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,. '"JTA.: .OARD F OR M NO. 64 ~ · . 

, ~ Office Memorc;;'ndttm 
.(y 

• .. UNITED STA'1'ES GOVERNMENT 

· ·. -. · 

. .. ,, . 

TO . . Director,· FBI DATE : . Nove::1ber 19, 19!17 . 

. ' ' 
SUBJECT: :!:.!AD.SLI?-3 G71HirlE ' 7-.·G:RCH.A . .t"T T . 

A TOr.UC EI:SRGY ACT 
1., -· .. . . ,..;:i . . 

. _ ... -r 
. . On October 14, 19~7 Mr. P. ~J.>'JUV'EirAL, Security Officer, 

Tinkor Field, · Oklano:.~ Cit:r, acivised. this office that the above named i::1dividuai 
. a ppeared at Tinker Field on that .date, atte:nptinr; to obtain e.:.:1ploy-~nt as a 
Press .1._:;ent at a reported salary .of .appro:~imately .~7 ,200 a year . She >'l::J.S 

i!lterviewed by fr. Jli'V3EAL under the protext of being a ?e'r3onnel Coun:;elor, 
fJ.._nd she ad.-ised that she 'had been :,~riting; articles on ato!.1ic, nuclear, ionic, 
and ray war:fare i'or tre :Ato::lic Energy Commission. These artie 1e s had been sub!:li tted 
to the 'iiar Depart:nent for ATC. She clai."':l.ed to have been in close contact .·<7ith · 
scientists · of Los. Alamos, New Mexico, and • her divorced husband, BENSOU>IlERCHlUIT, 
one of the ori;;i:nal. engineers at that ·facility. She a1s'o clai!nOd to be in close 
contact with FBI A~ent F3i,JJER '(phonetic) · at Santa Fe, He;1 r1exico. Hrs • . t~;?..CF.:..AriT 
advi~ed that she ;-:as pre~ently . re~i:iip.g with her nother, Mrs. H. y -TIT.:::RS, 918 
N'ortneast 18th Street, O.daho:Ja C~.ty. / . 

' ; 

Mr. J'UV'SNAL . ~dvis~d. tm t !BRCRO..NT did not give any infor:n.s.tion 
'i'lhich oon1d be : construed ,as co~fide::ttial,~ 'but clai::led to have Tiri tten articles 
under her r::~aiden· ·,na:ne :, hli'i.D~-~~;}~! .. '!.X(YJft~ ,. o:n~var.~o~~ theories,~ and that tha s e 
articl~s had r:1et with -nide aoclai:u • . \ !r. ·:·JlJ~iiAL e :-:pressed the opinion that 

. Mrs. :,tE~cnA!iT >o;as probaoly a . psychopathic case. She clai..iled that she was well 
knoun to the FBI, .~c, and u. s. ·Army. · 

By teletype. dated October 14:, 1Q47 the El Paso Office was 
requested to fUrnish this office >lith any information in their files .concerning 

. Mr:; • lliRCR.;N'r. 

By t .eletype of the sa.-:le date the :Dl .Paso Office advised 
that Mrs. UADELH1E G·;,Y:!I'!J.lE J,3J.CBJDT r.ad visited the Santa Fe Resident ._;,p;,ency, 
at which ti~e she advised that she had received several reports concerning 
light objects .seen at ni.:;h.t and follO'.'Ied by explosions. She clairred to . be a 
stude:::rt of radio "./!aves a21d reportedly disc:1ssed the above flying objects v1ith 
officials of AEC', Los Alenos, ):Te71 ~xico, including SIDH'SY NEf,BZRG:sR, Chief of 
Intelli ,;ence. I/BRC!L\~IT YJas also reported to have written tha · Secretary of ~·!ar 

· and other governmerrt; .officials cor::.cerning her the()ries. The El Paso Office 
advised that · ofr'ic is.ls of t~ A:SC, Los Ala.>nos, consider ?.ERC~liT' to be unreliable 

. o.nd possibly not well balanced mentally.· 
r · . ·r --

. , . 'f~c{··:c.t c;~-~ '. _., -.. ·.· . \)\·~'-'' . . . . . . . 'fl.r. ' --· . . ' . ·._;,:, ' ~' . I . .C1 ·;'(f' I 
;fo~\- .! o· ~ ··· ....... ~ ; ]·,'<· ·~•;: > ~··~ _J t j 11··r/ ~ . ~'?'P ---, 

/l 'ti ' ' ~ _ . .\~' · . . '···f (J •. . " ·. "' 'i'~'"D; !_.,......- --· ---_, ~(~) ·:~~>-- ::.·-~ ,~. •'-·-:-·~iY\ I· ·- ':fi~1 . ... :::_ ,- :i . ! 

