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U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

 
September 29, 2014 
 

 
 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 

 

 
 
 

FOIPA Request No.: 1255234-000 
Subject: BUSH, VANNEVAR 

 
 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
 
        The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5, 
United States Code, Section 552/552a.  Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from 
disclosure, with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision.  In addition, a deleted page 
information sheet was inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely.  The exemptions used to 
withhold information are marked below and explained on the enclosed Explanation of Exemptions: 
 

Section 552  Section 552a 
(b)(1)  (b)(7)(A)  

 (d)(5)  
(b)(2)  (b)(7)(B)  

 (j)(2)  
(b)(3)                 (b)(7)(C)  

 (k)(1)  
26 USC 6103 (b)(7)(D)  

 (k)(2)  
 (b)(7)(E)  

 (k)(3)  
 (b)(7)(F)  

 (k)(4)  
(b)(4)  

(b)(8)  
 (k)(5)  

(b)(5)  (b)(9)  
 (k)(6)  

(b)(6)  
  (k)(7)  

 
256 pages were reviewed and 237 pages are being released. 

 
Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning, other Government 
agency(ies) [OGA].   

 
 This information has been referred to the OGA(s) for review and direct response to you. 
 We are consulting with OGA(s).  The FBI will correspond with you regarding this information when the 
consultation is finished. 

 In accordance with standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemption (b)(7)(E) and Privacy Act 
exemption (j)(2) [5 U.S.C. § 552/552a (b)(7)(E)/(j)(2)], this response neither confirms nor denies the existence 
of your subject's name on any watch lists. 

 
For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national security 

records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).  This response is limited 



to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a standard notification that is given to all our 
requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records do, or do not, exist. Enclosed for your 
information is a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. 

 
 

You have the right to appeal any denials in this release.  Appeals should be directed in writing to the Director, Office 
of Information Policy (OIP), U.S. Department of Justice,1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C.  
20530-0001, or you may submit an appeal through OIP’s eFOIA portal at http://www.justice.gov/oip/efoia-portal.html. 
Your appeal must be received by OIP within sixty (60) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  
The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Appeal.”  Please cite the FOIPA 
Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified.  

 
 

 The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was the focus of 
the investigation.  Our search located additional references, in files relating to other individuals, or matters, which may 
or may not be about your subject(s).  Our experience has shown when ident, references usually contain information 
similar to the information processed in the main file(s).  Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to 
processing only the main investigative file(s).  If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them 
in writing, and they will be reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit. 

 
 
 

See additional information which follows. 
  

 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief 
Record/Information 
 Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

 
 
Enclosure(s) 
 
 In response to your Freedom of Information (FOIA) request submitted to the Records Management Division at 
Winchester, Virginia, enclosed are processed copies of the following files:  9-20437; 94-41907; and 161-4165.  This 
material is being released to you upon CD at no charge. 

 One record (161-BS-1452) which may be responsive to your FOIA request was destroyed in April of 1998.  
Since this material could not be reviewed, it is not known if it was responsive to your request.  The retention and 
disposal of records are governed by statute and regulation under the supervision of the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA), Title 44, United States Code Section 3301 and Title 36, Code of Federal Regulations, Chapter 
12, Sub-chapter B, Part 1228.  The FBI Records Retention Plan and Disposition Schedules have been approved by 
the United States District Court for the District of Columbia and are monitored by NARA. 
 
 A search of the FBI Headquarters electronic surveillance indices has been conducted, and no responsive 
record which indicates that Vannevar Bush has ever been the target of electronic surveillance was located. 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.justice.gov/oip/efoia-portal.html�


 
 
  

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 
(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign policy 

and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 
 
(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 
 
(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the matters 

be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding or refers to 
particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 
(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 
 
(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the 

agency; 
 
(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy; 
 
(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records or 

information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a fair trial 
or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal  privacy, ( D ) could 
reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any private 
institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

 
(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for the 

regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 
 
(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
 
(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 
 
(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control,  or reduce crime or 

apprehend criminals; 
 
(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign policy, 

for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 
 
(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or privilege 

under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held 
in confidence; 

 
(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant to 

the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 
 
(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 
 
(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian employment 

or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished information pursuant to a 
promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 
(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government  service he 

release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 
 
(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
 

FBI/DOJ 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOI/PA 
DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOI/PA# 1255234-0 

Total Deleted Page(s) = 19 
Page 42 - b3; 
Page 67 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 68 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 69 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 70 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 71 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 72 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 73 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 74 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 75 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 104 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 105 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 106 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 107 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 108 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 109 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 110 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 111 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 
Page 112 - Duplicate - Serial 6; 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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1 - Mr. Young 

airte1 

To: SACs, Washington Field - Enc. (4) 

From: 

8o$tOn 
st. Louis 

lbany 
w Y rk 

10/25/65 I 

2 -- ( 
-0/Yl 

White House has requested investigation of Dr. Bush, 
who is being considered for White House staff position on 
"White Rouse panel in connection with Foreign Intelligence 
Advisory Board." Born 3/11/1890, Everett, Massachusetts, and 
resides Cambridge, Massachusetts, where he is honorary Chairman 
of Corporation, MIT. See Who's Who for further background data. 

Boston and wro see urfiles which indicate preliminary 
inquiry conducted re Bush in June, 1948, under LGE program, at 
which time he was Chairman, Research and Development Board, 
Department of the Army. 

i'<· 
-~ Assign case to experienced Agents and conduct no 
~ neighborhood investigation unless some reason for doing so 

