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V vvuorlmov nc1"I= Subject born in Ietchee. llleeieeippi. 1909. 92
end et ego of 15 ren eve; from orphen eqlm U

l eno then imnne� hie we: throughout the eooitry. - 1

� Subject eeployed by IPA from l-3-38 to 5-1&#39;!-89. 1
Subject the euthor of "letive Son�, e novel -

1 which wee later Id-epted um e oh: to ee-IO �
eeee, end thie pley In included in �The Beet �

� run of 1940 end 1941&#39;. Informtion regarding 1
V euhjeo�e hook, �Twelve llillion Black Voices�
� let out. �¢g§ &#39;_&#39;�§&#39;~- 5&#39;14� , �

am. nz:c&#39;n_1,,_.__.__~" -&#39; ~-
- I�; - in-i iof:v.__;_._...._...-&#39;- &#39; »

et__�?L___.=.a__--4 ~ *
urmmcn ~  Bureau file Iueher 100-151464!  � A

. In:-eeu Letter to In York leted December I, 1962.  lj

- o ~1!ITAILB: A review of the indicoe of the Public Library of lee York City, 1
looeted et 5th Avenue end 62nd ltreet, reflected thet the eu�b- _ ;

l ject&#39;e true lent ie HICELED IATEAIIE. WRIGHT end that he we born Le 1909. he ;.
indioee eleo re�ected thet the euhJect wrote the following �boob: �lire end l
Cloud�, Tvelve iiillion ileoi �ioee�: "�I�etive ion�, end �Uncle ioili ¬a�hili.i-ii�.

1

Ir. IL 3. I01-50!, in the 1939 ieeue of the �Indore @|e.rterIl;&#39;,
T011130 lleven, Iueher live. in reviewing the Io:-he of the eubjeot. eteted thet 92

| RICHARD �HIE! uee horn �on e broken don plentetion eeer Ietohet. lieeieeipyi,
&#39; e Stete vrhioh leede the Union in illiteracy. Ohrietienit; end eohooreoy. lie
92 teeily trevelled free town to ton like grub-voree. lie fether got tired el

hie poverty-revqhd household end deserted the feeily. Perelyeie etrlok He
mother don end he entered en orphen eeylue but re.n of! et fifteen. le I280 � I]

&#39; �he heunted ieele it:-eet end leter he imno� his he ell over mi oo-vita�-, agn-;»-*
I

"&#39;9 eouvrueneeuvueeeunelz 5 i i &#39;wl eon-uvelolb _e__|_  e  e_ r e _ " Q _eF?%$g_.*
� {Iii
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elong the gutted roed it dewned upon hie thet he needed en education. led
then. whether digging ditchee or clerking in the poet eftioe, he devoured the
�hhtlhll hf I-illnnnhten leel hllnclwlln Q. eeA1"| -Q Knee�. liell QQQI �ti h_U_.---v---- we -Q�--I-3&#39;-ep �-an |�-�qe..eeew- pp -up--. pg QUU_|- pep: we-u --w WI

edvieed the writer thet the euhject
hed been eep ye t A en e Iederel Write:-e&#39; Pi-o,1ect tron Jenner; I. 1938,
to Hey 17. 1939, when he resigned to eccept privete eeployeent. Lt thie tiee
eubject wee reeiding et 809 hint Iicholee Avenue, Iew York Git!.

&#39;!&#39;he Beet Pllle Of 1940 end 1941&#39; by EH-IS IIITLI included Nil
eutject&#39;e play, �Bethe Son�, which wee produced {roe the eu&#39;h,1ect&#39;e novel I7
the eeee ¥e=

Ir. EEOOIS AHIISOH in the Iew York !ieee hed the following to ee;
ebout the euh;ect&#39;e play, "Native Son�: �In the dreee Ir. GREEN eed Ir. RICH!
work in e eore objective etyle. Iithout the euhjective heckground their defense
of Bigger i&#39;noeee&#39;e gheetiy criee in the court ecene eounde like generelieed
pleetiing. It lecke the etinging enlighteent er the Ieet third of llr. Imam�:
novel. But thet oonpletee tnie -co1uen&#39;e hill of exoeptione to the higgeet
Lnericen dre-ne of the eeeeon."

Ihe novel, liwelve Million Fleck �l&#39;oioee", which wee written by the
eubject, wee publiehed by the Viking ?reee in Iew York Git; in October. 1941,
end thie �book in divided into four pertel �! Our ltrenge lirth: �! Inheritore
of Iievery: �! Deeth on the City Peveeente: end �! Ien in the Ieking. In the
foreword, llr. WEIGHT etetee"whi1e thie novel purporte to render e hroed picture
of the proceeeee oi� negro life in the United ltetee. ietcntionelly it dnee lot
include in ite coneideretione thoee ereee of negro life which coespriee the eo-
celled &#39;te1er-ted tenth� or the ieoieted ie1e.nde or Ieletto leederehip which ere
etilgl to he iound in e_e_nv pe_rte e! the South er the growing end inlleeetiel negro
eiddle cleee profeeeionel end hueineee een of the Iorth who here. for the pelt
twenty yeere or eore, foreed e eort of Iieieon corpe hetween the whitee end the
&#39;h1ec.ke"e &#39;

The reference letter re�ected thet on Pege 143 oi� the ehcve-eentiened
novel, there wee mteriel thet eppeered to he eeditioue in heture: end for the
benefit or the Bureau, the ehove-eentioned pege ie being quoted in full!

�there ere eilliene ct ee Qd ee ere eovig in ell directieeet L11
our Iivee we here been oetepulted into ereoee where. hed we thought ooeeoievnell
gt .11|1&#39;§d.ing thee, we would heve hung heck. A eenee of eonetent ohenge he etoll�
etientlrinto our liver end hee hecoee operative in our pereonelitiee ee e Lev
of living.

. . _hr~»- ! "
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�hora aro oooao of no who tool our horto oo lo-sply that Io �ll it
tapoooiblo to work sith shitos: no tool that it io fntilo to hopo or lrsas to
torn of Ann-loos: lito. Our tiot:-not to oo �root that vo for: intsoooly roots!
and national iotlc organizations and advocate tho ootahliohnont of o osparsto
stato, a forty--ninth otato. to which no black folk would ltvo.

°1&#39;horo aro ovoo today anon; no �l&#39;O&#39;I|pl that torloroly plan a rotcrn
to Lfrlc-I.� o

�Ihors s.ro othoro of no who fool tho aooc of tho prctoctton of a
strong nation oc keonly that so acoiro tho harsh ant iaporialtottc pollcios of
Japan and araontly hops that tho Japanooo sill assuas tho loadorohip of tho
Markor racoo&#39;.

�La our conocicoonooo chongoo. as so cons of ago. ao to shod our
folk ooadciling clothoo, oc run our livoo in a hondrod tiroctiono.

=T-oéay. all of no &#39;olac�r fol�: aro not poor. at foo of ii hiro ioni-
Io mke it ao tho Ihito folk lake theirs, but our lone!-inking to rootrictod to
our con pooplo. Ian; of uo black folk hows managed to oond our ohil�ron to
ochool. and a for of our child:-on aro nos profooolonal and. husinoot Isa Ihcoo
otandnrco of livlg app;-origto thooo of ;idd_lo-claoo Ihitoo, loco of ll on
loll huoineoooo: othero tovoto thsir ltvoo to law and nodiclnoo

"But tho osjority or no still toil on tho plontotiono. work in host:
industry. and labor in tho kitchono of tho Loris of tho I-and and tho Boooeo of

ill�-1&1-IEIQ I

�Tho gcnorol dislocation of llfo curing tho doproosion co-uo� nan;
shits Iorkero to loam through chronic prtvation that tho; could not protoct
oi"-up go,-ml-1-A a0 11-t nl In 1mm a ua Hlanlra uara ntnlu�ad frn tholr Iniclil�Amiga I_|I|oiQ_ inn �Q71 DI _C_ =I ww loos-I��w --rrw -��-��v�- �-v� ��-v�� ----��e

lhuu hnndroco of thcuoaniio o!_thos found that tho; could not fiét scccoosfolly
for incroaood vagso and union rooognitton cnlooo oro otood ahoulcor to shccltor
with thou. Lo a oonooquonco. non! of no havo rocontly hocooo nsshors of stool,
antooohile. poking and tobacco nnlcno.&#39;

Tho following quctaticno aro found on Page 146 oi� the oono hook
and to tho laot pogo oi� tho novolt

!&#39;£�ho �lffcrooooi hotooon hlack folk ::-.5 -ah -

color. and tho tioo that bind no aro lloplr than thou
Jonoco road of hcpo which co all ha-vs trcvolhd hlo hr- __°�¢
Elhsh1p�than on; sorta, lava or logal claims.�

-at"-3-*1-£e.P
otooo. �o

toast:-oqor

�What do Io black folk Iantl Uo want that cthoro hail. the rill!�
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nor hon? he Lord of the but um �Io I111 not put thin!� Io uni! �IIat you ta grunt u nothing. In no liming our in-itago though our $011 ll 0180!»tn; 1| anti� Ibo loans of the hllunga an �In: Qroblan 1| banal solution!�Io manor: �Our problem 10 801:; Qolvod. Io an crush; till 11.» 101 M206 II to
Otbll though no pg tn the 001: of hath!� &#39; . &#39;

��u anon: 01� tho phntatlon no Iago: lletato the than 0! nay of Ill
iuntroh of thou:-Ih of u are loving into tho lphoti of ooauclcu history.�

Wu are with the an nu. In atnnd at the tron:-nah. In Itch not anprocouiu. he hot viz-on carrying urgent appeals. Print ooipolu Il- V0100: IIO
lpaking. Ion are moving! Lad to dull be with 1-id.�

-C1£3SIID-

-, �...- �

4

" -"*0:

Q�. f
/



.l &#39;
3;,-_.V.Iv
92._ _.

J.

F

f.

-.--_

J
Q

j�

":}_,-.--
!=.- . _
k -F-7
.n_ .

Fai-

?-42

n-
_-=I-

92

19¢�
.. A

;,_ _._ f§_3r�rI"~

--�92
0 � _,

. K

I

§

&#39;f92r:
92 w

1  .

. &#39;_.&#39;,anW1»
-- w-A -

� -
I1� 1O@416&#39;M

lpoc 10.1

_._&#39;-__ � 1- .

an nnt1ono:;g::"l&#39;9,&#39; �9_$ 0

92



. &#39; -&#39;
13;»--_ -7»
"--1.,-_= _
�F &#39;92_ -.
0 1&#39; ,
. -_ 3 &#39; F
f

T

r

f
A

9

£1

&#39;¢.""

T:-&#39;¢

,--�-_

. _

&#39; *2

1,;
1:1 4

K

f ! A

* . &#39;- 111&#39;! , &#39;

l _, , ,__, ,__, _,,.,.<g_,¢-&#39;-�&#39; �_-av--lie;-�:17;-all-»epr.�l-&#39;» -. � -

@ .
41� ,

Irbnal Int-can of Inunhgatinn �-

_ Initrh Itah-I Brpartmtnt If Iuliin ,1-,&#39;_;
� In Iocrk, IJ.

$*:;zm. sn-

nur-

BUY
-IIIII
ITQTII

�III

LI�
,1-mun

Itch 3, 1943

Director, FBI

E: RICHARD IRICIIT
INTERHLL SECURITI
SEDITIGI

Daar S11�:

In reference to Bureau letter of Jemmry 20, 1943,  Bantu
file 160-157464! requesting the statue of the above enti.t.1ed
matter, this in to ldvise this case In been reeaeigned and planed
in line for :L|ned1.Bt¢e investigation.

Very truly yen:-I,

.ff�Zc¬=--

¬bnQoamo!z�

ALL 1:-;F:,~:»*.;.::.&#39;|";11;; CQHTAINED
mznsm rs UNCLASSIFIED

om Z~?!&#39;-Z/ BY

:?T°?"&#39;.!.

MAR 5 19411
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_ _ Director, 7.3.1.
6

II: 3.1% IATEIIIIL �HOE!
cusroam IITIHTIOI �!
mania!

Den: lira there ere Mia trenuitted here-with the oriineland one copy of the report o b
dated April 18, 1943, eetti ng out intonation concerning the
ceptionod imiivirinel.

An inveetigetion of the eotivitiee of thi
-.. inriividnnl ie preeent

e

17 being oomiucteei by the lee York Office
em�. on investigative report eetting out the reeulte of thie
investigation I111 be eulbznitted. to the Darem in the eeer future.

�ho oopiee of

10M  -ml! "report ere being
in the appropriate file: o e ev York Office

information purpoeee,

�yo? -,- ;u.&#39;1: :5�

,.. �-.-u>92.&#39;.-;..- 1...;-. . ...-hp

Irhrral Inn-ran oi lnontigatinn

;. Initrb Itatn Bzparlmrnt of luetirr
� _Z Iev York, In Int

r 1 Z1, 1945

&#39; _--1&#39;4. ,

=. =� ,
&#39;-._-;-..¢92..�_

Ir.T§I&#39;--""�-"
u� �_ �find!
&#39;-I i &#39;

i, 1,11 .....- &#39;
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If *3�, -....-no
3;-.&#39;IrI~&#39;! ----"""
It-.cu~e= ------"&#39;

921,_;.Cll&#39;!&#39;

W g;......e
I-r.lru="&#39;
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fer; truly route, &#39;
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en: I! Tile {$5-10519

M" " _ "corms nnstnorn�
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IIVESTIGITWI

FOIPA DELETED PIGE IIFBHITIOI SHEET

0
1

Pnge s_! withheld entirely at this location in the �le. One or more ofthe following statements, i &#39; &#39;
indicated, explain this deletion. � 4&#39;

Deleted under BXemptiOl&#39;1 Bi bib w,_ e_ _ _  i_ with no nelmgllie
ntierial available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

Doc-umentlel originating with the following government agencytiesi _ W 1  __ _
__ ,___ _ __i___e e__   ,wns/were forwnided to them for direct response to you.

Pagers! referred for consultation to the following government lgencytiesl;
it _  , �_ _ as the information originated with them. You will

be Sdvised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

Pagelsl withheld for the following reasontsl:

For your information: _ ___ i _ _ _ W _ _ __

The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
I I 4

_ /�: 4&#39;5 741- �I� f if one/nprd ,i_ is _ , _ _ __ _
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92 � In Iork city.

? Although it is noted that :-crammed apart of �nci�. I-aunt W
1 ngan�losing Report, Ln V10�! of �u tact that Bubjoct. in
l con cred 1. tip: &#39;.|.n,�Oo|nun1lt activitiu in tho low Iork 1101:! Division,

- this can In &#39; 8 aid �Phi,-.u:t1v1t.1oa of Bubyct have boon Inland.
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It has bun ascertained that tin lubjoct. present]; nlidu
at 89 Intfortc Place, lparhant 023, Brooklyn 16, In Io:-k. 111N117 Ln 1&#39;-ha
neighborhood of his torusr rnichancc, 9-olmbia Bcighu, at &#39;7 Iiddagh Strut,
Brooklyn, Icur lurk, pmdunod no intonation of vnlun to this innit-igatlon.

Ilth Btllc�vi80:-don Local
lgcnt in

�&#39; nchrlnd that 11,100-
�1m&#39;.i�b1A.hn forces an January 15, 1944 hid ban undo I1�!-h tbs acid
mason: "psycbono92u-unis, avers, psyomctric njoctiong rutornd to Incl!
Board for further psychiatric and social investigation�.
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It appeared tron Bob,1ect&#39;e oontacte with his Local Board that
his interest in the problem of the Negro has become alnoet en obeeeaion and
it was said that he apparently overlooks the fact that hie can riee to euoeeas
refutes any of his can etatenente regarding the iapoaaibility of the iegrote
improving hie peraonal position. 5

�

Prom all the information concerning Subject in publications
and according to information from Into:-manta in the New Iork 0£&#39;£ice, Subject
ie continuing his activities as a writer. In addition to hie better mow:

books he has also been engaged in the writing of elcite and etoriea, aoat of
Ihich concern the Negro. The publicity which has been received by Subject
IRIGHT is typified by the rather lengthy review of his life appearing in the
!&#39;cl92% "G1.e..rrent Biogz!pb.y-1-Q;Le.0&#39; pdbl_.i..ehed by the H. != !il!Q.!l  e Ib_;.L!
volume states m , luthor, In bom Bepteuber 4, not and hie
present address ie care of HLRPER & BROTHERS, 49 8-let 3311:! Street, New York
City. It refers to his as a brilliant young negro writer aboee collection of
abort stories "Uncle Tme&#39;e Children" Ion a #500 priae competition in 1938 and
Ihoee book �Native $on" nee the iarch, 1956 eeiection of the Foot-of-the--ionth
Clnb. Inch of the article contains a review of the character and theme or that

book.

fhe lite cf P.IGF.l_P£ $68!�, beginning sit-b his birth, .5epte._�eer 4-,
1905,@n a pllntltio� 25 �Lies from Natchez, lissiesippi, is exiriaed, ae
Iollona _

_ Hie father,  GM, Is a I111 Iorker and hie mtllr,
H, a country echool teacher. �The family was oontinually on �Eh
�eye s education nae very aucb neglected. When hie nether as etrichn
lith pa?-elyeis during the first world ear, the 5|.1bject nae gent to an |no1e&#39;e
house to live. IRIGHT is quoted ae having stated that be did eo Inch righting,
�I we-�I hm-.1 I-�H that ha annf. bar-Ir he his Irtsndnn�mr in nfl-euv-lnn I an gnu - nu . __ Inn . _ _ _.-Q...� -..-.- 1..-.-.--I- ----4....� -.-- ._- -.-- --..- __--. ev .__ U-_._....._-- ..-.- &#39;-

dicted that he would end on the galloee. Bodies  a 7th Day ldventiet
, 1

71
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Qchocl, taught by I11: aunt. as 15 he left hone and vent to Iezphie and got
.1: job cc pa-tar @ ;cccn_.gcr= 131.1% ti! cm_bcoq924|ct gear; he ml Lia
any all over the country Io:-ting at any tine.�-�ct Job from ditch-digging to
clcrking in a poet office. lie drifted to Chicago where he had heard legroea
etood a better chance of getting jobs. He was a clerk for a idle an! tn
1933 had a taste or politics. The review than quotes chat is purportedly
the Sub3ect&#39;e can etatenentz

"I bccue an assistant precinct captain in the Republican
Priaary Election", he ea1d,"I can p1&#39;0I.&#39;1.8Od a job» I didn&#39;t
get it. Next time I became an aecietant precinct captain
for the Democrats arr! was pIl&#39;0l1IOd a Job, Ihich I didn&#39;t
get. 80 thenlbacane a�ed. Io1IIhi:att-hepapers
refer to an a card-carrying Gcmunietfe

In 1935, IRISH!� Iac on the I&#39;EEER.l.LIB.I1.&#39;I&#39;EB&#39; HIOJBCT in
Chicago lni had eold paper articles and cone etc:-lee to the magazines.
camc tollewIork1n1937Ihercheaga1ngotonthcIRI�1&#39;H?S&#39;PRJJEC&#39;1�¢

cecay on Harlem in the "liar Io:-k Pane:-1". b eleo-did acne Icrk an
-912111; Io:-her" and became e contributing editor or % Iaeeea". In

IRIGHT reportedly got a Guggenheim fellcwlhip Ihich enabled hi! to quit
the Project and oclplete his novel lllative 8-on�. He lived for acne month!
during 191.0 in Mexico but returned to the United Staten tn Icv�er of 1903»

4» - -

g&#39;921925 . . &#39; In
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Pqelsl withheld entirely at this location in the �le. One or more of the following ntateneuta. I9  _
indicated, explain this deletion. 6 � 3

1-I�

Deleted under exemptionls! _ _ _  _ _ _ _ . _e4 _ _ _ _ _ Irithnosepegnhle
material available for release to you.

Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only no a third party. Your name is listed in the title

Documentlsl originating with the following government agencyliesl __ &#39; We _ .. _ _ _  _ D
_ _ _o e_____ e__ D __e___, D . was/were forwarded to them for direct reponae to you.

