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¥ Pto the Rocorsbie Eenry L. Stisacn, Sscretary of War,
ot Peolnrton, D. C., wader date of October 13, 1942, Ths Jureen of 1&
sourse received thia comranication %7 referense from ihe Mlitary In- b
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1s view of specific allegatiozs as $o eortain writings
of subees, it 1s deslred that your office make iaquiry ef souroes svall-

sble $0 you for the purpose of determining wheiber ths dook eatitled
S¢veive Millicm Black Veioes® er other pudlisatioms ef subject are ia
fact given tc the axpression of statemenis hoving sigrificance wnder tde
Belition Statutas. If possidle, Fou should secure R SOy of this pud~
Jiortion as well es ether writiags of sudjech ead peviev the same for She
possitie pressnce of sueh material,

If your faquiry dsvelops informetion of an affire-tive mature,
ehauld of course grush an investigetion $o de wndertaken as o wud-

oo
Joci's dackgroumd, fmclinations, and surrsat sctivisies,
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THis CASE ORIGIMATED AT
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Ima CHARACTEN OF CANE
R
RICHARD KATHANIKL VRIGET INTIERAL SECURITY
SEDITION
Al
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Sudb ject borr in Batches, Mississippi, 1909,

aod at age of 15 ran away from orpbhas asylum
and then buxmed his way throughout the couniry.
Sudbject employed by WPA frox 1-3-38 to 5=17-39.
Subject the muthor of "Native Son", a movel
which was later sadapted into a play by same
same, and this play was included in "The Best
Plays of 1940 and 1941%". Information regarding
subject's book, "Twelve Million Black Volces®

set out. ‘mc!j_a:- { 'L""'
N _ REG. REC'D Yo 2
e b= mlf _"O'K'__. Fi i 1
) BY .A. el WA
REFERENCE: = (Bureau Pile Fumber 100-157454) [t' :
Bureasu Letter to Nev York dated December 9, 1942.

M oETatis: A reviev of the indices of the Pudlic Lidrary of Few York City,
located at 5tb Avenue anéd 42nd Btrest, reflected that the sud-

ject's true mame fe RICEAED NATEAKIEL VEIGHT and that he was born ia 1909, The

indices also reflected that the sutject wrote the following books: "Fire and

e s n___@8

Cloud®, Twelve Nillion Black Voices? Wative Son®, and “*Uncie Tom's Childres®.

Mr. X. B. TOLSOE, in the 1935 issus of the "Nodern Quarterly®,
Yolume Xleven, Nuxber Five, in revieving the works of the subject, stated thet
EICHARD WRIGHT was born "on a broken down plantation near Natches, Nisslesippl,
s Btate which leads the Union iz 111iteracy, Christianity and mobecrscy. HEis
family travelled from town to tovn like grudb-worms. His father got tired of
bis poverty-raviged housshold and deserted the family. Paralysis struck ks
mother dovn and he entered an orphan asylum but ran off at fifteen. Ia Nemphis
- be haunted Beale Btreet and later he bumred his way all over the sountry, fight=l
?

RN
<

m..;;.".’ l B0 NOT WRITE e THIRE S & i
| _rorwano | , - v-
Jao* 159 ‘;‘L]}{—'. L
COMER OF THED REPONT \\ . ?7 ..., ) .
’ }‘-’-\-_’- : ‘ . ’ S Lo
S ~ Bureau .OXy » VN E L - e oo
- Capt. R. C, MacTal1, oM1* e .0 1 T ) |1 NFORMATION CONTAINE 1
1 - Col. 5. V. Conptant, G2 oo, 0T Al a1 i  RQQUIFIE,

k4
& = Nev York i1 ’
R T PR -

J S
n
-



.. ‘ * :
B T e NI . =
E%’.;. vl o il

S PR B -
o - A
-". :

= -

N L. ’ . . %

¥Y 10541674 .d"
along the gutted road it dawned upon hir that he needed an education. Asd
then, whether digging &Itches or clerkiu in the post effice, he dsvoured the

aantsnta af Eswsnanars -nﬂ -lnc'!nn- as 11 aa hanka that same hin waw @

W advised the vriter that the subject
had beer empldye t A on a Tederal ¥Writers' Project from January §, 1938,

to May 17, 193¢, when he resigned to accept private smployment. At this time
subject was residing at 80% Baint Ficholas Avenus, Bew York City.

5The Best Plays of 1940 and 1941" by MURNS MAFNTLE included the
sut ject's play, "Bative Son®, which was produced from the sudbject®s novel by
the saxe manme,

Mr. BEOOKS ATEINSCE in the Nev York Times had the fcllowing to eay
sbout the subject's play, YNative Son": “In the drams Mr. CRIEN and Mr. MEIGH?
work in & mors obJjective style, Without the pudjective dackground their defense
of Bigger Thouas's ghastly erime in the court scene sounds like generalised
pleading. It lacks the stinging erlightment of the last tiird of Mr, WRIGHT!,
novel. But tkat completes this column's Bill of exceptions to the biggest
Amwericar drara of the geascn.”

The novel, "Twelve Nillion Black Voices", which was written by the
sub ject, was published by the Viking Prees ip Newv York City in Octoder, 1941,
and this book {s divided into four parts: (1) Our Strange Birth; {2) Ioheritors
of Blavery; (3) Death on the City Pavements: and (4) Men in the Making. Ir the
foreword, Mr. WRIGET gtates®while this novel purports $o render a broad picture
of the processes of negro 1ife in the United States, intentionally it does aot
include in its considerations those areas of megro 1ife which comprise the so-
called "talented tenth! or the lsoclated islands of mulatto leadership which are
etill to be found in many parts of the South or the groving and influsntial segro
m1ddle class professional and business men of the North who have, for the past
tventy yeers or more, formed a sort of lialison corps betveen the whites and the
blacks®,

The reference letter reflected that on Page 143 of the above-mentioned
novel, there was material that appearel to be seditious in nature; and for the
benefit of the Bureau, thte above-sentioned page is being quoted 4in fulls

*Thers are milliors of us and we are movins in all directions. All
. our lives we have been catapulted into arenas where, hed we thought consoiously

-of iovading them, we would have hung back. A sense of constant change has stolen
stletitly-into our liver and has become operative iz our personalities as a lav

of living.
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There are some of us who feel our hurts so fesply that we find 4t
impoasidle to work with whites;: we feel that it 1s futile to hope or dream ia
terms of Azmericac life. Our &istrust is eo great that we foram intensely recial
and nationalistic orgenizations and advocates the estadlishient of a separste
state, a forty~ninth state, in which we bdlack felk would live,

®There are oven today among na groups that forleraly plan a return
to Africa.” ‘

*There are others of us who feel the need of the protection of s
etrong Bation so keenly that we aduire the harsh and imperialistic policles of
Japan and ardently hope that the Japaness will assuze the leadership of the
Tdarker races’,

®As our consclousness changes, a8 we cobs of age, as we shad our
folr swvaddling clothes, so run our lives ip a bundred directions.

Today. all of us dlack folk are not poor. 4 few of us bave BoDEY.
Yo make §t as the white folk make thelirs, but ocur scney-making is restricted to
our own people. Many of us dDlack folk have managed to send our children to
sckool, arl a few 0f our children are nov professional and business men vhose
standards of living approximmte trose of middle-class wvhitea, BScme of us own

smell businegses; others dovote thelir lives to lawv anéd medicine.

*But the majority of us still teil on the plantations, work irn beavy
industry, and lador in tte kitchens of the Lords of the Land and the Bosses of
the Buildinge.

*The genersl dislocation of life during the depression caused many
white workers to learn through ehropie privation that they could mot protect

their standard of living s¢ leng a3 we hlacks wers excluded froa their wnions.

Wad P & & LI Ead - - - —— — Te=eve

Many hundreds of thoumh of thes found that they could mot fight esusccessfully
for increased wages and union rocogniti.on unless wve stood shoulder to shoulder
with thes. As & conssquence, many of us bave recsntly bscome members of stesl,
antonobile, packing and todaceo mnions,*

The follewing quotations are found on Page 146 of the sams dook
and is the last page of the novell

an B PP mmm min | Py
Ta »w

he diffarsoces betvest bla o1k and
ot 7 € - eoler, and the ties that bind uas are deeper than those that
TS " oomason_road of hope which ve all have tre'cl'hd has brought us into a strengsr
T Kloehip-thar sny words, lavs or legsl claisms.”

al Fa whidka Pa
U-v & i & -

*What do we black £olk want! We want what others have, the right
to share in the upward scrch of mrim 1ife, the only 1life we remeaber or bave

PLaoe 8
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ever knovn. The Lord of the Land sayt Ve will sot grent thiel’ Yo sasver) hg
ask you to graat us sothing. Ve are wimning our heritage Sbough ewr soll §ia suffer~
ing is greatl! The Bosses of the Puildings sayi tTour problea is deyond selutieal’
We answer: tOwr pretlem 1a being solved. Ve are sressing She lime you dared us Vo
oross though we pay im the coin of deatai? * ) '

SoLe seascns of the plantation B0 Joager dictate the lives of many of ws}
hundreds of thousands of us are moving imto the sphere of sonscilous histery.*

e are vith the Rev tide. Ye stand at the srossroads. Yo watch sach BV

processiesn. The hot wires carryiag urgent & s. Priat eompels ws. VYeices are
speaking. MNen are movingl And ve shall be with thes.®
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as mentioned $n the repert of h °

Special Agen York, New York, dated February 9, 1943,
is
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T e - Federal Burean of Investipation
' - R|nited States Bepartment of Justice - v
« Bew York, K.Y. ¢
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( March 3, 1943

Director, FEI
RE: RICHARD WRIGHT
INTERMAL SECURITY
SEDITION
Dear S5ir;

In reference to Bureau letter of Jamuary 20, 1943, (Bureau
file 160-157464) requesting the status of the above entitled
matter, this is %o advise this case has been reassigned and placed

4n line for immediate investigation.

o

Very truly yours,

£ oo
z.x;mmé@,

BAC

lAH? PO A Tiow CONTAINED
ERELY IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE 520 5/ BY Sellyfben
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XE: RICEARD EATHAWIEL WRIGH?
CUSTODIAL DETENTION (¢)
SEDITION

Pear Bir:

L

PheTs aTe boiﬁ tranemitted herewith the oriiul Rb
and one copy of the report © b
dated April 1B, 1943, setting out information concerning the

captioned individual,

An investigatien of the activities of this
jndividual s presantly being sonducted by the Nev York Office

and an iavesiigstive report setting out the Tesults of this
investigation will be subzitted to ths Bureau in the near future.

.Quo coples cf“r'port are deing
retained in the sppropriate filez © e Jov York Office for
{nformation purposes,

v (MIT TS YTery truly yours, . ‘(D

n;':::..-!‘?‘?{f‘ QI;?
e g TR
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

_.L_.,_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, wiysee - -
indicate®, explain this deletion. b

g Deleted under exemptionis) M with no segregable

material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

]  Documentts) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

e Pagets) referred for consupltation to the following govermment agency(ies}),
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availabilitv upon retum of the material to the FBI.

— Pageis) withheld for the following reason(s )

[C] For your information:

[Z/ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
i s ]
JCC- 157464 Y enefesyre

NO DUPLICATION FEE

XXXAXX XXXXXXXXKXAXX
g DELETED PAGE(S) g
FOR THIS PAGE
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™=z L by CHARLCTER OF
RICEARD nmm{ wmy0ET CUSTODIAL IKTENTION ~ C
SEDTTION

SYNOPEIS OF FalCTe:

IICHAHD()IEIQET, popular pegrv writer and
former reporier eu Daily Worker, acoordiag
to an article in Dadly Worker em 4/13/41 by

RALPH WARNER, is & Comsmmist, Otber articles ‘O TP
4n the Worker isdicate WKIGET's Communistic g i e
tendencies, Es Mimself 4in ®o words mg."z'l,‘
P
re 2
=
-
wH=
-<_$_8
Rz,
Buresu file 200=157464, O >
= w
Repart of Bpecial uvnt” ul g
dated February 9, I3 & City. {
, AT v yomx, |
+ §, , Intmsch &5 8 review of RIGEARD WRIOHT's writinge ?
\t ' indicate he is st lsast & fellow treveller if met ;
A’ " 8 member of the Communist Party, sdditiensl imquiry
L has been made and is bDeing set out belew, ;
7 7 With refervnch to the reference report where oertais ‘
sections of WRIGH?'s movel "Twslve Millien Elack Nolees® E
: ‘_ (7 e \ ,wmnmumf - -
- b R ‘W”“" j_l L /:‘ '/,’,_,, - ,_’J_ .WBD "
" coPwE o TIS REFONT . i e -~ L\'D’EXED o
'S -Durean - ({Feily : RN
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were set out as possibly falling withis the viclation of the seditiea
trief review of this beok does mot indicate that any ether
-m

s
portion of the moval is of

%cln M1lion Klack Velses™ is & fictitious sVery
of the social conditions of the Negro in the United States from the firet

slave days to the pressut in shich he discusses the progress of the Negro,

MMIGHT was also the swthor of the popular movel
tive Son” and when guestionsd by writers and critios why he orested
suck & charectsr as "Bigger®, be explained same in an article shich ws
published in *The Saturday Beview® of Jwne 1, 1540, page 18, Be dio-
oussed pro sod eov what prospted bim to write such & movel md to ereste
such s charaoter as YBigger® from whick, among other things, is takmn

the following excerpt:

fAnother thought kspt ms from writing, What would
my own white snd hlack comrsdes im the Communist

Party axy.*

From such & pudblished statement, one would essume
WHIGHT to be & meuber of the Party er at laast 8 fellow trsweller,

The Aserican-Jowrnal, New York dajly mewspmper of
FPetruary 15, 1943 states that RICHARD WRIGHT was s former reporter em
ths Dally Worker., WRIGHT'a picture sppears in the "Negroes and the
War®, published and distriduted by the Office of War Iaformsticn,

The f1ilas of the New York office alsm reflest that
RICEARD WRIOHT's nams appears ou the "Comsmittes %o Free Barl Browder®,
which 11st was published in the Peopla’s Toice, & New York Negro weskly
mowspaper 1eswed March 21, 1942. ‘ n

1942 EEIGHT s aame & o
and on September 18, 1942 wes 1listed as one of 4
Leagus of Ameriosn Writers, advocating & seoond fromt in Burope,

:
|
8



It 40 poted that WIGHT s mame appetred Lfrequenily
in the Daily Worker during 1941 and 1942. In an {ssue dated
25 4, colmmn 1, it is noted that RICHARD WRICHT wes listed

W AATT o A S -m-: e aia Al ALl oo _
mww,uﬂw-ﬂuu &5 OO DI wOB

In an fosue dated Pebruary 28, 1941 WRIGHT was listed
83 one of the writers who would greet THRODORE DREISER at a testimonial
luncheon attended March 1, 1341 at the Cammodore Hotsl wnder the auspioes
of the Aserican Council on Soviet Relations, Others to pe present werd
ICA SMITH, editor of "Soviet Ruasis ‘.l‘eday', ammnlms Dro JOHN
TTRQASRURY And athewd _

I b S W P W eesw g - @ .

In an issee of March 19, 1941, page 5, eolwm 7, WRIGHY
eted WILLIAN 14 FOSTER, lationnl Chairman ot the m.tMuﬂt
th Mrthday,

In an isswe datdd March 22, 1941 WRIGHT along with
RUTH MoXENNEY, was reported to have acocepted %o serw en ithe Board of
Bonorary Chalirmen of the Ny By Commdittee.

In an issue of April 5, 1941, page 7, sclumn 2,
RICEERD WRIGHT's pame appeared with otber writers in wbat wms known as
the "Call %o the Atk Congrees of the Leagws of America® %0 be held {n
New York City en June 6 and 8, 1941 %o discuss how best writers ean
resist the trend toward war, wbat o do to resiore ithe Wi and whei
to do in defense of sulture,

In an {ssue dated 4pril 13, 1941, the Sunday Worker,
poge 7, ulmx.lmmummmnin-nunsm'mmg
- other things admits that "ax", one of the eharscters im the play is
— _Xymbolic of & Comsunist. 'Bannr, that nowhere in the play is e
oalled & Comsunist but he 1s clearly & sympsthiser." WARMER states
however, that RICHARD WRIGHT s & Communist and the mpm of Max

- A = A

and of kie entire play is.




In an {oswe of April 21, 1941, page 1, there is en
editorial which speaks sbout MRICHY's stirring condemmation of the
iaprisonmant of RARL BROWDER and of & leng forward by JAMES W, FORD
contained in WRIGHT's "Bright the Normiag Star’, s short story ia
paaphlet fors prinsted by the Intermetional Publishers, YOHD
endorsed WRIGET ékd the article also pertains to a part of &
the International Publishers ¥y WRIOHT {n which e says be
royalty for this work and those that are received are to asrue % te
*"Earl Browder Defense Pund .

In s L1900 dated June 9, 1941, page 1, WRI
aame appears among those of the Writers Congress sho adopted a

spti-war progras,

i

tor %

;

4

:
!

In an issee daved July 24, 19’01, page 7, ,’
it {5 moted that WRICHT's name appears among the lmericsn writers wino
pledged full support to Great Britain and the Soviet Unjen,

4 changs of atiitude of RICHERD WRIGHT and ether
uriters is pointad out in that in early Juns they adopted s firs anti-wer
prograa and 1in July they advocated full support to the Soviet Smimm
Further, that Germany declared war on Russia en Juw 22, 1%1, :

In an 1ssue dated Angust 18, 1541 WRICGHT appears ea
the Citisen's Comaittes to Fres Karl Browder and in an 1esus dated
Aagust 11, 1941, page 9, WRIGHT stater that HARHY BRINGES is & friend
of merica and has becoms & symbol in Americs and that those who fight
agxinst his are enemies of Amsriocs.

In ma {ssus dated October 22, 1941, page 1, paregraph 1,
WRIGHT's name sppears as one of the messbers of & growp of eitissns calling
for a release of EARL BROWDER.

On Novesber 19, 1941, page 3, in the Yorker,
RICEARD WHIGHT was declared winner of the Spingaro medal for witiag
of ®lNative Son,* Also in tihis Lfssus WHIOHT along with A. ¥4 »
Secretary of the Commanist Party, Reverend ADAM CIATION, POWELL, vy,
sod FORACE' MARSHALL, Vice-President of the Natiénal Negro Congress,
—- -pratested against police brutality sud general sconowic eondi tions
existent i Harlem,

In an issus dated February 13, 1942, page 7, colwmn 4,
8 latier of WRIGHT's was published dealing with the controversy en musie
which letter is dated February 10, 1942 and degins as follows:

*Dear Comrsde Sender Geriims®

WRIGHT complimented the Dally Worker and smoag ether -

e
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§ i *how oan recruitment of negroes o the Comwwnist Party be incressed,*

: This letter also stated that *Ihe Comsunist Party 4s the enly politisal
psriy in iaerica vitally oconcerned abowt culture and its prodlems,*

s It i» slso moted that in JANES W, PORD's book "The

; : Begro and the Democrastic Front”, en page 193, YORD states that
wants to"express publically the high apureciation of our Begro comrades
f and Begro people for the splendid eontributions of RICHARD WRIGHY,

- LANGSTON BUGHES and other artists and mumxians of eur people .

On October 14, 1942 F bz
.dv!.ud that RIG{ARD umm', a tomr st Faryy namber,

Bad split with e Pariy becanie of his dlssstisfaciion wiih the may v 'v

the Party handled the Negro question,

327 lafayette Street. Procklyn, furnished e T

P reflscted in the files of that board soncerming WRIGHT,
&
25;7 a ¥e sdvised St WRIGHT's questiornaire wes returned
N Nay 9, 194] st shioh time WRIOHT resided at 473 Fest 104th Street, Sew
———— Yotk City. Bowwver, he presently resides at 7 Middagh Street, Brookim,
= Sew York, Or May 28, 1941 WRIGHT Wks placed in }-A glassification
Tz because of eollstarel dependents. On July 1, 1942 his collatersl

= . dependency was removed and be was placed ia slassification 1-A,
o " On July 6, 1942 be was about %0 b inducted imto
- the Aray and he ssked for s 90 day sxtention, wiish was granted, On
b FBovesber 2, 1942 a continmustios of this extension was granted, Om

- m-mxe 1942 he was placed 4n 3= in erder to permit Ma sn

epportunity to taks Volentesr Candidate Training, but wes subsequently

rejectad,

The questionnaire reflects that TRICHT was bera
Ssplember 4, 1508 at Natches, Rissiexippl. Ris &luwslion ws give
as elght years of elsmentary echocl, Ne states s employsent experience
¢ f & novelist, playeright, poet end newspaper reportar. Ws ¢id

s that o
mot set forth his place of employsent Wt advised that he wes engaged
as & writer of political and labor news from 1937 4o 1938. This sisht

ssibly be the period that be manporur for the Dally Worker,

- . mmmm:nudn-mumtouw
Board, It wes moted that *Uncle Toa's Ciildren® ascording to WRIGHT wes
written by hin and mes later trsnslated into Rusalan by the U.5,5.R. aa
{ssusd in international 1iterature,
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| 1] qﬁuﬂ.mﬁn further reflscts that he was married
March 10, 1941 at Coyte 1le, Bew Jersey, ts are given as
_ that of his sother ELLA Semics TN Y[ 2
0BT,

WHIGHT, father,
Srother, , Slter-in-law

at the .

BRIGHT 1isted as property sos howse valuad at $3,000.
WRIGHT is divoroed from his first wife, becsuse

’ s kis dependents as ELLEN GHT, wife, age 29
spd JULIA WRIGHT, two moaths, dsughter, borm 12, 1942.

sdvised that the file further reflects & lotter
from the Office of War ormation, New York City, in which was twrensml tSed

s program as prepared for thes by KICHARD WRIGHT. The records further
reflected that WRIGHT has lived at the following addresees: b‘”

47 Waverly Avenue, Brooklyn. (1940)
473 West 140th Street, New !;rt City. (Msy 1941)
11 Revere Place, Brooklyn. (July 7, 1941)
- 7 Middagh Street, Brocklyn. (Presect address) w

advised that the Beard's associstion with
RICEARD WRIOGHT had been very pleasant and that e had been very cooperstive
snd prompt in Ms transsctions with thes,

A description of WRIGHT ss furmished i:—

is as followas J.

Age x
m ”m ‘-. lm’ um. ‘.Mo
Beight 5
Veight 158 pounds
Build Medimm
Ryes Bromn
Balr Blaok
. Complexion Dark
- e, Raoe Begro
tion Writer

No further investigation is being econduoted and this

case 18 considered elosed, /7
e g i - ATARETN o= )

- - "
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IDERTITY OF QONFIDENTIAL INPORMANTS:

Y nentioned in the report
of Special Agent 28, 1943 at New lu-k city, W
iv & flinsy repo vwernor's Island, and s being made 0

inforsant in vln of the mt that the BDureau has sxpressed a du.l b‘

®o% o hive itbem miniicDdd il FepoOrsd. s

5

who is being made su Informan acoo &

Rureau request,
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" Bureau of Investiga . for Cleza .. ...
< b Calley oo
Wnited States Pepartment of Justire ,- c,,::,
R New York, New York A& e Al e e
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614 Septembesr 14, 3».- ,,.‘,;,,,..

Director, FBI ‘ v+ utan Tumem
0 . Nense ...
FE: RICHARD WRIGHT las Lamdy . ..
SECURITY MATTER et eosban sanmntnn

Dear Sir:

Enclosed are the original and one copy of the uport»(,- &
receliy tember 10, 1943

cbncemmg* RICEARD WRIGHT,
famed colored movelist who is copsidered a key figure in this office.

) York Pil -wpmc’tmm" "p";‘"b’“‘ Ph"‘“mmmpmul 7
- 0 eB . ‘ffﬂ'\ ":'éf-:; !S y' V{L gl
" "'}J"‘-"“’I !Izn v -5 Z'ln-gg ,
k] COPIES Dz.srﬁpyhp Mtéc; W 12y ﬁ\
E 15T 0 e hic D /.
% [E “"‘"mﬂ; /4157 }
BUY-[ eopy Lor K.Yo - .
M RCTBR o CONTAINED . =7 =
= rh 5“;1" 19 U”CLASS,HED L F e AT

31 A TRTE lzrz; Y
240071438, BY sprsron .
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S 7 Peoeral Bursau of Investipation e, Col e

®nited Ptates Bepartment of Justice " Lk
New York, New York Y. Kids i o5

r -* T J [V
V W Mr. Trmey ... ..
.i -Dm My, Aewrn

10041674 September 14, 1§43 <

. “ M Swarke ..
M: Quiar Tamm

'A.-_ ! ’/ mmwrl mI M- Nease
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o INTESNAL SECURTTI (C) ¢ L
= SECURITY MATTER

4

Dear 8ir: .‘L

.
; fml .
. ‘ ‘
+ Voe
-
-—

__ Enclos Le original and one copy of the report of IR 2
received by this office on September 10, 1930
oncerning RICHARD WEIGHT the Colored novelist who is being considered a

key figure in the New York Field Divisicn.

NPT -

aataalaintet RO LAl ’

Copies of instant report are being placed in the appropriate New
York Files. .

-

Very truly yours,

@ | N

e Z 7

P g ~
Mgﬁ;ﬁﬂﬁ‘c N, O oy
SO . E. CONROY [ -

COPIES DESTROYEY -5~ )
’ | R

{

-i { T’GB ‘:,_-‘_1\5.. ’.t ~
Ly !53“ » YL e A
= Enalosure, /7~
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEEY

N Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, ih .
md:cated' explain this deletion.

E( Deleted under exemption{s} b 3,010 with no segregable
material available for release to you.

1 Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you ot the subject of your request

o al

information perisined on}y io a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

U

1 Documentis) originating with the following government agency(ies)
. was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

Pageis! referred for consultation to the following govemment agency(ies);

as the information originated with them, You will
!_: inon retum of the maten e] to the FRI,

atengl o e !

be advised

Page(s) withbeld for the following reasonts):

0
"ry
R
L
g

E The following number i& to be used for reference regarding these pages:
100~ 1C MY -6 endoguve,

§ DELETED PAGES)

NO DUPLICATION FEE
EREXKX £ FOR THIS PAGE &
XXXXXX ,

XXXXXX
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

: e
__L_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, “
indicatel, explain this deletion.

d Deleted under exemption(s) b21.670b with no segregahble
matenal available for release to you.

[ ] Information pertained only to & third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

U

]  Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

— — - Page(s) referred for consultation to the following govemment agencylies),
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI.

——  Pageisi withheld for the following reason(s):

]  For your information:

EQ/ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
100-13 144 -] endonure

b XXAXX XXX XXXXXKKX

DELETED PAGE(S)
NO DUPLICATION FEE $
XXXXXX 2 FORTHISPAGE X
XXX XXX XXX
XXXXXX ‘
XXXXXX
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U A 18 CALE ORIGINATED AT NCOYW YORK, N. Y.

AEPONT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE reni00 ron
C WACUTKITON, D. C. 6/9/ 4L 5/271,29/44
' m G SHARACTER ué - & -

T

RICHARD WRT 2T SECURT ~TER = C

ESYNOPFEIB OF FACTS:

L
ﬁ'_ .
i 3 P ~PP1ATE §GERCIES &)
=3 s O N
2 s S bggn—'—-—-—— 22 et ReP:3 Jore, Lo b
r—ﬁ_.{_'—‘-:k! "Qj___m !r
DETATLS: AT WASICNTOU, D. C.
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}l
7 >
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44

A review of the indices of the Washington Field Office indi-
{ ecated that the person referred to Ws undoubtedly a nationally
proinent negro euthor by the name o : WG, who resides in Vew York
City. It was found that numerous references to this RICHAPD WRIGHT have been
pade 4n the Dailyr Worker cver the cpurse of years, and that inforzation with

recard to hir has also been developed by the Special Comittee on Un-Anerican
Activities, House of Represeantatives, Roncrable VAXTIN DIES, Chairman.
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In view of the fact that PICHAND WRIGMT 4= reperT tad to

recide ir New Yor: City and inasnmuch as there is no further investipstion

to be conducted with repard to hir 4in Washington, D. C., the New York City
office is beir: decignated office of origin herein and this case ip being

considere: referre" upon cocpletion to that office. \
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&Y TORX, ¥. I. 2/8/us | 5/2%;s 623/
a4 ¢

RICHARD KATHANIEL WRIGHT

1
1 sYNoPSIS OF FACTS: . EEY FIGURE

Subject presently resides 85 Lefferts Plaoce, Broo
Registered with SS IDB #178;classified 4F,1/7 /44,

P

Burean Pils No, 100-157464.
Report of Special lgonthd‘ud s/2s/43 ot DT

N New Tork City.