~ 1 __ --.... arises, at ;::~b time Bureau approval should be secured, 

-}JENCLOSll'Rl§J ) · 
NOTE: ·Request received toda'f1~~f~ lt 'er dated 10/21/E\5 from 
White House. Separate memo \~~nt though re request. 

~~~~ont_ l _t..--23 J1 '/1~ __ 41~-Tolson MC"Ji A .}_ 
DeLoach__ R£C 4${J {()> ~ 
Casper__ - -:-:[:_.__ . , 
Callahan__ i.-::.:~. · - ~ ; (• · 
Conrad__ ~ 0 
Fell _ __ DHY:j - - ~ - :10 CT 261965 
Gale___ (1 j' • • 
Rosen _ __ .,.. - 1 · 

~~amJAH 6 1968 
Holmes l. -,_.. q 
Gandy MAIL RbOM 

, 
l---::.: ;~:.·~-;~. ~ -. (L 

Return to .............. !~ ... ... .. ; Room 
···························· 

1258 



• 
,. Washington MEMORANDUM 

. \ 

-
TO Mr. Cartha D. DeLoach, FBI - ·DATE:l0/21/65 

FROM Mildred Stegall. 
•-~: ,. 

SUBJECT: FBI Investigation 

Subject's Name DR. VANNEVAR·BUSH 

• 
Date of Birth March 11, 1890· Place of Birth Everett, Massachusetts 

----------~--~------

Present Address ,Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge 1 Mass. 

has requested: L-----------------r------------
0 Copy of Previous Report 

0 Name Check 

0 Full Field Investigation 

The person named above is being considered for: 

White House staff position (White House panel in connection 
with Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board) 

Presidential Appointment 

.Position with another Agency 

ATT·ACHMENTS: 

SF 86 {in duplicate) 

' 

0 
0 SF 87, Fingerprint Ca~d 

0 Biography 

REMARKS: 

REPORT SHOULD BE DELIVERED BY FBI TO: MILDRED STEGALL 

'ENCLOSURE ? 



l h 
4-22 (Rev. 1-22-60) 

Federal Bureau of In.vest igation 

. Re-cort's. Br···7~f 
/ 

oom E xt. 
Type of Referenc..._ ______ __. 

c:=J Regular Request (Analytical Search) 
~e"ferences (Subversive & Nonsubversive) 
CJsubversive References Only 
c=::J Nonsubversive References Only 
CJ Main References Only 

Type of Search Requested : 

CJ Restricted to Locality of ------
CJ Exact Name Only (On the Nose} 

CJ suildup Gel'vzroz~~S 
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4 ·22a (R e v .. l l-1 7·59) 

NUMEROUS!~EF 

SERIAL 

tiP-

t:osr 

s- 'Z-1 -rz. 

2..1 



:J. ~ .t' 
~ ·22a (Rev. l.l-17-f>\l) 

Subj: 

NUMER_QUSiREF~NCE 

·":' sEARCH· scP. · 
~ . 
8"' s ~ I) A N tH "Lff!' 

• I 

..,. " o _. s=-..:'--



-;;, . .... .. 
4-22U (Rev. 11 -17-59) 

NUMEROU&·REF~NCE 

, e ·SEARCH slf'! 
,.;. ., ... , 

Subi: 1"'-S l , VA/'4/Jt-tl'!,!' _______ _ 

Supervisor -7· __ Room 
~ Searcher 

R#!!£-.#fiL Date--#( J nitinl JY'-

Prod. / r¥'1{_-~-
flLE •NUMBER (j collt) 

SERIAL 

>--~--



';'\ ~' .~ 
4-22a (Rev. ll-l 7-Sr91 

Subj: 

NUMEROU~~E~E~·,NCE 

. ,.,. SEARCH SL 
-~ .......... 

B ... ~L VA..JN~tJA_. 
' 

"It' i. $1A"t>-

)'• ~.-~.~, 



TO 

l - ! ·r~. · 
. :i 

Oli'TI01'rr6A.L. fORM N~, 10 . . • ·~c~ ,OIG-:-10• 
\. .... MAY lt62 fOinO ... 

:GSA GI!:N, lfG. NO. 'l1 : 

UNITED STATES G . RNMENT 

...... 
c ... 

.· ·-~ 

~=~·7T . D~ch--~ 

Memorandum·. · g~I~~~a=n~~~:~ 
M
·r. Gale. CJ1~W. ~(/' r:.·~· \)14~@11 ~ 

' DATE:. 10/25/65 fsulllvon--

FROM v Tavel-'-;.·~-

• . w·. y. cievela,n~Ntt/ :;: . ::~:·~---

SUBJECT: VANNEVAR~S~ . /11 
SPECIAL INQUI~~ - WH.ITE ~~~~SE ·. . , . ~l!fi'f/Vlt 

'l'he ·White House· has today.'requ·ested investigation~£ 
.· Dr. Bush, who.· is bei:p.g consid~red for a staff p·osi tion' at the • 

White House · i'nvolving a White House panel in connecti<;m. with; the 
f<;>reign Intelligence ·Advisory· Board.· Dr. Bush is the promi.nent 
atomic scientist who has been· as~ocia te~d with the Massachusetts · 
Institute of.Technqlogy 'f_or many · years~ 

~~ ..... _---! 

· A quick b'heck of main files only lndica t·es. ·that ~Dr. Bush 
has been. on the list of-·persons not' to be contacted w1thmit prior 
Bureau approva·l since June, 1954. The reason for that action was 
due to Dr. ~ush's ~ttitude when interviewed in an applicant case in 

· 1954~ He asked the investigating Agent.i:f the Agent .knew. all about 
him (Bush) and told the Agent he should.know all. about· him_ before 
interviewing. him and he did not .have .time .. to answer tpe questions. 
Bureau files indi~~~ed that Dr~ B~sh had previously been c6operative 
with the Bureau g9ing ba~k t<;i 1936 • · .. ·· · .· : · ; · · ··. · 

The files'alsoindicate we conducted limit~d preliminary 
inquiry under the ·Loyalty of Government Employees program.: of.~.~ 
Dr. Bush in 1948·, . as information in Bu,reau files indica:t¢d .. ~#he 
possibly associated with:· individuals· ·sympathetic to the .·soviet· Union • 
. The. inquir~· reveal~d ~~ · der~~a.~oJ,"y. inf~r~-~ ~ion. conce~ning· Dr. Bus~ 
ACTION: . . . ' '- -·· · .' . · . . 

'"': . '· 

. The case::has :been oid~r,ed. ~epa-raielY, ·to the . . field and the 
·field ha·s been instructed to assi-gll case .to. experienced Agents an·d 
to .conduct.no neighborhqod investigations without prior Bureau . 

... approval.. Bureau.: ~~les,~re being' compl~tel'y che~ked ang you will be 

.ad~ise~. of. ~n~ un~-~~~1 Jd~~~lo~~~nts. _ .;J/-J//6~~iY, , · :_ .. 
· .. 1 - Mr. Belmont · -;·. · " . ·. . NOT RECORDED ,· · ;_j . 

':' 
.. ~ 1 - Mr. Ga 1 e . .·-- .. ·. · - · ·· · · · . n r ·1 M Cl . ·1 d .. · . . · ' \.' • r . - r. eve an . · , . - · · · · · 

.1 ·~ 'Mr: Young.· · · .. J·.~ · : .. · '·. . · · .· · D~Mri ; . ·., :'~)~v,_;fl c;? · 
~3 JAN·.-« 196S. ··. 

"1--1r 
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10/27/65. 
PLAIN 

AbTBL -
; ... / ... -..... -· . .,J> 

. ~ -

' . . 
' 

TO: · SAC., NEWARK 

FROM: · SAC, NEW YORK (lgl-1923) (P) 

0 
SUBJECT: VANNlNAR BUSH 

SPI 
BUDED: ll/9/65 

Re Bureau a.1rtel 10/25/65 • 

White Hquee has ~eqUeated investigation of 
.or. BUSH, who !s being considered :for White House 
starr position on "White House panel 1n connection 
w1 th Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board~' 8orn 3/11/90, 
Everett, Mass., and resides Camb:ridge, Mass., where 
he is honeirary Chairman of Corporation, MIT. See 
Who's Who fOr further ba~kground data. 

Assign case to eXPerienced agents and 
conduct no neighborhood 1nvest1ga.t"ion . unless some 
reason for doing so arises, at which time ~reau 
approval ahoul<L~e secured. -

. . . ... ,, - ~. . -. 
. . ~~~ .who. l;"eveals pqsi t1on as chairman, 

Merck and{~l,! ~~-~· . ~-_handle. 
, ···~ ''-"' .. "" ;". .. . ~ . 

.,_,.-" . ·' '. -
4.'l 1 -~ . . ; -~ • . ~ 

--~/;. ~ )~ . ---.--lj-, 
··'t ; . ., 1: I' 

2-Newark 
. ~JJureau. 

'l-Ne"'l York 
J.AT:tba 

l:r..• . ' I' ~:.~ 
·( -.• I~ 

'-) . . 
l ·· 

. • 

/6(~ f/I~S:-~ · -- ., . NOT RE<?ORDED , 

5~~AN -6 .196·6 
. ~c~~r965 

·. ~~· 
·. .. . ., . 

. ~ 
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• .· . J .· 

\~./ : ' 
. , .. 

11/1/65 

'tOt' SAC • 8't. LQUIS 

FROM: SAC, WEO (161-335tt 

· .v AlmBvAil ~. 
Sf- . , 

Re &QaUte-1 d&.S :\0/11{10. 

·. White uoUM reaorc.ts· indlcatect foUowtac U,Otatmeat• 
f~ DUSlJ. . . . . · · 

6/28/41 - App01a'ed "' PJ:ea~dea't • DiSOM'-• Office 
0! Sci•tifJ.e ~ &Del. De'V'*lOJIIIM'ut, 
