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TO · : Direct or, ?BI ( U6-2713 )' ~ ' • DATK: 5/!6/ 55 ' 

·- ·! \ 
now: ~ ... \~4C, San .. Franc:tsco (116.;.lf.f83) , . ~ 

"fNf .. {. ·. . I t) 
IUBJBC't: EDWARD TELLER .... ~ • I J : 

AEA - E 0 ri I ~ ~ ....,.. fJ • . .... _/!Jrr r 0 lJ C- h e cAw G (' J re lte 1'"1 
SM - C .r Y 1' ' - ,j 
11 # J i) r h (!, ,. .5 rD r A· T'"tJ /IJIC. £ l'IC ,.\7 .:r.v /t>l'lij .• m ... I 

Enclosed,herewith are six copies of the report or SA \ 
KEITH G. TEETER dated 5/6/55 at San Francisco reflecting the · 
results of interview with subject as directed by Bulet ~ 4/14/55 • 
An extra copy~is report has been enclosed~in the.eV.ent dis- b7E 
semination to L.._l..s desired. . \ ) 1 

Dr. TELL~ was· courteous and cordial upon interview. ~ I 
He expressed his desire to cooperate with the Bureau in any manner ~· 
possible and indicated an understanding of the Bureau's responsi~ ~~ 
bilities in the field or internal security. ! "b 

. , I 
TELLER was advised that his interview along th lines ~ 

reported was not to be construed as caating ·any suspicio upon his ~· 
activities but that the FBI desired to be certain that he would have ' 
an opportunity to report any attempts to obtain claseified informa-. 
tion £rom him, to point out the possibility that he might be approache~ 
and to request hisjcooperation in reporting any approachlimmediately. ~ 
In response TELLER1stated that a person ' in . hia. position 'hould · l 

, certainly be ~der suspici.on . at all. times: could not be too care- · 
\ fully scrutinized, _and that he personally would not be ~fended by t l ~~- such suspicion and·scrutiny since it might protect him from making 8 
( r1 ~ a mistake inadvert~ntly. d 

f ~~ TELLER s~id that the protection or classified inrorma-
t • r·.. tion had been a source of constant concern: to him and that he had 
~ ~ attempted to scrupulously comply with all regulations concerning 
~ ... '"" ·the handling of su~h information.· , ' · j 
r l ;-! When requested lh~l''lie l&l'lai'eiz.l. for contaQ;s tltat might 
t ... ~ ~ 'IDe considered as an approach fdr £Classified information, 'trELLER 

; I i ;:1 . asked how he could ldetect sli<fbi)UhiQtPT.~ach. He was· advis:ed in H 
~ ,., general terms of the possi'bility that his scientific, soc'ial, or 

·;iS civic contacts mi~t inco~riteSdff Jil~t . to determine his attitude 
1 ~ towards cooperatio~ .with thEI·'Sov~ets or the Satellitesr particularly 
1 with Hungary since the is from that country: It was powted out that 
L th.e form of such ~ approach would . be almost imposs!_bl_fl' 1!o predict 

· -s:tnce·~ the po ssi:birt'~iesar~-so numerous. · . . ·~ ,., 
1 

'I r....,. 
. ' ~ ~-~-- 1-:1-J- t•-

A!RMAIL REGISTERED ~e ~ .&/- s-: .... r.- ju/_ , · • 
EN~SURES 6 . ~ ~ , ~ -..- 6 ... S:.. . -.. ~. ~~3 I) -.a-: . 
"f~f=MtW 23 8 ~- ;u, .., ~ 
.. 1 cc SF 100-25660-I ('"t~~) us l~AY 9 1955 

- . ·-· I(, ... ;J 7/3 
--..;.._:_ -- - --·--­....... ._._ .. ~--_ ___,_.,..._ ------
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'l'o: 
From: 
Re: 

-- . 

... 

Director1 FBI (116-2713) 
SAC, SF \116-4183) 
ED_WARD TELLER; AEA-E, SM-C 

- -- . - --------

.... . 

..., . 

TELLER mentioned such things as invitations to scieAtific 
conferences, r~quests for reprints of his published articles, rand 
his acquaintance with scientists of Hungarian origin in the United 
States as possible means or establishing contact with him. He 
said, however, that be had no reaso~ to think that any of these 
activities were unusual, and none of them had aroused any suspicion. 

TELLER· said that he had not been out or the United I 
States except for trips to ·Canada and the Pacific Proving Gro~s, 
since 1948 or 1949. He said he has routinely received invitations 
to attend scientific confe~ences and congresses in Europe butlhas 
consistently decli~ed these invitations because of the pres~ ;r 
work. · He asked what· the FBI·• a recommendation· would be with regard 

•to travel to Europe in the event he decided to attend any function 
there. He was advised that this Bureau has no jurisdiction over 
the movements of any person into or out of this country. Rial 

- attention was call~d to the fact that the Atomic Energy Commission 
requires certain a~mlnistrative procedures of "Q"-cleared personnel 
prior to foreign travel but that the FBI has nothing to do wi~h 
these procedures. · . ... · · · j 

_ , It was specifically pointed out to TELLER that he stiould 
.not conat·~e our r~quest .for his cooperation in such a way as.jto 
curtail his activities along any line or to interfere with hi~ work 
in any manner. He ·was tur.ther advised that it was not desired that 
he attempt to deve~op any information concerni'ng situations wli.ich 
might be of interest· to the FBI. He was requested to merely tiring 
these situations· to our attention as he becomes aware of themlin the 
cou!se of his normal~activities. 

