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Dear Mr. Greenewald : 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

April 20, 2017 

FOIPA Request No. : 1363403-000 
Subject: HEIMLICH, HENRY JUDAH 

In response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request submitted to the FBI, enclosed are 
processed documents responsive to your request. 

Material consisting of eight pages has been reviewed pursuant to Title 5, U.S. Code§ 552, and this 
material is being released to you in its entirety with no excisions being made by the FBI. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010) . This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

A search of the FBI Headquarters electronic surveillance indices has been conducted , and no 
responsive record which indicates that Henry Heimlich has ever been the target of electronic surveillance 
was located . 

Records (105-WF-19994 and 105-HQ-53656), which may be responsive to your FOIA request, 
were destroyed on an unknown date. Since this material could not be reviewed, it is not known if it was 
responsive to your request. Record retention and disposal is carried out under the supervision of the 
National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Title 44, United States Code, Section 3301 and Title 
36, Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter 12, Sub-chapter B, Part 1228. The FBI Records Retention Plan 
and Disposition Schedules have been approved by the United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia and are monitored by NARA. 

For your additional information , a record that may be responsive to your FOIA request has been 
transferred to the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) . You may desire to direct a request 
to NARA, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD 20740-6001 . Please reference the file numbers 1 05-HQ-
55659 and 105-HQ-55652. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under "Contact Us." 
The FOIPA Request number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated . 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP) , United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 , or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site: 
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/publ ic/home. Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit 
your appeal by mail , both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal ." Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 



You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov. Alternatively , you may contact the FBI's 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email , the subject heading should clearly state "Dispute Resolution Services." Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

~ 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
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1 .~cleared in drug mill case 
l 
> By TIM BELKNAP 

Free-Press. SlaiiWrller 

A federal ju~ge dismissed charges 
, Wednesday against two of the eight peo­
, . pte charged with conspiring with Nellie 
, ·Bell Kassim in what the ·government 

IN . wt:D.~SDAY'S testimony, Dr. 
Ryan Krebs; 29, of ·Milan, supplied evi­
dence contradicting testimony from Kas· 
slm, who became the ,goverpment's key 
witness .a:fter accepting. a. m~ximum 10-
year prison sentence in return for her co­
operation. claims was one of the ccountry's biggest 

prescription ·drug rings. 
Meanwhile, in the opening of defense Krebs.produced airliqe.tickets support-

;' testhnony In the three-week-old triai, the ing his testimony that he fl!lw ·from De· 
· key defendimt claimed he was .in Cindn- troit to Cincinnati Dec. 11, l9~1. and 
' nati, visiting theinventor of·the Heimlich returned two days l;~ter. Krebs said. ·fie 

.maneuver for vlctrms ofchoking,:the same stayed with.Dr. Henry Heimll~h; the plas-
:weekend.Kassim testlfi~d h~was 'wr-iting tic surgeon who developed the Heimlich 
p~ony prescriptions ih her behalf in be- •lifesaving-technique \!Sed on choking_ vic-
tt.oit. .. . . tirrts! ·- ~- . . ,.:. 

U.S. District Judge An'na Djgg$·Taylor Kassim had earliertestified.that·during 
. dismissed conspiracy-charges ag~inst Cur- that weekend she: had seen Krebs in He~ : 
. ti~ Hicks of D~troit andSilltl Fields Jr. ?f . troit signing prescriptions on ~er .beha.lf. 
i Fhnt after·theJr ~t~orneys ·argued . that the Kassim testified that Krebs was one· of 
i .government, whi~h rested .its •case. Tues· . several doctors who wrote prescriptions, 
l day, had:not provided·enougli;e:vidence-to · . mostly for the paiqkillers Preh.idin. and 

I supp?rt the charges. · ·ra:Iwin, without seeing the patie~ts who 

i
Hicks ·and Fields were alleged to· be pur.portedly needed them. The prescrip-

! · 11-level employes of Kassim at several of .tions were either sold. or used to ·obtain 
i ~ Detroit clinics that the government several million dollars worth of ,pills that 

c . !IDS were no more than prescription were peddled in Detroit and Washington, 
m1lls for junkies and drug dealers. . D.C., testimony indicated. 