Office ot ~J ........... t, ·lxecut1ve 
Offlc•., tile ~--idellt. 

. ' ' 

110 ate ncorded· - ··•01Dte4 ~naaa, Jol•t a.eucb 
· aad DeMlOSta•t Board (kt&b1Uhed 

by a.o~tU'i• 01 wu &lid Bavr UDder d . 
oh&1'tM' 1/11/46) . . fl 

ll/29/46 • Appoi1lte4 ..... Jta~loul AdVUOI'J 
Colllli'tee t.. ~tlelt (Teftl 5 yeua from 

, 2. - St .• Lou~· 
·('!') .. Bureau . 
'-1:" • WFO . 

53 JAN 6 1966 .. 
-") ·(~· / . 

12/1/46) •·. ·.. . . . 

. . 
~ ~ • • . ! -... 

., 

. . . 

i . . •. ..: ·.· .. 1~1- 'f/&S- q 
• . , • NOT RECORC~ 
. ··> 16 JAN S .1966 

- - · 



.. ._ 

• ~· .. 
. .. - •. 

~-"'" · 

·-
·'\ wro 1a1-a3s9 

... __ . 

' 

........ . 

' -4o..• • .; 

· 9/25/47· _; ~ ChaimaD, a.•u-Cb ad DeY•lopaettt 
BOar~. . ' ,' ' ' 

6/25/48- co.te8ioltbct as aw.~. BeiMU'ch ArMS ~elopment 
Board and -.bert Ha1i0Ml Ad~ory eo-1 ttee 
t~~tica. · 

St. Lou{a: cbeck reco;rdll at Federal. B~arde C41:11tel'. 

SPD • 

' ' 

- .2 -



AIRTEL AIRMAIL 

TOt SAC~ WASHINGTON F~ 

FROM: SAC, ST. LOUIS ( lol .... 2Q6l) •P• 
0 

SUEJECT: VANNEVAR BUSH 
SPI 
:6Ude d t 11/9/65 

Re Bureau airte~_ .l0/25/65. 

., 

11/2/65 

St. Louis, at .Federal Records Center (FRC) Vel"1!)i1.ng 
em_Plo~nta: 6/15/15 - 9/15/15.. Navy Dept.; New York, N.Y. ; 
4(28/5.2 ... 1/19/~3, Dept. or State, washington, D.c.; 11/19/53 -
11/19/55 & 7/l/62 - 6/30/63, National So1ence Foundation (NSF), 
rlashington, D.C. 

FRC records d1ecloeed apPointee refused to execute 
11Deolarat1on or Appointee" section or an SF-61 (AW01ntDJ.ent 
Affidavits) dated 11/20/53, etat1ng as follows: •••• I have 
no obJection to taking an oath, s_1nce I have taken oaths of 
allegiance many times. I dO- ob3ect to the other statements 
on the oa.t:n, but this is no"·:.&he time to go into the basis .. for 
my objection." No additional details concerning appo1ntee•s 
reason for this re f'ueal were noted in the . recorCJ.a at FRC. 

. . 

A review of the Civil Service Commiaa1on (CSC) -
Service Record D1v1a1on locator £tles at FRC 1nd1cated the · 
following additional prior Federal appointments ror appointee: 

Appointed 8/23/38~ as Member, National Advisory 
co~ttee fQr Aerount1ca (NACA) ~ washington, n.c., 

· · tei"mUla.tion not sho-.. 

2-.. Washington Field 
(1').. Bureau . . .. 

1 -st. :w,tt.s·· ·_ . ~- · 
JOE:er · 
(4) 

...........---.~~ 

NOT RECORDED -

IS NOV 3 1965 

-~~ -:ci<:'l.- ... - - ... 

\,."1{: . 

t 



•• • 
SL 161-2081 

Appointed ( "Re-appointe.d") 11/19/41, a:s Member, 
NACA, Washington, D.C .. ., termination not shown. 

Appointed 7 /1/42~ as Member of Visiting Committee, 
Dept. or commeree I National Bureau or standards I 
\'Iaahington, D.C., termination not shown. 

Appointed '(date not shown) as Director, Off1ee of 
Scientific Research and Development; Was~ing~on, 
D.C., termination not shown. 

Appointed 8/6/46, as Consultant to the Secreta:ry 
or \tlar, war Dept., Jo1at Research and Development 
BOard., Washington, D.c.,· terminated 9/29/47, reason 
not shown. 

Appointed 9/30/47, as Chairman, Research & 
Development Board; National Military Establishment 
(fore-runner or ne_.t. of Defens.e), washington, D.c., 
terminated on 10/14/48; by resignation, "To . 
I'eturn to pr1 vate industry. u . 

Appointed S/26/48, as Collaborator, Dept. or 
Interior, National Paril service, washington, D.c., 
terminated 6/30/62, by "separation "due to inactivity 
of this appointment for many years." 

FRC pe~sonnel advised that Official Personnel 
Folder( a) {OPF) for the referenced prior etnllloyments as 
indicated in the esc locato~ files could not be located at 
this center and rurther adVised that the OPF{s) (separate 
or consol~dated) would possibly be located at the indicated 
agencies or at the National Archives. washington, D.C. 

liaahlngton Field handle. 

-2-



• 
Transmit the following in 

Via ,~IRTEL 

TO: 

~~I: 

SUBJECT: 

SAC, ',~ASHINGTOI.t FIELD 

SAC, ;·rE.J YORK (161-1923) 
0 

VAW·!EVAR BUSH 
SPECIAL DTQUIRY 
3UDED: 11/9/65 

y •• f~ 
/ 

·Date: 11/2/.65 

~· 

.-!hi te Housa has l"'equasted investigation of Dr. BUSH, 
who is being considered for :~ite ~ouse s~aff position on 
"\,Jhi te House panel in connection 1:1i th Forei;,~n Intelligence 
Advisory 3oard." Born 3/11/1890, Everett, rt:tssachusetts, and 
resides Cambridge, 'Iassachusetts, ~.vhere he is honorary Chairman 
of Corporation, :nT. See i.iho's Jho for further background data. 

Assign case to experienced Agents and conduct no 
neighborhood investigation ~nless some reason for doing so 
arises, at which time 3ureau approv~l should be secured. 

Enclosed herm-1ith for each office is one copy of a 
biographical sketch prepared in December, 1959. 

All offices verify degrees received by appointee, 
UACB .• 

SPil·T • 

. ~ Jashington Field (Encl. 1) 
~~ Bureau (Encl. 1) ~ 
~- Albany (Encl. i1r~ r-
01 - Baltimore (Encl. 1CQ~ 
~ - 3os ton { Enc 1. 1 ) "-'--' .·-,. 
Ol - Buffalo (Encl .. 1)~ 2~t:·._, 
v.(- :re~·1ark (Encl. 1) . ___::::.. 
Dl - New daven {Encl. 1)~ 
ol - Philadelphia (Encl. 1)~ =
Cl - Pittsburgh (Encl. 1)~ 
..-:!"".- St. Louis (Encl. 1) (A~1) 
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·' ma_!l, . Dr. Bush was bo'rn l1~~ch li.>1~90 ;in' Everett, Mass., near .·· 

Boston~ . As 'a boy he lived in Chelsea,' Mass., and was graduated ··;.: . ..... ;:-... ··: · . : 

. , . ~ ' . 

• : • ' ~ • • :. •• . :·. : !,· • •• :. ~: • • • • • •• • • • • • ••• ' ~:-·, ·.: • . :.·· • ..:. ~~..:..: • • .••• -~ • ~ • .• 4. • ~. ~ ' . • ~ • • ... - ·· 

from Bellingham ~igh School the l~o· .· ~ :, Although he has spent most ... : 
' . . ~ ' .. . : ... ; .. ' . ~ • , . 

·or his lit'e ·in . the · Boston -arGu, his.,friends .think of him-a-s-·a·~ape :··"E ~:~-.. ·-· 
. ..... . ,' ' • · : .. :;J. ,- . . .. . . i.~ . . · . . ' ' . ·•, · .• .' ;~;: .. " •. I . 

Cod Yankee., . for h1s forebears lo~cre, from .Cape Cod and he· has a . ·, . [ . . : 
. ~ ,. ; . ·. . • : ·~ • • . ( • f 

sum."ller home · at Denn~s· on · the ~~p e·.: ~_and . sp'ends_ as mu~-- ~~-~m~· .. t~ere · . .-. i : ( . ·.;·. 

as possible • . :·· : ·.·.',·! '· . . . . :'· .. ·.~ . r, ·., .. .... ~ .. ~ .·.< __ --:..... . . . ' . '·· 
• 0 • ·: • •• : •• • • • • • • • • ' • • : :• •• • ·--:- V,/ ' . .. . . . . ' 

' . He received .his ·.B.S. an·:1 H.S. :degrees from Tuft.s College in '. _: <: 
· l9i3 and a D. Eng, d~grOO in i >JC 'from .l!!ir.~ard Uni var~ity and M. I.T ; ;~:L' < ' . 

. . . ' . . . : : . . . : . . . . . . ·• . : . . : . : .· ,. . . . .· . . . : .. ; .--- ~~.. ... .. . . 

under ,a joint . arrangement be t;.tem~ ,the , ,two.·: institutions wh1oh then . ·: · · : . · . . . ..· . : ·'. : : •. : . . ,• . . . .· . . . . ." .. . _,. ... . . . 
existed • . . He. w:orked in the . test department of the General Electric ·. ·-.-. .- . · .-

. :. . . " .:.:· .··, :' . . . . . _ , ~·j: >·'-i 
Company _in .1913 an4 in -the .inspe cti_on department of . the u.s.Navy in· .. ':'.:. ·· · 

