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U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
FOIPA Request No.:  
Subject: MERCHANT, MADELINE 
GWYNNE 

 
Dear  
  

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act.  Enclosed is one CD containing 12 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions.  This release is being provided to you at no charge. 
 
 Additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist.  Please submit a new FOIA 
request if you would like the FBI to conduct a search of the indices to our Central Records System. 
 

 Submit requests by mail or fax to – Work Process Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, 
fax number (540) 868-4997.  
 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).  This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request.  Your patience is appreciated. 
 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States  
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you  
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site:  
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.”  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

Enclosure(s)  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government  service 

he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 



~--~M . · - ~ •.. ·. 
Office Memorandum ·~ 

To : . DI~~TPR, . FBI ' DATE: 
~ -
July 22, 1947 

FROM :f;T, EL PASO 

\..L.iuBJECT, Mr~-: GWINNE II~HANT, 
f; FLYING OBJECTS 'IN AIR 

Informant 

Mrs. GWYNNE M. MERCHANT _ha's come to the resident agency at Santa Fe, 
New Mexico on several occasions to report that she has received information 

~'. concerning flying objects passing through the air. Some of the reports that ~he 
·? has received concern light objects seen at night which have allegedly been follow-

\ ! ~d by explosions.. She advised that one df S.Uch objects was reported by FRANK 
-:"";":..: /7\'B~~~,, Forest Ranger, who works near Canj;i.lon, NewMexico. She claims tha:t: 

_ .. .. _ : others were _seen near Park View and Tierra Amarilla, New Mexico. 
'~ - . 

~- Mrs. MERCHANT called attention to clippings from .various newspapers 
.. concerning 11disc-liken objects seen in New Mexico and other parts of the country. 

-

\'·~~ Mrs. _ MERCHANT claims to be a student of radio waves and r<q forms, and 
. , '\pntends that ~he above mentioned objects mey be missiles s~lar to those appear-

'~ -, ing over SWe<!en some ti.rre ago. · 

\~ ,, . Mrs. MERCHANT has discussed the above with officials of the Atomic 
, ~;~0 Energy Commission, and has written the Secretary of War and other government 

< ..:;. . officials concerning her theories. Mr. SIDNEY NEWBURGER, Chief of Security and 
'\ r.\1 Intelligence for the A.E.c., has advised that officials at Los Alamos consider Mrs. 
<~ . MERCHANT unreliable amL:g_ossibly not well balanced mentalq. She has mentionedto 

'- ~ · agents of this office that she was struck by lightning vmen a child. 
'lf'' .. ~ . . . 

On July 15, Mrs. MERCHANT came to the Santa Fe resident agency and · 
advised that she had written to WALTER WINCHElL, promising him a story in connection 
with the "flying disc~." .::-

The foregoing ~Ol"'l1ation is being submitted to the Bureau, inasnmch as 
Mrs. MERCHANT has written: to sev:eral government officials and Mr. WlNCHELL. 

62-0-3594c 
. FTM:GH 

£!3/ 
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QFFICt OF DIRECTOR 

F!:DERAL BUREAU ,bF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STAfES DEPARTMtNT OF JUSTICt 

september a~ 19417 

\ The attached was sent to 
\ the Director by Walter 

I 
Winchell. 

The notations appearing 
thereon read: 

"Ack & F.B.I." 

· Z "Please excuse haste -
~ make airmail west." 

·~ 

~ -~Attachment 

.,;:,. mt 

Glav~ 
Ladd . 

Nichols_ 
Rosen . 

Mr. TracY 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Egan 

Mr. Gurnea 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Hendon_ 

Mr. Jones 

Mr. Pennington_ 

Tele. Room_ 
Mr. Nease __ _ 

Miss Holmes_ 
Miss Gandy_ 
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·;c M~s. •Madeline Gwynne Merlnt 

Mr. Walter Winchell, 

% Postmaster, 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

Dear IVlr. Wincbe ll ~ 

Box 263, Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Jul;.r 13, L9~7 . f 
. /0 

,~.::-b · / / , r/ . 
,-/ ~ ·:s / Ttt~ e~cl:s6€<l: Je tter deals with what are being - · 

called 11 discs • 11 

You are not to mention the contents of this 

letter over the air, nor to any individual other than officials 

of the War Dep' t. , members of the ll'BI, or an American whose 
patriotism·would rank with your own, and who might donate $10,000 

or more for the purpose of my continuing the collection of field 

data concer·ning "discs," while time may remain in wl1ich to do so. 