At one point in the interview TELLER was asked wpat action 
he would take if someone asked him for classified information. He 
said he would tell the individual to 'ngo to hell" and would report 
the incident immediately. After further conversation, TELLERjstated 
that upon further reflection, perhaps_it would be better if h were 
noncommittal under such circumstances so that the way might b~ lett 
clear for the Bur~au to properly evaluate and possibly take advantage 
of the approach af~er it was reported. TELLER said he vished!to 

-~1 ---vhank-the-1-nt·e'r-v-iewi:ng-agent-tor-pointing-thi s-out .• -He-said-he had 
' thougH; about what he would do under these circumstances and had 

t previously decided that a quick and absolute refusal to cooperate 
would be the best thing to do. He said he could now see and 
under$tand the desirability of remaining noncommdttal, a course of 

\ action which had never occurre: :o-him. 

\' • I .. 
l_ 

- ---- -------- ·'-- + 

.. ,. ___ ., __ . .... ·----
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To: . 
From: 
Re: 

Directorf FBI (116-2713) 
SAC, SF 116-4183) 
EDWARD TELLER; AEA-E, SM-C 

' It is noted that in the interview TELLER advised that 
he had supplied inf'ormation to ARTHUR ROLANDER, Deputy Dire~toi-, 
Security Division, AEC, Washington, D.c., which he was hesitant 
to :furnish interviewing agent. This situation was tully reported 
in my tel of 5/2/55land is not being repeated·herein. j 

~ As a result of the interview of TELLER, it is felt tHat 
he has a genuine desire to assist the Bureau in any way h'e c·an,l and 
it is believed that ' he now has a bett.er understanding of the manner 
in wh!ch ·such assistance can best be rendered. I 
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F;:DERAL BUREAU OF Jrl.V2:3TIGATION 
U. S. DEfl"ARTMENT GF. JUSTICE 

CDr;lMUNiCATI~t~S SECTIOll 
I 

MAY 2-1955 

---------

' 

' REBUI.: T APRIL FOURTEEN LAST. TELLER INTERVIEWED MAY TIJO, FIFTYFIVE, BY 

SA I H G. TEETER. ADVISED NO SITUATIONS WHICH HE RECOGNIZED OR 

SU PECTED AS DIRECT OR INDIRECT APPROACHES FOR CLASSIFIED INFORMATION. 

ADVISED HE WOULD BE ALERT FOR SUCH APPROACHES AND ~oJOl,JLD REPORT THEM . \ 

IMMEDIATELY. HE ASKED HOW HE COULD DETECT AN APPROACH. WAS ADVISED IN\, . . ~~ 

GENERAL TERMS .OF THE POSSIBILITY THAT HIS SCIENTIFIC, SOCIAL, OR CIVIC~ 

CONTACTS MIGHT INCORPORATE· AN ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE HIS ATTITUDE TOOIARD ? 
COOPERATION WITH SOVIET OR SATELLITES, PARTICULARLY vliTH HUNGARY, 1 ~ 

SINCE HE IS FROM THAT COUNTRY. IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT THE FORM 6F AN~I 
APPROACH \vOULD BE ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO PREDICT. TELLER MENTIONED ~1 

INVITATIONS TO SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCES, REQUEST FOR REPRINT OF ARTICLES,~! 
ol 

AND ACQUAINTANCE WITH SCIENTISTS _OF HUNGARtA~;Oli-~l,N~·I'~.!·? .... S;_ ~ a 
POSSIBLE COVERS FOR ESTABLISHttG cf!l~ttyr LSAI~.J!.~D ~.~R~.~SOl!JO ~­
QUESTION ANY PARTICULAR IN_g 'A~,~~f•lf~~AcQ(lliiNtA·N~ES. l ~· 
TELLER MENTIONED THAT R~"ili:L11: ·~E Ht{jj(;GIVEN AR9Hl#fA~~sAM§sR,; DEPUTY b 

,.JDIREC.~OR, SECURI.:~~ISION, AEC, WASH.,_so~ lll!WRM,ATIQJil_lfll{~CH MIGHT 

"l E'1~y~1 19 ~·- 1/-.-~:::.~-: !.:t~· ~~ <; ;.., ; _/._:· ·'·;~~ r/ ~-/) 
ni.:f"A~·:::~·'f . ..,, .-.,.?"/ ! .. ·." · -· '( 6-rf- .z:. ~~ ~, .• .-... , ('/ ' ~ • ••• I~ 
~~oiO ~-"'· ·· fl· . . .. ~~-. ~ ·- · : '""~' / .. -- "' 

J' >t"n r ·, s - r-·~ .- .· .... -.-.· "- > 
, .-'( H ... ' I It, , ........ --
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' 
PAGE TWO 

POSSIBLY HAVE SOME BEARING ON THE MATTER UNDER DISCUSSION, BUT PROBABLY 

WOULD NOT. HE SAID THAT FOR PERSONAL REASONS, HE WISHED KNOWLEDGE OF 

THIS SITUATION TO BE LIMITED TO AS FEW PERSONS AS POSSIBLE, AND WOULD 

PREFER NOT TO DISCUSS IT AT ALL. ON THE OTHER HAND, HE WISHED TO· 

COOPERATE FULLY AND WOULD DIVULGE THE INFORMATION IF ROLANDER APPROVED. 