1914;; .- He We.~ e.n instr;;et~; · il1'm.ithe~ti.cS at Tufta . in 19~4-~~ ' ~:;.:. ·: 
. ; I , · · .· . . ::· ; ; :: . ::·.~ :c : . .. ;. · , : : ·. · . .. • .' . ,'_. . ·,.,.::· · :-•... . · 

and· assistant professor .. iJ! : elect_ric,al . e~gineering in 1916-: ... ;_~ · . : . .' , ·., • . t . ~ . ~ . . •' 

. . ·;· ..... . . . ··i:(. L ;~ : .. ;(~:- i .. ,.{.L,' i ·. . . . :.: .. :; . :·, . . · .· ' . ~ " · 
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and electrical ma 

Prof. Douglas Hartree .of Co.mbriclgo University came· to M.I.T. . -:· ·.·· :~-<"<< ·, : . 

··· .. to confer · regarding the new k~nd of machine and Dr. ·.Bush t·h·e·~ "':~~~~~ .. --,_;: ~ ·>.: .. : .. ~·~ ,~;~1:',:~ Cambridge to work w1. th him on the ~la~s for the first difi'eren-· , . ·.': . · + 
• • • • • ~ . • • • 1 • : . t . 

' ' ' ." t 

. tia.l analyzer macl;line in England~ · · · . !'1..: 
'' ,tt 

1'-todern az:alogue ·computers are the : direct· descendants of the . . , · . ·. ;., .:;J: 

Bush machines. He ·did not persont.ll:r wo* orr the development of : · :·· ><,;!·:·· 
digital canputers, wh1ch -.1•t;I. T • .. ~v:~.:; had an. important role iX: ~ - .:. · .·;_ : _:;J ;-
developing, but they, too, arc;; b.\~. (:d in part on hi's research. · 

.._ ~ f ~- • ~ :f t· . '" ··.; -. :q.-: 
Dr. Bush ~iso contributed early . con~epts . rega~ding · t~ ·.use ... of .·/ .. ,: · .. _.·::h;_ 

tl-.e computers in contr~lling gunfire: .. \fuile on a cruise . on . the u; _·>. · .>~: -:n. 
S.S.Texas in 1925, ·as a. lieutenant ·comm-3..t'lder in the ·Naval Reserve, ·· . .... ,>__ ·; !,. 

he began to speculate on whether naval guns could ba made effective··.··.·,: ··. ·-· :! r~~ 

against fast-:flying airplanes by the/ use of computers.- Ideas for 
.. ../ :. 

such anti-aircraft weapons were develO?ed in collaboration with 
1 . .. 

Hannibal Ford of the Ford Instr1\:nont Company, which later wa~ 

absorbed by Sperry' Gyrosco-pe Col)'lp<lny, . a l~ading manufacturer of< 
., 

- computer-controls. for gins. 
. 
' 

. . . . 
I~ 1922·, Dr • . Bush and t t-ro n~noc iat es · organized the Arne.rica.n . · .. . 

A-ppliance ;Company for the manufuc ::u >a of thermost_ats. The name . 
' ' 

was changed to Raytheon Manuf~ctu:ri l!g Company in 1924 and the 

. ' 

' 
company became one of the mo~ t ltnpoJ•t':mt in the -1-ieTi of electronics~ · 

· · _-:u i>. 
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He .also was one •of the_ .founders cr Hpencer Thermostat_ Company o.r : I 
• ' .- .. . ~ J 

Attleboro, Mass., 'Which later becama Me~_a?-.~: and Cont:ols Corporation, .. .. ··>I 
a leading manufacturer of nucleir ' fuels•; : · : · ',_>·-· .. ·:·: · ,,. · . . 1-· 

' .... ·- -··-·- .I.n 1938 Dr. Bush left. M.I .T: t~_.boc1o~~ ·- ;ros1~ent · o.r ... tJ:'~· .: ;::.;· _·;_. ·.. ··. :-> . ~ 
•. . '" . . . -= . :"' . . ·. . .· . . -~ . : . r 

Carnegie Institution in i·lash1ngt;c.n, :b.o.', · one of.' the ·outstanding )' · :> : .'· '· · .-1 
• : t ~ : · . ; - . . . ~ ~ ... :;;~f · .... _:· ;. . . : l 

American ,scieJ.ltii'ic research org(: nL~a:tions~ ~ His administrati_on· ;·: :·_., .. . ~:·:·· 

wa n r:1arked by increasing e'fi'~;t::.v~~~!s-~ ; -~~ · ··;·e~earch thro~gh· . co-·· ;:_· ·:·· . .' : -~ ·_·. · 

ordina tion with other 1nstit·ut:1.~uJ~ :,:;·;> : · :.· . . . . .1· , .. ... . 

~;~~~ , ,-.. ~ --~~~:¥"~~~~~"'~~·~~=-'>,~~~-"'-r 
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c . . e e·:1.rly contributi · .. : 
. ...... . 

pianning which became crucial Hi th the approach of -World War II. 
I ' • • 

In 1940 President Roosevelt. apuointC:.:d him chairman of the I~ational 

Defense Reoe~ch Committee, e-s~ahlir:hac{ to aupplemont··.Armi· and Navy 

~esearch. ·. In 1941 he became di;, c ~tor of th.e Office·_ of . Scientific ., . 

~esearch and ·Dav~-lop':Tteni, . formed );o a,ss~me enormo~s __ respons·ibilitie~ , · 

in mobilizing ' scientific · effort ~ . . :lnu \o· conduct milit'a~y resear'cli. ---:.:.~~-, 
. . 

The National· Advisory C(·:· : .. { ~- · .oo for Aeronautics, of which 
. , I . 

Dr. Bush was chairman in 1939- h-l',. tl ie National Academy of Sciences, 
• · •• • • .=,; • 

' ~ . ; ... . 

I 

. . . 
• , I . , • , i ' • ' ~ 

the National Research Council anc various other groups worked closely . . ~ .:- i 
. . . . . . . . . !. r . 

. . . . , ..... _ .. L 
with the OSRD ·in ·what was -p·robably . the larges t research 'program that · ·; .. ·. , ! 

' . . . ' . ' ' . . . . . ::: .. ~ .. ..1 
had ever been undertaken • . Dr. Bush served· ·as · chairman :in this great ' :·._., .. . · 1 

effo~t until the end.:of 1947." ··. · . :->. ·.·-'.·.:_,·.::· / · 
. . j, . 

Dr •. Bush was a central fi :;ura · in the deveiopment of nuclear · · . . · .. · :r · 
.f 

.fission, culminating in the utili za tion :or at.omic bombs to bring the · l 
war to an end. His official· 'connecti on ·with ' the pr,ojec.t began in 

1

. • .. . : •. • : :· t· 
' June, 1940, when the Uraniwn Co~i t teo became a ·subc-ommittee_ of the 

: ' 

. . . ~ 
. l 

• 
· 1'-:'DRC. The NDRC, -.. rith Dr. J ames: : B. Conant·6tHa.rvard.University . .. _,_,.., ..;.~ -- .· ·. [ . . ····----~..:: ... .:.":..:·~ .... r· 

succeeding Dr. Bush as chairman, became :a major division of OSRD . · :-:_· ··-~- · . I -
. . ... _____ _ : _ _ ___ ~ " ... :1:.· . ...,.: _t_ 

and had general supervision of. _th~ n?clear pro~ram until it_s admini-·- . i;.· :-;. j · 
. ~. . ; 

.·. ·st;ation was taken over by -the' .A'rrn.y- in 19L~3 • . _ Dr. Bush~. as a member ·_. : . · · . ~ . ! ·· ·.... .· . . -. . : . _: .- .. . .. ----:..."'- . . .. , . - : r 
of the Top Policy Group, headed by-President ._ Roosevelt,_ and as· . .- -- .. . :_-.-.. ·. · i'· . 

. .:; :.<.::·._-,·:':· '.'.:( : 
chairman of the 1-~ilito.ry Policy:::o'IT.~ttee, ,'. shared responsibility :·_·_ ._ .-:·. _ · .-.-~ ! : 

.' • ' I• ! • • .., • ; ' ' ' ! 'i : · ' , · ' ' I ' • • ~ 
for determination o.f':p_olicy th~·o < ~P'.h dut the !;program. · . , · : _· ·:::·· I 

President R~o~evelt in li~ 'l --.; fall.: 6f, ~~LI-4 cal;ted on Dr:. Bu~h . ·:;·::: __ -:>->;-.... _.f. 
fo'J.' re c om;nendations on .way's wh~~eby ;;h~ ; i.:~ ~~·~ ons learned . thro~gh ·, ·' . :-' ·.., ·. i. 

' l 

·. .. . t 
! - . 

· the ·osRD ~n time of,. '1-Tar might_ be ap~lied · in' time of peace "for- the 
. t 

.· improvement of the national h~~;~~l 7 the c-reation of new enterprises ._ . [ . 

bringing -new jobs, 'and ·. the bettermen(.o.r ; .. ~~~o . national standard of -· . : ·: ·. · _··- I · 

.~living~" · .. In response to this ,r equest, P:>Bu~h prepared a r 'eport, __ ;:.<·.· ._.:., -. 
:• ~''' • --~ . - • - ~;- ' "·- -~~:-~ ···~~-;~~~-;_·~2~-Q)_ ·. · ~ ~ ... .:.. ' . ;,;;:-.~- ·~!~~if~kS. ~- . • ~. . I ,\t. 

• ""' . ...... _. .... ,. ___ , _ .. _,, · ·'·"'·J·-~~~ 
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issued in Jult, 19 under the tit~o· Science, Endless Frontier, 

