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U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
January 27, 2017 

 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 

 
 

 
FOIPA Request No.: 1364377-000 
Subject: ESTABROOKS, GEORGE HOBEN 

 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
  

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act.  Enclosed is one CD containing 495 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions.  This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

 
Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this release.   

 
 Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject, 
you may request an additional search for records.  Submit your request by mail or fax to – Work Process 
Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA  22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request 
Number in your correspondence.   
 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).  This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request.  Your patience is appreciated. 
 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States  
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you  
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site:  
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.”  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 
  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home


 

 
 
 You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

Enclosure(s)  

mailto:ogis@nara.gov
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government  service 

he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 
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ATIJEN'fliON 

The following documents appearing in FBI files have been reviewed under the provisions of The Freedom of 
Infom1ation Act (FOIA) (Title 5, United States Code, Section 552); Privacy Act of 1974 (PA) (TitleS, United States Code, 
Section 552a); and/or Litigation. 

D FOIA/PA D Litigation D Executive Order Applied 

Requester: 
Subject: 
Computer or Case Ident 1cation Number: 
Title of Case: 
*File 

------------~~--------------------------------------------~~----------
Serials Reviewed: 

Release Location: *File 
--------~--------------------------------

This file section has been scanned i o the FOIPA Document Processing Sys (FDPS) prior to National Security 
Classification review. Please see the document located in the FDPS for current cia ification action, if warranted. Direct 
inquires about the FDPS to RIDS Service Reques Unit, 202-324-3773. 

File Number: 
Serial(s) Reviewed: 

FOIP A Requester: 
FOIPA Subject: 
FOIPA Computer Number: 

File Number: 
Serial(s) Reviewed: 

FOIPA Requester: 
FOIP A Subject: 
FOIPA Computer Number: 

File Number: 
Serial(s) Reviewed: 

FOIPA Requester: 
FOIPA Subject: 
FOIPA Computer Number: 

THKS lFOJRM liS TO lBE MAll Al!NED AS THE TOJP' SEruAJL OJF THE JF'KJLE, UT NOT SEruAJLKZED. 

SCANNED BY DocLa 

DATE:--~~~-----

r .~ ~T SERIAL:...JG..J.::::o..~.,.C.J-) ---

ATTEN110N 

DO NOT REMOVE JFJROM JFKJLE 
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·y J~, gGGAR HOOVER 

. . DIRECTOR 

EAT:TAM ~· Ji§. ~epnr:tmeut of J/ustire 
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December 24, 1935 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

I 1\ir. · · -- ----- --- · 

'I 1\~r. Foxworth. ---- -

!! !Sr. I!~:~!Jo --- -------

; II~..-. .Joc ~ph --------- -

h L~::. I~,_,:w -- -- --- -----
1 

: j l.~'-· !,c~tzr - ----------

:~ ~:- ~~;~~~:::~ ::::: ~~ 
. : '_':u-;;: ------ ---- -- ~ 

I ha:ve reviewed the attached memorandum addressed . to:_ ->' ------- --- ~ 
you by Mr. Lester under date of December 10, 1935, concerning __ the ____ __ ..... · 
experiments conducted by Dr. George Estabrooks, Professor of ________ -----······· ~ 
Psychology at C()lgate in the use of practical and applied hypnotism. · -
I believe that the Bureau's time would be well spent if some 
employee having a scholastic background in psychology were auth-
orized to spend as much time as is necessary with Dr. Estabrooks for 
the purpose of developing his technique and obtaining the benefit of 
his experience. I believe that hypnotism has wonderful possibilities 
in the investigative fie.ld and have noticed a number of articles in 
the past year dealing with the success encounte~ed by various European 
agencies, particularly, I believe, in Hungary, in the use of hypnotism 
during the course of questioning of subjects. 

E. A. Tamm 

. . · 

J{ .· 
;,J,_;_3fi2f~_f_ . __ · __ __ ! 

FE ~ ~ .t : ,:_ u __ ~ ; . . ... ; ~ji_ ~ ~ ~ G.J '. tC ,·a , RECOBDED 

~ t. i f~~Ji IJ0 
1'. 
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December 
outlined 
opinion 

Re: 

Jlfe~eral tiur.eau ~£ ~n&estigation 
~-- ~. !9eparlnt.ent o£ IDus:tic~ 

~asfrin.sf0111 !L a!. 

December 10, 1935. 

MEfvlORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

""' . . . ~ . ' 

Practical qypnotism a·~plied by 
Dr. Georg~~t;-~brooks or.~o!gt;!-,te 
University ~culty. 

While in Colgate University~ to fill speaking epgagements on 

1/I.?. "i'ffi«Y·=~· 
.: i}f~~~ G~_,..;;;;..,., 

.,..,.,..,"""'"""""""""';,&.,. 

9, 1935, Dr. George Estabrooks,·Professor.of Psychology at Colgate, 
to me a plan of practical and applied ~pnotism and asked my 

concerning it. 

Dr. Estabrooks has made considerable research into this subject 
and has been encouraged therein by Dr. George B. Cutten, President of 
Colgate University, a psychologist of some note himself who published some 
outstanding works about twenty years ago on this subject. Dr. Cutten 
informed me that he had witnessed many of Dr. Estabrooks' experiments and 
that they were marvelous· in their results. 

~ Dr. Estabrooks !Jas dweloped s me~ls J;o 
~;ep without their knowledge that they are being bypnotized. He· does not 
use the eyes in this method but a gentle massage of certain portions of the 
neck. As he explained the theory, the ~otized person does not realize 
that he bas been hypnotized. He has made hundreds of experiments in the last 
two years, particularly with CCC Camp members, and says that the system is 
absolutely infallible. He says that persons, while asleep from this method, 
will answer any questions propounded to them absolutely truthfully. He has 
also worked out a test, dealing with the reflex of certain nmscles of the hand, 
which he states positively shows whether the subject is actually asleep or 
is "faking" sleep. 

Dr. Estabrooks bas had correspondence with certain members of the 
Military Intelligence Units of the Army and Navy and they have assured him 
that they are very enthusiastic concerning his work along these lines. He 
has been invited to come to Washington and give practical 
representatives of the Military Intelligence Units of 
'these Units to furnish him subjects for demonstrations • 

. RECORDED~ 
I informed him that you were tremendously . .).J.tL..-.u'""'"' 

this kind and that they might have some possible use in crimin()l~~· tf;l. work. . , 
I assured him. that, upon the occasion of his visit to hington,1,- wotftd v~ry , 

. .\,-~ 
,.r-•.t. .. · ' (:j};AjAt ""' · : u.~.9~r·., . .-;.I.-,'·T0r-J·:?·-·:r: 

} ' J" '--.. · -- -~·. -~$ :;j;;,r: ~~~. ~r ,. o·~-~,, .. --.. -_,, 
· · ..j~\;'· )~·;···•, "'' ;S,.'"J) ··· ""' 0 ""9, ~4>~~""? . . r:; ~ 
... s- t). vt. ~1 ·v ~-v;,_,g_v ~ 1, . '"-• ·-~,~ '\: __ -- .-- - ------;-~~-;--==--;- --· -.... -r 
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.. _, __ c__ ~2;,.; --- -· 12-lQ.-35. 

much like to have him meet our Technical Laboratory experts and have a 
confidential discussion with them. 

Dr. Estabrooks assv.red me that his theory was absolutely 
"fool proof" and could be practicErlby anyone without the slightest· danger 
to the subject. I knew Dr. Estabrooks very well as a student at Oxford 
University and believe that his system contains great possibilities in 
crimin~logical work. He informed me that he had been keeping it entirely 
secret and that it had been made knovm ·only to the Intelligence Units of 
the Army and Navy. Because of my personal friendship with Dr. Estabrooks, 
I feel certain that, if you so desire, I can make arrangements for him to 
discuss ·his theory with Mr. Coffey or other members of the Technical 
Laboratory staff, explain the results he has obtained to them in detail 
and, if desirable, give actual demonstrations. If he has a successful 
rnethod, and it seems to me that he ha.s, the Bureau could easily obtain very 
favorable publicity concerning the development of this theory, if and when 
Dr. Estabrooks decided to make it known to the world. 

Incidentally, Dr. Estabrooks' idea is not to make money for himself 
but to aid the world generally, particularly shell-shocked and gased 
soldiers. Dr. Estabrooks was overseas several years with the Canadian 
Armies and had an enviable service record with them. 

I suggest, in this connection, that Dr. Estabrooks might be given 

l 
serious consideration as a lecturer on practical and applied psychology, 
to appear before some of the subsequent Police Training Schools conducted 
by the Bureau. 

I feel that the Bureau has everything to gain and nothing to lose 
by discussing with Dr. Estabrooks, through its technical experts, his theory 
of applied hypnotism. 

Respectfully, 



~ JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 

JJE:LBS 

~ur.eau n£ rJJnla.e.st,...... ..... H4>+ 

~· Jj. ~.epn:dm.eut of Wustic.e 

;mnsqiu_stou, ~L QJ:. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

January 10, 1936. 

j!L The Ex:ecutives' Conference took up for consideration a matter out
lined in Mr. Lester's memorandum of December lOth and Mr. Tamm's memoran
dum of December 24, 1935, relative t'l~ method developed by Dr. George 

~ ~stabrooks, Prafessor of Psychology a~Colgate University, of putting 
~ ~~~ivid~als to sleep vdthout their lcnowledge that they are being hypnoti 

! Dr. Estabrooks was a classmate of IV!r. Lester at Oxford University and d 
A liJl.r. Lester's recent visit to Colgate University he was informed by Dr. 
~ Estabrooks that he had made hundreds of experiments within the last few 

I· years, particularly with CCC Camp members and states that the system 
~· ,, which he ha$ evolved is absolutely infallible. In hypnotizing the individuals 

;, he does not use the eyes, but .massages certain portions of the neck. Mr. 
Ta~~, in his memorandum, states that he believes the Bureau's time would be 

A~ well spent if s·ome employee having a scholastic background in psychology· were 
.; authorized to devote the requisite amount of time with Dr •. Estabrooks for the 

- .:! purpose of developing his technique and obtaining Jl:ihe bep.efit:~of his experience, 

\ ~.·.. as he believes that it has possibi~ities in the investigati:ir~? field. Mr. Lester 
, suggests that it might be desirable· to have·someone in the Laboratory have this 

;· theory explained and wftness some actual demon~t:atio~s and_believes that the 
~ Bureau could easily obtain very favorable pupl~c~ty concern~ng the development 
)</ of the theory. 
I 

-J __..;.- The Conference was opposed to devoting any considerable time to a study 
of this method, as it felt that'the BUI'eau should.be,very circumspect in any 
action regarding the application of this technique.. It b~lieves that it would 
be very undesirable to h~ve any publicity in·connec"tion with this procedure, 
but feels that it might be casually followed up by some representative of 
the Bureau, and recommends that since Mr." Nathan will be in New York State 
within the vicinity of the University in·a short·time that he be authorized to 
tactfully contact Dr. Estabrooks with a.:view to obtaining information regard-
ing this subject. · · 

Those present . .at the Conference were Messrs. Tolson, Nathan, Clegg, 
Edwards, Tamm, Coffey, ·Tracy, Glavin and Quinn. 
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C:J~..r 5 9q7 9-:3 
Proteaaor C. I. Jata~reoka, 
Dtpartaeat ot Paycbol•l1t 
tolaate UniTe~e1ty,· 
lu1lton• hwlnk. 
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lr ... tbNI. ot thia hr...- haa iat-..d. •• or i:li.a .,...., 
1nt•reatinc eetwene• w1'\h 7ou rlcentl7 re4Uft to the tHuuriW.:Uty 
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, 1' tntoroOMo.\ in 4l"1ao det.eo"-i.on. lhl.te you are 11t 1M ~, if ._.. .... 
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bJpnotita a.e ~~A aid ill aol ving l&1f entoroeaat Pl*b~ ,_. ab&11ld like 
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tar. Tracy •••••••••••• 

M:ias Gandy •••• ··--

.... 't .. - ......... ~o .. ~ .. 

' _, __ ..... ·----~--- , lobn Edgar Ho.over, 
DS.r•otor. 



N EDGAR HOOVItR 
Dllt&CTOIII 

!ffiC :ECS 

• • 
Jlfebtral ~urnm of ~nfre5tsafunt 

~ ;J. ;!Jtparlmmt Of :Jumtiu 
~~~.c. 

May 29, 1936. 

:MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

il Mr; '.'l-acy------------
The Executive conference considered a memorandUI!Ji.. ., . 

dated Iviay 25, 1936, submi'\:!;ed by Nf.r. _Nathan relative to hf;s= v.!W.~"- ----- -- ~ 
visit with Professor G. [~ 'stabrook~ Professor of Psych~f?:~f~~~~·::::::::::: ·; 
and Vocational Director a o ·a e University. Mr. NathaL:~.,~ . Y'>"<t 

suggested that Professor Estabro~s' be- in:vi ted to address the 
Bureau's Police Training School and while he is here, as his 
expenses will be paid for the above purpose, he can be provided 
with an opportunity to further discuss and demonstrate the 
technique o~hypnotism and its application to law enforcement 
problems. 

The Executive Conference believed that Professor 
Estabrooks might properly be invited to talk befol"e the Bureau's 
training school for Special Agents, but thought it best not to 
ask him to talk before the Police Training School at this time. 
He can be assigned .. to. discuss some subject in the field of the 
application of psychology to law enforcement without reference 
to hypnotism. 

If this recorr~endation is approved, there is attached 
hereto a memorandwn addressed to 1~. Clegg to effect this 
purpose. 

Nathan, 

T. D. Q,uinn, 
Secretary. 
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r:~ Nnth=;:i 
~ P.'J-,. Tolson ...... . ..... ~ • : l ••• DIRIICTOR 
f )}[?. Bctu!t~mrua '"_/1· 
j C\licf Clerk v··-- ~ 

Ml". Clel!'J:t •••••••••••• 

Mr. Coffey .••••.••••• ;It JS. ~tpxrhnzmt of lus:tite 

;DI.!W~ !J- Gt 
May 25, 1936 

Mr. Edwords ....... . 

I' 
l\ir. Ertan ............ . 

HN:OSH I 
Mi'. FoxwoTth ..... .. 

.Mr. Harbo .......... . 

Mr. Joseph ........ .. 

1\!lr. Ke!th ........... . 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

'I was at· 'Hamilton, New 'york, the seat of Colgate Universi 
on May 16 and 17, 1936. While there I conferred·at length with 
Professor G. H. Estabrooks, who is Professor of Psychology and als •••••• •••••• •a••••• .. •---' 

I .• 
Voc~tional Director of the students at Colgate. I also conferred 
with Dr. Cutten, the President of the University. 

Professor Estabrooks has been conducting experiments in 
hypnotism for a little while and Dr. Cutten has been interested in 
hypnotism for many years. Dr. Cutten is in his sixties and has pub
lished certain books and articles concerning hypnotism, which he wrote 
while at Yale University some years ago. He was an associate of lead
ing psychologists interested in hypnotism at that time, such as the 
late Professor Munsterberg of Harvard. 

Professor Estabrooks demonstrated his ability to hypnotize 
certain subjects by placing under hypnotic influence three students 
of the University. The students were of the scholarly type. One was 
a senior and the other two were sophomores. The subjects were apparently 
put under hypnotic influence wit~out trouble. While under the influence 
they·were given certain post-hypnotic suggestions, such as looking in a 
book at their side, looking up certain references therein, and making 
statements in connection therewith. The experiments proceeded in an 
entirely successful manner. 

Inquiry developed.statements by both Professor Estabrooks and 
President Cutten to the effect that the hypnotic process can to date only 
be applied to voluntary subjects, who will place themselves entirely 
under the guidance of the hypnotizing practitioner. Of course, I pointed 
out that in the application of hypnotism to criminals, the criminals would 
obviously not be cooperative. The matter was discus.sed at some length 
during the two days I was there and it was thought possible that if the 
hypnotizing practitioner could be introduced to the criminal in the guise 
of a physician, who would recommend entire quiet to him, in this manner 
the subject might place himself in a conditiqn whereby the hypnotizing 
process would be successful. This is, of course, possible. The technique 
would have to be evolved b,y practice, in accordance with the circumstances 

of each individual case. RECORJt~~~ ~~1{;-~·;;:::~~0e:l.q?··~=-_2. __ :
1
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Director. - 2- 5/25/36 

Professor Estabrooks had certain ideas relative to the use of 
hypnotism during war time; such as placing a messenger under hypnotic 
influence, giving him a message to be delivered ·at a distance, and also 
affording him the post-hypnotic suggestion.that this message should be 
delivered to no person except upon the disclosure of certain code words. 
I told him I did not see how this particular phase of the matter would 
be of professional interest to the Bureau and he agreed with me. 

The hypnotic technique seems simple. It should be understood, 
however, that Professor Estabrooks pointed out that only one in five 
individuals is an appropriate hypnotic subject, and that, as stated in 
the foregoing, the subjects must cooperate to the fullest extent with 
the practitioner. 

Professor Estabrooks was of the op~~on that the process could 
be demonstrated to a selected group of Bureau representatives in six 
days. The technique, as I observed it, if it could be imparted at all, 
could certainly be imparted in six days to Bureau representatives. I am 
of the opinion, however, that certain indefinable qualities must be 
possessed by said Bureau representat:h¥e.s. Just what these qualities 
are I am unable to state. · 

Of course, there is 'ample room for deception in cases of hypnotism, 
inasmuch as the subject might feign hypnotic sleep and perform.actions in 
accordance with post-hypnotic suggestions which he naturally would hear 
during his feigned. sleep. Professor Estabrooks pointed out, however, 
that he possessed a certain instrument called, as I recall it, the psycho
galvan~rnet~r, wbichiafforded a sure test as to whether the subject was 
sleeping or otherwise. 

During the tests Professor Estabrooks transferred "control" from 
himself to myself, in order that I might ask the subject certain questions 
during the hypnotic trance. He answered all questions asked and appeared 
to have a better memory during the trance than when fully conscious. 
This, I was told by both President Cutten and Dr. Estabrooks, is in accord
ance with their research activities. Hypnotized subjects possess a much 
clearer memory when under the influence than otherwise. Professor Esta
brooks pointed out that a subject accustomed to the hypnotic control of 
one individual could not be hypnotized by another individual, so for this 
reason I tr~ed ho hypnotic experiments with his subjects myself. 
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My recommendation is as follows: 

I 'am of the opinion that the Bureau, particularly the Laboratory, 
should engage in every possible research activity along lines of modern 
scientific .law enforcement interest. I am of the opinion that Professor 
Estabrooks should be ~nvited to come to Washington to address the next 
Police Training School, but not along the ·line of hypnotism. His subject 
is psychology and he coUld address the class on this subject. From what 
I could observe, he could deliver as interesting a lecture as the other 
outside scholars. He appeared to be much interested in young people and 
is probably a good instructor. While here in Washington, the Bureau could 
avail itself of his services for the purpose of taking a selected group 
of say supervisors and Laboratory experts, ~or the purpose of demonstrating 
upon them and to them his hypnotic process. Possibly in.that group we 
could find certain subjects who could be hypnotized and in that same group 
certain subjects who, by reason of continued experiments on the individuals 
hypnotized, could develop the technique. 

It all seems a little visionary, but I am of the opinion that 
proper research activity should be conducted. If this is accomplished, 
however, and particularly if any success is attained therein, it is 
highly desirable that the strictest secrecy be observed as to the Bureau's 
work along this line, inasmuch as any publicity would have an undesirable 
effect upon possible future criminal subjects, 4nasmuch as they would be 
on their guard against hypnotic suggestions •: 

Professor Estabrooks was of the opinion that through the Bureau 
he could obtain access to criminals in jails. This would undoubtedly be 
a splendid idea, but I pointed out to him that the Jails, Federal or 
otherwise, were not under the control of the Bureau and that the Bureau's 
influence with jail officers might be harmful to him rather than helRful. 

I 

, Professor Estabrooks would be entirely willing to come to 
Washington for the purpose indicated in the foregoing. His expenses, 
of course, would have to be paid, inasmuch as I gathered that his 
compensation was not particularly remunerative. 

Pre.sident Cutten desired to send his regards to the Director 
and stated that he would be willing at all times to assist in every 
possible manner and. reply to any requests for advice or suggestions. 
Dr. Cutten ·impressed:me very favorably, both as a sch~ and as a practical 
man. He has had long experience·and is an educator of considerable stand
ing and influence, from all I could gather. I would rely much upon Dr. 
Cutten. 

Very~s, 

H. Nathan. 
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· Professor G. H. Estabrooks, 
Department of Psychology, 

0 Colgate University, 
Hamilton, New York. 

;! 
t'to..hft l ~ Uv 
ur - La, dear Professor: 

I want you to knt;>w that I thoroughly appreciate the 
valuable time which you gave to the Bureau during tha past 
week. Unfortunately I wa:3 not able to attend the demonstra
tion which was given on the evening of July .31st, but I have 
studied V!i th great interest the repol .. ts on th·3 same which I 
received from those pres3nt. Fully m~ara of the meny obntacles 
in the pe,th of practical e.pplicntion of theee principles 1 I 
nevertheless feel that the whole problem is worthy of careful 
study. 

Your lecture before the Special .Agents on Saturdcy 
morning was very well received and I V"ant to thvnk you for 
cooperating to this extent with our training school division. 

Mro Acers has advised me of the greet interest you 
evidenced in the work of the Bureeu when he shoved you <~round 
and I take this opportunity to advise you tho..t your finger.;. 
prints have been duly recoi-ded und are h<dng placed in the 
Personal Identification section of the fingerprint files. 

~ _ . . I hope that in connection ui th any fur·cher work uhich 
~ ur. Nuth~ny.ou . .m.~ght do along the line of the demons~ration here, Y?U 
if Fe-. '!'olsonwill-.n~t hesitste. to communicate freely "Qnth the Bureau m 

~ ~~:: ~:~:::11-~~:::~~~ter which may be of mutual i~terest. 
II r:!'. c-,-:-ey ---··------ ~ Sincerely yours, 
!I rr.:-. iL':::~;ncy --------· : 
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· i !Vi-,. G!adn ...... ----- ~ 

. i.V:r. Earbo ----------- ~ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. EDWARDS. 

Rez_;, Specialj~. ~l!lE __ n ___ -.~. ~r. ,ati~:m on 
7:, hyp!l(j-ic. _t_e~E!t-:1:~1:1~- by Dr. 

G. H. Estabrooks. 
' . I 

Mr. Davrsey ....•••.. 

Mr. Edwards ...•...• 

l.\1!~. Foxworlh ..... .. 

Mr. Glavin .......... . 

Mr. J]m·bo ~·-------

Mr. Jogeph ..•••.•••• 

Mr. L.QGter ......... .. 

. Mr. N!chols ..••••.••• 

Mr. Qu~n ........... . 

Mr. Sch:~.der ....... .. 

The following report is submitted concerning the special demonstra
tion on hypnotic technique by Dr. G. H. ~stabrooks before the Executive Con
ference and several members of the Laboratory at S o'clock P. M. July 31, 1936. 
On the whole the demonstration was fairly impressive. It must be remembered 
that hypnotic technique involves the use of conditioned subjects and this con
ditioning apparently takes some time, the more time devoted to it, apparently, 
the more effective the results. In this regard Dr. Estabrooks was somewhat 
handicapped having but a five day period here in Washington in which to con
dition the two subjects. Of course, it is realized that the ver,y same prob
lem constitutes one of the bigg~st obstacles to the possible use of any such 
technique from the practical investigative standpoint. 

In the first demonstration given, Mr. D. J. Parsons of the Labora
tory was put in a hypnotic state by Dr. Estabrooks in a period of about one 
minute, using suggestions on~, that is no artificial gadgets such as lights, 
mirrors or otherwise were used. The Doctor after giving a signal which had 
previously been suggested on a number of times under hypnosis to-Parsons and 
which constituted lighting a cigarette, then proceeded orally suggesting 
that Parsons was going into a relaxed state. He kept the subject in this 
state for a period of four or five minutes during which he caused him to 
rigidly stiffen his .arm, rotate his hands in a certain specified manner and 
also asked simple.questions as for instance, "Did you go to Quantico today?" 
to which he was successful in receiving replies. Upon returning to conscious
ness, Parsons had but a very vague memory of what took place. 

In his second demonstration he used Mr. R. A. Lovett of the 
Technical Laboratory, using an even quieter technique. He appeared to be 
successful in eausing hypnotic sl.eep in perhaps thirty seconds with this 
subject. Throughout this test he merely questioned the subject putting 
simple questions and getting simple yes and no &flSWer.s-,-e:xcef)t,~-whePe~th&- Ml 

subject gave his street address upon request. ~ ~:;;;;a".J~~7,!J-~ ... !i, .. " .. l 
Following this he demonstrated and exp;Laihed the use 'of-the' .. tech;; ;,_.;J I 

nique where it involved a victrola record prepared by b4m. rLa~~pn he gave 
1 

a demonstration of the effectiveness of the victrola rA.Jc67rd/ d_ti.:?J:.n~ which-
1 r ~, 

• " • ! RECORDED ; ,· , , . i''lC(J C·f J ;<'T\~·~ 
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time both of the above-named subjects again went into a hypnotic state under 
the sole influence of the victrola record. This record is one of Dr. Esta
brooks 1 voice and was made in the Laboratory. It runs for seven minutes. 

Subsequently Dr. Estabrooks undertook a description and explanation 
of the fundaments and possible application of hypnosis and after his own 
explanation inviteq questions, many of which were put to him by the members 
of the Bureau present. Dr. Estabrooks admitted the difficulty of approaching 
the criminal subject under suitable pretext, but thinks it can be worked out. 
He mentioned experimental work which he expects to conduct with subjects of 
the criminal type in Utica, New York in collaboration with the Sheriff's 
office. He hopes that he will be able to develop certain of these individuals 
into excellent informants who will go out and seek information influenced by 
suggestions made to them in hypnosis and will later report back only when 
hypnotized the information the,y have gathered, the important point in Esta
brooks' theory being that the subject himself would have no conscious knowledge 
of the information he was carrying nor would he be aware of the fact that he was 
being an informant. Estabrooks also pointed out the possibilit.y of its use 
on witnesses, particularly children, in an effort to better open up their 
minds to truthful detail in their statements. 

In general he appears unusually cooperative and willing to help the 
Bureau in any way that he can, either in experimental work or in practical 
work of any kind. I got the impression from him, for instance, that should 
the Bureau itself be confronted with an emergency situation of some nature 
which might require the advice or assistance of a psychologist trained in 
matters of psychia~ry and }Vpnotism, that he would be perfectly willing and 
in fact, anxious to give his time to the problem and proceed, if necessary, 
to any part of the country in order to help on the same. He further 
indicated that he is planning to continue his experiments quite extensively 
in Colgate University and invited the Bureau to have me or some other repre
sentative of the Bureau visit there'occasionally and examine the work being 
done to make suggestions and if need be, to ask for the consideration of any 
special problem. 

All in all I feel that the fundamental principles
1
of hypnotism have 

been adequately demonstrated by Dr. Estabrooks on his visit here and are not 
baing disputed. The real problem as it seems to me is that of any practical 
application of these principles. I·think we-should al~ give some thought and 
consideration to the possibility of obtaining any value which might exist in 
such methods applied to interrogation work, particularly in special or unusual 
instances which might confront the' Bureau. I do not see where we can lay .down 
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any definite program for this, however, except to keep in touch and on 
friendly terms with Dr. Estabrooks and keep up to date on his experiments 
and as opportunity might present itself in connection with the actual 
work of the Bureau where everything is not oply ideal from the subject 
standpoint, but absolutely safe from the Bureau's standpoint~perh ps 
enlist the aid of Dr. Estabrooks. . 

Saturday afternoon Mr. Acers took Dr. Estabrooks on a · ~ 
of the Bureau at which time he was fingerprinted. I am attaching a 
letter for the Director's signature .tbanking the Doctor for his visit 

· here and acknow~edging the fingerpri~t card. 

Respectfully, 



Placement Bureau 

I1·'Ir. J •. E. Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of .Investi[''.£l.tion. 
U .• d. Department of Justice 
~iashint;ison, D. C. 

COLG"''I.TE u1:UVER3ITY 
Hamilton, N. Y. 

liUe;ust ? , 1936. 

;/;; Dear Iv;r., Hoover: 

J I want to thank you for your letter of August 4th. L· ,, 
" hardly need tell you that I most thoroughly enjoyed m.y :iashington trip 

and obtained, I hope, a real insight into the nature of the Bureau's problem. 

It was extremely good of you to allow me the spare time 
in which to contact the other agencies who had expressed interest in my work. 
I feel 1 that as a result we are no·w in a position to discuss developments ~n 
a much more intelligent manner. 

Since my return, I have been following a lead which will, I 
hope, enable me to give you folks a definite answer to one of the major 
problems which were discussed in the Friday conference. I will communicate 
with you more fully as soon as we are in a position to undertake experimental 
work along these lines. 

Do please give my sincerest regards to I:f.r. Nathan, Hr. Coffey, 
and the many other members of the Bureau vvhom I met. I regret exceedingly 
that you were not able to attend the demonstration in question, but I realize 
that after all there are more important things in your office than watching 
the detailed research work which may come in. 

I assure you that both Dr. Cutten and myself are extremely 
interested in the nature of these problems and will do ~ everything we can 
to assist'i~ their solution. 

Sincerely yours, 

C) 
G. H. Estabrooks. 
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Dr. G. H. Estabrooks, 
Colgate Uni~ersity1 
H$milton. New York. 

l have Jr"OUr letter of AttgUat 17th, which 1 
have carefully considered. I feel that it, would be 
well to go rather slowly in conducting the experiments 
to ~hich you refer,. the.t ls, so fat' us ~ny ottlcial 
formal or aQ3 iaformal Bureau approv$1 is eoncernt~. 
there· e..re certain de.tlnt.te di.tficultie• 1A the rnattet' 
or experimenting in tbe use of drugs an.d arv!sthetica • 
l b&Yo• ot couree, complete sna entire co~fidenc• iG 
you• and it ay •eU be that thia confidence could ba 
extended to otber p.comi.nent re•eau·ch experts. Frankly, 
however, ic view of the extt>emely deltoate cha:t'act•r of' 
the •¥:ork "hioh 1 t is conte:nplated dU be pertom•4, X 
~tould !JlUCh prefer to delay it, so far aa the Bur•au is 

,,, 

t:n ti.ny manner concerned, un'Cil a later date, certainly 
Ulltil lr. Coffey or soae other .Bureau of'ticial hao the 
opportunity to go into thi$ matter more .in detail with 
you. 'the circumstancea indicate that it will be possible . 
to diseuse this further t1om.et1:me later, in the fd.l. 

I am certain that· you llfUl. lli."lderstand fully my 
posl tion in this matter and will appreciate the brtwrtance 
of t.he iosuea involved. 

• ~. ).",~'fT"":"C.t.~ --~···• 1.\ 
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August 21, 1936. 

MEMORANDillli FOR MR. NATHAN,. 

Re: Doctor G. H. Estabrooks' experiments 
regarding developing the hypnotic state 
in experimental subjects. 

!:0 
t=j 
0 
0 
::;; 
t::l 
t=l 
t::' 

Doctor G. H. Estabrooks' letter of August 17, 1936 advises o 
that he has arranged with the Superintendent of the Psychiatric Hospital ~ 
at Syracuse and with Doctors Dooley and Buettner of the 51racuse Medical ~ 
School to conduct experiments up there for this Bureau, using various ~ 
drugs and anaesthetics as an aid to developing the hypnotic state in the ~ 
experimental subjects. He further states that State Commissioner Parsons ~ 
has placed his okay on the project and he seeks the permission of the -~ 
Director to carry on the experiments. He also infers that Doctor Buettner, ~ 
the anaesthetist, should be reimbursed, if possible, for ~me and materials, . 
although the Doctor would be willing to contribute them gratis if they (__ 
could not be paid for. He further suggests that it might be a good 
idea for me or some representative of the Bureau to confer up there witrr ?-
the group before the work began and/or to be present at the first series ~-

.of experiments nwi th a view to keeping us on the right track". ··~.) 
I 

It looks as though Doctor Estabrooks is really moving ahead ~ 
with this thing; in fact, he seems to be going a good deal further than v-,. 
he indicated when he was here at the Bureau. Of course, no suggestion ~ 
was given to him here to the effect that the Bureau could take part in 
the conduct of experiments utilizing drugs and serums. As a matter of 
fact he was distinctly told (and the reasons explained to him) that the 
Bureau could not officially be connected with such experiments. At the 
same time I think his enthusiasm should be encouraged wherever the 
Bureau can safely do so and for that matter, I can see no harm in these 
gentlemen going ahead with their experiments on their own initiative, 
provided the,y do not use the Bureau as authority for their so doing. I 
further think it might be well, if possible, to arrange some compensa-

., 'r~iJCY ... ·. :· ' tion for Doctor Buettner if he is going to put time and material in the 
;yw'~ J experiments, a1 though at the moment I am frank to admit that I do ·not 

r(/.1 " ij yet lmow how the Bureau could reimburse him and yet not be connected 

~ t-" 1 fM __ v7t:'!f:~ - -\1~" / ~"'11" "kf UOOBllED ~---/'1:::,-~ CJ --'()J _- __ --_.. 1j 
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with the experiments. 

• 

We have previously made inquiries into the use of truth 
serums and have observed some experiments and have conferred with 
various doctors but we have always stopped short of the actual 
conduct of experiments ourselves or where our name was connected 
due to the remQte but always present danger of injury or death to a 
subject of the experiment, as well as the danger of adverse press 
criticism for doing work of this kind. 

It"might be well for me to go up there and try to straighten 
these gentlemen out and perhaps the Executive Conference would wish 
to consider the whole subject. 

Respectfully, 

E rlt1fr-t 
E. P. Coffey. 1"" 

Addendum: 
, I 

Dr. Estabrooks' letter which is attached will require a reply. 
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PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover . 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

August 17, 1936 ~ 

~ Permit me to thank you for the check covering my e_:x;penses while in 
Washington. 

Since my return, I have been particularly interested in one phase 
of the problem which seems of possible use to the Bureau; namely, 
that question of the use of drugs as an aid to hypnosis or any · 
allied condition. 

With this end in view, I have made several trips to Syracuse and 
have arranged the following set-up which I hope will meet with 
your approval. Dr. Steckel, Superintendent of the Bsychiatric 
Hospital, which is a branch of the hospital attached to the 
Syracuse Medical School, has obtained permission from State
Commissioner Parsons to carry on research work with the so-called 
11 Court Cases". These are cas·es of delinquency placed in the 
institution by the court for a thirty-day observation period. Very 
much the type of case with which you folks have at times to deal. 
Dr. Steckel agrees,withyour permission to permit such experiments 
as you may suggest. . J 

Through the good offices of Dr. Steckel and Dr. Dooley of the 
University Medical School, I su~ceeded in interesting Dr. Buettner, 
acknowledged as the best anaesthetist in Syracuse. He is 
particularly interested in the possibilities presented by nitrous 
oxide and also by the various other drugs which might be used in 
such cases. I saw him this morning and am quite convinced that 
he will attack the pr:oblem in a very open-minded yet critical 
manner. 

This combination of qo.ctors, I am convinced, would .give us pretty 
much the set-up we need-Dr. Steckel being the supervisor of a 
large hospital, Dr. Dooley,one of our national authorities on 
hypnotic drugs, and Dr. Buettner, a really high grade anaesthetist. 
It would then be possible to attack the problem from a really 
scientific angle and discover just to what extent these drugs in 
conjunction with hypnptism could aid in obtaining information. 

It would be possible for us to begin this research at almost any 
time that the cases are ready in the hospital. Ideally, it might 
be a good idea if someone, say Mr. Coffey, could meet this group 

cV~ AUG:n 19~®1 
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PLACEMENT BUREAU 

2-Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

CCLG.&,TE -l,INIVERSITY 
H~M .. LT~N, N.Y. • 

before the work began or be present at the first series of experi
ments with a view to keeping us on the right track. This would not, 
of course, be essential. 

Would it be at all possible for Dr. Buettner to receive some com
pensation for the time and the materials which he might use~ I 
told him that I would mention this question to you and he replied 
that, while he would be extremely glad to receive such compensation, 
he would be willing to contribute time and materials for the further-. 
ance of the cause. 

I would greatly appreciate your reactions to this set-up. Do 
please give my very sincerest regards to Mr. Nathan, Mr. Clegg, and 
the many others whom I met at the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
7)~ C..,f-fe.,. .S~v-el4 J( t'.s f.H ... .sf~ -t;arcf~, 

Most sincerely yours 

GHE:w 
0 G. H. Estabrooks 
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Dr. o. B. Estabrook•• 
Colgate Uni.-eraity, 
Hamilton, New York. 

With reference to 7our l•tt$r ot Auguet 28, 1936, 
the Buraa~ ba• aince received · the req,ueat of the Torch Club 
for a sp~ker betore their dianer on ooto~er l9tQ ~d I 
have dea1pated ltr • I.. P. Coffey to tultill this engagMent. 

AeeorUuilY; I thiu your ngge•tion ia well taken 
that lfr_. Cotte1 utilise this opporttmi ty to Cf>nl'er' further . 
with )"'U while he i• 111 the Y1eWty u.cl he Will therefore 
plan to be in U:Uca Ul. d&,. of th• 19th a.nd. if neeeaaai7 
sta;r ov_. uaUl. the 20th provided thea• dat.ep will eo.nven1entl7 
1'1t in With .your plant at ·th&t titB.e-. · 

:~·~)~ :?'/:·?~ .. , ' 

lobA Edgar Hoover, 
t>irecto:r. 
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LGATE UNIVER 

HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

7 
r,Ir. J. Bdgar Hoover . 
Federal Bureau of Investigat1.on 
Department of Justice 
1f!ashington., D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

GH:C:::w 

August 
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September 15, 1936 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

Ft.;.-:. Fcll:Wo~ ••• •• •. 

M:r. Clavln . . ••....... 

ltb·. ~arbo .•.•••• ••• . 

r.::1·. Jo~2p.d . ... ·-- --

M::-.. J..Je Er~e:; - -- - - -- - - -

IY.h·. Nl~"-cla . .•• • •••. 

An Executives Conference, held today, at which 
there were present Messrs. Tolson, Quinn, Tamm, Clegg, 
Foxworth, Schilder and Nathan, gave .further consideration -, 
to the matter of Executives Conference action of September . 
4, 1936 relative to the continuation ofJhypnotic experiments 
with Pro.fessorl>Estabrooks. 

~o· · 
It .. was decided by the Conference that, inasmuch 

as Mr. Coffey is to speak in Utica, New York in October, 
it would be appropriate for him at that time to confer at 
length with Professor Estabrooks with a view to ascertain
ing whether it would be advisable to make arrangements to 
send a Bureau representative for a further two weeks study 
with Professor Estabrooks, in order that said Bureau repre
sentative might be developed ~o perrorm hypnotic work him
self • 

Respectfully, 
For the Conference, 

All INfORMATION CONTAI~~\) 
HEREIN IS UNCLASS~\~2-u-...s. 
OATE~~\\Q BY~ 



!JOHN EDGAR HOOVER • DIRECTOR 

HN:CSH 

~· ~. ~epttrhnt!uf of Jlustiu 

~a:sqingfmt, ~· (!L 

September 4, 1936 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

~- ~;~. ~~;.:.-.... ~-. 
iJ l\'1::-:--. Tolson._ 

11 ,_~,.. !:m•:::h:nan ••..•• 

~ I.1:-. C!t:·G·g ................... ~ 

~ M.,-. Coliey ....•••.••• 

~ Mr. Dawsey ..• ·----· 

~ f.!lr. 1?-ran ...••.• · •.•••.• 

!! l'l!r. F<:xworth .•..••. 

~ r~~r. G!evin ... ._ .............. .. 

~ !ll:r. ~a:rbo ...•••••••• 

I~ l\1.,-. fo•epb .. 0 ....... 

l
u ;;:: ~:::::~-;;!--······· - ---- .. --

IY.U. ... cm~:L ____ _____ _ 

::.!:. s::a!Idex ................ .. 

, :!':ir. r't.,amm -----------

1: ::t.-. Txaey ......••.... 

·The Executives Conference, consisting of Messr~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~:~:: 
Tamm, Clegg, Quinn; Lester, Foxworth, Schilder and Nathan, U .. :.:~:=:~~::.:::;:;.···~ 
considered the suggestions contained in Mr. Tamm's memorandum 
of August 6, 1936, relative to the continuation of experiments 
in hypnosis for criminal investigations. After some discussion 
the Conference split as follows: 

Mr. Clegg tho.ught we should write a letter to Colgate every tvvo 
months or so to ascertain how Professor Estabrooks is getting 
along. 

Messrs. Lester, Foxworth and Tamm thought we should send a man 
from the Laboratory to Colgate to study further with Professor 
Estabrooks for a period of approximately two weeks. 

Messrs. Quinn, Schilder and Nathan thought that further 
experimentation .. and study should be conducted by the Bureau 
Laboratory. Mr~ 

1
Schilder stated he saw no objection to writing 

a letter every couple of months. 

---· 

Respectfully . 
1 

For the Co erence, 



t JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

..... ~~" ~ 
it 

DIRECTOR 

EAT:TMF 

Jtfwcral ~urcau :of ~nilcsfigafimt 
~- ~- ~~nrlumtt of IDm;fir.e 

~nsfriughn~ lEI·(!.!. 

August 6, 1936 

MEMORANDm~ FOR THE DIRECTOR 

Mr. Foxworth ••••••. 

Mr. Gla...tn ••••••••••• 

Mr. Barbo ••••••••••• 

:J .';, :'J Mr. Joseph 7 .... LJ f'{ / 1.. . Mr. Le8ter ••••••••••• 
Mr. Nichols •••••••••. 

Mr. Quinn .••••••••••• 

Mr. Schilder..... --

Mr. Tamm •• J ...... . 
Mr. Tracy---······---

I have observed with a great deal of interest the exper~·~~~ 
conducted by Professor Estabroo~at the Bureau relative to the us 
hypnosis in criminal investigations. Admitting that but l/5th of 
adults are susceptible to hypnosis I believe that this subject pr~~~~=-====~ 
very definite possibilities for the Bureau within a limited field. In 
every gang and mob there are weaklings and I~el1eve th~t through these 
weaklings we may obtain a great deal of valuable information. In the 
Bremer case, Bolton, of course, talked voluntarily. If he had not, I 
feel that through the use of hypnosis we might have obtained valuable 
information from Volney Davis, Edna Murray and the minor members of the 
gang, particularly the women associates. We are confronted, of course, 
with a practical difficulty in developing both a technique· and a skilled 
operator to handle this type of work. I believe Dr. Estabrook's sug-
gestion that the lie detector be utilized as a mechanical means o( inducing 
the subject to relax, etc. has decided possibilities as does the fUrther 
suggested use of the prete)rt of the hypnotic operator to be a doctor, who 
is to prescribe for the subject. I believe that the Laboratory should 
give serious, immediate and continual attention to the development of 
a proper expert in this field and suggest that some person be designated, 
preferably with some educational background in normal and abnormal 
psychology, to spend some time at Colgate with Dr. Estabrook, in order that 
he may be qualified as a hypnotist. In the selection of personnel for 
this assignment it is of course not necessary that the person chosen have 
an academic knowledge of psychology at the time of his selection, because 
by conc~ntrated study,a person could acquire all that is incorporated in 
legitimate text books upon this subject in a period of three or four weeks. 

f~t;' 
(; ~ .. 
'• 

:&EOORDED 
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To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 

U OF INVESTIGATION 
ARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Qct():ber 17 •·· 19)6 . 
f) . ·. . 

DR. G. ~. ~ABB.OOKS 
Transmit the following message to: COLrJA!E UJIVERSI!! 

ll.AMILTON ff!.'W lOU~ 

~ .. 

Uln''OB.ESP CIBCOliS'rAli'CES NECESSITATE C.lBC.if.Lt.ATIO. aal• OGFFE!$ ·OOiffE!Pt.A.TJJD · 

?!UP '1'G U'!'tCA. OO~B~ lliNftBEN'I'S: A~ll 1*-i~~. &V~ ~om; J3 . 
. · ··~\ .. . 

euaSTlfUtE sPmtm ·ron. roooR cx.ua. rix·rmm tJH ocro1ijlJf Nn~ ma. n. mutm 
.·· ·>·.)"':..- •' . 

S?EC:t.Ua AGUt IB CRAl\Gl oF .ntill -~c{~··OFP1CjtJ1i' i~u tiD IU.VS m .. 4fN!SD 
\. ~ . ;'\ 

is. Pmaf BY T~. OAlLIO~GLCQtfTDPLAm · eoHFEP.ENC.ES O.N OTB~ . . . ~ . -.-.-~ . ..:-;: ~ .' . _____ __;.:, ____ .· ... 
. .f:tl ·, ~ 

ti'tl'EfW .fttT:fl wt. OOFF!t. TO llEGIB idHD!Y Qlil.NO .O(::TOB~ TWENTI SIJ.'fB~ 

·I 

,_J: ... . - . 
_,,j'·" ! 

JOHN EDGAR OOOVU 
DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
US DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

SENT VIA ___ __:::__ ____ _ 

... , . . , 

I-~ • • ·. 

i' 

' . 

· ·~

j 
~ . 

' ~ ' 
\'!) . 

1 . 



t>r •. a. ll. ist.abrooka1 
Colgate tln1Yers..ttr1 
tiwlt.on, New l'ork-. 

l • in receipt ot 70ur letter of Octob_. 
19, 1936, &nfl Wirth to $dv1S!lt ~t lfr,. f;off'fJ7 l.Ookl 
tonard to bis eontvenee with 1ou ~~ weu. . . 

l'i th regarfi tG yo~ retere.nee to tbf) 11ork 
of V. B. Lyon, :Xn~Sti:tute for JuYanilo .Reoem"cb, 
Ohic-.p. ,J0\1 are advie*-'4 tl:m~ lb- •. L;onht rueerch 
ue. pl"eV1ollllY co~a to thtJ attention of the Bureau ~ 
and has been tound to be very interesting. 

John ldgar ~lo~i1r, 
Director. 

I ' 

--.. 

·- ..... ·r 

....... .. ' 



COPY ~. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

COLGATE uNIVERSITY 
fi.AMILTON, N. Y. 

Mr. J.. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

~ Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: : 

~ 
;\,_) 

·-\. . 

October 19, l936. . ..,. 

-'I am sorry tha t Mr. Coffey could not make the trip this we~kend, 
but I am looking forvmrd to hearing his substitute at the Utica 
Torch Club this evening. 

Unless I hear from you to the contrary, I will then be expecting 
Mr. Coffey next Monday, October 26, on the 7:40 A.M. train at 
Utica and will then drive him to Hamilton where we will proceed 
withthe work. After all, his duties at ivashington are at times 
pretty exacting so please do not hesitate to. cancel this date as 
well should anything serious arise. It is a simple matter for 
me to get things straightened out at this end and the matter of 
delay is not important. 

I wish you would refer ~r. Coffey to the name of V.B.Lyon, Insti
tute for Juvenile Research, Chicago. I have just been reading a 
review of his work in Psychological ~bstracts. Apparently he has 
some interesting slants on the lie detector. 

Most sincerely yours 
() 

/s/ G. H. ESTABROOKS '· 

G. H. Estabrooks 

GHE:w 

R.ECORDf~D 

OCT 2 9 ·1936 
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nr-. G• a. lttabi'OO't•• 
:'l~~u. 
Colt•t• t:m-v•,.t.t:r· • 
U.Utoa, .._. tork. 

Your lftter d6tt4 Oetot.r e3,. 19~. 
i'>..a1 bttiC *""•tift<!• ta 1ttioh fOU to :d..Sl)' ~ • "*' _, ......_. •l"!tttlM Poll" P~ble• ot todq.• 

1 .. pl•IH4 ~- 10\l •Jo~• ~ 
tlle a.44NM ~ -.&nt to ... _.. f" tkt. fOUl" 
.._ will eoat.iaue • ·OW' •llbt: 11-' to 
,....,,... oop1• ot "'"'• _,.1'"- o~ p'Wll•ationt 
U ... aft hlMtt4. 

'l'ltb *' W11hN dill tW ,., ....... 

Cllt.!MIWIGHW~S Sf~!"iON -
"' A I l t.i. •,j 
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,I • COLGATE UNIVERSITY 
HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
FedeE~l Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

• 
Oct .• 23, 1936 

Mr. Nathan··/····· 
Mr. Tolson ...•••••••• 

Mr. Ba.gbm.an •••••. 

Mr. Clegg ..•••.•••••• 

Mr. Coffey .......•••• 

Mr. Dawsey ••.•••••• 

Mr. Eg.m ....•. ••••••• 

Mr. Foiworth . . .... . 

I have just been reading your article POLICE PROBLEMS OF TODAY ::: i.t _:_::~-/ 
seems that you make one very excellent suggestion there; ·.namel Gandy _.A(~ 
roll of honor for policemen who died in the performance'· df - the .. .du.ty-~
I can think of few devices which would tend more to the creati .. o.f .. --·- ·-- ·-··
a proper esp;r-~t de corps than some such memorial in ~a:..,.s:::.h~r~:;.:::,...,.:;:..-----~ 
Washington. 

RECORDED 
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EPC:ON 

Dr. J. JJBuettr-Ur,. 
Ch1J!\•• Buil«ing, 
b1ft.euae, "" rort. 

Dur Dr. BlMttlle'l"t 

Oct.Qber )0, 1936. 

llr. cort., bQ 1nft">rMcl • or~ oec
t•renc'-... • . &ttemMcl w1 tb J'OU1 UP. s._&:U A~SttKQtel•. 
Dr. 11. S;f-Dool.,-, al'Ml Prot••aw G. !f.VJ!:atahroob. 
- .._,......,.----·-- - .... ~- - .. '-"""'""' '- . - ·-v ~-- ' •. , .. , .. • - .. ~_ .... __ .... .._ -~ 

Tt. poa11»1U t.:- ot ~rioue *~• innuencing 
the iatenop.\1oa ot crtatiULl •ubJ.cta t• .-.~ 
1nterutiae M4 ne1illd 4at.a oa w. goaa1bU1t7 __. 
ba eata.bliaHII and. pllbUah.C tt •bwl4 pHn (tu1~ 
valuable to th1e 8llr•u• 

.t thilak tn. bter••t •M.:eh JOU e.r• 
••1dec1D! in W• PI'QjHt 1• Yef:7 OOI!Ilea4a.t.ol"J' ucl 
I tiWlt JO"ll to bow thllt. t.bi• .....,u •ppreo1•td 'be.S.sac 
1n:v.t ted. t.o MHtre the •.s.Pfi"Uumta uri reY1ew th•· 
t-esW.t-4 tltet'Mf .. 
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EPC:ON 

~ . 
lll". u. :S. Dool•y,. 

-. Syra.eua.e U.niv•l"titJ', 
Syra:euse, In !o:rk:-

. Dear DJ'. fJcol&)tt · 

·•. 
November 3, 1936 •. 

_.., Ootte1 bee info.ned we ot the con
terence •·hicb ale ctter.td$d with you, Dr. ii&n"J' 1. 
itecltcl, •lh",. l. I. Buettnel"f· ~ .Prof&s.sw G. tl. 

' OEs~brook•, ·and. part1oularl1 of -sow interut 1n 
the po»iible intl.u~ees of var:toas 4ruga on the 
interNptioa ot orimiw eut>Jeeta. 

I .fe-el that ititl.Cb good can cob of ·the 
expwlmeats al.On\$ t.-bt.s Une c~topb.tri bftOU 
~;lad yow aaaecie;tett and JOur' ~Umate tmowltm;ge 
or phansaeol.ogy a.~Cl _previof.$ ~eae.srcb. el!p~:r1enc-e 
in the etteets ot Yti!i1'1ous druge oa the 1u,1.Yi<iual 
ahoulJl. be pt¢tieul&rl1 help~ .. 

At ltr-. <;ottet•-t suggestion l a tl!•tut• 
eittll\g herewith e.Qpie$ of ~ogral!lUl which ~Y~t •t 
ve.r1ov t.111:ea ken br<>Qf;ht to the attentliln ot the 
B·urea• ~.nd wbicb· a,re ettt1tW u f<>l.lo:Us 

l.\lr. N...,_·········: bo4u.ot1on ot Sltt•P &nd Rest 1D P~tychotJ.o 
Casetl by •~ 1. : Blecltwttn:l. "" Il. · 

llarcopi& 1111 !her&p,y .1.u NeuropsycM.a~1o 
i.¥:?. '!'tlhon ••.•••.•••• 

r,&t. Baug}unoll·-···· 
~- Clegg ...••••••• " •• 

Jlh. Comy -·········· r 
Mr. D;:>wecay --·----- · 

Coaditiou ·b7 if .. · J •. SlGckwemt, a.o. 

'~: _.;.~ _ .. 
c.. '·' 
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~- Amytal .t.n Certt.dn l~o!'YOU ~nd Vental. 
. CpnditJ.on~ by w. J. Bleck-.enn, Jl.D • 
. Cr$&1n~l. :contiiUUliO- Under M~_rcoa1s b7 ••. r. 
'L~, •• tJ. . 

,p~etologiea.l Ob8G;"Yat1ons durins Intravenous . 
Sodiua Wt.allf~tcet,ioue, b:t w. F. Lorenz, 
M.D., lf• a. Ree$8; ~n<lAnnette C. laehbv~e. 

% re•l that· JOU .,.1ght fin4 thelt !.n~reaU,r~ 1D 
C<>Jm~U<?& •1tb the proJect •hich JOU ore pPesent.l3' 
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-;;: ~ Fonii' 90-Adm. • • State of New York 

Department of Mental Hygiene 

SYRACUSE PSYCHOPATHIC HOSPITAL 
DIRKOTDA 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Burero1 of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

•.. f .. 

Syracuse, N.Y-. 

November 4th 1936. · 

I appreciate your courteous letter referring to the experiments we are 
attempting to carry out here, which experiments may eventually be of 
service ,to your department. You may rest assured that we shall keep 
you informed of any progress which we may make and appreciate the in
terest you manifest in this proj~c~. 

HAS:HP 

HECORDED 
& 

INDEXED 

!NOV 9 . _; 

Director 

fEDERAL B.URUU .GF INV f:. 

.NO'V I 5 l936 P. M. 
U.s. DEPARl fJIEI'lT OF JiJSTtCE 
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EPC:ON 

October 30: •. 1936. 

near 1J1'. h~~·•· 

Jl,r. Cottey baa 1nfo~ae4 me 9f t\-'-11 inta~.-~t.'t&g 
Y1a1t ~e ha4 a~ HNidlton, IEI'li tork this tteelt~ :+..tti ot thf!l 
-•ant eonf'e~noes •h1cb ne had ldth yolil. }' 

C~ret~ CQ5i6e:rat1on i& pr&t3'$tltly being ttiYft 
to t}everal. ot tn~s• pr&bl-.a U. the Sweau alld I ehall. be 

.pleasecl to uvls~ 7311 sb.ortl¥ Qt tae B\lri'a.uts poeitf.oa 
with reg~r4. to them. 

»r .. Coflfl¥., 1aeid&nt.t\l1.711 m~t1<~taed to m,J yo.• 
intereat, 1D a~· ree..,eautioa QE -~~~A~b6:U•;~e.Uo~ •. 
It occurrecf to ae. tlu.\t .1n Yi• of her· secrewa.l. ~-un
c;$.tf;ou 11h~ .S.gb-t ct:re tQ pl&c. 011 tile with the ,~;ur.-au. 

. . th• at.tt\ebec.i. _,pueatto& ten. 1n end~ thA~ her ... tipllcat1&i1 
aay be atven &ppl"'pi.ate ccmsiG;er-at,lo~ •hoti.d a vae&I\Cf' 
which sh• .ia ~Wi:llt'1ed t& till. ~equetJ~l.Y ~c~~~ 

. Mr. Clegg ........... . 

M:r. Coffey ...... ~ •••• 

l\1r. Dawsey.; ..... . . 

n:r- Egan·. · -··~ ...... '=" ..... . 

Mr. Fo:<:worib ••••••• · 

Mr. CJavb .. ........ . 

Air. 4 1rt-w, --•- .. a• •'" t 

· .·· -.-.- ; .=:..=-:.· - .-~ . -~:, ... ~ ) 
I ' 
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.. ,,,. 
i. " 
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c&;•• _;..:--~::~~ 
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

EPC:ON 

ALL iNFORMAl iON CONTAIN EO 
HEREIN IS UWClASSlt=IED»',Oll 
DATL.l.l!~B't~'\ Of!\!. 

November 19, 1936. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR. 

Re: Visit of Mr. Coffey with Dr. 
G. HPEstabrooks. 

The Conference considered the report submitted by Mr. 

,, ---- . . 

Coffey concerning his visit with Dr. G. H. Estabrooks at Colgate 
University, at wl:ltc.h .... time they discussed the subjects of eXP.~r_i~ 
~~nts w~ variou~ruth ser~.substances and the feasl9~lity of 
teaching·an~ployee of the Bureau's technical laboratory the 
pri.nciples o'UliPJ!&th.eJil• .Mr. Coffey attended during: the Conference's 
consideration and explained the objectives of the experiments in 
Syracuse, pointing out.that they would be conducted in the Syracuse 
Psychiatric Hospital and that'the Bureau would not be officially 
connected with-them and thaj:. they would be conducte(l by three 
competent physicians, two of whom are in quasi public service, and 
the tl4rd being a private practition_er should,· in Mr. Coffey's · 
opinion, be partly compensated at least for supplies and materials 
w~ich he will have to use in the experiment. 

As a result of its consideration the Conference makes two 
recommendations, as follows: 

(1) Mr. Coffey arrange to go to Syracuse again and witness 
one of these experimen.ts at the Syracuse Psychiatric Hospital 
and at that time arrange to pay a sum of money to Dr. J. J. 
Buettner for his services, supplie·s and equipment, which payment 
is to be approximated at a rate of $15.00 for each day of 
experimenting, it being understood that such' experiments are 
tentatively planned to be conducted on Thursday of each week. 
At this time Mr. Coffey will explain to ··Dr.- Buettner that the 
Bureau is desirous·of helping where possible and will be in a 
position to meet these incidental e:A"Pertses, ~t least until . .., 
July 1st or the end of this fiscal.year. Mr. Coffey-will also 

. arrange to keep in close touch with these experiments and see 
that the Bu.i-eau is fully apprised of developments as they occur. 

oZ:!_ ;t;;,: d~~ ~ 1~-- \li 
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(2) With regard to teaching a Bureau employee the 
principles of hypnotism, the Conference recommends the reJection 
of Dr. Estabrooks 1: propos.als in so far as they pertain to · · 
sending three .individuals down to Washington for the purpose 
of becoming more or less perman,ent subjects of thes.e experi- . 
ments. The Conference does not feel that the.Bureau is in any 
position to be responsible for these people coming to Washington 
and taking up their residence ,here. On the other hand, the 
Conference recommends that Mr. Coffey select from among the 
employees.of the laboratory one best adapte~ in his opinion, to 
this work, and make arrangements for that employee to study and 

·learn the pFinciples of hypnotism, obtai~ning the best instruction 
possible; having in mind that in addition to that instruction, 
which might be obtained from Dr. Estabrooks should he visit the 
Bureau again during·the Christmas holidays, the laboratory 
employee can also seek instruction and advice from psychologists 
in the local universities who may .be versed in the subject of 
hypnotism. 

. ..... 

A letter has been prepared to Dr. Estabrooks in the event of 
your approval of these recommendations, pointing out to him the fact that 
his proposals to send three subjects down her~ do not seem practical, 
and further, making arrangements for~~. Coffey's subsequent visit to 
Syracuse. · 

Those attending the conference were, Messrs. Glavin, Tolson, 
Ta:mm, Nathan, Foxworth, and Schilder. · 

Respectfully, 
For'the Conference. 

Clyde Tolson, 
Chairman. 

T. D. Quinn, 
Secretary. 



· · JOHN ED_GAR HOOVER 
o·IRECTOR 

EPC:EAM 

•• •• 
Jtfw~rm ~m~au of ~il){~stiga±hm 

~t ffi~ lflcp~.dnrenf n£ :1Jm;ti.cc 

~asqin,gtou, ~· QI. 
November 17, 1936. 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NATHAN. 

With reference to my memorandum of October 29, 1936, COI.lcerning 
my visit to Dr •. G. H. Estabrooks of Colgate University, I might suggest 
that there are two questions therein w~ch the Executive Conferenae of the 
Bure~u might. care to consider. 

(1) Can the Bureau compensate Dr. J. J. Buettner .for some of his 
time and actual expenditures tor supplies in connection with the work 
which he is doing with truth serums at Syracuse? 

I did not make any inquiry as to what compensation would be 
considered _adequate by the Doctor. I believe, however. that if arrange
ments could be made to pay hi~ a swn of $15 :for eaoh day on which they 
experiment that he would probably be quite satisfied with this inasmuch 
as he appeared to have a sincere interest in the work and only mentioned 
the costs to which he would be put as an ~noident. When_ I conferred with 
these physicians at Syracuse they were then hoping to conduct these ex
periments once a week and i:f they go through with this plan it would mean 
an outlay c:f $16 each week that they do so. As I suggested in my previous 
memorandum, it might be possible to pay him on the basis o:f information and 
professional advice :furnished on a number * D. c. Form. 

(2) With regard to someone in the Bureau's Teohnical Laboratory 
studying hypnotic influence, Dr. Estabrooks proposed that instead ot at• 
tempting to teach a man the principles up in Utica, N. Y.~ he arrange to 
send to Washington three selected subjects, two males and one :female. 

I was ot the opinion that if' the Bureau could arrange in some 
way that these ·people could be employed locally though not necessarily 
with the Bureau, they would be ver-y willing to take up their residence 
in Washington. As indicated in·my memorandum, two male subjects are 
presently enrolled in CCC personnel and the third is a young lady with 
secretari&:l training now tEtinporarily employed in New York City. Dr. 
Estabrooks then was ot the opinion he could come to Washington tp spend 
a week or two during his Christmas vacation and teaQh the principles o:f 
hypnotism to anyone desigaated by the Bureau, utilizing these three sub
jects, and that that person, so trained, could continue his experiments 
alone on the subjects a.fter Dr. Estabrooks left. \:,J.-"'"2i~l~ ._. ,.\1 "" · 

The feasibility and desira~ffi~~p any such a~~angemant might 
we~l be considered by the Conference. J _ 1I./~~ ~ 

/ Respectfully, \ ' J.lf:,/. ' '~ . '. ~· .. J l 
(· I ~lfV · j .\\ ' 

7~ ')~· ~~ z:. " . ;;~~, ~--lt~~- r -~ ~ ~Y · 
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DIRECTOR 

EPC:ON 

October 29, 

MEMORANDUM. FOR MR. 

Re: 

In accordance with instructions issued, I spent Monday ~~~~~========~ 
part of Tuesday, October 26th and 27th, with Dr~ G.rH. Estabrooks at 
Colgate University, Hamilton, New York, and discussed with him the 
possibilities of some of the principles of hjpnotis~ being applied to 
interrogation. Our discussions in this respect might well be divided 
into two parts; namely, that involVing the contemplated work using \ _ 
drugs and perhaps hypnotism combined with drugs, by Dr. Estabrooks and "J 
several Syracuse physicians in a research experiment; and the advisability 
of having the fundamental principles of hypnotism imparted to an official ~. 
of the Bureau by Dr. Estabrooks. I'() 

l 
With regard to the research project contemplated in Syracuse, 

I found that this had been initiated £y Dr. Estabrooks more or less upon_ 
the basis that this Bureau desired the work done. I deemed this a very 
undesirable premise upon which to predicate any such research project 
and ~ok immediate steps to tone down this impression so that the Bureau ~ 
would not be regarded as the official sponsor of this research experiment. 5 
I first explained to Dr. Estabrooks very carefully that due to the present ~ 
position of the Bureau in the public eye, any such research work officially :c1 

initiated b.Y the Bureau would be seized upon and possibly misinterpreted, 3 
both by the Press and those who might desire to criticize the Bureau for 3 
some reason. I further pointed out that it would appear the Bureau is -~ 
quite limited by Congressional enactment as to the activities which it may 
conduct and that should any accident occur during any of these research 
experiments and an attempt made to show sponsorship of .the project by the 
Bureau, many complications might follow. Dr. Estabrooks informed me he 

'could understand our position in this respect. , . 

.RECORDED 

/1 
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Later I conferred with Dr. Harry A. Steckel, Superintendent 
of the Syracuse Psychiatric Hospital, Dr. M. S. Dooley, one of the 
country's leading pharmacologists attached to the Syracuse Medical 
School, and Dr. J. J. Buettner, -an anaesthetist, whose address is the 
Chimes Building, Syracuse, New York. I explained to these gentlemen 
~so that the Bureau could neither initiate nor sponsor a research . 
proj_ecji into the use of truth serum, drugs, or hypnotism on subjects, 
I informed them that if the work were undertaken by an independent 

•. group, such as themselves, and for the reason that they could see 
'beneficial results to society as an outcome of the-experim~nts, this 
Bureau would certainly be interested in keeping in touch with their 
experiments and being appraised of their findings in this regard. All 
immediately agreed that the Bureau's position in,the matter could be 
well understood and they insisted that as an independent group of 
physicians they propose to go ahead with the experiments on their own 
initiative and responsibility. I found theae gentlemen not only to seem 
to know exactly what they are doing but- also found them illlu,sua.lly 
efficient. 

In a 45 minute conference at that time plans for starting the 
research project were definitely and well organized. It was arran~d 
that a graduate student of the Syracuse Medical College, doing post
graduate work, wou1d be selected to devote his entire time to the research 
groject and arrange the detail thereof. Dr. Steckel, the superintendent 
of the Syracuse Psychiatric Hospital, who individually impressed me as 
being very competent, announced that he would readily provide subjects 
for the experiments from the patients of the hospital, and further 
announced that he had already two subjects selected and they had 
voluntarily agreed to submit to the experiments. Plans were consummated 
to start the project immediately and the first experiments are to be 
conducted on these two subjects Thursday, October 29th. 

The fi£st test will deal with the use of nitrous oxide, a gaseous 
anaesthetic. This will be administered by Dr. Buettner, consulting with 
Dr. Dooley, who is eminent in the field of drugs. I was tempted to remain 
over and witness this experiment on Thursday afternoon but desisted for 
several reasons, in addition to the time element. First, I feel that my 
absence at this initial experiment would tend to confirm my earlier 
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statements that the Bureau could not initiate and sponsor the project, 
and secondly, in spite of the eminence and efficiency of these gentle
men, the first experiment or two is not likely to result in immediate 
success inasmuch as I have no doubt but that a number of trials w.ill 
be necessary before the relationship of the drugs used to-their intoxi
cation of the brain will be smoothly established. I do think, however, 
that it would be very desirable for me to witness a subsequent experiment. 

During the conference items of expense were assumed b,y the 
doctors with a single exception, namely that of the gas, drugs, and other 
supplies necessary for the administration of the anaesthetics. In this 
respect it will be noted that Dr. Steckel and Dr. Dooley are both employed 
in what might be termed quasi public service, that is, they do not depend 
on a private practice for their livelihood. On the other hand, Dr. 
Buettner is a private practitioner, and whereas he indicated his enthusiasm 
and desire to work on the project, he did point out that he would be put 
to considerable expense for supplies and that at times his practice might 
suffer from the time which he.would have to devote to the experiments. 

I 
think it would be very desirable if the Bureau could in some 

way compensate at least • Buettner for some of his work and expenditures 
in this respect. This research work is really an exact continuation of the 
inquiry into the use of the so-called truth serums which we attempted to 
get under way a year and a half or so ago. You will recall that we carried 
it to the point of experimentation and there stopped for the reason that 
it was not believed desirable to attempt experiments sponsored by the Bureau 
on subjects in view of the possible, though remote, danger of injury to the 
subject, unless such subjects were furnished b,y an institution and the work 
done b,y properly qualified physicians. At that time the Director was of 
the opinion that wherever legally possible, those who devoted professional 
time to the experiments should be compensated in part at least. I think it 
might be possible to work out some plan whereby Dr. Buettner could be com
pensated on a professional service basis. In other words, he might be paid 
from time to time on a No. 5l DC form for information and professional advice 
f"urnished to the Bureau on the results and outcome of his experience and 
experiments in this particular field. It is quite possible that such 
arrangements with him could be effected b,y a representative of the Buffalo 
Office, or even by correspondence, or should I have the opportunity to again 
go up there to witness the experiments, I might make some preliminary arrange
ments with him at that time. 
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I-am sending letters over the Director's signature to Drs. 
Steckel, Dooley, and Buettner, and with Dr. Dooley's letter I am trans
mitting photostatic copies of certain monograms which we gathered during 
our earlier inquiries into the use of the drugs for similar purposes. 

, The second objective pf m,y visit with Dr. Estabrooks was to 
determine the feasibility of having some representative designated by the 

' ~eau, stay with Dr. Estabrooks at Utica for a period of about two week§ 
for the purpose of learning the fundamental principles of hypnotism. Dr. 
Estabrooks did not seem to think so much of this proposition. He pointed 
out that the mechanics of hypnotism were relatively simple and that the 
skill is attained throughout practice. He seemed to think that two weeks 
study at Hamilton, New York, could not make a person sufficiently skilled 
to be.able to suddenly utilize the principles, say a year or so later when 
need for such utilization arose. ~ oounterEdwith an ultimate proposition, 
suggesting that he arrange for the transfer of several unusually good 
hypnotic subjects to Washington, D. C. or vicinity. After these people had 
been located i~ Washington; he indicated that he would come to Washington, 
preferably during one of his holiday periods, such as the Christmas holidays, 
and devote a week or two weeks, if necessary, to teaching the principles of 
hypnotism to anyone the Bureau might designate, utilizing for the practice 
work the several unusually good subjects. He then pointed out that after 
the initial instruction which he would giv~the Bureau representative could 
continue his practice with these subjects and obtain increased skill through 
continued practice. He also intimated that these subjects might be found 
useful to the Bureau for other purposes, as for instance, as informers. 

' 

It seems that Dr. Estabrooks has a theory that by utilizing the 
principles of post hypnotic suggestion, good hypnotic subjects could while 
in hypnosis, be given specific instructions for the gathering of criminal 
information. Following their release from the hypnotic state they would 
have no conscious memory whatsoever of the instructions rendered and following 
the post hypnotic suggestive urge, would proceed to gather the information 
desired without knowing why they were so gathering it. He then thinks that 
they could later be induced to impart the information under subsequent hypnotism. 

The latter application would seem to be quite fantastic and I am 
inclined to doubt its practicability, utilizing as the hypnotic subjects, 
persons who have no connection with criminal circles, inasmuch as I fail to 
see how they would gain access to the criminal circles in order to get the 



• • 
Memo for Mr. Nathan -5- 10/29/36 

desired information. He is highly enthusiastic regarding its 
possibilities, however, and has even gone to the point of selecting 
three such subjects. Two of these are young men presently enlisted 
in a CCC Camp near Utica, New York, and the third is the wife of a 
former student (now deceased) of Dr. Estabrooks. All three are 
conditioned subjects of his and he demonstrated the hypnotic 
possibilities of two of them, namely, the CCC boys, before me. 

We visited CCC Cr=am=.....u..;;.;.....=~...;;;;..:......;;;..;~..;;;;L.;=..&.....;;;,;..;;
subjects. One is ~~-=---~---=--r-----....a..::=~===..;::.::.......:.;:;...._-, 

~-~~----~~~~--~-~~~~---~-~With hardly 
more than a snap of the finger Dr. Estabrooks was able to successfully 
induce hypnosis in each of these subjects and put them through various 
interesting demonstrations, following which they had complete amnesia 
as to the events which had transpired. 

The third sub ect which he recommends for the 

~------------------------~He states ~hat 
__ she--±s a very efficient young lady who has secfetaria1 trai~ng and is 
an excellent hypnotic subject. He thinks that_ J would make 
a desirable employee in the Bureau and with regard to the two CCC boys, 
I lhe seems to think it might be possible for the Bureau 
to be of some assistance in placing them in some minor position somewhere 
around Washington, appreciating that they do not have qualifications which 
would ~e them elegible for app~intment in the Bureau. 

Frankly, I do not get overly enthusiastic about this suggestive 

' 

procedure of Dr. Estabrooks. There would seem to be too many complications 
in relation to the results which might be expected. I submit consideration 
of the same to the Executive Conference and suggest,that a final reply 
regarding it be addressed by mail to Dr. Estabrooks. I do not think he 

b6 

has any personal interest in the placement of any of these three people with 
the Bureau, with the possible exception ofl Fho seems to be 
a family friend and who seems to be desirous of obtaining a position with 
the Bureau. In view of this I. see no harm in forwarding to him the usual 
application form for transmittal by him tol lwith the comment 
at this time as to the Bureau's position with regard to his other suggestions 
in this regard. I am, accordingly, transmitting such a letter to Dr. 

' Estabrooks. 
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While at Colgate I also met Dr. George B. Cutten, President 
of the University. He has a,very high regard for the Director and 
for the Bureau. He advised me that he .feels many of the suggested 
applications o.f hypnotism to the criminalistic field as made by Dr. 
Estabrooks, are very sound and he .feels they would be eventually 
helpful to the Bureau. He wants the Director to know that the .facilities 
o.f Colgate University are at the services o.f the Bureau and that 
anything the faculty can do to assist the Bureau at any time will be 
done. I thanked him .for this offer in the name o.f the Director and 
told him I would convey it to the Director. 

I was requested to address a class in criminology and abnormal 
psychology and undertook to talk before them .for a period of fifty 
minutes on the work and functions of the Bureau, with emphasis on the 
functioning o.f the Bureau's Technical Laboratory. Two uniformed repre
sentatives o.f the Ne~York State Police attended the lecture, sitting 
with the student body upon previous invitation o.f the .faculty. 

Respectfully, 

:.~~ .. 



' . 

,. .. 

. '• 

t be;ve given BOlle ~&tul. tn•tidJ w -~ 
CO!:l'f'V~Uol'l:~ between )'OU &l1d Mr .. Coffey ill ,-.,
laet cont.-ece 'dt.h regard to t...':le poasib1Ut~ ot 
lutnet1ag an empl.Otefl of" th& SatU.U'I! la.tJQS':tttcn"t 
1D 80lle of tbe tundalllet-.l. pd.nc1ple.a or -~~t1on. 

-.. 

.. -' :~ 

c. .,, 



.. 

, ,, ... 

· . ,..,, , ~-~ .tr .,._.. 

-,..,/ 

',. .: - ~- . 

!::·. / :. ·. 
I ' ;< 

\ \ ~ . 

_ With ~e~ to the exPflrtzenta UDdflr 1Jtf11n 
$pa.~Zwa•, ·1 w~t. y,ou to ~- that. I te.el they hold
coniS1d~bl& profri.$fi ill dev•l.oping nev 1ntoniat1on to 

. tbl~ field. I a;m. --v-eq an;d.ou to, MY& ,.,. Cotte1f 
witneaa .a-t l•tlt qn:$ ot th&$e ex~im«mts arrif U yau· · 
•lU 6d~:!& ·•• cs to $ eonvem.ent ti&e .1 abW.l a1"'1"¢GS• · to ha•• lda g~ up there. 1 M.ie ea-k«l bla abo t.o 
tU."eu~ 1'fl th Dll'. ~cttner •· on ~tt- oc~t.d.on ot hla nexb. 
·n•tt tQ S)Taaw~Sth t)UJ pos61b1l.1t7 Qt wortS.ng "' son 
pla for pronMq part· or t.tw e:s::;renaf.JI t-o wldcb ~e l$ 
caturttlll put,. · 

• · •. I 

{ 

·., 

...,. 

~... .. . 



~---

EPC:MM 
62-39979-19 

December 3, 1936. · 

Doctor .G. H. Estabrooks. 
Colgate University, 
Hsmilton, New York. 

. . ' -' ~ t 
~ ..• 

I em in receip·t of your letter of November 27, 
19.36 and I £UB pleased to know that the work ia going along . .. 
aatisfcctorily up at Syracuse. In thio connection, I want· 
to thank you for your telegram advising that Mr. Coffey's 
presence would not be necess~ry there on Decemb~ ,3. 

I am looking forward to your contemplated vi·sit 
in Washington during the Christmas hollda~ and at. that tir.n ~· 
I hope you will be able to confer i"urth__?r1:ln these matters 
with officials or the BuretiU. "Y~ '. . 

.,1' ..... ' v .. 
Sincerely yoi~a ·,;:~> 

~, 'V .... 

John Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 

·-• t' ...... . .,..,. 
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•• COLGATE UNIVERSITY_ 
HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

November 27, 1936 Mr. E;r.£.n .. ------

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. c:::.·.,:::>.-----· 
])'.r. _c-, '><> ----

Mr. ·'ov,oph --

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I wish to thank you for your last letter. As usual, I have a str 
suspicion that you are right, but I hope I have found an alternat 
answer which may be satisfactory. At any rate, Mrs. Estabrooks arid 
myself are motoring towards Florida during the Christmas vacation 
and will look-forward with pleasUre to stopping over a day or two 
in Washington. At th~t time, I will make another suggestion which 
I hope will meet the situation. Needless to say, should you have 
any other plans while I am in Washington, I would be only too glad 
to aid and abet the same. 

We have had two very interesting meetings of the Syracuse group.- .{My 
only worry now is forty miles of very bad road.· They are ···an. excellent 
bunch and gtve wonderful cooperation. I wish to heaven_ that either._.): 

-~ ~~--were- in~~Syracuse- or- they were down here,- but ·r-fiave~ no·· doubt that~we_- -
will be able to do a certain amount of work. If they j:u,st had. someo·*-~ 
in the Psychology Department at Syracuse University with an inter·est · 
along these lines, it might· help, but they ha,ren 't. The whole· thing 
is purely a matter of transportation; not cost, but difficulty. Our 
usual meeting time is Thursday afternoons. 

Should we meet this Thursday; namely, December 3 1 I will send you a 
telegram on Monday in the odd hope that Mr. Coffey may be able to 
arrive at the Psychopathic Hospital by Thursday 2- P.M. Should this be /I· 
impossible, we will simply proceed in his absence. 

Do please give my very sincerest regards-to those individuals in the 
Bureau whom I met during my summer visit. 

Most cordially yours 

~~~k. 

( 
) 

/ 
GHE:w 'o. 

G. H. Es~~~~,~~~---~---=---=-----
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w~e Olnllege nf illle"trine nf ~yra.rWie Rntuerstty 

302'-311 &nutlf Srilrtlle &treer 

&yrarnli.r, . N.rnt lork 
Brpartmmt nf tJqarmarulngg 

December 4, 1936 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director Federal Buree.u of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

My failure thus far to take notice of 
your letter and inclosures pertaining to present use 
of drugs and hypnosis in criminal investigations has 
by no means been intentional. It is because I have 
spent very little time at my desk since receipt of them. 
With some of them I was already familiar. I have read 
the others with much interest as you must know. 

The matter with which we are dealing 
is one of real scientific interest, and I, personally, 
am much interested to see whether anything of practical 
interest in your field will come of it. · 

I 

My cordial greetings to Mr. Coffey and 
my best thanks to you for your favor. 

Very sincerely yours, 

MSD/ch 

RE<Jo.rtn.m.o 
.,. & 
, lNDEXEll 

DEC 8- 19J6 

. OERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

: D EG 7 1936 . A. M. 

: U. S, DEPARl MENT OF JUSTICE 

\\-\ FILE 
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nu. Nathan·········· 

1\>lr. TqlsGll -------···· 

Mr. Bnul.llunJUI ··---· 

Mr. Glei!ll -----.------· 
Mr. Coffey .......... . 

Mr. DawoeY .••• ! ... , \ 

Mr.!Egan ... ... . ..... . 

Mr. Forworth · ..... . 

Mr. Glavlti .. , ... • . . .. 

Dr. G. R.. Estabrooks, 
Colgate University, 
HB.milton, lfew York. 

Dear Dr •. Estabrooks: 

,. 
,· •, 

Dec;unnber 10, 1936 .. 

1 • in receipt or yGur letters or December 6th 
and 7th, 1936, &ncl loo~ f'orwari to your rlait in Washington 
durtilg the Cl:t.rit:rt.Jllaa- l:u:>li.da,-s. 

Witb regari to your {Suggestion that a eon.ferenee 
with Mr. Coffey on the subJeet of h7Pnotiam es.n await that 
ti:me, 1 am in agreeaent with you.. Therefore, unless experi
ments are oonduote<t prior tG that time in Syracuse,. which 
bacau$e they in'\'olve the actual use or drugs or anaesthetics 
you reel he sho~d attettd them, he td..ll awf.a.it further e()n
ferences with you here. 

1 -

(j! -' . 
-· 

<:.:: 

<..: 

...... ..... ~· 



• •• COLGATE UNIVERSITY 
HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoov~r 
Federal Bureau of. Investigation 
Department _· of Justice 
Washington, . D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

December 7, · 

:·j ~o:~t. 'E~nCY. 
. ( . · j 

·. J ?.2.£:J ~-r~t~ci:} 
. ; I . • 

•. ~~ ,.fi .. PA~:. .. ~.a. .... _.,..._ 

: ... ~ · - -";"----. .. . 
.. ' . ~ . .. ~ ~ . ~ ' 

I wish to thank you for your telegram and will let you· knowc-::,~~~: ~: .... ~ ~- -. 
very shortly as t9 the_ next date that this gl'oup meets. ··· ~-

(~ ·:~ ~ ~ ~:~- ~~ ~~ - ~ . - ·~ 

My present plans for the Christmas vacation are to head South, 
approaching as near Florida as is possible, and ·then return . 
via Washington, hoping to put in the 31st of December, and. _· .· .. ·. -~ · . 
the 1st and 2nd of January in tb.at city. This should provide ,·:-- ,·.·,· .... 
the opportunity for· a discussion~ In ·view · o.f- .~the fact· that · ··. · ·· 
I have a proposition which will neeci y6tir own ·reaction, it. 
might be·. well ·for "me to .visit Wa-s·hingt·on be·fore·· Mr. Coffey -r.:_..,.--.,._, .. ~-...,....,......J 
comes here. ;·,- ;· ;: '; < 

·on the other hand, the work in · this Syracuse group_ · has no 
bearing on the proposition which I mentt·on, so should:.· ,this 
group meet again, as it probably will, after Wednesday/ and 
should Mr. Coffey be free, I will communicate with you in the 
hope that he can be present. 

w 

; . 

-~ 
~-

Cordially yours 

~~o...£.~-~ . 
• · o ·-

G. H. Estabrooks 

. . . .. ··.·· ·• 
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To: COM1IDNICATIONS SECTION. 

Transmit the following message to: 

RECORDED 

nees'be:r 1 ,, l/)36 •. 

DR. a. tl,. iB"fABBJOI.S 
COLGATE UBIV!BSitl 
F..AI,!LT(l!ll ~~ IOU 

(,:2,- 3 tt '11 , - :l3 
~ Cr~FIEYI O'fllE.ft~!J~i tomttED WWnsDU AliD T!ilm:BW THIS lif'EEI. 

HE ,CAN ~ ~·~ Jff . .UIJl.BL:E A! En'RF.R b'DACUeE OR COt.GA'l':J ANI' PAI 

. E~l'l'ffi ro tiiUE'r!'~N IWLUS:,fJt:E EXOI.Pt Wmfi~DAt ol:X.'tE~!t. 

tF .Uil OF 1'tl!i.."S~ DAD& 1\r.I:T lMQ Ftl!U.'fm ?-L.UI ~~~~ 'ii.IRE OOtwro-r,~ 

Perd_ 
I 

., 
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•• 
COLGATE UNIVER 

HAMILTON. N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bure.au of' Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, B.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

December 10, 

· b7C 

We had a most interesting meeting on Wednesday, and I really . 
think the Syracuse group is an extremely able bunch. 

They ·agreed that the best move was to wait until after New Year's 
before having Mr. Coffey on the scene, in view of the fact _that 
at present .they are more or less feeling their way in a very 
strange field -. I demonstrated thoroughly any points they wished 
to see and theri ad,v_ised them to f'iguratively scratch their heads 
for a week ·_ and ' think over the next move • 

1 · . - • 

I shall be looking f .orward to seeing you · the weekend of December 31, 
realizing that ·the 1st is New Year 1s D§y, and will then obtain 
yoUr reaction as to the best possible time for Mr. Coffey to come 
up. 

I 



·-~~·'·· ·--·· 

.. JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR . L .l§uwm uf J]wtstigllfitnt. 

... 
\ ,. , 
' ' 

'..;_., 

(.~ -~ 
! 

~ ' 

: I 
~ ( 

~· l 

: r.~·. C:'J~~ ~ ----- ......... r_ 

~· Ji§. ~~pnrlment of IDustice 

~nsqinghm. !I· err. 

. , r::.:~. C1:'f?"1y _~ -- ............ .. 

EPC:ON 

November 28, 1936. . \ 

~vl 
·MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NATHAN. 1 

Re: Course in <typnotism 
by Mr. Q. Tamm. 

i r--:~. rn ... veey ................ .. 

: ."' 
ResPonding to the instructions of~ecutive 

Conference, which were subsequently approved by the- Director, I · 
. have -selected Mr. Q. Tamm or the laboratory to study and receive. 
instruction in the various principles of hypnotism. 

I am having Mr. Tamm .review some text books on the · 
subject and ~ beginning inquiries to determine local sources of 
instruction. 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED . 
·HERtiN IS UNCLASSifiED~·\~ 
DATL!~-"i._BY~'\Qm~ . . . 

Respectfully, 

. ';!!,t;J!; 
(()'-~ .. . 

~ 

--~ 

~ 



' COLGATE UNIVERSITY • HAMILTCN, N. Y, 

• ·I. 

PLACEMENT 13UREAU 

January 4, 193'7 , . 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of-Investigation 
Department of Justice · 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

• ·•::-:...."· •• :!".__ • -

I had a:very interesting interview with Mr. Coffey on the occasion 
of·my last visit to Washington. He made one or ·two proposals 
which se~med to me extremely interesting. I have asked Dr. 
Cutten's 'consent to my'b..._qoperating along the lines which Mr. 
C.offey suggests, and Dr.~utten sees no possible objection. 

It appears that our examination period co~· s from January 22 
to Febr···uar. y 2 •. Mr. Coffey suggested, amon other things, that 
he and I pay a brief visit to Dr. M~lton H. Erickson, Eloi.se 
State Hospital, Eloise, Michigan. Dr. Er_lckson is perhaps our 
best research man in this whole problem ancl.·would, I know'··' be 

~-- v:ery_ ~Pleased .to. co.operate._. Lhav.e_wr-i.tten_Dr; •. Erickson~-to -see.--~--· . 
if he will be at the Hospital during this period. Should he be 
there, might I suggest that we make our visit, say, the weekend 
of the 23-24 of January? This would give us t hei opportunity 
of seeing Dr.·Erickson and retu:rning immediately to Hamilton 
where I could spend the next week with the individual whom you 
might delegate to work here during that period. : This latter 
suggestion is in keeping with the proposal made py Mr. Coffey 
in Washington• : 

f 

I shall also be very much in\~;:ested in having your reaction on ,. 
my proposition con~erning Dr.'1fhankwiler made verbally to Ivlr. .· 
Coffey. : · . · . : 

Dr~ Cutten wishes 11:1e to extend to you his very best wishes. 

Most cordially yours 

w 

~ • . • '! • ·• 
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. . ~ .:· ·~::::~_·.~.. ;. 

.. _JO.:~ !LOGAR HOOVER . 
1( f DIRECTOR . 

~ . r"'\ . 
-•• • 

EPC:ON 

~cltnm ~urea~i uf c1Jnhesti:gafunt · 
~· ~. ~:epza±:;;m± u£ Jln&~ 

. ~u~~.C • 

.January 8, 19.37. 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. 

Re: Conference with Dr. G. H. 
0Estabrooks. 

I have reviewed the Conference memorandum addressed to the . 
Director, dated January 7, 19.37, concerning Dr. Estabrooks'- proposals 
made during his recent conference here. 

In line with the recommendations of the Conference I have 
prepared .a letter to Dr. Estabrooks and if the Conference recow~endati~ns 
are approved by the Director, the letter should go forward at the same 
time. · 

Respectfully, 

<£ /1&~ ' 
E. P. Cof(~ 

·' 

\ 

'l;y 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

.,..., DIRECTOR 

I£S:LCB 

.. ALL INFORMA"IiON CONTAINED. '" 
HEREIN IS UNGLASSlFIED~ .. 
DA1E -~!.•\'•-6'1~~'\s.._s 

MEMORANDUM FOR TEE ·DIRECTOR 

RE:. Conference with Dr. G. H. 
Estabrooks. 

The Executives' Conference on J'alll1B.17 7 t 1937, Messrs. T sonrracy ......... =, 
Tamm, Hince, Q.uinn and .Schilder ~eing present, considered a repo 1Lnb~andy ...... «=' 
mitted on January 5, 1937, by Mr. Coffey concerning a recent conte~ence. ............. ==: 
wit:h Dr. G. H. Estabrooks with reference to the Bureau's continued!/ s;tudy: .......... === 
of()ypnotism. 1 -=-·- .,, .. 

Dr. Estabrooks reported his ·continued study of this entire 
subject and indicated that he had been corresponding With a Dr. Erikson, 

. now stationed at the State Psychiatric Hospital at Eloise, Michigan, who 
has done 'B·ome "startling work along tllese lines"• Dr. Estabrooks 
recommended that· because of the inability of the Bureau to employ any 
of the three persons previously sugge e by him,. possibly special in-

. struction could be afforded to Mr. w. N. Shankwiler, a present applicant 
for a position as Special Agent i'Ir"-t;ll:e' eau, wlich3e file indicates that 
he plans to accept appointment in J'une of this year. 

