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This examindtion has been made with the und‘orstlndino that the ovldenco is .con=
nected with an official investigation of a criminal matter and that the Laboratory report .
will be used for official purposes only, related to the invest igation or a subseguent crimi-
nal prosecutlon Authorization cannot be grantéed for the use of ‘the Laboratory report iIn
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RESULTS OF BEXAMINATIONS

An examination of gpecimens Ql through Q?;ﬁ)shmd the presence
of no oxidizing chemicals, petro}.eum rarbons other wolatile fluids
commonly used ag accelerants, or any chemcal substsnces used to initiate
or accelerate combustion. The greasy - ance which saturated several
of these spec!.mens{_sueh as Q11 and Q3.3 wag found to be human fat. The
absence of any traces of wolatile inflafmable fluids does not precluce,

of course, the possibility that such ﬂuizda were used in destroying the
body of the decessed. Because of their very nature, gasoline, ether, and
similst inflammable fluids are consumed oxdinérily in the early stages of
a fire., Where there has been almost complete combustion, as in this case,
it would be most unlikely to find such fluids even thmgh they had been
present at the beginning of the fire.

As regards the destruction of the -deeeaaed's boé;y whic:h etcurred
in this case it is entirely possible that the body was consumed to the ex-
tent showm in the photegrsphs and as indicated by the bone fragments and
other debris without the aid of emy such mabterisl as gasoline. It is not
generally reslized the extent to which the human body can burn once it bew
cones ignited. ¥hile such cases are not common, there are on record numerous
instances of bodies burning with almost complete destruction, It was fermx'ly
believed that such cases arose from spontaneous combustion or the buraing
sometimes attributed to proternatural causes, There is, however, absolutely
no evidence from anmy of the cases on re¢srd to show that burning of this
nature occurs other than when the body is ignited by some external means.

The umsual aspects of such cases of burning have been heightened by the" -
fact that in many instances little domege from burning occurred in the
room or area directly surrounding the victim: As in this case,the remains
of the victim were found reclining in the wreckage of a chair, sofa, bed
or in one instsnce gitting en & stairway In the last-named case the vice
tim was a woman who had been clad in rather voluminous garments. Not a
vestige of clothing was found. remainmg in that case although no extensive
damage was done to the stairs, :

As indicated above, these cages are explained by the fact that -
the body becomes ignited from come outside cause such as burning elothing;
a burning mattress, chair or other means. Onée the body starts to burn
there is enough fat and other inflammable substances to permit varying
anounts of destruction to take place, Somotimes this destruction by burne

" ing will proceed to a degree which results in almost complete combustion

of the body.

PAGE 2 : (continued next page)
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In t}ns cage, the abgence of any scorching or damage fo furnie
ture in the reom cam only be explained by the fact that heai liberated by
the burning body had a tendency to rise and formed a layer of hot alr
which never ceme in contact with the furnishings on & lower level, This

situation would have occuired particularly if the fire had smouldered
rather than burned freely. ,

T ———

The distorted pieces of glass irz specimen Q!. were found %o '
goften in the vicirity of 1000 to 1100 degrees ?a.hrenheit. This temperaw=
tum correspancis to & bright red heat.

411 of the objects in specimen §2 are the remains of human teeth

m’m the exception of one object which appsared to be an artificial teoth
or part of a denture.

The composition of speceimen Q3 does not indicaie that this
specimen is from a lead storage batierys. A portion of a cigarette
lighter was found in specimen Q3 and the remaining metal in this specis
men could also be from a lighter. The melted metal in specimen Q3
corresponded in composition to white metal, In this connection vhite

metal could be used as the case for a hearinb aid. No part.iene of &
battery were found in specimen Q3.

The two fragments of burned fabric composing- . specimen QL were
found te be of different composition. The larger :‘rament is made of
cotion and was woven with a plain weave; The smaller plecs is not cotton
but it was also woven with a plain weaves This picce was so badly charred
that the type of fabric could not be determined,

There ig attached hereto a copy of a communication received

| concerning ‘this crses & copy of our reply to bé

| is also encloped. ’ b7c

A1 of the evidence, Q1 through Qil, and the enclosum, except
the photographs, are dbeing returned to you under separate eover by railway
express collect. The photographs hawe been retained in the Bureaut's files,
In the event you wish to have these photographs returned, please advise
ug snd they will be forwarded te you immediately: The labels from the

duplicate chair which were stated to be an enclosure werc not received
with the ebove-referenced communications
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Re: Mrs. MARY HARDY REESER, Deceased File # 95-41192 "/
Burned to Death in Apartment Lab. # FC-30584 CC GX CW

1200 Cherry Street

%%% /~ O,

Examina.tic;n' requested by: Je. R. cheft, Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, Fla.

Date of reference communication: L¢be 7-7-51. Date rﬂeceived:’?&.ﬁ%—ﬂ

Examination requested; Cheémical Analyses (General - Biochemical) Miscellaneous
‘ Micro. Analyses (metallurgical)

Result of Examination: Examination by: GO
BIDEZ

¢ @ 7000 ~ //ﬂﬂo/c CK
L s B fo AT

Specimens submitted for examinatiél

QL Glass fragments found. in ashes / Z ‘)//
Q2 Six small objects believed to be teeth . !
Q3 Metal from near body
Q4 Fibers believed to be part of nightgomm
Q5 Particles of bones found in ashes .

Q6 Charred fabric believed to be from chair
Q7 Cotton material from chair ’
Q8 Charred wood

Q9 Charred legs from end ‘table ,

Q10 Cparred fabric from rug "

Q11 Unburned.section of rug, heavirsoaked with greasy substance

Q12 Remainder of ashes ‘ ’

Q13 Shoe from foot not consumed by fire

Q14 Chair springs
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Re: rs. MAWY HARDY SEESER, Deceased File # 95+41192 —"/
‘Eumed to Death in Apaytment Lab. # FC«3058% CC X CW
1200 Cherry Strest

Examination requested by: Js Ra Reichert, Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, Fla.

Date of reference communication: Lete Tm=5), Date received:'?-}gig-ﬁl
Examination requested: Chemical Analyses (Genexal = Biochemical) Miscellaneous
‘ lero. Analyses (metallurgical)
Result of Examination: ' Examination by: GORMEEY
BIDEZ
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Specimens submitted for examination

QL (Glass fragments found.in ashes

Q2 Six small objects believed to be teeth

B3 Notal from near body

Q%4 Fivers believed to be part of nightgown

Q5 Prarticles of bones found in ashes

Q6 Charred fabric believed to be from chair

Q7 Cotton material f£rom chair )

Q8 Charred wood

QY Charred legs from end table
g;g. ~gh§urredd£abric from g .

nbumed .section of heavilrsoaked with greasy substence

Q12 Remainder of aghes THes o Bresy
Q13 Shoe from boot not consumed by fir

Q14 Chair springs
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J. R, REICHERT.
Chief of Police

- Q. <

POLICE DEPARTL!ENT
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CASS H, BURGESS
Lt. of Detectives

July 7, 1951

In Duplicate /o 7725
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mmmemwaege, (7
| Washmgton, De Co _ (7 Ce »
Lb/ . Attention: Iaboratory \\ . y /

v

ke et iy sy o b

{ - -Dear Mr. Hoovers:
- 3 B pesoged
Ab 8:07 asme, Monday, July 2, 1951, we recgived report of a fire in apartment at

. 1200 Cherry Street, North East, . MARY HARDY ER was burnsd to death; cause of
fire is not knovm. See diagram of apartment, attached.

iy

L The body of MRS, REESER was partially cremated with the exception of the left

. foolr mhich was burnsd completely in two, about 4 sbove the ankle, .Shoe as had been
worn on left fool by the deceased was still intact, The ‘chair in which shs had been
sitting was completely burned away, leaving just the springs, A small end tabls was
completely burned with the exception of 2.legs. The carpet was bwrmed in an area of

approximately 3 £t

‘ ) " The apartment showed signs of extreme heat on the cei]ings, walls approximately
L £t, from the floor. -Plastic light switches had melted bub floor plugs were. unharned,
| An electnc clock stopped at 4220 a.m. ) 37

b , J&
‘ oy (;u! ,5/
_ MBS, REESER is described as wf, 67, 517, 170#s = - : /0 ,3//0]

7 Al

When last seen, at approximately 8 pem. Sunday.might, July 1, 1951, .she was wear=
ing a Van Raalte rayon acetate night-gown with a stocﬁng weave, Her black rayon house \,g
coat could not be found, , i

! Under separate cover, via RATTNAY EXPRESS, we are forwarding the following

exhibitss ‘ -
Exhibit I Glass frag;nents found in ashes
Exhibit TT 6 small objects bhought to be testh ‘é
Bxhibit ITT  Metal from near body ) d
Exhibib IV Fibers thought to be parb of night-gomn
Exhibit ¥ . Particles of bones found in ashes
"Exhibib VI Charred fabric thought to be from chair
;..h e Bxhibit VIT . - -Cobton ma‘berial .ﬂrom chair - - ANDSPGCTHENS RETAINED_N LA , “‘”’mf‘i“. z
. Exhibit VIIT ~ Charred wood ‘ b11):3 I_JIA_I? j_gé‘wmnﬁgﬁﬁ "*'ilw*" T
Exhibib IX Charred legs from end table SRy
Exhibit ¥ Charred fabric from Tug , R
Exh::.'bi‘l; 311 : Unburnsd section- of r\;g, heavily soaked withm gr,ea!‘{sy suﬁ;‘v&x:ée N ‘
Exhibib XIT  Rest of ashes S ‘ ‘ ' Q/i ~
. Exhibit XTIX S}loe from foot no‘b,consu.mefi by fire,\ 4 1 192* | - | '; | ‘
1 /) Exhibit m Chair springs - SE—28 léé : %
agd it;) ?\\‘% REmRﬁg' . ( i W . |
4MW“°ﬁwN;%V '
N O

.
- 3




> Page 2 = To:. John Edgar Hoover, FBI
i From: FD, St. Petersburg, Fla,, July 7, 1951
Subj: MRS, MARY HARDY REESER -:Burned to Death in Mysterious Fire

TR R TN

109794

Examination requested:

PPN e g ar it s

1. - Examine glass in Exhibit I to determine if any of the glass is
e part of bottle or container that might have contained a sub-
stance that would cause fire to burn with such intense heat,
Determine heat necessary to soften glass to cause 11; to assume .
- shape,

g v

.3
i Ntriin

/ 2, ' Exanmine small objects in Exhibit IT to see if they are human
s teeth, If so, what heat would be necessary to dedroy them to
] - their present conditione

Lkl

3o Examine metal in Exhibit IIT %o see if it is lead, such as :
- might be in a Hearing Aid or if from a lead acid container, G p

‘/h. Examine .fibers in Exhibit QIV to see if they are from night-gown, :
/ ebtc, Night-gown is supposed.to be  rayon acetate combination, ,i
5o

Examine particles of bone in Exhibit V to ascertain the R i
presence of any foreign substance that might have beén used to
start fire and maintain heat )

’ / / / + RN \i

be Examine articles in Exhibits VI, VI, VIII, IX, and X, also
e XII and X1V, for presence of any acid, or other substances that . i
: 'miglét have been used to start a fire or used 'bo mainta:z.n intense i
hea b0 ) 4

"7,  Examine section of rug, Exhibit XTI, and shoe, Exhibit XIIT, to
. - agsecerbain greasy substance which saturates samee . R

T

8. Any othsr test tha‘b might explain the almost complete destruction
: of a human body, -

P L i

¥ also request any information or theories that could explain how a human ‘
body could be so destroyed and the fire confined to such a small area and so little .
damage done to the structure of the bujldi.ng and the furniture in the room not even .
scorched or damaged by smoke, ‘ .

g ML

Photographs.enclosed,
‘Labels fromfERAIFA$Ac10sed in which remains of MRS, REESER found,

This evidence has not béen examined by any other Examiner, nor will it be,

N

B Iours very truly,

~ CHB/du

Encls,

)7
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'John Rdgar Hoover, Director ' - 1@9?@0
Federal Burean of meatd.ga‘lszun ; ; - .
washington, De Co | S L e

Attnteny Sabarstory B 5.% bs»

Dear m’o Hoovex's “ . , : 4 . ! ;- Vﬁ
At 8307 BoMoy mwa July 2, 1951, we maﬂ.md repert ofa ﬁre s.n apartmem at

. 1200- Chexry Street, ﬁort»h Bast. MRS, ¥ARY HARDY BEESER was burmed ta death; Cauge nf
fire is not known. See diagram of apartnant attached. :

. The body of 3RS, RRESER was partially oremated with the meS.m of the lafb
foot which was burned completely in ﬁm sbout 4® above the anile. Shoe as had been
worn on left foot by the deveased was atill intact, The chair in which she had been
sitting was coupletely burned away, leaving just the gprings. A smsll end table was
comphtahburmdmm%hamespﬁonofz " xhaematmbmedmanamaf
approgimately 3 £t, . .

~ The artmant ghowed sigms of extrens heat on ‘the ce&l:mgn valls apprmmiiely
L £, from x‘%ha floor, Plastie light switches had mltad bat ﬁaox- plugs wera unharned,
An electric clock stopped at Ls20 a.ma

zma MER is deacrl.bed as uf 67, LTY 1’?%0
Whon last seen, at approximately 8 p.m. Sundsy night, July 1, 1951, ehe was wear-

ing a Van Raalte rayon acetats night-gown with a stecking woave, Her h}.ack rayon home
coat conld not be fomm.

-

- UndsP aeparate cuvar, via aammr Expmss, we are. £mar&mg the fo.umm
axhibitaa , '

Qm&b‘it P4 Glags fragmama' found in aahas
Q Exhibit I 6 emall objects thought to be teeth
R Ehibit 31T Metal from fear body o

Q Exhibit IV Fibers thought to be part of nightwgoyn
| (R Exhabas Y  Particles of bones found in ashes
Q Exbibib VI Charred fabric ‘thought to bo from anedr |
(Y Enivit i  Cobton maberial fron sy R

& EMMO VI Gharredwod
R Ent Carmo Joga Srm or” 7 200

{meit_m Unlbumsd gsectlon of rtg, haav.ﬁy puaked wivh .. o dbe
anitm . Hesb of ashes. T :

Q wxﬂt XIIT = Shoo from foob not consumed by fire -

/ 7/ | A N L
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- Ezamination mne&ted:

L

WMsinmmtxtodatmumofﬁmgmu
part of bottle or container that might have contained a eub-
gtance that would cguse fire to burn with such intense lisab,
Dotermine heat nscaessary to soften glass to cauge &t o asaume
Shapﬁ‘

mme small objee‘ha in Exhibit 11 to see . i:i’ thay 4re human
teath, If so, what heat would be nategsary to dedroy them to
thair present conditim-

Examine metal in Exhibit ITI to see if 1% is lead, such as

: mightbeinaHw&ng&idorifﬁ‘omaleadacidemmer.

Exanine fibers in Bxhibit IV %o see if they are smom right=gown,
ete, Nightsgoun is auppoaad to be yayon acetata combination,

Exemine perticles of bone in Exhibit V to ascsrtain the -
presense of any forsign stbstance that m:lght have been used to
start fire and uwaintain heat. ‘

' ixamine artdsles {n Gxhibits VI, VII, VIXI, IE, &nd X,.also -

%1% =nd X3V, for presence of any acid, or other substances that
might have been used to starb a fire ox- uae& to maintain intense

o haa‘bo

We also reques’ any. informatien or theordes  that aould mlam how a humm |

Exmine 3ectmn of. rug. Bxhibit 3T, and ghoe, mﬂﬁbﬁ. X111, to
ascertain greasy substance whieh saturates game,

of & human bodys .

buy other test that night explain ths almost conplote destruction '

body z2ould be so dustroyed and the fire confined to such a small area and se 1litils

daage deme to the structure of the buildina and tha fmmtnm in the room not even_-

ecor‘cheﬁ or damaged by amokee.
Phowgr@hs enclosed.

" Labels

fmm?p ha:t‘r enalesed in wh:’mh rema&na af YRS, REESER i'mmd.

Maavi.danea has not bean mmed by any other Emmg ney vml it e,

gnclge

- Yours very uly,

g/

P

G5 4llF3- |

5 M“” f
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July 16; 1951

AN

a8

Harric Calorific palcs Company

1620 Yimvsood
Ylahoma City 6, Oflahoma

Doar| |

Thank you for your letbter of July 7, 1951, in
which you suggested considoration of the possibility
that an oxy-acetylene torch may bhave been uced in the

¢nation of a woman in St. Petorsburr, Florida.

