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U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
April 28, 2017 

MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 
 

  
 

FOIPA Request No.: 1371717-000 
Subject: OLSON, FRANK 

 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
  

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act.  Enclosed is one CD containing 8 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions.  This release is being provided to you at no charge. 
 
 Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject, 
you may request an additional search for records.  Submit your request by mail or fax to – Work Process 
Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request 
Number in your correspondence.   
 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).  This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request.  Your patience is appreciated. 
 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States  
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you  
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web 
site:  https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or 
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  
If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of 
Information Act Appeal.”  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be 
easily identified. 
 
 You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

Enclosure(s)  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home
mailto:ogis@nara.gov
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government  service 

he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 
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Memorandum 
Mr. W. R. Wannall\) ) (r'f-' 

A. B. l<'ultonf:~ft~( 
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1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 
DATL 

J. B. Adams 
J. A. Mintz 
D. W. Moore 
w. R. Wannall 
7/14/75 

E;w:' A.ff'CIIrs _ 

Flies&. Corn _ 

Gen lrw ~-

ldent~ 
Jn.spectJ~ ' 

Into II 

Sl·BJECr FRANK a/oLSoN 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 

lgbordtory _ 

legal Coun ~ 
Plan &Eval _ 

Spac lnv _ 

Tninl"!it-~ 

Telephone Rm ~ 

Dtr•etor S.c::~y _ 

This is to advise of the results of a search of 
FBIHQ files and references regarding the captioned individual. 

The "New York TJ..mes" 7/11/75 edition contains an 
article concerning captioned, who has been identified as the 

\

individual described in the Rockefeller Commission Re ort 
as a 
and w-..__o __ s_u~s-e_q_u_e_n_t~Y--~J-um __ p_e_d~t~o~~s--~e-a~t~~r~o-m--a--ft-e-w~~o-r~~o-t~e~l 
on 11/28/53. The article further reports that the Detective 
who investigated the apparent suicide contacted SA George M. 
Dalen of our New York Office (NYO) in view of Olson's 
"important pos~tions"with the u. s. Government. b '7i' 

f L l 
'-, 

Our files reveal in 1953, Mr. Olson was a civilian ~
researcher in biological warfare at Fort Detrick, Maryland. ?--r, 
According to the "New York Times'• article, in a report on 
Mr. Olson's death, New York Police Detective James W. Ward 
said that "due to the ~portant positions held by the 
deceased and Lashbrook (who accompanied Olson to the 
Statler Hotel) with the u. s. Government, the facts of this 
case were related to FBI A ent Geor e Dalen b tele hone." 

b7D 

time of h~s~~~-------------------------------------------------4 
was assigned the 
at the time of Mr~.~0~1~s-o-n~-s~d-e-a~t~h-.--~e-v~ie-w---o~f~----------~~u-r_e_a_u~ 

.._~~~----~--_.was regatiye regarding an:f) re:flerehe~Sto rece~pt 
of information from_ I The file do~contain 
~nformation regarding the current whereaeeuts~ however, 
in December, 19~2, in~uir~ was ~ad~ of ~;; :;;;a; ;;' the 
pre-employment ~nvest1~at1op ~g;t._ _ _________ _ 
Washington, concerning~ I · Jt B I 
last knowg res;dencr address9 59 was 
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I 
Memorandum to Mr. W. R. Wannall 
RE: FRANK R. OLSON 

' j ,.-

Review of the~~--------~--------~.-----~~ October 

~
through December, 1953, ras negptjye regarding any reference 
to Mr. Olson's death, or_ _reported contact 
with SAl I 

Review of FBIHQ files and references concerning 
captioned subJect, and varja+ions of snfject's name, resulted 
in nothing relative tol _reported contact or 
Mr. Olson's death. 

b 7C 
b 7 D 

b7 C 
attached to the Fort Detrick facilitv). was negative as 
concerns Mr. Ol,nn's peath, orl lreported 
contact with SA L 

~-....... 