:Mr. Coffey did not feel tbat Shankwiler should be given any 
special study if appointed. He advised Dr. Estabrooks tbat the Bureau 
desired to lreep in touch with this matter and recommellded that Mr. Quinn 
Tamm of the Bureau's Laboratory starr cODt'er With him for about a week 
and stated that. efforts would be made to llave Mr. Tamm spend this period 
stUdyilJ8~· e subject at hypnotism. Dr~ Estabrooks wanted Mr. Coi"f'ey to 
visit Dr. rikson at Eloise, Michigan. Mr. Coffey suggested that possibly 
M:r. Tamm ;ould arrange this visit. · 

· ~ q, The Executives' Conference agreed With the recamnendation that Mr. 
~~~=be authorized to p;r:oceed t() .. Hamilton, New York, to spend a 
""'p-eriod' not e:x:cee¢iing one week, to study the principles of hypnotism and 
·meeting and conferring w1 th the w.rious liJ9mber.s. of the Syracuse group. 
The- Conference, however; was not disposed to recommend that Mr. 'l'amm 
proceed with Dr. Estabrooks to Eloise, Michigan, to confer with Dr. 
Erikson, or to agree with Mr. Cofi"ey's recommendation that arrangements 
be made, if possible, to assume Dr. Estabrooks' travelling expenses from 
Hamilton, New York, to Eloise, Michigan, tor this conference. The E:x:ecu~ 
tives' Conference recommended, however, that the Detroit Field Division d1 
be written· to c~nd ht inquiries as to Dr. E~n's searches al 
these lines. //' RECORDED Xi! UW ~~ . q 

/ Respect:f fL. 
(' . , ft.J ~ F~·the r11 D"''l·ll · 

~ ~(~ ~r1~de 



~,;,~:~-- -. 
l JOHN. EDGAR HOOVER • • -J) ' / 

~r 
/I 

_ '"~ DIRECTOR 

EPC:ON 

Jlf~ocial ~ur~au of ~uu~ztigatiou 
~L 5J~ ~.eparhu.ent .of IDusti'.e 

~asftinghnt, ~~ (!L 

January 5, 19.37. 

MEMORANDUM FOR .MR. 

Re: Conference with Dr. G. H. 
Es~abrooks. 

I conferred Frid~y and Saturday of last week with Dr. G. H. 
Estabrooks of Colgate University who called here at the Bureau's 
invitation to further discuss the possibilities of utilizing the 
principles of hypnotism and suggestion.in the criminalistic field. 

Dr. Estabrooks briefly: recounted the work which has already 
been accomplished at Syracuse, New York, by the group up.there who are 
experimenting with the use of drugs and anaesthetics in conjunction with 
hypnotism for the purpose of reducing subjects to·.a state where they will 
talk more freely. He advised me that Dr. Reifenstien (initials at the 
moment not recalled ~Y Dr. Estabrooks) 'who is a graduate medical student 
at Syracuse and doing interne work there, has been assigned to actively 
folloVf up the experimental work. He is doing considerable work and has 
prepared·several summaries·of his findings as to the possibilities. The_ 
group has also been augm~nted by Dr. Hildreth, the head of the Psychological 
Dep~tment at Syracuse University; and by Professor Mcintosh, an amateur 
hypnotist who is vice president of the high school at Syracuse. 

. . 
Dr. Estabrooks stated that two experiments have been conducted 

using nitrous oxide but :that they,_ were not successfUl in hypnotizing the 
subject.while under the influence of the anaesthetic. He attributes the 
failure, however, to the particular subject used, pointing out that he was 
a chronic alcoholic and of a very nervous temperament. Dr. Estabrooks 
stated that it was necessary to slow up further actual experiments for two 
reasons: (1) The extreme difficulty of him getting to Syracuse in the 
Winter weather due to the impassable condition of the roads, and (2) the 
desire of the group to research a little further into existing literature 
before proceeding with other subjects and experiments. He states that they 
have had one recent meeting at Hamilton, New York, at which time he 
demonstrated to the,group for their information, hypnotism on several subject~. 



• • t:•• 

Memo for A'lr. Nathan -2- January 5, 1937. 

Dr. Estabrooks also informed-me that he had been corresponding on the 
subject with a Dr. Erikson, now stationed at the State Psychiatric Hospital at 
Eloise, Michigan, and that Erikson has recently done some startling work in con
nection.with a criminal subject whowas.the victim of amnesia.. According to Dr. 
Estabrooks, Dr; Erikson was able t.o get the subject to recount his entire past 
history, including his criminal activities; all under the influence of hypnotism. 

Dr. Estabrooks stated that in light of the inability of the Bureau to 
employ any of the three persons whom he previously named to be-used as experi
mental subjects here in Washington, he had an alternate suggestion to make, namely, 
that he would give some special instruction to Mr. W. N. Shankvdler, who is now a 
professor of classical literature at Colgate and who has an application for appoint
ment as. Special Agent before the Bureau. Estabrooks pointed·out that Shankwiler 
would then have this special training in the event he enters on duty with the 
Bureau as a Special Agent. 

\\ \\ 

I have since examined Shankwiler's personnel file and it would appear 
that he.has been tendered an appointment as Special .Agent and plans to accept 
appointment in June of 1937. 

I can see no reason in the world why special instruction should be given 
to Shankwiler who does not have a scientific background in psychology, merely on 
the theory that he may later enter the employ of the Bureau. With this thought in 
mind and in view of Estabrook's evident tendency to tie up this hypnotic work with 
appointments to the Bureau's staff, and in view of the position which the Bureau 
has previously taken, namely, that it could not employ persons for this study, I 
undertook to inform Dr. Estabrooks rather definitely that ·the Bureau is not in a 
position at this time to employ individuals for the conduct of this work in 
hypnotism, and that there are presently no vacancies on the Bureau's laboratory 
staff for a hypnotist. 

I then told him that the Bureau was desirous of keeping in touch 
with developments in this field and assisting where possible in research 
work which wo~d disclose further possibilities, and that the Bureau felt 
this might.bes~ be done by designating a present employee of the Technical 
Laboratory to keep in touch with the subject, and that it would seem 
desirable for this employee to receive some basic instruction in the 
principles of hypnotism. Dr. Estabrooks apparently reconciled himself to 
the fact that the Bureau could not now appoint any of his devotees on the 
subject and was of the opinion that one of the laboratory staff could keep 
in touch with the situation, particularly if he made a study of the 
principles of hypnotism. He stated that he would be very glad to have the 
de signa ted employee visit him in Hamil ton for a week 1 s time,· during which 
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he would undertake to coach him as much as he possibly could and give 
him individual instruction in the technique of hypnotism. Dr. Estabrooks 
also suggested that this employee visit and confer with Dr. Erikson at 
Michigan. I told him that Mr."Q. Tamm1'of the Bureau's laboratory would 
undoubtedly be selected for this assignment and that efforts would be 
made to have 'Mr• Tamm proceed to Hamilton at a time convenient to Dr. 
Estabrooks· to spend a week there studying the entire subject. 

Dr. ·Estabrooks was also very anxious that I meet once more with 
the Syracuse group, particularly the new additions to the group, and 
witness their next attempted experiment.' You will recall that this visit 
on my part has already been approved by the Bureau, at which time I am to 
make some arrangements for reimbursing Dr. Buettner for the use of apparatus 
and supplies in the nature of anaesthetics and drugs. , _ -

- Dr. Estabrooks stated that as soon as he returned to Hamilton he 
would confer with_the members of the Syracuse group and advise the date upon 

---wh±'ch- a conference with-them would be most--convenient to all concerned. He 
also suggested the possibility of arranging the visit of Q. Tamm to Hamilton 
to coincide with the meeting of~the Syracuse group so that he could attend 
that also. :He also wanted me to arrange to visit Dr. Erikson at Michigan 
with him. However, I do not see that it is necessary for me to confer with 
Dr. Erikson at Michigan if Il-1r~ Q. Tamm is able to do so. In this connection 
Dr. Estabrooks asked if the Bureau could assume his expenses for the trip· 
from Hamilton, New York to Eloise, ·Michigan and return, for this conference 
between him, N~. Tamm, and Dr. Erikson. I told him I would be glad to look 
into the possibilities of this and see whether Bureau funds could be used 
for this purpose. 

As a result of the conference with Dr. Estabrooks, I recommend that 
~fter he designates the date, Mr~ Q. Tamm be authorized to proceed to Hamilton, 
New York, to spend a period not exceeding one week with him for the purpose 
of studying the principles of hypno?ism and suggestion and meeting and · 
conferring with the various members of the Syracuse group. I further recomm~nd 
that Mr. Q. Tamm be authorized to then proceed with Dr. Estabrooks to Eloise, 
Michigan, to confer with Dr. Erikson in an effort to learn what has been done 
by him in that field, and I further recommend that if arrangements can be 
made, the Bureau undertake to assume Dr. Estabrooks' travelling expenses from 
Hamilton, New York to Eloise, Michigan for this' conference. 

Respectfully, 
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I>r. 0. a •. Est,abroou, 
Colgate University, · 
Hsmilton, Ne• York. 

la:n:us:ry lS, 19.37. 

n-~ .. n.. 9-ta- ""• ~<·· ·(···:_:_·.·:~~.:·.rt .. ·~·.::_ .. :_· .. ·.• •. -._.·, -; ~ u~· 1;140 • ~ · u:.~.•00-Iti.~f . /1_'. ~ ,r ~ • 
.. ' •• ,_..-o .. "' 

. _ I aa ~eaaea to aebowl~ge ~~~eipt ;9.i..701W.:'iat.t~rs 'et 
Jaauary 4 uti 5, l.9.37t relative te the Je·ae-t~~l:tt-¥;. o.f:'b.av:tilg 
representatiY&S of tW.s Bureau Yis!t reu, a"t ~ti$n.'i~.:~nnection 
with the ex,eriaents being eondueted by ~~ aruil·-,;~~ ·a.a5oeiates lu 
the ,field of_ hyp11otia. ·. :~ 

In reply thereto, pla.se be adviaed that the date eot 
forth in ya_., lette1• of' January 5tht naaely the \feek of Ja.nu&r)" 25th, 
•tll bt! qUite eatist'aetor; !or: lr •.. QW.na Tau to spend at SaC:lton, 
and 1D. view of tl;le present plans to gi.Ve;._~.. '!'tlliiJli. instruction 1n the 
basic pruciplea · of tbia w.erk, it would not ase~ · necessa.t>1 to glYe 
llll7 -~pt!l(:i&l instruction to Dr. Sb6.nlc:w1ler. 



' ·.,-~ 

~/. 
'"'· 

• COLGATE" UNIVERSITY 
HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover .. 
·Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Vvashington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

.! 
-January 

1'.11-. D:~tWoey ........... _ 

!! l'd'r. Iil:ZOJ!l ••••••• ____ _ 

llHr. l'l'omvorth . ··-·· 
I ;\lr. b~z.vm 

Nr. nc.:>o ::~-z~~~~ . vr·~ 
• . coph .••••••••• 

:\.b-. QWnn ..•••••••••• 

lir. Cc!lllds;r ••••••••• 

l\fr, Tamm ---········ 
)ir, Tracy ........... . 

llalen G~~atiy •••.•••..• 
...................... ~ .. M ......... .. 

.......... ,., ....... ~ ..... ·------ -- ·--
~ ·.;,.. --

I find that the following dates would be more suitable for the 
visit of Mr. Coffey than the actual weekend of January 23-24. .I 
discover that I have an unexpected examination on the 23rd at 
which I should preside in person. 

Would it be possible for Mr. Coffey to fit into one of the two 
following sets of. dates·: We could leave Syracuse the evening of 
January 20 for Eloise, Michigan. Perhaps put in Thursday with 
Dr. Erickson and' re·turn to Colgate on Friday, January 22. In
G:l.dentalJ.y, we mJgh:t l!?aye Tl}ursqay even:i,ng _gpd _ge_t b~_<;k; ~~t"IJ;r>_day 
morning. We could then carry on here in Hamilton as long as 
Mr.-Coffey desired and could de~ote a week to working with the 
individual whom you send in the company of Mr. Coffey. 

If this set of dates is not satisfactory, I would suggest that we 
leave, say, the evening of Monday or Tuesday, January 25 or 26 
and reckon on returning, say, January 27 o.r 28 •. After which 
period, we could do. whatever work Mr. Coffey wished in this particular 
area. Colgate reopens February 2. I would be able to~devote more 
time to· this particular phase of' the project if it did not continue 
over beyond this date. On the other hand, if it is necessary, we 
can carry the work over ~til February. ~ ' · 

I.,~ 0 . 

I am sending a copy of this letter to Dr. Erickson in the hope 
that these dates will be satisfactory £0 him.-·· 

Most•cordially yours I 
~~~~/v,. 

[J_.f.LJ. G. H~Esta~rooks 
~OUti.DEri r~-:::-~~-------

w 

·· .... ~ 
.. ~: 

.... :, 
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IWC:ON 

Special .ls.,nt la. Cna:rg•• 
Detr&i t. lfiC'b!P-D• 

Dear Sirt 

Ia cou.eet1on wltb . tb.• i'lll"eaa•.a stay ~t Yarlous 
••thode ue4 tQr tla& deteet1ell at deeept1oa. 1 t has been 
,roporte4 te the Bureau tb4t • Dr-. b1ek.soa1 now etat1Gned 
at the .,..,ab1&ttQ" 110··1tal e.t 111.~~··· ltieb!gu, na=· l"•eentl,y 
ud$ 80Jlle ex\entd.•e ·atttdie& e.tud eq&r~f$\& 1n ~he field of 
h~otiaa. Aee&riing to the 1Rt~rmattoll S!•ea te the Bureau 
by »r. G. a.o:c..v..~ki of eol.;:ate f:td . ..-4J-re1tr• 'Bt" .• Erid$OU 
wae •bl.• to cause a. •totim ot ~ell& te re.count his entire 
put hi•~, 1nelw!ug ld• cr'iai.W. iet;1rtt1ee. all under 
the lnfiU$0• o;tf>h.7Pnoti&ll• · 

.t.ecord.S.f1!13 • t t is 4oelreti that an aJ&nt tnJ~ 
your dirta10Jl co~t 1nqu1rtes ao te Or .. l:r!e~so~•e ~~e~cn•s 

. a-lOP-8JihtHse Utaett, ·.tthGut eqvey~rag t. Dr• !J'!ekeon. ~e 
u~-~ ~t the ~-'Ill u ,._rtielllarly inter68ted 1Jt Mat 
•~rk. !~ 1s particularly ia~tet t.hlt.t rw publicity attend. 
any -e&J'lf•racea or- in,tdr;iea ude 1D tW conner:t.toa • 

. • ·' 7 -
' .. - ,1'; ·: • :.-: ;4. ~- : 

~ . ' . ,, ... ~ 1:- ' 

c2-· .. - I\ f 

fEDER~~JtiRf;A~)lf INV~S'fiGATI0~\1 {), . 
~AN. 18.1137 p·,- M. -\ ( 

u($·. o£~~ftl MENTo~ JUSTICE !:'- • 

-~- '"'?! •. ,- ·. . , ~;, 
. : · . · · . · · FILE.~ .. '" '---"~~"~-'=:·-~ " .-'+-: / " _j 

' 



PLACEMENT BUREAU . 
) 

UNIVER 

O HAMILTON. N.Y. 

;Mr. J. Edgar Hoover . 
Federal Bureau of -Investigation 
Department -of Justice 
Washington, D.c. 

. \ 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

January 18, 1937 

.· ."}. 
I . ... _. 

: r1.::1· .. ".:t:trooy __ ;; _:. .. .:..: : ::. 

As you sugge8t, I will look forward to having M_ . . ~ tTannn with· us I) ~_";._ ~e~=~:~~:~~ ~ : ' 
week of January 25, and, during that period, will do my best t~·: ·.···. ··· · · · ·· · ·· · · ·' · 
have him at least see the various phases of the subject. . . ·~--- .· 

1 • ~~ .. ... ... .. , . ... ... . 

In view of the fact that you do not feel Mr~ Coffey can visit ·t'··;,:::>; _: 
Eloise, Michigan, at the present moment, · might it not be well fqit_ ·::·. ·.:-:" . 
us to wait until Mr. TS.mm has been here and until the Syracuse /'.".'·~,· :::,~.: .. :: ~ :: 
group is putting on something quite de-finite( Since you suggest ~::··:': · ·: ;--.·:':\ 
that he could come at very short n. oti9e, it might be well for us ·-::.~: .> · : 
to await a good opportunity. . . :.. . .>· · . · 

. ..· . •' 

I find that · the best way to do this work is to do it myself. . .·. :, · 
is extremely difficult to keep the wheels turning in Syracuse ., __ ( 
forty miles away, but I am convinced that after the e ine is 
suffic-iently primed 1 t wil1 go- of ·its- own -acc·ord• 

. · . RECORBED 

Please give my very sincerest regards to Mr.:. Cof · 
him that it was a real pleasure to renew our 
Washing:ton. 

I presume that ·Mr.; Tamm will let me know 
arrival. I . have an examination the morning 

~\7-S\~l 
~-



... ~ ,~ .............. 
~,__- ., • COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

2-Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

can easily make Utica or Syracuse in the afternoon. 

w 

Most cordially yours 

~a::t-~~· 
b 

G. H. Estabrooks 
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EPC:ON 
62~J9979 
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_., ·-~,. 

··:/" 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

· . ./ y 
} , 

To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. .Tanua:r7 25; .. , 1937:. 
0 

Transmit the following . message to: DR., G. H" ~$T'.ABROOXS 
COLGATE UNI"IERSITI 
BAIILTON NEW. YOP~ 

v 
) 

. r 

.. 
\ 

{I 
~'\ ,.~~:\ 

~ ""J N .. ~ ~ .. .... ............ l1 

F.JERGpCI UHEllS WSlliG Hi.RE PRECI.r\IDI B •. -QUIBS TAPs 

JISl:1' N l:IAI:£:tf:Q·· tatS IIJlK. ~. !O'IJ AimS IF .eou 
s~ DArB m.t BE fti!tm.E ro tou. · · . , .. _ ,. ' ! ' ·, 

I ' • '- il 
~ -: ·,J~ ':l'~lO~L ............. ,. .... r 

~- .,.,L¥ ? : · ·a~XI ...... ....... 11 
I --·- N 

..• :·~ ~~~::::::::: i. 
- .. _ ', ":;_,J"'-"----·· ,,,, .... ~ 

!: .. ~-~~:: ~~:~=~~-:~:~::~ - ~ 
· . r~ •• ' " ; ..... ... ,., .... ~~ 

::..' • J'J>J~!A .-.11n,..,,.,. .,. .. !I 

. . . •- >e'..cr ....... , ... i\ 
· :. , I'ic:.ol~ .......... ~~~ 
<., ~oL:lou . •• .,. " '··· • l 
: .. . ~b!Jd.:ll' .. ,. .... .. .... ) 

;;. .,, ... ., ...... 1\ 
·,·,, 'l\'3"Y ...... ""···· I, 
. • Hi i.::f'.:J..:il' •• t Q•n., .,.. .. ~ 

CO.PlES DESTROYElJ 

sa ocr 7 1964 

............... ~ ..... ,. f 
·: -; ;:.::.~~:;:·:,:;\2...: VfE~T.E&~ UNION 

SENT1 VIA. __________ _ 

• ! 

( FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
:: ·~ , -. 'I. ' 

= "> : / :·!.~! ... JAN 26 1937 A. M. :_ \ ('-., •/. . . . ... ~ . 
~ f.} ~:: {r.·~.:: .. . U.s. DEPARl MENT OF JUSTICE 
0 t:J u.::. :.,;~( · .- . . . -~ 1 FILE -~·--· ·· L'. i ~ " • r 
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fWOctJN 
62-39ffl-32 

pt. G. H. E·stabrooks, 
·Cplg11te University, 
.S$JIIilton., Ne11 York~ 

Dear Dr. E:ste.~oola.t 

t (ill; 1n r0t.:e:1pt. ot your .let.ter of J~wa.ry 2'i,· 1937, 
·8J:lc;{ I ~-- .. p~ea~ed -to hear< that the proje.et up tnere 1e:~- aa.king 
aome progrf!)s~. ·li&r. Quinn TaRtin 1~t pre·sentl,y :as3igned out ot 
the City,_ Whi-Ch precludes A%1 ¢a.rly 'Visit om hie ,part to 
Haa!lton, ·ud 1 .wiU advise you a$ soon a$ . he' is · in a l:letter 
p()»iUon to _proceed. 

lf~th regArd to the .poss:1b1U.ty .of 'dot.ng oo~e work 
this· ~n:lllpler ·in conJunetio.n •1 tn tne ~.rmy lntelligence., I .-ould 
w~t to .gl.ve thia eome oafeful. at~..{ tirat. .Afl yQu ;!ulo.w, du.e 
to detim. te . Uai U;:t:J.qn:s in :s,va1l~~~ · a.ppropriat.i<;>tis,. tb.ls · wor:k 
1lUS~· b~ eondtfcted. 1;1.1Qre or.· less s~dieal}.;y .a~ :the current . 
work of t~e ~~eatJ. permits. Pos;~l;ily ._ ·a:f:t.e~ . ~": ;_,'f~· vt,.sits you 
in .Hs.,.lton,. aome deeits:ion .;!JS.y; Qe· reached···· : · l.Jl,: , t'A_e, .:m~U~ ·t 
.-ot,Ud ,ugge,f4t· that .. the mere' po{.!fiblfli~Y:.'·~f.:W?'Bl~'¥~~ !s,~ing. ,orted 
out &long .tn;ts l,ine 't:le-not. peei!tt~(j· . ~-'.i~~uettce.t t>'!lY . ·~ubsequent 
coi1Jait~o~ts ··you 1\dg~t eohs:ider unde'fta:~1ng . fpr ·t.~• $t.lmmer~ 

, r · , - ,. \':- : ( ; .._._\ , • 1 · • :· ' ~~- ~ :./1 .· • 

Siueer.ely' ·rour~f' : · ~:~/', . ·. _,· 
.. . ·. ~- ",, :;~-~?' , .. ;:/ 

~- .... ' 
,: , . .. ) . .' ' 

. ' 
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PLACEMENT BUREAU 

'"--
·Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Bureau of Investigation 
Washington~ D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

COLGATE UNIVERSITY 
HAMILTON, N.Y. 

January 27, I ~~!1'c r ............... . 
H :~· ... , Fo:cworth • 

~ "'tf!r. Gl:;o."trin . 
j Ur. !:"·:::.~ 

r ~(". ~Jo£:217)?, -~-- .u 

I.lr. l'Tic.~'J~O .... ..:., 

r ... 1r. ~-"!!5.nn ....... .. 

I regret th~t Mr. Tamm was not able to be with us. this week butrr·6,r1f·Ee!<'.,.., 
the other h~nd, as I said. before, you folks have your busy pe~f9d.~~a ...... . 

, }J "'"""' ... • !'l:,_C.f ....... .~. 

I can, move or less, adapt myself to anytime that meets with l~Mot~.""'<'y ..... . 
convenience. . . · · !j···········--···--
Why not leave the matter this way? Any week tm t Mn. Tannn can 'visTt ·---·
us, I will call satisfactory and will give as much time as I can 
which means that I can come close to giving full time. He should 
avoid the period of March 25 .t.o April 5 which is spring vacation here. 
Also any period after May 23 when final exams begin. 

The ·work here is progressing in an extremely satisfactory manner and 
I think he will be ve_ry much interested to see the various aspects 
in whict1 it is P,eveloping. It takes time, but so does everything 
else worth while. 

Would you folks be interested in hav·:lng me put in, say two weeks in 
_____ . the _y~~--it?-_t'~y o_f . .YVB:shi:I1gt9n ~_his summer. vacatlo~J ~ppa!e~~ly, we_ are 
· · - - · not going t9 Europe and my wife seems iri favor of stayfrig in the -

East. This'~ould mean a trip to Canada and would give us ample time 
to spend a. ~ouple of weeks in your vicinity provided such a move 
would be wo·rth while. 

Might I suggest that if the Intelligence people would be sufficient',}.y 
.interested to ~mlo:Whaopsychiatrist to put through: a series of Psych
ological tests in one of their hospitals, I venture to say that I 
could so disguise my technique ~ I could demonstrate anything that 
both of you might wish without the most ardent newspaper reporter 
being able to pick up the trail. · 

Do please give my sincerest regards to Mr. Nathan, Mr.Coffey, Mr. 
Tamm and my other friends at the bureau. 

Most cordially your_s 
~__:;t-~ ~It-?. 
o· -

G. H. Estabrooks 
~ 

GHE/1 
:RECORDED 



JOHN &cGAR HOOVER 
QJRiiC:TOR 

EPC:ON 

January 25, 1937. 

MEIIORAND1DI FOR MR. li~TI!AN~ ~ 
\ 

Re: Visit of Mr. Quinn Tamm 
to Hamilton, New York. 

>"$~· 
Mr. Quinn Tamm was tentative'!.l scheduled to spend 

this week in Hamilton, New York, with Dr~stabrooks, studying 
the principl.es o~hypnotism and suggestion. An unusual. con
gestion of work in the laBoratory-due U> the Mattson Case makes 
it practical.ly impossible for him to leave at this time and I 
think it woul.d be wise to defer his visit temporarily. 

I have prepared a telegram to Dr. 'Estabrooks to this 
effect. 

Respectfully, 

f.~.rtJ 

l!l:r. No.tnan ••.•••••• 

V.r. Tolson /_ __ _ 

Mr. Bnu:;hmnn/ 

Mr. C19~~ VL 

!1r. Fo:;:: ......... orlh ~- -

~!r. Glt.n'"ln ---------

llrr. u•vbo --------

far. J<.'•e-.,'!1 .. _ -

r.ir. !.<e3V'T • ••••••• 

RECORDED 
~~~3 

FEUERAL BURCAU GF INVtSTIG 

1937 
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WRG:l:iUG 
Janua:t'Y' 29, 193 7 

t) 
Dr. G. H. Estabrooks,
Colgate University, 
Haruilton, New York. 

Dear D~. Estabrooks: 

. .. 

There i _s onolosed United States Treasury oheol<: 
(/3 ,406,597 • in the amount of $15.00• covering necessary 
expenses 1neur1~d by you during your· stay in Washington, 
D. c., on January 1 and 2, 193?. -

. ' 

Sincerely, 

J'ohn Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 

.:1 . , 

_ ::.. · ~- r·: - :=---- ----

-- - ~ ·;;;.:~ - --

. . . 

)! 
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RECORDED 

') 

fb' •. A• t. Jle'b, 
4!U. \l.c·url$. Strce~t, 
$~n Frt.Ulc:rl-sco, C~liforrU.a. 

,, .... 
"-0' 

<~ 
_, ~~..; 

· D®ar iti'. Web: . ~ · ' .. · .· ' ) . 
• .' --v _,. .... - : ~·-- . :· : ·.~- . : ~~ -. 1,: 

I nsh tQ 4CknowlE~dle receipt o:t' YPcBr let~%(:da ted. 
J·~\laq .28, . 19.37, together 'flit.r~ tAl$ enclosur~ a:~~a~~ed )~t:lereto, and 
to ~4vi&e you that the oont.ents tmereot nave. been - nQt•~ :, : . ·:: t - • - ~ . ) 

' . 
l .i ·t h ref~er.~ae to ·thll) offer of your serVi.e•-s· to thi$ 

Bureau, ·thi,fl "lll inf.Ol'Q jOU t.b$t tl')e i,n.veetigat1V$ Wdr)t , ~f tJm 
f e(ierliil Buteau of Investigation,. lluited Statee·. lJ~ar"b~t. or Justice; 
is per:foftied by $.pecbl Ag~n.ts -.bose buei.e qualific~tions .for ap-
r~oint.men.t ere l"&:f'leQt«i in the eneloS.ed &ta.te.+Uent. .. 

l ar& al;eo enelo~tug ·~· · lx»Uct eu~i,otl,ed "1'ne: .Federal 
.Bureao of Invest1tgation", ~~b;teh will outlue to ,.-ou tnt~· work perto-rmed 
'by tb.e Spee.ial Agents a..~cl lrh.ich l hope ·,u1 be of ~ssistanee to wou • 

. Vel'"y \%"llll 1P12r•• 

irf5' 'P/ 
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Ji[ ·.ffu.;ssi ~ · -

'[Hypu~tize~ -~at: ---
.. · J'r~~l~JJhllf;t5e 

1 

LONDON, Jari .. 27 <U.P.i _:Mass 
· hypnotism, a mysterious -· "truth 
I • ' < - , .- ,_ 

. drug" and· ah epidemic of ·mass· con-
l . . ~ . • . 

t fession were advanced by news-
; papers tdd'ay in their efforts to-' e~-
j plain the· statemerits of 17 men on 
f tri~l for treason· in Moscow. ·I 
;--- A Warsaw correspondent of the· ; 
f anticommunist :baiiy Mail described ; 
I in detail the alleged :·mass hyp~ot- 1 

I ism of suspects-that theY were put f 
in a big. brightlY lighted room, for: ; 
bidden to talk ·for a few minutes, i .

0 

then confronted by a hypnotist and · 
assistants .. : The .hypnotist, the cor- i 
respondent :said, faced the suspects : 
while. attendants turn:ed . off.. iights : 

·except for 'spotlights,· at '\vhich the I 
suspects gazed, and that then . a ' 
111ono~onous speech sent them into 1 
a trance; . · _ · · . 

The Daily· Express ah'd Morning I 
Post, also anticommunist, inclined 
to the truth .drug idea. : But a Post I 
medical correspondent , recalled; as 

.. ;_ .....: a simpler . explanation, . the occa- . 
sional epidemics · of confession · in - · 
schools and institutions after re

•• 

ligious meetings. -......__: 
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February 20,·1937. 

Special Agent in Charge, 
New York, New York. 

Dear Sir: 

. .. 

In line w.1. th sOJ!lE} research which the Bureau's 
Tec~nical Laboratory is conducting, Ia. Q.. Tamm of the 
Technical Laboratory will arrive in New York on Sunday 
morning, :February 28, 1937, at 17hich time it is desired 
:that your of'f.ice have available tar- Mr. Tamm's use an 
automobile in M1ich he can proeeed to Hamilton,. Now York, 
and which can be kept in hi·s possession f'l;'om February 28 
to March '7, 1937. 

. ~. I . I ' 

Very truly yours, 

.;robn Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 

, ... _ ..... 

\ :' 
\ 

>~ .. ,,. 
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Q.T':MM 
62-39979-36 

-~ 

February 20., 195'1. 

Doctor G. H.. Estabrooks, 
Colgate Ull1Ters1ty, 
He.milton,. New York. 

Dear DOctor Estabrooks: 

t-. 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
February 8, ' 193? in which you advise that you will be glad to 
have Mr. Q;. Tal71ll of the Techni eal Laboratory viQi t you at any 
time that is convenient for him. 

I 

In l..1ne with this suggeat1on, I wish to advise you 
that Mt-. Tamm Will arrive in Bamllton, New York on the aftemoon 
ot SlDld.aY, Pebruary 28, 193'1, end will remain tor the . following 
week, u· this date suite your convenience. 

!-....- :-:;..,.:..::::;. • 'f'" .· .lr ...,.._~-"':·-: ... •. ·i 
11 r.h-.• ~t!mu ........... 1: 
~ r.:;i. Tolom~ .... . .. .. " '; 
. . 
', K:r. A3<.:"<fli::=.u. ...... ~i 

~ ~~- ~~f;~---·· "' ••• . 

: : s ...... cf7.:.J . - , .. .. ..... l 
;: '==· V:lt7~"7 -- - ~ ---- I! 
. -~- :=::~= - ---·---- -.-- u 
: .. -~. r:::-:7 ... :.~}1 .. ~ ......... ~1 

: :."';' .. c;.c.7:, .-____ __ ._ ·.:.:~ .. ~t; 

i! ~-!= .... -..,- ..... ., \, ......... .... ~ ... ~. t~ · -~ 

. , ~-::...·. ::.~: ... ~~ ... ~ -----~- .. 6....... -~·- ~ ~. 
··"I, .. 

' ' 

·-

Sincerely yours, 

1obn Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 

,' 

'I •." , • 

--
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, .J.OHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR • • ''·/ , -·.-. --. : , 

. ·. ., . ,_...· 

~.:/ 

. /·. 

LCS:CSH 

Ifl~it~ra:liaur~a:u ·of l!uu~stiga:tiou 

1ltuit~ll ita:t~s ibpa:rtm~ut of Ilustir~ 

D!la:sqiugtou, 1.ll. (!t. 

Februar,y 2, 1937 

rvm.10RANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

.... ··~ hr&· ., / - "' _.;-. v-. 

.. ·' '. ~Exec!:l:t!!~~-Co!Jf~!_nce on February2nd, !VI,ssrs • 
Tolson, Clegg, Quinn, Foxworth 8nd Schilder being present, 
.approved the attached suggestion by Mr. Coffey to the effect 
that no encouragement should be given to Dr. G. H •. Estabrooks to 
visit the Bureau in connection with current studies o:C tiYPnotism. 
It was decided that it would be more desirable to awaitzM~ 
Tamm' s return to the city and a visit by him to Hamilton, New 
York to see what is going on there along these lines before 
formulating any definite additional plans in this connection. 

ALL INFORMATION CONIAINE.D ""· _.,.,. 
HERE.lN !S UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE_1b~B~~ tP~nJ 

R-espectfully, 
For the Conference, 

~ 
Clyde Tolson, 
Chairman. 

~-;~--~==:;;5--. 

T. D. Quinn, 
Secretary. _ 1 
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<V~HN EDGAR HOOVER 

"l:IIRI!:CTQR 

EPC:ON 
62-39979-32 

• • 
~~era! ~ureau of c1nn~tigatunt 

Jl ~- c!}~ g£ 3u.nu 
... ~~-C. 

January 30, 1r·. 

MEMORANDIDJ! FOR MR. NAT~\ 
\ 

Re: Letter from Dr. G. H. 
Estabrooks. 

. . 

. We have here another letter from·Dr. G. H. Estabrooks 
olg~e U?i~~~s~~y in Hamilton, New York. He suggests that it 

might be possibl~fo:r=him to work in Washington for a couple of 
weeks on the subject of hypnotism in the criminalistic field. He 
further infers that some arrangement might be worked out with the. 
Army Intelligence Service for doing some of this experimenting in 
one of their hospitals. 

I suggest that the· Bureau consider the .desirability of 
having him around here for a couple of weeks this summer. I would 
recommend definitely at this time ag~inst any attempt to work in 
collaboration with the Army Intelligence inasmuch as I feel their 
interests in this matter are entirely different from ours. · I can 
see some advantages in having him do\vn here this summer for two 
weeks in that he could work with and be closely associated with Mr. 
Q. Tamm who the Bureau has designated to study this subject. The 
question of providing subjects for experiments, however, and whether 
we can spare or would wish to1lse our own personnel, is something to 
be considered. There is another factor, Dr. Estabrooks' expenses 
would have to be taken care of. In his letter proposing this he 
also uses the phraseology, 11 --spend a couple of weeks in your vicinity 
provided such a move would be worth while 11 • I do not know whether 
he infers by this that he would also appreciate a honorarium. 

\f· . 
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•• COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Bureau of Imrestigation 
Washington, D. C. · 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

HAMILTON, N.Y. • .',_J·· 

February 8, 1937 

I wish to thank you for your letter of February 1st and to assure 
you that we will be very. glad to · -see Mr. Tamm whenever he is free. 

With reference to the sunnner proposi'tion, needless to say, I will 
make no definite move here. It ·so happens that we will probably be 
motoring around · this area this a·unnner and we might just as well .st 
for a couple of .weeks 'in the· v)e:ini ty of yvas hington. as anywhere els 

.. ! • ' 

will 

GHE/1 
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r~OLGATE ~RSITY ~ 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.c; 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

HAMILTON. N.Y. 

February 22, 1937 

I wish ·to thank you for your last letter with reference to the 
possibility of Mr. Tamm's spending the·week of February 28 on the 
campus. 

This· is excellent. It just happens that I will be leaving early 
Friday morning for Mount Hermon School and will not be back until 
the morning of the 9th. On the other hand, perhaps Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday would be enough time for Mr. Ta.mm. I think 
it probably would. 

Unless I hear otherwise, I will be expecting him to arrive on the 
·campus as you -suggest Sunda-y- a-fternoon,- February 28 •.. In so far as 
I know, otherwise, the we~oUJar~c.b 9 O-l!-M-aP.e-l=.l:--:kff>·=Will be equally 

satisfactory. : . '"' ~-~1i-Z1- ...f~ ' _ 

RECCB;'D""U FEDERAL CUREtdJ GF H"-' 1':S11SATION 
_ & Most, cordially yours 
1~1)~ J[EB 23 1937 ;~. 1•~-rb--e.oo"'k. 

. · ~. s. DFP:J'«~ G~';_'bi:~t"'~.rook~ \ 

1

---- .. ~~·tO ,~,: ', i '\~ 
' l '' 1.,. ' " • . ' . _i • ~ 

.._......,.._. ·- l 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR • • / / ~:.- . Na~an . . . .. - -v, ['~1 1\!r. T-o~son .... .. - --- -

Mr. !Ja~qhman ·~- - - -

1'1::-. Clegg ------ - ·--- -

Q:F:MM 
62-39979 

Y!eberal f!aureau of lfnuestigation 

lltniteb itates ilepartm.ent of !Justice 

D!lasf1ington, il. C!t. 

February 19; 1937 •. 

•' 

In line with the proposed trip of Mr. Q. Tamm of the Technical 
.oLaboratory to Colgate University where he is t~ contact !)<?otor G. H-. . 

Estabr_£~~ concerning the Bureau's research i~ypnot_ip..,~, . it~iscs'Uggested 
that Mr. Tamm proceed to t)le New_ York Field . Divfsion on 'the morning of 
February ?8, 1937, where he can obtain one of the BureB,u oars and drive 
from New York City to Hamilton. 

It is believed desirable~ to facilitate the . work which is to be 
carried on . at Colgate University, that Mr. Tamm have one of the Bureau -
oars in his possession for the week that he is going ,to be in Hamilton. 

Respeotf~y, 

. ' . {:/Jf/k '· 
E. P. Coffey. ) r 

(0 1 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR · 

EPC:ON 

•• • Ill~iteral elur.eau~ nfJlnu.estigatinn 

lllntt.eb ~fates itepartm.ertt of 11ustic.e 

masf1ingtnn~ it. C!! • . 

Time 11:15 A. M. 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. 

. . \ 
Re: · Con~· ~a.teli !isi ~ or. Mr ··= , 

Qui amm t~~lton, 
~ - --=..::· .• ~.- - . . New York. - · · ·. -

Inasmuch as Mr. Quinn Tamm will arrive in New York 
before eight o'clock tomorrow morning and wants to get off ~or 
Hamil ton, I telephoned Mr. Whitley and made arrangements for 
him to have a car available for him at the Kent Garage on 4.3rd 
Street before eight o'clock. Mr. Wh1 tley said he would take 
care of this. 

While. 'talking to Mr. Whitley he mentioned the new 
suspect in the Rockefeller case, Enrique Garcia, New York #1440. 
This has been previously covered by memorandum written by Mr. 
E. A. Tamm yesterday. The material has not yet reached the · 
Bureau but aa soon as it is examined and compared with the 
Rockefeller script writing I will send through a special report 
and wire New York. · 

Respectfully, 

[f.~~ 
~~ 

--_;;: 
--~ 

RECORDED 
& 

XNDEJD:!ID 

Mr. Nathan . · ·'······ 

1\h-. Toison . ..•...•••. 

rh.B<!-UZ~~--- ·· · 

Hr. Clem; . ..... ..... . 

Y....,-. C" !fay . ...•. ..... 

Mr. D:>W641)' ••••••••• 

Jl!r. Egnn . . . •••••••.•• 

Mr .. !?o:tv;:o·orth _ -~···-

r.fr. Gic.v'.n . ••••••.••. 
/ 

Mr. 5arbo ...••.•••. . 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. IWC:WC MARCH 2, 19:37 

Transmit the following message to: MR. QUihli T.lt.MM 
COLGATE INlf 
HAMILTON Nt'W YORK 

AUTI!ORITY GruNTED TO GIV£ TALKS F.E FUNCTIONS OF BUR~U 

RECORDED 

SENT VI~-~--M_liA_~_T_Eru_N ___ :J_N_iJ_.O_N ___ __,; >2 
Per 

. 
- •• 1 
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Dear Doet.Gt- lat4broQlUi • 

Mr-. Q. Tu. ot ~ T.chnioal 
Laboratory w~- ot the C#()UXiteOUj 
unner with ~hicb be •• treated 1JbU.
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Special Agent in Charge, 
Detroit, fU.chiga.n, 

Dear Sir: 

Jiarch 10, 1937. 

.. ' 

· Ple~sa referlthe Bureau's letter of Jan~ry 
151 1937, eonce·rn· .ing l)r. ric. kson, st~tioned a_t the 
Psychiatry Hospital. at . · o.j.se, lllchigan. · 

No reply has been received and· your ee..rly 
a~tention to this matter is 4e~ired. 

'' 

Very truly'yo~s,· 
For the Director, 

lla.rold Nathan, 
Assist£..nt Director • 

RECORDED 

" .M*tt 
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62-399?9-43 
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:' 31.T. T"lco:i\ • • .. , ... . 

'i ~-· Jlw·'-;'2r.r • 
\i • 
l l\1i·. Cl~ea ... ........ . . . 

II l'~7- 1Joffoy · .• • •.. J , 

• • ~~: T'i>r DWITFKl:Y •••••• :· 

,, r.~. ~~'"'1an ... . ........ " ... -. 

!' :N.<. I>'oxwoi'tb ••••. 
il 

March '23, 193'1. 

l:»Ctor 0. H • .€stabrook81 

coJ.&ate Un1 'leraity 1 

Ham1lton 1 uew York. 

uear nootor !'stebrooks: 

Reference 18 made to your letter of' t~erch 15. 
19:!7 pel"tain.1ng to the visit ot ~r. ·Q. Tarmn of' the 
nureau to (;ol.gate Unlverstty. I wish to thank you for 
the l1st of' names you submitted or the !D.en Mr. Tamm 
encountered during hie visit to Oolget.e. 

With reference to your req~est for the possible 
I nallle of ·someone 111 charge ot personnel in the congreseiolUll 
.Library, you ere adv1&$6 that Mr • .ltde;ar '8· Rogers is the 
Personnel O.ff10'$1" of the Library of congress. I hope that 
this 1ntormat1ou will be of .some value to you. 

' ' 

Sincerely· yours, 

J'ohA Edg$r 1100\'er, 
D1re~tor, . 

1

, mr. mavm ..••.•... . 

1: ~~: ~==h·::=~:~:t 7'-~:~·v.;:5i:ij~~·~-;;;- . 
II · · f c'l J!:\' 1 ·~ · 

• " l 
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COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear I·llr. Hoover: 

HAMILTON, N.Y. 

March 12, 1937 

I ·wish to thank you for allo·wing Mr. Ta.nun to spend his time with us • 

I hope that he feels that this was not wholly wasted time. I promised him the 

names and initials of several gentlemen he wished. Among these are: 

Dr. E:?fReifenstein, Psychopathic Hosp ital, Syracuse, New York. 

1- Dr. ~Hildreth, Psychopathic Hospital, Syrncus~New York. 

i Dr. l•.s~ey, 309 s. McBride Street, Syracuse, Hew York. 

- - - - -Capta-i-n--A.C. 1J lfe1ch-,- C.-C.C. Camp, -S.- 103, De Ruyter, N • .Y.- .. , .---- - ----
- M·ll· · 
D~~Je·wton, Little Falls, New York. 

./ 

~ / 

Professor S.J.Wrench, -Department of Chemistry, Colgate University, Hamilton, fJ. Y. 

Professor R.~Foley, Department of Sociology, Colgate University, Hamilton, N.Y. 

Once again I wish to thank you for the visit and assure you of our 

c ontinued interest. 

·would it be possible for y our bureau to refer me to some possible 

' ? 
opening for blind people. VIe have an extremely brilliant blind freshman who I 

would like to place in:1.1':1bra:_ry work for the summer. Could' you furnish me the name 

of someone in the Congressional librar)'J 

GHEjbp 

Most cordially yours, 

~d"o..L. ~ A-. ~ ' 3 ~ .2_ 3 '':f/ 

G.H?E .2 . .J. 

RE001,.u · j 

~-··.- { .:. 
~-- -· 

. . .:· .. \ , . ·. ·. ' .. ... 
' . 
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lltttifeil §itat.es il.epartm.eut nf 1Justic.e 

l!lasqiugtntt, :m. C!t. 
QT:llt1T March 10, 1937 .. 

YEMORANDUM FOR MR. NAT;m~ -'CNZ 
The folim'fing is a report of the visit of ·Mro Q.- · · · 

Tanm1 of the Laborator-J with Dr.. G. H t'Estabrooks of · - ~-
Colgate University, at which timeDr. Estabrooks demonstrate-ct·· 
to Mr:. Tam.'1l the various phenof.J.ena connected withCbypnotism. ·· 

. ~?---·-

During the first evening of the visit at 
Colgate University, Dr. Estabrooks demonstrated his 
technique using two premedical students whom he had picked 
from a group of ten students as being possible_hypnotic · 
subjeets. · 11r. Tainm was·inforw.ed that Dr .. Estabrooks had. 
never' worked with these· two 'students b.efore.. ·During the 
process/of the demonstration ·Dr.' Estabrooks was · 
successful in immediately inducing a deep state of somnabulism 
simply by·the suggestion that the student relax and go 
to sleep. During the cour.se ef the experiment lltir• Tarrrr11 
obser:yed Dr. Estabrooks' methbd in ·inducing hypnosis and 
also ascertained from him that it is his belief that 
approximately one-fifth of the people in this country 

· _ wi11 -make good hypnotic subjects. Howeyer, the 
consensus of opinion is that such a state of somnabulism 
is mqst successfully produced in people of the higher 
inteiligerice j!:evel •. However, this correlation of _ 
intelligence. with·· the ability· of~ the person to. be·· . 

placed in. a state ~f hYJ>no. sl:s did not· follOI'f t~r0"9.•_ ~~"-_ ·~-,·~ .... _ _" 
the exp~r1ments wh1ch w_ere conduc+.ued. . ~2 _ .. -llJL 

· . RECORD~D & TN~EX.~.; •. -~· __ __ a~cz-2~ztt~J~-
. . On the second day of. !.JJr. Tamm s VIS:r.~, ~:r.n vhe · - · ''"<:S-IGATt: 

company of Dr. Estabrooks, he proceeded to Syracuse · 1 · 
University where various doctqrs of the psychopathi4\JiAR 1!3 ~\331 ·, "I 
clinic were contacted. The fi'~9t of these doctors t · ·~ 
who Hr. TalTh1l -met ·was Dr. Mar:i.o~oley, one o( the . . · ., f(\ · ~, · ~: . 
rec0gnized world's :3-uthor:i.ties on drugs. Dr. Boeley .. ;; · . · ~- Qf 
du1;;ing the cours-e of conv?rsation ·which Mr. Tarmn had with ___ ;q'V (3. · $ ~z..£ 
him. adv~sed _t~at h.e y~derst~od t~e.t~~e Michigan ~tate -.--·:?"' :f;~ ~ ;>. ~ Jjc'-· 
Pol:r.ce ln· the_1r· ·work ln conJunct1on -vnth a Dr •. Snyder it &' ~2:-"',;/ J · 
a.re m..aking eJ(tensi ve use of the so-called "tr11th . sera." t$ ~ '•J, 

In connection Dr. Dooley advised that Dr. Snyder is ·~ 

successfully giving_injections of scopalamine, and, also, 
sodium arrrytol.in large quantities v~h:i.ch have prev"i.ously 
been thought to be fatal. Dr. Dooley advises that he 

COPIES DESTROYED 
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Memorandum for Mr. Nathan. -;2- March 10~ 1937. 

\ 

understands that Dr. Snyder of the-1tichigan State Police 
is being extremely. successful in his use of the so-called 
"truth sera" but that publication of any of the wonk being 
done has been withheld •. Mr. Tanrrn also asked Dr. Dooley 
about the use of oxygen such as is being made in hospitals 
at the present time to reduce the air tension in. special 
rooms. In this connection Dr. Dooley advised that the use 
of oxygen in this form produces a mild state of intoxication 
and is used in a great number of damentia praecox cases to 
reduce the resistance of the person so being treated. It . 
being Dr. Dooley's opinion that the us~ of oxygen in this 
form places the patient in such a position that their 
resistance is at a low ebb. 

After the conference~?-~ set out above, Mr. Tamm 
had a conference with Dr. E •. C?S:"Reifenstein, Jr., and ·a 
Dr. Hildreth. ·Dr. Reifens.tein i·~r-t'heinternec-in -the 
hospital conducted by the psychopathic clinic of Syracuse 
University, and has had a good deal of experience in· 
hypnosis, having taken traini:ng under Professor. Wells, 
formerly of Syracuse University and recognized at one time 
as one of the ·world's foremost authorities on hypnosis. 
Dr. Reifenstein had been contacted 'oy Dr. Estabrooks for. 
the purpose of conducting experiments in making use of 
drugs, and has been working in,this connection with 
Dr. Hildreth although a great deal _ _of experiments have not 
been made. It is :tvir. Tamm' s opinion that Dr. Reifenstein ' 
is scientifically sound and is a type of person who has 
aD extremely analytical mind. He seems to be verJ 
enthusiastic about the experiments to be conducted in 
line with ascertaining the various phases of hypnosis 
and has done an extremely large amount of reading on 
this subject. Dr. Reifenstein, if his enthusiasm remains 
at the_ point which it is at the present time, ·would undoubtedly 
produce results that would be Yery indicative of just how 
far the subject of hypnosis can be used and just what type 
of reaction can be expected from a person who is under 
the influence of drugs. However, Mr. Tanrrn reports that 
due to the approach which Dr. Reifenstein is making 
to this problem, due to the type of person which he is, 
while extremely energetic and ·wanting to arrive at a 
successful conclusion, his analytical scientific mind 

.-.; 
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Memorandum for Mr. Nathan. -3- March ID 1937. 

has broken the propJ,.em dovm into so many phases that it 
could not possibly be finished by less than twenty years 
research at the rate in ·which the problem is progressing 
at the present time. .Mr. Tarrrrn attempted to point this 
out to Dr. Reifenstein and endeavored to suggest to him 
some short-.cuts ·which cou~d be taken to definitely ascertain 
as quickly_ as possible whether the injection interveinously 
of certain types of drugs would place a person in a condition 
in which they were more susceptible to hypnosis • . In this 
connection, Dr. Reif'enst'ein had come across in the 
literature, a book entitled, Hypnosis, vvr:Ltten in Germany 
by two psychologists, namely, Paul Schilder and Otto Kauders, 
in which it was revealed that these two men had done 
extensive work in the use of drugs in connection with 
hypnosis, and had decided that probably the best of the 
drugs to use would be a derivative of barbuteric acid which 
can be used in a fast acting form and injected either 

· interveinously or given orally. This drug will place a 
person under its effects and completely out for a period 
of fifteen minutes then in addition they will have a 
half hour in which they are extremely sleepy while the 
effect of the drug is wearing off. M".r. Tamm suggested 

. to Dr.·Reifenstein that if material were available, it 
.might be a good idea to experiment first with this drug 
due to the fact that the literature reflects that it ·would 
probably be the most successful drug to use. To give an 
idea as to the breakdmvn which·Dr. Reifenstein has made 
of the problem, Mr. Tanun reports that the following outline 
has .been prepared by Dr. Reifenstein and then broken up 
again into seventy some differen:t sections. 

General Outline of Problems of Hypnosis 
By.Dr. E. G. Reifenstein, Jr. 

1. The Induction of Hypnosis 
To study all possible methods of augmenting the 

induction of hypnosis, and to 'determine the best and most 
practical of these. 

/ 

2. The Alteration of/ Mental Performance 
:~imulation: 'o study all possible methods by 

which mental perforw~nce bn any type of test may be w~de 
more efficient, and to determine the best and most practical 
of these. 



. . • 
Memorandum for Mr. Nathan. · March JO, 1937. 

a. The Stimulation of Memo;r:y; 
' .To study all possible methods by which 

memory of the past and for the future can be stimulated 
to be more complete, more lasting, and more readily 
reproduced, and to determine the best and most practical 
of these. 

b. The Production of Cooperation 
To study all possible methods by which a 

person, resistant for any reason, cari be wBde more 
cooperative, and to determine the best and most 
practical of these. 

Inhibition: To study all possible methods by which 
mental performance on any type of test may be made less 
efficient, and to determine the best and most practical 
of these. 

a. The Production of Resistance 
To study all possibl~ methods by which a 

cooperative person can be made resistant to any form 
of mental testing. · 

Special :Qroblem: To study all methods by 
which inforroBtion.stored.in the subconscious mind 
may be protected from any form of mental testing. 

3. The Criteria of State and De:Qth of Hypnosis 1 

. To establish cri ter:La to determj_ne the state and 
depth of h;y-pnosis in any individual. 

4. The Refining of Hypnotic TechniQue 
To study all methods of refining the ordinary 

tecrmique of hypnosis. 

5. The Criteria of Hypnotizability 
.To establish criteria to determine the hJ~notizability 

of any person (other .than actually attempted induction). 

Mr. Tamm believes that this outline while not 
entirely acc~rate due to the fact that it is taken from 
his notes, will give some idea of the method of which 
Dr. Reifenstein intends to appr~ch this problem, and 

I 
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the rarnifi~ations which he is finding in the problem itself. 
However, it is 'Mr. Tamm' s belief that Dr. Reifenstein would 
produce some very fine work and could arrive at some very 
definite.conclusions quickly if he were-pushed to the 
point where he could try experiments using.drugs on his 
patients in the hospital, and definitely deterwj_ne some 
of the points which the Bureau is a:n.Xious to know. In 
connection with the mental tests set out in Dr. Reifenstein's 
outline, it is noted that Dr. Hildreth, who is working 
with him, is a doctor of psychology, and as such has been 
experimenting four years ·with various mental tests. His 
intere.st in the problem of hypnosis is strictly limited 
to the increase in the person's capability while in a 
hypnotic state, and as such he would work along with 
Dr. Reifenstein if permitted to carry out his mental tests 
on persons so treated by h;ypnosis. It is Mr. Tamm 1 s 
suggestion that Dr. Reifenstein be contacted in the very , 
near future again and attempts be made to have his 
experiments with drugs pushed to the full extent,- so that 
a definite conclusion can be rapidly drawn from this 
con..'1ection. 

Returning from S;yracuse, Dr'. Estabrooks and 
Mr. Tamm stopped at a Civilian Conservation Corps camp 
where Mr. Tamm met a Captain s. J. Welch, who is in 
charge of this Civilian Conservation Corps camp and is" 
also an amateur h~;pnotist. 1~. Tammwas informed that 
Captain Welch makes use of the type of hypnotic 
technique, known as .the eye fixation method, in 
which he stares a person into soronambulism. This, of 
course, is not always a successful method due to the 
fact, W~. Tamm co~~ents, that the person doing the 
hypnosis is injecting his ovm personality into the 
experiment and in such a case may irritate the person 
Who is being h)1Pnotized. Dr. Estabrooks had a couple 
of subjects whom he had conditioned into a state of 
hypnosis at the Civilian Conservation Corps camp, so 
conditioned that when Dr. Estabrooks lit a cigarette 
the two subjects dropped into a very deep state of 
soru1ambulism during which time they were neither cdnscious 
of 'the fact that they had been hypnotized nor upon 
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awakening were not conscious that they had been asleep. 
Dr. Estabrooks demonstrated-there to Mr. Tamm the method 
of conditioning a person so that they can be readily 
returned to a hypnotic state, and, also, demonstrated 
several experiments usiP.g post-h;ypnotic suggestion 
in which the person was placed in a hypnotic state 
then certe.in suggestions were made, the person brought 
out of the hypnotic state and they would follow the 
suggestions as they had been outlined while the person 
was asleep. 

The following day a Dr. William Shankweiler, 
who is a professor of history at Colgate University, 
and whom I understand is an applicant for Special Agent 
in the Bureau, demonstrated to Mr. Tamm the technique 
which he had learned from Dr. Estabrooks. During the 
Bureau's previous correspondence with Dr. Estabrooks 
it was pointed out to him that it was not believed 
necessary for him to teach his technique to Dr. Shankvveiler. 
However, he has gone ahead and taught Dr. Shankweiler 
the technique of hypnosis. Dr. Shankweiler gave a 
demonstration for Mr. Tamm using three college students 
as hypnotic subjects.·. Dr. Shank\"Teiler demonstrated the 
technique he uses which is exactly the same technique as 
that used by Dr. Estabrooks. However, the students 
upon which Dr. Shankweiler demonstrated, students of 
which he claimed fuo·'have previously placed in a hypnotic 
state, were not placed in a hypnotic state during the 
demonstration conducted for Mr. Tamm. One of the three 
subjects was placed in a senu-state of sownabulism but 
this was not such a state that he could not remember what 
was going on or what questions were asked him .. 
Dr. Shankweiler impressed Mr. Tannn as being extremely 
capable sort of a fellow with a definite interest in the 
research work in which Dr. Estabrooks is conducting in 
the field of hypnosis. 

During the rest of Mr. Tamm's stay at Colgate 
University, Dr. Estabrooks demonstrated various hypnotic 
experiments conducted on persons who he had previously 
hypnotized, and had acclimated to such a condition that 
they would go to sleep upon the lighting of a cigarette. 
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Dr. Estabrooks al:3o showed Mr. Tamm using ten college 
students how he would go about picking subjects for 
hypnotic research froiP~ a group such as that. It is 
noted for record purposes that in this type of research 
use is made of the so-called waking suggestions, the 
suggestions given to the subjects that they close 
their eyes, then upon the giving of several suggestions, 
it is sh.own that they cannot open their eyes, and in 
the group of ten Ylith which Dr. Estabrooks was working 
he successfully had three.of them who could not open 
their eyes when he said that they could not. He 
also made·use of the stiffening of the arm and the 
stiffening of the body suggesting to the person that 
they could not relax, and this was also true in the 
three cases in which the eye closing technique was used. 
M:r. Tarnm also observed Dr. Estabrooks in a test at the 
Young Men's Christian Association in Utica, New York, 
in which Dro Estabrooks makes use of a galvanometer, 
and under the explanation or guise that he is 
experimenting with the curve of relaxation as shown 
on the galvanometer. Dr. Estabrooks has found at 
least one good hypnotic subject, a boy. of fifteen 
years of age whamhe successfully hypnotizes and puts 
through several tests without the boy realizing the fact 
that he is in a hypnotic state. This is also true of 
the Young Men's Christian Association authorities who 
do not know that Dr. Estabrooks is practicing hypnosis 
under their noses but think that he is studying 
psychological reflexes as shovm on the galvanometer. 

Mr. Ta~~ also met a Dr. W. H. Nffivton, an 
amateur hypnotist, of Little Falls, New York, who 
has been taught the hJ~notic technique by Dr. Estabrooks 
and is at the present time experimenting with him in 
his work. He has been successful in one case in which 
a boy has built up a defense mechanism to protect him 
from workiP~ in which the boy states that he loses 
the use of his Yocal chords. Dr. Newton has success-1 

fully cured this boy of this defense mechanism by a ' 
hypnotic suggestion that has worked very well in 
this particular case. 
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In connection with the research work as being 
done by Dr. Estabrooks, it is noted that in Mr. Tamm's 
opinion Dr. Estabrooks could and will carlJT on intense 
research if he is kept on the track on which the Bureau 
is interested. However, Mr. Tamm observed that _ 
Dr. Estabrooks is extremely lazy, consequently it is 
rather'difficult to keep him working on the subject. 
In addition to this he has a habit of rambling and 
wru1dering off the chosen·path into something that has 
no particular connection •. Dr. Estabrooks, of course, 
is·extrernely enthusiastic about this work, but i~ is 
difficult to keep him on the exact line in which the 
endeavor should be carried on. During the course of 
conversation with W~. Tamm, Dr. Estabrooks advanced the 
possibility-that he get into a hospital for a couple of 
weeks during the coming summer, at which time he could 
work under the guise of a simple psychologist doing 
research work, and in this guise or disguise to find 
hypnotic subjects and definitely ascertain how much of 
a disguise technique could be used in working with 
hospital patients, especially in an army hospital. 
In this connection, Dr. Estabrooks is rather sold 
on the subject that the War Department Intelligence 
Unit could ma.ke great use of hypnosj_s. In this connection 
it is also noted that during the war, Dr. Estabrooks 
informs Mr. Tamm, he suggested to the British Intelligence 
Unit that they make use of hypnosis. Dr. Estabrooks 
explains the fact that they did not use it due to the 
circQmstances which were that he was not as well versed 
in the science of hypnosis as he is at the present time. 
He claims now that if he reached them with such a 
suggestion, he could probably get their attention. 
Mr. Tamm believes that Dr. Estabrooks is somewhat thrilled 
at the fact that he is working with the so-called "G-Men," 
and it is extremely difficult to keep him from wanting to 
broadcast the fact here, there, and everywhere. However, 
he can be made to and willingly to do good research work 
if contact is kept with him constantly. In view of 
N~. Tamm's trip, it is his opinion tP~t the most satisfactory 
results which are to be obtained in this research work will 
probably come from the work of Dr. Reifenstein due to the 
analytical quality of his mind' the fact that he can follow 
a straight line in his research, and due to the enthusiasm 
in which he goes into his research problems. 



~ ~ l ;;. ..:a 
""r.....•' b 

:.t 

;:: . 
Memorandum for Mr. Nathan. -9- March 10; 1937. 

In connection with Mr. Tamm 1.s visit at Colgate 
University, he was requested to make a series of talks 
before sociology classes of the university, and upon 
receiving Bureau authorization proceeded to give these 
talks. The first talk was given to a seminar or advanced 
class in sociology to which Mr. Tamm spoke on the selection 
and ~raining of the personnel, the Technical Laboratory, 
and discussed various criminal investigative method 
measures with the students. Mr. Tamm reported that this 
talk was recEd ved very' enthusiastically and that the 
professor in charge of the class was greatly enthusiastic 
about the work. The following day Mr. Tamm addressed a 

·class consisting of th~ twenty studen.ts to whom he had 
previously spoken and in addition an advanced class_in 
sociology which was at that tirre studying criminology, 
and another class of sociology students. This meeting was 
held in a roor.1 ibn which there were approximately seventy 
to eighty students present, and w~. Ta~~ again spoke 
to them principally on.the work of the Technical Laboratory, 
the type of examinations made in the Laboratory o The third 
talk which Mr. Tamm gave was attended by, as he ascertained, 
practically all the students in the sociology department 
and three of the professors of the university. Again the 
talk was very enthusiastically received and the doctor in 
charge of the socioloe:;y department there was very 
enthusiastic in his praise of the Bureau when he introduced 
Mr. Tamm to the class. In this connection, Dr. R. v'f. Foley, 
Professor of Sociology and Criminology at Colgate University, 
expressed a desire to bring some of his students to Washington 
to visit the Bureau. This will be quite an undertaking 
for this class and will be conducted in connection with a 
field trip which Dr. Foley expects to make, :taking his class 
fir'st to visit the New York Police Department where he is 
a personal friend of Inspector 0 1 Connell, and then to the 
New York Fire Department. The class expects to spend a day 
seeing the New·York Police Department set-up and a day 
spent in the incendiary division of the New York Fire 
Department. In addition, Dr. Foley also intends to take 
his .class to the Bellevue Hospital to visit Dr •. :.Gettler 
and to view his toxicology laboratory. He expressed a 
desire that after the completion of this visit of the 
New ,York Police Department, he would like to bring his 
class from New York City to Washington, D. C., arriving here 
sometime in the middle of the day, and spending approximately 
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four hours in going through the Bureau, and then returning 
directly to.New York having no other point of interest in 
Washington to see except a visit to the Bureau. Mr. Tamm 
informed Dr. Foley that he was sure the Director would be 
very glad and pleased to have him bring his class to the 
Bureau for a tour, and that if he would notify the Bu:reau 
as to the time of his arrival in W~shington such a tour 
would be conducted for him. It is noted that Dr. Foley 
is extremely well knovm. in sociQlogy fields and also in 
criwinological research fields having at one tin:e conducted 
extensive research in New York State as .to the cost of · 
crime in the various cities in the locality in which he 
resides. L~ addition to being a friend of Inspector O'Connell's 
of the New York Police Department, Dr. Foley informed 
Mr. Tamm that he is a veY"'J good friend of Chief O,vens of 
Rome, New York. Dr. Foley informed Mr •. Tamm that he has 
Chief O!Jvens as a speaker for his sociology class frequently. 
It is noted that Chief O,vens is a former member of the 
National Police Academy. It is Mr. Tamm 1 s belief that 
due to the fact that 1tt. Foley is so extremely prominent 
in his field and.has done so much criminological research 
that 8. special tour sh01.'.ld be arranged for him· .. and: ·fuis class 
at the time he visits New York. It is pointed out that 
Dr. Foley is making this trip .to Washington ·just for the 
express desire of seeing the Bureau. 

During Mr. Tarrun's visit at the Civilian 
Conservation Corps ca~p, he was requested to say a. few 
words to the members of the camp who were having a 
theater meeting. Due to the fact that higher authorization 
had not been given to such a t.alk, Mr. Tam..rn simply spoke 
to the boys for about five minutes telling them that he 
was glad of the chance to be able to meet them.and told 
tflem a few stories. 

In connection with his talks at Colgate University, 
Mr. Tamm reports that after the completion of his talks 
he was extended an invitation to at some future date 
which would suit both .the convenience of the Bureau 
and of Colgate Uriiversity, to give a talk during a chapel 
meeting·to the assembled body of the Colgate students. It 
is noted that such a talk was given last year by Inspector 
Lester. This ta.:Lk would be to the total student body of 
Colgate University and the professorial staff., 
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Mr. Tamm also had occasion to meet 
Dr. G. B. Cutten, President of Colgate University, who 
informed Mr. Tarrrrn that he would be willing to do anything 
to further the research work being condu~ted by 
Dr. Estabrooks in hypnosis, and that anything he cottld do 
to cooperate would be gladly done. It is noted that 
Dr. Cutten, now President of Colgate University, and no 
longer interested in psychological research was at one 

. t:i.me the foremost authority on hypnosis in the world, at 
which t:iJne he conducted extensive experiments ir). the 
treatment of alcoholism by the use of hypnosis. He was 
also successfulin some cases in_treatirig narcotic cases. 
Dr. Cutten informed Mr. Tarn.m that at one time during his 

. research work and his work in h;ypnosis he was treating as 
many as twenty patients a day. Undoubtedly Dr. Cutten 
can give several useful suggestic;ms to Dr~ Estabrooks 
along psychological research lines. 

A separate memorandlli~ is being submitted ~J 
Mr. Tamm. on the scientific equipment which he used 
while in New York City. There is attached hereto a 
letter to Dr. Foley informing him that he will be 
welcomed as a visitor to the Bureau and be shovm through 
the Bureau at a time when he can visit. There is also 
a letter for the Director's signature to Dr. Estabrooks 
thanking him for his courtesy, and the manner in which 
he demonstrated his hypnotic principles to Mr. Tarrun 
during his visit. 

Respectfully, 

B17 
E. P. Coffey. 



r 
\./ 

···, . . ,, '·r 

Director 

• • 3Jf.r~.rra1 i!lurrau .uf ilnu.rstigatt.un 

lltnitt~ ~tatrn ilrpartutrut .uf 3lul1tirt 

Post Office Box 2118 
Detroit - Michigan 

March 25, 1957 

Federal Bureau of Investigation · 
Washington, D·. C. 

Re: 

Dear Sir: 

DR. MILTON ~~· ERICKSON, Eloise, Michigan. 
Miscellaneous - Information Co.ncerning. 

. , Reference is made to your letter of January 15, 
1957, (62-59979) requesting that inqui~ies be 'conducted concern
ing the activities of Dr. Erickson of the Psychiatry Hospital at 
Eloise, Michigan, in regard to his research studies il:P_hypnotism. 

Special Agentl !contacted Dr. 
H. K. Gruber, Superintendent of Eloise Hospital, Eloise, Michigan, 
who advised that Dr. Milton H. Erickson is a physician assigned to 
the staff of Eloise Hospital and .is conducting research in the 
development of schizophrenia, which is the technical name for · 
dementia praecox. 

Dr. Gruber advised that Dr. Erickson was graduated 
from the University .of Wisconsin in 1927 with a B.A. degree, that 
he received a M.D. and M.A. degree in 1928 from the University 
of Wisconsin, and after his graduation served as a psychologist 
on the Board of Control of the State of Wisconsin. After a year 
on the Board of Control, he then went to the Colorado General 
Hospital at Denver, Colorado, where he was assigned to the 
Psychopathic Ward for a period of approximately six months and 
then became associated with the Colorado Psychopathic Hospital, 
conducting experiments in research in the use of hypnosis for 
approximately six months. Dr. Erickson then went East where he 
served as an assistant physician at the Howard Hospital, Howard,· 
Rhode Island, and from there went to the Worcester State Hospital, 

• ~· Worcester, Massachusetts, where he worked in the Psychiatry 
··· ' < -· ·;;.. _.i Division of the Hospital from 1950 until 1954 •. He became associ-
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- . ~{~~· ated with the Eloise Hospital in May, 1954, and is still on the 
-, f y t~ .. . ·; staff and is in charge of research in schizophren:ia. 6~- .~_:·~_ =a_--~~'a""· 1·- ·-,r'"' ' . ' ·.·.s ... 
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experiments when the victims were under hypnosis. It 1-s his 
opinion that Dr. Erickson is one of the best individuals who 
can produce hypnosis and secure information from these indi~ 
viduals after having worked on them for a considerable length 
of time so that he can ascertain their mental processes. 

Dr. Gruber advised that Dr. Erickson has on 
several i-nstances worked with sexual perverts, with persons 
.suffering from dementia praecox and with one or two persons 
who have committed misdemeanors and while under the influence 
of hypnosis he has seen them react favorably to .suggestions 
offered b,y Dr. Erickson which would tend to correct their evil 
and cr.iminal tendencies. Dr. Gruber stated, however, that it 
is necessary for Dr. Erickson to spend at least ;three or four 
months with a patient before his unconscious reflexes respond 
favorably to the suggestions offered. 

Dr. Gruber advised that he did not know whether 
Dr. Erickson had written any texts or collaborated in the writ
ing.of any texts on hypnosis but stated that he personally 
knew Dr. Erickson had read many pape~s dealing with psycho
analysis and hypnosis and was apparently well thought of by 
leading psychoanalysts of the country, among them Dr. Hull of 
Yale and Dr. Ewald of the University of Colorado. 

Dr~ Gruber stated that Dr. Erickson is about 
thirty-eight years of age and that he is married to his second 
wife who is considerably younger than he is and that his first 
wife, by whom he had three children, was adjudged insane several 
years ago. 

Dr. L. R. Linton, who is attached to the staff 
of the Eloise Hospital, advised that he had worked with Dr. 
Erickson at Colorado State Hospital and was impressed by the · 
skill he used in inducing hypnosis and the scient~fic principles 
used by Dr. Erickson in securing evidences of past activities 
from victims under hypno.sis •. He verified all of the 'infor
mation secured from Dr. Gruber. 

Dr. Seling, who is in charge of the Psychopathic 
Clinic of Recorders Court, Detroit, Michigan, and Dr. Jolm 
Larson; assistant to Dr. Seling in the Psychopathic Clinic of 
Recorders Court, both verified the information concerning the 
education and qualifications of Dr. Erickson which'had been 
secured from Dr. Gruber. Dr. Larson indicated that because 

-2-
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anyone associated with lzypnosis has a dangerous tool and weapon 
at his' command, he is necessarily ~ubjected to much rumor and 
gossip concerning violations of medical ethics and practices · 
and of immoral actions~ 

Dr. Seling, while admitting that Dr. Erickson was 
well grounded in hypnosis and psychopathic :work, he still felt 
that Dr. Erickson was .slightly demented so far as his activities 
along hypnosis are concerned. 

There are inclosed herewith the following papers, 
in pamphlet form, which were prepared by Dr. Milton H. Erickson 
for publication 

RJZ:ERA, 
6.2-875 
7 Inglosures 

Opportunities for ·Psychological Research 
in Mental Hospitals• 

A Brief Survey of Hypnotism. 

A Clinical Note on a Word-Association 
Test. 

The Concomitance of Organic and Psycho
logic Changes During Marked Improvement 
in Schizophrenia. 

A Study of an Experimental Neurosis 
Hypnotically induced in a case of 
Ejaculatio Praecox. 

The Development of Apparent.Unconsciousness 
During Eypnotic Reliving .of a Traumatic 
Experience. 

A Study of Hypnotic Deafness by Means of a 
Conditioned Response. 

Very truly yours, 

~~~~ 
Jay c. Newman 
Special Agent in Charge 

- 5-
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Dr. 0. H. Estabrooks, 
Colgate University, 
H8Jililton, Neii York. 

Dear Dr. Estabrooks: 

April 2, 1937. 

·~· .. . ~ .. ' 

· . .:..: 

.. ' 
:Reference is made to your letter of' Ma.rch26, 

1937, with which you forwarded a. bibliography qf the 
work of Dr. H. H. Erickson of the Eloise St~te Hospital, 
Elois e, Michigan. 

I wish to tlw.nk you for your courtesy in for
warding this material to the Bureau and, for the interest 
wbich you have .manifested in t he Bure~u's activitie8. 

Sincerely y~urs, 

John Edgar Hoover, 
Direot•..>r. 
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HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
· Bureau of .Federal Investigation 

Department of Justice 
Washirlgton, D.c·. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

March 26, 1937 

It so appel\,rs that Dr. M. HJ Erickson, Eloise State Hospital, Eloise, 
Michigan, has just forwarded: to me a bibliography of his work on 

0 ey-pnotism. I am sending you a copy of thiS in case ·it may be of 
interest to your Department • . It seems to me that Erickson is an 
extremely able operator and one who could shed light on many a problem. 

R~~~J?f;~ t;~ll~:~ially ~~~---~ ~. -~, -;. ... ,-.. ·'.'"' ""'·: ;_I _,.;._...,__~ 
.. . . ~ . ~ . : . ·, . . ~ : '.: 

w 
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G. H. Est 
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'Possibl~ :Lntal Effects from Experiment~ llypnosis.• 
Journal o:f Abnormal and Social Psychology 
October-December 1932 ~ Vol. XXVII, No. 3, Pp. 321•327 

• - 0 

2. 11!1lle Investigation of a Specific .Amnesia. 11 

The :British Journal of Medical Psychology 
J-933 - Vol. XIII, Part II. Pp. 143-150 

3~ 0 

4. 

liA Study of Hypnotically Induced Conwle :ms by Means 
(Vfith Juston, ·Paul E., Sha.kow, David) 
The Journal 9f General Psychology 
1934, Vol. XXX. Pp .. 65-97 

"A :Brief Survey of B;vpnotisiii." 
Medical Record 
December 5, 1934, Vol. l4o, No. 

/ 
I 
11. Pp. 609-613 

of"the Luria Technique." 

5. "A Study of an Experimental Neurosis Hypnotically Indu.Ced in a Case of V 
Ejaculatio Praecox." 
The British Journal of Medical Psychology 
Vol. XV. Part l, 1935. Pp. 34-50 

6. . 11A St:lldy of Hypnotic Deafness by Means of· a Conditioned Response. 11 

In preparation for publication. 
/ 

7. "The Development·· of Apparent Unconsciousness Duri~ JJn>notic Reliving of a. 
Traumatic Experience." 
Accepted for publication. 
Archives of Neurology & Psychiatry 

· 8. 11A Clinical No"\:ie: on the Experimental Demonstratio~· of Unconscious 
Mentation. 11 ' - • 

Accepte~ for publication. 
Psychoanalytic Quarterly. 

9. 1'The Applications of Hypnosis to Psychiatry." 
Accepted for publication. '. 
Ontario Journal of N~uro-Psychiatry 

10. 11T'.ae Hypnotic Investigation of Specific Phobic and Obsessional :Beha.v/ior. 11 

Experimental work in preparation for publication. 

11. 11The Hypnotic Regression of Adult Subject.s as Tested by Intelligence Tests." 
Experimental work in preparation for publication. 

1u~ _., 111 r- '~ t 
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Rea hrchase ~f addi tipnal, lie detector ~. 

and turther- inquiries into pos&JibiU.ties 
ot &;vpnot.iem:- · · 

On De.cember 18.,. l.9.36.t l reviewed. the lJitua.tion .with regard 
" to the desirability or pl.lrchaai.ng am additional piece of lis detecting 

equipm-ent a11d a.t that time l indicated that it would be .(ies.:J.rable to 
firf;lt review the equip:m.en:~ ot F$.ther Walter G. Sunmtets 1tl New Yo_rk, 
the new eqW,.pment of Keeler G.t · Chi cap,. and the equipment utUized by 
Bernard B •. 1\l.igley of the Ohio State University at Colunibtl&• It was 
necessary for me to· ean.cel & contemplated 'tti,p of inSpection o.f these 
three pieces ot apparatus. Since that; time, however" I have bad the ' 
opportunit,. to irwpect the Sta!Ullers equipment in New YoJ."k and Keeler* s 
new equipment in: Chicago. · 

Father Summertt. equiptnsut is strictly a psycho-gal.vanameter 
and is l~Ul.de ~p to hi-s desip :bt E$t"rlill1e .Anall141 of Indianapolis,. Indian.a. 
Keeler has not aJ.te:rred his ol,d stJle pQl.ygrapb1 but ratbe,r is using 4 
psycho-gaJ.vanoi~teter •hicb. is S$psrate ·~ distinct .trq b.is pol,.ygra.ph1 
but he uses the psycho--galvanometer on some experiinental. subJects in 
conjunction with the polygraph.. ~With Keeler the p$ycho.g&lvanoBJeter i,s 
still suiet.ly expe-r.iruentla and .t.)'oa1 my conversations with biln in Chi~ago 
I gathered that ha bas not, .. yelt"masitei:-ed·- its di.f'fleul.ti.es •. <>n the other 
~ Summers in. New York is usi.Ulg ehly the psyeho-.galvanometer, is a 
strong ·advocate ot it, and main.tains· that the blood pressure and 
respiratlcna fea.t~es of the po.iygapb are -of little .or no uae.; 
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l think 1 t w.oul.<i 'also be ld$e, wbtle fir~- 1'~ irs in Ohio• 
fo:r: him t~ 'continue on up to El.<>ise, 'lichigan, apd. c~J!ltac.t Iir~~ikson 
at the hospital up there to deterrdil$ tt:r~t hluui. •hat Erilqton is doing 

·.with hypnl>tiSlll t~ th~ cr1lninal1atic t'iel.d, Undou.btedly ·•=r ,. TQBU!l could 
obtain some hel,pfW. iut'ol"•tion~ 

tr you approve tbl.t W:1p :t 'nU ~£f~ue t.ne Mcesa~y tns-t;;-"o\io~e 
to tr. 'l'ali!D• 

... ) 
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fla.rch 31, 19)7. 

On one occasion wb,ep I was talking w1 th Father 
oumtners in New York, he sugges-ted that the Neurologica.J., Institute 
at l6Sth fUld Fort lfadsworth in New York City, mtght prove a 
very helpful contact &.nd un.dou.btedly they would be ~. a position 
to give such information up there co.ncerning the voastble u.se 
of hypn,otisa in crimiuS~lietic fields. 

E. P. Coffey. 

' ' 
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Dr. G. R. E::rwl>rooks, 
Co.lgate University, 
Ramilton, lew York. 

Dear l)r., Estabrooks: 

April 7, 1937. 

/ 

In connection with the various conferences· had on 
the general,, subject of hypnot.i.s~~t and suggestion a.nd its 
poasibill t,ies as applied to criminalistic proble$s, l have 
for some time been concern~ with the possibility that there 
is Sollie ele~~en't of dac,ger 1n this wor~ both whe~ appl,ied 

' exp~rbumtally to volunteer subjects and possibly when applied 
to crt11thml .subjects. I have no tangible.informa.tion on such 
pos.si bili ty and I am :«Onderitlg ,if you ca~~ advise .. ae as to 
ju()t how di!l,ngerous such procedUres tdght 'be 1 considered,both 
exper~menU.lly and in ,actual practice. --!ot(andoubtedl,; 
realize that. t~1e Bureau wollld have to ·quite··definlt.eiy li1dt 
1 ts interest in, the :work !f it were eonsi~ere?~?.to be of a: 
d~gerous cha,)..e}.cte.r. . '/ 

\ _ -. 
·~a th ~xpressions of my apprec.i.a qon fox· your continued 

inte.rest in our problenw, I remain 

Sincerely yourst 

. - . 

t'. '. 
--·<:;:p 



'~~t>HN EbGAR. HOOVER 
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Mr. Clegg·-----------
If!.eb.eral fBur.eau of llnu.estigation 

Dnibb itates il.rpartm.rnt of Ilustir.r 

mas4ington~ il. <IJ. 

·~ ::: ~::7~-~:~~~:::: 
. Mr. Egan .•.••.••••••. 

EPC:ON 

\March .30, 19.37. ~A 

Mr. Foxworth------

Mr. Glavin----------

. r.fr. Uarbo ----·····-· 

lrlr. Joseph---------

. Mr. Lester--------~--

CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NAT~ v_ \ 

Re: Experiments in'hypnosis in 
the detection of deception. 

· Mr. Tracy'-----------

1\fioa Gandy .••••• ----

---~ ~f '" Last night Mr. Quinn,,Tamm ljlld I conducted the nrst of a .......... "' .. "' .... , 

{,-·"-" planned series of ex~riments for tlie purpose of determining if 
~~--ft;~l~ -~ possible the value otJhypnotism in the detection of deception. 
~- Although we hav~ given considerable study to the technique of the 

applicationand· ioducti~ hypnotism an~ Mr. Tanun has spent a week 
,.~ on this subject with D~.~stabrooks, ''-!~ have not_ had previous · 

tlJJ.l.-1/''v~ practical experience in" inducing hYPnotism. The volunteer subject ·b 
6 C~~~~ · selected was Special Agen~ _ lor the #3 training school 

f) /1 \V and he proved to be a most 'ideal subject for the purpose. During 
i,; tl:f) ~ the evening he was rather readily hypnotized on three separate --
~ occasions. It is not believed that he fully realized he was being 

hypnotized. · · 

b7C 

The subject was _advised that we were conducting experiments 
in the detection of ~9JPtion utilizing various psychological 
phenomena. First, th~1!.fl_d~te~tor was attached to the subject and 
several simple tests run. Subject showed an unusually well balanced 
emotional make-up under the lie detector. At the·end C>r these simple 
tests subject was informed ttat he was too tense and that it was 
desired he relai completely. Mr. Tamm then instructed him to assume; 
a comfortabie position and completely relax, at which time Mr. Tamm 
made numerous verbal suggestions on relaxation and sleep. The subject 
responded very nicely and a control test involving the stiffening of 
the arm was used to determine the extent of the hypnosis. Our 
experience in this respect is somewhat limited but we are both of the 
opinion that he was in a light trance. The subject was then awakened 
and he was informed that he had been successful in relaxing to some 
extent but that he was still tense and it was thought he could attain 
more perfect relaxation. He then volunteered to assume a more 
comfortable position and the technique was again applied. On this 
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. . 
occasion I made the verbal suggestions of relaxation and we thought 
it desirable to carry the suggestions further than the first time. 
As a·result the subject went into a d&eper trance and control tests 
involving the ~tiff arm test and inability to open the eyelids con
vinced us that he had gone into a deeper state of hypnotic sleep. 
The second test was considerably longer,. taking about 12 minutes. , 

The subject was again awakened after the·control test,· 
at which time he was told tha:t his relaxation, efforts had been quite 
successful on t}lat occa.sion and that the experiment would be continued 
and this-time the questions Wliich he was previously asked o~ the lie 
detector would be repeated. 

Again the subject relaxed and on this occasion Mr. Tamm 
applied the technique~in the form of verbal suggestions of ~eiaxation. 
Again the subject readily went into a hjpnotic_ trance. A simple card 
test was ~hen given ~o him and.he was told to truthfully reply to the 
questions asked. As each card was presented and described to him, he 
replied slowly and with the inarticu1ation of tpe hypnotized. · 
His responses were truthful in all.instances. At this time I was 
doing 'the questioning after Mr. Tamm had informed.the hypnotized subject 
that · I would undertake the interrogation. Following the card test I 
asked the subject two personal questions; (1) Whether he had practiced 
law at Centerville, Alabama, pri.!m. t.p his .emplc:?yment with the Bureau, to 
which he responded in the affirmative; and (2) Whether the compensation 
received from his law practice at that, time had been satisfactory to him, 
to which, he _r.e~;J.:ied in the negative • 

..;,;\",.\\• !· 

The subject was then awakened and asked to describe his 
experience~ which he aid in a somewha~hazy fashion, giving rather 
distinct indications·,.pf at least parti.al. iunnes,ia. In this connection 
it should be noted tnat previous experience with this subject during 
lectures has disclosed that he has an unusually good memory. He was 
unable to accurately recall, however, about 50% of what transpired during 
the hypnotic trance. 

I believe we are indeed fortunate in. drawing thfs subject for 
the fi~st experiment inasmuch as he was very susceptible, which~made it 
that much easier for us. At the same time we fully appreciate that other 
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subjects -will not be so easily induced into the state of hypnosis. 
Further experiments with this subject· . are also planned inasmuc}l as 
we did not care to go too far ·with the subject the first evening 

. of this work. He is very willing to . continue the work. 

. . The most encouraging outcome· of this first experiment is 
the indication which ·we have received that the use of the lie detector 
provides a very excellent and tactful approach to the subject of 
hypnosis. · 

We are pledging our subjects to secrecy at the present so 
that there won't be undue discussion on these experiments around the 
Bureau and we plan to continue them on a ooneervative basis. You 
will _be -kept advised of the progress. 

Respectfully, 
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Dr. G. H. Estabrooks, 
Colgate University, 
Hamilton, New York. 

Dear Dr. Estabrooks: 

April 16, 1937. 

I wish to thank you for the information se!-.forth in 
your letter of April 9, 1937. 

Although we are attempting to keep up to date on the 
general subject·m.a.tter and to keep e.bre£u'>t of the developments 
of others . in the field; it has not yet been possible for the 
Bureau itself to actually undertake or plan experiments in the 
field, nor do we cont~plate any such act~l work this S~er. 
If you pass through Washington this Summer 'or at any time, · I 
should be more than glad to have you visit the Bureau at that 
time. lou may be assured that I will c,ommunicate with you 
further if the present situation changes and we decide to under-
take any a.ctual experiments. 

. . 
' ) 
I 

!.j . 
1 

,Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover, 
Director • 

l 
' 

\ -·'" 



CDLBATE UNIVERSrT;,' 
HAMILTON', N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
D~partment of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

,April 9, 1937 

F;;.,~ ~;~::~n-

I 
Mr. Tolson 

r.fr. ~a·"·""'mnnf. 

1~-r. Cierrg ~--- . 

1'.& • Co£'"y - . 

Mr. Dnwfioy_ 

Mr. Egan ______ ,,_ 

i., '> Mr. Folro•o•-tb •• 

j Mr. Glnvln 

J Mlr. Hn~bo 

1 Mr. Joo('oh ..•. _ 

( :Ch'. L:m~ ..•.•. 
I 

I 
Mr. Hi~~1ola ••• 

:olr. Qob:uo ___ ,,,. 

j Mr. Sch!Ieo! __ ,. 

'0. ~ 
I 

Please pardon my:_ slowness in ha'ndling various matters, but 
it is largely due to innate laziness •••• somewhat along the 
idea of original sin. 

II I\1::'. Temt:t ...... 

I M.-~ T••c.cy -----· 

U i>iia11 G"-"'"'.i'-

I th~nk···--------.. 
PresJ;>y:-terian-

·o..:.~ .. ~ < ...... · 

:\ 

f With reference to the possible dangers arising from the use of ,~ \ 
jt~ hypnotism, I do not think there is any doubt that-·bad effects may j 
1 result from hypnotism if it is improperly used. On the other hand, I 

1 I think that the consensus of opinion in the entire field would bell\ 
'\ that results should only be beneficial when it is employed in the )' 

hands of an expert. _ 

'·,Frankly, I have never seen anything which I have considered in any 
way harmful resulting from my own experbnents and feel quite certain 

"....-~hat other_ ?,t11:;ho_ri .. ti_~-~-' such ~~-d?I'-~- M. Jt1'f Eri_c~JJ.Ot:l, .1:?~~-f~~sor JYil~ia!l! . _ 
~VlacDougall, and P~.o·fessor Clar~riull, would agree ~ith this general 

statement. · 

I enclose a few rambling remarks which I·wish you would file under 
., this general subject. I am sending a copy of these to Captain John 
~Stapler, since the Navy people seem to be somewhat interested. 
~ . 

In keeping with the enclosed, I am wondering if it would be helpful 
for me to be in Washington during the sunnner. I am spending most of 
the long vacation wandering around America more or less aimlessly in 
the hope that I can really do some good writing of magazine articles. 
I am having reasonab.le success along thi~,_ .. line and feel that my 
undoubted genius should not be wasted "(<to: the American reading public. 
Without doubt, my wife will insist that we go through Washington. If 
it would be advantageous to stop off for any length of time, we could 
probably arrange to do so. 