I - ~ . 

___ ...... : -"' - "'-" 

KREBS DESCRIBED -himself .as the 
.product of a top-flight education at Stan­
ford University and the University of 
Texas-Southwestern Medical School. He, 
sal(i ·he started working part-time at.Kas-. 
sim's RNA Medical Clinic on Greenfield 
after answering a newspaper ad in-1979, 
the same year he began his medical.resi­
(iency at the University of Michigan; 

Krebs denied thathe had devi'atedfrom 
accepted·m~dicalpractices while working. 
at ·RNA and later at another Kassim·clinic : · 

·.on Jefferson Aven1,1e, where he said he ; 
signed an averageofsix Preludiaprescrip· ' 
tions-a day 11With· a 'lot of variations on .: 
either side of that number." .: .~ - . · 

Krebs said that other employes ofKas· 
sim forge~ prescriptions in .his naine, .a 
claini tfiat was supported by government 
witnesses. He said that on one occasion he 
reported a forged pr~sc!:iption-.to a;feder~i · 
Drug Enforcement Administration agent. 

-In ·addition to :Krebs, defendants ire 
Shirley Bradley Danner, . Maggie Cur: y, 1 
Linda Ricks and John Zellner, all ide:1ti- I 
fied as employes of Kassim, and Ber-n~rd l 
Levine, a pharmacist. • 

FBI/CO.' 
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Famed doetor testifies in drug case l .r TIM BE~KNAP - · . - . · · . cursory medical e~aminations - were given written orders for 
Free- Press-stalf. Wruer drugs and where bouncers were needed to ·keep order among 
. A famou_s chest surgeon testified -w_~dnes(iay that Dr.. -Ryan unruly junkies. · 

Krebs,~charged:with corispiringwith.Nellie·Bell Kassim to oper1,1te Krebs was working~.part-time f9r·Kassim while in,his:medical 
a·multlmilllon·dollar drug ring, was a "marvelous young .man" residency at the University of Michigan. Ka.ssim, who became a 
wl!o·he .would still welcome to accepta prestigious r~search . post. government witness as part of a plea-bargaining geal, described 
. Dr •. Henry Heimlich, inventor of the Heimlich . maneuver Krebs·as·an initially·naive.doctor who, once.he realized. the scope 
credited with· saving -the ·uves. of ·rt!_any choking victims, .testified of. the operation, Wl!nt~d- to b~.a partofltand "make.a million dol· 
in -federal·cottrt Thur~day that Krebs, 29, is "li!te mfson -1\e's -Iars" as fast a~ po~sib!e. · · - . f-
-absolutely ·honest,-and I -cari~t conceive of' him. straying . .. ~ 'can't .Heimlich; 62, said he first :met Kr~bs 10 years ago through 
·accept any of the things that I've heard. charged against him." :Heimlich!fl son; ·-who was a classmate of Krebs' at Stanfvrd 

_ . . . . Univer-sity. Heimlich said he'd ... followed Krebs' equcation and 
PROSI;:CUTORS S:AY Krebs, one of six alleged co-conspirators "wa~ :impresse& with his intelligen~e and de~;ency ." 

