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. STALDARD FORM MO. 64

— Oﬁice Memorgnd%m » UNITED STA%S .GOVERNMENT

To.' : Dzroouor, FBI ‘; '//// . DATE: MNovember 19, 1547

-_\_‘ / Fih . . ' .

FROM, §: JSAC, - Oklahons C,lty :
: /u

"\

SUBJECT: MADELINE GITNNE" mncnm i ' ' , ' M

CATOMIC EWERCY ACT.. _ - A . &
25 . .'-"-‘. T o g " . o ' -‘ —1_ -Q/'
- On October 14, 1947 r. P. M.-JOVENAL, Security Offlcer, i

Tinker Field,-Oklanoma City, advised this offlce that the above named individual

_appeared at Tinker Field on that.date, attenpbing to obtain employment as a

Press Azent at a reported salary .of aporoximately 7,200 a yeare. She was
interviewed by ir. JUVZHAL under the oretext of beinz a Personnel Counselor,
and she advised that she had been writing articles on atomic, nuclear, ioniec,

- and ray warfare for the Atomic Energy Commission. These articles had been subnitted

to the Var Department for ATC. She claimed to have been in close contact.with
soientists of Los. Alamos, Naw Mexico, and her divoreced husband, BENSOl-IERCHANT,
one of the orizinal. engineers at that facility. She also clalned to be in close
contact with FBI Agent F‘TY:R'(phonetic) at Santa Fe, New Mexico. IlMrs. LERCEANT
advised that she was presently .residing with her mother, Mrs. H. E.IIYZRS, 918
Norsheast 18th Street, Oklahoms City. | . o

Mr. JUV“LAL advzsed that MERCHANT did not give any 1nformatlon
which 0011d be construed-as conlldeutlal ‘but claimed to have written articles
under her maiden”rame;, EADSLIN“ CITNE . on.various. theories, and that theose
articles. had net with wide aoclaim. Ir,. "JUVENAL e> :pressed the opinion that o

Lirse PERCHANT was orobably a.psychovathic case. She claimed that she was well

known to the FBI, AEC, and U. S.° Army.

: By teletvne Gatﬂd October 14, 1947 the El Paso Office was
requested to furnish this office with any information in their files concerning
ﬂrn. MERCHANT .,

By taletvre of the same date the El.Pasc Office advised
that Mrs. MADELIFE GHWYNHE LZ2RCHANT khad visited the Santa Fe Resident Agency,
at which time she advised that she had received several reports concorning
light objects seen at nizht and followed by explosions. She claimed to.be a

" student of radio waves and reportedly discussed the above flying objects with

officials of AEC, Los Alamos, Hew Yexico, including SIDUEY NE/BEZRGER, Chlef of
Intellicence. LLRC%AIT was also reported to have written the Secretary of ¥

-and other government officials. corxcerning her theories. The E1l Paso Offlce

advised that ofrficials of the AZC, Los Alamos, conalder MERCHANT to be unreliable

-and possibly not well balancad mentﬂlly.
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Director, FBI ' November 19, 1947
Re: Madeline Gwynne Merchant
Atomic Energy Act

On October 22, 1947 Mrs. MERCHANT personally appeared at the
Oklahoma City Office, at which time she stated that she wanted to report that
on October 10, 1947 a disc was sighted north of Oklahoma City by her step-father
and mother. This disoc was traveling from the east, apparently going in a semi=-

oircle to the northeast. She requested that this informetion be furnished to the

Bureau for transmittal to appropriate Army officials.

It was apparent that Mrs. MERCHANT is suffering from some
mental disorder and it was noticeable that she has dropsy. It is not’ believed
that she is relieble and no investigation will be conducted by this &ffice- ’

CC: El1 Paso

DRS :bnm
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Direotor, FBI | Hovembor 19, 1947
SAC, Cklahemn Oity

HADELIHNE GWYWNE MERCHANT
AZONIC FEERGY ACT

On Ootobor 14, 1947 ifr. P. Y. JUVEEAL, Soourity Officer,
Tinkor Flold, Oklahoms City, advised this offico that the above named individual
appoarod at Tinkor Pleld on that date, atboupbing to obtain employeont as a
Proos Agent at a reported salary of approximately 7,200 a years. S8hs was
interviowed by Hr, JUVENAL under the pretext of boing & Porsomnel Ceunsolor,
and ghe adviged that she had beon writing artioles on atomie, maolm, lonie,’
and ray warfare for the Atomic Zuergy Comalsgion. These artioles had boon sudmitted
“to the War Departasnt for ATCs 8She olaimpd to have ‘boen in olose combaot with
soientists of Los Alamos, Bew Moxico, and her divorsed husband, "BEESOH umnmir.
one of tho original engineors at that fooility. She also nlaimed %o Le-in olose
contast with FBI Agent FENHER (phonetic) at Santa Fe, Now Moxico. Hrg. MYRCHANT ,
advised that she was presently residing with hor nothar, Hrp, Hs Es imsns, 918 :
!!ortmast 18th Shmet. Olrlahom Citya

