from Mine "A" thru Mine "Bn. I do not remember 
anyone saying that Elshoff or anyone else said if we joined UUJ. he would 
open the ~ine "a". oonfused I cannot 
remember what I heard there W&8 
t~ be a meeting at 14, 1941, at 2.00 
o' clock, so I went. Ite voted then to join WiI and then EdmundsOZl talked. 
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RE. JOHN L. LEi.IS, ET AL. 

or he may have talked before we voted. I oannot 
remembe;", ~ for w.l'. and then lftIllt 

backto~ 
"Itdidn

tt 
make any difference to me whichuoio

n 
had control. 

and I still t.!:li't care. 
r.This statement of two pages has been read to me and it i8 true 

an1 correct to the best of my knowledge, 

io.1 "bent. FBI. 
Spec:.::1 i.r;ent, F.B.I. 
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RE, Jum; L. LEIns, ET J\.L. 

~
s rin field, Illinois, 

und on SeptOlnbor 
. ft., (" . ..,.., ~,., .... _" ...... 'An ,",a l-I"\'I'"T\ 

~.. ..... Q "" "' .... t' "J ...... ~. ~ .......... .,;v ..... 

Ho spanks und undcrstunG English we 
otory witness. Ho Ildvisod ho he,s novor boon c.rrostod. 

gevo the follOWing signod staton.;nt to .'gents I 

"Springfield, Ill. 
Scpt. 17. 1943. 

of cmy 

Spooiul • .gcnts 
mukc it without four of thrOllt, pr<:tliso 

nun ., t Uina " .. ". I \1n S born in 
I first wont to work in oonl ~inos 
I startod to work t.. t tho liino "i .. " 

In 1932 I joined tho Progrossivo Union boonuso tho rest 
ohanged to PWA und I WLntod to keop ny job. I would 

hJ.ve proforred to stay with W'!, but no ono foroed DO in uny wr,y to 
join Pl..L.i.fI 1: Wt ... s novor s=:..tisf'icd with PMi~ ~nd I o,lTroYB prQtoTToO tJH\1~ 

"In about Sept. of 1941 I read th"t RYJ.ll sold lline " •• " to 
WHOFF. I innediLltely faIt that wo would htJ.ve to join utM if TIC ~""Jltod 

te, w,rk nt Mine ".," boouuse ElS3JFF wc.s operating Mino "B" und thct was 
w.:;. No one fret:! IU1 0r the O'1>pruJy over told no I would hhve to join 
Obf, nor din they toll 1.1e thut lUno "J." would not opon oxoept under 
m·1. 

"But tho Don who wurkod Lot Mbe " .. " tLclkcd "00 they st.id 
!:LSHOFF would not open " .. " unless the nen wont m.t. I ulso honrd tulle 
that if ft •• n Bid n.Jt go mS,1, thoy would not opon "i." und would pull 
oolll frcn "",," thru Uina "B". 

"1 never huvo hold un ottioe in uny union und I ""s uot 
interostod in union uotivitios •• .ttor I re~.d tn.t EISHIFF bought l!1no 
"A" =d until tho Mino ".," opened in ubout Sept. of 1941, 1 only lot­
tended one mooting of any kind - und thc.t was ut tho Elk's Club. 
SOI!le of tpe non told ce c.bout this necting 11.00 thoy told no if wo ""uld 
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REI JOHN L. LE'ITS, 1iIT .<1-. 

" •• t this nocting I rio not rOflouber Imy 
one 'Wlll:1ng, exoept tho nun s:..ying t!lc.t 

Mine "~I.. n would n:1t opon unloss the r.cn joined W.l~ ThJrQ ",,"6 a vote Lnd 

the mcn vv"\;)j tu (;O W;I. ED!IDlfOO0!! tL;lk0J after tho voto Lnd welomod 
tho men. I then signod up with UI.f:l, (.nd thon wont hcr>a. 

"I Drefar workin.e: out at "l," n nO\{ Imdor tIl.f1 thtln I di~ undor . -
1'M;.. I profer W:I over P!,I. •• 

This statement cf' two p"gOB hLOS boon rond to IilO and it i& 
true nnrt curroot tc tho best ~f ny knwwlodgc. 

" iitncssj 

1 .'Cont. F.B.I. 
Spccill .o>{;U!1t, F.B.I." 
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Ri:: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 

Ken who .... ere PMA miners at lI.ine "Aft in April 1941, but 1Iho are 
now deceased: 

CHECK, JOSEPH NICHOLAS 
DJJ;rELS. F!IL!PO 
DERvY, GEORGE 
FLA)'INI, CJNCETTO 
GYER, HARVEY SYLVESTER 
HANKLEY, WALTER GUY 
KOZAK, JOHN KAN'1'Y 

lILAKER, BERT JOSEPH, JR. 
MlJL:;"EN, HARRY HENRY 
NORTON, JOHN 7lILLIAlI 
PALm!:BO, JOE 
RITZ, RUDOLPH 
STRAUS, WILLIAlI 
WALUNTUS, TONY 

The followi.ng men, who .... ere PMA miners at ),\ine "Aft in April 1941. 
have previously been inter~.i.ewed, ina.smuch as they were also P!&A miner! at 
Mine "Bn in li.a.y 1937: 

Investigation failed 
.... ere p~ miners at Mine "Aft in 
ity of Springfield. Illinois: 

' .. 
.. ~~~r~,:_ . 

. . 
, . 
" 

to indicate tr~t the following persons who 
April 1941, are presently located in the vicin-

~ 

~ 
, / 

651 

L,F 
/ 

r 



-. 

j 
.:r 

0. 

... 

. ;. ... ~ .. .• ' " ;: ...... !<:,.:-+ ••.....• :- .- . 

(' 
" 

HE : JOHN L. L:&II S, ET AL 

The following persons who were PMA miners at Kine "Aft in April 
1941, advised upon interview that they had neTer returned to work at Kine "A" 
after April 1941, and consequently had no information concerning the .-itoh 
in union affiliations by the mine employees: 

, 
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RE , JOHN L. LEl/II S, zr AL 

REVIE-~ OF IUINOIS STATE REGISTER AND 
ILLINOIS ST':'TE JOURNi-.L llE ISPAPERS OF SPRINGFIliUI, ruINOIS 
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RE. JOHN L. L&'iIS, ET AL 

REVIEof OF lLLINOIS STATE REGISTER AlIIl 
ILLINOIS STATE JOURNAL NE<{SPAPERS OF SPRINGFIELD, n.UNOIS 

A revi,,,,, of the Illinois State Register over the pertinent 
'.,vi th ·.-rhich this inve6~cerfied ViaS m&.de by Spacial Agents 
__ ""d __ Pertineat information obtained 
~t out &5 follows. 

Date of 
Ne-.rspaper 

1932 
"7-2 

7-7 

7-11 

7-12 

7-13 

7-14 

7-15 

7-17 

7-18 

7-20 

7-23 

Location of Article 
in W"",sp"per Informa tion 

.p.l, c. 7 No ~ediate accord on mine scale likely 
bet';reen Illinois ooal miners and operators. 

Be "dlines 

p.l,c.l 

p.l, c.l 

p.l,c.2&3 

p. I, c. 1 

p.3,c.4 

Headlines 

p.l.c.3 

p. 1, c. 7 & 8 

Headlines 

Agree to report on mine Icale. Agretlllent 
reported reached; scale expected to be con­
siderably higher than previous offer of $4. 

Miners vote Saturday on wage scale; senti­
ment appears divided. 

Protest $5.00 mine scale referendum. South­
ern Illinois miners protesting. 

St"te union officials reject demand that _ge 
scale vote ba sat aBide; speeches against 
the wage agreement. 

Mine chief asks vote for scale. JOHN H. 
·,"l.LKER urge. member to vote ~yes~. 

500 locals to participate in mine wage vote. 

Local miners reject scale. 
ing in whoe state, in iome 
as 4 to I against. 

Opposition lead-
..1.1 ..... _t ............ _ _ ~ .... J.. 
u. ... I:iii ... , .,",,\le CLO .u&.\., ..... ~ 

Tellers here for count of Miners' vote. De­
feat of seale aamitted. 

Miners final vote shows 25,792 against wage 
pact to 12,124; 40,00 union minera. 

Renew efforts for mine pact. LEnS made 
member of committee. 

(. p. -- page; c. -- column) 
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RE : JOlIN L. L:&ns, ET AL 

Date of 
NewsJlEl:per 

1932 
7-24 

7-25 

7-26 

8-1 

8-2 

8-4 

8-7 

8-B 

8-9 

Location of Artic1e 
in Newspaper Information 

p.l, c. 7 &: 8 loIining agreement nearer as State and Inter .. 
nationAl officers work in hrrmony. 

Headlines Operators offer new proposal. Number of ob­
jeotionable features elUninated. LE~IS Bees 
hope for a settlement. 

pll, c. 5 &: 6 

p.2, c.l 

p. I, c. 5 

p.I,c.3 

p. 1"c. 7 

Het.dlines 

p. 1. c. 1 

p. 1, o. 1 

Vote next week on new mine pact. No change 
made in ~age scale of ~5.00. Miners say 
~5.00 if '. slow starvation". 

Local miners to meet here on wage pact. JOHN 
R. WALKER stoned from platform at Jo}mston 
City on previous Saturday. 

LE~IS urges appro~l of wage scale, saying 
no better agreement oan be obtained. 300 dep­
uties needed to curb radicals at meeting. 

Claim outlook for mine pact much brighter. 
WALKER and LB..1S campaigning. "IALXER at 
Taylorville, Illinois 8-3-32 -- "save the 
miner~ union of Illinois from destruotion 
by voting for the proposed scale". 

WALKER mails i'iIlE\1 plea to 40,000 miners. 
Protest meeting at Benld. 

Miners again reject vrege scale. lIB out ot 
240 locals show the count to be 17,26B a­
g~inBt and 13,429 for Le~s local rejects. 

Union hends cl nUn BCe,le is approved. A. T. 
PACE, International Auditor, gives 223 majority 
in favor of the #5.00 wage. DAN McGILL loenl 
921 of Springfield said, "The propoBition 
'.70n't oarry by correct vote". Tabulated vote 
14,705 for, 19,510 against. 

Mine vote tubulation is started. Three 
"wr.tchers" allowed. 
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RE: JOHN L. LEinS, ET AI.. 

Date ot 
Newspaper 

1932 
a:ro 

8-11 

8-12 

8-13 

8-14 

8-15 

8-16 

8-18 

Location of Article 
in Newspaper Infonnatlon 

H" .. dlines 

Hee.dlines 

Headlines 

p.l.e.l 

p. 1. e. 5 &: 6 

p.l,c.6 

p. I, c. 2 &: 3 

p. 1, c. 2 & 3 

Wage Scale Signed 8-10-32. Kine tally sheets 
dieappear. Tellers say they were robbed while 
miners cry ~hoax"; more than 200 election re­
sult allps and tabulations disappeared. Tell­
ers BLACKloIAN c.nd GEE claimed that they were 
robbed in an alley back of tha Ridgely_Farmers 
State Bank where records were placed for safe­
keeping. DhN McGILL, a watcher, claima teller. 
handed pAckage to an auto on Sixth Street, At 
the time of the theft the "NO" votes were lead­
ing by a big majority. 

)/p.ny Kines Prepare to Reopen. Wage scnle 
signed o.s an "emergency measure", 1,215 ready 
to work in Springfield. . . 
LE~S ~cts to squelch disorder; threatens 
miners who won't work; 10s8 of rights as union 
mEnbers. 

Uiners here idle; defy Ln-nS' order. Protest 
meeting at Reservei!'. Park; not enough miners 
appeared; picket in evidence. 

Springfield miners vote sub-district on "strike" 
at mass meeting in park. Allegntion that a 
high union official drove the ~r that the tell­
ers sheets were given to. Big protest meeting 
at Benld. 

Guard roads to halt invasion of mine area. 
1200 special deputies sworn in to prevent 
"march on Taylorville". 22 mines working at 
new wage scale •. 

Miners to prepare plans for future at mass 
!!leeting. Meeting at Reservoir Park. Batimate 
27,000 miners back at work. 

Striking miners convene at Tovey; troop. hel~ 
in readiness for hurry c&ll. 6 airplanes in 
re~.dine8s. About 400 cars of millers unarmed. 
JOHN L. LEnS r~volced ch •. rters of loca}_ 790 
and 4069 at Zeigler • 
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RE: JOBN L. 1.»'18, ET AI. 

Date ot 
Vewspaper 

1932 
8-l9 

8-20 

8-22 

Location of Article 
in Newspe.per Information 

p. I, c. 2 & 3 Striking miners map plans to close pits in. 

p. I, c. 4 

p. I, c. 4 & 5 

Southern IlUnoh. Kiners closed all minea 
in Tayloryille. Dan KcGill of Springfield 
one of the leaders. 10 bloodshed. About 
15,000 picketers. 

Welker says Strikers in -dual aOTe". Walker 
acores movement and leadors. 

Ono dead, severel 
all quiot in this 
machino gun fire. 
st"nd Btill. 

hurt in Illinoia mine clash, 
area. Kiner. dbperae4 with 
Taylorville mines at a 

8-24 Sub-headline lI:iners march on Southern Illinois, 2600 -
3000 fram Springfield. Stopped by sheriff 
at SwanWick, Illinois. Carl H. Elshoff of 
lI:ino B Coel Co. is one or 4 signera to state­
ment that miners would be bettor off if they 
would return to work under the new scale. The 
signers were local coal operators 0.11 idle. 

8-25 Rendlines, c.7 & 8 Minors le!lVD scene of attack. Minars repulsed 

8-26 p.l,c.5&6 

8-28 Headlines 

8-29 p. I, c. 7 a: 8 

by Franklin County sheriff, 12 seriously in­
jurod, about 20 brused. Miners denounce ac­
tion of doputies. Miners roturning to their 
homos. 

32 mine strike leaders indicted at Taylorville 
on ch11rges of rioting. DAN McGILL of Spring­
field one of thoe indicted. Kiners planning 
new invasion of mining fields. 

Kiners mny aot to curb LllYiIS, suy he violated 
permanent injunction to provent his interfer­
onCe with Illinois affairs. 2-13-31 injunc­
tion reatraining LEWIS fram interferenoe with 
District 12 offici~18 in the performnnoe of 
their duties. 

Springfield miners moet Tuesday to pick dele­
gatos to statewise conference. Figures .how 
new net wage to be .1.67 under '5.00 wage. 
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RE. JOB!! L. LEofIS, ET .AL 

Dute of 
Newspaper 

1932 

6-30 

9-1 

9-3 

9-4 

9-5 

Locution of Article 
in Nowspuper Infoi"mll tion 

p. 1. c 7 & 8 

Hondline 

p. 1, c. Z oS: :5 

p. 1, 0 Z 8: l5 

p. l, c. Z 8: :5 

p. 1, c. Z 

Local stri~.ng minera name delogntos to sta.te 
conforence on situation. 

~iner8 condemn union lendersl meet a.t Gilles­
piol ouster of stateofficlo.ls Bought. Three 
delegll.tes by eaoh of 200 state locals. 

New miners' union to a.sk operators to sign tor 
work et old 8cale. New union f~rmed a.t Gi11es-
pic Friday, 9~2~82, Progressive Minors of imer­
icu -- CLAUDE PEf<RCR. President; T. J. JONES, 
Vice-President I WILLIlJ>l KECK, Secretary-Treae­
urer. 

Officiels of UUW indioted on counts ota 
1. rsfuB",l to lldhero to mnjori ty decision of 

membership. 
2. refuse.l to cc.rry out tho mandates of the 

district convention. 
3. ~iscriminnti~n v. foreign born ~ambors of 

our union. 
4. The outright robbery of referendum vote on 

wago sellle. 
5. Use of gnngstors, police. sheriffs, state 

highwny pu trolDen. r..nd 1111 "goneies of 
force nnd oppression in ~urdaring nnd ter­
rorizing lo),!:,l DO!:lbers of mnv of A. 

New unirm to neat in Octoberl LE:i/IS throntens 
menhars with expulsion. N~ unicn wants con­
trnct on old tS.10 wage sonlo. Election of 
pCMnnant officers and writing of constitt.ltion tc 
be October :5. 

Hinors draft progr~ for pit contracts, enceur­
a~ed by prospects of 8i~ing loc~l mine on old 
scale.- New orgllnizat1en alleged to ~prl.e 
90% of the Illinois minera. 
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Date cf 
Ncwspc.per 

1932 
9-7 

9-13 

9-19 

9-20 

9-21 

9-26 

10-4 

· .' . ~'. _. 

( 

Locc.ticn of Article 
in N~wspuper Infornntion 

p. 1, c. 6 Springfield mine ownors buck UMWA; 6 caQpnnies 
Zl. 'oines, '.0,000 workers. -,j. M. RYJIN. Central 
Illinois Coal Ce ., CkBL H. ELSHOFF. Mine "B" 
Con1 C0 •• tyro ~f the sioacrs, will give -no 
c~nsidernti-nflto PYA. 14 nines sign up with ~-

p. 1. c. 6 Expect 0.11 fer UMW ~tinc 8~cn. Regulnr elec­
tic.n of LIstrict 12. Purpcse of new union to 
got o.wo.y frao JOHN L. LD"lIB and WALKER. 

p.l.c.l 

p. 1, e. 7 & 8 

p.l,c.2 

p. 1, e. 2 

p. 3, c. 1 

Headlines 

p. I, c. 7 & 8 

Chnrtcrs of five locnls are rovnked, steps 
t~k&n to reopon Springfield o.ines. No. 2403 
Mine "B" Cod Co. Officers s CHhRLES BOHANNON, 
Pr8sidcnt, EL1lER P(}:'l]LL, Vice-Presidentl JOHN 
J. KEELY. Rocnrding 50crote.ryl ANTUN J. PLOTeR, 
Trc~surer. (2 of those were noong tho 12 dis­
nissad). 

Progrc-s~i vo IlinGrs plt.nning fight ngai.'lst LEifI£, 
c.ctbn in revoking loc:.l cho.rters. (Note) 
j.NTON J. PLOTCH resigned his new effice (ab0ve) 
even befero he c.cocptod it. 

St"te tncps rest?re quiet in Tnylorville, 
Taylcrville banbing. 

300 picketers ferce Lincoln mine to close. 
JOHN L. LEnS rove ked fi ve l:It"re charters. 

Lincoln mine to hoist coal at lower wage. P.MA 
picketers leave. 

cdlTH denies riot killing. St~te seeks eye 
witnesses I launch probe as 2S oen are held in 
prison. Dl:N McGILL sh<ct in lert leg. 9 casu­
alties in nlll one policacnn killed. McGILL 
b1~_mes LD'Il:S men for start of ri-.t. PMA were 
picketing meeting of UlIIV. 

ProGrossives begin work ~n new nine wnGe scnlol 
dolob~ti0ns appear split. 95 locnl~ roprooent­
ing 29,982. 
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RE. JOHN L. LEt/IS. ~ AI. 

Date of 
News pu por 

1932 
10-7 

10-8 

10-9 

10-10 

10-11 

10-12 

10-13 

10-17 

10-24 

ll-ll 

11-14 

Location ~f Article 
in Newsropcr Inforrmtion 

Haadlines 

p. 1, c.. 1-

p.1,c.3 

p.1,c.l 

p. 1. c. 1 

.,. 1. c. 4 

p.l,c.3 

".l,c.4 

p. 3, c. 5 &: 6 

~.1,c.8 

Dolo.y Mine Uni"n Recogni tio~. Scales Ilre 
thEl BIlI:lO as WY. 

PlJI, near end of its ccnvantion. Bnsic _ge 
sca10 *S.OO and to.68 per ton fer hand londers. 
Constituti~n cOQplotcd. 

o-f'cr"t~rs to noet Pll/J. todny. 'V(ork lcOl:ls for 
Diners in vicinity. ". M. RYAll of Citizens 
Mine T'l,~ e::l:-,lcying 320 lJen. to neet. No def­
inite stops taken by Mine -B" Co~l Co. 

1,000 niners buck to work in pits here. S 
P'Ulther Creok !:lines at work under an ngreCl:lent 
with PliA. No{;otintions between CARL H. PLSROFF 
of Mine "B". c.nd ',,".11. RYLN of Centrr.1 Illineic 
C"o,l C~. m;;o "A" broken off. 

Third fitn horo siens with PMA. llinc "B" still 
negotiatinE with union for operation. Mine "A~ 
. :lLLIi£ lIe RYAN signod last night. 

Sprincfield coal prices are reduced as result 
:of nine _ge scala. 

Mine "8" signs contract with Progrossives. 
1.J 1 independent opor .. tors in S;,ringfiold are 
nClW at work with the new union. 2,000 miners 
enployed in ~11. is.oo scale. To start Fridny. 

Find autJ riddled by .38 cnliber bulletsl cnr 
bolieved tc be that of PAT ANSBOURY, PI4A lender. 

N&nr riot stnrts as 1»JA man ntte.m~t to ~re5ent 
c,,-so to Franklin county ninors. mn1JNl)SON and 
UMS break it up with fist f1bht. 

First mine pay day to be Saturday I first lince 
A.lril -- incl udes - Mine -B". -
PMi. secks -writ to porni t unbn ncetinr; a1l TnY"" 
l"rvillc. Sheriff rod =de tru>1 = "poeln.l 
do~uties to stop the DOotin~. 
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RE. JOHN L. LEons. ET AL 

Dato "f 
Ncws:x> :oer 

t • 

1932 
11-18 

12-15 

12-17 

1937 
4=6 

4-7 

4-19 

4-28 

5-2 

5-12-37 

Locaticn c,f Article 
in Newspaper Inforoation 

p.1,e.S 

p. 1. e. 4 

Heaclinos 

Headlines 

Headlines 

p.l,c.4 

p.l,e.6 

",. 3, e. 1 

p.l,c.3 

McGILL PJ:l-.nG DOll eeized by "f1'icere for pickot­
ing C:->ro. tlinc. 

P ,i.RCY, KECK unop"osod in PI::A vr,tinG' 
GTe s si vo lliner - GERRY ULlJll). edi t'Jr. 
executi ves: LESTER DOUGLL.B. Dill' llcGILL 
i. J. ROBERTS. 

"ho­
Loenl 
and 

Vanduls Elast C & I ~ brid!e spun in ~one 
patro~lea during Dino strife. 

PllI. on Strike c. t Mine "B". Seek -Cos on IJnr 
with United Dan. $5.50 wns $0.50 n d~y under 
new c~ntract 01' UJji, $6.00. BLSHOFF <!isplnyed 
~n a?reeDen~ signed l&st weok by ~ official' 
for ~5.50 and Qr<!orod tho Den to tho pits. pond­
ing the signing 11' a new oontre.ct. 

PM!. Diners b~ck to work ~t "B" shaft ~fter one 
dr,y strike on ;-ramise thnt new e -.ntc.ct with cnal 
c::)Qr~t"rB shllll be rotroncti ve t", April 1. 

Mino :'!WIlers Doet uu.V for new pnot. tJ),!W delivers 
bitter nttnck on Progressivos nt meeting. 

R",c.ch accerd r.n mine ""'go for III ineis I tona­
tively ~6.00 nnd tiDe and ene-hIllf for over­
tio.e 

Miners got ~5.000.000 wnCe boost. Gnin ~.50 
dn.ily "n 1IIt.C;O Bcnle. NOTE: B"th PM/, nnd UBI 
got this Bcnh. Rl,Y IDI.!UNDSON honds U!£'i. JOE 
OZlJnC hena. P'.!l.. Old ngreooont of $5.50 elt­
pirod lJarch 31 • 

Progressivcs tc bn.llot r.n j0inin~ 4. F. of L. 
OZl,NIC predicted n voto would bo hir;h1y in 
favor of joining. PUA cl~iDs 160 lo~lB With 
Co Denbershi:> of 35.000. 

Nnthing ab0ut strike nt Mino WBft. 
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RE, JOHN L. LEH1S, ET lJ, 

Date (·f 
Ncwspnper 

' .. ~- -~-~-' 

1937 
5-z'8 

5-29 

6-4 

6-17 

7-10 

7-16 

7-17 

7-19 

Locnticn of Article 
in Ncwsptl"or Infomation 

p. I, c. 7 8: 8 

p. 1, c. 6 & 7 

He~i.~.l ines 

p.2,c.l 

p. 1 Hendline s 

p. 2, c. 1 

p. I, o. 8 

".1,0.3 

p.1,c.4 

?r~gressive minors granted'Federnti~n of ~.bor 
cMrter. Dictrict 12, tmW c·f A to be ousted. 

ProGressives givon J •• F. of L. oharterl will 
sttlrt drive af>"inst LEiHS in Illin<:'is. PW. 
expects to becaoe sale bargaining agent for all 
Illinois miners. 

Unitod ;.Ioners quit Federntian. EDWNDSON 1I'i th­
drrcws b~' letter. 

OZ:,NIC donios statac.onts r.f United lIinersl de­
clp-res ?rogressives sale bnrf;nining a.gency in 
Illinds. The Associated Press of 6-16 report"" 
n nir.e acroement signed by committees of the 
C,,·,l CJ:>orc.tors AssociDti~n and District 12 of 
lillil ~r A. 2 yonr contraot. 

Wi[ of A lhurd to Expoll GREEN, for !7allting 
a charter to PUff. 

PM! local is o~posod to ~l of A moct. States 
in last five' years more than 20 l:l9!:lbers of PMtl 
haw either been ahot or their h."",o8 b:cbed 
R.na BAY EDllONDSOll's am is to destroy PMA. 

Set date for PW. protest. Ilntional Bit=inouB 
ConI Caonission tc hear ?otition of 7-22 of 
?Uh that it rnthor than Ut~ ropresonts the 
najnrity of workers in Illin0iB cocl tields. 

PMA nirs futuro of Leenl iiI who wanted to neot 
with tMY. 

hivnl nining unions before Federal b~rd for the 
right to represent miners of Illinois. PMA 
cla~ 27,000 members. 

Progressives get orders to stop working. PMA 
and o?6rntors disagroe on contrnct, aejourn 
c0nference. Two I:lnjor mines closed in S;,>rinE;­
fiold, the rest, probably including Kine "B-, 
~roviously closed tor ropnira and uwunl ~er 
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RE, JOHN L. Ll!l<il S. ET AL 

Jc. tE> 'Of 
Nc.wspa.j(or 

1937 

8-1 

8-5 

8-7 

8-8 

8-9 

8-9 

8-10 

Loceti-n of Article 
in Nows jJD. per Infel"Dlltion 

p.3.c.5 

p. 5, c. 1 

p.2,c.4 

Hendlines 

p.l,c.5 

r· 1 ,c.3 

(ccnt'd) l~yoff. Sc~le conferenco betwoen 
F~ and Co~l Prcducers Associnti~n of Illinois 
adjourned. In conference since Feb. to repl~c0 
contrnct expiring 3-31-37. Ar~ont over a 
7t hour day which UllII ho.d ngreed to. also an 
extr~ 7 h;,ur shirt. 

Mine owners will operate indi vidu"llYI FIlA 
authorizes tontntive working ~grooments. 

55 c~2~nies in tent~tive ~~ pacts. Centr~l 
Illinois Co~l Co. 342 non. OZANIC s~ys prac­
tic~lly nIl nines to ojJD.rato by end of week. 

Joint niners' ;>nrlcy cnllod by EDWNDSON. tll\W 
and i'MA 111. , 
?r8Grcssive Miner Slnin In Auto. Bh~t ns autos 
neot on f.cuto 66. Ci,Rt, ELSHCFF. "perntor "f 
Mine "B" Conl C". snid thl'.t he rocnlls STUFF'Ll::­
BEi.M (tho kill ec! mnn) ns an =;;loyeQ of his min~ . 
which ~~s been closed c!~wn fer sovernl weeks. 
SCHN'::IDER in cnr with victim; two :;:uns nlso 
fnund in victin's car. 

Minor blr..mos unL·n tr0uble fpr ~400 firOJ €~rr.gc 
~t h~no of A. J. Y-LOTCH burned. Bl~es mine 
tr~uble. PLOTCH wes one of a grnup of 13 men 
recently expelled fro~ the FMh ~n charges ~re­
judicial to the ~ctivities of tho uni·~n. "hile 
tho nature cf the cherGos WP.S never onde of­
ficial it is underBt~od that ~ners charged 
rLOTCn with endeavorin~ to influenco Progress­
iVDs 0J)l;,1oyed at Mino B" tc switch '>vcr to Uliil. 

Bl'~o union ennity for ~n's da~th. Boliet is 
that GLENN STUFFLEBEf~'s killers wore Dut to 
get SCHNEIDER. Several shrts tirod into ED­
lIUNDSON's h=. 1146 "ost Lawrance Ave •• 6-6-36. 

SCHNEBER and UJO:JY to 1'(.00 nrns cmrceB. Gun" 
in those cnrs were sent to N~rthwestorn Or-u." 
Lc,borc.tt>ry t" check ~gc.inst slUGS tired into • 
~lUlPtoN 's ho~e. SCBN'i'r;>ml •. ot"t;-:. cb .J. tor PllA. I 
lDODY. s;:>od.nl ~"" .. +.ibl1tor r~r truil". He _s o.c­
cusot of the nbovo sh')oting. 

- 663 -

. , 



; ~. 

........ 

l " o 
REI JOHI! L. LEiiIS. !:T .A.L 

,L,ntc of 
1~ l .. rVTS ;.~. ~)Ur 

L~cntion of Article 
in Nows~!lper Infornation 

1937 
8-IT llo,,:!lines 

8-12 ? 3, c. 5 II: 6 

8-14 p. 2, c. 1 

8-19 p.l,c.2 

8-21 ?l,c.3 

8-22 p.l,c.211:3 

8-2B ~.1.c.4&5 

9-6 Hca.dlines 

...••• ,.> '" .......--- •• ~.:.~- •. '- -, ,'" ... ~ • ,-

United Minors Clnm Idino "B". ED1!IJlI:JSON'A 
cldn f"lso, OZANIC S(cys. P..iVlO.l unions debnto 
stc.tus of aSlKiFF oino which ros been closed 
c:'.nwn f~r Bover"l weeks. E:.1.lIJNDSOll clnine :cdnUr'l 
not l~ st week nnd peti ti on ad UlJI1 for n chltrter. 
1. d=nd nnde upon tho coo.l c:m?C-DY for 0. con­
trc.ct. OZlJ:IC snys c. delibernte lie. 98% of 
men FMA; 357 non sicned u petition desicnatinb 
i'Mb.. 

Rive,l ::line lec.ders lay clains to mr.jority of 
ncnbers in 1iine "B" 10cRl. 450 men at Idine. 
FM/. cbined ?et1tbn with 413 =8S; L~co.l 11'54 
OM'I clained ?etition with 357 namos. 

Inti~idati-n is chr.rgcd by PMk niners. 
sln.yers of GLENN STUFFLEBE:.M bebrouf:ht 
justice. . 

Denanc:. 
to 

Mino B Hond sie;ns vri th tho UIJl1. C~ntr!\ct siEne'f, 
in ChicaGo 8-18. J.l1 IDi:,loyees w~rkinE for the 
c=:onny on the lnst dny of oporoti:·n will be 
pcrnitt~c·to roturn to work on the next regulnr 
dCly c·f o~ernti:'n without disciniru>. ti cn or "on-
0.1 ty. mr • .- 10, cnl .'1469. 

MC'JILL suos lDMUll:)SOll for ~50 ,000 clmrt;in~ 
slnn~cr2us stc,tonants. Article published 7-
25-37 in "Tho Co(\1 "ie;:;or", chiul1ng ~ 
B·'Jo.rd ~cnbcr GX?~Bcd. 

County officinl B =y D.sk Gr.vcrnor IliIlNER st,'? 
rc~;>cninc :Jf Mine "B" "cti~n to i1revont bl:.od­
shed. 

i'rcc;rossive I;\irers and Oi)OTlltoTS sic;n contract 
f~r ~6.00 b&sio a~ily ~y. with Illinoie Coal 
Produoers J.ssocio.ti:'n, retrollcti va to April 1, 
1937. 
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jjr.tc of 
NewStnl,er 

1937 
9-7 

9-10 

9-12 

9-16 

9-17 

9-20 

9-21 

9-24 

9-25 

( 

Locnti0n of Article 
i~ N"!,,s-,-J/l~~ ___________ I:::;nf~r;;.;c=~a~t.::;i:;:o:;;n:!... _____ _ 

p.2,c.3 

~.5,c.5 

p. 2, c. 3 & 4 

p.l.c.7 

p.2,c.l 

p.2.c.Z&3 

r;o.2,c.4 

p. 4, c. 1 

p. 1 Hee.dl ines 

Ei;MUN::lS' N says >line reuni 1m 1s on tho way. 

J. L. LEonS visits in city. 

?rc.gressivc lJiners chs.rced with bccbings will 
ent~r net ruil ty pleas on lbndny. 39 man 
charced with bombinG of railroad between 1932 
and 1935 during cine union warfare. 

rMA votes 4 to 1 fer contract; extends to 
3-31-39. 

Kine "AM will reopen with 325 workers. Central 
Illincis Uininc Co. "A" o2ens nfter four manths 
idleness.'f. R. RYAN owner. PMA will work min9. 

:Ea!U18S0N socs !KRNER 
inC of ELSIICFF !:lino. 
sent the I:l&jerity. 

to toll Wf stand on 0 pen­
~1J1JNJSON c19. ins to ropro-

Prozrossi vos-!I:RNl!:R te.lk 
juris'.iction at Mine "B". 
will in!; to. Co before NLRB 

mine dispute, discuss 
~ st~te they nre 

fer n vote on onjority, 

ELSIlDFF says Mine "B" will reopen soon; UDL\ble 
to Civo date of openine; er what uni~n will be 
EII:l;) 10 you • 

U. S. to Settle Mine "B" C~nflict. Trouble 
flQros at clGsed nine. Two IDJ,1 oiners arrested. 
J(8E?E lILBl.NESE nnd _ CldINIC ~AS~UALE. OSCAR 
F.hLCETTl. !:line superintendent said that he wus­
n't caine tc do e.nythin& ab:ut it because he 
c'idn't wunt to get mixed up in-the fight. Both 
-:-f the abcve men had a .38 aut=tic. CHARLES 
B0El,NlICN held for inwstig:ati'>n in connectiC'D 
with the shaotinc of AN:;RD'i SU8INSKAS nnd hi • 
.... ife Tuesday (evidently 9-21-37). Actual shoot­
er wns h.N>:REli SKRLEVlCUS. 

9-26 p. 2. c. 4 United lliners pest b~nds of ~5.000. freed. 
C~~rbed with cnrryinc conceQled wc,,~onB. 
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hEt J0HN L. LEiiIS. ET .I\L • 

uatc ot 
Ncws,·r.;ocr 

1937 
9-26 

9-27 

9 ... 28 

9-29 

9-30 

10-11 

10-15 

10-25 

10-26 

Location of l.rticle 
in New.pc j'or Intomntion 

p. I, c. 6 & 7 

".1,0.1&2 

;0. 2, c. 1 

Hoe.c.1 ines, . . 1 

p. 2 , c. 1 

?_ 1, c. 5 to 6 

JlLRIl o.nnounces hoarinr; betweon F14A and lDfK 
for Octobor 6, 1937. 

IDIW stf\rts c1 eClnup of )lino -Bft. -.uet rule8 
ClS 300 ?MA mer.lbers _tch 13 men nf tJlU( start 
clofl.ninr- u~. Tho mine has a contract with UM~ 
o.nd CJ.li ELSH..··FF, l-rcs1dent of lUne -Bft Coal 
Co. saie tocuy more men will be an?loyod a8 the 
wrrk of clenninc u~ tho mine procrossos. fro­
gressive ninors who rej'0rtcd 10r work worc told 
there w:.s no. work t'ldClY. McGILL sClid. Tho men 
left tho nine at once. MinCl closed (;,12. Deth 
unbns clnm =jority. NLRt hoo.rinc Oct. e. 

300 >'1.:1> piok<:rl:e"s prevent UIlI frOl:l :<:>inb into 
Uino "B" lone o.rrLsted. 12 I:lOl:lbers of Wi try· 
in ~ t~ c1oo.n u? nino'. 

24 hour picketinc startod 
at reopenine. ?MA Bt~tec. 
wo Cet our jcbs back". 

at lline "Bft to mIt 
" we'll stay here until. 

A. F. of L. b~cks FMA ncninst LEffIS. 

llo. s S meotins schodulod at lIino "Bft SundCly to 
aequnint public with facts. 

&'SlL:.FF testifies <>n mine business "s hoarinc 
0;'Ons on dis;>ute over Illcr.lbers. 22% enloe nut­
sido !Jf statu. CIlti..l.'I1LES E. t'ERSCNS is the trial 
exoninor. ilispute bOgM when ELSR:FF sic;ned a 
W"rkine o.grefDent 0n 8-18-37 with m.-'7. ?1cketvc. 
sinco 9-28 by ;:m. 

p. 1, c. 2,3 ~ 4 :-;.N loIcGILL crOSB oxcnined Clt NLRB hoarin~ nn 
Uina B. Fctition circulCltc on MAy 25 bocause 
of ;:ns.,,!';c [,f tho WClcnorAct. CZJ.NIC teet1fies 
that ?loll. nenborshi~) at Mino Was 465. 
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RE. J: EN L. LE.IIS, ET AL 

:,,, to c·r 
UCws?D.j?cr 

1937 
10-27 

10-28 

11-5 

11-15 

11-16 

11-23 

11-24 

Locr.tien c·f Articl e 
in Newsjl:lper Info=ation 

p. I, c. :3 &: 4 

p.2,c.l 

p. 3, c 4 

;:.2,c.2 

p.l,c.2,Sl:.~ 

Reo.rHines 

Headlines 

p. 11, c. 5 

Mine 8O?loyoes terrorized by eroup of frocro!s­
iva U'.z/ wi tnt~sses' ohc.rCG. SlIM ALBANESE and 
FRiJ[K aUSTIN the witnesses. 444 ninars al-
10;:od to p"y duos to F1!b. on J.hy 12. Petition 
with 412 sicnnturcs. 

llino dis~'lltc u;: to bonrd I hec.rine: ends. ELS­
rr:FF testified th!lt he lind no crntrc.ct with PM;, 
~n Sc;tenber <:0 when he sienod contract Wi th m~;'1 
C~ntract with 'r'I£A ll.11eGe~. tr expire Dn July SO. 
ELSR.FF sdd thc.t he sicned cnntro.ct with Wli 
because E:Jl<llJN:;8( N told hin toot n .,eti tion shJWe. 
300 !:liners to ,reror tJM;'T. aSK FF n~.l:Iitted tho.t 
he dU n't Soo tho poti tlt"n. 

Freozo out chnrged by Den McGill. Clains EtS· 
n. FF turned cff hellt nt 14ine aB- • .. 
CZlJiIC udvises pickets toot ovidence in NLRB 
hc',ring fcv'rabl0 to ?lm'. .a;;;rr>xiontoly 3300 
recoived rr00 union at Mine "L" for use at ~inc 
"Dn. 

~~nbinc trill1 orens. Indic~ent! chArco con­
s7'irncy. 

D()nb trial testinony starts. r.efenC.ants !iC­

cused or viclence. Check-."rr syst!El usee'. by 
ati b buy ~.ync.nite. FITZGERt.tL declc..red u:t:.:.1 
hirod thUGS cut of etcto. '.<ILLIl>lJ J. SNEE:, 
forner proeident "r "'istrict 12, replncac with 
K.!lUN:.SCN by LlJ lIS. 

/.line ~B" suos my for 'jlOO,OOO. Injunction 
,.skoc by 1Iino which hr.c'. been rG()r~p.nized and ir,' 
corp"rntod under ~elawnr& lnw. 

au. picketers lonV9 !.!ine "B" nfter 66 day viEil 
McGILL st •. tod the unjuncti:n 'llCs not justifinbl 
Unfair trontnent chare:ed by F14A. Stctlll:1E11lts i c 
sued by L. C. J.TKII:SCN. H.UL ),!f,.<:K. ;ilLLIlJ>l 
BA ,CCK chcree NLRB. 
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REI JCHN L. LllfI8, ET AL 

"c.to of 
Newspaper 

11-28 

11-29 

12-4 

12-5 

12-7 

12-10 

12-11 

12-12 

Locati<'n cf Article 
in Newspaper Information 

Headlines ~ino "B" will reopon next week. Fro~resaives 
invited by E;"J)o\UNIJS<.N to join mm. 

p. 1, c. 6 Temporary heRring injunction continued for an~ 
"thor week. 

;). 1, c.6 :'el"y creninc C)f Mine "Il" until after haering. 

Hellclines 

..... 1 .. c. 5 

~. 1. c. 6, 7 

Headlines 

p.l,c.5 

Injuncti(n hec.rine set for 12-6-37. 

Mine "E" nen to vote on anions. NLRD orders 
nino refor€incun. McGILL so.id 429 out "f 445 
Den Slenoe ~otiti'lns desi~~~tinc ?MA as their 
re~resontctive. EJMUNr.SCN st~ted. "I bnvo no 
c~~ent to ncke at this time, but will prob­
ably have B~nethinG to so.y Inter". 

E;";!JUN:,SCN c.nd CZl.NIC b0th ~'re~ict victory for 
their uni ens. .... stntor.wnt by EJUJlGSLll is quat" 
which reflects that "we feel ~,orroctly confi­
dent that we are able to co~e with this aitua­
ti'ln and when Mine "Il" opens it-will be und~r 
the jurisdiction or UUi'!". 1.18'1, "tnlri' has n 
v..Ud contract wi th the Kine "Il" C"[.l COD~)Q.ny 
n.nd eXI'ccts that the oor>;J!my will liquidate it. 
:--o.rt of the contract. The distriot or~nn1tati r 
will utilize every leg~l influence it has to Be( 
that this is ibne." 

OBC,\R F~CETTI snys ~ nen took ~ver nine. 
St .. tes ~vert nots Were ccnoitted by pioketers 
when cloan-up crew went to work 9-27-4S. 

Jud~o gr~nts injunoti~n restrninin~ rrogrossivB 
fr~~ p1cketinc at Mine aB·. 

Vste "ednesc"y on Mine "Il· unio-n. iI.SWFF 
sisned with Ulli 8-19. 

!.line to be Ol>ened l\c-nda;y. 12-13. 
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~te ~f Lacaticn ~r Article 
:;N"'e"w"'s;,.?;;:":..p;:,:e:,:r'-___ -=i!;n;.,;:N:;:u:!:rvlc;S!.J,.',,-ex' ve r .In!' ('rna t1 on 

1937 
H-13 

12-1~ 

12-15 

12-16 

12-22 

1938 
r:4""" 

• p 

'&'-0 

;0. 1, c. 1 & 2 i1.U. sues nine cOI:l:xmy r,.,r ;;;250,000 <1=1;e8 in 
ir:,st v.'!lCes. etc., r.:.nc. restraint r.,l m1 trOD. 
w,.,rkinc nine until nfter electi,'n 8-14; 400 
i'hli. nen r'~';>(;f1rcd nt }.;ine trlr wI)rk but FJLCETTI 
sk toe. his con;,-o.ny hc.d t. c,ontrnct with Ull''-l IUld 
thorefore it WR5 necossQry to soo thea. 

Hv(,cl inDe 

p. I, c. 2,3 & 4 

p.l,c.344 

p.l,c.5 

p. 1,. c. 2 

p. I, c. 8 

p .. 1 .. c. 3 

Ii ri t hul ts UK/I c. t liine "D". (,-nner ordered to 
usc M>. in nine. Fennnncnt injunctbn "bainst 
rAil. still undor a.dviscoont. 
McGILL sbet twiCD is re;)rted in b:Jnbine; cnse. 

Mine tiD" vmrkcrs b!\llct en unicns. EJl<UJN:,S(N 
st~ted 1 ege,l steps will be tnken tc set aside 
m~st recent restrcininr, order issued in ?ecrin. 
His union sie;ncd contract "n 9-20 f\ro acain 0,1 

11-22 with the C')D~'<lny us n :;)elnwP.re corpcrat~-n 

FlU. uni 'n wins Mine "Il" 'It) te 404 to 25. g:,.. 
MutE:SCN in:licr,tDs unfo.ir v"tinC ~rectices. 
GZhNIC denies that distribution <"lr ~rintine 0f 
loo.flets wns d~ne by ''loIA. 
Ju2ce ciss~lves tampor~ry reBtr~inir~ order is~ 
sued o.t i:-(,jrio. 12-14, Jrohibitine; !!ine "E" Conl 
C)~,~ny fr'~ o)crntinc the mines with ether thnn 
men en;)1'yed o.s of '5-12. P1J" to ";>poor to Cir­
Cui t CDurt. the tomwrnry in.iuncti ,n whoroin 
?lit. wt'.S n0t ,emi tt~d to-picket llline "D". 
tJ}J;! t\;,,'oo.rs 01 ection rosul t. 

U. S. certifios n.IA tt lline "!l". 15 U!!il men 
wore w<"lrkinc ,on this dnte. 

~~ to ~wsh ~ro=ecuti~n ~r c~~lnint tiled 
8-21-37 cho.rCing c:om2!l1lY with unfair labor 
jJro.cticEls. !tino officl0.1s doclnre thtly will 
close the ~ine indefinitely becC\use it ball be .. ,.. 
unprofitnble to o~ora.tc the mine for sevoral 
yo;;'rs in viow of the trcublc betweon rivo.l 
unions. CC'l!:l~Je.ny claims they bnve no oontrFlct 
with either union. 
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RE: JCBK L. LEnS, ET At 

:cto of 
NCVlsj)C:2or 

1938 
1-11 

1-15 

1-18 

I-HI 

4-30 

~ll 

Loc~tion ~f /~ticle 

in Ncvrs?"'per Infr,rnt'.tion 

p. 2, c. 4 alA will file c=;:>lnint n;::'l.inst Mine "Ilr. cot!­
"c.ny C\skin,; the cn !:l2'lny bo oito!! fer o:lntempt 
in refusinG to o~H:.rcto with rMA !:lenbars. 

p.l,c.8 

p. 1, c. 7 & B 

p. 2, c. 1 

liec.dlines 

To/{:--: ?lUi. or..intonn.ncs csn Ci yen ?om.ige1~n to 
work n t lIine "Il". 

ELsn FF rejects t'MA clan fer ne[,oti"tionsl says 
he Ims no plo.ns for o;,oning Mine "3". rUJlIC 
quatec ELSH,FF cs fo110ws, "I G~ not contsc­
~l~te.o?oninc Mine "~" fin~ I hnve no plans to 
no£ot1a te to!!o.y. I =y. however. cnll pu the 
first of tho week". CZANIC chC\r0ed cans?irncy 
between Mine "B" a.nd Wi. 

?Mi, filed 1'01",,,1 ?otition chnr~inE: coal ca:qar.~' 

with unf,dr l::bcr ;,rcctices on three c"llnts. 
This !tcti on ca.me Bimul to.neousl v with an n.n­
n"unc=ent by SllLLIVl.N thnt th~ min(3 h'ld olcs ... ~ 
incefinitcly nnd !:lules hnd bcen removed alons 
wi th ,"ort::ble oqui;:nont frcoD tho shnft. i'Ut. 
0.15(1 r,:,;.>ocled the 1njuncticm nlOf,inst then to 
kc~p th~ fram pickoting. 

ilit, clams nine !:lu10s were <:i von to llM!'( 1n ox­
ch=c:o fer work at tho sheft. ELSlKFF refusod 
+-,.... ... .....-... ....... +- 'h..+ e+n+n~ ,.'''''''' n,Qf"nY"e- +:'hn+: 1t f:l.'in~n &.>v "" .... ~~"".L.L ... , IJW ... u ................. ...... 'J .... ""' .... , ..... wc_"" __ ... -'_ 

the Dine is c1 ased d~wn indefinitely there 1s 
n0 need to kee~ the nules nt tho sh~ft". 

CHillU"ES R~ ru k1l10d in !.!ine lin" during in­
s;-.ecticn trip with CH'ELLA.. lIina nnt 0i?ernt­
inc and no stntOl:lont na to roason f"r ins?ecti"n 
tri? roison CBS wr.s causCl <">r the doa.th. 

uli;'; Boeks "HOIae kUle". j;,;istrict Cr.·n.stltutlJYiin.1 
C~nvonti,on scheduled for Se~.tOl:lber 26. u;.ns 
visi ted S,)rinO'iold lnst week. 

Chr.T[;'iI§ of unrniT h\;)oT "ro.ctices by PllA were 
dra ;pod today na ELSIKFF a.grees t(' recoGnize 
Fw. as sole bnrco.ining acent. ~grefr.lent.1 GIl'><i 
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'e 
RE I '" iII>l L. Ls;rs, EI' AL 

Jato ~f 
Ncws.~o.;(:r 

Lxati n Df J.rtiele 
in NCWB::,:'-,)er Inf"nnaticn 

1938 

6-18 

6-22 

9-12 

9-22 

9-26 

1939 
1-22 

1-25 

2-6 

. 

p. 13, c. 5 

lJ· 1 ,c.6 

p. B, c. 1 

:'" 2, o. 4 

p. 5, c. 1 

,- ~-; ;<-, - ,- -.~ •• - .'--"~' .. '- ----.J "'~_~""';'. 

(ccnt'd) by J,ilN H. FANCnER, Vice-Fresident 
cf FilA; C. t. ?EI.RCY, Secrotary-Treasurer, i"Lilq 
C4RL r:LSH FF; T. G. LE"'IS, mm c~unse1l I. B. 
J.l!FY.!J<, NLHD attornoYl LlJ NWG C. !li.J( RK, 
~lrector ~f NLRB 13th ~i8trictl an~ Jt.CK C. 
EV:.NS, NLR!J att"rney. E..HJN:.S( 11 states "it 
d"es n~t ani! will not ate,p tho efforts af tho 
roM in orc',nizinc th£ c>n:l<>yees at tho !!line 
bo.ck intc tho U1ii~. II E,)4U1C,S\ 11 in··,icc.t£s he 
will Got siJlod uffidc.vi ts frol'\ oiners toot 
thoy belonc tc ron ano then will nttotli't t::> 
bo.rcp.in ccllcctivcly to. cot tho nine reo;)eno~. 

~l:i. -ncubors r: f L~crl.l 54 r...:::)r~ve Mine -uti' o.~rec­
nent. l:~ctin::: holf nt au. 'hco.dqunrtors. 

J.lcGILL nnd aSll1'FF hGld conferonco nt tho tlino 
(ffioos rolo.tivQ tv c·;·eninc tho nine. 

au .. 0 'nvonti'n in Gillos,lie, chn~s NLRIl wns 
,>arti,',1 tr. CIC 'm~ r::';Jl,e~ it fJf its slowness 
in tho lline "jJ" CO.so. /' 

NLRC; "~'pr0ves sti:,ulaticn q.creod to in Mine ":" 
or:.5e. Cr~ers c:c,)(lnY to "ffer rennnnent jobs 
t>'O all thc,se w'rkine; 5-l2~7 nn~ t" hiro no 
new cc:1Gyoos until thisj""urce WIlS exhElustcc',~ 

r:Um;FF stc.tes, "Dcfinil~ r-lo.ns tn rco:oen the 
tline hr. vc nnt boen mace, and vmother or not it 
is c;oone1 dCFends uv,n tho "utc~t:lO "f future 
cf'nc.itivnB. 

lk .rine to onke ?Ornrment the injuncti'n ro­
strt~ininr; r1.U.. frol:l intGrf~rin;; wi th ~Fert1ti"ns 
cct l.:inc "~" sot for \1ednesd"y, 1-25. 

Uine "~" caBO ,mBtJ~ned. Uni~n ~tt~rneys nre 
J':IN R. Kt.NE, JCIIN ? w..:,:'1i%i'. 

-'lLLIi,tl CiK1li'I'Cll olectoc b0"r~ ::1er.lbor at PIU., 
tho Qffioo fcrmerly hol~ by ~oGILL. 
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~cte of 
Newspo.?er 

1939 
2=N 

4-8 

<.-17 

,;"20 

5-10 

5-11 

o , 

Locc.ti -n cf Article 
in Nows 2£l i,er Infcrno.tion 

.1.1,c.3&4 

i:. 1 ,C.6 

Heac.lines 

~~7 seeks to extend its c~ntrncts. Those in­
structi~ns fron .KIlN L. UHIS. 

CUJUC "ooks rococni tinn cf i'W. by ".Jorctnrs 
in ;,ar1ey in Now Y"rk. Scya his orgo.nizcticn 
re?resents 54,000 niners in J'L'~lc.ch1tm rOGi,'n, 
Ho SOYS o;erct~rs .refor to dec.l with UUW be­
cnust.J ef thole e~ilCosi:irL6 wllich Dilks workin£; 
c,;ndi tions bc.d whilo the minors ".,uld rnther 
be rc:-rcsentoe by i-..u.. 

Oz.;.m:C rD.!,s FRIES'lcbrr stand. ;'ocl"roB ftY~ur 
o.ttituce c.ne r"fus'"l to su;'.e,rt those Or.tendncr..ts 
inc,icp_toG tr me th:,t y"u. 1iko the CL r.nd UJ.;': 
cfficicls whC' are c">ntrolled by JOiN L. LE,llS, 
fe'.r thLt the nine wc>rkors b7 virtue of those 
p~on~6D~ boifi& adopted wwuld be arrordoc nn 
h'nest. unrestricted opi"r>rtun1ty to hecOClo fro" 
to join tho or,;:"niz'Iti-n r:f their choice." 

~fcrencum ~to cf oiners to dotornine uni0n 
r:.ffil ir~ ti:n :·rc~osoc. by str. to oino uni '1ns. i1.~ 

o.nswored thc.t thoy nro williIl{; t~ nbide by tho 
Qocisir.'ns -f tho ninors. 

LE,!IS issues strike cr.cll to 0.11 Illinds miners 
~hen Now Y~rk n6Goti~ti'ns broke dnwn. Data 
set fer 5-4-39. Must give 15 dr_YB mtico to 
om,l~yer o.cc0rC:inc to tont'"ti ve r.creeoent exten,'· 
in,. the (,lc! ccntr:,ct •. ~1l" not to strike. C%<-.NIC --- u .. _ 

SD.ys. 

33 su~jects in tho bombine coso wore sontenco~. 
"lui McGILL we,s cno of than wh" 1ImS sentenced 
to F()terci ~-eni tentinry £l.t ailnn. Michif1'.n. 
for 2 yenrB. 

LE:,.:IS r.;;;,nvoB individual ""cts J stn.tea nines 
to ('Clon. EJMl110S, N sC\ld new contr~,ct woulcl. be 
~ffcrod tc oi,or·,tC'rs which woul~ bo identicol 
to, th6 "no whioh exrir~d 4-1-39 exco?t f~r two 
cluuscs v."hich sti~ulo.tcd ~ unir'ln shc~ Q.~ e. 
roc0Gniticn C'f tho 01&1 as oxclusive bnrgoJ..niOi; 
ogonts fGr the mine etlFloyeo •• 
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RE I JUDI L. LJ!)G S, ET ilL 

lJo.te cf Locc.tien "f Article 

1939 
"5:'27 

5-27 

6-5 

6-6 

7-3 

8-11 

Rondlines 

.I.,.1,c.2 

". 1 Honeline 

L~. 2" c. 5 

... ,~. """ 

Asks Jefferson Mine Cpenin~ i'LSHCFF in nee;o­
tintbn "ver shaft. iiine ;:." to remc.in closed. 
nnd ELSn, FF will be =00 operator of Brewerton 
Conl Com;;<lny's J efferscn mine. l!LSII FF so.ys 
ho Ins been neeotintin(; wi th RFC in e.n effort 
to rec?cn the Jefferson mine, 

If the mine is r£O~)ened, l!LSU·. FF snid, tcnnnce 
will bo incrcased nM ,,11 miners working nt the 
timo c,leraticns cansed will bo rocmqloyod. Ire 
nr'ded o.ddi tion.:.l men would be noeded !1.nd these 
..-oule. cOCIe f'r?n "ine ":l". ~1J1LS~N snid n 
peti ti ~n wns sicned by 90% "f the 200 minors 
eo:l~yed nt the nino requestinc tho.t it be re­
o;Jened nnd su[;CostOG ELSR. FF be the o::ornt~r. 
rotiti;)n 1rC.S t,:; P.FC t.nd wn.s sicned 'Jy rr~7 Uni0n 
ih.:.n. 

trw'l ",oves to /');>00 lane "D". Klnrn:;SCN said he 
hud ",et with 91 nen of thG 450 nr-mnlly eJ:lploy­
ed there ~nd had beGn nuthorizod tc circulntG 
(l :etitLn t:'.n·~ng the mioors nskin!:: that the Uliil 
l'cr.l end district "rficers confer with ELSH FF 
in c.n effort to n,'en the nine. 

i1.H insi sted that if Hine "B" reo:,ons it will 
he. 'Ie to usc ?l:ii unLn l:lEl:lbers only ns reflected 
in tho NLP~ decree. 

~rocreaBivo Miners soe cons?irc.cy. Ask check 
~f mint recC'rds, UllI. bc.:.ks, P..nC inC"Ille 1rut re­
turns to see wnc 1s ~·c.yin~ mine r::>yr'.lty. Al­
loees c. csns:>irnc), tt' ovn~e NLW rulinc;. 

ILsrrCFF will reopen ).!ine "3". ?LIt. Will nee;o­
tinto now toms. .1.11 ole! actloyeos to hnvo first 
chance. Sti~ulntion of 9-19-36 Bot out. 

lL.Y E:.MtJ1LS( N sends ncte to :::l.SH(. FF J so.ys tDIl 
will insist on riGhts fer its menbers. 

u. S. Ends Liino Dcnb Cnsos. 'three rl£l(tinine; 
casos o..ro crc!ered nc:liioc.:. 25 dO£Ohr::n.xrte Got 
~ ~r aont.cn('...oB tGr C:0115& 'lrC4.c,;r .. 
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RB. .!{tiN L. LB,iIS, IT 1.1. 

:'c.tc rf 
N,~ws .c,.--cr • • 

1939 
11-2 

11-7 

5-29 

5-31 

8-1 

Lr,cr,ti"n ~f 1.rtic10 
in llows",v"er Inf~m"t1~n 

,j, • 

Subhor,d1ine Mino "D" lIen (rr.orod :nck tn ~ir,rk Inno:!1~.toly. 
FLBEt FF t.-, ('~'cn !"line 1n.n.o~lintQlYi under iLRD 
sti.,u1rttisns. N~t1co t'l 100 =1ntonrmco DEln. 
hll 0n 2cyr,,11 5-12-37 eli~ble fnr old jrbs 
w1th"ut iirojudico bof"re (.ny new =~lloyoes c".n 
bo hirod. 

J. 5, c. 8 Mino ":;" tr h~1st c"(,l "n Thursclly·10-9-39. 
Cr,e;! i'.i,:::ors n~tific.·,. 

N" sOlf rule fer tn.:,1 in IUin-,is. .JOIN L. LE-iIS 
~cfon1s l[,l;'IDCSCN. 

i" 1. c. S KEX:K ler.ds irq;rossive Uni"n vote Fl.S pr6sident, 
SUCCCss"r tr REE:. 

,. 1, Subhcr.clino tn.: ruquests new e1ecti"n nt Mino "n". ?ot1ti'm 
filod with NLRD. Since 1-3-38 NLRB certified 
4~illI~ n'"', c(.ntrr~ct n'1s been nc,S")tio.tcd. A!canwhi13 
mine ros been 0ilE'rntod by L:lco.l "'54. 320 ::Jen 
alloGed to be w"rkin~ nt the nine. 

'r-.eressi ve !:liners file cha.re;csnce.inst lIine Itn" 
clr,1nine: CO'll C8 • ~)ersistent1y eme'l"yei'. only 
tr .... nenbcrs. Ccn,)nny ch'1.rcod with hiring UYi; 
non whilo rcfusine to hir~ 15 IlIA Donbers. The 
c('n;->ln1nt lists tho n".l:los ·"f tho ::lcn. Llsc p~­
locoG. th~'.t the C"''£l:'to.ny nllr:"wad r14li nan tc go 
fr'.::! r- = tr r~ n in nn I'.ttan:'t t~ rrC;'Inizo in 
July af 1940. licntbn nude ~f' nssnul ts o.nd in­
ti.."1ir!nti"n 'cn ,'MI. nOQ:Oers"TI.LIl.M SCRE<~. J'ln, 
lJ.'.lJ.KER. !l.ne Si.LVATC FeE Ci, TLLOJC. i'l.:A ninon 
~i von tho best w~rkinc cr-ndi ti ~n an tho ;>oti­
ti-n bofcre NLfw I'.llccos. 

Shuft c; ~rntinG withcut El c"ntroct f'or tho pc.st 
10 o~;nths with tloobors cf ~:f,ti7 FmC. U'dl wOrking 
side bl sldo. ~ne "~" refusod to cQntrnct with 
n.ll.. uf.q;r,ininc and no[;ot10. tiens C0in~ 'm I1t 
the nine with IT;';" wilil e the nocotlo. tioNJ wit". 
?~ wore Surp~~Qd t~ be earr1ed cut. 
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" , 

Late ot 
'1ewepaper 

10-26 

1941 
r-ro 

1-15 

1-16 

1-20 

1-22 

1-25 

1-26 

\ 

, " 

Looaticn of Article 
in 'ews flE'per 

. , 

-, 
p. 9, c. S 

p. 1. c. S 

p. 1. c. 5 05: 6 

p. 3. c. 6 

p. 1. e. 6 • 7 

", ,- . 
" 

1DIY to -open or~bntbJl 4rl'9Q OIl Oetober 1. 
Particular attention, to ""rlngf1.eid -GDd Paor1o. 
ar.e. , 

" . 
• tnte Inrfi to IlUP.,ort W. L. 1IIJ.lJIlE .. to.u~nl: 
.J(JDi L. LI!WI8 lead. - . '," 

Violence is reported at !!line again. "~YIll \Ulioll" 
lats in t111'1; fiGht &fiar mJl' strike t.bree.t Q.IUe" 
l!LSH.. Fl' ai f;I1S contract tr1 th t¥i by l ~i? ~ Ogt;.,' 
broak 1s nnother in a Borles ct iJlcidlmte whioh 
h'l VD occurred at .the !:I1ne Intely. ~.JIll&:8CJ . 
iillee;oo tc haveBllid "We are cciae to ~e 
tht'x mne". t!&.Sl!CFF J'e1\1sed V. lIIIcotlate be­
o~se ot IILRIl rull~g. 

TilLLlt.¥ nx:K l"OOlocted h)' irocreuiVQ' u :Uis­
trict rreaident. 

Btq tewide .-trike 1e iIbr eo. tenod b7 1'tU. 1n lIQ.ne 
all- llquabble. ..rw. me petitionod a.Ril tor all­
other e1ect1<m. 

.4. F. of L. affU1ntes au COn!;1"CS8 for probe 
cf Jltne -nil CAlle bere. 1iLRE hearing today. 
i~ ~8ks'f~r diami.sa1 of petition ~or elect1on~ 
Since 12-10.37 Kino an- re1\lsed to CNl.tract with 
~. 

Ask right -tc oantizmo lI1ne 813" arguments. FIlA 
to push diSl:lissal of UlJ{ petit1.'u for vote. 
clahling el&etion not neoes.sary Illuce '>Ile _s 
held in .,eccber 1937. , 

Tio1eI¥>e flares "t Jline "D". ., United lion ar­
rell~' iL BECKLEllmK. CRllRLES ilCHAlfl["I. 'm..tllM 
usn. a.ul. 'iiILL!AIl 8IRTCU'l~ Oa.reed with aao: ' 
anul t ll11d bnttery.. ' 

... 1 Beadline Jul,. to ~robe ll1Jle -3" t'1g.t.. ~ ~ to 
hoor 16 PIIA. w1tnes.~ .. 

\ 
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RE. JOHN L. LDVIB, El' AI.. 

Date ot 
NewspaPer 

1941 
r.:3o 

2-20 

4-17 

Location of Article 
in Newspaper Information 

p. 1, c~ 2 

p. 1, c. '1 

p. 1, c. e 

p. 1, c. 2 

p. 1, iubh" ... dline 

p. 1, c. 6 

p. 17. c. 1 

Headline 

1ILRB bear 8 arguments 011 llil1e -a-. lllIW aslca 
election PYA protest •• 

Kine -B" vote 18 scheduled bere tor F.ebruory 21, 
let by ILRB. ' 

PMt. to' spurn merger offer of the tJlir •. 

!DWNDSON in three point unity of tel'. 

Unit .. d )line Workers "iHn tine -a" Vote. 259 to 
108; 4 votes aeutra1 and 18 ohallenged and un­
counted. About 375 eligible to vote. CCBpe.ny 
will be e.sked to barge.in with the willner, 

UWW plan to picket mines if necossarYI ope is 
)line "A". Strike if fails to negotiate COI1-
tract fcr better wages. Minea worked by PM! 
mambers of Local 7469 of »tne "a" asked to par­
ticipate 1n the picketing. 

Panther Creek and 'Kine -a- to r&open Friday 
(4-18-41). Kine "B" opens 'under extendcn 
agreanant ligned lfarch 14. 1941 with 1llUi about 
400 men ..... p10yed. 'l'ho aU'lElllents aro extensions 
to the controct with the Illinois Coal Producers 
Association which expirod ~rch 31. 

RYAN sells Mine -A" to ELSHOFF. Central 11l1n01r 
Coal ~ining Co. CitizanB Mine "AR __ WlLL~ K. 
R1:IJI hCfld of liine A for la.st 18 yonrs, 

History -- ELSBOFF's career'as e minu official 
bego.n in 1914 with the Spring Crook Coal Co. 
Rc oporeted that concern until 1922 whon be pur­
chased aDd operatod a mine at Cantrall. Since 
June 1935 he ball been hen" of Kino -B- •. 

Included in lido _8 all 8UPPlie8 All4 eq>l~nt:. 
Kine idle _\rico "'prll 1 .. 1941 • 

• 676 -

-. .-
- ........ ".';~. ,:" r:·~·~-::';t;',·-'~·'~~--~· ., .... ". ~-" ... ".' . ~. ....,-

" -.-



/ 
, "-, 

',-
'"'' . 

" 

, "'l'<'7=::f~r~~· ':;:"~~ 
, . "~_' ::.y;~ ,0.'.4' ,,~' ~·.t '. 

RE.JOBN L. L~fIS, ET AL 

./ 

De-to of 
Newspaper 

1941 
9~l6 

9-22 

Loc,.tion of Article 
in Newspaper a, . InfOl'lllR ti on 

• 

?1.c.5 

p. I, c. 1 

1Iino 'J.~ wnl opornto with UlI'll1nion. llillOTS 

swi tch al hgianoe fran f!,.;A to ri vnl ~10n. 
:510 m~ anployod. Jiine -./0." wOKors 'tOted to 
nbo.nd~ Progroaeivcs, Contrnct With ELSHOFF 
signed 9-14. 

ihY EDMUNDSON nnmBd head of I~linOis State In-
dustri~l Union as President. ' 

A review of the 1111n01l ~tate Journal was made by the aame Agents. 
This review added nothing new in substance to the ,review of the Illinoil St&te 
Register. It is noted that the sUbstance in the Illinois State Journal bad • 
slithtly different slant at times and played up such things .8 the P.MA a~lliary, 
and made more mention of the Jefferson Kine situation. The following items 
did not appeQr in the Register. 

10~2a-37 Tho weight sheet of oar loading at Jiino ·B~ on Kay 12, 1937 was 
introducod in evidence showing that IS5 londers out of 337 10adod 
considerably loss conI than they did on the first 10 dnys of tho 
month. 

12-16-:57 r lJ16'{ sent no checkers, judges, or t!>.lly keepers to the polls tio 
WLtch the NLRB voting nnd counting of ballots becnuse of the non 
union position on the officie.l br.Hot, nccording to 1!IlI4UNDSOIi. 
Circulars were diBtri~utod to the miners lined up to vote threat­
ening n 99 yenr exptllsion pennlty. Both unions dooy the dis­
tribution of this circular. 

8-9-39 

2-7-41 

9-8-'1 

--.-.~" 

Plnns to rtlopon Kino "B" announced by CARL H. ELSHOFF. Each mine 
worker to be notifiod by lotter. 

JILRB ordorod to 'VOte on Kine "s" on union choice wi thin 30 dnys. 

UMW will pickot shafts omploying PYA ~iners at Panther Creok 10. 
6 nnd Ci tiz ens Mine tI A tI • I!DWNDSON c1 aims 90% ttl vcr Ul8i. 

Kine itA workers to meet Monday. 'pecinl call for ~ moeting ot 
330 PSi! Local t51. Koeting at?,3O at PIIA bendqus.rters. 8th and 
Washington. JOIm KAKERQUSKAS, President,snid the purpose 01' tbf> 
ct.ll _s "urgent business relr.tive to nbnndonmmt of the min&". 
Kine "A" closod since April 1. K&mbers of Kine "B" bolong to 
.rival -.mion. 

- -...... --, 
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REI .rOHll L. LD'flS 

~1l-41 

9-14-41 

9-15-41 

Fe. of ¥ine -Aft told future courSQ for unit. Met ·last Idcht 
at P.l!A hall. lio announcement of decisions re"ched at the 
meeting wns gi von bxcept that another meeting lr.d \)een Khedule4 
in tI. few days. 

PMA. of ¥ine-A- meet tcmorrow. S30 uu.mbers invited to atterll. 
a meeting at Elks Club "t 2.00 p.m •• 8und~y to discuss· situation 
at Mine ftAft. A committee which was appointed at the last regular 
meeting of the 10c,,-1 to interview the nllW' owner of the mine. will 
r .. port back to the whole group nt this aeeti1l£. 

PMA workers at Mine -A" vote to join 1Jl4N. Less the;n 12 hours 
le.ter CARL H. ELSHOFF •• -ecent purchaser. announced the ehe.t't 
closed since ~rch 1941 would reopen. 
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-. : JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 

DITERVIEIV WITH 
JOHll BERTHA 

JIr. BERTHA who was an official of the Natigpa' 
r.aDOrMJAt.lons BeaM and who handle(! the details of the 
eIection conducted in Springfield, minoia to determine 

who would be the bar.gaining A(;ent for the liine B Coal~oeated 
at Peoria, Illinois and interviewed by Special Agent ~n 
September 16, 1943. 

working It' 
He is quite 'IIi I 

he is subpoenaed. lfr~!(. ebb;! ,het. he anI! / 
_L.. ..E.:-.~OIULl'Iorked on the lUne B case tnge'-her and that frOlll the wry ouhet 
the J hac cc;".l'ierable difficulty in gettinc action from the NationBl Labor 
Board in Washington particularly with reference to certifying an election. 
When they came to Springfield they found a very tense situation and as such 
felt that it should be dealt l'Iith ilmntldiately. .Iir. BERTI.A stated that the 
election of Dece~ber 15, l~37 was conducted fai~ly in eveT'J respect. He 
advised that he prided hiClself upon the way th5t he conducted his elections 
as a National Labor Board representative and that even after he had gone 
into private industry various unions had requested him to come and conduct 
elections. Mr. BERTHA had a V€ry clear recollection of the dif~' ~ulties 
under which he worked and of the events Which occurred at that time; He 
stated that the United Mine Workers made several charges alleging the 
election was uni'ain. First. that the election was conclucted in 8 vicinity 
where liquor was available. Second, that people voted who were not on 
the payroll of the Kine B Com;:any. Third, that the United Kine YiorJrers 
1'IElre not represented in the election. Fourth, that seven men who were 
under indictr.tent and beinr:; tried in mine bombing cases were not eligible' 
to vote. Fifth, that there was coercion. 

In answer to these charges l.:r. BERl'HA stated that it would haw been 
difficult to lOC8~ an election place in Sprinr:;fi'eld 'Which lIOuld not be 
near SCJr.le liquor dispensing store. They were very careflll to pick a place 
that would be absolutely neutral due to the strong fee line on both sides, 
and the Armory was selected as the most likely place. The Armory was also 
selected because it was felt that if it were held on government property 
there would be l:l 55 chance for any violence. Even then the mayor of 
Springfield who was very concel'lled over the situation stlj.ted that he woulc 
hold 1Ir. BERTHA responsible for any destruction of property in the Amory. 

~ 

Relative to the persons who voted in the election !.fr. BERTHA stated 
that the payroll was certified by the employer hi.mse!f and that th1.3 .. ""' 
contention was baseless. The United Mine Workers 1'IElre not rep~r!::i;<.L:J .. ', 
in the election because of their ovm action, by refusing to p9'!"'c;<',>-

~ :~'-... : , .. 

. Among the charges brought by the United Mine Workers was < 
llationrl Labor Board representatives displayed favoritism towar . 
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R:>: JOlllJ L. urIS, El' AL 

Dl'l'ElNm: tn'll 
JOHN BERTHA 
( continued) 

To support thls contention the United Iline Workers 
pointed out that the ProgresSives performed cert&1.o 
manual labor relative to setting up equipment in the 
Armory for holding the election. 1::'. BERTHA stated that 

the United Vine Workers were also requested to assist in this matter but 
that they refused. According to custom this won IJ&S cenerall;y done by 
one or both of the participants in the election. . 

Relative to the seven men, former employees of Kine 10 who were on 
trial in the mine bombing case, Mr. BERTHA advised that specifiC arrange­
ments were made with the U.S. District Attorney and the Federal Court 
to permit these men to vote. There was no question but what they werE' 
employees at the time that the m'lne shut down Way 12, 1937. So far as 
he knew Mr. BERTHA stated that there wa5 no criticism whatsoever. tIIW 
charged that the Progressives carried some of their members to t.he polls 
in automobiles. Undoubtedly, this was true •. However, Kr. BERTHA pointed 
out that lJI,!'ii had an equal opportunity to take t.heir members to vote at the 
polls also and that there was no evidence of coercion in that respect. 

Mr. BERTP~ stated that it was significant to him that these charges 
by tlI.F were not brought locally. He and BAJORF: had a felling throughout 11 r 1 
the entire proceedings t.hat the company under Elshoff and the Uk"Pr was I 
silnply stalling for time and that in this respect they were perhaps bein~ 
assisted by National officials of the Labor Board at Washington, .D.C. I 

The charge had been ~ade at that tjrne that the Tabor 'Board ,.a 
definitel pro CIO and Mr. Bt.RTI'A was inclined to . 

_true. The c arges by e 1 e L'1e .,or ers were never brought locally 
but the first that he heard of·them was from his headquarters in T.ashington, 
D.C. He had the feeling that in Springfield he and BAJORK were dealing 
first hand with the Progressives. However, with the United Mine Workers be 
felt that ETItmKDSON referred all of his ideas and objectionB to the 
Washington Headquarters of the United )Une ilorkers who in turn took it 
up with the Labor Board· there and eventually he was called by the Labor 
Board regarding these matters. 1lr. tlE.lITP~ stated that when he first 
arrived in Springfield and reviewed the situation he immediately asked for 
an election and in fact repeated this advise many t1mesto the Labor Board 
which was unusually slaw in acting whereas generally in matters of this 
.ort the Labor Board acts at least within 90 days. However, an this 
occasion it was six months before the Labor Board actually ce·rtified the 
election. 

Mr. BERTHA was presant at the National Labor Board hearing in 
Chicago, Illinois on September B, 1937 at which time representatives <C 
both PlA and ~ were presPOt. At all times the Progressive produced 
evidanee show1r1g toot they held the lIIB,jority of the members at Mine B • 
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Re: JOHN L. LEnS, ET AI, 

, ' 

INrERVl,~ nTH 
JOHN BERTHA 
(continued) 

The tim neTllr produced any evidence .. tsonar.-

-The attitude or CARL ELSHOFF dQrtng ~h1s period wu " ( , 
described by Mr. BERTHA as being very re.ote. Be ... 

never agreeable to any ,uggestion which might come trom ~he ProgresSi.a8 
and ilr. BERTHA had the feeling during the tue that he 'Was ill Spn.nc1'ield, 
that ELSHOFF was being financed by someone. Be Doted alao that CIuring If 
the hearings which were held in October or~937 the Attorneys tor UMW II 
and EL~HOFF sat at the same table and at no tilDe did his ~teI'lilst 4IPPBlll', 
antagonistic. 

Jt"lative t.l/,\che United Une V'ork€rs' position Hr. BEHTJiA informed that 
h€ ,.as convincedftit'-thcir activities were designed to prcrJlOtc a delay of -
action. They wanted, first, the Board to certify the United ):ine Worlce" 
as bargo:ining agent without an election. Two, they would not agree to a 
consent election. In this respect BERrY';' informed that ELSHOFF woul!:l 
not consent to the "cons'?nt election". Al.so 1t seemB that in a cClllsent 
election all three parties mutually agree, that is, the two cantosting 
unions and the employer that an electioD will be held and thet the BIIIployer 
will bargain with the UDion who wins. lil.SHOFF took. position that he was 
required to bargain under the Labor Act with the winner of the electlon 
so why enter into a.'1 agremnent such ns a "consent election". The 
Unit2d Mine Workers of ~eric~ never entered into any of the bearings I 
pertainin~ to the proposed election. From tho;. actions and the statemont+ 
of EI:&'U:;I$ON it was char to BERTHA that E!JCUN:SON hoped that lIufficient 
pressure would be brought in W2shington upon the Labor Board to force 
them to certify t.he {J.!'.; as the bargaining \IIll.oll lit Kine B without lItI I 
election. _ 

According to 1.lr. BERTHA, JOf!N L. LEl'IS ne.er entered the P1cturle, 
in these negotiations. HO'i:ever, he advised thet counsel for the tI4W ,/' 
1\"as THlJRLO"' LE'AIS, who was the brother of JOHN L. IDIS. - , 

- . - . I 
1.lr. BERTHA st",tod that lOt length due to the LabQr Board's hesitancy 

in taking d~finite action both he and BAJORK were afraid to go to Spring­
field. )ir. BERT!'';' was certain that they were sh2,dowed llll too time they 
were in Springfield by the tMi' men and was allnost certain that P!iA employed 
t.he same tactics. It was obvious in the one or two conferences that they 
bad jointly with reprssentatives of both unions thet some of th.:: JIli)n \1ere 
determined on both sides and for fe~ that actual Violence would break out 
in such confcranc&s they decided o.gainst holding th<3111 lmlells they got 
better support from the Labor Board in 1"ashington. 

Kr. BERl'nA W ... 5 qU8stioned as to ,,'hcthcr or not it was obvious ,that 
00: was employing counsel for ELSHOFF during the proceedings.in th3 fAll 

• 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AI. 

INTERVIEW WITH 
JOHN BE1'O'HA 
(continued) 

of 1937 with particular nrerence to the pleadings 
which were purportelD.y drawn up by the firlll or . 
Winston, Straun and SIwr of Chicago, nlinois. Mr. 
BERTHA stated that it was a practice ~g some of 

the large law firms in the United states who had a lawyer well versed in 
labor matters t.o draw up what was im01ll1 as model pleadings. lIr. BERTHA 
informed that one af tbe law firms engagin~ in this practice was Winston, 
Straum and Shaw. These model pleading! were for sale and could be 
purchased by ~attorney or client who Jllight be engaged in a labor 
controversy. 

, 

• 
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RE, .1OHN L. LD'ilS. B'l' AL 

INTERVIEfI'11TH _e tember H. 1!H.3. 8pee,t1liP1 A ent ().)-"l;'-: 
GBORGE BOT .. , s.nd Special ~nt 1n~ ., 
REGIONAL D:.EX::TOR, , gioml Director, 1 g on, "\law '-"III' 
13th Rl!GIOl. JILRB Ii.elE.tions Board, 116 North Adam_ Stre.t" 'CIP~" lll-

:!.nob. this tn_stigation_a prQllpted by btormati.oD. ~ 
.et out in report of __ Special Agant. San I'razsohoo. Oalif.. , 
omia. dated Sept..be~in it lis ind1aated that the U~ !egion, 
ILRB, _y have o.n additional tile in connection with lrll1ta1:1.t IllAtter, turther. 
that the Bureau and ~e Dep&r~ent may DOt have bad the belIetit CIt h Infor~ 
Illation contained Ul that fil •• 

A .&arch of the records of BLRB reflected 'an a/lditioJlEtl Intonaal . 
file under case file 110. XIII-C-1665, entitled "Oarl lL ~8hoft • .a Prop-eniVl3 • 
Kine iiorlcers of America, Dilltrict 10. 1-. 1Ir. BOn ad"hed that .. charge _s 
filed in this case on Septsnber 23. 1941 by ~'fILLI.UI XECK, President of Die-
trict 1. PMW. alleging violation of Section 8 •• ubaections {I) and (5), that ~ 
preliminary inquiries ... ere made by the Field ~ner of BLRB, 1I.lld that the 
case ..... 8 withdraWD on December 22. 1941. 

In accordance ~Ellllents mde through the Bureau and the De- 1 
partment. Special Agent __ r'eviewed the above tile on September 15, 
1943. All pertiAent information _5 flhotolltate4. l'hotolltatic oopiea Wilre 
furnished the Bureau for the Bureau ~nd the Department by Springfield letter 
deted September 16. 11M3. • 

ant 
For the intonno.tion of thi. tile alld 

information appeared in the abo"e referred 
~~ ..' 

-'7 ~ 

in brief. the following pertin­
t1l ILIlB til e : 

By letter ot Sept .... ber 22, 1941. 'filLLUl! KEel, President .ot District 
!lo. I, P'.u., transmitted !l. oharge all: .. 1net Cl,RL H. IL8llOFF. all"tint; he engaged 
in unfair lo.bor prbcticea Ul thnt on or about September 15, 1941, he refused 
to barge.in collectively with the authoriud representatives of P.I.U. previously I 

chosen by the majority of the production am lIUlUltemnce employeea at Kine "A~ 
to represent them for the purpose of oollilctl"e be.rg!\ini~ • 

• By memorllndum tor the tile .ul:m1tted by Field Fo<aminer KARTIN WAGNER 
dated October 4, 1941. It appeal"tl tMt iI.I IDliUNDSON diacuned. on October ~, 
instant matter. It\WNDSON itteted to ~GJIJR tbat ILBHOFF had purohalled Jline "An; 
that the mine had not been operated 8inoe JilarlSh 31, 1941 .-hen the contra.t be­
tween the mine and £ormer CQllpally .... d ~1redl t:hnt 1t _II cVlltQllIU7 DOt to 
operate the mine during the _er ponthlll ~t 'llhen it .u annolUlOed in the 
newspapers tbfl.t E!.SIIlFF had ~purcbated Jline IA" reprennte.t1vell of the local 
'Wlion N( bt.d t<ae to m1lUNDSON and stated. that they wanted to join tJIIIJ. .,­
KUNDSON told thliln to hold II. meatint: of ~ wbo1e looal and to take the nec­
essary action to dillsolve tha 1000.1. and then they could join the UUW, tbe.t 

• ... 'c .' .. 
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INTERVIllW rlITH 
GI!lORGE BOTt' 
(continued) 

( 

on Sunday, lept..ber n. 1941, t.t • -.au ~t1at til tile 
membEn of the local union ot iVY, the local «U .. 01_ It..lt 
... m thereupon 199 of .thli tormer _plo~ .. qt ~_ ""'''dpa , 
notarhed applicatiolUl tor mtllllberehip 111 "... Immsdl&tel,. 

thereafter m¥UlIDSON communicated with liLBlIiFF and dgned a oontrac:t with the 
comp=y for the employees of ).line 8.18 • IIDWNDS05 told 1'fAGIJIiR that theae _ 
ployees were undoubtedly afraid that ELSHOFF ~uld laine the n_ly aoquired 
property through Kine WB". He .tated that d.spite the !'act tb>.t he aight r ... 
cei ve criticism from maw employees, he took the JIew Mine "A" _ployeee SlId iD­
sisted thllt- both mines be 'operated a. separate alAe •• 

By memorandum tJUbmi tted by W.11I/ER i t ~. reneeted tha.t ItSmFF came 
to the NLRB on November 1, 1941. He told WAGNER he peraoml1y purohased anet. 
and unexpired lease of Kine -.1-, that these a.seta he had in turn ~eaaed to 
).line WE" Coal Campeny which ill now operati1\i X:i.ne •• -. Be atated that he tir.+ 
had hoped to mine the coal in ).line "A W frClll. ~ine "B-. He stated that when he 
purchased )line _.An it _s not in opero,tion. After he purchased the "'Iseta 
arrangement. were made to reopen the mine on Sept~ber 23. 1941, that he .ent 
notices to all former anployoes of l.!ine "A" advisin,; them of the purchase. and 
thD.t if en:y of the anployees desired to continue work: in thnt JUne they should 
report to work: within ten de1'; that prior to the openil1b of the mine ELSHOFF 
wn" informed by Jit)1IlJNDSON trot UJ.!\j' represented ... IIIfl.jori ty of the former _­
ployees of 1Iine "A"; thllt ED1!IJ}j1)SON presented 1911 notarized statements of torme. 
employees of lline "AR which designated tJW[ a8 their be.rgrining representati"le. 
EDMUNDSON also received notarized copies of the minutes of the locel union of 
the Progress! ve J.line l'oI"kers which union had been in existence at Kine 8A·. 
On the basis ef this evidenoe U.SHOFF said be aigned an agreement with l!DJlUIiI)SCN, 
!'.!'.d that ~JNDSON insiBted that Kine eA- be opero.ted as a separate mina. At 
this tine U.SHOFF stated that he did not believe that he _s obUgated to hire 
any of the former employees of Kine flAW since he had %lOt taken over a oorJOra­
tion but had merely purchased some of the a68eta of that corporfltien. 

.. " 
A memorendum for the file submitted by W.RTIN WAGNliR incticates tha.t 

he conferred with U.SHOFF on December IB, 19.ql. At thia time iLSHOFF rel'used 
to turn ever a copy of the 'minutes 01' the bat meeting of NT Io. 51. that 
these were later ebtained tram EDl!.UNDSON. !%.SHDFF permitted inspection of the 
list of the 199 names of 1r£.i rlduo.la who bad signed. note.ri:ed statements dee .... 
ignating U'.{;7 as the bargeinin,; repreaentatl va. He Itc.ted thIo,t a ms.jority 01' 
thE! £Illployees held a speC!!'.l meeting on September l4, and chs.nged their af­
filiation fran Pliii to liMIt. ZLSHOFF exhibited 0. oontrnct aisned on SeptlDber 
16 between !!ine -Aft a.nd 1llfi. illMUNDSON exhibited to WAGNER the author1aatiou 
slips, a .ample oopy ef which is included in the phot08te.ts,signed '07199 iD­
di viduhls on Sunday, September 14, when PW. Local 61 disbanded and n81l' local 
'1840 was formed. 

~ copy or the mitlutes of the special meetin& or Loeal UnioA &1. P'.a~ 
dated at 21~ p.m., September 14. 1941L at the Elks Club, Springfiell1,I1l1Dol" 
is also conmined in the photostats. ''hese minutes reflect that the re~rt . 
of the committee 'eiected at a specinl l!l6etint held en Thurscky night .. Septecber 
11. 1941, _8 approved. The report of' the oommittee who cont'erred with OSCAR 
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RE, JOHN L. LEYfIS, IT At 

INTERVIEft WITH 
GEORGE BOTT 
(continued) 

FkLClfiTI, .. ni RAY !JlJ4UNDSON, WIle approved. .A motion to 
withdr ...... ffili .. tion with 00 _8 appro'nld. the lIleetin& __ 
.. ddressed by RAY liIlIllNDSON. Officers were -elected, Pit CC1IIl­
mit tee _8 elected. It ..... s moved and seoonded that _oh 

individual in .. ttendance at the meeting sign an individualapplioation for 
membership card in Ul4'I'i, thereby desi@;naUng lllII"l as the coll $Oti va barr;aininc 
agent. 

By letter of DeeEllJlber 13, 1941 t W"ILLIU! JO!CX wi tbdrew hie cMrr;e 
before the NLRB. 

I 
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INTERVlEo: WI TH 
JOHN H. CARROLL, JR. 

" .. . ~'~'. 

JOHN H. CARROLL,JR. was interviMilliiiecie.l Agent 
_and Special 4~ent (.A) 
~, Illinois. On Sept_bel' 1 ~ • • 

C1.RROLL is General Freight Agent for the B & 0 Rail [CIA d with offices in Orand 
Central (Hatton, Chicago. Illinois_ This interview was conducted in view ot 
the fact that ROBERT C. SOLCI!ON and L. G. PEFFERLE, owner and attorney respec­
ti vely, for Panther Creek Kines, Bpr~n ield Illinois, advised Ut intervien 
reported in report of Special Agent Springfield, IllinoiS, 
dCited September 13. 1943, that CARROLLha been oonnected with negctiation. 
between ELSHOFF and SOLClI40N in the contemplated purchase ot Panther Creek 
properties. 

Mr. CARROLL advised th."t at the time of l~Btant m&.tter he _s in­
terested as a railroad man in securing more commercial coal business tor the 
B & 0 and Alton Railroads. He 8t~ted thst he entered into the negotiations 
for the purchD.se of that property by CARL E., ELSHOFF purely a.a a. railroad _1'1 
to see if he could assist the negotiations in order to get the Panther Creek 
Kine properties in opere.tion. Be _8 called into the picture by the railroad 
company because of his aoquaintanoeship with bank officials in Springfield, 
Illinois. He stt.ted that he lIDet with SOLCMON on one occasion, and that a.p­
parently from that contact BOUldON gathered the ilnpres8io.n that he, CARROLL, 
was interested financially in the transaction. Since this _8 entirely er­
roneous, CARROLL stated he met with SOLOMON upon a second occaaion and dis-
claimed any such interest in the transaction, , 

He stated that while he did not have personal knowledge of CARL H. 
ELSBOFFt a financial condition he assumed that ILSHOFF would not be able to 
finance the purchase of the Pp.nther Creek properties on his own. He .tate!. 
that he had talked with ELSBOFF briefly on the matter of the purchase. but DO 

discussion _a ever had as to .. hethsr m.BHOFF would be able to Mcure the 
money or where he might secure the money. CARRtn.L stated that he probably at 
that time guessed that ELSHOFF might secure the money f'rom either the United 
Kine Workers of J..nerica or JOHN L. LE,ilS. since it bad been ruIIlored at that 
time that the United lline '''orkerl had financed ELSROFF in oonnect'j.on with Jline 
tlB" _ However, ELSHOFF or no one else ever told him where the money for the 
purcmse if made by l!LSHOFF IIl1ght come. He atc-ted that he knowa 1U.Y mWNl>SON 
and JOHN L. LE,nS# but that neither of these individuals ever mentioned th1a 
particular transaction. 

Be further recalls that he _. in tho! cocktail lounge ot the Leland 
Hotel, probably .... ith SOLOMON and llI,S!DFF, a.nd that the converaation had 1D­
eluded matters pertaining to t,e Panther Creek purOhaaO!_ He 1s not BVre ot 
all the persons at the table but Beems to recall that RAY JDJ4tJNDSOl! came iJ:r\;4t. 
the cocktail lounge and aat at the table, but a8 II<>On a~ IDlIUNDSON joined the 
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INTERVIl!)'I' WITH group all discussion of the propo8ed purcbaee __ 
JOHN H. CARROLL, JR. dropped. . " 
(continued) J ''-

Be .tated that he bad attended in the late ..tterDOOIl! I 
parties in ELSHOFF's suite in the lIorrison Hotel, but on non. of the •• 000&­

sione did he ever recall any conversation pertaining to this matter. He was 
questioned concerning other matters of interest in this oase, but was unable l ' 
to furnish any pertinent information.. I 

Interview with CARROLL tailed to develop any pertinent information jl I 
eoncerniZlg this case, and his knowledge 18 to be l:lmited to hear.af inIonu.- , I . 
• .c", ... .... '"'~. 

• 
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RE: JOlIN L. L»'iIS. E'l' At 

INTERVlBri WITH 
JOHN W. DOHERTY 

~t Special I.r;ent (I.~ . 
__ W. DOBERTY. ~ 

s of America, CIO, 205 West Wacker Drive. C 111-
inoia on September 14, 19. s 0 8 tate ~126. Thi. 
intarview was conducted in .. ccordance with a request trClll the Department .et 
out in Bureau letter dated August 23, 1943. fhis request asked that it be ..... 
certained what relationship existed between DOHERTY and JlDlIUlIDSON. and &I 110 
whether DOHERlY _s .. ware of !'DIlUNl)SON's attitude at the time DOHERTY aug­
tested to BAJORK that lIDWNDSON was perhaps willing to reiterate .. previOUS 
offer to operate lline WBft. This was let out in a memorandum written on 00-
tober e. 1937 b;y LEONARD BAJORK. 

On interview, DOHERTY advised that trom 1933 to 1936 he _8 ILJ1 Mtd- \ 
itor with the United Kine Workers. His job consisted 'of auditing the ~riouB 
local union records throu~out the State of Illinois, that he worked tor UMW 
during the SNEJID and into the mMUNDSON administration. In 1936 he went to 
St. Louis, Kissouri, where he rema.ined until 1940 tor the purpose of directing 
the organi~ation of the United Steel Workers of America under CIO in that area. 

DOHERTY met LEONARD C. BAJORK in St. Louis "hen BAJORK was Regi0ll8.1 
Director of lILRB at St. Louis. Concerning BAJORlPs memorandum to the effect 
that DCHERTY had suggested to BAJORK that RAY JlDMIJNI)SON of the United Kine 
Workers 1m8 perhaps willing to reiterate his previous offer to operate Kine war. 
DOHERTY .. tated as follows: In connection with DOHERTY'. work tor the United 
Steel Worken he had cCIlIe to knc.r BAJORK well, .. nd had found him to be ot 
treat asshtance. Thereafter, upon en occasion when he lIIet l§)lIlJNl)SON, date 
and place not recalled by DOHERTY, he learned that l!,D)(7N!)SON lUd not knOW' 
BAJORX. He, therefore. suggested tlo 1!DroND800 that be should meet BAJORI 
and become "ell aoqlUlinted with him, and thus he would be able to to to BAJORK 
when it wall necessary to find out ";ha t could and could not be done in cOllllec-1 
tion with union matters. DOHERTY advised that no doubt aa the result ot this 
suggestion and aane COI)versatl.on with mummsoN that the lIIemoranciWII r.terred 
to above was written by aAJORK. 

DOHER::'Y stated that especially since he was located in St. Louis r 
during the pertinent period herein involved he he.d never tallced with lII>lIJNDSONr 
As a matter ot fact, he had little opportunity to talk with mJIIUNDSON in con- I 
nection with inatant metter, and that at nny eVent Jru4!1NDSOO had never t'ur_; 
n1shed him with any information concerning activities at JIline -Bw• He did 
know that FDlafJNDSON _8 particlllarly e.cti ve and particularly anxious to or­
r;an!ce Kine -Bft UIIIW, but JallIUNDSON had never «ivan him any infcrmation al to 
why. . 

. DOHERTY stated that ke h persoll811y acquainted with JOHN L. tBifI8. 
but that LEWIS had nel'er talked with him concerning Kine wB" or Kine -I.­
problems, and that a8 a matter of fact LE.IlS _p not likely to have done. SO 
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BI: JOHN L. LJIfll8, m AL 

INTERVIm lI1TH 
JOHN ,f. DOBERry 
( continued) 

oapecWly if all the gouip 1nto~tion be, IIOHERn. 
ha~ is trae, since LEHis 18- the type of 111M who cClllfid .. 
only with the neoessary'People 01:1 _ttere INch a. WII. 

, " 

DOHERTY mentioned that betioeen 19153 tUId 1936 regular iNdite warll 
made under the 8.N-riQi administration in Il11noii. ~~f;r OOR.ERTY lett 'the 

• 

m!W organ1t!l.tion in Illino1B there _re DO alldlta tor a period of aome time 
until PJ,CE _s appointed as auditor, th&t PACE'. appoin'tment _a lOde for 
the reaSon that the local membership bad OOIIle to axpeot the re.r;ular .1141tt1 
'then made be DOHERTY. !lila tMt they a~ed that theae regular a1ldita 'be 
continued. He stated tbat PJ.CE was appe.rently appointed merely to _tidy 
the local union members in the question of alldits. DOHERTY ot",ted that be 
had heard of an audit and transfer of reoo~d. tram Local 54 to International 
Headquarters, but 'that thb was rll3.11y hlll't'8Il.Y or SCnip 1nfonuation. &lid 
that he had no direct information coneerninl it. 

DOHERTY stated that one JOHN J. BROImLEE. United Iteel Workera of 
America, CIO, 1500 COIIIIIlot:nl'ealth Building, l'itt~burt:h. Pennsyl~a, was prea­
lint at one or two of ELSHO.FF'. parties at the lCorriaon Batel in Chicago. ImI! 
dlegedly hef.rd ILSBOFF ll101ve inltructions with the hotel and the IIorriaan 
bar that ilmIIJNDSON 1fe.B to have anythin, be want.ed at the botel, and that it 
_8 to be charged to m.SHOFF's aocount. ' 

From DOHERTY's interview It appears tbat he is f:. .. nil1nr 1tith the , 
general stery a. appeared in the n_spapers ani! :from £onlp trom labor load.­
ers, but is Wl. hie to turniah any direct 1nf01'!llation of value eoncern1ng thiB 
eo. se. 

.' 
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RE: JOHN L. LtmIS, lr7 .Al. 

BARRY FISHHIC!, ET At 
TIl. JOHN L. LBI'IIS. ET At 

Reference ie ... de to ~vaph S ot Bureau 
letter dated. Augu)t 11, 19ta. wbeNiD it III 
... t out thai; t!ie Cr~l Division ~ &4-

vised that in 1932 injunction proceedings _re instituted in the ~t. Court 
in Springfield, Illinois. against LE\TISwhich rellUlted in an injunction tor .. 
biddinr L~ from interfering with Progressive Mine ~orkers' aativity 111 
Illinois. The CriJDinal Divisi-oB requested a oopy C/f-thele proceedings" 
lecured and forwarded 1;0 t he Department. . -

J. careful search of the recorde Gf the Clerk of the Circuit Court, 
Sangamon County. Springfield, Illinois, tailed to reveal any 1njunation pro­
ceedings wherein the Progressive Kine Workers of ..... ri_ tIn4 JOHN L. t.-rm 
were parties to the action. 

A aimilar wearch of the records of the Federal Distrlat Court .. 
Southern D1atrict, Southern Division o£ ~1l1noi •• _8 Degatiye. 

The reoords, however, of the Clerk of Circuit Court, 8e.nglUDOn 
County. Springfield, Illinois. under docket Jo. 52104, reflect that .~lIl 
of complaint was tiled OctobeT 11, 1929, by HARRY FISRWICK, et al., -t;llinst 
JOHN L. lEWIS, et ale This _s an action in ahaneery requestiJIg fiDediate 
temporary injunction and penn,ulent injunction by the officers of the then 
Distriat fio. 12. U. 1(. W. of A. against JOHN L. u:mS ~ other offioer. or 
the International U. U. W. and individue.ls ,",om IZWIS bad appoiJlted to a.sl.UDe 
the variouB offices of District No. 12 in place of .he elected officers, BAR­
RY FISIDiICX being one of the elected officers. In this ease, JOSEPH A. LON­
DRlGAN and JILOYD E. THOIo:PSON were the principal attorney. representing FISH­
WICK. The principal attorneys representing JOHN L. L!lIfIS were JlBNRY mJUllBl. 
CHARLES E. "EIRICH, M. PULVERMAN and a;ul GILI..ESPIE. BtIlKE. III)d GIU.ESPIE. 

The docket 'alone 1A this cas,! consumed several pages, and it is 
beqeved at this time too volUlllinous to quote. lIumeroul pleadings _re 
filed including several ~nded billa of complaint •• eyeral an.-era an4 
amended an81fers, leveral cro •• bills, lIIIended allS_re to ero •• bills and 
amended cross bills. From time to time. numerous oomplailmnta and defend­
ants were added and .ubtracted from -the wIt. the .uii; was yery acthe Aur­
ing the rmne.inder of 1929 and 1930. 4)l Ap:-l1 1'1. 1930 .. the Court ordered a. 
citation, for contempt aga~"" JOHN L. LfilS and aeveral other.. Later in 
July, the citation against most of the others tor contempt was dismi.sed. 
The pleadings in this cue ue very yolwninoua and 1fI)uld 1'.111 at leu,\; one 
file dra_r • 

. A cheCk .f the records of tIllI Clerk ot the eircuit Court .t· 
Appeala, Supreme Oourt Building. Springfield. 11l1lloh. revealed. ~t .. 
a relult of the PNceedings in Circuit C$urt of Sangaaon County ~ OOlmec­
tion with instant caee, 'two appeals _re take. thJI first appeal by JOHN 
L. tEiiIS .contends that. the tempora.ry injul)Ction 1mposed by the Circuit 
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RE : JOHN L. IE.ns. ET. At 

HARRY nljfflnCK. ET AL 
T8. JOHN L. LE"JIIS. ET At 

(Continued) 

Court ahou~a oe G1BJ1liasea. 1"De Circuit 
Court of Appeals affirmed the Lc:!1I9r Court·. 
decision and did not dilllDilS the temporary 
injunction. 

The second case involves the contentionof u;liIS that the pe~­
ent injunction should not have been issued and was erroneously laaued bJ 
the lower C01lTt in view of the fact that the complainant had not maintained 
the status quo in that that body h8d .(MOHed an intsrna1i.onal oonvention and 
elected new international 'Officers when preViously LI!:WrS hnd aecured a _­
jority or sigpaturBe of members in favor of indefinitely postponing the in­
tern&tional ccnvention. 

~ 

The printed reO') rd in the fir-fit O~'Q in the Appella.te Court (;On­

Eisted of an ab.tract; statement· brief in argument; and reply brief or *be 
appellant. JOHN L. LEli1S •. Also an additional abstract and brief Of t he 
appellee, HARRY FISH"iICK. The pr!nted record of the second case 1n Appellate 
Court consists of an abstract of record and statement brief in argument; tor 
the appellant, JOHN L. was; also reply brief of appellees .and .. dditional 
abstract for the appellees. All these printed documents are voluminous. 

The result or both appeals _e, lower court was upheld in both in­
stances retaining in effect t e temporou-y injundion and approving t he per-
.. anent injunction. The, two opinions of the Circuit Court of Appeal contain 
a brie.f coneise .,=e.ry of the fects nnd the law &.nd are reported in the 
follov<ing citations: 

"256, Illinois AppeDatc Court Reports, 402 
206, Illinois Appellnte Court Reports, 230" 

In view of t he voluminous nature of the case record and plead­
l.nb5 l.n this ease .. copies fjf the proceedings are at this time. not, being 
secured. It appears that they would have little value except as background 
1 n.formation in connection with instant case, in v1_ of the fict that the 
case involves a dispute within the U. 11. W. of A. union and is not b6tween 
!IIembers of the U. Joi. ;'1. and the Progre8sive Jline Workers. 
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RE: JOHN L. IEJIS, ET At 

IllT'.illVID1 hTIH 
JOHll GROH ~

rollcmin inve"tigation "as conduct.ed b" Special Agents 
nd ___ at Spri.agfield. Dli-

noson ep r~ •. 

At the OUlce of the S)lI'ingiield Field Division igents intel'VieneO. 
JOHN GROH, Pawnee, Illinois, who furnished the etateoent lRenti(llllild herein. 

In regard to the exhihits mentiuned in his etatenent Cram JG-l to 
JG-l9 inclusive, it might be stat.ed that ~hc/ A.'-C being rc'tained in the ex­
hibit section of inst.ant. case and are not bcin,; set. forth in detail a8 it is 
fslt. th<.t other ref.:rence has been madu to the r.Jparts and affidavits in 
intervieus with other officials and miner~. 

In rc:gard to those: exhibits, lffi. CtROO requested that they be returned 
to hin after instant case is disposed of. 

GRaH also advised that back in 1910 he shot a rnbbit in Pawnce. 
Illinois and thtlt a noighbor thought he wa3 shootiflb at him so the neighbor 
got a 'Iarrant out and the. Polic~ at Pmmee, Illinois arrc.stc.'<i him but did not 
put hi!:! in jail and aitur the matte-r was, cxyl.aincd the warrant was dismissod. 

He f'urthc)r said that in 1932 or 1933 the Shoriff of Spr:Lit;-,fiold,· nli· 
nois C'JilC te his hocc "nd arrcst<;d him on an assault and octtor;r \iarrUlt and 
tool: him to th" County ,],,11 11lwro he "liS hold about 20 minutes and 'lias then 
released on bond and TJas bound aver to the Grand Jury. GROiI said he 'IIllS not 
nC2r tho :;ocone of the D.ss£J.Ult and b:..ttory but \lCS in fmothur tonn and bad ' 
notlllng to do ill .. n lonC cas'J. He iurther scid he nover heard an,ythillf; iurtber 
about th~ case and ne~cr ~n~ indictod or tried.' 

" It was noted that JOHN (]ROll is an intelligent lndi ndual and he speaks', 
in a clear tone and is reed; 1y undOr:stOOOe HfJ advisoo he is willing to eo­
opcrtitc to ths fullest cxtr;nt and will testif; if nocessary. It is felt that 
h" ",auld make a ~E:I"'J good Witness and ho aaid he can tcstif~' i'rom his recol­
lection ",nd elso frOID the reports and C1ffidavi ts and not(;s 'ilhich he turned 
over tc Agents. It might be stet,xi that GROll had given the above exhibits 
to )/:-. SCHNEIDER of WA who broUYlt them to the Springfield Field Division 
a f .w days earlier in order that they 'IIould be avaiLblo when 1Ir. GRO!! came 
to be interviewed. In regard to these oxhibits and copies of affidavits, 
JIr. GROH put his initinl plus tho lIUlIIoor and date on each repurt ar affidavit. 

The signed stn~nt which he furniB~~ is as followsl 
. . 

, 

.. "SprinGfield, Ill. 
8cpt.ll~ 1943 

herab? give th~ following su,tcmcnt to 
lIho are known to ., to be Spacial Agents 

- 49~ - I 



s- . 
. , . 

.,' 
< 

. 
REI JOHN L. was. IT At • 

TIlTERVre'1 \ITTH 
JOHN" GRCH 
(continued) 

of the F.B.I. )10 threats or prOlll1ses bav(;.-lxMm _de _ to, 
procure this stutemoot and I lII&ke :it llt IllY CIItti 
free will. 

"I ll.D proscnUy anploycd tr<J the Weavar )tmu. Co. Sprineficld. Ill. I '!!L\, 

born Jul. 10, 1388 in HuneLll"Y.L I ccme to U. S. in 1900 and b'lCatIC a dUson 
through m" fathers naturalization in 1906 or 1900. I first joinod a mine 
union at Lincoln, Tll. in 1903 tJ"tJ.s TU.fS U.Jl .. l1. I l't.avc l'.eld "'Ynr1,)'..le officos 
in t.hQ unions frOli tirJC to t1l:lo, holding all local offices at' aile timC or 
anDther. I h:;,viJ been a P.M.;,. bonrd 09l:1bor frCll!l S"pt. 1939 to Feb. 1941 
this was the Distr.ict Boa. rd. f.or .. Springfield, Ill. )line .B" was includod i~ 
r.rv district- I have nev",r workod at llinc "B". :r had nothinl! to do with I 
;;'ff;-i;;-;i -~; E' ~tii i-b,:c~e " board r:iCnmer just pnor to thotoeopening 
of the mine in 1939. . j 

11K. , at.tcntiJIl was first callod to the td.ne -B" II1.tuati<>n When I read 
in the paper th=.t the m1.nc was NOpcning. I then called 1Ir. Jnshoff &fld told 
llin J: 'lias ~tcre5t.ud in t.he; reopening of mine -B" I/.S a l'Ioard meJilbcr of P.Il.A. 
lIhich had tho barg~ining rigpt.s in hi:! :Ano. He tQJ..dmc he had nothing to 1'.<.1" 
toJ oc ah mt and didn't intend to discuss th" opening o! Dine -8" with cc or 
the organization toot I rep%'c:.oent. I 1nftlrned hiLl that P.!! ..... hnrl the 
bar~f:initlJ righto am toot we were int.er"stc.'tl, in the openinG of "this cinco H·, 
becauc a little abusive am I then cont:.cted the lawyer h-; had hired t.o repre· 
s"nt hir:. The lawyer t"ld D£) Blsh"ff was f:0'-n,; to open the Dine under an OpoL 
shvp. This was in the Untyarf s ,}ifiea at. 5th & ",dams. T-nr,1Ugll the attorn~ 
we fiMlly got l'.n intcnrieu with Mr. Slsh.lff, l!r. Falsctti and the !l.t.torncyJ, 
l.!r. McC[am, !.lr. I:eck. LIr. Bc.dJCk an! I net with these men at the District 
P.l!.i.. he=quartors. lP'. Lee Ensd uas tho .ttt'l%'rIey for Hr. E1sh 'ff. The 
Scct.-TrCLlS. of the ::JL.~c I!f}" Cu. ;;as also there I d0n't re'"~ll l".is nilI!le. 1Ie 
had " discussic>n and could n·)t get t.)gethcr at this time Mr. Blshoff tlade 
the .statencnt that he v:Juli1n't si'~ a contract with either uni;m. 7:h1s 
nc·]tin:; tCl0k pIneo a ff1fl dnys after the r:dne was 0penod as an ')pon shop, as 
I recc.ll. ..i.ftur "this nectine lie the P.ll.A. orticinls decided tr1nce lie 
c mld reach n·) &<:;rce:.lcnt that ~c w·,uld just !bide our til'lc untU sOtlCthing 
hrtpp::mcct to cull the b>ar<l uol'lb;:1' into the p~cturo. This would b" when 11. 

c'mt.r,)vcrsy ar050 at the mnc bctwoon the union and th1; eOllp1ll\Y that c6uld 
not b-, 3ettloo i>;r t.he lo:ea1 Qffice!'s. 

Sueh a controversy did ar1&e and I • .,nt out there and he refused to 
t.:illI: l/1 th z::e. I returned t.) I:ly ,cruce and sh'xrtly recieved a call frCll!l 
Elshart ~elling IOIC he was wr~n.:;, that unier theN.L.R.B. ruling he w"., ld have 
tc deal with nco He asked uc to return 1;.0 his office at thF_ Ilino. 2'his was 
a short title after thr; first c.mfcroocc. I ret.urned alone. th" locnl. pit 
c=i ttoc cClnBiat;i.n;; .. J! Bill Schcrvc~ a ~n b;:T the n,UJI) uf BiU)tini, John 
!!al.ncker thL'Il Pr(;s. ;:,1' lvCill54. "ere .J! C<1l.Ir:!e t.here. Ye lJ6t Witb ilshDff, 
\lh.) do .. ~lt with us but did 80 in a very vtf-hand wooer ~1.n~ us ('001 wu Wer, 

unwelCJIJO, we rc::.ched n·) a;l"o£;oont. Elshofr said be lIJUld nJt d.) ~sinoo5 
all in t.ha \:It:st but uutlined a pr:>c"f!ding or b.1s <ftIIl.a, I .c:>Ul.d n<.>t accept. thi: 
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RE: JOHN L. LE':IS, ET 1..1 

INTERVlYl l7ITH anel tJl:! hin thnt I could only do business with hiz:! as with 
JOHi) GROH all "thcrs. "c "cliiovod nothing by this ooetin!;. The i 
(c~ntinued) ooth,><i:>ffer<:d by blsh,off f:>r hnndlinc; mtturs :..nrle hU1 the 

. ade ju1ge as to who ahoulrl be discharl:OC and '111\1. He said 
it "'ns his pr,'perty and he: T! lUlrl run it <1S he 5<1"; fit with no intorfe;rence fror;! 
.ir!yonG, tL" ~;ilO' he saT:' fit. I of course to:'d ~rl.il that as we ·.yere the 
bar~"inin,; a:ent h" \lJulc\ hav::; to chc·.n'~" his o.irrl. He ani'\ thnt tine woulJ 
tell as to th"t •. 110 thWl1 "ot pcrsoml <1nd toln IJC that Tlh<lt h2ppcne1 out 
there VI<:'S nJ usincss of r;iuo. lie rope<tt d this procecdure Bover.:l tiDes 
111""-0'5 with the S1li.lC results. Finn~ ~IC uct 'I1ithElsh,,{;' at the Leland H0tel 
an I held nc L;otia tions. 

"I havu turncd "vcr t" th" Fe'lerd Bur(;l1u 0f InVt:sti,;nti?n copies 
',f n0tcs taken ilt vilri"us wotinc's hel,.: between represcntatives of the 
P.L: .... , of )lhich I Vias one and reprcsent<:.tives of tho Mine "B" Coal Co. of 
which l.Ir. ElshJff was one. These nJtes \lere :Jade in Ion,: hand. by !k. 
McC;::.nn at the, tin8 Jf thes" I:le~tini;s anJ he afterwards had them typed 
,1Vl.n C )pies tJ those atternlin. ThesCl copies were (;ivsn t" the representa­
ti Yes ,of o.ine "B" l1S '"ell all~, it was a.!;Teed aoon~ all that they actually 
described ,.bat 1-o>k place at thesc Licetin,;s. I aD i'lentifyin.; oy copies of 
thes"" n.)tes ;::.oJ vcrifj'in.:· the infJrL;,:-,ti,on as contained therein. It is J:Jy 
feelin. that these ne,;vti.::ti ms were all a fc:.rc(; and lICrc entered in 
by the r"preSenwtivGs .,f !line nB" OIith.)ut c. ,;0),1 faith ~nd With no intent to 
nakc any contrc,ct with P.M., .. but intenrlin; at the tirie t" ullke U.ll:;;. the 
b<::.r ·.::inin,· a·l.-llt at the nin". This ./as t!1e iuprcssion I receivooi frOG the 
LlC<:ltin .5 =,; th" pr )ceoc\ure ther". 

"I an iJentifyin _ tho first notes [IS J. G. 1 an': verify tho in! Jrnati ~n 
therc:ii1 as b"in. a rC,c')r' )f this :.leetin· ;::.s it took place. I have nJthinr; 
t, a' . at this tilx. r'hcsc nows refer to the Lectin:: of Feb 15, 1940 heIr! 
<:.t th,; )ffict. of t:r. K<.Jck in P.I:.: •• hen.:quarters. 

"I aI., i ~entifyin,; the sec me, nJtes as J. G. -2 an~ ~>}rify the in­
fJrr..ati)n therein as bcin, ;::. rC.lcor·'.)f this ::;eetin' as it t()ok pl;::.ce. I have 
n )thin t·) ll:: .:.t this tille. These notes refclr to the metin hel: Yay 2, 1940 
in the office Jf I. ttJrnoy Lee Ensel. 

"I an i lentifYin~ the thirC nutes as J. G. - J lID. verify the inf >rIJa­
ti 111 therein as ocin,; "' recocr: of this llcetin.: as it to,)k pleee. I have 
nJthin .. t", a ;'1 at this tilo>}. These; n,'tes refer to the neetin'_ hel'.'. loIa.y ~, 
1940 at the Lelan; H ,tel. 

"I a1" 1 :entifyin: the f,)urth n)tes as J. G. -4 en 1 vcri!~ the int',l1"­
IiBti on therein as bein.; a ree'Jr-) <'f this l:;eetin~ as it took pJ.:::ce. I have 
n'thin_, to a:l.! at this tine. These n~tes refer to a Llectin" hell June 18: 
1940 at the Lelanl Hotel. 
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ltC: JOHN L. W<'rs, ET JJ.. 

INrERVrr;:;, iHTH 
JOHN ()WH 
(continued) 

"I an ilentifyin the fifth set of nJtos as J. G. S. Those 
notes ar~ an accurate recorl of thu weetin" ucscribcd 
therein as it t)·)k place. I bL.ve nJthin" to a,~d at this 
tiDe. Thcsu n )tes refer to Q ::lectin" hoI'! Juno Z7. 19J,O 

at th~ klan '; Hutel. 

"I or. ikntifjin, the siXth set vi n·)tcs as J. G. 6. These n')tes are 
an accurt,t:: r.::cor,l 'f the neetin:; clescribc-l therein a3 it to·,k place. I 
hC:VL n ,thin,. t, nc'", nt tilis tine. These n,tcs refer t" a ncctin~ hel·~ July 11, 
1940 nt the Lckn: H)tel. 

"I ~ i~entifyinG the se'T<mth setlf n.Jtes as J. G. 7. These n"tes 
nrc an accurnV, rec or:: ')f the ,',e~tin,,: describe" therein as it tClok placc. 
I !-.::vc n )thin , t, a 1" at this tine. These. n,tes refer t', a ncetin,~ hold 
July 13, 1940 nt the Lelnn,\ Hotel. 

"I ai'. i :,mtif;,"in a S)t ,f fj')tcs as J. G. 8 this is an exact copy of 
th0 t :stiJOJny I ,~~.vc =ler >ath t) the Bureau -,f Interm:l Ravenue, in 
qucsti :n an': answer fun:. 

"Durin' this period I went tu nine "B" ani sa;. there Eddie Heckelbcck, 
1M: knnm hiLi by seein" hin at vari.,us uni,m c~nventi lOS. H,c wr.s at 
cinG "B" as a "hir InspcctJr",L .!his "as a ne\l job at nino be and I b"licve 
it was a c,::."ofla1.1e fJr his ,)r aninti·mal activities. He M" what wo called 
a "'ireckin. Crcwil ,f U.l~.',:. or.:!.nizers with hin s'oc arcl Un. I£.nski, a 
naL c.1101 Shuey (ph.) Cu" e Baul.larner, am! ab,rut tTle ' ,ty Jthers that I knew 
but can't rec"ll ,fLh;:ln.l. I fQund th;:lt those ncn ha:1 been placed in 
str."tc. ic spots in tho nino whECre th£lJ c,)uld contact e"ch nan. lhese wen 
be a" t.,' intLll,ktt:. th" L!Gn f Jrcing thon tl j~in U.H.,;r. This inf'Jrnation 
c_."e t, nc frm the uen. Thos& w.:;re nen who ha" n,'t worker', since 1937, they 
w"r3 t 01: ~:, i:iC in c0nfi:lence. s 'rl& ,f the uen even sayin, that if JXlt m the 
st'ln 1 the, '; m:d ,1erv- what they ha,: t,)lJ. Tho:' WJulel say they kne,/ this was 
wrnC but the;,- an'; their fdllly hrd t 1 cr.t. An,)n.: th '5(; 'Jr:mizers r:lentioncd 
"'3r~ th, Lin:!s0y BrJthEOrs th-JY wer" h,.rc, 'len. SooeJf these uons activities 
c ·rlsist~< >::: cuttin, tires an:l a&dcllinc lIi th the iffni tim s;.rst.::, is nn CD.rS & 
truck~ b,;loninc t, th~ non JUtsic:",f ,U.l:.Ci. Ono:; of these nen \'las =00 
P~tc Cl l}J., AnAher Dixon, ,m:: Hick. •• feilorl nar.red GC). Buchaito, O. N. 
c l11:1. E1iz. E Griffith Ave. ~JaS c 'ntacte.l ~. Eel. Hccke1beck ·m 7/5 '40 nsked 
.'lin ',!hat ,or ,c.nizr.ti 'll he >1as pc.~.rin' Juos t,. Heckelbock t"l.j hir; he lntter 
quit p:vin. ::u(os tJ P.Il.: .. arv', insistQ" he, better j,)in U.I!.~'. he 1'11Ul.i n Jt si,:n 
'S;) 'In t'k'l t evenin' ,Silr~ Alb;mc3e ::n' 1 'in. L'lIlSky called at his h )ne an" f>rced 
hin t·) J )in U .1::.;. unlcr thre~ ts. 

J.lec ',:nclisich W;:IS apprC'.c~lC(', by Hcckleb:;ck &: B.,Mn')n -)0 Jul 9. 19~ and 
1,,'1S forced t::: 5i .n up ,"Ii t~ U.:1'-:. 
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JOHN L. lZ ,IS, ET i~ 

IN'nRVn:-: ';;ITH 
JOHN GROB 
(c:ntillUcd) 

"AnJy K,)C".r~", i.uburn, Ill. "(lS Dp.:T'",chccl by 'liD. U>.nSky 
an) Dn'thcr 'Or ·c.nizor Dt his h '0(; "n July 31st, 1940, 
he UD3 tJl.: he LlUst si.,n up with U.H.W. <It' he ,,'U1dn t 
"·Jrk e. t r.:inc B or ~. "ther : dne. 

nr I"c.:call tr..at th,c fnll-1Win< :x:n have ~.a:le affi:--w'vits sh::min:: in-
st nc(3)f vL1c.:DCC Dn'!' intini ;"tin t'lhich a_fidClvits wer" nn;e in r:w 
presence. Thero ::rust rove been at least 25 Jr ,30 such e.ffa.-Invi ts rJ(lic ,me by 
Pete Klo Il, me by a little It,;~illn \1h.)sc name I c! 'n't reC(lll bUt who wo 
c .. 11o: Charlie Ch...lplin. iuuther uas J(l1.Je;s Scnnieder, anvther '';0. }! ,linsky, 
Vincent ~1tjika arri hnth)~ Cuiffetelli. 

~There wer· nuncr 'us :~en wh) cal.le t·, nc l\'i th c Joplaints "b'l1t DCts ::>f 
vi 'lcmce an:l intiJ.:i:lnti on D(linst P.M .... ,-,en at Mine B anJn; th~sc I rooenber 
lnc Pete Brc.l-laLi., Jr. S. Sr., Go )r ... c R)rn I'hti'srnon, ltn.rtin Jurkis Divern0n, 

i.r.t')n Buizc, T .my Pikericlus, Geire Slli th VirclCln, Lest"r liilkers .. m an,l tJa~, 
FoUny n,r" that I C2.n n Jt rccnll. 

"i'(\'liti'cllill Den wh; !JaC:e afficl:lvits u.s tJ the intiLi'kti,'ns at oine 
be ilr·c, S"l2.cl)re C" t,;,l::>nc and C,,,lilc R:mclilzz), Fri.n){ Sieders, Kathcw Cons::>le, 
:r~ Go :'-:c.n enl Cly,e Heeds all 'f thcsu usn Tlcre als beaten. 

"Others wh) nn"" arra ~ivits in ~ prcsonce but \;er:; DJt heaten 
tl1:j. I kn lU ,\iGI"0, Hike ",lillcn, «:1.: St::.,;vu 11ioff. .iLLs) Pete l~w"1ual, \io. 
Br.'<lnt. 

"S.me .;:,:m "hl br,lu. :ht c10IX:1ints tc DC but eiG n'lt rmke 
~ff:;':[;vi ts thnt I kn ,,: ,f I;cr." J lhn Pr •. h'yla, Th ):.;as Halo, an" Pr.ris 
Ce.uscc.llL 

"I hc.ve !J,C.'ic suver".l rep lrts & nff;~davits :m vnri·)Us ClCcnsims por-

t,_i:l~.n ~ 1._~~~i,-lU~~ ~t~?~~ ~;~~C~~(1_\l~~~1_ t~~.: ::n~rf~~:s~ ~: !line "B" S)OC 
'.1 "tnc.~ J.. !lZ,",'C; KCPl.o CJPF~~ j~ 1,,1l '~.: \; )f)l.t...:;:) 'iU1J,.l,;.l J.. lWVl,,! .J. d.~.J. tu:;:nin!~ over tJ 

the Fe:lerc.l Burcc.u cf Investi ~ati on. I an identifying each of these and 
reaffiroin~ the inforoation cont~ined therein. 

"The first of these is uni2.ted and is a rEI=' ort I made on a discrorge 
case of a shot-firer naoed Wm. Bryant and others. I made this re:,ort to 
U~ Keck then President of F.M.A. This report is in the nature of a summary 
o~ lIh"t had roppcned in regard to these cases. It is to be noted that at 
this time the P.ll.A. Tlas the elected bargaining ap,ent for all men at )!ine RB" 
ret~t..rd~ess 01 'the UIUon to which they oC.Longcd. Nevertholcss the CODipi.qf 
officials recoGnized and d~ult with Chas. Boh"non as the representative of 

. the U .M;ii., In the; dischnr';0 case of John ROIlUC. It is my observation 
that in disJ7Ute cases invo1vin", U.M.Ti. the Company officinls lIould give them 
prior attention and pr\,;:fercncc over cnscs involving men who ~er~ mc..mbers of 
tbo P.M ..... "lim. Bryant the shot-£irer was entitled to tl hours pay fot' 'I ., 
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RE: vOlU\' L. UiilS, ET AL 

L; :i'ERVIE':; ImH 
JOElI GllOH 
(continued) 

and Bryant 'Ias 

hour clay urrlcr the reco6Ilised treatment of I!ICn cngagod in 
this occupntion, however \7hen.P.lf.iI.. tried to hnve this 
mutter c;::.red for the Comp<mJ refused to writo his CCBe up. 
But as soon as the U.lI:. ,i. CCJIle in this z:w.ttor 'lias sottled· 

paid buck .m,;cs. I mn identif ,Yinc this rGport as J. G.-9. 

"Exhibit J. G. ,.10 is a COlTJ of ;::.n affidavit dated Sept. 12, 1940, 
this i~ '1n uffidcvit -thc.t s':!tG ,')ut !l\Y firrlings on the quostion [\5 to tlh"thcr 
or not? .E.i •• cen ''lCrc beine hirud ct !line B as 'P.!)ll as U.i:;·:. IIl0mbors. It 
"23 th·. conLntion of tho compc:ny officials th.:.t they \'lore hiring P.M.:,. men 
2.C "oll ;::'5 U.M;,:. I mr.d" this imrcstigc.tion bocD.use of nunorous conplaints 
th;::."_ I h2d rec"ivcd from P.!!.!'. ncn to the effect thnt they could not get 
job3 o.t Mine B ulthoug:l Dcn Vier" beinG hirod thcrco. I am =king as 
_xhihi t J, G. lo-h a cOF'of 'll affid",,·it "",de b;' nc d::ted in October, 1940, 
this r;f"rs to !.len "Iho ""rc enploycd nt roinc "Btl 'Iho '\:erc not Progressives and 
::;0n "ho \Ier~ ProbT'.:ssi ves who licr'c or-Died jobs at nine "B" durint the sume 
periJd. This affad2.vit refers 41150 to a group of P.LA. I:len'lho held there 
",.inin" tools stolcn and wer:: subr..i tted to othl!r inticidctions. I = IdGritifyin,; 
.15 furth·.'r evid ... ncc an exhibit muibcrcd J. G. IDB Which is n further list of 
P. l:.H. [.',em who lVCr(; dunicd eLp1'-'Y'cnt at mine B at the Sine tine others who 
ar,: n '.!Jcd. th(;r~iTl l'~crc giv~n vJork llhu l','hc.:re not r:.icrib..;rs of the P.l!.,IL. Bone 
of these others arc also Ilal.li-d on this list. This list wus mde up by lle for 
r,y cwn us'~ and other txn S01:e possible l.list<cl:cs in spe11iI1G !,>cJes is known 
to LC: to be eorrGct. 

"I en also iG.Gntif5n~ ,c. copy of 8. juint affudavit !:lade by LJyself 
"n. Schcrvs, i.r}crico D<lntini nnd \ir.: B;::.dock. This '1as duted .. u .. , 8, 1940 and 
rvf;;rs tc a st"tcxnt bJ Elsh,)ff th"t he; t'IDuld neV()r siGl1 a contr:.et with 
P.::.~.. I 11:'.1 re'lfflr!:'.ing this sLk::c:nt nnd idfmtifJ-ing it i.S J. O. -11. 

"I all turninG over c_ co;:;;r ,,!: en t.:fidavit na,1e b~- :"e Oil S}pt. 12, 1940, 
,·,hic]: pcrtcins to the C0:ljXl!1ics c,mtentbn tlli'lt t1i') wvn the;' ~l"d hired were 
:;:. :~".. ",eLb·~rs "hen in fc.ct tho:! "erc n It. I al~ idontifyinc this us J. G. 1.2. 

"I Xl i,kntifJi.n: cs cxh::'!)its J. G. 13 ilnd 13 A a rcp)rt f:<lde b7 
.. ," ·,n " ';ri,,y:U1Ce of anth"n:r Cu;ffcwlli .:.od if;; rcp.Tt of :JY 
fincli:1!.s in the >£etter. It is "ort'.;,.- ,)f n,)te that Cuiffotclli t\fkr ru;king 
this rc"p,rt· cc .. ,e t, no, llit!, his ldfe ~nd requosted thnt it h6 \1ithdr;::.-vm. He 
dU n)t deny thct he had b8en C llltcctod and talc! to withdrml the conplaint but 
refuso;l tc t,ll the 11h012 st ;rj' as to nho had c0ntacted hin, he did w.cntLm 
t:1Q supcrinknd(mt h;:.,; t~.lk.}C! to ;un but T/,:mld n Jt tell :.e ll!J, .... t TluS tol.! hir". 
The CC.SL. \:as \1i thdrilwn which is [! vcr:,r unusual occ'::mrD.nce. 

!II !ill ickntif;Iin,; as exhibit no. J. G. -14 an affudavit mde by 00 
reletivr. tJ >ne H. V. C<lrver, ,·!h) \1as hired at '-line "B"and cln1..-lC.\ W the­
QanageI:lent to be (l rr't>TE.s.;iv(O but Tlh·., 11as actuall:r nG lootO"r a P.!!.: .• 00:.1001' 

but \las s~.)nG f0r U.lJ.U. 

'~". ;.; .. t·":".,....,;r·~:'T.;"~·· '1" ., ...... ,.; 
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Jm. .M!rt'L. LE ;rs, ET JJ.. 

INTERVIE\i liITH 
JOHN GROH 
(c)ntinued) 

j )in the D.L '.;. 

"I aD identifyinG as exhibits J. G. 15-16-17 &< 18 
aifadavits nac:o by !.!ike liill,m, Jauos Schneidc.r, Pete 
KIJUll and ~~. Schervc. Those affadavits ~erJ wade in 
uy )rescnce £lrd concern these Ilen bein", c'mtact",d to 

"I a;.l turnin;~ ,v'"r t) "'~'.nts "f the; F .B.!. 12 paJes of Ijn,;-hand nJtc~ 
":hich I hc.v<.. USD" tu refresh r:.:' recollectiJn. These are n )tes !Jade by LlJSclf 
I Cl.;' i-[.::ntif.in, ther.; as J. G. 19, they have be;un kept in;:ry ?'550Ssi'm until 
this tir.1C as i.ave all -,th"r p"pcrs I tmvl.: turnoJ,vcr to ... .:/.nts. 

"I l,",vc bc;on 8hmn a c'p~' vf an "ffadavit mr\c bJ no (1-B-57) which 
I Nc',-nizc as h.:lvin; ,,,,,10. It is in rv,=d t;) tho fact t:u.t thore arc nJ 
chcck- ,ffs ;f uni)l1 duo.s at nine "B". I a::'firu thiO.t it is tru" and c.)rrect 
[.ni tht the si';nature there)n is :inc it is d:ltcd J.u " 10, 1940. I ha1 tried 
t) :cot Elsh.lfi tc instccll th_ check-off s~'stCl.: "t nino nB" which hall berm in 
effc.ct c.t [;inc "B" pri .'r t,) the strikc.L 7[(; eV0n sh ,we! that tho N.L.R.B. 
rulin' pr,)vide:l fJr this as.mn:': thu ri,;l1ts onjJyed b;' th nincrs pri 1l' t:> 
the shut-J·e .. n. He.m ~,cny .)ecasims he-(: refused to ~nnt this r,)quost c;iVin,,' 
v.:'.ri -,us rcC;.s ~ns thc.:rcf -,re. 

"I lnv~ b"cn sh·J\lD n c'~v "f ,. j,int affaclavit l.l",le by ny-self, Un. 
Kcck, ,.:;. Shcrve &0 J·,r.n licCc.nn, (1-B-30). This nffnc\"vit perkins to its 
5i ners he-vin} n Jtifi"d Ur. Elsh)ff on :Jany ,)ccas1.ms of the inti:Jidcti on beine: 
used L 51.in, the ;Jen back to tho U.ll;.'-. he ha,~ nlvlays 'lamed nny 1m JVlled:;e 
Jf sue!'. neti on ani elamed n,lthin. ,of th~ s·lrt w',uld be al1·:m",j at the ;:dno. 
I renffiru the; inf moati)n c,mtain"rl therein anc'. ,,-cknowledi~e ny 5i :1ature 
there )n. "e alwcys t ,1J Elsh ,ff 'f euch tine a nan wes injure'l .)r btlaten at 
the mn" but he clnined t·) kn 11'1 n,)thin" :.b Jut it. I DUst have- 1m ,~m )f it 
h )wevor bvceuse of th~ h ,spit,_l bills anr: c=pcnsnti m he ha '. to pay. 