Pagelsl referred for consultation to the following government agencyliesl; D
7 o__ as the information originated with them. You will

terial to the FBI.

be advised of availability oi:-on retain�. o

Pagc-ls! withheld for the following reasonlslz

lr hnhll��� unu-awv-h _ _ _ ,__:_ _ .. W _ 77 _ _ i _ _ , _ 77 ______T_7 _

Tl: following nnniber is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
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Director, FBI

"  Initrp Du-tralrparlusrnt II Isa..." if

V inc I, 1944

nciuaéanloat ,
RE: iiGU3$$¥-I�i�i�

� Dear Sir:

It is

relative to the individual named below:

lame: RICHARD I110!!!
Aliases:

Residence Address:

IITIRIAL IICUHIII - O

recommended that e Security Index card be prepared

89 Lefforta Place, lpartneat 5-33
irooklyn 16, lav York

Business Address: lone

92
I-J

f 92¢
L

1-
92.T

__§e__ Native Born &#39; ______ Alien

__!L__ Communist ______ German

Fascist  Italian! ___W__ Japanese

f B.rth we �QDate o 1 as _ _ c ~_

Place of Birth latch", 311111111191
Entered U. S. _ _; j at4;_

f

_.___. Iaturalized

._.__ Iiecellaneous

llaturalized  date! ______________ &#39;
Iaturalized  place and Court! _   _

Very truly yours.

TM�

&#39;3.

&#39; I

..,,

:,-;�
~*92.»-id:,Q_:___ C

H£m:""3-U}"- �L99-�-�TA1N£p " 65 /00--/57¢:"&#39;33; |---.&#39; ,_| _&#39;_ _ _- _DAT-.;�¢1 &#39;°&#39;-&#39;~5-=FI_-0 5.c=.%� H� %-/25&#39;" 5� . I "* -�tted
" BW-i;/¢.. , -- -s-1=--,-L-

� IEOORM-.1;  �UN �:39 I944
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HASH I-"ROM NEH YORK 2 28 1"&#39;1lLP �

"I- 100&#39;-1

KI

TREE�:-GAIN. RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT, IS-C. FOR THE BUREAUS

TODAYS NY92-IERALD TRIBUNE ENTI1T:ED92NEGRO AUTHOR CRITICIZES REDS AS IN-
TOLERANT", STATES THAT RICHARDQURIIIHT, AUTHOR O1-&#39; �NATIVE SON� IN DIS-
CUSSING HIS OUN BREAK WITH 92COMMUNIST PARTY SAYS PARTY FEARS NEH IDEAS
AND THAT COMMUNIST POSITION� ON AMERICAN NEGRO HAS UNDERGONE A �DISTINCT

AND LAMENTABLE REGRESSION" IN RECENT YEARS. URIGHT HAS FURTHER CRE-

DITED WITH DESCRIBING COHFTUNISTS AS �NARROW HINDED, BIGOTED, INTOLERATI.

AND I-�RIGHTENED OF NEW IDEAS HHICH DONT FIT INTO THEIR OWN.� THE HERALI

BY QUESTI<TRIBUNE FURTHER STATES THAT HR HRIGHTS REMARKS HERE PROHPTED V

GROWING OUT OF AN ARTICLE UHICHI HE HAS HRITTEN FOR THE ATLANTIC MONTH�.

FOR AUGUST UNDER THE TITLE OF92I TRIED TO BE A COMMUNIST.� THE TRIBUNE
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NY2 PAGE 2

OF THE CHICAGO BREAK UITH THE COHHUNISTS REGAUSE THESE HILL RE COVERED

IN THE SECOND MAGAZINE ARTICLE. URIGHT FURTHER ADVISED THE TRIBUNE

THAT HIS CP MEMBERSHIPQEOVERED THE PERIOD, ROUGHLY, FROH THE LATTER
/34::/.PART OF NINETEEN THIRTYTHO TO NINETEEN FURTY AND THAT HIS EARLY ASSO-

CIATION UITH THE COHHUNISTS IN CHICAGO HAS BEEN BROKEN IN NINETEEN

THIRTYSEVEN UHEN HE HAS EJECTED FROM THE SAME. WRIGHT FURTHER ADVISED

THAT HE HAS ON THE OUTS UITH THE PARTY FROM HAY UNTIL AUGUST THIRTY

SEVEN AND THAT HE HAS REINSTATED IN NY IN SUCH YEAR AND �MAINTAINED

A RELATIONSHIP� UITH THE PARTY UNTIL FORTY UHEN HE SAID HE LEFT THE

___�_ -____ �_-._-.___ --_-Ru -. Q-.-.~-..-.1---.-. ---.0.-.-.-an _--�pp;-Resin pant-I-I I"l!
SAME. THE TRIBUNE ARTICLE Dlscuasluu NHIEHTD cunnznxa nuuul

TABLE REGRESSION OF THE CP POSITION ON THE AMERICAN NEGRO CREDITED HR.

URIGHT UITH STATING &#39;PUBLICLY COHNUNISTS HILL DENY THAT THERE IS ANY

SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE IN THEIR H�LITANCY, BUT PRIVATELY THEY OFFER ANY

HANDY EXCUSE. THE HILITANCY OF THE NEGRO QUESTION HAS PASSED INTO THE

HANDS OF RIGHT UING NEGROE5. THAT HAS NOT TRUE EIGHT YEARS AGO. GHOST

OF THE BATTLES THEN HERE LED BY COHMUNISTS.&#39; THE ARTICLE FURTHER STA-

TED THAT IN ANBUER TO THE QUESTION AS TO UHAT CAUSED THE CHICAGO RIFT



. I l -I  _,
-. .. ,

1-,

�."*1&#39;-&#39; _ -;I. .

,4 .

.:_&#39;.i

,-5&#39;
&#39;_;

7 &#39; -..¢
r

5

"I _-._ _ _�.
-_-.:&#39;.

-,-r�-
- -_ �

1,: .. ._

Ki

__-1-_

L_".

t �-2.
__.

.5.

-51

92

92.,.-.. ,-
.»

&#39;0»._ LIn �-

...._<.  -.,. f _92_-92v ,,, -|.__ _. . _; _. J� __ 92- &#39;.n"&#39; -.-&#39;- .-&#39;._,�"-E-A - -c-=1.--,&#39;_ - &#39; - &#39; �~... .-&#39; I-V. ,-� =- . -. .  1 - &#39;1 _- -�._ 1-�.1&#39;i;"L&#39;-..!�*,�.I§.?�¢}l¥=1;&#39;,=;_.,�~1. 92.§.,_»§:r _.� &#39;, .&#39;  ,!*&#39; � C"
&#39; 92 ~ P . - qr�! H" �-111;.� Q./&#39;1: &#39;- -1�g&#39;_.-J5 1.� I�!-�-. " --1"?-I. . .

.1 - . ,, , , ., -

.- =-ef*- --" .
.-. , &#39;. ,. ;&#39; .

&#39; .&#39; � " _� >5� .&#39;::&#39;..�,_&#39; I� &#39; . . Q _
1;  ....,.1 ___-,.u �. i._, __ .�.&#39;_&#39;|___..- ,»-7 1-/_ .§"-&#39; 1&#39;1!�.-.� &#39; ~,r"_. .

;~~:.:¢:&#39; *W+:»--J;@J¢%1b"*%.�"5-1* ;-=~. . ..- . . ~ -,1---, .» .- 4f� . - -
P .. ~-_&#39;, &#39;1&#39;.--E"; . I . .&#39;. 5&#39;-"=_"&#39;.&#39;_-1�-L;"&#39;__�&#39; � .- -fr�. _,.�il&#39;  -..&#39; s. &#39; » - ~ . ~  -..Y -<:.?;xw»=~=*i=.YA:~&#39;@:»>i@¢=§f ..-** ~=~%y~>.

� i, &#39; -. I �I In� - - ..t..,�!&#39; ,rJ :?An i 92 _. - ; ... . I
v . 92,

* 4 A ..

H

�L -�J� -- - , .-r .... . ._--.. ,___».  - _ - , � ,. . _-.-,7 1 _ - . - ,-l.,.r&#39; , - ,  &#39; I» �,1. 1�; _,L»;_&#39;»_U!&#39;;&#39;J.?-V .__~92é;._ -I.L._92:;.&#39;1.-:§1.l&#39;4;A*�;~_=.§:--*t_921;{E�;�|  - _.
R ." .&#39; -I.-. 1 - " S�-* Q; &#39;- " &#39;-.-I &#39;- U &#39; - &#39; 5� I.-* _**.&#39;JI»�-T" 5 5. - &#39;.&#39; ."&#39;l:"""I&#39;:&#39;§92" Y� Z - "> j&#39; 3&#39;.� -1 �H-�.-&#39; -|. &#39;  -. _., Q-,;&#39; �:92  &#39;14 _";, - � J� 1 .-L "�_;-T.T-&#39;3&#39;.� "|";"_{f1.�.&#39;:�.:"&#39; 4&#39;,"o&#39;?�f  � - "~v£3&#39; :�-  &#39; ". .-, 1 -� �
I». - -- ,. �"§ .:». =-~¢:;~;+- w�~~ A.-;§=~"~=z.--=@s==:~+¢;»�-=*&#39;r &#39; *~.i:~ Q-.¢1e.;r &#39;&�at 1; ._. _V  ,&#39;_ . ;.__-.._._ F ._ 3.  _ I� -,,_&#39;_92_;..________;t§T__:;.>..- -Q - . . �-.-� . - --,. -1 ;&#39;,..1.&#39;,_&#39; -.1�, _,&#39;;a~ ,92.-_&#39;g .92

_92_"__-  _ _|_,_ J V �_ ,&#39; -I/� .. -- . .» . . - V . .- ;_-  &#39;
&#39; &#39; &#39; &#39; 1&#39; -=-- - *1 - &#39;

_ .~--- -Jrawhw - . - . - ~

. 17?. <9 0 ~ -

�&#39;"°&#39;: i =;.&#39;

.1�

NY2 PAGE runs: " 1" � &#39; "

IENCE IN WRITING. 1 THOUGHT IT UOULD at or VALUE TO THEM. THEY nan

THEIR IDEAS OE HOW I SHOULD REACT AS A COMMUNIST. THERE HAS AN IRRE-

CONCILABLE GAP BETUEEN OU1 ATTITUDES. I DO NOT REGARD THE COMHUNISTS

TODAY AS EFFECTIVE INSTRUMENTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE.� WRIGHT FURTHER

ADVISED THE TRIBUNE THAT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE A TERRIBLE LOT T0 LEARN

ABOUT PEOPLE. COHMUNISTS PECULIARLY ARE TOO MUCH THE VICTIH5 OF THE

VERY SOCIETY THEY ARE TRYING TO CHANGE. THIS TOO OFTEN FINDS EXPRESSI

IN INTOLERANCE AND NARROUNESS.&#39; AT THE PRESENT TIME THE NY OFFICE HAS

UNDER CONSIDERATION THE ADVISABILITY OE INTERVIEUING HR URIGHT.
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Director, FBI &#39; na&#39;ra= February 26, 194$

non  MC, New York City L

sunJsc&#39;r= RICHARD �A&#39;!�hANIE&#39;J.. IRIGHT

sscunrrx mmzn c 1�;
 Bureau :11. 100-157464! . b

/

/�

Reference is made to the report oi� Bpecial Lgen&#39;t�
made at New Ya-k City on September 5, 1944 entitled RICHARD

IRIGHI�; INTERNAL SECURITY C. This report sets out e. lead for the
New York Field Division, "After careful co deration interview the subjectIRIC-HI concerning his association with  mdet Party."

After very careful consideratio it is felt inadvisable to
interview IRIGIT particularly as thetnsia &#39; s break with the Commnist Party,
as appears from his recent articles in the{At1antic llonthly Iagasine, is the
.L=m921r-Lsi-lP§!§zl_5.£si_1,1@r= is Es =11.f_{i_§Js11i_ xggisél.-""1 1&#39;.�-_1i�£&#39;*%&#39;1 "=P°__°�P--toft�e� advé-acenent of _:,%e"__f�gr9,__ &#39;I1&#39;v=.se articles also Ixmdicate a comp ste
E�fea�;spro1&#39;aI~by&#39;1lHIGH&#39;1� o the American say of life.

L150 considered in arriving at the decision not to interview
IRIGHT are the facts that he has been classified 4-F due to severe psycho-neurosis
and his contacts with his Local Selective Service Board have reflected his

interest in the problem of the Neg-o to be almost an obsession.

In View of the subject&#39;s public break Idth the Camurxist Party,
he is no longer being carried as} Ke1figxue_by ,tl3e__I_~Ie1r Iork _1l�:le1d_HDi!ision,
howeierj a&#39; Security me: Card on �e 1; being �i?a1nm1T|3&#39;Sy"1.ne New :01-k Office
due to his £i1�iLt.§r___11: attitude jthe,&#39;]Qg1:g_p£ob1en. �

The anb inf ation secured by this office concerning IRIGHT
at has not already been �eported is that he was listed as a member of the

___.lational Committee of the International Labor Defense in a pamphlet entitled,
l&#39;IZ�n|e92a&#39;| �lee-II-1 4 no-vi �man let� �we �kn  I92&#39; VLIIQAZ H  �I8 th�

IRIGI-IT&#39;S residence address has �

Brooklyn, New Iork, as of

WUQJ, 92Ill§I||-LC. Qll-I b¬lH92�pl&#39;§92e" LII DIX 92l&#39;Ul �LEG 92Il-

International Labor Defense in September 1941+.
92een verified as Apt. 0-23, 39 Lefferts Place,

February 15, 1945. _

This investigation is being placed in a closed statue by the
. New York Field Division. In the event further investigation becomes necessary, �

it will be reported under a Security latter C Ch81&#39;&C�bOI�e
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New Times
i 1Ix auica nor. games vnim baa na-

I-en a no-rem aa &#39;li&#39;r&#39;FB;~ing me; cl the
impact of the Jlincrow system upon human
helngsint-hedeep�outh. &#39;I&#39;he-resultisa
pirture which challenges Amerloa.

1 There may be exaggerations in the book.
Ilany of the incidents may ~ ~. -
he highly �ctional, and  ~
never really happened to r
W ht But whet di�erenoe - -r �f_rig .
doermatnrial:ei.!the_rhap- _ "i-1-1

pened to some other young 3 1  &#39;1� -"	
i _- 1;�.Negro. The point is that   " 5;�they should not happen to .&#39; &#39;.-1 �

any Negro and the condi- &#39; � .

tions which corrode the Ne-  _ ,
ire iamilr mm! be =l1m1- W.
nattxi. Pior they victirnlze �
mtg pg]; the Negro citizen; they su�ocate the
pong whites to I more or le-as d¢¬T¢9» um
retard the development of the whole South.

new, no sood w run any from W1
Ln.__atg§;_IL]  Of the I00! III �ll!

pur&#39;p05eof[1�aPp1j.l13I&#39;lthU&#39;1el�:ODi1lfIl|l-
pectn, some oi� which are ooh!-al-nod in 91¢
book, and others or which surround the
authors views and his Wrlli�� oi� the book.
It ts of supreme importance that this main
picture oi the life and death of the Neirrv
tinder the reign or white mnrrmlcr Ibo!-114
hit America with lull ioroe. For it oonoerm
America. Any attempt to bypus this over-all
picture will lessen its force and thereby lead
to an tmdereetimation of its starkneea and
blunt the sharp need for oorrectivea W&#39;h|:1&#39;l
this main picture is changed in its principal
ouilines, the derivative secondary word-I V111
disappear. But until it does, naturally there
are going to be all kinds of eoriquon. badly

. &#39; &#39;" II

by Benjamin J: Dovis, Jr.
iocueed perspectlvu. and nitsleadlna lm92>1till-
ties and omclusiona�ma-ny d which mar
Black B01.

I I I

TH! book h intensely aubjectlve. In tact,
it is limited by its lulu]-ectlvenen. But

people are not born subjective, and it it clear

thsta!°92m¢_Negrowhohastonmthe
;a.u_ni.let of every type at opprm.don--gust
short of l,yne.hing�has subjectiveness ioroed
into his marrow. This heavy ]:a&#39;us1.:re pushes
himtovlewtheworldinwhlchhelives
entirely through glasses colored by his own
personal sutlering lrom national oppression.
which Iu�ering in one lorm or another he
meets every day. Those who complain oi�
that intense subjectivity are iorevu stopped
from doing so, unless they realize what
brought it about, and also help to eradicate
the diseased soil tram which it grows.

!_i is important. however, that �this nih-
jectlvenees he overcome. It can be done and
la being done since there are new trends and
{actors which make the overcoming poesihle.

ltisalaoneoeasaryioovunomeitleatcaie
tall into the trap oi frustration and defeat-
iam which the white supremacy forces have
aet. Black Boy says aome wholly unacceptable
thinps about the Negro�: capacity tor genuine
emotion. Here the authors subjectivity has
overcome reality. For the truly remarkable
achievement 0! the Negro is that he has
made such singular contributions to America
�c1iltttra11y and musically and in all other
tieici.e�desplte the system of national opwes-
sion which tends to thwart his every e�ort.

The point is: Will Wright h.ims8_tbe_able

o   r
 ,_  e. FILE

-¢ &#39;.

r" - M�; ~ tr

2922-5

Of�oek Boy �
to overcome this limitation cl mbjectiviti
hipoeed upon him in order that he |naJ�sec
clearly, and participate with, the loroes which
would destroy the myth oi white mpremacy.
Inasmuch as Wright has attained �terarj.
prmninenoe, and some circles have lhrmt up-or.

the mantle oi spokesman tor his people

abovealimustlnalntalnaclearhead.
I U I

&#39;l�H!&#39;.�R.E la no doubt that Wright wields a
brilliant  rtorn_1y  Iew 51-Q1�! teher:

are his equal But is this su�lcleni. when
therearehrllliantwritersonboth sides oi
the barricades. It la vitally important that
the artist who re�ects and the artist who �mi

1ihewayoutshouldbeo|:ieandt-henmc
person. For both these factors exist in the
objective real world. outside one&#39;s self. Jim-
crow is here. yet Jimcros: is also being driven
defeated it-om the scene. Lite is not static.

Onehasl-oaeebothpIIelmli.stlc,andto
shape the future.

Wright does not aee the positive, oonst.l�ue-

tlveslde.andthereforef.hemirrocruIhispe1
does not give a complete picture. He omit!

theblggestnewthlngwhlchishappeninglr
the world tnday�l-he main progressive cur-
reritstromwhlcheventhe�outhhno
immune. Apparently he is isolated it-om thew
developments�an<l far removed from the pe< -
pie. Such lsolationism can lead to st!-3&#39;liellor
-to form without content. It is wetty tinfo-



&#39;.t._-;_ .
j.�|_ &#39; .

1- 4,
<." .>_

» &#39;1&#39;.

A�

2 &#39; _t.,

W
it-" -

e
g,»

_-92~,_

�E?

.1-,_&#39;._

&#39;--as--0

_,_.&#39;.-?.-

&#39;1-Us--Q

��__,_-

_;_ . e
�- - -e

- i
._&#39;..-__ .. 1

&#39;=z-i:¢,-:52;

v ,_..-.-. >4

1 &#39; &#39; * &#39;

,,-ae-,-"1 � 92._

ICHARD WRIGHT is r . &#39;" "&#39;~ -

the author of one of me most winery read
and hoeiy debated novels of recent years,

"Native Bon.�? an acknowledged leader of his race.
But the wayv was long and the road was rocky.
Not verygmahy years ago he was just "a black
boy in Missisippi," which means few men in
the world have Begun life under a burden of

_ graver handicaps or
faced more difficult
obstacles. That he has

. gone so far, accom-
I pllshod so much, en-

titles Mr. Wright to
an honored rank
among that tradition-
ally American select
group. the �self-made
men." His success
etory doe: him great
credit. The twubiei
he knew in his child-
hood and youth were
terrible, the wounds
he received deep. He

1 carries indelible scars
i _ and still burns with

bitter fury. �Hie Life
he knew as a child is

not over. It has not changed. Hundreds or thou-
sands of other little black boys are enduring it
today. Such a lite ls usually completely outside
the comprehension of white Americans, either
Southern or Northern. But tn who eare tocan now share it. tn Mr. �&#39;�ghNck Boy:
A Record of Childhood and Youi.h."&#39; .