I have had respectful attention from the 

Col. Herbert c. Gee, Comm.. Officer, 
Los Alamos Atomic Project, 

Los Alamos, N .IL 

Maj. Bidney Newburger, Security Official, 

Los Alamos Atomic Project, 

Los Alamos, N .M. 

:Mr. Willard ~immer, Military Intelligence, 

P.O. Box 681, 

t fJ.v .1'1 n .. ·· s. ant a Jile. , N .M. 
~ ' ':/ (/rJ! U pj,l_ 

· · · J ·; ,~ #t · .., I ~ 
!ENCLOSURE · 



.( 2) 
li:rancis :fl'inley, .Agent-in-Charge, 

. . • ........-:, 
Federal Bureau of Inv; tigation, • San:ta Jle , N" .M. · · 

Gen. S.R. Brennault, 

Ass't. to Lf. Gen. Nathan JP. ~:/.lwining, 
AAF Materiel Command, 
Washington, D.c. 

Col. ~umwalt, 

.Ass 't to Colonel Bunker, Comrn. Ott·. 

Kirtland :lhel d, 

.Albuquerque, l'V.M. 

(Phone 1366) 

Gen. Patrick Hurley, (1!1ormer .Ambassador to China,) 

1210 Shoreham Bld'g. (Also Santa ]1e, N.lVI.) · 

Washingt~, D.c .. 

And through the courtesy of Gen. Patrick Hurley, 

a letter -from Sec. of War Robert Patterson, War Dep't, Washingtoni 

.All were highl;v interested, appreciative, with the 

general trend of contacts being, "This ' is fine. Go right ahead.n 

(

. proceed with. 

"discs. 11 

My point in writing you is to raise some mone:v to 
- . - ->~ ·. 

No budgets . seemed to allow for the unexpected, elusive 

Sen. Carl Hatch, D-N.]JJ., U.S. Senate, Washington, D.c. 
has been contacted by mail :t'or an appropriatio~, but even if this 
only requires one more week, it may be too late. 

You ma;v contact any of the abov·e listed persons tJ 
I . 

verify my contacts (excuse repetition word contact) during the past 

f'our months. In other words, I began reporting directl:v to 

Dr. N0 rris Bradbury, Scientific Head of Los Alamos, and Colonel Gee, 

et al, some time ago that this type aerial 11 discu was a reality. 

/ 



' I 
This mate~ial was considered confidential, and still is. 

I .have been asked by Colonel Gee~ to speak any further 

than mat~rial which has been published in, the press. And I have 

chosen simply not to speak at all, except to a source which I consider 

might further my own work. 

If you ask of" the above persons, to ascertain whether or 

not I have made serious, materially valuable contributions, which 

may indicate much scientifically •••••• and which, if action can be 

continued soon enough, may a little later save our nation much •••• 

please make inquiries quietly, and as promptly as convenient. 

I must ask you not to speculate, even to yourself ••• 

but simply to act. 

Do not mention in any manner, until release by the War 

Dep't, even the receipt of this letter, except to the above persons, 

or proper government officials there. Or, to one whom vou know will . -
make a donation. 

Perhaps your savest bet would be simply to telephone the 

FBI there, and let them telephone Francis Finley here for verification. 

I promise you an exclusive, behind the scenes story when, 

and if, the War Dep't releases the material nationally. Meaatime, 

your action now may save your own life, and that ·of others who may 
have wondered what a 11 disc 11 is. 

1 
Rest assured I have all the pmper scientific and governmenta 

contacts needed •.•.•. all I need is the wherewithall. I have the 

proper background to discuss the subject, secure the further field 

,-, 
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' • 
data In~ need, explain it technically, and secure proper action, 

provided I am given the means to do so. 

I regret that I cannot be more specific now, but duty 

to country rests above. 