L1-- _...,...-- . ' . . I '\ I .\~ NUV :::..N i':J i+- ~ ·. '·' 

'G >-__...,.. · ·:-. : . ALUN~ORMATIONCONTAiNED i ."/
1

,- ')J.. \.>(, .. 
~ .. ~\ ·. 

_:":· \ 

.. 
,/ 

' . 

... -:...... ..'"'..:·.:. , •t ,.; • .(. ·.~ · , , _ .. ~ . . · ... ....... ~. __ . .. ,..._..J..~ 

I , 

' ...... . 

. 

... J 

r/ 
' \I 
i 
!( 
I. 

I 
i, 
; 

l 
i 
'l 
t: 

- j, 

r ·· 
; 

.. .. 



. .. 

,. 

Director, FBI 
Re: Madeline Gwynne Merchant 

Atomic Energy Act 

November 19, 1947 

On October 22, 1947 ¥rs. MERCR~NT pe rsonally appeared at the 
Oklahona City Office, at ·which time she stated that she wanted to report that 
on October 10, 1947 a disc vms sighted north of Oklahoma City by her step-father 
and mother. This disc was traveling from the east, apparently going in a semi
circle to the northeast. She requested that this information be furnished to the 
Bureau for tra.nsmi ttal to appropriata··Army officials. 

It was apparent that Mrs. MERCHANT is suffering from some 
mental disorder and it vms noticeable that she has dropsy. It is not ' believed 
that she is reliable and no investigation will be conducted by this dffice. 

CC: El Paso 

DRS:bnm. 
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SAO.; Okl11homa 01 ty 

UADELlNB Gwrtl?m UlmO!JA.~ 
AZm.h:C M'ItGY ACt 

. On Ootob0r 14., 19~? :.tr. P. u • .JUVE'NAL~ SOol.irity' O!'t'iooP. 

a 

finko~ Fiold• Oklahoma City• ndviood th1e off1oe tha~ ~~o abave ~94 1nd1Vid\~l 
4ppoarod at Til:lkor FUlld on that date, e.ttet'lp'bin5 to obta1n empl~nt o.a a 
Prooa Agent c.t a· reported salary of ap.,~itnatoly &7 ,roo l\ y"a~. She -~ 
intervt.owad by Mr. JUVEllAL UndeF too p~text o.r bo1ng n Pcr80m1Bl atn1nsciloJ', 
and she ndvi.tied toot shs bad beon wr1tlng ut1olea on atoinie, n\,icleu, l~q:, · 
f.u'ld . ra1 wnttf~r"e . t .'?r t!r) Atomi? Jroergy c&m.eoi.J)n • . ~~ae article' a held · ooe,~· ~u~tt-ed 

· to th.a 'Mlr- ~p!lrtinBilt for A'fO, She· olaimed to have -- b8en in oloao contucro \11th 
seirlmt1ets ol' ~ Al:mos• :New . ·Yexi~o; and her d1vor~d huriband, · 13E~sdii U,ERoH,AnT, 
~ of' ~ orl~inal. engittecra at toot fi\oUity• sh9 al$o · lllaim4. to ~ -m· ol.ooe 
oot'\taot -wtth 'FBI Agent Fm~ (phonetic) at Santa F~; . ·now tiudco. , JbtB •. Ir4m!iAU'l' 
adv~ed that shs ma _ pl"f!.lsent~y rad~ip& with M.r not~r, Mro • .ir. B{~S, 9l8 
Northtle.st l6th - S~t• Oklahoma City. · .. · . . - . . 

