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Department of Justice,

Atten. Mr. @. Kdgar Hoover,

Weehington, D. C. ALL 1 'FORMATION CONTAINED .
"IN IS UNCLASSIFIED
Dear Mr. Hoovers :MBW

The sppended article was printed in the Nﬂr York Times issue of Sunde

s.o.Ptnbcr 22, 1940 and {f based on proven facts ,should be of vital importance to our

War Dopartment as well ss to that of other nations now eccuntrolled oy insane dictators.

If ,as the author states,the tsleforce has oeen perfected by Nikola(ﬁx:‘}:,&t

woald be a measure of foresightedness to insure kis coustant guarding against his beir

molested ,possibly kidnapped and tertured,by alien enemies for the purpose of seizing

the socret of such an inwelumbles instrument of war and/er defense

The foregaing is offered just in case the mrticle amd its inferences have not

beea called to your attemtion.

Yery truly yours
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- eighty- roai th birthday on July 10,

;against any attempted attack by an

i physics that

Dtlionin' L

YT EE T IO
“Death Ray" for Planes

I\lkola:; esla, one of the truly
great injjntors who celebrated his

tells writer that he stands
ready to‘«divulge to the United
States Government the secret of his
‘"teleforce,’”” with which, he said,
sirplane motors would ba melted at
a distance of 250 miles, so that an
invisible Chinese Wall of Defense
would be built around the country

enemy air force, no matter how
large.

This ‘‘teleforce,”” he said, Is based
on an entirely new principle of
‘‘no one has ever

' or producln: !'ays_Tn

- t{manifestations: of er

alr, chminu.t!ng the . ‘/.alt /%or &
high vacuum; a second is & method
and process for producmg ‘‘very
great electrical force'’; the third
is a method for nmph!ymz this
force, and the fourth is a new
method for producing ‘‘a tremen-
dous electrical repelling force.”
This would be the projector, or
gun, of the system. The voltage
for propelling the beam to its objec-
tive, according to the inventor,
will attain a potential of 50000000
volts.

With this enormous voltage, he
said, microscopic electrical parti-
cles of matter will be catapulted on
their ntission of defensive destruc-
tion. He has been working on this
invention, he added, for many years
and has recently made a number of
improvements in ft. .-

Mr. Tesla makes one meortnnt
stipulation. Should the government
decide to take up his offer he would

go to work at once, but they would .-

have to trust him. He would suf-
fer ‘‘no interference from experts.’”’

In ordinary times such a condi-
tion would very likely interpose an
insuperable obstacle. But times be-
ing what they are, and with the
nation getting ready to spend bil-
lons for national defense, at the
same time taking In consideration
the reputation of Mr. Tesla as an
inventor who always was many
years ahead of his time, the ques-
tion arises whether it may not be
advisable to take Mr, Tesla at his
word and commission him to go
ahead with the construction of his
teleforce plant.

Such a Device “Invaluahble’’

After all, £2,000,000 would he rela-
tively a very small sum compared
with what is at stake. If Mr. Tesla
really fulfills his promise the re-
sult achieved would be truly stag-
gering. Not only would it save bil-

fldreamed about,’” different from the | llons now planned for air defense,
principle embodied in his inventions | by making the country absolutely
relating to the transmission of elec- | impregnable against any air attack,
trical power from a distance, for |but it would also save many more
which he has received a number of | billions in property that would |

-
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basic patents. This new type of
force, Mr. Tesla said, would oper-
ate through a beam one one-hun-
dred-millionth of a square centi-
meter in diameter, and could be
generated fromg a special plant that
would cost no more than $2,000,000
and would take only about three
months to construct.

A dozen such plants, located at
strategic points along the coest, ac-
cording to Mr. Tesla, would be
enough to defend the country
against all possible aerlal attack.
The beam wogld melt any engine,
whether Diese] or gasoline-driven,
and would aleo ignite the explosives
aboard any bomber. No possible
defense against it could be devised,
he asserts, as the beam wpdl;l be
ell-penetrating.

High Vacuum Eliminated
The beam, he stateg, involves fou

new inventions, two of which al-
ready have been tested. One of

these is a method and appearatus

otherwise be surely destroyed no
matter how strong the defenses are
as wilness current events in Eng-
land. .
- Take, for example, the Panama
Canal. No matter how strong the
defenses, a suicide squadron of dive
bombers, according to some ex-
perts, might succeed {n getting
through and cause such damage

that would make the Canal un-|

usable, in which case our Navy
might find itself bottled up.
Considering the probabilities in .
the case even if the chances were
100,000 to 1 against Mr. Tesla the
odds would stil! be largely in favor
of taking a chance on spending
82000000 In the opinion of the
writer, who has known Mr. Tesla
for mnny Yyears and can testify that
e still retains full {ntellectua:

. s’igor the authorities in charge of

§ the national defense should
at once look into the matter. The
sum s insignificant compared with
the magnitude of the suko.
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I wish to acknowledgse
letter dated Boptmabcr 24, 1940,
onolosun. :

Your oourtuy and intersst {n bringing
this information to my attention are indeed
appreciatod, and you may be s&sgured your letter
will receive appropriate consideration.

Sincerely yours,

-John Kgar Hoover -
. mrecm .
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UNSUBS ==- EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF N

CEASED, -BSSNWX ESPIO - M. RETEL AONDER ABOVE HEADING TO YWE BUREAU

FROM THIS OFFICE DATED JAN NINE LAST. INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT TESLA DIED
JAN EIGHT, RATHER THAN THURSDAY, JAN SEVEN, AS SORS@EB=EWX STATED IN
REFERENCE TELETYPE, ON THE NIGHT OF JAN zxcur SAVA¥KOSANOVICH, GEORGE
¥TLARK, AND KENNETH-SWEEZEY VISITED TESLA-S HOTEL WITH A REPRESENTATIVE
OF SHAW WALKER CO. IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA.
KOSANOVICH LATER REPORTED TO WALTER GORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY
CUSTODIAN, NYC, THAT HE WENT INTO THE ROOM IN ORDER TO SEARCH FOR A
WILL OF TESLA. KOSANOVICH AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE
IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE ASST MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT
YET KNOWN, AFTER THE SAFE WAS OPENED, SWEEZEY, TOOK FROM THE SAFE A
BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVEN-
TY FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SWEEZEY.
KOSANOVICH TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESLA, TWO BEING EN-
LARGED NEWSPAPER PICTUREX. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANO-
VICH HIMSELF, NOTHING ELSE WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM OR SAFE. THE
SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UNDER A NEW COMBINATION, WHICH COMBINATION IS
NOW IN POSSESSION OPESNNEESX KOSANOVICH. oN’ SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JAN
NINEftGORSUCH AND BE®2E®X FTIZGERALD OF ALIEN PROPERTY CONTROL WENx TO
HOTEL'AND SEIZED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, CONSISTING OF ABOUT TWO
TRUCKLOANDS OF MATERIAL, SEALED ALL ARTICLES AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO
THE MANHATTAN STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NY, WHERE THEY ARE NOW LOCATED.
AT THAT TmWWX TIME THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE APPROXIMATELY
THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH HAD BEEN THERE SINC:L
ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HAVE ALSO #ASssewX BEEN SEALED AND
ARE NOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERTYCUSTODIAN. IN VIEW OF FACT TESLA
IS A US NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PRQPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS THAT ITS
JURISDICTION OVER PROPERTY 1S DOUBTFUL BUT Rewwmx FEELS THAT NO OTHER

-

AGENCY VILL BE ABLE GET ese®X TO THIS PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST TWO DAYS.
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PAGE TWO : ‘ :
AFTER THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR WILL BE
APPOINTED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTZ{NTO HIS Cus-

TODY. TESLA ALSO HAD SOME PROPERTY, ASSECODMEXX ALLEGED BY INFORMANT
FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN

A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS

THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY .
FOR FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS OWED HOTEL. THIS BILL IS STILL OWED AND HOTEL
APPEARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE AT LEAST UNTIL’
»OmXX DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS
TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN ‘RROPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS RE-
PORT HE WAS vemmtX VERY ECCENTRIC IF NOT MN=®EX MENTALLY DERANGED DURING
PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE
DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT
INVENTOR., . THEREFORE, ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE

PRIOR TO THAT TIME. KOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED
HIMSELF AS FORMERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAV MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOW
QUOTE MRBSESEEX PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL PLANNING BOARD REP-
RESENTING YUGOSLOVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND GREECE, UNQUOTE.
SWEEZEY IS A WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO

IS "EEexy DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING A BIOGRAPHY OF TESLA AND THERFORE WOULUD
LIKE TO OBTAIN CONTRQL OF HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED
BY RCA AND WOULD ALSOPROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS EFFECTS IN ORDER
TO USE THEM IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY, TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE
WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. IT IS
DESIRED THAT BUREAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER
IN THIS PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL OF IT. SUGGEST THAT,
IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECH~
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON w&%X COULD NOT BE REVIEWED ™
MK EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVEL-

OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED.
FOXWORTH

END NYC S2 WHS
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CAT

U’.QKNO’J{J SUEJECTS., LAl - PC-RIMENTS AN
TZSLA, DECEASED. ESPIONAGE - Me NIKOLA TEISLA, OX
STANDIJG SCIZNTISTS IN THEZ ELECTRICAL FIELD, DIED

TZIZW FORTY THRZEZ AT THE HCTEL NIw VORKER, N_J YCRY &%
CLIFEZTIVZ, #Z COTJUC TD MANY Zl;:fIh:JTS I:0 CONNECTE
TRALNESNMISSION COF ZLECTRICAL DPOLZR ARND ‘el AT IH: .
THEZ DEATH RAY. CCCJDI" TO INFCRMATION FURNISHED Sz-3 s vE ON&
THRTZEZ SIX FIFTH AVENUE, NEU YORK CITY, THE NOTES A ‘éﬁ D N -
EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE TOGETHER WITH DESIGNS OF AL S . T
VITALT7F THEM ARE AMONG TESLAS PERSONAL EFFECTS, A V ??%' 8 HAVE R T L
TAKEN TO PRESERVE THEM CR TO KEEP THEM FRCM FALLI\G. ; A < L
& B, UNFRIENDLY TG THZ WAR ZFFCORT CF THE UNE

ING TO SPANrL, A DISTANT RELATIVL CF TESLA, NANMZ T
WAS INTZHSELY DISLIKrD BY TESLA, IS TAK INC STEPS Tif @555SS10 OF
THESE IMPORTANT DOCUMNTS AND PLA\S. SPANEL BELIEVH HERE IS A

STRONGC LINILIHGRD TRAT KOSANOVICE WILL MAUT THIS MATERIAL AVAILAZLE TO
. TC THZ ZUZNY. Y'SPANEL ALVISED © TiO HEALIUARTERS IN LASHINGTO:,. AS \
JILL AS MR MORKIN OF THE DEPARTHINT OF JUSTICT IN WASHINCTOX, CONCERING
THEZ AEZCVE, SPALEIL WAS AL SC INTEILEPRCIIC COMNUNICATION WIT- @S DX ©
LCZAD0, ONE OF THE ADVISCRS TC VICE PRESIDENT WALLACTE CONCERNING THIS
ﬁATT:ﬂ, A%D LOZADO TOLD SPANEL T@mse THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALLY
INTIRISTID IN THEI EFFEZCTS OF TZSLA AND REQUEISTED SPANEL TC LOSE N0 TIME
I DOT:Z ALL HE COULD TC PRESIAVE RGNS THEM., BLOVCE FITZ3ZRALD, AN
TLECTZICAL INGINZER WHO HAD BEZEW QUITE CLOSE TO TESLA DURING HIS LIFE .
TIME, ADVISED THE NEW YORKX CFFICE THAT CN JANUARY SEVENTH, NINETEEN
FORTY THREZ, SAVA KOSANCVICH, GEORGE CLARK, WHC IS IN CHARGE OF THE MUS-
U AND LAECRATORY. FOR RCA, AND KEMNETE SWEZEY OF ONE S THRE MILTON '
STRZET, BROOLKYL, NY, WENT TO TESLAS ROOMS IN THE NEW YORKER, AND VITH
THI ASSISTANCE OF A 4Go=pmswW LOCKSMITH BROKE INTC A SAFE WHICH TZSLa
HAD IHNRIS ROOMS IN WRICH HE KEPT SOMIZ OF HIS VALUABLE PAPERS, INCLUDING
I“DO“‘r““Zillllli ELZCTRICAL FORMULAE, DESIGKS, ET CETERA. ITPI. nz _J
AST MOLTH, TISLA TOLD,LLIZQERALS_I“AT HIS EXPERIMENTS IN COIHECTICYN Wlin
THT ¥122LZ8S TRANSMISSIGN OF. ELECTRICAL PCYER HAD BEZN COM PEEI;D Al DpaeLOSTRR

FZAFZCTED 0 ?f‘ -
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ITZ3ERALD ALSO KNOWS THATTESLA HAS CONCEIVED AND ﬁ _ § A REVCLUTICN-
ARY TYFE Or TORPEDO WHICH IS NOT PRESENTLY IN USE " i THE NATICNS,
IT IS FITZGERALDS BELIEF THAT THIS DESIGN HAS NOT E; E AVAILAELE

TO ANY NATION UP TO THE PRESENT TIME. FROM STATEMEASE g TO FITZ-
CEARLD BY TESLA , HE KNOWS THAT THE COMPLETE PLANS, L C
AND EXPLANATION OF THE BASIC THEORIES OF THESE THIN{EEEEEEESOME PLACE IN
THE PERSONAL EFFECTS OF TESLA., HE ALSO KNOWS THAT RS A WORV.ING
MODEL OF TESLAS WHICH CCST MORE THAN TEN THCUSAND DX IC ELILD IN

A SAFETYHF DEPOSIT BOX EELONGING TO TESLA NS
CLINTON ¥ HOTEL, AND FGi@Wes. FITZGEARLD Bijss
HAS TO DO WITH THE SO CALLEDE DEATH RAY OR THE WIREIJES RE.SMISSION OF
ELECTRICAL CURRENT. TESLA HAS ALSO TOLD FITZGEARLE-YMNE CONVERSATIONS
THAT YE HAS SONMNE MY EIGHTY Wl TRUNKS INDIFFEREMYT FENCES CONTAINING
TRANSCRIPTS AND PLANS HAVING TO DO WITH EXPERIMENTS D EY HIM.
EUREAU IS REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHAT, IF ARER8ETION SHOULD
EE TAKEN CONCERNING THIS MATTER BY THE NEW YORK FIELH"¥ 10N,

FOXWORTH

2¥THIS MODEL

CORRECTION- THRCUGHOUT THE ENTIRE TELETYPE THE NAME THAT SHOULD APPEAKX

IS.E;IZSEARLE- NOT FITZGERALD #g# AS IT SOMETIMES IS
SPELLED
HOLD ,



- BOHN"RDGHR HOOVER .
. DIRECTOR

January 11, 1943

NERRR TIVNOEY STEJIEC
\-\,\'\\:m \%\B\ EXPURTIFRTS &
“,c%.‘/\r),}? OF NIXZOLA
\::‘\_x\ - VSFIONAS

HWikola Tesla, one of the world's outsta
the electrical field, died 2t his residence in the
York 7ity, on Jenuary 7, 1943. |
meny experiments with resvect to the traps
of radio and what is commonly celled the
respenct *o the wireless trersmizsion of electricel we
beer. corvleted and voriected, a1d Tesla hed alsc co:i 39
revolutiorary type of torpedo whica is pot in use bgigy.
time. The specifications, exnl +ions of the bas1g£§héo;i
of Tesla's scientific endeavars are repcrted to be “_hi
rencorted to bave some BD trunks in different nlaces vontaini
ris experinarrts rs well as a workin
sefetr derosit box at the Zovernor

£na
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his develonenrnts e
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Infornms 'n:: cencerning/Teslats expe 1nen.g}u
N8 York 0ffice B} A, N{ Soenel/an Bloyod mi zgemla ihe
angineer wro hsad been lite slose to Teslat Poth of these

arve Tesla's

hands of irdividueals

taxen to pres
f-ka

ial

indicated thet ro steps neve been
or to keep tner from Felling inrt
AXxis vowers,

Tesla has a cdistanrnt relative by tue name of Sev
rsely disliked. VYosunnvich is reported to be tak:rg s
nese 1mportant documents erd rclans, and Spanel believes

-elikood that Kosanovich will make such informetion avail
On January 7, 1943, Vosarovich accompenied b, TeorcelClark,
¥useun and Leboratory for RCA, anl Kenneth -Bwezey of rnokl
Tesla's roozms 2t % To*el New Yorver where, with the eid ¢
broke iric a safe in whicn Tesla kept some of Rhoomiusble
impoitant elestricsl formulae, desipgns, et ceterz.g ¢)éd3
INDEXED

Yr. Spanel, in e-iijition to reneortin; therce develo
hes also emdvised the herdouerters of the Kilitary Intellize
“orkin of tne Depsrtuent of Justice in Tzshington, e
of the sdvicors to Vice President Tﬁllace. lozado =

~

Zovernmnent weas vitelly in*tercsted in the effects of
punel loose no time in doxp; all
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Mr.T@lson

Mr. E.A. Talnm___
Mr. Clegg

Mr. Glavin

Mr. Ladd

Mr. Nichols

Mr. Rosen_____
Mr. Tracy__
Mr. Carson

Mr. Coffey

Mr. Hendoa

Mr. Kramer

Mr. McGuire__
Mr Harbo

Mr. Quinn Tamm__
Tele. Room

Mr. Nease

Miss Beahm_
Miss Gandy
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Yerorandum for tine Director

The Yew York Office wes instructed t .
with the State's Attorney in ¥ew VYork City with thez i;
¥osenovich into custody or a burglery charge and OJ' k!
which Kosanovich is reported %o have taken fron Teslng
out thaet any activities vursued by the State's Attor
e. most secrat fashion in order to avoid any publici
inreantions, The New Vork Cffice was also instructs
Court ir order thet stops could be nlaced egainst th,
his bhotel and any other poirnts, in particular, the lﬂf0$ Juddgboxos that he may
have in order tha* no onc mey pnter ten without a Buread:Je ~_“"tat179 being
present and every precaation taken *to preserve the secrecyanf- 8lats inventions,
The Yew York {ffice is to keen the+Bureau advised of all dé‘t}éﬂgpnts.

4 p0551blv taring
- the various pener:z
It was pointed

s ect to Tesla's

_ the Surrogete
of Tesla bnth in

Zesnectfully,

D. . Ladd
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L JOH.. 0. R HOOVER ) . 7 Mr. Tolson e
‘ OIRE TTOR - . : ' - Mr. E. A, Tamm_

Mr. Clegg
Federal Bureau of ¥nuestigation Mr. Glavin _

. . Mr. Ladd
Hnited States Bepartment of Justice Mr. Nichols

Hashington, 8. @. Mr. Rosen
Mr. Tracy

Mr. Carson
. Mr. Coffey
£l EAT: DS January 12, 1943 Mr. Hendon
. Mr. Kramer
! MEMORANDUM FOR WVMR. LADD Mr. McGuire
Mr. Harbo
Mr. Quinn Tamm__
Tele. Room
Mr. Nease
Miss Beahm
On Friday, January 8th, Mr. L. M. C. §§;th called me(\y;s Gapd
in connection with the death of Nikola—Tesla. He ady
vised me that he was concerned about the possibili
of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks o
Tesla, who had died on January 7th. He understood
the Kar Department was itnterested in this maitter and
that apparently the Alien Property Custodian'’s office
was taking some action. He desired to know whether the
Bureau would take some steps to refrain relatives of Tesla
Srom taking the contents of his trunks and whether the
Bureau would seize possession of the trunks. Mr. Smith
indicated that he was talking to the Alien Property Custodian
along the same lines. I told him that in view of the fact
he was going to handle the matter with the Alien Property
Custodian's. of fice, there did not appear to be any action
which the Bureau could or shou take.
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April 3, 1950

’

Al NFORMATION CONTA]NED

f ""EIN IS UNCLASSIF )
_STE 22- 70 B _
' !mnoo is made to yonr {nquiry by hlqghom

on March 29, 1950, ocone certain techniocal papsrs vm.h?%
belonged to the lato Nikold Tesla.

-

From an examination of our files, we have

een
able to deteranine that this Bureau has never been

posséision, oot
aahndbomindiutodtom,of;oopyofbr.?ult‘apm :
Vory sincerely yours = 4
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Director, FBI April 17, 1950
SiC, New York

SAVA K. KOSAROVIC
INTEINAL SECUKITY=YU
(Bufile 65-47953)

Rebulet dated April 3 last. N

-On ApTil 7, 1950 agents of this affioce interviewed Mr. JVe PO‘X"IS,
Vioe President of the Manhattan Warehouse and Storuge Company, S2nd Street
& 7th Avenue, New York City, and at that time WM. FOTIS advised that the
rulss of his firm required that all persons gaining access to goods stored
by EKcnhattan first had to fill out an appropriate fora setting forth their
nemes, date of visit, and reason for requesting acoess to the goodse.