I have met before with the mental reaction, "What? A 

woman handling this t~pe material? 11 And m:v signature beiow will 

probably ev,oke the same response from :vou. So I ass·ure you, ;ves, 

it is a woman who is coming in vvi th the information which men have 

gone 9ut to seek. And doing the proper thing about it. 

cc/ 

~~~ 
Mrs. Madeline v:vn~chant 

P.S. Am a former newspaper person, and very proud of it. 

Am 39, but dress and feel some younger. 

Again, I must ask you .not to mention even the town from 

which this letter comes, as you may be endangering lives to 

so so. Simply ascertain my contributions, get some money to 

me, and wait. (Jl1rancis Jhnley l:iitJHwJ-f would give me a _gas 

budget, if he were not so close himself.) 

~ . 
\ 
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TO piRECTOR, FBI 

FROM :SAC, SJJ~ ANTONIO 
-- <; 

SUBJECTlROTECTION OF VITIJ., IH:3TJ:JLLTIONS 
BURE.W FILE if 6 5-5 8300 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Jc:muary 31, 1949 
DATE: . 

~. 8f3ll77 
At rccent ~':"eekly Intelligence Conferences of G:-2, ONI, OSI, and F.B.I., Jr'r­
in the Fourth :,rnry AreCJ., Officers of G-2, Fourth i\rmy h2.ve discussed the 
m.s. tter o.f7,"Un~dent~ied ~·~rcr?~ftn ()r "Unidemtified .Aeric.l·~honomen~'.' otherv1ise 
l:nown as~F1:yJ.Q_gJ)l~' _.t:=-.i•Flylr:tf_S~J.l.CE3_r~",_ and nD.::.lls of F1re11 • .'1'..!-~.s_!'-~Cl_t_!:~-~ 
_:hs. ~c. o_n_s~ ~~:E>.r.. e_d.. -~-o.P.. _i,_t;-_c_ r_r:.:r:J.)Y. :~fl!. £.e.~I~~n.c" c. _o_r~f.i<;: e.!:~-- .l?.f~ -~9.i:..h.. .. tl!. e_ j::_:O:"':;'~,.-~;t!.cl_ _th ~ 
Air Forces. ~ ....... ,_,-.. -...... -... - .. ...._.. __ 
J;t is 1:Jcll lmovm thc.'t:. thE-re hr..ve been during the p2.st tv10 ~re2,rs re~Jorts from 
the various pc;.rts .of the country of· th6 sit;hting of unidentified o.Gri2l 
objects v1hich have been cr,lled in ne1iiS~)<'cper po_:i.~l<:.nce 11flying discs'' c:md 
"flying sCJ.ucers". The first such sightings 1ilGre rqortcg from Sweden, and 
it Yio.s thought tha.t the objects, the nD.ture of YJhich vJ.::\s unknoun, might hc;,vc 
origimcted in l(ussia. 

In July 1948 an unidentified aircr2.ft YJC.s 11 seen 11 by an E2.stGrn •:~irlines 
Pilot e.nd Co-Pilot e>.nd one or nwre passengers of the E2.stE.:rn Lirli...'1.cs Plru1e 
ovc;,r :Li:ontgomcry, ,a.::J:>e:.me.. This <:circrc;.ft ne>.s re~.)ortcd to be of o.n uncon­
VGntionc:..J. type •ilithout nings o.nd rcsE.nblcd gc.nG:i.'c.lly a 11 rocl;:ct ship" of the 
type depicted in comic strips. It v;:::.s reported to h<:ve had y;indons; to 
h<.~vc been Llrgcr thr.n the Eo.stcrn ;.irlincs plonc, n.nd to hc.vc been tro.vding 

..::1 c.t .:m cst.imo.ted speed of 2700 milc.s en hour. It D.ppG2.rcd out of 2. thunder- < . 
hc2.d ahead of the &.stern Airlines plDnc c:nd immcdie>.tcly dis.:tpper,rcd in c.nothe~ ; 
cloud nCcrrovfly missing 2. collision rdth the :So.stcrn :{,irlincs )lwc. No ~ 
sound or air disturb.:cncc y:as noted in connection nith this c,})pcc.rcncc. d , l 