This is a story from America&#39;s own lower
depths. No nostalgic memories of childhood are
these, no sentimental yearning: for innocent
yesre when the hills were so much higher. Mr.
Wright�: childhood was an obscene and monstrous
nightmare. a malign inferno that might well
haye destroyed him utterly. He survived. but
not unscathed. "Black Boy" is not the work
of an objective  or or Q open mind. 1t
could not have been. The neuroses, the over-
tmphasls, the lack of balance and the emotion
reoollected in turmoil are the bitter fruit of an
old injustice.

Shows Harsh Dramatic Power

Mr. Wright in this explosive autobiography
does not suggest any onnstnictive rnenna for
lrnproving the lot of the Negro in this country.
Like Lillian Smith, he can only display suffer-
ing and cruelty with harsh dramatic power, he
can-only arouse anger and sympathy. 1! enough
such books are written, it enough millions of

people read them, maybe, some day. in the tull-
neas or time, there will be a greater understand-
ing and a more true democracy.

Richard Wright grew up in the slums of Mem-
._._i ii �

�ILA Cll&#39;- 30!�: .1 Record sf Childhood and Youth.
By Riclld-rd �fright. K pages. II-rper. IZM.

-�--}&#39;i.__,I

Richard wnm

in ALL|i!FF�i?i&#39;!ATi0ilCDNTAINED _
.ER-i§:-: 1.. UivCtA.S3irIED " ii. �

5qmR 241g%§iE£A;tuBY§@@.Z¢w
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PRESCOTT

pbls and in the rural slums 1-
Mississippi near Jackson. His
his mother, so the poverty he lo-new
the usual lot. The two dominant ln�uen
his childhood were hunger and tear, a gnawing
hunger that kept hirn weal: and half-starved and
a fear that grew and multiplied and filled his
entire life. He feared his mother&#39;s anger, the
whippings of his uncles and aunts. the abuse oi
other children, ghosts, white men with their in-
explicable and capricious orusitiea, {ear itself.
Terror was his companion night and day, violence
the norm or all experience. Ioul language and
foul habits, ignorance and superstition, primitive
religious fanaticism surrounded him on all sides.
�Hie proud, sensitive, intelligent child looked up
from below at a grotesque, outrageous world.

Someottheev�shehnewwerecausedby
poverty and ignorance alone and would not have
been much different in Ireland or Iran. But
even these  were intensified by the ahib»
boleth of color and many others were caused by
race alone. Hr. Wright&#39;s uncle was murdered
by a white man and no one dared even to protest
A boyhood acquaintance was lynched. He learned
to be ssrvlle and obsequious, to my "sir" to
drunken and contemptibie white mun, to oun-
oeal his thoughts and emotions beneath a mask
oi� humble good humor and deference. Not to
do so, �ho forget the "sir" or the "mister," to
aspire to learn a skilled trade, to show resent-
ment of sneera. oondescension and abuse was
to mvite "trouble." And trouble wold me...

Author Disiorts Bleak Story l

"Black Boy" only takes Hr. Wright into his
late teens when he escaped to Chicago. His ex-
periences there and in radical politics will doubt-
less be material tor another book. It could con-
ceivably be an intellectually more interesting
book. one more concerned with thought and ideas.
But it could hardly be a more emotionally dread-
ful one. Part of the raw shock of �Black Boy�
is caused by Mr. Wright&#39;s aaoeuive determina-
tion to orrit nothing, to emphasise more QQQ
This springs from a lack of artistic disc1&#39;i.mlna-

lion and selectivity. He has not added wk
bleak tragedy ot his story; he has only dls
it and confused it with such material.

It is also obvious in reading "Black Boy.� and�
Mr. W�ght admits it. that his is not I typical
story. He felt isolated tron: Negroes as well as
trorn whites; other hlegroes resented their �lot
but did not feel at all so acutely as be did. Per-
haps with the hindsight of the years In which
he has brooded and will-1 a natural �literary in-
stinct to eapiialue and d~e:netize lm enotiors
Hr. Wright has exaggerated his sufferings. " It
would be only human it he had.

"Black Boy" has little subtlety, little light and
shade, no restraint. It is written in a continu-
ously strained and feverish manner. It is ovar-
written. But it is powerful, moving and horrify-
ing. Itlsoertalntobeerlttlillil�ll-?pra.lsed
and roundly condemned. 1: will be "Meir read.
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SAC , New York

RICHAIUJ l{ATI-TANIEL WRIGHT &#39;

SECURITY LEATTI-IR - C

 Bureau File 100-l5Th§.h!

Reference is made to New York letter to the Bureau dated February 26,
l9LS in the captioned matter wherein it was pointed out that in view of the
subject&#39;s public break with the 5-omunist Party, he is no longer being carried
is a key figure by the New York Field Office, but that a Security Index card
on him was being maintained by this office. This atatement was made in error
in view of the fact that although the New York Office recommended to the

Bureau by letter dated June 28, 191;!; that a Security Index Card be prepared on
the subject, no authorization nae actually received by the Bureau to prepare
such a card. &#39;

Therefore, no Security Index card is being maintained in the New
Iork Office on the subject unles contrary advice is received from the Bureau,

/L M� 1v =<»m»/ : <»a_1¢»/!~� I U_--- _, - Q-7&#39;* &#39; -&#39; &#39;
~* 1,1,

<5�:ALL !F�FT?C.�.1AT.o=. CONTA
 I3 UNCLASSIFIED &#39;
DA|i_i:_%!-&#39;;£ZBY _=_ .

1- _ _

1, _.. . T. ,__

-1 - .� -..&#39;  -.1. -&#39;- -.�.&#39; T= " . :1. &#39;1",-_ .-"  &#39;1-&#39;.-&#39;-L"-.&#39;. ; "?&#39;-&#39;* -&#39; ".2 &#39;.-&#39;.&#39;-� 5 ~&#39; � . .  &#39;- . - -. &#39;  .2, 1 . -  &#39;4 . .��. -.&#39; .". - .  "  13%.:-;-W  7, - 1"?-A533� -1--as-5". 4*-:&#39;  ,¢i3 P .;-!�{t=_&#39;--.  --   ; ... - &#39; mi »  .  r -3-" I-=.&#39;,-» ~-  -_ - -.1 &#39;~- -,=, -.,*-  .->-»~r,~¢~-..*.�r*.-  . »-�- _;.§.- &#39; 2_ _._;§ _ _.h__: ,3 " 92 �., _, -. ._ ~ _  _§ .,_ ,7: ,.;_/__ l.   _ .___,§,_.� ,__;_.-_.,_.¢_� _*92._-L&#39;_&#39;_-.;__!r-_L-::_-_�$f  __ _ _§� ¥¢,?;§_-_." &#39;- ,1 r92-� - 1 &#39; &#39;.  -. - J1-&#39; - »"-, �- o -- Y-&#39; r"&#39; -&#39; "L,"  ..;"�T&#39;_-�,,=&#39;92&#39;- ~~ "&#39;-~�_"&#39;.&#39;- .¬�~;&#39;.-92--;�i;;T!-�_92�,§�-&#39;-�ré-£3-k "i t� -



r BE

in
D &#39;-
11- -__ ,
l-2," -»"

vii r

&#39;�92.

._ __.|

* 11 <
L�:-an

-

�FI-

1"-��
-�__-.-

....._-H}

__a~�

-�-.&#39;-5

-3 �Q

33,. �
..l--� _ _
�_-:.1 _

r -&#39;1

;�.�vBf . V §  i if � &#39; tf§f§* |||é|||[|>
100-1511,61; *&#39;/ &#39;-I�

1. .

W1;-.u92§»>  sac, In Iork an 7, 19$

-» John Edgar Hoover - DU-actor, Federal in-can of Invutigation

IIICHAPJJ llA&#39;l&#39;HAlIIL THIGH�

SEGJRIT! IATTIR - Q

.92Q92

$1

inference 1; ms. to your nu.» of nprn 11, 1916, in the abovo
captioned latt-on &#39;

In V101 of the ailltant. attitudo of the nbjoot toward the Iogro

probloa, an lot. forth in your lottor of February I6, 19145, it 1| boliend that
you should ntnit a rooouaondation for the proparat-ion of a Soon:-ity Inch:
Card in this oua.

You logy oonaidar this latter as tho Human�: approval of Inch a
nconmondation and you ohould plaoa a Security R60: Gard in your 11100 at
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If enough such books 92- � �
are wrirren, if enough J . r
millions of people read . &#39;
chem, maybe, someday, 92&#39; there will be a greater

- understanding and a 1 ,&#39; more true democracy." i- &#39;
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i:&#39;A deeply disturbing document . _ F __
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I desire to acknowledge your letter of Jme 22, 191:5, Iith melo-
aura.

You any be assured that the oontant of your oonmicatien has hem
- very canhally noted and I Int to thank you for your interest in communicating

�Q1 -e

If in the titan you ahould obtain intonation which you feel 18
of value to thin Bureau, please feel free to oo�unioatl directly with the
Special Agent in marge of our Lon Angelou Field Divieion which is looated at
900 Security Building, Ina Angela 13, California.

Sinoanly youra,

John Edgar Iloovar &#39;
Director
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Maehingtun, ll. U.

- June 30, 19145

.. I desire to acknowledge your letter of June
sure. �

I. .

22, 19145, with enclo-

_ You may be assured that the content of� your conlxmmication has ham
very carefully noted and I want to thank you foryour interest in comunicating
with me.

If in the future you should obtain information which you feel is
of value to this Bureau, please feel free to communicate directly with the
Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angoles Field Division which is located at
900 Security Building,-Los Angelee 13, Califomis.

INFFW11 Sincerely yours,
AfEi2:sQN£1.1SS111EU 1 ED . . 3,. .3e=_...-

BUY / --..____B Y J Edgar Hoover
Director3&#39;11}!
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Director, rm .7 C! C/F .�

BE: RICHARD M.T1~.A}¬IE.I. 1:21 oer I &,9292,J&#39;

SECURITY MATTER - C .

Bureau File 100-157464 _ _ <:

Dear Sir: CL�
,»92

L .

The copy of the Security Index Card maintain e1d
office relative to the above-named individual has been is. d is
now captioned as follows:92

92
92

T.R1&#39;G?&#39;T, RICFARD lI.#.1�E��J.392&#39;IE1. NATIV1-, BORN CCl�.N1L&#39;liIST
Mi Cele 0

1.122 rtmcnt C-23
89 Lefferts Place <" _ _ 8Brooklyn, I92&#39;ew �fork �ies.!   O H

.    �J -  Free-lance -writer at residence  Bum!  �é I M &#39;5�

REFER TO 111&#39;:-§;_atf�1.w&#39;ree m.&#39;rer> gar 1L_1e4e I14 gegrmr case. mi roe; caRn_111; . i &#39; i i K i i if WT¥§EE 7¥D¬TPTiz �xi i �

In accordance with Bureau instructions, a white 5" x 8� card,
captioned as above, has been prepared and filed in the Confidential Security
Index Card File of this office. Appropriate disposition has heen made V
of the card previously maintained in the Card File, in accordance with
existing instructions. It is suggested that the original Security Index
Card maintained at the Seat of Government be revised in agreemen;92uith the

L
caption above set out. I * - . ��!"§�roe&#39;:1/-1 "W ~~=1>&#39; =~=~1=~=, k_J~$-

bx 7H553-c!&#39;:i*ro¢.,,_T!ONC0M _ _m3i_;, ,6 év�f°___;__-W ht,
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RECORDEDIOO-1571,61.-19

I-D� A &#39;-
JI1! 6| 1-9&5 T

1 b��

ma Thho�ll wlrmvlvdso rwllrl of mn- Lam um am 1.8, 191.5,

-

Tho ntu-11.1 dxich you la to bnittod In bun cu-atuny ind
_ nndIIanttothu1kyuutoryour1:|taru.:tandou1r:.oay1nwr1t1:|g umwe I

Int-hnrnntyuuroooi additionnlint L194;
to be of am.»-==z to the rnx, I 2:11. you to an 3:: to .�i3.�;1£¬.""��"
:?<=i-1! I1?-h lb! 8P&#39;=1l1 lscnt in Charge of our Lon lngelca yield Division

vb 1&#39; ham at 900 Sew-1%: lmlding, Lon Angola 13, California.

Bi���li IMP!»

John Idgar Ioovor
D1:-uctor

ALL IIIFORMATION CONTAINED
I¬E?I�f:.�&#39; IS UNCLASSIFIED I_

DAT%1LEZLB °�
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&#39; DIRECTOR "

Fehrral Bureau of lnuntigatinn

. = .  .1 �niteh States Brpartment of Justice
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»u/W H�
hiwith enclO&#39;£ur:.�Iil1 acknowledge receipt of your letter dated June 16, 191,5,

The material which you have submitted has been carefully 1 ed
and I want to thank you for your interest and courtesy in iritifgg Jib:
Bureau.

In the ev t i add&#39;t1

to be of interest t:nth:°;B;:m; ::nt you ig�egfgmttgne�aggebenwe
direct}-Y �ith the $P¢¢i<&#39;-�-1 18°� in char�e of our Los Angelee Field Division
_uhich is located at 900 security Building, Lou Angelea 13, California.

..-- -", |92.&#39;I?-�-"2�E__:Y|. I;    Sincerely yours, m
VICIORY  J": &#39;-�§|Cl_.&#39;1921§ iF|ED _ "11.. avk-u-erv-I/~ I,

Egx
§,}]{§;&#39; _  � J John Edgar Hoover / -» /E�: E?� f rg =�r� uni: -. Q , : _ D1I&#39;GCt|DX&#39; Y
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toaicants at the early age ot six.
There i.|ri&#39;t any question about

the undemocratic practic-as in
America, It doesn&#39;t matter it one
is a resident of the North or
&uth. as Black Boy was. the �ar-
ing discrepancies between the
ideals and the realities are sul�-
cient to �oor the idealist and
shock the realist. But it Ls hard 10
imagine a life like Black Boys. It
seems that someone would have
come into the picture to redeem
our faith in human-kind. Perhaps
"Black Boy" is that character. In
the face of all the circumstance; a
�icker oi� ambition kept within
him. He even oossess-ed the "for-
ei rt" desire to wri&#39;

%lCE3I3 wngn! has little Pride
in his own people for he says:

�Whenever I thought of the Q5-
aential bleakness of black hie in
America, I knew that Negroes had
never been allowed 1° ¢;t¢h the
full spirit of Western civilization,
that they lived somehow in it but
not 0! it. And when I brood:-d
upon the cultural barrenness or
black lite. I wondered it clean,
?Ol1tl92-�I tenderness, love. honor,
oyalty, and the capacity to re-

member were native with man. I
asked mys-el! If these human qual-
ities were not fostered. won.
struggled and au�ered tor. pre-
served in ritual irorn one genera-
tion to another."

As I re�ect about the human
1111111112: of Western Civiliz�tibn,
I wonder about the "positive ten-
derneas" of the whites. Could
there be much genuine feeling
within the hearts oi a people who
could stand by and permit condi-
tiona such as exist in "Black Boy"
to prevail? What kind at people
are these who kept others in slav-
ery. treed them in name only.
tried to make sure that they didn&#39;t
become enlightened throuih edu-
cation, signed restrictive cove-
nants to keep them living in the
alums. maintained the idea of
white supremacy�! The only �gen-
uine passion" that I ever saw ex-
hibited Iras the unleashed spirit
that moved the mobs to lynch.

How hollow are the memories
of white America that send Gold
Star mothers over to Europ�l�
visit the [raves of their iaiien
black Iona in Jim-Crow trans-
ports! �ow" hollow are the meni-
ories of white America that main-
tain a Jim-Q-ow arm! Ind "IV!
in the secorio 92Woi-id War. Where
ta this grand ¢92&#39;�Passion of 92_V¢8t-
ern civilization&#39;.&#39;~92&#39;l�hia "emotional
atrength," this clean, positive

D " " &#39; /rv-!�>&#39;7�lld

tenderness. love, honor, loyalty,�
leaves me zropirig in the darkness.

Negroes do feel deeply! Could
they have given America Iolk mu-
sic otherwise? It is agreed that
our masses need education.
Through education they will ax-
rive. But I believe that the way
of life oi the Negro, the humble
folk, with the white humble talk,
is the only redeeming factor in
America. It&#39;s the humble soul that
makes lite livable anywhere. It is
he who oifers a helping hand in
the time of trouble; it is he who
practices the golden rule; it is he
who doesn&#39;t clamor for wealth arid
position, tihe shallow posses-
aionm . . . In hapby contrast to
the rnaterialists. the capitalists.
the exploiters, he make-s a pretty
picture. It is he, the rneek soul,
black and white. who will one day
inherit the earth.-�Ruth Apilado,
Haywood, ILL
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Los angeles, Calif.
June 18 - A5

Dear Sir:

Richard Lrijht the nefro tho wrote black boy and Native Son books
are doinj no good and a lot of harm they are causinr disunity and spreading
race hatred and if you people don_t_ want America LOI�6 up the same as
Germany you had better put a stop to sutch people as th;t poor old ass
of a Southern Senztor with uis bach to africa move ment and sutph
old fools as that poor crazy old Rich:_rd -rrifht. Te colored people
are good natured all we want is justice a good job with good pay for work
well GCLE. Every time we turn around some one is complaining nayging
ccnst;{§g&#39; critgrgising evcry thing we do. Richard Jright seem_ to be un-
h£n"|y in nrxeric; so we mist to God he would leave and go some olice else
for he is ge_t_ing on our nerves. I and all the other colored peoole know
that ninty percent of the trash that he puts in his books are lies, but
if oe: le in Ger any should jet a hold of Black boy 1&#39;s awfull afraid Uncle
Sam&#39;s face is going to be red for you cagt rule a German if you cant
rule .~J.&#39;£:�iC;.a.. and the lies that poor sick braned fool Richard Bright nut
in his books sure dept do 4�¬TiC& any good in.tin foreigner&#39;s eye sight.
Je colored people want Richard Jright&#39;S books boned if he cant Write a
story without tryinjj to agitate race trouble we want him to pick himself
a. new vocation. Just get a copy of his books and go through them. We
dong see why he isn&#39;t in the ;..n:.y anyway. If he went to India or norm
other place and saw how horrible those people live then he would see how
far advanced we are. After all we colored peoole are zbing the best we
can if you would get a copy of the negro hand book for 19h2 you would
see just ho".-.~ well we are doing. &#39;-&#39;.&#39;e are only a anall race oi� people.
&#39;-&#39;.&#39;e colored people are very discouraged and that is the reason sixty million
little bity Japanese can fight all most two billion people without Q allig
and hole out so long. Because that Billion colored people are on the
point of giving up. After all this is not our war and if we win We logse
So I suppose there is nothing to do but just say to hell with the hole

bloody mess.

This is from that poor old fools book
provoke the devil. r

�-" I

y 4 mucoumueo. .. _ .
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Lon Angola 60-1
July 1-I15

Dar Biz-

Ic an writing you people in hope you will be ablo to but
books like black boy and also Native Son by the Iogro Richard Iright
bmed as ho is aproa:&#39;1_ng race hatred and causging disunity. I! you
will look thrmgh the mans books you will no how he rant and rave lib
a mad mm, It in terrible and also .he use to mch filthy exproaoionl
the unit: In-iura don&#39;t do that no my should ho. So for the ab of
unity please have his books banod. they are doing no good and a lot. of
harm.

I

If the log:-o author cant Irita I book Iithout trying to stir .
up race hatred between the Ih1t8&#39;lI1d colortd folk: it till be both!�
for tlaen to not Irita at 11.1.
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I have received your letter oi� July l, 19145, and appreciate your

interest in making the observations contained therein available to 3,

In the event you receive additional information which you believe to be
of interest to the Federal Bureau of Investigation pleeee feel tree to
communicate directly with the Special Agent in Charge of our L06 Angelou
Field Division moss addreee is 900 Security Building, Lee lngelee 13,

California, telephone lladiscm 74°-1&1.

