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To: 

. .• 1 REPGRT 
of the 

-/..:...,~~ t~BO'~ATORT: /f • '\. 

FEDERAL BUREAU · OF INVES)'IQATI08. 

~.J ••• ~ 
OM..r iJJl MiQ! 
St. f~ftw.WO 

WASHINGTON D. C. 

:r;.i& . 

· . ~--. .O.llo•· -'o ~· ot· ·the FBi ~too- oo tbtl ·~~ 
U.on .o£ evid8lt:G ~tr!* .tJQa ~ &flpm"taeo\• . · 

Th fa axa•lnat I on hai Iuten •ada with ·the . ._nd'aratand lng t flat the ev I dance Ia .. con­
nee ted with an official lnvea~lgation of a crl11lnal matter and that t.~e LabOra~ory report 
will be uaed for 9ff'lclal purpoaia onh, related to the lnveatlga.t:J.on or a aubaequentcrlml• 
.nal p;roaecutlo,n. Authorlzatlo~ ca.nnot: be IH'anhd for the . uae of t ·he L•b·or .. ator1 rep.ort In 
conne~t ion wl'th a c lv 11 · p.roceed lng. 

!Ita: 

·Exa111l nat I on requested . b·y: 
..,..~ 

~~it -~ ·,MJ "~• lfSl 
Reference: 

"~· ·~- ""' ·~ \j · .~ Jolin Edgar .Hoover; Dlrec~Or-
YOUR fiLE ItO. .; 

FBI FILE 110. . · ' ·1 
H£CORB) .•• . g~ ._.. . ., ~30.S8h QC 

.. -- ~ - ---- - · - - - .... - -~ --- ' 
I .,. . ..;..1..- -. -~.~ ·--·~ 
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RES~TSOF EXIOO:liATIONt _ rt;: . , _ _ ·. - . 
An examinati-on o~ spec·imens(QJ. ~rough Qlh \.hawed the presenQe 

of no .oxidizing chemicals, petrOleum. ~ca.rb()n~ ;Y~ther volatile fluids . 
commonly used as· accelerants, or. any chemical substa.nees used to ildtiate 
or accelerate eimtbustion. 'l'be greasy -~---~anee which satura.ted sev&l'al 
or these specimens( such ~s ~1 and Ql3 _- was found . to be _ bun1an f~t. The 
absence o-f any traces of vo-latile infl .. M ble nutds · does not pr:eclude-• 
ot c0u.r&O•, the possibility that sucb fl;uids were US$d in destroying the 
bOOy ot the; deeeaeed. BecauSe of their vefr7 nature, gm;o~1 ethel'1 and 
simi.lar ini'lan1lBAbl.e fiuids are consumed oftli.niril.y 1n the early atsges of 
a fire.. \liher.e there h~tr l:een al-ni>st c:omplete comb-qgtlon._ as in this ca:se,. 
it would be most unlikely to find such nmds even though tb.ey had~-
present . at. the beginning of the fire,. · 

As· rep,:tds the destruction of" the: deeeae$'1 •s body -which occurred 
in this case it. is entirely possible· that the body was consumed to the ele• 
tent shOwn in the photographs and liUil indicat~ by the bone fra~rJnents and 

I 

other debris without the aid. 'Jf -any auch raatenal. as gasoline. it is not 
generally reali~ed the extent to imich the human. body can. burn once it be­
comes ignited. llhile such cases are not common# ther-e are on record numerous 
instanees- of bodies btlrning -..'""ltb almost coaplete· destruction. It was formerly 
believed that such oases· aros·e .!Tom spontaneous combustion or the~- was 
sometim~ attributed to preternatural. causes. 'there is~ never. abso-luteq 
no evidence from .any ot the cases on recn..Pd to -.show that burning of this 

I 
.. 
1 

nature occurs other than vmen. the. bOdy is' 1gni ted by some. external mea~ • 
The uw.sual aspects <"tf such cases or burning have been heigb.ten~ by the~ · 
fact that in ml1Jl3' instances little datn-age from burning -occUJ"red in the 
mom or area directly s~ng the . victim• As in this case, the · remains 

.-of the victim were found reclining in the ll!l"eckage of a. ·ehair, sora, bed 
or in one instance aitting oa a stai.rweY.. In the last-named case the vic• 
tim 'VtaS a 1mman \'tho had been clad in rather voluminous g4U'ments •· Not $ 
vestige- of elot.bing was .found -remaining in that c$se although no EDtteil$i'Ve 
d.amage 1'18S done to the stB.irs.. · 

As indicated above~ these casf!Js are explained by the tact that -
the body become.s. ignited from some: outside cause s-~ph as burning elo.th:i.ng• 
a burning mattres-s, chalr or other .means.- · Onee the. body ·starts t0 burn 
there is enough .fat and oth&%' inflammable substances to permit varying 
amounts of des~tion to take place.. Samatimes this destruction by burn­
ing will. proceed to -a degree Which results in ~st COrilple~ combustion . 
of the tJOdy • 

(continueit next p&ge) 
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In this ease.,. the absence of tmY scorching or damag,e to rurnt• 
ture in tbe room can only be eXplained by the tact that. helat Uberated by 
the· burning body had a tendency to r1ae and :f~rmed a lqer o:f hot ail" · 
vmieh never .carne in contact vdth the furnishingS on a lo'W'er level. This 
·situation would have occurred particularly it the fire had smouldered 
rather than burned f'reely. -

·The distorted pieces o-t glass in specimen Ql were found ~ 
so£ten in the vicinity of -1000 to Uoo degrees FabNnhelt. . '!his tempera. 
~ corresponds to a bright red heat. · 

All &£ the obj'ects in spee!men Q2 are the remains of human. teeth 
w1 th the excep~ion ot one object which ap;Peared to be an arti.ticial. tooth 
or part of' a denture-• 

The co-nposit.ion of specimen Q3 does not indieat e that tbis 
specimen i$ from a lead storage battery. A porti-on or a. eigat"ett$. _ 
lighter was tou.nd in specimen Q3 $nd the remaini..t'l.g me~l in this speci• 
men cw.ld also be .from a lighter.. 'l'he melted metal in specimen Q3 
eo~nded · in compoei t:lon to white .metal• In ttds ecmnectioD Wh1 te 
metal could be. used as the c~.se for a -,hearing aidec No portions of a 
battery weore found in specimen QJ. 

'l'he t~l> fragments of burned fabric composing ' ... specimen Q4 were 
found to be· of different coq1os1Uon.a abe larger frapent is made of 
cotton antl was woven· with a plain weave,; The smaller piece is not cotton 
but it was al&) zven <With a plain weave. This piece was se .badly charred 
. that the type of fabric could ~t be deiend:ned. · 

There is attached ~er. eto a copy of a · eommuniea.Uon recei~ · 
;:::::~;~~~;-:----_-_--......,:-11 coneermng, ·this cr:se.- A copy or. o-ur rq,ly to L_J b6 
L...-__ _.1 is aJ.ao enclosed. . b7c 

A.n of the evidence~ Ql. through Qlh, and the encJ.oauresj. except 
t!1e photogr-aph$, are being returned to you under separate <lOver by railway 
express eolleet.. The photogr~rhs have been retained in the Bureau•'S files., · 
In th$ event. you 'Wish to have these photograph& returned, please advise 
tt8 and they will be forwarded to you immediately• The labels from the 
duplicate chair which were stat-ed t.O be an ene~osure ~c not received 
w1 th t.lte above-referenced eomounieatiou .. 
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RECORDED: ·7-13-5~· • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA . * .UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU deE 
' "' 

e.· • ', i.!eg '. 
'. ' · - > • 

-!'" • 

Laboratory Work Sheet 

Re: :Urs. 1!ARY HARDY BEESER, Deceased 
Burned to Death in Apartment 
1200 Cherr,r Street 

v) fO / 
-¥ , 1]/' ? 

xl' 1/~ 
File # 95-41192 - / 
Lab. # FC-30584 CC GX G\1 

~~~F.o. 
Examination-requested by: J. R. Re~ch~t, Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, Fla. 

Date of reference communication: Lot. 7-7-51· 
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.. A FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA'IA 
9!JlUTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU~CE 

1 · 1-2 ··--
'Laboratory Work Sheet 

v 
95-41192 - ./ 

File # ,~584 CO an: Cf1 
Lab. # 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA11in 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF J~·CE 
) 

Laboratory Work Sheet 

7-2 : 

Re: Urs. :uA:RX H.ArRDY !IEFSER, Deceased 
Burned to Death m Apartment; 
1200 Cherr.v street 

File # 9.5 .. 4JJ.92 - / 
/' 

Lab. # PC-305S4 cc me em 

Examination requested by: J. R. Reichert, Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, Fla;. 

Date of reference communication: L~t. 7•7•51 Date received:7•lQ-5l 
REX: 

Examination requested: Chemical ~ses (General ,. Biochemical) leiscel.laneous 
· Ulcro. ~sea (metallurgical) 

Result of Examination: Examination by: GORUEE! ~ 
BIDEZ~ 

Specimens sub~itted for examination 

Ql Glass fragments found. in ashes 
Q2 Six small objects believed to be teeth 
Q3 Yatal from near boey 
Q4 Fibers believed to be part of nightgown 
QS P-articles of bones found in ashes 
Q6 Charred fabric believed to be £rom chair 
0.7 Cotton material from chafr 
QS Charred wood 
Q9 Charred legs from ·end table 

QlO ·Charred fabric from rug 
Qll Unbumed .section of rug, heavausoaked ·with ~easy substance 
Ql2 Remainder of ashes 
Ql3 Shoe from boot not consumed by .fir 
Ql4 Chair spr,ings 

....... 

LAROCK -
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~~it;}::;'-tt·Vi 7-U.S:!. -
f,~ 

Be: 

Q_ WERAL BUREAU OF- INVEsTid d\ 
. L-ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF I 

-----------1 -- - ------
Labor~tory Work Sheet cy, I 

Examination requested by: 
d. u. 1;~.,...,. ~ <:If hl.U.c.e;, s• r~~. ~. 

ii-'t.~ ,_~ 
Date of reference communication: Date received: t'a 

~~ (~---~> ifi~l~. 
Examination requested: -en. ~uer; -(•taU.~~) · -

-.-.. -· oo.;mm:« 
Result of Examinati·on: ;>' Examination by: ttnrJi 

f::A.'*ff.Kic!( 

56 SEP 6 195ft 
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J • R. REICHERT. 
*** 

' .~ 

POLICE DEPARTYENT 
Box llt.6- · 

Chief of Police City of st. Petersburg,. Florida. 

John Edgar Hoover, Director . 
FederaJ. Bureau o£ InVestigation 
Washington., D. Co 

Attention: Laborator.y 
. - . . ' . 

CASS H. BURGESS ' .. ***. 
Lt. of Detectives 

-II ••-

._ 

· DBa;r.uro Hoover: 

. . . . . · . (Jc 3 I) J,_f f . 
At 8:07 a.m • ., Jlon~, July 21 l.9Sl.1 we re ved report of a fire in apartment at 

. 1200, Cherry street, North East." @S; MARY HARDY ER' was burned to death.; cause o£ 
.i'ire is not knO!fD• ?ee diagram or apartment~ attac?edo ' 

' · . ~ ~ boqy of :MRS. REESER Tias partiai:cy cremated with the exception of the l.eft 
. foot-ldti.eh was burned completely in two, about qn.. above the anlde. Shoe as had been 

-worn on l.eft foot by the deceased was· still intaot. The 'cbair in which she had been · 
si-f!ting was compl.etely burned away,· J.eav.i.Dg just the. springso .. A small end tabl.e was 
compl.etely burned with the exception of 2. legs. The carpet was burned in an area of 
appro:imately 3 .fto · . 

· · The apartment showed signs of extreme heat on the ceii:Lngs, walls approximatelY 
· 4 :rt. from the £J.oor • . pJ.astic light sWitches bad mel.tad but noor pl.ugs were. unharmedo 

An el.ectric cl.ock stopped at 4:20 a.m. . '3- Y' 
. ~.h~ ,9 

YRS. BEESER is described as wf., 671 S:? 1 170/1. · · (/Afl'1, I() M tJ 
' . When l.ast seen., at approximate:cy 8 p.m. Stmday.mght., ~ l._, 1.9511 "she was wear­

ing a Van Raal.te ·rayon acetate night-gmvn 1'li th a stocking weave. Her black rayon house 
coat coul.d not be found. 

. .. 
Under separate cover., Via RAILWAY EXPRESS., we are forwarding ~he following 

exhibits: 
. 

Exhibit I Glass fragments found in ashes 

Exhibit II 6 small objects thought to . be teeth 
.· 

Exhibit ·III iretal. from near body 
.. 

Exhibit IV Fibers thought to be part of night-gann 

Exhibit v Particles of·bones found in ashes 

E:xbibit VI Charred fabric thought to be .frcim ch$ 

•, 

·I 
I 

.I 

') 



Page 2 ·- · To:. Jobn E~ar Hoover_, FBI . 
From: PD,_ st. Pete~ burg_, Flao_, JUly 7 _, 19.$1 

• r· 

Subj: :MRS. MARY HARDY REESER - ··Burned to Death in uYsterious F.:t.re 

109794 
Examination requested: 

1. -

3o -
/4. 
1 -

6. -

· 7o -
8o -

, Examine glass in Exhibit I to determine i£ any of the glass is 
part of bottle or container that might have contained a sUb­
stance that would cause fii'e to burn with such intense heat. 
Determine .heat necessary to soften glass to ·cause it to assume , - ha . . • s peo 

Examine small. objects in Exhibit II to see if they are human 
teetho It so, l'fhat heat would be necessary to da:troy them to 
their present condition. 

kawtne metal in Exhibit m to· see if it is l.ead, such as 
might be in a Hearing Aid or if from a lead acid container. 

Examine .fibers in Elthibit IV to see if they are from night-gown, 
etc. Night-gown is supposed. ~ be· rayon acetate combination. 

Exami~· particles of b'one in Exhibit v· to ascertain the· 
presence of any foreign substance that might have been used to 
star.t £ire and maintain heato / ~ ~ · 

. . . y . ./ 
Examine articles in Exhibits VI, VII, Vtlr, IX, ani x, also 
nr an~ nv" f. or presence of az:v acid, or other substances that . 
'might have been used .to start a fire or used to maintain intense 
heato · 

Examine sectd.on of rug_, Exhibit~~ and shoe, EJChibit mr, to 
· ascertain greas,- substance which saturates same. 

. 
J11Y other. test that might explain. the almost complete destruction 
of a hUDla;U body. · 

.. 

We also ~equest any information or theories that could explain how a· human 
bo<tr could be so destroyed and the fire confined to such a small area and so 1ittle 
dai:nage done to the structure of· the building and the furniture in the room· not even 
scorched or damaged by smokeo 

Photogrcp bs ri enclosedo 

: Iabels from~~closed i~ which remai~ of URS. REESER foundo 

This· evidence Ins not been e:xam:tned by arq other E~mjner1 nor 'lr.l.ll it beo 

CHB/du 

Enclso 

)1/ 
:. 

~-=='----'---~----------'--· · · - - - - - ... 
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l. R,, llmtotiSRT · 
*** Ob1ef .of Pqlt.<'G 

i' . 

• · .•• .,. _,I •. a • -· ·a, 1 .. · ut- ~-:·,,_ "11 - .. ·· __ ·r.r It I l~ __ r~tr•r·st·nn. ••lrill;lit .. .. ,_ .. 1 l'A -----.J ._s 1 _:J -'• - .'!'4 · . l'li 

·John Edgar· lloovor, Dit'ectot 
Federal· &Ul'e&U. ot lftYeatlga-.oa 
wasbi~Jgtop, »• Co 

1097·nr·· 
. . ~,) 

. . ' 

· . _ Tilt) ap~~t-4!~8~ of. ~e• heat en ·th& ce.\~~·~ &iP~telF 
4 .ft. from the tloot • . p~tio l:lghtl ·a¢tches h$d •1te4 but tlt)oio.plugs ....re ~. 
An electric elook ·~ at !ueo a.JD.~~ ; . · · .. 

' ' 

· When last · t~een• at approxs.ma~ 8 p.m~. ~ Dlght, ~~ 1, 1951,. ,._ ...., ~ 
1Dg a Yafl laaltfJ "'10il acetate night-gown '111 th a stecJ4111 weave. .HGl' blAck tQ"On boUlSo 
coat C9uid. QOt be foWd. · · · 

· under oepan1ta ~el', Via autwAl UP.R;l~SS1 •. lll"e · tol'Wal'~ the to~ 
e:dU:b~te· . ' ' ' ' ' ' 

6(DhDit 1 
' Q EXbib1t :u ' 
·~ 

rQ. 

lfXhi1d.frii! 
1 . ;r I . 

~btt.D 

Q Edlib1t v 

. ' 

('D.aa'S· ft-agments. found in a$he$ 

6 sU:U ob3ecte thoug~t to be "ttetb · 

Met$1 hem zi~ boctY .; 

l'i~ ~bought to be part. ot rda~own 

PattlCiles ·of lWnes fotUUI in ashes 

Cbar.reti ·tabri.o though\ t.o be fJ:'Oil · ~. 

Cot~n ma~l. btota ~a:i,;r 

Obal'l'84 legs &om eT · • "' · "'1.Q 
' · ~· ~~t:;t 

0< ~-- • ' . ,' ~~ 4oCPD!iP-~ --\. 
' . ' ' . ' ... 

Q Exbibit .. n Unbu;rQfjd aectd.on· of rug1 h•a~, suaket f4"~;h ~· . a.lt ... 

~ 82r,h1btt m. 
(\ §!!!~it Ut,t . Shoe from foot not consumed by ftre · 

11) Blth:Lb1 t '!tnt ' .. (Jla!r $p!'inp 
., l I '_ - :!P'"" ., =e;.. 

) '?/ . .. .... 1 ... 0~-.J//)?/-l 

' ' 
I 
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IQudJJ8 gl.$8a in B:ldlibit l to 4.~ 1t IJJfT d 'tb g~ iS 
part. of bottle or Oo:nt$.:t,ner that rd.ght h4'te con~4 a ellJ)).. 
stance 'thia,t wo'IJ14 ~use tu"e to· bum. \!4th eueh l.oteJlle tteect,_ 
Determine heat. na_.at.r to aol:t$1 glaa$ to cauae 1t ·to ase..S 
shap$. ' ,' . ' 

-..)id;t)e small objeete in Exbibit Il' to see 1t theT· ·aN hUmaD 
te$tb:• If so,. What ·heat would be na~etsart to ~ON" them to · 
tbeir Fe4le11t · co~di tio~.t · . · · 

EQ,d~ metal in Bxbib.A.t nx to aee 1t 1t 11 lea4; such as 
might be tn a Heartng Ud or it trotil a ~d.. acWl con~. 

lb;am!llle .tibe~ in EXhibit 1!1 to aeo ·if. theY $l'e· &om ~own, 
ete.. l'ight.g9'RD i.e. tanpposed to be l'a10~ a<:etate oombi~t:l.o~. 
I 

&emi• ·RJ:"t1~ of bone in axtdbi.t V 'to -~ ttie · 
Pl'e4-* C>f an.Y foreun substance that might .tta'te- been u.,ed to 
$t&rt ~e ~~-~$d.n·heat,. · · · 

Braraine ar~ic~ iB ~bits v;r1 v:a• txxi., a,· fit'ldlC;, al$o · · ... 
III,- DYJ t~ ~atmcct of 'lAY a0ild1 ea- o~r --tano• .that 
rd.Sht have 'beE!ll uae4 -to etart a, lite oJ:"·· used to •fl\dn .. itltonse . 

. beet.. ·· · · 

Rzudne beotl•• of. rtlg, SXbibit u,· . a$1 '$hoej ~bit mx, 'tfi 
u~»~ .8~ elabstarroe \'fh:Lch .atV.tes ••·-

, AaY otbea- ·test. tbat migh~ explAin tile al.moat co$pl~il;e delJtru.cti.on 
of a humaa ''bodiro. '. · · · 

' . ' 

. we also t'equest 8D7· 3.Dt Oi'l$l tion or theories ' t-t ooUicl upJ.ain. 110• · a tl'L'lltl$n 
b~ ct;n~.d ·be eo. dut~tad and tho tire coa.tiee4· to such,a .-n ar- il1'ld •• littla 
~e dee to tbe -~etuna ot 'bha 'building aft4 the t'urnitulte 1ft the room not &ven 
soorche4 .or. ~eel bf.,:$fl!.Olce•. 

Pho~~b& ~cl.oa~ 
· dl\P.Ucate · · · · . . . · ' 

· ~ ~mtohldl'. $\olosed in 'ithich J'emai- ot URS+ ~· £t>unde 

/ 

'· 
,(1. 

·I 

I 
~ 

I 
I 

I 
. I 

I 

! 
:I 
I 
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July 16~ 1.951 

~~~~~\)· \ttrlO ca;oriflc Snloo Coopj., 
1620 Lin~;ood 

1olS¢n_ W<l. __ _ 

Clegg_ 
Cl$vln_ 
ll!chols_ 
Rosen_ 

.., Tracy_ 
Harbo_ 
llelcoJnt_ 

Oklahom Oity 6, Okl.ahom 

Doa1r .. L..I ___ ____. 