Most cordially yours 

~j{-J,.~/v,. 

Q) ' G. H.· Estabrooks. 



COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

., ... ~ .. ~ 
\ :~ 

" 
HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

April 9, 1937 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I wonder if you would incorporate the following in your files 
on the subject of hypnotism. Needless to say, there are many 
problems which must be considered in the entire subject but, 
from the practical point of view, I thought the following remarks 
might be of use,. 

If hypnotism has any practical value for your problems, then it 
seems to me. that perhaps the most important problem centers around 
the question of its induction. 

There may be some startling sbort cut discovered involving the use 
of some drug or drugs. This is an interesting possibility which, 
up to the present, has not given any particularly good results. 

There is, also, the possibility that the technique in use at the 
University of Illinois whereby an animal is placed in a magnetic 
field may have some utility, but that is a matter for the future to. 
decide. 

It would seem that probably the most important line of attack, so 
far as you folks are concerned, is the development of a concealed 
technique, whereby the operator is able to do his work behind the 
front of, say, the lie detector or the psycho-galvanic reflex. If""· 
this could be used in connection with a brief series of tests whose 
purpose was not evident, then I think it would have a really effective 
mode of attack. 

I think that the concealed technique in question can be fairly easily 
perfected. As a matter of fact, I feel certain that I could demonstrate 
it in any ho~pital or with any group of men with whom I was turned 
loose. The matter of the preliminary tests is not so simply but 
might have definite possibilities. 

May I again stress the fact that this disguised technique is something 
which is very practical and very easily demonstrated and one on which 
it seems to me considerable use for research could be placed with 
great value to all concerned. 

w 
copy to Captain Stapl:er 

! 

Most cordially yours 

UfcE ~ o C) /c..,. -
G. H. Estabrooks 
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QT:AIM April 13, 1937. 

The following is a report of the interview conducted by Mr. 
Quinn Tamm of the Technical Laboi_'atory with Doctor Milton H. Erickson 
of the Psychiatric Hospital at Eloise, Michigan on the general subject 
of hypnotism. Mr. Tamm was accompanied during this interview by 
Special Agent Leavin of the Detroit Field Division. 

. Mr. Tamm spent approximately six hours with Doctor Erickson 
on Saturday, April 10, 1937, during which time Doctor Erickson gave a 
couple of demonstrations which Mr. Tamm reports· a.S being absolutely 
amazing and o:f such a nature that it is- hard to believe that one person 
could exercise control over another individual in the manner in which 
Doctor Erickson works without actually seeing the process demonstrated. 

The first demonstration which Doctor Erickson gave consisted 
of calling into his office one of his patients in the hospital, a boy 
who possibly has a queer mental quirk which throws him into the class 
of persons known as an "exhibitionist", but who otherwise has about 
the average mentality of the ordinary clerical employee. Before 
starting the demonstration, Doctor Erickson advised that he has been 

-~~' working with this boy for a period of approximately one hundred hours, 
~ doing all sorts o:f research experiments with him and at the present time 
' ~ has~ .conditioned to such an-extent that upon the command to go to 
~.> ~· sleep the boy is placed in a deep state of somnambulism. When placed 

J -in this deep state of hypnosis resembling very greatly an intense 
trance, Doctor Erickson proceeds with a type of experiment which he 
calls the "personalization" and changes the boy's personality from the 
individual whom he actually is, first, to a fictitious character whom 
he calls 11J ohnny Walker". As Johnny Walker the subject 'iV;aS a boy wi-th ·: 
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the mentality probably of a six-year old. He had a great deal of 
difficulty in enunciating and pronouncing words or in speaking 
generB.lly; his reactions were the same as an imbecillic youth, but 
he readily obeyed commands_which the Doctor conveyed to him. He 
kept the boy in this condition for approximately one-half an hour, 
then simply with the words "Good-bye Johnny, hello ;Tommy" Doctor 
Erickson changed the boy back to his normal self; however, he was 
still in a deep state of somnambulism. As a control to show .that the 
person was actually in a hypnotic state, Doctor Erickson made use of 
the induction of muscular rigidity similar to catalepsy, so that during 
the whole course of the demonstration with this particular subject the 
Doctor had him hold his arms in a rigid position;due to the fact that 
this experiment lasted for a period of an hour and a half it was 
absolutely impossible for the subject to fake the extreme rigidity of 
his muscles for that period. During the time that the boy was the 
second personality, he was instructed that he was in the room alone 
with the Doctor and upon looking around the room and glancing at the 
two agents present in the room, the subject failed to recognize that 
there were any people sitting there and talked to the Doctor as if 
he were .. in the room by himself. During this second stage of hypnosis 
the boy was abl~ to recount everything that had gone on before in a 
sort of an abstract manner. The_ impressive part to Mr. Tarnm was the 
fact that he could recall all of the conversation to the most minute 
detail and to such an extent that it would have been impossible for a 
normal person to recount the conversation word for word as it was 
done by the hypnotic subject. Then simply with the words "Good-bye 
Tommy, you are now Charlie Burr" the Doctor transformed the subject 
into another personality, this time a person with whom the subject 
was familiar and had worked with in the workshop of the Ps,ychiatric 
Hospital; according to the Doctor in this personality,the subject 
took on the mannerisms of the previous person, imitated him an~ was 
instructed to tell why he was in the ··hospital and, after a little 
urging, broke down and gave the reason why .this other prson .was 
being retained, all the time the person thinking that he is: the dual 
personality. 

After giving this demonstration which lasted about an hour 
and a half, simply by the words or instructions "Wake up Tommy" the · 
subject was returned to normal and was then questioned by Mr. Tamm 
as to his feelings. He seemed to have absolutely no memory of what 
had occurred during the hour and a half, during which he was hypnotized 
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and evidenced no bad results from this hypnosis. 

The second demonstration was-extremely startling and 
probably demonstrated that Doctor Erickson, in Mr. Tamm's opinion, 
is purely interested in the scientific research of what actually 
occurs during a state _of hypnosis. Mr. Tamm believes that he is 
probably brutal, absolutely without scruples as far as his research 
is concerned, .and will go to any means to obtain the desired end in 
the research in which he is interested. During the course of the 
luncheon. which Mr. Tamm had with Doctor Erickson, without any warning 
whatsoever and in exactly the middle of the luncheon, Doctor Erickson 
hypnotized his wife and had her sitting at the luncheon table, holding 
her arm stiffly rigid straight up in the air in such a position that 
a normal person probably could not maintain it for a period of more 
than forty or fifty seconds. By actual timing Mrs. Erickson's arm 
reme.ined stiffly rigid in the air for over five minutes. During this 
time the Doctor asked her several questi_ons which she undoubtedly 
would n~t have answe.red in the presence of strangers if she had been 
in a normal condition. The demonstration was extremely impressive 
but did give a very good insigbtinto the. type of character which 
Doctor Eri.ckson undoubtedly is. 

Doctor Erickson seems to be very enthusiastic about his subject 
and extremely willing to cooperate with the Bureau in any type of work 
which it may wish to conduct. He informed· Mr ~ Tamm upon questioning 
that he· has been working with hypnotism for a period or fourteen years, 
during which time he has had as hypnotic subjects probably five hundred 
people and the Doctor reports that he has been successful in hypnotizing 
these five hundred subjects ninety per cent in a period of five hours 
or less during which time they were placed in a state of a deep trance. 
A small percentage took more than the five horirs to hypnotize and the 
only. failure~ which Doctor Erickson reports from his research work are 
the failures to hypnotize feeble-minded people. It is Doctor Erickson's. 
opinion that anyone may be hypnotized and that the only difference 
between the various types of people is the length of time necessary ~o 
work upon them in order to introduce a state of hypnosi,s. In connection 
with the hypnotic state, Doctor Erickson believes that it is possible 
through clever questioning and through the use of dual personalities 
to obtain any t.fpe of information from a person who is hypnotized; 
however, the Doctor points out that it is not possible to.blunder 
straight in and ask questions or make a person ~o something that is 
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against his own ~ill. However, he points out that in good interrogation: 
by clever handling of the s~bject, and the_proper approach you can get a 
person to divUlge most any type of information or perform most any type 
of a task. It is Mr. Tamm's opinion that as far as the subject of 
hypnotism is concerned, Doctor Erickson is probablY twenty-or twenty~five. 
years further advanced in the research in this field than the previous 
contacts which the Bureau has made. The type of his. technique and his 
procedure is much;more refined and probably much more highly successful 
than the technique used by Doctor Estabrooks. Mr. Tamm did not have a 
great deal of chance to observe the actual tec~ique used in placing a 
person in a state of hypnosis for the first time; however, he questioned 
Doctor Erickson extensively along this line and fourid that the first 
thing that Doctor Erickson does is to gently suggest certe.in things to 
the person that are bound to happen, such as the fact that if he sits 
in a chair for a long period of time he will soon become tired; things 
that will place him on the defensive, .such as suggesting that as much as 
he tries, his eyelids will soon become heavy and close and he cannot keep 
his eyes from blinking; anything with the idea of getting the person to 
concentrate on one particular thing. Then once the state is obtained, 
Doctor Erickson believes that it is easy to put a person into an 
extremely deep trance. It is believed b,y Mr. Tamm that more time wotlld 
have to be spent with Doctor Erickson-to master the technique which he 
uses. 

Mr. Tamm asked Doctor Erickson what he thought of the use of 
drugs to place a person in a more receptive mood for hypnotism and Doctor 
Erickson informed him that as far as his research was concerned he had 
found that drugs served to hinder rather than.hasten the hypnotic effects. 

Doctor Erickson expressed the belief that the hypnotism could 
be·used on criiDinal subjects very successfully, dependent upon the. 
cleverness of the interrogator or the operator in circumventing the 
inhibition of the hypnotized person to do anything against his own wishes. 
He said that he believed that a person in a hypnotic state, his mind is 
so much at the control of the hypnotist, that little difficulty would be 
encountered in working and getting information from criminal subjects. 

In line with·Mr. Tamm's suggestion to you orally that he 
believed it would be desirable for you to contact Doctor Erickson and l 
see the demonstrations of the work which he can do, it is suggested that 
if ·the Bureau approves, you and Mr. Tamm could proceed to Eloise 1 

Michigan sometime during the week of April 19, 1937, so that you j 
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personally could see the demonstrations and the technique which Doctor 
- Erickson uses. 

There are attached hereto two :reprints of publications. by 
Doctor Erickson which were given to Mr. Tamm during the course of his 
discussion with Doctor Erickson. 

There is attached hereto for the Director's signature a 
letter thanking Doctor Erickson for the demonstrations which he gave 
Mr. Tamm. 
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A STUDY OF AN EXPERIMENTAL NEUROSIS 
HYPNOTICALLY INDUCED IN A CASE OF 

EJACULATIO PRAECOX. 

BY MILTON H. ERICKSON. 

THE experimental investigation of the clinical problems of personality 
disorders presents an interesting but difficult task. Most studies on such 
problems have been done by psycho-analysts acting chiefly in the role of 
therapists. For this reason, purely experimental work has been neglected 
because of the necessity of abiding by prescribed rules and definite con
cepts. However, students in this clinical field, foremost among whom are 
the psycho-analysts themselves, are becoming increasingly aware of the 
need for a systematic technique which will lend itself to laboratory proof 
as contrasted with the present empirical proof of subjective and clinical 
experience. As an approach to the experimental study of personality 
disturbances, a case of ejaculatio praecox was selected and subjected to a 
laboratory procedure intended to yield some information regarding the 
psychological mechanism termed abreaction. 

The technique of experimentation was suggested by the well
established c.linical fact, both in medicine and in psycho-analytic therapy, 
that recovery from one illness (or conflict) frequently results in the 
establishment of a new physiological equilibrium (or 'redistribution of 
libido') thereby permitting the favourable resolution of a second con
current and perhaps totally unrelated illness (or conflict). Of similar 
influence was the well-known fact that an intercurrent disease may 
exercise a favourable effect upon the original illness, for example, malaria 
in paresis. Consideration of these ideas suggested their adaptation to the 
case in hand at a psychic rather than the usual somatic level. It was 
determined to give the patient a second illness, which was to be a neurosis 
so formulated that it might symbolize or parallel the original difficulty, 
and might be expected to arouse similar or possibly identical affects. The 
assumption was made that such similarity or identity of affects would 
establish some dynamic relationship between the two neuroses, possibly 
through identification, or perhaps through an 'adsorption' of the one 
conflict upon the other; and that when the patient, by virtue of the ex
perimental situation, was forced to relive, abreact and resolve the conflict 
of the induced neurosis, there might occur a transference or generaliza-
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tion of the abreactive process to the original difficulty. Or perhaps the 
abreaction and resolution of the induced conflict might establish a new 
attitude or organization of the personality. At all events, the immediate 
experimental purpose was to establish a dynamic inter-relationship of the 
two neuroses and to induce a readjustment of the personality. 

The subject of this experiment was a single white male, twenty-five 
years old, who possessed a degree of doctor of philosophy in psychology. 
In addition he possessed a fair knowledge of clinicai psychology, and was 
well acquainted with the author's hypnotic t echnics a:rid methods since 
he had been acting as a hypnotic subject for the author, and had been 
used extensively in experimental work for a period of a year before he 
disclosed his complaint. Finally, because his difficulty had become 
progressively worse, he decided to seek psychiatric assistance, and to this 
end, he complained to the author of ejaculatio praecox and requested aid 
in overcoming this symptom. His story was essentially as follows: Three 
years previously he had decided to engage in sexual intercourse, and had 
made many attempts but always with a strong sense of guilt which he 
rationalized as a feeling that he was desecrating womanhood. From the 
first he had suffered from ejaculatio praecox, but on a few occasions he had 
succeeded in securing a second erection permitting penetration but this 
was always followed by a precipitate orgasm and flaccidity. As these 
failures had been repeated, he had become increasingly concerned and 
worried and his problem had become progressively more acute. Originally 
the overt act of beginning intercourse had resulted in .an ejaculation, but 
at the time he sought aid, kissing or embracing and sometimes merely 
casual contact with ·an attractive girl would cause an erection and 
precipitate an orgasm with a complete loss of potency. Even when he did 
succeed in securing a second erection, he had not been able to utilize it 
either because of another precocious ejaculation or because of a precipi
tate orgasm upon penetration. He had resorted unsuccessfully to such 
measures as 'prophylactic.' masturbation to reduce his sexual tension and 
to the selection of girls without erotic appeal for him. His emotional 
reaction to these experiences was one of acute shame, bitterness, self
disgust and inferiority. 

At the conclusion of his story, the young man was informed that the 
author would do no more than to take his case under advisement, and that. 
no therapy would be attempted until after a period of consideration, and 
he was urged to seek assistance from another psychiatrist. Then, changing 
the subject matter of discussion, the patient's co-operation was requested 
for a special hypnotic e:x.--periment which he 'knew had already been unde'!" 
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consideration for some time and which was to be developed in the course of 
the next few months. Although not fully content about the postpone
ment of therapy, he continued his co-operation in regard to present and 
projected hypnotic work. Later, during the elaboration of the plans for 
the special hypnotic work, the idea of this experiment was conceived and 
promptly elaborated for investigation. No intimation of this fact was 
given to the patient. Instead, he was allowed to continue in his belief that 
therapy was indefinitely postponed, and that the author was wholly 
absorbed in the previously projected hypnotic work, concerning which 
the patient had not been given any information. The rationale for this 
deception was the assumption that any therapeutic results of the 
hypnotic procedures utilized could be attributed then to the therapy itself 
rather than to the patient's hopes and expectations. A second gain, an 
important consideration in hypnotic therapy, was the possibility of 
hypnotizing the patient deeply for the experiment without making his 
success as a subject contingent in any way upon his neurosis. 

During the course of the experimental work in which the patient had 
co-operated, he had been trained to accept 'artificial complexes'. These 
complexes were fabricated stories of an emotional nature told to the 
subject while in a profound hypnotic trance as accounts of actual past 
personal experiences which should constitute definite memories for him.1 

Utilizing this background of the patient's, a special complex was 
fabricated for him which, when properly implanted in his mind, would 
tend theoretically to produce a second neurosis of the type discussed 
above. This fabricated story, which follows shortly in its exact wording at 
the time of administration together with all hypnotic instructions as 
recorded in full by the attending secretary, is purely a fancy of the 
author's based upon an actual wish of the patient's to secure a certain 
academic fellowship. 

However, to orient the reader more easily, it may be advisable to 
indicate as a preliminar;t"measure the symbolism contained in the 
complex story. The heterosexual situation and its implications are 
apparent at once. Less clear are the symbolic equating of cigarette with 
penis, and ash-tray with vagina, but consideration of the heterosexual 
drives involved and the emotional forces at play in that particular 
setting-the man's attraction to the girl, his desire to give her something 
and thereby to gain satisfaction for himself, the girl's display of herself by 

1 A detailed report of such an experimental procedure may be found in Huston, P. E., 
Shakow, D. and Erickson, M. H., "A study of hypnotically induced complexes by means 
of the Iuria technique", J. gen. Psychol. 1934, ·xr, 15-97. 
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means of her art work, and the parallelism of the catastrophe of this 
contact with those of past heterosexual contacts-gives rise to a fair 
plausibility of such identifications. 

As soon as the patient had been placed in a profound somnambulistic 
hypnotic trance of the type characterized by an apparently complete 
dissociation from all environmental stimuli and by an apparently total 
amnesia post-hypnotically for all trance events and suggestions, he was 
given the following instructions: · 

Now as you continue to sleep I'm going to recall to your mind an event which 
occurred not long ago. As I recount this event to you, you will recall fully and 
completely everything that happened. You have had good reason to forget this 
occurrence, but as I recall it, you will remember each and every detail fully. Now 
hear this in mind, that while I repeat what I know of this event, you will recall 
fully and completely everything just as it happened, and more than that, you will 
re-experience the various conflicting emotions which you had at the time and you 
will feel exactly as you did while this occurrence was taking place. 

Now the particular event of which I am going to tell you is this: Some time ago 
you met a man prominent in academic circles who manifested an interest in you 
and who was in a position to aid you in securing a certain research fellowship in 
which you were much interested. He made an appointment with you to see him 
at his home and on that day you called at the designated hour. When you knocked 
at the door you were met not by this gentleman but by his wife who greeted you 
cordially and was very friendly, making you feel that her husband had given a good 
account of you to her. She explained apologetically that her husband had· been 
called away for a few moments but that he would return shortly and had asked 
that you be made comfortable in the library. You accompanied her to this room 
where she introduced you to a charming girl who was obviously rather shy and 
reserved and who, she explained, was their only daughter. The mother then requested 
your permission to go about her work, explaining that the daughter would be happy 
to entertain you while you waited. You assured the ~other that you would be very 
comfortable and even now you can recall the glow of pleasure you experienced at 
the thought of having the daughter as a hostess. As the mother left the room you 
set about conversing with the girl, and despite her shyness and bashfulness, you 
soon found that she was as attractive conversationally as she was pleasing to the 
eye. You soon learned that she was much interested in painting, had attended art 
school, and was really profoundly interested in art. She timidly showed you some 
vases she had painted. Finally she showed you a delicate little glass dish which she 
l1ad painted in a very artistic manner, explaining that she had decorated it as an 
ash-tray for her father, to be used more as an ornament than as an actual ash-tray. 
You admired it very greatly. This mention of using the dish as an ash-tray made 
you desirous of smoking. Because of her youth you hesitated to give her a cigarette. 
Also, you did not know how her father might feel about such things and yet you 
wanted to observe the courtesies of smoking. As you debated this problem you 
became increasingly impatient. The girl did not offer you a cigarette and thus solve 
your problem and you kept wishing that you might offer her a cigarette. Finally 
in desperation you asked her permission to smoke which she granted very readily 
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and you took a cigarette but did not offer her one. As you smoked you looked about 
for an ash-tray and the girl, notieing your glance, urged you to use the ash-tray she 
had designed for her father. Hesitantly you did so and began taU,ing on various 
topics. As you talked you became aware of a rapidly mounting impa.tience for her 
father's return. Shortly you became so impatient that you could not enjoy smoking 
any longer, and so great was your impatience and distress that instead of carefully 
putting out your cigarette and then dropping it in the· ash-tray, you simply dropped 
the lighted cigarette into the ash-tray and continued to converse with the girl. The 
girl apparently took no notice of the act but after a few minutes you suddenly heard 
a loud crack and you immediately realized that the cigarette you had dropped into 
the ash-tray had continued burning and had heated the glass unevenly with the 
result that it had cracked in pieces. You felt very badly about this but the girl very 
kindly and generously insisted that it was a matter of small moment, that she had 
not yet given the ash-tray to her father, that he would not know anything about it, 
and that he would not be disappointed. Nevertheless, you felt exceedingly guilty 
about your carelessness in breaking the ash-tray and you wondered how her father 
would feel about it if he ever learned of it. Your concern was plainly evident, and 
when the mother came into the room you tried to explain, but she graciously re
assured you and told you that it really did not matter. However, you felt most 
uncomfortable about it and it seemed to you that the girl felt badly too. Shortly 
after this a telephone call was received from the father stating that he was called ./ 
away for the rest of the day and asking your permission to see you on a later day. 
You left the house very gladly, feeling most wretched about the whole situation 
and realizing at the time that there was really nothing you could do about it. 

Now after you are awakened this whole situation will be on your mind. You will 
not consciously know what it is but, nevertheless, it will be on your mind, it will 
worry you and govern your actions and your speech although you will not be aware 
that it is doing so. 

I have .just told you of a recent experience of yours, and as I recounted it to you, 
you recalled it in detail, realizing the whole time that I gave you a fairly accurate 
account of the situation, that I gave the essential story. After you awaken the whole 
situation will be on your mind but you will not be conscious of what it is, you will 
not even be aware of what it might be, but it will worry you and it will govern your 
speech and your actions. Do you understand? And you do feel badly about this 
thing. 

The patient was promptly awakened from the trance state and 

within a few moments seemed completely awake. He appeared to have 

a total amnesia, not only for the trance events and suggestions, but also 

for the fact o£ having been hypnotized, the usual finding after deep 

hypnosis. Particularly, he showed bewilderment in orienting himself 

since darkness had £allen during the time that he had been asleep. He 

was engaged immediately in a casual conversation by two colleagues of 

the author who were present, while the secretary made full notes of all 

conversation together with a description of the patient's behaviour and 

manner. It is not possible to present this material in its entirety because 
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of its length and because of the necessity of preserving the patient's 
·identity. The significant parts, however, have been abstracted for 
presentation here. 

Three genera1 types of phenomena occurred during the post-hypnotic 
period. The first ofthese was the domination of every train of thought in 
the patient by his implanted, now subconscious, complex. Although he 
conversed fluently on a variety of topics, each one was soon noted to be 
related to the complex, but in a manner apparent only to an observer who 
knew the whole situation. Care was taken not to suggest topics related to 
the complex, and the patient himself made no reference to the content of 
the complex story itself, nor did any of his utterances suggest any con
scious awareness of it. Neither was he given any suggestions which would 
serve to influence the trend of his behaviour. Indeed, the colleague of the 
author who bore the burden of conducting the procedure was kept un
informed of the author's purposes as a means of insuring undirected 
responses from the patient. When the patient was asked about a certain 
friend of his, he told of that friend's small children breaking bric-a-brac. 
As the conversation continued, he told of the travels abroad of another 
friend who had visited art galleries and museums containing ancient 
painted vases; he spoke of the author's library and the advisability of 
insurance for personal property; and he laughingly told of an instance of 
careless smoking by a friend which had nearly resulted in a serious fire. 
Any topic of conversation introduced by the others present was soon 
developed by the patient in such fashion that. a bearing upon the content 
of the complex became apparent to the observers. Furthermore, each 
conversational· topic rapidly appeared to become unpleasant to the 
patient and he would change the subject repeatedly only to return com
pulsively to some remark which could be related easily to the complex. 

Secondly, there occurred disturbances in the form of his stream of 
speech. Irrelevancies, stammering, blocking, loss of train of thought, 
repetitions, ·persistence of certain ideas, undue urgency and sudden 
strong emphases were all noted frequently. Thus, upon awakening, he 
began smoking and talking untill1e suddenly observed a painted earthen 
ash-tray at his elbow, whereupon he twisted uncomfortably in his seat, 
stammered, lost his train of thought, but gradually recovered his poise as 
the author's colleague assumed the burden of the conversation. Later, 
while talking about travelling abroad, he interjected remarks about the 
irreparable loss to art occasioned by the breaking of ancient vases and 
then continued the main topic of conversation without apparent realiza
tion of his digression. Again, in mentioning the author's library, he 
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became unduly solicitous and urgent about insurance. In none of these 
instances did the patient seem to sense anYthing unusual in his behaviour, 
despite their frequent occurrence. Observation at the time and considera
tion of the record later indicated that these behaviour disturbances of the 
patient arose not in response to external stimuli but rather from his own 
intra-psychic state. 

The thi~d type of phenomena noted during this period was phobia
like obsessive behaviour in regard to ash-trays, as judged by his previous 
known behaviour. When casually handed a substantial, though orna
mental, tray he received it in a gingerly, fearful manner and appeared to 
be afraid to use it. Instead, after many hesitant, abortive and apparently 
compulsive attempts to flick ashes into it, he put them into the cuff of his 
trousers in an embarrassed manner. Now and then he would succeed in 
dusting them into the tray, whereupon he would crush them repeatedly 
and uneasily with his finger tips as if to reassure himself about sparks. He 
held his cigarette butt until it burned his fingers, glanced at the floor and 
lifted his foot as if to dispose of it in that fashion, attempted to extinguish 
it in the cuff of his trousers but seemed too embarrassed to do so, made 
repeated abortive attempts to extinguish it in the ash-tray in :!'ront of him 
by tapping the cigarette gently against the tray, and finally searched the 
room casually until he found a metal dish wherein he extinguished the 
butt methodically, over-carefully, examining and re-examining it as if to 
be sure that it was not still burning. Whenever anyone dropped a used 
match into a tray he seemed compelled to retrieve it immediately and to 
cool it between his finger and thumb before replacing it carefully on top 
of the ashes. While conversing he examined and re-examined his ash
tray in a detached manner, moved it unnecessarily away from the edge 
of the table, and finally put a soft mat under it. Despite all this difficulty 
in smoking, he accepted unconcernedly a cigarette whenever proffered or 
helped himself to his own supply, only to repeat his phobia-like behaviour 
as he smoked. 

Having noted this much of the patient's behaviour-of which the 
above is only a brief summary-it was felt that he had 'accepted' the 
complex, and had possibly developed in consequence an artificially in
duced neurosis. He was then questioned directly and urged to give an 
account of what had occurred since he entered the office. Despite in
sistent questioning, he was able to state only that he had spent the time 
smoking and conversing with the author's colleagues. No information 
was obtained suggesting that he had any conscious realization of the fact 
that he had been hypnotized or subjected to an unusual procedure. 
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Accordingly he was re-hypnotized, and in this trance he was instructed to 
recall completely upon awakening the entire experimental situation and 
to discuss freely his reactions, speech, behaviour and conduct. It was 
assumed that by means of this procedure a 'removal' of the complex 
could be effected, since the patient could thus relive it at a conscious 
level and thereby might gain an insight into his reactions. As he 
awakened, a casual conversation was initiated which he soon interrupted 
to ask if he had told the author of arecent unhappy experience of his. He 
proceeded to relate the story of the complex as the recollection of an 
actual event, doing so with appropriate emotional responses, even identi
fying the father as a man who actually could have played such a role. As 
he concluded he started, looked bewildered, showed intense amazement, 
then smiled with relief and understanding, and declared, "Why, that was 
just a suggestion you gave me-in a hypnotic trance, too,!" 

After this realization, he began to discuss fully the various details of 
his conversation and conduct, progressing in chronological sequence, 
each item serving to awaken its successor as a fresh memory. Meanwhile, 
the secretary made full notes of his discussion and manner and of the 
questions and remarks addressed to him. He explained that, as the 
complex was narrated to him, he had displaced, elaborated and falsified 
true memories, weaving them into the fabricated account, thereby giving 
the complex story the reality of an actual event. This transformation of 
the fabrication into a reality for him had been achieved readily upon his 
identification of the father with a gentleman whom he knew slightly and 
whom he had wished might play such a role. It was aided further by a 
strong resentment which he had developed immediately toward the 
author for having pried into. his affairs and having learned about the 
unhappy incident. Upon awakening, he had felt at ease and comfortable 
but impelled to talk. As he talked, however, he had become aware of a 
constantly growing sense of discomfort, augmented by each topic of 
conversation and by his own remarks and by those of others despite the 
casual, appropriate nature of such comments. He had been astonished to 
discover his fear of an ash-tray, and he had tried to conceal this terror and 
to overcome it· by sheer force of will. At the same time, the tray had 
fascinated and distracted him repeatedly. Although he had tried, he had 
not been able to reach any understanding of his reactions. He had become 
even more distressed when he found that the same feeling of terror had 
attached itself to other ash-trays and even to used matches. "I was just 
terribly afraid," he declared, "afraid of anything with heat in it." 

When asked to describe his emotional reactions in their sequence, the 
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patient stated that, when the complex had been given to him in the 
trance state, he had reacted to it "just as any normal person would to 
such a situation. It was a miserable thing to have happen." Upon 
awakening from the trance, he had not experienced any particular 
emotions but, as be had begun to talk, he had developed the same sort of . 
an emotional state as he recalled having experienced in the hypnotic 
trance during the administration of the complex. However, as he con
tinued to talk and had experienced blackings of speech, the periods of 
stammering, and had become aware of his intense fear of ash-trays, his 
emotional discomfort had increased markedly and he had become 
'wretched', 'miserable', 'depressed', 'unhappy', 'anxious', and 'fearful'. 
He described these changes naively by saying that the familiar and 
pleasant surroundings in which he had found himself had made his 
emotional distress seem 'silly', 'foolish', 'inadequate', and 'reasonless' 
and that this feeling had impelled him to 'reach into past experiences' 
and to seize upon 'embarrassed affects' taken from 'past embarrassing 
experiences' and to 'add ' these new and stronger emotions to those 
already existing. This had given him a sense of having improved the ./' 
situation immeasurably in some undefinable way but it had made him 
'feel terrible, awful then'. (It had been noted during the latter part of 
the time in which the patient had the complex that he had become 
laboured and strained in behaviour, speaking with effort, sighing deeply, 
and perspiring profusely-an observation which had led immediately to 
re-hypnotizing him and 'removing' the complex.) 

The patient was questioned about the 'past embarrassing affects' 
-\vhich he had 'added' to the original affects. However, without any 
apparent effort to evade the question, he launched into an academic dis
cussion conceniing the possibility of transference of learning as applied to 
emotional responses, which did not appear to yield any pertinent infor
mation. Neither did he seem to grasp the significance of the question. 

Accordingly, he was asked how he felt about the whole situation as he 
recalled it. He replied, "Well, I'm glad to know that it was just a lot of 
suggestion and that it didn't really happen." He added that his hesitant, 
fearful manner of trying to use the ash-tray must have appeared ridicu
lous, saying, "Let me show you how I did it." He proceeded to imitate 
his previous conduct in great detail, suddenly interrupting himself to say, 
"Now, I'll show you how I do it now." Lighting another cigarette, he 
tossed the match into the tray, smoked with evident pleasure, :flicked his 
ashes casually in the tray as he talked and finally extinguished his 
cigarette by crushing the tip against the bottom of the tray and shoving it 
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back and forth through the ashes, remarking with a smile, "Now, I can 
feel satisfied about it." 

Following this the patient was thanked for his services and dismissed 
with the understanding that the experiment had been concluded. 

Three days later the patient returned to the author's office in a 
. jubilant frame of mind, declaring excitedly, "I can do it." When asked to 
explain what he meant he stated that on the previous evening he had 
been in the company of a girl who had responded warmly to his advances. 
As usual, upon kissing her, he had experienced an ejaculation but, instead 
of reacting with his customary sense of shame and depression, his erotic 
desire had increased, there had been no loss of his erection, and he had 
been able to consummate the sexual act, prolonging his pleasure greatly 
and repeating the act during the night. He was permitted to tell about 
this experience in detail after which he began to question the author as to 
the origin and validity of his 'cure'. Non-committal replies were made, 
and he was reminded that in the past he had succeeded after a prelimi
nary ejaculation. He protested that no comparison could be drawn 
between past successes and that of the previous evening which had given 
him his first sense of genuine sexual satisfaction. Also his whole psychic 
attitude and react:lon had been entirely new, since he had not experienced 
any of his customary feelings of fear, shame and inferiority, but on the 
contrary he had felt confident, secure and free. Nevertheless, the 
author's disbelieving manner caused him to leave the office in a dis
couraged, doubtful frame of mind. 

Several days later he returned, again jubilant, declaring, "You're 
wrong, doctor, I am cured." His story very briefly was that, after 
leaving the office, he had been much depressed by the author's doubts 
and for two days he had continued in a wretched frame of mind. Finally, 
in order to know the truth, he had secured a girl and had spent the night 
with her in his apartment. He had begun his love-making cautiously, 
and as his partner responded, he had become increasingly ardent. Since 
no untoward event had occurred, he had lost all doubts and had pro
ceeded to the overt sexual act. During the act, a neurotic fear had 
developed that he might be unable to have an ejaculation, but this f~ar 
had been promptly dispelled by an orgasm. After a rest he had repeated 
his performance satisfactorily. The next night he had obtained another 
girl and had confirmed his 'cure'. (Subsequent investigation into the 
truth of the patient's story confirmed his report.) 

At the close of this acconnt, the patierJ-t was asked what explanation 
of the change in him l{e could offer. He declared that he had no explana-



! :! 

j 
I 
I 
I I. 

.'1 

1 

i 

44 An Experimental Neurosis Hypnotically Induced 

tion, that apparently he had spontaneously resolved his conflicts, and 
that he was satisfied to let things remain as they were. The author 
suggested that he sit quietly and think hard, letting his mind wander at 
will, and as he did so, to recall all the various emotions he had so often 
experienced in conjunction with his precocious ejaculations. After a few 
moments he flushed, moved uneasily, then soon in a low monotonous 
tone of voice said," I see it now-I put my cigarette in the ash-tray anrl it 
broke-spoiled everything-! felt terrible-just the same way-I see it 
now-I was afraid to use the ash-tray-I'd try to-I'd pat the ashes to be 
sure there were no sparks-I'd use my trousers." An expression of 
amusement and understanding appeared on his face. "But I showed you 
I could do it. Remember? First, I showed you how I acted when I was 
afraid and then I showed you when I wasn't afraid. Remember how I put 
it out by rubbing it around?" He paused, his reminiscent manner 
disappeared, and in a puzzled tone of voice, "Say, that was that complex 
you suggested to me-say, that explains a hell of a lot to me-l see 
through a lot of things now-now I know what I meant when I said I 
could be satisfied." As an amused afterthought be added, "No wonder 
my feelings were so awful." 

An attempt was made to secure an elaboration of these utterances 
and to elicit. an explanation of his apparent identification of the emotions 
of his neurosis with those aroused by the fabricated story, but he became 
so ill at ease and appeared to. develop such repressive mechanisms against 
further conscious insight that it was considered unwise to press questions. 
The only information obtained was the inadequate statement that "the 
emotions were just the same", for his ejaculatio praecox and the situation 
of the suggested conflict. 

Several months later the patient was asked to read and check the 
accuracy of this account of his problem. When he reached the paragraph 
containing his 'explanation' he put the page aside, saying, "Do you 
know, doctor, I can't remember what my explanation was. Let me 
think." Within a few moments he repeated in toto the scene described 
above, uttering almost exactly the same words. As he concluded he 
picked up the page, read it eagerly, exclaiming repeatedly, "That's it, 
that's it." Again he seemed 1mwilling or unable to elaborate further, 
protesting that he bad explained the whole matter previously on the 
basis of the similarity of emotions. 

More than a year has elapsed since this experimental procedure. 
During the first few months the patient indulged freely in sex relations 
whenever the opportunity offered, with no recurrence of his symptom. 
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Then, after a period of abstinence, he again developed precocious 
ejaculation, but without the previous emotional concomitants and with
out loss of his erection, and in each instance he was able to consummate 
the sexual act satisfactorily. During the last few months he has dis
covered that a mere recollection of the experimental procedure will 
suffice to inhibit a precocious ejaculation, and he is able to function 
normally. He does not feel handicapped in any way and is well satisfied 
with his sexual life, and he has not developed any other neurotic symptoms. 

DISCUSSION. 

Careful examination of the above report discloses a wealth of complex . 
psychodynamic manifestations which appear to have been elicited as 
stimulus-response reactions. From these, a number of inferences may be 
drawn which invite discussion. 

Concerning the ultimate soundness of the therapeutic result, there 
may be legitimate doubt, since the origin of the neurosis and its purposes 
and function for the personality are not known. However, the fact that 
the patient can function normally now and can obtain personal satis
factions hitherto impossible, indicates definite and significant changes in 
his personality reactions of clinical validity. Further, the results suggest 
tliat the psycho-analytic theory of pre-genital fixation in ejaculatio 
praecox, developed by Abraham,! may not he applicable to every case, 
since, in this instance, it is difficult to comprehend how the experimental 
measures utilized could have bridged such a gap in libido development. 

Another question concerns the possibility that the previous hypnotic 
experimentation, by developing suggestibility, capacity for dissociation, 
and responsiveness to direct or implied suggestions, might have in
fluenced his neurosis by giving him special insights or new methods of 
expression. During that time, however, no improvement from his 
neurosis occurred. For the same reason, the hypothesis may be excluded 
that the author's role as combined hypnotist and promised therapist was 
unconsciously formulated by the patient as one of an authority-surrogate 
and permissive agent upon whom he could place the responsibility for 
successful coitus. Further, it may be contended that the mere induction 
of a strongly emotional state in the hypnotic trance might have con
stituted a sufficiently vital experience to occasion a reorganization of the 
psychic economy with a consequent alteration of the neurotic structure. 

1 Abraham, K., "Ejaculatio praecox", Selected Pa.per8, trans. by Woolf, L. and V., 
London, Hogarth Press, 1927, chap. xiii, pp. 280-98. 
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This is negated by the fact that, in the previous work, he had been sub
jected to procedures similar to the one used in this investigation which 
were equally strongly tinged emotionally though in a different regard. 
None of these experiences appeared to have had any role other than that 
that of teaching him how to accept suggestions and how to mobilize his 
affective responses. 

An important consideration is the patient's demonstration of the 
phenomenon of interpolating into a communication one's own feelings, 
ideas, and experiences. Given a factually baseless communication, he 
incorporated it into his mental life, reacted appropriately to it emotion
ally, and apparently transformed it into a vital part of his psychic life. 
But in doing so, he interpolated into it other and past experiences,·ideas 
and affects of other origin, formulating the admixture into a new emo
tional constellation of greater inclusiveness and significance, to which he 
reacted in a new fashion, as judged by his subsequent behaviour and 
explanations. The means by which he achieved this elaboration appears 
to have been his \unconscious response to the equating of the various 
emotions which were centred around a single object and which were 
aroused simultaneously by the intentionally devised reiationships, 
connotations and symbolizations contained in the story of the complex. 
His vague desire to possess the girl and at the same time to please her, 
and his desire to smoke and at the same time to give her something which 
would eventuate in his own satisfaction were integral parts of his general 
emotional state in relation to the girl. Similarly, his admiration for the 
ash-tray constituted part of his admiration for her, and the expression of 
a part of his emotional reactions served as a vicarious expression of the 
other part. This composite nature of his affective reactions formed an 
emotional background against which one object could be substituted for 
another to evoke one or another aspect of a common emotion. Accord
ingly, the cigarette could acquire thereby the cathexis of the penis and 
the ash-tray that of the vagina with a symbolic representation of the one 
by the other. That such symbolic values did obtain is indicated by the 
concluding part of the experiment in which the patient appeared to 
develop some form of conscious insight. His fragmentary remarks 
signify an intermingling ot ideas and affects, an equation of the emotions 
from one source with those of another, and an identification emotionally 
of the suggested conflict with that of his neurosis. It is indicated further 
by the record of his speech and behaviour during the time that he had the 
complex, and by his post-hypnotic discussion, all of which suggests 
strongly that deep affects not appropriate to the story of the complex 
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were stimulated. Particularly interesting are his nai:ve descriptions of 
deep emotions, and the physiological concomitants of strong feeling 
states which he manifested in the first trance state of this experiment, 
namely, profuse perspiration, deep sighing, and strained behaviour. 

In this same regard arises the question of whether or not deep affects 
are amorphous in character and are dependent upon stimulation for 
definition and for direction into channels of expression. The patient's 
extreme emotional response to the content of the artificial complex 
suggests, figuratively speaking, the attachment of an amorphous mass of 
affect to the relatively simple ideas it contained with a consequent dis
ruption of the personality reactions. 

A final question for discussion is the rationale of the patient's ex
planation of his recovery in terms of the suggested complex. A plausible 
inference seems to be that, having verbalized the emotions of his neurosis 
in tenps of the trance events during the experimental situation, he had 
been conditioned to that method of response. Hence, when asked to 
recall those same emotions and to explain his recovery, he did so in 
accordance with the established pattern. But as he did so, a new psychic 
factor, specifically, the mental perspective derived from his successful 
experiences, gave his utterances a new significance for him, enabling him 
to declare, "Why, that was the complex-that explains a lot of things to 
me-now, I know what I meant when I said I could be satisfied!" 

SUGGESTED PROBLEMS FOR FURTHER INVESTIGATION. 

The author is well aware that, however valid the results are in this one 
instance, no general conclusions concerning the neurosis of ejaculatio 
praecox or its therapy can be drawn from a single case subjected to a new 
experimental approach. Nor has this account been offered as a possible 
solution to such a problem. Rather, the purpose of this report is to direct 
attention to the practicability of the use of hypnotism as a possibly 
fertile tec)mique for the laboratory study of the dynamics of human 
behaviour. Any therapeutic aspects of such study are of secondary value 
until a better understanding of the processes involved is achieved. 

Although used profitably in experimental academic work, there has 
been a tendency to overlook the feasibility of hypnosis as an investi
gatory agent in the study of psychodynamic problems. This investigation 
indicates that hypnotic measures can be used in a significantly produc~ive 
fashion to elicit dynamic responses and to manipulate psychological 
processes. Although no absolute conclusions can be drawn from the 
findings above, certain inferences and hypotheses, previously discussed, 
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are warranted concerning the mental mechanisms involved, the dynamic 
relationships developed, and the methods for determining or influencing 
behaviour and affective responses. These, in turn, suggest a number of 
definite experimental problems which invite analytical study and of which 
a few most relevant to this investigation will be presented. · 

The first of these problems is the practicability of evolving a technique 
for the development of experimental neuroses in a human subject for 
laboratory study. The present investigation is not entirely satisfactory 
experimentally because . of some degree of sophistication in the subject. 
Despite this fact and the crudity of the technique employed, the results 
obtained suggest significant clinical and experimental possibilities. The 
study needs to be repeated, however, on a nai"ve subject with a simpler 
personality problem such as a specific mild phobia, and in connection with 
a thorough investigation into the genesis of the symptom for the purpose 
of elucidating the experimental results. By means .of this procedure, a 
more comprehensive appreciation of the interrelationships of conflicts 
and the influence of one complex upon another might conceivably be 
reached. 

A second problem is the possibility of studying the concept of abre
action. An improved technique similar to that used above, but controlled 
by continuous observation of the subject and by the centring of his 
behaviour around activities less heavily endowed with affective values and 
social implications, might offer a good approach to an experimental 
investigation of the nature, mechanisms, and methods of induction of 
abreactive processes. A counterpart of experimentally induced abre
action may be found in the 'living-out' of fantasies in the psycho
analytic procedure, the clinical results of which also suggest the feasibility 
of studying abreaction in a laboratory setting. 

Another investigatory aspect would be that of devising a technique 
whereby the subject could be induced to select from a communication the 
1naterial requisite to form a complex. The present experiment indicates 
that such a selection was made in this study, since the fabricated story 
symbolized also an Oedipus complex and a sister-incest situation to 
which the patient apparently did not react. Such a t echnique might 
serve materially to disclose natural complexes and to reveal personality 
trends and types. Huston et al., referred to above, found suggestive 
evidence that the hypnotic induction of complexes served to reveal 
natural complexes. Malamud and Linder1 have also made an approach to 

1 Malamud, W. and Linder, F. E., "Dreams and their relationship to recent impres
sions", Arch. Neural. Psych. Feb. 1931, xxv, 1081-99. 
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this problem from another angle by showing pictures to patients and then 
obtaining reports of their subsequent dreams. 

The patient's emotional behaviour during the experiment gives rise 
to the conjecture that a:ffective responses may be' conditioned' somewhat 
like the conditioning of neuromuscular responses. This might conceivably 
be accomplished by arousing deep affects upon which, as a direct sequence, 
a second emotional situation could be created. An illustration of this is to 
be found above in the establishment of an affectively significant hetero
sexual situation out of which arose a special emotional state. From such 
experimentation, by noting sequences, direction, methods of e1q>ression, 
and purposes served, information regarding the genesis, attachment, -
and inter-relationships of emotional reactions might possibly be 
obtained. 

An approach to some of the problems of symbolization is also sug
gested by this report. The role of similarity of affects in producing sym
bolic values may be inferred from the patient's account of his recovery. 
Experimentation designed to attach similar affective tones to dissimilar 
objects or concepts might conceivably yield information regarding the 
development of symbolic equivalents. To illustrate, the present experi
ment might be repeated by arousing the affects of the Oedipus complex, 
followed by a second emotional situation centred around a fabricated 
role of authority exercised by the subject. Verbalization of the one 
situation in terms of the other would possibly indicate the establishment 
of symbolic values. Or, if the patient's symbolization resulted from the 
connotations and the relationships of the ideas communicated to him, 
experimental procedures based on temporal contiguity and association of 
ideas might give pertinent results. 

Another problem is concerned with the question of the development of 
insight, the factors controlling its growth, its influence upon mental 
structures, and its function in the psychic economy. The patient studied 
apparently acquired insights, some complete, others partial, presumably 
as a result both of the sequences and the nature of his behaviour. The 
same technique, but with continuous observation of the subject and 
an adequate objective record of his behaviour before, during, and 
after the experiment, might serve to give an appreciation of any 
progressive manifestations ·of insight. Or, the omission of certain 
parts of the procedure, the changing of sequences in the expen
mental behaviour, or the introduction of new measures, might 
determine the relative importance of the various experimental steps. 
For example, what would have been the ultimate result in this case 
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had the patient failed to demonstrate, "how I do it now", or had 
he been informed of the experimental procedure by the author instead 
of recalling it himself~ 

SuMMARY. 

A patient seeking a therapy for a neurosis of ejaculatio praecox was 
subjected to an experimental procedure wherein an attempt was made to 
induce in him a second neurosis by means of a hypnotically implanted 
complex. This complex had been formulated to symbolize or to parallel 
his actual neurosis. In consequence of this procedure, there appeared to 
result an identification of the induced conflict w~th his original neurosis 
and a fusing of their affective reactions. After the patient had been 
forced to relive, abreact, and gain insight. into the suggested conflict, it 
was discovered that he had made a clinical recovery from his original 
neurosis and that he was still able to function normally a year later. 
A discussion is given in which possible psychological processes and 
mechanisms underlying the experimental results are elaborated, the 
ultimate soundness of the therapeutic results is questioned, and emphasis 
is placed upon the practicability of hypnosis as an experimental procedure 
in the analysis of personality disturbances. There follows a list of certain 
specific problems suggested by this study. 
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THE INVESTIGATION OF A SPECIFIC AMNESIA. 

BY MILTON H. ElUCKSON. 

(Worcester State Hospital, Massachusetts.) 

SPECIFIC amnesias are an everyday occurrence. Their study and analysis 
offer a wide field of therapeutic and theoretical interest through the 
understanding they afford of the mechanisms of repression and the means 
of removing, overcoming, or circumventing repressive forces. Psycho
analysts have written much on the subject, particularly in regard to the 
role of affect and the utilization of free-association techniques in the 
recovery of the forgotten word or name or whatever the amnesia may be. 
Recently the problem of a specific amnesia was presented to the author 
for investigation and recovery of the forgotten material. In achieving the 
desired results, use was made of the various psychological techniques of 
free association, hypnosis, automatic writing, crystal-gazing, and dream 
activity. The complexity of psychological phenomena, the successful use 
of disguise mechanisms, the apparent, though perhaps artificial sub-levels 
of consciousness, and the peculiar behaviour of the affect encountered, 
all invite speculation and give rise to problems for investigation. 

The subject in this experiment was a young girl studying for her 
doctorate in psychology. She came to the author in October, stating that 
on the previous Christmas she had presented a gift to a young man in 
whom she was much interested. The identity of this gift she had for
gotten, possibly because she had later considered it not entirely suitable. 
She refused to give any additional information, insisting that only the 
nature of the forgotten object interested her, and she suggested that the 
very scantiness of information given be considered a part of the experi
mental situation. 

For two weeks previously she had been trying unsuccessfully to recall 
the forgotten material. She was advised to continue for another week, 
which she did without success, reaching the conclusion that she would 
have to write a letter of enquiry to her friend. The significance of this 
conclusion will become apparent later. Having failed in her efforts she 
now wished the author to take charge of the problem. 

Free association was the first technique employed; but her conscious 
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unwillingness to reveal anything of a personal nature rendered this means 
futile. Accordingly it was discarded in favour of hypnotism, since she 
had been trained previously for experimental hypnotic work. In the use 
of this technique the subject was hypnotized and awakened repeatedly 
throughout the course of the investigation in accordance with the needs 
of the immediate situation. All trances were of the profound, somnam
bulistic type characterized by dissociation and an apparently complete 
amnesia for trance suggestions and experiences. 

In the first trance she was asked to give free associations. She did this 
readily, producing many non-identifying associations, but she persisted 
in her waking_refusal to give additional pertinent informatio11; When 
asked in the trance state to name the gift directly she manifested strong 
emotional tension and declared that she was unable to do so, that it had 
been forgotten completely. Since apparently no progress could be made 
by this method, she was given post-hypnotic suggestions to the effect that 
when she awakened she would talk freely in generalities about the gift 
and suddenly name it. This succeeded in all but the naming of the object. 
The attempt was repeated in a second induced trance state, with the 
additional suggestion that she would interrupt her general remarks to 
declare impulsively, "It was a (name)." These instructions were obeyed 
to the crucial point, when she became emotional, seemed surprised, and 
complained of sudden mental blankness. Questioning revealed that she 
did not even have the feeling of "something on the tip of her tongue." 

A third trance state was induced in which she was given post-hypnotic 
suggestions to perform automatic writing upon awakening. In her writing 
she was to give various descriptive details and finally the identity of the 
gift. Meanwhile, she was to engage the author in an animated conversation 
as a means of absorbing her attention away from her writing. However, 
nothing definitely descriptive was written, and when it came to the point 
of writing the name of the gift her hand moved more and more slow! y while 
she twisted and squirmed on the chair, complained of feeling tired, and 
protested about the hopelessness of the experiment. When the probable 
nature of the complaints and protests was mentioned, she showed good 
insight but declared herself to be unable to control her emotions. She was 
shown her automatic writing, of which she had been unaware. She ex
hibited surprise, then eagerness expressed in the enquiry, "Did I write 
the name?", and finally disappointment when she noted her failure. The 
procedure was repeated, using more forceful suggestions, but with no 
better results. 

A slight variation was made in the technique. Post-hypnotic sug-
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gestions were given to the subject to write automatically and in mixed 
order the letters contained in the name of the object. An excessive 
number of consonants was obtained. The procedure was repeated, with 
instructions to write automatically the letters of the alphabet, underlining 
those which were significant. As before, an excess of consonants resulted. 
In both attempts marked affective disturbance was noted, but the parti
cular letters could not be determined. When shown her production the 
subject exhibited, as before, surprise, eagerness, and disappointment. 

These failures indicated a need for a still further change of technique. 
While in a state of profound hypnotic sleep the subject was given the 
suggestion that she could reveal indirectly the information desired with 
neither' conscious' nor' sub-conscious' realization of what she was doing. 
To this end she was instructed to continue in a state of deep hypnosis, 
thereby 'dissociating' her 'conscious mind' and leaving it in a state of 
quiescence. At the same time by means of her 'sub-conscious' mind she 
was to engage the author in an animated conversation. Thus, with both 
' conscious' and 'sub-conscious' minds engaged, a "third level ofcon
sciousness" in response to hypnotic suggestion would "emerge from the 
depths of her mind" and would express itself by guiding her hand in 
automatic writing, of which she would be aware neither consciously nor 
sub-consciously1. On the first trial, in accordance with this instruction, 
she wrote vaguely descriptive material concerning the gift. Further 
suggestion was given to the effect that the "third level of consciousness" 
could now write the significant information, but in such disguised fashion 
that its true meaning would not be apparent. The sentence illustrated in 
Fig. 1 was obtained. As she wrote the word 'box' she became emotionally 

Fig. l. 

disturbed and complained of feeling tired, uncomfortable, and 'funny,' 
· but this behaviour disappeared as she completed the sentence. She was 
shown the sentence in both the trance and waking states, but denied 
seeing any pertinent meaning in it and declared that it was not her hand
writing, substantiating her contention by writing the same sentence in her 
normal waking state, as illustrated in Fig. 2. Another ti;ance was induced 
and the same instructions were given to her with the addition that the 

1 The n.nthor nssnmes no I"esponsibilit.y for the vn.lidity of these concepts and t;he 
trn.ncc stn.t.c of the snbjc•ct probn.bly >tcconnts for her acccpt>tncc of them, bnt n.t n.ll 
evonts tlwy served tho pnrj)OSC. 
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word' box' would influence her hand to write the exact identity of the gift, 
but in such guise as to lead both herself and the author astray. Obeying 
these instructions while conversing vivaciously in a deep trance state, 
her hand automatically wrote in a hesitant fashion the sentence illustrated 
in Fig. 3. As she wrote the second, third, and fourth words she exhibited 
much emotion, sighed, flushed, squirmed, and complained of feeling 
'funny.' She also expressed a scepticism toward whatever the author was 
trying to do, declaring that he must be trying to make her do something
what it was she did not know, but she did know that she could not do it1

. 

When shown what she had written, she read it listlessly, declaring that 
it had no meaning for her and insisting that it was not her handwriting. 
Awakened, she likewise disowned the writing but she read the sentence 

Fig. 2. 

Fig. 3. 

with great interest and recalled for the first time that she had contem
plated giving a cigarette case but had changed her mind. All associations 
became blocked at this point and she was insistent that the experiment 
be discontinued as hopeless. However, her insight into thew hole situation 
soon rendered her attitude more favourable. 

Because of the subject's affective state, another change in technique 
was made by asking her to attempt crystal-gazing. In the crystal she saw 
herself walking down the street, entering a jewellery store in which she 
inspected cigarette cases, and then continuing down the street and en
tering a department store, whereupon she immediately lost sight of herself 
in the crowd. She saw herself next leaving the store with a small package 
under her arm which she took to her room and placed in a bureau drawer. 
In response to further suggestions she watched herself prepare the gift 
for mailing, but each time that she was about to catch sight of the gift, 
her crystal image would turn in such fashion as to occlude her line of 

1 The" subject n,ppen.red to haven. rn.thcr limited understanding of the whole situation 
when in the trance state. , . 
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VISIOn. All suggestions to the contrary were without effect other than that 
she was able to give the rough dimensions of tl1e article, which had not 
been possible previously. Further variations of the crystal-gazing were 
without results. Finally she was re-hypnotized deeply and given post
hypnotic suggestions to the effect that she would dream that night about 
the gift but would not verbally identify it in her dream. The next 
morning, however, she could recall the dream and in so doing would recall 
the name of the gift. 

Early the next day, with a complete amnesia for the post-hypnotic 
suggestions, she related that she had awakened during the night in the 
midst of a dream about the forgotten article. She bad recounted this 
dream to herself on the possibility that the author might be interested. 
In the morning, however, she recalled dremning but not the dream content. 
Instead she suddenly recalled having a letter in her strong box thanking 
her for the present, and she felt herself forcibly impelled to read the letter. 
She did this, and discovered that the object was a box of paints. She was 
shown the automatic writing illustrated above, and she exclaimed, "How 
different it looks now!" 

The discovery of the identity of the gift did not end the problem, but 
gave rise to new and interesting aspects. A week later the subject com
plained that she was unable to recall her dream and that she felt a strong 
desire to know what it was. She asked that hypnosis be utilized in the 
securing of this second lost memory. Much the same procedure was 
followed in this regard as had been used in attempting to recover the 
nature of the gift. All attempts, however, were failures until she was 
given suggestions disorienting her temporally. When these suggestions had 
been accepted she was told that it was the night of the dream and that 
she was actually in the midst of her dream. As she re-lived tlie dream, 
she was instructed to give an account of it to the author, and thus a 
verbatim report was obtained. The dream was: "There was a group of 
people in a place. It takes place in a hospital-hospital people. I'm 
telling them about the procedure, telling them about the results, telling 
them we got the name of the gift, but I don't tell them what the gift was." 
She was awakened with instructions to remember the dream. This she 
did, and expressed her pleasure, until suddenly she declared in great 
surprise, "I've forgotten the name of the gift now." She was urged to try 
to recall the gift, but after much effort and numerous attempts at free 
association she failed. She repeated the dream content in an effort to 
re-awaken her associations, but even this failed. A trance state was 
induced and she was told to recall the name of the gift after awakening. 
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148 The Investigation of a Specific Amnesia 

When aroused from the trance she promptly declared, "Why, I remember 
it now. It's a box of paints." After a general conversation she was 
casually questioned about her dream content, and to her profound 
amazement she discovered that again she had forgotten the dream com
pletely. Repeated investigations disclosed that she could not keep the 
identity of the gift and the dream content in her mind simultaneously. 
Finally, in the waking state, in which she could recall the name of the 
gift, she was casually informed of the dream content. Following this she 
was able to remember both. 

Four days later she complained to the author that she had been 
trying daily to write a letter to her friend in accordance with her regular 
custom, but that she could not do so. She had forced herself repeatedly 
to sit at her desk and begin the letter, but found herself unable to write 
more than a line or two before her thought processes became blocked and 
she felt emotionally disturbed and compelled to do something else. She 
was given the plausible explanation that the affect originally causing the 
repression had not been dissipated but had subsequently attached itself 
to the dream content, later to the identity of the gift, and finally, when 
both of these repressions had been circumvented, the affect had attached 
itself to the idea of a letter to her friend. After listening to this explana
tion the subject declared, "I understand it now. Now I can write my 
letter." 

Contact was maintained with the subject following this experience, 
but no unusual occurrence came either to her or the author's attention. 

Because of the clinical interest aroused, attention may be called here 
to a consideration of the automatic writing. The word' box' was markedly 
displaced in the first sentence, which is suggestive of some unrecognized 
purpose. A similar displacement of the significant words in the second 
sentence enhances the possibility that this measure is a purposeful 
though unconscious means of self-betrayal. This conclusion is substan
tiated further by noting the relatively smaller size of the letters 'e' and 
'd' in the word' painted.' The scrawling of the word' cigarette' appears 
superficially to be a clever method of distracting attention, but the 
account of the motivation suggests a deep and significant symbolism for 
it as well as for the other two words. 

The peculiar behaviour of the affect at the termination of the experi
ment resulting in the alternate repression of the identity of the gift and 
of the dream content, with subsequent attachment to the related concept 
of the letter, suggests a strong conflict and an unwillingness or an 
unreadiness to accept the symbolic significance of the ideas concerned. 
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Not until after the above report had been drafted into its final form 
for publication and submitted to the experimental subject for criticism 
was it possible to secure an account of the motivations for her repression. 
Fortunately she had kept a daily journal of her thoughts during the entire 
time of the amnesia, and from this and her elaborations of this journal 
the motivations were obtained. Minor and incidental points as well as 
elaborations of the symbolism are omitted for personal reasons. 

For five years the subject, 8., had been in love with M., a man be
longing to another race and culture, artistic in nature and extremely 
idealistic, puritanical, and conventional in attitude. She had planned to 
marry him at the expiration of another year. Her own philosopl1y of life 
at the time was very similar to his. In the month of September preceding 
the amnesia she met C., a man of her own race and culture and whose 
personal philosophy was the antithesis of M. 's. A warm friendship rapidly 
developed between S. and C., with the consequence that she felt strongly 
inclined to relinquish her former teachings and ideals and to accept C.'s 
broader and freer ideals of life. Yet to do so would be essentially a 
negation of what she had considered to be the finer principles of personal 
life and a destruction of her worthiness in the eyes of M., whom she loved. 
As she considered this problem she realized that any independence for 
herself could evolve only from a deliberate choice on her part between 
these opposing personal philosophies. Yet she dared not choose C., 
although critical thinking suggested such a choice, because to do so 
would be to overthrow the conventional and idealistic precepts of her 
past teaching. To choose M. would mean the hampering of her intellectual 
and emotional nature. She hoped that something would happen which 
would force her to recognize her fundamental inclinations, because she 
knew that she lacked the courage to face the decision deliberately. It 
was then that the amnesia developed as one of the indications of her 
conflict. At first she considered the amnesia inconsequential, but soon 
she began to feel that it symbolized her choice and she felt a compulsive 
need of discovering the nature of this amnesia in order to know its 
meaning, and yet she feared to know its meaning. Upon the recovery of 
the memory she immediately understood the rationale for the selection 
of the forgotten object. In purchasing the Christmas gift she had first 
inspected cigarette cases, thereby establishing an associative value. 
C. possessed a beautiful antique pa.inted box which he used as a cigarette 
container. The one man, artistic and idealistic, was easily symbolized 
by the box of paints, while the other man possessed a painted box of 
practical personal use. With the recovery of the forgotten identity s.he 
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sensed its import but dared not recognize it. To rob it of its meaning a 
second problem had to be created, namely, the amnesia of the dream. 
When this problem was solved she still had the fundamental question to 
face, but could not do it, and so a second amnesia of the gift occurred. 
When finally forced to remember both the dream and the gift she realized 
that she had made her choice and sat down to write a letter toM., thereby 
formulating her ideas and definitely committing herself. However, she 
could not do this until, with the aid of the author, she forced herself to 
recognize the affective features of the whole situation. 

In summary, the problem in._;.estigated was an attempt to recover the 
content of a specific amnesia of the identity of a Christmas gift without 
the aid of supplementary information. Techniques of free association 
alone, free association and direct questioning in hypnosis, automatic 
writing, and crystal-gazing were tried without success. Finally, by means 
of a specious argument concerning the existence of a third level of 
consciousness and the permission to use disguise mechanisms, the for
gotten material was actually obtained, but in such guise that its true 
significance was not recognized. Then by means of dream activity a 
situation was created whereby the subject, without assuming the re
sponsibility, could circumvent the repression. Following this a conflict 
state developed, characterized by the alternate repression of two ideas, 
and ultimately resolved by the attachment of the affect to a related 
subject, from which it was eventually dispelled. The motivation of the 
amnesia was not learned until months later, when the subject disclosed 
its origin to lie in an emotional conflict concerning two men. 
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.. ;r· COLGATE UNIVE \ ' 
HAMILTON, N. 0~ 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Bureau of Federal Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington,· D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

April 20, 193'7 

I wish to thank you for your last communication. Needless to say, 
I very much appreciate the .attitude of the Bureau in this work. 
Should I be in Washington during the sunnner, I shall certainly avail 
myself of·the opportunity to talk matters over. 

\'() 
· I find myself getting more and more of a. research interest in the 

problem, and I am hoping that in the course of the summer I will be 
able to obtain reactions from various authorities in the country ... 
concerning what appears to me to be the crux of the situation: 
(a) the development of the disguised technique; (b) some test which 
will indicate a good subject. 

~-~--.-~.~I also hop-e to have: .the opportmii ty of seeing such work 
ceeding at Illinois on this magnetic field arrangement. 
that I don't know very much about it but hope to obtain 
mat ion. 

as is pro
I must say 

such infor-

I wish you would note the two reprints, which seem to me interesting 
'"kieces of work, which has just come out on hypnotism. The~ <ll'e: 

.. ~~P6\;!!i~! ~w~t~~~~H\:~si~;:~~~"1;fasffi!i9,Sil~)1Y ArtQYr, \J:<>nnes s 

,~LECTROGARQ:r~Q.Q:~AMS DURING SLEEP AND HYPNOSIS by Jenness and Wible --....... -•· -~ ......... ~ .... ·-· .,.. ""' ··~··· •... .,..,... ...... ... ""' ..... ·-,.-... .. __,,..-.-. 

I will be seeing Jenness, I hope, sometime during the summer. He is 
a very able man on research. 

Do please give my very sincerest regards to Mr. Nathan, Mr. Coffey; 
Mr. Tamn, and the various other folks in Washington. 

Most cordially yours 

w 



COLGATE UNIVE 

Mr. Nathan •• 

l'tlr. Tel&on ..•••• 

HAMILTON, N . Y. 

\;'{}'/ 
PLACEMENT BUREAU April 26, 193 

Mr. J. Edgar . Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.c. 

Hr. Glavin . .•.••. 

Mr. H:u·bo -----

Mr. ,Jooe·ph ..•••• 

l ·1r. r ... ~ s&e.r --: --~

llil::c. Ni.;,hole •.••• 

· r.sr. Qllf ..... .. . 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I wish to thank you very much for the two latest pamphlets 
you have sent me; namely, PROBLEMS IN'MODERN LAW ENFORCEMENT, and 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE PUBLISHER. It seems to me that these are 
very excellent articles. I have glanced through them, but I am 
going to digest them at leisure just as soon as this very hectic 
college year is finished. 

Perh~ps, I have the situation sized up wrong, but, in my opinion, 
the most important piece of research yet to te done on this matter 
of hypnotism now centers up around the problem of some sort of 
disguised test for the determining of susceptibility. I am convinced 
that this is quite practical and simply needs a little hard work. 
It --just happens that- i-t--fall-s - into a prob-lem which··-iriterests me-, -- so· -~ 
that I am hoping to get some · real ideas along these lines before the 
summer is over. At any rate, in the course of my wanderings, which 
may include Washington, I should meet some people who can help me. 

Do please give my very best regards to my friends in the Bureau. 

Most cordially yours 

··~d-~~. 
0 __ 0 

w G. a~ ~stabrooks 

1 
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.eau of -~~""~'o:.:-tt 

linit.eb itat.es il.epartm.ent of 

Jmtas}Ji~gton, :m. <!!. 

May 7, 19.37 

. MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 

Please note Mr. Coffey's memorandum of May 17th, 
which is attached, setting forth the results of his 
conference with Dr. D. J ~Vstout, in accordance with 
your instructions. · f\ 

No further research or experimentation is being 
made intraYPnotic practices and none will be made 
pending thorization. 

' . 

· . Very truly yours, 

~ECORDED 

~ /7::(, ~"'!"'"''- ~.'-:' . . .:: ,. ___ .. !: 
~ .. z- ::-.: ..... ~-· __ ,.. _,.. __ ': 

! i£ ~:~:,:.::::~ 'i 
fl '" r r,~:r. ~~ ":~:;<, ..... ··- ; 

f, r."'"~- G~--:~'1~~--------- ---- j;J 

h l~= '--·'" 7,~. ___ . ___ n 

' ~--.... ._.__......-LJ 
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., .JOH~OGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 

EPO:ON 

• • 
B!'.eb.eral tsureuu of lluuestigutiou 

11tuiteb ~lutes i!lepurtmetd of iJustir.e 

Btasf1iugtnu~ i!l. «. 
lllay 7, 1937. 

~RANDUM. FOR MR. 

Re: Oo~rence with Dr. D. J. Stout 
on<ilypnotism. 

Acting on your instruCtions I had a conference with Dr. D. J. 
Stout, seeking his views as to whether the experimental or actual 
practice of bypnotism_on subjects would have any detrimental effect on 
those subjects or would have anr danger whatsoever to. the Bureau. In 
substance, Dr. Stout's opinion was that no such detrimental effects would 
result. He stated that although he does not himself practice hypnotism, 
he believes he has gone sufficiently into the subject to be certain or 
his position t-hat neither physical nor mental injury would accrue to the 
subject. 

Dr. Stout did state that he doubted whether worth while results 
would be obtained. I outlined to him in general what has been suggested 
to the Bureau so far by both Dr. Estabrooks and Dr. Erickson and he was ot. 
the opinion that it would be interesting. to find out how far these men 
could go and receive instruction from them, but he nevertheless reserved 
his opinion that in the end nothing much would come o£ it. He stated that 
this opinion of his was based on the presently accepted tenet of hypnotism 
that a person under hypnotism will not furnish information or commit acta 
injurious to himself or opposed to his moral or ethical code. 

While on the subject of possible danger to subjects I wish to 
add as my comment that I noticed a positive statement in a publication by 
Erickson to the effect that no ill effect can befall the subject during 
hypnotism. 



JO):tN EOGAR HOOVER 
·' ,. ~'!. ... DIRECTOR . 
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Mr. NathBD --- ------

Mr. Tol80Jl ..•••.••••• 

Mr. BaashmaD ------
? .• 

HN:CSH 

IJl'eberal faureau of Jlnuestigntion 

lltniteil itntes iaepnrtment .of Yustire 

Rlnsf1ingJ.on, m. or. 

April 21, 19.37 -

Mr. Clegg------ ------

Mr. Cofl'e,. --- -- - ----

Mr. Dawsey ••••••••• 

1\fr. El{aJI . .......... .. 

. Mr. Foxworth ••••••. 

lltr. Glavin . . ••••••••• 

Mr. Barbo . .•••.•••• . 

Hr. Joseph ..••••... . 

Mr. Leeter . •••••• ·"·· 

Mr. Nichola .•••••••• 
Mr. Quhm ___________ _ 

Mr. SchUeler ....... .. MFMORANDUM FUR THE DIRECTOR i5" 
"2... '31'~? 9, :: ::.~::::~::::: 

/.tC (p Mias GaD~ •••••••••• 

0 With regard to the attached correspondence with ------------ ------------
Dr. G. H. Estabrooks, and supplementing conversation with Mr. Tolsc n;·--------------------
it-will be noted £nat, in response to a specific inquiry, Dr. Esta-
brooks states as follows: · 

· 11With reference to the possible dangers arising from the use of 
hypnotism, I .do not think there is any doubt that bad effects may 
result from hypnotism if it is improperly used. On the other hand, 
I think that the consensus of opinion in the entire field would be 
that results should only be beneficial when it is employed in the 
hands of an expert." 

I do not place a great deal of credence in the ·above. 
I believe that Estabrooks is endeavoring to place himself-in the fore
front, to ' the exclusion of any Bureau representatives who ·may soon 
learn as much as he knows. However, in view of your instructions, no 
experimentation will ·be made upon Bureau personnel or employees. I 
woUld recommend, however, that hypnotic technique be studied and 
developed in connection with the use of the lie detector on subjects 
under Bureauo investigation in Washington, Phila<ielphia, New York or 
nearby field offices. An endeavor has been made to secure the coopera
tion of the field offices in furnishing these subjects in recent months 
with very little success. · 

'RECORDED 
H. 
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June 14, 1917. 

Dr. G. H. Estabrooks. 
Pl.aeement Bureau. 
Colgate University 1 
Hamil ton, New York. 

Dear Dr. Estabrooks: 

Your letter of June B, 1937,. has been _ 
reeei ved, and I am pleased indeed to know tha.t 
you found the copy- of my recent address to be 
of interest .. 

It liaS thoughtful of you to write as you 
did,· &l!l.d I appreciate greatly your CIJI!mendation 
of· the efforts being mde b;r the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation in connectiOl'l with the exist~ 
crime $1 tua tion. 

.. . 

Please be assured that your nam Will remain 
on Olll" mailing list $a tl'at you will receive such 
literature as it may~ released .. 

Sincerely yours, 

- ~. -

~ . · .. ' 
=~·.--.- - ~·--.o ,-, ·· ··.-~'t! 

f H e. tbJ;ha:.. .......... /1 
.• . 5. ,. t 2.1·. 1'•·1[;():, ...... . .... J1 

H Illr .. CGu~!L~ ----·· : 

i t.!I. Cb::G .... . .... .. . ~ ,, 
1\lt. C<>f!= ...... . .. .. !' 

~ l h . DGWIU)lr .. ..... .. (i 
~ Ulr. Eeru. . .. ... . .. . ... ~ ,. . .. 
~ lUr~ !"o:.nvona -· --- - -· !: 
k " • ~ ~ Dlr. Gl:n-= ......... .. ;

1 
r. au .. E.s::Jrbo . __ !J ~ . :. iWiiiiW 

f ~:: :::.:: :: ::::~~Mt(l~I;A;I~N! ~CTIOH 
r. ;I '· 
~ r,7=. Nl.oJ...,.)L ...... . :: 

~ -h Q <Un ...... ..... .. ij JUN 1 4 193l 
n.rr .. Sc:.Ll:lL..r ·---- -- - ·. · 

~ ; 
f. i!lr. T'"·-= .. ..... .. . _l F. M. 

~ ;:rr. Tt·.'-"J'... .. . . .. 1 £RAL i!UII£AII OF IHVESfiGAriON, 
. 1 t lUi~~> C=d.r _ l'AJITMENT Of JU3f!Gf 

!J ' ;; ------ ----------- ···-·· 
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PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

COLGATE UNIVERSITY 
HAMILTON, N.Y. 

t ' . ~ .. ,, 
' ... ; ··-

June 8, .·1937 

T:1r. H~~·bo ~ ...... - .... 

1 
l',l:r. Jcr;eph 

~ !;&. Lostcr ............ . 

I f.ir. Nlc:hols. 

T.:!r. ~-tinu ....•..•. 

\ 1 I again wish to thank you for another of those very 
1 .reprints of yotir addresses. 

t V Allow me to congratulate you on the perfectly marvelous piece of work 
'.::. which the Federal Bureau of Investigation is performing. As a former 
% British citizen I have always had the greatest admiration for Scotland 
~ Yard and have even had the opportunity of seeing through their a laboratories. It seems to me that your Bureau is probably doing more 
~ to inculcate in the average Americarr.a respect for law and order than 

any other body we have with us. Incidentally I imagine you are also 
training the potential criminal to be a little more 0ircumspect in his 
activities. . 

I think one of the most hopeful signs we have is the rather intense 
--des-ire of certain cities and. othe-r organizations. to, as one of my . 
friends puts it, to out-G G-men. The motive may not be the very best 
but results should at least have some effect upon the crime situation. 

I was noticing a remark by Chancellor~hase of New Y~r~ University 
the other night in an article of his cut down for th:~EAD~B...!.{:;....J:?J:Q-~~T. 
He commented upon the growth of classes in scientific crime detection 
in our various institutions of higher education. I think a great deal 
more can be done along these lines than is generally supposed and 
would look forward to the opportunity of doing a real thorough 'Job with 
such a proposition were I in a position of handling a curriculum of 
my own. 

It has been a real pleasure to work with your Bureau. I think the 
• ., .t-1! II o·w .. ~ particular line of lnterest which I ~ and which attracted your 

attention has more or less boiled down to a pretty restricted problem 
concerning which I hope to do some research work this summer. After 
all, the whole thing is pretty much off-side from the common-sense 
po'int of view and I realize must be handled rather carefully. Never
theless, I do hope that I will be aple to clear up~~ne or two really 
knottry problems which still exist in this particular field. 

Do please keep me on your mailing list and remember that my interest 

still very muchi<::::d~ ~ 3 9£ _- ! . ally yours 

fa/ I 
.1_ ";..,7 & f~OERAl 8U ~f ~-:- . - j..;;f-......e,.-;-;" ,t.... ·. rr· p.) :I .. -ul ,:-1-.· 1 -

~ w ;J1 ;'ETZXlJJP ..• I .i.J~vc!i':.i'1H9Est~brooks 
t J{l·_ . . \.· . 

. ·: , .. · ~.' ,,. ty-d17"--:;:--:rr--~l:X'-A--..:.._~ 
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From: La 

Date ---'~~-r<!L:::....:. :2/~-~""""'~""-~7-- 193 
I I 

Mr. Nathan Mr. McClintock 
Mr. Appel Mr. Miller 
Mr. Baughman Mr. Parsons 
Mr. Beach Mr. Pfafman 
Mr. Blackburn Mr. Pickering 
Mr. Burgess Mr. Renne berger 
Mr. H. M. Clegg Mr. Schilder 
Mr. Clark Mr. Q. Tamm 
Mr. Conrad ~e'rk 
Mr. Dingle l 1les 
Mr. Donaldson __ Labor a tory 
Mr. Engert __ Stenographer 
Mr. Lovett ·I __ Messenger 
Mr . Major Mail Room 
Mr. McCarthy Mr. 

See Me ____ _ 
p 

E. P .. COFFEY 
Please Handle ___ _ 
Bring File ______ .;...____;__ 
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Mr. N"th~ . ..... :.:~·~ 
Mr. T~~gon ......... , ~ 
Mr. Baughman ... .,. 

Mr.Cleg!'! ... 7 
Mr. Cofl'e:r .• , '""'" 

l\1r .. Da.WD(I~ ~·- .. ,.,.. •• 

J\lr. Eg .. n ............. . 

·Mr. J>O:rtO'O'tth, ,,,, .. 

---_ Mr. Glnvi.n ......... .. 

TRIAL BY HYPNOTISM-John Cardin, 38; convicted as a 
payroll bandit, being place(f in a state of hypnosis by Dr. A. 
Herbert Kanter (seated, center) in Ohio's penitentiary at . 
Columbus. A few minutes after the hypnotized Cardin 
reiterated . his innocence a fellow prisoner confessed thep' 
e-r.:..'\:e.- Police said. the evidence .was not· conclusi,ve. ~ 
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The Gadsden Times, 
Gadsden. Alabama •. 

June 4, 1937 •. -~ 
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Fiist hypnotic '•truth test" ever given in the Ohio State Penitentiary . 
at Columbus .was this administered above to convicted payroll ~ 

n. banclit John Cardin' , 38.. Placed under. the h_YPn?tic sp~U by Dr. A. l 
~ . Herbert Kanter, seated, center, Cardin mamtained his innocence. 
1. A few minutes later Sol Ackerman, another prisoner, admitted he 
~ committed the crim~ . for which Car(lin was sentenced. Police said 

the .evidence would not be considered as conclusive. 
·-~---· 
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~CION 
62-J9977 

Dr. G. aP Estabt,22!_~L. 
Colgate University, 
Hamilton, New York. 

· Denr D.r. Estabrooks: 

June 25, 1937. 

.. .. /l 
~)'~ 

If the SE!.l!e has not already come to your attention, 

I though. t you woW. .. ·.d··· b.·. e .. inte~r-ested in t.his photostatic copy of a .current news clipping, epictin,g ~xperizental use of 
O~ypnotism by Dr. A. Herber 'Kanter in the Ohio State 

,pcni tent!ary at l'Yoiiliil>tis. · · 

'' 

' ~,-. ,.:.-;C\ey ....•... 

' ·, r., .. :. ·-·-·· I . I 
-::""';..3..!;!--.•• ___ -

Enclosure #1060902 • 
l -

: ..... •. '.-::-.:.r::.l . ---- ........ ,, 
! ~ ~I 

1· __: :;L ~~~t:.t:":.y _ ... ..... • ... • -~ . 

' i: JUN 2 6 1937 
ii ............ - ·••• ----·- ---~ . I( 

' I !I -'I···-···-···--··-----. i ' P, ·M. 

L-=-:.-· ---~-=. --~~:t, .. f'2£~Al !Umu IJF IHV!STIGATIOII, ' 

(,_.,.V ~-~:.~~IITMUT OF JUSliC£ 

Sincerely yours, 

/ 
-' 

\ 
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JHM:DLS 
62-39979-:-56 

July 12, 19')7. 

: -; : _~. ·:~zo.J~"\;,f.·:L- ~-.- --

1• '-~- ::.~~ ~· .• . .. . • . . ....•. 

' . -' . :. __ ; .... _._,~ ..... . _.., ____ ' 

Dr. Ci,. H. Estabrooks, 
e/o lilrs. L. Estabrooks, 
147 ffnion Street, 
Saint Jolm, North Dakota. 

Dear D:r. Estabrooks: 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of June 
30, 1937, in whicla yoa so kindly advise ·roe of two books, 
npredietion of 'Hypnotic Su,eeeptibili ty from a Knowledge 
o.f _ Subjects* Attituee11 titnd "Two Type~! Hypnotic Tr~ce 
end Their Personll!.lity Correlates" by fte:blert w. White. 

_ I apprecla. te your interest ~ advitd.ng me of 
these two l>ook.s tmd your id.ndueas in &JJiestJ.m.g that a 
vi.si t wolll~ be profitable to !Dil'. Sud so~· Eloa.gl.and1 Depart
ment of :Biology, Clarke University, Worcester, Massa
chusetts • . 

With best wi¢bes and kind re!iards, 

'' 

GOMMUNICA TIOHS ~f:C TIOK 
M A 1_1... ~ !':1 

'· 
JUL 1 2 1937 

1!': ~A . 

fEOtUI illl\UU ~~ ~ ~VUli&~!IDii 
11 . ~. UEitlliililil ti lil~ll£1. · . ., ......... .,.,.__- _ .... _ 

Sincerely yours, 



I 
· ·/ • 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Dept. of Justice, 
Washing ton, D. c. 

( 

Dear Mr. Hoover:-

c/o 

June 30, 1937. 

~ '{ titles to any bi£lr~:~a~~~ ~~~~"J!~~r;h~o r~k~~~}.;~o 
in question. · Robert V~hi te~rediction of Hypnotic .• 

~ _(\ S~~~gtibility from a Knowledge of Subjects' Attitudes, 
.:'i ~ ' an~o Types· of HypnQtic Trance and- Their Pe_:rsonali ty 

- ~. 
Co J elates .•• --<' • -

J ~ I had a conf'erence w·i th Dr '/Thi te 'at 
. .1 . . ard' s Psych9log~Q_a_! _Q_l~ni_c_, __ ~4 - P~ympto~ _St-._ PQ.!lnu~~ -~.t:-·~· 

Y
. ------It ___ seenisto me that he is doing perhaps the best work 

in the country on this particular phase of the problem. 
-

""-'/ . I also had a very interesting talk vJi th 
Dr. Hudso~oag1and, De~artment of Biolbgy, Clarke_ . 
University, ·worcester, ~!lass. He is very extensively 

\ j,.nterested in biology , i s· v.rri ting considerably on 
/~AnimaJ..JIJLJ?notisllf and made one or t-vvo very interesting 

sug g estions. I think·both these men would well repay 
a visit from any of your folks who might pos s ibly be 
interested. 

Most cordially, 

Url~~iJI~. 

0 
G. H. Estabrooks. 
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...._ . ~ ~ 
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['HM:DLS / ' 

'!l:i!lOOl!J)lllD 62-39'Jf79-56 / Jtlly 23, l9Y/. 

Dr. ·G. H. E$-t&brooks, 
c/e llrs. L. Ee-tabrooks·• 
14 7 Union Sweet·• 
Saint John, ttew llr:t;mswick;, 
Cal1lada. 

Deal." Dr .. Ests.brooks: 

Receipt is acknowlfldged of your l~tter in 
whiot> yeu so kimdly ativise me· of t 11;o books, 

0
-Pre

diction ()i' .Hypaotic· Su.seeptibility troa a ~owledge 
of S.SJeets• !ttit$'lesc0 ed trTwo 'I'J:Pe>S oi' Hypnoti:c 
TraBce a.md Their Parao:m:a~ityCorrela.tesn by Robel"t 
w. White~ 

I ·appreciate you~ interest in advising .me 
of. these tiro. booka> arad rour k;~ndBees in s\!lgge.aturg 
·t.ut a vit4t would b.e profit.b;l.e to Dr. Buds® 
Roe.gb.nd, Bepartmant of' Biology, Clarke UliliVersity, 
Worce3ter, Ma.s$a.Chtt~etts. · 

Witn best wishes end kind regards~ 

Sincerely yours, 

' .. -··~,-~-·~ 

' '!''"",·. ~- ;"" ;• •. "":"' ........... ~ .. 
.. '--· .. ' ~ ... . .. ..................... ' 

' .... ,_, ...... .. ... ""'''" ~ " 

, e- / ' : ·~ ,. ~ , ... ~ .... , ........... . 
: . ·. : 

I .... .. ., ......... 

.. ... ....... ;. ... , 

·~ : ... . .,., 

.. 4'. 

"'""';. ... .. ....... . ·---
' . . --- ......... .. . _., :-: 

. - .. , !. ... . _.._. ·~~ - .... -.. ~ - · ... I 
. .• : ~ .J' ..... ......... . ., ...... ~ i 

. -'<.'-/,.co ' "- ·' :: -I 
. .• .. ../:., . . .. • ••. ·, .· ... ~I"· :. ~ 

~- : -·~- - .:..,.: :.:.-: .:.:.:::: t 
... •···.••• . · ·;ot..-:;~;...::..:::::--:::~ ~' 
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JOliN E""iJMll HOOVER • ; DIRECTOR 
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.J'tlltral rsurtau nf llnut.attgatton 
lllnitrll ~tatr.a irpartmrnt nf lu.atirr 

11llla~~iugtnu, J. Qt. 

July 12, 1937. 

Dr. G. H. Estabrooks, 
c/o Mrs. L. Estabrooks, 
147 Union Street, 
Saint John, North Dakota. 

Dear Dr. Estabrooks: 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter(of June 
30, 1937,)in which you so kindly advise me .. of two books, 
"Prediction of Hypnotic Susceptibility from a Knowledge 
of Subjects' Attitudes" and~"Two Types of Hypnotic Trance 
and Their personality Correlates" by Robert W. White. 

I appreciate your interest in advising me of 
these two books and your kindness _. in suggesting that a 
visit would be profitable' to· Dr. Hudson Hoagland, Depart- . 
ment of Biology, Clarke University, Worcester, Massa
chusetts. 

With best wishes and kind regards, 

Sincerely yours, 
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DIRECTOR , 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
-\. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF }USTICF.: 

,i ~ _ ... 

f 

{.

. s• 
- ~· I 

' 

.•. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

·. OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

Dr. G, H. Estabrook-s, 
c/o Mrs L. Estabre~ks, 
147 Union Street, 
Saint John, North Da~ 

. ~·. 
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July Z1, 19.37. 

Mr. u. Robert Pepl)er, 
Wo!'th Distributors, 
Oreanaboro1 Mort..lt Carolina. 

Dear Mr. Pepper: .. ' 

·I am in receipt of your letter of July ~l, 19.37, 
&nd in responae thereto I as transmitting to you.herewith the 
application form or this Bure&u. 

It is auggaated that you set forth the personal 
.hiatory r~ue:>ted in this form, returning the same to the Burt:au 
in otvler th~.\t it may be on file here. There au-e presentlY' :no 
vac$llc1ee in tbe Bureau• s Technical Laboratory. ::? : : .=-J 

. '· 

Inclosure #1060949 

Sincerely your~;, 

John P!dg~:r Hoover, 
Director. 