( on t~ia!f wrote pr~cripti?ns that. were li~ed -to·.get .pliJs St:>ld to , {Ieimlic~ said -Krebs visited. the :H~i!hlich fam_iltin Ci~cirinati 
: junkies and dope-d.ealers m Detroit and W\lshington, D.C. between Pee. !1 and -13, k981. Kass1m ·had testlfied-eatl!er that 
f They say Kr_e~s ·9pened the Jefferson Medical·Cliliic at 12874 · · she hal) seen Krebs writil!g pr~scriP.tlons for :bet 'in Detroit that~, · 
1 fE. Jefferson with Kassim in .October \9~1 and worked at .other · wee~end. ' · · . . · . _ i · · 
· . : clinics owned' by Kassim.Witnesses have described the: clinics as • · Heimlich said .durjng that weekend he offered Krebs -a job· as 1 . 
[ . -~ prescription mills where·-customers ...,._who at best were. given $ee DRt)G. S.USPECT1 :Pag~ t 5A' ' . 
. .! . - . . . . .• . . . ~ . - .. 
tJ:...... __ -~·-- --..,...,. .no ,. ... :~ -- .. -...... ... -.... ~;_ ... _ ------ ~---~--~ -- _ ;.:_~--· ·· .,:. _; _. p~:.:. · .... .:- ·-· - · - .. -~ · 
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:·!)rug suspect called I 
. . /. . . ~- - . . '~ 

:: a - ~marve· ous-man/ 
' l 
-~ Dr. He~ry DRUC? SUSPeCT, from Page 3A · 
Heittilich associate director:of the Heimlich Institute at Xavier-university, 
said:. ''where ;he would have directed research and. medical work." . 

· But Heimlich said.he:learned Krebs .was lnterested in a similar · 
. Krebs is post at the Scripps Clinic in· Caiiforhia, Whicl:l Heimlich said is one ; 
:Yah~oiu.te;, of the finest -clinics in the COtll;ltcy-. . ' . 
~ 1y· h_ on est_ :~rebs also attertded;matches at a· Davis Cupteimi_s-to~rn;fmei}t · 

in Cinchniati that weekertd; Hehnlfch sa!O. 
-~nd l · 

. t)Nm;R QUES'i'IO~NG ·from· I<r~bs' .at~orney -- ~!tiled at . 
establis)ling-the chest· surgeon ·as a·ctedible.character witness- . 
Heimlich sai4'ne ha~ established several' medical procedures·:and ' 

,d~vices aiong with.theHeiinllch maneuver.- inchtdh_lg ;i cMst tub!! · 
:he used .to save the·Hfe !)fa.Chinese guerilla White serYing bellihli · 
Japanese lines ·in Jntiet Mong6lj;i in World Wat 11. The qevice was · 
l_~ter 1,1sed to s~:tve the ·lives of'huhdreds of~ wounped sol9i!lr~ 'lil : 

:can't 
:·conceive 
::of him . · 
:-straying) 
·~ . . • . I 
: -cah'~ 
· accept 
• any of the 
thi11gs 

, that l've 
. heard 
.._ ch~.·ged . 
aga nst 
'h'' " ··: · liT. ...,;L ,·. 

--------

Vietnam, Heimli~h said. ~ · 
. Heimlich ~aig he h!!d won military pecorations, honorary · 

doctor;ites,-huma!iitarian awa,rds and an-Emmy Award for "Di'. 
Henry's Ernergency. ·LessQijS for People;" an educational televi• · 
sion program.· _ . . . 
_ 'HeinU!ch'~ testimortyis .e~pe¢tec:lto con~inue tM~y betore·u.s . . ' 
District Judge Anna D!gg$•Taylot. . _ · .. 

Other defendants irt: the case are Shirley Bradley Dant~r, 
Maggie Curry, Linda Ricks an!! John Zellner ..... ~1!-ldentifieq as 
employes of Kassim's - and Bernard Levine,-a-pharmaCist. T;1 o 
other people were ordered acquitte~Wednesday by Diggs· T!!yior. . 
The trial is in its fourth· week. ·'··'' · J 

. -~ - - - ~ --· . -·· ,,. . ·--- -- ·--
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~f~11; guilty, 2 acquitted\ 
. in prescription mill ease • 
· 'By TIM BELKNAP 
· -Free Press Staff Wrller 
1 . ·A feder~ljury convicted four-people 
; 'Monday of conspiring in the prescrip· 

I tion drug ·empire of Nellie ,BelJ.Kasslm .. 
. but two of her lower-level employe~ 
: were · acquitted~ 

Founc! guilty -after more than two· 
weeks of de.Jibei'atiolls were or. Ryan 

Witnesses ran the social . 
spectrum' from a world- . 
famous. doctor to .a 
cobbler. 