Tha."ll:: you £or your letter o£ July 7, 1951, in 
uhich you o~~r,csted consideration or tho po~sibility 
that nn o.xy-acotylene torch nay have been uccd in the 
c~:Jnntion or a wonan in St. Petorsbl.lr".. Florida. 

c: ::zJ 
1'11 
(") 

c._ 
c::: r-tn 

~ < 
Tho Z.'cdcrDl. Bureau of Invcoti~ation docs not -~ -n g} ""-.l 

ho.vo jurisdiction over this rr.attor; ho-.rovor, I ao takin,G~-- co ~. 
tho Uberty of fol'r.'3rding a copy of your lot tor to tl1o /L- _,_ t; 
autltoritics in Bt. Petersburg £or their infom:o.tion. f~ ~ 

' ,,~ L_ 

['-.) 

\A) 
t::' 

-o ::::: .. I v:ant you to lmow o£ rry .appreciation for tl1e ~ )g 
thou:ht uhl.ch p;ron::>tcd you to furnish this ini"orr..~tion. :r /) 

<.n -

.! < 

'· 

Sinco:roly :;ourD., 

John Edc~r Uoovcr 
, Director 

'I 

. ' 
'I 

/ ( ., ~ 
~ ~: 
~ Q ~ 

I\"-'',~, " , ~ ·;. 
J \'-\ ~J ~ pJj J ), ·"' 

~ ~~f I 

.-.._~ tlv 'I· 
j l' 

t, ~' 
p.; ~._, 

y ~ 

' ' 

b6 
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·~ ~·: . ,, H.AR~! GAL.oR;;ic ;A~,s co·. . .. 

OXY ·ACETYLENE 

OXY·PROPANE 

OXY·NATURAL 
-GAS­

WELDING 
CUTTING & 

HEATING 
APPARATUS 

SPECIALISTS IN THE WELDING AND CUTTING INDUSTRY 

1620 Linwood 
Oklahoma City 6, Oklahoma 
Phone 7-0223 

7-7-~1 

.sz~ ~ 1-.J ... t;p:ts 
----~~, ~~. 

b6 
b7C 
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Case References 
Res Urn. lt'IRY I!t.:f'DY Rm~ER~ Docont1cc.~ 

Bur:1cd to Dc:.th ln Apnrtr:cn{; 
3:200 Ohou;y S bl cot; 

Consigned 1P:,~ J • R. lloichcrt 
d~'Lcl ')i flottco 
St., Pctorsburc,- fu.rida 

List of Contents 

95-41192 --

> 

PC-30584 cc 
Mr. Harbo, 7625 
Mr. Conrad, _7142 

- , Mr. Downing, 6228 lB --;t-
- /; 

QJ. throur,h Ql4 nnd oncloau¥~o ~~'d:tpt 11l93to~~_........ 

((w£1~ r~r Pam:•· 7121 G.~ 

'f7 J~.:.: ~/19c2J-
SPECIAL INSTRUCT~!),~S: Mail Room, place date of shipment and regiHry number; Shipping Room, show 
datq" ot shi !~~~;()nt and•tnLt;ial this invoice; then re-turn it to person whose name is check_ed in column at 
right. After this checked name has been initialled, invoice $hould be placed in administrative file. 



_; 

··' 

~iZNCLOSURE'~ 
,... .. 

,-

,......,. 
J -



~·. .. 
1'4'Jctosum:. - ·; 

Cremation of Woman in Chair 
Has Police in Florida Baffled 
ST. l>EI'ERSBURG, Fla., July 5-

(JP}-Pollce are frankly and fully 
frustrated by the cremation ol a 67-
year-old clubwoman, both as to .the 
cause o! her death and the amazing 
body destruction that followed lt. 

Mrs • .Mary. Hardy Reeser was al­
most completeTy creiilat€a'1h the IIV'­
Ingroom ot her apartment early this 
week but the room was only slight­
ly burned althougb morticians say 
tlames .of 1,500 to 2,00b degrees must 
be applied for hours to cremate a 
body. 

Because of the obvious JntensJty 
o! the heat, pollee virtually have 
abandoned suicide and accident 
theories. They won't say It was 
murder and have no d[sclo.sed theory 
as to the method used If It was a 
slaying. Nor, 1f death was natural, 
has anyone come forward with a 
possible explanation of the body's 
destruction. · 
· When pollee entered the apart­

ment .Monday morning, all that re­
mained of the 170-pound woman 
was her charred skull, shrunken to 
the size of a teacup, a section o! 
backbone and part of a left foot, 
stUl encased In a suede shoe. The 
remains were removed In a small 
box. -

No traces or gasolfne or other fuel 
or chemical have been found. 

A theory that Mrs. Reeser might 
have been asleep In a cotton-stutted 
chair and accidentally set fire to the 
chair was eliminated • because such 
a blaze could not have produced 

the entense heat which consumed 
the l?ody. 

While such a fierce flame was de· , 
stroy~ng the body orily a small area 
ot the rug was burned and many 
nearby objects weren't scorched, 
Some electric light switches were 
melted yet lower wall outlets were 
!n working order. The doorknob 
was so hot that when the apart­
ment owner discovered Ure tragedy 
Monday morning she had to sum­
mon workmen to open the door. 
There was a faint soot dlscolora~lon 
on upper walls, lower portions were 
unmarked. 

One chemical comblnatron under 
lnvestlgat!on as the possible agent 
ot destruction Is a formula o! ether 
and alcohol. A panel or physicians 
has tested the compound and !ound 
It chars animal tissue quickly. 

A sampre of the body ashei and 
other residue from the small flame 
area have been sent to the FBI 
Washington laboratory, 

Mrs. Reeser's remains will be 
burled Chestnut Hill ceme-
tery, ""''''cuani~IUUlK, 
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.~· 1zcwe -rccu itwd your vo ry ·i;hought;,j"ltl 
letter oj' Lluaurrb .'14, 1051, tn ·bho oaDe tn.uolvtna 
the dccrfih otl!ro. lfaru lla.ray .t'1eeser. 

You ncPJ be cure that it lJaa a pleasure 
.tor our PoprcDantativoD in tho field a.nd tn our> ;.?iJI 
Labora:toru to be of ..:;crv ice to you. Fleceo be 
aam~Ped that; ulwnevcrr we can ba o,f further a. td, we 
wtll be alad to have you call upon ue. 

co - Philadelphia 

co - Miami 

D'f,ncerely yours., 
do ;E-{lgar Ho~'\70~ 

NOTE: The case mentioned by Mr. Burgess is 
Bufile 95-41192. 
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41lug of Jt. :Petersburg, forida 
•THE SUNSHINE CITY" 

COUNCIL-MANAGER GOVERNMENT 
J. R. REICHERT 

CHIEF 01;' POLICE DIVISION OF POLICE 
P. 0. BOX 146 C. H. BURGESS 

LIEUTENANT OF DETECTIVES 

August 24th, 1951 

J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal BureaU of Investigation 
Washin:gton, D. c. 

~ 

I am taking this opportunity, on the part of our 
entire Department, to thank you, your Laboratory and special 
.agents in Philadelphia and those in St. Petersburg, for the 
valuable assistance rendere~ our'cremation case involving 
the death of :MRS. MARY HARDY"'REESER._ 

~--~ ""_ ..... 

This Department is very grateful for this service and 
if 1re :c~ ever be of- any assistance, at any time, do not hesi­
tate to ."call upon us • 