Tho Federal Burcau of Investisation does nob
hove juricdiction over this watter; however, I an taki

the liberty of formrding a copy of your leticr to the
aunthoritics in St. Petersburg for their information.

I want you to know of ny appreciation for the
thoucht vhich promnted you to furnish this inforcation.

Sincercly yours,

John Bdpoy Hoover
. Director
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HARRIS GALORIFIG SAL N CO

SPECIALISTS IN THE WELDING AND CUTTING INDUSTRY

Oklahoma City 6, Oklchoma
Phone 7-0223

7-7-47/

OXY-ACETYLENE
OXY-PROPANE

OXY-NATURAL g‘ £ ; 0.

——GAS— 7
WELDING 4\

CUTTING & = Q .
HEATING !

APPARATUS

\%\EJ)’W e Qoof AcvcclotT,,

\\
EXCLUSIV] ;
HARRIS CALORIFI¢—cor———cerrrerme—orro
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Res Iirse MARY IAFDY R&wmg Deceased
7}/./ Date Tl 31,1067 Case References Buraed to Derth in Apartment
\

Consigned ?6 Jo Re Reicherd

)J.,

St, Potor sburgy Florida
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Cremation of Woman in C hair
Has Police in Florida Baffie

ST. PHTERSBURG, Fla., July 5—
(®)—Police are frankly and fully
frustrated by the cremation of a 67-
year-old clubwoman, both as to.the
cause of her death and the amazing
body destruction that followed it.

Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser was al-
most completely creiatéd Ti the Jiv-
Ingroom of her apartment early this
week but the room was only slight-
ly burned although morticians say
flames.of 1,500 to 2,000 degrees must
be applled for hours to cremate a
body.

Because of the obvious Intensity
of the heaf, police virtually have
abandoned sufcide and accident
theories. They won't say it was
murder and have no disclosed theory
as to the method used If it was a
slaying. Nor, If death was natural,
has anyone come forward with a
possible explanation of the body’s
destruction. ' )

When police entered the apart~
ment Monday morning, all that re-
malned of the 170-pound woman
was her charred skull, shrunken to
the size of a teacup, a section of
backbone and part of a left foot,
still encased in a suede shoe, The
‘ lr)emams were removed in a small

0X.

No traces of gasoline or other fuel
or chemical have been found.

A theory that Mrs. Reeser might
have been asleep in a cotton-stuffed
chair and aceldentally set fire to the
chalr was eliminated, because such

2 blaze could not have produced
— - 12Ve Dproduc

the entense heat which consumed
tire body.

While such a tercé flame was de- M|
stroylng the body only a small area
of the rug was burned and many
nearby obfects weren’t scorched,
Some electric light switches were
melted yet lower wall outlets were
fn working order. The doorknob
was so hot that when the apart-
ment owner discovered ihe tragedy
Monday morning she had to sum-
mon workmen to open the door.
There was a faint soot discoloration
on upper walls, lower portions were
unmarked.

One chemlcal combination under
Investigatfon as the yossible agent
of destruction s a formula of ether
and alcohol. A panel of physicians
has fested the compound and found
It chars animal tissue quickly.

A sample of the body ashes and
other residue from the small flame
area have been sent to the FBI
Washington laboratory.

Mrs. Reeser’s remains Wwill be
buried Friday fn Chestnut il ceme=~
tery, Mechanfcsburg, Pa,




Lamb-Freeman
Ceremony Held

OLEMNIZED Saturday at 8,p. m.
in the Baptist temple was the
wedding of Miss Ramona Adeline
Freeman and Richard Charles Lamb,
The bride is the daughter of Mr, and
Mrs. W. R. Freeman, 3204 NW 29,
and the bridegroom’s parents are Mr,
and Mrs, Frank Webb, Celina, Ohio.
Rev. Finley W. Tinnin jr., pastor,
read the vows for the couple.
s%  Mrs. Bruce Govett, Sulphur, a cou-
2 sin of the bride, organist, played a
- program of nuptial music and-accom-
; panled Marwood McClelland vocalist.

HE bride, who was given In mar-
rlage by her father, wore a dress
" of white satin. Illusion was caught at
intervals by small white satin rosebuds
and outlined the low neckline. White
slik net formed the yoke and the full
skirt extended into a’ cathedral train.
Her fingertip-length veil of illusion
was attached fo a sailn tlara covered
* with seed pearls, She carried a white
Bible topped with pink rosebuds and
white carnhations.

Miss Jane Webb, Celina, a sister of
. 1 the bridegroom, was maid of honor.
B Ryl « were Miss -Betty Coulter

EventIs Held
At Lake Texoma

NTERTAINING at a house pa
at Lake Texoma recenfly w

Mr. and Mrs. Paul X. Johnston,
NW 15, and their son, Paul Ross Jo}
ston. Thelr guests were Miss Migr
Russell, Miss Janlce Jones and .
Warmer, all of Kansas City, Mo.

Paul Ross Johnsion and Mr, W
ner are classmates at Pembroke Co
try Day, Kansas City. The visitors
turned to their homes during
weekend,

Square Dance Slated |

Sooner Star Square Dance club
hold its regular meeting at 8:30 p.
Saturday in Knights of Columl
hall. Host couple will be Mr. and M
Abe Shirley, 3944 NW 13. .
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Lugust 20y 1951

rotcetive Lioulonent Cess H,
~oliece Jeopertnent

r00s Offtee Doz 146G

Lte Jetersburg, Floride

Jurgess

2y deer Lipcutenant:

= hove reoceived your very vhoughtiel
ledter of August wé, 1031, iIn Ghe caoe inveluing
the death of Mpo. lory lardy Leeser,

You noy be cure that it wves a pleasure
JFor our vepresentetives in the field end in our FBI
Laboretory to be of cervice to you. Flecse be
asopred thot whenever we can be of furéher cid, ve
w111 be glad %o have you ccll upon us.

Sincerely yours,
o THlgar Hoave®

®

: : &=
c¢cc - Philadelphia S g
=How 1
ce - Miemi = a
NOTE: The case mentioned by Mr. Burgess is set Xﬁrth z,
Bufile 95-41192. T S
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’ﬁitg of Bt. Petersburg, ﬂorida. S

“THE SUNSHINE CITY"
COUNCIL-MANAGER GOVERNMENT

- “u

J. R. REICHERT
CHIEF OF POLICE

DIVISION OF POLICE

P. O. BOX 146 C. H. BURGESS
‘ LIEUTENANT OF DETECTIVES
-

August 2lth, 1951

J. Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureai of Investigation
Washington, D. Ce.

- rtes

“N.. Dear Mr. Hoovers

I am taking this opportunity, on the part of our
entire Department, to thank you, your Laboratory and special
agents in Philadelphia and those in St. Petersburg, for the

valuable assistance rendere our cremation case involving
the death of MRS. MARY f HARDY REESER._
e S

This Department is very grateful for this service and
if we.can ever be of any assistance, at any time, do not hesi-
tate to,call upon us,

Yours very truly,

. /
/ ﬁ/_ ,@u,\ﬁl/ya
Cass H.\Burgess, ILt. of Detectives ) C g
/\ & a, ' . %

C&/

o .
Y’; CHB/du o
?g\ - REGoy,
Q Ly . 53
Y Ce: Special Agent in Chargdf)) é \9 4/ / 7
Philadelphia, Penna. ﬂ/ <89 QFP m I/
Special Agent in Charge
Miami, Florida EX. - 15
&
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Q\\\® r. Josepbl(z'orana ot
&N }itor ! @\E
»arue Police Cases

Q .87 West 44th Street

New York 18, New York
O o
o0 Deacr Mr. Corona:
ge‘ﬁ Zhanl; you for your letter of May 8,
1952, with enclosure.
It ves indeed thouchifuléa? wou to
send me the letier of concern-

ing the crenation deathm of Hrs. Zary He Reeser,
and I sincerely appreciate the courvesy and znteresi:
which prompted you *t:o do 380«

Sincerely yours,
Jo Edgar Hoover

NOTE: The Laboratory has advised that enclosed letter
18 a purely zrm'bwnal analysis of the death of Mrs.

Reeser.
3
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) . ; } ‘ /Mr. Tolson, 2
- . ‘ /&‘ Ir. Ladd.7:4 "

TRUE POLICE CASKES C e e

A FAWCETT PUBLICATION Mr. Cle,
Mr. G______
67 WEST 44TH STREET Mr. Xad ;?/
n.

NEW YORK 18, N. Y. Mr. Rose
Mr. Trac

Mr. Laughlin___.
Mr. Mohr,
Tele. Room.e....
Mr. Holloman....., | ¥
Miss Gandy.

May 8, 1952
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director

%
% E % i (‘i‘hf:’iﬂ
mﬁ«ﬁ«j Hn ;‘,‘;97 Eees
= Ft
Federal Bureau of Investigation N

Department of Justice |
Washington, D.C, pb/
41’ i ”“/

Dear Mr, Hoover: 49 -

Although I realize that your au has rendered an opinion on the
cremation death of " Mrs. Mary HeReeser of St. Petersburg, Florida, I

thought you might be Interested in reading the enclosed letter from
on the subject,

»
o

The first two pages of the letter contained references to the current PR
issue of TRUE POLICE CASES, and had no bearing on the Reeser case.

I hope that my fowarding| |letter will in no way be an im-
position on you and your Bureau,

Sincerel;
Iys

%55 ~ /%?/c...ﬁ \i

Joséph Corona*

‘FJy,»»wu/ Editor : Eg§5§23é§§§5§3§§32§3 y
; v T
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* Before .leglhg California, I received a loQ’ letter from I:l

»

[ ~ |author of the story aout cremation of Mrs. Reeser in

b7C

Florida. He went into detail concerning the matter., I was much pleased
that you and[______ | felt that any suggestion of mine merited consider-
ation because I do wish I could be helpful a out finding the person who
urned her. As you prokably have as much information , (not in mags), as
sent me, I will not tell you about that but I will outline for
you my reply to him, which went out yesterday.

Nothing in the magazine story nor in the letter of [ Jchanged
ny mind in the least . I firmly believe she was murdered. I believe I know
why and by whom but, as in many cases in court, not enough evidence is pre-
sented at this time and T fear much was destroyed by people who kept
seying, "Well, I never heard of anything like itv, and, goggle-eyed, let
evidence get awsy from them.

It is my contention that the murderer executed a well and long
planned crime but the very fact that he, or she, felt so secure, was the
very fact that mekes me believe a slip was made which could have been dis-
covered in the beginning.

Because I believe you are as sincerely interested as I am, I will
discuss it a bit with you. After all, you do not have to reed this lengthy
epistle all at once. You can take it, leave it or teske it in small doses.

From the beginning, there were some small discrepancies wvhich could B
not tel explained easily. Of course, I am working considerably in the derk
because of lack of very smell details. My contention is that, in a murder
case, tkere is nothing too small and insignificant to be noticed. I doubt "
if such a mind applied itself right &t the beginning so much was probably
lost.

. Now, if the FBI stated thet she burned to death by a cigarette ig-
niting her reyong robe, then I will have lost confidence in the FBI and
its infallibility. If you will recall having read of people burning to
death in their homes - the fire would burn fiercely for a lorng time but
when finelly put out, a good portion of the torso of each victim would be
practically intact. Also, such burnings had APPLIED heat to consume what-
ever portions of such bodies as were left. 1In other words, when the ap- -
plied heat was stopped, the bodies did not'continue to burn. I believe it
is not possible for Mrs. Reeser to have been fat enough to burn and leave ;
no more of herself than was left. Try firing a piece of suet, all fat, plus __
some lean. The suet will burn but not with enough generation of heat to )
consure the lean., - .
A women who worked at crematorium .states that bodies are continually
sprayed with o0il to keep them burning with heat enough to consume. Every- g
thing points to fact that APPLIED heat was put on Nrs. Reeser IF - -

. Now right there I always stuck. I am informed that a foot was
unconsumed, I have not seen that so do not know what it looked like but I ]
know what appearance it should have hed. I am told there was a piece of
liver, some spinal columnbones and a thigh bone and a shrunken skull fourd. ’

Was any test made.of foot to discover condition - whether from
Mrs. Reeser - ihether enbalmed foot ~ whether from drugged body - etc., etc.?
I venture no such examinations were ever made and they might have told much.

nLiver - was any test made to discover whether or not it was from a
human? If so, it should have disclosed something concerning the person it 1

was taken from.
Ts-s411F .= tf ,-
ERCLOSUN B
a B R / A‘.\«,/’ *
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.The th:.gh Oé and the spinal column s hould‘ich have disclosed some
information.” They were excellent material for disclosing height and
probable weight of person from whom they were taken. Also condition of
health, etc. Might even have told how long person from whom they came
hed been deceased.
. And now we come to something I consider very odd. I have read ofl
the shrunken skulls mede by natives of another country. I read that they
carefully remove skin, (which is thick) from the head bones-.and fill said
head skin with hot sand in order to shrink same. I do not understand how
a humen head could be shrunken with the bones inside of it. Also, a head
would be a mine of information. The features could be brought to normal,
almost, and the teeth should disclose something. It was not stated whether
Mrs. Reeser had false teeth or not or whether, if so, she had them in her
mouth or they vere found in the apartment in bathroom or elsewhere. IF
false teeth were in that skull, they would tell a story; if there were no
false teeth, they would also tell a story. BEven if skull and features were -
distorted, they would still give out information. What was done about them? e

And so we come to what has been my mein thought? Why was there not :
enough odor about that apartment to attract attention of firemen when ‘
they went in to put out fire? My information states that they did not
know anyone had burned until a fireman's foot slipped in something on
the floor, Now, if you had ever been a housewife, you vwould XNOW that
just a very smell roast or stew of meat when burned scents the house until
just a few hours will not entirely dispense with the odor of burned flesh.
It is very penetrating and remains clinging to furnishings. Firemen
should certainly have noticed such especielly since they are supposed to be
experts in the fire line and also hkecause the fire was not great enough
or fieree enough to distract their attention beyond normal. To not notice
such an odor and oniy to discover a thing because one slipped in something
on the floor and saw a humen foot was such a strange thing, it kept me
vondering and then the obvious hit ke,

The probable reason no -one noticed odor of burning flesh was because
Krs. Reeser was NOT BURNED! Only-a small piece of diver and the top part
of foot was scorched to give credence to what someone wanted people to
believe. ° {

i et i

I am forced to believe, from meager facts at hand, that Mrs. Reeser
did teke two regular sleeping pills which made her groggy. While in that = _
condition, someone in whom she had confidence, came and asked her to go
somewhere, or something like that, and she left. I believe this must have
been under her own power because she was crippled and very heavy and would
have been too much to handle if already dead, therefore she was alive but
groggy from effects of sleeping tablets when she left under her own power.
I believe that one who took her away, either supplied a foot resembling
hers, or, after her death, cut off one of her feet, maybe because of
certain deformity which could not be faked, her own foot had to be used
to help establish identity. I believe part of spinel column and thigh
bone and skull were put with foot and a piece of liver and THEN the fire
was set to chair, Then and in that event, the fire would probably not P
take more than thirty minutes, if an attachment could be made to gas ’
which was available, or even less if acetylene torch was used. It had
to be an APPLIED and CONTROLLED fire in order to accomplish certain
definite things but, after those things were accoriplished, it could have
been that other thlngs planned were not accomplished. However, the above
will explain why there was no more odor and why there was no more fire.
There had to be certain things for identification of apparent victim and
certainly it was not intended that the property burn down and make identi-
fication impossible. T have two theories but not enough information to
vork either of them out and fit the pieces exactly.

4«- lf_l/\—/\ 5
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alone and JUST WHEN; someone who could gain access to her without suspicion
of anyone; someone in whom she had utmost confidence; someone who either
gave her something other than sleeping pills so she would be dead when
burned or someone who had access to props, (skull, etc.) and who used such
to fool people into believing she burned herself todéath. It had to be
someone who would profit by her death in some menner - either financially
or emotionally. Elderly people can be very possessive .and usurp time and
attention, ete. and no way for people to do much about it.