In a review oi' the file pertsaining to the storage of the effects of
NFR'LA TESLA, . POTIS reovealed that only one such visit had been made by o~
persons outside of the manugement of Manhattan Storage itself. This one ’
occassion took place on Jamuary 26 and 27, 1943, st which time representetives A
of the Alien Propert, Custodian made & tbgo_g,,l- review of the entire effects

of the TESLA estate. VIKeL A ] €S. Lﬁ'

The TESIA effects are stored in rooms 5J and 5L of Manhattan Storage's

marehouse at 52nd Strest & 7th Avenue, New York City. MR. HICHAEL KING, who
" atated he had been Floor Supervisor for approximately 10 years on the r
in question, stated that he could recall only the one occsasion in early 1943
wher, an examination was made of the TESIA effects. He stated that at that
time mumerous photographs were taken by the examiners. Ris description of
the eqiipment used would tend to show that a microfilam reprod.ction was made
of scme of the papers of the deceased scientist. Mi. KIEQ added that several
of the group making the examination wore U.S. Navy uniforms, and during the
two days required to ocmplete the examination the civilisn assistanis in the
group were ide:tified to him only as "FEDENAL AUTIDRI TIES®. Accoxding to M.
KI¥G, mo other instance of nicmfihdng of the records of th. ESLA uuu has
talen place since that time. . ‘

It should be moted that the Bureau was informed of the emimuon men-—
tioned above by New York lstter (with attaciments) dated October 17, 1945,
entitled UNKNOAN SUBJECT; SAVA KOSANOVICH; Experiments & Research nf EIK1A
TESLA (DLeceased), Espionage-ie

. 0 ¢ .
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letter to Diredor, FBI
NY 105-1391 '

MR, POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received by Manhattan fyom
SAVA N. NDSANOVICH, nor had Manhattan inforwed him, in any way, that an ex-
axmination of the TESIA effects had been made by anyone. In fact, added MR,
POTTS, the only correspondcnce relating to the TESIL estate has bSeen in the

form of bilh for storage.

M. POTTS stated that any personsl inquires regarding the estate would
of necessity be directed to him, and to date mo such inquiries have been made.

Interviewing agents explained to MR. POTTS that the exsmination made,
as mentioned above, was not instigated by the Bureau, nor had the Bureau taken

part in that examination.

Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in
a closed ststus, and no further investigative ntion iz oonumplatod by this

of fice. CINSED.




b1C
iinneapolis , -Mdnnesotsa’
Augugt 18, 1952

0“ no ‘TA\.\\~
Federal Bureau of Investigation . \:{:ORMI\T\ % -"__‘_._)
Department of Records -;f;gq‘\s\ﬁiCLASSn'-
Washington, D. C. Epnuth‘ 4}@ ry.
DRIE22=5 Y

Gentlemen:

In a manner of introduction, I wish to state that I am working
toward a degree in Electrical Engineering at the Institute of
Technology of the University of Minnesota.

For several years, I have been éngaged in a study of extensive
compass and detall concerning the researches and writings of
the late, world renowned scientiet, Dr. Nlkola Tesla. At con-
siderablo expense, I have acqulred an extensivé collection of
matarials relatlng to Dr. Tesla and his works which include:

1) Personal letters written by Tecsla to his close friend.

2) MNumerous pericdicals, some of which are to be found in
only a few libraries throughout the United States.

3) A few rare books which have now become "collector's
items".

L) A collection of issued patents.

Although the items listed are considerable in number, the spe-
cific information desirsd is lacking.

As I understand i1t, because of the nature of Dr. Tesla's role
in scientific developmente, all research papers, patent
anolications, etc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of
Inzestlgatlon at the time of Dr. Tesla's death in January of
19483

The purvose of this selzure, as described in numerous articles,
wes to determine whether these vpavers contained suggestions
leading toward advancenents in the fie'ld of ?cience.
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Now 1t seems that sufficient time has elapsed for an inves-
tigation of this kind. If Dr. Tesla's Lstate has been relezszd
by the dspartment in charge, any records that can be made
atallable for examination will be welcomed.

A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney General,
Director, O.fice of Alien Property, informed me that the Library
of Congress listed @ertain workxs, writings and research studies
prepared by the late Dr. Tesla. However, a letter addressed

to the Library failed to bring results as the Library "has no
files on the ressarches of Tesla'.

A similar result was obtained from the Bureau of Naval Research
and the Department of Commerce.

I am egoacially interested in the researcn work in which Tesla
wag engaged in his luzter years. There are verious unnublished
works, such as a 10-page tyovewritten statement presented in
1937 at a meeting of several well-known editors outlining his
discoveries and giving a resume' of his work in the fields of
gravity ané cosmic ray research, etc, Also, Tesla prepared
varlcus papers, one of which was in effort to secure the Plerre
Gutzman Prize from ths Institute of Erance. My 1lnquiry is in
effort to determine whether any of these documz2nte, as well =zs
others, are at this time avallable.

I will greatly eporeclate any informaticn in regard to any
records which you may hsave,

Vervy uly yours,

K¢

-



V) August 26, 1952

¥ith réference to your letier of
August 18, 1952, our files disclose that
the cffccta of Xikola Tesla were taken into
custody at the time of his death by the
Office of Alien Property, and not by this
Bureau. Consequently, you may wish to
communicate further with that agency, which
may be addressed as followa: (65-47953)

N ki -

Assistant Attorney General

Rowland 7, Kirks

Director, Office of Altcn Property

'ni{ted States Department of Justice .
- 101 Indiana Avenue, ¥. ¥, .

Yashington 25, D. C.

S iA333N

Sincerely yours,

ey
s, .

N
= Yobn Edgar Hoover
S & Director
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cc - 1 - Assistint Att8Pray Beneral  (with copy-of
Rowland F, Xirks : tp«:’%)
Director; “0ffice of Alien Property

g

;:. , United Sta%es Department of Justice
- mAlLE 10 101 Indiana Avenue, N. W..n oy
- At o i Fashington 25, D. 6’. : L ”":if~
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STANOARD POt 10, 04

Ofﬁce Memormzdum UNITED isr;frE‘s GOVERNMENT

Tolsoa ——

N . S
; ad
TO : Va4l m. annecar s h DATE: Ifwy S5, 1558 ¥f§§§
i - avi
p -9 ’ : Harbo —
FROM t Ch. L. Lo LATRELME . ' 7 ' Rosen
6 " / Geanty
Moht —.
i . A | ;. 'ioulrerm'd_
SUBJECT:  JIKOLi TESL: {Deccased) S x*'ngMATl" EONTAINED e Reem
I57Ci 220 CCNCERE TG iy TR ¥a) Pf‘f‘“ Sizoo
R ot U ! Cl Miss Gaady
P ._..._.s\ ‘S Ul s
S
A Urdnance Seci"ﬁb z‘—%‘ﬁ’i’ure 0
Standards ‘ 2040, erzension 622) cclled on the cfternoson

cf Moy 4, 1522, ,
tated thet he hed been reading a book entitled, |

N "Th:‘Proaiz!,! enivs - The Life of Nikola Tesla' by Jokn J. !

\\g;ﬁeiil, whom descrided as a science wri or a New
rk newspa~er ( pL.-

PTisiier - Ives jashburn), oted in this
book that 3urean frents wént to Tesla's room jollowing his death
on Januwry 7, l;-v, orenecd Lis e, cramined his rapers, and
took overehis.oorscncl filcs. scid this anpeared on rcie

277 KT P

™~

l)

stated that Tes 1S the faether of modern
power enginee g, beingc responsible for the invention of the
4, C. gererctor, motor transmission, and other elecirical engineering

rects. e inguired (1) if the rcrers cnc vorks of Teslc were in
ti.e nosscssicn ¢f ile B recu, qnd (2) if so, were iley aveilable
Jor rovisw in vier o thieir scientijfic imporicnce,

b-lc, I told Lr“thct the statement concerning the Bureau's ,°

taking Tesla's files did not seen very logical but that I would
check on tiie natter. .: - ' e

i .« -

The Rurea.'s files reflect that shortly cjter the decth
of Tesla in his hotel room in New York City on January 7, 1543, o
Sava Kosanovichy, a distant relative, and othor - individucls
entered iiis room and opered the safe, eramining ceritcin muterials
which he possessed. On Jenucry 8, 194E, Mr., L., M. C. Snith of
the Departrent advised Kr. Tanm that he was concerned chout the
possibility of eneny agenis conjfiscating some¢ of the trunks of
Tesla and appcrently the Office of Alien Property Custodian was /",/
taking some action regarding these effects, Since the matter was .
being handled b; the Office of 4lien freoperty Custodicn, the gureau
cid not meie any inqQuiries into this situation. (65-473E5Z-6)

. It is no<iec also tnat
ril 16, 1948, from Mr

ﬁl{ilwaukee, hisconsin, < 7S wes stidyt
ecirivcal engineering at ihe If iluau kee uc}.ool of E‘no:neerznq and
/4. < Z:Q KR3I 7- X,

S K —
Lnl:Ter - RN / A
ikxen -~ e slusg
£E5-47 .52 :
. ] - L’r:,\ Yich~18 foT . s
ST, . . -5 . ch o
(6 i N ¢ AN S SP SKG



28
&

.

was interested in the 1life cnd woriks cf Tesla. ‘tctec‘
that he uncderstood et the time ©f Tecla's dcath vie durecu

took his mecnuscripts and erverirent dgta J[for nationel security.
the Burecu on .ipril 22, 1548, advised“hct tihe effects of
Tesla were handled b:. the O0ffice of Alien Troperty cnd not by the
FBI.(65-47953-18)

I callec z"--r.!this morning and Zold him thet 1t was
the of riice of Alien Frop v and not tie F3I wnich took over the

effects of Tesla folloiing his decth. Accorcdingly, I suggested
that !‘rr-”mighf; yish to communiccte with the office of
4Alien Pre] wfor furithker informaet.on concerning this matter.

The book "Procizel Cznius - The Life of MNikola Tesla’
t in the Bwrecu Litrery. A copy is heing oc>tained from

is no .
the Librer; of Consyress.s I3 will be examinecd ¢ deiermine 5
specifically ihe refercence ncde to the Burecu's tcking these _
pazers, At that time ¢ determinction cca de nacde as to what /.
furt.er cction should he Zcren, ’ o

ADDEVDL': LLL:mer S5-14£-53

Page 277 of the "Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla,"
describing Tesla's death, contains the following statement:
"Operatives from the Federal Bureau of Investigation came and opened
the safe in his room and took the papers it contained, to erxamine
them for a reported imporitant secret invention of possible use
in the war."

Since this work was published in 1944, it is not felt

that any particular purpose would d by raising an objection
with the publishers at this time. the individual who ratsed
the question, huas been set straigh sy therefore, no further

action is being taken,

(e

o—

o
1

ey e e = ‘_.mm_‘ _—
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10 i Directer, £BI DATED /10 )7k \k
dNDEXED
WrROM S MewfaeR (S- chRN\M\O“ HE

SUBJECT: 't ::" : . ) \\S UNCL"_- ,«f ZZS’/M;

tﬁ:ﬁéﬁbrd noad, Yew ‘f.ochelle New Yoriz,

r. GZTKSZ B, SIET5FF, JER.,
sivisel thet bhe received two letters from LILAXD~PE ARDERSON, 127 Seymour
averue Soutuesst, Linn ecsmls , Hinnesota, photos \.atﬂ: cb@es of whlch are
being fiuriiehed the Zuresu end Mir ‘nespolis. :

SCHERTT stated thet ke ®as an cssocizt d‘l&. ﬁ'kCIA TBSLA in 7
1914 Liat So years his father had been Ir LTRSS yrivete secretary.
dr, W.._,..n sai¢ thzt he never ne~rd of I+ T T, msw d’b? éid he ever

c< the ipm

he nazes wenticneld in ARG 'S’.I"c leiter

. =
L{

er oi an

Yx, STEIEYT stuted thot be Sas guite 2 bit of
ir his possession end he dian't :nov whether cr not t‘aeg wo
to & foreign covernment, k‘v

AT g
TR
‘ Te.  an Ingjmecr.with Consclicate” i*EoWork«
St oo Titien: gpuiBETRR s Mo hin ol ke TR weg sHO s
e dllogit An the abtentd ol tle sreser wuthoid 13&-‘“&:‘3"3. SOV :

Mr :*'::'_‘::: swted that if there Was 2nything Wrc’f’s St "“./\ :-___.‘1“*'1'-"'
1oter "he - ke Wlenj @ cooperate with the FBL. ' =
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C
Leland 1. Andcrson

127 Scymour Avcruc Southcast
Minncapolis 14, Minncsota

\

February 3, 1954

Lr. George H. Scherir, Jr.
146 Scacord Road
westcnester, NXw YORK

Dear Mr. Scrnerif.

and work of Tr, Nilxola Tesla.

Recently, I have Tounded an organization in name and honor of

Dr. Tesla 1n cooperation with several people who were intimately
assoclated with Tesla during nis lifetime, and witn otners who
are interested in Dr. Tesla and nis achlceveaents from a sclen-
tiflc and nistorical standpoint. (See enclossd brochure.) I
nave had some difficulty iocating a rew of Tesla's assoclates,
and, the nam2 ol Georgs Scherfrl 18 amons trem., Therecfore, it

1s my sincere hope that you, Mr. Screrlf, are th= person I seck
as having been assoclated witn Tesla,

I have personally studied tne works of Tesla for a nunmber of

years, peln,g varticularly Interested in elavorating upon his
research?s r#garding nign-teansion radlant beuns. Tnrougn some
travel and otner errorts, I nave been Jortunate to locate many
originaz coi.ections of Tesla's corressondéence and manuscripts,
and in a few caseg ortalned a nuader of interesting items.

I was 1n New Yorx a snort time ago on nusiness, and wnillz there
I visited Mr., ¥ennetn M. Swez2y. He 1Intends to undartake some
signiricant work on oenalrl of Tesia in tne near future, and
since ne kn2w Tes.a I'or 8o _many years during nls iuter 1life,
"1t will te nandled w.th sreat understanding.

I hooe tnat you may nhave some 1Interest in the work wnicn I
nave inltlated on benail of Dr, Tesla. There are many matters
tnat I wisn to discuss with you, provided of course, that you
are th2 Mr. Scnerfr reiated to tne Tesla story. I would.pe -
most nappy to ngar Irom you at your eariiest convenlenc2, and
will send you all publications of the organization if you wish
to receive tnea.

. {
" Very truly yours,

P
s




AINTERNATIONZ

Un.versity Station, Box 13 ‘ .
y i

@ vinncarous - 14 - ainnesorll

To Those Who Are Interested in the Life and Work of ey,
Di. NIKOLA TESLA

Following the ceath of ola Tesla on the 7th of Jinww—/, 1947,
Mr. John J. O'Neill, forner e Edltor of the Now Yoryr Heral o Trivune
presented the blogr aghy

The Ia Tezla

- a mexorable tribute tc one of the most outstunding Iipgures 4n the en-
tire rield of eiectirical ccience. KMany reeding this Ulcograprny Izerned
of Nikola Tesla for th Tirst tize, desgoite hils monunsntous acalevements
with which he has won wor.d-wii¢ ecclalnm in scientiflc circles. Even
those clogely associeted wish the Tields cf gclsnce znd enginecriag dle-
covered & remerksble etory Lot sfucrally rncwn ol LhE br;l Lant penlus
Tegla whosa aensitive perronallty and seclusion kept his fame In a ghedow
The TESLA-INTLINATICHAL orgenlzation is belngz cstablished ‘n the
United States in namc &nd Loncr or Di'. ANlkole Tegls by those £ wring a
cutusl interest in his lile &nd wor-ke. The creenlzetion hes ec i3
cblective the promulgeticn 37 the truth about (ilKola Tesla; thit & Full
recognition be made for hics u: =1 1e s fCE?uPCh WOl on the =TTects
of currentg of hign frzguen:y nip) i GnG Tor hie ccrnteve.
ments in the realme of Ly i v rangni 20 telzocoamunicat’ o
It would be the duly af 12 goper RN 0 & te oowes that i
name ol Tesla win in tn = T otn =%icn ¢he me Geeerving of a tral
great American for hils cow cutioneg to scienes, 4 :d to this
countrj.

A journal of ?'
ning the month cof }
historicel in% eref*
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1) A formzl roster of &l *; snG LimvYe en intersst in the
orgenlzatlicn end ﬁfch - Jre i Zte metlivitlie

A conprehcnsive bLi ;- oSl Lizllnge ol ell evelleble P
concsraling Teslsa, WoULiC inclalde ¢ cx ocing cf tt& R

collectiong of A NCY e re Foica Suchi & iz .nc will
be of p&rticul& nLerianc cerolers the regeercn fle 2

A presentatlion of nlith:rio  yalildzs Titinga end analy:,
Tesla 8 technlcsal reszewrzh s i Locone availen e,

The Journal of the TZSLA-ILTLANATIOKAL organizetlon willl we forth-
coming at in%ervals of 1 - 2 montis.  Subecrinticn rete ig $£1.66 for
10 1ssues. Membership In tre TiSill-THNTZRNATIOLAL crpenizaticn 33 con-
current with subgcription to the Journal.
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.' Leland 1. Anderson |..
127 Seymour Avcnuc Southcast
Minncapolis 14, Minncsota

February 12, 1953

Dear Mr. Schnerff,

I+ was so very rewarding to receive your reply concerning Dr. Nikola
Tesla... I have initlated an undartaking on penail of Tesia DCcause
I feel that in all right and Justice sonetning snould pe done to
perpetuate trne name of Tesla and see to it tnat ils namc LcCORESs a
part of tihe heritage of thls nation. A great tusk per:iaps, dut as
time goes on I velleve tne name of Tesla wirl vecome more significant
in sclentific develonments. 1 hope that you may nave an linterest 1n
the organization whicr. I nave proposed and estadiisned, and I will

be honored to have you as a memder. The orgunlzatlion 1s oresently
set up on the basls ol tnose naving & aatuas interest in Tes.a, witn
a free exchange of information dbetween members. Tue flrst two lssues
of the Jjournal ol :=ne crganlizatlcon ure veln; grul to Yyou undr seuarate
COVEr, ann snouid reach you in a day or two,

Some other memvbers which may ve of intercst %o you are, rurlei drbus,
Dorotny Szerritt, Kenneth Swezey znd w. w. wilneim. Tie recent ceaths
of John O'Neill and Edwin Arustrong were very unexpected, anc 1+t 1s

=ith a great sadness thut I recelved tne news anc losg of t:vs2 two

nembers.

Do you know 1r Mr. Lowenstlien nad a daugnter? The reason I asSk 1s
that a woman visited Mr., O'Welll pefcre nis aeath and tuld nim that
sne inherited a grcat anount or Tes:luna Iro: ner fatner - waom I ore—
sume to o2 Mr. Lowenstien. Tnls womnan was airald or aisc.csing tne
information by reason of her alstaken notion and fear trat siie wou:d
rudely be ratded by tie aray. Ycu sce Mr. G'Wailll related to ner
tnat a few army oriclalis viglited nils rnon: wita insictent regussts
fcr in‘ornation. Of cours? ai: tnis sort of yovernzont Intercst was
arousad by Tesla's "Deatn-kay" rumors, p.aywa up oy ernterprising
Journalists. Well, tne rosuit of al: (nals is that sne rafused to
give ¥r, O'Nelll ner narfled name — only that sie zar.-ied a Siamese
orince no 1less, and moved to some nld-western city., It t:is woma-
ni8 tne amount of matcérial tnat Mr. O'lielll intimated, 1T wou.d cer-
tainly oe iaportant to locate nor, :

I believe tnat one of tn¢ valuaolie efforts oi' t.x Tes.a orcanization
would be to catalog every plecc of inrormatlica concerniiy; Tes.a. I
nave mac2 a peglinning effort aions titds line, ana I no.e tiat pelore
too lony all collcctions ol Tesllana may be .ocat2d, cataloged, and
reproduced for fear of eventual loss. Tarough Mary A. benjamin (of
walter K. Eenjamln Autographs in New York) I havs ovtained a number
of significant ltems of correspondence cetw:i:n Tesia and hocvert U.
Johnson, Tne entire collection ol correspcrndence with Mr. Jonnson
numbers 1in excess of 70 pieces. I snare tals collection with Nrs.
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Leland 1. Andcrson
127 Scymour Avcnuc Southeast
Minncapolis 14, Minnesota
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Long Island, Tne zerloz oo correggondence
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Centenary) some significant
t:.e Unitcd States 1n rnonor of
via nas cotalned the Tesla
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Leland I. Anderson

127 Seymour Avenue S. E.
Minneapolls 14, Minnesota

Mr. George Scherff
149 Seacord Roud
New Rochelle, New York
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SAC, Few York March 10, 1954
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MIECKLLANEOUS; DFTSENAL SECURITY - YU -~ e

Reurlst 2-139-%'22;6:1::‘ the w individual,
Relet forvarded to the Bureau tao FPhetostats of two letters from Anderson. -
which were received and made avuhbh ummwml. S
m’ ko ’ .

mniantmwthmutctthmhtsmim
by the Buresu ss3 enclosures with your lettar imssmuch as {t eppears
this nz was intended for retention in your office file,
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v Tene Brooklyn 22 V'f
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover ) Mr. Hell man ..