Yours very truly, 

~~~~ 
Cass Hj~Burgess: Lt. of Detecti~s 

CHB/du R 
cflOJw~..u • 53 0 /-._, 11 J 0 · 

Cc: Special Agent in Charg6l'o~., f ~~'~ 7 / 7 ( 
Philadelphia, Penna. 44£0 , ~ ~FP 8 1951 

tJJ • ' 
Specia:;t. ./Agent in Charge ll 
Miami, Florida E't ~ }fi) 

/ 
i 

.... 
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It oas tndel: ;::u~Jhe un: to send me the lettar oflconccrn-
ing the crenation dea .ar11 B.eeser,~_ 
and I sincerely apprectate ~cour~cay ana tnterest 
which prompted you ~o do so. 

Sincerely yours, 
if. Q Edgax: Hoover 

NOTE: The Laboratory has advised that enclosed letter 
is a purely irrational analysis of the death of Mrs. 
Reeser. '· " ·'· ·· 

TEB :ns :cdm . -' _. 

. / 
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A FAWCETT PUBLICATION 

67 VVEST 44TH STREET 
NEVV YORK 18, N. Y. 

Mr. Laughlin_ 
Mr. Mohr_ 

Tclc. ~oom---·­
Mr. Holloman._.. i: 

:Miss Gandy_ 

May 8, 195 2 ([). 

fllltrGj /fA tz.fj ((E. rr yn,~ 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 
r 9-J 

Although I realize that your ~ ~u has rendered an opinion on the 
cremation death of Hrs. Har H eeser o£ St. Petersburg, Florida, I 
thought you might be nterestea ·n reading the enclosed letter from 

I lon the subject. 

The first two pages of the letter contained references to the current. ,/ ; 
issue of TRUE POLICE CASES, and had no bearing on the Reeser case. 

I hope that my fowarding ...,I =--~---___,I letter will in no way be an im­
position on you and your Bureau. 

1 

\ 
), 
'•· 
i 
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Bef~re.le~ng California, I received a lo~· letter from c==J 
lr-----.......;.-.lauthor of the story aLout cremation of Mrs. Reeser in 
Florida. He went into detail concerning the matter. I was much pleased 
that you and I I felt that any su~gestion of mine merited consider­
ation because I do wish I could be helpful a out findine the person \'tho 
burned her. As you probably heve as much information 1 (not in mags), as 
I I sent me, I will not tell you about that- but I will outline for 
you~ reply to him, which went out yesterday. 

Nothing in the maga~ine story nor in the letter ofl !changed 
nu mind in the least • I firmly believe she was murdered. I believe I know 
why and by whom but, as in many cases in court1 not enough evidence is pre­
sented at this time and I fear much was destroyed by people who kept 
saying, nr.ell, I never heard of anything like itn, and, goggle-eyed, let 
evidence get away from them. 

It is ~ contention that the murderer executed a well and long 
planned crime but the very fact that he, or she, felt so secure, was the 
very fact that makes me believe a slip was made which could have been dis­
covered in the beginning. 

Because I believe you are as sincerely interested as I am, I will 
discuss it a bit with you. After all, you do not have to reed this lengthy 
epistle all at once. You can take it, leave it or t~ke it in small doses. 

From the beginning, there were some small discrepancies which could 
not te;i explained easily. or course, I am ,.,or king considerably in the dr.rk 
tecause of lack of very small details. P~' contention is that, in a murder 
case, tr.ere is nothing too small and insignificant to be noticed. I doubt 
if such a mind applied itself right c..t the beginning so much was probably 
lost. 
. Now, if the FBI stated thc't she burned to death by a cigarette ig-
niting her rayong robe, then I will have lost confidence in the FBI and 
its infallibility. If you will recall having read of people burning to 
death in tl,eir homes - the fire would burn fiercely for a long time but 
when finally put out, a good portion ofthe torso of each victim would be 
practically intact. Also, such burnings had .APPLIED heat to consume what­
ever portions of such bodies as were left. In other ~ords, when the ap­
plied heat was stopped, the bodies did not'continue to burn. I believe it 
is not poss:j.ble for Mrs. Reeser to have been fat enough to burn and leave 
no more of herself than was left. Try firing a piece of suet1 all fat, plus 
some lean. The suet t~ill burn but not with enough generation of heat to ' 
consurne the lean. 

A woman who \\"orked at crematorium .states that bodies are continually' 
sprayed with oil to keep them burning with heat enough to consume. Every­
thing points to fact that APPLIED heat was put on Mrs. Reeser IF -

Now right there I alway~ stuck. I am informed that a foot was 
unconsumed. I have not seen that so do not know what it looked like but I 
know what appearance it should have had. I am told there was a piece of 
liver, some spinal columnbones and a thigh bone and a shrunken skull four~. 

Was any test made. of foot to discover condition - whether from · 
Mrs. Reeser -whether enbalmed foot- whether from drugged bo~y - etc., etc.? 
I venture no such examinations were ever made at].d they might have told much. 

oLiver - was any test made to discover whether or not it was from a 
human? If ~o, it should have disclosed something concerning the person it 
was taken from. 

Cf5-o '-/-II r-1 q LL 
~ I 
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~ .• 6The t~igh ~~and the spinal column should~ch have disclos~d some 
information.~ They were excellent material for disclosing height and 
probable weight of p8rson from whom they were taken. Also condition of 
health, etc. ~ught even have told how long person from whom they carne 
had been deceased. · 

. And now we come to something I consider very odd. I have read of. 
the shrunken skulls made by natives of another country. I read that they 
carefully remove skin, (which is thick) from the head bones·and fill said 
head skin with hot sand ~n order to shrink same. I do not underst~~d how 
a human head could be shrunken with the bones inside of it. Also, a head 
would be a mine of information. The features could be brought to normal, 
almost, and the teeth should disclose soreething. It was not stated whether 
Mrs. Reeser had false teeth or not or whether, if so, she had them in her 
mouth or they were found in the apartment in bathroom or elsewhere. IF 
false teeth were in that skull~ they would tell a story; if there were no 
false teeth, they would also tell a story. Even if skull and features were 
distorted, they would still give out information. What was done about them? 

And so we come to what has .been my main tnought? Wey was there not 
enough odor about that apartment to attract attention of firemen when 
they went in to put out fire? _tw information states that they did not 
know anyone had burned until a fireman's foot slipped in something on 
the floor. Now, if you had ever been a housewife, you would KNOW that 
just a very small roast or stew of meat when burned scents the house until 
just a few hours will. not entirely dispense with the odor of burned flesh. 
It is very penetrating and remains clinging to furnishings. Firemen 
should certainly have noticed such especially since they are supposed to be 
experts in the fire line and also because the fire was not great enough 
or fieree enough to distract their attention beyond normal. To not notice 
such an odor and on3y to discover a thing because one slipped in something 
on the floor and saw a human foot was such a strange thing, it kept me 
wondering and then the obvious hit me. . , 

The p~obable reason no ·one noticed odor of burning flesh was because 
Mrs. Reeser was NOT BURNED! Only-a small piece of ~iver and the top part 
of foot was scorched to give credence to what someone wa.nted people to 
believe. • / 

I am forced to believe, from meager facts at hand, that Mrs. Reeser 
did take two regular sleeping pills wh"'ich made her groggy. While in that __ , 
condition, someone in whom she had confidence, came and asked her to go 
somewhere, or something like that, and she left. I believe this must have 
been under her· own power because she was cr~ppled and very hea~ and would 
have been too much to handle if already dead, therefore she was alive but 
groggy from effects of sleeping tablets when she left under her o\vn power. 
I believe that one who took her away, either supplied a foot resembling 
hers, or, after her death, cut off one of her feet, maybe because of 
certain .deformity which could not be faked, her __ own. foot had to be used 
to help establish identity. I believe part of spinal column and thigh 
bone and skull were put with foot and a piece of liver and THEN the fire 
was set to chair. Then and in that event, the fire would probably not 
take more than th~rty . minutes, if an attaclment could be made to gas 
which was available, or even less if acetylene torch was used. It had 
to be an APPLIED and CONTROLLED fire in order to accomplish certain 
definite things but, after those thi~gs were accomplished, it could have 
been that other things planned were not'" accomplished. l!owever, the above 
will explain wey there was no Itore odor and wey there was no more fire. 
There had to be certain things for identification of apparent victim and 
certainly it was not intended that the property burn down and make identi­
fication impossible. I have two theories but not enough information to 
v;ork either· of them out and fit the pieces exactly. 

4 
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alone and JUST WHEN; someone who could gain access to her without suspicion 
of anyone; someone in who~ she had ~tmost confidence; someone who either 
gav~ her something other than sleeping p~lls so she would be dead when 
burned or someone who had access to prqps, (skull, etc.) and who used such 
to fool people into beli~ving she burned herself todeath. It had to be 
someone who would profit by her deatii in some manner - either financially 
or emotionally. Elderly people can be very possessive .and usurp time and 
attention, etc. and no way for people to do much about it. 

I am informed she always took dinner at her son's a certain day. 
Now that might prove to be very annoying. To have even . tne dearest and 
nearest ALWAYS ty~ng dow~ that ce~tain time each week, etc. No matter if 
she was asked, that might be form and not sincere desire for her company. 
Also, same a~ in .divorce, families have, _on each side, a story they tell 
to the v;orld and ~wt . out BUT, in the final analysi~h as in divorce, some­
where between those stories lies the REAL story and it is not the same as 
either side's published story although it may have facts from each in the 
REAL story but such real stories seldom reach the outside world but are 
bottled up in the emotional self of each individual until the cork pops 
out and one thing or another results. How tightly s'uch things are bottled 
depends on the upb~inging of individuals - the tighter the bottling of 
emotions, the more violent the explosion when it comes. 

_ I believe that f.{rs. Reeser might have written letters or a letter 
to someone in whom she confided - usually each person has at least one 
trusted confidant OUTSIDE of immediate family because, too'often, emotional 
upsets are family affairs.· SUch person as recipient would not want to talk 
because of p~blicity · an? natural d~staste for violating confidence. But it 
is not only possible such ·written evidence of what might be about to happen 
does exist but very probable, in my opinion. 

. The fact that, in the. past, she qad visited in old home to;.vn would 
not necessarily ~~an she intended to do so this time UNTil. CONDITIONS 
became such"that she felt she MOST get away. Maybe ·she was afraid. There 
is no one to tell you and maybe no one is capable of- gaining confidence of 
those who may KNOW some little thing - like her beginning to tell something 
and then her eyes filling with tears or some_other 'small incident which 
could be very revealing. I have always stud~ed people - I like them and I 
like the study. I was a doctor (D.C., Ph.G.), for more than twenty years 
and ! ,early discovered that ill people do not always become so because of 
cancer pr other trqubles of like nature. No, L~. Corona, the great majority 
of people are functionally upset, and they are so because of emotional 
upsets which caus~ them to eat' incorrectly, sleep ~oo little and so, on 
and o~. In order to learn concerning such people so I could truly help 
them be normal, I began reading fact detective stories and have kept it 
up through the years. They have ~elped me to understand and help people 
all along the way and s~ill function in that capacity • 

.. 
Finally, most officers are not trained to cope with such a case 

as that of Mrs. Reeser apd such leaves 'them flabbergasted because-they never 
were chosen as officers because of their peculiar mental abilitties to ferret 
out crime and the criminals. Rather , they were chosen politically and for 
brawn. Some of them because enough interested AFTER they became officers to 
develop their brains along detective lines and so we do have very able 
detectives but they are in the mino~y. I could tell you of a case here 
which passes belief of a murdered boy. Officers insist he was a suicide ~~ 
hanging but, when found, his body had legs and arms dra~n up and stiff in 
that position and there is much, much more. 

6 
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Mr. C~ron.a, :i: •would like to find a magazine devoted to UNSOLVED 

murder and other criminal cases, disappearances, etc. People like . to 
discuss mysteries. If not a whole magazine, then at least one story in 
each issue of some magazine. When such a one does disappear and a maga­
zine or newspaper plays it up, people discuss it for a long time after­
wards and weeks and months afterwards, you can refer to it and people 
will say, "oh, yes, I remember thatn, and go on to recall facts. Much 
good might come of~ such. 

I saw a picture in INSIDE DETECTIVE of the Reeser scene of cremation. 
The chair springs were .there and other odds and ends. I was much impressed 
by the fact that ~rs. Reeser disappeared so completely and that picture 
seemed to show that things more readily combustible than a human body 
REMAINED UNBURNED. I do like two plus two to equal four, always. I can 
believe that the murderer set the scene so people would believe what was 
intended for people to believe. Therefore, after studying all the points 
of information I have, I can very readily believe she was not cremated but 
was disposed of outside of and away from that apartment and the stage set 
with props to make believe she sat in that chair and burned to death 
therein. If she would have been taken away and the fire set afterwards 
with props of piece of liver, some bones and A SKULL, that w9uld come 
nearer making four than the statement that she burned in that chair which 
hardly makes sense. 

Hope I have not bored you and I sincerely hope that something I may 
have written regarding this case will help someone to solve the puzzle. 
such should have every effort made to solve it because of the after effects 
on criminal minds. 

- I will tty to keep up with your magazine in "the future and will look 
forward with pleasure to more good stories. 

With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 

-

- 7 
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rr. J. n. Roichcrt 
Chiof or Pollee 
Poet Office Box 146 
C~t ~?. ~~obupa, Vloridn 
I'= IJv . · -_ ..... (:p 

~~ :az,.~z:y- door Chief; 

~~$)~ J.JJi · I havo received your letter o£ l~ueU§t 14, 1952, 
,," / i'or-.1nrdinB tho nato rial v1hich r:o. rcquocted in connection with 

, ~ ~ the death o£ t:rs. D!r>J U:lrdy Reesor. 
~.I" 

Tolaon___. 

Your coopor<ltion in fumishinp, this rllltoricl. to 
un is greatly opprccintnd. !!ay I assure you o:f cy desiro to 
bo o£ aosi3toncs to you whonovor posoible in onttars or outual 
interest. 

Sincerely :rou.r3_, 

John r::d.1ar Hoover 
Diroctor 

!Add ' ) r------...._____, 
Clegg_ 
Ola:YID_ 

liiCbOl.e_ 
r\0$0D___:.. 
TTaey_ 

~­
Bel.mont __ 
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• • €itg of Jt. 'etersburg, florida 
·n:IE SUNSHINE CITY• 

COUNCIL-MANAGER GOVERNMENT 
J. R. REICHERT 

CHIEF OF POLICE 
DIVISION OF POLICE 

P. 0. BOX 146 

August 14th, 1952 
C. H. BURGESS 

LIEUTENANT OF DETECTIVES 

J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Feder~ Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter.of 
August 6; relative to the case of MRS. MARY HARD'$ESER,. 
deceased, who was burned to death in apartment at 1200 Cherry st., 
N. E., this City. 

Attached you will find cop~Special Report of 
the findings of our Detectives D and L__j which is self­
explanatory. 

2 copies of the apartment diagram are also attached. 

Also attached is a summary of this case as released 
by me on August 8, 1951, that appeared in our local newspapers, 
stating this was an 11accident, until such time as we can prove 
otherwise". 

We have rio objections, whatever, to your using 
any and all evidence in your Bureau. 
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SPEOil!.L R8F03T oFIL...-__ ___.~IL...-___ _. 
Compl. /}13914 
1:ffi.S. I1Ai1:Y HARDY REft';SBR 
1200 CHERRY ST. NE 
BURNED '£0 DEATH 

JULY 2, 3, 4, 1951 

PI'tBDICATICIJ: Complaint from {/1. Fire Station relative to an e?Plosion and/or fire at above 
address; (rir.dn,lly answered by LT~ I PATROI1XBUI I& I I complaint filled 
in by LT. as follows: 

MR-S. VARY HARDY REESER, 67, was burned to death at above address; apartl.l'lent 
on ground floor. THB RHODES FUllERI\L HOME has body. II was the Coroner. They have not 
decided what could be the cause of this fire at this~. '-he electric clock was stopped 
at 4:20. l.ffi.S. REESER'S chair in the S.7. corner o! the living rooza was all burned up but 
the springs. The body was East of the chair on the £1oor - head South, feet North. Body 
was all burned but the lmees to the feet were all right. Black suede shoes were not 
burned. 

IUWTIGATION: 
Investigation of the premises showed that the apartment was the S.E. apartment 

of the ALLAMAln:JA APTS., owned by and operated by~ .. PANSY M. CARPENTER. 

en entorin~ screGn door to a hallv~y a left turn is made to got to the door 
of the apt. in gueftion. This door was partly open on our arrival and iie Viere infori1l.ed 
b~ _-hat that was the way the door was when she first discovered the fire. 

1h.e hall between the apt. of MRS. RE:SSBR ond the other apt. in the wing was 
iiell smoked up from a distance o£ about 3 ft. from the floor to the ceiling. The ceiling 
was heavily smoked and the !ace plate to the switch in the hall uas melted out of shape. 
This face plate ~as approxi~ately 8ft. from the door to the REESERapart,ment. 

The entire apartment ceiling TiaS blackened by sl':lOke; <:lrapes in the dinit13 
area were blackened around the top but ·were not scorched. 

South w.indow screen in dining area was clogged nth soot. 

Folding doors between the dining area and the kitchen were blaclrencd but not 
sct>rched. 

Face plates on light switches in the apartment uere melted; however face 
plates on wall outlets located at about 2t ft. from the floor were not damaged at all. 

Folding dooro from liVing area to dressins rooo were scorched around top. 

The heater in the living room appeared in good shape and was turned of£. 

i'he bathroom was haavily smoked, altho there uas no damage to lisht fixtures. 

~~n plastic bathing caps hanging behind bathroom door were not daoaged. 

There was a heavy burning in the partition between the liVing area and the 
lci.tchen, altho papers on the table top water heater, which was against the wall, were not 
scorched. · 

The kitchen eqUipment, which is all G.B. r.aiG!D~URE, and consisting of a 
Rcf:rigerator, 3 burner stove .e.nd table top vwe.ter heater, are in eood shape, and show no 
sign ot an electric short. 

b6 
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Page 2- Special Report re MRS. MARY HARDY REESER: 

None of the furniture left in the apt. shows any fire damage. 

The sheets on the one day bed, which had been made up, are not scorched, and 
have their original life. 

2 Candles that were on buffet in dining area were melted. 

A plastic curtain in the dressing room was in no way damaged by fire. 

Furniture in apt. as follows: 
2 day beds, one of which was made up for a. bed; 
A corner table betwaen the 2 beds, on which were a tan, electric clock, which had stopped 

at 4:20, and a table model radio; 
l straight back ahair 
4 dining room chairs and a table 
l Buffet, on Which were an Electric Fan and 2 Candlesticks; 
Kitchen eqUipment (as set forth above). 

In the Dressing Room was: 
l Chair and a Chest of Drawers; 
A Mirror over tho Chest of Drawers(Mirror was broken). 

Not present in the house at the time of the examination, but which ·was 
reported as haVing been present at the time o£ the fire, were: 

An overstuffed easy chair, 
End Table~ · 
Lamp. 

The chair was destroyed by the fire, with ihe exception of the springs; 
the end table was destroyed with the exception of 2 small pieces of the legs; the legs 
are the bottom portions of the table and are hardlY scorched. 

The lamp was o£ a wooden standard which was burned off; the lamp shade was 
destroyed, but the lamp bulb would still burn and the hard rubber switch was not damaged. 

Photographs and diagram made of this apt. to show damage. and relative 
positions of the furniture. 

IN!IERVIE\1.EDI JRELATIVE TO DISCOVERY OF FIRE: Stated she awakened 
a£te:r hearing a dUll thud, such ashe shutting of a door, at about 5 a.m., Monday, 7/2. 
She looked around outside, saw nothing of a suspicious nature and started back to bed. 

As she headed into the house she thought she smelled smoke, such as in the 
overheating of an electric motor, so she turned· off her electric pump, then went back in 
the house and to bed. · 

Later she got up and brought the paper into the house; at this time she 
thought it odd that MRS. REESER ·was not up listening to her radio, as 'Was her habit. 

At this time she noticed nothing unusual and smelled no smoke. 

She did not pay any attention to the apartment occupied by 1-!R.S. RE!i'SER. 

,lt about 8 a.m. a WES'lERU U~ttOII bDy came and inquired as to which apt. 
MRS. REESER i7as in; I ~ook the telegram and went over to the apt. , as she 
also wanted to take over the newspaper. 

b6 
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Page 3 - Special Report re MRS. MARY HARDY REESER: 

On arriving at the screen door she felt the door and as it was hot she 
called to the boy that something 'Was wrong and for him to come and help her. ihe screen 
door was unlocked at this time. 

" 
The boy kept on walking to the Street so she called to some painters v1ho 

were working across the Street; they came over and went into the apt. as she called the 
Fire Dept. and DR. REESER • 

.__ ______ __,~d not enter the apt. or look in. 

When asked about the door being opened, she stated that usualy the door 
to the apt. 'Was open but the screen door was locked. 

She told them that there was a woman in the apt. I llooked in at the 

:
e: :c:o:: froj the door and seeing no one lying on the bed, backed out and asked I to call the Fire Dept. He di.~ not enter the apt. He further stated the 
e a e appearance of having been slept 1n. 

INTERVIEW OF I I stated he entered the room after I I looked in; he 
passed thru the entLre house before seeine the remains of the deceased on his w~ back 
out. 

Stated ~en he entered the apt. there was very little flame, but quite a 
bit of smoke. 

In the hottest part of the fire he saw the springs from the chair and part 
of the lamp. 

There were a feu flames licking up thru the springs of the chair. 

All he could see of the body was the lower part of one leg and a black satin 