·.:,· 

.. ' .. . 
•: 

.. ~ ·, ., 

' .., 
•' 

,.~ ..... _ 
--...: ' '' J . t ·-. .. . 
~~~ <- · ; ; : . 

~· J 
'·--. ~ .,.! 
( ..... -

/'.' ·· ... . ·. ·.~·~···;··~ i~: . 
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MANUFACTURERS' AGENTS 

GREENSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA 

D S T R 

Mr. J. Edg§lr Hoover 
Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

B .U T 0 R S 

July 21, 1937 

You anq your department could never have made the unique 
progress which is profoundly appreciated by all thinking 
Americans if you were not desirous of increasing your means 
that are instrumental in coping with the everlasting pro
blems that are constantly confronting you. 

I am aware of the fact that you are pressed for time, and 
therefore I shall state my case briefly. Since 1927 this 
writer has hypnotized 1068 different persons, and has care
fully observed the reactions and behavior in general of 
per.sons in such state. I have i~tensively and extensively 
st~v.dieg a_ gpeat de_a_l_ of th_~-- p~ycho_l_<?_g~_ca~. an_sl. p~~h_J.a tri c . 
literature dealing with ;bhe problems of~ypnotlsm. Beibng·---- ···
wholeheartedly and intrinsically interested in these pro
blems, and moreover getting some unique results, such as 
breaking up different habits, I sincerely believe that 
research work in this field, which is in its infancy, could 
be put to a great advantage to your department. You are 
indubitably acquainted with the fact that a ·person never 
lies in a state of hypnosi~. This fact alone, in my opJ.nion, - Q\. 

is obviously of great importance to your department. ·!! . ~ \ 
t "' {11 

Briefly herein are sali:ent data: concerning myself: {~ 'l~ __ 

B. s., Colo1•ado State College · '\" ~: ·· 
·-Postgraduate work: REQORDED&INDEXED ;.~. 

One full year at the University of Kentucky 
A. M. in Psychology at t~e University of~~~~~+=~------~~~ 

At present I am employed as manager of the compan~.~~~~~~~~~~·~~~ 

this letterhead, but I am unhappy in this work. I I wou11:1 
welcome very much an opportunity in some way to becom\PJ 1 ~ ·~.~3 1931·-- A .· \n 

affiliated with your department, putting to some conc~'t~"'Use ...---:~ ,·:~ :; 3 ~· 1 • 
my experierrce and knowledge of the psychology of hypnoJ?.\ft.rp;,l:\ r.-lC!,J T'{rl{fJ:Jj~;t 
If your department is not interested in such res 
I shall appreciate it very much if you could ref 
organization that may be interested in a ps~choldg:~~~~-a~~--~~~-
had considerable experience with hypnotism. 



• ' """'' 

Mr. J. Edgar Roo ver 2 July 21, 193'7 

Thank you very much in advance, and beg to remain 

Truly, 

ftt.~~ - re~ 
M. Robert ~pper 

.. 'I -. . . 

' -- ---~-- --- ---- .... ~- -· - ·----- - ' · - · ------~_,...._-.....___..._ ....... ... 
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COLGATE UNIVERS 
HAMILTON, N.Y. 

• .. 
PLACEMENT BUREAU 

\ 
t 

tf 

I~ 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover . 
Department of Justice 
Bureau of Federal I~vestiga~ion r L. , .. , Washington, D.C. 

:·::n::: ::P:::• would note thel ~nclosed and send .. JI copy to th),~, i' ' . 
Naval Intelligence people. It is . froni Dr. R. W .~Jhi te at ' .. · . 
Harvard • . They seem to be doing excellent work on this problem:· .... _,_. - -~ -:.:· 
and I am hoping to put in some time on this same technique 

1
;: 1.-·c~ ;::: ___ ,.: .. : 

myself. ' .' 
RECOR . · · . . · ·· ······ l ~------
~&.~D .~~ .... ::: ...... ai.9-2.1.: :§"'<l?o t cordially yours 

.. -It~. FED~.~;.L s:·:;.,c,u CF I: : V~iH!GATION ~,£;ree-f!;. o o 'k ' ""("" . - . I 

· t/ · SEP 30 : 9~iJ P. i11l. G. H ?Estabrooks ~ 
enc • J \tv- _ ~· _. u.:n .:p~-~\T Or JiJSiiC£ · . 1 

\ ~~ -- ~ ._. .,....., .. ~- ..,~ . J.'-' J 
·~ Ol: ~ ~ ~ fiLE _ QI}\~CI 
/ _6 ~o ~ I .. ~. . 1o ,-
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, 
Harvard University . 
Psychological Clinic 
64 Plympton St. 
Cambridge, Mass. 

Dear Dr. Estabrookst 

\. J· 
-~ 

Copy 

Clinic Hours 
9-12 A.M. 

July 9; 1937 

I have just bee~ilookirig over the results or ~hevach's 
experiments in _;relation to hypnotic susceptibilfty of which we 
spoke on your r,ebent call here. As w~were able to obtain only 
nine subjects wh:'g_)J.ad.b.eep. tested for hypnosis it is, of course, 
impossible to,..,be--gre-a:t-l:y·lmpressed by oefficients of correlation, 
but the res-qlts' are so .e-nc'Ouraging that we are goihg to continue 
the investj_.g_a'tion next; 1fai1"'•'>"You remember that Shevach measured 
the duratfon .and extent' of tn-e~",involuntary rising of the arm when 

- ' ., "' a weight which it had\been SUPPQ,~ing was suddenly removed. Be-
tween hypnotic suscept':i,bJ_lity ana/the duration of rise we found 
with ouP nine subjects a.~c.~rr?;t.~_;eion and the duration of rise we 
fqund with our nine subje'c~'~,/'~·correlation of ,i.71 and with extent 
·of rise, ,i.l5. Extent and;d~rati9n--·sb.oJy a-.positive correlation 
of ,i.'48, and a composite v·~n"k ol.''(ierin·~w.~-ich both are included 
correlates with hypnotie-·<~usce;p_i'lbility-f'.'58o ' · - _ 

·v/' :{ '\\ 

It seems possible tha.t we hav~{ here a vali?-\ w~y of estimating 
hypnotic susceptibility by a t~chnique whip~ is wholly free from 
resemblances to hypnosis or suggestion. 0~ c_ourse we are 
anxious to use a grea~ many moit~~ubje~t~~'befo,.X!~~ .......... c_ongratu_late 
ourselves on having d1scovered an-w"'t.E-.~g.. •. v- I t1l.<rugh"t-- 'Q.owever, 
that you would like to be informed of eve~~these sl:rt~~r indicationso 

With best wishes, ( ( ·)) 

Strlcere'ly youy's' 

'~~~ 
signed Robert m;-White 

~\ 
~ 

;"' ~~! ._.. ~- .. ''·( :- ,~ 
" ... .._ -~ . ~ 

-_~, ~ ·,-,_·. ··-~ 

_\\'! •. .. • ~ .; • 
. -.. 
' . 
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fiypngfiJ~n 
Cond~nsed from T.HE AMERICAN SJ:>ECTATOR 

E. ]Joyd Barre~t, Ph./). 

I T rs thirty years ·since the 
_writer made his first contact · 
with hypnotism. He was 

rambling through a side-street in 
Bristol (England) when he . no
ticed an announcement Exhibi
tion of M eimerism over the 
entrance to a three-penny variety 
booth. He entered in time to see 
a "professor" in a shabby frock 
coat and shiny silk hat making 
passes before the . face of a tall . 
Negro. Presently a·. stupor came 
over the Negro: his arms sagged; 
his head sunk on his chest. The 
','professor" then ran a needle_. 
through his flesh, but the pri~k 
elicited no reaction. Next the 
hypnotist pushed ·the Negro off 
the platform. . The poor chap 
fell on his head and rolled over 
like a log. An assistant forthwith 
co_ffined him and the spectators 
moved . aro'und the coffin pinch
ing ·and punching the corpse-like 
figl) re. · 

It was in terms of such revolt
ing phenomena that hypnotism 
was introduced to the public 
mind. · · 

But though the general public 
came to look-uport hypnotism as 
a- somewhat nasty fake--and had 
recourse to hypnotists only sur
reptitiously-the most eminent 
~sychologists never lost faith in 

it. And today hypnotism is 
winning its come-back. \ Russian 
obstetricians have revive·d it for 
accoui:hements. Ev.eryw,heu I . 
psychologists-though often•. m \:\ ' 
skillfu)ly...:._haverecourse to hyp- -. i 
notism i~ ca.ses of an: nesia. 1 

\. •• -~ ' 

Psychologists mterested m bor- . . · 
derline mental states look to 
hypnotism as a possible ':'master: 

I 
I 
I ,, I 

I 

. I 
I .------:' i:;_::::::::::: .. 

-key to the mind of man." Julian 
Huxley, to take one example, at 
the recent meeting of the British 
As soda tion for the Ad vance
mc,nt of ·science, declared that 
"the hope of further human 
pr~gres~ is based on the develop-
ment of extra-sensory activities '._{ 
about which little is known." L 

Of these extra~serisory activ
ities there is none that is so 
securely founded upon indisput
able facts . as hypnotism. But 
though the facts of hypnotism are 
generally conceded. by scientists, 
the two main claims made by its 
early votaries,-namely; that hyp-

. notism is (I) a power anc-l (2) an 
eli~ir, fail to win assent. Hypno
tism is no inore a power than is a 
dream: it is no more an elixir 
than is chloroform. 

Normal hypnotism as applied 
to more or _less normal people, 
w.e find, takes the forrh of 
1 loss .of memory 

I 

.! 
l 
}; 

' 

'· I 

Original©, 1937, Th~ Am~rican ·Spectator, 683 Broadway, New York.· 
Printd by s-pec1'al- a-rrangNIU1tt. 
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HYPNOTISM 69 

drowsiness during which con- the soothing drone of the human 
sciousness persists. The drowsi- voice- are· employed while the. 
ness may deepen, in the case of suggestion that he is g'rowing 
highly suggestible subjects, into more and more drowsy is con,. 
sleep. If the sleep is light, con- veyed Jo the subject. These 
sciousness still persists~at least methods would legitimately be 
intermittently. If the sleep· is regarded as silly were i"t not that 

. deep, the consciousness becomes_ t,hey are actually effective in in
that of a sleep-walker or som- clueing hypnosis. 
nambulist. Normally everyone The length of time that it 
can: be hypnotized into drowsi- takes to produce the d~sired 
ness-granted that one consents eff~ct . varies from subject to 
and co-operates- while under subject. ,Generally it is true that 
methods so Jar discovered only a the length .,of tim'e diminishes 
co_mparatively few canbe hypnp- with eacH' -application. When 
tized into somnambulism.· the. Jj.{pnotic s(ate is pr:esent, or 

The methods of inducing hyp- appears to be present, for t~e 
nosis are var-ied. All begin by · hypnotist can rarely be sure of 
inviting the patient to be calm, this, the subject is told: '~Your 
to relax, and to make the mip.d eyes are.' dos~d·I You cantJ.ot 
as blank as possible. The sub- open tlyem !" or "You are glJ}.ed: 
ject should avoid tension and .· to you(' chair! :You'. cannot rise 
effort. Most. methods proceed . 'up!" If:'the pat.ieil.t is reallynyp
to bring about a sense of fatigue . notized he will be "conscious" of 
inthe eyes or ears and to rely on an iri~ojJity to open his eyes or 
the feelin~9.fr:Jatigue in the sub- to:rise,Hom''nis chair. · 

l. ect as a~¥tiisis for suggesting ,~.·Whit is hi ore important to our 
leaviness, numbness, forgetful- prlnJ,<'>s,~·:· than a description of . 
ness and sleepiness. One hypno- me ' of hypnotizing is the 
tist will hold' up two fingers of ana of the state itself. The 
one hand at a distance of about -·state is· characterized ·by three 

. twelve inches from the eye"s of main featu'res. Fi'fst, the 'attert
the subject at an angle calculate<;~ tion is caught and· immobilized. 
to strain the eyes. ·Another will · S~<;ondly, there is a dissociation 
bid the subject gaze str;J.ight: '<jr.pm normal thinking and feeling. 
into his· (t~e hypnotist's) ey7s .'·"T~!rd., .. there is mentalj?ertia. 
for a half mmute or more. Still .l)r. 1'-/E..Ivers ·draws,. attentiOn to 

. another may use an artifiCial 'eye· . anothenhanicteristi'c-heighten~ 
with a blue iris and medium- ed sensibility. "A hypnotized 
sized pupil. If the room be dark person," -he writes, "may become 
a green or blue light is made. to aware of and utilize indications 
shine upon the eye.· The subjec.t · -giyeif. .. by organs of sense which 
must gaze at the pupil until he ·.p~och!C'e no effect whatever upon 
sees it enlarge and <,:ontract. :his consciousness in the normal 
Bright lights, fixed or moving;. · state." · 
monotonous sounds; and lastly: · The eff~ctl1 of hypnotic sugges-

j' 

,. 

-.. 

.r--_ 
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tion are various and ·at times as
tounding. It is hard fo~ a-:hyp
notist to write soberly and dis
passionately in view of the pecu
liar experiences that are his lot. 
Indeed certain results of hypnotic 
suggestion and certain phenom
ena that have popularly been 
regarded as miracles in the past, 
(stigmata, for example, and in
stantaneous healings) are re
mar~ably similar. 

·A man hard of hearing comes 
for a treatment. I succeed in in
ducing a light hypnotic sleep. I 
tell him that he can hear well. I 
arouse him. I find that now he 
hears everything without diffi
culty. His improved condition 
endures for a number of hours. 
A· college girl who stammers 
badly comes along. For a while 
after hypnotic , ' trea~ment she 
speaks clearly and w1thout any 
nervous hesitation. A young 
man, apparently paralyzed, is 
helped into my office and slumps · 
in a chair. His story is that he 
cannot use his legs; He has 
been helpless for a year and 
more. ·I invite him to submit to 
hypnotism. He proves a good 
subject. I ~waken him and tell 
him to walk. He walks. I tell 
him to_run. He runs around the 
room. Apparently he is cured? 
Well, no! On his return to his 
accustomed environment of a 
doting mother who does every
_thing for him, his paralysis 
returns. 

For what it is worth I record 
the .following from my case-book. 
It happened at an afternoon-:
five o'clock_:_ tea in a very old 
house m a very old city. A 

group of friends were chatting of 
mahy things, and the subject of 
hypnotism was raised. I was . 
challenged and accep~ed. A girl 
offered herself as a subject. 
She had never been hypnotized 
before. 

I made her sit in a comfortable . 
armchair and -compose herself. 
The others present retired to .the 
far end of the room. They 
watched in silence with nerves a 
little on edge. 

Mrs. B.-for so I will call my 
subject~was soon calm and. re
laxed. I used a flashlight to 
fatigue her eyes and she expe
rienced the usual feeling of drow-

. siness. · A light sleep came with
in a few minutes and deepened. 
Her chin fell on her breast; her 
arms sagged; her breathing be
came troubled; the color and 
complexion of her face changed. 
Unexpectedly a kind of lethargy 
came over her but it was riot 
the kind described ih text-books, 
for as soon as I spoke to her she 
answered. Her voice was hollow 
and unnaturaL I asked for her 
ring and she gave it to me. I 
bade her get up and open and 
close the door. She did so in a 

. dull dreamy way. · 
None of these facts however 

proved anything. Were she a 
clever act'ress she could still be 
playing with us all.. I needed 
something more convincing. · I 
decided to hazard a telepathic 
test. I approached one of the 
onlookers, a close friend of Mrs. 
·B., and whispered to her, asking 
her to mention a. number, a 
color, an· animal, a shop where 
she dealt, and a few like matters. · f 

I 
; 
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HYPNOTISM. 

Then I ·returned to Mrs. B. and 
asked her to tell me the number, 
color, etc. that her friend had 
mentioned. With only one error 
she ·answered all the questions 
correctly! 

This was striking, but even 
more was the fact that obvious 
facial and bodily changes were 
passing over my subject during 
her sleep. Her friends were be
coming alarmed-! too felt that 
the experiment had gone far 
enough. I thought it time to 
awaken her. 

Mrs. B. was shivering and 
complained of being very cold 
when she opened her eyes. She 
was unnaturally pale. She said 
she could not remember any
thing . that had happened, nor 
did she know what had ·become 
of her ring. 
· This case may be of some inter
est to such as pursue researches 
in tel epa thy. Telepathy is still a 
borderline activity of the mind
its credentials are not establish
ed. But if they are ever to be 
established it will be by working 
in conjunction with hypnotism. 

One other strange effect of 
hypnotism is perhaps worthy of· 
mention. On ·an occasion I lec
tured before a college class on 
hypnotism. The, audience was 
responsive-indeed too much so! 
As soon as I began to demon
strate my ~ethod of hypnotiz
ing a-few of my audience hurried 
out of the hall, feeling, as they 
confessed after, that "something 
was coming over them"! Mass 
hypnotism is today occupying 
the attention of several psychol
ogists. 

• 
71 

Concerning the future of hyp
notism we can only speculate. 
Some, as we have seen, look for 
further discoveries in the field .of 
mental knowledge through it.' In 
such ,a hope the writer does not 
share. 

However there are two im
portant services that hypnotism 
will render to mankind, the 

· ,value of which the plain man will 
fully appreciate. First, hypno
tism will be available as an effec
tive if temporary sedative for 
those who are worried and fret
ful and who urgently need regu
lar periods of complete relaxation. 

There is a second and much 
more important service that hyp
notism seems destined to render. 
With the perfecting of the hyp
notic art, hypnotism will, I 
believe, eventually become the 
normal form of anaesthesia. At 
its present stage of development 
hypnotism can only be counted 
on to anaesthetize a small minor
ity sufficiently for painless de
livery and painless· operating. 
But in 'time such effects should 
be made available for alL 

This is the future that lies 
before hypnotism-not to endow 
romantic men and women with 
the so-called magnetic eye that 
awes and fascinates-not· to con
trol the behavior of neurotic 
morons so that they obey the 
hypnotist's commands through 
the byways of virtue or crime
but to become the healthy, nat
ural sleep of insensibility for all 
plain men and women who have 
to face the terroJ.;S of the surgeon's 
knife, the dentist's drill, or the 
obst~trician's forceps. 

' ........ 



Mt, Nathrul ..••.••.•. 
Mr, ifois<hL ..•••.•.. 
M'r. Baughmnn ••.••. 

l\1r. E-:l'an 

r·Ir, F:!:w~~~~~~ ~~~~~~ 

Dr. G, H, Estabrooks, 
Colgate Ua1vers1ty, 
Hamilton, New York, 

Dear Dr • Estabrooks a 

October s, 1937. 

.. ' 

I am plee.sed to acknowledge receipt of your 
letters of September 28th and October 1st, 19.37, tranamtttins 
copi~s of a letter and a report furnished you by Dr. R, w. 
White 1n connection with research on hypnotic susceptibility. 

' I have read these with interest and have turned them over to 
the Bureau's Laboratory for further consideration, 

I 

In accordance with your request I am transmittinl 
a copy ot each or the papers forwarded b.1 you to Rear Admir~ 
R. S,.. Holmes, Director of BaYal Inteliigence, Navy Department, 
Washingtan, D• -01 

Your courtesy and interest in submitting this infor
mation to the Bureau are ~deed appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover, 
Director. 

·j}E ~::;-~~:~~:-~~:~~ . 

f :::: ~~::': ::::::::::: . . 

I Mr. Hottel ·---------- ' 

_!',~tr. L!:" :; t.er . 

I~.:r. l\1c.!ntire .. ~ .. ----· . ~.~ ~ 

- . '( 
---~1~'0 .. -·.· I Mr.l':eugtten ...• ,_ .,.-~ 

Jl,fr. N;ehois ...... _{. ~ijj'ji\';l\JtH'i}i'iT\!11~~ ~- 1 
'' 

Mr. Perm:n•Jtan __ ] I'll A 1 \... E. - ' 

i ~r. Sc:li!d.,r ........ · QC1 8 <-'> '10.3.1. 
f~!r •. Tan1.m ----------- ~t;J 
?,fi< ·Tca;y ··----- -----

' Mis&·c~dy -------·--

;""·~.:--:·~=· ..... ~-------- ------

.. 

' . 4 -.. 
~ ' 

• ~. fA 

, ' . '· ~ . : ~ 



PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Inyestigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

ILTDN, N.Y. 

October 1, 1937 

I take the liberty of sending to you a copy of a report forwarded v 
to me by Dr. R. __ W~~,liYP:~te of the Psychological Clinic, 64 Plympton St., , _ 
Cambridge, Mass. This seems to me the best .lead on the problem of 
picking the subject beforehand, so I wish you would ~ile it with my 
papers. I enclose a copy for the Navy Department.~~--------~=-=---------



ADAPTATION OF THE TENSIVE-SENSE 

This measure is based on an experiment attributed by Troland to 

the adaptation of the tensive sense and is described by him in his 
.. 
Principles of Psychophysiology, Vol. II,, Sensation, p. 343. 

Originally, we used it as a measure of perseveration, assuming 

that the extent of the rise of the arm woulP. be grea the case 

of the perseverator than in the case of the non-pers For 
' 

apparatus and procedure cf. Methods for the 

study of sensory perseveration, J. Psy~4Ql•, 

The most important result yielded 

measurable quantity-of this. functio 

individual and is highly constant 
' 

individual differences indica 

valid measure of 

highly variable. Thirtee 

yielded the repeat-reliabi 

1-402 (enclosed)o 

s that the 

ristic of each 

Moreover, the wide 

of the arm is a . 
. 

trait. The test is 

the elapse of three weeks 

out involving a graded 

series of we'i the duration of the stimulus, increased' 

duration and us et vice versa. 

variable were established by 
: I 

adininister.ing tests. So far the coefficients are 

negligible. 

However, the correlations with hypnotizability, though lqw, 
. ' 

justify further experimentat.ion, which we intend to carry out this fall .. 

f • 
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A word must be said about the apparatus ·as described in the 

enclosed reprint. For purposes of the present experiment the 

apparatus was greatly simplified. 

The apparatus consists now of a cord running through 5 pulleys 

inserted in the ceiling. A bar of meta-l weighing 3.0 k~lograms is 

attached. to the cord. S stands erect with his right side toward the 

. app~ratu~. (If S is sinistral, with the left sideo 

arm below horizontal. (To insure an exact angle fo 

a sliding wooden'semi-circle inserted into a groove 

S .. extends his 

Ss we emplpy 

a rod.) S 

supports the weight for a period of ~o~n-e~~:.~ extent of 

the rise of the arm.is recorded by 

wrist ·running over·a system of pul 

' 10 to 1 of a marker on 

and fall of the arm is 

the experiment S r·eads 

\ on a level with his eyes. 

increases the automaticit 

hread ed to S's 

feet a reduction of 

Throughout 

~ich ~s placed on a stand 

abstraction and 

arm. 

publicationo. 

. ' 
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j't;~. Nathan . ..... .. .. 

r,{r. To loon .. .... ·•••· 

·Mr. B,.ughman .... .. 

Hr. Cle~~ .. . ....... .. 
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f;1c. E:~a..o..1. .- ·· · - - ------
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·fl,{r. G1sv:n -----·-----

' l'."fr. [:la:+:') ---·::---:"'" 

~ I\1r. liott~' -- ----- - ---
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62-

Rear Aclaira.l 1. s. li0llllee, 
Director• 
Naval Int.Uigezlee, 
NaV7 Depart.ent1 
Washington, D. c. 

October s. 19.:37. 

.. .. 

. Tl\1.s Bureau. is ia receipt ot cemmuM.cat1one trom 
Dr. Gco H. !stsbrooks of G0tcate UeiveraJ:t.y, li&ll!ltan-,. ftew 
York,. tP•fttt"bing ceP>tes of a letter M1d a Pepox•t by Dr• 
Robert w. lf.M.te P:tl.atiTe to reeearch ol\ }Q'fl:notie eu.ecept1b1li't1• 
Dr. ls·tabP~0klS re~ested that you be ft;Wni-&hed w1 th. espies 
of the-se r~parts and 1 &.CoordJ.altC17; I .- ~antsmi tt!ng hoPewi th 
a copy or eaeh.., · 

'' 

Enclosures. 

John ldtar Heovar, 
Dlractor. 



Mr. Nat'hae .... ... ~ .... ,. 

Mr. 'l'!,tsoll.. •.•• ~"···~. 
Mr. BillltthliiS&JL ••••• . 

Mr. Ch!giJ " "·' .... .. 

M~. Co~y ..... ,. ... . 

M~. Crowl ......... .. 
Mr. l>gfl.ft . ........ ... . 

Mr. ltoxwortb.•,.,, ••• 

J\fr. Gio.liin ·"""''"""' 
Mr. Ho.rho ,,,, ..... . 
Mr. Rottel .......... . 

~r. JAster .......... . 

!!'<..r. Nauehted ....... ,' 

Mr. Nic·h·o-.1.8.· .• •• /: ... . Mr. l>enningtoli .. .. 

Mr. Sc~O.r ..... .. 
'i~ 

l\fr. T.:~\ ....... . 
Mr. Tracy VJ-. ·:: ... . 

\ "· ·-
Miss Gandy . • : ..... .. 

I '\~. 
- ~ .. ":- -- .... -........ _,.. ..... 

QTtON 
62·39979-60 

Dr. o. H. Estabrooks, 
Colgate University, 
HamUton, New York. 

Dear Dr. Estabrooks& 

October lB, 1937. · 

" . 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of October 
13, 1937, in whioh 'you submitted the· names of two ·reprints \ 
dealing with the subject of hypnetism. · 

I wish to thank you for your courtesy in calling 
this material to my attention. It bas. been referrod to the 
Bureauts Technical Laboratory and I am' sure that it will 
prove of interest to the technicians. 

'. 
. . 

Sincerely youra, 

John .Edgar Hoover, 
Director• 

• f 
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COLGATE UNIVERSITY 1
-~ 

'"' ··~ 

,~~ 

HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEME"!T BUREAU 

October 13, 1937 

_./ 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover ' 

Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation ( 

·washington, D.c. 

~Dear !.lr. Hoover: 

A couple Of reprints have just come into my hands which 

seem to me to be rather important. They are: 

Jenness,A., & Dahms, H~Change of Auditorr. Threshold 
· Reverie as Re1a ted to Hypnotizability t - · offprinted 

from THE tJOURNAL ·OF GENERAL PSYCI10LOGY, 1937, 17, 167-
170 I'' 

Dahms, H., & Jenness, A. "Afrtudy of Direct Suggestibility 
and Social Introversion as Related to Auditorr. 
Threshold and to Reaction-time During Reverie'
offprinted from TI-:lE :JOURNAL Qli' SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY, 
1937, 8, 251-267 

Would you have these references filed? 

w 
copy to Mr. R.S.Holmes 

Most cordially yours 

-G.,f't-ld-~~./~. 

G. HPEstabrooks 

R.EOORDEB 
& 

INDEXED 
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DEB;P.EK 

/,~-319'/f- b/ October ld, 1937. 

RECORDED 

.Mr. Nathan_. ......... , 

Mr. Tolson .......... ; 

Mr. BaughDlllll ...... 1 
Mr. Clegg ........... · 

Mr. Coffey ......... .. 

Mr. Crowl -------;---

Mr. Egan ....... .... . : 

;.fr.lFoxworth ~ · - - -~-

.\!t·. Glavin .......... . 

i\fr. Jiarbo 

. M•. Hot.tel ------i,··-· 
·.t·r. T4~!;:.ter ..... 1 ... . 
~Jr. ·,\{cln~re -- · . . .. . 

~llJ"'. Nau;;-~\en · · ·- --

Aolr. Nichols' 

'·· ';'Jr . .Pcnaitnt; • .. ---

·l :ti.l". Scbild<>r, ••• - .. 

- - [ :--:lr. T.n~uu -· · ·-·· · ---

Mr._ Tracy ., ......... 

Mise GandY-------·.-

...... ··----i.~--- ·J..;;" ·J 
; 

/ 

Dr. G. H. Estabrooks, 
Pl~cement Bureau, 
Colgate University~ 
HBJn.ilton, New York. 

Dear Dr. Estabrooks: .. · 

Receipt is a.ckn:Jwledged of your 
latter of October 9; 1937, advising that y~u 
have received the copies of my recent addresses 
which were forw~.rded to you. 

I am glud to k1:ow th.::.t you aJ.?)reciute--.. 
receiving these ~ddresses li.nd to aaau1•o you 
that your nanw will rev.u~in on our mailing list 
ao th~t copies of future adjredaes will be. 
forwarded to you t"o.S they .are print~d .from time 
to time.. '' 

With best wishes and kind regards, 

Sincerely yo-urs, 

I 
-~~.; 
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/ COLGATE UNIVERSITY I = w=---=----~ --~

"""" "' .... \! "-"'· •. a~.a.."" ------

~ ,_ 
HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 
t/ 

!l i.J.~r~ Tolacn.-----

11 Mr. 3au'J'Iomnn. 

i\ 1\Ir. Cle!!''i . ---- . 

~i -.·.ir, !Coffey ...•• 

1: r,::r. Crow! . 

1~ T\11"'. ~S'':-"1.----···· 
19 Zf:1.~1'. Ci'""':'<7Cl"i~ •• 

l\ I 

October 9, 
;; r.:r. G!~v::1 ....... .. 

j\ -~~?- :·~~ .·.:) ... .. 

l~ n~ .... ~·;.-at~-~~ 
' 

;, ,' - ..... .: ' ..... J~· ,_ .......... 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover:. 

I wish to thank you for the three recent reprints of your 
addresses~ I can assure you that it is always a pleasure 
to receive these and that sooner or later I read them with 
the greatest of interest. 

There is I find one real trouble with all going concerns--a 
fault which perhaps you can some day adjust. I had it very 
definitely brought to my mind in Washington and have always 
noticed it around Colgate. The kick is that they keep you 
busy, so that I generally have to wait until a Thanksgiving 
or Christmas vacation to catch up on my reading. 

Our institution has opened and we are looking forward to a 
successful academic year. After our game with Cornell, we 
have decided to stress the character building power of 
athletics for the coming season. I think this is probably 
our best move. 

Most cordially yours 

w 

Rli:OORDED 

>I : rt •• :·:~ •. :: ·.L 

) ~~~: ~~:~.: ~~~~~~ 
~. :/Ir. T~~r-.1 

" .; I!lr. Tr-ey 
\I 
~ l'L!oa 0-..;::.dy" 

:1 ------------ ··-·-·. 
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I r. 
(~-Nathan ...••.•.•. 
' . ~ .; fr. Tolson •. .•••••••• 

I· 

Mi. Baughmlln ••.••• 

l'lr. Clegg .... . . •• . ••. 

J\Ir. Coft'ey .~ ... ..... . 

l'>lr. Ct'owl ... •.•.. •.. 
I 

Mr. Egan . .. .... :· •. . •. 

t fr. Fox:wortlr . •••••. 

Mr. Glavin-- ·-···:··· 

'.' (&",Barbo •••••.•••• 

~lr. Hottel . ...•••••.• 

•·1&". Lester .......... . 

;·.!r. Mlll ntire ••••••••• 

' Ir. NaugbteJ1 .• . •••. 

' '.r. Nichols ..•.•.•••• 

i .J r. Pennia~toD . ·· ·~ 
' :,Ir. Schilder ••••••••• 

j :.~., . T,-~m . . . ••• • .••• 

Dr. G. B. Estabrooks,. 
Colgate tJniyersity• 
HaaUton., New York • 

Dear Dr. Estabrooksa 
.. ' 

I wish to acknowledge receipt ot your letter of 
October. 28, 1937, 1n which you enclosed a letter from Mr. 
Hudson Hoagland.. Mr. Hoagland's letter subaits a suggestion 
pertaining to the possibilities of obtaining an index of 
hypnoti~bility. 

! wish to thaslk you for your co~teay in c~ling 
this to WJ attn'iiOD and to assure JOU ot rq continued interest 
1n these JM.tters;. 

' ' 

l 
i' 

Sincerely Jours, 

John Edgar HooYer1 
Director., 

r 

·..-
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HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU October 28, 1937 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
\ Department of Justice 
! ~- VJashington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

2 ,, 

I enclose a letter .from Mr. Hudson¥oagland~rk University, which 
I think explains itself. This might be a little worth following pro-

_vided you folks have an apparatus anywhere in Washington or provided 
you could get anyone interested in outside institutions. I don't re
gard this as. an extremely promising lead but one never can tell. My 
own bet is that there would be a great deal of wq~~--=l.Vith~.a yery_ :t,ow .. 
correlation at the end.. . ~- L f':\ ., -a __ 019_ .' rr_ /2· -. 6. 

w 
enc. 

RECORDED & INDEXER~ ~\a~~ .. . . c'~I.~-- -L:J . 
Cordia J..HY.: 'yo:UJ':> s: ". · : · ·· , ·. ~-· - -; iJ'-!.-,_ - . • _- - . I t , 1 , • 
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THE BIOLOGICAL LABORATORIES 

CLARK UNIVERSITY 
WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS 

Dr. George H. Estabrooks 
Colgate University, 

Hamilton, N. Y. 

Dear George: 

October 26, 1,937 

I really believe that the electrencephalogram would 
probably turn out to be useful by way of a study of the 
percentage of the time alpha waves are present as an index of 
hypnotizability. How reliable this index would be, if it 
exists, is entirely a matter for research. It would be a bit 
of a major job to standardize it and work the thing out in a 
statistically reliable fashion. Unfortunately it is just this 
that makes the job-relatively impossible for us to tackle right 
now because of the press of work of our regular program. Had 
we a free apparatus and a suitable graduate student, it would 
be an excellent thing to try. I am afraid that rather super
ficial examination of the problem in the brief time in which it 
might be sandwiched into our program would contribute little 
or nothing. It is, however, a job which should be done. I 
do not believe, ho:Wever, that we can plan in a.nY definite-way 
to tackle it for the present. 

As ever, 



COLGATE UNIVERSITY .. 
' HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington; D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

December 11, 1937 

I would like you to add the enclosed to my records. They have been 
doing vek~ excellent work at the University of Illinois on this 
matter of~rientation in the magnetic field. From the reports I have 
gathered if s-eems to me that the resulting condi'tions in animals 
was something closely ~eaembling animal pypnotism. I was, also, 

)
. told that they were doi'P.g work on a machine to use on the human 

.... 
,.,./. . be···ing.. P. rofessor ~ark)~ull, at Yale, is strongly of the opinion 

· · ; :; :--~- t~t __ this so-called, nimalG.hypnotism would have nothing to do 
·''I.'" A th . ·. tism. even if such a machine works. I am inclined 

him. However, I think you should know the individuals 
nsible for this researc~ at the University of Illinois. 

he king pin.is Dr. W. E.~urge, University of Illinois, 
~=~~.uuis. He appears to·be out of town quite a lot, and I 

~ )\\!Ould suggest that perhaps it would be easier to contact Mr. P. a~ 
~ ~ruger, if you wish to do so, on this matter. , · 

w 
copy for R.S.Holmes 

COPIES DESTROYED 

830C1 7 1964 

Cordially yours 

~~:u~-;;c;-,L.. ~ . 
G. H. Estabrooks 

REooanEn 
~~ ;;;;;:i- .. 

~~- ....-=....-- .,..__ -- ••. 

. b~-~4~1 ~~~- -
1· •-'.' ; - I. , .· . 
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Mr. Tolson .•••••••••. 

Mr. Baughman .••••• 

Mr. Clegg .••••••••••• 

Mr. Colfey ••••••••••• 

Mr": ,Crowl ••••••••••• 

Mr. Egan ............ . 

Mr. Foxworth .•.••.. 

Mr. Glavin ••••••••••• 

Mr. Harbo " •• : ••• -..... 

i\lr· Hotllel ..••••••••• 

!V.ir. Lester .••••..•••. 

rr.:,·. Mcintire ••.•••••• 

liir. N<mqltuna ••••••. 

~r. Nichola --··· ...... .. 

~Ir. Pennin~on .o ... . 

ft.:r. Rocen ....••••••• 

Mr. Schildc!l.' ••••.•••• 

M:.:. Taw.m •••.••••••• 

H r..:r. Trru'y ·"····· •••••. 
,, r.fics Gsndn 
~ J •••••••••• 

L-~-~-- --·-=_;Qo-.:_: ··-~:·~t 

. --" --- ---- ---~--

Dr. G. R .• lstabrooka, 
Colgate Ua!Yersit71 
Hull ton, lew York. 

Dear Dr. lst&brookss ... 

' I~ 

I wiah to acknowledge receipt of- ,-our letter of. 
Deeeaber U, 19.371 in which you adrlse of the excellent work 
which is be111g eoaductttd at the t1ai.Yersit1 or Illtuois on the 
subJect or bfpilotiall. 

I wish to tbaak ,-ou tor calling this ll&tter to ftrt 
atteatioa aad to •ssare 1ou ot mr coatinu.a interest in aattere 
of this type. 

'' 

· ...... 

-: ... ("' 

~ . ; : j 
~'t- ~ • • ; . . -~ 

I·'· 
"-...; 

• 

·' 
"" \ 
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DEB:JDiF 

... -.. ~ . .. 

Mr. Nathan ..•••••••• 

l\lr. Tolson .• .•••••••• 

Mr. Baughmq •••••• 

Mr. Clegg .••••••••••• 

Mr: Cotrey ------·--·-

Mr. Crowl .......... . 

ll!r. Egan ............ . 

Mr. Foxworth ..... .. 

Mr. Glavin--~---·-··· 

¥r· Hal'bo .......... . 

r;,~. Hottel ...•••.•••• 

Mr. Lester ........... I· 

M•·· Mcintire ........ . 

1\ir. Naughten ...... . 

Mr. Nichols ......... . 

Mr. Pennington .... . 

Mr. Rosen ............... .. 

1\lr. Schildel' ····"-··· 

Mr. T1Un121 .......... . 

Ml'. Tracy~---·- ••..•. 

Misa Gandy ......... . 

' . ···-· ----- ·----------· 

, 

Dr. G. H. rrstsbrooics, 
Plecement Bureeu, 
Colgate University, 
·&milton, New York. 

Deer Dr. £st.t.brooks: 

17, 1937. 

I t~ .~ in receipt of ;rour letter d.::ted 
December 10, 1937,with reference to :r.y address 
entitled 111 .Publi.e Duty in Ls-= :;:JforccmP.r;tn .,,:ticb. 'It::: s 
ret~nt.ly t.orw!irded to you. I cill inl:e~d h!3ppy to leern .. , 
thl!i t you e.re in l?Ccord ~i th the:: ~-isws wbich I c~preesec 

before the k.ssoci~.tion of Life Insurt.:.nc£ Pree:id~?nte 
in Ne-. Yor~: City ~.nd I t'ppreci.ttf. tho thou~-.;:tt~\;.1.r.eef; 
which prc•upted you to I'.J: .. is.e your r(;Jt· c t.io.1 tt.: th!.f. r eu r(i 
evb.,ildJle to ;ne • 

.~>'i tb bnst wiehe.s <.n~i f:in\1 regtrC:c A 
I 

. ' 



.... 
COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

December 10, 1931'· .~ .. -, .. .,..,l>tl! ····--· 
. :·. :!? ""'t'~:t 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 

. ' : : ~ .. :". -- .. , ; ... ') 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. . • .. .... .. .... . ~-~ 1/ .. . . :. ~ -

. . ..:.~ .· .. .. .. -. 
-. ' .... .. -~ 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

. . .. ·. ·, . .. _.~>'- ... ~·· · ; 

; J-.- - .J - -- · .• s·.__ ~~ 
I ' --· .. -.. ............. .. .... -~ .. :; 

i . . 

I wish to thank you for the copy of your address on PUBLIC 
DUTY AND LAW ENF,ORCENIENT. Frankly, I think your reactions 
on the parole situation are very much to the point, and some
day the American public will probably be educated to the 
point where it will no longer tolerate this sort of thing. 

It would be so much simpler if we could just run in a iron
handed dictator who would handle all these things as they 
should be done. Unfortunately, if we look at . the European 
situation, that doesn't seem to be such a good idea either. 
I guess the wbole thing is just a question of education, and 
it isn't so easy to education 120 million especially when 
very powerful forces don't see eye to eye with your education- · 
al program. 

Cordially yours 

w G. H.0 Estabrooks 
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QT:ON ' I 
62-39979-65 

a..r .&dairal. i. S, Hol.aes, 
. . Director.- , 

laYal. tatelllceae.. 
hY7 Depar-..t., 
lashtqtoa, D. c. 

laauar.r 171 1938. 

. .. 
!)ll.• 1\tHau.ia 1a rewpt ot a OM8Rieatiou troll 

Dr. O. ·H. :.Jsta~a or O&lp;te UDiYe:raitoJ, S..UtoB, law 
tort,-1o wld.dl he fttl.iaes oerata taetora perietn.inc to 
~t1•• Ur'~ l•khroNa requ.est·ed tat JOU be h.rr:t1Jthed. 
'With a G&f¥ et ~· lriter u.d, accori~, I aM tru•ll1tt1q 
• eow bel"fMFl\h. 

. ' 

I 

S1aetmtl.7 ;vonra, 

J o!m r.a,ar Roover 1 
Director. 

·::~·.: ::r~ o ~---------- , f!CMMilMmAnnss gzcrta~ 

' ., 
' ., 

. ·;~, .• Fc;:,:~ir.r,+..::-"'-- -- . ~~~- O~Jft~tl e~ 1~: \i:~fll~jj :;~. t~ 
'"· : ~-.. =-~ - -~- - .... , -.-,~ .. -~- ' ~· t: tl's-~,ln re~·'" ~--, .ll!srl~ . "") :J 

' . ~ =: · "':'~-- ~ --~- :: ~ .... ·-- -t~' --~ :t .:.~ .... "~~'"·· ,_..,j 
--~ ::~ : .. _-~:~;~-~ :;~: : _::~A 

· .. "\ 
. 

\ 
-, 

: ...._•_.:._ --:......'l-- ·- ~-----
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~ ,,_;_•, N t C.l <>!G - - -- .. ..... !·I 
~ ~~::;: . i?e:!ni:.l~c.O~ .......... " 
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l ~:: ~:~~'~::::.:·:: ~ 
: :: •• ~ ·.'.: • • ---~ J 

Dr. G. H.. Estabrooks,. 
Colgate University, 
RaiiUtoo, lew York. 

.. ' 
I wiah to acknowledge receipt or JOur letter or 

.Januaf7 10, 19)8,. 1ra 1th1eh you outliae certain iaportaat 
proble-e dealiag with the subJect et bypaotin. 

. Pursuant to your request thia iaformation ie 
beiag placed 1• the tiles for possible future reference and 
tbe copy which you eRcloaed has been tran.-1 tted to Admiral 
R. S. Holaes of the NaYJ Departaent. 

5iacerely. yours,. 



CCLGA~E UNIVERSITY. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 

HAMILTON, N.Y. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Viashington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

January 10, 1938 

I wish you would put the enclosed in my files. 

It may turn out that one of t~e really important problems in 
this practical application o:f\Jl~ is some means by which 
one can rapidly and safely induce unconsciousness in an 
individual who, tests show, will be a good subject. It would 
then, I think, be quite feasible to induce hypnotism in the 
following disorganized state of returning consciousness without 
his being able to put up any effective resistance. 

- - - --
I have given this matter considerable thought and have talked 
with two or three authorities on this matter of the rapid in
duction of the unconscious state. My own opinion is that the 
best means which could be universally applied with relatively 
little skill is the use of ethyl chloride. I would point out 
that this drug is very easily obtained and its effects as an 
inr1alant are very rapid. Something in the line of seconds. On 
the other hand, it is dangerous if used over a prolonged period. 
I am assured, however, that used merely as a device to produce 
momentary unconscio·usness, it would be both quick and safe. 

I enclose a copy for Admira~olmes. 

Cordially yours 

w G. H. <;tstabrooks 

-.:iiiii''M 
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LBitDSS ' 

March 241 19.38. 

-=~~. fst~;;ou,3<jq 17 ~ a 
Placeme11t Bureau, 
Colg&te University, 
Haadlton, New York. 

Dear Dr. Estab~ooks; 

-' ~~. Clyde A. Tolson, fJY .Assistant, haa Jas·t ·· · 
refe1·red. to :.ae a copy of your letter datted March 11, 
19381. o.nd I did walilt to take this opportunity of ex .... 
;>resaing illY a.vpreciation for your coat1nued interest .tn 
the Federal Dure&.u -of Inves-tigation aad m.,y adainistr&tion 
of it. 

' 

I t is most uncoux·;aging, I assure yo11_, to receive 
ap_probation f1·om Slich outstanding coii!Runity leaders as 
:roureel.f and I did want to thank yt>u. f-or your kind v··orc:!s. 

lf-1th best _wishes and kind regar4s, 

Sincerely yours, 

J\!r . NnJ;han ···--- -• --

;.: ,-. Co:7'~y ·- -- ·-- --·- · . 
~-:~·. C:•Jw1 . . :: . . ·-- ··· 

. ' 
! I.:...-. i'-\~>=~11 ·• ·• ·••· ···· ( 
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COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILT9N, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT SUREAU 

Mr. C. A. Tolson 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Wasbington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Tolson: 

·. 

' 
March 11, 1938 

I wish to thank you for the copy of your letter to Mr. Gault; also, 
for the law enforcement bulletin. 

Permit me to congratulate you on the accuracy with which you state the 

:::::::~ as ~;~~~'!manl~~le/i~:~Jlf1).!;:;.(;{Je the 
13reatest admiration for Mr. Hqover and I am part!Lc~ulJaa?.Jiy fmpressed 
with the support .he gets from ,Cummings1!" ·,\,J\.s_ ::a. utf:!i!l~e~ of fact that 
particular combination does a good dedJ'9:lirliifu~b.B!tt m..y~faith in govern
ment at a t lme when frankly I disagree· ~wi;t·,tw;;4~:QJrnj_ il;~W'ble portion 
of the administration 1 s program .•. ___ ··-· --..~. ;;n -·n. -ti':-·-r- · ~ ~ 

·:gtP'"' .• 
Please keep me on the;::Jcail ng list for,. your ~ur ticles, 

~ )~; 1/3 fi . ~ dially yours_ 
7{ !YLf{ . Y' (!;.. "')"» ~ a.L,.~/c,-

/-- ' ~s oks ·· 
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•' 

HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

May 27, 1938 

I was re~.ding a very~teresting article the other day, dealing 
with the alay disease latah." 

I - . 

There can be no doubt that people suffering from this disease develop 
an abnormally high suggestibility. So much so that they are unable 
to resist imitating the movements of those near them even if those 
movements involve great physical danger such as thrusting their 
hands in fire. 

I hope to have the time to do a little more reading on this subject 
and look up the best literature. If caused by some article of 
diet or some deficiency in the diet, which would seem highly 
probable, then it might be possible that the isolation of the 
drug or diet in question might be extremely useful. 

Cordially yours 

w [)1>- • G. 
0 

H. Estabrooks 
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¥r. Co&y .......... . 

Mr. Crowl .... .. .... .. 

Mr. Da••~ .•. < .. . .. 

Mr. E!Jan ....... .. .. .. 

Mr. Foxworth ' .. . . .. 

Mn Glavin.: .. ~~ ·.: . .. 

M:t! Leete~ .. : ....... ~ 
Mr. MCIIttJrli .... ; .. .. 

llir: Nic!U>b ,, ; ... : . .. 

Mr! ~est .. , .. ; ..... . 
Mis• OlbllQi ......... . 

.. ......... ... t ... ~ ~-. - .... .. -.. .. . 

62-39979-68 June 2-'J; :t9JI3 
DEB:M.'~ 

Dr. :Ge H. Ft~tabrooks 
Col($a.te VQtvera1ty 
B~J.d.l.t.on. Jlew !ork 

l ~• 1n z·oeeipt d! Y".Jur tetter 
<.t&.t$(1 Jun~ 4, 1938, $.U..i .Mvo caz·efu.l.l.y 
n~Jt.d y -::ur SU~~eations in CClint~eti .·n ~~ttl 
the lnYeet.tgati::n ot :(tdDAping e&~iefl . 

l'au JllU be .sure ;;:;!" l9" lappNei&ti(}.Jl 
fo:r ~r::ta• interc•t and coope.t"&t1on ill 

· f urni..sbiag • witJa ;your <ip!DJ..oa itt this re
f!;Ud, l'lnd your csugge:.tt1~ms- '5Ul reoei -,.e e'fU"y 
conaiderattoo. ' . 

cc Buffalo 

- COMM\INIC~IIOMS SECliOM . 
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. ur. Tolco · ·-- -- --- - -

it. N t 
1 il ' r. a .tn _______ _ _ 

'i r.· ~ - rr .... !.:..Cl ___ __ __ ___ s • • COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAM I LTON, N.Y. 
. ,. " il 

•• ~•Cf{{;l .... .. ----• - 'I 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 
B. lV!r. Ccffey --- ----- ·- p 

June 4, 1938 Mr. CrowL ......... n 
(! !'.O:r. :; '1 -~lf:CY -·· ---- - - ~ ,: i· 
r~ I.! r . r:~;~ - ----·. ----- - j Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice . 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

f; M•·· 1'~ :: ·"'~' L.J.. ------ ~ 
i( r~~::: . c: :n-ir~ -- - . -- -- ·j 

~ 
Mr. c~urbo ______ -. --- ~ 

f :1 

I· r>h-. L:>:tzr ----- ---- -- 1 

l! l'::r . l~Iclntirc ..... - - - - ~ .~ 
il ' 1 N ' . - I 
11 

L r. tc...:!:: .s •• ••.•. ..• ,I 
A thought occurs to me on thie kidnapping epidemic. It seersr. 'that -- -- ~---- i 
your Bureau could make a distinction which might -be helpful !! _·· __ ~ -·: -- -~~· 

I ·' 
For instance, straight kidnapping w_it:tl the _i!J_ea~. _healtb

1 ~,v.· S. tr1the 
background -hi' one tc~O~bED / i · --·· . L_.,... _ ${~ ~ 114 ,- · tl 

---- !! _tL~ !C/~ --~l------ I 
On the other hand, such cases as the r.att1~f1I}. 1 Q,~s,~~- ~o ~ :: ~h.tf. s·f.l~:Y~IJ.~ c'~se, 
appear to be more the work of' a pervertl.!i.wrt~\ utliis perhaps ·as -e1 ther the 
main cause f'or the crime or at least [' good · s~ ·S?~nd§r'Yj ~::cg~;usel. ·: 

While it seems to me that, your Bureau starUis- ~i'c~iil~R~~clii){6!_s_ -~_r', running 
down species #1 and more or less disc · ura'gtng- n1m-fromr nis ac~1v1t1es, 
it would seem far more dif'ficult to bindle the s~c nd breecft~c[:f' eats. 

-' - ' . Certainly if someone chooses to run a'VL~J.J,.t,hc·- ~ ."~~ _ .· d=.and=dispose.· of it 
according to the role of a sexual pervert, pn~Vei:l~ n and discouragement 

. ..,'$ ~"" 
h' I /} ,., r- , ( 'f) r;;, ~ "' ,-q;P-•' .. ~,-
L'/_.1<-- ~ ... -.._ •:; - J\ ""' - - ,r- ,. v::; / J 

, _ :(:· I r.r ... -:: .. ': . ~ 



• • COLGATE UNIVERSITY 
HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

-2-

of this type of thing is going to be pretty difficult. 

The splitting up of a classification might have its uses. 

Cordially yours 

w 

~~~'c.?· 
G. H. <J?stabrooks 

.. 



I 
'· 

lilt. 1'4la-····· " •... 

Mr. Nadula · ·· · · ·"· · 
tlb.1'elii\SJl ..• , .. .... 

~. Cl4!1!11 •• •••• •·"' · . 

'flir. Coft'ey .. ... .. . .. . 

f•h·. Crowl .•.• . .•..• . . , 

~b-. Dawae:Y .... ,, :., 

· Dr •. G. H • . Jsta;brooka 
.Placement Bureau 
·Colgate Univers1t7 
Hamilton~ Jew Iork 

Dear Dr. Estabrooks& 

I haTe reoei•ed your l•tter dated June 15• 1938• 
in which yo11 tell~ your intarest in the pos.eibllity of the 
insulin treat•ent and the extraordinal7 ,suggestahlli ty or 
the subJect after such treatment. 

The B~eau has -.de no experiments along thi£J line 
Ctd has no inforaatJ.on as to the ,F&eticability of such a pro
c8dureJ ho.ever, I ut -.ery aueh ~nteruted iD any posaibili tiea 
along tb.at line and would appreciate hearing the resul ta of 
7our expariaents nut Fall. 

I •i&h to that* you for brinpng thil inforaa.ti.on to 
~ attention. · 

. ' 

.. : . ~ 



• YpoLGATE UNIVERSITY • HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

June 15, 1938 

This Connnencement we gave an honorary degree to Dr. Manfre~akel. You 
ma .. y or ma~ not recall that he is the or~?ator of the now fan1ous~Asulin 

.. treatment ~ementia praecox. His book,YPHAR1tffi.COLOGICAL TREATMENT 
SCiiiZOP}~TIA: published by the Nervous and Mental Disease Publishing Co., 
contains much excellent material on this treatment. 

My interest here, however, is in the fact that Dr~chard H~Hutchings, 
Utica State Hospital, Utica, N.Y., and Dr. William W~Vright, WJ.arcy State 
Hospital, Marcy, N.Y. both cormnented on the extraordinary suggestabili ty 
of ~he subject after the insu+in treatment. 

I mentioned this fact to Dr. Sake~ when he was on the campus. He immediately 
varified the report' sa~· g that this i!l.sulin treatment undoubtedly does pre
dispose the individual · ypnotism. As a matter of fact, two or three cases 
in the book which I have uoted bear out this contention. 

I am hoping that I will have the opportunity of varifying this claim. The 
work with insulin at Marcy and Utica has stopped for the sunnner, but I will 
be looking forward to an opportunity of testing this suggestability in the 
fall. It seems to me a most interesting lead. 

Cordially yours 

0 
w G. H. Estabrooks 
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Dr. G. H. Estabrooks 
Placellent Bureau 
Colgate University 
HUlilton, New York 

- -. 

I aa in receipt o! your letter dated June .. 20, 
1938; in whioh ;you adYiee of the uperia&nts conducted 
by Dr. 11. H. Briokieon •t the Eloi:te Hospital• Eloue, 
JUeh1gaa .. 

It seems to .. tbat Dr. lrickson 1• working 
in a ve.ey interesting &Bd produeU. ve field. I a, of 
CGur&e,. glu to hear of your WQJF.k ami that of 7QV 

~ . \ 

tl"ieads ed asaoeiat&a. 

Iaa 
~ )"'U tor calling thia to JIY. attention, 

' ' 

Sincerely yours, 

. . - ' . ' . . ~ ' 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Att. Hoover: 

June 20, 1938 

It seems to me that this question of the use of insulin as 

a conditioner fox·~hypnotism is very important. I have just received 
~~ 

a reprint from. t;rickson at the Eloise State Iriospital and enclose a 
~."""_,..._."_',. __ _ 

copy of my answer. 

Erickson is one of those peculiar enthusiasts who loves to try 

anything new and has all the energy in the world. Frankly mine is tied 

up too much on administrative work. 

w 
enc. 

Cordially yours 

~aL,.:;jk. 

G. H.0Estabrooks --=--·-;._-.,:;<.~"""-·~ .• - _ . ., 

REOORiiE'·~ 
& 

INDEX"l.'J, 

J 
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. .1un.e 20, l.9ZS 
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I ao Wish t o ;_thank you tor yeur reprint .entitled "Thh nypnotic Induction 
of Ralluo1na t~ Color "11s1oc ll'ollowed bf Pftudo ffega~1•• ~fto!o:tftia$ea• • 

By tbe tJ&1• bo~'•- il: . :t1:.Pwh1ab iayue <-ot ·~e to you, I PflO& 1t on tor what 
1t 1a worth b~oo.u-f:le • i"X''mldy1 ,J,t, am too bUV to tollow the lea4._ 'lbo~ -
blasted n4min1stre.tive jobs · tlf:tke plenty <,>t \S... 

We r,t\'YO Dr., Mantred Bakel a 4.ogree here 1n. :;un.. I was pe.rtieularly int&:tai.Jt-
. e<.\ in hia booause ot the tact tbl1t the superinterAtots ot the Utioa State and 
Jiu'oy· s•te claimed to notice a ver:t hiih de~. c!' auer;eat.cbil!"y atter t~ 
insulin t.reatme»-t. A8 u flllltter .ot' t'~e'• tha~, ~urt re.tber than his 6traigbt 
in~n ~'-"'" le_4 M to~ hlm· t:or· lb4·~- .-re,, It wae s!U~l.r -& 
center ot i!lterest. · - ·' ' . .. ,-...... ':. 

'I 
': 

., 
I 

~ -; 

i 

~ n. zstab~o'k:ll 
! 
{ 

;._ \ 
' . 

' '\ 

I ' . \ 

''·~ '· '· 
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Mr. TOIIOn ---

Mr. NatiNin __ _ 

Mr. Tamm __ __.. 

Mr.C?Ieu __ _ 

Mr. I:Oflelf ---

.. 
Dr. G. H. Estabrooea 
Colgate Uaiversity 
Haail ton, New York 

Dear Dr. Estabrooks: 

l was quite interested in your letter of September 
7, l9JS, iB 'llhieh JOlt l"iJlerr&el te the pozsiblli.:ty of. insulin 
shock as a cfJI!ld1tiew to tqpJilMis. Unfortunately the Bureau 
has dcme oothi11g t'urther in the study of hypmosis and I a 
Wii:ble to ~"t an;r one wh\9 oo..Ud utlde.rta.k:a the work at the 
Jfuey Ita$• li<ispit.-.1. Sh.ot\1d 7iMOl el,~ further information 
'a.t U.fl7 J.a.tea.~ t:llu oooeem:tnc the appl.ieation of the insulin 
qrk to hf'Pilo&t;s, I mould be -.ery glad to receive it. 

\ 
lou ftJIIi¥ recall that during one of Jour Yisi.tu to 

1faahina~ -,ou ..U.sc'll.l$aec;l your seeurda £or A ~ of deter .... 
ldsm& _.. t.ha pnJper -~ of hy,pnoais waa. reached ~ an 
¥ldi vidual and at that time I believe you were con3idering 
~e po:soaill:Uities or utilizing the galvanometer to measure 
&~~urrent Ji*Ssed through the body. I would greatly appreciate 

~ b~$.ng ittfotaed whether you .were suceesstul in this attempt or 
·Wh~t.her you were able to find any oth€1r cri te;-ion for deter- . 

~ :.mih'fng th& extent of the hypnotic state. · 
' -\ ;:'> 

(. 

... -:"'"· 
·' ,•' 

With best wishes. I asa 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr. Crowl___ · ......,.._.._,_ ~-- ..,. .... ..,.,.,.,..., ... 

Mr. Dowle]l ICOMMUNICA"fiONl)_~ S£CTIOM ' 
Mr. Epn !M A 1 ~· f, :< _' ~ 

M;. Foxworth . "~ 

Mr. Glavin --- ~ SEP 14 1938 •i 

Mr.Ha ___ _ 

Mr. LKtor __ _ 

Mr. Mcintire 

.. ,.. Nichols ---

Mr.Tracy_1 __ 

111181 Gandy---

\l 
'·\ . ' .,,;_ 
n i f".r·' ·, '·\-"t-"1'11'"\) 
~~ ~-~·.··!A~~~- 'l~u:_,,!t,.L:· .. ,·~5-· .'J·~_·.'~' ·!:~r-,. 
''\ .. ".' {l'-'r'if,:'(l f''~'''""'" 
~"'f~~;_~.-· -.. 'L ~- ~ ., , - , .. :J,:.~'+ ·<, .. >~:"'~:_..::.:: ';> 

-~~c.

> 
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HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

September ? , 1938 ~ ~~: :~~:~;·:~~~~~~~~ li 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

~ . :~. ::,::.;;. _____ ,. ___ ., ___ ). 
. I . 

I :, • .::..:. ;_-:-~=-~.:.:.."!':!=. . .......... ,. t 

I am beginning to be more and more convinced that some really -

serious work should be done on the insulin shock as a conditioner 

~I find that I could easily do this work at the Marcy 

State Hospital which is within thirty-fiTe miles of here, but, frankly, 

with college opening it is too much of a strain. However, if you 

know of anyone who would feel like undertaking this work, I feel 

it would be an easy matter for me to obtain an entrance for him 

there • 

w 

COPIES DESTRpyp;p 

83 OCT 15 1964 

ttECORDED 

e$p> 

Cordially yours 

I 

G. H~stabrooks 
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•.. , ...... --...--
Mr. Notllan __ _ 

Mrl E. A. Tamm -Mr. eta .. __ _.. 

Mr. Coli.,. __ _ 

Mr. Crowl __ _ 

Mr.Epn ___ _ 

Mr. roxworth __ _ 

Mr.Ha ___ ...._ 

Mr.LMt .. __ _ 

Mr. Mcintire 

Mr. Nlohol~ __ _ 

Mr.Traq __ _ 

Mill Gand)r __ _ 

!PC•Otf 
. 6~YW19-72 

Dr. o. H. Jatabrook• 
Colcate·h.l..-•it.J 
Haail ton, Jew York 

September 22, 19)8. 

1fhuJik :JI&U tor J"OUl' letter or Sept.elib.r 17~ 1938, 
aettblil .,.... i.1\t1Jrw.-tton CG~in.& \ae ,..,-.-cuvanic 
retl.ta aad. •• 't'ariac aeth<ild f(Jf!' 'the AeteraiJl&tion o.t the 
depth .r ftJJi~to.a1•· 

I • aorrrt to learn taat rour pred1~-t.io•s eon
e•mine 'tiiM val.- or the insW.iA \rsata~t are not at 
:F"Mil:t •.ac reali.••• lh0U!d. 70V. raMi..-• •Ubtquent 
i:nforntln to th• contrar7 I shollll.d be clad to learn ot it. 

. ' 

\ j
' ·' •< •• , ~ · '"· •. · , :-

'11 tl • I ~ olr • , J ' ' .., •1 •1 • 

~ . • . P, ·' · ~ · :i ~~ 'Jt:::'T ·1~ 1·,·;~:·, ~ '• 
~ . .. -

{{ 

c-i 

8ineerel7 ,-ours, 
Yor the Director, 

Harold Kathan 
Assiatant Director 

/IV] 

I 

i .. ·. 
/ 



• COLGATE UNIVERSITY • 
HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

7 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

September 17, 1938 

I am beginning to lo~se faith in humanity~akel who instituted this 
blessed insulin treatment f~r dementia praecox was quite certain 
that it predisposed toward~notism.m Moreover, he called my attention 
to three or four of his own cases. Now, I quote to you the following 
which I received just this morning fram Erickson: 

ni am sorry I have neglected to answer your letter about hypnosis 
and insulin. Actually, however, we have had that in mind since we 
first began insulin therapy here, and repeated attempts have been 
made to induce hypnotic trances following insulin therapy and also 
following metrazol therapy. 

~nfortunately, however, our results to date have been negative, 
and I am inclined to be most pesstmistic about the entire thing. MY 
belief is that the susceptibility to hypnosis depends not upon any 
changes effected by insulin, but upon the type and the characteristics 
of the psychosis.n 

I regard M. ~~rickson as being about the best we have, and, if he 
reported negative results, my own bet is that results are· negative. 

• .... 

The use of the psycho-galvanic reflex to dete~ine depth of hypnosis S 
can't be recommended. It is quite unreil.iable. For the first time and I 
provided the subject is being hypnotized quietly, not strong-armed 
into the state, it may have a certain value. Otherwise, no. The 
curious change in resistance is, I am now convinced, a change associated 
with sleep rather than hypnosis--in fact, I know so. I have discussed 
this matter with Professor Hull of Yale and he was the first to put 
his fingers on the flaws in my argument. 

However, there is a very practical means of determining the depth of 
hypnotism. So far as you are concerned, unless I am mistaken, you 
will be interested only in the depth of the trance with complete 
amnesia on awakening. I use the so-called•variac"to make sure the 
individual is hypnotized when necessary. This little piece of 
apparatus takes the curren\right off the electric light circuit 
and delivers it in any qu~ity desired. I pass the current through 
the palm of the hand with contacts of saturating salt solution on 
blotting paper. I find that with th.es: .. 'e~cellent cont,Ctsb i~-llY"A/9~---_.. 

COPJ.es \.- !} COltD1JJD ... , .· ; ... -'1;J~~71, 
DES'J:ftOYEll f';J(tj_t ~ . c·~~~., ,, ~- .. "'" ,, vi" I.. : ·.· J .. ~ . 

88 ocr 7 1964 v~\t\ 6 3~~1 ~ .. ~33 ,·. ;,, 



• • COLGATE UNIVERSITY 
HAMILTCN, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

-2-Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

waking individual can take ten volts, few can stand fifteen, a subject 
in hypnotic trance can easily take sixty without any visible effect, 
and T-have use·d as much as one hundred twenty. In either case, sixty 
or one hundred twenty, the torture inflicted would be such that no 
ordtnary human being could possibly stand it in the waking state. 
I should think that it would be pretty simple to hitch up such an 
arrangement--perhaps in connection with the lie detector or the psycho
galvanic reflex--and then1 simply as part of the technique1after induc
ing anaesthesia in the hand proceed to test it by this means. 

In my own opinion and I know that Dr. Cutten agrees with me here, 
this-trial by torture, so to speak, is the only effective t~ we 
have for hypnosis. Babinski years ago asserted that hypnotism could 
be faked and that no one could tell the difference. He comes pretty 
close t~ being correct, but I don't think anyone can fake anaesthesia 
to sixty or one hundred twenty volts going through the palm of his 
hand with perfect contacts. If so, he is just plain good. 

I am still convinced that hypnotism can be made to play a very useful 
part in the next war and that the chap who uses it first is ~ing to 
have a pretty serious advantage over the other fellow. However, we'll 
hope we just don't get into the war. 

w 

Cordially yours 

-$1-f:li:(' ~~:~. 
a 

G. H. Estabrooks 
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' EPC:ON 
J~sn0B.~1FiD 62-39979; 1 :J 

Mr. Tolson __ _. 

Mr. Nathan --'~-

Mr. Ctasc __ _ 

Mr. Coller __ _ 

Miss Gandy __ _ 

»r. o. H ... tabl'Oda 
Col-pte Vft1"Mr-11• 
H.-l.t..1 ... Iel?k 

Mr. Karol.4 lathe h•• bro\:llht to rq at~entJ.cn 
7tJYtJ1: l•''-' oll~•r )01 19-'8 ~MHl'11iae ~ peaal• 
b111 ty et 4oil\c opePia.aW ••r& 1a mnmon• in 
eeU.U•l'atia with Mr. 1. !.- lfllith, ...._ 8\ate I>U•cto,;-. 
ot fl'•b4Ua a't O.eord• IMr 1lgptth1r•• 

. It •• v-r ki.A4 ot 1•\1 to b:r1ac tb1• u.tter 
to ., at'-'t.a. . ..lt the preaet• -...ve:r1 4• to liai ted 
per••.-1 U.• ._. ... !a oo~ in a l)G'att!OD to tat• .. ._t._ ot thll fit.lllati~ lt it M$a..-mtl.J" b•co..-,.•-'•:1• t• •• •••• w PQ"t1c1pate 1n tiN' ot tai• 
~rltt•kl •rk I ah&ll 1udee4 ~·oi.a"•' th.• pr1•1l•a• 
ot ••tt~ ill toueh 1fi th you. 

._.ln~ 7ou tor 70W eOAtia~ iAt..i"e•t in ilbe 
wol'k &llAl pral.•• ot th• Dura-, I .. 

•1naorel.T )"O'tlr•.t· 

. ,. 
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BIISa1Al 
62-399"79-73 

Octobor 7 • 19~ 

l)xt. G. H. l:t~t&'bntoka 
Colgat• Uft1Y•r&it7 
n .. ,JNil ton, New York 

' . 
'.../ 

Iallr. Hoover's nbaonce f'rOa the City; 
X wish to e.oknowl<}dge your l.,t-t.er of ~epteilbett JO, 
19J81 4UY181fte ot your contatpl11t-ed er.peri.utt,~ t.ton 
with ar!Jti•;.l• &nd I!UCt:esting tJult (\. re.prasentative 
o! tnia ltur~\1. bP- clellign.e.ted to worlt with you a.rW. 
Mr • .a. '1'. Sad.th, StAte Director ot hob· ~tion1 oo. , 
these oxp.r;r~te" 

... 

You .ay be ture t~6t your intere~t 1n 
t.b.ia pbaae Gl law eafOf'C-...nt aoti'Yity 1a app:re ... 
ot&tod. •nd yow." letter will be c"Ued to Ill-. Hoo.-erta 
attent.ioa upon hit retum to kahlllltton, 

i 
I 

S1acerely 1oure1 
for the Direotor 

Harold Iathan 
A~•i~t~t Director 

-

z ...... 

~ ..... .. , , ... ,. 
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'·, .. '!· ·· .. ---- -- .. . ' ! 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washtngton, D.C. 

Dear lvlr. Hoover: 

September 30, 1938 

I wish to thank'you for the copy of your address "Soldl.iers in 
Peace Time". It is always a pleasure to receive these and to 
read them through. 

I 

;; I have a perfectly beautiful set-up in Concord, New Hampshire 
--· ~for doing a little hypnotic work on the criminal. Mr. R. T. 

mith, State Director of Probation, is a very close friend of 
·ine and is anxious for me to carry on so:'Jle work. On the 
other hand, it is pretty much impossible for me to leave Colgate 
for any length of time. 

Should you have any one whom you feel would fit into- such a 
picture, I know that Smith would give him full cooperation. 
Furthermore, through Smith, he can easily make touch with the 
penitentiary, as I have already done. 

Insulin and metrazol may be of no partj_cular use as conditioners 
to hypnotism, but they certainly are revolutionizing the treat- ~ 
ment of dementia praecox. I was just glancing over an article 
by a German psychiatrist, saying that out of 40 cases of dementia _1 
praecox treated with metrazol, 31 had remissions. In other vords,!l· 
were discharged as cured. Of course, the perrnanency of those {?ll 

cures can in no way be guaranteed. When you consider that dementi~3 
praecox was always rated as incurable, this is certainly making a ~:· 
big inroad into this field. ;, 

Cordially yours 

~~~L,. 
0 

G. H. Estabrooks 

8 
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Mr. Tolson --"""" 

Mr. Nathan _ _..,;.._ 

Mt. £ . A~ Tamm 

Mr.Cie&a __ _ 

Mr. o::elle~ __ _ 

Mr. o::rowl ·---
Mr.Eaan __ _ 

Mr. FoJCWOrt"--

Mr. Glavin __ _ 

Mr. Marbo __ _ 

Mr. Lester __ _ 

MIIIC:onfllf __ _ 

• j, -·I . 

"' ' -
EPC:MTG / 

62-39979-74 

II. I 

p~. o. :a. Ba\a,roeu 
Colpta Uat••ratt7 
Haailtea, . .... Y•J'k 

Veer DJ:• letaltl'Get.b: 

I wu·l to tl&Mk 70U tor y•ur let;tM' ot Xn-.lrler l2, 
1918, H"iB& At 1Jl .-. cietaU a __..HA proeedve tor 
expeao._.._._ 1J& tiM eJpl.t••'-1ea .r hftraH:l• to artataal ,_.,en-•a•-t.• ,.,n1-. ~J'ettnu,. *" 811&8••ttmi8 .... 
t& u• ._. u;rtt. Ae J'ft taow. at Jft"Jit \he Iareau la 
aot e•••••taa .., eqerlJin'k:U:ea 1Ja thla tleld aacl llaa not 
liHil dle to .to ee ter .-..tiM put. I • tutas t•• 
llb,n,. of tlU.Jll i1M t«te whleil ro• a\l:llaltte4 eo tbat lt 
•r lta raa41l.J' ••llal»la U 1t au)aaq•eatUJ' ~HO.U poaaible 
to wa4anek• ••k 1n ttlla tteld. ~ 1 

It~ np1't te 70U'. lat\er of •••lMir 11, 1118, 
q•et1as , .. reoeat 3tefw...,ea, tlleae are lpelac &i'MB aU•nttoa. 
Ktfw'W W"'U h -• t. .-..·tn e-opl•a of lte'th,. at leaat tor 
naaiaatta p~. SUuli u."hlJIC lM aottee4 4v1Ds tile 
"new tJaeHe~ wJllch M7 lta ot apaelal tntenat to Jft, 1 wUl 
M gla4 to ao a4T1ae 7ou. 

ifUh beet r-.ar«a. I 1't111111D 

NOTE :! Please return to the Lal?oratory for further a~tion con
, . . earning ref.erences .cited.fJ" 2· :1':" '".~: ll >. ' l rt 2l l(; :~ 

t!E CE:,\ED-h'Hri'Hi · 

~\OJ\ SS 10 3~ ~H ~3B 

t,;.v 
·- 4' . • . ' 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
'iiashington, D.C. 

Dear Hr. Hoover: 

I would like to submit the following rather specific 
tech~ique which might be of use in this matter of crime 
detection. It seems to me that with the lie d.SYtector 
you have an almost perfect set-up with which to run a dis
guised technique in hypnosis. Perhaps you will pardon 
me if I outline the procedure step by step. 

(1) The first move, it seems to me, would be to keep the 
suspect v1ithout sleep for about twenty-four hours. This 
should be pretty simple by any one of various methods. 

( 2) Then, it seen;,s to me that he should be put on a lie 
detector with one of your own men to lead the questioning • 

(3) The n~t step would be 
authority o ie detectors. 
scene over th way in which 
device, could throw him out 
have the field to himself. 

... 
the arrival of Dr. X, 'the 

He could stage an indignation 
your man was misusing his pet 
of the room so to speak, and 

'· ~ •.. . ' 

( 4) His approach could then be somewhat as follows: After 
taking the patient's pulse and blood pressure, he would call 
off all further work on the lie detector, could tell the 
patient that he was obviously upset, that his real need at 
the present moment was sleep. If t he proper set-up had been 
arranged previously; namely, a counh in the room, or perhaps a 
couch on which the patient is already lying, he could proce~fu 
He could impress on the suspect the idea tha t all he wished';to 
do was to go to sleep and that he wished to·check up on his 
blood pressure as he went. Then, it seems to r;:L~, it would be 
very simple for him, simply by encouraging the patient to 
relax, and to go to sleep, at the . ,f?t:~.me time kee-otng in touch 
with the patient by asking complete~y p.on.-co~t:a:-1 questions 
to hypnotize his subject just as e:1,£ec,tively as if he had a 
regular set-up. I h~~! already demonstrated for you this 
technique of inducing~iypnotism by talking sleep. I should 
think that after the suspect had been awake ;t;w~..n.t,Y~-!9Jl.~ ~ ·':,-..""'.J;<,.;,..:::.J~.__ 

f 
.1 011. -f~:'.:';· ... ..:~ ·~.\- ~--- __ .Ll_ .. ' J_ 9_ 4_ 

/)(. ,.- ~if 'II-. , · 1. rf' . . ... . {,.:l .. -:l•lllt!lltt:--.&,,.~. 
'e.'' i · ''"\ ~. ~~,-~· ·~~ . ' 

r1 ~,;· • . __ _ ·_ ·-~.;~=>- ""-_· c. 1 , .,, p .... ,;•';-;'.""''! .\" ' ri;> ' ,' 
....-:: .. ~ .. . . ·•· .·\.~ 
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this might catch him completely off guard. After all, he 
would probably need the sleep and there at least in his own 
opinion he would be safe from further questioning. 

This technique seems to me perfectly safe. 'vve know that one 
in every five will go iQtO somnabulism and there is no known 
f'technigue of influencing the other four to these deep states. 
Yl:r'th such a technique, your good hypnotist could easily pick 
out his susceptible subject and put him into the very deepest 
trance. On the other hand, should the suspect not be a good 
hypnotic subject, no one would be any the wiser and no harm woul 
be done .. 

(5) Should the subject prove to be a really good one, then it 
seems to me the next twenty-four hours should be spent in 
consolidating the control: 

(a) By means of the pos1~hypnotic suggestion, it slDuld be 
impressed on the subject that on a certain signal he would 
i~~ediately pass into a deep sleep. This is essential to 
quick, rapid control. 

(b) It should further be impressed on him that after each 
brief seance he would have no recollection whatsoever of having 
gone asleep. 

(c) It should further be impressed that no one could possib 
put the subject to sleep without the specific consent of the 
operator in question. 

Only after the subject was thoroughly tr~ined in this 
technique, it seems to me, would it be safe to start direct 
questioning. Incidentally, before embarking on this last 
phase, it would be possible to make quite certain the subject 
was really hypnotized and not staging an act by out of the variac 
which I have already mentioned. This, you recall, is a pain 
technique, using electricity in quantities which the ordinary 
individual could not withstand. 

(6) From here on, it would seem to me that you would have to be 
guided pretty well by the reactions of the subject, but I think 
there is one pretty obvious attack. The hypnotic subject loves 
show ~has an excellent memory for past events and is always 
to display it·. Vii thout touching on the actual crime and so 
arousing any latent powers of resistance, a great deal of inf 
tion might be picked up about the criminal and his associates 
simply by having him stage a memory exhi'bitio'ri as to where he 
or what he was doing last July 4, hl.st Washington's Birthday, 
or last Cl1ristmas day. 

I can assure you that this disguised technique for inducing 
hypnotism will work and is very effective. I have tried it with 
various 11 frontstt, had good results with good subjects, and have 



'· 
.,. -·- • COLGATE UNIVERSITY • HAMILTON, N. Y, 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

-3-:1\h... J. Edgar Hoover 

been able to remove all knowledge of ever having been 
hypnotized. On the other hand, we must not overlook the 
fact that onl one in five is susce tible to the dee er 
stages of hypnotism an wou d be pretty dif' lcult to 
pick that man in advance without arousing his suspicions. 
On the other hand, I think it could be done, but that is 
another story. 

Cordially yours 

'0 
G. H. Estabrooks ------
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
~ashington, D.C. 

Dear Hr. Hoover: 

, I have just unearthed\ _another reference. in German by 
~-:endiggenson entitled~RBUNAL ACTS UNDER HYPNJTIC 

IHFLt""ElTCE. I may say that he puts his fingers, I think, 
On a rather amportant point When he mentions the exaltation 
of memory in hypnotism as being of the greatest ~~ortance. 
You will find further reference to ·this article ir,.PSYCHO- v 

I 
'1 

LOC':J..C[ik_~3.§.~~!§ 1935 #47~~-· - · 

By the way, in one of the previous references I gave you, 
you will note that the autlmr refers to lack of osculation 
in the extended arm as a criterion of hypnotism. This is 
one of the. old criteria used by Charcot back in the 1880's 
has pretty 1nell been discarded. As a matter of fact, I am 
quite certain it is of no use. 

Cordially yours 

~~-;;-;~. . . -
VI G. H.0~;stabrooks 

EEOORDED 

and 
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The two books referred to w.are tetiuested through 
the Dept. of Justice Library • . Library of Congr~ 
reported they do not find them indexed in thei-r
catalogues, but they will report on them again 
later. 

a em 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Feder al Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Ylashington, D.c. 

Dear hlr. Hoover: 

·' 

' 
November 23, 

~ :::-. c -~-~~· . 
~.: -. ('_ (',O"" 

19y,~-- -~ ~ "~~-~~~-----

~~ .. ·. -:.:.1 . ______ _ _ 

~ - l . • -: : ! ~ ··-·· ... 
: : ~· ... ·. ,_ .... ·.• 

; .-... · ... -. :· ~· . . 

\

I wish to thank you for the copy of your address entitled 
L:1W:LE.S SNESS, A. NATIONAL r.:ENACE. 

I have run across a couple more titles which I think might 
possibly be of interest to yotw Deuartment: 

(~Duck in German entitled ."lYPNOTIC E~\:PERIMENTS IN HAND
W~iTfNG. It is fairly tliffi ult to ~et an idea of these 
articles from the abstracts, out it looks to me as if it 
might be of interest on the question of forgery. This 

. particular article is abstracted in PSYCHOLJGICJ\L A!3SRACTS, ICJ 3!) 
.#5085. 

~~---· ,·i+. _lit·~--joJJ.oreno in Spanish and coming from Buenos Aires .. ent.itled 
•'<Fi"!!~.....,· - .... CIAL QUESTIONING Aim EYPNOSIS. He !!lentions there a test 

~ 
~ 
·y, .. , 
' 
~~ 

{"" .. 

hypnotism; nar.1ely, the absence of osculation of the 
ended arm which he uses as a criterion of the simulated 

hypnotic condition. Frankly it is the first time I have ever 

/) 

heard of it and I am very much inclined to doubt its validity. 
I t....... rLct. ~17~ 1ll3~-J # ~ ~. ,~. 

VI 

Cordially yours . 

~~o;-/Co-?. 

0 
G. H. Estabrooks 

., 
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In Mr. Hoover-'s absence from "\'(a shins ton, r~_ wish to 
ecknowledge receipt of your letter deted January 18; 1939, 
with reference to the article Vihich Professor G. H. Estabrooks, 
JJSychologist of Colgate University, h.ss submitted to j~~u dec.l
ing with hypnotism and crime. 

· Of cour~e v;e of the .F'BI htve endec.vored to keep 
abreast with all nev: develO.tJments in the field of criminology 
and while we have stuaied pncticaJ.ly everything thc;t hc:s 
come out in this field., nevertheless we € re um ble to sub-

. scribe to some of the the or Les v.hich he;ve b~en ~::;civ&nceo.. 
Frankly, I feel thc.:t I woula not be in e; position to ~:.dvise 
you E.s to the accuracy c.nd suitbbility of publishir.g Professor 
Estabrooks' c.rticle. I1 you desire, how~ver, I' &m sure th&t 
Mr. Hoover v,ould be very hep .. ~·y inaeed to h&ve the ~:·rticle 
reviewed in the .l:iureuu, after ~:hl<.:h the BureccU v,ou.id be in 2. 

better position to advise you in the premises, r.l though it is 
entirely p~ssible thc-.t 'v.·e would not be able to conunent upon 
the article one v.sy on &nother. 

~ith best wishes and kind re~sras, 

SinceriHy your.s, 
For the [..:..rector 

Clyde Tolson 
Assistant Director. 

J 
':) 
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~SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN 

24 West 40th Street 

New York 

, January 18, 1939 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr~ Hoover: 

We have had submitted to us for public?fion an artiG.le on 
0 hypnotism and crime, by Professor G. H. Estabrooks, psycholo

gist, of Colgate University, who is one of our frequent 
contributors. In it he makes the following statement: 
''I can assure you personally that Mr. Hoover and his associ
ates, have studied the relationship between HYpnotism and 
crime with the greatest care." 

As we are looking around for someone capable o"f offering 
us advise with regard to the acceptance and publication 
of this article we turn to you, since you ere named in ito 
We should like to ask whether you would be'willing te 
advise us about it s' accuracy, suitability, end so ono 
Would you be willing to read the article if we sent it 
to you'? 

Simply, the thing is so new to us, and strikes us as so 
astonishing (as it probably would our readers) that we• 
are a bit afraid, though perhaps without justification, 
that there is some "catch" in it. But if it is sound we 
went to publish it, since it makes good reading. W,e know 
Estabrooks personally and like him, but we also know that 

.many a good professor has his enthusiasmso 

AGI:g 

~ ., 
' .I ' 

:t· 
'-') 

'--0 
\ 
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\' 
Mr . q . Tamm ~-

r " 
.. r. TI'I!IC¥ • _./ ..... ___ _ 

iPClOif 
ob-YR'!?-79 

Dr. G. ·a. Xstabrook.s 
Placement Bur&au 
Colgate t1n1Tel"sity 
Haail ton, Mew York 

Dear Dr. listabrooks: 

I want to thank: you for continuing to bring 
to· the attention of the Bureau varioua references whicb 
you eoae a~roas ooncerning the po.e-siblli t1•1!S ot hypnotisa 
in eriae deteetloo. These are being re-&W.arl7 filed in 
the BUt-eau wll•r• th~y will be a~ailab1e for f'u:ture refer
ence it •dditienal st1J4y of thia at.zl>Ject iS made. 

' ' 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

HAMILTON, N.Y. 

February 13, 1939 

// I have just run across a reference to a very interesting article 
onOhypnotism. It is Journal of Abnormal a.ml. Social Psychology, 

I 193{1, 34, 1!4-117. The article is by L._j'{\~~<?_!lland and is entitled ' 'J ~ILL lJYPNOTI~ED P~~SONS TRY TO HARM THEMSELVES .. ~OR.- 0. THERS • .. 

Y/ - Cordialjf-;r~~· ·. -.. ~· -~,~~=·· ~ 
' c:; 'i (,._- 2t!J07t::l,-?, 

w 

REOOl.tJJ~\\]l 
& 

lNDE"KEU 

G. -yt~~~~~:~~~;q 
~-. .,_,_ fEB 14 '1939 \ 

l 11 l' o:::r ~.~/RC.i: oF Jli'JI,._.r- . ;J, ... ~'~':'' 1,~~~-~~-Y~--
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Mr. J. Ed.gar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

.........-:./· Department of Just ice 
Washington, D.C. 

,./' Dear Mr. Hoover: 

HAMILTON, N.Y. 

February 24, 1939 

. ~ wish s_;pycifically to call to your atten.tion tha. t articie by L • . W. . 
~owland,niiLL BYPHQTIZED PEOPLE TRY TO HA..~ THEIASELVES OR OTHERS in the 

January, 1939issue of th~Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology". 

It seems to me that this is the most significant contribution we have 
yet had along this line in the literature. To be quite frank with you 
I would have predicted failure because the exper~ents did expose the 
people involved to very definite danger. 

I a.m beginning to think that I have been altogether too- conservative in 
my claims. 

I have just succeeded in interesting a new~pointee to our faculty here~ 
Mr. F. K. :Berrien, instructor in psychol ~gy, in this general topic. · He is 
an excellent research man and will, I think, under my irritation perhaps 
be able to carry on a good deal of the work whiCh, unfortunately, my new 
duties rather render difficult. 

I have just been appointed Head of the Department of Psychology and 
Acting Chairman of the School of :Biological Sciences. 

w 

Cordially yours 

G. H.VEstabrooks 

RlllCORDED 
& 

INl)Ji~ 
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:istem would be invaluable adjunct 
ih investigative work. Sets forth 
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X"\ -·---------"'~--. 

'-'Mr. J. -Ed~gar-Hoover~-
F.B.I., Washington, D.C. 

:~ 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 

.RECORDED 
& 

INDEXED 
May I suggest that you lay this letter aside, 

at leisure later. It deals with a phase of inves 
far untried by police departments. I prefer, the 
you digest it when unharassed by routine duties. 

The fact that I am (and have been for many yeaP&+~8W~~~~~~ 
of a newspaper of nearly 100,000 circulation should indicate 
that I am quite sane. Yet I claim that it is possi~le (without 
leaving the room) to "shadown a person, to re-trace vents that 
have transpired at distant ynmmtuD places, and to draw,, onfessions 
from the minds of people miles away without the confessors being 
aware that they are divulging secrets. 

Periodically (in the very limited time at my disposal) I have 
conducted experiments along these lines for the past three years. 
It is upon these actual experiments that I have reached the con-

-~~~:!:~;!~:~ )--t~=~ s~: t;~;~e~~!~ 1~;1·=~~-~=~~ ·!~;:hf~l~; v~e!~~~~!~~/ 
as to be a valuable adjunct in investigation work. · 

This letter, of course, is strictly personal. !. :-------

I am asking no favor. I am merely submitting ( i~~:tB}JR~;~; ·· · . 
s it of my researches in the hope· that it may assi~t the _AWls~0of. 
j :stice. I hesitated to put these facts in wri tin untiiu!a hel:!rd93 
today' s NBC broadcast by district attorneys, after

1
. W~j~§:tb~:~;.r-d?gid~~d.:, 

that, if my experiments might assist your cause, i,~ is~d-u.tY=·t.e--:: 
-eveal them. 

The method I have used is~hypnotism BUT, after hypnotizing, it 
is necessary to lull the imagination of the subject into complete 
dormancy so that facts only are produced. Under ordinary hypnotism 
the subject may be told that there's a pink elephant in the room an 
the subject will "see" the pink elephant. By blanking the imaginati 
(and other deterrent factors) the subject (under hypnotism) will 
the existance of a pink elephant. Recently, having reduced one sub
ject to this condition..,_.I instructed him that he would immediately 

ADut<ESS ALL LETTERS TO THE PAPER 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT 

--~---awaken--if 'he- ut-ter-ed an- untruth. -I- -then deviously inveigled _ him 
into making a false statement and the subject immediately awakened. 

Here, in brief, are a few of many results I attained by this 

met:~:~Ca pt. ~Russell locked mYself and a subject (a ~oy of 19 l 
in a hotel room. Capt. Russell then circulated about for 15 minutes. 
Returning to the room he was informed by my subject (who had ''fol
lowedrt him without l:ea'\!fing the room) of everything he had done, the 
only error being that the subject said: "You entered a building 
adjoining the hotel and talked to someone for about two minutes; 
I think it was a woman because she wore a white dress." 

The fact was that Capt. Russell talked for two minutes to a bar
tender who wore a white coat and white apron. Had the boy been more 
fully developed in the work he could have "seen" more clearly. 

2.--A young married woman in Vancouver stored her furniture and 
left the city to spend two months (or more) with her mother in a 
neighboring town (125 miles away.) She had been gone eight days wh 
I was introduced to a C~_pt.}Garrard (a former intelligence man in 

___ Engl~.n<l. L_:We __ discussed hypnotism and I put him to sleep. He had 
never heard. of the -youngma rried- wOiifari- and . h~Hr never vis·i ted the 
town referred to. Under mesmerism I "sentn him to this town. He 
located the address in a couple of minutes and accurately described 
this young lady, saying she was in a bedroom upstairs and disrobing 
before a mirror (part pf a dressing table}. 

I immediately assumed that this was telepathy, and also assumed 
(as it was ? .45 p.m.) that the lady was changing clothes to go to 
the theatre. Expecting such a reply I said to the subject: "Contact 
her mind. Ask her where she's going.n After a short pause the sub
ject said, somewhat snootily: ~she says: 'I'm going back to Vancouv 

As this answer seemed ridfculous I awoke him. In 48 hours the 
returned to Vancouver and told me that (on the same night that I t 
this experiment--and an hour before the time of the experiment) she 
quarrelled with her mother, decided to lilm1Dl!bh.11til return to Vancouve 
next day, and went to bed, disrobing before the dressing table mi 

3--I asked a friend, ~ame~Amato, to go to North Vancouver, sel 
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an easily identifiable piece of bush at the junction of two roads. 
Amato was to be on the spot at 4 p.m., then return to Vancouver 
and visit a theatre at ? p.m., keeping his mind on the film in an 
effort to avoid telepathy. 

At ?.30 p.m. I hypnotised a subject (a young man) and "sent" him 
to the piece of bush referred to, giving him landmarks to guide him. 
He reached the spot (without, of course, leaving the room.) I then 
said: "Go back to 4 o'clock this afternoon.u He replied: 1JI am there; 
it is 4 o'clock." He then described .Amato, said he dug a hole on 
the north side ~fa tree (giving type of tree and distance from road); 
tore three strips of' bark perpendicularly off another tree (giving 
type of tree, south side, etc.); tied a rag around the lower branch 
of another tree (with details of tree); buried a tin can (location 
of burial given), etc. He also draw a map. 

I later contacted Amata who gave me a written statement of his 
actions. They tallied with the statement given by this subject ex
cept that the "rag" was a handkerchief. The subject also stated 
that wmmmm the hole dug by Amato was filled with water. Amato said 
no water seeped into the hole when he dug it.·We- visited the spot and 
found it full of water. And so forth. 

4.--Discussing the subject with a member of parliament he said: 
"You have never been in my home. Here's the address. See if you can 
describe the interior of my house tomorrow·." Next day I gave him 
sufficient information that thoroughly convinced him, such as: nThere 
are three watermarks on the ceiling of the front room; the chesterfie 
runs diagonally towards the front window; the toilet upstairs is sep
frate from the bathroom; there is also a toilet in the basement; the 
are two long strips of glass down the side of the inner front door; 
at 5 o'clock your wife was in the kitchen preparing dinner, etc. etc. 
(The subject I used for this test was a poor one.) 

These are random results of many, but sufficient to indicate the 
possibilities if one had time to select proper subjects and time to 
develop them. I have not the time, sometimes letting three months 
elapse before I have an opportunity o~ renewing the experimen~s. 
However, if you are interested, shall be glad to outline the process 
more fully or answer any questions. 1 

· Yours· faithfully 

~~~~~~~~~~k 
RESs ALL LETTERS ro rHE PAPER ST~ ~ {Nevls ~d it 



i,: ·\ .\ •· •'1,. ... . ~ ; ... .... 