Federal Bureau of Investigation Mws@m@¥'~;
Washington, D.C. : e

Dear lir. Hoover:

Back in 1943, the local Alien Property N
Custodian searched tnrough e belongings of the late
electrical inventor, NikolaTlesla, stored in the Manhattan
Storage Warehouse in New X ork City. Tesla had been a
naturalized American for more than fifty years, so I
believe that the search was made on the grounds that the
property was to be sent to Yugoslavia, through Tesla's
nephew and heir, Mr. Sava Kosanovic¢ (Mr. Kosanovié had
been ¥inister of State under the King's government, later
became Ambassador to the Onited States from the present
government, and is now a Minister serving in Belgrade).

According to the attorney who handled the
Tesla estate, lir. Phili§§§itt§nberg, the Alien Property
Custodian assured him that nothing had been held. I have

a letter from the Office of Alien Property, dated Xarch
15, 1955, which confirms this statement. N.

In gathering material to help in a
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birthday
next year---which will be participated in by leading
scientific and engineering societies, museums, and
universities---1 have just discovered, however, that
Tesla's solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during

that search.

[EXTS

As a friend who had known Tesla well
during his last twenty years, I was with Mr. Kosanovic i P
Tesla's room in the Hotel New Yorker on the day he die 7,
A safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla's safe. ong
its contents were several honorary degrees, a volume of
greetings which I had gathered for him on his seventy-fifth
birthday, a bunch of keys, and the Edison Medal. We kept
out the book of greetings (I mentioned this at the time
to the assistant manager of the hotel and later to a Mr.
Gorsuch of the Alien Property Custodian's office), but
everything else, including the medal and the keys, was

replaced and the safe was lo f RECORDED - 82/‘,0 o(u.?
ség 1n§Q§K@Zd‘¥y bhe /2>£;

Property Custodian, the safe was never reopened an
1 y 4 // /I L=
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ar1. sed in Belgrade (where Tes. .!s property was to be
installed in a special Tesla Museum) and weas there opened
by iir. Kosanovic. According to his former secretary, both
the bunch of keys and the medal were missing. The keys
were later found in a tin box outside the safe; the medzl

was never found.

"I learned of the disappearance of the medal only by
accident. lir. Kosanovid had asked his former secretary
to get permission from the American Institute of Electrical
Engineers (who gave Tesla the lledal) to have it duplicated.
This was given, but the cost, it turned out, would be about
four hundred dollars. In the meantime, the Tesla Museum,
%n Yugoslavia, is quietly trying to raise the money to pay
or it.

The irony of this situation is more disturbing than
the money involved. By giving us a system which made
electric power universally available, Tesla---probably
more than any other one man-—helped put America on top of
the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison illedal
was the only material evidence left of this country's
zppreciation. That this last token should have disappeared
---to have to be replaced by his materially poor countrymen
overseas for whom he had done nothing---seems a tragic
d\e‘{l?qvment ¢ (_4“ J.",../": .“-,.{__ A v,(,» . . Iﬁﬁ;d 2ad S0t

esh v,

John¥%@'Neill, in"his biography of Tesla, states that
the FBI broke into Tesla'!s safe on the day he died, and

on article in the current (June) Coronet repeats this. I
know this isn't true. I did hear, however, that the FBI
somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during
the latter's search in the warehouse.

If that 1s so, I thought that perhaps some of your men
might remember the conditions under which the search was
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what could
have happened to the medal. After this long time, I have
no hope that the medal can actually be restored, and I am
already trying to interest Americans in making a replacement
But future biographers might be spared a lot of wild guessin,

A and wrong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to

whether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen---and who
might have been responsible. _

%ith best regards and sincere appreciation for any help
you can give,

Sincerely,

o ~ Sﬂ“"’m
Kenneth Wézey K7 :
P.S.: I am enclosing an editorial from last month's POVLR
magazine which outlines T=sla's contribution to the electric
povier industry.
\( - & .S .
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LOUIS N ROWLEY, EDITOR + MAY 1955 - ESTABLISHED 1882 "'er

Strange Genius

ASK ANY GROUP of power men to name those who laid
the foundation for today’s electrical generation and
distribution. You’ll wind up with an impressive list—

Edison, Brush, Thomson, Westinghouse, many others. -

But there is almost sure to be a significant omission.

Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo-
tor—still basic—and devised a suitable system of gen-
eration and distribution for applying it. To grasp the
magnitude of this contribution, we must turn back to the
1880’s when the electrical era was being born, and the
“battle of the systems™ held sway.

Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant-
current series systems. Edison’s Pearl Street generating
station had opened in 1882, supplying incandescent lamps
and, later, dc motors on a constant-potential system. Un-
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Stanley, the
advantages of ac distribution were demonstrated. But
there was no successful ac motor.

In May, 1888, a young Yugo-Slav engineer, but four
years in the United States, read a paper before the Amer-
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. In it he described
a new ac system. Its heart was the induction motor with
its basic and beautiful concept of the roiating magnetic
field. The man was Nikola Tesla, the system he described
was destined to sweep the field.

With characteristic vision, George Westinghouse real-
ized the fundamental importance of the polyphase ac
system and acquired the basic patents. Its first impact on
the general public was at the Chicago World’s Fair of
1893. There a 2-phase generator supplied motors and
lamps, and, through rotary converters and motor-gen-
erators, a variety of dc equipment.

But it remained for the Niagara Falls power project to
demonstrate in the most dramatic way possible that poly-
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes
of the world had been on Niagara. An international com-
mission, headed by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro-
posals, found none acceptable. Later, just five years after
Tesla’s AIEE paper, it was officially decided to use the

polyphase system.

In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the
first industrial customer and in 1896 ac transmission to
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the
modern age of electric power had truly opened.

For Nikola Tesla, these far-reaching inventions were
but a beginning. Still to come was brilliant work in high
frequencies, thinking basic to much of today’s radio art.
Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and his
work had begun to slip into obscurity. Why?

A man of flashing insights and enormous brilliance,
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure
of new challenges. In later years, his projects became
more grandiose, his ways more mysterious, his pronounce-
ments more Olympian. And working alone, as he did,
he formed none of the institutional ties that help to per-
petuate a record of accomplishment.

Next year—July 10, 1956—will be the 100th anniver-
sary of Nikola Tesla’s birth. It would be fitting for our
engineering societies to commemorate this occasion, to
acknowledge our debt to this strange and loncly genius
who changed our world for the better.
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RECOGNITION FOR TESLA ~

Largely thru a young American engineer's efforts, the
world today is re—scannmg.the record and achievements of our
inventive genius, Nikola’ Tcsla Of late, even the big-tifme
magazines have devoted space to the amazing career and fas-
cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard.

*  The man behind this belated recognition for the one-time CO‘\\ TMN D

“Serbian immigrant boy who made millions but died almost a}, P
pauper is Leland m head of the Tesla Society,pV \-
which has headquarters at the University of Minnesota. -

Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Mr
Anderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in-
duced them to join in his noble work. A good many of these
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he
serves them, with information issued thru his TESLIAN pub-
lication. This is, at present, a mimeographed publication issued
monthly which casts new light on the known life and record ._5
of the late Dr. Tesla. | =

The latest issue (March-June) informs of progress plans Y
to honor Dr. Tesla even more. It also presents an account of a
fascinating editorial, “Strange Genius”', by the POWER mag-
azine of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi-  |NDEXED-59
torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla's polyphass system 925y
described by Mr. Anderson, as the “most tremendous event lnl - OR;EDL
all engineering history..’ NOT RE o

Editorialist Louis &Bowler according to the TESLIAN. 138 QUL 44 12
answers the perplexing gifestion why, in view of Tesla's im-
portant discoveries, he fell short of the comparative popularity
won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing, he suggests: ‘It
would be fitting for our engineering societies, in commemora- -
tion of the 100th anniversary of Nikola Tesla's birth (July 10, iIgAN ig};gm
¥956), to acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely szz,' h, Pennsylvania
genius who changed our world for the better."". ’ E _

This appears to be just what Mr. Anderson was waiting o
for. For now, in the same issue of his TESLIAN, he has pre- ‘
pared a form to petition Postmaster General Arthur E. Sum-:
merfield to issue a Tesla commemorative stamp next year.

£ ,\We\anem‘xhueﬁogmmdpph@c n this issue and

weurge blf our ‘roaders to endnne it vqth theu sxgnamree ‘Send
kgcwxnp\e\e'{ pelitne ) e *
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Ofﬁce Men mdzmz * UNITED S1[JTES GOVERNMENT

Telson

10 tL. V. BOARDUAN ﬂ, DATE: June 29, 1955 '\iy:ﬁ
Bel

ALL HFORMATION 037 TAf 12 b~
rrom i Al Parsoms .
A. H. BELYONT, , "E| !zf': IS UNCLAQ(\.,-,.-) | gmen —

- 0 "“TE‘7_‘é . Si‘zoo

.. SOMECT:NIKOLA TESIA | BYL Y fon e o
L ¥ISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING (ESPIONAG Iﬂ:mn_:
. Gandy ____

( ' Nikola Tesla, a naotive of Yugoslavia, was a famous elecirical

inventor who died in New York City in 1943 where he had lived for many
years. In attached letter to Bureau dated 6-25-55 Kenneth M. Swezey,

Brooklyn, New York, advises he is gather;ng material to help in a
nation-wide conmemoratlon of Tesla's hundredth bzrth anniversary in \
1956. Swezejjrelates he was present when Tesla's safe was opened by N

Sriends after his death and advises the contents were thereafter
replaced and %hen impounded by the United States Alien Property
Custodion. Leter the safe was removed to Belgrade, Yugoslavia, to be
\installed iriin ¥Fesla Museum. MNissing from Tesla's effects is a gold
} Edison medal he had been awarded. Swezey i3 seeking to locate the
/ medal and has been advised by the Office of Alien Property (OAP) that
OAP held none of Tesla's property. OSwezey states he has hecrd. the
FBI assisted OAP in handling Tesla's effects while in storage, and
accordingly, he asks whether Bureau could assist him in locatzng the
Edison medal. He FBI's assistance to OAP Swezey mentions that in the
lTesla biography ("The Prodigal Gentus - 1944) by John O0'Neill it
was Stated FBI broke into Tesla 8 safe the day he died (1-8-43 to
protect contents from enemy hands/. Jwezey notes this same comment
appears in article ("The Genius ¥ho Walked Alone") by Alfred H. Sinks
in the June, 1955, "Coronet." Swezey says he knows FBI did not do this.
”Bufii@s not pertinent re Bwe:ey. Bureau did not enter into Tesla
N safe matter upon Department's advice it was being handled by OAP.
/ ; -Bureau previocusly aware of comment in O'Neill's book. PFer Pv®iles
Etnks was officer of American Civil Libdertiess 'nion in 1930-40° stqﬁf

TTCJ emdber of Communist l.a1e newspaper "The Anvil' 1933-37; member of
an Writers '"CUA repom#l944); cloae fwzpnd of T
reported CP member uand nggegjgd underground mcmbe
n inks requested for his uSe as author data re Bureai's
ilm procedure. Was advised no such data available for publication,

Enclosure Leect- 6-3o-5s —
100-2237 : ) ’
cc - 1 - 65-47953
Ticklers - Mr. Bird
Mr. Belmont
r. Boardman
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Memorandum For Mr. Boardman

RECOMMENDATION @

That the attached letter be sent to Swezey advising Bureau
did not participate in the handling of Tesla's effects and that the
matter was handled by OAP. Therefore, Bureau unable to be of
assistance; that no action be taken relative to Sinks' comment in
"Coronet" article.
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.. ur., Belmont
“4yr. Boardma

June 30, 1955

RIS UNCLAeSIFLE
Nr, Zenneth E.%;waoy (arigmal) TE22-50 0 __-

W
Brooklyn 23, rk

Dear Kr. Seezepy:

FitA reference to your letter of Ju a5,
1955, our files dteclose the effects of Nikola Teslg

%
rh 21 IMFORMATION CONTAINED

D%/g(

were taken fnto cuatody after his death by the Office

of Alien Property and not by this Burecu.
Stace we dtd aot participate in the
Aandling of Nr. Tesla's effects, we are uaable to
/ supply the $anformation you rcqucated.
Sincerely yours,

J- Edgax; HOO!er

JoAn tdgar Hoover

L

JCO-QQA37-4N

—

trccto feuil'd }"
| RECORDED - 28 S Ea e
NOTE : INDEXED -2 oy L 1 1655 4

A cover memorandum !PMom Belmont toﬁgggé‘nan
wa3s prepared by ETB:jaa on 6-29-5S fﬂ"bnnectton with
this outgoing mail. 5

Bufiles contain no derogatory data- re conges-

pondent; reflect only that he was close friqu/g§d5
admirer of Tesla. 5 ¢

’
'l.

ETB : Jda ﬂ 2# o 3
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povney, vallfornile.

ftugust 1, 1955,
Mr. 7. Edger 1oov,‘,

Federsl Sureau of Investigation,
Vesaington, D.C.

(o]
(o]
<
Q)
"3

ear =r,

In his booiz, "Prodigal Genius®, The Life of iiikola Tesla, iir. .;ohn

Otileil says, on page 277, thet the F.B.I. went to Tesla's notel
room, opened his steel safe anc¢ removed from it, the papers it
contained,

las there ever anr publication of what these papers contzined? If
so, could vcu inform me where I night obtain a copy of such
publlcatlo“?

If there was no publication of ths Safe's content, after more than
17 rears, would it bz improper to publish them?

If thzre wes no puollcgt on of the safe's content, but tnere were
no particuler secrets found there Ln, could you inform vhere I
mlgnt learn vhat the safe contained?

N information o this metter -rill be appreciated.

Themz you for rour troublc.

[’KJQ,_, J0-A A3 T- A/
s ' o u m M
; ) v"' o - 2
S U - @G3xigN; 2 AUG ,1/-;1955
' 4
i PR 1 @é"
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August 11, 1955

T | L ‘-
", ALLINFORMATION CONTAINE
Y UEREIN IS UNCLASS'FIED)

"7, DATEZ-2-12 B

Your letter dated August 1, 1955, Aas
been received, and in response to your inquiry, I
would like to advise that our files reflect that
the e/fectas of Ntkola Yesla wvere taken into custody

after his death by the Offfce of Alten Property and
not by this Rureau. T

Since we did not particirate in the handlinc
of ¥r, Tesla's effects, we are unable to sunply the
information you requested.

Sincerely yours,
'3
22
4 w JoAn Edgar Hoover
g Director
- :%.E

[

NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record on correspondent. This

type of reply utilized by Internal Security Division in

Mr:. Toilsen_____janswering asimilar tnquiryes on 6/30/55. (65-47953-33)

17 Boantiman Cover memo from Mr. Belmont to Mr. Boordman dated 6/29/55

:kgj;fxﬁ;ﬁw set out background of this matter which concerned the death
v, jof Tesla, a: famous elecetrical inventor, Bureau was not

involved in this matter, and the opening of the safe men-

tioned was done by the Office of Alien Property.

o)
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vallfornie,

’ S SOLITY

September 10., 1833,

. e
i, Toixr Tdgar lloovsr,

pI N Ry o +- 3
Federal suresu 07 Iiovestigation,
TTa @St pes R -~ r

asaingeol TS, DT,

Cear 4, Toover:

g X
cfzring to pr 1stter to you fugust first, this year - yvour letter

to me, fucust llth., reletive to the maetier of the papers of Ir.
-ikola-Tesla.

On August 26, I wrote the office of plien Property regarding this
matter, indicating that I had received the informgtion from you
that it was the e

partment which hzd taken the lesla r'roperty
o

into custody not TS..

I have 2 letter from Ilfr. Iienry G. Hilken - thet Department - File
Jumber HCGHE:l Silrelk 017-35553, in vwhich I am told that office
"never had custodr, nor has vested, an property of Iijikols Teslat,

£s I began this matter with you - because it was stated in IMr.,
0'i1eillTs bool: that it was rour depa-tment who opened Tesla's safe £
I e wondering if you have any further suggestions along linzs Iy,
mipght fellor to obtain somz information in this regard? (~)

Thern's wou for rrour times and troubdble,

v

X
K9

J RECORDED-12 =~ /¢¢-2 & 37- oXo-
\- A ‘/% —7 T~

‘ .—-—-aﬂ
e g e
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RECOTwen

NG EAED-12
NGER /4& KII7- é}’o’L
f'\ S ___L.————"""—'—_—

- e

f" Septemher 20, 1955

a&\“‘

£1L INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATEZ-=2-£2_B

’ I
57 I have recefved your letiter doted September 10,
1955.{)’ ~ :

As you were advised dy my letter of Adugust 11,
1955, this Burecu wcs not connected in cny respect with
the acquisition or custody of the effects of NKikola Tesla,
and it is therefore not possidble to furnxah you any
additioncl information,.

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover
Director

. b1C A

NOTEs By letter 8-11-55, we referred”o the Office of
Alten Proverty, whick Oﬁfzce wa orted to have
assumed custody of Tesla's effects subseouent to his deat
(65-47953-6)

-

i JRH.'UJ.S/(:./..;’/
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PEORMATION CR 1 TANHED

T IS UNCLASSHILD
NoZ3-4e B%&%ﬁé’
~ - - RECOGNITION FOR TESLA —

" (Please fill out this form and mail to the address appearing belew.)
THE TESLA SOCIETY

University Station, Box 135 l
Minncapolis 14, Minnesota

[

{date)

(city & state)

Hon. Arthur E. Summerficld
Postmaster General, Postoffice Dept.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:
Nikola Tesla’s contributions to science, indu;‘t'ry, and ‘o his adopted
country have greatly inspired enginecring progress. His electrical sys-
temns helped creatc an Amcrican conomy of world pre-eminence.
We respectfully request issuance of a 1956 commemorative stamp
to be issued on the centennial of Tesla's birth (1856-1943).

3 “(signed) .
S —— ! —_— o
————
ot ot
AMERICAN SRBOBRAN
& June 29, 1955
b ., Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
JQC ya L, 2 -A g1, T

INDEXED-s6 "NoT ntcomoen
138 guL .+ . €55

o e ——
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Il\l’s}li RETURN
. TIHE BUZEAU Us

_ by Averep H. Sixks

Nikola Tesla was a great inventor—
end_also_a_prophet without honor

VOUNTER-ESPIONAGE WIHEELS
C started turning early on th
morning ol January B, U%'T___
io_‘gms_]__,_m’____p TET agénts Siphed into a room
in_the Hotel New Yorker_where,
Tatc the nigh

maid had_di

Nikola Tesla,

by many as the_greajest

cnius of his time.
mw had been making
scicntific predictions so fantastic as
to be literally out of this world. Of
late he had been working—vr so he
said—on revolutionary new weap-
ons powerful enough to annihilate

armics at a single blow.

There was only one Tesla, and
the story might—incredible as it
sounded—Dbe truc. The old man’s
safe_might hold thesce secrets, and

JUNE, 1968

the Government could not risk the
chance of enemy spies getting there

T f

Half hoping to find somethin
wlxic'r__.\ggiﬁx_p‘g‘?jﬂdcn :m§
decisive end to World War I, the
en broke open the dead_man's
strong_box. If anything of impor-
discovered, it has never
cd.

their_ quick action was jus-
tified, Tor you could never be sure

about Tesla,

men who cver lived. Most people
took him with a grain of salt, vet
i icntist dared shrug
as pol

Edison tried it ancd

him wronga.
ic world's Icading physicists
and clectrical engineers had to cat
crow back in the 1880s when Tesla
solved a problem they had thought
impossible. That one accomplish-
ment—the invention of a practical
alternating-current imotor and gen-
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e
erator—put Tesla’s name nmm.
e J

the world's 1op <cie )

“TFrom his tnvent prang the
industria) agewe Jive tu For with-
out his alternating current, there
would be no mass prixluction of
automobiles, aircraft, refricerators;
no great water-power dams and
cenerating plants, no Diescl-clectric
trains; we could not have developed
radio, television or atomic power.