\ . -l&r~ JUV?lUAL adv~e.c! t'ta t l.lERcHAm did not gi~ ~1. -intol'iiia.tion 
·.micb ·oou.ld ~ oonatr.wd· e.u oontidontial, bu1;- olaimDd- to- tui'Vtf writt•n · a:ri)i:Ol.Gu 
undO¥" . her mtiiden name"t t:iAt:mLUJE GWYmm1 on vnrioWi· thsoJios • and t~at th&~e · · 
vtioletJ mtd met With ~ide f!Oolaim• Mr. ~UVENAL o~~ptcinaod . _too opbi1on . t~'li . 
Mrs .• MrlRCHANT. was pro'tlQ.bly a . payohopathiQ oaae·. Shfi ~lnimd that ·:a~ \'ina well 
knpm'i ·to tl'll -PBI .. A¥0• . an(l u. s. , A~. · · · 

. . 

·ay tqlotypo d~ted Ootobor 14* 1947 tl'-.9 · Sl'~eo . Oftioe .Wt\S 
~equaatod to furnish· thia otfio$' with . e.ny·~ 1n£ormat1on ·in >iiheir . r11e.' ocmcp_rnillg 
Mrs.: MEROHANf • . . . 

. By tm~type .o.r tho oQmS elate 1!he ml .~so Of!'1oo. ~had 
tbflt , Y,rc. , fi!ADELI~ GiiYNtlB imn.oaABT had vieii!od _tllO Santl\ FO - ~oident Ageroyt 

.at Whi6h time. S~ ndv1fi,od that she; ~Cld re~oived: ami-41 ~pent ~H:,nceMiints · 
light ot>jects. soon e.t :nigh~ tUld followod by - e~ploaiOn&. · 8~ :olaim~ t "o be &. 

. ~tu4ent : of· radio wt\~e a.nd ~~diy . dia!'us~()d . th~ .above £lyin~ obj~~te . w1 th 
offioials · ot .AEC. LOs Alemna• IlEn9 MeXJ.oo, ~c.luding SIONEt J.'Il'roD~O~R; O}liot· ot 
Int.0ll~ge~. 'M!ffiORAlrt'mli aloo t'opor~d to haw· written the ~cni.taey ct W!Ar 
end · ~thoi' goverilloont ottioiali!t oon.Ott~in8 . her theOl'!o~,. The Bl ~no Ottico 
advised ,iJhat ot'f'ioio.is- of .the AOO, LOo. Alamoa, oono14or M'eRCHA1n' t~ -be WU'eliabl.O 
and posBibly 11ot 1!8011 balanoo~ ~ntally. · · . 

NW#:58950 Docid:34278200 

ALL ~NFORMATION CONTAINED 

HERE7tJ[JC/&CL.ASSlFtED AlrP 
DATE · BY~ a.lJ CC.U -
.-·- · ~~ 



i ' 

' 

·Dil"GGtor; FBI 
Ro 1 .'lil't.t&tline 'GVymw 1t0ro~ht 

Ato• "?.;mt"gy Acf; · 

,, . ,. 

;:}\~ 

- --~--=-- =--::::===::~== 

: · on: OCtobG~ !2• ltM?l'~• t~CaJ.W'l' ~.~sonally a~~e4 nt ~be 
0kla!l~ C1ty Ot£1~:, n.t wh1ob ti:e she.' atat{J~ thMl soo utl~ted t'io rcFO:$ :tha~ . 
on Ootoboll' H;)• 19~1 a di'" $& s1ghtod notth ·of G.t;:'iahQm City by her $~~.fat}Wr 
au ·motb&r:.· This dis'4 ms travelirJg tro:s tOO. eut~ ~.ppa.:reatlJ en~g in a · s~~ 
ci:-ole 1W :tho: ~o,..t'baaat.- tn\0 Nquosted tht\t thifJ ,tuforts.tiou -~ tumighod, ~ ·~lJG 
~~au ;f.o!' tr~nmld:ttal t ·o .6ppi"-Q}.)riat:o A~ .Qfiif.)li\la . .-: 

·It ~a ~p.pitnra.t that. ;lln. ~ft 10 s .b-f!'erlns ~ ·:1·~ 
-~1 d1s()J'dm· a."ld it: -.c notlcua:'ble that -s~ hM dv-oJ~Sy• lt itJ· n~ beltowJd 
that at. te- rolitiblo ·em no 1l'l'msttgat1on mll. -be· uondtte.t04 .bll thi$· otticrt)• 

··tm:Sabzln 
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STANDARD F ORM NO. 6.( - c""' _ . . 
Office Memor;;;dum 

::OM :: :: :: ::CHER ~ 

• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATE :November 19, 1948 

. /" . . 

i 1 .~AK . SU~JECT: MRS. MADELINE G\vYNNPMERCHANT 

!! ~'~~ 

ALL INFORMATION CONT.A,.H<l'af"' '\ wr. rcl son J 
HERE#~Ct.ASS!FIED-> - . :: ~i.!; '- . j wr. Clav!n--

DATE BY~63D'T ~~~or-;-- ·.'' 