vrhich .drew on studies by four c omtrd.ttces of' Etl'linent scientists, . . 

engineers, and educators,· an? m~d~ s,pecific ·proposals for the 

by ·the · He served as a .me."!lber i of. the Pr~sident' s 
.,• 

,. 
:· ... :,_. . ' · .····,. 

. ' · 
' ! • · 

· , .. .. 
I· !-' •I .': ~ 

• . · ~ :1 ·· ·:;: · . . • . ::.· · \ · : .. ! 
•' : 

Res earch Board a.s ·well• 

. In July, ,1946, Dr. Bush ·_was app ointed 'Cha.irman or·· the Joint . ;·.· .. -:_.:_ .. . ,<.· ···L 
. . . . . . . . . . ... ··I \ 

Research and Davelopfnent Boar~ oi: the· war and Navy Departments to. · .: . . ·. ·--:. <·. '.-1 

[1 

carry out " a stron~, · unified, .. i~lte6~ated~ · and ccrn?.iete research ~·a. ~<- :~~~,> .. ·: 
.... _ ~ .. ' . . . ' . . . : . . :.- . 

developme~t program. in the · field oi' .nati6nal defense.'' Passage of . , : _ ... ·: ·: 

t he Natinnal Security :Act . o~ i947 . re.tJ:l~ced .. the j.RD~ >with the Researc~ ·"_ · :: <.·--. :_ .. _·f 
• ! • • \ • • ~· ' •' • I' • · • I : • i· 

. .., . 
and Development Board ; of ~he .· Na tiona~ Military Establishment; Dr. :.~ . . ., . .. . . • . . 

:Oush served from September, 1947, to October 15, 1948, as the first ·: · ·:.-· · 

'18, 1955, he was a member of the national Science FoMdation ·Advis~ .. · >·· . · · . . ·,. ··. · .,·.t·. 
. . ..... ·, ..-;:·· . ·. 

ory Committee on Government-Univorsity Relationships. ··.· . . . . . 
Dr." -Bush r~~ired as president of the Carnegie .I.~~tituti~n : ,· ·.' " 

at the end of 1955 ·and. returned ·to ~f. I .T~ as chai~~~- of the ·· ... 

Corporation . in March 195!7. He ramain~d active Ul i:ha t posit ion .. < ,:'· ' .._ ;/ : ! 

. . . . . 

. : . . ::, . . . . : : .. . . .. , . . : . , :·· . · ·.. . --~ . 1-

until_ he became honorary chairman on. January. l:'r-1958, being suc7·. · .· . -' · ... ·, · i . _. . . . ·. . . . . '.. . ... . ,__\ .. : . ... . : ,· .:.J:·· -~~. \. ·. ~ i 
· ceeded as chairman by Dr. James .R, Killian; Jr., the f.ormer · .. · · .-. · .... ··· .. .. · ·. ·, ! 

. . . . i·· ' ·I :. • . , . - · · !f.~·/ . . .\'; · . .J 
pr esident ,~ \ ·- : ' ., · .-:· · ,. · .. :·. : - . • 

. •. · - . _.,: .. ' : •::. ,, . ': .. . .. "t , ,_ .. . :::~ ·: ... . , . . . ., '; - ~;- ! 
, I ' ; ' " ' • ' · -·I '' ,. f 

· . ·Since 19.56 Dr~ Bush has been chairman . o:f th~f e.xeouti ve : ... · ·.·.·. · · · · . · t ,•. .. . . .. · ~ . .. ;..;·_ .. ·.-:· ." : t 
.. • \ .I • • 

committee . of the Graphic . Arts Resea rch · Foundation, of . which he :is :. :x-;: .::· ........ . ·. [· 
. . ~? : 1( :·:::·_.: ·._\: . :· .l 

e. life member and ·directol".- ._Th~s · ~o~dati~l'l ha_s _support~d· · ·. _:. -I\ ~- . -. ·.:· _: f: 
development of Photon, a photographic type-composing machine ·_which .' ·· :: · .~ ·r 

. . . : . . . . . , -·_ . · .. ·.. . . . . . . . . . - . ~ ,· .. .. ·. -:.: L 
_:mak es it · possib2-e ~o. dispense wi ~h ~.ovable , type i~ printing • . He . , · ·- j: 

. .. . . . . ' . ; . : . . . . . ·• . .. ; 
· : · ha d dona· early independent. research ;in this field, developing a · -. , . .. : · 

1 

·~·~~ ~ ~·~a~,: ~~ :..:;;..; .. ~~~~ ~-(:o_r~~ ~ _:C. L (\ . : ,-;;.;;,f . , > }:· -;;:. 
·.~- ~?.;:zz;$COPY ~~· ·· · ·~ . .. ·:. :~-~ - :: ·. 
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~ 6-Sr. Yannevar Bush-M.I.T.· . . .; . . · - . ~ ·. : . 
device to scan and .ect items fro~n . ~iorofiltn an • . self~ justifying . :::: '·./·" 

' . : · . • . . • I 

tyPewr.iter •. · He holds a numbe!' of patents • . ·In :rec~nt Y:ears P.e has . · 

dona research in the 'd-evelopment of _devices for use in biology e..nd · ... _:,..1 1 . 
, . . . 

·.· . , 

" medicine. ';.-"~"· -~;~~:.,~~---- ~- _, . 

. .. • 

Since his early -: days,· Dr. Bush has boeri interested in · the ._ ,. ,> • . · 

oper.atiori of the_. Patent Office and h e vas chairman of th.e A·dvisory ·. c )< '. . .. :. ~ ,' .. 

Conll-nittee on the Application of i-la chine s , to . Patent Office Operations'/ _: ·.:·:>: .. 
0 

' 
0 

A I If' 0 

The New· Jersey Pa tont Lav Associ a t ion · awarded hi,;, the 1957 J affersoil : .. :::· ;: .. :.'-~: . ·- . . • . ~ . . . . 

Hedal. 
· : , -... 

. ' . 
Dr. Bush is the e..uthor of O:)e:r•ational · Circuit Analysis (1929} . .... ----__ . - :- , .. ;_.' ).:. 

and many tecrmica..l e..xoticles,·: and · the coauthor, with .. Wiliiam .Henry · . ·; ·. · . . ' . . . ' . · :. . .!· 

Timbie, of Princi-ples or Elec L·.~· ~~~·. Er;g:i.ne~ring, now . inits fourth. - . ..... . - .... -
A collection of his r-c )82's· and addresses was issued. in 1946, .' .· ·. :. 

. ; . ... 

aditio~. • I ;~ • 

c • under· the title Endless Horiior~ss. with a 'foreword by .the late ,. 
·' • •• • t • ) • 

Frank· B. Jewett. Dr. Bushfs ~ost ·-w-iaely known publication is . . • '' t .. • . 

f · ... ~ ... .. 

Modern Arms and F~ Men~ a ·discussion of the_ ~ole of _';science ~in . ·-
' 

preserving democratic institut~.ons; .· it _vas the Book-o.t:_-the-~onth . . • 

', ' 

Club selection for .December, 1949 , a~ .has . ·been _translated · into 

French·, Spanish, Swedish, :and . J apa nese. :. ~ ... . ,, 

. Dr. Bush was awar.ded the Loui s Ech-tai->d Levy Me·aal .. by the . i . . . ( . . ' 

~ ., .. 

Franklin Institute. in ,.1928 ·for h is ~rork : on· analyzing devices e..nd · .. ~ · · · ·· 
:.· : . . ~ .. -~--~ . --'~ .,-:.~l,. ' 

the Lainme Medal in 1935 ,by.· tho f,ntr:: rican Ins.titute "o'r Electricai -- -- -~ ·- '" ·~, .; ;,.;,_,"'~ .... ".,. ·. . . \'" .. 
t ' • . 

Engineers for " his development or i!nethod·s· anq devices for appli~ation :: ... . . ~- - · .. . . . _______ _:___~---· . ' 

of nia theme tical. anal1sis to : P"'? bl eins of : elO e tri cal ·. engineering." ·. .· r ·~-.~-.· .. 

He was. granted the Research. Co!';~J. .. a tion:: •:ta~d by · Columbia U~i versi.ty ·. 
in 19)9, a."1d the Ballou Medal . by ·•rufts. C~il.ege i~ 1941." . In . i943 he 0: . · . 

• ! 

. ' ,' , ~ ; ' 

received the Edison Meda.l ' of. the ;\met•i'can.· Institute or Electrica:L 
~ ~ :. • • J ~ 

.. 

Engineer~, the Holley Med.al cf. ·trn :· A~e;ic~ Society of l~echanical: 
: ; • I . . . ' .. ). . ' 

· Engineers, · and ·the ·John Sco:tt. ·;:..vw.:cd: ,of: ,the Philadelphia City Trus_-t; . ·' ~·. 
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of Social Sciences for distinguished service to hUmanity, the 

Roosevelt Memorial A~s9cia tion' s ~istinguished Servi_ce Medal, and 

the Marcellus Hartley Publi9 ~.tG l~~a:re Medal of the National · Academy . · 

of Sciences. The Washington A1_1a.rd was p1•osented to him in 1946 

· · by the Western Society of _Engh_leers ·. In January, i947., · t~e Hoover . · '·· 

Medal ror ·1946 was: awarded 'by the 'American Institute of Electrical , 

Engineers, the American Society of Civil. Engineers, ·the. American .. 

Institute of !1in1ng and Metall:urgical ·Engineers, P.rid. the American ::.·.;· 
. . ·" . . .. 

~~c_iety of Mechanical Engineers to him as an " a'ng:tneer, . . educator, 