The direet current that Edison
worhed with— ble force at best
—could be sept_po_more than a
conple of Juiles pyer wires hecause
its power_leaked away rapidly into
the surroynling ; here. Lichts
near the power station micht burn
hrizhtly and steadily, but those near
the end of the line would be dim
and fluttering.

Tesla_sold his hasic_alternatinge
current patents in 18R8, for o mi
lion dollars down. By 1895, the first
great power station at Nuigara Falls
had been built, and by the end of
1896, two more Tesla gencrators
had been installed. Within o few
sears, the pace of Jife over half the
earth had chiomeed from a erawl o
a fast gallop—and it has been gath-
ering speed ever since.

rrnr way_wiio, by his il
“rotating maenetic
ficld,” q _kTrlu-u«rlh
and the living habits of the b
taee was 4 Croat, Torn w IR37 in
Smilian, o village in what is now
Yugoslavia, but was then partof the

old Austro-Hungarian Empive.
When he was about siy, Nikola
Teda's father, the villuge priest,
was trinferred to a larger parish
i the city of Gospie. There, the
Lidd evew up and perfected his ear-
Biest “ioventions.” OF these, his fa-

1o

orile was an “‘engine™ powered by
16 Junc bugs, harnessed in scts of
four to spokes which radiated from
the drive shaft,

Nikola was a frail ad, often ill;
and hie_ncarly wen
much reading. He read everything
Fs‘c(ﬂg_g get his hands on, not only
science_but_also_rel hiluso-

istory, litcrature. By the time
ithed ml, he was flu-
entin French, German and ltalian,
as well as his native Scrbo-Croat.

He got his schooline—the best
his doting family could afford—at
Gaospic, Carlstadt, Gratz, the Uni-
versity of Prague and, finally, at
Budapest. At the University, he saw
his first electric motor, a new type
dircct-current aflair whose brushes
and commutators sent out showers
of crackling blue sparks.

“1f we got rid of those brushes
and commutators, with all tha
noise and loss of energy, we'd have
a much hetter motor,” Nikola toid
his professor. “Perhaps it might be
done with an alternating current.”

“Nonsense ! barked the profes-
sor. “An alternating current would

never run anvthing. You're nog the

briltiant student 1 thought_you
3 Orget s
T But 1 could not forget. The
ridicule_onlv stimped_the
v on his brain, It be-
I ohsessian, A passim - -how
to make an alternating current
drive a motor. In every idle mo-
ment, wherever he went, he wrestled
with this problem,
Tesla’s mind had mn
wwist. Almaost Trom il ]
heen alle o see Thing T minds
ey soxnadly —and in such m .
detail _ that often he lm‘—(x—ﬂuhlr

teHing the e n he mae
hig

CORO?
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Where the averace cengincer or
inventor would reach instinctively
for drawing board, paper and pen-
cil, Tesla would simply switch on
that uncanny magic lantern inside
fis Drai x_a_nicntal

mage there. could alter
1his detail or that, discard one plan,
try another, \\nlmux ever putting a

. lﬂ*{.‘_m_szrnsi-
cars later— from these mental

images alone—he could give his
workmen exact instructions on how
to hulld each part ol a new device,
though it was unlike anything cver
scen before.

Thus, needing no drafting roum
and few laboratory convenicuces to
work on an idea, Tesla could usc
every sparc minute that he had to
test and revise his theory of ulter-

ing current,
real job was manager

v urganized telephane

company in Budapest. But tele-
phone circuits were dull stuff com-
parcd with the challenge of that
onc big idea. He moved _to Paris
where he became a Kind of ceneral
ouler Tor_the Continental

s hrain w u:)slill chipping away
at his Dig problein; Dut the trouble
was, hecouldn’i sharce it with
trained menw ho might have helped

ork it out. For whenever he

JUNE, 1955

But then came the moment svhen

he knew he had solved i, He wos
walkin © with : a frwn(l_u_l the Buis de
Boulogne ly. he stopped
short_annd_beg: bbing with his
cane _at_some invisible_object in

the air,

See—it works' he shouted. “ It
is ]5 ¢ rotating magnetic ficld which
c wises the armature to turn. It pulls

the magnets around wWith i, causineg
the shaft to revolve. As T oscillate
this switch, causing the current to
flow first in one dircction, then the
other..."

Newver mmd what his (riend

agucesscofled
or Jooked bl.ml\ But the manager,
listening to the outpourings of
scientific jargon, suddenly thought
of his hoss back in the United States.

trical wiz
cnon ‘ \(l see ll

So hie gine Tola :lﬁh ¢r_of in-
troduction to Thomas Ldison and

urged him to t? his Tuck in Amer-
Thus, Tesli, now 27, arrived
mrk “IIe was Tandsome,
over six-lcct-two, with a diﬁ(i"-
guished head and deep-set blue
cyes. His Slavic face was broud
across the chieekbones, his d.lrk hair
thick, his chin shlrpl\ pointed. OF
worldly goods, he_had the clothes
on his_back, four cents in gish, the
on, and the idea swhich
the wurkd,

dison thonght less than nothing
__QI__LQ__SI( o It seemed su prepos-

terous that hie wouldn't even listen
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2la had no
lu cone

'—-and of course, T

ccjlent training
d Edison mcdcd

Busy \mh routine clectrical work,
Tesla waited nearly three years for
a chanee to turn his mental image
into an actual motor he could show
1o uthers. In 1887, he was able to
borrow cnough money to start his
own laboratory, and_the_following

xhc alfern. llmg-cuncm motor

nes— gu d l.x QOrOry § .»l-\huu;:h
miuch practical engineering would
sill bhe needed to fit them o com-
mercial use.

Geurgs \\(xmhuusv, another

imentor, w e their
valne, He I nts and

wave Tesla a job as engineer in his
Piushureh lactory.

But Tesla couldn't get adong with
1the other Westinchouse engineers.,
Prom his standpoint, the alicrnats
ing-current job was done. Even
*“schoolboys™ could now iron out
the few remaining Kinks, Mean-
timne, his brain had started to hatch
even higeer dreams. e went back
to bhis laboratory in New York,

i
“Be slone—"he once told a
—Lpronts

“TTi's (he secrct of
imention

menin

ereat ideas are

T ONE_HE W In the years that
followed 1l(‘dn hod trany ad-

H{s 1 hls u]s“hg[ Do \\uln-
ver entered his persenad Life

manner_toward nth(’r\ W
cordia] but rr‘«r\(‘(l distar

< were as il _ul ulurn) Dy somce
wing on an Olympus high

Q«\'c the rest of humanity. Backed
y his Tame, those words made a
tremendous impression.

He_lectured_at_every scientific
center in this country and inall the
i1 ant capitals abroad. Things
which, as yet, cxisted only inside
that annzmg brain of his were 30
rcal to him, hc made them real
1o his listeners,

He_described _radar_and radio
lmn(lr. ting_and _cven television.,
He advocated clectra-therapy. He
foresaw a day when man would
control nature in every respect—
cven the weather—when machines
of all Kinds, and the power to run
them, would be so cheap that pove
crty would vanish from the world.

Without wanting 1o

ny his wonders, au-
veady to helieve ncarly
anyvthing.

Tesla reasoned that you could
scll clectric power cheap if you
could do away with the millions of
poles and insulators, the millions of
tons of copper wire used to transmit
it from place to place. He 1huugh|
he knew how to do it—and

acked him v

Morgan |
On Loug Tnd, 1

e tupped
cnormous mushroomsshaped  cop-
per dome. From this dome he
planned 1o Bombard the carth'scrust
with millions of volts of eleetric
cnerey. The power so added to the
carth’s permanent charge could be
drained ofl ar some other point--
any point—on the carth’s surface.
Thus, it would be pussible for clec-
tric power to be sent anywhere
without conduits, poles or wires. Or
so he thought, until he tried it

CORONET




" In_Novomber, 1898, Tesla an-
nounced that he could gbolish war.

The inventor had desjzaed a
small, incxpensive, radio- Iled
boat which, through its rsed
ahility to destroy the biggest battle-
ships, would make great navies usc-
less. Not man%lcars later, he was
talking ol another supcr-weapon: a
‘‘death tay” which would annihi-

Oic armies.

cx csg“ncvcr suspected that
the r-weapon ol (hé future
would come from _atomig_fissiun.
For Ei Basic notion which
led to smashing the atom, he had
only ridicule. Alonc in his middle
age, he had fallen out of step with
the world's great thinker,

Not all_Tesla’s later inventions
were fantastic. Some, like his in-
duction coils and oscillators, and
pioncer work on ‘“‘tuned” clectrical
circuits, were highly important.

Thouch he ncevér. suceceeded in
transmitting power without wires
or a hig scale, he did prove that a
single wirc is enough. And some of
his brilliant prophecices inspired the
more plodding scientists to work out
the practical problems of induction
heating, radio-telephone, radar and
many other clectronic marvels of
today.

But as he grew older, he with-

dregg further and further with.
H clt. His s'range prophecies
souMcd like a vaice from another

planet, For caripanionship now
the old man had only his dreams,
and they grew sirancer with t'ln:
years. Completely alone at lasy, a

stooped um:f'_lgurc with thin, sil.
v E T, hie used 10 shp from his
Rotel room YFm'—ﬁTﬁ(li d
and trudee slowl «n\cr—t;'ﬁp
whcre hundreds « »TFI':(‘-( ns awdited
him. These were bis friends, They
nceded i, though the world did
not.

When he grew too ill 1o go out,
cach day he sent a Western Union
messenzer to the park. After feed-
ing the birds, the boy wasinstructed
to scc if any of them seemed sick.,
If so, hie was to bring them hack o
Tesla’s room where the inventor
would nurse them gently back to
health,

Perhaps this sad linde lubor of
love showcd that the man w
changed the workd had, at_List, dis-

a_great t

kncw now that th

Tor good Tics not
but in a |

like Iis’

Il(‘\_l_i)xl\\'('_r
hought
rt_pulsating—
cucuits =—iIn
men. Or_did fic_eve
could never be sure a

, Winnle Wit S

N THE EARLY 19205, when Winston Churchill had offended both his

own supporters and the political opposition, the late George Bernard
Shaw wrote him: *1 enclose two vouchers for the premidre of iy new
plav. for yoursell and a fricnd—if any.”

Buack to the plavwricht prompily came the theater checks with this
note from “Winnie™: *1 regret T am unable 10 attend the premiére of
your new play. Please send tne two vouchers for the second performance

—if any.”

JUNE, 195§
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«RECOGNITION FOR TESLA— |
\\ 2 At long last Serbians—American and Canadian—have
: acted to honor the memory and achievements of one of fer-
i " bia's greatest sons.

For, the world-wide Centennial celebration of DF.
Niko eshf[v birth next year, Serbs on this Continent
plan to erect a bust statue of the electrical genius to stand
before the entrance of the Monastery at Libertyville, Ill.

Steps lopking towards that end were taken at the recent
SNFjgenvention following the reading af T by President
ME §adakovich from Hie Grace, Bish oicolai. As the uni-l
3 ersally-renowned churchman stated, erection of a suiteble |
monument, by Serbians, would forever remind other Serbs
. of the honor and glory of Dr. Nikola Tesla . ... And that he
. -was a SERBIAN, son of a SERBIAN ORTHODOX. clergy-
‘ man, born in the SERBIAN SELO of Smiljan in Lika.
Further, His Grace urged that the undertaking be a joi'ml
one and representative of ALL the Serbian organizationggin
the United States and Canada® He naturally looked to the Sf
for leadership, and the greatest monetary contribution. Bu

also besought the help of the Serbian Nat'l Defense and

Jedinstvo beneficial society.

-

e : ' ' ‘ =
‘A
: . P N_o
The Convention voted $1000 for the project and a | (<2 =32
hand collection was taken among the delegates. and ;‘ 5.—’-' =
guests, kinsmen Milog ;*gpic_\_righ'of,bliet; IlL, giving S o
$200. It is probable that the balance of the needed $300Q, e s %
will be raised thru public good-will offerings and <’ 3 p
cash gifts of the other two organizations mentioned.- A %
And after a suitable bust has been erected for Dr. Tesla, ; C‘; =
Bishop Nicolai suggesté imilar-like monument horé)r the ] =
. memory of Dr. Mihz#6Pupin, also a world-renowned scientist, rzrl
author and educator. . : o
This is a subject near and dear to all good Serbian hearts' \$\
. &
. "AMERICAN SRBOBRAN®
A September 28, 1955
NDEXED - 36 ¢y~ o s Pist :
~— i Tiada sburgh, Pa,
‘ ~ er‘,(’:fhtn .
VAU B
)

[/ Q’-‘“‘ —

s 20
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PITTSBURGH, PA. -— The Serb
Nat'l Federation Exccutive Board
has acted quickly to implement a
Convention decision to honor the
me

esla.

At its first meeting of Octo-
ber 8, the Boaird drafted 'a resolu-
tion calling on all SNF members
and good Serbians to help fi-
nance 2 memorial project forr the
late scientist-inventor genius.

This would stand be"ore the
entrance of the Morastery in
Likertyville, I\

Cgst of the contemplated project,

which would clarion to the world!

that Or. Tesla was a Secrbian. is
estimated at $3000. The Convention
voted $1000 to the cause and a hand
collection among 122 delegates
yiclded several
more. )
¢ Kinsman Milos \Konjevich
Joliet, 111., gave $204.

Public Aid Sought

of

of the illustrious Dr. Nik-

undred dollars,

:S F Opens l)rwo for Tesla Mt’mvrrml at leortyvdle—

2000 PUBLIC AID SOUGHT |

sary monies und complete the
project in time for the world-
wide Ccnlenma.l relebr:mon for
“the genius next year
 Spearheading the movement for
recognition,  especially ong

cngmecr Leland \Anderson, h f:inal-

Tesla.

Mr. Anderson right now is con-
ducting a search for a famous por-
trait of the Serbian electrical wiz-
yard done at the tura of the century
lin New York.

Seek Missing Portrait

4
In his current TESLAIAN pub-
lization, Mr. Andgrson revealed the

work, by Princess Vilma Lwoff-
Parlaghy, is missing. :
Reviewing developments, Mr.

. Anderson wrote:

“On March 1, 1916, the Princess
gave a reception ir her new studio
in New York csveciallv to exhibit

Balance of the needed sum is now
being sought thru good-will offer-
ings of the general Serbian popu-
lace m the United States and Can-'

fund, simllar to the one ‘be- |
* conducted to help defray
gage expernes on Shadeland, .
hs been established.
s hoped to raise the neces- *

[ Aska}
L}-I.J

14

IND

| the hinrdmﬁ»om whi~h she

her latest protrait of Nikola Tesla.
An article in the NFW YORK
TIMES for March 2. 1916, ctated—
* ‘It was one of the beliefs ¢
Mr. Tesla that there was some-
thing unlucky about posing for 2
victure and he never sat to anv

a
Amecrican elements, is the JJESLA |
SOCIETY. fou ded by sgientist

“1 |*'TADM

NS *:tqg

I P-3.90

'
l

light in it and the much dedred

North exposure was missing.

- ¢ ‘At the suggesuon of Mr. Tesla,
1 cluster of powerful incandescents
was put up in the corner of the
ipartment and the rays, filtered
thru blue glass, were just the right
quality. The portrait was shown
under the same illumination.

At Pase for Sitting L

“ ‘Mr. Tesla, having solved the
oroblem of the artifical sun, fell to
thinking about other parts of the
universe, and there he sat oblivious
to his surroundings.

* ‘The painter was able to pr
duce a likeness in whick there it
no evidence that the subject wa, .
conscious that anybody wa{ °
watching him. much less study-
ine his features from the other
side of the easel.

‘ ‘Among those who attended the
reception were Mrs. C. B. Alex-
ander, Henry P. Davison. the
Countless de Rittenburg and Mrs.
E. T. Isham.” i

After the Princess dxed in 1923,/
her studio and all objects of art,!
waec sold 2t huction.

The Telsa portrait, S3x4R
inches, appeared on the cover of
TIME mieazine (Julv 20, IfS
and in the FLECTRICAL E¥X-

hef-rre he entered the stndino af

]

k~d chosen did not have a sky-

PFRIMENTER (January -1€49),
Mr. Andemon savs. ]
-Its location is not now known.

————r: a e

AMERICAN SRBOBRAN .

October 26, 1955

Pittsbu-gh, Pa,
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for Serbians to do honor for the®

SY?F announced today.

1$158

Half of $3000 Costs
For Statue Pledged

Cadiz, O.,Serb Gives $100
For Bust Image of Inventor

To Be Placed at Monastery

Pittsburgh, Pa.—Half of the$3000 fund goal for a statue
morial of the late Dr. leola “Tesla has been realized, the

In fact, total contributions counted so far come to

?51580

The Fund is an outgrowth of a plea by Bishop Nicolai
V-V .

memory of the noted electrical
wizard during the world-wide

Centennial
for the genius next year.

i

historians, writers, educators,
scientists, etc., would not be

celebration planned rnisled, Bishop Nicolai believes.

Be that as it may, the SNF s

igoal is to amass the needed mon-

In the wake of the plea, '°°° = | .
voiced at the recert 7th Con. 'c® iP time !.o erect and dedicate
vention at Niagara Falls, Can- the memorial before the Tesla

at Niag ' Centennial celebration ends.

ada, the delegates approved a
$1000 gift from the SNF and |
decided to raise, by public

Donors and the ‘amounts of

grant, the balance of $2000. SNF
A hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjevich

122 grass-roots leaders of the So-1

raised another $450. Then,"

at i

bership at large to fulfill the bal-:
,ance required.

First Corfiribution SlOO

A scant 24 hours after t}m ap-
peal was published in the Society’s

“Srbobran™ organ last Wednes-,

day, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, O,
' L

gave $100.

The proposed memonal 4a‘

statue image, would be placed bev

{fore the entrance of the St. Sava'
lSeﬂ:un Monastery in Libertyville, !
m.

$

Todor Drazich
Petar Borovich

first meeting October 5, the SNF Counsel N. Stone
nevily-elected Executive. Boud of Delcglte N. Stepnnovich

the SNF appealed to the mem-. ~

Maxim Jakovac
Ilija Janjanin
Lou Balta

Jovan Vukeevich

their donations are as follows:

1000.00
200.00
50.00
£25.00
* 25.00
20.00
20.00
20.00

Milan Kajganovich 10.00

Stevan Rogulia
Bordan Dragisich
Milan Tomich
Todor Vuicich
Djuro Lukich

C. Stoisavljevich
R. Vukadinovich
JTanko Mmmich .
Petar Maravich
Mirko Baranin

5.00



a, the delegates approved a
000 gift from the SNE.and |
cided to raise, + public
nt, the balance « 000.

v hand collection among the Delegate M. Konieﬂfich ' 200.00
rass-roots leaders of the So- .

g
i raised another $450. Then."
first meeting October 3, the
ly-elected Executive. Board of

’SNF appealed to the mem-. -

ship at large to fulfill the bal-v:
e required.

First Conftribution $100

\ scant 24 hours after tire ap-
il was published in the Society’s
bobran™ organ last Wednes-,
1. Sime Zelich of Cadiz. O..
e $100. ‘ . |
The proposed memorial, al
‘ue image, would be placed be-;
¢ the entrance of the St. Sava;

‘bian Monastery in Libertyville,

“There % would proclaim to
ns of thousands of Serbian
sitors annusillv that Nikola
es'a was cf Serbian immigrant
ock and son of a Serhian
cthodox clergvman,” Bishop
icolai declared.
For half a century and more.
- general American public has
+n misled anent the nationality
" the man who foretold thé com-
: of atomic energy power.
Only recently, a orominent
\merican magazine listed him,
worrectly, as
tock. The mistake was subse-
uentlv publiclv corrected with
nologies by the publication.
But lacking an image reference,
th historical statistics, similar
-ors are likely in the future.

Old References Poor

The magazine publication, for
ttance, explained it obtained its
‘erence material from an anti-
ated guide book.
Since the misleading matter
:re was never challenged bv
tbians and other interested
rties before, the magazine logi-
lv assumed it was factual.
Erection c¢f a bust statue.
s listine Dr. Tesla's date of
irth. birthnlace. narents, efe.,
‘onld counter the old wiide
nd make certain that future

1
P

of Crostian |

CIC Al LCICUIauV Cliue

d the 'amounts 'oi

Donors i
their donat. . are as follows: . ~ -
SNF $,1000.00

-

“" Todor Drazich - - 50.00 , A

<*  Petar Borovich . . 25.00~7§ -
SNF Couneel N, Sturie’ - ~'25.00 ~ *
Delegate. N. Stepinovich 20.00 ~A

*  Mazxim Jakovac =~ 20.00 )

lija Janjanin -~ 20.00 L

* Lou Balta. « 10.00 -

**  Jovan Vukcevich 10.00 / !

** Milan Kajganovich 10.00 -

*  Steven Rogulie 10.00

*  Bosrdan Dracisich 5.00

* Milan Tomich 5.00

* Todor Vuicich 5.00-

*  Djuro Lukich 5.00 .