. EPO:EG 
..Q@" SJU!44!!i 6 

Doc~or o. !T. l( a,~tbrooks 
Colgate Un1Yero1ty 
Ran1lion, New York 

Dear Doctor katabrooka: 

April 28, 1939 

Tl1ank you tor your letter ot 

-

April BO, 19~9. 1 will ~.ve the 1ntor-.t1on 
eone&rni~ regrea•1oa by ~e or hJpao,1e auggea~ion 
re~a1na4 in ,b. Bureau'• file Oft ihis gen•ral 
eubjec., tor poaaible ru,ure reternr:tr 111 tlt.h 
eo11neeUoa. I a lllttldng a no'e ot •he work ot 
Mr. o. R. Hoppw 1a ~is sae til•· 

Let • e.ga1n thank you tor keeping rH 
adv1••d in these ~atters. 

'' 

. ...,.. ,-



~ 
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~:. J. Edgar HooYer 
Federal B~eau ot Investigation 
Department ot Juat1oe 
Wa_shingtoj":\• Dllc. 

•~11 ao, 1939 

Just anot\ler idea whl9b I; rrankl7 · cannot evalv,ate myselt • I· 
have been ~f)rY much interested of !ate in certain work done by 
the Ru.•aian ···aDd .Bt't~»nch -P"TobOlog1ata. 

• I ~·' - •·; 

Tb1a work rune al<mg_ ttbe line of cau.a1bg a regHsaion by means 
or hypnotic au8ge1ttcm.. In othel' worda, the7 auggest to the , 

·; su\)ject that be· is now ten yeare ~old, or ••v•n. or four. They 
~~n t eat th ia level t>t intell1g••c• bJ mean• of' t-•oogn1ted in
telligence tttste and·t~ be quit• trank Hetilte are surprisingly 
accurate. Much 11ore &o than I would bave auapected. 

-.... ...._ ___ ,...: 

-....... .. 

Tbia leada to the f'ttt-ther thought tlla• tbia Hgreaeion may be 
really genuine. Pel'haPtl it woula be :oo•sible to suggest a re• 
greaaion to entan07• I have a$4n two ·br three examples in whiob. 
the :results ot such a suggestion were pl'etty convincing. One 
might tollow tbia ·with the sugge.a·t1on that th• 1ndiv.1dual gr~ 
up w1 th a dittet-ent baok~ou.nd1 ••Y• a At·t1n1 te d1•llke for o:rim• 
or a definite dislike tor the Germaili~•om• such -toing. such a 
round-about attack would require long . ..,,._. to be" s~e._ ~.ran a true 
auggeation without first getting tb1e p._greaaton ~ on the 
other hand, ll!.igbt poal1bly juatit7 the ti.JM exJ),ended. 

I· simply throw thie out as an idea. 11hiob may or ma:y not have 
value • Frankly :t am not very muoh C)nY1noe4 tb•t it b•s myaelt 
but then 1 bav• practically nothing on whiob t~t paee fff1 opinion. 
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Ua7 6, 1939 

Dr. G. B. lletabl'O&k• 
·Deparbent ot .Parchology 
Colga\e Un1'fe•t•r 
Hamil ton. llaw Yol'k 

Jq dear Dr. Betabrooke: 
~~ I 

Tb.ank ,ou tor rour letter ot May 1, 1939. U 
either Dr. Br1~kaoa or Pro:teaeor Welle eoaducta further 
exper1aeatat1on tnto th1a tteld I woul.cl be oyery pleased 
'to hear the resul\a tbeJ'eof. 

1f1tJa beat w1•lea, I reaa1D 

S1neerelr roura, 
' 

'' 

lr;··~l.: i''l" •• ' ' 1\t 
I~..,''' I>'"'' 

' ' · ' " "<.'(..~ 

' Si. TWN 
1 .. 
: 

;, , / .. ·· I • 

. ,· 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

May 1, 1939 

·Now I think I am really making progress. In other V'lords, I 
appear to have stirred up soi_ewhat of a battle within the ranks 
of the profession. Dr. M. F Erickson, State Hospital, Eloise, 
l.lic~an, takes violent exce ion toY.Rowlan£~~ recent article 
in the)(,Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology, and I am back
ing Rowland. rri knO~l].Y'£'fii"ng about Erickson, he will immediate 
ly start experiments to prove Rowland's contention. 

I have also succeeded in interesting another individual, whose 
I wish you would note. Three years ago Professor w. R. Vfells left 
Syracuse University because of a retrenchment of funds. He has 
now been recalled and has taken up his old position on the staff. 

Wells is in my opinion one of our best authorities on hypnotism, 
being the author of several works on so-called waking hypnotism. 
He is a great chap for experiments and is certainly not afraid of 
the novel. 

We had a Psychological Conference at Cornell the other night, and 
I was able to talk at length with Profess0r Wells, who has returne 
from a semester at Harvard where he has been observing the work of 
White and Murray. He expressed himself as very definitely interes 
ed in one or two problems which I suggested, and I have no doubt 
that he will succeed in getting far more work done than I could 
hope to accomplish with my administrative duties. 

I do wish you would note him as another very useful possibility 
case you ever need some people for any project. 

J) b6 

b7C 

·cordially yours 

\'--W 
;/ 

G. H. Estabrooks 

// 1\c .,f''' ._-/' !' J 
/! "' 

~ 
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Pr{>fessor Vi. R. l.l'ella 
Departmont or Psychology 
f'·yraouse Un1T•raitJ 
fyracus.,, N•w York 

Dear Wells: 

May 1, 1939 

It wae c .. t-.ta1n17 a .Pl•asure to se't you once again at Corn&ll and 
above·all to note ho• well you seem to have taken tbis whole matter 
of diaplaoement and ,.placement. 

l!'bere ar&, \.one or two points. in this ma.tter, ot.··tbe appltco.tion of 
hypnot1am ~-··~~'~ whioll ~-r• particula.rl'' in need of further in• 
vast1gnt1on• Fr..art'kly. t dontt·· ee., tbat th•y oan be proven fot> proot 
would involve orud.nal behavior .. On. somebody'• part:~ and. that 1s 1 
of course #c out or t~ question. ·~ 4>n the other hand, I think we can 
approximate an an•Wf• and aay th•~ the 1mpl1eat1ona point in auob 
nncl ~uch fl d1r'eet1ort.., 

·I 

As I told J'OU at Corn•ll .Er1elnaan e~na1ea grave doubt on tbe 
following two points, whiob::. j.n Dtf' ~n1on .-. or outstanding im• · 
portanoe to tb1s phase or the prefJl._.._ P1rst, can we remove all 
Jcno'flledge troa th• 1nd1v.1dual i!lat he '-~• •••r been hJPnot1zed.t 
~·T.y own experiments would seem· ·to indio•~• that this is poseible
in :fact relatively •••7• Er1~on point• out that under any real 
emotional streaa, auab aa that ~ch M1g~t be assoc~ted with the 
third degree~' the :roraer aeance W.'tlld be 'Ncalled •Q/h1s memor,-. 
Perhaps b$ is right but I see no pbtl.a1ble way: o.f<PJ'bving it beyond 
·taking certain ev1denc•• as we can amas~&,. I.t J:dlJ.-"'ot.m contribute 
anything OJ". this poir.t 1 it would be mC>at -he-lpful;-. 

~eoond., I':rtckaon. expreases very grave doub't th$.t an individual 
could be rendered unaueoeptible to hJPno•1• bf. ~tber people. Here, 

· again, my experience S$Olna ·to indicate 'hat by auggest:lon in the · 
Jlypnot1o state it 1a quite poasi'bl4t to rendeJ- ~· eubjeat s.baolutelJ 
immune to eU~ge8t1ons fpo• other ptcple 1 o•rtainly that of being 
th~own into the tPanee. On the other hand, wbat would happen 
under emotional •tress I don't know. 

It seems to me tbnt the or~ uf the matter b1nges 1 on these two 
questions rather than on Rbw~~ contention in a lotte~ to me that 
none of his subjects oould be fooled into oOJnm.itting murder or 
into orimine.l aote. I am quite oon•ineed he 1a wron,~ here as 
Rov1land' a experiments show and as indeed m,- ovm have demonstrated 
many times. 

Whether or not, however, having committed this criminal aot or, 
shall we say, having been tooled into ao·doing b7 hie grea.t truat 
~the integrity ot the operator, 1t ia·then possible to remove 

. ~IIJS DJ!:S'l"Jlf)l"ED / ./ ~. 
Baocr .,. 
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.; . 

all la'lo-wied;~ e of •••r having been hypnotized and. render it 
:J.rnpossible· for anyone to hypnotize him in the future is 
diffor•nt. t • •• 

I a'U morally o•rta1n that 1 t can be done, but I am equally 
conv1noed that . t)le only definite &Mwer could be obtained 

_by a.otu.ally b.e.-.lng som.,cme rend•:r himeel.t v•ry liable to the 
eyes of t~ law. ·. 

If you· ~an think thi• tbing out in your spare time and con• 
trioute anaxperiment · ~r two, I would be most grateful • 

• 1 • .. . 

• 
·.,, . 

,· . 
' ' 
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lit. Tolson 

I 

Mr. E. A. T•mm -~--. . 

Mr. Clesa ,.,.. _______ _ 

Mr. Coffey -··••••-• ... 

Mr. Crowl ------····-· 

Mr. ~gan -------------
Mr. F'oxworth 

Mr. HartJe 

Mr. Lester •·-•••••••-· 

Mr. Mcintire 

Mr. Nichol• 

Mr. Q. Tamm . ... ____ ... __ .. 

I 

Mr. Tracy -- - ---------

Miss Gandr ·---------

Dr. G. H. lstabroolr:a 
· Colgate Un1vera1ty 
H&lliltoo, New York 

· Dear Dr. .Ia tab rook&& 

June l, 1939. 

!hank you for 1our l•tter ot Mq 221 1939. 
I am looldnc forward to raoeiT1nc a oopJ er Dr. ~ . ' 
lrick1on' a aenueript when it is ,PW>lllhed. 

' 

Sincerel)' '30urs, 

'' 

i""" 
COM.~UNIG~nn";;$' srr.'f7:T'' .~ 

,.,.,.,~,.e, 

JUt.J 1 - 1939 
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PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 

0 Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

COLGATE UNIVERSITYr. 
HAMILTON, N. V, 

May 22, 1939 

I enclose two copies of a letter I am sending to Dr. M.HtRrickson, 
Eloise State Hospital, Eloise, Michigan. He has just subbitted to 
me a manuscript listing 31 oases or, shall we say, unethical 
suggestions to various people. All his results are at sharp 
variance with those of Rowland. As soon as he publishes this, I 
will take care that you either get a reprint or_,. l!b_~t"''" ·I- - · · · 

tell you where the article =~~;s· & nmBXED ~ ~-~ -:3<J919-: .. f5 
:E8ordially yc~-~- . , ..... w:·. 1 r. ·: · iri',;:~;-· · ~ .~~'IUN 

~ .:~JLl:r ~ .. ...;...,.~: · · ..•. '-l : .. : ' '~; _( ..... }l'. . • 
1 

-" ~ ...,._ '"- / : h\f -Ft)~ :L' -'i. ' 
~'\....'· .,V•j ""l'\t '· ... '0 ...... •IJ.w u-

~, u 4.'1 ~ _!_0 ~ -p-, I r.' .. V) :I J '-. 

' 0 j ' . • 

G. H.

1
~:c~~,:: · ,!i{:~· l'J~i· c :~ s~ w 

enc. 
.! ~ I 

I 

(.(j I 
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Dr. M. H. H.r1okaon 
State Hoap1ial · 
Ti!ld.H; :: iohS«an 

Denr t~r1okaont 

~~-~ 22. 1939 

! am ·Nburn1ng your -.naor1pt. !be work 11 •••11y the moat a1gnl• · 
t1oant tbat baa been 4oae 1n thi• :t1•14. ln •1 op1n!.on ~.1 ahoul4 
write it up nota.- .. " 1a without ·~tting rouraelt too. t•• •• 
to. tbe a1gn1t1•&110e ot' t':acta • In -other wo:r«a 1 I would get a good 

· strox~ anobo.J' '"' to 1•-.a• I baYe a nrr atrong auap1o1on that 
marq or tM:••· re1ulta an really eoatingent on the peraonality ot 
t11e operatott• 

For ex~~mple, '.·l · .. •ourt~. . oont..-t ve,.,.. a.. f1nltel7 1f'1tb .tho•• ot Rn. 1. and. · 
Another ·~ .!'"~' to mo:·· --17 • the reaul ta on tbe ergograpb . 
obtained b7. 111 ........ 1114 ~· 'ftll.._.. t tb1nk I ba\te tba two :r1~ht. 
The sharp oon-..t obk1M4 b7 tbtft'·bo 11rftst1gatora it aeeme to 
me, H.n pPo'bably beat be explained • the baa1a ot mot1Yat1on. S1d1a, 
I reoell, malDta tb1a •••rnt1on 1D •• ot h1a boob, pointing cu.' · 
that 1ritb tbe ._. •ubj••• he •oulcl •Main Wl'J' ~•rent degreea ot 
aoqu1eaoen .. •nl7 bJ' -.nging bla, ... \f4 V01M• 

Of' cour•• a• 1 ltaft r4tpea~ly pOlDHcl eut: t~ ·my sul)4r1or11 Dr. Cutt•t 
the teohtilque 7ou uae S.a abow ill t~• tbe t•ohniqu.e I would aYo14 
1n the part1oulal" 1r1pe ot orbtinal ~ailon in wbicb. you happen to · 
be moat 1nt.,..at.4. Wben teN ~ 1ilto d~t oont11ct witb the will 
ot tbe aubJeot I would alwaya ·~• lbat Hotlulte would be :more or 
leas. l1ke yaup owa. Pol' that reaaon I wa.a .-..h aurpr1aed with Row• 
land• • exper~nta. Frankl1 I WOQ.ld hve •»18cte4 b1a,,e:ttb.Seota 
either to ban a•U.ntd. illne41atel7 w .. ,.··tiaft beha,...cl.l'lore lib your 
own. nut t'aota at-e taota. I will be .Uob 1nterestod.tto aee h1a 
further work. · · · y 

/.f'J' entire oont.ntion 1s that 1t P!'OJ)W raPI>OI"t t~ ••tabl1abed1 then 
, at leaat • certain number ot aubjecta ou-11W8ll:t ·be tooled into 

commit tine; • opiM. Prov14ed the aubJeot 1• quit• • oonv1nee4 that you 
meal'l. no b&l'm and tbat pu are ua1ng him. MNlT to 4tmonetl"ate a ~int 
t~n my ow inadequate exper:1mental work woulc!l .... to 1nd1oate tbat 
be would put :rake poS.aon into 11'1 oottee, would torge a check 'Wb1ob be 
knew Ina going to. kar up 1~1ately, or would snap s. ~••1"• · 
load•d w1th d~ afta~Un1tion at 81\ 1n41v14ua1, It Deems to ;ne that 
the auco.a·a ot wob experiment a •• tho" I bave juat1 mentioned depend 
entlrel7 on the attitude or tbe eubJeet '-Owar4a the operator. Frankl' 
I have neYer tr"1e4 · tbe aort or tbtng you · augeat beoauae or a certaba 
tenderness ot m1n4 on my own part. I do eye~Jthing po1aible to avo14 
oom.1ng 1nto oonf'liot with the will ot tbe aubject but to persuade 
hitn that be is taking part .in a Yery interesting little e.xl)eriment 
wh1oh baa nQ pa~t1oular aign1t1canoe and wh1ob be la doing more or 
lass as a .tavor to ~selt' • , · 

CoPIES l>I:ST&OY&o 
sa ocr 7 1964 ··~ 
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Can ,-ou auggoat an,- ••T in wb1cb 1t would be poea1ble to obeok turtbe.r 
on thin MtteJt ot rerder1ng the subJect ~ to h)'Pnot1• bJ anotbeJI 
operator or bJ baTing any know1~e ot o•er ba•~i be$n bypnotts•4t 
It ae~ms to me tbat tbose two pointe are .rath•r eruo1el. .. 

T.a.ke tw example Rowland' • work, !the aub3eot quite tnt1dent1:r •• 
t.:illing to tbrpw: au.lturic aoid in· hie f'•••• It be had tbrown tbe 
t*l••• aa well,. I only hope the 1nv1a1ble glaes 'IOuld. bave protecte4 
the" ope.-ator • . DPaated th1a muob r~:r tbe aake of argument., althO'Uih 
you ma,- not g!P.,.t tb1a wob, would Rowland nn have been. able to 
oo:m11t tbe peli-tt.ot crt. by tbe oOWP•UP •tboda :t have augge•tt4t 

i oe.rta1n1y ~~~~· to~.t•• 1a•ue on a .J'o1nt '-1ke. th1• with 70UI'••lt~ 
It 1a the tntr Of •z.per~at wb lob I u part 1oula!'lf lmqulll1tS..d to 
carry out._··! a11 not~ ~11•4 enouala. I don't think we oan r•al17 
anawel" t~- q\14a•t ion l&at 11 " are allow4 to eptr& te undet- war oon-
d1 tiona where1n no~1 a aka Q.'ft atioq • but pel'bap• we oo:uld app:rox11lat 
an anPer. 

I 

. onoe a.ga1n allow • to'•ONP&tulate you. on tb• work. Had I attempted. 
thia ! woulct .... wu17 't* .. ·itl. th• tit~-. I tate l:l .. p1tal •T••lt at thia 
pa:ttiou.lar- m.-nt. Oft tbt. -otbW -...·I 110Ul.4ft't oomm1t J17aelt too 
tar When I w:r1t• up ~••nl.t•• ... , a l~ of "'"•v o~r&-.. jUIO 1n 
ca••• · · 

'' 

:rath :yo~ perd•a1on '.t am aerid1ng a OOP'J" ot thla letter to Ml". Hoov••~ 
s inoe I am anxioua that be .,. all aide_l ot the qt»at1on .t!l•4 1n 
his ottio•• ·~ " 

'+., ·-.. .... ~ 

' 
- ... , ... ~. 

~1ally ,.o.;, ~ ~-' . 
. I 

\\ 
I .. 
I 



• COLGATE UNIVERSITY • 
HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

June 19, 1939 

'f'-, .. ' 
_,_,... · • Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
VJashington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am a little afraid you will feel that abnormal psychology has finally 
gone to my head when you read this. Please do realize that I don't take 

' "'-,~ myself too seriously with this particular proposition. I merely submit 
it for what it is worth. Your knowledge of the actual situation will 

~ decide whether it is worth anything or absolutely nothing. I suspect it 
is the latter. 

You probabl recall the details of the experiment b Rowland in the January 
issue of the ournal of Abnormal and Social Psycholo y. Startling sort of 
thing wherein using Invisible glass, he demonstrated that the subject would 
reach for an gry rattle snake or would throw sulphuric acid in the experi
menter's face. Evidently an uncontrolled impulse which he simply cannot re
sist. Frankly I would not have thought it possible had not an experimenter 
of Rowland's.ability obtained such results. 

Now for a little melodrama •. An American, a British, and a French submarine 
have all come to grief in the last two months. From the purely experimental 
point of view I see no reason why a high grade hypnotic subject, acting on 
the basis of a post-hypnotic suggestion, might not have tampered with some 
of the very delicate contrivances necessary to the proper functioning of the 
submarine. To be sure, he would have killed himself in the process, but Row
land's subject was perfectly willing to reach for that rattle snake. 

Please don't think that I take this subject too seriously, but, if there 
could be any basis of fact in it, and I see no reason why it is impossible, 
then obviously the further implications are pretty serious. If a man could 
do this with a submarine, he might do the same with a battle ship. 

Cordially yours 

w G. ~stabrook~ 

/ 

~~b·~~~-----·~-~-~~~~~~~-r 
' rEGEBt~~ tr~-~ci\{1 Of IN·V·iS>liGt-.-riO'~ 

JUN 21 193g 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
~Tashington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

• COLGATE UNIVERSITY 
HAMILTON, N.Y. ·-

June 2?, 1939 

On second thoueht, 1.Ii th your perrn.ission, I will follotr un my former letter with 
a more Cietailed analysis of the situation. Of course, rdo not for one r1.oment 
imae;iu.e this is what happened to the three submarines, but it is something nhicb. 
)Jj<:;ht very easily have happened. 

In my fermer notes I have pointed out the fact that it is very easy to introduce 
hypnosis by a discuised method, ~-:orking under the front of the psycho-ralvanic 
reflex cr a.'\7 othGr piece of !JSycholocical a:!)paratuc. ""·~"ct'.r m-m lie detector nould 
sh~e the V!)ry best possible smoke screen behind r:rhich to carr:,r 0::1. It is then 
ver~r easy to re:~ove all knowledt;e of ever havinc; been hy-pnotized and rna::-e it i:m
po:ssitl;:; for anyone else to hypnotize that particular suujec·t. 

~~w·', let us suppose that I have :::;uch a subject a:J.d 1narl: you thsy c.re very easy to 
t;et. 'I'he rate 5.s about one in five of the average population, and hy;::;notis.-c is 
c.b.iJ.r1i~3hly simple in th3 ha..'1ds of an expert, so ~c··e will suppo~~o tlill.'l'i ':TG hs.ve m;}r 

.. ~ubject._ In this case it -v.ras an b:tnerican seahan. -

I -'(ihen inpress upon him that he is aidint:; .11e in some very il'li>O:rtant experi:.len-'Gs 
for the Intellic;ence Depa1·tr:.ent and thr::.t I need his fullost cooperation. I nould 
further expla::l.n that I aL•l tryinc; to impress upon you folks the real danger vrhich 
HJ.ic;ht arise from hypnotism in warfa:re and that his cooperation will be absolutely 
necessa:cy in the experiment which I am novr about to propose. 

\..J) 
'--.L ... --~-~,Jt 

~ 
~ I then tall him in the post-hypnotic suggestion ths·i; fou:c minutes after the sub
~ uarine su.br,lere;es on June 1 he vJi.ll suddenly have an irresistable i:.roulse to thro-n 

$vri tch A. I Rnow nothine about submarines but Svri tch A THill of course be something 
nhich v,rill pr·oduce a serious accident. 

J 
{ 

D'"'· 
I have my assistant present and ex-plain to him that of course I am no fool. 31'Ji tch .A 
will have been disconnected, shnrt circuited, orsomethine;, so that nhe.n he does 
throw Switch A nothing v:hatave:r :nill happen. He is simply demonstrating an experi-
ment. It vlill be actuated by t1Je mcst rs.t;:ri.oti.c1 of impulses,s!lV~l!---4~ .. :tJJ-l'.91l§._tll~.-.-~ .•... ,_..-.., 

Switch b question. Rl1JCO:aDEDtJ.illll'fl!' ' {?Z,39f. a-}5 
Under these cir~umstances I a:m. 9-uite convinc~d that the subje<:7~i~~h.;~1ga~.;~a.i,?i/ :·.,-! 
the operator vrh1.ch seems to go 1.n the hypnot1.c state Yrould do JU!:liti!:as·:J.:-suggested • . !: ! 

.At any rate, I nould certainly not like to be aboard the submarine i~ti<t~esJBm~93:~ : 

Once again don't take me too seriously. I don't for one moment!~~~n~-~his is , . ~ 

hon it hrm-oened i;mt I am quite conv;i.nced that. this js han. it m1eht41!3:v~=fial.YOe~and 
maybe somebody vnll be clever enoug.n to play JUSt that :!1r1ck on somethmg mor~} 

importan·l; than a submarine. . -~--·--- ---~' ~ . . _ 

ft
"'?. 

;f' . 
w 

Cordially yours 

0. 
~~oo/c.o . . -----

G. H. ~stab:rooks 
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.. ~~··'1"''·~· .~ 
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EPC:ON 
62-39979-· 

J)r 11 G • II~ laut>J!'OOU 
flaoaent BUl"e&U 
Colp.te Univ•J'ait7 
H..Uton, JI·H JOI'!t 

Del.:' Jlr. Ja .. -reok8l 

J\Jl.y 1.2, 1939 • 

Pe·m t. • 'tie ac&newleclp reoe1pt ot JOWl' 
letter• or, .. 19tk aa4 2'7\h and 1'4.1 6th, l9J9. 
I reJ,d •l'* ..-.'\ blterest '\he hJpet•Ni• which ·7ou ... 
put tor\h eoo·e:Wl:lins the aiJ;l.klul or aubMI'in... 1 
realiee, o£ e..wrae1 that. you •• ea1.1 -.••'Uni 
\hiftp tb&\ ..W.d ogpeei¥ably u-., •• .,_ ~· baa1a 
ef ;rov _,..J".,.._'\1 • \he -.wlMat"'olil of otbera 
-.nd that .you. •• aet llllll••tUJ.c 1bat aua a ai. tua tion 
actuall1 d.i4 dewt iD M'f ot tb.a i'eeent ltllbiiAl"ine 
diHa-.•re. 

. I apreoi.a-M 7our in\•:rNt. in fG~"Wal'liifig 
these taeeP!. .. 'M • aa« T<l?l!l l .a...,. ..,.. ....... 
re~ P f';LJ.e fti: poa·aibJ.e fUtve Fef-.-e• in 
ecumeeti.oa 'IJ4.\h \ll>e 1-m•ral. fthjeet. utttll" e·f h7pnotiaa. 

Binoer~ y~ura1 

-COMMUN\C~T\ONS SECTION 

tv\ AILED * , JUL 1 2 1939 * 



• COLGATE UNIVERSITY • !· HAMILTON, N, Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

1
- Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington., D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

RFXXJRDE!lJta~ :Mttf -:.!_~ 
I FEDERAL BUREAU Of n.~sTISATKJ;~ 

JUL 10 193~ 

U. S. ltEPAim\i~T OF JJSTICE 

Please pardon this further imposition on your good nature, but I 
find in my own work it is very useful to review the possibilities 
of the situation. I still don't take this submarine situation 
seriously but would like to sketch briefly a possible set-up for 
such a case. 

0 As I pointed out before, hypnotism can be easily induced by means 
of a disguised technique. In other words, it is quite possible 
for a good hypnotist to hypnotize a reasonably good subject with
out causing the least suspicion as to what is happening. Here, of 
course, we would work behind the front of such an instrument as 
a lie detector. 

-It -is then very easy to remove all knowledge ·of ever having been 
hypnotized and it is also easy to render it impossible for anyone 
to hypnotize the subject in the future. This gives a very interest
ing set-up. For example, by use of certain post-hypnotic signs, it 
is quite possible to hypnotize an individual while be is sitting 
opposite you at the table, the process taking about two seconds. 
Then you can talk to him for 10 minutes, wake him up, and be has no 
knowledge of ever having been hypnotized. Besides that he has no 
interest whatever in hypnotism and should anyone else try the same 
game, he would be more difficult to handle than a brand new subject 
who is quite insusceptible to the trance. 

All this I have outlined before and simply reiterate it to refresh 
your memory. 

Now, returning to the melodramatic side, it would be very simple for~ 
say, myself, working in any one of your hospitals, to secure half a 
dozen subjects without you or anyone else being any the wiser. Then 
it would be a simple matter to direct their interests to the sub
marine service or any other branch of the navy. After· this, I am 
quite convinced that criminal action could be obtained, merely by 
the process I outlined in my last letter. 

I am serious to the exten~ that I am quite convinced the Whole thing 
is possible, but I don 1 t imagine for one moment it ever occurred or 
ever will occur. 

Cordially yours 

w 
~o-Ctoc;L. 

G. HPEstabrook;' 
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.,. Totaoft _ _____.... 

••• Nathtoll ___._ __ 

Mr· E. A. Tamm 
i 
Mr. ctesa ___ _ 

Mr. COlley ----·-

Mr. crow•--

Mr.Eaan ___ 

Mr. Foxworth __ 

......... ---
Mr. Lester __ _ 

Mr. Mcintire 

Mr. NJchots 

Mr. Traq 

Miss Gand)l 

--------------------

WGB:MTG:ON 
62-39979-87 

· Dr. G. H. ll.ttt.brooka 
Oolpte Vnj.Yftl"•Ltr 

. H..U ton, liM York 

Dear :Dr. l•ta'brookac 

Tb_. 70\1. ..,_, IRleh torr .~our le~ter of l\ll7 
u, 19391 14¥le~l ... ql a reprint •titl-ed rtpayoho
Pby.U.ole.ei.-1 S..eiHM hlle.fi•t htaf\ll. l ·t1&l.1 tJn~~r 
H:vtmeiit;e ~Ilia ONt.,\IMi Wta laa A.Wl:aM'tb•·ria and. 
loif'8•U. aae._. a&a 7fK\ r•••l.•llfl Ina Jb. Wph l\. 
BJl'011A,. ,_...__., WW t•YH JW4A.a IMl• hn'iea, 
u4tlr. '~"-•• b.,.a... '"' Aldlt118at. lh.w..-, Vait4t4 
Bta'tiea r•J..ta IM:ltt& ~"• 

X • pi.Millt iihi• inle:Na~om 1lt.. the fUea o! 
the lh:JrH6 ~"•'~' 1'1atowe v•l•ase. ' 

' ' 

I COM;r.u;~lCAiiONS SECTION 

I· M~ILED 
I ... ( * ~UL 2 4 1939 * 
t 

' i'>.M. 
FEDER~l ilUI!fAU UF INVEST!fiATION. 

U, S, ClEI'ARTMOn Of IUS liCE 

\ 
\~,1\ 
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\ \···· .. 
. 1 • 

._/ \~ 

' 



PLACEMENT BUREAU 

• COLGATE UNIVERSITY • HAMILTON, N.Y. 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
1ederal :Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. · C • 

Dear Mr. Hoover& 

Jul7 14, 1939· 

It occurs to me that you would~e 'interested in the 
following two men:- Mr_. __ :g~P!t .. ~-~ .. rown, Psychologist, 

\ Jn1 ted States Public Health Se ce, ·and Mr. Victor H. 
~&~. Past Assistant Surgeon, United States~ ~b'iie. 

Health Service. I have just rec~ved a very interest
ing reprint from them, enti tled~sycho-Phtsiological 
Reactions Following Painful Stimuli-Under Hypnotic·-·- · 
Analges!&''Oontre.Sted With Gas 'A'na.esthesia and Novo
cain :Siloclt ·" The work seems to be very well done and 
the points are well drawn. 

Most cor~ally yours, 

!1 .. 
G. H. ·Estabrooks. 

GHE:J 



.• ::::. ;; 

Mr. Tol.on ----

Mr. Nathan ___,J --::--
Mr. E. A. "hiiiM 

Mr. Clell -----

Mr. Coftev -----

Mr.Crowr __ 

Mr. Epn -------

Mr. roxwortll __ _ 

Mr. Olavln __ _ 

Mr. Harbo __ _ 

Mr.Leoter __ _ 

Mr. Mcintire __ 

Mr. NichOll··---

Mr. Q. Tamm ~----- ... 

Mr. Trac)' -------

MISS Gand~ ·--•••-

'WGB:ON 
62-39979-88 

nr. G. He lttt&roota 
Colsate Univ~.ttr 
H..U tea, ifew Ion 

!haM you for 1our latter of lul:f 28• 19.391 
adYisi-. •• ot th• u\1-Gl.e by Obel"'lan ec1Utled "The 
lftset em the ...... Jaq'tlall or IUJ.d .Utective 3~atfihi• 
whiGh ia r•¥1ne4 in tn. 1-. 1939 i••ue ot P.,-choloaical 
.AP•traeu. 

1'k1 .. 1ntoru.t.iot~ 11 bei.na pl&eed ia our ru •• 
'to:r h•• Pel•••o• uKl I tti.a t,q, .. , .... ~q appreciation 
for 7CV 1attWHt hl ten_.n, it w ••• 

SJ.ncenl,- 70\We, 

' ' 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

MAfLED 

l* I 
I 

\ 

P.UG - :j iS39 * 



' ' 
• • COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N.Y. 

SCHOOL OF BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

Mr. J • Edgar Hoover • 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C • 

July 28, 1939. 

Dear llr. lloover • J · · 
l note an article by\bbermann, entitled. ·~~~ff•ct 

--- n the Berger Rhythm of Mild Affective S.te.tes, • reviewed 
s CiiOlo ·a-n-Aostracts. June 1939. 

Apparently, he feels that it can be used somewhat as a 
lie detector. On the other_ hand. the ap:parat"!lB is a 
pretty complicated one and by no means as convenient tor 
use as the regular apparatus you now use. l thought you 
might be interested. 

GHE:J 

Most cordially yours, 

~~~~/v,. 
(} 

G. H. Estabrooks. 

~~!~~~ 
JUL 31 193'9 

_;u. s;. D~ __ fit~}ey1t.O!~- JOsn~r: 
~-=--... ~~~-;._·-~.," 



~·""'"-"""'... l~'~i, 

t '. ~"- ~~· h•n>. ·· ··· .... j 
: ,•, ;:. · .~,\.( ~htw,, o •o• ,,poo• ~ 
' . . 
: ~t:· . S. A .. Tnm·iL .... · 
: ' 
1 'Sr. Clc1!1':" . . ... 1 • -.:· . 

t ;.J.:. c;;urr,-,y .. . . .. .. . . . · 

t J{x.l. B.;.~nn - - - · -- - ----

t: ~t(r. Glavin-- - ------- 

' f ~lr. Crowl.. : ...... .. 

! Nic. Ha!·bo .... ..... .. 
I i ?.Ir. Lester ........ .. . 

~ .i'tl·r. Lawlor - ---~ - ----

}lllr. Nichols .. .. . ... .. 

I .Mr. Rosen .......... . 

I Mr. Scars .... .. . .... . 

t Mr. Quinn T a mm .. .. 
~-i 1\ir. Tracy .......... .. 

c :-nos Ga•>P.Y- .... .... . 

[; ..... . ............ .... .. 
L-~.....,.._.,.~_,~ 

WC:NVID 
bi-)9979-89 

Auguat 17, 1939 

Dr. o. H. zatabrooklt 
Plac8111Clt Bur•u 
Co)&ata Urli.....,..it;r 
Jtailton, ...., fork 

UpcG rq re\wft to ~h• city yow ~ 
letter ot .l11P-' 2, 19)9, •• call_. to ,. at.ten
tion and I wiidl to acknow'l.edp it. 

· It ... -..ey ~bttul. ot Tv\1 to ad"riee 
me reprdiDg tbe ~ Luria tectmqu tor 
d.itOoN&"iai~ ·b~ oap~, and )"o\l M.7 0. INI"e 
\bat. tl'l• ·1n1'0ftlllt.1on will be r•t.a1ned in the FBI 
.files. · · 1 

'' Sinc~ely yours, 

• 
COMMUNICATION~~N'" 

MAl~~ 
· * AUG 1 7 1939 * 

""·""· F£0£1\At IWI!F.AU 1Jf lHVfSfliUTIO'I 

lJ • S.. OtPAIII MHIT (II h1~1t(. j 

.. ' 

--r·· 



PLACEMENT BUREAU 

I/Ir. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 

,, 
COLGATE UNIVERSITY 

HAMILTON, N.Y. • 
August 2, 1939 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear I/ r. Hoover: 

The so-call~ria 
~,, 

Just another lead which might possibly be of interest. 
t~ch~ique for discovering hidden complexes is receiving a considerable mnount 
oT ''Pubiicity these d~.~· A very excellent adaptation of this apparatus has 
been used by Dr. M. Hl{:I:rickson, Eloise State Hospi tal,.Eloise, Michigan. 

Results seem to be very good but frankly I would think it a much more clumsy 
piece of appara tus than the lie detector which you folks us~-· -~ -~--~~-......... 

RECORDED & 'fld t /_ Q.OO ?4'--- ----···:--
Cordially yours : -~ ~---~-'-1__ _ _/ _- 31,.-

rYv ~ ~o..L.~ k f ·:._ ,p! ._.. ··: . • --~ - ~~ 
C1q_, ~\~ ; ,'' If.' H.

0
Estabrooks AJ& ' ., .. ; 

\) I' -!_~_ :.-~pqt:~J(''': ~~~- . .-
. -~·-· l-)Y ~-

·--.\.1~·~-..... -. _. __ :~>.,'"-.;.~)~-- . ~ · ... ,, ·-- ' 

w 



.... T•~-~-

..... Ntltflall ---

Mr.c••••---
llr. Ladd ___ ' ·-"' 

Mr. ~etter __ _ 

Mr.I!Pn ___ _ 

11121'. eua•ln . __ _ 

Mr. crvwt __ _ 

/ Mr. Hartle __ _ 

Mr. L .. ter __ _ 

Mr. Mendon __ _ 

............ _;,_.. __ 
Mr. Rosen----

Mr. &ears_;__ __ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 

lllr. 'fracp --&....-.. , .. _..., __ _ 
Jl l ' l • f t ' 

' ~ ~· "' 

EPC:ON 
62-)9979-90 

Deoeaber 5, 19)9. 

Dr. G. H. latabrooka 
Placeaent Bureau 
Colgate Univerai~ 
H.U\on, New Ion 

Dear Dr. lat&brooitst 

, heeipt ia acknowledged of yow~ letter 
of No•abor Z7 1 1939, together w1ti1 the enclosure • 

. , . 
The work reported by I lin this b 6 

inatance is aost intereat1ni and I want to thank b 7C 
you tor br!nfing it to ., attent~on. 

Wi '\h. kind peraoJlal regarda1 

Sincerely yours, 

'' 

COMMUNICATIONS -SECTIOI\ l 
IV' t- ff r '.: .-, ~ 

. -'~ •. ~- t::: .-· H 

* DEC -5 1939 * f 
~- M. f 

FEDERAl il~l::OitU CF 1/>!V!S:IG;•,Ti!J~ f 
l. u. s. Dc:'t.nH1ENT oF ;u::::··~~ r , 

~-----.J 

I 

I 
\ 

;~\\ .· ;' \ 
~ ., 
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COLGATE UNIVERSITY 
HAMILTON, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.c. 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 

November 27, 1939 

- ··-·-·---·· ---~--··...;....-~-



the P1'obl$ilt to see ff it is !)OSsible for a prior hypn6t1st to keep infer..,. 
mat1on fr01tt. E later hypnotist, tHe subject being the Se>me for both~ a;nd tt) 
••~ rurther 1. f the ~.:· t~risl retrdnec ern then be :re :.ayed toa. th1·ra ~,eraon.,. 

\\pOrt a cue lndl.cr·ted b~· t!Jo ;·ri·or ±1ypuotist.. · 

A. tul)jeo.t* known to fall easily into .:lee;, hypnosis Wl::.S c~~lled into the ... · 

·~.··· ... ~? .... r!"f ... ' .. . ·CI .•. !. t. ens·. 1.bly ·to ~:.av.P. photogra~hs l"'.wEae. of hlm· .. a,t d·t.f.fe.·re .. f1·.1t s·.t .. ag~.s ... ·o··. f.· t.pp!'oaeh of $l~ep. Tnis wf~$ done \and tn my haste to develop them J.B.\~r 
,.)tOiled the negati.ve and e.ll. ;.1ictures in connection .t'fith tb.e e:xperip:tettt , .. - .. ..._., 
l.o.st);. the canv,.ra was in l~ce and .thf: subject even helped · to arrange t.be 
n:"• t"or the ictures. 

R1{mrt .2.fR~if~~d~J:tlQQ;i:&t 

While the subjflitet wes aslee;; the prior· hypnotist (Roll+land.) first g.~V'e suge~ 
-t:i 1)S al:)ou t tha. subj~ct r s finger n~.i 15. He bites .tJtem 2 s have nis fr: tiler 
,mother be~or"=' him. He dies nt·Yt remember ever having seen ,is uother and 
rather 'l-ith. nails.that.were long enough to be trimraed. · kest )~ea.rthe pr 
l(ypnot1 st i:n the ft~~eri-xent hel~1ed him raateri&lly t:o rid 'uJ,mself of th .. e ha 
<.tf bi'ttng 1.1s natLs, bUt the case ts a stubborn o~ _s.Qd at · LO tirre <ltd t,e · 
l,Qnger ·than siY we<elts without biting them back to tlie"soft t1s<.t~es of the 
.fingers • 

. I rt,r these s.uggestions about the fin~~j~~il billill.g, the follow.ing 
-~10*1 tKtok flece: .(j;:~:tJ; · 
fty,?l'lr~t1$t: Alfred~ do you.Kk:now h~'ll ma.ilf ai:r;craft cai~r·!ers the different ne-
tinns havet - · 

"*ubJeet: Uo sir, I dont ~. 

R: Well, I all! going .. te tell you. En~.l~ .. ;a.s E!.lt,!ht, Japan Six, G?rmany tw 
find Italy on~. D1.d fO'U eve.r · .ear the~ ·"nu~nt>ers b~rore? 

H: Y-::>u kno-w what an aircraft e5rr1er is, don*t ~~ou.? 

S: Yes sir. 

H: low what wer~ the m1mber:s of· thP. atreaa.tt ea.rr.,ters !'or the d:Lf'ferent 
eou.n tr! e s? 

*'lh~ ;;ubject l s a sophomore, and 1·&~ fi. ;:ercenti ie standing 0f 12 on the 
lttate :nte!ltgeneG Test. Was qt1.pta.in of the fresimum footbl'i:.i b!am. 



. -_.. ~ . : .' · .. ..... 
;·. 

;.· ~~ - ' .,___ -· --,_. -.•... . -·<' ,. 'j~·/[0? ·-·}· 

"~ ~r ·_E~gl~ri.~,- ~i$.-~t; J,ap~n:,·· '~lil--: G~r;:~~y}- t·~o}._litaly·~ ori.e. - .. ~ --··_kC' _ ..... _:' 

--~·::· -,.Thfit;,s :_rig~t: -_ ;ib~-·w:~'i:~-:-'_r.ep~mb~~-: •. tf.l_~~:·--·l~uiub~rs -~nd __ :?Jill_ i_l~t- :fbl,_ge·ti 
·Now, ·.Alfred~ tomorro_w:rou-_ri·~~t.:gci· the-I)ef.ln.:}1¢ .L~od's :o(fiC:e~_ .Tae.t:is_.H _ 

__ able .thing to. dot-- You' wtll . .aslt ~11m. ho_'lT you· al"'e-; getting- along ih .ytnir claS3e:; ... -
·One ·sh.Ou~.d ('!hec4. _up :v;.i~r{his-- Def;i.n, occasj.ona · l~y~ .. You .>dl-1 go_ u_2 to:l1is off-ice

. - am~-·- ask· his -s.ecrett.n"O;yi·)"'br; j:n _ <:li'JOintment _(one_ l4et..1.· al~eady.- ~een-~ arranged by,. 
· the -~'r~or :mprioti;st}-/ While- you·:().re. 110: ht.s office you. v,ill· ask- hi-::·- ::.:o )ut· 
-'to· 'sTee'-1 £:.rid g:V!!.e·~y ·1.1 soroe suggesti_qns a'Po_ut yo-dr- fi~ger nails. W"ni~·.e you 
as-l~eS he #dll tr~.r to "'et .from :vou th~7 tnform&tion ti.tout a:trcr~ft carr19rs .. 

- Bu.t y?ur.<.LLll-taveu f'orgotten ·it.> No natte-r l~ov! he.rd -_he. triEs to -~et· ttie inf-er ... ;.i 
- .'lle.ticn, _ y":)U V7iJ.l·~ot pe· able to -re11emh€L' it- at- 1211~ · :You ~:ill ~ave forg·.)ttan 
-it. Lt:ter, horrever·,. in -talk~-ng to .. y·ou:t· :.istcry _teach::-r, r:isE' "-1 eye·2, :r:.1.1 vll.J,- _: 
. be _able to recall the f~·-cts $.nO.: Ki.l-1 c&ll them.· to- her·' attention. You. t~lll ·wa£t'' 
for h.e:l:'·af.ter- cla:ss and will give;· the fi(,ures t¢:;;h~-~·on _the Wt$-Y tt;t"ter ·o.ff1c$:· · 
1', •- " ' . . ~ • ·' ' L . • • • - . I • ' • • : • • • . •' .-.. ' 
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H: Bow many aircraft carriers does Germany have? 

S: I Don't know. 

H't Do you know how many Italy has? 

S: No s;tr. 

H: Do you feel that you know what these figures are and that you should 
not tell them? Or do you feel that you Just e?-n't remember them? 

S: 

ih 

H: 

S: 

Just.can't remember them. 

If you k~w you would be willing to tell me all right? 

Yas sir. 

Do you re:tember to havE' been !-tY:Pnotized by Dr. Rowland yesterday? 

Yes sir.· I was there.. I went 1J:J to see !lim,. 

He )tppnot1sed you? Do yc:~Jti~ll what he said to you? 
. . -~- --~ ~ -\>-7;. 

8: No sir, not a thine.-. 

. H: Not a thing? 

-. , . 

H: Why d!d he put you to sleep? 

8: So I would cilllt bt11fng :rry fingernails. He wnted to take some pictures; 

H: You don't remember what he said wh.i1.e yc·u were asleep? 

St No sir. 

Report 9!.. Professor Q.uallJ!e ¥eyer 

.. Alfred carne early to class and was the only person 1n the room when 
I came early to gl ve 'him a. chance to gt ve the information he had been tns-r:.,~,·•·"'-. 
to give. I brought up the subject of the wsr and steered as close as I 
to the matter or aircraft carriers, but .Alf'red said nothin.g about the!!'l. 
close of the hour as I .was going to my office Al:t'r~d followed along after m& 
and g!Ave me the information about aircraft carriers. His figures were correct .. 
I asked hi:n how he happened to be telling me these things and he sotd, 
•nr. Rowla::1d told me to tell you." 

. ·:;,. 

-~ 
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EWT:FA 
62-39979-91 

Septeaber 28, 1940 

Mr. a. H. iatabrooka 
Placeaent .Bureau 

·. Colgate U'n1 Tersi ty 
Hamil ton, In tork 

Mr. Toteon ...;.' ......... -

I lllr.CI•trc __ _ 

lllr.I.A.Tamm_ 

r.tr. Foxworth __ _ 

Mr. Nathan __ _ 

Mr. La~---

••·"P"---
Mr. Gta\fln __ _ 

Mr. NlohOIO ---
Mr. Hondon __ _ 

Mr,Traey __ _ 

Mlooaandl> __ _ 

Dear Mr. liatabroolce z 

I wish to ackn01fl.edge receipt ot 7our _letter .. ' 
dated Septaaber 23, 1940. 

Your .courteey and interest in br1ne1ng this 

intonation '\o ay · att.ntion are indeed appreciated, and 

you uy be ataured JOUr letter will receive appropriate 

corud.derat.ion. · 

' ' 

~ 
COMMUNiCATJQNs----s . 
· M fCT! uN 

A/LE:o 

SEP 2S 1940 

Sincerely yours, 

John Jdgar Hoover 
Director 



\:' 
\ 

Jl 

• 
PLACEMENT BUREAU 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr.·Hoover: 

1 

May I again trouble you on my old thing? I make the following statement fully 
aware of the serious implications which it contains. I myself am quite con
vinced that the explosion at the Hercules Powder Plant could have been arranged 
by a good hypnotic subject, properly placed vnth the proper orders. I 
believe there is good evidence that such a subject could commit such a crime 
even if it resulted in his own death as it very probably would. 

Cordially yours 

w G. ~Estabrooks 
Please note an article in JO~TAL ·OW PSYilliOLOGY, 1941, XI, 63-102 by W.R.Wells, 
Syracuse Univ., "Experiments in the Hypnotic Production of Crime." If this isA. 
not at hand, it can be obtained as a separate publications from Professor Wells. 
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(Reprinted from THE PSYCHOANALYTIC QUARTERLY, Vol. IX, No. 1, January, 
1940.] 

HE TRANSLATION OF THE CRYPTIC 
AUTOMATIC WRITING OF ONE HYP
NOTIC SUBJECT BY ANOTHER IN A 
TRANCE-LIKE DISSOCIATED STATE 

BY MILTON H. ERICKSON (ELOISE, MICHIGAN) AND 

LAWRENCE S. KUBIE (NEW YORK) 

During the training of a subject for a particular experiment in 
hypnosis, a unique observation was made upon the ability of 
one person in a spontaneous trance accurately to decipher and 
to translate the mysterious and cryptic automatic writing of 
another. In their conscious states neither individual could 
understand the script. In trance-like states each one quite 
independently reached identical interpretations of it. Cryptic 
automatic writing is found to suffer from processes of distortion 
identical with those seen in dreams; and the translation of 
such writing, to involve the same principles as those involved 

. in dream analysis. 
In chronological sequence in the protocols detailed below 

there is portrayed both the general situation and the series of 
events leading to these observations: ( 1) the subject as an 
incident in his training and while in a deep trance was told 

~l ,, by an assistant in the absence of the investigator, to forget all 
;~~ the vowels but not the fact of their existence. (2) In anothe~ 

:.Z effect that he would replace the seventh (g), eighth (h), and • n
-~ trance a week later he was given additional suggestions to the • 

·~.. · . ninth (i) letters of the alphabet with their respective numeral yj1 
-,,~nd that henceforth his name would be 'Jack Young'. (3) He 

"J.,. · was then asked to write his name. In doing this he omitted the 
"-:-.,; \ vowels and substituted the numeral '10' for the letter ']', 

i declaring emphatically as he completed this task that something 
was wrong. 

Assuming in the interpretation of hypnotic productions as in 
the interpretation of dreams, that every trivial detail has mean
ing, the assistant sought to secure from the subject an 

!)I 

NO:r RECORDED 
/ ~ i··~ 

~·. ,~, r 
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explanation both of his use of the numeral ten, and of his 
comment that something was wrong. The subject wrote the 
letters 'N' and 'F' and the numerals '7', '7', '8' and 'g' auto
matically in his effort to explain these phenomena, apparently 

··Offering them as an adequate explanation of everything. Dis
satisfied, the assistant demanded a more understandable written 
explanation. This resulted in still more abbreviated and 
cryptic automatic writing; and further requests produced 
merely a repetition of that writing, despite the assistant's efforts 
to compel some alteration of the written characters by active 
physical interference. 

External circumstances then terminated the interview at this 
point but not before the subject had demonstrated his com
plete lack of any conscious understanding of what his written 
'explanation' meant, or of what the 'mistake' had been, and 
whether it was the substitution of a '10' for the 'J' in his written 
name. 

After the subject left, the investigator came into the labora
tory and while he and his assistant were puzzling over the 
·cryptic writing, a second subject, Alice, entered the laboratory 
.and showed an immediate interest in the problem. This sub
ject has the rare capacity to develop spontaneous hypnotic 
trances during which she functions adequately in whatever 
situation she finds herself. Upon awakening from them she 
has .no awareness of her trance activities. Because of her 
interest in the problem, she was given an outline of the essential 
facts and the writing was shown to her by the assistant who 
then departed leaving this second subject, Alice, to puzzle over 
the writing with the investigator. 

Thereupon Alice developed a series of spontaneous trance 
states interspersed with ordinary waking states. In the trance 
states she interpreted the writing item by item and explained it 
step by step to the investigator who maintained essentially a pas
sive, receptive role. This passive role was forced upon the investi
gator by the brevity of the spontaneous trances, the difficulty 
of trying to carry on a conversation with her at all, and the 
necessity constantly to meet her at two different levels of 
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awareness in a single situation. Alice's spontaneous trances 
tended to be so brief that she would have time to offer only 
an explanatory remark or two and would then awaken with no 
awareness of what she had just said. In the waking state she 
would continue her puzzled wonderment over the writing 
which had just been interrupted by the spontaneous trance, or 
she would become interested in some totally unrelated topic 
and discuss that until some remark of the investigator disclosed 
to her his own unclear state of mind regarding the last bit of 
explanation she had given. There would follow another 
spontaneous trance in which, briefly and concisely, Alice would 
make another remark to clarify the investigator's mind. As a 
consequence, it was necessary for Alice to develop a large num
ber of spontaneous trances and to repeat her explanations many 
times before she could feel satisfied with the investigator's 
comprehension of what had been said. In addition, Alice's. 
explanations were often as cryptic to the investigator as the 
writing itself, as for example her use of the word 'sign' to. 
explain the correctness of the letter 'H' (cf. the protocol below). 

In the intervals between the spontaneous trances, investiga
tion showed that Alice had a complete and persistent amnesia 
for all of her trance disclosures, even after the entire interpre
tation of the writing had been secured; furthermore when her 
own interpretation of the writing was presented to her, she·· 
regarded it purely as a product of the investigator's own reason-. 
ing. However when questioned about it in an induced trance· 
state, she not only recognized the explanation as her own but 
meticulously corrected the slightest change in wording intro
duced by the investigator. 

Why Alice resorted to this devious and uncertain method of 
communication instead of permitting herself to develop flashes 
of conscious insight, is a matter for speculation not wholly 
explained by her statement that the writing represented her 
own unconscious way of thinking and writing. 

The following day the first subject, T. L., came to the office 
unexpectedly to report what he termed 'an amusing hypna
gogic experience'. Unaware that the assistant had told the. 
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investigator of the original situation, and unaware also of the 
investigator's subsequent experience with Alice, he described 
fully his own experiences with the assistant on the previous 
day, corroborating the details given by the assistant and includ
ing others which were later verified. He emphasized in par
ticular his own argumentativeness, his insistence that there was 
a mistake in the written name, his feeling of absolute certainty 
about his conscious understanding, and his feeling of irritation 
with the assistant whose manner seemed unwarrantedly to imply 
that there were unrecognized meanings in the writing. He 
related that after his departure he had forgotten about the 
incident until, falling asleep late that evening, he had a (hypna
gogic experience' in which he 'saw' the episode exactly as it 
had occurred with a new interpretation of it all. He expressed 
much amusement over his earlier belligerency and defensive
ness, and also about his new realization of 'how intensely you 
can believe something that is totally wrong, when right in your 
subconscious you know the truth'. He went on to explain that 
along with his original 'conscious explanation' he now 'saw' 
the 'true subconscious explanation' which was not at all similar 
to his 'conscious explanation'. Asked to restate his original 
'conscious explanation', he claimed that because it was 'so 
wrong' he could no longer remember more than a vague out
line of it, but that now he was ready to give the 'correct 
explanation of the whole thing'. 

In response to the investigator's manifest interest, he pro
ceeded to give his explanation, but not with the confidence his 
manner had led the investigator to expect. It became appar
ent at once that the subject's conscious grasp of the problem 
was limited and that he only thought he understood it. 
Actually his method was to offer sudden, brief, dogmatic state
ments as if each were the complete explanation, only to discover 
spontaneously that his explanation was inadequate. Then 
there would follow another sudden flash of conscious insight 
and another dogmatic statement. 

After a number of such steps the subject took the attitude of 
-ane solving a puzzle and began to search for the explanation 
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of hi~ various dogmatic statements and for the significance of 
the writing. As he studied the writing and tried to fit his 
various statements to it, additional flashes of insight developed, 
sometimes relevant to the immediate question he was trying to 
solve, and sometimes pertinent to another item not yet touched 
upon. Thus bit by bit in an unsystematic fashion, a complete 
explanation was developed which was in full accord with the 
one given by Alice. In this episode the investigator's role was 
again a passive, receptive one. 

Of marked interest is the fact that neither subject volun
teered any interpretation of the first 'explanation' written as 
four digits. Both subjects ignored that particular writing 
completely until it was called to their attention. Alice 
remarked simply that everything was included in the writing 
she had explained, while T. L. commented briefly, 'That's [the 
digits] not so good; the writing's better'. 

f 
FIGURE 1 FIGURE 2 FIGURE 3 

\/tp, r 
\ 

": FIGURE 4 FIGURE 5 
\ 
RROTOCOL I 

\ First Week 

Subject T. L. was told while in a hypnotic trance to forget the 
vowels of the alphabet but not the fact of their existence. 

Second Week 

2 Subject T. L. was again hypnotized and told this time to 
replace the seventh, eighth and ninth letters of the alphabet 
(g, h, and i) with their respective numerals. 

3 T. L. was then told that his name was 'Jack Young' and he 
was asked to write it. 

4 T. L. 'Wrote his name '10 ck Yng' (cf. Figure 1). 
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5 Upon inspection of his writing, T. L. declared it to be incor
rect, that the T was a mistake, and he became disputatious 
when the assistant suggested that it might be correct. 

6 The assistant asked, 'Is what you wrote correct?'. 

7 T. L. wrote automatically the character 'N', which was inter
preted by the assistant as a 'No', but this T. L. did not confirm 
(cf. Figure 2). 

8 The assistant asked if the writing was apparently incorrect. 

9 T. L. wrote automatically the character 'F' which the assistant 
interpreted as a 'Yes', but this again was neither confirmed nor 
corrected (cf. Figure 3)· 

·IO The assistant then asked why the writing was only apparently 
incorrect. 

11 T. L. wrote automatically the construction, '7 7 8 g', very 
faintly and somewhat illegibly (cf. Figure 4). 

,u The assistant asked that the explanation be rewritten plainly 
and clearly and in a fashion understandable to both of them. 

13 T. L. then added to the 'N' and the 'F' already written a 
peculiar group of letters (cf. Figure 5). . 

14 The assistant, after scrutiny of this writing, asked T. L. to 
rewrite on another sheet of paper his explanation in a more 
clearly understandable and readable fashion. 

15 T. L. complied with this request by producing a second 
graphic construction, essentially a repetition of the previous 
one, ignoring and resisting as he did so the assistant's attempts 
to compel an alteration of the writing by forcibly moving the 
paper while T. L. was engaged in his task (cf. Figure 6). 

·16 No further verbal explanation of the writing was obtained at 
this time except an argumentative repetition of his previous 
declaration that the written name contained a mistake namely, 
the use of 10 for J. External circumstances then brought the 
interview to an end. 

PROTOCOL II 

Entrance of Alice 
1 The written name was exhibited to Alice by the assistant, 

and a rapid explanation was given of the posthypnotic sug-
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gestions regarding vowels and the replacement by numerals 
of the seventh, eighth and ninth letters, and of T. L.'s insist
ence that there was a mistake in the writing of the name. 
Following this the assistant left. 

2 Alice studied the name as it was written and then counted the 
letters of the alphabet rapidly. 

3 Alice's explanation: ']' has the ordinal position of '10' but the 
omission of the vowels gives it the ordinal position of '7'· '7' 
however is actually identical with 'G' and,.hence, it cannot be 
used to designate ']'. Therefore, ')', the seventh letter, must 
be written as '10'. In brief, J is both the seventh and the tenth 
letter, but it can be written numerically only as '10'. 

4 Alice was then shown T. L.'s written production, Figure 6. 
This, she promptly read as 'Numbers for letters', illustrating. 
this significance by immediate reference to the use of a '10' 

for a ']' in the written name. 

5 The investigator then gave Alice the additional information 
about the assistant's interpretation of the letter 'N' as signi
fying 'No' (d. Figure 2). 

6 The writing was read then by Alice as, 'Not letters; numbers. 
for letters'. 

7 Alice's explanation: The second character in the written 
explanation actually is a 'T' as well as an 'F' and may equally 
~ell be read as a '4'. T. L.'s passive acceptance of the inter
pretation of a 'No' serves to transform the first two characters. 
of the writing into the word 'Not' with the vowel omitted; 

-liirthermore since the second character is obviously an 'F', 
and also a '4', emphasis is thereby placed upon the second 
character and this is indicated doubly by the fact that the 
letter 'F' actually is the fourth letter in the alphabet with the 
vowels omitted. Hence, 'F', by virtue of all this, can be used 
to signify 'for' as a simple pun as well as an abbreviation. 

8 Therefore, on first reading the written explanation, one reads 
'Not letters', but since this is only part of an explanation, one 
must reread the written characters for their additional mean
ings; hence on second reading, one reads 'No 4 lttrs', or 
'Numbers for letters'. 



•• •• 58 MILTON H. ERICKSON AND LAWRENCE S. KUBIE 

9 The investigator accepted this reading unquestioningly, but 
asked what the 'th' meant, since it appeared in both ofT. L.'s 
written explanations. 

10 Alice first explained with the single word 'sign', but finally 
declared that it was connected 'by the sign', which she identi
fied by gesture as the line underneath the 'th', with the second 
character of the written explanation and that it 'explained' 
the 'mistake'. 

11 Alice's explanation: The second character reads 'T', 'F', '4', 
and 'for', but in relation to the 'th' it also reads '7'· 'G' 
is the seventh letter of the alphabet. 'G' should be written 
as '7'· 'G' is written 'G' in the name, hence, 'G' is a mistake. 

12 The investigator then asked Alice to read aloud the written 
explanation, which she did as follows: 'Not letters; numbers 
for letters; not 7; seventh letter; 7 in place of letter', and as 
this explanation was read, Alice declared that there was a 
concealed '7' in the word 'lttrs', an item which had been con
sistently overlooked by the investigator. 

13 As an additional explanation, Alice added, ' "7'' should be in 
the place of the letter "G" in the name, but a mistake was 
made and "G" was written. So to explain what he meant 
by "a mistake", "7'' is written here [pointing to the concealed 
"7" in the character "lttrs"] so that you can see that there is 
really a "7'' in the place of "letters" where you should read it, 
but where you really read just "lttrs".' 

14 The investigator asked if there were any further explanation 
of the 'th' since 'H' is the eighth letter. 

15 Alice explained, 'It is a sign. You read "7-th" not 7-t-h.' To 
this was added, 'Not mistake like "G". It [th] is a sign.' 

16 The investigator then raised the question of 'G' becoming the 
fifth letter of the alphabet with the vowels omitted. Alice 
explained that 'G' could not be the fifth letter because the 
difficulty about the T had definitely established 'G' as the 
seventh letter. 

17 Alice was then asked about the letter 'K'. Again she explained 
that the establishment of the letter T as number '10' pro\'ided 
a point of orientation for all of the letters in the alphabet, 
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regardless of the omission of the vowels, and she restated the 
fact that the vowels had only been forgotten, but not the fact 
of their existence. Therefore, the letter T established as 
number '10' would automatically cause 'K' to be letter number 
'xx' and 'G' to be letter number '7'. 

18 Alice then was asked about the identification of the letter 
'F' as the number '4' by virtue of the omission of the vowels. 
Alice pointed out immediately that this was purely for pur
poses of punning and that anything was permissible in a pun. 

19 Alice was then asked to explain how it was that she could 
interpret such cryptic writing. 

lW Alice's explanation: 'Oh, that's easy. That's just the way 
I always think and write. Just a little means a lot.' 

21 Alice was asked, 'How could you know that the writing could 
be interpreted?' 

22 Alice's explanation: 'When you knew about the vowels and 
the numbers, then you could see lots of meanings all at once 
right there and you could just read them.' 

23 When asked about the written digits in Figure 4, Alice 
explained that they meant the same as the writing, but not so 
clearly. 

PROTOCOL Ill 

The next day 

Subject T. L. reported to the investigator an 'amusing hyp
nagogic experience' in which 'I remembered the whole situ
ation. I had a complete conscious explanation at the time. 
I was so sure of it, too; I wanted to argue. I said there was a 
mistake. I remembered every little detail of that whole situ
ation, and, at the same time, in that hypnagogic state I could 
see the whole thing in an entirely different way. Half asleep 
there, I could see my conscious understanding of that whole 
situation and at the same time I could see my subconscious 
understanding. The two were so different and I had been so 
sure of my conscious understanding, but it really was all 
wrong. I didn't have anything right in my conscious under
standing at all, and yet I wanted to argue; I was looking for 
an argument.' 
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2 The investigator asked T. L. for an account of his conscious 
understanding. 

3 T. L. declared that he could not remember anything about it 
except that it was all wrong, nothing right. 'I wasn't even 
thinking about the things I thought I was thinking about.' 
The investigator asked him to explain this more fully. T. L. 
replied, 'Consciously I said there was a mistake but the mistake 
I thought I was talking about wasn't a mistake at all. I 
thought I was talking about "J" but in that hypnagogic 
experience I knew that "J" was right but that "G" was a 
mistake. "J" was just a mistake to my consciousness even 
though it was not a mistake to my subconsciousness.' 

4 The investigator asked T. L. to give an account of his sub
conscious understandings. 

5 There followed then an explanation of the writing in which 
item by item was accorded the same interpretation as had been 
given by Alice. The method by which his explanation was 
achieved was one based upon sudden flashes of insight, such 
as obtain in the solving of a puzzle. Thus in relation to the 
second character (cf. Figure 3) he declared he could explain 
it best by writing it from memory, whereupon he proceeded to 
write the French form of the numeral '7' (the subject has 
studied French). In the usual position, elevated above the 
line, he added to this numeral a 'th'. When the accuracy of 
his recollection was questioned, he became decidedly dispu
tatious and insisted that it was right because of the line under
neath the 'th'. From these disconnected flashes of insight 
partial understandings of several different aspects of the prob
lem were obtained. Alice, on the other hand, recognized the 
numerical quality of that character along with its other attri
butes without resort to intermediary steps. 

6 The order in which T. L. built up his interpretations of the 
written explanation shown in Figure 6 was as follows: 
(a) Declaration that the use of a '10' for a ']' in the written 

name was not an error but that the 'G' was an error. 
(b) Statement that the writing (Figure 6) read both 'Not 

letters' and 'Numbers for letters'. 
(c) Elucidation of the use of a '10' for a 'J'. 'Without the 

vowels "]" was the seventh letter and I had to put a 
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number for that letter, but I couldn't put a "7'' because 
even if there were no vowels you had to count their places 
and that would make "G" the seventh letter just as "J" 
was, so I just wrote the correct number for the letter "J".' 

(d) Identification of the 'F' (Figure 2) as a 'T', an 'F', a '4' 
and as 'for' followed by its identification as a '7' as 
described in Item 5, and by relating this explanation to 
the clarification of the 'mistake' contained in the letter 'G'. 

(e), Declaration that there should be a '7' in addition to the 
one contained in the second character of the written 
explanation, to be read with the 'th' as 'seventh letter'. 

(f) Discovery of the concealed '7' and the reading of the 
message as 'Not letters, numbers for letters, not 7, seventh 
letter, 7 in place of letter'. 

(g) Clarification of the question of the 'K' and the 'H' in the 
same fashion as Alice had done. · 

(h) Discovery of the pun on '4' and 'F' contained in the second 
charaCter of the written explanation, since previously he 
had regarded the 'F' as a simple abbreviation for 'for'. 

7 Declaration that the four digits, illustrated in Figure 4, con
stituted a similar but less satisfactory explanation than the 
writing in Figure 6. 

8 Explanation that Figure 6 differed from Figure 5 only because 
of the assistant's interference. Alice had declared them to be 
identical in meaning. 

Discussion 

I. The main event of this unplanned and unexpected experi
ence is in itself worthy of record for it is an arresting fact that 
one human being while in a dissociated trance-like condition 
can accurately decipher the automatic writing of another
writing which neither of the two subjects was able to decipher 
while in states of normal consciousness. The observation 
stresses from a new angle a fact that has often been emphasized 
by those who have studied unconscious processes but which 
remains none the less mysterious-namely, that underneath the 
diversified nature of the consciously organized aspects of the 
personality, the unconscious talks in a language which has a 
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remarkable uniformity; furthermore that that language has 
laws so constant that the unconscious of one individual is 
better equipped to understand the unconscious of another than 
the conscious aspect of the personality of either. 

If this is true, and it seems to be a fact attested from many 
sources, it must give the psychoanalyst reason to wonder as to 
the wisdom of confining himself exclusively to the technique 
of free association in his efforts consciously to penetrate into 
the unconscious of his patient. 

II. When one turns to the details of this experience, one 
finds several points which need more specific emphasis, and 
certain basic questions which remain wholly unanswered: 

. ( 1) In the first place it is striking that in the translation of 
automatic writing, as in the interpretation of dreams, each 
element may be made to do double and triple duty: to wit, the 
several purposes subserved by the letters N and F. 

(2) Again we see that here, as in dreams, puns, elisions, plays 
on words and similar tricks that we ordinarily think of as 
frivolous, all play a surprising and somewhat disconcerting 
role in the communication of important and serious feelings. 
We accept this type of thought and language in simple jokes 
as for instance in the old conundrum of childhood: 'How do 
you spell "blind pig"?' to which the answer is ' b I n d p g
leave out the "eyes" '. But it is ever a source of fresh amaze
ment when the unconscious processes express weighty and 
troublesome problems in a shorthand which has in it an 
element of irreverent levity. 

(3) In the whole episode there are two untouched prob
lems-why in the first instance the 'mistake' occurred at 
all (the slip is seemingly trivial, a tempest in a teapot) and 
second why when the mistake had occurred, the first subject, 
T. L., could not have recognized it and corrected it simply 
and directly. Perhaps it is of importance that the mistake con
cerned the patient's own identity, i.e. , the automatic spelling 
of his own name. It will be recalled that in the course of the 



•• •• 
TRANSLATION OF CRYPTIC AUTOMATIC WRITING 63 

experiment his name had been changed by suggestion to 'jack 
Young'. . 

It is possible that a highly charged rebellion against the 
implantation under hypnosis of this alternative personality, 
struggling with a coexistent attitude of passive submission 
to the authority of the hypnotist may account for several 
things: the exaggerated tempest, the curiously evasive quality 
of some of the replies; the ambiguities (as if he did not 
know whether to correct the error or not) the elements of 
malicious humor, the literal-mindedness, the hiding. All. of 
this seems to indicate that, both in the automatic writing and 
in the subsequent efforts to translate it, the subject is struggling 
simultaneously to explain and to hide his meaning. In sup
port of this hypothesis there is one possible explanation of the 
writing, which neither subject offered although it is a rather 
obvious alternative: if N equals 'not'; and if F is also a 'T', 
and if we consider that the first letter of the following group 
of letters is L ,then the first three letters would read 'not T. L.'
in other words, not the subject's own initials. 

It may well be that if we knew enough about the sub
ject, T. L., and the identifications which must make up the 
basis of the structure of his whole personality, that this 
otherwise mysterious little episode would then become quite 
understandable. 
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TRANSLATION FROM THE SPANISH 

~-A tJo CUBAN REPUBLic' 
~~ITRARY SUGAR PRODUCING COMMISSION 

PRIVATE 

Habana, October 6, 1942.-

Chief of Police of 
WASHINGTON 
United States of America.-

Distinguished Sir: 

. At present I am happy to remit to you a scientific stuqy on 
HYpnosis and its effects in the persecution of delinquency," that I 
ave just completed, begging you to offer your opinion about it.-

At the same time, I Wish to interest you, if you think it 
right and it is possible for you, to info~ me of the latest developments 
and systems used b,y the police force of Washington, - to see if it is 
possible to introduce them in the police force of this country. 

With nothing more, and awaiting your reply, I remain with my 
best considerations and very attentively, 

Address: 

Canada Bank Bldg. ·nept. 205 
Aguiar y Obrapia 
Habana.-

\ 
I . 
I 

COPIES DESTROYED 

83 OCT 7 1964 

signed: 
1/i 

, ........... - ' -~! ~ 

lfo~ -391lt.= r 6::_,· 
. Oa." c· 'lo . 0 ', ,. L C'• ~ ., · · · • · t 

I 
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RESEARCH ABOUT HYPNOSIS AN.D ITS EFFECTS 
ON THE PERSECUTION OF 1JELINQUENCY 

1. -PERSONAL MAGNETISM 

2. - CONCEPT OF HYPNOTISM 

3. - HYPNOTISM APPLIED IN THE PERSECUTION OF DELINQUENCY IN FRANCE 

4. - EXPERIMENI'S AND RESULTS 

5. - SCIENTIFIC BASIS 

6. - DIFFICULTIES IN PROCESS 

7. - CAPACITY AND SAGACITY OF INVESTIGATORS AND AGENTS 

8. - THE FRENCH SCHOOL ON LAW AND MEDICINE 

ENCLOSURE 



• • 
-PROLOGUE-

With the purpose of contributing with our modest efforts to the 
arduous and difficult work performed by the Police Force of Havana we have 
also tried to contribute, in the investigation of crime, to the persecution 
of delinquency, studying this subject through the following points of 
view: 

Scientifically recognizing the concept of hypnosis in the in
dividual, we have wanted to approach the understanding of it and its effects 
on criminal matter. 

As is natural, in accord with the postulations of Physiology in 
relation to P~chology, we defined the concept of Personal Magnetism, a 
topic for subsequent studies. 

Also having made the previous observances we give a clear concept 
of Hypnotism, from the legal medical point of view, in its specific appli
cation to the fundamental theory of the Police Force, and we make reference 
to the application of this part of P~chology in the police laboratories 
and their results; but alw~s in the most simple manner possible, so that 
it can easily be put to practice. 

We have not forgotten the difficulties that may arise in the use 
of hypnotism in police measures, but we give little importance to that 
because in all times, police agents have come across and will come across 
multiple difficulties in their investigation, for several known reasons: 
interest created from society, fear, collective incompetence, distrust, 
inequity, complicity, concealment, etc. and that is why we do not hesitate 
or retrograde in solving the problem just as we expose it. 

And finally, venerating the memory of the illusterous predecessors 
of Cuba as well as of heroic France, we have followed in our studies the 
footsteps of Richet, Guyay, and Foulle and the inspirations of the famous 
criminolist Dr. Jose Antonio Gonzales Lunuza and other Cubans and contem
poraries to whom we express immense gratitude. 

Havana - September 1942.-

Signed: b6 
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RESEARCH ABOUT HYPNOSIS AND ITS EFFECTS IN THE 
PERSECUTION OF DELINQUENCY 

PERSONAL MAGNETISM - Psychic phenomena has existed always through the ages.· 

Passing because of difficult, the studies of Mesmer, author of 
the theory of animal magnetism, and his disciples: Puysegur, Deleufe, 
Potet and Lafontaine up to Richet and the contemporar,y psychologists 
whose consecrated theories act as a basis for present experimental 
psychology, we shall give a brief explanation of Hypnotism as a 
psychological manifestation applied to criminology in the investigation 
of crime and the examination of the guilty. 

We do not wish, nor do we have to explain among other psychological 
phenomena of physical effect, the meaning of magnetism. This question 
has alreaqy been solved by Mesmer and his successors, that is: "it 
is animal fluid, potential force produced by the animal that hypnotism 
makes use of in order to unravel with precision the functional task of 
its action. 

CONCEPT OF HYPNOTISM - Hypnosis or Hypnotism is an artificial dream produced 
in the agent, by virtue of fluid radiations launched forth by the 
operator and which find reverberation in its animal magnetism. 

c HYPNOSIS AS APPLIED TO THE PERSECUTION O'F DELINQUENCY IN FRANCE - It is 
already fifty years that the Municipal office of Paris and the General 
Commissarai t or Chief of Police office tried to apply hypnotism to 
certain dangerous subjects, as I defined today the positive school of 
criminal science, in order to obtain through this method, an indirect 
declaration or partial confession of the criminal acts realized in 
certain circumstances, time and place, by the subjects submitted to 
this process. 

EXPERIMENTS, AND RESULTS - From the start, the process has given magnificent 
results, however not always with a chronometric exactness because this 
element of investigation is auxilary and is used in connection with 
others, therefore, the declaration of the hypnotized subject may later 
be proven, by thorough investigations, witnesses, secret information 
etc. in accordance with the police systems now used. 

Hypnotism as a part of the general psychology, to the point that 
it exists, has been applied in the development of medicine, and surgery 
with great benefit. 

The great achievements in'medical surgery at the present time 
cannot be ignored, for example: in psychiatry as a cure for the insane, 
abnormal, and partly insane; in legal medicine in application for the 
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prevention of delinquency, and in criminal law all the contributions 
that general psychology and medicine have given the juries, especially 
to the preconizers of the positive school of Penal Right, for the 
present codification of criminal matter that has .had so many advances 
in the world at the present time. In our country, the Code of Social ~ 
Defense is an evident demonstration of our ascertaining. 

There is something more in the matter of teaching; the infants 
p~chology or the psychology of the child, or general psychology as 
applied to the development of the childs mentality, known among 
educators as pedagogical psychology, also it demonstrates the concate
nation of these sciences, that all of them agree on this specific 
point. 

However we have·proposed only to put into practice polic~ ~stem 
hypnotism, which, as we have said, is used in Paris, and has become 
current in other parts of Europe and is practiced at present in 
different Police districts of the cities of the United States of 
North .America. 

The problem in itself is very si¢ple because its object is solely 
to obtain through hypnotising a presumed delinquent or an effective 
delinqu~nt, the narration of the acts be preformed during the hypnotic 
dream produced by the police agent in charge of that effect. 

SCIENTIFIC BASES - Vfe base our work not only on the laboratory experience 
we have realized, but also on the opinion of a distinguished professor, 
member of the school of Psychological studies of Paris, (Dr. Fulle) 
who at the time we have referred previously, maintained the present 
criteria; In accord with the means that place a subject in the state 
of somnambulism, during the night without remembering the next day 
the acts preformed by him and their consequences that is, following 
the same psycho-physiological laws, inversely, in the dealing with 
provoked ~pnotism which is nothing more than artificial somnambulism, 
a subject under its effects can narrate while dreaming the events that 
occured and the acts he has realized during a determined period of 
time. 

DrFFICULTIES OF THE PROCESS - When delinquents or subjects refuse to be 
submitted to the process, the police agents of Paris used pills, seals, 
or papers of pharmacological manufacture and prescribed by medical 
science, now very well known because of their effects, with which 
magnificent results were obtained. 

CAPACITY AND SAGACITY OF INVESTIGATORS A1~ AGENTS - We already know that 
the sagacity of investigators, their wordly knowledge coupled with 
experience, the practice and the psychological intuition developed 
perfectly in the exercise of its functions, induces them toward 
courteous, generous, paternal and convincing behavior in order to 
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gain the confidence of those who may not see in the police agent an 
enemy, but simple a guard of order, not capable of harming the moral 
of ~ one without a justified cause. 

They say this supposing that in many cases the most rebellious 
will refuse as is natural, as they did in France at the time of 
administering the medicine, or the substance which is to serve as a 
basis for the development of the investigation, and especial~ in 
these cases it is necessar.y to order them, with ability, to drink in 
some way the stimulant, removing thusly apparent difficulties, which 
are really of little importance because if that had been important it 
would be impossible to put to practice the process; and the truth is 
that the process is successfully practiced in certain parts of the 
United States. 

FRENCH SCHOOL IN LAW AND MEDICINE - Because of our Latin condition and 
because of always having been inspired by the Cubans, since remote 
times in French culture for the development of our scientific 
activities specially in law and medicine, we wish to briefly signify 
that in multiply treaties published in that country since the middle 
of last century to the present, about the organization of Police 
Forces, their functions, activities, structure etc. as much· in what 
is related to the agents of public order, as in what is related to the 
commissioners and Secret Service agents or Special agents, we have 
read with interest the processes employed in the persecution of 
delinquency, in which scientific aspect from the Medical legal point 
of view has always prevailed. 

Habana, September, 1942 

Translated by: 
Marie L. Carrasco 
Oct. 27, 1942 
je 

Signed: b6 
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REPUBLICA DE CUBA 

COMISION DE ARBITRAJE AZUCARERO 

PARr! <D'IAR.-

La Habaniia1 Octubre 6 de 1942.-

Sr. Jefe de la Polic!a de/ 
WASHINGTON:, 
Eatados Unidos de America.-

Distinguido sefior:-

Por la presente tengo el·gusto de re
.r;nitir a usted un estudio cientffico que acabo de reali-
zar·sobre "Inves~igaci6n acerca de la Hipnosis y sus e~e£ 
tos en persecucion de la delincuencia", rogmdole me de 
a conocer su opinion al respecto.-

Al propio tiempo quiero 1nteresar de 
usted que -si lo tiene a bien y le es posible- me informe 
los ultimos adelantos y sistemas en uso por esa Policia -
de Washil}gton,-para ver si es posible su 1mplantaci6n en 
la Polic!a de este pais.-
- Sin tJ;lerito para-mas, y en,espera de-

sus· noticias, quedo con mi mayor cons~der . ion/, y muy.
atentamente, 

- ~ 
Fernando Ga!nza Gonzalez.-

Direcci6n:
'------~ 

Edificio Banco Canada Depto.205, 
Aguiar y Obrapia, 
Habana.-
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4.• APLICACICII Y BBSULfADC8.-

~.- »AU CI•TIPmt..-

'·- l)Dtic.L'fAIE aL PaoeDDIIDJ'O •• 

1·· CAPA.Clt)AD Y SAGA.ClDAD D& .USTI(Ul)(]l 
y ACIII'IBI.- I 
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eefttl;r:-soa a las lqo~ irduaa 1 tliticil•• •••1.1-.uci•• ~or -

los cuef-p~• de Policfa de la ll~bana, h._. trata4o de con-.. 

tr1bU1r taral.i4A, en investigacion del 4•lito, a l»~ J>erseetl• 
' 

(!i<Sn de la del!D.¢~encia eet.udilalldo diAa matw'ill a t.r·av~;.""" 

de los siguiel'l\• p.mt.oa de viat.a: 

Cono'i~• oieat.Ute•exata *" coneept.o de Lt H~osis en 

los iadivi~, b.Moe q\IU1• en~aatn~raoa al "~c~ieqt,o 
,. . -· . __ _... --· . . ·-·_:_ ·" 

dti la : .... 7 •u• ef'eo-'toa en aa~ia c:ria!Dal•• 
' ~;~; ... 

Coa.o U nawral, de aeue.r;do COil l.oa post.u,la&os de la -

,irtiolog{• .,_ rtiaei6n eon la rpoo148fa. def.l~s el eori• 

eepto d•l· ..... t.isao Pe.NO!Ulll baee 4• est.t1os postariora • 

T~tatbie.a J&eemes las fdlter1ores Obnl"laeiene.s d;:mos ~Jn -

uGilQept..o c~:red.e.t Hipnotisme,-d .. cle •~- .P\Ul~.de vie"tia .ra.G4J.': 

co-lectal, . ea. .. su, apl.ic"-<ci~ .apaci£1ca a la tflof'fa. . .t_..u"ional. 

a• loa Cae~. 4e .Policia, y hac-.oa ret"ereaciC~~ a la Bp~iCJl 

cion cte •ste. ptt'rte de la Psi•.li~{a 811" loa laboratorioa .Se 
. ' . ._, . -.. ,,-. ;t 

t)clio{a y •• resultado•s pe~q .. ai~r• con la --~~ eenciU• 

c. fill de (ttl •. p~~da aer facilment.e pu•st.O ... rr~·-·-

1'0 ~_,._do ell olirido las dilieul~ que putt .. -

preaents.rM •a 1a aplic«eiO. dti l'tlpaotol._ a .laa· tunciones -

p·ol_ici•caa; pejo. 110 dues 1aport.aneia a •Uo JX>Z.:J.Wt si•pr•, 

an todos los ~1-..po$, los agent-as de pol.:J.c{a haft t.J"oPezado y ·( 

t.ropiWt&an corte alltip.les difieultades eD •us 1aYe;:'3tfgac1one&4~ 

por diversae rasones, a s~ber: intei'eses cret~otJS de lQ Jlfi~~ 
6a~, temor, iDeapacidad eolec·tiva, deS(le»f1aU&~ .aldad • com 

plicid&.d, eneubrialen1.q. etc. 7 por •so Jlo v•ct.1illo• ni re--
~------- . ·.. . . 

•' ·-'-:;+><: 
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y por ultimo, r·:::~ vertt.J't"ciando la rnemorlfll ce ilutres an

t.epafPji:;o;;;: tan\Q de Cub;c como de lG. Frannl~ heroiea,- hemos • 

e~guiuo er, nuast.~ ct, tudio las buellae de Rtehet ., Guyay. 7 .;,;,.. 

Fo-DlJ,f :t laS inspirlicio~s 4•1 preclaro el'1AI$nalista ~';'~: 
.,-ose .\t'l(onio Gonzalez Lanuza y demas ~'t*'no• a.ntiga.ps y con 

--- Le Habana, 5eptit!rol)re d 
b6 
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i'~aando por alto lo10 ~ctud ios hedlo:a J>Gr .... r, aut.or d.e 

la teor1a del ·aai:iu~t.iaao an1ml, y sus Ct~tetp.s r uyeegur, Ds 
leut'E;, Pot.•" :t Latunt~:ine ~at.a Riche'- 7 l.oit r.~~J.::6logoe contes 

po~os 1 euyaa. t.;;oras cons&gr&Gas •1rvtm d6 bn~e 11 la aet.ual 

p•ieel.eg!a .expeJtSJDent.al, haruo.r aaa ~eve •X:?l:'"t'icn acerea 

a.l HS.pno1.1eao como man ifest.aci&n p•1eol6~1•• ~i;1licado a la -

C:r>ilahcoloafa en la lnve•t.igac16~ del c:t•li-t.o y M:nmen de los 4!, 

l:lliouenteoG ... 

l'o quereaoe ni aecea1tamos •xplicar euUtt eu-cs fan61fteaoe 

_t~€j1eolo6"1coe de ~t"ect.o flaico, lo qu~ !iiipi!'1eti t.~net1.1110 1 -

cu.a~t16a ys rtuaHtl ta por Me~mer y .~.; us aoeeaor'l•, ea dec1 r .... 

:flu!do anim;..l., fuer&* pot.encial produeida pot· itl 1:-ropio animal" 

l~ (;i.:.&l e~l ldpaoti•o ~provecha para deJHvelver cc:n e~aO'Ut.Od ·· 

~l 4t..jel'eie1o fwu:ioul de .su acci6n.-

£()lt0!I!'C QW.. !Uf!2\I::i!Q,- La hipnosis o el ldpftQt.1.-o1 e~ uu -

•uello 111"'Ut1C!al prodG.C.ido ~n el 0geDf.e,, a vtrt.ud de irradl4-· 

eion•.a :flulc'..1caa laaaaoas por el opera.JOJ" 1 quit encu•n tran . r.-. 

~~1~e16n u ett •~!;net.iaao animal.-

4i ... ~-• 
i~·h»'\atc1 - Ha.ce ya eineuent.a flfiot~, en la ' Jadlicip~l.ith.J:G de Parfa -

T en el O.,part.aruoen t.o de ~omisr .. r:fa GeDere.l. o Jei'f< t.ur& d~ la. Qe!\ 

Of; .n.ne.rl.'":, ae tt-aUba: de ~lic~r el hipnotisaio .r:·. >J .~t.t~na1Dadoa -
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' · . o..toeia eriainal, para qbtener ~r este medic, una· d-a•1~i6n 

·,. 

dos en det.el'"•i.oadas cirO..S~nciae moment.o 1 lugar, por los •a 
?·.;:;-, 

jetos soaart.ido• ·r. este ,;H-oee<J ... iento.• 

.::J'LICACIOB Y RKSgt:rt.oos,. Desde luego, q&~e el pl"()cediltidto he. 

dado .-gniricos resultados, a11n--lue ao ·· _ai~e · con ana ex~i-

tud ci"'n-'trica, porque est.e eleaent.o 4' i:bveatiga~i,--~ es de 

auxilio 7 se •pleG en relaci6n ccm oV'Oat de au:;nera que lo d~ 

cl ... ao por. el aujeto hipnotizado, ~· co~robarse d••pu':~··· 

por ·IU.eet.igae1ones acueiosse, testt.cOa, COII1'j4eneias, ·~· de • 

aeuer·do COD los si stema.a polieiacos en usa,.- < o;.-f • • 

,_., : 

El : hipaotismo ccmo parte de la pst•<>l.og{a geii.eral, al ---

1gual que ·'•ta, ba s10o ap licada al c!•a~ollo +te la medieina. · 

y la ciru,Jia eon gran proveeho, puea no ptie<le ignol'arae loa -

graooes . adelantoe de la cieneia m4dico-qad~g1c• :en los •o118Jl 

toa actuales, por ejemplo: · en · psiq,uiatrla psra la cuft.e!6n de -

los locos' ano:r~t&les y seai-locos j en l.a· ae.dic in8-legal ' en ,'iaa 

apl.icacionaa a l.a prevenclon de la d•11n~ia, X\ en der·acbo • 
~ ,, ' '' . <-~#:·~ :: 

criminal, todo el aporte que la paicoloBf•· gf>nerai y la -,d1c1-

na han dado a loa Jurtats.s, eapeeial.M-a"9 .. a loE precoaizedr•• 
. ~ .. 

de la e,.cuela positiYa del Derecho Penal; . ~ la •ctual e~ , 

tlcaeion 8Jl •t.eria crilllinal qae tanto a a..ac•a ..• ten1t1o.;;~ . el 
· ·. ~ ·~ .. · · ~ 

&UD(lo en e1 aoment.o ect.ual.- En nue at.ro p~ls, el c6~!!J6 de . De• 
•J''•"' 

t'enaa Social, .ea una damostracio.a evideaw df! nuaatro acert.o.~-

Hay algo a4s, en materia de enseftanaa, la paicolo.gi•· t·tan_ 

til o psicologla del niflo, o psicol9t{a ganeraJ;.;·• ttpllcada .: . .i· tle-
. ~·- : 

... _;: . 

sarrollo de 1a mentalidad de loa :nifios, co*'los ent~ :!'os edu-
, 

cadores con el nombre de psicologta p~_Ri&gica, taebi~n demues• 
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t.ra la conaete:nacion de estes ciencias, qu~ t.odes convergen 

en un punto eapeoitico.-

Perc noaotros nos proponem.os unicementta poner en prie

tica el sit::.~,emi:l J:l.ipnotico poli-c!aco emplesdo como h.emos di. 

cho en Par!s, pue:.; to en voga tm otros lu,;~ri<S de mtlropa y -

que se practica en la Pctual1daa en d.;ist.intos Distri toe de 

Polieia de las ciudades de loa Eatados U11.1<.1oa ·oe lfort,e Ami 
riea.-

El problema en af e& lal:lJ". aenaille porql.\e au objet.o •• 

solament.e obtener por :nedio del hi,Piloti-.. de un pt'•M.tlt.e 

d•l1Acuent.e o de un delincuent.e ateeU"VV, le -*llei6n de -

loe sctos por el realiaados dur.nt.a e;l. a.ttelo ~tico. pro-. . 

duc14o por el agente de pol.ie{a e.ncai"'J•4• a ese efacto.-

!A§i ClE.N'l.lF.{CAt::, .Noa basttrDO& en nuestro -t.l~•baJo no y;; ::;6lo -

en la experieneia oe laborat.orio que ll•o• r.alizado, li:lino 

taml:den en la opinion de un t'l1st1~t'tjkt ,Prcfeso.r at.i.Ot•o ae 

l.a eseuela de estudioe paieol6gtcoade far{•, (el Dr.Fulle) 

que por aquellos 1.iepoe a que no~· bA.o• re.fei-td.o con atrt.e-

rioridad untuvo el presente crit..-rio: "4t c~:cuerdo con loa 

hechoa que ~11u~liaa un sujet.o en estado 4o · eoJua-.ui.-o, ·du

rante la noeh• sin reeordar alaJ.gu.J.•t.• 41a les aetos por 

'1 :real106oa 7 sus ameeeu•neias, •• dMil't siguiendo las -

mismaa leyes psieo .. .f'1siol6giou, • la' itt.-P.,.. ('!U~ ae trE, 

t.a de 1~ h1,pnosis provoeada, que QC) ea m&s qUe _. sonanLbuli§. 

mo arti!"ici~, un aujeto bajo sua atect.t't' .vu.tle narl"·ar en 

auefio, los aaeelios que le han 8eae•tdo 1 lee actoa 1u~ ha --

reali:u-dc urant~ :1et€,rmi.nado periodo (le '\iempo 11.-



• • 
Pifl:CVLfADJS p& P_,!F!!IQ ,. Ant.e la negativa del d~lin

cueote o detenido en la p:revencillll, d• .fH'lll'neter8e volun'ta:ri& 

mente al proeedimient.o, los agentea,.policiscos de Paris eaa

pl.er:ron past:lllas, aellos o papelill6e de manu fa ctnra rarm.i. 

Colopica y de I.JSO indicat1o por la t:iencla medica, AO)' JIU)' -

conocido,~ a e.sos iif'ectos" con lo cual han obt•nido .• gnfri-

coa resulladoa.-

CAPAC! DAD 'i. S.AG.ACIDAD D&L Dtv:i:STIGADOR 1 Ai&N'l'f$ .- Ye aabe-

moa que la sa.gacidad de los invest.igadot.s, au mundologia -

al par 'i~e la expiriencia, la practi~:a y la intuic16n paicJl 

logic.t1 perfeetamente deeaft"ollade. en. '.al eJ•rcicio de au• ....... 

t'unci ones, lets inelilla al tra to &tablet bcndadoso, pa'ternal 

y convieente~ para ganar la eontianaa de aquellos que Do -

hall d• ver en los •gentes poltcfaeo• tm ene&igo, eiao siat-

ples go.ardacores del 6rden ineapacea de per.judie~r le ~oral 

de nadie :sin causa Justi:ficada.-

Decimos 4sto suponiendo que. aquello, mas rebelde.a en -

·auehoa eaaoe habran de negarse, co• ee n~tural, como lo hA 
e1an en Francia, a inger-ir la me4ic$na o la aue;tencia 'J.Ue .. 

habra de servir de bese al desarroll.o de la inve$tigaci6n, 

¥ precisa.raent.e en este: s casoa se haeit .Qeeesari o obligarlea oon 

habil:l.!laa a t.omar en alguna fo~ e:l •s r.aulrulte, o1Wi1Uldo ... 

a.ai aparentes di£1eultadea, que l"ed:.aent.e carecen de impo.r

tancia, porque si esto bu.;1era sido japort.ant.e, ser!a i.llpo

sible poner e.p pr&ctica el. pro~ed1ad .. &D:f,o; y lo.·eiEq>t.o es, -

qua el procedimiento se practica y s•-.U. nueEtrs noticias, 

tambien con exi to en a+.gw1os lugarea. <ie l.os Estados Un idos .-



. - ) 

- ~ ' 

. . • • 
CO!Sdi c:t6a de la t inoa i :f• ')tabU'n()tl inspiraJo. aie&llPl"• los cg 

banos, ••4• tfe:mpoe remot.os en la c\il ~· ~ancesa, p~ra &l . 

desarrollo de nuest.I'!';S actiV14ad•a· cl~\{ficas espeeialaeD.t.e 

en dereollo 1 Mdi cin&, deae$moa &1~t1c.U' somera~Un~:\ que 

en ooltiplea t.r~Udoa p1.lDlicados en equ•l p&fe o.-d.;ftledie4oa 

d•l ~ialo pa•ildo bas~ · la t'echa, aobN ' o~aat.ac16n de l.oa • 

cuerpo• d• Polie'{a, su fune1ooamient.q 1' ao.i.ivid4;~s, -eaUNeti\ 
- . -i · 

ra, etc.;: t.an1.o en lo relaeionado a los .u4mt.ea d• Qtden pu-
blico coflo - ~ _ los eomiaariOB 7 agentea d-el Se.rviciv s,crt!tO 

o . E:speeial..-, ·· b .. os le{do. eon inter4a 10'~ '· pJ!'(Icedimieat.t• a--.. -,r:~ . ' 

pleados eo persecucioo de· la -del1nepan91:'-1, ·~ los c::ualaa ba · 

ilreval,aelao siQmpre eoco .b.a.a -- el. ~e.pec.to eiant!tieo de-s4i al · 

punto 4e .viata Mdico-legal:•

--- .La liaa~me, Sept 1enf):)re de 

,., 
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tJND'OIH SUB.l'ICr J 
JLIOI .I.RCHIE1 V1c\1.aJ 
ORDS 01 GOVI8!fllllft IISDVATIOK - ~~order 

!bl Yiot.ia, a 1.4 ;rear old IM:Saa girl, .. tOUDd dead on the 
Flatblad. Indian .....,.u., aear Pema, Uontlaaa on ~~arch 151 1941. Couiderabl.e 
cliacualion u4 ~ euuecl be._ U. u.s • .ltt.orzMv'1 the Depart.n\1 
the Jlont&na Stat. Autborit1u1 tM lndiau Reael'ftt.loa Au\bor1t1•1 and the BurNu 
u to wbltMJo Juri.U.ot!a tor tbe proaecuttoa ot t;b1e oue wu Uladar r.dttral. law 
or Stat. Stat.ut.. 1'ba oont:nmtNT ...._ ~• ll» _.r waa ~ttec! on t..
patat.d lAa4 with:t.o t'-~r ~ ot u I'ldtm RaMnatioD. Alter GOD- • 
aidera\Wt imutig&tionf tt. .laaiata\ U. s • .lttonla'T at BUUqa, Montana deol1De4. I 
proMOU.tica becauae ot 1Diutt1cict evideDoe to ~ proMout:l.oth 2 

. v 

Ho•nr1 oa Septnber 2.)1 19441 -u. ~t u, s. Attorltq ren..d 
hie file and etatect that tM evidence cSewloped. b.r t.bia Bureau pw rile to a 
atzronc oomic\ton tbM tla Tiotia'• .ott.r aD4 _. pi.F8*Jill" wre, u indicated 
b,y t.he Bureau• • -.Uca\'S.GG1 logical auapao\a 11l \Ida ..... AooOJ."d1DclT, thia 
oue wu reapeae4 an4 actift 1nveatigat1.on bu OOil'U.mald aiDoe that tt.. lkrtlwYer, 
1Diutt1ciet e'riderloe bu been developed. to renlt. in pl"'NOUtiYe action. 

IIQUIS'I OF B\J'J.'fl OPnCI !0 USE A H!PIIOTIST 

In tbe hope that tM euapecta, _.... Archie, viotia• a .ottt.r, &lid J'oe 
Parker, dotia•a balt-brotber, wU1 rental Womatioa ot Yahut to U. aolution 
ot thia c ... , the But.w field Otft.ce l'all requ8at.4 Bveau au'tihoriaat:loD tor tbe 
wte of OQJoporal Alvin Ba"Vt, a ~otiat, pre-.ntl;r •nine 1n the u. s • .Anv· 
.l Bureau A.c-1; haa l.Mml4 troa Corporal Batp that t. pa"'teaHa to be able to 
plaoa a pareGD 'UDder a )V'paotic tJpell wit.bout lWJ Jatowladp. Tb1a cl&ia 1a aub
atantiatad. by tbe aW.ta.t of Co~l A. L lfqu4, ao.•Dd•t ot the DiaciplJ.Da.r,r 
BarJua, rort 111uou1a, lfont.ana, who an. ... that~ BaVi .....,_,t4•-~ .i 

clalach11er U a .u-. _..,. witllout bttr ~~~ ~4q"1fl-~_h .. 
tJpora diaounSDC thia •tter witb Q :~ lf. \. AltrlrrJ.,• at Jhtt11e, 

it wa la&rDIICl tbat _, Woru.tioa ob1ia1Ded. .troa a •••t ta.. a·t.naotio eta.,· 
...:&.4 DO\ 'be ad111aa1ble u evidence. It wu poiDtecl. ou....,,..,..~,-~ 1ntom 
·ns 4lmtlopa4 Jdcht bt ot aaaiataoe 1n a a~t.i ~· bf ~ ...,.. ... 
llOl'81 ocmdiUoaa. It. 1llltUld appear that Corporal~.~~~~ 

;·~· Tolsorti~~!IOulal Jlall\laa 'lfbtNU the II'Q8P80ta AN pre~ Ntfi .... -Ja ~.&I•J lfl. •b:btg·toD 
~Z:: 3~~~~~\t. &let om.oe baa point.d out that pnYioua, ~ with aupect_, It I 
·:.·;:.::.vi~ wre Wlduirable aince it wu necu1&17 to._. m.J.ntarpa~~1,,.' -
; :: ~i;~"~-- . 11\i'ftA'LS 01-1 o ,_ • , ' 
.. :r: T~~~~-- ;:;._..-

• Carso-n - ~. ~·· 

' : ~ith-ru. ' Jl <~ 
::~P5-JfJtt.b 
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(1) Tbat tht attaoblcl letter be aent to the Butt. Pield 
ottio. a&tvilinc thea not to go thftNcb with tba propoaecl 
ute ot a ~tiet •1ne• itt 1• oo~ c ill>t'OPitl' 
iJrftHrttcattw p~. 1zl .W.Uoa t~~ento, 1t 1a DOted 
that \Ill ~t.tat 1e &ppa!Wl~ 11\a'Uclnecl in Jilootana aDd 
1 t 1I01Ild be DeOIN&I')" to tran.port. ld.a to Spokau.e1 lruh
ingtcm, •n the IJU.8Pitcta ua located. rurt.bel!"ml"e, it 
is d1tt1cn.ilt 'to ~ bow a auoo.-tul ~io inter
new oould rewlt wbln it s. neouaA17 to "" an 1zlwrpreter 
in a nonaal in~. · 

(2) t!Ws nrDrKttia ·l» torwant.d to tbe feotmical Leborator.r in 
ont.r tbal tlwy ad.ght be WorMd ot the allepcl oapab1llt.1e• 
ot Corporal. Bat711 1lbo Glai• the abU1tq to }Vpaotia 
indi.Yicm•'• without ....,. kDowJ.edce u4 \blreby e11c1~ .troa 
tn. OOnfeMiOM 1n Cll'bd na] 0 ...... 
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:ilr. Tolson 
l.!r. Cl~gg-
Wr .. Glavl_n _ 
llr. Lad<! -
Wr. Nicno!s 
Wr. Rosen --
llr . =y==== 

ournea 
llarbO -
llohr-
Pennington 
Qulnn T8l!l!ll 

Room __ 

• -·· ' 
December 21, 1948 

{p ~~ .. ~ ??~7?"'77 
ur. E. ~ley . 
Route 1. Box 470 
Delano, Oalitornia 

Dear Vr. Kelley: 

Your letter dated Deceal'ber 15, 19481 has been received 
and I appreciate your calling t.o my at-tention ;rour thoughts on 
the subject 70U ~~entioned. I would like to point out, however, 
that the function of the FBI . ia an investi£ative one only and a 
policy of long standing precludeS Jq OOIII'Ienti.ng upon matters 
intended .for legislative consideration. It is suggested t hat you 
may wish to di8CU85 with your l()cal aut.l:lorities the desirability 
of legislation such as you described. 

i.: . ~: . :: :-;.~4-Rt :~· ; -: :(. t>f J tJ~ rtCf t 

- --·-----·· -------·· 

FRY:mrh 
/ ) ' y\ ;j. 

Sincerely youra, 

John Edgar HooVer 
Director 

-· 
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~· J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 
~ederal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. Co 

Dear :Mr. Hoover: 
J~ 

Personal 

__ _ _ _ · . This letter is to call to your attention the most 
urgent need :fo,Oetter prevention and supression of the practice 
and teaching o~:h~notism in this country. 

This evil practice appears -to be spreading alarmingly 
as a result of the favorable publicity that has been foisted on the 
public in recent years, its apparently wide use in psychiatry in 
the arl!led ~orces, etc. Af? one who'has during the past 2} years 
seen b1s w1fe nearly die, and perhaps her whole life and the life 
oFher family blighted by this dread thing, I would like to urge , 
upon you the need for as re .. ar total suppression of this form of crime 
as is possible. 

Since this horrible thing has come into my family · 
I have studied everything I could find on the subject and quietly 
made inquiry into the matter wherever possible, and basing my opinions 
not upon my home experience, but solely upon competent authors and '----,__ _ 
others interested, find the following: · · 

' 

1. A great many medical schools, dental schools, chiropractic 
schools, etc. teach it as a subject • . This is told by men 
who instruct in it themselves, and I have been told by two 
members of the chiropractic school at Los Angeles that there 
is a doctor there who _ teaches it. One of them had taken it 

--h ims·el. f • - --- - ---- -·- · 

2. Psychia;tJ:"ists apparently ma.Y be divided into two classes, 
viz,.; those who practice it and defend it, and those who know 
very-little about it. I took my wife to a well-known 
psychiatrist in Los Angeles, who told us he had many patients 
who assured him they had been hypnotised but thathe didn't 
believe it. He also admited that he knew very little about 
the subject, and considered hypnotism only as a sleep-ind~ucing 
system, the same· as hypnotic drugs. so the public has !"~-
very little if any protection f~ft~A.Jf!J~-,~t 
medical profession. RECORDED - "'fJ ~~.'"':'":'....(~~ r- =' - -

~ 'il ~ '~ ' i I .-'J.- ' JI ,!.j 

3. A number of articles havd!:#appe£red g.nDt~3~:-t1.eyears ·1n po ular 
magazines of slick-paper quality, telling the fine things 
that can be done with hypnotism. All of them assure the 
reader that no one can make a hypnotised person do anything 
against his moral code, and cite the stage-hypnotist's 
demonstration of this. However, this is· a lie, as any 
competent authority on the subject will admi~. 

11 
Estabr)ook, 

of Colgate University, states in his "Hypnot1sm (1943 

-./· 
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that all researchers on. the subject, both here and in 
Germany, agree that hypnotism is successfully used in sex 
off~nses. Science News Letter (Washington, D.C.) for ·· 
AprJ.l 19, 194? reports on page 245 that army experiments 
conducted by Dr. John G. Watkins positively-prove that 
hypnosis causes one to act under an induced hallucination 
and he does not feel he is violating his own conscience 
in doing the will of the "control". One former hypnotist 
explains the stage trick as follows: 

The 11 Control" gives the hypnotised "subject" _a knife and 
tells him to kill that man in the front row. The subject 
advances menacingly but at the last moment turns and comes 
back to the stage. This proves nothing except that the 
subject obeyed the wishes (not the words) of the control. 
I have been amazed to find that some of my innermost 
thoughts were known to persons under my control at the time. 
Naturally, if the subject really did knife the man in the 
front row the control would be in trouble, so for the 
purpose of his demonstration he wishes the subject to 
advance only so far and then return. 

4. Where has at times been severe penalties, even death, to 
persons hypnotiz!ng others in Germany, the seat of hypnotic 
knowledge in the western civilization. There appears to 
be a similar need here, instead of the ungoverned use and · 
praJse it is now being accorded by segments of the medical 
profession and others. This should if possible apply to 
post-hypnotic suggestions, also, which of course is difficult, 
but the whole practice should be outlawed and watched 
carefully. Occasionally we see of some one being convicted 
for moral offenses under hypnosis, but no ·doubt thousands 
of others are also victims. Indeed it hardly seems possible 
that any really expert hypnotist does not take at least 
occasional ad-vantage of others sexually and financially, 
since it involves absolutely no risk under our present laws. 

Recently the Los .Angeles papers were full of a case where a 
young man was running so;me kind of farm near Whittier, Calif. 
at which lived a number of husbands and wives. It turned 
out according to their testimony that the husbands worked 
and supported the colony and. its nead,. and meanwhile left 
off all cohabitation with their wives, while the head of 
the colony used the wives as he saw fit and had a number 
of children from them. To anyone who has had hypnotism in 
his family, the secret of this young man's success is no 
secret at all. He was really an expert. 

5. In the Popular Science and Papular Mechanics magazines there 
are a number of advertisements for instruction in hypnotism. 
It is doubtful if anyone could very often get to be an expert 
by mail, for Professor Estabrook declares "The chief 
requirement to becoming an expert hypnotist is to wa.z:tt to 
padly enough. 11 Inc~ den tally, though, thone of thiil~J.t~ll 
claims of the hypnotJ.st J.nstJ.~utes J.S at they 
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you how to fix it so that you can never be hypnotised. 
This is done by having a 'friend hypnotize you and give you 
a post-hypnotic suggestion to never let anyone hypnotize 
you again. If hypnotism is so good, why do hypnotists 
consider the ability to keep from being hypnotized so 
valuable. 

It was our family physician who 
I am not in doubt about this, for I have much proof 
maxe no accusations to you by name nor did I at the time nor to 
outsiders, because we have no proof that is legal of course and 

-·so we had -noleg·al recourse. Also, my wife-watched me carefully 
that I did not tell anyone or try to harm him, and I believe if 
anything had happened to him she would have died. I had no intention 
of harming him, for it would accomplish nothing but harm to my 
family and children and is against my christian principles. However, 
my wife was at the point of death for nearly a year resisting the 
post hypnotic suggestions ( be arranged twice to increase them 
when he met her) and for some months we were unable to determine 
what was wrong with her, since at that time we knew nothing of 
hypnotism except that it could put people to sleep. My wife was 
a very strong-natured person and would have died rather than to 
violate her christian principles, and for a long time it seemed that 
this would happen. I have seen enough outside of my wife's testimony 
and my observation ··of be·r to know exactly whereof I speak, and about 
two years ago· I accused the doctor to his face, and he, by. his 
actions confirmed what I was already sure of •. The whole "thing clouds 
our family because my wife is unable to concentrate on monetary or 
outside or household affairs as much· as she used t·o, her face is 
strained, and our children have suffered somewhat ·from the mother 
love she gt;tve them befo.re. Estabrook declares that a post-hypnotic 
suggestion .for ten years later has been given and carried out at the 
exact time, and that students given minor suggestions to resist can 
think of nothing else until they carry them out, being unable to 
study_, __ etc .•. - __ Qn.e .. other~~u_tho:rtty_ q.eql~~!L~ hyp_!!oti f!_~ may have a 
thousand subjects going about their daily business but uiide·r-hiEf 
control and at his beck and call. MY wife was ayoung, beautiful 
woman, full of ambition, energy, and life before thishappened. Now 
she looks 20 years older from the strain of resisting the suggestion. 
Is it any wonder that I urge upon.you the necessity of general -
suppression of hypnosis in all its forms. As one authority·states: 
"Anything that can bind a human will and intrude another will upon 
it rs "slave;t;y" . . 

I know your bur-eau has no doubt done much on this line, but hypnosis f 
is wearing a new ba4ge of respectability that will enable it to 
enslave increasing thousands in this free country. Please ·consider JJ. 

this need and make recommendations to the lawmakers of our land. ~ 1• 
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clavlr, Clegg_~ 
:; 1eilol= 

he sen_ 

Tracy_ 

,._. 
J. •• •• 

Oc-tober 3'1, 1951 

... ... ~ .. -·-

Tour letter dated oc-tolter 17, 1951, 
haa been rece i ued and tt was in de eel thoughtful 
of you to bring th ia matter to •Y attent·,ora. 

I . 

IIOIJ I take thta opportunity to p,o'lnt 
out to you that atnce the I'Bl ia •ofely a fact
finding tJgt14Cfl and 0111/ infor~tlen wh.icll IH 
secure in our tr~ueatigatiOJUJ •••t be adata·aible 
in court caa iea'tlaonr, tt C• ·IJO"t posatbl• /or 
represen'tpti u« of th.t a lJuri!izu to u·Ul '~•• onu 
aetl&bda ·such a• you describe. 

b6 
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I.f, ho•euer, you have any hafo.,.aa'tion 
tn the futur• 11thiol& 11ou believe to be •'tl&in 
the purvie• o,r the ·· -,,deral Bure4u of I~ti'Jestigation 's 
authority, pleaae do not h.esitat• to co,.•act •11 
rttpresentai.,uea a$ 735 u. s. Poat Ofjlo• Customs 
and Court Houa•, JtiliDautee 2, lfiacolt•.ta. 

cc - Milwaukee, 

~c 
DICt~ 

Sincerely uoura, 

;J. D&ar Hoover 

John Edgar eoouer 
Director 

wft}i}tlJy oj in.coming 
.... /C_-~J . . ... . . ..., 

; ~ ~ '. 

! -

/."~ ''>' 
' / I ·· 

:, ,/ 

\t.J) 
·..._ ... 



c: - ..... - • 



• ~-~~----~ · ~~~~ 
~~· - · 

. ~~CJ4'L~~~· 
~~..Jt.,..l·· "-"'c:UU~· ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ 

~ ~ ~- ·~ ~ A-A-V~, . 

~ ~ ~-{--- ~;tc·-~ 
~&= ... ~ J;..t44~,) ~ C.b ~~ ~ ~ 

~-~~~-~ 
·~~~,' · , ~ 

