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UPI-65
(EVERS)
VASHINGTON--THE BODY OF SLAIN INTEGRATION LEADER MEDGAR EVANS

WAS MET TODAY BY SOME 1,000 PERSONS WHO GATHERED AT UNION STATION
TODAY TO ESCORT THE HEAR

SE THROUGH THE STREETS OF THE CAPITAL TO A
FUNERAL HOME

THE FLAG DRAPED COFFIN WAS LOADED ON A BAGGAGE CART

AT THE TRAIN STATION AND WFEELED TO THE WAITING HEARSE.
BYSTANDERS WATCHED SILENTLY,

LATER, THEY FELL IN BEHIND THE HEARSE TO FOLLOV IT ON A 25-BLOCK ‘
PROCESSION TO A FUNERAL HOME IN NORTHWEST WASHINGTON.

ONE WOMAN MADE THE SIGN OF THE CROSS AS THE BAGGAGE CART WENT
BY, RUT MOST OF THE ONLOOKERS JUST STARED,
CLARENCE MITCHELL, DIRECTOR THE WASHINGTON BUREAU OF THE NAACP
SAID THAT EVERS® WIFE WOULD ARRIVE IN WASHINGTON TOMORROW WITH HER
FTWO CHILDREN, DARRYL AND DENISE, -
APPROXIMATELY 115 POLICE FLANKED THE CROWD AS IT GATHERED FOR THE .
FPROCESSION, BUT THE GROUP WAS ORDERLY AND QUIET,
ON WEDNESDAY, EVERS, A VETERAN OF WORLD WAR 11, WILL BE BURIED
IN ARLINGTON NATIONAL ¢EMETERY WITH FULL MILITARY HONORS.GI17 1Dy hl?f
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= ﬁa»u}"~wc\--pnrq]trNT VENVERY YAS "AFPALLED RY TFE DARPATITY ®
‘JOF CTFE SLAYING CF £ TOP NESPC INTEGRATICVIST LEADES 1% JACvEC™,
MSES., THF VRITF EOUSE £AID TCDAY. :
: - - CUT THAT 1T TULL
pove e T wCriNEer Dhe Th R PLACE s AT TWEBSTLSAL CF JRVECN

MLIAT OFFICTALE IR AN EFFCRT TG UNCOVER THE ASSASCIM, ™ 6 opryroral
SAID.

TER TYO-SENTTNCE STATEMPNT VAS GIVEN TC SIECRTEFS AY ACTINT CRESS
SICPITARY ENDRE, T, PATCHEW I PESPCNEE TC OUFRIES, o
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TARD CHRETING RTACTION, VASHINGTON ‘ S \\\\

£7TY. GEN, FCRTPT T, YINNCTY EYPRESCED SFOCH AT TP CLLYING ART
BLRED THE TULL BIRVICIC OF TYE FR] TC TRACK DOWN 1uY ¥ILLER,
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UNITED STAC%S GOO.MENT O i)
Memorandum - --

TO : The Director DATE:

<
’ FROM N. P. Callahan

SUBJECT: The Congressional Record .

: . Ym 10163, asnstor Javita, (i) Hew York, spoie cuncernl
_ : 916 ; - : ugz o
der of Hmﬂzu iw.oﬁiv!rs. fleld secrelary of tae Nati’etal Lgoeclistion lor ui

AGvancen.ent of Colored Peuple, pointing ont that this {3 anotber rei:inder of the
grima eertousness of the civil rights stroggle. ile stated "I g gure thg Attoroey
General ¢! ths Untted States will fnvoke the full resources of the FRI as well as

the fuli power acd suthority of the executive deparlment ondor sxisting 12w to ]

_ \» track down the gulity; and I know ke will fnsist upon the State ol Missisalippt

exerclaing &ll its avtyority towara tae sare end. ™

| /57 %o0/-
NOT RFFORDED
170 JUN 26 1963

// 3" ?/, -

In the original of q@;morcndum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional

Record for N was reviewed and pertinent items were

marked for thg(Dlrector's ctten}\i(o‘n. This form has been prepared in order that
portions of{t} ;3pyj<sd?\!me‘k)_p;2gi}rgbaemomndum may be clipped, mounted, and placed
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files,

Original filed in:
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nver:March, Meeting Honors, EXers

B -.-xu—-u-;’q,..

bout 150 Denver Negroes plus a dozen whites paraded-
cefully along sidewalks to Fuller Park Sunday in a dem-
onstratlon for Medgar Evers, slain civil rights leader. = . - (imdicate page, name of
" Singing. hymn‘ ‘and - w'ryins oo newspapet, cily and state.)
"small black”mourning” flags, the g;‘fl";’ge‘:gh “gi eﬁf?ﬁ fgg:
: marchers moved through. 90-de-{l jeg i+ ® Femy ™ " 4

* gree heat on their 10-block parade || He chided Negroes who did no{

~to ‘the shady park at E. zsth ave. partiil{mﬁ, sayiu]:g he Mdf seen’ _—
;and Williams st." SuSaL SR v ) sever ong ‘the route of the
. “ There, the group swelled to E:":: ;W“e‘:}“‘ their Jawns whxle ~ - S
t 500, who crowded about 1 urns.” . -" . Ll
luNegro’ leaders’;nd ministers]| Fe “’?,ed them' to “get off your —_—
hey eulogized- Evers who wa porcali:ies Jand, ;nto the ilght -for
. ot‘ from? ambush Jack.so eq.‘.’ ..
A J 12,77 - %'n We need j°b5 e e jobs that
Jiss., June pay decent salaries,” he said. “We —_—

“You are here to commemorate need the right to buy homes wher-
the death of a’ great’ American ‘ever our money will enable us to
‘declared Irving P.. Andrews,’ & | buy, without resortmg to subter-
Denver attorn:zi amti t%reslildet‘x‘t 0{ fuge.” —_—
“the- Colorado t o e Nationa .
Assn. for the Advancement of He pra:sed Denver police for

olored People. - their co-operation, but said Ne-

“ite is de‘; a' today’ because i groes need assurance police will

as black,” Andrews said.” continue to treat Negroes here i

H 17
‘d h ln fairly and assurance “that those
ou can never'do enoug black men on the force can be ad-

an’s memo: ’ . ! : » <- r » -

eWhat Evers tried to do in his | Voht 10 Positions of sutbority Ll ROCKY FMOURTAIN N

lé!letx;ne was wmmtorg you to go;: i A‘;'f};;t: :x;m]l)s:::’e:heof:; Jr:ik LELVER, COLORALC
- gnity tand up an . » . -
. men and womer‘xs in this country, Ltional -Council of the Churches of

[to be true upright Americans. You 'Christ, was one of the’ parade

"are now experiencing and partici-: . . .
pating in the winds of chanxe n |leaders. G .- Date: 6/ 21"/ 613? -
_Andrews said. Edition: Home inal
" The demonstration was the .' Author:

* first of two ldleduled here this - *

5 week. Editor: Jock Foster

Tuesday night, a march from the. Title:
-East Denver park where Sunday's. -
-service was held to the City-Coun-<"
ty Bldg. downtown is scheduled to . . .

;end with presentation of demands’ character: Rracial lMatte:
to the city government for an. end .

to all discrimination aga!nst
Negroes ‘in_housing, employment Classification: 157-35
and job advancement. - ‘- i Submitting Office: Lorver

Among Negro leaders present
were-the Rev. L. Sylvester Odom, L. v,
a Methodist minister who heads

the Great_ermnver Action

or
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: : In & quiet memorial pande for Medgar Evers, : .-.. ers walked 10 bloeis sln:lng hymns in 90-degree
4, slain civil rlghu lader. sbont 150 Denvermlarch heat Sunday. . "'x""’ﬂw
‘ _‘ N S . ; o -—Rocky Mountain News Photo by M:ko O'Meara.
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< Mr., “Tolso: ‘/
\ Mr. Bemmont

Mr. Mohr_

Mr. Casper.
Mr. Callahan_——
Mr. Conyad.
Mr. DY

EVERS' BROFHER,
“WIFE PRAISE FBI

.(The Times-Picayune Capital Bureau)
JACKSON, Miss.—The wife and
brother of slain Negro leader
Medgar Evers here have ex-
pressed their praise of the work
done by the Federal Bureau of:
Investigation in' the arrest of a
Greenwood white man for the
Evers murder.

“I appreciate the work the FBI-
has done,” Mrs. Evers said atf\\
her modest home here where her
husband was slain by a snipers’
bullet June 12.

“I'm too emotional about this
still, but in due time I will have
more to say.” - :

Meantime, Charles Evers,
brother of the dead Negro leader,-
who has replaced him as state
ficld secretary of the NAACP,
declared: ‘I am gratified that the
information supplied by the FBI
has resulted in the arrest of a
prime suspect in the killing of\
my brother, Medgar.” -

Byron De La Beckwith was ar-
rested late Saturday night after
the FBI had traced a telescopic
gunsight used in the slaying and
a fingerprint to him. v

The intensive investigation by!
the FBI required the elimination
of 15,000 telescopic sights in the
country to establish the probable
owner of the sight found on the
suspected murder weapon. It also
required identifying the correct
fingerprint from among 168 mil-
lion sets of prints in the national,
FBI files. - - . i

A single thumb print was taken’
from the .30-05 Enfield rifle which

was. found _sbout 300 yards fram
the murder scene, ™ "
T s """"’":"' - e —
o’
4

}Mr. Evans:
Mr. le

Mr. Risen &2 ___
Mr. 'Sftivan___
Mr. Tavel
Mr. Trotter
Tele. Room
Miss Hulmes__—
Miss Gandy.
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(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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THE TIMES PICAYUNE

NEW ORLEA NS LA.

Date: JUNE25, 1963

Edttion: .

Author: )

Editor:

Titte: BYRON DE LA
BECKWITHE: MEDGAR
EVERS: VICTIM

Character: s RM

Classification: 157 -

Submitting ottice:s NEW ORLEAN
ENCLCOSTRE -
/5 1-70 =
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a JUL % 1963
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T 'THE DILIGENT and thorough FBI -

utes after it was learned that a Negro
returning from an integration meet-
ing in Mississippi
as he left his sutomobile
home. - ‘ :
‘It was assumed by the entire na- -
tion ‘that the Negro was killed by a
4" white segregationist who had let bis .
prejudice outrun his reason. Now an
arrest has been made. A 42-year-old
‘| white man in Greenwood, Miss., who
is a salesman is the man who was &r-
rested. He is a member of the Citizens
Medgar Evers,
killed, became "a martyr, his death
fanning emotional flames to a new
pitch. The murder became one of the
‘most, sinister _of’ recent developments -

to enter his .

in connection with the racial strife. ...
" All Americans with a sense of jus-’
tice were shocked by the murder and
-hoped for early apprehension and pun-
ishment of the guilty person.’
However divergent may be views
concerning the racial matter, no true
American could condone the murder-
ous step that was taken against Med-
gar Evans. _ A
Shooting a man in the back under
cover of darkness or under any other
circumstances is not the way to racial
* harmony. i i murder
only brought .on more strife, engen-
dered more hatred. e

t

= Fingerprints _
A " might in connection with the murder, =

went to work in earnest within min- Byron de

was shot in the back

the Negro who was

) ~—The-vhile man _arrested Saturday

. (Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) '

omes———

la Beckwith, was taken be- .

fore & US. Commissioner. ~He was .

told he
missioner to admit
innocence.

- ftorney Genersl says -much
dence has been gathered in connection
{with the case. ’

to be the guilty person, then certainly
he should be subjected fo the full pen-
alty provided by law.

~ ‘who did the killing was simply giving
“veént in primitive fashion to raging
prejudice. - - '

)

‘not take the law in
. The Negro had violated no law. He
. had conducted himself
had obviously stirred ire. So the man

| critical moment to move forward to-

was not taken before the Com- .
guilty or to plead

OnA R'f'e - :

A rifle was found near the home of
he murdered Negro. From it the FBI
btained fingerprints. The US. At-
smore &vi- . -

If the white man arrested is found

noever ‘killed Medgar Evers did
his own hands.

in a way that

Whatever may be the outcome of
the current civil rights campaign, there
will be a continuation of racial prej-
udice. It exists in other countries and
has existed through the ages. Laws
cannot erase it and laws cannot bring
social acceptance.

But we as the people making up 2
nation that is leading the free world
must be a people of law-abiding citi-
zens, striving especially hard at this

gether with the least friction possible,
standing solidly sgainst such incidents

as the murder in Mississippi. ==

Edition:
Author:

Title:
Character:

or

Classificationt

gaorllarris Ge.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

__4 LAKELAND LEDGER
__ LAKELAXD, FLA.

Date; June 24, 1963

Sims

Submitting Office: TaMPa
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. Without giving any pre-trial judgment on
”!hecvidenumvered.mdwithadeﬁnite
_ desire to avoid trying the case in the
never-the-less we feel com-
- mendation is due the Jackson Police De-
 partment and the Federal Bureau of in-
vestigation for their work in the Evers
gase.
For one thing, the cooperation exhibited

local and national, has been 2 fine exam-
ple of the teamwork which is needed for
the proper protection of our people at all
levels. =
For a second thing, the prompt action
of the Jackson police in discovering a wea-
pon that could have been used in the
crime is commendable, And commendable
also is the careful handling of that dis-
covery by the officers who retrieved it
from the weeds aml grass into which
someone had thrown it.
] This careful handling enabled the skill of

by the two branches of law enforcement,

Captainruiph-ﬁargmvetolocate and de- - .Ing together. . -

W’;—_éongratulate Police And FBI -
' Without Prejudging Evidence

velop the latent finger print on the tele-
acopic sight on the weapon. Such things
‘are mot super-natural; at the same time,
they are not routine. It required knowledge,
experience and patience for the accom-
plishment to be brought about. '
‘For a third thing, the FBI Is to be
praised for tracking down the set of fin-
gerprints with which the latent print de-
veloped by Capt. Hargrove could be match-
ed. Given a full set of ten fingerprints,

" clearly ‘identifiable, FBI files will easily

come through with ‘an identification of an
individual whose prints are on file. ~ -

-But the identification of a lone print is
snother matter, requiring Intensive search
of the files and close comparison with
possible mates of the print. Again patience,
gkil] and experience are requisites for a
completed task. -

And so it is Shat we come to congratu-
late the Jackson Police Department and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation for -
effective work on the case,—and for work-

R——
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THE CLARION LEDGER

JACKSIN, -MISS.

————

pate: JUNE 25, 1963

Edition:

Author:

gditer: Te M.

Title: HEDERMAN
BYRON DE LA BECKWI
MEDGAR EVEZS W¥IBTI
Character: RM CcR
Classification: 157
Submitting Office: N.O.
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI | { PLAINTIFF

. * : N I
- Vs: I NO \QQ 65

| i

BYRON De La BECKWITH X s DEFENDANT ’"

. : ‘;"1/ ' . - V-"' -
LA /"/
7o T
' MOTION . TO PRODUCE )

TO: HONORABLE LEON F. HENDRICK, CIRCUIT JUDGE RS eres
FIRST JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF HINDS couu'rY
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. o . \

Comes now the Defendant, Byron De ﬁa Beckwith, by‘his_ ' o

Attorneys of record and rgspectfuily files herewith his
~ Motion for the relief hereinafter sought and in subport

thereof avers to the Court the following:;

That.the above ﬁamed Defendant now stands indictgd
Sy the Grand Jury qf the First Judicial District of Hinds
Coupty, Mississippi, wherein he is charged with the homicide
of one Medgar Everé in said_District, Coﬁﬁty ana Stqte on

- or about June 12, 1963. That on arraignment/thereof the

Defendant entered a plea of not guilty to said charge.

‘Defendant, through his Attorneys, is informed and

.. -r
believes and avers on information and belief that sutsequent

to the alleged homicide one Ralph Hargrove, a member of the

-

Police Dzpartment of the Cit}vbf Jackson, Mississippi, made
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- ¥ COmparisons and cl

with a certa(} fi

print, or finger {,Dints R vhich 1t is

-t..-.....a_‘:l—-

incations of Defendant s

o

presumably used as a weapon in effeet:.ng the death of the
-3 7 -

deceased, Medgar Evers. 'rhat the said Ralph Hargrove testified_'

at a preliminary ,he,aring in this cause conducted in Municipal .

I

Court Ain the City of Jackson, Mississ1ppi that the f:.nger
_print so found on the telescopic sight ‘attached to the. said- g

. " JoenTICAl T o
r1f1e to beAthe print of the Defendant, Byron De La Beckwith

The Defendant has good reason to believe and does - . * TP
bel:.eve that on a tr1a1 in this cause the said Ralph Hargrove i

. as a finger print expert will appear and testify for andon-p.‘ L ot

‘behalf of the State of Mississippi, alleging that said finger b_ --_“ :

- .
£ ibrguam sk Banst AT

"~ print which was found on the telescopic sight on sa:.d rifle _

and is identlcal with the print of the Defendant. . L.

s
T

- Defendant, by his Attorneys, here, now asserts and : S

claims his constitutional and statutory lawful right to be
confronted by the witnesses against him and to have compuisory f'
| process for obtaining witnesses in his favor and to have at the . |

trial of this cause full, adequate and complete opportunity- and

i ‘facilities for cross examination of witnesses testifyirg against
him and further asserts and claims that in order to have and
preserve to the sa1d Defendant such rights, it is necessary

that the Defendant or his Counsel, within a reasonable time A

2,
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prlor to the tr:.alé sald cause, be perm:.tted e:».amme,-

lnspect and Lave a copy of such f1nger<;31nt or flnger prlnts,_;:;f

wp e LA

‘;Defendant ~'by hlS Counsel further avers that in order»minfi‘Ti

B T

full adequate and complete~opportun1ty:and fac111t1es for

- cross examlnatlon of the sald Ralph Hargrove, 1t ls necessary ,,»'

that the Defendant have a flnger prlnt expert of hls own selectlon

i L
to examine sald flnger print, or flnger prints, and to make

comparisons, tests and classificaticn thereof in order that

L his Counsel may have suff;csznt, nntelllgent 1nformat10n w1th

which to conduct such exz:inaticn - - ——

: Defendant.fuither evers that to protect his rights
he is entitled'to and now asserts nis right and claim to have .
comparisons, tests and classific cation of said finger print,
,or finget prints, taken from the said telescopic sight or the

said rifle made b& finger print experts of Defendant's own

uchoosing so as to determine whether or not said finger print,
“or finger prints, taken therefrom are in the opinion of such
v . -

finger print expert, of his own choosing, in fact the finger

print, or finger prints, of the Defendant and;to>have such

finger print'expert to so testify in contradiction or
A explanation:of any teStimony that mey be offered by the said
7 ' '

) Ralph Hargrove or any other experts of'the State's selection
and choosing that said finger prlnt or finger prlnts, are

in fact those of the'Defendant. 3

SR . . S
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' protectlon of law as guaranteed to him by the Constitution ;g

- S :
7 IR

" for the State that sa1d flnger pr;nt, or flnger prlnts, found

s ove —s.,.—"z‘..».\

Defendant asseiand claims that in the he 1s
b g

put to trial Wi said € arge a denial of{:)1s req st w111

=const1tute den1a1 to h1m of due process of law and equal

of the United States and the Constltutlon of the State of /‘2‘

Mlss1351pp1, “in the event such person, or persons, testzfy lff_jm:g

. .--a.
-

on the telescoplc saght or on the r1f1e are those of - the L
Defendant in that the Defendant thereby would be deprlved

of an opportunlty for fu11 and complete cross examlnatlon of
such wltness, or w1tnesses, and deprlved of a falr and 1mpart1a1'~

~r

trial for the reasons set Out abovc.