* Yr, JUVEFEAL advised that HERCHANT did not givo any ini‘ormt;ion
which could be oometrusd as sonfidential, but olaimed-to have writter artioles
under her maiden pame; HADRLINE GWYNHE, on various theorios, and thadt these:
articles had mot with wido asclaim, MYr, JUVEHAL oxprossed.the opinlon that |
Yrge MIRCHANT was prodably a psychopathio case. 8ho’ alaimed that aho ving ml'._'.
Inowa -to the -FBI, AEG. a.nd U. s ATV ' ’

By teletypo datad Ootobor 14, 1947 the 51 Paso. Orfioe wa.s
roquosted to furnish this office with eny’ Lnfarmueion in their riles ooncorning
Hl's; NERCHANT . . : !

By tolotype of the same dnte the ul Pasgo Ofi'ina advisad
that Mre. HADELIHE GWIRHE mmﬂr kad visited th Santa Fo Rosident Ageroy,
at which time she adviged that she had ressived several reporta congsrning -
1izht c¥jocts seen at night and followed by explodions. Bho olaimed to bs a
student. of radio wvaves and mpur‘badlv diascussed the abuve flying odjeots with

offioials of AEG. Log Alemos, How Mexico, inoluding SIDNEY SEWBZROER, Chief of
Intelligonse. MERCHANT vag also roported to have writton the Secrotary of War .
and othor governmont officimls Conserning her theorisss The Bl Faso Office L
advised that offioials of the ARG, Loo Alamgg, conoidor MERCHANT to ‘be uareliable
and possibly not well balanced mentallye

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED
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"Flle 62~83894 Serial 37 contains information wherein Mr. Sydney Newburges

_ ing that Mrs. Merchant may be mentally ill.
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O]ﬁce Memorandun, - vNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

e

A e e r
TO_ : MR. D. M. LADD DATE:November 19, 1948 |
RO = (s Be B FI’ETGHERM ALL INFORMATION CONTD;,W@M S . o
ST, : ! fﬂ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED? o Slogg
JECT: MRS. MADELINE GWYNNE MERCHANT DATE BYi o )
Vol Emn——
7 ur. Egan’ : )
Mr. Gurpsa____—
- e me |
e Attached is a request from the Army Air Forces for an investiga- M PeoTmrom — :
tion into the "background, objectives and reliability"of the-captioned e mom
* ¥ Migs Holmdw — ——
subject. ; el

A review of Bureau files reflect in file 117-286-1 that Mr. P. M.
Juvenal, Security Officer, Tinker Field, Oklahoma City, advised on Qctolm®
1947, that in his opinion Mrs. Merchant was probably a psychopathic caai”

s
Chief of Security and Intelligence for the AEC at Los Alamos, stated officigj
of the AEC consider the subject unreliable and probably not well balanced. £
In the same serial, the El Paso office stated Mrs. Merchant personally ap e&%gé%%“'-
at the Oklahoma City office of -the Bureau on October 22, 1947, to report Sqf rma- _»vw
tion concerning "flying disks". It is stated: . i}, : x
"It was apparent Mrs. Merchant is suffering from some mental disorder-
and it was noticeable that she has dropsy. It~is not believed that
she is reliable.....H

A card is maintained in the Crime Records Section of the Bureau indicat—

\

AGTION: ' . | - \

In view of the above information, the Army Air Forces may not desire
that the investigation requested be conducted. It is suggested that this
memorandum be directed to the Liaison Section and the substance of the above
be orally furnished to the Army Air Forces at which time & determination should

— e

be made as to whether that Agency still desires any action taken in this matter.
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SEANTR SESERY

@ 117-286 — \

E}‘{ Q:Tos

From:

Subject:

has advised the Oklahoma City Office of this Burcau thet Mrs. Merchant appeared
&t Tinker Field on October 14, 1947 and attempted to cbtain employment as a
Press hgent at a reported salary of §7,200.00 2 year,

writing articles on atomic, miclear, ionic, &nd ray warfare for the Atomic
Energy Commission.
Los Alamos and stated that her divorced lmsband, Benson dMerchant, was one of
the origirml engineers at that facility.
Yerchant did not give any information which could be construed as confidential,
but claimed to have written articles under her maiden name, Yadeline Gwynne,

on various theories and that thesc articles had met with wide aceclaim. Ur,
Juveral was of the opinion that Mrs. Herchant was probably a psychopathic case.

