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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535

April 28, 2017
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR.

FOIPA Request No.: 1371717-000
Subject: OLSON, FRANK

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 8 pages of previously processed documents
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge.

Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject,
you may request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to — Work Process
Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request
Number in your correspondence.

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records
do, or do not, exist.

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated.

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web
site: https://foiaonline.requlations.gov/foia/action/public/home. Your appeal must be postmarked or
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.
If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of
Information Act Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be
easily identified.

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov. Alternatively, you may contact the FBI's
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified.

Sincerely,

Dbl

David M. Hardy
Section Chief,
Record/Information
Dissemination Section
Records Management Division
Enclosure(s)
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records
or information ( A') could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D)
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
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This is to advise of the results of a search of P

FBIHQ files and references regarding the captioned individual. §g§
& Sy

The 'New York Times'" 7/11/75 edition coantains an s %

article concerning captioned, who has been identified as the %g;
!individual described in the Rockefeller Commission Report -Vggb
as a i)
and who subsequently jumped to his death from a New York hotel -
on 11/28/53. The article further reports that the Detective &

who investigated the apparent suicide contacted SA George M. 8 b o™
Dalen of our New York Office (NYO) in view of Olson's o B0
"important positions"with the U, S. Government. & :

researcher in biological warfare at Fort Detrick, Maryland.
According to the "New York Times' article, in a report on
Mr. Olson's death, New York Police Detective James W, Ward
said that 'due to the amportant positions held by the
deceased and Lashbrook (who accompanied Olson to the
Statler Hotel) with the U. S, Government, the facts of this
case were related to FBI Agent George Dalen by telephone."

Our files reveal in 1953, Mr. Olson was a civilian ‘ﬁii;
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pre-employment investigation unit,
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Memorandum to Mr. W, R. Wannall
RE: FRANK R, OLSON

bB7C
Review of the October B7D
through December, 1953, ] rding any reference

to Mr. Olson's death, or reported contact
with SA

Review of FBIHQ f11es and references concerning

captioned subject, and ject's name, resulted
in nothing relative to reported contact or
Mr. Olson's death.

: Review of FRIHO files and references concernine

New York City with Mr. Olson on 11/24/53 and who was also biC

attached to the Fort Detrick facilit was negative as
concerns Mr, OlTnjfeath, orl |reported

contact with SA

New York teletype 7/11/75 (copy attached) details
check of NYO files regarding subject, Tnd.exieni;;ﬂiam?ess
ﬁngu;xx_ggnﬁernlng reported contact of with

N Y i i tifiable
with Olson, i

Attached for information is copy of '"New York Times"
article of 7/11/75.

ACTION:

None. For information.
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The Washington Post
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Cbl, Vincent Ruwet, who' was
ﬁ attached to Fort Detrick,

Iehecked into the Stgiler.
Hotel, '

the Olson family m which they

that “Olsont’s widow was
ater told that her husband’s
escort was awakened about

Mr. Qlson was examined
twice by Dr Harold Abramson
a physician who had offices at
133 E. 5Bth Street and who
had been one of the first Amer-
icans to study the effects on
pezgrple of the Lg%wegui mmd-
y drug LSD, the report
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130 AM. to see Olson going at}'
a full run toward the win-
dow. He said he saw Olson go
through both the 'closed win-
dow and a drawn shade’”
Reached yesterday, Colonel):
Ruwet refused to comment on
the death saying, “Pm seeking
legal counsel, not because I've
done anything wrong but I've
1got to know where I stand
egally,” since the Qlson's have’
made clear they are going to,
be filing a su't. ;
Detective Ward, who teamed'
'the death a swode, m fus re.!

rt, said that an muto
et oort perforrsd by ookl

tant Medical Examinar Dr

Date

| A

N
Q)\
Y
N
W~

Ay




“Rumors were brought to ma
of swicides by LSD,” becan:; t:{nc}::asmgg“?pprehm.

3 ed pro -
ngs of ;was actually suifering fi
i oy S e S
was regeated i§ Miferent agoc., VOUd 500n be over, he relaxed.

' Hig account stimulated D},

dotes for severa! years ™
He did not say that he had S'dney Coben, psychopharmg-

personal knowledge of anyone SOIBISt at the Umiversity
Who Hat Sommaeiey sr e nVo08 Califarma 1 Los Angeles, 1
lowmg LSD, but he concaded Comment that 1t 1s essential th
that “extremely violept reac. Palients be tolg that they w.
tions do occur under LSD” and 8'VCD & petent drug that cou
advised that large doses should ,C3use péyglégue-hke reactions,

g:ﬂ l%‘gven only if a hosputal is mn\:hicr? . B‘i 1 cam =
A lenen LSD and then committed

Br  Abrams 7
with theb?mgaf';} ‘1:3:,?-9 \:f;i;cg ‘suicide immedlately thereafter
decade. . was particularly inger. |PSC3Use she had no awareness
este(li gs potential for un- gg G:Safc‘ she was becoming
avelng ssible biochen:-
Eal blsges !o?ommtal J}Inessew:. g" an interview yesterday,
ePrior to g LSD studies, whick {P7 Cohen said that a swicidal
inttially mvelved persons he| impulse can resujt from L5D
isaw i hus te practice as a'|When “thungs ehsnge msidéd
;osychmu-js Dr Abtamson had' and out Endmﬁ pexsqn {hinks
‘been a mgologieal consultant'| € 15 go1g mag o whas some
Efor the United States Depart.||uiconscous is ug
ment of the Army, (icavered that i farsibly Stresd

The doctor told the 1gsg)ful end causes the person 4

ting that _licrack up " In a eengg, LSD cj
eeting #hat he lumself cxperi-'| inu?iym'pepr .