Defendant, by hLis Attdorneys, further gvers that in
the event he is required to so deifend himself in said cause, -
the facts and subject matter of this Motion are vital and

material to his defense against said charge.

WHEREFORE, Defendant by his Arcornmeys now moves this
Honorable Court to hear evidence and ascertain the present
custodian of said finger print, or finger prints, and taat
under such supervision and direction as the Court may
prescribe, the custodian thereof produce and celiver unto

the Attorneys for the Defendant and a fiuger print expert

ﬁhr and on behalf of the Defendant be given opportunity

.
o —————l3IT L
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to _make such comparlsons, tests and c1a351f1cat10ns thereof

to enable him 1nte111gent1y to adv15e the Defendant and his i

Counsel in the cross examlnation of such finger prlnt experts

.-

as the State may -offer as witnesses against this Defendant and ;Hif;f;t

as the said Defendant s flnger prlnt expert may deem necessary E

. .

to enable a finger print expert of the Defendant's own choosing .
to testify for and on behalf of the Defendant on the trial Qf“;'
this cause and as'evidence in behalf of the Defendant.

Respectfully submitted,

8YRCN De Le BECKWITH, DEFENDANT

vYe  §T-NTY SENDERS
. HARDY 1.0T.
E.'E. CJI\'NIN-G:IAM JR.

of Cénnsel for Defendant

[N \REA "
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WHICH DEMURRER JUDGE BARNETT OVERRULED. )
DEFENst"A%foaﬂg?s"ﬁuuucz THAT ORDER UNDER WHICH BECKWITH
COMMITTED ro%eti(ﬁ\mmnon WAS TOO BROAD IN/ THAT 1 PERM N B 5 5*':

. 3-P
BYRON TE LA éf%xwxru., MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM,

' RE NEV ORLEANS TELETYPE TO BUREAU AUGUST TWO LAST.

HEARING ON WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS BEGAN THIS MORNING
BEFORE RANKIN COUNTY CIRCUIT JUDGE O.H. BARNETT. BECKWITH -
IN COURT BEING REPRESENTED BY ATTORNEYS HARDY LOTT AND‘HUGH
CUNNINGHAM. DISTRICT ATTORNEY WILLIAM WALLER, JACKSON, MISS.,
AND ASST. ATTORNEY GENERAL GARLAND LYLE REPRESENTED STATE OF

DISTRICT ATTORNEY. WILLIAM VWALLER FILED A DEMURRER TO
DEFENDANT-S PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS ON GROUNDS
THAT RANKIN COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT DID NOT HAVE JURISDICTION,

12 AUG 13 1963 ’
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~PAGE TWO
EXAMINATION OF BECKWITH=S MENTAL CAPACITY AT TIME OF ALLEGED
CRIME, WHEREAS UNDER MISSISSIPPI LAW MENTAL EXAMINATION CAN
_ ONLY GO INTO BECKWITH=-S MENTAL COMPETENCY TO CONDUCT A
DEFENSE. FURTHER THAT A BROAD EXAMINATION WOULD AFFORD THE
STATE WITNESSES IN THE EVENT SANITY AT THE TIME OF ALLEGED
/CRIME 1S RAISED AS A DEFENSE.

BARNETT ADJOURNED COURT AT APPROXIMATELY TWELVE NOON
UNTIL TWO P.M. CST.

SHORTLY AFTER COURT RESUMED AT TWO P.M., JUDGE BARNETT
ORDERED BECKWITH REMOVED FROM THE MISSISSIPPI STATE HOSPITAL
AT WHITFIELD, MISSISSIPPI AND REMANDED O THE CUSTODY OF THE
SHERIFF OF RANKIN COUNTY, MISS. EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. |

JUDGE BARNETT SAID SECTION TWwO FIVE SEVEN FIVE POINT FIVE
OF THE MISSISSIPPI CODE OF NINETEEN FORTYTWO UNDER WHICH
BECKWITH COMMITTED FOR MENTAL EXAMINATION PROVIDES ONLY FOR AN
EXAMINATION QUOTE To DETERMINE HIS ABILITY TO MAKE A DEFENSE’’

_UpQueTE. FURTHER THAT NOVHERE IN THE ORDER OF JUDGE LEON

END PAGE TWO
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HENDRICK, HINDS COUNTY CIRCUIT JUDGE, DOES IT PROVIDE THAT THE
MENTAL EXAMINATION IS FOR THE PURPOSE OF EVALUATING DEFENDANT-S
~MENTAL CAPACITY TO MAKE A DEFENSE.. BARNETT SAID IN HIS OPINION
THE ORDER ENTERED BY JUDGE HENDRICK EXCEEDS THE AUTHORITY AS
SET OUT IN ABOVE CODE AND THEREFORE, THE PRIOR ORDERvIS VOID

AND THE DETENTION OF BECKWITH AS A PATIENT IN THE MISSISSIPPI

_ o
STATE HOSPITAL IS ILLEGAL. - ;;:
e .ll"
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By W. C. SHOEMAKER

Daily News Staff Writer
CARTHAGE, Miss. — State at-
torneys today planned to appeal
a circuit judge's action in ending
a mental test for Byron De La
Beckwith which was ordered by
another judge.
Judge 0. H. Barnett ruled in
Carthage on Friday that Circuit
Judge Leon Hendrick of Jackson
violated Beckwith’s constitutional
~ {rights by ordering him subjected

“|to a through mental examination
before standing trial for murder
in the slaying of NAACP leader
Medgar Evers.

RULES ORDER VOID
Barnett ruied Hendrick's order
“is void and ordered the Green-
; wood fertilizer salesman raleased
«  from Whitfield mental hospital

, “ang held by the Rankin Cofint
-  sheriff pending trial in Hinds
o + | County. ' ’

District Attorney Bill Waller
and Assistant state Attorney Gen-
eral Garland Lyell said they will
ask Mississippi's Supreme Court
to overrule -Barnett.

Barnett said HenT‘rick’s order

for a mental examination vio-
Jated Beckwith's right to speedy
trial although Waller had argued
the test would not cause post-
ponement of the trial.

The mental test would take
from 30 to 90 days, he said, and
trial could not nmormally be held
until late October.

Barnett said Hendrick had a
legal right to order Beckwith to
the mental hospital to determine
if he is mentally capable of help-
ing defend himself but that he
had no right to order a more
complete psychiatric test of his
sanity at the time of Evers’ slay-
ing.

Barnett took custody of Beck-
with from Hinds County authori-
ties and ordered him held in fhe
Rankin jail at Brandon until his
case is called for trial in Jack-
son.

The judge rejected a plea from
Waller to allow Hinds Sheriff J. R.
Gilfoy to serve a warrant charg-
ing murder on Beckwith in the
courtroom at Carthage and return
him to jail in Jackson.

State Will ‘4Ap'pea|' Directive -
Halting Beckwith's

Exams

Barnett said he will have Rank-
in Sheriff J. R. Edwards deliver
Beckwith to the Hinds Court for
trial when the case is called.

Waller also  unsuccessfully
sought to have Barnett re-commit
Beckwith to the mental hospital
for such examination as he termed
jegal. The judge said he had no
authority to do so since Beckwith
faces no criminal charge in Ran-
kin County.

DIVIDED JURISDICTION

Hendricks’ court in Hinds Coun-
ty has custody of the murder
charge against Beckwith but the
mental hospital is located in Ran-
kin County, which is served by
Barnett,

Beckwith’s attorneys, Hugh Cun-
ningham of Jackson, and Hardy
Lott and Stanny Sanders of Green-
wood, argued that they brought a
habeas corpus plea before Bar-
nett on grounds Hendrick had il-
legally ordered the mental tests
July 19.

Waller and Lyell argued that
Barneit Bad no jurisdiction in the
case and should have yeferred the
habeas corpus plea to irfeR.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Local citizens foday started 3
legal fund for use in defending
white people involved in civil rights

“\arecnwood Group T

fend Whites In Law

Special 1o The Commercial 2
GREENWOOD, Mise
8.—A board of direct(

cases. 3 nCcar3a
A spokesman for the group said: U M } i - Fl been named to hanc
h"l‘or mar;_v ycaris jtl}e ;\’A{ACI" IEEEIRE l 53 White Citizens Legal F
as opcrated a leral defense fund. I ' ;
‘They have raised and speot mil- Z U o | f:ently organqu here
lions of dollars on the prosecution in defending white per.
of eivil court actions involving cl- volved in civil rights
vil rights and in the defense of in-
dividual negrocs charged with var- The fund was start
;Ious. cnr{\hcs, all this in aatdntion tg weeks ago after a Gre
aving the avowed comfort, ai
and support of the United States man, Byron D? La E
Justice Department. Their success _ . . was charped with the
is apparent. This fund has enjoyed ST BN nr3 of NAACP Field S«
a tax"exempt status for many VELY ‘ . 2 Medgar Evers.
- | years. ' . L oo e Named to the board
“Today we sce the lives of white A. Barrentine, J. T.
citizens both as individuals and in Sr., Sam Williams, J.
B e e Bite citisens are guson Ellett ~Lawre
. ) Y
unable or hesitant to secure §ra;;1ksK. tOdOZ" HHH';‘Z'
prompt and competeat-legal assis- - H. Stanton, A. 13 B
i tance.” r m i R . ert Wingate, Charles [
R “We believe the time has comc T\“ T ‘j! 1 N 2 ders, Noll Davis, G. }
4 . [ 3 R A . o
i {to establish a white citizens legal VR TR L_'.t.i A 1 O TR TN } L?ra}? and ngard Sftacr
dfund for counter action against = s Ll R adie e e e presidents of C

various civil rizhts suits and to
provide legal advice and counsel
for white citizens who are threat-
off&d with or involved in civil rights
litigation at the earliest possible
moment in all cases where it is
deemed necpssary and

able.”

«Byron Dcla Beckwith, an ex
Marine wounded in combat, has
been charged with the murder of]
NAACP Field Sccretary Medgar
Evers. Mr. Beckwith is a 32nd
Degree Mason, a Shriner, a Com-
municant of Episcopal Church, and
is a member of the Sons of the
American Revolution. We do not
condone the murder of Medgar E-
vers and, of couse, we have no
idea of the guilt or innocence of
the accused but we feel that he is
entitied to competent legal counsel

and to » fair trial.

initially will be used to provide
legal counsel for Mr. Beckwith if
he is jound to be in necd of funds.
‘‘he fund will be admivistered by
a commiltce of prominent Grecn-
wood citizens who will make any
becision nocus ry U8 to dishursc-
[0 cor ekl

¢o¢ fund.

- ... .wmpt wiil be made to ac-
cuire < .ax exempt status! A
spokesman for the fund said any-
one who is interested in contrib-
uting to mai his check, cash or

advis-| .

«Monies collccted for this fund -

it is intend-

ST e

HEGARREIIND
L — - [

o b e e’

P. O. Box 738

GREENWOOD. MISSiSSIPPI

. e

GREENWOOD'S THREE BANK PRESIDENTS ARE ACTING
FINANCIAL ADVISORS FOR THE FUND.

16

wood's three banks,
Parish Jr., W. C. Nc
J. H. Peebles, are se:
financial advisers. -
A spokesman for t
said “We do not conc
murder of Medgar Ev
of course, we have no
the guilt or innocence
accused but we feel th
entitled to competent
counsel and to a fair
He added, “It is ¢
hoped that the area of
of the fund will b
broader than in assi
financing this one m
fense. When you cons
awesome spectacle of «
standing alone against
ponderous power, a
wealth and ingenuity
Federal Government,
agents of the Federal
of Investigation, Fe
maorshals, the Jackso
Department and al! «
lice authorities of :..:
Mississippi, not
$27,000 in reward o
staggers the imagina
It was pointed out

"INAACP hag operatec

defense fund many y:
has spent millions o

money order to the White Citizens ’ - i
! Legal Fund P. O. Box 738, Green- | ot pr.osecu?wn v
| Lexsl Eund P O court actions involv

rights and in defens
dividual Negroes.
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alsd known as Civil R Rights. MalMaue:s o

BYRON DE LA BECKVITH, &, HEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, ©R; RM.
% REURTEL TODAY.
. " TRIAL"COMMENCED NINE A. M. TODAY, HINDS COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT. t\\
_APPROXIMATELY TWO HUNDRED JURORS CALLED. ENTIRE DAY TAKEN UP
VITH QUESTIONING PROSPECTIVE JURORS BY DISTRICT ATTORNEY VILLIAM \\\s
| CENTRAL STANDARD TIME
VALLER. AS OF FIVE THIRTY P.M., €5T TODAY, NO JUROR HAS BEEN ACCEPTED \

HOWEVER WALLER HAS COMPLETED QUESTIONING OF THE TWELVE PROSPECTIVE 'Q

JURORS PRESENILY IN JURY BOX. . coum WAS RECESSED UNTIL SEVENT™ “-E ‘ \§\a
3 .
‘n-mm PoM.: :Lometgr \msn IT IS EXPECTED DEFENSE WILL comm:ucs-. Q. (\‘\\
o2 | s
nussuonms. 2 -
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BUREAU VILL BE )EPT ADVISED ON DAILY BASIS OF !
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/ BYRON DE LA: BECKUITH, MHEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTINM. -GR’ Q*\

:-.D,URI_NG 'AFTERNOON SESSION OF TRIAL JAN. TWENTYEIGHT, STATE ANK
_DEFEN?E CdNTINUED EXAMINATION OF PROSPECTI\)E JURORS. ONE PpF “\\
PROSPECTIVE JURORS WAS A NEGRO MALE WHO WAS EXCUSED BY THE}COURT ’\‘i
UHEN IT WAS BROUGHT OUT ON EXAMINATION THAT JUROR/S FATHP? EVERAL\

..

YEARS AGO WAS A MURDER VICTIM SHOT FROM AMBUSH. AT THE C6NCLUSION \§
OF TONIGHTS SESSION STATE AND DEFENS£ HAD ACCF@TED SEVEN:#‘]J S. ‘i

SELECTION OF THE\REMAINING FIVE SCHEDUL%\ég)O #?6/'
SRR 22

POSSIBILITY TESTIMONY MAY COMMENCE E LAY E_gmoamw
END w‘ Ex oL m\\ 2? 1964

wn LR 57JAN311954 <ﬁ*®> """ T é

FBI WASH DC

r\“/'z%

o
. " ;

- - . - - - -
4

L
214 . ™

: L)

= - -

- -~ 4
.. - - -

4 -" “"" %o e R ALk s N
AT gt v‘ Ch Dy T et
R e e R s

V. ’w‘. —~E ¥t I Al ":r 33

- + v ——— ._—“an smin o en & @ v .;:“ q:;. A "‘ ' '."‘ —— —
{ m . -dn.- . e b T T T
‘& v ’ R . L N LA ~3
= d’ﬂh L-‘* \RATISE G . W\.ei:-
-‘hﬂy 4 .,.. e '=p w ‘* ’ty .r*‘& .I.»-.‘_ \:- ‘-—’?:\“‘ SO .‘.,3\
Lot Sl a1 "\. PRI A .', N O N T S T LT
. - S et 1t o snies e e - 18y g 8% o T———



. . L o & mmaumuor mm @
A @  CoMlACTO SETon @) —
S U € R JaN 2910} :i;-'~‘~;:3: /
: o < . . TELETYPE ' 3 ".‘“‘1'{',; it
- e - e
£ pir, i
D -

'FBI NEW ORLS |
V/ﬂ;as PM CST URGENT = 1-29-64 = TJB
TO D¥RECTOR  /157-901/ ,
'pROM SAC NEW ORLEANS /157-1163/  1-PAGE o

o : uwil Rights  paciat
BYRON DE LA BECKVITH,AKA; MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM M-RH‘).

,-
P
“
L§\
,
\‘ .
- T e
R B
S LY e
oo
-G -
a o .
o
. -
.

2
'AFTERNOON SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TAKEN UP WITH EXAMINATION
'EBOSPECTIVE JURORS. WHEN COURT RECESSED FOR SUPPER TONIGHT TEN JURO

HAD BEEN ACCEPTED BY STATE AND DEFENSE. JUDGE ORDERED SESSION TONI
AND TOLD A"M'ORNEYS TO BE PREPARED TO BE THERE UNTIL MIDNIGHT IF

NECESSARY TO COMPLETE SELECTION OF JURY.
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.. AT THE CONCLUSION oF NIGHT . 'SESSION OF BECKWITH/S
TRIAL,. JANUARY TWENTYSEVEN, THE STATE ACCEPTED TWELVE
JURRORS. DURING MORNING SESSION, JANUARY TVENTYEIGHT,
DEFENSE Arroﬁnsv STANLEY SANDERS COMMENCED EXAMINATION

BY THE COURT WHEN SANDERS ‘ELICITED FROM HIM THE STATEMEN

A.i é§§
N

Vi
Y
%

%

0

OF THESE TWELVE JURORS. ONE OF THESE JURORS WAS Excussn‘:fzgg
T

THAT HE HAD IN THE PAST READ SOME LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 3%5
OF A LOCAL NEWSPAPER FRONM BECKUITH AND HE, THE JUROR, CONSIDER :'

e
ot

)--.' )

% BECKWITH AN QUOTE EXTREMIST UNQUOTE. TWO OTHER JURORS,.
= UERE EXCUSED BY THE COURT FOR OTHER REASONS. IN QUESTIONING

L

) JURORS, SANDERS IMPLIED REPEATEDLY THAT BECKWITH IS INNOCENT i

AND THAT STATE MUST PROVEHIS GUILT”BEYOND A REASONABLE
DOUBT. AT TIME OF NOON RECESS, DEFENSE HAD NOT ACCEPTED

ﬁé JZA/
VSE,

Y7

OR REJECTED ANY OF THE TWELVE JURORS PRESENTLY IN BOX.

EXAMINATION OF JURORS WILL CONTINEIEEC.DURING?TER§OON. /—;ﬁ/

SESSION SCHEDULED. -~

Ps

CMFIVE WORD_QNE-—SKQULD- BE-*/JURORSd JAN 30 196¢
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: BYRON DE LAOBECKWITH" AKAs/ MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM- CRo .)

AS TRIAL OF BECKWITH RESUMED MORNING OF JANUARY .ér.; EN

TWENTYNINE} DEFENSE AND STATE HAD ACCEPTED SEVEN JURORS.

MORNING SESSION TAKEN UP WITH EXAMINATION OF ADDITIONAL

"JURORS BY STATE. AS COURT RECESSED FOR NoON S'n¢rr1~:/_5 ?d /—ﬂ g :

ANNOUNCED THAT IT ACCEPTED THE TWELVE JUROR PRESENTL¥—"
IN THE BOX. DEFENSE COUNSﬁL’WILLxSTAﬁIqE THE FIVE NEW®2 D
JURORS THIS AFTERNOON.
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. AT CONCLUSION OF MORNING SESSION OF TRIAL, JAN. THIRTY

SIXTY FOUR, DEFENSE AND STATE HAD ACCEPTED TWELVE JURORS. ’
SELECTION?DF ONE ALTERNATE JUROR WILL COMMENCE AFTER NOON

RECESS WITH POSSIBLITY SOME TESTIMONY MAY BE TAKEN TODAY,.
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BYRON-DE LA BECKWITH,‘AKK: MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIF

RM. RE AFTERNOON SESSION OF BECKWITH TRIAL, FEBRUARY ONE,

JINSTANT.