The files of this Burcau reflect that Mrs. iferchant contacted the
Bl Paso Office and advised that she had received several reports concerning
light objects seen at night and followed by explosions. She claimed to be a
student of radic waves and reportedly discussed flying objects with officials
of the Atomic Energy Commission at Los Alames, including Hr. Sidnoy Newberger. 1

BY SPECIAL MESSERGER

 DBCLASSIFED BY £ 00 S/ Y
on_12[< e ke

Rear Admiral John E, Gingrich
Director of Security and Imtelligence

December 9, 1947

Atomic Enargy Commission -
Room 38, Public Health Building
¥ashington, D, C.

Attenticn:

. John Edgar Hoover, Lirectar, Federal Bureau of Investigatlon

BADELDIE CGINNE WERCHANT

i, P. #. Juvenal, Security. foicer, Tinker Field, Oklashoma City,

In an interview with Mr. Juvensl, she advised thet she had been
She claimed to be in close contact with scientists at

¥r. Juvenal advised that Mrs.

She also claimed to have written the Secretary of Var and other Covernment

officials concerning her theories.
of the Commission at Los Alarwos cons
possibly not well balanced mentally. (

. Tolaon
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This is being furnia_bed for 3'0111' inforaation.
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O]j‘ice Memowmdzzm * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

' TO  : Director,.FBI _ : DATE: October 28, 1949
FROM //¢)SAC, Oklahoma City -
SUBJECTY MADELINE GHYNNE MERCHANT . | | 7~/
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT . ALL mFOHMATmN CONTAINED
' HEREIN IS UNCLASBIFIED ~ 3
Remylet 11/19/47. DATEM,}Q u{_@l@_"{

s«

By letter dated 11/25/47 the Butte office forwarded to th:f offlc?the
original and a carbon copy of questionnaire received by WILLIAM D, TALIEY,
Canyon County Coroner, Nempa, Idaho, on November 20, 1947, apparently I‘rom the

. above captioned individual, who gave her address as 918 N.E. 18th St., Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, Enclosed herewith is the carbon copy of the questicnnaire, and
this offzce is in possession of the original,

The Butte office in thair letter of November 25, 1947, advised that an
explosion caused by. butane gas leakage occurred at Nampa, Idaho, on November 15,
1547, Five persons were killed, 50 were injured, and three buildings were
demolished as a result of the explosion. Mrs. FAY DORR, a waitress in the
Canyon Cafe, across the street from the explesion, reported to the newspapers
thet she thought she had seen "a ball of fire" at the time of the explosion.
Mr, TALIEY advised the Butte office that he had interviewed ¥rs, DORR relative
to the "ball of fire" and that it was cancluded that Mrs. DORR had seen the
reflection of the blast in a window of the Canyon Cafs. B

The Butte office requested the Oklahoma City office to ascertain from
Mrs. MERCHANT her reason for desiring information regarding the "ball of fire"
\and why she requested this information be sent to the FBI Agent at Santa Fe,
New Mexico. By letter dated December 29, 1947, this office forwarded to the
Butte office the information contained in refersnced letter to the Bureau, and
no investigation was conducted by this office since it appeared Mrs. MERCHANT
was not reliable and was possibly suffering from some mental disebility.

The Butte office by letter dated October 7, 1949, advises they had re-
ceived correspondence from the above captioned on July 25, 1949, in which she
desired information be furnished the nearest Military Security Office in that
area in regard to seven V-shaped objects that were sighted over the Mountain Home
Desert, which is near Boise, Idaho, on July 24, 1949, by an unidentified pilot.
The Butte office advised MERCHANT claimed she had recelved this information in
the Daily Oklah newspaper dated July 25, 1949.