. A: Krebs, 29; of .Milan; .pharm.~cist witness sta~d ran the social spectrum 

.. BernardLeviile,33, .ofWe~tl3!o~mfield; from·a world-famous.doctor, Dr. Henry 
· Shltley Bradley Dan_n~r. 46, .of 'Dll~toit, · Hei~lich, whowas a ch~racter witness · 
'and' Lind<t Ric;~s , 35, of Detroit. They ·_ :for Kret)s, to a coQbler,,l,.eroy Bonham, 
face maximum sentences-of five years who .said he served as· a gigolo to _ 
lin prison and $1'5,000 fines. Kassim and her two sisters. 
1 Acqu~tted of conspiracy In the-two- 'rhe sisters also fjgured in the trial', · 
!month trial were Maggie Curry, 29;.and bu~ by their absence. Testimqny·disput-

: !John (Jersey Bull) Zellner, 53, bOth of e~ by Kassim indicateq that she had· one : 
· Petroit. of th'e sisters, Mo?ell ·~arber, 32, mur-
. d~ted by a contract killer in Detroit hi : 

TEN.OTHERShavepleaded:guiltyto March 1981 because Barber was sus-
. conspiracy or related charges. includ- pected of .informing, Authorities say · 

lng Kassim, ·who agreed to a· Io-year they are still inveStigating the murder . 
. prison sentence in return for co-operat- The other sister, Nancy Lee McGin- . 

· ·tng with federal prosecutors Ell err Den- nis, 31, who was -last reported 'living in · 
\ is. and James McCarthy. Mississippi, was scheduled to be a~~ e· : 
·. . Kassim, 42, qf Southfield, was the fense witness who would refute so e 
key V{_itness in the trial. Others on the {,: . See KASSIM, Pag!;!i A 

,__ _________ --- -
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i -FOUr gt1ilt -. -
I ' • ' 1 ~acquitted 
~~ conspirac~ 
i*drugring 

.K-A~SIM~ from .Page 3A 

oi Kassim's· testimony. 'However, she 
· 'di~appeared" in·mid·trial, thejury was 
tol<fby Ken Robinson, Krebs' attorney. 

•' 

A PLUMP, often smiling woman, 
. Kas$im·grew up In Ne}V York·City and 

moY.ed to Detroita dozen ye(lrs·ago. The 
I ~ fotiller nurse testified th~t her criminal 

•,areer started with welfare fraud and . 
fiim-flam schemes and ·evolved into a 

. pharmaceutici!l drug ring that ·cha!l· . 
neled hundreds of thousands of .pills 
fromsever~l clinics to drug de~lers and . 
jun~ies In Detroit, Washii!gton, New 
Yer'k and North Carolina. ~ . 

I{assim said ·she started her drug ' 
empire in 1979 with a group .of ov.er~ . 
weight women she sent to doctors to 
obtain prescriptions for stimulants. 

tn.March 1989; she said, she·and her 
frieud and former attorney, Ro}?ert 
Colin, opened a diet clinic at 3800 
WoOdward that soon attracted. )lun. 
dti!qs of junkies. Cohp. has not b~e!i. 
indleted, but has saiil federal ptosecu· 
tore ~have told him be is a tarset of an 
ii~sljgufion. ··-

0 

-~--.....--~ -- --· ... --....-..___..__........, ___ 
'-"----~~~ll\1 SAID she and·Cohn.opeJ1ed· . 
sev~ral !llOre clinics ·In down1b'W'fi1}e. 
troit and on -the east side. Pills shipped 
to yrashington, on Greyhound buses· 
.netted a· fortune of several millfon dol·' 
Jar$: .for K!!sslm, who ·once pulled 
$23,000 ·from a paper bag to pay for a 
new: Llnco!n, testimony ·ingicated. 