"I hav(: b~on Sh.l\ffi by [, 'ents a copy vf an affidc.vit "mch is presently 
in the p ,ssessi·n ,f the F"c\. Bur. "f Invest. This perkins t'J the enp1JY­
ticot ,f 4 P.ll .... nen at llino "B" wh l lillu t,) j ,in the U.H.:;. in )rder t.l tet 
n j .• b. Tho nen arc Gc)r.:e N,rboct, Jue O'Heri, J)8 V'oM aru~ J)O Zini, the 
nff":le.vit is datccl S _pt. 12, 1940,L It is true and cJrr.ct ani .1 roo.ffirLl the 
tnt ;r'.:ati m thenin and aLl aflixin" ny initails thereto. . 

"I de; n't reeilll nt the presellt uclcin·.: the aff:lunvit 'f Oct. 3. 1940 
~'hich bears thJ na:.:,es (n)t si :n2turos) "f ,iLl. Keck, J,,jm IAcC~rm an.! uysulf. 
I r1) kn.", h .'Wevor that on nUl.lcr'us lccClsicms Fnlsetti has 11zde '.:er >;Tat :ry 
rcnarks c mc.,rnin'. P.}.!.i •• (Exhibit 31). 

tli!cckclbeck ;ri·}r t) c ';:1no; t" !:line "B" was eopl,,:,":;" '. b;" tho Stato Jf 
lll. S"los Tax di visi In. H:; left this j ,b t, ,;' t, nine liB". Ho sh ',rUy 
r,ftor the 5\lin;; ,)vcr t.l U.H.~;. quit cine "Bn am llEmt t) Chica,'Q \;hcre he 
n..,..; is. 
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RE: JOHN L. I.E ,IS, ET AL 

....... ~n. ......,.,. ...... T 

U unl" lrt\.Jn 

(continued) 

"The P.il.i •• did nJthini; tJ keep the Dine B nen in line 1;8 

clepcn'1ed ~m tJ'1€: h,-:;nesty w"'ld l.-iyalty .;f tho non entirelJr .. 
Our hnuls were tied by tho injuncti ,n which we tried t) 
hnve (\is"l wd but TIC wero n0t able t" do) that. 

n::.y unclcrst,_~ndin.) )f h·m the U.n:li. "1')n the 2n'~ N.L.R.B. is that the 
::,on 1Icr~ t '1,: th;:t if the v,tc ... ent f)r the rr" ,;res:3i ves there would lx; nO) 
;:r" " ,rk ~t "linc "B". Th" "j(m th~r:sclv~s t,ll.l tlU this but r.t th., B!lD(; ti:oe 
t ,1: co", t:1nt if the; 17or" put 'n th<- stan:l they r. Jul0. deny it rc.thor tJmn 

run th,] risk )f bein boaton,r ,lCrsecutcd. 

"FTi rr t.' 1937 fr 00', 1':132 ,:hen c ::.."m lwntun [l j)h in th.: :.:ine fiJr his 
5 ;n, ho '~;as t :ld th~~t tho ,lJor :'£n with ;;:))1:1 car;is T~ ·uld have t'l be .:i,"fcn 
prcfcrc:lcc but t'.c,t if tn', tirlc cv']r cm,c 1lhen the SitU£lti m '\la5 such thnt n­
ol'ier r,:_a ',;cr., ,'"dtin the: c )ulJ ,-et n j 'b fr)r th" s?n. ':hen the ::-ine re­
'pence: in 1'J]7 hmcv~r ::.n'l n : .eJ! r..::nto': a j.h f.lr his soon he 17as tol'\ to Bee 
the U.l';:. 'r,~::nizers, ~Ih) VI ,ttl' tell hirl hu c 11tl', .-' t" work at :ne0 if he 
en' tis f", '.her ,,>\;.1<1 j ,in the U.1:. • In this \7ay the U.H::. ,:-,t s'ne r'lcn t~ 

.. ~ ... ,_ ~ ..... l,." .. ...., 
. VI...J. '"') U'l~ • ..l. 

but th~ circUL;sLncos ,.of the f'-'lily \1 ",11 b,! t~kcn in c 'nsi :crcti'n in 
s?,"cif'.l cases an,. thc b ,ys \: JuL be ,:iven a j ,b. 

air _'r~ 
np2.:~in 

he ruL 

'Ipt:n(;~~. 

"I have n, inf '!'Lilti 'n 'f I:\Y a<;n kn )1'/100, e as t" h,)\1 Elsh 'ff could 
to keep nine be cl,)s8::! f ',r Su lon. RU!:l')r VIas that s')Heb,xl;' was 

the Frie:ht.1r I have; cskc": Elsh"if 11b,ut this tine and a,:ain an'" 
always av)ide:: :i Yin rlC;: 'lirect nnS\1cr. 

}Jers 'flal kn' )'lilcc, .; 'Jf the c loci ti'n ;1' the nine when it 
it was in as ," Yl a shape as c)ull be cxpecteJ but I heard 

"I hnvv n~' 
I 'in 5 t)ld 

unusual. :: 11 thin 

tr,:l'wn the Dine first)p,oned I 11<:., a b.::e' 10 and coul'\ n't exert t.ySclf 
pi1;'sic:;1l;,-. On t,L ';CCCl:ll >us an attclJpt w;::.s 1:.:I(;e to) st()P 11(;. Once Chas. 
B h,cnn m tric,1 nn,', mc" Cl f"ll·".! nauecl Ra.'. I tulcl tJ1Ui,. if they bothered Lle 
thc;,- " 1.:1:1 b: s lTI":' 6 ; the; let;.;c _(' unrl.llestcd. 

"I ha'" rca! the f.'r,"~)inG statc.,J(mt ,)f 17 h.:lncl-rlI'itten P(l 'Os 11nl tl 
the; best ;f::ry kn "'lcr~.c Cln-\ belief it is 1111 true 11m c 'rrect. I OJ:! theref r. 
5i nin ' it of:::; -r.n free 1;111 an' vlllti >n." 

"Sprin :fielc, Ill. 
S3pt. iI, 19'-3" 

/5/ "J.)hn Gr)h" 

• A~. F.B.I. (lliIw.) 
Special •• ,;nt, F.B.I., St. Paul, l~inn." 
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_I JOHN L. LEins, ETl.L 

~ITH ___ 

IIIIIIIIIIIII ~no 

exoept that he ~d soon EDMONSON 
Hotol on oooasions. ELSHOFF ate 

". •• :-.~: __ ~-, __ 'r 

_.,..' _:.;.' : ..;, .... -.' .. ,': .:.' '."_.: .;.::'..;::~;, ...... : .. ,_:,';':, i. ...... ..- . 

·9 

tino tho.t he 
with :JOHN L. WfIS, or RAY EDMUNDSON, 

o.nd ELSHOFF to.lk tMiiithor o.t tho Lo1o.nd 
thoro ~roquont1y. ho.d not soeD 

union oonfor a any l.mo • ..-... 

He novor hoo.rd ~ 
unions at o.ll,~ 

Duo to tho faot tho.t __ ovidonoed aonsidoro.blo nervous­
noss nnd 1npso of monory, it apponred to intorviOWinG agents tho.t ........... 
~s ooncoalinG sono faots oonoornine his ~owlodgo of tho o.otiviti~ 
CiUtL ELSHOFF. 
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UTE:: VIE-'; ":ITH 
JOE;: f:. KAllE 

Illinois. 

)Ir. JOHN R. KANE, 
at Harrisbur 
Aben 

,.) 
~ 

the 
by Special 

14. 1943 at Harrisburg. 

}~r. KJ...!!E advised that he became cutJn~el fOT the Progressive 
}'ine ,:oTken of A.c:eri.ca in the latter part of 1937 and continued in 
t!18.t ca?acity until August, 1941. Hr, un:: advised that he ,",ould need 
his letter sand at]-,er records to refresh his recollection of the avents 
an~ cor.versation on oertain specific dates. However. he was Questioned 
specifically as to whether or' not at any time during' his negotiations 
with Elshoff and his counsel the !'latter of Elehoff's sl.lbsidation by 
the Ur.ited l.:ine ".orken was ever openly cherged. JAr. lU.NE stated that he 
never openly !'lade thst charge durine: hiE negotiations with them beoe.use 
he weE a"t1;e~D'tlnb to get 'tone contract signed by ELSEOFF- Vlith the 
Fro,resdve J."ine V;orkers of "'"erice. and that such e. charge would siJll!lly 
arEre,vate matten. In the earl-! part of' the negotiations viith ELSBDFF 
ELSHOrF repeatedly stated that he could not enter into closed shop 
contr!ict with the PI.A because if he did he would be liable for oontempt 
under the Federal Court order which ~ns issued in 1938. This Court 
order ?rovided thet ELSI:OFF should reenploy all worker s in tha mine as 
of }'P~' 12, 1938. To have signed a closed contrr.ct with the ~ would 
heve necessitated ELSHOFF also e~loying the twelve men who had been 
elC10elled i'ro,n the rro!':resdvBe. ELSHOFF contended thnt this would be 
a discri!nination e.ge:.inst ZleW men Ilnd thct he would have beer, liable for 
conte,"?t as he should have signed c. closed shop contr&ot. Ix. KAlil; 
stated that he and the Attorneys for the l..~,erice.n Federation of Labor 
obtained an advisory opinion frtm! the l~t.tionel LaDor Board. ste.ting that 
it would not be e violation of the Court> e order to sign a olosed shop 
contract under those circumst:o.nces.. He stated that ElSRC1FF and hi. 
attorney E,,'SEL dropped "nj' legel pretense for refusing to sign c, contraot 
with the frobressives e.nd smply refused to do business with them. 

Mr. KAl;E .. lEo was specific!:.lly quettioned concerning his 
o.ffidavit of Septe!!lber 13, 1940 !:It which tilne he stated thr.t on November 
29 or 30. 1939 he ,..et \'lith Cl-.RL EL5RJFF c.t the Leland Hotel c.t ELSECFF's 
requo~t for the rU~pOB6 of disoussing n prow~sion of the proposed contract 
with the Progressives. At thr.t meeting ELSHOFF ste.ted thd he would 
not grant the Progressive orgc.nization n check off in dues beoause he 
did not like the orgr~iz"tion nnd intended to do everything in his 
pemer to dh"ppoint it. ELS:!OFF sta,tee. on th~t occt-sion trUlt he .. ould 
det-1 with his employees e.t the ~ine but thct he ~ould not c.gree to 
c.nything thct would be of oid or benefit to the Progressive organizatian. 
Ho further ststed th!'.t not only did he dislike the Progre sdve org~.ni" .. -
tion but he did Dot like its offici<lls or its attorneys. 
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Re I JOHN L. Lu."rS, ET AL 

UiTERV It'" W IT:-{ 
JOHN R. KANE 

On, the above occasion Mr. KJ.NE stated that he pro­
oeeded to the Leland Hotel at ELSHOFF's request to 
diEcuEs the institution of a check off at Mine B. At 

,tho. t t L"'le ELSEOFF W"s v:i th Eome othar individual whom he, WlE, did not 
know. ELSl'OFF at that time w"s somellhat intoxioated, which, acoording 
to ;,'r. K:.1"'E, acc o\lllted for ELSHOFF's lack of judgment anc discretion ill 
l1'.al:in[ tiloEe statements. On all other occe.sior,s Ilr. ILiNE stated that 
ELSFOFF was very discreet anr; tight lipped. In conference! most of the 
talking wa, done by ELSHJFF's J.ttorney. 

Further reference 'WaE ",-de to the discusdon with ~ir. KA1"'E 
concerning the advisory opinion from the Labor Bocrd. l'r. !i.EE stated 
that he fun;iEhed thiE opinion to V.sr:O'~'s attorney, LEE EI:SEL, by 
Iet~er enc' that he iE certain the !"a';ter CE.."te to ELS};OFP s attention 
becf.use they disoussed it betvreen them in their conferences. 

lir. JL:.1~ stated thl:t v;hen the mine opened in November he we.e 
fully prepared to file CIl e.etion oiting ELSL0FF for oontempt in his 
failure to De!,:otiate "'i th the FL" Ie,r. JL:J'E' e proposed action brought 
Dbout sene investication by representatives of the National Labor 
F;elrtion' E Bocrc v'ho r.llegeeJ.y told ELSEOFF the.t unless he negotiated 
with Frogressive he would be lie.bIe for contempt. For e period of time 
~fter this pressure we. brought to bee~ELSEOFF appe~red to be willing 
to necotiete with the Progressives, never, however, to the extent of 
sign~ni': a contrect. l1r. IL'::';E ulllo infort'.ed thct before ELSHOFF opened 
the !'line he eent men around to talk to the former employees of ~line B 
to see if they ~ere willing to co~ be.ok to work and in this manner was 
rrore or less nble to determine the relntiv,e strength of the Progressives 
I: t th<:t ti-r;e. ;.fter the mine op~ned che.rges were brought r.lleging that 
ELS!10FF WCB employing my; in preference to the Progre esives. l<r. IL'lNE 
infor:ned that EU,HOFF 'Worked " very clever soheme in thie r88,?eot. l!ost 
of the ",en "'ho ?lere employee at the.t time Were men who had formerly 
workGc in a mine orgeni"ed by the Progressives ill 1932 which hc.d shut 
cown ~ost ~p.edi'-tely. These !'len pOEEibly had been out of work for 
severel years end Were eventu~lly offered ~ job at ¥.ine B. In every 
instance the record as produced b;' ELSHOFF would show that they had been 
menber E of the FJ.:J.. However, this l!flr.Iber ship was not current. It dated 
be,ok to 1932. 

liith respect to tho dynamite and bombings in Illinois frOlll 1~2 
to 1937 ~b. l\.Al;E Etrted the,t there "'era three sets of bC!llbers, thoso 
with the P!';., those with the un, "nd those ...,ith the opere.torE. J:r. 
Khl;E Wlls positive that he cDuld produco affidavits and witnesses establish­
ing; the f"ct thLlt EDKC;h~Or ,1',5 instrument"l in bringing dyn">lllite ilIto 
Jll inci. "n~ "lso high pOI"ered rifles r.nd !l!!I!!lUIlition • 
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lie I Jom; L. LB\":IS. ET AL 

IlrrERVIE\; WITH 
JORI; P,. KA1"E 
(continued) 

Mr. KbNE was also interrogated as to whether or not he 
knew of LQY individual situations in other mines in 
Illinois whioh "'ight be oomparable to that at Mine B 
in 1937. For example. whether any other mine owners 

. might be approached by EIL1iIMOl; or other 1Jl:"~ officia1e with the 
proposi tion that they close their mine d:>Wll until it could be organized 

.by m~.... Lr. K/,l{E was sure thst he could locate possibly two or three 
other such mines. He could not recall their na.'!lee at that· tIme, hClflever. 

Mr. KANE stated th~t he would be in Springfield on a later date 
at which ti!!IB he would go OVer his records more thoroughly and csll 
at the Springfield Office for a further interview. 
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A£:: JOIDI L. LEWIS, ET.AL 

INTERVIEii filTH Kr. llALLOY is presently located in the State Capitol I 
CHARLES MALLOY ~~~!d~~e~~:: !:si:o!~~~~~n~d::!i~fo~U;!~!:!:t~aD 
furnished by Mr. 7flLLIA)! RYAN, fonner owner or Kine A. who stated 1Ir. 
MALLOY possibly had inrormation concerning an attempted purchase ot a mine 
located in Bond County, I11inoi~ by CARL H. ELSHOFF. 

Mr. l.!ALLOY was very coo~rative. advising that this mine _s the 
~ocohontas ~ine, which was located at Pocohontas, Illinois in Bond County. 
The mine was formerly awned by parties living in East st. LouiS. As a re­
sult of the death of the owner the mine was sold to a Jewish junk dealer 
in Terre Haute .. Indiana. It was the deBi~e of .. ilr. WOOSLEY and. other 
citizens in Pocohontas to keep the min~ cpen. They made a proposi~ion to 
the junk dealer in Terre Haute wherety they would form a corporation on a 
cooperative basis, sell stock. and thus r~~se money to operate th~ mine. 
It was estimltted that it would talre,SO,OOO tp put the mine in operation. 
1Ir. WOOSLEY was unable to promote this proPQsition and raise the neoeu&ry 
money. He appealed to l.ir. J.LALLOY ror assistance in finding a man who would 
be willing to operate the mine. kr. llA1..LOY stated that Kr. RYAN wall a 
personal friend of his, so he endeavored to interest Mr. RYAN in the oper­
ation of the mine. He found, however, that Mr. RYAN had retired trcm the 
coal business, and was not interested. _ 

Mr. RYAN subsequently brought CARL H. ELSHOFF to hill, Mr. JULLOY's 
home, and at that time which was approximately six months ago, ELSHOFF 
indicated an interest 1n purchasing the miDe. ~ catl was placed to 1Ir. 
~OSLEY in Pocohontas to see if the mine were still available. tor it W&s 
1Ir. KALLOY's understanding that the-option to purchase and operate the 
mine ran only for a limited time. Yr. 1JOOS~ advised by telephone that 
the option had expired and that in fact the junk dealer was already taking 
the equipment out of the mine and sorapping it. This. according to Mr. 
YALLOY. terminated the negotiations; hence no proposition was made and no 
conversation was had as to how Elshoff woyld finance the proposition even 
if it could be co~cluded. 

" .. ', .. ~'" .". "'. 
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Re I JOHN L. lEWIS, ET AL 

1UTffiVllJi WITH 
DUNCAN !}I 1TH and 
RCIlERT RONK 

......... 

( 0 

&'l'fH who reiiideaat 
lllinoie, _. 

-', . 

September 

PeoriA area. Be was~~~!f~~~~~~~~~~~~in~g~t~he~~O~ir;;O~'D~8~t~anoeB 
of the o~ni~ation of ~~f;~;;~~i~~~~~~Ulf~/~in~~t~he~~8~,amme~::r;n 
of~6. w. &:lTH produced 
detail~ount of the events pertaining to this mine. !he mine 
foremerly had "been ""ned by the Grant Brothers and was under oontract 
with the ProgreEEiw miners. In the eummer of 1936 the mine was aold 
to til'. Pred &cheerier in Pekin, Illinois. Even though the Progressives 
had a contract with the former owner, ~,,!1aef!er refused to negotiate 
with the ProgreEsive stating that the con';ract did not bind him and 
signed a contract with the lJ'l5':. B" re:'\;.sAd to ceal w.ith the Frogressive 
and to open hie mine until it could be wO:'ked with the Uii'. Mr. 
Smith stated that hie organitation tried to enforoe their contract 
but a decision was handed down against them by the Circuit Court Judge. 
It wes also found that the National Lebor nelation. Board had handed 
down a ruling stating that whenever a mine changed owners he was not 
bounc by tha labor contract executed by the former owner. Ilr. &LITH 
was not a ... are of whether or not SCliAEFFER was 8ubsidized by the ms: 
during the tiJr.e that the !'line waE shut dovm. Hie charge ... as made but 
no evidence was ever developed to substantiate it. 

!Ir. ~:ITH personally talked to SCP.AEFER who stated that he 
o?erated a construotion o~any, the ernpl~ees of whioh had alwaye 
been members of the A.F. of L. and that if he signed up with another 
organization he v:ould lose SOlne 1600 A.F. of L. customers in Illinois 
and that he would not open a mine except under an A.F. of L. union. 
At t h<:.t ti .. "e the Ulil" was still a part of the l.Inerican Federation of 
Labor. Hov/ever, since the expulsion of the l)M'J tram the A.F. of L., 
},x. SCHhEFER has never ent~red into any negotiation with the Progreesivee 
relative to signing the contracts with their organization which is now 
a !Ilember of the A.F. of L. 

In vieT' of the fact that }:r. WILLIAli RY,AN, former oorner of Une 
AI Springfield, Illinois, had st.ted that one ROBERT RONK had possibly 
been approached by EDl'UIIDSON in a situation similar to the Mine B 
case fr. SEITH wae questioned a8 to any knowledge that he might have 
of that situation as he would have jurisdiction as e. Board member. 
i\r. S';I TH was acquainted ,.i th RONK who had ol!.!lretod mines at Hanp' City 
and l'iddel Grove, Illinois. llr. Sl~I TH informed hat RONK had never 
opel !teed any min,! E' un"er the Progress i ve, His mines in fact even atter 
the brenk in 1932 ~ opened under lJ)~. Hence it appeared that a 
situation such as the ~~e B case could never have occurred in ~De8 
owned by RONK. 
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Re I J OHli L. U;VlIS, E'I' AI. 

INTERVI~- TTl TH 
DUll CAl: ~ITH and 
ROOERT RONK 
(continued) 

&lly denied eTer 
to his own mnes 

. However, ilr. llONK who naw reddea at-... 
lIIIIIIIlPeori&, was located and inter~ 
~on. Illinois. Hr. RONK Teri1'1ed information 
furnished by J<r. maTH and atated that he lad De'ftr 
opanted any mine exoept undertha mIi. He apeoitic­

having e.ny conversations with EI1'UNlJSOli with reapeot 
concerning aubsidation. 

Dur ing the cour Ee of the interview 'with ROEK he indioe.ted a profit 
in dealing with the UUW and advised tt~t thin wae the ceneral teeling 
"",ong all co!:l operator.. Be oonsidered the bree.k in the tllSi ranka 
of 1932 os promoted by radicals and agitator. 'Within the U- 'Who bad 
simply se iEed thr.t opportunity to furtl.,r the ir own politioal e.spirations. 
He was well awore that the Frogressiv63 elected thoir ar.n offioers but 
steted that this did not alweys \lurk to the be.t interests in negotia­
tions aod relationships. The men 'who -.reta elected to offioe were 
sOinetL."es incompetont. He felt that the system under JOHN L. lDlIS 
was perheps better whereby e men with LEt IS' experience could appoint 
quelified l£bor lencors to hendle the various disputes and negotiate 
tho various contrects. lie stated the.t the UM7 seemed to beve better 
SUCcess in keeping their members in line and making them comply with 
the terms of the contracts which were negotiated. 
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Re. .rorm L. DUrIS. IT AL 

DlTERVIEW WITH .....:th1.L.!n.terview was conducted by Special Agent_ 
GECRGE J. !!l'ELTE _nn SentAmbm- 22. 1943. in vi_ or 1Dtor-

mahon fu~;h;d-~' JAa CiiJ..SGoir •. GLASGOiI' ad­
vised that one SAl4 WILLS. Division Superintendent of PeabodJ Coal C-pallf. 
Taylorville. Illinois, conta.cted GUSG(JT concerning the r.ll coa.l account 
of the Le1a.nd Hotel held by the Springfield Office of the 19a.body Coal 
Company. WILLS pointed out thllt the Leland Botel aPcount hll.d been C\11; ap­
proximately in ha.lf eometime a.tter Novembor. 1939. GLASGOIr stated that he 
went to RAY EIIIUliOOON in connection with this ma.tter. and BJ»IIJJOO:)lf .replied 
that it _s none of GLASGC1I'I's business. 1'IILL5 18 now deceased. 

GE~GE J. STELTE of' Peabody Coal Company 
~eet, Springfield, Illinois (~omc residence 
_pringfield, Illinois) furnhhed the follewing 

He 8tatod that prior to 193'7, th(l Petbody Coal CompE>.ny had had 
Leland Hotel businoss on and off. He could/Pgce.ll whether or DOt Peabody 
Coal Company had had L&l~d Hotel account prior to 1932 or lubsequent to 
nnd before 1937, but st!lted that undoubtedly during part of thnt t iDlO. tho 
L-cland Hotel Mcount had been with. Pev.body Coal CompnIlY' He produced v. 
record card of the Leland Hotel which shm<od that t he present Leland Hotel 
account was started in Juno of 1937. In ~.y of 1937. the dato with which 
thnt particular card a.ocount startod was blank. For tho year 1937 - 1938, 
1,167.20 tons of coal wore Slid by Poabody to the Leland Hotel. This_I 
the full requirement of tho Leland Hotel; 1958 - 1939, 1,393.80 tOilDl 1939 -
1940, 1,538.28 tons; in 1940 - 1941. tho totfll tons lold wore 78~· .78. For 
the IIIOnth of April. 1939, Peabody Coal Compo.ny lold tho Lolo.nd Botel 149.44 
tons. For April, 1940, the eampnny sold the Lelnnd Botol 60.40 tonI. It 
1mS noted th!l.t in April, 1940. the volwoo of coal sold to the Leland Hotel 
by tho PCClbody Cool Company was cut o.pproxilDntely in hAlt. 

llr. STELTE advisod thnt when tho volumo of bUllin0811 with the 
Leland Hotel had dropped off o.pprox1mo.to1y 50 per cent, he mentioned the 
IDIlttor to SAM WILLS, Division Superintendent, Poabody Coal Compo.ny at 
TIf lorvillo. Illinois. He requested llr. WILLS to use his good offico in 
any way possible to attompt to securo 0.11 of tho Leland Hotel's buBin"l. 
He stated tho.t undoubtedly WILLS contacted GLASGOiJ em the _ttor linceUley 
were both in To.ylorvllle. Illinois. STELTE did not contaot GLASG<W directly 
because of the thct thnt GLASGOW was located in Taylorvillo. He stnted that 
ho undoubtedly and probnbly cUA. conto.ct RAY EDMUNIlSOlf cono~1ng tho Le­
land Hotel account. Be doee not recall definitely BllMUNDSON'1 reply a­
oept thnt it woe generally to th 0 effect that tho bost EDlIIJNDSCIII could do 
was to secure approxi&ltely 50 per cent of the Lolnnd Hotel busine .. tor 
Peabody. 

JIr. STELTE _s eithor intentionally n.gu.e or ello he has a poor 
recollection of thie latter girCU1ll$tanco. 
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":RE: JOHN L. LEffIS". ET AL 

INTERVIg"j WITH 
GEORGE J. STELTE 

(Continued) 

In the evont tho account card of the Leland 
Hotol is desirod in evidonce in this co.80. 1Ir. 
STEt.TE is the approprinte individunl to IlU bpoonn. 
He has boon in the retoil ooul soles busino8s 

with Peabody for approximc.toly 20 yeors. H'J mukes a good o!'poarnnco. IlIld 
it is believod that he would mako n"bottor thnn ovorllge witness. However. 
it should be "noted thllt Mr. STELTE would u'ldoubtedly be reluctcnt in fur­
nishing damaging tostimony other than the occount card ngainst nny of tho 
officio.ls of tho U!.l\'i boct-use of tho fnct thnt Pcc.body minos hr.vo nlwnys 
be en oport-t ad by WI Inbor. 

PENDING 
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VAml'WIi 01 D:;<IIll8 lIP - .. -:"t . 

P.i5TBER CBEEI mJS. lIC •• 
• IDlIXf BtIll.lllBG. SPRDQJ'IIU) .. 

ILLlIIOlB . " 

1fz'. t. S..:-!:I)IPSai ......... Utallt s.cret.&r7-~ of l'mtblr . 
Creek lf1Ilill .... lhc •• ad.e aft1lable tGe ",corda of Nl.u of coal \0 ta.~ 
M!.ne B Coal. CoIllpll7. A "'"'_ of the •• raoor4a ",n.cted bt troa 
.y to l)ecQber 1937 a total of l5l647 ton. of oazwloa4 ooal. .. eo 
to lf1Ile 11 Coal CoJ1PC17 at. an aw:rap price of tl.,61 per~. 'ftd.a 
pric" accorcUng t.o Ilr. 811rp1101l ... after deducUem of. 2S _t per 
t.cJn diIlOO1lE1t. It ... lIOt.ed tbat. GO all Al •• dm:'1n& thU period. 
JISIIlFF pUd Pant.her CNek in .utt:l.o1alt t1ae to nc.i" .. ~ d.1.8co'lD\. 
In Dec.mber 1937 ~ ~. "'1Ilt.ed to 2.28'n MDt. . 

, . .. 
In 1938 Nl.ea of carload 00&l rtIZI .. follons-

-1JI.r7 J3197 toaa 
r.bnarJ 13778 • 
Jluch 487l • 
.lprU 2347 • 
aT 488 • 
1111. m • 
hl:r 4'10 • 
(lone att.er hq) 

0 " 
It .. Dotod bt IISBlFF ..,. paJ'llllllt.e JiIl'O~ mUl "-bra­

err f 1938. !'be a_rag' pr1ce of t.h8 ooal sold Sn 1938 ..,Q2W \0 '. 
fl.b? per tGl after cle4uct.1«l .f a 2S _to per ~ 4iacoWlt.. 

boa rebnar7 thro1lgh Iv.l:r 1938 ELSmW wu .low Sn pa11Dc 
hot.her CrMk and it. ... notAd tbat. .. total of 14642.66 .. chl.r&e4 \0 
a .uapenae aecOQ2t. and Il6S0.00 .... charg.d to .. Je .. ne tor :r..:... 
aoeo1llt em IDwllber 28. 1938. ... SDl'Stll ad'ti.Md that tGe ..,Q2t .f 
t4642.66 .. D ..... r collected. 

Idther ... 8D1'St1l DOl' 1fz'. BOBmr c. 8QI.l'M5 ",called t.h8 ~. 
aact ,.t&1lJ of tGe dUput.e nth ELSHOtF. lCIri"r. iDe ·to obta1'Md 
fro. 1Ir. CLlYTal I. BlR.Bm. 7:1nt lat.1caal. lIIIDlt 1v11cU,.,. Attom.,- tor 

_ Panther Creek. ol&r1.tUd t.be _t.ter SA .u1Ist.lzloe .. tollonl . ~ 
: '10 .... ... . ... -:. -." " ... ,_ .... ,. 

.. ; '."' ..• ':, . ':-0 ":?~'."'.::::,: ::·::T~:?;i:5:<::-,l.:.,.\.~Pt;:~~~.~:;·:\{.}}.;:-:~~'.:~.:~>~.r ::,:, ' ..... 
. ~ . ' ..... ~, ;... "., .' '; .' - ~ 

. -... ---~ "-,-.--_ ... -
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l 
• 
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Tft 1-0'21'\ Ja..SwFF Uliawo Plmt.bir "",,-_L. .- ... t... ___ 'Jr...- __ -, .. .... -.;w'..,&, .. ";,.,,I' .. 
...... '-7.i1'W W'Wt:J&. 4Kl ..... puIW ......... - ','" .l;if.*. 

Jdne or t.be _in Coal ~. In 1938 __ KI.SJI)" Me'. ~aebW~;, ~e 
to Pantbar Creek tor ooal pgrcb&.ed hi bepD pres.inC OIMra We 1Ql.O..·.·~t -'." 
D tor IdA IIb&re in the ~cSI trc. tba ~ Jf1n.. mBlU'F a.4 ,. 
Dot OGDteaT, _ diibt un4 Pw:itbar Qrc.ak ter the r.a.. ... Me. ef t"')Al !a ' ~~t 
.1938. Panther C"ek ftzI~ acreed to aocept. a o1a1a ot IlDe • ' " 
ap1nat oert&1n c_to_" tor add1t-1",,1l ule price cl"wad ~ e" 

.oe prorlalem of tbe "Ume' B1t-"IIII1I:lotll Coal ~ of 193'7 tor ,''''2.66, 
wb1eb ... Sl ..... r ~ .. ~t of part ot tM a.>lI:lt. .. tn. 
Min. B 1114 al.Io to allow ZISII>" 11650.00 tor bU ah&l'e ot ~ ~ 
t.ranN.etlcm. lire 8D1PSC11 adYiMd t-bat 1t. appeared to Ida tba10 a ( 

~~= ::~:4n:; ;::: __ !!~!! o!.,~ :::,:~~ =1Z1~ ~~~:J 
fro. tbe .1IIIpeIllI' _lilt to a loa. acccnltlt. lire ~ C. sor:g;. 
lDVISEP rBU' .&I.tBOroH rBE ~II>" bw1ne1l 1IU Iandi'4 bT IIU bir'O~, 
~11E -. 8QIlVX, a- de"..,.". be .' mder t.m t ,,_ 
"!'!JD mHOFF qu1.t, ~Ing ooal fro. PlDtblr Creek ... becam. I'Intbar , 
Creek did. Slot wnt IdA bwI:In... at1ier lie fa1led. to 'f1&7 lI1a __ .' 
ourrent~. It 11 Dot.ed, ~yer. tbat ZISIIlft' bad lIlt.ered ~to _ 
agreellBDt with PMbod;r in ifen1l&l'7 1938, wb1cb fro. ~ tacH Appe&N 
to ban bem pr10r to cq of h18 cU.tac1llt1 .. 1I1tb Pantblr Creek. 

lire 8:tl11'SW. atter ccoe1llt.1llg d&1l;r -nte.ta ot ealea ad'rUI4 
that ELSBOFF ... allGoIred a 25 cent per ton diaco1Z1t co oar-load ~ 
Ba tun.ber adYU.d tbat out of th18 25 _ta EtSlIlW bad to paT tM 
aalee tu. GIl coal IIOt Rld tor "....ale. U tile Plel tax ~ at ~ 
"-tAl or 6 oentl per """. ~ lilt tiecomt to KLSII>J'F wo"lld laaye __ " 
about 19 emtl per WD. CoDI1der1n& that "t;h1.e 00&1 .. ..:uac at aboa 
$2.00 PIt taD at th18 t1.e tbe pe~tac. ot tiacost "IIOUld. be ~­
_tAl~ 9iJ, .. ~rec1 to _ at iMbociT. It 1.1 po1iitli<S wid; that ~ 
collP\1tlt.1Cille are _cSe .. 1t.bout blDeat ot ~ 1tIn. B or Pwaboq 
boIID. 
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81.144-18 
J01II J.. u.:ns. J:r AL. 

!Ir. UI:P 
br 8pK1Al Apau; 

. 
lI'1'I8VI!IJ 'inK QJIBlI W. XB!D, 
n.c:E l'B!SIII!ln', PIlBaD! COAl. co., 
CXW'lll»l'Ul. IloLDOIS WICIl1I. 
IAXI BUIImlG. " 
CRlCAOO. ltLlIIOll •. :-' 

",..--.. ' 

1Il". 1lEED ad'tU.d tbat Peabo4T bI.4 bo1Jlht ooal troll ID4 8Ol4 
coal to Yw tine B Coal Co1lpCl7" _u .. tile r.nt.ber CrMk ... , 
Inc. Ssl ~ prior W 1937 in" relaU"'17 ...u a.tzt.. rlllli •• 
t~~8 took plac. wt.l aD. ~"'I(l"D7 wall ~rar1q 4t1Ne4 "'­
or l.acU6 coal of a .pec:1.t1.d .1M to till tm order tm4 bt4 too rel7 
t!In OD. of t.M otbar CCJ"!IPNl1e. to ob\aj,o, the Decua&r7 GOal. • 
• t.at44 \.bat .. tar .. be'R8 CIlIlc.med tm4 .. tv .. iii; Jilin * 
Cl"O .. t.1.aa of wbat tiI.1GIl,... the ~ -cct at • Jd,n. De-nr 
bad C/.7 .fleet • wbtt.ber •• operator would .eU to tmotber operator • 

' .. . ' 

"t.n 9 Ibltha 
Ssl 1937 13 

11 
9 

21 
21 
21 

lI',( :~., .1,;,: 

,,~~··~·"'il~:f:, .,.\., . 
Year 1938 
'fear 19j9 
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SI.I44-lS 
IE & ~ J.. 1IIIIS, Kt J.L. 

... iZ&D a4ri.Md., -wpcIl ocmsultmi k" iUn=wpaG:W;GC ft..le 1iII&\ 
SIS!I>P'F __ ~ b1a lID n.c.1!ber 28, 1937 ~ d18cua. JlWCbu1A& ooa1 
froID PNbo~. Sl8l1l1F can no reuan tor P1tch1n& tro. Pant.h8r Cu_ 
t.o PMboq'. ... DZD et.ated he 1In- ELS!I)" ... ~ ooa.l tro. 
Panther Creek and tor t.bU reuan .. 1a .. 1tant about 1ICl"Me1"17 v,.. 
in& t.o pt Sl811lP'P'S bua1n.... • relat.d that ~ t.bt •• t of Ida 
recoU&et111D I:lSIIll"1 t.o14 Ilia that tile uranp~t with Pant.h8r CZ'HIt 
wu MIf,P01"V7. &. adYiJI.d that ..... ~ Sl8I1lFF .... q1I1tUna 
PazltDer Creek beeaWi. ot the =u === bellel tbet r...th!!r CrMk 
was :in poor t'1n&nc1al 01lDd1t111D and had bHo expect.d ~ 10 ~ 
tor qu:1.te eo_ u.s. It Pantbar Creek wmt out of bmw ... ZI8BOP'F 
would be without a e~ of coal, 1Ibereu 11 he bo~bt tro. Peabo~ 
L~ _____ ~ ____ ~~ ~ _ •• ~A 

Woe -u,tJ1I"'" .V",""""" wu _iii' -. ... -., 

... a:ED &dY1.I.d tat lID -1IA17 12, 19)8 lit .. IJBJI)lI!' 
t.bt to'1l..oll1n& propo.1t111D 1Ih1ch 11&11 .coapt.No& 

1. Ql sales ~ Bailro&da, '-b0d7 wo1lld au- AS!I)P'F • diAI_t 
of 1$ of the HlUDi pr1ce pl._ 6i oent. per ~11 ~ CO'f'IU' 
tbe .tate eale. tax, .tI1ch SISIIlFF JIa4 ~ pq. !be IIal.M " 
price .... tbI price \0 tile cmt.o.u. At thia u., ... 
JIZED .tated the ealepr1c. to 2a1l.roa4a nnpd tro.l2.00 
to 12.15 per teD. 

2.. lin. ph!! ~ outo.an other t.bIn raUroada, F!&~ 1I01Il4 
aUmr m.sWP'F ~ of the Hlling Jric', pl_ st oacta per 
~. lIr. DZD .t.at.d that t.he al1'""110' tor ~. 'AX 
walt re<luoed troll 61 to SI oct. per \cD beo&m. t.bU ooa1 
walt .. UiAg tor about 1l.90 pIZ'....:; '. ,. ~.) .• , '. 

'.:~ -~. 

- ~ '- . . ' . . ,,' ,t .. '-~" . 
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SI.I44-18 
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.JOEri I.. LDt'IS, zr AI.. 
:,;:i(~ _·:'k"';;' 

3. 01 iI&lell of 6- l111111P ooal. to othlr tban Z'&1l.roada, .. J!t~ 
c Nle. ot all ,- s ,- "Ii 0Hl. .... bod;J 1I01Il4.ua.. ';: 
KISlIOPY • 4iMootilt .t l.2J of the NJ... priDe. ... . ." - ",;;7~7"­
I:IID nat.d tAat t.M ~hlr d1.IOOtilt 1IU ·"_4 GIl tilt :- .-, 
lat.t.r Nle. beoa •• _ 1m .. KtaIm'F!Iad. laO II&JAa ~;_' • 
ut1cG _4 would _ft \0 •• u UWI oo&l to ... taU eOal.,.,,' . 
.. t1.r. or 30bben 1Ibo W01Il4 ... 0111.,. • oo.:1IIlI1cG .. 
daccrct froII ZIS!I)l"F. the 12% 1IU ~ to 1iUI .... 
• t \hU a:peo •• to SUllllPP _4 mackti.tiaR 11'" Ida & 
l'M8C1l&bl.e profit. 10 All WN all ads tor Ala t.z 
beoa •• aBlIl" in nell aalM 1I01Il4 aot )!aft \0 ste4 
1t.. - " .--

4. ~ aalea to t.nclal PMbodT.u-4 KIBm11 40 o.tII per 
~ c 6- lwp, ,- s ,. -cc cad ,. S 28 .'IIt coal.. ... 
Bml a:p1.a1Ded \bat w.e h1gbtr dUootllt. .... aJl .. 4 .... 
_1»11 the aboft Il1sn _1'11 •• ~ too trDcla tor UIo1It. . 
'3.25 per ~ wbIIreaa oarloA4 .-la. wre el7 abo1lt 12.15 
per ~ at. \.bat tUB. 

~ ..ner s1.sea t.han t.be abo.... _tic.d, PeabodT au-ct 
BLS!I)W 25 cents per t.IlII becam. t.M p-1ce HUie __ ckIIrunrd boa '3.25 
per t«l. fba app:u..d \0 ealel to VlIcIa • 

... BJ!ZD, ..rt.r _ .,..pfnaUc of t.IroI doc_til befen 
!WI, ad'r1.e4 tbat _ could ... DO ... cor4 of &D7 HlN to J:t8J1)J7 _ t.a. 
40 cc.ts per toe bem •• '. i -, ;;; . ': '1 

... J!II2) e.pbat1callr 1It&t.e4 t.bat U. * &!loft NlH -rz"N­
.-nt.1 with SlSBDP7 and in a:r othar ac:ne~t.. -.de .1Ibteq1altlT, ~ '. 
BDIIlN1SQI, LDlS, Al£S or c:q other auCll ott1e1&l either ~ \1 
flit in41reetl7 _d DO mn_. or bad -;rt.b!IIa t.o do with t.IroI d1.IOO1IIIl ,i 
or cOSl1uiCll1 al.l.DIred :lLSBOP'F. • actf1Ied \bat. dur1Jl& Wa period. , if 
Peabod;r ... DOt .. '11"1 ooal to c:q other operator in 1'tI1_ but t;Iat it. 
it. lIa4 bee doiDe 110, tbII _ price arrtIZIi-t. 1I01Ild .. .,. bee JlI"O- I, 
posed. Be stilted tAat. tbe aboft price &n1IIIie.mt.. _1'11 0GI181atct. aa4i 
_U&l in t.ba in-tirT cd wre dIIt.erll1Ded c t i.rel1 bJ Ida actmc. "", 
in bebll.! of t.ba 00111*27. • -"', -'.y '.:'~ - -. ~ " :';, _' ' , .' 

~ .,. ~-r:: .,.,:~ 

.... IIDD c4YUed that adsr tIlII abo.,. po1oe ~,-,>" 
fIlBCm' .014 to ELS!I)" cd bUled h1a for AlU. msmFF at tM.t 
U. .. DOt. t'.bwlc1&l.l;r in pod OOIldlt1llll cd toac! t.t d1tt1nlt to-­
fI/Irt7 the a0001lllt of toe Wabash JIa1l.road 1ItI1ch ~ took to.... ' . 
tift .alt.ha to ptq. For w.a ..... ClI1 m t.be )attAr part of JwUU7 UJI 
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.JOa1 1.. UII'lS, ET AL. .,.", . " 
.~. ": '. 

~4:"'''' > , .,c:~~~ 
al art'8D&.-:lt. ftII _de wl»rebJ' fw.bod,r 1I01Il4 bill .. bub d:S.r.ct,. ;~~~ ... 
~ ahipped em EI.SBOW'S orden. fbe ... a:rrangnct. of'" pl._,;,":',,' 
6* 0«It.a per t.OIl .. aJ.loftd em 1bess Ales ucspt \bat. ~ u.l.el tu '~ , : 
act.uall7 paid bJ Pubod;r .... cSeduct.ad fro. ~ aalN tu &1l.onnoe be - ',', 
fore relll1tt1n& to KLSBLlFF. ELSlI)F!' alIo 1t014 to ~ Balts..Dre "CIIIO " " 
Gbicago t.nd.nal ia1l:road, bowTel', ... IIUD aAtrUe4 tMt Ia1e z-.co:rdII ", 
retlect.ed t.bat ... bub wu t.be CIIll3 ems of KLSII>P'Frs c_to.n that. 
Pubod;r billed 41rect..' Ie ataMd t.bat. t.he ballt of 1rTsII>PFCS ~iD ... 
11'&11 witb 'kbLeh. ' • 

Mr. JZ!m adT1.Ied t.bat "" ~t.a Nt fl)rt.h abo .. 
continued lIltU lonmber 6, 19:39 at Wb1cb U. t.bt foll..olr1Di cbape 
_rs .ades 

1. Cb aals. to B&1l.roa.d wbare PM.bod7 our1ed tM 
accomt. ald p&1.d tbII lNll.ea tu, KISII>PF .. Al II 
• tl&t 10 cmt. per ton. 

Cb aal... to ra..1lro&dAI 1Ibere KISBOP'F oa:n1ed t.ba 
accolllt and p&1.d the Nle. t.ax, habod7 a1lt:iInd 
h1II s,; of t.he Nles price to t.he c_to.wa. 

2. Cb all .ue. except to BaUroade, Peabod7 aJ.lDw4 
KISII>W a,; of the Al.e. price with • "'''' •• ut ' 
co-al1em of 10 O«It.I per tao. 

:£1. 1Iill be 1M't.ed that Il1O an-ce wu -.6e tor ael.eII 
t.ax iD IID7 of tba pl'1c' arrangs.mt.. mtered iDto 
lnellber 6, 1939. Xt. 1Iill be hrther a0te4 t.bG • " 
tb1II date 111 alao t.bt data If1.ae B zoe..opmecS. ' " ., 
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ta.p- 2- _d larcer 
~ :tea. t.bID ~ 
All ot.bar eu.-

22 oewl\ftD 
17 e e 
12 •• 

HI I'art.hIr .t&t.ed tbat t.ba1l' NCOrdi would tD410ate ~ 
., all ~ aold ~ or tG-01I&h Xl$!m'F ctar1n& 1938 _4 19)9," -
diaCOlilt. or oo.1.U1m -UO-d Xl$!I)" 1ID1Il4 ut. be m CCOII. of:.6 
oente per t.ca. Me hTtber adY1.led t.bat. at. t.ba U. ClJIII(mcJr .... 1to4 
eelling cOIl. 10 SISlI>PF, Jae 1Ilde1'llt.oo4 tbat 1DliJiU!IQI ... m~ 
in helping PMbod;r UI NtllZ'tl tor thI 107alt7 Peabod;y bad e!xrc Wwarcl 
t.ba 1h1t..ed lt1Ae ~rbtr. c!1zr1ng the u.e tU J'1'ocre •• i'ft. are telrjnl 
o'ftr .,.1. or the Dl.1:I101e 1I1De •• 
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.6bnalaUffau '" Ia'Dull..u- > -. .~ - -" 

IInit6b .tt.tn .~1Qd"fmnd '" Judtn ".,;"~ . 
• 

Director. FBI ... 
• • . , . 

• ,.--.' -)0 

• 
On tM ~ ftl a.pt_bR p. lKS.lIoll_bl. _ID L: smm:~'¥;'· . 

tJn1ted atat.e • .lttCll.'Jl~ tor ~ 1000tben J)htrlot lilt 111111018. IJ.lriIlct1.U. ,. 
I11ino18 .... l1K _ 1;0 hi. IIIttlu tor a ooDt.,..... a't wtdoh u.. _ ta-. 
toraed _ that he lad Dot boteu ... 0e1~ aD7 or the ... porta sa ti ...... 
and did Dot )::0_ 1:b. natu. of thAt ..... at ~ pr •• out ~. _d ~t _ 
_ deretood 1iIrouCb i;be .lttOl'lD.Y o.ural 1:bat be _. ~ bot b obar,. Ott .. 
pro .. outlon ot ~1 ........ hould azq pro.oautlw aotiOll bot 'IIakIQ. • ~ 
1%Itor.ed be bad boeu o .. ll.d to .... hizICtaI:I tor a oontorOlllO. b w. ...... 
tor the aarn1n& ora.pteabotr 16. 1.Na. . 

- l~" 

I 1nt~d ... :DOYLlt 1:bst 110 oopl •• or tha npar1;a ill tin. .....; 
bad beem turnbhed t;o Ida pur.uant 1;0 .poellio ,.equest of Mr. nAXX cor_Jf. 
Special U'1atant 1;0 the .lttol"Z1ey Gonoral. ud ~.t ... COLBIWf bl4 tD4~ .. i1e4 
be would baTe oopl .. of the nporta hrnlahed 1;0 h\Jb,,1;-,,_~Wr 4kl'-r,op • 

. - £1(,11 == ::19 HU,r. 
Whl1. ill the lIItt1o. lilt ... :DOYLlt. be plaood a 10q at.tuGo _11 4-

to Mr. 'rOlf CLAU. ushtallt .lttorlley o.u_l. Uod uQ4 ... CURl U 1:bon ",,--<­
.... uy ,. •• ora ..my he oould Dot law oopl •• lilt ropon. SA tbil .1. wbor~ , 
SPOil ... Cu.:ax a.ked J(r. J)OYU! '8 penn lliOll too ilLUr: 1;0 - lID tha ~ sa.. '-c... 
Mr. J)O!LE'8 ottl0.. I oOllYer.od with JIr. OWl: tol.phOIl1oaU1 ad ....... c;. 

qu.sted oopl •• of all r.port. bot turni.hed to JIr. :DOYLlt .0 that 1Ie 001Il4 
boa_ t-.1Uv with tbe hots 111 thi. ...... 1 1Dt0Z'lMd ... Cau tbat ... 
Ihould oont1ra hiB 4.s1ro 1D 1:b1. repN. with 'the Jur_u SA •• b1.rap1l SA 
order 1:bat 1:b .... porta oould lie _d. on11abl. too ... 1IOlLB Uod ..... W~ 
he wauld balldl. ~s _tter with t;be JNreau porloD&1q •. 

lIhU. talkinl with 1Ir. OLI.!U: be ncr;eltod 1:bat • r;tCJUost ~ ~ 
be tl1.reoWd i;o h Bur_u tor the ~"'\I 'to l' ... iJlTo.t1pte tha taot. .... " . 
.... loped lIT the 'fr0UUl'f Pep&l"tialellt. part:1ouw11 1;bI aooOlllltlllC pbu .. of 
tohe iJn-o.tiptlO11. Be .. 14 hi 40.11'114 that 1;bI ..... 110 u fBI ..... au 
1:be -7 thrOVCh. .;OORDBD .--. 
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.nitrb .tat" IIrpartrnmt III Juatb 
Sprinefield, Illino1o, 

Septellber &8, lNIS 

Direotor, P.B.I. 

!WI 

Dear Sir. 

~ 
JOHN 1.. 18'nS, l"UL. 
CIVIL RIGI!'l'S AJl) DOMEStIC noLlllCS. 
(Bureau tUe .... 8065) 
(San Ji'raDoh.o tUe .... 1.) 

"."1" ." ,-'- . 
\< ._-?1I~<}:"· 

.."'. e' 

Rofere.r:.ee 1. _d. to' .Bureau 1.twr _ted Sept.aber h. lI4I 

~n the above oaptioned _tter, and partioularly to 'the part requ .. tll/C "'" 
• re-interview with JIL'U'~""GN",'R in •• oordanoe with the _moran4_ btr a 

. e Director dated September 2S, 1945 8ubsitteJ-nby 1Ir. TOIl C. CUPI. • ' ..... 
Auistant AttQ!"!l!Iy (;tIn"ral. lIeoe .. ary .1;l~'9!'rnent lDtorat1Cll 1. be~ 
turni.hed to the SILn Franolloo Offioe ~.e~ooPlea at. ~a let~ j --' 

The Sa~orr1oe" att~: ~'-o~li~ll;t;i'/t~ /t:( 
of Speoial .&ten San "ranolloo, Cal1forn1a, ",ted ! 
September 10, 1943, r~· ec n,; an intervill1r with II#.R!II{ iU.GNSR ••• L.R.B. 
Regional Direotor. In your rerere:lOed ... port 1t 11 aet • thIL~ flG'fF2! 
had no oonneotion with ~ne B .... tter but 414 oondulrt; ._ In .... U-
sation in oonneoUem with the;'!ine A _tter. .... "~t tbe lDt_-
tion furnished in Tour report, additional in .... t1t;atl0Et tho i.L.i'" 
Thirteenth Regioa, Chicago. Illinoi •• 4e1'eloped a file o_otl_ 
with the iline A _tter. The iuf'oration oontained In file ,. ." 
wi thin the aoope of lD.tazrt lD .... tiptlon. Por tbe ul1atanoo fit tbe 
SUI FranclloD orrioe. there are tran .. d.ttod h.r.nth pbot08t&t1o GGpl.; 
",pDrting the pertlDent iDfoMation oontained lD the thirtMllth Re,l_ ,/ 
1l.L.R.S. tile nUJllber XlII (;-1666. . !HEQ'"'"'I!? 'i fj:s:" iiiY= 

~he Depart.8nt reque.t. 1:b&t IWa'n 1WJlli:R be ro-intem~ ~ 't:.. 
and •• ked to oonfirm the taot, whioh ar •• et GUt lD hi ...... ra1 _ro.nd& 
to the Board OO'l'.riac hi. ne,otla.tiaca with aubjeota BLS!r>FF and ~ • 
~l ot hia _moranda oontained in the rurteeu'th .. ,loa file are lDol»~ 
in the photo.tats 'tra.n •• 1:tt.d her-roth. SpiNal nt.reno_ abDu14 be ~ 
to lilGNER' •• ta~l1t in hi •• morandum ot 1I0'R111ber 1. 11161 thLt ..... ,'r 

ELSlfOFF tirat puroh ... d the ..... t. of mn. A he hoped to lI1uo the _ 
or ood in Mine A trOlll )t1ne B.· !he .t&t.-nt In the - _NZldull.. '; 
face bro. -that JSI$!iOFF .at..do that Ii; 414 net belle.,. ...... obUptei. -
UDder any olroUllUltaAoea to hir. any or 'the t_r -.plO)' ... or __ ".' . 
• lnoe be had not 1:aDu oYer .. oorporatiao but had _r.ly puroba.ed. .a ... ~ 

the a .. et. or the oorporatlon.· l' alao _llod to 7'OW' .. tte:I1t:LCllk.; 

j ." 
?~ .. 

.' 
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Pi rector -2-

Of 8ig;nifioanoe is a statement made by 'llAGh1m in bis memorandum of October *, 
1941 that "EDBU;mSOi'; stated that these employees undoubtedly were a.frllid that 
EL5~OFF would mine his newly aoquired property through Mine B,· and that -To 
avoid this they oame to him and signed applioations tor membership in the 
U .1:.':i .4." The Department feels that it is apparent that EDML1/DSOll's oontent1ona 
in this regard were hypocritico.l in view of hie knowledge that he and WHIS were 
advancing ~60, 000 to enable EtSEOFF to purchase the mine. The Department hopes 
t~at ~. 'iAG~~'B recollections of exaot conversations can be refreshed by his 
readinG of the photostatic oopies of his memorande. transmitted herewi. tho 

For the ini'0.--t1on of the San Franoisoo Offioe, praotioally all of 
the miners employed at Aline A at the time of the seasonal shut down in the 
spring of 1941 were interviewed. As a result of these mLSS interviews it 
app6ars t~at a vast majority of the miners employed at Hine A were in favor of 
the P.~:.A. Union and had no desire to switoh to U.!.!.W. It further appears that 
there was no particular oontroversy, and the subject of a switch from P.~.A. to 
U .Il.'ii. was never discussed among the miners until after CARL H. ELSHC:'Y purchased 
~ne A on Sept9mber 4, 1941. It appears that immediately after September 4, 1941 
a number of meetings were held by the Mine A employees, ~nd in the oourse of 
these meetings they came to the oonclusion that they would save their jobs only 
by switchinG their affiliations to u.~.~. On Sunday, September 14, 1941 the 
majority of the employees of )line A voted to join U.M.W. On the Be.me date, 
E!ll.:tJ'])SO!l .. ore in the offioers of the new U .1A;tI. looal and oalled ELSHOFF to 
his office where ELSEOFF 1mmsdiat9ly agreed to sign a olosed shop oontraot with 
t.ll.li. for the operation of mne A. The aotual Signing of the oontraot was 
deferred ~~til after midnight inasmucr. as ELSSOFF did not want to sign a oon­
tract on Sunday. A ffJW de.ys later the operation of mne A aotually oOlllllenoed. 

It appears that after ELSHOFF's purohase of the mine a well-planned 
strategy was put into effect wherein rumors were oiroulated among the miners to 
the effect that since Mine A and Mine B were oonneoted, and sinoe 1 t was poa­
sible to take ooel out of ~ne A through Yine B. that unless the miners at 
}!ine A joined t .!.:.¥i. they would not be employed when the mine reopened. They 
were led to believe that if the mine did not open U.Y.W. that the ooal of 
liine A would be taken out by U .H.i7. miners from Yine B through the lAine B 
shaft. 

The information set out above oonoerning the results of interviews 
with miners of )tine A is furnished for the oonfidential informLt10n of the San 
Franoisoo orfioe, and MARTI?; WAGN",,')l should not be advised of the result. of the-­
Bureau investigation in oonneotion with this matter. However, he should b. 
thorou~hly reinterviewed in addition to the request Bet out above, to asoertain 
the results of his investigation in connection with this m&tter. It is noted 
that W1.G!·:';R's investigation was made after Vine A opened and after the InIImber­
ship switch from P.M.A. to U.E.W.A. 
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As a matter of baokground, it is atatad that ELSHO~F oommenoed 
negotiations with WILL~.YAN, operator of Wine A. looking toward the 
purchase of Mine A in April, 1941, whioh, it 18 noted, was shortly after 
ELSHOFF had nesotiated a olosed shop agreement with U.~.W. at MiDe B. The 
negotiations with RYAN resulted in the purchase of the aneta of lfine A 
and the acquisition of the unexpired portion of the lease on this mine on 
Sept~er 4, 1941. However, the designation of ELSHOFF as the purohaser 
of Mine A _5 in raaU ty a ficti on inasmuoh as the .60,000 purchase price 
was advanced directly to RYAN by EDl.!UJ~.)3u"RKE, an Attorney for U.\1.'II. 
B~R!~ subse~uently retained title to the a.sets of Nine A subjeot to an 
agreemen';; wi th E!'sB:~?L' that the assets would be transferred to 

on wn.~on ~~~~~ 
October, 1941, lline A was owned by BURKE in his oapacity of Attorney for U.M.W. 
and this fact was, of oourse, well known to both ELSrIOL'F and ED!.'UlIDSOll. It 
is noted that the above facts are inconsistent with ELS~OFF'8 statement to 
'itA'}:S:{ as indicated in his memorandum dated lIovember I, 1941, to the effeot 
that 315,,0::' personally had bought oertain assets and the unexpired portion 
of & lease of Kine A, and had in turn leased these assets to the t~ne B Coal 
Company, whioh was then operatin: Mine A. 

In general, the point to be proved in QO!L~eotion with the Mine A 
matter is tc.at ELS;:0='i', an OlIlployer, oonspired with allJtJ!:DSO;; and other 
officials of 1; .1:.W. to deprive the employees of JUne A of their right.s under 
the l'ationa1 Labor Relations Aot. 

In interviewing ·,tAmr..,;:q it is desired, of oourse, that everything 
he may be able to reoall oonoerning his oonversations with E15:lOFF, ?;DLfCl"nlSOll, 
and any other persons he may have interviewed be reoorded. However, 1t 18 _____ _ 
re;uestec that WA~R be asked the fol1owin~ spe~1tio questions, 

1. Did ELSSOFF indioate whether he or OSCiL~ALCETTI, his 
Superintendent, had indioated to any of the former employees of Mine A that 
he hoped to mine the 8eam of ooal in W.ne A from Kine B1 

2. Did ELS~OF? indicate whether he or FALCETTI had advised any 
former employees of Kine A oonoernin~ the belief that he was not obligated 
to hire any of the former employees of Kine A sinoe he had not taken over a 
oorporation but had merely purohAsed Bome of the assets of the oorporation? 

~. Did ELSHOF? indioata to UG;,':" whether he would have deolined 
to operate Mine A through its own shaft if the former employees of l.:ine A 
had Dot liWitohed affiliations i'rom P.U.A. to U.M.\I.' 

~ 
C,b, 

',' 

~) 
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4. It is noted that EDHlfJIDSON stated to 'MGNER that the employees 
of ~n5 A wera undoubtedly afraid that ~LSHOF? would mine his newly aoquired 
property through Y~ne E, and that to avoid this they oame to him and aigned 
applications for me!!lbership in the U .M;,' .A. nG!IER should be asked 1r 
EJ:l~'JSCr explained why the lline A employees undoubtedly had this fear, and 
also Whether ;;D'.~J:;JSOF explained why the )(ine A employees felt that they 
could correot the situation by ooming to him and signing applioations for 
me:n'.J"rship i::! th~ 1j .N.:: .A. 'Ilh':;'~r:.,: should also be asked whether EDMtNDSON 
indic<.tc;d that he or any ,other U.l,~;A. offioial foetered any propaganda which 
woul:! lead the hine A employees to believe that !!ine A would be operated if 
they SiGned up with U .l!;:,r. 

5. ~~~G'B~ should be asked whether he inquired of either ED1rrnfDSON 
or ,-!.SEC?? to determine whether U.I.'.\'i. had any finanoial interest in lline A. 
If '<.'.J,:.2 did not ma:.:e such inqt\iries he should be asked whether either 
EJlf,':;::-S:J:: or iLS:"::JFF volunteer .. d any information incioe.ting that the assets of 
'~ine A Ware in fact ormed by U.l:;':. thrOUGh EU?Jili, their Attorney. 

6. Ii' ~,A:;:;:;" indicates that he ~ad no information oonoernint; the 
ov.norship of thd assets of lune A by D.1;.,I. he should be asked whether the 
possession of sue!: i,-,!'oIT.l"tion at the time of his inv<:,stigation would have made 
e.no difference in hi. o!,ficial actions conoerning the matter. 

In the event that 1!:r. ;';';":;:;;';;{'s memory is substantially refreshed as 
U.S result of the interview and he is able to furnish any probative information, 
that information should be reduoed if at all possible and praotioable to a 
Signed statement. 

In view of the faot that the Springfield Division has only two 
cOFies of the enolosure transmitted herewith, it is specially requested that 
the enclosure transmitted herewith be returned with the San Franoisoo report 
to the Sprinhfield Field Division. 

I wish to again point out the extreme urgency and the expeditious 
nature of the investigation reqUested of the San Francisoo office in this 
letter, particularly beoause of the possibility of Grand Jury action in the 
i~ediate future. San Franoi8oo 1s requested to submit a report in this matter, 
A.LA.S.D., nine oopies to the Bur6Au. and four to the Springfield DiviSion, 
not later than October 5, 1943. 

_1I,e..­
~anoisco (eno.) 

44-16 
AYASD 

Very truly yours, 
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~CTOR AND SAC SPRINGFIELD 
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ADEPT. URGENT. JOHN L L£WIS, ITAL, CR AND DV! 

OVERHEARING ELSHOF! LEAVING INSTRUCTIONS 

IDi-fUNDsON BILLS CHARGED TO ILSHOrrS ACCOUNT e 

". ' .- .. 
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D£NUS 

TO HAVE 

NO 

KNO"'LEDGE OF ANY RELATIONSHIP __ £XISTlNG BETWEEN THE SUBJECTS. 

HE BELIEVES T~~T FORMER 

INFORMATION ON INSTANT CASE. 

TODAY AND CAN BE INTERVIEWED AT FOU~RTY PM. . , 

IN A POSITION TO CIV[ 

IS IN PITTSBURGH 

COULD GIVE NO INFORMATION IN ADDITION TO THAT PREVIOUSLY GIVEN TO AGENT 
~D ',' 

OF PITTSBURGH EXCEPT THAT VI'< ~"KER Jr1l~~rLV~. 1:l,R 
• • l':T> t - ~ / r?\ (' 

THIRTEEN, NINETEEN THIRTYEIGHT,'~ RE:!!fNt~' A ~'O 1; ~l'XANSAS 
. 'Il: 

--- CITY, MO., AT THE NATIONAL RELATION $ 80ARD FROM 
, , 

UMWA WHO SPOKE FROM JOHN L LEVIS OFFICE. 
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WAS MENTIONED~IS IN PITTSBURGH TODAY AND CAN BE REACHED"" -----
AT FOUR THIRTY PM rOR INTERVIEW IF DESIRED.4IIIIIIIWAS NOT ~DVISED 

THAT HE WOULD BE SUBPO~NAED SINCE HE HAD NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

BE ADVISED THAT HE WILL BE SUBPOENAED. 
- ... ",--" 

JOHNSON 

:END 

ACK IN ORDER 
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.~b~ra1 .un·au of luuntigatbm 

.niteb .tabs Department of Justkl' 
Sprin£f1eld. Illinoia 

SepteJnber 17, 1943 

Director, FBI AIR ),(AlL 

~ 
SP£CI,AL DELIVERY 

URGENT Re, JOEY L. LEWIS, Et AlJ 
CIVIL RIGHTS AFD OOIESTIC VIOLEliCE 

near Sir, 

Reference is made to memorandum for the Director No. 3 dated Au­
gust 30, 1943, in the above captioned matter submitted by Tom C. Clark, As­
sistant Attorney Gen~ral, and particularly to the fir~ para~raph on Fage 
::0. :3 of that memorandum. 

The Bureau has been previously advised that no action would be 
tak"n in connection with G. Lov • .f';rant. Howllver, Assistant Attorney General 
Frank Col~tn has orally requested this office to conduct investigation to 
ascertain the present whereabouts of G. Love Grant. This request is made 
in order that Gra,n _y. if later deemed advieable, be readily located and 
served with a Grand Jury Subpoena. However, Mr. Coleman stated that he did ~ 
not desire Grant interviewed at thi s time or apprised of the'aot tltat he tj 
ma" at some later date be .erved with a Grand Jury ~~poena. i' 

p.'i,'f-' • 
In connection with this matter, the ~t.~ Office y,.,,:~ue»,,d . :' 

to conduct the followin!; investigation. ~<1)t-, . ~' LILI t If ~ -/? ~_\' 
For the information of the St. Louis Office, G. Love Grant end . Y \~ 

Ernest Charles~Dunbar were subjects of a Bribery inVe.ti~ .... n v ~ated /~ 
by ti-,i, llIlreau in late 1939 and early 1940. Special Agen -<t. 
interviewed G. Love Grant in January of 1940 at Kuskogee. a oma. r 
h an attorney. At that time, he spent most of his time line; for the 

(JTJnited )line Worker. of America" a,nd at the time of 1ut • travelled in 
the States of his home and 
fe..",Uy are located that hie 
telephone number know his 
whereabout f5 at &pY * -' -'2 m'- , . ~ t " -

~. ~.-::.-
The St. Louie Office i. requested to conduct discre~ve.ti~ 

to ascertain the present whereabouts of G. Love Grant. It should also be a8-
certained whether or not he is still travelling for the United >;ine ,jorker. 
of America, an~ if 80, in whet area of the United States. further, if possi­
ble, where he can be reached by subpoena. Your investi~at1on should be coa-

corrr:s n:::;STROYED 

.h2 ~ J:.:I :\..0 1962 

{\~ 

:;;- 60 OC1 1 

I 



Director, FBI -2-

Re: JOEl: 1. L]';,'I!8, Et AI; 
CIVIL RIGBTS A1\D OOl3STIC VIOLENCE 

"'. 

} .. '. 
~.J 

~. .. 

9-17-43 

d~cted in such a ~ner as not to oisc10"e the fact that he may be at a 
later cate in connection with the captioned matter served with a Grand Jury 
Subpoena. 

In view of the extreme emercency anc ex?editious nature o~ this 
investi~ntion and if this Field DiviEion is to meet a deadline set ~ the 
Bureau, a report of the results of the investigation requested herein must 
be in the hand. of the Sprins~ield Divirion not later than September 25, 
1943. Nine copies of your report should be slIbt:litted to the Bureau and 
four for the Sprin[field Office, the office of origin. I wish to emphasi~e 
the ~?ortance of this investigation and the fact that it 1s imperative that 
this lead be covered i=ediately. In aedition, it is the atreau's desire 
that ,'ou 1';1 ve this matter your per Eonal attention. 

.. we:..-
cc St. Louis (2) 

SPEC ill DELIVERY 

Very tl'u1y yours, 

.... "--,.'-, ... ~.,.~.~~:,.' 
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00-181 

f) 
Mr. '1'01.0",-=-__ 
Mr. 1:. A. Tall1ll1_ 
II •. 01.,, __ _ 

.eberal lIuuau of Inue.tigation 

Jlniteb liate. Department of 'Ulltin 

Basllington. D. C. 

Septeaber 26, 1943 

Mr. O.fI., __ _ 
Mr. 01&.h, __ 
Mr. LaU, __ _ 

Mr. Nlelloh_ 
II.. 80 .. " __ _ 
II.. '1' ••• , __ _ 

JSGlMr 
Call Mad., 
Diotated, 

IIr. A" ... __ _ 
U,15 
U,40 

Mr. CaroD" __ 
Mr. &rllo __ _ 

Jif· Heiidan --
Mr. II ..... ' or4 __ 
Mr. 8,a.ko __ _ 

Mr. QuiD" Ta"",,_ 

Ir. Frank 001_ of the en_1nal DiddOll _taote4 
the writer telephon1call.T iD pmr abeac. at the aboT. tiM 

T.le. Room __ _ 
Mr. N .... __ _ 

iD regard to the oapti01Sed _. 
IIi .. Beahm __ _ 
Mi II Galldy __ _ 

Ir. Col_ addeed that b. bad beeI1 h -re~ 
with Ir. TOIl Clark of the en_1M] DirtBi01S aDd the)' bad decided 
that the Bureau 8bould be the agenc;r to ..... _1na the reoordl of Lni. 
iD order that th.,. Il1gbt be able to te.t1f7 rather tbIm hanDi th. 
Treasury Depertaent agents appear h the ca... jcoordhg to Ir. 
ColeMD, lt would therefore be II.ItC"8&l7 for Jgeat. of the Bureau to 
obtain aooe'8 to the orig1Dal recorda either b:T pend88101l of the 
defendAnt8 or b:T Rbpollll&, if uce.Ml'1. 

!be~f 111". Col_'. ca1l _. to request pendedOll 
to bave !gent f the Springfield Office attend a coaI.renc. 
which 18 to be • a the Depe.rt.nt toIIgrrow, Sept_ber 27. at which 
t1.ae the ftrlaus &&pect. of the c .. e would be discu .. ed. 1Ir. Col_ 
.tated that~.renc. would be atteuded, be expected b:T 1Ir. Clark, 
Ir. Boward United States Attorn.,., pmr8elf. Ir. Co1_. lad 
po8s1bl.7 Ir. Welch. 

!be reAeon giYeD 117 1Ir. Co1_ for eepeoiallT antiDg !gat 
_ to be present ft8 due to the fact that the latter bad doD. 
~b1. work OIl the cae. and bad _de an anal3818 whlch 1Ir. 

quit. good. ae etated that it _s belleYed that 
be able to dillcu8e th. cas. iDtelllgentlT With 

and adrie. th .... to what tarther acti01S 18 II.ItceeMl'1 
.. to what portion ot the or1&iD111 recorde 1I1ll haft to be 

«pa1ned. 

/ 
: / -. 

,. 
RECORnlt!J 111'. Y tI ~ -/ ,';-

-- -AC!IOI 

Aet.1Jlg OIl the !netl"Octi01l8 of 1Ir. FraIIk •• lch,: who ~ 1 
telephon1call.T e~. I called the Sp~ Office 

1Ri~~~,g to Jgeat __ at 12115 p ••• !gent_~. iUti'1I~ 043 

~--

.. 

.. 
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to Mlte arrangement8 to haft Age~bta1D ra .. natlCll1ll troa 
Spr1Dgtleld to the Bureeu b7 tbl q~s1ble route UI4 to call _ 
whe the llece881U"7 co.pleted. 'l'he parpo8e ot the trip 
_8 explained to it _e suggested tbet it would be 
unDecenary tor br1Dg &I!\Y ateri&l with h1a witb the 
exception ot ID7 papere 1Ib1eb he ailht ha'ft. 

At 2100 p ••• ASAC L. O. telepboll1call7 
contacted the writer .dnsing tbet catch the 6121 
train troll 8pr1ng1'1e14 to Chicago, ct •• t 10;00 
p... ArraDge!aetl haft bee ade tor catch the 12115 
•••• plane to 1faah1Dgton tro. Chicago, .t 6100 •••• 
Se would. theretore. be .ftU,&ble tor conterence .t &JO' ttal on ~ 
lIOrn1ng. - This intor-tioa ... treDaitted to 1Ir. 001_ who _I .M-eed 
tbet Mr. Weleb would call b1.a toIIOrrow _rniDg 10 that f1nal &lTIUl&-ta 
tor • conrerencI could be coapleted. 

• 

., -'. ~-. '-;'" '~, .0::-';;' : '\' -.~ ";::>-:''c~._J.,-''~_~~-;''.:_,~ -~--; -'/' :;'.'! .. ~:""--~-::--'::'":'; "-'-~ •• ';-: ~: 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
lI'cnIl No. 1 

,. TH •• CASltORlG_Tl!D,OT SPBlNGFlELD, ILLINOIS 

tiASHIlIGTOlI, D.C. 
.... ""'""" WHJCt4~ 

9/2J.-2,!)/43 
TmJJ: 

JOHN L. LE1IIS WALrER • JJJI.IS, -
Official' of tiDe 'orters or .. rica; _ 

a£rIELsBOFF, Otmer or IIiDe wSw, 8pr'1Dgf1eU, . 

SYNOPSIS OF rrACTS: 

IEFERENCEI 

. .~' 

D.C~11o DOt. ~ WALn:R J. ,, __ • 
Secrat&r7 aDd "rraaIurar, D1Itrict 112, UD1ted. 
IIiDe Workers ot AMnca, aDd e&mIOt ra_ber 
Z"UIOYiug arq books aDd recorda fro. JAMES' 
.utomb1le in dri".lrll,7 bet_ Vllited IUJIe Workers 
JItrl J d1 ng aDd wash1ugtoR, 
D.C. ill Jul¥, aDd 
DO I': h addrel. &I 
WashiDgton, D.C. Panther craek IDe., 
loan nth iFC, WuhiDgton, D.C., paid ill hll. b 
December, 1940, aDi DO lnf'olWltion re facts aDd 
!1gures concerning financ1al sst-lip ot PaJlther 
Creek tiDeS, Inc., ill RFC files subsequent to 
Deceaber, 19.1,0. ~. 

~ 

~ C _(4 ~ __ 

- R1JC -
..... .,(".: 

;; <' ~ 

bEi f Al-~ED E·;:-GJ;'e !)!!fG 

Letters trca the Spr1Dgt1eld !'1eld Dh1.11ol1 
to thB Bureau, dated Sept.ber 18, 1943 aDd 
Sept-ber 21, 1943. 
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DETAILS; 

Q'O - 44-20 

KJ J/,asHlNGIOJi! P.C. 

On the ~ of Septeaber ll, 
~aDd the writer eDdeavored to t.ocate 

IfOJiIIUiat 1624 Jew Jersey .lveDUe, 1.'1., aDd 
locality. touad there ftS DO nch address. ~622 .w Jersey ,lveDll8, 
II ••• , it was was a t~ t..u, ~t ho,.,. aIIIi 
. DO such DUe on the u.1l boxes in the entrauce 
and an 10 one of the apertmeDte 
steted that DO such person on the preld.88S .. 
tar as she knew and she had 

At 1626 
and the writer woo stilted . - . location tor beard of ... that DO-ODB reBides 011 the Hcond floor above h1s 

On the Dight of Agen_ 
the writer at hill re~ 

llexandria, that be bas been 
ted lU.ne liorkers ot 15th and I 

wlllilf
W shington, D. that be aDd 

e the have 
p oy the thll ted this period. 

Be stated be does DOt IIDow IALTER J. JAIW), Secret&r7 and Treasurer, 
District (Il2, United Mille workers of blerica, and C&DIIOt re-wr 
&lIT specific 1oc1dent or 11Dloading books and record&; tor a un 
accoape.n1ed by a WOlllllIl troll an automobile 10 the driftwa,. between the 
Un1 ted lU.ne Workers ot America building end the SoutharD Balln;( 
building, lIashington, D. C., in JU17. 1939; DOr could he reMliber 
requesting this un DOt to park IUs car in the drinnrq; that if ~ 
protest were aade It would be ude ~Buper1ntendallt ot 
the United lliDe Workers ot Allerica b~o stated that 
he could DOt r_.ber this un -eking the rtIIIark that be and his rife 
were goirlg to the Hotel Carlton tor 1lmCh while the autc.ob1le was 
being unloaded. 

__ .tated that during his 811Plo~llt with the 
UnIted IIiDe .~ica, a _ber ot Mn with WORen acc~ 
thea hav. dr1ftn their autOllObi.lea to the front of the United iiiDe 
Workers bnll d11lg ~. ~5th ~tre.t, .~ 'I., aDd ill the dr1ven;( with boob 
and other papers 'wh1c!h be bssUllloaded troa the Yehic1es and carr1ed 
these docllMnts 1Dto tbebu11ding with specifIc 1IlBtructiOD8 trca tbe 
deliverer as to where tociepoSlt the books aDd records ill the building. 

-2-
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~t.ated ~II a IId.d aDd .tteDd8 to tJ. 
ladiee' 1'OOIIII-r::"'!I': United II1n~Aaerica buUdiDg at 15th 
aDd I Streetll, I. .., aDd be doell 
j,yenue 111 .aBhillgton, D. C. 
been in the .-ploJ of the ODe 

Dilltrict of Col_b1a. 

pert01'llll the _ IdDd of work .. 
ll.Yall _bani OIl 12th Str.et, I ••• , 

Special. Agen~ 
hill residence at 

• , llta ted be bas been in 
Workers of .berica tot about flye JUra 

and he does DOt ltnow li.I<LTER J. JAMES, Secret.&r7 aDd Tre&lIuter, 
District ({l2, of the Un! ted Jl1.ne Workerll of Aaer1ca. Be atated that 
he can onlT r_ber 0ZI8 occasion which occurred about a ~ar ago wber& 
he ~bered that he re.oYed a t;JPewriter and eo_ boob or card 
board boxes frca an auto.,b1le parked in tront of the United .I1.ne 
Workers of Aaerica bul ld1 ..: on 15th street, I. W., tor a II&D IIOt 
accoape.n1ed bf a wa.an, aDd placed thlll _ch1.ne and records OD the 
pasllenger aleYatcr in the United ll1.ne Worlterll bnl1d1 ng and the II&D no 
brought the typewri tar and records to the buUd1ng took thea to an 
q>per noor 111 the buUd1.ng; that he has never told &DYona DOt to park 
their cars in the driYewq aside of the United Il1.ne Workerll buUding in 
I'ashington, D. C. . 

~urther etated that reprellentatiYas of the IJn1ted 
tine Workerll ~dioe at the 15th and 1 

Ji C. Be II ta ted the 
who has been in United 

of 1939, 
Jash1ngt.cm, 

D. C., on a 
couple of occasions -'r haYe been in the ~ ot this lllliOD in 19391 

-3-
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employed in SOlIe unknown government del?8l''t.en1:; 
ves 1D a two t~ block 

1.11., lashington, D. C. .tated 
that he bas never aIO'one DOt to park 1D between 
the United Il1ne Workers o! berica lmUd1ngand the Ba1l~ 
building in Washington, D. C., and 1Iad. I18nUon of the tact that .TORI 
L. LEJiIS &1wll1'S parks his ear 1D this dri""'" 

Ie 1Dtorwed tha e t.be pqu.atar at 
- ._ •• ~.:r ,~._... • the United Kine Workers ot AIle and I streets, 

II. W •• Washington. D. C. and 1s the eVperintandeDt 
of ~ United-1/in8 Tiorkers of .&merica bU3 1Bi6g iii the District or 
Coltab1a. 

On the aDJnLI-'1I!C 

and the ft1 ter lDi;8f'V1..o;;ei 
was _plo;red b7 the Un1 

their offices 1D 'IashiDgton, D. C., trOll .Tauuar;r to .April 19.37 or 19.38, 
and 1111.8 re-elllplo;red ~ this UlliOD in Septe.ber 1941 to Jul.y 1942, aDd 
knows iiALTER J. JAKES. SecntaIy &Dd l'reasqrer. District 112-. United 
lline Workers ot AaariiiIW' a iii t only and that'dqriDg his eaj,J.o7Jl8nt 
he was instru::ted super1DteIldent, to rtnlOTe boola; &Dd 
records frOll auto.o es ill front of tbe United ll1De Workers 
of .AErica buDding OD 15th street, I ••• , and 1D t.be dr1Te~ aside 
of the building and C8lIDOt remeaber &UJ' such incident as reaov1.ng 
books and records troa an auto.ob1le belcmg1ug to WALTER J. JAKES, nor 
could he remelllber ever telling JAMES DOt to pLrk his automobile 1D t.be 
driveway between Il1ne Workers ot J.aerica building &Dd the 
Southern liAUway 

t1lle as 
that he 

WIlB nplo;yed at the pr8aent 
~ron, Virginia, &Dd 

ash;Lng1~n, .D. C. 

writer contac 
.- .. 't~ ..... ; 

• , was intoxwed 1:v 
r.r.. .,_ .YAlIIinoor tar t.ba a.cO-t.ruct.iQD !'f-Dancl!! Corporat.ion, _ ~ 

on coal loaDs and who is tui1Sar with the trensacUou or t.be l'aDther 
Creek Jlines, Inc., that thia corporation -WUed for a tl50,OOO 10m 
111 1936 and the Spr1ngf'1eld JIarine Bank, Springfield, Illinois, egreed 
to participate therein bT putting up $lOO,OOO of tile loaD, bat tbe 

• 

-4-
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loan tell thro~; that in 19.38, tbe Ptulther Creek II1nell, IDc., 
applied tar al30tber l.OIUI in the amount ot t50,OOO 
and subsequentl¥ paid 111 full 111 Dec_ber, 1940 • 

.! ,L-- - ~ 

• tated that be rev1ned the tiles _ring tile PIiii __ ,a- ~·_l to.f" 

IIIC., loans and there ball been DO correspoDdence coveriDg lIIV 
transactions aiDce the p8.1III8lIt of the l.OIUI ill DeC8llber I 1940. UId 
that the Reconstr1lction P1Dance Col"JlOI'at1on d1d DOt COM 1IIto 
polisession ot lIIV tacta and figures 1Ib1ch ~ the tSnencie l 

set-up ot the Panther Creek IiDes, IDc., 111 1942. 

d 

, 

Be etated inton.ed hill that the 
SOLOllAN brothers were tbeJIIse1Tes and this 
was the reason -1:\1 the through 1n 19.36, and 
that between 1936 SOLOlWi brothers ca-itted 
suicide and it that 11 one ot the SOWIWI 
brothers could DOt hesitate to do .0 111 

~ 
1nf'orat1on concern1ng the Penther Creek II1nes, Inc. _ 

stated that the ofticials of the Penther Creek JI1nes, ~ 
n , were as follo •• , 

HENRY J. SOLOMAN, president; 
G. lI. SOLOllAN, vice-president; 
E. C. SOLDllAN, vlce-president; and 
BOBERT C. SOLOlWl, Mcret&rf aDd ionuurer. 

---.lItated that lt .a~pin1ol1 
that CARL H. ~based the JI1ne .B··~ 
the Panther Creek JI1nes, Inc. Be stated that the deslred 1nt'ormaUon 
concerning the facts and figures relative to the 11nancial .et-up or the 
Panther Creek tiDes, IDe. could be coap1led lv AlVone tudl1ar with 
mSning operatiollll and could haft been obtained troll IIOSt AIV where aDd 
_,. haTe been obta1ned rro. the Panther Creek lines, Inc; that the 
desired 1IItoraat1ol1 111 1942 MY baTe been f'urniahed by the Penther 
Creek IliDes, IDe., to the State Ca-iesioner tor JliDes at Springfleld, 
Ill1nola tor stBUI5Ucal purpo.e. or MY baTe been turDished Dun aDd 
Bradstreet and other credit &gencies; that the Bational Bl.t1alDOllII 
Coal Ca.nsdon, Department ot Interlor, washington, D. C., llight baft 
been turnisheci the desired 1nf'omation for 1942 relaUTe to the 
financ1al eet-up ot the Panther Creek Mines, IDe., with other data 
but doubts 11 WIT of this 1nf'onaat1on was nppl1ed EWlilFF by t.h1I 
govern.antal &geDC;r. 

___ further .tated that the unSted JI1ne Workere 
ot Aaerlca ha~h the !iac0126tructioD F1nallce CorporatiQII 

- 5 -
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and the Corporation 1s '"17 pLrt1cular IIOt to beCOJDe 1JmllTed with labor 
orgazlizations ADd be doubts if ELSHOFF obta1Ded his iDforsation 111 
Washington, D. C. relative to tbe facts and fig1lZ"e1l which anal,... the 
financial Nt-up of: the Panther creek IliDes, IDe •• 111 1_, 1942. 

oftice u4 
the 

the Panther 
obtaiDed br CARL H. 1oLSBll'F 

Chicago. Illinois, and aud! tar 
is a Tery talItatiTe 1Dd1Tidual 

and .ho -1 be izI Washiq;:ton, D. C. at the present tille and whose 
address izI the I>istrlct of Col\abia 18 unknown to hia. 

sta'tad that it 1& assumed ~ hia that the 
..... " .. 1[,. has all 1nf:omation izI their pollses8j~0I1 

of: ..... ,;u-

---.tated that if 1 t becue necessary to rrriew 
the rUes ~~ions tor loanB t1led b¥ tbe Panther Creek 
II1nes, Inc. nth the that these 
file II woUld be aTa1l.a.ble or the 
Reconstruction F1nalIce Chicago, 
Illinois. In addition that with 
regard to the loan applications P1Dance 
Corporation b¥ the Panther Creek Ilines, IDe., • copy of these appli­
cations, together with additio~ elate. attached, •• re t1led as foll01l81 

, . ' 

ODe copy to the }leCODlltruct1on Fillaoce corporation, 
Washington, D. C.; 
One coW to the }leCODlltructioD !'1llaoc. Corporation. 
Chicago, I 111 1101s; 
()De cOW to the Springfield II8r1ne Bank, 
Spr1ng!ield, Illinois; aDd 
One COW to Jr. SOLOlWi or the Panther Creek lines, Inc. 

-6-
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tIl'O 44-20 

~
teaber 25, 1943 
f Uut Rec~~ns1;.r\IC1Ct3~;::~=,c: 

the wr r rec0rd8 of tbe Ct ron' ..... " .. that DO appl.i-
catioDs for ELSOOFl'. aDd 011 W • 
• &me date, office telepbouicallT 
advieed the were rUed 111 the _ 
of the II1De -BW Coal ~ with the Reconstruction F1DaDce Corporation. 

- BEl"ERRED UPON COIIPIErION TO THE OFFICE OF OBlGIB -

-?-

. ' -' ~.-" .. ' ,'- .- ,~. ,.~., . 
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Mr. ~.:::: I -- .... ,.-
y....,. ~_. _______ . t _ .... ,,"' I 
0..- '" ____ "' __ . 

FBI SPRINGFIELD 9-22-43 

~OR AND SAC, PITSBURGH. 

J(r. lI--"oN __ ..... .. ,-""'"""""' 
..,-~, 

... _"""""" 
3-45PM 

ADEPT. URGENT. 

JOH:J L 

dDLEWIS, ET AL, CR AND DV. RETEL PITTSBURGH THIS PM. 

R2::'UEST YOU ADVISE_NOT DEFINITELY KNOWN WHETHER SUB-

POE:~A WILL BE ISSUED FOR HIS _ AP~EARANCE HERE SEPTEMBER THIRTY, 

BUT REQUEST HIM TO KEEP YOUR ornCE AD'{ISE;D OF WHEREABOUTS UNTIL 

THAT DATE SO HE CAN BE LOCATED IF·~ijBPOENAIS'" ISSUED • 
.; " 

REGARD OTHER LEADS INDICATED IN YOUR TE 

YOU TO C01ITRARY. 

HALLFORD 
4-50 PM OK FBI WASH DC GMW 

,7. 

DIS- [~ 

PC ~_ O~BI PG EMG . 

6 0 O~I:gf~~~' JUMBLED HERE PLS ACK IN ORDER 
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. Director, FBI 

Dear S1r: 

( 
.,. ~ ." ." 4,.' ~ 

r ."' 

.,b,ral 5unau of InDHtigatian 

IlnU"b 'tatH B"partm"nt of 'u.tir, 
Springfield, nlinola 

September 25. 1943 

(j 

0. ...... 

He: JaJli L. IDIS, et ale 

",.' . 

Ci v1l Rights " Do_stic Violence. 

Rarerenee 18 _de to letter from this office dated September 23. 1943, 
requesting the Chicago Field Division to conduct additional investi­
gation at the Morrison Hotel in an attempt to ascertain whether or not 
ELSHOFF 111&7 ban paid hotel b1lllI ot EDWUl:lCfi and JAJIES, or vice ,",sa. 
fty teletype dated September 25, 1943, the Chicago Field Dirt.ion &d­
nsed that no intonation was anUsble indicating that El.SII>FF ..,. 
have paid billa 

CARL HJ':ILSHOP 
charge,., at tbe li:>rrlaon 
WALTER~AlIES. In the iIIV1mil 
all 1I.lformation conceming 

to 1n1~et'V'1·n. 
It .hould 

tCC,UeC1.1.on of tIZ1¥ in.tanoes where 
hotel bUll tor roolll or 1II1s~llaneoUII 

Illinoi., tor RAP£DKlNOOtfi or 
recollection ot .uch occurrenc.s 

,"",~n' n be reduced to eigned .tatel/lll%1t. 

For the information of the Detroit Field Divi.ion, CARL H. El.SlI>FF 11 
owner and operator of thill Kine B Coal Compm7 at Springfield, Illinola. 
RAY EDIlttlOOCfi is PreaideaU-. ot Distr1ct BUilber 12, ~ted Kine Workers 
o! .... rica .. and WALTER J.OiJAJ11EJ3 11 s.cret&r7-'l'reaeurer of the S&lllt orgc­
i~ation. El.SHDFF, -.. -reneCt;eii br reoorcie ot the I6;)rrilon Hotel, 
f'reQU8Iltly stayed at that hotel in Chicago wbere he 'WU a lavish .pender. /j 
He usually rented not a room but a .uite md IIIlterta1ned considerably at /---.. 
the Jilrri.on. During the ..... period ot ~r.:~Y EDIltNDStfi is 1m0llll to f 

ba.,. ... yed t'requently at the li>rr1l0ntSt'l. The .ue'1I ~lAt1Wll'. Ea-
1 - (-J • .TAliS. ""'::. ..... n . tip' • - t:I"-_' 

1l''''~ ~" I-J .. "--~ .. , 
The purpose of this 1Dtet'V'1n 11 to lubetmtiate allegations that CIJ!L 
H. El.SHOFF not only did business with RAY EDKlNOOON md lrALTER,.T • .JA.IES, 
but also was closely associated with these two individuals soc1.allT. 

C"'~T-- ~-'-~O''''' A I .~!.1 ... ~..: .L~""':::;'~_" J..LoD /f'-l 
1".2 -.. J_ .. ' 10 1952 ~'_ . ,., r' f 1 ~ 1ll - , 

- \'\'. 1 ~ 

'.' -.. --. ~ '.- " -



Director 

i . . ! .- . ~ • 

Tile Detroit neld Dirtsion 18 requested to eula1t a report Sn thil 
_tter DOt later than Septeaber 29. 1943, md to turnl8h the 
Springfield Fie1.d Dirllion with a teletype .~ of the resultl 
of the 1Jrnst1gation as loan as it 1Jt COlIPletld. SprSngf1Jtld 11 tbl 
ofrice ot origin. Nine copies of th1Jt report lhould be deSignated 
for the Bureau, and tour for the Springfie1.d Dirtlion. 

-),.7'­
~ 

cc. Detroit (AMSD) 

Verr trul7 fOurs. 

~~ 
l"BED HU.LFCJlD, 
Special !gent :In Charge. 

, ~-: '.' '-::- .. '-, :-'~. . --;; . , _. . 
.. 
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.rllnal .urrau of In""ligation 

.nihll 'tahslll'partmrnt of Juslin 
lpriact1eu. 11Uaela .. ,....,. U. 1"'. 

--.' ", . 

... ~ 

~L.~""" ale 

> ,',' 

tift1 '1lP'a.' ,ltte T1e~ • • 

!'lie CIIl..,. Jlelt 'D1ftd_ is M1JI& ~ te' .... n * teU..s.c 
..uUaul iaftn1caU_ ~ ~ , .. Il,wt ,. 
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• ,"-~ 

V:' 

III n_ of ~ vpJd: u4 -xpPUtt-a aatuw .t ~ .. SIIfl1d.rt ... It i. 
nque.ted tMt tM renlt • .t J8W iaY • .ttc&tice" IIarII1lut Sa report 
tora DO't later ~ .. ptaber _. lMI. a4 tllat .. rwAlt • .t 1fIIar 
!Irn.t1p.t1_ be nba1twd Sa wletJpe • "7 hra u _ ... .-pl.w4. 
om.,. of ortc1& Sa ~ ..... 11 lIpr1acttel" ad tM ...,.... UAl'lIe 
1Wa1 •• d wltb aiM .. pi •• .t _hi. report aa4 ~ Ipriact1.U ottl .. 
with tift. 

btc.. _ 
... U 
oe4.tHCo ("'0) lpHl,al 'De1l'ft17 

" •. _ ........ , •.. ~,.\. _~., .',. -'~::;~ ,_----.'-' ..• ".':~.'-'-. ;.,-.,~ ... "';"'1:.'_";;:''-r\",,:'' • ," _.~ '1'~' 
- .,. ~ . 
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Dear Sira 

, 

.rilual 5urrau of In .. tigation 

.nibil .tat .... rpartmrnt of Judicr 
8pr1zIc1'1eld, IlJ.1A01a 

Se~eJIIber 21, 1943 

~ 
Ie, JCIDI L. IDIS, IT .u. 

CIVIL lIGHTS .tJ1D DCIIIS'fiC fIC)lJgICI 

In CcmneOUOIl 1I1th ~ in~ .. U,at101l of t.h1 .... b,. \be 
8Iringt1eld neld Dh1nOll ocoaiderable 1D.1u1rT baa beIm -.de J"elaUTe 
to the atte.pt.ed purch .. el! the Pantbar Creek iii •• , lilc.~ Spr1nc­
field, 0110011 !tiJ.RL B. WHarF _ a per104 extending troa __ 
_ or 1941 lIDt Clctobwl, 191t?, 

Durin& the oourae of \bb 1DQ1a1r7 Mr. aOimRT C?\oLOlWl", 
PnI.ident of \be Panther C",1: JUne', Inc ••• int.en1;.;i.d. n 
appearll tbat in the ear1;r part or Jane, 1942 JIr'. 8OJOVAH 1I1\h h1a 
attorne,.. had a ooc.rereoce 1Iith EISOOFF ralatin \0 the posaibla 
purchaae or \he Panther Craek Vine.. At tbat U .. it • .,.loped tbat 
EI.SHOP'F bad in h1' poa,en101l taot, aDd t1eur .. Wi1ch aD&l)'Md tbe 
t1llanc1a1 aetap of \be Panther Craek JI1.nes at tbat t11ll8. EISBOFJ' 
bad actlld nCuZ' .. 011 \he en1Et8d Tallie or tbe PantMr Creek 
properU .. aDd ita indebtedne •• tar \he ,.ar. or 1936 aDd 1937_ 
EISHOFF at tbat t1aIe .t-ted that he obta1Ded th1. data in W.lIh1nctco, 
D.C. In the _ oomnaaUco BISBOFF c~t.ed tohat betore III 
oould accept m1 proponUOIl "latin to the parcba .. of \be .me. 
be _QI1ld baft to ... -h1a part1 .. in Wa'h1lI&tOll, D.C.- n 1. Im_ 
tiIIt .tlort17 attar thU IISHOFF did ,0 to Wa~, D.C. and •• 
apparenU7 in oontact with \he otfice ot \hPan1t.d JUne I9rker. or 
jaerica da11y. Mr. SOWJWi haa 1n!or.ed \bat auriDi 1936 aDd 1937 bt 
wall attelllptin, to obtain a loan trca \he J1eCOllltruCUCO 11Dance 
Corporation in WallhinctClll, D.C. tor the rafiJlanc1ng of tbe _Ur, 
Panther Craek properUe, •. In obtiain1Jll th1. loan it .a neceslI&rT f 
tor JIr'. SOUlWi to ntaU data Mowing the tiJlana1a1 oOlldUion of .. 
the Panther Creek Jline., IDe. at t~,:a.e. Tbi, worlt wa. dooe b;y ~ 
LloJd Thomas CollIpan)' et Ch1caga..-<;,l3.Unot. aDd \be data \hul obtaiaed 
... n8nt_ll7 nbaitted ~o the~:~i"!:.~ .. c lts= -i:tt:;O-.~.;.;',1. 

It 1, teU \bat USBOFF ~bta~d\~ ~t. ;;Ial.n"7. ?';<-c.. .. -~ 
at the 101M ot the intern .. 1n June, 1942, po,nbl7.rro. the a.,.c:'~., 
111 "shington, D.C. or that it ft8 0l$aiDed tor hill b;y JOHN to lEIIS I . ~ 
or __ repr .. entAUn ot the Unit.d II!.De Worker' or _n .... -. I 

Mr. lR11Q; COlEMAll, Special Aas1ltet to the ."orne7 a.n.ral, 
who 11 baDdlini t.h1. 01", hal raqllillt.ed tbAt an Snqu1ry be 

COnI'-' ~'·-.,...,O ... -.• -~"-. YED :-! 
\,1 

j ~2 7 .!:.:.;. 10 19~~ -\-' 
~ V U v! 1 l~tf~ 

(){> 
", '.~ .. ' .... ::--.-.~, ...... ~.-':~ •.. :~' .. -"":':'f":-:~". ?"~'-:--',~-~ ~'.' .. __ .' 

'. . ~ 



Sept. 21, 194) 

at. t.be !l.r.c. in W ... h1n,t.OI1 '0 4et.end.De wIlo obta1Ded \hi. da'-. 

!be lfaah1nctOl1 l1eld DirldOll 11 re~n.d \0 coJldw:' nah 
1Dqu1r7 bea!'ini in .:1n4 ,bat. U 11 hoped '0 en-bUsh ~t. t.be Wona­
Uon in ELSHOFF'. po.e .. dOl1 .... obt.ained b7 \he tJn1ted ILDe 1rorken 
et J.ar1ca tor h1a. !ben 11 no WoraaUOII d preHnt. in t.be 
poesnsion of i.be Spr1.nct'1eld ottioe which 41ICloIII eDClt.lT UDder 
what <1&" or fila ioIUs louI 'WOuld be handled in t.be ll.r.C. !hi 
aolT paper ~t Mr. BOH)MAN bad in hi. po ..... icm .... a letter to a 
)fro CR~1o\Jij) ot t.be BeOOll.truOUOII J'1naDce CorponUOII, Chi-F, 
Illinois, dated 1I0'ft!lber 28, 1936 tram hia"lt, .. pnlsitn\ et 
the Pan'\ber Creek tines, InCl., nquutiD, tOl'lll I.-lD9. 

It Ihould be ~ed perhaPI that. a nb"qllellt loan ... 11 ob­
kined !'roll the !l.!'.C. in 1939 and 1940 wb1ch ... s lillt.ed UDCler 
loan 14049. Collateral in t.be form of accounts recehabll .... 
Il1bBd'\t.ed 111 the Pant.her Creak ltI.nu al eecurlt.;y tor the .. 108ft •• 
lone or t.be in.-t.ant dak 1n EL5BOP'F'. po." • .I1.on dur1.ni Jane or 
1942 .... obta1nad tn. t.b1. tu... 

In Tiew ot the urpncr of toMI 1nftst1gatiDll the Washington 
Field attica 11 ~aest.ed t.o conduct. thl lWcusa17 :lnYe.t1,aUao aDd 
edd" the Spr1ngfield Ottice by Oct.ober 1, 194). 

Very t.rul7 ;your" 

. . . . '. :' .. 
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• dleral .uruu of InllHtigatiam 

.nitrZlltateellepartment of Jauttrr 
Springfield, D.l1no:1.a 
September lS, 1943 

AIR JIUL - SFECllL JELIVERT 

: ..• ~A.,,-..... 

I ;.':: ~::~~::--:-._ 
I : .: _W.l .......... . 

1 ... ........ . .... --

I" , .... ', ...... ,.). 

..•. ~-~ .. 

...•. . .. '-',. 
Director, PSl 

() 
He : JO~ t. LDfIS, ZT AL. 

.~' .... ~~u~ ...•••• 

!OJ". .-\,..,.L~ .•••..••.. . ..... ~ .... 
CIVIL RIQIlrS AND oollESnc VIOUNCE. 

Dear Sir: 

Thill letter 18 aut.:l.tted to ad'ri" the Bureau concern1Dg -. 
oert&1ll inveetigation which :1.a hereby requested ot the Washingt.1lIl 
Field Office. Copies of this letter are being furnished to the 
Richmond Office inasmuch u it _y be neoeua17 for the Wuhington 
Field Orfice to conduct one of the requested 1nterdna at Alexanclr1a. 
Virginia. 

(/ 
/ 

" 



t, 
~. . .. 
t-" . , 
r " , 

~.~; ~.' .-. 
;-,' .-

, . 

. . 
)~.J 

])1rec 1;or. FBI 

'!'be Depart..m1; bas pointed out that JA1IES I sto17 concerning 
lIBtwr is illprobable and the ))epartlllllDt is interested in 

np8llCh his sto17 bT 
the (hUed ll1.ne 
records from JA1IES 

IZlder the circUlllStances indicawd above. 

1Ir. ftiANl( COLE1&\N. Special Assistant to the Attomey General. 
~"".1J"'" t.hrr"u>·h a confidential source that 

,1'1.1 ' 

, 1 

;;.~ . 
~ I I. ~ . 

)'.'~. ·1 
/,J 

inwrviewed. An eftort. should be _de to ucert.a1n from these in­
dividuals the identity of the building -.nager or superintendent. and 

. . , .~. '. - .... ~ -·.r :_ ... :.~."":,-;_"", ""'~-~."-"";'.-". 
.. ' .-~" --.,,,,' -. 
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V ~~:.~. "~ Director J FBI -3- 9-18-43 

al.eo to ascertain the eource of t.lleir salaries. TIle point. of tI:d.8 
inquiry 111 to ascert.a.1:n the ident.1ty of the person 1Ibo Jlll.gbt be 
subpoenaed to testif7 from }ByroU records as to the persona 1Ibo 
were employed as custodial employees during J~ 1939. 

It 111 noted that the Washington field Office _y deem lt 
advisable to interview these persona at their residences, in 1Ih1ch 
event it wi.ll be necessary for t.he Washington Field OUlce to 
conduct one interview at Aluandria, Virginia. 

It is requested tbst a telet)'pe s_ry of this invellti­
gation be turnislled to the Bureau and to tile Sp~f1eld Office. 
not later than wednellday, September 22, 1943, inasmuch &8 lt will 
be necessary to issue lIubpoenaa in this _tter in the very near future. 

_io1~ 
"""44-is"" 

cc Washington Field - AIIsn 
Riclmll!ld 

Very t.Tuly yourll, 
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F~ PITTSBURGH 

~DIRECTOR AND SAC 

ADEPT. URGENT. 

9-23-1i3 

SPRINGFIEl.D 
j) 

JOHN L. LEWIS, 

12-20 AM ET 

· ... ---·~··-·I 
:. :::.:::::~ 
-- "-IF ....... .. MOF 

THAT ACCORDING TO WHAT 

IN ELSHOFFS SUITE 

TOLD 

__ WHICH SUITE CONTAINED A PRIA-

VATE BAR WITH A NEGRO ATTENDANT. DOES &; RECALL THAT ELSHOFF 

WAS PRESENT. SOMEONE THERE, THOUGHT TO BE THE BAR TENDER, SAID, WHEN 

TO PAY FOR DRINKS, THAT HIS IS ALL PAID FOR AND ITS 

MY JOB TO SERVE YOU. NO MENTION WAS MADE AS TO ~'''.I.: WHO PAID FOR IT. 

UNABLE TO GIVE DATE OF INCIDENT. SAID JA~LASGOW, 
FORMERLY AN AIDE TO _ .... ,: EDMUNDSON, NOW IS USA IN SPRINGFIEl.D, ILL. 

IS IN POSITION TO GIVE COMPl.ETE DETAILS REGARDING FINANCIAL TRANSACTIO/I::, 

BETWEEN EDMUNDSON AND El.SHOrF. ~URNISHED A RECEIPT DATED SEPT. 

El.EVEN, NINETEN THIRTY SEVEN IN AMOUNT ~F FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS MADE OUT 

TO JACK GLASGOW AND SIGNED BY RAY EDMUNDSON. ~ SAID THIS 

RECEIPT WAS DEMANDED BY GLASGOW OF EDMUNDSON IN ORDER TO PROTECT sa 13b 

GLASGOW rROM T,tFIRREGULARITIES OF EDMUNDSON. WITH UNION FUNDS. DURINl 

~ INTERVIEW WITH~ODAY IBED INCIDENT 

_ SUBSTANTIAl.LY AS _DID EXCEPT THAT THE SUITE OF ROOMS WAS 

NOT IN NAME or El.SHOFF A BUT WERE CONFERENCE ROOMS USED FOR THE JOINT 

CONFERENCE or COAL OPERATORS AND UMWA OFFIIAL SpF Il.LINOIS. 

DATE AS EITHER THREE OR rOUR YEARS AGO ON DECEMBER TWENTY FOUR. 

COPII::; D~l~O$.~ b10 :-C':ORD:HNSON~ljtf-;;--7~~I--/.<j 
END .R':2~J':'i' lv 1;r1/, L;10 ,& •. ~~ <' 

l"'DEXED. 3 .' ~C' ~ 

ie,/4 
ACK IN ORDER PLS 

, 1 "-,,.,; AM .OK FB I lilA DCJ 
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Jrllrralilunau of InuHltigation 

llnili'll IUali'lIlJrpartml'nt of IUlltirr 
Spr1..'1gfield, Dlinoi8, 

September 1" 1943 

AIR !fAlL 

() 

SPECIAL IELIVERr 

JIr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director, Federal Bureau or 
Uni ted States Department or 
Washington, D. C. 

\ lieJ 

Dear 1Ir. Hoover I 

Investigation, 
Justice, ' 

(j 
JOHN L. lEWIS, eta1. 
CIVIL RIGHl'S and DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

JoIr. FRANK COLEl'AN, MSi8tant to the Attorney General, appeared 
in Spr1!lgfield, nlinois on September 10, 1943 and called at lIlY orties 
for a confere!lce in connection with this case. Be was apprised general-. 
ly of the results of the investigation all or the date or the conrerence. 
He appeared to be very well satisfied with the results of the investiga­
tion to date and made no unusual requests or suggestion!! while at thia 
office. . 

As a utter or personal interest to you, he conridentially 
informed I!:e ~at he had been informed by the Attorney General that 
President ROOSEVELT had approved the indictment of' subjects in thi8 
case and trial of aubjectE subsequent to indictment. Be indicatf!d that 
the Grand Ju:ry would convene to hear the evidence in this matter about 
October 1, 194.3, although he does not know definitely at the present 
time whether the case will be presented in Washington, D.C. or at 
Springfield, nlinois. Be mentioned that Federal Judge CHARLES G. 
BRIGGLE 1.'1 Springfield we.s a Republican and indicated that the Depart­
ment was giving consideration to the pos8ibllity that he might be 
biased in the matter in the event the case was tried before him, due 
t.o the fact that charge, might be brought by the oppositioe (cltsfendants) 
that the caae was pol1ti~l penecution on the part of the acbn1n~M'ation. 
He also stated that he learned in Springfield cuually .t.hat EIlltlNJ;kI'lIURKE, 
Attorney for U.Il.1'. was Jurt COIIInJ,asioner and that BURKE mght...urt sane 
influence through this position to favor the defendants in this case. Be 
said if the caae was presented to • Federal Grand Jury in Springfield, 
that probably the .Jlepartment would request t.hJt~_fmt or another 
Jurt COIIIIIliseioner for the handling of thia ~~r matter-.-

. :JOtD! 
As a lIIIltter of' strategy which might RPlto va~~~~~;~~,~.-· 

tion being obtained from subject ELSHOFF, CJII1ler ot-ar1ne A 
1mi;:W~~""""'U in thi8 case, ¥r. COLEloWl stated that in "all tlpr'Jbabi:l~;Y 

~~ 

~~COP~1Dl(~ :ST~C.Yl 
R "':24 JIlN 10 1962 
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the fac~ are pre3ented to a Federal Grand Jury at Springfield, Illinois, the 
facts in 1n.etant utter would be presented to the Grand Jury tirllt and U an 
indict.trent is returned, it would be announced in the press im:nediate:q that 
the indictments were returned, and the details of the indictment would be re­
leased, and at the same time, a s would be made to the that the 
Grand 

approval of such a procedure. 

worried and it he 
charges in this matter.­

might break and te"1'n1'1 
~ wl1:y approva1 or dis-

! thought you would be interested in having called to your attention 
the publici~ Which has been released from an unkncwn source in connection with 
this i!!vestigation, which possibq has interfered to a cer..ain extent with the 
successful culmination of t~p. investigation. I called to the attention or the 
Bureau by letter dated September 10, 1943 that a number of peI'8ons had declined 
to furnish sta~~nts to Agents in this investigation with the advice that their 
Attcrne}', ARTHUW(ITZGER1J.D, should be consulted. The names or those persons 
who, as of Septeltber 10, 1943, had failed to divulge infonnat1on to Agents 
wi thout consulting their Attorney, were set forth in II\V letter of that date. 
Fp to Se;::te:::b€r $, 1943, the Agents working on this case had encountered no 
difficul ty in ottaining stater::ents from any of the persons il'1tervie-..ed. There 
.. as a decided change beginning with interviews to be conducted on September 5, 
1943 when a n~ber of persons began to tell Agents that they should consult 
their Attorneys or they would sl1:y that they did not desire to make ~ state­
ments unless the Attorney was present at the time of the interview. 

I ~ve also previous~ called to the attention of the Bureau, that 
N.r. WALTER ThAI, Attorney at Law, Springfield, Illinois, and a member of the 
firm of ARTHUR FITZGEF.ALD, called at this office on Septemberr 7, 1943, to re­
qae~t copies of the statements previousl;y ~cuted by FRAN~UST!N. J~, 
and one EAUJ.:'3AF.TNEF.. :r think that th1e .:hange in the attitude of persons inter­
viewed by Agentl! working on this cue my posSibly be attributable to a United 
Fress release Which appeared in the nlinois State Register on September 3, 1943 
which bore a Washington date line of the same dete. This item carried the fol­
lowing three c01= heading on the front page or the Register I "U.S. Grand Jury 
to Sift F.B.I. Investigation into U.~.W. l!1ne B Deal." Particularq it WIUI 
I5tated in thill item "P.eliable Sources Said an Inquiry by F.B.I. was about 
completed and that the matter would be placed before a Federal Grand Jury bere 
(referring to Washington) or at Springfield." The item at!l.ted that the JU!ltice 
Department officials declined to comment. This particular item, or course, 
possibly put the U.U.W. officials in Springfield on notice or the status of 
thill case. The infonnation that the investigation was about completed was, 
or cOlll'5e, inaccurate, inaslIluch as considerable investigation remains to be 
conducted in this matter • 

- " , ", .' ... , 
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l!r. COLEllAN of the Department is pare of the fact that a number or 
the persons interviewed by Agents of this oi"fice have met with an uncooperative 
atti tude on the part of certain persons deeired to be interviewed who have de­
clined to !:like statement!! pursuant to advice from an Attorney, or who have 
failed to make statementa without being in the presence of an Attomey at the 
time of the interview. He stated at the conference in II!Y office on the night 
of September 10, 1943 that if specific instances aroae where specific indiVid­
uale were aski."lg the minere not to make statece:lta to the F .B.l. Agenta, that 
he may contact Federal Judge CP_~RLES G. BRIGGLE at Springfield, or United 
Stctes Attorney Hall/Jill L. DOYLE, and ask thel!' to make a statement for publica­
ti~r. to the effect that such advice would be an obstruction of justice. I 
did not express approval or disapproval of such a procedure ~ this. Ii:r. 
CO:':::1~AII will return to Washington in the near future, and he may take this 
pOint up with the Bureau. 

l.:r. COUJ!A.'l also stated that if an indictment is returned in thill 
case that he may recommend to the Attorney General that the Attorney General 
request the Bureau to conduct an investigation of the Petit Jury. 

In connection with the sele of ltine A by lIr. RrAN of Springfield, 
nlinois to subject ELSROFF in 1941, l!r. COLEXAN has requested that the 
emplorees of ~ine A at the time of the sale to subject ELSHOFF be interro­
gated and etate;nenta obtained as to whether they desired to beco:ne members 
of the t'.l.W. or whether they autOll!atically voted to becane D.l!.W. members 
beca'J.se of the tactics used by U.)/.'&. in converting »1ne E to D.It.W. 
members'Jip. There are approximately three hundred persona to be interviewed 
in connection with this particular incident. 

In connection with the interviews of the miners who were 8I!'ployed 
at /a."e B just prior to the shut down, the greater percentage of these pE.TSone 
have been interviewed. HOW'ever, a number of these persons' whereabouts are not 
cefini tely known at the present time and I diecUlIsed with J.:r. COLECAN whether 
it would be necessary to conduct extensive investigation to locate these persons 
for interVier., and he stated t.hat if they were not available for interview in 
this irl:meciate area that no further effort should be made to locate them at I i 
tr.is time. It is suggested that. th. e Bureau comunicate this infonnation to I (' 
the Departn:e:tt SQ that it can be confirmed bv the Department directly with th., , 
Bureau. - - ~ I 

l!r. COLEllAN raised the question as to the possibility of interv1eQ 
with subjects in this case, and it was agreed that no interVie1<5 would be con- l " 

ducted with those persons who are considered subjects at the present tilDe 
unless the Department directed a specific req'lest to do so to the Bureau. 
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Ilr. COl.El4A.N has previously made a request that • representative 

number of the P.t.A. operators in this area be interviewed to determine if 
subject ELSHOFF had endeavored to F~rcha5e their mines s1m1larly to the 
purchases of nne A and It1ne B. At the conference on September 10, 1943 
with l!r. COlEUAN he !!tated that he did not believe the interviews with 

U'.>~' 

these operators were juetified at the present t1JDe, and that luch interviews 
ahould be held in abeyance. Be requested that the attempted purchue or a 
mine in Bond County. illinois previouely mentioned by hiD: in a l!lllmorandum 
be inveet1.gatM .and th1.8 will be done, and aleo a III1ne in Fulton Coun'!iY. 

In a memorandum fran the Bureau from llr. Totl C. CLARK, Assistant 
Attorney General, dated Augullt 3C, 1943. certain inveetigation was !!uggested 
in connection with the tees paid to the firm or WinI!ton, Strawn, and Shaw at 
ChiclI€o, Illinois, who were shawn as Counsel for the l!ine B Coal CCIIIlp&l11 on 
eace of the pleadings filed with the Labor Board during the year 1938. It 
was etated in this memorandum that it was not believed that subject ElSHOFF 
or I'ine B was in • position to retAin this f'inn and the conjecture was that 
t.he firm was reteined by the U.".W. on ELSHOFfts behalf. This Wal! discUl!sed 
with Ur. COI.E1!ftJ'. and he stated that he had two differel'.t attorneys look up 
the law to deterMine if this would be privileged information, and that it was, 
and that no inquiries should be made by this office at this time unleee a 
direct request is made by the Department of the Buresu. It is suggested that 
this particular point be called to the Department'!! attention by the Bureau 
so that it can be confinned by the Department • 

SpeCial Agen~d ___ were present with 
me ~t the time of the co~. C~ 

The above 1.8 supplied for your information. An;[ d1!f'iculty encounter­
ed in the remaining investigation in thil! cal!e which might be attributable to 
premature publicity will be specifically called to the Bureau's attention. 

FH:ejc 
44-18 

Very truly yours, 

",' - . 

\ 
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JO'1N EDGAR HOOVER 
DIIlrE;CTOft 

( 

J:,.llrrlll Ilurrau of InuFilUgation 

iiniteo liaits Brpaftmrnt iii Jiifiir, 

.usllington, It C. 

:BK Sept_her 23. 1943 
Call: 1120 P.W. 
'frmlscribed: 1, 30 P .11. ftt 

IlEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. II. ~ , 

Ke: Jam l! L1!IrIS. et ali 
CiYil Rights IIIld Dcaestic 'f1olcoe 

At this t.1me I received a call trca AaI1et.ant Attomq 
General. Tan Clark ot the crlm1na1 m:rision in coonection with the 
captioned ca... He B&id he understands that _one in the Depart­
ment iesued 1natlUctiORS to the "ffect that copies of the reports 
in this case could not be tumisbed 'q, the Sprlngfi"ld Office of 
thtt Burea".l to U. S. Att-orner Howat-d Dorle= 

I told him that the JWoeau had instructed Sprizlgtield 

Mr. Tol.oa~_ 
Io::r. B. A. Tamm_ 
Mr. Cle,, __ _ 
Ilr. Coffey __ 

Ilr. Gl .... '. r 
u. T .... .. 

;~: ;~;-Ol-·-_--I 
Ilr. Ro ... , __ _ 
Ilr. 'l'raClJ __ _ 

Mr. <:.r.o8, ___ • 
Il,. 8.,100 __ _ 
Mr. 8,,,40", __ _ 

Vr. !leO"lre_ 
Vr. 14_lor4_ 
Vr, Plp.r~ __ 
lob, Qui 110 T&JXl1!l_ 
Tele. ROOD! __ 

this invest~ation all a apecial at th" Attomer General' a request, md that 
the JWoeIlll'1I 1.netructions aN in all cuell investigated on th1II buill that 
'the field offices shall not. tumillh ooplell at the reportll to the U. S. 
Attorneys until epecificallJ' instructed bf the Bure8ll becaulle we never know 
whether the Departml!rlt wante the U.S. Attorneys to have them or not. It 
was explained that thill 11 probably the reuon the report. have not. been lI&de 
anllable. 

I inq1ired it thev desired that we give copies to the U. S. Attorney 
at Springfield. He said that Do7le 18 oard oS to Wallh1ngton th1II c:ocdn& Saturdq 
md it wcrJ.ld be better it Do7le were fllllillar 1I1th the deta1l.e so that 'th8J' could 
discuss the matter on his arrbal. I told bjJII we 1IOUl.d be glad to turrdah 
copiell to Doyle it thie 11 in aocordance with hie desires. Be Nid he would 
appreciate it very lIIIlell it they were made anllabl.e to Doyle and also told _ 
'that the Springfield Office had clone a fine 30b on the inTeat1gatiOll. 

ADDENIml: 1:40 P.Il. 

I called Springt1eld mld tal.IaId to 
told him of llr. Clark'. request md instl'\lcted • ,COW of each of 
the reports to USA Do71e th1a alt..moon. Be etated Doyle bad told Ilia th1Ii : 
aoming tb&t he 1nt.cded 00"'11'1& to Waahington Saturd.a;y md _uld appreoiate having 

IrfU!.Y--IC'lQIO---"i a COPT of each of th" reparts. Be B&id ·he 1fOI1l.d ciTi.ibem to him 111th1n the 
,., I ne.d haul'. ! !!!t!!!!Ormdt!!!! or eontirl!!&tiOll has been DNDared to 1Ir. feu C. 

BUY • ~. ~;;~~: Clark of the DepartAl!rlt advilling of OO'IpJimoe with "t'!.~ _ 
~." ... 

.T.!: ••• 
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DlCBANlW POll ASSUTAliT moIIIIlI OPKP£L 
t9iI c. geM 

Ie, JOON L. LaIB, .to al / 
CiYU l1cht.. _4 ~. '101 ..... 

PunuaQt \0 ~ t4l.epbonlo ~ \0 Mr. J. I. lIwdord 
or t.he IN~, oop1eo 01' Ut. "porto _laltMd in tho MpUaa.cl 
.... h.ft boon hend.cl \0 U ••• At.\omq II~ DoJl. at. Ipr1r!lfi.14, 
Illlnob ~. 

lob. TolooD, __ 
Mr. E. A Tamm_ 
Mr. C1e,, __ _ 
Mr. Co!Io' ___ _ 

Mr. CVrrrMUN 
Mr. AA IC~ TJONS SECT/o,. 
ilr. '" A I L ~ ~'\I'" 
Mr. .. 0 

Sr-Mr. ...p t 3 ,-. 
I4r. '<0-

Mr. 
Mr. H'DdQ'D~~~~~~~~ENl 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

J oM Ed«&r lIooyer 
D1recwr 

.. 
".-,.-c, j~ b1c,,· , , .... -" 

i..,'y .~" " ., 
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Dir .. otor. FBI 

Dear Sir, 

.t 
Irbrralilurrau of Inunligalion 

.nibb .tah.llrpartmrnl of Ju.tkr 

Bpr1ngfield, Illinoi. 
Septemb .. r 21, 194:5 

Iii> 
R .. , JOHN L?U'IlIS. etalJ 

CIVIL RIG!lrS AllD Il())IgS'l'IC YIOLEJICK. 

The Bureau is advised that a oonferano .. _s held with 111". J'RAlIII 
COLEMk.li, Speoial Aasietant to the Attorn .. y General, in 1IlY dfloe em tM 
late afternoon of Septemb .. r 18, l~. At the time he oalled at 1IlY af'fioe 
he was acoompanied by 1Iz'. PAT COONS, another Speolal A .. htant to the A"b­
torney General. The purpose of thiB OonterellOe _. to r;o over a llUIIber o!" 
points Jb-. COLEJIAlI delires to be handled. inallllllloh all he oontemplates that 
the faotlS in this oa88 will be preeented to the Federal Grand Jury 0011-

Tening in Springfield, IlUnoh, on September 29, 1943. !fe Kid he .... 
ieaving for Washington on the night of S .. ptember 18. 1943, and tt.-t he 
.. ould direct a UIIIorandum to the Bureau .etting forth In detail any ad­
ditional iDVestig&tion h. desired. 

He was Tery .... ll pleased with the .tatus o!" th .. oas .. ae o!" Sept.Bber 
18, 1943 and said that most of the inT .. stig&tion h .. d .. sired had been oom-
pl .. ted, partioularly ineofar as pr .. sentation of th .. taots to a Fed .. ral Grand Jury is oonc .. ~ned. ~,,_...,; __ .... _______ n .. 

-;.:»--~_ ...... '-e-. 
'l:ne .. in request or JIr. eO~ was in oonneotioD wi til the i8SUAnOe 

of .ubpoonae. to persons .. hoae pres .. no .. might be desired befor .. the Federal 
<h'and Jury at Springfield, Illinoia. He said he had r .... ohed a decidon to 
.ubpo .. na all P .lI.A. memb .. r. at Idn .. B in May 19Z111ho are pr ..... ntly employed 
at either )(in .. B or lfine A in Sprinr;field, IlUnoia. He r. .. queated thi. 
offio .. to prepar .. a Ust of all of the .. person. and .aid he would call _ 
from Washington, D. C. at suoh time a. h .. desired this U.t to be furnhhed 
to th .. U. S. Attorn .. y at Sprinr;fi .. ld, Illinoi ••• 0 that immediate .ubpoenae. 
oould be issued for th .. ir pr .. senoe before the Federal Grand JUr,y. I 1nf'0r.D8d 
lIr. COLEJlAll that no writt .. n requested had been reo .. 1T .. d trom the Department 
through the Bur .. au at Washington to turniah ~ reporte or other data to the / 
U. S. Attorney at Springfield, Illinois, and I requ ... ted him to take up 
dir .. otly with the Bureau the turnishing ot ~ namel or reports to the U. 6. 

Attorney in Springfield. He nid he yould do thi!o ,...fI-. 9 e/.5" _ /..5' .;;.:" 
~',-,~ .. - -

i 

"',"~-'::."'~ .: .. ~., - ,,,. ~"' - '." ,.-
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Diractor - 2 -

He atated that in the eTent it _I definitely decided to preset 
the taota or thia o&ee to the Grand Jury on September 29. l~. he .. ould 
return to Springfield by September 26. 1945 &lld in nn or iobia he requ.at­
ed that three of the four oopies or the report whioh would ordizlariq 1» 
t\lrlliahed to the Depe.rt-nt by the BureAU be retained by thi. orNoe to 
be furnished to hia upon hie return to Springt:'leld. Illino1a. Be WILl in-
1'ormed to take this _tter up with the Bureau. BoweTer. the three oopie. 
of the report preeantly in prepan.tion will be retained here 1'or del1TeZ7 
to ltr. COLEWJi unleu adnled to the oontrary by tbII Bureau. 

For the moat pe.rt the investigation or thia oale hal been oom­
pleted with the exception of a rn minor points ... hioh will be inoluded 
in the report pr .. ently being prep&red for 1:;rAnlllll1ttal to the Bureau on 
or about September ZS. 19~. 

FHllmj 
.w-1B 

Very truly youre. 
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..fOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOfII: 

,. ' .. :- .. '.: .... -~ <~ ..... _. - .-- ' .. ;,,:_. -> ....... -.~ .. '---,-

'J!J)J!ral liurJ!au of InnBtigation 

lInitJ!J) .tabB 1l1'partmJ!nt of JunicJ! 

BlaBl!ington. It C.' 
Septllllber 17. 1943 

MEWORANDUW FO~ MR. D. Il. LADD ffJ 
ReI John L. Lnie lit &l f ( 

Civil Rights and 
Domeetic Violence 

M •. ToIIOB __ _ 

II •. E. A. TalDlll_ 
IIr. CIeU __ _ 
IIr. 01-.1 •. __ _ 
II •. La .. , ___ _ 
M •. Nlello" __ 
II •. Ro ... , __ _ f:::g CoIro, 

. B •• "o ..... ~_ 
•. 1[.&.1. __ _ 

1I •. II.Gulu_ 
M •• Barbo __ _ 

M •. Quill. T&IDIII_ 
T.h. 800m, __ _ 
IIr. N .... __ _ 
MI .. Baallm __ _ 

At this tillle SAC Hallford or the Springfield Office tele.¥i .. Oa .. dy __ _ 
phoned, &tating that pract:l:ally all of the investigation in this 
caee has been conducted with the I!IXception of eome IIIII&ller leads that will 
have to be covered from time to tilDe am that for this reaeon it n01l' appears 
that the 12 Special Agents 1Iho were sent to the Springfield Office from other 
offices to assist in the investigation can be released on the evening of 
September 19, 1943 and that he contemplates instructing them to return to their 
respective offices at that time unless the Bureau has referred additionallllllt­
ters to the Springfield Office requiring additional investigation 1Ihich be has 
not as yet received. 

I advised that no additional specific requests have been received from 
the Department and the Bureau has not directed any further investigative III&t­
ters in the case to his office • 

.lccorcl:iIlg to Hallford, Jlr. Frank Colllllan of the Department is &till in 
Springfield and has from time to time discussed the inveetigation to date with 
him. Mr. Coleman bae _de the etatement that be 18 well sat1ef1ed with tbe in­
vestigation and feels that it has been handled ill an excellent aanner. Collllll/lll 
recently requested that the Springfield Office prepare eCllle charte baaed upon 
certain financial transactions in the cue for possible use before the Federal 
Grand Jury. Jlr. Hallford etated that in connectian 1I1th this request, he c0n­
templates 1n£orming Ifr. Collllll/lll be does not feel this ill an inveetigative pr0-
cedure and that, therefore, the charts ehoul.d be prepared b7 Departmental _ 
ployees and that i.f)[r. Coleman IItill feels that the Bureau IIhould prepare the 
charts that the request to do .0 should be sublllitted to the au in 1Irit1.n&. 

- - , , 1 ":' -{';, ...... 

Co_an also indicated to be contt!lllpl aubll!i.ttiJIg a • 
request to the Attorney General for 1Iho ie 1 acquainted With 
the investigation to be preeent at all thll Grand Jurt heariJ1c. 
In this connection Mr. Hallford intends to advise Mr. Coleman thii.t i.f such an 
arrantement ill desired that this, likewi.ee, should be submitted ill the toni ot-. 

r.n;~:;ru;~ a request to the Bureau in lIashington. R r-
I 

(j' 1" I:: I 
ECfli:DED 11 '-:t ~ f,,) , ~ _: 

ACTION I In view of the lltatements made by Mr. Ballfor,d COIldllrning Che status: 
of the investigation he "'''S advised that it would be ",,;I;UI~~C):q . .J;<~cQEl,I.e'!lse 
the 12 .lgents on September 19th in order that they ~rLl'Iltl 

,~~ ot:tcs." ~ , 1 t ~~ b?c...- f .. 'Jw.Itc1~..t::..vc;..t'~ 
-, 

I 
• -
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JOHN"'EDG.4R HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 

.. :, - . 
·"4·-·':'·'~''''''.'_' .:r:w:.....~; .•••. _~-\,: ....... 

J'rlleraJ lIurrau of Inl1rBfigation 

iiniirp 'iairs ill'pariml'ni of iuriirl' 

.alli1ington, It. c. 
Sept_ber 20, 1943 

MEIIORANDUW FOB MR. D ••• !.ADD 

John Lff> Lewis et al 
Civil Rights and 

ReI 

Damestic Violence 

IIr. T.holl 
IIr. B. A. Tamm_ 
II,. Cle" 
IIr, OIAYIII 

IIi. L." ,----IIr. NI .... h, __ _ 

Mr. Ro ••• 
Mr. Tra., 
Mr. eer.OIl 
Mr. Cofl., __ _ 
IIr. Beadoll, __ _ 
II,. a: ...... r __ _ 

M,. II.Gulr._ 
Mr. Barbo __ _ 
II •. QUillD Talllm_ 
1'.10. 800"' __ _ 

SAC Halllard called from Springfield at 6:15 P)( to adrlee_--; 
the present status of the captioned cue. He infonDed lie that JIr. \iO.Lt!lIl~ 
was supposedly en route to Washington and that Deiore he lert he unr.i!S,j'; 
himself as very well lIatisfied 111 th the develo;ments of the irrv .... tj,l!at1.oi , 

Mr. Hallford stated that tbere are only two or three IIIIIlll points 
1',0 be cleared a.nd thAt '" report of about 700 plIiee 115 being prepared aDd 
Will probably be mailed frQn Springfield on 'lhuraday of this week. llr. 
Coleman requested him to retain three of the tour Departmental copies there 
and to Ju,st lIend in one. Be lIud he would have the one here tor review and 
would pick up the other three when he returns to Sp~t,!e.1d at tbe end or 
the week. I approved th1e procedure. -~ s" .' ; Iool e";t, ["j:: j ,. 

, ' Coleman adVised that be 18 going to lIubpoena all FIlA _ben at 7 ... c_ 
~ -B" ae ot JIs¥ 1937 who are still employed at either Jf:Lne -B- ~:e~.. '-

!A" on the theory th.at aome or them wt-11 undoubt.:erl-ly be favorable to' _, "" ... ~ ,_ 
investigation. Coleman aeked Halltord to prepare a list of such people on 
the ballis ot. the information developed. !'hie was approved since Coleaan 
C&Ill'Iot prepare the list in view of the fact that IW1ir of the names are 10 
the report nOlO being prepared and, of course, Coleman 1Iill not have tille be­
tween the date he receives the report which will be uUed trom Springfield 
Thursday and Saturday when be anticipates returning there. Coleman requellted 
that a copy ot th1e liet be turniabed to the United states Attorney immedi-
ately when it is prepared, ~t Hallford told biIIl he would Dot do 80 ae be had 
not been authorized by the B"llreau to t-w-nish any intonaat1on 1:1 th1= cue to 
the USA. this action on the part of Hallford 1IU approved. / 

'I"\.' 
'l'hill case 111 due to be presented ~~'\'.Jlederal Grand Jury on September 

29, 1943. . ;;y.."-\) _, ('/tj£ :,--T 
'Il'\) ~ V\ Jb jJ {. _':l - /' '-. 

)fr. Coleman alllO advilled llr. Hallford that b~ --id-ahAid ~e .. \1_ to IFe-. 
=-::-:-::-==:11 pare 1I000e charts as exhibitll tor the trial of this caee, bUt J!r. B&llford 
jRf1:IClOIIY; told biIIl that such a request must be taken up with the Bureau here at 

Bey 'I' Washington. He did not imow what type of charta were ~~ 
;;':ll: 1 Hallford - would handle the IUltter 1Iben it is 

~E::I 11v_ 
60 OCT 1 \ '194J 
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, '. FEDERAL BUllEAU OF INVESTIGATl,'; 

.. "'ITED STATES DEPARTIIENT OF JUS'i~~ 

COYVUNICATIONS SECTION. IIPTDlBEIl 2'1, 1943 

act SPa!UIELD 
Transmit the following message to; pBQP!I 

CC-l,O 

JOi-Ili L.C£'o--:'IS, "'l' AL. CRDV. LDUT DlVESTIQ..:tIO'OQICI!BIIIG .n.aISIJlctIOl ~ 
IIRB 1.5 1'0 IIIJlE .. !O nu XIEnII racn~ AID to PAftHII CUll lIllIE !O ~ 

aW.T'D P!m!..{)JIE 1JID mnllEi 1'OB!'f~ OlJttlUlO Wl8IIC1l P!IlCI:IIIG _. 
~ 1 4 • 

OF con SOLD TO IJft'IBB'!'ATE CARRIIRS AJD ~ OImIIDI 01 ftU'I dD 10 1OCf-'R1mmtlllT1lrr£ 

PEliCEWUGE OF SUPPLI~ PmCft.Srn OUfSIDI sun or II1lWllS fOIl t&t.RS WSIOKI.TED 

ABOVE. 