PETATLS: '
Although {t is noted that refsrenced report of Special Agent W

was a Closing Report, in view of the fact that Subject is
considered a. figu in Communist sctivities in the Bew York Field Division,
this case ‘3;" kel ap Wby activities of Subject have been followed, b

C“h

PO WOT WRITE M THERE FPACES
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_5 < Bureau }
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3 - New York T
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IPY IN FILE
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- advised that Subje n

- i

It has beon ascertained that the Subject presently resides
8t 89 lafferts Place, Apartment €23, Brooklyn 16, New York. Inquiry in the
neighborhood of his forwer residence, Colmebia Heighta, at 7 Middagh Street,

Brooklyn, New York, produced no information of wvalus to this investigstion,

ot

" As previously reported,
Servios lLocal Draft Board
Agont interview

Subject is n tered with Selectd
has g;:.or ;o!.“i. lst, );.“,‘10

» .
Won bysthe arsed forces on January 15, 1944 had been made with the mched
resson: “psychoneurosis, severs, psychistric rejection; referred to Loeal
Board for further psychistric and socisl investigation®,

S b 7)
| - ool g

2
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It appeared fros Subject's contacts with his Local Board that
his interest in the problem of the Negro has become almost an obsession and
4t was said that he apparently overlooks the fact that his own rise to suocess
refutes many of his own statements regarding the impossibility of the Negrots

ixproving his personal position. ‘u

A
Prom all the information concerning Subject in publications

and according to information from Informants in the New York Office, Subject
is continuing his activities as a writer, In addition to his better kmown
books he has also been engaged in the writing of sikits and stories, most of
which concern the Negro. The publicity which has been received by Subject
WRIGHT is typified by the rether lengthy review of his life appearing in the
wolume "Current Biogrephy.l940" published by the H. W, Wilson Company. This
volume states that RICHASIY NRIGRT, Author, was born September &, 1908 end kis
present address is care of HARPER & BROTHERS, 49 East 33rd Street, New York
City. It refers to kim a5 a brilliant young Negro writer whoss collection of
short stories "Uncle Tom's Children" won & $500 prise competition in 1938 and
whose book "Native Son" wee the March, 1940 selection of the Book-of-the-donth
Club, Much of the article contains a review of the character and theme of that
book,

The 1ife of RICHARD WRIGHT, baginning with his birth, Saptesmbe

AW el W WS Sk WSS WA TR L WAl R S r—— —— e~

1908,0n a plantation 25 miles from Natches, Miscissippi, is summarised, as
follows;

A

"

-
-

His father, NATHAN WRIGHT, was 2 mill worker and his mother,

K WRIGHT, 8 country school teacher, The family was continually on the
—

y —his education was very much neglected. %hen his mother was styichen
#Mth patalysis during the first world war, the Subject was pent to an wcle's
house to live, WRIGHT 18 quoted as having ststed that he did so much fighting,
1ying and school=-gutting that he was sent back to his grandmother who pre-

dicted that he would end on the gallows. Be was put in & 7th Day Adventist
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8chool, taught by his aunt, At 15 be left homs and went to Memphis and got
& job =s porter and messenger. During the !n_b ,u-gt- ars ha worked his
nyallmrthaoountrywrkinga u:quind £ Job ditch-di;gi.ng

7]
elerking in & post office. He drifted to Chicago where he had heard Kegrves
stood a better chance of getting jobe., He was & clerk for a while and in
1933 had a taste of politics. The review then Quotes what is purportedly
the Subject's own statemsnt:

"] became an assistant precinct oaptain in the Republiocan
Primary Election", he said,”] was promised a job, I didn't
got it, DNext time I bocm an assistant precinct captain
for the Democrats and was promised 8 job, which I didn't
get. 8o then I became a Red, Now I am what the papers
refer to as a card-carrying Communist,.”,

In 1935, WRIGHT was on the FEDERAL WRITRRS' PROJECT in
Chicago and had sold paper articles and some stories to the magasines., He
cames to New York 4in 1937 where he again got on the WRITERS' PROJECT, BHe wrote
essay on Harlem in the "New York Pansrama™, He alsc did some work on the
11y Borker® and became s contributing editor of the-#Gw Nasses", In 1939,
WRIGHT reportedly got a Guggenheim fellowship which enabled him to quit
the Project and oomplete his mowel *Native Son". He lived for some months
during 1940 in Mexico but returned to the United Sutu in Mr of 19600
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FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

Lo
Page(s) wifbheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, '* m -
indicated, explain this deletion. I

——
Deleted under exemptionis) &€& with no segregable
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to & third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained oniy to a third party. Your name ie iisied in ihe titie only.

Document(s} originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct respense to you.

Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agencylies); :
as the information originated with them. You will

ility upon retwm of the material to the FBL
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UNDEVELOPED 1EADS

___—-————‘_—

NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION
At New York, X. Y. - M1l follow and report
activities of Subject.
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IDENTITY OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT

_ In the report of Special Agon:‘_
dated July 8, 1944 at New York, N. Y., the Confident. ormant 1s as

follows: b.. b

e
o BN

temporsry inforsant symbol is used to

A
oonceal the 1dont.ii of this In.fomntl -
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hrean of Investigath ’ o
Hnited Bintes Brpartment of Frn.oe e;-J

Director, FBI
nciuzﬂmm ,
: MATTER

Dear Bir:

11 is recoamended that e Security Index card be prepared
relative to the individusl named below:

W  tuanh ,il .

Rame: RICBARD WRIGET
Aliases:
4
) Residence Address: 89 Lefferts Place, dpartment C-23
agf“ - Prooklyn 16, Nev Tork
e
D Pusiness Address: None .
% X __ NKative Born Alien Faturalized .
(o _ X Coamuniet German Miscellaneous
. L
E_ -~ ___ Fescist (Italian) __ Japanese
= -
R pate of Birth _!fpt‘ 4, 1908
P Place of Birth _ 3atches, Miseliesippl
Entered U. 5. at
Raturalized (date) '
latural;zed (plece and Court)
Eﬁ'_’;;; ALL INF Very truly yours,

" FOR1
mor MR g TION cey
'. D AR SLn b’f,},H_TA!NED 6{% /00_/5794‘,{_/

AT g2 4~ D
g
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WASH FROM NEW YORK 2 28 1-14P
+~DIRECTOR URGENT
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GAIN, RICHAERD NATHANIEL&URIGHT, IS=C., FOR THE BUREAUS IN s!RTICLE I

TODAYS NY\-\ERALD TRIBUNE INTIH:ED\NEGRO AUTHOR CRITICIZES REDS AS IN-
TOLERANT™, STATES THAT RICHARD URIG‘HT, AUTHOR OF ®NATIVE SON" IN DIS-

CUSSING HIS OWN BRLAK WITH \COMMUNIST PARTY SAYS PARTY FEARS NEW IDEAS

AND THAT COMMUNIST POSITION ON AMERICAN NEGRO RAS UNDERGONE A ®DISTINC'
AND LAMENTABLE REGRESSION™ IN RECENT YEARS. WRIGHT WAS FURTHER CRE~

DITED WITH DESCRIBING
AND FRIGHTENED OF NEW IDEAS WHICH DONT FIT INTO THEIR OWN,* THE HERAL:
- TRIBUNE FURTHER STATES THAT MR WRIGHTS REMARKS WERE PROMPTED BY QUESTI!
- CROWING OUT OF AN ARTICLE WHICHE HE HAS WRITTEN FOR THE ATLANTIC MONTH!
- FOR AUGUST UNDER THE TITLE OF\I TRIED TO BE A COMMUNIST.® THKE TRIBUN:
FURTHER STATES THAT IN THE ATLRNTIC MONTHLY ARTICLE THE AUTHOR OF IATI-L
SON DISCUSSES HIS EARLIEST EXPERIENCES, AS A CP MEMBER IN cnn‘:zco TOUCH-
IN§ ON '[HE PROBLEMS HE FACED IN TRYING TQ P%EHI; pﬂ wm "I'O THE

EX -2
PARTY. FURTHERMORE THE AUGUST AnANfﬁr MONTELY DBESCRIBES 'nu: E ARTICLE

';' ALLMENTS AND nm uprg;“i' Au(écrﬁ l'-‘ TRIRBUNE RE-

lel‘l- FRLVS - an ‘vl 14, ’-" - S5 i oF W

COMMUNISTS AS SNARROW MINDED, BIGOTED, 1

AC TU
e a

¥
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-
g
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F TWO IN

AVr

PRESENTATIVE YESTERDAY THAT HE UOULD NOT DISCU* *SPECIFIC DETAILS

END PAGE ONE  COFIES DESTROYED ;p g
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OF THE CHICAGO BREAK VWITH THE COMMUNISTS BECAUSE THESE WILL BE COVERED
IN THE SECOND MAGAZINE ARTICLE, WRIGHT FURTHER ADVISED THE TRIBUNE
THAT HIS CP MEMBERSHIP COVERED THE PEB;OD, ROUGKLY, FROM THE LATTER
PART OF NINETEEN THI?T??UO T0 HINETfE; /ORTY AND THAT RIS EARLY ASS0-
CIATION WITH THE COMMUNISTS IN CHICAGO HAS BEEN BROKEN IN NINETEEN
THIRTYSEVEN WHEN HE WAS EJECTED FROM THE SAME. VRIGHT FURTHER ADVISED
THAT KE WAS ON THE OUTS WITH THE PARTY FROM MAY UNTIL AUGUST THIRTY
SEVEN AND THAT HE WAS REINSTATED IN NY IN SUCH YEAR AND "MAINTAINED

A RELATIONSHIP® WITH THE PARTY UNTIL FORTY WHEN HE SAID HE LEFT THE
SAME. THE TRIBUNE ARTICLE DISCUSSING WRIGHTS
TABLE REGRESSION OF THE CP POSITION ON THE AMERICAN NEGRO CREDITED MR.
WRIGHT WITH STATING *PUBLICLY COMMUNISTS WILL DENY THAT THERE IS ANY

COMMENTS ABOUT THE LANMEN-

SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE IN THEIR H‘LITANCY, BUT PRIVATELY THEY OFFER ANY
HANDY EXCUSE. THE MILITANCY OF THE NEGRO QUESTION HAS PASSED INTO THE
HANDS OF RIGHT WING NEGROES, THAT WAS NOT TRUE EIGHT YEARS AGO. MOST
OF THE BATTLES THEN WERE LED BY COMMUNISTS.® THE ARTICLE FURTHER STA-
TED THAT IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION AS TO WHAT CAUSED THE CHICAGO RIFT
BETWEEN HIM AND THE COMMUNISTS WRIGHT HAD STATE#H'IT WAS AN ACCUMULATIC

—————

¥ A DIFFERENCE

OF MANY THINGS = NOT SO MUCH A LEAVING AS AN N O
OF OPINION. 1 HAD MY WAY OF EXPRESSING MY CONCEPTION OF NEGRO EXPER-

LRJECTION

END PAGE TWO
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IENCE IN WRITING. I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE OF VALUE TO THEM. THEY HAD
THEIR IDEAS OF HOW 1 SHOULD REACT AS A COMMUNIST. THERE WAS AN IRRE-
CONCILABLE GAP BETWEEN 0U1(ATTITUDES. 1 DO NOT REGARD THE COMMUNISTS
TODAY AS EFFECTIVE INSTRUMENTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE.® WRIGHT FURTHER
ADVISED THE TRIBUNE THAT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE A TERRIBLE LOT TO LEARN
ABOUT PEOPLE. COMMUNISTS PECU#IARLY ARL TOO MUCH THE VICTIMS OF THE
VERY SOCIETY THEY ARE TRYING TO CHANGE. THIS TOO OFTEN FINDS EXPRESSI
IN INTOLERANCE AND NARROWNESS,.,® AT THE PRESENT TIME THE NY OFFICE HAS
UNDER CONSIDERATION THE ADVISABILITY OF INTERVIEWING MR WRIGHT.
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Esference i3 made to your telstype of July 28, 19LL, eencerning the
rerortod disaffiliation on the part of the subject with the Communist Politioal
dssoclation, It 43 noted in your telstiype that you have under ocnsidsration
the advisanility of interviewing Wright, ) c o e e

In connection with any intsrview you might undertake 'ith Erisht,
it is ougrosted that you consider obw.ning from iz specific informsticn =
poncerning exnloitation of the Negre reos by the fomxunist Political Association,
Turthermore, 1f t'.e interview actually takes place a previous study should be .
sads of Rright's articles md pnrumhrly p-run.nt comants he uku wuih
ﬂ;ara w WL LC‘:’J.ILLB‘E l'O-LJ.I-].Cl.L uﬂocuuun. . . . .

-

of the Carmanist Political Association's position with respect to the Ameriomn
Negro. Froc a review of the teletyde you subxitted in this rezard, it waid
seex that Bright does not think the Communist Political Assoclation revelutionary
e.0u~h at the present tims with respect to the advancement of the Negro. This

should be cons!dered scriously prior o any action on your part.

"'l Yo

f‘:u\ ' 'yi TA”\[
DA SR SNy IED

5
§F2¢5/ 8 VSAUW//
o7& o .

Any interview with Eright must, of éuurio, be most dlacreet, pu'ﬁcn-
larly in light of his renorted coments in which he lanents the *regression®
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Yo Yell the Truth

T

Mr. Wright Didn’t Discover |

nist Party he did not dis-
cover that the Communists
have DO concern whatever with
persuading people t# be Joval to
the Communist organization per

— a
. AEL

meetings for
years, and did-
B ot discover
that the only
t hing required
s that you be.
boyal Lo the peo-
ple's cause I
you are that
then joysits o
the Communist organization will

b mma AF Gea A
MAAY WRIT L Mgl

Wright has s plece In the Al-
Wantic Monthls, in which, whether
madvertently or not, he takes s
pusition aon far bigger gquestions
than Wwhether a person likes
Communisis.

Within the past few yesrz. and
{aster in recent monthi, the Negro
people have shaped i final form
thelr answers to the natanal
question for ibe Negro of the
United Biaies: Toatl ihis & ihelr
couniry as well as anyone else’s,
and that they wil] have their equal
piace In it and will Sght knock-
down-apd-drag-out for thet equal
piace, and wil! win, and thost who
eppase it will go the way of Martin
and Joe and Ootton Ed and
Viereck and Dilling afd Goebbels

[ » - "
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1CHARD WRIGET forgoet that
this fight & on, and with his
besd stuck Inio his typewriter be
wrote : '
“Could 3 Negre tver Nve half-
way e 2 buman being in the
goddamp somniry T
That was all the sditor needed
{0 have Richard Wright's signs-
fure o, 0 the main; but Wright
Sept-—tm end gasd what logically
goes With N--bftsuse (be big, al
asheorbing, worldwide fight in this
war kerps pushing me along. Be
arole:
“Then .. .5 Jewish ehap . . .
e introduced me 40 & Jewhh
{agaim) fo & Jewish Doy ...
sk chap . . . & shert, ?
Mingh -halred. well-read Sellev
hapging Nps sad Buigini
oo (and) & Megre Comdun-

Aol wme b b Leerbal

[

fike: *Dexr Juie mit
Untarlippe and Glota

Throughout our eountry, az we
all know, there are desperate of-
foris 10 mcoentuste the “racial”
@ivisions o avery possibie com-
plexity. "Negro against Jew.” §s
the Cerald Amith way of getiing
Negro support for an anti-Negro
° moverent; sinee anti-Bemitism is
anly s form of white ehauvinism,
And Megro against trade unions,
purelsy as an aid to the ald vile-
nexs of trade-union exclusiveness
against the Negro, The first de-
mand oo & man who is {c remain
in the Communist movement s

shat be he a democrat—in the .
broad, nonparty sense of the word
—a republican in the grest long-

.I"-ie historical mesning And even
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WHght? Yes. & greal move-
ment of the people can do without
any individus!. The movemert goas
on, and rises, even when the Indi-

vidus! we once loved pulls himaelf
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._7__ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, whyme -

ndicato® explain this deletion.

e

g Deleted under exemption(s) bi bic, with no segregable
materia) available for release to you.

[ information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

0

Information pertained onlv to a third perty. Your name is listed in the title only.

] Documentis) originating with the following government agency{ies)
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—_ .. Pageis} referred for consultation to the foliowing government agencylies);
as the information oniginated with them. You will

pon retumn of the material to the FBL
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RICHARD BATHANTEL WRIGHT

SUNGPEIROEFACTS:
» T
335%%
NEE
: ?‘;:3;‘ August and September, 15LL entitled,"I Tried To Pe A Communisgt®,
<58 Theme of articles seeas to conclude with thought that subject
gaa broks with party because his frisnds in the Party, including
@ E thoss of his own race, wers wnabls to recognise his as their
frisnd. Articles do not appear to attack Commmist Partw

TV WY TeE W rammpecttddy § & Wk Wy ==

&s revolutionary club, but because of fallure of individuals
in Party who properly recognise and deal with problems in
socisty. Articles received wide-spread newspaper publication,

Y menbers eoncernsd over WRIGHT's articles. WRIGHT has
suthored new book ®*Rlack Boy®, an lﬂtobi.:glp which iz not
IC

! @ 4o the New York Field Division,

L /' ° 75

ports of informants and publicity indicates prominent {

L VA2 INFORMATION CONTAINED l

APPFROVED AND

-
FORWAMDED [ Crumnen * PO NOT WRITE ™ THERE EFACES

g, £ ONFIENTIAL

expscted to appear wntil next year, AT artiocles
were ariginally final portion of this book.
T - MEREIN IS D .
UNCzAS~IFIED .
2l R &
REFERENCES 3 Burean Pile 100-15746L. OTETNIcE :
Raport af Special dgeat (NN . /50 B/
at New York, New York.
Ar .2 ' : .
DETATLS: ;' * |- Bubject has been considered a Key Figure in Comsunist activitiss

¢ - R — W—:
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Subject, RICEARD WRIGHT's articles sppearing in the August
and September, 15ul issues of the SATLANTIC MONTHLY® magasine were eaphatiocally
brought to the public's attention by econsiderabls publicity in the New Yark

nNewspADETS .

ARTICIES IN ATLANTIC MONTHIX1

On July 28, 25LL the Bew York Herald Tribune gave a langthy
article entitled,®NEGRO AUTHOR CRITICIZES REDS AS INTOLERANT". This articls
states that WRIGHT in discussing his btereak with the Communists said that thw
Fariy fears npew ideas, and that ths Communists position regarding the Amsriocan
asgro has wndergons a “"distinct and lamentabls regression,® in recent yeara,

Be described the Communista as Smarrow-minded, bigoted, intolsrsnt and
frightsned of paw idsas which don't fit into their own.® The Herald Tribume's
articles referred to WRICHI's articls in the ATIANTIC MONTHLY.

In an interview, I, WVRIGHT is reported to have stated that kis .
Communist Party msmbership roughly covered the period from the latter part of -
1932 or early 1933 to 1940, and his early association with the Communiste in |
Chicago was brokss 4n 1537 when he said be was "gjected” from the Marty. '
WHIGHT stated that be was reinstated in New York in 1937 and maintained s .
relationship with the Party until 1940 when be 1aft the Furty. \The
quoted WRIGHT as saying,"Publicly, Comunists will dery that there is :
substantial change in their militancy but privately they offer any SESNSs »

nto the bands of right-wisg

ded
ing

8

Begroes. That was not’fus eight years ago. Most of the battles then
By Comfmists.® BHe said furthar that he did not regard the Comsunists
today as effective instruments for social change, and des then as
too much the victims of the very society they are trying » Tesulting

%
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often in intolerance and narrowness. .

Asmmmuhawmmmrmelmrw '
July 28, I9LL entitled®REDS ALL WRONG, WRIGHT QUITS'EN". This article states that
wntil mmummm-umormmmmormc_mn

, Party

E - staunchly defending Red ideclogy as the omly possible political philosophy for I
BT his race, but today be is hurling epithets at his former Commmist oomrades. ~
e This article alsc referred to the story appearing in the ATIANTIC MONTHLY and
i . quotod the same statements which appeared in the other newspapers.

The Washington Field 0ffice also forwarded & letter to the New
York office bringing to its sttention an itex from the oolumn,"The World
Today® by GEQRGZ S. SCHUYLER appearing in the August 5, 154l issue of the
Pittesburgh Courier. This 1tem called attention to WRIGHT's srticles in the

Atlantic Montlly and commsnted briefly wpon it.

It is alsc interesting to mote that considsreble publicity was given
WRICHT's articles in the Daily Worker newspaper. In the Daily Worker for ]
August 6, 190, the column by BENJAMIN J. DMVIS, JR. entitled, "New Times®
contains what it terxs ®a few words on RICHARD WRIGHT and FNew Ideas¥. DAVIS
considers first the promises of WRIGHT as an author, which was indicated by
his book,"Native Son". He then refers to what he calls the public and wholly
unjustifiable attack on the Communists, who were the very organisation whose
outlooks had helped WRIGHT create his masterpiece. DAVIS stated that accord- |

A b WDTALIRE o P e Y e widdhAdvom Paam &b ﬂ_m—m"-'l- 4. 200N NATTC
].ﬂg Y BNAVILCS '““uw. A WAMWELLTE 44 VI WWSF VWAL LAY 4l AFWHV e Y Lid ,

asked why be waited until now to make this break public and questicns whom
WRIGHT is trying to impress. DAVIS refers to WRIGHT's attitude as & form of
superleftisa which puts him in a class with NOEMAK THOMAS and other "Red-Baters®
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k DAVIS comments that this attack by WRICHT comes at 8 crucial elsction time when
o the future state of the negroes requires the re-election af Roossvelt. -
-,

It 15 also poted that 4in the Daily Worker of August 15, 19LL an
article by RO OR 4s entitled,"lb. WRIGHT DIDE'T DISCOVER IT®. MINR
begins his article with the commernt that in the balf dosen years that
mmmmGMmanmroftbcminhrtyhom u:.cmrmttho
to to
ealy
ae

Communists have no concern whatacever with pereuading peop
[ ]

t'g.
it

-4

i the Commmist organization per se; that WRIGHT did not discover that
A thing required is that you be loysl to the peoples cause apd that if
ST :that then loyalty to the Communist arganiszation will take care of itee

=%z i

kdk

KINOR says that in WRIOHT's article in the ATIANTIC MONTHLY
takes a position on far bigger questions than whether & person likes Commnists.
Be says that RICHARD WRIGHT forgot the fight of the Negro pecple and has talen

. . Y
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UNDEVELOPED 1EAD

XEX YORK FIELD DIVISIUN

AT BROOKLYN, MEW YORK- Will, after osreful considerstiom,
discreetly interview subject WRIOHT oonocerming his association with the

Communist mo .

it
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rtlcles were orizioally the fisal portion ef WRIGHT's mew book, -ptw
published, an sutobiography entitled, "Elack Boy®. : : “

[ - 210

nﬂuam:mmtmmbxuawmmwa—m
furnished by informants indelated WRIGHT's break with the Commmist Party
was an actual fact, it was felt that & discreet and careful imterview

with WRIGHT might be productive. However, it was ascertained om Angust
A, Whhtthhwm]qmmmudenmhhckh

Bew York ¢ity until sbout September 15, 1944,
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RL
would exact of himeelf that ssde hia tell of his wrongdoings. The Communiste bad

talied to biz wntil they had given hip new eyes witb which t© see kis e
erime. And they sat back and listened to

with all the mszbers thers, reg s of rece or oolor; his heart was the
and thair hearts were his; and when & man reaches that state wi
others, that degres of onensss, er vhen @ trial has made hia

been sundered from thea by wrongdoing, then he must rise and say, out of a sense
of the despsest morality in the world: 'I'a ghilty. Forgive ‘

WRIGHT oontinues with the comment, ® This, to mo, was & spectacle of

glory; and yet, Decause it had condemned me, because it was dblind and ignorant,
T falt that it was a spactacle of horror., The hlindnass thai

= &V - v — ) ad e = v I ————

unable to recognise their friends when they saw them. I knsw that if they bad
beld state power I should have been declared guilty of treason and ny exscution
would bave followsd. And I knew that they feli, with all the strength of their

black blindness, that they were right.”

r

The foregoing portion of WRIGHT's articls has been guoted becanse of
the fact that it is believed significant in indicating that WRIQHT
whols heartedly of the Amarican way of 1ife and living even though he has

publicly at this time announced a breach with the Communist Party organisation.

The concludi riian af bis artisle tells of his trenafer from
the Federsl Experimen ster to the Federal Writars Project and leede
wp to the event of May Day 1936 whan WRIOHT was refused the right to march

]
Y
5
g
:

in the parade and was pipeically rejected from the
Commnnists while other Communists, white and black, looksd on without eoming
to his sssistance. WRIGHT again refers to the blindnass of these individmls
and mads ths statenent ¥I remenbered the storiss I had writ

was glad that they wers down in black and white, were finished. For I knmew in

qmmtimmmchéhutﬁhmiw.iﬁﬁﬁé”_‘ﬁ

abls to feel with that simpls sharpmess about life,

such pessionate hope, should never again sake 80 total & oommitasnt d‘m_ﬂl.‘
d | '

Ba then 1la af hiz resolotion to mri

eould by his writing to fight and to creste & senss of the for 1ife
ﬁpmhum,hb@mummMsmdmw

hain,
- N ) . .

lss by WRIGHT it may be moied that these two
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_ paopls gho thought they
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WRIGHT nmmhtimlhhhodmht&md
mamnmmltmmumwwlu‘iwmm
to dissolve the clude, WRIGHT said that he asked "Why", and

as told
diuolutimmhmuthnnlubu“dmtmmmmmm.

mmcmwﬂMd%fMMMﬂﬁm
sttexpts at the Congress of Amsrican Writers Beld in New York City in 193S.

The second articls in the September 194L issus of the Atlamtio
M¥ont commences with WRIGHT 's work o.ft-.r ﬂn diuolutian of ﬂl Joh

!'In‘b-.. Il.. -l A th..-s -t bl o Sl o —_— A B Mo il ol .
AL & PRAL W “-mv_l--"wu-umi-tw&w ﬂl“

subjected to discipline. He tells them in an assignment by hrtydmun(

hia to organise a committee against the high cost of living, and be subsequently
entered into this work. later oo he was asked to go to Switserlsnd as & Youth

Delegate and then to the Soviet Unioo, bul bs refused because it would have
interfered with his writing.

T Bs relates the story of a unit meeting st which he requestsd that

.
.
L]

" nds mepbership be dropped from the Party rolls, although he desired to retain

[T S W l— Y v s mni.nf‘m. ‘n -h‘nh ﬂ\- b-—i' ll-- dnflnarnas .n‘ N
i AL ik LAY Vi [ Siis D VA VRS W ARARALE "y R S § i

hoped that mt.i.n hth.tutmhoewldnetndtﬂ.kdthmw
a8 to what tasks he oould best perform. Wright tells of wnjustified sttacks Wy
sthar members on which he was labeled "a Trotskyite™ and accused of other idees

_contrary to those of the Communist farty.: A considerable portion of this

new
Mt&yewldmmobmmmmmmy tnesaed this estomishing trial.
be had

Ross bad not been doped; ned m of e
cmutmmtmmmmaama oar of the panisimant DAL B



REVIEW OF ATLANTIC MONTHLY ARTICIES:
*] TRIED 20 BE A COMMIWIST® Wy RICHARD WRIGHT.

. The first articls sppeared in the August 1Ll isews
' whish
Atlantic Monthly magesins and commenced with an lr"‘“"z hnmar

| o

the
received from a growp of white boys B8 T "oy ed to learn that many
Post Office in Chicagos FEorronist Party and be de

Coamunisx,
ground politics that clalmed me; my sttention was csught by the similarity ef the

experisnces of workers in other lands, by the possibility of wniting scattered
but kindred peoples into & whols., It seemsd to me that here at last, in the
reals of revolutiopary expression, Negro experience sculd find a homs, & function-

ing value and rols®

to such publications as ¥left Frant®, WAovil, and "Eew Masses®. In kis
presentation WRIGHT points out that his first misunderstanding with ether
Negro Communists grew out of the fact that because of his publications and

writing they classified him as an intellsotual.

