
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


MR. JOHN GREENEWALQ,JR. 
 

 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

August18,2015 

FOIPA Request No.: 1260137-001 
Subject: BERKNER, LLOYD VIEL 
Release No.:312880 
CIA Reference No.:F-2015-0031 0 

You were previously advised we were consulting with another agency concerning information located 
as a result of your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request. 

This consultation is complete and the enclosed material is being released to you with deletions made 
pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 as noted below. See the enclosed form for an 
explanation of these exemptions. 

Section 552 Section 552a 

r (b)(1) r (b)(7)(A) r (d)(5) 

r (b)(2) r (b)(7)(B) r 0)(2) 

P" (b)(3) P" (b )(7)(C) r (k)(1 > 

CIA Act of 1949, as amended; r (b)(7)(D) r (k)(2) 

National Security Act of 1947, as r (b)(7)(E) r (k)(3) 
amended 

r (b)(7)(F) r (k)(4) 

r (b)(4) r (b)(a) r (k)(5) 

r (b)(5) r (b)(9) r (k)(6) 

P" (b )(6) r (k)(7) 

7 pages were reviewed and 7 pages are being released. 

Deletions were made by the FBI and the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). 

To appeal any Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) denials, please write directly to that agency at the 
following address. Should you decide to do this, please explain the basis of your appeal. 

John Gioffrida, 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 
Central Intelligence Agency 
CIA Information Review Committee 
Washington, D.C. 20505 



For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under "Contact Us." 
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated. 

You may file an appeal of any FBI denials, by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy 
(OIP), U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 , or 
you may submit an appeal through OIP's eFOIA portal at http://www.justice.gov/oip/efoia-portal.html. Your 
appeal must be received by OIP within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered 
timely. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Appeal." Please cite 
the FOIPA Request Number in any correspondence to us for proper identification of your request. 

See additional information which follows. 

Enclosure(s) 

Sincerely, 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/1 nformation 

Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

The enclosed documents contained in section 1 of FBI Headquarters file 161-HQ-525, Serials 25, 26, 
27, 28, and 29 represent the final release of information responsive to your FOIA request. 

Enclosed is a copy of the CIA's explanation of exemptions. 

This material is being provided to you at no charge. 



EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(l) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b )(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b )(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 
be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers 
to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)( 4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b )(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure ofwhich would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b )(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 
information (A) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial 
or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b )(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for the 
regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b )(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime or 
apprehend criminals; 

(k)(l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 
for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 
under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be 
held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 
or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant to 
a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service he 
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

FBI/DOJ 



CIA EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT: 

(b)(l) 

(b)(2) 

(b)(3) 

(b)(4) 

(b)(S) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(7) 

applies to material which is properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the 
interest of national defense or foreign policy; 

applies to information which pertains solely to the internal rules and practices of the 
Agency; 

applies to the Director's statutory obligations to protect from disclosure intelligence 
sources and methods, as well as the organization, functions, names, official titles, salaries 
or numbers of personnel employed by the Agency, in accord with the National Security 
Act of 194 7 and the CIA Act of 1949, respectively; 

applies to information such as trade secrets and commercial or financial information 
obtained from a person on a privileged or confidential basis; 

applies to inter- and intra-agency memoranda which are advisory in nature; 

applies to information release of which would constitute an unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy of other individuals; and 

applies to investigatory records, release of which could (C) constitute an unwarranted 
invasion of the personal privacy of others, (D) disclose the identity of a confidential 
source, (E) disclose investigative techniques and procedures, or (F) endanger the life or 
physical safety of law enforcement personnel. 

PRIVACY ACT: 

{b) 

(j)(l) 

(k)(l) 

(k)(S) 

(k)(6) 

applies to information concerning other individuals which may not be released without 
their written consent; 

applies to polygraph records; documents or segregable portions of documents, release of 
which would disclose intelligence sources and methods, including names of certain 
Agency employees and organizational components; and, documents or information 
provided by foreign governments; 

applies to information and material properly classified pursuant to and Executive order in 
the interest of national defense or foreign policy; 

applies to investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining 
suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment, or access to 
classified information, release of which would disclose a confidential so•.1rce; and 

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for 
appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the release of which would 
compromise the testing or examination process. 



FOIPA #: 1260137-1 

Requester Name(s): 

Greenewald, John Mr. 