HE THEN ASKED IF THE AGENT WOULD OBJECT TO HIS CALLING ROLANDER IN 

v1ASHINGTON. THE AGENT ADVISED HE HAD NO OBJECTION AND TOLD TELLER HE 

SHOULD DO AS HE THOUGHT RIGHT. TELLER THEN MADE THE CALL AND GAVE 

ROLANDER AGENT-S NAME AND IDENTIFIED HIM AS QUOTE A REPRESENTATIVE OF 

ANOTHER AGENCY END QUOTE. HE THEN TOLD ROLANDER HE FELT INFORMATION HE 

HAD GIVEN MIGHT POSSIBLY BE OF INTEREST TO AGENT BUT WAS HESITANT TO 

RELEASE IT IN VIEW OF CONCERN OVER DISSEMINATION. TELLER DID NOT ADVISE 

ROLANDER OF NATURE OF INTERVIEv1 AND NOTED SPECIFICALLY THAT AGENT HAD 

NOT ASKED ABOUT OR INDICATED ANY KNmvLEDGE OF THE MATTER THEY HAD DIS­

CUSSED. ROLANDER ASKED TELLER IF AGENT REPRESENTED A QUOTE FOREIGN OR 

DOMES TIC END QUOTE AGENCY, TO WHICH TELLER ANStvERED, QUOTE DOMESTIC END 

QUOTE. ROLANDER THEN TOLD TELLER THAT DISSEMINATION TO OTHER GOVERNMENT 

END PAGE n10 



' 
PAGE THREE 

AGENCIES IN THE MATTER THEY DISCUSSED \•lAS BEING HANDLED BY HIM. IN VIEvJ 1 

OF THIS INFORMATION, TELLER ADVISED THAT HE PREFERRED NqT TO DISCUSS THE 

MATTER WITH AGENT SINCE ROLANDER WOULD FURNISH FBI WITH INFORMATION OF 

INTEREST. TELLER SAID HE COULD SEE NO OBJECTION TO A CONTACT WITH 

ROLANDER BY THE BUREAU IN WASHINGTON SINCE THE LATTER IS A'&JARE OF OUR 

INTEREST. TELLER SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED THAT RESULTS OF HIS CONVER­

SATION WITH AGENT BE BROUGHT TO ATTENTION OF ROLANDER PERSONALLY AT 

EARLY DATE. AFTER PHONE CALL, TELLER VOLUNTEERED THAT HE SUSPECTS, BUT 

IS NOT SURE, THAT PRESSURE OF SOME KIND HAS BEEN PUT ON A RELATIVE OF 

HIS IN HUNGARY. HE DID NOT CLARIFY AS TO DATE, IDENTITY OF RELATIVE, 

OR REASON FOR PRESSURE AND WAS NOT URGED TO SAY MORE. HE DID SAY THAT 

THIS SITUATION HAD NOT INVOLVED HIM AND HAD NO ESPIONAGE RAMIFICATIONS 

TO HIS KNOWLEDGE. HIS RELUCTANCE TO DISCUSS BASED UPON FEAR THAT 

HUNGARIAN GOVERNMENT MIGHT LEARN THAT HE SUSPECTS PRESSURE ON RELATIVE. 

ABOVE FOR INFO OF BUREAU WITH SUGGESTION ROLANDER BE CONTACTED THROUGH 

LIAISON, THAT OUR INTERESTS BE EXPLAINED, AND FOR CLARIFICATION OF 

MATTER DISCUSSED BY TELLER WITH HIM. REPORT FOLLOWS. 

END AND ACK PLS 

8-0SPM OK FBI WA BLW 

TU DISC 

WHHELAN 



•·· • FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

NY 5/17/55 

FD=36 

I:Jrr. Tokin'm"'" -­
Ur. Pa::>f.Gme·"''"'­
]lr. Nichoho·----

11:-r. B~l'J:Il,o..,.(·­
Mr. Hc~rho __ 

· Mr. Mohr __ _ 
· :Mr. Parcons_ 
:nrr. Rc::;e,·"" ~-
:Mr. T8mm:.wm'---

Transmit the following ,Teletype message to: rea'\.}'\ Dttr.Sizoo--
/', () Mr. WiT.tter.l'owtL 

UNSUBS, .ALL3:-:!·.:..;D-'E:i:JA.Lf TO APPROACH B:m!.A.L~D TE.G.G"' -:tfele. Room.. __ 
Ai~l) orrTffiRS J:FOH ATOl"'liC "ENEHGY :GIJFOl1N,:.£•rr·m.f;- :cfSP-Hu:---- -~· H~!lo~"r.!.-.... 
---------------------- ss l'>Il."'-3 -

Rebutel 5/13/55 and bulet to ~an Francisco, .~~5=·~=:~ 

l!.'D'd.ARD T.:t!;L.G,J:!;R did not contact .NYO to date. For 
infoo 

KELLY 

{!)Bureau 
l-San Francisco 

{ I . -

REOORDED . 17 
~, __ 

,,-::::; --
I 

l~Y 65-16953 

~...!.-~~~+~~~:-=-::· Sent ___ M.· Per __ _ 

Charge~------==========================~-~~ 
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r.cuu.u.-.oo~ BUREAU OF INVESTIGh···---- . 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

1D:RTEL 
Transmit the following i/i'~~message to: 

FBI, S!J.IJ" FRANCISOJ (65-New) 5/20/55 

~OR, FBI 

0 
UNKNO':.'N SUBJECTS; Alleged Plan to 
Approach EITT.ARD TELLER and 'Others­
f9r-Atonu.c- Energi Information 
ESPIONAGE - HU -

ReBulet 5/9/55. 

TELLER contacted through secretar,y on 5/20/55 for interview. 
Advised TELLER just back from trip East; under heavy schedule; needs 
rest and departing Berkeley again on 5/22/55 to be absent until 5/29/55 
on Standard Oil consultancy trip to Texas'and Louisiana. TELLER requested 
interview be deferred until later, if at all possible. In deference to 
his desires, interview not pressed and appointment made for 5/31/55. 

Report of interview will be submitted by 6/6/55. 