He also had 4ifficulty with the Farty in Chicage becanse of
his efforts %o learn of the life of one ROSS, & Negro Cossunist, WRIGHT

says that ROCS typified the sffective street agitator, and was a Southern
born Negro who had migrated to the North, and whose life reflected orude
hopes and frustretions of the peasant in the city. WRIGHT felt that if he
oould get ROSS' story be oould make known soms of the difficulties inhereamt in
the adjustment of & folk peopls to an urban suvironmeut. Word spread of this
sotivity of WRIOHT in the Commmist Farty, and he was warned to stop sush
sctivities. e T

. These articles by WRIGHT are auto-diographical in nature, amd
mnmom.tthuu-thtbmwthihotw

sicetches on individuals he mot, and
the material he had gotten from ROSS and his friends. One such story was
of

published §n an anthology under the title

4
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up the causs of those who are endeavering to acosntuate racial édivisions. W
gim- ot that im his srticle WRIOAT 4n severa)l instances refears to individenias

— A W WV W e — G e e -

as %a Jewish chap¥, %a Jewisdh boy", and "his Jewish wife".

In answer to the question purposely put by Mr. MINOR,®Can We Do
Without RICEARD WRIGHT7", NMINGR says TYes”, that any great movemsnt of the
people ean do without any individual.

It appears from the fact that articlss were written
Mr. RRICHT's, ®] Trisd To F» & Commmist®, by both BEENJANXIN J. DAVIS, JR, amd
ROBERT MTNOR that the Comsmmist organisation has laid considerabls importance
upont.hnnntouutbylnmm'. m-tmmmmmm
in the ocolumn of DANTON WALXER in the New York Dyily News of
mz& 194l wharein it 1s stated that SRICHARD WRIGHT, suthor ef "Natiwve
Son®, mmmamwnumwmmumamuem

ulhd'IrrhdtohnW‘

pnw— B
:..;.-
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the John Reed dlubs mow dimolved, 1
was froe of all party relations. I avoided

mmlorhrofbun;mbjectadm_. E
“wetared at him o5 I lay abed and I knew that he con-  §

I e .K % 1 h: ‘*; ? ’*' '7» e
mndmﬁthdGmﬁomwhohdda- 3
mdedtohaw'hnmlplmndwmhoﬂbe ;
amaterial 1 was oollecting from the oomrades. 1

' -duodmademmdmmmyoltheprty

nh.tnuddynmmmuma *emuggler

& -

“*¥Buddy Nealson m tho qu who bad formu-

Saated the Communist position for the ‘American
o egro; hhdmﬁoq:eod:umﬂnxrmhn lxelud

_siBittorness welled up in me.
% What do you mt?”Juked hluntly. "Xou-ea “
Hmill” -

“‘Ihvolmmgoﬁnmthepnnyhyou."b

. qaaid,

alhndmtmdpoddny.tndbhdaotoﬂ'aad
wio say it. Hehadnot-niled,mdnudwthdl. Hs
“slooked curiously at my bleak soom. 7

S ""Thmutbehomeofnhnnudmw

: ‘““Whnt does that mean?™ : PR
- "‘“'He says t.hntyoulreeorrupung thepmylnth

"«‘ .

.mththemmahoutom.llhouldhnveto

i T y ; 0 R WO na my

:}_‘?ﬁlﬂultomctmtedNqunmmcommmm

T

a-d:m:dphnsu. Imurmedn butardmtzlleo-

:tht  § po.e-ad an -pnu-hsdenhxp attitude” and
-~ that ¥ mmmfanmg “seraphim tendencies” — &
“~jphrase meaning that one has withdrawn from the
“-.struggle of life and considers oneself infallible,
Worlung nl! day and wnung In.lf l.be mgbt bmug'ht

in. a knock cams at my door one mormng y

memthNmﬂ:wMuund

“He stared mthout blmhng X eould not .ndura

. Wmdmgthmnnwno-hke. Commnndooancyr

goade me say, “Bit down.” . 7
--His shoulders stiffened. - "
*“Tm in & hurry.” ;Belpohhkem nrmyoﬁcer
“4What do you want to tell me?” -
- *Do you know Buddy Nealson?” be asked.
J was lusp:mous. ‘Was this po‘htw-l mp?
mtungmy-ell'to nothmguntﬂ[knewthohndof
_geality I was grappling with. . . -
" *“He wants to see you,” . Ed Green smid,
“#What about?” I ssked, still suspicious. o
“He wants to talk with you nbout your party 3
»'Ol'k."bbll-ld. BN ' ‘;'
*I'm ill and can’t loelnm until I‘m waﬂ." I md.
-;EdGreenm)odforntracnonof.mnd 'thm :

When my chest healed. [ -ought an lppomtmmt 3
_+mwith Buddy Nealson. 'He was s short, black man ;
-=with an ever ready smile, thick lips, & furtive man- -3
~sper, and & greasy, sweaty Jook. EHis bearing was 3

. “mervous, wel{-conscious; he seemed alwayu to be bid- .

dng some deep irtitation. He spoks in sbort, jerky

‘se1 tracey, hopping nimbly from thought to thought, *}
nmcul-lom-l

8 ﬂtboughhummdworkodml&n.




[ ,nmn to BE A ACOMMUNIST
"Wo re ot ldverum&o " He spoke d:rectly :

od jntervile. Now and thet he would

mw

)

ctwato hia Bow of words by taking s nip from a

mdwmmohdmmwmdm
. }d and his talk was pitted with vague allusions to
cities. ¥ soet him fn Sis apartment, fis-

to him intently, observed him minutely, for 1
ﬁu!wlmmd‘dnludmofWoﬂd

-n,g.:g “f-

«maﬂo, Wr&ht,"he uomd. *“Tve heard cbout

" “*We're talking about two different things,” I

;#mid. *¥ou seem worried about my making Ross §
-popular because he is your political opponent. But %
“4"m not concerned about Roes's politics at all. The 3

“aman struck me as one who typified certain traits of

the Negro migrant. I’'ve elrcady sold a Itory based
"gpon an incident in his life.”
" Nealson became excited.

*What wax the incident?™ he asked.

wMMhhﬂ io alond, seemingly

u!l-hngh and as he guffawed 1 oould not tell

hmmhmdineudnmormmunt
ﬁdohnu.line-.

bpo'ht’wnhud ll:ont me s good.”

!?.-»4»*! ks

down.'ion again, nvin;mewn‘

"?Yu.ﬂwytﬂ moyou vmte.

mm’l'or ﬁe’Nu lmu about Joo Louis.
f otuff. Mﬁwn‘tﬂutdmm ve

,;ﬂ befoumwuing. “He had not asked me
Mbﬂthdhntedinamtnl.m.nngny
1 bad been told, was siated for expulsion from
party on the ground that be was “anti-leader-
mlp.l‘.ﬂd if @ member of the Communist Inter-
- igmational was asking me if I was & friend of & man
MWthmwyamngmnf
Yywloplormr

_ kly."Bmlhuhmwal mf-a.qmtewen"
-~if he tan’t your friend, how do you happen to
?ﬁmwhmonnrhuu, leughing to soften the
Mthmtothuemon. :

“~o] was writing an scoount of his Efe and I know
Muﬂ perbape, as anybody,” I told him.

;7 *1 beard about that,” he mid. *Wright. Hl-ha.
%&y !etnaullyu!):ek.iunh?"

- *Some trouble he got into when he was thirteen

“yunold"lmd

“'Oh. 1 thought it wes political,” he said, shrug-

_-gmust believe that. I'm trying to depict Negro life.”
- "*Have you finished writing about Ross?"
=% No,” I said.

“galk.” He laughed.

*“Dick,” he began, “we're short of forces. W "re  ;

;gncmg a grave crigis.”
. *“The party’s always fmng a crisig,” l md
" PBis smile left and he stared at me. -
"*You're not cynical, ere you, Dick?” he asked.
*No,” I nid

"But Pm telling you that you are wrong about
that,” I explained. “I'm not trying to fight you 3
_with my writing. I've no political ambitions. You ¢

h ropped the idea. urpn y ‘
membusweremspmousofmemd were afraid to 3

= -

“But it's the truth. Each week. |

B % O § l-nv’

'“You mlfnnnyguy." he said, laughing, mort.mg 1
«mguin. “But we've got a job to do. We're altering |
our work. Fascism's the danger, the danger now to

~ all people.”
*I understand,” I said.

v aWe've got to defeat the Fascists,” be said,

_rmmorting from asthma. *“We've discussed you and |

—tnov your abilities. 'We want you to work with us.

Al U a7

dents, club people, profemonals, middle class.

““I've been called names,” I said soltly. "Is that | _

n(ns!nng out of the narrow way?”
“Forget that,” he mid.

“He had not denicd the name-calling. *That meant 4

-ﬂﬂut if I did not obey him, the name-calling would
begm agnm

“I O 1 n "

-
ENnOW 1

*ﬂ",D:ck."te md "‘Boa ise utnondist" He
to Jet the weight of his eccusation #ink in.

o moant that Ros's militancy was extreme. *We
unists don't dramatise Nogro nationaliem,”

aidhnvoioetht hﬂtbad.muad,md

L

doyoumn?"luhd.

»:.P, ‘.I

“We want to trust you with an tm;)ortant assign- '.

~sgnent,” be said.
"™ What doyoumtmewdo?”

~SWe want you to mgamxe a committee .gamst _

ﬁlbehnghooctofhwng

~“The high cost of living?™ I uclnuned "ﬂi’hat §

do 1 Lnow about such things?™ .

e?

‘ing and get our message to the church people, stu- 3

mid open Y.




‘hport.,,- " !'3’3 ERECaE R .
“I‘ohs'n-lhnd?"lﬂhd

there you ean go to the Soviet Union.”
mlldl ul’dlihm.l'nlfmd!m’tmkelt,

W
ontbokiuummthu -nokmglilently
hld yonlmv l feel?" lulwd

nﬁo.ﬂlﬂw "!Vn;ht.yw re a fool!”
M roee. Smith tarned awsy from me. A breath
mdm-ndld:ouldhwdnvmmyﬁumw

uM m‘!"  § tnm

I stood recalling how, in nyboyhood.lwduld
hn!wghtutilblmdnnbﬂmmwd any-

ﬁmgﬁhmtbm"utlw.mmmd
mmaster of my rage, able to ecntrol the surging emo-
gions” 4 put on my hat snd walked to the door.
%m&"l-ﬂ unynd!. ﬂ)ontlatth-pt
“‘hﬁd L eV "“”E’m‘? S

”» . T

=
)

- “1 mowtlut duou-on oanght sstatement be
del’mod," Nealoon mid. - - F
" A quick vote confirmed Nealson's motion. I 3
f-boked about the silent room, then reached for my

¢ 1 jat and roec.
ouw’ll go e & Yyouth delegate,” Bmith sid.

- *] should like to go now,” I said.
No one said anything. I walked to the door and
-out into the night and & heavy burden sccmed to lift

_Jn a decent and fonhrigh manner. I had not been

Cbitter. X had not raked up & mingle recrimination.

"J had attacked no one. 1had disavowed nothing.
"+ 'The next night two Negro Communists called at 9§
-my home. They pretended to be ignorant of what -3
had bappened at the unit meeting. Patiently I i
-~pxplained what bad occurred.
"Your ltory does not lgree w:tb what Neo.lson

“And wh.lt doelNealson ny?"l uked 3

~ “He says that you are in league with a Trotskyite ¥
group, and that you made an appeal for other pnrty
_mnembers to follow you in leaving the party.” %
_#What?” I gasped. *That’s not true. I asked 7}
dh“ my mbeﬂhlp be dropped. I raised no politi- 3
.2l jssuce.” Mhat did this mean? I sat pondering.

5 ‘!.l..ook. mybelought tomake my break with the 4

D G [l : R

Hntmdedthom-nltneetmgmd asked forl '

place ob the agends, wrhich was readily granted.
Nealoon was there. Evans was there, Ed Green was
Abere. WWhen my time came to speak, T said: —
W Comrades, for the past two years I've worked
daily with most of you. Despite this, I have for
mml‘oundmy'dfmnd:ﬁcultpoumnmthe
'hchldo-otumtomtem.atvouldmeno
purpose. But I tell you honestly that I think I've

#ound » solution of my difficulty. ¥ am proposing
here tonight that my membership be dropped from
he party rolls. No ideclogical differences impel me
to sy this. T simply do not wish to be bound any
Jonger by the party’s decisions. I should like to re-
tain mymanban!upmlhooeorgamnuommwhnch

I comn

1 £ he DI

wy.p:mmmtbonugmmmm lhopethat
sr.y word« will be accepted in the gpirit in which they
mmd Porhaps sometime in the future I can meet
-nndtdkwﬂhtheladmoftheputyutowbnt
tasks I can best perform.” - -
¥ -4l sat down amid a profound -'Imoe. 'l‘hc Negro
wwocretary of the meeting looked frightened, g’lmcmg
itﬂuhon Evtm,andEdG!m

I'Il resign.” .
*“You can't remgn."lhey told me.
4 What do you mean?” I demanded.
™ No one can resign from the Communist Party.”
I Jooked at them and laughed.
“*“You're talking crazy,” I said. B
% Nealson would expel you publicly, cut the §
_;,ground from under your fect if you resigned,” they 3
“F would think that something was "%

. mng ﬂmmaone like you qmt here on the South _j
Side."” ..:
I was angry. Was the party so weak and uncer- 3

-4ain of itself that it could not accept what I had said 4

at the unit meeting? ‘'Who thought up such tactics?
Then, suddenly, 1 understood. “These were the se-

".gret, underground tactics of the political movement

of the Communists under the tsars of Old Russia! ;
“The Communis myfell that it had to assassinate ™

‘me morclly merely because I did not want 1o be 7§

. .bound by its decisions. 1 saw now that my com-
_rades weare acting out e fantasy that bad no relation 3
whatever to the reality of their environment. &
“Tell Nealson that if he fights me, then, by God, 3
Tl fight him,” I said. *If he loaves this damn thing 3
where it is, then all right. If he thinks I won't ﬁght 3
“him publicly, he's crazy!”




mln!.bmd:tofmun;nnovdmdhm
i g e from it o tabulate the price of grocerics.

M l'ound b.monm!ly to ba the on’y lnems",

.49 wehieving discipline. In short, Neslson had asked 8
“tame directly if 1 were 3 Communist or mot. I
Z*‘b!nudhbea&mmunm.htmyhndoﬂ}om- 3

.7 iepunist, Imtedtuhpopnplululmp. awaken

write. J dou’t want to ssk for special favors, but
#'m in the midst of a book which I hope to complete

"‘ll i DOIG 3

~ awould only Imne
M‘NW.TM in that eategory. Yet X think I

“I’lloa-gmm&heoomm:ttaeahd tnm it over to ‘ :
" someone else,” 1 suggested. ¥
. - *“You don't want to do this, do you?” he ukod

#n six months or so. Let me convince mywelf that I'm

with you all the way.” -
i "#Mhmmglnlﬁlehn'md waving
1 RN ¥ a&n [ﬂ BCEE LD 1

i3 thotgh 1o brgah

m ph. hm.?,ouw;ottogettothem-uof
s e ._,x,..“,:,,_l L
5% You've seen some of my -ork:"g n.ld “Jm‘

" %No,” I said firmly.
'Whntwuldyouhkcwdoontbeﬂouth&de 3
“athen?” . ¥
"I’d EkeboqmmNecro artmtn."lmd

*’ﬁmhowmg tbat behd nomtanuono!‘luung

umae go after ] had organized the committes. I wanted
uﬂhlmthntlmthmuxh.lmtlwnotmdy
ﬁo@gmﬂtmmahﬂd Imtout.augrymth i

: 3mwwmu;htommtwbung
r"wmunhm?“ TReR *ihh{
“Thcmm‘tdqlmthm&dm"'he

N3 ;
R u “‘.‘m...

damid. .
= *';lhybo l doa’t belong in the plrty."z{ mud it

_emywelf, angry with him, sngry with the party. Well, 4
“24 had not broken the decision, but acither had 1 |
Wtoditwboﬂy 1 bad dodged, trying to save

4*‘, £

;'1'1,"\5’-»-" = ,..rﬁ Ry

m:;forwntmg mnewthmk. e

'nol Don‘thy"’lht,'&emd.boﬂmg“ﬂe P

Watme. ““¥ou're blunt.” 5y -
'.,.Iputthn;utbewnylfedlbem

: 1Imd "l
%ttoltutmnghtnthyou.‘rwhdtoodmn I

ud:mzylmublemthepa.rly R
‘ -ﬂe laughed and lit & cigarette. . ;. -,
. Dick,” 4o suid, shaking his head, %ithe trouble

,'.:f. A:’uhyou iutlnt youvebeenuound mth tbow

‘ mtﬂk!ike em. ‘Youve;otloknowyourown
~” yapeople.” .-

| - . .
J0 U VA SV [T

..

w!hmklhowthem“lmd.mdmng thntl
0}d pover really talk with him." *I've been inside

*htel\ouruofthemght,ukmgputmdmu-ons. )
_sor lending myselfl generally along with other Com- 3y
munmumludmgthepeople of the South Side. We 3
debeted tbe ltousmg ntuatxon. the best means of b

Jﬂluons among Negroas. I gmtad my teet.h a8 the

" igdsily mueorporkdmpumubuhtad,hnmio 3

be at home with my writing. :
" Nealson was cleverer than Iacd hemfrontod me §

‘three !‘otuﬂuof tbeNegmes homeson theSouth
ide.” ..
But you ve got to work wn.h em," l:la md

mewkmgwthﬂoasuntillwususpected I

“before 1 had a chance to confront him. I was sum- 3
- moned one night to meet Nealson and & *friend.”

' “AWhen I arrived &t & South Side botel I was intro- '3

duced tos lbort. sallow man who eo.rned lmme!f

dqdemded that you are to accept this task.” |
.»d was silent. ¥ knew the meaning of what he had

‘

N “‘~Dxck." he cpoke nmusiy now, “the pnrty has

puraed a6 tbough he were mgaged Ty porpeuul k-

. thought. He swaggered when ho walked. He spoke -4
. ~alowly, precisely, trying to charge each of his words 3

" with more meaning than the words were able to 3

[ 0 'Md A decision was the highest injunction that a

~#Communist could receive from his party, and to

o “:“break a decision was to break the effectiveness of

‘#the party’l sbility to act. dn principle I hearuly
greed Imh tltns. for l I:new thnt at was unpomble

_,..Sgﬁ-cuon Oppneuod for conturics, divided, hOpelcss,

%orruptad, mmled they were cynical —as 1 bad

ioarry. He talked of trivial things in lofty tones. He )
.said that his name was Smith, that be was from 3
“*YWaghington, that he planned to launch a netional
rgnmnuon unong Negroes to fedenlue lﬂ nnnt»

, ofac.:on Thethmoofunuutnuhh.&ungm 3
-.another, I knew that another and last offer was
_.sbout to be made to me, and nfldndmtameptlt- -

thcmwouldbeopennrﬁre- BRI o |




lly comrades had known me, my ﬁmﬂy. my
fnend- they, God knows, had known my aching

] " _gpoverty. But thoy had never been able 10 sonquer
" theu l'eu oftbe hdnrndnal way in which 1 acted
%to my I:onel .

a1

wmdhvothmwudnpon. lwuooa- :
" winoed that we had a rare chanos to build a genuine 3
Negmtheater 1 convoked a meeting and introduced |
» Negro comapany, telling them that "8
‘bmnmmwboknewthethuter.whowuldhd i
them toward serious dramatica. DeSheim made & .
spooch wherein hs said that ho was not at the |
thottartoduucut.buttohelpthequoumdlmt 1
Hespoke 30 mp Y and soguent r

and applauded him. -
1thcnpmudlypnmdout copies of Paul Green's |

"'Hmhﬂan.Sntodlmbenofthemm- 3

- "ﬂ wa transferred by the relief authoritics from the
. ~fBouth Side Boys’ Club to the Federa] Negro Theater
. :>%o0 work as & publicity agent. There were days when
"i‘?!mmtdyhungryforthomtmalymtht
mol‘thpn.rty’amhfqnmofclmxuud
"k he Federal Negro Theater, for which I was doing
Nidty,hdmnlnriuofordinryphyu.allof

m):._l&m;gdmdmgm Isat down §
%0 enjoy adult Negro dramstics. But something 3
went wrong. The Negroes stammersd and faltered
in their lines. Finally they stopped reading al- }
togednr DeSheim looked frighteoed. One of tho |

a7 0 RCUD DN

o “Mr. DoShelm."honm."mthnkthnphyu |

- indeceat. We don’t want to act in & play like this ¢

. before the American public. I don’t think any such 3

oonditions axist in the South. Ilived in the South

3fangle scenes, spiritvals, and sll. For eumple. the

“”""-ukmny white woman who directed it, an elderly .
5« type.wuldukeaplqwh-echno-

q_u"f .
Age-. and recast lt in urnu ofSouthu-n Nogro hfe

. .wiith overtones of African backgrounds. Contem-
.=porary plays dealing realistically with Negro life

""ii

““i4swere spuamed as being controversial. There were

_and I psver saw any chain gangs. Mr. DeShaim.wo :

“want & play that will make the public love us.” .. 'l
*What kind of play do you mt?" DeShmm

hoked up tbeu' reoords and found thll moal of thbm k
“had spent their lives playing cheap vaudeville. Fhad
thought that they played vaudeville because the }
. Jegitimate theater was barred to them, and now jt

. wmbout forty Negro actors and actresses in the thea-

" #er, Jolling about, yearning, disgruntled.
-What a waste of talent, 1 thought. Here was an
portumty for the pmduchon of a wrth-wh:le

’ %e utuauon, then lmd the snatter before whne

fnends of mine who held influential positions in the _

. ““"“Worh Progress Administration. I asked them to
“aweplace the white woman —including her quaint

turned out they wanied none of the legitimate the- §
ater, that they were scared spitless at the proepects §
of appearing in a play that the public might not like, 1
even tbough thoy did Bot undemand that pub!:c :

l felt — but only Mponnly —_ that perhaps tho _
-whites were right, that Negroes were children and §
would never grow up. DeSheim informed the com- #
_pany that he would produce any play they liked, $

e wmesthelic motions — with someone who knew the

" ~Negro and the thoater. Thoy promised me that they
‘\muld ect. -

“nhm a month the wlule woman du'eclor had

I.he Loop -nd were bou.ned in » ﬁr-t-nto theuer

v 5. 4 succcasfully yecommended Charles DeSheim, a
" alented Jew, as director. DeSheim snd I held long
.. ™alks during which I outlined what I thought could

and thoy st like frightened mice, possessing no 3
words Lo make known their vague desires. i

When I arrived at the theater a few mornings
lnter. I was homﬁed to ﬁnd that the eompany had

”Mhm I was uked to sign the peuuon nnd IA-
““Don’ t you know your fnends?" 1 asked them. 3
They glared at me. I called DeSheim to ths the-_

:':,. ~-be accomplished. T wrged that our hrst ofloring
» ﬂ(gould be a bill of lhraeono-act plays, including Puul

ater and we wont into a Irantic eonjerence.
“What must I do?™ he asked. . .
“Take them into your ooafidence,”” I said. -J-et

them know that it is their right to petition fora




- thought &
uly.h.ﬂnﬂedth

they had & yight e gedﬁon Aguinet him if they
mn’ted o, but that ho thodghtiny
dngs dlltm

w%w

and told them that

¢

?a:on;ﬁNIST ,

wwlﬁdwthatlmghthmvhat
to muofthomhngdm '
Ilthey talked, my old Jove of witneasing some-
new came over me. I wanted to see this trial,

misundorstand-
bo ssttled snicothly. il 5 bat ¥ did pot want to mk bang placad on th

wynlf e

’ihthiuoﬁbﬁulplm

v u.tnoandoummulﬂwudledy
e -uuwmh@?m".m
girl yelled, ™ ¥ L T el HE N -

mmmuddmﬂonoqummume i

hmyﬁeandwkul&urpocketkmvutnd
flashed them I my face. .y aiv 0 o 5 P
m..‘uaphnd'thjobbefmnmm
Wﬁl”mﬂld ir
ldninmntm Wamﬂmwm
othu'pb.ﬂrmh-nrdered-
ﬂiﬁhmv—hthmbﬁammdlm

gimmm“Wedwolhndludmth our

soparate'ways “F e r Ltk U
’q-mﬁendbluhmwuhhum-
cél pompany as & publicity agent and 1 gesolved to °

hepnyidm»-;d!‘. u.buw.towmotban '

avening & group 6f Negro Comm wniste called
at my homwe and asked to speak to me in strict se-
mﬂmltbmhtommmndlubdthe

;::’1 .
’l

you wutmd anem Bunday e

MWhy?"d asked. *F'm nolongerlmanbu' L

m-aﬂndlt.”ynntmwbemt.
M'-ld- e Tt e TV ES T
mmnnmdon't.q:uktomondwmt, b |
said. gﬁow.chydommtmentamoeung?"
g‘heylmlged. They did not want to tell me.
un‘tl.dlma.thmlmtoome,"dmd
- nd finally
doadedwuhmhwtbeumﬁdmce
?anupuwhund"jheymd
fjﬂﬁht?" i e R
They wecited llnn;liltd'pohua] oﬁ'enmof
which they alleged that be was guilty. . :v;.-f__
1 But what bas that got to do with me?” .
U { you come, you'll find out,” sbey said. *-
ﬁnnou.htnlve. 'l waid, dnumcwm
Y ere Lhey 4rying 80 Jure me 0 a trial and

Meal-

mnadmrgel. !f Id:owed ap nt tlus tnnl n would
‘soem that I am.” : -
*“No, it won't. Pleasc come.”
- *All right. But, listen. If I'm tricked, ¥'ll thl -
"¥ou hear? I don’t trust Nealson. I'm not & politi- -
/eeian and I cannot anticipate all the funny moves of 3
*amwho-pendnhumhnghouuplomng
m-tndtook phoe that fonowmg Sundny af- 4
,pmbontthemeatmglnll utt.hedoors,downthe '
_~-street, and along the hallways. When I appeared, I §
~uras ushered in quickly. 4 was tense. It wes a rule 1
thntonoeyohhadenlerednmcemngofthmhndyou -
“tepould not leave until the meeting was over; it was }
'furedthatyonmghtgomthepohcomddenounce
?;thanlll. 3
%lhemned,ntl!onettnublemthefmnt '

Mlmnldnotuupofeelmgthathem;oyed tlus 4
s%MWmWMWghtﬁm other-
swrise bleak existence. -3
" +dn trying to grasp why Communms bated mtel- 2
“Jectuals, my mind was led back sgain to the acoounts }
iJ had vead of the Russian Revolution. fhere had }
~existed in Old Russia millions of poor, ignorant peo- 3
ple who were explo:led by e few educated, arrogant

‘&mmunnta to associate hetraynl with intellectual-
* 4am. But there existed in the Western world an ele- §
anent that baffled and frightened the Communist
" Party: the qprevalence of self-achieved Literacy. }

" -Fven u Negro, entrapped by ignorance and exploita-

‘éuon ~— s X had been, — could, if he had the will
-and the love for it, learn to read and to understand
<the world in which he lived. And it was these peoplo 5
.that the Commumm oould not understand.

-y

-»‘The trial began ine qmet., mforma‘l manner. The j
. +»gomrades acted like a group of neighbors sitting in j
s§udgment upon one of their kind who had stolen & 3
Hehxcken wAnybody ootild ask and get the foor. :
" “There was abeolute freedom of speech. Yet the }
-Qneetmg had an amazingly formal structure of its
aown.cuructmethnt'entudwp uthedenre of.-
m to live together. . :

e:pdnn? ToFhis grial might-turn out 4o be mine.” .
“bycmﬁlxlbeyhtdmmunmﬂdphang

meontml.thtﬂnpn.ny‘uﬂywudmm

Am«mbnroftheCmtnlOoumttaeoftbeCom—-,
a'lmnut Party soee and gave & description of the
mrld situation. He -poke without emotion and .




hndubootfﬂo h“’ﬁo
h-p on umﬁ%'uum;ym wonse

{, had been obliterated. tothowuldmh .