*  G. Stoisavljevich 5.00

* R. Vukadinovich 5.00

*  Tankoe Mrmich . 5.00

*  Petar Maravich 5.00

**  Mirko Baranin 5.00

**  Stanko Jelich 5.00

T * *
Prof. Anthonv Tomovich
(Edmonton, Alberta,
Can.) 10.00
Teta Andia Mamula
(Pittsburgh) : 5.00
Martha Mamula Bjelosh
(Pittshurgh) 10.00 °

Sime Zelich (Cadiz, 0.) 100.0"
Milinko*Alexich, war invalid
(Omaha, Nebr.)

Total $ 1.

. —— — ——— —

-—the honoring, forever, of two of Serbia’s best-known immi-
grant sons who contributed so greatly to the welfare and
prosperity of their adopted America.
We hope to report developments as soon as they take
plce, remembering Bishop Nikolai's concluding remarks:
. “Nikola Tesla, in the field of science, brought the
[ Serbian name great glory—just as did the greatest Serbian
+  knights on the field of battle.”

N
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23 June 56

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25, D.C.

. Gentlemen:
During my senlior year at Georgetown University_ I read J.J.O'Niel's
Biography of Nikoli Tesla; the book, entitled <“rodigal Geniusg!
described quite a few of Tesla's experimente most of which I tried

myself in the phyeics lab. I am interested in reviewing Tesla's
experiments in wireless electric power transmission,

Unfortunately, Tesla died in 1945 just at the time he supposedly
had developed a system of wireless power transmission. Since World
War 11 was then in progress his papers were seized and sealed by the
F.B.I. I suppose that by now Tesla's papers have been released for
publication, but a call to the Library of Congress prodused no
results, Therefore, I have two questlons: -

\

1) Does the F.B.I. now have Tesla's scientific papers?

2) Ir so, are they available for public inspection?
If they were released, who has them?

I will certainly appreciate any help you can give me alomg these lines,
Tesla published very little of his findings; this, coupled with the
fact that wireless power 1s connected by most people with "Death Raysa"
and crack-pots has made it nearly impossible for me to find anything

on the subject, - ‘\v

1C.
rlington o,

RPN )
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. INFORMATION CONTAINED June 29, 1986
CREIN IS UNCLA

| SSIFJED
UATE_?_Q_:(.Q—-B T

Your letter dated Juna 28, 1956, has been roceind,

M K’)//

and in response to your inquiry, I d like to advise that our .
files reflect that the éffects of Nikola Tesla were taken into custody

after his death by tho Office of Anon Proporty und not by this Bnroau

Since we did not partieipate in the handling of
Mr. Tesla's effects, we are unable to supply the information

you requested. —
Sincerely yours,
. s Es
John Edgar Hoover 2 =3
Director ime
NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record on correspondent and reveal H:eacor-rect

spelling of Tesla's name as ""Nikdja," Bufiles reflect this type of;eﬂr he
been utilized by the Domestic Intelligence Division in answering r
inquiries. (65-47953; 100-2237) Cover memo from Mr. Belmont"
Boardman 6-29-55, set out background of this matter which concerned the
" death of [esla, a famous electrical inventor. Bureau was not involved

in this matter, and the opening of the safe conta:.mng l:us effects was done

by tthe»Ofﬁce of Alien Property.

Nichols AR :‘ ‘( 8"
Belmont

g:;,?o_ ELJ:jh:mmh /\/“/ \ % /f

arsons '3\ N » . o .. v g
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SAC, NEW YORK (165 12290) - ‘”(OR.\M“\R\O%?\__\\“D'
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NIKOLA TESLA (Deceased) : E“‘7//g/o,3

24, New York, a Unite ate of Yugoslav b",b

extraction, who on occasion, voluntarily Turnishes b7C

_the New York Office with information he considers to

be in the interests of the S8ecurity of United
States Government, furnished Special Agent -
NICHOLAS J.MASTROVICH the following 1nformation on ..

Jul 1 '
v 3, 1957 YA HLL :JZ>,¢7'\>7W// A
ated that a certain woman named b7b
Mrs. MARG RM who lives with her husband,

JOHN, at the Calom.al Hotd8l, 51 West 81st Street, New b7C

York 24, New Yoik, has been issulng newsletters which

contain armation pertaining to flying saucers

an erplanetary niattgrs. PRk [ T NEWS LETT

%tated that 1n his opinion Mr. and _
Mrs. STORM xploiting the reputation and genius b7 ‘b
of NIKOLA TESLA, deceased,inventor of Yugoslav

extraction who ahieved world wide fame as a result of b7 L,
his inventions in the United States. .

TESLA was born in Smiljan, Yugoslavia in
July, 1859 and came to the United States in 1894
and became a naturalized United States citizen. In
1886 TESLA designed the arc-lighting system and two
Jears later he invented the Tesla motor and designed
a plan for the transmission of alternating current. }
In subsequent years, TESLA's discoveries and 1nvent1ms ’1
inchided such fields and appliances as wireless '~ .
communication, elee-‘tribal]o’sqﬁk&)tion, radiant power and
radio active matter. After 1900, communications i e
and wireless power tra.nsmj.saj‘on occupiled most of< :,,.‘"
his research. x

. N
(2)- Bamau () <é:ricwwwt'§ o 43/ﬂ;__2-——77 %

L - Lcs Engelescu (Info) (En ) (RM)
1 - New York (65-12290) RECORDE 4 JUL 29 1957 _. {
N :med mDE"F*D's «""‘"\' A, 1~:

(”)
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. TESLA's only military 1nvention was-a_ method
to which he once eluded but-newr fully described.: -
This ‘invention was a means whereby an inpenetrable

"wall of force" can be erected around the United
States! borders which would render helpless any .
military attack. TESLA disclosed the existence
of his plan in 1934 and stated he intended to present
it to the Geneva Conference but seldom referred to 1t
‘afterward. .

The "New York Times" dated 9/22
carried an article setting forth NI __LA'S plan for a
"Death Ray". This article Included information to
the effect that TESLA, on his 84th birthdgy, July 10, 1940,
advised New York Times reporter WILLIAM CE
that he was ready to divulge to the United States
Government the secret of his "teleforce", with which
he said airplane motors would be melted at a distance
of 250 miles so that an invisible Chinese wall of
defense would be built around the country against any
attempted attack by an enemy airforce no matter how
large. ‘According to TESLA, this "teleforce" was
based on an entirely new princéiple of Physics that
"no one has ever dreamed about" and was different from
the: @rinciple embodied in his inventions relating to
the transmigsion d electrical power from:a distance,
for which he received a number of basic patents.

TESLA stated that this new type of force would
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of a
square c:géfigimeter in diameter and could be
.generated from a special plant that would cost no more
than two million dollars and would take only about three
months to castruct. TESLA stated that a dxen such =
plants located at strategic points &long the toast,
according to TESLA, would.be enough to defmnd the
United States agalinst all possible aerial attacks.
TESLA stated that this beam would melt any engine
and would also ignite explosives aboard any bomber.
TESLA stated that no possible defense against 1t could
be devised and he asserted that the beam would be all
penetrating.
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. _TESLA stated to Mr. LAWRENCE that he
'makes one important stipulation before he would
divulge this secret to the United States Government
and that was that should the United Sta®s Government
,'necide to take up his offer, he would go to work at .
‘once but that the United States Government would have
_ to trust him. TESLA stated that he uould sufrer i
{4 ' no interference rrom experts. oy

" .

' In this "New York Times" article Mr. LAHRENCE
commented that With conditions as they were in 1940,
and with the United States getting ready to spend .
millions of dollars for National Defense, Mr. TESLA's
+ +  great reputation as an inventor, who always was many -
’ years ahead of his time, should be given careful
" consideration. Mr. LAWRENCE st#ed, in his opinion,
the United States Government should take Mr. TESLA
at his word and commission him to go ahead with the
construction of his "teleforce" plant.

The New York file of Mr. TESLA bears no
indication that any additional developments were
: carried on in connection with TESA's invention and
whether or not TESLA fully divulged his new plan
to the United States Government

TESLA died at the age of 85 on_January 7, 1943.

Mr.Pprovided a two page copy of the

above mentioned newsletter which Mr. and Mrs. STORM k3’11>
have been distributing in connectlion with the alleged .7<:’
invention by TESLA, which, according to Mr. ad t>
Mrs. STORM, consists of a radio type machine known as

the Tesla S8t which was invented by Mr. TESLA in 1938

for interplanetary communication. Mr. and Mrs. STORM-

claim that TESLA's englineers did not complete the N

Tesla Set until.after TESLA's @eath in 1943, Mr. and

"Mrs. 8TORM claim that this Set was placed incopextion

in 1950 and since that time TESLA engineers' have been

in close touch with space ships. etec.

-3 -
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The ﬁewsletter furnished by Mr. -1ncluded br?b
the following names: - . - b 72
'MARGEET STORM S

omz s . B .
SSEL, Yucca Va.lley, Calirornia /4’ v

GEOR G, London, Engla.nd

——

The files of the New York Office contai .
no pertinent information regarding any of the 0 1% tf
above mentdoned individuals. gt ‘

’ Two photostatic copies of this newsletter
are being sent to the Bureau for purposes of C
information while one copy is being submitted to
the Los Angeles Officeidor information purposes.
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Lear Sir: \ -7‘3J§5*5“ '“‘/J/#Q"‘//’ﬁ

I an hopeful that you can help me cbtain certain gnfermution . -
cn records and data, which belon&ea to Dr. Nikola Tesla. D
e was an Electricual Lngineer enc prullllc iaventor.” 7

He was born in Yugoslavia in 1856 and died in the
United Stetes, New York City, January 7th, 1943. He was &
natur.lized citizen cof tnis country.

kr. J. Edgar Hoover - lFORI\AATION C::JTNNED
!

Tne only informetion I cculd find of nis reccrds was
& report thet the F.B.I. reuwoved nis papers for examination,
and that the recorus were sealed by tne custoalan of zlien
property.

1 have bLeen doing some taeorztical resecrcn of my
own, waich I believe wey Ye alony thne same lines he follewed
in certcin of nis exneriuments. 1 =21so believe tne develiorment
of his iceas would e in tie interest of cur couatry regarcless
of who cevelopes thnemn.

If it is at &ll poss lble for me to neve access to
at least scume of nis echr* semtsl acrx, I wculd certainly
wppreciate it. I zm not ctie, bg reason of the vzst finances,
which would bte reijuired, tc conduct such experiments umyself,
so the cata ne maGe ancd collected would be invcliucble.

Of course, it is possivle that nis recordas do not
cntain materizsl pertinent to his electronics vierk, tecause
from vwhet I uncderstancé froa reaéing about him, he kept most
of his reccrds in his heuac¢ &ncé vwrste down. very little of hnis
aate.

It is also nossible that scue of nis iceas zre
impractical, rut I fe&l sure tnat certain of nis ideas will
be of immense value to our ccuntry within the next severzl ‘
decaces or even pefore, if they cre developed at a rapié rate. ;.7

I would appreciate hearing from ycu on the.,subject,
if you have any infeemetion pertsaining to it, which ycu coula

muake available te me. - - A /5
¢ —=s el
%

' 3
'/I~/
/

[

’'s
“e




Dr. Tesla's effecta, we are unable to supply thc mtormaum you

requested.

“ orth fbackgrbund of this rice ¢
electrical. Inventqr. PBureau ‘w}ts Tiot mva'fyed in. this

o& Waa contajning his eife m done,?bi'x ihe
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:a3l'of his personal . ...
bountry's spcurityﬂ

‘dlectrical inventar,- and at ths time of his
sandeﬂectswerebeﬁeveddangerm
fell into unauthorised hands. The j
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b"lc, ducted by Bureau. Since erroneous statement concerning FBI's taking

OPTIONAL $ORM NO. 10 N . [“W o Tolson

UNITED STATES GGVERNMENT ‘ ' /’J !’Z "2?‘357
Memorandum et 2
Q . o
TO : MR TROTTE Q~ v)\ - ':.‘/ /,ﬁ DATE: 12-6"60 ;'an::n
' K 4 ORM ¥‘.§l:.e5;.llhvan -
,1 ele. Room
rromM :  A. K, BOWI%& I/[ ',/.5‘(/ '4]7 /l/c ) ::n;;g:‘_
1493 0/1/74 ‘M‘/Q .
supect: NIKOLA TESLA (DECEASED) 2 oL

INFORMATION CONCERNING 2

/ p;
y A Nep M%»

of deceased aid he is making a research study for U, S. Air Force
on subject of ge cs. His deadline is ten dqys from now. Maid
he just discovered a sentence in a book by John & O'Neill enti e
Prodigal Genius -- The Life of Nikola Tesla," whith states the FBI took
stody of papers from Tesla's safe after his death in New York City in
1923, Tesla was a world-famous Yugoslav scientist and inventor in the
electrical field who died January 7, 1943, in New York City. re-
quested immediate access to Tesla's scientific works which m light
on research study. I told we would have somebody from ,
our Boston Office contact him imm ely. _ i/))

by switchboari because he Wa.nted to talk with someone in charge of records

Bureau file 100-2237 shows no investngatlon of Tesla has been con-

custody of papers from Tesla's safe after his death appeared in O'Neill's "/)
book published in 1944, Bureau has received numerous inquiries from

scientists desiring to review Tesla's writings. Each inquiry has been

answered by stating FBI did not participate in handling Tesla's effects, but
information has come to our attention that Office of Alien Property of Depart-
ment of Justice may have examined Tesla's effects. (File indicates that 2
representatives of Office of Alien Property did actually review Tesla's r’
possessions, including his writings, but file does not show what final dispost=
tion was made of Tesla's possessions.)

A teletype to Boston Division was prepared, but before it was sent
elephoned again to furnish me the exact e in O'Neill's book in
g o!i

e refers to the FBI. At that time I told e statement in the
book was untrue -- that the FBI had not examin ken custody of Tesla's
papers. I suggestedt that he might contact Office of Alien Property.
(Therefore, teletype to Boston was not necessary.) )0~ 223 7 - /)

ACTION:

c 985 0EC 8 350

For record. ) EX , Q0 .
5%9‘{% 1 3 ]960 %“L) "'*-:'11‘) —_— 2t e— .
Bu file 100~ 2237 v b :

1- Mr. Belmont ;




)7 . wavne, Indlana
i~ February 14, 1961

Federal Bureau of Investigation 1 INFORMATION COMNTAINED

Department of Information

Washington 25, D. C. e 1S UNCLACSIFIZD .
Vear Sir: 1Eziio__sxé#¢i

I am a college student who is doing a research paper

on Nikolac%zsla. As I was collecting the material for my

panrer, I discovered that at the time of Tesla's death, the
department of the F.B.I1. confiscated the data and papers
that Tesla had crllected from his research in the field of

electricity. This confiscation of %%5 mate;%g%vwaf stated
: chier 3 'Nei

in the PRODIGAL GENIUS by J.Jl/a‘Neil, published in 1944 at

New York city by Washburn Inc.

.
. -

I have developed an interest in the discoveries and d";
accomnlishments of Tesla that is presently limited by the

shortage of factual material. If in your files, you have

'

any information concerning Nikola Tesla that you are per-
mitted to release, I will sincerly appreciate your co-

operation in helping me give the proper {ecognition 9? this
EC- 55 /007 37- ) X e
great scientist and American, gilow I have listed 3

facts that may be helpful to you; .
Bl../6 A& —
1. Born in 1856 at 3Smiljan, Crotia, now Yugoslavia “4€$
2. Came to America in 1884 and was employed for a h
short time with the Edison Co. at QOrange, N.]J.
2 isied on Januvary 7, 1942 at NMew York city

Tharking you for your time and co-operation that I have -

taken, I remain,

1 RN Yours




‘Februaty 23 1961

. ..L.. ‘.. ‘:4 t S owl

/(2‘;~ ) .““ “.A., ) , :151: -
4 N FQR’*‘lAﬂON GB’lT A\NED
ssm /)
o =4 g
S Your letter of February 14, 1961, Has-been i‘-
. received, and the interest vblch prompted you to 'rlte u L
‘appreciated. . o ;‘___.; Lt e T LT TR
. :.‘.«,,;-*:g e \"", "-‘,'::"'-" .’ .' * , *-,‘, e "... e

In response to your inquiry, I wish to advise
that our files reflect that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla
. were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien -
Property of the Department of Justice sad nf by the FBE. - .- . - ;’:45
Since we did not participate in the handling of - Dr. Tesla's .,,“ 5
effects, we are unable to supply the lntnrmanon yon desire. 7 //,Lj //d'

. [WAIES IO o “ly - . %/ /f
| FEB2 31961 | TR oo T
omem | s « “‘ 2 :
| . 7 4thn Edgar Hoover
& ‘. Director - -

NOTE ' No record could bé located in Bufiles 1dentiﬁable wlth -y
" correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr.  Tesla wasa  ° _?‘”
. """ world-famous electrical inventor, ud at the titne of his death, au{\
- .7 - of his personal papers and effects “g,v.ere ‘believed ganggrous %t@e
&(? ' fountry s security if they fell 1ntolauthorized hands. The
"Prodigal Genius, " by Jaha J.YQ!Mail, alleges that t@@@m took ‘

over a¢értiin safe and opemed it, appropriating his'property. o’ 3. :"\'

Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Propei‘ty of

the Department who did so, and the above reply is forwaige ‘in

answer to related inquiries. _

/
Tavel

Trotter RWE. jab/ . ; . }
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W.C. Sullivan J
Tele. Hoor ‘ .
lnqran D
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November <1, 1962

Federal Bureau of Iavestigation

Washington 25, D.C.

Gentlemen:
I am nmaking a study, motivated out of personal curiosity, into the

life and works of Nikoléskesla. Mr. Tesla died on January 7, 1943 in the

——

Hotel New Yorker. Since F.B.l. Operatives opened his safe and took his

vapers for examination, I wonder if these paners are availadble for perusal?
If tkey are availadle, wxhere would they be located, and are coples availadle
to the putlic?
I am a citizen of the United States, 2nd have dbeen cleared for security---
the latest oxne being for work onf}ir'Forcc Ccntracgi:fo;_Egstmhn;§9dgg;gqmpanyd
Thank you very much for any information or help ynu may be able to

give me in this matter!!

New Yorik &2, N.Y.

N e - —————

cqeen

- namn




{’ ’JL" "Q&S”.& R T o o .NovembAer 27, 1862

.u"

o 33,1 ;‘ NFQRMAT\ONGONTS\NED
' | ELEE
‘ —

" Your lettei‘ of Novembér Rlstohas been recelved.

lnresponsetoyourlnmiry Iwuldnketopoint
out that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after -
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of
Justice and not by the FBI. Since this Bureau did not participate
in the handling of Dr. Tesla's effects, I am unable to supply the

lnlormation you dosire.
| L ~ Bincerely yours,
) . s - J. Edga‘\r Hbover

 John Edgar Hoover
" Director

. NOTE ‘Buﬁles contain no record identifiable with correspondent.

. ‘Bufile 100-2237 shows that Dr. Tesla was one of the world's -
" outstanding scientists in the electrical field, and at the time of
‘his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed
dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized
"hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius,' by John J. O'Neil, alleges
that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating
Dr. Tesla's property. Bufiles clearly indicate @hai- it was the Office
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has been forwarded in answer to relhted inquiries. Dr. Tesla was
Genimt born i’ Yugosiavia and died in New York C1ty 1-7-43.
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of Alien Property of the Department which #id so,and the above reply
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TRUE COPY

b1C

Scott AFB, L.
10 March 1964.

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Sirs,

For some time, have beeb wondering about the matter
of what was reported on the late Nikola“Tesla, the inventor. He died
during early January 1943, while in re31dence at the Hotel New Yorker,
New York City. Accounts have it that his beléngings (papers, etc.) were
studied. Would appreciate learning if anything xan be learned about this.

Am hoping to be on leave, and in Washington, along the third
week of April. This is mentioned, in case it is possible to view anything
relating to the question.

Sincerely,
—
. \‘?Wf\‘\’x“““ (“Q\: (D J
'.: n\ B A
nb\“ .X:‘)

y{o)Xe: _v,‘23~3 /- Iq’

/ )
]
'b /{ fo MAR 12 198¢
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o
Your letter of March 10th has been received.

In response to your inquiry, I would like to point out
that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death,
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's
effects, I am unable to supply the information you desire.