Jl:ffi HAIL - REGISTE.'RED 

KGT/elt 
(6) 

1 cc: New· York (Info) (AH REG) 
1 cc: 1:iashington Field (Info) (flli HEG) 

I Mr. Be{~ont] 

COPlf.3 Dl:31':...0YI~D 

R 41L- DEl. ~ 1~60 

RECOHUED .. ~ 

~-JHEL.Ll.N 

/ '! 
I , 

I 

M Per __ 

I 
/ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI~ 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Transmi ~t'l1e fol_lowing ;ftfyf:(iJ-J,f /nessage to: 

FBI, SA~FRANCISCO (65-5089) 6/1/55 

I FD-36 
I""""""--·-- - --'"' 
j Tel:::!>""""' __ 

f 
rvfr. Bo:::.r~1lt.­
JI/J.r. NirM.:'• · 

~~~- ')'. ~~ J:·!'r. Br1a:ww.'\ .. ' 
l'"r. H~ r~\_:t, _ 
li'"r. :r.~ 'n~--
Jif!.,.. P: )':'Ol'NJ.__ 

\~r. lc. •·: •n __ 
, •·. 'I··;·;m....._ __ 
' (-'! " 

1 •• jl. I !\ 

·• ~ ,.,t ·-rowd. 
I':· v ·Jm __ 

... lf~ ~1 . ,~ .. ~::.~R1-. 
~~" c..~~ ·~ .... :~~~ly:_ 

DIR~, FBI {6?-63432) AIR-TEL • • • • • :A::E:t -·Ml· ·ifE:r:=:J 

UNSUBS; ALLEGED PLAN TO_ 
APPROACH-EDWARD-TELLER AND OTHERS 
FOR ATOM!C ENERGY INFORI.JATION 

-ESPIONAGE -_: HU 

Remyair-tel 5/20/55· 

TELLER contacted at 4:30p.m., 5/31/55, in accordance 
with previous appointment. Interview terminated by TELLER at 
5:00 p.m. because of pressing social engagement. TELLER said 
he was extremely busy and could not see Agent again before 5:00 
p.m. on 6/2/55 at his office at the Livermore Site of the Radi­
ation Laboratory. Could not say how much time would be avail­
able for interview at that time. TELLER not antagonistic; ex­
pressed willingness to cooperate and apologetic for discontinuine 
interview and for being unavailable because of work load. 

Attempt will be made to conclude interview on 6/2/55 
and report will be submitted as soon as possible thereafter. 

REGISTERED 
KGT :mjw 
( 4) 

\J 
\ /' 

'2.4 JUN 
RECORDE0-3Z .--

.-, 
' \ \:} 
~ 1-

'\ -. ~ 

1rlHELAN 

-171 

Sent ____ M, Per __ 
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·OVERNMENT 

TO DATE: 6/3/55 
l/1 
\• y' 1\ FROM : 

Director, F.BI (65-63432) 

S~O ~ llew York 
(;f (!W1 

&UBJECT: mm:t~mn~_.SUBJECTS; il) 

/ 

./ 

Alleged'}Plan to Approf.l.ch .Edwara.: Teller 
and Other~ for Atomic Energy Information; 
ESPIONA:G.E-=- mr- - - -- --

RoBulet to san Franciseo, 5/9/55, and report of 
SA EIJ:mR Z.1:. ROTH, at New York, dated 6/3/55 , 6 copies 
ot which are attached. 

As pointed out in referenced Bureau letter, the 
potential ±n this caeo lies in any possible future approach 
to Dr. EDWARD TELI.ll.Tt. 

Since the Uew York Office is not at•1arc of ~y 
derogatory information concerning Dr. BELA BEREND, it was 
not deemed advianble at this tin1e to carry the investigation 
regarding Dr. BEREND beyond that sot forth in referenced 
report. 

Encls. ( 6) - ~-;1,; . 

, I 
I 

m,1 n \ 
2 - SAlT FRAllCISCO (RAH) (Info. ) ~=-"~d 
2 - UASHINGTOU FIELD (Into. ) {rtii·· \f!CiuifJ:i, 

(; ~-- ,.,. ~ --· ' ' - .'-- ~~-tJ .-1 1 I • - ...- ,. --· 

I' 

•",\ .. 

\ 

J=UR:AS 

l 
I 
~ 



• 4-3 
(12-2-54) 

.. 

~~/.r ;~~~~~ //~1chols 
) Belmont 

; (~¥"'ilarbo __ 
:f/ i Mohr __ 

Parsons __ 
Rosen __ 
Tamm __ 
Sizoo __ 
Winterrowd _ 
Tele.Room_ 
Holloman_ 
Gandy __ 

DECODE OF COOED CABLE NUMBER 712 DATED JUNE 14, 1955 AT J 
PAR IS FRANCE. RECEIVED VI A THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 

1
}.-, -r~-(t ..____ .. , /..- -. 

UNKNOWN SUBJEC~ ALLEGED PLAN~ TO APPROACH EDWARD TELLER AND 
OTHERS FOR ATOMIC ENERGY INFORMATION. ESPIONAGE- HU. 
REFERERNCE BUREAU LETTER TO LOS ANGELES JUNE 8 LAST. VON 
KARMAN PRESENTLY IN OTTAWA, CANADA. W(LL PROCEED TO PASADENA, 
CALIFORNIA, WHERE PROBABLY CAN BE REACHED AT UNIVERSITY THERE. 
RETURNS TO PARIS IN SEPTEMBER. RUC. 1 

/ROLLAND 0. L' ALLIER 
) ' 

REGE I VED: ... · 6-14-55 3:41 PM OR 

~-f4 
/ fl· 7,;' / , /,· 

~ 

L_ I : -'1 • ·, 

RECORDED - 54 ~ ~-
12 JtJN 20 1955 

-

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated 
outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 

b6 
b7C 
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-- ---- ~ · - -.::- -~ •• • • Office Memi. · dum • UNITED ·. .,\ GOVERNMENT 

Director, FBI ( 65..63432) 

SAC, New York (65-16953) 