· · ";' · . . ·' 

and administrator, who, in ·. cri·!.ic.a·i :.t'ime of need, . was in ' ~ most 
. . . . 

.:.J . 

: ~ : 

specia;L sense a.n · organi'zer, gui ding spirit and driving force_. -of -:· . ... . .. 
. . . 

• I 

the. nation's achievem~nts in pb.ysi_c.al and medical scienca." The . . . . ' 

. . 
· s2-."Ue four Founder·:Societies bestOl.fed the 1951 'John Fritz Medal . 

un on him . .for " outstanding ccntribtttions to his countz:y and -to his ··.· 

fell'ow men." The Tufts ·Alumni Council P'i.stingu1sh13d ·.: Service· . .· .·, . ' 

Award of Tufts ' College came to him in~June, 1947. on ~Y 27, 1948, 
. · •. 

he received the Medal for Merit wfth Bronze Oak . Leaf ·. Cluster from 

President Truman in ·ceremonie:J at. the \fuite Hous·e. · The medal of the 
. , .. 

L'1dustrial Research Institute, . Inc ·., was ·presented. to him ·in : 
. . 

· February, 1949. On October . l9, 1953, ·he received the 1953 1--'ward 
. ·"'"='""'"'"\::-~ . 

ot Merit of the American Institute · of Consulting Engineers • . The · ' . 

Johh J ~ . Carty Medal · and. Award .for the .JI.d.vancement c;>f Science was · 

; . • • . 

. ·~ 

"" . .. ~ . . .. 
on April . 26, 1954; . and on December 30/ 1954, he ·. recelved: the William.· .· 

. ~ . ~ ~ . . . 

Proctor ' Prize from the Scientific Res~a'rch' Society or Amer1c·a • . 

. On .November 12', .1957 ,= the Eng~nee.ring ~Soc1.et1As of -New England: 

. present~d him ld th.' the New England Award,.· given . annually to· a New ... .! 

England .. engineer who· " mer_its ·recognition· of his acco:nplished ::;t r: 

..! work as ' well as hiS cl'>aracter> · i': ·:·· J~ ·. , ·· . \\ , , .,., 
~!i0fL -=-~~- · -.· .-.. -.--- ~~~~~ b.,...-"'-'"-~ ·: lJ'lQ&eJ :',,._:.; ... -;_,-:.-.;-;:,. ... ~~~~ ~ - -~~- --===-- ===== 
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Tufts Colla ge, 
In ).9)2 Dr. Bush 7.'f)Ce1ved an h~~nornry Sc.D .. 

o..."'l6 since then he has also receivod honorary degrees.· from Brown . 
• J . . , 

Uni ve rs i ty, Colby Co1lege, Jll_ddlebu::-y Colle i;e 1 .T ohns HopkinS 
·., 

. . . ·.• . 

. un i v e r. l.ty • . the Uni vers i. ty of Penx>a .Y~ vania • . y aie . University I . • c 

Polyte chili c . . I~s ti tute . of. Bl-ooklyn, Shvens Institute . of ·TeclmdlO!!Y, 

.·. ·· . . .. , 
-· .. ( ' ~ 

.. . .... ... ' 

\ 

. '! i lli ain.s Co llo go, Rut gars 0 all• r,e , t; ash ingt on Un i ver si t:r 1 !llirva.rd . . ; . . •.. . . , . . .• . . . ' . ... . ' . 

\ini vers i t:r 
1 

Trinity College; tho 1fr,i v ersity Or · Buffalo, We at Virgini~. . '·' • . . . . . . . . . ":-, ·: c;., ·. 

-· 

Universit'.l', Oolumbi3. Universit:r ,· P>·inceton Uni varsity, tjle Carnegie · .-' . 

Ins t~tut e of Technology, . Boo ton Un l ve rs i ty and Ce!l\brid ge Uni vers it Y~ . · . , .. 

On Feb:ruary 11, 1948, Dr. Bush .;.;'as . made. Knight Commander of the . . 

civilian di vis inn . of · the ·Most. Exce llnnt Order of the · British 

__ : ~_ . _··. ' : . .! . .... . . ; : :.,. :.~- ·- •• . ~ 

Ern? ire; in ~9,5.; by decree of tho ·Pr·3~ident of France, he becams· .. ··: .. 

an officer in the Legion ·.of Ho~or; ! :ns. ' a: . token 'or the high e·steem · . .. . · ......... -· - .-' -~~-.~ : .. . 

in which France holds his outsf.:n•;i r:i echievements in the field ;':· 

of scientific research.;. 
l!onornry-· Jilemb orship in ' the· F .,ankll.n· Institute Was . conferred 

Ul;>~n him· Januarr 15; 1947 ~ ·:. Lonft a 1.'olloW of thO. Ameri~an· I>lsti tut6 

. of Electrical Engineers, D:r. Bush ·was inducted as Honorary Member 
~ 

. · ·~ ' 

• • t 

on January 30, 1950, on wnich day ho . recei~od Eminent MembershiP . . . · . . .. .. :_ 

in the honorary electrical enetneering ·society ·Eta Ka.ppa Nu. .. In · 
. . • ; 

; : 

. . 

' 1951 he ~·as · made all. !lonor.;y •Membe'r of tho Society of Naval·Architeei·/.:· ·:·····; 
. . . . . = - ·.-: ·"\\-, ' . . ·,··; . . 

, and Marine En ginO or s and ori J.'ebr>ln>.Y. 16, 1955, an HOnore.>;Y: Moinber Of .. · · .: · . ,. • .. . . ·. J 'l '· . 

the ·Am~rican so.ciety of Mechlinic >l Engineers. In October, 1956, he. . ... . · . . , .. F: . . . . . . . . . ~ . t: 

beCe.J110 an· lionorar:r· Fellow ·or the AtnoriCan dolls go Ot: Surgeons. !!e' . .. . ,: · . . !.: . . . . . . . . . .. . . ' .. ·. ·:· ·'~">/ . 
is a .FellOW of the American n .. ;·:; ical· SocJ.et:r, and a member of tbe :"·'~' :''C'';·· · . . " . . .. ·. .. .. 

Ameriesrt Philosophical So0iet;r; .i:be . American Academ;( of . .A.i:'J:!L.!Uxl. , : · .: . .. 

Setonees, . tbe .National Acad~m;:r oi ~de~co~;. and th<> American ·~~ctety { ':-: ,, 

for Engineering EdUcation. ' He ' i 'S a .TrUstee of Tufts College. He is · ' ·· . . 
. ( ~ . . . , 

. a Lifo .MOmb er of . the . Mass achu;; • o.t< Ins bttute of T·.; chnolog:r oo'r,o~a t i;,., 
: i.-,.., 
:~·r:·~ ,., ! 

' .. ' ·, ' .. ; ' . ., . . .. . . - . "; 

,· 
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. : ... ~ ~ \: ~-··, .. ..· 
9-Dr. ~annevar Bush M.I.T. . ; ': ... . . . ~. -. 

. ' ;.·):)'!;;:·.: .. 

.. 

1. • . 

. ~ ·. -..~:' . . . ,·· : ·, \'· •. 
I· 
\ and ·Director. of ·The Graphic. Arts Research 

' ' ' • • • I 

,· ... 
-~ ... .. ·.l 

·.'1' '·:·· 

. ' 
(Chairman of Executive Committee . since 1956). ., .. . 

In .T anUary, ~ 94 7, he be cam<> a : Director of' the Ame r:tc.:O .T018phone an ci_ < :· ... :· ,> . . . . . -. ... . .: ... ~. . 

Telegraph Company and in Novemher, 19i~9~ of Herck and Company· · .... 

Foundation, Inc. 

. ' 

He has been a trustee 
{elected Chairman on December 17, 1957)·. 

_ .. ... . 
·, : . " 

of the George Putnwm Fund of Boston since 1956. 

Dr. Bush is a · member of :Ph i Beta Kappa, Tau Beta :Pi, Alpha 

• I ' I • o Tau .Omega, and Sigma Xi, · a~d of the __ St~ · .Botolph Club in Boston 

and the Cen.tury Club in New York.• ; :He: ·was married at ·c:helsea, !".IB.ss ., 

September 5,· 1916 , ;to Phoebe .Dn·ds·, da.u~ter of William Hathaway 

, De. vi s.r':......;a;.;...;,m;;;.e:.:r:..;c:.:h:::a::n:.t:.._. o:.:f:_Ch:.::.· e:.:l:.s:..e:..J!:: :--~~;~r-~-J~· Richard Davis · • 

Bush.._j_~-----:""!"'"--~~1: iie ~n<j ·/<r~'l Bush live in Belmont~ 

, . 
,. 

Mass. · ' :·. . :· .. :t. 
,; . ' . . . ; ,- ; · '· 

. :- . ·; ·; ;_ r~ . .. ·. ~ 

•; 

; -~ - .. ' : ... 
·: .... . 

•. i 
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· ·/ .. · . .. ·:: ;_ .. · ·~· 

; ·:.~~ :( .. • 

: . ' .~ 
-~ ~· . . 
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• • 1 - Mr. Young 

TELETYPE URGENT -

'ro SACS WASBlmG~MlEJ~-+f.~~ 
BOSTON 
ST. LOUIS 
ALBANY 
NEW YORK 
HEW ARK 

FROM DIRECTOR• FBI 

VANNEVAR ~SH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

11/3/65 

BUDED THIS CASE BEING CBAHGED TO COB IIONDAY, NOVEMBER 

EIGHT NEXT, WHICH MUST BE IIBT WITHOUT FAIL • 
. ~";,~ 

::- • 

Tolson DRY: jf 
Belmont __ (5) . 
Mohr _ _ _ 

Sulliva~J 
Tavel~ , . . ~ 
Trotter · ./'7- 7---. 
Tele. Room - · 