I 
New York teletype 7/11/75 (copy attached) details 

check of NYO files regarding subject, ,nd px+pn+ of nress 
reported contact of_ _with 

~-~~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~tifiable 
with Olson 

Attached for information is copy of "New York Times" 
article of 7/11/75. 

ACTION: 

None. For information. 
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Spec lnv __ 

Tram1ng __ _ 

Legal Coun __ 

T elephane Rm 

b 7C 

The Washmgton Post ----
Washmgton Star-News ___ _ 

Da1ly News <New York)~,....-:--
The Ne w York T1mes 3 cf 
The Wall Street Journal ___ _ 

The National Observer----
The Los Angeles T1mes __ _ 

Date _ __ /):..__. _!:_/ -_ -.:_7__:_'-/--
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I 



tt. A ... 

- -

"Rwnors were brought to IJl4l 
of su~eulls ~~by LSD.':!! bf>came mcreasmgly apprehea-
s•l:• ---~ed 0-,SM' Ulltd he retJI:!d 1bat • mallolt~Je•~Jn.attaat 1was actually suff'erlug ftdff.,-. 
"I must say t;blt the same ease ·LSD reaction, and kllOWtng it 
wu l'ei!Mted il atff~A!nt aaec-, would soon be over. he relaxe4. 
dote.r tor several ~ats •• H1s account itimuJated D~. 

lle. d1d not say that he had Sidney Cohen, P')'Chopharm.(· 
p~onal knowledge of anyone colg1st at the Uruvei'Sity 11f 
wht> had commrtted su1c1de fol- Cahtorrua m Los Angeles. to 
lowtng LSD but he concect~ comment that tt 1s essenuat thf 
that "cxtrein~y vaolent reac- patJents be tol• that they we 
tl()ns do occur under LSD" and gl\-en a potent drug that cou 
advised that larRe dD~es ~hould cause psycl\otic-l!ke reactwnS',. 
be Biven only 1f a ho.~>pJtaJ is I Dr • Coben~Jed a case 
nearby 

1
m whic!l a had be,. 

Dr Abramson, who "-Orked gl\ en LSD amS n comm1tted 
Wlth the drug tor more than a •su1clde Immediately thereaftet 
decatte. ~P.s pardcularly i!ter· jbecause she had nG awareness 
ested ht ·\ts J*ettfat for un. of •fry sl\e was )ecomu:~g 
ravellflg tb, .... ble bu)(:henu- psychotic. 
cal t.~ toE mtntal Jllne$sel I In an lntervtew ~terday, 
IPrtor to h1a LSD studies. Wbit:b Dr Cohl!n said that a fUtcJdd.l 
/!_nrtJally tnvel\fed JlttriOM hi unpuiStt con ~ trma LSD 
~aw m h1s ~te practice u a when "tlungs ~ msuW 
jl)SYC:hlatris Dr Abramson had' and out and tbmktl 
.been a psyc olo~cal consultant' he ts gOing some 
[for the United Stases Depart-1 unconscJOU$ 
lment of the Army, j' ,covered that 
I 'nle doctor told the 1959 1fuJ and causes 
lmeetmg tflat he himself cxper1-•Jcrack up" 1D a 

ed an advers& reactron fol-1/~ease 
ns tmwlttmg exposure to' demons 
, Which he may have acct-j as cause 
aUy tnh«led or absorbed tnms. 

I
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NR 0ll NY PLAIN 

.3:11 PM ~ENT 7/ll/75 PJS 

TO Dl~OR 

FROM AD lC N£.1¥ YOR I< ( 66 ... 7479 > 

ATT : INT D 

ATT :EXTERNAL AFFAIRS DIVISION 

FRANK R. OLSON, DECEASED EMPLOYEE: OF u.s. DEPARTMENT Or ARMY, 

NOVEMBER 1953;1 ,, L:: 
Ml SCELLA NEO US lNJiOR MAT 10 N CONCERN 1 NG • 

RE BUREAU TELCALL TO NEW YORK JULY 11, 1975 AND NEW YORK 

TELCALLS TO BUREAU. 