50w
JOHN W. GOZA OWNER, DUCKS TACKLE SHOP, GRENADA,MISS.,
TESTIFIED THAT'ON MAY’TWELVE 'SIXTYTHREE, HE TRADED A SIX
POWER GOLDEN HAWK UNfﬁED TELESCOPIC CITE TO BYRON DE LA
A BECKWITH. ALSO SHOWN SCOPE ON RIFLE IN INSTANT CASE AND
SAID IT WAS SIMILAR IN ALL RESPECTS TO SCOPE HE TRADED TO
BECKWITH, BUT BECAgﬁt HE HAD NOT RECORDED ANY SERIAL NUMBERS

QN SCOPE, CouLR NOT STATE DEFINITELY IDENTICAL TO SCOPE

re
. TRADED WITH BECKWITH. %1 e
[ M el

MR. O.P. BROWN,‘DISTRICT MGR., SOUTHERN BELL TELEPHDNE,

SISTYTHREE, FROM BEGKWITH HOHE TO MR. OR MRS. GOZA GRLNADA
MISS., AND PHONE CAHE'MADE MAY TVWELVE, SIXTYTHREE, FROM

\;E'éa

!, o

'

BECKWITH TO GOzA AT SEVEN THENIY THRE

oA
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LLOYD M. PRIuE,
END PAGE ONE
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GREENWOOD, MISS., PRQDUCED RECORDS SHOWING PHONE CALL MAY FIVE
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PAGE TWO

GUNSMITH, JACKSON, MISS., TESTIFIED HE HAD EXAMINED INSTANT
SCOPE AND RIFLE AND IN HIS OPINION, THIS SCOPE MOUNTED BY
PERSON WITH NO MORE THAN MINIMUK KNOVLEDGE OR ABILITY IN
MOUNTING SAME. AT TWO FOURTEEN P.M., COURT RECESSED UNTIL
NINE A.M. FEBRUARY THREE, NEXT.
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BYRON DE LA BECKUITH ﬁkﬁ MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM:

Raclal Mattetd

BECKWITH TRIAL RECESSED AT FIVE THIQTYFIVE PM TODAY.STATE AND
DEFENSE HAVE'ACCEPTED' TWELVE JURORS AND ONE N ALTERNATE TESTIMPONY WILL

COMMENGE EIGHT THIRTY AN CST TOMORROU. /5 Z _ 9‘}\
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L !/ . ) pwﬁl_ MATYTE
BYROND DE LA BECKWITH, AKA/ MEDGAR EVERS/VICTIM. -CR/ZRM.™
RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITHATRIAL: JAN. THIRTYONE.
DISTRICT ATTORNEY WILLIAM WALLER MADE SHORT OPENING
TATEMENT TO JURY, STATING HE INTENDED TO T!E BECKWITH TO

EVERS MURDER WITH TEN DIFFERENT POINTS. DEFENSE ATTORNEY

HARDY LGTT MADE SHORT STATEMENT TO JURY. MADE NO MENTION

OF ANTIQ,IPATED PROOF, STATED ONLY BECKWITH NOT GUILTY. O /ZZ/

PN

'¢, " DETECTIVE CAPTAIN BENNIE D. HARRELL /NA/ WAS FIRST WITNESS
‘W

cé-'/?‘

AND TESTIFIED HE RECEIVED CALL AT ABOUT TWELVE FORTYF‘{’VE

e,

AM, JUNE TWELVE LAST RE SHOOTING. REc.139 /507’_”?’0 /_ 7(_)_ 3

L

‘ MRS. MEDGAR EVERS NEXT WITNESS, TESTIFIED AS TO ARRIVAL OF
QA
n\\VICTIM AT HOME THAT NIGHT, HEARING SHOT AND FINDING HIS BODY.

TESTIFIED ON CROSS EXAMINATION, HUSBAND HAD RECEIEVE.D'NUMEROUS

S

_TELEPHONE THREATS. DEFENSE COUNSEL ATTEMPTED TO QUESTION HER

Wl 4ol W0
CONCERNING INTEGRAT‘ION aCTIVITIES OF HUSBAND ANI')‘ WREN SUCH
{QUESTIONS OBJECTED 70, DEFENSE,STATED WERE_ATTEMPTING:TO SHOW

n')iv .. ""~—~‘

OTHERS WOULD HAVE MOTIVE FOR KILLING EV5R$EB 4 1954

S~
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PAGE TWO |

'HOUSTON WELLS, NEGRO MALE, NEXT DOOR NE;GHBosﬂzo EVERS,
TESTIFIED AS TO ARRIVAL AT SCENE IMMEDIATELY AFTERS EVERS |
" SHOT." WAS. NOT .CROSS EXAMINED.‘

JACKSON PD PATROLMAN JOE ALFORD, TESTIFIED HE WAS FIRST
OFFICER ON SCENE AND TRANSPORTED EVERS TO HOSPITAL. WAS NOT
.. CROSS EXAMINED. | "

#% . - DR. FOREST 6. BRATLEY, M.D., PATHOLOGIST, TESTIFIED HE

" PERFORMED AUTOPSY AND THAT CAUSE. OF DEATH WAS HEMORRHAGING

FROM WOUND CAUSEPBY BULLET FROM HIGH POWERED RIFLE. WAS NOT
CROSS EXAMINED. | ' |

. DETECTIVE SGT. JOHN H. CHAMBLEE, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED AS
TO INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED IMMEDIATELY AFTER SHOOTING, INCLUDING
GENERAL CRIME SGENE SEARCH. _INTRODUCED AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF
AREA OF EVERS HOME AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR OF
HOME AND PHOTOGRAPHS OF AREA FROM WHICH SHOT ALLEGEDLY FIRED.
DIRECT EXAMINATION OF CHAMBLEE WAS CONTINUING AT NOON RECESS.
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Q Rights Mmﬂel’s A Mr. Trottor.
/BYRON DE LA™BECKWITH, AKA/ MEDGAR ‘EVERS DASH VICTINMLCR /RMo ] E?:s' E‘o':‘mes';—-'

Mice Gahir

it 12

A

63/ REMYTEL TODAY RE AFTERNOON SESSION OF BECKWITH TRIAL JANUA!

THIRTYONE, SIXTYFOUR. '

Police Department

- DETECTIVE SGT. JOHN H.CHAMBLEE JACKSON/PD CROSS EXAMINED BY
DEFENSE NO SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION ELICATED ON CROSS EXAMINATION.

JOE PARKS,CIVIL ENGINEER TESTIFIED HE HAD PREPARED A PLAT OF CRIME
SCENE, PLAT INTRODUCED,SHOVED THAT POINT AT WHICH EVERS suor WAS IN
" DIRECT UNOBSTRUCTED LINE WITH CLUMP OF TREES WHERE ASSAILANT WOULD HAVE

TO S To A . . | .
g Q\ . HoO JBolice Department
”‘f¥ .-~ DETECTIVE SGT. FRED SANDERS JACKSON/?D TESTIFIED AS TO CRIME SCENE

SEARCH AND INTRODUCED SPENT SLUG FOUND IN EVER}S KITCHEN.
MRS. BETTY COLEY,TESTIFIED THAT SHE AND KENNETH ADCOCK \'ERU {/
&/
WALKING ON STREET NEAR SPOT WHERE SHOT ALLEGEDLY FIRED,HEARD SHOT AND

EARD PERSON RUNNING IMMEDIATELY AFTER SHOT. KENNETH ADCOCK TESTIFIED

. | 0.

_ "SUBSTANTIALLY *SAME. g&g\ g [ S - TE / . 9[_2(/
t?}? DECTECTIVE SGT. 0.M. LUKE JACKSON/PD TESTIFIED AS TO FINDING RIFLE.
X INNES THORNTON MC INTYRE,ITTA BENE,MISS.; TESTIFIED RE PURCHASING

I

‘ .
: ?vRIFLE FROM INTERNATIONAL FIRE-ARMS COMPANY IN FEBRUARY NINETEEN FIFTY=
2 A}

L‘ NINE AND TRADING SAME TO BECKWITH. AFTER EXAMINING GUN FOUND AT SCENE

HE STATED IN HIS OPINION THIS WAS GUN HE HAD TRADED TO BECKWITH.
gB 4 1964

COURT ADJOURNED UNTIL NINE AM FEBRUARY ONE NEX

Y zﬁb"
. VA
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_ HE SMELLED OF. BREECH AND DETERMINED IT HAD BEEN VERY RECENTLY

o l T . o Mr. “Conrad.

FBI NEW ORLS
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FIRED BUT WAS QUESTIONED AS TO WHETHER OR NOT MAY HAVE BEEN OIL
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BYROAC%E LA BECKWITH, AKA, MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIN, CR, RNM.
e ' '

RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL, FEBRUARY THREE, SIXTYFOUR.
FORMER SHERIFF J. R. GILFOY, HINDS COUNTY, TESTIFIED WAS :
PRESENT JACKSON PD WHEN RIFLE FOUND AT MURDER SCENE BROUGHT IN. \1
TESTIFIED AS TO OBSERVING FINGERPRINT EXAMINATION AND TESTIFIED §§§§
THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER BREECH WAS OPENED AND EMPTY SHELL EJECTED,

FIRED. WAS NOT CROSS EXAMINED REGARDING HIS OPINION RECENTLY

ON GUN. e e m
CAPTAIN RALPH HARGROVE, IDENTIFICATION OFFICER, JACKSON PD, \}
TESTIFIED HE PHOTOGRAPHED EVERS BODY AT HOSPITAL AND MADE :°\

PHOTOGRAPHS CRIME SCENE, AND THAT HE EXAMINED INSTQ&£.53£LE FOR
10 “FJ7=" <,L_3<

LATENTS AND DEVELOPED ONLY ONE GOOD LATERNT™W ch wAs oN dg: o5 1961

STATED ON DIRECT TESTIMONY gﬁAT PRINT QUOTE JUMPED upP Bﬂﬂﬂﬂjﬁ

WHEN PUT POUDER ON IT AND SAID Qﬂeii ﬂﬁERE WAS AN ABUNDANT AMOUNT

OF PERSPIRATION IN LATENT”BN&HG?E. WAS ASKED IF HE HAD AN ’

SLrBligg™ | (/

..
.'_..__,_‘-_—-~-.—4 - e
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NO 157-1163
'PAGE TWO o |
OPINION AS TO THE AGE OF LATENT. DEFENSE OBJECTED AND COURT
OVERRULED OBJECTION. STATED QUeIE'I BELIEVE THIS PRINT IS NOT
OVER TVELVE HOURS OLD’UNQYGTE. SAID HIS OPINION FORMED BASED
ON.THE CONSIDERATION OF CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING WHERE RIFLE
FOUND. TESTIFIED THAT ON JUNE TWENTYTHREE, LAST, FINGERPRINTED
BECKVITH AND COMPARED FINGERPRINTS AGAINST LATENT. DEFENSE
OBJECTED TO TESTIMONY CONCERNING FINGERPRINTING OF BECKWITH
INASMUCH AS BECKWITH, ACCORDING TO HARGROVE, SAID QUOTE'I OBJECT
TO HAVING MY FINGERPRINTS BEING MADE'UNJUOUTE., DEFENSE CONTENDED
THIS WAS VIOLATION OF BECKWITH-S CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS. JUDGE
_ OVERRULED OBJECTION. HARGROVE TESTIFIED THAT LATENT WAS
IDENTICAL WITH RIGHT INDEX FINGER OF BECKWITH, BASED ON FOURTEEN
POINTS OF IDENTIFICATION. 1IN TESTIMONY, HARGROVE USED COLORED
SLIDE SHOVING LATENT FINGERPRINT SIDE BY SIDE WITH THE ROLLED
IMPRESSION. '

HARGROVE WAS CROSS.EXAMINED BY DEFENSE ATTORNEY HARDY LOTT
FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE AND ONE HALF HOURS. LOTP ATTACKED
HIS QUALIFICATIONS BY SHOWING HARGROVE WAS GRADUATE OF INSTITUTE

- ” Ty
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PAGE THREE

OF APPLIED SCIENCE, A CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL, AND THAT HARGROVE -
HAD ONLY HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION. ALSO SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME

 ATTEMPTING TO ATTACK IDENTIFICATION OF THE LATENT AS THAT OF

BECKWITH-S PRINT. ALSO QUESTIONED HARGROVE CONCERNING FACT THAT
OTHER PORTIONS OF LATENTS MAY HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED ON GUN QHICH
WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN COMPARABLE WITH BECKWITH-S PRINTS. HARGORVE
TESTIFIED IN THAT REGARD THAT THE ONE LATENT HE DEVELOPED WAS

ONLY LATENT WHICH BORE ANY“CHARACTERISTICS SUITABLE FOR IDENTI- -
FICATION, AND THAT ANYTHING ELSE DEVELOPED WERE'SMEARS AND

SMUDGES. LOTT ALSO SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME CROSS EXAMINING
CONCERNING LENGTH OF TIME FINGERPRINT WOULD LAST. HARGROVE

SAID WOULD LAST,INDEFINITE PERIOD OF TIME DEPENDING ON SURROUNDINGS.

"ASKED HARGROVE COMPOSITION OF LATENT FINGERPRINT, AND HARGROVE STATED

MADE UP OF PERSPIRATION, SALT AND OIL. LOTT QUOTED BOOKLET,
SCIENCE OF FINGERPRINT EXAMINATION, PUBLISHED BY FBI AND READ
CERTAIN PORTIONS DEALING WITH FACT THAT SUBSTANCE ON FINGERPRINT
RIDGES ON HAND COULD BE OILS AND OTHER SECRETIONS FROM BODY AND
HAIR WHERE HAND WOULD HAVE COME IN CONTACT WITH SAME. QUOTED
FROM~MEDI&AL-BQOKLET SHOWING THAT PERSPIRATION‘ES MADE UP OF

[P O

ey T B PN
e ‘;"";";‘“‘?"7“;:-\!‘\.1-"4 «.—W‘. :\’ >

e R : oo <L
PO N -v-A' '~ "N *" s




PAGE FOUR . - |
VARIOUS DIFFERENT TYPES OF CHEMICAL IN VARIOUS PORTIONS OF THE
BODY. ALSO ASKED IF BLOWING HOT HUMID BREATH OVER AN UNDEVELOPED
'LATENT WOULD ASSIST IN BRINGING THIS LATENT OUT. HARGROVE
STATED UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES THIS PROCEDURE WOULD ASSIST
IN DEVELOPING LATENT. |

- LOTT CITED A NINETEEN FIFTYEIGHT MURDER CASE IN WHICH
HARGROVE TESTIFIED IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION THAT THERE VAS NO

WAY TO TELL HOW LONG A FINGERPRINT HAD BEEN ON A GUN IN THAT
CASE. OR REDIRECT EXAMINATION, HARGROVE STATED THAT IN NINETEEN
FIFTYEIGHT CASE, CIRCUMSTANCES WERE DIFFERENT, MURDER VEAPON
HAD BEEN FOUND IN A ROOM, AND THE SURROUNDINGS DIFFERENT FROM
INSTANT CASE. , ’

ON CROSS EXAMINATION, HARGROVE GENERALLY CONFINED HIS
JUSTIFICATION OF OPINION AS TO AGE OF FINGERPRINT ON EXTERIOR
FACTS SUCH AS LOCATION OF GUN, NO INDICATION THAT LEAVES, OR
TVIGS, HAD BRUSHED AGAINST LATENT, AND LACK OF EVIDENCE OF
DUST OR DEV OVER LATENT FINGERPRINT. DID NOT STATE ON EITHER

DIRECT OR CROSS THAT THERE WAS ANY SCIENTIFIC METHOD FOR

-
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PAGE FIVE .

DETERMINING AGE OF FINGERPRINT, AND THIS WAS HIS OPINION ONLY.
EXAMINATION OF HARGROVE COMPLETED AT NOON RECESS.

© ' FBI FINGERPRINT EXAMINER GEORGE GOODREAU SCHEDULED AS FIRST

STATE WITNESS AFTER NOON RECESS.
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TO DIRECTOR /157-901/
FROM NEW §E§EANS /7157-1163/ 4 P

' BYRON"DE LA BECKWITH, AKA. MEDGAR EVERS, VICTIM. . \ »
~CRy; RMo ~ | ' ;-,‘g 1;
© RE MORNING SESSION BECKVITH TRIAL, FEB. FOUR. Y Y\
ROBERT LEROY PITTMAN, TEENAGE SON OF OPERATORS, \3 Y

| IN Y
PITTMAN GROCERY, LOCATED VICINITY EVERS HOME, TESTIFIED ¥ !
THAT SATURDAY NIGHT BEFORE SHOOTING SAW WHITE VALIANT AUTO %%‘K%E
PARKED NEAR FATHER/S STORE ABOUT‘TEN THIRTY PM. SAVW LONG \;) y
ANTENNA ON BACK OF THIS CAR. STATED PHOTO OF BECKWITH/S N
CAR LOOKED LIKE CAR HE saw. TESTIFIED THAT“ON NIGHT EVERS }‘;{
.SHOT HE SAW WHITE VALIANT PASSING E; SL?WLY ABOUT NINE

FIFTEEN PM. TESTIFIED THAT SHORTLY AFTER SHOOTING HE VWENT

OVER TO EVERS RESIDENCE AND MRS. EVERS /CUSSED HIM OUT/
AND HE RAN OFF. ' : BEC 50
. ) - v
MARTHA GENE O/BRIEN, VHO WAS Q}{a‘n}w AT JOE/S = LJ/ﬁ 7‘/
DRIVEIN, NIGHT OF MURDER, TESTIFIED TH‘AT DURING PERIOD 3
EIGHT THIRTY TO TEN PM, N NIGHT OF JUNE ELEVEN, SHE SAW WHITE

—
'V&ME’BV L&ém:mm. ARRIVE ON LOT OF DRIVELN. MAN GOT

ame BBy

o END PAGE ONEjgﬁz%r/
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COPAGE TWO et

Al ooy

OUT AND WENT TO REST Room."sor BACK _IN CAR AND BACKED CAR

S .-y

“INTO CORNER OF LBT.Q DID NOT SEE IT LEAVE. COULD NOT

WHITE VALIANT, POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED IT AS CAR SHE HAD SEEN

IN LOT. |

* ... RONALD JONES, TEENAGER, 'FRIEND OF ROBERT PITTMAN,
'SUPRA,. TESTIFIED HE WAS VITH ROBERT PITTMAN NIGHT EVERS
KILLED, . TESTIFIED SAV WHITE VALIANT VITH HIGH ANTENNA
PASS BY PITTMAN/S GROCERY SLOWLY. TESTIFIED AS TO GOING

OVER TO EVERS 'ﬁOUSE AFTER SHOOTING AND THAT MRS. EVERS SAID

SOMETHING AND HE'AND ROBERT PITfMAN RAN OFF. TESTIFIED ON
CROSS~-EXAMINATION THAT HE HEARD THREE SHOTS ON NIGHT OF
MURDER, ONE WAS WHEN HE WAS RUNNING FROM EVERS HOUSE AND
AT-SAME TIME OF SHOT HEARD SOMETHING LIKE /A ROCK/ HIT
BUILDING NEAR HIM. -

RONNIE MARK ACY, AGE SIXTEEN, EMPLOYED- PITTMAN/S

. IDENTIFY DRIVER QS”PECKWITH..ZTESTIFIED LATER SAW BECKWITH/S

GROCERY, TESTIFIED SAT. NIGHT BEFORE SHOOTING OBSERVED WHITE

VALIANT AUTO PARKED ALONGSIDE PITTMAN/S GROCERY. HAD LONG
ANTENNA ON REAR WITH SHRINER EMPLEM HANGING FROM CHAIN FROM
REAR VIEV MIRROR. SAW NO ONE IN CONNECTION WITH CAR.
BARBARA ANN HOLDER, AGE TWENTYTWO, TESTIFIED SHE WAS
END PAGE.TWO
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PAGE THREE e e e e m e e
’ CUSTOMER IN JOE/S "DRIVEIN NIGHT OF JUNE ELEVEN. RAD'FORMERLY
WORKED THERE AS WAITRESS.. TESTIFIED WHILE THERE SHE OBSERVED
“WHITE VALIANT WITH RADIO ANTENNA ON BACK AND DIRTY CONDITION
- PULL UP NEXT TO DRIVEIN AND MAN GOT OUT OF CAR AND WENT INTO |
.REST ROON. SAW HIM COME OUT oF REST ROOM, GET IN CAR AND
ABACK CAR UP TO REAR OF LOT, WHERE HE SAT IN CAR. TESTIFIED
- CAR UAS STILL TRERE UHEN SHE LEFT AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN
THIRTY PM THAT NIGHT. WAs SHOWN PHOTO OF BECKWITH/S CAR
ANb TESTIFIED /THAT-S THE CAR 1 SAVW THAT NIGHT./ DISTRICT
‘ATTORNEY BILL'UALLER ASKEP HER IF SHE HAD.AN OPINION AS TO.