shoe. 

He noticed t~t the bed clothes of one o£ the beds was turned dovm and 
appeared as if someone had slept on it. 

The ceiling light was on in the dressing room and he tried to turn it oft, 
but the face plate on the switch was melted and he was afraid to touch it. 

All that remained of the £ire was a red smoldering mass. 

These tn~n both stated the heat was not what might be called INTENSE. 

IN'lERVIE"~l oF ASST. FIRE CHIEF (s. o. GRIFFITH); on his arrival at scene there was a very 
small amount o£ smoke coming out of the screen door~ which would hardly be noticed 't>Y an 
average person w.i.th no fire tr~ining, The inside was £illed with smoke and he entered to 
opep. windows to allow the smoke to dissapa.te. The heat was not too intense and there 
was very little visible fire. 

The fire was put out by a hand pump. 

At the time he entered he did not see any of the body and it was ~ot until 
he was on his way out that he saw the ~ee. 
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Paee 4 - Special Report o£ l!RS. MARY HARDY REESER: 

IH'JERVIEVT d ltEL!iTIVE TO THB ACTIONS OF HF.S. REESER: l~s. deeser rented b6 
the apt. the last day of ~y; she was a very congenial person and was considered an b7c 
excellent tenant. !!RS. FEE-SER'S day seemed to revolve around her son, 'DR. RICHARD RESSER. 

l~S. REESER'S usual day was composed o£ catting up rathsr early in the 
morning, usually before 6 a.m. and listening to the radio, washinz bel; under-clothes, etc. 

She would eat a h~arty breald'ast around 7-8 a.m. and vJait until her son 
came over :f.'or his t"Jorning cup of coffee about 10 a.m. She wc~d then leave to go down 
town to do hor son's banking. She would come back home about 4 p.m., lie do~n and rest 
until dinner time, which she had at the Doctor's house. She would return hone about 
8 p.;t, lie _down with the lights out, listening to t~e radio, until she was ready to 
retire. 

She was in the habit of tald.ng some Seconal tablets before zoine to sleep. 

SUliOAY night she came home about L:30 p.m; and appeared slightly upset. 

MRS. RICHARD RE!!:SER c~n::o over about 5-5:.30 p.m. ··and stayed a short while. 
DR. REESER then ~ame over about 8 p.~. and left in a shorvtime •• 

I l ta:tm d to !:illS. REESER for a short t.ime either just before 
the Docter came, or shortlY after he left. 

At this time she was dressed in a rayon night-gown and black satin shoes. 

She stated that she was a little upset and bad taken 2 Seconals and was 
~oing to take 2 more a little later. 

quarrel; 
I ~as led to believe that she Vtas upset over a family 

however, sne: was a little disappointed about taking a trip back to her hom.e. 

r lent over about 8:50 p.m. and ·was going to bring some ice 
cream back A um one mag "vox e for MRS. REESER. but- as she passed by the apt. she noticed 
the liehts were ou.t and the radio was turned off, so she decided not to wake her up. 

This '\\'as the last she knew o£ 1ffiS. REI3SBR until she was found dead the 
next morning. 

INTERVNI OF DR. RICHARD Rh'lESER,JR: stated the family had gone to the Beach Sunday 
morn.i..ng and returned home around 3:30p.m. A short time after arri'Ving home he found 
his Mother sitting in a chair crying. He asked what was wrong and she said she v1as 
feeling bad about not being able to take her trip l'lorth. 

The reason £or this was that the wo.n.an who was to come down and take his 
Mother North and find an apt. for her, had an accident and was unable to leave and that 
no apt. had been £Qund. 

He .stated his Yother was independent and did not want to go up there and be 
a burden on anyone. 

She asked the Dr. to take her home, and he said he would as soon as he had 
a shower,; af'ter taking a shower he .found that his Mother had started to walk home, so 
he asl.ad his T'llife to sac if she could find his Mother and give her a ride the rest of the 
way. 



, 
page 5 - Special Report of MRS. MARY HARDY REESER: 

DR. REESER went over to the apartment at about 8 p.m. to see if Mother and 
see if there was anything he could do for her. At the time he arrived she was sitting 
in her night-gown. She told him she had taken 2 Seconals and would take 2 more before 
retir1ng. 

He Jei't within a few minutes and did not sea his Yother again. 
' 

He further stated that his Mother had an operation on her back about 10 
years ago and it i\'aS difficult for her to mo.ve .fast or get out of a deep chair. 

MRS. REESER smoked some and usually used- a Lighter (a lighter was found in 
her purse). 

He did not know much about her financial circumstances as they were all 
handled thru a bank in COLU!!BIA,PA. 

He let her do most o.f his banking in order that she would have something 
to do in the day time. 

INTERVIEVI OF Jt!RS. RICHA.RD REESER, JR.: Stated she had gone over to her Mother-in-laws 
apt. Sunday evening about 5 p.m. and stayed just a short time. 

She was unable to shed any light on the reas'on MRS •. W'LRY REESER came home 
early Sunday. 

She stated that the night-gown MRS. REESER wore was a VAN RAAW'E Rayon 
Acetate with a stocking weave• - ' 

Missing is a rayon bouse coat, color black. 

The chair that was burned was identifi~as one made by the HENDRIX BROS. 
INC., Style #137, Cover #1527 -Green -made of al17material consisting of cotton .felt 
and inner spring unit. 

EXAMINATION OF ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT: City Electricians examined electrical system in 
apt. and following facts obtained: 

Only l fuse in the entire apt. was burned out and that was the fuse to 
the hot water heater. 

1bere was no indication of a short in the outlet near the chair where the 
deceased was sitting; the ~sulation was burned off the ·w:tres, thru thp conduit, but 
there was no sign o~ the wire haVin~ been fused or in any other way damaged. 

There was no damage o! any kind to the i"use box or sign of any high 
voltage or amperage overload. 

None of the switches seemed damaged, altho the face plates were melted. 

-' 
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In ~ the case of l{rs. '11ary H. Reeser, deceased, 1200 Cherry Street-North, I knati that 
this is one of the most publicized cases in the history of St. Petersburg. Due to 
that fact, the Detective Bureau has made every possible effort to find the facts 
surrounding the death of Hrs. Reeser; but the Police Dept. must consider this as an 
accident until such time as we van prove othcn'Wise. 

After a lengtb;r investigation and the receiving of the results of the examination 
from the F.· B. I., rre are mald.ng the f ollotdng statement: 

An examination of all specimens sent to the F.B.I. Laboratory for analysis 
shows no cxddizing ehemicals, Petroleum ~drocarbones, or other volatile fluids 
commonly used as accelerants or any chemical substances used to initiate or 
accelerate combustion. There is conclusive· evidence that the deceased body 
could be consumed by fire, as in this case, if the body' became ignited. vie have 
had in the neighborhood of 100 cases quoted in personal letters of various opinions 
and suggestions. In order to clarify some of those suggestions we have disregarded 
the idea of lightning, although there was a slight electrical disturbance on -that 
particular night. However, there is no indication in this case where lightning 
had struck this building in order to ldll the vic£im and set the body afire; for 
in most cases, light..'l1ing leaves tell-tale evidence, either of entrance or exit. 

Due to the fact l.Jrs. Reeser had taken a considerable amotm.t- of sedatives at 
night, and we do have evidence that she told her son, Dr. Richard Reeser, that 
she had taken inro sedatives at 8:00 P.M. and was going to take i111o more, there is 
every possibility that Mrs. Reeser~ while sitting in the overstuffed chair, could 
have become drowsy or fallen asleep while smoking a cigarette, thus igniting 
her clothes as at that time she was clad in a rayon acetate nightgown and a 
housecoat. The nightgotm, being hi~ inflamable, could have been ignited 'by 
a burning cigeret-:te, causiilg immediate death, :r:r the deceased was in a semi .. 
conscious condition. l{atural.ly, rrhen her clothes became afire, that would also 
set the chair afire creating intense hea't which completely destroyed the chair 
and a nearby. end table uhich lvas also complete~ destroyed except for a couple 
of small. pieces of the legs which could have fallen outside of the fire area. Once 
the b~became ignited, almost complete destruction occurred from the burning 
of its. own fatty tissues, for once the body starts to burn, there is enough fat 
and other inflamable substances to permit varying ruoounts of dest:tmction to take 
place; Sometimes this destruction by burning wm pro'ceed to a qegree nhich 
results in almost complete combustion of the body, as in this case. 

While such cases are not co:mmon, there are on record numerous instances of 
bodies burning with almost complete destruction. There is, h<Y.11ever, no evidence 
from my of the cases on record to show that burning of this nature occurs 
other than when the body is ignited by some external. means. The unusual. aspects 
of such cases of burning have been heightened by the fact that in many instances 
li ttJ.e damage from burning occurred in the room or area directly surrounding the 
victim. In this case, the absence of a:ny scorch or da.mage to furniture in the 
room can only be explained by the fact that heat liberated by the burning body 
has a tendency to rise and forms a layer of hot air rrhich never came in contact 
l-r.i.. th the furnishings on a lower level. This si. tuation could have occurred, par­
ticul~l:y if the fire had smoldered, rather than burned freely. 

THE ABOVE INFORl1A.TION HAS BEEN COMPILED AND HANDED Otr.r BY 
CHIEF REICHERT AND LIEurENANT BURGESS 
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JJook Confirms Finding . 
Yesterday, this reporter, found confirmation for the ready burn- · 

ing of human fat in the book "Homicide Investigation," by Dr. Le· 
Moyne Snyder, medico-legal director of the Michigan State Police 

l
and member of the American Medical Association and American 
Bar Association. 

Snyder, trained both in medicine and law, states: 
"One would think that the human body would be very 
resistant to destruction by fire, but this is not actually the 
case. Underneath the skin is a layer of fat which may be 
quite thick in heavy individuals. This burns readily and 

the destruction of tissue after a comparatively small fire 
may be great ••• In many cases it seems the destructi.on 
·of tissue by burning i!l out of all proportion to the m· 
tensity of f~re which caused it." 

This would confirm what pollee previously discounted. It also 
follows a theory outlined early in the case by Dr. Richard Reeser's 
wife, who told The Times that her mother-in-law's own tissue probably 
burned after she fell asleep in the · chair while smoking. · 

' The deceased was a heavy woman, weighing about 170 pounds. 
When found, however, all that was recognizably human was one 
foot-curiously intact-and stlll clad in one of the black slippers 
Mrs. Reeser j!ustomarily wore as house shoes. 

' 
Reeser 

tlackground 
Pollee and firemen found U\e 

charted remains of 1\lrs. 1\lary 
Hardy Reeser, 67, at 8:07 a. m., 
July 2 in her apartwent at 1200 
Cherry Street Northeast. AI· 
though little damage was evident 
only human remains found were 
a skull, shrunken to the size of 
a cup, a piece of backbone and 
an intact left foot in a satin 
slipper. Her overstuffed chair 
was destroyed except for the coil 
springs. 

Discovery was made as a tele· 
gram was delivered for 1\lrs. 
Reeser at 8:07 a. m. and the 
landladY, 1\lrs. P. M. Carpenter, 
went to give it to her. 1\lrs. Car· 
penter found the door hot and 
summoned the aid of two paint­
ers working across the street, 
It was then the blackened walls 

-_,-_L-- ... ~-iii:!;.....""~~~----"----~==-- ------· "~ -~ ::-.~.....-c _; __ :;-:;;:-_ 

Some Loose Ends -- ~ -- · 
were lirst JJ.oiiced anil the· few • · 

----=o=--==remaw-- found:'-Firemen--were~- -~=~-~­

Despite the findings of the FBI, several unexplained angles still 
il"emain: 

1. No odor of fire or burning flesh was ever detected by the 
1landlady of the apartment or neighbors. . 

2. No time of death has ever been established, making it im-, 
possible to determine. whether the blaze burned rapidly or 
!smoldered all night. 

3. No smoke was ever. detected by neighbors or workmen in the 

* * * REPORTER'S OPINION: "While people may discuss the 
Reeser case at still greater 
length than has already been 
done, we must not overlook 

the tremendous amount of work 
poured into the baffling case by 
investigating officers. Pollee 
Chief Jake Reichert, Detective 
Lieut. Cass Burgess, Detectives 
R. H. Lee and Ross Boyd and 
others all did back-breaking 

LEE work. Whether the verdict con- BURGESS 
vinces arm-chair sleuths or not, City poli~e were not lax in their 
pursuit of answerl!• • 

called and extinguished rast em· 
bers with a hand pump. 

!\Irs. Carpenter, who lived in 
an adjoining apartment, bad been 
up, at five a. m. and six a. m. 
to get her newspaper, but had 
not noticed anything amiss. 
Smoke smelled at five a. m. was 
thought to be coming from an 
overheated water pump. 1\lrs. 
Carpenter turned off the pump 
and went baek to bed. 

The Western Union boy who 
delivered the telegram didu't no­
tice any smoke, dispite the fact 
the windows were open. A Times 
carrier boy who delivered papers 
to the area earlier in the inorn· 
ing also noticed nothing amiss. 

Mrs. Reeser was seen by her 
son, Dr. Richard Reeser, his wife 
and the landlady, Sunday night, 
July 1, the last time at g p. m. 
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Reeser· Death Accident -
I 
I 
I -· I 

Sedative, Cigarette 
·And Acetate Gown · . 
·support FBI TheOry 

I . ~ 

!Police Statement · 'I 
The Police Department's official statement, based 

1report, is as· follows: • ·· I 
. "An examination of all specimens sent to the FBI 

(

analysis shows no. oxidizing chemicals, petroleum ;hy 
other volatile fluids commonly used as accelerants or 
substances used to initiate or accelerate combustion. 

I 
"There is conclusive evidence that the dec 

could be consumed by fire, as in this case, i 
had become ignited. i 

I "We have had nearly 100 cases quoted In perso 

· j EllCL'IJSIV!C I 
~
arious opinions and suggestions. In order to clarliy 
uggestions we have disregarded the theory of ligh 
here was a slight electrical disturbance on the part! 

jvolved. There is no indication in ·· this case where li 
'the bulldlng in order to kill the victim and set the body 
cases lightning ·leaves tell-tale evidence, either of entran 

"Due to the fact Mrs. Reeser had taken a consid 
of sedatives at night,. and we do have evidence :tha 
son, Dr. Richard Reeser, she had taken two secon'al { By JERRY BLIZIN 

' f . 11 sules at 8 p. m. and was going to take two· more, 
St. Petersburg's "cinder woman mystery ' was 0 ficla Y possibility that Mrs. Reeser while sitting in the oyers 

bisted as accidental death in a statement issu€d late .yester- ·her apartment, could have become drowsy or fallen 
!day afternoon ,~y Police Chief J. R. Reichert. smoking a cigar:ette, thus Igniting her clothes. I 

-~~y --~--._ cv. "'= ·"~.:J.tr~, ••• TT;=..4•,.~r. . 67.:whosebodv_ _ __ · I 
· - twas"-destro~a.;Jliiy,;2·=in-=lirr..:intensE:-biaze·:which:.di!Lon1Y.-=-~~1 _ _ 61 G · :--;:g:_ 

· ·'. :~' minor damage to her apart- f~T amma ~ own / i • 
•· "At· that time she was clad in a rayon acetate ru 

._ ment at 1200 Cherry Street \housecoat. The nigh,tgown, being highly Inflammable, c 
·.; Northeast, was closed "unless ignited by a burnirig cigarette, causing immediate de' 
~~ new developments arise." ceased was in a _semi-conscious condition. / 
· R · h t · d 1 th "Naturally, when her clothes became afire they 

•f. elc er Issue a eng Y the chair afire creating intense heat which completely 
./') statement yesterday based on chair and a nearby end table. Once the body beca .. · :>· a five-page report from the most complete destruction occurred from the burn 

,;;.'.'· • .: FBI laboratory, which spent fatty tissues. For .once the body starts to burn, th 
·,:{'•: .;;;; three weeks probing rna- fat and inflammable subst~nces to'permit varylng a 

.•.• ~:.l..>l-' terials from the fire scene stru~t!on to take place. Sometimes this destruction b. 
REICIIERT and . charred bits of the REESER proceed to a degree which results in almosl eomple 

woman's body. of .the body, as 1n this case. / 
In addition to a 500·word statement to the press, Rei~hert handed 

out a personal statement on the fire death, one of the most widely- "Whlle such cases are not common, there are-on 
publlclzed local tragedies in years. ous Instances of bodies burning with almost compl 

!There is, !J,owever. no evidence from any of th~ case 
Reichert's statement follows: . show that burning of this nature occurs other than w 

, "This is the most unusual cas~ I've' seen during niy al· ignited by some external means. , I 
most 25 years of police work in the City. of St. Petersbur~. "The unusual aspects of such eases- of burnlpg ha 
Since we have had hundreds of suggeshons as to how th1s ened by the fact that In many instan~es little damag 
incident may have happened, i am not. closing the door 'occurred in the room or area direc·tly surrounding 

~n the case yet. Fire Only Smoldered , I 
"We are however, holding the case in abeyance for any other . "In this case, the absence of any scorch or

1 
dam 

!information ~r developments that may come to our attention. The in the room can only be explained by the fact that 
!facts in the case have been checked from every possible angle, and by the burning body has a tendency to rise and form 

.II feel that the facts as g~ven provide the answer to the death of . air which never came in contact with the furnishi 
IMrs. Reeser:" level. This situation could have occurred, particularly 

smoldered, rather than burned freely." ,I . 
· ~o · Incendiary . 

' Baslc'allY, the FBI report bpils down to one salient fact: No ev­
lidence of any Incendiary matenal or accelerant of any nature co'llld 
1be found in any of the material,s tested. ., 

The report said, however, that common combustible 
fluids and accelerants such as ether, alcohol, gasoline, etc. 
-would probably be consumed in such a fire and no trace 
of them detected afterward. • · 

FBI analysts pointed out that the inOammabUlty of human fatty 
tissue Is intense, a fact llttle·known by most persons. Substances 
found in segments of the rug from the Reeser apartment were found 
to be melted human fat. · 

In effect, this summation of findings by ·:FBI 
-chemists, rules out spontaneous human combustion 

Ia Times reader and explains the "level of heat mar 
the Reeser apartment. I 

At the time her body was discovered, pollee an 
a· line of black smoke and soot around the upper wa 
with buckled electrical wall switches and melted 
lower down pn the same walls, outlet plugs were in 
ings unmarked by heat. · 
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TO DIRECTOR, FBI 

b6 

and is employed in t e , appeared \t the 
Camden Resident Agency with the magazine article set forth above aud advised 

b7C 

that after having read the article, he had typed up his own theory Od the 
matter and wished the same to be made known to the FBI Laboratory in view of 
the reference made to the Laboratory in the article. 

I !advised that he had sent a copy of his theor.y as enclosed 
to the Police Dept. at s~;tersburg, Fla., as well as to ttl writer of the~~ 
article, Dr. WILTON l.f.ARIO~"\ROGMAN at the University of Penns vania:~~ ~ 
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BY DR. WILTON MARION KROGMAN 
Unlver.slty ot Pennsrlvanla 

• I AM A "bone detective," ai well.as 
a profe~sor of physical anthropol­
ogy.\Jt is my special skill to identify 
human bones-either the whole 
skele'ton or parts of it. 

Fiom the skeleton or its remains 
I cari tell the age of a person ~t the 
timel he died, his sex, and his race; 
it is ~lso possible for me to estimate 
his height and body-build. From 
hum~n bones I can often determine 
the ~a use of his death (the prover­
bial j"blunt instrument," or a gu~­
shot, or a knife, axe, cleaver or any 
other cutting weapon) ; how long 
the bones have been buried in the 
earth; 'and finally, if the skull is 
present, details about the living tis­
sue ~nd how the man looked. 

who you were, during your lifetime. 
I've been. called in by the police 

and FBI to work on a number uf 
murder and disappearance cases 
where only the bones were available 
-soft parts had decomposed, been 
eaten by acids or burned away. 

But in 1951 I ran into a case 
which for sheer horror and bizarre­
ness beat anything in my' experience. 
The local police kept referring to it 
as "~eird," "fantastic," "unbelieve­
able," and even the. conservative 
FBI ventured "unusual,'.' "improb­
able." As for me, were I living in 
the middle ages .I'd mutter some­
thing about "black magic" . ·. • 
liut first let me outline the known 
facts. 

At 9:0() P.M. on the night of 
July 1, 1951, Mrs. ·Mary Hardy 

Id short, your.skeleton is a dead giro what you were, and 
14 ' 
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THE STRANGE CASE OF THE CINDER LADY 

after I had entered into the case. which the most famous, that of the 
As I pondered this case the chords Countess Cornelia de Baudi. Cese­

·of memqry began to hum a recog- nate, was minutely investigated ... " 
nizable tune and I went to the li- I searched further. I found that 
brary-I just knew that this was not an English magazine, The Saturday 
an entirely unfamiliar scene. I found Magazine, in August, 1832, ran an 
my answer in Charles Dickens' . article called "Fire in the Human' 
Bleak ·House, Chapter 32. Mr. Body." It·described the burning in 
Guppy and Mr. Weevle are wait- 1731 of the laay cited by Dickens .. 
ing to meet Mr. Krook. . "This lady, who was in the sixty-

" Mr. Guppy happens to look at. second year of her age, 'retired to 
his coat-sleeve. He stares at it, bed in her usual health. Here she 

. aghast [and says]: spent above three hourdn conver-
" 'Why, Tony, what on earth is sation with her maid, and in saying 

going on in this house tonight? Is her prayers; and having at last 
there a chimney on fire? See how fallen asleep, the door of her cham­
this soot's falling. See her~, on mY. ber was shut. As her maid was not 
arm! Confound the stuff, it won't summoned at the usual hour, she. 
blow off-smears, like black fat!'" went into the bedroom to 'wake her 

At the appointed hour they en- mistress; but receivin~ no answer, 
ter Mr. Krooks' room together. she opened the ·window,. and saw 

"The eat 4as retreated close (to her corpse on the floor, in the most 
the door) and stands snarling_:not · dreadful condition. At the distance 
at them; at something on the · of'four feet from the bed there was 
ground before the fire. There iS a heap of ashes. Her legs, with 
very little fire left in the grate_, but stockings on, remained untouched, 
there is a smouldering, suffocating . anq the head, half-burned, ·Jay be:. 
vapour; in the room, and a dark' tween them. Nearly all·the rest of 
greasy coating on the walls and the body was reduced to ashes.· The 

_ ceiling.: The chairs and table, and air in the room was charged with 
the bottle so· rarely absent from the floating soot. A small oil lamp on 
table, all stand as usual. the floor was covered with ashes, 

"Here is·a small burnt patch of but had no oil in it; and in two 