NEW YORK DAILY NEWS NEWSPAPER AND NEW YORK TIMES 

NEWSPAPER, BOTH DATED JULY 11, 1975, IN REPORTING ALLEGED 

SUICIDE OF FRANK R. OLSON, SET FORTH IN ARTICLES THAT NYCPD 

bl 

REPORT FILED BY DECTECT IVE JAMES W. WARD INDICATED REPORT i) 
FORWARDED TO FBI, SPEClFlCALL Y, DAILY NEWS STATES THAT WARD f.// 
FORWARDED lNFORMilON TO FBI AGENT GEORGE DALEN. NEW YORK TIMES I 

SPE.CIFlCALLY STATES DETECTIVE WARD SET FORTH IN HIS REPORT THAT 

"DUE TO IMPORTANT POSITIONS HELD BY THE DECEASED AND LASHBROOK 

<ROBERT LASHBROOK, IDENTIFIED AS CONSll..TANT CHEMIST FOR DEFENSE 
; 

BUREAU Of' WAR DEPART l-ENT l WITH T~(:J'•S• GOV6RN2E~T, THE FACTS •' , 

QF THIS CASE WERE RELATED TO FBt\AGENTR~~B~GE DAL;Ji~~~:ttt£1511~{•-;r 
r 

FILES OF NYO CONTAIN NO !DENT lF'lABLE INF'ORMATr-:10~~ · ', . ,. - -, I 
J ~ \ 

_CONCf.RNING FRANK R. OLSON. ALL REFERiNCES TO THIS,.J,AI!l&- lcft'! \ ~ 

'.ttl 

) '. ,, 
/ \ vf ~ Vi 

/ I ! 

' I 
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NY 66-7479 

PAGE TWO 

SUBSEQUENT TO NINETEEN Fll'TYEIGHT NOTING OLSON DECEASED 

NOVEMBER FlFT YI HREE. 0 NE REFERENCE DATED Nl NETEE N THIRTYSEVEN 

DESTROYED. FILES AND CXlMMUNICATlONS DIVISION REQUESTED TO MAKt. 

HEADQUARTJ::RS CHECK. 

IL ISTED IN NYO RECORDs AS SPECIAL 

AGE ... NT_H_A_V_l_NG_E_N_T E_R_E_D_.O N DUTy w 1 T H BUREAu I 

I· FROM 

ADIC RECEIVED TELCALL FROM._I ______ ..... I NY DAILY 

NEWS, WHO INDICATED THAT IN REVIEW 1 NG NYCPD REPORT CO NCER NlNG 

OLSON'S SUICIDE, DETECTIVE SET FORTH THIS REPORT WAS SUPPLIED TO 

SAl loF THE 1'81. AT TIME OF CALL ,1 I wAS 

INFORMED THAT IT WOULD NOT 81£ LOG !CAL FOR 1'81 TO CONDUCT AN 

INVESTIGATION INTO SUCH A MATTER DUE: TO LACK OF JURISDICTION 

AND THE ONLY CONCEIVABLE ACT ION THAT WOULD BE TAKEN WOULD HAVE 

BEEN TO FORWARD A NY SUCH REPORT , IF IN FACT RECEIVED , TO THt: 

I 

b7C 
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PAGE THREE 

INTERESTED EPJPL.OYING AGENCY WHICH IN THIS INSTANCE WOULD 

HAVE BEEN THE u.s. DEPARTI€NT OF ARPlY • ._I ____ IwAS ADVISED, 

HOWEVER • THAT A CHECK WOULD BE MADE AN) HE WOULD BE FURTHER 

coNTACTED. I lxs ao1oo ro BE ADVISED THAT THERE Is No 

RECORD OF ANY REPORT HAV100 BEEN RECEIVED AND FORMER SA 

IN ADDH ION rol....._ ________________ ___. 
IS PIE NT IO NED IN THE ABOVE NEWSPAPER ARTICLES. NYO lND ICES 

CONTAIN NO REFERENCES TO THESE NAMES. 

NO FURTHER ACTIONBEIOO TAKEN BY NYO. 

END 

SMD FB 1 HQ CL.R 
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