IIr. Tollon __ _ 
ilL E. A. Ta __ 

IIr, CIoU __ _ 
IIr. Glnin __ _ 
Mr. La44 ___ _ 

IIr. Nicholo_ 
IIr, a ... n __ ,--. 

Mr. Trac,. COPI!::;: DLSTROYED 

:;: ~:;;:; R ':'~A~_~O ,~91~;:":._"'" 
IIr. Ben4on___ - . 

Mr. Kumer fri ' r~[f"-~'T Ot.mTIUt 
. t~,:\·.·:; IIr MeGuire__ ,···.,·lrTIG~, SECTIOt 

Yr. Quinn Tamm_ crr' ~19~'1')'~ Yr. Neale 1 : .• 
Mi .. Gond}' ,M. [~ .J. 
_ .~~" " J 

SENT VIA .~. ' 

""""111-~ 'I S"'. J - _ ..... ..-.... 
. • I-

. .' 

: 'Sf.? 281943 

-

r'er 6 .1~ 
r --i,,-'-'-~---



.. - "'" 'BDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTI ;; 
" .. ITED STATES DEPARTIiENT OF JUsn~ 

To: COtoMlNICATIONS SECTION. 

Tr&ns~i, the following message to: ale, 
8PRIli ClP'IELD I?WDlE 

,!-~ ~I I 0 ' . 
.;yi) , ~lDI L. L!I'IS, If n. ClIDV. UIJICI'IJ.III'T5Je!l ftIIIfI ... ViIIfH Wf. 

Stew. JUnISDIC'rIOIIlL DlfA AS 'r0 IIID A ~!HI GIl D&I ..a>alllot 

PIU08. '1'0 SUBJm &ISHJrr', GUNIr«l POSII5SIOl or IIDI' Dr SlP'tDBiIi 

, . 

: 

" , 

Mr. T.llo. __ _ 
Mr. E. A. To __ 

"' 

.. .• -

• '. 

CC-160 

f 
(: 

Mr. CIoU __ _ 
IIr.OI ... I,, __ _ 
IIr. L&44 ___ _ 

IIr. HI.looh __ ?fi, ,i:' ~"'V11'Il 
corms LI~::f,rsw.!", .tt:> 

t ~CCF.;)::::J 

i~. ~ \~.'" ~'f~~ / 3 C 
IIr .• 0 .. " __ _ 

¥r. Tro,, __ _ 
II •. COUOD __ _ 

Ilr. Cofl,, __ _ 
11 •. Houdo,, __ _ 
IIf. Kramer __ _ 

'Mr. McGuire __ 

IIr. QuiuD Tamm_ 

.. ~ Heeft P, 0 C-T 
Mill G.~y' __ _ 

R 42 4 JAfUO lSg, . . 
, .,I" ' 

. '" 
fH~n tl:FEI'! ~F t'(nmtmll 

M,~. pm~T!'f~~T 'f ,,"~n~f 
1~~~1--: -';;~" rnf,"~ ~:~~TL'~ 

~i~~ 
SENT VIA ______ ----

.-~: - ,- , 

'" .' I I " I') 
"-I\1t 

-'SE.r' 8C' 19~~ . 

f'er_q.l-·.::::...·~:....·· __ _ 
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c .... '0 ".'; 
. . .. , . 

~.,~'l$ 
~t-::'-:' . '- -

• 

. ,", .. ",' 

A -.-
.-tUM •• 1 $ Ina_ ·S ......... -. ~ • ..a .. .. 
• .... ..... ... ...... 'A ...t.. .. ,_. • .. _ ~ ..... - ... __ w.. .w __ _ _ __j ___ _ 

U. 1111 .. _. ' • 8dA t 
,., '-u. ~ u... Ia. 'UI18. 
11M ftaW ... , ia ..... ~ w.. "wI IP'''' 
Ut1.I, a. "PlI" _um-" U. ., _ I .. az" .. ~ 
U-.!a ""'- -'Mr., I"., U. ~., n U, , ....... _ .. 
......... ___ .. ..u..u.. sf 1 ••• 'l"1p' • 

AI I .I'b-. _ .1I1 • ..,.'......u.u.. wlll.-. __ 
.reted ill ua... _ ..ul __ U-.. $' ~ ,.--:un.. j t.n.H' - ... 
1'HII1Wd. • 111 •• \e Ri1, I ebe" _ p~d .. IJIaw u.a ...... 
,. 4"ll' WtJ.&w -S ,..t .. tIIJa ~ .. ,14 ,. .. ..an. 

JiaDorab1.e IDward Dolle 
IBlWWttoa-.I.t.torMT 
8pr1nctld4. IlllDo1. 

II, 'M1Yn 
-- _w 

, 
\ 
1 

-",~,,,, ," \ v. ' 



r .~. .. 
9/29/43 

Tolen 

.~~~ 
correy_ 
Glav1n 
LAdO -
lHct.61! 
Rosen 
TraCY--Acers-== cars~f.'"' 
Harbo -­
Hemio;"'-', -­
~.!o!"~ 
Starke -­
:tulm.~ Neas@=== Ga:ldy 

Date. 

10 • 

....... 
... .. ,..r:-.~, 

1./ 

", 

,. , ' 

• 

~ . .", . .. .: .. 
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~ - _ I _...... .• 

.JOHNo~OGA" HOOVER 
DIftE.CTQft 

. :C.U7J(!" tJ r, I!!~ 

I 

Ill' . 010,, __ _ 

001107 __ 

~!~ 
J~brral aunau of lnoHtigation Mr. 

Mr. 

.a'llington, II ••• 

Septnber -n, 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR IRs uz 
Q 

IE I oJOHll 1.. IZIfIS, BT 
cwn RIDRl'S 1!ID ]X) Ie 'flDIPCB 

Ill' , 
Mr. !lIe 
Mr. &0. 
Mr. Tra07 __ _ 

Mr. 
Mr, 
i(r, 

Aeero __ _ 

Ca"oD __ 
Harbo __ _ 

Mr, BeD4oD __ 
Mr, M_Io.4 __ 
i(r, Btarke __ _ 
Mr, Quiu Ta"",,_ 
Tele, 800121 __ 
i(r, 

JIr. I'rank C. ColAlalan, all ot 
Department, aad lIr. Boward Do7le, Dl1t.d St.atea Att0ll"lle7, Iprillgt1elcl, UJUJlIDJ,II, 
tor the purpoae of diacuadng CC'tain upect.s 1n the abo.,. _tiUed oue. 

iii'"c;i;~~:=l;;~~iiin~~=rn a ~ f.e.UfT t.o phu .. ot &C001IDt-
1Dg work would requ1n _1.derabl,e _... It _ tart.ber po1Dted VIlt. t.bat 

~r.~O~O~~~~~~~~ii~~~~~iI~iI~~~~iI~I~~d~~wo~r::k.ra, ~ f 

#-~)- /']1 

£" 
COPIES DESTROYED 

R":2 4 JAN 101962 
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. 117 ~be Bureau, it. =!:~ i;hat Bureau would 1IDd~ 
ba .. to coD:!uct .,81lar 1nftst1pt1oru to _t.n.at a OOllPat.. ob&1JI ot n1.deDce. 

~g th8 conterence, b:m oontacWd 1Ir • 
.. 11)- Bgpkins, atw tor the 0 at ... ~-R:.. C., .. 1t.h re-
p to the aTa 7 ot tile reoor~ ot t;bat orJ8Zl1ation to !pnt.. qt 1ih1. 
Bureau. Ilr. IiIpld.na Wo:.ed Ilr .. 8obn1nhaut tbat it be ooald be 1atomed as 
to Jut wbat "cOrda tbII Bareau 1I1ab8d. to look Oftl', be debt be able W glft 
a d1iit1n1tw =n.-=r &.I to =ether perm,nOll would be ?!D OJ" ~e 
baut 



'. : :~; ..... , . '., ..... ; 

-,-
lIr. Schwe1nhaut t.old lIr. BopId.D8 that 1Ir. Clark 'All Dot. &01.D., t.o 1.t ~ 
TreUUZ7 Dllpllrlllent tall b1a wt.t.bR or not. ..... had a cue ad the ~ 
DepartmeDt lfOIlld decide whether or DOt. 11; bad. • cu. tor ttaelt t.bro1IIh .. 

• \ l"B1 SAveatlptiOD. lIr. Jll>pld.D8 aDd lIr. IIIuIc advi •• d that th,eywoul4 be _ 
I able t.o p.ve a ckf1Dite ~lWIIr t.o Mr. Sem.1nhaut. OD \lIIiI Pri!bi: .. ~ch U 
I \ Jorm 1.:-J,iWia __ gut, or li.uIm iiDd wvuld aut rit-linI mtll Tiiuridy; liuit&iW, 
, ~1Dd1catad t.h&'t tbili' opiDlon iOUId be tJii\ peribdOD wOiild DOtrbe c1wn 

tor aD eyamiNUon ot 'the boob au:! noorda lIT 'Wa. JBI. . 

~ t.h111 oontennce,. '&'p_Dt _ ot ~.e. t.oolt JIO--!"'rt. tn 
the nqueat tor a woltmt.ar7 CODllent 'to ~ reoorda ot the 1JIW but. 
ODl7uiiitea .... Jh·7"'!Chiiiiiibav.t In .pec1l'10ill;r idiidill U t.o t.he .cope ot 
the llr, .. ticat.1011 ot t.he mnr recorda deeind. 

l f 
lIr. Bcbnlnhaut adYaed attar thill ooDterac& that \he BlIr!au .~ 

I w1~~ld tb.~ bi"m1DI...Qf-All7 accmmt1DI 1n •• Upt1_0Il 1p Y.l~ ~!. tbI_~ 
atZ"Ollg J)O .. 1b1l1ty~ t.be til(!!' 'All not. 191Dg to allow a w11llltaxT .xaw1nation 

1 
'lor t;b8 reOordis aDd -~ted that. t.he BUreau lIOuid be idiiiicrh-,;QI-D-.r-rftllre 

. whether or DOt. w. pbue or tha u ... aUptlOD uoul.d be 1mdertaklD. 1Ir. 
Schwe1nhaut obMrved tbat 111 the .vent the tIJIIr did DOt ve pera1aa1on to 

I :::ne~a .~~~':'~t tbii ill II '''' II! I 
-\ha{td~~~~he .. recorda SA 
Wub1ngtOD subpoenaed betore Federal Fend .11117 at .... 'ngton, D. C., 
where they would be 1.I!po1lllded by t.he court III1d Milt to Springfield, D.lJ.Do1a, 
tor a.ami.natlOIl. .. . .. . 

r 



Jl)DONble JIDard 1»)"18 
ttl1 toed S1,at.1 A\~ 
J.pr1n&f1eld, ~ 

ICY d .. r JIr. IlDTla I -

!heN ... moloH4 tor J'OIIl' i.DtorMtJ.OIl • 0Ip7 .f • __ 
nndla t.bat 1 _ ... ~d to \be u,\0nw7 QinIU'al aollOa'ld.D& 
\be oocterenoe 1Ib1ab JOIl .\t.arySecS la tobe ott1Oft of 1Ir. IIIm7 
Scbwe1nbaut of toile en_1 Ml D1 n.Ull of • IlItpaMact or _\1Oft 
at. 10.00 •••• , aevt-- 'Z1, 1943. 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

M~tLEO 7 
SEP SO t943 RIA. 

lSDoerell' pan, 

II~ lWgy~ 
• 

.' . ;. ',.: ,~, ",~:" ~ , 

- ,-
:., 

." .' • I 

, .. ; -,,' 

r~ ::. ... 
- -
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~. , . . 

• :~: 
Mr. - ." 
JIr. ._-_ • 

• 1'. ao.-a._._ 
JIr. T.-.. _ .... _ .. .... "-" ... _ ... _. 

FBI SPF.I~:O:;FlELD 9-27-43 AW 2-15 PM CWT MFG 

URGENT 
~ 

ZEBU. JOHN L. 'LHJIS, ET AL, CRDV. REURTEL THIS PM. NOTE JURISDICTIONAL 

DP.Tt, AS TO MINE A FOR YEAR NINETEEN FORTYTWO IS IN POSSESSION OF SUBJECT 
. . 

ELSHOFF INASt1UCH AS H;:: HAS OPERATED MINE A SINCE SEPT~EMBER, NWETEEN 

FORTYONE. INVIE1rJ OF THIS CIRCUMSTANCE, ADVISE WHETHER DATA FOR 

At1Y YEAR PRIOR TO ELSHOFFS OPERATION OF MINE A WILL SUFFICE. ft/ q (-' / I 

HALLFORD ~ ¥~~ *'r- I'f:' 
END ./ au SEP ¥Jttlliti 

ACK PLS ~ • .t •• ~. J. J..,£;I~~ 
3-16 PM OK FBI WASH GM~ /'~;i~/f'/rJ 

'C" • 

. . 
. . -~ " ... 
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Date I . ' 

tDl ..... llrtMt. At.\O~ a.wral lOa O. c:l.Ia'k 

l'rozl J. JIdcar "'ftr -lI1reotor, 1wNt'a1 ~ of JlnuU,aUon 

Jub.1.ct I .ImN L. 1.IIrI8, If AL <, • 
CIVIL HIaH:S 1JC ~IC 'lOllJD 

1Ir. Prank C. 001_ ot JOur DlY1.8iac !au ...-nUT ~ a nprtIleu\atlw 
.t \hill ~au t.ba\ in "CIIII"1ni \hi da\a to abIIW \.he ,.nld1aUon or \be -'Uwal 
loabcr Relation' B<>ard OYC' \hi a1~Uon in \h1.a _t.w"l\b "fU"d \0 111M , .ad 
\be ?alltbDr Creek 1IiDM, 1pr1Aat1I14, D"MU. till lD-.t1pUoQ wuld "- 11a1Wd 
\0 l.cu.r1n£ \be da'-A bear1ne on ,1urUdleUon ot Jr1aI , tbr tM ,.ar' , S1ate~ 
prior to S.p~r, 1941, 1Iben wbjecrt. ~t \ook .,.. ~ MinI. 1Ir. Calnan 
alae 1Adicll.t.ea tlat. 1\ WIJUld CIIIl7 til .. oe"U7 til'...,.. \be datA taeuiA& GO \lie 
~~d1cUon or t.he laUoD&1 LIboI' IelaUoQlt IDWd .. \0 W. ?..nMr ere ..... 
tor the ;reara 1t4l Ih4 1942. 

tn '11" .r ... Co1~fl' 0\1, ~ 8m .... '. lJrIHUpUoll1l1U tie 
l.1II1t.ed acoord1nc~ unlAu actr1 .. d to tba OCIIW&17 tv JCI'Il. 

.., '"" , . ';; 1:; 
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~{l, Hd Ii;, , 
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Dau. 

10' 

!'ben lire WMnI.\ted .... wI: 
eop1H et \be Ni DI \ at Ipac:1al A,.n 
Iept...tIU' as, 1943, M ~ D. 
_t.wzo • 
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.lJ)HN EDGAR HOOVER 

"'~ 

• '·u ; •• 

( '. 

.. 

'l'bl'ral .url'aU of InUl'lItigatbm 

.nibb ~atl'll Bl'partmmt of JIUff,,!' 

• allington, D. C. 
September')O, 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR JIIl.~ 
lEI JOHIf L.~, 1T.lL . 

CroL lUomS ~ OOIlES'rIC JIOTpcE 

"';".,-. .' ' .. . ...... , .: . -

Mr. TolaoD, __ _ 
lb ....... TallDm_ 
lb. 01.11 __ _ 
Mr. OoU., __ 
Mr. Ol"'D __ 
Mr. La .. , __ _ 

Mr • Nla •• l,_ 
Mr. aq ••• 
lb. Tr •• , 
Mr. ... eera 
Mr. 0 ..... 
Mr. Sarbo __ _ 
Mr. B ... 40a, __ 
Mr. M_Ior4_ 
Mr. 8~ .. k. __ _ 

Mr. Qui .. Tamm_ 
Tele. Room __ 
lb. Ne .. o __ _ 

leterence 18 u.de t.o ~be Bureau' • .-oraudlDl t.o 1ibe Mi .. Beabm __ 
Cr1JI1na1 Dh1don of ~ Deparlaent dated. S41pt.ber 29, 1943, MI .. G ... 4y __ _ 
toran_totoing a chart entitled -Chronological Sequnce of 
S1gnificant EYent.," 1Ib1ch .... prepared ooncerD1ng ~ abo,. 
ent1tled cue at t.he reCluest of tbe Depar1;aent in or<ler t.bI.t 1\ JI1gtrt. 
be used tor vaPhic illutraUOIl before t.he I"Dd .1lIl7 .ad t.ba aub .... 
quent ~ jurT in ~b1. cu •• 

A. duplicate oow ot ~h1a chart. which 18 appra:daw17 
3O"x40" in Ihe. 'All ccnatructed for t.he Office. III 
'fin of the fact. that \1:11. chart could DR 
.adly be uUed. it .... given t.o who left 
for i1i115 riD eld Otfice at 5130 • 
I.gen .... igned t.o t.b1a cu. in Ott1ce 
and ureau t.o attend. conference 111 t.ba Dapar'tdnt 
in thill _twr. 

'l'h1. i • .w.itt.ed tor record purpo .... 

leapacttul.l7, . 

~: '1. W.u.J,) 
F. L •• 1ch 

BECORDED 

2S OCT 7 
.- - . -'.~' ,;, ... -~":·"":~;-·~7"':~,~·'r.:"~·,\:;?~··-t --~~ '~ .. : .. <." ..••.. ' . ' .. -

.' 
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-lir . To 100 .. 

.JOHN EDGAR HOOVi:R 
DO-=-

... '~:~ 
\j 

1Ir . ... S. A. 
Ta __ 

CIa" 

" ,._, 

I 
\. l'a1 .urJrau of homt--

til ~at" aqJartmnrt of Jldtin 

•• al?ington. B. C. 

1Ir. 
1Ir. 
IIr. ... 
1Ir . 
~-•.. 
1Ir. 
II •. 
IIr. 
IIr-
1Ir. 
II •• 
1Ir. 

CoUa,. 

01."" 
La" 
Iflallola_ 
1Lo ... . _--..... , 
Ao.~. 

Cauo. 
Barn 
B~ .. 40. 
lIamford_ 
Stark. 
Q"I ... Ta __ 

T.le. Room 
1Ir. If •••• 

At the abOve t1M 1Ir. Frank Co~ 
Dh1a1on ot t;he DrpartalDt actr1 •• d 8upen1.or 
$hat Mr. T<a Clark, h.ad ot til. er'_1na] m'n.JI111 
....t: __ ..I ... _ ..... _ ""'- u- __ ,,_ u.. ..... 'Ir4__ ..... ___ ... _ ...... ,..,..(' ..... u .. _ 
...... wu ~J V3 ~-••• ~ ..., ... .......w.~ _V"""''''.J .. "'.. ___ ~_ .. _u-

Ill .. Beahm __ _ 
Ill .. Oa .. 41 __ _ 

Worker., Wuh1ngt.on, D. C., that Joba L. Lnia aDd tile 1JIIIr would 
det1.n1tel,y DOt ,lYe YOluntaq conaent tor tile PBI to ...... 1 ... booIaI 
and recorda ot that orpn1saUGI1. ~.i... 7 ~ "Lu ().. j.. 

::0 that t=7 CQM...ld be ...-4-ed b7 J!I accountants. 
latter c1rClm8tanoe, Mr. Co1~ adYi •• d t.hat. there 1IU a de!1n1te 
queet10n .. to _ether or DOt t.he mnr orpn1 .. tlOD, 1Jh1cb .... an .. ao­
c1at1on rath.r tban • CIOrpOraUOIl, had to COIIpl,y wit.h an ordm" to prodllce 
1ta recorda before t.he p-and tGr7. 1Ir. Co1_ hrtber at.at.ed, bow .... r, 
that t.he Depart.ent def1D1t.al,y 11&8 coins to CO &bead with the cue, 
pre.ent1ng It. to • grand 311Z7 tor ult.1lIIate pro •• cmtlonJ bow8Ya1', at 
the present u.. tbry are clecld1ng ,11IIt. bow and wben to proceed. 

He stated that the Bu.,PIA-&u lfIOuld be edrleed u to hrtber 
act.lon to be taken with regard to the accolZlt1Dg In .... tlgatiOll. 1n 
thi. ut.tar. 
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~ma. 
IUQ" of ELSHO",8 _taet.a 111 Wuh1Dst.oo. D. C. or elItIIIboIN. CId tbat. M 
4_ a~ mow lUI 1DdiYi4u&l DaMd BAY ~. 

(D Slpt4rllber 14. 1943. the fDUOIIiDg dened 8tatnent, coo811t1zlc of 
tJJr.e pages, 1IU Clbtain«l b7 t.he writer !rca <BaR S. SMITH, D1l"ector of 
l1tld Din.l00. JaUooal Labar aelatl.oo. Board. ..... hiDctoo, D. C •• 1ItIo 
wu t~l.7 l1tlci Ipw1 M r, 13th .. gioo, Chicaco, p l1aoill 

"Q. 1Il". an th, did. carl Ilahot! oOQ\act JOG GIl IIr aboat _ 12, 1937 tor 
lUI op1n1oo .. t.o 1Ibether or Dot the 41_ ... 1 or ar the n1\lAl t.o 411111_ 
12 mnera upeu.c1 frca the Proenlthe MLDe Warkln of ..nee GIl 
_ U, 1937, .. an1Ultair labor pracU .. , 

-.A. ... I 41d Dot co_ to the Qllcalo offt.. of tbe Bcar4 .ut thorUT 
att.l" the a1ddle of Stptubtr 1927. It aD;f oontact ... M4e lIUh • NJIN­
.nt&\tft of tbe BOU'Cl -iDe _ 1937, nob eoatact pl'Obabl1l1Oilld 

~ . .- - ,,- ".'. ~ \'~ ,-" .. ",.' .. ~ 
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Jaaft been with t.CDaJ'Cl C. Baj D1Nctclr, .. lobD ol. Bertha, • 
J1eld Bzall1ner. 111 Cl..nac, 
Il.l.1.Doil, aDd sa ~an 
Chicago. Bertha:a. t.be ~ 
St.Ul aDd !roD COIIIP'''J'' 111 sterl.1Dg, Dl10019. III oar17 1941, I nIe1ftCl a 
1ett.er .rr_ b1a adridDg tbat he was thlD llT1.Dc 1D Peoria aDd 1IDUP~ 
I baft heard DOth1DI ___ fr_ or abollt b1a II1not t.beD. 

aQ. D14 RaT JdwnlJdIOll, .alwr J. " ... , CIIl' U7 other ottlc1&1 ot ~ t7D1 ted 
mM lI'orkera or AMrica _r .hOlt JOIl a peUtioa CIIl' a CJ'OIIP of appllcaUOla 
carda or ~h"" carda 1I'h1oh -ud parport to prOft tlIat the Utd.hd Jll..111 
.arleen of '-rlca Ud a -.1or1t,. .f the II1.DIrII sip 1IP 111 JII.DI B priClll' to 
tbat UniOil' •• iping a -C0iltrac\ with EUhott CIIl Aagut lS, 1937, .. atter 
that aDd prlClll' to the Jat1Cl11&l. LabcIr JlelaUCIIlI Board el.eot.1C11l CIIl Dece.ber lS, 19371 

eA. 10. I do, hClll'enr, rae&ll .~UIc about the ell1atlllCe ot nch a 
petSi-iCill ar atbor1utiCIID. If thi. wae, h ...... , pralentec1 to the Board ncb 
presaatatiOD probabl¥ was _de aither to BaJork or BeM.ba, MIlUooad a~e, 
or pos.1bl¥ to laclt G. EnM, at t.bat u.s an attomq 111 the <hlcago .fno. 
and at pre.ent llegiCllll1 J.ttClll'Dll,. t .. the Board. 111 ita st. Loa1a otfice. 
Eve.Da prepared. the Bclard.'1 aric1naJ. 0CIIIPla1n1o cue for 1.1'1&1 aDd uliated 
Bajork 111 the .ett1 ... ot of that cue. 

IIQ. aft 1"OIl I"J" int_UClII 1IIl1c:b wwl.d 1Ddioata that IlIhott aDd 
Idmnd.on were work1ng together 111 connection with thil atter or I"J" 
occu1001dleD 1W ~ baft baen coat.actecl b7 beth or th •• e 1Ddirldu.alaf 

eA. At no t1ae .... I enr oontacted by IlIhotr aDd JdrndlOD at the _ 
tae. I .... 011 yariou OCcaeiOlll, .ubeequent to the electiClll 111 J)ectllblr 
1937, cootacted. b7 J oM Jlanoher aDd other represents t1 fte of the Progralai ft JI1ner.. Theae.en MCU yar10u accuaatioaa of collulon bltlrMll »'·""'.011 
and RUbott. I laft DO specific lIItorlllltioD .. to their 1I'crld..Da tccetber, 
bareftr, except tbat I do recall that CIIl CIIle CIII' .... oocaal00a when ElIhott 
happened to be 1D Chicago, aDd either CUI 1l1to 111 office ClJ' called _ CIIl 
t.he phme, he 1Dd1catad that he could be reached 1dlile 1ll Qlicaco at 
»*rIMIOIl'. 1'_ 111 the -.,rna- BDtel. 

IIQ. Ban JOG I"J" 1Dfo~UOll OODCerning the lational Labor ftelatlCllla Board 
elect10G of Dece.oar lS, 1937, .ra-wr .... u1eh til. l:iii1ti4 Jlla. IW-kan e1 j1;;;;d 
a traw! 111 COMectiOO with the eleot.1Cl1l' 

eA. I 11&8 preaeDt at the polliag place t.hrougbOllt the entire period ot t.h1I 
election. Field ixaminer JobD J. Bertha w.s' 1iate~ in charge of tbI 
election and lUde the pre1ill1.nary arrang_at.. I happened to be 111 
Springfield at the .... t1me OIl other Board btt.iness and at Regicnal 
Directar Baj ClJ'k , • request I 'ftIIt. Oftr to the electica to aelltet Bertha. 

-8-

.'.'. 



'-". 

, ( 

!be elect101l ... beld in the #.zWJr7. 1I1crt.:q before til. pRla epeoed • 
repreeentatiY. of the Ullit.ed Jfi.oe Wark •• _ in aDd bended Berlba • 
!nUr or DOU~, 1D41cating bt the l1niWcl ~ Dot laTe ob681 .era 
present at the polle. !'he actual ballotlAc"" ,ldte ...... atM. 
I Nt at the checkere table nth the obeenere aDd obeclaM \he el1aib1Uv 
of wt.ere. Bertha act. a short. tellt to each 'Z'OQ}) of wt.ere, illpr'ess1llc 
UPOll t~ the secreq at the ballot, kndld a ballot w .. ch ~ ... rter 
hi. eUg1bWtr had been checked aDd kept t.be ballot box \UIder b1e pereoaal 
CIb.ernt1on. About the ool7 thing wt of t.he ord1nar7 that I recall .. _ 
1Dc1~t involving the brlng1ng in of. crippled ~, who ... unable to 
wall. by a couple or other IliDen. In.~ wq ar l!1ot.her be ... proppecl 
up 10 a bootb and actuall7 perm tWcl to YOte. I 40 Dot reOlll. \he cleta1la 
of jDllt hOll' the .. creq ot hill ballot 11118 preaerYld. Also CIIl ODe or \1ro 
occaa1oDII during the balloting, repreaentaUna of the ]>rogresdfte _ to 
Bertha with .-U 4od.gere that nn being pas.eel wt OI1ta1411 the jrarIq. 
Altho (alB) the.e dod(ere bore the printed e1iD&ture. of t.be Pro&J'h81 ... 1Itnere, 
The Progress1ve OD1oa repreaeotat1ve landina tbaa to Bert.ba 1De1sWcl that the 
]>rograni .. had Dot prlntecl t.hea and were Dot 4istr1b1ltiDi them, ctarctac 
that th1a ,.. .. beiDC clone 117 t.he tlDitld Jti.ne W,*,Itere. 

-Q. Do you Im~ whether ar not aD7 illftllt1ptiOll .. s _de 117 the Natimal 
Labor Relatioea Board of the allegatIOC1 of mud 10 the electlO11 aDd lIbat .. 
it ID¥, ... the ooDc11481011 of the 1nvesUptiOC1' 

-A. Yea, an iJ1vNtlptiOll wall 1Iecle. .After the conclusiOC1 of the ballot1nC 
the United Ja.ne Warken tiled nth the x.ctmal Director at C2I1caco, . 
Objectl00a t.o th. cODduct of t.be ballot. !beee Obj.ctiODa were 1Dveati-
gaWcl 117 JIr. Bert.ba. I belle ... t.hat. Beg1mal Dtrectar BajGl'lt CCIIIducte4 
a part of the iDYaat1 .. t1eo per ..... J:q. A le&1C1D&l D1Hetor's Report. CIIl 
Obj.ctiOC1I1 _II preparecl by Bajort and nrvec! upOII the part.1... 1'h1a 
"port .-r1aed. t.b. r .. ulte of the inftetipt10n and to,et.her with t;be 
object.1_ ~ • part of the fonal. ncord. 10 t.he National Labor 
RelatIons Board. ca .. ialOll'D .. III the )(at;ter ot II!tM J! coaileaapeny aDd 
Proge.lJive 1Il.oer. ot ,perlea, Local Ifo. 54. cu. )10. j-3~ reportecl at 
4 If. L. R. B. 316. thereafter, OIl l&DUZ'f 3, 1938, t;be JaUCW!Al I..ab«' lelatt0D8 
Board.. after cooa1der.1o& tile obj.ct1oa.t aDd the 1DYaat1gaUoa reported bT 
Bajort, 1a.ued. i te Cartit1cat.1oll ot Reprea.lltat.1fte in t.1I1. cue I.DIl 
.c1f1.,.uT tOUDd that DothiDg 10 th. coJllluct ot the el.ectiOCl prejud1ceel 
the tal1tecl aDd that ~e reaulte of thI baUot,inC fa1J':q repreeeotecl ~ 
d.eatree of t.he uplOJ"" I 40 IIOt. at W. u.- recall t.he .pec1t1c 
allepUou _d.e bT tbe UII1ted. 10 1ts objectlC1D11 ellC4lpt. that I 40 reMIIbR 
_ ot tbn XII (ass) refen'ed. to the tact tbat the eal.ooaa 1D Spr1.oat1el4 
naa1ned opeu tbroqhout. t.he period or balloting. It..&11 cla1lled. that. • 
State law u1ated. proh1b1ting the Al. of 1otoxicants OIl .1.ct1cll 4qI aDd 
that, therefore, the eal.ooaa sboulci have been clOlled "hU. the Boarcl' • 
• laction ".. beiDs cOClduct.4. 'I'be ori&iDal copiea of tbe wj.cti_ aud of the 
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JlIIgiOD&l. D1.r.et. ... '. ieport CIII Objeotion • .zoe too be tftlld 1a \he forw.1 
tU ... ot tbe Jlatioaal Labor Relations Board in W .. h1nlf.an .. and pmrlne 
I1cned cop1 .. at both at \he .. ci~ • ..:r be t0ua4 iD the fanal f1.lee 
1D th. Odcaco a.g1ooal ottice ot the B0ar4. III ad.d1tim. the iDtor.l 
til .. in the ~caio ettio. ahOQJ.d oCllltaiD the detailed awrial olM'necS 
b.1 Bertha aDd Baja in their inftst.ipt.iOll, wpther 1I1th IID7 afficiant.., 
1I8IIOl"&Ilcia, u:hibit..~ ~ ••• eOlL1'eCl b7 t.b_. I thiS t.bat. rane, 1Ibo at. tbat. 
tiM 1I'AII .tt0rtU17 for the Prop-u.1 ... Miners of .Per1ca. wu of __ nb­
atant1al mue t.o Bertha 1n bb 1ar .. t.1«.tion ot th ... obj.et.1ou ... 
_ource of intoratlon 1D carm.etion 1I1t.b _OM at the '1Mue. ra1ncl. 

eQ. Haft 7011. &'l1!f other intoratlon releti.,. t.o BaT "' .... nd.m. 'falter J • .r_. 
carl Elahott. wner of 111.08 B, ... &rl7 other ofticia18 of t.h. 'OlUted JI1m 
1'orkers that -7 be of aas~w.nce 1n thU .... , 

eA. I 40 not th1nIt of &rl7 at. the ~t.. 

eQ. Mr. 9rlth. ret.Ul'IIiAg to Quest.iOll lfo. 2, did 7011 .... 1' e" a crcup of 
applicatiQl carda ... Mabership carda whicb 1I'ould parport t.o proy. tbat. the 
United Mine Work ere of Aller10a bad a _jorit7 of the -.1nIrr. aigned up in 
)f1oe B prior t.o thet Unico' •• 1ifUng a contract. with Kr'. ElIboff GIl Au.cuet 
18, 19371 

eA. I IJI a l1ttle lIDCC'taia .. t.o jut 1Ibat I baft _ in th1e cOIIDoet.im. 
When I first. _ to the Chicago oftice in Septe_r 1937 I cI1ci __ a 
portion of t.he 00_ 1D .... ti .. t1m f ... the Board 111 'the cue then pend1n,. 
At the Ua I did tIrl.. I 1fC1t. tbroll(h the 0010\." t1le and di8C1I8Hd tile 
oae. with Bajark. ., best; recoUeet.ion 1_ that at. that u. I did _ 
oUb.r ._ alltboriatim CI&rde or a paUt;1.GIl, I belie.,. the let.wr. bat 
I .. unCC'taiD •• to 1Ihetber w.. petlUon wu _ clea1coat1nc allberah1p 
1D the United lti.ne 1'orkera ... nether it. _5 me tor the Procreul ... JIl.M 
1'erker.. I clo Dot at the _ot. recall Cl7th1DC epecific as to the day 
of tbe petiUm. I lr\lC&eat that JIt'. Bajorit or JIt'. Bertha 1fOIllcl be in a 
_cb bett.er position t.o npp11' det1Zllta inforaUem em thi. po1ut. t.baD I ... 

IIQ. a.,.,. 7011 &'l1!f .&iitiCD&l. intcr-.t1on cmOC'n1.Dc the PreeNe81fts that 
II1gbt be of anietance in thill caM' 
eA. 140 not t.b1nk of ~ e~pt the .ntioa I ba.,. alrea4;y Md8 of 
1'aI», the at.tomey tor the Pro,re .. h .. , .. ba'Y1Dc Mea ot 80M a •• 1atuca 
to the Board 111 ita 1n ... ,Ulatlem. ltlU\7 alao be .-ut pe~ \bat 
Joba allCtwr, at that u. '110. prea1deDt. of the Procre •• 1 ... , and the _ 
who represented the direc1;11' 1D the Board'. cues, ... 0_ of the 20 __ 
_ n eeatenced 111 the Spr1D&field cues proeeouted tIT the DepartaDt of "utlce 
ap1nattbe Pro,re .. 1ft JI1nera at. about the ••• ti_ aa the oolle (008) related 
to herein. In tact 1t 11 .., recollection that eOM of the other Prop-eulftll 
at X1lM B were aleo 1lJYolnd :lD thi ..... _tter and ware either aet.aallT 10 
ja.1l ... 0Ilt. CIII bond at the tiM of the December eleet.1ll1l beld b.1 the Board. 
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IIQ. ~. _it.h; I Mll • .,. TOI1 It.at.ed t.hat all report.. ~ \he 
imeet1gatiOil ude b7 \he JlaUatal. Labor bUti_ Board CIC t.be anepu_ 
ot tread 1D t,b.e elect.1m, and the 4ecuiou and CII'4... of the "tiClll&l 
Labor RelaU_ Board, Yo!. 4 troll JIOYeIIber 1 w hbnla:r7 1, 19)8, an 1D 
t.ha bgioaal oft1ce ot tile BON"d at Chicaco. I. tbat OCII'HGtt 

eA. Bown 'Y01UMa otttae Board" dIec1.i_ are to be tGllUld both 1.11 the 
"luh1ngtm oftice aDd ill the aegioaal ottiee at CbJ.oaao. UIIn:l.e copi .. 
or all tors]. paper. aDd the taral. traDecnpt. ill tbe ca .. 1IPOIl *1ch tile 
bearing was held are to be found bOth in Cbi,*,o aild. 111 ... ~ •. 1"" ... 
intonal. tile Which ellDtaina t.be cant1dAmtial .terial. eorroapooda_ 
aDd lliacell&neoua ollh1blte that tor __ zoeaaoo or other an Dot .u a 
part of t.b.e foraal record are CII'd1lII.r1q aYailable CICl7 in the lleg10aal oftice • 
.At tho :c=nt. !lor.ver, all ot th1e _ter1el 1J! J'Yp8ct to Ill". B i8 !.n 
the Board." .... b1nct0ll ottice rather thaD adcaco. &loh _ter1&l ... 
• ent to the .. aahiDgtoo office 117 the bgiOil at ., request alter a eODt_e 
lI1t.b a 1Ir. cole.an. AUomey tor the Departaellt or Justice. *0 wa:atecl to 
IJlIm1ne th .. m .. bere ill "laa~oo. 

(Signod) OSCAR S. S1a'1'H 
D:1rect.Gl' .t P1eld D1 n.iGa 

The or1g1nal ot the abon etat .. ut u attached to iDitaut report_ t.o 
the SpriD&tield Di'rUioD ottice, and the .1gned COJI7 'tbereot U attac:bed 
1;9 Bm'!!A!l Hpgt "'; aIIIi I!lother I1gnod cCIpT 11 in iDltaut cue tile 1D the 
"lash1ngtOll Field Olt1oe. 

to tHE pgy 

-u-

\ ••.. -.'J ..... ~,> . :~<--" ~:' ' 
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1 _ignec1 COf11 ot StatuAt of 0ISCAll S. SIII'l'B, dat.d. 
SepteJlber 14, 19/03, cooaut1llc of three pace-. 

'1'0 '1' HE SPRIlIGFll!LD DIVISION omes 

• 

0ri.g1ual .1gDed ltate_nt ot CBC.lR S. SJII'l'B. dated Septeaber.14, 1943, 
coaaiet1n& of three pagea. 
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JUte.nt or 1Ir. 00 ...... a.1t.b 
D1.rect.or 01 noW Dbbi"" 
Jlatianal I.&bor IItlAU"". IIoozd 
.... h1n.tcm.. D. c., forurq 
,"lLI l!X&a1 .. r, l)t,h .. ct .... ClUe.,,, OU1ofJ. 

.Q. .... IId.Ul. ,U.d Corl llAbort .. ""tac\ 7- ...... bft\ _ 12. 1937 t. 
an op1nion .. \0 whother .. DOt tho d1-.l..-l et w \boo roru.l \0 d1BI.a. 
12 a1nooro _Ued '"" \he Pncroui ...... 1Iod< .... et ~ .... _ U. 
1917, _ • .., UIIta1r lobar pract1ClOl' . 

A. 10. 1 d1cI Dct. ._ \0 t.bo ad_ om. or \be brd _til ~ 
attar \he _10 01 leptoaboor 1917. U &D7 coct.ao\ .. _ w1Ul • ropro-
.. oteu .... or \he IIoArd clur1JI& 1107 1917. 0IIab .""_ pnbohlJ- .wA ... _0 
w1Ul LoIXIU<! C. D1roct.cr •• "elm ". Borth& •• n..l4 

ill CI..rUi. OHoo1., 
lorlohwot Cbi...,... 

\.be ~otaTD_l 
and lrcm Cacpa"7 ill lterline, IlllDoU. la .... 17 1941, % .. 001..., • lottlr 
tree. b1A ..n-1..1a&' \hot be •• tJ>en llrlnjr in PIOria &ad ""_'o,.cl. 1 
bo .. ho&rd DoUU.ne: .. ro r.... or abo>t b1A I1nce tbcm. 

Q. Did RaT EdIouIIIloo, Woltar I. "&!IOI. or &D7 _I' 01f1c1ol of \.be IIa1W 
II1no .orkor. or Aarioo .wr 0110'1 :J"" a potitian .. a ,......, 01 appliOlUc 
oordo ... _nborohip cord. Which -.l.d pllJ'pOl't. to pr«o tbot t.he Unl._ II1De 
..... hr. or ... rioo bad a -.lont: 01 "'" _ra os.,n lip in II1no B prw \0 
t.het tJoiaa I. o1e;n1", • OODtract. nth Ilaholl on "'aut lB. 1917, ... attar 
t.het and prior \0 \he 8ot1_1 labor 101oti_ IIoArd .lAcU"" "" Iloo_r 
15. 1917' 

A. 10. 1 '0. _I', .. 0&11 -thine: 01>_ \be c1otaDOO or _all. 
poUU ... or .uthori .. U.... U W. __ , b_ .... pre_t04 to \Ilo Boord 
... h proHotlU"" probab17 .. a4e .1t.hc' \0 ...,1111< ... "rtba, .... Uo .. 4 

.• b...... ... po .. !.b17 "" look O. 1noI., .t tbot \1..0 an at\..-11117 in tbo 
Cb100e:o orl1oo and .t pro_at. .. ,10011 Iottomq t ... tbo loa"" 1D 1\0 
lit. Lau1. 011100 ........ pnJarwd \be 1Ioozd1. w141n&l e_WIltf_ 
tor trial &ad ... 1oted ...,1111< in \be .. tt~t or that _. 

Q. 80 .. J1'U IIq 1ntoroaU ... 1Ih1oh woul.cI 1nc\1oIta tbot Ilohotl and 
_ ........ -ine \Opt.her in _cU_ With W. _ttll' or IUIT 
0000111 ... _ J1'U .." ben .... n __ tIT bot.h.r ""' .. 1ntiYidullt 

A. At .. o t1..o· ... I ...... eoctact.ed tIT I1aho!t and" '"'_ at the _ u... I ... __ r1Du. oooaI1C1b ... ab8lqUl1\ \0 the .1ecUao 1D Lt.arr'ber 
1937. OODtactacl tIT Jelm __ and _r ftpre_lIt1tl ... or \be ~.01 .. 
I!1..Derl. !he __ n .-de ar1au.. acau..t-1.- of oallu.laa bet.eo ldaImd.an 
...., noharr. 1 bo .. DO opeo1fte 1nto..-ti"" .. \0 tbo1r .mine tqothor, 
b .... nr ...... pt tbot I 4 ..... U tbat oc _ or -.. .. o .. i .... -., Ilobo!£ 
bopponecl \0 be in ad .... , and .itbar ... into "1 omoo or ool.locl .. on 
t.he ph_, b. 1nd1.at04 t.het be coul4 be .... chec! 'IIh11. 10 Ch1ooe:o at 
lIlamdo""l ....... 111 "'" .. rrl .... 1Iota1 • 

'1-1 - f y..,- - / Yb 
ElICLOSrJR]: 

'0. '. 



... : ,:,. 
. . , . .",. 

<'. 

-, ~ . 
--.<";:7"""" ":..-.J-

I~ 

«-:~::'"~~ 1::"--.­
~ ... ..;, '".: -
.;...i:· .... ·,·--. -:' ..... 

..... i 
\ 

... Haw;you IJlTWO ..... UOI1 oooc.mlqe tbe .. U~ X.bor Jehu .... IIou'd 

.I.oUon ot Deor.>.ber 1~, 1971. aner lIh10h tbe lkiW liM __ I'I el.dMd' 
a fraud in _oUon wit.h t.he oloet.1c&t 

I.. I.e pre .. nt at the pollilw ple_ tMou&h ... t tbo ... tire per10d of u.s. 
.leotlon. 11eld Examinor JobD J. Bertbo .. ~1&telT 111 ebor,. of t.be 
eleoUOZl aad ..ade tho p ... l1a1narr ArroI\i:_Dta. I bo __ \0 be ill 
Sprll1j;t1old at tho _ t1ao GIl _I' Board '"'11 .... aDd at .. ,1~ 
Diroetor Bojork" roque.t I wnt .... 1' \0 tbe .loet1oD to a •• lot IIortia • 
th. aloeUon ••• bold 10 tho AnDrT. IIhcrtlT boton tbe poll. opeoocl a 
... prolOntaU .. of tho lkitecl II1De 'oz1<erl _ 111 _ JaoIIIIICI 1Iort.ha 1 
lotter or DOt.1 .... SDd1_t1nc tbet tbe lkiW ....u act ......... ...... 
preHDt at tho pollo. rho ~ 1oallA1qe .. 91. _ .... UI&l. '. 
'I .. t at tho _or. tablo Wit.h tho .... ""1'1 ADd ....... tho pl'"MlIV 
of _roo IIortia oede a .. ort \all< \0 MOl> ~...r ....... , ~ . 
spoo \boa tho ....... "7 ot tho lIallat, IIoad8II a lIallat \0 -= ~ atMr 
111 •• Uc1b1l1 V IIad booe abo .... ADd kept tho ..:Il.o\ _ 1IDdo .. IIl.o per~ 
.b ....... UOI1 • .&baat tbe IIDlT tII1ni _ of tho .-cI1oa17 that I _11 .. All 
1Dclc1o.at 1ImI1Ylni tho ~ ill of a II'1pplocl ... _ ... _blo to 
.. lk tv a 0""P1. of _I' ata.1. III _ .oJ .. ADotbor bo •• J40pp0<\ 
lip 111 a boot.h ADd actuallT perW1tted \0 _. I do aot aoan tho _111 
of "..ot b .. tho MOnC7 ot bl. ballot ... pre .. rftd. A1Ie .. _ 01' ,_ 
.. oad .... ~ tho bollot.1nc.ropro_teU ... ot t.be Procre.d ... _ \0 
.~ wit.h ..u. dod,el'l tllat ..... ""1lIc pa ... d _ .. tI1do tho 1.I'wIr7 •. 

~ AW\jttho .. doc!cor. ben tho prinW ri#>atlln. ot tIIa Procre1l1,. 1I1Den.J' o - ,fbe Prq;roulft 1k1on ropro_taU,. boad .. , tho. \0 IIert.ha 1nI10t0d \bit tho 
/Prccrool1 .. bad aot prinW \boa _ wro aot d1atr1bnt1llc u... oborc1qe 

thot t.h1& WI ""1lIc _. b7 tho lkiW liM ...... 1'1.. _ . 

Q. 1)o;rou knOil _I' or BOt IJlT iIIftot1,et.1c WI .-de lIT tho 1Io~ 
Lo.bor Relotion. Boord or t.he allo,.Uon of tn.ud 10 tho .:L.otlon ADd _t, 
1! 1JlT ••• tho e""clul1 ... or tbe 1nftot1,:at101l? 

•• re •• AD 1aftot1,etl ..... oede. UteI' \be o .. el1ll1 ... ot tho Mllot1nc 
tho lki ted MIne .... bl'l t1l.ed wit.h tbe JIec1o<>alI11no\or at CII1"",o, 
Q,j.otl .... \0 tho 0_ of tho Mllot. rho .. Q,jooti .... wro !.Jmooti­
,ated lIT 1Ir. Bertha. I ""11m thot loe1callliroo't ... loJart o ...... etod 
a part of tho 1nftotipUon per'-llT. "IIIP~ D1nator" aopan .. 
Q,j.otl ...... preperod b7 lIo.1art aDd .. rwd IIpC tho pert.1o.. tId.I 
report ......-1aocI tho ro.uU. at tho 1aftot1e&t1 .. ADd to,etbor Wit.h tho 
abjoot1 ............ a part or tho tOnAl rooord 10 \he .tlaaal 1&_ 
101otlCID. /Ioarel _ kn-. .. Ig tho -t.!.tr pt 11. .. II Caal Cppny ADd 
Pf9lr ••• 1D III Mr, gt ,..ria. lee.1 '0. 54. Ca. '0. 1-)01, nport,lld at 
4 •• I..k.B.)1,6. thanAttar, ... "-17 ), 19)8, \he .ti .... l X.bor .1oU .... 
Boorel, attar oaol1clar1llc tho "jootlOD. aDd tho ~otipU ... ro,portocl lit' 
110.1011<, l .. uod it. Cort1t1oat1GD or ,, __ \OUft. ill tII1I ca .. ADd 
0p001t1oallT tolD! thot ~ 10 \he oonduot of tho .loot1 .. projud1ood 
tho lkiW aDd t.hat tho rollllto of tho ~ !Ia1rlT repre .. aW tho 
.. dr •• ot tho ~lol'"" I do BOt a\ tIl10 u.. rooall tho 0pe01t1o _ 

tr4d:&.t=e"" do tho UIl1W ill U .... joat1 .... -pt t.hat I do .......... 
ot \0 tho taet thot tho al_ 10 lIpriae!1Ald reo&1Dod .,. 

\hroo.Icl>...t pedod of~. 1\ .. ".,_ t.hat. ltata In 
oadotod proh1bU1nc tho ale of 1a\.s.oaatI .. Il.oti .. 11&,.. &Del thot. 
\be ... to .... til. 1&100I1I ahould ba .. _ alGood 1Ih11o tho IIoa.rd '. oloet1GD 
•• ""1.0& oonduetod. tile orig1no1 ooplo. ot t.ho Q,.l.otl .... and or tho 
.,1onal ll1netor '. Ioport .. Q,j.otion. are \0 bo fowlll ill tho fonoal 
ru •• or tho Natlaaal X.bor 1Io1oti .... Board ill lIoob1nrtCD, aDd ,..,..,.... 
'!&nod eopl •• ot botb or tho .. _ta "lIT "" tOWld 10 \he fo .... l tuoa 
10 tho Ch1~o 1oc1GD&l O!t1o. or tho /Ioard. Ig adcI1t1oa, tho intonoal 
tuo. ill tho CbiC&fO o!t1 .. IhDuld oontain tho dote1locI .. tor1&l .. ta1oocI 
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170' a.Rha and a.Jolk in t.iMlir laft8Ucat1&, \ecett.r w1\b '"1111 arf'1dIm.\a, 
ucoranda. uh1b1t., eta •• .........s bJ u... I t.b1.aIr: t.iMlt ........... at ht u.. _ •• ttorlW7 lor the l'rGi;n.t1 .. 1IlDar. or _r1oa. _. or _ alii-
IriAntiAl ... 1 ... to liG'w 10 b1. il1 ... et1cau... or the .. ob3eot1au ... "1IZ''' or 1otor .. U ... 1D oOllDeeU ... wit.b -. ot the 1a_. ra1Nd. 

Q. .. ... 70U an:r ot.bo. 1Dtoro .. U ... nlaU .. to 10,. 1dmIId ........ wr J. ".. •• 
earl Elohort. _r ot II1nII 8 •• an:r ot.bor ottic1al of the lIa1tac! III.De 
lark .... t.iMlt .ay t. or uo1ttan .. in \111. ca .. ' 

. ~--' 

Q. 1Ir. Eoo1\b. ft"'~ to qll8atl ... 10. a. did "" ........ ~ et 
_lloaUan cerd •• ...t>erell1p oanla wh1cb wwl<I puzponto p __ t tile . 
QUttd III.no WorIe ... of Io8or1oaztood a -.jori"" or U. __ e1ptd lIP ill 
..... prior to \bat a..t ... ,. ~ a .oa\Iset u\b ... IlUot/ ... ~ 
18,19m . 

A. 1_. tittle _rtaa .. to ""at _t I IIaft _0 10 \IdA OGOIII<IU _ 
_ 1 tirat _ to tt. 1111 ..... orn ... 10 .. )It ..... ., un I d1.d _ • 
port1 ... or tt.. _ ..... l .... atig.Uan tor t.iMI 8ou\1 utea .. \bao .. ndlM. ,...,., 
At t.iMI u.. I "1.c! ~. 1 _t Vin,.b the .. Un fila AM <\1a""'-.s t.ba-' .. - ., 
_ w1\b IoJeri:. _ wat _llaot1& 1a \bat at t.iMlt U. I did _ . 
dtt..r __ .,.t.bor1aat.1oa oanla or a peUU ... , I Ml1aw U. latter .... , 
1 .. uooer1a1D a. to _tt..r \b1t poUUan .. _ det1pt.1oc ... nb1p 
in t.iMI a..tW<l IIlDa ...... n or wIwt.iMIr it .. _ tor \ba hocraPi ... .,.. 
'ICII'keT •• I do DOt at t.iMI _ .....n aqtb1", ~ .. to t.b. all! 
or t.iMI peUUCID. I a.u-at \bat .... llaJoIk or ... Iartb& wwl<I .. 1a • 
_eh be\.wr pooiUCID \0 ~ det101w 1Dt ...... t.1oa .. UIU pcd.IIt _ I ... 
A. I do Dot t.b1ok or ao:rth1r\c -,t t.iMI _t1& I bn. ~ _ of 
laDe. the .ttonq tor t.ba .... r .. 81 ...... t.'I'1lII .... at __ 1""­
\0 the Board in 1t. laftat~.Uoa. It aq Wo w -...at pel'UJooD\ t.iMlt 
.lobo r .. ct.r. at thet. u.. Y1ae pno1deot at t.iMI ....,.,.. .. 19 ... ud t.iMI .... "'0 n,.. .. oted "'- d1reot171a tt. Icard'. _' ... _ or U. 20 _ 

\ 

.., t.iMI 8prilWfio14 c .... proeeoutac! tr:r t.ba Departa.ot or .Juat1oe 
• about tbe _ .. t.iMI hew ..... 1 ... II1aor ralattd to 0">::. 
re. • t 1.- IV' reco K aa 0 .e1.....-

at II1ne B _no alao 1Im>1Wd 10 UIU _ .attar aI>II .re actuall7 in Ja1l 
• out on bend .t tbe t1lo!t or u. I)ooaal>er .lacUQII be14 liz t.baJloar4. 

'"" 1Ir. a.1t.b, I wUaw TOIl atatac! t.iMlt all report. e_r1cw "- 1.aftat~U_ 
.-4e tr:r t.iMI kt1~ la1>or .. lau .... Joard ... tw elle,.U ... at baud 10 t.iMI 
.1oCUCID .... tba deo1alon. and ordar. or t.iMI kt1anal lab .... laU ... lIcud. 
Yolo 4 trca IIvnabar 1 \0 r.lonar7 1. 19311 .... 11>. t.iMI 1Iec1.-1 .tt1oe or tba 
Joard at Ch1cqo. 1& t"-t oorrect' , . 

A. -.. .... 1 ...... ill til. _rd'. "clnco. .... to 1111 touod both 1D tbo lra.h1I1rtoo 
otn .. _ in t.b. 10;:1_1 otn ... t. Chio.co. LU:aw1 .. ocp18. or all to .... l 
papa .. _ \h. 10.-1 ,,","oarS-pt. in t.ho ..... ...,.... w.1oh u.. bo&ri.Qe .... be14 
.... to be rOUDd bot.b in Cb1c&ao and in 1Iaab1.nitao. fbi iDtorul t1le wh1cb 
contain. tbII oor:t1.c!.ot1al _'-rial, aornapCDd ..... and m_llatwaua oxbibU. 
t,""ai.t rui' iii'Qi i"i'i.iaii Of" vthir an Dot. ___ • pN1. oi tJw fon-:Ai ftcora an 
ord.1nar1l7 .ya1labl. colT in tho "~1.o.l ott1.oe. At the _ot, _"'1". all 
ot ~. _wrial in napeet to JUne B 1& 1D tbe Boord'. lraliW1it_ otrw 
rather t.ban Chicoco. ...,b .. wrial ....... t. 1.0 ' .... 1llJlitoc qltS- bT "-
10;;1"" .t IV .. ~""at .tt ... coot ........ _ltb • Co~" ... , At " tor \ba 
Do~rh .. nt of "".U ... , 111>0 .... W<I to .... _ ru. M!!, ~'''''111II:t.or .. 

. . ~: .. :: ' .. - -'.",-"- ." ", - .' - , 

c· ':""-7'-··c~: .... U",w:;t4ti'i{4::.·{;.!r:i't~,~~~i);;~...,.~ 
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DEPART.IoIENT (IF JUSTICE 

'll'.is ease 
Report made at 

PITl'SBURGH, PA. 

ntle 
& 

JOHN L. IEWIS. 

Synopsis of 

IETJ.ILS: 

at: 

9/20-23/43 

etal 

Character 
ClVILIAN ftlDHTS MID 
OOMESTIC VIOI.ENCZ 

tionf: 's 
bills 
describes an incident 
December 24th, three 1Ihen he 

into conference rooma at the 
which t1me a Negro bartender 

"'l'his wa spaid 
wllCnt.t!,a to pel" for drinks. 

as does 
WlC'er the 
that it happened 

in ELSHOFF's not ~ther 
_said was present. _eoul4 
~ date of incident. . 

-auc- G ...... ~~=='::::iiii .. Cii'O~k~l~),.\ FiN 

< II p7;T' "'~ Letter fran Spr1ng!ield Ortice to the Di~ctor and 
Pittsburgh Office dated 9/1£/43. 
Bureau file 44-845. . 

appeared coopera 
matirn in addition to that previously g.J~ 
Pittsburg!:; Office in September of 1939. 
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and had never heard of the names of RAntOOD EDlruNDSCXi, CARL H. EISHOF'F, WALma 
J. JA1CS, or OSCAR FALCE'ITI. He aaid, however, that on either JW\e Uth, 12th, 
or 13th, 1938, he received at hi.. office Labor Relations Board 
at Kansas City Yo., a telephone call 

\faS 

seated near t.he phone. 
'Was interested in the 
mentioned in the conversation. 

L. lZIIIS and that lEWIS 
him that JOlIN L. IDfIS 

concerning the cue .a 

u:.:" ... ~ and would pre agreeable to tur-
'.shing information. He had no knowledge as to whether or not these individuals 
c;'e still connected with the Mine Y1orkers. 

·,.hOl'ts in the 
30, 1943. 

_was asked to keep this office advised of hi" lIbere­
event ~oena should be issued to him on or before September 

aa: '.:.1 ··ng he 8 
";';i.~O'l!lt. IIot/evl:!T, 
o~curred on the 
\lent into some conference rooms at the Hotel atter the termination ot a joint 
conference between the coal operators and the officials of the United ltine 
~;orkers of America in the State of Illin01.. 'lllis joint conference consisted 
of all officials of both the union and the operators in the State with thB 
exc~"tion of those of the Jewel kine 1n~DanSVil1e n 1inois. He said that 
he,__...RAYlLCIID Eml1JNDSeJ< a were in the conference 
roo;~ conference J'OOIIlB con bar with a Negro atten-
:i3l'lt. _ttempted to pay tor drinks when they were served but the atten­
dant ~the effect that this was paid tor and that his job was to serve 
t:1e people there. 
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According to_ no mentica waa made u to who was 
paying for all this although it was pre5umed that probably the coal operators 
stood the expense inasmuch as this was customary upon the successful e:xecutiCll 
of a contract between the operators and the union otficials. 

. _stated that ELSHOFF wu not present with them. 
in the conference ~at there was no indicatica that ELSHOFF or 
EDMUNDSON were P'lying for this entertainment. He made the statement that he 
knows of no relationship between officials of Kine -B" Coal Company and 
EDMUNDSON or any other W\liA official. It is his belief that, knowing the 
history of Wine liB" Coal Company since be resided in that area over a con­
Siderable period of years, that there prObably was some connivance between 
EDWUNDSON and the tf~"[A. 

gave substanlllial the same account ot the in-
described by except that he said 

tha~en 's suite at the 
which suite conta~ate bar with a Negro attendant. 

one in the rOOlll8, pl'QbablJ' the attendant, made the 
,,'.;ement to the effect thMfEt drinks for and that he _s there 
serve them. As far a cs not mention whether 

" not ELSHOFF was presen a e time and no mention whatsoever 
',," made as to who actually paid for thu en.elr~lU1mel~T.. 

_added that JAC~StXJiI, fCll"merlyan hs1atant 
tu ~I."" ED!.I1llIDSOIl a~1y working in the offies of the United Steel 

','~' c~·~ of America at Sprin~ield. Illinois, would. be in a position to give 
cc:", :,e:te_etai regarding any financial tnnlaction. between EmruNDSCIl and 
ErS;:'/;'. said that during the time that GJ..\SGOIf was with Et\IUNDSON 
and '.:i<? nJ. e -lne Workers he ~~~EIIImDS(J(t. dealings with the 
union funds. To substantiate t~ubm1ttec1 to the agent .. a receipt 
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dated September 11, 1937. inWunt of $500 made out to JlCK GLASGaV 
and signed by RAY ZD1iUNDSON. aid that this receipt wall demanded 
by GIASGGr from EDk1JNDSON in 0 er 0 protect GIASGG'I from any irregularities 
practiced by EDMUliDSOII even in fun. Thill receipt read as foll01l8: 

"Sept. 11, 1937 

"Reef d of Jack Glasgow five Hundred 
(e500.00) dollars for administrative 
expense. 

RAY EDl.:iUtIDSctI" 

":CLOSURE TO SPRDJGFIEW 

Receipt fran RAY EIltllNDSON to JACK GLASCXm in the 
amount of IP500 dated Sept. il, 1937. 

REFERRED UPON COOIETION TO THE OFFICE CF ORIGIN 
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JOHN EOGAp: l100vtR 
OUtEC'TOft 

3154 PM 

( 

.ebend liunllu uf InUl'lIligation 

IInitl'b 8tllt1'8 iJl'partml'nt of 'unicl' 

.allilington, B. CII. 

Septlllllber 29, 1943 

cC'ln 

'E""""",, F~ MIl. D. v. J.JW ~ 
ReI Jl9hD 1.. leD" at al 

C1 vil Rights and Domestic Violence 

At this time SAC Hallford aU.led from Springfield and 
stated that while he was talking to the Bureau on another mat 

II •. TolooD __ _ 
II •. Z. A. Ta __ 
II •. C10U __ _ 

II •. 01 ... 11, __ _ 
II •. L.dd ___ _ 

IIr. NI.bola __ 
Yr. Ro ... __ _ 
II •. Ttac7 __ _ 
Y •. C.,.OD __ _ 
II •. Co11e1 __ _ 
IIr. gl.c!OD __ _ 
IIr. ltnml' __ _ 

1I •. II.Galre_ 
II •• Sarbo __ _ 

II •. Qai .. Q Tamm_ 
TIll. RooDl __ _ 
Y •• N .... 4-__ 

he desired advice regarding the Lewis case in the following respiia 

(1) '!be copies of the reports for the Department which 
were being held by him per the request of J.ttarney 
Frank ColeJDan who is handling the case in the De-
partment. The question Hallford had was whether the 
reports shauld IItill be held or forwarded to the 
Bureau for transmittal to the Department. 

liter checking wi tb. 1Iho is supervising thie cue, for a:tIT 
late information, Ilr. advised that the Bureau would instruct 
hi..'11 relative to the mattsr a1'ter contacting the Department. 

(2) Jtr. Hallford requested advice &II to when SA 
would return to Springfield. 

____ as you will recall, was brought here llpecially ror a conf'erence 
~partment rega~ional accounting investigation. I ad-

vised Kr. Hallford that __ was leaving either tonight or 111 the.am-
ing. 

llhile disCUBsing this calle with hill, I also apprised Kr. Hallford 
of the fact that no decision bas been communicated to the Bureau regarding 
the grand jury - that ie, whether this case will actually be presented to 
the present Federal Grand Jury lIitting at Springfield, Illinois. SAC Hall- \.. 
ford pointed out that he had a traud case which it was suggellted to the USA 
might be presented to the present grand :Jrry prior to its probable dismissal 
on Friday ot this week, namely, October l. b USA told Hallford that the 
fraud case shauld be held up until three weeka fran now ..men another grand 
j!J1:7 WQUld 'be sitting. Althougb there 18 no basis tor it, SAC Hallford 
feels this might be pertinent in that a epeC1al grand jury may be called in 

IroOCVirm¥l. about three weeks to hear the Lewis cue if it is not presented to t!M 
BeY I present grand jury. RECORDED tj.. _ . a.. 

ACTION I '!'be Department ill being contacted relative to'''ti: 

COl'IE-; ni':STROY£D 
R~2 4 JAN 101962 
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t FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT!t; . 
RECORDL" -.. UNITED STATES DEPAImlEKT OF JUSTtfJ~.-
~ Ii :( ------

I f / IEPTEJIBER )0, 1943 
.' '[0. COlOlUNICAT!ONS SECTION. 

c' 

Transmit the following meSB&ge to: 
SAC, 

S700mLD 

... 
t. 

~-~ 

elllll 1.. UIfIS, Sf AL, CIIDV. IEOUDIJO fllRE! iiAiIlS or 

DUEt aPrEKBER iliifl-nDD lA5'l, AT SI'IIIGrIIU), DUII'IIS, ~QSE, 
'f.. • ....;-. "lI . ", _, 

'. JIEDIO HELD II ltD OPnCE AT ~OliSl or r. c. mwn OJ .DrPJ.IHiIi'f, 

CC-160 

IT IS DESIIUi:D IOU IETA.D OIIE COPI Ar.l IODAID m"lIm no COPIJII.B to BUIIlU 

IIlOVER 

. - . 

, , 

IIr. Tolloa, __ _ 

IIr.l:. A. Ta ___ 
IIr. Clou, __ _ 

IIr. Glnla {)OPIES D;:STROYED 
IIr. LaU' ___ _ 

~i~;;~·-.--, R~;~i 
ilr. HoodoD' __ _ 

.. • 

.', ...... 
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10/6/43 

Dat..n 

rill 

latennCIII S. ...s. \0 ... ~ MUG ...... lD t.bI .... 
~t1u.d _to .... 

EnCl~ 

... , 

To1a?n t. A. '!'iiIiit:- ___ ~---~~--__ _ 

clog - . ",.T,('>(· S" .. - "()""" corteY~,,,'...'\,'v"'11 I,' ..... t.LIH,J 1 
Glavin+-- 8 . 
!.adO •. ~" r.. -Ll ,"'l ~, 

''''~iY;,~?:. Nlcf,Olf\ . ... - ,,' "" " 
'£ ' Rosen -- I 
~,,',:.,::; Tra-r=::= AC":S,; , . ,If r- . 3 P.I,; 

~l~-c-- '.: '-'-~~t_~fff~ 
~~ IUC 4 iu-cY9-~ 

'.''' .... \ .• '-r' , :'. " .... ,., .,." . 

1 . 

r· .. .' 

1nfg~t.1011 tQar oop1u 
dawd s.pt F Ie 25, 
_to •• 

FEDEIIAl 8U'l~,1 ['- i','t.CTIl>ATICK 

OCT ='J 1146 
." ", 

II. S. lIEf 111fT IT oF' JU!!'!lCL 

" 

• 
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.l'lIl'rBl 5Url'BU of Inlll'lltigation 

1 

-Ilnitl'b ftatl'S Dl'p,atthtl'nt of Ju.UCI' 
.. ~ 

Spr1ngfield. Illin01. 
Ootober 1, l~ "!\ii', 

l)ireotor. FBI 

o 
:ae, JOlIN L. LBWIS. I'1'.A.LJ 

cmL RIGH'lS • DOIESTIC VI~. 

Deer 8ir. 

PurIU&Dt to ~8&U teletype dated Sept_er 110, 
1945. there are herewith two oopie. of the report 
of Speoial dated September 23, 1945. 
at Springf1e are tOr tranlllll1 ttal 
to the Depe.rtment pur8U&!lt to the request ot Kr. F. C. COIBIWI. 

The r_ining oop,. will be retaiDed 1D this ottiee 
1mtll )fr. COLl!3lAll oa11. tor same. or Wltil the Bureau in­
struots a. to the di.position of thia report. 

FH.lmj 
"""18 
Enolosure. (6) 

~;~4)PJES D~8T~OYED 

'* JAi~ 10 1962 

Op, ~ 

ell" 
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rr-. I. IId&U' I , .. - Dlr'MW, '" I 'oe1 ... 111 fit lInee"aa"-
"" .. 

In ~ with the JI""101a I'W(ll1l8ll\ of 1Ir. r. C. Ce~ 
.t TOUr D1'1ia1on, \here IN q.o aodd1U...,., QI¢.I 

\ 
of 1.be report. .t 8pec:1al Sep~r 23. 19U, 
at Spr1ngfi.14. m1DoU. beer1 n\a1Dlcl la 

I,~ \' 'fIt,. !pr'lllgfi.ld 01:11" or tnl.l ~u at. \!Ie ftqIl .. t. 1Ir. Coli n. 

,~\ EnC~ -

. \ \ . \ '. -,' 

. ", 
~\\:;~\ l:.'~ \,\' . 

1 ,. H\.. ~", :"I' ; 
... \:-~ t. . 
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','~ .,' -.. -
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ee·187 Mr. TollOD ." 
JOHN IC;DGAR tlOOVER 

~ ·~CTOft ( ~ Kr. E. A. Tlmm_ 
( ~" 
~" 

.J1'lI~ral Ilurl'au of Inuntiption 

• nfbil Matn B,.partm,.nt of Ju.tin 

• a .... ington. B. CI. 
October 2, 1943 

IlENORANDUM FOR 'rIlE DIBlCl"Oll 

rY. D. JOHN L. IDlS. !'1' U 
CML RIClIITS AND POKFSTIC VlDLl!2ICI 

Mr. ele .. 
Mr • e.u,)' 
Mr • GII.I" -./ 
Mr. 

~~ Kr . 
Kr. BOl 
Kr. Trloy 
Kr. Aoero 
lolr. Caraoa 
IIr. Barbo 
IIr. Bendoll __ 
IIr ........ 'or4_ 
Kr. .&ark, __ _ 
lb. Qui .... Tamm_ 
Tole. Room __ 

(~ Kr.~al. 
/ --r'1 Betarenee 11 .ada 100 WIT pran01l8 _renda to :rou. Mill Beohm---

partlcular17 WIT _randwl dated Sept.ellber lB. 1943 ... tt.1ng Kill GI .. dy __ _ 
torth & l"e8WM ot t.bIt inftstiptim in t.bIt captloned cua 100 cl&te •. _____ _ 

J.a ;rou know. t.bIt Bureau. 1. ooDduct1ng an ct.eD8i,.a 1n,..st1pt.1on 
In this _tter at t.be requelt ot ~ .ttornq General to detelW1ne it JolIn 
L • .J,ewis and oert.&1n~bltr. ot t.hRtJnit.ad II.iDe Worker. ot Allerica and SItl. 
H~boU, owner 0 nl B Coal~. Sprinct1e1d. n.11no1a. OODIp1red 
c:Lr1ng -the ,.arl 19 to 1941 1n nolatlm of t.he C1Y1l R1gbt.a Statut.s 100 
injure and oppren ZLsho.t:r's IIIPmTee. 1n tbe tree aercul of the ript.a 
.a<:uN<! to Labor iel&tlms .ot. It 11 alleged tbat. 
Lewi. nsbotf during tbiIt ,..a.n 1937 100 1941 with 
t.he lm!a1r labor practice~D hi •. __ 
ployeea. woo were at tbat t1ae of tha rha111D1on, 10 Prouesshl 
Kine lforurs of America. tbi, JUDOranduII 11 being .ubIi1tted. bri.n,-u.. 
uttar lip to 'date -ali "\0 tha m.ber ot intern ... ooDducted and the 1n! __ 
tiOD obtained.. 

Illwet111t1on aDd Intern_ with JtI.nen 

to date tbIt SprlDgf1eld Office baa nbidtted reporte reflectiDg 
t.he intervi .... or approxblatelT )62 1nd1viduah who were ~lDJwI' of ~ 
ject Ilmloil' 1il1931 It t& ttfi nne B 1IU cWad dOWll. flit,. 1nd1~,,".Je 
tor the _t part did not part1c1pate actiT1llT in tbe labor dift1cultie ... t.heT 
related to lltI&01;lat.1ona lind UlUm Gl'pniKt1oll&l work, IlOl' do tGq include t.bIt 
14 allapd spin and oertain other or!1c:1ala oorrmected 111 th tbe 1ID1ooa and 
_guent. 

I. re"fin or the reporte reflecting t.bI intervi ... and I1gned .tets­
_nt •• ecured .troa tbiIt,a 362 ld.Dera indicate. ~t approximatel7, 21J eft 
:l.n!ormation that could be coneidere rable to " case 

wi _tter. It wo 1ppIIr8 
that U 0 T e viduw are .,... ta1'Ol'abla t.on.rd tile 
Prolrllllhe Mine lJorkere Uoion than the tIIW ot £Mr1ca. It Sa ant1c1pata4 

lmi!:Virmiiif],t.bat t.bI t.stiaOlQ" ot than 1nd1Y1.dua1l 11111 be uaad at the tr1al of 
case 100 abow tblt tllt 1I1ner, 1IIrI &are ot a riYIIUon or thell' 

• __ ... -. _. ".;. -- .",- _c r-: ' 
.' 

A~,):,i;i:Jl 11'1-- 0 J/ .5--1.5 
\ &: I _l.f 
JNDi nell F • f 

(, t.f I 19 

. ~ . . . 
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J1netl-oae ot 10he 362 .s.ner8 1Dten1ned ... intOru:t.101D ~ 
could be CGna1dered ot l11.tle mue, be1Jli _1'111 aDd .ait_t m ~ 
OG'menta. It.bould be DDt.ed t.b&t a IltIIIber ot t.bAJ .. 1IId1u4uJ. .... re aD­
able 1;0 .peak, read or write lb&J.,1ah end, tbaretore, po ..... ed l1tUe 1D­
tonatioll ot nl.ue 1;0 1.111. mwat~UoJl. OtMr. SadicaW a cIeaUe to 
.t.q out ot aD:T oontroTC'lQ'. 

Port7-aine of the 362 Id.Dere 1nt.en1end .. '" DO WWUtiOID of 
w.lue. If&II7 at l.b_1Dd1udual.a epp~ aot~ ~ DO 1Dtomat1aa 
aDd other. 'INq baft been purpoM17 w1tbbol&, 1ntOlW&t.1em al~&b 1..,. 
were DOt OPCll' ~tUe to t.b& ODftI'Daeut·. ene. 0al:T _ ot toile 362 II1Mn 
JPre 0eu1a:Q- IIDatile and ntued to 11 Ye arq 1DtOrw.UDO to '.iiti Cit Wi 
Bureau t iigJlt hi d8ropio17 to Jolm L. I.ew1a aDd the tJJIr Uld.DO. 

~tl-two mnera who were ..pl.D7ed at I8.ne B tor the fir.t tiM attar 
the Jdne opIIled em JoYUber 6, 1m, -..re mterr1ned bIlt l1tUe 1Dtomat.1ou 
ot Yalue .. obtained troa thea. 1nd1Y1dlla l.J bowYer, it u 1ut ... st1D& to 
!lOt. that a DRbtr Of t.he 1"" EMu' " .. wU .. a t .. ot t.bI 362 mnsra .en­
t.1oned abon, at.ated that 1oiIe;r bad been OOIIDIIeW DOt to talk to Federal ~I\!!lta. 

~
In tlds "prd, mnst1pt1clll diacloHd that ea ~ 6, 1943, 

Charlea bannon, .Prea1dent at the mar Local, Spr1ngl1e1d, nJino1a, aDd ODe 

1 of tba ourt.een 1.nd1u~ allepd to be a ~ tor the UIIW 10 1937, tocetber 
with an attorney tor t.bI mar Unioa, apob at. IiI1De B and adU •• d t.he mners 
that tbe7 d1d not haw to &1'" .taw-Ilte to F4Ideral ~pnt.ll. !be •• 1ndiY1dual.a 
&ho adY111ed t.bII lI1Ilere that. Federal .&gent. .hould be "Ierred to the tIIIW". 
attorney at Sprin,t1eld, Illlnola, tor &IV" dea1red 1Dtcnaat.1em. '.!be -jortV 
01 t.he abow _nt.1oMC! II1.uers bad alraad7 been 1utarn .. ed DO September 6, 
1943, and it does !I01. appear t.b&t ~. aoth1t;r enat.ll' bewpered the m"t'Ut1ga­
t10n ot t!Wr cue, alt.boIlgb a t .. lI1Ilara 1IIIdDabt.edl;r wi tbbald iD.to1'll&t1on of 
interest becauae ot tb1a act.1Y1t7 GIl t.be ~ ot BoblumClD _d t.bI tllrfa at.tol'M1. 

~epd Pl&ce_nt ot 14 Spi .. in toile Progru.iw 
111M Workers ~ b7 SI1bject Lft1.e 

~ )"OIl nn adrued at pater ltqt.h in ~ _rand. too 70Il dawd 
Septoedler lB, 1943, it. JrPpe&re thato tbI 1n.,..t1gaUGIl baa .. ta!l11.bec1 eY1denoe 
too prove that a 1JII1'Mr of 1Dd1~ were ., I •• of t.be UIIIr at the .... t.iM 
t.hq beld Mllberab1p m t.be Prosrelllll1 w Il1Jle Worker. VD10n prior to Irq U, 1937. 
In'Yellt1gat.ion baa alao .ho'c!. that ao.bject ll8hoft retuaed to tire thea. tnd1-
.tdula although be bad a cloeed &bop acr •• .at; witoh tM Progreu1'Ye _ 
Workers at t.be u.. 
'b A Yranaact1em 

~ 7IIIl wre adY1aed at greater lenctb in ~ _randlD dated Septellber 
lB. 1943, 10 t.b1a _tter, '-be mar Uld.on advanced 160.000 to Blaboft 10 the 1'&U 

I 
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ot 1941, with wIl1ch he purcbUed the .... t.. ot JI1;oe .. wIl1ah t. adjaoant w 
and oolJl)8ct.ed 111 th Jf1.M B. 111M 1 was at. t.bat. Ume organised b7 t.he 
l'l"ogr ... 1 Ye JI1.De WOrkers Union end was .0 reoognised lIT the JaUonal t.bor 
II8lat.lone Board. 'lhe 1n.,..t.ipUOI1 W claw appear. to .how t.bat to" clawr 
propaganda lUaboft and t.he 1l1li' nooeeded in .,.tUDe tbe .toeZ'll at. JfiIIII A. W 
d1.aaoln t.he Progre.a1.,. UDiOJl &Del atl1l1at.. with t.be ~. 

Apprud..at.el7 240 1Dd1 ~~ who wn ~ at. XI.lIII 1 at. tile 
tiDe ot tbe cban&e-o?e1' to the tIIIr UD1011 ___ 1n\en1.ewd b7 t.hIt 8prlJIC-
fi.ld Office. Appro~w~ 1270t th_ 1IId1nduU pw 1ntO .... UOIl thet. 
II1.cbt. be ooaa1derecl 01 ftl.~ to t.bi. cu. &Delind1cated that. \hq ta~cS 
the Progresaift K1.ne lI'QrIalZ'll 1)I101l. _t. 01 t.be 1nd1"f1duala 1I1t.eM'i.-4 
.tawd tbat t.be ru.or ..... circulated atkr BUbo!l purcbued 111_ A tJat 
1IIIl.eas t.be7 jo1D8d the mm n.hott WOtUd not. reopen KiDe A aDd theT wwl4 
If) t.brCKlgh the ... .on ot 1Jl1n, tbat t.ba lI1n.rs aperieaOlld at JI1IIII B troa 
1937 to 1941. the JI1Mrs .tated tMt t.bq nit.cbed owr to 1;118 UMIt IJD10n 
111 order to Rve their .1ota.. 

I 
the "!I81nine 1JId1T1dll'J. pft DO 1nto .... Uon ar 1D1'or_t1on t.bat. 

-.a ot lltUe 'Al.IIe; bon?e1', it ... note4 t.bat GalT filtMD were aot.lI&l.lT 
adyer •• to the aowmaent l • cue aDd .tated t.be7 1IOUld "tuB t.o ooop&rate 
1I1th t.he Agents ot th1e hnau 111 &1'Y11lc 1nt_tiOll. 

• 
carl B. !DAboll b;y Ln1a 

IIaDT ot.ber 1nterv1na ba.,. beeA ooDdueted in t.bb cue "rut.in, in 

~e~~~!::!1~~~~:: -:~:nf~ ua~~_~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~;~~t. 111 -,-~~. 
ux ~ ~~IJV ~ g~lf."'11 ,I.'IInoLI. ... u. "I ~ •• V&al~4-""" IU&'I _-.a 
an offie1al of the laUoD&l. IA.bor lIIIlA~ Board who handled the data1la ot 
t.he eleot.10na oondu~d 111 Spr1nct1eld, nllii01a, to dnlll"ll1Dtl who -U be 
t.he barp.1n1ng A&eDt.j)r the 111M B Coal OonIp'''V at Springfield, nJ1noi.l • 
.... JOIl maw, 1111 eleot.1on ..... held boT the IIUU3 OIl De....be~ lS, 1937, m4 aga1D 
in t.he latter part of 1940, a1. wb1ch ta. the mnr ..rpcl nctonou. 1Ir. 
Bwt.ha .tated that lI,POIl arriY1n, at. I(1ne B 1n Spr1nct11l4 in the __ or 1m 
he 1aDed1ate13 reaUHd the .1t.uaUOIl ... .n0la aDd _ded qui.clt hllndl.bc 
on tOe part of Peckr-.l autbDr1U... Be &ho ad'fiaed 1.11&10 -.It.bough be .t~ted 
to hold 1IP"4r .lect101l8 aDd haft • barp1n1ac apnt ~a1pated 1......n.te~, 
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r bit ob't.aiJled DO cooperation !rOIl the IlB.B in "b1n~ md U .. Jd.I 

~ ~~~"t~;,~~.!~~~~?!~~ ~ ~_~ .. !!..~h!!~~ ~:~ 
~JF ~"~.;;. -'lr:ati~;: .: ~;;;-;;tU·tJ.P;;';:;;l;;·tiat~ 

~ et.a:rved out at M1J» B. 

I'reHllt8t.atu 

fbi! _jor1ty- of tbe s.n",.u,aUon baa _ lIMn ooDdDcteclin iihl8 
cae.. A lIIIIIber of 1Dc1deDtal l.eade I F '1n t.o bit ooyered; 
ucePt.101l of tJle acC01lllt;1ng inw.tlJ1ltion t.o pro.,. D8.'lr-II~ 
troa' eub.1.c:t :t..wU to 1JUb"ec:t Ilal»tf, it 111 bel1ned t.bat 
",.UptiOFl baa b-.n ecmduc:ted tor parpolI" of presenting the QUe t.o ~ 
grand jUl'J. U 70U mow, the DepartMnt baa receDtq iDdicat.ed t.bat it ..., 
requeet the Bureau t.o l"ecoDduat 't.b. acco1U1t.1I1g 1n",.t1pt.1on perfOlJll8d b71be 
'freuUl7 Departaent aric1nallT. 

U J'OV haw been 1ntor.d, Jobn L. Lew1e and the tIIW 1G1on haw 
retu .. d to ghe "f011lllt.az"7 pendae10n t.o aUa.r alJlN1t.8 of ~ Bureau t.o _­
-.iDe boob and recorda of that orgamut1on. the Depar1illlent baa edn..cl 
that proeeCUt.101l 1F1U de!1n1t.eq be had 111 t.biII cue; boWYer, at the prennt 
tiM it 1e deciding both boll and when t.o proceed. the Departaent. further 
adrleed that 1;be Baruu wUl be adYieed u t.o 8D.7 iny .. Uption denree! with 
re garci w w accouatin& pliNe • 
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JOHN £c;GAR HOOVER 

-?'~ .( o 
• 

Jeilnal .unau IIf inurlrttgatilln 
____ _ __ 1-

.nihil ~at" Ibpartm'rnt IIf Julrticr 

.aelyington. It C. 

October 5, 1.91.13 «<: , 
MEMORANDUM FOR !'HE DIftEC'lOI 

8 
BE, JOlIN L. LEWIS. et. al 

CIVIL lIIGRrS 6: IOIESTIC VIou:NC! 

~
JI' CoU.,. 

OI&TIIl'_~"," 
Ladd 

/ •. Ni 
V\ Ilr. Ro 

II •. Tn y __ _ 

II •. A .... , __ _ 

Ilr. C""OIl __ 
II.. &ar\)o __ _ 

Ilr. aelldoD, __ 

Ilr. 111_10"_ 
Ilr. Starke __ _ 

II,. QUiDIl Tamm_ 
Tele. Room __ 

Pursuant to TOUr request there is attached a _arandDa OOD-Ilr. Nea .. __ _ 
cerning the captioned III&tter lIet.ting fon.h a general mi_ of the lIIi .. Beahm __ 
evidence develDpecl " date, .. well .. a a-ral appraial ot ~ Il?:;i "';;;L0llld ~.lJ 
capUcned cue. . _~_:..-~ __ 

- I ' 
As 1'OU knOll', 16 ~ents were uldgned to tlds Gase at Spz:01ng.t1eld, Dl.1noia, " 

t~ .august 23. through September 19, 1943. and IUl extensive 1.Jnestigation hal been 
conducted in accordance with the request ot the Attorney General. AWax1u.telT 
2,000 pages ot reports have been recehed to date IIDd 700 have been lII~eJ~ 
'Ii.,.-ecl concerning the 

of 

, 
• For 70= .. si.t.anee the attacbecl _oranctg 18 eet forth 1IIIder tbe 

b.3 

follOlr1ng OIltli1le' 

S. Decl1De of PKII' UDion. 
F. Mine A 'frIUlN.cticm. 

Ellboft o. PIll1t.ber Creek CoalIllH. 
by' Lenll. t'rIIIlllaaUOD. 

B. Strategic !JIportance of I8.ne B. H. JlbcelJ 1II1"0a.8 Incident •• 
C. Placement of 14 Spies in tbe lIDf n. l.ppra1eal of Case. 

tJmon b7 10lm L. :r..na. .~ A. FaTOrable Aspects of Cue. 
D. Be~lIal b7 EJ.shofr to Bargain wi th ~. B. Upeets Pollaibq 1JntaTOrablr-~ 

PJII'{ Union md the AttsBpt.s to ap. T:PCO:;; to I Calle _ _-;;: 

COPIr:S D:::cT~f:~ Ulling Only lJIlif 1IsIberJ. .' • ii .. ,ft.,}14 .?JI. -1 i ~~ ::J 6 _...:::, 
R-C2 4 JkN 10 lialhOllgh the uJoriv of i.lSY .. ti,aUoo ~44en in t.b!.. aat •. 

• n\1lllber or incidental leads nmain to be aDd tba~ 
the will be advised in the 
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iEs ~HN L. IErJ.5. ET At 
CIVIL RIGHl'S 1ND OOIlESTIC VIOWCI 

A. P&1Wnt. 

B. 8t.rat..p.c lJRportance of II1Da B 

'tit.nellSes are available .. bel 1I1ll "8t.1ty that. 1n 1932 ,he 1DIIr Qd.oa 
1IU t.be onJ.¥ ujor Idner.' un10n 1n DJino1a. In 1.upt.. 1932, John L. l.ft1a 
.ought to iJapoae a reduction 1D -&Iii8 Vii tb& ii1iiVii. ~ n!.rendum rcaa hald 
on this qu .. t10D, and ae the vet. .. "'1'8 being COWlWd, it. .. u eppareat. that. 
the miners t.\Il"DIId do1D t.he propo .. d reduction 1n _gee. Prior to t.be etapl.t.1on 

. 1-1 J. - ? ,/5 -I ~~ JJ - ./Jl;. ;J./., _ 
COI'IE:; r::.sTROYED 7 7 LCI;'.)U ~ ~ ~tl;; t!.tnk 
k.,.2 ':t JAN 101962 J:NC: :::::Z;lJ ~ 
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of t.be .oting t.alJ¥. th. ballot. 1181'11 atouu, all.ge~ at the dinot1on 
of I.ew1s, whereupon z,nr1s decland an •• rgency aud dpd a cOIlt.raot w1th 
the Coal Producen Aasoc1at1on of Illlno1a, assenting 1'.0 reduotlon in wapa. 
The _lones at -.n:r coal .tnea in D.l1nois. inoluding)line B at Spr1ng­
field; u8ediatelT nl'Olted aDd to~d the Procreaa1nJl1pa lIorQr' lid.cia.. 

TIle 1nnst1gat1on in t.hi, cue will IIhaw that II1ne B 1a _ ot tbe 
lArgest aud _t at.rateg1cal.:b' located mn.. which withdrew !rom the tllIJ 
in 19.32, and, lIIOreo.er, 1IU located at Springfield. D.llD01a, which is JoJm 
L. Lewill' ~ town. Frca 1932 1'.0 1937, • battlA ror IVPr.a.q wa waged 
between t.b8 M' and the IDIIf. This Bureau oonducted an 1nnst1gation in the 
Dllnolll coal fielda during 1936 aud 1937, and u • rewlt rorty __ persona 
__ "_..lII._40_..a _~ __ ..... _ ... -.. ... __ "'-<r._+ T_ .......... a. ...... ..;:.-J) .... 1" .... +..........c ... ,.. , ..... • ...A 
...,,, ... .LUU.,l.V\la\Oi ~CJA. 1ILl9 ..... ""'-4 .. u. ... ~~, -...V ..... ¥ .... -.. __ ......... ~fj, av. _ 

conspiracy t.o obstruct 1Jle M1l.8. '!'he _jorlty Dr these per80na _re _ 
bare of t.be PI4JI' union. Silt Df the 1nd1rtduala oonrloted are eplOTHs at 
)line B, Springf1eld, Ill1noia. 

C. Pl&c .. nt or Fourteen Spiaa in t.be PIIW tJaion b, Subject Le1I'1a 

Prior to the atrike which closed Kine B on ~ 12, 1937, Kine B 
1I'IUI a clolled ,bop a:1ne UDder lVtr cOIItraot. In .. st1gat10n to date baa 
defillite17 pronn that t.eln 1nd1rlduale were l18111bere or the tMf UII10n 
and at the same tbIe held _.erehip in the PKW Union prior 1'.0 Ifa7 11, 1937. 
tu thill date, £1 .. of these 1nd1rlduale _1'8 expelled !rom t.he PUW UniOl1 
b7 1ta _bars. 'lhe PYIf Union deanded 'that ElabPft fire these ft.e 1u41-
rlduale on May 12, 1937; hOlln8r, he and t.be Super1nt.endent or lf1ne B, Oeae.r 
Falcett1, retund 1'.0 COlIIP17 with tb1a de_ad, whereupon a leneral at.r1ke .. 
callec1. 

In"fe.t1J!t1on bY de'feloped witnes!ee 1rbo 1!!ll YetLf}' tb&t prio!" 
1'.0 Ka,. 12. 1937, the twelve alleged 8piea apread l'UIIOl'8 aaong t.he aplD)'ee' 
at Kine B t.hat the PJnr Union wa dgning a oontract 1I1th SlabPrt without 
,.tUng retroact1 .... gee, which bad be.n prolll1s.d 1'.0 t.he III1Ders. '1'he.e 
allegat10na are tal .. and _re epparent.ly circulated b,. the eo-called 
-.p1es" in an erfort to caue d1asat1.f~1on. Seftl'al of the u:pelled ap1es. 
upon intervi .. , adm1tted belonging Mcret.q to the mtW and at.tellpt.1n& to 
organ1l.e tor thIlt Union while baing ..were ot the PIlIf tJaion. 

D. Retuaal b;y ElIIbott to Bargain wit.h the PIIW lid.on and Attellpt.. to 
Qpen »~e B Ue1ng ~ tJIt1f 1IIIp1o,.. .. 

Inwst1gat1on t.o date baa 1IDoowNd a pat deal of .ndel:lce t.Dd-
1ng 1'.0 abP1t that £labo!! re1'uaed to negotiate or sign • oont.ract with the 
PYIf Union and be rather openly JUde tnDllll b1a preference tor the U»1r tJoioIl. 
Sewral indiv1duals were interrl .... d who will be able 1'.0 t.st117 t.bat Ilabort 
8'tated be would Dever .1F a contract 1I1th t.he PJl!J UniOl1. 

tu Jul:r 29. 1937, • local 1ID1t ot ttle tllIJ 1lD1ol) .... cbartered at 
)line B b7 t.he national organisation. Th1a crouP apparentlT consiat.ed of 

" "0 -"<': :::.-' ~v' '~:.,-,:_-' ~ ;":; ...... ::. ", ' '''; .~,-' -~.: -" <." ~.' -;.' ",.-,.- .- .• .;"".,,~ 
, J • :." • .' ' 
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the twelve expelled IpieS trom the PKW union, and at. the .. at did. not iDclDM 
over fittNn to 1.11801.1 membera. On Septaber -:n, 1937, Elabott umouncad 
that b8 would reopen Kine B. When the II1Ders reported for work, Osoar 
F&lcett:!., the !Une S!!pf!!r!ntendent.. "fuod t,p hire ~e u~t 11(11' UrdCII. 
_ .. bara, ltating that I;Lshotf bad .lpd a cloNed Coutract wit.h tbat lJD101l 
OIl l.ugtllt lS, 1937. AI a "rut it 1WI iIIpoaaibla to reopen the lfiAe .. 
~ apprClll1JlatelT t.el ... -.n adaIitted being UJIIr Jlllllbere. fbena!'t.er t.be 
PalJj Union picDted K1De B. 

file JaUoual Labor Relat101111 Board bald an elact1C111 at lIiDe B em 
Dllcember 15, 1937, to detend.D4 which union the -.p1oJ888 dea1red. The PJIW 
UniOU won t.his election by a wte of 404 to 25. 

On December 13, 1937, 3ust two ~a prior to the JIltB elect.ion, 
Elahot! again unsucC8aarull,y attupted to reopen JtI.ne B 1IDder t.he ... 
c1.rcwutancea ... tatad above, that 11, on the buh of II1ring onlT tIIIf _1-.. __ _ 

-.uru .... D. 

On January 4, 1938, just prior to the date t.he lIIRB cert1t1ed the 
PM!f Un10n .. the bargaj.D1ng agent for KLne B, Elahot! again at't.ellpted to re­
open )line B. and as betore. Oscar Yalcettl refUaed to hire any except tlMIf 
tbion meJlblr., with the result that there ware not ClDugllworkllr. to operate 
the Kine. The tnlW coutandsd that the elect.10n of December 15, 19y'/, 1WI 
fraudulent, however, and although the ... Jorit:r of the lliner. bad been inter­
Ti_ed ctur1.ng th1e in'f8.t1gat1on, DO evidence 1WI uncoVllred to 1ndicate that 
th1a ... Vue. 

On Jiovelllber 6, 1939. lUIhotf reopened KiM B OIl an open &hop bu1a. 
InYeatigatlon baa diBcloaed that although .ambera of both UDiOIIII 1IIIl'e hired, ..... --- ---- ..... ____ ......... ___ ---'-- ______ '-...... _ ... ____ ,, ___ .a ____ .... _ -' __ _ 
:Lv appears 'lInav *n .,..rD 'WIS,("W .QOI,...J'"1Sa. pu ... ~ -.uu. -.a __ .,.,.,.. .... """" •• , 

1Ib1le .any p)(Ir --w.ra were t_d down. Both prior and nb.equent to t.be 
opening of the )(.ine, the official. ot the PK1I' tJn10n made frequent ceatac:t 
with Elahotf in an attempt to negotiate a contract. 'rna.e eeafereneea eo­
e-O!!!Vll!!h€!d ahlolut.ely nothing, aDd it @e!! !lot appear that there ..ere err 
.pacific d1Uerences claimed by a1tber the M Union or Blahotf 1I1ta t.he a­
ception ot tha tOnier'. demmd t.hat the alleged spiea be prohibited traa lIOrk­
iDg at Jt1De B • 

InTest1gatioD ball aleo de""lgped coaaiderabla ev1dllllce 1ndicat1ng 
that ~hotr and Oecar Falcett1, the Jltne Superintendent, allowad tDIW Organ1ser. 
to openl:r solicit 1IDion _barship OIl t.be praU ... ot Kine B during work1.nc 
houl'S; bon""r, the;r dea1ed the Bame pri:"Uege to PM!f Union Organisers, hanng 
previoua17 obtained a COIlrt inj\Zlction during t.be tillllt the iiinll 1WI cloeed 
prohibiting thl PIlW troll entering KUbo!t'. propert;r without pamusion. 1'b1a 
injunc:tlou was aecured at the t1IIII KUhctf attellt'ted to reopen K1De B ill De_ 
ber, 19.37, and th. aine was picketed by PlIW membera. JIg no lance took plaoe 
~ t.b1. pick.tin" hufivar. 

.r 
, I .... 
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J.. Decline of ProgI'Nain )f1ne Worbl'll UldOll Subaequut M 
.ovamber 6, 1939 

A_ ~_~ __ .A._~ _1... ___ ..... __ J.._ 1.._ -u. .... _ ... +_ c_ ...... ",. .... _ ... lo.. ..... 
... ,I.,&&\W.t.Ooa~w ~~, ...... y:auww ............. _-...-.... _ ...... ___ ._. 

fi~r1tJ.a1ll 1IU ftl'lo7ed 111 b1r1ne mnr _bera 111 preference M !'lOr MIIIbtrn 
bT Oscar Falcettl, 8up .. l"1Jlt.ldeDt ot the JI1.ae, at t.be u.s it I'~ OIl 
)Jov"'.r 6, 19)9. Alao, it ... 1Dd1cated above t.bet Blahoff 8IId PuGett! 
allowed t.be tIIIr 1lD1on 1.0 OI'pnl. 011 t.be pr..s.a •• during tba worId.De boura, 
but the .... privilege .... .ued t.be PIIJ UIlion. tbier t.be.e cdr_teJlcu 
t.he UIlW Union conataJlt~ pined ill ..-ber.h1p, 8IId a.rt.er the II1ddle of 1<MO. 
both llahort and the till Union abIJlllld their tOrMl' att.1~ and 1Dd1cawd 
theT dallired the WI.ml 1.0 bold another eleet.1011 to det.el'!line the barp1 nin, 
&genC1 for M1.Jl8 B. The IUlB held an ele<:t.1on 1.0 detendne t.be barp1.n1ng 
agenq on Pebrl1&l'1 2l, 1941, nth the nRlt. that t.be 'IDIIf ~ t.be collect1. ... 
bargain1ng rights b7 a vow ot 259 to 108. On Jlarch 6, 1941, the IUlB certi­
tied the tIIW as the barga'mng agent at K1n. B. On lIIrch l4, 1941, juat eight 
~s later, Elahot! aigned a cloud contraet nth t.be 1DII', hav1ag aCCOIIIPlUbed 
in eight d.a1a with tbat labor UIl10n what he bad nNed t.o do wit.h t.be PJIf 
Union. 

.. __ .. _~._ -.# ,,\0. __ "' __ _ '_A .. _ ~ __ 'D .... _ u_" 'I"'J."" .... _ 
A ... .J\U"""~~J VoL IIIUD -..LoU ..... ",,-_vJv'W .t-N.........-. ., .... ,....., ....., "'7-"1 ...- ... 

been interviewed and a INb8tant1al -Jm t7 of 1;.boll. 1nteninect lDd1cat.ed 
a present. pref.l'8nC8 tar the PMIf Union and a1;.ated t.hat thq voted,tor the tIllr 
Union at the last IUlB election OIl iebl'U&l'7 2l, 1941, beca~e 1;.hey belleved, 111 
llght or put uperience, thet 111 order to be able to lIOric the7 had 1.0 belODi 
to toile UMW Ql10n, ito being clear tobat Ilabotr1lOUld. not alsP a oontraet of afT 
.ort. with t.be l'U.W Union. t'll18 would incl1cat. thato a great 'lIMIT ellP10Je" at 
Jt1.1le B in 19.37 were aware that thq had INfr.ritd a deprivaUon of tbair ricbts, 
1Ib1ch it II1ll undoubtedlJr b. I18caaNZ7 ~ no. 111 tba tr1&l ot t.h1a case. 

P. JI1.De 1 Tranaact1011 

pwrchU41ld 1l1Jl8 A tal' t60.000. 
UIIJi too El8boft, 

If1ne 1 11 adja­
DOI~LlY .hut down 

Prior ~ toile open'ng of JI1.De 1, rumorll _1'8 prevalent 
that Elsbott wo-..J..d iMii'6r- Nop6il the KiD; \iD.la;; tha ;;;pJ.o;;aea rh;ngad fro;; tb; 
PJlW Union to t.be tIIl1f Union. The .-plOJeIl did &ttil1at. nth t.be mar aDd 
BlIholf ~d1ate~ opened JI1.De A. 

A -.jority of the ftl'l01'." of Jts.ne A 111 1941 have been interviewd 
in coDnection with t.h111 inv8IIt1p.t1on. and a nbstantial ujorit7 1ndicated 
that. t.hIT voted t.o c~ Union atf1l1atlon to tha mor believ1Dg that 11;. .... 
the onlJ -7 to bold tolleir .1obs and bep lI1De A in operation, in view of tobe 
fact that BlIhort bad purchaI.d the JI1.ne with 1DIW ~. 

In thb conneet1011 1t t. lnt.rellt1ng to note that 1f1ll1u1 R. Jqm 

'-." 

I ~ 
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atat.d ~ wt4fi'1Wii 'tJJat warly 1n 1917 r~j6ct Ra.1' &1=r.rri5cn, PArl.dent 
of t.ba mar local at. Springfield. lIpProacbed h1a 1I1t.h a propoa1t10D '\;0 tree .. 
t.be PMW Union 0I1t. ot II1ne J., wt t.hat. 118 t.1D"Dai t.be p~1t.1011 dOllD tlat.~. 

1t the 1;1.!!e Ilahot! pn...r!!hYed l!!ne A boo _d hi. :!Atent.icm W 
operat.e t.he ¥1na t.brough a wbterranean pus.ga _ected With K1ne B, 1Ibl.ch 
would enable hill 1.0 ue eJllloTMs 0:1 Jl:l,DfI B 1;0 operate t.be MlDe. ~ Jdnera 
Will be able to te.t.1!y tbat. t.hU .. a nbst.ant.1aJ. factor 111 OOIl'rincSng ~ 
~10Je" of Jf1ne ... that. t.~ ahould at!U1ate 1Iith the tID ot A.arica. 

Q. Panther CNak Coal Mines tranaact.1011 

In t.be aa:rq p&Z't of 1942 KUbat! attapted t.o purchue t.be Pmthe' 
Creek Coal. KiM., SpriDgtield. D.l1nois, which _nt operating UDdar HIIf OOP­
'tract, tor $400,000 cuh. 1Ir. Robert. C. 8ol.o.on, President ot t.be Pant.ber 
Creek Coal. lI1ne8, at.ated tbat although t.be Mgot1at10Da were 1III8UCCIIsS!ul, 110 
was UII_d that 1Das;uch &8 !lebott bad no .:JIle1 ot 111. _, t.be cub would 
be ....... m ... ," .. ~ 

H. IllUcallaneoua Incidanta 

llumeroua 1I1tnesall8 haw been developed in t.hi8 cue who 1Iill be able 
t.o testUy to _roua ot.her 1ncidenta buring OIl the alleged unfw labor 
pr.ct.~ in b7 Bl.Ihotf aga.iDllt. the PIIJI' Unioo during the t.1JDe be "-
cain fnD John I.. Lnis. lor UlIIIPle, it tau been established 
thAt llUlllber ot ot.t1ciale ot the UIlIi' Union an peraoo.ally '"1'7 
!r111ldl;r With Elahott and aet with h1a OIl ~oua ocou1ona. I.leo, ctaring 
the t.iIIIe lti.ne B .. a~ dOllll Klaho!t ~ brokera,. coal fro. tbe Peaboq, 
Kines, Springfield, nlino1a, at. a '"1'7 ad:nnt.apoua price arr&ngezaem.. 
George W. l!eed, Vice Pra1dent ot 1.118 Peabo<t,y JIinN, has adaitted that JIa,T 
EdIIundson, President ot the Ull1f local at Springfield, "ggested ttat. t.be 
Peabody CCllllpaD,y, which .... orpnised under t.be UlDt tldon, taka stepa to .eli 
brokerage coal to El.abo1'! in 1937; however, he denie. t.bat there was &Il1thini: 
out. of 1.118 .a1 in the t.ranaactiQll. In Mlling brokerage coal, Blsbott had an 
out.a1de eource ot incoae at tbs tiM X1na B ... not in operat.1Q1l. 



' . . 

j
l >.' ;f 

-.! 

( '" 

, , 

-6-

1/ n. ~.:: ... or ... c ... 

• )(any 111 tness8s have bean clllieloped wbo 0In teetH., t.o t.he tact.e 
regardi.ng ElIIhot!'. attempted negot1&tions 111 th the PIl1f UniOll t1'OII JIa7. 
1937 until 1941. It appears t.hat t.he e.tabli.hMnt ot \be tacta regarding the •• 
negotiations and t.be att.e.pta 07 BlIthott too reopen II1DII B. &II Nt tort.h aboft, 
will of themselves .00. t.hat KLabDt! acted arbitrar1lT in favor of tbe 1IIf 
Union lind that the resul.t. ot tbelle 1oranIIact.ions uounted to the trees1llg GUt 
of the M' Union at Kine B, Spr1llgtield, Dl.1noill. It 111 t.be Dtpar1;Mnt'. 
1IItent1on, of cour.e, too contend tbat the activities of BUhort rroa 1937 
too 1941. conatiw.ted lJD!'air labor practicu in that t.bey are a YiolatiOll ot 
the HIRA., which requires .-nplO)'llr n8'lltralit7 in union elect.iOllll. 

- -". ,;,~;' -, -".,- 'c.' .\",:~~.,,_.,J:,:,'., ','~."_ ': .. : .',' ", " 
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The fact lobat ElIho1'r accepted. nb8t.ant.1al pa~. from ~ tIIIr 
union, granting what d.oe. not appear to be the cue - ~t lohe.e ~n" _n 
18gi t.1lIIate loms, 111.11 lNd to t.he DAtural inference tla 10 Blahotr would not be 
1D1b1ued in a labor cl.Uput.e bet._n the tIIW and the PMW, which 18 NqvirecI. ot 
h1a under the NIBA.. 

Tbe fact that Elaboff purcbNed. tine .. in 19411l1t.h 160,000 f'amiabe If 
b:r the ll1l1f and att.apted to purcbue the Panther Creek Coal lI1ne. in 1942 1I1t.h 
tMf lIOne:r, 1I1il leod credence to 1.1» Depart_nt'. contention that Blaha!! acted. 
u a front for the maw in lin attapt 117 ~t. Ua101l to gain control of a:r ai.De. 
organized llDder the PMIr union 1n arder to tneH oat ~t organ1 .. t1oo. 

B. upecta Poaaibl:y thf&Yorab1e t.o the CU. 

rha pe,yment ...... in tld. cue took place beheel 19.'37 and JIq 
18, 1941. Unlaaa it ~ the C0t7i.!~WI.~~tet ~-.m t~ough 
the ICine 1 oat Rine. anaactiona the Stetute IJt tlidu""U_ 
will run in June. 1944. It. 18 wo noted t.ba re va en Ve 
t.h11 type prollecuted Wider the Civil ~gbt8 Statutes. • a • coupled wUh 
the age-Of the anug8L': inegft letidUe., iiII UWoubtedl:y be used. 117 the de!ense 
to their b_fit. 

The cSefanse 111.11 aleo lIDdoubtedl;r atonll' the tact that &ca 1932 to 
1937, "'era of tbII PKW Union anp.ged 1n violence 1I1tb the UKW t1n1on and t.he 
ujorit;y of the Ind1viduale connc~in FecSeral Court u retemd. to above, 
dnr'''i "~SSe fiN tib .'lBira. fiiiti!. r;g&r8"the lei'eneITn-tbt, c'j'Jlll he 
able to int. to in.tance. ot Violence ing QD ~.I:lI...PJUt. a(j.be 
RIW lIIIIJIIber8 who v .... IJU!fe d a ot 
their litll under the laws o! the ll¢.~d Stat ... 

• 
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rt-. I. a4pzo &:»0 .. - DS.notor. ". a1 ...... et IJmNIUpu. 

N>,.n. IJIII L. ~, It AJ. 
GnIL IlCim AID IXlKISfiC ftOJ.IIDI 

leteJ-" Sa Met. to ... pzon1oae OOll"'4'DNtenoe 111 U. 
abo_Uu.d GaM. 
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44--<; 
fflUAt 8UR£AU Of INYESTt9ATION . 

0(;1 1619.3 
u. S, DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 

.:- -." ... ~. .- ", '. " 
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loll. BeDdoe __ 
Mr. Mumford __ 
Mr. Starlt. __ _ 

Mr. QUiDD TalZ1lll-
Mr. N .... ___ ~ , 
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( 
'.rll.rraJ Ilunau of In,,"tiptiJJn 

.niti'll .tab .. Bl'partml'nt of 'u .. tir.r 
Springfield, nlinoi& 

october 15, 1943 

Director, FBI 

Re: Jam L.~, ET AL. 
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DO¥ESTIC VIOLENCE. 

Dear Sir: 

Tran5rr.it~he Bureau's copies of the report 
of Special Agent ____ dated at Sprir,gfield, Illinois 
October lS, 1943. 

~
ecent occasions Special 

and have conferred With United Sta 
ron:::: a s request. These conferences were in the nature 
conversations concernir.g general aspects of the case. On one occasion 
Ur. OOYLE advised that while he W .. 5 in Washington, D. C. about two weeka 
ago the Attorne7 General ini'onred him specifically, in the presence or 
various attorneys of the Department, that this was DOILE's ca~ and / 
that he was entirely responSible for the case ;- j. , '->if" . U, 

!ievertheles5 it appears t.hat any action OOYLE ma~tend to ~ 
take will be contir.ger.t upon instructions he receives froJII the Department. 
On October 11, 1943 oom advised that he had received a letter over the 
signature of ~;K COLE1!Ali, Special Assistant Attorney General, advil!-
ir;g that COLEu.u; would be in Springfield on October 12th or 13th to 
assist OOILE in proceeding with prosecution. However the letter indicated 
that C01E};Al~ lraS to r~ve a. fir.al cor.ference nth TOM CT.aAPJe, Assistant 
Attorney General, before leaving Washington and OOYLE telephOnically 
contacted CLARK on October 11th to ascertain the results of this conference. 
He stated OLA,RK informed him that the case was still under discussion in 
the Department and they were trying to arrive at a concl~1Qn as to 
whether the evidence warranted proceeding with OOYLE. said 
that CLARK lIuggested to him that he discuss 
the oath 

A was 

• -r .1.1., L<-J "I J t.IIlJlECORDflf} i/IL'f, -/ \ -... / S:~ 
)fr. roILE has not thus fa.r requested this office to ~J,_f-'.,J ___ _ 

ir.vestieati ve steps in this matter but in the event he should makJ:any 13 1 
requests for investigation he will be informed that tIC>-~ 
nished this office require that requests for investigation be 
through the Bureau headquarters in Washington, D. C. It is "u~,,,,d. 

t,U 
" f .,' n#-



, 

• 

, .~ 

Director, FBI 10-15-43 

that in the event it i8 the intention ot the Department that Mr. DOYLE 
should have authority to request investigation, this ottice should be 
advised immediately to that effect. 
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~1IR 1.. UWl5. I! At 
mIL IlCm5 AJID NIlCIiIIE:8-"'UrI'C lltliw;;& 

a.terCice 1a .-de i.o ~ ~\'-' .W OftOl:lv U. 191J, III ta. 
lIbcrre .nUUe4 _t.tAr, IIdY1l~1 \bat. Mr. a...l'd I.. ~, tiMeS 'iAMe UWDi7, 
1pr1n&!ield, :Djincri., ~ .... J';;P:*=~ t!I!' t.I:!!!! I !!I. 

111 \ha nJlZ'd. 1Il \be ewat. JIMl"-.' • NqJ4J'" fW .n.a1D 111-
.... t.1cat1on trw Mr. -DoTh, 7W .bDuld aooept. \hi requen tor lIIyeet.1pt.UII. 
"';;;;ner, it 14 deli"!! t!!&t l"Y ,. ....t.elT 1Ilto1'll'\be JturMu III weier .-" 
the aur&au OlIn pI'OIIIPtl¥ a4Y1 .. \be ~ or \be ~_t. .-de .. U. 
tact that. 1DvatJ. .. t.1.0Il 111.11 be 0CPdu.ct.ecl ill aooortaDoe .... "b \be Is h_ 
III 1Ir. Do71e w ••• ~ too \lit eoa\Nq • 

)(f. Toholl __ 
Ur. E. A. TallUll-
Ur. CleU __ _ 

iiii'. Coff.y __ 

Ur. G lavi "I:==-:-"~ ______ "" 
Ur. Ladd_t-€-EtftliliUNICATlilNS s[cno~ 1 
)(r. Nleholl 

r--
Mr. ROI." M A J LED t 5 
Ur. Tracy 2 
Ur, Aeera CT 0 1943 P. M. 
Mr. Ca .. oD-f-"RM 
!It. Barbo iIIAL Iuau.u o~ IfMlTi&nt)it 

Mr. HeDdon ' •. l\l'lRTlt Of lU811Cf t 
Ur. »_ford_ 
Ur. 8tarke -. L. 

Y'r. QYh~D TallUll.-
Ur. N ... e __ _ 

Ui .. GI"dy __ 

r~ ... ~l'" q 
I-' I ' 
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<- ...... • •• r: . 

",,'m. l!I II! .".·U em" ';'" . 

fork Da117 II1rnr _ 19, ii43. W- w1l1.te *\ \be., ,.,.r 
.niclla ella. \bat. !t' '-a,~' ef \IiII DU 1I1111M4 ... 
Worlatn, Spr1AJf1.ld., 18, tMrpe .... t.. T 7 la lIeIb1nI'OR" ~ 
\.be wI.pbone_ .t __ 1Ia1\ed aa.- .. ,.... ~ ... taU .... _lIp __ • 1M 
arUcle. U. s...u-w !' ' .. a at.aW ~, ... NRl\ eI tId.a JIII'&Rl .. , " 
.. _...,., too enMliA .. , ,.... '''''' £ •• .,.. e6 I SM 

t.1C11l ~ 1ID1ted IIIM....un -mes" •• , (:.:t'!; f-. ft: " 

1a JOIl __ , tII1a ~ ............ s....u.,nt- .t. ,..a. .... 
qu" eI t.III allelll"1aD \ba1. ~ z..~ JP4 ..na1a ...,.~ttoerl ef __ 

{
1IIl1t..t II1JIIO __ Wi_ et .. rica, .. c:.I'1 .. ~IIiIlt, .... a. I, ..,..,.~ 
neld, nunoU, -.p1Nd 4Iriaa ~ 71U'1t 1937 t.o 19411ll hUoc ef toe 
e1911 Mth'" at.a\.uw. too lQJvI ID4 ........ a.blatf1. 111 \he tNe 
c.rciae of t.bt r1&b~ Maar-S t.o ~ .,1&t.1_ let. 
n .. alee .ua.-4 tat. ...u aeWI flIrlDc 

',- . 

'.. 1 "/ \.be 1"" 1937 too 1941111\1l \IiII too ..... atalr 
. '.: ... ].;7.4 ,j-". labor praet.1 ... Fe -.14' .. , ......... t. Vat. Uare t •• ef .. 

u.s.",. n"Al-_,.' ....... ' .T' ...... ,.. 
, (,u.J· '( '0 

~;.~~ .. ' .-?<+-" . r,' aM- \IiII .u..u_ .... .,. __ C' ".m," -' IGI'\il s.:, ~ 
t.III .\taad .,...u. ef. L ..... ar\ole]", abn ", M .... iOP\ .. par ~\\ttI3. .;::, 
t.1011 eo ..... , ...,......u IID\ .. ., ad.a «u"""'n, S.a u. -"\e1', ' •• * 
.. \bc-. !aM Me __ Me'-l .,.-1)1'_ of IIrq' 1dIIIllllPl.,.cl • ~--nr<' .t>'r 
Iw eau S.a \lie s." .... 1pUOn. eI \Ida -. :" ~ ~ uJ 
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,""~.., Deal Accused 
rapping UMW 

WASHINGTON TIMES-HERALD 
• PIlSe, __ '"", ....... --, 

tit. Tolaoa - c 

II,. I:' A. Taii?'_ 
lilt. '01.11 __ _ 
II •. COU., __ _ 

II •. GI .. I. '" 
lit. L.dd I?' r' 

II •. NIt"ol~ 
II •. Ro ... ,..JE~'--_ 
II •. T,ae;r, __ _ 
Mr. A .. u __ _ 

Mr. C.,. ..... __ 
II,. B.r1>o, __ _ 
U,. a.ndo., __ _ 
U.. Uwnro.d_ 
IIr. Starke, __ _ 
Mr. Qui"" Ta __ 

Mr. N~.;:.'=.:.;--:_ 
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~ 
... n~8 T"PP~'" • 

SIrikers £a.i 
SPRINGFIELD. Iu.. Oct. 1 
p)._Illinois o!lieiail 01 !t 

nited Mine Wotters aid to­u., they _'ft an u\1Ilderlround" 

ffi
tem of communication be., 

_ "tbe Go ........... t ~, 
our p,one wirea. .\ 

Ray Edmondson, J 11 i D 0 i If 
llJlW p<esident. .. id tbl 
-WashinctOll ,e .. tapo bas COID-j 

[~""'."~-P ek to the pony UPIess 11'-. ' 
~. 6cc1iDOd to iiodooo ... l 

Mr· Tob- .. ---.---
Mr. &. A.. ,. .... -.--

.... Ooa············ 
Mr. Co«.,- ....... --_.-
Mr. Cta ............. . 

1Ir. LaM .. __ •······•• 

Mr. Ni':.~ .•• - ..•• --

JIlr. Bo.- ---' ...... . 

Mr. Trae7 _._--- ...... -
Mr. Aoen _____ ._··· 

Mr. Car ..... ---'--" 
Mr. B<"1lcloa .-- __ •••. 

Mr. J1~._ .• _._. 

Mr.8:oake. ___ ••••..• 

Mr. f:".1bUITaIDIIII. __ _ 

Jir. N_ ......... _._.-

,,~:... a.ac!y ••• __ ••••• 

1!118 11_ York J)a1~ 1l1.rr01' 
Octobel' 19 t 1943 

ENCLOSllB& Lf. 4- -i ·l.:..~ / 



, 

I 

. '. 

~;« , 
:.\.~-~ 

ttt .. :-.:. ~-' :-

._1;, 

~' .-
.' 

.. ' •. ~".~,' ...... :.:.t ~'.' 

..I0HN EDG-.R HOOVER 

( CC·I17 lit. Tolooll 

. II •. 1:. .. . ".1IIIIl -lit. Ct.n 
II •. ala"l .. 

~l'bl'fa( ilurrau of Inlll'lIUgation 

II •. • nitl'b .tatl'lIl1l'partml'nt of Jullfit'l' 

Blalll!ington. II. at. II •. 
II •. 

L.tld . .c 
N~ 
ItO .... 

October 22, 1943 

IlEMORANDInI FOR THE DIRECTOR 
r, 
',!./ 

HE: JOHN L. IE'lIS, ET U 
CIVIL RlGh"l'S Al'm OO\BSTIC VIDLEl<CE 

II •. T'''7 
II •. C., •• a 
!If. Cot,., 
II.. BoD4oll __ _ 
II •. 1:,."'0. __ _ 
II •. IhOalro, __ _ 

II •• B.rbo~_~ 
II •. QUIDD TOIllll1_ 
T.Io. aoo",, __ _ 
II •. N .... __ _ 

There are attached for your !.nformation, articles which IIh. Beahm 
appeared in th~ashington Times Herald and the;1i_f:w . .Jork Daily III .. aaDd,.---
~irror on October 19, 1943. These articles bear the date line 
Springfi-€id, Illinois, October 18, J943, and set forth the allegation made 
by Ra?Ednrundson, President of thif"'United IiU.ne Workers Union, Springfield, 
Illinois, that "somebod;)' in Washington is tapping our office telephones and 
~ hone phone." Edmundson continued by stating, according to these articles, 
tbat as a result of' this practice, the tl1!I'1 will establish an "underground pony 
express" Bystem of communication among UlIVi officials. The article in the 
Tirr.as Herald newspaper also conta~~ed the §tatement attributed to Edmundson 
that "l'iashingt.on Ges~ 0 force has compelled the mine workers to go back to 
the pony express." 

The allegations of Edmundson, as set forth in ~he attached newspaper 
articles, are, of course, absolutely false, as ~here have not been any technical 
surveillances of any ldn:i employed in the investigation of this case lind none 
are contemplated. In view of the nature of the allegations made by Edmundson, 
I thought the Attorney General should be appropriately informed of the falsity 
of Sdmundson's charges. 

I.Js you know, the Bureau has conducted an extensive investigation in 
the captioned matter at the express request of the Attorney Oeneral to detel'­
mint? if Joh,~ L. Lewis &¥)d officials of the Ul.!W Union .. together with CAJ"l H# 

/....J /ilshoff, owner of ~ine B, Springfield, conspired in violation of the civil 
~ rights statutes to injure and oppress Elshoff'8 employees in the free exercise 

!c";' . . ,-,,-.s -=. '-" of' the rights secured to them under Act. As TOU 
~" . . knOll, it was alleged that Lewis paid to Elshoff during the 

l
il .. _.~. s .... · .. ·. ~01-"'D~ years 1937 to 1941, with the intent Unpose unfair labor / 
f I.....- prac.t t~ es upon his employees lIho were at that time lDemuers of the rival union,A 

th~rol7essive lAine Workers of Ameri'itt,ooRDEU -;;/ 
:&i: .' &; LF_, -- /.5a. 

. ~ ACTION ~~m:r:s 3511<DEXF,U

1 
'.. - -

~~;~~~; Ylcrot1Y giV~~~ 1sco:i:c~~d ~~rar~~r~:*;er to t~~~ ~~l, 
absolutely no technical surveillances have this case. BN . 

,fEE; ooPtf~l::STRO";I:D {,/ 
",;.;iPS \ RJ!Z'* JAN 10 l':lDI~ < .. a_ .. _ ... "a.., ~\ .-. 

L==tv~·:;--'-t UV lll~ f' -V' - tP7"-'-=~=-cJL::::::::::::::: 

." . .-.. 
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:- .~ --,...- -
..... 1a1.aDt Mt.omq OM..nl .. C. C1 n 

J. Id~ a.o_ -~, ~ecIua1 ~. ~f ~"~CIIl 
~1Ii 1.. 1.£1f'I!!, ft At .' . ., ' 
CIVIL 1I(Ift'S .lID OOW:SUt nDInCE 

llef.renCII 1. ude t.o the prnlou 1'fIPO", .w.1tttlc1 Y t.Iw 
Cr1.m1nal llh1a1cm 1n \be eo.,. &UUec! _, JWIII' At. •• C' 144-10. 

For ;rour Wo,.."1 
of the repm or 1lpec1&l 
1943, at San TnDcboo, ..... ~ .. , .......... 

IlClDwre( 

• ,;-. :.J.t": - . - , 

" " j.- r •. '~. r. 

E;" I·. . ::.. f.. 
-' 1': 

hern1 th four oapt e. 
"'.1t.d Oot.cbsr 19, -"WI'. 
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J. SlIpI' aM»ft7 - arMtor, Jl8denl. ..... "1 ot 1 ..... t.1p\\._ 
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. D. Co, _pUler IIUb tbv "PO" ot 1IpeG1a1 ~lI'I.tl 
_tad QatoMr 29, 19103, at. IIIdltDlpOUe, 1D41 .... ill tile .. ,U._III •• t.ta 

IIIft.U.Uaa 1. ..1.\er, IIIMIOI'IIlDa '-~ ...... t, 
OIId it 10 _~4I1paW 1Ibo 1. _Utee4 1n the 011010_ 
"port. ot 1Ipeo1al 1n\eni-.4 !A toM "l7 "'1' 
*',t .. _ _ II. i. • f!T!'I no.. •• 't.1_ at. 1'h11adalfthta. 

;;';;';i~.:- Upoa the ICUlpt. ot • "port. rell.;ija,i u,;" !A\e~;;~' 
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( FEDERAL BtmEAU OF INVESTIGA'T,,;,:'N 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JrJ:i~1!CB 

II> VBIiBE1I 1. 1943 
To: COMMUNlCATIONS SECTION. 

SlC, 
Trans::oi t tne following message to: 1SiPRDC7IELD 

// .J('!1tN LPl.!WIS. tT A.L, CBDV. IlE Im'mf 01 SA 

OCTO?c-R IlIt!Dta l&Sf, AT 8PBII'7IWl. UP£Dm W"'Eflmt 07 

tlNl'EV!\I.OP ill IEAnS AID SUBXn Jll!:I'Om P1rJIIP'TLl. 

ax>V12 

Mr. Tohon, __ _ 

Mr. ~. A. Tamm_ 
Mr. Clor, __ _ 
Mr. Collo1 __ _ 
Mr. Qlayl., __ _ 
Mr. Ladd, ___ _ 

Yr, N\llaoll' __ _ 
Yr ...... , __ _ 

T \, Mr. ,.17___ "'''''~n 
Mr. Aeera ___ CO .:..: t':!j'!'"~tU~-+J 

11 ~2 ':t JJ.". 1" I.". 
.t.itn..~. ~-'~t.. ..... ~. ". . .. 

Mr. Car ... '--__ 
Mr. Sarbo __ _ 

per~, 
',' 

cc·uo 

1./ , ,,' /1( 

': 
I, 

~f0J 
\ 



... I 

.... • 

... 
1l/2/43 

Dafoe, 

10. 111'. t'ta C. Cl&I1t 
ANUtanL It.t.ac -:r Go« a1 .. 

_._ rn.~ J'.~r" D1l..w, ,s'lI&1 ........ 11&1& eI 1Il"",'.,,_ 
., ......... ~leotl IOIDI 1.. 1DiU, M. a1 

em 11. a.tiJ:Irs AID DC&StlC 'Jor DaI 

.. port .r Spen'·} ApaL ______ t..d 0Irt.0ber 29, 1943, &\ 
bnau cu,. IlialJourl, ~.' 

1aY .. ~t.loa 11 contlAl&1ni --rnlDl G. Lon QrIIct, aft att.omlif 
~ '" .. , 14 ~ w1t.h JOIU' r.oem. nQllNt. • repcrt CIO'hI'1AI 

~. aU.er 1a ~ 1ft \be ftI7 MAr ttat.are aa4 IJIIOft 1t. reoe1.pt. 
b1.' t.hb Bureau it. td.ll M pi~ fOl"al'6ed i.e 70" . 

"', - ... ~ '.,' .:' ",,' " . 
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D ll/l/43 

ta\e~ 
Tol AM1Ar\aD\ l\\onIe7 lienal .,. 0. Clute 

, 
~~i 

ho:t.1 J. Maar "WI' -~, hMftl a. nn" JInoIeUpUOII 

'\11)".0\1 .IOBIl t.~, 1T AI. 
CHll. JUC8%S 1&JPWliiS'UC ODLiIIC&-- . 

"fez-moe 11 .aie \0 IIW preYl_ ... 1 15' ~ 10 tbe .... 
ent.it.led _tt.er, 10111" l1le =-ber ",-10. 
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: , ::DERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION,·' 
(, ~ ,.- '"'., 

•• UTED STATES ~~~~~T OF JUST~,.' HOUTDIE 

To: COUWUKICATIONS SECTION. 

Transmit the rollo.ina message to: 

o 
ICIIN L. tBIIIS, IT AL, CIIDV. IE UPCm CI ' 

lIowmt..r 2, 1943 

SAC, LlTTLt; ROCk 
. • .HUJIGF lioIJ) 

DATA!) ocroa::a Imtl-lIOHT, aIJlETEai JlJalaED JUn'I-"HRD,ft 

SmlliGYl:U1, lLLIJ1OIS. DKSIRIlZl tllAT L1TTli lOCI Q)VER L\W)S 

UI£EJllAtELI Am) SomaT lIPOOT. 

cc-ao 

--k 
.......... _--
...... a ......... .... ~---
... ,.----•. e ... __ _ 

... - ---COPIE':' D:L:STROYED -........ ---••. ____ j..~2 '* J~.:! :!. C 1952 

",. - --_ ••. -,',t;, , • ... ----
"'.----

RECORDED ,~ c</:/~ Iff 
:1:<~ D I 

,,. , 

36 NOV S t943 

" .. ...­
per_;X~,;...' .·;...r_' _' _' __ 

I I 
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, 
.-\ 

to' c. cu. 
IIE,- ~!II L.0lBWIS, 1ft 11. 

". " , 
~'" -. -.,:' '" 

.t. . ,;. 
): : j 

.-

CUlL 110m 6IIl P""1UC ymrp;' r 

wllll1tar1lT in w.. 
ubpoeiMd before • 

po.MN1oa 

NOV 8 



Ie, t Ir " 1943 

Me, IprlIlCfU14 

~ 'p)- /D , / . 
UI 

:1 •.•. 
- ffl' Dear IU. 
I 

.. rue .. s.. ......... ~ ... Ci ............. \III npo'" 
\M\ )an bee hIIII1tW ill tII1a ... . 

hi' ,... W __ U_ tile art'll-' .'f1dea ., tile ~\ ., .... u.. 
... nbC\\ed • _, 0- '- tile ...... M"flllilll \Ita, \lie t._ lInolw4 ta 
$be a1Io.,. .a1\lAd _"'N' ... __ ~ --.1 ..... ..s .. "'Mr .... 
ftlU,.UOlDla ..... \IT MOeNU7. III 'fin ~ till • .s.n ......... lIT u. 
.?~t.. fIIr\lltJ' 1Jl11MUpU_ IJI tua _ 1If.U _, ........ 117 .. Ute _,t.er lboa.U .. ,1I.d ill • el .. d .... t. • 

.. 1J.t.u. ... 

AD IIlIL 
If£CiIAL Fum 

__~, "f\ONS S£CiIO;-\ 
\ ' ' ' . '. vi" 2 

'I. '\ .. , ,-,' 0 . 

.- .. ...,. .... 
Id.renor 

\' A I \... E I 

" ",n4') P.M. '\ RE:COND~r.1 ·S- I if ,~\)\J - 1;1';> . -'j _ -

, !~~'.l eup.tIo~,.o:~~~:' , 'I FEDEftAl BUJlEAU DF INVESTIIlATlON 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIIlt£CTOR 

... '. ". ",,". ~1-.: > .... :~;.:.,~ ___ .';.'~"~.:-.~, 

c (j •. 
• "brral !Surrau of Inu"etigation 

Unibb .tatu iJepartml'nt of lu"'1"'" 
."ellington, II. C. 
October 21, 19lJ 

CC·'If 

""""""'" FOR Ill. D. K. -fi/i) 
ReI John x..6Lerti, et al ' ...-

. Civil R1&htl and 
Domelt1c Violence 

At this time SAC Hallford 1Ihil~al1dng to the Burellll 
on other utters also talked to Agen -.q office 
relative to this ease and &8ked whether re lI1IZ'e IIIiY new de-
velopnents inasmuch &8 the Springfield Office bad eompleted 

III.. '1'.11 •• , __ _ 
III •• II:' A. Ta __ 
III •. CI.,, __ _ 
III •• Olnl., __ _ 
III.. 1. •• ,, ___ _ 
III •• 111011011 __ _ 
II •• Ro ... __ _ 
III •• T.ac, __ _ 
II •. C ..... __ _ 
II •. CoU., __ _ 
II •• Bu4oD __ _ 
II •. Itram •• __ _ 

II •.• leG,,1 re_ 
M •. Ba.llo __ _ 
II •. QalDll Ta __ 
TV.' "'018 __ _ 
M •• N .... __ _ 
MI .. Bubm, __ _ 

thing except a few very minor and inconsequential leada. SlC Hall­
ford said he had been keeping two IIIn special on the ca ... 

In response to his question, I indicated to him that we could 
see no reason for disagreeing with hill, that if he felt he cOllld take 
the Agents off the case and utilize them to better advantage on other 
cases he shOllld do 10. '!'bey are assigned to the Springfield Office. 
He indicated he would proably do thie. 

In addition, he indicated that USA Doyle hu not received CS7 
specific instructions !rom the Department, althMhal!l been told 
that he 111 in canplete charge of the ease. Agen indicated to 
llr. Hallford that no advice had been received from e epartment rela­
tive to what aetioo would be takel1 by it and the case as far u tile 
Bureau is concerned at present is ill status quo. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

.PonD!fo. 1 
THJ5 CAJiIi Qiti(iiHA\'m AT 

...-o1ltT ..... AT 

1m: uriJ'JLIS, 

Tf11.&,]OE}: L. 
Officials of the 
CA"L ;::~OFF, 

SY NOPSIS OF FA.C"n: 

DETAILS: 

1962 

Springfield. IlliDOll 

'ur::s IF. "'.1LT I!' 
ilni 'oed i ;iorm 1"11 or .Aa>arl cal 

ine WI!". ~r1ncfield. 

I&-lT 

QoiAiiU.c;;TuI fiii' ~ 

"CIVIL ltIGETS AJD JlO!&!Bl'IC 
VlOIEl1C1 

L. IE.lS was pnllldant ot the Witeli Lo.OOi' 
and Trust Company, lndianapoUl, Indiana. 
bank 1Ias ineorf'0rated ucder the law. 01' 

Indiana and ~luntarily liqu14ated 111 lIoft!'lber 
of 19:32. .1rUc1ea of dillolut1on tUed with 
the Ie crwtary of Itate ·t/lfl d • 

• RUC • 

-Letter fro!:'. the Springfield Field DiTi.ion 
dated lO/2f/ 4~. 