[ " m'M -
roct M@mhﬂm LR,
. W&rum;ﬁo&&wh
.“*FH"  workors” state u., 2
D M“Whhm ;
md’am'ndduunilonhw
%ﬂdhmﬂdmhﬁmnﬂﬁem

jr oﬁtmbc’hmhdutyumb 'dm”uuwwuukﬂntﬁoywuﬁmthn
Ehhd&‘uhnhh-m&doh! ee hdtbymmc-adthh 1
humtnhrd&eﬂnmmmhnyﬁu
, made him confess, but & fear 6f ghe ponishment”
& ' ' hat be would exact of himself that mads him tell of
m-m Bide, s Negro population, their Hiihis Wrongdoings. Whe Communists had talked to'
mgnd.hndmp-.ﬁhudthubwthai m antil they had given him now syes with which to
D mmmmmmm dliwes bis own grime. nd then thoy sat back and kis-
mnd described the tasks of the Communist Party of od to him tell how he had ecred. He was one with i
he South Side. Wt last, the world, the astional, and the members there, Fegardless of race or color; §
he foca! pictures had been $used into one over- m&uﬂwthnnndthﬂrhmml\m and 3
holming dnmdmrdurnggloin which every- Mwnmm&u&atmuofhnﬁipwitho&n;
od “This presenta- - t degree of ononcss, or when & trial has made him |
on had lasted for more than three hours, but it bad ki aftor he has been sundered from them by wroug-
thmmdumnnneol’mhtyhthohurbof idoing, ‘thea he snust riss and say, out of & pense
 present, & sease of man on earth AVith the thodaoputmhty‘hthowdd &J'mgm‘!ty ;
pxooption of the church and its myths and legends,  ‘difforgive me.” T, "% T gl shn s TRV syl
aras po agency in the wordd so capable of ‘.":I‘hu,tome.vunmeleofdory-mdm'-
. :h\lhn;mfed;beuuhandﬁapopkuponn ﬂbeum:thdmndunnodma.mumﬂmd :
thecnmmunut“l'urty Ry :g ggnonnt.lldtthat&mtw-doofhormr
] “'ﬁ'owudmngtbed:mm-gdmnou ¢ Slindness of their dimited lives —Tives trun-
“?uemde,notby(hohdmoftbepny.butby é‘btadmdnnpovemhodIurthotu)pranmontl:roylml
_ q@mn-aﬁmds,thonyhohwhmbuﬂltm ‘@puflered long before they had ever beard of Com- 3¢
. ! - -idgrushing. Ro-wilted.“ﬂuemohomwuldnotmthw*mnm——mdotbunﬂ;mkthst!mhthihur
) wthewu;htﬂdwmdmm. No one'was Mﬂ. American life had 80 eorrupted their eon-
: wd jnto giving ’hl‘omuonuunstiqm. that they were unable to recognixe their
. pvait'ﬂlmgly.lﬂmldntu. conversations, ° when they saw them. J knew that if they had 28
nes. Whe black mam of Row's mongdomg mupowulghouldhnwhmdoduadguﬂ
slowly and irrefutably. <5 50 -__.»:Sbfuummdmymmnmu!dhnm
"hmtmbrno-tode&nd lumself Wlhowlhlt&eyfdt,mthﬂlthomh 4




Uotl:ln;."hmd. huxhn;" e | dnnk!mder—
what's happening here. I‘muotgomgmiot
#sthen drive you off this job.”
ﬂ&lﬂhﬂhmmdmtoptothedoor ﬁomo-
hhmdlhdnotmdod right. l tumad
"“"l'ggb?"lmlod “Wlntdoyou menn?

gt _M'!Mﬂﬂluhn; 22 You wean 1o sy that you don't know?” be

'.' d st gach ol _ : Knuwwht? Whureyouulhnglbout?"
L ,-“‘ﬁ“up.immnmm “"'»Whydidyouluvethel?odathenghutu?“
u.dndtpbulbﬁnﬂh-ohhw ;-.Jhdnoublom Mdmvomooﬂ'ths;oh. 4

“ u'hn.m‘dmtm ol hdluthar Zaithe Negroes did.”

soide. ‘Wl D" L ¢ L Ulnd you don't think that they had say eo-
] - ' t?"bukodmeuommﬂy v

“Finll wat “Fhis was deadly. I gaped at him.
:: ""Iou noedn t Iu.r bere,” be snid. “l’ou work.

"'Itthrdtobdnmtbat."lmurmumd ‘
) "ﬂ"'!'orgot ft,hemid. - - B
d  from th . "#3But the worst was yet to come. Onodnyntnoon_'
sdght and smid to my- +1 closed my desk and weat down in the elevator.
thymaotlor “¥Whea T reached the first floor of the building, T saw
gt e -7 picket line moving to and fro in the streets. Many 1
“iﬁﬂtbmsadwmnanymgphmrdsmold ;
? +jflkiends of wine, and they were chanting for higher ]
o A% £ v Arges for Works Progress Administration ertistsand
tbutl 1 was ‘pwriters. Jt was not the kind of picket line that one
w;&&wwﬂﬁl’mw 1 fgeras mot supposod o orom, and as I started away
tried go Ners ﬁywmm *ﬁmdndowlburdmymedwutad —
mimmmu&ommmma - [“There’s Wright, that goddamn Trotsky:te!” E
a..g—nurutyud they &ept their revolu. “'Wekmyou.you--—-—!" ‘-‘:
Sionary yows that restrained them from speaking to - S Wright's & traitor!” :
of the working olass. "4 sat beside them in Pﬂornmmmtttmedth:tleeuedmhm I
0 plffion, ste Bext $0 them in restsurants, and rode g,ﬁndnowruebedtbupomtwhaelmoumddoud
q:ﬂhhﬂodwlmﬁthﬁun.but they “ﬁnthebu-y:tmtsofAmmaanoond-lugest uty
dlways booked straight ahead, ‘wordlessly. —atlhookmeunothmgobahnd E
_ mmummmhahmthl S
wuh.ain;wdtuytmdmht. ’**D.ynp-ed. !eontmued on my ,ob wberel -
ny[mhm‘pliﬁnldlﬁwltm.muommg “dfunctionsd as the shop chairman of the union which
ﬁomud'mm)wtﬂhﬂmmwhu :'ghldhdpodtoorganwe,thoughmyelacuonmshop :
TR L8 : »7iphairman had been bitterly oppowed by the party.”
‘m:;hqummmthnmject?” lin their efforts to nullify my influence in the union,
R the asked DI Ee AT L -~y old comrades were willing to kill the union itsclf.
: dm‘tbow)"{mdmy?"' - ‘h “JAs May Day of 1936 approached, it was voted by 1
) .ﬂ..,,woughthhdwtmn."&e und w{ﬁheumonmemberdup that we should march in the
*EWM do you mean?™ .7 oA :  “<4public procession. ‘On the morning of May Day I §
Sompeophmuhn;prurmomlontho "Aweceived printed instructions as to the time and place 3
: pwnd &at’umhcompotmt,'hmd Memourumon vontingent would assemble to join |
QHWL:INM? F L ‘ 5 parade. At noon I hurried to the spot and found
enmedmtnlofmyantwh'lowmnde& Ye& “Zhat the parade was already in progress. in vain I |
Mmotothlt.‘ﬂ'hoymu’mgwukethe . smoarched for the banners of my union local. ‘Where ]
Mmt.fnymth. SL ' . #grere they? I went up and down the streets, aslcu:g
%Whtdongnpontodonbouuhwmm- afor the location of my local.  * - i
J asked, - "'-Oh. that local's gone ﬁfteen minutes ago u
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.Negro told me. “If you're going to mrch. yﬁU’d
better fall in somewhere.”

Mntmmgwdwimn Y coudd
B0t quite believe what had happened, ew:nt.bo th

- o
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I thanked him and walked through the milling
crowds. Suddenly I heard my name called. J turned.
To my left was the Communist Party's South Side
sec*ion, lined up and ready to march.

“Come here!™ an old party friend called to me.

1 walked over to him.

“Aren’t you marching today 1" he asked me.

*I missed my union local,” I told him.

“What the hell,” he said. “March with us.”

my hands were smarting and bleeding. 1 had
suffered & public, physical assault by two white,
Communists with black Communistz looking on. I

oould not move from the spot. I was empty ofnny‘

idea about what to do. But I did not fec bclhgerent..
I had outgrown my childhood. 1
Suddenly, the vast ranks of the Communist P
began to move. Scarlet banners with the bam
and sickle emblem of world revolution were lifted,

“I don’t know,” [ said, remembhering my last visit
to the headquarters of the party, and my status as
an “enemy.”

“This is May Day,” he mid.
mh'l

“You know the trouble I've had,” 1 md

“That's nothing,” he said. “Everybody’s mamh—
hg May »

“I don't think I'd better,” I snid, shaking my

“Get into the

and they fluttered in the May breeze. Drums beat.

Voices were chanting. The tramp of many feet

shook the earth. A long line of set-faced men and
women, white and biack, Blowed past me.

I followed the procession to the Loop and went

" into Grant Park Plaza and sat upon a bench. 1 was

not thinking; I could not think. But an objectivity

" of vision was being born within me. A surging sweep |
" of many odds and ends came together and formed an

bead. B
“Are you scared ?” he asked, *This is May Day.”
He caught my right arm and pulled me into line
beside him. Istood talking to him, asking him sbout
his work, about common friends.
*Get out of our ranks!” & woice barked.’ :
‘Y turned. A white Communist, » leader of the dis-
trict of the Commnaunist Party, Cy Perry, & slender,
close-cropped fellow stood glmng at me.

“‘l’ ‘n " -
LD IXIATICH 1g.

"Gel out!” he lhouled.

*1 was invited here,” I said.

I turned to the Negro Communist who had in-
vited me into the ranks. ] did not want public vio-
Jence. I looked at my friend. He turned his eyes
sway. He was afraid. I did not know what to do.

*You asked me to march here,“ | md to him.

He did not answer, :

“I'm asking you for the last time to get out of
wour ranks!” Cy Perry shouted.

1did not move. I had intended to, but I was beset
by s0 many impulses that I could not act. Another
white Communist eame to assist Perry. Perry

- caught hold of my collar and pulled at me. I re

sisted. They beld me fast. I struggled to free myself.
“Turn me loose!” ] gaid.

- 10 live at all,

“attitude, a perspective. *They're blind,” I'said to
«nywelf. *Their enemies have blinded them with too
wmuch oppmn"{ht:ugamuudlhurdl
song floating out over the sunlit air; —

“*Arise you pris'ners ‘of starvation!”

"1 remembered the stories I bad written, t}zesto-
ries in which I had assigned a role of honor and glory }
to the Communist Party, and I was gind thnt they

i

el € Uown hli K Aarnd ll fus 1§

knew in my heart that I should never beuble to write
that way again, should never be able to feel with
that simplc sharpness about life, should never again |
express such passionate hope, should never again
make 80 total a commitment of faith.

“A bdlcrwoﬂdsmbtrlh ‘
Tbe pmmon still passed. Banners still ﬂoated.‘

I beaded townrd homc :]one. really alone now,
telling myself that in ali the sprawling immensity
of our mighty continent the least-known factor of
living was the human heart, the least-sought goal of
being was a way to live & human life. Perhaps, I
thought, out of my tortured feelings I could fling = §
spark into this darkness. T would try, not because |
¥ wanted to but because I felt that 1 had toif 1 wcre

Hands lifted me bodily from the sidewalk; I felt
myvwelf being pitched headlong through the air. [
saved myself from lending on my head by clutching

a curbstone with my hands. «flowly I rose and .
- stood. Perry and his assistant were glaring at me,
. 'The rows of white and black Communiste were Jook-

"I would hur! words into this darkness nnd mt '
for an echo; and if an echo sounded, no matter how
faintly, I would send other words to tell, to march, ]
to fight, to create a sense of the lumger for Life
that gnaws in us all, to keep alive in our hearts &

-gense of the me.xprembly human. 4
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. ’ « o TO0 ¢ Dir'ctor’ BRI DATE: rlbr'llll'y 26' 19‘5
{ PlOH* ““ SAC, New York City '
e '
-T e SUBJECT: RICHARD FRATHANIEL WRIGHT

-k SECURTTY MATTER C b‘)o

(Bureau file 100=157454 ) |

Reference is made to the report of Special Agent
w made at New York City on September 5, 1944 entitlsd RICHARD
RUTSAN JEL WRIGHT ; INTFRNAL SECURITY C. This;report sets ocut s lead for the
New York Field Division, "After careful condideration interview the subject
WRTCHT concerning M s association with th¢/ Communist Party."

After very careful consideratiop it is felt inadvisable to
interview WRIGHT particularly &a the lnsis of s brezk with the Communist Party,
as appears from his recent articles in the/Atlantic Monthly Magazine, is the

\re

W h
A

- omunist Party's fallure to be sufficliently radicsl and militant with respect _
g -fc.?ff}\'g advancement of the Kegro. Ihese articles also Indicate a complete
ki dfsepproval by WRIGHT of the American way of life,
- Also considered in arriving at the decision not to interview

WRIGHT are the facts that he has been classified 4~F due to severe psycho-neurosis
and his contacts with his Local Selective Service Board have reflected his
interest in the problem of the Negro to be almost an obsession,

In visew of the subject’s public break wth the Commurd st Party,
he is no longer being carried as & Key Pigure by the New York Field Divisionm,
however; & Security Index Card on him is being maintained by the New York Office

_I due to his Wm problem. ‘
' V-’( The only infopfation secured by this office concerning WRIGHT
a

t has not already been |[feported is that he was listed as a member of the
__YNational Committee of the/International Lebor Defense in a pemphlet entitled,
4Egual Justice and Democriacy in the Service of Victory," published by the
Internstional Labor Defense in September 1944. WRIGHT'S residence address has
“been verified as Apt. C-23, 89 Lefferts Place, Brooklyn, New York, as of

February 15, 1945.

This investigetion is being placed in a closed status by the
New York Field Division, In the event further investigation becomes necessary, -
it wil]l be reported under & Security Matter C character,

et Al a8 . -
V}"F F’EE '.{‘Pn[?thII’ O,N CON TA!NED kRCORDED /,L—’ '/{Z{.{ #- / g
| D fzf‘o'é -’;"-“fi—"l"lED INDEXED, ‘1: . I'Q!ES-‘.S ¥
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. New Times

E "~ N BLACK BOY, lschm-g Rright has writ-
. ten 3 furious snd Verrilving story of ihe
: impact of the Jimcrow system upon human
'-hem:tinthedeepSouLh The result & &
’ a pirture which challenges America.
There may be exaggerations fn the book.
_ Many of the Incldents may Moy
be highly SOctional, and § -
never really happened o0
Wright. But wha! difference

e - goes that make if ther hap-

f = - -

- ~-; pened to some other young !
. . Negro. The point is that
7 they should not happen to
o : : any Negro and the eondi-

. tions which corrode the Ne-

§ro family must be eliml-
natex!. For they victimize
not only the Negro citizen; they suflocate the
pooy whites to 8 more or less degree, and
retagd the development of the whole South.
It does no good to yun away frowm this
ssseptial significance of the beok for the
purpose of grappling with the secondary ss-
= pects, some of which are cobtained in the
book, and others of which surround the
suthor's views and his writing of the book.
It is of supreme importance that this mein
picture of the life and death of the Negro
*+ - . aunder the relgn of white supremacy should
¢ hit America with full force. For it concerns
- . America, Any attemp! to bypass this over-ail
piciure will Jessen its force and thereby lead
to an underestimation of its starkness and
blunt the sharp need for correctives. When
this matn picture 1 changed in jts principal
ouilines, the derivative secondary aspects wili
disappear. But until #t does, naturally there
are going to be all kinds of corfagion, badly
. f T .

-
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by Benjomin J. Davis, Jr.

focused perspectives, and mlsludln( ambigul-
tiez and eonclusions—many #f which mar
Black Boy.
- » -
book tz intensely subjective. In fact,
it & Umited by its subjectiveness. But
people are not born subjective, and it & clear
thst & young Negro who has to run the
muntiet of every type of oppression—just
short of lynching—has subjectiveness forced
into his marrow. This heavy pressure pushes
him to view the world in which he lives
entirely through glazses colored by hiz own
personal suffering from national oppression,
which suffering in one form or sncother he
meets every day. Those who complain of
that intehse gubjectivity are forever stopped
fromm dolng ap, unless they realize what
brought it about, and also help to eradicate
the disessed soll from which it grows.
It is important, however, that ‘this sub-

© jectiveness be overcome. It can be done and

is being done mince there are new trends and
factors which make the overcoming possible.
It iz also necessary to overcome it Jest one
fall into the trap of frustration and defeat-
ism which the white supremacy forces have
set. Black Boy smays some wholly unacceptabie
things about the Negro's capacity for genuine
emotion. Here the author's subjectivity has
overcome reality. For the truly remarkable
achievement of the Negro is that be has
made such singular contribiutlons to Americs
—culturally and musically and in all other
fields—despite the system of national opprex-
son which tends to thwart his every effort.
‘The polnt ls: Wil Wright himsdi{ be able
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Some Impressiens .
Of:‘ﬁ,lack Boy

to overcome thiz Mmitation of mbjecti;i::-
imposed upon him in order that he may™sec
clearly, and participate with, the forces which
would destroy the myth of white supremac:.
Inasmuch &5 Wright has attained fters—
prominence, and some circles have thrust upor
him the mantie of spokesman for his people
henbmcmmustmnnum:clmhud.

'I‘H!'.RE s no doubt that Wricht wields a
briliant and stormy pen. Pew story telles:
are hir equal. But iz this sufficient whern
there are brilliant writers on both mides of
the barricades. It Is vitally important that
the artist who reflects and the artist who sees
Tthe way out should be one and the same
person. For both these factors exist in the
objective real world, outside one's self, Jim-
crow is here, yet Jimcrow is also being driven
defented from the scene. Life 1= not static
o+ Oope has to see both §o be reslistic, and o
shape the future.

Wright does not see the positive, construc-
tive side, and therefore the mirror of his per
does hot give a complete picture. He omits
the biggest pew thing which 15 happenirg I
the world today—the main progressive cur-
rents from which even the Bouth i no
immune. Apparently he is isolated from thecr
developments—and far removed from the pec-
ple. Buch isclationism can lead to stagnation
—to form without content. It & pretty dot-
cult to see what happened in 1915 §f one'y
isclated from 1945. While Wright is, of course
not responsible for Black Boy conditions, hy.
is. however, responsible for his own melomntar)
act of withdrawal from the ! ‘which ere

amang the Jeaders of the t.jgra RIS
world. Heunbhme

This is 8 clipping from‘

page sec, of/
5

R
pate_ Y - /-4 57
Clipped at the sezt of
Government /




X

. - . - .
- P C’ ol
RIC'HARD WRIGHT is s Lo,

the suthor of one of the MOSL Wige[y read
and hotly debated novels of recent years,

“™Native Bon,” an acknowledged leader of his race.

But the way was Jong and the road was rocky.
Not very, mahy yeart sgo he was just “s black
boy in Miseisaippi,” which means few men in
the world have Begun life under a burden of
graver handicaps or
faced more difficult
obstaclea. That he has
gone 80 far, sccom-
plished a0 much, en-
titles Mr. Wright to
an honored rank
among that tradition-
ally American select
group, the “self-made
men.” His success
story does him great
credil. The troubles
he knew in his child-
hood and youth were
terrible, the wounds
he received deep. He
carries indelible acars
B and atill burns with
Richard Wright bitter fury. The life
he knew as a child is
not over. It has not changed. Hundreds of thou-
sands of other little black boys are enduring it
today. Buch a life i5 usually completely outside
the comprehension of white Americans, elther
Bouthern or Northern. But th who eare to
can now share ft, in Mr, Wrighot"Nl\nck Boy:
A Record of Childhood and Yeuth.”* .

This s & story from America's own lower
depths. No nostalgic memories of childhood are
these, no sentimental yearnings for Innocent
years when the hills were so much higher, Mr.
Wright's childhood waa an obacene and monstrous
nightmare, a malign inferno that might well
haye destroyed him utterly. He survived, but
not unscathed. “Black Boy” is not the work
of an objective artist or of an open mind. It
could not have been. The neuroses, the over-
emphasis, the lack of balance gnd the emotion
recollected in turmoll are the bitter fruit of an
old injustice.

Showsg Harsh Dramatic Power

Mr. Wright (n this explosive autobiography
does not suggest any constructive means for
impraoving the lot of the Kegro in this country.
Like Lillian Bmith, he can onhy display suffer-
ing and cruelty with harsh dramatic power, he

. ean-only arouss anger and sympathy. If snough

such books are written, {f enough millions of
people read them, maybe, some day, fn the full-
ness of time, there will be a greater understand-
ing and a mors true democracy.

Richard Wright grew up in the slums of Mem-
Sme—— -

*BLACK- BOY: 4 Record of Ckildhood snd Youlh.
By Richard Wright. 238 papes. Harper. J2.50.
et
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phis and in the rural slums «_ ... wions ana of
Mississippl nesr Jackson. His father desarted
his mother, so the poverty he knew was double
the usuai Jot. The twe dominant influences of
his childhood were hunger and fear, & gnawing
bunger that kept him weak and half-starved and
a fear that grew and multiplied and filled his
entire life. He feared his mother's anger, the
whippings of his uncles and aunts, the abuse of
other children, ghosts, white men with their in-
explicable and capricious cruslties, fear itsslf,
Terror was his companion night and day, violence
the norm of all experience. ¥oul language and
foul habits, ignorance and superstition, primitive
religious fanaticism surrounded him on all sides.
The proud, sensitive, intelligent child looked up
from below at a grotesque, outrageous world.
Some of the evils he knew were caused by
poverty and ignorance slone and would not have
been much different in Ireland or Iran. But
even ihese evils were intensified by the shib-
boleth of color and many cothers were caused by
race alone, Mr. Wright's uncle was murdsred
by & white man and no one dared even to protest.
A boyhood acquaintance was lynched. He learned
to be servile and obsequious, to say “sir” to
drunken and contemptible white men, to con-
cea] his thoughts and emotions beneath a mask
of humble good humor and deference. Not to
do »o, to forget the *air’ or the “mister,” to
aspire to learn a skilled trade, to show resent-
ment of gneers, tondescension and abuse, was

to invite “trouble.” And trouble could mean death,

Author Distoris Bleak Story

*Biack Boy” only takes Mr. Wright into his
iate teens when he escaped to Chicago. His ex-
periences there and in radical politics will doubt-
less be material for another book. It could con-
ceivably be an intellectually more interesting
book, ene more concerned with thought and jdesas.
But it could hardly be & more emotionally dread-
ful one. Part of the raw ghock of “Black Boy™
fs caused by Mr. Wright's excessive determina-
tion to omit nothing, to emphasize mere filth
This springs from a lack of artistic discrimina-
tion and selectivity. He has not added to
bleak tragedy of his story; he has only dis
1t and confused it with such material

It 18 also obvious in reading “Black Boy,” snd
Mr. Wright admits {t, that his is not m typical
story. He felt isolated from Negroes as well as
from whites; other Negroes resented their lot
but did not feel at al] so acutely as he did. Per-
haps with the hindsight of the years in which
he hea brooded and with a natural literary in-
stinct to capitalize and dramatize his emotions
Mr. Wright has exaggersted his sufferings, It
would be only human if he had.

“Black Boy“ has Httle subtlety, lttle Hght and
shade, no restraint. It iz written in a continu-
ously strained and feverish manner. It is over-
written. But it is powerful, moving and horrity.
ing. It is certain to be extrusageadl; praised
and roundly condemned. It will be widely resd.
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Directar, FBI DATE: April 17, 19L5
”LFROM : SAC, New York
SUBJECT: RICHATD KATHANIEL WHIGHT -

SECURITY MATTER - C
(Bureau File 100—157h§14)

Reference is made to New York letter to the Bureau dated February 26,
1945 in the captioned matter wherein it was pointed out that in view of the
subject's public break with the Communist Party, he is no longer being carried
as a key figure by the New York Field Office, but that a Security Index card
on him was being maintained by this office. This statement was made in error
in view of the fact that although the New York Office recommended to the
Bureau by letter dated June 28, 15LlL that a Security Index Card be prepared on

the subject, no authorization was actually received by the Bureau to prepare
such a card. ’

Therefore, no Security Ind2x card is being maintained in the New
York Office on the subject unless contrary advice is received from the Bureau,

ALL {FonATIEN CONTAINED &
KER"... 13 UNCLASSIFIED |
UATE #-25-PJBY gty o ~
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100-15746k —/ -

BEOO““’w . BAC, New York May 7, 1945
John Edgar Hoover - Dirsctor, Federsl Bureau of Investigation
o - .
<& RIRARD NATHANIRL WRIGHT

SECURITY MATTEK - €

Reference is made to your letter ef Apr'il 17, 1945, in the above
eaptioned matter.

In view of the militant attitude of the sudject toward the Negro
problea, as set forth in your letter of February 26, 1915, it is believed that
you should subtmit a recomaendation for the preparstion of a Security Index
Card in this case,

You may eonsider this letter as the Buresu's approval of such a
recomnendation and you should place a Security Index Card im your files at
this time,

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
HERES:, 1o UNCLASSIFIED
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If enough such books.
are written, if enough
millions of people read § |-
them, maybe, someday, \
there will be 5 greater
understanding and a
fmore true democracy.”

—Orville Premort.
s Times

v y .
7 By mcm:i WRIGHT ]
’ Autho

r alive Son

’

. "A deeply disturbing Jocument ‘
in race relatens. " —Hoyurd N
Mumford Jones, Sarxrdsy Ry
- view of Literarare T SR
H - Jl‘s;..‘; '.-"."

[ L 8262/ (g

i 21
{ "Possibly the most sensational §
" confession of an Ametican boy-
ever put on paper—. W
Harty Hansen, N, ¥ World.
Telegram

A Boo.ﬁ-ol-tbe-Mamb Ciud

Selecsion for March .
At all booksiores o $2.50
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T BRI June 30, 1948

bI1¢

I desire to scknowledge your letter of June 22, 1945, with enclo-

You may be sssured that the content of your comsunicatien has besen

very carefully noted and I want %o thank you for your interest in communicating
with me.

If in the future you should obtain information which you feel is
of value to this Bureau, please feel free to commmicate directly with the
Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles Field Division which is located at
900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, Califomia.

Sinoerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

ALL INEORMATION COMTAINED £
HERE: 12 UNCLASSIFIED ‘

DATE{AJLZ/B}’W.;,\ | :
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER . . '
~'  DiRECTOR o

Federal Bureau of Investination
Hnited States Department of Justice
Mashington, 0. ¢,

June 30, 1945

b7C

I desire to acknowledge your letter of une 22, 1945, with enclo-

. You may be assured that the content of your rommunication has been
very carefully noted and I want to thank you for your interest in communicating
with me,

If in the future you should obtain information which you fesl is
of value to this Bureau, please feel free to commnicate directly with the

Speclal Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles Field Division which is located at
900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, Califomia.

Sincerely yours,

J Edgar Hoover
Director
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Fedreral Burran of Investigation
Hnited States Bepartment of Iustice

Kew York 7, New York
~~3 j

~mewe TUIE e
[y . _&JW - N
e = ' '

Director, FBI

Vay 18, 1945

D= RE: RICHARD NATHARIEL WRIGHET
- - SECURITY MATTER « C
- ' Bureeu File 100-157464

Dear Bir: Qfﬂ

The copy of the Security Index Card maintain L"’\at this 1
of fice relative to the ebove- -named individual has been ig
. now captioned as follows:
' T.’-’I”“T RICYARD YATEANIEL HATIVE BORK COMURIST
L GhR o

e

Apertment C-23

89 Lefferts Flace Rane, Sud.4- 0¥

Brooklvn, Kew York éRes.} \ 2 {

free-lance writer ot resicence (Bus.)

REFER TO BUREAU IETTER LATED MAY 7, 1946 IN INSTANT CASE. NEV YORF. CARD
HAS EEL. 1%LE UF,

In accordance with Bureau irstructions, a white 5% x 8" card,
captioned as above, has been prepared and filed in the Confidential Becurity
Index Card File of this office. Appropriate disposition has been made
of the card previously maintained in the Card File, in accordance with
existing instructions. It is suggested that the original Becurity Index
Card maintained at the Seat of Government be revised in agraament with the

caption above set out.
iy - l_ Foﬁ. Very truly yours, /{) .
RN ) ¢
';*;_ HEP ""\{' !.:‘J ','/:{ TION CON PAf — ": /“ p fah. A A 7“1‘/ i

A
DATE NC1 100 LTAINE]D wavior
F2 e 5SS e .
“ BY IED E. E. cor\no‘r . /‘V/j' .
' /1 special Agent in Ch#rga__,_. -
- gt , ry-m ) ..