- Sincerely you:-e,

 &#39; . &#39;<-- =*---- c,092�*��®
�~92John Edgar Hoover  j -/la�Director __  �S 92!9292  5515?
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I have received ynur latter at July l, l9h5, ad appreciate yeur
~ interest in making the obeervatione contained �aerein available to Q,

In tho event you receive additional information which you believe to be
of interest to the federal Bureau of Investigation please feel bee to
communicate directly with the Special Agent in Charge of eur L00 Angelee
Field Division mimosa add:-eae in 900 Security Building, Ina Angela: 1,3, -
Galifomia, telephone Iadieon 7213..

Sincerely youre,

John Edgar Hoover
Director
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Q "P3: Q � �r u_ an nIlack Ioy Not
Picture N Negro 92

It aeerna that I�ve lived In Amn-lca a million years: it&#39;a only a lite
time. lt aeema that I&#39;ve dwetled
in the aluma aa long: that. too. ia
but a life time. It aeems that I&#39;ve
known intimately. a zillion black
boya and gnu; there have onlybeen than that 1 have met in the
actual extent at my age. over
thirty yeara. -- In all my experi-
ence a.a a black American. I&#39;ve
never known a black child like
the portrait Richard Wright paint:
in his recent book. "Black Boy."�Black Boy." like �Native Son."
la a problem noyel. its purpose La
to uncover the deplorable condi-
tiona under which our children
exist, thereby atimulatin; correc-tive measures. The objective la
�ne. I hope it works. but "Black
B01" doe: not represent the aver-
age lite o! the Negro child in
America.On nearly every corner on ou
nei�iborhood there was a taver92
A1 a child I rerner-" 1 _"drunka� staggering � -
heard their vile lr 92-
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The late President Roosevelt. Bee
nun of Commerce Henry Wnlluee
Cherie; Che�lm Ed [_-leashes!
Hughes were nu-son] I-hole also de-l
nounced by Sum-h.

Inolevelt was accused of want
lag la he preddenl of the world,
Wlllnloe I&#39;ll I-skull why 1|; Q1351
run for vice pl-eddenl. ngdle; jg;
Blllllh. and Chm-lee Chaplin "um;

��=**_ dbl! in the heaviest eontributnr
in the Communist plrty In ua.

DIPOIT CIIAPLIN
�mi�a recommended �an! Chi-plln

R dlemlrted Hid. this Suiiestmn II-I
greet-ed With loud applause by t-he

-I-lnumq, �Hughes. wellkno-In

poehwndedued�abe�utype
otperlouwholhouldnotbeal
mu-glmmnenrmnmlleneam
._�__ ._ ..-.re�. _._ _

llI.l�l.lBwenllnllliI-ilFlli-
Qyenlyboutedofhlln-aeh�on

 ¬u§&#39;l-ln!edonPn¢u1�w0!

l

V

~ » 1. A i*~&#39;�*Wl �e. 4� � *- ..._» ra-

lgb� ¢%?3j 9m@$.e ,,
v u-J1--~c-.92-492-:*5- "92"""" �"-4 &#39;

/,6 ,/>&#39;7¬/I "/-/ll-

b J IN  A
Hawkms Rev. Russell
Called UnAmé�¢an l

Colored men and women Iormed part 01&#39; a tense picket�
outside of Philharmonic auditorium Monday night dem-

onstrating against the use 0! the hall by Gerald L. K Bmlth -&#39;-
leader or the America First. movement.

Despite the picket line, however, and despite numerous

the clan.-ms
meeting 1-lends: L

lend telegrunl to
Stimson; &#39;1�:-mush Gib
Ouide to the secretary

pruleststonhe management ll"Om�~ >�_ ~�*~ ~ Wi
prominent indlvlduals and argumen-
t-�ons, %..l.."l 2:5 I-�er"&#39;.ll.&#39;..e5 w 5,":-e&.L
I-Dd to make unsubstantul flsczst
chutes before an I-ild.lCtl-C8 of 3.000
l005E92tL&#39;l� DENOUNCBD

The America Plrstera declued
that SW Qlnytun D Russell. D05
tar of uue People: Indepenqen:
Church of Christ. ll gulluy of un
Amerlan Lcuvltles The II-IIIB
1:111:86 In leveled I-lslnst August
I Hsvtms. L0: Anzeles Assembly
min no-author 0! l-he Cmlornla
Pal: Employment Prtcl-lcel Cun
mlnlee and agllnst. Herbert son-ell,

Urgent requests were
�enpecislly lpmlnted co

B1811
GI. 1&#39;1-ar.erm.l and
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A 1�-5&#39; t autobiography

rapha l&#39;W-1» We
Black Boy is the autobiography of the youth of a 37-year-

oltl Negro uarnctl Richarcl 9292&#39;rigl|t who, in 19-10, wrote
Native Son. That novel, which |llut&#39;r|l 9292&#39;right among Amer-
lea�; moat gift:-cl writers, htta a hitter, llrtional account of I
Ne|;ro�s revolt ngalnnt the life innpomulon a N1-groin the North.
Black Boy  Harper, 82.51!! in a bitter, true ntory ofa Negro boy&#39;s
etrngglee against the llfc irnpouctl on hiu race in the South.

Ilitutard 92&#39;ri||;ht wan born on a .92ll|salaaippl plantation and
i l ll ll ntlrt &#39; amlnmllu r &#39; Ill of lll�l&#39;l*a&#39;rc1l by u fanat ea y Irv  L� - .   8�

y IJJOIIGE KARO!-J!

ll&#39;l"t5&#39;* |ll192l.l&#39;IlIppened to him could have lI|l|lpcl&#39;ll� l to many
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c 0 Genera liveny
Lo: Angeles, California

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 4, 1945with enclosures.

The material which you have submitted
has been carefully noted andI want to thank ou f ay or your interest and courtesy in writing to thia Burs

In the event you receive additional information which you believeto be of interest to the FBI, I want you to feel free to comunicate withthe Special Agent in Charge, Federal Bureau of Investigation, United StatesDepartment of Justice, 900 Security Building, Loe Angelee 13, California.
" _ALL !_£&#39;_F.&#39;.�=R{f-.&#39;1AT!C?_I CQPITAINED W �"1� >&#39;°""»

___ __ John Edgar HooverHQ; &#39;_ Director
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with m¢1¢::-::m �cumming. �ad� or your lute� at� kl! 50 1945:

the material which you have natlittcd has bodn careful11 M1-ad andI �mt� t&#39;° thmk 1°� 5°!� your interest and com-tang in writ-Lug t-Q Qaia I_!l._1:--,=-3,,
In the av t Q1 &#39;  =0 »~ =1 M.-t »�»I°%B¥f°= -I:.q:�;�.:*�.<,"��,.*:�::&#39;.�.;",°.m°�,,:.:�:.":%1;"

thebe $P¢¢1l1 Aunt in Charge, Federal mm or Invptigntion, Unity: gm...
partment of Justice, 900 Security Building, Ina Angelou 13, cqligq-Q1;

Vary truly yuuxjo,

J0hn Edgar Hoqvr
mrootar
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. 1 _  1.eo_:.e~_»- é ,1.u~:_n.~_e,=-  92
4436 Hall Street,

September 27, 1945
Hr. I. Edgar Hoover 1Federal Bureau or Iaveetigatioa, iq.,3L,!§~FnDh&#39;m.T-&#39;,�&#39;.] en
Iaehington, n. c. fF- &#39; � &#39;

. 7- r

DAI*{1§§f4�� d�&#39;5~}Dear Sir: L ---  é ,,I have looked over the boo!4i;l;ek Bey�, auppoieily written by ai�egro
called Richard Wri ht and publiehed by�Harper & Brothera, lee York City, a:
I consider thie book to be very racially inflammatory.

The publicity given to thie book during the laet few nontha is aeareely
leea than anaziag. A while baek  I do not know the exact ieeue, but believe
Ill during June, July or early Auguat! the book �Black Boy� wae publicized,
with vivid pieturization, in "Life" lagaziae; and ia September 29th ieeue or
"Liberty" Hagaziae, there vaa a eonden tea ion of the book--with epeeial sen-
tioi on the front cover of the aagaziae.

By etrange irony, thie ieeue or &#39;Liberty&#39; vhich eontained the eondeneaticr
of the racially inflammatory book �Black Boy"---displayed on the front cover
of the Iagaziae the picture or a returning United Staten eoldier greeti assalute, the Statue of Liberty in Kev York harbor. ?§t

Granti ag that the negro called Richard Iright actually Irote
ay opinion thet ell the oub11-itv -i - t, -.-.�, °A¥G= .o the book is being
eone peraon or organization--for propaganda purpoeea: to £a;&#39; the :11;

of diaeeneion and eeditioua dieeontent. How Hitler  if he ia yet alive! auet
IIU-�kg Ill laugh.� I�

I461./24: W</~1*/
I would like to believe that my aurniee ie,in§orreit; but the evidence, aor

cerning all the publicity given to this booh,i1neaoapably_refutee any aueh
wishful thinking. I night aleo add that the book has been advertised in local
newepapere and--I preeune--ia neeepapere of other cities all over the United
�tatee. I an remembering that the 1 p an of evil dictator: and their indoctri-
aated brood in--etill--to �divide and then conquer.�

An offering thin euepieioa, in caee you ehould deem it d
gate the book d th

the book, it
ie fi�i��éi-~éit
by

a viaable to investi-
an e financing of its exteneiv

not
e publicity-- and the end doee

appear in eight!.

A11 loyal Americana, I feel eure, are grateful for all the eplendid vork
eone by the !eB,l. i: eeteoting an: eradieatiag orime. tith beet viehe �the cxhtiayatioa of your no t

J
J! �O,� &#39;._J 1�

e for
e valuable activitiea, I a ~

r � "r _�~

Ajn�x�n. F* ¢&#39; 92 kx r$"&#39; yp&#39;92
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laptaubar 27, 1945.

the cont-ant at your latter has bean oaratully not-ad, and Irant yau to knua that your tntaraab la! courtesy in writing to thinlures-u are very mun appraciat-ed. Also I want to �at-nk you tor tha
aozpliaanf-ary mania consuming �u tax-I: of this Bureau.

aatnauladga noaipt or your latter htad

In the aunt. you nceira additional intonation which youbalion to bo 01� interact. to tha FBI, I rant you to tool Ina tooomunicate with no or tho Special lgant in Charge at our Dallaa{£0151 Division located at 1318 lie:-uantile Bank Building, Dallas, tuna. �� �I1  5&#39; " &#39; 1&#39; 7 �F &#39;_ I017 truly yours, f
� =- I ~ ms» #1 =-1 I� ~
I 3

&#39; &#39;  &#39; iohntldgaflnovarll�-�I 5U  ______;_ _ _ l_ii-___-- _-n �I  .
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nzrms= its records oi� Selective Service Board #178, 44 Court Street, I

A Brooklyn, New Iork, re�ected um. as or larch 21, 1946, the I
subject&#39;s address was apartment 3F, 82 Washington Place, ties I

Io:-k City, where he resided with his wits. _ This tile also contained e letter Idated Aprn 14, 1946, wherein morn advised 11. planned to leave the United "- � �
Stateson liq 1, 191.6, for a period of three months in France. The reason 1 *for this tripwasnot give_ninh.is1ettsr. - - _ D

llree lance niter, pa-esentlqreol-Id.ng on novel
Left 11.8 for France, Hey 191.6, with re-an-n asll

e
Io: Sept. 1946. Reason for trip unknown. Borqu;

2*-�C

9/4/oa, latches, lies. broke with or due to
failure to recognise and deal with probl in �
swish. A 1 k

</__.92 �- -3 - 7 REF-�T
�P

T Bureau rn. ioo-1571.61. ,
Letters to Bureau, 2/26/1.5 and 4/1&#39;7/45

REQFE

Bureau letter to Sice, #28, 191.6 Series, 3/12/46
Bureau letter, 5/7/45

the present tine he is writing a novel, but the anp
date was unknown. It was learned that the subject had lsit the United States
for Francs around lay 1, 191.6, and it was believed he would return to this I
country in Set  d� this year. The reason tor the subject&#39;s trip was not

c lotion -!!"&#39;I&#39;

I"""°""&#39;°"""-""= Subject, negro, resides B2 �Ieshington Place, NIB.
e P

I

M

; . isriréi 7:�on-.�wnI -T I - ""r1m..-z ¢#
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Bo d �I78 &#39; rt: ggviaely reported, the record; oi Selective Serv.-ice

er re c t the subject is negr eni born so mb1., 1908, at Ngtohez, llieeilaippi. &#39; 0&#39; .&#39;� Pu er

A review of the �le M the enbject reflected that he is e
"�&#39;E§1&#39;"° if-1*-�r, �e �e�wih wrote for �rm iiaeeeei and "Daily �Iorkerl.
In addition, he had published five novels concerning the fight of the cqlorgd
people, beeidee writing ekite and etoriee in e. einzller vein. 1-Ie wrote two
Q1-tiolee for "Atlantic Monthly" roar August end septenber, 191,4, entitled
"I Tried To Be A Llcumtnnieth lhe 1&#39;-_I_1ene cl� these articles :&#39;,>pea.z-ed to be
*&#39;h°*&#39; he bT°k" "53-h 91° Pl-"3 because they were unable to recognize him as
e friend. �me articles did not eeem to attack the communist Party gs re�-,_
lutionery, but attecked it because of the failure of individuals in the
Put! 1° P=l"°P9f3-F recognize enddeel with problems in eociety.

The indicee of the New York Field Division re�ected no
further information concerning the subject. .
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 11166 A/167720: andum - UNITED STKTES GOVERNMENT

--#�

T0 a �it-� Direct-or, FBI 9413; ..

P43  SAC, New York
H7

W!!!�-¢&#39;li= nmcwm nrcmm IEL �IRISH! _ __, _ _ 5szcrmrw mom - c b"!
Bureau file l00�15&#39;7l»f>-4»

Reference is ma§ E gureau letter dated September 5, 1946 and to
the report oi" Special Age;-1* dated June 18, 1956 gt iiew Yprig inthe above entitled

IICBABD �.&#39;lR_IGH&#39;!� left the United States for France in Hey 1946 and
at the present time, it in not lmcnrn then be intends to return to this cccnt.=~;,.*.
In the February 1, 194&#39;? edition of "T?;!;?E"I LEADER", an anti-Comrmmiet publication
of the Social Democrats �pneare an ar ole entitled, Fm 1m&#39;E=1vI1-11 �rm RICHARD
�-&#39;l&#39;RIGH1�". This is a translation oi� an article under the eame title that appeared
recently in92�IE WELWACKE", 1 weekly journal published in Zgricp, Switzerland.
WRIGHT was interviewed at Zurich concerning Negro problems and expressed his re-
sentment of racial discrimination in the United States. -

�". I

Inaenruoh as no information has been developed indicating Comnunist
activity on the part of ��&#39;RIGh&#39;£� since he eew� connections With the Communist
Party and further in View of the fact that he may not return to the United States
for some time, this ease is being closed unless the B-11-eau otherwise directs.

ln view of the eubjectw pest ectivit-ice, it ie believed t-hat the
security index card in this case ahould not be cancelled.

1975/ i ilk,
1 O-£,1674
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" !�i6�t? Mem�fd�d�m - UNITED STATES GOVERNIIENT
" é�

1-! = Director, rm °*"= Janna-y-1.9, 1942
rip:-|_L% SAC, New York ! FE &#39; &#39;_&#39;_-

wn;a&T memo mmmxzn mm;
sscuaxrr mm - c

 Bu-ecu file 100-157464! 92r if , H L,�
I _ � ., &#39; v in

A review of inetcnt �le reflects �at� since lubjecth severance or
hie connections with the Coununiet Party, and hie public criticism of its
policies during 191.4 he has not an a ed in Golnmni t ti, g g any e ac vitiee that,intact, according to information Iutnitted by   subject
no definitely not of a Marxist frame oi� mind as indicated by c critical
cmments he made concerning conditions within the Party-

In view of the foregoing circumstances Bu-eau authority ierequestod
at this time for the cancellation oi� the security index card maintained tnI�bj��t by the Neil York Office.  / t

4  ]h_!f|"92r&#39;n92|,q �H [___ If ,
HEN� _-;§;:§r.92c0r~;;.1192:r»..0di 1
D�;-ts.  7*,» f_ _�mm  �n:

190-£1674
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In accordance with your recommendation, the Security Index Cord

&#39;_- relative to the captioned individual has been cancelled and you are
. � authorized $0 place your copy thereof in the investigative case file. &#39;_~
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UM eeverel 0 ed eenpeeer �pups Itdeh T} mentioned tn the teuree 0!
Ivnverutll�e Intel tint, et the the then ll �ret planted Mt trip
ebmd, the pupa ~ been eerg eemertttve la am; lute end ml prnbed
en edw-nee payment en reyslttee te tlte ever £15,! mttll the Ilxt ported et
�yelw pepentt,  SLIJLCT etuted th-t the ¢&#39;run;eeer.t it for the eoqneere
to put an eellettlen 0! reyultlee late the In-rte of the nuetttene taupe end
then three p-cape pa; monthly eneteemt to th eq>oeere; then allotments
fl �r��tft pen the rerrlft If lbyelttee It errengeeente by the eecpoeere
out i uiiiizt Ii ritea�ea in �e nnei Milli» Q to eeeare pepente ever eperled at ye-re when the latte eczpeeer to at linger pqmler.! luddenlq,
en the lq prior to the departure Lt-e If �t�t, the ck nee re-eelved but en neither the newt premised ner nquee  8!-1.1855 Pt. Y
Itated that In tried to �nd out I1; there ledleen e Iutlen ge tn the &#39;ettttude If the pup; he Ia te1d=thet the euele groups en no reason aw
he ehoull ecee OveJ~leee, mt there led beer. e lnlt-at; té allot none; to

Mn to be med for e trip et the H3. IOUISF eulpeeted that Inch In Qe
to the het that be Ind ecgolatned to the &#39;1&#39;-�latte Ilouee" tn e personal letter |
about eoee �utter-tire activities of the  nope to dutch he belem-ed. lCl�7tS£
Ute-ted that St bed eeened to Mn tr-t [q_92f_~§�92&#39;!&#39;, leaeband It one of the Andree
Sitters, Ind nude e greet effort to "push" nae eupoeere who were Iuttlen
and OUIPI Ibo were tve&#39;.r;- pro-¢c::92r.1tt, IOISFSF. ll of the lptnlon that �nds
pet: to lama eeqaoeere ee eueh an ever; gene eover to trmefer loner
eredite to the Soviet gmrerment; lI_ furl-Plr laid t-net lie had written e letter
to tie Ihlte louse calling attention to the preferential trutnent given to
tllee pro-CU-.92l92tet lenberl If tlr eqvoeere. I lot more et the nee tenor
fluted»

en $135! It-ltd thtt after reaching France ht he! lied the Llerlcen Erpreu
u In-$1111; eddreee, furthermore, he Md eeked ene �! of the Prerch girls
Iurlred et the Anerteen lwreu to give pereoml attention 0 mil Int it Iould be forwarded to his in I plumed trip to I032. �e-rrivedIn-nee tn June, lent to ii tn input, mt Isl been tn tr e eon-

moon; elnee lepteeiaenl etetet that he lat arranged to meet the
I and to nuke at {La-metal errenpaent etth her en lonr! 1;, 26 lmenber 1951;
ever, It In-Mg er 8|-tar-41;, Z; er 21, Ior 5.1, IJ.:her¬ IIIGHT an um e
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erpenieetien of Merle &#39; W I

ll at the tnvitetien
I�K&#39;Al&#39;l cpleyee e! the lnerieen hpreee,- -" i i � e. arm? " t ��the¢id|m.OI hfrmeezi. Hated that hethe meeting and the tenor of the eemrereet en which he! teen

pmrdly critical cf the Aserieu» eelieiee, acid and lhreiin. COURSE ex-
preeeeé the epinien th-t Iiiitil-IT, who Le! _Q_:hl.l.|&#39;_�l_r_l!I|_r9¥9$ £===-met Lei:-.i:.a,
le ee much e eeseuniet en he ever In-4 bell:-.�l-ell! that tie In-enen girl
use to his ea-1; en lend�-:_lernin;, it In $1, and etet-ed I-lent it could be
::peeeiI:1e I keep the plehned eppeietnnt with RUB}; ee "eeaethi.ng&#39;6 eeee qp,it-led that one e!� the pereene et the meeting her! prob-bl;
tr-16 the iiri we eeeui ii; ieemee of his �net that he ie eeneidered " -_ 8 e etoolpigeon� fer anti-euhvereive pereene. lid not bee ulna thie mule! hue
been but euepeeted thet Rich-rd 831911� would be -_ _ e been In Is tied peeition toGe thin ee II-;.&#39;IG|-1!� I-e e tri�ulhw and Ire. R2523� end et lne I
tine Lure, !.1.§E£-L15 bed eases
I-rner Ueethere Studio. eaJE!&#39;�" e
Ieraer eeript IlPel&#39;lIent but hell been
Iueic I&#39;M let the Red elem-at elem.�

L
pt mi offered it te the

Id etiek to writing

_ nut-ed eh-e &#39;er:s1.&#39;: we em e view.» in South 4-me. early em year R
einee hie leet e let er aene; promoting e dense group. U555? had asked�ta write enee mam e nee ehee mieh IHGHT nested to do in eeser

....=-ap P-is �r:-tare. eae if t� ii�iin ihet "11-�.&#39;iiiiT,IIr..iu� I:hO in ieptg�e E eitieenehip and Bree eff heel: reyaltiee Ire: lnerleen melee, bee not
eeiee the Ihale-hearted eee;e:-etien 0! tie Ilelth er lnerieene _Ihe re-_ J
main; their. I8 eitieenehip and Io:-kin: in Ia-nee; �£331.52. is er the q=ir:_ien
et the eene pereem eh: etteepied te b_c:k hie t_r_,n _.re_-Q heve sane: t-._

ubeereiee elm-ente in hrie te Ietth 8GJ!i.5£&#39;5 pereend eeateete we keep hie
0: Q-the:-in; Ir-I information which mule reee-1 their ee�vitiee. Aron;

Fe dieee;e:�i.-ee tic; 800:5! and; ee:u-tn: hie Julie IiI192¢1ll Ills: 2"�renee en t the reel: eperu: ee en paring re!; LE caneeieii if 66:1:-were for event; iiii yea-e in hie eeeeunt-.Fe:p1ei|edE hie trip to ling!-ad Iel to epend the reyeltiee mieh �u d not he
en Ira thet country  in exeeee of bent;-eight �!! pounds eler1in;!-

5525!! !9.&#39;l.32
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i lard then,

L In-ml: hum In I-I I» 9-14 ms; u gave tho agitation ma mm
ion nut to an tram tit Us an uhodlln but the pg-!_¢:_l; gseséeé 1492115 Q

4 Cub an Ind no that IIJRSI no {crud to an 0!�!-on; um-u-a bu IouldIn92Ch Q In the N110 Ibcn tic chock: arrivod. , _ . I
2. 8007512 sand churn and undo! much um oolunnt tin the Irlttcn ro-
ie� aaaa ta ii-iii-ati. 3"!-i.i"$i§ iiiuainroi in i.nfornation, cqaidnlng tn-t no Ia!
ltlltlnl sonny nr my naumntlnn but canted to do his 9-triad: Qty.Ono ll-la: named Itrmgo - that no the nnhtcuth ti.-no of Mn ltatuunh.
IOUIESE Inferred to C01. ICCOPJIICI an 0 &#39;31-out Autism� AM tlpruud
tppruvd 0.! ti: Q4fl!n.!&#39;!_�-3 9922;!!! Q! Qat eee§e:: e! 9: ..l~==:&#39;£a.-. 5:-ass. -�iii
scum: Quad to be all Inna! In th: attnhnut It various plrual tn PCommunist Q-cups and proalml that my wan! If the uh. hunts or suspicions prwhich he Quid obtain would In g1-�y given U Iiuhry Int-nlllpmc. my

- |
J. llerurtnent 0! Iowans Utah: US la, vurl�od that than 1|
0 Iucord 0! one -ld neon! will he nu-chrd
for infer:-stlcn,

l._

-- -- . ._ - ~- 2-we a %r.:,-1 *q-air? i�ieh ii�i iii�u�i -
for the attmpt cf thc Soc! _v or Ca.-;uer| to kucphh in lacrlca. In 0
Iord to ti: Panpu-I. nation would haw aecunpillhnd this, In}-r:lgu1n; utter
md ti: lnfona-Lion go-an ate:-cncc 1.89 tin -in Iith the Ofl�ltl 1.1190:-:.n4on.
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&#39; February 1., 1952 snotty" - um coulum
. Director, FBI
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K
or t. nu:-can�egion 1X both "

� J&#39; ¢ H! t_ Io further action is contemplated in this latter by. _ _ K� CIC but. my additional intonation whicn may be 1- c*1; J ! I � 1&#39; O1&#39;I£.1�dBd.
Q 92 L.
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1! 92 _7 &#39; kc cc - Paris {Encl-2! VIA AIR PUUUn

2-ncl. -2 "_,,/I m , NTAINED5  LA.-::£:Y:g{;FI13D- *9 "~.>§ /_ --�J _" v �L &#39;_4� "_"i_"" _ 8 Q  &#39;
-�JV &#39; sxH>~�.5°, ._ SE 47 �ND £.0i92Fl% �92?V �- &#39; 16

_ one copy of 92 !§port dated uanuary 3, 1952 ro- " I I,e capt d group. Also attached is one copy of 92_92a report dated Jan Jr 3, 952, alao prepared by uagion 11, re- 92�gardmg .".1Q_m;RD_ ,. H&#39;RIGhT o ganizer of the captioned group.  he &#39;copy of eacn or tneac reports 1: being tumianed to the 1-EGA�1&#39;Paris, France with a copy of tnia letter
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On IE fcea-Arr I951, the fcllauiq lafaraatlau actu-eating IUN!-I1 lat �tum
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an anti-Stalinist position lince his expulsion from the
Communist proganda ands by

&#39; t contributions to neutraliat oublications soc
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A review of our filee reflects that a eecurity-type
 Qinuestigation was conducted during .1943--1946 on a Richard !athani¢"_ � &#39; h i identical with the captioned individual. IrighfkIrighj, 0 0 e

was torn on September 4, 1908, in 1,-t_r_.~he__z,__jli_eei_ee_ippi_. Ie
i i ht ear-e of elelentary echool education and profeeececla me e 9 y

i ht oet and newspaper reporterexperience as a novelist, playwr 9 , p ,
Jn 19-35 he urar-ted an the Federal er-ite:-e Project in fhieago and
eold articles and short etoriee to magazines. In 193&#39;? he nor-ted
on the same project in �ew York City. At that tine he also did

u rt for the "Daily Io:-her� and became a contributing editorBOI6� r0

of the "New Haesee." Both of theee publications have been cited
_ ial 6&#39; ittee on Une-aa organs of the Eomuniet Party by the Spec 0"�-I

American Activities, Report, January 3 1939.
 E00-1.-W454!

On Bar-ch 21, 1942, Iright &#39;e nane appeared on the Iiet
of the "co"-mzittee to Free Earl broader," avhich me puhltehed in

_ the larch 21, 1942, ieeue of the "People&#39;e Voice." me "People &#39;0
foice" hes been cited by the California Committee on Uh-American
Activities Report, 1.948, as along the publ icatione found "to be

92.

Communist initiated and controlled or eo strongly influenced ac�
I &#39; &#39; *&#39;92to be in the Stalin solar iyetei." H
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On July ea,� 1944, the Ion York &#39;II&#39;I&#39;G1d f|&#39;l�l|uni"pnblish
on article entitled Iegro Article Criticized leds as Intslerant"
in mhich Iright nus reported to have stated that hie Gonnnnist
jortg membership roughly covered the period from the letter_part
of 1932 or early part cf 1933 to 19405 and his early association
Iith the Conmunists in Chicago mas broken in 1937 mien, he said,
be mas &#39;ejected&#39;_fron the Party. Iright stated that he mas rein-
etated in l937 and maintained e relationship Iith the Party until
1940. However, Iright&#39;s none appeared frequently in the Qbaily
lurker� during 1941 and 1942. Iright was reported to be a menber
qf the American Cosnittee to lace Refugees as qf larch 6, 1942,
and on septenber 18, 1942, be mas listed as one of the q�fioere of
the League of Anerican Iriters advocating a seoond front_for lure;
lie Anerican Gonmittee to Save Refugees has been cited as n
connunist front by the Special Cvnnittee on In-Anerican Activities
Report qf larch 29, 1944, and the League qf Anerican Iritere nae
been cited as connuniet by the Attorney General.

 O-2; 100-1e?4;4-5, 13!
fhe August, 1944, issue of the �Atlantic Honthly&#39;

published an article entitled VI fried to be a 0onnunist&#39; in
Ihich Iright discussed his earliest experiences as a Cbmnunilt
Party member in Chicago and touched apon the problens he faced
in trying to present his own ideas to the Party. As a result,
considerable publicity was given Iright&#39;s articles in the Tbailu
Iorksr" newspaper. In his column entitled W�em l1nes,&#39;_publiehed
in the August 6, 1944, issue of the "Daily Iorker,&#39; Benjamin J-
Dauis, Jr., referred to Iright and to what he called Iright&#39;s
fpublic and wholly unjustifiable attack on the Communists.�
nauis rqferred to Fright�: clain qf withdrawing from&#39;the Communist
in 1940, and asked why Iright waited until 1944 to lake his
break public. Davis inquired when Iright was trying to inpreee
and Indicated that lright&#39;e attitude was a form of�super~lqftisn.

Iright was classified as 4-F during Iorld Iar II because
of a severe psycho-neurosis. lie interest in the probleno of the
legro was alnost an obsession.  l0O_l57454_15!

Iright left the United 8tat¬I for France in lay, 1946,
and there is no ind a in n u 1

r returned t
ictniorji ect
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An individual who fibee in Paris, France, advieed in "
Lecenber, 1951, that iright regained hie United 8tatea citizenship
and lived off hie back royalties from Jherican ealee. He reported
that he had attended a meeting which nae a "Communist front and
which nae generally critical of American policies, racial and
foreign. Jhil meeting was attended iy Fright and it Ial the
infornant&#39;s opinion that even though fright had publicly ren needUonauniss, he sae as much e Coneuniet ae he had ever beenegigf101° PMp4l""  l !J-1*-&#39;7}./6L&#39;-jl! &#39;

-��n December 16, 1 , entified source reported
that the Iranco-American Fellowship Group was organized almost
entirely by Richard fright, American writer, lb Uoneieur Le
Prince, Paris, Jranoe, immediately qfter Iorld Var II, and Iae
euppoaed to be a eponeerehip for young writers, artiste, and
poete aha were students in France. it the tile of its organisation
eeveral of the ltudente had nade ltatementl to the effect that
the group was "leftist" in the nature qf its discussions. Accordir
to the injornant, -right and his group were the targeto qf
attacee from one James Baldain, a goung Negro writer who nae a
student in Paris. Baldwin attacked the hatred thence qf the
lright writings and the attempt of the Iranco-American fellowship

uGroup to perpetuate "Uncle Its Literature Methods. �zxlix&#39; &#39; -.. . _ :  !._j_,! _ __ .1, 5. M-=~.,, 100 1;7,~,6.,
Ln December 10, 1951, an American citizen, then

living in Paris, advised that her niece, who was a student, had
been invited to join the Franco-American Fellouehip Group by
Richard wright, who eta1ed that the group was composed of
"militant persona" interee,ed in the welfare of the American

hegro. nccording to the inJornant, the niece attended one
meeting Dj the organization and came to the conclusion that
despite its deniall qf Communism, the group eepoused the 001- �{

t Part line ae the girl had known it in the United States. 0&#39;1W �iunil y AI--_�-I--�_�_�_-I��l.N� .-_./.

lav-l§ gwg-;d;f_�g� 92� _
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In eneuer to your Inquiry eet forth in
referenoe eoneanloo�oa, he have no objection to
your {emtehtnp Information preolouely fernleled by
It concerning Richard Irtg-ht, providing that II erein no lay tndtooted ee the eoarce of the Information;
You ere farther eduieed that the Identity of the
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IOTL� 1&#39;0 8Ac"e c&#39;hioago,k- e Jnpelee, Ioblle, and lea rerk

_ for the eeeietanoe of all effteee reaetltng
ooptee of tnetant oomunloatton, there to attached 6
copy of a eelf-explanatory nenorandul dated Iovenher I0,
1953, vhtch nae reoeioed fren the Departnent ae Ie11
ae a copy of the petition ftlelgy the Attorney General
Itth the 8ubueretua Actfetttee-6&#39; ntrol loard eeettng
to cauee the regtetratteh-of the&#39;captioned organization.

Bureau ftlee reflect that each of the
tndtvtduale referred to in the ettaohnent te I811 I-noun
to the offtoe tn the area in uhtah he te believed to
Fdlidle

In the abeenoe of any information In your
ftlee which would lake euoh action tnaduteaole,
lureau authority to granted to eonduot the requeeted
tnteroiewe.

In lien of the dtetlnct poelthllity that
the hearing relative to the captioned organization
before the Bubvereiue Acttoitiee Control loara rill
oonunce in the near future, it ie desired that the
reeulte of your action in thie regard he eubnttted in
mono randuu for: euttable for dteeentnatlen to the
Department to reach the lureau no later than
Decenber 17, 1958,
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@ Ietohoh �leeioniypl
in 1-enponu t&#39;;1on.:- nun about aeqooat, you erereferred to FBI inventi atire report: gigiahod ggongyin the oano entitled &#39;RiohggQ_!g§Q§n1o ightg {:::rn.1

Security - 6&#39; tarniehei your egono7&#39;on&#39;U"o�to�be&#39;F 25 1954-14-
eonoez-!�-1!�-z the eabjett at �fog? i&#39;ii.i?&#39;ui iheoi F-iqiait: &#39;

1&#39;:-memittod hon-ovith 1| an I&#39;ll! inveltigetive ££/// &#39;
report in the one entitlod �Richard Ietlaniel wright
lecu:-it; Hatter - 0" oonoolmixg tho Qilrjeot or goo,» -.__...£--
chock roquoet.

On Ootobor 21, 19b2, wright�: nlmo eppoerod on tho
lint or tho &#39;Comn1ttoe to Froo Burl Irovder,&#39; which wen
ubiieho� in tho iaroh 21, 19%?� ioono or tho &#39;Peop1o&#39;o Voice.�ghe &#39;Po0p1e&#39;e Voice� has boon cited BK tho �elirornie Oommitteo
n Uh-American Aotivitiol, Report, 19 8, no lmong tho

�ublicetiona round �to be Gommuniot initiated Ind oontrolle�
;¢ =§="->==s1&#39;s&#39; 3.=&#39;i-fl�r.-66s�! aa to �as iiithiia the itniin ioiu

I 0111- &#39;

weal!�

&#39;9c1e&#39;o1]&#39;i%§&#39;tiod�Herald �l&#39;riblno"
A:-tiole Oritioiudpublished on

e roported to hero;;;:=:_::.:-so mat �-iii 6oiar_-1&#39;ar;iit Ear-ti "-"i->6;-ihip roughiy oove:-96 /
H-�-� Original and one to G-2 ./j�_/NZ L» J - .-&#39;
L&#39;2.&#39;...*�°i Reva: 1/6/55 " M I .&#39; 1 &#39; ~ P -B1 V " t 1&#39; L hr� aw!-929-° 1%-» 1.
-r...__._,___ U-H  I .__¢ _ A� e �-v�&#39;?"&#39;*�- Enclosure V! - �T-.f:�_:"CT92 -  . I K I .



§
92

i
[ 1
&#39; ,

He

92

| "
92 i4

th

M
l�"!"-T--.;

w
a.-1: �

4
92 ~_� 1"� ~__

1%

+~ an-an-in-vu-
92 .
J P

» -H»--.-j

~ x»

�J

&#39; . _>&#39;.�_-fr92:*&#39;:-2?;

�I 92 ;.-:_a
ft I. �.1--&#39;1. _ E:

. - aw E.�-1-.;.&#39;.~&#39; ml if-�

92

Q a

the ricc !&#39;1"O:c the latter part or 1932 or sud; gs:-t ori933p�to 19b0, and his early association with tho cwnnist
in Chicago was broken in 193?. Inn, ho said,

cjccwd 1�:-o--1. tho Part�. &#39;-2&#39;-=i.1&#39;-at stated tho. -
um.-z=c in 19;? and -incuma 1 rolatimship -an the
Ilrty Until 1940. Bomwr, 92h&#39;:..§ht&#39;s Ill�! q:-pesrad

k� - 1 Q18�! mo1&#39;!-cquontiy in the &#39;Dai HorWright we reported tolzo I. lcnbegu:%D¬!ac¥92cricm
Oornittec to save Rerngoss ac oi� March 6, 1932, and
on 8op�l:o.".bo!� 18, 19b2, ho was listec sa one or the officers -
or the League or Lmorioln la-itors, advocating a oecc-ad trout
for Bu:-opc. Ihe American Go:-nittco to Bcvc Refugees has been
cited .1: : C-m":.::i:t !�:&#39;or.t by $12.." S�ccicl Qgttec cc: Es.-92-
American Activities, Report of rm-ci 29, 1m, and :1»
League of American Hritcrs has been cited try tho Attorney
Oomrll or the Ihitsd states pm-cnent to Exocutive Order 101450.