I 
\ . 

r 
I : 

I ~ 

f 
. ...-

• .. I y,; Jf/ 2 :: ~=~~ ·. 
~~ wr. Egan . 

Mr. Ournea· 
llr. Harbo - _-

~- Attached is a req_uest from the Army Air Forces for an investiga-
tion into the 11 background, objectives and reliability11 of the -captioned 
subject. 

A review of Bureau files reflect in file 117-286-1 that !vir. p. 
Juvenal, .Security Officer, Tin..J.;:er Field, Oklahoma City, ad vi sed on Oct 
1947, that in his opinion Mrs. Merchant was probably a psychopathic cas . 

wr. uohr -
llr. PeM lngton 
.wr. Quinn Tanrn
Tele . Room . -
llr. Nea5a -
JJl aoHo~ 
Ul 5 o&nc!y-

/ --

· File 6~83894 Serial 37 contains information wherein Mr. Sydney Newburge 
Chief of Security and Intelligence for the AEC a~ Los Al~os, stat~d off1ci s 
of the AEC consider the subject unreliable and probably not well balanced. -~ · 
In the same seria~, the El Paso office stated Mrs. l-1er~hant personally apJ.?ea}L1di-, 
at the Oklahoma c~ty office of·the Bureau on October 2~, 1947, to repor~ ~orma-
tion concerning Uflying disks 11 • It is stated: '\\). - ~ 

11 It was apparent Nrs. Merchant is suffering from some mental disorder · 
and it was noticeable that she has dropsy. It~is not believed that 
she is reliable •.••• " 

A card is maintained in the Crime Records Section of the Bureau indicat
ing that Mrs. Merchant may pe mentally ill. 

ACTION: \ 
In view of the above information, the Army Air Forces may not desire 

that the investigation requested be conducted. It is suggested that this 
memorandum be directed to the Liaison Section and the substance of the 8,bove 
be orally furnished to the Army Air Forces at which time a determination should 
be made as to whether that Agency still desires·- any action taken in t_his matter. 

NW~:58950 Docid:34278200 
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December 9> 1947 
.BY SPECIAL USSSEnGER 

. ~vru . 
\ ~ Ci\ ··4J. To: Atomic L'norgy Comnission 
! 
i 
I 

I 
l. 

\I 
,I 

I' 
' . 

I 
' 

From: 

Room 38, Public Health I.W.ldlng 
uashington, D. c. 

Attention: Rear Admiral John E. Oingrich 
Director or Security and Intelligence 

John Bdgar Hoover, Dirac tar, .Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subject: t:.ADELD-lE GWYNNE MBRCHAHT 

i!r. r. }5. JUvenal, Security -Officer, Tinker Fiold_, Oklahoma City, 
has advised t ha Oklahoro City Office of this .Bureau that Mrs. Merchant appanred 
ut Tiriker Field on October 14, 1947 and attempted to obtain CI!lpleyment aa a 
Press Agent at a reported salary .of $7,200.00 a year. 

In an intervie-a ulth Mr. Juvenal, she advised that she had been 
-ertting articles on atomic, nuclear, ionic, and ray warfa~ for the Atanic 
Energy Corrurtss ion. She clai:mad to be 1n close contact vr.ith sc1£mtists at 
Lo~ ..tU.amos and stated tl~'l.t her divorced husband, .Benson Merch.,·mt, was one o£ 
the origiro1 enginee-rs at tmt facility. !!r. Jlivenal advised that Mrs. 
l!erchant did not give any informatiOn i!hich coul.d bo cona_trued as confidential, 
but claililed to ha·ve written articles ·under hoi maiden name, Madeline Gtzynna, 
on various theories and that these articles had met with Wide acclaim. Yr. 
Juvenal was of the opinion t.l!ut r.tra. l!erc..'J.ant was probably a pcy-chepathic case. 