I am informed she always took dinner at her son's a certain day.
Now that might prove to be very annoying. To have even. the dearest and
nearest ALWAYS tying down that certain time each week, etc. No matter if
she was asked, that might be form and not sincere desire for her company.
Also, same as in divorce, families have, on each side, a story they tell
to the world and act out BUT, in the final analysis, as in divorce, some-
where between those stories lies the REAL story and it is not the same as
either side's published story although it may have facts from each in the
REAL story but such real stories seldom reach the outside world but are
bottled up in the emotional self of each individual until the cork pops
out and one thing or another results. How tightly such things are bottled
depends on the upb2inging of individuals - the tighter the bottling of
emotions, the more violent the explosion when it comes.

I believe that Mrs. Reeser might have written letters or a letter
to someone in whom she confided ~ usually each person has at ledst one
trusted confidant QUTSIDE of immediate family because, too‘often, emotional
upsets are family affairs.- Such person as recipient would not want to talk
because of publicity and natural distaste for violating confidence. But it
is not only possible such written evidence of what might be about to happen
does exist but very probable, in my opinion.

The fact that, in the past, she had visited in old home town would
not, necessarily mean she intended to do so this time UNTIL CONDITIONS
became such that she felt she MUST get away. Maybe she was afraid. There
is no one to tell you and maybe no one is capable of. gaining confidence of
those who may KNOW some little thing - like her beginning to tell something
and then her eyes filling with tears or some other small incident which
could be very revealing. I have always studied people — I like them and I
like the study. I was a doctor (D.C., Ph.C.), for more than twenty years
and I early discovered that ill people do not always become so because of
cancer or other trqubles of like nature. No, Mr. Corona, the great majority
of people are functionally upset, and they are so because of emotional
upsets which cause them to eat’ 1ncorrectly, sleep too little and so, on
and on. In order to learn concernlng such people so I could truly help
them be normal, I began reading fact detective stories and have kept it
up through the years. They have helped me to understand and help people
all along the way and still function in that capacity.

Finally, most officers are not trained to cope with such a case
as that of Mrs. Reeser and such leaves them flabbergasted because they never
were chosen as officers because of their peculiar mental abilitties to ferret
out crime and the criminals. Rather , they were chosen politically and for
brawn. Some of them because enough interested AFTER they became officers to
develop their brains along detective lines and so we do have very able
detectives but they are in the minority. I could tell you of a case here
which passes belief of a murdered boy. Officers insist he was a suicide by
hanging but, when found, his body had legs and arms dravn up and stiff in
that position and there is much, much more.

6
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Mr. Corohaz would like to find a magazine devoted to UNSOLVED
murder and other criminal cases, disappearances, etc. People like. to
discuss mysteries. If not a whole magezine, then at least one story in
each issue of some magazine. When such a one does disappear and a maga-
zine or newspaper plays it up, people discuss it for a long time after-
wards and weeks and months afterwards, you can refer to it and people
will say, "oh, yes, I remember that", and go on to recall facts. Kuch
good might come of>such.

I saw a picture in INSIDE DETECTIVE of the Reeser scene of cremation.
The chair springs were there and other odds and ends. T was much impressed
by the fact that Mrs. Reeser disappeared so completely and that picture
seemed to show that things more readily combustible than a human body
REMAINED UNBURNED. I do like two plus two to equal four, always. I can
believe that the murderer set the scene so people would believe what was
intended for people to believe. Therefore, after studying all the points
of information I have, I can very readily believe she was not cremated but
was disposed of outside of and away from that apariment and the stage set
vwith props to make believe she sat in that chair and burned to death
therein. If she would have been taken awey and the fire set afterwards
with props of piece of liver, some bones and A SKULL, that would come
nearer making four than the statement that she burned in that chair which
hardly makes sense.

pre SRS

Hope I have not bored you and I sincerely hope that something I may
have written regarding this case will help someone to solve the puzzle.
Such should have every effort made to solve it because of the after effects
on crimingl minds.

- I will tfy to keep up with your magazine in-tite future and will look
forward with pleasure to more good stories.

with best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

b6
" p7C
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Avsust 22, 1952

Lro Jde He Relc‘lﬁrt N
Chicf of Polico -
Post Office Box 16

Saind Potcrsbu(xg_,, Florida

7‘: P N

Gl&lj dear Chl(‘)fv.

o

@

ﬁcﬁ w;\, "~ I have roceived your lotter of fugugt 1y, 1952,
forvarding the matorial vhich we requested in connection with

@ the death of Mrg, l'ary Hardy Rocsor.
- Tour cooncration in furnishing this matorial to

us is greatly avprociated. oy I assure you of ny desire to
be of asslistoancd to you whenover possible in matters of mmtual
intoraest,

Sincorcly yours,

John Idnrar Ioover
Direchor
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' Litg of St. Petersburg, Florida s

. “THE SUNSHINE CITY”
COUNCIL-MANAGER GOVERNMENT

J. R. REICHERT
CHIEF OF POLICE

DIVISION OF POLICE

P. O. BOX 146 C. H. BURGESS

Augus.t lh.th 1952 LIEUTENANT OF DETECTIVES
3

J. Edgar Hoover, Director /
Federgl Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C. 7 = /

Dear Mr, Hoover: ) W

This will acknovledge receipt of your letter of
Avgust 6; relative to the case of MRS, MARY HARDYJREESER,
| deceased, who was burned to death in apartment at 1200 Cherry St.,
) N. Eo, this City.

Attached you will find copy of Special Report of —g
the findings of our Detectives[ |and which is self- G ‘ R:G‘é
explanatory. e

b6
b7C

2 copies of the apartment diagram are also attached,.

Also attached is a summary of this case as released
by me on August 8, 1951, that appeared in our local newspapers,
stating this was an "accident, until such time as we can prove
otherwise',

e have no objections, whatever, to your using
any and all evidence in your Bureau, -

GLO, ATTACERY :
ENCLO, ATTACHED Yoyrs very truly,
%ﬁeﬂ, M
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SFBCIAL REFCRT OF k|
Conpl. #1391k JUEY 2, 3, L, 1951

MRS, MARY HARDY RESSER
1200 GIERRY ST, NE
BURNED €0 DRATH

PREDICATION: Complaint from ;¥ Fire Station relative to_an explosien and/or fire at above
address; orininally answered by LTJ | PATROLMC| & [ | complaint £illed
in by L2, | las follovwis:

MRS, MARY HARDY REZSER, 67, was burned to death at above address; apartment
on ground fleor. THP RHODES FUNERAL HOME has body. |_t___| was the Coroner., They have not
decided what could be the cause of this fire at this tire. The electric clock was stopped
at 4:20. MRS, REESER'S chair in the S.7. corner of the living room was all burned up but
the springs, The body was East of the chair on the flpor - head South, feet North, Body
wias all burned but the knees to the feet were all right, Black suede shoes were not
burned.

TNVESTIGATION:
Investigation of the premises showed that the apartment was the S.BE. apartment
of the ALLAMANDA APIS., owned by and operated by MRS, PANSY M. CARFENIER,

n entering screcn door to a hallway a left turn is made %o get to the door
of the apt, in guestion. This dvor was partly open on our arrival and we were inforied
oy that that was the way the door was when she first discovered the fire.

The hall between the apt. of MRS, REZSER and the other apt. in the wing was
well smoked up from a distance of about 3 ft. from the floor to the ceiling. The ceiling
was heavily smoked and the face plate to the switch in the hall was melted out of shape.
This face plate was approxirately 8 £t. from the door to ‘the REESER apartment,

The entire apartment ceiling was blackened by smoke; drapes in the dining
area were blackened around the top but were not scorched,

South window screen in dining area was clogged with soot.

Folding doors between the dininz area and the kitchen were blackened but net
scorched.

Face plates on light swiltches in the apartment were melted; however face
plates on wall outlets located at about 2% ft. from the floor were not damaged at all.

Folding doors from living area to dressing room were scorched around top.

The heater in the living room appeared in good shape and was turned off,

The bathroom was heavily smoled, altho there was no damage to lizht fixbures,

Ivo plagtic bathing caps hanging behind bathroom door were not damaged.

There was a heavy burning in the partition between the living area and the
kitchen, altho papers on the table top water heater, which was against the wall, were not
secerched, '

Ihe kitchen equipment, which is all G.E. IRIGIDAIRZ, and consisting of a

Refrigerator, 3 burner stove and table top water heater, arve in good shape, and show no
sign of an electric shorb,
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Page 2 -~ Special Report re MRS, MARY HARDY REESER:

None of the furniture left in the apt, shows any fire damage.

The sheets on the one day bed, which had been made up, are not scorched, and
have ‘their original life,

2 Candles that were on buffet in dining area were melted,
A plastic curtain in the dressing room was in no way damaged by fire,

Furniture in apt. as follows:
2 day beds, one of which was made up for a bed;
A corner table betwzen the 2 beds, on which were a fan, electric clock, which had stopped
at }:20, and a table model radio;
1 straight back ehair
i dining room chairs and a table
1 Buffet, on which were an Electric Fan and 2 Candlesticks;
Kitchen equipment (as set forth above).

In the Dressing Room was:
1 Chair and a Chest of Drawers;
A Mirror over the Chest of Drawers(Mirror was broken).

Not present in the house at the time of the examination, but which was
reported as having been present at the time of the fire, were:

An overstuffed easy chair
End Table, '
Lamp.

The chair was destroyed by the fire, with the exception of the springs;
the end table was destroyed with the exception of 2 small pieces of the legs; the legs
are the bottom portions of the table and are hardly scorched,

The lamp was of a wooden standard which was burned off; the lamp shade was
destroyed, but the lamp bulb would still burn and the hard rubber switch was not damaged,

Photographs and diagram made of this apt. to show damage and relative
positions of the furniture,

INIERVIFIED RELATIVE TO DISCOVERY OF FIRE: OStated she awakened
after hearing a dull Thud, such as The shutting of a door, at about 5 a.m., Monday, 7/2.
She looked around outside, saw nothing of a suspicious nature and started back to bed.

As she headed into the house she thought she smelled smoke, such as in the
overheating of an electric motor, so she turned off her electric pump, then went back in
the house and to bed, '

Later she got up and brought the paper into the house; at this time she
thought it odd that MRS. REESER was not up listening to her radio, as was her habit,

At this time she noticed nothing unusnal and smelled no smoke,
She did not pay any attention to the apartment occupied by MRS. RETSER,
At about 8 a.m. a WESTERN UNION boy came and inguired as ‘to which apt.

MR3, REZSER was inj | ':»ook the telegram and went over to the apt. , as she
also wanted to take oVer The Newspapers

bé
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Page 3 - Special Report re MRS. MARY HARDY REESER:

On arriving at the screen door she felt the door and as it was hot she
called to the boy that something was wrong and for him to come and hslp her., The screen
door was unlocked at this time.

The boy kep% on walking to the Street so she called to some painters who
were vwiorking across the Street; ‘they came over and went into the apt. as she called ‘the
Fire Dept. and DR. REESER.

Iiid not enter the apt. or look in,

When asked about the door being opened, she stated that usudly the door
to the apt, was open but the screen door was locked,

INTERVIE] OF| | FIRST PERSON TO LOOK INTO E.ALl
tat t on hearing pall for help, he, in company of
ran across the oureet o help her out,

3he told them that there was a woman in the apt. I;llooked in at the
the door and seaing no one lying on the bed, backed out and asked
to call the Fire Dept, He did not enter the apt. He further stated the
a €

e appearance of having been slept in,
INTERVIEY OF | stated he entered the room after |a_—m|looked in; he
passed thru the entire house before seeing the remains of the deceased on his way back
out,

Stated when he entered the apt. there was very little flame, but quite a
bit of smoke.

In the hottest part of the fire he saw the springs from the chair and part
of the lamp.

There were a fow flames licking up thru the springs of the chair.

A1l he could see of the body was ths lower part of one leg and a black satin
shoe,

He noticed that the bed clothes of one of the beds was turned dowvn and
appeared as if someone had slept on ib.

The ceiling light was on in the dressing room and he tried tp turn it off,
but the face plate on the switch was melted and he was afraid to touch it,

A1l that remained of the fire was a red smbldering mass.,

These men both stated the heat was not what might be called INTENSE,
INTERVIEW OF ASST. FIRE CHIEF (S. 0. GRIFFITH); on his arrival at scene there was a very
srall amount of smoke coming out of the screen door, which wonld hardly be noticed by an
average person with no fire training, The inside was filled with smoke and he entered to
open windows to allow the smoke to dissdpate. The heat was not too intense and there
was very little visible fire,

The fire was put out by a hand pump.

At the time he entered he did not see any of the body and it was not until
he was on his way out that he saw the leg. ’




Page li - Special Report of MRS, MARY HARDY REESER:

TUTERVIEY O RELATIVE TO THE ACTIONS OF MRS. REiSER: Mrs., Resser rented
the apt, the last day of May; she was a very congenial person and was considered an
excellent tenant, MRS, FEESER'S day scemed to revolve around her son, DR, RIGHARD REESER,

MRS, REESER!*S usval day wds composed of getbing up rabther early in the
morning, wsually before 6 a.m. and Listening to the radio, washing her under~-clothes, etc.

She would eat a hoarty breakfast arovnd 7-8 a.m. and wait until her son
cane over for his wmorning cup of coffee abont 10 a.m. She weuld then leave to go down
‘town to do her son's banking. She would come back home about 4 p.m., 1ie down and rest
until dinner time, which she bad at the Doctor's houses She would return home aboub
8 peg, lie down with the Yights oub, listening to the radiec, until she was ready to
retire, ; : .

She was in the habit of taking some Secenal tablets before going to sleep.
SUNDAY nizht she came home about L:30 p.m. and appeared slightly upset,

MRS. RICHARD RENSER ceme over about 5-5:30 p.m. and stayed a short while.
DR. REZSER then came over about 8 p,m. and left in a shoriftime.

talled to MRS, REZSER for a short time eibher just before
the Docter came, or shortly after he left,

At this time she was dressed in a rayon night-gowmn and black satin shoes,

She stated that she was a little upset and had taken 2 Seconals and was
going to take 2 more a little later,

I }vas led to believe that she was upsel over a family
guarrel; h 3 litbtle disappointed about taking a trip back to her home.

ent over about 8:50 p.m. and was going to btring some ice
cream back Iromoreprugsvore for MRS, REESER but as she passed by the apt. she noticed
the lights were out and the radio was turned off, so she decided not to wake her up,

This was the last she knew of MRS, RE#SER until she was found dead the
next morning.

INTERVISY OF DR. RICHARD RERSER,JR: stated the family had gone to the Beach Sunday
morning and returned home around 3:30 p.m. A shoxt time after arriving home he found
his Mother sitting in a chair crying, He asked what was wrong and she said she was
feeling bad about not being able to take her trip lNorth,

The reason for this was that the woman who was to come down and take his
Mother North and find an apt. for her, had an accident and was unable to leave and thab
no apt. had been found,

He stated his Mother was independent and did not want to go np there and be
a burden on anyone,

She asked the Dr. %o take her home, and he said he would as soon as he had
a shower; after taking a shower he found that his Mother had started to walk home, so
he asked his wife to sce if she could find his Mother and give her a ride the rest of the
WaYe

bé
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Page 5 - Special Report of MRS. MARY HARDY REESER:

DR, REESER went over to the apartment at about 8 p.m. to see if Mother and
see if there was anything he could do for her, Ab the time he arrived she was sitbing
in her night-gownh, She told him she had taken 2 Seconals and would take 2 more before
retir"ingo

He left within a few minutes and did not see his Mother again.

He further stated that his Mother had an operation on her back about 10
vears ago and it was difficult for her to move fast or get out of a deep chair,

YRS. REESER smoked some and usually used- a Lighter (a lighter was found in
her purse).

He did not know much about her financial circtmstances as they were 2all
handled thru a bank in COLUMBIA,FA.

He let her do most of his banking in order that she would have something
to do in the day time.

INTERVIEYW OF MRS. RIGHARD REESER, JR: Stated she had gone ever to her Mother-in-laws
apb. Sunday evening about 5 p.m. and stayed just a short time.

She was unable to shed any light on the reason MAS. MARY RBESER came home
early Sunday,

Bhe stated that the night-gown MRS, REESER wore was a VAN RAALIE Rayon : ‘
Acetate with a stocking weaves - ‘ : wl

Missing is a rayon house coal, color black,

The chair that was burned was identifigd as onc made by the HENDRYX BRCS,
NG., Style #137, Cover #1527 - Green - made of all/material consisting of cotton felt
and inner spring unit,

EXAMINATION OF ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT:  City Electricians examined electrical system in
apte and following facts obtained:

Only 1 fuse in the entire apt. was burned out and that was the fuse to
the hot water heater, ’

There was no indication of a short in the outlet near the chair where the
deceased was sitting; +the insulation was burned off the wires, thru the conduib, but
there was no sign of the wire havinz been fused or in any other way damaged,

There was no damage of any kind to the fuse box or sign of any high
volbtage or amperage overload,

None of the switches seemed damaged, altho the face plates were melted.