- 4 _ A,r1@c..1=:-m.5.1[.r-:1 _*Ll -_ __ -4 _ ..
The ltifflllt, 19-&#39;55, il�nia? 6&#39;1"thc �Atlantic Honthlfrablishcd an article entitled "I �tried to be a Oorm.mist&#39;

n which it:-ight diccuasod his earliest experiences as a
ccmcnaus Party member in Chicago and touched qzan the
&#39;�&#39;92.&#39;2bl%!*£ he :11.-cc 912  to p-econ! his  _ée-2.2 te ti!Forty. Ac a rosult considerable publicity washfivan Hrightisarticles in tho "Daily Worker� now-uztczor. In s column
entitled �low Times,� published in August 6, 19151;,
1&#39;-we 01.� .=h=_-"P=_1lr Yqrlw-F P¢2=J~&#39;~=1;=_-Y1 P¢!1.I;-¢=&#39;;-
rorerrod to Wright and to unat he celled Bright�! "pt£bLi.c
and 92�:1o11{°:|nJueti!�iab1e attack on tho Gcn:am.ist." Davisrotor:-cc! Bright&#39;s claim of titbdraw-1.3 rm: the Ooh-mcmist
in 1954.0, an-1 asked Hg Bright United In 1 193,-1; to make his
!u~ea!_r pe1.blic= Davie i..&#39;:.;ui."od %"@. !-!ri.g}zt- 2-.2 t~..&#39;7i.&#39;:.5 to .*!.&#39;:.-prccc
and indicated that itrigztis attitude was s form or swer-
lertim. I�:
__ w=-1gnc_1¢rz gacmggaa {or um» in liq
191:1», mo thore is no Indication our files
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In individual duo lives in Isris, Franco, 7
advised in December, 1951, that wright retained hit
United States eitisenship and lived oft his book royalties
from �ner-iein �les. �e nope:-ted that he had attendee s
netting Ihich was s "Communist neat� me shieh wee
gene:-1111 critical or lnoricln polities, reeisi and foreign.
This meeting no attended by bright end it as the info!-nsnt&#39;s
opinion that even though Bright heel publieelly renounced NCommunism, he use as anoh s Communist as he had over &#39;been.¥L92I*
mu  r}°°&#39;£§@7§�6i!>&#39;.3 5,951 snother Governmentalece ,

my conducting intelligence investigation rope:-te:!___thet
?renco - inericen ?e11owehip Group was organised shoot

irely by Richard Bright, American writer, 11; Honsieuil
Le Yrince, Paris, Frmce, immediately sit-er B05116 Yer II,
and was supposed to he 1 sponsorship for young In-itere,
srtists and poets uho were students in H-snce. it the time
�or its organization; several of the students had smie
statements to the ertect that the group Ill "Leftist" in
the nature oi� its discussions. According to the inrormsnt,
�H1-ight and his group were the tsrgets of attacks from one
James Baldwin, s young Iegro writer who use I student in
In-is. Baldwin attacked the hatred themes oh the Wright&#39;ssmitinge snd the attempt or the Franco -lifsericsn FellovgzipGrow to Perpetnnte �Uncle Ton Literature llethods.&#39;Q� :-

On December 10, 1951. In lmericnn citizen, then
living in re:-is, sevised that her niece, who see s stoeent,
Ind been invited to Join the Franco - American Fellowship
Group by Bichei-1! Bright, I_Ih._c etetei tgt the pogo !I!...!
composed of �militant persons� interested in the seirsre or
the lmarieln Iegro. According to the informant, the nioee
attended one meeting or the organisation and esne to the "92eonclneion that despite its denials or Communism, the group &
espoused the Communist Isrty line so the 1-1 had mom itin the United States. j �00-15&#39;rl+61;-322i
�  .1-,1_/92. Q/92-""°"92.
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On July 28, 191414. the Iew York �Herald Tribune�
published an ertiele entitled �Fegro Article Criticized �eds
es Intolersnt&#39; in which Fright was reported to have stated
that hie Communist Part; membership roughly covered the srioc
from the letter pert of 1932 or earl; pert of 1933 to IQEO, an
hie earl; eeeociltion with the Qonmuniete in Chieego wee broke
in 1937 when, he Iild, he wee "ejected" from the Party. Urigr
stated that he was re-ineteted in 193? end maintained e re1ati<
chip with the Part; until l9h0. However, Wright&#39;s name appear
frequently in the Daily Worker" during l9L1 and 19hZ. Wright
was reported to be e member of the American committee to Save
Refuseee es of March 6, l9h2, and on September 16, l9h£, he
was listed ea one or the officers of the League of American
triters advocating 1 eecond front for Furope. She American
Connittee to save Reiugeee he; been cited ee e Qonnuniet
front by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities,
Report of March 29, 19hh. end the League or American Kritcrc
hue been cited as Communist by the Attorney General.

_. -_.. _ _ . ..._ ._ t_F
The �ugust, 19L4, iecuc or the �Atlantic Ron hly

published an article entitled �I Tried to be a communist� in
which Bright discussed hie earliest experiences no a Communist
Party member in Chicago and touched upon the problems he faced
in trying to present hie can idea: tc the Partge Ac e result
considerable publicity was given Fright�: srticlee in the �bail;
Worker� neweneper. In his column entitled �New Times," publisht
in the August 6, 19hk, issue or the "Emily worker,� Benjamin J.
pavic, Jr., referred to Fright and to whet he called Wright&#39;s
�public and wholly unjustifiable attack on the Communists.�
nevis referred to Wright�: claim of withdrawing from the Com-
munists in l9hO, and lckcd why Wright waited until 19hh to make
hie break public. Davie inquired whom Wright was trying to
l H I �lnnfm� fhl§ Hnlnhfl nfflfudn 51 I fchm AP &#39;I-����� hf�. I1 � 92l,g,y_|,.r5 BB!-I �none-a bJ�92-IQ92r1U$K -sect en; Qt:-or Q any I Q w u new you-no 1 5 �._ egg

luper-1cftiem- _ .

Wright left the United States for France in Ea , 19b6,
end there is no indication in our files
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in individual who l£ees&#39; in �Eris, France, sdvieed in |Fbecenber, 1951, that Wright retained e United States citizen-
ship end lived err his book royalties from American sales. Ie
reported that he had ettcndcd s meeting which was e "Communist
front� Ind which was generally critical of iiori�i� i�liciii,
rsciel end tcreign. This meeting was sttended by wright who hid�
publicly renounced Communism, but he was as much s Communist ls .
he had ever been,  £1! "

On December l6, 1951, mother Governmentll sgency eon-
ducting intelligence investigations reported that the Franco»-

_A1nerican Fellowship Group was organized slnost entirely by
&#39;Richerd wrip-ht, American writer, 114. Monsieur Le Prince, Peril,
?:&#39;er.c=, immediately after world Ear II, and was supposes! to be e
sponsorship for young writers artists end posts who were stu-
dents in �France, At the ti:ee�of its organization several of the
#23?-2222-�T. �£§3°..Z§3§~&#39;Z��2?�2t§°¢i?2eZ§§Z§§.��i§c§&#39;§§1,?g&#39;°2£
informant,  and his group were theuhtergets oftgzticitg-nzrou�
one James Bel w e young Negro writer o was e s ent
re;-1.. Baldwin ettackcd the hatred themes of the wright writ-
ings end the ettempt oi� the Franco-American Fellowship Group to
perpetuate �mole �roan Literature Methods.� ¢ Lr>

On December 10, 1951, en American citizen, then living
in Paris, sdvissd that her niece, who was e student, had been
invited to join the Franco-American Fellowship Group by Richard
hrigaztinz-to stage: w t."a1r5-rc.uprwat;oi;:p.£=d o§.&#39;=il-t::&#39;:t �rt-sone sres e n we ere o e can gro. sec -
ing to the informant, the niece ettended one Ieeting of the @-
genizaticn end came to the conclusion that despite its denials
of Cos:-amism, the group espoused the Communist Party line es theI 511-1 ma known it in the mited sun». HM! A

The foregoing information is rt ished to you es the
_ge_eu1t,_o1&#39;,_v_gI.:,:_&#39; re -ucgtjinr lamL_1&#39;i1e__eheck end is_nct__tgi_
em__1.etru_3d es e e_le_l�re_nce,9r _.e nengienmneeisrihiiindividml in-
131756; ZTEYQ infornmtion is rm-nished for your use and mm
not he disscninsted outside of your egencys J?-
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I

IECEWED FROM

L =~@m&#39;1 as was

Q1&#39;b1n.-f.-  mi� 4- - -�vim;-_ STATE DEPT OHS
&#39;r*--U1"-Irv CC-�IV wv-II-92_pb92-I-I was � H� ._.1-&-...:I-

S&#39;a.IIi&#39;3Y

&#39; bag;-ess of S-hula:-:. of the Negro &#39;-;orlc1", spcn:-on=.&#39;c�yI>
;Pré.:>e1eo l»"ri::-.1ne. in a.-.�1e<=.-.&#39;_Led to t-aizc place in Paris Se; 19-22, 5/;,,__

I*�I9$ 1. 3?-*&#39;.:Ix£&#39;;D..:§.&#39; Fl, Au:~_1&#39;i:e:1 no�;-0 on the Eznezutive Uczn.t&#39;hee cf.� �n, ~,_ 3en:e A;":u.:m_*1e " &#39; - -- � 7/
Q """"&#39;"&#39;-&#39;- %".-11 . - .~ 1  . . -

the and focncr {.&#39;cu:.na.st P|.r"cq ncnbcr, behaves A/A,
acJ.c-t.:.m 01$-B A:|er1.:an ne.1.e;11..m to t-ae "-

&#39;Le:~.:E-2_1:£e: ,e.-f tizc in .1.-:9. be .&#39;92e&#39;.:*.;.�&#39;.-.11z:l.
Ad.v:.ac:- in the Prcazzh H;ust.1&#39;;,&#39; of Oversea:

_ 1&#39;er:-{.1-m&#39;;es, be1i.e~.:-as the 1z:;=o:&#39;ca::e of the I5on.3r-es: sbcu.&#39;!.d not be
zm�creatimted and that e.&#39;c.:1; at�.2:::;.t ahcul� be made to pmaerve
the or&#39;1e:.t-ation of the P:&#39;¢se:�...�c 1"-.i�.&#39;;z&#39;..�.n&#39;e to the Heat.

,_ that, t-.:..-a.;j1 r. :.a:&#39;o;
I =.!I:@~ee:, &#39;52 l&#39;..&#39;~f&#39;t-ist

Ir. Pit�-21�!,

1:» mm» A.�:&#39;i2ine_- Om-.21 dcmrilaes  as a &#39;:>.»:.e~.=.-Lu. Review qr the
lieu-1d", 1s a bins:-.:�t-h2.y 1r..11:.�.i.=-ation, now in % seventh yea:-. �J:-c fcsunrlcr and publiwer
cf the Presence A;.":*l mm Ls I-tr. Alicrnc £11.- , Q zgtlars Qberre; 12.2�; st-2&#39;" .-_.*»&#39;*,__�*-:&#39; Gr.-+._.....192�"c
negro, fozuerq; a m:.;.:2cr.:t oi�  but new 11~r.�.::.; in Paris. �Jae arientatioa of the
 a:-bicJ.eg_,é1pee:L:z.g; 1.1 the P:&#39;ése:::e r1&#39;:�;.~.-lam eppemta to be a¢s�1;~.1m1;- gréc left.
Hum means, Oazrmist ncl-z;,-�n-u=&#39; Ih.:".;;&#39;.nlq.ae mxl B poet, and Rent zz:z=1:e~z1=::, a mm
and alleged to be a znzber cl� the Ca::~.1:1£=.:rt Pa:-�.:;,", are �both eontr;tnti::;; numb-e:-s of
the 0cl::11.t.taa for Prcacnee M�rlce.1r&#39;ie. 01210;� Gczzrzxitt-ee nmbezrs !.n:I=.ndc:� A. !.D!.IIi7E,
S. 0. BIGNJGJ1, A. ETDI, A. K. 2%-�Lt, B. BASIC, B. 1&#39;-�BLI3, A FP4L1Ei..I.II, 11- FEW-�F-in J0�-E3135,
J. H, 9c:n.gat Km, B. t$�.IlI;$I, IJ;co1 D.~&#39;.VID£�=0:I, UYUIIAI, Win�-., Rag,� AU-ZP.~�92, A. s!m.n:,

and A. R4112.

1imE:ba.&#39;s:y!I::bam:u�o1ned�mtP:t:4z::eA_*:�ca.1neforat£.nemee£ -
frcm the Fran"-h Goverznent Much was m1�baec1-Jen-tJ.;,&#39; discontinueri because of
e::t.1-colonial and gm:-:|I.3.y tr:-es*@i&#39;hJ.e natum ct.� its  ;ao1.1r,;.

&#39; 4 - Z Q; 5
�Ilse haazlber 1955-J�aa.:e:q 1&#39;5-�issue of� aalnc .u.".&#39;£cu, G121, 1n/=_ ¥
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eem over the leftist terrleruies of the has
believed. the umber: cf the Ccxznittec were 1.1ber:=_2. th
was a distinct dagger that the Guznzznlsts night exploit their oun
ends. hag; I-!!§£l&#39;aXI1".J er� the Pn1~::a&#39;1::e 1&#39;4�:-j.<:n:.ne, he aai�, were oi� an
i�eai they eeuld not obtain eazl LE.�-WB;di2�i1 Umzlii be fertile ground. far Curxrzzmist
eicpleitaticn. �lb coursterazt such e teirézzz;-3&#39;_,_-IQ�. l92&#39;r£.{j1t 92xn&#39;1e:&#39;ed if the Embassy
could assist Inn in su;;3est1.r;3 possible American negro &eJ.e;;~.te: the are re.�!.ativeJ4,*
vell kneun for their cults.�-ed a.:h$.e&#39;:e:n:zt:= em.-1 who could ecnbct the Jl.e;"t1st ten-
-92_�.=:1es d the "-"&#39;"w..*&#39;-,.t- as. Fr. L&#39;r&#39;..@t, the ii�.i�z..=%r�t �ll i, ii-.._:
formerly a umber at� the Gcxzzzunizrt. Partz;-;. 1:0 1nr?.:;::ated that he was ori.;;�»@J_y on
the Oarnittoe CC the P112:-.e:1:>c A.�-�."1:e.£ae but tint he had been �re;-ge� rcaeatlgr
because cf his preae-_~:t anti-Cc::n.1n;st prinziples. H um-er, Hr. I-&#39;1-1,;;ht&#39;s name was
tetained an the List cw." hosts for the fa:-th:c:i:_.; Q;n_.-gees.

W eeiueidenae, Dr. Francis I1. I1-*3-MID, £I;no."&#39;.&#39;.t:Zes A£�fa.�.rs ix-1&#39;:5,se:&#39;, Office of
P0112}; and P:�¬>;$&#39;u&#39;:1s, with UHF. in l.&#39;.~.=.:s1"..2n.;_".aor.1, uas in Paris d1o:":.J.;,r after It�. l.&#39;ri.5&#39;¢1t.&#39;c
&#39;:ri__sit. to tee Eiehafsy. Dr. Be:::z:ni_ !_:¥1.�£*.;.r/m"n_1tte£�. the foJ_1.o92r£n; mass of possible
qete�nws 1:0 we uon ;:~e::s, macs  f92�..*2�E s&#39;.iuseq.;e::tJ.;,&#39; turned aver to 111:. &#39;dr1[;htz

Mi, flmr A. */
1»&#39;-.:2d;e-as: 2.-�J I3*.~c:2.:1u:.=.;,&#39;, II. Y. 0.; CoJ.zn15.st; State Cen-

eliegien 1.13;-i rut Es-;_P;�1L*&#39;-&#39;92&#39;ti¬l&#39;;.

18.13, &#39;I11e;n1L1J.us &#39;  _ .
For ten yee.:-s eantr;i:r;to:- to  mggzz:-.5-_:e, "Ame:-Lee".

Ri3Ji7Z&#39;|ID, Seunde:-:3
Pl�fessm� of I"J:;;J.is11 at Bu&#39;:jrton Institztn, IE1:_".t0n, Virania;

fc:1:erJ,~,&#39; held La:-arler Gr-eaat;  of "lb mg; cf  earl
&#39;An �ne�ean in India".

31&#39;1";-e .-L=;=;2,:I1-
ilinister of Pre.&#39;:-b,&#39;,&#39;te:&#39;:&#39;;J.~1 G:r.:..""-.h of the 1%.-ester, 133th Street

and Z51-nizzgside A&#39;.&#39;e:r.ae, H. 1&#39;. C. Bee uritta: several �hoolzrs on
Africa.

aura, Om-1 &#39;
Uritc.-3 In: held Ia:u.1e1&#39; 6112:: rejzmaesntative for T�n:en-

polin k  atte:x&#39;ie<2_ &#39;t_*_-; ; @ V1311-g1
1�-fr�-ma; anther a�r�- we T*.ti:."u;. am we Brazil�, due to be
in A;:r.L�!., 195 ».

Sl&#39;.�.&#39;L �Geo:-E
.. " - "uu&#39;--=i�&#39;;=u~n�-�es _

eemh 92_n
It�. IE:-&#39;.;_&#39;}.1t a;:1r.92&#39;:c.a.te<1 the cr;;&#39;,;estio".n 12*.-embed 115.: 1.1;; the -

theze  1:4; e get 9;�  =3o1c;,=.;te: he Ll»; h�-r»-:1" - _�:92,_&#39;92r-_�.92} LT__ _ ___
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&#39; �~&#39; Earls

forwarded to ILL�.  L�m�, B;z_::;;iu-e &:..*~et-;&#39;;=&#39; ed� the :4.-.*r.1=.=-�.-1. Ass-1*-:ie.t£m fa."
the Advancc-ne.~1t oi� colonel People. Ms. U�dat, in formrcling the list at names to
Hr- "11-Kim. Bwzsoesme. um ac.  might Vurlz closely with the Department
befcme sounding out ea.-:11 1nd192dc1ua.1. onh.1.s&#39;k.k&#39;_1.11n¢;ness to serve as anccibcraf
the American Delegntim. V

Hr. UH.d1t&#39;a list inalud-ed the follotling nm::es:&#39;

EI..LI&#39;$Q&#39;Jl P-���.&#39;i&#39;i
&#39;]r&#39;n&#39;h&#39;| �K cf, tv�r�  &#39;m-.Q- Qv� n"rr92Vv-1 Y-�L41-n-&#39;.�v92.q In-av u-upQrwuw--u-buy in-In .b92lca_J92-Q. un.a-1.1.11-run-AL, bu!-I.-.l.-L-Lib IQJI b§J.b

in ItaJ.:,&#39; on e. prix-do-F-an.

IIIIIESI �nmr
Ikvelist fro: Chic.

HFIFS, Ian"-stcx:
Poet, na:e�-_1st, and autlzar of cJ:�.d.ren&#39;s stories. ,

Y  J. :..&#39; /-41
" PO_-_:&#39;:.J..n:* hist-orin:;1 frcn 11".: Yuri: City.

P-e:4>=&#39;r-er for Lil;-f1§*n:~c?;-*5; _;.r-&#39;§;I§t�lv{=-12.4

SHUT, L_�_11:11:.:: _Gurdpc;
no-.1:J_1st and gs»-nalist; -:.n*r<::tJ.;: e:1-plowed in Paris cm

Par Eiastm-:1 Desi: cf Agznze F:"._92:,:e Keane. _

I fbl&#39;."1!1 Ba
Poet. Laureate at LLher.La,: p:.~cr;�cssm- of English at

Lnnmtrza U.11ve.:-:.ity, Olzlahann; am is 1Pu.�.1:r&#39;1{;ht Fbllw Ln Paris.

Hines, Mr.  I-Er. mith, mm nmes appear in the
t.mns1.nte¢ into Frc-:::;:, as haw; the uorlzs cr.� hr. wright.

_ Ir. I112: JOSSBLSCU, Azaericnn E:-a&#39;:cut.1&#39;.&#39;e Sccretzry cf the Gmsness for ¢ultur0.1
_FTée=iC::1, iiaq   inicmat in the for-wearing icngresa of the
Q:-j::__a£AI�r&#39;£:a.1r:c:a:sc1ln:: ealledattlzeilzbns-sy, cntbesugggcstiaaufitr. �it:-i.g#at,
to diacusa tne� tq�icaticns and to offer his oa&#39;.D.aJ:o:-aticn in canhatting Ounmiat
ilzflumaea. _



J .4
1 _ �-1---?

.1� 1&#39; . -.
_ :_ _--,1"-1;�,- U

&#39;-I �.1�
I 921�- � :-

-_».-__� ._�_ I1; _-_. _ .. _,-:
.»¢92@,; . V�

-I - __
-_-.-&#39; -.1�-.&#39;.

---;"&#39;=--cs

2-_.p_&#39;_� -..

-v.  &#39;. _ 5
 I

.---.

�  _ I
_. _. �

-P-inn-u-nu;

*1---.�_&#39;

�__ ..
I-I

. _; 92-

.-I|||-
� &#39;?»_¢�n.2

- 3&#39;�;-Q_-- 3

�V F
-III . _I

.- -�..¢-- &#39;
"-

.--. ; -._

� . - 92� &#39; &#39; .  . ..

� _ "-2&#39;,� "� ~_ - . .-92_ -_-:&#39;;�-».-_ If &#39;1-"--_-�_&#39;.&#39;_.&#39; &#39;.   �-
u -> -;u.**&#39;.&#39;.�-§ � &#39; "- - _ 7&#39; .92 I I . . _"- 92- -92. ".3". -9."; &#39;_- _&#39;., &#39;;.?"""-w�-4 ;&#39;~ � &#39;4 _._ p-,,- __,,, _,,_,g5,_, .J_ , __ H: � __._ ii -Q" -é�_�~-._ ;!___ _ �_ _;&#39;. .�_.<,,~ _...;� ; _-. _ _ .  . V.�-� ,.- - _-. . 1..-@.-..-.1-.~=...&#39;.¢-a;-..a-.|� &#39;.=92é;&#39;-&#39;n.&#39;_:..92-F£¢&#39;i�§.:92|&#39; ~&#39;;."._-_ - &#39; -~ I---0&#39;!�-nu-_&#39; ---J�-�I

_- 3   I 0;-.�:�.�4i1&#39;,�iTf_."_Y_1 . .  �  j" OF 1
-&#39;�&#39;:i»:-"1-:   - wales-are B4,. 1

:.�CJL��1&#39;3J£3Q_; lasp. Xb. $.55
Innis

AIiA?&#39;��..-2L&#39;l&#39;DBIAL&#39;iIl.1E2SAYDA3TI5�Z5

For the �rst time in h£st>o:&#39;;,&#39;, Fog:-0 I-&#39;r£te:&#39;s uni
t-size the initiatix-e in ueet% toge�ahc1&#39; a-1:1 in a.s::ertain.in92_,
aitmted an-&#39;1 ul.::t tirzir sfccifi: re:p<:usi&#39;b1J.1ties in

the liberation of
mean de~__&#39;;re-0.