Heimlich - author, television per· 
sona1lty and in.ventor of the Heimlich . 
maql:!uver designed to save -the ·lives of 
choking victims ..... testified that in the 
decade he had known Krebs, .be had 
founil him to be "absolutely honest ... a 
marvelous young man," and ·a brilliant. 
medjcal student. Heimlich said ·he had · 
met the doctor through Heimlich's son, · 

~ Krelis' classmate at Stanford Universf· 
•Y· : 

I<;asslm, however, depicted ·Krebs a.s 
arr lnltlally 'naive young intern who, 

· once:·he learned· the scppe .of tQe Qrug: 
.oper{ltlon, Wanted to be part ·of.it and . 
"mq~e .a. million dollars" as fast ·aSj · · ;.... · --
ljOssible. · 
~ ~ "the .government claimed phar.ma­
ist ~evine aided the·f!ow of dr.ug~ froll) 

J
glt~n,ate pharmaceutical .manufactu~l1~ 
rsto-junkies on-the.street. Danner an 
leks were employes in Kasslm's eli. 

,.1 • ~~: I · · ~-~ ,. ,.. ~ .,. ,, ... ,., • A" JO'-/ ' • ' _. .,...., • ,_. - •:O•J' _,.... 

. . • ......... , . .... ... . ...c .. ~~· ... , ..1J--- ' 114 ....__, 

; " · Kasslm's testimony ten(jed to exon~, . · J ate' :her lower-level employes I~ th . 
; · in! c. t:J;S. OJ strict Judge An~a Dt~g! • 
I. ayl9r ·dismissed ·charges aga,nst tw ' . 
, curtis Hlc~s ~fid Sam Flelds.Jr., while 

the tHai was In progress, 
D{ggs•Taylor (iecl~ed af!!istrlal forr · 

another defendant, pharmacist Stanley 
Ictovitz, early in the trial whe~. a 
government wit~ess gave .prejudt,ctal • 
testimony the witness ~reviously had_ . 
IJeen jnstructed not to .gwe. ~ 

Iczovtt~; 46, of .BJrmi~gham, and: : 
John ·Parker, 50, of petrmt, Wh? be· 

: came ill' ,just before the trial, will .be 
I tried on·consipiracy counts later, ·prose· 
I ~ ..... ~ld. ... · ~ ~-· _.......,. ~ 
l - ~ -- ~-~ _- -- -- _·:_::· --~ -

. ... J 

~ ·· ... •' 
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J,J 
·J~ April 18, B78 

Wil~iam Webster, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Director Webster: 

I recently sent you some material on the Hei~ ~ neuver, 
which was one of the programs discussed at th~•· ~~~~~--

. ChieLA4miJM~t:r~ • ~nferen~ in Phoen · , ~r1zona. During 
• the (!Jsct;SS10n ortn:(_s-pfo1rx"am, •r question WaS brought Up ·~·_., 
regarding the ·permlss1on of Dr. Heimlich to use his name in 
presentations. The enclosed ~etter from Dr. Heimlich is 
self-explanatory. 

My kindest personal regards. 
' 

ut:51 ;{g ~ _ f71. LP~-~1 ?>._,_{G?( 

~hon!qNot?d 
l£hl/?'( Re 

t..~<$~t'lj. 
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'HENRY J. HEIMLICH. M.O. 

Professor of 
AdvoncedOinicoiSciences .April 4, 1978 

Sh~ri'ff Peter J. Pi·tchess 
CoUnty of tos Angeles 
Hall of Justice 
·Los Angeles, California .90012 

Dear Sheriff Pitchess~ 

I , , I 

l wish to congratulate you an<l your .Department on your 

::::r:t::r t::::i:~ ::ey::i::i::e M::e::::· and. ~he .J 
designation "Th eimlich Mane.u..v.gr.:....J,p your presenta- _ 
tions. -It -is n erstood ·that the R._rocedure wil~l be 
taught _in cohjunction with the teaching xnater:i¥s · -havl · 
authorized. These include the · · . w to 

_S_ave a Chok-ing Victim:. TheJl.e.im.l.igh...M,an.~ r' and pu .. 
lie a tions produced by Edumed, -Inc. , ·p. o. Box 52, . · 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45201. You m0:y also wish to utfl:ize 
the slide/tape educat:ional presentation produced by 
Edumed. 