The files of this Burenu reflect that !irs. lierchant contacted the 
El Paso Office ~nd advised that ahe had received several reports _ concerning 
lig._<-it objects seen at night and follo-;;ed by exp~osions. She claimed to be a 
student of radio waves and reportedly discussed flying objects with officials 
of the Atomic En-~rgy Com!llission at Los Alamos, including ur. S~dnuy NeVJbarger. 
She nlso claimed to hava writ ten the Secretary af War and other Government 
officials concerning her theori~s. The El. Paso Office has advieed that officials 
or the Commission at I;..-a AJ..amos cons~r Mrs. Merchant to be Ullreliable and 
possibly nqt well balanced mentally. rx.u. 111- 1-¥(,-') - . . 

CWB•AM 
Yr. Tol son · • 
Ill'. E. A. Tamn 
Mr; Cl egg 
llr. Gl avl-n -
Mr . Ladd -
!Ill" . Nicho l s 
Y.r . Rosen - . 
ur. -rracv--:Ar . I:::gan ___ _ 

Mr . Gurnea 

--
<. 
'-

• 
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'" STA~DARO FORM NO. 64 

" ·c: ~. _ . 0 
Office Memoran~um . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : Director, .FBI DATE: October 28 1 1949 

. 
FRO SAC, Oklahoma C~ ty 

SUBJ . MADELINE GWYNNE(VMERCHP.NT 7 -/ 
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT ALL INFORMATION CONT AlNED . 

HEREIN lS UNCll·S::;\F \ED . ' ? 
Remylet 1~/19/47. DATE&/4~ 8Y -~_J~Of!(_~ 

. . . t5t.J ?' 
By letter dated 11/25/47 the Butte office forwarded to this office the 

original and a carbon copy o~ questionnaire received· by WILLIAll D. TALLEY, 
Canyon County Coroner, Nampa, Idaho, on November 20, 1947, apparently fran the 
ab6ve captioned individual, Who gave her address as 918 N.E. 18th St., Oklahoma 
Ci ty, Oklahoma. Enclosed herewith is the carbon copy of the questionnaire, and 
this office is in possession of the original. · 

The Butte office in their letter of Nove.mber 25, 1947, advised that an 
explosion caused by. butane gas leakage occurred. at Nampa, Idaho, on November 15, 
lS47. Five persons were killed, 50 ~~re injured, and three buildings ~~re 
demolished as a result of the explosion. Mrs. FAY DORR, a ~~tress in the 
Canyon Cafe, across the street from the explosion, reported to the newspapers 
the.t she thought she had seen "a ball of fire" at the time of the explosion. 
Mr. TALlEY advised the Butte office that he had interviewed Mrs. DORR relative 
to the "ball of fire" and that it was. ccncluded that Mrs. DORR had seen the 
reflection of the blast in a window of the Canyon Cafe. 

The Butte office requested the Oklahoma City office to ascertain fram 
Mrs.- MERCHANT her reason for desiring information regarding the "ball of fire" 

' ~and why she requested this infonnation be sent to the FBI Agent at Santa Fe, 
New Mexico. · By letter dated December 29, 1947, this office forwarded to the 
Butte office the information contained in referenced letter to the Bureau, and 
no investigation was conducted by this office since it appeared Mrs. MERCHANT' 
was not reliable and was possibly suffering from some mental disability. 

The Butte office by letter dated October 7, 1949, advises they had re
ceived correspondence fram the above captioned on July 25, 1949, in which she 
desired information be furnished the nearest Military Security Office in that 
area in regard to sevenV-shaPed objects that Were sighted over the Mountain Home 
Desert, which is near Boise• Idaho, on July 24, 1949, by an unidentified pilot. ~ 

1 
The Butte office advised MERCHANT claimed she had received this infor.mation in 
the Daily Okle..h...9.l:IUW.. news paper dated July 2 5, 1949. · . . 