flooring; here is the tinder from a candlesticks, which stood upright 
little bundle of burnt paper, seem~ upon a table, the cotton wick of 
ing to be steepea in something . • . both .the candles. was left, and .the . 
0 Horror, he is here! . . • tallow of both .had disappeared. 

"Call this death by any name you. It has been generally supposed that 
will, it is the same death eternally- an internal combustion had taken 
inborn, inbred, engendered in the place; that the lady had risen from 
corrupted humours of the body her bed to cool herself, and that, in 
itself-Spontaneous Combustion." . her way to open the window, the 

The foregoi~g theory is stoutly combustion had overpowered her, 
defended a5 fact by Dickens in the and consumed her body by a proc-
1853 Preface to the first edition of. essinwhichnoflamewasproduced." 
Bleak House. He avers "that there I found that in 1763 the Annual 
are about 30 eases on record, of Register of the Royal Society of . ' ' . .. 17 



l PAGEANT ~BER 1952 
. £ondon reported the case of an 7) The floor at the site of'thc 
elderly woman, gin-sodden, who was . burning showed some charring, but 
put to bed by a friend at U :00 P.M. surrounding furniture, clothes and 
Xt 5:30 A.M. on' the 'following walls were unmarked; -
trtorning smoke was seen coming· 8) 'The air was charged with 
out of the window; a small fire, oily or .greasy· soot and walls and 
eltsily put' ou~, was on the floor. ceiling were covered by this soot; 
The body was badly burned, though 9) Often the residue (of bones 

. ''one leg and a thigh were still en- 'or tis5ue) was oily and odorous. 
tire." It was said, "the people were · I now want to point out some 
amazed that the furniture had sus- very serious problems--problems 
t~incd so little injury ... the' feath- which, 'strain . belief beyond ' the 
c'r-oed, the clothes,· and covering b_reaking point. 
J.cre sa~ e." In the. ·room "the walls First, and foremost, it takes a 
~nd . everything in it were black- t~rrific heat to completely consume 
cncd"; the room "was filled with a a· human body (and I mean soft 
very disagreeable vapour ... ". · tissues plus skeleton). I have 
l I've presented pertinent detail in ' watched, in a crematorium, a body 
these cases (and there are many burn at 2000°, F. for' over eight_ hours 
more) not so .much to support theo- ---burn under the best possible. con­
ries of spontaneous or internal ditions, with both the means of 
c'ombustion-Uihich are wholly un- combustion (a furnace .with excel­
t'enable-as to point out an ever- lent draft) and type of combustible 
tccurring pattern: ' (_kas or oil). ~t the end of that 
I 1). The victim is U~J!ally· a wo- tnpe there·was scarcely a bone that 
man, in her 50's or 60's, of corpu- was not present and completely 
lent build; ' ; recognizable as a human bone. It 
I '2) The victim was addicte'd to a Was not ashed or "powdered." Only 

·· ~abit. which' indu~ed helplessness at 3000° F., .plus, haye I seen ~ne 
( ddnk) or un_consciousness (a fuse:-or:' melt, so that_ it ran and 
drug); _. ~capte volatile. Thcie are very 
j 3) She was.in the habit of smok- great'heats-they would•sear, char, 
ing (pipe or cigarette) upon retir- scorch, or otherwise mar or effect 
ing; the burning occurred at. night; anything and everything within· a 
the · victim more than once fell considerable radius. 
asleep in a chair; . · Secqndly, in my experience the 
'[ 4) A candle (or candles) was in human head is not left intact in 
the room; the candle-substance was , such burning cases. Certainly it 
'melted, but the wick was intact; does not "shrivel," or symmetri­
j 5) J'he ~urned ( charre.d or cally reduce, to a much small~r size. 
ashed) remams were found on the Ip the presence :of heat suffic1ent to 
floor, often near the room's center; destroy soft tissues the skull explodes, 
j 6) The main mass of the body li_terally, into many pieces. 
was completely consumed, but head , Finally, I pose_ less tangible prob­
~nd extremities (hands, feet, fin- Ieins. The body is over 90 per·cent 
gers, -toes} and occasionally .verte- water-perhaps even a little more 
brae were often untouched; h1 very fat people. I find it hard to. 

18 
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bone; a lump· of charred tissue ten- ~e5h; I've burned "green" bones­
tatively iden_tified as liver; her left bones stripped of flesh, but not 
foot, with skin unburned and still dried out; I've burned dried bones. 
shod in an unscorched black satin I've used all sorts of combustibles, 
bedroom slipper; and the heat- ranging from a hickory and oak 
eroded coil-springs of the chair; · fire (said to be the hotteSt "natural" 

3 ), The windows were partly open fire), through coal, oil, gasoline, to ' 
and the door was not sealed; , an electric muflle furnace. I care-
, 4) The wall paint nearest to the fully observe how the bone behaves 

chair,_ and the floor in the im- dliring bum~ng and how it looks 
mediate vicinity, was only slightly when it has cooled off. 
scorched; ; As a result I have formulated. a 

5) Electric light plugs and fix- JJasic prjnciple: "The "destruction 
tures in the soot area on the walls of animal or human tissue is a· 
had melted, but ~ase-plugs lower function of ·the conditions of com­
down had n<;>t; no fuses had been .bustion, rather than of the type of 
blown and the electric current was Jombustible used." By this I meari 
on, and working; that without a brisk draft (the free 

6) Two candles standing on the passage of air) the fire will besmoth­
window. sill had melted but curl- ered, no matter how inflammable 
ously their wicks were intact; .the combustible used. 

7) Newspapers on a nearby table ; What earthly circumstances and 
were not scorched and neither was causes could have led to such com-
the bedding on a day bed; tplete destruction of Mrs. Reeser? . 

8) An electric clock had stopped JLightning? Local Weather Bureau 
at 4:20 (presumably A.M.?), but frecords showed that no storm had 
when plugged in ai the basel?oards ·occurred on the night of July 1. 
it ran O.K.; ' Could it have been an electrical in-'\ 

9) There was absolutely no * duction current, passing through the 
evidence of any. inflammable mate- f body, caused by faulty wiring? But , 
rials (kerosen_e, gasoline; etc.) at or I've already noted that the wiring 
ncar the site of burning; · w~ intact, for the electric clock ran 

10) While the room was intensely ! O.K. when plugged in. Was it by 
hot, there were no flames, no em- .. spontaneOus or "int~rnal" combus­
bcrs, no collection of sticky or vis- tion-~at is, a fire starting in the · 
cous material on the site; · 1 body tissues w.ithout any external 
. 11) There is no record, during : cause? But this is impossible! The 
the night, of any smoke, any heat- • fluids and fats of the human body 
crackle, or any nauseous or unusual I simply do not contain the chemicals 
odor escaping-from. the room. , which might ignite all by· them-

As I mentioned earlier I'ver selves .. Could she have perished so 
worked on a number of human! completely from just a dropped cig­
burning cases. To understahd what arette?' Or was she burned else; 
happens to the human body, I've where, then "planted" in the room? 
done some experimentation using These are all "hunches," or ."theo­
botli animal and human cadavera:· ries," that occurred to the local 
I've burned bones still encased -in • police, ~nd to me a few weeks later 

16 
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Some ash, some oily soot, a foot, 

I 

and fragments of ·backbone ••. no 

more wa$11eft of the Cinder Lady. o'id 

she vanish by black magic? Go 

up in spontaneous. combustion? Burn 

, ·in a heat hotter than hellfire? 

Why was the rest of the room unscorched? 

A world-famous bone detective 

spins his theories after months of 

research and tracking clues 

; aged 67 years, and 175 
pounds heavy, was last seen alive 
in he~ one room apartment, in a 
four-apartment building in St. Pe­
tersburg, Florida. Mr8. Reeser was 
the widow of a doctor who had 
practiced near Lancaster, Penmyl­
vania,l in the heart of the "Pennsyl­
vania Dutch" region. 
0~ j the fatal" night she and her 

landlady were the only people in 
the btiilding. The last time anyone 
saw her, Mrs. Reeser was sitting in 
an over-stuffed chaiJ;'·, a bit off the· 

I , 
center1 of the room, wearing a rayon 
acetate. nightgown and a house- . 
coat. She was smoking a cigarette. 
She .Was known to. take several 
sleeping tablets before retiring. The 
room 

1
was of moderate size with a 

couple of ·windows. 

• At '8:00 A.M.·.next morning, the 
landlady took a telegram up to 
Mis. Reesds room. She grasped 
the doorknob but found it too 
flaming hot to hold. Two painters 
~orking' in the building forced the 
door and were me~ by a bl<)St of 
hot air. Their startled gazes met a 
scene macabre beyond words: 

1) The walls from a level of about 
four feet above the· floor, and the 
ceiling, were festooned with a greasy 
.soot which gave off. a "peculiar 
odor'; . 
· 2) Where Mrs. Reeser had been 
sitting were only ashed and charred 
remains. They included a roundish 
object identified as the head; and 
varyingly described as big as a 
"baseball," or a "teacup" or a 
"grapefruit"~ a, few pieces of back-

IS 
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believe that a human body, once 
ignited, will literally consume itself 
-bum itself out, as docs a candle-_ 
wick, guttering in .the last residual 

·pool of melted wax. Wf!en human 
flesh burns- it gives off an acrid, 
evil-smelling odor, especially if 
burning free in a room or in the 
open. How could 175 pounds of 
mortal flesh burn with no detectable 
or discernible smoke. or odor per­
meating the entire building? 

Just what did happen on the 
night of July 1; 1951, in St. Peters­
burg, Florida? We may never know, . 
.though the case still haunts me. The 
"Cinder Lady" is now part of 
our folklore. It couldn't happen, 
but it did. That's the 'way the St. 
Petersburg police and I felt about 
it. Police Chief J. R. Reichert is­
sued· a statement six weeks after 
the burning, as follows: · 

"According to her son, Mrs. Rees­
er habitually took two sleeping pills •· 
before retiring. There is every pos­
sibility that~ while ·seated. in the 

• over-stuffed chair, she became 
drowsy or fell asleep while smokingA 
a cigarette, thus igniting her clothes. 

"At that time she. was clad in a 

rayon acetate nightgown and a 
howecoat (according tq her. son, 
who had visit~d her the evening 
of July 1). The nightgown, being 
highly inflammable, could have been 

·ignited by the cigarette, burst into 
flame, causing almost immediate 
'death to a . person in a remi­
conscious condition. 

, "Once the body became ignited, 
.almost complete destruction could · 
have resulted from the burning of 
its own fatty tisues (Mrs. Reeser 
was a heavy woman, weighing 175 
pounds), an uncommon but entirely 
possible occurrence according to 
FBI analysis. 

· "In this case, the absence of any 
scorch or dcpnage to furniture in 
the room can only be explained by 
the theory that heat liberated by 
the burning body rose to form a 
layer of hot air which darkened the 
upper walls and ceiling of the room 
but never came in contact with 
walls or objects at a lower level." 

Logical and scientific as this 
sounds, he came closer to truth 
when he concluded, "The case is 
not closed and may never be to the 
satisfaction of all concerned." • • 

SEAT OF LEARNING ______ ___:_ ____ _ 
• TOMMY WAS AT HIS FATIIER'S SIDE. "Daddy," he asked, "what was the 
name of the great American traitor in the Revoluii~nary War?" 

~ _ "I don't know," repli~l his father. · 
~ ;,,, "Who was Vice President under Harding?" 
~ "Gosh, I. forget." , , · 

r, • ~ "Well, then," Tommy tried again, "do you know where Monticello is?" 
': "No," replied his father, after a moment's deliberation. 

"Gee, Pop," said th~ boy, "you don't mind my asking you, do you?" 
• "Of course not," replied Daddy. "How else are you going to learn 
things?" • -IIelen' S. lfaDD 

19' 



OFF-GUARD 
· BY LUCIEN AIGNER 

I 

1• ,FOR MORE T~AN 25 year5 as a photographer I roamed 
.three continents hunting for cclebriti~ in off-guard mo­
ments. My,purpose was not so much to discover their 
weaknesses--which I also had done-but to show the 
human being behind the pose of the public figure. Here 
are four pages of the best, with my commen.ts. 
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?~~Q)!~jJ:c.~1-'J;,'1l.Y,.·I l 
October 13th, 1 52 

Dear Sirs;-
In regards to the article that appeared in the Octobe~ 1952 issue of Pageant magazine 

I must say that it set me to thinking seriously concel"ning "The Strange Case of the Cinder 
Lady" along the following lines;------ . , 

We know that certain diseases very definitely raise the temperature of our bodies from 
the normal of 98.6° up to 112° at times, although seldom reaching the bighel" figure. Too, · 

i· 
I' 
I 

that we do not know all that there is to be kno\vn concerning diseases. Also, that i~ is qu!T~ 
possible that thel"e might be some dis~ases that are as yet tota1ly unknovna to us, whic~ fact 
also applies to forms of diseases. Too, I take it that the artic-le of the "Cinder Lady" is 
all true fact. I 

So much ffor the knovvn facts • 
Now for the theor"Y, thus;-

Could it be that there is some disease, or some form o:f cancer that is entirely un­
-known t• us at the present tim~ that enters the bodies og certain peopme and lays there 
semidormant, but developing, slq.Ly,buy su:i'ely fol" an unkno'rm lengbh of time without an;rs:vmp­
-toms showing --- until, as in the cases cited in 11 The Strange Case of the Cinder Lady' , thi~ 
disease, or form of cancer is triggered off into extl"emely violent activity, and in its vioe 
-lance it raises the person's temperatUl"e to heights far in excess of anything kno\vn to us 
now, possibly up to 700~ or 1000°, whereupon chemical reaction takes over, and raises the 
body temperatul"e up tp 10000° or 15000$, which would totally consume the body in a ver'Y shorT 

~--~t~~ln SO doing the disea~e WOUld be preYing Ol\-lihe human·body even after death.~and- possibly 
even also preying upon )tself, at the higher- t~mperatUl"es. . · . 

..-..-.. ----Too;,-the~c:p.emical re~ctions within the body would not all be oxidation, but quite possibL.Y 
would go to prepare it for the oxidation taking place on the exterior, where the greater 
amount of oxygen is, and the~excessive temperatures therein generated so accelerating the , 

~~-l'"ate-o:r-ext-errlal oxidation that the body would be consumed within an hoUI" and a half from th(!. 
time that the violent activity of the disease was triggered off. 

Also; as in a storage battery this chemical activity could possibly set up electrical 
cUl"rents, which would in circulating within the body also raise the temperatUl"e, due to the 
resistance of the various parts of the body. 

--~~-~0bY-i9~S~Y--~nY person so afflicted would be unconsious at 107° and certainly dead at 150~ 
So that be, or ~be would obviously suffer very little, i:f·any at all, because these tempel"a-

1 ~- -turemis w~~~· hha~e be~n reu.fach:fediandtpatssekd s
1
o veey .rapidly, in such s. case, that thel"e wou~d 

rar;:..vr--_be_a.., tl.-.ulwu .Q ~nee • or s el". ng o a e p ace • 1 .,.._.. · -
~l!-fe'6:l..._~a~ it would be a very excellent idea, that the next time such an event occUl"s, 

.- that several .::-medical ~ expel"ts ·get on the scene inmediately and have everything in the 
room left exJictly as when it occUI'ed, and ~hen the experts move into the building 'v.ith a set 

~----~~f~eaectron'microscopes, a vast'multitude of slides, etc. and put all soot, grease, ashes, 
pal"ts, dust, etc. on the slides, all being labled, in full detail, and'preserved for then · 
present and future examination to find out the cause; and. if possible, establish m& theo~. 
Allovdng no one but the scientists to touch anything, until the·scientists are thl"ough.· 

Who knows what migh~. be tUl"ned up to help us in this matter. and/ or other matters? 
Yours T~ 

b6 I 
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i~chntcal-Authors PUblishing House 
Btsoa~k Straat 21 
(BOb) Etnbeck~ Germany 

. ____ ..._--.,_ ~ ~ ~ .... :;::._-~ ------...., 
.DearL..I ---------~ 

• 
!Ji 7~1 

January s, 1955 

The let;ter wlJ ich I I and you sent; 
to thtc Bureau on Dece~ber lU~ 1954, has been rccatved. 

In connec~ton with your tnquiry, the FBI 
conducted laborato~y ezantnattons concerning the death 
O/lfrs. J.faru H. Reeser oj Bt. Petersburg, Florida.. These 
ezantnattons were done at the request of Mr. Jacob e. 
Retchert, Ohief of Police, 3t. Petersburg, Florida, and 
the results were furnished to Chief Reichert. Inveattga­
tton oj the case as cuch. was not handled by the FBI but 
was conducted by tll,e St. Petersburg, Flori,da, Poltce 
Department. It is, there.('ore, suggested tila.t you cor.mnmt­
cate directly wtth ahtej Reichert for wha~ assistance he 
nay be able ~o give you. 

It is al:Jo guggested that you wrtte to the :r, .. 

ecUtors o.f the 11Jaurnal ot Orininal Law, Crtnt,nolqgy ~ ~~ 
and Police t~Ci.ence~ 11 publ'tshad by the llortTlweatarn. ~ 
Universi,ty Scl~ool o.f Law~ Chtcago~ Illtnots~ .for iljijtqr@ 0') 

oat-ton appearing tn tllat publtcatton. : 
00 

~ ;:::::; 

U1 
i-1 -= <::> 

cOiViM =- FsF 
JAN 6-1955 

NlAILED 24 

Sincerely yours~ ~ :.r: 
/ c -o 

,, ~ ~ 

:") Q .. 
'TJ Q ~ 3: ,_,.., 
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NOPE: Bureau jtle 95·4~192 rejlects that the FBI 
Laboratory conducted examinations into the death of 
Mrs. Mary H. Reeser of St. Petersburg~ Florida. 
Mrs. Reeser died as a result oj a fire. Addfiess of 
the "Journal of Criminal Law~ Criminology and Police 
Science" per Bureau Library. 



. -. 

.. 

• • • 

Scotland Yard in London, the Surete in Paris and the Federal 
Criminal Office in Germany have, likewise, promised us the~r support. 

VTe ~1 reimburse you for expenses involved. 

Respectfully, 

Technical-Authors Publishing House 

I I 
P. S. -- Moreover, the Court Chemist in Cleveland; L,l ,....-...,.....-,.,....,..--.,.. 

allegedly made a compilation of cases of this type in the 11 Journal 
of Criminal Law, Criminology and Police Science" a few years ago. 
Perhaps it would be possible to put this compilation at our disposal 
or perhaps it c~uld be purchased for us over there. Yf. L. 

- 2-
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TRANSLATION FROM GERMAN 

IIDER. TERMIN-ARTIKELII (Term-Articles) 
Technical Editorial Work for Newspapers and Magazines 
Technical Lectures for Broadcasting 

~ ______ ...,...... ......... 1 member of Jo~alist Union in Lower Saxony, #234 
L.------....11 member of the Protective Union of German Authors, #6p3 

USA 
FBI of the USA 
Washington 

I l12/1o;54 

/{\ a ~"1 H , 0 ff.~ -e~ e r 
A1-

Re: Criminal Case Mrs. ·REESER, St. Petersburg, Florida. 

HighlY esteemed Gentlemen, 

The abov~~entioned case was investigated b.Y the FBI at the 
time. VIe knov1, no conclusive explanation was found. Mention was made 
that it concerned one of those rare cases of nself-cremationn which occured 
quite frequen~ly in former centuries but which never have been explained 
satisfactorily. 

We are planning to publish, in conjunction ·with noted scientist~~ 
a larger work about these mysterious self-cremations and ask you to kindly 
assist us vlith material. Of this case, we need a photograph of the woman 
who was burned to ashes in her room (it was produced at that time and 
should be in your file) • 

You certainly could cause, out of 11love1for the matter, a copy 
to be made from the film. Furthermore, it is important that we have a 
report of the facts as well as of your own conclusions. Here, too, copies 
·will suffice. We would be indebted to you if you could help us with our 
work by putting the above material at our disposal in the very near future • 

. 1 5- u )}iJ J - ? 
~- .J...J...! t 

7 JAN 7 ·1955· . , .. .... . 
~------ -..~ ~ -

# 
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• • _ - In· und auslandische Korrespondenten 

•1)rga:f4&ft~•~B~~· FACHSCHRIFTSTELLERISCHE ARBEITEN FOR TAGES~· .UNO ZEITSCHRIFTENPRESSE 
"' • .-' " .. • ' Jlo 

s£!&+5 = FACHVORTR](GE FOR RUNDFUNKSENDUNGEN --·{ 
· 1 1 Mltalr.d 4·· v..t.o .. 
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f t20bl c==J--e. n 

• . • :....~'" r.:.foeo 206 
VIL/RVI 

u.s.A. 
~deskriminalamt der USA 9175 
Washington 

Betr. :· Kriminalfall Frau Reeser, St. Pe:tersburg (Florida). 
vom 1. zum 2. Juli 1951 

Sehr geehrte _Herren, 

Der obengenannte Fall ist seinerzeit aucrr vom Bundeskriminalamt 
der USA ~n Washington untersucht worden. Wie uns bekannt ist, 

•• 

wurde eine endgliltige Klarung nicht gefunden. Es wird davon ge­
sprochen, daB es sich dabei um jene seltenen Falle von 11Selbst­
verbrennungen von M:enschen" handelt, die in friihe~en: Jahrhund.erte,n , ~. ~ 
sehr oft vorkamen, die aber niemals eine restlpse Klarung . fanden. j 
Wir haben die Absicht iibe:r diese mysteriosen Selbstverbrennungen f: 
im Zusammenhangcmit namhaften ~lissenschaftlern eine groBere Arbeit ~ 
herauszugeben und bitten Sie ·um· Un~er,stiit.zung mit Material. In ----- -=-- 1 
diesem· Falle benotigen wir efn Foto von der ~u Asche. verbrannten ~ 

, Frau in ihrem Zimmer ( es wurde seinerzei t hergestellt und diir;tte 1 
bei Ihren Akten liegen). Sicherlich konnen Sie der Sache zurliebe i 
von dem Film fiir uns_ einen Abzug herstellen lassen. Ferner ware ! 
uns an dem Tatsachenbericht tiber den Fall und Ihrer eigenen Stellung- i 
nahme gelegen. Auch hfer. benotigten wir lediglich die Abschrif'!i.en.- ·-·j 
Wir waren Ihnen sehr zu Dank 'verpflichtet, wenn Si~ uns bei unserer 
Arbei t durch bald1ge Zurverfiigungstellilng obigen Mat,erials helfen 
konnten. - l 
Scotland Yard in London, die Surete in Paris und das Bundeskriminal- .

1 amt in D~utschland haben uns ··ebenfalls ihre Unterstiitzung zugesagt. 

Die entstehenden Unkosten werden wir Ihnen ersetzen. 

Hochachtung_,svoll !. 
Pacltsc!1riftstelle:--'' C'r!c'l' 

.. 



RtC\)RUt.U .. 17.. 

· . \NDEXEO • 72 

l!ay 28~ 1955 

Dear Jfr. ~...I ___ ..... 

Than~; you for your letter o.f l!ay 28~ 1955~ 
tn t!Jhich you inq~ired regarding the !Jeeser Case which 
occurred in St. Petersburg~ FlDrida, in 1951. 

In connection e;tth your inquiry~ the YDI 
conducted labora.tory \aza~ina'"btons concerntng t;ll.e 
daath o.t !Jrs. l!ary I!• .. '1ceaar. These e::a"Cinattons 
were. done at -tha raqt~c.a-t oj llr. Jacob :;. Eeichert., 
Chief of Police, St. Pa*ersburg, Florida, end the 
reeults oere turntahad to hin. Investigation oj 
~his case was handled by hiD dcpartnen*• 

rhe PBI LaboratQry conducts ezaninations 
at the request o! duly cutkorizecl law cntorcenent 
agencies, and ce treat ~uch eza~inations as conJt­
dential. Lny £nforoatton concerning this case 
would have to ba obtcined tron Chta! ~atchert~ ana 
I trust you w~ll under8tand ny posttion. 

Si,ncerely uoura, 

John Edgar Hoover 
w Direc-tor 

-) ~ •" .,. ... ~ 
'w I ~ ~ ,., :"~ '' ("..> .. j, 

Tolson_ (J(J - Jl'£ami, With Copy O.!f ~i~com.ing • r'' • -.. 
~:~~i':n_ ATTENTION SAO: The Reeser Case was unique' in that 

b6 
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Belmont__ Mrs. Reeser wasfouna:burned to death in a chair .in . , 
~~o her .1 iving room. 'the body was almost completely consumed;· .. : 
P;rSOf!S-:-- mowever, surround'tng ·.furniture in the room was not . ~~· 
~:~~ JU damaged. (95-41192) A~ ' ~. ;Y 
Sizoo ---t-it tM a 1fAf'f] d' rtf /?;. t..f 
WinterroWd>_ ·1iJIHk7ri;J~;; lrlAlLEO 8 I ) I!J ;· v~ 
Tele. Room_ t' · VI •":/ 
~~~~;an- ' l4) ·';J~ . r.1AY 2 6 1955 lr 
~~iy· ~,Room 7407 C"MM-r=a1 1 