&
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In the case of Mrs, Mary H. Reeser, deceased, 1200 Cherry Street-North, I know that
this is one of the most publicized cases in the history of St. Petersburg. Due to
that fact, the Detective Bureau has made every possible effort tof ind the facts
surrounding the death of Mrs. Reeser; but the Police Dept., must consider this as an
accident wntil such time as we van prove otherwise.

After a lengthy investigation and the receiving of the results of the examination
from the F. Bs I., we are making the following statements

An examination of all specimens sent to the F.B.I. Laboratory for analysis
shows no oxidizing ehemicals, Petroleum Hydrocarbones, or other volatile fluids
comonly used as accelerants or any chemical substances used to initiate or
accelerate combustion. There is conclusive evidence that the deceased body
could be consumed by fire, as in this case, if the body became ignited. We have
had in the neighborhood of 100 cases quoted in personal letters of various opinions
and suggestions. In order to clarify some of those suggestions we have disregarded
the idea of lightning, although there was a slight electrical disturbance on -that
particular night. However, there is no indication in this case where lightning
had struck this building in order to kill the victim and set the body afire; for
in most cases, lightning leaves tell-tale evidence, either of entrance or exit.

Due to the fact Mrse. Reeser had taken a considerable amownt of sedatives at
night, and we do have evidence that she told her son, Dr. Richard Reeser, that
she had taken two sedatives at 8:00 P.M., and was going to take two more, there is
every possibility that Mrs. Reeser, while sitting in the overstuffed chair, could
have become drowsy or fallen asleep while smoking a cigerette, thus igniting
her clothes as at that time she was clad in a rayon acetate nightgown and a
housecoat. The nightgom, being highly inflamable, could have been ignited by
a burning cigerette, causing immediate death, If the deceased was in a semie
conscious condition, Naturally, when her clothes became afire, that would also
set the chair afire creating intense heat which completely destroyed the chair
and a nearby end table which was also completely destroyed except for a couple
of small pieces of the legs which could have fallen outside of the fire area. Once
the body became ignited, almost complete destruction occurred from the burning
of its. own fatty tissues, for once the body starts to burn, there is enough fat
and other inflamable substances to permit varying amounts of destbuction to take
place, Sometimes this destruction by burning will proceed to a degree which
results in almost complete combustion of the body, as in this case.

While such cases are not common, there are on record numerous instances of
bodies burning with almost complete destruction. There is, however, no evidence
from sny of the cases on record to show that burning of this nature occurs
other than when the body is ignited by some external means. The unusual aspects
of such cases of burning have been heightened by the fact that in many instances
little damage from burning occurred in the room or area directly surrownding the
victim. In this case, the absence of any scorch or damage to furniture in the
room can only be explained by the fact that heat liberated by the bwrning body
has a tendency to rise and forms a layer of hot air which never came in contact
with the furnishings on a lower level. This situation could have occurred, par-
ticularly if the fire had smoldered, rather than burned freely. -

THE ABOVE INFORMATION HAS BEEN COMPILED AND HANDED OUT BY
CHIEF REICHERT AND LIEUTENANT BURGESS

i
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Book Confirms Finding

ing of human fat in the book “Homicide Investigation,” by Dr. Le-
Moyne Snyder, medico-legal director of the Michigan State Police
and member of the American Medical Association and American
{Bar Association.

Snyder, trained both in medicine and law, states:
“One would think that the human body would be very
resistant to destruction by fire, but this is not actually the
case. Underneath the skin is a layer of fat which may be
quite thick in heavy individuals. This burns readily and

the destruction of tissue after a comparatively small fire
may ke great . .. In many cases it seems the destruction
‘of tissue by burning is out of all proportion to the in-
tensity of fire which caused it.”

This would confirm what police previously discounted. It also
follows a theory outlined early in the case by Dr. Richard Reeser’s
wife, who told The Times that her mether-in-law’s own tissue probably
burned after she fell asleep in the chair while smoking. .

* The deceased was a heavy woman, weighing about 170 pounds.
When found, however, all that was recognizably human was one
foot—curiously Intact—and still clad in one of the black slippers
Mrs. Reeser customarily wore as house shoes.

T e e e T B i

Some Loose Ends
Despite the findings of the FBI, several unexplained angles still
iremain:
1. No odor of fire or burning flesh was ever detected by the

{landlady of the apartment or neighbors. . .
2. No time of death has ever been established, making it im-

possible to determine  whether the blaze burned rapidly or

smoldered all night.
3. No smoke was ever.detected by neighbors or workmen in the

(area. N
* % =%

REPORTER’S OPINION: ‘“While people may discuss the
Reeser case at still greater §
length than has already been
done, we must not overlook
the tremendeus amount of work
poured into the baffling case by
investigating  officers. Police
Chief Jake Reichert, Detective
¢ Lieut. Cass Burgess, Detectives
R. H. Lee and Ross Boyd and
others all did back-breaking
work. Whether the verdict con-

it
{
i
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BURGESS

vinces arm-chair sleuths or nof, City police were not lax in their
pursuit of answers. »

d Own Fuel

Yesterday, this reporter, found conﬁrm:;tion for the ready burn-

Reeser
Background

Police and firemen found the
charred remains of Mrs. Mary
Hardy Reeser, 67, at 8:07 a. m.,
July 2 in her apariment at 1200
Cherry Street Northeast. Al-
though little damage was evident
only human remains found were
a skull, shrunken {o the size of
a cup, a piece of backbone and
an intact left foot in a satin
stipper. Her overstuffed chair
was destroyed except for the coil
springs.

Discovery was made as a tele-
gram was delivered for Mrs.
Reeser at 8:07 a, m. and the
landlady, Mrs. P. M. Carpenter,
went to give it to her. Mrs, Car-
penter found the doer hot and
summoned the aid of {wo paint- - . . . 3
ers working across the street. g
It was then the blackened walls
were Tirst aoticed and the few -~ - —
=remains- found: -~Firemen--were-—~zm——.—_ . .
cailed and extinguished Yast em-

bers with a hand pump.

Mrs. Carpenter, who lived in
an adjoining apartment, had been
up, at five a. m. and six a. m,
to get her newspaper, but had
not noticed anything amiss.
Smoke smelled at five a. m. was
thought to be coming from an
overheated water pump. Mrs.
Carpenter turned off the pump
and went back to bed.

The Western Union boy who
delivered the telegram didn’t no-
tice any smoke, dispite the fact
the windows were open. A Times
carrier boy who delivered papers
to the area earlier in the inorn-
ing also noticed nothing amiss.

Mrs. Reeser was seen by her
son, Dr. Richard Reeser, his wife
and the landlady, Sunday night,

July 1, the last fime at 9 p. m.

;‘L-H
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Bnd Acetaie Gown
1 Theory
. EXCLUSIVE

By JERRY BLIZIN

St. Petersburg’s “cinder woman mystery” was officially
isted as accidental death in a statement issued late .yester-
ay afternoon by Police Chief J. R. Reichert.

Y Heaton g f Mazer Tiandy. Ragzer, 67, whose bodv.;

w‘v“‘s‘*destroye’d"'July“2-m“*arﬁntense'“i)laze*whzch*dxd_only
“; minor damage to her apart-

“"ment at 1200 Cherry Street
& . Northeast, was closed “unless

Y Reichert issued a lengthy
.} statement yesterday based on 3
o a five-page report from the ¥
FBI laboratory, whi.ch spent

wrmi tapials from the fire scene *
REIC“ERT and . charred bits of the
woman’s body.
In addition to a 500-word statement to the press, Reichert handed
out a personal statement on the fire death, one of the most widely-
publicized local tragedies in years.

Reichert’s statement follows:

.. “This is the most unusual case I've'seen durmg my al-
most 25 years of police work in the City of St. Petersburg.
Since we have had hundreds of suggestions as to how this
incident may have happened, 1 am not. closing the door
on the case yet.

“We are, however, holding the case in abeyance for any other
information or developments that may come to our attention. The
lfacts in the case have been checked from every possible angle, and
Y feel that the facts as gwen provide the answer to the death of
hVIrs. Reeser.”

o' Incendiary

Basically, the FBI report bgnls down to one salient fact: No ev-
§idence of any incendiary material or accelerant of any nature could
ibe found in any of the materials tested. o

The report said, however, that common combustible
fluids and accelerants such as ether, alcohol, gasoline, ete.
—~—would probably be consumed in such a fire and no trace
of them detected afterward.

¥

FBI analysts pointed out that the Inflammability of human fatty
tissue is intense, a fact little-known by most persons. Substances
found in segments of the rug from the Reeser apartment were found
to be melted human fat,

[Police Statement ; "
The Police Department’s official statement, based q
ireport, is as- follows:

+ “An examination of all specimens sent to the FBI
analysis shows no. oxidizing chemicals, petroleum hy<
(other volatile fluids commonly used as accelerants or
substances used to Initiate or accelerate combustion.

]
“There is conclusive evxdence that the dec
could be consumed by fire, as in this case, i
had become ignited. I

“We have had nearly 100 cases quoted in perso
arious opinlons and suggestions. In order to clarify 1
Fuggestions we have disregarded the theory of ligh
there was a slight electrical disturbance on the partig
{volved. There is no indication in this case wheré lig
‘the building in order to kill the victim and set the body
cases lightning leaves tell-tale evidence, either of entran-
. “Due to the fact Mrs, Reeser had taken a considc
of sedatives at night, and we do have evidence that]
son, Dr. Richard Reeser, she had taken two seconal {
sules at 8 p. m. and was going to take two. more, 1
possibility that Mrs. Reeser while sitting in the overs
‘her apartment, could have become drowsy or fallen

smoking a cigarette, thus igniting her clothes, |

e

anlammuble’GOWn i

' ¢At that time she was clad in a rayon acetate ni
thousecoat. The nightgown, being highly inﬂammable,
fgnited by a burning cigarette, causing immediate de
ceased was In a seml-conscious condition.

“Naturally, when her clothes became afire they
the chair afire creating infense heat which completely
chair and a nearby end table. Once the body beca
most complete destruction occurred from the burn
fatly tissues. For .once the body siaris to burn, th
fat and inflammable substances to’permit varying a
struction to take place. Sometimes this destruction by
proceed to a degree which results in almosi comple
of the body, as in this case.

“Whlle such cases are not common, there are.on
ous instances of bodies burning with almost compl
tThere is, however, no evidence from any of the casel
show that burning of this nature occurs other than w
ignited by some external means.

“The unusual aspects of such cases- of buming ha
ened by the fact that in many instances little damag
‘occurred in the room or area directly smrom?mg t

Fire Only Smoldered
- “In this case, the absence of any scorch or; dam

in the room can only be explained by the fact that
by the burning body has a tendency to rise and form
alr which never came in contact with the furmshl
level. This situation could have occurred, partxcularly
smoldered, rather than burned freely.” j

In effect, this summation of findings by ‘FBI
chemists, rules out spontaneous human combustion
a Times reader and explains the “level of heat mar
the Reeser apartment.

At the time her body was discovered, pollce an
a line of black smoke and soot around the upper wa
with buckled electrical wall switches and melted
lower down on the same walls, outlet plugs were in
ings unmarked by heat.
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TO ¢ DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: . 10/21/52

ATETION‘ JFBI LABORATORY
}) SUBJECT
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T 1d’"”s*"'at“| l, b6
and is employed in’the l ], appeared it the b7C

Camden Resident Agency with the magazine article set forth above aud advised
that after having read the article, he had typed up his own theory oa the
matter and wished the same to be made known to the FBI Laboratory in view of
the reference made to the Laboratory in the article.

advised that he had sent a copy of his theory as enclosed
to the Police Dept. at S etersburg, Fla., as well as to the writer of the
article, Dr. WILTON MARIONAKROGMAN at the University of Pennsylvania. .- %
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The Strange Ease;nf 8

THECINDER LADY

BY DR. WILTON MARION KROGMAN

University of Pennsylvanis
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L B AM A “bone detective,” as well as

a professor of physical anthropol-

ogy. \It is my special skill to identify
human bones—either the whole
skeleton or parts of it.

Ffom the skeleton or its remains
I can tell the age of a person at the
time| he died, his sex, and his’ Tace;
it is also possnble for me to estimate
his height and body-build. From
human bones I can often determine
the cause of his death (the prover-
bial "‘blunt instrument,” or a gun-
shot, or a knife, axe, cleaver or any
other cutting weapon) ; how long
the bones have been buried in the
earth *and finally, if the skull is
present details about the living tis-
sue and how the man looked.

In short,
give-away to what you were, and

your.skeleton is a dead |

GO -4 g2 -

who you were, during your lifctime.

I’ve been called in by the police
and FBI to work on a number of
murder and disappearance cases
where only the bones were available
~—-soft parts had decomposed, bcen
eaten by acids or burned away.

But in 1951 I ran into a case
which for sheer horror and bizarre-
ness beat anything in my experience.
The local police kept referring to it
as “weird,” “fantastic,” “unbelieve-
able,” and even the, conservative
FBI ventured “unusual,” “improb-
able.” As for me, were bi living in
the middle ages I'd mutter some-
thing about “black magic” . . .
But first let me outline the known
facts.

At 9:00 p.M. on the night of
July 1, 1951, Mrs. Mary Hardy
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THE STRANGE CASE OF THE CINDER LADY

after I had entered into the case.

As I pondered this case the chords
-of memory began to hum a recog-
nizable tunc and I went to the li-
brary—I just knew that this was not
an entirely unfamiliar scene. I found
my answer in Charles Dickens’
Bleak -House, Chapter 32. Mr.
Guppy and Mr. Weevle are wait-
ing to meet Mr. Krook.

“Mr. Guppy happens to look at,
his coat-slceve. He stares at it,
. aghast [and says]:

“‘Why, Tony, what on earth is

going on in this house tonight? Is.

there a chimney on fire? See how

this soot’s falling. See here, on my’"

arm! Confound the stuff, it won’t
blow off—-smears, like black fat?”»
At the appointed hour they en-
ter Mr. Krooks’ room together.
“The cat has retreated close (to
- the door) and stands snarling—not
at them; at something on the
ground before the fire. There is
very little fire left in the grate, but
there is a smouldering, suffocating

vapour, in the room, and a dark’

greasy coating on the walls and
ceiling.: The chairs and table, and
the bottle so rarely absent from the
table, all stand as usual. '
“Here is*a small burnt patch of
flooring; here is the tinder from a
little bundle of burnt paper, seems-
ing to be steeped in somethmg
O Horror, he 1s here! .

“Call this death by any name you,

will, it is the same death eternally—
mbom, inbred, engendered in the
corrupted humours of the body
itself—Spontaneous Combustion.” .

The foregoing theory is stoutly
defended as fact by Dickens in the
1853 Preface to the first edition of.
Bleak House. He avers “that there
are about 30 cases on record, of

®
~
A

4

which the most famous, that of the _
Countess Cornelia de Baudi.Cese-
nate, was minutely investigated . . .”

I searched further. I found that
an English magazine, The Saturday
Magazine, in August, 1832, ran an

.article called “Fire in the "Human'

Body.” It-described the burning in
1731 of the lady cited by Dickens,
“This lady, who was in the sixty-
second year of her age, retired to
bed in her usual health. Here she
spent above thrce hoursin conver-
sation with her maid, and in saying
her prayers; and havmg at last
fallen asleep, the door of her cham-
ber was shut. As her maid was not
summoned at the usual hour, she.
went into the bedroom to ‘wake her
mistress; but recexvmg no answer,
she opened the "window,-and saw
her corpse on the floor, in the most

. dreadful condition, At the distance

of four feet from the bed there was
a heap of ashes. Her legs, with
stockings on, remained untouched,

- and the head, half-burned, lay be- -~

tween them. Nearly all the rest of
the body was reduced to ashes. The
air in the room was charged with
floating soot. A small oil lamp on
the floor was covered with ashes,
but had no oil in it; and in two
candlesticks, which stood upright
upon a table, the cotton wick of
both .the candles. was left, and the _
tallow of both .had dxsappeamd
It has been generally supposed that
an internal combustion had taken
place; that the lady had risen from
her bed to cool herself, and that, in
her way to open the window, the
combustion had overpowered her,
and consumed her body by a proc-
essin which no flame was produced.”
I found that in 1763 the Annual
Register of the Royal Society of -

17




. London reported the case of an °

clderly woman, gin-sodden, who was
put to bed by a friend at 11:00 p.m.
At 5:30 aM. on" the ‘following

mommg smoke was seen coming-’

out of the window; a small fire,
easily put out, was on the floor.
The body was badly burned, though
.“one leg and a t}ugh were still en-
tire.”” It was said, “the people were
amazcd that the furniture had sus-
tamed so little injury . . . the feath-
er-bed, the clothes, and covering
were safe” In the room “the walls
|

and evcrythmg m it were black-
cned the room “was filled w1th a
very dlsagreeable vapour .