The Indianepolia Field Divisi.on ... as advi.ed by 
reference letter that JOEl: L. lE'!S appeared in 
In<iian"p~liB. 111d1ana bet"en August 9. and Augu.t 15, 
lS4~ in connection with the voluntary liquidation 
arfair, of the unit.ea Labor Bank alld Tr..l:t Co~:mrl 
of Which be .,.e.1 prelident, It was requested that 
thil office deter.:,1ne if instant trust oo~~_. 
doing bUlil1e85 be~een 11l~1 and 1941. 

l'Z:F£HH[O .EI ECCR D1NG 
INnAf~ --

Be the United 
Lebor Bank and TN.t Cortpa!lY of ... hich Jam- L. LE'ft1:S 
,. ... pru1dent was 801d to the InCiam.,olh Clearing 
BoUIe Bank on October 31,' 19~2 and .. nt into . 

')po , 

.' Z9 NOV12 / 
....... '.~"'" , .;.-,~V-"', ~~":~ ~,~ ~ •• ~:r;\.:::t;:~.--;-, ..... :-;. '~~. .~.:. -' -.. -,:---.-,;.~-;---.. .. -',. 
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I nap la. File jf44-17 

licuiG .. tion on !:ovel"ber 2~, 1932. 

pro~uced 

te dunce r the 

Clerk's Office of the Secretary of ~ate, 
1"nited Labor Bank and TnlSt Corr.pany, 1ncorpora­

State of Indiana. 

The reoo_rds. ret'l.ect that on LovenlOel' G"t U/-:'. on TeQi1pt of 
• petition filee be' IOOre than eWo of the stcck holders of the United Leber 
Bank and Trust eompar.y the Directors vera ordeMld to li~ui"ate their affairs. 
Orle Eur.Lr"o Thou.arc Dollsrs ""as loaned by the In6isn&t-01is '-leaTint House 
ass~ci"tion t'or this pUTfose. Bv 1'0'1el1'ber 30, 19,2, all the lio.bilitiea of 
the !;,""k except liabilities to stockholders and all depositors had been paid 
in full. 

On :)ctoboT 7, 19;:5. the Union Trust Company, as trustee1br 
the Clearir.r Eouse notified the United Labor Bank and Trust Corpany that the 
;lC»,OOO.')O loan hLd boen paid in full. and returned certllin unliC'Uified 
assets to tr.e United Labor Lank and Trust Company. 

On October 7, 19:.5, j"LOYD C. BELL, 1514 .~rcha.nts Bank Building, 
ln~iar";,,olis, Incn"!ls, ?'as appointed &6 arent to rec"ive unli('uified assets 
ar.c to di.tributc them erually to stockholders. Articles of c:issol~io!l 
-..erc filed vith the se~retary of state April 1:3, 1945. 

"EFETRED li.:>r CQ!': lErIO): TO TEL 0FF1'" OF J'1IGU" 
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"'So C. A. T--=:t . . _ 
"'-':'&~TTO ........ ~-........ .,.,..,..Ta 

( 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

t· 
0: "t'. <JI.eiIr .••••••• _ 

Wit'. vu...c..w .......... _ . ........ -- w. GW"'ia ..••.. __ •. 

.... LMU 

rCCIFe Im..B ~r. NkJi. ..... 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

l~-lO ootober 23, 1943 

If:l'ORAKDUl! FOR THE DrnECTCIi 
FEDEP.[J. EtrnEAU OF !lIVESTI GATICN 

Re, "Iline "B"--Alleged Violation 
of Seotion 61. 

"L. &u. en 

...... ':' .... ey 

:\~r. Ao>e:"s . 

• ,~.'. C .. -.. oa 

I '" r::.~r~:~-·-·--· 

I 
.-." ,-, .-. 

. _ .. ,"------
" ''-~..;,t _._ •• _ •• 

:.1 I. l... .... _, ._,_ 

r.: .... _"' __ .... _____ _ 

Thi& 11 to coni'irm the telephonic request of Fr.nk 
Coleman on ootober 21, 1943, that you traJlsmit tour copie. 
of a chart entitled "Chronologioa1 Sequenoe of Signitioant 
Event .... 

This ohart 11 a aplendid job, and I desire to ex-
preu m;y appreciation tor your ooopera 1n preparing 
it. 

Reapectfull", 

l<tmC .~ 
'1'OY C. C1Al!F:, 

.Ulhtant Attorney General. 

, 1/1/-

...... '--- V' ~- .'~ •••• -'- -"",. ~'~''::.~':'~''::->~: "~-';.~,:." r:~.;;'~. -'·;"·-~f_".": ;:' -:.- ~.; 
,.:' . 

• 



• 

, , 

_""",-",yo 
"""I'1C • .......,.., ...-.u." 

--~ ........ _-
~ 

reCIFC ••• B 

Ut.-l0 

r; 'b 0 .. / 
~ 

( l 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Ootober e. 1MI 

JB)[)JWlDU)( FOIl 'fBE DlRBCTOR 
-HiiikAL iilidLib OF Ii YilifIGIfI(II 

Q -
Ilel Jf1De wB"-.1l.1eced T101aU .. 

or "otic 61. 

.' ~O"En 
~,,""'.' ..... ~1~ 
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OIl pac. 9 ot t;hh r.port, it; 11 iDdiaated that 0H&r 8. 8II1t1l 
.tat .. that durillg the ballot;ilIg .t t;he .lection in 1)eMJlber. 19ST, 
r.pre •• nt&ti ..... of tho Pl"or;r .. ai .... _ to Btrtha wi.th aa11 dod&.ra 
that "'1"8 b.iag p .... d out INt.id. tbl U-T7. smth .tatee that 1l1li8 
Progr ... he repr ... ntati ..... ind.ted that t~ bad DDt printed ~ 
and •• re IIOt ll1.tributiag them. althouP 1ibII dod&.re bore t;he printed 
dgnatur •• or t;he Progreui ... .mer., and that tI» Progreuhe repre­
•• ntathe. obar,.d 1Ibat tI» dodger ••• re baiag 1l1.tr1butad 117 ~ 
U.Llf. I el.o DOt reoall baYing blarel. or thh eirouaatanoe bet_ • 
and it b r.qu •• wel. that 1Ib. Bur.au interYi .. Procre_i .... om.lal. 
who wer. p'uct at tbl ballotillg to •• oertain t;he dp1t1_ et 
thh oir_tanM md obtain • 001'1 ot _ or tile •• clod&er. it pouiblo. 

ll •• pootf'lalll • 
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( G 
MC1~TQ ....... _- DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

t ,/./ 

!CC.FC.IWI 

1"-10 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

october e, 19~1I 

JE)l)1!AlIDUlI Fat tHE DIISC1(Jl 
HibERAL BUREAU OF IiViSfIGIft<BI 

aOI ~ .'W--.Allegod Tlolatiou 
of Sootion 61. 

• 

!be .az'ad portion ot tho attaohed ollPP1Di trca !be .... b1"'toD 
poat, dated october 6, 19n, 1n41oaw. "'hat IUbjeot IMwiI li&. 'IiMil 
pro.ident ot tblt lJJI1ted ~bor fII,l:Ilc and !rUat Cc.pazw, DOW la .01_ 
tary Uquidation. It 11 nquutod that tlw Jll,lreau a.o.rtala 1Ihotblr 
the actint!o. ot thia oam~ haft au;y l0III10.tion Yith tbI pro.ont 
in'9'Oat1gatiOll. It Yill be pertinent to asoertain whotb8r tb1. _ 
~ wu uaod at an:! 'U_ b:f 10be U.Jl.lI'. to uloI loan. to ooal ~ra­
tor •• 
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~ohft L. L.~~ 
: ~ed with • atel°rlul ... - ad tIIat ":::-:::a!:)::.~::Jr"',~ 'ply from John L. x-a. UDlted 1'OIIte~""'- to I ¥ine WorUn' ehleltaln. that Ida to time IImltatloaa aIleet1nJ >v_'" 

I 
motor 1rlP to I1lInoIa \ut AUJUOt - - .......... 
..... for _eu re .... ,... the Aiex- .. - from ..... ~ III _ ....... '-.-' ...... -
andrla War PrI~ ~ BaUon WuhlnJtol>, BaIlroad reservations aIed, m. .. to ., motber'l _ .. 

i Board and the OPA _ at Rlcb-, to coIIIorlll to _ ooIJedule Were 1100 _ W" Law,_ -.. 
i "",nd yesterd01 InaJ1<,od the Inn»- DOt available· • ~ II c:Iq to!-. All: 
. tleatloD as cloae<t. . I 
• T_ nd ~th T 8. LewIa wrote the "ttIP ...- _Uno pa.rehaaod .... trip !/ItIIqIJ I 
' ~ carre.po • .,.,... •. .~, ~ C "--' - .. 'Dougw. ehlef clerk of tbe AIeJ:- = period of Aupat 110 lS. J>olnts 1110 _ toll ....... _ ... _m_" 1 
mdrla board. Lew\JI' home boanl. vlJited Included the Preaton OouIlty I..u- A. __ Uno In tank I 
the labor leader declMed that tbe eoal Deld of We VIrP>Ja. the at IJecinofnI of trip. Dar\nJ-. 
trip .... made for -- J'ea- Hoclc1n, V..ue,. IeId of Ohio, In- 40ya to ~ ........ -

. - pou., JiI4.; Iipr\nJlleI4, QRd to ==:. IrK' • I 

CIDoInnaU. -. _; VIall to 
-segardln& the _ 10 Ida wa made In ....... ectI 

III 1IprInJIIeId, Ill., durInI the liquidation 
l.ew1a made the follcnolnJ _17 Labor &nit " TruOt 
po_tin. Dougw' questions; the anden\ped 'II'a 

"A. Q!Je.tlon: Would the Vlalt to SprIn&1leld 'II' 
bve ...... made np,rdJ... nee' In'in _ectlon with ftnu. 

heft.,-our mother IIappenod, to oW ODd Iega! aIlain of \Jolted· 
_ ~ . y ,. .' Mine Workers of Ameriu. .,bleb 

or. ... matntalna brancb em.,.. In that 
. "B. Question: In cue the Yislt cty, Vlalt to Clnclnnatl ova mlde 

.... mad .... a It merely Incidental In ~. ~th ..... ,0'" to the trip" eonnC"Ouon "" _ De W-. 

"Am ... e"; Y... 'IioDi \JnIted Mine Worken of 
"'Question: Betw .. n whlcb t1ro Am_ - ..... AlllzatioDal allain, 

buoln_ atopa .. as \t made? of Its eubordiDate IlDita In ClDdD-i 
"Answer. Following lndlOllapolla ...uDou":';~: ,._ .~_ _,,-,_.1 

..... ,ement ...a prior to Clnc:iDnatJ .... m_ - .'-~-

~-' r-~-"D. Queatlon: Did ou<b WIlt ft- "TIzII office .... aiwan beIIe1>ed 
II . re mUeage edditional tD tbe that Mr. LewIa would Ii'" • 

I 
'neu ealla: It 10. wbat dim ..... _ably .. tlofortorY exp1anatlon 

_ _ ____ __ of bla trip It ealIed upon. Tbla be , 

d~ ,I 
• "Tb. explanatlon waa -....-1 
I.oereI7 to .. \iIb the pre, the . 
JUbUc:...· . 'I I 

~ __ . _. I 

• 

"'," 

"." , 



AllDJllltSS IIKP'LY"TO 
.....".,,~~ .. 

( --,.., ......... -- DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Tee.pc sVJ.B 
WASHINGTON, D.C, 

144-10 octob.r II, 1M! 

1IDI:)lWiDlJl( JItI! !IE DIRBC'f(It 
lEblffiAi BUREAU OF fiiViSTIGATlCII 

R., Ciu. -B"--.Alle£.d Viol .. tt_. 
at S.oticm 61. 

YolU" ~aZldUIIL at Sept4m .. r 
oopi •• of the at ~ ___ o;~ .... onlO' 

'z.-,r1. 

and the Dlmbar-Grmt 'l;ranS .. OtiOll. \10 18 tbatllliJ.' -be 1I:Itervi ... d. " ...- / ( •. /, ,t-r --' .- !-t..-- -(I. 71 .... _' __ 

.. 180 "qu .. ted to .. ~~.;tain wh.ther-' 
!.t.n'ed to on page 2 at thl. r.~ 

U.ll.lI'. It not, 1t 11 requ .. ted 
that they be int.rvt_d. It they are .t111 .o_oted with 
that organicat101l, 1t w111 probably be F.terabl. to .ubpo_ 
them beter. the ,rand jury. OIl page ! of thi. r.port, the _ 
of_i. _nt1on.d ... a poa.1bl •• ourae of intormation. 
It ~d that be b. di.ore.tly intarvt ... d to aao.rt&1I:1 
wh.ther be baa my intormat1on at .... la. 

()l page " ot the r.por~, there 18 quoted a r.aeipt d,ned 
by ~ Bdmmdaon tor .600 tra. JaollJhugaw, dat.d September 11, 
19l5'7. It 18 requested that the Bur~{u inquire ot Kr. lila.go.­
whether thh tnn.aotlon had e:Jq o_otlOllwlth tbe pr ... t 
inw.t1g .. t1on. 

!be report of Speoial Agent ~ dated S.pt.lIIbeI' 
29, 19oilS, indicate. t~~ au to 
the pre •• nt addre •• o~t 1. ral~U4I.t.d 

~O<!RDED d: I!\lJI;;~ 
. ~ ~. 

I' 
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7~c.~ 
!OlI c. CLARK. 

~.htant Attorney o-eral • 

. '~~ tN'CLOSURE)'· 

."" 4 
N'! 240986 

FROM 

Ibpartntl'nt of lustic" 
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. ... ,. 
-r" . .. 

" 5lC # 1IPr1l: &t1e14 
, 
~ . • 

- '!'ol8on 
E.A.~ 
01... -
Coth-Y-­

. ::;lavlr.--
'LAde -­

tUcn"IU6XT, -­
.-_~ J~ Roeen --

, TraCY:;-=-= -= AcerB 
carson 
}'.8J'bO,.:-_-_ -_ 
Hendof:"" 
llW'"...!"ora-­
Starke -­
QL:lnr: ~ 

:~~; 

Il. ..,. I.. I.£WlS, If .Il. 
c:nn. UtIIl'fS Art lIQli3flC nol.PJlti 

I'Mre ... \Nnnd\\.ed bet ... ltb CIOfl1e. fill \IarW.. 8Dd.6aW 
Oetober 9, 1943, _\lUH -1I1D. 'B' - All.p!! nolaUoa. eL 5.nlon 51.­
noe1 ... d troa t.be {.rI"nal D1'f1.d.oD t4 toM ~ ol .II&aU •• '-pUla" 
with p:lUt.oct.atic .-pl .. eI \be ,"0' .. 1.11"8 tot OM et \111M. _i 1'.-

, .;.... 

1\ 1a d_1ftcS Uiat. \be inYUU.,.u .... l.Rda npa.W t.r u. en.,,,, 
D1Y1.1on be uftlo .... alu •• ~ n. nu_ edN .1rS", n 1DIdyh.b~ 
" 40 80. JIll 1JI1a ewnt, \be ~ 1Ibo-.ld M Ii *'1;( w.r •• 1D .,... 
\bat t.ba Lel*rl-nt. ~ De advl .. d aocordinAT. 
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lD \be ewut \a. WOrMt.1C11l des1zwl P\ lie ob\&1_ tzo. 
aoure ... n1~1. 111 l5pr1.ft&t1eU, 1\ ~ .. M=-1'1I7 \0 ncpa.-t. __ 
II'Ki'PI,pol.1l J'1eld IlS:daioD W CODIbact till Dill .aq s.w..u..,a\s.-. 

• • 

tn!. 1D'fHt.1a&t.1on .... M " ~d1t.ed 1114 ceoductec! 1Pediat.elr 
111 d .. of ~ tu\ t.hst. \.bit .. ,toraq C.aaral 1a Ylt.a1l1 S.J11,.~.ted in 
W, oaa •• 

1?c..---

J 11. C. 
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• 
• ebual .uresu of InllF.tigation 

.nibb .tatn Department of 'utin 
Waah1ng1z:ln 2:5, D. C. 

Director, :FBI 

Dear Sir: 

October 29, 1943 

RAt: 
(Q . 

~OBN L. LEWIS, et a1 
CIVIL RIGHTS AND lXI&ESTIC 
VIOLENCE 

Referenoe is JIlde to the report ot Spechl AgEll t 
dated October 29, 19403 at Washington, D. C., 
88ttlng out the results of an 11Iterv1ew wit 
gardlng his knowledge ot the loans made by G. 
DUNBAR 111 th e R"!I!!er ot 1936. 

This is to uville that, in view ot the Kansas C11;, Ottioe being 
the office ot origin in the case entitled "ERNES'T OIWlLES DUNBAR; G. LOVE 
GRAl:T-BP.IBERY, cop1e s of the re1'erlljlced report are being forwarded to the 
Kansas City Field 01'1'1ce tor their 1ni'ol'lllfltion. 

There is allD being plece\. in the Waahlngtoll~ield 01'1'ice tile 
in the case entitled "ERNEST cHARI.Fis~tJNBI;R; G. LO~-BRIBmY", ~ 
(VIFO tile 158-56) one copy 01' reterence report. .. \ T ~ 1', c-:~ ;;"2' :.Jll"L. 

There being no turther investigation in the Washington 1i d >" .. 
01'tice, this case is being considered referred upon oompletion to the 
otfice ot origin. 

cc Springfield 
ee Xanaas C 1 ty with 
Ene. 
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Director, FBI 

Dear Sirl 

( r· 
"·r .l'lll'ral 5urrau of Inu1'IItigatiDn 

IInitl'll 4iHatl'lI Bl'partml'nt of 'u.ticl' 
Washington Field Office, 1105 I Street, II. I. 

Washi.ngton 25, D. C. 

October 26, 1943 

Rei JOHN L. ~ ET At 
Ci vll Rightll and Domestic Violence 

Reference is made to the report ot Special Agen..-..-a 
dated October 28, 1943, at Washington, D. C., in the c:aptl~ 
letter from the Springfield Field Divillion t.o the Washington Field Division 
dated October the by the Department 
of Justice ot 

is to adville that it was determined on October 26, 1943, that 
not reach Iashington, D. C., 

Pennsylvania, where he 
ill not expected to 

any informa-
tion indicating that JOHN L. IEWIS or any other lcnOirledge at 
or approved the alleged loans made by G. LOVE GRANT to EP.NEST CHARIES IXJNBAR 
<as set out in Washingt.on Field Office tile S8-56). For background information 
regardine GRAKT, DUNBt.R. ~ the tollowing serials are being furnished 
the Philadelphia Field D1.v1s~ it is requested that upon cOCtpletion at 
the intervi_ they be returned t.o the 'kahington Field Office. 

lIFO tile 44-20-2) - reterence letter !rom the Spr1ngtield Field 
Office to the Washington Field Office • 

';.' '. ~. ,", '.;.' .. 



Director 
Re I JOH}l L. IEWIS 
October 28, 194.3 
__ 411-20 

WFO file 58-$6-23 - report of Special ~gent 
October 6, 1939, at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. case en-
t1tled~ST CHlHlLS DUNBAR; G. LOVE CilAN'l'; Bribery,-

- a memorandum prepared by the Bureau " 
received at the Washington Field ornce 

The Bureau has instructed that all leads in this matter are to be 
given immediate attention. It is noted that 9 copies of the report ahould be 
designated for the Bureau and 5 copies should be designated for the Sprlngfield 
Office which is the office of origin. 

~jcntvf 
HOTl'EL (4 

cial ~ent in Olarge 

CC Springfield 
Philadelphia (Encs) - AMASD 

-2-
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.JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIM.CTOft 

-44-845 

Call: 2:30 PI.: 

( 
( 

Jl'lIl'fUIIiUfl'UU of Inul'.tigation 

IInibb JtubIlDl'purtrnl'nt of Julltirr 

mUlll1ington. D. CIt. 

October 21, 1943 

t:C.~' M •. 1'olaoll' J 
... A.~ 

•. CloU, __ _ 

M •• 01 ... 111 __ _ 
.... Ladd, ___ _ 
Ih. Nlcboh __ _ 
.. •• &0 .... __ _ 
.... Tr ... , __ _ 
.... C ... OIII, __ _ 

.... Calfo)' __ _ 

.... BO""OIl, __ _ 

.,./ Dictated: 3:00 PM mORANDUY FOR 14R. !.ADD ~ 
RE: JOHN L~, ET .1L 

.... E, .... o. __ _ 

.. ,. ".Olllro, __ _ I 

.... Barbo __ _ 

.... Qalll" TalDlll_ 
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOlIES'rIC VIOLENCE To1o. Roo ... , __ _ 

At the above 
Division, telephonically 

.... Noa~_.-\ __ 

the Attorney General, the Solici 
he would like a small copy of the large chart entitJ.ed ·C:hrc)nc)lc)gi,ca: 
Sequence of Significant Events," which was transmitted to the 
Di vision of the Department by memorandUIII dated September 29, 1943. 

You will ~ll that the CriIn1nal Division had previOUSly forwarded 
a rouch drai"t of thi ,chart, which graphically depicted the payment of JIIOney 
in this case from the nited !.!ine Workers Union to Elshoff, owner of Wine Il, 
and re'1uested that the Bure'au 'we up a large copy of this chart together with 
a number of small ones which might at some time be used for grand jury presenta­
tion. In accordance with the request of the Criminal Division, a large chart, 
approx:imately 30x40, was transmitted to the Department, as stated ,.bove, on 
September 29, 1943. The small copies which had been made were retained by 
the Bureau. 

~r. Coleman stated he would like the four copies of this chart sub­
mitted today, if possible, and he would thereaft.er forward a memorandum to 
the ll1;.reau requesting these charts. 

yo!:. will also recall that a copy of this chart was made available 
to the :li.rector, together with a memorandum ofaxplanation, on September 30, 
1943. 

There is attached for your approval a memorandum which to~rds four 
copies of the chart to the Cr:lJninal Division, in accordance with ltr. Coleman's 
request. 

h7~ 
____ I _' \ I 

C. F. L. Welch ,:~; •.. 

',,-" 

. 
\ 

'- } 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Form No. 1 
This Case Originated At SPRINGFIELD, 
Report Made It Date When ltade 

110 IS 10-28-4:5 

Jom' L. Gwrs, ET AL 

ILLINOIS 
Period For 
Which }!ade 

20 

File No. «-18 
Report uade BY 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND 
DOt::ESTIC VIOLEl:CE 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Small dodgers passed out at election on 

REFERENCES: 

. December 15. 1937. were mentioned by UYW in 

~
bjections to election, and one of the dodgers 

was forwarded to the NLRB. Officials of both 
unions denied responsibility for ~,dgers. JACK 

LASGOW does not know what use RA EDUUNDSON 
de of the $500.00 GLASGOW furni. d him On 

September 11. 1937. 

- P -

Bureau File 144-845. 
. I, ,'. Bureau letter dated October 12, 1943. 

1-· I"""" 

DETAILS: " , ,,~' It is noted that with reference ll!tter there were 
. I ," , transmitted copies of three memoranda dated October 9. 

.) r • .......f' 1943, submitted by TOM C. CLARK, Assistant Attorney 
" • c '~'.l •. f l' General. These memoranda contain certain requests 

J' - , .,./ for investigation. 
_AL _I • 

t.1 '~.\. ,,\ I It is noted that a request _s made that Progressive _I,J I 

r,:;rm~ 

I offieiala be interviewed concerning the significance ~ 

Bureau 
Indianapolis 
Kansas City COPIES D!:STROYED 
Little Rock ilL'> .. .IIlN 101962 
Washington Fie1a' -- - w .. •• - - - -

USA, Springfield II ~7c­
Springfie1d ,I' 
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Re: JO~ L. LEWIS, ET AL 

of the passing out of some small dodgers during the balloting at the election 
on December 15, 1937. It was requested that a copy of the dodgers be obtained 
if possible. It was stated that Mr. CLARK did not recall having hear!!! 
these dodgers prior to the submission of the report of Special Agent 
~ dated September 16, 1943, at Washington, D. C. In this connec on 
~ed that the circumstance of these dodgers constituted t~if 

intermediate report on the election. 
Consequently, this matter was specifica y ru e 

..& I overruled by the Certification of Represe,ntatives 
.. '" .<"~ ~! signed at WaShington, D. C., January 3, 1938. 

~"'!C- 3 
It is further noted that in the reviews of Springfield newspapers. 

as reflected in the writer's report dated September 23, 1943, JOE OZANIC, 
President of Progressive hliners of ~~erica, was quoted in the Illinois state 
Register on December 16, 1937 as denying that the printing or distribution 
of these dodgers was done by PMA. The Illinois State Journal on December 16, 
1937, stated that both unions denied the distribution of these dodgers. 

Springfield, Illinois, who 
has his investigation, advised that 
he was unable to locate among the records at the State Feadquarters of the 
Progressives any document which could definitely be identified as a copy of 
these dodgers. He stated that he recalled that somo dodgers were in evidenoe 
near the polling place on the day of the election but he stated none of the 
FMA officials had any information concerning the printing or distribution of 
these dodgers and they presumed that they were printed and distributed by 
United Uine Workers in order to form a ground for e technical objection to the 
election. 

D. C. 

interviewed, 
who has 
ed 

Production B 

Concerning the request that~be dis,...reetl interViewed'l 
that this indiVidual ~l with 
who is an International Board !lember 0 • e s a ed : 

very close to JOHN L. LEWIS and that an interview with him 
nr''''''''T.ive. Accordingly, no arrangements are being made to • 
ln1~er·vi,e,,'ed. 

- 2 -
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Re: JOEN L. LElTIS, ET AL 

0'· 

Concerning the receipt signed by RAY EDMUNDSOll for $500.00 rrom 
JACK GLASGOW dated September 11, 1937, GLASGOW stated EDMU1mSON told him 
he wanted tSOO.OO in currency and, accordingly, EDNITnmSON had th~ office or 
WALTER J. JAMES, Secretary-Treasurer, District 12, UMW, make out a check . 
ror $500.00 to GLASGOW. He then had GLASGOW indorse the check and cash it, 
turning over the proceeds to ED~IDSON. GLASGOW stated he knew this trans­
action was suspicious and, accordingly, he demanded a receipt from EDMUNDSON. 
He said EDIlUlIDSON did not te 11 him why he wanted the money but merely 
indicated on the receipt that the money was for organizational purposes. 

It is noted that the memorandum from Mr. CLARK dated September 23, 

..,.
943 uests investigation concerning the character of the employment of 

"!'ter his employment as at lIine "Bit _s 
lscon lnua. ~ SGO .. advised that Mine "Bit, he was 

given the job of organlz~ng Mine "A" and this information 
al'Pt;ars to be 8ubst!!.ntiated by the statements which have been taken from 
employees of !!ine "A". GLASGOW stated that after the Iline itA" organization 
was completed, LEWlS 8e.~to the New England states to .do 
organizational ~ork and t~aced him in char~e of District 50 at 
Chicago, Illinois, where he is serving at the present time. 

cont~cted inasmuch 

to rebut 
COI1cc,et; with_a story which would 

- :s -
.h1 ~. 

....... '- .. "'f __ ' '.'r·',," ", ___ r"\" 
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Rc: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 

contacted at his residence by Special Agent 
writer and a signed statement, which is set , 

Vias ~btained. _~resentB a good appe!lr!l.nce !l.Dd appeared to be straight-
forward in hi~nts to agents. He commented that although at the 
present time he has some differences with ED!.!mElSO;l, nevertheless, he feels 
indebted to EDl.:lmDSO}: for the medical care which was i'urnished to him by 
District 12. He stated, however, that he was willing to testify impartially 
concerning the facts within his knowledge. 

United 
I have 

The following statement was obtained 

make the follOWing voluntary statement to 
Special Agents of the F.B.I. , 

"Daring the summer of 1937 I occasionally sat in with Glasgow at 
meetings of miners at Vine B, Springfield. These meeting~S would be at the 
m~ Bldg. and also at various taverns. There were never ore than about 
a doten men at these meetings. They vlere .. tended by Joe Albanese. Dominic 
~ s u'3.1e, Frank ustin, Tony lotch, CharI£> Bohannon and 9. few others 

se men were • 0 0 a ~ine B into DMW. This mine had been a 
Progressive m.ne when it shu o~n n e spr~ 7. These men would 
claim that they had a mo.jority of UJ,!!'i sympathizers at Mine B. and they c-laimed 
there were also a £ood manY other miners there who would swing over to UYW 
if the mine could be opened under UMW without any Yiolence. Carl Elshoff 
or Oscar Fe1cetti ef" .8th we~lQ smnrt;mes bo around the building aile ,heae 
meetings were going on, but I couldn't say definitely whether they actually 

- 4 -

.'"'- ~ .-- - , ..... :-.-..,.<;. . .• ,~--r:~ .... -""!".~""';~, '~''''-:'''''.:''-'.' .~~;~:.~. ~-- t"';" .• cI!.-.., .. ?.<:.r; ..... " 
-'-.' 

"',... ...... . 



, 
/ 

~ .. 

ii (' 
I 
i 

.. 
• 

( 

Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, I:T AL 

( , . 

sat in at any of' these meetings. Ed Heckelbeck and Bill Lansky, "ho were 1/ 
p~id UUT< organizers, would be present at some of' these meetings. ! 

"Elshoff and Fa1cetti "ere frequently at mm Bldg. in 1937 to 
confer with Ray Edmundson or whoever happened to be in charge. 1 never 
sat in on any of these conferGnees. I would say from ~ general 
obServations that in 1937 Elshoff and Falcetti knew Heckelbeck and Lansky 
and l:new that they 71ero U'..\II orgnnizers. 

"I hGard that a m.IVi petition was being circulated in the summer 
of 1937, but I never s"'" the petition. 

"I reenll th~t on a couple of occ:J.sions Glasgo~ met four or five 
cnrloads of men from the )·idlo.nd trc.ek mines. Y;e would go out to Uine B 
··,ith these mon a~nd ·ust t.,."c around until opening time, Ilnd then we would 
go back to town. v;c;.s y,; th us at these times. The Progressives 
ho.d a picket line _ ,( on .2 rond, but they offered no resistanoe. The 
purpose of these trips was to mak~ a showing of a orowd at the mine. so 
that the Progressives would be afrai1 they wen going to lose thei~ jobs 
and would sign up with UMc. to prevent other men taking their jobs. Faloettl 
would be r.t the mine these mornings, o.nd he would b6 very friendly and 
congenial. The men v;ho went out there did not have lunch buckets or work 
clothes, and it was understood that these men hnd no intontion of working 
there. I don't recall "-~ything in particular that rnlcetti snid on these 
occasions. 

"I have never heard any ~JU/ official state directly thnt money 
W!lS paid to Elshoff. I know that aftar the story was printed in the papor 
Edmundson and James acdressed tho various UMW locals in the vicinity to 
explain the pnyments, but I didn't nttend any of these meetings. I know 
that prior to thG nC1\spapor stories the locals were not informed about 
these paym8nts. 

(signed) 

""ii tnesses: 

• 
Ill. 

signed) 
• Ill. n 

- 5 -
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Re : Jom' L. LEViIS, ET AL 

At Springfield, Illinois 

interviewed by 
Id Offiee. 

_",o.s questioned concerning the United Labor Bank and Trust 
Company, ~iS, Indiana, and h0 st:-.tod this bank w"'s organized in 
1925 or 1926 simply for the p~rpose of providing banking facilities for 
l~boring men. He sto.tcd th~t in 1929 or 1930 the bank cloSGd its doors to 
avoid f~ilure and he statod th!lt so r!lr as he knows the bank has not been 
open ror business since that time. 

tIIIIIIIIIIIlt~tcd that although he has fought ~S bitte~ly in 
the p!lS~e8S, he does not reel any particular malice toward him 
o.t thG prescnt time. He stated that in tho event it should be considered 
pE:rtincnt to offH testimony concerning the differences between District 12 
:md Jom, L. LE'.';}S from 1929 to 1931, he ~Iould be glad to testify concerning 
the incidents occurring during that period. 

- .PSITDIlIG -

- 6 -
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?C : Jom; L. WiIS, ET AL 

UNDEVELOPED LEADS 

:::r" I~:~LnAPOLIS FIELD DIVISIO!! 

• At Indi~n~polis, Indiana 

y, ..... ..-L " 
~'ill conduct investigation concerning the United Labor Bank and 

Trust Corr.pany as requested in '1 lctt0r from the Springfield Office dated 
October 25, 1943. 

TE KAYSAS CITY FIELD DIVISION 

.. At fittsburgh, K~nsas 

Tr~ LITTLE ROCK FIELD DIVISION 

.. 
Will conduct inv&stigo.tion 

cmployod by OMIT, as requested in ~ letter 
dated October 19, 1943. 

TEE ~;ASlITJ;GTOll FIELD DIVISION 

.. At -:;ashington, D. C. 

~ill conduct the investigation requested in Bureau letter 
dated October 12, 1943, and will also intcrview-"'s roqui.lsted 
in a letter from the Springfield Office dated O~3. 

TEE SPRINGFIELD FIELD DIVISION 

At Springfi31d, Illinois 

Will follow end report prosecutivG action. 

P~'DING 

- 7 -
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IDirector. FBI 

Dear Sir: 

" . , .. :.:':~'.- :: ." '-, .. ' 
~:~,:.,--,--,-_.~~.~- 't' < __ ,. ___ :': ... :.': 

t llL!fal Burl'au of Inul'Biigation () 
.~ 

_niti'll .tatl'. Dl'partml'nt of lu.tin 
San Francisco, california 

October 6, 1943 

AJ1l].:A1L SPEC IAL DEL:rvERY 

URGENT 

(J) 
Re : JOIDI L. LE"IIS, ET .A1 

CmL RIGHTS AND DWESrIC VlOLEN~ 
Bureau File No. 44-846 

Reference is made to the letter from the SpriIlgfield Field Divieion 
to the Bureau dated Septenber 28, 1943, which requested that l.!ARrIN WAGllER, 
N .L.R.B. Regional Director at San FranCiSCO, be reinterviewed tor further 
information concerniIlg the above_entitle~tter. ~ 

Investigation at San Francisco disclosed that GllER is presently 
in ;'ashiIlgton, D. C. His address is UARTIN . GNER, c/o OS ',fiJ.:ITH, Steel 
Division Director, National Labor aelations Board, Rochambeau Building, ~shiIlgton, 
D. C •• telephone National 9716~ The Washington Field Division i8 requested to 
conciuct the interview requested by Springfield, ina8llluch as ,UGlIER will be in 
Washinbton for approximately ~*o weeks and the Springfield Office has requested 
a report in this matter by October 5, 1943. 

Reference letter deted September 28, 1943 is enclosed herewith for the 
information of the liilshington Field Division. The enolosure mentioned in the 
letter from Springfield is also enclosed herewith, which consists of photostatic 
copies of portions of the N.L.R.B. files of Chicago in instant matter. It is 
noted ~k~t Sprinbfisld desires tr~t these photostatic copies be re~~rned upon 

the 
completion ot' the interview. .Also enclosed for the 
Field Division is a copy ot' the re?ort of Special 
above-entitled matter, dated 9/10/43 at San FranCiSCO, 
of the first interview with 1fAGllER. -""";'",,' :"'::':'~S-~{""",' , ... 

W.L;.,~.a:-;.- , ....... ----~~-
-, 

For the aid of the Washington Field Division in conducting thill I • 

interview, ita attention is called to the letter from Springfield to the Bureau ;­
in the above-entitled matter dated September 6, 1943, a copy of which was directed 

iiiiilithe Washi . on Field Division. This letter and the memorandum of Special Agent 
dated ,A)lguBt 23, 1943 at Springfield, enclosed therlJll'ith, contains' 

ao groun ormation in instant matter. I 

Inasmuch &8 there is no further investigation to be conducted by th~. 
San Francisco Field Division, this case is be,ing oOll8idered as R~C'IJj_ ($I' .-

~ 
fiEWP.DED & INDJ;;XEl\]\ . 

Very truly tl0r, .. . 
.'3~:(y'~<' ~ 

Jr. J. L. PIEPER 
SAC 

(EnCII. ) 

.. 
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A , "J. , .. ', 

ar' 

Iu the toll~ tl» repo:rt1Dc .t.&ent .. acc~ecl V w. 

ap.c1al. AgeDt~ot t.be ... biJlctca J'1elcl OttlOi. .. 

lD aocardaDce with tIM ret_noe letter tn. ~ Bar"~ tile tollOll1ltc 
.1Dd1rlduala ud t1~ ,.... oOll\acte411'1tok toile t.pCM1lii "Alt., . 

. • 4· ... '":_ .' - .. ..,.,. ,_ .'~ • ~_~ .,' - ' ... -. ~ 

J:IRJJ:.lKD, ftEIIIWG, GUllI, JWtTII It 1U.I8, ~ . 
lational Preea BU1d1.Dg. 'lUhi~OII. D. C, (Telephone )Bboopo1UaD 14064) 

IDquirJ at the abon oft1oe Utera1M4 'tbat the .mar pe.rtDnr fit Uae 
t1ra _ 1Ja "'hiDctOl1, D. C. are UID T. ~ aDd LOOl8 a. CAIDrILL. 

DID or. ROLLO, 1l00a 914 Jf&t1~ Prul !nll ding, ill aD 1Dterf1 .. _ 
October 26, 1943, adrllecl that he il tam1lier with the _ C&KL Be 
ELSBOft', 1II1t t.hat he 18 not per,ona"T .~ 1I1tl& tohil 1Dd1rtdual. ' 
~er a check ot t.he I'Icardi ill bis atn.ce, be adrla.a that nbjec\ 
ELS:OOl"l" 18 a client ot t.he law t1nI., aDd tltat At tCll'De7 PIRCt II. RUSSE[l., Ir., 
1Ibo 11 DOW _ 1.0& .... tr_ the t1ra aDd 11 • I.1ftt.eDaDt,j.,. 111 t.he lJD1t..a 
Stat .. JJav;r, fOrMr~ llandled cu .. tar J:LSlI)J'F, J)Qr1q tile int.en1 .. 
ROU.O advised that. he wu not aetuallT a .. nlor partDer in tbe t1ra aDd 
referred the Agenta to LOUIS ~. CALIlWELL, who wOl1l.d retlll'D t.o .aah1ngtOll, 
D. c. on October 27, 1943 • 

. LOUIS G. C.AUJlXU., len10r pari.~r iA t.he a~ !ina, Roea 914 fattonal 
Preas Bu1l.d1ng, ... 1AtllM'1encl _ October 27, 1943, aDd acbi • .a that 
CARL II. EIS:ooIF Ita. been • eliCIt· ot the law t1.rIIl tar a Daber ot 78&r1, 
aDd t.hat &l17 1atonatiOll ill tbe:1.r poaa ... 101l WI:lI1ld be ._idered a 
prlrtlepd utt.er an4 be .. oald aot diecloae noh lnfar_t1on withRt. 
the appronl. ot nbject' XLSIIl'" biaooU. Dtzr1nl tho iAterdn, 1Ir. 

. ,,,. 

CAL!lIIELL 1Dd1catec1 that in Jue, 1942, oabject KLSBJPF 1fU ill .ashington, D.C., 
aDd in the oIt1ca ot the abon ln t1ra 111 ocxmeetlco with petitloDe. \be 
ra tur. ot which ho did not d1ac1oae. He 1Dd1cated durlllg the COCT8l'AtlO11 
that be had, during t.he daT, t.eloph0l11ca~ ccwmm'cated 1I1th nbject. 
ELSHOJI1I' aDd had permsaloD to add .. ot h1a mit. 1a -.ebiDgtoc, Do c. 
10 tarther quNtlO1l11 were .. ked ot Mr. CALDIIJ:Lt. aDd ho edrtaed that he "rd 
rathllZ' aot CiTe &r1T furtber Warw.t1CID ill rin ot \1Ie priTilepd _~er , 

.·1 >-. ", ... "., ~" •• ,.~ •. ~-~ .. , .• .' ............ ""' •. ': '.~;~.:: ..... ~ (~:,:-: .•. :~::,~' •• ~;~ ~~:.~ ,r ' ... :~:.:;.~' 

.:, ' .... " 
•• , f • 
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1Il. 
'D' 111 "'~Wo. 1). c. c:lur1.Dc the ver:!Dd 

fro. June 24th tbrOlllh ~he 26~h .t 1942, lIct t.bat it he heI:l beeIl 
du.r:!.ng that t1ae aDd had been 111 tbel.r ha. it WOI1ld baft been in 
connect.lon with • aoc1al rleit aDd tbat bu.e1Deu 1IU probab~ D4r'ftZ' 

ctillcussed, 111 Ti_ of the d1!!arent tJpes of blla1ne .. in wh1ch abe. her 
haabaDd and ... iLSlIl" wen .nppd. . 

'-"tated that Ib."u f_liar nth the Panther CneIt JIl.DN 
~v of Spr1Dc!1.ld. Dl1nou,· ezI4 tbat. .he baa De'ftr heard 
Abject m.s9JW _t.1OD 1D IDJ ..., :that h. 1IU oGIItapl&t1.Dc tbe parobu. 
of th ... lI1Ma. 

• ;,earl, 
aDd that hU occupat1aa 11 that of • bua \Ir1,. .. for t.he c.p1tal 
CORP"'V. "blr. h. baa baeD _plgyed for th. past twel,.. ;,ears. Be e4viaed 
that he 1a DOt acquainted wit.h the .... CARL H. EL8lJ)", aDd that ba does 
DOt recall &ZIT 1Dd1rldual. b,y that DUe 8'ftr harlDg bas .in hie ~, aDd 
ltated tbat b. lli&ht. hue _t h1a at __ tiM duriQl hill ooaluc:ted tOQN 
Oft%' the o1Q' 1D coanect1.eD with b1a drirtac a ., liDO. ba oft_ 
operated chart-red buases OIl .ceDic dri,..s throachoat .uh1Dgton, I). C. 
Be aleo h. haa nayer heI:l &'V tenantll 1D hie hOllll! bT the 
name 
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CJRNmIE :n.LIlIOIS srUL CCilPOlW'Ia. 
16:l6 I Street, •• lie Juh1Dcton, p. C. - (telePhOne JrW.M,1 1+'2. Wao. 6-30:42 

b &boor. OOIIPII'V'. ill the1%' .... om. 
adrteed t.bat ~..,. wmMl tra. the old 

~u, l.626 1 areet. I., earq part ot 11117, 1942, and that at 
tbe present U. the¥ oocupr the tenth new and •• ft1"&l ot.her .tace. 
tbroIlghOllt tlI. bullding. JIB natod be ... abIIent froa thl otaoo ill 
Juno ot 1942. aDd cl1d not recall the _ or CA.RL 11. ZLSlIlW. HI natod 
that an 1Dd.1T14ual. ooataot1Dg the ottloo II1cht ... ~ oontact .. of' 
•• ftr&l uploreee. 

Inquiri .. 
ottie. 
et the 
1942. ftre 

. , 

~. W. I ....... h1Dgioon. D. c. lr.leplJoD! lU.t1onal. lOS6) 

or tho St.andard Sal... jgenq tor Duplicating 
loc&tod ill that ottice tor the past 

.ight ,.ars, ad that h. hiu.lt 18 not a.cquaintec1 wi til tho _ of 

... 

HI JUd. 1DQuir7 .t hil .ale_. 
who hi etatod 18 • rolath. ot • t_ 

rell n ot ... York C1t.7, all With _p101n r.. ...... , .. 

adrlNd that be hal reaided :lD laah1ngtOll, D. C., 
tor put twellt1" eight Tars, and that he bal booD 100at.ec1 at the abOft 
addro811 sine. 1938. Be ednaec1 that he i. not. acquainted 1IUh CJRL H. 
ElSHOIIF. 

It ill to be noted that 10110II'1I:I& "TIl'al 1Dqu1ri .. with neg.tin rell1llte. 
rec'ar'C1a at \he 'aah1ngtoll Hotll ... JUdo 1V Special J.gtmt 

CD October 26, 19'-'. aDd it ..... d.toendnod tbat tbe 
pilD.uC 0039-, .. ..to OIlt ill the ratoraDO' repon of' 

:lD erro.r and .hoal4 ban booD RAndolph 0039. 
oti ..... DUllbers 1Ddicated tbat no ether orrorl bad beeD 
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..... -_IIIiIiiiiIiiiiill.·· .. 
the Johaaoa .. J'aaatt !Amber COIIP"V, 

• • • .t'Vised tbllt bis cow,pav bandl .. 
lllllber c.clu1.,.:q-, aDd does not ~ CCXltaota with coal '.,01", 
compani.. S. rel&tAd that be was DOt at all tu1J1ar with the _. 
CARL H. El8l1>WaDd that so tar as be kMW DO Mabel'll ot bis 1'aII:IlT 
or close acquaintanc .. ot bil ..... acqua1ntAd with ELSlIlW, 1D rift' at 
h1I not " ... 11101 thl __ at all. 

" 

:<;> •• ,_ otfice ren.ct.a tbIlt 
be oODtaoted ~ 
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lI~ZI"r.J 8urr ... of Inllmigatbm " 

.nlhZ, .hd". B""artml!nt of , .. dUr 

Chieeco 90. Il.l1no1. 

October 11, 1943 

Dear Sir: .Tam L.~' .t al. 
CIVIL RIGHTS AID DOIIES1'lC 
VlOIniCE 

Reference is.ade to the report or Special Alen~ 
dated 10/5/43 at Detro1 t, Jlich1ean, regardini th~ed 
atter, .ett1ng iii 
D1ViB1w to contact 
COIIlpari.CI1 or the aCCIOUllI.tB 

Reference 18 .ade to the report of Special .l&lm" 
A.,,+--, O/?C./J.*2 .+- ~"h""'agn T""-nia -~ 7' ... ",' ....... _ ... -.. -, _~ ___ j 
ducted in Chicago by Special Aleut 
~d in the investigative 
__ dated 9/1./43 at Springfield, 1ll1noie, 1Ib1ch inirii'Uitat:ron 

5~'!"Ved to cover the lead .et out in the report or Spec1al AC.t 

-' 
Accord1ng~, DO further 1nTeBtigatiOID. is be1Dg COID.ducted b;y the 
Chice(;o Office, and thl. atter 18 be1n& ccnsldered Referred l1pcm 
Completic:m to the Office oi Origin. 

~J.- : 1. 1 . 

r-__ --. CCl Springfield (.44":18) 

~I; 

li!WAii .,. 
ST.UIN 

\ 
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Jllrilnal .unau uf In"ntiD' - .' 

.nibil .tatn Il,partm,nt .d, 

'flc.shinston Field Division, 1,,::;5 X Street, 1'. 'I. 

Di:-sctDr, illI 

De,x Sir: 

Wc.shin.:;ton, D. C. 
October ll, 1943 

lie: Jcm: L f?LE';TI 5, et al 
CIVIL RIGl;.:r'S .A:.j) DO~·fTi!STI C VlOLEiYCE 
(:su..' eau J'ile ~845) 

Reference is nzAe to letter to the Director dated at San 
:rr~.ci_ ~ Ce.li:ornia, Octooer 5, 19,,3, in which it "'2.S stated t:M.t 
::J.:?.1!~,M::ER could. be located at !:loe l{c.tional Labor lielatior-s :Soad, 
l:,,-rc.·.L".~ton, D. C., t~.ro":l€h CSC~:I~. Director of the Steel Divi sian. 

to t:':"e effect tl-_~t !.:,r. 
0:: OctOber 7, 1943. ~lr. WA;;:,ER hoo. been to J.tlantic City att~d1ng 
a re ... io'·.·.1 cor..ference of the 1le.tional Labor Relp.tions :aorxd. lllld had. 
:'e=Lced in lkslrin,.:ton for only e d.?;r or tl.'O enro'<lte to end from 
At:::-. tic Ci ty. 

T'ne eru:lo~·.ll"es w:-.ic!::. acco.-.?anied. reference co=.u-.icc.tion 
,re 1e:,:.:: for\>::oIG.e;1 to the Sar. Fr:ll1cisco Fie:!.d Division in order thst 
! t ::::;" i=eii"tely bte.rview Hr. \;AG:~ as requested by the S]rir..;­
field Field Division. 

--_. 

i , , 

DErPil M"~ Z/:' Fr'r"\r:.l ,1" 

~here bei,,; no turther investiZhtion to be con.:.ucted b:1 ~~ 
t;·.e ',las:·,in:ton Field. Division, this Case is beinG cor.sidered. as :;. . 
referred upon cOD?let10n to the office of or~. '" '. 

cc - Springfield 
cc - San Francisco (Enclosures) 

(Airnail - Special Delivery) 

. ---_ .. 

J 

., 

~~!) 
;:) 5'-=N=OV=1=.J.S 1943 

,-. ,-.:-, -,;- .. " ':~;';' ~,.;, ~.", .. ~~: ,., 
~-" 

. ~--. - , ",. .: .... ~- .~ '-;: ,;.". 
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FEDERAL Bur~U OF IlVESTIGATION 

Origin SP?DlGFIELD, ILLDWIS File No. 44-i8 

Report 1ade At D!l te i'lben lIade 
Period for 
Which Made Report lade By 

Springfield, Illinois 10-15-43 --------- -~ 

'1'i tle Character of Case 

" JOlt( L. ~LEWIS, ET .lL •. CIVIL RlGHrS AND DOMESTIC .VIOUNCE 

sn: OPSIS: Records of Ce~,tral Illinois lbning Corr;pany (l5.ne "A") .• ; \
. , 

\ 
I 

\ ar,d Par;ther Creek l.!ines, rr.corporated exar.ired to '(' 
obtain III"terial under National j 

:.a!:>or Relations tates ;;n:'!lIHS(}i . 
tned to bribe him being served 

at l'ine "B" 
of continual co~plaints 

PI':':' rniners that they were beir,g beaten. He said 
ELSi10FF appeared to reserlt the presence of d9'_uties at 
the mir.e. State:1'.ents obtained from JPHN R,;-:KANE and 
JO~, JIlcCAWl concernir,g . 

.. 

cO~hact with ELSROFF. 
declir.ed to be 

o ere by n~,,,~ 

Ul.I1i • 
-p-

r 

Report of Special Agen.-.... Sprir"f'ield. ': 
Illinois, dated Septem~ 
Bureau File '44-845. & P _ ""// 

1,...;._- l / ~ ~ 
'- ~-... ... 

, . 
-, "'- '.' • ,"'- '.,.,.~ ".': '-V'-~f_ ,"-'" 'r'_ ".; ~'.' ~w!,_. , ...... ~ .. :,; •. -"-~'-' ;-- ., ... :,::~ .. !'.,:~ ,:-:.~ , .... 
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Re : JOI;J{ L. LEViIS. ET AL 

.. -.-...• ~ .. - .'-' '( 

• • 

tion was conducted by Special Agents~ 

EXAMINATION OF RECORDS TO ESTABLISH 
JURlSDICTIOl' OF THE l;ATIO!.'AL LAliOR 

RELATIONS ACT 

In order to ascertain the interstate character of shipments of ooal 
produced at Mine "A" and the Panther Creek wines. certain records of the two 
organizations were examined. 

Central Illinois !lining Company - l:ine "An 

The assets of the Central Illinoiil!lining Company. which owned and 
operated Mine "Au. were taken over by CARL LSHOFF as of September 1. 1941. 
The records of this company after that date fL 6 presently in the possession of 
CA.1tL E. ELSI'OFF. The reco,x::ds of this company for prior to that date were in 
the possession of WILLIA~YAr. former operator of the mine. Arrangements were 
made 'With l!r. RYAN to obt~in certain of :t1Je Mine "A" records prior to 
September 1, 1941. through Mr. DUDLEY C~ESS, 1520 South Lincoln Avenue, 
Springfie Id, Illinois. 1",'. BESS advised' 'that all the records at 1!ine "A" up 
to September 1. 1941. we~e prepared under his superviSion. ~. BESS is 
presently employed by CARL H. ELSEOFF. Mine "A". 

";itr. the assistance of L'r. llESS, Special Agent ~d 
lIIIIIIIIIIIiii'obtained daily Carload Manifest Sh~~ts f~ 
~o August 31, 1941. and also o~~a:r~d c?pies of the reports 
to the State of Illinois. Department of Mines, for tho S"Jlle periods from 
~. RYANts home and brought them to the Springfield O~fice where they re~in 
as or this date. 

The daily Manifest Sheets reflect all carload shipments subdivided 
~B to produced coal and coal purchased by ~ne "A" from other mines. The 
Manifest Sheets do not show any retail sales. Attached to the copies of the 
reports to the Department of ~ineB were work Sheets used in the preparation 
of these reports which were used in the preparation of the SChedules which 
follow. 

The reports to the Department of Mines include a table showing: 

Coal Loaded on Cars for Shipment 
Coal Sold to Railroad Companies 
Coal Sold to Local Trade 
Coal Used at the Mine 

-2-
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS. ET At 

The figures shown by the Mine "A" reports as coal aold to railroads 
included coal sold to the Chicago, Springfield and St. Louis Railroad, which 
was not an interstate railroad. 

The daily nanife at Sheets for the months of November, 1940 and 
March, 1941 were analyzed in detail to ascertain the percentages of coal 
cl£stined outside the state of Illinois. Only the Sheets reflecting disposition 
of coal produced at Mine "Aft were regarded. It was noted that Mine "Aft 
closed down during the summer months and, during the period it was closed down, 
sold conSiderable coal which it purchased from other mines. 

It was ascertained from the analysis of the months of Nov3Mber, 1940 
and ~larch, 1941 that the only shipment destined to out-of-state points was the 
sales made to the Wabash Railroad. 

Tho percentages det8rmined from ~ne detailed analysis of the two 
months mentioned above were applied to the total production from January I, 
1940 to August 31, 1941, to arrive at the figures shown in the schedules 
which follow. The tonnagG of coal sold to interstate railroads during the 
period January 1, 1940 to August 31. 1941 ~a8 t~ken froID the cc~ics of the 
reports to the State Depar+.mert of Fines. The disposition of: coal produced 
Ilt !fine "An during the per)cc' .''l.nuary 1, 1940 to August 31, 1941, using this 
method of computation is showr. 1.8 follows: 

to points 

Total Tons Produced 
Total Tons Sold to Interstate 

Railroads 
Total, other Sales and Used 

at Mine 

Tons 

286,901 

153,611 

133,290 

Farcentages Money 
Value 
@ $2.00 
Per Ton 

307,222.00 

266,580.00 

In terms of the total production during the period which was destined 
outside the state of IllinoiS. the follQ"Yling is set forth: 

Total-Tons Produced 
Total Tons Destined out-of-State 
Total Tons Destined Intrastate 

-3-

Tons 

266,901 
82.950 

203.951 

Percentages Money 
Value 
Cl $2.00 
Per Ton 

$573,802.00 
165,900.00 
407.902.00 

- .. -- . -, .. ~.- - ...... ,..: ','- . 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 

In determining the to~ge of coal shipped out of state it was 
assumed that all retail sales were not of an interstate character. 

Mr. BESS advised that the powder used at Kine ~A" during the 
reriod under review, as well a~ for prior years, was all purchased from 
the Western Powder Company. located within the State of Illinois. He 
further advised that practically all the mine and min..-s' supplios W'ot"o 
purchased locally. In view of his statement that the powder was purchased 
from within the state of Illinois and that most of the supplies were 
purchased locally, no analysis of the purchases by the company was made, 
since it appeared that only a small fraction of them would have come from 
outside the state. 

Panther Creek Mines, Inc. 

Mr. R. sYsn'PSON. Assistant Secretary and Treasurer, Panther 
Creek Mines, Inc •• '~dgely BUilding, Springfield, Illinois, made available 
certain records of this company for examination. 

Mr. SnlPSON advised that the records of the company are kept on a 
fiscal year basis, their year being from September 1 to August 31. The 
tyJO fiscal years ending August 31, 1942, were selected for examination to 
determine the interstate character of shipments of coal produced at the 
Panther Creek Mines. I.!r. SII'PSON advised that the daily Carload Manifest 
Sheets reflected all carload shipments of coal, except direct sales to the 
Alton Railroad. He advised that a .erarate Manifest was maintained for 
such shipments. }lr. SD.'J'SON advised that he believed the month of November 
"'ould be the most representative "'onth during the year and that 1£ the 
coal shipments during this month were analyzed in detcil, the percentages 
obtained could be applied to the remainder of the year. Therefore, for the 
purposes of analysis the months of November, 1940 and November, 1941 were 
analyzed in detail. 

The examination of the daily V~nifest reflected that all coal 
shipped to the Baltimore & Ohio Chicago Terminal Railroad were billed to 
the Chicago, Illinois office and that all the sales to the Alton Railroad 
were billed to points within the State of Illinois. Some of the coal sold 
to these tVIO railroads, h<rn'ever, was unloaded outside the State of Illinois. 
Panther Creek Vines, Inc., pay the sales tax on coal sales to railroads, 
except those sales which are unloaded outside the State of Illinois. In 
order to determine their sales tax liability, the Panther Creek Kines, Inc., 
receives a monthly statement from both the Alton Railroad and the B. & O. C. 
T. Railroad showing the tonnages of coal purchased by these two railroad 
companies which are unloaded outside the State of lilinoia~ An examination 
was made of all the reports received from these hID railroads tor the two 
fiscal years ending August 31. 1942 and the total unloadings of each rail­
road were obtained. 

.. - ~ ,--.,. '~', -'--';.' ~ .-... -, .. ., . ..., .. ,--. ._..., ., 
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Re: JOEN L. LEmS, ET At 

It was roflected by the Manifest Sheets that the sales to the 
Wabash Railroad Ylere billed to points both \'Ii thin the State of Illinois 
and outside the St~te of Illinois. ~. SIY.PSON advised that all coal 
sold to the 'l"abash Railroad is sold through the Reliable Coal CompllllY, 
Chicago, Illinois. H~ advised that a sales tax allowance is made by the 
Reliable Coal Company for coal sold to the Wabash Railroad destined outside 
the State of Illinois. Therefore, no unloading reports were received from 
the Wabash Railroad. Mr. SI1TSO~ advised that other thnn sales to railroads 
he believed that not more than two or three cars of coal per year were 
shipped outside the State of Illinois until September, 1942. Re advised 
that in September, 1942 the company began making considerable shipments to 
Kansas City, Missouri • 

The reports to the Department of Min~s made by the Panther Creek 
Co~l Company reflected that a considerably sm~ller percentage of coal 
was sold to railroads during the calendnr years 1940, 1941 and 1942 than 
was indicated by a detailed analysis of the months of November, 1940 and 
1941. It was ascertained that during these yoars only P~nther Creek Kines 
No.2, No. 4 and N'o. 5 were operated. Mr. SIMPSON advised that he did not 
prepare the coal reports to the Depo.rtment of 1~ines but that they were 
prepared at the indi~idual mines. 

The Chief Clerks et each of the throe mines were contacted. In 
oo.ch case they advised that in tho preparation of their report. they showed 
as coal sold to rnilroads only those shipments which were made as direct 
sales to the railroad co~anies. They ad~ised that this figure would not 
include coal sold tr~ough one, two or three middlemen which was destined 
to a railroad company at the mine. Through the analysis of the Manifest 
Sheets, it vms obser~ed that a considero.ble amount of coal ~as sold to the 
Alton Railroad which "as not sold direct but which ',vas hnndl<.'ld by one, two 
or three brokers in Chicago or elso":lhere. For this reason the figures shown 
by the reports to tho Dopartm~nt of Uines reflecting coal sold to railroads 
were not uBed. inasmuch ~s it did not appear that these figuros includod 
all the coal sold to interstate railroads, 

Mr. SIMPSON prepares monthly statements on various information 
pertuining to operations which he made available for examination. These 
monthly statements include figures on the production of coal at each mine, 
the amount of retail salos, the amount of direct sales to the Alton Railroad 
and 0.11 sules to the Wabash Railroad end, also, all coal loaded on cars tor 
shipment • 

As stated hereinbefore, the months of November 1940 and ~ovember, 
1941. were examined in detail end the percentages of coal sold to railroads, 
shipped out of state for railroads und other than railroads were determined~ 
~L~ ~~rr.enta~es obtained from the detailed analysis of records for these 
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Re: JOR}) L. LEWIS, ET AL 

two months were applied to the respective fiscal years ending August 31, 
1941 ~nd August 31, 1242. By this method of calculation, the figures 
shown in the following schedules werc obtained for the two fiscal yoars: 

Tons Percentage. Kaney 
Value 
~ $2.00 
Per Ton 

Total Tons Produced 990,765 100% $1,981,570.00 
Total Tons Sold to 

Interstate Railroads 460,000 46% 920,000.00 
Total, Other Sales and 

Used at Mine 530,765 54% 1,061,570.00 

The production in tcr~ of the proportion amounts which were 
destined outside U,e state of Illinois !llld which remained within the state 
is sho"m, as follows for the two yoars ending August 31. 1942: 

Tons Percenta:;es }!onoy 
Value 
® $2.00 
Per Ton 

Totul Tons Produced 990,785 100% $1,981,570.00 
Total Tons Destined 

Out-of-St9.te 103,376 10% 206.752.00 
Total Tons Destined 

Intrastate 867,409 90% 1.774,818.00 

With reg~rd to the intcrst~te character of purchases of mine end 
miners' supplies end powder of the Panther Creek Mines, Inc., th~ voucher 
register was examined for the fiscal years ending August 31, 1941 and 
August 31. 1942. Tapes wore run on the totals of these items purchased for 
the entir~ years. The months of November, 1940 and November, 1941 ware 
analy~ed in detail and the percentages of purchases from outside the State 
of Illinois obto.ined by t.he detailed analysis for these two months WIIre 
applied to the respective fiscal years. 

Although Mr. Sr;,lPSN' cdvised that he believed the blasting powder 
purchases were made from the DuPont DeNemours Company at Seneca, Illinois, 
an ex~ino.tion of the invoices received from that company indicated that 
the shipments originated at Mooar, Iowa. 

DuPont 
was Keokuk. 
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Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 

DuPont plant. Hs further advised that if the invoice showed the name of 
Mooar, Iowa, the blasting powder originated at this plant in Iowa. It was 
noted that powder makes up about ono-third of the total purchases of mine 
and miners' supplies and powder during the period. The application of the 
percentages of the detailed analysis of the purchases for the months of 
November, 1940 and November, 1941, result~d ~¥.t~dicating that approximately 
4210 of the purchases of mine and miners '/aiiij p&waer during the two fiscal 
years C9..'lle from points outside the State of Illinois, as reflected in t he 
following sChedule: 

Tottll out-of-State 
Purchases Purchases 

Vovember, 1940 $11,781.09 $5,250.06 
~~ovember , 1941 9,595.90 5,811.68 

Total $21,176.99 $9,041.74 

AFPlic~tion of Above Percentages to 
Certain Per iods 

9/1/40 to 8/31/41 
9/1/41 to 8/31/42 

Tottl1 Out-of-State 
Purch~ses Purchases 

$109,160.95 
140,240.76 

$249,401.71 

• 48,030.81 
57,498.71 

$ 105, 529.52 

Percentage of 
Out-of-State 
Purchases 

44~ 
41~ 

43% 

Percentago of 
Out-of-State 
Purchases 

The work papers supporting the data set forth heroin are being 
retained in the files of this case in the Springfield Office. 
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Re: JOHN t. LEWIS, ET AL 

INTERVIg:; TUB 
JCHN R. mlE 

~r. JDHN R. KANE, States Attorney of Saline County, 

and documer.ts ~
.. 'linois was reinterviewed bv Special Agent 

of this office when all available papers 
whic Mr. KANE either executed or addressed to him in 

connection ~ith this work for p~ as legal cow~sel were obta~Jed. Re­
freshi"f his recollection from these vario'~s documents 14r. KANF executed 
the folloV:in;; statement: 

"Statement of John R. Kane 

"Harrisburg, Illinois 
October 7, 1943 

"To the best of my recollection the follortng is a history 
of my attempts as an attorney for the Progressive Kine Workers of 
/.merica to net::otiate a contract with the Kine B Coal Co:npany of Spring­
field, Illinois which was and is nov: operated by Carl H. Elshoff. 

"I became chief legal counsel for th~OgresSive Mine 
Yorkers of America early in the year of 1938, just after the PLl!': of A 
had been certified by the National Labor Relations Board as the bargain= 
ing agent for the employees of the Uine B Coal Company of Springfield, 
Illinois. The local of PkT. of A which had jurisdiction over this par­
ti~ular mine was number 54. The PIG: of A was certified as the bargaining 
agent or union for the employees of this ffiine or or a~out January 4, 
1938. J.t this parti,ular time the mine was shut down, and had operated 
only one or two days since the initial 5ta~ sf- the trOUble on )lay 12, 
1937. Elshoff had siened a contract with tl1o/\United I'.ine "Norkers of 
America in August and September of 1937, but had been unable to open 
his mine with the Uk' of A. When I first took over as legal counsel with 
the anSVier "there is no use negotiating a contract for we are not Itoing 
to open the mine." The first legal step in this matter which I handled 
was the Stipulation and Agreement ~nich was entered into by all parties 
concerned on August 10, 1938. The Stipulation was virtually forced on 
us by the Labor Board. I adv~sed Mr. Bajork at the time that the agree­
ment ~ould not be satisfactory particularly with repard to the status of 
the 12 men of the employees of Uay 12,' 1937 who were Ul17A as far as the 
Progressives were concerned. The Stipulation did not provide for the dis= 
position of their status. Bajork advised that the UMWA also did not like 
it, but that we had better take it for we would not get as good a proposi­
tion if we took it to court, In this stipulation provided that the 
Company .... ould cease interfering with and coercing or intimidating the 
employees of that company in their effort to choose a bargaining agency 
to represent them; to cease discouraging membership in the ~ f A 
local number 54, and encouraging mem~Ship in Ul'W of A loc 7469; t.o· 
bargain collectively with the~! of~local #54 as the exclu ~ve bargainL~~ 
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.Re: JOHN L. LE\'.'IS, ET AL 

Th'TERVIE1i WITH 
JOHN R. IWlE 
( continued) 

agent of the employees of that mine; to void the 
agreements With the lJP' of A of August 18 and September 
20, 1937; to bargain F'I1r. ot It. upon request concerning 
rates of pi y, working conditions, etc. unt1l such time 

as the board would tettify another labor organiution as the representa­
tive of the men; upon the reopening of )line E will offer full reinstate .. 
ment to all employees of the Mine as of )lay 12. 1937. 'l'his agreement was 
signed by representatives of the Pik"W of A, UMW of A and the ~e B Coal 
Company. This stipulation was entered formally in an order of the National 
Labor Board on September 19, 1938. 

"T~ediatelv after the si~in~ of the Stinulation and .~reement. 
atteffipts 1I'Cr~~d;-t;-~~~ge a conf;rence-~th Eish~ff-r;iati;e to-t~ . 
opening of the mine and signing a contract. This meeting .as deferred 
until Elshoff's attorney returned to Springfield. Refreshing my re­
collection with the copy of a letter to Iiir. L. C. Bajork of the NLRB, 
dated October 13, 1939 I recall a meeting with Elshoff and his attorney 
T. J. Sullivan on September 11, 1938. At that time they stated that they 
were willing to negotiate With 'the progressives, but that they could not 
sign a closed shop contract with the PWW of It. because the order Of the 
NLRB required them to offer to each of the employees on the payroll of 
thE Mine B on tay 12, 1937 full anQ complete reinstatement to the posi­
tions they held prior to Yay 12th. They ~tated that in their opinion 
they could not sign a closed ship contract with the Progressives Without 
being guilty of unfair labor practice as the signing of a closed contract 
would make it absolutel~ necessary for th~ 12 or 15 united Ulne Workers 
to join the Progressive Kiners of America. Elshoff in this same conversa­
tion admitted that he pref~rred to s1gn a closed shop contract as there 
would be less chance of diiIiculty in the future under a closed shop 
contract; , 

"Further efforts to get negotiations under yay met with fail­
ure;.:.. I,was attempting to get an adviSOry opinion from the Labor Board 
regarding the objections of Elshofr for entering into a closed shop 
contract with the PlI'f.' of A. In th3 sUIIII!Ier of 1939 Eishoff maintained 
that1f he entered into a closed shop contract With the Progressives he 
would be in contempt 0 the Boards order of September 19, 1~3B. section 
2b. The Laber Board eventually gave an advisory opinion Which stated 
that the J!:ine B Coal Company would not be in contempt if it entered into 
a Clo3ed shop contract 'with the PWi' of Ao' On 'August 30, 1939 I sent. 
copy of this opinion to lIT. Lee Fnsel, attorrieyfor Elaboff': The Companj­
opened the mine on iovember (I. H39 00 an open shop baais., At that time 
they sent a letter olit offering eDlployment to all employees of the a1ne, 
aa of Kay 12, 1937. The Progressives did not want to go back to work'as 
we had not been ab~e to negotiate a contract with Elshoff. I'told them 
that if they did not go back Elahoff under the teI"lll$ of the Stipulation 
by which we were still boood would hire others and they would lose out. 

-9-

',' ~ -...' ~- :., -" -,'; 



i 
I 

I 

I 

! t 
r 

( () 
' .. 

Re: JOHN L. LE'''IS, ET J.L 

n;TERVIE'7'.":1TH 
JOfll' 't. YJJiE 
(cant inued) 