- ~~~' . ~.,~ 

e~~~~~ ------~·--· ·· --· - · · ---······ · .. --- : - - -- - .. . . -~ 
\....() .$J.- C..<P .. ~ ~ A-~ ~...d:zt~, 
~~~~~~~. 
~~~~~-~~~ 
Q.~~~~ •••• '~ 

--~-~~~~4~ ~··o~·•R 
. ~~ .r~ .. ~~~~ 
~. ~·..::t"L.l -~-~ '-'4 ~~, 
~·~~~~~~ 

~~~~ · · , 

~ o .. -<l..L J-a.-~ ~ ~· 1 ~ .; n ::t:tu...au 

9'£' bx) o-..V ~ ~ ~-~ \.A....e-

~~ . ~~~ 





' - =· . .. -~ .~.,'. 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
washington, D.C. 

])ear Sirs-

TRUE COPY 

· I .... -~--------:-~_c __ __. 

A medical Doctor and I, in the past, have done a lot of 
study and probing into the values of hypnotism-its possibilties and 
failures. This M.D. died while I was in service, during the last 
war. Am offering this data to your bureau, hoping that this knowlege 
would be found useful, and as a slight token of this time and effort 
of-the late Dr. -Peter J. Wollesheim, who died of T.B., some months 
after making several sincere attempts to become an officer in the 
U. S. Navy •. 

B'lieve we have a method of inducing hypnosis witho~t the 
knowlege of the individual, and after the first induction, the future 
is assured ~ resulting in deeper 'sleep', thru repetition. 

The results are many and almost unbelievable -·new phases 
show up, so unusual that I am suprised, after several years of study, 
to observe. 

Know that one can take almost ~ny English speaking person
find out personal things, including their political beliefs, move
ments etc., __ aside from curing ailments of long standing, which would 
not interest your office. 

we can tell a patient certain stated, supposed secrets, yet 
obtain this data, without their knowlege - these are only a very few 
of the possibilites, which we have tried and been successful in doing 
in the past. 

I, personally, have never been in trouble, arrested or to my 
knowl'ege, had·any reason to be under the scrutiny of any .police 
department. Please do not make public this lette.r as some people who 
have rio knowlege of .hypnotism think of it with a prejudice, born of 
years of false beliefs - so far as to think it is anti-religious -
hurts the patient·mentally. TheM~. I wrote of was catholic, I am 
protestant - can assure you there is no religious connection in any 
se~ce, nor is it harmful to a patient. 

Realiae these findings w~uld not hold up in a legal court 
of law, but the results would lead to confession in the case of a crime. 



-~ I_;':' ·' ... 

•• 
TRUE COPY 

If you are interested, please write to me- don't have 
anyone interview me in person as I do .not use this science in 
dentistry, nor would I want an F.B.I. man here, ~s it might cause 
suspicion which could hurt my dental praqtice. 

If you have us'ed this. method previously, I am sorry to 
have bothered you with this lengthU letter~ 

Yours truly, 

{Am a poor writter.) 

. b6 
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;To~ 
Mr~ Boardman __ 
Mr. Nichols .-~~~ · 
Mr. Belmont :. ~--.:: 
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Mr. Mohr .... ---··
M ... Parsona.----·--
1\11'• ~11 . . .:..---

M-r •. T.mm ------. 
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Mt'~ WmterrOW&L 
Ttlt-. R~ --------
Mr. H?Hflmaa . .......: 
M~ss Gartdy .... --
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Your letter .d.ati~\a: Januq.ry . 9-,- 1955, h.as 
been re_ce tved. · · ' ~ , ;. · · 

. ·.- . 

While i uiould· l tlte t ·o . be of service, we 
cio not h(w~ any tn.forrnatipn available for.. a istri'i

.· ·.' button con cern ing the subject oJ' your inqu i'rV~ -

j am enclos-trig··'som.e m·atertal which I .··. · 
· thought you ~ight 1 ilre t() ._have. · , 

.. . 

E-(4) 

· Stnce~e~y yours~ 
<;. : . 

Jo.hn Edgar Hoover 
.JJirector 

:· ·, 

Th i r.ty Yf?ars of Fingerp ~.}ht I den tificati oh: . 
P£;rsonn·el . and Seru.ices.: of the FBI Lab·oratory .. · .. 
'The s ·to ry of the Federal Bure·au . of Inves-t iga.t ion . 
Services of t .he FBI. .. . · · 

.· 

NbTEr Correspond~nt'i co~munication does n~i · · 
;refiect her :.J<.marital status; therefore, thf] sq~utation 
'Mi,ss~ was us ~d. : . . · ......:..----- ~ 

TED:aef \ . . 
(3) ~\) 

' . . . ~ 

l 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

b6 

b7C 

I }!Jaderstand that your department has studied the use 
of~tiypnotism in crime. .Since I am using this topic 
fer· my seniOr thesis I vmuld appreciate any information 
that you have available. 

' \'iould you, please send to me any data yo<;l might have 
- onnoH 'to· d~tect-·=the- u.-se· c.-r--hypnotism ~in a crlme'? -r~· ------

am especially interested in case histories if they may 
be given out. I will gladly pay for any cost that you 
may incur.. 

Thank you for_your help. 

b6 

. b7C 

ta JAN: 18 1955 

-

I 



10-29-57) • 
·-- "-..._ 

::r~· -
yton ---
e. Room __ Crackup o.f Patients ~-~~~e~M~. i 

R~~~~~:. m,,!~~,~~R"~'~,~~~~~~~.~~~ •. J V 
Staff Reporter longed hospitalization. . illusions she was dying. . [ 

Holloman' --
Gandy ~::-----

' SAN FRANCISCO, May 16 • A 30-year-old college .PSY- Dr. Teitel told a final-day 1 

A Long Beach, Calif., psychia- ch?lo~y graduate. Sou_ght psy- sessi?n of the 114t~ annual 1 

trist . charged today that his ch1~tnc ·he~p a~ter usmg hyp- :m~etu!g of th~ ~mencan Psy-' 
medical coll'eagues·, dentists, nos1s on h1s Wl_fe preparatory ch1atnc. Assoc1atlon. that_ these l 

I
:~ chiropractors and psycho!- to sexual rel~twns. ~ fter Jre- and o~her cas~s under h1s per- I 

ogists are • inadvertently driv- p~ated · expenences, she fled sona~ ?bservatwn were clear~y ) 
ing patients crazy with hyp- h1s home and board. He ap- prec1p1tated b~ the hypnotic 
nosis. · · pealed for medical help for treatments. . 

1 Dr. Bernard . Teitel, practic- h1s .• im~otence when without a "H. ypnosi_s has little ~alue,, 
ing psychiatrist, cited numer- hy~nqtized mate. • ny) and httle. place m mo -
ous cases of patients or sub- f>. ~4-ye;ar-old mo_ther of rn-day psych1_atry. , Its u 
jects under hypnosis who suf- two_ c~1ldren. Hypnobze~..J.or ust be restncted, he d 
fered severe emotional states anx1ehes, suddenly developed clared. · . 

; through hypnotic treatments .. 
: · They included: 
' • A 45-year-old woman re-

ceived hypnosis for "painless" 
dentistry. She felt no pain, but 
after second such treatment 

1,:';

: she felt "people were staring 
at her." Within a week sae 
had delusions the FBI was / 
after her. She became se-1 
verely psychotic. j 

• A 35-year-old housewife, 
mother of four children, hyp-1 
notized by a psychologist f~· 1 

l'anxiety reac.tions·· .. • .. becau . . · · he had difficulty in swallo -
ng. After third trance, s · . 
bought her mind ·was bei 

controlled by radar · from a 

- ~~ 
6 7 MAY 21 ~:;58 

~ 3ttJ!_?-fl 
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• 
Police Trap Liars 
With Hypnosis Use 
· ·By HELENAJpLLOCK Another police use of hypnosis, 
A new use foP'hypnosis-as a he said, · is . in cracking amnesia 

lie detector-was described here cases. Several amnesia victims 
. this week by a man who for 24 have had their memories restored 
years has taught doctors and dent- under hypnosis. · 
ists the art of inducing trances. Medical hypnosis is now used . 

. 
, :Har'( Arons of Newark, N.J., in surgery, childbirth,. 'alcohol.ism .
1 

said ~~is can be used either -to ease pain. to stop smoking. 
. with the polygraph lie detector to lose weight. Dentists fise it· 
i or independently to help law en- to relax rigidly fearful patients 
' fercement officers put the finger and to gentle the gag reflex. 

on· fibs. 1 { '/..u '-;. Arons has just completed an " 
Here's how ~t works:.··. 18-hour course in, hypnosis for . 

'The suspect IS hypnotized, and Dallas doctors, dentists and psy. 
while he is in trance an "auto- chologists at Southern Methodist 
~omic response" is planted in his University. The course was spon
Sl.!bconscious mind. sored by the recently chartered 
•That is, he is conditioned so Southwest' Research Institute of 

that, after he wakes up, he will Hypnosis, Inc., located at 6617 
react with a specific mannerism Snider Plaza. 
eyery time he tells a lie: His A similar course was started 

1 ~ye will twit.ch and h~ wil.l scratch in Fort Worth ·this week. 
tt, or he wtll pull h1s right ear, . . . 
or he will rub the back of his Arons 1~ ~xecubve director .of · 
head. the Assoc1~bon to Advance EthiC• 
·The spellbinding technique for al Hypnosis. It.s goals are to ad· 

, 'finding falsehoods is primarily an van.ce the serious uses of hyp-

i
" d to lawmen in developing. nos1s and remove the art . from 

es, Arons said, since lies de• the realm of stage stunts and 
ted by either hypnosis or poly- c;tuackery. . 

h are nof admissible court • He a~so cond~cts. a resident 
evl(fence. , school m hypnosis m New J er- . 
· . sey, attended in the past four Hypnotist ·Ar'AJ1r:.c 

:years by students from -46 s_1 tatE~.,:---_,;;,~===---'--·--'--:..____;~:._:_----'-.:.....:.'-'---·--~-c-• 
and is editor of Hypnosis, a quat:-

~- ?' ~ 

\ 
62 MAR 30 1959 

terly journaL 
He remembers his first medical 1 

classes 24 years ago, when doc- : 
tors sneaked in and out the back 
door. Hypnosis has · recently 1 

gained wide acceptance in medic- . 
I a! and dental circles; and . 

-' got an austere nod from the 
servative American Medical As
~;-t;on last 

/' ---
f:t·/01 

"Dallas Morning News" 
Dallas, Texas, ~-r /l-!.f( 

Jack B. Krueger, 
Managing Editor 

Rf.V~ I f;:J:-391Jj:/;f-
NoT RECORDEJ1,-

191 MAR27 1959 
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August 20, 1959 

" Dear· Mr. Lutter: 
... 

Your letter of August 15, 1959, baa been received, 

and I certainly appreciate the interest which prompted you to 
I • - ~ · .:· 

communicate with me. Aa much as I would like to be of sel"V1ce 
I . 

to you with regard to your request concerning cases relating to 
' . -

tile criminal use of bypno8is, I must advise' that no statisticS or 
'' 

records of this nature are maintained by the FBI. 
.MAIL~~ -· 

.l\IJG 2 0 1959 Sincerely yours, 
COMM·FBI' 

1 - Boston ·- Enclosure 

..... 
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NOTE: No re~ord was located in Bufiles concerning I 
· -, No information concerning the criminal use of hypnos~l~s-was"""""="'~un~c~o--v~er--e~ay-----' 

among the interesting case write-ups or through a check of our 
Laboratory Division. 

BDA:jep·~ 
Tolson__ {4) /1( 
Belmont _ IJ"'· V 
DeLoach_ '' 
McGuire-. _ ~' 

~~~~o~-----:- ~I~. L •J 
Rosen __ ( Y..~ f:l 

Tamm__ ... ··~· · . . ,·I ' ,n 7 Trotter -,- ~:1 · · / 
W .C. Su lli•ran _ . - ' . L'. • . 

Tele. Room_ 
Holloma n -
Gandy___ . MAIL ROOM c:::::J TELETYPE UNIT c:::J 



HARVARD LAW SCHOOL 

CAMBRIDGE,MAS~_ACHUSETTS 

• 
August 15, 1959 

() 
I am doing a paper which de~s with2}~osf~ 

in order to aid the medical, police and legal prof'88-
sions. It is being done he:re at Harvard .Law School as 
a part of the program of research. and writing. 

The paper deals with the use of hypnosis by 
a criminal for criminal purposes·. In my medical and 
legal research I have uncovered some grave facts which 
ultimately should be of great ·interest to your bureau 
and the police profession. In order to insure that 
this work will not merely repeat work that has been 

·done, but will be new, conclusive and correct, I find 
·that I need the cooperation of your bureau. 

I have discussed the criminal use of hypnosis 
with your agents in Philadelphia and Boston. They 
both suggested that the washington Office and it's 
Department of Criminal Statistics would be of great 
help. Will you send me reports and a list of the names 
~<ff--ahy eases --(which have -oee·n orou:gbt to ;court-r-u-r;;---
volving the use of hypnosis for criminal purposes,any 
information you may have concerning the misuse of 
hypnosis. 

May I again assU:re you that the information 
~ l I ·-' • ~~ I ' 

you may send will be used··in a:~work designed to aid . 
·the police, legal and I!J.edi.c~ profess).ons. The wo 
is not being drafted for. popUlar us~~ t-22 _::;j~a..t..J 

RtC- J-~-

~ 
~ ;7-J<i~Jj 
~.'.-:r~ 
/~/?'/~~ 
?-19-s-y -ne--?~ 

r-~~--~~------------~~ 

b6 
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UNITED~TATES GOVERNMENT 

TO llr. Par soD& DATB: 

PJlOM B. J. Whit~ 

~ aua}KT: DR. G:ao.GB H. BS'I'ABROOI[S 
CIIAIIUWI 
DBPAllTDft OF PSYCBOLOGY 
cn..GATB 1JifiVBRB ITT 
IIAIIILTOK, :OW YORIC 

Reference aeao froa llr. M. A. Jones to llr. DeLoach date-· 
8/17/59, concerning the above-captioned individual. . .. 

--
Dr. George H. Estabrooks and Dr. F. L. leinwald wer, b 6 interviewed at the FBI Laboratom by SA I oa 

8/19/59, relative to the use o~~~nosi,~ in juvenile delinquency. b 7c 
Hypnosis in juvenile delinquency I ~rent research project·of 
Dr. Estabrooks and he has applied for a grant in the amount ot 
$40,000 froa the National Institute of Mental Health in orde~~to 
conduct research in this field. 

Dr. Bstabrooks stated that statistics coapiled by 
Sheldon Glueck of Harvard University indicate that a boy beco .. s 
delinquent due to resent .. nt on the part of the f~er towards the 
boy. The boy, sensing this resentaent, rebels against the fat-~r 
and turns toward the gang, et cetera. ,\ 

Dr. Estabrooks' plan is to hypnotize a nuaber of 
juvenile deliaquent boys, with parental consent, and give thea 
posthypnotic suggestions in order to change their ego ideal froa 
the father to a person such as a minister or anyone of respoaaibility 
whoa each boy respects, thereby eliainating the cause for rebellion. 

I Dr. Estabrooks stated that he would like to have the 
following act as consultants for his research project: 

1. Harold Rosen, PhD, MD - Chairaan of the Psychiatric 
Clinic, Johns Hopkins University 

2. Sheldon Glueck - Criminologist and Lawyer, 
Harvard University ~ 

3. Milton H. Ericksons, MD - Psychiatrist, fbp~~~~--
Arizona, and President of the American Societ 
of Clinical Hypnosis t 1 SEP l 1959 

/14. FBI representative 
1 1 

.. b:J..."" J .. 9. ·~ _ ,o _ _,, .. , 

Enclosur~j :::~U. .. d.--._, 

~i,-PAC - (4) I ~t ~·~ 
\:\' 7~ .§Jy 

Cl(~ ~~ 5~ 
<1\:y ,)t".: 

..:.J 
<( 
z 
5 
C2 
0 
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--- ·•• 
MeJDOrandum to Mr. Parsons 

Re: DR. GEORGI H. ESTABROOKS 
CRAIJUIAN 
DBPAllTIIBNT OF PSYCliOLOGY 
COLGATE UNIVERSITY 
HAIIILTOR, MD YORK 

When questioned regarding the specific purpose for an FBI 
\representative, Dr. Estabrooks said that an FBI representative would 

\

give prestige to his project and would be able to furnish 
miscellaneous information concerning the adult criminal. 

It was pointed out to Dr. Estabrooks that his research 
project appeared to be more directly concerned with the medical field 
rather than law enforcement which is the priaary responsibility of 
the FBI. 

Drs. Estabrooks and Reinwald were straichtforward, sincere 
and held the Bureau in high esteem. It is felt that Dr. Bstabroota' 
research project aay have soae aerit, but no useful purPose can be 
served by havinc a Bureau representatiye act as a consultant for thi• 
project. 

Subsequent to the interview, SAl !conducted b 6 
Drs. Estabrooks and Reinwald on a tour of the Laboratory. Both b 7c 
appeared to be very impressed as to the Laboratory facilities, 
personnel and the services that are rendered. 

RECOMMEMDATION: 

That Dr. Estabrooks' request for an FBI representative to 
serve as a consultant for his research project be denied and the 
attached letter be forwarded to hia. 

-2-
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HERMAN J. LICHTY, President RICHARD EATON, Vice-President 1
"'',_ 

b6 

b7C 

Sept 21,1959 

Ron. J. E. Hoover ~ 
Federal Bureau of Inve6tigation 
Department of Justice 
City 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

We of the Guild know that you are· calle_d on many times 
to attend meetings of all kinds that rob you of your 
time. However Leonard Viner tells me that you usually 

lllike meetings connected with 'crime in general and this 
is why our President has asked me '-t.9 invite you to our 
meeting the 29th of this month. ~' 

""'-·~ -"-The attached prog-ram will give you-·the details of the 
coming meeting and hope tluat ·you will come_lf you feel 
you can·spare the time and have not other more pressing 
engagments for this d2te. I am also in~iting Leonard 
and Bob Murray,-- of the Metropoli t:an Police to. betJ~d:;nifihis 
particular meeting. Out next meeting will be on lie 
detectors and hypnosis- using one in conjunction ~th 
the other this following month. 

I . 
I would de:em it a greQ. t fa~ror if you would inform me 
if you will be able to attend,at the above address. 
We are not looking for publicity Mr Hoover, we are a 

• 

gr9'¥p of people who are interestod in the man:{ applications 
of':1i;zj~~ .. • At this time v'le seem to have crime and hyp-
no"'S'n war ln8 against each other. '> L~ ,;;('_ _ . 

REC- 5~w ~~ _ ·J--~-~- · Hoping to see you at the me-&t.:ln. g, -I am, c ~ 'Q 
·-.:---,_ c)()J!J faa s _· 1~ 

r--:-.--. EP 29 tgg-· 
Sirrcer~~ yours~ ~ ~ 9 

:::::::---~ ~ <::~ '-- ' / ~
/~e~£:~~{~-~ 

Secretary. 
-""'*<AJto.;so 

1959 
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The Washington Hypnotic Guild1 Incorporated 
will meet in the Community Room of the Washington Post 

1515 L Street, N. W. at 8 o'clock on 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 1~59 

Your President and Officers sincerely hope each of you had a won
derful summer and a relaxing vacation, and we look forward to seeing 
many of you at our meetings. 

This notice of meeting will begin a monthly chain of notices to you 
keeping you informed of the happenings of hypnosis, and in particular 
the affairs of the Washington Hypnotic Guild. 

J<?SEPH EDElM~ Hypnotherapist, of New Yorl_c. City 

The big news to report is that our first meeting will be an important 
night for the Guild. At this meeting we will have the rare privilege of 
hearing Mr. Joseph Edelman, Director of Hypnotism Center, Inc., of 
New York City. Not only''is Mr. Edelman a hypnotist but a lecturer and 
an authority on crime. His subject will be-

~'HYPNOSIS AND CRIME" ~ 
AND 

Consultant Techniques in Hypnotherapy 

We would like to have as many members and their friends present 
as possible. It will be a fine night to remember. 

The Executive Committee has held several meetings during the 
summer and has unanimously elected the following officers for the Guild 
to serve for 1959-1960: 

Herman J. Lichty, President 

Richard Eaton, Vice President 

Leonard K. Owens, Secretary-Treasurer 
5112 Mac Arthur Blvd., Wash., D. C. 
Phone: WO. 6-7480 

Membership Chairman: Thomas Morrare 
Library Chairman: Darrell Page 
Special Activities Chairman: William Mayers 

Our Membership Chairman "Tom'' Morrare, has application blanks 
for those who want to become new members. See him after the meeting. 

I 

Herman J. Lichty, President. 
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The objective[bf the Washington Hypnotic Guil~ shall be 
.tc>- promote th'e research, st~dy,. understanding,! use and 
prac;tice of h~pnosis in the _Wasnington, o.' C., prea~~for 
the purpose of., physical, intellectual and mora·l,;i.mprove-
•.. - . . ·- .. It - : --

menFwithin tJje limits of non-medical_ training~ · :_ ;· ·_-_·-~ 
• •' t - ~ ~ ~ r •• .• ~~ ' '~ : ' • • • -~ 
: .. _;:All members ~f the Guild shall be guided by the folfowing1prindples:: 

'/:> :<· . -. .j 

.. 1. To confine .. the practice of hypnosis within individual and tech- . 
n:icaVcapabilities and limitations. ;; . ·. · .•. ·. •. 'it •' 

2. To confine· the practice of hypnosis to the best int~,rest of the· 
subject. !_,, . . .. _ __ ___ __ _ -l . __ 

;.o.c-~--~~11~~~--. -~-. -3~e-Fe:meve:a~uggestien-.that-...may-be..detrimenta.bto-.the_=S:qbje_c_t._··--_ -~: 

4. Never to rJmo~e or attempt to remove pain, illness or symptoms 
of emotional :disturbapce unless within capacity of understanding or 
while working ~with a l;Iledical doctor. ' . J 

5. Never to attempt hypnosis with persons who· are feeble-minded, 
epileptic or possessed of a weak h~art. · 

.. 
' 

. ,. . .. '\ 
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Dear Mr. Owens: 
.. ' 

Tkamk yeu for your letter of Oetober 19, 1959, 
with enClosure, aad fEu" yew kiad mvltati• for me to attend a 
meetlag of y&ur (.1.1:J8.d oa Oetober 28, 1959. 

_ It was mest thoqldtul <r.tf yeu to ask me to be 
present, INt regrettal\iy, I bave aaether eagagement for that 
evenl.Bc wld.ell makes it tm.pessibl:e_ fG!lf'jne, to be With you. 

-· . '"''· ~~ ? 
. ' ~.) ~SS.'ferely JGlU"S, 

~· r:~ '..: 
- "'"" • :i...: :::::> 
0 .P" ·"' .-' -: rr·. ~ 

...:. '[i:J C"i J. Edgar llO<mC '1 n r-J 
;1'1 •\ ·_::, .• CJ . ~ 
~·-·· ~ .~.~ ~ i 
'?~. en <.'b • , ~ 

i%~ '~ CP~ :· 
~· H: ~ 

1 

ncr 2 8 1959 i 

COMM~FBJ 

0 .• . 

·-- ·NOTE: No information identifiable with Leonard K. owen~~ l~ted 
in Bufiles with the exception that by letter dated 9-21·59, he invited the 
.Dl*f~Ctef 't$~d a meeting of the Guild on 9-29-59. The invitation was 

.,£) rr.b ... 
1 

• ,~ee~llnea by tel;~hone call to Mr. Herman J. Lichty, Presidentrof the 
l_jj}f ~·.<, I• ~· .'ilm.lt•was'determined Owe2s' t lephone,number as furni ed 

Tolson __ . ~ bJil"... incorrect. . I , 

Belmont r, !"~ ~~- • t:!' wv ,. . . I ' . . .. 
DoLooo>~,'i".".:,j • , ¥1!Hf ' ' ' ' '~ 

-, Tele. Room 
•. --...._Holloman -------""J<n•!R'J 

G;:;'ndy !'. · OOM CJ TELETYPE UNIT c::::=J 
............ .:.. '"' :.,_;7:1 - - ,: • 

-.:........_ ·I 
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HERMAN J. LICHTY, President 
";'; - .. ,.., • RICHARD EATON, Vice-President 

Wa!ibington 
of 

Hon. J. E. Hoover, Director, 
Fed. Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 

• 
~uilb, Jnc. 

City. 6 I 

,J j '/.'-/?- N A /!" ' 

Hoover: . fi"'. '"'_._ ..... Jd,,'l2"''""~'""""'~"'"""~""" ._._.._ ....... , ............ 

;·re of the Guild are indeed sorry that you were unable to 
at':.end our las·s mee.ting which proved to be an interesting 
and enlightening one for all in attendance. 

However, r-'londay, the 26th inst., in the Community Room of 
the Washington Post Building a.t.J;-~'0 p.m., another meet in 
v.Jill be held featuring Mr. Joh~eon, J;...l:..e p_ete.Qt-.2.r_. §:x;Pe.x:,:t .__....,..,.....---
as per the atta9hed notice. · ;;j~. 1 '\ 

As a matter of fact we are going to pre-hy-~motiZe several \ u
0 
... b 6 

subjects and suggest that they 1:1ere wi.tnesses to a murder ··· · · -b7C 
but ~hat on pain of death they will not reveal the identity 
of the murderer ( Mr. Leon in this ins'tance ) to anyone. 
At this time •de 1.-.rill subject the subject to ])llr Leons 1 lie 
detection to see 1vha t 1.-.rill happen and chec.k the graph of 
the lie detector. After this, we will suggest away the ij 

thought of witnessing the murder from the subject. Also J 
at the meeting we hope t.o have an·· M. D., to check the dep*J+_...,_· hi-' , . 
of hypnosis in the pre-hypnotized subj ec·t so no one will ,. 
doubt the au-l:.hentici ty of the_ subjects used. In all it . , 
will be a very interes-l:.ing night. J 

I Please accept my sincere apology for ':.he wrong telephoner 
number. The girl was a little too fast in her transposition 
of same. Above is the correct number. 

I [· 

I Tr~sting :;roi1r ma-r:w and varied duties 
at:.end thls

1
meetlng, I am, 

wfif~ 3lrmit you to 

4-105 ~~-~Jtzt~·-'f::5 

Ovrens, 

:~is· OCT 3@ .19~ 
~ 
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The Washington Hypnotic Guild, Incorporated 

will meet in the Community Room of the Washington Post 

1515 L Street, N. W. at 8 o'clock on 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1959 

Ll E DETECTOR DEMONSTRATION 

Mr . .John Leon, Director of the National Lie Detection Labo
ratory of Washington, D. C., and one of the oldest authorities on lie 
detection will discuss-

CAN HYPNOSIS OR LIE DETECTION 

BE USED TO FIND THE TRUTH 

MORE RAPIDLY ? ? ? 

____ Se_yeral .s.ubjElQts_will be hypnotized by members oLthe_Guild_ . 
- and then submit themselves. to the lie detector. A very interesting 

and informative program has been arranged by your officers. 

Don't miss next month's meeting. We plan to give Mr. Harry Arons 
an appropriate plaque for his o1,1tstanding contribution to hypnosis. His 
untiring efforts to advance hypnosis, and thereby exposing the stage . 

·hypnotist for entertaining purposes, has made him a national figure. 
His ability to conduct classes, lecture and write has made him an organ
izer and leader for our cause. It is men like Mr. Arons that have worked 
with-the medical profession with respect and honor to publicize the use 
and 11~ed for hYI>J1osis. 

* * * 
DUES! DUES! DUES! 

Dues are $5.00 per single membership or $7.50 per couple (man and wife) . 

"Tom" Morrare has application blanks for those who care to become 

new members. (See "Tom" after the meeting.) 
LEONARD K. OWENS, Secretary 

5112 Mac Arthur Blvd., W ashington, D. C . 

tzl (I~ ~ -;1'/fu 

. .~ -.. 
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The objective'of the Washington Hypnotic -~uildl shall be 
to promote;th~e research, study, understan~.i~g,.~use _gnd 
practice· of hypnosis in the Washi'ngton,_ ·p;_ C.i- 'brea-,-Jor: 

. -- --~ '"-· --~-~~-J 

the purl?ose of physical, intellectual and morO'Il,improve-
ment within tpe limits of non~medic;(]l traininQ(. __ 

- . ~ ~ 

All members B_f the Gut:hall be guided by t~e followin~,.prin~iples: 
1. To confine·~ the practice of hypnosis within inqividuaL and tech-

ni~al capabilities :·~nd lim'hations. . - - L. 

' 2. To confin~l the fractice of hypnosis to the best inte~est of the 

; - :t ·To ;;;;;,.~\,(.,;g~~'tk,~tJkt m;b; ~etri~~tit:Jd~es~hfect. 
·4. Never to re~0ve or attempt to remove -pain, illness· or ~yinpt~ms

of emotional di;?ti~lbance unless within capacity of understanding or 
while working with~a.medical doctor. ____ ~--~- ~~~ I 

5 .. Never to attJmpt hypnosis with persons who are feebie-minqed, 
epileptic or possessed, of a weak heart. · _-,,. · 

_ . 6. ·Never to engage in any form bf st~ge hypn_osis or be~o~~ :a,~p~it~ _--: 
t? it for the sole purp·ose of entertainment! . t... .J _ . _ : - ~- · _ , _: 

J .:""""""'' ~ .• )·· ··"""-.. • 

--... 
• ... !"' 

- ~, ' r 

• •• • • ~- ••• p -~ } 

!•, •• . ... ' 
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GOVERNMENT 

TO 

PllOM 

Mr. A •. H. Belmont 

W. C.Sull~ 
q~./F7 . . DATE: 

--~ .A[~NQI:QN:::n::~:c:::=::~-~""" ?J1 e ~:~~o;~ 
INFORMATION CONCERNING (CENTRAL RESEARCH R) 

" L/ 

Father Gormley was referred to me by Congressman Philip .J. Philbb.t, 
Third District of Massachusetts, to whom he is related •. FafAer Gormley is 
engaged in preparing a scholarly work on the medical uses of).ypnos~.~~ A 
brief portion _of this study· will include the use of hypnosis in dealing with 
criminals by lkw enforcement agencies. ' 

Father Gormley telephonically contacted me and asked if the FBI had 
any public source material which might be worth his consideration. I informed 
Fathe-r Gormley that there was nothing that we could give him from our files. 
_He said he understood this fully and had in mind only .m~£erial which was already 
known to the public. I referred .Father Gormley to the· followlng: Handwriting 
and Forgery Under Hypnosis by. George .J. ·Lacy;. an artie!~ -for the Northwestern 
Univers~ty Journal of Criminal Law, . Criminology and Poli~e- Science by 
Sheldon S. Levy, New York County Assistant District Attorney; Hypnotism 
and Crime Detection by Edward A. Dieckmann; and Rebel Without a Cause by . 
Robert Mitchell Lindner. . j' 

I. told Father Gormley that from. an academic atandpolnt sl!ould he ln /v.. 11· 
his. res~arch develop any. interesting information, it would be appreciated if \. ~ 
he would ·caU it to my attention. ·. H~ said he would be glad to do so. Father \. ' 
Gormley explained ._to me that he has been .interviewing a number of psychiatrists \.~_ 
in order to ascertain from them their .views and to secure any' pertinent experience'S\ 
which they may have had concerning the rehabilitation of criminals through the {\ 
use~f hmno_sis_ .as a form_ of th_e_ rapy from a psycho-analyticaJ. pojnt of. view. 

~~?r-·l-..2--&--stJ ' · 
-RE OMMENDATION: _ ,AfD:J._. 

- 9 toA-J9979- ~v-~ 
For your information and recording. ......___ -- -- ( (.- ;;/ 

WCS:lmmV 
(4) 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Section tickler 

!·"', 1 - Mr. Sullivan 

./ 62 DEC ll ~~59 

4 NOV 30 1959 
" -~ 
,. , '· ~ 

.. _ Je .t 
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April 14, 1961 

~ . ~· -· 
~ ~ ,~u:--·. Le~ard ;Owens 

,I 0 - i 

\./17·· / ~ . retaty ~ ·. 
, 1 ;~ .~ ~sni'ffifon Hml'!.Qll~ ~ild.r.lnc~-

, ;:;l • 5fi2·. ~Arth~ur Bouleva_rd,. Northwest 
:-," ~shmg{on, D. C. 

'( 
! .. 1 

;: l 
·! 

.,:,. 

~~· r;· ~~ "!· . _.._..,._, .. - .. ,,) 

· ?d }le.3r Mii Owens: 
0 ~ ~-ar 

... 

r··· a:: 
~ ot';;:. -~ I have received your letter of April 8, with . 
;/.; .e~.j:.·:: .,...~ e~ending an invitation for me to attend the . 

· _>; s~ os18f1! bemg sponsored by your organization on Apr1l 17. 
,. 1::? C"'l-- ,-:.....:;-· 

1
.) ~ c;: ;~ While I do wish I could give yo'u a favorable 
~ ~!el>,lY, tf:~gret to advise you that it will not be. possible for me 

•:.: to:acc~~ue to a previous official commitment ~or that date. 
a Pkmse a~ept my tQanks for your thoughtfulness and for your 

generous~em~rks and good wishes. 

MAJI!ED. 3ll 

APR 14196\ 
COMM·FBI 

· Sincerely yours, 

J ... Edgar Hoover 
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·~/ HERMAN J. LICHTY, President- -· RICHARD EATON. Vico-President •
~ 

LEONARD K. OWENS, Secretory 

Wa~bington 

April 8, 1961. 

-
Hon J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
City 0 

5112 MacArthur Blvd, N.W. 
WOodley 6-7480 

(@tt ilb, 1Jnc. 
~ 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 
~~~~ p PJO~- U.S 

Again, thi·s year we find oursel sponsoring an exc 
speaker on: the subject of h?liQ sis and crime. This time 
our speaker is Dr. F. Regis~ . isenman, who will speak on the 
subject of, "Detection~"" o-:f"'"· Yille""T'nrco'4gh Hypnosis," whidl I 
thought would be of interest-· to·· you.- ; . r -·am· tn··-hopes that -Mr. ·L-eonard. Viner w"ill . also be· p. resent" ~ . -· .:· - - .. ------ ~- ~ 

. -==- /""! . _u ,. --i ... 
As I recall, last year you were attending a meeting out of 

J

town, according to your letter, at the last meeting this 
subject was taken up at a Guild Meeting. I hope that time 

· will permit you to attend this one, which I am sure you will 
enjoy. ' 

·' 



/ 

-• 

lJOPlES · DESTROYED 

sa ocr 7 1964 

~ .. 
• 

,... -- - !i. 



WASHINGTON HYPNOTIC GUILD, INC. 
cordially invites you to attend a 

Symposium on Extrasensory Perception by 

DR F REG's RISENMAN ST. ELIZABETH$ HOSPlTAL 

, , W"-SHINGTON, ,D., C. 

ON 

Detection of Crimes Through Hypnosis 

ADAMS ROOM, SHERATON-PARK HO'FEL ~ - ~. -
Main F/0« (OH IAhby) 

CONNECTICUT AVENUE AND WOODLEY ROAD, N. W. • t 

Monday, April 17, 1961-8 P. M, 

; . 



-~---~, ------~--~------------------------------------

l iC--

~ .. i>' 
~ 

Dear ... l ____ __, 

.... ·~ · ·-.....,. 

. · .. : . 

b 6 

b7C 

April 4, 1963 -· 

C.· 

··n ; 
,...._, 
rn 

Your letter of March 28th has been received and 
I appreciate the thought prompting you to write. 

CD E; 
· . With regard.to your t.n.Q:uiry, as a matter of policy, 

I am unable to be of assistance io y~\1. Since the contents of your 
communication may be of interest to another governmental agency, 
I am referring a eopy of it to The Honorable, The Secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare, Washington, D. C~ 

. Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 

-John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

NOTE: Bufiles (!ontain no recor(i identifiable with correspondent. 

1...--' ; I 

A copy of the incoming is being referred to the Departme.Pt of Health, 
. Education and Welfare by form. · · · · · · 

' 

EFT:jlw .. (3) jfiwv 
. I 

- ~~.~}' 

MAII!EQ I 

APR1,. ~ 1(63~ ll \)\" -t1 
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TRUE COPY 

J. Edger Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigations 
Headquarters · · 

·Washington, D. C . 

. Dear Sir, 

1--.. ' 
I 

-' 

' . ' 0 
· · . ' · · Sihce 1958 I have done research on, f!Y.J?.JlQ!ism. Books 

on this matter can be purchased anywhere in the U. S. There has been 
a great raise in crime, connected to this. 

, . · · ·.. Throughout the U. S. Te'enagers are using it at party's 
arid doing severe damage to each other. Mentally and Sexually. Some I 
State laws must. be passed. In England, it is controlled by the state, or· 
Federal Government. . . · 

. . If you will recall. Those two men .from the National 
Security Agency. were using it. · The ones that defected to Russia. 

Russia has done a lot of research on this matter. I · 
believe -it, has been used in their space explotations. If insanity can 
be induced by it,· it can be cured also. A great field of research is · 
needed. It is no joking matter. · 

. I'have heard 90% of Russias, career Army men, use it 
in place of medicine on combat. They use Self-Hypnosis. 

In the East it is widely used, like in India. These people 
are no fools and I think it is time we did something about it. The Navy 
and Army are experimenting with sleep and learn techniques, which .is 
a fo. rm of hypnosis I think and know, we need a crash program, and .-Jt 

b6 

b7C 

fast. . · . . . 6il-i'/tzj ~~~~~( 
-\( .,/' ~ ' n ~~.Jt.J:lp? (:j: 1_'\,\ ~' ro2 APR 5 19~ 1 {;~'( 
~/ _IJ)t~ ,(, ~ 4-VJ , f flr . .. Yours sincerely, ~ 

l.~</ i_ ~~~ ~{z~: Is< b6 1 F= =-
f' , ~ ·. . b7C 
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Tavel_~~ 
Trotte r __ 
T ale . Room -
Holmes __ 
Gan dy __ _ 

• 

Dear Mr. Dennis: . · 

b6 

b7C 

December 24, 1963 ... 

-;c 
m 
("") 

0 
""'1·1 : . ;o 

rn 
coE; 

~~~ 
·::-:? I have receiv'ed your letter of December 18th and 
:· i. want to thank you for bringing yo~r proposal to my attention. 
··You may be assured that you w~l be contacted in the event anything 
~-. ts desired of you in ~~ ·~tterJ.n the future • 

. :::0 
0 
0 
'lt 

. ,... ·:. ... . ' 

'" .. c.Sincerely yours, 

MAIL ROOM D TE L ETYP E UNIT D 

~ --.., 
~ 

b6 



December 18, 1963 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVE'S'f'IGAi'ION 
Washing ton 25, D.C. 

Att: J. Edgar Hoover 

Dear Sir: 

:·652 BOYD 

GRANDVlt:W HI::JGHT!': 

D~S r-'O!Nl:S 17, IOWl. 

Our previous correspondence brought to uour attention the 
utilization of the laser/maser concept for remote auditing. £: 

-.-<- .· ·---· -- 'YQur Bu-reau rev'Celi?itd·- ·aii's~-~the.ii p·assed· the ·71:a.'t te r on -::tif t~· . .,. ; : ---~- ~:~ 
·· Departm.ent · of Defense (as touc(z.ed ui:>on by your agent ttfljt:o :~· v;t:st ·te·d , . . 

rne tn· th:e ·Gentral -·t-re.bster Omn"cun'ij;;g -tii7Th;=BTJ"hOIJ"l!;)-. 7
' r·'·b-ei.~e··"thia-~5,~ · '"" 

some publicity was given to use of this or similat meth~~ in 
hearing . th-e ,:/'htJ~ ej> generators .:t.krougk - ~y;.al-1-8.-...of facr.t;or-4/e"s•· or 
genJrating plants in Cuba. . 

.. , 
Thi~ letter touches upon a matter quite apart from our previous 
correspondence • 

. W,hile working mith attitudinal irr,egulars over the years, we have, 
of course, considered hypnosis. Previously, we had discounted 
this ;..ystern in-as-much as school children are much harder to put 
undeflV·nypnos is than are adults. , 

Recently, however, while doing some ground work for submission of 
a report to the President's Gom~i}te on Juvenile Delinquency, we 
corresponded with producers ofAJ.ectronic devices whidh, by pulsing 
charges around the eyes, place the individual in a condi.t.i'on of 
df!rlrta2C!Y (electron_icallJJ-induced sleep). 

Our CQr-respon.d.e.JJ..c.e_ind.icat(}s that dorTtwlcy and hypnosis · are one 
1 .<~and the same,. In other· words, it i ·'ltno11J ~·pa-:.<il'{ble··~t·d. -p"l.~g-;.e ·· a· · -~,;;..,.=':'"'"':~=""".; -__,~~,~ 
! ·i ' recal!]itrant individuat under a hypno.sis-like c.ondition. · ,... ' • 
.;--. _,. . . - . . . :.. : ., · ·=~' .. • . . . . . - .• . . ;:;,·~ .• ~.~ --~ - ~~- -- ,_, ., . . :. • c'Q7'7"" 

.; ·. ;;:·.; our 6&rrespondence with lii r. ~toJ?ert Kennedy.,'s .O.tJices _have tn:fotmed : ·:·· -~-"
us that no Le{Jis'1a-ti't5tr curr'im.t"'J:trexi·sts :re--l·a·tive -t. o o~~y-~ ~lae:i=P.;g.. pe'/'sons~~:\ -~ 
under ·dormalcy. / / 
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October 20, 1964 

b6 

b7C 

Thank you for your le\ter of october 15th 

enclosing a copy of your article dealing with the use of hypnosis 

for antisocial purpo$es. Your thoughtfulness in sending this data 

to us is indeed apptectated. 

stncerely yours, -z ~ ..., ('"".) 

~. - b6 <6 ~ 
--,,-:..:.~ ~ b7C 

• I :::0.:. r---'---

NOTE: Bufiles reveal no dero ator information identifiab ~thl . 
'<: 

who wrote us in ..-..:J 
requesting information on the use of hypnosis by criminal~!: ,%;'8 :leiie-1;'.·/Vas \tJ 
acknowledged by letter dated 8-20-59 advising him that th~s .BUCRea~ad··no \ 
statistics or records of the type he requested. A review ofl lpaper¥ 
reveals no reference to the Director or the FBI. It is a study on th'e.:subject v ~ 
of hypnotism and ho.w it can be used in an antisocial manner by criminals or 
other individuals interested in committing criminal acts through the use of a 

Tolson __ 
Belmont __ 

person that is hypnotized. 

(5) ' ' v -----~---

~:~roach_ r ~ _ . /JA~ ~ 
~;~~:~an_ ~ · • Ht~·((f· · JJ"t11 trl" J )\u· (Y 
Evans 71-'f V '"' 1' (., .. ~ , ~ A 
Gale--- /7 
~~ ~ . 
Sulhvan •4 ·- -. •·• ..... - -

Trotter - r 
Tele. Room ~ • Q ~ iiD~!i\ ' , , 
Holmes ' ' eB/ ). '" ~ll}V f • 
Gandy ~~ MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT 0 ' 
I~ 

't 

~i 
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Director of Research 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

"':-}· ~ 

I' b6 

b7C 

October 1=2, '1964. 

Attached you will find ap art.icle I drafted as 
a requirement for· gra9-uation _at; '1Harva.rd Law School. It 
deals with the use of0hypnosis for antisocial purposes. 

I hope that it will be helpful to you and your 
organization . 

RVL/hk 
encls. 

You may keep the copy enclosed. 

b6 

b7C 

Very truly yours, 

14 OCT 22 1964 

\ 



• 

Dr. George B. Estabrooks 
Apartment 3, Vnlt G: 
Sylvan Glen 
State University College 
Oswego, New York 18126 

Dear Dr. Estabrooks: 

0 .,, : 
. ;o 

m 
rn~ 

r--.~ 

! received your letter of March 16th, with 
enclosure, anc.t I want to thank you for thinking of this Bureau 
In connecUon with the thSrd SymposlUJn on Bypn.Gsis. 

WhUe I certa.lnly understand your interest in 
this field, 1 regret that the pressure of our offlclal duties 

... 
(J) 

. ·" 

precludes D1Y designating one of my associates to partletpate. ._ 

ff Sincerely yourst 1 A ~ ~ :.:;_, ., 
;i': 7". "".2 -::; - -~ ·""' 
~.. '~-· <:o J Edgar n _ ·:f. c · 
~ "' ('. ~ ' · J.J.OOVezt ., _.o 

.... <P • .:P 46 ... c 

. , . 1 ~Al~d -:-}(n.&osu,z:~ , , , ., ·I,· . ·: ;:;~ f:. ·: 
· _. NO~E: Dii'~uifty3t'7"!'1959:, correspondent came· to the Burea~.and _§poke to a 

,: · ·' · rep~se.iv~~he Laboratory relative to the use of hypnosis ,fu juvenile 

J delinquen~ He" planned to hypnotize a number of juvenile .... poys ~th par'ental 
consent an~ give them posthypnotic suggestions in an efforCto assist them . 

. l In additi~n to medical men who were joining him in the project, he wanted 
Vf' a representative of the FBI to "give prestige to his project." He was very 

/Jrr\~ straightforward and sincere. It was pahted out to him that this concerned 
V' · .Qt.' / men in the medical field rather than in law enforcement. Subsequent to 

~ 
his departure, it was recommended and approved that a letter be directed 

___b/}'-"'?.::. ), to him declining to furnish an FBI representative as a consultant. 
DTP:cai v -.. . 

~~i;~~~- (4)~ ·~-· . v-\ 
M~ILEQ lQ . 

Felt MAR 2 3 ]965 
Gale --1--"t-.... '-

Tele. Room _· 

Holm.es A"""~ 
Ga6 ~ r~J~ 

(WJA 
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ST-~T,E UNIVERSITY COLLEG. 
r ~· 

. ':OSWEGO, NEW YORK 

b6 

b7C 

Mr. .,MJII'ffif-,--I'JI 
Mr. LJ;J''I-H.'f'---',_ 

1r. Fdt---
1r. Gr.le
ir. Rosen .. -
·!ra [.u1h-\'&n-. 

-------------c~""i'r,,ir. 'l'avd
:tvlr. r.rl·\.:-tter-

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
~ederal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Tele. Roon,__ Miss H·)·nnes-
,M~sG::= 

-&J: ,_(. 
I ~close publicity material covering the third ~ymposiurn ~;--:/ 
o:rlJ'Hypnosis which I have organized. While you dJ.d not 
see. your way clear to have a representative at the first 
two gatherings, may I point out that much has happened 
in recent years which may have made representation more 
advisable in your opinion. 

~ ~ ~~ ;-··--------~......,:.;;. . 
For example, there has been considerable work :crone in the S . 
field of juvenile delinquency with some very excellen.t 
reports coming . in. Father Higgins, who will b.e pre senJ ~ 
on the panel o~ this third symposium, has. done ~xce11·erit -~~ -:U---
work in this fJ.eld. I have done a certaJ.n amount .. -myse·rf. " 
I will also publish very shortly an article, "Hypnosis 1\, · 

in Integrative Motivation", representing wo,rk. with under- n.-. ~~- . 
achieving men. Results here have been very satisfactory. "J 
Further more, on this particular symposium, we_ will have , ,, \I 

a workshop preceding the symposium proper for, thnee days,, ( ~--
where anyone may get a first-hand view of the actual t. • I 
working of hypnosis in the medical, dental and psycholog.:t""cal . 
areas before passing on to the theoretical and experimental 
papers of the symposium proper. 

In brief, sir, I am asking you to reconsider your decision 
concerning the p~st two symposia and have a representative_ 
present at this. I assure you we will do everything in 
our power to answer the inevitable questions. 

Sincerely yours, 



~~'---.:. 

woRKSHoALINICAL HYPNOSIS AND· PsiHoriiERA.-PY 
Restricted to Dentists, Physicians and Psychologists 

July 7, 8, 9 (\Vednesday, Thur~day a~d Friday) Preceding 3rd Symposium 

The Basic Section will introduce Clinical Hypnosis to the novice, and will also serve as a review, and a means for in-
creased learning for those with some previous training. . . 
The Basic Course wiN consist of lectures covering Patient, Psychology, Doctor-Patient Relationship, Brief History, 
Theories, Psychological Principles, Phenomena, Uses for Hypnosis, Case Histories. There will be induction demonstra
tions annd supervised practice sessions. · 
The Advanced Course is offered to those who have had previous training and experience in hypnosis, but who wish 
to broaden their knowledge and understanding of this modality through the medium of research findings, case history 
presentations, demonstrations and discussions of problem clinical cases. · · 

I Th.e faculty are .all widely expeilie. need teachers, and wiJl include Donald Coulton, M.D., Bangor, Maine; Milton Erick
son, M.D., Phoenix, Arizona; George Estabrookis, Ph.D., State University College, Oswego, N. Y., Seymour Hersch
man, M.D., University of Illinois; Rev. J. J. Higgins, A.B., A.M., S.T.L. (East St. Louis, Ill.); Lewis Jacobs, M.D., 
Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; Robert E. Pearson, M.D., Boyne City, Michigan; Berthat Rodger, M.D., Ridgewood, N. J.; 
Irving Sector, D.M.D., University Chicago; Henry Spiegel, M.D.; Lawrence M. Staples, D.M.D., Boston, Mass.; 
Kay Thompson, D.D.S., Pittsburgh, Pa.; Alexander Yanovski, M.D., Philadelphia. 

· Register 'below or· for -further ··information write: -
Diorector: Hypnosis 
State UniversitY College, Oswego, New York 13126 

July 10, 11 (Sat., Sun.) Hypnosis Symposium III "Motivation of Human Potentials" 

The following are currently scheduled to present papers, which will be followed by discussion~: · · 

W. E. Edmonston, Jr., Ph.D. (Colgate University) 

Milton H. Erickson, M.D. (Phoenix, Arizona) 

G. H. Estabrooks, Ph.D. (State University College, 
Oswego, New York) 

Fredericka F. Freytag, M.D. (Dayton, Ohio) 

Rev. J. J. Higgins, AD. Am. S.T.L. (East St. Louis, Ill.) 

Robert E. Pearson, M.D. (Boyne City, Michigan) 

Herbert Spiegel, M.D. (New York, New York) 

Kay Thompson, D.D.S. (Pittsburgh, Penn.) 

Alexander Yanovski, M.D.D.Sc. (Philadelphia, Penn.) 

Hudson Hoagland, Ph.D. (Shrewsbury, Mass.) 

Symposium opens Friday Evening, July 9, 8:00p.m. with an address by Hudson Hoagland, "Potentialities in the Con
trol of Beha¥ior." 

REGISTRATION ,,fO~ 
~- ··~ · -- -

Date ------------------------------------------------

Director: Hypnosis 

S.U.·C.O., Oswego, New York 

Workshop, July 7, 8, 9 

Basic- Advanced 

Registration Fee- $50.00 

Symposium- July 10, 11 

Registration Fee- $50.00 (D.D.S., M.D., Ph.D.) 

$25.00 (full time students, teachers, interns) 

Registration for both workshop' and symposium- $75.00. Regis~ratioinestricted to physicians, dentists, and psy~ol
ogists. Please reserve accommodations for ( ) . Interested, keep 'informed ( ) . Make checks payable to College 
Development Association, S.U.C.O., Oswego, New York. / 

/ 
For more detailed information, see reverse side of folder. 

Name ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ Address ____________________________ :: _____________________________________ :_~----------

/ 
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I .. , 
Motivation of Human Potentialities 

Symposium No. 1 Current Problems and Sym· 
posium No. 2 Frontiers of Application were held at 
Colgate University, Hamiiton, New York. The direc· 
tor, G. H. Estabrooks, has retired from Colgate under 
the age limitation and is now visiting professor at the 
State University College at Oswego. Hence, the 
change in Iocat>ion. This present Symposium, "Moti
vation of Human Potentialities," will be preceded by 
a workshop and both will be sponsored by the Amer
ican Society of Clinicail. Hypnosis as well as by State 
University Coilege at Oswego. Drs. G. H. Esta~ 
brooks and Frederick Ratzeburg, Psychology Depart
ment, are acting as Co-directors. 

Oswego is thirty miles north of Syraruse on Lake 
Ontario and is a delightful place for a vacation in 
July with golfing, bathing, and bdating. Niagara 
Falls is to the west, Thousand Islands to the North . 
The college, with a student body of over 3,500 offers 
excellent convention facilities. Registrants will be 
accommodated in Residence Halls or can request reser
vations at the Thomas Motor Lodge adjacent to the 
Campus. .Please note that the registration fee does 
not include room or board. 

If you wish further information, :indicate this fact 
on the registration form. 'Uiil:les of papers, details on · 
housing, · travel, faciilities, recreation; etc. will be· 
furnished on a personal basis to all registrants and to 
those interested in the workshop, the symposium, or 
both. ' 
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b 7C 

Yc;nir letter of October lOth bU been received •. 

. __ -• •-- Although. I Would inte to Qe of assistance, we have 
no matertal,,r~~rdi.Bg hypnosis· avau_.~~·le for distriD\Ition. You · ·. 
~y, _ howeve~t~- - ~~h to refer to .th!a~t - ''Ugal Aspects-of 
Hypnosis; ." written by Dr. William J. Bryan, Jr. , and published 
by Charles ·C:· Thomas, }'~".: .. ,. ·. · . ·~· '·-· ·&· , _ SOl East lAwrence Avenue, 
Springfie141 :PUnois 62'l03. This book does cover previous 
court dect$·t!f!s regarding hypnosis ud some-actual case experience. 

MAII.EOU. SlDcerely· yours, 

-. J .. ;Edgar llo..om 
OCT 171966 

COMM-FBI . -·-· - . ..-

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

'· 

NOTE: : Bufiles contain no record identifiable With correspondent. 
A cursory review of the book to which correspondent referred · 
shows two refkr~nces to the Buffaau; however, the author does not 

• ' · '-!o\h :·, 't~ "· -' ·' ' · .. ~. . ·, ,.•. ·,· / :> 

_ indicate that th~ fBI has an exc.ellent knowledge of hypnosis. The 
above reply was diselissed with. the LaboE~tory. . 

. ' ·. , '• " "... . •· .. .. 
:, : ·. 

-~ - :. ·- ... l! J, 
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10-10-66 

Gentlemen: 

C/) I am currently reading George H. Estabrooks' 
"Hypnotism" and reference is made to the F. B. I. regarding 
your excellent knowledge of hypnosis. As a student at the 
University ~ridgeport, I am composing a term paper on 
this subject~ypnosis) and would appreciate your cooperation 
by sending me any pertinent literature on the subject, 
sp;ecifically your role with regard to hypnosis, cases dealing 
with hypnosis where you were obliged to investigate, etc. 

In advance, thank you. 

Sincerely, 

b6 

b7C 

b 6 

b7C 

d_ j :J 
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February 27, 1961 

YoUl" letter ·or FebrUary 20th has been received. 

Atthougb.·t would like to be of assistance, we have 
JlO· m~~rial concerning hypnotism for distribution. You may, how
ever, wish ta r"fer to the book, "Legal Aspeets of Hypnosis," by 

.. Dr. WiJllatn J. Bryan, Jr. , and published by Charles c. ThOinas, 
. 301 East Lawrence Avenue, Springfield, IlUDels 62703. This book 

does eover previou.s conrt decisiOlls regarding hypnosis and some 
actual easeext)e;Jienee. A ~opy or' it may be · available in your 

.. l:'o-dalolilil~ar-Y.;ai lib ~cZ!. ry. · 
$1D.(!erely yours, 

.. · 11. E'"d~r H~ 

John Edgar .Hoover 
·Director · · 

.. ~ . . 
.. · . . ;"-' ; i i ·~ · · • . :~ ·· tl t :}i: . . . . :.·-\ '. .. ·.~ · : . \ 

· NOTE: · The · above ·reply was dis'cus~ed. ·with the Laboratory.' f?f' . an ·' · 
· ·outgoing letter in October of 1966~ · ·'i-. ·· 
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February 20, 1967 

Gentlemen, 

I'm a sophomore in }Jjgh school. For my 
final speech in speech class I chostfhyP-notism as my 
subject. In my research on this topic I've come across 
some suggestions to use it in crime detection. Some 
authors seem to think this could be as useful as the lie 
dectector. I would appreciate any information you could 
send me in reference to this topic. 

~ 

I -TG · 
~~~L\\(o1~ 

GA>""AJ 

~-/a '1l b ~ 
iCU)/? 

b 6 

b7C 

l ~ MARaMi1961..4 

= -





. ...; .. · . 

Director, FBI 

~ ..• 
. • 1 

.. - ' .... -'" """,.· 

3/15/74 

. q/J."·. ~}r 
)~-; ' . ·~··' . 

. rJt · .. 
)ivP9f\ .. , /,' 

/) "" / 
~ . 

OJi 3/11/74, captioned. tBdividual telephonically contacted the 
·Bureau to request an ~oointment to. talk to a Special Agent. An appoint- · 
ment was arr~ged antiC . . !later aplJ~ared i:D pers0n with a sheaft'of•i 
papers which lle desired to have the Bveau retam and study as backgrmmd 
information reg~rding his hYPOthesis flfat the human· mind can be manipu-

.. lated through hypnosis, micro-wave :tn• ultra-short-wave radio on the body. 

· . · I . ltu~shei·.~~ee letters of re,ference from prominent . 
German professors and a.Qvis~d that be is employed .. by. a computer company 
in Cologne, is urun.arrled and. spent one year in the United States at Hopkins, 
Minnesota, as an exchange student about 20 years ago. He said he was . b 6 

spending three W4i!eks in the United States aad was bringing his files to the b 7 c 
attention of the FBI' as he felt .that the Bureau was the premier law enforce-

. nient agency in the. world. · ·. ·:~ 

. · I .lspent some time explaining his theorie~but ~~d the,y /):~~ 
were all·documenteCJ in the material be was leaving which incltlded ~l:~opy .. ---! 

• of his published book,· "Mechanismen Der Manipulatiea. "I : lexplain~d / 
•cv'-'"u,!lt he has been. interested in mind manipulation ffi>t' many years :~d ~dvised b 

~~ that when he attended the Free University in Berli!B ''lile was a studf:tnt actjvist7 ..... ~~ •. · ... 
. ' i}:·s~ f. o~ liber. al causes. a. _ut MJ1~ways been an.· ticommwrl.st. He continue-d that / '\ 

. · since the publicatien ef~ok in 1970 he has felt that because of his past t · .. 
. ..-.-... ~ stude. • n. t acti. vi. ti. es .and .. the. appearance of his boo. k~.· , e is tile subj~· min. d . .-

Assoc. Dor. -·· ·, manipwation by th.e Soviets. ' .., - ~9° ·,.,-f'/ I 
Dep. AD Adm. -· ..... Ai) t(J/14 / 7 - 1974 
Dep. AD lnv • .;_.. ' . :~ . . . Rt.""" . · · . · . . MA 21 
A:~·~j~~·~- ····.·:· ·!_,_,. A portion ofl !material makes reference to a news 

. Comp. Syst.- ~tlcle ·~ch received wide dissem~tiQ.n in·Ma.y, 1972, to the effeCt that .,-.... 
:~;~:~~~:::-=the Russians 'had used micro-waves against. the ~ericaa Embassy in 
Gen. lnv.,-. - Moscow in order to ca1:1se pSfChological ~age to the American diplomats. 
!dent.~ • . • ,...., '/~ 
lnspec n ". IVIltS .· .. ~~C., . · ,~ $H\. ~ ... ~l,) ~ 
In••"· -' 1 - Mr. White '·~,l·U/ MAILED ~2. ~\fl-' ·. \ "·'-ff~-~ ; ~ 
Laborator ·.. 1 M w· 11 . . 1. ' .. ·=·"·· . . . . .... ~~·'-.1.N \ [;1,'\\d•u· 
Plan. & va • _ - r • anna T{) Q 1 •• • • ! . · _. · 

4 
I 'J fj 'lfV(p. ',' • 

~:~~;~:v== 1 - Liaison ·Sectio_.~· · . ~:~AR~~·~ 197_., .. · · · · ' ! 

Legal Coun. -. RWE:ncr (tr>rvt.~~ 0P ~·~~~ FBI :""7° •,IW? I~ ~~ r·: ~; \ -~ 
~~.~:.~:n;.:.;:-= . MAIL ROOM cS:?'. TELETYPE UNIT D OTE :. See next page. 

. . ~ ~, . .r . . . . .• :" . ..... . 



Letter to Bonn 

ae:~l ----------------~ 
Anoth@'r rQlerence is. made tol land hts book, "The 
Gulag "'"Aichipelago, " wherein he states tbat ab,eiutely r&llabJ:e :ts the repert 
that the NKWD maintained a school for hypnotists in the 30's. 

· I loonttnued that his purpose lilleavlng this material with 
the Bureau was to have the appropriate persons reacl ever and digest tt, 
thereby, being in a position to counteract lt and }Je able t0 tell ot)lePs ~Hbw 
to counteract t&.. The material conststs of four folders labeled liS follows: 
Backgro\Uld Infoli'!P'atien, ExperlmentallltvesttgaUen, Referenp$8:, Publica- b6 
tloas. Also included, as menUoned above, was a eapy of his biiek. b 7c 

I lasked the interviewing Agent if he eould be .reinterviewed 
after this matertal was digested. He was advised that this wwld probabjy not 
be possible as he was leaving Washington within three days and it was net felt 
that this matel'<lral eeuld be digested by the ·appropriate peepfe in that short 
perted 0f time. It ls felt that he may at some time eontaet the American 
Embassy in :Bonn. 

BufUes eeatain no information eoncernlD.gL-1 __ ____. 

NOTE: Although Schapitz feels that he is the subject of psychological attack 
by the Soviets, he is extremely well spoken, speaks fluent English and does 
not give the impression of being aberrant. Altholl!gh tlle data he left seems 
to be quite technical, SA Ralph W. Engelmeier, in reviewing it, feels that 
it may be worthy of review by both the Laboratory and Intelligence Divisions 
in view of the fact that Schapitz has apparently geae to consid~rable trouble 
to compile information in this field into three of the folders ·which he furnished. 

~ 

- 2 -
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" 

vs. Truthfulness 
Regardmg the-story, "Russo Hypnotized" 

(March 17) 
May I, as the result of over 35 years of 

ex pet 1ence with hypnosis, emphasize that al 

~
rson 's s.::ta=t;:::e;:m=e::n::t::s ;;;;m;;;;a;;;d;;;;e='w=h=-I-=le=h==y p==n::::;o'-t-Iz~c~ 
ve no ~.{a"lid1ty than those m;de trt 

-called nonhypnotlc levels. 
In other words, the cred1b1hty of an 

individual's testimony under hypnos1s can 1 

be challenged masmuch as a person can 
d1stort the t1 uth under hypnosis. Thus, an 1 

md1v1dual may develop "screen" memones 1 

where he "m1sremembers" t 

However, hypnos1s often can result in I 
better 1ecall of mnemomc material because 
of the assoc1ated rela:xaiwn, concentratiOn 
and greater ob]ect1v1ty 

Experts can tell whether a person IS lymg 
wh1le under hypnos1s only through a more 1 
sophisticated method such as a polygraph 
wh1ch ~oent1f1cally measures psychological 
and physwlog1cal respons~s 

WILLIAM S "ROGER, M D t 
ecutlve director 

Institute for Comprehensive Med1cme 
"" "' Beverry mns 

.APR 6 
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II-4 Los Angeles Ttmes 

Date 3/22/67 
Ed1hon Home 
Author 

Editor Nick B • Williams 
Title 

Character 

or 

Classification· 

Submitting omce·Los Angeles 
0 Being Investigated 

-
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May 6, 1976 
R:tc-:uz 

" &J.-31119-"-}f~ 
P
(,' ,_ 

Mrs. Beryl ~ilve1-man 
Executive Direqtor 
int.er~aticinal. -~~~1~~Y. for 
.'Prof~~sion~l ~n'n()si~--

_,218 ~Ql)roe $~~-- · 
/Boonton, _liew J_~-~y 0700?_ -~ .. .. 

~-
-"'"~u~~s. Silver.man: 

Thank you for your letter of April 28th, with. 
enclo.sures, and for your kind offer of assistance. :~ 

The FBI has previously utiliz.ed hypnosis':.~s ~
investigative aid and we will. certainly keep yoftt~:off~'); 

. in mind in the future. • w ~ ,., 
~ !l.. .. ' 

< ;. 
~.\~) __ :1 

MAilED 6 

FBI 
---- ---- -. --· ~ . ·;;,._~~-·-

Sincerely yours, 

·c.. M. Kelley 
. ~ . . 

Clarence M. Kel.ley 
Director 

1 - New York - Enclosure 
1 · - Mr. · Gallagher- Enclosure 

Attention: Mr. B. H. Cooke 

..-.i~,:; 
;:t : 

NOTE: Based on available information, correspondent and her 
organization were not identifiable in Bufiles. Response was 
coordinated with General Investigative Division. 

Assoc. Oir. _ • 

Dep. AD Adm . _JMG: amnt . ( 5) 
Dep. AD lnv. _ Cvi'-:''--11-u 

· Asst. Dir. : 

Admin, __ 

Comp. Syst, _ 

lde nt . 

Inspection _ 
lntell. __ 

Laboratory _ 

., . 
C P Syst 

~ 
Laboratory .••• ----·· 

' bVED· om • ~-·· ... ~PPR . • E :t. Af i<Jirs --- - -·~ Legal Coun ••••••••• ·-··· 
Assoc. DJr.. ........ l'\"S.~- , '(;rP P:an. & Eval •..••.•• -·- _., _, ; 1 

• 
Oep. AD Aw .... q~ ~ . ... v -~ Rec. Mgmt ............. .. 

Oep. AD lr'>.~..Lt_-ooi : ~c -~-~~;~-~- --·-"' - --- ~ Spec. l~v.. ••• • . • , ,r~ 
~sst. Dir.·......- r.s,;e ·-········ Jrainln ~ ~ ~- vv -7 

/}.d .z ... Jntelh_................... ~ -
0
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April 28, 1976 

Director 

~ 

SOCIETY FOR I 
PROFESSIONAL 

HYPNOSIS 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Pennsylvania Avenue at Ninth, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20635 

Dear Sir: 

Reply To: 

We are an organization of practicing hypnotists 
ship throughout the United States, Canada and a 

Executivl 
218 MonJ 

Boonton, NeJ 

'-:. 

J 
\.,.; ~-. 

Assoc. i:)'ir:_· -"-· 

Dep:-~-: 
Dep. AD lnv. _ 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. 

Camp. Syst. 

Ext. Affairs 

Gen. lnv. __ 1
_ 

ldent. 

Inspection __ 

lntell. 

Laboratory __ 

Legal Coun. _ 

Plan. & Eval. _ 

, Rec. Mgnt. __ 

Spec. lnv. 

Training 

Telephone Rm. _ 

Director Sec'y _ 

foreign countries. ~ 

In view of the increasing use of hypnosis)in investigatory 
matters, '\ve would like to offer the services of our members 
to aid the Bureau in whatever way we can. We would draw 
upon our membership files to refer to you qualified members 

··-

·· ~-,......- o f'"profess·iona-l~or-cert·if ied-standing ~in-what-everc -l:oca-1-i t-y-·· -· ---=-,;,. 
they may be needed and this office '\"lOuld also be happy to 
serve in an advisory capacity whenever called upon. 

To acquaint you with our organization and the standards we ~,, ... -
demand of our members, we are enclosing copies of our :j 
Constitution and Code of Ethics, our membership application · 
and details of our Apprenticeship and Certification Programs. . ·. _ ,,. 
we are also enclosing several cop#es of our quarterly Jouir.al

2 
~~~ 

· REC· 111(J;2.. ..-.. ~ ffJ 9 7 f -- 1 · Naturally, we do not know your policies to~Tard "hypnosis. .· . · ·· -· 
However, we call your attention to the fact that it has ben ·-~o 
used extensively in local police departments in many areas - f;. 
of the country and has been particularly effective in enabling ' 
witn~sses to recall otherwise forgotten details and, therefore, 
aid immeasurably in the subsequent investigations. In several 
cases, the use of hypnosis has been instrumental in determining 
guilt or innocence, and the conclusions drawn have be~n backed 
up by further investigation. It has also proven valuable as 
an adjunct to the polygraph ...•. it is difficult to "beat" both 
modalities a~ the same time. · 

;. . .ase feel free to call upon us at any time. 