I've presented pertinent detail in

these cases (and there are many
more) not so-much to support theo-
ries of spontaneous or internal
combustxon—whzch are wholly un-
tenable—as to point out an ever-
recurring pattern:

] 1) The victim is usually a wo-
man, in her 50’s or 60, of corpu-
lent build;

{ 2) The victim was addicted to a
* habit which’ induced helplessness
(drmk) or unconsciousness (a

rug) ;
[ 3) She was in the habit of smok-
ing (pipe or cigarette) upon retir-
ing; the burning occurred at. night;
the victim more than once fell
asleep in a chair;.
| 4) A candle (or candles) was in
the room; the candle-substance was
‘melted, but the wick was intact;
- 5) The burned (charred or
ashed) remains were found on the
floor, often near the room’s center;
’ 6) The main mass of the body
was completely consumed, but head
and extremities (hands, feet, fin-
gers, toes) and occasionally .verte-
brae were often untouched;

18
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7) The floor at the site of “the

-burning showed some charring, but

surrounding furniture, clothes and
walls were unmarked;

8) The air was charged with
oily or.greasy-soot and walls and
ceiling were covered by this soot;

9) Often the residue (of bones

‘or tissue) was oily and odorous.

I now want to point out some
very serious problems—problems
which, strain. belief beyond  the
breaking point.

First, and foremost, it takes a
terrific "heat to completely consume
a- human body (and I mean soft
tissues plus skeleton). I have

-watched, in a crématorium, a body

burn at 2000°, F. for over eight hours
—burn under the best possible con-
ditions, with both the means of
combustion (a furnace .with excel-
lent draft) and type of combustible
( as or oil). At the end of that
txme there was scarcely a bone that
was not present and completely
recognizable as a human bone. It
was not ashed or “powdered.” Only
at 3000° F.,-plus, have I seen bone
fuse—-or melt, so that it ran and
became volatile. Theie are very
great ‘heats—they would'sear, char,
scorch, or otherwise mar or effect
anythmg and everything thhm a
considerable radius.

" Secondly, in my expenence the
human head is not left intact in

. such burning cases. Certainly it

does not “shrivel,” or symmetri-
cally reduce, to a much smaller size.
In the presence of heat sufficient to
destroy soft tissues the skull explodes,
literally, into many pieces.

Finally, I pose less tangible prob-
leims. The body is over 90 per cent
water—perhaps even a little more
in very fat people. I find it hard to
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bone; a lump of charred tissue ten-
tatively identified as liver; her left
foot, with skin unburned and still
shod in an unscorched black satin
bedroom slipper; and the heat-
eroded coil-springs of the chair;

3). The windows were partly open
and the door was not sealed;

" 4) The wall paint nearest to the

chair, and the floor in the im-
mediate vicinity, was only slightly
scorched;

5) Elcctnc light’ plugs and fix-
tures in the soot area on the walls
had melted, but base-plugs lower
down had not; no fuses had been
blown and the electric current was
on, and working;

6) Two candles standing on the
window. sill had melted but curi-
ously their wicks were intact;

7) Newspapers on a ncarby table
were not scorched and neither was
the bedding on a day bed;

8) An electric clock had stopped
at 4:20 (prcsumably A.m.?), but
when plugged in at the baseboards
itran O.K.;

9) There was absolutely no
evidence of any inflammable mate-
rials (kerosene, gasoline; etc.) at or
near the site of burning;

10) While the room was intensely g
hot, there were no flames, no em-
bers, no collection of stxcky or vxs-
cous material on the site; °

11) There is no record, durmg
the night, of any smoke, any heat-;
crackle, or any nauseous or unusual’
odor escaping.from.the room. f

As I mentioned earlier I've/
worked on a number of human
burning cases. To understahd what:
happens to the human body, I’ve
done some experimentation using
both animal and human cadaveral’
I've burned bones still encased in.

16 F

ﬂesh T’'ve burned “green” bones—
bones stripped of flesh, but not
dried out; I’ve burned dried bones.
DPve used all sorts of combustibles,
ranging from a hickory and oak
firé (sald to be the hottest “natural”
ﬁre) through coal, oil, gasoline, to :

an electnc mufile fumace I care- |

fully observe how the bone behaves
durmg burning and how it looks
when it has cooled off. ‘

¢ As a result I have formulated a
basic principle: “The-destruction
of animal or human tissue is a
function of -the conditions of com-
‘bustion, rather than of the type of .
combustible used.” By this I mean
that without a brisk draft (the free
passage of air) the fire will be smoth-
ered, no matter how inflammable
the combustible used.

What earthly circumstances and
‘causes could have led to such com-
plete destruction of Mrs. Reeser?
Lightning? Local Weather Bureau -
records showed that no storm had
‘occurred on the night of July 1.
* Could it have been an electrical in-"

4 duction current, passing through the
body, caused by faulty wiring? But ,
' I've already noted that the wiring
was intact, for the electric clock ran
OX. when pluggcd in. Was it by
spontanedus or “internal” combus-
tion—that is, a fire starting in the
' body tissues without any external
cause? But this is impossible! The
fluids and fats of the human body
simply do not contain the chemicals
which might ignite all by- them-
selves. Could she have perished so
completely from just a dropped cig-
arette?’ Or was she burned else:
where, then “planted” in the room?
These are all “hunches,” or “theo-
ries,” that occurred to the local
police, and to me a few weeks later
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Reeser,” aged 67 years, and 175
. pounds heavy, was last seen alive
in hcrl onc room apartment, in a
four-apartment building in St. Pe-
tersburg, Florida. Mirs. Reeser was
the widow of a doctor who had
practxced near Lancaster, Pennsyl-
vama,l in the heart of the “Pennsyl-
vania Dutch” region.

On\the fatal night she and her
landlady were the only people in
the buxldmg The last time anyone
saw her, Mrs. Reeser was sitting in

an ovcr-stuﬂ'ed chair, a bit off the-

centeri of the room, wearing a rayon

acetate nightgown and a house-

coat. She was smoking a cigarette.
She v\)vas known to, take several

slecpmg tablets before retiring. The
room was of moderate size with a
couple of -windows.

Some ash, some oily soot, a fuo‘t,

and fragments of hackbone.. .. n'u

more was left of the Cinder Lady. Did

she vanish by black magic? Go .

up in spontaneous. combustion? ﬁurn
-in a heat hotter than hellfire?

Why was the rest of the room unscorched?
W, % A world-famous bone detective ‘
g w=ced gning his theories after months of
research and tracking clues

- At 8:00 A.M..next morning, the
landlady took a tclegram up to
Mis. Reeser’s room. She grasped
the doorknob but found it too
flaming hot to hold. Two painters
working' in the building forced the
door and were met by a blast of
hot air. Their startled gazes met a
scene macabre beyond words:

1) The walls from a level of about
four feet above the floor, and the
ceiling, were festooned with a greasy
soot which gave off. a ‘“peculiar
odor”; '
- 2) Where Mrs. Reeser had been
sitting were only ashed and charred
rcmains. They included a roundish
object identified as the head; and
varyingly described as big as a
“baseball,” or a “teacup” or a
“grapefruit”; a few pieces of back-
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SE OF THE CINDER LADY

_believe that a human body, once
“ignited, will literally consume itself
—burn itself out, as does a candle-
wick, guttering in the last residual

- pool of melted wax. When human

flesh burns it gives off an acrid,
evil-smelling odor, especially if
burning free in a room or in the
open. How could 175 pounds of
mortal flesh burn with no detectable
or discernible smoke or odor per-
meating the entire building?

Just what did happen on the
night of July 1; 1951, in St. Peters-

burg, Florida? Wc may never know, -

though the case still haunts me. The
“Cinder Lady” is now part of
our folklore. It couldn’t happen,
but it did. That’s the 'way the St.
Petersburg police and I felt about
it. Police Chief J. R. Reichert is-
sued' a statement six weeks after
the burning, as follows:
“According to her son, Mrs. Rees-
er habitually took two sleeping pills*
before retiring. There is every pos-
sibility that, while ‘seated. in the
over-stuffed chair, she became
drowsy or fell aslecp while smoking,
a cigarette, thus igniting her clothes.
“At that time she was clad in a

SEAT OF LEARNING

rayon acetate nightgown and a
housecoat (according to her, son,
who had visited her the evemng
of July 1). The nightgown, being
highly inflammable, could have been

-ignited by the cigarette, burst into

flame, causing almost immediate
death to a person in a sémi-
conscious condition.

“Once the body became ignited,

almost complete destruction could:

have resulted from the burning of
its own fatty tisues (Mrs. Reeser
was a heavy woman, weighing 175
pounds), an uncommon but entirely
possible occurrence according to
FBI analysis.

“In this case, th¢ absence of any
scorch or damage to furniture in
the room can only be explained by
the theory that heat liberated by
the burning body rose to form a
layer of hot air which darkened the
upper walls and ceiling of the room
but never came in contact with
walls or objects at a lower level.”

Logical and scientific as this
sounds, he came closer to truth
when he concluded, “The case is
not closed and may never be to the
satisfaction of all concerned.,” MM

.
«

“Gosh, I. forget.” 5

thmgs"'

M TOMMY WAS AT HIS FATHER'S SIDE. “Daddy,” he asked, “what was the
name of the great American traitor in the Rcvoluuonary War?”

“I don’t know,” replied his father.

“Who was Vice President under Harding?”

“Well, then,” Tommy tried agam, “do you know where Monticello is?”
“No,” replied his father, after a moment’s deliberation.

“Gee, Pop,” said the boy, “you don’t mind my asking you, do youz”
“Of course not,” replied Daddy. “How els¢ are you going to learn

—Ilelen’ S. Mann
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OFF-GUARD

{ * BY LUCIEN AIGNER

:l 'FOR MORE THAN 25 years as a photographer I roamed
three continents hunting for celebrities in off-guard mo-
ments. My purpose was not so much to discover their
weaknesses—which I also had done—but to show the
. human being behind the pose of the public figure. Here
are four pages of the best, with my comments.

I caught a wistful Churchill after a per-
sonal “election victory jn the *30s in i
constituency, . :
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Phosas fowwardis Uloakington, 5. offaop %S,

Dear Sirsse- '
In regards to the article that appeared in the Octobef 1952 issue of Pageant magazin€
T must say that it set me to thinking serlously concerning "The Strange Case of the Cinder
Lady" along the following linesjem---w= .

Vie kmow that certain diseases very definiltely ralse the temperature of our bodiles from
the normal of 98.6° up to 112° at times, although seldom reaching the higher figure. Too,
that we do not know all that there 1is to be known concerning diseases, Also, that it is qudTg
possible that there might be some diseases thabt are as yet totally unkmnovm to us, which fact
also applies to forms of diseases. Toéo, I take 1t that the artiele of the "Cinder Lady" 1is
all true fact.

So much for the known facts.

Now for the theory, thusj-

Could 1t be that there ls some disease, or some form of cancer that 1s entirely un-
~known te us at the present time, that enters the bodies of certain peopde and lays there
semidormant, but developing, slgly,bub surely for an unknown lenghh of time withoub any"symp_
~toms showin --- until, as in the cases cited in "The Strange Case of the Cinder Lady", this
disease, or form of cancer is triggered off into extremely violent activity, and in its vioad
~lence it railses the person's temperature to heights far in excess of anything kmown to us
now, possibly up to 700° or 1000°, wheréupdn chemical reaction takes over, and raises the
body temperature up te 10000° or 150009, which would totally consume the body in a very shor?¥
time. G e en .
T~ 7" In §0 doing thse disea8e would be preying ob\%he human body even after death and possibly
even also preying upon jtself, at the higher temperatures. ’

October 13th, 1952

oMo o ~thechemlcal reactions within the body would not all be oxidation, but quite possibl¥

would go to prepare it for the oxidatlon taking place on the exterior, where the greater
amount of oxygen is, and thevexcessive temperatures therein generated so accelerating the .

——pate—of "external oxidatlion that the body would be consumed within an hour and a half from the
time that the violent actividty of the disease was triggered off.

Also, as in a storage battery this chemical activity could possibly set up électrical
currents, which would in circulating within the body also raise the temperature, due to the
resistance of the various parts of the body.

i Obviously any person so afflicted would be unconsious at 107° and certainly dead at 150%

So that he, or she would obviously suffer very little, if 'any at all, becsuse these tempera-

~tures would\haﬁe been reached and passed so very rapldly, in such a case, that there would
be._a.minimun chance for suffering to take place. ’ — _—
Ci—IPeELENOt 1t would be a very excellent idea, that the next time such an event occurs,
, that several¢pedica1 meddead experts ‘get on the scene immediately and have everything in the
room left exactly as whén it occured, and then the experts move into the bullding with a set
of-electron microscopes, a vast multitude of slidés, etc. and put all soot, greese, ashes,
varts, dust, etc. on the slides, all being labled, in full detail, and preserved for then
present and future examinatlion to £ind out the cause, and. if possible, establish my theory.
Allowing no one but the sclentists to touch anything, until the scientists are through.:

Vho knows §hg§sm%ght$be turned up to help us in this matter, snd/or other matters?
o]

b6
b7C
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Lechnveal~Authors Publishing House
: Bisnarlk Strect 21
(20b) Einbeck, Germeny

w2 S

Dear| |

The letter which and you sent
to thic Bureau on Decerber ID, I9U5Z, hes been received.

In connection with your inquiry, the FBRI
conducted laboratory ezaninations concerning the death
of irs. Mary H. Reeser of St. Peitersburg, FPloride. These
zeninagtions were done at the reguest of Ur. Jacoeb R.
Reichert, Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, Florida, and
the results were furnished to Chief Reichert. Investiga=-
tion of the case as such was not handled by the FBI but
was conducted by the St. Petersburg, Florida, FPolice
Depertnent. It is, therefore, suggested that you connuni-
cate directly with Chief Reichert for what essistance he
naey be able to give you.

It i3 also suggested that you write to the E

editors of the "Journal of Criningl Law, Crizinology o
and Police Science,” pudlished by the lorthmestern. 2= o

University school of Law, Chicage, Illinois, for thferd

| Bavion appearing in thet publication. Am A
| - -
| o : Sincerely youprs, P -4 z _‘%
| COMN = FEB} | 4 L o =
NPy T8 e

JAN 61395 . - =

MAILED 2 “ ' John Kdgar Haover, .
4‘ ) R .Dil‘ec'f;&)?' ,.{fp S5 "u‘,, :«: ki As’ %V
e sy L)

Tolson e ’ : ' " g
Boardmin. v cc ~ Liaison Representative, with cOply,0)~/acrning. %4
v

Nichol$ o

Belmont veaemm. Heidelburg, Gernany N YL

Harbo N ;/’,’/

Noke ' eont &7 ol I a o
e s cc - Foreign Liaison Desk, withicopy «,//;in oming. # 1 /;,e\
fomm " / Q\ L @//
ey ELT:rcw:les (.~ 2 M/{O\
Tele. Room . (5) (See next page for note.) Ky ™~
Holloman .

Gandy s’ TR T e e : v P

S SR

T TS N
n A\ D7
- N7

B0 JAN 201355 ~ - )
A 8




NOTE: Bureau file 95-41192 reflects that the FBI
Laboratory conducted examinations into the death of
Urs. Mary H. Beeser of St. Petersburg, Florida.

Urs. Reeser died as a result of a fire. Addréss of
the "Journal of Criminal Law, Criminology and Police
Science” per Bureau Library.
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Scotland Yard in London, the Surete in Paris and the Federal
Criminal Office in Germany have, likewise, promised us their support.