THE IDENTITY OF MAN WHO VAS DRIVING. DEFENSE OBJECTED TO
QUESTION AND JURY EXCLUDED WHILE COUNSEL ARGUED OBJECTION.
SHE TESTIFIED TO COURT IN ABSENCE OF JURY AS FOLLOWS/
/FROM PICTURES 1 HAVE SEEN AND HIS DESCRIPTION
AND ALL CIRCUMSTANCES; 1 BELIEVE'IT.UAS BECKVITH./
JUDGE SUSTAINED DEFENSE OBJECTION TO HER TESTIFYING
AS TO OPINION. SHE WAS NOT CROSS-EXAMINED.

SPECIAL AGENT SAM H. ALLEN, JR., FBI, MEMPHIS DIVISION,
TESTIFIED AS TO'CONTACT VITH BECKWITH JUNE TWENTYONE FOR PURPOSE
OF INQUIRY RE BECKWITH/S PURCHASE OF TELESCOPIC SIGHT AND
TESTIFIEQ AS TO BECKVITH/S /NO COMMENT/ RESPON?E.

- SA V. WALSER PROSPERE, FBI, MEMPHIS DIVISION,
END PAGE THREE
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PAGE FOUR

TESTIFIED UAS PRESENT WITH SA ALLEN AND CORROBORATED ALLEN/S

frzsrxmonv ABOVE, ~ ALSO_IESTIFIED AS TO EVENTS LEADING.UP TO-~ ;”ﬁ~
ARREST OF BECKWITH BY AGENTS JUNE TWENTYTWO LAST.
- DETECTIVE JOHN- CHAMBLEE, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED
BECKWITH ANSWERED ALL QUESTIONS CONCERNING WURDER OF MEDGAR
__EVERS VITH NO COMMENTS OR WORDS TO ‘THAT EFFECT. arzstxrxzu.
* BECKVITH WAS OFFERED OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLAIN SCAR ON FOREHEAD
* AND ASKED TO FURNISH WHEREABOUTS NIGHT OF KILLING BUT DECLINED
T0 DO SO. |
SA JOSEPH G. PEGGS, FBI, NEW ORLEANS DIVISION,

TESTIFIED THAT ON JUNE TWENTYTHREE HE OBSERVED CIRCULAR-SHAPED

SCAR OVER BECKVITH/S RIGHT EYE AND WHEN QUESTIONED BECKWITH
AS TO POSSIBILITY THIS WAS SCAR FROM TELESCOPIC SIGHT,
BECKWITH MADE NO COMMENT ANSWER.
WALLER EXPECTS TO CONCLUDE STATE/S CASE EARLY THIS
AFTERNOON. -
. END | -
vA

FBI WASH DC

L A S ANGE
SRUERT

R IR
DY

. L. e e e - - -
e ey IE o Jacetiain V0T PR W PSR AR T
i - ot c&-"'!i._. ; .

) . ST e,
' ‘m"v' _i ""‘M m&“"’h“?




L 3]
\

O A \'Mr.M

T __mMMUM ATIONS S SECh 0“ L R D N
o | £ER1 1954 / |

TELETY

’ - g g g 5 e }
§. nEp T
FBI WASH DC :
i
FBI NEW ORLS
PLS HOLD FOR THREE TELETYPES EACH TWO PAGES
4-29PN CST URGENT 2-1-64 BNN

TO DIRECTOR /157-901/

E*’;ROW NEW ORL NS /157-1163/

. glso kncwe a§
BYRON DE LA BECKVWITH, - ‘KA MEDGAR EVERS - DASA VICTIM. -CR,
Racial Mtters
. RE MORNING SESSEION BECKWITH TR1IAL, FEBRUARY ONE, INSTANT,

SA FRANCIS FINLEY, MEMPHIS DIVISION, TESTIFIED AS T0

RECEIVING FIFTY THREE EMPTY CARTRIDGE CASES FROM INNES T.

Tk T

MC INTYRE, ITTA BENA, MISSISSIPPI, ONE TWENTY FOUR, SIXTY

THREE, AND TURNING OVER SAME TO SA DONALD J. STORAKER, NEW
ORLEANS DIVISION. SA STORAKER TESTIFIED AS TO RECEIPT

OF SAME AND THAT HE TURNED THEM.QVER TO SA RICHARD J. POPPLETON,
FBI LAB, SA POPPLETON TESTIFIED THAT HE DETERMINED THIRTY

OF THESE CARTRIDGE CASES FIRED FROM RIFLE FOUND NEAR MURDER -
SCENE AND TESTIFIED AS TO HIS EXAMINATION OF SIX CAR-

TRIDGES AND ONt CARTRIDGE CASE FOUND IN RIFLE., HE ALSO TESTIFIED
AS TO HIS EXAMINATION OF BULLET FOlk%B. g&) EVERS- HOM? SA ’;/j(?
POPPLETON TESTIFIED THAT EVIDEN&E BULLET 4&8 F?%ED ROW AN
ENFIELD RIFLE SIMILAR TO ONE FOUND NEAR EVERS=- HOME,  BUT THAT ‘f;;' a

IT WAS TOOMUTULATED TO IDENTIFY WITH THIS GUN, ‘sA.

END PAGE ONE /. —
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PAGE TwO

SAMUEL E., VIRDEN, II, NEW ORLEANS DIVISION, TESTIFIED AS TO
RECEIVfNG RIFILE, SIX ROUNDS OF AMMUNIT;ON,,ONE CARTRIDGE CASE
" AND ONE BULLET FROM JACKSON POLICE DEPARTMENT AND TRANSPORTING
SAME TO WASHINGTON, D.C., AND RETURN.
AFTERNOON SESSION OF COURT- WILL BE HELD.

END

WA - CORRECTION FIRST PAGE NINETH LINE LST 1ST WRD SHD BE
SCENE
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S e URGENT e 5 64 — ww e Ty .
7520.4.DIRECTOR :741 L y | | Ms. Trtter—

Tele. Ruom

,FRomﬁﬁaac NEV ORLEANS 157-1163 e e ‘
. J
.BYROND

A slso known 88 Civil Rnahl! “Recial Halteri
E LA BECKWITH-&*)'MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM,—G& A
RE AFTERNOON SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL 2-4-64.

_ - LLOYD M. PRICE, GUNSMITH, JACKSON MISS., TESTIFIED AS T0

IVCONDUCTING EXPERIMENTS WITH INSTANT RIFLE AT NIGHT, STATED IN

NORMAL FIRING POSITION PERSONS EYE WOULD BE ABOUT ONE AND THREE EIGHTS
INCHES FROM SCOPE. DR. FOREST G. BRATLEY PATHOLOGIST TESTIFIED
EXAMINED BECKWITH JUNE TWO THREE LAST. OBSERVED SCAR NEAR RIGHT

EYEBROV WAS OPINION SCAR HAD BEEN PRESENT LESS THAN THIRTY DAYS AND /
AT LEAST TEN DAYS. STATED THAT SCAR WOULD HQVﬁ BEEN WMADE BY (j7x/a
SCOPE ON INSTANT RIFLE OR SIMILAR OSJECT, STATE@P-MERESTED CASE '
AT THIS POINT. DEFENSE MOVED FOR DIRECTED VERDICT OF AQUITTAL
FOR DEFENDANT.® MOTION OVERRULED. FIRST DEFENSE VITNESS VAS
MRS. VILLIE MAE PATTERSON. WHO RESIDED NEAR EVERS HOME. STATED .
AFTER HEARING SHOTS*NIGHT- OF NURDER RAN. To\,ﬁ,twm - 18 /S5 7-99 /’i’/;

- ——

SAV JRNEEIN VICTIM FALL AND ABOUT ONE uIMOTE LATER SA THREEg fgg’ 6 1966

PERSONS RUNNING DOWN_STREET. ON CROSS EXAMINATION SHE SAID_NOL et

¢~

SURE OF IDENTIFICATI@N OF PERSONS AND THAT ONE OF THESE PERSONS -
- e . -z
COULD HAVE ‘BEEN WOMAN WEARING SLACKS.

-~
.« !

“ LEE H. COCKRELL TESTIFIED HE OWNED AND- OPERATED LEE/S DRIVE

INN AKA JOE/S DRIVE INN NEAR EVERS HOME. TESTIFIED NIGHT OF - //
WURDER ARRIVED DRIVE IV ASOUT ELEUEN THIRTY P.M. DID NOT SEE !
END OA PAGE QgEJ FEB 11,564 ccn Me. Rosen




PAGE TWO
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VALIANT AUTOMOBILE ON LOT. TESTIFIED COOK TOLD H%!y OF SHOOTING
DID NOT HEAR SHOTS, DID NOT SEE OR HEAR ANY CAR SUBSEQUENTLY LEAVE PARK-
ING LOT OF DRIVE INN. ON CROSS EXAMINATION TESTIFIED ATTENTION ,
DIVERTED BY SOME DRUNKS IN FRONT OF PLACE. HE ADMITTED THAT HE WAS
NOT ALWAYS IN A POSITION TO OBSERVE CAR LEAVING.
DORIS SUMRALL, WAITRESS JOE/S DRIVE INN, NIGHT OF
MURDER TESTIFIED DID NOT SEE OR HEAR AUTO LEAVING PARKING LOT. .
ANCIE LEE HAVEN, WAITRESS JOE/S DRIVE INN, WORKED NIGHT OF
MURDER TILL ELEVEN PM TESTIFIED SHE SAW WHITE OR CREAM COLORED
DODGE PARKED AT BACK OF LOT SAID WAS NOT VALIANT AND NOT

BECKWITHS CAR. DISTRICT ATTORNEY INTRODUCED STATEMENT TAKEN

, FROM HER JANUARY TWO SEVEN LAST BY JACKSON PD WHICH

SHE SAID AUTOMOBILE SHE SAW VAS WHITE DODGE OR PLYMOUTH.

| EOURT 35;}:3551) UNTIL EIGHT THIRTY AM TOMORROV. 2-5-64.
om‘r-sr:COND“‘WORD PAGE ONE F L INE THIRTEEN-VICTIN.
PAGE U0 LINE TVO WORD 'rwm.vs “SHOULD BE SUBSEQUENTLY .
END DND ACK .PLS .
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FBI NEW ORLS

‘2137 PM CST 2-5-64 URGENT NJA
. TO  DIRECTOR ./157-901/ | "

FROM NEW ORLEANS /157-1163/ s P
'BYRON DE LA‘Echw;TH, AKA.3 MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM,

__CRo kMo

/C 2
Rl

RE MORNING "SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL, FEB. FIVE, INSTANT.

7

“ ROY E. ADKINS AND WENDELL STRINGER., EMPLOYEES OF FUNERAL , '

’9}, HOME IN JACKSON, TESTIFIED THEY WERE PART OF LINEUP AT

=
~

/JACKSON PD SUNDAY AFTER BECKWITH®S ARREST. TESTIFIED PERSONS

=/
A

o
Y

IN LINEUP INCLUDING BECKWITH WORE TROUSERS, SHIRTS» AND

E v

TIES, BUT THAT BECKWITH HAD NO BELT OR JEWELRY ON PERSON AND
THAT HE WAS 'WEARING SHIRT MONOGRAMMED QUOTE BDB UNQUOTE.

b

ON CROSS EXAMINATION, ADKINS. ADMITTED HE WAS VERY

74
S &
£E

SIMILAR IN ALL PERSONAL APPEARANCES., WITH BECKWITH AND STATéD

J
DID NOT KNOW WHAT IDENTIFICATION HAD BEEN MADE FROM LINEUR./

ON CROS S EXAMINATION, STRINGER WAS UNABLE TO SPECIFICALLY - mé§:§
RECALL HOW OTHER PERSONS IN LINEUP DRESSED.
END PAGE ONE A
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PAGE TWO

N0 157-1163
MRS. ETHEL MAE MC COY, OPERATOR OF A BAIT STORE ON

- DELTA DRIVE NEAR PITTMAN'S GROCERY STORE IN AREA OF EVERS'
”A‘RESIDENCEa TESTIFIED SHE HEARD A‘SHOT NIGHT OF MURDER, LOOKED
OUT ‘HER WINDOW IN DIRECTION OF PITTMAN'S GROCERY AND JOE*S
DRIVE IN AND DID NOT SEE ANYONE OR ANY CAR LEAVING AREA.

 MRS. MARY BRANCH, SIDON, MISS., DEWHICH IS EIGHT MILES
SOUTH OF GREENWOOD, MISS., TESTIFIED THAT ON NIGHT OF
JUNE NINE» LAST, SHE AND SON WENT TO GREYHOUND BUS STATION
IN GREENWOO D AND AT ABOUT NINE THIRTY PM PARKEDNEAR BUS
STATION. AT THAT TIME SAW A MAN NEAR CAR PARKED ON LOT.
THIS CAR LATER IDENTIFIED AS BECKWITH'S CAR. COULD NOT TELL
WHAT MAN WAS DOING NEAR CAR BUT SAW HIM GO FROM WHITE CAR
TO PICKUP TRUCK PARKED NEARBY; wAS ASKED-IF HE WAS CARRYING
ANYTHING AND SAID SHE COULD NOT TELL. DESCRIBED HIM AS
FORTYFIVE TO FIFTY, HEAVY, TALL, WEARING SUN GLASSES, WITH
WHITE HAT. STATED OBSERVED BECKWITH COME OUT OF GREENWOOD
BUS STATION. '

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

. CHARLES BRANCH» SON OF MARY BRANCH, TESTIFIED THAT HE .
AND MOTHER W ERE AT GREENWOOD BUS STATION AS SET OUT-ABOVE.
SAW CAR ON LOT WHICH HE KNEW TO BE BECKWITH'S. 'SAW A MAN
GETTING IN OR OUT OF BECKWITH'S CAR. 'CHARLES BRANCH THEN
WENT INTO GREYHOUND STATION AND TALKED TO BECKWITH. WAS
NOT ALLOWED TO SAY WHAT BECKWITH AND HE DISCUSSED. BECKWITH
_THEN CAME our OF BUS STATION AND WENT OVER TO SEE THE MAN
WHO HAD BEEN NEAR BECKWITH'S CAR AND WAS THEN AT A PICKUP

TRUCK NEARBY. TESTIFIED ALSO HE SAW SCAR OVER BECKHITH:S

EYE AT THIS TIME. ON CROSS EXAM!NATION STATED HE AND
BECKWITH W ERE GOOD FRIE&DS, THAT HE HAD NOT REPORTED THIS
INFORMATION TO THE POLICE AND THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE
BECKWITH ACOQUITTED.

- FRED CONNER. SIDON» MISS.» EMPLOYED _NIGHTS AT GREYHOUND
BUS STATION, TESTIFIED-HE IS ACQUAINTED WITH BECKWITH AND
SAW BECKWITH AT BUS STATION NIGHT OF ‘JUNE NINE, LAST. SAID
BECKHiTH CAME IN BETWEEN SIX AND SEVEN PM AND STAYED FEW

END PAGE THREE
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~=* MINUTES. § TATED.BECKWITH RETURNED ABOUT EIGHT THIRTY PM SAME
_NIGHT AND STAYED ABOUT ogg HOUR. TESTIFIED HE SAW SCAR OVER
" BECKWITH'S EY E JUNE NINE, LAST. -
CONNER ALSO TESTIFIED THAT ON THE NIGHT OF TUESDAY,
©* JUNE ELEVEN, LAST, HE ATE SUPPER WITH BECKWITH BETUEEN SIX
" AND SEVEN PM AT THE CRYSTAL GRILL CAFE IN GREENWOOD. TESTIFIED
BECKWITH APPEARED NORMAL AND cALM.
C.E. BROOKS, BIRMINGHAM, ALA., WHO IDENTIFIED HIMSELF
AS SELF EMPLOYED INDEPENDENT CONSULANT TO ATTORNEYS IN
FORENSIC SCIENCE MATTERS, TESTIFIED. DEFENSE ATTORNEYS
ATTEMPTED TO GUALIFY HIM AS FINGERPRINT EXPERT. DISTRICT
ATTORNEY EXAMINED HIM VIGOROUSLY ON HIS GUALIFICATIONS AS
FINGERPRINT EXPERT, AND AFTER EXAMINATION JUDGE RULED THAT
BROOKS WAS NOT A QUALIFIED EXPERT ON FINGERPRINTS. DEFENSE
- ATTORNEY THEN ATTEMPTED TO QUALIFY BROOKS AS AN EXPERT TO
SHOW HIS GUALIFICATIONS.TO TESTIFY AS T0 DETERMINING THE
LENGTH OF TIME THAT A LATEN FINGERPRINT HAS EXISTED. AFTER

END PAGE FOUR
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONINGp counr STATED wITNESS wouLD BE ALLOWED
To TESTIFY IN THIS REGARD BUT INSTRUCTED THE JURY THAT ,
WITNESS* CREDITABILITY WILL BE SAME AS ANY OTHER WITNESS.
BRooxs_spst-cong;D;RAqL; TIME DISCUSSING. COMPOSITION OF

' LATENT FINGERPRINTS AND SPENT cons;o;RAéL; TIME DEVELOPING

" FACT THAT COMPOSITION OF FINGERPRINTS WOULD INCLUDE VARIOUS
FOREIGN MATTERSs SUCH AS HAIR.0IL, MARGARINE OR OTHER GREASY
SUBSTANCES « TESTIFIED THAT HE HAS/EXPERiMENTED IN PAST 2 IN
‘EFFORT TO DETERMINE IF AGE OF L@Ttnf FINGERPRINT CAN BE.
DETERMINED AND TEST;FI;D?TEAT WITHOUT KNOWING THﬁ~SUBSTANCE
OF LATENT FINGERPRINT, THEﬁ;.QOULD BE NO MEANS BY WHICH TO DETERMINE
THE LENGTH OF TIME LATENT FINGERPRINT HAD BEEN ON AN OBJECT.
SAID HE WOULD HAVE TO STATE THAT A FINGERPRINT EXPERT WHO
LIFTED LATENT COULD HAVE AN OPINION AS TO THE LENGTH OF TIME

A LATENT FINGERPRINT WAS ON AN, OBJECT.
FOR INFORMATION OF BUREAU.—

END PAGE FIVE :
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2 ‘5 AM CSI“ . 27464 |
A0 .---DIRECTOR :457-901 .- <g;-::gﬁfg;g¢{,gﬁ¢:~;e;a;ﬁ;sgﬁ;;,;a
FROM -.SAC NEV ORLEANS 157-1163 ‘<:) —
D ?wxavaon DE LA BECKUITH kR, HEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM%,Zﬁ étiss Kiimes—
- . RE AFTERNOON SESSION BECKVITH TRIAL TWO THREE SIXTYFOUR. — |
'auﬂxﬂ’rxnszapaxnr EXAMINER GEORGE.GOODREAU TESTIFIED TO THE LATENT
" IDENTIFICATION OF BECKVITH, VAS NOT QUESTIONED ON DIRECT OR CROSS

EXAMINATION AND NO TESTIMONY WAS OFFERED CONCERNING AGE OF LATENTS.