UNKi.~OWN SUBJECTS; AJ_,J:,EGED PLAN TO 
APPROACH-ED~'f.l\RD ' TELLER AND-O'lHE..itS 
FOR ATOMIC ENERGY INFORMATION; 
ESPIONA!1E - HU 

DATE: 7/1/55 

Rerep SA KEI1H G. TEETER, San Francisco, 6/9/55, and report 
of SA EIJ::ER M. ROTH, NYC, 6/3/55. 

The information requested of the NYO in San Francisco rerep 
concerning DR. BELA BEREND has been set forth in NY rerep. 

San Fra.."lcisco rerep also requested the NYO to attempt to 
identify F. 'G0HALPHEN of NYC, an uncle of FREDERIC"--t>3 HOFFMANN. It 
is noted that DE HOFPl~~ is reported to be a lifelong friend and 
fellow scientist of DR. ErnV".ARD TELLER, and that HALPH.EN acted as 
intermediary in a contact between DR. TELLER and DR. BELA BEREND. 

NY files reflect that the above mentioned F. G. HALPHEN appears 
to be identical vd th subject of investigation entitled ":Jffi.ANCIS GIDRGE 

"'-HALPHEN; Special Inquiry- State Department, Public Law 402 -80th 
:Congress (VOA), 11 Bufile 123-5121. The basis of the identificp, tion is 
the fact that :in his application for employment with the VOA, dated 
3/18/50, among relatives listed by HALFHEN appeared the name of his 
nephew, FREDERIC DE HOFF!SAHN, P.O.B. 628, Los Alamos, N.M. 

I 

I 

As a matter of information for San Francisco, the repor"t of 
Sh GEORGE F. BERGERON, NYC, 6/13/50, reflected that according to n~s 
records, NYC, HALPHEN '\Vas born March 22, 1900, at Prague, Czechoslovakia, 
and became a naturalized U.S. citizen on 1/21/46 in the Southern District 
of NY under certificate number 6584708. His employments by the u • .s. 
State Department, 1947-1948, by REETHOF FISCHMANN CORP. October 1940 to 
November 1949,_ and NY College of :Music, from 10/3/49 to June 1950, 1·rere 
verified. Neighborhood investigation at 49 W. 74th St .• , lrYC, was favor­
able. HALFHEN ,!fftS · ~ghly recommended reaarding his character, reputation, 
and loyalt,y by references, neighbors, associates, ~mployers and fellow 
employees. No tl.~ed.it or criminal records were found at NYC. 

.... -. ~ -
J 

For the.~further ~information of San Fra11cisco, there are enclosed 
herewith copies o£-riPorts. of SA JOHN K. FRI~, rr.m, dated 3/24/55 and 
5/23/55, respect£~ely, in 'case entitled 11FRANCI.:..~HALFHEN, wa; IS-CZ" 
{Bufile 105-36035), pertaining to the same individual as previously discussed. 
It is noted that no derogatory information concerning HALPHEN appears in 
a:ny of the reports mentioned. ~~ECOHHE0-59 _ :' - · 

INU I:Xa:..iJ-~ :~ - - ~~I 
2 CC Sa.fl Francisco ( 65-5089) Encs. 2- AM REG. 2 JUL 5 1955 
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UNITED STATBS GOVBR.NMBNT 

• "DAT~ July' 7, 195S ., 
4=b , . • 

,~. ; 
• DlDtrt~t of June 9, 1.9$.$ and report of SA KEITH G. 

TEETER dated J:une 9, 19S~, at San li'ra.'lCisco. • •• 

/ . On t~~ basi' of reanl b ·Of investigation· reflected 
l'S!)ort of Sf.. I dated June 6, 19$.$, at 

l'Jashington, D~p., and report of 'SA ELMER M. ROTH, ~ted June 3, 
. l~SS, ~~ New York, ~ ~ollow:i.hg 'conclusions 'lllaY ~ draw 
concerning DrJ PEI+'l3EREND and his contact td.th EIMA.RD '!'ELLER. 

• l .... .. • 
• I •' 

· (1) ~ Therer:is no evidence that BERB!f"D, or his, 
relatives in ~his chuntry, ·~a, or tiava been, in synpathy' • 
with Communism or td.th the Coimnunist Go-vemment ot Hungary. ' ~ ..... •• 1\o 

· . (~) i There is. no. ~~ation that :BEREND is working .. 
or ho.s 'HOlkeci· for Hungarian•Intelligenc·e. · · 

' ·r... . . 
(3) ~ It is i~robabl,- ~t BEREliD is ~ imposter • 

who has ass~d the icl.entity of P.EfltND, since EJ:..'IWID bas 
in this coun.tpy a daughter, a sister, u.r.d a brother-in-law, 
'hilo liould not' likel,y be! 4eceived by-_ an assumed. ide..l'ltit7•-' · 

(1,)1 'It is probably- true that B'EP.END' s" claim 
that he met TELLE.li in Copenhagen in 1934 is valid since 
TE~R has reported co.mrnents by BEHEND which indicated an 
intimate kncn-rle"'t;'e or that occasion. 

~ ~ I 

·I 

(S). It appe~rs on ttte .basis of available i~or- ~ 
mation that ~· s contact .ld.th TELLER was for the purpose .. 
claimed by BER&lD-·and to. dat~, the~ is no evidence that this· f · 