We will reimburse you for expenses involved.
Respectfully,

. . Technical-Authors Publishing House

S

P. S. -- Moreover, the Court Chemist in Cleveland, | |
allegedly made a compilation of cases of this type in the "Journal
of Criminal Iaw, Criminology and Police Science" a few years agoe.
Perhaps it would be possible to put this compilation at our disposal
or perhaps it could be purchased for us over there. W. L.

bé
b7C
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TRANSLATION FROM GERMAN

"DER TERMIN-ARTIKEL" (Term-Articles)
Technical Editorial Work for Newspapers and Magazines
Technical Lectures for Broadcasting

| member of Journalist Union in Lower Saxony, #23h
| member of the Protective Union of German Authors, #QQB

[ 12220/
°f
USA /V\a\»ml H. zeser
FBI of the USA '
Washington A ‘

Re: Criminal Case Mrs. REESER, St. Petersburg, Florida.

)

L -

Highly esteemed Gentlemen,

. The above-mentioned case was investigated by the FBI at the
time. We know, no conclusive explanation was found. Mention was made
that it concerned one of those rare cases of Mself-cremation! which occured
quite frequently in former centuries but which never have been explained
satisfactorily.

We are planning to publish, in conjunction with noted scientistsy
a larger work about these mysterious self-cremations and ask you to kindly
assist us with material. Of this case, we need a photograph of the woman
who was burned to ashes in her room (it was produced at that time and
should be in your file).

You certainly could cause, out of "love'for the matter, a copy
to be made from the film. Furthermore, it is important that we have a
report of the facts as well as of your own conclusions. Here, too, copies
will suffice. We would be indebted to you if you could help us with our
work by putting the above material at our disposal in the very near future.

7414~ 8

Z JAN % -195%

o An—— g a5
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In- und ausléndische Korrespondenten
@@@:ﬁ?@%"@-@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ * FACHSCHRIFTSTELLERISCHE ARBEITEN FOR TAGES- UND ZENTSCHRIFTENPRESSE
m FACHVORTRAGE FOR RUNDFUNKSENDUNGEN

Mitglied des Verbos-
o a8, Nre 234
Mitgled des Shvizverboades

UOS.A. TSN RT. 03,

Bundeskriminalamt der USA 9175 20 Jeemsn 10,12, 54

. " . ?" Tolefons 206
Washington . : o L WL/RW

Betr.: Kriminalfall Frau Reeser, St. Ebtersburg (Florlda) &
vom 1. zum 2. Juli 1951 L

£ -
7

Sehr geehrte Herren,

Der obengenannte Fall ist seinerzeit auch vom Bundeskriminalamt
der USA in Washington untersucht worden. Wie uns bekannt ist,
wurde eine endgiiltige Kladrung nicht gefunden. Es wird davon ge-
sprochen, daB es sich dabei um jene seltenen Fdlle von "Selbst-
verbrennungen von Menschen" handelt, die in fruheren Jahrhunderten
sehr oft vorkamen, die aber nlemals eine restlose Klirung. fanden.

Wir haben die Absicht lber diese mysteridsen Selbstverbrennungen

1 - im Zusammenhang mit nemhaften Wissenschaftlern eine groBere Arbeit
herauszugeében und bitten Sie um Uhyerstutzung mit Material. In- "~ ~ 7
diesem Falle bendtigen wir ein Fotd von der zu Asche, verbrannten

Frau in ihrem Zimmer (es wurde seinerzeit hergestellt und diirfte

bei Thren Akten llegen) Sicherlich kdnnen Sie der Sache zur {iebse
von dem Film fiir uns einen Abzug herstellen lassen. Ferner wiare

) . uns an dem Tatsachenbericht iiber den Fall und Threr eigenen Stellung-
nahme gelegen. Auch hier. bendotigten wir lediglich die Abschriften. -—
Wir wdren Ihnen sehr zu Dank 'verpflichtet, wenn Sie uns bei unserer
Arbeit durch baldige Zurverfiigungstellung obigen Materials helfen
konnten.

S ssnts' o

s bl ais

Scotland Yard in Tondon, die Sureté in Paris und das Bundeskriminal-
amt in Deutschland haben uns -ebenfalls ihre Unterstiitzung zugesagt.

Die entstehenden Unkosten werden wir Ihnen ersetzen.

LY

Hochachtungﬁvoll'
Facacchriftsieller~Verlgy

PS. Der Gerichtschemiker in Cleveland, L
vor einigen Jahren im "Journal ¢f Criminal Lawly Cre= <> . .~
Police Science", Fslle dieser Ait zusammengestillty - .- o -

1eicht ist es moéglich,uns diese
zuistellen ‘oder ﬁggkuna,éor§\gp

Zusammenstellu g zk
kaufen. <
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CC - Hiami, with copy o,

JUl g, 155

Dear Mr. |:|

Thank pou far pour letier of Mey 18, 1955,
in which you inquired regerding the Recser Case ubich
occurred in St. Fetersburg, Floride, in 1951,

In connection with your inquiry, the FPI
conducted leboratory ezxzeninctions concerning iie
death of MNrs. Nery Hi Rcesers These e”arzneﬁzons
were done ct ithe reguest of Ur. Jocob L. Feichert,
Chief of Folice, St. Petersburg, Floride, cnd the
resulits were furniched te kin., JInvesitigoetion of
this cese wes handled by his deparinent.

“he I'BI Laboratory conducis ez zaninetions
at fthe requesu af cu lj cutherized law cnforcenent
agenciecsy ond e ireat suéh ezaninations Gs confi-
dential. Any Infornation concerning this cas
weould have to be obtecined jfron Chicy Eeichert, and
I Ztrus® you will understend ny posiiéion.

Sincevrely Yoursy

John Edgar Hocover

e Y Director 5

= }‘ ’__ ,,“ o ; A,

dzncomzng. ye -
ATTENTION SAC: Thé Reeser Case was unique in that

Mrs. Reeser was' found burned to death in a chair in *

her living room. The body was almost completely consumeds. .

LI

owever, surrounding furniture in the room was not
(95-41192)

damaged.

fﬁj
v (2)
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* West Palm Beach, Flonda
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CHANNEL

PLEASE REPLY TO:

5/18/55

Information Office,
Federal Bureau of Investlgatlon

Washington, D.C.
;%7Z42/i;¢ prrs 673 LV

I'm thinking seriously of writing a book or long articli/jfz

Gentlemen: -

on the Reeser-Case which occurred some years ago in
St.Petersburg,Florida. It was the case where the woman
was completely consumed by some force while in the kltchenp
of her home, and yet nothing else was damaged in the rooms

Police Chief Reichert of St.Petersburg wrote me that the
Police records of the case would not be available for not
taking by "any individual from a news standpoint." In his gh
letter he says:"Based on ’the reports received from the
Fire Underwriters in Chicago and the laboratory tests =
made in Washington by the F.B.I. we believe sufficient =
grounds have been established to justify closing the
case,"

88 A

Do you folks put out a report on the case? Are the tests'i?ai
you made,the results that is, available to the public? ™ ﬂh‘
Is there any way I can get any information from you as

to your part in the tests in the case? It'll certainly

appreciate any information you can give Zf._ : {

WEAT=TV
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RLols EAIL Mr. Holowan-—
Miss Gondy.
T0: DIRECTOR, PRI ATTGBTICNs  FRI Loboratory
TROSS SAC, PHILADSLFHIA (80-100)
SUBJECT: UNSUB; Iro. Anna Yartin -
Victim - URDERg
i) Polico Cooperation,
I Fhiladolphia PD
Captain | commanding Officor, Hoemicide
s7uad, Failadolphia PD, advises victim found burncd o death
5/18/57 under mysterious circunstancas, Boforo death victin
welghed approxinately 130 pounds; however, vremains after death
woighed slightly over 50 pounds, the remaindsr being consumed N
to aches, Combustiblo raterials near rerpaing sere not scorched, \\g !
although, incincration apparently took place ak spot there E\
vemains found, f‘\D ;
| hed besn advised TFBI Labaratary developed o b
very impertant Infarmation in a similar caco where vicbin vas S,
a 9. REESE o REESER and lattor case bolisved discovered 2
apmroximately 7/2/52 in St. Potersburg, Ila. i
- If Leboratery hes any informati nsteriantionsd o
case which night bo of value to Captain [requegt cams i,
b3 forwerded ¢o Fhiladelohia and sams ven to |
on confidential basis. is a very cocprrative officer, I
2
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March 2, 1962

bé
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Dean

Reference is made to your letter of February 22,
@ 1962, requesting information concerning the Mary Hardy
Reeser case or similar types of cases. -

The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence in
this case received from the Chief of Police at St. Petersburg,
Florida, to assist him in his investigation of this matter.
Examinations made by the Laboratory for law enforcement
agencies are treated, however, on a confidential basis, and
I am not at liberty to make public the results of these
examinations.

3!}5

:&

You may wish to correspond with the editors of’%he
"Journal of Criminal Law, Criminology and Police Sciencg, "
published by the Northwestern University School of ‘Law,
Chicago, Illinois. I understand they published an articleby. - .
Lester Adelson on cases of this type a number of yegrs ago.

They may be able to help you in this study, e i
s 3 w0 a] b.é A ely yours, N
| ﬁyb%f ay nm@mz;

ELIg i,

?“2 ;‘:{ ¢
s ;g [ Bt I i
Director /)Q

é CEIRER = sapuyp '

%c, 37 I, ‘ . (see addendum next page) r },i

'\‘ ‘
“,‘ Y ‘},

< MALL HO0M f:l TELETYRE UNIT (]
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ADDENDUM:

Laboratory received evidence in this case from J. R. Reichert,
Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, Florida, on 7/10/51, relative to the
unusual death of Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser. She had been almost .
completely cremated in her apartment, although the damage to her apartment
was not commensurated with her condition. Laboratory examinations '
revealed no accelerdnts in the evidence submitted. No information in
Bufiles identifiable with
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SAC, Philadelphia (80-100) June 3, 1957

Director, FEBI
Y
UNSUb, Mrs. Anna Martin ~
Vietim ~ MURDLR

¥ Police Ca()peration,
¢ Philadelphia PD

b6

Tor the assistance of Captainl |
Homicide Squad, Philadelphia, there is get forth below the p7c
information furniched to Mr. J. R. Reichert, Chief of 20
St. Z‘?etegsburg, Florida, in the case of Mra. lMary Hardy Reeser,
deceascd. o

R o

In way of cuplanation, the St. Petersburg Police received %
their report of a fire in which the deccased wag burned {o death, the 3\‘
cauge of the fire being unknown. ‘The body of the deceasced was rather
complctely ercmatcd with the ezecption of the left foot which was ;
y burncd in two, about four inches above the ankle. The leit shoe worn
by the deccasced wag still Iatact. The chair in which she wags oitting
was complctely burned away, leaving just the cprings. A cmall end
table was comptzisiy burned with the exception of two legs., The : ;}5
floor carpet was nuweaned in an area of approxzimately three feet in
diamcter, The apartment where che resided showed signs of extreme .
heat on the cciling, .and wallo approximately four fect from the floor.
14 Plastic light switches had mclted but £floor plugs were unharmed.
2. Reeser was deaceribed ag 5 7 weighing 170 pounds, When last
E scen on the evening prior to the discovery of her body, che was wearing
o rayon acctate nightzown with o stocking weave., Her black rayon housce-
coat could not be found. Varfous items were submitted for Laboratory
exzzmination with the reguest for information or theory which could
explain how a human body could ke 5o destroyed and the £ire confined
to such a small area with so little damage to the structure of the
building and the furniture of the room. N

""An examination of (the) spocimens. . . showed the presence
of no oxidizing chemicals, pctroleum hydrocarbons or other
volatile fluids commonly used as acecelerants, or any chomical

l% substancus used to initiate or accelerate combaution. The greasy
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Letter to Philadelphia

Unsub; Mra. Anma Martin - Vietim
Murder - Police Cooperation
Philadelphia PD ’

substance which saturated several of these specimens...was
found to be human fat. The absence of any traces of volatile
inflammable fluids does not preclude, of course, the
possibility that such fluids were used in destroying the -
body of the deceased. Because of their very nature,
gasoline, €ther; and similar inflammable fluids are
consumed ordinarily in the early stages of a fire. Where
there has been almost complete combustion, as in this
case, it would be most unlikely to find such fluids even

- though they had been present at the beginning of the fire.

- "&s regards the destmction of the deceased's body

- which occurred in this case it is entirely possible that the
body was consumed to the extent shown in the photographs
.and as indicated by the bone:fragments and other debris
without the aid of any such material as gasoline. It is not
generally realized the extent to which the human body can
burn once it becomes ignited. While such cases are not
common, there are on record numerous instances of bodies
burning with almost complete destruction. It was formerly

.'believed that such cases arose from spontanecus combustion -
or the burning was sometimes attributed to preternatural
causes. There is, however, absolutely no evidence from
any ef the cases on record to show that burning of this

. nature occurs other than when the body is ignited by some
- external means. The ghusual aspects of such cases of
. burning have beea heightened by the fact that in many

instances little damage irom buraing occurred in the recom
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Unsub; Mrs. Anna Martin - Vietim
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or area directly surrounding the victim. Ag ia this case,
. the remains of the victim were found reclining in the
wreckage of a chair, sofa, bed or in one instance sittiag
on a stairway. In the last-named case the victim was a
worsan who had been clad in rather voluminous garments.
Not & vestige of clothing was found remaining in that case
aithcagh no extensive damage wae done to the stairs.

< “ASB indicated above, these cases are exglained by the
fact that the body becomes ignited from some outside cause
such as burning clothing, a burning mattress, chair or
other means. QOnce the body starts to burn there is cnough
fat and other iaflammable substances to permit- varying
amounts of destruction to take place. Sometimes thig
destruction by burning will proceed to a degree whzch
restﬂw in almast complete comhnstion of the bm‘iy

: ”In this case, the absence of any scerchmg or damage
to furniture in the room can only be explained by the fact
that heat liberated by the burning body bad a tendéncy to rise

“and formed a layer of hot air which never came in contact
- with the furnishings on a lower levéd: This situation would
have ocecurred ;)articularly d the fire had smouldered rather

- than burned ireely. " - ; o

The ‘informaﬂonset forth above m 6bta1neel~b§ us from
several texts in the field of Forensic Medicine. It has come to our
attention that cne of Cleveland made a coinpilation of

b6
b7C
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cases of this type in the “Jdournnl of Criminal Zaw, Criminclesy
and TFolice Seience. ¥ Posgibly, roference to thiz journal or
communication with the publichers may locate this compilaticn.
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Miss G

Washington, D. C. o o

>

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director (o iG
Federal Bureau of Investigation - //ygééﬁﬁf {
Dear Mr. Hoover: 9L

I am a free lance magazine writer presently preparing an
article for True Magazine dealing w1th an 1nvest1gatlon
of a St. Petersburg, Florida, woman's death in which the
FBI and its laboratory played a part. I am hoping you
will be able to provide for me some information dealing
with this case.

- F= Y/

The case in questi death with the death on July 2, 1951,

of Mrs, Mary Hardy Reeser, 67, a widow, of 1200 Cherry Street

Nortﬁeasf, ST. Petersburg, Florida. On that night (July 1-2)

.Mrs. Reeser was consumed in her apartment by a fire of un-
"known origin that reduced her body from 175 pounds to less

. than 10 pounds, yet did substantlally little damage to the
apartment itself. .

Z

Police Chief J. R. Reithert requested (and received) the
assistance of the FBI, its agents, pathologists and FBI Lab.
Scrapings from the carpet, metal from Mrs. Reeser's chair, <
ashes and the mortal remains of lMrs. Reeser were 1nd1v1duallyg
boxed and taken to the FBI Lab for microanalysis. Many as-
pects of the case were so strange that even the FBI ventured
that the case was "unusual and improbable.”

5
:
&2
&

After weeks of investigation, the FBI issued a report which
declared that there was no evidence that any kind of in-
flammable fluids, volatile liquids, chemicals or other
accelerants had been used to set the widow's body ablaze

and there was no evidence of homicide inﬂthe.4f5u2u~,a »

My research thus far indicates that MrSeyagééérzmay have
fallen victim to a very rare and curious malady -- a natural
phenomenon, actually -- known among medical.men as.Spon-
taneous Human Combustion (SHC) oxr Preternatural Combustiblllﬁb
(PC). I have unearthed over 50 similar cases in the courgé\v
of this research, but not any other so thoroughly and
petently 1nvest1gated as this. am gy b e - 11252 &7 i?l:;
o'f"RW'OR ED
What I would appreciate learning from you m ordelqeﬁ@b@gqp]g%

AN

¢

R ot

R

this article wholly accurate throughout, 3’
0rnl. 1?