_SHOULD NOT-BF—FILFD--Bf--BHOULE BE PEITROYED™ ;
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RECORDEDNI00-157464-19
o -
daly 5, 2945

Los Aageles, California

- 7 This will acknowledge recei £ your June
o s encloms pt o letter dated 18, 1945,
__:_ The material which you have subaitted Su bean carefully reviewed
. . andlnnttothmkpuror:ourlnunnmdmyinmungtoth.h
o M.&.
=2\
T In the event you receive additional information which you beld
i-'-?c' to be of interest to the FBI, I mant you to feel fres to omnizto o
s

directly with the Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles yield Division
which is located at 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California,

8inoerely yours,

John Edgar ﬁomr
Director

T | ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
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DATEg.25"5/ B “

AP
R VSR

. Peonington
. Quinn Tame
+ Noase
as Oand

ALAEA I LLLLLLL

)
]

L
S
L
- v
LW -
(v
o
N



EEL & G

Fedreral Burean of Investigation
Hnited States Bepartment of Justire
HWashington, B. C.

: Los angeles, California /1/ 0/ : ’)/}ﬂ b1U

: This will acknowledge receipt of your letter da
— with enclosure, P y etler dated June 1B, 1945,

The material which you have subaitted has been carefully reviewed

;nd I want to thank you for your interest and courtesy in writing to this
- = Ureall,

o In the event you receive additional information which you believe

—— to be of interest to the FBI, I want you to feel free to communicate

ik directly with the Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles rield Division
which is located at 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California,

e =R MTTHATIONCONTAINED stncerely yours,
H[‘ T *,'C!_AQ i . s PR Behg-r A l}
le John Edgar Hoover -
f, %J_%f‘“ :T,": « b Director ?




F iDERAL BUREAL OF INVl.TIGAwN
PAY:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D. C,

-
- R . .
OFFICIAL BUSINESS - -
- . [ ;
@’ TR g ™
| CALIF. =T 3

k o e <

DATC 025/ 1 Sy

ALL INFORMATION CONTA!

HEREL IS UNCLA




T D ALLYOROR:IATION CONTAINED

t5> UNCLASSIFIED

RN

DAT8-25.2/7 ) sptbryflea |

HE







toxicants at the early age of s5ix.
There ian't any question about

L wurartman e
the undemocratic practices in

America. It doesn’t matier if one
is a resident of the North eor
Swuth, as Black Boy was. the flar-
ing discrepancies between the
ideals and the realities are suffi-
cient to floor the idealist and
shock the realist. But it ic hard (o
fmagine a life l:ke Blackx Boy's. It
seems that someone would have
come inte the picture to redeem
our faith in human-kind Perhaps
“Black Boy” is that character. In
the face of all the circumstances a
flicker of ambition kept within
him. He even possessed the “for-

eizn”’ desire to writ
%wﬁara Wiizn! has little pride
in his own people for he says:
“Whenever I thought of the es-
sential bleakness of black life in
America, I knew that Negroes had
never been sllowed {0 catch the
full spint of Western e¢ivilization,
that they Lved tomehow in it but
not of it And when T broodad
upon the colturz! barrenness of
black life. I wonderec i! clean,
ositive tenderness, love, honor,
oyalty, and the capacity to re-
« member were native with man. 1
P - asked mysel! I! these human qual-
- ities were not fostered, won,
strugpled and suffered for, pre-
served in ritual from one genera-
tion to another™
A3z I reflect about the human
qualities of Western civilization,
1 wonder about the “positive ten-
- derness” of the whites. Could
there be much genuine {feeling
within the hearis of a people who
» ecould stand by and permit condi-
v tions such as exist in "Black Boy”
to prevail? What kind of people
are these who kep! others in slav-
ery, freed them in name only,
¢ tried to make sure that they didn't
t become enlightened through edu-
s cation, signed resirictive cove-
]
e

L LIRS

Lmd gl

oo

u S ey

nanis to keep them living in the
slums, maintained the idea of
white supremacy” The only “gen-
uine passion” that ] ever saw ex-
1¢ hibited was the unleashed spirit
all that moved the mobs to lynch
all How hollow are the memories
- of white America that send Gold
Ster mothers over to Europe io
visH the graves of their ialien
black sgons in Jim-Crow trans.
ports! “Mow hollew sre the mems.
rs ories of while America that main.
o tain a Jim-Crow army and navy
jn the geconas World War. Where
- is this grand éympassion of West.
) ern civilintion‘.‘*\'l'hi.l “emotional
1 sirengih” this Wclean, positive

e o~

tenderness, love, homor, loyalty™
leaves me groping in the darkpess.

Negroes do lfeel deeply! Could
they have given America folk mu-
sic otherwise? It js agreed that
our masses need education,
Through education they will ar-
rive. Bu! I believe that the way
of life of the Negro, the humble
folk, witk. the white humble falk,
is the only redeeming factor in
America. It's the humble soul that
makes life livable ahywhere, It is
he who offers a helping hand in
the time of trouble; it 15 he wheo
practices the golden rule; it is he
who doesn't clamor for wealth and
posiiion, {ihe shalilow posses-
sions.) . . . In happy contrast to
the materialists, the capitalists,
the exploiters, he makes a pretiy
picture. It is he, the meek soul,
black and white. who will one day
inherit the earth —Ruth Apilado,
Maywood, LI,
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P i COFY'.
Los angeies, Celif,
June 18 - 45
Dear Sir:

Ziechurd nricht the nerro vho wrote black boy and liztive Son books
are dein~” no good ¢nd a lot ol harm they zre causin- disunity and snreading
race hotred and 17 you neco~le dont vant .merica tore up the saue as
Gerz;ny You hud better nut 2 ston to sutch neo-le as thit poor old ass
of z Southern Ser: tor w. 4% ig bac: to ~frica move rent and sutch
cld fools z¢ that moor erzzv old Richord ori~ht, we colored Deonle
are ;ood nztured zil we wart is Jjustice & pood job with good pay for work
vell dcre, Every tine ve turn around some one is complaining nagring
conctink critercising every thin- we do. Hichard .right seem_ to be un-
hza"y irn americ: so we wicgh to God he would le.ve and go some otlice else
for he iz geting on our nerves. I and all the other colored peonle know
that ninty nercernt of the trzsh th:t he puts in his books are lies, but
if vez-le in Ger..ry should ret & hold of Black boy I'z awfull afraid Uncle
San's face 1s veins to be red for you cert rule a Germen if you cant
rule america. and the lies thzt poor sick braned fool Richard \richt out
in his booxs sure dont do america ary good in the foreigner's eye sight.
we colored peonle want Richard #right's books baned if he cant write a
story without tryin- to agitzte race trouble we want him to pick himself
a new vocation, Just get z copy of his books and go through them. Ve
dont see why he isn't in the aruy anyway. 1f he went to India or some
other place and saw how horrible those peonle live then he wouid see how
far advanced we are, After all we colored peonle are doing the best we
can if you would get a cony of the negro hand book for 1942 you would
see just how well we are doing. Ve are only a small race of people.

w.e colored peonle are very discouraged and that is the reason sixty million
little bity Japanese can fight all most two billion people without a allie
and hole out so long. Because that Billion colored peovle are on the
point of giving up. After all this is not our war and if we win we loose
So I supnose there is nothing to do but just say to hell with the hole

ploody mess, b , 0

This is from that poor old fools book Blae Y enough to
provoke the devil, :

—_—- -
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Dear Bir

a mad man,

the wi.ite writers don't do that so why should he,

unity please have his books baned.

for then to not write at all,

Los Angeles Cal
July 1-i5

g%éjf“”‘:”MT!’W CONTAINED
'L URCLASSIFIED
DATE 2.

)

LBty T

%Wc are writing you people in hope you will be able to have
books like black boy and also Native Son by the Negro Richard Wright
baned as he 1s sprez'ing race hatred and causeing disunity,
will look throuth thie mans books you will see how he rant and rave liks
It is terrible and also . he uee to much filthy expressions
8o for the sake of
They are doing no good and a lot of

I1f you

If the Negro author cant write a book without trying to stir
up race hstred between the white and colored folks it will be better

. 0
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John Rdgar Hoover -~ Directar, Pederal Bursau of Investigation

PURLICATIONS OF RICHARD WRIGH?T : : *

Y, T Enclosed herewith for such considarsticn as you may deem
= 13 & copy of a comgunication regsived by this Bureasu from
- #w Angales, California, The letter of
- bosn acknowladged by this Dureau, b?
oc = Assistaut Adtornay Genersl :
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER A
- DIRECTOR i o

Fedreral Burrau of Investination

Hnited States Bppar ent of Justice

w {

I have received your letter of July 1, 1945, and appreciate your
interest in making the observations contained therein available to ms,
In the event you receive additional information which you believe to be
of interest to the Federal Bureau of Investigation please feel firee to
communicate directly with the Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles
Field Division whose address is 900 Security Buillding, Los Angeles 13,
Californis, telephone Madison 72L1,

Sincerely yours,

- .. Alearen

o‘ ar Hoover M\-‘\Q

’ hnDEiggcto?- ‘\\_\, \\\\FQR}\)\\Q\—‘\SE\
- ; AR SO
Y Dp\"i\.




. July 11, 29U5

b7¢

Angelesz, California

1 have recoived your lstter of July 1, 13L5, and appreciate your
v interest in making the observations contained thersin available to me,
In tho event you reccive additional inforsstion which you bslieve to be
of interest to the Pederal Bureau of Investigation please feal free to
communicate directly with the Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angesles
Field Division whose address is 900 Security Bullding, Los Angelss 13,
Cslifcrnia, telephone Kadison 72L1,

8inceruly yours,

Johin Edgar Hoover
Director
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u- “Black Boy” Not cot

Picture Of Negro N hert.

It seems that T've lived In Ames- E::;
jca a million yesrs it's only a life
time. It seems that T've dwelled lease
in the slums 33 long. that. too. is ~ cil it g
but a life time. It seema that I've wi i
known intimately. 8 zillion black parer
boys and girls there have only
been those that 1 have met in the woul
.chtual extent ol! mﬁr age, oveir this 1 .
thirty years. — n all my expen- the S & . Mg, - ’
ence as 8 black Amencan. Tve on Ti SRRy SR
never known 1 black child like pg c
the portrait Richard Wright paints et
in his recent book ~Black Boy." Cra

uBlack Boy.' like "Natve Son,” v
{s a problem noyel. Its purpose is |

the depiorable condi- PF

tions under which our child ir
exist, thereby stimulating correc- ¢
tive measures. The objective is
fine. 1 hope it works, but “Black
Boy” does not represent the avers
age lite of the Negro child in
America

On nearly every corner on ou
neighborhood there was s taver
As s child 1 remer’
wdrunks" staggering ;
heard their vile is
never saw a an;
the placet or 7
at the open
had develop




Hawkins, Rev. Russeﬂ

Called UnAméncan

nuey LD"g I'TBISEU

Colored men and women formed part of & tense picket
Hne outside of Philharmeonic auditorium Monday night, dem-
gnstrating against the use of the hall by Gerald L. K. 8mith,

leader of the America First movement.

Despite the picket line, however, and desplite numerous

piotests to the management from
prominent individuals and organisa-
tions, 8mith was permitted to speak

and to make unsubstantial, fascist;
charges befoere wn audience of 3,000,
BROOSEVELT DENOUNCED

‘The America Mrsters  declared
-that Rev. Clayton D. Russell, pas-
tor of the Peoples Independent
Church of Christ, is guilty of un-
American  activities. The mame
charge was leveled aguinst August.
¥. Eawkins, Los Angeles Azssembly-
man, co-author of the Calfornia
Fair Employment Practices Com-
mittee, and ageinst Herbert Sorrell,
actor.

The late President Roosevelt, Sec-
retary of Commerce Henry Wallace,
Charles Chaplin and Langston
Hughes were among thoas also de-
nounced by Smith,

Roosevelt was accused of want-
fng ta be president of the world,

Wallasoe was niked why he dldn't

run for vice-preslident under Jee

Swlin, and Charles Chaplin was

cited a4 the heaviest contributor

t» the Communist party in 1922
DEPORT CHAPLIN

8mith recommended that Chaplin
be deported, and this suggesiion waa
greeted with loud appisuse by the
audience.

—Langston, Hughes, well-known
poet, was declared to be the type
of persoun who should not be al-
lowsd to appear on & oollege cam-

pus.
Smith, in speaking of his paet, -
openly bossted of his smsockation
{Continned on Page Twe)

NEGROES .I IN I"le

Onide ta the secretary -
members of the Califor
and senate demanding
diate release of Lieuts.
Bhirley Ciinton an-
Thompeon, now under
rest at Coodman Pield
Ky. ‘ %
The officers wers
their refusal to part
o crow move e
officers from the p
elab. Thompson and
are Log Angeles boys
known throughout U

the War Department !
QOol. Selway, the trout
affair, nppesred tc
that the War Denx
mumm
stlon, -

-
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lack Boy is the autobiography of the youth of a 37-year-

old Negro numed Richard Wright who, in 1940, wrete
Native Son. That novel, which pluced Wright among Amer-
fca’s most gifted wrilers, was a bitter, fictional nccount of a
Negro's revolt against the life imposedona Negro in the North.
Black Boy (Hurper, $2.50) is u bitler, true story of u Negro Loy's
struggles against the life imposed on his race in the South.
Richurd Wright wus boru on Missinsippi planlauun und

l'l-n'ﬂ'd h) a funutically re |lanun Liumlmnlhc r. . of the

‘cb

Photographs for LIFE by GEORGE KARGER

A Neg Ero \:Ll:l_&fs a blw autobio«raphy

things that huppened to him could huve happened 1o many
boys brought up in dire poverty anywhere. But Richard was
more sensilive und articulute thun most. lle was also bluck
und brought up in the South. This is whut makes Black Boy
not only a brilliant sutobiogruphy but a pewerful indictment
of u custe system which is one of Americu’s biggest prohlt-ms‘.'

Un the following pages LIFE presents a picture-dramati-
zulion of Richard Wright's Black Boy. None of the uctors in

ll-l*‘a story haw }m\ connection w Il ir idcl 4 iy the lméa
a “ connuu:n oM upl PAGI

-vfi i ‘U.
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P ) Acting Head, Criminal Division w' 143
‘ ) bp - John Edgar Eoover - Director, Pederal Buresu of Investigation
o RICHARD WRIGHT |
Attached for your information s a copy of a letter dated 4

IOI Aii together with photostatic copies of enclosures, received from

care of Genaral Deli Lo
Docp care oy vary, los lngelu,.calirornh. This letter has
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Los Angeles, California

Dear Sir.

. . l . -
Federal Burean of Inuestigation < s -z |
Hnited Btates Department of Fustice (;-_‘I‘CD:«? -
Washington, B, q. ) o
R v
uly 20, 1945 - 4

F

This will ackncwledge receipt of your letter dated July 4, 1945

with enclosures,

The material
I want to thank Yyou for

In the event
to be of interest to th

which you have submitted has been carefully noted, and
Your intcrest and courtesy in writing to this Bureau,

You receive additional information whiceh ¥you believe
e FBI, I want you to feel free to communicate with

the Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of InVestigation, United States

Department of Justice,

900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California.

ONTAINED Very truly yours,

IHED . Ta. [/

%9;/.1:1_ Jop,n Edgar Hoover [, )@
Director

» - ,

/W’/S’?z/é'd«}v?



U .
A S - i : {0
. ; = - Al r
< &/
N - Sty
- P
100-157464-22
? .
0
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Los Angeles, California

Dear Bir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 4, 1945,
with enclosures.

The material which you have sutmitted has been carefully noted, and
I want to thank you for your {nterest and couwrtssy in writing to this Buresu.

In the event you receive additionsl information which you believe
to be of interest to the FBI, I want You to feel free to commmunicate with
the Special Agent in Charge, Federal Buresu of Investigation, United States
Department of Justice, 500 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California.

VYeary truly yours,

John Edgar Boovu-
Directar

ALL INEDRMATION CONTAINED
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” Mr. James M. Mclnernay ARD CORPADENTLL
scting Bead, Criminal Divisiom July 6, 21945

John Edgar Noover - Director, Federsl Bureau of Imclti.;nuu

. f)

RICRARD WRIGHT

Attached for your informati of a
June 18, 19.5, recelved from
los Angeles, California. _ :

This matier is being referred to you as a mtter of
possible interest.

CC: Assistant Attorney General Eerbert Wechsler, War Divisgion

Enclosure T-
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r. H.erc‘.:r ¢ . N
. Penningtom_ L
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4436 Hall Btreest,
September 27, 1945
¥r, J. Rdgar Hoover 1
Federal Bureau of I;vestigntlol. ﬁ’:L..’iﬂ'FnDh’?-f?Tfﬂ"‘.] QQN.MI
¥ashington, D, C, kaiif‘; fs i -f-_-,_r..";._.\‘ NED
Dear Sir: /’ A‘Léz‘rwfjr oF
I kave looked over the book*Rlask Roy", supposedly
e¢alled Richard ¥right, and
I

written by a‘negro
Published by Earper & Brothers, New York City, o
sonsider this dook to be very racially inflammatory.

The publieity given to thias book during the last few months is scareely
less tkan amazimg. A while baek (I 4o not know the exact izsue, but believe
was durizg Jume, July or early August) the book "Elack Boy" was publicized,
with vivid pieturization, in "Life" Magazine; and im September 29tk {ssue of
"Liberty"” Magazime, there was a sondensation of the Dook~-~with special men-
tiom om the front eover of the magazine.
By strenge iromy, this issue of *Liberty
of the racially inflammatory book

" whieh sontained the eondensaticr

*Blaek Boy"-~--displayed on the front eover
of the magazime the pieture of a returning United States soldier greeti
: salute, the Etatue of Liberty in New Yor

k Rarbor, ? v

Grantimg that the megro called Richa

rd Wrigkt actually wrote the book, it
4 is my opimion that a1l the publieity givem tc the book 18 being financede-eit:
| by eome persom or organization--fc¢r propazanda purposes: to fam  the flame
r of dissension and seditious discontent. How Hitler (if ke is yet alive) must
:"Z, lavgk, and laugh,,. ' czm, Lj ],// o - 02 ;-/
- I would 1like to believe that my surmise is

Qiﬁ‘orréit; but the evidenee, eor
cerniag all the publicity given to thie book, Rmeacspidly refutes any such
wishful tkinking. I might alsc add that the book has been advertised irm local
Bewspapers amd--I presume-~im newspapers of other eities all over the United

Etetes. I am rememberimg tkat the plan of evil dictators and theiy indoetri-
nated brood is--still--to "divide and then sonquer."

"n

LR L e’ &

An offering tkie suspieiom, in case you should deem 1t advisable to investi-
gate the book and tke financimg of ites extensive Publieity-~-{and the end does
not appear iam eight),

.y

All loyal Americans, I feel pure, are grateful for all the eplendid iofk
done by the P.RE,I,

P.R.Y, i.-. ée#-nfln- = -

tectling and eradicating erime. With best wishees for
the continghtion of your most valuable activities, I am r—-tﬁ
) }’T | Nt -
‘f}j% ,:ﬁsof 3;} RHHORDED Bincerely,
L ) . ; . Pd
? JL\’_\} P ‘0 \ND ‘[.3'“ \
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o Assistant Attornay General T. L. Caudle Cetober 4, 1948
S ROEDCrininal Diviston

c/ww John Edgar oover, Director, Pedaral lu.rcn of lavestigation

Ve o KCERD Mmoo - '\V

e —

\ Attashed fo- your {aforxation is
Beprember 2/, 1945, receivec frog M
ialles, Tems. -

This letter is buaing referred ¢o Jou &8 & mtter of Poaaidly

Enclos

00-dssigtant Attorney Genersl Merbert Rechsler
Wr Diviglan '

oA i ' M
CoERre—" AL INFORMAH%SCIOFE%AINED |
= Y " HEREWISUNCLASSIFIED __ y'd
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ALL INFORMATION oo
HERE'S 1S UNIC: Asyrps ER

D, e “U OATE £-26.7 75 SN
e Y

This will Scknowledge receipt of your letter dated
bpt-b.r 27. 19‘5.

The eon
Wt you to know that Jour interesd And oourtesy in writing to this
Buresu are very much Spprecisted. Alsc I want to thack You for the
Sox,lizentary resarkg ooncerning the work of this Bureay,

In tas event you receive fdditionsl {nforxation which you
beliove to be of intersst to the FRI, I want you to fesl free to
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; O]ﬁce Memurandﬂm * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
!.,/ . ‘ . ' -

TO  :  nirectar, FEI o DATE: - June 18, 1946

- l_ 7‘/

_} FROM .SAC, New York . .
' sumEct: ¥ rycaarn mamiANTRL WRIoHT; | ' U
SECURITY MATTFR - C b1
Reference is made to the report of Special Agant.q .
- New York, June 18, 1946, wherein it was set forth that the subject
ia pressntly in France where he intends to remain until September, 1946,

. In view of this fact, instant case is being reopened and P R
placed in a pendinhg inactive atatus in order that the subject's residence
and actiq‘t_m.m. be checked upon his return to the United States.

ALL INFORMATION CoNTAINED s
DA SUNCUASSIFED s, /g2 /5 el =0

DATLz . 21 by iR e
7 _Z%_F:M/;,_\ 20 g
P
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RICHARD NATHANIEL WRICHT =

ey e |
- g ’ (:"" E I (51 ’,‘

./ ' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.
m&lomcmma-r XEX YORK - NI ruewo. 200-41674 VH
| morxoms | spsps  efsazasis L2 61¢
™ O { e o

v
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SECURITY MATTER = C

DETAILS:

York City,

¥Elack Boy®,
date was unknown.
. for France sround May 1, 1946, and it was beliewed he would return to ihis

country in September of this year. The resson far the subject's trip was not

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

’7— " W
AP A
Lo L4

where he resided with his wife, This file also contained s letter
dated April 14, 1946, wherein WAIGHT advised he planned to leave the United -
States on May 1, 1946, for a period of three months
for this trip was not given in his letter. - :

At the present time he is

Subject, negro, resides B2 Washington Flace, NYC.
¥ree lance writer, presently warking on novel.pcEN
Left U.S. for France, May 1946, with return sefro.
for Sept. 1946. Reason for trip unknown,
9/4/08, Ratchez, Miss. Broks with CP due to
Lailure to recognize and desl with problems &n. "
society. : : . T ACENCY/EL

REQ. REC'D_7-&

W
oY 3 L

pEC'D I

-?P. -

Bureau File 100-157464 . ,
Letters to Bureau, 2/26/45 and 4/A7/45
Bureau letter to SACs, #28, 1946 Series, 3/12/46
Bureau letter, 5/7/45

The records of Selective Service Board #178, 44 Court Street,
Brooklyn, New York, reflected that as of March 2, 1946, the
subject’s address was apartment 3, 82 Washington Place, New

¢

-1n ??mce. ”'I‘he reaat?nb1

xt telephons call nad

it was asce 8 sub Jec

o € was o
writing a novel, but the campletion M
It was learned that the subject had left the United States

== B -8 T
— 7 A ,/:)(,'H IS Fehd= 2 §f_ .
[-. WW: el — é;_gi“.-- K ¥
's pur =4r X N cERTAINED
R W somﬁgm R e )
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- As previously reported, the records of Selective v-rvice
Board #178, reflected that the subject is negro, and was born September
4, 1908, at Natchez, Mississippi. .

A review of tha file of ths subject reflected that he iz g
BEgro writer, who previcusly wrole for "New Masses™ and YDaily Workerw.
In addition, he had published five novels concerning the fight of the colored
pecple, besides writing skits and stories in a similar wein. He wrote two
articles for “Atlantic Monthly"® for August and September, 1944, entitled
*I Tried To Be A Communist". The theme of these articles appsared io be
that he broke with the Party because they were unable to recognize hinm as
8 friend. The srticles did not seem to sttack the Comyunist Party as revo-
lutionary, but attacked it because of the failure of individuals in the
Party to properly recognize anddeal with problems in society.

The indices of the New York Field Division reflected no
further information concerning the subject, .

-2-
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Presumably in September,
sscure the subject's

reason for his trip to France,



| [’V SAC, New York September 8, 1048
Dinoeor, !C'DBI
RICHARD ¥, WRT ORT
SECURITY VATTRR - ¢
Your offige 18 instruoteq to follow the Sotivities of the instant
Subjeot §n the Communist f1g14 olosely upon hie return from France, Continmn
mvoatigntion, SVery sffort should be made to obtain admisgible ovidence tonds.n;
© prove the Subjeat 'ty membership in, or affiliation with, ¢ Communi gt Party,
In the event you are unable tq d Op such evidence, furt T consideratien
Should be giygn the ldﬁnbnity of cancelling the Ssourity Ingex Card on thi,
individua),
100-157484¢ b,b
rb
' ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED |
Y R LT B UNCLASSIFIED
[ E'"D a DATEg. 2.5=8/ BYW‘/‘%
I?l:‘.mun ’ & ﬁ‘ P i 946 P-M - ) /,
‘L,'xlﬁgfﬂ_—‘—-—-‘,“ﬁ‘ﬂ PERFN 0F jevpar Qv at
=T . |
= e | S /
P — A ., :/j&.— :_/ d y(
q"“*%...,a i 1946 7]# REDDRDED | F L 1. -
S ) S1 sip & 148
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e Memorandum + vnitep states coverNMENT

»
X v Director, FEI DATR: February 19, 1947
B FRPM ?é §AC, New York S j
L ok, & - fy
— UNECT:  RICMAPD NATHANIEL “RIGHT PN V¥

i Y e SECTRITI MASTPR = C b'v

Bureau file 100=157464
Refersnce is mo ursau lettar dated September 5, 1946 and to

the report of Special Ageng dated June 18, 1946 at WNew York in
the above entitled cass,~ rlll

RICHARD WE ‘ﬂIf‘H'l‘ left the United States for Pranoe in May 1946 and
at the present t:.me. it is not known when he intends to return to this ¢ ountry.
In the February 1, 1947 edition of "THEZ LEADER®, an anti-Commnist mblication
of the Social Democrats appears an article entitled, ®AN INTERVISYT WITH RICHARD
WRICHT®, This is a translation oi an article under the same title that appeared
recently inWDIE WELTWACKE", a weekly journal published in Zurich, Switserland.
WRINHT was interviewed at Zurich concerning Negro problems and expressed his re-
sontment of racisl discrimination in the United States,

Inasmich as no information has been dewsloped indicating Communi st
>tivity on the part of WRIGHT since he severed connections with the Communist

&
Party and further in vlew of the fact that he may not return to the United States
for some time, thic case is being closed unless the B:reau otherwise directs,

In view of the subject's past activities, it is believed that the
sacurity index card in this case should not be cancelled.

YL _ | '

¥D o~
100-41674
MTD:" /b g /5'7 Vé/ —— 5_3 8/
IND I H—i s 3
E‘X‘j]; 2V o 91 .a47
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()ﬁ?ce Memorandum - vNiTED staTES GOVERNMENT
B ;= ’

-r! : Director, FHI DATE: January 19, 1948
rﬁu_ } SAC, New York
g

sup;adf.” RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT; WP

SECURITY MATTER - C bz

(Bureau file 100-157464) \J. o A‘DA

A review of instant file reflects that aince subject's severance of

his connectiones with the Communist Party, and his public criticism of its
policies during 1944, he has not engaged in any

Commnist activities; that,
infact, according to information sutmitted by ” subject
was definitely not of a Marxist frame of mind as indicated by ¢ eritical

cannents he made concerning conditions within the Party.

In view of the foregoing ¢ircumstances Bireau avthority is requested

tdrma €rom tho mrarneaTVT ot d ow o

thie tire for the cancellation of the security index card maintained on

subject by the New York Office. W :

)-3r-9§

s
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DAL 56y SSFED
. - ' e SYeprs, e
.. 100-41674
- RECORDEp /_f _f- -

o

/ . . '?:[
B R e T

EX-119 AW, o
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ENINNERAE SRRy
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BAC,

Direct%,' ?oIrk

RICHARD KATEARIEL WRIGHT,
SECURITY ATIE: - €

Your Mle 100-41674
In accordance with your recommendation, the Security Index Card

relative to the captioned individual has been cancelled and you are
authorized to place your copy thereof in the investigative case file,

‘®Q l . . .
100-157484 - ALL INFORMATICN CoNTAINED b"
—— gga.;:.us UNCLASSiFIED

i TE&&&BY&‘[%

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
MAILED 11
% FE3 3 1948 PM.