completely. There ~as nothing else that they could do 
under the circumstances. At my request, hov;ever. repre­
sentatives of the NLRB did make inquiry about the time the 
~~~e opened. After these representatives had called upon 

the Counsel for the mine, we received a letter from them which assured us 
that the er.;ployees v;ould receive the same rates of pay and working condi­
tions as given other Progressive Mines in the State of Illinois; also 
that there would be no discrimination at the mine and that the company 
'I"ould continue to recognize the P,t;;A as the sole bargaining agent. 

"Irr.,"ediately after the mine opened. lie attem;Aed to negotiate 
further with Elstoff. One cf the controversial points that we wanted 
cleared ~as the rr~tter of checking off dues and assessmGnts of the PMA 
from the salries of the employees. Elshof! absolutely refused to grant 
a check off unless a written authorization was obtained from the em­
ployees who were melT.bers of the p;,;v' of A granting such authority. Written 
authorizations were obtained, and on November 28, 1939 I directed a 
letter to Lee Ensel, counsel for Elshoff adviSing him that pursuant to his 
request and the agreement reached on a previous ~eeting, a great number 
of written a'lthorizations had been obtained frolt the employees of the 
mine, authorizing the c.ompany to check off dues and assessments from 
their pay, It was pointed out t~at Elshoff had agreed to meet with us 
on the matter, and I requested Ensal to tak8 it up again with Flshoff, 
and give assurance that in the future wh:n any <;!mjJloyee should /!ive a 
~Titten authorization for deductions under the check off that it would be 
granted. I pointed out that there certainly could be no reasonable or 
logical excuse for failing to carry out what we undGrstood to be a Bonifide 
proposition and agreerncnton the part of the company. After this, on either 
llcve:::ber tho 29 or 30th, 1939, I received a invitation from Elshoff to 
have lunch with him at th:: Ldand Rotel to-discuss thG check off matter, 
I went to the L~land at that time, and found Elshoff in a slightly in­
toxicated conditon, accomptL"1ied by a..'1othcr gcntl~Iila."l Thom I did not know. 
At that time Elshoff told me that he would not grant the Progressives 
the check off because he did not like the Progrcssi-Te Organization tnd 
intended to do everything in his power to destroy the organization. He 
stated that while he would deal ~~th the employees at the mine, he would 
not agree to anything that would be of any aid or benefit to the Pro­
gressive Organization. He further stated that not only did he dislike the 
Progressive organization but also did not like its officials. At that 
tiJne the f ri·,md ,mo accompanied Elshoff tried to pass the tnatter off and 
apologize for him. He n2v~r did grant the check off. 

"RefrClshing my recollection with a copy of the minutes of a 
joint meeting of the Progressive representatives and the representatives 
of the Mine B Coal Company on February 15, 1940, I recall tha~ Elshoff 
at that time stated that he would do everything possible to settle dis-
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Re: JOHN L. LEnS, ET AL 

JCEi: R. r.~JiE 
( continued) 

~ltes at the mine he would not sign any contract ~th 
the Progressive lline Workors of America and further that 
he would sign no contracts of any kind. Due to the 
difficulties that we were encoQ~tering, and after this 

lLcetin" I again requested to the Labor Board that an investigation be 
m;::de in the ncent developmer:ts of the Mine B case. On ~arch 7# 1940 
I rscsiv"d an answer frcm 1:r. G. L. Patterson Regional Director of the 
NLR3 advising that someone would be scnt to Springfield on the matter. 
As " r~'sult of this investigation, Elshoff again consented to negotiate 
~~th the Progressives. ~lthough I did not attend these meetings ~ch 
bcg2n in ~;ay 191.J, I ,,',,5 aware that th8y were being ~ar ied on by William 

.Ah'o~_k, John McCaruo, Jo~roh, JO~1ilakcr and lIi11i :>che,,"e. I was 
-~rc of th2 progress or ratr,er l;{tk of prognss acco li5hed by the 

ffie~tings, and that 11shoff would consent to nothing that would give the 
;:>rogressives any rif'hts at the mine.. These negotiations finally fell 
through on July 30, 1140 wh2n Elshoff failed to appear for a conference in 
which th·" closed shop issue was to be determined. It was on this date 
that the U1~' of A ,filed th0ir Pctiti~n or a new election. It was about 
this tiJuc that Ecl~1Lcklcbcck, Willia ansky, and others were hired at 
Kine B, and the tkletings, intimidGtio s and other acts of Viol,'ncc on 
thee part of these men ag2inst the progr2ssivEs b8gan at the mine and 
continued until after the election and certification of the United Mine 
'!:orkcrs in llarch of 1941. I nqu~sted th£ L2bor Board to ccnduct an 
investigation and on the basis of such investigation rcco~~cnd that action 
be taken agains Elshoff for unfair labor practice and violation of the 
court order on the Stipuldion and Agreement. The investigation was made 
but I could never get th:m to recommend that legal action be taken. 
'"ncn thE, hearing ~:as held to dstcrmine whether an election should 1>3 held 
or not, I could not gst the evidence relative to beatings and coercion into 
the record. I tried to get th,:m to d~fer the election until such time 
as the b~atings had cc~s€d ~d th: men would f~cl fres to vote without 
fcar or intiffiidation. The election was certified ~nd held however, and the 
Uk?: of A won.. Shortly after the U1lT of A was certified, Elshoff signed 
a closed sho~ contrllct ~th m:w, something th8t we had been attempting 
unsuccessfully to do for almost four years. Shortly ofter this and the 
transfer of /.:ine A of v:hich I have no personal knonlcdcc, I left the 
P';.1I: of A as legal counsel. 

(5) John R. Kane" 
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Re: JCHN L. w:rrs, ET AL 

INTERVIEW WITH 1Ir. JOHN lIcCAl:N, who resides 
JOm: McCAllN Street, Gillespie, Illinois, 

presently empl~\l rior Coal Company. Be 
~ interviewee! by Special Agent He stated that he was 
"years of age, his birthda" being on he ay of interview, October 6, 

1943. He via s born in 1iIiIIIIIIIIILne! has been in the United States tor 
approxinately 21 years~ naturalized citizen. He has been a 
member of the Progressive organization since its inception and prior 
to that was a menber of U.!.!.W. He has been employed in coal mines 
practically all of his adult life. 

!Jr. ).lcCAlb adV~. that he had been appointed to fill out 
the unexpi .. ed te"" of llr. EA.'t - Al:S, State Secretary-Treasurer of the 
P.M.". of A. orGanization iri 9 9 at ,Ihich time lJr. EVANS was sent to 
the penitentiary as a result of his conviction in the mine bombinr case. 
He served in that capacity until the ene! of January'in 1941. His only 
contacts with ELSHJFF in official capacity or otherwise were during the 
months of !.lay, June and July, when, as secretary, he attended meetings 
in which attempts were made to negotiate a contract ,7ith mine B Coal 
Com~ny. These attempts to negotiate ended in failure when on July JO, 
1943 : ELSHJFF failed to meet an appointment which was to decide the 
final issues in the contract. On this date the U.~.W. petitioned for 
another election at Mine B. 

lIr. ",cCAla; was able to refresh his recollections definite);' 
fro~ the minutes and notes that he took at these various meetings. theSE 
minutes are being retained in the files of this office and may be 
available if they are desired if Yr. McCANN is called as a witness. lIr. 
McCA.'W is ver;r cooperative, highly intelligent, makes a good appearance, 
and should maf:e a good witness. He executed the following signed 
statement: 

n 

to Special Agent 

"Gillespie, IllinoiS 
Octobe~· 6) 1943 

make the followll-[ voluntary statement 
the Federal But·epu of Investigation. 

nMy name is John llcCann ani I reside 
Road, Gillespie, Illinois. I have worked in and a 
ticallyall of my life. I am presently employed by the Superior Coal 
Company at Gillespie Illinois. I belonged to the United Mine Workers o~ 
America before the break in 1932 at which time I joined the Progressive 
!Jine Ylorkers of America~ I was affiliated with local number one at the 
Superior Coal Company. In Aueust or September of 1939 I took over the 
position of Secretary Treasurer of District number one which includes t~ . 

-12-



I .. ' 

I 

o 
He: JOHN L. L..."WIS, ET AL 

INTSRVIEII .. rTH 
JOHN McCA1!N 
(continued) 

whole state of Illinois of the PllNA.I "WaS to fill out 
the unexpired term of Mr. Earl Evans who was convicted 
in the mine bombing case at Springfield, Illinois; I 
held this position until about FebruarJ of 1941. 

Briefly, the t'utie s of this office were to handle the funds of the Dis­
trict, to handle correspondence pertaining to district matters, and to 
record minutes of executive board ~etings, and other meetings or nego­
tiations -r:hich the duties of my office required me to attend, and act 
in offici"l capacity. 

"During the time that I held the office of Secretary 
treasurer, I attended ~eetings at Springfield, Illinois in which attempts 
were made-to negotiate a contract pith the Uine B Coal Company of 
Sprincfield, the representatives of the Coal COMpany being lIr. Carl H. 
ElslJoff and his attorney :.lr. Lee Ensel. Oc,~assionally other officials 
of the co'"pany woule' be in attenc"ance •. These meetings were held during 
the months of /.:a" j,me and July 1940. These meetings were a result of 
efforts on our part, the PJ,r,7A offiCials, to get Elshoff to negotiate TlUh 
us ttrough the National Labor Relations board. Representatives of the 
board "lrere sent in at our request, and at a neetin!3 in which representa­
tiVeS of the P;r:A includins r.::'self, repre5entatives of the lline B Conpan)' 
of ;-,hich Els'1off was one, and representatives of the Labor Board attendee' 
Elshoff was instructed by the Labor Board members that he would have to 
negotiate with the PJl:iA, as had been decided and agreed to preViously. 
Elshoff asreed to meet and negotiate with us. 

"The first meetinG of record on negotiations was held on 
May 2, 1940 in the office .g.t Lae Ensel, attorney for Els~~. The PUVIA 
was represented by ':7illia~, president, myself, Jo~roh, board 
member for District 4, Jo~,~laker, preSident~ local Uhion number 54 
"'hich had jurisdiction over trine B, and 17illia chewe, Mine Committeemal, 
from Local Union number 54, P1J:;A. The Mine B ompa!1y was represented 
by Elshoff and Ensel. This meeting was entirel,' preliminary in which 
the various parties and whom they represented Wc~ established. 

"The second mcetin_ was r.eld on l!::' 9, 1940 at the Lalanci 
Hotel. The sat:Ie eroup as above represp-nted the PI!>;;', and Mr. S. R. 
Gourley of the Mine B Coal Company was added to those who had representet. 
the Coal Company previously. At the outset of the meeting there was a 
general discussion as to whether a contract could be consumated between 
the parties, ignoring the minority group at. Mine B which was the UlEIA 
members. Various opinions were expressed. The representatives of Plf,lA 
maintained that a contract could be consunated without prejudice to thes. 
men as they could be taken into the PMl~A organization. Elshoff main­
tained that he could not do that as a contract ~ould force these men 
to join the PMI'iA, would work to discriminate against them, and III would 
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INTEIlVIEV' .... 7TH be in conten:pt of a court order handed do'lltl in the 
JOHN McC.ANN fall of 19.38, lfhich L.~corporat€d the details of the 
(continued) Stipulation and hgree~ent entered into in 1938 by the 

m~n, p!'~'A, and the Iline B Coal Company with the Nat­
ional Labor Relations Board, which required that when 

Elshofr reopened his mine he should offer employment to all employees of 
Mine 3 as of /.:ay 12,1937. During these negotiations frolL tie beginning, 
it was clear that Ushoff was not ~;oing to agree to any proposition that 
would give the Progressives any real bar~eining rights at the mine at all. 

"':his fact or at ti tude was again apparent during the next 
meeting held on June 18, 1940 at the Leland Hotel. At that time the 
right to h~re and discharge was discussed ~~der the heading of Section 20, 
paragraphs a,b, and c. It was agreed that it was the right of the manage­
ment t<> hire and discharge but the PMV.'" wanted this provision in this 
section also "It is not the intention of this provision to encourage 
the discharge of employees or the refulsl of employment of applicants 
because of personal prejudice or actiVity in matters affecting the ?,k~ Of. 
1.'1 T('~' ~ ..... ,...,.('.(' }o,.,,~ ................ 0,.; ~" +.,..,; C 'P'\!:>'\'O+ -no '1. ...... ,,114 h!:lT.rc n!:ln tn n;T"c n,.n-
.ft. ~ ... ~~""~,l"""",," u ..... w !g,e ... "" ................. "' ......... ~ ..... ~ ....... ""' ............ 4 .... • ............... - ._ ...... r--

gressive miners when available', and this he would not agree to. After 
some discussion on this point it was agreed to cont1nnue it at other 
meetings~ wr,ich was a usual tatic of Elshoff. 

"At the next meeting June 27, 1940 at the Leland Hotel the 
matter under paragraph a, section 20 was again brought up, the Coal 
Company desiring that the ~~utes of that meeting be adopted in its 
entirety with the exception of the exception under paragraph a which had 
been put in at our insistance. The miners would not agree to this motion. 
It was agreed to discuss this portion of section 20 at a later date. 
n "as during this meeting that the matter of the ched- off r.hich aprears 
under section 36 was introduced. If apreed to this ~=c~t that the 
company rould check off the dues from the salaries of all members of local 
union #54 e~ployed at mine B. This BIshoff refuse= t~ do. This check 
off would not have affected those at the mine who ,.,:"'_"nged to pt!WA. At the 
conclusion of the discussion of this matter the co",1 ,"'mpany moved that 
section 36 be stricked entirely from the contrac:' ~ ~c agreement 'Was 
reached and it was left for further consici~ration. E:t.shoff also objected 
to this provision concerning the engineers "t. Mine B_ "No engineers shall 
be required to clean boilers without asSistdj~e, such assistance to be a 
com~tant man, selected by the Operator and r~longing to the Pk~ of A.ft 
Eis~ff would not agrpe to this paragraph anc moved that it be stricken. 
No agreement was reached and it was left open for further discussion. 
If he had accepted this Elshoff would have had ~o recognize our would hav~ 
been recognizing the PkT of A as the bargaining agent for Mine B. 

"At the next meeting July 11, 1940 at the Leland Hotel, the 
mine B Officials again asked that previous controversial subjects of 
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Re: JOHN L. LEnS, ET AL 

IlITERVI~ mE 
Jom: McCANN 

discussion be left open for furtrer discu~sion. At that 
tiILe we took up secUon 12 ,.,..hich concerned fines ~ollected 
frorn lLen.bers which would be turned over to the l.:iners ( continued) 

parae;ra;ohs 
deferrer::. 
Un'A. 

State Deeth Benefit Fund. There were two proposals or 
under this, both of which ~lshoff objected to and wanted 
This fund worked to the benefit of members of P'.,l~~ and not to 

"The meeting of July 18, B4J at the Leland Hotel was a bad one 
as far a_ settling anyting was concerned. Elshoff refused to agree to 
any provision at all which gave the MA as an organization any rights 
whatsoever. He would not agree to section 15 which provided that he would 
employ ?:n:;. members which available for Constr..lction and repairs. The 
sa-r.e was true of Co.,l -'ashers and Re screening Plants workers. tInder 
section 17 he agreed to paragraph a, which listed the types of employees 
exempted frorn the jurisdiction of Plt~A, but he would not agree to the 
second paragraph .. hicn provided for assistant air inspectors, lI'ho would 
be PI/IV of A when available. In all of these questions, they were deferred 
for further discussion. He agreed that the night watchman would be 
exer.:pt [rotr. PkTA jurisdiction under paragraph c of section 17. At this 
meeting it was a~ain moved by the miners that paragra~h 20 which has been 
discussed above be accepted. Elshoff ~ould not agree to it in any form 
which would recognize a situation which would require him to hire PWT.A 
members. 

"The meeting of July 23, was adjourned because of a cOImrittment 
on the part of Elshoff elsewhere. We reconvened in the afternoon of the 
same day, and the miners moved ttat section 36 pertaining to the check off 
be accepted. Elsehoff WQuld not accept and moved for an adjournment until 
President Keel of the Fl,"" could be present. We finally consented to this. 
The next meeting was schedwed for July 29, 1940. r;,jwcver on that date 
Elshoff w~~ted to call it of~, saying that it was tc hot to sit in 
negotiations. At PreSident Keck's insistance we ~c~-~t the mine, at which 
time ... e discussed the closed shop feature with Els""f:. PreSident Keck 
accused Elshoff of not dealing in good faith under ~h2 terms of the stip­
ulation and agreement, and that he was enco'.lrag::'ng n'E, .. D~rship in the Ull\H, 
and discouraging membership in local 54 P}.Y of "., T.l .. Company and Elshoif 
still contended that the closed shop contr<:ct would j:!.ace them in viola­
tion of the National Labor Relations Act as ~t would force the minority 
OO':A members to join the Progressive Organ::'!.2tion. He wanted to know 
just what kind of contract short of a clo3ed shop contract would be accept­
able to the Progressives. \I'e met later at th€ Leland Hotel where Presi­
dent Keck proposed that the hiring of men be decided on the basis of the 
referendum vote of 1937 at which time 404 voted Progressive, 25 UMiA, and 
2 for no union. This would have required the company to hire 16 men who 
belonged to the ~~A union to one who did not belong to that Union. 
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Re : JOHN L. LEnS, ET AL 

I1:7ERVrE':;" ':HE 
JOEl; IlcCA:", 
( continued) 

Er,sel did most of the talking, saying that they wanted 
to hire ~en irrespective of their union aff~l~ations. 
Elshoff said that they needed men out at the mine and 
that they were not gOing to ask a man to which one he 

belonged before hiring hir." After much discussion Elshoff stated that 
h£ would give us his answer on the following day, 

"On the next day July 3J, 194) after waiting at the hotel for 
sometime, we callout of the mine and ~ere told by Gourley that Elshoff 
was out of the city. It was on this date that the Ll'MV'A p~titioned the 
labor board for a new election. It _5 abo'lt this time that the beating 
began at the mine in which Un:A organizers beat and intimidated Pro­
gressives. Fro::; that time we were never able to negotiate further with 
Elshoff, and I personally did not attend any more meeting at which he 
was prcse:,t for the purpose of negotiating a contract. It is nry under­
starlding that the m:V:A simply took charge of the mine at that time up 
until the time that they actually signed a closed shop contract with 
m:;:A in March of 1941. 

"I have rea::! this statcm"nt which consists of 5 pages and to 
the best of my knowl"dgc it is true and corrE!ct. All dates and notes 
of meetings contained h€rein ""rEo taken from the record of the minut~B 
of such meetings which I attended and took down in my own hand?lriting. 

Signed. 

John !.;cCann 

-16-
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RE: JoIN L. IEIITS, ET AL. 

occasion 
.'orkers. 

also recalled that he was approached on at least op.e 
'1,~~~~~~:':~;' District rresider,t of District 12, United Mine 
ul of ED1WJl3Oli 's comments Dr denands on that oc-

casion was, "The 
Company and that 
of Mine B." 

United Fine iiorkers had a contract with the J.iine B Coal 
the Progressives should be ejected from the premises 

I'he only arrests that . ~ing ma~e upon 
the mi~' operty were t~.o . during of 1937, ,','len J~tauIESE, 
OOGH ~",UALE. and lIltT ". ~:LICH were arrested for ca:'" ying concealed 
weapon .;.LBAr::SSE and d ..:UALE were United )ti.ne ;Iorkc:"" and GRM:LICH 
was a rrogressive miner~ 

In general, -'as somewhat 5Y!"-r.>'.".r:~'jc to the situation 
of the Progress~ve miner~ime, stating tt;>\. r, f"lt the mana<sement 
was deliberately refusir:g to put them back tc wec"l. 

__ ,as questioned closel", :.rl 1\:1 endeavor to ascertain if 
either ELS~ETTI ever committed them~elves~ that the~ 
,",ould never operate the mine with rrogressive miners~maintained 

-17-
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Re: JOIN L. LEifIS, 1T AL. 

4IIjton
F"~' nu-':-e" . • that he never had any conversations of this sort With 

either of the two subjects and that his impression 
regarding the situation was obtained from the fact that 
all of the employees of Cine B were Crogressive miners 

and appeared at all times willing .to go back to work, but that the company 
simply refused to employ them as Progressives. 

~ir~ the course of this inquiry Agent had occasion to cheek 
the recorcs of the United States District Court Clerk's Office, where a 
copy of the testimony given ir. the hearing before Judge J. LEROY A~IR 
at ~uincy, Illinois in December of 1937, was obtained. It was noted that 
the Progressives in thEir defense subpoenaed the States Attorney, the 
5heriff, and Deputy Sheriff HART, in an effort to establish that there was 
no violerce at the Dine. HART testif~ed at that time and the substance of 
his testimony was th3.t there was no actual violence during all of the 
time that the sit-down strike was carried on at the mine. There was 
no indication that HART had obtained 3.ny infor!!l!ltion which would reflect 
that ELSilOFF had ever mde any st3.tements that he 'Would never deal with 
the Progressive miners again or put them back to work in his mir.e as members 
of that union. 

nt.e'rv1e~'eC! in detail by al Agent 
uffice, but at that time was unable 

definite ir:forne t10n concern· 

•

' '..,,, the p"'rtinent period, stating that 
he had no occasion to t;,lk to any of 

t e subjects in this case. 
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Re: JOIN L. LEiIIS, ET AL. 

lNTERVIE.1 WITH Mr. ALFRED H. GREENING, States Attorney for Sangamon 

~
L.FRED H ~lNG. County, was interviewed at his office in the Comty 

Court House on September 27, 1943, by Special Agent 
)dr. GREENING advised that he was States Attorney during 

the per~od of December 1940, January and February 1941. He was very straight­
forward in his statements concer~ing the situation and it is felt that he 
would make a good witness for the government. 

Mr. ~,ING advised that he was directly responsible for the 
"'heriff's being ordered out to 1iine B to protect the miners. His action 
W3S prompted by continuous complaints on the part of Progressive Mine 
;,'orkers that they were being beaten by the United lline Worker officials. 
·"hese officials who were alleged to be doing all the beatings w~he 
same, and their names are as follOWS: ClJ,IRLES BOHilNNOO, "CtJroEu 'ER, 
WILLIAM .LMiSKY and ED HECKLEBECK. He stated that one l'rogressiv , JOE 
GEDt:AN, was seriously injured as the result of a beating down in the mine. 

-,0 t,he,r, S,WhO c~i~~~~ mad~"~, mp1ai,nts that ~¥y were beaten~e " IftlITHEI'i ..f( CONSOLO, S1'E
1LL
., ANl,~LLIEFF, CMME~n;.ZO, NICHO ' K, Jl,MES 

~~Z~~~!~T~~:~: .\-.. ~ ~~K~r~"~~~~ ~~:::::E!~~~~~~~ ~~" ,i~;" ...;r. ul\.!:.J:J.-..u'o{\J" ,:iiCiJ.O t.-lJi.:l-J., ut' jJ t'~t:'J.l'-'t'U w'lCClt:< ,-,o,.;ll::;;;) wu 0. ... yc;,o.vw v ........... ~ u ...... J __ 

the form of a general conspiracy on the part of the United Wne ;'iorkerll 
but that a No True Bill was returned. He advised that it would be im­
possible to try the cases individually. He said that in every instance 
where ir;i tially there would be only three or four tmi ted ~e liorkers 
involved in the beatmgs, that he was certain, from past experience, at 
the time of the trial there would be at least a dozen United Mine ;iorkers 
present to give perjured testimony to get these men out of trouble. How­
ever, he did file at 1e~st two informations before the court. In every 
inst~nce when a United Mine Worker was arrested, such as LhNSK1, BOHANNaN, 
HECKLEBECK or BIJ1:DARNER, arrangements for bond or bond was posted by 
RAY EDb'UIDSCN, President of the thi ted lline -;iorker:;;. 

", .. ben the Sheriff was first sent out to the mine to protect 
the miners, "'T. GRUNIMJ said he mderstood from Sheriff EIEISCN that 
ELSHOFF had objected to this. ),fro GRiIDlING stated that he called EISHOFF 
on the telephone and ir.forred him that members of the &heriff's office had 
been £lut there to protect the mati. ELSHOFF questioned whether or not the 
5tates Attorney had the right to do that and whether he had jurisdiction 
over the mine. }Jr. GREENlliIG stated that he asked ELSHOFF if he didn't 
want his property protected and ELSHOFF still inSisted that he did not 
feel that the States Attorney had acted within his authority and GREENING 
informed ELSHOFF that regardless of what he, ELSHOFF, thought of it the 
~heriff and his Deputies were going to remain out there to protect the men. 

-21-
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Re: JOIN L. LE;/IS, ET AL. 

INTERVIEW WiITH 
kLFRED H. GRmIDG. 
(Continued) 

It was apparent, Yr. GREENING said, from ELSHOFF's 
conversation, that he resented the action taken b.1 
the States ... ttorney and the Sheriff. 

-22-
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Re: JOHN. L. LEVilS, ET At 

COMPANY 

of ~erica Local #1, whi over the employees of the 
Superior Coal Company at Gillespie, Illinois. These men were alleged to 
have been very active during ~ay of 1943 when the United Kine Workers 
were on strike. These men, according to report, made long 8~ches at 
meetings of the union endeavoring to persuade the members of the ~ 
gres~ives to go on sympathy strike with the United Kine Workers. ~ 

,.......stated that unquestionably these men were working ~~th the Uhited 
~·orkers in this particular Progressive local. No eVidence, however, 

had ever been ~hOW that they were in the pay of the United 

~~!e:~r~r~M~ s~:~e~l!~~ ;~:~~e~a~h: ;;~:: ~~fih~~ted 
~ine Workers. This element had been present at the time the local voted 
to go Progressive and had joined the Progressives by force of necessity, 
if they wished to retain their jobs under a closed shop contract such as 
is negotiated by min.ing anions i~ Il1inois= 

Superior 
Coal same lines. 
He c the fact there so-called left wing element 
organized by sympathizers wit ssive Local #1, who advocated 
the return to the U.Io!.W. of A. stated that some of these 
men were outspoken in their belie , they had to remain members 
of the present union as long as that union had the bargaining rights to 
the Superior Coal Company. The Superior Coal Compan~ is a large mine 
having four shafts in the vicinity of Gillespie and employing approxi­
mately 4,000 men. It is a subSidiary of the Northwestern Railroad Company. 
Being a large corporation and financially independent, it was not susceptib~c 
to such an approach as was made to the Solomon Brothers of the Panther 
Creek 11ine, Inc. or to Carl H. Elshoff. The activity of the United )line 
V.orkers seemed to be centertd wholly in the fostering of the left wing 
element. Strong attempts had been made to swing this local and the entire 
state organization of the ·Progressives over to the United Mine Workers. 
At one time the left wing element held a joint meeting with the United 
~ine Workers. ThiS, however, ~as strongly censured by Progressive officials 
and the men were effectively brought back into line. 

the officials, 
were expelled 

~~·,,~,.a~ the return of Progressive locals 
to the United Mine This particular local at Gillespie 1s 
conSidered a stronghold of th~ Progressives inasmuch as the organization 
originated in that town during September of 1932. 
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Be, JCIiN L. w,ns, ET AL 

bl e..,....-

So far asllllllllllllknew no appr~h had ever been made 
by officia~.I.!.W. to officia:,s of the Superior 
Coal Company relative to possible collaboration with the 
United Mine Workers in the organizatiryn of the Superior 
Coal Company. This mine is unquestionably the coal mine 

that 0' LEARY of the U .1l.Vi. had in mind when he stated tr.at United was 
interested in four coal iUL'1es L."'1 lllinois, the !!i."le 13 Cual Oompa..Y'!YJ 1ii.Il~ A. 
Coal Company, Panther Creek Mine, and a big mine down in the valley with 
four shafts. 

Incidental to the interview with JOm, McCANN, former State Secretar) 
of the P.ll.W. of A., Mr. ~cCANN also verified the fact that the U.I.!.W. con­
centrated their efforts of fostering a disunity in the f.W.W. of A. at 
Gillespie through the left .r~ng element which consists dlmost entirely of 
U.M.W. sympathizers. 

PErmING. 

-:31-
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Re: JOHN L. l£n'1S, ET 1>.L. 

SPRINGFIELD FIELD DlVISICl'l 

~VELOPED UAD 

?., 
U 

At springfield, IllinoiS 

Will conduct the investigation outlined in Bureau letter 

dated october l2, 1943. 
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TITlb: JOIl}: L. LE.as, ET iU.. 
CASZ: CIVn. ltIGHTS AND J)(1:ESTIC VIoLSNCE 

JATi 10/15/43 
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LOCAL #54 
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SAN FRANCISCO 

.' . ' 
"',' - . , 

! 

:,l~;;~;, 
.-J:: ~... i 1'1',' 

Title: , I • .' 6-
.11F.-1 r...: 'Lwrs, RAY -W~ON, WALTER J. 
(f!JAl5S, Official f! oL the~ni t.e1 l'ine Wor"u" 
of Al:Ierica; CARL !.itLSR0FF OImer 

Synop .. is: 

,,~ 'i 

~IN ~AGlfER. Regional Director, ILRB. San 
Francisco,' reinterviewed concerning Uine -A" 
controversy. An~r8 to all questicns pro­
pound~d of no probathe aid in 1n.tant 
inve~tig8tion b~causa WAGN3R conducted no 
active field investigation in the Vine "A" 
controversy due t., the fact that the P.}.'.". 
withdrew their char:ea before he had a chance 
to conduct any investigation. Intervi~8 

, , 

./ 

• 

wi th EbMtlNDS0t: and ELSE OFF were made at the ' 
h.tter's own instance, were held in Chicago ana 
were productive of no informatipn which showed 
improper activities or irregularities on their 
p&rt. l"'tAGN!:R did ch!!ck the nlil\ity of the 
&rfidavits secured by th9 WGrkerJ of Mine -An 
and determined t~a~ the U.~.~. tpparently did 
have a bona tide ~jor1ty or the workers of 
)line "A" at the time the contract covering 
~ne -An _I n"~t1ated with EL9!!:"PF. ' 

Approved and Special #.gent 

(i.,.. Bureau AXSO) 
4- Springfield (ANSO) 
6- Se.n Franc-ilea 

"'\ 

-
(Enel.)· 

".': ". ,"-.-, ; 
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San Franciscc Fila ~4-19 

Reference. 

Details. 

Report of Soacial Agen~ 
dated 9/10/43, at San Fr~a. 

Springfield letter to Bureau dated September 
28, 1943. 

San Francisco letter to Bureau dated Orto~er 
5, 1943. 

Washingt~n Field letter to Bureau dated 
October II, 1943. 

The inetant investigation is predi~ated upon a request 
from the Springfield Field Division that llAiTIN "".AGlER, Regional 
Director of the 'Tatienal Labor Relations Board at San Francisco, be 
reinterviewed for comolete infc~_aticn in hi. possession concerning the 
controversy between the Subjects ELS:{CFF and ED!!UNDSON with the P.~·."V. 

over ~ne "A". In requesting this investigation the Springfield Field 
Divisicn set out six questions Which were to be asked ~AG1~R. The 
fint question 18, "Did ELSEOFF indicate Whether he or OSCA~LC!;:TTI. 
his Superintendent, had indicated to any of the former employees of 
Hines A that he hoped to mine the seat:! of coal in Vine A from Mine -81" 

"rAGllER, who was reinterrie'll9d by Special Agent~ 
and the writer on Oct~ber 18, 1943, advised that he n~ver , 

FAIFETTI during his handling of the instant case and did not 
rem",rber that ELSHOFF told him of' maJqng any such statement to his 
employees. 

In res~onle t~ questi~n 2 which reads, -2. Did 
ELSFOFF indicate whether he ~r FAL~ETTI had advieed any fOTDer employees 
of l~ne A cen~erning the belief that he was not Obligated to hire any 
of th~ former employees of Nine A since he had not taken over a 
corporaticn but had merely pur<:h&.sed pome of the B!Sets of the cor­
porati~n~n, ~AGNER stated that he hed n~t. He advised that he was 
certain of this because an admission of this lert w~uld admit a 
viol._tion of the NLRB regulations and ViAGtrR would have written up 
this admission of such a violation. ' 

A third question which reads, -3. Did ELSHOFF l~dieate 
to ""AGlER whether he would have deelined tc. operate }:ine A t.hrou~ 
its own ahaft if tho former employ3es of ~ne A had not switched 
affiliations from p.lr.A. to n.:'.1'i. '". WAGN"'...R anawered thh question 

\ 

\ 
\ 
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i 
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"ne!' without any hesitations on the 881M basis tha;t he &!ls_red question 
2 above. In this connection, he stated that the P.M.W. wi.thdrew their 
rharges aglJ.inst the U.~.!.y;. and ELSHOFF before WAGN'?R got to S~ringf1eld 
fr= Chicago to conduct an aetiv" neld Inveetigaticn. lQGNER never 
determined What reason P.M.W. ne.d for suddenly di8~ontiDUing their 
charges. E~ v~ntured the opinion that it was probably merely a . 
practicai relliitlltion that for wh~tever the reason the F.!~.l;. men .t 
':ine "A" had deserted the P.:,.,.,. end there wa_ nc use in apeading time 
and money in an attempt t~ win them bark. He atated, however, that In 
view of the present inve.tigati~n it ~ght very well have been that 
this _s~t the real reason fer the withdrawal of the PS.1!. complaint 
by ;ILLIF·~CK, President, on IYecember 13, 1941. 

Ou~"tion number. reads a. roll~: "4. It i. noted 
that 6il)T':~S0l1 stated b ';\A~'r;R that the employees of Hine A 'Were 
undoubtedly afraid that ELO"('FF would !!line hiB newly acquired ·proper1;y 
throu/:" :~ine E, and that to avoi" this they came to hir. ane .igned 
ap?lications for member.hib in t"e tT.!l.'!'i.A. wAG1>~ should 1:" asked it 
3D:?.TlJ ryS -N explained .my the dne A employees undoubteOly ~ad thi! tsar. 
and also wheth3r ED}~NDs0N explained why the ~ine A e~ploye~s felt that 
they could correct the situation by eoming to hi~ and signing appli­
caticns for memloership in th~ U.".~'.A. ~AC;NE" should abo be askod 
whether ~Dl~D,ON indicated that he or any other U.Y.~. ofticial 
fostered any prcpagan1e which ~uld lead ~~e }~ne A ~mDloy~es to believe 
that ~ine A would be operated if they signed up with U.M.V>." ~ anenr 
to this multip19 question »AGtl=:R atabd that his interviews with 
ED~':J'iD5Ql! and ELSHOFF were each maee at their 0'Rn inst/lllce; t>,at th9}' 
occurred in Chi~ago, Illinois, rather than in Springfield end ~re 
undertaken by EL~0FF and EDI~~DsrN in defense of their own activities 
pri~r to any investigation by 7AC;~R. In thie c·nne~tion WAGNBR 
explain>!! that followinl': th? filinlC of a rharg" by the P.~~."I'" the 
NLRB regulation. pr~vide that the party def~nding th· charges mllFt be 
notified of the filing of a r~plaint. He stated th~t thAan~r 
t6 ~ll the questions r~ntain'd in qu~~tion 4 was"no.- Ha advised that 
had it beeD atherwise he would hsve conducted Berns field Investigati~n 
in spite of th" fact that the ".r:.w. shcrtly thereafter withdrew their 
charges. 

Queetion number 5 reads es tollcnrs: "l'iAGNT:l .heuld be 
asksd Whether he inqUired of either ~~.rrnfDS0N or SLSHOFF to deterftdne 
Whether U.:,'.~. he.d any financial interest in lIine A. If WAGNER did not 
_Ice such inquiries h~ should be asked Whether either 1!:lln'llTDSCN or 
ELOECPF vclunteered any information indicating that the assets of 
rune A _re in fact Olm"d by n.!!."'. throu!;tt llDRKE, their attt'rney". 
WAGNER's a!l!P\fl!r ilo the above question wr.s definitely "no" and. 
l'lAGt8R reitented hi! statement that had either 

\ 
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3D!.'U!'DSOI1 of ELSROFF volunteered any such infcnnation as this be would, 
have !Cone &head and conducted some further investigatbn in the matter' 
in spite of the fact that the final result of an NLRB investigation i. 
merely remedial and ~ot punitive. ' 

, The sixth question reads, "It 'l.'AClI8R .indicates that he 
hac no information concernin: the ownership of the .ssets of Mine A 
by U.Y.". be should be uked whether the possession of such infol"l!lRtion 
at the time.of his investigation would have made any difference in his 
official actions conoerning the matter". WAGNER's answer to this 
question was "yes" for the reasens previously set out 1lcove. 

In c('nclusion 1':AGNER advised that in v1e~ of the fect 
that the P.~~.W. complaint had been dismissed and becau.e the llLRB's 
fUnctien in such a matter was merely remedial, he ecnducted nQ further 
investigation in this contr~versy cth~r than cheddng the af'fide.vi ta, 
signatures and payroll record. of th~ U.~.W. and Vine "An at Springfield 
on a sucsequent date to determine tc his own satisfaction whether in 
fact U.F.'. had a bona fide majcrity or the workers in !~ine "A" at the 
time th", agreement between the U .li. "i. and ELSROFF wu entered into. 
Re stated that the results of hi" investigation in this matt~r 
cleerly established a bona fide ~~jcrity and he did not carry the matt&r 
any further. 

I 

. ~ - -, . 

ENCLC'SURES: TO m:': SPRHTClFIELD FIELD DIVISION 

Hlotostatic copies of tho NLRB's reports of . 
MARTIN ."AG~ previoudy furnished the San 
Francisco Offioe by Springfield and returned 
at their own request. 

REFERRED UPON COIJ'LETION TO TIlE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 

..."....--
'l'CC;OO:MRB;Jl( 

. ".- -,.,,-. 

IOT_ber 4, 1943 

lie: John L. Ln1s, flo al 
Cirll lI1ghts and Dcaelltic 

ViolenC! 

Jto~. T'r'tK:T .•.•••• ----­
Mr. A~ .•. __ ·.·_· 

Mr. Carfll.OA •••••• _.--

Jdr. H"ndOll _._. __ ••• 

Mr. Mwt ford ._._ .. ,_ 

M:r. e·arke __ ••••• __ •• 

"\r. ~Ui"DTII:IIla._._ 

.l thorollgh stUdy has been aade of the underl11ng 
statutes which the Criminal J>in.iClll coot.emplated llsiDg in the 
prosecution of this cue. I ban discu .. ed these probl.1 '!11th 

li the Attorney General and the Solicitor ~neral, and it 18 our 
concll.\.lion that no further innllt1gatiCill 18 prelentl¥ necell&l7. 

I wilh to uprell ~ appreciatiCill to JOU and to J'OUl' 
agents for the lolepdid Jm YOU han done in the innst1gat.iOll 
of thil difficult and caaplex cal.,. 

.. , ' .," ~. ' . 

I 



~~I.II __ _ 

'I". ~o(f'7 __ _ 
Ilr. Glaytll __ _ 

1/ -11' , 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF DlVESTIGATI~ r 

DATElomeher 5, J94~ 

lh.La4~ 
lb. NIcIa\,E::..-__ 

::: :;::; '1 I
r 

Ur. Canoll ___ _ 

I 
}. 
I mmwnmv FOR THE DIRlL"lUI, 

RE, .JOlIN L. ~,- ~ al 
CIVIL RIGHI'S UD JXIIESTlC 
VIOIniCl!: 

Reterence is JUde ~ ~ at.tached _lIOrandlDl ~ J"OIl trca 
Assistant Attorney General Tom C. Clark adrt.1l1g \bat DO f\u't.ber 
investigation in t.he ahove case 111 presently DeCe88ar,r. 

In this connection I t.bought :rou would be 1ntares~ 
t on the e~n:tng __ ot !ov~~_4, 194~,.~~o~ 

contacte<1 D7 1Ir. l'. C. CO.Leun or t.bIJ Crtlll1M I D1V181ao 
Ni;ar'tmomt 1Ibo advised t.hat it. D01r appears that there will be 

DO prosecution antert.a1ned 1D th1II caee. 

Vr. Col"!!!!!n tnrthl!!' Myhed 1'.""1'. hoi tal 1'. -tha 111 11 _ ......... 
&8 t.hs Departmental headB t.houglrt. t.hat the Bureau had conducted 

utter, but that. t.he 4ttomq Qmeral'. desire ~ pJ'OIIe"!!te the e 
had apparently been o'ftlrruled by -_one YIIq upst.airs". 1Ir. C01eun 
int1mate<1 t.hat thi. decillion bad been ada by the Pra81dat.. 

411 :rou Jcnow the Buruu bas caoducted and hall c0llP1eted 

Ur. B."401l,.,.-__ 

Kr, V\llllfor4_ 

Kr. Harbo I L. 
Ilr. 8tarke __ _ 
Ur. Qal1lll Tamm_ 
T.le. B.001ll __ _ 
Ur. N .... __ _ 
Ki .. Bulam __ _ 
141 .. Ga,,4y __ _ 

an extend., inyestigation 1D ~ Cllpt.iaoed _tt.er at. the request of the 

~~{O::::\:th A.C:;~~~~~ ~~~ ;: °i~~;~;ie~ l!!f 
IllinOiS, cOD6P1red in vi t on ot the Ci'f1l Riprt.. Statutes ~ 
1DjI1re and oppress Elebott's urplo;rees in the tree axerc1lle ot tba 
rights secured to t.I-. under the llat100al lAbor lielatiClll8 4ct.. 



~'. 

, 
I , o 

( 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

xxxxxx xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 

PagelS) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statementa, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 

Deleted under exemption(s) ...... b#-.J.L;c....= ___ b .... '7-LD .. · "'-________ with no segregable 
material available for release to you. 

Infonnation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 

o Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only . 

. ~ 0 Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 
_________________ , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 

Pagels) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 
__________________ as the information originated with them. You will 

he advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 

Pagels) withheld for the following reason(s): 

o For your information: 

xxxxxx 
XXXXXX 
XXXXXX 

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 

't 4./ - 't cr .:;- - /S(? 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

I DELETED PAGE(S) I 
NO DUPUCATION FEE 

FOR THIS PAGE 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

P',U I "OJ 



i. 

( 

I • ............ - 1IlzoM\oI', hdInlla •• et ~ ..... , 
" . 
• 

a.rw.. s.. ... te IIW ~ .I.DD'.UIA * ... 
eDUu.cs _~W, JVU' ftle 1Io4-uJ, .... ill ~ .... .,.. ..... ... _t.ed .,.,.... " 19U, ""fSA1a, ... , _ twa Yw iD, .. U .. liOD .... ... 
eeDdIMJW ill We .... 

.,... AN ,"_Utll4 
ot u. Npk-\ e1' Spec1a1 qIIll1II 

. b'le- a\ tun. Iodt, U-'." 
III •• DII ..... w1\b edftoe ...... tlrraa,... _ fllrtbr ~ 

UOD wiU lie aenI'AoW ... W. _, ... . 

IDal.ot ... r 

-., ., 

..., 
r-' 

_ , •. 'n,·', 

j, 
7 
c: 



i 

". "- .. ".,. : ... ,.; ......... 

JOHN ~DGAR HOOVER 
OIItIECTOfiI: ( ('() cC.1IT 

IIr. T.IIOD, __ _ 

3 

.J~brral lIureau Ilf Inllmigation 

IInitrb "tah. Bl'partml'nt III Juniu 

••• l}ingtlln. II. C. 

November 11, 1943 
\ 

- ...... ~ 
o 

RE: JOHN L. IEr.IS, ET AL 
CIVIL RIGID'S AND OOMESTIC VIOLSNCE 

There are attached 17 copies of a chart entitled 
,,-ChronolOgical Sequence of Significant Events," which were 

of the CrjJninal Division of the Depart-

IIr. E. A. TalDDl_ 
lit. CItU __ _ 
IIr. 01..,1., __ _ 
II,. Ladd ___ _ 

lit. Nichola I .. IIr. R .... __ _ 
IIr. T"'7 __ _ 
IIr. C.rI08 __ _ 
Kr. Co(f., __ _ 
IIr. BoadoD __ _ 
IIr. J[ramu __ _ 

II,. IoI~Ouire_ 
M!'. Barbo_' __ 

IoIr. Qui"" TOIDDI_ 

T.It. R •• m __ _ 
Mt. N .... __ _ 

III .. B •• bm_ .. __ 
loIi .. C."cly __ _ 

ment The attached charts are 8mall copies of the 
large apprOXimately 3O"X4C" and which was trans-
mitted to tre Department by memorandum dated September 29, 1943. 
These small copies of the chart were prepared for possible trans­
mission to the Sp~_~gfield Office tor UBB in cannect10n with 
grand jury proceedings. 

In view of tre fact that the Criminal Division advised 
by memorandum dated November 4, 1943, that there would be no 
further investigation necessary in this case, the attached 
charts are being retained in the file in the above captioned 
matter. 
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SlGMlflCANT 
DAns 

Chro~:::~:=: cd ,t'~~;'~"'K'~~ "1931 :~:~:-
[)fC', .$1,000 
OK. 18. -$5,000 
DEC 241,· $1.000 

,,' , 

1938 
-----------------$140,590-

1938 

1939 

JAN. 1ft, .$5,100 
AAR I, . $_,000 
MAR. I, .$3.000 
MAR 15, .$":>,001) 
,A.PR. 22. • $ 5.000 
IlIA Y Ib, • $ 2,500 

JUN.&. -$~ 
AUG, -$._ 
OCT. J, -$13,000 
NOV." .$1,100 
NOV. 1, -$7,100 
OK S, -$7,D'lO 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 
P.nt ..... 
C .... " 
Mine 

$80,000 

Mine "A-

$89,000 

J"'N. 'I, -$1 ,000 
He. 15, .$6.000 
F\;:B, 27. -$1000 
MAR "', -$ 2,.500 

: " ..... 11''-

APIt '8, -$1,(lOO 
JUN. 27, -$l.5OO 
AUG', .$''''''' 
S,P8, -$2,500 
NOV. 2, .$2.UO 

J""~ _$~ AUG. 7, -$'_ 
JUL 10, .$5,000 OCT. I&. -Sb,lXlO 
AUG. J, -$ 1,000 DfC n, .$20..000 

MAIl ", -$Ie.ooo 

Mine "8-

1939 ---. 
fIIIV.'_ .... 

IIlUKMS ora ... 

1940 

.... 14CLOSa ... 

1941 
IULW. 

1942 

1943 

.. 1 
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.leberal Bureau of inUnitigation 

.uildl 8iatd Ilepartmeut of Ju.tin 
Springfield. 11J1 0018 

IJoTUber 16. 191.3 

Dir.c:t.or, FBI 
~ 

II: J0H5 L. LEWIS, ft1L 
CIVIL BIGHTS AND OOIIESTIC YIO:fZN(~ 

Dear Sirl 

Inu""ch u the abon eDtitled cue hu bwn placed 10 
-cloaed- .tatu 10 this ot!ice l1IIder •• pu-ate 
coftr ODe COPT or Special r.port datecl 
Sep~r 23. 1943. which... COUI:IWI, 
Special 1.N1.et.aat to the .lttOrDeT General. 

Tery trulJ' JOII", . . ~1~G . __ -. -n 'C' &-f'_ ~,,\...ot a . . -., ~--~~''''-

, ,. -~ 
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TOM C. CLARK 
"""".JWT A~ a...&L 

J 

uLI.I 

December 2. 194~ 

l!E!!.O!'.ANlJUM Fill. THE DIRECTOR 
1:§PP.Al.._!lill'.Ei'-UOF :rNVJ':ST;{GATION 

~ 
Ite I John L. Lewis. et -.1. 

In lIIer:lorandum to you dated July 20. 194~. the 
BureRu was requested to undertake investigation of this 
case and. if possible. to complete the investigation b.Y 
October 1. 1943. It was recognized then that" this re­
quest imposed a task of extraordinary diffioulty. As 
was stated in the m~ore.nduo to you of August 19. 1943. 
investigation by the Bureau was "undertaken in a spirit 
of aohievinc the impossible." By the end of Septamber. 
the investigation was oomplete. 

Th~ Bureau deserves great oredit for this 
aChievement. 

, 
I' 

. II 
t: 3 1943' 

,,- _.' 

Respeotfully. 

-" - -, .' .... -- . '--, --'_. 
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... lInal 5unau of lnuJ'Stigation 

1tnitJ'lI itat ... Il"purim!'nt of lUBlin 

Director, F.S. I. 

DearSirl 

Springfield, Illin01_ 
July 12, 1944 

fJ) 
Re I JOHN L. LEYiIS 

(j UNI TED KIllE Yj ClRKEllli OF AllER lCA 
CIVIL RIGHTS .&lID DOMESTIC VI~E 

The &.1reau is advised that on July 10, 1944, Mr. liA~WllDSON, 
former rresident of Distriot 12 of the United Mine Workers of America, 
Springfield. Illinois, and now a leader of the autono~ aDVem4nt among 
the U .)l.W., oalled at this o!'fioe and advised he desired an interpretation 
of the Federal Civil Rights Statute _0 that it oould be determined whether 
the statute _. being violated by JCHN L. LEWIS of the United Mine Worker. 
of America and other member. of the United lane Workers of America. 

I informed I(r. EDMUNDSON that I oould not interpret the statute 
for him but if he desired an interpretation of the statute he lllight deeire 
to oontact the U. S. Attorney. I informed him, hOlJever, if he had any 
facts in hil po.session indioating a violation of the Civil Rights Statute 
I would be glad to furnish these facts to the Attorney General eo that the 
Attorney General oould determine whether in tact the Civil Righte Statute 
had been violated. 

~~.. . 
EDllJNDSON'S general complaint to ... _. to 'Ei8 Wfect thi: n 

connection with meetings whioh were being oalled by him, JCF..N L. LEIns 
sent out a directive to varioue menlbers of the United Mine Worleers of 
Amerioa, advising them that the _etings being oalled by 'the auton~ 
group were une.uthorized meetings and anyone in attendanoe at theBe meetinge 
would be oharged with a viole.tion of a portion of the oonatitution gf the 
U.M.W.A. in that they would be attending an unauthorized _eting. HANDLEr: lJ, 

1T01'l>u;h 
Mr. EDYJNDSON informed he had BeYera1 in.tanoe. 1n mind where 

persons had been notified not to attend these meetinge oalled by the auton~ / 
group and that he bel ieved thh ooercion direoted toward _mbera of the 

_ ~ .. c"-'Ol'ED 
CO"?1::':' ... .-J'_ -~ .. 

. J ... 10 1952 
I,. ".... ,"'\1; . -- , 

,.I _ - -

, .. ~-, 

I 
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DireotOZ' - 2 - 7-12-44 

U .)(.W .A. to keep them any from these .... eting. na a deprivation ot tluI 
J'ights ot the indiTidua1 mnan guaranteed by tile Conatitution and he _I 
of tile opinion that po.sibly the oiTil J'ights of th.se indiTidua1s w.r. 
be ing Tiolated. . 

lIr. KDlo!mDSON cl1d not desire at the time he oall.d at thh 
offioe to furnish !lie with Ipecifio facta and instanoes, but ltated he 
might either again oall at this otfioe and furnish specifio faota and 
dooumentary eTidenoe, or he might peraonally uke a trip to Washington, 
D. C. and outline the facta to the Attorney Gclera1 or a repreeentatiTe 
of the Attorney General. 

This information 18 being luppl1ed to the &reau at this time 
aerely a. a ~.tter ot information inasmuoh a. it 1s highly probAble that 
)Ir. ED1.!UNDSClIi will return to this otfioe with oonsiderable documentary 
evidenoe or a large number of personal illuatrations of the aotions on 
the part of Jam; L. LEVlIS and the U:D.ited ltine Workers to pJ'eTent indiTidual 
members ot tile U .ll.W.A. trom attending the vaJ'ious autonomy _eUDls 
throughout the region. 

lIore detailed information in regard to the autonomy drin led 
by RAY EDWiDSON will be found by the Bureau in the OUe entitled ·COlIMUNIST 
IllFILTRATION OF lJNITED )lINE WORKERS OF AllERICA; IIITERNoU. S&:: URITY -C,. 
Bureau File 100-70,071. 

FR.lmj 
100-6641 
44-0 

.. ' . . ~':' , 

V.ry truly yours, 

Special 

."-' . 
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@ U R",G E N T 
L. LE\,'IS ,"'UtlITED MINE WORKERS or AMERICA, CIVIl. RIGHTS ArlO 

1 LEt-;CE. BY LETTER DATED JULY TWELFTH LAST I ADVISED BUREAU 
r 

T"AT RArtrP"I'''DSOt1, FORtlEP. PRESIDEtlT. DISTRICT n'ELvr. U. H. W. A., S_PI\I-

UGF.1t"'l,C, III U)QIC, AtJD Nor I EApER OF AlITONOMY MQvrtiEr~T ArOnG u. ~L. ~~. }., 

CALLE:; AT TqUIF..l.CE or; JIf! Y TENTH LAST AND STATED THAT JOn!} .L. LEt:IS 

EH S:I;T OUT A DIRID.l,{E TO VABIDUS m:pRERs OF THE II' M. li. A. ADVI~JJiG 

LiEt;, T;~AT TP.E ~lEETlNGS BEING CALLED BY AUTONOMY CROUP Vl'£RE m:AUTHORIZED 

!·:.;::::n::c'" At;r; Aj:Y01JE IN ATT~.!!.f£: AT THESE j'lEULNGS \JOULD EE CHAp:'~J:D 

~lTr~..A VIOLATlor·: OF A PQRTIQjl OF Gor;sIIIHTTON or '1. .... tit ,.. A. IN Tl:f,T -
nEY WOULD 

FUF.tH S,: 11£ 

B~rr.EJ!.D.)tii-AIl Wa.l,[IHQRIZED l'lE&:UNG. EDMUNDSON DID NOT 

WITH ANY SPECIFIC FACTS IN THIS MATTER BUT STAT£D HE llAD -S:V:F.P.L INSTANCES IN MWD ~THERE PERSONS HAD B[EN NQHFIED J3Y JOr.:]) L. 

LEns ~;OT TO ATTEND nESE MEET ' 
EELl un 1.-.15 C 0.:.. i\C fOfl''Il 

THEI: AHY FRO~: JHESE MEEUNGs. ... VAS DEPP.IVAIIOH or RIGHTS Qf :0;; Iqnn­

Dl:f,L ~:H:EP.S GUARANTEED BY THE CONSTITUTION, AND HE 1t:AS OF THE OPINION 

THAT PO~iIB!X ClVII UGUre: OF HUE INDXYIDPA!e: ARk FmG l[IQ!£FD. 

ED:·rmWSON, WHEN HE CALLED AT OFFICE, DID NOT DESIRE TO FURNISH ANY 

SPECIFIC FACTS BUT I~ rCATED HE WOUL.,D tITHER CALL AT THIS~~~~. GAI~;1 
AND FURNISH SPECIMC' /V 
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PhG!: 1\:0 

rOR BuREt-US ll:FORI'.hTIOll, TOPUS bPIT10N of 5PRIfCfIi1.11, II I WOle:: STATE 

REGI5.TEP. Cpo.REIEr EreD} INE TO TEE EffECT THAT EDM'%'DSON PAC" ASKING U. S. 

PF..QlE OF LEFIS Uiaar: RULE. NEWSPAPER RELEASE WDICAF" TELEGRAM WAS 

DIRrCT:::r TO ATTORtity GENERAL TO INVESTIGATE ALLEGED VIOLATIONS Al\D 

ALSQ ASKED THAT THE ATIQRjlEY GPJERAb ARRANGE A COt:FERmc:r !iI1~AND 

OEr;F. l::=:>:E:P.S OF HI;: GROUE SO ICjAT I!jfX eQlu P SIlP!'IT SItC" .l;lOClll'P'IP.RY 

EVIDt.t':CE EAT MIGET BE PERTINENT TO THE ISSUE. THE ABOVE DETAILS 

BEI1lG FuRt;rSirE[; rOR BUREAUS INFOR~jAIION. 

HALLFORD 

E:-!D 
ACK PLS 

SHOLD 

614 Pt; Cl: FBI WASH SLS 
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hi' per w_u-, .. Tn ......... ,. .... l,y ... i.I, liaUft .... III 
;~rut 112 at u..1JIdt.e( ..... &4 • IIl...s-. ». 5 '1", U tM,..u. ~. 

4pundeon ___ t~ r .. "... tr. ..u. ,..1UOII ........... lee., •• _ \. ",'" 
il-OtIc.a_ nls r. uer\.a1a ti.a\dAa ", ~ ...... I. m\l,r .... \M t1neUeIl et 
:tic1ili appo1n\ed '" \Ii; .tl.s1 ~ III U. Je'-.... ,.,... _ft al.ue 
rrlec\ aADOWlC_t.a ""-" I' ten.. I~ u. WMir JU"' et '-». 1,", ,,'le \lid 
, 1nhct.i.on .r "",n1 nc ,,'M\ s.-. r.r ; ~"C7 et t.ha ~ at \h. Mld. 1IIl1oo 
OUOIl • 

.-.. inG .. u .. -' ... ~ .tlM et ..... IV .. IIIl,r 10, 19". &ad 
.Ntad an iAt.orJlN\aU .. ", u.. '11 a.l ct ... U ilS&tIt* Stat.... .. utat.d .... _1rCId 

• WOJ'll&tl00 1D .... toe .. ~ \8 ~ lllllet.bur U. ftata. was M1A& -.i.l.&ted 
.. lohn 1.. ~ ........ at = a III U. _ ... &.Wr aa.~ "-I'll Ua.1a 5 >au 

tho "ere parUcipaU .. Sa ...... atIl. 0 i"Sp, .. 1M e,.NUoa .f Uie ltatllt., .f 
_ eouue, 'If" -.d. &ad In ....... A ... Uoda\lld Uiet. aq t..u t.11."'.' ytela"OQ wnlcl 
l:>a ...en yec\ tar ...... pr1a\e ..u.... . 

It'-m"Mn aa4. xJ..r .... al .'''-'11\ \bat 1a ....uoa with .at", 4 
- conterer.c .. 1II:l1ch were ~ .al.lacl ~1 Ida, lebA L. loaKU .... 8M\ eat a 'il1rec\1 ... too 

~:...iou. UK..... '_a, 8ft1ulac \lMa UIat \M ...u.,. wru .. 1IUaor1.H1 ..sUIat eD7-
., .ir. at.t.eLdanc. _al4" aarp4 "" \be ta1_ nUl a Yi.ol&t1M II! U1. porUan et 
, VA.-I! OOMtltut.1cIn '."l\IwiU& iull _t.... 110 4EIU1a tutAl1a tJWj I'eiU'd 
.. rar'n1lh~ M\. Jdgmdllllll ..u M Ita4 .-al ___ Sa II1JId la-widell 1IId1rldula 

beec .ott tied ..t "- atWA4 \M -...,....u.,. .. nat .. M &ilf!t ..-u ~ 
~ SF~t1.u Ofti .... tW'll1atl .,..~ lac\.; ... 1utaM ... t ... t;bar-~t.h dDc-
~ eyiftnoa. _ ~\ M -'4h\ _ •• \rip M .... Sepn, I. C ... pa(!Ii! 41]1 
'It! til. tacb "- ,.. .. M ... et ,wr ....... enta\1..... .....,... l.IKU.!attd \bat 
~ed lobe allap1 .....s.a. Ul'eehC epJ..ut.. 'A. ut \ba. ~ M ~ \Al .. 
1t«w!1ne .-t.1IIp M ~ eal.W .... ..,..,s._U .. ", t.M e1n.l ri#tAI III .. 
~ 1dAar. '-:1' .. .,11 '" \M Goaetu..u.. ut ~ Wt.e4 StatM. , 

~ .. jcU_ s.. Mi.III \u., '" \1M ..... ~ .. 1\ ... bel.1ne4 rN _ald be 
~118 • • t Sdeanduo.'. np81"\.C1d !Alte.nUoc .t .u..eua.Sac ~. 

~ t.b TOil... _ ~I -~ ;---7- :r:: 'af:! tr./ {: I;' 
-.. , Tom C ~ : " •. Jf.,...... ~ ~ . l'}j', 

d.tct~~t~er Gea~ 'f~ia~~.' L' .11\ 
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Director, F.B.I. 

Dear Sir: 

( 
, -' .'.': 

t' ,~ 
\ ~1 
•• bnal .UUBU of InllHtigathm 1 

.nitrb .tatl'B Jll'partml'nt of 'u.tin 
Springfield, Illinois, 

Re: 

August 26, 1944 

o 
JOHN L. LEWIS, etal. 
CIVIL RICiiTS A.'1D JXl.!ESTIC VIOLENCE 
Bureau file 44-645 

.. 
:.' 

In connection with the investigation of the above 
en ti tled case this ottice acCUlllllls ted almOll t two complete f'118 
cabinets full of exhibits consistL~g of photostatic copies ot 
forms and documents supplied by the Bureau, and original signed 
statements t.aken from nwner01U! persons interviewed in this cue. 

The Bureau is requested to adville as to whether it 
will be perrr.issible to destroy the exhibits as above outlined 
in this case, inasmuch as it appears that no further action 1s 
to be taken in this matter. 

Very tru~ yours, 
kA:, .. _ 0.1_ 

FH:ejc 
44-18 
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Aa~ .l1.t.omq Oeaerel. ,_ c. Clute 

.JobD _ar loo_r. P1reotor - federal. .... 111 of aUCIQ 

~ .lCf!!I L. -uns. et. al. 
J. CIVlL auIlD AID IXIlESTlC flOU:lCE 

.. t.naoe 1a __ to OU' prior eoJ'rNpoode_ 
.... 1IMGb ... al.80 NtOrN4 to u the 111» I Coal Cue 
Ill'nol8. 

'DIe SpriIlc.n.olcl ott100 of \1111 aur.ou bat _ .trll6d 
.... tIIo o-rlo1.e tu. oabin". full 01 ollhib11.o .caaUL~ of 
oopt.. 01 toruo and doG_L. -hich WN .upplUd lor ue_to 
70U and which &leo oonal.t or 01p4 It.atount.. ~ INa ",_m-oU 
1ot.o"iMrod 10 1.h1o ..... . . - \ . . 

---.--.. ~ It. would be appNciated U 1VIl1lDuld 1Id~ wm.u.r the.e 
·-··ad .1&* na~t.. Uould be N\41 ..... OJ' .. ther it w1ll be pon:d 
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TO DLrect.or. hc»ral Bureau of lJrr •• UpUCIIl 

nOy (~. Clark, _ri.~t Att.orDl7 OeDeral 
II 

SUBJECT: JOHN 1.. LmrlS, et al •• 
Crvn. RIGIfl'S .AliD DCIES'l'IC TIOLIIICL 

".I'. ea..--_ .. --__ ... 
DAT1I: Sept '4r .~ __ .. 

fOCa8P)(1 ,.r ... 
l44-U " •. ___ . 

Mr ..... _ 

..... a..r .. __ . 

.... ~-. 
•. a...--.-; 
..... s 

............. -.--.--.. . ----... . 11<._ .... _--
B.e!w.nce U _de to JOTZr ._.ella o! Sepl;nber' 2, 1944, i ~- ... - ... . 

,..-- --

inquiring whet.her there 18 ~ abjectiClll to the dHtnlct1aa of the 

exhibits obt.e1Ded in the inft.t1pt.1Cll or ~ .booreoocapt~4 
• 

You are 8drised that the Crim n -] I)1n..1cm bu DO objeot1C11l 

to the d1aposit1on o! tbll.e uhib1t •• 
I 

1'«:~~ ! 91J 
Ii SEP 161U4 .. 
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o n eWls ar~. enes.: ,:~,;tf'-':';~~J~?~i';-:;i~k 
, OHM L. LEWU' lNlounceIIIeDt 

J mal hiS mLng off of the coal 
Rrike is merely another "cruce" ti1I 
June 20 once more demonstrates that 
this would-be fuehrer of American 
labor, ... ho has just been fuhomely 
eulogized by Hitler'. .. oeUiseMr 
Beobuhler, will Stop at nothing to 
nm his ends. There can be no com­
promise with this war of nerves. Be­
fore Jun. 20, if no ..wemellt of the 
differences between coal minen and 
optraton has been reached, the go.,­
tmment m\!S! Aet to prevent any fur ... 
ther .. bota~. 

From the ItJlndpoint of the coun­
try and the mine worke.... Le .... ' 
ICCOIId c:oalatrite was disastro .... But 
&om the standpoint of Lewis him­
idE, the "rilee brought certain com­
pensations. It interfered with ... ar 
production. It allo .... d him to pro.,. 
Ilia loyalty to the deEutistl and to, 
tbQif Repuhlie&ns who iUfiPOrt • 
Degobated peace and the appeuement 
of HOOftr, Taft, Vandenberg, Lan· 
don, and Ham Fish. For Le ... mlllt 
be aeclited with putting .,.,.. the 
anion-iousting Smith-ConnaDy bill in 
the HoUle. In addition, he weakened 
the fight against inS.tion. He ..,;. , , 
ousIy delayed efforts to get an with 
the war. His attiOni will result in the 
deatha of more young Americana 
than could be accounted for by • 
wolf-pacl< of Nazi ",bmarines or • 
fvision of Axis troopL " 

',' I.e .... has indul~d in • JOOd deal 
M .. IE-righteoUS poINting. He hat 
talked of Ilia deyotion to the rank· 

:.. __ J. 

~ 't NnV 
"-'.L 1''-'· 

_. • .• ~ ... -.- .. ...: ... ~....,.- .. ': .. {. •• ~&..,,' ... : ••. ,~.~.'. 

:::ee =~ :~1b:~!t':- ..!. -: ~.: :..~::f;~ ~:' 
He refulOd, with che eager ccUabo- - _her of coal minen OIIIy bec:auIC 
ration of the mine optraton, to puah .,. ha.,. jlllti/ied crie ..... ca which 
lor eettlement of the minen' de .... nd, .. iw pn:tendeci to IUpI>I>tt. Aport 
during the ~riod of the "uuc:c." from !he wage question, the ~ ,-
lnatead, be blocked aegotiations, pol IOUI'Ce of thtIO crie<- • the 
nu-ned his bad: on the War Labor Clllltinued failure ... bop liYing caD 
Board', eftTy effort to IOtd<;. the within bounds. At the White H ..... 
dispute equitably, ... hile ... carefully , meeting 01 Labor'. Victory Board, 
perfected plana to "fiolat. labor'. DO- 'Presidents Murray and Green -.l 
Rrike agreement once again, aDd by that the an\:i-inftotion prograin _ 
10 doing to eodan~r the IOCurity of being undermined by OPA Director -
the labor mOYement. • Prentisa Brown', "I&CiIIations and by 

His timing is worth consideration. the concerted attad of reactionaries 
He ordered the letond Rrike just .. iD Congreos, in the R.epublican Party, 
the Smith-Connally bill reached the ~d from inside the OP A itoe1f. The 
House 1I00r, and c:alled off the Itrike refusal 10 far to grant IUbsidiei ... 
the moment the bill ..... puoed. make po .. ible the roIl·bad: of priers 
Thereby, Lewis adyanced Ilia plot playa in ... the haltcIJ of ~ .... and Ilia 
against both th.CIO and AFL. _n. Lewio baa made much of !he 
Thereby, be made his "contribution"_ laich COlt of Iimg ... hiIe deIiherateIy _ 
to the Hoover· Taft oc:heme to throw .,urring inBation. He hat gambl<d .. -
the dOmestic -anomy into CO!lfutirA, wnwshing OP A, 1wJpinc b ac:aa-
&om which reacUon bopea to "rei- trolled joftorion which will debauch -., 
cue" it with a aegobated peace, • the eCo..-,. The real weapce-', 
..nOlI! to the enemy. At the time of apiNt Lewio'.,,to push pri<eI '-ct -. 
Munich, Dlladier oIayed chorus to to the J,e,do of Scpa:ml.er 1941.,.~_,;· ,_ 
,"L __ L_-"_'_ ~ __ ~-~ :..'n.1....... r.-:. ,,_ .1_ ... _ 1ft .......I< 

;;;'H:';;:;.ibi.'" &i:..d: • ~- , aDd cIi~-:-~uy into the An. -~.-; 
Though the Houoe paoed the leg- would si.,. him another aDd cr-r 

illation R.ep. Howard Smith has heal cpportuDIty to ItUttle organized Ja. 
trying to alip through for yean, it caD bar. The President ..-...d this point 
ItiIl be It~ in the Scutt _, if" Wheii he met the labo: ~rta~ 
that fails, by mobilizing prwer IUp- liy... ....d added Ilia wish--which • 
port behind the presidential -. _ the wish aI the ..u.-the-war groupI , 
President R_mt and the heada aI Cftrywhcre foI' unity between the 
key go.,.rnmenl agencies ha.,. a· AFL and CIO. _Lew» C'&DJIOt __ 
pressed opposition to this war-wred:. 'lin IUCh unity, or the resullllllt ~ 
iag IIiIL Iarion ... hich it ... ould impoee 011 Jiim. _ . , '." ... ,. -

.:. - .-: " .. ' ~ ____ .....;;...-'-c • .: ' 

This is , clipping 1'rom 
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Amjs Sigit;-W(~ _ ~~.,.~a?!E 
.~\Tith Ickes; Ends. Strike" 

.-( .' . ,.5.__~_~ ~~asic Daily Pay_~ .,8.sO':"/;C 
'nI''1de<l; \AJltrllct Goes IV M ,R ... , ~ '_"j-. . 

";. . .- ~- ---. 
'. _ - ' Bg J.um A. w~ ___ - :~, ',._~ '.: 

par. II.-...I ", ,. - . 
~. ., 

WASHlK'CTOS, Nov, 4--John L. ",is andirior $eere. 
::at). Harold 1. ICkes today presented th~ \VL (Vlar Labar "-
Board) "ith a formula for eDclfug the eight-month4 <lOal -r,e- .',- '.,' 
ci'W5.1t ~s not immediately clear whether the Board would ~ 
~pt the present, '. I . 

,In ,four, ~s J..tinl\. a to- time cui and the arbitrary lDac 
t t ODly OD~ .ltd a )-~f .. aun, of tr:;v4!l tione at 45 minutes 

'nit.-d in. Workers' leader throulthout tbe Appalachian __ 
one "emmen official are the issues that may ......., the 

who has """,';ned on cordial ~.k- .harJ>eO\ oontrm'erty wIthln the 
log terms with bim throughout the WLB. . 
C!Oil conflict,. labored and brought Ickes and kwu estimated thIt 
forth a rabbIt Most observers es, an addition.l 20 million toni fA 
pocted the WLB to. rpeIld ",any bituminous and 2 million tOlU fA 

. turbulent boun dec.ding whether anthracite coal ... oulcI be yielded 
, l<? ~t the a",eo!>,ent or to pre, by the addition.l ... ,or\; time, but 
. apltat. a new collis.on, other ohoerven e>:pressed doubt ' 
i CU" T .,~n" 'P~nn.:t that the miners would falthhdl, 1 u J."tuU'-u ~ .............. .bide br the is-minute luncl-..eon 

Two key provisions in the "Il"ee- Ot'riod ..,d might interpret It for 
'ment laid th. basis OIl which the thernsel\'es al " faoe-saving form.. 
i UMW PoliC)' Committee last night ula ... hieh; they ",ere not compelled 
lordered the ooaI IIlin<>rI to return to ~IZO, 
t to the pits: -"ictOI"",l Debate 

f 

~ 'IDe UMW reduced th. miDers' -
customary lunch period from 30 n.. agreement· aIJo ereoallod 
to 15 minut~s, n.. additional wor\;- much debate .. to the uteol of the 
ing time ...m give the miners dally victory ... hich Lrwis has WOO II tbe 

I oay equivalent to tJ>e _!!",!' o{ the WLB crant. \II aJ>Pl'OWl. l10iI 

I 
bMW conine! ..-Ilh JllinOlS opera- a aiD appeared to ~ ... 
ton rejecled by the WLB, n..r "'\:.Iher the rank,and.flle miDen 

I will get .8:50 l day instead 01 the rebelled 'Ct tbe tuttallmellt of 
. ,$S,W w~ ..... panted in the their Iunc period or ehooe to 

• 

• 'IDe same dally .. ·.11. will be 01 tbe deadlock '. 1 WLB decision,' U't'e]>t the plan .. an easy way out 

'!"fd ¥' '!'!ter ~s~oug~t ~ Soa>< Iohnr ~.",. ~ ,~--

. ,..' ... ' 

..... ;-. ". 
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ttr(he CIO-;, Path \ .}-: ~h::~u;:~~~t~~:i. ...... ~ 
• . I If the DO-rtrike pleda'e II .trictly upheld. I 
. S A third day of thtllene:al ~ .tr!ke !' Wled 1JpOII the millen and ~d ' 

· paued, with liJll\ L"L"OI!. still holdin~ , to join with the ClO m a drive to win tile •. 
". club over the llatio~ e1ton. millions I*>pJe for the chan~' :.": ": " .. " ...•• 
:0% Americans both at hOliie and In the .... -.ned The leaden of the Am~c:an Neritiou 
forees are boilina' with in.dignati0!l that .neb J of :t.&bor, on the other hand, are .till aiIeDt 
• aituation'could happen m the mJ~t of 1F&!'- ~ on the mine Itrike. This .~eua ~ . 

The miners are mistakenly follOWing Lewis l]l!Ipicion that the AFL'. convention at Bas-
In this di5&Btroue atrike because. they h.,.e ton delayed readmission of Lewis because it 

• fO far. aeen DO other leadership in theU' did not want to have the embarrassing .trike 
,lUlion. They are illOlated from the rest of on Its handa. These edlemera may rest _ 
~the labor movement IJId are DOt fully aware aured. however. that when the .l;Ilre is added 
that there are ,..ays ot~er ~an .• trikea up they. too, will not eecape lOme riapoD8l-
th."'Ou:h wni~h they CIJl WUl tbell' demands. bility. < 

': The ClO. 110,.. In convention at Philadel. The eIO .howl not only that its first con. . 
phi&, took a .tand that .ho,..ed ~ more cern is for the war, but it &leo recognizesl 

.;that it really expresses the patriotISm and that you tAIl't win America for wage atUuat;. 
• will of the worken. Its program ahouJd be ments"llrice roll-back and a fair tax pro-
·.;brourht to the miner,. The CIC? ealled .10; lTaJll by •. poiiey ibai pia,ya into the b.~. 

~
. crapping of the outworn "Little Steel of the defeatists and their LewiaeL . .: c. 

onnula and for wage adjustment. But ~l To win the people. labor has to'reaIb' JIIIt ' 
or the Purpo8e of dolne away with a .tabill· forwanl ita oUre ulled .treDath _ ClO. . 

· UOIl prDITAIII, bul m onlu to aaaure leo Xn., RaIlroad Broth«hooda, .In_ na.. 
Lewis Pith Ia one that aerves thOle who >. 

I , 

I , 
. want to drive away public .~ from._ 
labor. '. : .. ' ,. ,. ," • 1 

The AFL' .. members, .. ~ Intereated ., 
II the ClO in the policy outliDed at Phil&- ... 
delphia, have the 'b~ taak of brin~ out '0 I their unions for it. To do fO they mWlt briq . 

. the full ,..eight of their preuure against the 

I 

, 

; n,::!l'!:~:~ ~~~~~~;u.tis~~~teII~1nft 
.: efforts to amuh the ClO ~en labor lDIi 

• 11' the n~ . .... '.'-~.:. . '. 
I -.-... :.-.-,;: ·<'!!.I·~" :::.":- ..... ~.-.".- .. - ~ 

I , 

Thi. 11 • clippillg f1'Oll 
page t of t.bII. 

• 

DAILY tllJl!m . "';'£ 

Date 72..:-e 1/ ''10 
Clipped at the seat. of 
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;Mine, ~tr~ke '1-'""\;~.: J 

, , 

TN ORDERING covernment .eizure of the 
1 mines. President Roosevelt took the CIIIIy 
efiUi'it open to him to protect the intere!ta 
of .. 1I&tion at war. , 

~
Orderinlr the fourth mine ~e, 12hP 

L: . u once more extended a he1Pin& 
and to the Axil. and he did It at the very 

moment when the cables .011 the Xo6cow 
conference a£'reements were' apellinlr out an 
early doom for Hitler. While SenAtors Rey­
nolds and Wheeler. Lewis' political friends, 
lIvere mouthinlr their dissatisfaction hec:&uae 
the la.st weapons wete llnocked out of Hit-

~
Ier" hands, Lewis sought to knife the home ~ 
front. 
, Once more the country 'can see who really 

·Ieads labor. At Phiiadeiphia, the CiO con. 
'vention under President Philip Murray'. 
leadership. reaffirmed itl unquali1iecl DO­
'strike pledge at a apecial order of hUliness. 
The CIa fully recognizes that Hitler'. doom 
Ia near, but it also reco&'Dises that it will .till 
take hard lIlrhtinS' andiaCttticea to make 
that possible. 11 warned apinat com. 
,placency, Lewil Ia acabbinlr upon that polier 
of laoor. aDd Ii exploitina" the .nu:.n=& ct 

- the miners to accomplish hia purpoM. 
AB we have .tated lII&Ily times, the miners 

are justified in their diaaatisfadion with the 
WLB as'reement. But this cannot serve II 

~
'..n excuse for the .trike. ' , t 

The reac:tlonary bloc in Congiv. which 
even st this hour Ia preparing to fiaht the 
President'. progTllm for a roD·back in prices ' 
tb.t he outlined 1..'1 hi: food :ub:idy!!'!e!YI! . 
Honday, la, like Lewis. responsible for the 
altuation; aO,are the protit-huDI'TY employ­
ers and 10 Ia the in1lexible attitude of some 
covemment oftlciall and the War Labor 
Board. ' 

But by atri!dna' and pla~ mto the banda 
of labor', enemies, the miner. are jeopard1&. 
inr their OWl) interests both II workers and 
cltiun;. Th:y chould i'lJtead join the ren. 
UaI stream of labor in a campa.i1'D to win 
• .oulld stabilization p~, pric:e 1'0

3
' 

bac1ta, democratit 'taxes and ware adJ 

rf 
menta. Throurh a united dort, labor coal 5 y :) t.m mueh without harmine the, war dort. 
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J .t Goal Is ~~m~niti6nv q I 

EVERY patzioUc miDer wI1l qree£ 
_ _n--'+ t'k. "P-.~tf.'"f.'. • ........ (rm tit •• ...... ,...., ... _ ..... _'"' __ ....... 8 _~ ___ _ 

"'We e&n 110 more t61erate the ~ daInI 
, of coal production than we C&II tolerate Jet.. 
, tinM do1l'Jl the .hlpp~ of iuppliea to aar 

........ ~"- --" . ~ .. ' . .......... ~- . . n Thil means that the poUcis of John ~. 
~;;;;;.;_·s ... sabotaging the prosecution of tbe • 

war mast lIot be tolerated. Coal production ' 
1'1 _".+ --..rt+i"ftn. ..1 4nn"""" IIWIIn"..l I'ftal ab-flr.II! '! aw-:-..... _. ___ ........... __ • ____ ---' 

,h must 110t be permitted. ~ 
U Thil iI the ~urse to take irrespective of 

merita or demerita of the W&r Labor BoArd'. 
decision. The four Jabor members 011 the 
WLB, and . the editorial columna of thlll 
paper, have ~eady UpreBsed criticism of 
aome of the provisions of theWLB declaiOll I 
:m the P!''OPQsed' eont.."'arl for the 10ft enal t 
millen. as weD as on ita 82-cent anthracite I 
1:"aiae. . 

The President baa correc:tly .treaNd &OIDe ! 
of the :nod featu."U of the decl!!on. ~ 
dally the recopition for' the firIt time of 
the principle of portal-to.portal pay for' 
which aome compensation b aranted. rita 

~ ;:;~~;:.:O~i~=~o:~"~~ 
dent Philip )lurra,- of the CIO raiaed ill be.l 
half of .the minere. " . 
, But fei the minen DOW to take aplD to 
the Lewis &trike path b to undermine the 
chances for a furth,r adjuatment In their 
wa~ .tandarda and at the same time to 
harm the entire labor movement. Further 
Improvement for them will be posaible 0Dlf 
'if the :light fl IUccessful apinst the eon­
~sional bloc that II Icqttlm. IOllDd atabl­
lizatioll; agaillat the profits-lint crowd u4 

~ ~::;hf~:Jj:;:t~~:t!-=*u~ T~' 

~ 
raise 11m1t..' ~, .. "f ',_ --.<:.' <. " 

J. ,But thia :light can. succeed 0Dlf by 1abor ' 
'd;I /~.() In~Y~~ ~ta.~! J!l.f!d&e ~4 ~r 
7" ~ , . i_~. ~~t4I =;,~ '?~ ~~.~U.fl}~1 

:,.: ~\'" V 11 ,,, ~, . ~ .. ~'" -'~' . -:;;'::-;j":'~l':~:d'-'.(: \ . 
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This is a clipping troa 
page 8 of ton. 
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p - _ ., am OODlId ... t til&! ~ 

.. !rIoUe AmerlcaD IDlDen n 
: tbe aubsIaDUaI Ibcre .... III 

~ 
bo&rc! '. ptopoul den 

I tt y trill lIot rejoel the oppo 
. til en tbem '" MCW'e a ..... tnd.. 

III./:; _II aald, .. 
.' . aut. U I am _.... ODd the i 

.,Ioen do DDt .... 1It the """. I' 
pro_I .. I ... n taI<. dtdalft .... 

~.;!~~~II--· 1 
Other dovelopmenlo In lb. ~ 1 

~tu.Uon Induded th~ 10IloM",: 
I. Ju ,fJeezln, .11 dOlDOIIl_ 

.... 1 ir' eara al the aiD... let",' 
and tl.. lDteraate eomm...,. 
ComInI>IiOtl alIo took 00012'01 ... or 
all IDdIlltrial aDtbnclte ~ ._ 
DD raU,- TIle fre... of dOlllftlle 
'00 w,. ordere-d af'ler I DUmba' 
of !ILIjor ~""'''1U1IllD& dU .... 
1>Orud WulBdent me..... of 
cooal '" bOlt 110",.. adequate" III 
lb. event at • _n at oold 
weather. . 

. 2. Spoke""'eII lor lb. ~ taD .... 1 operolon llaued • &II 
.... "t dlaclilmlll, a.". responal ~ 

~
r lb. ~ ItDpp&J'" N , 

Ib the ".,. De,ouaUODI t 
III ilardi. lb. o~rol .... 

IV' at all tim.. aupported and 
oompUed .nib "'...,. policy 'I"'! .... 

. culrement of Governmeut. ", .. 
prnettt ... ntroYeny II DOl 1Iet_ 
!be operoton ...., the min. ~, 
-en. but nlbor IIet"H. !be UDitad • 
Mi •• Workon all" &lie "odera! 
CoveI'D.II'Ienl!· 

2. UwIs, naclled at lUI - __ I 
.... l!JIed '" toIIUDenl on the Prell, =:;:, "l'"temOllt ~ ntber .... oIop-, 

, 4.",. DepartzDeDt at ,111_, 
dlltloaod OW aoft cooal producUnD 
"_ed a aeeood "'-'ft ..... 1 
triLb 11,300.000 "'DI produced __ ' 
.... the .... t 'ended Octoller JI, I 
compar-ed willi ll,m.ooo 'ffl prevl .... week. A JoaI of 1 " 

, 
&. lek .. r.qulllUoned eoaI : 

lor lb. P.nnaylvanla ,I ~
DI • week baa _n aet. 

d and from Ohl. 1M the Hn\ 
or1< Central RaIlroad '" ItHP _ 

e.rrien operaliDC at tun capedtJ. 
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--- " fine Crisis 
IALLENGE 

l;ym~~~~:J~~~ =l=~::r~'~ 
I Jiel4ed to ~ dimIptera mid aaboteun of 1fiNIjz •• 
; and ,till continue to ~ 1O,.1han III thia ~; o-:;rL~~~~~ 
Vinson'. veto of the .ht cent rala to raIIroId WOl .... ·. • -.~~-..... 
~ aD exampiL .-'.~ . \. '.r ... <.~. '~·;·:: .. '.~:::;::'~f;'J::-:~ 

'l'be War labor Board allO refuaea to ncoa- nan. . 

: :fI~: ~AaLnu~ion memben ~~~'1~::i:~;~~~~2'~a 
) a1Iiliatea, III convention at Butralo, a 1oophole for I. formal recoltlftion of portal1D portal • 
.menciatJon of their executive lX)j;e1 '".tndei'i?Gund tza.el) pay, 1ii the dWity ales uf tIie wI..,.. 
, pledge without qualification. They .hoar admuu.tration, bot they' ,teered dear III! tile more 
on it as unanimously as the board flexlNe proviaion in the ltabilization act itaeIf whkh rives' 
in behalf of luch a large aegment ot them and the Bymea.Vinaon oIIIcea authority to take 
ery timely and holds .ignifieance any measures neceuary to aid ill the proaeeutillll' of the . 
view of the preaent critical moment ,,..ar. The fact that coal production was falq otr aDd 
in raeta a test. . imanpower had been ftowing out of the coal induatry;wu 
~t Will mark another contract dead. Ito 11lltm IIOt a ,ufficient enou~'re&IOn for a ~. . 
• At this writing more than 60,000 . The decision rivinr the Anthraclte mblen the ridlcu-' 
with at leut the tacit approval of loua raiae of 82 cents a day, aIao ~uae of a mathe- I 

.. . . . matical .trJit.jacket, is further evidence of the board', 
"hole 8Jtuabon is agam m the hands -Iicy. The very \eut tb WLB '-.- Id '-. do ~ cia U • d' t' T --:_ .- e mem....,... cou ... ve De 
. -<!II y, from a tn, lca IonS, ....... '" . was to join with the four labor repreaentativ.' .cJellWll 
!-blown reneral .trike of coal miners .. for a chanle.· .. ' . . '. . 
the railroad worker. are' taking a . • . • •. .•. 

, .. '!be employer. are reaponalble for the preaent altua I 

I.' •• 'tion by their insistence that profit. SO above all other I 
!If occuiollS pointed to the justice of eOnaideratiollS. Their poaition dovet.U. perfect17 with that 
e Coal miner. and railroad workers. of Lewis, for Hither is he int.ere.ted in furtherinc pro- . 
jdzed aharply the War wbor Board 4uctloll, placinr his defeatilt polk)' above aD other con­
Ithoritiea for clinging to an outworn aiderationl. If the employen and Lewis were interuted 
e banIa. , ... tilproductlon' they ·could have easily agreed upon a pr0-

d for a _re adjustment to enable· anm that would be h?th f:D incentive to more coal outpat 
~ with the COlt of living rise. But we aad to a correapondUllr Wcre&Ie in wag_. formula 
Ie aid &pin and again. Such adjust. that even the WLB would have to approft:.:·· , 
by keeping tbe no-atrike pledge and" FinaJly~ the labor movement ltatlf " not absolved Of I' 

e ,tabilization prorram. We reprd reaponaibUity; first because 0/ the disunity in Its rankI, 
:vena II a"""lutely _ntill for we and secondly because Lewis. utilizing thia dilunity, ia able 
litton woul4 he aOBt harmful to the to eultlvate some .upport, when every union in the co~ . 
.,.BlOII people in ~lIeraL All adjust- ,lhoulll holf him up II aa object of acorn. Im't it 10 
1ft be made for the purpose of .trennh-. L. Lewia who preaented labor with th.~ Smith-Con 
Jill pro.-srram. Ai:tf.. . . . .. 1 :':r 'i.':",~,.. . ..... . I '---... -.-~ . .~ ..... ~;., ....... ~ 
ility fnt" the failure of thil PrDrram Ij tf f'l S - A 
,ubUc:&D8 in Conrreu who. jointly with 
mocrata, &Cuttled the adminlatration'. :. "n1111 111 a clipping from 
-am. They have emasculated measures j:1" .o.page I Sec. ot 
aDd at this very moment continue to IJ THB 'WORKER 
ney engineered the notorioul Rumi aoak· j A 
'1m and are now &Cheming further .tepS Date / t! ..:. V - U.3 
ine; they killed the President'. ,26,000 , Clipped .i1:t1e lleat or 
jm~~~oRo~P ~0~~1 ! ()mrna:ent , , , 

53C. _________ ~~ ____ ~ ________ t"""'·--__ ·n"'''''';''''''i ... """,";,dd.,_· ........ , .... ,....;... . .::--~., • 
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, What path .haWd labor talte DOW' 

The Lewia path of .trikes ia urtainly out, for It doesn't 
win ..... ge increases, nd what Ia more important,lt nept. 
the basic eonsideration ~bat this it labor'. war aDd aDY 
qualification bf the no-atrike vote Is _bbing upon the 
'War to wipe out fueiam. 

) 

The eon8tructive .alternative Is the mobilization of 
labor', vast, and .till hardly used political .trength. No. 
this doesn't mean waiting until next election to cut a , 
ballot althou,h. a blow to the defeatist. and reactionaries 
In the many electioM this eaming Tuesday will be very 
important. It means a drive RIGHT NOW to win the 
Jast majority of the people-who are not in Jabor's'?:t 
+;-to the idea that a .ound stabilization program is i 
Ftive for a quick .and deciah:e victory over the 

The Tran§P9rt »rier• lI;iQD of New York cave 
practical example of what this meam on a local bula. 
A ~t which aeemed almost imposaible to win eDded in 
& DUt victory for the union~d the war effort-with; 
out & .trike. 

. Congreaamen wiD eantiDue to aabotage the atabiIiza· 
tIon pro~, atabiliution &uthoritlel will eantiDue~ 
7leld to them, employers wDl eontinue to think only f 
profita-juat as long as they feel labor'. political apa 
aDd know that the public generally Is Dot yet arouaed. 

. If labor wantls a aound atabilization program, with 
the Pruident's Beven point. fuUy applied; if a ware polier 
ta to be realistic with production and a high morale the 
."t>ermost cOnsideration, then J,hor muat unite itls forees 
ib btaueh ita rreateat drive to win the peopIe. 

. .. ., .. 

"'" . 

' . .• - .. ;;::' ..• '!:., ....... ,,".: . .: .• +..r-: 

\ 



;. 
. " ~ 

( ) 
o 

- -----: "--...,-----'., ._---
What path Ihould labor take DOW' . 
The Lewa path of strikes II c:ert&inly out, for It doem't 

win _~e increues, and what ia more Important, It ne~atea 
the huic consideration ~at !hiI II labor', war and &D1 
Qualification bf the no-etrike vote II IC&hbin~ IIpOn the 
war to wipe out luciam. i 

The comtructive .alternative II the mobilization of . 
labor's vast, and still hardly used political ,tren~. No. I 

this doesn't mean waiting until next election to cut a ; 
ballot a\thou~h a blow to the defeatists and reactionariea 
In the many elections this coming Tuesday wm be velY 
Important. It means I drive RIGHT NOW to win the 
Jut majority of the people-who are not in labor' •. ~ 
'-to the idea that a ,ound atabilization program it . 
'rrative for. a Quick . and decisive victolY over the • 

The Ttan§P9rt »;puC? U;ipn of New York pve 
practical example of what this meam on a local huis. 
A ~ht which seemed almost impouible to win ended in 
a creat victory for the union-and the war dart-with." 
out a Itrike. . 

. Con~men wiD continue to .. botaie the atabiliza·­
t.ion pro~, at&bilization authorities wID continueJ 
)'ield to them, employera will continue to think only 
lIroftt&-juat II Jollg II they feel labor'. political lpa 
and know that the public cenerally Ia not yet aroused. ; 
. . If labor wants a aound at&bilization pro~m, with 
the PrelIident's seven points fuDy applied; if a Wille policy : 
.. to be realiatic with produmon and a high morale the : 
.ppermo.st eo~sideration, tben bOOr moat unite Ita forces 
tlllWnch Ita ~teat drive to win the people. 
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'J:/i£ "rlgn . \. WI ores 
· Peace Fonnula 

J 
Fit'. - '"\, 

WASHINCTON, Oct, is.-AD­
other nationwide eoal Itrike a 
peared in.vitable today. WI ~ r 
Lewis failed to give any Ie lion 

, thanie cared to d«uss the peace 
f rmula ad,'anced by the WLB 

"ar Labor Board) In an ottempt 
settle llie J1i.liil!ll!h5!K wage 

controv. between tIi United 
Mine W:!\.." and the . opeIi· 
to". 

n.. \\,LB', 011' .. would ba"" ri­
suited in • basic wage of fS,l211 
for an 8ll hour work day. 
. Jrbe UMW yesterday ~ 
iulpolicy committee In meet at 1 

jP'';PCk Monday IIIOJ'ning-too 
to ~aD off the stoppage &zed 
Monday momlng. . ' 
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1 L • D" Ch . II>rad erltIdom t.- 1M IiAmldI eWls riving arge motcr\lto, b .. been lurnec! _, 

~ 'II A ., Act' to the 8t&\e OPA o!fIce III JIoua. j J'tl waiting Ion ok ..... 4 to NaUODaI OPA 111M-
! ! Iqu&I1.tn for c1II»ooIU .... d 
i The Alennc1rla nUonlne board, Capt, J&JI> ~laI, ~.t night ,..,. .. lec! that ~ .... I of the board"l&ItI be ..;.. _~Ie 
o!U.M,W, PresldeDt John L"'w, to atate ... hat actIOI1, U ~. wi! 
"hoot recent motor (rip to JIll'! be tak~n. lon1a lIIatntaIDI !III 
1101& to ... hIJ mother,. dr." Wl4e- lefal realdenc:e III AIaaIIcIrIL 
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()rand Jury .to Pro , .-

. fBI Is Wo;king ~n Cas~; th~t I 
. r.xpl~ins His 'Pleasure' Trip to lliincJiS 

... By Coomos H. Q,u 
p}/......... n 

WASHINGTON. Aug. SO.-John L."Le .... is. president of mTi the Unit~d Mine Wor\;~rs. is innocent Of any charge that 
~ he wed gasoline for plcpure driving 011 his recent trip 

to Springfield. 1lI . ....,,·en though be spent 36 bours visiting 
his S4·year-old mother. Mrs. Aima Lewis.. . 

Any public report on the OP A 
1p"f'S\igation of the trip .. ·iII exon·- 'LlSteo as' LOaD' ~ 
enk L"wi. 0/ all charses and show 1be Case Is acbeduled to be il_ 
thai the min. union chief. clr;'·. ted r: is'''''' 

. Id within DeSt few .. eeks.: It from A1cundria. Va,. to the Illinois ~ to. jury at Spring· 
"""I field> ..... no pleasure jaunt. , as learned here. 'Cov+ It Up , 1be facts In the _. tint .... 

....... is ~~o . inois on busj· paned by PM Jut Fall, indicate 
...,.._~ "hoR to t:<Yr. that Lewis' unioo 1w>ded the Mine 
•. lIp bydlis re r1: to a reporte, . B Co. _ $350.000 at about !be 
~'Dt=~ IU .• ~ i)( w •• jmt time cl «he lockout that _bled 
drhi~n~ e.jl to.~riI>gfie!tl to ..., hi> UMW ..-gWun to raid !be m·a1 
mott . .is' c'1itm fOJ gasHIine 1IDIoo', ....,."bersbip. 
~ h~' !<f'"""obis Buid. lor 1be - II listed OIl !be 
unIIIIl business, ,~ anioR books ... loon. SiDce the 

Tl,e fact is tIj;It Uwio went to F11I Investigation _ begun. Carl 
Springlield ~ agents ol!be E1sbc6. precides>t 01 !be MiDe B 
f"ecIer-aI Bureau 0/ Investigation Co .• 10 ~ 10 haw poId -41000 
were there cheddng Into the finan. ... the debt. 
daI tnu>sactioos betw~ ....... is·..... There a1ao ... dwpo that 
ion aDd the Mine II Co .•• 0001 oper. Lewis bpt _ 14 ....,."bers. of *" that engaged In. • mg and the rival mdoG, the ~ 

-tpatly lookout cl members of. rh-al ""me Worken of ~iti 
In - at • lime when Lewis 11 GIl Its F.,......n d'.l.ri.t!;; "::n~'J[1 ':l k> trying 10 gust the rival union \1 the &gm far adUSlVe uaf);oww"g 
bom the lIhz><* coal &clda. rIgbta. '. ' • " ~. . 'I The FBI Is Investigating the poo-
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FJNANCJAL lJW. 
. BY JOHNolEWIS 

PROBED BY F.B.I. 
Charge He Paid Illinois 
Mine Company to Break 

Rival Union. 
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WHEN MEMBERS ef tbe UL 
• ueeutlv. eou.Ddl Wot~ tbe 
oIpplic:aUOD of .lohn L~. 
~nJted Mine wDJ'ieTi eLler, lor 
~DIrl' Into the Al'L thII week 
In Chic:aso. IllQ di4D"l _ 

to teU reporten that 'Lowb 
micht bav.· been lIaet In tbe 
AFL .ame tilDe before. aeept 
for It{I>nc lIlt.enflltioD Rrom u.. 
White iiollle. . 
. It "Ill DO" lot ...... eaJtd that 

the PrHident W&I extnmely 
~rturbtd about Ill. burlr JI1iIlt 
labor ehler. ellorla to dlmb bod 
OD Ill. AFL bandw",oD. In fad. 
be apiessed him;df to !:"itnd: 
ID ftt'J' blunt lu",_C. about b ...... 
foolhardy It .... ould be for Ill. 
AFL to weltome bact • man wbo 
.... III cllirepute for openly lIeIy· 
In, Ill. Go •• nun.", IIW'iDC U.e 
:lint diapute.. 

II a100 COD be' ....... aItd that 
William Hutcheson. Al'L carpen­
ter', boa. and other Lowb 
frieDM on \he sec:utl.e eouneII 
bad Ill. mlO All lOt for a apeclal 
meetllll of Ill. coum:Il \all Ma1 

I to conoIder Lnria', appUc:cUoa. 
, Thl. wu Ille !DIIde reuon Wh1 
p, John L 'IDdOlOd a fat teO.eoo 
) ehock for ad..- 11_ wIIll .u 
, applicaUon. . 
I .IU5t who bloektd tbe 1D0ft­
i and bow ,,1_17 Il>e PreIId..,t 
I blrn .. lf 1VU iDvoll'8d-4a -­
• But Admlnlltr_tion _dora .... 
I port Ill.t I4arYID McIntyre, Il>e 
I PresldeDt"I MerdaZ'7, • sreat 
I fri.nd of Ill. ....uro.d broIber-
t ltoodl. bad • haDd ill it. ! 

I Furthermore, lmm..u.tel1 af'j 
I kr Lewis requeottd ............. 

Il>e Pre&ldent bad HPUlt.e _ 
I forene", ,,"Ill Dc Toblll. tam­
i oto .. • boA aDd. top-nIDI "'­i bel' vi the Ai'L execat1j', CUiiii- . 

l
oll plUl Geo.,. Harriaon. raIJ.. 
.... y dorko' bead. who Ia U.e _ 

_ I powerful II...... III U.e lm>tlJer-
hood&. . 

, Immtdlat.e11 aIte".ar;I· tile 
move for a op<!clal exeeutlw 
ecnmdl meetibl wu ab.tndQlled. 

· III tb. OOUrlO of one of tIIoM· 
conforeDCOl .Ille queotioD ., 
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... c-.--.:~ .. ~~ _ 
)1,. cq. .... ~ ..• -' . 
L.4,' ., : 
. -·····':'··l ~" 
... ""'-! • ...;. ~-~ l. 
Mr. 4.: =. _.: .. -,;,.,; .. t.- ~:,_: 

... ,....,.. 4 

=~:;j ... -.' ·::,~':-=J"t~~~;::'" r.s. GraTidJury To·S·;:'·~~·::·-'· 
F.B.L Investigation In{::;:;:'~~ 

_-=u.=-=... =M~. ;.;w.-==-. ~-Mi~in~~. !3 
u. s. GRAND JURY 1':::= =- !w a:' -

-----;. -----... ----. 

TO PROBE DEAL =n:':~":::'~Unlted Min. Work-;';-.;:,.I·~in. B Cool 

ContlJluod "0 ... Pare 1. 
fed.ral rund jury ID loIay Indlet.ed 
two baklnl eompanlel, two of their 
officiala, and two officers of the 
Bak.ry .. C;:OnfecUon.ry Work." 
Int~maUonal union (A...F.L.) on 
charces of eorllplrlnl to injure .m­
ploy .. 01 tile eomp&nl .. ID \be "'. 
erei .. of rtehb J"IUantHd them 
und.r tho fair labor otendarda .eL 

; JA lb. Brooklyn .... It wu 
'eharr.d that lb. ,.r.ndanla eoa' 
! aplred to threaten wlUl Il1Ichu,f 

': and o\b.rwloe Intlmlda~ oatplo¥ .. 
. unl.. lbey mcned walvln of 

,I elalma lor unpaid minimum warea. 
. unpaid ovortlm' and lIquldat.d 

damapa. That Indletm •• t dlarred 
I that u part 01 tho _Iraey lb. 

union olllclal. refUled to a«ept 
partial paym •• t of amaraI" In 
union ,.... trom "-tb_ who re­
fUled to 11m aue/! _n &lid 
thrtalent>d to eertlfy them u .~ 
Ilnquent 80 the eompanlH eould 
dllcharre tbOD! UDder dOled eo.· 
traeta. 

It Jw ..... reported tIIat lb • 
p ..... nco 01 F .B.L are.la III IIprlDr' 
fi.ld "·u lb ... .ae loe Le ...... n­
... t automobUe trip to Ibat .. ID­
IDr &reL The trip .. 'IInder O.P.A-
1n,,,Uratlo. to 'oI.mln .... b.ther 
bo ~olat.ed lb. ,_IIA. raUOClID, 

. reruIaUODL 

Derl. !Ia,.. "No w...c," 
V. &. Dlatr1et Allom'r Howanl 

. 1. Doyl. aald today be _ .. Dolb· 
'1ft' whallOeverh about the "POrt­

I ,ed lorthcomlnr ...... d jwJ III ..... 
'l.lpUOD of Ute IDbli L. t.ewII­
,lolIDe • ColI Co. Iou dML 

\

' I "'I bave reeeived JIO lutraeUo ... 
'-~ .. r .... ,j from Waah\naloD _ 

. • b. aald, adollD&. ..... 
'", t. =5,,'er crud jaJ7 

~ ..:!~ ~t, .~ wlthI~ 
. ---:. __ , "' .. " "'_'_1. 

Co., SprinrPr''' PJ. YIolated '&be 
civil richla Nlu~ .... 
tranuetloa, II .... 
, ReUabtr 1Ou.rt'ft aid 
by til. lederal "UrftU of bn_lP~ I 
tion wu about comple>ted. 
Ih. _Iter would ... placed 
• led.ral crud IurI ..... 
Spn,..n.ld. • 

Juotlce deputmeDt .rnoWo 
elIDed 10 _ ... L ' . 

It would ... ap 10 tile IftNI 
10 d.termlD ...... u.:;.:.tIIe~:~: I iloo warranta Ul 
conspiracy 10 _Ie 
Min. B -plo7es ... 
IectJvely~ ricbt 1W ...... te.1d 
by tile W....... OoIn1c:t1aa _ . 
eharpo of IDterf ....... wltII ... lit­
dlv\duJ'. richla __ I" 

po_ 01 five ,... ~ 
ment aDd $10.000 __ " 

LewIa. It .... aid, 10aIIIII «' 
mad. a JIlt of about I3SO.OOO ... 
IoIIDe B Cool CO. ID U38, au ...... F 
10 ........ -.. of tile -JIUIF III 
a lockout of Ila~l_ .. bo ...... mom"'" of til ,.... .. _ 
Work.... IA-.F • The .......... 
_t .. ___ to aJIep tbat tile 
.....- .... to break tile UJ... 

::;~ u:~r.i.}~~ # 
mit LnrIa <to Npbi "troI .. 
lb ............ 

Th. IDlmIaI ...... a. ....... 
rIrIt d-....s tvlden.. of til. 
lranaaeUOII durinr ... lllveJllptloJl 
Into a ~bl. llltom. tax __ 
However. a otudy reporledl7 ... , 
lulled In • lleelal ... !bat ao _ 
UOII of the tax IaWl .... IDYolftd. • 

Aa tar u .. 1aI....... IIIIa II aI7 
lb. __ time '!bat III. cIYI1 
nrhla otatate bu ..... on1ltd ... 
..... r &II auered 9IoIaUOII ., 1110" 
W ..... r.~ A Brookl,.., K. 1'~. 

CGDtlIIu'id _ ~ ..... &1& .. _J 
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--_. -- .... -- ------
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,'(. e Strike ,. Poli~ f~r . ,i 
onnally'>AnH-Labor ·Bill,.?­

. Condemnation of J~f:'Q;;j; came ~~ ~ 
another AFL afliliate, ttl lim.tional Boilennakez"!.YtU!IJI. 
one of the \arJest unions the AFL.· :" . . ", . '. ' 

This 1II'U expreaaed In the JUDe lullt of th~311J;z'1 
JD&ken J~urnal," the union', oI!lcial mapslne,.ua.r the 
tILle "Wbl IIbouId JAloor .. .. 
to 1luff0f .... Ibo WbIIIl fit aD 
uat," 

-w ..... __ ' .... 
"' ___ ilia, JIIul L Low\I 
... __ Ia 1M _ ... 10l0i. 
oeII. aU ~ _ aet.mM ,.... 
___ 100 ilia, ..... ·..,. 

u....-
· "IIl..,.t\u.., ~ per .,'''' 
,.uUcal _ fer tIl. UJDIalo· 
IhIloD aU _ .t Ibo ..-

let ., ~ &be- 'Wf. " JaIl 
",,"",01 u_ .... "'iI _ 
.. ..,.. ~ MIe. ... In" ace'" 

· ellle\al _ae\ ............... 1· 

\ 

......... __ lie 10 •• ",,_1 

• 17 ~ 0"" .,.-110 .. hi l1li ....- ....... -..-
1_' Be ... -_ ...... 
I .. 1I·JaM< IqIoIaIloe .. lie Ido· 
I .-. - will lie .. ....,.. • 

. I - ...,. .. IaIow III..w • 

....... I' ........ - ............ . ,w _ ct Gat ....... ow-
f.-I '" ......... ~ Ibo _ 
"'UaW_ct~ ... _ 
lIP' tI ...... _ -.- &» --II.4CKa lIIJNtU. lIlT, LIWII 

• • 
. 'nIo jDarD&I fullr IIII'POfta tile 

· ....... 1IIbI0I 11>0 _ ~ W& _.: . . _. e.m... a _ d tbII 
lime. 1PI>IIe we _ d war, III .... 
1Dd..,uy -, WOIIId .vtual1J _I -
pood_ III UIIo CIDIIn!:7, II • 
matter tb&\ .... DOt lie II&hU7 '-It 
with. Be boa pIa<ed hIIueIf .... 
b1 oorPnJuU"" lD ... emho.rruIIDr 
pooItIoa. _1aII;r If ...... _ 

Thill ill • clipping trca . 
page r of Ute 

"):1.t1.~. i6!4t made .... pt.&ble \o.~ 
fcc' wllI be a\ war wltb ~Y' ..... 

I, If tile ...... 11_ ... 
ooIIW. ___ .... :....;..!' ...... ..:.!"'~, 

:.' 
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\ ~ HITS DELAY 

IN OURBING LEWIS 
Senator Aska 'Who I. BOil of 

U. S.-.Iohn L Lewlt or 
President ROOIevelt?' 

RCESACTION BY CONGRESS 

H. AsseN Failure of Execu· 
tive Branch Lean. ~ob 

for Senate and HOUle 

~--\' 
IJ*U.I te ft'I __ """ '!'Db •. 

WASHINGTON, Jun. _e· 
1M Byrd tJt V!rC1n1e aeld today 
that mUlionl of Americ&.n.I are uk· 
ing the queam: -who II tbe boU 
of the Unlt a tee of Am.nca: 
Ia It J'll!!!. L. • or Prelldent 
It.ooeevett !" 

'He p,lt the (Ueetion and othtn 
Into the Conrr-lonaJ Record .. 
the Senate """'pleted Ita __ 
late uu. atte",oon. UnI... the 
executlye branch tak_ dectaive ac .. 
U"" Ir1 the p...."t oJtueUon. "e • 
held, the eon..,.... mun "do the , 
bUt It ..... to perform whet the t 
ExecuUve branch baa f&lled to do." 

"'What 111_ pow.r baa .10l1Il 
L. LewIa 110 thet he, en4 he alone, 1 
Call defy the rovemment of the' 
United alateo In en boIIr of the 
ereateat perU uu. ... Uon IIU noer 
faced!" Mr. Byrd .. ked. "R .. 
the Amerl .... n~ wltlch n_ til .. ! 
over the coal rrUnu of America kwtl 
Ita power ",,4 ~ 1" . 

The pubUc wu told, Mr .• )'n!. 
otated, tile! no _e could aec.Jr 
~lnn the United atateo p-rem. 
... ent, that 8ecft1ar7 lek .. wu op­
..... tIn&' the _ .... the p-rem. 
ment' • .,-ent and that the UaJ.ted 
alato. " .. the employer. • 

"r.t. toda,. ID the tblrd .. , of , 
the ftrlktt be 1I&Sd.. -rbe ~tat. 
od Pnu reporte thet 1\00,000 mID· 
.n remain Idl.. IIlr. Le_ IIU do­
fled tile War Lebo!- Board. H. baa I 
refueecI to appear before It or to, 
necoUete directJ,. wltII IL PI_; 
by piece he to obtalniDC &II that he 
hoa uked for." 

U Mr. Lewle call defy tho ..... 
"",mont and the tJq _. Mr. 
B)'n! .... rte4, _ can h. "" _. 
tlOUed In time of peace In thA ".,1· 
eanle rea4J ... tmenl period rou-. 
~the .... '" . 
~ b>troc1ueed Jerleletloa IIxtJ 

/ <1&1' .... pro-vIdinI for - .. 
~ flPt.'· Mr. BynI _tinllOd. "'1m. 

.~, & 'f ~ 1 medletel,. the ,..rloua departmOllt. , .... r r r:" 5 .Q:the rovemment ~ JIdo " Ih' 1 9 leu .... ":rIDe theHFwiJUJfiO 
_If:aL 'a uUOMl DlOt'&le to .... 
....... th_ to IIchl _ 10 ........ 

, . 
. e • • 

'- _ ; _'J 

:~. 

reed a ~1t &D4 jh tid lea -,'arl­
, tJa for th_ Jrlao '""' ~UDI· 

'"Ibe ~ tJt the ..... a_ 
win be dela)'Od with IIlUch crater , _ tJt II!. __ ..... _trOI 

, our domeotlc affaln at _.. W. 
~ ... ,. IaI!rr w,lth 

~. '- > > 

'. \ I iffI.-::' -?" S -A r: -
.' NOT HECOH> '''':'0. 

.. 
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Thill is a .L11~Pl.ng tna 
page 1/ ot the 
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:: Finger Poinb to Le'f1~ _ '---, ' .. --0 '.'_ •. ~.- ' •. .., 

~..l NY .trike .. Inexcusable today. But 'the mlnera must nt1ii1i to- wurIr; ImmOdl-
1\. there ian't a ahred of plau.ible J'U8011, ately:' , . '. ,:. , . . 
Jest it be outria'ht &lbota~of the WAl', It ia urgent that an Jabor leaders apeak 
for the Itrike of a half mill c:oaI miners. Ollt and allure the Preaideut their IUpport 
. L&bor mu.t hold .Tohn L. wis reapon- 'for d~i.ive aetion. .. :... ' 
.ible for the walkout, re~uaJes. of the The no.itrike pledge an/l the entire eon-
evident provoeatioUl from lOme of the 01>- ception that this .. Labor', war me&nl 
entors. nothing if Lewis Is permitted to defiantly 

The government, through It. CUltodian i carry out his treaaonoUi prolf&lD. A. 
of mines, Harold L. Iekes, advanced a pro- I Julius Emspak, aecretary-treasurer of the 
polIl that would JrUarantee the minen a \ United Electrical, Radio and Machine Work­
lubstantial temporary wage raise pending en told the Preaident In a wire, labor ex­

.final aettlement. The Wu Labor Bo&rd i pect. him. to take "decisive action" to atop 
h/ld already provided for other improve- 'Lewis and the "tremendous majority" of the 
menta for the miners In ita decision. AU ,trade union movement will back him. . 
,.~ge changes are retroactive. It wu no i )!ol'£o\er,:Mr. EmaPak _ the 'luues 
longer a question of whether the miners I u far beyond those directly a1leetin, the 
are entitled to an improvement. It wu only mine dispute. . 
a matter of bargaining over the mar&inof I' "We ..... prd a ahatdoWII _ the rl&bt .r 
di1rerence and -HOW loWCH the improve- Lewlli to orpaize dimaptioD of the war 
menta ,. .. to be. To cal! a .trike nuder elrort AI IOmethln, that ... t coae fto 
luch conditiona ahows a desire not to .erve I prdlesa of the partleaW l(~tJe.eat of ... 
the interesta of the worken but complete dispute.· , ., • !.,': '; 

indifference and even &lbotage of the war. Of one thuig we are 'certaIn: Neither .. 
~wia, AI the Communist Party' • .ute- 'lA-wia nor that l1Dall croup of "pOW~l 

menl yesterday aaid In point blank warda, I operators" u Jekes called them have the 
."ia .1rylng to usume veto poPier over U.S. ' alightest 'i&tereat In the counu;". &I • 

part.jeipation In the war. He aete himself I The Preaident .. duty bound to aet in-
abo"e the labor mo,:ement and above the \' .ure that our war eIrort does not falter, 
~vemmellt, The mlnen mlat chooee ~ _ iI!fti aU loyal AmeriC&nl 1riIl be hoohfM him 
tw_ their country 'and lohn L. LeW\&. ,. • 

:. 1 Iii!: Zit ~ 
,~ J"OT nECORD~ 
J 3{) NOV. 1 1943 

This is a 'cl1ID)ing--from -. _ . .-J 
page· r of the <,.~. 

~OFXER ~. 
Date I if ~ 
Clipp ~'" ~eat of 
Go?l!mment 
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". I Lewis Defies WLB 

i At Ceianese Plant 
, _Coo <4 '._ (") 9 

NEWAU, Apr, IB,-John L.'"&.n.· ... 
ply yesterday to the War Labor Board'. 
! (WLB) ~that be ead the "raid" 
otrike at yetane.e Com. plaut here _ 
'direct but ' 
; Memben of District ~~Dlted MiDe 
''''orIcc" wt<od to cootiD"" lbeir flop­
~~ ..... plant aDd ~ormed their 

; Tbe company. wblcb maoufacture. __ 
tIaI pIutb for the AnDl aDd Na"Y. aiel. 
however. that more employel were __ 
tng lID WIllIe, laDd that pododlou _ 
iDcre.uIng, ~rtile Work ... of Amerb. ' 
ClO. w!iooe w LeWiS II i'iIJdiDc. c;oa: 

. firmed the 1tatemeDt. 
i M.........bIle. Mayor ViDceDt J. Murphy 

'=-~ ~:.:;....~ ~.;d 8m. G InotIier UMW I 
.o&iclal. lID !mmed1etely. I 
, em, who former\y ore! the Testile ' 
Workers local. 11- out III> ball of tSlOOO. 
8CCUIIICi of baWag obtw!ned -r __ 
faller· - . .' 
ne charge &R&IDat him aDd ..... s ...... 

rietta PSecby. tOrmer nooordtng ........ 1 
for the IoeaI aDd __ a District SO ....... bei. 

l
also out OIl ball. Is that they took t1170 of 
~ CI(J lI0ism'l fuDd ""ben Ih~ 
lID x-u. Both _.face granajuiy·lICticm. 
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,\ Evidenc~ Not Strong Enough / . 
. ~. 

D. J. Believed I}:': 
Case Against Jo1.·· 
... 17>U>o4_ 

Justice Department officials "'Quld DOt _-.. 
porta that they had abandoned plan4 tI> have 
j IftJ' determine whether United :Mille W Qrkel'll 
L.'-l,ewis and the :Mine B. Coal Co., Springfield, 

. eml ngh ts atatute in • $350,000 tran.w:tion. Th 
that the department had decided that evidence it 
relating &ince mid-summer did not warrant action. 

A.tl1. 0eI>. BIddle '"" _ to... -' . . 
IIiIIlIIl<d ...... c4 bII Il>P-ruaM .-. 
".,.. to \he ease. yhIch 1I" .. lnd .. 
quuUon whether Ute ~ .... 
In 'fIo!&tlGn c4 \he 111'...,,'" Am; llI&!M 
of KinO B. .....ploy.. to boIrpJn 001· 
le<ti •• ly. That would 1>& ... been ....,­
~ " 'fIo!&Uon 01 V!O '11.,....._ 
oI1'\l ri&ht.a NtuU!. 

. It '"" -.1a tllat ten lent .,. ..... 
"bout ~.OOO to tnt """'_ III 1138. ollceedl, \0 cover lie _ In .. _. 
out 01 employ .. ",hi> ....... _ben c4 
V!O Al'L Proarem" J4lne Work ...... 
B\1dC!nte 0% the ~ ... 
brour;ht \0 Ihe cIep;i.rtml!nt'. l'lteoll<m 
I>J Ihe tnlernol Rev",,,, B""" .. _ 
__ It .. ~ ·., ... tl,.~ II lID'­
aIble _ _ 'Iue. U !&1eI' WU 

,~Ib"t .... """1& .. 'fIo!&:: I 

----~-:..- ... 

r, 
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'\~:. .. . 
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., lln_ Burk.eCc . 
'J'be Departmeat of "1IOtke wU1 

dodde "Oft7 _,- --"'17 40IrIq 
\hla ... eek, wbetber It wtlI ...... 

,....,. action acai,," IO~ I . 
un;~.~~~'::-!D= 1 

taos, It wu _ed Iaat nIPt bJ 
GwaId 1. wan.ce. _t,.u­
JOeY .enerol. 

WhIle wlthholdto, 4etaIIo of tIoe 
Infomutllon In the _ of tile 
l...uc. Department, Wlllate _4 
tIuot tbere had been neel"" 
from the TreUUl7 DeplU'tmeDt 
data relative tAl.,. an_led· dw 
whoreby LtwIa Ia ala to haft __ 
trlbut.ed IImclo to III IlllDoia ~. 

:::~':~ ~~~:.e: rt;.;:a~~:;'Jt. 
Labor __ union. The c:nlX of 

I the probe ftVo)ve>. AI'OUn4 w er 
the .. fUnd ..... re properl¥ reported 

I o!'" .ibcome tas retuI1l.J m.de by the 
mine operator IIId wbell er lAwIo 

\ would be Involved to any pooaIble 
I effort at tax "aston. 

W a1~ aid a doc\oIoo u to 
wbether anY action ... ouId be 
""ught would be made after the 
Htum cd Samuei O. C'.ark. Sf .. 
AulataDt Attoroey' General, _ 
lou ebarle of the matter. Clark 

out of the dty 7estmiaT IIut 
expeeted to retcu1I the' lin! part 

of the -. ' 
Howner. the 00>l7 tommeat wi!· 

would make fM pIlbllcatlnn 

eaD _ 0Dl:t lhat .... did ... 
Infornatlnn trnm the Treu-

Department retail.., to lAwIa 
tuD.dI: receiveG b7 .. ilJr.e ~ 

lerator. We are otud7lD& the _ 
terial ane! a docIaion will be mad. 
'ftl'7 IOOD.-

Be would not dlIe\- the JWIIe 
the JDlne operator, . 
K. C. Adama, 1lOrman.r opok.­

_ fM Lewta, aid a &rand JIIl7 
SprJ.ncl!eld, m. received tile III­

: fOlrm,.II.'D lUt ... eek and refllHd 110 
Indietmenl. bUt admitted 

that cue wu preRnte4 u • 
.... F"II,~nder tile N'itfGaal Labor 

Relation, Ad rather lb'." • -. I 
eome tax mettU , --

, 
~.-~- .... - .. ~ ... 
1IU: J..~'~" _.~A ... 4:. 
W . .;::;::."" .... ' __ ............. ' 
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10 John L Lewis· War of NerVes : 

] OHN L. L~WlS' announcemtnt 
mat filS l!liLng off of the coa1 

Itl'ike is. merely another "truce" till 
June 20 once more demonstrates that 
this would-be fuehrer of American 
labor, who has just been fulsomely 
eulogized by Hider's Voelkischer 
Beobochter, will stop at nothing to 
gain his ends. There can be no com­
promise with this war of nerves. Be­
fore June 20, if no oetdement of the 
differences between coal miners and 
oper2tors has been reached, the gov­
ernment must act to prevent i..ny fur­
ther sabotage. 

From the standpoint of the coun­
try and the mine workers, Lewis' 
.. cond coal stn'ke was disastrous. But 
from the standpoint of Lewis him­
oelf, the stn'ke brought certain com­
ptnsations. It interfered with war 
production. It allowed him to prove 
his loyalty to the defeatists and to 
those Republicans who support a 
negotiated peace and the appeasement 
of Hoover, Taft, Vandenberg, Lan­
don, and Ham Fish. For Lewis must 
be credited with putting over the 
union-busting Smith-Connally bill in 
the House. In addition, be weakened 
the fight against inflation. He Itri­
ously delayed efforts to get on with 
the war. His actions will ~t in the 
deaths of more young American. 
than could be accounted for by a 
wolf-pack of Nazi submarines or a 
fvision of Axis troops. 

'J Lewis has indulged in a good deal 
~f .. If-righteous posturing. He bas 
biked of his devotion to the rank-

and-file DUnen, but his actioas dur­
ing the DUne "trUce" belied his words. 
He refultd, with the eager c0llabo­
ration of the DUne oper2ton, to pusll 
for .. tdement of the minen' demands 
during the pe'riod of the "trUce." 
Instead, he blocked negotiations, 
turned his back on the War Labor 
Board', every effort to I<tde the 
dispute equitably, while ... carefully 
ptrfected plans to violate labor', no­
stn'ke agreement once again, and by 
10 doing to endanger the oecurity of 
the labor movement. 

His timjng is wonh tonsideration. 
He ordered the second strike just as 
the Smith-Connally bill reached the 
House Boor, and called off the strike 
the moment the bill was passed. 
Thereby, Lewis advanced his plot 
against both the CIO and AFL. 
Thereby, he made his "contribution" 
to the Hoover-Taft lCheme to throw 
the domestic economy into confusion, 
from which reaction hopes to "ret­
cue" it with a negotiated peace, a 
oellout to the enemy. At the time of 
Munich, Daladier played chorus to 
Chamberlain. Now Lewis is'DaJadier 
to Hoover and his friends. 

Though the HoUle p.uoed the leg­
islation Rep. Howard Smith bas been 
trying to slip through for yean, it can 
ItiIl be Itopped in the Senate or, if' 
that fails, by mobilizing pr"",r sup­
port behind the presidential _. 
President Roosevelt and the heado of 
key government agencies have ex­
pr .... d opposition to this war-wreck­
ing bill. 

It must also be rerognized that 
Lewis bas been ahk to .. duce a Iarze 
number of coal miners only beca .... 
they have justilied grievances which 
he bas pretended to IUpp9rt. Apart 
from the wage queotion, the princi­
pal lOurce of these grievances is the 
continued failure to keep living COltS 

within bounds. At the White House 
meeting of Labor'. Victory Board, 

. Presidents Murray and Green stressed 
that the anti-infl.ation prograin was 
being undermined by OPA Director 
Prentiss Brown'. nci11ations and by 
the concerted attack of reactionaries 
in Congress, in the Republican Party, 
and from inside the OP A itself. The 
refusal 10 far to grant subsidies to 
make [I06S1ble the roll-back of prices 
plays into the hands of Lewis and his 
masters. Lewis bas made much of the 
higb COlt of living wbile dehberatdy 
'Purring inflotion. He bas gambled 011 

&mashing OPA, hoping for uncon­
trolled inflation which will debauch 
the economy. The real wapon 
against Lewis is to pusll prices \lack 
to the Ie:rels of September 1942. 

Lewis bas done his best to wted 
. and cliride. His entry into the AFL 
would give him another and greater 
opportunity to Kutde organized la­
bor. The President streooed this point 
when he met the labor repreoenta­
tives, .and added his wish..-hich is 
the wish of the win-the-war groups 
everywhere-for unity between the 
AFL and CIO. Lewis cannot sur­
Yive such unity, M the ~tant~ 
Iation which it would impose 011 Iii'm. . 

~. 
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Basic Daily Pay of .8.50 
1PW',·jt1I .. ,t· Contract Goes to WLB 

.' lly JAMES A. w~ 
'14', 1I.·~r E ur 

WASHl1\CTON. Nov .•. -John L. wi> and !)krinr Seem-
" 

Harold L. Iclces today presented £he WL ' bor 
j~~~. with a formula for ending the eight-month coal wa~e 
I It was not immediately clear whether the Board would 
lIa,ocelPt the present. 

conferences 
and 

time cut and the arbitrary hin& 
of travel time at 45 minutes 
throughout the Appalachian __ 

GOt!' are the issues that may cause the -
remd.lilC'd on speak~ sharprest contrO\'ersy within the 

ing terms with him throullhout the \\'LB. 
roal conAict. bOOred and brought Ickes and u-wis estimated that 
forth a rabbit. Most observers n· an additional 20 million toni m 
poocted the \\'LB to spend many bituminous and 2 million Ion. of 
turbulent hours de-ciding whether anthracite coal would be yielded 
to acrept the agreement or to pre- by the additional ",'ark tim.. but 

, cipita{e I new coJlision. . other obsel"\'ers expressed doubt 
Cuts Lunch Period that the miner< "'ould faithfully 

abide b¥ the IS-minule luncheon 
Two 1ct"Y provisions in the agree- Ot"rioo and might interpret it for 

, ment laid the basis on whkh the th("Jllsekes as a iaoe.saving form­
; UMW Polk,. Committee last night ul. which they w~re not compelled 
! ordered the coal miners to return to recognize. 
I to the pits: -,'ictory' Debate 

t 
~ The UMW reduced the miners The .~eement· also created 

customary lunch period from 30 ~. 
to 15 minutes. The additional work- much debate .s to the extenl of the 

1 ing tim. will give the miners dally victory ",hich Lewis has won I( the 
pay equi"alent to the terms of the WLB grant. its approval. This 

" 

UMW contract wilh minois opera- again appeared 10 depend lID 
ton rejected by the WLB, They "'hether the rank-and-BI. minen 

I will get &8,50 a day instead of the rebelled a/:.in.t the curtailment ol ; ~-tr ~::'. was granted in Ibe their luncheon period or chooe tD 

I accept the Elan as an easy way out 
1 The same daily ,,-aie will be of tbe deadlock. 1 e ~o '!t~er mi(.'-ers_~oug~t ~e Some labor .,..~ «Int....dMJ. 
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.~ Mte; Coal Me!! s~ik~r 
, Next Move Up to LeWlS;1 

Ickes Again Put' in Ch~ge ~,-:;':' ','_: 
'. BII JAKEl A. WECIISi.u -- ""\ ,-

WASHINGTON, NO:~~;:~ nationwide coal atrIke~ 
::~, resembled a mo~ dl.Ilt everybody had already IeeD three 

Once again John L~wis had dawdled whlIe !he mImm JIll : 
knly and silently StiUe1t; and once again President Rooseveit bad 
ordered Government seizure of the 
mines as the fir,t ~e toward eDd- strike, after the government hal' 
log the walkout. - talen over the mines, would maJcel 
fa-Jill!? =~~~ ~ ~? = ::J'! tC:Sm:~le":.t';:7~ 
to sbide onto the stage and an- Smith-Connally oct.' l 
DOunce-after due deliberation with Seizure of the min .. brought DO 
~ colleagues-that the coal miners joy to the coal operators whO have 
,.ilI return to work. repeatedly claimed they are the 

, Lewis Silent' innocent victimI of this procedure, 
EdWLYli !t Burb. spokesman for 

But there were II:iII some UDCeI- the Southern Appalachian Opera-I 
taIn elements in the performance; tors, lamented last night: ' 
Lewis gave no assurance that he -It would seem tballn • JeD51'b1e 
would play his customary part now and reasonable oociety there sbould 
that the President has aet the stage be aome way of punishing the 
'- 1..~ __ It',,nl''llU1inlf {.ct.!aDOe nf the. <ro,;1 ... , .M ftn. t'hP mnt'JNl11t nartv· 

\\"hit."H~;;-.;;;rer-last nillht "he "uW\ui7'" U;' ·;;P,;;t~"b~OOd.:a 
maintained his usual retlceoce; he FOR',. action bad banis~ any, 
was not expected to speak out until doubt In Lewis' mind that the 
the l!MW poliey committee .... Government would try to Waita:' 
aembles at 4 o'clock this afternoon, out. Once again the om mov Is 

.... "-!r _ z .. z _ ____ n, ;tn,.;...; ...... tM Lewill:'., if ~ hesitates the te 

certain ... hether \,; will .wallow answer, The reel Is IDOVlIIi &!Iter 
the wage-terms \aJd down by the this time, ____ ~ __ 
War Labor Board or whether he "". -
will decree that the miners work 

..... , 
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I w~ti>e""~~~~,=er!: "tlO~ 8 \9U 
8J>i>areIltly further embittered ODd 

i rebellious over the latest develo!>­
) menll, will troOp willingly to tLe 

\ 
• '-.. when the llail 110 up, Moot 
• helieve Lewis and his, 

I / • _ i bad<-ro-wcr"~' I __ ' . -be.Jut-
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r-he CIO-'s Path -V' j I t,n:g~t~;;;~:;-w11r!h:L~~:::~~n.jl&. 
If the Jl()-strike' pleda'e III strictly upheld. 1 

S A third day of the(leneral coal atrike . called upon the minen and nilroad work 
passed, with 1agnlk'kw~ still hoJ~ina; to join with the CIO in a clrive to win the 

~. club ovec the llatlOni war euor.,. millIon: people for the ehanp. 
-of Americana both at home and in the armed The leaders of the American Federation 
forces are boiling with indignation that such! of Labor, on the other hand, are still aiJeIlt 
• situation could happen in the midst of war. ~ on 'the mine strike. This atrengthena ~e 

The miners are mistakenly following Lewis suspicion that the AFL', convention at Bas-
In this disastrous strike because they hJf!s .... e...-...... ton-delayed readmission of Lewis because it 
~ far, teen no other leadership in their did not ~ant to have the embarrassing atrike 

_ union, They are isolated from the rest of on its hands. These schemers may rest ..... 
_ the labor movement and are not fully aware aured, however, that when the 8~re is added 
that there are ways other than atrikes up they, too, will not eacape some resPOIUli-
throua;h which they can win their demands. biJity. 
. The CIO, now In convention at Philadel- The CIO ahows not only that its first con-
phia took a stand that showed .qnce more cern is for the war, but it also recognizes, 
that'it really exPresses the patriotism and that you ~n't w,i.n. A~eri~ for _w.ag<; adjuat-li 

~ will of the workers. Its program should be ments"l'nce I"OU-b8CIC ana a 18.1r taX prG-n 
. brought to the miner.. The elO called for gram by a policy that plays Into the barrdal 

J
CT8PPinlr of the outworn "Little Steel" of the defeatists and their Lewiaes. 
ormula and for wage adjustment. B. ut Dol To win the people, labor haa toreaJly pat 
or the purpose of doinc away with a atabiJi- , forward its entire united strength _ CIO. 

''SatlOll p~ but in order 10 aasure 140 D'L, Railroad Brotherhoods, miners. The 
Lewis path is one that serves those who, 
want to drive away public auppOrt from 
labor. 

The AFL'!'!nembe!'!; as vit&!!y Int_bod 
as the CIO In the policy outlined at Phila­
delphia, have the big task of bringing out 
their union! for it. To do so they must bring 
the full weight of their pressure against the 

';\;:~l_!!~;~~;~:::~~tisie:C~] 
'. efforts to ama!h the CIO when labor u:nI~ 
, is the ura;ency. -.: .. ,._ . 
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· ~Mine StrH;'e J ~ . -: I 
~TN ORDERING government .eizure of the 

1 mines, President Roosevelt took the only 
course open to him to protect the interests 
of a nation at war. 

~
rdering the fourth mine strike, fOhp 

L: .' hll8 once more extended a he ping 
and to the Axis, and he did it at the very 

moment when the cables on the Moacow 
conference agreements were'spelling out an 
early doom for Hitler. While Senators Rey­
ilOlds and Wheeler, Lewis' political frienda, 
\vere mouthing their dissatisfaction because 
the last weapons wete khocked out of Hit-

~
Ier's hands, Lewis BOught to knife the home ~ 
front. 

Once more the country 'can see who really 
leads labor. At Philadelphia, the elO con­
vention under President Philip Murray'. 
leadership, reaffirmed Its unqualified DO­

strike pledge at a special order of busineas. 
The CIO fully recognizes that Hitler'. doom 
is near, but it also recognizes that it wililtill 
take hard fighting and Iacrtfices to make 
that poIsible. It warned against com­
Jllacency. Lewis is scabbing upon that policy 
of labor, and is explOiting the Irriev'ancea of 

. the miners to accomplish his purpose. 
.As we have stated many times, the miners 

are justified in their dissatisfaction with the 
WLB agreement. But this cannot aerve as 

~
>an excuse for the stn'ke. ~ 

The reactionary bloc in Congreas which 
H even at this hour is preparing to tight the 

President's program for a roll-back in pricea 
that he outlined in his food subsidy me-a-e 
Monday, is, like Lewis, responsible for the 
situation; lo.are the profit-hungry employ­
ers and 10 il the inflexible attitude of lOme 
government officiall and the War Labor 
Board. 

But by Itnldng and playing into the handa 
of labor'. enemies, the miner. are jeopardiz­
ing their own interests both as workers ed 
citizens. They should instead join the gan­
eral .tream of labor in .. campaign to win 

i 
a tIOund. .tabilization program, price aD 
~eks, democratic taxes and wage adj 
ments. Through a united eft' oTt, labor coul 
win much without harming the war effort. 
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. f; Coal Is Amm'unitionV i ~ 

E· VERY patriotic miner w1ll acne aid 
aupport the President's assertion that 

"We can DO more t61erate the letting d01nl 
of coal production than we can tolerate 1et­
ting down the shiPPing of. supplies to oar 
fighting men." 

, n This means that the policies of John L:, 
'-Lewis sabotaging the prosecution of the f 
;:;-;;ust not be tolerated. Coal production 

1 must continue. A fourth general coaJ .trike 
.:i must Dot be permitted. ~ 
U This is the cOurse to take irrespective of 

merita or demerita of the War Labor Board', . 
decision. The four labor members on the 
WLB. and· the editorial columns of this , 
paper, have '&Tready expressed criticism of 
some of the provisions of the WLB decision 
• on the proposed contract for the soft coal 
miners. &II well as on its 82-cent anthracite 
1'aise. 

The President haa correctly .tressed lOme 
of the good features of the decision, espe­
dally the recognition for the first time of 
the principle of portal.to-portal pay for' 
which lOme compensation is granted. Thia 

J is undoubtedly a partial victory. And it ill 
:l principally due, to the vigorous voice Presi­

dent Philip Murrq of the em raised ill be,. ~ 
helf of the minera. 

But for the miners now to take ags!n to 
the Lewis .trike path ill to undermine the 
chancea for a furth~r adjustment in their 
wage .tandards and at the same time to 
harm the entire Jabor movement. Further 
Improvement for them will be possible only 
H the fight f. successful against the eon­
a;reBsional bloc that is 8c'lttlin$ sound atab!· 
lization; against the profits·fir8t crowd and 
..,..inst the tax-the-poor crowd, as alrainst 

~ 
those who cling to the- outward ''Uttle Steel" 

~ 
raise limit... t ' 

But this fight can· succeed only by labor 
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l FD. R Still Finn; Won't ~w 
further Defiance of WLB t.-

• By JAMES A. WEX:IfJJLIQI 
PJJ'~ N.t;.o.ol l.dttott\ . 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 1.~John L. \lewis, who' enjoy. big 
moments, faced a long hour of decision t~y.. .• 

'Whue thousands of restive, angry coal mIDe ... stayea away I 
hom the pits in the fourth general slrih of 1943, Lew~ prepared 

>? to go into. oe$Sion bere with 200 officu.1s 01 the Umted Mm~ 
Woilers UDIOO. J' P 'bl M . . ! They assembled In the .Iace '0:1 0551 e easures __ 

ces:c:d~ ~~e!~:~~":~~~\ J~~ge:r='l:n:':~e ri:1 
lion 01 coal if the VtI't: rejected ""ir:tion of the UMW. ehecIc 

__ the latest. wage terms 1 down by J>n'<-;Ieges to ultimate re-seizu:ce ' 
the WLB \ \ \ ;u.J...oihQr r~ the mines, prosecution 01 any strile 

As the ~ MW chie s Je~ed leaders under the Smith-Conna!Jy I 
!i:\'M~n!J~~~~h ~:~ ~~~~!i~~111 :f~s:dd toin~.-Uo~~Vv~e~en.an;~~ 
bad hed no exact de.dlme for ac- aD 01 these steps would J>roduee 
ceptance of the WLB's decision •• t ceaI remained to be seen. The pre-­
will be certain be would not toI- valIing view appeared to be that 
.. Ie any prolonged filibuster b)" Lewis would not risk the test. 
the iftlnEii leaders. Some sources Some officiais contended it wouid 
doubted he w~uId wait longer than be easier to promote a back-to-work 
nightfaD for his answer. movement this time sioee the WLB 

War of Nexves bas approved an agreement tha! 
IIlbstantiaUy Increases the miners 

In customary fashion Lewis lIave take-bome-pay--even though II falls 
DO advance bint 01 any recommen· S7l> cents a day abort 01 the D­
elations or remarks be may make to linois pac! aubmitted to the Board. 
the unioo', policy committee. He But others voiced doubt that Lewis 
was once again carrying !Us wile of and his policy committee could 
""",es to the breaking I?"mt. He:i',; halt the iDsurgence promptly even 
~~~ed_~ silent oedUSlOO over Ilf they voted to acoept the contract., 
wTb:.'~WIII no vlsibl~ crack In ' Way Out for Lewis 
die IOIidarity of the mmers ranks One ·out~ had been au esled In 
.. the eigbt-mooth",ld co~ct the UMW ebief. by iIJ: .. ldenl 
",!",hed a ~":"goal,' Once 0.::: Roosevelt Friday and reiterated In 

~ ,..,tbout an Jl I< their a weekend message horn the WLB. 
-~ peared ready to !nvo..e --I Answering LewiS' eIairo that the I anei"';t a\ogao: '"No contract, DO DeW agreement would iovolve a cut 

... ork. Ibn Gov ent!D the basic wage-rate, the Board 
...A~Jed"by Pr:'idente~- formally told hini It would approve 

_c , --'----' more deter- a clause guaranteemg that DO 

~~ w:{~ft '~~~tn .. throw the minen receive less for • day·~ ~ 
~k:: .tthe UMw -If tI renewed I than they <>btained UDder the old I 

! Its defianee of tit: ""t:If: No talk cow:\ n_..nw4 to face a fight 
! 01 COIlIPromioe Will In the air. the finis~;: rouId ronceiv-

.", --.--- -- I ~ t'I~ _~"'arantee u·"""".":1 

t. 

I r:; his objectloo to the ~ 
td"" &! !'here were reporll, m~ 
th I Lewis might receive oome ~ 
.u mce from the While HOllIe .. 
the WLB that the major outlines of I . 
the WLB'. wall" proPosal would be 

l 
extended to cov", other sections ~ 
the Appalachian region. ODe !D­
formed .ource took the view that . 
the new .trike was prUnarily do-

. sill!'ed to win that assurance. . 
lin any case the Dext move_ w_ 

I up' to the miners' chieftain. NObod.~ ~. 
know wbother be would reapood­
with a bang or • whim1*" .. 
. -- - --------. -- -

'I.. 

-
Tti8 is a clipping from 
page !i of PM 

/. 
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---. ----zJ'tb. ~."". __ _ 
'jiM •. Z.~. ,. ...... jc C" M •• Clerr, __ _ 

J M •• C.fh,, __ _ 

M •• Ql&Yi.~ 

" - tb.~4~ 
\ M •• NI.Io.b 

.' \. C'. 'I ~ .., ahead..wi .... mv~ lhuidiaV" a.... -
~

ne ;,eIZUrf' \. "'Wa-' _'!Iw" .','. !4flDvotVinl 
NO.OOO ,,"'eru"" th1fl--tl •• T.ae, 

, Spokesmen fot the Appalaeblan ,~DeCI njec:tioR at, the WLB JI!!o-llr. A .. .. · . I M ~ COOl, operaton eotilrulte<! th.t IIOj:VOO ' ;pouI for .. _tt.. ,eontri>t I't C .... '.----

e Y OV 
~ ..,n,eo&l operaton _re Idle 11- replace the - tIInIod ..... ~,' ''"---

, ter4.,. The AfoOC!ate<! ~Ire- .. ! •. Barb. 
, vort~ that an ad4JtIonal ~~oo the DlIDob .... for eoataIDID, an , ---:H W k I ~1~mlDenstayec! .. _fI'am anjuoWled wac • ....,...... at J'I~':" BoadOD' __ _ or ers ",OJ\!: Jesterda1'" ee10bnte 10llD eeDtaI da7'. ' ' . ' I,t. M"",'or4_ 

lIlitcheU Du.'" honor of • founder Witholrt ~_I.' UMW I. Ita rko 'G S·k of the UJofW and leader1lf ldotOric -...... PreoI·; • ---

O on tr 
' anthr.clte atrik .. 1n 1tOO and 1J02. 'flIl loh" - bJ', -, the t. Q1li ... Ta __ 

I e I President l\o<lM!Vt!lt, aa1d he ChId Es .... tJft lDcluded two, t, N ... . 
I ... uld tak. DO oetIon nut!! _I' the po!nted dip al the min. lo.der. • '----

R 0 It W 't Act I polley committ .. meeUna. but .. u Certainly In wartlm •. the mine" 
o ,seve on ' ..... tehlnC the altuatlon carefully." will 1101 talte the ~t10D that th., 

Until After UMW The .. ri.\1IIn ... of the .. &labor!- ...... oIp DO ..... tract other th.D ' 

M 
. M d ace .... emphulud b7 the ,Pres!, &ot.te<! bJ' their Ie.den," 

eehng on ay; dent and bJ' s..cr..tarY of Interior Preoldenl aald. "Wo ..... t 
142,000 Men Out lhrold 1.. lekel, "ho In a aeparate :: .::: :"'''!':'';!.::"!':.s aacrIJIcH I 

S
. _ _ wlon froze .t Ibe min.. all bard aarel7 • commCIII 

trl/e Within .nd 10ft eoal P1 domestl. oIJeo '" Iilr . b •• _. I' I 1 tD • ~ve 1 aloo &aid "there' 
"Alt LABOR IIOARD public uae .. an emereeDey poD pro- II no basil for the _rtI011 that I 

anemben protest t:harJe by Yide home- be.tine eoat DeedK to the board'. propoaall tnvot in I 

a
FL 

memben of tbe board relieve 4i1treu altuaUoDL I ",ay • reduction in the ~c any 
.t ooal decWon w .. dictate<! til • remark beUoved 4Jreete<\ .t thaI the minen ... reeelvl~' 

y oLber Govornment .,.Dd... the threatened fourth .eneral ~ Lbul eb.neneln. • Ihtement ';;~D. \ 
IJDO lIlo...., demands that oIrib tUrunc wlLb th' expiration by Lewllo In • telerram tD bIa 1I1~- i 

be7 prove or ntraet the of Lb. current ooal _" tnmor· to"""", wbIri1 .... Interpreted ., at char.... !Paco U . row mldnllbt, tho PresIdent aaId. alp_I fot • ,eneral coal - ' ; 
"W 0 ean no more tnleratA! the let· Dovl>. In a letleT' to the Pres!- ' 

· Deadlw N_ tInI <!own of coal ~uctIon i dent wbleh the Whit. Hou .. m.d~ 
" :& lien"" _,,~_ ",e ean tDlerale lett1nc d ..... of publle .. beD the PreoIdflIlI ...: I 
" y - """""'. _ i ahlpplDl of IUPpll .. tn our ts - .....,rlnc letler .... Teleaaed, 01_: ! 
-: PreoId ... t Roosevelt promiaed InC men' "The laaue ia the .. me eleat one 
::J .. ' Ill&ht "'to ta1te decwve .o:tIon The eiree\ of the Preoldenl·. . [lob 1\ baa .1 .... 71 beeD ain .. "--t1>e [' 
.... _ that eoal II _ed" In the tor .... '" put the mine" oquare!J ecin~1 of Ille coal -1rDven7, e.ent the Unite<! ~,_ W L on tile _\.-to decl4e .. bether to' ""oly. Shan the ... ge atabfliZll--aule or.en on poUties 0( the Government be . 

poUCJ conunlttee reJeda the War plied and - \rreapecli ... i' 
Labor Board', Illinoll d..,won at 01 the dispJe .... re of 01Il' _II ( 
a ocheduled Monday mom"" meet- ' toward th_ pollel"r" , 1 ...... ' The l11lnoil deciolon-wIllch IadI- ' 
_, uted the type of odjua\meDt of the ; 

, The President', NIement __ portal-to-portal ooolrDven7 the 
:eontalned In • I.tter to War LahDr WLB would .pprove-~hu reaol\Otld I 

· Board Chairman William H. DavIa' _1'7 ~ ... ble doubt with n-'I' ad _.. I ,pee! to the requiremdlta of the 
,m e ...... Jtc by the Whlto HoUle atabUlzaUon pro_ .., fllVOl' of 
al • time wh ... more than 142,000 ,I the IDlnen' domuda," tile PreII'

1 eoal mInerI _re reporte<\ 1dIe.. I dent aaId. . . . . .. 
; f;t,it;un at tile min ... immediate- i "Some - reaaonab11' I/u.-u... 
· b InvoldnC the _inal penaltl.. whether the boanI .... DOt ->ct! the CoIll1ll1J-8mILb "'D~' !Do far," be adeled. ..-: 

~
Ct. __ .....- u the'i L. The PreoIdent explained that the ! ~.b' "deelliw" eo:tIOD the • ....ard'. l11lnob pro-.l would 
Dt would take, althouCb a ~ve Lbe, minen $M for all"""'" 

l 
e ServIce order to Induct _ '- .portal to portal" tkla:r week,_ 

Jac mInerI wu ... _II; the, , pIdun." .".60 • week more thin tlley an f llOW reeeivlnc fot 42 bonn -.1 

1
;']E;::t ...:,~":. =-: ~ thin UDder tho orIPna\' . " 

IrM:l whleb WLB re}ecte<l , Ij 

f
~ :o..~~iW:erllluW ,r-...-\. 
. "portal to .POrta\. • tile IIlInerio I V 

. - 1 () -~A; -,-=':":.I~' ~:}!'- if ~ -If.5 -, 
OtT ~O'I' In'( (>H I>~:ll 

.... .. 
c: 

\ 

/ 

\ 
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• "I am _dent _ .. ~! 

patriotic: American mJ.nera re 
tbe substantial lnero_1n be 

board'i prOpoul 011 .... my will lIot relect the oppo 
ilhn thftD 10 oecure I ....,1rkI,., 
N/.. _velt RId. 

"But, II I om mbtuen, and tho I 
Ininen do nol .~Pt the board'.: 
propo.II., I 1111 take de.,..I ... ac- j 
tlon to _ that ..,01 .. mined. • I 
Freeu Onier. '. i 

Other dtvelopmenta in the eoall 
.altultia:D included tb~ followlDl: 4 

I. In," ""zin, IU domeaUc-abe: 
.... 1 II' can at the min... Jet.., I 
and the Intemate Comm_ 
Comml"lion aiIo iook eontroi over 
all inChlltrial anthracite eoal DOW 
on nU,- The lrteu of domHUe 
alul WI_ ordered after a numbeT 
of _jor eoal-eonmmm. dU .. ""I 
ported tn.ulIIclent ..... ..".. of I 
eoai io nt:At homel adequitely In I 
the event of a apen of enid 
~.tber. 

2. Spokesmen for tb. Appal~ 
Ian toal operato" luued a N 
m.nt dlaclllmID, Iny reapoDJIbl 17\ 

~
r the coal atoPPllea. "Be,1nnIl11 

, th the wale necotiaUonJ ...... t 
tIrted In March. the operaton 
IV' It all tim.. IUPported aDCI 

eomplied with every pollcy ~ ,. 
. quirement of GovtrnJDe'Ot. Tbil 
pr~M'nt ecJn\.J"pversy 1& DOt between 
tho operaton and the mine work­
,en, but nther between the United I 

Mine Worken and the I'edenl 
Government." 

3, uwU, reached at lila 1Iome. I 
declined to comment on the Prell·, 
dent'l IJlatement or other develop-,' 
lDeDta. I 

4. n. Departmont of interior I 
dlaclOled !hat 10ft ..,oJ procIueUOII 
decUned a leConJ .uceHllve week.! 
with 11,300,000 toOl produeed dar-' 
lui tlii .,PEt ended Octcbr. IS. i 
eompared with 11.725.000 fort.I' 
Pn!VlOUI .. eek. A loa! of 12 .-

toOl a .... k baa been aet. 
II. lek .. nqulalUoned eoaI : UOll for the P.Dnaylvanla - I \!!!;" and from Oblo for the Now I 

(fork Central Rallroid to keep both I 
earrien operaUn, at full ",,~, 

I 
\' 

. , 
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A
· . . C .. TAe OIIIce of War Mobilization J)Irector'l.- SO." . ' ··5 Byrnes and Stabilization Director Fred ViDaon, wlJo baT. I . In e r I 5' ,yielded to these disruptel'll and saboteUl'll of atabllizatimi,' 

. and .till continue to 4D 10, .hare in this reaponsibllitT. 

~ ALL I: N G E 
Vinson's veto of the ~ht unt raise to railroad worken, 1 
It an example. . ' . ,- ! 

~ ...... .. -~' ~ " 

The War lAbor Board .lao "fusee to reco6Diu iUii-
1'1: D ITO R I A L ~~st~.'l"" -:n~ ~lf,to be>~II, . 
:ss of more than a million members 'In the me ~d~ion th'; WLS-U:C;k~uiontha .~ ftDd 
IlO a1IiIiatea, in convention at Buffalo, a loophole for , formal recolDition of portal to portal, 
lIIJIIendation of their executive board (linderground travel) pay, in the dUlty ftlea of the w~ 
Ire pledge without qualification. They hour administration, but they' ateered dear of the more 
iiIOve it Aft unanimou81y as the board flexible provision in the stabilization act itself which Jives' 
it in behalf of such a large segment of them and the Byrnes.Vinson oftices authority to take 
'Very timely and hold. significance any measures necesaary to aid in the prosecution of the 
• view of the present critical moment .... r. The f.ct that coal production Wall falling of! and 
~in faces a te.t. i ~npower had been lIowing out of the coal industry, WAft 

QhtWilI mark another contract dead- 'lO them not a lufficient enough· reason for a l'Ulina'. 
III. At this writing more than 60,000 Th~ decision Jiving the Anthracite minerl the ridicu-" 
Ie _ith .t Iea.t the tacit approval of lou. raIBe of 82 cents a day, also ~use of a mathe- I 

h
' ·t t" .. th h d' matical atr"it-jacket, is further evidence of the board', 

I"W Ole Sl ua IOn IS a~al~ 1D. e an.. policy. The very least the WLB members could have done 
b' Vqnday, from all .mdlcatlons, ~Wl.8 "u to join wi~h the four Jabor representatives' -demanl 

[

-blown general stnke of coal miners. for a chanle. , ' . 
the railroad workers are' taking a·"" " 

, . . The emp]oye1'8 are responalble for the present aitua : 
". " "" . tion by their insistence that profits go above all other ! 
~ occuiona pointed to the juetice of considentiona. Their position dovetails perfectly with that 
he coal miners and railroad workel'll. of Lewis, for neither is he interested in furthering pro­
lticlzed sh.rply the War Labor Board duetion, placing his defeatist polley above all other con­
wthorities for clinging to an outworn a1derations. U the employel'll and Lewis were interested 
lie burna. hi production theyeould have euily agreed upon a pro. 
M for a wage adjustment to enable 87·m that would be ~th -:n incentive to more coal output 
lIP with the cost or living rise. But ... e alld to a correspondlI\g IDcreue in wage&--a formula 
lve said again and again. Such adjust. that even the WLB would have to approve.. • 
II by keeping the no-strike pledge .nd Finally; the labor movement Itself is not absolved of I: 

he stsbilization program. We regard responsibility; lirat because of the disunity in its ranks, 
~am u absolutely essential for we and secondly becau.e Lewis. utilizing this disunity, ill able 
",UOIl would be "OIt harmful to the to cultivate .o~e support, whe~ every union in the ~un~ , 
eolDmon people In general. All adjust- .• houla hold him up u an object of acorn. Ian't it Jo 
tore be made for the purpose of strength-. L. Lewis who p~ented labor with th~ Smith-Conna 
:Ion prQl11'&m. :ACU . \' . : . 
:bru~y ::"th: f81;Ure of t~ia program 1./ 'I ? ~ so- A· " - .... -':-' -" ."~" .. '~ .... 

, f ' . 
'

"" .-
(~ 

ipublicana in Congres! who, jointly with 
emocrats, lCuttled the administration's 
mm. They have emuculated measures 
" and at this very moment continue to 
they engineered the notorioul Ruml aoak­
mm and are now acbeming further .tepS 
nne; they killed the Preaident', $25,000 
and. &rea&~th or a Roman holiday ..' - . \ / . .1.' "'.IV .., 

" S~t. 

'l'l1s i8 a clipping from 
-PBge I sec._or 

L\''''',.-!Jh.u£>~' THE. 'WORKER 

J)Bte /~ ..;. J~ -1./3 
Clipped attohe seat or 

OOv£nur.ent 
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What path .houJd labor take now! 

The Lewis path of strikes is certainly out, for it doesn't 
win wage increases, .nd what is more important, It negates 
the basic consideration that this is labor's war and any 
qualification bf the no-atrike vote is scabbing upon the 
war to wipe out fucism. 

The constructive .alternative Is the mobilization of 
labor's vast, and still hardly used political strength. No. 
this doesn't mean waiting until next election to cut a 
ballot although. a blow to the defeatists and reactionaries 
In the many elections this coming Tuesday will be very 
Important. It means a drive RIGHT NOW to win the 
Tast majority of the people-Who are not in labor's r~n 
.-to the idea that a Bound stabilization program is i 
;rerative for, a quick. and decisive victory over the . 

The Transoort ~rlser§ TI;iQn of New YOlk gave 
practical example of what this means on a local buis. 
A tight which seemed almost impossible to win ended in 
• areat victory for the union-and the war effort-with­
out • strike. 

Congreaslhen will continue to sabotage the stabiliza. 
tion program, stabilization authorities will continue J 
yield to them, employers will continue to think only f 
profits-just as Iollg as they feel labor's political apat 
and know that the puhlic generally is not yet aroused. 

If labor wanta a aound stabilization program, with 
the President's seven pointa fully applied; If a wage policy 
ta to be realistic with production and a high morale the 
.ppennost consideration, tben labor must unite its forees 
fb Iaand:i ita areatest drive to win the people. ___ _ 

-- - --... --- ------------~--- ----~-..... --.----

--



~ r' -, , 
~ 
~ , 

, 

! 

! 
~ 

~ 

! 
l 

(:( 
\ 

0 

. ,-a What path Ihould labor take DOW! 
• 

The Lewis path of strikea is certainly out, for It c!oean't 
win wage increases, and what Is more Important, it negatea 
the basic consideration that this is labor's war and any 
qualification bf the no-atrike vote iB acabbing upon the 
war to wipe out faacism. 

The constructive alternative Is the mobilization of 
labor's vast, and still hardly used political strength. No. 
this doesn't mean waiting until next election to cast a 
ballot although. a blow to the defeatists and reactionariea 
In the many elections this coming Tuesday will be very 
important. It means a drive RIGHT NOW to win the 
1ast majority of the people-who are not in labor's r~ 
;~to the idea that a sound stabilization program iB i -
;rerative for, a quick, and decisive victory over the . 

The Transoort ~r1cer' JIllion of New YOlk gave 
practical example of what this means on a local baaiB. 
A fight which aeemed almost impossible to win ended in 
• &reat victory for the union~d the war e!fort-with­
out a strike. 

Congressmen will continue to sabotage the stabil"iza· 
tlon program, stabilization authorities will continue J 
~eld to them, employers will continue to think only f 
profits-just aa JonI' as they feel Jabor's political apat 
and know that the public generally is not yet aroused. 

If Jabor wanta a sound stabilization program, with 
the President's seven points fully applied; if a wage policy 
ta to be realistic with production and a high morale the 
wppermost consideration, tben J.bo~ must unite its forces 
fil lWadi its greatest drive to win the people. _. __ 

- "--_. - ~---~- ---.----- --__ ~--~. ___ -r~ __ -----------------
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\ jLewis Ignores 

Peace Formula 

j , .... - '-\. 
WASHINGTON. Oct. 28.-AD­

other nationwide coal strike a 
peared inevitable today ... lQl!!> r. 
Lewis lailed to give any ir.d;cation 

\ 
thathe cared to diJCUSS the peace 
19rmul• ad"anced by the WLB 
:War Labor B_d) in an M\ernpt 
.~.m15TlthS~ wage 

controv." between tli United 
Mine Worle" and the . Operi. 
tors. 

Th. WLB', oller would ha"" re-
sulted in a basic wage 01 ,8.1211 
lor an 8% hour work day. 
~ UMW yesterday summ~ 

, its \policy committee to meet at I 1 
\ p'c;pck Monday morning-too • 
\ to tan oil th. Iloppage fixed 
f ~Iond.y morning. . 

.. . , 
< . 

I 

.-----~ 
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I To Eye Lewis 
Union 'Deal' 

It WOUld be up ~ the aratId 
Jury to determlne whet.ber Ul~ 
transaction warrantt ... indict­
m.,.t~ eonoplnq to YIolatt !he 
naht 0 Vine B. employ .. to """. 
pin ectiveb'_ l'ICht ruaran 
~d them by the w_ Act 
ConVlct.\on on tharI'eo of Inter 
tem, 'lrtUl an Indlvldual'. riIIht 
re=lt.ed In .. decalon Ulat 110 no­
!'rara ImPl'\&ODDlent and 110,000 
fine. 

LtW. It wu .I~. Io&ned "" 
made .. ~ft ot abOut '3~O,OOO to 
141M B. Coal Co .• In 1938. aUeged· 
ly to cover loss .. of Ul. eomp&1lY 
lin a lockout of Its ~oyes wbo 
weYe members ot t1!e~\~eA1ve 
MIne Work... (AP'LI. The Gov. 
ernment la expected to alleie that 
Ule P\Il'POIO ...... to break !he API, 
union. wbleh resulted trom .. II>llt 
'lrtUl Ill. VKW In lP32. and per. 
mit Lewla ~ reptn coatrol Oftr 
the ZIIlDers. 

1 ;;:C;i.;~_-_··_~_ 
1IIr.01&",t.,_...,.. __ 
••• La •• ___ · _' .... 
11r •• III1.1I_ .... _, , 
1Ir. lta •••. ___ _ 
.... '1' •• '7,.. ___ _ 
.... c ••• oi ______ __ 
Mr. CO'U7 ___ _ 
.... Buh •. ___ _ 
M •• JtUIIII' ___ _ 

1I,.lhOalr, __ _ I 
II •• Qat .. T,m .. 
11 ••• 1 .. ', ___ _ 

.. h. Oa"'7 ____ _ 

< I 

I' 
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". ;,~. . - Mr. Nlaiooh. __ _ 
J. -Mr.a ••••. ___ _ 

----------------~------------

1 Lew'ls Dr'lv'lng Charge lIPread crltlclam fnm PI"" .l1li', motol'l.lta. baa been lUl'Ded _. 

C' 'II A 't' Act' to the Sta~ OPA atflce In JI.oan'j i "II wal 109 Ion oke and to N, ~t.IoIl&l OPA hea4-
I ; lquutora for dllpoc!ttOll. ~ 
: _ iThe Alexandria rationing board Capt. Jam&'DourlU. 
WSt night rev~aled that ~ cue! at the bo&rd/laid be 1F" UDahi~ 
of U.M,W. Pruldent John L~wIs., to .tate ... hat aetlon. If &lJ7. wflI 
.. hOOf recent motor trip to I!II'1 be taken, Lewis malntalJla ilia 
no!& to Bee hI! mother,. dr ... wld!"~ •• l roaldenee In AlesancIrIL 

INDFXED 
1'0 

II •. '1',..,, ___ _ 
Mr. Cer .... ___ _ 
II •. Cof,., ___ _ 
IIr. 8 ••••• ___ _ 
II •. ltnlllu, ___ _ 
IIr. 11.0."0 __ _ 
II., Chi .. '1' __ 

IIr. H .... ,.----

~", I 
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FBll1as StUdiid-lt-,­

G~andJury May Exariline 
John L. Le~s Mine Deal: 
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Mr. I 

, - Mr. Coff.'~:--:-

Mr. Lad ' 

$350,000 Lewis ';Loan' to Minf 

Mr. Gla~l. 
Ur. Nld •• 
Mr. Ito ... 
Mr. Tu., __ _ 
I4r. A .. rt __ _ 

Mr. Cara •• ~. __ _ 
Ilr. Bar"o __ _ 
Mr. B.,,4oa, __ _ , . n·.· \ 

(:;rand JUry to Prob~ '\ 
I , 

FBI Is Wo;king on- ~:S~; th~t 
(Xplains His 'Pleasure' Trip to nlincJ~s 

.. By ~ H.Cou: 
,.,',- Q 

W ASIIINGTOS. Aug, 3O.-John L. I.,e"is, president of mJ1 the United Mill(' Workers, is innocent of any charge that 
~ he used gasoline fOJ plcflSUre driving 00 his recent trip 

10 Sprn'gfield, Il\.-e\en though he spent 36 hours visiting 
his 84·year-old mother, Mrs, Anna Lewis,. ' 

Ally 'puhhc rt'port on the OPAr--.-_-.-.. -.• -,-.. -------.lJ 
",,'esligation 01 Ule trip will e,on· Llstea as LOan 't 
erate Lewis 01 all charges and shn" The case Is scheduled to be 1>re-
that the mine union chief ~ drh-e ed r: S qer>t to a jury at pring· 
from Alexandria, \' a., to the Illinois 1e1d within e next fe'W 1'Veeb,: it 
cool 6clds was no ple.asure jaunt. 'Iv"" \earned here. 

COv+ It Up 'j The facts in the C8Je, lint re-
~;" dr~ to o<Ymois on bu.i· ported by PM last Fall, indicate 

It" that Lewis' union handed the Mine oess:-busmess h~c chose to ('O¥. 

er, up b>'INs r~rk to • reporter B Co . ..",.., '350,000 at about the 
'II ~ DccatW:' 111." .u..t i)~ wa. ju" time of the lockout that .... abled 
d,,'l"o GSI to,~""gficl!l to see hi> UMW organizen to raid the rival 
motf~""'.'" C't.6o.\;·fOf gasoUne un!on', membership, 

C d The ~-.. ~ Is listed on the 1"',.. hipl w'""",-IUs Bud lor U~~~ 
w,..- l>usmess. ,< unloR books as • loan. Since the 

The fact is t~ Lewis went to FBI investigation was begun, Carl 
Springhdd ~ agents 01 the Elsbolf, president of the Mine B 
Federal Bureau of Im'estigalion Co., Is reported 10. bave peid"lOOO 
were there checking into tbe finan. .,.. the debt. 
cial transactions between Le'>\is' un. 1Dere also ore charges that 
ioD and the Mine B Co., a coal oper. Lewis kept lOme 1" members of 
*" that engaged in. a long and the rival union, the Progr~' 

'fPJIlv lookout of members of a ri\'a1 M"ane Worken of America, 
I,FL union at • time when Lewis " Ill> its J"'yroll during the time If 
>j'" Irving to oust the rival union ,; the /ig/at for escIusive barg . , 
fiom the IlJiDais coal fields, \' rigbta. . • •.•• 'I The FBI Is investigating the pas-
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. iIIe ally Io;-~;;n,~~~ 
~' Mt.eS Co, 
Siib" that !lie 

,~ U. UDder -the National 
, tions Act. nat law \!WIr .... t" 

w, or\1~rs1l>e right'to join 
of their own choice. 
" A wrltten law put on the 
in J870. principally to 
I.':u. DUll JQan, makC!5 ouch coo-­
spiracy illegal. 

It ,,'as this '18m. law that was 
used to aid tbe UMW in llKlS-·th<, I 
YeM 01 the Mine B Iockout-<lur· 
ing the prooecutioo of coal 
tors in Harlan County, 
Justice Dept, lost that 
the jury was unable to 
• Conviction UDder this 

aiminaI penaItiea. " 
i Evidence of the 6oonCla) trans-
1_ between the UMW.nd the 

I 
Mine B Co. was 11m discovered by 
agen!> of the U. It Treasury De-

i partment during an investigation of 
Lewis' and the UMW boob in • 
tal: matter. 

The faCts ....... referred to the 
White HOUle and tbeoae to the 
Justiee Dept. for prosecution, J • 
:tice oBlciaIs. fearing ~ I IfW"'" attempting to , for political reasons deJa I OIl in tf.., """" so long that there 
, been cbarJlea that they .... \:Iecting ~~uty to the ~ 
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U I IUIII1 LLlIl" I 
PROBED BY F.B.I. 

Charge ~e Paid Illinois I
j Mine Company to Break 

Rival Union. 

. BY EDWIN ~L."HEY. 

i·~=:;TJ'::~i dertaken III Investij:atioo of ~ . 
cial dealing between JOhn. I 

. wi< and Ibf{ Mine B Coal Co: 
In Sprinlfiold, II!.. It wu learned' 
here today. The facts In the cue 
will be laid before & crand jury 
10 Sprinlfield late in September 
or early in October. It lVU further 
!~"!l!d. 

.1- Ju previoualy revealed 10 The 
/I ~hlca_IO DaU7 &ws, Ibvue 111-

volv ... aubaidy of thfllt.Mil1e B 
Co. by the United J.fin. Wo<ken 
to reimburae the company for Ibe 
Joss.. auffered \1;: Ibe lockout of 
memben of Ib""""",eoaive KIne 
Workers, III AI. of L. III' 0 \I P 
which .evolted frOID the J..ewII. 
leodenhlp 10 -1132. Th. amount 
of In,ODey D&1d to the comDAlU' by : 
the union,' it is !lOW learned. -..-. i 
In . the Ileilhborbood of $350,000.\ 
,Th. lockout 10 queolioo took pia<e 
III 1'38. 

C ... C&_ C&1>iael alii. 
The cue hoi alread,. <allied &, 

a1i,ht r1f! bet .. -. Se<re1ar7 of' 
~e 1re~&ury ~"!~~.thII~_1ItJtJ A'! ... 

' . 
. _;- .. 

" . . ' 
-~ 

! ~q GeD_ Bi_ J" 
'. t 'Imd evid~ ~ •. 1 nanclal tr ..... etlono __ 

: U.JILW. 0114 th. MIne II Co. 
, en InvnllpUon of the UDl ...... 
I Lew!o' aCCOUlli.t., end turDe4 1. 
I tile !:l !be matt..er P'lf!l: to 11 

WhIte HoUle. "bOllee It 1'U .. 
to the DepartmOat of Juatlee. Pal 
ure at Ibe JLlltice Departmoat ~ 
Snitia.· te. "." immedilte c:rImlnol 11>-1' 
veotiptiOI1 c:auoed a tmDor eah-

1 
~~ ~;;:";';OD ;\ 
pe<:ta, to.the .federalIDVatiC.tl .... 
tb!' 7 ~.I. mawn is con'CttDed 

I 
wlib ~'bJ; -;1~llo~ of the old I 
civil richta statute at 1870, J>UHd 
to breok Ibe Ku Kiux K1aD, bul 
MYel' Invoked "eo' IUcceatuJly.; 
The Barlan County (&7.) coal; 

\ ;~~t::e 193~;;~eun~ r \ ended 10 I jury diucreemeut. The: \ 
, statute provid.. criDllnll penal-, , 

Il.. for a c<nuPiraey to deprive: ' 
ptizeru of their civil richla. III) 
w:w: eue the Illlnoil mmera who 

~
OUld bave been eo derprlved 101 
e event of • con.piracy to break J 
elr UDlOl1. 

I.JIie4 .. a ~. 
lDCidentalty, It .... tbiI .. JU.' 

IDvestij:ation .. hieb b<ouah J..ewII 
. to Spril1cfield recentb, ... hue be 
• became IDvolved wlib the OPA,' 
: foUowinC the compJalDl of ciU-; 
, oeM Ibat be had driven bIa aulD-
mobile from Alexandria. Va., to, ,. 
~cfitld OIl 1I000eaaeDUal buiI-1 

The money advallced by J..ewII i 
and the U.M.W. to the MIne B.I 
Co. appearo on the booka at the 
comPallY .. a 10l.Il, It ..... lean>ed. 
Feder.l IDveaUpton found. how­
.... er, that Ibere .... HUOOabl. 
.,..,...,d for permilUl1l a .,-0Dd I 
jury to decide whelber the S360.-
000 ..... • lOll> by the uniOll to 

,the company at: ... out and out 
i .,-ant to reimburae the comPllll1 
, for breaklnc • rival UDlon .."up. 

i fnfJ:~1·1f:!; :::;:t_7:i=1 i Co .. _ .. cled by earl ~ . 
G «paid 1.1.000. ~ the J8IiI£~ I 

* ......... -_ ..... , .. ~--~.- .. ... - ... -.... . ..--....... . 

CHtCAOO DAlLY NEWS 
R/.,,'/Y.J 

----. , ____ ... o--------~ 
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WHEN MEMBERS ef tile An. 

executive eouncU toot;I\P the 
Jftplication of JOhh L.~. 
United Mint Woriers eiiFel. for 
re-entry Into tile AFL thI& "'.­
In Chic.go, they thdn't bother 
tD ull reporters that Lew!a 
might have been baek In the 
AFL lOme time before, except 
fOT at{ong intervention from the 
White HoUle. 

It can IIOW be revealed that 
the President wu extremely 
perturbed about the burll' mIno 
labor chief', e!fortl to climb bact 
on the AFL bandwqon. In fact. 
be e.xpressl"d himself to friend. 
in very blunt language about bow 
foolhardy it would be lor the 
AFL to welcome Nell:; • man wbo 
wu in dinepule for openly defy .. 
tng tbe Government durinl the 
.une dispute. 

Jt also can be ~ealed that 
William Hutcheaon, AFL carpen. 
ter's boas, and other Lewta 
fliends on the executive eoundl 
had the Itage all aet for a apeclal 
meeting of the council flit May 

! to consider Lewu'. application. 
, This wu the inside reason whY 
, John L. inclosed a fat $60,_ 
I check fbr advance duet with JIll 
{ application. . 
i Just who blocked: the move­
: and bow clo .. ly the Preald¢ 
i himself .. u !nvo)ved--4a. aeeret.. 
I But Admini5tration lnliden re­
I port that Marvin McIntyre. tile 
( Presidebt's 1leCre1Ar7. a p-eat 
: friend of the raIlroad bl'Otber­
• bood.. had a band In IL 

Furthermore, immediate!), af· 
ter Lewb requested re.dmiscf,on 
the President had .. parole COD­

ferences with Dan Tobin. team .. 
liters' bo51 .nd a top--ruDl meJDoo 
her of the AFL oxecutln ........ 

j eil. pluli George H.rrlJon. rall .. ! .... y derks' bead, who is the moR 
, powerful llgure In the brother-
1 hood5. 
, Immediately afterward tile 

move for • special execuUve 
councU meetin& Wat abandoned.. 
In tbe c<>urae o{ one ef tbooe 
conference. ·the quatlon 01 

· ~4'. appllcaUon for readJn». 
aion was di.acuued. at .ami: 
JenJ\b-eDd the Preald""t G· 
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SPRUGl"IELD FIELD DIVIDCJI( ... 

ILL!l10IS STATE REGISTI!R 

Mr. L .. ;: __ ..•• ~._. 

"". ""-
=-;::=j "'. A-. ........ . 

r.S. Grand Jury To Sift .' Ilr. (,..-..... 

,Hr. 8 ..... ~ •....... ~ 

" F.B.l Investigation tnt 
., T 711 lIT 1I6!_ ~ 
U.lfl. tv. -.lYllne B 

----_.­ .-~ 

lu.~.~~~D!~~I~"fr!= ~t !uln:>­
TO PROBE DEA.LI~~~;~~;fi~d~n~II~.'~I~ 

Continued trom P .... 1. civil rirhtJ ltatule ",",0",00 L 
transaction. it was 

fed~~al. ~and jury ~ ~Y 1n.d~~~~ ~ ReHab]e aources said lIIaul .... .! 
jlwo bakln,c companlel, twO 01 tnelrlbY tbf' federal bureau of iD"'ostl' .... 1 

~ 
officials, and two ottieen of th~ tion WIll about completed. 
'Bak~T)' A ~nf~cUonery Worken the matter would be 'Placed 
InternaUonal unlon (A.F.L.) on a federal crand jury here or 
char.ceJ of eon.plrin, to injure em- Springfield. • 
ptoya of tM companies in the ex- JUitice department .WclalJ de. J 

I 
rreiae- or ri.chta cuvanteed th~m clln~ to eomment. . 

. under the fair labor atandardl acl It would be up to the ann4 JWl' 
, In the Brooklyn eue It WAI '0 detennlne whether the tran.ac­
char.ced that the defen&lnll eon· Uon ..-...manta I.lI Indictment lot' 

'Iplred to thruten with diachar,e eoruplracy to violate the rlcht ofl 
,and otherwlH Intimidate empJo)'1!C Mine B employes to ~ col-! 
unlell the-y .laned .. alven or lectively-a rlJ'ht paranteed them 

I clalnu for unpaid minimum •• ge.a, by tlIe Wagner act. Couvtctlou OIl . 
unpaid onrUme .nd bq,uidated char&el, of interferln&: 'tI1th u in~ 
dam.'~I. That Indictment charCed dividaall rtghtt camea maximum f 
that .. part 01 the eon.plraey the- penaltles of five 7e&n lmprlaoa.\ 

I union official. retUHd to accept nw;n_t_~d !:o~~.... • ____ .. __ . 

partial payment_ ot arn-.rapl lDlm:deW

; .;~ ~-.:u~ ~ '; 
union duel from ~hOle who re- MiDe B Coai Co., 111 1938, aIlepcUy 
fURd to JJp lUen walvln and to cover loaes of the company In 

) 

threatened to certify the-m .. 4!'-' a lockout of It.I~. p~loyes who were 
linquent ao the companies could memben of th'N'"lVcreulve MiDe 

. :E~;eo;;~;;;::;;r~;I~:~jt~~ ~ 

• 

r::> 
lield wu lIle c.dle loc LowlJ' re- wllll the UN.W. In lI32. and ~r. 
cent .utomoblle trip to th.t JIIln· mit Lewta 10 fepl'; c6DtroJ _ 
lni iIlia. The uip I. under O.P.A. the !!l...!!'.!!r!. 
lDVelU,a Uon to ddtrmlne whether The- lnternal !'evenue bureau 
he violaltd lb.e cuolLDe rationinc flnt dllOOvered evidence of the 
relUlaUGnL tr-.nl&ctlon durlnl an JnveJ1.ipUcm 

Into • ~ble lIIeome tax cue. 

J 
t 

t 
I 

o.Jie Ia,.. "No W.r&.- However, a .tudy reported.,. ftoo 1 
lUlled In • declalon th.t 110 _', 

U. S. Dialrlct Attorney Howard UOD of the tax laWi tliU Involftd. I 
.L. Doyl. Aid tod.y 1\. "k ..... DOth· A> far .. IJ ltDo .... thlJ IJ 0I1Iy' 
'inc whauoever" .bout the "POrt .. the ~ time -that til. dYI1 
. ed forthcominr r~&Dd Jury III.... rl,h~ statute bu been IPPUod '" 
ll .. tlOD of the lobn L. 1AwII- CO\'Or au aIIe,ed ..sol.tlon ot. !be 

.1lIn, • COll CO. loan deaL W.II'7I.P aM .... ...v..Irlva • " 

\ 

i,,~·· ~~'~:r:~ :~:~~O:: '·;;:;;-';uii-;., ~.;;~-&.-¥: ~.; 
. '- .. be .. 14. ad4ln&. Itow. 
,. .... t a. MI',]er crand JuI"1 
1"; ed to ..... t. Ilo .. wl\hlll I 

, / -=th. .... j ~ __ 
. - -~ .. -~---.-.. ----
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Condemnation of Jor. ~Ia eame 7~rdaY ~ 
another AFL aftiliate, ternational Boilermakers UnlQJI, 
one of the Jaritst unions the AFL. ..... • . . 

· This wu expreueci in the lune luue of th~-l' 
makers lClurnal," the union'. oftlcial mapzine,UDder the 
IIUe "Wh, 8houId ;t.a- Be .-
10 Bufier lor U>e Wblm at an . 
Uat?" 

odf. aD ..... _ odIoao r.. ~IU!o .. nt!melll 01 a ... i 
u... __ teo &bal tad," -' jortl, .IJI bIa _borabIp. 

&be odttortaL -lIT III 1ft. LoIl1I, Wl1lIUl 
· '"87 )JIel"llllti1Jll' ilia penobIJ: pi Green. piWlDmit or \lie Awii"',e;n 

peUlk:aI tlaUke for lbe oUmIaIo'l !Federatlon 01 x._. blunllj de-, tn,,,,, aDd __ .t U!o .. _ DOUncod the unpatriotic &lid ..... 
oel ap .,. &be .......-. .... _ .. tactlca 1>7 Lew!&, ... hlcII ... \ 
opIlefal a&uu.de .... ___ oulted In U>e ..mt ~ 
......... eYer)' ...... _ee .... '"n1Io atttlucle nI\eCta U>e _ •. 
• lIlolal _duor .. b_ .t • _,; wIleImInr _tlm."t 01 praetIcoltr: 

I labot lI>P_tIo ... be .... "" .. ,. ...., man 01 orpnIae4 labor ..... 1 
.. I, "' ....... rpalaaU ....... 011 u belore ltaled, the mlDe ........... ! 

I .rpnlad ....... • - pienao "In hIa -"I pooIUGD be o\aIIIII 
I -. B. - .. - • 101 .t alone ... 'Ieo.4er. lIle rema1IIder at 

anU·labo' IePlaUcm to .. 1II&n· .. bam I>eIlen thai DOt.hInc'II __ 
I .-. ... llIeb wII1 .. aD ~. Importazlt tIWI &be wInDIDI~ 

able "1IIJa7 to laW oIl_. Ii ...... 

· - .m.ou/h ...... _ Jaber be 

I ~ ......... aD ....... - )0. and cot..- tor lb. bUll . ,~.~~ .~~~~ =: t&cUct IH (me ~ .,u.t,- __ ~ __ ! 

I =-~";.'i.; ;; ;;;:.= .;;t I ~ lIP' it .. aloaJ UaaI _. tWo 
otItMIoI ~ . 

. IlACIUI 1IlNEU. BIT. LIWJI 
• • 

'l"'-oi Jc;ur-ual tUll1 ;uppcrt... the 

..... IIPt tIllbo mlDe ~ ""'\ _ ... : 
"Howe_. caIIInc a _ at _I 

tim ..... bIIe we are al ....... In an 
Induatry thai woul4 rirtuat17 ,*'II 1 
produet.km III \ilia country, II al 
matter that can DOl be IlIh\IJ dealt l 
W'lt.h. Be bae placed hlmIeIt and 
hi IOrpblzatlon In an ombolTullDC 

This is a clipping from 
pooItIou, _1atI7 u __ _ 
ment .. ~ made &C<Optab\e to~ 

ltor';'( wID be at war wllb ~"" ..... 
~t, U &be Iuuo II ~ .-
.ettJId. ___ ___ ., __ o·_ .... .:L _ _ < • .:~_. I 

page j- of the 
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\ HIT&DEI.AY 
IN CURBING LEWIS 

Senator A.k, 'Who J. Bo •• of 
U. S.-John L. Lewis or 

President Roosevelt?' 

tJRCESACTION BY CONGRESS 

He A.sert. Failure of Execu­
tive Branch Leave. ~ob 

for Senato and House 

---\' 
.~I to 'tn lCIEW 'Ibn: '2'Dd •. 

WASHINGTON. June !l-Sen.­
tor Byrd of Virginia aald today I 
that mUlJonI o! American. an uk- , 
ing the qU~'~i : "Who la the bou \ 
of the Unit, 8 tel of America; 
18 it John L. wt. or Plaldent 
Roo8evelt ?,j,. I 

-He put the quealion ~d others j 
into the Congreulon&l Record u 1 i 
the Senate completed it. buaineMj 
late th1I afternoon. UnJeu the 
execut.fve branch take. deeiaive ac­
tion In the preeent attuaUon. he 
held. the Congreu mUlt "do the 6 
beat It .." to perform whit the f 
Executive brllnch h .. failed to do." 

"What hidden power haa John 
L. Lew11 80 that he, and he alone. ~ 
can. defy the loverrunent ot the t 
United State. in an hour of the ~ 
,".test peril thil nation hu ever 
faced "" Mr. Byrd uked. "Hu ~ 
tht AmeriCAn flag which now flies ~ 
over the coal mine. of America la.tj' 
ita power anel prutip 7--

The public .... told. Mr, Byrd. 
mted, that no .trike could ooeur\ 
ag.lnat the Unlted Btoteo covern· 
ment. that Secretary Icku: WU op­
enttng the mind .. the I'ovem· 
ment'. agent and that the United 
State. ... u the employer. . 

"Yet. today. In the thlM! day of 
the Iitrlke:' he .... d. -rlIe Aaoelat· 
ed Prea reporto th.t &00.000 mIn­
era remain 141e. )IT. Lewia hu • 
fiNS the War Labor Board. He haa 

:~~teto ;!= ~~~~t ~e!:~ 
by piece he la obtolnln&' au that he' 
bu uked for." 

J! Mr, Lewla can defy the cov­
emment and the flag DOW. Mr. 
Byrd ..... !Ud. "how can h. be _­
trolled In Urn. of _ In the \'0\. 

ieanlo readJUlltment period follow· 
~"'" the wv'" 
~ IDtrodueecl Jepl&tloa oIzt)' 

___ days &CO provlc!ln&' for .. - ... 0- tllht.' " Mr. Byrd conUnued. "lm-
r~. ~1 ~ 1 medl.teIy the VariOWl 4epe.rtmODto ... r: r· .; ~ l' G:the covenun ... t ""P""'klhte , ., U LJ. JaU"", aaylD&' thanr wOula be 

~, "1110 ten natsonal morale to n-
'qUIre thOM to ftCht no hi ... _ 

, tUWd lb ':ork and prod'ac' .,t-l .. 
, ala for thooe ... ho .... re fllhtiJlC· 

''The wlnnirlg of the ...... -
will be do1&,..d with much ,.....ter 

I 10. of 11fe unldl we can control 
our domelUc affaln at home. We 
~ &DY ioQger w;tth 

l%.11~fc~:~~) 
~6 NOv.l .1943 

This is a clipping frca 
page / / of the 
New York Times for 

Q .... .,.,0; -4( /?~J 
C~pped at the Seat of 
Govenunent. 

...;....~----~----. ~----.-~--
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Finger' Points to Le'fl~ _ 

+.1. NY strike is inexcusable today. But 'lbe miners must ret1ihi to'wad: ~mocn:. 
.a there isn't a ahred of plausible reason, I ately." • 
Jest it be outright sabotag~. of the war, It ia urgent that aU labor leaden apeak 
for the strike of a half mill coal miners. out and assure the President their support 

lAbor must hold John L. wis reaDOn- for decisive action. ~. 
aible for the walkout, regardless of -the, The' no-strike pledge ana the entire eon-
evident provocations from some of the op- ception that this is Labor'. war means 
eraton. . nothing if Lewis is permitted to defiantly 

The government, through Ita custodian • carry out his treasonous program. A. 
of mines, Harold L. Ickes, advanced a pro-I' Julius Emspak, secretary-treasurer of the 
po.al that would guarantee the miners a \ United Electrical, Radio and Machine Work­
substantial temporary wage raise pending I era told the President in a wire, labor ex­

. final settlement. The War Labor Board : peets him. to take "decisive action" to .top 
hlld already provided for other improve- Lewis and the "tremendous majority" of the 
menta for the miners in its decision. All; trade union movement win back him. 
wlge changes are retroactive. It was no I Morw,er, Mr. Emspak .ees the. issues 
longer a question of whether the miners· as far beyond those directly atTectmg the 
are entitled to an improvement. It 11'88 only I . mine dispute. 
a matter of bargaining over the margin of .11 "We ..,egan! a shutdown 01\ the right of 
difl'erence and HOW :MUCH the Improve-; Lewiti to organize disnaption of the war 
menta was to be. To call a Btrike under elort.. IIOmething that "OIIt eome re­
Buch conditions shows a desire not to Berve i I gardlell8 of the particular "ttlement of the 
the interests of the workers but complete I dispute." 
indiff. erenee and even .. botage of the war. Of one thing we areeertain. Neither 
~wis, as the Communist Party'a .tate- iuwis nor that small group of ''pof,111 

~enl y'esterday said in point blank words, I operators." as Jeltes called them, have the l' :t~mg. to ~sume veto power ove: U.S. slightest ir.terest in the country's sa ty. 
partICipatIon 1D the war. He aets hlmself I. The President is duty bound to act in­
above the labor movement and above the I Bure that our war effort does not falter, 
I'0vernment. The miners mlAt choose be- a!Ill aD Joyal Americana will be .... hiM him 

iween their country and John L. Lewis.- ,. • ';.1 1~-?{ If s -4-
~ !"OT nECORD':";V 
. 3u NOV 1 1943 

o6NOV5 'r 
----~---------- . 
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• OPINION v-· 
." ~..;;.~,.. '" 
~ ~-' , 

,,. -'t • 

. ,. Labor and the Administration 1,.;-
n... price-and-wage pk.'ture. whic:h bad/ ~~ner~are L~C~y II§'" ~lreez-l. -Thecae" .. ' ". .. ". . ) 

begun to get delimteness and Ita!>i),ty ofl "'I; '" 'II ........ oc' ..... prodiicu", •.•• '" "-- .,..., II> ooUrt. It bq beeo dQjnll • Iipt­
outline last week. is once more anyone', pic_ .. en IwoWD that • man', productivfty ~ rat<> job in &;lding wages in line. And d> 
tore puzzle. The President', hold-tho-line peods to • great degree 11pDI1 his morale. trade-unloo Ieadeii have beeo obowing reo 
Executive Order of Apr. 8 does DOt, at II worken leel that they are getting the ~alnt all oIong in ~ with It. " 
present writing. look as if it wi!! really bold abort end of the rtid<. the ,""lIlt will Ile 11 ~haps the most -..upl, 
the linc. Labor leaders po<tponedtheir iudg-I f!octN! In the Gov""'_!!"",!'. g.,...!t.,a the wit:hio the AdmhUstratioo of the bipartit, 
ment for • week in order to get lOme per- Ihort end of production. nu. ia not ." mat1 board, 011 whicb ~. Woor and govern 
apective on bow it would operate. Now that ter of dispute but • Iact-and a disastroUa ment. are RpJeteQted. Yet It bq DOW heel, 
they ... its working,. they don't like it. And ODe. practically Wiped out, and bas become 00). 
bOW Manpower AdminislTator McNuth job- , n.c prohlem cannot be IOlved by 1OO!d- ~ oort of ann of the Bymes oIIice. doing til 
£reezing males them liKt" the trital picture fng workers for lack of patriotism.. wt.t JOb that a few ~ oouJd do.. 
""en less. ~. feel Is the expression of • perfectly 1 do DO! uy ibat iloe President', Apr. , 

This is not a matter of labors selfishness. ~pl~ and basic human impulse of equal- order was 8 mistake. It was necessary an,' 
_ Nor is it • matter of questioning the main tty. \\orkers. lile other men waot to Lave courag~. But what happened ...... t1u,. 
lines of the Administration', ,tra\egy in the the......, that they are not being made to no f1eXlbn~ty was shown in applying It. An. 
atruggle against cos!-<lf-hing chaos. It in- bear the brunt of economic lIllfering as. the new JOb-freezing order of MeNutt "' 
volves the raising of serious doubts about result of the war. They are willing to \II1m- Only ~ to re-.dIirm the in_ of COlT' 

the aprlieation of that broad oIYategy In the lice. but they insist on aome equality of plete rigidity. . 
ease 0 labor sacriIice. The W LB' S 

And ODe' must .-.t,emember that theS(' In short, the diffi~ ~ ,......". ' tofus 
doubts are raised .. '. by someone as me- ~, aDd",-ftle way -.)IM .\wIoQ .a<lmIu- What needs II> be done II DOl comple, 
aponsible as It' t;"'Lt.:~ by • group ~_ -!he.......a Ii -e .r - . .. but ~ will be far-reaobinl! in its elf"", 0 

of farm-block aders who have consistentl~ baizat;on ~ & lie ~~.. laborl morale. The President must, withi 
(OBowed the tactics of a pre'lsure group. • problem ill _Ie» -W:Z' IiticaI the framework of his Apr. 8 order. restOl 

'They are raised hy men lile Phair Mur- adioo. _ nat ~ lIS <I pml:m in ~ ~B as an independent agency. opera: 
rayanl! Wi1Iiaro Green and Walter Reuther . chology. Illg within its judgment and diocretion. J 

who have. as isbor ~lbe British did not make thai mistake. has shown that it can be trusted. and :-
Iea?ers. aocept"'! for rom the. very beginning they established' have th<; labor leaden. . 
tlle.r Illembership a pnnc'ple of equality of ... crifke and I believe In • trade-unlon -
far gr..ater. measure ave managed to keep labor satisfied and which Ii national-mlnded. I believtI that tI. 
of Government wage . ",:king hard. They did it partly by _ere real inte<ests <If_ the w~ ere In iD, 
control ~ ii far "mt~tion of big irri:Omes :cd by drastic ~th the iuterests of ~ ~ ~ • ~~: 
lOOt't drastie acrap- taxatiOn as well as by labor conlTol; and ~ut ODe ~ust remember ~t labOr ~ It! , 
~g of the 1radi- they did it also by enlYusting the task of ~ It5 basic; thought habits. wage-mlnck, 
ooval trade - union adminisIYatioo tD trade-union heads lile Er- just II business Ia still prolit-m.r .. :led. 
weIlpotlS than any nest Bevin. We can demand greatness of IOldien, b 
lubor movement in It is pillicult to ace bow we in America ! cawe that II the mllltary 1IaJl;tioo. B 

ftl/ip ...... , • democracy has will. be able to resolve our problems by . bow cab we ask greatness of labor wh, 
ever done. dealing gently with the big-in=e groups we do ~ ask 1111)' <lOmpatable greatness . 

Th ef ld C . . and using a big stick OIl IItbor That is tile our busmemnenP 
. re 0 ase importance of Congress' fail~e to . t -'l1iat II the questiol1 tbe Roooevelt A 

What 15 labor'. case? It 15 • three-fold I; the President', $25 000 salary Iimita~ ministratioo will have to answer, [f tbe a· 
cme. And the three propositions are aome-H RD4"W ~ • . awer Ji not :ansf::ctory, the _~An'lmictrBti, 
what .. (o~OWI. .) '~I" eaentoti(Jn _ runs a risk not Only of looing labor'. politi, 

• There 11 • amnuo doubt .. to wbetbei.1 That;. the impo~ aOO of the ron- rulj!l?<l'\ but also of iliminisbing labor', p' 
even ~ ~bor 1IOCCJl" ~plcte. wage and i tinued threat in Congress that the big tax dUCtivliy" tbe w.ar.-M.u< ~ 
Job rigidity, tbe cost of tiv1l1!\ will.'-eaUy be I inromes will be remitted uncle.- oome fann C " ..... I .... ,,_14 p.o'" "., 
COIllYolled. 'The 0IIice of Price Administra- of the Rumi pian. That is the im~ance 
tion (OP A) UDder Prentiss ~rown bas not of the lack of Ilexihility shown by AdnUnis­
ebown ~capaclty 10. Iteep ~noes down. nor tr.t~ Bymes in the applicntioo of the Preo:\­
any militancy ill dOUlg ill JOb. nor does It dent' freezing order to the inequities In 

i -thanks t~ Congreo,-ba~~ """"'t."": ~~ W,Q~~. ~d, above ~ that is the importance 

i \ 4:::::~! m=::;. ~ r:..:,~~ ~vlJ:::.:~ ;'P';n I 

~ ~~~~S~~7p.~ •. ~~·.;.'·r:~~~3~':l 
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'<j Lewis Defies WLBI 
At Celanese Plant 

- c-.q.';'. ... (') ~ 
NEWARK, Apr. 16.-John L.~'. re­

ply yesterday to the War Labor Boud'. 
i (WLB) ~and that be end the "rokI" 
mike at ,Celanese Corp. plant here _ 
direct but ' ofliCiil 

: Members of District ~ nlted Mine 
Worlq:rs. voted to continue their w .top­
p~ge a~ the war plant and reformed Ibelr 
plCket·lineo. " 

1be company, wIUch manufactorel _. 
tiAI plastics for the Army and Navy, I8id, 
however, that more employes were retarD­
ing to wad, land that productioD _ 
increasing. ~xtile Wor1:.ers of America, . 
ClO, wbose robaI teWlf II rIIdiIii COD' 
fir..-! the Ita_t. 

Meanwhile, Mayor Vin<ent J. Murph)< 

~
wl: ..... reported to have .........a I 

R District~ lUb-regiooal or-
, Rnd How~~onotIier UMW. 

o8lcial, to caII DB . lmmedialely. I 
. Gill, who formerly beaded the Testile . 
Workers local. II DOW out 0I'l ball of '2000, 
IICCIlSed 01 having obtained -r UDder 
false pretrmea. . 

'l'be charge ita:: blm and Mn. Hen· 
rietta PIecliy, recording IOCI'eIary 
(or the local and DOW a District 50 member. 
aI50 out on bail. Is that they took $1170 of 

I the CI(,2 IIojqn lltmd when th? 'iC;o! """" 
to Lewis. Both DOW JaCll gran jury octiaa. 

d 
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~:Special Group . ' 
1 Fo' r Le,,~C' 'Out" ,,-,-ent."ftoi· ,J;'C" L -- '-- " ''';":{'''.: , ~ +-; " ~? ... "",DrIft ..... "'fie --.,.. " 

Administration Leaders Re- ~ ..£~£'~ ': :~~lar:~~ / ,~'1L-, . , "- , 

jeel His Request for New Board The ~ d~~ tbaot WIted ":' '--,.", 

: To Settle Coal Dispute' ".~ BoIMa 1Ift« the lOW over &IMm labor' 
cooditioas is bad< MOd has whmitted ...... 

' : Bu J.uas A. w,,~ .Iq port 10 the Sate Dept. Memben ...., a!ting " 
• for the ~ 10 ..,\ease It. '. 

; no. -- AFL -",f.er ollbr delegation, t 
WASHIl'GTON, Mar. 3O.-Administra· ,the ""'" tou.d the oIogan -BolMa 60< the 

, tIDn leaders-led by ~won't yield to I BoIi~1! plastered OIl .. an. by Natiooalist I any proposal by 101m {;. -is for creation ' .... cw""'. But 10 one pI,aoe • .,y.,;c.I uative 
. I of a "special commission" 10 settle the coal ,~' --r- and« the dog "I1ooy de-
I : dispute. 11ili point was settled some day. had ~en an: . I ago, II is understood, when Secretary of serv~. ,;. . 
~ Lahar Perlcins informally proposed estal>- ~ ~, roIth IIle r..-
! lishment of • thr .. -man board, led by ,:;;;-~ w.~mgt."'! 