" Muzlmcr 1ist




. .. JdeE Hoov. ‘ -2 - ' 5-15-63

1. The identity of the FBI agents who investigated
this case at the scene in St. Petersburg; in
particular, the pathologists of the FBI who
were on hand there.

2. The identity of the FBI pathologists who per-
formed the extensive and thorough investigation
and analysis of the specimens submitted to the
FBI Laboratory. ‘

3. A transcript, if possible, of the findings of
this team, as reported to the FBI Headquarters.

4, The identity of the individual in charge of this.
investigation.

'5, Finally, a brief description of any other case
of similar nature in which the FBI, its agents,
pathologists and Laboratory may have played a
paxrt.

Very little of a concrete nature is known regarding
this phenomenon and its manifestation. Any light you may
be able to shed uwpon it, therefore, would be deeply appre-
ciated and would, of course, be of tremendous assistance
in maintaining thorough accurary throughout the article.

Should you wish to check upon my background in this
matter, the following sources or persons may be able to
supply you with what you need.’

The Society ofAMagazine Writers, Overseas Press Club, 54 W.
40th Street, of which I am a member.

b6
ny, agent.b7c

with whom I have been working on this piece.

It may further be of inte t I s for four
years, police reporter of the newspaper
and was often in contact with the Dayton FBI office and fre-
quently met with the assistance and cooperation of MMr. Ed
Mason, FBI agent in charge of the Cincinnati office.

Since I am working under pressure of a deadline, I.
would appreciate your prompt attention and reply.
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Dear ’ = ?‘2,
Your letter dated May 5th has been received.
%? In response to your inquiry regarding the case of
| Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser, the FBI Laboratory examined certain
2 evidence in this case received from the Chief of Police at

St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him in his investigation of this
matter. Examinations made by our Laboratory for law enforce-
ment agencies are treated, however, on a confidential basis and

I am not at liberty to make public the results of these examinations.

Sincerely yours,

J. Edear Hoover

' ‘ John Edgar Hoover '
MNLlEDlZ:S Director W ¢
MAY ’ s:i /

f,x.,nd-‘-* - o - @ C /

| ~ R VY ae—

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. See D. C. Morrell
to Mr. DeLoach memorandum dated 5-8-64 captioned "™ The Bafﬂmg Burning
Death' by AllanW Eckert, True Magazine, May, 1964."
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May 5, 1964

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

According to an article from True Magazine, entitled
"the Baffling, Burning Death, ' you have files on a deceased woman,
Mrs. Mary HardyBeeser. . (Reeser) I only know that she lived in a
Tour-apartment building at 1200 Cherry Street, St. Petersburg, Florida
and that she was 67-year-old widow at the time of her death.on July 2, 1951,

If it is possible, I would like all the information that is
available on her death and on the investigation which followed it. If you
have any information which you can send me, it must be done so before
May 29, 1964.

Thank you very much for your time and service.
—
Sincerely, 7“%‘:‘ g/'zg’?g _— //
15 MAY 12 19
QFG‘}QD‘ 7 o
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July 19, 1963

75~ J119%
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Dear

I have received your letter of July 15th requesting
information concerning the Mary Hardy Reeser case which occurred
in 1951, w =, ‘

b > e
“"‘t’.‘} “ "'\V

Investigation of this matter as such was not handled by
this Bureau, but was conducted by the Saint Petersburg, Florida, Police ;
Department. The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence recexved “
from Mr. Jacob R. Reichert, then Chief of Police, -and the results were
urnished to him., Examinations made by the Laboratory for law enforce~ —~
nent agencies are treated on a confidential basis, and I am not at liberty
p make these public. It is suggested you may wish to communicate -
irectly with Mr. Harold C. Smith, current Chief of the Saint Petersburg
Police Department, for what ass1stance he may be able to give you.; - .-

-,
=
—
=
-
=

‘t

MAILED 6
JUL 191963
R?W”'EB'H bt

3

o 2y Spm st on e mars ool

g

You may also wish to correspond with the editors of the v
""Journal of Criminal Law, Criminology and Police Science, ' published
by the Northwestern University School of Law, Chicago, Illinois. I
understand an article by Lester Adelson on cases of the type you are
interested in appeared in this publication a number of years ago. You

may be able to use this sc’?rce £?r help in the preparation of your article.
/‘/\J Sincerely yours,

- \ £ ?’{ 14 v"
Tolson i~ Cmcmnat1 - Enclosure %‘V/U‘ Edgar. Hoover e/ 34
e LT NOTE: Correspondent is on the'mailing list to, receivé’the Uniform Crime
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Reports. Bufiles indicate a very limited prior correspondence with h1m, while
‘twhigh,was in response

o similar requésts for help in preparation of articles. ~The3Laboratory received

g:i’:mf‘evmencé&.‘d %parucuﬁr’ caze on 7-10-51, relative to the unusual death of

salliven ——¥Mrs. Mar Reeser. Shé'hid been almost complet8ly crema ed in

2‘"},’ N men pe-to her rleegdencg cwzllés‘.rgoitzsc%rxlm%gdg d%%g X g&b kn%l tecﬁxadﬁgmn
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Dear | |

Your letter dated May 5th, requesting information
concerning the case of Mrs. Mary Hard@eeser or similar types

of cases, has been received.

MeHdoe 4 4y

The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence in
connection with Mrs. Reeser's death received from the Chief of
Police in St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him in his investigation
of this matter. Examinations made by our Laboratory for law
enforcement agencies are treated, however, on a confidential
basis, and I am not at liberty to make public the results of such

examinations.

Enclosed are booklets about the FBI which I hope
you and your classmates enjoy reading. M

ok

T RAILES Sincerely yours, .

s L L 1964 J. Edgar Hoover

comm.FBr | John Edgar Hoover pt‘ﬂ’
Director f

Enclosurg§{5) Tty 5 2
The Story of the FHI" W
Coopexg}}on The Backbone of Effective Law, Enforcement
Fingerprint Idéntiflcgtblgp

The FBI Laboratory -

Facts about a Career in the FBI . fE, P

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buflles See D. C. Morrell

to Mr. DeLoach memorandum dated 5-8-64 captioned "' The Baffling Burning

Death' by Allan W. Eckert True Magazine, May, 1964."
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9-0-04

Dear Sirs:

Our Science class at Southwest DeKalb High just read
an interesting article in True Magazine. It was on spontaneous human
combustion and bodies that were burned to ashes within seconds with
no damage to clothing and etc. It mentions that the FBI is working on
it. Our science teacher asked me to write and find out what I could.
So could you please send me any free information on this subject and
the developement of it. Cases, etc.

I would appreciate it very much.

Thank you,

12 MAY 18 1864
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June 1, 1964

o 6}5’« L)/ TR - 1%
e = 1%

Do \/ /715,’ M ARY //4/,?05[@?4:555@

Your letter of May 23rd requesting information
concerning the case of Mrs. Mary BH"Reeser has been received.

The TBI Laboratory examined certain evidence in ‘
connection with Mrs. Reeser's death. This evidence was received
from the Chief of Police in St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him
in his investigation of the burning death of Mrs. Reeser. Exami-
nations made by our Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are
treated on a confidential basis, and I am not at liberty to make
the results public.

Sincerely yours,

"‘.—»_E;&“ .
r-'? HFJ,‘Q ‘\l‘-‘::
U( "hy , -

’ lwglfi/

L;},Ji

= 2 John Edgar Hoover
2 Director
@ 1 - Ottawa - Enclosure %\ \/ W WW
1 - Foreign Liaison Unit - Enclosure

%/ NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. In his incoming,

stated that after undergoing sevepg% days of mental tests, he was
advise by a doctor that his "mental capaci it  iiust exceed those of the late

T°‘:g;l Albert Einstein." In view of the fact that correébénde f‘fnay suffer certain

Hishe: %ﬁ aberrations this letter is being sent on?t’ﬂhﬁ letterhead. Background

Callohan information concerning Mrs. Reeser's dea in D.C. Morrell to
" Do =2~V Mr. DeLoach memorandum dated 5/8/64, captmned la'ee Baffling Burning

Death by Allan W. Eckert, True Mag&itsyy Ay, 1964."
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May 23, 1964

J. Edgar Hoover - addressed.
Dear Sir:

It has been reported that the F. B.I. investigated the baffling
burning death of Mrs. Mary H. Reeser on or about July 2nd, 1951,
at 1200 Cherry St., Northeast, St. Petersburg, Florida.

While it would seem absurd to suggest that I might be able
to contribute anything to a solution of this very mystifying kind of
occurrence, it is a fact that, about 7 1/2 yrs ago I was told by a
doctor, after I had undergone several days of mental tests, that my
mental capacities must exceed those of the late Akért Einstein.

That doctor's words could only have been a guess, as I was under
sedation with '"Largactil’' at the time of the tests, which is a sort of
"emergency brake' drug: that slows down all the functions of body,
mind, memory - everything. The actual I.Q. score, under that
slowed® down condition, was reported to me as 156. Could it do any
harm to supply me with full details on the above case? And on any
similar cases known to you? .

Yours,

A\

L lef
= -2 al\\k‘(’
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Mr. Tavel....._.. ‘
September 28, 1964

Mr. Trotter—_..._.
Tele. Room..___
Mis$ Holmes.._._. . / - - 4
Miss Gandy._-_ |. QS / / / ? Q /
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Dear| ]

Yourdleiter of September 23rd, régarding the case

E of Mrs. Mary Hard ser and other similar cases, has been
! ’ received.

In response to your inquiry, the FBI Laboratory
examined certain evidence in the case of Mrs, Reeser received
J from the Chief of Police at St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist

him in his investigation of this matter. Examinations made by

our Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are treated, how-
| ever, on a confidential basis and I am not at liberty to make pub}ic

the results of such examinations. I hope you understand my position.
Enclosed are booklets about the FBI which I hope you
enjoy reading.
Sincerely yours,

THAILED ©

SEP 20 1sod
\&W COMM-FBL
Enclosures (3)

The Story of the &“ﬁﬁg ¥ 05 BH o

J. Edgar Hoov

Tolson

EE::Z:' — Fingerprint Identlhcatmn
20— The FBI Laboratpry = : ﬁJ\

DeLach ——— ) ECEIAED. “!f!Ec.w

St — DCL:pem}, i (See NOTE next page)
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. There have
been numerous citizens' inquiries regarding the magazine article,
"The Baffling Burning Death'' which appeared in the May, 1964,
"True Magazine.'" Allan W. Eckert states in this article that he
talked to the FBI, knowing that we made Laboratory examination
of the remains of Mrs. Reeser. He was advised of the confidential
nature of our files and when Eckert asked for a copy of our report
and the names of the persons who made our examinations, these
requests were refused. He made a second inquiry for the names
of our personnel involved in this case both in the field and in the
Laboratory and was refused a second time. The cases described
in this article involved deaths wherein humans suddenly burst into
flames so intense their bodies are reduced to ashes within a few
minutes, in most cases with little or no scorching of clothing or
surroundings. Eckert refers to such deaths as being “spontaneous
human combustion. "

Replies to similar inquiries as correspondent ‘makes
have been answeredffréove, and this acknowledgement is deemed
appropriate for that reason in spite of correspondent's inquiry regardmg
Eckert. (94-3-4-166-230)

b6
b7C




TRUE COPY

Sept. 10, 1964
Washington, La.

Dear Sir:

The tentk grade class of Port Barre High School
read an article in a T'rue magazine. (Edition of May 1964) This (1/
article was written by Allan W. Eckert. The name of the article
was "The Baffling Burning Death.'" Mr Eckert said he talked to
the F.B.I. about the mystery and others concerned. Our class
would like to have more information on it. Since he talked to you,
we thought you might know more about it.

Please send any information possible.

Sincerely Yours,

‘ bé
i :} b7C
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Envelope postmarked September 23rd.
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Your letter dated November '10th, requesting information
concerning the case of Mrs., Mary Hardy Reeser or similar types of
cases, has been received.

The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence in
connection with Mrs. Reeser's death received from the Chief of
Police in St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him in his investigation
of this matter. Examinations made by our Laboratory for law
enforcement agencies are treated, however, on a confidential basis,
and I am not at liberty to make public the results of such examinations.

T Sipcerely Qurs,7
NOV 1 81964 ' Ed@ oove 3p9—
__COMNEBY /g 7 fovsec

NOTE: Correspondent 's4ot identifiable in Bufiles. An article
entitled "The Baffling I;&Qirig Death’ by Allan W, Eckert appeared
in the May, 1964, is‘g{e of I'True' magazine describing a case
involving Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser in which her body seemed to
disappeaT by spontaneous human combustion. The Bureau made
Laboratory examination of evidence. The magazine story
described other similar casesf:s and above reply has previously
been given to related inquiries. «/z.
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November 10, 1964

Federal Bureau of Investsgation ‘
Washington D.C. ;

Lear Sir:

We have seen in the Mey 1964 issue of True that the
Federal Bureau of Investagation has looked into many cases
of the Burning Death. Is this statement true? Would you
please forward all information possible on thg cases of the

Burning Teath? Thank you for your time.

Yours truly,

/{jl[ﬁ/ ~/ ‘ F&QA
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March 12, 1965
FS - ’7///7;&.,-./(9 S

A “ 1

Dear

¢

Your letter of March 7th, requesting information - -
concerning the case of Mrs., Mary Hardy Reeser or similar . = .

. types of cases, hds been received,

A

’ The FBI Laboratory examined certain evidence '’
in connectlon with Mrs, Roeser's death roceived from the ;
Chief of Police in 8t. Petersburg, Florida, to assist him in
his investigation’ “of this matter. Examinations made by our
Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are treated, how~
ever,- on & confidential basis, and I am not at liberty to make
public ;tho results of such examinations.

A

¥ ‘ . Sincerely yours,

led
v ’ A3
} ~
“ {
N ~

F
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ke HAEE 6 1] o

Mr. "Tolsom..__
Mr. Belmont...._
Mr. Mohy . e,
My, DrLoaen ..

Mr. Carper e,
AMr. Culis Ban ..o
Mr. Convad. ..o
Mr. Py
Mo G e me—
Mr. Rev' Mo,

) ST 'can..-....
v, Tac o e,
e Tiotser
Tele. Roouteeeeee
Miss Irrasnes oo
Mies Candyeemeeo

NOTE: An article entitled "The Baffling Burning Death" by :

Allan W, Eckert appeared in the May, 1964 issue of "True'-
— ! magazine describing a case involving ary Hardy Reeser in
i which her body seemed to disappear by spontaneous uman -

combustion., The Bureau made Laboratory examination of evidence.
The magazine story described other similar cases, and above reply
has previously been glven to related inquiries.
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TRUE COPY
March 7, 1965
Dear Sir:

) I'm a student at De Mille Jr. High School, Long Beach
Calif.

A subject came up in our class and I was wondering if
you help us. This is in connection with our study of Chemestry.

We have heard of a certain condition where in the past
a human body has been consumed by some very high tempeture, and the
surrounding area was not damaged. This particular case a woman
sitting in a chair watching T.V. and all of a sudden she had burned up

If you could send me a report of this case or any other
like this I would be very grateful

Thank you

REC- 99
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6% -0 November 16, 1965

MAILED 10
NOV 171965
COMM-FBI
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5@%§lpgqtaneous‘human combustion. The magazine article mentioned that the
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Belmont meemae
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EeLZ%aS no doubt, read this magazine article,and replies along soniewhat =~ "~
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Dear I
R

§
’ )
Your letter dated November 8th has been reJEeiv%d.

Although I would like to be of service, we have no
material to send you regarding spontaneous human combustion.
For your information, the FBI Laboratory examined certain
evidence in connection with the death of Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser,
which has been said to have been caused by spontaneous human
combustion, to assist the Chief of Police in St. Petersburg,
Florida, in his investigation of this matter. Examinations made by
our Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are treated on a
confidential basis, however, and I am not at liberty to make public
the results of such examinations.