Subject: 

BERKNER, LLOYD 



FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 

• FBI ' Date: 5/5/61 

Via __ A_I_R_T_E_L _________ ---~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----~ 
{Priority or Method of Mailing) 1 

~~~-----------------------------~----------------L-------

rr . TO: DIRECTOR, FBI , " -

FROI\1: !J.C, WFO (116-62481) 

LLOYD VIEJ: BERirnER, 
SPI 

Rerep SA L-1 _____ __. 

U.S. SENATOR 

· On 5/4/61, U.S. Senator KENNETH B. KEATING, New· York, 
advised that he has met the appointee but does not know him 
personally~ He stated, however, that all he knows of him is 
good. He declined further comment because of his limited acquain­
tance. 

WDS 
' 

· ~r info Bureau, ·checks are still outstanding this cas 
at Office of Secur!~~eN?{tment of State and also at CIA 
re appointee and w~~ -~ 

}' . - . DE0~4!.D?~y Q(J/)!JLAI/Bifo 
OYt-f..£. 1~ IJll'~ .. '1 

J-;~ - :HJI.f'l/475 f'AdlJIII'Jrl!T-6.-o0~-

JWB/bm 
(4) 

AI RIEL 

..2~- ·~ 
f- ,;2.. ..r- b /. -·. 

C....J ~(s r . . < 

1'/ . -- &!J) CJ~ {/) ~s-~ .- ~ · ~ 
~ ...... ---~ 
NOT ~ECORQEil 

9 MAY 311961 

-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON FIELD 
·I Office of Orlgin 

. __ BUREAU I Jnvesti~;;:~~i - 5/4/61 

:Eleportblq Office 

'!l'ITLB OF CASE 

~LO;D VIEL~ERKNER .· 

. \~ 

CV: 

REFERENCES 

AT .WASHINGTON, _D. 

Will upon receipt 
leads still outstanding. 

/ (U) 

Bure·au 
Washington Field (il6-624'81) 

CHARACTER OF CASE · 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 

· .. 
Do not wrlw in ~s ~low 

~- ~~-. . . NOT 'RECORDED 

·~ ·.;: G·~c.· i ·H .!.~.J~/W 3119~1 ') · 

I
. i'nled B:r: 

. ked 

b6 Per FBI 
b7C 

. . . .. · . ~-~ . 

Prop~ of FBI. . • This rep. crt ·fs loan~d to :rou ·b:r the FBI, an!i neither it no~ it~- cont~~~ are' to be dis~uted outside the agency to which . loanecL . ~ 
. , _ * U, s, GOVERNMENT-PRINTING _OFFICE! 191515 o--844750 • .• . _ 

.._ ______ _ - -- --- ' - . . ( 
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WFO 116_;62481 

~ •. ·· De-partment ~r!~~-- :Iriles 

~. {§4 re, ~Jpoin:te'l and wifl®~r 
3. Interview with United · sta.tes Sen a to~ KEATING, 

who ha~ : nti~ been :avai1a6le to · date. 
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DECLASSIFICATION AU'I'liOBITY DERIVED f'RfM: 
FBI .l\IJ'l'(IQ.TIC OECLASSIF'ICATION .GUIDE 

FBI ' Date: 5/S/61.-

-- · --- -:G;.' ~~;;.0;:_ 
1! 1\:lr. Pm·:>•\ng __ _ 
1J 1'-1 !·. ~f.,l·tr __ _ 
r Mr. EdlllOnt_ 
I~' ~Ir. · :·: . • ~'ln .. -
1 Mr. (\mnl:i .. __ 
I :,r) ... r . !~· ·! v~h _ 
li l\.'h:. E·.-. ~11-> -·~"'fl'llo~ 
1: Mr. :-.I~.i·· le _ _ 
:: l'.fr. Rr•.::<;>n __ 

Transmit the following in --------,~~~::=.~~~--:--:----------i·· Mr. Tavel .-­
. l\Ir. Trdta·----­

lllr. ·w.C.l?ullivan 
Via AIRTEL Tele. Room __ _ 

f,1--------------------------~~=~~~~~~~~~~~------L~~~~~ 
(J;, TO: DIRECTOR_, FBI . . ,.. f --·-----

SAC, WFO 
0 

LLOYD VIEL BERKNER 
SPI 

JWB:MJB 
(4) 

Rerep SA 

:MISCELLANEOUS 

LEADS 

- .... 

-------M 

b6 Per FBI 
b7C 

Per ______ _ 



FD-36 (Rev. 12~13-56) 
-" ........ ·-

•• l • 
AIRTEL 

TO: . DIRECTOR:t FBI 

FROl\1: SAC:t WFO (116-62481) 

U.OYD VIE~ERKNER 
SPI 

' FBI 

Date: 5/9/61 

DECL.a,.5SIFIED_ 13~~· la'l&J.~~~b{ 