During the }),-,_ st h1o months various sightings of unc~;:j_jl.::.incd ph0nomeno. hc.ye -- -­
bccm rc9ortcd in the. viCinitJ" of the LE.C. Inst..c'lllc.tion o.t Los i~lcmos, 
Ncn l . .icxico, 11hcrc these phenomcnc. no1·1 c.;;)pc<'.r to .-b-0 conccntr.:-.tcd. During 
Dcc6filbcl' l9L:.8 en t[lG 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, llth, 13, JJ;-t.h, 20th o.nd 28th 
sightings of uncxpl2.incd phenomeno. ncrc ;;.1c.dc nc~.r Los :'>lC'Jnos by Spccicl 
.:.gents of the OfficG of Spcci<'.l Invcstig.:::.tion; ".irli.J.1c Pilots; l!iilit;;.ry 
£'ilots, Los J,leJllos .3ccurity Ins~x.ctors, c..nd privo.t.c citiz6ns. On ((1>=, 
Jcnuc-.ry 6, 1949, <mother similc.r object was sit;htcd in the sc-.mc E'.ro::.; · 

Dr. LINCOI.r-J L". P •. z, c. I.Ietcorologist ef some notG, hc~s been gGncrc:dly in 
chcTge of the •bservr:tions ncc.r Los •• lrJnos, 2.tt6li1?ting to l6c.rn ch.:::.rc,ctcr­
istics of the W16Xpl.c,incd phmomcn<'.. 

Up to this t:L11c little concrete inform::.tion hc:s bcGn ob~t2.incd. 

JEJ:md · 

~~ SL-100-7 545 '1 ;:if ~c~,:5Wl ;Pe>.scf~fl?.~)' 
))) •. I''' D··~~ll. "S 11('2.1)-f~ 

t..... '-"-

Houston (2) 

Little Rock (2) 
OI:lc.home. City (2) 

II ;:-{r/ 
{/ <'I I 

- i 

v~ 

~-~/ 
'\~0 



•• 
DIRECTOll, FBI 1/31/49 

There b.i:.vc been day tic:lc sightings v1hich 2.re tentr.tivt.::l3r conside:ccd to Iio.ssibly 
·resemble the exhc~ust of some type of jet 1)ropcilcd object. Night-time sightings. 
hc.vc to.kcil the form of lights usur.ll;y described 2.s brillio.nt green, sil;lilc,r 
to c. grc611 trcific .sign<:'.l or green neon light. Some; reports incJ.icClte.d thd the 
lic;ht bcgc.n 2nd ended 11ith c:, red 'or or2.11ge fl&sh. Other reports hi.~.ve given the 
color c·.s red, uhitc, blu-Y;hite, n.nd yclloTJish :;rE.en. Trdling lights sane..: 
t.iJ:cs observed 2.re so.id to be red. The spcctrw11 cnc.l~rsis of onc light indicD.tcs 
thc.t it In2.y be c, copper coiit)ound of the t;ypc; lmmm to be used in rocl:ct 
cx_pcr:L:.1e.nts end v1hich co;~JL3tcly disinte.gro.:ccs Ul!On cx)losion_, lccving ne 
cle1.Jris. It is noted th.:·:c no debris hc:s ever bc6n Lnmm to be loc:.:.tGd 2nyuhere 
rcsultil'lg from the. uncx.;_)lcincd )hcnomcno.. 

Recent obsc;rvc:.tion"s h2vc indici:-.t.cd th.:::t the imidc;ntificcl phcnoacna tr2vGl .2t 
c. n:.tc of speed cstimo.tcd o.t 2. uinfE1L'l.r:l of thrcG Elilds )Gr second cmd o. mo.ximum 
of tiJGlV6 Dliles pcor second, or r. n$211 calculo.tcd speed of scvc;n 2.nd onc-ho.lf 
miles a second, or 27,000 miles nn hour.. Their reported course indicc.tcs thc,t 
they tr;:,vel on o.n Ec:.st - ~';est line- Hith )robability th:.·.t they c.)pl'oo.ch from 
the Northern :~uc.-.drc.nt, y;hich r1ould be the lc.st skgc of the c:;rGat circle route 
if the:• orit:;inc..tcd in Russi:~.. ·;:chen observed thci scc:,1 to be in level flight 
c..t c-. Leight of sh:: to ten 1c1ilcs c:.nd thuy tro:cvcling on ;,·. ~c·:nt;cnt to the Garth 1 s 
surfo.c8. Thc~r occ.:::sioni,ll~· dip ;-:,t the; c;nd of the pc,th ;::nd on b;o occcsions 