gnced an adverse reaction fol| élease
ng unwitting exposure to démons in the mifld as wes

D, which he may have acc1~| a5 cause ternfymng hallucing
ntally inhaled or ahsorbed; trems.
through the skin while conduct. iMD!"a"‘;b‘-:&%"”' Giud mdlio

ing an experiment cn snails |,
Sufferine from f at Colanibia University, 1575
8 he start of a8 e of more than 260 pel

cold, #he doctor related, *I he- 2
gan/to fantasy that I had arfm“m" i T
Vighs encephalitls 1 decided 1| 118 & book og the ute of LA

s going to die ” He said he mmpsychm.hempy and al
pe 18

Much of the LSD reseqri®
done by him and others in the
ninetest-fiftles "was %ngsomd
bv the Josiah Macy Jr. Foun-
dation. Many who con
L8D research wers o
to-do so. by the early find
of Dr Abramson.

The doetor currently main.
taitis practicgsin Manhattan
and ‘ﬁz Long Isiaag, and JhM
consulting ﬁggﬁ .. psye ﬁ-
o o dim:ta}sxf :
tral- 1sli or of fe

ek st South Oaks Pewelis.

4 Wpﬁ'&l w Add

s




S Frotam. BT € AT e B
' COMMUNICATIONS SECTHON o ) -Adm

Dep-a O B § 14—

Aset b .
Adman -
Comp Svst

NR311 NY PLALN i
g Bxr, Affary

3:11 PM URGENT 7/11/775 PJS
TO DIRECTOR o

FROM ADIC NEW YORK (66-7479)

Piles & (ol ——
Gen 1INV -
R I

Tnepe [t e

if‘u‘ o .

=, Y
TEhoTabpry J
PRI B

plan &

ATT ¢ INTID 1 Qe InY
Tie LHans - - -
y Onwll - -
ATT SEXTERNAL AFFAIRS DIVISION Lo ne K. -
Prrecter $ed'S
FRANK R. OLSON, DECEASED EMPLOYEE OF U.S. DEPARTVENT OF ARMY, e
i hi

NOVEMBER 1953; >

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING .
RE BUREAU TELCALL TO NEW YORK JULY 11, 1975 AND NEW YORK
TELCALLS TO BUREAU.

NEW YORK DAILY NEWS NEWSPAPER AND NEW YORK TIMES
NEWSPAPER , BOTH DATED JULY 11, 1975, IN REPORTING ALLEGED
SUICIDE OF FRANK R. OLSON, SET FORTH IN ARTICLES THAT NYCPD
REPORT FILED BY DECTECTIVE JAMES W. WARD INDICATED REPORT
FORWARDED TO FBI. SPECIFICALLY, DAILY NEWS STATES THAT WARD

FORWARDED INFORMATION TO FBI AGENT GEORGE DALEN. NEW YORK TIMES
SPECIFICALLY STATES DETECTIVE WARD SET FORTH IN HIS REPORT THAT
“DUE TO IMPORTANT POSITIONS HELD BY THE DECEASED AND LASHBROOK
ROBERT LASHBROOK, IDENTIFIED AS CONSULTANT CHEMIST FOR DEFENSE
BUREAU OF WAR DEPARTMENT) WITH THE .S, GOVERWNENT , THE FACTS . S

‘/J’i" R‘F%g& 5 s PR '__P,,,-ﬂg_w“ w AT
OF THIS CASE WERE RELATED TO FBY AGENT GEORGE DALEN BY-TELEPHONE ",

s
7

FILES OF NYO CONTALN NO IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION. . . ' {

&3
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NY 66-7479

PaGE TwO
SUBSEQUENT TO NINETEEN FIFTYEIGHT NOTING OLSON DECEASED

NOVEMBER FIFTYTHREE., ONE REFERENCE DATED NINETEEN THIRTYSEVEN
DESTROYED. FILES AND COMMUNICATIONS DIVISION REQUESTED TG MAKE

HEADQUARTERS CHECK.

LISTED IN NYO RECORDS AS SPECIAL

AGENT HAVING ENTERED ON DUTY WITH BUREAU

. FROM

BiC

ADIC RECEIVED TELCALL FROM NY DAILY
NEWS , WHO INDICATED THAT IN REVIEWING NYCPD REPORT CONCERNING

OLSON'S SUICIDE, DETECTIVE SET FORTH THIS REPORT WAS SUPPLIED TO

SA OF THE FBI. AT TIME OF CALL, WAS

INFORMED THAT IT WOULD NOT BE LOGICAL FOR FBI TO CONDUCT AN
INVEST IGATION INTO SUCH A MATTER DUE TO LACK OF JURISDICTIONW
AND THE ONLY CONCEIVABLE ACTION THAT WOULD BE TAKEN WOULD HAVE
BEEN TO FORWARD ANY SUCH REPORT , IF IN FACT RECEIVED , TO THE
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NYGE-T7475
PAGE THREE
INTERESTED ENMPLOYING AGENCY WHICH IN THIS INSTANCE WOULD

HAVE BEEN THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ARMY. WAS ADVISED,

HOWEVER , THAT A CHECK WOULD BE MADE AND HE WOULD BE FURTHER
CONTACTED. 15 GOING TO BE ADVISED THAT THERE IS NO

BiC

RECORD OF ANY REPORT HAVING BEEN RECEIVED AND FORMER SAl

IN ADDITION T0| | —
3O

IS MENTIONED IN THE ABOVE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES. NYO INDICES
CONTAIN NO REFERENCES TO THESE NAMES.

NO FURTHER ACTION BEING TAKEN BY NYO.
END
SMD FBIH@ CLR
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