~~~~;s MAIL ROOM CJ T EL ETYPE UNIT Return to ... ... ..... . .YQ. · .. ...... .. , Room.~.~.?.~ .. ... .... ... ... :~ 



_ ....... . .. _ ..... 

• • 

NY·--5--· 1105 AM LRA 

URGENT tt-3-65 RPP 

to· WASHINGTON FIELD, BOSTON, ST. LOUIS, ALBANY, NEW YORK AND NEWARK 

FROM DIRECTOR 1 P 

VAN~EVA~ .BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

BUDED THIS CASE BEING CHANGED TO COB MONDAY, NOVEMBER 

EIGHT NEXT, WHICH MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. 

END 

ACK FOR THRE{· PLS 

NY••• THREE JAM 

FBI NEV YORK 



··~ • 

FBI NEWARK 

FBI WASH DC 

1058AM URGENT 11·3-65 RPP 

TO WASHINGTON. FI El.D, BOSTON, ST. LOUIS, ALBANY, NEW YORK AND NE\fARK 

FROM DIRECTOR lP 

VANNEVAR BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

BUDED THIS CASE BEING CHANGED TO COB MONDAY, NOVEMBER 

EIGHT NEXT, WHICH MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL~ 

END 

PLS HOD HOLD FOR 1 MORE 

FBI NE~ 
I 



... ~ -
-1· ~ ...... 

~ :~ 

' ' -. ·~ ..... 

FBI ALBANY 

FBI WASH DC 

l040AM ·URGENT 11·3-65 RPP 

• 

TO WASHIN~TON FIELD, BOSTON, ST. LOUIS, AlBANY, NEW .YORK AND NEWARK 

FROM DIRECTOR I P 

VANNEVAR BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

BUDED THIS CASE BEING CHANGED TO COB MONDAY, NOVEMBER 

EIGHT NEXT, WHICH MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. 