1' ~, .. 1 ----~~~-- ·~y 
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112,000 WATTS 
ABC PRIMARY 

- - -------- - - --- - ----- -

,_ 

• r1t ·W£AT -
P.O.BOX 70 

West Palm B:each, Floridd 

PLEASE REPLY TO; 

5/18/55 

Information Office, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
v/ashington, D.C • .. 

Gentlemen;-

--...., 
b6 
b7C 

12 VHF 
CHANf'IEL 

.< 

I'm thinking seriously of writing a book or long article~ 
on the Reeser·Case which occurred some years ago in ~~/(1 
St.Petersburg,Florida. It was the case where the woman 
\vas completely consumed by some force while in the kit.chen 1IJ 
of her home, and yet nothing else was damaged in the room. r 
Police Chief Reichert of St .Petersburg \'/rote me that the 
Police records of the case would not be available for not 
taking by "any individual from a news standpoint." In his 
letter he says: "Based on 'the reports received from the 
Fir~ Underwriters in Chicago and the laboratory tests ~ 
made in \'lashington by the F.B.I. we believe sufficient ~ 
grounds have been established to justify closing the ~ 
case." ~ -Do you folks put out a report on the case? Are the tesU& 
you made,the re~ults that is; available to the public?·8: 
Is there any way I can get any information from you as 
to your part in the tests in the case? I'll certainly 
app~eciate any infonnation you can give e--Lf J 9 ~ _. 

\Y:~ "'t.\) .. 1l.........-~~---L&.I.,;~......ll.lo.Lii~------, 
1 "''It R'<.CO~'v ~ 

'\~~ L...........,~l'l'l""""''!'n""'""""-----=~~~65 

JBR/ek 
WEAT RADIO e 850 on your d{al e 1000 watts 

j 

PNBC~(' 

I 
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TO: 

• 
AIR TEL 

tmG!JL.llR UAIL 

FRO:h SAC, PRIL.~D~LPHIA (80-100) 

SUBJECT: mistm; ll"o. Anna t:artin -
Victim - :rnmDERt 
Polico Cooporation, 
Fhiludalvhia PD 

• 

Cnptain! I Co:mondinz orficar, HOtJ.icido 
~uad, Ihiladolph n PD, adVises victim- found burned to death 
fJ/18/57 undor ll\VStl.lrious c1rcumstanc3s._ Boforo death vict$:3 
wighed apProximtely 230 pouxxls; h0i'1aver, rozdns after death 
weighed slightly ovw r;o pounds, the re:nainder baing consumc.d 
to aehes. Ccm'bustiblo rr..aterials near raoains r.era not scC!'chod, 
although_, incinaration apparently took place nt spot mere 
rarno.ina .four.a. 

I Jhe.d bean advised FBI Laba:ratm-y developed 
very important ormation in a similar c:lt:'n mere victim uao 
a l:rs. REESE a.r REBSBR and J.attcw caro believed discovered 
op~oximateJ¥ 7/2/52 in st. Petersburg, me. 

3- Bureau 

l - fh;i.lndclpbia ( f0-100) 

Dml:HPS 
(4) 

'ImHllRICR 

r~r. Tolsml u-~~c 
Mr. Niehols.­
Mr. Bu::~rdman­
Mr.JMmont.­
.Mr. l'.lohr ~­
Mr. Pm:: ~:;; -­
Mr. R?\.::::< ~-
11-Ir. Tmnm .-­
.Mr. Tr<·::.·,vl' ~-­
:Mr. Nc:::, ' ~ 
Telc. Room­
.Mr. l!olloroan_ 
Miss Gnndy_ 

~.~\ ~,.£'":::~ 

·-

' !"" 



95-41192 - j/!J. 
March 2, 1962 

e 

I L..-----;::::::====::::;-=---___. 
De a~.._ __ ____. 

Reference is made to your letter of February 22, 
~ 1962, requesting information concerning the Mary Hardy 
V Reeser case or similar types of cases. 

The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence in 
this case received from the Chief of Police at St. Petersburg, 
Florida, to assist him in his investigation of this matter. 
Examinations made by the Laboratory for law enforcement 
agencies are treated, however, on a confidential basis, and 
I am not at liberty to make public the results of these· 
er..aminations. 

_,, 

You may wish to correspond with the editors' o~jhe 
"Journal of Criminal Law, Criminology and PolicEt Science," 
published by the Northwestern University School of ~Law, .':; 
Chicago, Illinois. I understand they published an ar.ticle by_. · 
Lester Adelson on cases of this type a number of ye~.rs ago~. 
They may be able to help you in this study~ ... , "f':; 

·~ ~· 

t·Fb S ~~ i!l b·~~ aeS ~tlh'ilvieJy yours, '"· 
:i ;~~ . _ 1:0~~ fllAiiiiJll 

tlE~.~j?C~f(!H~ f { ~!1!~4 EYtftr&r {)t ~,~·.{['} ~ 
: V,... 'J' Director ·.:- J 

' t . /jER "' ,, ·· .. ~~f1A£o = e§tU/~lJ · 
(see addendum next page) 
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Letter to ~...I ------....J 

ADDENDUM: 

b6 
b7C 

Laboratory received evidence in this case from J. R. Reichert, 
Chief of Police, st. Petersburg, Florida, on 7/10/51, relative to the 
unusual death of Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser. She had been almost 
completely cremated, in her apartment, although the damage to her 
was not commensuratel with her condition. Laboratory examinations 
revealed no .accelerants in the evidence submitted. No information in 
Bufiles identifiable withl I 

2 



.. . 

1J~i~' 
·~~,r~~ 1 Jp.,c.t;.~ 

tiV ..... ;>Q~~~ p_. c • 
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-. ., 
SAC, Phlladeltlhia (80-100) 

~aj?~~~ I I 9 ;< -
UNSUB; Mrs. Anna lV.lartin­
Victim ... MURDER; 

Juno 3, 1957 

,- Police Cooperation. 
~ Phila.dslphiu PD , 

f' ,t;• 

For the assistance of C .. \ptatnl _______ ...... 
Hoxuicide Squad, lPbiladelphla, ther~ ia sat forth belot>! the 
information furniohecl to r.ar. J. E. Reichert, Chief of J?o~o, 
St. l'oteroburg, Flm."ida, in the case of IVlro. r.:rary Hardy""lteeser, 
deceased. 

In way of 0l:plano.tion, th~ St. Petersburg Pollca received 
their report of o. fire in which thG deceased was burned to dGath, the 
cause of the fire being untmown. ~rhe body of the decoasGd was ruther 
complotsly cremated \lith the e;~coptlon of the left foot ;.vhich was 
burned in two, ubout four incheo above tho anltle. Th!3 loft shoo worn 
by tho decousod -wao atlll intact. 'rhe chair in which she uas oittlnG 
v1oo complotoly bm·ncd aw;;J.y, leavln~ just the oprinas. A Gmall end 
table was comp~:;t:;-~·,: burned v1lth the exception of two leGG• The 
floor carpet was kli.U'.aed in an urea of approximately thrco fe(;;t in 
diameter. The apa:&~tment whore she resided show ad sign:;; of extreme 
hGJ.t on tho coiling, ,and \"lilllo upproldm.atcly four feet from the floor. 
Plastic light switches had maltc:ld but floor plugs \Vere unharmed. 
n.:rro. Rosser was described as 5• 7'' weighing 170 pounds. \r'Vhcn last 
seen on the avenin~ p:r.ior to thG diocovery of her body, she \?ao wearing 

b6 
b7C 

a rayon ncoto.te nightgown with n. otoc!dng weave. :tier bluck rayon houoo- ' 
coat could not be found: Variouo itGms were submitted fol'" Laboratol~y 
Ciram!nation with the request for information or theory -r:hich could 
e~rplain hor1 a bur.aun body could bo oo destroyed and tho .f!ro confined 
to euch a omall area with so little ti'1.mage to tho structura of the ~: 
buildincr and the furniture of the room. ·~ 
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Letter to Philadelphia 
Unsub; Mrs. Anna Martin - Victim 
Murder -Police Cooperation 
Philadelphia PD 

eubstaace wbich saturated several of these specl~ens .•. was 
found to be human fat. The absence of any traces of volatile 
inflammable fiuids ·does not preclude, o1 course, the 
possibWty that such fluids were used in destroying the . 
body of the deceased. Because of their very natUl"e, 
gasoline, ·.e~ther; and similar inflammable fluids are 
consumed ordinarily in the early stages of a fire. Where 
there baa been almost complete combustion, as in. this 
case, it would be most unlikely to find such fluids even 
tho~h they bad been prese11t at the beginning of the fire. · 

"As regards the destruction of the dec~ed•s body · 
. which occurred in this ease· it is entirely possible .that the 

body was consumed to the extent shown Jn the photoaraphs 
. and as indleated by the boneJragments and otheJ: :debris 
without the aid of any such m,aterlal as gasoline.- ~It is not 
generally realized the extent to· which the bum an body can 
burn onee it becomes ignited. Whlle such cases .are not· 
common, there are on reeot.d numerous lnstanees•.of bodies 
burning with almost complete .destruction. It ·was formerly 

. ·believed that such eases arose from spontaneous . co~bustion 
or the burniDg was somet1m• attributed to preternatural 
ea. uses. There is, however,.· absolutely no evidence from, 
any of the cases on· record to show tllat burning of tbis 
~ature occurs other tban wh~n the· body is. ignited by some 
external means. The ~Au~ual aspects of such ·cases .of 

, burning have ·aeen heightened by t~e fact tbat in many 
instances litUe damage from burning oceurr~ci ln . the room 

-2-



Letter to Philadelphia 
unaub; Mrs. Alma Martm - Vietlm 
Murder - Police COoperation 
Philadelphia PD 

0 

or area directly surround.tng tile •tetim. As in. thi$ ease, 
the remains of the vleUm were fo1111d reellning ln the 
wreckage of a chair. sofa, bed.o1~ in one iutance sitting 
on a stairway. In the last-named ease the victi.m was a 
woman who had been clad in rather voluminous garments. 
Not a ·vestige of clotblng was fOUl:ld remaining in tbat case 
although no extensive damage was ·done to the stairs. 

''As indicated above, these cases are explain•f:i by 'the 
faet that the body becomes 1Snited from some outs!~ .caue 
such as burning clothing,. a bul·ning mattress, e~ or 
other rneans. ' Once the body starts to burn U\ere: is, enough 
fat and other 1nfla.nunable substances to permit ~tyiug · 
amounts ·of destruction to :~e place. . Sometim@ this 
destruction by burning will proceed to a degree whl(:h · 
resulta in aluiost · complete. combustion. of tile body~ ' 

-~· . 

~1n this case, the absence of any scorching. or damage 
to furlliture in the room can·. only be·explained by'thfl fact 
that heat liberated by the bll.fning·body bad a tentle~cy to rise 
and formed a layer of hot atr whieh never came in ¢oatact 

· with the furnishings on ·a lower levet.· This ~tuatiqi\ would 
have occurred particularly it the fire b,ad -smoulde~~d .rather 
than bu~~~ freely."· · · 

The lnforma.Uon.set forth above was obtained· by us b"om 
several texts 1B the field .of f:'orensi.e Med.kine. It l)a8 eome to our 
attention that one I _ pt Cleveland made a. c~mpilaUon of 

\ ' 
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CD.Seo of this tytJo in th0 ~ 3Journol of C1'1mlnal Lat7, Crhninolc;JY 
and J?a.Uco Science. p Possibly~ reference t~ tbis journnl or 
commooicltlon y;lth the publlohcr~ may locato tW.~ coml'lluti<:,no 
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. I I 
Mr. Evans ... -
Mr. Gale .. -·-· 
M',. Ros~?n ..... 

. Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Tavel .... 
M~. Trlllt('r. 

July-15, 1963 Te)e.iim ~ 
Mih . ln•.'S 

Miss G • 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Wa.shington, D. c. 
Dear Nr. Hoover: 

_yW~I 
:r9- " 

I am a free lance magazine writer presently preparing an l 
article for True I-lagazine dealing with an investigation 
qf a St. Petersburg, Florida, woman's death in which the 
FBI and its laboratory played a part. I am hoping you 
will be able to provide for me some information dealing 
with this case. 

The case in quest~ death with the death on July 2, 1951, ' ' 
of Mrs,. Mary Hard;("Reeser, 6?, a widow, of 1200 Cherry Street ~ 
Northeast, St;=l?etersburg, Florida. On that night (July 1-2) \J" 

. Mrs. Reeser was consumed in he~ apartment by a fire of un­
··known origin that reduced her body from 1 ?5 pounds to less 

,:. than 10 pounds, yet did substantially little damage to the 
apartment itself. · . ~ 
Police Chief J. R. Reithert requested (and received) the ~ 
assistance of the FBI, its agents, pathologists and FBI Lab. go 
Scrapings from the carpet, metal from Mrs. Reeser's chair, g 

) 

ashes and the mortal remains of I-lrs. Reeser were individually~ 
boxed and taken to the FBI Lab for microanalysis. Many as­
pects of the case \'Tere so strange that even the FBI ventured 
that the case ,.,as "unusual and improbable. 11 

After weeks of investigation, the FBI issued a report '\'Thich 
declared that there was no evidence that any kind of in­
flammable fluids, volatile liquids, chemicals or other 
ac~elerants had been used to set the widow's body ablaze 
and there '\'las no evidence of homicide in.:..the --a 

~
~ 

1 

My research thus far indicates that Mrs •"$'"~ •. ~s~;r,' 1~Y have 
;~ fallen victim to a very rare and curious malady -- a natural 

; ld ~ phenomenon, actually -- knoim among medical-men as~ Sp.on- ~~ . ~\~ .'t.:!rlJr taneous Human Combustion (SHC) or Preternatural Combustibil~" 
~ )<_ (PC). I have unearthed over 50 similar cases in the cour~(1"" 

\
~i·~~.~~J;/;p5 of this research, but not any other so thoroughly 9;D.~C~t;J-~· 
f ~ ~~ petently investigated as this. ~l?~:· ~ :\ ~! ;~ : · ~: tF.9a-r · ' - ' 

•• •• 
1 N<Yf=F~00R ED 

~
tt~t{ \;-, \-!hat I would appreciate learning from you:,i+!. ord~&:tfsu~~963 
£1 -~ this article '"rolly accurate tbrougb.o~.,._,is ... s,· p~~~-~ 
f~ I ()n1'- l;·v:~·- -· ---..... __ : 
A .L------------J 1 , Ma1hnq Ltst J 
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1. The identity of the FBI agents who investigated 
this case at the scene in St. Petersburg; in 
particular, the pathologists of the FBI who 
were on hand there. 

2. The identity of the FBI pathologists who per­
formed the extensive and thorough investigation 
and analysis of the specimens submitted to the 
FBI Laboratory. 

3. A transcript, if possible, of the findings of 
this team, as reported to the ~BI Headquarters. 

4. The identity of the individual in charge of this . 
investigation. 

·5. Finally, a brief description of any other case 
of similar nature in which the FBI, its agents, 
pathologists and Laboratory may have played a 
part. 

Very little of a concrete nature is kno~m regarding 
this phenomenon and its manifestation. Any light you may 
be able to shed upon it, therefore, "t·rould be deeply appre­
ciated and would, of course, be of tremendous assistance 
in . maint?-ining thorough accurary throughout the article. 