=X
- X
Sincerely yours, 3 : S
o &
L Edgar Roovar I~ 5 o
MAILED 19 S
John Edgar Hoover %
MAR 18 1964 Director - § f
CQMM-FBI (/ X

‘/NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent.
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor,
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed
dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The
book, ''Prodigal Genius," by John J. O Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a

T -certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate
P ] ' " that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department whishdid so, and the
= above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. :

Tolson f
o SAW:mc Wikl
it 3) &Y |

]



TRUE COPY

Sir,
ir 'feg/a.

According to ""Prodical Genius, Nikola Festa"
by J. J. O'Neil (a book) some papers were taken from the
safe of Mr. Festa about 1945 yr. Is this true. If so are the

papers declasified yet? If so may I obtain a copy?
Zip 62095

b1 O . &

! "L:'“/ - )

\q Toommgiy Do Prrdlical Hoive, il 4,
Tla Ty S OY il (n book) s
W1 Tala afput 19%Syr Lo s At [1.7{’-.;6\#

: S N A ,(’/
. | 2096 N s JUN 23:1964

?’Vaﬂ& 7:. ;%‘ .

—————

c emmewrm e e



June 22, 1964

REC- 12 _

t,’., - / Tt T / /’ 5/ Qﬂx A\NED -
"t \,\‘ t \\BNC\VP‘SS\ S ~
- Sem N ¢o B Ma
B Q . ver, Illinols 62095 \“.‘[-\TE% @z o
: - s = ©
~ G i %
Your card of June 16th has been received. T E

In response to.your inquiry, I would like to point out
that the effects of Dr. Nikold Tesla were impounded, after his death,
by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not
by the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's
effects, I am unable to furnish the information you desire.

-~
M .

r.f,;,;ig;rz-o. Sincerely yours,

A, ] .

1554
Cu.., / 0. Edgar Hoover
S

NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent.
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical invento:
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hand:
The book, ""Prodigal Genius,"” by John J. O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took ove:
a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly
indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department which did s¢
and the above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries.

SAW:uiy (3)
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OREGON STATL JNIVERSITY " CORVALLIS, OREGON 97331

Reply to: DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SCIENCE

SCHOOL OF SCIENCE

* March 28, 1967

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Department of Information .

9th Street &§ Pennsylvania Aven, N.W.
Washington 25, D. C. 20535

U INFORMATION CONTAINED
“TEIN IS UNCLA®SIFLED

Dear Sirs:

I am a student of the history of science at Oregon State University, and
I am attempting to write a research pﬁger on a very eccentric scientist
who died in 1943. His name was Nikola~Tesla, a naturalized American of
Serbian extraction, and he died in his hotel room in New York City on
January 8, 1943.

During the years leading up to World War II, Nikola Tesla supposedly
invented a '"Death Ray' which could destroy several hundred aircraft. Mr.
Tesla was a very prolific and creative genius during his early years but
gradually became something of a crackpot in his old age. As a student of
the history of science, it is important to determine whether or not Tesla
had any valid ideas in the plans for his death ray. Tesla invented the
fluorescent light and also was one of the first scientists to discover
X-Rays--hence there may be some possibility that his death ray might
actually have been some crude type of laser.

In Tesla's biography, 'Prodigal Genius", by John J. O'Neill, the author

states on page 277: =
"Operatives from the F.B.I. came to Tesla's hotel ' Aﬁ;

room shortly after his death and opened the safe
in his room. They took the papers that it con-
tained in order to examine them for a reported
secret invention of possible use in the war..."

I am trying to locate Tesla's secret and unpublished writings concerning
his death ray. I have searched the literature quite thoroughly and’have
found nothing. Does the F.B.I. still have these papers or can you tell
where I might be able to obtain these writings for examination? Any
assistance or information that you may lend me will be very much appre-

ciated. 0- 7.0 27
4 QkC Ag, incere ours

ol
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Oregon State University
Corvallis,“Oregon~973%1

= N

0-
Your letter of March 28th has been received.

In response to your inquiry, the effects of
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office
of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by the
FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's
effects, I am unable to furnish the information you desire.

1967

APR3
COMMFBL .

Sincerely yours,
1. Edgar HOOVET

MAILED 30

John Edgar Hoover

é.{f’;
3 Director l// :

» B
D NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 1
; A correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a j;,\ (l\
( \JU\ world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his death, §*
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to
the country's security, tf ithey. fell into unauthorized hands, ..The
book, "Prodigal Genids," by 'John J. O'Neil, ges thdt the FBI
took over a cer{@m safe and opened it, appropria ting his praperty.
Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Offic QfAlien Prapelty of

the Department which did so, and the above eply 1s forwarded in
answer to related inquiries. g,
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TIN5 WBIERS, 1969
E'E:-.;_in: IS UiiCLASSIFLED
Dear Mr. Hoover, DATE 2 3.7 BY g gg . QZé

In the year 1943 the F. B.I. confiscated all of the papers
and maybe some of the machines of physicist, Nikola"Tesla. These
papers were his experiments and ideas at the time of his death. Accord-
ing to the books I've read, these papers were confiscated on the grounds
of the enemy getting ahold of his ideas and apply them to war machines.

I have studied all of the material on this man and have
found him to be more intelligent than the great "Bram" of his time,
Thomas Edison.

Why without Nikola Tesla there would be Westinghouse
Company as we know today. This is the man who harnessed Niagara /
Falls, and was the one and only man who could see the possibilities of
Alternating Current when men like Edison said "it would never work. " / _

What I am wondering is, maybe these papers could be
reclassified from whatever '"Top Secret' classification they now have
and be made available for study by the people who understand and can
gain knowledge from them.

I would be willing to pay for reproductions of his experiments
if nothing else. He still has a great many ideas that have never been tried.

It disturbs me to think that everyone has forgotten about
the ideas of this man when he was so advanced for his time.

I can say with assurance that no man alive can say that he
knows all of Tesla's ideas. And studying other men's ideas is the way

to advance in science faster. St 00/*‘1(9\
. A I hope something can be done to get these papers _rel_easeq.
‘, .-" PO VAR ¥ BN
3w
-; ’ A Thank YOU, - G o
AT . J/Co~- =227
O vy . /S/
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Your letter of February 25th has been received.

In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Prop-
erty of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since we did
not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable
to furnish the information you desire. @:pgpyf of your .commaunic¢ation
has been referred to the Department of Justice.
Sincerely yours,

MAILED 10 . Edgar Hoover
MAR 4 - 19683
: Q"?D

COMM-FBI

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were

% .-’)Z believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthor -
".;\\Q’n( ized hands. The book, '"Prodigal Genius, " by John J. O'Neil, alleges

. that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his

g property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Prop-
erty of the Department which did so, and the above reply is forwarded
in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to Assistant
Attorpey General, Civil D1v1s of the Department.
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biC S
Lincoln Park, N.Jd. 7035

April 8, 1970

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Director of Central Records
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir: ,\);kol&

I am doing a reseafch paper on Nickola Tesla and would
appreciate it if you could please provide me with the
following information.

That information being why did your Bureau impound his
personal effects immediately after his death on
January 7, 1943. Secondly, could you provide a list
of those effects, and lastly, when were they released
and to whom were they given.

Thanking you for the information

b7C
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April 14, 1970 '
V4 \//' .
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PTEZAF-42 B
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In reply to your inquiry of April 8th, the effects
of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you desire.
A copy of your communication has been referred to the Depart-
ment of Justice. for any help it may be able to offer.

Sincerely yours,

1 Edgar Hoovet
n .
MAILED 9 ‘ John Edgar Hoover
APR 141370 Director A
,,r\’ ‘,~‘.
ﬁ /4 COMM-FBI % .
NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with corresponden..

' Tolson
Del oach

Walters
Mohr
Bishop
Casper
Callghan
Conrad
Felt
Gale
Rosen
Sulliven

Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Hesla was a world-famous electrical
inventor, and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and
effects were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, '* by John J.
O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,
appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the

iee of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above
2

Sover is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred

Soyars
;;’i:eﬁﬁpR stant Attorne dr General, Civ “/dl Division o

f the Department
Gandy LAIL -«OC‘ 'ELFTYPL UNIT A N
I\/II'IB (‘f] (3 4 P
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N C 57\3 30 B Sty
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, mivie

Director,

Federal Bureau of Investigation,

Washington D. C. 0

Dear Sir, O WIF L tes /e

I am writing this to you as I believe that most of the government is infil-
trated with foreign agents, auid there is a very good chance this could be of extreme
importance for the defenee of our nation.

I met a man a number of years ago that was raised on Long Island in the
neighborhood where Mr, Tesla, inventor of the Tesla Coil, had his lab. ‘He told ae
of Mr, Tesla's notes blowing down the street when the junk men were dismantling his
equipment., It would be a wonderful thing is some of these notes were salvaged and

could be found.

Mr. Tesla was at least a century ahead of his time. He sent radio signals
around the world seventeen years prior to Mr. Marconi, who received the credit, and
pioneered many fields. He was so far advanced that he had to invent a special math
to keep up with his work.

He, on several accasions talked before the scientists of the werld and
became very angry at their inability to understand him, and due to this was violently
disliked and cdidnot receive acknowledgement for his discoveries. One of the notes
read by this man told of the radic transmission of electricity being brought to a
high degree of effiency. _

Now here is the thing that should be investigated throughly. During myl
High School education, in the winter of either 19-25-26 or 1926-27, I made a
currant events report on an article appearing in a small publication of that nime
that was received weekly at the Troy Highschool, Troy Montana. It stated in tais
article that Mr. Tesla had made an offer to the Congress of the United States that
if they would install radio transmission towers at every 150 miles around the border
of this country, that he would install equipment that would broadcast a vertical
plane of energy beyond the atmosphere through which no material object could pass
as it would shatter or lose it's monecular coohesion. It was refused.

There is a good chance that this data is in the files of congress. What !

a defence, and boy do we need it. Ex-uz‘ REC'3 SN - ; 7 ! ‘
of mag-

I have had some results along this line with structured vortice
nretic fields, but do not have the technic,l equipment or know’cdge to carry out

further experiments. The theory is quite simple and deals with partitte=accelerat-
ion, and it works to the best of my knowledge. 0 Jllic o
e o I\J/
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July 15, 1970

REC3 /00 —2 237 - |
“Fn“‘"AT\O\\C'“lTA\NED

k1C b ‘:t;“}" \bmcux S\Hg{)% »

Your letter was received on July 13th and the interest

your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after
his death,- by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice
and th_e FBI did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belong-
lngs.IIn adéition, this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of
the?FHeral Government and matters such as you mentioned do not
eome withln the scope of this Bureau's authority

' Sincerely yours,

J. Edgar Hoover

l which prompted you to write to me is appreciated. With respect to
!

MAKED q
JUL 15 1970
COMM.-Fg/

- John Edgar Hoover
Director

S NOTE no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and,
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized
hands. Bufiles indicate that the Office of Alien Property of the Department
- ap(propnated his property and replies similar to the above have been used

o angwer related inquiries. Py ;
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NABNASSET, MASS
01861
6 DECEMBER 1971
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
WASHINGTON, D.C.
Dear Sir:

I have recently begun a collection and reading file of all
matters pertaining to Nikoléﬁresla. In so doing I was amazed to find
that upon his death; Jamuary 7, 1943, in NYC, your bureau confined
his paperse May I ask if you still "have them in Jail", I aﬁ extremely
interested in his work(s) and am trying to establish my own "Tesla"
librarye. Your assistance would be greatly appreciated,

Very truly yours,

RIE ,

NABNASSET, MASS 01861 g -2237- 70
; - i
i




December 14, 1971

-2237 7 9’ “LL INFORMATION CONTAINED
- HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .

_ DATEZ=3-€¢ B

,@c

b1C =

/7 'ZL - Your letter of December 6th has been received.

In response to your inquiry, the effects of
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and
not by the FBI. We dié not participate in the handling
of Dr. Tesla's belongings in any way. Copies of your
gormunication and my reply have been referred to the
Department of Justice.

Sincerely yours,

" J. Edgar Hoover
99 ‘ John Edgar Eoover ‘ -1;ﬁ;}?_
%‘ Director /q' -
H > pY 3 -

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record correspondent. Dr. Tesla
was world-famous electrical inventor, and at death, his
effects believed dangerous to country's security. "Prodigal
Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges FBI took safe and appro-
priated his property. Above reply previously given to same
inquiries. (100-2237) Material sent to the Assistant
Attorney, Civil Division, of the Department.
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Federal Bureau Of Investigation
Ninth Strezt and Pennsylvania
Northeast Washington D. C. 20535

Dear Sirs,

Upon rea ding a blography on leolézgésla, I found the urge to
read more cn hin and his works. At the end of the ook it was
stated that the F.B.I. went to his hotel room gatheréd up his
papers and locked them in a vault, The thing I would 1like to
know 1s the real reason they were locked up and if it would be
possible to see some of these records and any other works of

his.

I can think of only one possible reason at to cause of his
records being locked up and that 1s because he was too far
advanced for his time. This s-ems to be the only logical
solution, but, with technolo:y much more advanced now than in
his time it would seem likely that scientists take over where

he left off.

Please let me know If I can look at the records and if you can
please answer my question of the real reason his records were

locked up.

| ey [0S S22 TP




October 31, 1972

Lt IFORMATION CONTAINED

{::CEN 1S UdCUﬂ/})
78415 DATE_ 2.3 -2 BY. W

5§

‘ 0
Your letter was received on October 26th.

In response to your inguiry, the effects of Dr. Kikola
Tesla were impouncded, after his dcath, by the 0Office of Alien
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since
we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings,
I am unable to furnish the information you desire. I am forward-
ing a copy of your communication and of this reply to the
Department of Justice.

Sincerely yours,
L, Patrick Gray III

L. Patrick Gray, III
7 - MAHED 8 : Acting Director

 00T311972 \
L

| (¥

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bufile 100-2237
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and
at the tifwe of" hiE death, all of his personal papers and effects were
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into
unauthd¥ized hands. ¥The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil,
alleges thatthe fBI took over a certain safe and opened it,
appropriating hlé p perty. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was
the Office of Alien ‘Property of the Department which did so, and the
above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy of
letter referred to Assistant Attorney General, ,Civil Division of
o the Department.
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April 11, 1973

tLIN FOR“'!ATION CONTAINED
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DATEZ«,B;SQ.B
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Your letter was recetved on April 9th.

In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Property
of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since we did not
participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to
furnish the information you desire. A copy of your communication and
of this reply have been referred to the Department of Justice.

Slncerely yours,
SRR 6 4

L. Patrick Gray, Il
Acting Director

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. (Buﬁle 100-22317 reflects
that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his
death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to the
country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The book, '"Prodigal
Genius, " by John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and
opened it, appropriating his property Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the

Mr. Felt

Office of Ahen Property of the Department which did so, and the above reply

. Bak
v calmm—  is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. /Copy of letter refexrred to the
\r.Cesld — A gsistant Attorney General, Civil Division gf the Departmeént. )
Mr. Gebhardt
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June 2C, 1973

federal Bureau of Investigation mer ane T AIMED
Depvartment of Justice ' r'rdf.fﬁT\J:.dJ;é”‘JlE

treninsien, B ¢ 1S URCLASSIFED
m,@z;ﬂaxféz%/ﬂé

Gentleren:

I would 1like to knoq:}r any microfilm or other

recroductions of Jikola Tesla's notes and papers exist at
vour offlice. Tesla was a famous scilentist who died in

Yiew Vork City. The Federal Bureau of Investigation entered
his safe shortlv after this to remove his papers for
examination for the war effort. After the war the papers
were offered to any grouap that would start a museum to
house them. No one accested and the pzapers were finally
sent to the Tesla Museum 1in Belgrade, Yusoslavia, sometime
in the e~rly 1950's, possibly Just before 1954. Tesla was
the inventor of all ac motors and the polyphase systerm, as
well as all flourescent and neon lamps. He was a major
sioneer 1in the early days of radio and discovered many

of the earl: grinciples of radar. He declined nonination
of a “obel Prize. He was a naturali,ed citizen of America
and said he valued his citizenship papers above all his
awards and possessions. Despite thils, all his papers were

sent to another nation.

I would like to exacine some of his papers from 1899 and "\
later without having to fly to Yugoslavia. I have only N
seen a condesnsed copy of his research from Colorzdo fg;-

.’?\‘\'_'

Springs, but am unable to obtain copies. The principles
and eguipment are rather out-of-date and well-known, but still J

useful in my research.
I would greatly appreciate help in this matter.

REC2 R

b1C

P.S. Tesla died in January of 1943 and shortly after &ieds —
the papers were rexoved from his safe. The original

corles of these papers were sent abroad prior to 1954, as

I believe it was in that year the Yugoslavs founded the
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EX'IDQ ' ' June 27, 1973
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Your letter was received on June 25th.

In response to your inquiry, the effects of
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the -
Office of Alien Property of thie Department of Justice and
not by the FBEI. Since we did not partzczpate in the
handling of Dr. Tesla's belonginas, I am unad ble to furnish
the information you desire. A copy of your communication
and of this rerplv have been referred to the Department
of Justice.

Sincerely yours,

S
x W
& williamD. Ruckelshaus
»f?' William D. Ruckelshaus N
g Acting Director j {
/ . s s
OTE:; Bufiles indicate one letter to correspondent dated E‘
-15-66 in reply to his inquiry regarding the Air Force's
roject Blue Book and UFCsdghtings.gBufile 100-2237 reflects
hat Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and Y=
at the t}me of his death, all of his personal papers and effects i\)
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell
t into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by —
- John J. O'Ngill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe (;;
tahen — and opened 1t,.appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly —,
s — indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the '
x?——- Department that did so, and the above reply is forwarded in B
mn__ answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to the
~ES—  Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division of the Department.)
,W,.___"‘nm.cmc (4) .
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' ’ Mr. Mizn
. Mr. Eardley _
I Mrs. Bogan _
—“—__—
i Respectfully referred to: '
1 Congressional Liaison B
\ Federal Bureau of Investigation
: Department of Justice
20530

Washington, D. C.

Because of the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inquiries and communications,
your consideration of the attached is
requested. Your findings and views, in
duplicate form, along with return of the
enclosure, will be appreciated by

- e

Se;;zgz\ﬁaifPackwood

Form #2
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Sparrevo

“Klaskay " 987Lo

20 Jun: 1973

Bear Senator Packwood,

!

Though in Alaska tamvorari‘y wo*?ing oir @ military contraei, I still eonsider mryself

an Onegon resident, hence it is to you ithgyh I wwit . /
RN . I .
ot |~:-. 165-' 4

nz Cunceh physicist.,

During pfr days at Reed College, I became inbterecied in a faseinati
Nicolai~Tesla, Proffessor Tesla emmiz ratad g thi co.nt~r in tie Wenling, I
1eve, and did soms of his most or1glnp1,-ex\ osla had a meculiar hend of mlnd,

in his younger days he was often called ¢ mad scicitist, and Gid not pubiish
extonsively when he came *o the US, Mosh of the cxtant ralnnry material s in
uantranslated Czech, Tesla W3S Jowavpr, an cxtersive nots saker, 1w thou,nt it
strange that upon his death, nonc of nis notes v iis Arerican n2vliod ovpr
nieared, Jpon discussing trhis with 2 friend, T war informed that all of ir, Tesla's
xn~¢" were confiscated by the FRI., I canrat concziv: how those noles on physics
#ni elecvricity can in 4oy way endznger the national safet; e It seems Hhat Mr,
Hinover in nis zeal, had confiscated matezjal wnose ounly sin wes a radical appreach
science, There is indication that mue': ¢ “rolessor Tecla's later Wwork couceraed
» very rovel aprroach to tirs theory, nzodlsss to say, it bus veen radical approaches
o ohvsiss that have ceen our gireatest scicatiftic adrances ir medern times,
< I3 .

' &L
> E2 et S Hei nAapr 2
Ye [Tt "v...‘.ng ..lSe.a-.'.,. g, e v Gle

~

v
TA

-

I waz wendering if your office mizht be zhla o determine if these papers are

st11l extant, and if so, see to it that the public has acces:s to themy It would
bte a shame to see all of Nicolai Teslas work to have besn in vain,

Plazse axcuse my typirg, in all the thousarnids of words I typed trying to get 2
1liberal e=ducation, I never dld master the typewriter.

i

IENCLOSURE




July 5, 1973

.Honorable ;ob Pab;:vood r’ U’ ‘N\:ORMA’T\SF QS\HED
United States Séna.{:e ‘ \".ERE‘N \S U“C ""‘W
Wzshington, D. f?. 20510 DA-\-E . «gﬂ B

Dear Senator Paékvbﬁ&:

This iZ/to acknowledge receipt of your communication
nc

dated ne ng a letter fromw your constituent,

- MY who is temporarily employed in Alaska,
|o7Q In response to° nr*mquiry, central files -

<7 the Felerzl ?ureaw of Investlgation indicate that the

effects of Dr. #ikola Tesla werc impounded after his death
by the Dffice of Alien Property of the Department of Justice
and not by the PBI. Since we did not participate in the
handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to furnish
the inforration you desire.