~LOSURE ATTAOtilV#. : · · · · 
-;~,. .' Enclosed with Subject's letter wa~ a "data sheet" containing 18 questions 
/. ' i~h pertained to V-shaped objects, and ··accord::i..ng to the Butte letter, these 
I - ·questions were very similar to· 't -he !da~' ~~~}.red by Air Force Intelligence Offices 

1 in regard to flying saucers, discs and o·thEi;-1 ~.imilar flying objects. The Butte 
• office has advised Subject desiredfiP:~ ,c~cknowledgment to her correspondence, but 

:! reqttested the completed questionnaire ~-b'~Cforwarded to appropriate military security 
~~aujhorities. The Butte office has advised t his information was furnished Ar.my 

~~~::e (s5~o-2os) RECORDED- 130 . . f II 7~ ~ r' -:3 
' 'A~~ ~ B - lr 

·~ ~tlis:m ·· rNDEXEo. 130 12 ocr ~949 
~11-s • .. . EX-3 . 

~\ 
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authorities at Great Falls, Montana, Air Base; Hill Field Air Base, Ogden, Utah; 
McCord Field~ Wadlington; and the Salt Lake City ·office • . 

On October 3,_ 1949, ·the Butte office ·received correspondence from. the 
Inspector General, AAF, 15th District, OSI, Great Falls. Air Force Base, Great Falls, 
Montana.·. Enclosed with this correspondence to the Butte office was a letter from 
the OSI, USAF, Which advised that Subject associates with knovm Communists, and· 
is considered dangerous, and further that Subject's letter was being' forwarded 
to the Air Materiel Section for eva+uat~on. The Butte office requested the · 
Oklahoma City office to obtain all information in possessio~ of the Headquarters 
Office, OSI, at Washington, D.C., concerning Subject's association with known 
Communists. 

-- ; -

The Oklahoma City office has , no information conoerning Subject not already 
provided to the Bureau in referenced letter, except that one Mrs. MADELil>l"EGVYNNE 
MERCHANT, by letter to this offtce dated August 2, ~948, advised she had attended 
Oklahoma University in the Spring of 1935, at which time she had ~attended lectures 
given by one Dr. EATON (possibly identical with HOWARD 0. EATON, Profe,ssor of 
Philosophy.) Subject stated she was suspicious of Dr. EATON since he had r~cam
~ended to her as his student, that she give serious considerati9n to Socialist 
or. State O¥mership of all property. She advised tha.t he also suggested that such 
a change in concepts might be effected by legislation, and should that not be 
effective, "mild force 11 or "mild revolution11 might have to occur. 

The files of this office reflect HmVARD, ~TON was Faculty Adviser of 
' the Equal Education Committee at the University of O~lahama• which, according to 

informants, is controlled by Communist Party m~mbers. · 
J 

/ 

In~view of the above, the Bureau is requested to obtain fran the Head-
qu~rters of OSI any informationc they have concerning Subject and/or her association 
with known Communists. No investigation will be conducted by this office 

· inasmuch as it appears from information in the file that she is mentally unbalanced • 

.. 

.... . 
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Director, F'BI 

SAC, Oklahcmn City 

MADELINE GTIYNNE MERCa~NT 
AT0'.1IC ENERGY ACT 

Remylat 11/19/47. 

October 28, 1949 

ALL INFORMA11oN CoNTAINED 
HER~I~:lASSIFIED ~ 
VATE '6Y (ei?Jo ~ 

' ~ 
By letter d,ated 11/25/47 tha Butta of£1~ i'onvn~ed to this office the 

original and a carbon .oopy of questionnaire i"cooi ved by w:ILLIAM D. TALlEY 11 

canyon county Coroner, Nampa., Idaho., on november :m. 1~47, apparently rrc:rn tb,e 
above captioned individual, me gavo her addraao aa 918 N.E_. 1E3th s_t.; Oklahoma 