. contact h~ fl es.P.~.onage significance. 

I I!!XliS~m~i{~~~Ji· b-S"-.f!.~}~- ~~~~/ 
-"------KGTj'Jiad ~~Tt( -~/) .fJ:I':-)PJ ~ 

(6) ~: 'J'~ ~~., ~,, B4 JUL· 1'2 1S55 • .VI',,... ..,.I~ / 
~ .,,, 'j c.., ' ... "'' ~ ) lo 

CO· ·. ·, .. >. f~.-... ..~i ~c.·,,.,.. ,._1'' o" 

I 
1 : Net~ York (6S-l~~S3) (BFG)(Info) ~t..• '),.. 9-j'· 
1 ·- v!ashi.ngt9n Field (6S-71$1 (P.EG)(Int'o) / , A" 
1- ~Angeles {l!iG) (Info) ~~ 

~3 JUL 26~55 ·- ~. 
l --·~------------~------------~ 
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TO: D:rnEC'i~, .• F.BI (6~-63432) 
FD!: SAC, ~ (6.5-5089) 
~: UNSUBS, AJ.!l.eged Plani.to Approach 

·' 

EiX·TJ\RD TELLER and Others roz: Atomic Energy Info. 

' 
It is' reco~~~~~end.ed that the Bureau authorize' the 

intervie-t·r. of BEREND at New York. It is strongly suggested, 
howver, that TELlER's desires and recol!lllendations concerning · 
this intervi&tr, as set out in my referenced -letter, be given 
consideration. If this interview is autrumized, it is · 
suggested that TEL!mfbe advised and that he be giv;en an 
opportunity to ascertain frOJil BEREND if he has ar.J' 9bjection 
to ari interview; to ~onvince BEREND of the desirability 

· ~f a."l 1ntervim-T if he should object; and to assureC. BEF.END 
that TELLER hiB no objection to the interview. 

~ -
This suggestion is:beiilg macro bocau:;e of 'l'E!.L!R) s. 

previous objections concerni~' a possible :.i.nterview 'of BEREND 
. • • ~ 1 . • -and because both TELLER ana BEP~ND have expressed consid-

erable concom d:ter the possibility that the fact that 
BEREND auppli&d TELLER with' information concerning his sister 
Jllight becor.te knorm to the Hungar.iait GovernTrEnt. 

- 2 -

I \ 

I 
I 

-- -- ·-- ... - ____ _, 
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STANl:IARD FORM NO, 64 

Office • UNI 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (65-63432) 

FROM : \~(~~(}, SAN FRANCISCO (65-508?) 

suBJEcT: UNKrm~m .suBJEcTS; 
Alloged-?lan To Arcproach Edtvard Teller 
and Others for Atomi~ 'Energy In!orm?ti~n 
ESPIOlJAG.e - Hlf 

DATE: 8/10/55 

_ ReBulet 7/21/55 which denied p8r:ruinsion to intorvlet-T l)r. BELA 
----:--ntJ:RiYlD and uhich noted that the potential in this case lies in any 

nossible future approach to TELLER. 

\./ 

The Bureau instructed San Francisco to maintain close contact ui th 
TELLER so that he will immediately report :my such e.pproach. 

It is the opinion of this office t11<1.t TELLER thoroughly understands 
uhat is desired of hin in ·t.he event of a fu~e espionage approach from 
any source. It, is prasurn~d that T:H:i!:OOOR~N- Ia' ... ?JIAN, 't'rho was intorviE:!tred 
by the Los Angeles Office, also understands what action he should take 
under similar circmnstanccs. 

A file rovleu reflects that there are no outstanding leads in this 
case and mnce the interview of Dr. BEREND is not desired by the Bureau, 
this case is being closed. 

REGISTERED 
KGT/ldb 

(4) 

... ! ·""· 
11 1 ,' / 

/ 
/ 

cc: 1- Los Angcles (Info)(REG) 
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Move .. ul. 1955 

.wa. T()l.SO'M 

...... .eoA&DM.A.Jt 
Mil. Ul..NOJf«J.. 
M&. NICHOLS 

J'I'Ma a l.U.c ·~klll&ve 1recelvd from MC Aue~. 
of leattle, 1 am. •ott•& a. leU.wJaa u tt.e ruult of a coavcrsatlaa 
wlltca *· A.uta.O w wWt. a..atu &euy w .. .JacU... Ill tM 
S&aM of Waah~ 

"l mtp& .e.. al••• daal la tWa eame c~~p&elty be ... W 
a '-1 ael"lea ef ~•••• talks~ pyalclat Dr. T.U.el' • ...._ yoa 
wU1 r.-.mbu wu ()ppe~~Uila.el''a blcl••' o~. T.U.1r b ef 
die oplRWa. ••'f• Ji -· t'-1: tile O..,.nuDat l• aot.Da ovei'MU41 
ta Ita N'DIII el t *HUltY replatlou oa atomlc UU'IJ11 lle 
fceh tUt tiM data 1N trJ1aa to pnr.ct Iii ri1U Uli nplatloaa 
u '.ABC' atuff wlatcll dut &ualaaa ba'M 1oq pee by. laste ... 
Teller facia • • .- Jackaea apeea • • tlaat tlae bl~Pat ....... 
&Ml U.. U.atd &tatea ..._ la ita feolll ... tU.t &om a secwrity 
polat fll '¥'f.ew 6e Ciefthmeat oa ih YUal WU JNIIOVCn ....W pay 
~11'• atteatlea ta dle coatrel of d&e •uplaa altu&Uea Ulll Del ... .. 