" Harold Ides. to decide the conflict. FOR :'~ve for Samud Wolchok"~~~ 
'" and Economic Stabilizer Byrnes both Yeo Retail and WJ.o/eaak Em ,U:I H.71 
' ; jected the idea, insisted that--tmle.. the concentrat.e on Bobm 
: operators and union agree among them· Umobe<-. e><>unoeI for the ToLooa Coooot, IMN, . i selves-the case will go to the War Labor will be rtmned Ihorlltj 10 head. MOD _ 

, Board. FDR made that official in ru. tele- pocoer urolt ... the W .... P,oduct1oR s-d. .. , 
i gram 10 the negotiators last week. .. , A IUgh AFL oIficlDl ""!I' thot doe MilIa , 
1 • • • . IDbar delegation, 1ftf by !K1' WGIter a.nne,1 

'" I A dnutic r--l ""'keup "'" taken dmBd '" cue- PI .Big Bill" Hutc'- of 
I place quftJt.r in CW'. oa W O1'ker. Union. the ~ • ......". on Ihelr ..-nt daIt; t ' 

EdtdnYrfunitb. tUrectof of the union', or· .....,a..,,; pat. Toe .""".. """ ,.".. L. 
ganizing cmmnittee and f"'"""" membe< of , LewIo. , 
the NRLB, "'" f'eligned; «> ,... Milton • • • 

',I KD~, MgtJnlze< who fortneT:~led. ..... a......i !'I ...... WPII .10_ .... !' 

.,..., ~New.ptJpet.cwld. William 10<' dd..t .. _ 6e lk.- d_ WPII'. 100_ ~ •. 
, who heIpe4 organr..e Ford'anad ...10 ................ oI6dolo .. doe ...... 

in '*"""ft, will rtplace Smith. It all ru!do so...Jeue W. "- .. "ft ...,." __ 
up to IncretI«d Jlrength for ant/-kft-wing- eo.... 0-.... WPB ...-DOI --',' 
IiOIIde cw. pc< pdT"'- Na_ .... ,t .......... ,..... . 

-,," 

. , 
" 

: • • • _ dult .. ... .. Ioapr • red L. 1 ''1,.1 , ' , 

Poe! V. ~'=" lou ... 1edeoI. _...... .,_ .............. r ... """"- ~. ~_I 
,- '- Fair ,.2

10 
....... ~I :-- - nom . , ' . ~ .... doe ..... _D . Ie ' '., ,1i:XEJl, ~ RE. . ;. jl:D 

l.Q;yed .. ~." w. - -'- t " .. , 'AiMtr.fJ. #&i . 
I~_' ",!-~.tt .... ~~ die , '. - "j~ Thi is. ~li~'" 

.~. ~ -.' '''';'>'';''''~~ ... ~::rJ'~;;-' 
, ' . , -O<i;:: 'f .,' Clipped, attbe .Seat ,or 

'.~' ';"~., .. ,.i.,, ',".',' "-:)i;'·~':'~\-:,,"· r,;:.~ .. ' OC!"ft)~'~,,_:~::",·~,~.it':": ': ..... ~ ":~-."1,.-:' ..... , '''" .. 'lV.::,.-' ..... '' .... - -.- .-_-,~~ ... ' ,.", 
, 
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tlEPWTlIMf'T, ilion WMlI 1IMt: PaIOII HI WIIICIf 1IMt. IIErwT IIA8l ft, 

... YCIIX ••• Y. 

Dt 

f_ JIYn.Ipp, 

at 8 £.. •• Jgenh 

ea.b~.ot. 

'-II-.U '-&1.&2 ... 

- - ,-
_.nt reo.iT_ ln8tnotionJS b'oa tl» o~fiD •• ' 

.. oure \h. nithn r.port. o~ .&g.nt._ ... _"1. 
aame 1lIIm.diate1l to the oftia'. bi8 .g~t ~14. ,<;--; -r-;;,,". 

_ent. at noon .eoured a room olo •• r to au~.ot • 

.. W .-4._. 
CoP\EI Of TmlEPOrf Fur_MED To,~ 1UrM • 
.. J21JI&~Jl 2 S ... York 1: 



( _ O ..... f 

• 

• ~ .... CM" IDt c::. ~ 
~ 

----.. 

MeDt hlll&iDed in 'the lobbJ of ~he hotel 1lDUl i.Sf p ••• at 1t'h1ob ,-. . , . ..,. 

had left the 

S.SO P.ll. 

to 4iaoontiDUe aDd proceed to Jareaa 

, ,<i ~.&_ A 

uPOn ~ arriTa1 ai Bureau office was informed ~'~.;,_cIJ' ) -.... ~' ... 

01 t7 OIl the 53. PR~SCILLJ. of the J'A.LL R:rn:R LID. '"'!., 
£gent remained at Offic. 8lld was later 1Detructed ~-;!'~;,:", 

take the 11 P.Il. ~r&1n for PreTi4enoe, R. I., which .as toae. - ~,-."':'" _ 

1t 12.01 1. Il. was enroute ~ Providenoe in OOIlp&Q with 

tor the purpose of .. etlDg the 55 priscilla at "u. 
BiTer. Kase. and belling 8ubject UDder 8U%'Td1lance. 

~ tr&1n arriTed at Pro1'1denoe, R. I. at •• 35 A .... '. 

I ...... 

~loh ... !O a1Dute8 late and'ageate therefore aie8e4 their ooDDeotlona 

~r 1'&11 River, ""8. .e thell boarded the Jlart train, l.eanag.t 1 • .0 

'. . 
taxi to the )'aU RiTer L1De Wharf, Where .e learned the boa' laM • 

baGd at 5.S:~t:·'::~~~~::~ i:iriifitL ... ;; 
1D Charge, .-arel 1. BreDDaIl, at •• w York, Who 

touch with Agent in Charge Da17 at ProTldence. 

PrOTlt.1ce .... ''""''8 .. re informed 

= 
... hIng~D -S- .e. York -1-
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} ... 

Mother par~ of tile lobb1 •• h1oh hi &14. 

While •• ~h1l1« agent"8lI4 OOyuiAg ... "Z'I 
'treet 81de exit of ~be botel ... el1 •• gent ob.erYe' 

Sa OGllTerAtioA With • .a Goa agent 114 801; mo.. aI. __ -~_~ 

lett" atter • few aOllll11t8 oOA· ... r.aUoA and .ent oyer ..... , 

b .. ide ~lI11t _ AgeDt .atohe4 ~ .ee 1dat U. 
.. xt .,Ye woull be &D4 when agent tQrne4 agalA to look .t ea-t 

he had 41aappeared. pr8l1Ul11abl, thrauBh ille .tA oniZ'llDe 

OA 'th .lTII11Ue as fe 4id DOt lUTe b.v the 33rd Street .14e ant • 
.. ---~ .. ~- _ __ "'- ___ A ........ , __ "''''-_ ........ ",11 
~a:.u .. ".uc:=jJ. &-_"""'-.L,I,l.II;Jw. 111\1 "".LV .vv ..... -, ..... __ 

there awaited furtber deTslopmente, wbieh oame in the fozm of • 

*&1epho~ go~gat1on tram the office at about "30 to eheok 

out of the hotel and discontinue this metter. !h18 agent 414, 

le&T1.ag the hotel at 8 1'" • ..,. 

Unless otherwise 1118truet84, agent w111 

this inyeetigation ooncluded • 

• 

f 



oial . 

... Jork Clt7 'I 
D BE: ,J·DERIiEY .lUXLE:r B.lSILAR 

- -"","C'-II> Jill ., 

b'om Boaton e't '1.45 P.lI •• IIld pIce mbJecft 1Uuter Grnl11_o.;'~.t;f 
reported at Grand central ~at1oD at , F.lL. and ~o1ned £gent 

8u1IJeot arrind at '.56 P.lL. (Sloandard !1me), ecoc.pallled 117 hie .1~ •• 

~hq boarded tai, followed by agenlos. and rode to PennqlvanJ.a .".1. 

lIIant \0 their room at'I;er purchasing several evening papers. 

!he wri tar oODlllunicaloed with offlce and raoal,," 

Ina1irucloions 'to follow aubject lIilo~d he leave tOWIl. Was alao 

ad to engage room alo hotel. Inquired for room at 10.30F.ll. ana ... 
informed by elerk they .ere holding onl,r reaervatlons. 

SurveillB.Il:::e was oontinued up to 12 midnight, ~d aa 

.ubJeot dld not leave up 100 thia hour, agents disconlolnued, ... a 

ooncluded he was go 1.ng to remain for the night. 

sw c' 

l\e8d bY 

JUL!l' \922 •. ,.~. 
~ -

, 
1 

Washington -3- New York -1-

AUG 1 ~ 1922 
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'-21-25 ino 
nn.a .tim an , .. cw c..L 

III R!: jI,DEIf!Y A~ USIJ,AR {COB} 

--
PeDD871TlIDia Bote 1 for ~he p1lr'pose .~ bep1Dg n.bJeo1; 1IDlv _r"'4tJ.J.~" 

arriTing ~here at 8 A. K. and ... ~olDed bJ' AgeDt _.,::" _ 
. :: ","'.7 - "~ ... - _..-~',,"-

.110 11.15 A.M. subject aUghted ft'CIII "'be 8tentor 91 
• . (.-.; "!"t_: ... 

a.nd then .ent to the lob by, remained there about a half bour ~i ti1l1l18 
...;c. ~.J 

Wife and later T1eited the barber AihoP. later re1:urn1Dg to 11.18 ~ 
/' 

Agents Doticed the subjeot' •• eoretaZ7. whUe .U~ .ub.fect . 
eoD8tllZlt~ looking around as thOugh looking ~or a posBible .~ 

-'( ....... ~:.......,.. 
and agents usea extreme care as per instructions previously re081...a.; 

.0 that ltubjeot .ould lIot become _are of the Isot that be was "~ 

la d -~ ill aL_C 5"'~. "ID... ~c..M· • P De ~er :::~ l~':::a that a~rt;tkp~i-om 1:~;~ . 
.,4 Agent _ then .. oured ROom 18'16. ~~' _ 

At 4 P.w. BubJect oame out of the elevator and 8u.re4 
..... 

~be lObb7. and appeared to be lOOkiug for BOIII8 OD.. Be later .. t 

Ilia 8eoretary and anotber 1IaJl, and .nllJeot Jl.ad a com-eraat1DD wUh 

'\bis JaaD for about a balf bour, after .hich 1;I1e IIIU1 lett. as_t ,~ 
follOwing, while Agent _ .as remaiD1Jlg at 'the hotel 111 order ~4' 

, . ,- ~-. 

watch IrUbject. Agent learned that the WUJ in qU~~~~~IIZ'7::tl(" 

nporter for the ••• York ~lmea. and be entered *":!,jiein~~tt..~ 
••• 10 .. th 8treet aDd .'nt to the th1rd 

., 
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Agen~ theD board .. 1.1.0. !' .• , tr&1D ~or ... Y .. ~1r:: 
- . . - . 

JI(. (S~&n4&r4 !!_, . aDa :reporh4 .&~ llure&1l o~l" __ .. .~~.' 

• 

-, 

- !,L 

~A -. 

'-. .• ~;..." 

. r "-

."': .,..' 

+ . . ~ 
.". 

" -

.. 
- _________ .-4. 



• \ .ow , 

o 

~r hl.l; al..ali~t.ael. j,lI.enq .1&l,e\ _ .. ,., 
. ~ ,- ~ - - '-

.",., an1Ye" ... "W York d u.11' ~ ..... -PI ~~ 
~"\.:-'~ , ;:. £~'" • _ £". . --' •• ] '( .. ' ~--"" ;::-.. , -,.;;.,;:,. .... :: 

.......... ,- Yon ofito. Of ., arrlT&l .1IiOO,~~[iaLel· 

i!~tr!~t':!,:,. :'r.~ 11"'!-: -~ .... l~tch at "u.'l'ezm.il;±S •. 
._' ...... _ ~ _-.. tl~~5 1".-, .~j~~ ."-.: ~ ... , 

wan.d h SIll ehr.! 'th. barber DOP. u4 .t a 
~'":.".'.J 

aDd pwrohaa.a a .... pap.r aDil r_d a .. ror. mort ~U_ 

n •• hotel and waUed 'to the lIu1t41J1g G Ith .\nnue 
.. 

sUee~. walked to the "4tb Street entr8110e and r_1D.1 \her. 

r.w ai.-JIU~... then walked lIack ~ eorner of SU ATeDU.e ., "~tii ... iin~ 

.\1 ~lle ~~ ).ootiJlg aroUl14 aDd acUJIg Y8ry 8U8p1c1oul.7 •. " ..... & I!!!II'+:'!!'!"_ 

at this entrance ~Qr about 
".1 ___ .( __ + .. 15 

~J."V 1U.J,..uIlo6.W"'IO;1, 1I\A-"" fta .~"."" AftI ..... .",.-~~ ....... --. -

Jgenta la_ed It 1I •• t Dot to enter the .... 

because Of hi. nspicioUB aoUoDS, and were ~r~for. :~;n 

~o .. oertain tfhat offic. h. 8111;er.4.. -,-~<':~\.ir 
At '.1.0 1'_ •• ,.ub~eot oame out of tbe lIu.1l41I1g.:~~:~i~'" 

. _ . _~'<-- c_ " .. , 

a large ".llow aanlla anT. loPe . Pout 14" l.oug aDd lO" Wi"a. · ... ~I 
." " - ...... .;-: *-"_..,;1.....: ..:b.-

..So .. enter.d ~e :botel at '.SO p... 1JPOD uterlag 'bellotel: lit )$. 
t~'~ ~ .. 

~~:::~ ::~~: :l:: ::h: :::;~ ::::r;~~' 
I 

"aietaut .anag.r' - offlo. for a f .. aim1.tea anii "_Jo1Bit4 1i1.~ii1~. 

'he,- 1I18n !Ding 1;0 ~h8 41nlag ron. aD4 at '.'5 P ....... n' al 

I he _ok her for a walk in order ~ show her the e1ghts of az.oaAwq • 

.. ·btrDiDp: t.o the hotel at 8.210 'P ••• aDd S01D6 to t1le1r nta.iiren' • 
..... - ~"' .. a .... _ 

. I 



I 
, 

! 
I 

J"'~ r 
.~ , • 

"110'":31·, 

.... ~..,..,-~~,....~~ 

:.?:~~ ~";.. -.• £...' .. . - .' 

. .. roo .. , lllllutil1atdy ~ ~ll llh.r ...... wUh Agent 

.wrpoae of .eUDg -'5he D-.~ tileR 1ID4 plaaliig 
".:t; 

Jogank t.ft •• _ York on \ho 11 P ••• 

• 1~er .,1& PrOY140nee, and at aidnlght were still enroute. 

'!pnt. arrl~.4 at l'ro~i4enoe at 4.$5 A.. I •• 

"-&:ra.1,1l belDg 20 aill1lt •• lat •• 18 •• 4 OOZlZl.otiODS ior .. li ~~ral~ 
obl1gea to wa1t until 5.10 for tho'noxt train. Wbiab 

-.. . . 

.,.all )l1Ter at 6.20 A. I. aDd w. took a taxi &.!l4 prOeM .. el ~rji*" 
, 
... ~e wharf, but learDOd 'hat .ub~.ot 11&4 lett iDaaauoh 

- . _. - ~-~ -
I; 'a.. 11. (Daylight SartDg' tiM) .,' ' 

~. , •. - ...-. 
... u8UueM4» proo •• ' to ~OT148Doe 8114 ••• ~' .... ,;,. 

. "," .*" "!$6:~:'~ 
.at w l'roTIc18Do. ani CriTed at 10.150 a.. W ... were s.rol.,l 

'~,_ (~,"-_:' 'F~. ~"!!'~ 

~ k17 "10 Agent _ hal 100&"' .1lb~en .. t til •• t.r ...... ... 
. - --'~. "'-"-.... 'FI 

_ber aud 1la4, preoeeha wIth h1JII ~ BoBton. !ben sot l.a ,.~ 



I 

i . . ~-

o 
-a-

for .7I1lJ 11-25. 11101. 

'touch with Jb'. BreJUl&n at lew Tork bl' telephoDe ud age 

We .. Hampshire. 

At 1.40 1'.][. agent len ProTlci.ence tor BoS\OD .. 6. wriTea 

at 4 P.ll. and 'then boar4ed 4.10 P.K. for Weirs, Ie. Hampshire. ~l"e_ 
. ,-".-. ...:;;-

I arriYed at 8 P.x. and met ~Dt 
-

1nfollned me that 8Ub~ect and hiB wife w.r. regietered at We1r. 110"1 

... 4 occupied Room U5. ~!rI!t then •• eqred Room M at 'the .... taote].. 
~,...-,,,,,,,,~,,,-:- ... 

Agents remained on watch until midnight but falling to 

... sUbjeot, 41800ntluued for the 4ar • 

.At 8 A.I. agents re8lDled watch for 8ub'eot at 'bello.t. 

I.t • A. I. BUb~eot and .ife entered the dIning room and had br.akfaet • 

.At 101 J.. I. subJeot lett the hotel and walked "to Lake WiDnepesa ••• 

~l.r, Where he .lIgaged a aotor boat and lett. agents beiDg UD&b1e to 

~llo ... 

.At U.2O A. I. eub,.et returnea in oompaDY with. strl 

about l! leare of age, who appeared to be his 'aught.r. aublect.8D4 

pl weDt to hotel at 1l • .f.O J.. I. am ~o1Ded his wife, ~d th., pr .. ee' 

-. 'uir ro ... -
Short17 thereafter alb.1eot oeme down IID4 epoke 110 ~ 

olark, r.questing that he baTe lunoh prepared for thr •• pereo_. -­

-At 1.20 P.K. subjeot, hIe WIfe, and 'the girl 0 ... eut of 

~,. 

------"--.... 



";..- . ,- .? _8t lOB": . !be7 ,roo ...... " .• el~ •• "110 •• 
~ ~"'!-- _.4-.----.-.. , ."'_, ............ ,"" ~ -:""":-4e- .,,-~~ ... '!"'jit~~,~....A" . 

'L..~""IIl!', .~~~~.D~~JIi. ~~~:~:: .. 
...... alaDl.."CeDter Bar'kr. Joo .. Jalull, •• 1noJ'O 

.,'" .- '. ' -' - . ~~ ;-s -;". ~t""", _";!!. __ 
~., nhnl.' to •• U'. ~ ., ...... 6 r.1l. _d tJIN~ _~'n 

and agen' ac,.a thd M •• nt a te ler;r- alJlrl ...... 

Jl)'fEL nnsnTlIU, nil TORX CI!'t-, 
. . -'.-., - .,.~. 

tJl ... York .oD4q a1ght. . '''-'C.' ,:.t.<._.: .... ,.. ..... ~~" 
SUbject then retur'lea to hll hotel and at 8.10 ~ ... ~:.J" 

.1l1.re1- __ -pri ... atfl! .ar "~iiig 11G;u:u;; lP.J5i? :I. ~. t gil r .... _~~~'~-

. _ ~ . - :.- .. ' "'~.;.:..-L ___ ~ ~. - :~t-

.1l1a W. IIDI the girl, nt agente _re 1ID&ble W ~llow, .. . . 
- • j, •. ' 

l · : ' ':, .. . '---.~,:, 



. 

b ?~ " ~", -~ .~'" ,~.·_.t 

1 

;l'OCIe~~ *0 Weir. it-uoD al Foh .... , ~ ~lrN4· , 

.~ U~~=~· ~dODO .~.~·A' Blu ~"~J--'''i ii:if 
.~-~ ... -.' -,--- .... ~~ .... " ':- -~ " .:.~ .... --~ .:--. _ •.... :..:. .!"y - -, .:,. ~ .-~,-.-- ,,-...,..:,..;-:. ~~ "." ~~!i. . .; •. ,,_ 

V&1D. aP:a~ fbllow1l11. ut arrbel a' aoa\oa -':10 J:'.lI" 
-" =-~+ - 9.-- t :at,-- ]. , ..,." ''''.; "'"t- -:... -" .... 

. T·' Vpon arriY&l at "~OD IIIlb~.~ '~, 
- ~ - - - . - . 

~~.~ ~UI6 a' .\aUOIl, While ap»t ... oue( t.z1 JI'). ~l. 

" ... "'o~ a.t.taDce.nt 4ue ,. ne cr •• t .ra.lih e1' Uaffl .... -..: .. 

•• 'De Miq lieU ap. we were aaable .. ~llow tile .-abJeOt. 
• < :~ 

tDstrao'-il our ohsu.tf.ur to kke 118 \0 tile south St.UOD '-4" ...... :~ 

arrbe4 at U.&O P ••• ADd oo~er.d the 1.2.35 P.L Z P.L aDl 

. , 

I 1mmediate1.7 got 111 touch wah the .S~arter 01' • _~_. 

~dro:ag !&Xi sertloe. ADd.1a8iag a eultable. Pretext leanael.« 
-:"'.-' . ---+-;:; .. ~--, 

.8\1.1I,.ot aDd Wife had b .. n 'hken W 'J&tt'BQ' 8~.Uon • 

.. ~ i.. < _. .jgltDh then telephoDed to UeDt ])&1.7 at l'l"O"i4ltJlOe ..... :. 
- '" • _ <4' .. # _ ._ _ '_~.;>_ ... l_-:~~(,:: 

requeste' 1l1e '0 oonr foh. J P ... aDd Z.06 P ... traiDII b'o. »oet4ill. '. 
:~~­
,:IID~ enaeaTor \0 locate. _b~eot on either 01' thea, ... If_lIIloo~~~'; 

~ i.m;,u~~17 DOtir7 'JIr. 'ar~DD~ d -'.wYork~ "~,;;4~r.~ .. 
;. «< <.' i~ 15.5,0 P.J[.&geDt.~rOC.~4!4~"~;~rl~:-:~,,? 
.agent ~1Dedfvr Us -.;.0 I'.L U lle1llg arraqe4lut lP~'" 
_e'''' ~~ 1'1'OTUenc. el a4Tl.e1rbetileror JIOt .• 1lb~"t1iial·_:."n 

- . _ -" _ . ~.'-. (._ -- . . C~-"_4",~~",·';;'~~~~~f.. 
-ell -'-tar Of ~e allon _.el vaiD8. .. .-..... ; .. - .. .,:::-.;,. ~:.:~~,;.,....:'I=-< -< 

" . - -- ..... ~7?, .:;-r~ 

<":' Agut MaTh' the _.1.0 1'.)(. h'a1a aDI ai bo'U~.ie.~ -.. ""- .-- . 

... 1II:to~d _ Agent8 lIalY _, _ 1bt nb~.o~'" loN.W ,,' l'u 

I P.L 'tra1Jl hOlm 'B08 ton, 8ohe4uled ~o &%'TiTS 111 Se. York at; •• &Ii P.I, 

- - - .... -.,;.- <': -
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lOP SB _._ .~~~, 1<-

r.o. BOX .&1 
,'-. --__ ~'.,;;.. :i1L.--..:¥-~ ... ,~ 

PHI LlDlW'BU. lA. 

! 
V/ 

3. Burns. :i8q •• 
D1rector. Bureau Itt In'ftst1gation, 
Department of JUstIce. 
WaahiDgton, D.C. 

Dear 811':-

~ .~~. '-:-"1'. 

nTEnrOJ- MR. HOOVER #2 

oopy of iD!ormatioJt" G...l 
and at the 8uggestioa V 
forwarding it ~ TOR' :L' 

In add1tion. I am forwarding to 70U '. ·,c~~_ -

other information rece1ved by ~lephone in 1Ir. 
Lewis' room.s at the Bellevue stratford Hotel whioh . 
w. intended to wire 70U later in ~e 4&7. 

Re8peottul17. --...,... - -' 

~lC"~-
.... L'!ER C. POS!ER. -
SPECIAL AGENT Iii CH!RG:l. 

~------

--__________ .-:..;.........a_ ...... s ......... 
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" -- -r -

.~ i~u ~ ... 7 .. ~erAq _or Ulun.tol C.t~ .Ii!~. ~: 
:,. ... 

WO:g) mJI D88U DIll OOllI. cmm At bJ I'CJICZ...:... ..... ,'" 
. -1Il -:.~ :~ .:.:..,..;.-~:. 

D ftI EaIIP jJl) un .nrrtJ[I5 IIIWIl.!~ U8 .. lIXtW '.E.-
-'! .1'1 1._. ""IlmU 

~U) LUI. BAt 

YDT IJPLUU!IlIo AD JaIl 

At'. 
CUiLD ---;-

UCKInD~ BYERTfHIIG WC£XIIQ .Alt--_ 

IJD;.&Jl) un 1000Dlft IOVIllKS DOW no-' WILL ARD O'».ID .~~ 
fI CO~ER:;ICE 8(»'! con OPBlU!ORS IRlUllG ft· AlPlICts U!fL"'1t 

or.,. 111m!. At, ,26 l' ••• YXS'fBBJ),n KARRlIlU U'!IOUL lUI: C,AU •• 

no. ID 'lCIlX. lAIn 01 LID Ill» 

DB IO! !HlRE 10W.AID fOLD I.IWIa to C~LL am DIE '.11 I.L .. 'IC 

ft2PBOD DOca:TIIJ.I SUo At 10,10 1'-. D8!DD.1'f. 

CALLKll E!. IaWII BS.llUlI Jg I I.L UO IS 'lHA 'I c:.. loDIB Urv~E Ii) tiIZ 

• !D JIA!UIL ~DD PCB JIll. UA801 or '!RID All) 8111"' 

WCXI:Q) .O! ~ucvas. At Ut!O I... A 

• olY'RU!I c:. WID lPIi. 

• 

." 

C AUlD dP &All A . 
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-.--. 
'-or --::- - - --- --::~~? ._);':'-"--.-''';_",>1-

Q Q , 

.;oN. __ '.I..'~~.~ .. " 
, ~-'~ ~~:''!'' ... ' 

... ' -. • .;.,;,.,J./..,-: • "U .. , _1m. " , .: .~p..~~.':-: 
DSBI.~ ./ ','" .... ..~' __ ."" 

...., .~ IDIC"fIOJ IBOJIIOI ", ,,¥,D1I1HU • UID~ JU"-.".;~c , . 

ca I!RID,fOP ftlSl DI .at d'l'ILUfm> WIlli 1ft_"fI_'.~~~-';' 

'j UlOCUfIOI at Jl&CJlUI8!1 ." IlJlIPlIliD I"l aGO AD HI. '. -o.}·· ~ 
C8;dllD .<E I!RID 01aO!IS " JDOUf ", ......... to'" _~.-#:-/ ' .. 

ar •• u» ltar .uen .. 'DU l.lnaOlJ) Ivea tAil .. au Iu:" 
'11 

.. .ACn.lu,y At WCIlX 11 lOUR &Slaas !OIl .DnK I' .... 11- 2 8. At 

.. 
• ... ACtuALLY rJtnJIQ !DDt 'IB~ DnD 1ft_ II WIDD WAti , , ' 

nac!:l! at lULL WCllrIJG 'CEel 8111 i,",. I 
...J/ '~ j 

. -- I 

DlIRU8D a.umOA» '!RlDRS .l! loUQft 1.101111 DI.I. ... J.&U Ill. L-

- . " . 
'10' .... u IUDE AftDllD 1101 

_OlD UDD IIID ."reteRs at 'DRIO" U80 .PCD nat ~IID 

"IALE! YIOloDCI AD 81,"1M4 .arB_ IIIC1Ul. ,oa .. »IS .00II 

.... D ft JCIlJ 1.. Ioall COJIeUJDD Af I~ Ift.lB~ .O!.xo ... 
~!aJ)U AIOO! ft) HIlt!! I... nAl.ut8 ,ITa Jr<Jtna r.uaa .lID 

--
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t D~ 

'~'::HD WIlli e ... OALt.'In l»'Iila CQ.U IIIJI •• .a ••• .&If 
~ 

IOCAD» 1~KD.I1HlI 1IIJIJ)t.II IAII .. PlIlIIDI ClIP ••••• caD. _~'~; 
_, ..- c . 

• 
IDUtiPOLIS (II euBI.lD Itor .... . :;"'. 

"EJ[BdlI 10 UY I"f'lGtitKIJO .L1. 'I! .all IUVUAT'. __ ..r.,' 
..... &.. ••. 

WID 0_11"1 VI1W HDIJIlU dD lI'IDUUlI ',!RID UftI,D liar 

JonlB .x.o OlWUIIC'&US WIlli JI.lJ ,ADD 

BLtOI Barn I!':lP ". tOt tHIS .cm.m I.I.. or ootUDVI •••• tAD 

.,. .Ans MaitRIlG 'OODD IICCI88J'11L ~ dlUi D AJ1BmI 

B--C~~ 1>" to Br~ I.ftI1 1!Ol' loftI, .1DD_I7 DUD Dm . 

U1!KIIG ftJ._.fOP _UI» D aae GPIUtCaI 11 DDUI­

UOLIa UD ~IS au urlG JIlSID "")1' tonI8 to~" 
an D Lnll tiS .J~ I.JG j C OD'D..UCE n 1ll1SU'r AID IOOl.D DlI A 

"rIna Ala .. P<Il IU naIl IIBn ,a ..aru ItCR .If lItC1l1IJ 

... Im 

IiI1I1I I.D • .lID IllJOD lUI .-mlftllJ; II C0III5'ID Dft b" 

I'D ReI: ., DI.I.CII AD ~IiD BIll It ns VI' 10 KIll dD DlPlII.1m> .. .x. 
If WAS QlT »KLICJ.fI l:mI.lflOi Itat flftSml1lGH con. .~ .. 'r 

,o~ lIIl tD US'l7L! f1l CO'7&RlICK WOOUl U jfRl_Kft 10lIl to oolPmCID 
AID araJ." .JAIS DQVarl D» onu!{8J DU IUr.&IJIl. dD • ., 

...... ~tIt .. ltol' OOJ!IWI QUarK nu. O.&I.lo YOV ~m .u 1001 AS 

r DB ,...., ... t!:la .QVOfI' 1onI. DUD P.> U! I. toVCB WID ..u.s 
;';I.I D os l~ .1 YS DDDBD.&Y .nJI1G ltor ., 1,n In ~, 
USfIllDAY" CHUD "CII In 'f'SI: AI]) £ImP unl U IIftt.WUt 

hi, - -
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Tnu as CauAcrtllf tMl, 

II BE: AD:'!!RC!' ur;tn ~II..m 
(Conf14ential 0048) 

, 

'1:> -' eODUl1u!Dg poYe ayes . , 

at ':00 A.ll. Cil ~o1.Ded Agent 

, 

b ?-c-
.- ~ -. -..;', --~,...:. -,..,.. ,: 

SUbleat tmd hie wU. -app'eared a 1Iotel 1011'07.' "~1fII 
"'''''-l~~ "'"'V' 

.. tared ~inlDg rOOm. LeaviDg, they .ntered the -Botel lolt1l7 

. proceeded to .uhler aDd reaeloyd hie '11l. Whloh amo1dlMI " tlAok ."t!. !lillY 
•.. .., _ :- - -oIL~~ 

-~ - .- "'.-,'1"'--. ~4'· 
'tUD returue4 to thelr room aDd appeared at 8:110 Ao •• wUh .~.iii~ 

_~ 4"-

_4 waUed to l'enn8yiTania Station Where they boarbd the •• v.,oUtIm 
---....- .~ ... 

-: .. kPre .. to ft.lladelphla, arrlYlng at Philadel.phia at 11;00, ~!L~'."' .!!III..,..1, .... lIt 

aayiDg fl_. I was rel1end by Jgente" and" aD4"''jr'Ool" •• le4 

to philadelphia Offioe where I was directed by lIr. Walter C. ~~!;1. 

IpUIal. £gent 1D Charge, to rllllla1ll and oontinue eurnllllllloe .r JP\je.t 
". - ~~~~. -:., 

When he l.e:No town. ,It': 00 p. ll. I was 41rect ad to prooee' -.0 '''l~ 
.-~ ._~A ___ ~~_~ .. ___ ~C~_+ 
auU, _DA,.a lit' _0 vu,u. ...... .-..4 •. ..,. 

-... ' • I" 

with AgeIlt_ lDt'ormatlon had been reoelye4 nOm a oont148JlU .. l 
• • ourae that aubleot. would t.ave ~or .ew York between 6:00 Cl4 I:OO~ •••. . . , .. - '.' .':;;::... I 

'~. --
E4 would go to the B&rrl11&Il latlonal Bank, ~'th St. &D4 6th j,TCDe, ~o. 

lloU a conferenoe with • and At 6:60 .z~ .. ~~- I 
feet left Hotel hnrr1.dly w1 thOut any baggage, accollp&n1ed b;y eO'ther ! 

;- " .. ' 1 
.aD whoee ... crlpHon ~Oll.OW8: ~5 7ear8 -f age, ~, lOW, 1.80""bacoPJ 

.1e&nehaoyeD •• edlum brown hair; Ireesed 1n gray ~u1t. w1th etraw !lat.' 

CofotES Of TIllS IE'OIT F.,ISHED 

IIIfQIVJ. HOII cotITAIIED 

~. --I 

'_ . .:.. .... 

, 



. , 

~~"z,~3t~~c'?,' .... ..:..~~ ..•. ..;. -~. 
• '-' ... _.--. 

!!h.y ered taxicab and Ilrove hurriedU' to Penn B· B. station, ]Ired 8tf' 

SUbject p~chased 'tiokets and walked to train. AboTe aeaoribe4 ezrtno4 
. . . I 

traIn While 8ubJect remained on platform, lookIng toward pte ADd appear; ... -:,- ~. 
~. ....,- . 

lug lIen01l8. He boarded tr&1n a1'ter 1 t 8tarted. 
. :: ~!':;. -

I.one 'for the purpose Of aaoert&1ning if he was be1.rlg :tollow.a. 'iJ,on ar-
... "--~ .. ~ 

rlyillg in lew York at 8:00 P.M. I was JoIned by Jgente .aaJIIiJ; 
Subjects boarded taxicab and rol.e to t4th St. ad 6th A ...... ead l 

.ntered Harriman lational Bank. There was a apecial o:tfloer aDd two' 

o1vll1l1l1B wait1.rlg at 6th ~'unue 81de of bank 'lor 8ubJeot ADd .... on as 
, 

they enterB~ all the dOOrB were locked. ~t 9:00 P.M. I 418oontiDa.d, 

leavi!lg jgents_ on watch. 

• 

I 
! 



I 
-.rllMEaT. 

We- York C1t7 

:!~ae~"bIl. 

'IB -1m: 'AI.D3aDY .unn lWILU 
" "' lCoD:fldential eOde' 

-.:. + Ji!' .. -~ • ." ~ ..it lew York: . • 'r_-:-:-

.~, c? COlltil'lU1ng abo.,. lJlTeatigatlOn, I reported ~t ~e_7~;t' 
, , '",', ift~-;,·, 

-.tel at _':00 .l.1!. and found jg8llt lIubjeot and wu • ..,-,,-.z~l 
'_.. • .. ::-~ $. ~ .-# 

at 1:50 ,1.)[. fhey entered Botel linIng room at ~at t1me anll a,IO:-'0 
. ,-"" -,\:"" ... -~ ...... "' 

. -i~" -, 

~ •• ~ey came out and -ere approached by ,lgent _ of the .&81i~on 

_:rnce of lroreau. Subject and above named Agent oOllVer.ed for about 
~t ': ..,,-- -

~1Te aillutu and •• parahd. Subject then returned to his rooa.-'*eaia 
'. ... !.~--- . 

• ere later ,oined by Agent .lt 2:00 P.K. I proceeaed to ef-

ficea of Bureau aod diaiooti!lued. leaving !gentsllllllll and 

: ' 

. 
" 

-----
Be- york (11 
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~ - -------.-----.., -... 
1.'1. J '''rl:il_~ .. :·~,·-

.,., -. 

'I1'I"L& ...., CHAItACTDt 01" CIdL ~. ~ 

!!=p!T,n:RlrKY AJpT~ BAS!L!R - ~-~~ 
" -- ~ 

(In Code) c 

.~ , •• York, 1.1.: 

K .. J. JmUl.&Jf, that IlUbJeot ••• tile to arnu 111 ... rod: ... ,. ,la •• 
- -

Il1a a=er .a.rnlllame upon arrhal, ",ent proce.a.d ~o ,.nnQ~~Uda 

Jlll,llroad 3\aUon, .ad conred all 1Doomi.l:l(l train8 b'om .... 1D&t •• 

~~n wae rece1yed that IUbJ80t .o~la arriYe on the ConJre.el~ ~o -,-'--::'0 
• Iolll1ht 411.8 et i P.Il. lIaetern Mandnd f~. Alent reJll&1M1 

_ 4 - ,,_ • 

ooyeriJ18 heine at the PenneylY&n1e station anA Asent _ • .t 

~n1n at Kanba'ttan fr&Dlifer. 

At 10:00 P')(., train auina at Rennll11'Yaid& .., '. 

at.tion. ~ tb .a.bJ 8010 an/! .ife ana aeoreta17, and .ere deeignate. ~ • 

.. 81 Aj_n • as ncrJ' arrhed at the stattQn. ..1.10 ~1. 1b111 I' 

Jo1.Ded Asent ~4 qent 

8I1bJ,ot ad pan7 proc.ehd to onhr JW!nqlftJd.a 

llote1 &nt •• re o .. ian.a kit. 1606-A. Alent ~heJ:l cOJUlutel wUh 

~ll offic. and reponed RbJect'. 1ocatloJ:l an4 ... Join .. ",,.,....-

q8J:lt a~ 10:80 P.ll •• who tIlIag •• ~oam at Bo1;ol. ....ut. .. ~ 
.. _iDlA on atoh IUIU1 11 P.ll. ,. RbJeot 414 aot leayo Q ... 

th1a tiM, writer aD6 ~ent _ Uaoontinue6, l"Tin, "c~ 

at the Bot e1 • 

... _ tao:: 
•• ehington 2; ... york 1. 
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Halil ~~: •. ;:..,:-
• 

........ ; ..., 

....as •• 

At ... 'Iork. II.Y,: 

eubJeot ~er pretext and aecertain, 1f pO.8ible, bow lona ~. esplCte. 

to be 1n tbe City. qtnt found .abJeot ... not in bla ro_-'. the 

.ohl, 1tut be ft.8 located in the •• Uins roam ,UUllB on a 11* wltk 

hla .ite and leoretary, presumably. in con~er .. tlon. • ... t Uter. 

for lame time, tben prClCeeded to the Barber Shop ana Z'.tuzael to ~. 

l.c)b; IUld accOl!p!ln1e~ 11: h!_ w!te. proceehd to 1;be1r rOeD. 11O~1: •. , -

8D.bJect 8tahd he .as too billy to srant an t.me~ 

-.1 .. , (which 18 40Cl.bttu.l) but 001114 poe si lily sin one tomorrow, and 1t 
A ___ " __ ... , .. _a"~ ... _ .... ~ +4-.. .ft.A ... 'ft1na ft" .... i:. 'I" • "hi t _ .... ~ • .I.L. ."w......u v .... Mol' ~ ... __ ...... _.-- ... C_OC_ .. 0.0_ ro .. j _!!_.@O_!!OIL...L..a_ 

1ntorm him 1f he carel-to be inteniewed &II4 at what UmetJ ~"G -. S -, 
'fllie establ18hea the tact that be w111 no 'oa.bt remain in .... 'Ork 

oyer tomorrow. ! 1-':-:'£ q-9 i - " 
cale oont1nued. 

Of' ' . 

..... ,. 

-
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X-truot lone of 1&1 ... 

~":..,.i-- -_ ... 

'Ift'I.S .., CI • i EiC 0. c.a,; 

_ ..... -.c1OD> 

.~ ... lork, _.Y.: 

10110111111 lD8~rv.cuoJ18 :frCIID "Blm 

·~en1; at 6:10 went to the Continental Botl1, 

111 Cbup UQlQ._'; 
. -~ ~.("t 

.la~ M. aDl ....-.,. ' 

.. lh4_ iDce Ull i:i.b; oallea up oitto. iiDii ... toll h -p to ~ • 
, . ~ -', ;~'-

.1t !'ennillftJl1a staUon a.t ~Inu" 

aD! 18'" them 1.n8tl'llc1;iOllll re ~bJ ect. "Bent tIl_ 
'~ -

returned to the Continental and wa11.84 till lO:26i ;oa110. et:f!8. c- ~,O 
-", . .,.- . 

.,.,un aDd .aB ~014 • tlbJeot _e at Pemall'YaD1a BOhl,. 

f, reslli.erec5 tilere and ata#,eCl aU nlght, Boom 1Z76. 

Ca. 800m inned. 

J;' -

--I 
,,' '~ '':~':"'.j -_ . 

. -
= 
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• ...... Il ..... ~ __ .. _ 

-- , 

.At -- York • •• Y.; - z~ 

,~-

lGrn.&zrt to 1uh'lloUona 
~ , ., 

~ . 
~.Id; ill Claa1' ••• ~t auJ.,t ........ to arrlT. 1A ._ .ork .... 

salao. 1LSa.'UIIler eundll..uD • ..,on anhal. ~.l1t Jll'OO ... .,- .,_.~_~:;~ 
.."" " '. _ w __ .. _ ..;.;,)._ 

..... ,had. :aallroa. ataUon ani oour •• all 1JIcoa1na 'nSa ~ .. 

, - ....... . . .t'~ 

iJdoJllat10n Wall reo.lud that .ulI~ct woll14 arrlT. OIl ~. O~~.tOA-

!h4! nUn ~OO"I . 

8:.(1 11.)(. 
_0 

ft"aln AnlHO in ... YOR • ~ ... 

. 
IRlIJeot an4 JI&l'tl proo •• 4.4 to antn the penJllQ'lTanla )[oto1 &D4 .ar • 

..:::' . '-
e!!!!ipet 1Il"_ 1606-A. Alent then 0 Clllma.n1oahd wSih 1m .. :a;...::> -. --

.mil U P')(. 
..... ". 

£II nbJect til not lean llP to Ul.1a ta.. __ Dt.::~ .. 

ca •• oom 1I1a.a4. 
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Botel. 

c 
8/l/2Z 

Al:)::21;::'Y AU~:r 
Confidsnti 81 ~a1;~er. 

,-

Ii.Y. -File 50. 
422 I 

,. ,. ./';:; 

of subject at 6:00 .l.ll. at the Fenlla,lT81ia 

_ At 7:00 A.!-:. lH!S ,ioiIllOd by kents _ s::d _. 

':15 A.~. sncject ~d ~s ~:fc al:~hted fro= the elevator and proceeded 

ar.d t:i:fe ::f[:".e O".lt of t:t:e Cii=i~g ro;)m at 8:10 .1.1:. Sllbjel then walked 

ov~:r t:; t~e CEs:::'ier' 5 -.-;;':-.doO: a::d raid his bill and checked out of the 

. " ~ • .)..o.... 

l'hilaj.elpr..ia. lea'i~g at 9:00 A.i.:. ::J~-li3ht 61:..i::" time, being kept 

aurveillance b; .A€er:t_,;ri ~ ET e:::l. A8'e!lt _ .' eturned to 

At 4:50 I.~. S~Ecial ~e~t i:: Charge Brennan informed 

me th~_ S;lc:e::t roES le-,i::g for New York a:.d that he wO".lld arrive on t 

5:00 F:l:. ~ain from rhpaielrbia. Ie. aLd 'Would arrive at the Ienn-

a;-lvania :ilEpt at 8:00 I.1:. De;:lig:::t; se.i11.5 time. _.riter and l.@:eL.t 

......., too~rU~~~~~2e E_':t€ station at 7:30 ;.~. 
• AUG_ 31'9Z2 -I At 6:0~ ::.!-:. s;;.bject arriveil i, 

CO:::Fe.:::; .. i th~:>.~''-''''a!!·;::' e~:;ts met J,.;ent_ subject and ~ 
frier.d boarded a tszl at tte e{e .. iwIl. Ager.cE ti;.€L. bo~_ed a ital and .... 
~:"ocfe.ie:' 'to ft: .. '''\€; C""''; 'f'-r.' "-r~ -' . b .to • __ .. ,:",w. ww cE_, v;):cre ~n€ eu Jes:t and 

.,2-.2-
e~t ered. ti:.e ~a:-ri:nen:: a'ti.JLei 5ank at 8: 15 r .!.:. A?€nt s notic 



( ('/ 

-z­
~--------------------------I 
. ~'t Y::_, :;.:'. B/l/H 7 /P.6/22 .AL~l~Y Atr..::r..:7 BASILE WIll 

ins a"o the entra::.oe of the baLk OD 5th Ave. aide BIld rushed 8ub:ect 

and. tie friend into t!:e bank and. cl.oseo. the doors at once. jt 10:10 

1 SUbjEct &::d his trieLIi c!l:e ;:);J.t of the bank on ~f:.st 44th str. IlIld walle 

1 to ~~i:. AVE. gli 43:d E"or. e.::ci bosrded a cab end t~eJ rroceeded to lenn-
I 
'er1.ar.ia ~e:p: v.~tre s:;.'oject mro.e resErvation for UlWEr Berth ,;10. sub-

ject's irie"":', ::cr 752, LO':i.r Bert:::. ilL SUbject tried to get lower 

ea::::' cne J~id tneir ov.':: f~e. I thEn msde reserVE:tior: for Agent 

in Car ~E3, rrrer 3E-rth i3. At !. :00 A.1:. traiL left for Fhiladel . .,his 

" .. 
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DATE WHE> .AOE, PUIOO fOO WHICH •• OE< 

,": Cit: '1/, . ., :,,-0 - " --
TITH AID CH4lACTEJ Of CASE 

I:; : . .;..: ~-,.;;.-:.: .:.~. £:~.:::::: 31,':31:.1,:, 
(I!~ C o::'e ) 

hCTS D[vELO~ED- • -.: rr e v. Y u r.:. : 

( ,- • v 4>'. ~. File B:. 

t ~rccea~6i to ~be Grand Ce~ 

his .. :':c aLi t_~~ tE.7.i r;~-. C::;~~73. I:. Yo. 0:: tr.e YLle Tazi Co. to tt.e 

Penn~, ll"5.:".ia E.;tel. Af;:::-=''t:: f\ ... llowe~ i!: priv£.te taxi No. 0'12910, B. Y. 

S-;~~ect e!:te,ei 

tiws 

on -, 
.t. J~. 

l'enr..s:;-lv&r.ia EJtel at 7:~2 A..l.: •• e;:co::.penied by .geLt -. Subject 

left hH TO;)::' acco::,F.nied b~' t.is wife at 9:58 A..i... an':" entere~ the EotE: 

dinin[ TOJ::' fer breal:.:fast. Cs:::e out at lc :.:J~ A..I.:. Uld WaS a}:pTo&che': b; 

A.l:. Went ~ac:': to tis roo::.. At 2:35 :P.:.... c~e c.ov.r. &r.d entered the 

3:05 F.~. left Eotel eni welked to b. 4~tt St. ant 5th Avenue. lie E to 

1r. fro::~ et 

~rinE v.~ict ti::.e he keFt lov~.u,. 

'41, ~2-.29fr-

C6~r£S Or TH!S RE"OilT FUIUfISiofEOTo, ,,~~::::r~t':l: 

ORIGL'\AL 



-2-

. then t!tlked to the COTDer of !'ifth .&.veDue, looked. around again &Ild re-

I turned quickly acd 8%ltered the above mentloDed of~ice build1ng at 3:30 

p.y. Ag8%lts followed, but were unable to reach elevator OD t1me. Sub­

~ect lett here at 4:10 P.Y. acd had a large eDvelope about lO~ z 14". , 
I I He walkei' back to Hotel, purchasec five newspapers acd WeDt up to hIe 

room at 4:30 P.Y. Subject came down again at 0:40 P.Y. and entered the 

Ca.m6 

wife 1n lobb; and enter.a the Hotel dining roo~ for lunch at 0:50 P.M. 

I C~e out at 7;45 P.~. and took a walk with hie wife, showing her 41ffer­

i.Dt pOinte of iI:terest, aca. at 8:30 P.l~. returne:l. to the Hotel. ..lgeDt 

14iScoDtlI1:J.ed at 12: 0) midnight. 

I 
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IJrpartmtttt of JuBfur. 
LnIWIlfJ~ 

1'.').Box 451 
PH n,J. D:::LPE 1 A 

• 

r..:. J. Burns, Esq., 
Director, BUreau of !nTeetigation. 
Dep~rt=er.· of Justice, 
Washing ~on, L·C. 

Dear Sir:-

) 

AUG 3 1922 
DlVlSIOl' 

I arc a~tachiT;g heret;, reuort of Snecia1 

Agent dated July 29th & 50th 1922 en-
o 

tiUed "BI7U1lIHOJ: COAL ,,?RL:L-JOEl; 1. LEWIS". 

Respectfully, 

~....;; <: ," ~.r=~ :-­
WAL"'T£c( F03T~ / - ---, 

Special Agent in Char~e. 

1 - ~e.al'f 

\ ~ 1.\ r:, - '1922 
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11 
lE,orr IIAOE AT DUt WHEIM'OE, 

PhUed 
TmE AID CUUCTEI Of CASE, 

JOlm L. LEWIS at this writing 1s st11l at the ~ 

STRATFORD HOTEL - PHILADELPEI~~ all of the District preBidente 

have gone home. 

After 

it appears that the hatchet was buried L~d both agreed 

that an invitation for a joint conference of Mine Workers and Operators 

of the four Bituminous ~tates would be issued in a few days but -7 

latest information is that things are not going just right and I also 

eee from the newspapers that the indications are that the soft coal 

operators are not wUling to lIeet in cac:terence. 

lr.J1::::::E:: COAL is very Bearce here 1n Philadelphia and thoa. 

few local dealers who have any of it on Btoek immediate17 ~umped their 

price to .16.00 per ton - the regular price be 

and were allotting it 15 and 20 tons to each 

£t 8:40 AU - Jnly 29th 

on the telephone but he talked to 

told that 

registered at the Nb.TIO::.~L EarLL IN fiASEIN:ZTJZ; 

IEfElElCE . COPIES Of THIs REPO~' fURO:SK£O To. 

~ 3-WAE;1-~iL~. 



( 
?/29th;30th - 1922 #2 

July 26th) and that if LEWIS was in a position to be sure 

Jkffi- was up to somethIng. 

It might be well if the Bureau would :find out ~ust who 

.1lt.Ci: is and I respectfully refer them to our telegram oT July 28th 

in Which I mention a number of LEWIS' associateB and others 
-1' 
~ 

thet were in oo~::etion with~. It will be noticed that I 

mentiond-- LE1fIS~ rnlomm:J1Jication with a man named 

who was then 
",J,-v 

occupying Room 607 at the "ALTO!; HarEL - Philadelphia. 

Ie. as my ~ports will show, 1'h- man _ 
-1\ 

at the 

At 12:45 p~ on July 2~tL -

called and 

He is also registered 

LEilIS Baid that he had II talk 

with a party but did not mention thet party's Dame - saying that they 

have no seDse at all further adding that he, LEWIS, thought that the 

President ought to push this th1ng. told LEWIS to 

have a talk With the other party in New York and also tell them to ha~e 

"the old 118.D" send _ a telegram telling him to come down 

at once b~t Dot to eay that LEi'iIS said so. LEWIS said that he 

lIOuld ae thie and Beid that he would tell HOOVER and 

the rest of them down there a few things. 

man" mentioned refers to president Harding - the Jew York man means 

At 1:15 PM - MR. LE~IS called in Bew York 

and asked LE,iIS if there was anything new and LEWIS 

said he could give no encouragement but that he wa6 waiting to hear 



( 
'1/29th - 30th - 1922 

, 

from the President. Btcted that wheD he heard trom the 

president, he would call him again. lIR. LEWIS Baid ~e par1;l to14 

him It was perfectly proper for the President to use his influence 

about the conference and th&t ought to know this fellow 

1e aaking a monkey out of him - thinks HOOVER ought to know that 

1!!R. LEWIS !!aU -

.&s going to talk to him, 

this afternoon. 

,11; 4 1'.1:., Washington, D'C. called MR. LEWIS 

LEtiIS aaid President now d08S not want interstate conferenc •• ••• 

york war. t sit. said he thir:l:~ that the president ought to 

call conference and make mel: cooe in and tbat _ 

It over. 

can put 

At 5: 05 P!.~ - Pittsburgh called and aated if there 

was anything ne •• said nothing startling. They made 

him a proposition of Old .... a3e and be turned them down. (The -call" 

w111 be about the '1th in Cleveland) 

At 5;30 :Pc - called LBI'iI 8 • l!R. LEWIS 

talked to Bew york. ~ot there but at his home in L::lng Island 

80 Lz.'iI8 talked to his ~ecretary. Eo progress on thing. !:%pect 

reply aD his letter to Preeident. MR. LEI'iIS said be thinks HOOv.o~ 

feels as if he were left out. GOing to put it up to him on Monday. 
7/30th 

At 3:35 Rh- ed LZ\,;I8 and invited both he and 

MR~. LBWIS out and Bsld he would call for them at '1 ~. 

At 4;15 ~ called LLWIS - He sai d he (Lewi s) 



.. , . 

( 

~/29th - 30th 1922 

had a wire from as to the conditions here and that he 

.rp.cte~ to isane a cell on Tuesd~y. 
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DlVISlOll 

- .Augat Zrld) 

mee86gee could be 'Very e~~ily ctec~ed up}. !he person 
-J - .-.' , JO -. _. 4-~· .'- .. 

Iti.r' ad:.~ t.he wire .. 14 1he 8tr1~e we nO. .. y'lfI!i.t~ . - - .' .. ' ., -
-~~-''-' -' ~ . _.- . ,. ,--' 

l_isr t ng d «Iuree the Secreta17 of the ~re~lIury) .~' 
'f': :.~,~ . ," 
~!.li .etU. ~1B 1.1 he wanted - ,tlslit be baa been~"" 
~' ~'-_. - . _- . . - _ ,-..... - .,...L:.,"':~, 

§;::;::,r~~~,:~';t~;;:t;'$~~~.~~1tl 
and that 'PreaUeJlt lIarUng ,u tq1ng w.o' 

,~~;ui';;~b MELi.!1l ~'~ 1f 'h~ . fJJl~~ ~~'~-,.' It~l~'" 
~. - --. -,' , . ' ,,:..::-~ fQt' .. ~.~ 

" 

the:-}t~"_1rOa1d'" settled.- , :.~"~ 
"";;:.4";'~:~' ~t1.O:!50 ,iK- .~e,.Ul1ited D&1i~d .~o' 

: e.1let.fl'e4.' ,~~)' want e 4 to know if J1R. 

Conferenoe in Harrll1barg 

, could not go away. 

'.t Ll:05 AW. lew York 

• i---.. 
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, 

anI .Ile 

in ,be Wes't. II,y lDfoI:lII&llt eutes "thet at 
, 

received 1n!o~tian that IZYIS 

the afternoon. 

.;~., ... result' of the ,~.lephone lionversatton qr otherwise:, !.2~~ 
~~;.:.. '~s vet l!!srned but it reall'V. 1II8kee 'no' aH'fe~en~e as eve . , 

cou15 be chec~ed up as strted .0 --.-. ~ . 

'"1.~~ b.ln. 
~ ....,. - - . 

..J--i' J. eoncernins 

18 still here 

the riot trouble mentioned in 
> • "f _ ,."Qgust 2nd, 1 have to report. tb.et I imIIediately ,.' 

,~- -...:~ 'the telegnphic orders received frOll! weeli.ington to ~eut 

::t,~~ is in "ille8 -:se.rre , iel.l:1ni,~ ~.~.~,_~,~.t~~.~~. 
!'" ,', JSayre, Pa •• e.nd _te sIDe oonfi4enUal 1nqa.1ri .... ~ ~_! 

_'_ .... -! .a . _ • _ .. __ '!:.: 
.,.~ ,'~ 

~; 

.,..-
M'~"'4' 

interTiewed II1II 
• b le to Sp!IE Jr veI'] 

in the hospitEl and found that __ ~ ~ 1IIi:':' '. 
" ... -::-

good English and thst be stated that b. ~.1t 

thEt the re'son he WEB attacked WE-S because t~t;.l'ALi1ers 

COH,DEN! " 

.:"'-':> • 

, 
, 
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,eq • ______________ •· _______ -.·rn~ 4.'~'AM.'1~«~! ...... ~ ... -n .. ---

W.Y. 

----.. 
At ... York, •• Y.1 

.. war. ~. 
- ---.~ 

_I .er1ftell tile roo. JI1DIbol' of n'bJeo' (1606-.1) a' 'tIlo 1ah~'S.::;~ 

-.u ul l.uae4 U.'t nbJeo't .... Ull holling tho __ • 

tile 1'00. aD. oODT.nel .Uh 

... leunel ,hat .ubject nldelll.7 lecidel late r •• 'ula;, aftea •• "Uaa' 
.-~_~ "\.'-4 

Ilo .eolod a 1'0.' .0 he and hie Wite -took _ exou.lOa fol' tile _. -- • 

1rPOD lBqui1'7. Ue S.crehl'1 .tatel that subject .CK1l1 reteD to .e. 
-f.t: 

York .t thor JfODI~r be.d&l' aornillg and 

'1eJlB n07 woull r .... iIl ill .elI YOl'k. 

ocoupie. 200a 1602. 

"---- . 

-
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II"".'''' tID nB 

'-24-22 

>nL.E_ ..... ~=_ .... ~ 
II liE: AltDE?J3f .lUXL~'l' lU.sIL1B. 

COI1'I DEBT I JL. JU.'f'!Ba. -_..-.. 
GonUIlUiJ:Ig on 'he abo.,a iRT .. Ug~lon •. 1 

·Rcn171T1II.1a lIOhl ~ 8 A. M. and ~olned Aglnt, 

.&t 11.1.5 A ••• eubJ •• t II1d wl~a wer • . 
#'0. tirect;'lon o~ 41n1.ng room. !lha;y took '8 lIat; in lobbl of hotel .. 

". "1:.' 

~~: ...... ~~ -

~ '.aooapBll1ed by tall. 1;hln men. SubJao1; JoIned thi, Illan, ahook ....... . 

wIth h1.lII and a.t .soWD in lobby of hotel, while the aecre1;1Ir;y l.eft'~-· 

end wln1; 1;0 his room. At; 4.;0 P.II. they aaparahd. SUbJ eot wen1; .. " " . 
" 

lUI room. '8 per Instruc1;iollB rlcei.,ed from Edward J • .BrlDJ18D. ..... ,," 
-.,. -. _ -;0 ~ ; 

-.olal AgIll1; In Charge. Ag8D1;~follo.ed 1;h1a man, Cl4~.J' !: .. 
_.!. .. ,,_, _ ~ "i. 

-'!>­
.lacrlpt;lon and f'arther psrtiou:ar,B. IJ,BAActfD.lly rl~er to rl]lOn : 

IU. SRM.1IftII ~ 04 ., ." . 

ef =-'J,\~ ,8.)~ >.~ "i' , 
.&t •• 55 P.ll. eUllJlo-1; came out. aoot;>.Bll1ed ~ .1~ ..a --

.,,, -- - . -- .... ~ ~~-...c..,. 

JOHn, wllD waa oarrying two amaI1 han4 bags. ney entereltU10all ' .. 4 
.. t<:; _ ";.' .', 

IreTI 1;0 .J'All JU ver Line Pier. )'RUOD and wast strea1;s, In York." .". 
-~-.: ........ 

8IlbJlot a,pparently had hie Ucklt ... he 414, not; nop_-" 
!hey be .rded 1;he 85. PRISCILLA. whioh err 1 us a-1; 
, , 

a.~5 ..L I. and :rall li1Ter a-1; 5.S0 .loll • 
. -' 

and repor-1;ed the aboTe. and in eompllanol 

WashIngton 

r, , . 
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ltp'Xrtmmt r1f ~lIs:ttr:t, 
11= of JnObljplj,,4, 

... ,ioatua.1- .. 

.JIll7 18 • 
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'~~'-'{~' : ... 
JDmOIWJDUll J'CIi .A8SISUNT fO !BE .&.!TCIUIBY QEHlIUL Qari~~J~ 

. ..' ~"",.>..., .+-~. . - . - "':-- . ,~ ..". ...... 
~ .. ~: ~~~;~:t~ . 

""oording *0 Information which I haft 1'eoel .... 7":~.: •.. 
:trom a striotly oonfidential s cnr.ce, JOR! L. SWIll ~::'."::,' .... 
the Bellevue-Stratford Hotal. in Philadelphia, 1'& •• d .,~. -.. 
6:60 P.ll •• on 1l1ly 26th, and proc eeded to tile Barr1-.n . ..t­
Jlational Bank. at 44th 8t. aDd J'i:fth .&.venue, Jlew York el~. 
arrIrlng ~re at 8 P.ll. fI! .~" .. 
of holding a oonferenoe .. ith alJl~ .;:;'(-~- -" 
CIf the aboTe mentioned bank. . .. ._........... • 

.&.n 1ndividual who 1s desoribed as follo. aooollp8l11ea 
LenE - _r ...... 

_ '- • .k 

~5 ;reArS of age. 51 J.O-, J.80 pounds. olean ShaTen •• e4.1.B'~~','~ 
ftown ba1ri ueeaed 1£1 a gray nit wUh a straw hat ->i'~~, 

• ~r-

Upon their arrival at the Bank, a apeol&l offioer '~ ." 
and two oivilians were waiting for them at the J'iftb '£TeJIQ ";;., 
8ide of the Bank. and a8 soon as ~ey entered. all 4001'. 
w.re 10004. ' . 

YourS."f1r7 truJ.7. 

,.:.. .. 
.... I. ~ _ _ ___ ~ ___ _ 
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'poreny w.. 14. l\lrna: 

.l~t&cb.d .~riotll oon.fi~nUal 
... orandla zelat .. ~o a telepbone o conTereation between .&ahington and 
~... Lew1e d Philadelphia. 

IUY •• t1gation a~ .aahing~n 41~ 
010 ... the fact ti1&t the telephone 
conTereation in ~ •• tion took place 
between .r. Le,,1a and one bsh L,. 
"'pip. D1reo~or of Conoil1at'-Pn. 
l)epartaent of L&bor. '<%. 

-. -!.:: . 
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.. :~ .". 

,.~cttulll. ~~ 

"»~ • e:.... ~. .~, 
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ana go the licit. 

.' 

:fer. of • rel1uest. but an oner. 

: .;. 

\ 
Ai.: ",r~!'~J"'~~. c:~r!.itr~ 
I!£ ; : '\ ': l", : 

.. 

0.<.: :r-:-;, :,...... _ <to _. ~:....._ 
I 

.~ : , .- ~7', .. 
• "I. -_ 

.. -. ... ..... -- - ~. 
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...pIt I, ,UJII."~~~ 
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, .:--: :- "- -- -- ----- ---.. .." 

• 

at I J.. K. 8~bJeat 41d Do1;-leaTe the \oat at thl. 

~~*:.;lj ~c\<.\?-~t1; ~ewpO~ •. ll •.. ~~ ~~ !~'~,~~~~:,,,.~1!:'· :!~lL:~ 
..uah \1JIe ~ ~O&\ ]11111., out ~ anlftlU'Jall ti;~~~~.~tt-~l 

.... .:. .. I. .. .• ,".':-.. ..- ,..' • '-. ~ _.~. _.-' 

Ii .l ••• :,:. !rM .~_\ 400ke4 a\ 6.1$ •. h\~eot tiUh wif •. -il7 
....... ~:f ... :. ..... .~ -0:-.. ."'.... . .• ::. < .. : ....... 0 ,-0 ',;,,-:,'~" -I' ';'-';~i;!;~~ 

-I~ .. etf ~ Mat at , J.. )(" ~ok ~ 6.18 .t •••.. fira1D 
'. -~ 

~ . . 
- Aced alao .~ok ~ ...... ValL ,. ~be "\J.~i 

".-:'~' .-.'. . . -... -. -.. : . - - ." ......., .. .., 

tr1~. 'h17 br1q ViprJ'oa hli tiftr ~o ,-.\ca. :'~, 1rid.<iiW'1i\ 
'~ ._ • 'e' .. ' ••.• - .... - ......... ,._.;., ...... ~ .... ~~-

,,-.·:~ __ :auOD in.~.nU .,!e~~~ 1.·~~·_~~.O.\· :~..a.-;." .. ~~~~~.>~:....;~l 
. ~~ ~. x.s~ ·BDt.el -BN1'e ~be"!,\h I\lL1i .. l.i •• :-'lnzrlLiir 

.'.. ~·"·"_·-.·nv -" .\U.~~. whioh .. =--4 ... ·..v ~ _~_ '-.&e' .• J'.;,.~_ 
"'" .... :.-"' •• - .:~ .: •. -.~ •. #-.' ...... : .... ; _ ":: .• :"."- .;.. ·~· .. ·: .. .r-:t;:I~ 
';. . ~ .. ~.pllo .. ..:u • .-Dl U4 ecaftr .. U .. wlQ 110 

h1a ·w1fe. 

8ub~.ot aDd wite lett a' '.10 J.. 

~ollo~d 117 ~nt \0 the lorth Sta\10n 

------.,.,. ........... : 
WUh1ngton !; lew York 1; hoTi4enoe. 

. '. 
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':to;-.• : ..... 

- .... ~- .. 
-i: :..:t 

.' -
~ -' 

'. ' . 
• ~. L 

'-_--:-.,;.- .... 
" '; ... ;..;':.:..~..,...c.,.. 

.. 
~or t.e\aU. of 81m4., aDa. KOJl4a1 ... rqOZ"l ~ Me' 
"~er eon.la.rea. olo •• d at ~h1. ani. 
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r 
J 
• 

, . , 

- .-
. QnnOUOlla ft('. tr. tbe -' --. 

-- = .. : :~-

- se1DC aou\b B Uth It:r.et. 111 • bxl. ~nt. ~oUona. "~J 
. ':,,~. ':r-" ~:til~~lr."f 

1;0 1aldp Botel, Where 111 the 10bb7 II1bjlOt. •• t. t.hree ~ .' .• f~ n~..., 
. - ......... -~.~~, .•. .., .-, ..•. 

•••• ant ~e4.1ah~ engage! 111 oonTereaUCIIl. ~nt. burl lIl"l-' 
. • .... _ .. ··~c:~:,;.E:'J 

uke t.he ~Ol.low1n& Jrtat.ement.: ·1 am Jrtan41~ pat.. I _ sollie a'IIIV:"""~-.. 
. . ,.".-a - --~~ . 

'04.&7 and wlll ret.urn about. t.he &1441e of nat we.k.· kb~IO' :~al" .. . . . -
wl\h t.h' thre, m~ mltl1 8:16 p.m., at which time 8ub~.o\·. ~1_" .'. 

- : ~.; -~~.;. ,.' 
~. ·:c,,:,;;~N~. 

Bub3ect. ct.ered t.he eleTator and at. 5:20 p.m. 0 ... town wU ... -~ 
. - ~ ~-.-

'wo .u.t oa8U. 8a.bject and .'oretar7 hlled t.hrough t.he 1ebll7 ..... _. c-. 

apparent17 looklng for .000eone wl t.h whom 8o.bjeot hal an &PP~tt~.;i(~,·. 
. .-~ .. .J:/>~::~'" 

At. .1: 110 p.lI. hbj ect .0'UClDed t.o biB wife and ,tated t.o b18 a.or~~f 
. .. ::-:'-.. ' ..... ::~ 

·Oamlot. walt. any longeJ'"'. 8ubjeot and part7 hok a t.axi. ~~~..;-
- - .. - --~ 

the 'OD1cm 8\& tl an at. S: fj() p.lI. &Dd boarded the Consr ... 10D&l. ~teL' 
. . '.~ ~':''''' --:.: 

Bubjeot. had a prlnte oompartllezd; and l10tatel t.o bi •• eoret...,- ..... ~ 
, -'. 

tbelr ent.ln 1irlp 1;0 .e. York, Where t.h., arrln4. a' ':21 •••• F·;:·~~ 

kbJIOt. aD4 par1ir proceede' to the hzma11TaZl1a .otel. ,.hm~t: 
~b .... t II1b~eot reo.iTe' •• nral 'hlegrama, ken" 'he t.~.I;"k"''; . . 

J.~: 1,"1' ,~ the •• w York ').gent., 

.A,pnt. retuzned t.o Waeh1Dstcm, 

CLOSXD. 
_ ... _..,WOOi\IjJ:D. INt)!!I. 

1Ia nullnOOD 5; Offioe 1. 
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GOIPDlD!UL' 1.nS'fIU!IOI P(E lJIDc!(E .tan • 

.. e ...... -. .... - .. -
:l'·.~~le ..... -o~ · •. ".i~· ... .au ... ~~ ._-

~'-"'". '::~.c. -__ ":.:~:-.~ -: .. ' .- ...... _ ... '. : '.~.4.~_ ... ~. ~. ,', ~~ .... ~~ ..... ).~. ~ ...... 

· ... ,~:~: .... On ~~~ 19~_~t .. ll.IO~.~~. J ·"-~~~1i11.~~~ 
OO-=i_tioD a' W ~ ~ .. IpHlal.Jpat . . . '. 

~"' ...... ,·~.;;,:r..~k. ~l •• ~' .~_ ~~:~,.~~.~, ~.e ... ' .. ~-~~;s~ 
~ ... rlM' M4 len ... J'erk· .. t.M I'M.-r mL_J,~~ ...... -.~).t~.;.!l 

.. 
-.' . 

"~".'" 

. _1'. 

~ ani:.. at •• :"pon. Dol. ll1aD!, at &'U At .... 

1 .... 1Utr~wl ~ eoftr .. U ew ... r u4 U .u, •• ~ 1al.~ 
.., .ewpon to keep the. u4er 81Zrftlli&DH .. 

• .- ~'"U 414 DO" laD4 at I"por~ aDd ~rooee'.~ ~D ~. ~~~B~;1 
~. . ...... ~ . '. ". .... - .:.",;': y"!-. ~ - i~ ~;~ 

~ Pall.tiTer ...... aohu .. ". wh.1eh WIU U. &"U-~iI j' ~.~.:;;w...,~' 
A1.'-"lOl 

Pall Rl .... r woull! be ooftre4. .~iN~~~'-dIllI"Yl 

.' •. ' ," Jl7aelf aD! J.#;en .. ~ . _ ~~ 
. -' . 

~7 all~IIOU1. aDd .et" ~e a-leo11la .JlP-r1ftl~·_o"'OO\a 
~ ..... 

. 1aDl! at lewpor~ .. we 11'&1 wI! =U1 • .1. K. .t whioh tn .. 
".- '. -:- -~ . ;.: 
, hl .. 11.1& Foo .. ded to h.l.l ll1ftr. ..... .. 'lUll '82"I1Wtt •• lliail 

!.. ;. 

• - , .. ~ -.,:" 

... . 

.' .~ .. " " .. : :;~: .. 
Pal.l tiTer 1D ..... f 80_ ellp·.., '\_~ 'hia ~1a'·._wll ~A 

~OTere4 '7 o~her ~n".. .. ~1ftil \l..re .~I·i.:~~~I:.::.~"'~;A 

-. 
BoatoD, ..... U 'bue a:pp8are4 \ ... ao nUl' .~~ ..I_PIltIio't 

~ '"0 •• •••• #_." -" .. . J: ••• ~ ....... nlI, •• ta a'tftl1 tiftr I lu~W4 .l!n~ _,,~ ~"'''i .. ., 
.... U'a1n wl'th ellb~ee" aDd hi. 1I1.fe aDa bep "ba. aler avwll­

laue &Il4 ~'t I nul! 11'&1 t &Ill! .. e If 'ba \hird JU''tl ... 1 
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:~ 

"Il~ &'t Bonon ....... a4ria1Jl& _ Ua\ •• ~ .. , aaI M.a 

w1~. _d ar:r1nd at the .ort.h S1;aUon &'t Bolton ~o ... ira. W .... 

aa '-.pel .1ll\o & tarl-eab aDd lIa4 sot.\en --7 rroa 1I1_el~ 8114 
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DAn W ..... , 
. f/lBiu -

tm" .... ' ••• CIIlo . 
• :~~: .lLlBmBY At7ILM usna 

~ - -.;.. . 

':_~~eI tile lIotel 11!I1J:Ig roo. :ror ~e&kf .. '. 

• .e~ to eaah1er. pald hi. ~111. ana retUrne! '0 h1a reo~ . . ~ . 
. ~'ect len Boul acoompan1t4 Q hh W1fe ane!. .eoreU:'7 "I~=~~l 

, 
to the ~t'!2DsylTaDla ]t. a. 8taUoD where he boarted \lie ':.00 .... ,-.- .a>,';: ... 

-1 . r· 

1.r !'h11a4elphla 1lI parlor oar .0. 6, train .0. lUi. ~~ .. 
. - " . ' .• ' •. 
~4.' jgellt then retUl'Ded to lh%reau offioe ane!."'8 iD8tructed.1JJ AgeD 

~: - ,"w -

1D charge Brennen to go to 627 J'Uth .ATeDue qe!. .et • lid af 
. . - . . : . " "..' --~ 

<~... in -the ~lI..11U.ng. . .&gent waa Dot permitted to eoP'''' 
:.. .. ~ ," - . 

....... &17 '0 obta11l peral8810n :rrolll tile a&entl o:r the 

:~~~ r~t1Zl"D8e!. tctltare.u offioe for farther ID8truoUona.· ;:~~. :'';.;::'~k 
.'!-.' Agent prooeeeled to the PellDI7LTanla ... tiOD at ':.a 

' .... -- . "'",. 
~~.~ ... '_<"~~~ .~e~ for ~e p1lrpo~e o~ bep1Jls ~~,~O,! ~c " 

' •• i·~ he lte1Dg 4ue 1n .e. York Cl't7 .~ 8:00 ~.'." 'foU ..... 
-:0. • . ' .:. ...:. • • _ ••• __ 

aub,eot len vAil! at 1:06 ~.)[. ~COIIpanlea 117"': 'Mia' 
.~~", 

CeI1u Of TIllS ItrOII F ... RtD To. 

~O""" 
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• () • 

_lUZIg ~r lubJeot ~o arrin. lub3ect CuiOkl1' _twol ~e.~.~,~; .. _I' 
.U 400rs were 1Jame41atelY 010 .. 4 an4 loOket. : ';;'-:'; :. 

o • - .... ",:",~._ ... i~' ! 

At 10:05 p ••• oubJeot left JaDk. 100k • haDao .... .D4 ~ooeo'e& 

. -' " •• -::,.,r _ 
~t 10:~C P.~ ~ubject left Pena6ylyar~e Stetion and enterel "\he 

PennB~lYEnie Eote1. _ilLed around lobby ani tben took elevetor. Arent 

waited tor about en bour in Botel, tben fr~ceeded to tbe Penna;lT&n1a 

St6ti~~ an~ covered tr~1ns. 

Juj' 27tb: ~t 12:(5 ~.L. subject 8Dtered PennsylYaD1a St6t1on &Di 

-9 :.----

:rr18'!ld.be~ 10lier Bo. 10, car J;o. 53. Agc~t bed uPFer Bo. 9 in car Bo. 
" 

53. S'l:.b~ect COIlve!"se:i until 2:'::C ~.l: • .-heD !:e retired. !ra1n arrival 

in Philadelphia at ':52 ~.u. ~t 7:05 A.~. 

At 7:20 A.~. subject ~eft trei~, purcbeEe~ 

subject's friend left vaiD. 
. . . ' .~;;. 

three papers and walkell ~o.! 
- "--' 

tbe Bellevue Stratford ~otel OD S. Broad St., Philadelphia, at ,:SO A.l 

At B:~O A.1:. be lett his roo:1, acco::panleli by UE .-Ue, an:i. ahtere' ~( 
r 

~te1 d1n1118 root:; for breakfast. elCe out at 9:25 A.¥. and returDed.t1 

his rooc. ~t 9:10 A.~. ~EeDt Eot iD touct witb Pb11ade1phia .ftioo·~ 
:,;.:~ 

eDt .lg ants • + , n .nn .& 1" ~I'\ •• , '. A.a. __ .. ., ..,v.v,", _._ .'" .............. __ 

~eDt tben reported to J.gent iD CbsrEe :roster of 1;t.e PhI1.-ie1pbla ott1 . 
and was i:ostruct.~ by him 1;0 reliain for further orders. At 8:'5 !'.Jr.. 

J.gent was instructe5. b; J.geDt 1n Charge l"oster 'to ata,v at ~te1 ~d 11 

lub.1ect did not leave town b~ seVSD or eIght .'olock to So back 'to ... 

York. ~t ':00 P.~. J.fe~t observe5. subject 1n 1obb; ot Xotel iDterYlel 

iDE different maD wtq eV1deDtly were mine leaders a~ operator ••. At 
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----.--- .- ------·-1 -< - ;: 

(. , 

1- "1,----.......... -.. ----.-'; - .. :~ .. > 
• . -... '.~ .. , 

.. . .... 

~ent discontinued at '=.5 p.~. prooeeded '0 Penual1YaDia 
. ~. -

8tdloD IIZld lIoardei the 8:00 P.M. ~rt.in tor I. Y. 011;1. arr1T1DB~' ." 

10:25 1'0':: ~eDt theD reported ~ otfioe am USCOJlUzzud 10~::'b.:G.,0 

> • ~-' ... . -.:-- -- '-

..... -~" .. 

. '-- . 

~ - -, ~ 
' .. 
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.. 
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-..r .... &T, DAn WIIEI _ .. : Patoo ,.. WIICII II&D(, "fill _lark OU~ . 'JIB/a ?/U-27/U. 

, - " 

CeDUall1ng on the abOTe o .. e • .t.gen' !l;~;~~;~: 
~' •• tel a' ':00)..1(. lubJeot left hie 1'0011 ~00i.p&D1'" i 
.-¥'" ..... ..,' : ..... " ":; 

'. ·.tered the Bote 1 Un1Dg 1'0011 ~or ke&kf .. ,. Calle .at· at 
w_ ... ..... ::-

.~.Dt to .... h1er. paid hi. ~ill aDd returned to h1a '::.0 .. . 

Dlt'.e' left Boul acoo!DpIlll1e4 ~ his -ife and .. oretal7 _I,'~'O''''4 
. : ., ~-.~. ." 

to the PennBylTania R. R. Station where he boarded the ':00 ..... v&iD 

101' ~.U.a4elphla 111 parlor oar 10. 6. train 10. au. '~~_-;'r.l-
• • - ,." -,* ~~ ~~ 

'lfte4. £gent then returned to Bureau ottioe and wae 1I1structe4 lIJ .&gen-

1D Oharge Brennan to go to 627 rUth .lvenue and get a ,lid ~;.~ ~14M .. '~- , I 
~""e. In -the lnti141ng..&gent was Dot pe1'lllUted to 'OP7'~'" .. ". 

: ..... al7 to obtaln permesion from the agent. of the ~"iu..C:, '~~i 
.. then returned to'ltareau offioe for fUrther 1nstruotiona •. ,-:.._~~~;. 

'~'f-!i> ' 
.' .&gaDt prooeeded to the Penn87lT8lI1a Dation at ':80 ~~.. ' . 

. -' I I ~ .. -' ~-~~~~2_ 

:.o1.Jle4 £se=- tor the PlU'po" of keep1Dg nll'eot1lD4!l' .... 
-~. - .... '" ~ ~ -~, - - ..... 

he 'eiDg due 1n Ie. York 01 t.Y at 8:00 p .• I( •• foU •• , ~ _...,f' 

.EFDUC(, 
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SubJect ,u1okl1 aater.4 the ni14JJtB 8I1d . 

I 
".' . 

all doors were 1mmediatelJ 010 •• d and loOked. 

At 10: 05 P.K. IlUbJect left kDk. took a haDaoa oa1I 8Il4 ~roo .. led i 
I 

~ the PennayLTan1a station, arriving .10 10:20 P ••••• er. u1le1fSht I , 
tickets and pullman ~cr the 2:00 J..)[. train to Phil&4elph1&. '~.". ! 

At 10:~C P.~ ~ubject left Penosylvar~a Stetion and ente:;d the I 
Pennsrlv~nie Eotel, w~ed around lobby 8D~ then took elevator. Alent 

waited for about en bour in Hotel, then !r~cee~ed to tbe Penns~lvan1. 

Station anj covered tr~1ns. .' 
Jul.;!' 27th: At 12:(5 A.~. subject entered Penn6s1~a Station and 

boarde5 train Bo. 13, oar Bo. 52, where he had berth lower ~. 1%. ~s 

fiiEl!ld. he:! lower Bo. 10, car L':J. 53. Agent bad uPFer 10. 9 in car Jlo. 

~. S1,;.b~ect co~verBe5 =til 2 ::C J..1.: • .-h€n 1:e retired. !l'rRin arr1 ved 

in Philadelphia at 4:52 A.U. At 7:05 A.~. subject'e fiiend left ~a1n. 

At '1:20 J..!.:. eubject .left train, purcbase:' three papers and walked to 

the Bellevue Stratford iotel on S. Bros.d St., P!:Hadelp!:ia, at ';30 .A.l:
1 

.At 8:40 A.!.:. he le!'t his roo!!l, acco!:J!)anieel by tis .-ife,. aDel ebtered 'tbe i 
~.:;tel dining rooru for breekiast. C8.'!:e out at 9 :25 A.~ and returned $0 I 
bis roo!::. At 9:10 A.I.: • .Agent got 1n touel: wi th Phllao.elpbia 8tt10e am i 

.lgen~ent Agents at 10:00 J..~ to relieve ... 

.l¥ent tben reported to Agent in Charge Poster of the Philadel~bla ot!iee . 
and was lnetructed by him to rellain tor further orders. At 5:45 ~.)[. 

Agent was inBtructei bS A€ent in Charge ~oster to stay at Iote1 and if 

.ubject diii not leave town by seven or eight .'oloe)[ to 80 back to Jew 

York. At ':OC P.L Aee:r.t obaerve:i subject in lobby ot Kotal illterT1ew- : 

iDE different men Whq evidently were mine lea~ers ani operators. At 

~------------~------~--------------------------------------------~~==-
I 
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6:'0 1'.l.:. subJect bOl,;.~t a paper and went up 1;0 hiS roolll. , 
i 

.Agent dlec~ntinued at ':~5 P .... prooeeded ~o P.nnal1~. I 
- . . I 

Ststion IIIld boardei the 8:00 p.~ trsiII for I. Y. CUI. arr1T1Dg _, i 
10:25 F.li:. .Agent then reJ'orted to oftice and 41aconUuued to:"~'- t..,. ,{ 

. . I 

( 
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Dear 8ir: 
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1JIaQingbm. J. .. 
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I!RIC!LY ooftpYll!TfL. ' 
{ 

!he ~ollw1llg information wal reoentl7 reo.l ... 1 ~r.­
~e PhilacSelphia o~fioe, which lIlfo:nIe me ~ha~ ~eB' uaftraaUou 
tNt place GIl eUher juBll8\ aDd or 1r4. ~e1r oonf14.nUal 1.rea­
~ ~a11lng ~o 4ate hi. repor~ -

.... t 10.20 .... 11. - Walhiag'lon, .,-d Oil toM tel.pho ... 
end talked to either Lewie or (1D. all probu1l1V·· 
it w" Lewle) I~ the Burean cone ere U lleceall&Z7ttb .. 1 '. 
MlephoDe .. seagea could be Ter'7 laa117 oheoa' .p., ae 
periOD. on the other end of the wire 8aid the ItrUe .. an 
.p to aLLOH - (_aning of eOllne the a.cret&r7 of tM 
!l'Z'euur7) and that he could lettle thie l~ he wantel til -
that he hal been with the President ~or ~our or ~ITe 4.,.. 
adding that VET.T,EB 1a 1I&k1ag money out of thie thing en4 
nat 1a the reason wby the thing la prolonged enl ~at 
:rreeident Bard.1ng la try1ng to make en agreement wU. MInD" -
an4 if he would eD.lJ" la;y the word tile Itrlke woull be .. tUII .. 

... t 10.60 .... K. - ne United Press called end _ anawerel. 
!!ilq wanted to know if MR. LOIS w~t~ lhe 
Labor Conference In HarriSburg &n4 _ aaid -10. ~.t 
1t1'. LeWis aould oot go awa7. , . 

• ~ •• w York called. Jry lnfarlll8Jlt Itate. It .. 
ITideaU7 talu4 to LEWIS. It 11 a1 b.r 

who aneMee oLlla. !lba I1lin011 
IP Itata4 1D 
1h1o~ 011 Pr14q. j,UBIlsii , d ~at he. ,woal' 
edTile Lewia later and that the;r were get'!; ell 
:from all lITer. adding pe.bo4;r wall in lIack 'the 1& 
the W.at. Ir1 ~armant Itatell that at~hi thq 
l'~e1Ted 111.forllBt10n that Ln1ll would '" 
a:tterAOoll.· , 

MAR I 0 I 4 

JieBp8cttull;r • 
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-r,t;: NEws 'i1:J~~ 
~, I' Evidence Not strong' Enough', . ' -,,~~~/.~ 

D. J. Believed 

'~2:~~~ __ ·: ~~. 
• ~~ "~~:. 'fl~ 

_ _. ·C'-. oJ, .... ~:;::,-~." 

. ,.,..: ,." ~.":""'~~"""+;;.-.. ~ 
~ #.-./ 

Case Against 'J 

~~g~til~~:\?,:~~'~~;:L;",~!;:: . 
t CIVil ngh 18 .tatut<! in a ~,ooo tranaaction. Th' ' , ',' ~, ." 
that the department had decided that evidence It 

, relating ainee mid-aummer did lIot warrant action. 
, Atll, GeIl. 1II4dIe .... tbo'W1I 10 haft - - " ,- -
, UIlpod .,me of bII Iop-fUcbt &tIM-
, ... ,. 10 the _. _ 1D'fGInd • 

queot.ion .. heth .. \be truaactIoD .... 
ID rioIatIon of the Wop .. Act rllbt 
Of J(1Df ., _pIoJ.. to borpIn 001-

, lectioel" Tbat would haft boon _-
.adored • YIOI&tIoo of \be ,,-,..~ 

, .nu r1Cb1a 01&_. 
• It .... aid thAt J.CWII IoDt , ...... 
. .. bout $350.000 10 the __ ID U31. 

oJI,.edl, 10 _ .. I\a _ ID .. lock­
out 01 .... pIoya .. ho ..... _ben Of 
tho U'L ProcresAy. _ Work .... 
ltvIdonee of lb. _ .... 

, """""I 10 \be dePjl1tml:nt'. _II1II1 
, bJ tho InIerDal Rey", ........... -_er04 II while '.,..u,&t1DI; .. Il0l­
llI>lo _ IaJ: ~. It later .... 

i ~I Do &ali .... YIOI&IIoIl .... 1 

" ... 

!~r ): .. "' .... 7'" 
---""','." <'::-:'{:* '-'~-~-. 

)1'1. 
I l~il:d-~t1-

NOT R'ECoitDED' 

87 NOV 221943 
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. 0 ~ John eWls., a~~. . erve.,_~.:.:;,'~:Z&:\~,~ft.fJ{~~ 
JOHN L. LEwu' ann~t and-lile minen, but hia ocDoas dar-·· It mUll Uo .. '''*4 .. ' c4 Gat 

mal hIS mung off of the coal ing the mille ~" hdicd hia .. onIa. .' LnrS baa becD able to ...tucc a Jarce 
otrike is merely another "truce" till He refuoed, with the eager mIl.bc>- ...... bet of coal minen aa1y beca_ 
June 20 once more demonstrates that .ration of the mine operaton, to push ...,. ...... juscified crioftllces which 
this would-be fuehrer of American for aettlemeDt 9f the minen' demlnds Ie ... pre1I:adecI to ~ Aput 
labor, .. ho baa just been fubomely during the period of the "tnac:c." from !be wage questioa, the priDci-
eulogized by Hider', VoeLas.her Instead, he blocked negotiariom, pal IOUJ"Ce of tbeIe p._ • the 
Be.bunter, will Itap at nothing to turned his back 011 the War Labor _tinued &ilare to keep Jmnc _ 
rin his end~ Thore can be no com- Board', enry effort to ~ the within bounds. At the White H_ 
promise with this war of nerves. Be- dispUte equitably, while he carefully meeting of Labor', VJCtory Board, 
lore June 20, if DO aettltment of the perfected plans to .wlatt labor', DC>- 'PresidentsMurray andGrcen_d 
clifferences between coal minon and strike agreemont once again, and by that the anti-iDflltion prograin _ 
operaton has been reached, the go .. - 10 doing to endanger the lO'wiIy of being undermined by OPA Directar ' 
emment must act to pr .. ent any fur- the labor mo .. omont.· > Prentiss Brown', nclIIatioas and by 
ther sabotage. His timing is worth consideration. the concerted attad: of reactionaries 

From the sandpoint of the COUR- He ordered the IOCOnd otrike just u in Congress, in the Republican Party, 
try and the mine worleers, Lewis' the Smith-Connally bill reached the dol from inside the OP A itself. Tbe 
IOCODd coal stnl:e was disastrous. But Ho .... 600r, and calIod off the otrik. Rtual 10 far to grant ... bsidies to 
from the IUndpoint of Lewis him- the moment the bill was ra-d. make pOOlSible the roll-back of prica 
..tr, the strilce brought certain aim- nereby, Lewis adnnccd his plot playa into tho hands of ~wis and his 
pensonoM. It interfered with war against both theCIO and AFL. _rL Lewis Iw made much of the 
production. It allowed him to pro... Thereby, he made his "contribution". higb COlt of JiYing wbile cIdiberatdy 
his loyalty to the defeatisls and to. to the Hoover-Taft .:he .... to throw lpurring inflation. He Iw cambled OIl -
thoee Republicans who IIUpPOrt a the dcimeatic economy into coofuaion, IlDUhing OP A, Iaoping for __ 
negotiated peace and the appeucment from which reaction hopei to "rei- tro1led ;nflltion which will debnc:b ' 
of Hoo ... r, Taft, Vandenberg, Lan- cue" it with a negotiated peace, • the ecOnomy. Tbe real • ,eW' . 
"on, and Ham Fish. For Lcwis must aellout to the enemy. At the time of againIt Lcwis -•. ,to puah prices '-cit ,'" 
be credited with putting- OYer the Municb,Daladier played chona to to the k;reIa of SqoIrmbu 1941.,,~,:';· • _ 
wUon-busting Smith-Connally bill in Chamberlain. Now tnris .' Daladier Lewis baa doae hia beat to wn:cl 
the Houte. In addition, he weak .... d to HooYer and his friends. . and clincle. His entry into the AFL :"::~ 
the 6ght against inS.lion. He am- ' . Though the HDI* ra-d the le,- .. ould &in him another and c-
ously delay.d efforts to get on with iolation Rep. Howard Smith has been opportUn/ty to ICIItde organized Ja-
the war. His actions will result in the trying to IIip through Eor)Utl, it taD hDr. Tbe President streooed this point 
death. of more young Americans ItiII be stopped in the Senate cr, if· when be met the labor repreIODta-
than could be attounted for by • that &ils, by mobilizing prq>er IIIJ>" ti ..... ~d added his ~ io 
.. o1f1'&'k of Nazi ... bmarin.. ttr a port behind the pmidential _ " the willi 01 the 'Irin-tbe-...,- crouP ' 

fvision of AD troop. " President R_ ... lt and the beada of .... rywherc-lor unity between the 
'( Led has indulged in a cood deal key gomnment agencies ...... ex- AFL and CIO. ,Lewis cannot _-
~f 101f-righteous pooturing. H. baa pr .... d opposition to this war-wnd:- me IUCh wUty, ... the resWtaDt......--
blked of his deYoOon to the rank- DIg hiI1. lation which it .. ould imP"'" "" sm. . 

. - '."' .-' -
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"lJ-h~ cio\ P~th Vf~~;H~SZ.l.,~3;\'''3-i; 

'.J i 

S A third day of tht(teneral ~ Itrike i' called upon the Dlinera ud railroad ' 
· puaed, with ~gp ~:r.;k ltill hol~r ' til join with the ClO ID a drive til .us the •. 
-. club over the lIAtiOIYI 1I'ar elan. mUbOl1l J*ple for the ehance. ~ '''; -+ • ~ ... ' .• , 
:of America11l both at hom~ and In the armed The leadera of the American Nuatlon 
forcel are boi1inr with in.dignatio!l that Inch I of tabor, on the other hand, are .till afIeDt • 
a aituation'could happen m the lIU~t of~ ... on the mine .trike. Thia I~eua ~ , 

The mineR are mistakenly followmr Lewis sP'picion that the AFt', convention at Ba&-
m this diz.ut:-ou! strike bet'--uaf! they h.,e ton delayed readmission of Lewis because it 

• to far. Men no other leaderahip In their did not want to have the embarrassing .trike 
J union. 'They are Isolated from the rest of on Ita handa. These achemera may reat u-
.the labor movement ud are not fully aware lured. however, that when the II:/lre is added 
that there are way. ot~er ~an .• trikes up they, too. will not elC&pe lOme rUpoDIII-
through 1I'hich they can WlJI their de~dL bility. ' 

': The ClO. now in convention .t Phlladel- The ClO sh01tI not only that Ita first eon- , . 
phi&, took a atand that ahowed ~ more cern ia for the WIT, but it alIo recognizesl 

.'that it really expreases the patriotam and that you can't 1I'in America for wage aqj~ 
• will of the workel'll. Ita progral!l .h_~~ _be I menta"lIriee roll-back and a fair tax pro­
.brour!;t til the minera. The CI<? eallecl1o~ I gram by a~1icy that ~a in~ the lwn1a1 

~
craPPlDg of the outworn "Little Steel of the de.featists and thru LeWUltl.', -:c 
ormula and for wage adjustment. But ~ot I To 1I'in the people, labor baa to'reaDy pat , 
or the PIII'POR of cIolne away with a atabili- fOfll'm Its utlre ulted atreneth - ClOo , 

· UOII prorraIII, but III onler to unre '" »'4 JtaUroad Brotherhooda, aID.ea. '!'be .• 
I Lewis path is OIIe that aerves thOle who .. 

1I'ant til drive away public auppcilrt from_ 
labor." : .. ' ,. ' .. '. .' ,:' c· ''1 

The AFL'l'members. .. man,. 1Dtereste4 . ! 
i as the ClO ID the policy outlined at PbiIa- .' 
I delphia, have the 'big task of brinrin& out' '. I their UniOl1l f01 it. To do 10 they mUit briq , 
. the full1l'eirht of their preasure against the 
, Woll-HutCheson Republican de.featist for~ 
I \WhO are enppd ID lDuirues with Lewia ID 

'. elf orts to IIIIlUh the ClO ,..hen labor uni , 
11• the n~n.... . ".' .• " I" -.-". : ...... j ·~!I·~ .. ::.";- .... '..:t:.,:_.... ~ 

I , .. 

I 
! 
I 
I 
I 

\\, II r A 
j ~" ¥.1:: 1..!L S '::I:J 

'fbil is a clipping lro1l 
page f 01 t.be, 

~ NOT nr-:.cunUElJ 
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~M,"e. ::>tr.'ke ~-\ ':~O: J 
TN ORDERING eovernmellt .mure of the 
.t mines, President Roosevelt took the oal)" 
!I'Oune open to him to protect the Interest. 
ot a nation at war. , 

~
. orderinlr the 10urth mine atrike,l!!hP 
1.: 'as once more extended a he1PiD& 

and to the Axis, and he did it at the very 
moment when the cables .GIl the MoScow 
conference a.rreementa were'lpellinr out &II 
early doom for HiUer. While Senators Rey­
nolds and Wheeler, Lewis' political frienda, 
_ere mouthinr their dissatisfaction becallll! 
the last weapons wete JCnocked out of Bit-

t
Ier'. hands, Lewis lOulrht to knife the home ~ 
front. 
. Once more tbe country 'can He who rea1ly 
leads labor. At Philadelphia, the CIO COD­
'vention under Preaident Philip Murray'. 
teadership, reaflirmed Ita unqualifted no­
strike pledge at a lpecial order of buaineaa. 
The ClO fully reeornizes that Bitler. doom 
ta near, but it also reeoJl!lizea that It wiIllltill 
take hard firhtinr &IIdiaCttticea to make 
that possible, 11 warned apinat com­
J>Jacency, Lewis ta lcabbing UPOIl that pollq 
of labor, &lid b uploitin&' the er!ev_ of 

. the miners to accomplish his purpoae. 
As we have .tated many times, the miI!era 

are justified In their dissatisfaction with the 
WLB alrreement. But this cannot aerve as 

~
'ail exeuae for the .trike. . . I 

The reactioJW)' bloc In ConlrTe&s which 
even at tbis hour ta preparing to fiJht the 
President's prDJrTlm for a roll-back tn prieu 
that be ouUined In hi. food subsidy meuaae 
HOliday, ta, like Lewis, responsible for the 
lituation: ao.are the profit-hulllrTY employ­
ers and 10 Ia the inflexible attitude of lOme 
IrOvernment officials and the War Labor 
Board. ' 

But by atriking and playing into the banda 
of labor'. enemies. the mlners are jeopardiz. 
tnr their own Interests both as worken ad 
dtizena. They .bould Instead join the Kell­
era! .tream of labor In a campailrll to win 
• ~und atabiliution ProJrr&m, price a ' 
t t.w. democratic ·taxes and wap adj 

rf 
menta. Tbroulrh a united effort, labor couI 

5,};) :; wtn much without barmin&' the, war dart. 
'I..ro,,.. ~~_ ~_··."'h -.....-'..... _~._" "-- . ~ .. ..1\ ... , -"\'t .,...ao.:I~ ..... __ 
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j:~ Goal Is A~m~niti~n{ t I 
EVERY pairlotlc miller wID ..reeaDd 

.upport the Prealdent', assertion that 
-we can DO more t6lerate the ~ dOWII 
of coal production than we can tolerate Jet.. 

. ~ clown theablpp~ of IuppU. to oar 
fi&hting JDeII." . • .' .. 

! 
1 

I 
. n Thill meana that the poUcia of 101m ~. 

'tewi. eabotaging the prosecution of the • 
..,·"-ar-m"-llIt lIot be tolerated. Coal production . 

~ muat continue. A fourth ceneral coal atrike 
1 

'!I mlllt lIot be permitted. . ~ 
U Thill is the eOurae to take lnupeetfve of 

merits or demerits of the War Labor Board'. 
decl5ion. The four labor members on the 
WLB, and . the editoriaJ eolumUI of this 
paper, have iIready eXpressed criticism of 
~me of the p~vlaion. of the WLB decision I 
on the proposed· contract for the &oft coal 
miners, .... well ... on its S2-cent anthracite 1 
'taia.. .. t i 

The President has eoITedb' .~ l0III. ! 
of ~ cood featur. of the deeilion, IIP6-
dally the z'ec:oinitlon foi the first time of 
the principJe of porta.I-to-portal PlY for 

~ which IOlIIe compensation Is cranted. 'rhia 
iI is undoubtedl7 a partiaJ victory. And It Ia 
a principally due· to the vigorous voice Presi-

V 
1.\ { . ,\ 

I \ • 

/ 
/ 

I 

I
I '\ 

\ , 

dent Philip )iurr&¥ of the CIO raiaed ill be. I 
half of the minen. ... ~ 

... But for the minero DOW to take apIn to ~.. ,/ d - /'/ r-A 
the Lewis Itrike path Ia to undermine the j ~ . ~ 
chaDtea fo'l' a furth~r adjuriment in tbelr ~CT IUiCORljW 
wage .tandardJ and at the same time to 9~ NOV 8 .194.~ 
harm the entire labor movement. Further This 11 a el1ppin& troa 
Improvement for them will be pouible 0IIlr page !i or the 
U the fight I, IUcce&Bful aplnat the COD­

ares.iona} bloc that ia .cqtU~ IOUlld lltabi­
llution; agalnat the prollta-ftrat crowd aDd 
apinat the tax·the-poor crowd, AI aplnat· 

~ thOle who eling to the outward "LIttle Steel" 

'~;l ::;t::i!:fi&." h~ ;'=.'e.~.l::.·. '~ .. ·~~I; 
~., j. ~ ft, fi&ht to the people .~a1J 1IJllted 

. . political .trun1e...,: .,' ...:.., ~'"' ." ~,',~ .. " ~ .. ..; .. 
-::; I ~'''I'' 11 '(I~1 . :''''~.''' .. ' ,-.. ' .. ,..:.., ~·A.·::~,...'.f·I· 
u""':l. '\u~ .low·.";. -- - ,,_"'~.o'!'_"," •• 
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fine Crisis 
IALLENGE 
EDITOllIAL 

(. o 

\;ym~~an~:~~~~ ~~:\=~=::~.~'~ 
I Fielded to theae IliIrupten aDd Nboteura of .ti.bUizatlali; 
'and ltill continue to 40 8O.1hare in thIa ~. 
Vinaon'. veto of the e1cht cent raIJe to nIIroI4 _ ..... 
II aD ez.ample. .. , .• ' ... . -' :: ' -.. -~'';;'(,.'''!.-.'J 
'. _ . ~ 41" • ..~. • 0::. ~ .~: .. _", •• ~-j"' ... ~. 

The War 1..OOl BoIrd .Iao ref_ to recO,m. fti.U.. . 

~t~~'l'~' ~~i'~~-~~ ~'''~~'.'.' , - .... --.#_- .. t:---........ ....:;J.a.~. ___ -l -

S of mort than a mt1lion memben • In the III 'declaicinthe wi! took 'mcmUal'l4IlDa 
) a1IiIiate., In convention at Buffalo, a loophole for l fonn&l recopltioll of portal1D portal • 
.menc1ation of their executive bond (linderrround Uave1) pay. III tile dusty aiel of tile wap. 
, pledge without qualification. '!'hey .hour adminiatration, but they'.t.eered clear III! tile lIIort 
on it II unanimously II the board flexible provYion In the atabilization aclltaelf which Jives' 
In behalf of lueh a large lerment of the!l1 and the Bymes.Vinaon oftiees authorltJ to e.u 
ery timely and holds lignific:ance any meuuree lIecesaary to -'d in the proeecutioll' of the . 
view of the preaent critical moment :wlr. The fact that coal production wu falq of! and 
In faees 1 test. lmanpower had been 1IowIn, out of the coallndutry;wu 
Jbt Will mark another contract dead. Ito ihem IIOt a lufficlent enourh' _n for a J'IIIInc. . 
. .At thill writing mort than 60,000 ' The daion riving the Anthracite mlnen tile ridleu- . 
1rith at leut the tacit approval of Ious raiae of 82 centa a clay, a1so ~uae of a mathe- I 

. . is .. • matical lt1J.it.;aeket, ia further evidence of the board', 
... hole 8ltuatlon agam In the hands policy The very'- t tb WLB ..... - Id '-. do v cia f U • d' t' T _ • • ",II e mem~ cou IIILve De 
. -'!II y, rom a .m, lca lOllS, .... 1VlS . WII to join 1ri~h the four labor :repreaentativ.' -deman) 
!-blown general Itrike of coal min en .. for .. ebanle. . _ ' . . .... . 
the railroad worken art' takInr a . • . •• .•. 

, .. . 'lbe employen are reaponalble for the preaent litua I 

,.' •• ~ t:ion by their In,i,tence that profit. ao above all other I 
~ oeeuioDl pointed to the justice of einlaideratioDl. Their position dovetails perfeetly 1rith that 
e CDal mlnen and railrol.d worken. of Lewis, for neither ia he int.ertated In furtherm. ~ . 
ldsed lharply the War 1..bor Board duetion. placing hia defeatiat policy above aD other con­
lthoritiee for clinging to an outworn aklerationl. U the employen and Lewis wert 1Dt.ertat.ed 
e banIa. , . . . . til· production- they ·could have euily agreed upon a pr0-

d for a Wire adju5tment to eilable anm that would be ~th -:n incentive to mort coal oUtput 
] with the eoat of living rile. But we and to a corrtSpondlD( 1Dere&8e ill wages-., formula 
Ie lIid apin and again. Such adjust. ,that eveD the WLB would have to approw:. ':" , 
by keeping the no-strike pledge aDd - Finally; the labor movement lteelf II not absolved of I' 

e ltabilization program. We regard reepoDlibility: tint because of the diaunity in Ita raub, 
:ocram .. absolutely _ntia! for we and secondly because Lew. utilizini this disunity, is able 
IaUoD w01llcl be a08t harmful to the. to cultivate lO!IIe IUPpo. rt, wh,!, every union In the C9~ , 
".mOD people in ~DtraL All adjust-, ahoula hold him lip .. an obJect of acorn. Jan't It J 
>rt be made for the purpose of .trtngth •• L Lewia .ho presented Jabor with tl\~ Smlth-Con 
m JII'!1lrl'1m. Mt.. . .. ' .. 1 ;-;'7 ".':,<,'~'" .. -~. - I '-- --- A· ..... o. ...... ~"·i· ... ,~ 

ility fnr the faDUlt of thill program 'I 'I f if S -
lublicanll in CoDgrtlS who, jointly with ( 
moerata, aeuttled the adminlstration'l :. ' 'Ibis is a clipping fl'Nl 
-am. They have emueuJated meuUJ'tll "7" '- - •. - .. .page I Sec. of 
and at thia very moment continue to I) RDZ':tJ THE. 'WORKER 
lley engineered the notorloul Ruml aoak· Jj 

-am and art now aehemlng further &tepa Date {( .:. ..J V - P 
ine; they killed the President'. '25,000 Clipped • £he seat 0 

~rn~ ... 1to~~ ~o~~y.! Ommunt , , 
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i What path abould labor take DO"! 

c 
o 

• 
The Lewis patb of atrikesla certainl,. out, for It cIoeG't 

will .... ge increases, .lId what Is more importallt, It neptee 
the basic ccJIIsideration ~hat this Is labor'. war ~d &111 
qualification bf the -mke vote Is _bbinl' upoll the 
war to wipe out fucism. 

) 

The constructive .alternative Is the mobilization of 
labor', vast, and atill hardly uled political It,renath. No. 
this doesn't mean waltinl' until lIext election to cut a ! 
ballot althoul'h. a blow to the defeatists and reactionaries 
In the many electioll8 thi. coming Tueoday will be very 
Important. It means a drive RIGHT NOW to win the 
Jast majority of the people-who are not in labor's .~ 
frto the idea that a sound ,tabilization program is . 
rtive for, a quick ,and declaiv,e victory over the . 

The Trap§nnrt ~njsen IWion of New York pve 
practical example cif wbat this me&118 on a local balla. 
A ftl'bt which aeemed almost impo .. ible to win ended in 
• I're&t victory for the union~d the war effort-with; 
Gut a atrike. 

, Congreumen wiD continue to .. botaa'e the atabiliza· 
tIon prol'f&M, atabilization authorities wflJ continue~ 
7ield to them, employers wm continue to think 0111,. f 
profita-juat as 10111' as they feel Iabor'1 political apa 
and know that the public generally Ia not ,.et aroUled. 

, If labor wanta a BOund atabilization prol'r&m, with 
the President's leven points fuDy applied; If a ....... e policy 
ta to be realistic with production and a hia'h morale the 
.ppennost collsideration, tp.n llber mUit unite Its forca 
a'l¥uueh Ita I'TUteat drive to win the people. ... __ 

.L ., 

,-----_.- ----~-------~.~- -------,~~----~---------------
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What path ahowd labor take 'IIOW' " 

( ) 
o 

• 
'l'be Lewia path of strikes II cert&inly out, for It doem't 

win wa,-e increues, and what is more important,lt nelr.tea 
the buic consideration that 1bia ia labor'. war and aD)' 

qualification bf the no-8trike vote 11 acabbinlr upon the 
war to wipe out fuciam. i 

Tile constructive .alternative 11 the mobilization of : 
labor', vast, and .till hard!)' used political .trenatb. No. I 

this doesn't mean waiting until next electio"n to cut a : 
ballot although. a blow to the defeatists and reactionaries ; 
in the many ei~tions this coming Tuesday wiii be very 
Important. It means a drive RIGHT NOW to win the 
Jut majority of the people-who are not in labor', "~ 
--to the idea that a aound atabilization program ia i 
";per.tive for a quick" and deciaive vietory over the . 
• " u 

The Tran§pgrt~r1sen TIRiaD of New York pve ... 
practical example of what thia means on a local bula. 
A fi8ht which aeemed almost impossible to win ended in 
• Irre&t victory for the unio~d the war dart-with· 
Gut .. !w1re. 

" . ConaTeaalllen wiD continue to aabotaie the atabiIisa· " 
tion proJrr&m, atabilization authorities will continue I 
,-Ield to them, employers will continue to think only 
ll~lI~j~ ~.~Dg ~.they fee!.la~r' •. poli~ical apa. 
ana JaIOW tIIat tne PUDIIC ,-enerauy18 not yet arouaea.. , 
" . If labor ;"ants a aound atabilization proznm, with 
the President's seven points fuDy applied; If a WAie policy : 
til to be realiatic with production and a high morale the : 
WJlpermoat col!6ider.tion, then '."or must unite Ita forces 
fb laundllts Irre&teat drive to win the people. ... __ 

-. ~·'I::-~/~.~"~~~-)~~'·~~~z~ t~. 
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'~/Le" -. I \. Wl-S "'''''gl~lores 

. Peace Fonnula 

J WASHIN~';O';:,-Oct. ~A... other nationwide coal ltriI<e ap­
peared Inevitable today, WI ~ L. 

I 
LewiJ failed to give ..,y Ie . lion 
tJiirne cared ~ dileuss the peace 
f rmula .,h·aneed by the WLB 

"ar Labor Board) In .., attempt 
Rid. !lie ItHii1lhths!r wage 

controversy between !Ii United 
Mine Workers &ad the . opera. 
Ion. 

The Wl.B', offer would have ,.;. 
ruhei! In .. basic wage 01 t8.121l 
for In 8" hour work day. 
. 1rbe UMW yesterday ~ 

I itsjpolicy committee to meet at 1 
p'opek Morulay momiog-too 
to 1>an off the lIoppage &red 
Monday "",",lng. . . 

'. 

, . .;,,1' I ~ fl.$'.::I -:, 
'-~. NOT RECOROli;V 
~. 36 NOV 1..1943 .., ... . 
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! l . D" Ch IIJread erltlCllm ftun _ ...... ', eWls rlvmg arge IDDteriaU. 10.. beeD lunK!d -. 

C' "II A "" Act' to the 8t&\e OPA af1lce III Bou· 

I' J'1I waltmg IOn ok. &Dc! to Na\UlDAl OPA ~ 
: !The lJeun4rl& ntlonlni board. Capt. Jam 00Uc1&l, . 

.1 lQU&l1e1'l for cIIopMItI .... = 
II/,t nJ,ht reveale<l that ~ .... ,Of Ibe _rd~1&Id he .... _~Ie 
of U.M.W . !'resident John L~1I!\s., to iIt&\e .. lI&t action. If &117 • .til 
-- recent motor trip to IIl1. j be take... Lo1l'1a malnt&llw bII 
lloia I<> ... his mother., drew 'IIId.!:1!l'al ruldence III AluazIdrII,. 
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$350,000 Lewis ~LOan' to Mi.I1-~ 
- " . , . ~, -~ \ 

(~rand Jury .to Proli.e·\ 
f, 
I 

, ~, 

- fBI Is Wo;king ~n Ca~; th.~t I 
_ rXPlains His 'Pleasure' Trip to minCJtu; 

.. Bli Goomos H. Ccu 
P)I',- f"'J 

WASHINGTON, Aug, SO.-John L.l:.ewis, president of mTi the United Min~ Worken, is innocent Of any charge that 
~ he us<.>d gasoline for plcpure driving 00 his recent trip 

to Springlie1d, 1I1.-e,en though be spent 36 hours visiting 
his 84-year-old mother, Mrs. Anna u,.w;s.. . 

Any public report on the OPA~====~~::-:-:::--tl 
1D,"CSIigatioo of the trip .. ill exoo- - 'Lute<! as LOan 't 
erale Lewis of ell charges and show Tbe e.se Is scheduled to be tre-
that the mine unioc chief. drhe ted r: 
from Alc.=ndria, Va., to the lUino;.~. to • jury at Spring-. ld within .-t few ",""";\1 
coal 6elds ...... no pleasure jaunt. , .. Ieamed here. 

'Cov+ It Up • Tbe beta In the cue, &nt .... 
Lewli ~ to "'inois on busi- parted by PM Jut FaD, IDdicate 

DeSs-businesS'iha;; ~ to t'O\'- that Lewis' unloo bonded the Mine 
.~Iip byltl~ reJ:lJrL to • ~er . B Co ....... fSSO,OOO ot about the 
¥ Dt.:a1i"1:' IU.,~ II!: ..... ju<t time 01 the Iodtout that _bled 
drh~~_:'P~J:fi~ to tee bis UMW argaoIr.en to nid the m-al 
mot .. "!t birri:" C I>6ol lor g .. ,,1ine 1IDIoo', """"bersblp_ 1"''' b~ \& . ...,..% SukL for an!: ~ t.....~u: :: 
~~ oo.smess ......... 

The fact is tJaIt Lew;. went to FBI tovestlgatioo - begun. Cut 
Springfield ~ agents 01 the E1sbalf, preoideot 01 the Mine II 
Fedet&l II ...... " of m,-estigation Co., Is reported to have ....... "1000 
-.ere there cbecking Into the finaD.. ... the debt. ' r-
daI trmsactioru between LewIs' .... - There Uo ..... cbargeo that 
bimdtheMineBCo.,.coaIoper- Lewis ~ _ 14 members. 01 
-I'" that engaged In. • long md the rtva1 anIorI, the 1'rogi~ 
~potIy Iedout ollnelllben or • ri,-aI trme Work," 01 America, 
In IIDIoo at • time when Lewis 1 CIa Its }"'yro11 during the tilDe 
~ 7!'~ u:.,ltol 

- \1 ~t for ~uom bali 
• ..... IJ '11>e FBI Is Investigating the pol-

...... 

;~: t.:'£""J_Z 
Mr.!1Kc~ . j 
M,. c.rr.",..-- ~ 

Ih'Gl"'~. \ Ih. La' / Y 
tlr, lfl... f 
tlr, ..... 
tlr, '1''''''' __ _ 
tlr .... .. 
III,. C .... ~ II". a.,,,o __ _ 

-
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F~CJAL DEAl 
. BY JOHNoLEWIS 
, PROBED BY F.B.I. 
Charge He Paid Illinois 
Mine Company to Break 

Rival Union • 
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j:s. Grana Jury ToS" i§:'­
F.B.l Investigation In ····:I"r. 

_-=U-=-::::. M.~. w.~. e:=::-M~in~~. ;B 
u.s. GRAND JURY 1= =-!w a:' -
TO PROBE DEAL denl John 1,;; .01 IJi'rUnltecI 

1OO~;to de~~PrwI-

Nine Worken and ine B Coo.! 

Continued from Pap 1. 

federal Ifand jury In .... y IDdlcled 
two bakln, eomp&ntea. t .. o of their 
oUld.b, and two ofneen of the 

'Bakery " C;:OnlecU .... r,. Worken 
International ulon (A..F.L.) on 
chu&,u oC eonaplrJ.nt to laju:re .m~ 
ploya of tile companJ .. ID \I>e ex· 
erci~ of I1Chta curanLHd them 
under the fair labor mn4a.rdl act. 

; In lIIe Brookl)'ll .... It w .. 
• ebule-IS that the 'efendaftta COIl' 
I apired to threaten _ILb diKhulf 

': and otherwllt Intimidate employ" 
· unleu the)' alprd .. alvIn or 

,1<JaInu for unpaid minimum .. api, 
,unp.ld overtime and liquid. ted 

d.malU. Th.1 IDdlelmenl dlar,ed 

, ::'~!"U "~al~ :~:!·Z.!~ 

Co.. Springfield m. YkNated the 
civil nchU _tute Ie • 
transaeUOD, 1\ .... _. ~._ 
~ Jlellablt 1Ourt"ft aid 
by lIIe federal bu .... u of .."eatilaO-
tlon ....... bout compl.ted, 
the matter would be pJaeed 
• fed.ral crud Jur1 ....... 
Sprl~elcL • 

JUltlce departzMat ofIlclala ... 
clIned to commeaL 

11 would be ap 10 tile p'&JId Jur7 '0 dettnnlDe .. bother tile _ 
!lOll ........,11 an _I 
con.plracy 10 _Ie tile 
Mine B -pro,e. tD 
lectlvely_ ncbl ......... __ 
1>1 tile W.."er .... OoometloD .. 
tharIeo of IDterfertDc willi ... Ie­
cIlvldw', ~hll _ . __ aml· 
penalttel .1 flve ,..... ~ 
menl and SlO.oco lIDo. 

-.. 

-----;.. ---~ 

partial paym.nl of arrearap" III 
union duel trom '>.111_ wbo re­f_ to tI", ..... walvon and 
threatened to eertity them .. de­
linquent ao the eompanl" eo\lld 
dlachup lIIem under d_ co,,· 

LewII, II _ oaId, Jouod _' 
m.de • 11ft of about S3SO.OOO tD 
MIDe B Coo.! CO. ID U38, aDeaocIlT 
10 """or _ of tile -JI&DT III ----. 

., 

!neIL • 

It .JW loeen reported .... at lilt 
prueno:e of F .B.L "PDt. In IprID,· 
field ,,·u lIIe <lulle for Ltwll' .... 
cent automobUe trip to lb,t 1IJ,lJt.. 
In, areL ne trip II ·und.r O.P.A. 
IDve,UraUoD to determine whether 
be ~oJ.ted the ,uoliA. ftUoalll, 

· reruJ·U ..... 

Dorl. !lap "No W .... • 
u. S. Dlatrl .. Altom.,. Ho .. ~ 

· [... Do),I. aald 1Od., be "kDe'" DolII­
'1n& whlt.lOever" .bout the "POrt­

t ,oC forlllcom!n& I"ud fv.r7 "' .... 
'UpUoo .r III. JobD 1.. 1AwII­
I MiD •• ColI Co. loaD deal. 

.\ I "J ..... received .. wtnJ<tJou 
~ aaT ItID4 fl'Olll W .... 1aatoD _ 

. - II. aald. "dill&. 1Iow· 
, " t. "I'd" crud jurJ 

. ~...:~ ~1;~~."'Wi 

• lodeoul of IIIFbo .... 
memben of til "" _ 
Workon (".F . n._ 
_t II upeeted tD alIep _ tile 
~ .... \0 break tile U:J.. 
........ hIdl ~lled r.:- •• It 
willi tile tJJi;W,'lD~-UNI ~ 
mit t.wIo ...... pia "troI _ 
lIIem!--. 

ne InterDol ftnJIa. Iouria. 
tint dr-.eroC ntdence o! 01. 
tran .. eUon durill, aa In-UPUotI 
Inlo • poooIble ID<OIII. \OX __ 
Howner, .. otudy reporledlJ' .... 1 
lUlled In • deelll ... that ao _ 
UDD of \1>. \OX Ja_ .... InYalved.! 

AI far u II ltD ........ _ II eaI1 
tile _ time ·that til. t:M1 
n,ht, IUtate .......... anllo4 tD 
cover &II aDe'" ..soJaUDD of ... 
WOID.r"~ A BrookI,., 1'1. ~~, 
Coctllluld _ ~ .. l$Id11ii So } 

~ .. -------
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~ t'Ame ~,;;; 
another AFL aftiliate, ~rn.tlonal Bo!krmakez'!..Ya/9JI. 
one of the Iarsut unlona the AFL. . :- . . . '. . -. ' 

. This .... expreaaed in the IUDe luue of th~IIFt'I' 
mIl:en .l'qurnal," the union', oIIIcial _pEIne, .DDC1er the 
IIUo '"WbJ Bboul4 ~lm .. • . --
to 1Iuft .. fat ibo WhIm III ... 

lilt'· -We _ft .tI.eD. ..... tit .. 
111 ___ IMl , ..... L ..... 
_1a_1a __ Rt .. • 
oeII, ... IUo __ ,.. 
___ 100 IMl fad."_ 
tIM_ 

.. ., ~u., .... pelt F '''' IOIIIIIcaI _ tor Ibe ........ 
.... 110 ..... _ ", \be ..­

let .. .., &he I.'. .. .. WI opHd.J »_ .... __ 
.. wan! e'ft!I'7 .ae. ... tennree .... 
elIIe\&I _.el ....... ", . mol' 

I
· ...... ..-paluu.... M ....... _II 

-17 IUo ..." _110 .. '01 all 
erp.abd ..... _ ,.w... ,_ ...... __ ... ., 

I .. " ....... Iecl&laIloB .... -. 
1 .-. ..... will .... ....,.,· 

·1 ..... ...,. .. --· ·1..... ; . ................ -- ... .... _",cu"' __ 
_ ", LewII ... -' eM _ 
tM __ ",,.-.... _ 

lIPl ti eat .... _ -'. I» ..--
NCU -. lIlT. UWII 

• • 
. 'l1Ie joUrDol fWI7 IIIpparII tIM 

...... 1IIbI'" tho _ ~ ~ -_: . _. e.m..c • _ at tIdI 

Ii-. "hIIt ... an at war, 11\ ... 
lDduotT1 11>0\ wwl4 Ylrtuoll1 _I -
procI_ ... thII ...... "'. til • 
1D&t&e< IlIaI caD DOl lie IIIh\l:r doaIt 
trltb. .. hal pIaeed bImoeIf UId 
111 ~tlon ID ... omban'uIIzII 
p:IIItkm, _1allJ If __ 

Tb1.8 1.8 • clipping tree 

~mad. -1M"" 10.'" fat' trill lot .t war wlib ~'( ..... 
I, If SIlo ...... 11 __ 

erC:&W. ____ ·~:..-"_ ... 2_!" ~I 
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\ ~HIT&DELAY 

IN CURBING LEWIS 
Senator -.ska 'Who Is Bo .. of 

U. S.-.Iohn L. IAwis or 
President Roosevelt?' 

RCESACTION BYCONGRESS 

H, -.s.erta Failure of Execu. 
tiv. Branch lAave. 40b 

for Senate and HoUl. 
-,-___ \ I 

.,.a&1 to ~ ... 'Ibn ,... •. 

WASHINGTON. Jun. s-kna. 
tor 117"1 of VlrCW& II&Id _y 
that ",UUona 0( AmertcaNI .... uk· 
Ing the qUta~: "Who .. the_ 
of the Un! tea of AmeriCA; 
lo It John L, or Preoldeot 
R..oowvelt !i. 'I I 

. He put the queat10n and othen 
Iftto the Congreoalonal l\econl .. 
the Senate eompleted Ita __ 
late th1I attemoon. UnltU Ute 
esecuttye bruch take8 dec:ia1ve &c­

UQD III tbe preee»t altu&Uon. he i 
bold. the Conrreu moot ·do the I 
but It .... to perfOml what the r 
Executive branch _ falled to do." 

"What blddeo power _ John 
L. Lewte 10 that .... and be aI..,e. , 
e&II defy the ~mmeot of the t 
United Btate. 1ft an hour of the 
m.tNt peril thlo 1O&tlOil _ ner 
faced!" Mr, 117"1 .. ked. "R .. 
the ..uner1e&D flaI which 11_ fU ... 
Over the eoaI min .. 0( Ammca _I 
ttl pcnru ud pn:8t1p T"' . 

Th. pubUc wu told. Kr, 111"1, 
otatecl. that 110 otrik. could -..r 
acalnat the Ualtad State. JOftm. 
lIleot, that 8ea'e\az7 lckea wu OJ>-
el'a~ the _ .... tho JOftm. 
lIIent'. agent ... d that the UJJltad 
Btate. "u tha empioJU. • 

"Yet, _)'. III the thin! de)' of , 
the lItrike." be lI&IeI, "'no. Aaooelat­
ad PruI .. porta that 1500.000 mln­
.,. remain Idl., Mr, La __ • 
tied the War Labor _N!, S. baa I 
rehl&ed to appear beto .. It III< to, 
negotiate dSrectly wtth tL Piece; 
by piece he .. obtaln~ an that he 
hu &&ked tor." 

U Mr. LeW\I ..., 4ef7 tho P'" 
ornmOllt and the flaI DOW. Mr, 
117"1 .... !"ted. "how .." ... 110 _. 
trolled 11\ Ume of peace ID tho .... 1· 
eanle nadluotmOllt period _. 
~ the WlU'T· , i2'! IJ1t.rodue&d IocW&tIoa IIzt7 

,.- 4&71 aco JIrOYIdInC far ......, ... 
~ f.."t.· • Mr, llyN! oontlnued. .,..,. 

.... & '{ ~ 1 mecllatol)' tho un ..... deputmOllto 
, .':' f' " .. i 5 l!'QithO ~mmOllt "PP""'kP''' , I.' ~ ':j laU"", .. ~ thantWlNla be 

Fal tIS naUonal IDOI'Ile to ft"' 
'qUIn th_ to ftIIlt who 11&.,. _ 

.' , 

,"." 
.; -" 

rdAd to ;'ork and paed),?,"arl .. 
, all for th_ 'JI'bo were flP~· 

"'no. ~ of the WIU' a~ 
will be dela"ed with lIlueh .-­I _ of 11ft __ ..., __ 

"'" domootle attaln at _ W. 
~ "'7 IaQrn w.lth 

,<tf. 
,.. , 

" \ I if:4.::' i1'1 S -A r." _ 
.' NOT UECOH' ''';'U 

36 NOV.1.1943 

'!bis 15 • fna 
page II of 
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:: Finger Points to Le'fl~ ,,---,-, '----o.- .. ~- .. ~.- ,. __ ..,' 
~ .. NY .trike ia inexeuaable today. But 'lhe mlnen mUlt retdni to ~ Immocll­a there iIID't a shred of plauaible ru8OlI. ately." , ' . -: ,., 
Jed it be outria"ht "'bot&~Of the war, It II lIT~t that an labor leaden apeak 
for the ,trike of a half mill coal minen. out and uaure the President their IUpport 
• L&bor mUit hold .John L, wia reapon~ 'for d~iajve action. .. :...' 
.mle for the walliout, relfardles. of the The IID·.trike pledge anI! the entire CCIII-
evident provocationa from lOme of the op- eeption that thia ill Labor', war meana 
uatol'll. nothing if Lewis Is permitted to defiantly 

The rcvernment, through ttl custodian • tLT1'Y out his treuoDOUI prorram. Aa 
of mines, Harold L lekea, advanced a pr~ I' Julius Emapak, aecretary·treuurer of the 
posal that would cuarantee the minera a I United Electrical, Radio and Machine Work. 
,ubstantial temporary wage raiae pending I era told the Preaident in a wire, labor ex· 

.final Iettlement. The War Labor Board I pect8 him. to take "deciaive action" to atop 
blld already provided ior other improve- ! I Lewis and the !-"-tremeiiaoui majority" of the 
menta for the minen In ita deciaion. AU 'trade union movement will back him. -
... ~ge changes are retroactive. It w ... DO I: lior(o\eI', Hr. EmaPak _ the. 'laaues 

~~;ti~!e:f::~~ro~!::'f. ~~=~~~ I i :in~~~~~d thoae~lY al!eetina th.e 
a matter of bargalDin& over the m&riiDof I "We,riprd a MUUOWII GIl the rleht ., 
dift'erence and -HOW WCH the improve-! Lewb; to orpaize diBnaptloa .f the war 
menta lOU to be. To call •• trike wder elort U .omethln, that •• t _e n­
lueh condit!OIl& ahow •• deaire Dot to aerve I prd_ of the partleular ~~tle.ellt of ... 
the interest. of the worker. but complete dlapate.- , , ••• '. '. -":-"'i 
indifference and even ... botalre of the war. Of one thhig' We are 'certaIn: ' NeIther 

Lfwia, u the Communiat Party', atate- 'uwi' Dor that amall croup of "pOWSI 
menl yesterday ... id In point blank wOI'da,! operatora" All laes caned them. have the 
,"'ia '!~in~ to usume veto power ove~ U.s. ' slightest 'f~~mt II! the country" u. 
part\elpatlOn In the war. He aeta hunself 'I The President iI duty bound to act ~ in­
.bo"e the labor movement and above the I' lure that our war elf ort doea Dot falter, 
I"Ovemment. The minera llliat ehooae be-_ «I1Il aD loyal Americana will be ~hwl hltn 

tweel! their country 'and 10M L. Lewis. "" . • r ' .." ~ ,-,. , lll11 _ v II~_ 

{ 
.y.l ~bf~J;~{fRD!.;n 
J 3u NOV,l 1943 

( This 18 acl12P1ng--from -, -. ,-_ .......... 
page· r ot the 'C, -', 
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" j Lewis Defies WLB 
i At Celanese Plant . _c.. , -.. _ () 9 

NEWARE., Apr. le.-JDhn L.~'. re­
ply yesterday to the War Labor BoarcJ'. 
! (WLB) ~ he eDd the -raid" 
Itrike at fdanese CoQ>. plant bore _ 

'direct but . 

; . Memben of District 1:i ruled MiDe 
\\ orlccn wted 10 cooliDue Itop­
P:'ge at the .... plant aDd n:fonaecl their 
picket-Iioet. . 
i The toIII1""'Y, which awwEactureo __ 
tial plastiai lor the Armr aDd Navy, IIId. 
boweYer, that more ""ployes ....... mum­
IDg 10 ....n. laDd that .J:oductlco -
iDcftaIIDg. ~xtiIe W eI'I of Amerfco, . 
ClO, wtiote W LeWiS 10 nIdiDg. __ 
,Iir.-I the otatemeDt. 
: MeaDWblIe, Mayor ViDcent J. MUI'J'hl' 
'of~WU repc>lted 10 have ...n.ed . 

'R ~~~ •• , iiDd Hmo C aDOthor VMW t 
.QIIIclaI, 10 1m....." •• ..".. , 
, em, wbo~~ lid the Tedlie ; 
Wocbn JocaI, 10 ""'" out em boll 01 $lIOOO, 
.........! 01 havfDg, obaIDed -r __ 
faIoe p........ . . ' 
ne charge ~ him aDd ..... Ilea­

rietta 1'IecIiY, tOrmer reoordmg "_1 
for the 1oc.l aDd IIIIW a District 50 _be<, 

I 
a1so aut on boll, Is that they took '1170 01 
the ClQ nnjpni fund "'ben th~ 
10 LewiI. Both DOW.face gr-rjuiy.ad:iaa. 

d 

.. >. p 

) 

/ 

-'. - ,,'. 

'" -~ - ',.J. '. -;:."-



... , 

'. 

... , . ' 

.. ~ ',".~ 
. ".- . 



-. 

.- .. 

1- -filE DESCRIP,loN 

BUREAU FILE 

SUBJECT > laHN L- L£UJI5 

FI LE NO. 4~- 17'5 

-

S E eTION NO. _, --"'-"11 ___ _ 
( 

SERIALS __ ~~~fl~/0~J ____ s ____ __ 

-rArtL 

11/..;.;2/#3 
5 i 



.--------"""1\ 

~, 

.\ Evidenc~ Not Strong Enough' . 
. :~ .. 

D. J. Believed [:t' 

Case Against JO\," 
., OalW -.r., 

, lustice Department officiala would not __ --. 
porta that they had abandoned plana to have 
j.". determine whether United Mine Woricen 
L'/Lewis and the Mine B. Coal Co., Springfield, 

. eml nghts statute in a ~,OOO transaction. Th 
that the department had decided that evidence it 
relating aince mid-summer did not warrant action. 

Atty. Oen. B1d<1le .... knoWn '" ba" -­
~ ",me 01 !>II IAI>-~bt attor-
neys '" the ..... _ ID_ • 
queaUon whether the trama.ct.km ... 
ID YIolatJon 01 the Wacn"" Act JIIIlt 
of )(1ne B. employes '" bo.rpln 001-
lecUt'ely. That 'Would han been eon· 
aldere<l a YIolatton 01 \be 'IJ-1Qf-old 
oIvIl rllbt.l al.atulA!. 

. It .... aid tbat J.cW lent or .... 
about $350.000 to the CX>Dlpall1 In 1838. 
all.,.edly 10 _er 1\.1 losses ID • 1ocII:­
out of emploYe& woo were members at 
the ArL ~vt I4lne Work .... 
Evidence 0 t the tra.n..sa.cUon wu 

, broUCbt to tbe dev;rtment·. attention 
by the Internal Re.",ue Bureau. _ 
dl.stovend It whlle., ... tlgatln, • poe­
oIbie IDoomo laX 'faae· II later ... 
found that DO tut law Y1olatJon "'1' 
m~ , 

----.......... -
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o John L Lewis' War of NerVes' 

J OHM L. LEWl5' JIJlJlouncement 
thai hIS mung off of the roal 

Jtrike is merel}' another "truce" till 
] une 20 once more demonstrates that 
this would-be fuehrer of American 
labor, who has just been fulsomely 
eulogized by Hitler's "oeiJ:Ucher 
BeobochUr, will stop at nothing to 
r .. in his ends. There ~~ be no com= 
prom~ with this war of nerves. Be­
fore June 20, if no .. tt1ement of the 
differences between coal miners and 
operators has been reached, the go .. -
ernment must act to prevent any fur­
ther sabotage. 