LOSUREy ATT dﬁ% pape y
Enclosed with Subject's letter was a “data sheet" contain1ng 18 questions
ich pertained to V-shaped objects and’ according to the Butte letter, thess
questlons were very similar to the’datﬁ desired by Air Force Intalllgence Offices
in regard to flying saucers, discs and" otherisimilar flying objects. The Butte
.offlce has advised Subject d681redfnoc&cknowledgmsnt to her correspondence, but

4 ested the completed questlonnaire b8 forwarded to appropriate military security

7 %’“’

au horlties. The Butte office has advised this information was furnished Army

\ %%L’::e(ss;o-zos) RECORDED - 130 /7= 24¢ = 3
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oC 117-3

authorities at Great Falls, Montana, Air Base; Hill Field Air Base, Ogden, Utaﬁ;
McCord Field, Wash ington; and the Salt Lake City office,

On October 3, 1949, -the Butte office received correspondence from the
Inspector General, AAF, 15th District, OSI, Great Falls Air Force Base, Great Falls,
Montana. Enclosed with this correspondence to the Butte office was a letter from
the 0SI, USAF, which advised that Subject associates with knovm Communists, and
is considered dangerous, and further that Subjectt!'s letter was being forwarded
to the Air Materiel Section for evaluation. The Butte office requested the
Oklahana City office to obtain all information in possession of the Headquarters
Office, OSI, at Washington, D.C., ooncerning Subjeot's association with known
Communists., _

The Oklahama City office has no information concerning Subject not already
provided to the Bureau in referenced letter, except that one Mrs. MADELINE GVYNNE
MERCHANT, by letter to this office dated August 2, -1948, advised she had attended
Oklahome University in the Spring of 1935, at which time she had attended lectures
given by one Dr. EATON (possibly identical with HOWARD O, EATON, Professor of
Philosophy. ) Subject stated she was suspicious of Dr. EATON since he had recom=-
mended to her as his student, that she give serious consideration to Socialist
or State ownership of all property. She advised that he also suggested that such
a change in concepts might be effected by legislation, and should that not be
effective, "mild force" or "mild revolution" might have to occur.

The files of this office reflect HO@&RDEO€§EATON was Faculty Adviser of
. the Equal Education Committee at the University of Oklahoma, which, according to

infonmants, is controlled by Communist Party members.
A

In -view of the above, the Bureau is requestad to obtain from the Head-
quarters of OSI any information’ they have concerning Subject and/or her association
with known Communists. No investigation will be conducted by this office
-inasmuch as it appears from information in the file that she is mentally unbalanced.

e I f
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Director, FBI October 28, 1949

SAC, Oklahama City

MADELINE GT7YNNE MERCHANT ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

S UATE 'BY
Renylot 11/19/47. - %

By lettor dated 11/25/47 the Butto office forvarded to this office tho
original and a carbon .copy of questiomnaire recoived by WILLIAM D, TALIEY,
Canyon County Corcmer, Nampz, Idaho, on Hovember 20, 1947, apparently I‘rcm the
above captioned individual, who gavo her address as 918 H;E, 18th St., Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, Enclesed herewith is the carbon copy of the questiornnaire, and [
this offico is in possession of the original, :

The Butto office in their latter of Novembor 25, 1947, advised that en
explosion caused by butane ‘gas.leakage occurred at Nampa, Idaho, on Hovambor 15,
1947. Five persons were killed, 50 were injured, . .and three buildings wore
demolished as a result of the oxplosion.v Mrs. FAY DORR, a- waitress in the
Canyon Cafe, across the street from. the explosion, reported to the newspapers
that she thought she had seen “"a btall of fire" at the time of the -oxplosion,
liry TALIEY advised the.Butte office that he'-had: interviewed Krs. DORR relativo
to the "ball of firo" and that 1t-was omoluded ‘that Mrs. DGRR had: seen the
reflection of the blast in a window of thﬂ Canyon Cafe,

The Butto ‘office raquestad the Oklabamﬂ City- office to aacortain from (
Yire, MERCHEANT 'hor reason for. deslring infonmation regarding tho “ball of fire"
and why she requested thie 1nfonmation bo sont to +the FBI. Agent at. Senta Fo,
New Hexico, By letter dated December 29, 1547, this office forvarded to the
Butte office the’ information contained in referanoad letter to the Bureau, and
no investigation was ocnductod by this .office’ ainca it appoared Mra, MERCHANT
was not reliable and was pozsidly suffering~frum ‘somo mental disability.

Thc Butte offica by lottor dated Ootobar T, 1949, advises they hod re=-
coived correspondence from‘the abovo eaptionad on July 25, 1949, in which she
desired information bde’ furnishod the nearcst Hilitary Seourity | Offluo in that
arca in regard to 'seven V~ahapod objects.that were sighted over the Mountain Heme
Desert, which is near Bolse, Idaho, onJuly 24, 1949, by an-unidentified pilot,
The EButte 'office advised- HERCHANT claimed she had. received this information in
tho Dally Oklehoman newapapar ‘dated July .25, 1949,