I am returning your enclogsure as you requested.
8incerely yours,

williamD. Ruckelshaus

¢ William D. Ruckelshaus
Acting Director

Enclosure

1 - Portland - Entlosures (2)

Mr. Felt

xgﬁ; 1 - Congressiona Serv1ces Office - Enclosures (2)

w. Clevetand . NOTE: Bufiles cordial correspondence with Senator 570
Nr. Coneed - Packwdod. -Mr. is not identifiable in Bufiles
w. Jenkins ___ Bufile 100- esla was a world-famous
el s~ electrical and at the time of his death, all of his

\r. Soyars personal d effects were believed dangerous to the countr
o mpsl —  security th ell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodic
Tele. Room —— Genius," by Jo J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a ce
o e safe and op ned it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearl
o s - Eiﬂ@iﬁqte hi ét was the Office of Alien Property of the Depar’

\tr. Conmy nd the above reply 1s forwarded 1n answer to re

Mr. Mintz
. Eardles 1ncu1r1e

Mrs. Hogan %, /M'mbﬂ ) TELETYPE UNIT ] }1" L/ (e g‘ - A /

r -
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July 19, 1973

{%f 5 5 |
A \MC‘ N L

IS URCLASSITAED

Lt it S PO
-t

AR L

ichardson, Texas

Dear

Your letter was received on July lstg. In
response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla
were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI.
Since we did eat parti;ipatznin the handling of Dr. Tesla's
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you

! desire. A copy of your communication and of this reply have

been referred to the Department of Justice.

3 Sincerely yours,
£1373 gé‘uL_ﬁbuex

@
Fet Clarence M. Kelley
Director

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. (Bufile 100-2237
aoc. 0. reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and
Asst. Dic.: at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects
QMWS were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into
e unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill
alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,
appropriating hig property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was
the Office of Alfien Property of the Department which did so, and
the above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy
of letter re ed to the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division
of the Depar

Gen. lav.
ident.

Inspection

tntell.

Leboratory
Plon. & Evol. __
Spec. Inv.

Training

. N »
Lega! Coun. J kb: cmce ( A)"‘\ O !
Cong. Serv. A { \ ‘l ,5
Corr. & Crm. - TR s

Research ,. . "\ J' \ -
Press Off. “L VS ’\Jl}" A\l l‘.’
Telephone Rm. __ A s

Director Sec’y . MAIL ROOM [ TELETYPE UNIT ]
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Clarence M, Kelley-

Director : e :
- Federal Bureau of Investigation o A
Washingten D.C. 20535 1 . ,“ ‘ F') ‘V‘AT'O"] CO'\ITA'NED B

R Risdant e N

[ ST ;;wLn‘!“thCLﬁ\SUWrD 7
Dear Mr, Kelley. ‘ -; . ' ﬁTE 7 342 BY

Alqo. to what pereen were the'perloined papers delivered? Namesu

of the agents invelved weuld be appreciated. As to’ what happened

to any other effects of his. that ie preﬁgblghS’question more ably é:
.. RECES/o0— 2-2-37— 2

answered by the 0.A, P.. yet 1f Bureau agenta partic:.pat:edﬂn SLTEMPEIE

they may have done so on other occasiom. If the persons;vwher‘dgdwn

epen the safe were NOT FBI agents, then we are faced wﬁthzchezggcz=na

that perseons aparently pesed as Bureau operatives, an even more

,wwf interesting situation. Pebbhaps this whets your own curiesity ab €

g-2-73 CORRESFONDENCE
fﬁ!J</4"1h - , : 1) -







Assoc. Dir.
Asst. Die:
Admin.
Comp. Syst.
Files & Com. ___

Gen. Inv.
Ident.
Inspection
Intell.
Laborotory
Plon. & Eval, __
Spec. Inv
Training
Legal Coun.

Cong. Serv.
Corr. & Cem,

Press Off.
Telephone Rm. __
Director Seg'y

b £
LY H ‘

MAIL
‘1

RWE:ncr (3) _,,(\; o
/. /

August 2, 1973

1 [MEQRMATION CONTAINED
r::r._'.usumcm SIF
DATE 2-3-8% Byﬁ%/

Your letter, which was received on July 30th has
been reviewed and I would like to point out that FBI Agents were
not involved in removal of papers from the safe of Dr. Nikola
Tesla, nor did we at any time have custody of his property.

I realize there have been some written accounts
that our Agents acquired Dr. Tesla's belongings; however, these
accountg are simply not true. You can be assured we were abso-
lutely not responsible and there was no impersonation involved.

Sincerely yours,

C. M. Kelley

Clarence M. Kelley
Director

NOTE: Correspondent had written in mid-July and asked about the effects

of Dr. Tesla and he was advised that the Office of Alien Property had
participated in removing his effects from his hotel room. A copy of his
communication was referred to the Department of Justice. Bufiles indicate
clearly that after Dr. Tesla's death some relatives opened the safe in his
hotel room with the help of a locksmith and, thereafter, the Office of :
Alien Property confiscated all of his belongings. Bufile 100-2237 mentions :i
that the FBI was advised of the existence of this property; however, inasmucl
as the Office of Alien Property was handling Dr. Tesla's effects, the

Bureau had absolutely no hand in the entire matter,

JRARZ ‘:{)‘/J

% ﬂ*EiETYPE UNIT (]
v ) A




June 9, 1975

Federal Bureau of Investigation
U.S. Department of Justice
Washingtcn D.C. 20535

Sirs:

We recently contacted the San Francisco 31

office and a review of their files revealed. i
. 'QT.esla - '

information concerning the scientist Nikol®#
or his papers which we understand to have L=2en

impounded.

If you coculd make a thorouah investigation-~" "
of all files and materials available to you, we
would greatly appreciate the correspondence of
any information that might be discovered.

Thank you,

.....

CONTANED o

. \q\c(\‘\\\b\“ O\ CQ‘\F\ED
\‘.'Z'.\.“’\'\\ \S
E
DR 166 - 2227 - 20/

',,,.u/ ("7
2 - /’f”/

o e p)

i
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Assoc. Dir,

auly' 7, 1975
2 -

aa v-mwm\mx c0"! TA\NED

,--c S U\lCU\SS\F 3
230 B

This will acknowledge your letter of June Sth.

In response to your inquiry, the papers of
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, utto;' his dsath, by the

Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justics.
Sincerely yours,

C. M. Kelley,

Clarence M. Kelley
Director

S3——LFhe—Beputy-Attorney-General——Enclosure
-Attentiont+—Susan—M—Hauper—

NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was a

world famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by
Office of Alien Property for national security reasons.
Since Teslat!s death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous
inquiries about the disposition of his technical papers.

oep. a0 adm. . The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries.
e A0l —  Bufiles contain no information identifiable with requesters.
Admin. .- ."'
Comp. Syst. dbb.:tgg"’ : (a) -
Ext. Affairs ___ , -
Files & Com. __ 7 VaRd LT
Gen. Inv. "'n o L!t:"

ident.

Inspection
intell.
Loborotory
Plon. & Eval. __
Spec. Inv,

‘ming

wn,

Rm

APTETIS
MAILED 7 \

JUL? 1575
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-
" Kenslngton, Md. 20795

13 November 1975

Mr. Clarence Kelley

Director nz;,n:qn-“y“q,,CqNTA:.,
FQB-I. { ==~ - . P :_ rie .
Washlngton, D.C. 20535 - *f&,gatL‘CLﬁ»o'lgD

~ATE 23 g0 B{g@%@
Desr Mr. Kelley:

v//

In reply to the letter of 10 November from your office:

I restate that I was not asking about the existence or
non-existence of any investigative infermation e

L, ‘I:nlg but on his teechnical papers seized on his death
in 1943 and reported in the papers of that time.

The reason given in the reply from your offiee, the
second paragraph, as to why I eannet get any inferm-
ation on Tesla's papers makes ne sense in itself er

in reply to my inquiry. The thtid paragraph stating
the conditions under which & search will be made

is @ clear bureaucratie circumvention of the Freedom

of Information Act and an excuse on_ the part of the
individual handling my request forfﬁoing any work be-
yond the drafting of a letter. «Will it be the decision :
of your office to let the situation stand like this? ;

A8 I stated in my first letter, I am fcllowing up the ;
Tesla data for a magazine article. I am tempted to have &
your reply of the 16th printed and run nzationally as 4
an example of how bureaucratic manoeuring is used to H
get around the FOIA. Does the bureau need more of this

type of publicity?

It 1s disheartening to see an agency entrusted to uphold
the law using its resources to mock the law.

e
é“i{ /,'j




/§56.57 <k Wovenber 26, 1975
Voo — oo - 577

11 {“FORMATION CONTAINED
=571 1S UNCLASSIFIED

, This will acknowledge receipt of your letter
to the Bureau on Rovember l‘thuub

In response to your inquiry, the papers of
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, atte; his death, by
the gffice of Alien Property of the Department of
Justice.

Sincerely yours,

C. M. Kelley

e Clarence M. Xelley
- Director

1; ~. 1 -~ The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure
Attention: Susan M. Hauser

'———-! NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was
a World famous electrical inventor, and at the time
of his death his personal papers and effects were

Aesec. 0. impounded by Office of Alien Property for National
ber. 4D Adm. . Security reasons. Since Tesla's death in 1943 the
Des- DI — Bureau has received numerous inquiries about the

Asst. Dir: . . . . .
e disposition of his technical papers. The above
ceme. sy, — reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries.
Ext. Affoirs ____
Files & Com. __

Gen. tne. af:gid  (5) |
&:JM“_,ﬁszﬁ6}’ A

Intell.

Leborotory
Plan. & Eval. _
Spec. Inv. . i

Training

|
W

GPO : 1975 O - 569-920

Lego! Coun.

Tetephone Rm.._ "“‘ s _ .
RQirgctopSec’y - IL ROOM (] TELETYPE UNIT S ATy &
DET Ao 5 — L JHEA

- - : e R e
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. . Y 1 ACTION
-y " "ROUTING AND TRANWWA TAL sLIP
V' TO vame, office symbol or location) INITIALS geiRCutaTE
Alan McCreight DATE COORDINATION
Rm. 5435 - JEH .
2 INITIALS |l FILE
DATE INFORMATION
3 INITIALS ::;::.:uo
DATE PER CON
VERSATION
4 INITIALS JSEE ME
DATE SIGNATURE
REMARKS
FOIA L1C

Do NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences,
disapprovals, clearances, and similar actions

FROM (Name, office symbol or location) DATE

10/21/75

Susan M. Hauser .
HONE
2145

OPTIONAL FORM 41 €48—16—81894-1  352-103  @rO 5041-101
AUGUST 1967
GSA FPMR (41CFR) 100 °11.206



- Kensington, Md. 20795

17 October 1975

Freedom of Information Act Recuest

Deputy Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20535

Gentlemen:

I am writing an article for a magazine on early twentieth
century inventor cnd want to obtain information on some
papers of Nikola that were seized by the FBI on his

death in 943. é/’ 11/7.

Tesla invented a number of elec¥rical devices and because

of the war and because Tesla was born a Yugoslavian national,
it was probably considered a measure of preventitive safety
to hold in safekeeping papers that might have any bearing on
national security.

I would like to find out: 1) if the FBI still has the papers;
2) if they do have the papers, what must be done to see them;
3) if they do not have the papers, who does have them or what

happened to them? >
(0223728
I would be very grateful for your help with thls. < _
{s
e
/Y . ;
L"\‘JQ/V ..‘;’.A
10 e

-

] . L,)J
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B i zznzy. 2 Novembes 10, 1975
' LAY '

st EARMATION CONTAINED N

AREL YRR

vr=men IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE.Z 3-¢0 B 72
This is to acknowledge receipt of your Preedom of

Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request forwarded to the FBI
by the Department of Justice on October z2nd.,v

Maryland 20795

In response to your request for files pertaining
to Nikola Tesla, please be advised that in order to preserve
the privacy of an individual who may be the subject of a
similar inquiry, it has been necessary for the PEI to maintain
-+ the practice of not indicating whether we do or do not have

’Q‘
oo such information in our files.
S
g = a If you can provide notarized authorization-:from
- fi. ' Mr. Tesla's next of kin directing us to release to you any
5 > information our files may contain concernirg him, we shall
L@ thereafter search our files and advise you accordingly.
;, Since we have not conducted a search of our files,
@\ please do not infer that we do or do not have the information
you requested.
Sincerely yours,
? ,
C. M. Kelley, |
Assec. Dir. Clarence M. Kelley

Dep. AD Adm. _ Director
Oep. AD inv. __
Asst. Dir.: ( %’)

Admin. 1l - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure

Comp. Syst. ___

Exr. Aflairs __ Attention: Susan M. Hauser

Files & Com.

i ?Q;Z#/vas (s) :
Inspection ____ . i ' N --/‘

intell.

Leoboratory .
Plan. & Evel. _ /,
Spec. Inv. < :'-

Troining .

Lego! Coun.

Telephone Rm. _ / .
Dl’z""‘: Sec’y —  MAIL ROOM /T LE}"YPE UNIT D | %// . GPO : 1375 O - 569-920
02 DEC301975 "7 202 AT
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Raynhami<
April 20, 1976

M?. Clarence Kelly
Dize or | o CONTANED
gD

Washington, DC a1 R\Cf\m\”\‘“

Dear Mr. Kelly:

Mr. Allen and Mr. Ruchlehaus, former acting Director of the
FBI, contacted me in 1973 regarding gthe unavailability of
American microfilm records of Nikola Tesla's unpublished diary
(now in the Belgrade museum, arranged by month per folder).

At the time I discounted the possibility that these unpublished
discoveries had military significance. But because of experiments
now under way at Hill AFB, I now suspect such military
applications exist and feel it imperative that you be notified,
particularly in view of the fact that the Soviets have primary
access to the entire collection.

Two photos of each page exist. Ve

After Tesla's death, scientists from the Navy and 0SS performed :)
a cursory examination of the diary and notes, which if my

memory serves me correctly, was one month long, hardly enough

time to decipher Tesla's torturous handwriting. Though Tesla

wrote in English, his penmanship was small, blurred, and as

difficult to translate as a foreign language.

According to the museum director (1971), the Soviets had made
copies of some portions, but not the Colorado Springs diary,
which numbers 500 pages, 20 that directly pertain to ball
lightning, and 20 or so relevant to the equipment construction.

(We copied the most significant portxons but feel more existsg
Q&ngx REC-52 , o5 /76/

havewgggghég§ocia jec gmmg§la fon_ ourmyéarxm:ha

Just completed an article for my magazine, EDN (an electrical ! ;

engineering magazine), but only with the very recent receipf,  __ __ .

of an unpublished manuscript from John J. 0'Neill's book

(PRODIGAL GENIUS) did I place credence on Tesla's later claim vav QAT

to milifary applications. Incidentally, some of O'Neill's SEE 'i’L

descriptlons were inaccurate and exagerated, as we have excggggg,,ﬁ,”,"fggﬁm

Tesla sults and are familiar with the experiments. At any

rate, ¢ erezﬁfi three possible military applications.

~

ARV
Y2 Cho




First, Tesla claimed that the lightning balls (which destroyed

his equipment) could be used to des ircraft. I have r1(:‘
talked to AF personnel --such asdﬁengineerma}: . b h
Micro Networks, who saw one inside in flight--and !
found AF personnel fear these 'rf balls,'" as they call them.

Second, it is a suspicion of mine that ball lightniﬁg, if
injected with lithium, could produce a cheap fusion bomb. )

Third--and this may be no more than a suspicion--thepropulsion
mode of ball lightning involves electro-gravitic interaction,

by which means air vehicles of revolutionary configuration may
be constructed. There are no presently-known laws of physics
that can account for the propulsion (400 mph or so when following
an airliner). Other hitherto unsuspected applications may

exist.

None of these applications were the goal of Project Tesla,
which centered on producing ball lightning as Tesla did and
Studying it as a plasma confinement technique for fusion
reactors. Incidentally, Tesla's claim to setting up standing
waves on the earth's surface (wireless power) was erroneous

and involved techniques similar to Project Sangyine, that (l
is, using the earth's atmosphere as a waveguidihis b_'

*

aware of our research).

P.S. By a copy of this letter, along with the enclosures,
I am notifying the C.I.A.

Enclosures: 2
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Fusicn energy: will experiments

Paul Snigier, Associate Editor

In the vast and empty hangar
where the first atomic bomb was
assembled, a man-made light-
ning storm is now being un-
lcashed. The voltages of these

in ball lightning provide the key?

cheap and endless energy
source—fusion power, or the
energy source used by the stars
and sun. The fuel is deuterium,
or hcavy water, that can be
inexpensively extracted from
ocecan water to provide mankind

L

Highest voltage continuously oscillating
damped-wave lightning generator (ever
produced by mankind) creates a
current of 1100A at 12.5 MV! Subsequent
improvements raised this to a peak
current of 2200A at 20 MV. Further
improvements could conceivably pro-
duce bolts that exceed natural lightning
(100 MV)!

lightning  bolts—20 million p=—=""=T~e" *”"Pv'-!rm'ﬂazst};;.gv '-4;47_; EEA LT I S
volts—are the highest discharge | . N
voltages ever produced by man. P
Project Tesla, headed by 27
Robert K. Golka and Dr. Robert | PR AT
W. Bass, is an attempt to A '
artificially duplicate one of re .
nature’s rarest and most terrify- A I
ing phenomena—ball lightning. o """?‘j Jd e
The experiments are based upon F77°, "y "7 tTYTTEY
the unpublished notes of Nikola ;,“ H _ g ) j T !
Tesla, who, in 1899 at his = i ) | e
Colorado Springs laboratory, & . . O | B
used a secret magnifving trans- . . Rl 7} Fa
: mitter to produce 1.5-in. light- x| T &ML -
k ning balls that floated for 30 sec. T -
The encrgy surplus
s Many physicists, including the
3 eminent Dr. James Tuck, found- L . :
': er of the U.S. fusion program, v / ’ ":
E believe that the lighining ball R : \{ ,
e ~q: ~ 7
! holds the key to a fantastic, L/‘Q_Qw__-__(%‘?_éi '_":":_ < S USRS

. a " A . —— - LT TS e e v i e g
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with millions of years of oy,
- Unfortunately, prog. .. in
~fusion rescarch, which has
centered on magnetic confine-
ment and laser implosions, has
been frustratingly slow and full
of unplecasant surprises; and
scientists warn that success
could be as far off as four
decades! But if these promising
experiments under way >t Wen-
dover, UT, arc successfue,  ..ew
-nexpected confinement
technique _ could unleash this
energy source.

In scarch of nature’s secrets...

Ball lightning, a glowing
sphere of red, orange or vellw
plasma, often materializes dur-
ing lightning storms and floats
about, often against a strong
wind. The ball may bounce
along the floor and, on occa-
sion, the sphere will “slip”
through glass without breaking
it. (The author recently investi-
gated one such case in a
hospital, in which the lights
were damaged.) At times it
materializes inside or even
outside aircraft in flight, seem-
ingly impervious to deformation
from the wind force.

Witnesses of ball liphtnir

have included such notables as’

Niels Bohr and Victor \Weiss-
kopf, the Director of the MIT
Physics Department. Another
witness was Secretary of State
Dean Acheson, who reported
seeing it cross the breakfast
table aboard the presidential
plane.

The accidental formation of
ball lightning has been observed
about once per year for the past
decade inside building 985 at Hill
AF Missile Radiographic Facility,
UT. The volleyball-size fireballs
drop out of the space adjacent to
the high voltage supply of the 25
Mev linear accelerator.,

The ball of blue fire floats

‘down to the floor, rolls around

randomly and then rises again to
the power-supply area where it
dissipates without detectable
damage. Despite troubleshoot-
ing, no explanation can be
fecund for this occurrence.

On one occasion, lightning
struck the building—a large
concrete structurc with a 60-it.
ceiling inside—and, simuitane-
ously, an intensc sphere of firc
the size of a tennis ball formed
above the conduit on the wall at

arly shoulder level. It moved
aiong the wall for a distance 1
some 30 ft., floated out and
around the neck and shoulders
of a person standing ncar the
wall, moved back to the wall and
continued along for several fect
until it intercepted a dupler
outlet on the conduit. At this the
ball exploded, causing elec-
trical damage throughout.

A new state of matter?