~l!flllF.;\\1~\) V ~:; s i ncer~})f_~:e-r:s:,. . ~ '21 · lrfili=IIQC1St76 
~-~----_----------

.... /_.-~~~~;; A. Silverman, Executive Director 
\)_/ ~~O}l'AL_SQCI.KTY~OFESSION~~ ,!!_~JOSI~ 

I -· 

, rl _116,.,,E_ASJ_~_ttiRTY • SEV~NTH_ STREET • NEW YO~K-~ _NEW YORK 10016 
f\1! o---c:..-~ sl}3(i7;--- -- ..... --~---- ·--· ........... - · .. 
• .::J N"o 

/ 
I 



• UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

·~~ 
Oep. AD lny: _·_,. 

-A~~~~.o~:·: ... · ~". 
Crim. lnv. 
ldent. __ _ 
Intel!. __ _ 

UNI~ED STATES ARNMENT 
Memorandum 

To THE DIRECTOR DATE: 6/20/78 
Laboratory __ 
Legal Coun. _ 
Plan. & Insp. 
Rec. Mgnt. ~-. Tech. Se vs. "' 

FROM : J. B. ADAM II 

SUBJECT~USE O,F)I ,P~OSIS A§~ 
· · ·]NY.-ESXIGA':t-I¥E=A:II>===' 

Director's Sec'y _ 

(.? 

1f~A/OJ/'s 
By memorandum 6/14/78 Mr. Joseph submitted a 

memorandum to the Director as a briefingpaper on the use of hypnosis 
as an investigative aid. 

This memorandum set forth current policy which has been 
in existence since 12/11/68; also, that to date the Bureau has used 
hypnosis in excess of fifty cases. The memorandum indicated that the 
Training Division recently completed a seminar in Law Enforcement 
Hypnosis Technology for one Agent from each field office and sinc_e the 
number of Agents trained in hypnosis technology will be diminished throug'R 
transfer, retirement and resignation, the Training Division proposes to )-·; 
poll field offices to determine additional need and conduct at least one 1 
additional basic seminar in hypnosis. Discussion of an advance seminar 
was also set forth. 

It would appear in view of the limited use of this technique 
that prior to further expansion of training in this area consideration 
should be given to utilizing the services of Agents from nearby offices. 
Such consideration should be given in conjunction with the responses 
from the various f eld offices. 

JBA:ams 
(4) 

1 -Mr. McDermott 
1 - Mr. Joseph 

.. -.:j 
t. ,• 

... . . ~.. . 

1!"< "".·. I 
• ~: l ' ! 

'·. 

-b6 
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' Date 

7/26/78~~ 
To: Division of Assignment 

Director, FBI b6 San Antonio 
suGGEsTioN I suggest the Bureau purchase .. b 7 C· have available in each Field 

Di visi?n the following i terns for usee-~: __ . ~IJ.-<1~=-=~nt~,:~:::vJ,,e~?J..., ( 1) Video 
Date T1me Generator, cost unknown; (2)~crophone Mixer, cost-uoknown; 
and (3) Identi Kit II, cost;. ___ .$625.00 or available on lease. 

~ . ~~· ~ 

11!ff FJOSt:S 

Current practice or rule (Include manual Citation as well as facts) ·video Date Time Generators and 
Microphone Mixers may be· in use on a selective basis throughout the 
Bureau. The Facial Identification Catalog is utilized for composites. 

Advantages of suggestion and annual savings (include basis for estimate) 

The use of a Video Date Time Generator in recording hypnotic inter 
views has the advantage of having a permanent image on all video tapes 
utilized so as to preclude questions that they have been tampered with. 
A ~rophone·mixer would insure quality fecording of all hypnotic inter- 1 
views by allowing. rriore than one microphone to be utilized. The Identi _ 
Kit II, manufactured by The Identi-Kit Company(Smith & Wes~on Law q 
Enforcement Group), Santa Ana, California, ·would facilitate the build in ~ 
of a composite·while a person iS in hypnosis where no competent artist ~~ 
is available. I believe it would also be more accurate; timely; and .( 
the Identi Kit .II has the capability to project depth and(!j]~mension. 

) 

Disadvantages of suggestion C f h • dd • • 1 • d ' ' ost o pure as1ng a 1t1ona equ1pment an tra1n1ng 
an agent in the use of ~he Identi Kit II. 

. ~ A 

REC-6~'\~~ -~E-~~-".:·{p d ;_J ~j 
t-;:;::::-:--::-:-::--::-~:-:-:---;-::-:-:::--:----:------:-:---:-::---:--:-~=-;--=-:?=='::::::::::=======~~====r-:--:-:-:-:--L---__,~~{ 

(The use by the United States of my suggestion shall not form the basi·s 
assigns upon the United States, I understand that I will be considered 
within two years after submis;sion.) '' · 

'(X]!Mr. DMrs: [JMis'l 
'" 

(Do not wr:te in this space- for Bureau use only) aS needed, 

,"ied;t~:J .. ·. 
·54AU~~· ........ _-
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SUGGESTION BY SAN AN~N[~ DIVISION TO PURCHASE VIDEO DATE TIME 
GENERATO~ MICROPHONE MIXE~ AND FACIAL IDENTIFICATION KIT 
FOR UTILIZATI.ON IN HYPNOSIS SESSIONS. 

ADDENDUM - TRAINING DIVISION 

~-· 

8/11/78 . '1~ 
/(' 

( t 

Training. Division is cognizant of the inherent value 
of both the Video Date Time Generator and Microphone Mixer in 
the video taping of hypnosis sessions, and strongly endorses 
their utilization in the taping of future hypnosis sessions. 
Previous research by the Training Division indicates, however, 
that the PFOcurement of additional Date Time Generators ($800 
per ui.i t) and Microphone Mixers {$145 per .unit)· is both· 
prohibitive and unnecessary. · Technical Services Division (TSD) 
presently has in excess of 50 Date Time Generators'and a . · 
similar amount of Microphone Mixers which are av:ailable to the 
field on a need basis for ~pecifi~d·period~ of .ti~e~ Due to 
th~ extensive prior planning necessary to conduct a hypnotic 
session. under present Bureau policy, field offices have 
adequate time to request above-described equipment from the 
TSD. 

At the present time, the Training Division is 
experi~enting with the AutomatiC' Gain Circuit (AGC) and the 
Multiple Microphone Input on the video cassette recorder- (VCR) 
in an effort to achieve the optimum level of sound in the 
recording. If successful, this could alleviate the necessity 
to utilize a Microphone Mixe~·in'future recordings~ 

The Bureau is presently in·possession of three 
Identification Kits, Model #2, which retail for $795 per ~ill±. 
Two of these kits, however, were leased from the Smith and 
Wesson Company by the San Francisco Division, which Division, 
under Bureau authority, is conducting a 90-day evaluat1on 
program to ascertain future applic~tion of kits to Bureau 
investigative matters. Upon completion of the evaluation by 
the San Francisco Division', 'the Bureau will be in a position 
to determine if it is cost-effective to purchase additional 
kits and distribute same to the field. Preliminary research 
also indicates that, Bureau pe·rsonnel must be trained J..n the 
use of this particular kit. 

Based on above factors, it is recommended that the 
field continue to request assistance from the Laboratory 
Division for· assistance in the preparation<•:I' artist's composite 
in applicable hypnotic sessions. LaboratoryDivision has 
successfully. assisted the field in pr·evious hypnotic sessions 
and this s'ervice should be continued pending results. of the 

San Francisco study, - i''- ~, 
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August 2~, 1978 "'0... 
,..;;: .. 

Your suggestion bas been reeelvecl Ulat the FBI purchase 
and issue to each field office certain equtpmeat to be used in sotJile inter.:. 

. views. Yoo m.ay be interested to know, a study is ewrently uuerwa.y 
to determiae if it wtn'l).d be cost effective to purckase Ideatikits and dis
tribute them te the field. Also, the 'teeJu\leal ~ices Dlvisiou presenUy 
has Date Ttme Generators and Microphone .Mixers which are available 
to the field oa a aeed basi$ for .specified perl$ds Gf time. Th.erefore, no 
action is being takea oa yoor propo$al. 

. The interest you expressed by nbmlttimg your~ea~fo ·me 
is indeed a.ppreciate4, although, no action is being taken in this instanpe. 

Sincerely yours, 
Wi\\iam H. Webs~er ·I ~ 

,Jj;£_)XEROX 

WWiam B. Webster AUG 24 iB78 

Directo'"s;: JJ-J??/j' --//~ 
• • . ,{~.;f ~ "US'*- -

MAilED 13 

1
,.;,:_;.· . AU9·2:.21978 ,. 
. . ">· . ~~c;~.:~!~~=· A • ".;' 

RlC~· Assoc. Dir. 
Dep. AD Adm. _ ·1 - Field personnel file lli3 AUG 23 1979 
Dep. AD lnv.- 1 - Suggestion file 

Asst. Dir.: 
Adm.Servs._ . , \C tiL: , :··! ;,·1•,.•t!~1 t..~~ ~.l 

~~:;. 1 "v. -. - 1 - Technical Servic~~ Division~Enciosures b ~: · · ··' \: :J, • · 

t~:~~;.,.ry~1W- P~r~nel file o(SAj h b6 , ·.;: ,_: 
LegaiCoun. .:nJW.,· " b7C lHi~..tU 
Plan. & Insp.- (7) · . _... {Suggestiqn #390-78) 
Rec. Mgnt. _. _ . . .- , 

. Continued - Over· Tech. Servs. _ 

cf?!J. 
FBI/ DOJ 
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San Antonio, Texas 

' 

' \ 
\ 

NOTE: Suggests the Bureau purchase and have available'~ in each field office 
the following items for use in hypnotic interviews: (1) Video Date 

Time Generator, cost unknown; (2) Microphone Mixer, cost unknown; and 
(3) Identi Kit II, cost $625 or available on lease. The Training Division 
advises the Technical Services Division presently has in excess of 50 
Date Time Generators and a similar amount of Microphone Mixers which are 
available to the field on a need basis for specified periods of time. Due to the 
extensive prior planning necessary to conduct a hypnotic session under the 
present Bureau policy, field offices have adequate time to request above
described equipment from Technical Services. At the present time, Training 
Division is experimenting with the Automatic Gain Circuit and the Multiple 
Microphone Input on the video cassette recorder in an effort to achieve the 
optimum level of sound in the recording. If successful, this could alleviate 
the necessity to utilize a Microphone Mixer in future recordings. The 
Bureau is presently in possession of three Identification Kits, Model #2. 
Two of these were leased by the San Francisco Office where a 90-day evaluation 
is being conducted. Upon completion of the evaluation, the Bureau will be in 
a position to determine if it is cost effective to purchase additional kits 
and distribute same to the field. Based on the above factors, it is recom
mended that this suggestion not be adopted. Views attached. 

·' 
' r 

APPROVED: 

Director 
.. Assoc Dr::-r.-----

()ep ADAdm. 
Oep AD lnv. --== 
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Adm. Serv. ifi/®l Legal Coun. __ _ 
Crim. lnv. 0 Plan & Insp. __ _ 

-- Rec Mgnt 
!dent. Tee., Servs-. M;-=-·?;-.rf!WI':-~d:../
lntell.___ __ Tramrng ~ -v-
Laboratory -- Pubhc )\fr.:fs". O~ff'. --
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~ -UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

,.:"~ Memorandum 
Mr. McDermott 

• UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DATE: 10/3/7 8 

Assoc. Dir. ~f 
Dep. AD Adm . _ 
Dep. AD lnv. _ 

Asst. Dir.: 
Adm. Servs. _ _ 
Crim . lnv. __ 
ldent. __ _ 
lntell . __ _ 
Laboratory __ 
Legal Coun . __ 
Plan. & In sp. 
Rec . Mg,. 
Tec~Ser s. A 
Tra)Millli.';;;>:'~-

PubiJc AIV. 011 . _ 
TeleP.hon,Rm . _ 
Direl teis Sec 'y _ 

Reference is made .to lJ.S. Department of Justice 
memorandum to all u.s. Attorneys dated 12/11/68, 
ed "The Use of Hypnosis in Interrogation of Witnesses," 
6f which is attached. 

PURPOSE: To request that the attached memorandum be forwarded 
to the Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division, USDJ. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the attached memorandum be approved and 
forwarded to the Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division. 

APPROVED: Adm. Serv. 
Crim . lnv. --

Director . ·· - -
ssoc. Dir. -==: 2.nt. _ _ _ 

ep. AD ~~~~·-i/jj!l'~:~~-ratory =-= 
Legal Coun. 
Plan. & lnsp.--
Rec. Mgnt. 
Tech. Scrvs:--. - - -
Training ~Ai7l/l 
Public Affs.Cfll7t7 ---

DETAILS: The referenced memorandum sets forth the guidelines 
for use of hypnosis in interro?ation of willing witnesses or 
victims of crimes. The Bureati s policy is in keeping with 
the Department's. However, itis noted that oh page three (3), 
paragraph three (3), the fourth item mentions that the inter
view made when thew·. i_tness. is under ~ypnosis should be ,J' 
;"recordeCV#d ttfJJtj~~f~~~" 10 {I~,-- 3'?.Y:/?-J/~. 

Since 1968, the ~C8er of cases wherein hypnosis i{
1

'~ 
utilized has increased. Further, the Bureau's policy sets , 
forth that all interviews ~will be taped, with the preferred 
method to be video tape. Most hypnosis sessions are several 

Enclosure 

1 
1 

M M· ~ . r. . Aut·z :.. .:; ~ :. - . 
Mr. · O'Connor ·-< 1 

RLA:~ (5) 
CONTINUED - OVER 

·v .. · f -. ' -~ ,_, __ 

9 · OCT JJ@ 1978 

1!! _ 

J ,(\f\ . . 
V 9 '< 197~y U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan FBI / OOJ 



•• 
Memorandum to Mr. McDermott 
Re: LAW ENFORCEMENT USE OF HYPNOSIS 

hours long. Transcribing these sessions would . require a 
great -drain on manpower, withno guarantee of accuracy. 
Further, the newer methods of ·video taping and audio taping 
are. quite clear and are the evidence of the session. 
Accordingly · it is . being requested that the term "and 
transcribed1' be deleted from the Department's policy. 

- 2 -
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. .?' ,, 
,,__....,.· • 

-
Assistant.Atto1.mey General 
Crimitlal Division .. ~0:. GOVEiRNI},Qf 

Director, FBI- . 

October 4, 1978 

p LAW ENFORCEMENT USE. OF HYPNOSlS 

Reference is made to Department of .Justice Memot:andum 
Number.605, dated December 11, 1968, cap,tioned "The Use of 
Hypnosis in Interrogation of Witnesse~, ' (copy attached). 

. The referenced tn~orandum sets forth Departmental 
~uidelines to the u~s. Attorneys fer the use of hypnosis in 
J.nte:rviews of witnesses or victims of crimes. The memorandum 
is signed by Fred M. Vt:nson1 Jr. , then Assistant Attorney 
General, Crind.nal Division. 
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TO 

• ···- -- - --- --=~~--- :-· ~ -_- -::- ~--- ~ - ------ -- --~- ----

Washington, D. c. 20530 

December 11, 1968 

ALL UNITED STATES ATIORNEYS 

.. .. · 

.. Memo Noz 6o5 

SUBJ:mT The U3e of Hypnosis ll1 Interrogation of Witnesses · 

'Ihrough experiments. and actual practice it has 
been demonstrated that in certain limited cases, the use 
of hypnosis -can-be · an aid :in the investigative process. 
Witnesses of crimes have been able to recall certain 
facets of the crime while in a hypnotic state whi_ch they 
coul-d not remember :in the nonn·al state. Hypnosis has also 
been eff~cti vely used to restore the memory of witnesses "1-lho . ____ _ 
have experienced a mental blackout concerning ~he ·events of 
the crl.me ~ . 

Although hypnosis may be of value ·ln the investigative 
process in certa.iri cases, it is subject to serious objections 
and should be used only on rare · occas.iml.s. The infonnation 
obtained from a person while in a hypnotic trance cannot be 
assumed to be accurate. If a witness at the time of the crirne 
mistakes the color of the get~away car as blue when in fact it 
was black, he w:Ul still state the color of the car as blue when 

.. questioned under hypnosis • . In addition, it has been shown· th~t 
a person under hypnosis, lacking real facts, may Itallucinate or 
otherwise CQntriye ·or inyent jnfor:matinn. Also, because of the 
deep seated motive of self-preservation, it. is possible for a 
person to Jie even while in a hypnotic state • . Therefore, any 
informationobtained by the use of hypnosis must be thoroughly 
checked as to its ultimate accuracy and corroborated if possible. 

The recent case Harding v. State, decided in the Haryland . 
Court of Special Appeals on October 9, 196~ illustrates the narrow 
sort of situation in ~~ich hypnosis may be effectively used. In 
that case, defendant was charged with intent to rape and assault 
with intent to murder. The prosecutrix met "defend;:mt and another 
man and woman in a bar. ~ring the course· of the evening the 

~ ~- 5?/ 7:? ---Ill 
ENCLOSU 

· ii' 



• • 
defendant became angry prosecutrix for her refusal to 

t:-------------------....!t.:>p:::-'-'=<.:-,;::.;;;;;::::..~~"'"~::.:o::::.n.:..:s:::..____c-~~~:-~h:im and eventually shot her. Defendant 
forced the other man to e---to an isolated area vrhere the 

. , ·. 

- defendant dumped··trre Homan on the side of the road. The . 
next morning the woman was found lying t-..m or three. miles from 
the spot Hhere she had been left. She "'tras in a state of shock. 
At the time of initial questioning, the woman was not able to say 
vmat had happened to her after she had been shot. \-1hile 'J.nder 
hy~~osis, however, and without prompting, she was able to 
recall that the defendant had returned to the scene and 
assaulted her. After she was brought out of hypnosis, she 
continued to remember the events, and was able to testify 
about them at trial. The court upheld the admission of her 
testimony, even though her memory had been ~locke~ through 
the use of hypnosis. 

- .. ~--::->·-With t:Qe _above limitations kept in mind, the follm-:i.ng 
- {_ poli~y)should be established with regard to the use of hypnosis in 

interrogation procedures. First, because of the difficult 
problems involved_, hypnosis should nev"er, be- _u$eci on a ----

_ - ~rl suspect :of ·a. __ c:-iJTle:. In mo~t __ cases;_ a s~spect ~11 prob~bly_ 
.5u.5r< refm~.e to subnu t to hypnos1.s; however, 1.f he th1.nks he 1.s 

clever enough, he may try to fake the hypnotic state and 
turn the interrogation to his advantage. In so far as legal" 
problems are involved, there is _serious question as to 
what use, if any, can be made of 1nfdrmation obtained from 
a suspect vlhile he was under hypnosis. In general, courts 
will not admit ;VJto ELvide~ce any statements obtained by - · 
the prosecution lfromJ,helli.rulan:k. while in a hypnotic ·state. 
Pecnle v. Thanks, 117 Cal. 652, 49' Pac. 1049 (1897) ;' State v. 
Pusch, 77 N.D._ 860, L6 N.W. 2d 508 (1950). Furthermore, if the 
defendant divulges information which leads to other evidence,: _thi~ 
latter evidence vrould be excluded under the "fruit of the · - -
poisoUQUs tree" doctrine. Another legal problem might arise if 
the defendant G.Qnfesses after he has been placed under hypnosis 
but while not in the hypnotic state. A Canadian court has held that 
it was up to. the Crown to show that a collfession was not_ influenced 
by the fact that the defendant had been previously hypnotized, 
before it would allo~-r such confession into evidence. . Rex v• 
Booker·· [1928] L lliminion ·Law Reports · 795. · 
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·- - Second, with regard to~ hypnosis s~ould 
CJ)not be err.ployed unless there isa ~. for additior.al 

informati~on:, and it appears that hypnosis can_ be j.lseful ::r. . -. 
aiding the '1-.i.tri"ess. to recall sue!-. ir.fo::nation, as in 1-iar::li:-lt . • 
state. A vri tness should never b~ hypnotized unless he gives his 

Q co!1s ent and should always be given an explanation of the natu::-~ ').i 
hypnosis before he is hypnotized. 

_(}) Third, ,only a person trained in the art of hypno!:ii5 

··-.: .. . ~ . 

. should be allowed to hypnotize a witness. During the 
interrogation, leading questions should be ayoide~ to insure 
against the possibility of suggestion to the subject. 

Fourth, ,to avoid any questions which may subse
quently arise, any interrogation made when the •fitness is 

. subject to hypnosis should be recorded and transcribed. 

-Fiith; i{_a_ rl tness has been hypn~·tized prio:r to 
trial, ·this fact should be disc~_d in cou:ct_. There are great 
differences between a statement Plade while under hypnosis 
and a statement made in the nomal state, ·and the defendant 
should be~ given such information. In many cases, of course, 
the government will be required under .18 U.S •. Co 'a500(b) · to 

. ·prodUce .. the Wi tnes.s i .·prior statements. · 
. ... _~ =- . 

-~ Q Sixth, the prosecution · should · be prepared to put on the. 
sta.'1d · an expert on hypnosis 1-1ho can explain to the jury '.:.he 
nat:1re .Jf hypnosis and how it. works in the interrogation process .· 
in order to dispel from the jurors• minds any misconceptions and 
dc~~ts th£y may have concerpi~b hypnosis. The expert sho~ld 
particularly be prepared to meet the argument that the mere . I 

· , - reJ:eti tiori of a set,· of facts under hypnosis will further imnrin1f ,on 
· ·the: 'subject's mirid a 'bel{ef in those facts and make him :.ess 

likely t.o disavow them. The rebuttal to this argwnent is that 
vlhile repetition of a story always has some tendency to imprint 
the story on the subject's mind, the telling of it under hypr.osis 
per se adds nothing to the likelihood of further imprinting. 

Seventh, prior to using hypnosis on any witness the United 
States Attorney must obtain the written authorization of the ·· 

. . 

: . .. 
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• 
Assistant Attorney General oi' ili e Criminal Di '{is ion. To obtain 
such authorization, a written request should be submitted to 

---------------------w .... ~~L~+~t-!ttnxneY-Gener~ of- the Criminal Division stating 
thP. reasons why t~e use of hypnosis is desired. 

Summary 

Hypnosis should never be used on a suspect of a 
crime. Hypnosis should be used on witnesses only '\-!here there is 
an indication that it •fill be useful in obtaining new facts. 
If a statement is made by a witness while under hypnosis and is 
later admitted in evidence the fact that such statement was 
made under hypnosis should be disclosed. The prosecution should 
be prepared to have an expert testify on the nature of hypnosis 
in cases where the defense attacks a witness' credibility because 
the witness had been hypnotized. Finally, information obtained 
bY the use oi· hypnosis cannot be assumed to be accurate, but 
sho~ld always be checked and verified if possible. - ~ - - -------- ·~ -

. . FRED M. VINSON, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

Criminal Division 
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() UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

w~ Memorandum 
William H. Webster, Director 

TO : Federal Bureau of Investigation 

~\~P B. Heymann 
F.ROM Assistant Attorney General 

Criminal Division 
,J/ 

SUBJECT: )~sw Jinf:Qr~c~emen.t Us~e:_,O_:f:,_Hypnpsi_s, 

J' 

November 2 9 1978 TE: . • , 

This is in response to your memorandum dated October 4, 
which recommended that the requirement of transcribing 

,,.,...,...,.,..~,.iews with witnesses who are undeC~YE,nosis .... be eliminated. 

~~tiii"l~fio;"'':~'~':;;;:;f''/-;:;The Crimin~l- Division is in the process of updating the 
ntal policy on the Use of Hypnosis in the Interroga .... 

of Witnesses. In those cases where the interview session 
is video-tqped there would appear to be no valid reason to 
require that the interview be transcribed. In those cases, 
however, a copy of the video-tape should be made to guard-: 
against the loss of or damage to the original tape. 

In the future, any time a witness under hypnosis is 
interviewed, the interview should be video-taped whenever 
possible. In those cases where video-taping the interview 
is impossible, a transcript should be prepared in addition 
to ahy sound recording. Even in those cases where the 

[

. interview is video-taped it may of course be necessary 
subsequent legal proceedings to provide a transcript, 
example, so that a court or the jurors may follow alo 
they are viewing the interrogation proceedings. 

ST~l06-,-~~ -

~-~.~ ~· 

(~~ b6 ~-- Tr; i 62APR 251979 

.a- Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regtdilrly on the Payroll Sat~ings Plan 

b7C 
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ATTENTION 

The following documents appearing in FBI files have been reviewed under the provisions of The Freedom of 
Infom1ation Act (FOIA) (Title 5, United States Code, Section 552); Privacy Act of 1974 (PA) (Title S, United States Code, 
Section 552a); and/or Litigation. 

D FOIA/PA D Litigation D Executive Order Applied 

Requester: 
Subject: 
Computer or Case Identification Number: 

Section __________ __ Title of Case: 
*File 

--~---------------------------------~----------------------------------Serials Reviewed: 

Release Location: *File Section 
--------~-------------------------------- ------------

This file section has been scanned into the FOIP A Document Processing System (FDPS) prior to National Security 
Classification review. Please see the documents located in the FDPS for current classification action, if warranted. Direct 
inquires about the FDPS to RIDS Service Request Unit, 202-324-3773. 

File Number: 
Serial(s) Reviewed: 

{g r rfQ_-?::flCJ'] q Section 3 
~~4~7~T~~~~~-------------------- -~------

FOIPA Requester: 
FOIPA Subject: 
FOIPA Computer Number: 

File Number: ----------'-------------------------------- Section ----------~ 
Serial(s) Reviewed: 

FOIPA Requester: 
FOIP A Subject: 
FOIP A Computer Number: 

File Number: ---------------------------------------- Section __________ __ 
Serial(s) Reviewed: 

FOIP A Requester: 
FOIP A Subject: 
FOIP A Computer Number: 

THIS FORM IS TO BE MAINTAINED AS THE TOP SERIAL OF THE FILE, BUT NOT SERIALIZED. 

SCANNED BY DocLab (RMD) 

DATE: ·-· 9--/6:05 
ATTENTION 

LAST SERIAL:-+-/};14:7'. ~(o~ _ __vno NoT REMovE FROM FILE 
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To: 

Director, FBI 

SUGGESTION 

T 

~)1""~1q 
b6 

~~~~~~----b7C 

Date 

79 
Division of As~ig.nment 

CINCINNATI 

Obviously Police-Departments and qthers, both within and 
outsidethe United States are increasingly employing the general 
use of ~ypnosis in criminal investigations 1 which include the·· 
participation of the police artistwho has received instruction· 

in the use of hypnosis. · .- D ~~.(/(_~f2'I'_('? 
Conversation', trade publicatfo1.ts, and rerat.-e'd· literature 

reflect the accomplishments being realized as.a direct result of 
the contributions of such artists and there appears to be a general 
consensus of opinion that the artis.t trained in the use of hypnosis 
can be more effective in the hypnotic interview than his counterpart 
who is not. Recognizing the special problems which must be dealt 
with which occur in the hypnotic state c9uld well determine the 

Current practice or rule (Include manual citation as well as fact.s) 

Artists participate in hypnotic interviews per Bureau authority. 

Advantages of suggestion and annual savings (include basis for estimate) 

Through familiarization of hypnotic techniques, 'terminology, 
legal requirements (prevent cueing, loss of rapport, etc.) r-i ~ 
enhance quality- of artist participation in hypnotic intervie ]· _.; 

·. 

Disadvantages of suggestion 

none apparent 

. . . ' ; vt / 
I VI; 
-~ 

eirs, or (ThE\ use by the United States of my· suggestio,n shall not form the basis 
assigns upon the United States. I understand that I will be considered 
within two years after submission,) · i( · · · : 

is adopted 

~Mr •. DMrs •. DMiss 

b7C 
SA! r;~~~ti.~io~a~rit and its adopt;:ion is recorrm:nded. 

~~ 



... 

'"" , '"": 

!- : · 
.t:.,:!f• 

r·· • ... ;"';;~- ----! ... -~ ••.. ,: ·,·) 

-- ;~ .......... 

···. ){. 

·• 

.,.,·r. r 
c: "' 

... :--·- ~ ,-.. ·, . 

._.;: 

·' 

... 

. ... :_,.-: .. 

•,, ',.-..: •. j J :_ .. ~ 

?' .- ~ . r ··-· ,.1'_ 

.:, y' 

:-. 

' --;:..;: 

. ) 

. ' 
-- -~ '" r-r --' . -.... .,,._~ .· ·-_: <: •• :r- -~ · · ,- ~- · ~_,- :~ .. -.~:--: _:..-: .;: ~~- ; -_r 

-.~ ·. ::::::l _--.--r:;:,:-. ,· -- -:-,··· 

..... ---.-- ·---~--'· . -.-....... . 
....... ·--s 

,• • ::' I '•, ~ • .: ~- :- ::. \ I. ;, 

::-- .... ~"" .... ....... ::. :.--.....-~~-.... -~-
''\,<.•---: ·,t ·n:. -... ,..,... -~--,_~.- ,. .. _ 

,I, ',•' -. ,,,..:~'! fY ' • 

"·Y'(> ~ ·-·-

·: · -~-, ·l •. 

.. -•T,.~.-::7 .. ··.r• 
·-:._·.-:_::.::-- ~. --~~,- ~-·~r_..-~-::. 

-~ ... - .. - c:--- ~- ~ ·- -..-r"i" 
·-;.-:.._- "-• 

.-·.-
------·""\ ...... 

~ .... . ;.: ~ ";" 

- ._ .. 0 

('. -- ·- ......... - .-- ~ ,.._ . 
._._,.. .. ' f ..,. .. , ... •: • ---~I 

:·;; :~ ·.- ;_ •. ! . .,,.! 

-.- ~- .,..... 

·--.-· .... 

. :"'" . :-:·::: :. r: 
-- _.....,_ .. _::· --~' r··· 

"·''-" ·'J ..... 

::-. ...:. . .... ~.·-:::-.!..·~---:-' 
.., . \ .... . -·. 

. .:... ... : -,· l :--. ~-' 

-- ...... 
·-'·- .\ 

...... ·-----.::-• ... ' . 

••• 

." ' ( .. - ; •• ·~.' t 

-~--- /"P ;? -:- --. 

.:·:._,, ·: '):' 
•T -,..... .r~ • -• •:" ' .... 

.... ~ .-:··~ . .-..-~ ...... .- . 
·.- . '··~} ·- . 

.· ....... . -~·=-: _:-;~ 
1.---. 

-::~·--.- .. -:-

.-~ ........ --.~ 

~ -<r ••• 

o,l_: 



.... .. I 
( 

---.-~-~ .. · . ... -· 

outcome of a particular case. 

The Bureau is now utilizing hypnosis in selected 
criminal matters and as public acceptance of hypnosis 1 as 
a valid investigative technique increases it is expected 
that the use of hypnosis by the Bureau will also increase. 

The Laboratory's Special Projects Section now has 
at least two artists who have assisted in recent Bureau 
approved hypnotic interviews of witnesses with considerable 
success. 

It is recognized that the Special Projects Section 
does not possess a sufficient humber of artists to staff 
the field for every request, but situations will undoubtedly 
continue to arise where participation of FBI Laboratory 
personnel will be desired. 

Recently a Cincinnati case occurred where prominent 
banking officials had consented to hypnotic interviews 
following a one quarter million dollar loss to an 
extortionist. Special consideration suggested the use of 
hypnotism to be appropriate for the purpose of construction 
of a composite and to elicit other relevant information. 

Following discussions with a Special Projects 
artist concerning various problems, it would appear that 
it would benefit all parties involved, including artists, 
if arrangements were made for those artists who are to 
assist the field in hypnotic interviews be afforded at 
least a minimum exposure to instructions in hypnotic 
theory and practice. 

- 2* -
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Recently the Special Projects Section has 
had requests from Field Offices in Dallas, Cleveland, Cincinnati 
Milwaukee and Pittsburgh for artist to attend Bureau approved 
hypnotic interviews with witnesses in order to prepare drawings 
of Unsubs. 

These assignments have brought to light 
problems concerning the various methods or techniques utilized by 
each individual hypnotist. Special Projects Section and Behavioral 
Science Unit at Quantico feel it would be beneficial to all parties 
concerned to have a one day meeting at Quantico for discussion 
and instruction in this matter. Tentative plans for such a meeting 
are now being formulated. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Special Projects Section personne~ who 
prepare artist's conception drawings meet with the Behavioral 
Science Unit in Quantico to discuss mutual problems involved 
and receive general instructions in hypnotic theory and practice. 

APPRC'-'2::3: 

Director 
Assoc. Dir-· --
lf':--1'>. Ao .-'ldm~ 
r~--i-J. MJ l.·w. ---

f, ' ... _ 

-3-
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S:ggestion #24~9 
ADDENDUM TRAINING DIVISION 

~------~T~r~a~i~ning Division has reviewed the suggestion o£ 
S~ land finds his suggestion has merit. The 
Behavioral Science Unit is coordinating with Laboratory 
Division and anticipates meeting with personnel £rom Special 
Projects Section in the near future in order to exchange 
information concerning the artist's role in hypnosis inter
views. It is also anticipated that Bureau artists will be 
invited to attend any advanced seminars conducted by the 
Training Division in Fiscal Year 1979. 
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' ' 

Federal Bureaa of Javellttptloll 
CinciouaU, Obio 

nearjL..-____ ___. 

Aprtlll, 1979 

PEI1.SONAL 

' / 
' 

Tllank you for JOUl' ~stl:iiiBI per8011liet 'flho 
prepare eoncepttoa dra.witJP. ln conaection ~. · -~·-~ot .. ic interviews 
be alfQ_tdM.Iut:rvctiODa ill bJpDotic theory padlee. You may be 
intereated to bow tbat the Behavioral Scieace Ualt of the Training 
Divisioo is eoordiaattng with the Laboratory Dh1810D an exchange of 
tnformatloa. coaeera!Dg the arttsts' role in aeh intervlewa, and it is 

.• 

atieipated that Bureau artteta will be invited to attead any advanced ~..., 
~; seminars conducted by the Tralntag DirislOil duiag Fi8eal Year 1979. 

Therefore, n.o aettOD is being taken oa your propoal since it has already f. 
bee",~ upon. V-50 ltP IIJ.M /_ .~-3/'f? 7/"- ~ /) fj;;; 

·.· ~~ '· ltEC- 12tAlthough prior aetl~ beeli taken oa you:rft"a, ~ li; 
interest you. expressed by submtttm, it to me ta tadeed appreetated. t5' 

Sincerely yours, 

William H. Webster Z4 fJ :~: : ~ . ; 
William H. ·webster ....... · 

& ./ ~ Director 

~ 
fj 

~ Li 
M APPROVED: 

Assoc. Dir. __ 2 _ Cinc~;tttJ.3 IIIII Dl••<lo• 
Dep. AD Adm . _ ;::----

Dep. AD lnv.- 1 - Fiel rsonnel file Assoc. Dir. 
Asst. Dir.: 1 _ Suggestion file Dep. AD Ad.-n. - --

Adm. Serv. Rt:d'i'~ ; l'egal Coun. 
Crim. 1!'1·1. J Pl2n . ,q, Insp.---

- ~ -" '' " '1'7 t Ide ~ '-- ··· '"· ,n · 
:il·~e:~~- --- - --- ~·:' ' :·~. S ~rvs·.---

Adm. Servs. _ Dep. AD lnv. ·--"--;-

Crim , lnv. -- 1 - Personnel f"le f s~ ldent. ~ · 1 0 
lntell . ~W (6) (SuggE!stion #2 dTor_...,,'1"1'9T") ______ __. 
laboratory __ !' 
Legal Coun. _ \.' 

Labora~~.- ~~~:~t~hs .. "'o=tr.-
b6 

b7C 

Plan. & Insp.- NOTE: Suggestion set out in above letter and as noted prior action has been 
Rec, Mgnt. __ ' ' 

Tech. s., ••. _ taken on this idea. ':fhe views of Training and Laboratory Divisions are 

dE~:~~s5··uo;~ta~t1.97sJ?J.:l-i0,; 
Director's ' r . ' ROOM ozy- lu ~ FBI/DOJ 

. - I ~ 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 11G2 EDITION 

~;;~;:-~~CF~;~;ES G<JVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO :ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

.. ,; 

ATTN: OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH, 
TRAINING DIVISION, QUANTICO 

FROM~ASAC, JACKSONVILLE (70-3004) 

~() 
SUBJECT:HYPNOSIS AS AN INVESTIGATIVE AID -----

f 

DATE: 6/11/79 

~1 . Re letter from the Training Division to Jacksonville, 
Ldated 5/31/79. 

'5010·lOS 

Enclosed is the questionnaire which was forwarded 
by referenced communication in connection with JK 70-3004, 
entitled "UNSUB; LYNN ELIZABETH PYETT-VICTIM, CGR-MURDER (A)," 
00: JK, BUfile 70-65733. 

. ,;.' 



To: From: (Sugqester's nqme) 

Director, FBI 

SUGGESTION 

~· 
j 

. 0. . 

~jU{J[;is 
Current practice or rule (Include manual citation as well as facts)~ 

Medical professionals for hypnotic interviews are now hired from private 
sector or off duty military personnel. 
Advantages of suggestion and annual savings (include basis for estimate) 

Cost for session under support agreement would be in accordance with 
AR 40-330, par lOa, standard outpatient rate. This rate is currently 
$25. If 100 interviews could be conducted a year under a support 
agreement instead of in the private at cost of $400 average per session, 
annual savings could be $37,500. 

In addition to monetary savings, additional savings in time wouldresult 
since military personnel are more readily available and often have 
video taping facilities available •. Many military medical professionals 
also have security clearances which would~d in securi~y ~ype interviews 

Disadvantages of suggestion 

. V-!i' '~ ' Cost to military agency if session las~ing four ~urs 
Ltc. would be $7D.l2, or $51.12 over th~: reimbursement rate. 

'i k?Q 'MAY ~9 1981 I. 

:·· ·f.•.'\· '~;~; · 

(The use by the United States of my suggestion shall not form the ·basis of a further claim of any nature by_:;-~:::!!'JY ~!-f:!!:;-__2J e~..:. 
assigns upon the United States. I understand that I wlll be corisidere suggestion is adopted 
within two years after submission,) · 

IXJMr, DMrs, 0Mis~ 
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~ · Suggestion #22-81 
ADDE~DUM: INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 11/24/80 MAH:ckr 

Intelligence Division defers concurrence in the 
suggestion that the Bureau establish interagency 
suppo~t agreeme~t with U-~· militar¥· This sua:::~:·:: ~as d1scu~sed w1th Superv1s~ry Spec~al Agen~ I _______ I 
~L---------~~Jinstructor, Behavioral Science Unit, o, 
who is knowledgeable in the FBI's hypnosis program. 

b6 

b7C 

I If fhe sayjngb in money and time as stated by 
Special Agenre correct, this suggestion appears 
to have merit, but this suggestion should be referred to 
~;;;r Ault for a recommendation based upon his expertiso. 

-APPROVED: ~,. Adm. Serv -=· 
Cnm fnv .. __ _ 

Dir«tor ___ _ 

Exee. AO·M:n. k!(m~ ~-~ 
Exec, AO·Inv == lnte11~ 
HltCO. AO.O..ES _ Laa.:::~<..~J __ 

- 2 -
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R.e: · SUGGESTH)N OF sAl 
SAVANNAH DIVISION!-:---~-------' 

b6 

b7C 

Suggestion #22-81 . · ~ ~ 
ADDENDUM: TRAINING DIVISION, .11/26/80, R.LA:khm 

Attached is one copy of a report captioned, ''Evaluation of the Forensic 
Hypnosis Program" •. As the report indicates, use of forensic hypnosis is 
currently cost effective. As also indicated in the report, the fees of the pro
fessionals who do the hypnosis range from no charge to $1, 500 per session 
plus expenses, with·over 80% of the fees under $115 per session. The report 
estimates that the total cost for 109 h~pnotic interviews amounted to under 
$42, 000. With this background information in mind, the Training Division 
concurs with the suggestion of SAl lthat the FBI attempt to establis.h 
interagency support agreements in an .effortto reduce the cost which the FBI 
incurs each hypnotic session. 

There are currently individuals on active duty .in the military who have 
assisted the FBI in hypnosis and research has shown that posse comitatus 
presents no problem in this regard as long as these military mental health 
professionals are presenU·· only to hypnotize and not to participate in the 
interview. 

APPROVED: 

Director ___ . __ 

Adm.Serv __ 

C!irn. lnv. __ 

Exec. At:•·:,ll,dm. __ ldent. __ _ 

Exec.AD-In\1. __ tntell. __ _ 

·./Exec. AD·LES --. laboratory __ 

lagal Courl ........ --
F!an. atr.tp._. __ _ 

Ree. Mgnt. -__,.
Tach. Sorv~ 

1
],__ ) 

fralr:ing ~jJ if!J4.i(:-
Off. of Cong. . 

& P1.1blic Affs.'----

b6 

b7C 
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FD-252 from Savannah to Director, FBI 
RE: EMPLOYEE SUGGESTION 
Suggestion #22-81 

.i' 

ADDENDUM CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION VDK:bam 11/28/80 

The suggestion would appear to have merit from a 
cost-savings standpoint. However, due to the fact that to 
implement the suggestion military personnel would be utilized 
in criminal-type investigations, the proposal should be 
forwarded to Legal Counsel Division for review and opinion . 

. .. . - ---·-

2 

. . 
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RE: 

..:,, 

b6 SUGGESTION OF sAl 
SAVANNAH DIVISION~----------------~ 

b7C 

LAD 
SUGGESTION #22-81 

ADDENDUM: LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION, NEM:lad 12/23/80 

~----------~L~e~g~a~l~C~o~unsel Divsion (LCD) has reviewed SA 
!suggestion that a ~upport agreement 

~b:-:e::--e=-=s':E:t-=a:-tb::-lrl=-s:::-n=e-=d~""""'~b:::-:e:::-trw:-:":!een the Bureau and the U.S Army and · 
other military services to obtain the services of military 
medical professionals to assist in hypnotic interviews. 

Research of the case law that addresses the Posse 
Comitatus Act, Title 18, United States Code (USC), 
Section 1385 has led LCD to the co~clusion that military 
medical personnel should not be used in Bureau initiated 
hypnotic interviews. Decisions involving the Act 
have stated in dicta that at the present time they would 
not invoke the exclusionary rule for violations of Title 18, 
USC, Section 1385, however future cases involving military 
personnel in civilian law enforcement investigations would 
be subject to close scrutiny. 

In United States v. Walden, 490 F.2d 372 (4th 
Cir. 1974) cert. denied 416 U.S. 983, 40 L.Ed.2d 760, 94 
s. Ct. 2385 where several Marines were acting in an undercover 
capacity at the request of the Treasury Department, the 
court admitted the evidence obtained by the Marines but 
offered the following caveat: 

"We do not think that the letter of the Act 
was violated. We conclude, however, that 
there was a violation of the regulations; 
but, because this case presents the first 
instance of which we are aware in which 
illegal use of military personnel in this 
manner has been drawn into question, we 
decline to impose the extraordinary remedy 
of an exclusionary rule at this time, or 
to reverse the judgments. We reserve, 
however, the possibility that such a rule 
may be called for should repeated cases 
involving military enforcement of·civilian 
laws demonstrate the need for the speci·al 
sanction of a judicial deterrent." (Emphasis 
added) 

-4-
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ADDENDUM TO SUGGESTION #22-81 

The regulations referred to by the court are 
Navy regulatiqns which apply the Posse Comitatus Act to 
the Navy and Marine Corps •. 

In accordance with Walden, the Fifth Circuit in 
United States v. Wolfs, 594 F.2d 77, 85 (1979) stated in 
part that: 

"We pretermit discussion of whether there was 
a violation of the statute or regulation. 
We need not decide that complex and difficult 
issue because, assuming without deciding that 
there was a violation, application of an 
exclusionary rule is not warranted. If this 
Court should be confronted in the future with 
widespread and repeated violations of the Posse 
Comitatus Act an exclusionary rule can be 
fashioned at that time." (Emphasis added) 

While both decisions involve the use of military 
personnel against the suspect and do not address . the 
question of using military personnel to interview or 
hypnotize witnesses LCD has concluded that if a court 
perceives a violation of the Act, they may invoke the 
exclusionary rule thus barring what may later turn out to 
be crucial testimony. Therefore, LCD believes that any 
potential cost saving aspects of this suggestion are outweighed 
by the possible loss of testimony its implementation may~cause. ~ 

APPROVED: Adm. Serv. __ Legal Coun. 1"' 
Crim. !nv. Plan. f, Insp. 

fi<lC. Mt;nt. __ _ 
Director---·--
Exec. {',O·Mm.__ !doni. ---·--
E:!ec. AD-Inv. __ h:!oll. -------- (./)!.of G•::ng. 
Exec .. ~D·lf:S __ Labon.:J:-ry ____ tl ~~·,u~!ic Art~._-

-5-
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Based upon the findings of this study the use of 
hypnosis can be of definite value in an investigation. Judi
cious utilization of the procedure in cases where additional 
detail is desired concerning descriptions of perpetrators, 
vehicles and/or incidents appear to be most fruitful. Moreover, 
while such information must be corroborated if at all possible, 
the majority of the results appear to be at least somewhat 
accurate. In the 65 cases selected for analysis the use of 
hypnosis resulted in the identification of a total of 12 per
petrators 3 of which were convicted. 

Based upon current cost figures the use of hypnosis 
also appears to be quite cost-effective. Under the control of 
the Behavioral Science Unit Training Division which handles 
the training, primary approval and technical guidence for the 
program, the additional information received resulted in a 
savings of approximately $56,330. Operational expenditures 
for this same information amounted to under $41 000 therefore 
a net savings of approximately $15,330 was realized. 



E:V!\LU!\TlON 
OF TilE 

FOR ENS f C I"IY PNOS IS PROl.IV\1'-1 

INTRODUCTJON 

The phenomenon no\V rc fen-eel to as hypno~; 3 s i <; c~nLnr i cs 
old ond there arc numerous books and articl cs av<1ilable describ
ing it.s characteristics. The occasional u::;e of hypnosis in 
cr imino 1 cases is documented as car] y ns 1894 and i_ t hCis he en 
mentioned in connection with many fnmous cases such as the 
Coppolino case (1963); the Boston Strangler (1965); and the 
Sheppard case (1966). 

However, during the last deca.cle the use of hypnosis 
to help solve crimes has increased tremendously. Led by the 
Los Angeles Police Department, local law enforcement agencies 
throughout the nation appear to be using this phenomenon with 
considerable success both in the identification of t.he perpe
trators and for the gathering of more detailed eye witness 
informati_on. ' In 1968, the publicity surrounding the successful 
use of hypnosis by local law enforcement and the occasional use 
of the procedure by Feder<1l law enforcement agencies prompLed 
Lhe AssistanL Attorney General, Criminal Division, Lo iss110 n 
(o rnw 1 statement concerning the usc o [ Lhc Lccbn i que by Fcd0ra 1 
agencies. Briefly, it contained the following guidelines: 

( 1) 
(2) 

(3) 

( 4) 

(5) 

> ~~ 
(a) 
(9) 

llypnosis should never be used on a subject 
Hypnosis can be used only when there is a 
clear need for additional infornwtion 
Hypnosis cnn be used only with the consent 
of the witness 
Only persons trained in the art of hypnosis 
should be allowed to hypnolize a witness 
Leading questions should be avoided 
The interview must be recorded and Lranscribcd 
The court must be advise'd of the use of hypnosis 
An expert must be available for tcsLimony 
rcg.:n~d i_ng hypnosis 
The U.S. At Lorncy rnus L ohL:1 in \v r· it L(·n 
cllluhor ization to use hypnosis from Lhe Assistant 
Attorney Gct)cral, Cdminnl DLvision 

These guidelines, wilh fc\oJ ch<mges, sLill (onn Llw lx1sic policy 
surrounding the use of hypnosis by Federal authorities. 
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Probably the foremost proponent of the procedure is b6 

r
chologist with the Los Angeles Police 

_feels the use of hypnosis offers b7C 
~s~1~g~n~1~tr1~c~a~n~t~a~s~s~1~s~t~a~n~c~e~1n the handling of major cases. In a 
three-year study involoving over 250 cases: he found that some 
additional information was obtained in 78.2% of the cases and 
that 65.7% of this information was of value to the investigator. 

The FBI had used hypnosis as an investigative aid in 
several instances during the period between 1968 and 1978 and 
the results appeared to coincide with Dr. Reiser's study. As 
a result, in May 1978, the Behavioral Science Unit conducted 

-an in-service training course for the purpose of formalizing 
a procedure for the use of hypnosis in cases involving FBI 
jurisdiction. At that time, some 60 Special Agents attended 
a three and a half day hypnosis training program at the FBI 
Academy. The Agents, representing 57 field offices and Head
quarters, were given instruction on how to handle the legal 
and administrative complexities surrounding the use of rypnosis 
and the guidelines for selecting competent professionals for 
use as hypnotists. In addition, they were instructed in the 
particular problems associated with the hypnotic state and the 
necessary interviewing techniques to be utilized. The methods 
recommended were essentially the same as those employed by Dr. 
Reiser except that Bureau policy required the hypnotist to be 
a psychiatrist, psychologist, medical doctor or dentist espe
cially trained in the use of hypnosis. 

Due to the unique nature of the procedure and in 
accordance with current management practices, a Benefit-Cost 
analysis of the program was initiated by the Institutional 
Research and Development Unit, Training Division, at the con
clusion of the training. 

This study was undertaken for the express purpose of 
examining the following questions: 

1. The type and accuracy of any additional information 
which_may be obtained through the use of hypnosis. 

2. The actual results in terms of subject identi
fication and/or savings in investigative mandays. 

3. The average fees charged by health professionals 
for inducing the hypnotic state and caring for 
the health of the interviewee during the session. 

- 2 -
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· .HETilODOLOGY 

Due Lo the ~;ubjccLivc nnL1.1rc of Lhc d;tl.:t nccd~.·d Lo 
satisfy the stated objectives, traditional evaluation procedures 

· \vcre considered inappropriate . . To examine Lhe. effectiveness 
of a program .of this nature in tcr.rns of :i.ncr.c:lscd clc<trcnces, 

· ::ttrests or convictions would be completely invtd. id. TIH:re . are 
an infihit~ number of potentially decisive factors imp<1cting 
upohon invesU.gnU.on and oll musl: be considered • .. 'J'ht~~~c .i.n(·lude 
(but are not limited to) the followin~ categories ·of variabl~s: 

1 - Type of offense 
2 - · Community <ll:Litud.e tow~ird offense · 

~ J Victim(s) reactions 
. 4 Actions of the p~rpetrator(s) . 
5 Physical evidence · 
6 Eyewitness evidence 

· · 7 Informant activity 
8 Cose preparation 
9 Judicial attitudes 

1Q - CoGrt pre~entations 
11 Legal skills 

. These · fc)cto:rs could not be controlled since the. ·number 
of cases avoilable for analysis was too few to provide meaningful. 
data concerning any single variable. The above circumstances 
therefore, dictated that the study adopt amore qu.:Jlitative 
orientation • . . 

. \Vi th this' ·;:tpproach the usun 1 StC:1t is t icn 1 . Cri tt~r ia <:1re 
augmented and to some extent replaced by l:he users opinions as 
to the value of the procedure during act~al operations. 

In each · of 65 cases utilizing hypnosis · CJt le<Jst CJO days 
' prior to the beginning of the study, agents were requested to 
furnish their impressions and opinions regarding the value and 
utility of using hypnosis as an investigative aid. The resulting 
data \vere. then compiled and an over a 11 evaluation of the procedure 
\vas prepared based upon the ac:cumulated experience of the 
respondents. · 

Fllrthcr, since the usc or hypno~;.i.s \v<JS n()t. COilFiiH'd lo 
ca~es within C\ specific region .or division, it w:c~s necessary to 
gather the data using n written qucstionneiirc r;1tht;r .t:.lwn the 
more. c f feet i ve personal i.r'ltervicw. This shortcorni ng \v:.t s n f f set 
to 'some extent by the usc of two pilot sessions Lo dcLennine 
and correct any weaknesses ·of the instrument. 

- .1 -
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One conLroJ \vas utilized. The qttc~Li_nrmnin·s \llf'rc 
directed Lo At;cnts ch.:uged wi Lh the respon c; j b i 1 i ty I or Lhc 
cnr:c.Z; ,-;!l:her Lhnn 1\grnL.r.; trninf'd in LIH· nppl icntioiJ or Lite· 
pl:ocC'dlJl·(', Sjncc Lhc c~1sc /\gcnL's pri_llt:try ol>jt'cLivl' i:> t ~ o 
resolve Lhe cosc, he \vas considered more likely Lo cvvluaLc 
the procedure from an outcome viewpoint. 

FINDINGS 

Prinwry Applicalion 

llypnosis \vc::ts used ln Dn 0tLempt to oGLtd.n .-tddi Lion.:ll 
cl.:1ta in a total o[ 65 cases between August 1975 and n:uch 1980. 
These cases represent a fairly \vide variety of offense 
categories. 

TYPF. OF CASES IN HI!ICII IIYPNOSl S H/\S UTlLlZrD 

CLASSlfiC/\TlON 

7 
29 
52 

65 
70 

87 

89 

91 
92 

100 

1.'>6 

lGG 

lMHE OF CASE NUNPd:. R OF C/\SES 

KIDNAPING 
BANK fH/\UD /\ND J·:I'Jnf·:z;;,J.Hli~NT 
TIIEFT, Htef.ZZLEJII·:NT /\ND 

IU.EG/\L POSSESSTON Of 
GOVERNNENT PROPERTY 

ESPIONAGE 
CH J ~IE ON GOVl~RNl'JENT 

RESI\HV/\TIONS 
J NT~~!{ ST/\TE TH/\NS I'Oirf/\T_I ON 

OF' STOLEN PROPEHTY 
ASSAULTING OR KILLlNG 1\ 

FEDCRAL OFFICER, ASSAULTLNG 
fOREIGN PERSONNEL 

J3ANK ROnBI~RY 
1\NT f- R/\CK1~TJ·]·~R INC ( CR H11 N/\1. 

INII·:I.LICI·.NCI·:) 
l'lll·: R'\'0 \{ l CO N t\ T I ON 1\ I . I ~)T 

NATTT·:H 
J·~t-IPl.OYF.I·~ HJ·:TIRENENT INCmll·: 

Sl·:ct JH I TV /\CT 
lN n:RST/\Tl·: TR/\NSI'OI{'J'/\'1' I ON IN 

1\ID Of R/\CKETEERJNG 

4 

5 
1 
1 

I 
7 

2 

4 

21 
I 

( ' 

•' 

·' 



174 

183 

192 

206 

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARY 
DEVICES 

R/\CKETEER TNFUH:NCI·:n /\ND 
CORRUPT ORGANIZATIONS 

HOBBS ACT - FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS 

FAG - DEPARHIENT OF 
DEFENSE; AGRICULTURE; 
COf'IHERCE; CONMUNITY 
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION; 
INTERIOR 

Total 

6 

8 

3 

1 

65 

A total of 109 interviews were conducted in connection 
with the 65 offenses, for an average of 1.6 interviews per case. 
Eighty-four percent of the interviews involved witnesses while 
the remaining 16% were classified as victims of the offenses. 

NUHBER AND STATUS OF PERSONS INTERVIEWED UNDER HYPNOSIS 

Number of Cases Status Total Intervie\~S 
Hitness Victim 

35 1 35 
17 1 17 

7 2 14 
3 3 9 
1 6 6 
1 12 12 
1 16 16 

Totals 65 109 

Fifty-three percent of the interviews dealL with 
descriptions of vehicles and/or incidents while the r0maining 
43% involved some attempt to obtain a description of subject(s). 
The study indicates ~1ile several different approaches were 
utilized in the attempt to elicit facial characteristics of 
the subjects, the most common technique was to have an artist 
present at the interview. 
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~1£TIIODS USED TO OBT1\TN. PIIYSIC/\1.. Dl':SCHI.PTJONS 

FRON \.JITNESSF.S IN IIYPNOSIS 

/\rt .Ls l 
Idcnti-kit 
1)1 . . ·r ' . f . . )I . I . o .J.cc .CiontL:J.catJon-1 10togrnp1s 
Combination of above · 
Other 

JJ/. 
J% 

1 ~,f., 
18/, 
J 2% 

Information Obtained 

. 1\s previously ind icatcd, the u~e of Dr rest Dnd cc:mvic-
tion statistics as indicators of the efficiency of U1o rroc~clurc 
are extremely misleading~ The very fact that all other. logical 
investigative procedures must have been conducted before hypnosis 
is considered suggcs ts that such cases \,;ill be mittsu.n ll.y cl i [ f icu 1 t: 

. t.o resolve. Nevertheless clearance information. coupled \vith d.ata. 
on the number of subjects identified docs provide some impression_ 
as· to the value of hypnosis. Of the 65. cases in \v-hich hypnosis 
\vas utilized, 23, or .35%, have been resolved and 41, or GT/.,, arc 
still pending. One additional case has been classified pending.:.. 
inactive. 

The exte~t to v1hich adclition<ll :data is received through 
the use of hypnosis was determined py the usc of a s.j)cc if ic 
protecl~re. The witness or victim wa~ carefully intcrvic~ccl 
immediately prior to the usc of hypnosis <J·ncl all infornwU.on \v:.1s 
recorded. They were then pla~ed in a state of hyphosis and again 
intervie\ved. The results of both interviews \.;tere · compared .:mel 
any additional data obtained was considered clue to the use of 
.hypnosis~ Using this criteria, the data reveals tlwt in 85'7., of 
the cases, some additional information concerning the tase·was 
obtained through the us~ of the procedure •. 

--~ 

, .• 



• 
TYPE OF ADDlTIONAL DATA PHOVlDED JW IIYPNOS IS fNTI~RV n:\vS 

Sub jccL' s i dcnL i.Ly 
SubjccL's descrjpLion 
Subject's vehicle 
SubjecL's actions 
Incidents in general 
No new information 

I 'i /., 
') 7"/.. 
46% 
JR/~ 
45'/., 
15% 

Tot<d. doe?s not add Lo 100'/,, since LnfonnnLion in lllore 
than one category was received during many of the intervieh'S. 

Although the occuracy o[ 18% of Lhe infonnaLion c0ulcl 
not he deLerminecl, the study found thaL 87.5% of Lhe j n[ormal:. ion 
capable of evaluation was at least somewhat accurate u1 its 
content. 

ACCURACY-OF INFORMATION RECEIVED 

Extremely accurate 
Very <Jccurate 
Some~1at accurate 
NoL very accuraLe 

24/o 
3()/., 
27/., 
trio 

These evalua Lions of data arc, of course, qui_ Lc .c:;ub
jccLive; however, it is helpful to noLe LhaL Lhc inform:-tLion 
rccdvcd Lhrough Lhe usc of hypnosis a1one rcsulLcd in Lhe iden
tification of 12 subjects, of which 5 were indicted, and 3 
convicted. 

One additional measure of the procedure is the esti
mated savings of investigative mo.ndElys resulting from the usc 
of hypnosis. (An invcsLigCltivc mand.'ly is lwn~ dcfinorl :1s ono 
d.-1y's invc'sLig:,l( Lon o[ n cnse by Cl Spc·ci;d t\f~t·llL.) The' sludy 
~~11/~~~t·:;Ls Lh.-ll Lhc ll'~l' of Ill(' p1·occdun• t"('';llll!'d i11 :t lol:tl 
s<tvings Qf <tpproxim;tLcly 21') itJVesLi,P,:tLiv<' ut:tnd<~y~;. 1~.-l:;(•d 
upon inronn;ttion sttpp1icd hy Lh(~ 1\ccotllllitt$: .:md 1\tJdgctinr, 
A 11 n I_ y s i s tl 11 i 1: , 1\ dIll i n i s L r .'l L i v c J) i v i_ :~ i n n , I II i c.: : 1111 nt Ill I ~ ; 1 o :ttl 
-C'st im.-tLcd snvi nr,s of :1pprox im:tLc•ly ~:;')(,, ~ 10 nnl ton~; i rlcri 111; 
Lhc addit:ion:tl s<wings enjoyed lH'cnuc;e o[ the av:_d labi.liLy of 
the investigntors fol· other assignments. 

- 7 -
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The use of health professionals as hypnotists did 
involve considerable expense. The fees of the psychiatrists 
(36 cases), psychologists (25 cases) and physicians (4 cases) 
covered the full range from no charge to $1.500 per session 
plus expenses. However, over 80% of the fees were under $115 
per session and the estimated total cost for the 109 hypnotic 
interviews amounted to under $42.000 not including expenses. 

CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the study, the use of hypnosis within the 
guidelines set out by the Attorney General and the procedures 
designed by the Behavioral Science Unit appears to be a valuable 
aid to the investigator. There were no reported problems 
surrounding the use of the procedure and 64 of the 65 case 
agents recommended that the program be continued. 

- 8 -
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n.arl ......,,,...., ___ ____. 

May 18, ltll 

PERSOIIAL 

b6 

b7C 

... 

Tbank 1• tor J'OU aua..Uca to eatUUU aal~U11li•CJ a.tppOrt 
agreemat bttwe• Oat Bueaa, tile u. s. Arm.J aad otlaer .Ult&q •rrtces · 
to obtalo aerrleM ol. •edlcal prof ... toaala for - Ia JqpMttc UMI"f'1ewa. 
After a tlloi'OQih enlaatl<a of J'OU' propoat, lt l• Mt befal .,rtlr'ed .tace 
tile cue Jaw tbat ......... t.be PoaM Comltatu Aet, TWe 11, Uaited. states 
Code (USC), SeeUaallll, proldblta the - of • ...., mUitarJ peraoaael to 
aid ln elyWaa law ftfonemeat. 

TJae lat.en.t ... laitiatJ.Ye JGIII ......... .., ... lttlaa JCMl' kill. ant 
eertaiatt appneiM... Aay otbera JO. .., baYe will cedaialJ be welcOII'lecl. 

Siaoe.r.•lJ" yoara, ~ ·:~ . . -- /"'"""""~ ,.-- ,.;:? 0 /t 
~~~0_:~&0 A 

.·<, ....... 9l~Jr.J$., I.tew:ell . :{/: .. ~';1~ 
.,;.:;~~~"~·~·": .. ~::.!:&ia'ltliat ~- · · · · · · · · · -- , 

Admlat.strattn SeJYlcea .Dlrialca 

2- Savanaah 
1 - Field ~rac:aul flle 
1 ... SaggeSttoa file 

r";;;.,., 

(l.J- 1'~~-i~.iJ>iX~.§lon For Your Information 
1 - Personnel me o 
LRG:tab L.......r......---~___,.,....---........... ____,.~ 

b6 

b7C 
Continued - OVer 
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~~~~~--~--~~ b6 
Federal Bureau of Investiga1b 7 c 
Savannah, Georgia 

NOTE: Suggests to establish interagency support agreement between the 
Bureau and ·the U. S. Army and other military services to obtain 

services of medical professionals for use in hypnotic interviews. Intelli
gence Division defers decision to TraiJling Division. Training Division 
concurs with suggestion that the FBI attempt to establish interagency sup
port agreements in an effort to reduce the cost which the FBI incurs each 
hypnotic session. CID advised suggestion appears to have merit, however, 
due to the fact that to implement the suggestion military personnel would 
be utilized in criminal-type investigations, the proposal should be forwarded 
·to LCD for review and opinion. LCD recommends against adoption since 
research of the case law that addresses the Posse Comitatus Act, Title 
18, United States Code (XTSC), Section 1385 has led LCD to the conclusion 
that military medical personnel should not be used in Bureaq. initiated 
hypnotic interviews. Decisions involving the Act have statezl in dicta that 
at the present time they would not invoke the exclusionary rule for 
violations of Title 18, USC, Section 1385, however future cases involving 
military personnel in civilian law enforcement investigations would be 
subject to close scrutiny. LCD believes that any potential cost saving::; 
aspects of this suggestion are outweigh\ed by the· possible loss of testimony 
its implementation may cause. Views attached. 
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Employee Suggestion 
F"D-2'>2 (R.-v."9-ll-59) 

"To: 

Duector, F fb 6 

SUGGESTION 

a 
BEST AVAILABLE 

Dot.-

Division of Aaaic;nment 

b7C 
~- _L; i:Jter.:.,_:enc:· .Sul ~~crt. ::;. · rc!'rr.c-:::, hetween the -:?: ~-
,n ·; :...:u~ Ct]:~r r .. .:. :i. i \:, __ y _ ~rv:_ ce:: tc obtain serv~ Ce:: C :~ 

::.::~c:::io:::.:ls :o ... use in :.j'.f-'~·.c-~ic int~rvie·.-:s. 
&nc the 
r.:ej:. · .:;,l 

Cu:-re~! practl:=e or rule ~lnclude rr:.:mucl Cltctior. as well as facts) 

:~cCj_c~~:. }-r.-: .... 2. :.:.:::..:<-• .;..:..~ fc;2 .... 1-J:,'",~.-·l~.c,tic 

~cc~c-~ c-r c.:f':f' ·:::.:~-~~ .:._~:..:.ri...:""y~ t·cr.sc~~-

. . 
~n~·.:rvle"s 

e:. 
Advantages of suc;gesllon and annual savings (include basis for estimate) 

...... ::---e . . ·- .. 

Cc2 ... 1,i 1.-.;::;r ~~---_:··cr.. ~r.dE.-r .:.:·J.i}-:Ort .s.-:.reer.~cr~:. ~.-:c,L::.d be :.n ~cco~:-~::;~~ce .. :..:.r: 

. -· ~ ... ~-

.:.~i 4-C-33C 1 f<-r 1C-:i, s"'~-2n:"i:ird out.r·-:.'t.icnt r~t~. ~1-.is r.::"'~c: is ct:.r·~e::::J.-· 
-;;::.:;. If lCC :::..ntQ:I·vi~'d.=: cou: d be con::5uctc2. & y~c..r l.:O.L::ler :; SUL- ort 
azreer.en:- in3-r.,e::;j of in tue }:ri·..r.::.te c.t co t of !.l;.CC c.vere;.:_e .t>c.:r _cs.:::.o:, 
&nnu2~ s~vi:J-s co~Jd ~e :37,5CC. 

:n a~di:~c~ ~o ~c~c~~ry _v~n~s, ~~c:.~1cna- ~~vin;s -~ ~i~e ~c~_d . ~~~:t 
~inc::. r:.::.li·-~r:,: l>~r.:.onnel :.;r,: r.cre :r,:;~_::.::.:L:,- ,,-J::.iJ.~..:.ble c.n~ oft r. :r. ve 
vi:Jco ~~l-i::c; .:n~c.:.l:..ies e:v'-:i:.2tle. ;._~~ y ni:i-~ :ry r.e~ic~J .:-ro.:~;:-.:.:.::::.c~_,_l: 
a~:-;o fl-.Ve 8C:Ct.:.r~~}r Clt2C:r~I:.CE:S ·..-.r!-~icl·: ·,;O~lC Ciid :O.n SCCUY'i"t:.T t: .... ~ e ~rl:.·-~:'·Jir.:· ... -

Disadvantages of suggestion 

cy i.:'"' sc.s.:.ion lss~::..rj;::r ~cur l1c:..:r.:; 
or 351.12 ov2r the r;irr~ursern~nt 

(The use by the United States of my suc;qestion shall not form th 
assiqns upon the United States. I understand that I will be consiae:refL...I.Cl.L..~II..I.I.l.li.I:.I..LL£::L.l1..1111.1lL.t.a...Q.I;I.Llo:...U.....uo;~ 
wllhm two years after submission.) 

. u l.c .............. ~~· ., ... _ • 

. lUJu._...£~- . 
·sic;noture and Titll 

(Do not write in this apace- for Bureau use only) 
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., . Suggest. #22-81 . . e 
ADDE~DUM: INTELLIGENCE DIVISIO~ 11/24/80 MAH:ckr 

Intelligence Division defers concurrence in the 
suggestion that the Bureau establish interagency 
support agreement with u.s. military. This yuqgestion 
was discussed with Supervisory Special AgentiL-----------~ 
I I Instructor, Behavioral Science Unit, Quantico, 
who is knowledgeable in the FBI's hypnosis program. b6 

_li. 

If the savin~s in money and time as stated by b7C 
Special Agentlare correct, this suggestion appears 
to have merit, but th1s suggestion should be referred to 
Supervisor Ault for a recommendation based upon his expertis~· 

. _- ... , _! ' '···-·--- ., , ...... _ ... . 

D"<'Ctcr ---·- ·· 
Lx&t • ;_ . . : :.:· ' · 
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He:'' SUGGESTION OF SAl 
SAVANNAH DIVISION~-------____. 

Suggestion #22-81 \i . 
ADDENDUM: TRAINING DIVISION, 11/26/80, HLA :khm 

Attached is one copy of a report captioned, "Evaluation of the Forensic 
Hypnosis Program". As the report indicates, use of forensic hypnosis is 
currently cost effective. As also indicated in the report, the fees of the pro
fessionals who do the hypnosis range from no charge to $1, 500 per session 
plus expenses, with over 80o/c of the fees under $115 per session. The report 
estimates that the total cost ·tor 109 hypnotic interviews amounted to under 
$42. 000. With this background information in mind, the Training Division 
concurs with the suggestion of SA I I that the FBI attempt to establish 
interag :-:-ncy support agreements in an effort to reduce the cost which the FBI 
incurs 2ach hypnotic session. 

There are currently individuals on active duty in the military who have 
assisted the FBI in hypnosis and research has shown that posse comitatus 
presents no problem in this regard as long as these military mental health 
professionals are present only to hypnotize and not to participate in the 
interview. 

11ent ______ _ 

; -'Eli 

£-.,,.c ,t.D-I.::'.S __ Laooratory __ 

····-•.'" -- ....... , ... ,·- · ~•~-·-····-· ... "·····:·· --"~·.-:-~,•·.~·;·. ·""-~~- -'rc·--:-•······· •, ., .... , ··- • •' • 
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FD-252 from Savannah to Director, FBI 
RE: EMPLOYEE SUGGESTION 
Suggestion #22-81 
ADDENDUM CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION VDK :bam _ 11/28/80 

The suggestion would appear to have merit from a 
cost-savings standpoint. However, due to the fact that to 
implement the suggestion military personnel would be utilized 
in criminal-type investigations, the proposal should be 
forwarded to Legal Counsel Division for review and opinion . 

. ~-
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SUGGESTION OF SA~~--------------~ 
SAVANNAH DIVISION 
SUGGESTION #2.2-81 

lAG' 
ADDENDUM: LEGAL COUNSEL DIVISION, NEM:lad 12/23/80 

,• 

L:q:l CouGsel Divsion (LCD) has reviewed SA I jsuggestion that a support agreement 
be establ1s e ,between the Bureau and the u.s Army and 
other military services to obtain the services of military 
medical professionals to assist in hypnotic interviews. 

Research of the case law that addresses the Posse 
Comitatus Act, Title 18, United States Code (USC), 
Section 1385 has led LCD to the conclusion that military 
medical personnel should not be used in Bureau initiated · 
hypnotic interviews. Decisions involving the Act 
have stated in dicta that at the present time they would 
not invoke the exclusionary rule for violations of Title 18, 
USC, Section 1385, however future cases involving military 
personnel in civilian law enforcement investigations would 
be subject to close scrutiny. 

In United States v. Walden, 490 F.2d 372 (4th 
Cir. 1974) cert. den1ed 416 u.s. 983, 40 L.Ed.2d 760, 94 
S. Ct. 2385 where several Marines were acting in an undercover 
capacity at the request of the Treasury Department, the 
court admitted the evidence obtained by the Marines but 
offered the following caveat: 

"We do not think that the letter of the Act 
was violated. We conclude, however, that 
there was a violation of the regulations; 
but, because this case presents the first 
instance of which we are aware in which 
illegal use of military personnel in this 
manner has been drawn into question, we 
decline to impose the extraordinary remedy 
of an exclusionary rule at this time, or 
to reverse the judgments. We reserve, 
however, the possibility that such a rule 
may be called for should repeated cases 
involving military ~nforc~ment of civilian 
laws demonstrate the need for the special 
sanction of a judicial deterrent." (Emphasis 
added) 

-4-
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ADbENDUM TO SUGGESTION #22-81 

The regulations referred to by the court are 
Navy regulations which apply the Posse Comitatus Act to 
the Navy and Marine Corps. 

In accordance with Walden, the Fifth Circuit in 
United States v. Wolfs, 594 F.2d 77, 85 (1979) stated in 
part that: 

"We pretermit d-iscussion of whether there was 
a violation of the statute or regulation. 
We need not decide that complex and difficult 
issue because, assuming without deciding that 
there was a violation, application of an 
exclusionary rule is not warranted. If this 
Court should be confronted in the future with 
widespread and repeated violations of the Posse 
Comitatus Act an exclusionary rule can be · 
fashioned at that time." (Emphasis added) 

While both decisions involve the use of military 
personnel against the suspect and do not address the 
question of using military personnel to interview or 
hypnotize witnesses LCD has concluded that if a court 
perceives a violation of the Act, they may invoke the 
exclusionary rule thus barring what may later turn out to 
be crucial testimony. Therefore, LCD believes that any 
potential cost saving aspects of this suggestion are outweighed 
by the possible loss of testimony its implementation may cause. 

- , .•.. - .. , ····7"""-

APPROVED: />.<:!r-1. S9f~. -
C~i~ !r:~· ·----

D:rector _____ _ 

E.-ec PJ-t-.d.rn ____ !~l ''''· -------· -

E:~'2C .1\!J-Ir.•/. ----

-5-
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FOl\ENSIC IIYPNOSlS PIWGHM1 

Institutional Resc<.~rch Ancl Development 
llnit 

fBI Academy 
Quantico, Virginia 

October 1980 
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EXECUTIVE SU~~ARY 

·Based upon the findings of this study the use of 
· hypnosis can be of definite value in an investigation. Judi-

e ious uti 1 i zat ion of the procedure in cases \vhere additional 
detail is desired concerning descriptions of perpetrat6rs, . 
vehicles and/or incidents appear to be most fruitful. Moreo ve r, 
v.'hile such information must be corroborated if at all possible, 
the majority of the results appear to be at least somewhat 
accurate. In the 65 cases selected for analysis th e use of 
hypnosis resulted in the identification of a total of 12 per
petrators 3 of which w~re convicted. 

Based upon current cost figures the use of hypnosis 
also appears tp be q~ite cost-effective. Under the control of 
the Behavioral Science Unit Training Division which handles 
the training, primary approval and technical guidence for the 
program, the additional information received resulted in a 
savings of approximately $56,330. Operational expenditures 
for this same information amounted to under $41 000 therefore 
a net savings of approximately $15,330 was realized. 

- - -- . · ·: · · ~·· ·--·: ·--··"" :_·· . ., -...... ... .. 
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DATE : 

REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 

SUBJECT: 

TO : 

--· 

7/2/79 

(jAC, SAN DIEGO (66-1804) 

HYPNOSIS AS AN INVESTIGATIVE AID 

ASSISTANT D)RECTOR, 
TRAINING DIVISION -
FBI ACADEMY · 
(ATTENTION: OFFICE OF INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH) 

Re your letter, dated 5/31/79. 

Enclosed are two (2) completed questionaires 
relative to hypnotic interviews conducted in the San 
Diego Division. 

2 JUL 13 1979 

@- Quantico (Encls-2) (f-..e_ . ~aJ&t-. jJ£Ff/~ 711017 ~) 
1 - San Diego (66-1804) 

WJF:jj 
(3) 

~ 66JUL231 Z, . _· 

1
'-_:-- -r; ) .·. -

Buy U.S. S:~~ngs BondsRe~ularly-on the Payroll Savings Plan OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
(REV. 7-76) 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 
5010-112 

~.- ..,_-- ... ,. ~ .. . .I 
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TO 

FROM 

Assistant Director 

( . 
\. 

Criminal Investigative Division 

Legal Counse~ 

( 
' 

UNITED STATE&PARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BU-U OF INVESTIGATION 

" 
DATE: 10/27/80 

twec AD lnv, __ ' 

E•uc AD Adm. _ 

E•• c AO l.ES -- --·· 

A~ tn ... ' )c'. ' !a. .. -· . 

Ctim . lnv . ----· 

ldcnt. - ·- --·

lntcll. - - - - · 
l obo.;otory - ··-

Lr; ol Coun . _ .. 
Pion . & Insp . __ 
Ret. Mgnt . ...... . 

T C" Ch. Srrv,. __ _ 
'Training-·--

Public Alfs. Off .. 
T•lephon• Rm. ·-
Director's Stc ' y _ 

SUBJECT: UNSUB; 

I b6 

EMANUEL THOMAS - (DECE.AE'ED) b 7C 

POSSIBLE CIVIL RIGHTS 
00: BUFFALO 

;TIMS· . .. -·- ·' 

PURPOSE:1 To provide the results of legal research concerning the use of 
o_§ypnosi.§. as an investigative aid requested by Deputy Assistant Director 

Charles P. Monroe and by teletype from SAC, Buffalo to the Director captioned 
as above, dated 10/23/80. 

RECOMMENDATION: None. For information. 
A??RC\.'~:D: 

E>'.EC. /',:J · L~S Labcratcry __ 

SYNOPSIS AND DETAILS: On 10/20/80, Deputy Assistant Director Monroe, 
Criminal Investigative Division, orally requested Legal Counsel Division 
provide a legal analysis of the use of hypnosis as an investigative aid, along 
with a description of the Bureau's current procedures for using hypnosis in 
a form suitable for dissemination to local authorities in connection with the 
above-captioned case. This request was subsequently requested in written 
form in Buffalo's teletype dated 10/23/80. t/J::...?i!I. 'f._~-
Enclosure 1-/ ' .. 

1 -Mr. Revell 
1 - Mr. Monroe 
1 - Legal Research Unit 
1 - Mr. McNally 
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HYPNOSIS AS AN INVESTIG AID 

~ Hypnosis of victims or witnesses is a legiti~ate in-
vestigative tool that may be utilized to obtain further evidence 
in a·given case. Of course, the witness may be subject to vigorous 

1 cross examination in an attempt to impeach his testimony. 

Two U.S. Court of Appeals civil cases, Kline v. Ford 
Motor Co., Inc., 523 F.2d. 106J (9th Cir., 1975), and Wyller 
v. Fairchild Hiller Co~~, 503 F.2d. 506 (9th Cir., 1974) set 
the precedent for allowing testimony that was refreshed as a 
result of hypnosis. In Kline at pp. 1069-1070 the court stated: 

"That her present memory depends upon refreshment claimed 
to have been induced under hypnosis goes to the credi
bility of her testimony not to her competence as a 
witness. Although the device by which recollection 
was refreshed is unusual, in legal effect her situation 
is not different from that of a witness who claims 
that his recollection of an event that he could not 
earlier remember was revived when he thereafter read 
a particular document." 

The Court in Wyller at p. 509 said that the "credibility 
and weight to be given such testimony were for the jury to determine." 

In United States v. Adams, 581 F.2d~ 193 (9th Cir., 
1978) for the first time the Ninth Circuit applied the reasoning 
of Kline and Wvller to a criminal case. They reiterated that 
"the fact of hypnosis affects credibility but not admissability." 
However, the court at pp. 198-199 added the following cautionary 
note: 

"We are concerned, however, that investigatory use 
of hypnosis on persons who may later be called upon 
to testify in court carries a dangerous potential for 
abuse. Great care must be exercised to insure that 
statements after hypnosis are the product of the sub
ject's own recollections, rather than of recall tainted 
by suggestion received while under hypnosis." 

To counter any problem that might arise during the hypnosis examina
tion the court proposed in Note 12 at p. 199 that: 

" at a minimum, complete stenographic recorJs of 
interviews of hypnotized persons who later testify 
should be maintained. Only if the judge, jury, and 
the opponent know who was present, questions that were 
asked, and the witness's responses can the matter be 
dealt with effectively. An audio or video recording 
of the interview would be helpful." 

Cf71-



N.Y.S.2d. 
precedent 

A New .k county. court case, Peo.eA v. 
643, 6 c ( 1979) following Kline, w::;'\"'ler 
stated: 

Huahe~, 417 
an Aaams as 

"Turning to the issues before it, this courb concurs 
with those courts which have held that testimony, which 
is hypnotically induced recollection, is notR inadmissible 
as a matter of law. Given a proper foundation of general 
acceptance in the scientific community and adequate 
procedural safeguards to insure reliability, this Court 
believes that eviden.ce elicited through hypnosis can 
be valuable to the determination of the guilt or innocence 
of those who have been accused of crimes." 

Additional discussion of the use of hypnosis may be 
found in Harding v. State, 5 Md. App. 230, 246 A.2d. 302 cert 
denied 395 US 949 (1968); u.s. v. Awkard, 597 F.2d. 667 (9th 
Cir., 1979); U.S. v. Narciso;-446 F.Supp. 252 {E.D. Mich., 1977); 
and Diamond, 11 Inherent Problems in the Uses of Pretrial Hypnosis 
on a Prospective Witness", 68 Calif. L. Rev., 313 {1980). 

The FBI utilizes hypnosis as an investigative aid. 
Only consenting victims or witnesses are subjected to hypnosis 
and their written permission is obtained prior to ~xamination. 
The technique is used only in selective major cases and no suspect 
or potential suspect is ever subjected to hypnosis. The use 
of the technique is discussed with the local United States Attorney 
and if he agrees that hypnosis should be used, written authorization 
must be obtained from an Assistant Attorney Geri'eral. Following 
the advice in Adams all Bureau hypnosis examinations are either 
audio or video taped in order to demonstrate that the witness 
was not prompted and that leading questions were avoided. Finally, 
as in all the cases cited the fact that a hypnosis examination 
was administered is disclosed to the court and defense. 
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subject: TH ' SE OF MILITARY IN 1 

I H~~~RObRXM==:_.. }i~iftv?o_i~ 
Attached for the Legal Counsel Division are the following: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

One coplc of ~ memorandum and letter to SAl I 
I dated 1/27/81 (with 

1
addendum from Legal Counsel 

Division). -
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One copy of letter from Mary C. Lawton, Deputy Assistant .. . .. 
Attorney General, Office of Legal Counsel, to Ms. i:>ea~~ 
Siemer, General Counsel, Department of Defens~, dated( L / 
3/24/78. \,~ ~--// 

~-~""'j(c;, .. _ .•. 

One routing slip to Howard D. Teten, FBI Academy, from - -
Arthur Norton, General Litigation Section, Criminal Division. 

PURPOSE: The puppose is to resolve posse comitatus issue with regard to 
use of military doctors in FBI's hypnosis program. 

RECOMMENDATION: That FBI obtain formal opinion from USDJ Office of 
Legal Counsel pertaining to the use of military doctors, working on their 
own time, to induce hypnosis. in witness. es or v. ic~~ms Jf crimes wllo are not 

actually involved in a.::R:~~stionin::m .. :9llkl~~ -619'71'-/--p.. ~ 
Grim. lnv. P!:m. & !nso.____ t\.. 

Director R-0c. ~:1~~nt. ~"' 
Ex.~c. AD--/.1-dm-. -- !dent. __ Tech. Servs.~--- ~ 
Exec. AD-inv. lnteil. --- Training _ _Q_ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Mintz from Mr. McKenzie 
Re: THE USE OF MILITARY IN 

FBI HYPNOSIS PROGRAM 

• 
DETAILS: For information of the Legal Counsel Division, the Bureau has 
been using militar doctors for a roximatel four ears in its h nosis 

as een use y e an n onio 
Office of the FBI in excess of 50 cases, including a number of times in the 
major case captioned "WOODMUR". When he has tised hypnosis in conjunction 
.with FBI cases,l !has been on leave sta · 
the h notic induction to the witnesses or v1c ims. 
~--~~~~----~~--~------~--~----------~----~~--as no een 
involved in the actual questioning of witnesses or victims. In early 1974, when 
the Bureau initially used I I the question of posse comitatus violation 
arose. I I obtained a verbal opinion from a Major James Rogers, 
Judge Advocate General's Office, Randolph Air Force Base, Texas, that his 
participation as described above would not constitute violation of posse comitatus. 
Behavioral s'CieiiCe Unif'obtafnect a like verbal opinion from the General Litigation 
Section of the Criminal Division of the U. S. Department of Justice. 

As set forth on the Legal Counsel Division addendum which is attached to 
the enclosed letter to SAl I the Bureau's policy has been 
called into serious question. In an effort to substantiate the verbal opinions 
obtained byl land the Behavioral Science Unit, Legal Counsel Division's 
attention is drawn to page three (item number four) of the enclosedl I 

I I as well as the routing slip of Arthur Norton. 

. Inasmuch as a great majority of evidence obtained in the WOODMUR case 
is elicited from hypnosis sessions conducted byl ~nd inasmuch as the 
potential still exists for the Bureau to utilize military doctors at considerable 
savings, it may be well to obtain a formal opinion in this particular matter 
from Office of Legal Counsel, U. S. Department of Justice . 

. -2-
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 

b7C 

b6 

January 27, 1G81 

PERSONAL 

b6 Savannah, Georgia 

b7C neazi...__ __ ___.l 

YOW' suggestion to establish lDterageney support agreement 
between tbe Bureau. and other military senlcea to obtain tbe service of 
medleal profesaloaala for use la hJPDOtie IDterriewa bu been received. 
Yoar augestlou was ca.refully reriewed 1a several dl-vJslODS at Bead-

---~ quarters. 1be Lepl Couuel Division adrised tbat after research of the 
· --ease-law taat-aulclresses-u.e-Poaae ·comUatus-Act,-Tltle-18,-UDlted_S_tates___ _. _ 

\ 

\ 

Code, seetlOD.1S85, 1lt was determlDed that mUltary med1cal peraoanel · 
should DOt be ued in Bureau toltiated hypnotle llltervlews. Decisions 
lllvob1.ag tbe Aet bave stated that at tbe present time tbey would not 
lllvote the uelualoaary rule for riolattoas of 'fWe 18, USC, Section 
1385. However, future cases lnvolYiag military persooael in ctvWan 
law eaforcement lDvestlgatlons would be subject to close sc:natlny. 
Legal Couaael Dlriatonls of the oplDloa that-any potential cost aarlags 
aspects of your 1dea are outwelgbet1 bJ the possible loss of testimony its 
1mplementatiol1 may cause. Therefore, ao a.ctlon ts being taken on your 
proposal. 

Tbe lDterest )'OU expressed by submitting your Idea ls most cer-
ta.I.Bly appreciated. -. 

2- Savannah 
1 - Field persoonel fUe 
1 - SUggestion flle 

Sincerely yours, 

Oliver B. Revell 
Assistant Director 
Admln1strat1ve Semcea Divtslon 

b7C 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation b 7 c 
Sctvannah, Georgia 

NOTE: Suggests to establish interagency support agreement between the 
Bureau and the U. S. Army and other military services to obtain 

services of medical professionals for use in hypnotic interviews. Intelligence 
Division advised that if the savings in time and money as stated by SA I I b 6 
are correct, suggestion appears to have merit. Training Division advised b 7 c 
that there are currently individuals on active duty in the military who have 
assisted the FBI in hypnosis and research has shown that posse comitatus 
presents no problem in this regard as long as these military mental health 
professionals are presentlohly to hypnotize and not to· participate in the 
interview. CID advised suggestion has merit from a cost-savings standpoint, 
however due to the fact that to implement the suggestion military personnel 
would be utilized in criminal-type investigations, the proposal should be 
forwarded to Legal Counsel Division for review a~d opinion. Reasons for 
nona.doption of suggestion are set forth in detailed addendum of Legal Counsel 
Division. Views attached. 