From the standpoint of the coun­
try and the mine workers, uwis' 
Itcond coal strike was disastrous. But 
from the standpoint of Lewis him­
.. If, the stn1ce brought certain <om­
pensations. It interfered with war 
production. It allowed him to prove 
his loyalty to the defeatists and to. 
those Republicans who support a 
negotiated peace and the appeasement 
of Hoover, Taft, Vandenberg, Lan­
don, and Ham Fish. For Lewis must 
be credited with putting- over the 
wtion-busting Smitb-Connally bill in 
the House. In addition, he weakened 
the fight against inllation. He ..,;.. 
ousIy delayed efforts to get on with 
the war. His actions will result in the 
deatlu of more young Americans 
than could be accounted for by a 
wolf-pack of Nazi submarines or a 
IAvision of Axis troops. 
,if Lewis has indull!<d in a I!;ood deal 
~f .. If-righteous jiOsturing.- He baa 
biked of his devotion to the rank-

and-file minen, but hiI actions dur­
ing the mine "truce" belied his words. 
He refultd, with the eager collabo­
ration of the mine operaton, to push 
for ..ruement of the miners' demands 
during the pe'riod of the "truce." 
Instead, he blocked negotiatioll5, 
turned his back on the War Labor 
Board's every effort to eett.!e t.~ 
dispute equitably, while he carefully 
perfected plans to violate labor', no­
strike agreement once again, and by 
10 doing to endanger the .. curity of 
the labor movement. 

His timing is worth consideration. 
He ordered the .. cond striIte just as 
the Smith-Connally bill reached the 
House Boor, and called 05 the striIte 
tt'ie rnoweni the bill was passed. 
Thereby, Lewis advanced his plot 
against both the CIO and AFL. 
Thereby, he made his "contribution" 
to the Hoover-Taft otheme to throw 
the domestic economy into confusion, 
from which JUCtion hopes to "res­
cue" it with a negotiated peace, a 
tellout to the enemy. At the time of 
Munich, Dalad;'r played chorus to 
Ciwnherl.1in. Now Lewis is'Daiadier 
to Hoover and his blends. 

Though the House paoed the leg­
islation Rep. Howard Smith has been 
trying to slip through for years, it an 
ItiII be .owed in the Senate or, if' 
that fails, by mobilizing pr","r sup­
port behind the presidential fttD •. 
President ROO5< .. elt and the heads of 
key government agencies have ex­
pres.ed opposition to this war-wreck­
ing bill. 

It must also be recognized that 
Lewis baa been able to .. dute • large 
number of coal minen only beca .... 
they have justilied grievances whlth 
he bas pretended to IUp!>!>rt. Apart 
from the wage question, the princi­
pal IOUrcc of th... grievances ;. the 
continued failure to keq> living COltS 
1rit..hi..11 lKnmdL At the Wi1ite H01--l!!e: 
meeting of Labor'. Victory Board, 

. Presidents Murray and Green stressed 
that the anti-inBation prograin was 
being undermined by OP A Director 
Prentiss Brown's ncillations and by 
the concerted attack of reactionaries 
in Congress, in the Republican Party, 
IdId from inside the OP A itself. The 
refusal 10 far to grant subsidies to 
;:n.d:e p. .. ~ib1e die roll-bad: of prices 
pia" into the bandJ of Lewis and his 
masters. Lewis has made much of the 
high cost of living while dehberately 
lPurring inftation. He baa gambled 011 

washing OP A, hoping for uncon­
trolled inftation which will debauch 
the economy. The real weapon 
agtinst Lewis is to push prices back 
10 the Io,ds of September 1942-

Lewis has done his best to ..rea: 
. and divide. His entry into the AFL 
would give him another and greater 
Ilf>POrtunity to Kuttle organized la­
bor. The President _d this point 
when he met the labor representa­
tives, and added his wish--which is 
the wish of the win-the-war groups 
everywhere--for unity between the 
AFL and CIO .. Lewis cannot sur­
Yive such unity, or the resultant~ 
Iarion which it would impote 0II1Wn. . 

This is)! clipping 
page--L-of the 
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,,,lith Ickes; Ends Strike .:o~ -.':_~:~,~ .• , 

5 Basic Daily Pay of $8.50 -, "'~ , . 

Contr:~:::,t;~WLB '" ::~ = ~;;;l:; 
,1I', ~·.eHoM:1 I: w • 1 ' 

WASHINCTOX, Nov, 4,-}ohn L. wis and~rior Seen-
Harold L. Ickes today presented !he WL _Tar 4* 

Jlloa,ca with a formula for ending the eight-mont coal wat,e-
cl'iSi5."" It was not immediately clear whether the Board would 

._,coept the present. 
In conferences lasting a to--

th 'oited Mine Workers leader 
t~on. 1)' one and a hall hours, 

• Ie ont' ~rnInem official 
who has rem",incd on cordial speak­
ing terms with him throu~hout the 
coal roneict, labored and brought 
forth a rabbit. Most observers rx­
pected the WLB to spend many 
turbulent hours deciding whether 
to accept the agreement or to pre­

. cipitate a Qe\\' collision. 

Cuts Lunch Period 

time cut and the arbitrary 1Ixi", 
of IT",'el time at 45 minutes 
throughout the Appalachian __ 
are the issues that may caUse' the 
sharpest contro,'ersy within the 
WLB. . 

Ickes and Lewis estimated that 
an additional 20 million !ODS of 
bituminous and 2 million tons of 
anthracite coal would be yielded 
by the additional ",'ork time, but 
other oboervers expressed doubt 
that the miner<> would faithfully 
abide b¥ the IS-minute luncheon 

Two key provisions in the agree~ period and mj~ht interpret it for 
, ment laid the basis on which the them,.h'es as • faoo-saving form­
; UMW Polic')' Committee last night ul. which, they were not compelled 
: ordeored the coal miners to tetum to reco~mze. 
t to the pits: ~'''ictory' Debate 

t 
'I The UMW reduced the miners' 

customary lunch period frorn 30 The agreement abo created 
to 15 minutes. The additional work. much debate as to the extenl of the 

[ ing tim. will give the miners daily ,ictory which Lewis has won If the 
pay "'Iuivalent to the terms of the WLB grant. its approval, This 

I' UMW contract with llll:'ois opera· again appearod to depend em 
tors rejected by the ," LB, They ... heth .. the ranl-and-file min"", 

~ .. will get .8:50 a day Instead ,of the rebelled against the curtailment of 
~.8,12l1 whlfh was granted m the their luncheon period or coo.. to 

i .. 'LB decu;lOIl. accept the plan as an easy way out 
• The lame daily waie will be of the deadlod:, 

J ~~ to ,:t~r ~s_~ug~t ~e Some lahnr ""l~ ftlnf.....wt. 
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": After Coal Men Strike 
Next Move Up to Lewis; 

Ickes Again Put' in C~ge _:-,-" 
. BII J.ua:s A. WEC8lA ' " l'\ I' 

rJr.N~Eaor 

WASmNGTON. Nov. 2.-The fourth nationwide coal Jtrlke !::;. resembled a more, tbIot everybody bad already seen three 

Once again John L\.(.,wis bad dawdled wb1Ie the mlnen IUl , 
renly and silenlty muct; and once again President Roose1'elt bad 
ordered Government seizure of the --"---------­
mines as the first move toward end- strike. after the government bu' 
fng the waU:out - t.keD over the mines. would make 

'Today according to the old and union officials liable,,:~osecutiaD 
familiar """,arlo it Is Lewis' torn under the criJnhlaI 'ol the 
to stride onto the stage and an- Smith-Connally let. 
nounce-after due dehberation with Seizure of the mines brought DO 
his colleagues-tbat the coal miners joy to the coal operators who have 
will retum to worl<. repeatedly claiIDed they ore the 

, Lewis Silent' innocent .ictina of this procedW'e, 
Edward R, Burke. spokesman for 

But there were otiIl lOme UIlCer· the Southern Appalachian Opera-
lain elements in the performance; tors. Iam""ted last night, ' 
l.tm'is iave DO ll$SW'ance that be -It would seem that 10 a sensible 
would play his customary part DOW and reasonable IOCiety there IhouId 
that the President bas ad the stage be lOme way of punisblog the 
for him, Following Issuance of the guilty and Dot the Ionocent party,. 
White House order )ast nliht be Wh1Ie the operators bi-ooded 
maintained his usual reticence; be FOR', actinn bad banished> any 
...... Dot expected to &peak out until doubt 10 Lewis' mind that the 
the ~policy COD1IDlttee as- Government would try to wUit ' 
oembleS at • o'cIock this aftemooD. out. Once again the nezt mov Is i While It is generally p.ticlpated Lewis"; If be hesitates. the 
that be will yield it Io'highly DD- House will again Dot walt for 
certain whether b;; will owallow answer, 'The _I Is rDOVini f Ie< 

: the wage-terms laid d<7WD by the Lthis __ ti.:. ..... -'.".---~----. 
War Labor Board or whether be 
will decree that the mloers work 
under the conditioDl of their old 
oootract ~g oome new nego­
tiatioru or taU: ~ .ll> i.) EXZD 

FDR Acts Pr~tly 
Another DDpredictable IterD III " 

..... 

I .... hether the s'ank.and·fUe, JniDers, 
apparently fwther embittered ana 

I rebellious over the . latest develo!>­
,111mb. will troOp wiIliogIy to tile ---
\ 

....... when the Sags go up. Moot 
f heIlev. LewIs and bIo, 
L_ ' 0-.of. ~ck:.i:t 

I ........... ~tf~ -,,' 

j ~ ~ea,"<n ~ ~ 'a/Iltrld:' 
• "'Ai ~. ~ "l P ~ 

. , 
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• - - - - # .". - ,'- "- .- ........ -,. , , ' . . 0' P h 'I the CIO further declared that it Ia POUIb~' 

~
he CI 5 at f to win thIa policy and wage adju8.tment 0 

If the -.strike' pledp Ia atrictly upheld. 1 
S A third day of th4neral coal Itrik. e ea.lIed upon the minen and railroad work 

paned. with .t14I.bn ~"iiL still ho)~ini to join with the CIO in a drive to win the 
.• club over the llatlons war etrort. millIons people for the cbanp. . 
. of Americans both at home and in the armed The leaden of the Am~can Federation 
forces are boDing with indignation that such) of Labor. on the other hand. are still aileDt 
• situation could happen in the mi~t of~. , on the mine atrike. Thla strengthens ~e 

The miners are mistakenly foUowmg LeWlI 8JlSpicion that the AFL's convention .t Bas-
In this disastrous strike because they han ton delayed readmission of Lewis because It 
10 far, Been no other leadership In their did not want to have the embarrassing strike 

_ union. They are isolated from the reat of on lte handa. These aehemera may reat .... 
~ the labor movement and are not fully a~e aured. however, that when the ,,\;Ore is added 
that there are ways other than strikea up they, too, will not escape lOme responai-
throuih which they can win their demands. bility. 
. The CIO, now in convention at Philadel- The CIO shows not only that ite fint eon-
phia took a stand that showed ~e more cern is for the war, but it a.lIIO recognizes, 

.;::It '1i {::l~o~:;::.asI~~ ~~i'::~~~~da~ ::Jt!:;u.,:!'t~:b;C~e~~ f:r;:;g~tU;::~ 
. brought to the miners. The CIO called .for gram by a policy that plays into the hamlaK 
~crapping of the outworn "Little Steel" of the defeatiste and their Lewiaea. , 
~Il"0rm.ula and for ~~Jr!l adi~~tme~~ _B~~:.~t To win the people, labor hu to reaDy pat 
lJor the purpose 01 GOme away WHO. D\.AUa.u· I forwanl ita entire uniied airengih-CIO, 
·~tIOlJ propm, but In order to asswe ill. At'£' Railroad Brotherhoods, 1Dmez.. '!'be 

Lewis path is one that serves thoae who, 
want to drive away public suppOrt from 
labor. I , , The AFL'nnembel'll. IS vitally intereated 
a. the CIO in the policy outlined at Phila­
delphia, have the big task of bringing out 
their unions for it. To do so they muat brini 
the full Weii"ht of tl;~ir preaa\L."'e ;.gainst the 

J 

'. Woll-Huteheson Republican defeatist for~ 
I \WhO are engaged In IntriiUes with Lewis in 

.. efforts to amash the CIO :when labor ani 
: is the UJ"ieDC1. -.: ... _ _ 

;. . 
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gMine ~trike -.1-'-\ , I 
UTN ORDERING government .eizure of the 
I. mines, President Roosevelt took the only 
eourse open to him to prot-act the !nte.1"!!t! 
Of a nation at war. 

~
. ordering. the fourth mine atrike, fohn 
U " has once more extended a he ping 

and to the Axis, and he did it at the very 
moment when the cables 011 the Mo&cow 
conference agreements were- spelling out an 
early doom for Hitler. While Senators Rey­
ilOlds and Wheeler, Lewis' political friends, 
were IDouthin .. their dissatisfaction because 
the last wea~n. wete Knocked out of Hit-

~
Ier's hands, Lewis BOught to knife the home~ 
front. 

Once more the country 'can see who really 
-jeads iabor~ At Phiiadeiphia. the CIa wn. 
vention under President Philip Murray'. 
teadership, reaffirmed ita unqualified DO­

strike pledge at a special order of busineas. 
The CIO fully recognizes that Hitler's doom 
Is near, but it also recognizes that it will mil 
take hard fighting and SaClificea to make 
that possible. It warned against eom­
placeney. Lewis is scabbing upon that policy 
of labor j and is exp10itinr the STievancu of 

. tbe miners to accomplish his purpose. 
At; we bave stated many times, the miners 

are justified in their di8satisfaction witb the 
WLB agreement. But this cannot .erve u 

~
'an excuse for the atrike. ~ 

The reactionary bloc in Congreas which 
. even at this hour is preparing to light the 

President's program for a roll-back in prices 
that he outlined in his food .ubsidy meBBage 
Monday, is, like Lewis, responsible 'for the 
aituation; .o_are the profit-hungry employ­
ers and 110 is the inllexible attitude of BOme 
I'Ovemment officials and the War Labor 
Board. \ 

But by Itn1ting and playing into the hands 
of labor' a enemies, the miners are jeopardiz­
ing their own interests both as workers ed 
citizens. They should Instead join the gen­
eral stream of labor in a campaign to win 

i 
a .aund. stabilization progrUl, price J'03 
backa, democratic taxes and wage adj 
menta. Through a united effort, labor coni 

• wilt mucb without harming the war effort. 
'_ r ,,~ ,".« ~ ·6~ __ • -1 ' .,--.' .• ,,' .' ........ ~ ... 
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\ . f; Coal Is Amm'unitionl t J 
E" VERY patriotic miller w1ll qree aM 

IUpport the President's usertion that 
"'We can no more tOlerate the letting dOWll 
of coal production than we can tolerate let­
ting doW1l the shipping oI lupplies to oar 
~hting men." . 

" n This means that the policies of John ~ 
~ Babotaging the prosecution of tlIe • 

war mtult not be tolerated. Coal production 
1 must continue. A fourth general coal strike 

";i must not be permitted. ~ 
U This is the ";'urse to take irrespective of 

merits or demerits of the War Labor Board'. 
decision. The four labor members on the 
WLB, and" the editorial column. of this , 
paper, have Already e;'pressed criticism of 
some of the provisions of the WLB decision 
~ the proposed contract for the soft coal 
miners, &II well as on its 82-eent anthracite 
taise. 

The President has correctly stressed lOme 
of the good features of the decision, espe­
dally the recognition for the first time of 
the principle of portal-to-portal pay for" 
whleh some compensation is granted. Thia J is undoubtedly a partial victory. And it is 

~ prinCipally due" to the vigorolUl voice Presi­
dent Philip Murr~ of the CIO raised ill. be,. t 
half of the miners. ' 

But for the minera now to take again to 
the Lewis strike path 1a to undermine the 
chances for a furthj!r adjustment in their 
wage standards and at the same time to 
harm the entire labor movement. Further 
jmprovement for them will be possible only 
if the tight Is successful against the COli­
J[l"eSsiona! bloc that is scqttlin~ sound stabi­
lization; against the profits-first crowd and 
·""!nat the tax-tbe-poor crowd, as a"ainlt " 

~. :~t~:~::~:~:;::=o:::S: 
.~ :';'~~~~I 
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~ as-~Iiners Avoid~J 
l FDR Still Finn; Won't ~w 
further Defiance of WLB t.-

• By JAM£S A. WECR5LI!II 
pll', N.tioUl £d«o(\ . 

WASHINGTON, Nov. i.-John L. \lewis, who' enjoys big 
moments, faced a long hour o(decision tOdi'y. . 

"''hUe thousands of restive, angry coal miners stayed away 
from the pits in the fourth generaJ .trile of 1943, Lewis prepared 

:otr~:i=-ion here with ~ offici.als of the U= Min~ 
They assembled In the face '0 Possible Measures . I - -- I 

President Roosevelt'. warning that ~ ibI belD ~ in~ hi. objection to the or:l be would act to "insure" prOduc- ,OSSI. m~ . g t...· I 
tioD of co, al if th. Ut!1" rejected cuI ed rao~ed from un~ediste !b~r. were reports, m i 
the latesl wage terms i down by eel boo 0 the. UMV. • c»eck, th t Lewis might receive oome -
the WLB \\\ju.l.ab<>r f"-;J pn'<-il~ges to uJtim~te re-selZUl'e su mee from the White HOUR oil 

As the~~fW elUe, ,ered the romes, ~rosecu!jDn of any strike, the WLB that the major outlines of 
Government ollic'ial, were watching leaden ~ er the Smith·Connally the WLB', wa~ proposal would be 
the clock. Although the President law and wduction of mmers who extended to cover oiher sections of 
bad fixed DO exact deadline lor ac- refused to work. Whether any or the AppalachitUl region. One In-
""p.tance 01 the WLB', decision. it all of th~se step, would j>roduee formed ",urce took the view that 
will be certain he would DOt tol. eeal. rem~ed to be seen" The pre- the new ,trike w .. primarily d&-
erate any prolonged 6libuster by va!ling \'leW appe:ued to be that ' silg'ed to win that assurance. . 
the miners leaders. Some source, Lewis would not nsk the test. 'I" any case the next move w 
doubted he would wait longer than ~e officials contended It would up to the mioen' chieftain. ~= 
oightfaD for his answer be easier to Jl!OlDote ~ back-to-work knew whether be would ' . 

. mm'emeot this time IUlce the WLB with • bang or • whimper, 
War of Nerves has approved an agreement that --------.--.-

In CUJtomat'Y f .. hlon Lewis ,ave IUbstantialJy Increases the m!nerl' '\0, 
DO ad,'aoce bint of any recommeo- take·bome·pay~eo thout II falls 
datioos or remarks he may male to \ino~~' ceoctls • bmdarttedabortto the theBoarDd.- .. ' ;) ~ 
the unioo', policy committee. He 1S pa III • 
was once again canying his w*r 01 But others voiced donht that Lewis ~;».. .L_ br aldn . H ODd his policy committee could '- \ ~ '1j- A 
nerve. to UK e g I?"mt. e ro- bait the insurgence promptly even \ (' fl 1..'_- ~ - " ::::ked ~ oiIeot oeclUSlOD over the Ii they voted to accept the contract. ...::r..J -

ibI 
•. 1"- l'0'l' IHCORPlllP 

There was DO vis. e crae. In Way Out for Lewis I ~ 
the so\idarity of the miners ranks ~ NOV 8 ,~n 

-< as the eigbt-mooth-<lld conllict One ·out" bad been IUggeNd to 
" reached ........ climax. Once again, the UMW cIUeI. by Presideot 

i 
without an official signal, they .p- Roosevelt Friday and reiterated In --- .-.. - ~~-= 
peored ready to Invoke their • weekend me.salle from the WLB. 
ancient Jlogan: "No, contract, 00 Answering Lewis claim tbat the .... ort.. DeW agreement would Involve a cut Tl:is 18 a cl \ pping from 

. At the same time Government In the basic wage .. ate, the Board page 5" of P l'I 
..mciBl>, led by President Roose- formally told him It would approve 
veJI, were rePorted more deter· a clawe gua[aoteeing tbat DO 
mined than ever to -throw the miner. receive less for. day'. woO for ~, ~ '" ,.y.:1 '-." 
book" at the UMW if It renewed than they obWned under the old Its de6ance of .me 'fitif' No tall< oootract. ~ Cl10ped at the Seat or 
of COIIIPromise was In the air. U be is . g to face a 6gbt Gevem'llent .? • 

,. ______ .. to the finish: is oouId concelv· 
.. , I ably cite this cuaranhOe as' """"!.:i ~_'_~ _____ -, I.·' '. ",-

'. ..' . . • -I 
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'- .I.L; ~ . . . Spokesmen for the Appalaeblall · • I M ~ e<>al operatofl .stlmoted that IIOj:JOO 

e Y ov ~ aoft.,ooal operaton were Idle IIao-
, lerdoy. The ~Ied ~Ire-. ' I .... rt~ thel an .dcUUonai 112;,00 · H W k 1Ilft, ~ mID<m ataYed ,'- A'em , or ers .,0,", ,esterdaY to eelebnlle Jobo 

)(Ileb.n DaY, III bono. of • founcler 'G S -k of the U1I£W _leader..r bI.ItOt'ie 

O on trl e anthracite otrIk .. In 1Il00 and 11102, 
, President _,t· wd be 

would take no aet10n oW after the 

Roosevelt Won't Act poliey committ .. meetlnl. but .... ...... tebiIlI the alm.UoO carefully." 

Until After UMW The .. riOlUDOII of the eoaI abort· 
Meeting Monday,. ... w .. empbaaiud by the J'reIII' d.nl and by SecretarY 01 lDtertor 
142,000 Men Out Har<>1d L. Iclr. ... who In • apatite 

.etlon froI,e at Ibe min.. all Iw'd 
Strife Within and ..,n. 0011 In domestle - to 

WAit LABOR IIOABD public me .. an emera.ney pool to pro-
lDemben protest chule by vide home be_ttnc eou aeeded to 

~
FL memben of the board ~lieve distresa aituatiolll. , 
.t eoaI dec:lAion .... dictated in • remark believed dIreeted aI 

yother Government acenciel- the threatened fourth Jeneral eoal 
ayne )(0,... demanda thet alrlke at.rtIIlI with th~ explratlron 

beJ _ DO retract the or the eurnnt ~ '"truee" tomo ... 
obara ... <Pal' I.) . ro" mic!nilbt. th. Prealdent uId. 

c) 

---zJltb . ".b .. , __ '11 lb. 1: .... T_l.::: 
III,. C1all: __ _ 
III,. C.Jh,, __ _ 

Mr. Gl ... I.~ 
IIIr. L .... ~ 
II,. Nlall.l. 

r~' "'v~::::'.-:;:=:~· ~'.~;: ~;::; -
: kDed ftjeeIlaa. flI, the WLB ~r. A ..... __ _ 

JIONl for .. ~. . Ir. C.,. •• 
_~ the _ tamed d.rtm lII'r 8arll.'----

tile Dllnolo .... for """lolDIn, aD : • 
lUI,j_ed ..... ID<naH Df S'f~,:r. BudoD, __ _ 
eenb • ~I. . . , ,'1 ,r. "umford_ 

Without ..r.lionln, UM1V PnoI.1.r • 8tarke, __ _ "'t ioh" ~'"" !>l nam •. tile' r. Qui .. Ta __ 
ChI.! EucuUve Included two r N 
pointed dip at the mine leader I' .... ,----

"Certolnly In wartlme. th. m~ 
will tIOt take th. position that th., 
.n. alp no CODtraet other than 
41ctated ..,. tbeIr leaden." 
Prelld.nt &aId, ""W. are .t .... 
and all of US m ... t make .. c~ I 
for DUl' eommon &ood and eomIDOil 
aalel1," , 

Mr, lIDo .. v.1t also 'aa1d "there' 
b no ba.t, for th. _on thet I' 
the board', propoaals Involve In ... , 
way • reduction to tbe buic [t 
that the minel'l .re reeelvt "' 
thUI challenging _ ,tet.eme>nt m Be' 
by Low!a in a tel."..". to bIa H&.\ 
temanla wbld> wu Int.rpreted MI a( 
alp.} for • gene ... ' coal .It:rlke.. ' 

D 
_ ......., ""W. em "" more tol.rate the Jet. 

:: ....... .- "etrr tine 40- of ~ procluetton ~' 
• By lien y, GiJbert 1 we .... tol.rate lettiDi doWn of 
:_ ~'deDt u_--eIt _,..... ablpplJlC 01 suppli .. to our l\f 

~ "'1~ ~.. pro~ tnc men." 
::Jut aIIbt "to take deeWve .eO"" The elfeet of the Prelid.nl·. • 
.... _ that coal II mined" III tile ler .... to put the mlnen oqu ... " e.en! tbe UDited Min. Worken on tb. _~ dKId. wbether to' 

DtwI" 10 • IrtIe1' t. tile Prell- • 
dent ",bleb the Wblto H ..... mad­
public wbeo the ProsIdeDt. ..,.: t 
..... rI". letter .... releuecl. alated: I 

-rile laue it: tb ... me elear: one 

~
Ieb It baa always b<!eo olnee'-n.. ' 

eginnlng of the _I ..... '"'-.! 
-.If: Sball the wage atablllJo', 
OJ! pollet .. of the Government be : 

lied and eDfcon:ed trreapeetl,.. i' 
01 the dlspl ..... re of any _( 
toward Ib_ polid.o1" I 

]IOliq oommlttee .. leola tile War -
Labor Board', JllInola declIIOIl at 
• ICbeduled Monday mornlJlC meet, 
'IDe. 

· • '.I'be Presiden!·. atatement .... 
':4!onWued III • letter to War Labor 

, Bo.ml Chairman Wllllam H. DavIa' 
, ..... d. publlc by the WhIte Ho .... 1 

at. time wben more than 142.000: 1 

coal mlnen wen nported JrdIe., ' 
; !lel%ure of the mine&, immediate- I 
. b Invoklll. the erimlnal penalU .. ' 
~ . ott the Connally-Smllb An[i 'E .... reprcIed .. th. ! ~e17 -declIIw" eeUon the • 

nt would take, altbooJb • 
t Senlee anIer to Induct • 
c inI mIDen ... aIIO II. ~ pIe\1IH. , 

The IUlnolo doc:islon-.. bleb _ • 
uted the type of adjulUDebt of the ; 
portal-to-portal oon,",- the 
WLB would approve-~bu fftOlved ! 
.."..,. reMOD&bl. doubt with _. 
.peel to the requ!nmdl,* ..r tbe I 
atabUl&aUOIl _ III favw of 
the IDlnen' de ...... dI." the Prell· 
dentsald. '. "'1 

"'Some may ..... nabl7 IIUnu.. 
"bether the board baa __ 
too far." be added, ..: 

The ProsId.nl explaloed that the 
board" IUlnolo pro~ would f.vo th •. mln .... $M for a 11·_ 

. portal to portal" 8,da7 1reek._ 
: ta.&O a week m ...... than they ... 
r ..... ....,.101'" for U bwn aeIaaI 

\ 

I"'~~ "':..."':d ~~:c:n: ::'~ than WIder th. orIaIIlaI ' ~ 
traet wbleb WLB ... Je<ted. ' i 

f
~ :....~uI-=..i~erllthe 0 .,.r.--
• '"pertaI to ,POrtaI." tile D1IDm I U 

. - ,() '~94; ~"'=~~~, ~~~ '1 tJ -If': -, ~r 
OCT ISOT HI" OIO,,,;U 
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• "I am conlIdent that .. ~ I 

patriotic Americp miner. " 
tho aubstantlal mere_In be ti -.-d'. prOpoaal 0« .... 
It Y will not reject the oppo 
iii en them \0 oecure a ..,ntn<\,· .. .t. _volt aa1d. 

'But, If I om ",_en. and the j 
",inen do not accept the boonl',: 
propo,ala. I lOll lAke d..,laloe ... i 
Uon to tee tMt f!'OaJ 11 miDed." 1 
Yruu 0n\eJ' .. I 

Other developmenll in the eoal) 
.. .1tuaUon ineludt-d the followiq: 

I. lu'
J 
fr .-ennl all' domeatl.-l 

.... 1 tt: l con at the mlnea. Idr.u; 
and me IntenlAte eomm_ 
Comm.~sion also took control over 
all industrial anthraclt.o cool nOW 
on nU'I. The !rceu of domestic 
Ilul wa. ordered alter I Dumber 
01 ma10r eoaJ-consuminl clUn "'"' 
pam<! tn>ull!clont rae"" 01 I 
cool 10 htlt hom.. adequ,tel¥ bl 
tho event 01 a opell 01 cold 
weather. 

S. Spok ..... n for tb. Appal! 
Ion eoal operatora laaued • oto 
",o"t dlaclalmln, any reoponalbl I:J I 
. th tbe w.,e DteoUatJOn. ujt 

IArUd In Man:b. tho O~Tlton 
avo at an tim.. auppom<! and ~
r the eoal atopp.qea. "BeClnnllIC 

. eomplled .with .vety polley ~ ..... 
qulrement 01 Gov.rnment. Tbla 
pruent eoDtroveny II Dot bet ween 
the operatora and the mine work­
...... but ratber between the United I 

)fino Worken and the Federal 
Government.." 

a. ~wII. reached at hIa _"I 
declined 10 eomment on the PreoI­
*nt', ototement or oth~r developo II 

JDe'Dti. j 

4. The Department 01 Int.ertor 
diacloaed that 10ft eoal produotlOllI 
declined a RCOnJ aucceulve weel<, I 
with 11.300.000 lobi produced dar-' 
Inc \he ..... k -ended October Ja, I 
.. mpared with ll,m,ooo forti' 
p~vlou, week. A 1001 01 12 ,-

lobi a week hu been ott. 
5. lekea nquUltIODed eoaI • 

~nOil for the Pt'Dnaylvanla . i 

d and from Ohio for the If ... I 
ork Central RaIlroad 10 keep both I 

earrI .... operatlnl at fun capae\t7, 

\' 

\ I 
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Aine Crisis I~~~!~~~~~i r • and Itm continue to 40 10, ,hare in this responsibllit;y. j 
:.t A LL ENG E ~~n;:'~~e~f the elaht~t_ ralae .to.ra~ ;or~; 
k> The War Labor Board alao refuses to ~ nan. 
f'B D J TOR I A L ' ~~st~"l"'. -:n-~ ~lf_ to: ~,~n.. • 
• of more than a million members . In the m '~d~ision th'; WLB';;k';riontha to ftnd 
)10 a1IiIiatea, in convention at Buffalo, a loophole for i formal retOpition of portal to portal. 
ilDmendation of their executive board (.underllTOUnd travel) pay, in tile dusty ftIes of the wap­
ilre pledge without qualification. They hour administration, but they .teered clear of the more 
~Vt it as unanimously as the board flexible provision in the stabilization act itself which Jives' 
Ii- in behalf of Buch a large segment of them and the Byrnes-VinIOn office. authority to take 
'Very timely and hold. significance any measures necessary to aid in the prosecution of the 
~ view of the present critical moment war. The fact that coal production was fallinlr off and 
pin faces a test. I~npower had been ftowinlr out of the coal industry; wae 
,ila-htwill mark another contract dead- '10 them not a sufficient enough· reason for a rulina' • 
... At this writing more than 60,000 Th~ decision Jiving the Anthracite miners the ridieu- ' 
ke with at least the tacit approval of ]OU8 r&l8e of 82 cents a day, alao ~UIIe of a JIlAthe-

. .. .. h . JIlBtical strJlit-jacket, is further evidence of the board'. 
, whole sltuabon IS a~"? m. the an~s policy. The very least the WLB members could have done 

,~ Kqnday, from aU .m~lcabons, ~W13 was to join wi~h the four labor representatives' -demanl 

(

-blown general stnke of coal mlDers. for a chanle. . " . 
, the railroad workers are' taking a··· • 
, ',' The employen are responsible for the preaent situa ' 
/' • •• . tion by their insistence that prollta 110 above all other i 
~ occasions pointed to the justice of considerations. Their position dovetails perfectly with that 
I'he coal miners and railroad worken. of Lewis, for neither is he interested in furthering pro­
litlcized ,harply the War Labor Board duction, placing his defeatist policy above an other eon­
pthorities for clinging to an outworn a1derationa: If the employen and .Lewis were interested 
!lie bul'1lll. . '. in produetlon they could have easily &greed upon a pro-
fed for a .... ge adjustment to enable pam that would be h?th ~ incentive to more coal output 
., with the cost of living rise. But we aJld to a correspondmg lDcreaae in wagea-. formula 
iave said again and again. Such adjust- that even the WLB would have to approve,. ' 
ira by keeping the no-strike pledge and FinaUy; the la" bor movement itself is not absolved of I: 
the stabilization program. We regard responsibility; first because or'the disunity in its ranks, »ncr ..... absolutely essent.ial for we and secondly Decau8e Lewis. utiiizing this disunity, is able i 
!lalation would be .. ost harmful to the to cultivate so!!,e support, whe? every union in the C9un~ . 
'eommon people in genual. All adjus~ "houla hold him up &8 an object of eeorn. Ian't it Jo 
lore be made for the purpose of strength-. L. Lewis 'who presented labor with th .. Smith-Conna 
.tIon program. Cen' . i .. . 
L!!i~Y ::·th~ f&1~Ure of this program r ~ i-A· . ".--:-' -' ,,,,,,. "~ "'. 
epubJicana in Congress who, jointly with 
)emocrats, lCuttled the administration', ' , 
iram. They have emasculated meaeuree I':" 
, and at this very moment continue to I j 

;they engineered the notorious RumllOak­
pm and are now scheming further steps 
line; they killed the President's $25,000 . 

: and creas~th or a Roman holiday 
, ". - ' • I -.-1. ~_v .... _ I 

s~(, 

'Ibis is a clipping from 
" .page I Sec._Of 

,h.1.)~;jl THE 'WORKER 

Date {t..:.. .JI-p 
Clipped a the seat 0 

QovE:rnn:ent 

• 
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I What path 'houJd labor take now' 

The !.ewill path of strikes ill certainly out, for It cIoean't 
win wage increases, tnd what ill more important, It negates 
the basic consideration ~hat this is labor's war and any 
qualification bf the DlHtrike vote ill ecabbing upon the 
war to wipe out faaciam. 

The oonstructive .alternative Is the mobilization of 
labor's vast, and stiU hardly used political strength. No. 
this doesn't mean waiting until next election to cast a 
baUot although. a blow to the defeatists and reactionaries 
In the many electioI\l! this coming Tuesday will be very 
Important. It means a drive RIGHT NOW to win the 
la8t majority of the people-who are not in labor's r~n 
;j-to the idea that a Bound stabilization program is i 
;rera tive for, a quick .and decisive victory over the . 

The Tran!P2rt .J;grker§ TTJ)iQn of New York .. ave 
practical example of what this means on a local basis. 
A flant which seemed almost impossible to win ended in 
• areat victory for the union-and the war effort-with­
out a .trike. 

Congreasmen will continue to aabotage the atabiflZl­
tion program, stabilization authorities will continue J 
yield to them, employers will continue to think only f 
profits-just ... long aB they feel labor's political apat 
and know that the public generally is not yet aroused. 

If labor wants a aound stabilization program, with 
the President's seven points fully applied; if a wage policy 
ta to be realistic with production and a high morale the 
.ppermost ool!sideration, then l'Q<>r must unite its forees 
f1) Iaaneh its .... teat drive to win the people. 

--

_.- - --. -~ '"-- .. ------... -... ---.----~-~-~-----,--------
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, What path ahould labor take DOW' 
• 

The Lewis path of strikes is certainly out, for it doean't 
win wage increases, and what is more important, it negatea 
the basic consideration that this is labor', war and any 
qualification bf the no-atrike vote is acabbing upon the 
war to wipe out fucism. 

The constructive .alternative Is the mobilization of 
Iabor'8 vast, and It ill hardly ueed political It.rength. No. 
this doesn't mean waiting until next election to cut a 
ballot although. a blow to the defeatists and reactionaries 
In the many elections this coming Tuesday will be very 
Importsnt. It means a drive RIGHT NOW to win the 
rast majority of the peOPle-WhO. are not in labor's r~n 
,'-to the idea that a sound ltabilization program is . -
;ferative for a quick. and decisive victory over the . 

The Transport _~rker' IIgion of New YOlk gave 
practical example of what this means on a local buis. 
A fight which seemed almost impoS8ible to win ended in 
• veat victory for the union-and the war elfort-with­
out •• trike. 

Congressmen will continue to aabotage the .tabirlZll­
tien program, at&bilization authorities wlI1 continue f 
)'ield to them, employers will continue to think only f 
profit&-juat u 10Dg as they feel labor's political apat 
and know that the public generally il not yet aroused. 

. If labor wants a BOund stabilization program, with 
the President's Beven points fully applied; if a wage policy 
k to be realistic with production and a high morale the 
.ppermost co~sideration, tReD 1ebnr must unite its forces 
fb btaaeh ita greatest drive to win the people. 

- - --- -------------- •• 
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1\ jLewis Ignores ' 
Peace Formula 

J 
,.,.. - 1.-'\. 

W ASHlNGTON, Oct. !8.-AD­
other nationwide coal atrike ap­
peared inevitable today, II lQhp L. 
Lewis failed to give any indication 

\ 
ttati>e cared to diJcuSS the peace 
I rmula aclnnced by the WLB 

"ar Labor B_d) in an ottempt 
_~.m1ft>tbs~ wage 

controversy between til United 
Mine Workers and the . Operii· 
tors. 

The WLB', oller would have re-
sulted in a basic wage 01 '8.12J\ 
lor an 810 hour work day. 

jrhe UMW yesterday IUJIUDO~ 

\ 
its \policy committee to meet at t 1 
p'"pck Monday morning-too e 

I to hn 011 the ot"1'page &xed 
~Ionday morning. . 

., .~ 1q1j, , 
~--~ 

.. 

, 

-_. 
This is a clipping from 
page f or p 1\ 

~~~?itii t~{t~~ {fa 
Gcvern'llent " 
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I To Eye Lewis 
Union 'Deal' 
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1 Lewis Driving Charge :=,::'~=":,!;:"" ":i 
"1 0 0 ActO to the Stale OPA office II> -'1 j Stil Awaiting Ion alt. and to NatJoaal OPA MId· 
I : lquarten for cllopo.!UOI1. d 
: iThe Alexandria raUonlng board Capt. J.m~DoUllU. 
Wst night revealed that ~ cue I of the bo&rd/ia1d be .... unabf~ 
of UM,W. PrUlclent John L~wI.s, to .tall: .. hat action. U t.D1 •• 
... bOll< recent motor (rip to DII.\ be taken. LewI.s malntalDl )110 
Dais t.o Itt his mother,. dr .... Wld~...Je,.l ~d.n"" In AleDDcIrIL 

INDFXED ,,0 
_ .A 

L/¥ ~rf{~.=/l 
• .1 ,~ , ~- ... ~' 

,,:.... .j .... , .",;:..' 

111 ...... ___ _ 
IIr. 'l' .. eJ' ___ _ 
Ill. c ..... , ___ _ 
IIr. CofhJ' ___ _ 
110.8 ..... ___ _ 
110. J[ramu ___ _ 
IIr. Kcaalrl __ _ 
II,. Qalaa T __ 

-, 
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OPA Satisfied Wifli LewisA 

Explanation of illinoIs Jaunt 
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$350,000 Lewis 'Loan' to Min~ 
M"Gh.~. 
iii •• Miello 
iii •• Il .... 
iii •. 'J',.., __ _ 
Mr. Aeen __ _ 
II •. C.rlO",,-__ 

I . ff· • ' 

(~rand JUry to Prob-e \ 
II •• Il&rl>o __ _ 
Mr. B.a4oa,,-__ 

IIWDI0.4_ 

, 
FBI rs-Wo;king on C:S~; .fh~t 

_ (:xplains His 'Pleasure' Trip to min~ls 
.. By Goru>os H. Cou: 

Btarb __ _ 
QallUl Ta __ 

Mr. Ne .. e ___ _ 

Mill 

~
t; illegally to 
, Mini'l! Co. or ' 

PlI', BVT'NII " 
WASIIINGTON. Aug. 3O.-John L:J. .. ewis, president of mIl the Uniled Min~ Wor~er<, is innocent of any charge that 

~ he used gasoline lor pl,,~re driving OIl his recent trip 

Rb~", thaI the union leaders 

,;J ~ UDder -!be NatiOOal 
, tions Act. Thai law ~iaiite 

to Springfield, IlI.---<"en though he spent 36 hours visiting 
his ""-year-<>Id mother, Mrs. Anna l£wis.. -

Any public report on the OPA _ ________ _ j 

iDn-siigati<ln of the trip will e,on- L1Stet1 as LOan It 
erate Lewi, of all charges and show The case is scheduled to be \pre-
that the mine union chiefs drh. I\<"'led to a grand jury at Spring-
from Alexandria, Va., to the Illinois :f;eld within the nest few ""ceb: it 
coal fields was no pleasure jaunt. 'lvas leamed here. 

-Cov+ It Up l The £acts in the cue, first re-
LeWu. ~ to .(ilinoi. on bus;- ported by PM Wt Fall, indicate 

Dess-busine5l"tha~e c~ 10 rev- that Lewis' union handed the Mine 
'" _ up b}-lil\S re~rk to • reporter B Co. _ f350,OOO at about the 
foI'Dc-<-a~'1:' Ill., llro-t I)~ wa, ju<t time of the lockout that enabled 
.uh i~"" ~ to .~~in.~I;,'!t! to sec hi> UMW organizen to raid the rival 
mati wis' C ~ lor &",",linc union', membership. 

, •• I The ~-.. "'- Is listed on the pc,., hi{n ro -ljSC'orus Buid. lor U~~~ 

"'" uusiness. _ < unioR books .. • loan. Since the 
Ti,e fact is tlj;it Lewis went to FBI investigation was begun, Carl 

Springhdd becat.e agents 01 the E1sholf, president of the Mine B 
Federal Bureau 01 Investigation Co., Is reported to. have paid.flOOO 
were there checking into tbe finan. OIl the debt. 
cial traosactions between Lewis' un- n....... o.Jso are cbargeo that 
joo and the Mine B Co., • coal oper. Lewis kept IODle 14 members of 
JfOr that engaged in. a long and the rival union, the Prog>~; 

·tpstly lookout of members of a rival torme Worlt ... oE America, 
I.FL mUDD at a time when Lewis _1l1li its payron during the tiJne If 
~., tn-ing to oust the rival union ,the fight for escIusive bars . , 
from the lIIinok coal fields. \1 tIghta. ' 

.. ... 'i y ;J n-.e FBI is: investigating !he p!J!-, 

57 SEP 

.- ' .. 
AUG 3 o 194! 
Py DAILY 
Page r-

",orI1ers ~ right' to join 
of their own choice. 
, .... A wrttteo law put 00 the 
in J870, princip:illy 10 break 
Io:u. Klux lOan, mak<!S ouch con­
spiracy illegal. 

I! was this ......, law that 
used to aid the UMW in 1!l3s-ttl>r I 
year of the Mine B Iodk""'t",~ur-I 
ing the prosecutioo of 
to<> in Harlan County, 
Justice Dept. lost that 
the jury was unable 10 
• Conviction under this law 

criminal penalties. " 
I Evidence of the /inanCW IraDJo 
1_ between the UMW _.M the 

I 
Mine B Co. was lint discovered by 
ageots of the U. S. Treasury [)e. 

; partment during an investigation of 
Lewis' and the UMW boob lD • 
tal matter. 

The facts were referred 10 the 
White House .M thence ID the 
JUltice Dept. for prooecu~ :!ice ofGcial., fearing charges t 

I ~W_ .It_pling to 
. for 1itic81 reaaon.s, deJa 

I 011 in J:: ..... so long that there 
been ~ lbat they .... I neglecting tile;, ~uty ID the ~ 

IT ~-

---
- - --- -------.-._---------------
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F~CIALDW. 
'Dnv InliNo. EIIII " I Jun L nla 

PROBED BY F.B.I. 
Charge He Paid Illinois 
Mine Company to Break 

Rival Union. 

. BY EDWIN ~L"H£Y. 
Special Dl6Pa tcb trom StaU COJTUPOnda W .. hl"zton, II.U(. 26.-Th. F I' 

~
I Bureau of Invosuption , 

dertaken an inVesti&,' atiOD of I 
cia! de81inl between John 

. wi> and th Mme B Coal Co.' 
In Sprinlfield, " It wu learned' 
here today. The facti In the cue 
will be laid before e "...,d jury 
In Sprin£fJeld lale In September 
or early In OcInber, It wu further 
learned. 

.1- M previously revealed In The 
II.Chlcl,O Doily liews. thv- In­

... olv .. a auboidy 01 th~. B 
Co. by the United ),[in. Workera 
In reimbune the company Jor the 
loSs .. auJlered \..'t.1n the lockoul of 
members of tb~oJT'eu1ve Mine 
Work.,... an AF. of L. ,r 0 II P 
whlch revolted 1 r 0'" the lAwIa. 
Jeade ... hlp In -1832. The .... OI1J>t 
of money peld In the eoD>paD7 bT: 
the union, it is DOW learned ..... I 
In the nelchoorhood of ~50,000. 
,Tho lockoul In questiGa InoIt piece 
In 1838. 

Cue Ca_ CablDel aln. 
The c .. e hoi alrudy eeUJed a 

alit! rlIt bet....... SecnIer7 of 
~ !re~rury ~'!'!~tha"_lhd M .. 

60 SEP l1t94:~ -
• _.i __ 

! _ Genom Bi_ Eli 
. III .. '.m~ evidOllte :::::J:.1 

..... ctoI tralllllctiODl __ 

i U.K. W. end the )line II Co. 
: an InvOltiplion of the unlaa ... 
I lAwIa' aeeOl1J>to, end turned f 
, roe in \DC iDattci' iiV. tv = 

Whlte He_, wh..,ce It ,... It 
to the Departmem of Juatk:e. h1 
ure of the 1ustice ~t 'to 
willie In Immediate erlmlnallD- ' 
yeatipllon caUJed a fninor cab­
IDet c:rWo, ..,blch hu lin.. been 
<eIOIved. 

A1thOOlh It II reported that 
there are some tax naa1QD ... 
poeto, to the federal Inv..u •• I1 ..... ' 
the T B.l. Inquiry 10 concerned 
with poaalble viola Ilona nf the old 
dvil ~bla atatule of 1870, paaed 
to break the Itu KlUl[ Klan, but , 
Devtr invoked "et)' NceeafWll.; 
The Bulan Collnty (Ity.) c:oaI; 
eperalon .. ere prooeculed UDd~1 
this atatute II> 1938, bul the .... ,' 
ended in a jury dilaareemeot. '!.'be: " 

, atatute provides criminal peneI-, , 
ties for a conspiracy to deprive: ' 

~
'tizens of their civU rtlhta, 1D1 
. cue Ole tllinois miners wbo 
ould bav. been 10 derprlved In 
e event of • COM})irac)" to break 
eir won. 

LIoIed ... ~' 
Ineidentall7, It wu this F.AJ.· 

Inv..u.allon whlch brouch LewIa 
, to Sprin£fJeld recently, ",here be 
. bee ..... Involved with the OPA, I 
,tolioWinl the complaint of cit!-, 
, oem th.t he had driven bla au. 

mobUe from Alexandria, Va., \lD 
~rin£fJeId ... non_tfa1 lluill-I 

The money advanced b7 LewIa i 
end the UJ4.W. to the Mine B. , 
Co. eppeera on the bookJ of IbJ 
company u • loan, 11 was learned. 
Tederal InveatiPton found, bow­
ever, that there .., .. reuoaable 
lP'ound for pennillln, • crand 
,u1"1 to d.ecide whether the $3&0,-
000 w" • loan b7 the UniOD \lD 

, IbJ en out end aut 
i company 

i ~,!ar:iJF.;~~:"lJ'9UP.l 

Ilr . ..-... ", .. 

JIr: .......... u ••••• •• 

...... '1'..-. .. . ....._ ...... , .. .. 

CHICN:lJ DAlLY 1~\1S 
g/)-('/YJ 

---. 
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WHEN MEMBERS of \he AFL 

executive councU took;\p the 
JPplicaUOD of John L~, 
United Mint Worken eM. for 
re-entry Into \he AJ'L thlI woek 
In Chicago, they didb't bother 
to teU reporten that LewIs 
might have been bac!k In the 
AFL some time before, except 
for at{:Dni intervention from tbe 
White HOUR. 

It can DOW be rrvwed that 
the President was extremely 
perturbed about the burly mille 
labor chiefs elloN to climb back 
on the AFL bandw",on. In fact. 
he expressed himsell to friend. 
in very blunt language about how 
foolhardy it would be for the 
AFL to welcome back • man wbo 
was tn diirepute for openly clefy· 
ing the Government duri:nJ the 
JIlin. dispute. 

It .150 can be rrvealed that 
WHliam Hutcheson, AFL earpeD­
trr', bou, and other LnvU 
friends on the executive eouncil 
had the Itage all aet for I .pedal 
Ineetin, of the council Jut May 
to consider Lewis'. application. 

~ Thil was tbe inside reason wbY 
, lohn L. InclOled a fat $60,900 
1 tbeck for advance dues With au. 
{ application. . 
I Just who blocked the move­
; and bow closely the Prelld¢ 
I himself ..... Involved-b a secret. 
I But Admin15tration bUiden re­
I port that Marvin Mcintyre, \he 
I PreB,jdent'. 1eCretar'Y. • ereat 
; friend of the railroad brother-

hoods. hod a band ill It. 
Furthermore. immedlatel1 af· 

ter Lewb requested re.dmt ........ 
the Preoident had separate eon-

1 ferencea with nan Tobin. team­
I Iten' bo ... and a top-rona me:m­
• her of th. AFL """""tin _ 
, tiL plu. George Harrilon. raIl­
I "'.Y clerks' bead, who iI the moa 
, powerful figure In the brother­
~hood5. 
, Immediatei)' afterward the 

1II0V. for a .~ia1 ex..utl ... 
emU>cU meetilli "'u aband\>lle4. 
In tbe ecune of ont of thole 
~nferencel .the question 01' 

. Lewis', application for readmIa­
oion ..... dlscualecl at ....... 
wnitb-an4 th. PresIdent G-

'If, .: preued.. hImaelf 1><"110 bl -A6rr 1 ~;iWA fL~-:-; __ -.~ , 
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BPRIJ"Gl"IELD FIELD DIVII1CJ1( .. 

ILLIJ:OIS STAn REGIS!. 

A.UGUS! 8. 19415 

o 

Mr. Tr.ey 

r.S.Grand Jury To S=--;ift=:j§·'§~'·:: .. i 
F.B.l Investigation Into ....... . 

u.M. W.-Mine B De 
• 

U.S. GRAND JURY 
TO PROBE DEAL 

Continued from P.,. 1. 
federal rrand jury in lUy lndicted 
two bakinl eompanlea.. two of theIr 

~
I orticia1s, and two ofticen of the 
'Bakery A t;onto!ctlonery Worken 
International union (A.F.L.) on 
Ch'.T&'t.l or c.on,pirinl t.o injure. em· 
ploye. 01 the companies in the t'X-

I f'Tciae of rkrhu ~anieed them 
. under the lair labor Itandards act. 

In the Brooklyn cue It W'u 
charced that the 4dendanta con­

",plred to threaten with dilchu&t 
,and otherwiR Intimidate employN 
unltu they Jtllled waiven or 

1 clallnJ for unpaid minimum ... gu, 
unpaid overUme and bQuidared 
d.m.g~ •. That tndietm~nt char,ed 
that .. part ot the oon.aplraey t.h~ 

(ed .... 1 

soo~'to de;'~~,:'~~~,!~~1 dent Joh~-
Mine Worken 
Co., 
civil 
transaction. It wu 
, ReJlable lOurC'el aid 
by the feder'" bureau of In,_ilr.: I 
tion W8i abou t compJeted. 
the matter would be placed 
• (ederal rrand jury II ..... 
Springfield. 

Junlce departm ... t emctak 
clIned 10 cornmenL 

It would be up to the erand 
to determ1ne Wbethee'r~!th~,'~:"":: 
tlon warrants an tJ 
cODlplracy to violate the 
Mine B employes to barpIA 
lecUvelY--II rlcht """""teed them 
by the W agn ... act. Conviot1oD 011 • 

charcea of lnterferin&' with UI 111-
dividaal'. right. carrJe. muJ.mum, 
penaltl.. o( five yean Im~-I 
men' and 510,000 fiDe. 

• 

...... - ---------
f union ottic1all ntUied to at"ccpt 

partial payment of arrtaragel In 
union duel from ........ thOM who re. 
twed to al~ Well waivers and 
thru tent'd to certify them u d~ 
Hnquent eo the companies could 
ditchar,l!' tbem under clole.d. COil­
tract&. 

LewIs, It .... oaId, loaned or' 
made a &'itt of about 1350,000 to 
Mine B Coal CO., In 1938. alleaedly 
to cover Joaea of tht' eomp&bT In 
a Jockout of It.I~JOYes woo were 
memben of th cnalve _e 

It hu been nported that the 
pruence ot F.B.I .• ,t'lllIln Sprill,­
field y,'U the cadit' for Lewlr' re.­
cent automobile trip to that min· 
in&: area. The trip II under O.P.It.. 
mvesU,aHon to df'term\ne whether 
he violated the ,uollAe raUonin, 
rerulatiOllL 

DoTle Ik,.. ~o W ...... • 
U. S. District A Homey How.rd 

. L. Doyle said today he "knew DOth· 
'In, whaUoever't .bout the report .. 
ed (orthcominC ,~and ,..". IDVn­

. UptiOIl of the Jobn 1. J.AwiI-. 
, MIne B Coli Co. Iou deAl. 
I ~ hIve ftCelved DO 1IlJtruetiolli 
".any Jdnd (rom Wuhlnrton GIl 

"' • he uld, ad4lnr. how-
t ~ t a "lP,)n crud jul'1 "E ed 10 lII .. t lie ... w1t1l1D l 

• 1DOIIth. ... 
- . - ., __ '-_ "':'':''~'._l 

Workers (A.F . The aovem. 
ment II expected 10 allece that the 
purpoae .... 10 break the ..,:L. 
~. whkh. re:~It.ed fro!" • tpllt 
wlth the UM_'#. In :D32. and p'er_ 
mit LewJa 10 ",pin cflatrol -..r 
themlnera. 

Tho lntemal revenue bureau 
f1rIt dllOQvered evidence of the 
tran .. ctinn during an InvestiptlOJl 
Into a poufble int"ome tax cue. 
However, a .tudy reportedly _I 
IUlted In a declalon th.t Do YIoJa-, 
Uon of the tax laWi WU IDvolved. 1 

". far .. Is known, this Is ODIy' 
the second time . that III. oMl 
riCh" .tatute II .. been appUed to 
cover an alleged viol.tion of tIM 
Wagner act. A. BrooItIya. .... r~, 

CoaUDu#d ~ Pap .. &JWiii '6. .,! 

I 
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Condemnation of lor. I R;e;:1a came T~Y ~ 
another AFL aftiiiate, rnlltionaJ Boilermakers UniQ,ll. 
one of the WRest unions the AFL. ~"". 

This wu expreaaed In the .June iuue of th't-BsIIJt•
I
' 

makers J~urnal," the union'. oftIciaI map.z\ne" under the 
III.le "Why BhouId ~bor Be • ,_. --
to Buffer lor the WhIm aI ... 
tIat!· 

-We ... oIleD _led ... 
tIo_ 001 ........ u.a. , ..... 1. ...... 
.................... _ .. IIIa· 

.. U, aD' I0.Io --' aeUDDa tv· 
Ibor __ leo u.al faet.. _70 
tlleodltertaL 

"By .. rmlI ...... lola ~ ... 
.. UUcaI II1aUke I .. Ill • ......-. 
walion ODd _ III tile .. _ 

oot .... '" tile ..-..- JoII 
opIlef.I atlKede .... _ 
Cow-ard enrr .ae. .. 1a.n1lellOe ilia 
dlcla! _d8<\ .. b ... or a ..... 1. 

I
Iabcw orpllizalion. be ........ _I-
..... bIa ...... orp1\JDU .... hi 011 

I .rpnbed Iabcw • - men­I """'c, B ...... _ • Joi ., 
anU·\obo, leclalotlon 10 be "'In· 

: d-. whlch 1l'1li .. an Iore_· ""Ie IItJar7 \a ~ olt_ 1$ ...... ' 

.............. all erpn_ Ia· 
,,,",, .... _ '" Ill. __ ft· 

r-J ", ...... \a _I tile .. 
IabIlabH naIeo III ...-... _ 

lIP' tt ......... lila( u..,' t» --BACitI 1IJlIIEU. IIITI UWU 
, . 

'l'be Joun>al l1lIl1 aupporia tile 
irace IIPI 01 tile mine ...".....,. IIal 
_em: 

. -, ". 
,:~~;;~ ,~~-;,:;~ .. 

~. co.IIID&' • _ a\ _I 
Ume. while we are at war~ ill an 
Induotr.v tllel woul4 YIrluaU, _I 
PFOductlon In thII coUnlr,v, 10 a 
matler that.,.., hOI be IlcbllJ 1teUt! 
will>. Be baa ~ bImIeIt UAI' 
bI ao"oCn!zat\on In an emburNllZlr 
pooIUon, IflleCIaIIJ' U ...... _ 

This is a clipping f'r<a 

~ made acceptable to)'bo' 
tar' win be .1 W&I' wllIl 1/. ......... 

Dt. u tile IIIuo 11,0l0i ooar ..-. .. ~ __ ' I 

page ~- of' the 

----'------~,-.--... ,------..---... ---.. !------------
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\ ~ HIT& DELAY 

IN CURBING LEWIS 
Senator Asks 'Who I. Boss of 

U. S.--John l. lawi. or 
President Roosevelt?' 

tJROESACTION BY CONORESS 

He Asserts Failur. of Execu o 

tin Branch laav .. Job 
for Senate and Hous. 
---\' 

.~I to Tn ltIrW TOU: '!'Dds 
WASHINGTON. June :z-sen.· 

tot Byrd of Virginia aatd today I 
that mUHona of Americana an uk· 
ing the qU~'~1 : "Who 111 the bon \ 
of the Unit 8 tea of America; 
t. it John L. wi. or Pruldent 
RooHveUt;'.... I 

He ))tit the quution and others i 
into the Congreuional Record "I \ 
the Senate completed U. b\WnNii 
late thb afternoon. UnIt.. the 
executive branch takel deetltve ac· 
ticw. in the preeent altuaUon. be 
hold, tho Con..,. ... mm "do the , 
but It can to perform what the f 
Executive branch baa failed to cia.·' 

«What hidden power h .. John 
L. Lewi. 80 that he, and he alone, ~ 
can defy the lovemment of the ~ 
United State. in an hour of the 
greateat peril Uti. nation has ever 
faced '!" M.r. Byrd ... ked. UHu ~ 
the American flag which now tUN ~ 
over the coal mtnH ot America lonj 
U .. power ed prelUge'!" I 

The public .. aa told, )(r. Byr<!' 
lltated, that no .trike could occur\ 
agaJn.1: the UnJtecS stalel .ovem­
ment, that ~tary Icku WU 0p­
erating the minea .. the rovern-, 
ment'. agent and that the United 
State.. wu the employer. . 

"Y.t. today. In the third day of 
the itrike," be Nid, -"The AMoelat­
eel Pteu Z'OporU that 500,000 min­
en remain Ielle. Mr. I.e_ baa ~ 
fled the War Labor Board. He llu I 
ntUHd. to appear beton It OJ' to

l 

negotiate directly with it. Piece 
by piece he 1: obtat~tn: all \'''14t he' 
baa uked tor," 

U )(r. I.e_ ean defY the po 
emment and the tla.g DOW. Mr. 
Byrd .... rted, "bow ean ho lie ...... 
troUed In time of peace In the wi· 

ieanle readju.tment period ~. 
;1nI' the wu'!'" . 
~ Introducecl JocI.IlatfoD IIIzty 

___ daya qo ptovl~ for .. _ ow 
Q;. fl&ht.· " )(r. Byrd continued. "1m. 

r~, fj 'f",,", 1 mediately the varloua department. "" f! r· . ~ I:' 11 tr;the covernm ... t "'ft""4thIo 
• . ~;J lj laU"", aayInJ than£'"' wOula be 

... ~. of ... .., national morale to n-
'q1IItO th_ to flcht who ~ft ..... 

_ ..... 
, tuRd to work and prod¥' c""",· 
, a10 for thooe .,ho .. ere flChtInJ· 

"Tbe wInnInC of tho ...... -
win be delayed with much ~ter 

\ k* of Ute unlea we can control 
our dam_tic atfa1n at home. We 
~ &D)' IoV!l "tI(Ith 

" 
/ 

\ 
~.1 :[~;.-.i 
j() Nov.l.1943 

This is a clipping frca 
page II of the 
N~ York Times for 

Q • 1 -nQ! oS, /?" J 
Ctipped at the Seat of 
GOvernment. 
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Finger Points to Le'fls~_::::;---
~ ... NY .trike ia inexcusable today. But 'lhe miners must retttbi to' wor: Immodi-.a there isn't. shred of plausible reason, .'ely.'· 
let!t it be outright sabotag~. of the war, It is urgent that .n labor leaders lpeak 
for the strike of a half mill a coal miners. out and ... ure the President their IUpport 

Labor must hold John L. wi! respon- for decisive action. -
sible for the walkout, regardless of the The' no-strike pledge -and the entire con-
evident provocations from some of the or- eeption that this ia Labor's war means 
entors. nothing If Lewi! Is permitted to defiantly 

The government, through Ita custodian ,carry out hi!! treasonous program. As 
of mines, Harold L. Ickes, advanced a pro-I' Jlllius Emspak, secretary-treasurer of the 
posal that would guarantee the miners a \ United Electrical, Radio and Machine Work­
substantial temporary wage raise pending I era told the President in a wire, labor ex­
final settlement. The War Labor Board : peet. him. to take "decisive action" to stop 
h,ld already provided for other improve- Lewis and the ''tremendo~~. ~j?ri:~" of the 
menta for the miners in ita decision. Ail· trade union movement Wtil oaeK mm. 
wlge changes are retroactive. It was no MOTW' er, Mr. Emspak sees the issues 
longer a question of whether the minen as far beYond those directly attecting the 
are entitled to an improvement. It was only I mine dispute. 
a matter of bargaining over the margin of I Ii "We.-regard a eutdo,,", 01\ the right of 
dift"erenee and HOW MUCH the improve-; Le,..il; to organize disraptioD of the war 
menta waa to be. To call a IItrike under elort as IIOmething that JllDllt come n­
luch conditions .hows a desire Dot to serve i II gardless of the partiCUlar ~tIlement of the 
the interesta of the workers but complete ' dispute." 

int;;:~~ ii{h: e~~:u;~g~a%y~:e.;;~ I, uDJs o~~r ~~~ =al~:r:~~' '';;*,ith"::; 
!?en~ y."sterdsy said in point blank words, I operators," as Ickes called them, have the 

18 .\~11lg. to ~sume veto power ove~ U.S. ~lightest Ir.terest in the country's aa ty. 
part.tClpatlon In the war. He leta himself I The President is duty bound to act in­
above the labor movement and above the .' lure that our war effort does not falter, 
6overnmen~. The miners mUllt ehoose be-_ I CIIa all loyal Americana will be ""hint! him 
tween their country and John L. Lewis. j" • 

, '; J lU· %.!t. ~ 
I:'f" NOT TIECORD!o.lJ 

30 NOV 1 1943 

This is a cli:QPing· from ---
page· K of the 

ItA1LY WORKER _/. 
Date -~:2 /1 'f~ 
ClippeE!8ttll., Seat of 
GoTl,nunent 
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OPINION v-· I 
Labor and the Administration 'V ':. ".". 

The price·and·wage pi.:ture, which bad ~'l1iereare arrcady "gil> t8Iirl& Jreez: 1be cae 
begun 10 get definiteness and sta!>ility of fog of !!" bas aft"ected ~ . In pOint. It bas beeu 
outline W.i w""l, is once more anyone', pic- ... en IwoWD that • man', productivfty de- rat. job In holding wages In Ifne. 
lure puzzle. The President', h~ld ·the-line 17':!: to • great degree upon bls morale trade-unJon leaden have t-o Iihowing re 
Executive Order of Apr, 8 does out. at workers feel !bat they are getting u,.; .trainl all along fo ~ wI!b It. II 
present writing, look as if it wi!) really bold .hart end of the rtic1:, the r5ll1t will be re- is ~ the mcst """"'1'1 
the line. Labor leaders postponed their judg. fleeted In the Government', getdng the wItfuv !lie Administratioo 01 the bipartit, 
ment for • week in order to get lQIlJe per' abort end of production, This ;, DOt a mat boanI. OD whicb ~, laIoor and govern· 
apective on bow it would operate. Now \hat let of dispute but • fact-lUld • disastroUs men! are represented, Yet It bas 1>O'W hem, 
they see its workings, thry don't like it. And one, pract;cally wiped out. and bas become 001, 
bOW Manpower Administrator McNutt', job. 1 n.. prohlem cannot be ooIved by 1OO1d. a oort of ann of the Byrnes ofIIce, doing til 
freezing males them like the lotal picture Ing workers for lack of patriotism. What job that • few ~ could do. 
e-'en less, ~' feel Is the expression of «perfectly I do not say that tIoe President', Apr,' 

I This is oot a matter of labor' •• dS.,hoes.. ~ple. and basic bum"" impulse of equal. order was 8 mistake. It was necessary an. 
o Nor is it a matter of questioning the main ity. \\ orl<ers. Me other men Wlillt to have courageous. But wbat happened was &" 
Ifnes of the Administration's strategy in the the sense that they are DO! being made to no tlexib~ty was shawn In applying it. An. 
ItnlggJe again" cost-o(·lh·ing chaos. It in- bear the brunt of ""'>nom", mlfering as a the new job-freezing order of McNutt ha 
vo!"" the raising of serious doubts about result of the war. They are willing to sacr!. only oerved to re-a16rD, the in_ 01 COlT. 

the application of that broad strategy In the lice,. but they insist on lOme equality of pJete rigidity. 
ease of labor. oacri/lce TL _ • 

And ODe must ~ember that these In short, the dilIi~ ~ ,......" rM: WLB. StatU8 
doubts are raised u_ by someone as me· ~ a::~"1IJ' ~)Iu' *' M!m/p: What needs to be done is not comple' 
opensibk as ~hn L~~~ by • group ~~. . . . but It will he far.reaching In lis effect 0 

of farm·bloc\; aders who have consistcnth !6at;on AI & he Ji;i$.' . ... labor', morale. The President must, withi 
foBowed the tactics of a pre<sure group.' • problem iii ~ liticaI the framework 01 bls Apt'. 8 order restOl 

1'bev are rai.ed hy men like Philip Mur- adb. _ lICIt ... '" II pmf:m in the WLB as an iodependeDt agency: opera: 
ray oniI William Green and Walter ReutlJCr sychology. ing 1ritbiu lts judgment and diacretiOO, J 

who have, as labor n.. British did not male that mistale. boo.howu that It can be trusted, and > 
leaders. accepted for rom the very beginning they established have the labor }eadtn. 
their IlJernbership a principle of equality of oacrl/iee, and I believe In • trade-unloo _I 
far gr ... ter tne'.lSUre ave managed to [eep labor satisfied and which is national-mindecl. I believe lhat d 
of Government wage o~ldng hard. They dld it partly by leVererea\ interests cI. the workers ..., III )j,. 
control and a far ' ltation of big incomes and by drastic with the Interests 01 the J>8tioo AI • ~,. 
"""'" drastic ocr.p- taxation as well as by labor control; and ~ut ODe ~ust remember lhat labor • iii I 
pinp: of the nadi· they did It also by entrusting the task of m fts basK: thought hablts, wage-miode, 
Iiorlal trade· union administration to trade·union beads lile Er. just .. business Is otiII prolit-JIIitlded, 
weaporu than any nest Bevin. I We can demand greatness of IOldien, b 
labor movement in It is Ilifficult to see bow we in America , cause lhat 10 the military u.ditioo, B 
• democracy has wiD he able to resolve our problems by . bow can we ul greatness 01 labor who 
ever done. dealing gent!)· with the big.in=e gronp' we do ":'" ul any comparable greatness . 

Th ". ld C . . and using • big stick OIl lIIbor That is the our businemnen? 
. r?~,o ase i importance of Congress' fail";e to t·That is the questioo the Roosevelt A 

What .. labor I case? It Is • threc'fold~: the President', $25 000 aaIary Iimlta~ mlnistratioo will have to answer. tf the n, 
1IOe. And the three propositious are aome- ' . ower is not satisfactory, the Admlniotrati . 
... hat .. IoD",",. . , RepresentatU;m runs " risk not only of losing labor', politi, 

1 'I'OOre is a oerious doubt as to whrthef,.· That Js the import.moe aIoo <>f the -con. su~ but also 01 diminishing labor', p' 
i ""en ~ labor IIO<lepls ",,":,plcte wage and; tinued threat In Congnoss that the big tax <L1Ciilr ., the war.-AUx ~ 

job rlWdity, the cost of Iivmg will reaDy be· incomes will be remitted UDder lOWe form Co ....... 'N!. ",,_W r..JoI4< ". 
controlled. The Office of Price Admillistra- of the Rum! plan. That ;, the importance 
tItm (OPA) under Prentiss Brown bas _ of the lad: of llexibility ShOWD by Adutinis-
obowo ~ capaclty to. keep p.rioes down, nor trato; Byrnes in the application ol the Preoi. 
any mfh£ancy in doUlg fts JOb, nor does It dent. freezing order to the inequities In 

j -!banks to Congres.s-hav~ money.for ade· wages, And,aboveall, !bat ilthe importance 

\ 
SO""'. eniorcemen! machinery. Smce the !<If the failure to give labor any real repre. 

; .. .JL.Uollluy gap betweeu purobaaiog lseotation In the Administration, at all 
L I power and the available commodities aI· 10000000000000te with the Big Business r~ 
: ' re.wy exi.'I!lI, ~ to be ~ (fptativ"".in the War Production lI6lfi'I! 
'~~_J3k;:;s" ad£ ar- PA, and l" .... _ -- ' 
, . ~~ ~J,! g;: :":",:r _. = _~:::;z~: .. ' : '- ' .• t . -, . -""--~~ :, - " '.. '. ,~"~'" 
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.' j Lewis Defies WLBI 
At Celanese Plant 

_~fl ~ 
NEWARK. Apr. l6.-John L.~·I re­

ply yesterday to the War Lsbor Board'i 
'(WLl\) ~~and that be ..,d the "nId" 
strike at tiRf\.Cela.nese Corp. plant ben! was 
direct but uDoiI!CiiL 

: Members of District ~ '.:.oited Mine 
\\·OJkeTS. voted to continue lhelr stop­
r:>ge a~ the war plant and reformed tbeIr 
picket·lines. ' 

TIle company, which manufactweo __ 
tial plastics for the Army and Navy. IOld, 
however, that more employes were JeblrD­
ing to worlc, ,and that produclloo was 
increasing. ~dile Worlers of AmerIca, : 
eIO, .. ·bose Jobal teWiI II ramng: ",,",­
firmed the statement. 

Meanwhile, Mayor Vincent J. Mmpby 
. of~.ad ..... reported to have wuued I 

Ro ~ lUb-regiooal or-
, iiDd How~!llh.e IIlOI:bes- UMW I 

oIIiciaI, to call 011 . lmmedWely. I 
. em, who formerly beaded the TeztIIe . 
Worken local, II DOW out OIl ball of $lIOOO. 
accwed of having obtained IDOIIe)' under 
false preboOJeI. - _ 

"I1>e charge ~ him and Mrs. Hen­
rietta PIecIiY. recording secretary 
for the 10caI and DOW a District SO member. 

I 
also .... t on ban, Is thaI they took '1170 of 
the CI(,lnpjpp', fuod ,..hen th~ 
to Lewis. Both oowface granajuiy· ac::tioo. 
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Administration Leaders Re-
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... IIM£.T, 

.. r~ ••• r. ,-az~& 

f_Dan-. 

., 8 "I. Jged. 

_b~.o'. 

, . 

loAf Sled 

:... -,-' 

Agent l'eoe1' ... 4 in8tructioJlll fro. ,_ offilt. -.101Ia' 
. _ .... 8 to •• oure ~e vithn r.por'. of .t.genu _ .... -W­
aD! br1.ng .ame 1JImeUatelT '0 the offio e. ru • .g~t ~il. -,.-r. .... J;:~_ 

Agent, at noon .eoured a rOOm 010 •• 1' to .u~.o'. 

Jgant wa. 1Ul.&ble to set • tD;o~ ,:, 
.-~.~ "';-,:,"-. 
\:~~~c-

haTing :billowed a aBIL ftO lLaI _~~. 
. '. . : ~~>.,/. ;~!fi. --

..asase4 in oomenation with IlUb.1eot in the lobbl ef \b. JIO'~ ... :-~ 
:.- . . -' . -:-.... ~ .. ~.-. 

~ -.r.n' 1t.~ at the ,el-.pone at the Ume of ~e1r.~T:~~;;;.: 
n.&1ne1 n~ Agant_1.D th.1oo1l1l, to oner _b~.o'~~_..:j..; 

..... - .. ;t;: - -.-

lIhUe .. aM4 togeth.r. &sant .It .. ne' 

sa the 10'bbl. .. pa ... ' .. ~ .ad._. 
CortES or Tm /luon F_.XED To,_ .'1'11&. 
"1ru!g~A ~ ~ ... York 1: 

.. -... ~ '. ~ 

.~ -_:r .... ',.. .... -
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PlJrauant to above 

... ~or.ed by ...... n.,; to 4i.oontiDUe aDd proceed to Jar.an 

Oftlce. 

Upon ~ arr1val at BuTeau offloe was informed ~~.'~t,:~') 
. ..... ~,. 

had left the 

i.SO P.ll. 

..,; 
01 t7 on the SS. PRISCILL.L of the 7A.LL RIRR LIn. ~'t 

Agent remained at otfl01 and was later iDBtructri ~'~~;7" 

take tbe 11 p ••• train for PrOvldenoe, R. I., whiah was lone. ' ';,-,..- ' 

it 12.01 A. K. was .nroute to Providenoe in OOIlp&1J7 with 

~e~ tor the plIl"poae of .. eting the SS priscilla at ,.11, 
,-, -' "rr: _ 

aiver •• ae •• and keeping subJect QD4er 8urTlillance. 

!'he train arrived at Providence, R. I. at 4..&5 1. ...... , 

1fhloh W&8 20 aiDutea late and· agents therefore aiased tbeir ooDDeot1" 

~r ,.11 RiTer, PBs. .e then boar4ed the Den train, teaT1llg .. t 6.»0 

L •• aDd arrind in rall Jliver at 6.20 i ••• (standard ~1Ml, &II,· ... u 

taxi to the yall RiTer LiD!! Wharf, Where we learned the )N)at laa4 

_-.utili' 'I I II beked at 6.S0 J.. •• (standard ~1_). ~ 

~ent8 then sot in touch ~~''''141! 

in Ghargs, alward 3. ~ezman, at .ew York, Who 

touch with &gent 1n Charge D&~ at l'J'OvUence. 

PrOTt_ce agent. were ~Ol'lII8d 

= 
.ashington -S- .ew York -1-



, , 
• 

. ~ •• 

} ... 
"':t- '. ~d~~:"""~_ 

r 

.--~D~s~G~,D~BR~RI~.JAD~~1L~B:!!r...!BA~8~D~'~'~R _____ ..!'::-~2~2-~2~2L_..J __ 1 

'treet .ile .xU of the bohl as "ell, agent ob.,n.1 

lon" aner • fn aOlient. oonTeraaUOJl 1ID4 .ent OTor ut .at 

b .. lh Agent _ Agent .atch.4 ~ •• e 1lbat UI 
.. xi; eon .oull 11. aa4 .hen agent tIl.rne4 again to look at .. _t 

he had Usappeared. pre8tl.DBblJ' thrauBh tho .a1Jl antl'alDa 

08 'th "Tenus a8 ~e 4id not leaTe 111 the 33rd Street .14. ent. 

~eni then retnrned to hiB rOO., 1.,.....% 8114 

there awaUed t'urther deTelO)llle.nta, which oame ill the fOD! of a 

out of the betel and 41scontl.nue this metter. ~h1. agent 414, 

lon1.ng the hotel at e 1'". ~ 
Unless otherwlse IJ18truate4. agent wlll. 

this lnTestlgatloD oo.ncluded. 
oonW14't '--, 

b, 

.. <Ie f, .... •• 1'&-.. .,."",.. ~ 

f 

I 

I 



tructioa.· 

... Jork Ci 

...::n.. cw. 

pursuant to Instructions -. 
. . 

b-om :SOston a't '1.45 P.ll •• ~d plea aubJec"t 1IJ14er aurnl11mci.~i-t;-:::· 

reported at Grand CCltral staHon at , 1'.K. and Jo1ned Jgent 

Subject arrind at '.56 F.K. (Standard T1me). accoapehied Q!ala .Ua. 

~hey lIoarded tul, to11owed by agents. and rode to l'enn1l7l'Yan1a .,1;.1 • 

• ant 1;0 their room aner purchaalDg I18veral eve:n1ng papers. 

The writer oommunicated with office and readT'" 

lna1;ruetions to to11o .. subject e1lould he leave town. .as a180 inatruc 

ad to engage room at hotel. Inquired for room at 10.30P.K. an( ... 
. - ~ -

1nfDnled by elerk they were holdiIlg only reBerTationB. 
, -

Surveillance .. a8 continued up to 12 midnight. ald as 

.ubjeot did not leave up to this hour, agents discontinued, as .a 

oonc1uded he was golng to remain for the night. 

w;+ i' 

~4bY 

JUl t~\922 

•• J.~' 
~ .-

Washington -3- New York -1-

AUG 1 ~ 1922 
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~t , , 

<­, 

, -­-
"' 

"I'ft'LE ,..., ca'· "'" 01' ~ 

'r-El-1!5 !.Do 

II 8: iLDKRIIn' AlJ!:LM ~ASILAR (CODE) 

---,.-.-... 
;;--"~ 

Purell&Dt to ~e abaTe laetruotloDa. 'o4.q Jll'oo ..... 

'PeDD87LTaola Botel tor ~he purpoee ef bepiDg lt1IlI~eot 1l1li481" "1''I''.1.:IJA .. ~, 

&rr1'1'1Dg 'here at 8 £. X. aDd w .. J01Ded bJ Agezrt _:::.* . .:. . 
:~ "t#'";' - ." ... ~ ",,"'o!,-,"" .t 11.15 A.X. eubJeot aUsbted ~om 'tbe .1.eTater WI 

• - .<.-.;-~ ....... 

Itt. wife lind proceeded to the diDing room and rlD.ilIad ut11 U _Oil, 

and theD went to 1.he lob by, remaiDed there about a half bour ~16"'lit. 
. .o.:.t- ~ . .? 

Wife and later ",hUed the barber Ahop, later returDiDg to Jlt. reoa. 
/ 

AgeDts lIot1c8d the subJect'a .eoretiL17. while W1t~ nbJ-ect 
• 

OOll8tllllU~ looking around as thOugh 100kiDg ~or a po.a1ble .~ 
"'-..... ~:-.~ 

and agents used extreme oare .. per instructioDS preTioual.y reoal,,"; 

.0 ~at SUbject would not become _are 
ti-

that he was "iJaB 

placed UDder aurT81l1anee. ~ 

It was learned that m!!lbj~'" ii~~~~~~f1~)om 
.,4 Agellt _ then .acured Room 15'16. , '. 

At 4 P.ll. subjeot came out of the aleTator and aQere4 -,he lObbr. and appeared to be lOOkiDg tor aome One. Be later .. t 

Jlia seoretary and Mother aan, and subjeot Jlad a comara.tloD wlth 

'this a&ZI 'for about. • half hour, after which the ..n left, as.' ,--. 
follOwing, whlle j,gellt _ was rema1.Ding at. the botel ill orle~ ~~ 

, ,'''''~ 

•• tch nbjeot. 

reporter tor the I.w York ~llD8s. and be entered *~mir..il~1tGii~ 
.est .. th 8t.r.et and wellt to the thl~ .. :'. 

-- --------_ .... 



---------.~--~- -

. "--". -.;­
----:;' ~ --

---~~- -----

- .-

... -

" 

AgeDt; 'heD boal'4e1 1.10, .p •• , traiD tor ... Y.rlt.' 
, ' . 

, -, 
~. (staD4ar4 ,mel • aDa "portal ,at; ~e&1l of'fl"4 

. • 

• 
.2l" . 

.. - ..... -

:-~ 

.' ....... '-~-

. '~ - .". 

. -.. :" :.z. -
-, 

.• _- _______ .A-



_ - ._~ > - \000;'_, -

'--~ --r_ .... · 

for h~ .i-U~bc1.. Alien., A~l.e\ ltaIIt~ 
. ~ -- '-. 

'~, aniY" ... "w iork at u..10 'P;ri.- Pi' ~~ 
- - -... ;. £~'-' ",- r" _ :'. - --'-1~ ., . . ~··.r.~" .. --'.;,.~~,-

York offiol Of ., arrlT&l t1eoctDtlJlllel 

~~n~!!.{':::·;'·1~ 1 ].t-:'~. -~'1IIIel ~t~h at ~~'P.DDII7~*~. 
DU _ &D4 _ . ..&t a.,S5 P • .., .1III'~tt ~~~~ 

w&U:ea. to lID! _'er,4 til, barber nop. u4 .~ • 

aDd p1lrchaa,d a .. np.per end read ... ~or a lihor~., 

Left tIl.llotel and .aUea. 1;0 the lIull41Dg G 5th A-nnue eD' 
-

SUe8t. walked ~ the 6·Uh atreet entrance and r_ae' \1lare 
. . .. - '1-".:l-.':';' 

~ .. a1.Jlutea, tben walked b~ ~ corner of 5th ATeDll' at ... .Mrilll'l. .. . _. 
aU. tlle U_ lOOtiDg &roUl14 &lid acUDg Te7:7 naPic1ou..l.l'.''''=~''~~1 

at thie entr&llce for about five lIiDUtee, lookillg around, aD4 ... r~J 
. -

tit. e 1Iu.i14.i&g. ;- '. ~ 

.- . 
becauae of hi. lJUapie10lUl aotioDs, and were therefor. Q!~.e 

'\0 .. oertaa What Off100 he eDtered. . ':c·'l'_~~ 
- -"-.... ~...,:-~,- - ~.~~~-. 

.. ' ".10 P ••• ,nD,ect oame out of ~e lnUl.41ItC'.;.~fi~r.f 
. __ .. -.. ~c~;." ., 

a large 7el1.crtr lIIIDila ennloPe 'about "It loDg aDd lD" Wit •• -.. W4b' 
. . - '-''': ........ .,;. , .;.,.. 

~ a;a4 elIHrea. ~e llotel a' '.80 P.K. 17POD aJlt,r1ag 'hellG~\ WZ 
, \ purchue~ :fin Dew8paper.. ;t~'~;i. 
~;a.,-- ,. __ _ : '~~{_'"'lI- _.~ )\ 

""'- At i.to ~ ..... 8Ubjeot al.1&hhd boll tIlle .l.eTa~.Iil~ ~-' , , .~" ~ ;~'a,",,,~ ,_a,. . } -' ,-.~ 

-~ 1l1 • .tfo. r..a1M4 ~alk1Dg to 111. wife 1Jl 1.e1l\7. neD eatarel ... " 
-' ~:; ~ 

"a18tant .&Da8er'. offioe ~or a flw ainute8 aDd r.201ae4 1I.1.-lr1ft. 
tll17 ~eJl ~1IIg 1;0 the dlnlag ro .... aDd at '.45 P ......... t at 

, j lle _ok her for a wan: 111 order 1;0 show her ~e .ight. of aro&4Wq. 

, returDlDg to the hotel at 8.SO 1> ••• aDd go1Dg 1;0 ne1r nca.-.'u"\ • 
. - . 



.... 1.MI .t_.~\.l"\1l..~." __ :, 
'." ~ ; ....,.:-._:-'.,;. -~. :~~~ _: ~ _~::'~?....4:;:,"""~ .•. _ .... '< :_~~-r .. ~ -.:J:- _ 
_ .~ lnIlI'eo~. "'lep~ M ~".IIDI 

~'rz_~iureV---~ate~: ~'+\ ,be ~io. ~;~~~ 
~~ .. , .. \1e0\ len .a\ Ll50 1".LllJlt. ss. DI8cIi.t..l 

.. ',. ," -. ~--- - ~: ~ .-- :';' ,~~ ... p- !,.,;- .,.;-::~ ..... ~~1i!M=:; 

~!", ___ , tiiib Ilie 111.1 •• -.> ''';''', ~ .• C " '.' ," '>".' '-: 

~ 

. .Jgenta left .e. york on the 

.&Ients arrITe4 at !'roT14enoe at ".8& A. ••• 

'oSl!'&1ll HIllS 10 aillUte. lat •• 18 •• 4 OODDeCUODB ior ja1:i .. , ... ~.~ 
8bU.g.' to .a1t 1II1tl1 5.S0 for the next traID.. 1fhIdl 

~ll liinr at ".10 .l. 11. aDd •• tool: a taxi aD4 prOM.e.eI. ~~~~ 
'l; ~ '.- _ - • 

... the wharl. but lurned 'hat aU,Jeot _, left 1.Ja_lIOh 

6 .... JI. (DaJ"t~h\ aaTiIlS ~ I.'" .' '~-'~'~f 

.lPnte remained on ~e wharf ~n '.SO '1. L~ 
..... '--. ran .... to ••• _1Ij.ot leaTe '\he lIoat, and we DeD 'OO_aaJleIltel4 11,.;1..,..., 
- . .,;,- . .... . :.". ~ 

":~lePboDe W11h. 1Ir •• eBllan. ~peoia1 Ag.Dt 1JI Char .. _ 
• # "':;". .-.. "... - . - ,,-

.... lJadn..ta4 to }IrOo'" 110 hOTlICoe a' ••• &seat _1,. 
_ • t '_ .. ~_;-_ 

,.8\ "- l'roT14eno. uil CriTe4 at 10.110 ... w. UI4 wer. 
- -~ '" ~,,--:. "I'"~. 

~ Jla17 .. t j.geDt _ hal 100&tal a.bJ.ot -at '&h. ~Ur .. 

• iTer u4 lad. proo •• 'eI with 'him \0 Boaton. !ben pt 1.& _~;."-~"~' 

41 _____ _ . ____ 1-....-._,,--



t-
~ 

- ;, 

, 
. i 

for lu~ 11-15, iDol. .J.14ernq ~let )lU1larfCo!e' : 
1'" 
!'. 

-. ~ ~ .~,- I 

~ touch with 1Ir. ~eDll&n at I •• york by telephoDe and . - ! 

• 

•• . ~. 

-~-

• 

> 

... 1.IUItracted to returD to ••• York nU. I w .. \0 ~1JI ... 
. . - ~ '. -.-,,< 

itt 1.10 P.L .Agent 

e-o. Boaton, atating 1ibat aub ~ act had JlUl'ohaBad a ticket ~or ••. ~"""'. 

We. Hampahire • 

. tt 1.40 P.lf. agent left ProTi4enoe tor Boehn _4 ar:ri •• d 

at • P.Il. and thell boarded 4.10 P.Il, tor 'Ieirs. lew Hampshire; wiler •. 
. ' .. -:'. -;. . ..:,r 

I arriTed at 8 P.1l. and ~et .&8'ent_ at the railroad staUOII,·who 
:' - '; 

infollned me that sUbject and hiB wife .ere regietered at "i" IIOhl 

~d ocoupied Room 115. ~fmt then aeoured Boom 34 at the 8amelaoul. 
~~ .. ~-~ ..... 

Agents remained on watch until midnight but tailing \0 

.. e aubjeot, diBoontinued tor the 4ay. - . 

;t._.';' ',;. 

.I.t B LIl. agents reB1lJlle4 watch for Bubjeot at the llo*-l. .. - --

It • A. ••• aubject and wi!e entered the dIning room and had bre~ast. 

j,t ;ll A.. •• aubject lett the hotel and walked to Lake 'Iilmepaaa ••• 

~l.r, Where he .Dgaged a actor boat emd left, agents beiDg UDable to 

follow. 

.I.t 1l.20 L •• subject returne! in oompaQ with a ctrl . 

about U learB of age. who appeared to be hiB 'a'tlghter. SUbject.8D4 

pl went to hotel at 11.<&0 L •• and 101llell his wife ... d \hel ~ .. "d, 

t. their ro ... 

Short17 thereatter cbject oame down aDd IIPOke ., \he 

olerk. requesting that he haTe lunoh prepared tor three perso_. . c 

·.l.t 1.20 P.K. aUbjeot. hie wite, and the Sirl o .. e eut o~ 

t--I'" 

---~.-



--~~ ... -,;:--~-!"'=- -,-.- '-'. 
,_ liDUl "a,~ ho lars. WtIlIu ~-se •• _lln~1.J' _~~ 
~'.': ..... _. :..<- ! .~> .-:'.' -' -~~. - -~:-- -;:,: ,- - ". -.<:.--
... ~ alHtn _Il~ 101lel •. -., ... 00 .... ' to WeI,"-. ~ •• 

• ~ .. 0:"',-;,-_:::_-_ -;;;_-" .,. ..... ~ •. - ._~-~ __ ~.~~~~~-T~."'\.....~.....A':- _ ~"'ili:I 

~''''''-' ... m. !t: ~~~~.Il~~nt. ~~~~ .~:: 
..... 11' DlaDa.ltCetner KaRor. JooIllJataal. wo1.no~ 

.,' _ ~ - . , • . "iio ;--~ -:_. 

"IIIiii.'tntame' to .eu·.DooIk _, ... ~ ~ .... "_a. nNi _b:l1"1!IIIIo.l 

,....~- -: . i< :.: -~ 

. -'. \~.-'-~-'- . 

• tt 6.10 ~ ••• 8111bJOO" len \he liotel. JlO1U.. 
. ,~.-

aD! pro .. e'.1 '- tM .eaten 1JDiOIl ~l~b 

and agent DOUd "hat lie .ont a \e1011"1IIIl ~~=~ 

• ~m, l'DIS'!LTlIU ... TORX em-, ._.'3~ 
- . ~ .,' . ~. .". ~ .. 

ill "11 York .oD4q a1gb".' ."..;.-,. ...... -.~-. .-.c4;i;:::;l~~ 
SUbJect t.ben ret.ur"!e! to hi. hote 1 anI at 8.lD I. ... . ->J', 

1l1rel' • PiTat.. oar ltearlag lio.n .. 1~i7 ••• :4 •• 8114 I'~~ -'8l.'l!~ 
.It.1a~. 11111 tbe girl, lrut agenh _re 1IIl&ble to ~UOll .... 

. - l " 

.~_~ .lgM. 
.... -.j:;4t--~ .• - - .. ~ 

.-' ~-.-

>~.,., . c' !'he, nturael at 
, t 

-"t. ' 
9.1.5 P •••• anI it. U agent. t . 

• -"- 4>.-" .... ~ ... 

llabjeot ani m.fe took 'he prl Mol: \0 ller o-.p .Al~ 
, .~ ---

- ~ > ..r.::.~.-::-

--~·"U".:a1;111_1 10r '\he ...... £'....... ., .. :~~ -" . 

.At LI50 ..... reau.t nnollllm .. tor pb~,.~, 
..... a .~' •• :: !u.t, ~1D ~ teaTe ... at So. U J.. •• ud it ... thOlllbt _. ~ 

milt' iKe the __ • SU3.ot 114 act appear ~or ~. ~n.U. ~ _'~~ 
.""'t,~ .. 

8I1bjo'ot ana. .ife came ",0 the Il1n1ng room,had 'heir ~t 

~ l .'· .... 
. -~.~~ 

' . 



~ ~--1~~- -?" ,<~ .... :~--.;.~'": -.--:...-
- .~ -... -.;:. 

' ..... ' . 

tor 1.q Il-~ laol. J.14ernq 

ikiA d Y.1SI ....... ub,eot anll .r. eheobl .. t .~ *1te ';,-:J[l;tS3;;::~. 
;rooee4e4 $0 ~e1r. itauOll 8114 ,uGh"e' ~~ lZ'oaA '~-'~"i! 
.~ u~u'~~- ~"'DO .~.~ .~ 8/u ~L~.1-' .. l_~ 
.~.-""'!5:: .. -- ..... --~--- '.'"''' -, c..~'.~'-' -.~- _ .... ,:,;.. .~. -.- .-.. ~-.:: •. - '\.-;'O{"~"~-.~-'!'i:.-:;;:,."' ...... _ 
trau ..... u _fbll.ow1ag, aD4 anlTei ., ~",."'JL1.e .r:-... ., 

.q ~- ;Z". . ~~ ~.-- '.- _. -.-~:'".'"'t- --,'--_""';.~ ··-_S. ,- '1~ c 

~.:: :';;.' . DpOn ani.Tal a' "~0J2 1IIl'b~.n .. , Irl~ ) __ rt.ea 

"."AU ., .\&uo~. 10111. ~\ ... oU .. ~ WJ.- &;;ii .~"'.' 
,. - -,- --

"e. • 80n Uat.no.,_ut be \. ~e crea' rush .~ t;r&ttl.~ 
- -' " '""-

, - ~-

-.hiDe "lDg lieU .P ••• Ira" 1ID&bl. to ~1l0lf ~ •• lIb2.o, 
<,." 

.. . ~. 

1D.~\e4 our Ohlad~.ur '0 \ak. us '" \he south I".UOD~· "'.'..;lo 
.niTea .t 12.&0 P ••• and coT. rea the 1.2.55 P." Z P." alii 

" 

I 1mmediate~ got in touch .ah \he starter o~ tile 

.e-81;1'O~ taU 3ertloe. &l24.1l8111S • nUable. :Pretext le&rll.I·t.¥'1~~ 
_~bJ.at &124 _Wif' ~Il bun '.en to ~'B~ Stau~ •. o~'-,::.j.:: , 

." , ". •• ;"r 

'".i.-~ j~ . '" .jgeD'ta then telephoned \0 £PDt J)&~ at Pro~14eno ...... _ 
- - ..... . _ ...... - " . ,..:,~ ..... l---:~~r.:: 

"que.tel 1t.bl u coyer the J P." aDd t.05 P." ~ra1J:lB boo. '-•• ':. 
• ~-'<-' ~"""-:-~'''' :;.. - - .~'. ~ .. '. -

.Wld endepor u loca~. abject 011 e1~er o~ ~.&a4 11 IIIlco,...~'; 
.", - -- ., ,1~'f." _ 

~ ~41a~ q not~ .~. 1S:r~~;..n a~ .•• ..: ·'fork. ,,;':.,;;.;o4:~~ .. 

. ;; ...... ..i' S.5.o P ••• AgeDt . ..,roce~4e,~':!:;rt;;~:~!F 
.agen~ Hla&1Dedfw ne -.lD I'.L U .. 111g a:rr~It.u, ;:~ ... 
... , .. ~, P:roTlleDCe _I aln .. lfh.\heror JIOt ._lib ,ee~ 1iiaI-_ :-fan 

, . . -- ~ , .. '-. ~': .• ' :~'-~."'''+'~-:-'~~~"'':.~~~~~ 
.. J2 .s. ther Of '\he alIoTe _.el 'tZ'&111a.' -: C~'''.· ;"- _ • .,'~""" • '.:~+~~ 

;. . - ......~yY'. ~-;;-

.~ Agent _ariel the _.1-0 P." U'a1. &Dl ._ hoY1&.;e.:~ ,.. 
- . ~.. .~"-

... 1.JIfo~d 117 &gentB lIaly .. , _ tIlat nbjec'''' 1.oeaMa . .., jill. 

I 1' ... 'ra1a hoe Boe~n. Bcheduled to arr1n 1J2 .e. 'ferk a' .~U-P.2. 

- - _-"'" _.ri:_ .'_- _ 
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PHIUDELPBlJ.. 1'£ • 

L 

l 

J. Burns. Jlsq •• 
Director. Burean at Iuwst1gatiou, 
Depart.ent o~ Justloe, 
WaBhlugton. D.C. 

Dear Slr:-

unJrrrol- IIRo HOOVER Ie 

copy of IDforlll8.tioJf ~ 1 
d .10 the suggestion '-' 

forwardIng 1 t ~ ;YOIl . ~ . .-:.. -

In add1t1 on. I am f onrardl ng to ;you '. ~ ,~~- . 
other 1nformation received by telephone In Mr. 
Lewis' rooms at the Be~leTUe stratford Hotel whioh -
we Inte.oded to wire ;you later 1n the 48;y. 

until farther Dot10a. these 4al3,7 
~'f9 reports Will be seat ;you by SpacIal Del1Ter;y. 

~.,~k-( 
.dlsdt; Ie - 1.Mr 

at ."aw.T1OtI COIITlJIED 
."EII ., vceuSttnED ~llLtOPf.rlrrl 
Mf£M SMOW'I cmtEft&1 Lt. . - • 

-. 

-- JIijIk-- -

-. 

L_ 
z· G 
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.-- - ----~- ~ -, ---- -----";--, ~ 

• • • 

~-......-- ----,-- -- -::--~ ....... e-;:~' .. "'.=_" ... Z~;IIII_s;:["·::;~;:?_;~ •. ~.,~.7' 
.- -, :.~~ ., . 

. .. -

, 
~ ,. 

.r 

., i~u 'd. 7"~"'4q _or WIn.to. CAtaD ~. 
. • - - -.... JtI' .... 

:.. -_.a 

~~ mJI DBSRI nu 00111. ona AI DI .. OWDX .. ;\;, ...... 
. -'" -;-<! ,.:..:..~.;..-•. -

U!D JICR.ln JD H.l!.utDIG 11 U8KI.fa. aI .... 1:1 ...... 

un IJPLUU!IlIo AD SlID 

At'" 
C.lu.D .... 

UC&ITID ~ KYERY!lIIm WtIlXI.; '.ll!-- _ 

UD;JD un .CJfDDBH .OTTIIlIS DOW no-' WILL.leu 0 ..... -. .. ... '. 

fII COIl":m-:;JCE Bon COAL OPfIU.!ORS D:un,; V1'. UUcts nUL,,'" 

~~ lIat. At 1:26 1' ••• D5!KRllAT KARRDLU IUIOJjL un ClUB 

WAS .O! !lmRE lOW J.Il) toLl> I&I'I& fO C.ALL KIJl Df. 'au ,.a. .. ~ 
nmrJlon I!OC&TlIoU SlI. At 10:10 , ... 'DS'RIm.lY. 

CJ.u:IlJ l!I3. IanB ll!GARDIIQ ILLIIOIS IUlIUIQI. LaIB .~B 10 tiU: 

• PI JIj'fD!. ~DD PeE JIll. ZUllO. 01 I!RID ,AD I.alI .". 

WOUJ3) .O! ~l&Ct1as. AI U,&o , ••• 

• onJlllUtIQI lID aYU. 

., 

.. 
; 

• 

-
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-------------'----.----'------.. ------... ---....•. - -
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r - - -- --- .... --::- - - --- ---=-~~~~:J .... ai2': ... -.~. ;,. 

I 

\ 
J : 

Q Q , 

ClWdIlID .CB I!RID !.,nallS " nacO! fJI norau ~ .. _-'~::. 
/- . 

at a. ~ Itcl' nnsnn.lu UIUl(w) aBPCJalB '~I fJI III .11 Ie 
)I 

... £C'fUUI.l' " ICIlX 11 'OUR as lOIS !DIll I1U_ ltca' D- 2 HI AI 

.lmOO~ L&llOIS'! BUQU »U IICIUII llEl I!RID ISJ.I I!Qf •• 
• 

• ... ACtuALLY rans tuTB oars U'!IU .ita II WIDII ftUli 
I i 

I'DC~'! or JIUl,L Icm::IIG PCBel 8'11 j;)r:. I . . '- i 
8l'1J1U8D UIDlO.ll) lruuas I.! WIlE 1o'!QltII DLlo ... IoU, ~. L' 

.,; .- .... ~ 

.... or auDitl .. 

_OlD unDIIlD W,llIns fJI AURIOJ AIoIO aPCID 8CIf ~lID 

.AUIJII, notnCl AID 81'"1'" &Of.IRDl IftCIUL .cm "J)lS soan 

IftQ lUna AID .dUD ~') DOl U D ftII an BrI dlI.t ftI . , 

nor1U.' I~ lUI EI'I~ II T.DnDJ.Y', 

,II"UW AI .1& I.I tOOOH WItH all. An .01 I. nIr.lHL.RU 

UC&1fKD flIU1lOl3 D8U11 nOli anc&ao RA! 'OIDI)~ as ecm:. we 
"~ 

axI.ol~ QI aAtu1IIIU ~ COIP.ncl HO! JIISIUAI DJ.1II'" ",. 
hl&"OD ... acm:1JI.t, no 1'10 II") .xu cmOdO ~ 

.... MUD ft WID !ilIa .CIl.IIS to CI:JC:t BIB JUDE 1101 'iC •• BM'1 

..... D IT ICIlJ loa loaIl ccweUIDD .At 1BLI.aY1B 1ftJ.!P\mI .O!m. ... 
YJafJD.lT .A~ 'In ftIJtft •••• H.&!a&J!S IITI:I IRalIIO .UDI AID 
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,"-ERD WIlli CS" on.T.WJ) m'ill. CMI. 1IIJ1 •• -.0 ••• AII ~. 

1OC.lHl> .c.JIB18.1 IBII IIIlIDt.I WIlli ~lI!BIDt ......... _':":0; 
.' -.- < -

ID~ CIl m.JQI.lD .tar -.-. 
. ..,. :" 

I'EJiKdll to U1' .Ulima; .u.t. 'I! :raa '.A!UUAT'."'. -.,,' 
.~ •. 'l!-- .•. 

W&L!'OI BaUI. I!'JP At 'tOt !lila 1ICI!IIJ8 I.x.. or OOLUDVI .10 .'U­
~ SATTS .uaims tooon I~CDlJVI, !BIll AIIIJ8 D jlftlDI 

~..u;u, ., to.r"" Lhll nap Ln11 AIDD_17 D U]) "AI 

Ul!HUIJ ft')._nop _LU» D IIIIDe DrlUfCalll SUI­

APOLIS Ull ILLmOIS au UIJIQ malD 1"11' lnIl !OL"D_ 
1Il.&.' a Lnla BS B,)LD u.: A C QlPP"'-:B U lnsxn j,J]) IWI.D 11&0 ~ 

"rInD A." '(Jl n. WIDI. !Wun 'oal ..,.. n(W .u 111M iIuI 
"'IS 

BI ReS: to IIJ!.I,QI .lJl) ~~ BIll If US UP ~ nK .lID IXPaBlSID • am I 
If • .d QlT »m.IO.lD .UIIAfl ell .tar IIftSWIGE cou, 'eL.. .r; I 
'OUI .m !II U8m at 00I7Gl101 IOOU> U .lIIJWlJ! .O!B to ooBmcm 

AmI Gfa.t" • .&aU DQVOfI ~ onutcaa au IUWDI. D» .1' 

1DA.I armutnD 1!Ol' OOftIWB QuaU WILL CALL yOU IAtII .u 1001 .AS 

I DB ft')"f!a aQvori I0Il11 BUD t'J 1ft 11 toVC. WIlli 8Ji1,c. 

Dllol D tiS 1~ at 1'8 ODlJBl)J.Y I'fUIS ltor At 1, .. ,..~. 
DS"IIDAY..-CJLUD"CII DIY'S!: .un .liD]) IonII U l.,t.WQI 

(~ i: ! ~ . .. --
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tENv 

•• w·· ... 1.. 

Tnu •• Cllu&CTD ... tMl, 

U U: ALD"!JZn!' DnB'f lWSILJR 
(Con!14.nt1aL oot.) 

eonUl1u1!1g &bOYe 1l1"e8"~IP"~'" . , 

.. 

h I-C.....-

and w. 1Nre 

SUbJoct CIA hie wif. "app'oaroa ill Botel 101lb7.t 'Ih"J1IIi 
. - . .~~~"""''f 

~U11Dg rOOm. LoaviDg, they .ntered the -Ilotel 10"7 

Jl!'oo .. 4ed to oashier am reoel"ed hie Ull Whioh aIIOlUltel " .u ... ' -",. -.~ 

'then returned to their room and appeared at 8:150 .a.. •• wUh •• ".r&:L"'IIU:8 
.- ", 

_d walked to PODIl81'lT&Dia Station Whero they lIoar4ed the •• tr..,oUtu 
-""' .. .,:; .... 

~" .Wl:Preaa to niladolphia, arr1Ting at Philadelphia at 11:00, ~~.... t 

" .. 

~v1Dg fi_. I 1f88 relieved b1' JgelltS,... aDd.- aDd .... .,r<, ...... Jld 

to Philadelphia Offioe where I was directed by Mr. Walter C. ~~!r~ 
. "- '\" 

lIpeoia1. £gont U1 Charge. to remaillandoont1l1uonr .... Ul8Il .. etiir. .... t 
'" . ~~,.~: ":-

when he left town. J.t.: 00 P.ll. I was 41rected to proo." to '''1l~ 

. ItraUordllotel and relieve .£gellt_ and bke lip watch ~.~ .• uJ!ot 

with jgent_ Information had been reoeived :trom a oonfi4eJltlal 

.ouroe that eubJeot would ~.ve ~or .ow York betwoen 6:00 lII1il .:OO~ ••• 
- - ~ _.. _ F. -;. .~~." I 

Ed would go W the llarriJa&D lational »ank, ~4th U. aDd 6th .A..-nU, ~o; 
llo14 • co~erenoe w1th • and 

. I 
.&.t 6:60 Z~ .. ~11- I 

leot left Jlotel hurriedly withOut any baggage, accOlIPan1ed by _ether ! 
::- y-: 

MJ1 wh08e .eaorlptlO%1 :tollows: .5 ;year8 Of ~e. ~, 10-, "O,euaa.cDl'i 
olean.haven, aedllDl browll hair; areUed in gray .u1 t with .tr .. hat. 1 ! 

1ErO£.:t! CoPIES Df TIllS IIE.OIr r ua'I$H[D 

IIfQIIIA HOb COIITAIII£Il 

"". -

' ... '_. L.. .... 
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-1-

r---~~---------------------------------------------, 
ered taxicab and 4ro~e h~r~edlY.to_Penn.~: 1l·a8~a:~:n: ~~_~tt 

SUbSect purchased tlokets and .aUed to traUl. ADoye .... ar1D8a. ~"'.Il I 
. . . I 

train while eubJect rem&1.ned on platform, lOoking toward pto aDa appear-
. ,-:·"4-:'·" 

lZlg nervous. He boar4ed train afier 1 t atarhd. !'h18 e.PParont~ ... 

~one ~or 'the purpose Of asoertaining if he was being followe4.1I)01l az'-
... -~ ... ~ 

~
rlV1Dg 1D ••• York at 8:00 P.M. I was Soined by £gents .alAIIIJ

I Subjects boarded taxicab and r~e W ~th St. and 'th .a.n.o.ad 

ontered Harr1JUn .aUonal Bazlk. There W&8 a specIal offioer and two· I 
civilians waHing at 6th Ayenue alde of bank for aubJect and .... on &8 

, 
they 8Dtsre~ all the doOrS were locked. .a.t 9:00 P.». 1 41aoODt1Da.a, 

leaY 1.!lg jgents_ 

• 
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- .. - -- ------- --- --- -~.-"---:---

(I. y. I'ile 

o.n WIlEI .AD(: I'anoII fot WIIICIt .AD(, IEPOIT 1lAD[ IY. 

'/!7/!! '/25/,2 
T~ .. Cua&c:Tu • tal. 

-.m ~ ~t .... Tork: 

Continuing abon 1Dnstigat1on, I reported at p~~;~~ 
- .... - . . "e~--::,,-: 

Sub~eot and .u. ""'~I 
•• ,,: • # ::-~ $. : .... ,J' 

-.01.&1 at -':00 .1.)(, and found .&gent 

.~ ':50 .A.Jr. fhey entered Botel Uning rOom at that t1me _aD~.!,:p_:~~ 
. ~ • :\ r" . 

J.. •• they came out and .ere approaohed by J.gellt _ of the .a.h~on 

effice of :sureau. Sub jeot ana. above named jgellt oOllVeraed for abOllt , 
. " ': ~ - - I 

~lTe alnutea 8iDd .eparated. SubJeot then returned to hie rooa.-"~ ... t. I • 

• ere later 30ined by Agent 
~ ~ .. ~.s._ . 

At 2:00 P.K. I proceeded to .1-
floes of Bureau and d1seontiDued. leaving igentsllllllll and 

-... hh. 

,,. ----
-- -- .. -.e- york (1) 
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,~ pe. york, I.Y,: ::;'.'ii$.8 ~ .v?-\ 7~ 
pu;U: !o:a~d hr. qe~ lD ,;:~.~!~~. 

- - -.'--'!"-' . 
•• J. ~lf. ~t .ubJeot .a. be ~o .rn .... 1D ... nzt alii ,. ,la •• 

Ida 1lDder aurulllame upon ur1 .. al. £8ent 

»llroad 8hUon. aDd co"ered all 1noo~ ~ra1nll 1rom ..... !lIt •• , 

"~n wae racelud ~bat aubJeot .ould arrhe on ~he Conlrea.loaal, ·~o 
• --, ~.!., • 

• ~l.Ue4 tue at 9 P.Il. Beatem Mandard fa.. Alant rema1MI 
~ ..... 

00"er1J18 'liralna at the PennBylftllie Sta1;1on anA £lent _.81; 
train .~ .anhattan !raD6fer. 

~ . ,- -. ~., ,~ 

.&'Ii 10:00 P.Jl •• tra1n arrhed .t !'e1mll11 .. aD1a . 

l1atlon. wtth aa.bJ&ct .Dd wlfe ~ .eoretar.f. and .ere 'eelgnat •• to 

.. 111 Alen_ •• a thQ arrhed at the at.Uon. .At Ulla tt. % 

Jo1DB4 Alent ~d ABent 

&ubJ,ot .D! Par11 prooee4e' to anter ~DIJ1 ... aLa 

Bend an4 .ere a .. lane' kite 1506-.&. Aaent then conneote. wUb 

aanau office and reponell abJect ta locatlon ani w .. .1olD .. _---

A&et at 10:30 P.1l •• who lI1Iased ~oCllll at Botel. ~ei't .. ~ 
r_luea on .. tah anU1 11 P.1l. ~ _bJao~ 114 aot le .... Q "t. 

~ U ... writer aDd ~ent _ U"oontlnue6. le..,1n, Alent 
- - - - - - .• - - ~-< - -

8t 'lihe B~ el • -.J..~_'i -10 
_ ... l :.., .. 

cwo ct· 
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aubJect under pret.xt 

to be 1n tbe CU1' 

.j .... ~.~ .. -~::'~'-:" ~:... ( 
~8161 ;,...,. . 

.k 

, 

CoAf14ent1al .. ~~.r; 

,_ n. ,.?~ ,·~,,·'t£';i·&,. 
UI" - ". ~"'-, 

.. '.~ -." -'~~'. 
AliDI.lI • .... m "me •• ld 

ane ascertain, if po.sible. how lona k. espeo~el 

qent fOlUld alloJect w .. DDt ill Ilia roa.~ tile 

Kohl, ht he was located 111 ~h ••• 11;1118 rote aUt1D& 011 a 11-.zl wl1al 

Ilia .1fe &Ill! Iecuta17, presumably, 1n oon'Yer .. t ion. a ... 10 ~ere 

~or .Cllla time. then proceeded to the Barber Shop aDil r.tuJUlI to the 

~obb7 anll 8Ccospan1ell 01 h18 w1fe, proce.ha to ibe1l' ro_, 160~4, 
~ .. -" 

8I1b.1eot stated he .a. too lIlU11 to lrant aD lJIte%'­

'Yln, (which 18 4.~b1;!a.l) 111110 0011.111 poe ai 011 siuone tomono., and 1t 

&g.nt .oud oall up ~ time afier Jl1n8 o'olock ~o.orrow. aa.lIJlct .olll4 

~orm him if be car .... to lie 1nteniewed ana at what U.I!J ~IJG"1 -, 
flUi _i'tab11ib6i ,he :tact that he .Ul no !Dubt remain 1ft •• w I.~t 

""er tomono •• ! 1-':-':'iq-'~i - II ; 
0",' ! ... ~"'''' . "!.On 

caee oontinll8d. 

flE' " 

-



~ .~ .. ---.----
( __________ ~___________f 

lMh'\lO~ lone of 

.... york, a.Y. 
'II1"L&: .... CI nh IUC OIl" eM£; 

"lh4. thee Ull ':16; 

Jlenn-Z1TaD1a BhUon. 

•• UM IIp Office aDS ... toU to .. · , ••• 
" - ~"," ''!lOt-, " 

.&~ E'Onul1 ft.nU ~a~ 10n .~ ~.Jrt ... 

• Del pu them ina1irllCUOllI! n ADJect. ~ent the 
"- '. 

"tune4 1;0 the Con1;inen1;al aD!! .aihd Ull 1O:26.;Oal1" attM';." ,c" .}-
.:-i.- -41-' ... "". ~"~ .-- .... ~- .... 

,.: rISl.1;erec1 ~ere and .taJ'ed aU night, B.oom U76. 

Ca. e 0 om lzme 4. 

'.~:- -

'/ 
:,'~ '-::~~'-J:""-'.--

- ,'~ ":;~'/"- . . ~-:-. 
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--~ ... 
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4~ ... fork, •• 1.: 

. . 
~e. ill Ollar, •• ~, IUJ ec~ ... eo.e to arr1n ill ... ~Nk .... 

- .-=-,,- - - . -;. 

»1&oe 1L1a.1lDIn 811ne1UaJlU Qon arr1~ ... ent FOo .... ' .,_~ . 
.." ._ _ _ '. ¥ _ '_ ... ~,r>_. 

:1"nM7hanl •• 11%oa •• ~aUon u4 ooyerel! all 1JIDoa1D.a tn_ ",,_ 

8:G 1',)( • 

. 

At I:U.,.. 
~ _. ~ - .. ..r~ 

......... 4~ ........ 1UIt.aA ...... -.. -.-. ,..----­
• 

_0 

IOJIJeo~ anI! )I&l't7 proo.ah4 ~o e'er 'lihe l'MIlQl.,an1a KO~'l a:Il4 .ere 

... 1 .. 1 .He 1606-&. ~ut thu olllllmlU1ioahii .Sill ittl __ .. '.~ .. 

aD4 nporh4 iNlbJeota 1001l\1on anI! .. e ~o1n.1I 117 ~ent"" e' 
'10110 1'.Il •• _0 -lIPS.II roCIII at Snel. .tech ~..a1De1l ... ..,tok 

AUt 
8Irtll 1.1 P.M. .. ,abJect .14 not lea.,. ap 'liD Ul1a U_ ..... n •. :.5 lilt 

~lUr t1aocmUnue4. 1."1Jli Alen'li • .te~ acoi 

= 

. . . 

ca •• oont 1rld4. l (' r 

'oJ' . '- . 
- "" nas ....,... "'''' __ .. EI'.., ...... a_1n8tOIl I; ... ~ .. "' ... 
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liE: AlJ~I;~l Al.f~1' 
Con fidenti &1 II: at ter. 

Botel. 

Z;.Y. -File BO. 
42E , 

PD'tIOO"Oft WHICH ..... D£ R£POtIII'T MADE aY, 

7/25/2.2 

.' 

,. -
- ""- - r 

I£N£I/~l 

AUG .~ Iq?2 

oiN;~@!!~~e jCUIJI, 
of subject at 6:00 .l.Il. at the l'enIlaylv81ia 

7:15 A.~. aubj~ct ~d ~s ~if~ ali~hted fro~ the elevator and proceeded 

to e..::.d ez:.e:-cd t!:.e di=ir.,:: rc:::: .:!:.e:-e the;:- r.e.d t=.eir breakfast. S'.:.bje 

az:d l':ife c~.e O".1t of t!:.€ o.illIli.\)8 room at 8:10 A.1:. subSet then 1IsUed 

over t:: 1o=.e cEs~i€r' oS .'::',.1100: 8!'.d ~aid his bill and checked. out of the 

he tel. . " .f:'- • .l>- • 

I'h!.laiel~r.ie, les..-1::.g lOt 9:00 A.l.:. J~-li:::ht se .... i::g time, being kept 

l.t 4:fO I.~. 

.;ri ;;er 10:-.:1 Age!:t "". .- eturned to 

S}:Eci 101 ~er:t I?: ChlU'ge Brennan informed : 

me th!:. s ... c:ect l':£S le- .... 1:-.2; for !iev; York e::d thet he Vlo'J.ld arrive on thEI 

5:00 1,1:. fiam from fhpaaelphie, Fe. aLd would arrive at the IerLn-



( t'i 

-t-

8/1/H 

Ing at the entr~ce of the baLk OD 5th Ave. aide end rusbed 8ub:eet 

aL.d. i:.i s frl end into t!::.e bank ani c lD sed tbe doors at once. At 10:10 

I aubj€c'w 6::d his frltr.d c!l:.e :J~t of the bank on :i:;c.st 44th str. and walke 

I to E.i:. AVE. a::d 43;d Str. e::d. bos:rd.ed a cab !!Ld t::..ey J!rocee.1ed to :penn-
I 
's;rl.aLia '»€Jo"';; w:::'cre s~bject m9ie re.'2E::-vatlon for UlW€r Berth ·;10. sub-

ject's frie::::.~, ;:r.r ,=52, L07 i.r 3erti #12. SUbject tried to get lO\1er 

ea::=- ::ne J "i d. tile ir O~.r: f~€. I then resde reservetion for Agent 

tot :: :00 .1..1:. train left for I'hilale l.uhia 
, 
, cr.'; It" e " "'." " - , ,'" .' . .; I g,,;....I,..... ~. -- ..... _ ......... _v ___ .... _ .... 

"-.. 

u .. 
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.HOIT IIbDE AT DATE WHE' IhoE, PElIOO FOI WHICH IIIADE, 

'1J'-r; :9, - '. --
TITlE AID CKUACTEJ Of CASE 

I:: 3.";; J,;.-,':'.:":.:::: £:...:::....:::: S,;.,sI:.,C. 
(I;~ coc.e) 

c ~::. t iDu.i Dr o~.. :t e t :t:roceec.ed to ~be Gran:1 Ce 

tral Stfti:>n, arri'rir.g tt~re at 7:':"C F.L, ELd jOined A€,ent~:for 

tb. F~P' " k", i", ,ro,,, t =i'~ m"i)j,::;'~' boi", <",,,to; '" AU ,,,FOIl" ~ TI~N W.,1\IIi 

on tr.!! 'I :,,!: I._. tre.::.n. milo" IS ~nE.D 
MTI'" ~8Y~ .~ 

S'Uc~ect le~t trf-ir: at '1:5£ 1.1.:. l~tenj,Erd Ti:..e) accompan1ec b; 

Penr.~; lT5:.is. E.::tel. Af.;r:"t~ f~llowe.J. i~ pri~E.te taxi Eo. 0'72910, II. Y. 

tiwe 5'UbJect did not veDt~re out agein. 

Jul::25t:::: C~r.:in:;,ing on -,!'.e above ce.se, A[:nt e.rr1ved lit the 

l'enr:.s:clva::.ia E.:'tel e.t 7:~C A • .:.: •• acco:::panied by .... gent _ Subject 

left hiE r0,):: acco::!'FJlied b;, t.i6 wife at 9:50 A.i.. an .. entere;;, the Rotc 

din::'n[ ro.):: f;::r bre&::fsst. Ca::e out e.t h :,)f. ..... 1:. and WaS approe.che':' 1 

.. asl:iIlf;;0~ o::'::ice ",1:.0 interviev;e':' s'Ubject, an':' Et lO:~C 

A.L. .. "Dt hac:: to tis roo::.. At 2:35 f.:". ca:.:.e c.ov;n and entered the 

,,:,te1 bE:rtsT shop. Cc e o 'V: &t 3 :CO r.!-., bouf'tt 13",:..e cigars ani et 

3:0£ F.~ left Eotel en~ welked to b. 4~tt St. anc 5th Avenue. Be ft 

1r. fro:::t 0: t!:e o:~ice b;;,il6.ing et !:27 Fi:ftt Anu:.eEt tee E. 'Htt St. 

entrELce tiwe he keFt 100£ 

tf2-~9fF/-: 

RUERE.CE CO"r£SOt THIS Rt'"ORT FURMISHEOTo. IIE:..B:::r'it:1: 

ORlGL"AL 
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then t~lked to the oarner of Fifth Avenue. looked around again and re-

I turned quiokly and entered the above ment10ned of!1ce building at 8:30 

P.y. Agents followed, but were UDable to reach elevator on t1me. sub­

~ect left here at 4:10 P.M. and had a large envelOPe about lO~ % 14W. , 
I ! He walker back to Hotel, purchasec five newBpapers and went up to h1e 

room at 4:30 P.M. Subject came down again at 6:40 P.M. and entered the 

wife 1n lobb; and enter.d the Hotel dining roo~ for lunch at 6:50 P.M. 

I C~e out at 7:45 P.U. and took a walk with his wife, ehowing her d1ffer­

I ent points of ir.terest, and at 8:30 P.l~. returned to the Hotel. ,Agent 

IdiBcODtln"J.ed at 12:0] midnight. 

I 
I 
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Ilrpat1nttnt Df Jusfur. 
LnIUlJJf~~ 

1'.')·BOJ: 451 
l"HILAnl::LPE IA 

• 

) 

,'lul 

D1VlS~ON 
j - ---) /"'I 

"-/ '-----

AUG 3 1922 
r..:. J. Burns, Esq., DIVlS10li 
Directo)', :3\lreau of In'l'eetigation, 
nerart=e~+ of Justice, 
Ws.shing:on, L.e. 

Dear Sir:-

I 8!: 8ttacnir;g heret:> renort of Snecial 

A~ent dated July 29th & 30th 1922 eD-
o 

tined "ilI~IHOJ: COAL .,7RL:1-JOm; L. LEWIS". 

\.~ 
.. IJ/J 

Respectfully, 

~ <: .. ..!:::;a,.--=.-e ::-­
WAL'I:::R C. YO.3Tdt / - --, 

Special Agent in Ch8r~e. 

• 1 - ~84t1f 

\ b,IJ'3 - ~1Qtt 
~"""~~~~'o - _.3.'-· 

/.2-r? 
/ 



• , 
• 

I .' 11 

PhU 

BI'f01lIlOOS 

I.t?-,.;)..~ 

JCEN L. LEWIS at this writing is st111 at the BELLIVUE-

STRATFORD HOTEL the District pres1dents 

have eone hOme. 

th&t the hatchet was buried and both agreed 

that an invitation for a joint conference of ~ne Workers and Operators 

of the four Bituminous ~tateB wOQld be issued in a few days but ay 

latest information is that things are not going just right and I also 

.ee from the newspapers that the indications are that the soft coal 

operat:)rs are not wUling to Ileet in C CIl:ierence. 

Er-n::ES COAL is very Bearce here in Ph1ladelphia and thoBe 

few local dealers who have any of it on stock immediately 'amped their 

price to t16.00 per ton - the regular price be 

and were allotting it 15 and 20 tODs to each 

~t 8:40 AU - July 29th 

on the telephJDe bat he talked to 

told 

registered at the Nb.TIO;:.--L Ha:r~ IN WAsEIN::'TOr; 

and .7 per ton 



( 
7/29th;30th - 1922 #2 

~uly 26 th) and thf. t if LEIflS was in a position to be sura 

and play wise as Jk~ was up to something. 

It might be well if the Bureau w~ld find out Just who 

JAat: is and I respectfully refer them to our telegrs.m 01' July 28th 

in Which I mention a number of LEWIS' associates and others 
..2' ........... 

that were in oo~.cation with ~. It will be noticed that I 
. ...44. 

mentiond. LEWIS A in omm:wicat1on with a IIIB.n name d 

occupying Room 607 at 

Is, as my 

the W.A1TOl; HarEL - Philadelphia. 

~ports wU1 show, 

He is also registered 

at the ~TOn HO:~ here in phil&delphia. 

cElled and LEiiIS said that he had a talk 

with a party but did n~t mention that party's name - saying that they 

have no sense at all further adding th&t he, LEWIS, thought that the 

president ought to push this thing. told LEWIS to 

have a talk With the other perty in New York and also tell them to have 

"the old 1IIIUl" Bend _ a telegram telliz:g hlm to oome down 

at once b~t not to say that LE¥iIS said so. u:ms ssid that he 

would Aa thiB and said that he would tell HOOVER and 

the rest of them down there a few things. (we think that "the old 

man" mentioned refers to president Harding - the Bell' york man means 

At 1:16 PM - MR. LE~IS called in jew York 

&nd asked LEWIS if there waB anything new and LEWIS 

said he could give nc encouragement but that he was waiting to hear 
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~rom the President. etc ted that when he heard from the 

president. he would call him again. CR. LEWIS 

him it waa perfectly proper for the Preaident to UBe hie influenoe 

about the conference and that HOOVER ought to know this fellow 

1e .aking a mOnkey out of him - thinks HOOVER ought to know that 

this ms.n iii in the way. llo aameB mentioned. MR. LEWIS s&14 -

was going to talk to him, 

this afterno·:m. 

.At 4 P.l: •• Washington. L·C. called JIR. LEnS 

aaid PreSident now does not .ant interstate conference • ••• 

york war-ts it. said he thi!:):: that the Preaident ought 'lio 

call conference and make mel: come in and that _ 

1t o~er. 

can put 

At 5: 05 l'!.~ - Pittsburgh calleo and aated i~ there 

was anything new. lffi • LEVi IS said nothing startling. They made 

him a proposition of Old ;,age and he turned them down. (The -0&11" 

wUl be about the 7th in meuland) 

At 5;:30 PC - called LEYiI S • lffi. LEWIS 

talked to Bew York. ~ot there but at his home in L~Dg Island 

so u:;'iIS talked to his .secretary. llo progress on thing. Expect 

reply on his letter to President. ~. LEWIS said he thinke HOOVEt 

feelB as if he were left out. GOing to put It up to him on Konday. 
7/30th 

At 3:35 ~- called L::::\';13 and iDVi ted both he and 

MiL.;. Li::WI3 out and e6id he would cell for them at ., 1\:. 

At 4:15 ~ called LBI'ilS - He said he (Lewis) 
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had a wire froID as to the condItIons here and that he 

expectec to issue a call OD Tuesdey • 

• 
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DlVISlO]i 

~e 1nfar-.tloD OD the four 

_ ,:,~''''':. -- - - .. 
",,&,a J: Yiah to atete \hefo11owtng: (J.. -.r __ 0 

- J • . . 

~ ...... t8·a -t willh to ID!orlll 'the ~arel!ll ~t t ~e 
o 

tIoD lIIlppen~ 

---. i--'-' 
).. J.t 10: 20 .... U- WaahiIlfton D.C. Of! 11e4 4Il the 

o ._ 

'.-_ ... __ -~.. . ",,". i- - " -.c. '. ~-... 
. • ~ 'taltal w eUher Lewis or (Ill all ~n>U"b 

-!";.;i.' '1. • -.,' '.-," ~~~':-
_.1.ew1.~ '!1 th~ ~ureall ~nB1aerB 1t neceBsll17. these 

lIIe.8l>gea could be very eEsily ct.ec .. ed up). !he person 
-1- -,', . .... - _. .-' ...... " 

IDlv .Bd :Of t.be wire _U 1he atrike _8 now .p w"WLfiI 
....... ~~...;\- ... -.. " "" ,',--,---

l .. e"hlg of «luree the Secret8T)' of the 'freulZl7) .-g-
-f • - . , 
~'ai •.. tUe U-Is 1.1 he 1raD tell - .th6t he baa b.en ~~. 

jt;::;cr ~;~ t:~i;t1Z;:~ i;J~~-Z;,~. '-"~.'~. ~~ 
~.l'O;L~tg.~ and tlult "Preaaent .Bard1ngu t17iDg to -a' 
~~~~'~~~h ...u.~ ~.~ _U 'h~ -~~ ;.v~'~ _1~ 

,~-~.e~}t~_"WOaH-M aettle~.- . " -orr; .. 
. ,,~:> o~t'l.O:!iO .D- ~e.UJ11ted ca1ied .... 

!:. -' -- -,:':-. 

Conflrenoe in Barriabarg 
"',--. 

. could not go •• ay. 

"J.t 11:05 1», Ie. York 

i .. 

" 
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t ftS aDd ,Ile eT14entll' 'kRed ~ 
• ~ • - ~ •. ~. '!. _#" ," '. • • ....t -~''-'" ~_., ~_:. 
to ~':l1.~~. " ~*!a',:-' , '~O·,.~!'" 

"<!' • - l,,--....- -.' '". . .... - -_ 

.,,'~iD01.~c.,~fltore !~.-:ia rep~~B~~t6t 
eel in Chicago on ~ri~; "~ug1l8t '4ta. 6nd ,tlllt 'he, 

.• '".- ,.-' :- - <-_: ~'~~--~ .. - "·:":_·~·: .. ·-;i:~."..-f . .:,·" '~~.'J...,' 
.01il.4 6dT1aBlI'BWIS, l:at8T&nd'\hs t the,. nre..,' ~e1;\!_'~r'L . . ' .",.. - . 

ccepta~e.s from aU onr 'aUillg P~ :weB in baGk 
- ..-+'" 

, .' blDg in ,be West.. Jf;f Informant au tes the t • t ~,la ,.A.P 
• - -,4, .- 'r-~' 

thel received 1n:!ometion that IZWIS woUld call 
" 

in the afternoon. Whether t.his 

-;.~., .... re.ul t' of \he ,leiephone !Sonnrsatlon ~r crtbsnr1s8., t~-~ 
- ~ .,. , ' , ," " 

$::'" '~s yet l!!srned: but it really !llBkee 'no' a1!fe;en~e''a~''';~e~''~ 

coul:l be checz:ed up as stEted be:ore should the Depertment 

LE'WlS 

the riot trouble mentioned in 

~ ".August 2nd, I have to report that I 1mnediatel}' ,t, elajllluIl2.lti~ 
..,;.. . . 

• -'", the telegraphic orders receiTed frOll! Weshington to . 
~hO 18 in Willes-lIe.rre. "l~1ng,~ ~~,~ ,~~:~~~~~ 

~ .... , _~e. Pa.. Uld -.ke • (8e cODfideDtial 
'-~.-~ 

~; 

--..-
~-~""4-
:..~." -: 
-- ,.," _bIe to 

interriewed ..... 

able to SpElE.l!: Tery 

in the hospitel and found that ...... ~ t.j;;' '< -

.' •. ~ 
good English and that he stated that be '1.1t 

thEt the re'son he WEB attscJo;,ed 

~_ -r __ 

'~ , ' . 



i\ 
• 

" 

-._--..-.-_._ .... ______ • _____ .,a.. 

\ 

'" c 
.. .. e ,. 

~ __ ~~ __ ·.-~b~~.· .. - .. ------ _. 

,-
_---:-=8~~"'"'/2~2--W-· -N~*'=-E-NT-1Al----.' . .a.:;':~;..-.~-:~-"~_. 

he wsa a .trike breeker Whi1e a. a aetter of tact he 

.~. 

. ~ -

. ,~ 
-- '-' 

. ' . 

. . . -"~ 

.. 
• • 

~ - ~-, 

CONFI~T!AL 

J 

-. 

. ~ . . 

. ' . 
. " 

".-.' --
.,- .. 

•• 'c;~ ... ,.--



t-· .• us ,eM r-n: • S • n 

•• Y • .u • 

...... _--.. 
A" .... yon, ii.Y.l 

- - ... ,.- ... 
_4 'W'erln-.4 the roo. JIlmb.r o~ II'I1bj.c~ (l606-J.l .1. n. ta:h~ts- _-:;~_ 

..u &Del l.unel \hat object .. aun IIoIUag the .... 

~ 1'00. 8111 CloDTen,4 with 

&It! le&l'!!e4 that .nll~.C)t 8UUe.Dl.7 beUd late T •• ter4a;r .neao. 'tUt 
--~-~ "'-"-. 

•• •• ecl.el • r •• ~ ao 1M an4 hi. wif. ·'ook _ eDUI'8~. for n .... - • 
.-~~ .. -~ .. -. 

~ l.Dqulr7. 1.be Seer.tar1 .tatea that subject wOIlll retarD to ••• 
-1.1:: 

York .s. th.r JIOD4~r ~a.e1l4&7 aorn1.Dg 8IIa ~hat ll. 

leas neT 1I01ll.el r •• 1D 1.D lew York • 

• coupl,. BoO. 1602. 