~~~~ '11#t;;.tl.::t9:Zr:..WL.Jof·-~=---~ 
Remyairtel 5/5/61. 1 ,bb/1- I 

~----------~~P%~ 

b6 Per FBI 
b7C 

On 5/8/61, Security Office, Washington 
Area Security Operat1ons 1ce , AEC, Germantown? Maryland, 
advised SA. JOHN D. I\1C KINNEY that the appointee • s secur1 ty file 
reflects he was granted a "Q" clearance on 3/20/6~ at New York 
Operations Office. It vms extended to the Department of Army 
on 10/18/51 by WASO, and was also extended to the Research and 

1 
Development Board on 1/15/53 by WASO. It was terminated with the 
Department of Army on 7/13/53 and was terminated with the Research 
and Development Board on 9/16/54. It was extended to Office of 
Defense l\lobilization on 8/16/56t and also to the White House Office 
on 2/6/58. It 'vas also extendea to the National Academy of 
Science on 1/4/61. This clearance is still active, and the file 
contained no additional pertinent information. -

A "Name Check File11 at the Office of Security, USIA, 
reviewed on 5/8/61 .by SA JOSEPH W. SPEICHER, reflected that a 
national ageney check was conducted by US~ in July and August, #! 
1956, for possible participation by the ~ppointee in the Pro~ · 
for People-to-People Partnership (Science and En~ineering Cf 
Committee). The Office of SecuritY,, USIA, notif1ed the Office of 
Private Cooperation, USIA, on 8/28/56 that, based on the national 
agency check, "The Office of Security interposes no security 
objection to .Mr. BERKNER. 1 s use, as requested ••• 11 and also inter­
posed no objection to his having access to classified material 
up to and including CONfi~fiAL in connection with his duties 
as Chairman of the Science and Engineering Committee. · . 

(f)- Bureau · 
1-WFO.;<~~ 
JWB/bm :; -.:2.£" -G 1 · 

(4) <:..~ \.\ ~ 

/' 1.;-.·:: 
rr . ¥. ~·· ' ( & I-s--, (-- ..,:)., .. ~ . ·~ 

-- L..-._) t;:... N ~.,.,~ 
OT RE:CORDE:D 

9 MAY 81 1961 @) t\~ ---
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WFO 116-62481 
.. 
.. . 

•• • J. 1 ,4~ • .: . . ·- . . - . - . 

-Thi_s file ·ftJ.rther that _another -national , agency ~ - - .· 
.- , . cbeck.was conducted .in. Nov _ . December~ }9601 for possible -

·,. . , one-time ·use as a _Fonnn· lecturer 1n Space Science oy the . · , 
Broadcasting Sertice: of 'USIA. · The Broadcasting Service was · · -
notified on 4/~3/61 by 'the -Office of Security ,that it "i.Qter.poses . 
~o '~e-~urity objection to fv1r~· BERKNER'·s use ••• •.•.. . _ .· b6 Per FBI 

' b7C 
This file contained .no addi tionil pertinent . info. : 

·. _: .. on ·sisi6I,I . - - - -. I ~pecial Ass~st~Jit ~to . . : ~-
··the Di_rector, Office _of Private Coope~ation USIA, advised SA -__ --_-·· 

SPEICHER that although ;the .. apnointee was. under consideration . for 
·the position· as Chai:tmin of--'tbe Science and Engineering Combti ttee . 
<?f : '!=he Peo:Ple-:to..:Peopl~. 'Pattn~r-ship, -~ the _records. of his .. offi~e _- · · . 

.. · I)ldlca~ed th~t h~ h~d .nev~~ s;rved · ;:~he~ as c~a~rman ·o:.; as. a _ . 
~embet of th1s· co~1tt~e~ t _ --~nd1cat~~ h1s re~ords _ · : . 

- reflected .that the Off1ce or e~ur1 y, USIA, 1,nterposed no .. · ·· · 
objection to ·appointee's use i.n- this position, and . · · " 

· connnented· that it- \Vas probal>le that when approached by . . ._ . 
. US:f.A, the ~pPointee .Jt.ad had 

0 

to c:leclin~ the posi tiori becau~e of ·.- .. · 
· ~~.lor co~1t~ents. ·· • _ . . .. ··:·· .. : :. .... .. 
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 

• t 
FBI 

5/12/61 

Via AIRTEL 

-~--::------------------------~p::": ~'!!~"':_~ ~ ~~·~·~------L------- -

. TO: ·DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, WFO (116-62481) 

LLOYD VIEf:?BERKNER . 
SPI 

of CIA were causrd to be searched on 
_ and reflected no 

outstanding at WFO. 

RUC 

~Bureau . ~--:J.j--{.l 

WFO C...J~5 
JWB:pah 
(4) 

AIR TEL 

Approved: -__,/IL~· _.<.,b-f::(}~L-.c-h£C..vt....I..~.A<:>~-· _: _ 
Special #-r7tfn Charge 

. 11 .. 1 (j 

b6 Per FBI 
b7C 

b3 Per CIA 
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