G
HUBBARD R, SPRIGHT, CAB DRIVER JACKSON TESTIFIED ON JUNE SEVE"
LAST WAS PARKED IN FRONT OF TRAILWAYS BUS STATION JACKSON MISSISSIPPI
FOUR PM. INDIVIDUAL HE POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED AS BECKVITH ' \\U
Y

APPROACHED AND ASK HIM IF HE KNEW NEGRO ﬁ%ﬁé&?“ﬁ?&?ﬁ”ﬁizzaﬂ‘{Eﬁ”‘”“
SPRIGHT DID NOT. STATED OBSERVED BECKWITH ENTER BUS STATION THREE NG
SEPERATE OCCASSIONS, CHECK PHONE BOOK, AND EACH TIME CANE OUT X
AND ASKED ABOUT CERTAIN ADDRESSES AND RETURNED TO RECHECK PHONE- ‘§\§
BOOK AFTER BEING TOLD ADDRESSES MENTIONED VERE WHITE NEI GHBORHOODS.
- NAINTAINED u%é POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION UNDER "CROSS EXAMINATION, | \\\ 1§
LEE SUILLEYtipAB DRIVER JACKSON TESTIFIED WAS PRESENT VITH “bw\\ \

-~ .
2

SPRBEHT AT ABOVE TIME. COORBORATED SPRIGHTS TESTOMONY, POSITIVELY 68
IDENTIFIED BECKVITH AND{SAID BECKUITH~COMMENTED RLGARDING EVERS \q

eﬁeii I GOT TO FIND WHEREHE LIVES IN A COUPLE DAYS Hﬂﬁﬂﬂ:E; v
' epat TEwtpPhont: :

W, T. LEE, OFFICE MANAGER JBT TESTIFIED PHONE DIRECTORY IN

USE JUNE SIXTYTHREE'DID NOT CONTAIN LISTING F FOR EVERS AS THIS
U
VAS NON PUBLISHED NUMBER K /5 7 74/ %

*\
CReM

;t\f'"Aii'

END OF PAGE ONE '+
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PAGE ‘Tvo _

- DEWITT UALCOTT, GREENVILLE, ‘M1SS., OPERATOR DELTA'LIQUID PLANT

~ FOOD CO,, BECKWITHS EMPLOYER, TESTIFIED BECKVITH CONSTANTLY

- DROVE COMPANY CAR WHICH WAS A NINETEEN SIXTYONE WHITE PLYMOUTH
VALIENT AND HAD UNRESTRICTED USE OE SAME. 'ON CROSS EXAMINATION

TESTIFIED ON JUNElTEN LAST BECKVITH SHOWED HIM TARGETS WHICH HE

SAID HE SHOT WITH RIFLE. SAID ALSO OBSERVED CUT SCAR OVER BECKWITHS |

RIGHT EYE ON JUNE TEN.
WITH HAD TOLD HIM HIS GUN WAS STOLEN, STATES OBJECTION TO RTHIS

WALCOTT WAS ASKED BY DEFENSE ATTY. IF BECK=

QUESTION SUSTAINED.AND QUESTION NOT ANSWERED.

B.L., PITTMAN, GROCER IN AREA EVERS HOME.TESTIFIED THURSDAY BEFORE
MURDER, A WHITE MAN WEARING DARK GLASSES WAS IN AREA NEAR OF HIS GROCERY
STORE LOOKING AROUND AND HAD VIEW OF EVERS HOUSE FROM THIS SPOT. .
COULD NOT MAKE POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION THAT THIS MAN WAS BECKWITH

-ﬁ;s. B.L. PITTMAN TESTIFIED SAME AS HUSBAND.

COURT RECESSED UNTIL EIGHT THIRTY AM TWO FOUR SIXTYFOUR.
AND—ACTK PLS
VA CORREG?—&TNE—F%FTEEN—PAGE@ONE‘FiRS?—WORB—*SPR&GHT/

PAGE—?UG—&%NE'FOﬁRTEEN‘FTRST

ey’

LINE SEVENTEEN-WORD—SIX—/WHERE/~ .
VORD—MRS- '
END AND ACK PLS
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» ¢ Mr. Beimont___--
. . Mehe

F. Casper . .
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CFBIpWORLS . T T e

45 PM CST URGENT ~ 2-6-64 ~ TdB

TO DIRECTOR /157-501/

'FROM NEW ORLEANS  /157-3163/  1-PAGE

BYRON DE LA ‘BECKVITH, AKA/NEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIN/CR,R 57/74/ ~ // S
U/ AS OF NINE FIFTEEN PM CST FEBRUARY SIX secRuiTH JURY HAD NOT

REACHED A DECISION.JUDGE DIRECTED JURY TO RETIRE F'OR NIGHT T0 RESUME

DELIBERATION MORNING FEBRUARY SEVEN NEXT. ] 4
N MORNI Y X £X-103, _9 FEB o) 1964

END | ___ \
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‘1125 PM CST URGENT  2-5-64 TJB
ﬁzEro;n;Rscij_/;s7f9an/ : 9 VL[ Een
3. FROM NEW ORLEANS 1157-1163/ o —

Miss Gandy____ |
Civil Rights Racial Mkf v —

 BYRON DE LACQZcKwITH.AKA. _MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM,GRyRM. —
“ffgf_ CRE 'AFTERNOON, SESSION 5zcxw17u TRIAL,FEB. FIVE,INSTANT.
N L+B. BAYNARD,BATON ROUGE,LOUISIANA FORMERLY WITH LOUSIANA STATE
POLICE BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION TESTIFIED AS FINGERPRINT EXPERT AND
- SAID NO WAY TO TELL AGE OF LATENT FINGERPRINT.
;37 * JOHN BOOK,GREENWOOD,MISSISSIPPI, JAMES MC COY »SR., AND JAMES

c;f’ MC COY:JB-: GREENWOOD.MISSISSIPPI TESTIFIED THEY SAW SCAR OVER

BECKWITH/S EYE ON JUNE TEN LAST.

B ' —

RO% JONES,OPERATOR NEON SIGN COMPANY AND AUXILIARY POLICE OFFICER

GREENNOOD:MISS.opIESTIFIED HE SAW BECKWITH ELEVEN FORTYFIVE PM JUNE
ELEVEN LAST IN GREENWOOD.

o : < .
LT.HOLLIS CRESSWELL AND PATROLMAN JAMES HOLLY,GREENWOOD,MISS.»
POLICE DEPARTMENT#TESTIFIED THEY” SAW BECKWITH/S WHITE VALANT ONE ZERO

t

FIVE AM JUNE TWELVE LAST . -

BECKWITH TOOK THE STAND:TESTIFIED DID NOT SHOOT EVEBS;CLAIMS WAS

NOT IN JACKSON:DENIED CONVERSATION WITH TAX QRJVERS TESTIFIED
o e 155

SCAR ,OVER EYE SUNDAY PRGCéEgékg MURDER W

T PN LMETL O
RIFLE AND-SCOPE IN EVIDENCE WAS HIS,¥EE3 BUT DTDNOT DERY 1T WAS HIS. _

S A2
[ 'WITH THIRTY OUGHT SIX RICE wITH SCOPE.. BEClS’VR'I'F}-F%OTILgsﬁEVER ADMIT

STATED,THAT AFTER TARGET SHOOTING ON SUNDAY CLEANED GUN AND PUT IT IN

T .TESTIFIED THAT NIGHT OF JUNE TEN LAST DISCOVERE
eden e _ e

"~END PAGE ONE
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P AGE TU O ¥ :;;;” sm s et “:;w: e
‘I>MISSINGoCLAIMS NO KNOWLEDGE AS TO HHAT HAPPENED T0 GUN. WHEN QUESTION'
E 1;.ED AS TO COMMENT QUOTQJLO COMMENT'LN@ﬁUTE TO FBI AGENTS NHEN ORIGINALL
APPROACHED HE SAID "AS DOING THIS BECAUSE PRIOR TO THIS TIME LE FLORE
COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION HAD PUBLISHED AN ARTICLE INFORMING CITIZENS THA
THEY WERE NOT UNDER LEGAL OBLIGATION TO ANSWER QUESTIONS BY FBI AGENTS
IN CIVIL RIGHTS MATTERSf ARTICLE IN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHED GREENWOOD.MISS
AUGUST SEVEN,NINETEEN SIXTY TO THIS EFFECT INTRODUCED IN EVIDENCE.CLAL

| SUBSEQUENT NO COMMENT ANSWERS TO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFF ICERS WERE. MADE ON
SR

l INSTRUCTIONS FROM HI1S ATTORNEY.
" - INTRODWCED
ON CROSS EXAMINATIONALETTER NRITTEN BY BECKWITH TO NATIONAL RIFLE
ASSOCIATION JANUARY TWENTYSIX:SIXTYTHREE IN WHICH BECKHITH REQUESTED
INFORMATION REGARDING SETTING UP RIFLE RANGE AND IN WHICH LETTER HE
STATED WE IN MISSISSIPPI ARE GOING T0 HAVE TO DO A LOT OF SHOOTING TO
T PROTECT OURSELVES FROM BAD NEGROES- ALSO INTRODUCED LETTER FROM
BECKWITH TO FIELD AND g%&azngAGAZINE IN JANUARY SIXTYFOUR.IN WHICH
BECKWITH PROPOSED TO WRITE AN ARTICLE REGARDING VARMENT HUNTING AT
NIGHT IN THE SUMMER TIME IN THE SOUTH:ALSO INTRODUCED LETTER IN WHICH

Y24
BECKHITH STATES IS WRITING A BOOK INTITLED @HO?E MY ASS.YOUR GOAT AND

{
THE REPUBLIC UN@UUTE;EXPLAINED BOOK DELT WITH STATES RIGHTS AND
INTERGRATION-

- . Do He.. .HAW KINS:INDIANOLA:MISSISSIPPI TtSTIFIED THAT ON MORNING JUN

ELEVEN SIXTYTHREE SAW BRUSE OVER BECKNITHIS RIGHT EYE-

END PAGE TWO




A
1.
ina

(

-PAGE —THREE %»-‘2-"4?:"‘ oot -..J; PN S B S L

Fomrn RELIIRSRR s et > a e my -, PN e pA—— ,.,...,.,» ,...,...,....L.\.._;...... PPt

s
s
vl
T
&
>
~odpo-
2
LA
o 3
4
>

“ DEFENSE . RESTED AT THIS POINT. STATE CALLED DETECTIVE SGT. 0+M+ LUKE
* JACKSON PD AS REBUTTAL WITNESS.LUKE TESTIFIED THAT HE'INTERVIEWED f
'ANCEY LEE HAVEN JUNE TWELVE,LAST WHO TOLD HIM THEN SHE HAD SEEN HHITE
VAJANT WITH LONG RADIO. AERIAL PARKED IN LOT AT JOE/S DRIVE INN NIGHT
' OF JUNE ELVEN. HAVEN HAD TESTIFIED AS DEFENSE WITNESS THAT SHE HAD NOT
SEEN WHITE' VAdANT BUT THAT CAR WAS A DODGE.
- STATE RESTED.COURT ADJORNED UNTIL NINE AM FEB.SIX WHEN WRITTEN
-~ INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE GIVEN JURY AND CLOSING ARGUEMENTS WILL BE HEARD.
T Enp o |
WA———CORRECT 10N-PAGE~TWO- PARA~— TWO»L INE"ONE" INSERT WORD: INTRODUCED
“T“l?fﬁﬁ—uaﬁﬁ~tiﬁlﬁlNATIONﬁSO-JT‘NILLAREAD-ONécROSSwEXAMgNATION‘INTRODUCE[

END,
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FBI NEW ORLS | | m‘ﬂﬁ £ Miss Holraes —
/ - : - _ al Miss Gandy—
510 PM CSP URGENT ~2-6-64 LH ' S
| TO " DRAECTOR ' 157-901
FRON

EV ORLEANS 157- 1165 3= P
¢lso known a8 ' Civil B "' ftacte! Matters
| BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, A7 MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM/ R, -his :
RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL, FEBRUARY SIX INSTANT.
~ ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY JOHN FOX OPENED ARGUMENT |
FOR STATE. STARTED WITH REFERENCE TO NEWSPAPER ARTICLE | 1/<:j

WRITTEN BY BECKWITH EIGHT YEARS AGO IN WHICH HE SAID

7" : . 7/
QUSTE 1 BELIEVE IN SEGREGATION LIKE I BELIEVE IN GOD uhNRUOTEF
AND THEN WENT FORWARD CHRONOLOGICALLY, BRINGING IN ALL . g
FACETS OF INVESTIGATION TYING BECKUITH TO MURDER, CONCLUDED

-

His REMARKS BY STATING QUOFE BECKWIIqags A FANATIC, A

PURE AND ;SIMPLE Inauotes - ek {/ ;;7 :9aZa/,
¥ DEFENSE ATTORNEY HARDY LOTT ARGUED NEXT. LOTT SPENT é{3 /

S — — ———
CONSIDERABLE TIME ON THE TESTIMONY OF THE THREE ALIBI
14 FEB 10 194
WITNESSES, ANDJP‘IRSUED QUESTION OF REASONABLE DOUBT. HE '

" REVIEWED"STATE-S CASE. ATTEMPTING TO SHOU_ WEAKNESSES.

. GE——

’ STANNY SANDERS, DEFENSE ATTORNEY, ARGUED NEXT. HE Slj" N.‘I’ .
- . .‘ ." L . e ‘-\\




~PAGE VO - B e e 0T b e
;MOST OF ARGUMENT TRYING TO SHOW THAT A REASONABLE PERSON .
._WOULD NOT HAVE DONE UHAT BECKWITH IS ALLEGED TO HAVE DONE
IN CONNECTION VITH THE MURDER, THAT IS , SUCH THINGS
AS PUBLICLY EXAMINING SCENE PRIOR TO SHOOTING, PUBLICLY
MAKING INQUIRY AS TO WHERE EVERS LIVED, AND THE LIKE. :
- OF INTEREST TO THE BUREAU IS COMMENT MADE BY SANDERS
IN ARGUMENT TO THE EFFECT THAT STATE DID NOT USE AN FBI
EXPERT TO BACK UP CAPTAIN RALPH HARGROVES TESTIIONY CONCERNING
THE AGE OF A LATENT PRINT. DWELLED ON FACT NO EYE VITNESSES

TO SHOOTING. REITERATED TESTIMONY OF ALIBI WITNESSES
S

AND SAID THE DEFENSE HAD MET THE BURDEN OF PROBF REQUIRED

OF THE STATE. SANDERS LAST COMMENT TO JURY VAS GHETE

/% po NOT BELIEVE THIS JURY VANTS TO RETURN A VERDICT

MERELY TO SATISFY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

AND THE NATIONAL PRESS BHQUGZE.
DISTRICT ATTORNEY WILLIAM WALLER LISTED THE FOLLOVWING

t

POINTS WHICH HE SAID TIED BECKWITH TO THE MURDERIGOLON
MOTIVE, PLANNING, ABILITY AND CAPACITY, TELESCOPIC

SIGHT, WEAPON, SCAR, FINGERPRINT, CAR, BECKWITH-S PRESENCE

IN JACKSON, BECKVITH-S SILENCE COUPLED VITH HIS ACTIVITIES
X |
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- _PAGE THREE - | )

SINCE ﬂIS}QBREST. VALLER REVIEVED THE DEFENSE WITNESSES
ONE BY.ONE, POINTING OUT DISCREPANCIES AND VWEAKNESSES IN
THEIR TESTINONIES. HE SUMMED UP THE EVIDENCE PRESENTED BY
THE,Sf;TE;AND ATTACKED THE STOLEN GUN DEFENSE. HE TOLD

JURORS THERE MAY HAVE BEEN VARIOUS REASONS WHY ALIBI WITNESSES

MIGHT HAVE TESTIFIED EITHER MISTAKENLY OR DELIBFRATELY FALSE
AND THAT JURORS SHOULD DECIbE THEMSELVES AS TO WHAT WITNESSES
TOLD THE TRUTH. HE DESCRIBED THE MURDER AS A COLD BLOODED
KILLING. : - -

T THE JURY HETIRED AT TVELVE THIRTYONE PH_, FEBRUARY SIX
INSTANT FOR DELIBERATION, .. . ' i
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. FBI'NEW ORLS

b

{'-_4-32.PM CST URGENT. 2-7-64 DAQ

SRS - REFERENCE NEW ORLEANS TELCALL TO BUREAU TODAY.