C .. , oont1.Due4. '---- . ....~, " .. ---

. .. - " 

-
- .,...,. ...... ......,. - , .., ....... h1DstOD I; I .. york 1 
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Indruo~10ns 

____ t 

'1-24-22 

wnu:.- _."" .. ow ~ 

* f , '. t md'>rw: $-.. ') 

U BE: ADE?J3f Aun~! lUSILm. 
COInDF:NTI.&L. Jaffa • 

...,.. = 

GomIl1l11llB on 'he abene 1DTeaUgatIon, J ;;~;;i~;LJ 
''1>EIla7lTlIl1a KD~al at 8 .L K. and ~oln.d .tgenh 

.i~ U.lS .l. K. 8ubJe.~ II1d wif. were 011 .. "., ...tJIi 
.... - ">',-- _...... . 

tn_ tirec~1on of dln1.ng room. They ~ook 1l aea~ 1n lobby of Jto~.l .... 
"-- "",,' 

.:,... -

-i":-.,,. ..... ~ -

~ , .,ooapanlad by ~all, 1;hill men. SubJeo1; Joined thls .an. ahook lull .. ", 

.Uh him and aa~ cJown in lobby of hotel, while the aecruU7 lAn:-:-' 

8I1d .en1; 1;0 his ro om. ,At 4.yO P .ll. 1;hey sapara~ a4. SUbJ eot wan~ _.'" . 
":!I 

u_ roo.. ~8 per inst;ruct;ions reeei Ted from Edward J. BreDD..a.."",.. J 
1.;.0181 jge.nt; 1n Charge, jgent;~follolled this man, ca4".r i<. , 
. ..:, -- ... ~. - ~~ . 

• eacripUon and further part ioU: ars. I r,sR\ctt'Ully refer 'ore.JlOn '~,~..: ._;"eG u m -- . '_. '-'~', 
ef - \1t&:'!J .4J~ " '~":," .. 'l--~ ,~, .. ...L • p ... _ -. 9'0 ..... -_ .... _ _ __ .. ___ __._.a ~ _ ..... _.a _" 

,a- ... QO .t'.I1... 1I......,.;ao ~ game D"", .uat:r.~a:~ ~¥ __ ... :."::~;::: .. ~ 

JIO"'.r. who 11118 oarrying ho small hand baga. D.ey an1;erel ia~oab '.4 
... ""'.. iC·_, 

troTa 1;0 .I'all RiTer Line Fier. l'I111;on and west 8treeta, In York.', ~,' 
,,~',: .. "" 

IJIibJect apparanUy had hi. Ucket; ... he 414 not atop •• , U_, .... P ..... .., 

!hey boarded the SSe PRISCILLA •• hioh errhes a~ II1IP.Jr;,._ ~ 
- fP-,-~ 

2.1,5 .1. X. and J'an :Rinr at 5.30 .1.)(. Joganl ~en hlepho 
~ 

ani reported the aboTe, and in oompllanca 

f':roII n. ~ e.nD8Il, SF eo i al .Ulle.n .. 

• aahington I 
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.An 1zldlvldual who is described as follo. aoooap8l11el 
Lewis -

" 

.6 78&r'S of age, 6 t 10·, 180 pounds. olean BhaTell, • .u..a'~-.-: ==c. h&1ri !%eeeed In e. gr8JT nit with •• tn" ha't ~':'-':~< 
, ~."" 

UpOIl 1; he lr arrt val a1; 1;he Ballk. a special o~:t1oe ... --;~ .' 
and two olvUians were walUng for 1;hem a1; 1;he l'i:ttih .J.ve .. ;";-,", 
11de of 1;he Bank. and aB Boon as ~ey entere~, all loorl 
were locked. . 

I 1:hought 1;ha1; 1ale aboTe .ouJ.d be of 111 ter •• ' 
'0 71111. 

Yours ;~flr7 1;ruJ.y, 

~----

-,..-. :.. 

'k .• :.:. .,,:' .. 
-;; .. ~ 

... ' .J...."-,, ., __ .... or -c---: -

-....... ~- -'."1F -- .-.r... . 

'IDJ. .. 
f(, 

' .• 
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I 





r 
.-

~-. J 1" 
'~rttnttrt of ~nstia, '-

~ 

I , 



· 
1 

I 
,~ 
,'s 
.~ 

, -
-~~ ..-;;;.-. 



· ,-.------------.-----------------~ ) • 1 t>m-d-~'''_ 

I 
L .. \"V1-'~-
_ d.-V {J... , ,""VV .... 

/. (J' (Ph, . 

&- -----------------



. 

II 
II 



( 

1 
• 

-- - ---

i 
L. 



.. .-

.-' 

-L_ J- • 

v 
• -

-------

" 

r " • ___ ~ __ ---_.o....-.-­-

~ r - ,» ..;- • ._'--

~ ''I. N<»-~ .-

-n-.-.J ~ ~ .. h0 .... ~ 
• J > r."l . \ . ,t . 
~ ~""' .. ~- (,./., ,.., • I • -----7 . ---~-. 

I 

~ 

v 
- -. I 

.:.,.... . 
--- --.- ----

- ----



• 

-:;--

. 
• 

--- -

.' ~ . 

. ' 

, 

~ ---~-



--- ~ .... 
~~~~-., 

.~ ~ - -~ 

.~'-.::--,.. -'-

.at. 
, 

. t'-t .. 



.~ - .... 

--~. 

."~-. 



.-. ~ '~.-

'4<',' .......:. . 
~ , 

..::... ... 



. -- . 

t.~ ? _ ' 

.' -~---~.< .. -

• 

. ' 

. - ~ ----------_._-----------.... -
" ." I. 

..... ~ I : ~ , 

r . ~.., .... - .. ";.. 

aB·S 

'Dgr,""", W. Ix. Ibrpt: 
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~d stated t c uris ~.' f'el101r~->-
'. ~; .. 

. ,;., ~\ -',; tIIa' M (~) ahlll14 ~,:~~~, 
~~;;~t;, ci'~-; at t;b.e'old ;:&t.-:::·.Dd 'nat ,hell tlie,. •• U .... "-!~ 

8lld got he lioit • 

........ ~-:,.~.~. 
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~-' -...... ~.-, 

'-'~' .. 
:tva of • request. but an order. 
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9hJ.eh '1M "'- 'od 71Illel .11\ am anl ... ,U h.U _·.~_.··"';;".""fli 
...... ~ •• #. - ••••• -.... - ...... _ ••• '. ~ ....... -: 

£. ..... . ,. !Jae ~_\ 4oakeG. a\ i.16 • . h'~eo\ m\h ufe -u.::r-
- -.'\.~ ... :.' . -~: .. : ",.- - -: ".: -'" ... ~ ...... . - -.. .;:. ;' ... ~~-.' .. -' .", . -":"' '~:.., ~;-;~Ii;;~tl;~ 

eft ~ hd a' 6 .1. J(.. ~Ok ~ 6.18 £. • •• ' .1;r&1~ 

.~ .... ~.~~,~~\ aJ..a.;t.o_o~ ~ .... :.V&1~ .... !~., . .!.~~~~~ '-""""_. 
tir. 'h17 "vias tor1p~o. hli ti ... i -'0 ·Be.~.:.:~,m"","lI" 

~;AtI' :~~~taU02l' iA _nOD ~, 8.~~·i.·.~·:·-'~~~·~{~·~~~~~7i~ 
'. . ;~ .~. E.S~ 'aoiel .;po-i,. t.~·:fe!th 1I"~~.S~'ihrr'lt~! 
~ 'nq .~ .~ ... ~. wMoh .cm.-d ... ··~ ~ .~,-~'." ;;,!~:. 

_. ~_.' , .... -: -. -pO • #". .. ..... '.. • :.... • ::. • _ .... ":~': r-:(.J> :.':'t':. _:. .. ~; .. .,_~t 
··:.-.. .• ~ ..... h ... .. 1i&l;;pluna= c:JJ.e an! l!e! e-ft%'Mthll trlQ _ . ~. 

. . .!j . 

h1a ~.. • .. S 
8ub~eo\ and wife l.t\ a\ t.l0 £. a ~ 

~ollo~a. 'b7 .&.gent \0 the Ior\b SbUon 11 .. "01l1".a a 

~.,-~ .......... : 
.... hl~o'n !; lew York 1; h'OYi4eno •• 
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1.0':1.· .. (.\alar4 U.-l _a. lin 1 ... , ., weir ••• ~ : ....... , . .&1 .. 

;. .' .. '. ;--.. :- ~ 

JlesUt.eroa .t n. lew "',in anol UnoU7 -no.it. ~ ~~!jil 

~'i~Jl.:h\~~~t ~ h10 wif" -~. ~SD~a. ~ .. ~~~~ ',. , ~t~( 
x-e!1at.17 &fier "-7 ~1aterod and wUl. \b07 ~ _n ~. t1i.·'lii_ - ~ ~ ._r. . . . 

.&sent ~alephcm.a. ~l1t In curgw Pall fro. a ra7 81.at1C:;-",;; .s:r':" 
\k. ~'o~ ~T1a1D« Us "ot n\~.et. fa pr .... d i~uo..;si(~~y;~: 
. " ~ '. • ~ ~ ~- .' . ." ... .. . ~-IO>"""". 

netified 'b, .&.c~nt In Charge !>4l1 ,\hAt ~Dt of ,be ... 

,. . --: 

.or ieiaU. of 51m68;r ana. iiOD4a1 ... "pan at &'-=11 
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_ p1DC .odh c Uth 81;1''''t 111 • ~"x1. £&en't t.oll.on4 

"0 Sal.lp Bote1. where 111 ~he 10bb1 aa.b~eo't •• ~ UN • .-n at. I, .. 
-'I. •.. ', r' . ..-:-.l --C".-, 

•••• aDl ~ed1ah~ .ngage! 111 oonTenaHe. Agen't hea.rl Ill", 
.ue ~he tOlloWiDg etahmen't: WI am lJ'tan41. pa't. I .. SOlq'~=~~"ci 

-'!.. . ..z. .' 

"04&7 and w1ll. I'etum about ~he a.1We of nGt w •• k.· Bubjeo't 'talk .. .. . . ~ -
w1t.h'the 'three me 1mtil 1:16 p.m •• at .llich Ume Subjeot'. fl'1 .... ', 

- : ~-r :f~~·;·. ~. 
~ .. ,' ~:-.~;,--~-. ..r-:c .. 

8ub~ect etered the elnator and at 1:20 p.m. 0 ... 40wn wUlr '~ 
- ~ ..... -

~.o .u.t oaa18. 8ub~lCt and .eol'etaq walked through the lebbJ ... ~-··­

apparent17 looking for .ameone wlth whom ~bjeot hal an .pp;~i.;;\;!, 
-."' : 'J.:.~,~,,:~ '~~ 

£'t·I:8O p.m. 8ub~lCt .oUane! to his wUe anI .tatel to hU .,o;e\~; 
-. :!':'-.. -. ~~i~ 

·oanno't nU all;Y longe!'"'. Subject and pari)' 'took a t&%1. ~~~~ 
- . . '';'"'' 

the Un1cm StatiCl'l at S:60 p.m. and boar4ed the Ccmgr".lODAl. J.1a1t .... ' 
. . '.; ,':-'" -. .::' 

h.lIjeot hal a prl Tate oOlllpariment anI Uotate4 to hi. a.oret--, ,k~ 
. "'-', 

their anUn v1p to .ew York. 1fhere the"¥ arrlye4 at ':21 ~ ••• 't':C"-,:_~~' 

hbjeot aD4 part,. prooeeded 1;0 the hzma,.1T&DJ.& aotel • ..heft·,~t~ 
the teak lub~.,t ftOeiTd aneral telesrama. k-nt the ~~'l;'~~'-

" , e . : 
l'~: OftI' to the ••• York ~.nte. 

J,sen1; l'ItU%ne4 1;0 Wa8h1npcm. D.C •• 

... - CLOUD. 

- "' .... - PI r - aeOOKDlrI> • Im)!EI-t 
21 Offioe 1. 
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1~-'-'1' / . t. . -
t - .. 

.... ___ ..-__________ ~!!!!_!-, ~....l,~~!:~~ 
OOJ7Il)D!IJ.I,' InssnU!IOI PeE lJIDO'feE .2tn. 

... -.---' ---- --
• ,' .,..rtle ..... .,.~ ·' ..... i. tIIII ~ m.~. 

~~-, ~;~:~"i:~~::On .~~ ,11.' i"~ ~,~i'i.~ ;:~'~j ft .. l~iJl.."JA;I~~iiW~~ 
.lo" •• -"'77' -to. ~,..,I: ~~'';' .... 

eo-mi ... UOI1 a' -.r ...... rr .. 8peo1al:,pIl' 
... ' . . . 

"_ "0' .. l' . _ .•••. . .• ... 

~ .. Yerk ottbe " ... eft •• , Ua\ ~ __ e"~..u JfIJ~i1I 
" .. '",,"~ ,~,: .•.. .,. . ' ..... ' .• ', t".> "".-i .. ~:..:. ..... . 

'--hrn •• i.a4 left I ... %erke. tht He ... r ~L.ollJLa'1fd 
". ~.'.'#''' . 

;. n-

o .,., 

~, 

. - ~ 

" "'.-
'- ' 

.. . .. ~4~._._. _ ..... 

to arrift at 1."WPon, Do4 •. Ialu4. at LU':'" ~ ~~!t~,. 
I .... 1u1;r~'-1 ~ eOftr .. 14 .'-... r uD.' Ii ·au~ .. t.i··l' '-&'-IIJj~ . . _ . ., 

'.a' ._. -

_, ~_wpon to ke.p 'h .... der ."ftllianoe. III 'bi L .... D \ u...t . .-. 
~l"H 414 DO'- laJl4 a1 I"por' aDd ~rooeel.~ ~_il.Pii.'.'l"1t"S;J.lIIt=1 

'. . - '-..' • '-..... .:, ........ ;,;:...4.-;"'i~ 

~ Pal1.1t1nr ..... a.ebu.'u. whieh ... "_ .'llg.u'no 
JI.1. WOIMlDI 

Pall 111nr would be oonred. -.~~~~~~~:~~i 

_. _. - ,.,..If aM ~11t.~~OO~_,".~_~ ~ro:-=~,;~~;~~)~ 
,;' all~ao\11. aDd •• t ue nhoilla .iiml.,,;l~'-':;""):=\e , 

.. - '~ · .... ·,..;, ... r· 
• .. -. J 

.lu4 a' Jewport U .e W&1 wd 1Il1Ul , .l. K. at .hioh tS- tM - -' . - .". -- ~~.- •... -. .. 

-, 

.o?ared -1 other .,.nta • 

. . 
1kJ'\OD, "'a. M t~Z'e a~ar.4 \0 .. ao nUl' "J,pl\\a ~_!'b. 

- . - ..' - •. ' -~ •• -.,. .... #= : •. .......-. ••. -..::-.; 

nltl-ot. a\Pall aher I 1.U~U4 J«d\ _,~ ~ ..... i .. " • 
... vain 1I'1'h .1lbj.o'\ aDd hi. 1I'1fe u4 bep "baa'D4ar nneU. 

laaee aDd that I would wait aDd ... if tbl third ,.rtJ ... 1 

"lh1ngt~n !: ••• York 1; ProT14eno •• 
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D4n Will .AIIl: 
. ,jasia-

tift". ca.. •• till. _ . ., 
:D D: JI,DI!iBY ~ lWSILm ,~ 001..) 
.~_-•• ;._ ... ' e,. \'" --:-

.. ., . -' GeDt1Jnl..1ll& OD ~. alIOTe' ...... 
-. 

. . ",.; .... ~ :., 
lub'.o~ 1.~th1. roo. aco~anl" 

. . ~ .. --
•• ~.l at ':00 A.K. 

.,,- . -... . . - -" ... " . 
. _ •. __ a ...... _ ."" ...... 1 ........... , ... Aft_ "'It .. "''P •• ~_'i._ 
.~~."'.K -.w • .IlW"V. -....- • ___ ...... ____ ... . -
~.n to .... hl.r. pald hi. ~111 And retU.rDe4 '0 hu ~.o.;. 
~ . , 
~jeet lett Rotel acoompan1e4 Q hie "U. AlId •• or.Ur7 ... 

-to 'tb. ~enD8jlTaDla li. li. Station Where he boar4.a \li. t.:. 
'J . ,. 
:1er ~La4elpbla 111 parlor oar 10. 6. 'train .0. au;. . 

~':'~ .1-
~ . 

~4. J.gellt then retU%'IIed ~o B!xreau o~~10e and w&s instruct.a ~ igeD 
in Gharge ~ennan to go to 627 J'1fth .1·unue AlId .et • Ud at 

~"';-~N la -the ~u114ing •. ,lgellt waa DOt parmui.a tO~oP7;DaI." 
~.~, . J .... _ . :'~''7:' . 

.... &r7 'to obta1ll permi.slOD frolll 'the agent. o~ the .utUaC~' 

:-t.: _ .". -

'. . -.~ ". -.. ~~~ .. ' :'!;l~~'~;;~. 6~ __ -_.--z. •• ~'~--- ft.#. __ .A_ ~.+~_. 4.B+~_~4Aft. .~ ~ 
.:~.M ~ • .,..... w.." JI ..... 1iiII_1.I. v .......... " ..... "' ............ 41. ...... -8 ....... '" .......... _~_; .... 

Agent prooeeded to th.' Penns7lTanla natioD ,~. ':_~.~. ;;.~~~: 

~~ .. ,._,"''''''.'''' .:'8.~ for ~e P1lZ'pO~' of k .. p1.!ls ~~~~o!! ~.~ 
he ~.l.Dg 411e iD _e. York 01t7 at 8:00 p .•••• ~oll_.1 

. . ':. .~'. - .' .---0 . 
hll,eot len V&1l1 at 1:06 P.][. e.oOOllp&Z1let ~-. iIaD 

~ .. _ .'. '-!::::~c.'-
IHorlMs 1D rlpOrt Of •• e 4ah. .fh17 took tan 

_0 '. ". ~ .• ... -;:-
. . At e: 15 P... eIlteZ'~' lIl' ~~;;~~I~~;5~~~~~i7i;1iLT ~"'b1"1" wher. ~,r, w .. a .pl01al Offl.%' .~ 
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aU 400rs lIere 1mmed1ate1.7 olo .. d aDd loo);ell. 

At 10:05 P.X. ~b~eot l.ft ~. took a ~o .... .D4 ~rooe.'" 
~ the PeDJlByl"ania station. arr1T1ag at 10:20 P .... Wh.re ke1Mnrpt" 

.~ -: ~... . 
tiCkets and pullman for the 2:00 A.X. train to .h11.a4.elpb1a, th .. ~-".-"" 

.. ~~ ... -¥ ~ 

At 10:(C P.~ ~ubJect left PenosylTar~e Station and onterell the 

Penns~lT~nie Eotel •• £1ked around lobby an~ tben took eleTetor. Arent 
." 

waited tor about en bour in lotel, tben fr~ceeaed to the PennsjlTania 

... " 
J1l.l.y 27th: At 12:~5 A.~. subject entered PennsylTaDla St~t10n ani 
boerdej trein 10. 13, car 10. 52, where he had berth lower 1D.1I •. ~ 

... .'~---

:frleod.b!;.(!' lOYier ~o. 10, car f;:). 53. Agent bed uPFer 110. 9 in cu 10. 

53. S~b~ect cOLversej until 2:~C A.~. Tinen te retired. !rain arrI" .. 

in Philad.lphia at (:52 A.1.:. At '1:05 A.~. subject's friend left ~a1L 

At '1:20 A.I.:. subject .1eft trEi:O, purcbs£e=. three papers and walke4~O-~ 

the BelleTue Stratford ~otel cn S. Bro~d St., Philadelphia, at ':80 A.I 

At 8:(0 A.~. he left his roo~, acco=p8Died by tls Yilfe, 
r 

~tel dIning roo~ for breek!ast. Ca:e out at 9:25 A.~ 

bis rooc. At 9:10 A.~. Agent Eot in touch With Philadelphia offIce .. 
... -l; 

at 10:00 A.l.:. to rell ........ 

AgeDt then reported to Agent 1n CharEe lOBter of the Phll.-iel.phia o:t!1 

and 1188 iIlBtructecl b; him to 1'elia1n for tart-her orderB. At 8:t5 P.L 

£gent WaB 1Dstructei by ~eDt 1n Charge Ji'oeter to ata,v at ~tel and 11' 

aubJect did. not leave tOlln by Beven or elght .'clock to 80 back to .... 

York. At t:OO P.L. Aee!".t ObBerTei Bubject 1n lobby 01 lotal inte"i81 

1D£ di1ferent men wtQ evidently were mine 1eaQers ani operator ••. At 

.. 
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. I.gent dlacQntlllued at ':(5 r.lL. t prooeeded ~o l'eIlDllllYa%l1a 
j - -,...:. . ..• 

8tdlon and boarde~ the 8:00 P." 'tr&1ll for I. Y. Clt1. arr1Y1DB at, .;" 

10:25 P.l::: .&..!ent then reporhd '\0 otUoe aDd 41acont1uued fo~:~'b~~ ta,. 
~ -- -~ ... ' .-. 

. . ~- - ;. . • -:-:--.:--0 - • 
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~" ,. > ~I.CY 

IIENn IIAIIl aT, DAn WIIU _Aft: PaIoO F8I WIllCllI!UE, 

~T~_-_~~J_~_'M __ :_:_:, __ ,-J_'_'_I_~_/_U~-~_'/_U ___ !_7_/_U __ i-~====~==~~~~ ___ I 
' '\ 

XI U: JLDBRnY AlJlLH BASILe tIj o.Ie' 
• :.. •. -';'" • . _ \ ""l • . ' 

~ - ~ 

a.nt1.JnUng On tile .bon oue, J,g8nt .~""~~f' 

lubJeot le~t hi. room acoompan1e4)r 
.'" ." 

"_~.re4 the Hotel Un1.Dg 1'00111 ~or lare&kfut. Came eai .t 

'- •• 8~ to .... h1er, paid hi. ~ill And returned to hie z:eo": 

~lee1; left Hotel acoompan1e4 117 hiB wife and .eoret&r7 "1~=~j;4 

, 1D _charge :Brennan to go to 527 :rUth ~venU8 and Bet .,U.t ~~,'!.~1"', :'" " I 
:--.. In -the ~u1141ng. .&gent wa. not permitted to OOP1'~~"~'" 
: ...... &r7 to Ob:~1n permsSion ~rODl the agents of the nii,:'~~, .:).:-\ 
:~.n returned to B"areau offioe ~or :to.rther inatruotione. . '_~~~:."-

. '.~~~>' 

• " .&gent prooeeded to the Penns1lTani. aation at ':80 P~"'" 
· . ' ' I, ~', ........ ""C:",,~.' , 
~.,o~~J.ge~ for tile pvrpo .. of kup1llg n~l,,0~1ID4~ ~1-

hOO •• he ~e1Dg Aue in .ew York City at 8:00 p,.]( •• ~01l_e4 _ '-"iiioi1F. 

IUbJeot left u&in at 8:~ p.]( • .aOgp&Di.4 117'': ..ul·' ... '-i~1~,~J 
, 

l .. orlbee 1D report Of a_e 'ate. ~81 took \a1 ~o. ,.'i.-I!MI[J" .• ~t 
, .: . ..;: ~ -. 

it 8: 15 P ••• ant ere' tile ~arrSAaz1,...aatkiwt~> 
, "J C""'a 

where 1here ..... pe01al eff1.r er .e ~ 
. MAR JO- ir~~~~ 
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SubJect luioklJt aIItere4 the ~141J1S 11114 , 
c, I 
- ') . .,. I all 400rs were immediatel1 alo •• d and Looked. 

At 10: 05 P.lI. eubject left BalIk. ~ok a haDaoa oa) IIIl4 Itroo .. 'e4 I 
, 

w the Pennaybania station. arriviDg at 10:20 P.II., eel' ... -lICht ! 
tiCkets and pullman for the 2:00 A.II. train to Philadelphia, 't-a.' <. I 

J.t 10:(C P.!:' "ubJect left 1'ennsylvar.ie. Stetion and ente;"."a the I 
I 

1'enna~lvenie Eotel. wEl£ed around lobby aDa tben took elevator. £tent; 

wa1te~ for about en bour in lotel. then rrocee~ed to the 1'ennsJlvania 

StatioL an~ covered tr~ins. 

J1D.y 27th: ~t 12:.5 ~.~. subject entered Pennsylvania Station and 

At 7: 20 ~.l.:. subjec t .1eft traiL, purchase:' three pap !ITa and walked to 

the Bellevue Strstford iotel on S. Broed St •• Ptiladelptia. at ,~O J..1:0
1 

~t 8:40 A.L be left his rool:l. acco~anieli by l:.is .. He. ano. etered the I 
!::;tel dining roor:. for breekfast. Ca:J:e out at 9 :25 ~.lo:. and returned to I 
his roo!:. J.t 9:10 4.1.:. J.pent got in toucl: with 1'hllalielpbia attice ani i 

at 10:00 ~.L to relieve ... 

~eDt then reported to J.gent 1n Charge ~oster of tte 1'bilsle1pbia o~ice 

and was iDB true tell by him to rellain for tor ther orders. .l t 8 :'5 1'.)[. 

~ent Was inatructe6. by ~ent in Charge Poster to stay at !Dtel and 1f 

aubject did not leave town by Beven or eight .'clock to go back ~ lew 

York. J.t ':00 1'.1:. AEe~t ob6erTe~ subject in lobbS of lotel interview­

ing different men wtq evidently were mine leaQers aDd operator.. ~t 

-



---.---- 'I! • -
• 

• , 
-3-

fi :'0 F.].:. subject bo ... !± t • paper and went up 1;0 hiB roolll. , 
i 

~ent di8c~ntioued at ':'5 F.~. proceeded to P.nnal1~. I 
Sta t1 on SIlO. 

. I 
Ooardei the 8:OC P."" train for i. Y. C11;I. arrirtDg:at i 

10:£5 1'.1:. ~ent then reTorted to otfice and 41Bcont1DUed to; t~. laz. t 

! 

( 
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~.tparlmrn1 JJf ~1l5ttU, () r / 
fi" e" of J"""' ii' Ijull, t l' , q i _ 
.. tbinitDu. .... 

• 

!be follewing la:forlll&t 10n .... reoen'17 reoei nl ~na 
the Philaaelphia offioe. 1Ih1ch 1Di'ol'Ul me that theae nnnnaUou 
toek plao. 0Cl either _gust Ind or Ir4 t their ooa:f14enUal. lllt.a­
~ ~&111ng to 4ate hI. report -

"At lO.20 A.l!. - Walh1ngton, ..-d on b teJ.epho .. , 
and talked to uther LeWie or (In all probab1l1V'· 
1t wu Lewie) If the Bare8l1 oons ers it nece88&1'7t t ••• '. 
telephoDe .usages oould be T817 ea8117 oheoltel .p., ... 
penon on the other end of the wire said the etrUe •• an 
.p to ELLeN - (_aning rtf oour.e the aeor.t&17 of ~ 
!reaaur7) and that. oould aettle this if he wanh4 .... 
that he has been with the President for four or fiT. lqat 
adeling that WHEJil ie lI&kiag money out of tbis thiag an4 
nat ie the reason wby the thing 1e prolOll8tld an4 \hat 
l'reaiden~ Harcling 18 tr;rlng to lIILk:e an agreement wit1 DT.1jII -
end 1f he would ellly .q the word the etr1k. woull be .. tU.4. 

At 10.60 .t.Il. - !he Un1 ~d Prese oalled and _ uswere4. 
!!hq wanted to mow 11' YR. LOIS w~t~the 
Labor Coahrenoe 1n Harrillburg aD! _ eaid ·,0· \hat 
1Ir. Lens eould oot go a.a7. _ . 

""' • :. J •• York oalled. 117 Informallt .tat •• 1t at 
n1deaU7 talke4 to LEI'IS. It h ei tMr 

who aDSMee oalle. !be Illinol, 
.tat.4 1D 

Ih10 agp aD. rridq, Allgue"&; • 11 that he ,wOlLl.I 
adTi •• Lew1e later aDd that they were geU 
trom all OYer, adding Peabody wall in baok of thaS 1. 
\he W .. t. X7 ~armaat IItatee that at~hi thq 
reo.iTed ia:for!lll.t10n that Lawill would ~ 4:. 
afterADon.- \ 

MAR 1 0 1924 .\ '. 

Jleepeottully, 

-
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I~ CONwuNICAT'ICIII 

NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS SOARD '" ," --

... "'" .,'.! •. ,' 

". I 

',' . ;, ~--

'r 

,h 

to)' 
'&Uonq laM r~t" what u h&A ,taW( la hi. leU ..... 

tr ... e4 to $M ~~ %I1hO"1' .t J'.'bZ"G0V7 ,. ~. Itatt4 that u at 
• 

IIOt ':q>H' ~ :k.,,4 " pUJ'.u. SM, uo. YUh the 0', "t of bn,ttcat- '. 
\¥.~Ither b tao, .. !"jariDC 1hcul4 h ba4 an4 .. eBU ar.4 «.titt ..... 

J ~ "'f •• tat14 \bat u ..,t17 Utirt4. 11114. tu e1 .. UOA .17 ""F 
va. 1n .. H~l. •• \hat th. Joarct ~, Jl1. ",""Un. 1& Jl1. lot' .. ., 
'I.'b'r"!lJT 5 wi th l'-car4 " haYi1lC the OOllpaIIT PO" a MUO. "'.,.,t- " 

• 

, wou14 , •• tat .. that \h. ~101'" W • nib' " ),10111 " rAT ~ 
orc;anl!4Uoa .. ,bat til. OOIlpIoq wiU ucoUa" AM .,.,lItract witll ... 
01'...,-.tuUn ~, w\nl ,h. e1toU01I. J. Ita'" \ha.\ It lIIIl.ol1 1. to .. it 
will r,?,.cT •• .nab f.ar. lA ,~ ldnb of B!~~rt of the h{\'-"Hti .... 
~4 rill allov tw • tun tl~UO'ao !!i. lln"tlU,a"r ,tatM lb, 211 .... 
a1rK W oh~ OIl iIl.nbl'lt. ~11.", to 'b. eO'l~T'. whlGb lMl~'. JIaft ;.', 
h"wn~ .1w1.DC the ~" IIOn\h ", 10. !m4 '"~lu teot'1al1¥ bow... ", 
%;-\rlMt. yHh th, {':I'l~"-;httt ,!'~t!;"l to l-t !l.tt1.4 JIl \M :A!!4r' t' .. h .... , -, , ,', 

" !o...Y~j'.,.,. ~'''I". J:U1~ tI. Fr"tlat of tlt ... ~,..1TH :.: . 
•. ),,-1 ,,\ th'''f~ !'II! 'hI' of t1:" ",t., 1 D:<'aUtu •• bh4 tW .' 
""O'JM ";,~ _ 'Vii ~" •• of 1111 \0011 ' .. ~ .\01_. (1&1. \qt., 1Il. 
0_ 1Il4 a It' fit t-001l .t • NIl vbo baa et". 'bU to !cnv 1_ pqMII'. -
of • 41 .. ". hn"'l'Nl1 VI. tooh ,,..,. lth 111 t~ , ollaJ:l\f!:'1 1fIla" 0. I:, . 
4!UBl'I r'Z. ,...,11d.,. 011 the 4q tt.q 101 .. 1'1 I~leo foll,1 'l:-a. ethn4lllC. ' 
::;i: ,;2-_1.01 e~!1ta'nH. 'f. Ib hs tha, \11, totlt'd/dl' han b-ua ,wl.'. 
~". pj~' 'htoN. 'F' ;. ""u :w' ...... ,., -'illrln, the toUMIlC ... '." ; ,';.\,. 
""'-11. 't,~q y ..... U;rn.\1'Il4 \bt j11t'7iJl4. ooll!l!';""""'. ~~H N i<W~IlU .. ' ,< 
11 114' ,Uom " worll: 1_ a l!bo 111111. tlII 1'W'iOla t4 _OIl toe h.. '.:.:, "', 
:·;-<r,,~~::'l 11 )' \wtI\"'tt1~ tOil,1'~o~la1u1 of ,ht 1 ... of tbt ~l ... : - .. 
"h.;o; J:w ,,1:0.-,,1. NuUl '-11 h. ~ru""" !o d¥'M!'\4 ~, It. ' "i-'­
!'IlV, !!I>~...r .Wta' "'"J'.)~ ~ !1<SW l:tokt!'li tor ~. ~. _ tlI. ~~' .' 

• J. :Y.( ", /;", '.~.)~. ~ ) " <.~ .. j ,~4'~{J .<I~~'~1.'f:'" ~~·t~; H.:~_·-"'_ :;;,:~ ~:'- ;.:~;-'. ,:".< "\~ > " .:': _"~:"'~;4_' ~~<, i :_' ~ .. :~_ ' 

~' .... :" J;'" ·,,}.,"~~/.; .~~~ \r~ ~\·l.i· .! ~ ~~·""·, .. ~\.~.-_~;\~-:;:_~~",_;:·r··~~.* 
• .,-,,~~\ ~~.f •• ~~':~' ':.,;·."--':.~J-.;:.··~:>t, "~~:;~~" '~':,.'_I'~:':~~~ " .",,~>.:~~~~.: ~~ .... ~.-.: . 

:', .. "'. ~.. ..1. )\. "(~ • '.' '~"'" .. ~ '~'\, ,,;, ."':\; " .&.. .... ,; .. -.:.;., ,"II "\'''. ':','t~""'~" ±-"" . .t<- . 
.. ; ~_' »~. , .. :' -.' ·l~L . ~ .. : .'.:~. ':j :' . ~ .. )~; 1->: . "I . . 1, ~~,~:. ~~~'!;" :~~-~-'. ~~.', "\~'t ~ "~" .: ~ .5' (;. ::. :~: ... '/{~.~~'~ .... ~'" , .. ~«l "": 

',' ',. '. ,', !,' ~,~ L"».' t," ~~~, ... ":",,. • . ,Y~ ',1-"-, n,---,. " __ :>;"..1.~.':k~·.r;:~~o "~\:., ... ~~1 $-'·_r.!.-'· .... ~*..(,· ... ,,,':rl:.{j4_ •.. ~ n ...... -, '''' ..• '"',:,,,,, .... ~,~,. _",.":' ... ~" r ... h: _ .. ~--...'::'4 .. 

• 
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• pva1' trO. J'al .. \\l \0 look for tlr-. :r'al.IUl WOUl.G 110' ~Nl' ida 
'hh ~ ,. (Xbvi aN DOt allo .... d \0 CO \hl'ouch' hi .bl esc.." _ 
~1a1 pvaU .. ) 

YilU..lShnr. ~h T. 1priQC1'1a14. a aeo'bu of \hI vi-.... 
008a1"". 'ilia et'\hat' oa :~w.r, 1) h. V1UI \hr ... ' m.A 'V tD UW.l -
ploT'" G.cor~ \Y1ilatord aDd s.ckl.1~ .. V&I \014 'b)' \ha.1 _._ 
.tq out of I .UI \hal a.:,. !hI" oo~l&1ll.A \0 J'al •• "1. J'al .. "l 
l&1d \hat \hln "". no'MIIe he ooul4 40 abou' U. • 

• l!Ca1a . 
On Jauuary 111 ~/\hreatene<! Shl". .&.caill Sh." 00~a1u4 \0 

J'alutU ad laluttl laiel \hat he ooulb', tIo aqlh1l1C. 

OIl JaJ1UAr/ l,5 Sh"", CYI \0 work and fCIIUd all of hh olo'bee 
\or: end lIluhe"_ Ie •• 14 \!>a\ \hr" other J'rO!l's .. ln alDen tOWil4 
their elo\h .. ueat.A 1Il a .tldler f.lhioll tha\ ~ • . 

S.nral ot \hI men .tate<! \hItt Lan.t:7. a UIlU.A lUlll worker 
who "". 41acM.rE;.A 'b7 \hI co.pallJ' .0131 \tllli aco. vaa rle1Unc alu ~ 
el'tj waoh iiiVi"nlll& and va; co11c1 tine :!D P!'c>ue.=1Te a1ners. !he Pro­
crl"aiTlI' ~.h'f'a.nci OQam1\t.e had cc:splainK \0 \hI C01llp&ll7 011 nwaaroua 
Ooc.e.o1CIlI al>cu.t. L.o.r.alq'l pr .. anc •• 'but TaleetU took 'h. poIUlon 'hal 
there va. no\hlnc~.1 oould 40 abou\ 1\. Uta \ h. had. \hl prohcUon ot \he 
Ihlritf and a B'lJJlber of 4epuUu prea.nt. and that 'hey ".,.. ~POI.A \0 
keep off of compaq properv e.q men 1IIho wert 00\ eaplo,"iiu of \11. w.pa:q. 

• On lMu.&r7 ;, "Tin Pr~gre .. ln. wve beaten 1Il aZld aroun4 \h. 
yuh l'O'>m. while \hl eher1tr'. depuUu .".,.e hi otMJo par" of \hI 00 .... 
P~'I properv. 

'\WY~IlleN. }229 kpt :Inol. Spr1 ll€t'hU. 'nutte<! \hat be 
'ltal hH lIT Y1~11r\O\lt. a 1lXY.L omplOT'" 

nnc.n\~':tou:.11 .tat .. \.ha\ h. _a hH br &OlI. W« emplo" .. 
','''en he vaan't lloktng. ~ 40 •• ltct kno" who hit hi.. Sh''' .... ho I\af. •• 
~ll",\ he ...... pl,.un' tn r..rseUl',1 o1'no. at \hI \1me ot' then 'beatinge. 
It.&te4 U.lt h. OOla",1&lne4 ~ FAla.Ui. ral.eU1 vant out to In,,.It1Ql\' 
lu!.4 \old Shev that there vn. noth1ll£ la oould do al>ou\ t!:tn 'b-Mt.tncl. 
t.hAt he ,..~ the prot~t1o!! ot \he ~)~!"ilr'. 4~;'U\1'1 itnd \h~ \;"re l"ospon.­
lb1l tar pto\eoUn,; all of t~ .• men on QO~ pi'oparV. 

~. ft~ahl thd .tvt1ll£ ht !\.rOund 7-.bruAZ7 4. .'M 61 Pro­
~eu!.", fiilplQl'" did no\ go \0 IOOrk b.cau •• of \he tear of be1Z1& beat_ 
up. rane hAa iWl.~ the QO.1apa,q ldii&Qtl"aphH letter. {& ,~;::.;~ (not. cop; 1: 
fU.) 'taUn,; either \ha\ \h ... p107''' ver. afraid \0 CO to lIOrk or \ha' 
the)' ven 111. (aucll for the purpo •• of Dot al~"!:t thl ec.~aD¥'1 a. 
ho-d!!,t unucuaw • leaTe ot' &blana. z:utl \0' aP'Jll7.) 
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H lhouid be Itate<!. here thai th .. e nrioul incidenh will " 
taken UJl \oIllOTro .. tn \ha J'ederal ~, &I the Progre .. 1T11 Yorker. haft 
lIl'f'Olted 'h. 1937 lDJ=9tloll obhlned 'Ill' \he CO"'PNlJ', an<! a heArlIlC will 
'be held. \0"01"1'0" Oil a rule to thov cau •• al to '.'I:q \he Ul<YJ. JUJ;;f not 'be 
beld. ill eon tetlp\ of that In,lunoUoa. ' 

ran. 1r><Uoated that \bere ver' ~. _r, of these inc14."h that 
haTe hal'?M1ed 1D the :.>aat"nth or 10, but t..'ult theee war-I sample. of \he 
Tarloul tn .. of intlll1d!t.t1on co1nc on. rIlLe ltattcl t.hat whU. i' Ooall 
not b. preYed that 'he COSJ>8.llT P'tl"ticlpated in the .. Mh. and. \he Un! hi 
IUn, Yorkera v.re p:b~ aotl"~ a. acent. tor tb.e coropanJ", -neYertholu8 the 
cOGpany 'b1 .cqu.1 .. ci!ll; InllUoh 8Zl4 'hlrinc no actioll, va. re&117 ratityinc 
'heae ItlU.1datoT7 ach. :tane .tated. that tlul OOlll?"lIJ' could. reYOlce \h. 
1937 h,Jtl.notioll it it eo dnlred Illld th.'lt th" ~"'P'. udJlg the de fen .. of 
haYinG aherlftl, d~utl •• on .:tne property va! r~'!.~J Dot a defenee 1. 
COed falth, •• It va. at the requa.' of 'he Pro~7'i.lye. that \he ehITiff'. 
d">,"U,, ... ue pl~c9<l aro,nnd ;utne pr-;·~rtT.· r..<m3 ~t"ted that ..mat he 4.- " 
.1rod ... a. the noUoe, In _ntionod . ,,<>inbefore, tid h, thoUGht that l' 
tght han the etr~t of hay' :! 1III!I;>1oyon rrl!ler to 'rOte at \"-1 4.o81T84. 

J:«ne'. \h"Ot'y 18 that It t~.e.~ ",o9l'ciYe 1nc1~"nt. ·;onHmle e<,,-,lol"eu r:..ts3 no' 
Tote ae 'key «'elre, but !1IJJ;{ Yoh for the Un! ted Mine ';torker., to that aU 
thie would 'be .toppod it the United "; ne Yorkeu 'l:e<:8IIIe the exel1.Ul1 YI 'bar­
s...tn1l1& ,,&ent. 'rhe ~:unl1ner It"t~ th"t he ""uld upot't hla !1ndl~. to 
the !cUIl& hg10Ml Director. 
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~, • ~ol.~ 'Or:tINr.OI belt at ~hl )11[.. ortloo OIl $h' 
_ralDe or l .. aGar, ZUh bl aoe btt .. tn Us r.~:'t .. n\&\ln • 
• r 1ot&1 T as .. i" ,f \Ix. lrO~rt"1Yt 'Ictr. or i..11'10. 
a.aC reprt,.rotau,.tt or IoolLl • "6'. tJ!lUed kiD' lork.r. 
et ~.rlo •• th. ~hlrltt or frn,a~on Count7. Rarr7 ·>11 •••• 
aa& rORr .. tntaUn. or fbt Jt.lnt -.- Coal 0 o. ~he tollOWlac 
~.~.at .... r.aohed ... a 1' •• 01$ of ttl' .'It~ 

It II IlUhal17 agr .. d to ., "04 b.utlil the puts .. 
be,..'o U_t a r.~u .. t tor b:l.e~1ah ehotlon to .. bell aad.,. the ~u';loea or •• tlonal Labor ;.l.tSon. !0&r4 •• 
... 14 to Clt.ralu .ho • .-.. 11 h tbe 4 .. 1Cuhd .. {tnt .. 
krpl. _nh the Co!£arl1 t~ the pr~uottoD a.nd _h\.ln&M. 
olllillore" at .1.. .... . . 

It 10 hrthtr ~era\ood tt.at a.ll •• r1o,.. .. rtgsr41 ... 
ot Ude. aftUhtSoa' .!'tll han o~w rl1t.h .UhOG' 
,reJ04S.1 t •• ontt~. thtlr I~rlo~tnt .. , rial -a" •• c1,... 

, t. Ih •• ~u the t"1L€OU :. bor AO" 

irogr.eel,.1 vln .. r. ot 4~.rloa 
100 ... 1 IN 

, 
l 

Ul:lUe4 lfM forker. or 1.11'1 •• 

Ioea1 "~'"~ 
,ct:f~.~-£:.£t:i::t~---

fJl. ~~l(l~J{jt£l1~-.. _"., ___ _ 
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','lIfE R C'':'AL C)'.'PA1iY 
Sprln,fleld. Ill. 

Attention: Ollcar_ Falcettl 

Dear Slrr 

'\ I 

___________________ .1941 

Please be advIsed that for several months l •• t 
past I have been IntImidated to such an extent that I am 
.frale! to ~o to work for fear of lo.in~ my life or of 
recelvlnr ~re.t bodily inJurJ. You are advised th.t an 
many ooca.lona durine the past few months I have been 
threatened and intlmidated. and that I am convInced that 
rq llfe la In dane:er If I return to work. I am certain 
that the company .111 apprecIate the fact that theae threat. 
that have Nen mAde are not Idle gestures. beca'ue many of 
the other e~ployeea have been assaulted and neatan un­
mercifully. I have been employed at ¥~ne B Coal Company for 
many years. I want my Job there. and if it .ere not for 
thl. 1nt1midation. I would be workln~ today. It eeeme that 
at the present time. neither the Company nor the law en­
tOl'ClIl£ officIals can rive an eMployee protection. I alii 
werefore rema.1ning a.ay from work until such tIme as la. 
and or~er can be establiShed and protect1on u35ur~ the 
employeea. 

I rallpectr"lll insist that I L.ave a Job at ... lne 
'3 Coal C01!lJ)any. and t.'1at .. a 1I00n as la. and or,jer la ea­
tablillhed, I be F'lven my old worklnp pc .ee. I have no 
intention of lIeeurinr work elss"here and expect to req,uest my 
Job as lIoon as p.'otectlon la assured the amployeea. 

Very truly your •• 

--------------------

- , ,,'-
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,:"1\::. ", CVI\L C')'''IJ!Y 
Sorlnrflelj, lllinois 

-
Attentl:Jn: 09car Jslcetti 

Dear :lr: 

1 j)SV6 been a .... 9.y fron '":>rk for Ro.""tt.,e beCIl'lI. 
I Ylas 6R"ault"rt anJ beaten by ",e",berll of t1.r :lnlted ::in. 
;¥orkrrs. I have beEn threatened an1 intimldated to lIuch 
an extent that I an afrald my 11fe Is in du~~er it I ret~rn 
to ~ork. I respectfully 1ns1st that I 1Gve a rlrht to M7 
Job and have a r1rht to hork 1:.'lth)ut fear of l'lolelltatlon. 
YOll are horoby noti flej t"',3, t ns II oon as law an'l or(ier 1. 
ellta'ul1 shed at thF .~1ne, I eApoct to apply foT' and seellre 
!:ly old job. 

• 

1--',' 
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CHARGE 

Purwant to Section 10 (bl of a.. N .tiona! Labor ~lationa Aet. !.he undo""","" bBoh1 elwa .. Uoa\ 

The urr!rT"';gneJ further rhsrgrs tbst !kid unfair labor pradic('t art unfair J,oor prftd;('.(·s A.!!'e<'tinc 
OODlDlCrcc v.itl.ln tLe meaning of said Act. 

SubscnW and 8'\("ortl to before me 

tru. _____ dal of .- --------1 

193__ At ____ _ 

Y\·ame and addr~ of IW'~ln or labor org!l-nul'ltinn making the 
chftrv:. Of made Ly a l.iol..:>T ~'T¥&r,iL.!d~~n. r;iH ~!~ ,the L,f:llue and 
official PC' '~ion of the pen()n actu16 f,.r tl.e 0fi:8lUnhon.) 

~;1.)J ~lI'S S I''"t :ll n "", '7 E:;.s I)" !,'1 !';lUg!. 3 . .ooAL. __ 
-----~ .- .. _ .. - -----~-------- ------------_._-_.-------_.-_. --.- - -,.-
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LIGAl,1A" 

J()t-tN I.. EA. .... o-...t c.....I 
JOtI~r..f_""~.~W."" 

JOHN" MA.DDlN 

roI~~_""""".""""."" 
c.c. OKWAN D ..... J()I4CrC)N 
,.~...... ~~ ............ ,.,.-.. ..... 

Regional Director 

Gt:o P RITCHII[ .. ". ~.'.'D"oY 

Febru&ry 5, 1941 

Thlrteeth Region, National Labor nelati0ns 80ard 
II.tdland Bldg. 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Sir: 

of 
of 

I L~ enclosing herewith orifinal and four copies of charge 
unfair labor practice by Local Union #54, Progressive ¥.lne ~orkers 
America, whlch I wish y~u wo~ld please file. 

A copy of this Charge, together with a copy of this letter, 
Is beine mailed direct to the National Labor Relations Board In 
?laehinrton. 

This charge Is not being filed merely for the purpose of 
delaying the action of the National Labor Relations Board In other 
matters now pending before It. In eAplanatlon of our reasons for 
filing this charge at this time, we wish to call your attent10n to 
the fact that due to 1ntimidation and assaults on the part of member. 
of the Vn1ted Vine Workers, many of the members of the Progress1ve 
Mine Workers of A~erlca are even afra1d to go to work. Only yester­
day, sixty-one men failed to go below because of fear of receiving 
great bodily Injury. Day after day, great numbers have re~ained a.aT 
from work. In the representation hearing, LOd In the oral arguments 
before the 50a~ In nashlngton, we took the position that the petition 
of the United lline ~orkers sh<:rold be dlamlaaed. We do not .1ab to be 
understood as altering or changing our position. Bowever, It the 
National Labor Relations Board feels that an elect10n must be held, 
m~ we SUffest that the Reflonal ~lrector or the Board send to ~prlng­
field a wholly disinterested representative or agent who haa hereto­
fore formed no opinion In regard to the merits of the contro~.r87 

. for the purpose ot Inveatlgatlng the charge herein tiled. 

~1 ye suggest that thIs representatIve Informall, call 
t()get~er all parties, inclu,iing otfIcIals ot Kine B Coal COl1lpan, and 
offIciala ot the United KIne Workers, and that he Inform all partie. 
Involved that IntImidation and !llllaults ot every kind and charaoter 
l!IIlst be "topped, and the .. ttects thereot oease, be foro an eleotlOD 
1. oonducted. 
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-2- Febrolary 5, 1941 

:.:ay '"e furt"j r sel[,-eet that the ope:rator be requ1~"j to post 
a not.ice upon tC1e "lno> property to t.'1e effect that the e"'ployees 
have a perfect rl .. ::t !oJ belor" to any orfac,1::atl0" t:lat t:Jey see fit, 
"""'~ ~~ ... +- \..."'" ........... :._"..." .......... "" ... u.,~" .,...,o.,.""t~ntO!:lo 0 ..... ,1,..."" ..... + .. 0.,.. .. u.;i+..., I':I.~ 
CIlCI~ ""'::lCl.I,.. ~.lC, "'.~~ C • ...,r-·4.l .... J'-"~, " .... .I...i. "vI 'oJ" ............. _ ... '.,' , ..... ...., ..... J ... ""' ... ............ _ •• _ 

labor orfan1zati:m certifIej by ti,e roarj. 

~:sy we furL,er sU(,,-est t."Jat t:'1e operat.:>r lnetr-elct all enployees 
W!l':> are re:nainin[ away froc work because of inti,d1e.tion to return 
to uleir e:nployment wi t,lout prejuj1ce. 

Frankly, .. e are not so :TIuch concerc.ej abo'.l'; obtaininf a..'"l:>ther 
cesse ani desist oreier aeai:1st t'le Co.""panJ U we do not believe 
ana tr.er oriel' wa'll:l. clear t he a t:nQsphere or :naJ.:" the 91 tua t1:m oet tel'. 

1Ie do, ho'.r;ever, W&.nt the 1ntl:nl1atlon sto!)pe1, and t'"le enployees 
convl'"lced that they are e.t perfect. liberty to b~lo:1[ tQ ~'"l] or£an­
lzatlon U'.ey see fit. We t:'erefQre, in [oo,l !'alt'"l, ",ubmlt to the 
=,oard the SU£fe!ltlons herein co".,tai'.ed, an i hQpe tC1at they !1Ie.y '::>e 
P'.lt 1n to force and effect in th e even t tha t til .. :oar'l feel s t'la t an 
election '"qt'be held. 

JRK:o:ne 



f 
I 

, . . 
'. J 

.IomarJ' '. 1 N1 

thla _o",n"- .onotH"t •• a partial "1'17 \I 1Ir •• Stirn'. l'I_eat 
__ r ... 4\8 I'Iqa.\lrr, a4d1 U ... a1 lnl'OTM.Uce ... <5 al .. a report ot ..... Iltl ~ 
4 ... 11..-" 1a thh ..... IhariD, th. la.t tnt "'711. ' 

the 1a;'orta .... • t the Jfill. I .U~ ...""ot be o".r ewphall ... la 
Tt_ .t tM ,.. .. at HIUaM .. wh1R will/en __ ",'" a,.,..lllat'er. 

At ,he "-.. h tlnU.d filed ltl peUtlOil ror oerUrtoa\1C111, the 
rr..U.Il' or th. tlnl'" I!'ln. '"ilmn • tate 4 \hat W1DI I ... tbe ~7· W 
tM altll1aUoll ot _M1 alDln \hro~"t \hI ltat. ot IlHDOh, A '-7 .,. 
•• later whoa \lI. J'ro,,,,lIh ... tn~ their Il>&r,. alI4 the ,..qw.t r. 
""'toP' pNIIIHdlD,. their Cklll",l COllUe1 _de th •• _ Ibllnatloa. 

t..p1'9Mda\1'P" .t hetla the thllted !lAd the Pro,r ... : ,. a4Ttu4 _ 
appren.atel, a' .M IT te. 4&711 lIIto,.. .ra. Item'. _"",4_ r ... he4l _ 
that the IMr. __ ,01", '" ~., .. to -.1[. tllth.r 18'9 .. \1p'1_. 

CD o. __ r 11. lHO, .r. 1r&o\U>L ,n. , .... U., .t "'- Unit •• , .all .. 
_ aa4 .b"4 that u hd •• \l>&t 4ate 1fri ttla • l.tt.r t •• 1& •• ,\.aU. 
tu1I ,lie ~te4 r.pr.:. ~. u ... r~llII1A& -Jeri" .t th. _pl.,. ... that 
h ..... w\I'1II"4 .rth .. n .t ,~ lHal _loa'" triM • to d ... thelr 
.hu'er .. '1>1 /uurJ 11_ u4 ~, Wile .. all .-plor-II "'1"9 oa that 4a'-

, ... " .t tM 'bU" ••• Val' 4 ~le)'H' ...... 14 _, ,.raU nos ... alll" 
t:la,...t 'e ,. " .. rlt. ~, ... r.rtMr .td.4 ,bat h1l reu. t.r thl • 
.. tl •• _. tllet .. ,.Ua'lCilU .,.. ~h lit ter .... 1000trute witt. tile 
401'M'1 J'l'd ..... I. .... hth • • t nlba.h .... \lila, be __ '" "u, " "1Ird. 
a __ .t the _h. III 1r1aA. ,.ra'lJIc U aA op.a Rap ab.. ~ __ 
~I' 0 ~"'H tlIol, _la/ll I.L~ I _11\.4 • th.e' liha, '.l>l1tru' wi'll tile 
IAlt ... ~ 'AU .UM t~. III1a te h elo.... I~h1n. lIr. l4IoI&a4aoa u.., 
I :.C I'$''$l.~ llU'roe\1cu hila the haT4 '- IIN: ... ,~ t'1Iher U",.I"GIlU_ 
eM ., ~,.. h "~Up'h. _14 be ~41Il"'l:r ~. uc1 ~ .... 
117. lW,:. ~ ... til ilfH" l14 ~1l11i 113, ~Q3'h .,' 'lea l!llt11 .. tvther r.p'" 
OM 'AI. ~ __ ~. tt.a Jtart. 
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Oa .. ~. '-__ 1' 1m. 1Ir. a..hllt'. _ .. It ~ I ... n .. 
_ t .... • ,rlalf1'U" ,.. .. ~~, .. IIU ..... h.' .. 111"-'- ...... 
1Ir ............. Jl.a.ett .tatee *' lie a... I .. ,.1' ru.,Plw" .... t\l_ ........ ~ ......... - ---_ .. _.a ~. - ...... - _. ___ a&.- L-. ......... & ..... __ • .&-a •• _ 
.--__ • w..w '- ...... w. .... TW,.. •• _ •• -J"A"'" .......... _ ............ ... 
.... cl ... tM' .. ,till' _, ,....1 ...... QalW '" ,.... .. lit , .... " .. ft6 
U. C1,nlt C-' .t Afpe&l. lA tile .U ..... 1I1111ett ,.saw "' • 
,.. .... ter ~ .... "111\1_ \ala, .. v.1'" hpi"HlA'" .. -""'bIlIII 
MJerl ". fa. ,.. •• , rete ...... -_ ,. ..... ,,",10. lit IItn .. n \a -.... 
\M h'fo& ..... l ....... UnUeC t-t. at IISae .. K Wl.te _" .... tW 
Ittl",.. la \M h'fo&rl.d ... l .. al ... 81 ... ". _re ... ~ r- .,tl .. n Ia 
U. 11a1 tee l~. 1Ir. alah~t ltaW alae ... , lie .... rt"-l¥ tMrtd 
.t .. I'dWMt It "11,11 ..... ,hat .. __ ala. , .. y!.MM .. , \lie Ql,lW 
••• 111 ell .. tile aiM. - a-. Ilthett "pJ'N'" .... ",U.t tha, .... tab 
.. 1"'1 .. _ tha u1eU.& ... ~rq ..w. '" .. e1 ... ,.. . . 

t "vbe, ..... Ilthan .. ~ - _1'1 ~11lC " ..u .. I"I:I:I1htI' la...nl-
pU ... ~ \Il •• rt t'tt'w ..,.. .d ., .. _ut. '" II ~qoNftl" Ia 
•• 1lt& .... lrMUIt.lIl .. 

Oa \lie ..n.tl'll_ .t ~_r IItlIlIr. "-41 .... UN at "- elnee • 
• re,"'" \he' ..... :a .. It hh 1ort .... " 1Ir. 11th.". 1Ir. Ibis ... 
u, ....... ~~ .,W .. ttI&~ Ifr. Irlillhltt __ k.,.M ., ",. hart ...u 
luUtw_ -'-F' ,rM .. «Up ...... _ \iIa\ w-l • .,..raw \0 _1., "" __ • 
'h. It .... UII1"'- ... 41 •• at ••• b. .... ~, la h1a erbl .. a. .. el, ia 
... p~' la Ill ... ~ ... r " .,.ra" .......... ., "'11 '" ..... 1' .... 
wp.rden. ., rill .. It ~h epbl .. e. ~ part el ............ .. 
•• we tIIIt .. 111&. n~l." •• , \M .. U .. _1I~ .. wok _, 'IIIdO .. 
IIII\..,ta_. tM1a& __ hi. _IJ attenaUw •• ""te. ~, M .... 14 ..... 
,"t.r "He !nat I _IN" ... " P L ·)·Ih"".H&tleM with .... ted . 
,,.ra.tIre..t .. m- I II~"UIC ,,~ .. .,.. sMt 1IMh. . 

. . _. . - -, 

%: 1Ir. Ilpett': tel.ph .. ~~\!!!! ~ h :ae'ber 1M1l h. ,. •• , • 
... \111&\ ... h:-.l -.. \arplalA& 1111 .. \1 ... 1, witll la~ .. II'p.&16l11U_ ,. 
...... '7 '-""1 Iod __ MaUnU, 41ort""-' ~ the .... "'111&' .it_U ... . . 

ta ardIr " ,\<tala till •• 4ttloaal ur-\l0lll 8"&rate' ..... 
It_ (1) It In. l\tn'. _iN'. 'lit .... , l-'''u \e '- Hat .. 1II.a _I' ~ ".1<11 _ •• ''''1.., .... n,,--'lA& t:.- " ."..... la \h.e Cbil .. "'"-
10_ D.t "" ')n1W .tA\II he, 011'1. .. 1. 'pl'la.;t1.U .. M4aJ .......... 
4&7. /ri. ·'''1 ~. _d ~ " '- u'terT1vwt. rhU kata. .... Oiu'r: ... 
Z<:r4u _;, ,ld ,. it. (\Jl~" 214 112 _~,:I W. !W ,'uul" ., \hob ..... 
ti,.uOll "HI M w~1»i""'t .. '11..... -

.OD~ .. _~ 11., '1iM fit tM ... the 1'T,," ..... h<l"lii'befl.. ilftA17 

M_ 1. tl;a DIiM. ~ • • ' ..... <u Q;.. ' .. -b& lith 1Jl,d~",' u. u r ... u .... 
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0. ... 'All _~, la ... au, wS .... _"-re ., ,he rr.,. ..... 
, ... PUt C_U .... A' a"", _ a tet.pb" ull .. ,...."' •• a' \lila 
at .. tM' , ...... m," .. l ... Pi" ,-',-. __ " _n _ .. 
~"h"1, a' Pr.ve .. l .... ~1I..,.'-n. W.,.. ..... at .. \lie .. 
_kn ., tU PUt C-',-. .... ~'la\e1, lett their _rtt. ",",. 
halt ~v later a _1. Crl ... r ..... 0.-' _&triAl .......... 
"'fJ wi .... a Up' •• \1la& \e Iala .. U. M' \1 ... 41~ ',..tuel' ... 
'All t&Ire. ,. a lo .. pl\&1 "'Fe ... 11 ..... otb.' ... oua1_"_ 4le-
el .... tM' lib .,. 11 'rlll: •• la ... '1 .... M' \ha' ... !aU a ._ ... 
• t 'be lonJ.a. A c te. __ r bJ .. _ .t lIa~r ... wwkla& Ia 
uetboor -\r7 approx1Mh1, 1100 tN'....,. fb. o. .. rat ' .... 1 .t .. 
Fro,,..,I1 ... , .0Il"" '- M ... 0. .... Ilea M aftUan' tar th. II ..... ., 
a ..,rut t.r "~..,.tDar. 0. .... the .trlb -.1.,~ r.r-... "-• 
• nll. a _'ber .t ~ OSM""'" "..nl at \!Ie ,...", ... l ..... dIM' .. 
attl<5 .... lt M' "~tMr _ • ..,.,.. ••• Oil a .brp ., ... _a .UIl. "041, .... poIl. .""'uber .... u\end a ,1 .. ot &Ot pil" '- tbe ohal'p. 
Tho bltoel ","n la \h. alae oo1l\u4 tha' U ... ulel ha ... )Na ~loa11, 
~.l\lo tor l!Iatap.r~r to haft o-s.t," Ulo .. t with 1ft1l1l he it! 
obooJ'p'. ,11&, it _ule! haft "-0. aoo .. ..,., tor Il1a to _It owt ., IlltI 
oatfJ III. the .. 111 "'fJ &ail \toot lilt. the -\rJ 111 "'tell 00-..._ 
w.rlrtll&' .o,..o ... r. tho Val'-eI .. 'ben _ldala \hat .. the "..-.1_ .., 
004Ma .... app· __ W a t'Jl1\eel _"r &ad .. bel lila tw .. a"U .. " •• 
.. rei 1. tho VnU04. tba, tbe V.U.' ... M4 .al, '- .o.rcIa. _'Il .t tIIb1.1a 
llael *11 e1~'. It h ,be VAJ.'-el·. theofJ tha, tba hlopf\_ ,all '-
\hoe twe P"',.. .. l ... Pitt a_IUo_a _rlrSJ:I, wStll 00-. ...... =1-' ... 
Uat tbe two ,,"," .. I ... PI" C.-J.U._II .-.1,," 'ha ...... It _ 0. .... 
wilo b004 •• tho praTt ... do, T01~' \e ".1. tho DD1W. !boJ 0 .. '-11'" 
allo tlaa' tho Prlve .. 1T .. ,la...v' tl'l o.Uro ...... n tor tho Flu,?_ ., 
...... 111& ._ tlllUecI ;: l!I.'ber at 110111& It. OoclNa .lobl tM' ba __ .,"* 
.nr ttl. hou r-r- _h1A4 wi Ul .. pht haAdt. bel tb' .. be tarDe ..... 
z-d .. ' Me &nil h ,nt ... , Ua .. lt tho ...... U ... , Itf'Mt Illa twlN .. ,he 
a,... r .. lIltll1& SII .. ,~ truhre. 1IOI.\hor C,..tsou Iau"". M" ,bAa ... 
b. eta'" .'111 ruM!" a ~te.,.. 

ca Jan"f1r1 Inel \1>. offlo1&h at lr1ae • '-1n& t .. rt-l ot ... wtllrMJt 
ot .-hh .... r&".IO.to4 t!-... Sherltt to .tdlO11 ~d •. &, tbe at.. file 
IMrttt _.plld lUI" ,la .. tU., u.o there ha ... ~ .... ..,.. &tputb •• _ 
.tutl, Oil 111M ,. ...... rt,. ftIe 11110111& ot " ... _ ...... " .horiff. a\ U. 
al •• pro.lp1\&\o4 a tU-o&, tros , .. d.oa \11&, w ... tho ,,...,,40 _re 
r" ........ ho .ou14 .trike the aiM. 

OIl JUlAU7 '1'" 'u 'Mrltt ,..q""."" ha ... 1Mr Cl ,1r; to _, wit" 
hLa &Ill C.awe1 tor !tt.ftl J tn ~ purp., • • t Aport111& ~ n.ul' .t • 
_UIII 1itI.hh tM r . itt M4 )wt.eI "Uh Il UI_l.t~ • .r "'-0 UillW •• 
• ~ t-. .t \be J".,~"" "'ul..,. ... ec' tho H1A. 1 ...... r1nt'f:1iL,~' a\ tbo 111M. 
~ Sherttt .tot.eI h "".lM .. 016tk \la, tho PI''O£ .... I". P1U C~t," 
a\ the at_ ",-wei to hi. that ~l!!i'WMI "ri llla",to hA ... '~,. IInr •• ODibaI.l 
.... 1 .. UIIIa. rho lJnl.h4 C-.1t ';'~L.. ai.wl, -.t:&i;'l"tha' '\};;f91flo.n it 
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r~t~~~~~r!git~~~·~ C~I· ef~~~eg~~~( 1~~f·~~f·r ~~~ 'i~~ ~ ~ I'. I~ 8 ~~~~ ~~I~~ Gil. 8~" ~ 
~ ... tt ........ t rt:l t f ' £·~i ~ ..... ~. 1 04 ;r 
~f[~~'!.f:.~.:~41~l~ 1!~~ i tt ft~il;' ·t:l~~:~e·;' 
f .... ~ .. l!I ...... t! t .... ~.... ! ~ 111_ .. r ~~ ;! ... : .. 'Ira" !' • i .., I ~.. • Ol. i fi:t eo ... ... Ii :; I!! " i 2!. Ii It· • • ... i 
::~.i~~i~1~.E'{':t~~ !ii~!I" ~~:!i!';:lr~ tti:~I~~2!.f~ 
.,.. "C'I!' ~ • ~iqff1 .. f ,~r'tt .,.;.. .., ,~s " 
~i~:.·~~f~£~lC~~-1 :'~ •. ~ ri·":~i~'·f· Jt ' ~~t~i· 
i .... '" " • i ... :t ... ~ It .. ~ • H ~. 'I" ;2 '" ~ 1--· ~ I .... ~ ... • V"'~".;1 •• .. • ...", ;2'" " ~ • • ro"'~if.!·~ilfl ;~ (rl~j .r, is r'lri f .. li~I·=~ 
~:~!~;~3rii~r!1'~ii !r'.~! fjii~~'ij·[j it'J~~lfl 
"'r!'t! a:~:IiQ~f![i l~ [. I .. :'iJ 4-;-' I!i .:' 't ,I" ~ f~"f' t l.iJC5"'~~ ,_. :I~. .,. ," • a a;iff~li:~~ir.if,ff l~i· !~~i~£ f'~~1 ~rj!~f!=~ . 
.f.·,"~r~£ ':~···f:~r f~~f ffl~ir;'fl£~ f=riQ{~~' • 
• ~ : I: r::II: ~ i' if !.Q' = It .. (~e. ~ .. "4 f:l • .... : £ • £! i ~ =- e! II" t. 2!. • 
Ii ~ .r .! .. ,. Ii I' 'il !!1: 5 t .. • ... ! f • ' - ~ r ; f • r i ;-! to • r ~ : 
= It ; = ~ f i i f'!~ r ~! i .1 iQ i ~ f! I· '1 i ~! f f ~ ; t i ... '1; ~ ( .. i I: i ~f i.I --.~~t"")ff .... ~I~ ~~~~ r~ ... l -- ~~§.l ... PI .. '" ..... • .. • ... i. '" ..... ~~ ... ... ~ .: • • t 
:;!ii~=!f~ii,r:i~:~ {I f~ e!flf:1E~~fif '£f~!~£ifr 
!~l ~;!fiiil:~!;tff f~il j'l ~~!~i!;! ~:~~!f~:£ 
it!lr!;~!.f. [t':!-'.r::'t.i'.'J Ittilw' 1:!- tii:it:!£·J ·1"~~i' .. 1" 

._H .• 101 ..... ,_141;'3 j Ii." r:"~ .. _a.1t ..... __ IO .. "t 

ilif~1 i~ 1 ts~t. i[! ,!. I 'J.;i'i,r'! r:I~", 
r!t I if4' Ii 1"1: I 41 f • of . 
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la '11. ... • t ~ s.,w-- .t the l11l •• l1 CMl b4u\r7 ....... ,.­
J. ~ Ia ~ I •• III nUMb alp' \e HrSMa11 at,..W. 

t ... ..,. lIoau", ItIl. .... On,,.1W ., nUM1I wre_ a l.tter 
'- .......... '111& tb' ariU.A& _IOU .. ter lot. -tr_ ,be .. , et tile t.,.... .t lta\. Icr .. r-a' _ \rlA& .. lied" .. "1_' U ,he 111m .al_ 
taU" ... lIM, .1r '11 ... - 1M ,1_. ,. 1Ih10 the CJo ... r:aor ral.~ 
..... \!:la' the ... wa1 .. _al ... Ull all ti\elr 41It.relltl •• 1a a pe ... 
tal w.,. J 0 .." ... repU ... h ,_ O .... ,.er \7 aRb, ttl. 0.-,._ ' • 
• ,ad .. , • _,.., ,.n et lib.,.., •• w .. t.ratae .... 10 .1 tile \we a.a1_ 
raF .. ..u " -JwS 'Ir ...... \e .... n ,0181101 ... 11~ ..... D tbe rh,,1 
talti_.' I ... ,\el101a& • __ paper 1'-- .n-arla, lD ',riD,I't.W 
_papen ftrb& 'u 1&., tnt cIa¥' MulD, wiUl the .. to"." _'tar 
.. ,..!.aM!", Lt .. , .... Y _11 Y • !!tn'paper el1nllls rr- ~1' ~" 
CUMl' !J'1~ ntlb1D& ,he •• bup ., "rr.epoD4eaee .~ .. tile 
..... ,.. ., the I._ ............ 

ra ..... r te ."'&b nrs' hM. Sat,raU .. ralpMt1Dc It. (1) rtl ___ .a.-._ .... __ ... _ .... ___ . __ " ... ~ __ ~ ~_ "_6-"-'_~ _. _~ .. I""'" ........ .,. .• ~tI,.... .·_'rw..-. v .. _ra _. a.J~~ ....... ..- .... ,. .... ..,. ........ __ 
atI111a"''' tria N .ar1ClJ"' ., .b, ••• an the -r1'Je" .U" .. _ ,_ 
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1~ 0a~U' 1. 1_. 

All'h1ll\1 Tuas.'l •• Ir. -' .. wort .. _ '"prattN on.Mr _, 
lHO • .... .....,... Illa .1'" ~. 111. rather, .LIIth'llif TUalUa. Ir •• 
~ , .. U Ca .. \0 Pro£19 .. 1 ... '--.1 H. _t11 1Ieo;r, 1HO, ~ WII. '"ppet 
":r \be l .. al hI'_kr 1. lNO. 

t..., DaiLl ••• ~r., -n \0 11101'\: at _ 'WNIlU" o.~ I. IND • 
... ... ..,... M. Jo\ ~ IlU t.ther, 'l~ ~.o •• r., •• -. ...... r 
la ~ .~1JIt:ot rro,,...a1ft '-.. 1 " ., thl ti_ e-".or ....... , ... 
~j ~-r; '.1"-1. 
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h.rp 1fl."lJI& _, te _rk ~t 11. litO ... a U.'Derwu'. 
~l,.r. lII .... r t. 'IlM.U.a 10. 8 be .tat •• 1a )Ita atr14a.".t tt.t .. 
"olo~ to J'nlveu1 ... Looal TT at tbe u.. be w.' to ",6rk a' n.s. I. 
"-' waA.r NMl'lc8 M .\at ...... , be 1rU DOt pal ... p to ... t. u4 41«! ... 
~_r .twA u .u' paJ'Sa, '-a n,. !:aulAer _. _111. h tlll4 .... rH.'" .r 1f1 ... taa 1a ,be tiAlIZ1a1&1 r .. ori .r LHal n. bat roWlil • 
n •• '" 1& tM iliad •• or a .0Uac .r 1.000.1 " uU April Ii. lilT 'MwlII& 
tU.t 1f1o .. 1&, __ u.ppo' fl'. _MraM, _ tu. t ... to rn lath" _ 
.... 17 w1~ ~ •• _tlttat1oa or tbo 'r0P"S .. l ... JUaen. 

\hUM S .... ,...t te _rk 1'4l7 I. U60 &I • tla'Dersu. 11.-"'­
'bat be ... ao\ a .-!IeI' or .., 1&1_ a' th. U. be .. Dt to _111: at .u. J bd !la' __ .. __ I' ot mara .. 1 ... Loo&l '" bt11 1.,, __ 1' 11. 
181.. 'no reeor4e et ,"," .. 1.,. Lo •• l TT ahow Ulat SaMo au o& .. ra\o& 
t.,. J_. I~ • ... ~, ... 4 lept __ r. UIII aM 1rU ho,.,..s trca _ ...... 
o~, Ie_.., 1. 1 ... 

nlJ'4 0.1£0 ... 11\ w _Itt ..... M! 41"n la JQ17. 18tO. • 
.tau. tu., ....... __ I' et tho rrear .. ah". at tho tt. be _, ,. 
"I'll: ~, .... a.t ~_r ~ 1Ioal _Mr. IxalA.r t~ tJtll .. '. 
,.. .. ri 1_ tM .... ot Fro,",.1,.. '-&1 T1 .Moh .t"". th., 0.140_ pdt 
.... 1a tMt 1oe&1 _'11 April. 19.0 aacl _. cfroppl4 hp" 1. l'tO. • 
... tbo,..ta,.. oUll a _lIer of .... al TT at tM tt. he ........ Ma " .. 
1& h17. 

.1M 'feu ... t to _rtt ... a tn.t 1&1"1' .l~t 10. !PtO. • 
.tato. tJlat .. _ •• .-bel' or LMal '" at tM u.. be _d to .. rtr ., 
J!u J. I'M ..... rca ~ .... 01 " at ... tbat lie au a _'Del' 1a , ... ,b.M-
1q ~ tt. ... tn. wo .... x.u.1a.C ~ '. lHl. 

Jeba J!4awtal (.pell .. D-A-.-T-I-W lie tho ...... 7'. ed tM 
-.1 .. '. \ootl) ,,-,.\ to .. rk u • ..1. 4r1wr abo'" t~ aUell •• r ~un. 
UtO M •• qe \ba' be we .. __ .. et FRan,l1 ... 1.00&1 " at the tt.o _ _ a' .. weft. 'l_lal ..... nl.a ot LMe.1 1T .how ,bat OM .. I , .. 14 4_ .. 
u..t 1Nal _Ul ~. lHO u4 __ ""p,.4 AIIpa' 1. 1840. Ie we the .... 
t .. .un • __ til I.-t " ., tM tt- he _, to _rk .t IttIIO I. 

Yl ... t Chen1. wa\ ,. work ... 'tM.1"NIl .lIapIt I. u.o. Ie 
nd .. tJIa, ........ __ r til L->oal " at the \1M __ , \o .. ~ 1M 
........ t &.eal n ... u..t Ch.ra1a ... :&0111 .... '" tor All(Ut. 1160 .. 
r ...... wral _the ,n ... tMre" aM .. In,,.. t .... _'Derahl, '"-w 1. 
lttlt. • .. t.a.orotoro .Ull •••• 1' .t rr.ero.al .... Let&l " ...... -'_ .. ..-., ..... - . 

... 10 .~ _At to _rk.. h, • ell" ..... _ '-, 1& NT, 
IND. .. .......... , ........ _'1Ior .t &II,J wat_ at \be \S- .. .at 
.. _rk ........... _"r ., tilt Frevo .. 1 .... r .... l'U .. Ul April, 
UII. 1M ".'1'_ fII ""~.d_ J._o1 111 tMw~' J~r _II. 
, ..... r.r ..... tr_ ... , 1.-1 _ •• , .. _r t. llll. I_1MI' .. ~. tIM 
.......... ., Ill. '-1_51-, .. &II,J .tIII .. luero.l1 ... Loh1 ala .. \11&, , .... 
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w.rrla& .. ,.,.~Ia 1 ., .... n.n'. ,"n'w.t ... ' r. 
11. lND la &1_ " b .'d., .. , t. ,.., lawltic.tta. .• II._U \e ... 
et tM alhpt lad'"'- la -".\ ."U_te tw .. lITreM,.re "...'''. 
".M .1 .... I. U._lft. ""'-re ", tile" t .. lll1 ..... .u,,_ e6 
""a1ll& the Val'-' Is... .. Ibn. la la'urt..ta& ,_ .1p ... r- .-
.,1.,... __ "". t •• ,. at' 5' .............. 4Ul...s W .... ,, __ 
tJoJ.a tea' k\ .,.. _ ..... Nl. U wtU lIT an .... , .... ." .. ., 
Val r1~t;r-tr .. ''IT' UIa' .., _lIT, .t \M '"P"Mri"t. _ .t ... 
Val.t., l4,h," u._ " .' ".lIT. ,,. I.tprau. .... lid ._, "1 ... 
""" wpm .. U. Jrie, " \Ml.r .,~.,., riM J"'" ....... 
.. , , .. vM .,l~.' ~1I&lI ,.la'I .. . 

a.tur1ac .. II .... '_ra' ..... 1' ..... • 1 :.-., nn 'Itot.NIa 
It 11 ,t.". \hat tbe '"poe .. l", .u ... UIa' 'M '.ru.J' ........ 
lIN,.,hlll& vUIa "tn ... hU .... et __ ~lt" 111M .. Ibn la ".,eI' .. Vi'''''''' .4 .... ~ .. ,.upi .. ~IW .... _1~. tIl18 ... 
dr ... ~ lIT. ,...nl, .. ft.... ...... It wtU lIT "eellM tM, Cta! ~ 
Iot_n., ... 1 •• h ..... , u... .\at. law ret-1.reC \M ....... 1 \e trm" 
rulllth. ter URiW ... It .. ~.. Ir-t"r ••• .-.4 • .." It ... 
pun1 .ala, la • .t .- .ta_ eI Ullaalt •• ' a .. " at _ 18' .,-.~ 
lb. ,.1 ...... wiU lIT t .... la ,..~r&pk IT ........ 

It .... __ .... .,. " _U tw.r _ tid. ,..nlhlN ..... 
It the .n.," rar...1 te lINpla. 

!be ..... pr.rav--Jh ...r., (I) la .:w . • ten '. --.",..s.. 
ret,,.. h pace , .1 Ih., .. ,'. "PO" tItIhll Iau te .. wt\b u. ~1'117 .eal 
r.4a. 1b1l .. ,,,, WILl ,.rbr' •• , .M nft'1elTIIUJ .1NI la tile 
rapor' eI o.w"" 'L !he 'iAi'1UQ' M' .. la1tW '" att16uU •• ~ 
'&t.d ..... ..." f.-1M. _ "&IU' '" Carl .hUft. 'na14eat ., tile 
C'*P"''Q'. tItIhll h a\tuhe4 be,,_ .. bb11llt IU, ~ .tM, d." 'r 
s... ... 1. 10'''''''' t.r the ''''''P"J. 1Ib1oJa II "'tuhed bern. .. Idll'" 
1'f. a-!arr lieu ...... u.., \he .. We nh1\l" e1 .... U) \Me pal .t ... _,trr. 

la ~ thir. pr.racrafla ...... (I) ...... ten', _ ...... f6 
De,,"r Ib' ... te. tala, tJt.rN ftOIl .... " _ ... la ... laiaealJ lIT, • 
• lall'tt'. ,..lU ...... , tu'1l _ ~ II .t 'be 0.,,", ,til ,.ten .. 
tJt.r 1ft .. , tbat M 'ft\Il4 alp u 'ODtrM' ", IUQ' kia'. l1li' t ... _~e 
,..1'11. Ie .. , t.nll _ pa.cl &I \hat tMaa -n11lC8 _ •• UtaW .. &&I'M'" 
... , _ ..... U. ''''" .. 1 ........ \be '.puiJ. I' .!lOllle _ pola ..... 
ald.. \hat \be ,, __ , 1. u.. ftlr .. baU", ., tile , ... ", .. h •• ,..,.,. .... 
" _ the 111 ..... • 1 .... U., .14 la ,.l!rw.r7. 1140 eurla& \be -eet ..... 
'1 .. lIT .... ,,.. .-ftUIl .e the ' ... poe .. 1ft'. "-' tala, \be .. P'U"" I 
.la ............ alp" .e , ...... 1 ... W .... U ... , ...... .... 
• la .... or u. ,~ ._ " lIT la ,be ft11. ,.,.tba,..,... 1Ir. It.heft 11M "1l1e. la \ha pre •• _ of .poaal Dlrr •• r ""_nlll all. 'h14 )beeSe. 
Clark '" ... 1ft' .e. ••• 1-,-111\ • 
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STATlI 01' ILLIJrOIa ) .',., ';' . 
• sa • . .,.­

COUNTY OF SJNGAlI~ , 

: 

, 
• .(-. 

AFFlDnl'l rIP LIm EIISBL' 
Dirtl Coal P1nu md Road 

Fundi 

Le. EDsel. be1n& tint dull .worn 

and _,tat'I' 

n,at he 11 t~ atto~~, i:~'the ~~'~~~7~0-t.(.;OorpaZl1;,[~rnfi 
and re~es,eDtod thlll' at 1'a.r1ou. proceed11l&1 with the, 

.. • ". • -" .J. ..... ,. • -.: ,~- " • " .. "I' 

-In barg&.ln1og agents ot Local 54, Pro,reaal ... )lino 'Io~r •. 

, ' ,:- .. ;: ~;: ,: ·~:'~r~:-~.o}~i:;; ~:,ty i.··.:"OC. 

That thi. aftiant ...... at a moot1na held Oc' ~u17' 
. ."'" • '-','~ :', f.: ,"'\";' .. :.\."",~. 

1940. at the Leland El:/t.l. 10 aaid CitT of Spr1n&tlell1i ~.,' ,-,\,',.'"·".i 

. I·111n01 •• tosoth6r 'w1'th 1Ir. C~l Elahott, ~1'r'1~1~"nt"ot\~'X 
• ", -. -. ~ . - .• ~ '", .',.' ~'I-.".- . 

lIine "B' Coal C"",panl u repreunt at1 VII of the lIloe; 'an4 " 
- .~ -, -,··~·~ ... J·_-_r·"·:·:,T.·T-·-~ 

of Al:>erlcaJ 

that Wl111am !:<10k, lobo IIcC&OO, lfl111aa Sc~n.an4 ·other. '_ 
. .f. I .. : .~- -... "~ .~' ';~(>_:i~.{-"'~·-j":- ",', 

.ir. pre.ent at .ald me.ties repr •• ent1ns the·CO.LL41~1;~1~ 
~ 0) .: ~ f . \ .. -.,,;.:.;...._- ,', . 

8a.1n1ng qenta, ot tocal 54, ,ProFu . 1rorl<.ri 
••. ' '"' •. .' ."'" . .,..!. ", ~ • (. 1.-.... 

Tbat at ,aid meetlni -thl' ' 
• •• ,,-_ -10.-~~<.. .:.'! .,.::'.-.,~\ 

..... nta did uk aboUt the.oO'.u.I~~l;~on 
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tar road coal was dererred tar rurt~r discussion at the 

re'peot ot the collective bAl"C;ll1.n1no -santa) 
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~nt tb4r.upon atated that It wa. hi. 

that 'ther\;,-.d.' ~.i~~sed to tt. emplo,.u or ~'" 
... ~.... ,~ ~~. <0; _~ 

lIl1na'''and that an7 d1etrlbution .ho\ll.d be lOade dlreotl7 
_'",c,""~:_ .". ...• ,.-::~--_. ~~-~_. ; ..... .-1.-"; •. ; 

" far the bend'it fit all the emplo)'8u ana that It would ~ 
'" .-~.<" .. :r 1. .~ .\~ • ":. "',':': r' _ 

7?:.:H'l(~; ,!".,\lora,:?, ~,~ ~MI1:.t~ • &14, ru'lde to b.oome part or the a .. et., 

,,' . or the State Org-.nluUao or the Prosr.uln 11111e Worker. 

, , 

.....• :~ "-

" , 

'.' r'. 

- ~ . ~ . -::'-. .. . . 

,~ rurther thi. arrlant' .ugc;eeted that suoh 1'und. be turned 

," 

'. 

- .... "~" .. '. . 

DYe!' to 8117 local chAritable O1'&en1zaUOD whioh would b. 

~~"ept~bh to both h1luel~ and tho oollective bolrgdnina 

agent. to b. e1.tr1buted by eald charitable orgent'atioD rar 

'the '~ediat. be~Arit or the c~lt7; the colleotlva bar­

ganing agent. reruaed to aooept thie sugge.tionJ 

Thi. arriant thereupon proposed that he rerund the 

dlrty coal'rlnea 10 collected to every 1na1v1~ual .~plQy'. 

tree ''bom the dooka .. are "",de; this propo.al aealn ..... 

rejected b1 tba .at d colleotive b .. rga~ning agent.; 

Whereupon, this .ffiant dld aug~ •• t that h ... ould l1ka 

to dl.tribute ouoh rund. eo held 1n oscrow on a pro rata bas1& 

• to the widows and faJlllllas "I. tbl! cue tu8.y be or a01 individual 

injured durlng the cour.a or hie omploymant elnca the re-openlng 

or sald "lna wB-; this propos,a! asain "as rejeoted by the 

eoll&et1v& bargalr~ns _santa ana 000 or the ma~bers of said 
c 

latter group reque.ted that further dlscussion ot the matter 

be dela7sd and any actlon with rererence to the dlstrlbution 

of B&id rinaa b& deferred until the opportunlt~ prosented 

It.~1r to diecus. the matter~:a~a dlscu •• ion to be bald between 
... 

the .aid oollective barealning .sent. and th1. afriantJ 

That the mlnut~a of ~e aRid meeting cOQP11ed by 

.Tohn J.[cConl1. a ,,,,,,,ber of the collective bars;Rlnlng group . 
etated that too disc"seion 'aDd the subject of the rund. ror 

- 2 -
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.. • --,-:-. " .. -:' '\_>';~~.-: .. ';;~':. 
Carl Ele hot l' , be1~ r1rat &117 • ern OIl oa'Ia:\. 

tl,.,ous &ntl stat ... ' " ',.: •. ~.: ;~;:~,~;/ri~~~;;:. 
That be 10 Freo1tlent or the 111ne IB- Coal 'CO!i!p&D7;" 

Sprlnzt1eld, 11110018. ..; . ",';: ~i/:';1~+--"~'-" 
.... " ., 

That durln.:; the oourse or & meetlnc; ot th1a 
.. 

and t~ oolleotive bargaIning agonta or Local 54, 

~Ine Workera of Am~rica, held on ~ulJ 12, 1940 at 
. / , 

iiohl In 'said City of Springfield, tho. t this affiant d14 ~> ';,. 

·>···~t·,. 
tl1!ou •• w1th the oolleotive bargaining agants tha tl1atri1nlt1OD',·~ .• ' 

of tha road coal fuM ~ the dIrty ooal finea; that .. 'Qt;,::'fj:­
July' 1, 1940 the road coal fund I\mounted to $122,9;5 and th.·:'.i:. \~ . 

dirty coal fln.s anountod to $717,10 and that these ~. ' 
. ~. :; 

t'.a FIrat National '!lank of Sprl".,t'1eld, I1lino1a. 
, : r' .- . -. 

That th1a affiant did explaln'tha foresolnc; to the 

collective bar~ainin~ a~enta and asked them what their 1de. 

was as to dI.trlbutlon of said tuna., . 
The colleotive bargaIn1ng agents d.~and.d 

~; . 

funds 00. held in esorow be forthwith tranaforred to the. . ".; 
- ,\':' " -;.-. 

Dlotrlct Soorotary of tho Progreso1v8 ~lne Worker. of knerl~.~ ':"!r." 
to be used by .aid Dittriot Se.cretary 1n AnY lI1B.nner be aight 

••• tit, -. . . , . 
- ~ 't._ 

." ~. . .... .-... ~'. 

;-,::. 
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, . 4o.,Job. pa.N.Dto~ &.lid DO TiOt1a1 .... UOD. I. nat suarantee tbat 
aU Job •. lD t.bII 111M. wolllc1 be protected and DO II1DII worker. wollld 

..' ~ rlotla1se4 lD &117 "'7 •• bape or t'ona t'or put aotiT1th. or anion 
:~: .~ . ;' .. aftU1.atl ••• 

~~ " :',>5. v: ,,\-' 
t:":~::l ';. a. atpSkfng II1Mra. It 18 cs.r1nlto17 1Indoratooc1 &.lid ~oc1 tba~ 

all m.za.ra ot either tllAt Dnlted Kine Worker'll ot .&aerica or the 71'0-
Cro .. 1 .. Jl1.Dt Worker. ot "'rioa, 1Ibo han loat their .. plo,-ent dR. 
to tIlo paat oonrllot. 1I'1U b. entitlod to _plo~ent .... llable at 
all. .s.a.. wltll1D the J1lZ'1.d1.Uon or D1atrlctl.2. United K1M Worill ra 

.• t AM riM •. ,"\ .... _ 
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.TOg SCHOlDER after tin' ~~ dal7 ooa _ "'\hc.e~~ •• ' ... 
• tatee tbat b. 1. 1:h. JP1 nenOial ... r.tan. t.oal Va1oa. 1M. . 
I'rolr:uin 1I1D •• o~.r • • t ".riea} that b. baa It ... "'IP'!J'e&, 
at • B CMl ~~-7 ~or u.A7 7Mft. ,,' ..' _ '. . (' • '" . 

.uti.t .tit .. that b. 1m .... ot Ill. on mowle4&e \bat 1)oe1-'. 
h..qual. w ••• xpelled. tre. Looal 1Ia1_ 1M. f ••••• • t •• ,.n-
k "'J l.tt:b. IN!. ~ , 

AttiGt .tat .. \bat -sa h..qual. baa alw&7' Ita_ U.tect _ .... 
••• berahip roll. of th. Procreed'" 1I1D •• orker ... pew'-'. 
f~equa1 •• 

• 

.~~ . 
, , \ h'beori~ and 'WOl'D to b.tore _ Ud. '~~.t ~1lU7. 1141 

,. 

';0 , 
~ '\ i 

I I \. ~ 

. 

- '. ~ 

r~~.~ 
----------------------

" , 

, 
, , 

. ' " .' 

. -

" 

, . 

,;. •. - <';,' 

, 

"'0,. \ 
- . - -



... .,...---_ .. _--

• 

~; ; : 

• ( i' 

. . 

• 

Bun OF n.t,nom ) sa 
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JOBlI GRaB, a1"\.1' t'1.J'.t hLns ~~ .worn on oath d.po ... and .t&t •• 
t.bat h. _. Board Member ~or Board Kemblr D1.trlot 10 •• , Prov •• 11 .. 1 
1I1,1l •• 0rk.Z'I ot .la.rioa, and 1 •. aoqualAtl4 w1th H.V. Cunr, tor.ar 
-.p1.7.. ot DtDk.rt X1De. 

ut'1ant .tat •• that 1a ~. tall of' 19;5g th1. II&ll W&l dlloba!"8~ 1'01' 
1ao~.tIllOl h'oa thAt D1Dk.rt tiD.. Afnillt .tat .. that a. Board. 
"ab4tl' h. wok Q hi. oa .. tor h1a and 1Il aoool'd.&no. with the JOUl •• 
ot the Ozo&&Il1.aatlOll, It wa. rlt.rr~ to a COII:!Il1 .. 1on who _d. a 
tlll41.na a&Un.' OU"YIl'. Affiant .tat .. t~t th1. JUd. CarYe!' -.4, 
aDd 1M to14 tai. arrlant 111'101' w thI t1ae h. obta1nld a Job at 
1I11l0 • a.-l Goap-'V, \bat it the ProV ... i .... J(1n.r. 0 ould Dot 40 
_~l·C I'll' Ia1.a (a.lD!D& .oul4 not ,.t hi. Job back) h. woul.d.", 
~ a:a Oraei .. Uon that would. ~. aan then went to work at Il1De 
B Ooal. o..paq, &DC! hal .1T.r at 8117 U •• atteawt.d to tak. b1. 
o&1"d ...,. t'l'OII the D1zIltert 1I1n.. ~. affiant know. that at t~ 
t1ae h. o'bta1D.d hi. iOb 'at 1I1n. B h."a. "l'J' bltteJ' ap.1.n.t tM 
Pro~ .. h. Or&an1.at .. 

", . ~r ~n_t .~.tb .t. 
:f. 

: ~~,,--;,.; . ~ .• ~ --~, ---~-
, ~ , ~ "f(. ~ "oS 7-~J.:;';-

:',' ~~.~~~~!~: .... ;. berOft ;.. tbJ..l!.4q ot l~, UG 
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r,j").ol e . ~ I 
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IIlDI'OiW!OO1l 
On !>eceaber 30th. i~.o __ bel" or the Orln&Doe COlllll1ttee tor the 
Progr. •• l .. e -ine Worker. ot .&.menca reported to -r ott1ee that 
whj,l. tbl;y .ere liieoua.ing &rie-nno ... 1D the oUlee or the Jl1De 
Superintendent. Beeklebeok accompanied ~1 William Lanak1 0 ... 1Dt. 
tb. orrioe. 1.'he Coaza.1 tt.e report. that Palolttl. Mine Super1ntell­
clent, told Lmlelq to atal a~ fro-. the alne propert1 a. he _. 
aot an e..,101ee ot the a1ne. Beoltlebeok then told '-.lutts. that 
Unaq .oul.d not lea .. e the a1ne propert7 •• lone; a. be Beekl.beok". 

"_. there. end that 110 I'rosre .. l.e II1ner. would work at that a1ne 
artlr the 16th. Lanak;y continued to at.,. on the a1ne prope!'t7 
and hal Men 1Il and around tile lI1.ne propert,. and .aab hou .. 
practloal~ oTe1'7 4q aiDee. 

% _ attaoldag bereto attldant ot Su ... tore Catalona to the ettee' 
that Lanaq again 1nt1a1dahd b1.a lind threatened b1.a on the prope!'t7 
eo JanUU7 eth. 
% haTe Item 1.Dtoraed b7 tbe Kine CoJDlttee that th1a _Uer .a. qa1.a 
oal.l.c1 to hl.oettt'. attention and Palo-ettl ha. re1'1l .. d to 40 -7-
th1ng whahTer about I.en'kf OOW'", em the a1ne prope!'t7", aDd 1Dt1a1- " 
clat 1.D& ~1.07".. "" 

~" -,'. ~ , 

• 
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(,> ta ... ~ of t.ba ~ ec\a of 1n\1I1idaU-. thna\a 
.... -.l~ t.ba ~ 1a of tha .. _ tha" a i;bo~ ~t.l_ 
1tI~ 

(4) f\ 1a allapd \ba\ t_ -.pl.o;pM, ..... \IT ...., ...... ,.... 
.. pIIIi Wa1.W7, S", eel., iii t.h1A U. Can ... " Dec, .. 1a c-8S4 .. ~ .n MIa 
r.iAnaW .. ~ b7 .-141. ne. QIl pee" of Claft'a"llO" . 
rat_ 1 • ..s. &0 V- _ ..s ClaJ1I: nat. tha' • -.".,:'1 w. 
....... , wlil be MIlC.\\ed. •• MIdI "JO'\ &o'S*'N to ~ Me..... Ja 
\lila ~le 7f'AT .'WaUe 1a .. )Jed toe I'II4lDe .. ,~·. eppoe1\1011 toe tot.-. 
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1f1LLUX OaOKPTOI UteI" t1r~t l»el~ du11~ n.l'Il _;:;..;. ... ~" .. i'£ ....• ,'", ',­

oath depo ... and .tat .. that he 18 the preunt lOud .... ..,.. ~",}:'1i.: -T· . 
D1.trlot 11o. "i P.K ••• ot A. ;;>',' .... ;~;";~~~'~_ 

• . '. ".., .,)-~" -.~ . ..... .,:y ~<,. 
Utlant .tatu that lIhort17 athr aD Order .a •. ·.atn .. ·', . 

b7 the Ii.Uonal Labor MlatiClllI Board requiring the JUDe I O~ :'j .. , .. 
Colllp&117 to nlgotiate with Local. VnlOD 1M, P ••••• ot A. a. ,_ .. ",,': 
exclua1n rlpr ... n~hl ot thl IlIWl0711. ot that II1De in Nape.' \-::,., 
to ratel ot pal houre' of _pl0Jaent and etber .0nlUt10D* .t. .-':' 
l.ploJlHnt, Cari nlhott, tbl principal owner aM oparatol' .t II!.u .! 
B Coal COIllp~told tIlll attiaDt and other a-.bar • • t ~e lo.a1'," ' .. 
~"pre'lnt1n,; Idd Inolll Union IN that 1t ft. 1&").eI. ,. aeloUa, • . l:" 
or attempt to nlgotiate a oontraot tor the 1' .. 1011 tbat he d1c1ao' .. ··:·, .' 
at le •• t tor lome U.e, intend to rllWM ~r~~lOD .t 111. a!·.1 -;.::" , 

(elgDec1) 

,~ .• 
. ,-,.,."I.: .. '~ • -.,.,: ~~_ • 

W1iU .. Clr~ta ';-: .. - .. : .. ' . 
. ' :.. .......'~ ~"'.. .-

• 1.:," . .. 
Subaorlbld &Dd 81IOl"n to l»etore .. thi, 1,t dq ot Ooto'bl1'. lItO ' . 

. ' . , 
- ~ .. ' - Of •• ,..:" 

(a1goec1 . " ; -~' . 

, 

111 cqmDl1l11ion expire. 1I0'Y. '1'7, 1N1 
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1.':7 name 1s John Groh. I am Board .!ember tor District BOe .­
P.~.W. of A. It is my duty to represent the Progresslve K1nera 
ln thls dIstrIct in the handlIng of disputes and £rleyance •• . 

,Since the re-opening of ""lne B I have been unable to eat 
the -lne B Coal Company to tollow either past custom or procedure 
or agreement between the company and the miners 1n regard to hand-
11ne of disputes. In support of thIs charge I submlt the followIng. 

On Dece:ncer 12, 1939 I was called to Ulne B on a ahot-flrera 
dls~ute In rebard to the amount of wages due. Arter the re-openlng 
of ·lne B Elshofr telled to pay the miners the amount he paid 
on and prlor to I~ 12, 1937. I could not reach an agreement 
with ~alcettl, the SuperIntendent and Elshoff, and they refused 
to write up the case In accordance wlth past custom and procedure 
at the mine. 

I was called out to tlle mine to handle the dlscharge case 
of Wil11am ;':ollnskey on Fel,ruary 20th, 1940. Vie could not reach 
any agreement, and aealn the company refused to wr1te up the case 
in accordance wlth past custom. At this meetine I again requested 
that the co~~any write up the case of the ehot-flrers and they 
again refused eaylne that they would wrlte up no cases as all 
dlsputes would have to be settled at the mine. 

On April 9th, I again requested that Falcettl and Elshott 
write up the shot f1rers case and Molinskey case, and they agaln 
refused. 

After the company and the mlners agreed upon the method 
of ~andlIn£ dlsputee, 1 went to the mine and requested that the 
d1scharEe case of 'IIl1Iam l':ollnskey and the shot f1rers case be 
written up, and company again refused. Th1s happened about the 
17th or 16th day of ~y. 

I went to the mine to handle the d1scharge ease of V1ncent 
~4tJeka, and took this matter up wIth both Faleettl and Elahott. 
Vie could. not agree and again the company refused to wri te up the 
ease In accordance wl th the agreement. On July 13th, I went to the 
mlne to handle the d1scharge case of Lester "11kerson. I took this 
matter UD w1th ~alcett1. and we could not arree and F'alcettl would 
not write up the ca.e. "On July 30th, lJ40,-Charles Bohannan 
.~peared on behalf of John Remac, dischar6ed Un1ted ~ne Worker, 
... d argued hilS case 1n my presence. Company recognized Bohannan 
as the representat1ve of Remac in hand11ne of thIs d1spute. 

(sirned) .Tohn Groh 
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JOHN R. ~~E. arter tirst belng awom on oath deposes and 
8tate~ that he was deslgnated 11,- members at Local Union 154,. Pro­
Cres31ve Uine Workers ~r AmericA &1 one or • CQ~tt.e to nes-. 
o~iate • contract with the Kine B Coal CCllliparq. 

Artiant states that &fter the re-openlng ot the Kine. he, together 
wIth other members or t~e committee, met on aeveral occasiona 
tor the purpose or negotIating • oontract. 

, 

Affiant st.tes toat on edther November 29th or Noyember SOth, li~i. 
be met wIth Carl Llshorr at the Leland Hotel at the request or 
the Bald Carl Elahoft tor the purpolle or dlacu181ng· the oheck-
otf provIsIon of a contract. Art1ant atates that .t this meet1lls 
Carl Elaho!! atated that he would.not grant tbe Progressive Organ-
1zatlon • check-ofr because he dId not 11ke the OrganIzatIon, and 
Intended to do eyerrthlng In hi. power to deatro~ it. He at.ted 
tba t whlle he 1rOuid deal wI tb hie employees at the alne, be 
would not agree to anyth1ng that wouJ.d be ot any aId or benerlt 
to the ProgressIve OrganIzatIon. He further atated that he 414 
not only dialike the Progrellllw Organ1&atlon. but he 41d not Uke ..... - - .... ~-~-,- -- ... - -.... _--
~~. U.l..I.l.C.l. ..... V.I- "''''D ."' .. v ... -..... ". 

(aigned) ~ohD B. Kane 

Subscribed and awom to betore _ thla 1~th d&7 or September, l~4,O 

(algned) Bd1 th C. Tha.aa 
iot&r7 l'ubllo 

. 

. ",. 
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John ~cCaan arter tlrat beIng duly a.orn on oath d.polel and lay­
that be la the dUly .lect.d, ~allfled and actlng Secretary-Treasurer 
of Dl.tr1ct 110. 1. PJ'ogre8llhe Min. Workera of Amerlca~ that aa auob 
Secretary-Treaaurer be k.pt the minutea of ~et1ngs bet.een the repr.­
•• ntatl ..... or JUn. B Coal Company and ot Local Union ISf. P.M.W. ot A. 

Atfiant atat .. that during th. mor.thll of Ifa;r. June and "ul,. • .l.D 
19.0 reprell.ntatl .... 11 of Mine B Coal Company dId me.t occaaionallJ 
for the purpoa. ot negotlatine a contract. Affiant atate. howe .... r. 
that during .aid period or time Carl El.hort. Op.rator and Princlpa1 
Own.r of the Company trequently and cona1stentlJ continued and po.t .. 
poned th" _eU.ngl. 

• 

.',,,-

AffIant .tatea that from "Y' 13th until June 13th aaid Carl 
_ Blahott poatponed •• etlngll with Progreillvell thre~ timel, 

t'lra.t 011 account ot the death ot hia moilh.r. 2nd on account ot hi. own 
11lD •• a, and third, on account ot hia w1fe 'a 11ln •••• 

AffIant t'urther .tat.. that th. ech.dul.d meet1nga ot both 
Jul.,. 6th and Jul.y 6th were pOllt~oned .,. Carl Elahott. Affiant atat .. 
that again on Jul,. 9th repreaentaUv.a ot Local Un10n ISf. _t at the 
d.algnat.d place tor the purpOl1l ot negotlating a contract. Rlshott 
tailed to app.ar. Aftlant _tatell tbat on July 29th, Carl Elahotf 
attempted to again continu. a .chedul.d but r.pre.entatlv.s ot Local 

• 1JD1on #54 went to the a1n. propertY' and wbmltted detlnite. proposal. 

. -

to the .ald Carl lUahott which Rlahoff agre.d to accept or reject the 
t'01l0w1ng~. Aftlant .tat .. that on July 30tbaaid Carl nahott taUed 
to appear at .aid ... ting and tal1.d toaaaign any reason or excua. 
tor hi. failur. to app.ar and accept or r.ject tbe propoaitlon .ubmItted 
to h1a the pl"n10\ll .sq. 

Affiant t'urtber .tat .. t bat Iilthough carl Elaho!t haa _t w1th 
repreaentatlYe. ot Local Union 1M at d1ff.rent t1.u and ha. agreed 
to oertain phaa •• o. the oontract. b. haa clear17 d.monstrat.d hi. 
ba4 ta1 th 'b7 retuaing to put Into toree and ert.ct tbe ph .... or oontract 
ap-eed upon a. he hal cCD.lItentt,. retuaed to wrU. up tile evidence 
in ell oo!Bplll n to...... and hal r.tund to auhm1 t . tbem to arb 1 traUon 
111 aooord&Dc. with hi. aareelHnt with. ~. II1ner •• 

JlUrthar attlent _.,..tb not • 
(.ign.d) 10hn ~C&DD 

6ublOribe4 and norD to b.tore .. U11. 30th day ot Sept.mber. 
(Seal) (sIgned) Bdith C. Thoma. 

19.0 

• 

- .' ... Jotar,. Public 

;- .. 

• 
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Subaorlbed and "'Ol'l1 to betore .e th1a ~Oth ~ ~ aeptaber. INC) 

(Seal) E41 th C. 'l'hoau 
10tV7 Publlo 

Iq Co.a1al1011 ez;plrea Ifonmber 17. liU 
., 

~ . '. 

r 

• 

.. ------ -.- -- -------... -.- -_ .. 

• 



1.10 
, • .. - - ~: 

~ " 

STA.TE Ol"'nJ.DlOIS ) .. 
CO~ OIl' 8A.l1G1VOlJ ).; . 

, . 

, 'r 

" 

• 

, 
" . 

,-;;.."-" 
~~.:. -~ .. ' 

p • <'-_ -2'. ~';:~' '_ 
.... - :-: '.~' ~:<i~<':';:'t 

,.: : . 
" . '.,.'. 

:~ ,.1 
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Lfhr b.1na flrat 4ul,. .WOrD on oath depoa •• 
8114 .&7a be -.4e. app loatlon ~or a Job at K1ne 8 with Carl B18bon.', 
utlant .tat .. that ~ahott aaked bha bow alOh experienoe be ba4' .,,', ,; " 
and b. ~14 b.1a 16 78&1'...J·; 

~ .... ~ , -II' . , . ,"''';::~ ,,_ -'. 

; 

Affiant .tat •• be l1y •• at leol South 18th at~ •• t. 

I,:,! i.lco"':'~ ~ 
. /" , r 

1f1W .. 001. at .. .n .~. 
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STATE OF ILLIN::lIS ) as 
COUllTY OF SANG.DIOlf) 

, :-;.' --.> 
"'.:, ~ 

-

PJ.1JL LAURENT arter 1'lrst belng dull •• orn on oath depOsee and .a,..'· 
that he 11ves at 849 H. 11th St., Springfield. Illinoi.; that .ome­
time about May ot thi. Tear. he applied to Oscar Paloettl, Super­
intenden,t, at ~ne B Coal (;ompany tor a Job, and .s told the oonpa"17 
.as not ~rIng anyone. 

Mtiant .tat .. that agun on August ~rd, 1940 he applied tor iL Job 
and was again told the OOlllpa:q was not _ploying &n7ODe.' 

Uf1ant .tat .. that he ba. been acquainted .Ith Paloettl tor about. , 
nO'7eare and Faloettl 1 •• ell aware that he 1 •• Progres.l.e ' -,<. 
If1ner. -' 

PQrther artiant .a7eth Dot. 

. (.Igned) Paul LaUl'lmt 

Sub eon bed and nom 

(.eal) , 

K7 Co.u1 .. lon expIres JiJo.-_her 17, 'l~ - "- 'C < ~ ! . -.:' 
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STlI.TE OF ILLINOIS _ 
COUllXi!' OF SANG.UOJi) 

-, 

• 

• : 

LEo:aw HI!:ER after ~lrllt being dul7 porn on oatb depollell .. 
atatell that 'he live. at ~S li. Linooln St., Sprlngt1eld, 111.-

urlant .tate~ that he applied ~or .ork on or about the 16th 4IW -'. 
,or .tul7 :from Superintendent of Jf1ne 8, Faloettl •• ho told ar~l~ 
that the1 .ere full up. 'Utlant .tatell tt..t he kno •• tbat hloettl 
h1red aen on that cSq aDd the next 4&J too. '. ,., 

UUant atat .. that he again appUed ~or .ork abollt the 19th-cSq 
of Jul7, .eld Faleettl agaln rerund h1a .aylna that 1II.e7 .ezoe tUl1 
up cd needed no .en. ' 
Urlant again applied 
Or "'lU7 and .... &tun 
• en. 

~or .orlc a third Uae abol1t tha 26th 4q 
told tbat tb.;r .ere tull up and needed DO 

" "' .• r .• 

• ," .. 
" 

, -

Subaorlbed and eworn to b erore .e thh 6th da.7 of AugU.t, 18;'0 

( a1aned) 

, . 
( •• &1) 

Edith C. 1'b~. 
Botaq J'ubl1o, 

~ ~" 

,-,---11 ' 
,4', 
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Ja Co-t .. lon .xplrea .0'1. 17, 1941. 
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.~. 

·j 

I l1Ye at the root ot Charlotte Street. P.kin. 1111001.. I em at."nc· 
.t 2022 •• 16th'StrHt in Sprlngfield, Illlnoh tor .. tew ~p. .... . 
I _ gOing to work at the Peldn Il1nlng C0mpaz17 ••• 'Unlh4 IlS.JM " 
Work.r OIl th. 15th ot the _the . , , " 

lIT t'r1end Pol told •• that 1t wou.l.d 40 DO good to go ••• tbe Supel"­
intendent ror • job. That 1 wou14 bay. to So ••• a.olel.beck wbD 
bad charg. ot h1rlng th. aen. ":' . 

, , (algn.d) , 

• 

:~:::-.,-------_.'----,_ .. ----------- --.----- ------- --,~-.------~ -. ----
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SUTE OF ILLINOIS ) as 
comrn OF SAliG.UlOB) 

' . 

• 

IllELCBOIR HAMKL, d'ter t'irat being dul7 allorn on oath depo ••• ana "./' 
all1" that he live. at Springfield, 111inola, B.?D. 15. ftlat '" 
.0 •• t1lll •. during tbe month of ii&7 or June h. _d. appl1oatl= ~# 
a Job at Kine B CoalCompaD7. "" <.",,~ 

Uti ant .tatea that On or about the 111441. ot' .,Jul7 he ,a1n _48 ..... . 
application tor a job at Vine B but tailed to aecure a ob. Utluat," 
atatea that on 3W.7 2gth be applied with Oacar Palcettl t'or • job '."" 
and 1Ia11 t~ec1 down. Uriant atated that atter 1eaving the oftl0.·:' 
he lIent out to the pit b.ad to walt tor a h'1end or hi.. 'fhat wh11 •. ' 
there, Will1 .. x..neq, wo. thi. aftiant knew, o .. e to b1lII aDd .aked ' 
hi. 1t he .... looking ror • job. Ut1:.nt told h'- +"hl.t he .... ; aft4 . 
Lall.q aaid ·U TOU get a job here, TOU will bave to .1gn·up with ", 
tbe United iltne Workera.· Uriant .tatea that 011 the aorning ot A1IgO..t 
:5nd, be aeked Falcattl tor. jobJ that F'aloetti ... ked h1Ia wbare u ;.' 
had previoua17 worked, and wben he learned that he bad been work1.q 
at a Progre.aive Mine, the Panther Creek Mine, he told boa be ha4 .. 
DO Job tor b1.a. . , 

Ut'iant agaln a.ked 1'01' & 30b OD the .veDing ot Aucuat 2D4. 
Sri Uid ... re~ .. a.d 0:1 beth ocoas!one b,. P!l1cattl. .-

'f , 

~'" , 
~,l,' .:' "',-1-" ,', ,';1" 

,~ , - " 

~, ·~;:·:ij~, 

FIlrtherat't1&Dt aqeth DOt. 
(a1~~~L 

',<It. _., ".',.,. '~:,i . 
~~. -;- .. ..,,, ",:" . ..-- ~ ~ ',.; "1"J;.~; -:;. 

",,,!? !- i~i ~~"y~l'~·,-' ~ 
, , 

• <~ ,:;( •• 

8ubacrlbe4 ~ awol'D to before .. \hia 

. :''.;;or; .'!~ ,;.:~ 
~~l"t':' ~' ,-. .. 

8th 4q of AUB'l.t. 1~4.0 :: ' .,:..: .. ,., , 
" '. '~l' "<.'t", • 

" 

'-.&'1'\ , ........ , hlgne4) , 

• 

Bd1 th C. "'''''. 
Kot..., PU110 

.... Il_, ... ,-

.. "t~ :;-._ . 

, . 

. . . 
'~~ r~I,'!: :;;".:,,:.;< ' 

- ,<~~~,,~, 
"' -:~'.,::",(,!:" '. ,.' 

• 

, I 
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'Kzbib1t ~, 

iJ.~ Clark 
Field tu.SAer. 

• *',. 

, . 
• - • .f) 

'. ',.~ .... '".--

• 



. ,. • ____ u~ ___ ' ____ ,~~=.:' i
7
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DAT.T.A6 B&tlBlELL atter tlrst b'1n& dulJ nom on oath dlPOll1 
~d laJI that· bl -.dl applioatlon ror work .t II1nI B rro.. " 
Oloar Palo.ttl in Jioy_ber, 19Z9 and that Paloettl told tbi. 
att1:.nt that ~ Gould not Mr. hI. jUlt tben ror be ba4 ~ 
01'1'11' .1IIP1~eDt tobil old uaplo7e .. fi,.lt. U1'lant It.t.1 
\bat he a£ain want to Mine B Ooal Companr and _de .ppl1oatloa 
1'01' work.h-oa Oloar Paleettl in 1liiy, lV40. ·Paloetu told thil 
a!'t1ant tlIat he oould Dot hire h1a beeaus. hI was. Prosr-lllw "\ 
'but that if' he bad a Unit..ci ~. 1rorklir Gai=d h. uv-ul.4 •• t a 
Job. A1'tlant atatel that he quo want eNt to JI1De • and . 
• Iked Palo.tt1 1'01' • job alODg wlth tour othlr tellow. 1D " 
the t'lr.t w •• k ot 8epteaber. ~40. and w •• told that the, .... 
tUl.d lip. "...," . "" ", " ".""," """ . , '. .' ,-

'. 
8ub.crlbe4 and 

lV40 

(1181184) .- ])aU.s Baun.U -:. 

..orn to bero,. ••• tbil ?th d&J 01' 8epte.ber. 
" 

• 

•• J. 1-;-

,'Ieall: 
. ~ ·i~:~.,~;:~,: ~. i.-

~ 

v. 

.-
.). . 

'T- ,,' 

Bd1 th c. !'bOllAa -_.&._- ............ ... 
.gT#&q ~uv ...... ~ 

" " ", 

... ~ .. 
, . .(., .~~. , 

. .... / ':'-:',?-;: ·r~~.·~:~~~·­
<~ ........ : -) :.: - .-
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:r. Co"l B. n.,.tt 
no ·D" Coal. C~ 

Ipr~rJol'. 111tnol. 

117 DM-l' 1Ir. Xl IIMU'l • 

U In kn09. ~ hUCW".al Lat.v ~t.t1C>1!--I huI& 
reM. N4 I t.t 4 to It 10 r. on ;"'" uU7 I 1 ~ SlY t~ I.oo...t a...r CIa I e.4 flit 
Jprlnef1.14, 1111"01. aaJ p .. ~r't'!" 11"01'1 .~ &..,t ...... laal .. 
boo"c.ainin.t ntbt ....... Illo 11.10. ·11· Coal C:<W<l'C'ITo . 

!!tnco the hUonal Ltb¢ .. !telaUen. ~~ baa 
"r.4!.l"+~ It. 4041.10<1 W, tM at~n dat. r ).a .... cc llUlIOrc.a 
ocC'.!~'. ~~e.~o~ to .rr~o t.r a lotat 8oar.rir4. ~~ 
l"ll"ttlt ,,>.1 I &'9 ttat - •• ""ld .ot ... 11Ito tolluUn krrotDlq 
with r.o~.ot to rat •• or ptl ••• i~', ~~r. or.~pl~t ar~ .~Ir 
.......... .A!!t'''''1'\. ,..f" __ , ...... _ .. t> f'.". .'k_ ... _ ... , ............. _r "''-'II! _. __ -.-..... 

t;·1~~'"';;b1iJ';;;~;t'tit\~4~; .:;b ~~~;~;-.;. Wt..~ tal i;.4·t~V;;t.;;-:U ... 
. I ... r.l1ablz lI.toreod t!>at \1: •• OU:-9 ..... 1~ 

to .... • t lo>u1' "tn. IN t>*rtor.o!·"i o~l"k tor ohleb t.bol7. 1 •• ~ 
of .~£ .. p...,.l~0><1 .1><1 vhleb .. or .. pN~'l'll l:>tlllo1lg. h "~"'l"8 .r 
Loeil OnIOii I~. P.If. fJ A. hA'f1..n.& JOOi .t ii'ina 8 0-. 81JOn .tuoc _ 
tho ~art ot JO'\lr e-o ..... Ai I, 1n .trlot .. loltUOIl ot tho f..boor ~~" 
rJlbl. and. In oq iopln!?"t tw, utl00 ,.111 not b. ~~""14 117 
tb. 14~or Ual'4 or tho h4'OAr .ourt. to oh1ih v. ff.JIll !.""'J~-111i.li -
~;8al. 

IA 5>'~ll.DOt oUh thl ord.r ot the lIaUoaAl 
L&bor R.hti"". Ik>a.rd, I ... lU!,,€: U.1. ,...~. to I£l.tn !notat u..\ 
1011. :.MIt _ 1Jl eor.ro1'ono. r .. 'h. p'U'.';:-jl .r l"ll .. th. w.l'~~ 
tor the .'~lo10'. of 7olU' a1..nt. 

I ... &nelo.',,& tor 7:Nr Inror_tL'l Il ow;, 
or !:-'at oontNot thot 1. In .rrot ;;.ta ..... lM OMl r1"::-1"",.... -
.I"o-:>l,Hoo o! 1\110011 ... 1 t:l. pJ'¢t:~."!Yt 1I'.,>oU ot Lal'l •• e.DIl 
.Weh oould P. \lOW'" a ~ .. !. 111 our n.~t1.t1ona. 

I H'l'18.t that J"" .. <hl ..... at "0 OIU'lJ" daW 
t' to t~. tl~ ~d plLC~ ot~~ •• 

A,,:. :;;otl8,i M ~"l'17 Nt'll. I _ 

DlnOlt ~1 7~"'. r &t~: '-
'R&5IDVt 
iii:,)," ,s,;nx IllJElIS ~ A,/"r". 
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J.l,r\l 2nd, 1~'7 
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• 

.. a .t aa14 Looal. Un10D Bo~ H. lA & OODUra&t1oa wiUl 

Oloar ral.oe\u a.akt4 tor 'aU .on ~1D& put o~ •• . " 

to' be plr1'or.o4 at JU.Do ''-1 to bo P.UIl t~ .. JIIZ)oft ~t 

Looal. 1Jn10D Bo. H. 7roP;.I1U X1Dtrl ot ..... 11._ la • _ ' .. _ 

accoord&Doe wlth ~ boll1oll .t the I.Uow. I.lIor ~:':~:;~;;t.§t. 
1.&\1.01>1 1011"4. ha.D4e4 aown Ja.DU&r7 11. U~. l.t11pa~ :~lD~'71:~c; 

.. i'""' .... ~~. '" "'. 

1.11& ~ )1"O,"lIln X1Den ot ..... 11._ &I tlw propoJ' ·'~'i:~e.:~, 

barpin.1D& .... DOJ &D4 "pr ... DtaUn ot .aU IlIpl.o7e.. .'.;·,"\~c:., 
-;;,' ,".':~.;.,."-. 

ot JL1DO 'B' U'::lpt the l"Perr1ooZ7. ottlolal. &D4 01111.0&1",:<-:' 

tOrNl of &..14 1d.IlO~ 

that Juper1Dten4ent Oloar ral.OItu &&1.d lw wo1l1& 

DCt cQnl1d8r aJlZ Prcgr .. 11uI. ' .. &110 1&1.4 .. haft 

DC OODt1'&Ot. W. _4e a oont1'&ot' nth BohanMD. ~tla . /. ,_ 

and ~bbe ~ &11'1.11& thea .... 014 ~ •• .<lld 1Il renra 
- . and lA paz tor thl lNle.. thll are to work out ~ 1'&1_ 

.. <1':.or.··~ 

~'I at JUne 'B' and that'. llbat ~ are :01llc L 

At that U ... -is. abou na-4. Boh,nJl.'D, Aluua 

fI.Ild &1bbe W'N ta.:k1nC 1IIll •• ott the cagl &I thll·W"" 
" ' 

~1.11& belated t~"C. the alD. and puU1.II& th .. 1ll banla :-::"j- ".,' 

and ocrral. anA .. ~ro iiI" "'"" D& the bootl and 11&. ot tho·"-' 

.. F •• and t~ ~ of ~ ~-:~.~~,~~:~,t.~'~t __ 'f-i- • 

'-t~ !bat Supor1ntandont ral.olUl &1;00 £&1d .1 han lID ~::>:~ ,i-: 
..... . J,!::~:: .• ",~.-_, 

one OD. th.-paJ'roll '~Qp,"u. .~1n .. ra and LoII"~ >,.; ;!:~\, 
lIe eaid tlYl un are below t;;':1Il& out thllr toola. .. ~',::::~' 
\.110 1>0& .... Frank 114abocl: ~d Q:wolu Both. WIN G.:Jillli",:,/' , 

• 

.....----
. 

:iF 

I , 
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. , 

IfU'&Oll.&.ll¥ a,p~1I.H4 !ho .. · PiUoa. _11.Ua.a Iollino;.-" 
'IUlla.a C~lIIPtoa: ~':abD iObr.e14.u aZI4 \hi ~J:~; .• ,,</;t~~ 
.. -,~" ..... _H. __ ' __ ~".'- 0&'''' "_a. • .a.·-'--"~·":·~'"··'->~· ............ • .............. __ .. _ ........... - w.. -Jr<6 ana. ....... " ~'>-.~ ·_~~:..t-'~·f .. ~ 

,~ ~ ,? .... ·~'~·r· .. :. ... :-;~~;·r, .. ~ 
1'h&t !he __ Pilloll 1. f1"lal4lllt of 1.00&1 'Willi '~.j-;:. i',':::' 

- .... ;; - ,. '. ~'-_-l'<~·,C.~":cfi" 
.0. ~. 1prt~.1a. Illlr>o lo. or the '"&naalft" .:.> • .:i~t:"'~~i" 

. .~. -. -; .. ~ ~-~1!-':'-: ~ 
ru.:..u ot .lIMn" ~ \2>.&1; nll,1a.a~. 1IU11_ "'_",~:':.;'.' 

_ , • '. .,t - ..... __ -:-~_., -

Oro..,tOIl a,t.,4 oTahIl ~el41".1I.H tha -.a. (Ia_U~ , :..,: 'i':s;,j -~ 
Mil irQ •• al4 'Looal tIn101l wh1~ 10 tho Ioilal Vni-,;.. __ ":.:.~;.;,., . 
repreu"t~ the .,.,lo~ .. of lI1.IIO '.' lloal Colllp"'~: <. -. ',S4""':-

ibat 011. tuudq. oTUlU&rf 1.8. 1i~.·tha 8lIOft" - .• ~ 

_4' ~0Il.'- Iiloh.,..,. OlKlllptoli lAd ~~tl4.e .. \o&ethol' 
.. '" . • ., ~. c 

nth rNd irentt. J'1J:W:><l1&l SeGNh17 ot tha ~ -*. - .. 

JL&.II64 LaGal tIn10n "';'1 !:tarTe, '1m ..... IA el>g1.ll'OI'. ' 

lAd o,.,p lor.. 0 t IU.ce •• I .. nt '0 J[1Jw '1\' &114 h&4 a. 
~AY .. 'ea\101l nth OaGar ·,alot'U. D<l,pe:rl.ihodelli _ 

tha JUAt ".11" Coal (lca;!lJIi. MN-lAta t~ ... Ifbw 

thd at the-,s.- u.. &baTt wuo:ed Y1dte4 thII 111M 

~t th8Z" VioN p ..... n1; at \he s1.nI. Yalhr' 1I1Uu.. 

~p &'" Lalli, C~e!.l&, . -'-U ~ ... :&ok J'&1<:."1. 

.' 

!otto:!! l1~!fI.i ~;,\1rl.a. C _~_" la.lo-atU. ~.ra~an4.a,. ·~-·.-·:·r -->. ':,: ~ .. 
~ ~.:: ~. . _... _ ...... :'!!: ~ c· >.~... . 
; .:11114 al.59. Olarlu toll,.;!""" tha l'ru1d~ .. ' ot u.. ;Oro- ~"-~. . -;-
-..'or't· .' ,.,.' 

_,,1a1o~ LooAl. ~0Il 10. '1'-~ ot \he United lUnD Veri;. 'i}:;l~~ 
,~, ".'t-'" .. ~, .~:'. 

':'or. ot ..:..0.'10& and l'rAnk ~~1Il •• ~cll8l' of tha~. ;"""~~ 

.' 

• ' ',', '. -'y''''' 

',l81on&l ~'i}al _.1.oU JIo~ LA of Ohe Vll1bd JU:ia 'iio~ :S:~'#S: .. " ~ ;-\ ::t;~~- ',< 

..... of .A ;'r1<1a all4 nlllall. Wbbe. alMI a "wlr-er 

tia ;.~Yb1ona.l. Lollal ~JI :o~ 'i~ of .~~ iilli~.a' - :', . .. . '. . - -~,'. ..... 
liLu 'rg.h ... or -.-liri ~;. t2:_t all of tho al;.vv. ~ : ." 

r. .. . . 

, ; 1a()J.\.~iJ;.~ ..... iaC! .• ard ~', iV~ tba fI;~:'.l.I:.~".'_~: 'c.':, 
',_. i Viaro 

.. ~iIl& .0"'\ Oil ~ ~,~,t·.-,~-~_~ ,0t,,~ ::~~:,:.~;" 
'. 'q!-:- Ooal·~ al the 'l....A t;b.8UooT, aa..d t>ttiol..J,a ;..4 ... -5, .. ~~.~ ....• ~ •. '.: J~~~~~~~~~t~l! 
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•• • > ' • ..•. ', . .-

! ; 
-&t1ng in r.~Lrd \0 hire or tenure or .~plol~ent or ~ tara 

•• • • # ••• • 

.• #. ~ 
... • # '\ ~ .... ~' . ',. " ' ..... 

. -' .. 0_' 
i"Na l'Oru.11I& to kArga.1ll ooll!lot1nlJ' nUl':'- . 

- • 0 

~o., ...... nt&U". or_ all pI'Oduction II./Id "-!.1nttD.A1lea G!!j>lar •••• _ 

Po 



, , 
~ . 
;. ~ J 

•• 
1. 

. . . .'. 

• >:ol\J~1nc; ol.r1GU Lad ."';>6l"f1..o17 ."'PloT .... would lAo- : 
. .. 

~. tull bell.t1t ot t2le11' r1&ht 
'. • 'r • . ."- oj" :. 

to .elt-oit;...n1 ."Uon,· ud WOllld otherw1 .. erruu...t:e·····.' '., . , 
the pollo1u or the !.ot, aJld1. L lI1\1t Lppropr1t.h tor . , . 
the ~~o&e. ot ~ll.otlY' bar&al!11ne w1thln 

J.nc: or i~~t1011 i '(blot the Lot. •. • -

e. 
tht eo~lUd. J'oti.o~ otli~U'l.ng, Ur14&.1 ~ ot ~-aM'lo.,,·>:: 
8'''0'''' "".,,0..0. Cha~: }:otio"., Order., .L~.nr to COII-.: ' 

• • .•• " .' _-O,." •. ~ 

plAint. &nd t~A nAt 10nu L.&bor Itela.t10c.. !J.o.a.rd ltul... .. .. 
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a'UTE OF n.LDI oIS t 
COUll'n OF 8A.NQ.U;0lI; 
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John Groh arter firat be1ll£ dulJ nom on oath depo... "\7.'" 
and • ..,s that FloJd Oolden aDd John H. DtI'I tel tranarerred th.lr 
oarda from Local tlnlon #50 to Local UnIon 177. prosread ve J(1De 
Workers or Amerioa on }o'.bruarr ~, l~'O. . '.- ._, 

Aftiant .tatea that .1nce that t1me the,. have neItbal' 
paid dues nd'r t11ed exoneratIon blanks an;! 1n accordance with tl» 
provlelonB and ConstitutIon or the ProgressIve Mine Workers ot Amer10a 
are not ProgressIve Minera. and .ere not Progreaaive Miner. at tbe 
time the)" rece1ved elllplo,.ent at Itlne B Coal Compa,zq. ' . .~ .. , 

~ Aft1ant fUrtber atates that theJ have made no app11oatlOD 
to J01n the Progress1ve Mine Workere ot America. 

Further atrlant _1eth not. 

~---~ ". 
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Subscribed and .. orn to betore me thla 
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state of IlllDola ).sa 
Count"J of Sanpacc ) . . 

• 

. 
. " 

. . 
• ""-

Matthew Conlole alter fl.rlt being du17 .. oro on oatil 
depoI.I and _,.1 that he formerl,. 111'84 next door tic) !'CIQ' 
Plotch and la .ell ao~1nte4 w1~ ~e .an .. 1111_ notola.~.· 

. . 
.tf1ant et.t .. that be knOWI of hll own kn01rle~ t.hat . 

.U11_ flotch n ..... r worked 1.D a mne prior to tile U .... . 
worked at KiDe·B. . . • • 
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Bublcr1bed and P01'l) to betore.. thie 28th lJA:7 of AQ&1Ut. 
1.~ 

-~~.-~----

• 

.. -
.. ' ... 

• 

~. , .f> 
~. -

• 

• 

• 
1 

~ .. ~ , . •. 

-'/, 

, 
.. '- ,. 

,~ ~ ~1-~: '~:~t- ~,," ~ ',. 
- ~----- ... -----



. 
• 

, ',j . 

" 

: 

., J __ • aotm.l4er art .. t1l'at'be1na 4ul,. .WOI"D 
OIl oath 4.po ... t.D4 .&7. tbat be Ie -.plo,..4 at 1llD.. ~ 
Ooal COIIIP'D,. .. an4 18 •• 11 aoqualnted. with Gilbert a. •• ;' 
s.e ... l a..T.a aD4 ». Dart4I1C1De,~, .,.,., . ..' 

':i~:;, ,. At'Hant .• -~t· •• tbat be 1mCJIWa ~ hi .... 
ImCJIWle4p \bat tbe •• thH. 7OUD8 am be .... D ..... r workecl 
"~ a ain. prior to tM .t1 •• u.,. 'IrOl'ked at ~. a • .... " .. " 
':\; }.' j 

,I( .'.' ... ~,-"" 
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• wom to before •• tb1. 28th 4..,. or Augu.t • 

.... 'to *,,'" 
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S'U,'rE or ILLIlIOIB . 
COUNTY or SAJrG.A).lOJI • 

We, the underllgned, after belng tlrlt dulf .-ora 
on oath, depole and 1&1 that during the oontereno •• 
held on Ju11 12th, 18th 2~r4, and 29th betweeD the 
reprelentativel at the Progresslve ~ne Workers ot 
AlDerloa and the reprelentatlv.1 of the I11n. B 00&1 
Comp&n7 when protests were llade bl the representatin. 
ot the Progreaalve Illne Worker. of £inerlca about -u. 
intlm1dat1ve and coerolve aot. of tbe organ1~er. ot 
the Un1ted Ulne Workers of AlDer10a aga1nst the meabera 
ot the Progressive I11ne Worker. ot AlDerloa on the 00&1 
Compa.n,y propert1 1Ir. Elahoff den1ed bowlellee at auoh 
acta and .llJ.d 1t wal aga1nst the pollcy of the 00&1 
comp&n1 to permlt such aot1v1t1e. or any act1vlt11. 
tending to further the 1nterest ot elther organl~tloD 
on the propertf ot the lane B Coal Companl. • 

In tact, in ever,r oonterence held with Ur. Elahoff. 
1n which the quest10n of orgp~l~atlon actlv1tle8 ot the 
Un1 ted Ulne Workers orean1r.era on the II1ne B Coal Oomp- ' .. 

. 8%l1 property was 41sou88ed, air. Elshotf denUd 8%l1 knowl­
edge of such actl v1 tiel on the part of anyone and pel"-
11stentl)' lnllsted and 8ald that the ~1ne B Coal Com.P~· 
would not, under any clrc~8tances, pe~t aD7 organ­
l~atlon work b1 the representatlves of elther organ1~ 
tlon on the propert- or tbe Co .. gs: ..... ~ . 
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Subscribed and Of¥4 . nom to before _ th1. 
• 1940 • 

lIotaJ"7 PubUo 
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