You wi1,l undoubtedly hav_e the' grati:f_ication of near-ing 
of lives ·saved as a ·result of _yo~r teachin<J program. In 
order -to assist· us -in our conti_nuir.w scient-if-ic evaluation 
of the Heimlich ·Maneuver, will yo~ please dupl:icate the 
enclosea scientifi-e form and have -it fil-led out by anyone 
involved -in the treatment of ·a ·_choking victim. 

If I can be of any further assistance, do not hesitate to 
:let me know. .. / / 

;F'. 

kc 
encl J 

cc: Dr. Peter B. Gruenberg, 1 ~.o. 
433 N. camden Drive, Sui~ell36 
Beverly Hills, Califot:nia 90210 

( 
, ... 
" 

~iCLOSUK6 ~~-/ 
~ - __ '-:::/ 'Z/ .. ? +-_ -·~.- l 

S q r· I') II, . 
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M. n., 

Llcar 'friends: • 
:Thml<; VC'U for vour ki!rl ~rort en ·t~ t~imli~ t1\."l('W<:'r. ! ~~r -if l 1'nir.ht .i~.e 
furth(-r .t."'d M}; :t'h'\t you M~o:..tcr M l'\l.n'V' o! l.tl'' followin,~ '1~t:ti~ M you ~ :ilile. 
We are tryiM to keep ·oor docuncnt(!d record;; _..,s COMplete ·as possible. 

. \ 

location o( R~: Jb:JG Rcst;,ur,mt Inst'itution Oth<:r <Oc~ib<!) 

Cou~d the viet~ ~~~? 
·-breathe? 

Did ·he·turn blue? . 
Other c:olor? 
Plea·~ describe-: ~~ar~: 
R~-spiratory ~ti? 
Conscioos Unconscious 

Yes No 

ConS'Croos ·to ~ious 

---

.. . . 

~ Please describe ·apPC<~rart::e ___________ .....,. ___________ _ 

···-------· 
Tecmiqo.Je of perf~ ·the lleimlich Hareuver: '-lis . the viet~ s~ttW,? 

starrliw.? __ . ly)w,?_ · -

llcl'..t YMn'J tiros ~.ls the r.'~vcr appU~? ----

Object 'cdusing .cOOkinr.'? ----------:----aM sh.lpe. . 

Other r.leti"OOs used: (Please list :in Pl"der o! bcinr. used - U ~ first) 
(Describe) 

f~er~m~t~t-------------------------------------------
hack slap 

upside doto.n 

lTO.lth to r.-oJth 

otlr.r 

~s object forcefully expelled or~ !ro"~Ll'Xltlth? (Describe) -----------

, Any afteref{ects of He!clich f-l.aneuver (describe) ______ ._........._ _________ _ 
Yes . No 

Drowning 
Self ArPlication 

l'ld:re: 
Address: 

Ar.e: 
Occupation: 

--- . 

A;;e: . 
Occtllution: 

·-----
Rc~r 

Did victin\ realize t.'hat wa~ hapren~?. ___ _ Please ~t'ibc br-iefly thoo?:hts aoo 

~ri~.~-----------------------------------------------------------
·l.'hP-rc dirl rescuer l~ of KlneUvcr? ~Y ~llctin Ue-...s{-.aper M1gaz~-

~ical Journa:l P~et Other (~ibc) __ - _____ -________ _ 
~ of l1it~liqatioo:. ___ -_ ___________ -:"' ___ _ 

This ·Womation will be used for research purposes. 

t~r_-__ 

' / 
I ~. 

·' 