City. Oklahoma.. Enclosed- l).erewith is the carbon copy of tho queotionnaira, and 
this <r.f.f.1c0 ia in posaas~1on of the original; 

The Butto office in th~1r lattsr of Uove:noor 25, 1947, advised that an 
explosion ce.usod by butane -go.s . leakage ocaurred' at.N~pa, I4~l}o, on Hovambor 15, 
1947. F~ve p3rsons we~ ki-lled, 60 \>-ere injured·, ,wid three Wildings ~are 
demoiished as a roaultof the- explosion., :ura. FAY DOIU\• a · ~itrasa 1n the
Co,nyon Cafe, e.ciro3s the etre~t : fr9m : ih,e e:it>.-loSi9n 11 r~po~d ·to· the newspapers 
that she .t}~ought she -had· seen "a ball of fire'r ·at .tlvl _. tlme of ·the -:explol!lion. 
Mr. TAt.IBY advised the. Butte office that he '-ha.d ·· ii1terV!ewd· Yrs ·. DORR rela.tivo 
to I th~ 11bali of firo 11 and' thtit it¥"wns omeluded :that 'Mra.· DORR -had · B9en tha 
reflection o.r the blast in a window of thG Ciinyon Cafe. . . . . ·.· . . .... . ~ . . . . 

The Butt~ .9i'fice .rGqueated tho Okla~:<J!ln. City ·9ff;ice 't_;o aacertain from 
t~rs. 'MERCHANT :her r~aso~ for, ·deSiring information' :regardiilg ·tho "bal:l ·Of' fire" 
a.nd why she requested this inf'ohilatian bo aont ~tO ··th.O F-Bi .. Agent ·at . Sf,Ulta· F~ 11 
New ll~xico~ By .letter ~ated'D~combar.29, 1947• this ,;oi'fi<?a ··rorvJS.rded to the 
Butte office the ' uifo~:tna1_;1on OOnttiiried in referenced: lett~r to · the !Ji?,rae.u, and 
no invast:i.ga.tion v;ao .ocinduo~d by .this .of~ioe- Dinoe it appoa'red· Mrs • MERCHANT 
;:.as not l"eliable and wris ' pooatbly suff'ering ... frarr:aoo.p;o ·!!'.ental' disability. 

T11o :Butte of~i'ee l?Y l.Gttor dated o.ot9ber ·1., 1~9, ad,Yises ·they hL\d re
ceived oorraspondeneo · fl"an ,: the above enpt~On.ed on .JUly 25• · 1949,. in. 'llhich she 
desired iiu'o:nnntion 'bS.' .tur'nishod the 'nearest Military Soourity Offioo in thAt 
a.ron i~ rqg~ ~o· ·seven v ~ah!\:~~l C!bjcots.~ that .vior~ .~igbtod 9var . tho Mountain Hooa 
Desert, wh1oh ia neer Boise·, . Ido.ho, on ;July ?4, 1~9, ·.ey an ·. unideiltl:f!ed pilot. 
The Butta 'off'ioa advised .-MERCHANT ola.ilOOd she 'had. reoaived this inf'ormntion in 
tho Daily Okl~oman neWspaPer ·'dO. ted July .25, 1949. · · 

' ' 

Enclosed ·with S\lbjeot •a · latter w:as ~ . · ~ 1da't;a Bheotrr .conta1J:ling 18 quaationa 
vlhioh portninod ' t? V•s~poo ()bjeeta, a.tl~ aqoording·to .t~O · Butt·e · la~t~rD·theae 
questions .mre very simpar ·to· the data ·desired by A~r 'Forea Intopiga!-}oe Officaa 

. in regard to .flying 6C.UCOrS 1 . . diBCS .and ,other Btmi.~r flying ·objcot.e.. rho Butto 
oi'fioe 'has advised· Subject (lesir.ed· no ackno.;;~OdfP3nt ;to· her; coJ:Tospondenao; but 
r(lqucsted . tho· completed· quostiorina~~ ·be f'or~~ad to. ap~r,<;>priate miii fury · socuri ty 

;;:~::::::~:06~tte offioo hO.o advised tnta irirormatl;on m.a turnird A~y 

fiHSil~) \ 

n7-3 --- -·-- ·- -------- - - - - . -- .\. - · \L ___ __.J 
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authorities e.t Great Fo.lla, Montana~ Air Baso; Hill Field Air Ba13ell Ogdao, Utah, 
MeCord F'iald, f:'a:tt ingtonJ and the Salt take Cit~ office. 

On Ootober 3• 1949. tho Butte o:f'f'ice received corraspondonoo fro:a the 
Inspector General • .AAF, 15th District, OSI11 Groat Falls Air Foreo Baso6 Graot :Palls, 
!l ont&.na.. RnolQSod with this eorroapondonco to the Butte of£ies v:ns a let~r rrQ!D. 
tho OSI., USAF • ..mich advised that Subjoot associa.too w1 th knoc Carnmunisto, and 
io conaiderod ·dan~rous. and fUrther that Subject•s letter ~s baing forwarded 
to tho Air Materiel Section tor evaluation• Tho Butte office requeated tho 