�n exact rela-

his dizzensions
G:-�fress his

world&#39;s
1

Go?-..c~:."e:1 non all the uorl� 0212;� 0.
the initiative oi� peoples at er;-ich
Bad; a lino;-ntica eruiules In". ta be more
t.1.onsh:&#39;.p �oe�::uc~ea all bozhngs. It is in
so1e1;,~ by caeli�-<:r_&#39;.:~ess1on mad nc&#39;t by lea�.
mad. self. &#39;~!n_.l- * e teclmias are ft.£sLt@ 0. -

linlts, it is lrt. 30.32:�-:fe.�; L1; the �ve
dnlirtntc, the inznzrr. a..~_;92e:t.s oi� nan-Z".:-queen - .,.
e92_1!~.i.==::<.1-1 apgl-t-it-es of 9;: ea:";*.-a";§;c�*.1&#39;~411:; .&#39;z:.r-re "*-&#39;..-ae.&#39;~.  -.-L» 1.1 &#39;~ - .
Lilzcxrise -Lt scum have been burial to aciesac to u:11_�I.£m_�-- 133;,

of the animal, 1n:_,1:=¢:|b,�-.e or niacnzl 1:1::@m. -

_ m."onla1e�ntw*._L1dedveZxznfit£rmurfree1niU.at;
as 222.011 if its fozm�n �1.03 not 1m-.e3:"u�be the

cs ronzr.-1;.&#39; aamsiclened _a.: nine:-s. A21 the sane,
-&#39;°U3-I-5511&#39; � � �

_ - - ~ --&#39;--iarae:�mu=--"-m�-

9°<=�"~¬&#39;_W: B211 O� � ~c:n�s culisuralvo-aa u:n- ..:.: ~ mam-,5 Emof his alglidnri � a

�Bx: Hogan world, the mast m;,-lccted by histtry, is not the last to aspim
afar: the mm-cise of its :.";J.1:._&#39;*~..; re:&#39;gcr1sib1J_1t.1cs. 0:: :11-LL-12at&#39;.-czm,
bexuzoc they  tlzoudzt it f£1.1;5_::; to e.n;;rcr.-c their lmr-_, an mg gong-
EBIT-&#39;5, BI-&#39;0  the rad: c1isrJ2_?n of othe.�-m �92za:3.&#39;_&#39;;-�rs, &#39;F:2.92c- e:&;&#39;:zve&#39;~_..<:-..1cn at
c-�altar-ul life  aezc-_=.:a.�; to the sure;-,ze.w-.1 cf mg,-&#39; e~iv�izcr�:.f.c:1, we feel
acre a::.11,eJ.y than o�n:-:: the 1:;;::1:;,- ed� :92:-enJ_1n,3 cu:-selves to the war-1:1.
Anrl first oi� all, the 11:13�:-.:n:.-;,&#39; at� i.:|*-...-odu:.&#39;1x:;; out-salve: to each omen-,

92 nan A
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; thelesshcnzwcvadeit.
4

Artists, histwmr
 - are nequesting you to- .-5 -lb
-""&#39; andezzminetogrzther

Bow Ilegrocs at cuJ.1an&#39;e stun.
�B2 cmztrib-.:t.1.m of Hugues to lnnan culture.
Ehazaes, styles, frcns tint tupifyuzr people&#39;s grain�:-
921ntne1atimsn."eto1:eesta1>J.1stndwi�1�1eno:1e:-aux:-IA
cf� culwre.

Sm.ztdif�.*.L=i0ns!z::J.d�beg&#39;;1v1::1totl1e92ltrrimofm.&#39;t1nra.
A5421 to yo&#39;.zr.,3 v:&#39;i¬:m-:1 anti artists.

- _.-
La?�

>~" -I-- &#39;

-

L1! _,|

_� .
"�:&#39;92£ I7.-1 .__ .

23
1bef1mtCa1;wessa£�5c1m.zL�su£tl§eDe.3mBor1duiJlbehe!A1nPa:da

l&#39;:&#39;r::::t11e19t.bt:ot&#39;J:c22nd5e1rf;e:::i.:c1-1<,>5.92.

__ Ilcgro peoples and �-ienclly mes q;_v_,1.m&#39;1ted to
; dertelzing, Jwmt as s-zlmlar-.=: oi� the/!ie;_&#39;,ro Ho:-ld are
V by their signt-awe and active ecn_»erc.t&.<z1.

92 I

thooJng;1au.s, scientists, or thinlzers
missicn in this an: euzncu flask

F89
an-1:

4

*~-�- " mdtemaznnrtlstsareimiwdto�m�waessinumecmsidemtim
"--- -�~.&#39;.
"-�_~-Li-;; .- cf their talent.

.5. .__&#39;-
- ¢ �F

Petczr AB."�J�JI.�.IB
Innis A3 1$�.T5?CI.B
Kai�; ADI9211&#39;$"-I 1
mbib EEEU.
Hoi�csw- EISIA
Pru£�caom- BIEEAIZJ

Arrique dn Sui! _
v.s.n.!
Gold Coast!
Souien!
Gold Cmt!
Higeria!
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iilésilols i
Bantu 1.
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Pararns .i
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- &#39;�;//" MAI�? _ AHG:3"1g5IICHAR IGEI=&#39; &#39; &#39; °

_ Born: aepteaber h. 1908 Iumicnnm
i Iatohea, Iillillippi &#39;

/e/* /
Rererenoe is nsde to your request for oopies or

investigative reports in the event the captioned individual
has teen investigated iy,t3is iureau. �

�00-157h6&!n addition, you are referred to the memorandum

In response to your request, there are az�aohed
six reports in the ease entitled Y�ighard_Il§b!�1O&#39;THright,�
which appear to relate to the subject or your inguiry.

entitled &#39;51epera�wr1gnc,&#39; dated July B, mesa, which was
previously furnished to�your agency.

the foregoing information is furnished to you as
a result or your request tor an IBI tile shook and is not
to be construed as s olesranoe or a nonolearanoe or the
individual involved. Ibis information is furnished tor
your use and shouid not be disseminated outside of your
sgenoy.

lnolooures

Iote:
He adv so

results or investigation were requested. Reason for request
- Program for People-to-People,Partne?sP%?  formerly President�

Program tor World Underotandinghggd _;___   1
e ¢§§§ __Qb, pm, ,W.Q,35-%§§>r§!g9 1� �Q _. o-

� .

r

�!_   1/
orig. and one_tg USIAA .

D� � �T&#39;92
7 5

_fIll !92__
ebll U7�-6&#39;-"&#39;
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&#39; RICHARD WRIGHT

;@- _ SECURITY MATTER � C �a
. ~._

. , � � �

Ilvilis��wlnhd

3/18,20/56
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¥;
�n 2/&#39;13/&#39;58, at Amer-ican �abnssi, Penis, France, subject -  -� .-
executed a sworn statement in which he stated he had been A
member of the Connnunist Party from 1932 to 1914.2. He reviously

atement at Paris on 9/16] isubmitted detailed sworn at ,which he Btlt�d his �18l.ff11181I-1011 with the G0n:m1mis  "�92
came about because of a series of ideological dispute
comm-lmist officials. On 2/13/SB, subject executed application
for passport at Paris, France, in which he stated he has Q Q _resided outside the United States since September, 19|+9, and 1 i
J_L_.J_ Ll .. J-.1-Q �Q -�A-I-Q--._-h LA LEA 1"!-92-I Ha  � Q  I!� +Q -&#39; .4�HID I11. B HIDE UL 1&#39;6 92rU.I�Ll. bu hum: uu..L vcu Q u-I. vwu 1.0 J.uu.=u J-Ll-I. on I -1� v

On 2/21/58, Department of State authorized issuance oi� pass- �*2 Q?
P°�� *° &#39;�"=�°°�" ALL INFORMATION c0r~m92m£n 1""

- RUG HEREEFI E3 UNCLASSW ED -

g1g1fA1Ls= _.§1�___H_A_SHI}IG&#39;lfO;~IJ1P._C. DATEEBY /=&#39;--
ch 16, 1956, Hiss may �emu, Legal seh1=1eh,-

T92n&#39;I92n&#39;III&#39;§&#39;JI!l|�!&#39;92&#39;|&#39;. nf Q1-.n+.a- �iti� n1rn&#39;!1nh&#39;IQ �gm S1 "�Jar:-13.], uullvd-iv no�. gv-perv, unmet-1 u-v-1-��--�-v v �IIu-Q Iq1_&#39;

the passport file of mo:-nan WRIGHT. A review
losed the tollowi ini�ormation- --. 0 e sc ng .
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On February 13, 1956, RICHARD WRIGHT appeared
before AGNES SCHNEIDER, Consul of the United states of
America at Paris, France, being duly sworn, stated he was
submitting the following statement as part of his appli-
cation for a passport which he executed on February l3, 1958.
In that statement, subject stated he was not then a member
of the Communist Party, but had been a member of the commu-
nist Farty from I932 to l9L2, and called attention to the
statement he had executed at the American Embassy, Paris,
France, on September 16, 195M. tr further details in that
regard.

The Communist Party has been designated by the a
Attorney General of the United States pursuant to Executive
Order l0h50.

On September 1e, 195b, RICHARD waxes? appeared be-
fore AGNES SCHIEIDEH, Consul of the United States of America
at Paris, France, being duly sworn, furnished a statement con-
sisting of answers to questions annexed to his statement. In
that statement, subject identified himself as being the same
RICHARD WRIGHT whose experiences in the comunist movement
were included in the book, "The God That Failed." Subject
stated he could not fix the exact time of his joining the
Communist Party because he was a functionary in the Communist
Party before he actually joined the Communist Party. He
explained that the method used by the Communist karty in
recruiting is of such a nature that the line or date of deter-
mining the exact membership is very difficult. He stated
that to the best of his recollection, the date  about 1933!
shown in his book, "The God That Failed", is correct. Subject
stated that he is the RICHARD WRIGHT who wrote a letter to
the League of American Writers expressing his views on the
Spanish Civil War, which was published in May, 1936, in the
booklet, "writers Take Sides."

The League of American writers has been designated
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order IOLSO.

Subject stated at the time of writing the above-
mentioned letter he was a member of the Communist Party. He
stated he is not now a member of the Communist Party of any
country of the world.

- 2 -
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Subject stated that he disaffiiiated with the
C0mrr1unIitt Party of the United States sometime during the
year 19142, and that his disaffiliation came about because -
of a series of ideological disputes he had with the &#39;
follo communist officials-d others. ��e sgaged his decision to l�
break wit e ommunist Party was predicated upon his
disagreement with the Communist Party&#39;s position upon the

e ro uestion in the United States. -He stated that
at that time urged him to become a member-

at-large of t e Communist Party, but that he refused to
heed that suggestion. Subject stated that two years later,
in 191414, he publicly indicated his disaffiliation with
the Communist Party by means /51�-�a press conference held in
the office of his agent in Iiew York, PAUL REYNOLDS, and a
few months later he wrote two articles in the �Atlantic
Monthly� indicating he was no longer affiliated with the

Communist Party. b1
Subject was asked if he was acquainted with-

1 the Office of War
Information. ubject stated that he has a slight acquaintance-
ship with� and it dates exactly from the period

e

which he did some voluntary work
mation in 1914.2. He stated he met in the Office of

nf tion as h troducsd to

Office of War Infor-

that
preeence of

Sub stated that was kno

In regard t  subject stated he was
not known to him as having any ation with the Commu-
nist P -* &#39; �

li
arty it that time. � � sta
sed and taken �ba

and the manner of his being introduced to him
im that_ understood the sub ectis olitic tion

_ry well. Subject stated thatV8

-3-
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one of
him shortly afte

and asks him to make a formal
application to work Office of Uar Information. Sub-
ject stated he told them that this would be rather difficult
since he was a publicly known comunist writer and had be
Chief of the Harlem Bureau of the "Daily Worker.�

communists of the ted
his introduction to

The "Daily Worker" was an East Coast communist
newspaper which suspended publication on January 13, 1956.

Subject stated tbat�informed him
that the Communist Party knew exactly what it was doing in
asking him to make this more and that he should forthwith
get an application blank� would aid him in filling
out the application blank� iibieii stated he obtained the
application blank and called at his home,
which at that time was at 11 Revere Place, Brooklyx New York,
and they jointly filled out this application. Subject stated
the application reflected that he was a member of the Commu-
nist Party and objected to the linking of comuniam with
fascism, as the application implied, and indicated that sub-
ject was a patriotic person wishing to make a contribution
to the war effort. Subject stated he took this application
before a Notary Public and swore to the truthfulness of its
contents, an act which at the time made him, perhaps, the
only sworn Communist in the United States. Subiect stated he
took this application
the Office of War Information and handed it to them. He
stated they read it and had a consulation about it in his
sight, but out of reach of his hearing. Subject stated that
their coment to him was, "You are really intraneigeant.&#39;
Subject stated he returned to his house and waited anxiously
for some days to hear from his application, and he began to
suspect that they never actually turned it in. He stated hedeeeztm know what happened to it, for he never had a reili to

application. Subject stated he consulted with
about why he never heard about his application, and
astounded him in his home in Brooklyn by telling him

no recollection of having helped subject make out such
an application. Subject stated that upon reflection, he

r-"realized that the Communist Party had undoubtedly decided he
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� at thathe was supposed to
time he indicated to

a
him to become a member-at-large of
but subject rejected this suggestionstated he has had no further contact C
since that time a he had contac

arty
He stated he me

s nce en, and has attempted from him an expla-
nation of what transpired concerning his sworn application,

constantly denied all knowledge of such an incident,Mc!.!as caused the subject to distrust �profoundly.
,/

On February l3, 1958, at Paris, France, the subject
executed an application for passport. In that application,
the subject stated he was born geptember Q, l9O5Jat=HatgQgz,
Ni§$i881ppi, and maintains his residence at IE rue Monsieur
as Prince, Paris, France. He indicated he has resided out-
side the United States as follows:

occasions

France  Kay, l9h6 to December, 19h6!
France  August, 19h? to August, l9h9!
Argentina
and France  September, 19L? to date!

Subject stated that he considers Paris, France to
be his legal residence and indicated that the date of his
return to the United States is indefinite. Subject indicated
he was last married at Coytesville, New Jersey on March 12,
l9hl to FREDA POPLOUICZ, who was born September 3, 1912 at
New York, New York. Subject listed his father as NATHAN
WRIGHT, born about 18?? in Kississippi and his mother as ELLA
WILSON, born about 1861 in Hississippi. He stated the present
whereabouts of his father aw-unknown and that his mother

resides rence

re a passpo to pe
visit France and other countries for the purpose of travel and
business.

On February 21, 1956, the Department of State
* authorized the American Embassy, Paris, to issue a passport

to the subject.

S



1 J

i!

*&#39;

1
n

t

c
u

l
I

-v

e__:

i
-4

-D

L

;_ e

�*1

._._.

T;

&#39; _�

9
.

"��u-

5&#39; >_
,,
I -,_-_,
.- __
..-;-2.�_ _.

  �a
.. Lg�� ,r 1

:_-�J

UFO 100-l5h33

The following information concerning the issuance
of previous passports to the subject was set forth in his =
passport file: �

On May 1, 1939, Passport Number 6lh9h7 was issued
to the subject. In his application for that passport, subject
stated he desired to travel to Mexico, England, and France
for a visit of one year&#39;s duration for the purpose of study,
and writing. .

On September 1?, 19h0, the subject, by letter to
the Passport Office, requested the return of Passport Number
$lh9h? which was taken from his-by Imnigration authorities
at the Mexican border on June 15, l9hO. Subject stated that
on October 15, l9hO, he intends to take a trip to the Soviet
Union and will depart from San Francisco en route to Vladivostok
via Yokahama. He stated he will be making this trip as an
invited guest of the League of Russian Hriters and the purpose
of the trip will be to study the national minority problems
existing in the Soviet Union.

On September 2?, l9hO, the Passport Office, by letter,
informed the subject that there wusno imperative necessity
for his journey to the Soviet Union and that the Department
of State mm unable to validate his passport for the journey.

On May 13, 19b1, subject, by letter to the Passport
Office, requested renewal of his Passport Number 6lh9h7 in
order to permit him to travel to the Soviet Union and China.
He stated he intended to depart from the United States at
San Francisco on July 21, l9hl for travel to Esdivostok via
Kobe, Japan. Subject stated the purpose of his trip would be
to write news articles for the Associated Negro Press, 3507
South Parkway, Chicago, Illinois.

On June 2h, 19hl, the Passport Office, by letter to
the subject, informed him that the Department of State did .
not believe that accredited American Journalists should be
permitted to proceed to the Soviet Union until the Soviet Union
basdisposed to be more lenient toward the travel of United
States representatives.

- 6 -
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UFO 100-15h33 ,

On March 9, 19b6, subject, by letter to the Pass-
port Office, advised that he intended to travel to France
on April 15, 19h6. He stated that his wire serves him in
the capacity of secretary and research worker, and inasmuch
as he is to represent the publication, �Twice a Year�, to
the French public, writing articles about French literary
developments, roestablishing contacts for the distribution
of the periodical, and seeking manuscripts for reproduction
in America, itn�s necessary that she accompany him.

On April 29, 19b6, Passport Number 6hB29 was
issued to the subgect and was validated for travel to France
only. On Harsh lo, 19b5, subject!s passport was renewed
for two years. At the time of renewal, the subject stated
that he has resided in France since May, 19b6, for the pur-
pose of serving as a Correspondent for the Associated Negro
Press.

On March 6, 1950, Passport Number 122 was issued
to the subject at the American Embassy, Buenos Aires,
Argentina. In his application for that passport, the subject
stated he desired a passport in order to visit France, Haiti,
England, Italy, Switzerland, and Belgium.

"On November 26, 1951, the American Embassy, Paris,"
France, furnished information to the Department of State
reflecting that the subject was maintaining residence in Paris,
and that the Embassy had received information indicating that the
subject was willing to go to any length in order to attract
attention to the problem of racial discrimination in general
and to its manifestations in the United States in particular.
It was further stated that the subject has been using as an
instrument for his publicity, a group to which he has given
the name 0Q "Franco-American Felbwship,"

_/27/, .-;_. ,1» »- =51 ~&#39;_»�,_- /11/»
On February 21, 1952, the subjectls passport Huber

122 was renewed for two years at the American Embassy, London,
England. at the time of renewal, subject stated he was
riding at 28 Glenluce, London, England, and pursuing the
occupation of writer. ,1 H,

to the subject at the American Embassy, Paris, France. his
application for that;assport, the subject stated he was esiding
with his wife, FRED;/PCPLO1-.&#39;ICZ, and two children. JULIP-*?-�RIGHT.
born April 15, l9h2 at Brooklyq New York, and RACHEL*E3lGHT,
born January 17, 19h? at Paris, France.

_ 7 -
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On February 23, 195b, Passport Number 2536 wasz�ssued
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RICHARD WRIGHTsectmrry MATTER - c
Being forwarded herewith to the Bureau are four

co H York three eooies of the rBP°Pt °f S¬;!Y we =m=d 1~ We ,,,.~ //-/
1-4&#39; ADHINI STRATIVE DATA

copies of p&35pOPt applieetion photo of subject
and his wife will be forwarded to new York via routing slip.