N FEDERAL BUAEAU OF HIVESTIGATION
v — U. 8. DEPARTIRENT oF JUSTICE
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{J Derogatory

z !
. . . pare
S ip e a - o 61380
e . L :'-' " "w IFORMATION f, o 1
i FROM: -
&ecior, edoral Durean of Investigation _ W
N T e—— DATE OF BIKTH OF DORTH . - )
é MRIGIIT, Riehard 7 - 9/_ ) ? i ’
e N . d %ﬁ_ﬁ
5 Anses o gAANTS RACE =
ADORESS o op— EMPLOYER
TYPE OF INFORMATION DESIRED CITIZENSHIF STATUS NAT. CERT. MO MARTAL STATUS
[ Al information

BAME OF ORGAMIZATION

HEADQUANTERS ADDRESS

REFLY

[ Material attached

[0 No record

NAMES OF LEADERS OR SPOKSORS (R AFFILINTED ORGANIZATION
0 Ne derogatory information
D Other

ADOITIONAL INFORMATION

CHECKED &Y

‘-?:)

8. 5. COVEANNINT PUINTING SFTICE  33—@0T74-1
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

{m T g
i

__I_D__ Pagl(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where

indidaicd _ownlain this deletion
a Xpiamn tns deletion,

[J  Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to vou.

[J  information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

O

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

[j Document{s) originating with the following government agency(ies) CW‘J LH }
Rgtney , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

——  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

| NP SIS I N P N - S VR,
X duvibtu Ul avallapllivy UpAHl T o

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

[CJ For your information:

B/ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
160~ 15744 . 20

= - KXXXXXXXXX XXX XKRRX
g DELETED PAGES) ¥
NO DUPLICATION FEE §
XXXXXX X FORTHIS PAGE X |
XXXXXX XXXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXKX |}
XXXXXX \?,

FBI/DOY]



Hnited States B'epartmznt of Justice
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Mashington, B. €.

Liataon Office
heldelberg, Germany  CONFIDINTIAL

Date: Jaumary 8, 1952 SEET - ABY COURIER b‘b

To: John Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Buresu of Investiation

Mrom: Georze A, VanNoy

Subject:

=L
A /
URITY MATTER = : - C bb’1°

Attuched far the Burexsu's infromation ahd for the information (
e two copies of a report dated

the Legul Attache, Paris, France A
December 4, 1951, prepared by Region 66th CIC Detycopent whith seta \' v
out informatior furnished py ¢r\'\/ Q:_{\u
Ry

BID per hm'n1
o

EHCJ-..
¢c = Paris (encl,)

CLASS, & EXT. py. %{

- RE*SON- FCIM 11 1505 .
( [ s DATEQF pzyimy

‘1 £7 a0t ar- . JCFFICES
LY '
A

\ £ . ;’RCUTING
b lalats) - e LT
) B OI\DED gs < ) / N ‘_.‘ '/

- o '\,’
! B ‘LE: INPOP"QTION CONTAINED
| = I IS L TIIZD ,]/ /)
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. & Decober 1951
Regien X, G5th CIC Betasiment, AP0 32 §5 army  Pile: IX-Foi?y

he Amsrican Seciety o ere and Publishers {(ASCaP)

o) oomposer grours wideh L3 mentioned 4n the course of
sonversstion, ated that, ot the Line when do firet planmed bis rip
sbroud, the goups hed besn very seeperetiw 4n alding his and had prozised

an sdvanee puysent on royulities e tide ever SUKE until Ghe saxt period of
rirelty payments, (SUBJLCT stated Ghut She oFrancezsrt $s for the soxposers
, 50 put all sollection 8f Fonnlities fnto the hands of the ausicians Sroups and

ther these groups pey monthly alletaerts S0 the ocapossrs; these a}jotoents

are dependent wpon She payncat @f Foyaliies for arrvangecants by the socposers

Sut & deyosit is Peteined and o Ffund built wp o assurs Payaents over &

perivd af Jeare when the acsic eaxposer 4s ae lsager popular,) Suddenly, &70
on the day prior to the departure dute of SOLTSE, the tk was To-
Selved but was nrither the mount precised sar nqucsm SCURSE Pf. r
‘otated that he tried to £ind sut why there hed deen o sudden gt in the ¢
sttitude of the group; be was 1014 that the Busic groups saw no Pesson wiy pmt’
be should gome over-seas, and there Rad beer & hesitancy t5 allot mongy to

hiz t0 be med for & trip st the tiar, BOITST surpected thut such was due

$o the fact that be had sacplained to the "Shive House” &n & peresons) letter l
sbout soce subveraiw activities of the groups to which he belonred., SOURSE
Sleted Shat 4t hud seened 16 hin Sat LoYNIVY, Mustind of ene of the Andrex
Sisters, had pude & great effort to "push’” mpe cazposers who were Russian

ond others who were vary pro=aczw.ist, BSOLTST $» of the spinion that funds

paid to Rusriun somposers as suth was avery good sover to transfer dollar

eredita to the Soviet government; he Furtder sald thet he had writien & Jostter

$o the Wnite House silling attention $o the preferential treatnent given to

Sheae pro-Camr.unist mezbers of the composers. 4 lot more #f the mme tenor
ollowed,
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hen SOURSE stated that after sesching France he dad wsed the Aperican Express
89 & millny address, Purihersore, he hud asksd one (1) of the Prerch girls
ho worked at the dmerican Express o give personal attention s mail so
that 4t would be forwarded to hiz on & planned trip to ROIZ., arrived
4n Prante 4n Jyne, went to in sugsur, ané had been An Puris com
tinuously since Scplanber,) steted Shil he had arranped o meet the
girl and to auke & financiul srrengeoent with her en Non'.y, 26 Novecber 195);
bouever, on Fridey or Saturddy, 23 or 24 Nov §1, Richard SRIGHT et held a
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=~ -3 @ the tenor of L eonversation which hed been

- 3_-' Sermrelly sriticel of the Averices

solicier, pacial and foresign, BCUASE ex-
Pressed Sl opinion thet WRIGHT, who Rus publicle reveoked Cersunist daurings

40 43 auch & sommunist as e over hud bnn--i:;d that m':?'.?é’;"ﬁ}z

Ssxt to Rie Sarly en Nonday morning,

.".‘l‘ (1Y
S XF¥R

vy o @stling was & @ i t . she did mpot |
Seleny but Mud only e out of dof uu “
% o éun-d o ‘L e o srance sted that he \

26 Nov 31, and etated that 1t would be
. fapoesitle £ keep the plahned appointaent with BOURSE as *sonething”
. e hed goxe wp, teled thit ane of the persons at the seeting had probadly
I-z.:“ Sald She girl w0 aveld iz besause of $he fact that he 45 sonsidered & "stool-
P pigecn™ Lor anti-pubversive persons. €id not know whog this ®uls have
- Soen bot suspected that Ricrurd FRIGHT would Auve been &n an $de.) position 3o
% do this a0 WIGnT was & trlmmai and Nro, ROPESIN and at eme 1
A~ Sime kra. RBFSON hud agked belp 4n getting & seript sald ot the -—T‘D-
- 3 Sorner Foothers Studie, 8 taken the seript 4o and offered 4t to the )
=2 Warner seript departannt but had Deen ®1d that "be sheuld ptick to writing er
e @usic and Jet the Red elerrnt alome,” p
— * stuted thet T/3GIT fud mude & piclure in South Americe ¢arly this year R \,
. Since has lost & lot of monej procoting & dunce group, WICGHT hud asked
L5l o srite sore aus & nes shor which WRIGHT wanted t0 do 4n epder
"'\) secoup his fertuns, was 87 She spinion thmi WICHT,ooAxd sho has kept
o \, gﬁo F e:ht.:sc::;ghmdwvu off I'»:ak r:;r:‘l.u;;efr;: A:::lc:n ule;. does not
S © & mecelve w sried gooperation ® reh or ricens who are re-
] 2N 5 é"“”" their US eitizenship and working in Prance, " SOURS: 4s of the epinier ~
‘—33 7 - at the seme peroona who attecpied to block his trir abreasd have marned the
PN = w
_ N a
Pt~ o
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- @ethering any information whick would reveal their activities, Arong
discoveries which BOURSE made wis that his Busic was being played 4n

nce and that the Fremch apencies had Deen puying royaltisp do the American
ciety of Cocpasers for wwenty (20) geurs in his uceouni.*upidud
st his trip 0 England wes 30 spend the romndties which eould not be

frec thut eountry (in excess of twenty-sight (22) pounds sterling).
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1 @ire of the Amarican Kxpress Conpary, Parls as several tines,
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Bargely bocsuse he Dus mot puid his rent; he gave the @Planition that ehecks
* Were sent $0 his fres s US on 0ehedd)s but tise pariods exseeded amount of
 @ash an hand o0 that SOURSE wes foreed to meve often; Afterwards be would
- Gatth up ®n the bills when his ghecks arrived, . .

2, SOUPST ssamed siacere and wunded such pore ssherent Shud the written re-
Port ssmo 0 Qndicete, SOURSE veluniesred the infermatien, eaxplaining thet he wa?

- . seeklig soney ar any rexunerstion but wanted to do his patriotic uty,
.. One L.ing seaned strange — that wes the ant-Sezetic thoe of his stetezenta, b?D
e SOURSE yeferred to Col, MCCOPNICK a5 & ®grest Americar® and expressed
Ao, AETOVEl 0f the sditeriel Bolisfes aof thit section of the fzeric.n press, Dér
s SOURSE seemed to be wel) varsed dn the sttachaert af warious pereons to o
- Corc.unist groups and prezieed that any proof af the stetecents or suspicions nr
P -y which he @ould sblain would be gledly given to Military Intelligence,
- . - . ) ‘
= 5. Depuwrtoent of Veterars Affairs, US 48, verified thut there 4
P 8 record of mwu pecord wil) be searched
e for inforrstion, .. -
;; i &. It &= poseidle Lhat™OURS. suy have & "sental quirk” wiich waldd account N
N for the sttarpt af the Socliety of Coryosers to keephiz 4n Arerica. Yet a
o word w the Pasppert section would have atcomplished this, Intriguing mstter
e and the inforxation goven reference 429 ties 4n with the origim) Snforsstlon,
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- + RICHARD WRIGHT ’
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Transmitted herewith is a 00py of & letter dated

Jmuary 8, 1952, with enclosures, from the Bureau's Liaison L’
Office, Heldelberg, Gormany, 7 c
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O I Jece-r 3551, the fellowin: Inferxation echceruiag FUN(T war giwn:

The FUSCi=KTRICAN FEILTM!-IP O} T" war or acised plunrt entirely by °
{ Plchare VIT'T, Aericas writer, L hoarieur Lo Prince, P75, dravee, Sanecistel;

* after the war (&0 11), sn? war e.pm0erd &6 be & @ponecredp for youn; writers,’
artiett o poete w'o were studests fn France, WZITHY, whooe worse sre widely
fusd In Prance an? ha'e bees Lranzloted fatc sort Zurcrean Lan~uates, wart
susxpel ¢ bre the "Patlroa ef ArL” o9 arran’e seireer an’ affair: that wers to
be internrtion:) in claracter to effect the $ntorfuction of the Anerican: and
Lnir French eyinterparte. Sttt dnce-tion ¢f th- rrcup, WRITTT 8¢ the
®avsrex:at o7/ iles Enes (Fmes/CaXsvivee, 23 *Fale YT a7, av BL/E1.02TT)
were vory friend)) sy 67 o younciters, particdarly ths auric erowt,
ea~¢ t0 Mhey Inety/ WRIGHT met 2oy of the Jom sterr ma? {avite? th»s W Us
affsire thet tha)t 2NLiel TTI00K FRILANTCIP OF TT sponsored, #act ar drnees,

.'_‘!-';._':': * . weritadr, Nl“-ll"!. av ecentall pertier. Toan 8t R2:t tLe, Pevwrr. ¢f Un

' etadestr arde Flaterentsz € the effect that the gr.o war Pleftirt® o the
L"_""—-. R asture of 4ts discurzicar 82 that the marrcar we fefende? the levach e
. S - Srrican conce-~t of Nenocrucy were netl piven the g=e Mrarin=r gt the "Txistan-

i‘ . " © o Slonaliete® and *)lef\” pariisane. Qeny ¢f the socind affairr vere f5llurer gud

fatsr fosnarinlle €n the Yasl wear) mrst af 1o Aaerirns Studdacta. €hw FTulacas
WY F YWY - RIAWAA SW Wers P T GTES 1 Wwr s we W te e & pEmwwwe ) W
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k -'{l Crevi™ (identifiel ‘or Ansricany e ore tewricete a0 R4, $arehe’] Plan explaywer.
A o ¥Slitary (TU7T) pexbers) have cempletely awided the WII'HT grca® 80 one
—— thet S0 pore "2eft® thas mct, The principal me Dere of the ¥/iyi=a 04N
- o . PT1IATVIP A UF Rave Loea Sdaatified ss Pichard WTIIT; Juy/LIFFOCT, vetired
e syicon O tozs (221cial, o~of atcvt I, AT Poe QUiRNy, F2%i7, Francer) (fou)

ricar Taprers eztleyee ) Pol}y/” TR, Marrican Saprecs Cowmany; and
JIPTid, Sounter of the [ irtantionslin® hotcseot, lately there bat

T Be:n 0 BFAC Potwers Chw Chet Jofz Ferrcnnel onf the WA/ T group tecsare
fa_— = W37 testef thes (the Che: fee: Cruao) for his mcvie Fastive fon®, w.ich wa:
- made in fosth Aw rican and tha €id mot employ oy of the. S0 [ . R
oy % 1 VINYT and Bir g bave besa the tar~ets oF stiacks froz eod Ja 2P TAL LTS, -
o= 3 - goun: gerve writer wo S5 8 stelent da PATIC, haviag ecxe oversa 8 schilarshiy
: ;lnn E‘lw Amrricen Futlicidas Corperyre ‘IY attacke the hatrel Lhaxet

'I

S0 perontmate "Pncle Too. Litersture JoL'wCe” wten the @y Bat ecae for a aore

o ‘ of the V17207 writinse and the atte Pt of the FiANCO-F.TICAY PEIV"M 3T G \F
Opealistic an? maelytical” aprosch ¢ t'w Ans-icad Segre fyodlm, . (re)
i
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BR2E ¢ 20 recezter 297, SN -c w10t £ v 2, W TS SO
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51 . is mot the ce-e with WRIGHT

- wﬁduld be boted that whereas RIChARD WRIGHT continues
- maintain an anti-Stalinist position since his expulsion from the
CPUSA, be has wittingly or not been serving Communist progendsa ends by
frejuent contributions to neutraliat publications such as L'Observateur

- md T ey I o
= particularly by hils inzistence on portraying abrosad only the ssamy

side of the rsce guestion in the United States. Whlle flirting wdth
T toism and Ssrtre-iém, he has waintained a position, so far as the

Best-West iimt is iiiiiined, tantamount to ' & plague on both your
houses. with WRIGHT has been close, and although

1 t §1a poss elr nolitical rhilosophies are much allke,
\ e ackgmund 88 well as his writings indicate the
IRET & discreet tie-in with the Stalinist camp itself, which
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A reviev of our files reflects that a securtty-type
(pinvestigation was conducted during 1943-19468 on a Richard Naothani:
~F¥right, who s identical with the captioned indfvidual, Fright—

was born on September 4, 1908, in N.tchez, Mississippt, UNe

claims eight years of elementaory school educction and professes
"7  ezperience 0s ¢ novelist, playwright, poet, and newspaper reporter
In 1935 he worked on the Federal Writers Project in Chicago ond
#old articles vnd short stories to magazines, JIn 1937 he worked
on the same project in New York City., At that time Ae alaso did
some work for the "Daily Worker” and became a contributing editor
of the "New Wasses." PBoth of theme publications have been cited
Gs organs of the Communist Party by the Special Co-mittee on Un~
American Activities, Report, Jonuary 3, 1939.

(.'100-157454)
Oon March 21, 1942, Wright's name appeared on the list

of the "Comittee to Free Eorl Browder,” which mca published in
the March 21, 1942, ilssue of the "People’s VYoice." The "people'’s \
Yoice” h.s been cited by the Caltfornia Committes on UneAmerfcan |
Activities, Report, 1948, as among the publications Jound "to be
Communtat initicted ond controlled or so strongly influenced ac“
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0 July 28, 1944, the New York "Serald eundY pudlish
an article entitled “Negro Article Criticired Reds s Intelercnt”
ta shich Fright wus reported to have stuted ALt Rig Communiat
Rarty membership roughly covered the period from the lattsr part
of 1932 or early part eof 1933 to 1940, end Ats ecrly esseciciien
with the Communiais in CAicage was bdroken {n 1937 when, A said,
v he was "ejecied” from the Porty. PFright stated that ke was rein-
J stated tn 1937 ead mainicined ¢ relationship with the Party matil
1940. Hovever, ¥right's mome sppenred Srequently tn the "Daily
Porker” duriag 1941 and 19€2. Fright was reported to be a menber
o/ the American Conmittece to Save Refugees as of Narch 6, 1942,
axd on Septembder 18, 1942, Re was listed os ene oS the officers of
the League of American Friters edvocating ¢ second froat fer Ruro;
The American Comnitiee to Save Refugees has been cited as &
, Communiat froast by the Special Cemmiitee on Un-American Aetfvities
Eﬁ ’ Repaort of Norch 29, 1944, and the Lecgue of American Friters Aas
h—-.-p

' been cited ez Communist by the Attorney Gemeral.
A S (t=2; 100~1374u4-5, 13)
The August, 1944, iasue of the "Atlantic Nonithly"™
! -~ published an article entitled "I Tried to bec o Communist®™ in
g which Fright discussed Als earliest erperiences as G Coaxuniast
&, — Party menber in Ciicage and touched wpon the probleas he faced
R in trying to present his own $decs to the Parity. As c result,
L considerable publicity was given Wrigit's articles in the "Daily
/  Worker™ mewspcper., In his column entitled “Wew Times,” published
$n the August 6, 1944, tacue of the "Doily Norker,"™ Benjarnin J.
- Davis, Jr., resferred io Fright and to what Re colled Fright's
K "public and whclly unjustifiable attock on the Communiats,™
Dovis referred to Fright’s claim of withdrcwing from 'the Coxmunist:
tn 1540, and caked why Fright waited until 1944 to make Ata
break publtc. Duvis inquired whom ¥right wcs trying to fmpress
ond tndic.ted that Bright’s ctititude was ¢ form e/ super-leftiax.

Fright was clossified cs 4-F during ¥orld Wor II becuuse
of o severe psycho-neurcsis. His interest in the problems of the
Hegro wcs almost an ebsesszion. (100-15?464-15)

Fright left the United St.tes for France imn May, 1946,
and there ia mo indication in our files reflecting thct as
ever returned to the Unjted Siud

g s




An tnétutdual who Fiuves $m pPorts, France, aduvised in

Lecember, 19551, that sright regataed his Tnited States citizens iy
and lived off his bo.k rojalttes from Lpericarn sales. Ke r:Portcd

that he had attended a meeting which was ¢ "Communist front¥ and

which was generally critical of American polictes, racial and
Joreign, .his meeting was atiended by ¥right and {t was the

Conmunign, Re waz2 g8 wuch @ Comunist as he Aad ever been. §

informant's opinion that even though #right had publiely t;&gfnced

LR 200-177)6L=31
o - %n Decenber 16, 1987, X
\ that the JFranco=imerican Fellewship Group was organfized almost
~entirely dby Richurd kright, American writer, 1k Nonsieur Le

.~ Prince, Ffaris, Jrance, immediately after Jorld ¥ar II, end was

!
i

suppcsed to bde a sponsership for joung writers, ertists, and

entified scurce reported

poets who were stuuenie in France. At the time of its ergonizatic:
/¢ several of the atudents had rade staterents to the effect that
the grour was "leftiest” in the nature of §ts discussionge. Accordi-

to tne inforrant, ~right and his group were the targets of
attacs<s fron ene Jares Baldwin, @ young Negro writer who was @
stidenrt In FPoris. bBaidwin attacked the haired theres of the

Fright writings and the atienpt of the Franco-American Fellowship

Group to perpetuote "Uncle Tom Literature Hethoda.'ﬁzjﬁiﬂ
' (7o S. arry; 100-157/6)-3.2) ot
tn Decerber 10, 1951, an American citizen, then
living in Faris, advised that her niece, who was a situdent, had
been inviteu to join the Franco-A.erican Fellouship Group by
Richard aright, who stared $that the group was composed of
"militant persons™ fnteres.ed in the wel’are of the axerican
hegro. nccording tc the in;orrant, the niece attended one
reeting o/ the ergurnization ard comre to the conclusion that
despite tts denials of Communism, the group eapoused the Com-
muni st Party line as the girl had kncwn §t in the United States,
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In snswer to your Ingutry set forthr in
reference Ssomnunication, we Mave no objection 8o
your furnishing tnformation previossly furntshed by
88 concerain; Richard Fright, Providing that we ere
% Ro way Indioated es sAe 8okrce of the tnfermation,
You sre further aduteed tAat the identity of the 3
Sources Sfurnishiny the Information eontained in our
Beaorondun %0 you cannpt de divalged, '
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NOTE TO SAC's (.'Mcago,én dngeles, Nobile, 8nd Jew Yerk:

For the ssststance of all afftees rcoﬁnug
- coptes oy tnstant comnunioation, there fa attached @
eopy o/ a eelf-explanatory memorandun doted November 20,
1953, which was received from She Depariment as well
a8 & copy of the petition filed Dy the Atiorney Seneral
with the Subverstive Activitiea Conirol Board seekiag
to cause the registratien of the captioned erganization,

Bureau files reflect tRat each oS the
individuals referred $o tA the sttachnent ts well knewn
to the office in the area in which Ae 18 belteved

restde,
E/i N In the adbsence of any inforaction IR your
b el Jiles which would mcke such sction ¥madviscble,
H % Burecu cuthority ts graonted $o oonduot the requested
e tnterviews.
e In wiew of the distinct possidslity shat

the hearing relaiive %o she eoptioned organization
besfore the Bubversive Activities Control Board will
commence in the mear future, tt 18 desired that #he
results of your ectton tn Shie regard be submiitted iIn
memnorandum fora suftable for disseminaiten to dhe
Department to reach the Bureau mno later than
Decemder 17, 1953,
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'jf"a l""‘.*‘MIc_Bjﬁq WRIGHT CAeC,

. prige & w
E_ ;;555 ¥ i
‘ . N 355 Reference is made to your specific request for
bene [o .25 information reflecting captioned individuals defection
= y < Zd from the Communist Party.

G
; ﬁ%g A review of our files reflects that a security-type
(9]

Investig;&éon wia oonducted during 19,3-19.6 on a Riechard
YathanleY 'wright, who ie icentical with the captioned indl-
vidurl. Wright was born on September L, 1908, in WNatcheyz,
Missisaippl. Be elaims gipght years of elenmentary school
educsticn and profeesses experiente as a novelist, playwright,
poet, and newspa-er rerorter, Tn 1935 he worked oo the
Federal Writers Project in Chlcagec =2nd sold articles and
ahcrt sterles to magazines. Ir 1937 he worked on the same
project in Yew Yorx City. 4t that time he also did scme
work for the "Daily Worker" ard became a contr-buting
editor of the "hew Hassesz." EFoth of these pubiications
have been citec ae orgars of the Com-unist Farty by the
fpeci.l Comrittee on Un-American Activities, Report,

% Jaruary 3, 1939,

On March 21, 1942, Wrightt's name a-peared on the list
f the “Comzittee to Frce Farl Browder," which was published ir.
v he March 21, 1942, issue of the "People's Voice." The "Pecple
n Voice®™ his been cited by the California Comaittee on Un-Americs
fetivitles, Peport, 19.8, as among the publicutions found “to b
Communist initiated and controlled or so strongly influsnced as

to be in the 3talin solar system" ‘\“-\’
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Teisen Fote: USIA requested additional information

:f:;in-':]‘lichar ight in connection with USIA employes
.*USIA specifically requested informatlo ~4
- fection by Wright i -
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i ' RICHARD #RIGHT _;é:m____._,‘

Bornt “September I, 1908 /
Watohos, Kissiesippl

S— — v

-, @
Auid ok \Niial 4

In response top’ your name sheck request, you ars
referred to P8I invntigatin reports shad agency
in the case entitled "Richard Fathenie ight; Internal
Beourity ~ C" furnished your agency on Ustober 25, 1944,

eoncerning ths gubjest of your name sheck request.

- g .
Transmitted hecewith 1s an PBI investigative Ly /
report in ths easge entitled "Richard Nathanlel Wrightj
Becurity Matter - C" gonceraing the subjest eof your mame
sheack request.

R

t

.

On October 21, 1542, Wright's name appeared on the
1lst of the ®Corritteec to Fres Rarl Browler,” which wag
ublished in the March 21, 19,42, issus of the "People's Volee.®
o "Poople's Yolce™ has been oited by $he California Committee
n Une-Armerican Activities, Report, 19,8, ag among the
fublications found "to bs Communist fnitiated and eontrolled

r 8o =§rengly influanced as $0 be within the Stalin Solar
ysten. '
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ublished an article entitled "Rugro Artisle Criticisel

Yolson ods As Intolerant” {n which wWright was reported $o have
= :,f:?___etated ¢that his Communist ?if'%‘i??‘bz'ﬁj‘ihi? roughly oovered /
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the period from the lattsr part of 1932 or sarly !u't of
1933”:0 19,0, and his early assoclation with the Cormmunist

n Chic was broken &n 1937. I:m:, he enld, he was

-‘A-&n '-.-,.- “;A -ﬁ‘h -&-‘-4‘ ‘k-t h ues T
Yod SR wye Iua.ﬁul- SeRuy
$atated 1n 1937 and malntaines & rolat!cnchip uth the

froquently 1n the -3:‘:’“&& ¥ during 1901 ana 192
quently o .
Wright was reported to a nmm%ﬂcm
Cormittse to Save Refugoes as of March 6, 1942, snd

on Scpterder 18, 1942, he wrs listed ag ons of ths officers

of ths League or Adrmerican \ritors, sdvocating a second front
for Eurcpe. The Arvricen Comittee to Scva RHefugees hea been

attad aa a Cormamist Pramrm h' *hn an!.1 Fm‘tt‘n am m_

- W & wWAAW

!."l-._..
3.\ Anerican Activitios, Report “of March 29, 19!;1;, and the
- Lea~ue of American Writors has been clted by ths Attornsy
. Goneral of the United Statos pursuant to Executive Order 10450.

£100~157L6) =5)
The Ausust, 19.7,, 188U7 o7 the “Atlantie r.onthly'

. 1ished en article entitlec ™I Triecd to be a Corrunist"
= n which Wrisht dilscussccd his earliesat exporiences as a
' cocmat Party menber in Chicago and tonchod the
- wraohlame ha facad 4In t!nﬂm tn mnnt his fAans tn tha
Farty As & rosult conziderable publicity m van Hrisht'l
- articles in the "Dan Worker” mwzgn s colum
entitlod "Fow Tirmos,” lllhnd Augut 6, 19!;4,
$ssus of the "Dally Uorkor. Banjarin J. Davise, Jr.,
referred to ¥right and to wbat he ealled Wright's "ptmu.c
and wvholly mjustifiadle attack on t$he Corrunist.® Davis
referred ¥rightt's claln of withdra from the Corrmunist

in 1940, an! asked wulyy Wright walted mntil 19 to mako his
hraal publie. Davie fnguirad whenm \h-lnhl— wae trvinge ta ireorasns

and indiutod that Hrlg:t's attitade was a fornm or lq:or-
loftimn. i

wright loft tho United Btates for France in MNuy,
19,6, mmd thore is no Indication in our files reflect
he has ever returned to the United 2tatos.

-m‘
l.