-

. FEBRUARY SEVEN.
. ASKED.IF JURY HAD BEEN HEARD FROM. WHEN ADVISED IN THE

. NEGATIVE, HE RECESSED »
EGATIVE, HE RE .

o /. Q-

_CALLED FOR THE JURY- HE ASKED EACH INDIVI1DUAL JUROR IF,

AT ELEVEN TWENTY SEVEN AM THE JUDGE TOOK BENCH AGAIN AND

4 ¥r. Telson_____

" Mr. Belmonty _,
{ Mr. Mohr______

7 ‘964 Mr. Casper__
FEB Mr. _Cnllahnn
E! |E' ‘ e ot i — e - f Mr. Conrad_—l
PE - o . Mr, DeLoach.
o . ' . ] Mr, Evan
- - -+ = | Mr. Gale
R 3 J;Q_ur,‘m :
TR A AR R RS T, M Sullivan

Mr. Trotter.
Tele. Room ______
Misg Hobmesg
Miss Gandy.—__

. ".'.¢ T0.DIRECTOR 157-901 . - i :
‘t~;d€',”?"§ﬂ,?i27ANs 157-1163 2P L :
- Z/BYRON DE LA”BECKWITH, ‘AKA» MEDGAR EVERS DASH VI IM.'cR.~RM.>“

BECKWITH JURY RESUMED DELIBERATION SEVEN FORTY AM, GST,
AT NINE AM JUDGE TOOK BENCH MOMENTARILY.AND

IN

4 ! END PAGE

<15V35

Cc‘” FEB 10 1954 2

Mr, Tavel ______
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. PAGE Two B e )
: THEIR OPINION, THERE WAS ANY CHANCE OF REACHING A VERDICT: ALL JURORS

._ANSNERED IN THEIR OPINION wOULD BE UNABLE TO REACH VERDICT. ,5~~4107>

"AT ELEVEN THIRTY THREE AM JUDGE DECLARED A MISTRIAL AND |
REMANDED ngkﬁiru TO,THE CUSTODY OF THE HINDS COUNTY su;a;gsfs_

OFFICE. -

END. AND ACK PLS ' | ) | o

WA RL -

L— i '-«.—-4

FBL WASH DC

. - ——




S N /.I'/

. L C ...+ Callahan .
C e—— e M- —— e e e e ———
) : ; : md
"% .o oach

[/ ' ~ Evans

Sull
Tavel
Trotter

-— Tele. Room
Holmes ________
Gandy

sl

(

UPl-g4
(BECKWITH)

JACKSON, MISS,--AN ALL-WHITE JURY wAS UNABLE TO AGREE ON A VERDIC}

\IN TEE BYRON DE LA BECKWIRTH MURDER TRIAL _TODAY AND A MISTRIAL WAS.
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" “To Begin

P —

o C)Q.g ’fBeckWif’Z)

{JACKSON,” Miss (UPI) —By-
on De La Beckwith, a dapper

" 2ember of a long - prominent
. fississippi Delta family, goes

a trial Monday in the sniper
laying of & Negro civil rights
sader.

Beckwith, 42, is charged with
turder in the ambush slaying
! Medgar Evers who was sho!
. the back June 12. :
Stringent security measures
Il be in effect throughout the
{al, which is attracting high
iterest among both the white
nd Negro communities.

The prosecution is seeking the| -

Today |-

woo.

olr.

of & jury is Jikely o consume .-
most of the first week. Jurors - -
are to be picked from a 200-
man venire which includes 8
few Negroes. o

Charles Evers, who succeede f

is slain brother as state fieh
secretary for the National As
sociation for the Advancement.
of Colored People (NAACP),
predicted that failure to obtain
a conviction in the case would

tween Negro and white extrem-
ists here. Lol

™ B

result in “‘open warfare” be] ) ':;' * ‘

death penalty. Presiding over -0 Ty T
the court will be Circuit Judge - R
Leon F. Hendrick, 69, who in ) - C e
10 years on the bench has gar- _ : oA ER
ered 8 repuation for his im- L . L
artiality. : e A
- Everyone admitted to the sec- o . ’ ’ Lo
* - nd floor courlroom in thel|
linds County Courthouse will
e searched for weapons. The ] : R “ .
: rowd size will be limited to N T
- . e 2e sealing capacity, which is] ... - - B
. bout 400. Law enforcement of-] - - .
- cers will be posted throughout . . o IR
' 1e courthouse area. S : Tl =
“We don’t want another Dal-
. 15,” said one officer,. referring o Cotre
- ) 1 the slaying of President Ken- ) T T T
.. edy's accused assassin. e e i e . -
. : Evers, 37, was killed as he o
) S ~ = tepped from his automobile in
- - he driveway of his Jackson
tome. The shot was fired from
3 vacant lot where police later]
found a high-powered rifle be-| - O
lieved to have been the murder| - .y~ -°« _..» | o
. : . . weapon. A fingerprint lifted Telhe e ot e T e
. - yfrom the rifle has been identi- . - . o T
! . fied by a police expert as Beck- T AR -7 : S
e with's. . _ : oo e
I : : Beckwith, a descendant of! . . e .
T .- |Confederate President Jefferson i SRR .
e - R Davis, was & fertilizer sales- . :
PO ‘ _ man at Greenwood and was - ) ST ’ . e
St : " {well-known for his anti-integra- . : o
: . |tion views. . - ) . .
Following his arrest June 22 S
some leading citizens of Green- »
yWood established a *“White Citi- . ' .
sens Legal Fund” to pay for Sl _ . NS
defending him. At last repart, . : . :
they had received about $8,000 . : . v
}in donations. : . -
The trial is expected to run
- 0;, @bout hww «=-t “elanbing

RN T
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FBI NEW ORLS S 2
| (%) - e
633PMCS URGENT 4-6-64 TM = A
.. . . ) 2 n
TO  /DIRECTOR /157-901/ ,sz A
FROM *NEW ORLEANS /157-1163/ 1P Lae

BYRON DE LA BECKHITH. AKA MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM. CR.I RM- '

BECKWITH TRIAL COMMENCED TODAY IN HINDS COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT:

JACKSON: MlSSo AS OF FIVE PoMo TODAY NO JURORS HAD BEEN ACCEPTED

- VERY FEW SPECTATORS IN ATTENDENCE.

i

{
- BUREAU wxu_ BE ngT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. !
. END -
2 _ - g
WA RL ‘ . |
[} ‘ —

FBI WASH DC )5 TG/ 47
8 APR ~ 964
N
EX 104 ~
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o COMMUNICATIONS SECTIO"J f)& Mr. Mohr
o ‘ 7 Mr. Carper.
T e e e S APRY 4964 i e -~ - § Mr, Calinhan._-_§ --
g. : - o o e T - . .. ... §Mr. Conrag__-
. Mr. DeLo
- CTELETYPE T fwiadaa—
= . . - . . Mr. Gale
X f e S . :Ji‘z::"";::f-;. e ‘;.,A -.. G e ST 7E7 -~ Mr. Rosen
x . . : o ' o Mr. Sulliva
) Mr, Tavel _____
) Mr., T:otber
T : : . B _ g‘(ele. I%oom___,
158 Holmes____
FBI VASH DC | — | Miss Gangy.—
e - —
.FB1 NEW ORLS ,
) )534PMCST URGENT 4-7-64 TM ;":a :
T0  DIRECTOR /157-901/ SR
. ™ ) v\ v
FROM NEW ORLEANS /157=1 ! 6%? ";,'. 0\“\}'} ‘b\ m\\ets
BYRON DE LA %ECKWITH, AKA MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM. %} '\
AS OF FIYE P.M. TODAY FIVE JURORS HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED BY STATE -
AND DEFENSE. | (_‘,/
BUREAU VILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS,
END '
¥A RL “s
FBI VASH DC & - 8

P <;)~\”‘f REC 30 /57’ g0/ 44
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g0 APR & 1364
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- L X N fean L.
: Vi . - GAT g 19 . llsrl"w e
: Y \(\ : m%‘;?z“r‘rlngﬁrw?u@m- —— e Ttz
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FBI WASH DC - .;.TE.L_T IYPE R Frup o7
: Mr. Rcsen _

T T e ORI S ST T L <A Mr.. Suttivand_o f s
‘ : My Pt L
FBI NEV ORLS e

8 33 PM CST URGENT -4/8/64 WFMN
TODIRECTOR ~/157-901/
FRoM NEW ORLEANS

157-1163

RE BECKWITH TRIAL.

ACCEPTED BY THE STATE AND DEFENSE,
END

BYRONLQE LA BECKUITH AKA; MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM. CR,

Rm;

AS OF FIVE THIRTY PM TODAY A TOTAL OF TEN JURORS HAVE BEEN

Tele. Room—_..
‘ Mg Haimes— .
; Miss Gandy—.

0s g, 5[
FBI WASH DC ‘w ey 157 ? 76/ 4
THX, DI sC : ” J 3? l 12 APR 9 1964
' ./?]J tn 57 ‘
,’L‘r,i 1)
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8-10 PN ' UR@ENT 4-9-64 -OLP S
TO RecTor ( A5™7— 77 |
FROM” NEV QRLEANS (157-1163)

BYRONé |

E LA BECKVITH, MEDGAR EVERS = VICTIM CR=RM. — e

,JU%F SELECTION OF ALTERNATE JUROR COMPLETED THIb AFTERNOON AND .
TESTIMONY COMMENCED. : o S o - % o

)
o

CAPT. BENNIE D. HARRELL, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED TO RECEIVING o

PHONE CALL RE SHOOTING TWELVE FORTY FIVE AM, JUNE TWELVE SIXTYTHREE. Y
" MRS. MEDGAR EVERS TESTIFIED AS TO HEARING SHOT WHEN HUSBﬁND ARRIVED'

HOME AND OF FINDING HIM LYING NEAR DOOR. 3
HOUSTON WELLS, EVERS NEIGHBdR, TESTIFIED AS TO HEARING <2L
GUNSHOT, FINDING EVERS AND TRANSPORTING HIM TO HOSPITAL. JOE ALFORD,
PATROLMAN, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED AS TO BEING FIRST OFFICER ON SCENE AND
ESCOURTING EVERS TO HOSPITAL. _
- DR. FORREST G. BRATLEY, M. D.,PATHOLOGIST, TESTIFIED AS TO POST
~=MORTEM EXAMINATION OF EVERS AND THAT EVERS DEATH CAUSED By
HEMORRHAGING DUE TO BULLET WOUND.
DETECTIVE SGT. JOHN CHAMBLEE, JACKSON, PD, TESTIFIED TO CRIME SCENE
INVESTIGATION AND INTRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHS OF SCENE. '
COURT RECESSED UNTIL TbMORROW MORNING WITH CHAMBLEE STILL ON

-~
STAND ON DIRECT EXAMINATION. 3 S 4__/* H5 0
END- - .. - ﬂgg'
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BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA., MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM,
CR, RNM,

—

RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY.
DET., SGT. JOHN CHAMBLEE CONCLUDED HIS TESTIMONY RE CRIME
SCENE INVESTIGATION.

JOE PARKER, CIVIL ENGINEER, INTRODUCED PLAT SHOUING
ELEVATIONS AND PERTINENT DISTANCES IN AREA OF EVERS HOME,

DET. SGT. FRED SANDERS, JR., JACKSON POLICE DEPARTMENT,
TESTIFIED AS TO CRIME SCENE INVESTIGATION AND LOCATING MURDER
BULLET. ees - -

MISS BETTY COLEY WHO RESIDED IN AREA EVERS HOME TESTIFIED

SHE AND KENNETH ADCOCK WERE WALKING TOGETHER IN VICINITY EVERS
HOME ABOUT TWELVE THIRTY A+M., JUNE TWELVE, ESIXTYTHREE, WHEN
HEAR LOUD SHOT CLOSE BY AND HEARD PERSON RUNNING AWAY FROM
@SCENE, KENNETH ADCOCK TESTIFIED WAS WITH MISS COLEY AND

END PAGE ONE . " %@,\‘l /\é’// 4//,. 45/
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PAGE TWO

"HEARD SHOT AND HEARD SOMEONE RUNNING FROM SCENE.

" DET. SGT. O.M, LUKE, JACKSON POLICE DEPARTMENT, TESTIFIED
AS TO LOCATING RIFLE IN BUSHES CLOSE TO PARKING LOT OF JOE/S
DRIVE IN NEAR EVERS HOME.. |
EN
CORREGTION-PAGE—ONE-LINE--SIX-~LAST—WORD-SHOULD™ BE-*SHOWING"
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FBI NEW ORLS

Miss Holmes ...
_§ Miss Gandy.

4-03 " PMACST URGENT 4-11-64  KLD
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/ROM NEW ORLEANS /157-1163/

; ‘.j \ BYRON DE LA BECKUITH, MEDGKQ:QVARS DASH VICTIM, CR; RM.

A

| ~ RE BECKWITH TRIAH TODAY, CAPT. RALPH HARGROVE, IDENTIFICATION
: .
¢t OFFICER, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED AS TO LOCATING LATENT FINGERPRINT

ON SCOPE OF INSTANT RIFLE AND SUBSEQUENTLY DETERMINING THAT IT

VAS THAT OF THE RIGHT INDEX FINGER OF BECKWITH, TESTIFIED THAT

IN HIS OPINION LATENT WAS NOT OVER TWELVE HOURS OLD, ' ;{/L/ﬁ
FINGERPRINT EXAMINER GEORGE GOODREAU, IDENTIFICATION /

DIVISION, TESTIFIED AS TO HIS LATENT FINGERPRINT EXAMINATION.

VAS NOT ASKED BY EITHER STATE 0O DEFENSE 5§;go AGE OF LATENT,

COURT ADJOURNED TWO THIRTY PM UNTIL NINE AM APR. THIRTEEN g;
NEXT.

,ceaﬂ—tw&e—#m-s—sxeuw-smr@&‘mnmnwoav-snomm DBE KKXX
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BYRON DE LA BECKVITH, pA; MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM,6H}RM7 -
e :<
FOLLOWING DEFENSE WITNESSES TESTIFIED THIS AFTERNODN: =z, .

WENDELL SOWELL,DIRECTOR CRIME LAB,FORT WORTH, TEXAS ?9171;57:‘3£RAR1-7
MENT AND LOUIS C.BAYNARD. PRIVATE DOCUMENT EXAMINER AND FORM};RLx,_‘ '.’":
IDENTIFICATION OFFICER FOR LOUISIANA STATE POLICE TESTIFIED IMPO’SSIBLE B
TO DETERMINE AGE OF LATENT FINGERPRINT. | |

E.H. HAWKIN_S_,GREENWOOD,MISS., TESTIFIED SAV SCAR OVER BECKWITH/S
EYE SUNDAY PRIOR TO MURDER.

SAW SCAR OVER BECKWITH/S EYE MONDAY PRIOR 10 MEURDER, o 5
DEVITT WALCOTT,JR., BEKCVITH/S EMPLOYER [TESTJEIED THAT BECKWIT

HAD SHOWN HIM TELESCOPE SIGHT AND WAS NoT SECRETIVE "ABOUT HAVING SIGHT.
JAMES JONES,WONER NEON SIGN SHOP, GREEJHOQD , 1SS iy ARSTIFIED Sav

BECKVITH WITH VALIANT AUTOMOBILE IN GREENWOOD,MISS., AT ELEVEN FORTY=:

FIVE P.M. ON JUNE ELEVEN,SIXTYTHREE. 157~ Ge / [/é(/‘

END PAGE ONE - RS FEC 10 |
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- JAMES MC COY,SR., AND JAMES MC.COY,JR., GREENVILLE,MISS, ,TESTIFIE_D

ey - V ..;;,...o A i N, LI L L .4
S A S R T R T "

G AL S T .l .. _—
" o, . . e T
s i ' s ke N N e, e, gt e
. - 5 RERBER AR, I Y S o
T R e S S st B
‘.\.. e, PN L_,.r- .~_‘~.\.~“-'_-. -, -J.’-.-. _r_h.‘"..:_ T ey ’: - 37 A ~F ! TR e 5




L g

.« !." < g . : . PO C e i
R . e i§~ o
- " ’

PAGE TWO ‘
. HbLLIS CRESWELL AND JAMES HOLLEY,GRESNWOOD POLICE DEPARTMENT
OFFICERS TESTIFIED THEY SAW BECKVITH AT GREENWOOD AT ONE ZERO FIVE
A.M. JUNE TWELVE SIXTYTHREE. . .
'FRED BEARD,MANAGER WLBT=-TV TESTIFIED MEDGAR EVERS SPOKE OVER
THAT STATION MAY TVENTY,SIXTYTHREE,THAT DURING AND AFTER EVER/S
APPEARANCE THE STATION RECEIVED .NUMEROUS TELEPHONE CALLS.BEARD HEARD

ABOUT FORTY OF THESE CALLS HIMSELF.SOME CALLS CONTAINED THREATS

T0 DO BODILY HARMS TO EVERS “

DEFENSE RESTED.

STATE VILL PUT ON SOME REBUTTAL WITNESSES TOMORROW MORNING AND A
CASE UILL GO TO THE JURY TOMORROW,
END
WA NHH
FBI WASH DC
CLR

r;"j:':"-*« B TS L % ,,f... 2 e retd “.»:" ——_— 2T = “;'_" .

= -V-‘}')"""“' at w‘ "il‘..‘ i -/% o~ -~ \’A\‘{"‘
>, :“_‘-'x,c-—"-;h,,‘«#‘ew_ NR‘;-@*M“R,." ‘%W "'“t*.,t;p ""’k- ﬁ(;;:b w %\
I LI ‘.»\»(\_\b /’J“"“tb"‘/-"""-. % ___~

Cunderad




§ o _E o s * | (o P
o OC T e A
\‘w- i COMMONGATONS Std
e . APR13 1964 , L
T | A
| TELETYPE S e

. " i
. . s
L :
. ( s '
B : Ty

3-55 PM- CST URGENT 4-13-64 LK

roOim:cron 157-901
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ALSO LNQ“N AS ! '.' ",; ~

it mens BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA., MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM,
CR, ancmmf. 55 ‘

RE MQBNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY.

",u:; Fo3 SWILLEY, FORMER CAB DRIVER, TESTIFIED HE SAW
BECKWITH de\n: EIGHT, LAST, AT TRAILWAYS BUS TERMINAL, JACKSON,
MISS., BETWEEN THREE AND FOUR PM, AND THAT BECKWITH INQUIRED
OF HIM AND ANOTHER CAB DRIVER WHERE NAACP LEADER EVERS LIVED, ‘ ‘
WHEN SWILLEY UNABLE TO FURNISH THIS 'INFO, BECKWITH CHECKED
PHONE BOOK IN TRAILWAYS TERMINAL, AND ON THREE SEPARATE
PCCASIONS CAME OUT TO ASK WHETHER CERTAIN ADDRESSES MIGHT BE
THAT OF,,E:VERS, BUT ON ALL OOOASIOO% ﬁ‘lzDRESSES Bzc} TH HAQ? vy 'q 6 /
VERE IN- vnmz NEIGHBORHOOD, TES}}\P’IEIS HE IDENTIFIED BECKWITH
IN LINEYP. AT PD HEADQUARTERS AFTER BECKWITH-S ARREST, . 1964

ROBERT JOHN PITTMAN, AGE ssvsnn:w, wnosz FATHER OPERATES __
PITTMAN/&GROCERY 1’N Jrcmx'nr-tvznsh(ons, TESTIFIED THAT 0N,
- SATURDAY msur BEFORE zvs&s KILLING, HE SAW SIXTYTWO WHITE VALIANT R

AUTO PARKED N MORTH smz OF PITTMAN/S GROCERY, AND VARIANT FAD

68 A! i rR | DR | F-(‘)-F‘I’;H!'E D:ZCTOR /ﬂ '”

<1 yng




PAGE TWO |
MASONIC EMBLEM HANGING FROM REAR VIEVW MIRROR. STATED oN NIGHT OF
KILLING, AT ABOUT TEN THIRTY PM, SAW A WHITE VALIANT CIRCLING STREET
IN AREA. TESTIFIED WAS AVAKENED BY SHOT AND SUBSEQUENTLY
WENT TO EVERS HOME BUT SAW NO ONE IN VICINITY WHO WOULD BE
TIED IN WITH SHOOTING. |

MRSe P L. PITTMAN, VIFE OF OVNER PITTMAN/S GROCERY,
TESTIFIED THAT ON THURSDAY BEFORE MURDER A MAN DRIVING LIGHT
COLORED SMALL CAR PARKED IN PARKING LOT AND WALKED AROUND IN
BACK OF THIS LOT. THIS MAN WAS WEARING SUN GLASSES AND WHITE
SHOES. UNABLE TO IDENTIFY BECKWITHAS THIS INDIVIDUAL AND
TESTIFIED UNABLE TO IDENTIFY BECKVITH AT PD LINEUP.