&M aa-call.H •fum pntltlem Ul4 a ...... mel'elJ' u a polUkal ls ... . 
~ -· .. to aeta Ia -•al tenDa ..,_. .. u.aa be b.u reee.lYecl 
ll'efleettac tile ................ fH4I altaaU.. el &uela aacllta bla 
ClalaeH ally wk•nlia tiM Auelau laavc aot "-a .W. to f.UU evea 
a a...U perceatap of tUb- cemmtt.eeaa. AcceMJacly • .JackaOD 
•-.• Jae la tenibly caacenaea u to tbe att:acU • JSeaaoa ...s t1u: 
hl'plu feo4 ahuadea lael'e. He • .,.. ll• is aaalaet the vi.U. of 
diNt .a ....... fal'm la"Otlp &tMI &•Hi• lieU..• wilD nceatl~ were Ill 
&M.tde. Kt.a 4Ueatloa 1• 'WIIr alw ,.._.. ncceu6al aecl'eta away to 
a ceaapeUtal' ,._ b plaa ~hka lor lack af bDwlftp ef them, oa 
- ....... ,.. UeJ'Y tile ~ ef that 0...1'/Daeat --~ .: . . 
odlel'?'" . 1 ::' ~-_ I : J ~· _·:- -

NOT RECORDED 
. V07 tnly J"MSS'•• ~6 NOV /J •. t'35~ 
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Dato 

, To 

--------~--- ---- --~~ 
( '-. .. ... J 

tieklerf Liaison 
\._./.callahan 

·' 

VIA LlAlSOB 
March 1~ !956 __ ~. 

• Mbit~Wx~ . 
I . <orle~l ... d ;•J 

g~~::~:~·o secur r 1 · 
Atomlo Energ Commlealon 
Room 926 
1717 B Stroet, s. v. 
waablngton 25, D· c. 

, , . 
----

SEE NOTE PAGE 4 
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II 
to Captatol I 

Dl.,ctor ot SeourltJ 
Atamlc EnaPSJ Co~aa1on . I 0 

.. 

. ?heJ 1c!eut1tles and background ot Szilard, 
Non ftioumann, jUgnort ~ te·ller are voll known to JOUI' 
agonoJ• Prot:~saor ..Gamba& re1'erred to b7 I I ru:J · 
be PJtoteaaor ·faJd !Gombos, cmco an outstanding Hungarian 
nuclear pbysfclst uno; according to o~ tiles. visited he 
Unitad Stntea' ln 19q9• tGomboo arrived ln this count~7 t 
on Pebl'UGI'J' ~~ 1949• Wl4er· the. aponaorah1p ot Pro:teaso 

7 ·JssantgJ01"811i Bov SebOol tor Soolal Research; also· a 
pl'Cmlnont B~ar1an .. ~c1entl~t and Iobel Pr1ae wtnn~• 
Gombas · reportectly· ·uiew . Jobn ~'Von tieumann; supra. personar7· 
As ot Aprll 6. -1949. Gomb4& vas uplo7ed and residing 
at the Kal'ino Blologleal Labol'atoey, t:~o.oda BolJJ, 
Masaacbueetti• OOmbea vsa 1nterv1eved ~ tb1a Bureau 
wilo ln tbefi ttnl ted States, God pertlnant ro~t.a . ot 
tbia lntervl~w we~o turnlohed Jour agonc7 by le~ter on 
September 7;11949• Oomba1 ropOPtedly lert the Un1tod 
States to I'O~urD· tO Bung&~J - OD June 111 1949• 0 

. I . ~ 
0\U'· ttles also conta·1D tbe March 18, 19.$0, 

ieeuo ot ~MAS7arot Vllagssovetsege," Bungar1an-langUag 
mngaz1ne pu~lished 1D Budapos~ aunsery, whleb mage&ln~ 
reporte~ the awarding or "Koa~th prlzea•" One ot tbGj 
ree!plonts vas 1dant1tlod as Paul Gombas tor accomplta~ 
mente in pbialc~• (109-89-ll-103 and 105·10474) This · 
data may re~ate t o Payd Gombas . 0 

~ June, 1951; tntormatlon vas .received trom 
a cont1dont1al source vhleh bas provided reliable 1Dtor~­
tlon 1n tbo ifpest 1nd1cat1ng that PaJd Oombaa; then ln 
Hungar.r; vas cons1de~od a traitor b7 the Hungarian 
Comaan1st rtg1me• (100-347660-50) 

· tnrormatl~ received tram another Government 
agency, cla:~a1t.1ed aecrot-. retlocts that ae ot March, I 
19$21 .Pro.teeaor Gombae vas a IDII-!!1bor ot tbe board ot 
dlrectoPS of tbe Hungarian AcademJ ot Sclencea• 

.~ . . (109-12-249-634) j 
. · eatlgatlve reports ot tbls Bureau eoncerntng 1~11 -. -----------A~l~o~e-r~t~S~z~en~t~g~y~o~r~gyl; vlio rs-c:urrentl~~be-Bni·ted~ 

Stotos and ioontinu&a nls B!sootetlon wltb the Marina 
Biologleal ~ Laboratory, Woods H~lo, Maasachusetta, ero 
1n tho poa~ess1on or you~ agene7• 

I 
l 
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through Vhoa Mt aoo1a • The 
eo1ent1sta ~the a energr field ment ~7. 

I lb.ave fll ~!ell promlne~t 111 this field fol'.II&DJf 
7eara. Von J•"•'~ ·1a o.urreiitl7 911• _ot. the ;Atomlo · 
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Office Memorandum . uNrTEn sTATE~ GovERNME~l%~ · \s 

\ 

' J ~:\.~ 
: Jm. A. H • BELMONT (1)--i- 1 

./"'' DATE: April 25;··; 1956 TO 

. - ) 
FROM : MR. R. R ~- .R{)JlaH ~· 

&-~-

SUBJECT: EDWARD TELLER 
ATOMIO ENERGY AOT 

/ 
~/0--/ 

_;I!/ 

Plhile talking with Dr. _SC?-_111:u1.!Ji!JJ!:.d.smi:J!.,_~_Physics · 