™




P

g

ToinidlM

I’ An individual who lives in Paris, Prence, 7
adviged in December, 1951, that Wright retained his
United Btates citisonsghip and lived off his book royaltiea
irom Amsrican sales. He reported that he had attended a
mooting which was a "Communist front" and shich was
gonsrally eritical of American poli&ies, racial and foreign.
This meoting was attonded by Wright and 1t was the infornantts
- W opinion that even though Wright had publically renounced *\
N A, Commmism, he was as much a Comumist as he had ever been.{n\

O S (001574

QF ecoa&-’:!-*%;’)l)‘isl. another Governmental
N\ agency conducting intelligencc investigations reported that
X the Pranco = Arerican Pellowship Group was organizsd almost
VX entirely by Richerd Wright, American writer, 1 Monsieuk
~J gle Prince, Paris, France, immadiately after World War IJ,

15, and was suppossd to be a sponsorship for young writers,
Li .artists, and poets who were students in FPrance. At the time
+. of its organization: several of ths students had made
L statements to the effect that ths group was "Leftist" in
the mature of its discussions. According to the informant,
Wright and his group were the targets of attacks from ens
James Baldwin, a young Negro writer who was 8 student $n
Paris. Baldlwin attacked the hatred shemss oI the ¥Wrightts
writings and the attempt of the FPranco -i#srican Follmr%np
Group to Perpetuats "Uncle Tom Literature Methods.® w

On December 10, 1951, an American citisen, then
1iving in Paris, advised that her niecoe, who was s student,
had besn invited to jein the Franco « Amsrican PFellowship
Group by Richard Wright. who stated that ths groun was
composeu o "militant persons® interested in the welfare of
thL: Areriean Negro. According to the informant, the ntece
attended ons meeting of the organization and eame to the |( \)\\
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sonclusion that deospite 1ts denisls of Communisn, ths group

espoussd the Comrunist Party lins as the girl had known it
L in the United States. ﬂ (100-1571;&,_-32&
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he foregolng nformation fs furnished to

&8 the result of a request for an FBI fi1, ehnck and &,

Bot to De constrned &8 a clearance or g nonclearange of
: the individua) involved. %his information 1g furnished
£ for your use and shogid not de disseminated outgide of
' ) Jour agency. .
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on July 28, 194}, the Rew York "Herald Tribune"
published an articie entitied “Kegro Article Criticised Reds
. as Intolerant™ i{n which Wright was reported to have stated
that his Communist Party memberahip roughly covered the perioc
froz the latter part of 193c or early part of 1933 to 19,0, ar
his early assoclation with the Commurists in Chleago was broke
in 1937 when, he s:id, he was "e jectcd” from the Farty. Wrigr
stated that he was re-instated in 1937 and maintained a relati:
ship with the Party until 19,0, However, ¥right's name appear
frequently in the "Daily Worker" during 1941 and 1942, wWright
was reportied to be a member of the Amerlesn Committee to Save
Refugees as of Mareh 6, 1942, and on September 1E, 194z, bhe
was listed as one of the officers of the League of Ameriecan
Yriters advoczting a second front for Furope. The Amcrican
Cormittee to S8ave Refugees hag heen eited as a Comrmuniat
front by the Special Commiitee on TUn-American Activities,
Report of March 29, 1945, and the League of American writers
has been cited as Comnurist by the Attorcey General.

The ‘*ugust, 19,4, isaue of the "Atlartiec Yonthly®

putlished an
whichk Wright
Party member
irn trylng to

conaliderable

article entitled "I Tried tc be a Communist™ 1in
discussed his earliest experiences ap a Comzunist
in Chicago and tcouched upen the problems he faced

nrasgant hizs own 1dena to tha Parte, iz & waault

- - - & e W 41 WA il A PR

publicity was given wright's articlea in the "patl:

worxer" newepaper,

I his eolumn entitled "New Times," publish:

in the August 6, 194k, issue of the "patly worker,” Benjamin J.
Davis, Jr., referred to ¥right and to what he ealled Wrightts
"public and wholly unjustifiable attack on the Commuriists,”
Devis referred to ¥Wrightt's e¢laim of withérawing from the Cow=-
rmmnists in 1940, end eskcd why Wright walted until 1944 to make
his break public., Davis Inquired whom Wright was trying to

fmrnwasn ard IindAlicotsd that Wnichtla attitnde wuas a FfAarm af
amprese anc i 2L LThRAT Rprlgatie astilituce was 2 I &4

svper-leftism.

Wright left the United States for France in ¥ay, 1546,
and there 1s no indicstion in our files reflecting that he haa

aver returned to the Urnited States.
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An individual who lfm in Paris, France, advised in |
December, 1951, that Wright retained hir United States citizen~

ship and lived off his book royelties from Ameriocan sales, He
reported that he had attended & meeting which was a “Commmist
front™ and which was generaelly critical of Amerigin policies,
» pacial and foreign. This meeting was attended by Wright who had’
' publiely renounced Communism, but he wa= as much a Communist a&s
\ . he had ever been, ¢ . -t

N On December 16, 1951, another Governmental &gency éon=
~ -  ducting intellipence investirations reported that the Franco-

N American Pellowship Group was organized almozt entirely by

A, ‘Richard wWright, Ameriean writer, 1l Monsieur Le Prince, Paris,

‘6 - Frangs, irmediately after World War 1I, and wae supposad to ha a
>« . sponsorship for youn; writers, artists, and poets who were stu-
RV dents in France, AL the time of its organization several of the

students had made stetements to the effect that the group was
¥leftiet" in the nature of its discussions, According to the
informant, wrirht and his group were the targeis of attacks from
one James Baldwin, & young Negro writer whc was & student in
Paria, Baldwin attacked the hatred themes of ths Wright writ-
ings and the attempt of the Fransc-Amerlcan Fellowship Group to
perpetuate "Uncle Tom Literature Methods,” {L(\_O

On December 10, 1951, an Americen citizen, then living
in Paris, advised that her niece, who was a student, had been
invited to join the Franco-Amerioan Pellowshlp Group b{ Richard

*

- "

sons™ intere=zted in the welfare of ths American Negro., Accord-
ing to the informant, the niece attended ome meeting of the or—
ganizetion end eame to the econclusion that despite 1ts denials
, of Communism, the group eapoused the Communist Party line as tiw ‘
l girl had dmown it in the United States, {u) ﬁj

The foregoling information {s farnished to you as the
_pesult of your re uest faor file eheck and is not to be
saonstrued an & elaarancea or & nonclaarance w Individual in-

volved, This Information 48 fwrnished for yoir use and ghould
not be disseminated outside of your agency, '
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@ BUSTRY T4 GCL-
V/A97 By

TCongress of S-halars of the Hemro vorid”, sponsareq Uy the lefist d,g-7
7y Préoctice £hyiciine, i3 soheduled $o tae plece in Paris Sentember 15-02, AR,
993 Rk FJIEN, AocTien nexo o the Exesutive Comistee of Al
the Preseine A-c..ele and foomer Jaronist Purdy noober, believes P Ny

t, tiroih £ caveoul solertion of the Aserdcar Delemation 4o tae Al
Conzreas, e leftict tendons’es £7 the Conpress sen be postotiazad,
Mre PIGEXE], Polivizcel Adviser in tix I'rexch Mizistry, of Overcces
. Territor.es, believes the frporatse o the Soazress shinild not e
uncerestineted and that every etiart should be pede 40 Lresermve
the oriectation of the Présene £0=2:xine to the West.

.\ o, B
B

The Présen-e A'=ionine, vhich desorives itses as a Dultwwl Reviev of the Biack
World®, 1s a bincocHly mulliation, now £ §t2 oceventh yeer, Tle founder and publisher
of the Présence ATrizelne is M+, Aliome DIGF, e rether libere” but strenpiy Cotholis
necro, formeriy e res.aent of doter vut aow ldving io Paris. Tie orientatioa of the
articles €peering In the Préscnce Africcine eppecrs to be dofinitoly tp€ic lelt.

'Atne CESATRE, Caxrmist Dont) fra- ibhiinicee and 8 poet, end Rend SIST, o Hotden

and alleged t0 be ¢ norber o the Commnmist Perty, are Loth contributing nombers o

the Carxittoa for Poescnte Africaine. Oue Carxitiee members in:ivde:” A. ADAIDE,

S, 0. BICCNV |, &, BIYDDI, A. K. EJ3L., B. D'TIT, B, FLIL, A FRATLII, i Faulin JQACHTY,
J. KI, Scagat XU0, D. WUDCSST, Dlcal WVIDSGY, INUGAT, GWOL, Ray AUTRY, A, SADTI,

and A, WALE,

Ifxe Endessy has beon informmed that Presexe Africaine for ¢ tine recelved a subsidy
fran the Frenth Goverment ulhich wes subaequently discontimued boceise of the le:jéi;;)

arti-colonia) and generally msmi?.e ncture of 1ts editarical policy.
ler. bers of
The December 1955-Januery 1¢5° issue of Irenenze Africe re mr~icd, emong &
sdvertisenents, "An Appecl to Black Uriters &xd Armiists, prinuca ‘n both French end

Enzlish, whish constitsted an open fnvitetiom to Fess of scoiars of the Begoro
Vorld, schedded to tale plece in Paris, Scptecler Y0-22, = ion Ybore
= as. A

tle names of eishtecn peonle aamurising the Dieovtide Cawitice or uin C
mincozrephed reprint of the invitation, =00y o uWhi ¢h X3 Fom ‘
this d¢spatch, wos subsecuently addressed to tlhe ing oflicer, Sn noted
that Uni{pd Stetes nonlers gp the Faeabtive Cagittee Mno¥ude Tah:t s\ tfsmody) Py
Joscshine\AKTR, and Recbusd 1TIGEN - OfFICE OF § y y
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ist tendencies ©f the Executive Camittee for the Conress. Be

the oaibers of the Caxittee were ldbere! thinters end he thousht there
vas a distin:t donger that the Coxrm’sts nighit exploit the Concress to their o
ends, Meny mcnbers of the Presense Africa’ne, he sald, were in pcarch o en
ideal they could not cbtain end us such vold be fertile gromnd for Carrmist
explotation. 7o counternst such e tendenyy, Mr. Wright wvondered 12 the REibesgy
could assist hin In suziesting possible Aserican necro Geleptes Wio are relatively
vell knowm for their sultaal achifevencsts end o conld catxt the leTtist ten-
dencies of the Comgress. Mr. Uright, the Dooriment vill reesll, wvos hinself
foroerly a noober of the Caamantst Party. Lo Indisated thot he W orisinnlly oo
the Camittee oF the Prosease ATriinine Lut tiat he hed been dropmed rezestly
because of his present enti-Camualist prinmciries. B wever, Mr. Bi-hit's nane ves
reteloed oo the List of bosts Zor the forthaaning Conrress.

By cainzidense, Dre Francis Mo OTIXID, Minorities Af%atrs Advises, OffZce of
Poliry end Proixrms, with USIA in esiin %o, was in Paris shartly efter H-. Wricht'c
visit to the Ecbassy. Dr. Iormond iy slmdtted the folloving nomes of possible
delegntes o the Congress, normes Wiisd vie subseguently twned over to Wee Wright:

CARTR, Elror A, Lo
® pless: 2,0 Dmoodimy, O. Ye C.; Solurmidst; State Can-
* on

mesion aninet Mooarininat o

-

for teu =3 contrivetor to welly m, hoeriene

PraCescar o Dnclish at Dorpton Institite, Herrton, Virginmia;
foroerly held Leofer Great; asiior of o Doy oF Triagh’ end
An foerioan in India.

RBITSII, Sov. Jxes 1.
itnister of rPrecbtemian Qlrareh o the Moster, 132th Strect
. exd lorningside Avene, J. Y. C. Bas written scvernl boo'ss oo
! - mm‘

ROZI, Cord

Urites: bas held Leados Gracy; represcntative for Thnnea-
polin Stor Triluae”; atiended Bonluny Comercnse; hes visited
/Mrise; euthar of W Pitiluw and the Proud’, due to be mubldshed
in Anril, 105..

SCIYII®, Geore

¥ 3. ., W W R N T
0w Yoril editor of "Pittsuir Cous

editor in liegro Press: has troveled yddely.

[, J— )

iantie-ZaTzmist

r

1

B

£
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Br. USight eximec.ated the sooestias fornished hic Uy the Irbassy and added
these narws to a Mot € auvmasted dolontes he hid himnel® aorrooed ond had alveady

e . i of




! b I
. < . -

LI

. - . . - e R
b a L mbtw er  r can w4 -l L - X L. o - T e A - -
" " — - i der - EEE SRRV R e S a-‘n‘-...’uu;ui,‘-'.‘i}kil’hu)ir" pr? N :';_.:'. S

c. (s cap‘g{m}‘ O &"‘3;.3:*;. 25

For.s

| o rn
pge-q

forwvarded to Hr, Rey VILINS, Rerutive Secvetary of the motiasd Assoristion

R the Advancencnt of Colered Feople. M. Wripht, in forwarding the list of naes to
e Mr. Wilkins, sugcestod that Moe Wilkins might vork clescly with the Departoent

- before sounding out ench individual on hiz 4k 1lin-mess to scrve as a Doober of

<=  the Anerican Delegntion. -

Mr. Wright's 1ist in2luded the followving nanes:
ELLYSOT, Ralwh

Hyrnid et oyl Cavmew Salairines Bavlanme Yosrdy e e v
S etk O MaRA VAL Wk b ekd |y A LAl e W kd ol g SRS '6‘%

in Jtaly o e prix-de-Tiane.

onrs, Chester
H.velist Tram Chio,

ﬂi’ift‘S, lan~tan
Poct, no-elist, end avtiar o ehiléren's stories. .

' ROZDS, J. AL Pt
/ Po,dnr historian froan Bed Yorl City.
. ROILG. Cerl g

heoorter for Minmea~alis Star end Tribume/

R I, Wlltdior Gordner
S Iiovelist and jowrnelist; xorently eployed in Paris oo
= . Far Poastorn Deskh of Agenre Fronze Preases

SOLSTI, Melvin B,
Poct lovreate of Liberia; prodessar of Boolish &t
Lonoston talversity, Gilebomn; son 4s Pulbrisht Fellow in Paris.

— meml:sofm'.nines,m‘.m.:ins\a:ﬂm.&:ith,dmcmesappaarinthe
above list, have boen trensloted into Pronii;, a9 have the worls o Rr, Wright,
- —
B M- Mr. Mile JOSSCLSQU, Americen Executive Sccretsary of the Congress for Cultural

. Freedan, has expreased corsiderable initcresat in the fartheadng Congress of the
P = Fresense AfrZsnine and has called at the Enbassy, on the sugoestion of Mr. Wright,
. %o discus3 the irmlications and to offer his collebaration in combatting Commnist

Lefluenes.

1 M. Leon PIGXO, Politicel Adviser in the French inisiry of O.ecpeas Terri-
torles, said he felt that the Prescaoe Africeine represented en increasingly im-
portent graun, 8 GO O Lbercl thiners o might well be 1od down the Caxrmist

i path. Fr. Pigoon felt that every effort should bte mede to oriet the grop toward

AR the West. M. Pignoa sald he was gled thot the Congreds wos schettiled to tale

Place in Paris this year but be thotht 1t likely that, unless eppropriate steps
were talen, pmext ysar's Conmreds it be held in Progue.

o Y simypen o
Lot Be - R TN =)

Reprint o Pitacnse Africeine,inritation Robert P, Joy e
Deze, 1955-Fane, 155 . is5.c. Consclor & fbeswy ,
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a » . T
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A5l AFYDAL T0 BLASH KWRITTRS ATD ARTISTS

For the £ir3t tine in histowyy, lezro Uriters and Artists are poing to
tale the inltistive in mectin; togeiher ad in aszertaining hov they arc
situcied and vot thelir speciliz recnaasibilicies 1n the wld arce

Coicmed pen 2l the world oo are of opinion thot the Literatico of
the fnitiatlye of peoples oot enrich Irznn eculture to oo pean dourec.
Suck & Lilcintim enciiles man t2 be more 2ully eoascions o the exact rolae-
tionsliiy botween wlil beinss. I ic in neis's notae to revecl his dirensioas
colely by celf-crnression end oot by losving it to others to erress bis
real self, hile techaizs are fi-iahiin~ o’f the meeso~in~ of the world's
towt 1'nils, 1t 15 art gexerciel by the frecwrill of veonles tivg wiltl St
delineate, the imaost asherts of Mn-Daosean linen groms. Gogsing the
cultvral amctites of oo eoutries VT4 hove been un®alr ond fonoverishing.
Litewise % wotld have been herivl €0 golemce to willfull:: f-more e vhole
frocliom of e antna’, veoctalie o mineme) idozms, '

Brt 41 15 ool culture alone thet wAll derive beaefit €~on ooz Sree inttiss:
: Foace of ang' kind remias vncoud If its forrsile dues mot integrote the
real escirations of peonles formenly considered as pinces. ALl the sane,
ther must be heerd and re:osnized. c '

;

) .

e~ S !‘E.’Z‘L"&‘s‘ib.“_it;’ o the s:halos. e i35 Y P S, of polers
eocicly, ninze his ceilins reqiises hin to sha® Litht o evemyooe's culturel

o
4
B
5
Q
ke
?
K
i
g
4

eal 10 end dovelon in evesyane & sensc
of his polidarity with other nen end the warld.

Toe Hogro wWorld, the nost neflected by histaey, fs oot the last to aspire
after the exirvioe of its culton responaibilitics. O edvilizetions,
beoauoe they badnt thoucht it £fI4Ling 0 engrove their laws oo Wwass pomge

et ments, are remoing the roch @&icdolin of others. @ wedoys, the exrression of
cadtrel life Leing nesessary to the salezand of eqy civilizoticn, we foel
Dore acutely thas others the uwseas) o revenling corselves o the warld,
And firat o all, the wponsy o izirodusing aorselves to eash otler,

Begro Schalors don't kno ench other, They bave not yet tolen wp the

peasurenents of thelr respective pocsitdlifies nor of thelr caxxc lot.
They are scetierod anxd often isaloted $n sromndings wice thels neaconality

is not suflicicatly tiraed (o pretit.
Stnce nobody bas yot assessod the vbale contrivution of Jepes to

man’ing's heritee, the tadl: of deseribing it sod defin’ny the cenlus of
thelr pecnles 1 i to .
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Paris

Only a Conress can fuce a task of such magnitude. This task 13 so
mttb,tthcmaetsmuwbymwmtmnmw,
the less e moy gvade it.

Artists, historinns or pocts, thecloglans, scte::usts, or thinkers, we
are requesting you to take uwp your ariginal mission in this cur eoman task
end exrnine topcther with us the following programe:.

Bow Degroes of culture stand,
Lo contritetion of Hegroes to ioan culture.
Thenes, styles, frans that tyrify our peonle's genius,
1let relations are €0 be established with the nodern world
Q" oulture.

; Wiet difusion sivxld e given to the woris of auvthorg.
Aid to yourg vriters and ertists.

W Ry M

A\

Mfithm;msai‘Sclm.wsofﬂgeﬂesmHoﬂdﬁnhehemmm
froo the 19 to the 22nd Septecber 195 5. .

mmmmmmmmdmwwmmmw
derialiing, Just as scholars of the fesre World are iovited t0 beck our plan
by their simetie and astive cooercticn. _
* S "
mmmmmnsmmimwﬂmWMMcmﬁdemum
of their talent, .

IR

Potor ABDAINIS Afrique du Sud)
hnliﬂ A:{m UDS.A.)
Bofi AT Gald Coast)
BaLib ETLOLIA Soudan)
Prolessor BUSIA Gcld Coast)
Profesoso PICRNITS Oiperia)
Jaocpiiiac BATER UsSeha)
Aine CTSATE Martinique)
Bone IKPCIET Moity)
Cyprien ERINSI N gertis

_ Ben KLGERY I .peria

T 1. ELINAS Hoerin

. Ruul ABZORE Dahamery

Rene MARAY Martinique)
D_vidson NIL Sierrn Leone)
foos SUTKELA Miserin
Richod WCRIGTY V.S.A.)

TN g wroge e o owe,
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NEL'NFORMATION COMTAINED - . | MAMECHE
HERZIN IS U issiny August 22, 19
¢.5N¥[ i—-_mﬁ_i_B\@? &£ e 5%
Y'/ | == SERED
U RIcEARDARIGE? S~ - MAT AlUG 25182
Bornt ‘September 4, 1908 = NAME CHECK

Natches, Mississippl
/w// /
Reference is made $0 your request for coples of

investigative reports in the event the cnptionod 1ndividnnl
bas dbeen investigated by tais Bureau.

In response to your request, there are a ched
six reports in the ease entitled "Richard Nathanfel Mright,"
which appear to relate to the subfect &f your inquiry.

(100-157&6&

: n addition, you are rororred to the memorandua
T —— entitled "Richerd®wright,” dated July 8, 1954, which was
’ previously furnished to your agenoy.

The foregoing information 1s furnished to you as
& result of your requeat for an FBI file e¢heck and 1s mot
to be conastrued as & o0learance or & nondolearance of the
{ndividual involved. This informestion is furnished for
your use and should not be disseminated outside of your
sgenocy.

Enolosures {6)

orig. and one to USIA

reg. reo. 8.7-56 o afly ﬂ W
< VAA A "v ‘K w’

To USIA, réquested a search for mein rile°
Nichols He advise at only coples of investigative reports of the

Boardman — results of investigation were requested. Resson for request:
Belms: . .  Program for People-to-Peoplo,Partnevﬂpﬁg (fcrmerl President!'

oresy Program for World Understanding) <5 Ewlr 714 7» -
Parsons

Tinw ! éﬁﬁﬂ? %S§9>€D N AUG DY

N e : CESIS S

Tele. Room ‘ — o W W T 4
Holl — P N P
ces 1= AUC 25 1Y35 ‘ W’
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Ofice of Ovigin Dot Investigative Peckod
NEW YORK h!SB 3/18,20/58 g
Beport by .

SECURITY MATTER - C
. D
1
on 2/13/58, at American Embassy, Paris, France, subject 7 - -
executed s sworn statement in which he stated be had been & // {

which he stated his disaffiliastion with the Communist
came about because of & series of idecloglcal dispute

member of the Communist Party from 1932 to 1942. He previously
submitted detailed sworn atatement at Paris on 9/16/55, ii! 4
commmist officials., On 2/13/58, subject executed applicltiont§§§

for passport at Paris, France, in which he stated he has -
resided outside the United States since September, 1949, and

R . [T . mden ol mardeinmse & b o N p
that his date of return to the United States is indefinite.

-
on 2/21/58, Department of State authorized issuance of pass- 2

port to subject. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
- RUC HER:IN IS UNCLASSIFEED - -
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. DATEM—BY ZEN

On March 18, 1958, Misa MARY BARRY, Legal Sectmn»; h

"1 48 "}‘j

s

A

Passport Office, Department of State, made available to S2 > ¥
m the passport file of RICHARD WRIGHT. 4 review
) ] sclosed the followlng information: :

a Charge Do mot write In spaoes below

repant is loaned % you Py the FEL ond meither X ROy s coutents are 0 be distrbuted owhide fhe ageacy v which Socmed
TR o ! U 5 SOVARNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1085 O-—344780 ’
_l_,‘_; = . - e x\'\,’

-
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On February 13, 1956, RICHARD WRIGHT appeared
before AGIES SCHNEIDER, Consul of the United States of
Americe at Parls, France, belng duly sworn, stated he was
submitting the following statement as part of his appli-
cation for s passport which he executed on February 13, 1956,
In that statement, subject stated he was not then a member
of the Communist Party, but had been & member of the Commu-
nist Perty from 1932 to 19L2, and called attention to the
statement he had executed at the Amerlcan Embassy, Paris,
France, on September 16, 1954, fr further detalls in that
regard.

The Communist Party L=s been designated by the
Attorney Generel of the United States pursuant to Executive
Order 10L50.

s

- t .-....b 1L DT ATADT LIDTATIIM oo s

On September 16, 195, RICHARD WRIGHT appeared be-
fore AGINES SCHEIDRER, Consul of the United States of America
et Parls, France, being duly sworn, furnished a staterent con-
slsting of answers to questions annexed to his staterment. 1In
that statement, subject identified himself as being the same
RICEARD WRIGHT whose experiences in the communist movement
were included in the book, ®"The God That Falled.® Subject
stated he could not fix the exact time of his Joining the
Commmunist Party because he was a functionary in the Communist
Party before he actuslly jolned the Communist Party. BHe

o A = VAt aad A ek S e e

explained that the method used by the Communist rerty in
recrulting is of such a nature that the line or date of deter-
mining the exact membership is very difficult. He stated

that to the best of his recollection, the date (about 1933)
sbown in his book, ®The God That Falled", is correct. Subject
stated that he 1s the RICHARD WRIGHT who wrote a letter to

the League of American Writers expressing his views on the
Spanish Civil War, which was published in May, 1938, in the
booklet, "writers Tike Sides.®

~

The League of American Writers has been designated
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10L50.

Subject stated at the time of writing the ebove-
mentioned letter he was & member of the Communist Party. He
stated he is not now & member of the Communist Ferty of any
country of the world.

-2 -
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Subject stated that he diaanffiliated with the
Commuriist Party of the United States sometime during the
year 1942, and that his disaffilistion came about because
. of & serles of 1deological disputes he had with the

follo tormunist ofricials:P
d others. e stated his decision to !
break wit e Communist Party was predicated updn his '

disagreement with the Communist Party's position upon the \

egro guestion in the United States. -He stated that
at that time urged him to become a member-
at-large of the Communist Party, but that he refused to

heed that suggestion. B8ubject stated that two years later,
in 194}, he publiecly indicated his disaffiliation with

the Communliat Party by means sf-a press conference held in
the office of his agent in YNew York, PAUL REYNOLDS, &nd a
oL few months later he wrote two articles in the ®Atlantic

= - Yonthly" indicating he was no longer affiliated with the

e Communist Party. mc

Subject was asked if he was acquainted wit

in the C0fflce of War
e Information. ubject stated that he has a slight acquaintance-
G ship wit and it dates exactly from the pericd

' . which he did some voluntery work fo e Office of War Infor-
. mation in 194,2. He stated he met& in the Office of
"j{ | wWar Information in 19L2, and as he recalls was Introduced to

, and that
— this Introduction Tho e.in the presence of

Subject stated tmt%was known to him as a member
N of e Communist Part and he des

In regard to
not known to him as having

nist Party at that time. SubjJec

anrprised and taken back when

and the manner of his being introduced to him

implied that G understood the subiectts politic tion
very well. Subject stated that

-3 -
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' one of the leading

communists of the United States, approached him shortly afte
his introduction to and asked him to make a formal
application to work for the Office of War Information. Sub-
Ject stated he told them that this would be rather difficult
since he was a publicly known comuunist writer and had bem
Chief of the Harlem Bureau of the "Daily Worker."

The "Daily Worker®™ was an East Coast communist
newspaper which suspended publication on January 13, 1658,

- Subject stated that informed him
e, that the Cormunlst Party know exactly what it was doing in
E asking him to make this move, and that he should forthwith
get an application blank would eid him in £illing
.cx out the application blankl iibieii stated he obtained the
application blank and called at his homne,
which at that time wes at 11 Revere Place, Brooklwx, New York,
" and they Jointly filled out this application. Subject stated
c— the application reflected that he was a member of the Cormmu-
nist Party and objected to the linking of cormunism with
fascism, as the application implied, and indicated that aub-
ject was a patriotic person wishing toc make a contribution
to the war effort. Bubject stated he took this applicetion
before & Notary Public and swore to the truthfulness of its
) contents, an act whick at the time made him, perhaps, the
—_— only sworn Comrmunist in the United States., Subject stated he
took this application
- the O0ffice of War Information and handed 1t to them., He
stated they read it snd had a consulstion about it in his
sight, but out of reach of his hearing. Subject atated that
their comment to him was, ®You are reelly intransigeant.®
Sibject stated he returned to his house and walted anxiously
for some days to hear from his application, and he began to
suspect that they never actually turned it in, He stated he :
o doers rot know what happened to it, for he never had a reply to
t application. Subject stated he consulted with&
ebout why he never heard about his application, and
astounded him in his home in Brooklyn by telling him :
he d no recollection of having helped subject make out such '
an application. Subject stated that upon reflection, he
—- reglized that the Communist Party bad undoubtedly declided he
was too well known as & cormunist to be sponsored for work
in the 0ffice of War Information, and they had, therefore,
chosen someone else less politically prominent to teke the Job

-l - \
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him to becore & member-at;large of the Communist Party,

but subject rejected this suggestion Subject ‘
stated he has had no further contact with ‘
since that time, nor has he had any contact w e Commu-

arty
%He stated he has me n several occasions
since en, and has attempted to extract from him an expla-
nation of what transpired concerning his sworn application,
”constantly denied all knowledge of such an incident,
ch has caused the subject to distrust -profoundly.