Should you w·ish to check upon my background in this 
matter, the following sources or persons may be able to 
supply you \'lith what you need.· 

The Society of l'lagazine \.J'riters, Overseas Press Club, 54 W. 
40th Street, of which I am a member. 

mv agent. b6 
-v· b7C 

~----------------~ 
with whom I have-oeen working on this piece. 

years, police reporter of the I I ne\'rspaper 
It may further be of inter:st to you t~at I was for four 

and \vas often in contact with t e Dayton FB office and fre­
quently met with the assistance and cooperat~on of Mr. Ed 
Mason, FBI agent in charge of the Cincinnati office. 

Since I am working under pressure of a deadline, I. 
would appreciate your prompt attention and reply. 
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f's~ ¥//,?7~ .~ May 8, 1964 

11 ~:<. . c 
I . "J·r 

DearL-1 ___ ____. 

Your letter dated May 5th has been received. 

In response to your inquiry regarding the case of 
Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser, the FBI Laboratory examined certain 
evidence in this case received from the Chief of Police at 
St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him in his investigation of this 
matter. Examinations made by our Laboratory for law enforce­
ment agencies are treated, however, on a confidential basis and 

-~, ! . ' :,.":) 
m 

CDE; 
~-{~ 

:::0 
0 
0 
X 

I am not at liberty to make public the results of these examinations. 

MA1t.ED '20 

MA'< 11. 1964 
. ~ '" -" _. : ·.- .: .. ..,. 

~.-....- ~ 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

v 
NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. See D. a. Morrell 

b6 
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to Mr. DeLoach memorandum dated 5-8-64 captioned "''J;he Baffling "Burning 

\\') :::~c:~~t~ W. Eckert, True Magazine, May,. 1964." :. ,. ,~: 1 Tolson -- :,v-\ 
Belaxmt--Moht __ _ 

! Callahan - • · Conrad \ _,: ~ :. ~ ( 
OeLoach-
Evans __,.. _ _ _ 

~:~;~;an ~ ~~~ 
Tavel--- .rJl 
!~~:~~AY 1919~lr 
Gan~y MAIL ROOMW TELETYPE UNITO 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

II 

TRUE COPY 

May 5, 1964 

b6 
b7C 

. Acco.rding to an article f~o~ True Magazine, entitled , . ] 
"the Baffhng, Burnmg Death," you have fLies on a deceased woman, ... / 
Mrs. Mary Hatdy~eeser (Reeser) I only know that she lived in a .. 

!our-apartment building at 1200 Cherry Street, St. Petersburg, Florida ' ·. 
and that she was 67 -year-old widow at the time of her death. on July 2, 1951.

1
.., .. ;;o' J 

If it is possible, I would like all the information that is 
available on her death and on the investigation which followed it. If you 
have any information which you can send me, it must be done so before 
May 29, 1964. 

'I/ 

Thank you very much for your time and s~ice. / 

Sincerely, /~--1£!?~- I 
15 MAY 12 1964 
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1....___-----..JI .. 
Dear I.__ ___ _.. 

. 

.. 

,, 
'). 

" 

I have received your letter of July 15th requesting 
information concernillg the Mary Hardy Reeser case which occurred 
in 1951. . 

tll 

CDf; 

H~ 

-­~ .. .. 
•'­.. 
• • • .JI 

:: 
Investigation of this matter as such was not handled by , J 

this Bureau, but was conducted by the Saint Petersburg, Florida, Police : ~i 
Department. The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence received • (;-· 
from Mr. Jacob R. Reichert, then Chief of Police, .and the results were ~;; 

.... : -~--d nished to him. Examinations made by the Laboratory for law enforce-r.:: 1 .~ 
\ co- ~ _ ent agencies are treated on a confidential basis, and I am not at liberty :;;; ~ ; 
I• o - ~ malte these public. It is suggested you may wish to communicate . ~.:. c .i 
wC:·- - ~t l ~ f'"" 

0 
·rectly with Mr. Harold C. Smith, current Chief of the Saint Petersburg\~:~/ r._.: J 

..... ::= S olice Department, for what assistance he may be able to give you., · ~ · V, · l 
e--"J--f You may also wish to correspond with the editors of the • ~· l 

"Journal of Criminal Law, Criminology and Police Science, " published · ~ , 1 
by the Northwestern University School of Law, Chicago, Illinois. I · -::'l~ , 

, understand an article by Lester Adelson on cases of the type you are 
\: · interested in appeared in this publication a number of years ago. You 

-l 1 1 ·cv.;J0 <P\ ~ r:o 
. ••• U.. :Edgar. Hoover~ ' 1 ' \\\ ~Y 

./__
1 
f. l'7 u~ I ~~ Since~ely ~~urs, d l ~.6.>· r 

ToJ 1 - Cincinnati - Enclosure · ~\) 
a .. 1:, ·· · NOT.E: Correspondent is on th mailing list to receive'the Uniform Crime 
~~~er ,.. ; ,. Reports. 13ufiles indicate a very limited prior correspondence with him, while 
~!:~~an ~he was a police reporter for the l F'~wh~~~~~-~s in response 
DeLoach :::zz::;:to 'similar requests ·for help in preparation of articles. fThe~La:bo.r:~tory received 
~~~:s BECiDeV.iCienceC:iii the particullrrrcase on 7-10-51, relative to the unusual death of 
~:~~;:On ~rs. Mary ~Reeser. She;hfid· been almost complef"e"l'VJQremateQ.jn~er apart':" 
Tavel • "*'-. ment alffiOugh Clm'fnrg'e'"to· her residence was not comm~rtsuraterwPW:~ r ccmditlon 
~r~tte~r ~· :'?'' Laboi-atory · ·· . M evealed no .accelerants. in the .evidence suB]· itted. The . 
• :~· ~'.~l):"esQbfi'!;JI~ · ett~r was discusseCI wrtn the Laooratory DlVlSlon. . 
Gand lJ --;~ ~~Mj ) TELETYPE NIT ~ ' . ' HHa':wclio . . . . . i . " ~~ ... .. ·- .... . - -.... ~ ' . ··- ....... ' ..... -- .., 
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Dear L-1 ___ ____. 

• 
May 8, 1964 

~ ., .... 
'. :t... ., 
CD~ 

~-4~ 
:0 
0 

Your letter dated May 5th requesting information o 
concerning the case of Mrs. Mary Hardti{eeser or similar types 1= 

of cases, has been received. 

The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence in 
connection with Mrs. Reeser• s death received from the Chief of 
Police in St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him in his investigation 
of this matter. Examinations made by our Laboratory for law 
enforcement agencies are treated, however, on a confidential 
basis, and I am not at liberty to make public the results of such 
examinations. 

Enclosed are booklets about the FBI which I hope 
you and your classmates enjoy reading. 

Sincerely yours, 

..:3: b6 
~ b7C 
.::0 

.. COMM·FBt 

~r E"cfgar HobVeiJ 

John Edgar Hoover v.tA. V , 
n·rector ~;·· cr ~/ 

Enclosur11M<5> ,:~''£::·: ~ rYla. .R ~~ 
The story of the Fl3t'·1 ~~ \ (/\" Vffl!V \P" J c, 

' Tolson Coope!J8\tiol\ The Backbone of Effective Law EnfQ.rcement 
~~~mont Finger~FinfJidentifi~\\.~p '- ·,• ' 11 

-· pJfVI/ 
casper The FBI Laboratory . . ·· 
Callahan -- . - , · ..., 
eonrad Facts about a Career in the FBI _ ~ '; l' t 

~~;~;ch- NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. See D. C. Morrell 
~~~~n to Mr. DeLoach memorandum dated 5-8-64 captioned "'The Baffling Burning 
s!lf:~~~~~an Death' b~/~lan W. Eckert, True Magazine, May, 1964." 
fi ~~ww 6}o~~t~l¢f~f}'l (3} ( .>1-J 
~ te. ~fi711r::!}:I!,{V i"' , . 
~;s - ~~3 MAll. R~OM . TELETYPE UNIT 0 



.. • 
TRUE COPY 

5-5-64 

Dear Sirs: 

Our Science class at Southwest .DeKalb High just read 
an interesting article in True Magazine. It was on spontaneous human 
combustion and bodies that were burned to ashes within seconds with 
no damage to clothing and etc. It mentions that the FBI is working on 
it. Our science teacher asked me to write and find out what I could. 
So could you please send me any free information on this subject and 
the developement of it. Cases, etc. 

I would appreciate it very much. 

Thank you, 

\ 
'-

~'\.'t>" ~- L/1 \ ; _)?, 
~ EK• ~~: ~ ~ ---= 

12 MAY 18 1964 

-
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• 
June 1, 1964 

I r-

nea~L-_JW--1-1-· ~"""""', -~"""'""' 
Your letter of May 23rA requesting information 

concerning the case of Mrs. Mary B9YReeser has been received. 

The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence in 
connection with Mrs. Reeser's death. This evidence was received 
from the Chief of Pollee in St. Petersburg, . Florida, to assist him 
in his investigation of the burning death of Mrs. Reeser. Exami­
nations made by our Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are 
treated on a confidential basis, and I am not at liberty to make 
the results public. 

Sincerely yours,. 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

b6 
b7C 

: ~ ::::-L::::u~:t- Enclosure ~ TJIN y;P~ 
NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. In his incoming, 

Jf r-1 stated that after undergoing sev~ffk days of mental tests, he was 
~by a doctor that his "mental capac1t'lg'~t.ifiu§~.Ar~ceed those of the late 

TBollso~n Albert Einstein. " In view of the fact that correspondenfl'.tnay suffer certain e- ~L 
Mohr . aberrations this letter is being sent on JJm<* l~terhead. Background 
g~~fa~an information concerning Mrs. Reeser's death iU &fu~iMP in D.C. Morrell to 

· ~~r:~cb___,. Mr. DeLoach memorandum dated 5/8b6~,. captioned "'tHe Baffling Burning 
~~~:s ® Death by Allan w. Eckert, True Magll{il$',1@fl3:.Yt .1964." 
~:~~~:n · ~- 6RJII~n~tO~ · Ofi!JfJtJ 
Tavel if:r 15 • 
Trotter ' 
Tele. ~oorn _ t" (f\J ,~ 4J'l 
Holmes D 0 zyll 
Gandy MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT 
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May 23, 1964 

J. Edgar Hoover - addressed. 

Dear Sir: 

It has been reported that the F. B. I. investigated the baffling 
burning death of Mrs. Mary H. Reeser on or about July 2nd, 1951, 
at 1200 Cherry St., Northeast, St. Petersburg, Florida. 

While it would seem absurd to suggest that I might be able 
to contribute anything to a solution of this very mystifying kind of 
occurrence, it is a fact that, about 7 1/2 yrs ago I was told by a 
doctor, after I had undergone several days of mental tests, that my 
mental capacities must exceed those of the late ~r.h Einstein. 
That doctor's words could only have been a guess, as I was under 
sedation with "Largactnnat the time of the tests, which is a sort of 
"emergency brake" drug£ that slows down all the functions of body, 
mind, memory - everything. The actual I. Q. score, under that 
slowed' down condition, was reported to me as 156. Could it do any 
harm to supply me with full details on the above case? And on any 
similar cases known to you? 

Yours, 

I J 

b6 
b7C 



.l'~ ; 
Mr. To~on. • \\ ! 
llfr.Bcl~­
Mr. !\fo. 
Mr. Ca~;pe -..:!, 
Mr. C'alinhan . __ 

Mr. 1Con~··-­
l\fr, D:?I - ~ 
?.fr. Eva -
Mr. Gale., __ 
Mt:,. Rosen. __ _ 
1\r~. ,Sullivan._:_ 
l\lr. ;Tavel.... ___ _ 
llfr. 'Trotter __ 
Tete: Room. __ 
!\lis~ lblmes .. _ 

• • 
September 28, 1964 

Mi~s Gandy--=-: 'JZ CtS- ~-/!/ 92 - 11 
-------- .. 

0 

t1:b 
1"1'1 

CD~ 

Ha 

Dear( --------J . 

;:o 
0 
0 
X 

Your,@ter of Sep~ember 23rd, regarding the case 
of Mrs. Mary Hardy ~s§r.anJ! other similar cases,· has been 
receivett. 

In response to your inquiry, the FBI Laboratory 
examined certain evidence in the case of Mrs. Reeser received 
from the Chief of Police at St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist 
him in his investigation of this matter. Examinations made by 
our Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are treated, how­
ever, on a confidential basis and I am not at liberty to make public 
the results of such examinations. I hope you understand my position. 

Enclosed are booklets about the FBI which I hope you 
enjoy reading. 

Sincerely yours, 
MAtLED 6 

S£.? Z u \~64 · 
COMM-FBl ! -Enclosures (3) ,. · ~ 

~~::~~ The Story of the ¥Bn8, v os b~{· 
Mohr Fingerprint Identification :.etf Casper __ 

callahan The :FBI Labora~rr, ~ :;• ' 
g:~r~ch _ ) £t;f:M£o: iliYEClO 
~;;x:s DCL:pem,l,rz:z·i (See ~OTE next page) 
Rosen {3) ~· 
Sullivan J 

~:'~~~r J'/4 \/ A J1 ·_,. '_ 
~~!·4;111 ~ h U/WV 
GO; UGJ MAj~b'o~D TELET'tPE UNIT 0 - ---
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. There have 
been numerous citizens' inquiries regarding the magazine article, 
"The Baffling Burning Death" which appeared in the May, 1964, 
"True Magazine. " Allan W. Eckert states in this article that he 
talked to the FBI, knowing that we made Laboratory examj.nation 
of the remains of Mrs. Reeser. He was advised of the confidential 
nature of our files and when Eckert asked for a copy of our report 
and the names of the persons who made our examinations; these 
requests were refused. He made a second inquiry for the names 
of ou~ personnel involved in thts case both in the field and ,~n the 
Laboratory and ;was refused a second time. The cases described 
in this article involved .deaths wherein humans sudqenly burst into 
flames so intense th~ir bodies are reduced to ashes within a few 
minutes, in most cases with little or no scorching of clothing or 
surroundings. Eckert refers to such deaths as_ being 0 sporitaneous 
human combustion.'' 

., · Replies .ta similar inqui·ries as coi'respondemt ·makes 
have been answere~ove, ap.d this· acknowledge~ent is· deemed .. , 
appropriate for that reason in spite of ·correspondent's inquiry regarding 
Eckert. (94-3-4-166-230) 

- 2, -
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Dear Sir: 

• 

Sept. 10, 1964 
Washington, La. 

The tenth grade class of Port Barre High School 
read an article in a ff'rue magazine. (Edition of May 1964} This 
article was written by Allan W. Eckert. The name of the article 
was "The Baffling Burning Death. " Mr Eckert said he talked to 
the F. B. I. about the mystery and others concerned. Our class 
would like to have more information on it. Since he talked to you, 
we thought you might know more about it. 

Please send any information possible. 

Sincerely Yours, 

1~ 

?k:!f (!!3==: I. i 
Envelope postmarked September 23rd. 

b6 
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November 18, 1964 

I ~ 
... 

c 
~ .,,~ 

l"tl ..:;;. rot; - I.1J 
.t-o{~ N 

""1:11 
~ ::t: 
Q ... 0 
~ :J: --

Dear .._I -------J 
Your letter dated November ·lOth, requesting information 

concerning the case of Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser or similar 'types of 
cases, has been received. 

The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence in 
connection with Mrs. Reeser's death received from the Chief of 
Pollee in St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him in his investigation 
of this matter. Examinations made by our Laboratory for law 
enforcement agencies are treated, however, on a confidential basis, 
and I am not at Uberty to make public the results of such examinations • . 

MAll..~D. ~ · 1 
- -- - Sincerely~ursr"'' 

NOV 181964 rL. E.d~ oo~e ~ 
• __ __ coMM-t:Bl jl laJ!J Pe:'ese. ~ . 

NOTE: Correspondent~ot identifiable in Bufiles. An article 
entitled "The Baffling ~u~irig Death" by Allan W. Eckert appeared 
in the May, 1964, issU'e o~True" magazine describing a case 
involving Mrs·. Ma,!Y.~ard~ Re.es~r in which her body-seemed to 
disappeaT-6y sp-ontirfie'Ousrliuman GOll}.bUstion. The Bureau made 
Laboratory examination of evidence. The magazine story 

Tolson described other similar c}j.s~~R a~p Jappye .. ~eply has previou~SlY. 
~:~~ont been given to related inquirie's. c. ·1 >;.1 ,, t,•~ · 

g:;::1ch_ ~J 
Callahan__:_ DCL:pe 
Conrad __ 
'E:'vans {3) 
Gal~ -

~:~~~:an - A ~~ 1'0 J 
Tavel r ;\, 
~~E:~-OOIQ_rth\_ 1\tl\\l 71054 
Ga;,dy • WJ'i!J Jl.\fAYL OM ~ TELETYPE UNIT 0 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

We have seen in the May 1964 issue of True that the 

Federal Bureau of Investi-gation has looked into many c~ses 

of the Burning Death. Is this statement true? Would you 

please forward all information possible on the cases of the 

Burnin~ Death? Thank you for your time. 

Yours truly, 

.. 
tt.C-\ 

9r_ fl/7~ ~ 16' 
-~---.EX-l01J . f NOV 191954 

• .. : 

-
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Dear IL...------1 .· 

Your letter of March 7th, requesting Information · · · ' ·· 
concerning the case of Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser or slmllar . · " : 
types of ~ses, . bas been received. . . 

: · Tho FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence 
1n connecUon with Mrs. R,~eser' s death received from the 
Chief of Police 1J1 St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him in . 
his investigation" of this matter. Exatnlnations made by our 
Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are treated, how• 
ever," on a confl~enUal basis, and I am not at Uberty_to make 
p~bllcltho results of such ex:1mlnat1o~s. 

.. 

· Sincerely yours, 

... 
I 

• 4 ~ ' 

. ~~: -~~:~~;c NOTE: An arti~le e~titled "The Baffling Burning Death" by 
Mr. Mohr_ ~-- Allan W. Eckert appeared in the May, 1964, issue of" ue"· 
~::: ~;~::~~-,··-.magazine describing a case involving s_.. ar Ha!:,q .~eser in 
Mr. (',.i~~ '; a~·::: i which her body seemed to disappear by spontaneous uman · 

' '~ 

I ~:r· ;:·It -·-- The magazine story described other similar cases, and above reply 
J ~~~: ~~~:· ~-~~·:.:::·:.: has previously been glve_n to related inquiries; · . . . . . 
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TRUE COPY 

March 7, 1965 

Dear Sir: 

I'm a student at De Mille Jr. High School, Long Beach 
Calif. 

A subject came up in our class and I was wondering if 
you help us. This is in connection with our study of Chemestry. 

We have heard of a certain condition where in the past 
a human body has been consumed by some very high tempeture, and the 
surrounding area was not damaged. This particular case a woman 
sitting in a chair watchtng T.V. and all of a sudden she had burned up 

If you could send me a report of this case or any other 
like this I would be very grateful 

Thank you 

RliC· 99 

tX-103. 
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Dear L-1 ___ __. 

I ;., "-- -':~· 
'-<.7 ~: 

!....._'::: . -y~ \.,()} 
~ J:i 
~ 

<::) -~ 
' <::) .... -,p; 

Your letter dated November 8th has been received. 
--7) 

Although I would like to be of service, we have no 
material to send you regarding spontaneous human combustion. 
For your information, the FBI Laboratory examined certain 
evidence in connection with the death of Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser, 
which has been said to have been caused by spontaneous human 
combustion, to assist the Chief of Police in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, in his investigation of this matter. Examinations made by 
our Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are treated on a 
confidential basis, however, and I am not at liberty to make public 
the results of such examinations. 

Sin~erely_yours, 
J a l!Jdg~ .t:!OOV~J! 

~ -\:~ 4 ~::..:-.. ~ 
- .¥:-"'7(V' 
~"-~ 

/ '/' 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

'" /j/},'1 

..._ 0 ·. (}'(.- NOt'E: t~.article entitled "~he Baffling Burning Death11 by Allan W. Eckert 
1~ \ - appear'edh.n the ~~-' ... ~96~,tPsue of "True11 magazine describing a case 

'f. involv~ng~ ~rs~~?~.;ti,ee~ in which her body seemed to disappear 
T 1 ~~~ f_p.g~taneouWHuman combqstiOJ,J, •. , T~e magazine article mentioned that the 
~~~;~~~ Fl3f1e4~.ined evide~ce in M~s. Ree.~er' ~~cas~: .. ~ _qC2rrespondent' s teacher If 
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TRUE COPY 

Nov. 8, 1965 

Dear Sir: 

I am very interested in spontaneous human 
combustion or SHC. We talked about it in my 8th grade Science 
class. I asked my Science teacher where I could obtain further 
information about SHC. He said probably the FBI. . So could you 
please send me all of the information on SHC cases that you have. 
Thanks a million. 