No presently known laws of
physics can account for the
stability and bouncing of fire-
balls unless it in€ludes surface
tension. This hitherta unob-
served state of matter is a new
concept, since plasmas have
never previously exhibited such
strong surface tension. Also,
presently known laws cannot
account for the propulsion.

Project Tesla has developed a
rigorous mathematical model of
the lightning ball’s absolute,
asymptotic, fluid-dynamical sta-
bility. Initial computer studies
indicated a density range of
10"-10"" ¢m™, with a tempera-
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. Whon Tosh was talPing as a sciontist %e Vias oppo‘M td’scwe ih‘,V‘ d
wars on moral, oconomic and all practical and theorctical grounds. disow
But, like most scientists, whon ho stopped thinking as a scientist, -«
and let his emotions rule his thoughts, he found exceptions in .'u
which he felt somo wars end situations were justifieble. As a = c'eimg,lwt
scientist he was unwilllng to bave the discoveries of scientists . H;L‘,4
applicd to the pruposes of ver makers, but when.the emotional phase cvv
of his nature took the ruling position he was then willirng to apply-«-rerme’.
nis geniusto devising measures that would prevent wars by supplying-,./
protective devicese. ' . fky& ng Le

L 2

This attitude 1s cxemplified in the following statement Serediiop Sanc

vhich he prepared in the twenties but did not publish: .oafler ol

YAt present meny of the ablest minds are trying to devise
expcdients for preventing a repetition of the awful conflict which is
only theoretically ended: ard the duration and main issues ol which I
correctly predicted in an article printed in the Sun of December 20,
1914. The League is not a remedy but, on the contrary, in the opinion
of & number of competent mcn, may bring about results just the oppo-
site. It is particulerly regretteblc that a punitive policy was
adoptod in framing the terms of peacoe becsuse a few ycars hence it
will be possible for nations to fight without armies, ships or guns,
by weapons for more terrible, to the destructive action and rango of
which there is virtually no limit. 4ny ¢ity at any distance whatso-
cver from the oncemy can bc destroyed by hiw: and no power on earth can
stop him from doing sco. If we want t¢ avert on impending calonity eond
a stato of things which may transorm this gloece “nto en inferno, wc
should push the cevelopment o’ flying machines and wireless lransuission
of energy without an instant's delay and with all the power and re-
gources of the nation." :

- - . P - ..

Tesla saw preventative possibilities in his new invention
which ombodied "death ray" characteristics and which was made several
years after the foregoing statement was written. He saw it-providing
a' curtain of protection vhich any country, no matter how small, could
uso as a protection egainit invasion. WU“hile he might offer it as a
defensive ‘'weapon,:  however, thecre would be nothing to stop military
mon from using it as a weapon of offense.
¥hile I did not kncew the nature of Tesla's plan I was con-
vinced that it did embody many discoverlies that would be of &omzmer-
cial value, and these vere the angles he should seek to develope. I
folt thet 3f he could be induced to develop some minor phase of his
work that would have immediate commercial use he could derive an in-
corxe from it which would enable him .to. proceed vwith his more elaocrate
plans. To this end I sought to galn some insight into his thoughts,
~ that would eneble me to get a practical plan in operation. Tihiz was
no sccret :to Tesla and he successfully parried every thrust I siacec.

The clcarest conception I got, and that was lsrgely from
scattered remarks, and oy moking deductions fro:a thef:, conccrned a
possiblo manner in which ono phase of his curtain of protcction
might operate. This was a "wer'" angle end ag such {t ‘d1d not intercat

//6/V' -2 T ;7 {//




! mo, but since 1t inv~Tved "lightning balls," or "Iirc balls," 1 vaus
i VETY curiouse Fii . .1ls had always fascina . 10, and I had recad

/
o overything I coulc ay my hands on about the:

"A fire ball is a strange phonomenon associated with light-
;ning. Somo of the energy of the lightning stroke appears to becoms
locked into a ball shaped structurc vhich may be of any size from a
couple of inchcs to a foot in diameter. It looks like a perfect
srhere, brightly incendescent and floeats like a bubble, being eucsily
carricd by a;r currcnts. They may last for a short time, from a
fraction of a second to meny scconés. In this interval, during
which they stuy fairly close to the ground, they may como close to
many objects without demaging them or being damaged by them. Sud-
denly, for no knosn reason, the tall explodes doing as much demage
as a bomb, if-close to structures, and no damage if in the open.

© The firc ‘ball looked to me like a glgantically enlarged
model of the tiny clectron, one .of the building bloclis of matter,
which acts as if it were just a cpherical esrca of space in vhich an
amount of energy was crystallized to give it structure. I felt that
if 1t werec po$ssible to discover -how-a:large amount.of ensrgy wes °
storéd in this fairy bubble structure of a fire bsll a new insight
might be gained into the structure of the electron and other funda-
mental particles of matter. #Also this method of stoxlng energy
could be applied to a thousznd uocful purposcs.

YVhen I approached Tesla uith pleas alon" this llne ‘to de-
velop this possible phase of his discovery hc would evade direct ro-
vly by 1nJu1g1ng in a, not always, tolcvant lcctur~e on my gullability
in bclicvinr thecorics zbout the complex siruciurc of the ztom. Txhile
. he had in C"Ilier veers discussed somz of his experiraces with fire
balls in his laborstory at Colorado Springs and expleined unis thcory
of their formation, he would not in the later yecrs permit himsels
to be drawn into a discussion of them as a possible part of his sys-
tem. This, of course, made me suspicious that the elue was "hot" but
I could be completcly wrong in my conclusions. Tecla was very quiclk
in dctecting my technique when I sought to parrow down a fleld by
"trying to get him to deny statements when, he was acamant to direct

questionse.

= Tesla became familiar with the destructive characteristics
of fire balls in his experirents at Colorado Sorings in 1899. Fe
produced them quite by accident and saw them,.more than once, €xplode
and shatter his tall mast and also destroy apparatus within his
laboratory. The destructive action accompanying the disintegration
of a fire ball, he declared, takes place with 1nconceivabel violence.

‘He studied the process by which- they were produced, not
because he vanted to producé tbem but in cruer to eliminate the con-
‘ ditions in which they were created. It is not pleasant, he relatod,
] to bhave a fire ball explcde in your viclnity for they will dcstroy
L enything they comoe in contact with. -

It %ill bo nccessery to reconstruct his statcments from
very fraguentary notes and a long distunce uiemory.




fpParasit=oscillati s, or circuits, within tr main cir-
cult wore a sourcce ° uanger from this. causec. . Feunts of resistance
in tho main circuit could result 1n minor os. llating circuits be-
tween terminals or between two polnts.ol resistance and these minor
circuits would have a very much higher period of oscillation than
the main circuit and could be set into osclllation by the main cur-
rent of lower frcquency.

“Even when the principal oscillating circuit was adjusted
for the greatest efficiency of operztion by the dimination of all
sourccs of losses the tire balls continued 0 occur but these wvere
dus to stray high froequency charges from random earth currents,

YFrom .these experiences it became apparent that the fire
balls resulted from the interaction of two froquencies, a stray
higher frequency viave imposcd on the lovier frequency free oscilla-
tion of the main circuit. .

"as the free oscillation of the circuit builds up from
the zero point to the quarter wave length node it passes through
various rates of change. .- In a current of shorter wavelength the
rates of change will be steeper. When the two currents react on
each othcr the resultant complex will contain a wave in which there
is an extremely stcep rate of change, and for the briecfest Instant
currents may move et a tremcndous rate, at the rate of millions of

horsepcvwer.

"This condition acts as a trigger which may cause the total
energy of thejyowerful longer wave to be discharged in an infinites-
melly sm2ll ‘interval of time and at a proportionately tremendously
great rate of energy mo—rement which cannot confina itself to. the
meta: circuit and is releasea into surrounding space with incon—
ceivaolo violence. “

- It 13 but a °tep, from learning how a high frequency cur-
rent can explosively discharge a lower frequency current, to using
the principle to design a system in which these explo:ions can be
produccd by intont. The following process appears a possible one
but no eviaence is available that it is the ono Lesla evolved:
- An oscillator, such as he used to send power wirclessly around the
esrth at Colorado Springs, is éet in operation at a frequency to vhich
a8 given warship is resonant. The complex structure of a ship would
providc a greet number of spots in which electrical oscillations will
be set up of a much higher frequency than those coursing through the
- ship as a wvhole. 7Tnese parasiste_currents will react on the main
current causing the production of fireballs wnich by their sxplosions
will destroy the ship, even morc effectively than the explosion of the
magazine which would also take place. A second oscillator may beused
to transmlt the shorter wavelength current.

© Somevhat later I learned the reeson for Tesla's reticence
to discuss detalla. This came shortly after Stanley Baldwin re-
placed Neville Chamberlin as Prime Minister of Great Britain.

Tesla revealed that he had carried on ncgotiations with
Prime linister Chamberlin for tho sale of his ray syatem to Great
Britain for $30,000,000 on the basis of his prosentation that the
cdevice would providc complete protection for the British Islos
against any cnemy approaching by sca or air, and would providec an




cifensive voapon to “'dch thicro wac no Gelfensec. He woa conviuced,
ho decMxrcé, of Li . .ncerity of lMr. Chamber’ i and his intent to
_adopt-the devico ¢ 41t would have prcvented  ~ outbreak of the
thém threotening w. , and would have made pos. .ole the continuation-
undor tho duress vhich this weapon would make possible. - of the
"working agrcement involving France, Germany end Britain to maintain
the stutus quo in Lurope. Whon Chaxberlin falled, at the Munich
conteronce, to rcetain this state of kuropean equilibrium it was
nocessary to get rid of Chamberlin and install a new Prime Minister
vho coulé make tho effort to shift one corner of the triengle from
Germany to Russia. Baldwin found no virt v in Tcsla's plan and
precmptorially ended the negotiations.

Tesla vwas greatly disappointed by the collapse of his ne-
gotiations with the British Govermment. Viith it there collapsed his
hopes of provicding a demonstraticn of hls most recent, and, what he
considorecd, his most important discoveries. He did not, however,
dwoll on the jubject; beyond the single conversation ho did not moen-
tion the netter again. He did not get another chance to financoe the

demonstration of these discoveries.

During the period in which the negctiations werc being

-carricd on, Tesla declared, efforts had been niade to steal the in-
vention. His room had been entercd and his papers exeminod but the
thioves, or spies, left empty handed. Therc wos no danger, he said,
that his invention could.be stolen for he had =t no .time committed

any part of it to papcr. He could trust his mczory to preserve cvcfy

fine dctail of his investigations. This"was true, he said, of all
of bis later major discoveries. '

The nature of his system r~kes 1little diffcrence now; he
Pas gone and has taken 1t witr. him. Perhaps, if there is any com-
munication from becyond the veil that separates this life from wvhat-
ever exists hereaftcr, Tesla mey look down upcn earth'!s struggling
mortals and find some way of dropping a hint concerning what he
accomplished; but, if the situation is such that this cannot take
plece, then we must awalt until the buman rscc produces another

Teslae. '
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Thank you for your letter of April 20th, with

l enclosures. It was certainly most thoughtful of you to

furnish us this information, and your interest and

courtiesy are indeed appreciated.

Sincerely yours, }. o

MAILED 6 P
' C. M. Kelley T
APR 301976 : : g2
R " Clarence M. Kelley c: e -
F81 ‘" _ Director = " kj‘1<:’,,
NOTE::' ‘Bufiles indicate limited correspondence with_—_‘ -
last outgoing 6-27-73,. in reply to his request concernin ]

papefs of Dr. Nikola Peslas Dr. Tesla was a world-famous
electrical inventor, and at the time of his death in 1943,
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous
to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands.
A;;“°“~-‘I‘he book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill, alleged that
ep. AD Adm.
Des. a0 1. _the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his

a0 property. Bufiles indicated the Office of Alien Property of
g::;:j:yhe Department of Justice did so. Bufile 100-2237-23.
Ext. Affoirs ____

Filcs&Com._CAM:mh (3)

Gen. Inv.

Ident.

Spec lnv,

Training
Telephone Rm.

irgcPpe
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pespectfully referred to:

FBI

~¢ to tne attached inquiry in
enclosure.

Please respoi y i

duplicate anc return the
you for youdr coopcration.
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Assoc. Dir.

Dep. AD Adm. __
Dep. AD Inv.

Asst. Dir.: ’
Adm. Serv. 4
Ext. Affairs ‘

Fin. & Pers. __
Gen. Inv. -

Ident. __ |
;

Inspection !

H

Intell,
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Legal Coun. ___
Plan. & Eval. ___‘
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——
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Honorable William"Proxmire
United States Senate
Washington, D. C. 20810

Dear Senator Proxmire:
IDII(L This will respond

enclcsing the letter of Nr.
_WisconsinlS32c%

The -effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department
of Justice and not by the PBI. 8ince we did not participate
in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to
furnish the information you desire.

A copy of your coernmication and of this reply are
beinc referred to the Department of Justice and the encleosure
te your caormunication is being returned as reguested.

Sincerely vours,

C. M, Kelley

Clarence M., Xelley
Director

Enclosure ,

1 - Assistant Attorney General - Enclosures (2)
Civil Division

1 - Milwaukee - Enclosures (2)

1l - Office of Congressional Affairs - Enclosures (2)
NOTE: This response is consistent with past responses to
inquiries of a similar nature. Bufile 100-2237 reflects
that the Office of Alien Property took possession of

Dr. Tesla's papers following his death.
DJC :mmd /mib (3)

Assoc. Dir. ) . —
Dep. AD Adm. LIS N /h 4 ( AT MAILED I o
Dep. AD Inv. ___ i K gt ;.E}o";'

Asst. Dir.: "4 L.
Adm. Serv. L:" JUN 2 3 mﬁ .
Ext. Affoirs 9 .
Fin. & Pers. ___ | a Lt P <
Gen. Inv. ¢ FB' . .
ldent. e s e— s U T
Ingpection \.
Intell. \ f\ . e - .
Loboratory 1 \ H "y ~
Legal Coun. vl h 1 W)
Plan. & Eval. : H /
Rec. Mgnt.
Spec. inv. ______ bfl‘ :
Teaining ‘ \‘

Telephone Rm. ___

Director Sec'y _

Wy
SNt £ 7
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FBI/DOJ
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’hngust 6, 1979

k;1(L ga Oak, -c ”gtgh 8073

- Tt r—— .
o

ur recent letter requesting information conccrniﬁg
Dr. N has been received.

The effects of Dr. Tesla were impounded, after his
death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of _
Justice and not by the FBI. We have no preprinted material
available for public distribution regardirng Dr. Tesla. How-
ever, under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act
(Title 5, United States Code, Section 552), requests have been
made in the past regarding your topic and there may be docu-
ments available to you under Title 28--Code of Federal
Requlations.

If you are interested in seeking such documents
under the Freedom of Information Act, you should make a .
separate inquiry, clearly marking the envelope and letter as a '
Preedom of Information Act request, and direct it to the
Director, Pederal Bureau of Investigation, 9th Street and
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20535. In the

—Ddetter you must request documents regarding the specific topic
—qf |[interest to you. . REC- M
m N
. gi { Sincerely yours E&J@l )
; @ ?/ /90~ RA3]—: &
R S William L. Bailey i '
< Assistant Director . 2 AUG 7 1979

ST |

*3ﬂ$k#—-ur “Underwood - Enclosure Do —_— v e

D:th:‘_'Room 6958 L '

Asst. Dir.: (This correspondence responsefmay engender a future FOIA in-

Adm. Servs.

Crim. lav. qury ) ;o '.' -

Ident. DI -

el _NOTE: Based upon availatle ;nformat;on. ¢orrespondent is not

t::g;:dcntlflakle in BRufiles. e P

Plan. & Insp.

Rec. Mont BHM:1ch (4) i

Training __I:" o v ;\ ' L / g s ’.\l i -

Publlc A"s off. __ A, / / "'/ B ;' - B ;l - ) Fos T




- Memorandum |

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

@, 0

&

4 190165042E0

t Assoc. Dir, _ __ __
Dep. AD Adm. __.
Owp. AD Iav, _ ____

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT_ . ...-UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Asst. Dir.

. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Adm. Servs. ..

Crim. Inv,

lntell. ..,.:.:
Loboratery _ _ ..

paTe: 2/25/80 Legol Cove. ...

Plon. & lnsp.

[

Rec. Mgnt. ___

7.“. s."‘- ———

b Teaiming . _

: Public Alis. OH. ___.
Telephose Rm. .

Director's Sec’y ___

FREEDOM OF INFCRMATIQY ACT DISCLOSURE T\O‘\PA.VYA“QED
REGARDING DR. NIKOLA' AEVNRAS
_ IK ESLA 1 mmm\l\l\ HE).

PURPOSE: : s -

To reduce time spent on handling of requests for
information on captioned subject and to promote uniformity
of disclosure.

DETAILS:

A search of FBIHQ central records indices reflects
that Dr. Nikola Tesla is carried as the subject of Bufile
100-2237. Virtually all information in this file is inquiry-
type correspondence. For purposes of FOIA releases, copies NG
of this material have not been made and requesters have been :

'so advised. Copies of the remaining material in the file

totalling 29 pages, however, has been processed for disclosure.
Numerous requesters have sought information relating to N
Dr. Tesla under the FOIA. Therefore, it is recommended that N
the disclosure documents maintained in Bufile 190-16504-4 be -
considered the preprocessed rélease appropriate for responses .
by the Initial Processing Unit for any further requests for
information on this subject.

RECOMMENDATION : N

That the Initial Processing Unit, FOIPA Branch,
Records Management Division, add captioned case to their
list of preprocessed cases and bapndle any future requests
for such information. //gi -~_¢2, ALY — A

- : T |4_~30

1C
‘\u&\ ¥FQQ£
RN

MAR 27 1580

_._‘.‘_.-—‘

100—2231/

eah:¥a§ (7)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan rELCod
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

_ABerTR0710/79)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF_ INVESTIGATION

T

INTERNAL ROUTg.'ACTIOF\' SLIP

70'; BLDG. : ROOM NAME "TITLE,ORGANIZATION 71" » _BTDG. " ROGM ) NAME/TITLT '.,"IGAh[z:f:Y o8 Tis
s luu Mr. Colwell 238 ’
' JEH {7110 'mr. Boynton 235 JER 6995
JEH | 7110° Mr. Mocre 233 _ JEH | 6994
: I
‘ S
JEH $829  Mr. Bailey/Rogers 211 . JEH 6927 LHIEF, UNIT A/Secretary 314
i JEW | 5829 iMr. 0'Brien/Lass 211 1 A Team
] : i RA : ! Z' Team
£ -
JEH | 6296 !Mr. Flanders/Woleslagle a@ [yn:u 6959 ::msr,_.'”n,' o 314
jOPERATIONS SECTION S BA:__ Team__
Jen | 6992 Mr. Ervin/Poston 314 [ RA: Team
 JEH | 6993 er. Tierney/Poston 314 JEH " 6975 CHIEF, UNIT C/Secretary 314
: ! lsa: . Team
JEH | 6280 CHIEF, TAR/Secretary 314 : _SBA_~o T .. team
= b QUG 2o
: 1 ESA: :‘ R 1
| | ! |3
H iAttn:
! J'H y87 jCHlEF, FIELD COOR. B
! []/ (SAi__ 6786 CHIEF, UNIT E
! é 2 ‘Attnd i SA: Team
({ JEH | 6958 cnret IPU/Secretary 314 | RA: Team
1 | i SA: JEM : 6387 'cun:_r, UNIT F/Secretary 314
:At.tn:“ i I SA: Team
Jen | 6363 ‘File Duplication e | ! ; RA: Team
JEH | 6268 [Tickler/Index Group 314 ) r i, 7/ !,
t JEH 6992 Leave Clerk 314 d /(W e
- - >\
T JEM | 6348 |wWord Processing Center 314 | .~ , / — //'
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DEl ISE , /

FEDERAL GOVERRMENT 9 FEB 1981

WASHINGTON,. D.C. 20301

RESEARCH AND
ENGINEERING

[Py
Il MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SUBJECT: Papers Recovered on the Death of Micola Tesla (U)

(U) We understand that the FBI may have possession of.a number of papers
found after the death of Nicola Tesla in 1943. N1co]éJTes] was a brilliant
electrical engineer (i.e. the Tesla Coil) who was a pioneer in various
aspects of electrical transmission phenomena.

(C) We believe that certain of Tesla's papers may contain basic principles
which would be of considerable value to certain ongoing research within the
DoD. It would be very helpful to have access to his papers.

(U) Since we have really no idea of the possible volume of these papers,

we would be happy to provide a researcher who could assist you in reducing

the magnitude of the search. If there are further questions, I am the _—
point of contact within the DoD and can be reached at 695-6364 or 695 7417 3

Gt { Hae P

Allan J. Maclaren

STER LtColonel, USAF
Military Assistant
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