c. dcfi..J.itc vc;rticccl ch2ngc in )<.th v;o.s indic::tcd, These phonow::;nc:\ h2.vc not 
been l:nmm to hc··vc:: bcGn sighted, hm1cvcr; c.t .-::ny intGrmc;dic.tc _point bch;ccn 
HuBsir:c rilld Los i.lcJ~lOs, 1~ut only <::Ct the end of the flight toYJc.rd the e.pp2crGnt 
rrtc.rgetrr, · n2.mely, Los •. lOJnos. 

In every c2.sc but one 'the shc.pc of the objects ho.-s bean rcpo:ctcd c.s round 
in 2. point• o_f light 'idth 2. definite c.re~·, to the Ji.gh'C 1 s sourcs. One report 
gives :::: diz::.rnond sht:pc~ :mother indict:tcu thc.t tr;o.ilinc lights 2crc clont;;::tcd. 
The size is usu:·ll:r cou~JC.red to one-fourth the di;:-_:'Jcter of the full rn.oon_, end 
they l1.:~.VG <'.lso been CO!ilpc.rcd in size to 2. bc.S~(ct'ocll nith trciling Jic;hts tllG 
size of ·c:, b2.scbz'.ll. 

On no occr,sion hD.s sound been C'.ssoci2.tcd dircctl:r .with 
uncx;_:Jlc.inE.d sounds hc.vc been rclJOrtcd from Los ;_lc.inos. 
reports lk."cVG bscn reed vcd of the sighting of multiple 

the phcnoj~lcnc., but 
On t'.JO occ.:-.sions 

units. 

Some nine scientific rco.sons cere sk:tcd to eY.i.st YJhich indicc.tccl th<:.t the 
phcnomcn2. observed ,:.rG not due to. m<stcorites. ThG onl;;r conclusions rGC!.chcd 
thus fr.r 2.rc th:o.t the~· .::-.rc either hithcrte. unobscl'VGd n:-:tur:::-.1 phcnomcnr.-, or ·l. 
thc.--.t thc~r c.rc n1-:-.n iiL?.dc, iTo scientific cxpcr:UilCnts ::,rC: Lnmm to exist in t,his 
country v1hich could give. rice to such phenomcn2. • 

.... 2 
/ 



•• • 
DIRECTOR, FBI l/31/49 

LI:'s. li:JJELII!E G;/YNNE IIET..CH.'J:YT· rr,::.s the subject of a letter from the . .l.tl<mtD. office 
to the BUl'cc..u dc.tcd il.ugust 10, 1948, ontitlod, 11liliDELIEE G-:YNIJE_ LIEFWEJJ~T; 
IIIFOPJ>ILTIOJ:J CONCEIUIIl'TG. 11 

She hr.s v1ritten many letters to liilitary l.uthorities concerning her theories 
rcgecrding .:~tomic Energy~, S!!f; h. c. :c,\;.ncre.lly been considered unrclie:.blc arid 
)Ossibly mentally unbe.l2.nccd. She, however, has submitted to Military 
authorities the only theory thus f2cr knov1n that has c.n~t credibility <':tt all, 
n<:,Hcly, thc.t the. lights e.rc ;_wnifsste.tions of cosmic r.::,ys ·which arc .directed 
tovmrd 2. specific .point. She further theorizes thc.t such r::ws r.J.c:y intcrfer6 
':lith 'the ignition of' Elotors 2.nd m.<:.y account for vo.rious une:x~pl2.incd air cr2.shcs. 

Thc above is subi:litted i'or the confidcntic,l informe.tion of th6 Burc.:,u and 
offices to nhieh copies of this letter 2.re dircc'tcd so thc.t thcs6 offices mc~r 
E.:Vaulo.te 2,ny such rcpol'tS the:r J:lC:·.y hc.vc rccGivcd or mo.:;,. receive in the future. 

I'~ is no"t;.cd tl12·.t the Folirth· ,;l.r.my ho.s the rcsponsibilit;:;r of' ln'ot:cctin.g vitc,l 
insto.llr,tions c:J:, Los •• 12 .. mos, I'Jcv: l.Icxico, s .... ndia B::-,se, ]\JeT; l~6Xico, c:nd C::,,':~ 
Hooc:,. Texas. L.ny infor;·.1ation developed should be expcditiousl:" trr,nsmittcd to 
G--2, Four-th ~-).:::~-,-.:r. 

H. j_.:, fur'i:,hcr noted thc:,t G-2 c.nd O.S.I. arc activGl:;r ·3ngc,ged in invcstig2,ting 