Sincerely yours

J Egar Hoover / w},
T

John Edgar Hoover p%%

Director

40

Né’?’[}'E: n article entitled "The Baffling Burning Death" by Allan W. Eckert
gppeax:’edhh‘tpe May , 1964, jssue of "True" magazine describing a case
involving Mrs.AMar eeser in which her body seemed to disappear

FBI’éxdamined evidence in Mrs. Réééér's_’?ca”séq,’} Correspondent's teacherg
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5o

Similar lines to above have previously.béen given ihelateddngiiri
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TRUE COPY

Nov. 8, 1965

Dear Sir:

I am very interested in spontaneous human
combustion or SHC. We talked about it in my 8th grade Science
class. I asked my Science teacher where I could obtain further
information about SHC. He said probably the ¥BI. . So could you
please send me all of the information on SHC cases that you have.
Thanks a million.

Sincerely,
b6
b7c
My address is 5
Zipb per postmark:
6y 03y
 ZE= Y252~ 7
o
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles.
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November 3, 1965

I I

{

A004

,@l ?%—J ‘_‘Ju

Dear

Your letter dated October 30th, requesting
information concerning the caseé of Mrs. Mary Hardy
Reeser or similar types of cases, has been received.

The FBI Laboratory examined certain
evidence in connection with Mrs. Reeser's death
received from the Chief of Police in St. Petersburg,
Florida, to assist him in his investigation of this matter.
Examinations made by our Laboratory for law enforce-
meat agencies are treated, however, on a confidential
basis, and I am not at liberty to make public the results
of such examinations.

TILED
2
—

e

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director
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. To Whom It May Concern:

lﬁlzgfépicle mentioned that on July 2, 1951, Mrs. Mary

oo™ 3 -~
P
.
' e .

October 30, 1965

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Depattment of Justice

9th St. and Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C.

~d/6 ¢~ %%

Recently, I read an article in a past issue of TRUE
Magazine (May, 1964) entitled "The Baffling Burning Death."”

SEX

Har eeser died in St. Petersburg, Florida, "from fire,

—

/V!/}r)(,é '

bo)t-3-t0 5
Dc’é.'d'a—{-// —

el ) { f”‘"“

WTIR PO idea of what caused it."

.

I have become very interested with this and would be
very grateful for any information and facts that you could
give me about this case, if it is at all possible.

I ama sophﬁore‘at Penn State University and I am
working on a personal researthproject dealing with
occurrences similar to that which happened to Mrs. Reeser,

ORIGINAL FILED IN

May 1 say again that I would be thankful for any
information that you could give me about this incident
and any further developments. I can be reached at my
mailing address:

Sincerely yours,

| Z5- Y7

NOT RW(ORDED
176 NOV 5 1965

NOV 4 1965

e
3
. N\ n SAKT\ \) (%




§ _ . June 8, 1965

| 95—-4//79;-' ' 2l
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. B
i : Dear E% c%- “
i Your letter of June 2nd, regarding the case of —~ : = g
’ Mrs. Mary Hardy Reeser and other similar cases, has been LN | |
Sr received. - 2 g N
i B o
| ‘ In response to your inquiry, the FBI Laboratory 3 =% {
I examined certain evidence in the case of Mrs. Reeser received 2 &3 ™!

from the Chief of Police at St. Petersburg, Florida, to assist
him in his investigation of this matter. Examinations made by
our Laboratory for law enforcement agencies are treated, however,
on a confidential basis and I am not at liberty to make public the
results of such examinations. I hope you understand my position.

. ke SeSim s =

| ‘ Enclosed are booklets about the FBI which I hope
| you enjoy reading, :

Sincerely yours,

: MAILED 27,

JUN -8 1958

¥, Edgar 7 Hoovey / \})
COMM-FBI )
5 “H

: Enclosures (3) ~ /
K The Story of the FBI - @ pﬂ"
Fingerprint Identification
. The FBI Laboratory : .
Toteon - NOTE: Correspondent:isnot identifiable in Bufiles. D.C. Morrell to
oht — Mr. DeLoach Memo dated 5-8-64 captioned " 'The Baffling Burning Death, ' by -

gmnz Allan W. Eckert, ,'Trué Magazine,' May, 1964, " points out that the Laboratory!
Conradﬁ made examination of certain evidence in Mrs. Reeser's case, a death in !

ORGIVAL FUED I 74/ —

Tolson

o ) Jibich 8360y of the victim seemed to have been destroyed by fire withina 1
& arte~ matter of a short time. Above reply has been given to prior related inguiries. i
o _WAM:mel (3) angf o ‘ p \
Tele. Room — ‘ . ) . [ \
Py 7 waw room ] TeLETYPE UNIT ] (ﬂ/{/v\ 5 M g/ ;
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June 2, 1965

FPederal Bureau of Investigation
Constitution Avenue
Washington, D.C.

Dear sir: //
I would like verificationl/of the validity of an article

in the May 1Y64 issue of True, the man's magazine. This is
the article; "The Baffling Burning Death." It was stated

that the F.B.I., did extensive worghon Qgg_gfﬁthese cases, this
eeser, —

being the case of Mrs. Mary Hardy

This material is needed for a Biology research paper.
i would appreciate these verifying facts and any additional.
material which may be obtained on this subject.

Very truly yours, gg;tellleki

P.S. My address is:

xc/?/ b ~8-65 '
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1-0ffice, 7133
1-lir. Gormley

January 26, 1971
Alrpail

T vl
My

95-41192 — /

yd

bé
b7cC

Dear

f

Dofevence is made to your letior dated Jonuary i3, 1571,
reguesting information concerning tho death of Ma::fy Reeer,

iIn response to your inguiry regarding this ecass,
e wish to advise that the FBI Ianboratory oztnined certain
evidance in conndction with the deathh of [ary Dseser. 7That
avidence was iscoived from the Chiof of Police, St. Petersburg,
géoiééa. who requscted our assistance in his investigation of the
atThe

¥e are sure you will understand that examinations
made by the IBI lLaboratory are treated on & coafidential basils,
and that we are not at liberty to make public the resulis of
such @xaninations., I you have not alryeady done 5o, it i
sugsested that you moy wish to communicate with the Chief of
Police, £t. Petorshurz, Flopida, for the information which
you requested.

The enclosure to your letier has been retained by

UB,
I trust that th2 cbove infornaticn will ko SN
bolpfyX "OHAEGT - | rl QYN
{‘ t ') »‘,) it J"‘
1JANZ 61971 Sincerely yours, AR R
?.\.. COMM-FBI <" J. Edgar Hoover W -
Johkn BEdzar Hoover’ /7//\
)3( Director ‘ ,. A
1 - penver (with copy of incoming letier and its enclosure)

NOTE: Correspondent not identified in Bureau indices.
The death of Mary Reeser apparently by fire in her apartment,

cterized in an exaggerated account(True Magazine,Ma
EL i el oS e thasshe ey
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13 January 1971

e

' Federal Bureau of Investigation 55?( g;?f
A 9th St. and Pennsylvania Avenue «

Washington, D. C.
Gentlemen:

We are engaged in research on the rather mysterious phenomenon of
ball 1ightning. Recently I received the enclosed letter concerning an
unusual cremation case that occurred in Dublin, Eire.

I have read in a pulp paper magazine that a similar case occurred
in the summer (June or Jg]yg of 1951 in St. Petersburg, Florida. An ,
elderly woman named Mary Reeser was cremated under similar circumstances. {
It was also mentioned that your Bureau investigated this case. If your
report is still available, we would greatly appreciate receiving a copy.

Sincerely yours,

/rf - ‘
Encl. y ‘

A Laboratory of the National Ceﬁter for Atmospheric Research

Operated by the University Corporation for Atmospheric Research j /LH / q

Under Contract with the National Science Foundation

4 : 4
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10th January 1971.

Gentlenen,

I have just seen your paper in Nature (228, 545, 1970)
entitled "Is Ball Lightning a Nuclear Phenomenon?" I am an Irish
Biochemist on leave of absence from| | and
at present in | | I have been interested in
Ball Lightning for some years since reading of it in the Iiterature
and wish to relate an incident that occurred in Dublin, Ireland,
last year, that might be of interest to you.

The following account is based on a Coroner's report of
an inquest held into the death of a woman in her apartment in
Dublin under mysterious circumstances.

A neighbour had left the woman who was somewhat elderly and 1
infirm the afternoon preceding her death. On the following day the
neighbour called back to the apartment and on rece1v1ng no reply
assumed that something was amiss, and called the police.

On entering the apartment the police found no tr%ce of the
woman except for a charred pair of ankles remaining in ja pair of
shoes. The one striking feature of the scene of the accident was
the restriction of the sifigs of intense heat to the plﬁce where
the woman had been sitting. There was no charring of the carpet,
curtains or paintwork on the walls of the room. The television set
was some six feet away from the woman and its plastic screen was
undamaged.

That the woman was exposed to some intense localised energy I
source was apparent by the fact that her body lipids had been
vapourised and were spattered around the walls of the room. The
Coroner returned a verdict that death was accidental and of unknown
causes. The police technical experts and pathologlsts could not
advance any cause of death. Lightning was ruigﬁ'out as there was

os= Y/ GX™ /
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?' . continued..... -2 - 10th January 1971.

~

~

no thunder and lightning reported for the area by the Meteorological
Office, and by the fact'that the neighbours had not seen or heard
any unusual noise in the locality on that day. '

e S

' I, wrote to the Coroner putting forward my theory that death h
was probably due to ball lightning, but he did not acknowledge my
letter, assuming no doubt that I was some crank. I would be grateful
to hear your comments on the incident.
I

AR, 1. ARE

——

Yours sincerely,

bé
b7C
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o 104 Qetober 9, 1873

"R — 4] 7= 9

b6
b7C

Dear | |

Your letter of Septenber 21, 1973, addressed to
Attorney General Richardscn, has bheen refarred to nme.

7 “/- The FBI 4id not conduct any investigation concern—
- U ing the death of lirs, llary illaxdy Hessex; howaver, in line

with long standing FBI policy of providing cooperative sexvices
to othor law cnforceuent pgoncies, the FEI Laboratory examined
certain evidence received from the Chiof of Police in
&&. Pctexsburg, Tlorida, to aassist hirm in his investigation
of this matter. The ovidence and results of the I'BI exanina-
tien wern rebturncd o the svbnitting agency.

Inagmuck as this ratter was investigated by the
£t. Petorsburg Police Departiment, and since thoy would be in
posseszion of the original deocurents pertaining o the
Raeser investigation, it is suggested that yvou contact that

.

r

g agenay for any assistance it right be able to provide. \
s 'f — Sincerely vours, .
K ' 7 MAILED 9 [ *S
j 0CTg 1973 C. M. Kelley §§
j - FBY Clarcenee 1, ¥elley
pirector N
| N

AN

X

1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure ‘(L(Z@E éff’,..,
2 - Tampa - Enclosures (2)

Attention SACT__Enleseﬂ herewith are copies of a request
received from pertaining to death by fire of
Mary Hardy Reeser in 1951. Bufile 95-41192 reveals that
her death received wide publicity in St. Petersburg,
Florida, in the early 1950s, due to the unusual nature
thereof. Hexr file contains a copy of the results of FBI
Lab examination and miscellaneous correspondence request-
ing information regarding her death, Tampa is requested
o advise the Chief of Police, St. Petersburg, Florida, of
rrespondent’s request and our reply. In addition, inform
that the FBI has no objections to the release of results
i ﬁgyn if this is consistent with the policy of

.73 ,
}JCOPY DESIGNATIONS CONTINUED AND NOTE PAGE TWO

‘TELETYPE UNIT — W ﬁ?‘é‘:\



1 -] | (Attention: | ] - Enclosures (3)

1 - Bufile 62-115530 (FOI REPLIES)

KOTE: Bufiles contain neither information identifiable with
correspondent nor any indication that the FBI directed the
correspondent to write to the AG. Reply coordinated with
Division 7. In addition, Mr. lMalcolm D. Hawk, Special
Assistant to the orney General, agreed that referral to the
S5t. Petersburg PD would be an appropriate response to
correspondent’'s request. ’

bé
b7C
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' Come b6 ,

~ UNITED STATES GOVEREENT D%RTMENT OF JUSTICE
TO : Clarence M. Kelley pate: SEP 2 6 ygpg
Director,

Federal Bureau of Investigation

FRom : Malcolm D. Hawk - | —‘$¥
: Special Assistant to thev@\
Deputy Attorney General

susject: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST -

Enclosed herewith is a request for access to the FBI
ecords regarding the unusual death of Mrs. Mary Hardy
e f St. Petersburg, Florida in JuTy, T1951.

Pursuant to 28 CFR-S 16.5 which took effect on March
1, 1973, the head of the responsible division shall, within

10 working days, either comply-with or deny a request for
records unless additional time is required. ’

In cases where additional time is required the re-
quester should be notified of the reasons for the time ex-
tension, which should not exceed 10 additional working days.
An extension of time in excess of 10 additional working days

\éi

N

requires the approval of the Deputy Attorney General. N
3

N
\R:E

N)

Copies of all acknowledgements and responses to the re-
quester should be forwarded to the office of the Deputy

Attorney General. : J?
8

S8 ocr 11 1973
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21 September 1973

[ a]
o ~a
Mr. Eliot Richardson, I = ¢
The Attorney General, = P
10th & Constitution, SEa — =
Washington, DC 20530 E2t ap A
. "“'?m W <
Dear Sir: 2 = <
. |

I have been directed by the Federal Bureau of o
Investigation to write to you for permission to look into
-~1their records regarding the unusual death of Mrs. Mary
Hardy Reeser of St. Petersburg, Florida in the early part
of July, 1951. As the F,B.I. records are maintained as
confidential records, I will give you the particulars in
my request for your permission.

Some of my personal interests revolve about the
unusual and bizarre phenomena encountered in science. Such
topics as UFOs, teleportation, monsters, etc. are but a few
that interest me. I have been actively involved with the
Soc1ety for the Investigation of the Unexplained (S.I.T.U. )
in Columbia, N.J. (a non-profit, tax exempt organization)
and the International Fortean Organization (INFO) of
Arlington, Va. which publish journals upon reports of such
phenomena and their investigation. The death of Mrs. Reeser
fits into such phenomena as it does not seem to be able
to be explained in terms of modern science.

Much of the literature upon these phenomena are
of a highly speculative, and frequently fictitious, nature.-
Various accounts of the same incident frequently differ in
details and documentation is rare. Thus, when I care to
look into such a case, I prefer to utilize the most
thoroughly documented material available., The case of -~ — = =~ =P
Mrs, Reeser is the only one which seems to have been
investigated by professional, forensic scientists.

Recently, I conducted an investigation into the
disappearence of six aircraft off Florida on December 5, 1945.
I had read dozens of stories, alledgedly documented, of this
incident; but all of them differed in relating the radio
conversations held with the various aircraft before their
disappearence. I went through. the records of the 1nvest1gatlon
conducted by the U.S. Navy and reconstructed those conversations
for the first time from the testimony given at the
investigation and radio logs made by five stations.~None of
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S e
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the earlier versions gave an accurate account of the radio
conversations, and my later investigation discounts much
of the speculative mystery of the incident and uncovered
the true mystery that has yet to be answered. The results
of my investigation may be published in a future issue of
"Pursuit", the journal ‘of S.I.T.U.

Mrs. Reeser is one of about fifty cases I have
taken note of in what is termed "spontaneous human combustion”.
People seemingly burst into flame and are sometimes consumed
until turned to a small mass of charred bone and ash, The
nature of this combustion is most puzzling not only in its
origin but in that objects nearby seem unaffected by what
would have to be extreme temperatures involved. The details
of this case also vary in the literature upon the subject;
thus, the findings of the F.B.I. investigation into the
matter, as called for by Police Chief J.,R. Reichert of
St. Petersburg, would be of enormous value.

There are three problems in this case that are
of considerable importance: the greasy soot that filled the
room when first entered, the alledged shrinkage of the
skull, and the condition of the intact foot left unconsumed.
The analysis of these items and their alledged occurence
pose the most important questions of whetlier Mrs. Reeser
was consumed by a normal process of combustion or by some
preter-natural process not yet understood.

If granted permission to inspect the F.B.I. records

on this case, I would try to see which direction the evidence

points towards and the actual details of the incident. I would
like to have my findings published, and would be glad to
oblige you with a copy of such an article before publication
to assure you that no confidentiality is violated in

rgg%ﬁds to the legal standlng of the case or the involvement
(o} e F.B.I.

Your permission and advice on such an investigation
by myself would be most welcome. I shall eagerly await your
response.,

Very truly yours,

SF:sf
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