Sincerely, 
I I 

My address is 

upostmark: 

sv '{)3M 

'~J s NOV 231965 
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Tolson-­
Belmont--Mohr __ _ 

DeLoach-­
Cosper-­
Collohon-­
Conrad--
reJt __ _ 

• • .. . 

November 3, 1965 

Dear .... I ____ ____. 
Your letter dated October 30th, requesting 

information concerning the case of Mrs. Mary Hardy 
Reeser or similar typas of cases, has been received. 

The FBI Laboratory examined certain 
evidence in connection with Mrs. Reeser's death 
received from the Chief of Police in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, to assist him in his investigation of this matter. 
Examinations made by our Laborato.ry for law enforce­
ment agencies ar.e treated, howeve.r, on a confidential 
basis, and I am not at liberty to make public the results 
of such examinationso 

Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 

DCL:cvb 
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federal Bureau of Investigatipn 
Department of Justice 
9th St. and Pennsylvania Ave. 
Vlashington, D.C. 

To Whom It May Concern: 

October 30, 1965 

Recently, I read an article in a past issue of TRUE 
Magazine (l-1ay, 1964) entitled "The Baffling Burning Death ... 
Tfiis~icle mentioned that on July 2, 1951, Mrs. Mary 
Hard~eese;r died in St. Petersburg, florida, "from fi~e, 
w1th no iaea'~f what caused it ... 

I have become very interested with this and would be 
very grateful for any information and facts that you could 
give me ~bout this case, if it is at all possible. 

I am a soph~ore' at Penn State University and I am 
working on a personal researchproject dealing with 
occurrences similar to that which happened to Mrs. Reeser. 

May I say agaip that I would be thankful for any 
information that you could give me about this incident 
and any further developments. I can be reached at my 
mailing a9dress: 

I CJ£:: L/1 /CJ t::_ 
NOr 1?~00RDED 

176 NOV 5 1965 

··----

I Sincerely yours, 

~ NOV 4' '1965 

--· 
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June 8, 1965 

Dea~ L.l ___ ____. 
::r: 
I'T' 
n 
0 Your letter of June 2nd, regarding the case of 

Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser and other similar cases, has been 
received. 

11d, 
I'TI 

OJ~ 

r--i~ 
In response to· your inquiry, the FBI Laboratory ~ 

examined certain evidence in the case of Mrs. Reeser received o X 
from the Chief of Police at St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist 
him in his investigation of this matter. Examinations made by 
our Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are treated, however, 
on a confidential basis and I am not at liberty to make public the 
results of such examinations. I hope you understand my position. 

Enclosed are booklets about the FBI which I hope 
you enjoy reading, 

MAILED 27. 
Sincerely yours, 

JUN -8 1965 
COMM·FBI 
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Enclosures (3) ~· ' . / ! 
The Story of the FBI ~~~ 1·! 

Fingerprint Identification P' 
The FBI Laboratory · . i 

~::~~~t NOTE: Correspondent: is:,nof· identiliable in Bufiles. D. C. Morrell to 1 
~~toach Mr. DeLoach ·Memo da~ed 5-8-64 captioned" 'The Baffling Burning Death,' by , 
g~iia;an ~ Allan W. E~ke~t, :.'True. ;M~gazi.ne,' M~y, 1'964," points out that the Laboratory~ 
conrad • made exammabon· of certam eVIdence 1n Mrs. Reeser's case, a death in l 
~~:~ · Jtmfcl th19~"tdy of the victim seemed to have been destroyed by fire within a ! 

~;:t~!r ~WAM:mel (3) /hV) , · . . ~ ! 
Tele.Roo:n_ • ~ 1A I' ' 
Holces ' ~ '' 
Gandy MAIL ROOMD TELETYPE UNITD _ \ . / ; 
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June 2, 1~65 

~ ... 

( 
'-..9 
'-.9 

Federal Bureau of Investigation " 
Constitution Avenue ' 
Washington, D.C. ~ 
Dear sir: / \ 

I would like ver.if~cation/of the validity of an article ~ 
in the May 1~64 issue of True, t~e man's magazine. This is 1 
the article; "The Baffling Burning Death. •! It was stated ~ 
that the F.B.I. did extensive wor~ on one of these cases, this~ 
being the case of Mrs. Mary Hardy~eese~ . ~' 

This material is needed for a Biology research paper. 
I would appreciate these verifying facts and any additional. 
material which may be obtained on this subject. 

Very truly yours, 

P.s. My address is: 

I~ __ _______JI , 

i • ; ''3 l•lt ~~ ... 

' . 
~ J£-.!!L l}_J A- . 

-~troT Bl1!00RDEn · 
!tg ../JfJN l·O 79$ . 

....-....' '~~ 

!I 

~~ 
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J1EC..6 95-41192 -I~ 

1-0ffiee, 7133 
1-Mr. Gormley 

J:umaey 26. 1971 

Tofson-­
Sullivan __ 
Moht __ _ 

Bishop-"'"-­
Btcnnan, C.D.­
Callahan_ 
Casper.__ 
Conrad __ 
Felt.._-__ 

Airmail 

Eofe.rence is made to lTOU letter da.totl Jnnua%7 13, 1971, 
requesting itlformat1on concerniQ6 the death of Mary Beeoet:>. 

In response to your inquiry regarding this case, 
1\Ve wish to advise tbat the l?BI laboratory elWJ.'Jinod certain 
evidence in connection with tho death of ti!ary r.eeser. Taat 
evidence was racoivea from the Chief o:f' Police, st. Petersburg, 
Florida, who ~equested our assistance in his investigation of thO 
death. 

v.e: are sure iiOU will unders~.nd that exardnations 
made by the !i'BI Laboratory are treated on a confidential. basis~ 
and that we nre not at libert~ to make p;,~blic the results o:f 
such exaoinations. If you have not already done so, it is· 
SU3ttested that you may ~sh to COLlmUnicate vith the Chief of 
Police, st. Peters'hura, Florida, for the information whieh 
you requested. 

'.l'h8 enclosure to your letter has been .retained by 
us. 

r 
G~c • 
Rosen 1 - Denver (with copy of inconing letter and its enclosure) 

b6 
b7C 

~=~~:~" -NOTE: Correspondent not identified in Bureau indi:ces. 
Soyars • The death of Macy Reeser apparently by fire in her apartment, 
Tclc.Rooll'l~ ~~ ~~te charac/~:f.~~dsfn ~n exagg_erated account(True Magazine,May, 
~~~~"5W f' 1'~ ), f _ e'I'~~~!l rn1ng Dea"th." 
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l/f 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th St. and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 

13 January 1971 

We are engaged in research on the rather mysterious phenomenon of 
ball lightning. Recently I received the enclosed letter concerning an 
unusual cremation case that occurred in Dublin, Eire. 

I have read in a pulp paper magazine that a similar case occurred 
in the summer (June or J~ly) of 1951 in St. Petersburg, Florida. An 
elderly woman named_Marv Reese~ was cremated under similar circumstances. 
It was also mentioned that your Bureau investigated this case. If your 
report is still available, we would greatly appreciate receiving a copy. 

/rf 
Encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

A Laboratory of the National Center for Atmospheric Research 

Operated by the University Corporation for Atmosp,heric Research 
Under Contract with the National Science FoundatiQn 

/ 
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lOth January 1971. 

Gentlemen, 

I have just seen your paper in Nature (228, 545, 1970} 
entitled 11 +s Ball Lightning a Nuclear Phenomenon? 11 I am an Irish 
Biochemist on leave of absence from~------------------------~ and 
at present in I I I have been interested in 
Ball Lightning for some years since reading of it in the Ii~erature 
and wish to relate an' incident that occurred in Dublin, Ireland, 
last year, that might be of interest to you. 

The following account is based on a Coroner's report of 
an inquest held into the death of a woman in her apartment in 
Dublin under mysterious circumstances. 

A neighbour had left the woman who was somewhat elderly and 
infirm the afternoon preceding her death. On the following day the 
neighbour called back to the apartment and on receiving no reply 
assumed that something was amiss, and called the polic~. 

On entering the apartment the police found no trJce of the 
woman except for a charred pair of ankles remaining in Ia pair of 
shoes. The one striking feature of the scene of the a9cident was 
the restriction of the s~s of intense heat to the place where 
the woman had been sitting. There was no charring of fhe carpet, 
curtains or paintwork on the walls of the room. The television set 
was some six feet away from the woman and its plastic screen was 
undamaged. 

That the woman was exposed to some intense 'localised energy 
source· was apparent by the fact that her body lipids had been 
vapourised and were spattered around the walls of th~ room. The 
Coroner returned a verdict that death was accidental and of unknown 
causes. The police technical experts and pathologists could not 
advance any cause of death. Lightning was rufJd/out as there was 

9.j-=- /f/1 e;~~.l 0 
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lOth January 1971. • continued . .... - 2 -

no thunder and lightning reported for the area by the Meteorological 
Office, and by the fact'that the neighbours had not seen or heard 
any unusual noise in thk locality on that day. 

I.wrote to the Coroner putting forward my theory that death 
was probably_ due to ball lightning, but he did not acknowledge my 
letter, assuming no doubt that I was some crank. I would be grateful 
to hear your comments on the incident. -· 

Yours sincerely, 

' . 

. -
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Oei:obor 9, .. l97.l 

Dear ._I _____ __, 

Your letter o£ Septem~er 21, 1973, ~durcssed to 
Attorney General nichardson, has been refer~cu to me. 

~ ~ho FBI did not conuuct any invcntiqntion concern-V- -. ing the. d.eatl1 of nrs. ~lary flardy necsc:r~ 'h..owlver, in line 
with long gt~nuing FBI policy of pro~iuing cooperative sorvicos 
to other lfl~.r onforce:.1ent o.gcnaies,- the PBI Laboratory e~amh1cd 
certain evidence received from the Chief of 'l?oliee in 
St. l~atersburg, J?lorid<l, to assict l:dt:~ in his investigation 
of this r.;at.t¢r.. ':he evidence and results of tha FBI elranina­
tion t1ero returned to tbe st!bnit.ting agcllcy .. 

lm:ts;,uch as this natter t.;as invGstigate<l by f!ho 
f3t. Petersburg Police. Department, anrl since they would l:m in 
possession of the origina1 doc~cntg pertaining to the 
Re~ser inve3tiqation~ it is ouggest~1 that you contact th~t 
agency for any assistance it ~ight be able to provide. 
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5Ll.cerel,,. yourD, l~ \ : <1 MAILEog r • - ~~ ~' 

/ ~~k}jt· OCT 9 1973 C. M. Kelley ~ \f· 
!IIi()~~ .... ·Fat clnronea iJ. I~elle.y 

---...::..:~-'- Director ~ 

-Tampa- Enclosures ,(2) 
~fl~:~,~-~ - ~v ~ 1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure ~~q{~ 

2 
Attention SAC .. 

1 
Enclose~ here\'Ti th are copies of a request 

received from_ T Jpertaining to death by fire of 
l-iary Hardy Reeser J.n 1951. Bufile 95-41192 reveais that 
her death received wide publicity in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, in the early 1950s, due to the unusual nature 
thereof- Her file contains a copy of the results of FBI 
Lab examination and miscellaneous correspondence request-

information regard~ng her death. Tampa is requested 
advise the Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, Florida, of 

~vu~~~J.~'s request and our reply. · In addition, inform 

'. 
~ 1 
I 
' ' 
' ' 
{ . 
< 
I ' 

that the FBI has no objections to the release of results ~ 
if this is consistent \'1i th the policy of 

)~OPY D~SIGNATIQNS CONTINUED AND NOTE PAGE TWO 

~ fly-o TELETYPE UNIT CJ 
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~· - ,. ·t ·~ 

-I I (Attention: 1 I - Enclosures (3) 
l - Bufile 62-115530 (FOI REPLIES) 

NOTE: Dufiles contain neither information identifiable with 
correspondent nor any indication that the FBI directed the 
correspondent to write to the AG. Reply coordinated with 
Division 7. In _f.!c;l_gj.tion, r-1r. Halcolm D. 1I0.1;·tk, Special 
Assistant to the~orney General, agreed that referral to the 
St. Petersburg PD t.;ould be an appropriate response to 
correspondent's request. 

- 2 -
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i 
Form OJ-ISO 
(Ed. 4~~6-~~) .,- • 

UNITE~ STATES GOVER.ENT 

Memorandum 
TO 

FROM 

SUBjECT: 

C1 arence M. Kelley DATE: SEP 2 6' 1973 
Director, 
F~deral Bureau of Investigation 

Malcolm D. Hawk · · . ~ 
Special Assistant to the~ 
Deputy Attorney General \~' 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST -1 

Enclosed h~re*ith is a request for access to the FBI 
,rrecords regarding the unusual death of Mrs. Mary Hardy 
'i]eeser-of St. Petersburg, Florida in July, 1951: -· 

Pursuant to 28 CFR.~ 16.5 which took effect on March 
1, 1971, the head of the responsible division shall, within 
10 working days, either comply·with or deny a request for 
records unless additional time is required. · 

In cases where additional time is required the re­
quester should be notified of the reasons for the time ex­
tension, which should not exceed 10 additional working days. 
An extension of time in excess of 10 additional working days 
requires the approval of the Deputy Attorney General. 

Copies of ·all acknowledgements and responses to there~ 
quester should be forwarded to the office of the Deputy 
Attorney General. 

-
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Mr. Eliot Richardson, 
The Attorney General, 
lOth & Constitution, 
Washington, DC 205.30 

Dear Sirs 

• 
21 September 

('") 

lc9.)7.3 
rn :-a 
f".) 
t..n 

U1 
u.• 
-"'0 ---_,._ 

rn .., 
--J 

I have been directed by the Federal Bureau of ~ 
Investigation to write to you for permission to look into 

~-1·their records regarding the unusual ·death of~Mrs. Mary 
Hardy Reeser of st. Petersburg, Florida in the early part 
of July, 1951. As the F.B.I. records are maintained as 
confidential records, I will give you the particulars in 
my request for your permission. 

Some of my personal interests revolve about the 
unusual and bizarre phenomena encountered in science. Such 
topics as UF-Os, teleportation, monsters, etc. are but a few 
that interest me. I have been actively involved with the 
Society for the Investigation of the Unexplained (S.I.T.U.) 
in Columbia, N.J. (a non-profit, tax exempt organization) 
and the International Fortean Organization (INFO) of 
Arlington, va. which publish· journals upon reports of such 
phenomena and their investigation. The death of Mrs. Reeser 
fits into such phenomena as it does not seem to be able 
to be explained in terms of modern science. 

Much of the literature upon these phenomena are 
of a highly speculative, and frequently fictitious, nature.· 
Various accounts of the same incident frequently differ in 
details and documentation is rare. Thus, when I care to 
lo~k into such a case, I prefer to utilize the most 
thoroughly documented material available. The-case of 
Mrs. Reeser is the only one which seems to have been 
investigated by professional, forensic scientists. 

:::.1 
M 
C) 
m 
< 
1"11 
0 
w 

Recently, I conducted an investigation into the 
disappearence of six aircraft off Florida on December 5, 1945. 
I had read dozens of stories, alledgedly documented, of this 
incident; but all of them differed in relating the radio 
conversations hela with the various aircraft before their 
disappearence. I went .through. the records of the investigation 
conducted by the u.s. Navy and reconstructed those conversations 
for the first time from the testimony given at the 
inv.estigation and radio logs made by five stations. None of 

~-~ ,r __ ."'-~":.f.,. 
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the earlier versions gave an accurate account of the radio 
conversations, and my later investigation discounts much 
of the speculative mystery of the incident and uncovered 
the true mysiery that has yet to be answered. The results 
of my investigation may be published in a future issue of 
"Pursuit", the journal 'of S.I.T.U. 

Mrs. Reeser is one of about fifty cases I have 
taken note of in what is termed "spontaneous human combustion". 
People seemingly burst into flame and are sometimes· consumed 
until turned to a small mass of charred bone and ash. The 
nature of this combustion is most puzzling not only in its 
origin but in that objects nearby seem unaffected by what 
would have to be extreme temperatures involved. The details 
of this case also vary in the literature upon the subject; 
thus, the findings of the F.B.I. investigation into the 
matter, as called for by Police Chief J.R. Reichert of 
st. Petersburg, would be of enormous value. 

There are three problems in this case that are 
of considerable importance, the greasy soot that filled the 
room when first entered, the alledged shrinkage of the 
skull, and the condition of the intact foot left unconsumed. 
The analysis of these items and their alledged occurence 
pose the most important questions of whet~er Mrs. Reeser 
was consumed by a normal process of combustion or by some 
preter-natural process not yet understood. 

If granted permission to inspect the F.B.I. re~ords 
on this case, I would try to see which direction the evidence 
points towards and the actual details of the incident. I would 
like to have my findings published, and would be glad to 
oblige you with a copy of such an article before publication 
to assure you that no confidentiality is violated in 
reg~nds_to the legal standing of the case or the involvement 
of the F.B.I. · 

Your permission and advice on such an investigation 
by myself would be most welcome. I shall eagerly await your 
response. 

Very truly yours, 

SFrsf 
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