P

On February 13, 1758, st Paris, France, the subject
executed an application for paessport. In that application,
the subject stated he was born September L, 1908 at Natchez,
Mlissisedppi, and maintains his residence at 1L, rue Monsieur
Le Frince, Paris, France. He indicated he hes resided out-
side the United States as follows:

France ('ey, 1346 to December, 1946)
France (august, 1947 to August, 1949)
Arcentina

and France {Septerber, 15.% to date)

Subject steted thet he considers Paris, France to
be his legal residence and indicated thet the date of his
return to the United States 1s indefinite. Subject indicated
he was last married at Coytesville, New Jersey on Narch 12,
1941 to FREDA POFLOVWICZ, who was born September 3, 1912 at
New York, New Yori. Subject listed his father ss NATHAN
WRIGHT, born about 1873 4in }ississippl and his mother as ELLA
WILSON, born sbout 1861 4n Kississippl., He stated the present
whereabouts of his father &4 unlmown, end that his mother
resently resgides in Chicez eferences:

that he desired a passport to permit him to
visit France and other countrles for the purpose of travel and
business.

On February 21, 1958, the Department of State
authorizecd the American Embassy, FParis, to 1ssue a passport
to the subject,

-5 -
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The following information concernlng the 1ssuance
of previous passports to the subject was set forth ing his -
passport flle: '

On Mey 1, 1939, Passport Number 614947 was issued
tc the subject. If kis aprplication for that passport, subject
stated he desired to travel to Mexico, England, and France
for a vlsit of one yeart's duration for the purpose of atudy

and writing.

On September 17, 1940, the subject, by letter to
the Passport Office, regquested the return of Passport Kumber
e R el oam  me

£, :ﬂ '7 wh? alh woa +alram P - .
l.)4.!.1, l+ l'\ll..l..L\aLJ- WL O valr.oli .I.LUJu Inl..! "U.)‘ J._Zl.....&.bldh.J-UJJ. ﬂUbUUJJ.DJ.Gﬁ

at the Mexican border on Jure 15, 1540. Subject stated that

on October 15, 1540, he intends to taeke a trip to the Soviet
Union and will depart from San Francisco en route to Vladivostok
via Yokahama, He stated he wlll be making this trip as an
invited guest of the League of Russian writers sné the purpose
©of the trip will be to study the nationzl minority problems
existinz in the Soviet Union.

On September 27, 1940, the Passport 0ffice, by lette
informed the subject that there yas no 1mperative necessity
for his journey to the Soviet Union and that the Department
of State wi3 unable to valldate his passport for the journey.

On May 13, 1941, subject, by letter to the Passport
Office, reguested renewal of his Passport Number 614947 in
order to permit him to travel to the Soviet Union and China.
He stated he intended to depart from the Unlted States at
San Francisco on July 21, 19L1 for travel to Wadivostok vis
Kobe, Japan. Subject stated the purpose of his trip would be
to write news artlicles for the Assoclated Negro Press, 3507

South Perkway, Chicego, Illinois.

On June 2, 1941, the Passport Office, by letter to
the subject, Informed him that the Department of State did
not belleve that accredited American Journalists should be
permitted to proceed to the Soviet Union until the Soviet Union
s disposed to be more lenient toward the travel of United

States representatives.

- b -
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Cn March 9, 1946, subject, by letter to the Pass-
port Office, advised that he intended to travel to France
on April 15, 1946. He stated that his wite serves him in

the cepacity of secretary and research worker, and inasmuch
as he 18 to represent the publication, "Twice & Year", to
the French public, writing articles about French literary
developments, reestablishing contacts for the distribution
=~ of the periodical, and seeking manuscripts for reproduction

P - in America, it was necessary that she accompany him.,

On April 29, 1946, Passport Number 64,829 was
i1ssued to the subject and was validated for travel to France

only. On Xarch 16, 1948, subject!s passport was renewed

/7
H UJ&J-J L]
’1(‘ for two years. At the time of renewal, the subject stated
. that he has resided in France since May, 1946, for the pur-
= pose of serving as a Correspondent for the Associated Negro
— Press.

Cn March 6, 1950, Passpeort Number 122 was issued
to the subject at the inerican Enbassy, Buenos Alres,
Argentina, 1In his application for that passport, the subject

—
stated he desired a passport in order to visit France, Haiti,
England, Italy, Switzerland, and Belgium.

‘On November 26, 1951, the American Embassy, Paris, -
France, furnished Information to the Department of State
reflecting that the subject was malntaining residence in Paris,
and that the Embassy had received information indicating that the
subject was willing to go to any length in order to attract
attentiorn. to the problem o©f raclal discrimination in general
and to i1ts manifestations in the United States In particular,
It was further stated that the subject has been using as an
instrument for his publicity, & group to which he has given
- the name of "Franco-Anmerican FeIbwship."

N LR

Cn February 21, 1952, the subjectts Passport Number
122 wes repewed for two years at the American Embassy, London,
England. At the time of renewal, subject stated he was
reiding at 28 _Glenluce, London, England, and pursuing the

arcnnatinn Af writen -
VeoLblUpRvall Wi - )
- / / -

r - - Wi ek Wl oS
On February 23, 1954, Passport Number 2538 wajzﬁssued

~

R b
p

iq

Y
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to the subject st the Americen Embassy, Peris, France. his
application for that mssport, the subject stated he was /fresiding
with his wife, FREDA/FPLPLOVICE, and two children, JULIA“VRIGHT,
born April 15, 19L27at Brockly, YWew York, and RACHCLNRIGHT,
born January 17, 13.7 at Peris, France.

-7 -
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA
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DIRECTOR, FBI pate: §/% /58 4

ITED ’9 /£s GOVERNMEN

SAC, WFO (100-15433)

he Bureau are four b

the report of S
T -]

RICHARD WRIGET
SECURITY MATTER - C

Being forwarded herewith to t

This case was celled to the attention of WFO by

ROBERT JOHENSCK, Chief, Legal Section, Passport Office, De-
partment of State.

o]
Bureau (Encls.dﬂ”
-Kew York {Encls.3) (RK)

BLL 17T CONTAINED
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DAiE g.2.C 22 BY Sp@8pilee

Copies of passport application photo of subject
and his wife will be forwarded to New Yo

rk via routing slip.
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TO pirector, FBI (NN

Frov @ sac, cuicaco (IR
sveJsecT:

NTERNAL SECURITY - C;

SMITH ACT OF 19&0
» .Y, A

7 ,
ReBulet dated Mey 2, 1958 entitled "p. 8,

'R SIiITH ACT MEMBERSHIP RETRIAL)"
and New York Jetter to Bureau May 13, 1958 entitied
18-C" and my airtel of May 22, 1958, |

or of "Native Son". > O
not place WRIGHT in the CP but recal e
hed numerous discussions with person believe o be GHT

concerning a manuscript of a ublication being. prepared
by WRIGHT. m the individual believed -
to be RICHA IGHT was employed &t the settlement house

at 39th and Langley Avenue, Chicago, Illinois and was
connected in some way with the Abraham Lincoln School of

@- Bureau (RM) /\l

| digpii—— ., W0

S = Chicago

RICHARD WRIGHT)

'A"-!- t’l"\"rquf.ﬁ‘:-\ o
HERE,, ;,;.Ur_;-;ffs Y CONTAINED .
DATE S N

2 Fj/ i %DP 5_ ?C-e__ R
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Chicago.
WRIGHT was highl

Indices of the Chicago Office reflect that
RICHARD WRIGHT, the author of "Native Son" in 1936 and
1937 wes using the address of Apartment Number 1, 3743 Indiana
Avenue, Chicago, Illinoipy

BursAy /. | b

It 1s requested that the New York Division be

permlitted to contact RICHARD WRIGHT concernin his possible
knowledze of

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK T

Will on receipt of permission from the Bureau,
interview RICHARD WRIGHT along the lines set out above.
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UNITED STATES OF AMERI_
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Paris 8, France J‘k

Date: June 26, 1958

To: Director, FBI //.’ /
_-' KJL f'rom: Legal 4ttache, Faris (100-697)
o A“T? Subject: RICLAH%IC&HT

SECURITY MATT:iR - ¢
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American Embassy

Parls £, Frence
A ALLII._?"Jm[ATI N oo
% HITIznae :O‘NE‘N
R T O

JU.ly 7’ 1958‘6,“1/., ‘z‘ OTH.EE'J’:‘ISE
(487 o
Director, F3I 04,2)9043% C? .
Op " A ) ‘,/
Legat, Par . (100-597) P‘Pﬂ,f?”f,/*-.ib /'
g . S 6“:"\?f".b- ~
ubject: RICFARD wRIGHT SPVENE - Al

SECURITY TATTER - C Q:efr\':
a.. -. .\
e .
Re Paris letter 6/2¢/58, d b

Any adcditional inforration coming to the sttention
ol this office concerring the subject will be forwarded to (J
the Bureau.

One extra copy of this letter is provided for trans-
mittel to New York, office of origin.
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August 21, 1958
Director, FBI
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
American Embassy
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October 29, 1958
Director, FBI

Legat, ﬁris (100-697)
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FE T
Subject: RICHARD WRIGHT ' T
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Director, FBI
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Subject RICHARDemeHT

SECURITY MATTER - ¢

Re Paris letter 10/29/58, Lj m
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
Paris 8, France

o -

Dates February 13, 1959 ‘ }‘I o I
- J?T*J
L_’ To: Director, FBI
From: Legat, Paris (100-697)

Subject: RICHARD WRIGHT

SECURITY MATTER - C . b\

Re Paris letter 11/21/58, \)
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Legal Attache, Paris (100-697) February 19, 1.
Director, FBI (100-157464)

D . . r.\ .
RICHARD WRIGHT *-LuNg gl ]
SECURITY MATTER - € Tl

Reurlet 11-2]-58,

1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (routixtérough for review) g
/
i

NOTE ON YELLOW:

Wright's Security Index card canceled 1948.
Self-admitted member of CP approximately 1932 to 1944,
Has lived in Paris since 1946. Author of well-known
books “Black Boy" and "Native Son” which decry treatment
of Negroes in both South and North. Has publicized
his break with the CP but alleged to retain some of
his previous sympathies. ' LU

- pit* consienflpliet s 20 - 15/l A 5/7
LEGAT

ewer
‘ 9= FEBZ20 ﬂ,
) /- / COMM .« FBI 10 j
‘ . ! ! /‘
" J'&ELETYPE uniT [ ) Q v
59 |

'
), B5 FEB 25 1959

Tty
. y




A THE FOREIGN SERVICE ¥
OF THE

e

- ’ .

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ‘> ys
American Embasay

Paris 8, France 5,«.—3 r'

| : b XY 4
(/ ) . /'. " .‘*
Lt Date: February 26, 1959, 4 a

, To: Director, FBI (100-157464)
Z———From: Legal Attache, Faris (100-697)

SubjJect: RIChARD WAIGHT
SECURITY MATTER - C

HeBulet 2/19/59 end Paris let 2/13/59., 0
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. THE FOREIGN SERVICE . )
IF""‘ A”"'ﬂﬂm - OF TI"'E
) UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

N G e e My FEIVE B - e oy
PATE B S et~
- AAE  CONDRNTIAL i T

February 11, 1960 L d
Director, FBI (100-15746L) :;As :

SOA. £riie .,
legat, Pnria {100-697) DATEK; '

RICHARD WRIGHT
Sk - C

Reference Paris Office letter to Dirsctor 2/25/5?2_‘
On 1/21/60, Headquarters, United States Army

Subject:

Fanmze
Fo 23
L. /3
o‘ .
, =
' 2
Y

N,

{1 = ommunications Zone Europe (USACOMZEUR), Office of the
:: § Birector of Security, furnished the Paris Office with a

eport euptioned "Posaible Subversives Among US Personnel

n France" dated 1/18/60. Thias report contains a surmary

" of informetion developed by the above agency iIn the course

of a »

‘ _Bufile

ocuriti investigation of

b1
b, %

au (1 - Fox. rorﬂCD‘\F
P‘ril . f,' '_7-.,_.




Director, FBI February 11, 1960

Subject WRIGHT, according to this report, resides
at 1} rue Monsieur le Prince, Paris b,

The following information was set forth in the above-
referenced U, S. Army report: (

state 8
c n the French Communist Party and Q
has been engaged in spreading communiat doctrine through the

L I
e BRI
2 5
L] - .
. i



Director, FEI February 11, 1960

P.‘\'lv—t

(o
T 1

F’AF’G. Mrs. Ricm is the lc)i{u comnunist umbor or Z?*’?

the family and hes mede a point br‘TInaditizg N¥egro persoanel.
who hcold views other than communiast,! quaintances of -7
Source who had attended some meetings stated that as far as
they had been able to discover, the FAFG was devoting all of
its time to very uncontrolled discussion of the things that
were ‘wrong with the US.' Source steated that WRIGHT had
boasted that he had ‘the State Departmont in my pocket--they
R call me in for conferences, the fools.' ]&K\Sﬁ
Lo - "In January 1952, an American XNegro male atudent
x" N then attending the Univerasity of Paris ststed that in about
\* June or July 1950, Richard WRIGHT asked Source to join a
'‘protest' group aimed at ‘'forcing the employment of more of
the Americans of African ancestry’' in US government jobs in
Paris, Source told WRIGHT that it would be better to be
certain of facts before t'going off half-cocked.' WRIGHT
then accused Source of having an 'Uncle Tomx attitude,! Ilater
the orgenization tried to interfere with the French policey
of employment and held protest meetings at which the members
discussed the fact that Algerians, Africans, and French colonials
L:fre nct em:loyed in other than menisl capacities in Paris.” C?kfﬂj

Fed

The above date 1is being furnished to the Bureau
and the New York Office for purposes of information and
possible interest,

No further action i1s being taken in this matter
but in the event pertinent information 18 received In the
future on captioned subject; it will be furnished to the

Buresu and NYO,
RUC.
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ichard%righ_t, Novelis,

uthoro

‘Native Son’

PARIS, Nov, 30 (APJ.-LHICh-!- work in Memphis, Tenn., 8¢ the

ard Wnght, the Negro author,

Bied of 2 herr! attack Manday
night.

The Mississippi-born writer,

& longtime Paris resident, i
best known for his novels such

as “Black Boy" and “The Out- v
:ing articles and stories to amall

sider” dealing with the prob-
lems of the Negro in American
society.

Mr. Wright, 52, who had su?-
fered recently from intestingl
trouble, was hospitalized Satur-
dny for treatment.

Mr. Wright's latest work
dealt with & theme he spent a
lifetime exploring. Titled “Fish -

belly,” the book traces the im-.

ct of American racial ai.
pe ‘a  Government inv

titudes upon the Negro.

QIr. Wright was born negs
Nachez, Miss, on Beptember
4.1508. He attended a Beventh

& Adventist school
ome but quit an

ear nhis

.

/ "i.l‘_-fi

ri.

'age of 15.

He did his firet writing dur-
Ing Lhe depression under the
lauspices of the Federal Writ-
.ers Project, first in Chicago in
1835 and then in New York in
1837,

Mr. Wright began contribyut-

literary magazines and to the
Daily Worker and New Masses,

‘both  Communist publications.

He first attracted natingpl at-
tention  with “Upzie Tom's

Children” in 1p3e,

“Native 8on.,” published in
1940, establishet him as one of
the foremost American con-
temporary authors.

Mr. Wright was idengified by
tigation
witness in 1852 ag former

Communist who hrokebb'it.h the

.party.

Tolson
. Mohr
Patsons
Belmont
Callahan
“-DeLoach
Malone
McGuire
Rosen _ __
Tamm
rotter
W.C. Sullivan _
Tele. Room __
Ingram
Gandy

g ]/

~/

o

The Washington Post and
Times Herald

Thae Washington Dat Npws

The Evening Btar D

New York Herald Tribune

New York Journal-American _

New York error——._.__.___
New York Daily News

New York Post ———
The New York Times

F |

The Worker "

The New Leadar

The Wall Gtreet JoInl —_—
Date 13 el
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Paris 8, Prance

December 7, 1960
' Director, FBI (100-157h6h)_,
Legat, Paris (100-697)
Subject: RICHARI?HRIGHT
SM.-¢C
Re Paris letter 2/11/60,
Enclosed 1s a clipping from the 11/30/60 issue
of the "New York Herald Tribune”, European Edition, Paris, :
reflecting the death of the subJect at Paris on 11/28/60.
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Richard Wright Dies in Paris:
American Negro Author, 52

American Negro auther Richard {dsy night. A longtime Pars vesi-
‘Wright, 32, has died of & heart[dent, he & best Fnown for his
attack in Paris Death came $0(novels, such sas “Black Boy™ and
the Mississippi-born writer Mon- [“The Outsider” dealing with the

: T ~~{problem of the Negr) in Ameri-

can society,
He had suffered recently {rom
. Intestinal trouble and was hospital-
ke ized Baturday for treatment. .
. His latest work, published by |
) P Julliard just & few wWeeks ago,

deslt with ttie-theme be spent a|
a lifetime -#xploring. Titled “Fubh-
‘ belly” £#he book traces the {mpact
ﬁ' = of Awerican recisl attitudes upon
. the Megro.
- e Mr. Wright was born near Nat
R chez, Miss, on Sept. 4 1908, He
atiendad 3 Seventh Day Adventis:

achool nesr his home but quit
- and went toc work in Memphi, New York Herald
- Tenn., at the age of 15 | Tribune
B . From Memphis European Edition
. Prom Memphis, he drifted to Parls, France
[ . Chicugo, where he worked at odd 11/30/60

jobs.

s His f{irst writing was done during

. ’ the deyression under the auspices

= of the Federal Writers Project,
- first in Chicsgo in 1935 and then
.- in New York in 1937.

He brgan contributing articles
and slories to small literary ma-
gazines. He {irst attracted uation.

- attention with *Uncle To

o fidren” in 1838.

T “Native Son,” publighed in 1

- blished him ss one of e

remost American contem
authors,

el
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

/ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, wheve
indicate®t, explain this deletion. )

A Deleted under exemption(s) b with no segregable
material available for release to you.

(] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you ot the subject of your request.
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U]
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:"
2
]

g Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

e—— Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon retum of the material to the FBI.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

] For your information:

@/ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
100~ 157246 - 51

- XXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXX
g DELETED PAGE(S) g
NO DUPLICATION FEE
XXXXXX FOR THIS PAGE
XXXXXX
XXXXYX

¥BI/DOJ



Tl ey -

. bi T
.  zsee
A /C""/!g’/ﬁ%ﬁ/’S' U = % :{FM?—SS

1 - Mr, WC Sullivan
nmm'mnm; 1 - Name Check Sectioi
REC- EMARD MARGOLLES 1 - Mr. Stefanssen "
v\\'\/::\

b\
ot

=

%
Accordi articles, Richard ¥ri ‘
who sppesrs to be?dmtm-»kum bhanjel mﬁ’:
- bora en uptenbc:- renouned Ancrican Negro sutho
4 B ed as resultcfahunattacl.h L-,ancc,en
e oveuber 2, 1960,  (100-157464)
. M:*J‘.;;"'we x
< , : ) .
r"'-‘:i _ h;ffi.&;f!bﬁr _-_3_,;‘!'"\1 EJ
S 1 - London '{:c.'f; ;t:"ﬂff” r
J e 73 - - 8 <
. 1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (detached) g
— NOIE: ki
3
e

£ A

MAILED FROR DIVISION FIE "‘“ (9-)

"SRl 1619‘1‘3 MAY10 1963 t: - - il '

or (AL YA

/

/’__.__

/

L MAT @AM | P 1



0-19 (Rev. [0-26-57) ~

e - L83 v6-06I1 [ o e

- Bell‘.um -
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K’rsom
apen
~ Tudim
Trouer
Clayton
Tele.Room __
Helloman
hlte Man IS Inlruswe ’
Reviewed by Carl F. Storer .-‘ L
o — rolnlui Actentist Wilh the Bronkings Instliutien D
. WHI ISTENX! Ry outsider, living in two w m‘]ds W
:i L. DPouble: an4 able to helieve in neither.
: 8y, 5. No solutions or plans of
" th.irHI?osui W ”10 ““‘lﬂ 11|n “‘“": action are presented. Wright
-~ 'l will probably nu “
= do 80, because il 15 wrillen Fontr.‘nds that }"e fm' dt'(;‘p
e by a Negro. Those who do in our hearts, know exactly
¢ read it raay not like it. es- what to do, though most of
- pecially if they are inrlined us would rather die than do
- o feel that evervthing said jt.” VWho can say that he is
s about social prohlems must wrong?
- bs cqnstruclive. F‘UI‘ this is To those familiar with
I:o ;JLHCT and vituperative Wright's work, this book will
ok, “explosive and Dbla- have a famibar, personal s i) T
tantly unacademic™ ring. Perhaps more than the WA E\' - “,7
Richard Wrich: cornnents plight of the world's colored -
4 stdent!v on white-colored Te- peoples, it reflects his own é 4
/ll .ations in the world, dealing plight as a talented and sen- L /0 0
" principally with the psveho sitive American Negro. Read- i -
“Q’Cj\ lozical impact of whiie meu's Ing it, ane is mindful of his : - uded
\\_‘ . \ intrusions on  cnloved poe elasing words in an earlier A;‘:: 1L 1 16
ples. Whether they came as osgay: wEL AR eIy
missionaries, husincssmen or 1 would hurl words into
eonguerors, Wright argurs, this darkness and wait for an —— ey~ oy -
they have helped tn umler- echo. and if an echo sounded,
mine the cultures of Africa nn matler how famntly, 1
and Asia. would send other words to
Thus, the eolored man has tell, to march, to fight, to -
heen alicnated from his create a sense of the hunger : ’
own, while he is also pre- for life that grows in us all Wash. Post and
vented from becoming a part to keep alive in out hearts a .
of 1he —zkite culture around sense of—~tre—taexpressibly Times Herald
kim. He remaios the true human.' Wash. News
Wash. Star
, N. Y. Herald
[ Tribune
-4 N. Y. Journal-—
- .o American
\ ' : N. Y. Mirror
FOE . N. Y. Daily News
. { ' } N. Y. Times
AR Daily Worker
- A - Tho Wark
/J . : . e oIl e———————
- New Leader ..
P - j
:
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ined ,ljighter, bendi
and burying her face
wnds. I stared. Had 1
- something funhy? :
During the following days, I
;iearned through discreet ques-
Yoning that I seemed a-fantastic

; ejement to the black Coromu-

nists, I was shocked (o hear that
* Y, who had been anly to grammar

schoo!, had been classified as an

INTELIECTIIAL, -

1 learned, to my dismay, that
the black Communiste in my yntt
had commented upon my shined
shoes, my clean skirt, and the tie

party cell—“unit,” ms it was called— to assign me ‘to full duty in Thé ¥ark

3
g
&
7]
g
!
g

P TRIa,. “pead. that article weeta ¥or

Lo
g FUi Withs «OF

‘the New Mazses sbout Joe Louis.

to ask my
'as 1 ed to give my unit & report of activities, writing,
ﬁltb;ﬁz Illzacidﬁr?;tﬂl ¢ ?":‘.‘\ T et e = . mntohpor_uwe'veyefmm.
B bt b B S AP REL
I went to my frst unit T taitad oA TR SS
re short

< - “Dick,” he began, “we

¥ ~of forcea. We're facing & grave
Eﬂﬁl' - - <

[

crialn,
His smile left and he stared at

4
’

he
asthma. “We've discussed wﬂ
and know your abilities. L]
want you tp work with us. We've
got to out of our narrow
way of working and get our
to the church people,

things,” I said openly.

“We want to trust you with
an Importent 1 " be
22|

“What do you want me to do?”
*We want yow to organize a
commit{ee againet the high cost
of Uving® -l 0110 ol et
1 was In the midst of writing
a hovel and he was calling me

Lo

* The"Fames m!
- writing and Informed me of the ewry

1= I argued that efther
nove. i t A charges tbat Communists waete : "1 sald "a
novels?rg'l'he Pn:t;' ll‘:ad;r::l: bringing against one another, writer who hssn't writien any-
that both x:_wj:_be done. The at- my astonishment I heard thing worth while Is a most doubt

» n in the of
FAETY nmm'min into my on_h:l ﬁ:ﬁ":“ I hope to complete
efforts at expression. The club .. tor of so. Let me con-
decided upon & conference of all - co! that I'm
ihe Left-Wing writers of the o S hankering & write
. Middle West. T supported the S ind <o S dets with you all e
,3ea and argued that the confer Lo “party - A B S
7 emce ghouM Geal with crafs prob- U0 P o S A . said, turning in his
, lems. My srguments were e oy = : e sayy Tha ¢ ng his band as
*Jecied The , e dloy e, Mo whimpered Sepentiaie, T was] X brush lﬂ.ym
B - p : . - “What foes. Desal .
Pt o Py nopmeelon on Bty ¢ oy Juu L i 0 0 1 e s f
" sy urpou.ﬁm ﬁfﬁm "ﬁ,m,cﬂ‘“,wmrﬁapmrmi i " e 1 nerhgl‘vt
Write & foa Mok ?‘d:’;s‘:f;:,. niat, dor T did not"ﬁw what his Duddy Nealson He was 2 yart, ‘.ﬁ’.wx:”mpﬁgm taxk®
march on the pleket Hine the orper ATURdE would Be. © 05 gy Bid Tiog, 2 furtive il bl sngry with the
y G S ‘per, and
-'I,}:di;?fg;nn: um::e;e{d with I Ia:ftiu:rmlgn MEETINGS Euﬁu‘eﬂ% m And Wm A=y {.n"'.:’.g&’;ﬁ“?
Lh) £ L) 1 s ;) )
a3 adviser. The question debated discip Oms;gml.:'m.tnueﬁ‘: mﬁﬂdmrf at MIP- accepted §t wholly.
Yas: What does the Communist Communist—defylng the c¢ode , “They tell me you , N
expect from the club® The  that enjoined him te shun sus ~ *I try o, T said E
munist leader pect elements——came to my home  “You ean write” he snorteld:
. v o x
. T .
/ A, . —
O ' VoA e 7‘:, D v
J .
24 o o= - oyl U
s BV P
gSSEi K- v \/0. - A
_1TLE T * _ INDEXED N Vi i‘&'—nmpoiﬂ C
CLASS . v/EERY /AR y L _ /A SEP /. 1950
v G P01 e
B T e i B T T HERE R 1 i W BT —
S taba N R A

-

“The Party's always facing & -
" I sabd

students, club people, profession-
*I dor't kmow i1 1 £t inle C¥F

ot from it to tabuiate the price of in

.munisty

— e Author

w GGood stuff. First political treat- —. RBichard Wright was horn i

1902 ou & planiation 28 mile-
from Natcher, Miss; of poor
Negro parents, Deserted by hic
father, his mother, & washer:

flcult

story whiich T do not care to
clte now; it would serve no pu-
l)oee.‘ But I tell you honestly th:

think ¥'ve found a solution ¢
my difficulty. I am proposin
here tonight that my membe
be dropped from the Pan

rol
*No Keological differences I
pel me to say this I =imply ¢
not wish to be bound any longe
by the Party’s decisions, I shou!
like to retain my membership |
those organizations In—edueh—th
Party has influence, and I sha
comply with the Party’s prograr
those organizations I hop
that my words will be accepte
in the spirit in which they ar
sald. Perhaps sometime in th

_ fature I can meet and talk wit

the leaders of the Party as t

what tasks T can best perform.
I sat down amid a profoun

sllence. .

“Is there any discusdon o
Comrade Wright's n';:ltfym“
the secretary asked A
- mvemq!hnt [
‘Wright's stalement be deferred,

The next t two Negro Cor:
at my home. The
g;imded to be Ignorant wf wh:
happened at the uplt mee
ing. Patiently, T #xplained whi
“had occurred e
. "Tour story does. mol AgTY
with what Nealson says" the
aaid, . -,
“And whai Goes Nealson 5&7
T asked N
“He says that you are in Jeag
with a Trotskylte group, and th.
you made -an appeal for othe
Party members tgrollo v you .

lea the Party.
.P%ps.ﬂnct!ﬁu‘lﬂ\huﬂ
Party, 1 thought, out of my t0
. dngs 1 ocould fling
spark into this darkness I wou
try. not bocause I-wantad tn b
pecpuse 1 felt that I had to I

were 1o lve at.all,
1 would hurl words Inte ¥

unger for life that gnaws in
Y, to keep alive In gl;': hearts
‘Sense of ‘the inexpressibly hum:
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