Dklahcma City office to obtain all informatiO!l in possaasion of' the Rt~adquartors 
Off'ice_, OSI, at WB.Ghington, D.c •• eonaoming Subject's nssociation with known 
Communistn. 

Tho Oklahoma City of'f'iee hnB no infomation coneaming Subject not already 
provided to the Btlreau in rof'erancad lettar • oxeept that one Mro. !ttADELIHE G?YNNE 
MERG:i.Ah'1'~ by lettetr to this of'flce dated August 2~ 1948 .. ndvisod abe had attended 
Okl9hcma University in tht3 Spring of' 1935, at .which t!ma aha had attended leoturos 
given by on& Dr .• EATON (poaslbly id<:mtical with H0\7ARD o. SATOl~, Professor of 
Philosop4y.) sUbjeot stated she waa suopic1ous of' Dro EATON since he had recom
mended· to hor QG his atudant, trat she giW ooriaus oonaidoration to Socialist 
or Gtn"ba mmers.~ip of' all propi)rty. Sho advised that he . also auggcstod that such 
o.. change in ooncopts l:!light be ef'.f'ectcd by leglsln.tion, and should that not bo 
offcotive, "mild force" or "mild rovoluttona might have to occur. 

Tha files of this· o!'f'ioa ref'lect HOWARD o. P...A'rON v.as Faculty Adviaer of' 
th9 gqual Education C~ttoe at tha University of Oklahoma, \Yhioh, according to 
inf<>rmants; is controlled by Co:nmunist Rlrty m.t:mlbors. 

In view of ttn abovo. the Buronu i.G requested to obtain fran the Head
quarters of' OSl any infomntion thoy ho.ve concerning Subject and/or ber assoo1ation 
with knm·,n CO!!II!lUilista. No invost1gatian 1'.1.11 ba eonducted by this office 
inaemuch as i,t appears f'rcm. :int"o:rmation in the :fila that aha is mentally unbalanced. 

~. _, _;.) 
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918 N.E. 18th St. 

Oklahoma. City (5) Okla. 

Nov. 171 1947 

~~ Willi~ D• Talley, 

C~n~on Courrty Corono~, 

Nampu; ldfili.o• f.\l!L ·INFORMATION "CONTAINED 

,HEREi:/stCLASS~. 
PATE . ft 'BY~ 

Denr Sir, 

Will you kindly anstter t:ta :f'ollowlng quentionn concernir•g the . 

11bail-:oof•fire '~~ described in a no~1r.; r~lecwe as 00en by Mrs • Fn.y Dorr ana . ·._, .. ,,. _ 
·-~-. \ ... 

-·~. 

1. ~'lo.s the reported number of porsons killed (fiv!3) correct ~7_..;.;~--

2. Of the fifty per;;cnn report.cl injured, !1011 W:UJY are seriously 

. ~ijurGd ___________ ........ ..._ ________________ _ 

· }. ATe the inju::iod Bui'foring from bur~!~ sio:tlar to lig..htning bunie'l 

·4. Direction from which 0ball~of-fire" ca~a·----------------------~ 

5· : · Size, (aa accul'ate as posaible) ------:--------------

6. Waa H seen by otlH:i~A bei'ol·e it entered the cafe kitchen 
'-----'----

7. Did it o:>:plod~? ----·------------------,.---~~----....... ~.~~--

8. Color _________________________ _. ___________ w-------------~-----
9· Exact hour of occurancc 

~----~----------~--------------------~ 

1~. Shape of object --------~------~~~---------w---------------
11. ReelS.rka• 

12. Nbat \taQ th~ state of thci r11"lf'}thqr? 

of those 
On a sopara.to she:;.t of paper* please give any other unusual impr?esione 

seeing the ~'ba.ll-of'-:fire. 11 

NW#:58950 
Thanking you ve~- kindlY for ~our earliest possible reply, I am~ . 
Dacia: 342-t820CT 

Sinoerel:v. "'- --- I 



c~/ The carbon copy enclosed should be mailed to Mr. Francis Finley, FBI Agent
In-Charge. 

Federal !3uilding, 
Santa Fe, N.M. 

P.·s.·. 'l'hia coln!Eunication should not be diocussed any more then absolutely 

necessary to secure the desired deto.ils,- except \•lith members of tho 

FB!Jor official members of the War DeP't• 

Additior~l remarket 

Use spe.ce beloN if necoase.ry: 

i j 
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