thir3 111.:.tter• No invcstig.::/c,iop is bGinc conducted oy this office. 

3 

.~ 



1515 • 9th St. 

~iehita Falls, Texas 

Aug. 5, 1948 -

Publisher, 

Atlanta Journal, 

Atlanta, Georgia. 

Dear Sir: 

On July 25, 1948, I mailed a letter enclosing .35 cents in coin 

and an airmail self-addressed envelop to your eiretllation department, asking 

for tear sheets of the Atlanta Journal containing the stories on a "strange" 

or "~r~"sterious 11 aircraft seen aear Montgomery, Alabama, July 24, 1948, by two 

pilots, Oap't o. s. Chiles and John B. Whitted, of the Eastern Air Lines. 

1'hese have not arriv~~· _ .!..~a.ske.d for . two copies--each of the- st·ories. 
; ·- ... - ·- ___... 

Enclosed is an additional -.35 cents, and another stamped self-ad­

dressed envelop. Will you kindl7 see that your circulation department com-

plies With this simple request? 

I assure you that my interest in the above stories is prompted by 

interest in the defense of our countr.y, and you are hereby given my fullest 

permission to turn this letter re~esting the copies of the stories over to 

the :r.BI, should you wish. 

Thanking you very ~indl7, I am, 

cc/Agent-In-Ohar§e 
Federal Burean of Investigation 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Sincerel.7, 

/s/ Mrs. Madeline Gw7nne Merchant 
Mrs. Madeline Gw,rnne MerChant 



The incident was; I believe, an important one. And tho'Q&h I have 

already made reports to MaJ. Sidney 1iewburger of Los Alamos and to General 

Handy, I would appreciate the :fUller newpaper stories appear1n~ 1n the 

press there. Thanking y-ou k1ndl7, I am, 

Sincerely, 

/a/ Mra. Madeline ~e Merchant 
Mrs. Madeline Gwynne Merchant 



1515 - 9th St. 

Wichita Falls, Texas 

Aug. 5,_ 1948 

~nt-In-Oharge, 

Federal !areau of lnTestigation, 

Atlanta, Georgia. 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed is a carbon of a letter re~esting tear sheets of the un-

usual aircraft eeen near Montgomery, Alabama, July 24, 1948, stories con-

cernir:~& which were carried by A:P and UP, originating in Atlanta. 

It 'JDl!JY have been oversight by someone in the circulation dep' t of 

the Atlanta Journal, or it mq haTe been "alarm" tha~t:~·-~a:_wo~m~a~.n~~:!5!.o:PJL.!~-.,~~..;.....--= 
~---··,_.:.i:···-

- type of information, even though it was published, and there-

by open information. 

ETen thou,;h I cann~t identify myself to the Atlanta Journal publisher 

or staff, I can to you. I have worlted independently on the problem of aerial 

missiles, of which I believe this was an example, with all MF data coing di­

rectly to officials and members of the security office of the Atomic Energy 

Oomm., Los Alamos Atomic ProJect, Loa Alamos, N.M., and to hi«}l members of 

the War Department, including Gen. Thomas T. BandT. Fourth u. s. A.rrq Com­

mander, Ft. Sam Houston, Tex., head of this Ue s. Army district. 
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