Enclosed wi th Subject’s’ lattar was a, "data sheot" containing 18 questicns
which portained to Veshaped objects, and according to the Butte letter, these
questions .were very similar to the data desired by Alr Forco Intelligence Offices
‘in rogard to flying saucors, .discs .and other similar flying -objects. The Butte
offioce has advised Subject desired no ackmovledgment to' her correspondence, but
requested the completed’ questionnaire be forwarded to aporopriate military security |
authorities, Tho Butte office has advised this . ‘information was fUrnisped Arny

Enclosurs
co Butto (65-0-208)

TTHS ¢ 57
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oC 117=3

authorities at Great Folls, ¥ontana, Alr Bases; E31l Fiold Alr Base, Ogden, Utahg
KeCord Field, Tasingtoni and the Salt Lake c&ty office.,

Cn Ootobor 3, 1949, the Butte office recelved correspondence from the
Inspector General, AAR, 1G6th District, 0SI, Great Falls Alr Forsc Base, Creat Falla,
¥onteann. FEnolused with this correspondence to the Butte officse wos a lettsor fronm
tho O8I, USAF, which edvised that Subjeet asscciates with known Communists, emd
is coneidered damngercus, and further that Subjectts letter was bsing forwarded
to tho Air Matariel Section for evaluation. The Butte office roquested the
Oklahona City office to obtain all infovmation in possession of the Eeadquartors
office, 0SI, at Washington, D.C., concoraing Subject's nssociation with known
Communists.

Tho Oklahoma City office hns no information concarning Subject not already
provided to the Bureau in referonced letter, oxcept that one Hrg, MADELINS GIYNNE
MER(CHANT, by letter to this office dated August 2, 1948, advised eho had ettended
Qklehoma Uriversity in the Spring of 1935, at.which tims she had attended lectures
given by one Dre FATON (possibly idontical with HOTVARD O, BATQN, Professor of
Pzilosophy.) Subjeot stated che was suspicious of Dr, EATON since he kad recmme-
mended: te hor ac his studeont, that she givo seriocus consideration to Socialist
or Statm ownsrship of all proporty. Sho advised that he also suggested that such
a chango ir concepts might be effectod by legislation, and should that not be
effective, "mild foroe” or "mild revolution™ might have to occur,.

: Ths files of this officae reflect HCPARD O, EATCH was Paculty Adviser of
tha Fgual Sducaticn Canmittos at the Tnivorsity of Oklahoma, which, according to
informants; is controlled by Cecommist Party membors.

In view of tko above, ths Bureau is requested to obtain from the Heade
quarters of 0SI any information thoy have concerning Subjeot and/er her asscolation

h with knovn Communists. HNo invostigation vwill bae conducted by this office
irasrmuch as it appears frem. information inm the file that she is montally unbalanced.

-2-
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Enclosure to Bureau
MADELINE GWYNNE MERCHANT
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT

0C 117_—3

DATE £5

O'NTNNED .

o o
ALL ‘E“‘; ' UNCLASSIFIED
e uiﬂgkgf& ° L7
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918 N.E. 18th St.
Olklahome City (5) Okla.
Hove. 17, 1947
Mri Wiiliem D. Talley, ' '
Canyon Gounty Coroner,

Nampe; Idaho. ALLINFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ’-;—\

DATE f0fs w‘avﬁ%
Denr Sir: _ ’ &

Will you kindly answer tha following questicns concerning the
*ball=of=fire™ dezeribed in a ﬁéws roleasse ag geen by Mrs. Fay Dorr an@-};f‘

\_others on Sunday, Nov. 15, 1947%

-4,
~5

l. Yas the reported nusber of persons ¥illed {five) correct 1
2+ Of the fifty perscns reported injured, how many are seriously

Jinjured

-PB} Are the injurled suffering from burms similar to lightning burns?

'k, Direction from which "ball<of-firs" came,

5 Size, (as accurate as posaible)

6. Was it secen by others before it entered the cafe kitchen

7+ Did it oxplode?

PSS

8., Color

9. Exact hour of occurance

10. Shape of object

11. Reuarkss

12. Hbat usa the ghate of tho yeather?

of those
On & seoparatc shest of paper, please give any other unusual impressions

" seeing the "ball-of-fire.®

Thenking you very for vour earliest possible reply, I am
NW# : 58950 DocId:342E)"81%ﬁ'(]fr P ply, 2
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ce/ The carbon copy enclosed should be malled to Mr. Francis Tinley, FBI Agent-
P In-Charge.
Federal Building,
Santea Fe’ N.M.

P.5.. This communication should not be discussed any more than absolutely
= necessary to secure the desired detoils, except with members of the

FBItor official members of tho War DeP'ts
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