Department~ Brookhaven National Laooratory, on 4-25-56, he 
advised Ltaison Agent Bates of the following information. 

Tolson-­
Boardman __ 
Nichols __ 
Belmo~t--
HarhO---
Mohr __ _ 
Parsons __ 
Rosen • 
Tamm __ _ 
Sizoo __ _ 
Winterrowd _ 
Tele.Room_ 
Holloman __ 
Gandy __ _ 

<~·' i . 
\.)_.~!{· . c • -

Goudsmit ·is acquainted with [lpb_~~-r;.gk,. a German 
who is a correspondent for a SWiss newspaper.-- Jitngk resides 
on Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood, Oalifornia. He has written 
a book ent;itled "Tomorrow is Already /Jere."- According to 
Goudsmit, the book is slightly anti-American and states that 
scientific advancement forecast; for the future is already here. 
Jungk recently told Goudsmit that Baron Oarl Friedric~--

~ Vo..E ..• }'t.e .. ilUlil!Jb:f#r-h--~er!J<!_n_ .EJ!.Ys_ic!st, had gt ve·n-Tel.""ter"'the idea 
·~or the development of the hydrogen bomb. Von Weizsacher 

visited in the United States at the time the Russians first 
- ezploded an atomic bomb. Goudsmit thought this was in 1950. 

Also at that time Von Weizsacher visited with Teller. 

Goudsmit commented that he did not know if this 
information was true b~t that it might be of interest in the 
event the Russians attempted to make propaganda of this fact 
later. 

AOTION: 

For information. 

- - ( 

; 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPABfT OF JUSTICE 
. /' 

------- 1': --

.H •• •.rtTBL 
Transmit the following ~~message to: 

I 
~1, ~HIC:AGO (65-1!081) 0/13/56 

-/RECTOR, FBI (65-63432) Q 
IDTSUBS; .Alleged Plan to .Approach :0;D~lARD 'l1i!.LLER 
and OthE3:rS for Atofuic~_ L"iie-rgJC· -.rnformation 
ES .:?IONAGE - HU ... - --· - -----------
0.0. San Francisco 

. Re WB l0tter dated 2/17/56, and SF 
letter &atcd 5/29/56. 

Hrs. AVISE COATl: .S, Secretary, Quadrangle 
Club, University of Chicago, the residence of Doctor 
L~, Q ~:ZILA.RD, on 6/13/56 advised SA .AUGUST J. B.AUMGAHTNER 
tliat Doctor gziLAi.'m loft CG, Illinois, durine; eal'ly 
Nay, 1956, for an indefinite p.:;riod. She advised that 
SZILMiD can be contacted through A. N. ST!u~EL, Latex 
International, 350 5th Avenue, New York City. 

The Bureau by letter dated J.l~ay lL~., 1956, 
authorized CG to interview ~octor SZILP~ZD. In view 
of SZIL.t.~..RD' s indo..t:'inite stay in New Yo:.:k City, the 
liT Division is requested to interview SZILlLqD as 
suggested in referenced l[l!, letter. 

For the information of the SF Division, 
Doctor El:~J&-qn TLLLBR was the guest speaker o.t the 
June 8th Session of the 2nd Annual Heeting of the 
A..merican Nuclear Society, which vTas held at the· 
Palmer House Hotel in CG, J~tno 6 through 8, 1956. 
TELLER spoke for approximately 45 minutes on the subject 
of controlled thermonuclear power. 

Lt.t-, b6 
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• FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

AI.lTEL 
Transmit the following ~message to: 

6/13/56 

·uNSDBS; Alleged Pl~'.n to Approach ED1vARD TELL>-R 
and others for Ato~ic Energy Information 
ESPIONAGE - HU 
0.0. Sun Francisco 

in attendance at portions of this meeting. 

Physical surveillances were maintained on 
both individuals while in CG and it "tvas determined 

FD-36 

that I JLe:i:'t CG prior to ·l'l:!JLLER' s speech. I 
was observed in attendance durine: Tl!:LLEI:' s &:pe'=e..,.c"""n-.-----~ 
No information was obtained that .-either L I, ·.or 

I f~ in contact with 'l'ELil1a-{. 

RUG 

HOSTETTER 

- 2 -
Approved: _______________________ _ Sent. _____ M Per __ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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SEARCH SLIP 

aJbj: ~-..A~_} . ';e .J.u,___,;t_ 

~-· . .. 

· Searcher 
PI Date ,.~ ~) - :2. / NWilber ,L-/ ' 

FILE IDMBijB SER!AL 

' .. 

. 2:. J A;V,r-<. .. ..1 ~- (. I!:L;..;;,;;..;;{.(~) --

~~~J ...... , .r-tJ (\ ~" ~ I f. R ... /~2. 
~ .. , ., I 

C.:..IJ'tl. 11--II ? - ~ '") 0 - I " • I q ;.z_ - ~~---

~ ,L,.~ ~JJ.· ( IMI) 

1TJJJ ~,I d-v - /tfd (, l- ~- - ~:7 ~ P. :&~ ~ 
· '"£ .ku-...,~~ Ol- ~- • ( rJ rrR ~,.) 
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