RONNIE MARK ACEY, AGE SIXTEEN, TESTIFIED VAS WITH
ROBERT PITTMAN NIGHT OF JUNE EIGHT, LAST, AND Sav SIXTYTWO
WHITE VALIANT WITH MASONIC EMBLEM PARKED ALONGSIDE PITTMAN/S
GROCERY. |

RONALD JONES, AGE SIXTEEN, TESTIFIED WAS WITH ROBERT
PITIMAN NIGHT .OF MURDER, TESTIFIED SAW WHITE YALIANT VITH
LONG ANTENNA TRAVELING ON LELTA DRIVE NEAR PITTMAN/S GROCERY.
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PAGE THREE B |

TESTIFIED HE THOUGHT HE SAW SAME CAR GENERAL AREA THE _
SATURDAY BEFORE.

HERBERT SPEIGHT, CAB DRIVER, TESTIFIED ON JUNE EIGHT,
LAST, WHILE PARKED IN FRONT OF TRAILVAYS BUS TERMINAL VAS
APPROACHED BY INDIVIDUAL ASKING IF HE KNEW VHERE EVANS PAREN
NOT EVERS PAREN, THE QUOTE NAACP NEGRO UNQUOTE, LIVED., WHEN
SPEIGHT COULD NOT FURNISH THIS INFO, THIS INDIVIDUAL WENT
INTO THE TRAILWAYS BUS TERMINAL, CHECKED PHONE BOOK, AND ON
THREE OCCASIONS CAME BACK TO CAB WITH DIFFERENT ADDRESSES
ASKING IF THAT MIGHT BE WHERE EVANS LIVED. ALL ADDRESSES
WERE IN WHITE NEIGHBORHOOD, WHEN ASKED BY DA VALLER IF THIS
MAN WAS IDENTICAL VITH BECKVITH, SPEIGHT REPLIED THE MAN
RESEMBLES BECKVITH, AND QUOTE IF IT VASN/T SBECKWITH, IT WAS
HIS TVIN BROTHER UNQUOTE AND QUOTE .WOULDN/T SWEAR TO IT BUT
BELIEVE IT WAS HIM UNQUOTE. THIS WITNESS HAD PREVIOUSLY
TESTIFIED AT FIRST BECKWITH TRIAL THAT INDIVIDUAL WHO
APPROACHED HIM AT TRAILWAYS TERMINAL WAS POSITIVELY IDENTICAL
VITH BECKVITH. ON FURTHER QUESTIONING BY VALLER TODAY, SPEIGHT
SAID HE HAD BEEN THREATENED SINCE LAST TRIAL BUT. GAVE NO OTHER

7,




¥ R’qﬂ
J
e
d»
®
9

NO 157-1163

PAGE FOUR

DETAILS CONCERNING THREATS. ASSISTANT DA JOHN FOX, 111,
SUBSEQUENTLY ADVISED THAT SPEIGHTS TOLD HIM HE HAD BEEN BEATEN
UP AS A RESULT OF TESTIMONY NE PREVIOUSLY GAVE. UPON FURTHER
QUESTIONING BY WALLER TODAY, SPEIGHT AGAIN REITERATED THAT
THIS INDIVIDUAL AT TRAILWAYS TERMINAL VAS IDENTICAL WITH
BECKWITH, |

JOHN BOOK, GREENVILLE, MISS., VHO VORKED AS SALESMAN
nzrn BECKWITH AT DELTA LIQUID PLANT FOOD CoO., GREENWOOK,
MISS., FURNISHED DESCRIPTION OF SIXTYTWQ VALIANT, A COMPANY
CAR, OPERATED BY BECKVITH , AND IDENTIFIED PHOTO OF SAME.
TESTIFIED HE WORKED WITH BECKWITH JUNE TEN, LAST, AND saw
SMALL SEMICIRCULAR SCAR OVER BECKWITH/S EYE THAT DAY. ASKED
BECKWTIH IN JOKING MANNER IF WIFE HAD HIT HIM AND BECKWITH
QUOTE "BRUSHED IT OFF AND DID NOT SAY ANYTHING UNQUOTE,

PAGE TWO LAST LINE WORD FIVE SHOULD BE DELTA
END
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BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA, MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM. CR. RM
__~RE AFTERNOON SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY. //4/ /) ‘ “i;%“
MRS. A.VW. BRANCH AND HER SON, CHARLES BRANCH, SIDON, MISS., f'bjAA

TESTIFIED THAT ON NIGHT SUNDAY JUNE NINE LAST SAW INPIVIDUAL GETTING

IN OR OUT OF BECKWITH/S VALIENT AUTOMOBILE WHILE IT VAS PARKED ON
LOT AJACENT TO GREYHOUND BUS STATION, GREENWOOD, MISS. CHARLES
BRANCH TESTIFIED TOLD BECKWITH, WHO WAS IN BUS STATION, ABOUT
THIS AND BECKVITH CAME OUTSIDE AND TALKED TO THIS INDIVIDUAL.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS TESTIMONY NOT FULLY DEVELOPED, HOWEVER
DURING‘LAST TRIAL THESE WITNESSES TESTIFIED THEY THOUGHT INDIVIDUAL y
MAY HAVE TAKEN SOMETHING FROM BECKWITH/S CAR /POSSIBLY BECKWITH/S % ' \
RIFLE/. THIS WAS NOT BROUGHT OUT IN TODAYS TESTIMONY. . ‘? S |

: FRED CONNER, GREENWOOD, MISS., ‘BUS STATION EMPLOYEE, TESTIFIED

HE ATE SUPPER WITH BECKWITH AT GREENWOOD CAFE BETWEEN SIX AND SEVEN

P.M. JUNE ELEVEN LAST. REC 10 1S 7 0 — L/ b 2

BECKWITH TOOK STAND DENIED SHOOTING EVERS. DENIED BEING IN
JACKSON SATURDAY PRECEEDING MURDER. DENIED CONVERSATION WITH TWO
CAB DRIVERS AT.TRAILWAYS BUS STATION THAT DAY. DENIES WAS IN JACKSON
NIGHT JUNE ELEVEN, MORNING JUNE TWELVE. CLAIMS WAS_IN SREENYOOD
DURING THAT TIME. “ o APR 16 1964

COURT ADJOURNED UNTIL NINE A.M. TOMORROW WHEN CROSS EXAMINATIO
OF BECKVITH WILL CONTINUE. |

END VA MTC . o pOR O ‘%h. //'7/
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/10 DIRECTOR /157-901/
FROM NEW ORLEANS /151-1163/ 3 P BV MO sacy
BYRON DE LA BECKVITH, AKA NEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, CR, RM.
RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY,

DEFENSE WITNESSES AS FOLLOVS:

JOHN TURNER, OWNER, CLUB KATHRYN, LOCATED VICINITY
EVERS RESIDENCE TESTIFIED THAT HE WAS ARRESTED BY POLICE
FOR SELLING BEER AFTER HOURS TWELVE TEN AM, JUNE TWELVE,
LAST. STATHD AT TIME OF HIS ARREST BARBARA HOLDER WAS
PRESENT AT CLUB, PAREN BARBARA HOLDER WAS STATE WITNESS
?HO TESTIFIED %HE HAD BEEN AT JO;/S,DRIVE IN, AKA LEE/S (‘ E
DRIVE IN, ELEVEN FORTY FIVE PM, JUNE ELEVEN,-LAST, AND HAD
SEEN VALIANT ON PARKING LOT, THAT DRIVE IN PAREN.
MRS. FAYE BULLOCK TESTIFIED SHE WAS WAITRESS AT CLUB
KATHRYN AND SAVW BARBARA HOLDER AT CLUB BETVWEEN APPROXIMAg 9 !/é‘
PERIOD NINE PM JUNE ELEVEN AND ONE AM, JUNE Td@%bgb <3'/

1

" GVEN ADKINSON TESTIFIED SHE VAS EMPLOYEE AT CLUBys Apg 16 1951

5 S s :
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PAGE TVO

KATHRYN AND SAV BARBARA HOLDER COME IN CLUB BETWEEN NINE
FIFTEEN AND TEN PM, JUNE ELEVEN AND SAV HOLDER AT CLUB WHEN
TURNER ARRESTED AFTER MIDNIGHT.

MISS ANCIE LEE HAVEN TESTIFIED SHPE VWORKED AT LEE/S
DRIVE IN JUNE ELEVEN, LAST AND LEFT AT ELEVEN PM., TESTIFIED
SHE SAW WHITE CAR PARKED IN CORNER OF LOT AT DRIVE IN AND
OF OPINION CAR WAS A DODGE, TESTIFIED THIS CAR DEFINITELY
WAS NOT VALIANT,

- MRS, GLEN MC COY VHO RESIDES VICINITY LEE/S DRIVE IN
TESTIFIED SHE HEARD GUNSHOT AND SUBSEQUENTLY LOOKED IN
DIRECTION OF LEE/S DRIVE IN AND DID NOT SEE ANY CARS LEAVING
LOT AT DRIVE IN.

LEE H. COCKRELL TESTIFIED HE OPERATED LEE/S DRIVE IN AND
ON JUNE ELEVEN ARREVED DRIVE IN ELEVEN THIRTY PM AND WAS
PRESENT WHILE SHOOTING OCCURRED., TESTIFIED DID NOT SEE
ANY MEN ON PARKING LOT AND DID NOT SEE ANY AUTOMOBILES
LEAVING LOT AFTER SHOOTING. |
END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE —
MRS. DORIS SUMRALL TESTIFIED WAS WORKING LEE/S DRIVE
IN NIGHT OF SHOOTING, TESTIFIED SAV NO VEHICLES WAVING
DRIVE IN LOT AFTER SHOOTING OCCURRED., |
JAMES L., HOBBY, NOW RESIDES MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, A TRUCK
leVER, TESTIFIED RESIDED IN JACKSON IN JUNE, SIXTY THREE,
TESTIFIED OWNED SIXTY WHITE VALIANT AND CUSTOMARILY DROVE
DELTA DRIVE TO AND FROM WORK, TESTIFIED THAT.BETUEEN
TWELVE TEN AND TWELVE THIRTY AM, JUNE TVWELVE, SIXTY THREE,
HE DROVE TO JOE/S DRIVE IN IN HIS VALIANT AND ATTEMPTED 10
GET CUP OF COFFEE. FOUND DRIVE IN CLOSED AND UNABLE TO
PURCHASE COFFEE., AS WALKING AWAY FROM DRIVE IN, DID NO%
HEAR A SHOT, SAV NO ONE LEAVING'AREA OF JOE/S DRIVE IN,
TESTIFIED THAT SATURDAY NIGHT PRIOR .TO MURDER HE HAD BEEN
ON DELTA DRIVE 1IN HIS VALIANT PAREN PREVIOUS STATE VITNESSES
HAVE TESTIFIED AS TO OBSERVING WHITE VALIANT ON DELTA DRIVE
SATURDAY NIGHT BEFORE MURDER PAREN.,

END |
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BYRON DE LA BECKUITH, ,Az(‘ﬂ MEDGAR EVERS MSH VICTIM. SRY-RY.
o RE AFTERNOON SESSION OF BECKVITH TRIAL TODAY. Vo s
e BARBARA ANN HOLDER TESTIFIED SHE WAS AT JOE/S DRIVE-IN, VIOINITY-‘-"
EVERS HOME, NIGHT OF JUNE ELEVEN SIXTYTHREE. SOMETIME IN EARI‘.Y
PART OF NIGHT JHE SAW AUTOMOBILE PULL UP ON LOT OF DRIVELIN ANb_
PARK WITH DRIVER STAYING IN CAR. SHE LEFT AND RETURNED APPROXI&A;IELY\E |
ELEVEN THIRTY P.M., SAV SAME CAR ON LOT AT THIS TI.ME. IDENTIFIEé “
PHOTOGRAPH UF BECKWITH/S NINETEEN SIXTYTWO VALIENT AS IDENTICAL VITH ‘
CAR SHE S‘AW ON LOT, FURNISHED SKETCHY DESCRIPTION OF MAN IN THIS CAR,
SAID SHE“)OULD NOT POSITIVELY IDENTIFY THIS MAN BUT HAD OPINION
AS TO I.DENTITY OF THIS PERSON. WAS NOT ALLOVED TO TESTIFY AS TO

HER OPINION, . =

Y

tew - w»

) .
| SA SAM H. ALLEN, JR., NEMPHIS DIVISION,” TESTIFIER AS TO INITIAL
! CONTACT WITH BECKWITH AT GREENWOOD, JUNE TWENTYONE LAST AND THAT ;
!
|

BECKWITH ANSWERED ONLY @¥€TE NO commzm‘ W&UG:FE TO AGENTS Quzsnons R
' RE TELESCOPE SIGHT PURCHASED FROM DUCK/S TACKLE SHOP. W * e
SA THOMAS F, HOPKINS,; msmpms DIVISION, rssnm:o AS 13 érrsmprsl/é‘
tro LOCATE BECKWITH JUNE rwr:mnwo LAST ANDNCI‘}&UMSIA CES 1TH/S
'ARREST THAT NIGHT IN HIS Ai‘ronnsys OFFICE.?;L_\.Q\‘ | 18 “PR 16 1964
SA JOSEPH PEGGS SNEw ORLEANS DIVISION,/‘IESIIFTIED'TS TO INTERVIEW
=, Police Department

'HITH BECKWITH AT JACKSON PZ JUNE TWENTYTHREE AND OBSERVATION
END-PAGE-0 E
G APR 2114
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| SEMICIRCULAR SCAR OVER BECKWITH/S RIGHT EYE, TESTIFIED BECKWITH

| DECLINED COMMENT WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT EVERS KILLING, .-

DETECTIVE SARGEANT FRED SANDERS, JACKSON 0, TESTIFIED
DRIVING TIME FROM JOE/S DRIVE-IN TO GREENWOOD, MISS., A DISTANCE OF
NINETYFOUR MILES, VAS ONE HOUR AND FORTYFIVE WINUTES OBSERVING
SPEED LAVS, ; |
DR, FOREST G, BRADLEY, MD, PATHOLOGIST, TESTIFIED EXAMINED SCAR
OVER BECKWITH/S RIGHT EYE JUNE TWENTYTHREE AND SAID IN HIS OPINION.
SCAR HAD BEEN THERE NO LONGER THAN THIRTY DAYS AND AT LEAST TEN DAYS,

DET. SGT. O.M. LUKE, JACKSON By TESTIFIED HE PACKED GUN,
CARTRIDGE CASES AND LATENT LIFT AND TURNED THEM OVER TO SA SAMUEL
E. VIRDEN II FOR TRANSPORTATION TO FBI LAB.

STATE RESTED AT THIS POINT, DEFENSE NOVED FOR DIRECTED VERDICT
OF ACQUITTAL. LOURT OVERRULED MOTION. )

DEFENSE VITNESSES AS FOLLOWS; SAM VARREN, FORMER EMPLOYEE
MISS. STATE HOSPITAL, VHITLIELD, MISS., TESTIFIED THAT LEE F.
SWILLEY, CAB DRIVER, TOLD HIM AFTER FIRST BECKWITH TRIAL THAT
SWILLEY VWAS NOT COMING BACK- TO COURT AGAIN AS HE DID NOT GET
ANYTHING, NOT EVEN VITNESS FEES. CLAIMS SVILLEY SAID NOT GOING TO
TELL ANYNORE LIES, REFERRING TO SVILLEYS TESTINONY THIS CASE.
END PAGE TWO :
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PAGE THREE
VENDELL STRINGER AND ROY E. ADKINS, ENPLOYEES AT WRIGHT AND
FERGUSON FUNERAL HOME, JACKSON, TESTIFIED THEY WERE CALLED BY po
TO APPEAR IN LINEUP VITH BECKWITH DAY FOLLOWING HIS ARREST. BOTH
TESTIFIED BECKVITH WAS ONLY MAN IN LINEUP VITHOUT A BELT OR JEVELRY
SUCH AS TIE CLASP AND CUFF LINKS, ALSO TESTIFIED BECKVITH
WEARING SHIRT IN LINEUP WITH HIS INITIALS ON POCKET.
‘COURT RECESSED UNTIL NINE A.M. APRIL FOURTEEN.
END
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BYRON DE LA BECKVITH, AKA; MEDGAR-EVERS DASH VICTIN,CR, R
JURY DELIBERATED UNTIL NINE FORTYFIVE P.M. TODAY WITHOUT s

REACHING VERDICT. JUDGE THEN DIRECTED JURY TO RETIRE,TO RESUME /"

DELIBERATION NINE AM TOMORROW. '
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FROM NEW ORLEANS 157-1163 (”= -
SYRON DE LA BECKVITH, AKA; MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM, CR, Rm."
RE MORNING SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY.
STATE CALLED FOLLOWING REBUTTAL WITNESSES:
DETECTIVE SGT. FRED SANDERS, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED HE

TALKED To GREENWOOD PD OFFICERS CRESSVELL AND HOLLEY PAREN
/DEFENSE ALIBI wITNEsssg)PAREﬂ IMMEDIATELY AFTER BECKWITH/S

ARREST AND ALSO IN JAN., SIXTYFOUR, AND THEY DID NOT MENTION

e
5

TO HIM SEEING BECKWITH IN GREENWOOD, ONE ZERO FIVE AM,
JUNE TYELVE, SIXTYTHREE,

DETECTIVE SGT. 0. M, LUKE, JACKSON PD, TESTIFIED ANCIE
LEE HAVEN TOLD® HIM IMMEDIATELY AFTER SHOOTING THAT SHE HAD
SEEN WHITE VALIANT AUTO ON SE CORNER JOE/S DRIVE INN PARKING

/
LOT PAREN HAVEN WAS DEFENSE wnwzss WHO.TESTIFIED CAR WAS/NOT L /7[/ /
A VALIANT PAREN. cﬁza REC- 24 /

APR 17 1954
ATTORNEYS COMPLETED CLOSING ARGUMENTS TWELVE FIFTYFIVE PM.

JURY AT THAT 'PIME WENT TO LUNCH AND WILL BEGIN DELIBERATION
AFTER RLTU‘?NING FROM LUNCH.

] ’ s
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BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA; MEDGAR EVERS-VICTIM, CR-RM.

BECKWITH WAS ON STAND ENTIRE MORNING TODAY ON CROSS EXAMINATION.
‘conrmuw TO DENY ANY IMPLICATION IN EVER-5 MURDER. CROSS EXAMINATION
ENDED AT NOON RECESS. - | /
END N - | .
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2 ] ALSC LNOWN A8 O mc;u., 4
BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, AKA., MEDGAR EVERS/ VICTIN, Ck, M
:-‘Ijq.-

. Baciyy, MasrTEns
RE NEW ORLEANS TEL CALLS TO3UREAU.TODAY.