This case was celled to the attention of UFO bf
ROBERT JOHSOII, chief, Legal 5@°t1°n» Pa3BP°*�t °ffi°°&#39; De�
partment of State. �p¢_
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TO = DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 5-9-5 &#39;-ff
FROM : SAC, CHICA

1-NTIEHNAL SECURITY - 0;
SMITH ACT 01-" 19u0

SUBJECT;

67¢
/��/

ReBu1et dated May 2, 1955 entitled "U.S.
IIv. �SIiITH ACT MEMBERSHIP RETRIAL!

_§nd New York latter to Bgpggu May 13, 1955 entgtlea
1 - " d_  C an my airtel of May 22, 1958.

r of ative Son"
not place WRIGHT in the CP bu re
h d di 1 it ea numerous scuss ons w h p rscn bg
concerning 1 manuscri t of a ublicaticp being_proparedby wnmm".   the individual believed -
to be RICHA IGHT swe employed at the settlement house
at 39th and Langley Avenue, Chicago, Illinois and was
connected in some way with the Abraham Lincoln School of

@: §�:B&}% ff&#39;1lRM.
 ,->-.-&#39;"-

.--" 4&#39;
- cmnn WRIGHT! "
Alllmr;4zas§f=fdI3}?-i?*P�%P@,ww~ED  *
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Chicago.
WRIGHT was

&#39;92|-J- :.92.":.| n.~_ ....r._ 1 _

.  c;

92

to be

Indices of the Chicago Office reflect that
RICHARD WRIGHT, the author of "Native Son" in 1936 and
193? was using the address�gf Apartment Number 1, 3?h3 Indiana
Avenue, Chicago, Illinoipf

BUREAU / Q I bu
It is requested that the New York Division be

permitted to contact RICHARD WRIGHT conce his ible
knowl

HT

THE NEW ¥QRK_DIYI§IOlg I �92

AT_m-:w YORL rrsww roan;
W111 on receipt of permission from the Bureau,

interview RICHARD WRIGHT along the lines set out above.
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American bmbassy _ "� i
_ Parie 8, France

� Date: June 26, 1958
T0: Director, FBI

J/� From: Legal Attache, Paris �00-697!K @
Subject: HICLARD WEI-GET

SECLWITY HATTLR � C

//t,

Re Washington Field Office let to Bureau 1+/1*/5&#39;8_

b �.3-y� .�
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"MIL  �

Date: July 7, 1956�/� .

Director, FBI �Qr@QP¢
_92 From: Legat, Par �00-69?! §hf9� ékb

5� 479 &#39;9? -bSubject: RICHARD RIGHT J: _
s"*ct���Y*rr*_ t:I"r&#39;.:rz c Fag;

EI�1ClOS1l1"6° - ��an; 8.3;-xé �:55�
.,-- i. �oq �T "&#39;OTT "11" L""&#39;92i. ~ q

P 1 B�? - 92 Al-&#39; *1�: 0 q
�1"""�y Q 2
.,;@>w*"�

J. /
"&#39;" R 2 &#39; 5L %!�

.-v1 |�J3 .

/»e»c- -4/~&#39;
F-31

I
&#39;l&#39;T

_ 15 JUL 14 1958
_._-- ,  ~

/  oL�_,¢.|-..
5§3*�"J W Kl /-7&#39;-/7

3/! /71111 /17%
�£1 //7� W 1

67JUL23�°58 ""��/

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Anericgn EmbassyParis , France ALLIFM
._ R1

W" &#39;5f&#39;I:1i0NC�
_,__ &#39;L- .~

1"� ,. """����

_ ¢../
&#39; , To-

OTH-C-.rm�I.§E
_ ... 4&#39;  �so

Re Paris letter 6/2!/58

An adcitional inforration coring to the attent�0n
of this of�1ce CO�C8��l�" the o.b1ect will be forwarded to
the Bureau

One eytra COp&#39; of this letter is provided for trans-
mittal to New York, office of origin.

/5&#39;7 &#39;
a-�&#39;�"-&#39;�i%.
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L-L&#39;I�o: Director, FBI 6
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Subject: RICHARD WRIGHTsxzcuamr MATTER - c

Re Paris letter 11/21/S5. J
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Legal Attache, Paris �00-697!

Director, FBI �00-157464!

O "rt-L� " = -Y�-�iarcmm mmsr vNHszxuamr mrrm - c T14�

leurlet 11-21-sa. "

Febrlery 19, IS

0!-Assn. E"�s°-" - Pg.�-"J 1&#39; ~5~mt: 0rR£wsw&#39; &#39;�"&#39;1--- .  &#39;
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1 - Foreign Liaison Unit  route/t�rough for review! r;
=

&#39;/
L1.

Wright&#39;s Security Index card canceled 1948.

r:1.z&#39;rvm: mm� II]

- 1858

Self-admitted member of CP approximately 1932 to 1944.
Has lived in Paris since 1946. Author of well-known
book5&#39;Black Boy� and �Native Son: which decry treatment .of Negroes in both South and North. Has gublicized
his break with the CP but alleged to reta n some of
his previous sympathiesr&#39; &#39;*�»r;
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: &#39; To. Director, FBI �00-1571-.lE>L|.!
From: Legal Attache, Paris �00-697!
Subject: RIUhAHD %GHT q

SECURITY MATTER - C

ReBulet 2/19/59 and Paris let 2/13/59. O

RIC
.._ _ --"""&#39;AINEQ
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C� cr t~we, ,_ ._,.
p-Z _� _

z=: On 1/21/60, Headquarters, United States A1-my
  _B&#39;Jomnunicatione Zone Europe  USACOMZEUR!, Office of the
*&#39;.  iglirector of Security, furniehed the Pu-ie Office use 1

Q eport captioned "Poaeible _Subvere1vee Among US Personnel
France" dated 1/18/60. Thin report contains 1 summeryinE � &#39; of information developed by the above agency in the course

&#39;10yk of n eecurit investigation o  b
. Blifil  .. �i 0-z.,w

/v 9 /~ ._ .
Ht-��n U � 1-1~ �I . 51�P 1 u @1 �I_e_I_,Yor�C,D�

.e:r e x-   X"" Ft-"r;/zLz;;% ,&#39;=,/"  f 5 FEB 151960 &#39; &#39; " i&#39; &#39;
_   /&#39;.~&#39;#&#39;/ &#39; - M 0- b
U ;, L�_�;@-&#39;5//£1/»,.,4; /0, V /M�h J Mag!�. /{A0

W?

,  iI Q,� * 11-n-: FOREIGN s:-zmncs _-
�I P 3&#39;: .a&#39;:=:¢-:r!&#39;:3 � °F THE

- uurrzo on-res or mmnm -

I _= _- -----  - _e <.. .. h __  _
f,______. - ._  _:___ .444 9*?�   comm T,� ._ q__&#39;  -~ .�0�?&#39;**�-152 A ~-~10�; ff�,

Date: February 11, 1960 -  _&#39;

t FBI 100- 6 1&#39;-�inDirec or»   15&#39;?�-I I-H RU§%i92�é>l_P|92,r, _ . é
beget, 2;!:-1- �00-697! Mrs F £&#39;;,;:_.�,&#39; 1"»  _""*--1. . __ __&#39; -�i-._-,1,�!_/ " .

bject: RICHARD WRIGHT  :_ �_ 3"�; &#39;an _ C   1&#39; - __f.__ 9
Reference Peri: Office letter to Director 2/26/59,
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Director, FBI February 11, 1960

-.-,
d , . ,&#39;IIlI __.

Subject WRIGHT, according to this report, rogidog
It lh rue Monsieur 1e Prince, Paris 6,

rererenc°dT%? g?1�:;;n§°;g£¬rmation was not forth in the above-
"In Docambor 101:1-    

O I� 8 C ve n o French Comuiat Party and �&>
has boon ongagod in spreading comuniat doctrine through thp

. _ &#39;;v
->�_-- -� &#39; . 4-2� 77&#39;
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Director, FBI February 11, 1960

-: 1 - -
_?_-&#39;_y_�.�-�l_|s.- 92 _ __  _ _FPAFG. Ire. Ric  is the acpixfwe comnunist member Of-*3�the family and hes&#39;mede a point bf711�i31ti2g Negro personnel,who hoId views other than communist.� Tic quaintances of ir

Source who had attended some meetings stated that as far as
they had been able to discover, the FAFG Ias devoting all of
its time to very uncontrolled discussion of the things that
were �wrong with the US.� Source stated that WRIGHT had
boasted that he had �the State Department in92my pocket--they
call me in for conferences, the foo1e.&#39;1QxKSv

4

1
&#39; "In January 1952, an American_£egro male student
then attending the University of Paris stated that in about
June or July 1950, Richard WRIGHT asked Source to join a
�protest&#39; group aimed at �forcing the employment of more of
the Americans of African ancestry� in US government jobs in
Paris. Source told WRIGHT that it would be better to be
certain of facts before �going off half-cocked.� WRIGHT
then accused Source of having an �Uncle Tom attitude.� Later
the organization tried to interfere with the French policy
of employment and held protest meetings at which the membersdiscussed the fact that Algerians, Africans, and French coloniale �were not emzloyed in other than menial capacities in Paris."¢FhI>|L.

The above data is being furnished to the Bureau
and the New York Office for purposes of information and
possible interest-

No further action is being taken in this matter
the event pertinent information is received in the
on captioned subject, it eill he furnished to the
and FYO-

but in
future
Bureau
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PARIS. Nov. an IAPJ.-I-Rich-1 work in Memphis. &#39;renn.. at the
ard Wrigl-it1_ the Negro author.
lied of l�htRl�t attack Monday
�i�ht.

a longtime Paris resident, is
best known for his novels such
as �Black Boy" and �&#39;I&#39;he Out-
sider" dealing with the prob-
lems of the Negro in Anierzcsn
Iociety.

Mr. Wright. 52, who had suf-
lered recently from intestinal
trouble, was hospitalized Satur-
day for treatment.

Mr. Wright&#39;s latest work
dealt with a theme he spent a
lifetime exploring. Titled "Fish-
belly," the book traces the im-
pact 0! American racial at-
titudes upon the Negro.

�Ir. Wright was born near
N ~nez. M155.. on September4.1308. He attended a Seventh

Q: Adlventist school ear his

�age oi� 15. &#39;

He did his tint writtnl: dur-_
in: the depression under the
iauspices oi the Federal Writ-
ers Project. first in Chicago in
1935 and then in New York tn
1937.

Mr, Wright began contribut-
ing articles and stories to small
lILE.l&#39;3I�}&#39; magazines and to the
Daily Worker and New Masses.
both Communist publications.
He first attracted national at-
tention with �Upsie Tom�!
Chl]d!�EIi" in 103?.

"Native Son." published In
1940. establtsheti him as one of
the foremost American con-
temporary authors.

Mr. Wright was ide ified bya Government i!�i92&#39;l11L1B�B.llOl�l

The Mississippi-born writei&#39;.;

witness in 1952 as former
Communist who brokehlvlth the
party.
___ome but quit l�digxlill/t�Prl:;92�.

E51.-,_.
vii;   0%,

� .
92 I II Qrald �

92 I,� V , The Wuuhlnqton Dc: Np; ___
92_ h The Eva 1 "5

/ 92  Nov York Journal-Aaiorsenn ____
5.19»
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Belmont _._
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W.C. Sullivan Y
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Paris B, France

Date:

I To:

December 7, 1960 e

&#39; Director, FBI  l00~1STh6h!_,
Legat, Paris �00-697! ~

Subject: RICHARé:;RIGHT
SM-- C

1�,
From:

Re Paris letter 2/11/60.

Enclosed is a cl1ppin§ from the 11/Q0/B0 issueof the "New York Herald Tribune , European Edition, Paris, .reflecting the death of the subject at Paris on 11/28/50.¬j!;!
. - Z "&#39;
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Richerd ��rigl1t Dies in Peris�
A-merican Negro Author, 55!

Wright. 52, has died oi a heart
lttld: in Paris Death came to
the Mississlppi~ rn writer Mon-

Amerlcan Negro author Richard

170
-.____--__

1

day niaht. A longtime Pal-;s resi-
dent, he is hm known tor his
novels. such as "Black Boy� and
"Hie Outsider,� dealing with the
problem oi the New: in Ameri-
can aoeiety.

He had suiiered recently hum
Intestinal trouble and we hospital-
ized Saturday tor treatment. I

His latest work. published by�Julliard Just 1 iew �ecks ago,�
dealt with ztrriheme 11¢ spent a|
llietime itxtilorlng. Titled "Fuh-
belly" ,¢he book traces the impact
oi Arrencan racial attitudes upon
the Ilezro.

Mr. Wright was burn near Nat,
chez. Hlas.. on Sept. 4� 190$. He
attended a Seventh Day Adventist
Ichool near his home but quit
and went to work in Memph:s._Tenn... at the age of 15.

- from Ilemphll

Prom Memphis. he driited to
Chicago, where he warted It odd
iohs.

His first writing was d-one durmz
me depression under the I13-5]JlC25
oi the Federal Writers Project.
first in Chicago in W35 and then
in New York in 1937.

He began contributing articles
and stories to small literary ma-
gazines. He �rst attracted nation-

attention with �Uncle To
ildren" in W38.

�Native Son,� published in I .
blished him as one of e

remost American oontem
l92l£hOl&#39;S.
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mte Man Is 1&#39; nirusive l
Rcrieirer! by Carl F. Slot.-er ff - lg

W I  £52115-l B!�
R1 " t. Double-
da , .

THOSE 9292&#39;llO net-rl to rrarl
this book will probahI_92&#39; not
do lo, because it is 9292&#39;rittt�n
by I Negro. Tltose who do
read it may not like it. es-
perially if they are in:-titted
to feel that everything snirl
about social prohlems must
be constructive. For inn IS
I bitter and vitupr.-ratit-e
book. "explosive and bla-
tantly unarrademie "

Richard Wriglu C ll|t|l1t"lIlS
92rdentl_v on white-t&#39;olrn&#39;etl re-
Ations in the world, dentin:
principally 9292ill�| the ;i=92"t&#39;!�-fl
lozieal impact of wliito mens
irllrtlsioiis on enloren� pr-ol
pics. 92&#39;t&#39;llether thr~_v come ¢&#39;l92&#39;
missionaries, litmnrssiiien or
conquerors, 9292&#39;r|eht argues,
they have l92f�l]1t�fl tn uotler
mine the cultures of Africa
and Asia.

Thus, the colored man has
been alienated from his
own, while he is also pre-
vented from becoming a part
of&#39;;lg_e,.:.=leitP culture arounrl
lt�n. He remains the true

92~_ Political �clenii-it Wllh tr» Bronkinn lr|92llllitl�&#39;l92 I,
outsider, livinz in two worlds,
and ahle to believe in neither.

No solutions or plans or
at-tion are presented. Wright
contends that �we all, deep
in our hearts. know exactly
v.-hat to do, though most of
us would rather die than do
it." �ttho can say that he is
wrong?

&#39;l&#39;o those familiar with
9292&#39;right&#39;s work. this book will
have a familiar, personal
rule. Perhaps more than the
phght of the world&#39;s colored
peoples. it reflects his own
plight as a talented and sen-
92llI92&#39;P AIll �l&#39;lt_&#39;3l92 Nenro. Read-
m;_- it, one is mindful of his
-:-losing words in an earlier
essay;

"1 would hurl words into
lll|S  l�l&#39;l-Zl&#39;ll"HS and wait for an
echo. and if an echo sounded.
no matter how faintly, I
would send other words to
tell, to mart-h, to fight, tn
create a sense of the hunger
for life that grows in us all
to keep alive in our hearts a
sense oi--t-4-re-"l�.1expressibly
human."
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2_§urassurp1-iadtncateha
mgamiaeonihefnpioxa

�ulaoked at the o

i

pa;-tyoell-un.I&#39;t,"nsltwas

Iuas utsttucted
Iagreedandwrota

my �rst unlt
held in the

gm gt llae South Side-all tn-
troduoed mysell to the Nelr�
organizer

"Welcome. comrade. he laid.
grinning� �We&#39;re glad to hlvi
a f�iter with tn."

e

note!

E2�;
�ayi k

1 �nished. and
went. There

ked about. lost
radea satwtthbowed

human. Minutes
egn wornlnll� he

nlner smothr asmlle. Then
bmke into unre-

iIll::4&#39;!_ ,l.;4l.lgl1!er, hendi tor-

i

adand burying her tacenln he
~h1.u:d.:. .I $1-U141 Had! sald
aomethlng funlay?

Dunng the lollnwing days, I
�learned through d.i.sm-eet qua-
Iloning that I seexned allantastic
element to the black Commw
niats. I was shocked to bear that
I, who had been only lu grammar
school, had been classi�al as an
,&#39;|.&#39;_|&#39;92!"I�.|Z.7ls&#39;L5.l£Tl1_lll-I.~.

I learned, to my dismay, that
the black Communist: in my amt:
ha�d commented upon my shined
shoes, my clean skirt, and the tie
ihatlihadworn. Above�lmy
"manner of Ipeech had seemed In
alien thing to them.

"Ht talks like l b00I.," tme of
� Heine  had I-aid.
d that was enough to condelim

me lomvc: as bmn-geodsj - &#39;
0 o

Pall�? mrrrm anon lntomy
e�urta at expression. Th; club

decided upon a oonlerenoe of all
the Left-Wing w�tul oi the
Middle West. I sup�orted no

cl
��-u-=-�irdarfued�at�
qroeshm�ddealwithadt

ms. My arguments we

Eiewcwgn.
§[!9292¢.�.   at-om.

-II!
I . _ - ll� P01"-ital� 192&#39;1Y}- B0111. IP18 the answer.

&#39; Wrlte 9. kw hem...-5 5 da~- i,-,3

Q

march on the picket line l.l!¢�0th¢1&#39;
hour: -

��ne conference convened with
l l�di�g Communist attending
:a�adv-leer. The question debited

does the Communist
Lbe club? TI!
munist leader

~- ._-_~ 7&#39;.

12-�
_,¢.__»

call
togive myunit _

.-: � -
_ R�;-..w~92

ran-Imm organ!-aing
novels. Iargued
man organlzed or

novels. The P
that both must
�t} &#39; of
valled
I had
out ol eaislenn. ,

a

I gavomnzol Um-i �gm;-nu� j
or tear 0 being subjected &#39;92o

�lsdpllne Occasionally, a Negro
Commun.!st�del&#39;y1ng the code
that enjoined him in lhlm ann-

�T;

*-
2

Hw1&#39;.&#39;" --  c
l.nG&#39;llI.l0l&#39;1tE l,IlI£ of the iirtull
charge; that Communists Ii!!!

my astonishment I heard
......_ �.¬--._e.. iii .__...._._s.-?_

oggleroneactlon. &#39;
$0

�_:_&#39;eai.t.hat iT�E&#39;i �it:-i� i.-.-so� lo:
&#39;tl:e New llasael about Joe Inuit.
Good a&#39;tu:l&#39;.t. Fl:-It polltlul hut-
ment of sport: we&#39;ve yet had. �a-
Ill.� &#39; ~ . L " 3� _

-* Iw�wt :3 �Y---~35 &#39;_..~-_"-&#39;~_¬&#39;-&#39;*.
" "Dick,"�he began, �fave?! ah�rt

Iomea. We&#39;re Iacmg a grave

uwmaupga
aremmdn

&#39;:.�;You;re_ l
Dick?" Iaeaahd. " r "

�No,� 1 -u �am we the

d;m&#39;=_|¢uu&#39; ,_-.:,&#39;_*= ._.I-"�.Iou�rea runny guy. he said.
we&#39;ve a job to do. $6:-e alert-
lng our work I�asclsm&#39;a Iht
da.r|g£l�L the danger D all

���eé
d�m heas a.
and Inna! your ib�l�ea.want you ts work with ua. We&#39;ve
got to out oi our narrow

;:L;¬ &#39;¬&#39;.f��.i2%;�...�L.."�..E....�2i�é
du_b pefple, prolessiomus. mloule class." t &#39;

�I don&#39;t lmnw ll I �t Into
things," I said openly.
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