------~ --~---------~·--__ ,___ -
-- ---~ -~-c·--·---~-----------------
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MAR 2 4 1978 

b6 

b7C 

This is in respaosa to your re.~st that th~ Office 
of Legal. Co~el ccnsic.:r the restrictio!l.S t--hich the 
~oss~ ec--J~o~O ~c~ ,~ u ~ r ~ ,~:~ p,~~os en t~~ ~tse • a ~~.......__.._~ n. ~,. -'-" •.:J•v• ~ ~""""'""") ,!.....;;..'-""""' J .,._'""""" 

of ;:::dli~:y uersonn.el to ~sist the B=?a-~-:ent of Justice 
i~ tha ~~estigation snd proaecutio~ cf £~cuds co~-itted 
- ......_ .. "' .. ,.. ,___ ~~ D oy conu:-~to::;:;; l.ll t.n.a course or p=c=u=~nt u:~ t..i">~ ·~p~rt~ 
w=nt of I:;.afen.ss. · 

tie ~rst:.:md tnat the cr-r~;nal Division of the 
D2par~t: of Justic~ bas sugg~sted t:b..at the existing 
'Hz-dJrandu:r:t of Und.e=st.=:ld.ing b~t:::reen tb.e t-=:o Depar~nts 
b "" ,...O">M ....... ,.; to pe,...,...~- A~- F.:-ce c!:L:.:_.,. ...... ~ ~ ..... ~cial -:--.,o-"-i OS): ~ __ .,_..,;.._... _....._ __ '- • .L...:.. ..L~ .:.~.J---- ~- -.....::'"""' .l..~ .. ~-::J'--..-

gat:ion3 ~ Army Criminal Investigat:i~n Di-vision ~..ilite::y C. I D 
p~rsomlel to assist L~ the h:!!ndling of s~h case3 after 
the~ ~-ve been . rafe_~ed to this Deoa.~nt for p~osecu-" . ~ 
tion. 'Ih~.se perso~l ha·.,.-e expertise ~, procure:nent 
inv~sti2ations net otherwise avai 1 able to the Denartn:ent 
of Just~-e, e..'"ld they Ca:l ba expected to be faa:tllir with 
Da--ti~~la~ c22es f~~~ tha nre-re£=~ i~;estigation. 
Th: Ctir:rl.~l Division. L"1trod.s to u~e these talents in 
qt!2stic::J.ing 'trltne..sse.s, organizing ~....-ir.ance, and providing 
e~rt aclvic~. It: co.es not intend to t:se CSI ~:::- CIJ? per
scnr-...el to ~e a....:ests, se:rve ;.;arr~ts, or perzonn -· 
searches. The i=::!oediate is sua is the ext~:lt: to ~;hich 
the Posse Cc~tatus Act restricts the use of cilitary 
personnel in ?rDCU~nt fraud i~vestigations. 

-- .. : ,, . 
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! Tho: ·Possa Cc:litatus .Act, 13 U.S.C. 5 1385, pro·v-ides: 

... ~ t . _, . . 
\,:l.Oev~r, eY..cep ~""l cases anu '..::l<:.z:::- cl.rcu:J-
stances e:~r~ssly authorized by t~e Constitu
tion or Act of Co~gress, w~l1~ully usas any 

t: .t:: .. .. A t• t. ; ... .,... par o~ ~ne -~Y or ne ~ ~c~ce as a nosse . . __ _, ~ 

cc~tatus or otne~~~se to ~zec~e the la~s 
shall be finod not: more tE"an $lO,CCO or l.::l
prison..:d c.:>t. ::!Or~ than t:\·;o y-=-.a-s or both. 

Wa are a.o;;a.re of no e!.-press sta~·'-o.=y a•,;..hority for 
""/"":"':':'" r ,. . .,... 1 t · · · · · 1 .n..:..~J o .=J.r I orce persoll!le- o coo;:>e=aza :t.n w"'le .cr:uJ.J.n.a_ 
invastigaticn of proc~ement frauds c~tted by civil
ia!!.S·. T.u.a ge..naral issue is thus T .. i:letl::..er the prCi:)osed . 
CvO?erati.on. ~uld o:lnst:it.:ute z:e::I:ecu.t:icn of the la~·75 •" l/ 

A£ter e::z.:.sni.,ing the legisl.ativa b-7 stocy of the Posse 
Co::rl.t:.:!tus Act a!ld the lbited r:t=ilier o£ juclic.ial cyplica-
tic;::.s o£ it, "t·:e ha."""Ve concluded as foll=ws: · · 

1 ,....,. .. ...b. .. ,_ ·-· • ine net pro~~· ~ts tne use o~ ~L~t2r] person-., ,_ ~ . . . .. . 
n~~ to perior3 2utr~r~tat2.7e acts, S'~~~ as oa~ng arrests, 
searches, sziz~a3 > or custodial i.D.t.:~.;..vgatic::l2) on . . li .c - • • • • ~'!. • • , • • 

· C:l.V:l. a:1 o.:....tznce:::s ""-~t~l..!l ,_ne ern.~ co;::::::;un~ty. 

Z. Alt..bo1:gh the q-J.astion. has ::::>'= been co::lclu
· si~-rely dete!"'"".:'!"''ed, t-'he \;eight of aur'h.ority is· that: tha 
Act prohibits the 'l!Se of cilita.....-y pa=s.on..:l.21 as L""l.for::..ants s 
~~de~covar age~ts, or non-custodial ~~terrogators in a 
civilia::t cr;ni~a1 i..n'-.restigation tba-c 6as not :L~volve 
potential military def~~r.~nts qr is r~t intendad to lead 
to any of£icial action by _the ar:D~d .:...orces. 

1/ Wa note that the Posse Co:ni.tatus Act eoes not apply 
to tha Navy a:1d Har.....n~ Corps. Eo·..ieve.r, ~avy regulations 
i~corporate the .Act's probibitio!lS. See Sec. 11av. Inst. 
5320.7 (Hzy 15, 1974). Horeov:r, ~e prcpos2d revision. 
of Title 18, United States Cod~ ~~uld e~t~nd tha Act to 
the Nav-.r C!ld }iarine Corps. See S. 1437 > 95th Cow.g • ., ls t. 
Sess., § 301 (1977). For p~zctl:cal pU-"'??S2S, thi.s opin
ion is thus e~..:ally applicable to tba use of i1avy and 
P'a.,..i.ne Corns nersonnel. See zlso U:lited States v. 1>ialdan, 
490 F.2d 372 (4th Cir. 1974). . 
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ft 
2~ed mEn c~·>lc~~d io= the occasicn ~7 the lc=21 -~shal . ~ , 
to overco-:J.e or cvere~·Je resistance in ~h: e:~ecutio!l of 
his duti.~s ~ · 2_/ It: is le3s clear ~-h..;t tb~y seant: by "other
;,;ise to e::::!.£crc:: the lo:·:1s. 11 Prop-on.e!lts of tile Act in both 
Pauses alluded to tha use of trOO?S to collect ta:-:es, 

. t . ..l d . t . . ~ . .c, , t . 
':'"'1-:lJ.D aJ...!l or~a.r -u..r!..ng s r~es, rm:l ~ .... •,;nee e_ec ~ens 
by in.t:b..itiation of \;-oters. Eo~eve=, the o-.:1ly approach 
to a g.:ne:ral definition of e::-:ecutio:=. of the laws was made 
by Senat?r Rill of C~orgia. 

·• 
Senator E.:!.ll cont:e!l.d.2d that: the .:0-use to be avoided 

-was the use of pe=sons subject to cili~.a....-y lz--.; e..n.d dis
ciplio::.a to e.zec..!te the l<J.-ws. uEzecuti::.g tha l~.¥s ~ 11 he 

· e~:plai.ned, -v;as the actual or poten+--i ::i applicat:io:1 of 
force by a civil office~ ~1d2r a c~u=~ order~ process,or 
other la-;.,--ful cc.,..,.,..,end of the govel·· ··ent. H? stated that 
the only P=C?er role for the A.::....lJ ~_s t.o S"...Z?press cou.nt~r
force ~.;hich ~·as too great for the ci7i.l po1-iar to ove=co!:l.e, 
end he co::J.clu.d.eQ.: 

I£ ~" . t-1.-- • t• t . ... ,. t-nere ~s ~v'-'-~l.l:g na ~=;nc..s .cur sys!.~ o:c 
gove~~a?t a~ a gove~mPnt ces1~EC !o;~prescrva
tio~ ~t ~s tc2t the o~litary po~er s~~~ nevar 
be called b to execute a civil r.,cy, to enforce·· 
a civil process. As I say, ~;y ~y p~t do~~ 
opposit.ic:1. to it:, ~ut the courts a.lon..e sd t'ne 
civil officers alone ought to ez2cut~ the pro
cess. 

* * 
I care n:>t by ~'hat agency it is brought about, 
the fact b"ill -ra:nai...'1. th~t 't~he!:leve::- you n~~d 
the ci.lita_ry a.._"""!:l h.abitu.ally, or • ~ • ..-...-b~ever 
you conclu~ thzt it is right t.o use tbe Aray 
to execu.t:e civil process, to disc~ar'3a t....~se · 
duties ~nr~ balong to civil of£~cz=s and to 

• • • , 't.-. • .. " the c1.tu:e.ns, tn~"l you Llave gJ..-:;-e:t up tn~ C;."lar-
scter of your C-ovel."r'· ..,ont:; it fs z:.o lon.g=r a 
gove.L. • ".:.-nt: £ormd.zd in the con..saut of ~1e pe-opl~; 

5/ See 7 Cons. Rec. 3581 (Congress~ ~;~~1), 3673-79 
"(Congr~ss::lan Souf-bard ) , 4240 (Sena~r ~iernan) · ( ~8 78 )_._ 
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In su::t~ he believed that the Act: s~uld przve:.1t the use 
of pers~~s ~~ject to ~lita-~ disci?l~e as the oo~er 
bsili:ind cC'!::"'k>-r-.4s lo.-n; cb ar~ directed to t..ha ord.; n:)ry citi
ze::l. 11 

'I'his gC""'e,..al analysis and the spccu2.c casas men
tic!led by odla= ~::::c"OOneni:s of the Act h..a-va a cc~n 
ele:Je:lt: ..-;j u~ pe.rson.n.el applyi":"!g force to the ci .. .ril
i~"'1 cu:::L:r\.mity b 't1l; nor::.al course of civi~ go'l7:rment. 
~- Cc ~ • • • .... d • .. • /.-t;;1e.::t '"'egress pro~n .. o:.~ t.ae use o= the. J:':J.....""-cy to execute 
the la-... "S, it: appears to hzr..~ had in ..,.,i,..,d actual or 
W.'l-.,..reaten..ed coercion by persons suhj ect. to ~ilitary dis-

. 1· 't..-· 1 - - . •• , 1 - ,..~. I C:l:o ::l.:!l.e on U<:O a . ..,. o::: Cl.v:I._ a,.., <>n""oree::J:::nt" o.r ... l.Cers. t 
¥7.cs not: orese!l.ted -o;rl.t!:l instances or aevice or technical· .. 
a.ssist~ce to tb...e civil a;.zth..orit-1 ~s v~ did :::ot consider 
this· practice. 3/ 

5/ ·7 Ccng. ·Rec. 4245-47 (~78). 

7/ Se~ also 7 Co~. Rec. 42L}3-44 (S~t.o= H2rri~-="l) 
1:1878). - Sena!:.or ~ds, sn. op~ne!l.t of the ~ea.sura, _ _, .. . t ., ., . ,. 
argu_~ that ~t was necessa.-y o p~ace 02-~tary ~orce at 
the disposal o£ civil officers. 7 Cc~. R=c. 4242 
(1378). -8/ In the light of the structure o£ the . .A.;_...Y.y a-cd the 
st~te of la~ en~orc~~~ in 1873, ~~o~e ~cS probably 
nothbg to be c.o:lSid.ered. 

9/ The only ca.s2-S between 1873 2.1ld lSSD involve th~, ar-
... byt' '1'... . . ..... ·~ ,. res~ . ~e ~ ~~~-y ~n occ~7~2a ~a~~~o~ OI persons 

sub3cquently tried for treason in t~: U~ited States. S~e 
D' "·nu.;no v T~n..; ... oa· s--tos 192 F ?.-1 ~~~ ( 0 :--'n c..;~. 105?). ~' .. 4..: - .l • ..:~ ...1..\...- '-0. - ' - ._._... _,_...., .,I- _......._ ..,1 - ' 

G l ~ -· . . ' ' ,. . 13? .... " . " ,. ? (...., c c . 10 "0 ) ~ ..!..a.!7S ·..;. L~:l2t:ea. """''-at:as,- _ ~ • .La ~"- !..1. • ~. -~ ; 

~~~dler v. U~~t:~ States, 171 F.2d 921 (ls~ Ci~. 1949). 
All three courts held t....tlat Congress had not intend.2d thC! 
statute to apply to forcisn territo=ies ~~der milit~-y 
goven:l!!lent, a.;,-:! that w~e arr~s ts 1.;er; t.h3re.£ore lat:."iul. 
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thre~ groups: ~-; ::-=;-=: :1 "" • u :lit!! d 
U!!ited Stata5; ll/ ~d th~ :-Jo~-::d!?d 

ti~.:l. ~as a s-~t ag:d.nst the l:::::::.i~d States und2r the 
Fed2ral To~t Cl~1~s Act by a byst~f.a= i~jc:ed in a heli
coDter c=a.sb.. The local Air Force ~'""=""'~cler bad orovided • & 

th2 aircra.£t a.n.d ere--..- to ossist civi 1 ~ -=;=t o££icials 3earch-
.;~6 for z:1 escaDed nrlsoner. The ,.;~ st......;.ct; ccu.it held th.at 
tn~ use a:: the h~liC:.opt~ a!ld cr~.; J;a.a asai.stance to local 
1 ~ ,.. -~ ~ -, • - • • • - ~ "'-_;r-.1 en.z:orc~ent o::.:i:2.C.L..3.J.S J..n p~-::or--., ..,3 t.:le:l.r tt'..!t:!..2S, t~.4-lt 

the Posse Ccoitan·g Act prohibited all s~ assist~~e, 
~d t:hat: t±:! perscns iir.;olved 'tiere t1:e=-=-:"":=e I!.ot act.i:lg 

.... - .. ..... .. +-- • ~ t , ....... ~ . ..... .. s. ... 
~z__n2.:l L.-l:le:!.r E:l~=~--.~ so as o i""c:t:= .....ne u:o:Lwea ca~..cs 
1.,: ~~1 e pn;-l:;,r t-h.::o. .-.:j"~~- T.'T~.,.. u i~~ "-.::A :::+-,::~!">S 'Jf"\Q "!;' 
--.~- - ___ .._. · ---· -·.:..Jl.~ .,. """· ~-~-- ..... ____ , ·C.\,1 .... 

Su'??• 457 7 453-65 (E.D. :t~.-:l. 1961). 

U~; t-n~ <::tat:ooo- v T.j-... 1 ro:n !-CO F 2ri ~'-' (L:.th c~ r 197£,.) . ___ ,_,_ ~ ;;._;) .. :::;.. ___ _..,. ,.., ........ - . - . - . 
\;as a p::-oa.:cl.!.i:io~ of a civil i ~n ?~ :::.~lc-yee £or s2llL"'lg 
f; ~ear--~ to . in==ligi.ble puzcb.asers. ~ the co;.J.Zse cf ~e 
in7"'='-st~ e-::--::-: ,._..., ~1-i st:<3d 1~ .-:J.,..ine.s ;:; ·=>-~ \:.3Po ""5 ~,:;.::. .... cove..-- ..... -c- _.....,.._,. -~-- - - . ---. - - ·~-.... -
:::>~c:nts ....,.,...'1.;,....:;- .,., i'"'ol-i,.,fb1:::. p~ch~:;.::>.,..c o~ -f-i.,..o-:.-:--os. T."'le 
~ , 1:'"'-'-~ c;o,.,.,;J. ..... .;;;. -- ----- .... ----.. -&..... • 
Cou=t of b':)Deals h~ld t!:lat th2 use of tbe !.r~,-ine:-:; violated 
e. Na"Jy rei...!iZ!t:ion '\-.'hich 2pplies the Pcs~e Cc""'it~tus Act · 
to the }7.c.vy z:2d -:Hari:l:: Corps. 13/ I d. c.t 324-25. The .. .. ... ~ . .. . .._ -. ._- -.. . ~ ~ .... 
cour~ s~a~ea ~ ~=~~ Ln3t s~..=ong poLkey co~~cera~~ons 
supported a ca.raful restriction of ~-1l.it:u...--y i...T..rolv~c.nt 
in civil..izl lz-:.; enforc~ent:. !d. at 375. It also cited 
sy:::::::>ath~t·ically tb.a a=g:,...,...en.t ottbe A~t' s ccn.gression..al .. . . c . . . .:..__. ~ ' .- A.. S?Cn.sors tn.at the an.s tJ..tut::LOn prc.::1~2.te~ t:.1z u~e cr. L..Oa 
Dilita=y to e:""\~orce the. la.~·;s 'Wit'h.:>u~ s~2.t:utcry o.pproval. 

10/ 200 

11/ 490 F.2d 372 (4th Cir 1974). 

17./ United St:ztes · v. Ca!;~er, 541 F .2d 1275 (8th C'tr. 
1975); U:::ri.t:ed StElt~s v. !·f::..-irt:hur, 419 F .SL7?· lSG (D. 
N.D. 1976); Ucit:zd States v. Red 'Fa::th:r, 392 F.St.."';??• 
915 (D. S.D. 1915); United States v. ~·.:e2.12s, 333 F.Supp. 
368 (D. S.D. 1974); U~it~d States v. J~=~llo, 330 F. 
Su~ .. p. 1375 (D. ~T2o. l9l4), :ap")e:J.l dL~ss2.:i, 510 F .2d 
803 (8th Cir. 1975). 

13/
. 

-r t.-: ~- ~ :.. ~.·: .... -.....· ·:..·..... s .J I~ r:!-"J..) ;~. lJ;,.J.: J .•;.!.T. Sf;::../ J :. ~'"i '}). _ 
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The ccct.:?at:ian of the ha=:1let o£ ~·iouneed K.11ae, South 
_ Da~ta_, by a~d p::-otestors gave ri..:;e to several prose
cutions in ":hich ~~= effect of th~ ?osse Co::l..itatus Act 
en AI.~y assistance to civilinn la~¥ o~~orc~ot officials 
1.::.a.s e_'7haus·t:iv.ely considarad. All feu:= cist...-ict ccu.rts 
fo"...!!ld esse-rtt:ia.lly these facts. Fed.aral lz-.; e.!l:forc~cnt 
at Hou.:::ui2d F-nea t-Ias 11nder the dirac!:ion. of ~~e FBl .. ____ The.---_ 0 
Dapa=mp"Ot of the A-r-::ry sent Colonel V~Eey warner, Chief 
of Ste--Ff of the 82d Airbo.rn.e Divisic~~.t~c>rt op. the ;.
n::ed for the usa of t!'oC":Js .. 15/ E.e a..:..7ised the F3I offi- ,; 

• 1 ' .. .. " .. • ___,.. • - 1__ • 
C:Le.LS :tn ca.a_~e to cnan.ge tnt:l..r pol., cy z:rc::1 snoot to. lr~ll 
to sZ....oot to =.-:ot.:n.d 7 to ~d.opt the i>.:.....;y 's r:.1~es of engage
L:lant for disorders, a!!d to n.egoti<:.te ~""ith ~'-le ocC'..:pia:;:s. 
The l:: · oy also provided logistical s-..:pp-ort, ir:.clud"'ng · 
ar=ored ~erso~el ca.-riers, with a s~ly officer to kceo 1 

en· i.nvantory. ?.tle mlita...-y vcb.icle.s ~ere ·-=>i --t:o.i ... ned by • 
the Nabraska Natic!!.al Gu.;u:-d but cr~.~ b J\:.stic~ Deo~t
i:le:!"t perso:mel. Fi~l!.y, the . N~breska Air: ns.tic::1al Guard 

i "'d • .c,.. ...,, - ..... prov ca r~cc~na~ssauce I-ignts. rt~- o= tbe aistric= 
co~s found that these cctivities co~ti~~=~d a use of 
":::?~ p..,--t-u o-F ~t..~ t-. .......... "'3 ... ~.M A~--.:-.-.. .... "'..:. 16/ ~., c;;;....-..- - ~- ,&.....__J a ..... - .~. .. •·v-'-'~• -

-n-...-t~ ,...-{.,.._an;-s ;.,... t-ho ,...,,...,...,, .... a~.; 1"1.,.., ... ,-~.,..,..,. t:i .0~ for vi o-
.. ~-- .............. ~ ~ -·-- ~---':-' --- • .... _l;; ---- - - -

lation of 18 u.s.c. § 231(a)(3), 't--:-n~ci-. p::onibits inte!:'-
fe:re.n.ca -with a k-.:1 enforcement office= i."l the lc: .. ~ul 

.L: ~ ~- _, • • . • • • • 1 . . • ... - . e:l.:..o:::-ceo..ent o:r: !:U.s cn.lties aurL.~ a cr.or:.._ c:::.::;oraer a.J:Iect:-
ing a feder-..,1 ft::lction. · All of the courts ir1volvea held 
that to estiblish rhat the FBI were 1~~~lly perfo~ing 

.....:: 
,,,1.,.,: ·~ ":.:: 

14/ See 7 Co=g. R2c. 3581 (Cong. Ki~~), 4243 (S~nator 
q- . ) (19-,~) /. .c. ;:_2.rr1!:la.n ...... u • . .. 

15/ Aut-ho=it:y fo= t:heir use ~:oulcl have been 10 U.S.C. 
§§_332-34. ~ 

16/ See United States v. Hc.Artbu=,. 419 F.S'.!??• 185, 192-
9 "J (D ~T D i.:Jf"))• ;r':""l.;r--~ $+-..,"'"-'"" •r -::>-~ 1:"~.-.+-h~- 3°2..,..., ..J • !,( • • _;;~ t ' v:.-.£..'-C..,. '-C.4.c=.:J \,: • •"Ci....L ~ -~\.... ._._....,, _, r • 
,.. 91' 9?~ (D c ·v '.t'~t ... )• ··~.;--,., '--;--r.,s 'L J .. r~...,illo • .>tm~. _;;)) -.L • o..}. • . --' ~ '-''·-1... ;:; .............. ~-L! ?-· ·- ~ , 

330 .. F.Supp. 1375_, 1577-78 (D. N~b. 1974) • 
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t~1~ir duties, tr."' p=osecution bad to p::-ove that the Az.wy 
c.::lcl. Ai= ?o:::-ce assist:a....-'lce did not vi::l.:'te !--,a ?ossa Cc':l
itatus Act ... 17/ 

The di·st:!:ict ~u.-1~~ -t:n Unit~.-1 ~t-::-~.-:.s ""T "Ta~~llo .. J .... e -- . - - - --- ,. .. ~ - -- , 
330 F.Supp. 1375~ l330 (D. Heb. l~t!.:.,)> cc::sid~red t.:."lat 
any influence by ~=Y pe::-sonn!i!l on civiliz.n la-,; e!"'..force
==nt offic~rs T.,.-":).uld violate the Act. Since he could not 
fi>ld bevond a re3.Son..able dcubt that Col. . :-ia...-n2r' s a0J'ice 
bad not' -T:-~rlu-:!l.Ced tb.a FBI, he £ot.l!ld £o= t~e d~fenc::l"'ts. 
This "i'"'-r'lua:::...ce', s~ .. nd..ard ,;as foll..u:-¥ed by tbe ju.dge in 
United States -v. He.ans, 383 F.S"t."??· 368, 374-75 (D. S.D. 
l~ f:.'r-), ;.:-no e.z:1tered. a dizec.ted verd-i ,..t fo:= the d.afend.ant3. 
N2ither decisiou exznin:s the legislative history o£ t!:!e 
.Act.. In.st:ead., J~a.=dllo cites Laird v. Tzt:u=l, 408 U.S. 1 
(1972), in sup7~r~ o~ a public pol~-y cgai~st any ~ili
ta-=y i.nV""Olv~eot iLl ci"::ilisn la-::1 an.:fc::-ce::..snt. See . l:~ited 
"'c· a--o.~ .. ,. T...,-=.:11o S'~ -a 3('0 ..... "'·.,.....,...... ..., ...... '>-.,o ~ ._._:; v .. v~...;.~_ ..... ) ...o.P..:.. ·, 0 !! .~~~:'· <:;.~. l...:J -" .. 

. - id . ... arrest, sa~~e o~ ~v enca, s~z=~~ o~ a p~r-
son; szarch o£ a buildinz, in7estigatio~ o£ a 

• • • - • • .r::: 
cr~e; L."'1tarn..eWJ..ng "l·7~tness~s; p-:.:rs .. u!: o.~.. 2n 

d • "1" . • ,.. escape c1.:v-~ l..Z::l. pr::..soner; searcn. OJ: an area 
for a suspect; ~icl other l~e acti7ities. I d. 

17/ See United Stat2s v .. Casper~ 541 :"ed. 1275, 1277-73 
r;:-~-;... c· ""··· ') L' '- , .. t ~ - ,, ~- ... · - 41° ...... c • \Y-...... :::..r. 1.'::1/v ; ·!!~:...e- ~ a. .... e.::. v. _.. .• C...'o..:..:..nu .. , , .l:' • ...,u?P• 
?Q7 1°' 'n p D -.l.~~o')• u·~~t~d ~~--~- ~T 00~ ~e~t-h¢~ -'-' > .-4 ~,...,. -1• ., ';;I ' ~._._ ~ ....,_:=.;..-.:> .-, .o·---- "-"--•--, 
-·'tl?- S 0 1' 1"'>21 (D 0 D 1~ .. /;::;)·" ~ .. -.4 ,...,_ ... .... Yr- r. ~"'PP· ,_o, ::J - .. ~.. • J ~ :1 L:l..:.~;::\..i, ., .... a ... e,:, v. 
1-:eans, 383 F .Supp. 358, 374-77 (D .. S.D. lS /~); linit::d 
~;t:<ltes v. Ja::~-rl.lln, 330 F .Supp. 1375> 1331 (D. J.~~tJ. 
1914). 
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v.:;Casper, 541 F.2d 1275 (Sth Ci.r. 1975). ];i/ \;"nile the 
cou.:-t af:E~ad the finding of f~ct i:l '!·:C...!.='thur t.L~at the 
Ac~ hsd uot bae~ violated, it did 4ot Cis~~s the legal 
st2:1da.rds used by the ~;o district cet=ts. J:QI 

Also of interest is D~ited Stat:g v. E2r~s, 539 F.2d 
11;, 16 (9th Cir. 1976), ~1:1era a civi.li.zn .s..--=ested on a 
o::.ilita....ry. base by. t- ·i ~ Fo=ce Police cc:.te.nd.ed tl"'...at: this · 
violated the ?ossa ~tat:u.s Act. Tue cou=t: held that 
the Act:: did cot: rasttict the historic ~:.1thori~ o£ the 
~~ed forces to c~intain order on property under their 
control. 21/ · . · 

Tne state courts of Okl~ h57e also considered 
the Act t s application in three d_"i.!g la-...7 prosecutions .. 
L~ 'Eubert v. State, 504 ?.2d 1245 (Ckl.Cr .• App. 1972) snd 
Eil~ebrandt v. State, 507 P.2d 1323 {C~l.C=.~PP~ 1973), 
CID urvest~g.atio~ c£ P...:...~y parson7"ol l..ed to civilizn S\m
pliers. ':i:1:le local police ~-ere ncti£uci) end CID person-;el 
n~de unde=c.over bL']S from tb.a civiliz::!s. Arrests ~:-ere 
•••• , • .,. ~ l-.11·~ l. · e.ac.e oy c~V1.-J..:::l p-o~:Lce. · .1..u~ state CO'.lrt ~~-c t:~~at .;e-

c ~'""0 4-}.o ;.,.,f' .... __,,,._~o- .... ~!:)"" ..::.;-s ... A'"""~-:f"!'"'teC~ ;7" !:i 1.-.. -:-;-r-i~-.~t-e 
-~- ~.._. -~..,;-......o.c:;. .... _ .a...1.. w...,..;a J...-L '-'" '--"f'-•-r ~ c;..;. -~::>--.....,.., ... "t;;;i...,. 
; .,. . i . d . .... 1 
~~~t~~ :LnvBSt gat~n~ an tne ~~:::..t~-y personne e~er-
cised no· rraut.h.ori.t:yu over the civi 1 ~ ""=' cff~ders) the 
Act \·ia5 net violat~d •. Uubart v. State~ St.";)ra) 504 P.2d 

· ... t- .,z,.c.. '!:l'-i 1 ,,.,.~ ... -- ....... ~l- v ~r-.,-t-e -:: ..... -.-:=: ~n'""1 '.:> 1..1 ... t 1~?/._ . c:. ...... ""'TV, ..;.~---~---- .. ~- • lo.oi_.._,.,_ , _,--., __ ~ _..., .:.. · ·~ Cl . _, _ _,. 

25. 22/ Ln Lee v. Stat~, 513 ?.2d J?) (Ckl.Cr.bpp. 1973), 

19 I :L"le Pes sa Cooitetus Act fina-l ~g in ?...ed Fe2ther -was 
Defore the dist=ict cc~t L1 ~~~~~~ on a stipulated 
joi.!lt ~tion for raconsidaration. L':rited States v. 
Ca~er,.541 F.2d 1275, 1278 n. 8 (8tn Cir. l~/o) • . 

20/ Judge Eea.~y, dissent;ng, ' ;.;:ot!lci bve ad.op~-~d the 
~nfluznc.e" sta.!ld.ard of United Sbtes -v. J2rz:::illo. 
t'l:lit2d Stztes v. Cz.s-oer) 541 F.Zd 12i5, 12&0-(il (8th Cir~ 
19i&). Tne cajority t~ disapproved cf the holding of 
t!:J.at case sub siler:ti.o. -

21/ See g~e:rally Cafeteria 1-lor'kers 1..::n.cn v. He Elroy, 
357 U.S. 886 (1961); 3 C?. Atty G~. 254 (1837). 

22/ Since the court found the Act h~~ r~t b2~~ violated, 
it Ci.d n::>t pass on !:he defendants 1 clai::l that an. e7.clu
sionary rule ~as the proper r~edy. 
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cert. deni~d, 415 U.S. 932 (1973), th~ s~bjcct o£ the in
va3tiga~ion ncS a soldier livin6 off b~se. C!D agants 
u~d~r th~ d;;action o£ the local poli~e =zde buys to 
.f.·-+-'L,er ... p, .. .,..~,y lr--a1 -:~ .. ::.-4--!ooa ... .;o.,.., '7"'",-::. co.,.,...t ._.,..;t'n--Y- L-J.. g, ........__...... OJ'-" - ••'-v-.::tt..-0 "-• ~. ..L-:.- ......._ , .,.,.,__ 

out ~ntion~-g the subject's milit2=y sta~s, held that 
t.:.':.e Act »·as not violated becZJJSe the tz:1dercover agent 
e~ercised no cuthority over the subj~t. 23/ Lee v. 
ct- ::>-t-:::> s,~.,.,,.. _13.., "P ?r. _ ..... ?6 - -
~----, ---a,~ -·--a~ L- • 

Several ge::1era.l principl.e.s ~-=rge frc·~ these sources .. 
T::.e firs~ is t..~t the Act l:as int:e:r:C-2d to "Drohibit the 
~lo)•~~~= of persons subject to oilita-~ discioline to 
coerce or tb~eaten to coerce civili?~~ in the ordinary 
course of cr~~;nal or civil proceed~s. The-use of th~ 
teru "e~acu~en 2-!ld the nractices Cc::!:!>laL"lzd of by the 

f. t . • 
Act s propon~nts she~ tnat Congress inta~d2d to remove 
the threat of ectual or potential cilita..ry- force froo 

• ,-3. • - i • • ,_ •. , ~· tnc or~lnary cccss~cns o~ c~u-s~cc cv tda c~v::._ 2Uhhor-
itias. T~is intant is consiste~t ~~thJtte traditional 
A .,. t • • ,. • . ,. h •1· "'- • •1 
.nng..~..D-.~z-2Ca!l SUDOrG::.nat~on o:r: !: e !:21. :Ltary '-o c~vL 
_,,~t... ........... ·~ ?-'·;' 
<=--Li~v ... ~-J • .:::;:.;::;. · 

'T"'n~ ... o -.:::.,......"""'......... ..."';' ~ h .; t 1 ~ /"'\~, .. ~~-~ ;= t-ho .,:; ~st .; J.ll s ....... ..., ... a, ... .::lJ..C 1..S fl.- C-···'"-"-.;>- o_ -'-·~ ...__. ), ... s 
h • • • • ..... f. •1• •.a.. . . t ... _nt: to~ p,ct c.oes r..ot pron:Lo~ .. c.:L..LJ..t~-y .;ss~SL..2...'1.ce to 

ci-:.rilian la·.:J" en.forcP'T~nt b.;at does ~t L:.volve the u~li
tary in tbe e:re:::-cise o£ aut.."l,.ority ov2r civili;:u;.s. Con
gress did not co~c~~~ ~ilitary ezp~=t 2dvic= or t~cth~ical 
~ssist~~re to civilian authorit~s, aud th2se do not 
c=eata the c~;ge~ of oilitary co~lsion cf civilians 

· '\..1-li.ch it did fear. 

23/ Le~' s cilit:ary _status is c.entb::!..e!cl in !~ote,. suora 
not2 2~ at 722 n. 109. The article is ~evarely-crit~cal 
of b.'1 e cLc:.c is i.o ~ .. 

It should also be noted th~t L:e, as ~7itten, is 
contrarv to walden v. United States,-490 F .2d 324., (l~th 
Cir. 19'74). 'Ina \'1ald::n court: Cl.d. ~t cite the ea(lie:
decisicn. 

24/ See Laird v. T2tun, 408 U.So 1) 17-24 (1972) 
(Douglas, J. aissent2.ng); United St-~t=s v. llald~n, 490 
F.2d 372, 373-75 (4th Cir. I~i4); L~ited Sta~es Ve 
HcArtblr, 419 F.Supp. 137r 193-94 (D. lLD. l9i6); 7 Cong. 
Rec. 3379 (Rep. K~l), 4243 (Seno ~e=ri2an) (1878). 
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Thirdly, ~;Lile Con;ress int~:.ded to keep military 
fo~c2 o~t c= civilian govarr~~nt t~=~~ is no indication 
that it ~a~: to aff~ct tbe P-~J 1 S i~te~2l a~iotr~-
-~r.~ o~ ~~o ~~-~~~-~c~ o: it~ - ~~- ~·~~t{ ns &......L:,...t~ ~ ...... ._ r-"--:,.Ji-~.&.. - .!.. ., P•Or~ ..L.~- .o. · 

11-...us, p~=sons subject: to t:!ilit:~cy d...iscipline r.,,y r..ot 
.:lie la~.; en..f.:;,:rce::lent i..."'l the cbri11 ;:.,., co:::!::.lU.Zl.ity by partici-

~· ..... ,_ . '--l~ .,... 1 . .. . . . 
pa~~~ V2~ccu. c~~~~u-~ona or s=~~tory autnor~ty ~n 
a '!"'\ _.,...,..:::;:~S._ -. ·~..,..-.,~... S 0 ... ..,..,..~... S"";..,...,.,...;:. S"'rviC.., or ..... -oceas .._ c:,..;... __ '-) y........._.:>w .... ~J -c::...:..~, c;;._.,.........__, -.... ._ , - :'J. - ' 

or c..::;t.od.i.a.l ;r.~=r:::cgation cr by p:::-o•lid~g an act:u..al or 
poten~;~1 s~o~ of force to pr~~ent ci~order. 25/ Sici
larly, they -:;_ry not intar.,rene in a. pu=e.ly civTiion crim ... 
i~l tra~sacticn as 1nro~rs or ~darcover agents undar 
t~~ control cf civ:li~ officials ~~e=e t~eir P3rticina-• . • • _,. • • - 2,. I . t::Lo!l ~s ·not: ~ J '!"; ""er2nt Dart: c;: the t=!':- sac tl.on. o On "' .. ., . . 1. . 1 • i . .- .r- . 
t2~ ctner c~~t ~ ~tary parse~- zc~~n3 n tne~r o~z~-
cial capacity =ay provide civil~ l~J e~orcpm~nt: offi-

. ~ .. .... . ~ . . 1 . .. . 1 t• t 
c~~s ~~~n eA~~~~ a~ce as cnz as l.~ r~~~ mere y· ~a 
z~d d.cas !:l:Jt bec.o:::..a control. 27] ':'::.ey ~y also collect 

25/ Sae 'C~ited States v. !·!cArt~!.1=, 415 F. Supp. 187, (D • 
..... ,.·,.';"\. ~.la-r:;) .. ::~-: ~01'1' r·-:-~~es v ::J.;::.,-1 ~.:.~~~="!""' ~c,2 ~ ~-~p 

:...J ., J.., ' ,__;-;_~.._ .... ;;, __ ":-- • n-:- .... --:"":---' _._, 4 • ...,..-.t' • 
915 (D. S.D. (.!.;Jib); ;..i!""T:!!l v. UZ'llt=c ;::t:~tes, 200 F.Supp. 
457 (Z.D. N.Y. 1551); 0~nY.o v. St:c.t2:, 54-::i ?.2d 819, 824-,.,- c- 1"-., ' 1 -. 0 , . I ,.., ~ ( • r . r 1) L.::> ~~. ';l!o); -~ ;p •. .t:.tt: y ._-en. I.:.. l.C ·:; • 

26/ Se~ 'Ur!ited Stztes v. llc.lden, 490 F .2d 372 (L~th Cir. 
1971). But cz. L-2e v. Stat-e, . 313 ?.2d 125 (C~d. Cr • 
.App. 1973). Si~~t:h~ cri""'~ in Hal~=:l t:CY.:lk place on 
property~~~~ ~ilita.-y control, its ?~icular holding 
is ca..lled bb q-'..lestion by U:Uted S tc.::s v. 1knks, 539 
r.2d. 14 (9th ci=. 1976). 

27/ United States v. C3s~er, 541 F.2d 1275 (8th Cir. 
l975); U':'tite::i bt:.at:~s v. 1·icArthu.r, 419 F.Supp. 187 (D. 
N.D. 1976); L~it::c St~tes v. Red Fe2t.ber, 392 F.Supp. 
916 (D. S.D. l:u .:>). 
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It doc::; -:..o~ .,..,-_...,~.;b.; t .,....; 1 -1 ... _.,...., ....... !:>_ .... _s!"lr-.r-o_l from providin~ • ' ':"' :'- _ ... __ : . -.a.:--'-C:.-J ';J - .:..t -

e:·:p~rt c~" ... :Lc~ to c~v~l~a."1 lc=::-; enforce:1ent personnel about 
pzrtic'.!la= ·sit:;;.e.tio:l.S, an:i it cbes not prohibit the armed 
S ~~.;c~- .t::..,...,..._ -·~- .... ~no. T'"!"i .... "n ,....~-:T.:1-:::»~ I--· e"!""\+o,...co~en- of.;:i-._. ..... ,_ -.::> ...__,_._ .::>.o..>::..._......._ c:> '"-~ • '-.l.Y.l.-..o..-.... QW ~~ - _,_. L '- .._ 

cials inio~tion 1:hicb. thev collect in the per£o::::-;:nance 
J -

of thei= 1~~~ f~ctio~s. Taus, ~s long as the military 
perso~el are net used to exercise ~uthority over civil
i~s, the Posse Co~tacus Act pe~its th~ to participate 

• ·" '!"\ - T • 1 • • • • t• ~·i.l.LO .!.i-:pa=: ~~=:: or .... ust::t.ce perso:n ... i.e_ ~n a JO:lnt ~nves l.-
. . .. . -~ 1 .. ,. 1 . .c t gat::t.on t.-:at: se..=-.. leS oot.c :::e--era c::Lv!. ... ::t.an aw eru:orcemen 

.,,__..- 1 ... --=,·1 -..;"!-;-.,....-..;- .,.., 1 ~-,..,se::::: ~;..,;. C:,.,-.1~~ ~..._._4-(;.ii.,-..; ~--.-:~..., ~. 

We trust b."-Lat these principles ca..."1. be applied to 
"t .,. 1 t ·~ . f .. pe=-:u_ ~-~~.2....;...7 persoru::e_ o p~ov::t.....e var~ous oms OJ: 

assist~ce t~ a D:~art=~nt of Justice investigation of a 
cridi~~l f~c~d co~itt:d on the Deoar~ent of Defense in 
the co~se c= D::::-oc~~::.:;t. This Oziica 't-."ill be glad to 
,..o,,; -.r.., __..,...., -.-~ ...... oto - ~ - , - .£ ,.. - ...... din -ed in'\1'.:ls ..... i oa-- _. _c:: ... c...:.. • .,. c ................. - - p .... o:'o.;:,a_.:::. .~..o_ c;...~o_ _ •• a... . - L-0 

tio:1s £or c:::c::::::l"' ~~ce .,.;ith these principles. 

Sincerely, 

.. H.ary C. L&.,;ton 
Diputy Assistant-At-torn2y General 

Office o£ Legal Cou..:.."'lsel 
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PURPOSE: To respond to a re~st from the Training 
Division (TD) that Legal Cotinsel Division 

(LCD) solicit a formal opinion from the Office of Legal 
Counsel (OLC) , Department of Justice (DOJ). as to whether 
off duty military medical personnel may be utilized to~/ >< 
induce hypnosis in witnesses or victims of crimes. / ~ .. · 

Publi~ ~ AI s. L _ . 
Telephono Rm, - · 
Oiroctoi's Sec'y-_ 

/ 
;· 

!,J.t I , 
SYNOPSIS AND DETAILS: By memorandum from J. D. McKynz.7!;J1·e. . .· 

to Mr. Mintz, dated 2/6/Rl and ·· 
/ . 

captioned as above, TD requested that LCD obtain a forTI} '. ,' 
opinion from OLC, DOJ as to whether the FBI may · j rn~ j' 
utilize the services of off duty mill.'tary medical pe9sot)9ne~ . w~; 
to induce hypnosis in victims or witnesses of crimes;( ~lA 
when these medical personnel do not participate in ~fhe ~ · 
interview. The basis for this request aPpears to ha~e . -- u~ 
been the recent addendum LCD o the suggestion ~-

submitted by Savannah Field Offr-1=.· c:::::.:;;:e~------, 
copies of Wh1C were attached to TD's memorandum. r L 

suggestion envisions utilizing on duty military med~l~c==a~r-----~ 
personnel to i~duce hypnosis in witnesses or victims 
and recommended establishing an intra-agency support 
agreement to reimburse the military for the services of 
these medical personnel. We concluded in our addendum 
that the use of military medical personnel in this manner 

-~7-

~~~!~d b~t~~~;a~!~:. o~e~~~o~o~~hi~li ?2i ::~. J9.:?;7f_.-J/1 /1-_ I 
We have cons1dered the re~~nces ~n1th~Jas f,{_::}r~· 

· enclosures to the memorandum from J. n. l'vlcKenzie to .-- ~"-

Mr. Mintz, dated 2/6/81. We continue to be of the opin .. ion ~ ~ .. · 

r • 

_,~ . 

previously furnished by addendum to the suggestion o~ ~ ~ 
s~ _ The routing slip from Arthur Norton, Gener:!{·~V ~ 

, Lit,i9"at~on Se. ction, Criminal Division, to Howard D. ~ . 1981 ....._~ 
Lv__,. : ·T.e~!'f,fJ.~~~ ~~B~, ·.Ac. 9-demy, specif~cally says that "the Passer~'>- - ~ 

,.. (. ·eom1 tat us/ Act. should not preclude the use of an armed ~ 

1 - Mr. McKenzie ... . -Gt ~-~y'~u-co.-~o,_ 
Attn: Mr. R. L. Ault ~ . ab~· LI:.A'>egal Research Unit , .'/~! p . I ' ' ~; ·L~~YP"Q()~-., 

' ........ ~--1, ~ 

D: lad ( 3) -~" 
8 1981 

1.', 
M~ ~ 

~ ,£ 
FBI / OOJ i C1J 

~ t 
' :=;l 
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Memo to AD - TD 
RE: THE USE OF MILITARY 

MEDICAL PERSONNEL IN 
HYPNOSIS INTERVIEWS 

forces physician.working on hi~ free ~ime, to ~ssist . . 
the FBI in induc~ng the hypnos~s of w~tnesses. (emphas~s 
added) Therefore, Mr. Norton's informal advice does not 
extend to on duty use of military personnel such as 
suggested by SAl I Likewise, we see no reason to 
change our opinion after reviewing item number four, page 
three of the 3/24/78 La~ton to Siemer letter. That item 
states that the Act does not prohibit the armed forces 
from using military personnel to give expert advice or 
"other indirect assistance" to civilian law enforcement 
authorities. The argument for ·on-duty participation would 
be premised on the idea that the physi9ian does not 
participate in the interview and that his assistance is 
indirect for that reason. We do not believe the induction 
of a hypnotic state, thereby achieving a condition without 
which law enforcement officers could not obtain the 
information sought, would be regarded by a court as 
"indirect assistance." We believe it constitutes direct, 
active involvement in civilian law enforcement and that 
notwithstanding the fact that it is to be used on victims 
or witnesses, there is a substantial (and therefore 
unacceptable) risk of such evidence being excluded. 
See also discussion at paragraph 1, page 15 of the Lawton 
letter. The projected cost savings from support agreements 
could easily be offset by loss of all the other investment 
of investigative resources in a case wherein the exclusionary 
rule is invoked and the rest of the evidence is insufficient 
to sustain a successful prosecution. Because of the 
traditional suspicion of military involvement in.law 
enforcement matters and the very real possibility that such 
assistance would be held as "direct" even by a court not 
using the "influence" standard or theory of .. Uni:ted St'ates· v. 
Jaramillo, 380 F. Supp. 1375 (D. Neb. 19741 (s-ee page 8, 
Lawton letter) , LCD continues to counsel against consuiT)Itlating 
support agreements with the mi.litaJ?y :t;orces ;for such se.·:r<vt~ce, 

The recent n:temorandu~ :t;;r:;oll} .11.17 ~ .f1cKeri.zi~e ~etst · 
forth the current pract·;t·ce of; the l?'B;t; 0~ ustng .l1Jt:l~taJ?Y' 
physi-cians such as Dr. Garver .wfi.Ci "·'fia,s· been c:m lea,ye · · 
status." It then des:cr:lBes~ a.n oral opt.n.:i:on trof!l a, Ma:jq·;r? 
Rogers, Judge Advocate. Geh.eral ' · s~ Of:t;:i:ce, R,qhdolph. Ai:r ' .. 
Force Base, Texas, that Dr. Ga,rve:r~· s: pa·rtic:i_'pat'±on 
"as described above" (i.e., on leave status} " would not 
constitute violation of the Posse Comitatus Act. We a,re 

-2-
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Memo 
RE: 

• 
to AD - TD 
THE USE·OF MILITARY 
MEDICAL PERSONNEL IN 
HYPNOSIS INTERVIEWS 

unable to discern why our addendum to thd !suggestion, 
which·concerns official military participation under a 
support agreement, has been construed to imply LCD 
criticism of the current practice of off duty private 
participation by such physicians. Nothing in our addendum 
would warrant a conclusion that "the Bureau's policy has 
been called into ~erious auestion." If LCD had perceived 
the current Bureau practice (thel !suggestion mentions 
current use of off duty military personnel) as a violation 
of the Act we would have said.so directly. 

Since the individual being hypnotized is doing 
so voluntarily and is a witness or a victim there is not 
even a question of an authoritarian act being done to 
a civilian to execute the laws. Therefore, the only 
relevant consideration is whether the mere fact that the 
physician is employed during duty hours as a military 
physician, constitutes this a use of the military to 
"execute the laws" as proscribed by the Act. We agree with 
the opinion of Major Rogers and Mr. Norton that it does 
not. Review of the case law and the Lawton letter dis
cussing this area does not reflect extension of the pro
scription to such lengths. Accordinglv, we do not believe 
that an opinion from OLC, DOJ is required and we believe 
that the request we obtain such was predicate? on the 
erroneous assumption that our addendum to the_ I 
suggestion somehow implied a criticism of the current 
practice. Since we have disclaimed any such intention, 
and do not disagree with the opinions of Major Rogers 
and Mr. Norton on the off duty use of military physicians 
to induce hypnosis. in victims or witnesses, there seems 
to be no reason to solicit a formal OLC opinion at this 
time. 

b6 

b7C 

RECOMMENDATION: None, for inforroat.ton~ 

~~~.~~ 
Rsc. Mg:-11. __ _ 

APPROVED: Adm. Serv. __ 
Crlm. lnv. __ _ 

Tech. Si!rvS. ~ 

~~~r~~~Z!fifrr 
Director ___ _ 

Exec. At>-Adm.__ !dent. __ _ 
Exec. AD·lnv. __ tnteli. __ _ 

Exe-c. AD·LES __ lzborato.·y __ & Public Affs.,__ __ 
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TRANSMIT VIA: 

D Teletype 

D Facsimile 
IXJ Airtel 

PRECEDENCE: 

D Immediate 

D Priority 

D Routine 

FBI 

CLASSIFICATION: 

D TOP SECRET 

0 SECRET 

D CONFIDENTIAL 

D UNCLAS E F T 0 

D UNCLAS 

Date 4/3/Sl 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
.(ATTN: 'BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE UNIT, QUANTICO) 

FROM: SAC I BUFFALO ( 66-246l) (P) 

-
Re telephone conversation on 3/3/8l between SAl 

L...::;~~~=-=~---------__.1 Behavioral Science Unit, L...------1 

Quantico, Va. 

Enclosed for Quantico and Bureau are one copy each 
of Dr. Goldstein's Curriculum Vitae. 

serv1ces ava1 a e to e 
~~~~~~--~--~~·s.per Bureau requirements and 

w~ll be $60.00 per hour plus 
~-~-~~1~s-p-e-r~o-rrn~ed. However, it is antici-

pated that all future interviews will be conducted at the 
University of Rochester Medical Center facilities that are 
all ready set up with one-way windows and video equipment at 

no extra expense to the Bur"f.IJ1 ~-'111 '~- ?jCjq _ L~ 
.--------=T~h:.::e::......::B:::.;u=.f=-;fa 1 o Division, Iry}?lnos:is. c~af:..flrnllr is SA 
I I At this time it is anticipated that all 
hypnotic sessions il~· ill be conducted under the team concept 
with both Dr. Goig, .t, :t-r{ and SA I I conducting th~eRM-i•BW~ 
All interviews \t£1 '·-be video taped. 

1 

. \, UltiJISUIIII] . 1!2 APR 2~19 I 
Q- Bureau (Encs. -t) ~ "----

( 1 - Quantico) ~ -
1 - Buffalo 
WDV;ph 
(4) 

Transmitted --::-:---:---:------'---c:=-:----:---
<Number) (Time) 

Pe!: _ _-_-----,-~--"~!<-_ 



.. .. 

BU 66-2461 

• e 

For background information, a copy ofL---~~~------~ 
Cnrricqlurn Vitae is bejnq enclosed with this communication. 

I _ _ ~ I in the 
State of New York. He has been actively involved in the use 
of hypnosis for. the past 20 years and currently uses it in his 
clinical practice. I I 1 oes seminar b 6 
teachin of h is to interns 

~--------~U~n~l~e~s~s advised to the contrary by the Bureau (UACB), 
~~~~--~----~services will be utilized by the Buffalo 
Division in all future use of hypnosis as an investigative 
aid in the Buffalo Division. 
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NAME: 

HOME ADDRESS: 

DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH: 

SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: 

EDUCATION: 

PSYCHOLGIST CERTIFICATE~ 
POSITIONS: 

• 
CURRICULUM VITAE 

I 
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I I 
Pede rat Bureau of Investigation b 6 
Savannah, Georgia 

b7C 

~ !\fay 28, 1911 

PERSONAL 

Tbank you for your suggesticn to establish an interapney support 
agreement between the Bureau, the 'J. S. Army an31re Uitary services 
to obtain ~ices of m,edi~tpmfessionals fgr uee · ,o_!~.J,J@_oct§wa~ 
After a thorough evaluation of your proposal, it ls tieing approveif Since 
the case law that attdresses the Posse Comitatus Act, Title 18, UDlted States 
Code (USC), Seetion 1385, prohibits the use of on-duty military personnel to 
aid in ci'filian law enforcement. 

The irtterest and initiative you expressed by submitting your idea are 
certainly appreciated. Juy others you may ba~ ~~~~· , ( 

~ V~·5l ~' ~Jn~~0y ret~ ~ /.,:: 

b6 

1' 16 / ..,..,..., ,. '_t:? ' ~: v.. ,. . ~\,. 

J?~ 1 }~' · . ......... 9}~!.,; B.-~ell ~,,...,, ~ 
(}Jiv 8/~ ·- · ~ ,_ -·Assistant Director ~ W\1 ~-

(~', 1 
2 

- Savannah 

1 

Atlmlnlstrat1~ Serri:s~DlriS!~ ~ "':':" . 
f APPROVED: Adm. Cov~ 

1 - Field personnel file crim.tnv. Rec. Mgm:· ~ 
'i Director Tech. Serva. __ _ 

Exec AD lnv. _ 1 - Suggestion file Exec. AD·Adm._ tdent. Training---~ 
Exec AD Adm, - ec AD·Inv - InspectiOn Off. ol Cong. 
Exec AD LES _ I f t• \ 6 PUbliC Affl_, _ _. 
Asst 0 , 1 - Training :Qirv!sion For Your n orma 10 c.AD..U:S _ rntell. __ _ 

Ad .. Servs- ~ersonnel' fife o b6 ' ' 
Cro11 lnv _ """ ~ <r ) 1 • 
ldent :taq.v ... 'lt'i rr I'_, Sugg stion ~22- ~,. b 7C r->--................................. .a.....;;;..........,........, 
lntell __ 1~ I' } -1 'JiJB • '\;. · •' . \ 
Laboratory _ t • f ; " 

Legal Coun - ~ dt (),. { 
Plan & lnsp _ • '• l 1£D 
Rec Mgnt -""" j\ ~ 1"\'\ .c (" i((O <() 
Tech S•rvs _~i ',., ~· ,1i .J i,.l; ~~ ~Ga 
Tra1n1ng _ ~ ~ 

Ails Off _ J '' 
Rm _ 

r' s Sec'y _ MAIL ROO 

l' 
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Federal :Bureau of Investigati1b7C 
Savannah, Georgia 

• 
NOTE: Suggests to establish interagency support agreement between the 

Bureau and the U. S. Army and other military services to obtain 
services of medical professionals for use in hypnotic interviews. Intelli
gence Division defers decision to Training Division. Training Division 
concurs with suggestion that the FBI attempt to establish interagency sup
port agreements in an effort to reduce the cost which the FBI incurs each 
hypnotic session. CID advised suggestion appears to have· merit, however, 
due to the fact that to implement the suggestion military personnel would 
be utilized in criminal-type investigations, the proposal should be forwarded 
to LCD for review and opinion. LCD recommends against adoption since 
research of the case law that addresses the Posse Comitatus Act, Title 
18, United States Code (USC), Section 13 85 has led LCD to the conclusion 
that military medical personnel should not be used in Bureau initiated 
hypnotic interviews. Decisions involving the Act have stated in dicta that 
at the present time they would not invoke the exclusionary rule for 
violations of Title 18, USC, Section 13 85, however future cases involving 
military personnel in civilian law enforcement investigations would be 
subject to close scrutiny. LCD believes that any potential cost saving 
aspects of this suggestion are outweighed by the possible loss of testimony 
its implementation may cause. Views attached. 
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. FBI Academy 
·. Quantico, 'Virginia 22135 

· .. 

.QUl'SIDE SOURCIS May 21, 1981 

Enclosed for yeur information a.r·e two articles ~oncerning the FBI's 
use of hypnesis·as well as a Xerox copy Of several articles and case etta•···. 
tions c.oncetning the admisstb.,,ity of evidence obbllned through hypnosis. 
I believe these items wUJ4nswer those quest.ons wh:ieh you may have con• · 
cerning t11e FBI's use of4fYpnosts. . · · . · . ~ · · . · . .. 

. , .•. asc=: 

·The FBI utilizes hypnosis i~ excess· of 50 times a yea·r in ordel" to 
~sist us in solving such crimes as bank robberies, kidnapping$, extortions, 

·and some .. types of white collar crimes •. It is qot pos$ible to go into .any · 
specific detaUs ·concerning these ca.ses Inasmuch a~ many are sttll.belng. 
adjudicated in court. . 

I · . 
. \ ·. '}. / •. ,., _-

' ·'/ _I. ; ,, ' - ~ .. j . ·' 
·. . . . \.' . . / 

If I can; be of anY. furth~r. assistance, please do not hesi~ate to contaet 

Exec AD lnv •.. _., ' 

. Exec AD Adin. _ 

Exec AD LES _ 

me. 

Enclosures 

•. Asst, Oir.; . . . ·•. . • 

A.d·m .. Servo· .··~ .....•.• -. . SA. c' Sa .. n. Diego Cr~!"· l~v. -' RLA ··k·h. . · 
ldent.: . • m . 

. Intel I..-.. _. _ .. 5) .. a.ai I .. •' " . · ' · · 
. ·Laborotary _._. . . · · ~ · 

Legal Coun. _·. · · ·~· · :I an. & ln., .. _;"';~~~.~ . ., ·. • ·a·· . · ~--~""Mgnt. -.- ~- ', ~-<,.\·,-·_);!£·', -.~-- . . .: .. _. 
. Tech. Servs. _ ; . •. )' .-{"0, · ·. . . _.. · 
Training __ ' ' ~. J . · ·. 

· ·Public Affs._OII: _ ·· . ··. ,y ·. J. · •. . .· ·· . 
TelephoneRm. -· . . .•· . • ; 

irect~r's.SeC'y _ MAIL ROOM,·. . . . · 

' 1,·· 

Sinc.erely yours, 
-:v_.J(J. . · . 

. ~ (PJ,. $9f1f-' ~~(, '·'· . < 

· · .· Supervisory Special Agent ,.;;:uc::,:,. ""~ .,_.... 

J3ellavtoral Science Unit · 
.. ~@ MAY -~8 19Sl. __ 

·.', 

AP!7ROVED: 

·-

· Adm.·se~. ___....... .· LegS! Coun. --'---.,.-
c;ir!J.Inv."··· • .. , :. :~ii;n. & Insp.'----~ 

· · · .. · · :. Rec .• Mgnt. . _...,..--. . 
Director_._·.~- ..;.~ch' s"rvs · ·· · · 
'Exec. l\iJ·.t\dm: __ ~ !'ient. _. ·--·. ~-- -~~ ·,.,:, r> . . -

,f . .{'ii.!ll:g ... ··.~. 
Exec. AO·inv.··_· ._ int.,iL -·.-~- Off. of'-' r.g: . · .. · · 

E.,. ·AD·· ,;;s · · Laboratory __ & Public Af ..,. · . "ac· .. L. ... --· . .. , .... • 

,· .. ,,· 

. ·· .. ·. 
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Plan & lnsp _ 

1 R~.._ Mgnt _ 
Tech Servs _ 
Traonong __ 

Publoc Ails Off _ 
Telephone Ron _ 
Dorector s Sec y _ 

• 
SAC, San Diego 5/26/81 I 

Director • FBI 

I I 
REQUEST F.Di:.l INFORMATION 
:If C~F 01't'mlPN(f'!~ r y THE id:U 

Re San Diego letter to the Director dated 4/15/81. 

.------=E=ne=l=os.:.;ed for San Diego is one copy of a letter which was sent to 
L...-___ __.jby the Behavioral Science Unit. 

ai 
&&. 

APPROVED 
Adm serv
Cr1rtl lnv __ 

Otrector __ _ 

Exec AD·Adm- ltirnt --

Exec AD-ttiV - tntell 

Ew.ec Ao-u;s - L.a»oratory -

;; 

I ,., 

Legtll Coun --
Plan & lnSP --
Rec M~t 

Tech 5en18 ~~~ 
Tra '1Jng~\)l\7 Off of cong ' 

& PubliC Atts--
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TRANSMIT VIA: 

D Teletype 

D Facsimile 

[!:g AIRTEL 

• 
PRECEDENCE: 

D Immed.iate 

D Priority 

D Routine 

FBI -· 
CLASSIFICATION: 

. D TOP SECRET 

D SECRET 

D CONFIDENTIAL 

D UNCLAS EFT 0 

D UNCLAS 

~S ~-- ___________________________ ~a~e- __ !:~I!~ __________ _ 

ij,,. e rht% 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI 
ATTENTION: ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, TRAINING DIVISION, 

IRDU 

F»~~' MINNEAPOLIS (6
1
6-3848) 

SUBJl~ ~PNOSIS lflATTEES /-MIN.NEAP-OLIS DIVISION - ,.., ...... ~ 
-~YP.NOSIS A.S .AN INVSSTIGATIVE Aip 

4/1/82. 
ReBulet dated 2~12/82, and Bureau Routing Slip dated 

Enclosed for the IRDU is executed questionnaire 
as requested by referenced communications. 

Bureau (Enc.) 
- Minneapolis 

CL:cjp 
( 4) 

Approved: -------- Transmitted -------,::,.,--~--
<Number> (Time) 

Per _____ _ 

-.:::-
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~// Memorandum 

' 

E.ec AD Adm. J 
Ex~c AD lnv. ----2:_ 
E...., AD LES'_:__ 

'·, 
'\. 

Subject : 

Assistant Director ll61,...; 
Criminal Investig'tJ~. - . Division 

~egal Counsel .· J 
ARMY OF GOD; USE .• ..Qf.- ·HYPNOSIS 

Date 11/22/82 

TECHNI?UE ON,WFX,NESSES(Vi_~~- -p ;V~j;f;ff} 
PURPOSE: To summarize Legal~sel Division's (LCD) 

Aaa t.,~ Dlr. : ~ 

- Ad~. Serva. ·:
C; i ~. lnv. __ 
ldeni. _• __ 
lntoli, __ 

Laboratory_ 

Legal Coun. _ 

Pion. & I nap._ 

Rec. Mgnt._ 

Tech. Serva. _ 

Tra ining __ 

Off . o1Co"9 • 
& Public Alia._ 

Telepl,one Rm. _ 
Director' a Sec'y _ 

opinion regarding the admissibility of testimonial 
evidence by a victim or witness who has previously undergone 
hypnosis to have his recollection of the events involved 
enhanced. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

DETAILS: 

None, for information. ... . -.,· 

[ ·-. 

I. Background 

. -·--- - -1~ 
. · -6~p 

On 8/23/82, SAl I Criminal Investigative 
Division (CID) contacted s4 I Unit Chief, 
Legal Research Unit (LRU), concerning the legal issues 
involved in the use of hypnosis to enhance the recollection 
of a potential government witness/victim in the "Army of 
God" kidnapping investigation being conducted by the 
Springfield Division. On 8/25/82, SAl lorally furnished 
a summary of the information set fo,th ~to SAl I On 
8/26/82, at the request of S~SAL____jtelephonically 
furnished the same information to Special Agent in Charge 
(SAC) Joseph E. Ondrula, Springfield Division. The results 
of LRU's research are fully set forth below for record 
purposes and for the future information of CID. 

1 1 I 
1 Mr. Ault (Quantico) 
1 - Legal Research Unit 
1 - Mr. Saville 
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·" • • 
Memorandum from Legal Counsel to Assistant Director, 
Criminal Investigative Division 
RE: ARMY OF GOD; USE OF HYPNOSIS 

TECHNIQUE ON WITNESSES/VICTIMS 

I 

II. Issues 

Four primary issues appear to be present when a 
witness/victiml/ who has previously undergone hypnosis to 
enhance his recollection offers oral evidence at a trial: 

1. Will the previous hypnosis render the witness 
incompetent to testify? That is, will the court bar the 
witness from testifying regarding any matters, whether the 
offered testimony relates to events occurring before, during 
or after the witness was hypnotized? 

2. Assuming that the witness is not totally 
barred from testifying as a result of the hypnosis, will the 
court permit the witness to testify as to facts that were 
recalled while the witness was under hypnosis? That is, 
will the court permit the witness to testify as to facts 
that were elicited from him only as the result of the 
hypnosis technique? 

3. What is the proper role of expert testimony at 
a trial where a witness who has previously been hypnotized 
will be testifying? 

4. In the event that a decision is made in an FBI 
investigation to hypnotize an individual who may be called 
as a witness in a subsequent criminal trial, what procedures 
should be followed? 

III. Current Case Law in the Ninth Circuit 

The United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit2./ (the Ninth Circuit) appears to be the only Federal 
appellate court which has developed a reasonably complete and 
systematic approach to issues involving the admissibility 

!/ The term witness in this memorandum should be read to 
include a witness who was also the victim of a crime. 

2/ The Ninth Judicial Circuit includes the states of 
Arizona, California, Nevada, Oregon, Washington, Idaho and 
Montana. 
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Memorandum from Legal Counsel to Assistant Director, 
Criminal Investigative Division 
RE: ARMY OF GOD; USE OF HYPNOSIS 

TECHNIQUE ON WITNESSES/VICTIMS 

of testimonial evidence offered by witnesses who have 
previously undergone hypnosis in an attempt to have t.heir 
recollection enhanced or refreshed. The Ninth Circuit has 
decided four significant cases in this area in the past 
eight years. 

Wyller v. Fairchild Hiller Corporation, 503 F.2d 
506 (9th Cir. 1974), was a civil negligence action involving 
injuries suffered as the result of a helicopter crash. 
Wyller, a passenger in the helicopter and one of the 
plaintiffs, underwent several hypnosis treatments for the 
purpose of improving his limited recollection of the events 
surrounding the crash. These sessions occured approximately 
four years after the crash, and were conducted after normal 
discovery procedures in the litigation were completed. The 
defendant, the manufacturer of the helicopter, moved to 
limit Wyller's testimony to that given in his previous 
deposition (i.e. testimonial evidence secured from Wyller 
prior to his hypnosis). Alternatively, the defendant argued 
that if the court permitted Wyller to testify regarding 
facts recalled after his hypnosis sessions, the hypnotist 
should be required to testify prior to Wyller, in order to 
establish the reliability of the procedures employed. 

The district court denied the defendant's motion 
in its entirety, and permitted Wyller to testify as to his 
recollection of the crash both prior to and subsequent to 
the hypnosis sessions. The Ninth Circuit affirmed the 
district court's ruling, holding that: 

Wyller testified from his present recol
lection, refreshed by the treatments. His 
credibility and the weight to be given such 
testimony were for the jury to determine. 
Fairchild was entitled, and did, challenge 
the reliability of both the remembered facts 
and the hypnosis procedure itself by 
extensive and thorough cross-examination of 
Wyller and the hypnotist. Under the 
circumstances, we perceive no abuse of 
discretion by the district court. Wyller v. 
Fairchild Hiller Corporation, 503 F.2d 506, 
509-510 (9th Cir. 1974) 

3 
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• 
Memorandum from Legal Counsel to Assistant Director, 
Criminal Investigative Division 
RE: ARMY OF GOD; USE OF HYPNOSIS 

TECHNIQUE ON WITNESSES/VICTIMS 

In Wyller, the Ninth Circuit established the rule 
that the prior hypnosis of a potential witness would be an 
issue bearing on the weight to be given such testimony, and 
thus properly a consideration for the jury. Such prior 
hypnosis would not of itself render the potential witness 
incompetent to testify regarding his recollection. 

In dicta,l/ the Ninth Circuit made two additional 
pertinent observations regarding the hypnosis technique. 
The court stated that a "cautionary" instruction to the 
jury, dealing with the fact that a witness's testimony 
consisted in part of facts or information recalled by 
hypnosis, would have been "appropriate" under the 
circumstances. However, because the defendant did not 
properly raise the issue in the district court, the 
appellate court would not deal with the merits of this 
contention. Finally, the court stated that the hypnotist 
should not have been permitted to testify as to his opinion 
regarding the reliability of statements made by Wyller while 
the latter was under hypnosis. Such questions are properly 
considered only by the jury. 

Kline v. Ford Motor Co., Inc., 523 F.2d 1067 (9th 
Cir. 1975) was also~ civil negligence action. One of the 
plaintiffs, Jacqueline Selby (Selby), was the passenger in a 
Ford Pinto automobile that veered off the highway and 
crashed. The driver of the car died before the trial, never 
having testified. Selby suffered retrograde amnesia and was 
unable to recall anything of the accident or the events 
leading up to it at her pre-trial deposition. Subsequent to 
the deposition and preceding the trial, Selby underwent 
hypnosis under the supervision of a psychologist. The 
district court eventually ruled that Selby could not testify 
as to events recalled after· the hypnosis session. The 
district court sustained the objection of the defendant that 
Selby was not competent to testify as to facts or events 
recalled while under hypnosis. 

3 Dicta refers to statements made by a court that are not 
necessary to its conclusions, and therefore are not 
precedent. 
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• • 
Memorandum from Legal Counsel to Assistant Director, 
Criminal Investigative Division 
RE: ARMY OF GOD: USE OF HYPNOSIS 

TECHNIQUE ON WITNESSES/VICTIMS 

The Ninth Circuit held that the ruling of the 
district court was erroneous. The court held that: 

Competence refers to the condition of 
the witness at the time he or she is called 
to testify. Jacqueline [Selby] was fully 
capable of expressing herself and under
standing her duty as a witness to tell the 
truth •••• That her present memory depends upon 
refreshment claimed to have been induced 
under hypnosis goes to the credibility of her 
testimony not to her competence as a witness. 
Kline v. Ford Motor Co., Inc., 523 F.2d 1067, 
1069 (9th Cir. 1975) 

The court thus ~eaffirmed the rule it had 
established in the Wyller case: a potential witness may 
undergo hypnosis in order to attempt to enhance his 
recollection. The fact of such hypnosis, when raised by the 
adversary party, goes to the weight to be afforded the 
witness's testimony by the jury. The prior hypnosis does 
not render the witness incompetent, and the witness may 
testify as to facts recalled under hypnosis. 

In United States v. Adams, 581 F.2d 193 (9th Cir. 
1978), cert. denied, 439 U.S. 1006 (1979), the Ninth Circuit 
was confronted with the issue of the admissibility of 
testimony based on recollection refreshed under hypnosis in 
a criminal trial. The defendant argued that no in-court 
testimony from a witness who had previously been hypnotized 
could be reliable, and that the testimonial evidence 
obtained from the witness should be limited to statements 
made prior to the hypnosis. The Ninth Circuit rejected this 
position and held that the rule applied in the Wyller and 
Kline cases should also apply in criminal cases. However, 
the appellate court stressed the dangers inherent in the 
hypnosis technique: 

Great care must be exercised to insure that 
statements after hypnosis are the product of 
the subject's own recollections, rather than 
of recall tainted by suggestions received 
~hile under hypnosis. United States v. 
Adams, 581 F.2d 193, 198-199 {9th Cir. 1978), 
cert. denied, 439 U.S. 1006 (1979), 
(footnote omitted). 
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• 
Memorandum from Legal Counsel to Assistant Director, 
Criminal Investigative Division 
RE: ARMY OF GOD; USE OF HYPNOSIS 

TECHNIQUE ON WITNESSES/VICTIMS 

The court stated that at a minimum, a complete 
stenographic record of the interview conducted while the 
witness was under hypnosis should be maintained. Only with 
such a record, the court noted, could the trial court judge, 
the jury and the adversary party know who was present at the 
interview, what questions were asked, and the witness's 
responses. The court further noted that an audio/visual 
record of the interview would also be "helpful". 

The Ninth Circuit most recently dealt with the 
issue of hypnosis in a criminal trial in United States v. 
Awkard, 597 F.2d 667 (9th Cir. 1979), cert. denied, .444 u.s. 

, 885 (1980). A prison inmate was stabbed to death and the 
government granted immunity to one of the individuals 
involved in the slaying. This individual implicated several 
others in the murder and, under hypnosis, recalled the names 
of still other individuals involved. At the trial the 
district court judge, at the government's request, permitted 
the doctor who had performed the hypnosis to testify prior 
to the government witness regarding the techniques employed 
in the hypnosis, the reliability of hypnosis in enhancing 
memory and, in particular, whether the government witness 
had had his recollection accurately refreshed. 

The Ninth Circuit again held that the hypnosis 
technique was an acceptable investigatory tool, stating 
that: "The use of hypnotically adduced evidence has gained 
acceptance in many jurisdictions". United States v. 
Awkard, 597 F.2d 667, 669 (9th Cir. 1979), cert. denied, 444 
u.s. 885 (1980) (footnote omitted). --

The court found the issue of the doctor's expert 
testimony regarding the hypnosis to be more troublesome. 
The court stated that in jurisdictions where the issue of 
the admissibility of hypnotically enhanced recollections was 
still an open issue, a "foundation" for such evidence 
undoubtedly would be required. Such foundation could be 
established through expert testimony regarding the 
techniques and reliability of hypnosis. However, the court 
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• 
Memorandum from Legal Counsel to Assistant Director, 
Criminal Investigative Division 
RE: ARMY OF GOD; USE OF HYPNOSIS 

TECHNIQUE ON WITNESSES/VICTIMS 

noted that the issue was settled in the Ninth Circuit that 
such evidence was admissible. Hence the testimony of the 
doctor performing the hypnosis, elicited by the government 
prior to any challenge to the witness's credibility, was 
improper: 

Unless an adverse party attacks the witness's 
ability to recall by bringing out or 
exploring the fact of hypnosis, the use of 
expert testimony to support the efficacy of 
hypnosis is improper. The party calling a 
witness should not be permitted to inquire in 
any way into the witness's ability to recall, 
or methods of pretrial memory refreshment, 
until such questions have been raised by the 
adversary. United States v. Awkward, 597 
F.2d 667, 670 (9th Cir. 1979), cert. denied, 
444 u.s. 885 {1980). --

The court held that because the defendant did not 
challenge the credibility of the witness based upon the pre
trial hypnosis, the district court judge should not have 
permitted the doctor to testify. The court further held 
that even had the defense challenged the go~ernment 
witness's credibility because of the previous hypnosis, thus 
rendering the doctor's testifying permissible, certain 
portions of the doctor's testimony were improper. The 
doctor testified that it was his expert opinion that the 
goverment witness's recollection had been accurately 
refreshed by the hypnosis sessions. The court held that had 
the government witness's credibility been attacked, the 
doctor could properly have testified regarding the technique 
employed in the hypnosis and regarding the usual effects of 
hypnosis on memory. However, the doctor would still not 
have been permitted to testify regarding his opinion of 
whether the government witness's recollection had been 
accurately refreshed. This was due to Rule 608{a) of the 
Federal Rules of Evidence, which limits opinion evidence 
regarding a witness's credibility to the witness's 
"character for truthfulness of untruthfulness". 
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Memorandum from Legal Counsel to Assistant Director, 
Criminal Investigative Division 
RE: ARMY OF GOD; USE OF HYPNOSIS 

TECHNIQUE ON WITNESSES/VICTIMS 

The law regarding the use of hypnosis to enhance 
the recollection of a potential witness in a criminal trial 
in the Ninth Circuit may be summarized as follows: 

1. The hypnosis will not prevent the potential 
witness from testifying at trial. 

2. The witness may testify as to a matter or 
matters recalled as a result of the hypnosis sessions. 

3. The government may not call an expert witness 
to testify regarding the efficacy of hypnosis unless and 
until the credibility of the witness is attacked as a result 
of the defense eliciting the fact of hypnosis during cross 
examination.!/ . 

4. If the defense challenges the witness's 
credibility based on the hypnosis, the government may call 
the individual who performed the hypnosis to testify 
regarding the techniques employed and the normal effects of 
hypnosis on memory. The expert m~ not render his opinion 
as to whether the facts recalled by the government witness 
while under hypnosis were accurate. 

5. During the actual hypnosis session, careful 
procedural safeguards should be employed to minimize the 
defense's subsequent challenges to the witness's testimony 
(e.g. audio/video recording of the hypnosis session, 
qualified medical doctor performing the hypnosis, no 
suggestive or leading questions). 

IV. Federal Decisions Outside the Ninth Circuit 

There does not appear to be an extensive body of 
Federal case law outside the Ninth Circuit dealing with the 
testimony of potential witnesses who have previously 
undergone hynopsis. In United States v. Miller, 411 F.2d 
825 (2d Cir. 1969), the court ordered a new trial because 

!/ Note that the prosecution must inform the defense of the 
fact that a witness being called has previously undergone 
hypnosis. The defense then decides whether or not to elicit 
such fact during cross-examination of the witness. 
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the prosecution had failed to disclose that one of the major 
government witnesses had undergone hypnosis before 
testifying at the trial. However, the court did not hold 
that the mere fact of hypnotizing the witness was reversible 
error, nor did the court hold that the witness would be 
unable to testify at the new trial. In United States v. 
Narciso, 446 F.Supp. 252 (E.D. Mich. 1977), the court found 
the prior hypnosis of a government witness to be a matter 
for consideration of the jury. In Narciso the court was 
able to view a videotape of the hypnotic session and thus 
could reach its own, independent conclusion. 

Recently, a United States District Court in the
Seventh Circuit, the same circuit as the Springfield 
Division, issued an unreported ruling relating to the 
admissibility of a witness's testimony after he had been 
hypnotized. In United States v. Franklin, No. FCR 82-16, 
(N.D. Ind. August 18, 1982), the government sought to offer 
the testimony of three witnesses who had been placed under 
hypnosis in an effort to refresh their recollection of the 
subject matter of their testimony. The first witness had 
been hypnotized by a local law enforcement officer (not a 
medical doctor or psychiatrist) without prior approval from 
the Department of Justice (DOJ) or the FBI and not in 
accordance with DOJ/FBI guidelines. (The case was a joint 
local/FBI investigation.) See Manual of Investigative 
Operations and Guidelines, Part II, Section 10-12, Page 
1068. The Judge barred all testimony of the first witness, 
including the witness's recollection as it existed prior to 
the hypnosis session. According to the Assistant united 
States Attorney (AUSA) who prosecuted the case, the Judge 
emphasized the fact that the DOJ/FBI guidelines had not been 
followed, proper approval had not been sought or received, 
and the actual hypnotic procedure was not conducted by a 
medical doctor or psychiatrist. Also, only an audio 
recording of the hypnotic session was made and it was of 
very poor quality. 

The second witness was hypnotized by a 
psychiatrist and the DOJ/FBI guidelines were followed. The 
Judge excluded any post-hynopsis recollections, but allowed 
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the witness to testify as to any statements the witness had 
made prior to the hypnotic session. The third witness was 
also hypnotized with appropriate prior approval under 
DOJ/FBI guidelines by a medical doctor. This witness's 
prior statements, as well as the actual hypnosis, were 
videotaped with sound. The Judge permitted testimony 
relating to statements made prior to the hypnosis, but not 
relating to post-hypnotic statements because the government 
had not provided the court with a written transcript of the 
videotape. The AUSA did not appeal any of these rulings. 

V. State Court Decisions 

As discussed above, the use of hypnosis on 
potential witnesses in criminal trials is a relatively new 
and unsettled area of federal criminal law. Because of this 
fact, several recent state court decisions will be analyzed 
in this section. Although not binding on federal courts, 
the state court decisions may be looked to for guidance by 
federal district courts located outside the Ninth Circuit. 

In People v. Shirley, 181 Cal. Rptr. 243 (1982) 
the Supreme Court of California exhaustively analyzed the 
current case law on the use of hypnosis to refresh the 
memory of individuals subsequently called a•s witnesses in 
criminal trials. Shirley was raped by the defendant. She 
underwent hypnosis approximately three months after the 
incident. At the trial she testified to facts that she was 
unable to recall prior to the hypnosis sessions. Addition
ally, as a result of the sessions, she testified that she 
recalled certain events in a different sequence from that 
which she originally related to the authorities. 

The court held that it would apply the Frye test 
to determine whether Shirley should have been permitted to 
testify at the trial. The Frye standard was established in 
Frye v. United States, 293 F. 1013 (D.C. Cir. 1933), a case 
dealing with a forerunner of today's polygraph tests. In 
Frye the Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 
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established a rule that required, as a pre-condition for the 
admission of evidence based upon a new scientific method of 
proof, that the scientific technique in question have been 
generally accepted as reliable in the scientific community 
in which it was developed. Essentially, the California 
Supreme Court's adoption of the Frye standard meant that it 
would look to the scientific communities of psychology and 
psychiatry to determine whether a reasonable consensus 
existed in those disciplines that hypnosis was an effective 
and reliable device for enhancing and aiding recollections 
of potential witnesses. The court, assaying the recent 
literature and professional thinking in these scientific 
communities, found that: 

It [the professional literature in the field 
of hypnosis] also demonstrated beyond any 
doubt that at the present time the use of 
hypnosis to restore the memory of a potential 
witness is not generally accepted as reliable 
by the relevant scientific community. People 
v. Shirley, 181 Cal. Rptr. 243, 272 (1982) 

The court found three major problems inherent in 
the use of hypnosis as a memory enhancing tool. First, 
hypnosis frequently could cause a potential witness to lose 
his "critical judgment". That is, the potential witness 
might begin to credit unreliable memories. Second, the 
potential witness could confuse his actual recall with false 
memories that were created or constructed during the 
hypnosis session. Third, the potential witness could 
exhibit unwarranted and unfounded confidence in events or 
facts allegedly recalled as a result of the hypnosis. The 
court found that there was a very significant danger that 
the witness would produce a memory at trial that was a 
mixture of actual recalled facts, actual facts culled from 
unrelated prior occurences, fantasized concepts and, perhaps 
ocassionally, deliberate lies. The court further found that 
these inherent flaws and limitations in the technique of 
hypnosis could not be ameliorated or compensated for by any 
"safeguards" such as those established by the United States 
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Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit and some state 
courts. Thus, use of trained hypnotists, audio/visual 
recordings, etc. would not permit the introduction of 
hypnotically enhanced testimonial evidence. The court then 
stated the crux of its opinion: 

We therefore hold, in accord with the 
decisions discussed above ••• that the 
testimony of a witness who has undergone 
hypnosis for the purpose of restoring his 
memory of the events in issue is inadmissible 
as to all matters relating to those events, 
from the time of the hypnotic session 
forward. People v. Shirley, 181 Cal. Rptr. 
243, 272 (1982). 

The court then discussed two limitations on the 
newly established rule. First, the court held that a 
previously hypnotized individual is not imcompetent to 
testify. That is, the prosecution may be permitted to call 
a previously hypnotized individual as a witness to question 
him on a topic wholly unrelated to the events that were the 
subject of the hypnotic sessions. Secondly, the court noted 
that it was not establishing a rule to bar the use of 
hypnotically enhanced recollections as an investigatory tool 
by law enforcement officers. The court stated that law 
enforcement officers could continue to use hypnosis, but 
would have to be aware that any individual hypnotized could 
not later be called as a witness regarding the events 
covered in the hypnotic sessions. 

In State v. Hurd, 86 N.J. 525 (1981), the Supreme 
Court of New Jersey, applying its own version of the Frye 
rule, came to a result opposite to that of the California 
Supreme Court. The New Jersey Court held that hypnosis 
could be considered "reasonably reliable" if it were able to 
yield recollections as accurate as those of ordinary 
witnesses. The court thus took the position that 
hypnotically enhanced recollections, under the proper 
procedural safeguards, could produce recollection that was 
no more or less unreliable than that of an ordinary witness. 

12 



Memorandum from Legal Counsel to Assistant Director, 
Criminal Investigative Division 
RE: ARMY OF GOD~ USE OF HYPNOSIS 

TECHNIQUE ON WITNESSES/VICTIMS 

However, the "safeguards" established by the court appear 
burdensome enough to give prosecutors pause prior to 
employing the hypnosis technique. The court held that the 
following were prerequisites for admissibility of 
hypnotically enhanced testimonial evidence: 

1. The hypnotist must be a doctor 
experienced in the field. 

2. The hypnotism session must be conducted 
by the doctor - not the prosecution. 

3. Any information provided the doctor by 
the prosecution must be written down and 
provided to the defense. 

4. Before the hypnotism session begins, the 
hypnotist must have the witness relate 
all of the relevant facts as the witness 
then recalls them. 

5. All contacts between the hypnotist and 
potential witness must be recorded. 

6. Only the doctor performing the hypnosis 
and the potential witness are to be 
present during the session. 

7. A recording of the session must be made 
and provided to the defense. 

8. The prosecution must establish the 
admissibility of the hypnotically 
enhanced testimony by "clear and 
convincing evidence." 

The court stated that the trial court could 
examine the extent to which the prosecution met the above 
criteria at a pre-trial hearing, where expert testimony 
would be available to deal with the specific type of memory 
loss involved and with the hypnosis technique employed by 
the doctor who performed the hypnosis. 
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In People v. Smrekar, 68 Ill. App. 3rd 379 {Ill. 
Ct. App. 1979), the Illinois Court of Appeals found that the 
trial court had not committed reversible error in permitting 
a previously hypnotized witness to testify, despite the fact 
that no written or audio record of the sessions was 
maintained. The court noted that the doctor, although a 
general practioner, had used hypnosis as a medical tool for 
ten to fifteen years. Further, the doctor had testified 
that he made no suggestions to the witness that might have 
tainted her recollection. The court also held that there 
was sufficient corroboration of the witness's hypnotically 
enhanced testimony in the form of circumstantial and direct 
evidence. The court noted, however, that procedural 
safeguards ought to be employed where the prosecution 
decides to hypnotize a potential witness. 

In State v. Mack, 292 N.W. 2d 764 (Minn. 1980), 
the Minnesota Supreme Court ruled that testimony of 
witnesses concerning subject matter previously adduced at a 
pre-trial hypnotic interview could not be admitted in a 
criminal trial. The court, by alluding to subject matter 
"adduced" at a pre-trial hypnotic session, thus apparently 
limited its holding to barring matters that the witness 
"remembered" as a result of the hypnosis. In reaching its 
conclusion the court employed the Frye standard and found 
that hypnosis was not generally accepted as a reliable means 
of enhancing memory. 

The Michigan Court of Appeals, in People v. Tait, 
297 N.W. 2d 853 (Mich. Ct. App. 1980), reached a more 
restrictive conclusion. There the prosecutor, an amateur 
hypnotist, hypnotized a county sheriff who subsequently 
testified at a criminal trial regarding the alleged assault 
on him by the defendant. The prosecutor did not inform the 
defense counsel of the fact of the hypnotic session, and the 
defense discovered the fact only during cross-examination of 
the sheriff. Additionally, the trial judge did not permit 
the jury to be informed of the fact of the of hypnotic 
sessions. The Michigan Court of Appeals reversed, holding 
that the judge should have permitted the fact of prior 
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hypnotism of the sheriff to be brought to the jury's 
attention, and that the failure to inform the defense of the 
hypnotism constituted prosecutorial misconduct. The court 
further held that the sheriff would be barred completely 
from testifying at the new trial. The court held that any 
testimony that might be offered by the sheriff had been 
irreversibly "tainted" by the actions of the prosecutor. 
While it may be argued that this decision on the part of the 
court was motivated primarily by the qross misconduct of the 
prosecutor in failing to inform the defense of the fact of 
the hypnotic sessions, the case may also be read to imply 
that once a prospective witness has been hypnotized, he will 
be barred completely from testifying at a subsequent 
criminal trial. 

In State v. Mena, 128 Arizona 226 (1981), the 
Arizona Supreme Court held that where witnesses have been 
questioned under hypnosis regarding the subject of their 
offered in-court testimony, such testimony would be 
inadmissible when it related to events occuring from the 
time of the hypnotic session on. The court left open the 
question of whether the prosecution could "preserve" a · 
prospective witness's pre-hypnotic recollection through the 
use of a deposition. The Mena decision also appears to 
leave open the possibility that the prospective witness 
could testify at a subsequent criminal trial as to events 
totally unrelated to those discussed while he was under 
hypnosis. 

In Commonwealth v. Nazarovitch, 436 A.2d 170 (Pa. 
1981), the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania held that 
hypnotically refreshed testimony would not be permitted in 
criminal cases in Pennsylvania until the court was presented 
with more conclusive proof than had yet been offered 
regarding the reliability of "hypnotically-retrieved" 
memory. In Nazarovitch the witness had no recollection 
whatsoever of the events in controversy until the hypnotic 
sessions, and thus the court did not have to deal with the 
issue of whether the witness could testify regarding matters 
not covered in the hypnotic interview. 
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As can readily be perceived from the preceding 
cases, there is no common viewpoint among state courts 
regarding the admissibility of hypnotically adduced or 
enhanced testimonial evidence. The positions of the state 
courts vary widely, from admitting such evidence to holding 
that hypnosis renders a witness totally incompetent to offer 
any testimony at a subsequent criminal trial. One 
generalization does, however, appear warranted: the trend 
in states where the highest court has addressed the issue is 
to bar hypnotically adduced testimonial evidence, and in 
states where such evidence is admissible, the courts outline 
strict procedural guidelines that must be met prior to the 
introduction of such evidence. In jurisdictions which 
follow the latter rule, the fact of prior hypnosis is a 
consideration for the jury when it evaluates the weight to 
be ·given such testimony. 

VI. LCD'S Observations 

As can be seen from the Federal and state 
decisions reviewed herein, the law with respect to the 
admissibility of testimonial evidence offered by a witness 
who has previously undergone hypnosis is unsettled. With 
·th~ possible exception of district courts lOcated within the 
Ninth Circuit, it is impossible to predict how a district 
court judge will deal with the question. Accordingly, LCD 
believes that consideration should be given to hypnotizing a 
potential witness only when all other avenues of investi
gation have been exhausted. Additionally, consideration 
should be given to whether a strong case will still exist 
without the in-court testimony of the potential witness 
being hypnotized. That is, would it be possible to "lose" 
that witness, by hypnotizing him or her for investigatory 
purposes, and still'have a prosecutable case remaining? 
Finally, should a decision be made to hypnotize a potential 
witness, procedural safeguards should be followed including 
consultation with the United States Attorney's Office, in 
order to maximize the possibility that the witness may be 
permitted to testify at a subsequent trial. 
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