AT ELEVEN FORTY AM ToDAY BECKWITH JURY ADVISED HINDS COUNTY

CIRCUIT JUDGE LEOM HENDRICK THEY WERE HOPELESSLY DEADLOCKED AND

UNABLE TO REACH A VERDICT. JUDGE HENDRICK DECLARED A MIS/TRIAL

AND DISCHARGED THE JURY.

CASE CONTINUED UNTIL MAY NEXT TERM OF
HINDS COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT.

END PAGE ONE ) 5o APR 201388 A
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l  (BECKWITH)

\ JACKSON--A SECOND MISTRIAL WAS DECLARED TODAY IN THE CASE
OF BYRON DE LA BECKWITH, A WHITE SEGREGATIONIST CHARGED WITH THE _
SNIPER SLAYING OF NEGRO LEADER MEDGAR EVERS.

THE 12-MAN ALL-VHITE JURY REPORTED AFTER 10 HOURS DELIBERATION IT WAS
TEADLOCKED AND CIRCUIT JUDGE LECN HENDRICK DECLARED A MISTRIAL AT
11:35 A.M, CST (12:35 P,M, EST),

IT WAS NOT IMMEDIATELY KNOWN WHETHER BECKWITH WOULD BE SET FREE
CR CRDERED TO STAND TRIAL FOR THE THIRD TIME,

THERE IS NOTHING IN MISSISSIPPI LAV TC PREVENT BECKWITH FROWN
EEING TRIED AGAIN, BUT THERE WAS SPECULATION FRIOR TO THE VERLICT

| THAT IF ANOTMER MISTRIAL WAS DECLARED IN THE CASE, THE ENTIRE MATTER
WOULD BE PUT IN AN INACTIVE FILE, o
4/17--TD1Z46PES
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k (BECKWITH)
JACKSON, MISS,-~CIRCUIT JUDGE LECN HENDRICK SAID TODAY BYRON
IE LA BECKEITH*S CASE WAS BEING CONTINUED UNTIL THE MAY TERM OF COURT
ﬂ%:a DECISION ON A THIRD MURDER TRIAL FOR BECKWITH WOULD BE DETERMINED
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"FROM NEW ORLEANS 157-1163/ 2=PAGES ¢
» 150, know Civil. Rights Racgmaﬂgrsvaf
_BYRON"DE LA BECKVITH M., MEDGAR EVERS DASH VICTIM,Gf, SRS
~ RE AFTERNOON SESSION BECKWITH TRIAL TODAY. & +is
" FORMER SHERIFF J.R. GILFOY,HINDS COUNTY, MISS. JESTIFIED Vas 3
o W
PRESENT AT 'POLICE DEPARTMENT WHEN BREECH OF INSTANT Rlﬁcopwo AND'*
BASED ON ODOR HE DETERMINED IT HAD BEEN FIRED vsm»nzcﬁnru.

INNES T. MC INTYRE FARMER NEAR GREENWOOD MISS., TESTIFIED HE

| PURCHASED THIRTY OYGHT SIX RIFLE IN FEBRUARY rmmms FROM UNIVERSAL
FIRE ARMS AND TRADED BARREL AND ACTION OF THIS RIFLE To BECKWITH IN
JANﬁA}Y SIXTY.’ TESTIFIED TURNED OVER TO FBI AGENT FIFTY EMPTY
CARTRIDg;E CASES WHICH HAD_BEEN FIRED IN T}{IS RIFLE.
SA FRANCIS RINELY AND\DONALD STORAK!’.'R TESTIFIED AS TO CHAIN OF

EVIDENCE Or\ ‘CARTRIDGES FROM MC INTYRE TO SA RICHARD J. POPPLETON

.F#EE ARMS SECTION. sy

e

o SA. E‘DPPLETON TESTIFIED AS TO EXAMIﬁ’ETION S ENT BU LET MC IN:Y

CAHRIDGE.“CASES"SIM&:‘I'.VE ROUNDS AND ONE EMPTY OUND FOUND IN
Dui

END%’AGE;@NE q/\' 1@34- = wl'WT—i 27 g
%o V‘“H 13 53 piy 04 ) .11 APR 32" 1964
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PAGE Two

SA SMAUEL E. VIRDEN 11 TESTIFIED RE DELIVERY RIFLE,AMMO,CARTRIDGE
CASES AND SPENT BULLET TO FBI LAB,
T JOHN V. GOSa, OWNER DUCKS TACKLE SHOP,GRENODA sMISS., TESTIFIED
THAT IN MAY,SIXTYTHREE,TRADED SIX POWER GOLDEN HAWK UNITED BINOCULAR-:
TELESCOPE SIGHT TO BECKWITH FOR A FORTYFIVE AUTOMATIC PISTOL. .

- 0.P.BROWN,DISTRICT MANAGER,SOUTHERN BELL TEL AND TEL CO., GREENWOOD

MISS., INTRODUCED PHONE RECORDS SHOWING PHONE CALLS FROM BECKWITH
RESIDENCE TO GOZA AT GREENWOOD ON MAY FIVE AND MAY TWELVE SIXTYTHREE.

COURT ADJOURNED UNTIL NINE AM APRIL ELEVEN,SIXTYFOUR.
END CORRECT PAGE ONE,PARA ONE,LINE TvO,

WORD NINE SHOULD BE RIFLE
END
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" {Beckwith
But Denies Murdering Evers;

[ JACKSON, Miss., April 14. — A subdued Byrow-Dg-La'
Beckwith, more nervous than when he first testified in Febru-
ary, Tuesday took the witness stand and swore he did not
murder Jackson Negro leader Medgar Evers on June 12.
The 43-year-old Greenwood salesman took the stand at
3:13 p.m. and answered questions from chief defense counsel
Hardy Lott exactly an hour, In contrast to his appearance
at the earlier trial, Beckwith.limited his remarks to eaact

and short answers. Beckwith took the stand ap-
But during the 48 minutes he

“Yes. siryl did,” ensworsl
\Hobby. : |

Appears Nervous

. ,parr%ntly to lay the ground- Mr.
answered questions from Dist.| wotk for defense contentions

ithat his 30.06 Enfield rifle dis- Mr. Waller confirmed that
jappeared either from his car the Hobby car had no aerial
ior 64-year-old unlocked homeiSimilar to the one Miss Holder,
a few days prior to the mur- 52id she saw in the corner and
or. ,asked why Mr. Hobbv waited
He said his car, in which|until two or three weeks ago to;
he carried several guns, also[cOntact Hugh Cunningham, a:
' sat unlocked most of June 10'defense attorney.

jat his firm's Greenville of- I just thought I should sav.
: fice. : something about it.” answered
. “Can you tell me,” said the 37-year-old truck driver.
|Mr. Lott as he handed Beck- _ 'Did you tell the Jackson:
j With the Enfield rifle with a P0lice Department about
'is-power telescopic sight the this?

Atty, William Waller, Beck-
with’s testimony was soon
punctuated by comments from
the 37-year-old prosecutor such

“May I finish my question?"

1 “Did you shoot
iEvers?" asked Mr. Lott,
1 “No, sir,” answered Beck-
;with, with emphasis on the
“Where were you when Med-
gar Evers was shot?” queried
‘the attorney,
i *“I was in Greenwood,”
Beckwith said.
Beginning with a listing of
the schools which he attend-

as, “Can I go on now?" and: d

Medgar:

state claims was used as the! "'They didn't ask me,”
murder weapon, “whether that HobbY answered.
{is your rifle and scope?” ; Mr. Hobby, who has been

[ “This rifle is similar to sev-, €mployed by the trucking firm

ed as a youth, the Deltan out-{I couldn’t positively identify
‘lined his life until his arrestithe rifle or the scope,” Beck-

ieral rifles T have owned, but:|for about 15 vears, was trans-

iferred from Jackson to Mem-
:phis last July. His wife and

ithree children joined him last
iNovember.

Judge *Leon Hendrick re-
‘cessed court at 5:03 p.m. with,

con June 22 for the ambush'With said.
,murder of the NAACP field: Before Beckwith took the
'secretary. . IS nd.fa Mm;llii truck driv-
. He told the jury he was'el. & former Jac sonian, told|; ] t
‘wounded in the ﬁzt invasion;th: court he had driven his|;Beckwith still on the stand for|
‘wave of Tarawa and had pre- 130 Valiant into the_perkizz ,cr_oss-exammatxon. The t”all
iviously fought at Guadal-i |7 _ . T | 4will resume at § Wednesday
“canal. : ' lat'thv;hg“e:? atv’;:ysltatet,descn?,ed =
n on @3 - ocation, a few
§ask‘c’{iheh'/1[rtv?::tt).mu arrested? ‘minutes before the amurdir,
. “I'd have to look at the Dut James L. Hobby of 579
calendar.” responded the pale’ dEastTFrank, employe of Gor-
but emphatic Beckwith. “T've <% d":‘"sfmf‘s Inc., said he
been here for so long it's hard; PaTked in front of the drive-in,
for me t0 remember.” i A prosecution witness earlier
He denied talking to two Said she saw a 1962 white
Jackson taxi drivers who testi-: Valiant parked in the corner
fied Beckwith or *“a twin.and identified it as Beckwith's
: brother” asked them for cOmpany car. .
‘ Evers’ address June 8 at a Miss Barbara Holder said!
"elagkson, bus station.e . She saw the driver enter the‘
i rest room but she was unable!
! to positively identify him.
“Do vou recall whether
~Went into the rest

I’ morning,

you|
, "
(,179,0_"1._.\‘
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1 Ballots Fail

7-5 Impasse Is Reported
-With Most Jurors For
Acquittal
By EDWARD P. MOORE JR.

Spccial to The Commercial Appest
JACKSON, Miss.. Feb, 7, —
_Judge Leon F. Hendrick sol-

emnly declared the spectacu- : ~

* lar Beckwith murder trial a
mistrial at 1i:30 Friday morn-
ing after 12 white jurors indi-
vidually advised the judge they
were “‘hopelessly deadlocked”
in reaching a verdict after 11
hours of deliberation.

United Press International
quoted a “reliable source' as

saying the jury was split 7-5

for acquittal.
They reportedly had taken

20 ballots during discussions _

. since 1:05 Thursday afternoon
- jn the small jury room before

Glum Beckwith
Faces New
After Deadi@

'A.

®
ﬂﬂ?(‘a
.P'- i A&l

'] ~—AP Wircp',

a table littered with photo-
graphs, documents, statements
_and a J0-06 Enfield rifle
© equipped with a six-power tele-
scopic sight,

The state argued Byron De
: La Beckwith used that weapon
. to kill Medgar Evers, Missis-
" sippi field secretary for the
‘ National Association for the
Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple, from ambush gn June 12,
1963 Beckwith has“consistent-
ly maintained his innocence.
a

o
Weary Juror Heads Homi

“Gentlemen, 1 assume ou
siill have not reached a ver-
dict,” the judge said to 12 ob-
viously weary jurors  who
walked into the courtroom
putting on coats and adjusting
ties. They nodded in agree-
ment. The judge then polled
each man to learn whether he
believed additional delibera-
tions could produce a verdict.

“Your honor,” replied Fred:
Plemmer, “I do not. We have|
tried diligently. We could stay!
here a week and never reach
a verdict.” The remaining 11
answered -in:ilarly as Judge,
Hendrick repeated the ques-
tion.

RN RS A I

<-“If there were any chance
for you to pet togcthcr in a
reasonable tiume,”” he told the
jury, “I know you would tell
me so.’ I declare a mistrial
in this case; that is <" I can
do. The defendant will be re-
manded to the custody of the
sheriff.”

He dismissed the 12 mei
who hurriedly packed their
suitcascs and left the Hinds!
" County Courthouse where they
had been secluded since Jan.
30. They were forbidden by the
judge to discuss their vote im-
passe.

Beckwith appeared drained
by the trial. He sat glum and
motionless.

Mrs. Beckwith, leaving the
courthouse, also was disap-
pointed. “I planned to take
hifn fiome tonight,” she siid.
A :ked if she would again e a

le spectator at the re-tiial,
s;} said emphatically: t

“Yes, sir. I'm just like he
is; I'm an arch-segregation-
ist."”

Mrs. Evers, widow of the
slain integration lecader, said
she had prepared a statement
in the event a decisive verdict
was reached, but the mistrial
caught her off guard. I don't
think I should have anything
to say unless the person is
found guilty or not guiity.”

There was no visible reac-
tion from the still courtroom
where more than 200 had
waited to hear the verdict.
Within minutes, both defense
and prosecution attorneys be-
gan the task of preparing for
a re-trial.

Defense Attorney Hardy Lott
said following a conference
with the judge that the case
will be set for call on March:
23. Date of the re-trial will
scheduled at "that time f
:Judge Hendrick.®
Mr. Lott said the matlcr
bond for Beckwith, who h
been in jail without bond sin
June 23, was not discussed
the conference in the judg
office. He added he expect
to file a ‘motion for a bo
hearing *‘very promptly.”
But Dlst Atty. William Wi

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)
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Argumznts Due

Policemen Say Defendant
Seen In Greenwood At
' Time Of Slaying

By EDWARD P. MOORE JR.

Special to The Commercial Appeal
_JACKSON, Miss., Feb. 5.—
“The defense rested its case in

murder trial at §:47 p.m. Wed-
nesday. '

The action came after Beck-
with took the witness stand in
a surprise maneuver and
swore he did not ambush Med-
gar Evers, Negro integrationist
leader shortly after midnight
last June 12.

He claimed that a gun simi-
lar to the weapon the state
charges was used to kill Evers
was stolen from him the night
before the slaying.

Arguments will open Thurs-

1-day morning.

i
; The packed courtroom

: |'gasped in astonishment when

the name “Byron De La Beck-
was called and the
former fertilizer salesman
walked swiftly to the stand,
took his oath and was seated.
He was questioned by his coun-
sel, Hardy Lott, for 55 minutes,
answering deftly and with as-
isurance.

i *“Vir. Beckwith,” asked Mr.

‘Lot “Did you shoot Medgar -

o Evers:®
. “Q

. sit,” hé” answered
s lilicay. .

the Byron De La Beckwith .

The former Marine Corps
Purple Heax-twinner said he
received a cut over his right
eye during a target shooting
session “before this Evers’
business came up” when the
30-06 Enfield's telescopic sight
recoiled into him. Three of his
fellow employes at a Green-

{ville fertilizer company testi-

fied earlier Wednesday they
saw the cut before June 12.
The state had suggested the
cut resulted when Evers was
shot.

Beckwith denied being in
Jackson at any time near the
date of the shooting and added
that if his white Valiant, iden-
tified by several witnesses as
being near the murder scene,
was in the capital city “I have
no knowledge of it.”

The 43-year-old Beckwith told
the jury that he customarily
traveled with weapons, ‘‘as
many as 30 to 40" in his car.
He admitted receiving an En-
field rifle from Itta Bena plant-
er Thorne McIntyre and trad-
ing for a telescopic sight at
Grenada.

But Beckwith said he could
not with certainty identify a
rifle hidden in honeysuckle
wines near the murder scene
as his. ’

Mr. Waller began his cross-
examination with questions
about letters in his possession,
some to newspaper editors,
which hie said bore Beckwith’s
signature, He asked the Deltan
if his expressions of segrega-
tion ideas were not made pub-
licly. :

[Beckwith Tells Jury? |
He Didn’t Kill Evers
«—Claims Rifle Stolen

nounced about my views con-
cerning segregation, constitu-
tional government, and states
rights,” he answered calmly.
But the scion of an aristocratic
Mississippi family began to
squirm slightly as Mr. Waller
began reading.

From a letter bearing what
the district attorney said was
a 1957 date, he read “and fur-
thermore, when 1 die, I'll be
buried in a segregated ceme-
tery. When you get to Heaven
you will find me in the part
that has a sign saying ‘For
White Only.! And If I go to
Hades, I'm going to raise hell
all over Hades till T get in
the white section.”

Beckwith said the signature
looked like his.

In earlier testimony three
Greenwood residents, two of
them police officers, swore
they saw the dapper fertilizer
salesman 50 minutes before
Evers' murder and 30 minutes
after in Greenwood. They said

they were posifive in their
identifications.
Roy Jongs, /33-year-old sign

manufactuyaf, testified Beck-
_with was in an alley near the
junction of Highways 82 and
49 preparing to pull out on the
highway at 11:45 p.m. He said
the area was lighted with flood-
lights and there was no doubt
the man was Beckwith.

James Holley spotted
Beckwith att1:05 a.m. June 12
filling his car with gasoline
near the same spot. Officer
Cresswell said they remem-
bered the iime because one of
the two-had just looked at a
watch.

J—
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{] The Supreme Court aiso or- 1 e
'Couri-Tle orS VV d j dered Beckwith returned tothe =~ 7 0 Tmmmremeeof e s e
sheriff in Jackson. Judge Bar-
For Bed{wn'n Trla, nett had ordered him held in
don to retain jurisdiction pend-
Ruled Capable of Defense ing setting of a trial by Judze
‘Frem The Commercial Appeal
Jackson, Miss,, Burcau
(Indicate page, name of

(Moum Clipplng in Space Below)
custody of the-ifinds County
the Rankin County jail at Bran-
In Evers Murder Hearing Hendrick. S
JACKSON, Miss., Nov. 12. — | newspaper, cliy and state.)

The State Supreme Court Tues-
day ruled Byron De La Beck-
with is “entirely capable of Page 1

standing trial” for the murder
of Negro civil rights leader
Medgar Evers and nullified a
prosecution order for a mental
examination of the 42-year-old
Greenwood salesman.

The 6-to-3 decision set aside
Hinds County Circuit Judge
Leon Hendrick’s order grant-
ing a state request for the ex- _
amination. The prosecution
said it was seeking to deter-
mine whether Beckwith was
‘mentally capable of making a —_—
:rational defense and also his
‘condition at the time Evers
was slain Jane 12~

The issue was based on a -
counter-order of Rankin Coun- .
ty Circuit Judge O. H. Barnett,
in whose jurisdiction the state

—— The Commercial
Appeal

—— Memphis, Tenn.

hospital lies, barring state Date:
psychiatrists from givil:g Beck- Edition: 11(1 3/63 .
with a mental examination. Mississippi

| Beckwith’s attorneys protest- Author:

ed the examination, contending
‘the was capable of making a
jrational defense and that the
‘order for a general examina-
tion was unconstitutional. The

::’:::"Frank R. Ahlgre:

.defense said Judgze Hendrick's Character:
order placed Beckwith in the or
position of affording Dist. Atty.| . Classification:

William Waller with testimony
to be used against the defend-
. ant at the trial. _

When Judge Hendrick or <
dered the examination July 18, :
defense attorncys said Beck-
with was ready for an imme-
diate trial-and-dsmanded that
it be set at that time.-
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‘|nesday directing Dr. W. L. Ja-

E;éCkwifh Tesfs;‘
Ordered Halted

Defense Attorneys Petition
For Speedy Trial On
Slaying Charge

JACKSON, Miss., Aug. 1.—
(UPI)—A state judge has
ordered psychiatrists to stop
their mental examination of
Byron De La Beckwith, who,
is charged with murdering Ne-
gro