END 

AK'K~~L 
FBILANY 

TU Cl 



J, 

~ ... ~ ·· . ,.. 
. c: (, .... _ • • 

FBI ST LOUIS 

FBI WASH DC 

l036AM URGENT 11•3•65 RPP 

TO WASHINGTON FIELD, BOSTON, ST. LOUIS, ALBANY, NEV YORK AND NEWARK 

FROM DIRECTOR I P 

VANNEVAR BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

BUDEO THIS CASE BEING CHANGED TO COB MONDAY, NOVEMBER 

EIGHT NEXT, WHICH MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. 

END 

PLS HOLD FOR ONE MORE INSTEAD OF THREE 



• 

Ji'BI 'BOSTON 

Ji'BJ WASH DC 

1034AM URGENT 11·3·65 RPP 

0 WASHINGTON FIELD, BOSTON, ST. LOUIS, ALBANY, NEW YORK AND. NEWARK 

FROM DIRECTOR lP 

VANNEVAR BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

BUDEO THIS CASE BEING CHANGE·D TO COB MONDAY, NOVEMBER 

EIGHT NEXT, WHICH MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. 

END 

BS PLS ACK FOR THREE MSGS 



. ' 

~- • 
SENT BY CODED TElETYPE 

" FBI NEV YORK 

5-~ EST URGENT 11/3/65 M.F.R. 
TO DIR~OR, FBI 

AND. PITTSfJURGH· 
11111, BALTIMORE, BUFFALO, NEW HAVEN, PHILAD 

.,_ 

FROM NEW YORK /161-1923/ 

6 
VANNEVAR 'BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

:u 
(') 
t. • ·.-

IPI 

. Ml';. 'DOlaom...~
Hi:;. B'lrlinoll¢._ 
M:n;. l!I!Omr __ _ 
:Mir.. lill!JT.o~ .... -·. 
Mr~ Ca:s,PW. __ _ 
l'b. CaJia&an ___ _ 
Mr. COnrad. __ 
Mr. Felt. __ 
Mr. Gale-__ 
Mr. Rosen_ 
Mr. Sullivan....--
Mr. TavoJ., __ _ 
Mr. Trott.or-
Tele. Room ... _ _ 
Miss llolft1Q1----
Misa Gandy-

RENYAIRTEl' TO WASHINGTON FIELD, ELEVEN TVO LAST. . . ... ~ } ... .. .. .. 
BUDED~ TH!$ CASE CHANGED TO COB MONDAY, NOVEMBER EIGHT NEXT, VHICH 

MUST BE MET WITHOUT FAIL. 

r 
'· END ---NOT RECORDED 

16 -JAN 3 1966 

-· WA •• LRA 

FBI WASH DC 

J ~ 

?.' ij" ' .. .. 
' · ' ... . , .... Qd . C-J. .. "" 

'f.7 __ iL-~~!:'flA~~~ewrE 
~ ' .' I-' 
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,r- '--=• - • FEDERAL BUREAU 

y 
OF INJ!:STIGATION 

I 
REPORTING OFFICE 

ST. LOUIS 
. TITLE OF CASE 

0 
VANNEVAR BUSH 

DATE 

I 
OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

BtrnEAU 11/4/65 

CHARAOER OF CASE 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 

REFERENCE: Buairte1 dated 10/25/65. 
St. Louis airte1 to Washington Field; 11/2/65. 

STATUS: - RUC -

.. J 

b6 
b7C 

APPROVED DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

COPIES MADE: 

Bureau 
'I 

(AM) 

1-St. Louis (161-208~)-

., .. . . . . ,, ,, . . -. 
. -

;61-l tft~>~ I q 
~RECo'RcE:o-
14;sfYOV!J 5~t19S&,.; J 

____ ,D_Is_s_em_l_na_tl_on,......Re_c_or_d_o...:.f ,A..:....t..,.,.ta_ch...;.e_d..:..:R:..::.:ep:.:.o.:.:.rf~---=----l Notations 
.... ;,I ·. ,· Agency 

/ : 

Date FwavQ] JAI\f h. 1Qh~ 

By 
I 



. Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

UN~D STATES DEPARTMENT OF .TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

IC~~ ~~......,""1'1""'~"""""~----_.1 Office: 
November 4, 1965 -

ST. LOUIS 

b6 
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Field Office File #: SL': 161-2081 Bureau File #: 

Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

VANNEVAR BUSH 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 

Records FRC, St.· Louis, Mo., indicated VANNEVAR 
BUSH employed by Navy Dept., New York, N.· Y. 
Terminated by reason of resignation. Employed 
by Dept. of State, Washington, D.C. as WOC 
Consultant. Terminated by reason of 11Completion 
of assignment. 11 Employed by NSF, Washington, 
D.C., two occasions,. as woe Consultant. · 
Terminated by reason of ~xpiration of term .of 
appointment,· both periods. Refusal to execute 
!!Declaration of Appointee 11 s~ction of SF-61 
noted. Periods of additional prior Federal 
employment 1 s as indicated by esc locator files 
set forth - OPF(S) for same not located FRC. 
BUSH· served in u . . S. Naval Reserve Force and 
u. s. Naval Reserv~, ;inactive status, from . 
9/ 3<?/24 t ·o 6/2/ 33, at which time his resignation 
was accepted. 

- RUC 

DETAILS: AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 

On November 1, 1965, a review of the personnel records 
on file at the Federal Records Center disclosed VANNEVAR BUSH 
was employed on. June 15, 1915, ·as a Subinspector_ (Electric~l .) 
with the Department of the Navy, New York;Navy Yard (Brooklyn 
Naval Yard), Manufacturing Department, Machinery Division, 
at New York, New York. This employment was terminated on 
September 15, 1915, as a. Subinspector (Electrical), by rea~on 
of resignation, details shown as "Jack.of opportunity for rapid 
advancement. '' 

This document contatns neither recommendation s n or conclusions o f the FBI. It is the property of the f'Bl and Is l oaned to 
you r aqency; it and its conte nt s are not t o be distributed outside y our aqency . 
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' . -.: ;. . . .-- .... ~ .. ~.- _ ... . ... 
.. . . .- . . . '""· ~ . . --~ ~-... .... .· .. _·:·. .:· _ ...... 

SL: . . 16i.:.2081 < •. ..._ .:, . ~ ... : · . .-·· j -· ' ·,/ ·. 

·indica ted_- the following additioh~;,-~Federal_ appo]:nt~~-~t;:~~ :::_. ;~ : · .', ·: ···:· 
·however the Of_:ficial PersonneJ -Fo_lde:r( s ). fer -_t_he,se_ ·ner:!-~q:~ ···· __ ·: ::' 
·of -employments could not. be loc_ated·.- at the Federal Records' , · :::::·~ , . 
Center:. ·' : .- .-.. . ·- .. = .... :-._·· ·-· . .: . : . : _:: ,..· · •·· -· .. .-· .. ,. -

• • ' • • .. • :\· 'T • • • ' ~:.. :. 1 .... , • 

. . ' . • ,; • • ;a ~ . - ·,.. .. • i .- • < :· ~ • ~ . •• :;. ' 

~ppointed· August 23; 1938;. as Member, - ·Na t i onaJ:. · ') ,~r.',: ." :.· . · . ; 
. Advisory· Committee. for· AeronautiC's', washin.gton,; ·D·~-c. ,. :·~: -, · ·:. 

.. ternitnation not S.h..own. . . r : _,·: . . ' " ·:'< -.,; ._-.. : ·:· ·.:. ;·/ · • • •• ~ - ... ~ . ~ . . ~ ... · •.. ·. . 

...... 

·• 

' .. · 

~: · "R~~appointeq 11 Noyefub,er 19:· i~41, a s Me;b-~r:~:·:~- ,;.~ · ;' -.< >>._ · 
. National Advisory Confmi tte~.- for Aer_onaut'-:tc.s:,~} . : · · · 
. Washington; D. C., term~na tfon· not ·shown. . "'> · - ·., · . . 

....__ .- •• - t • - • I • ' ' - .- • • : • _"C_4_ . .., . , '• 

. Appointed Ju~;. l, 194·2·,-~ti~. M~mb~f.:· .of:-Xis~·ti~g ·~ : .. "~~ :, - ~:-: ·: .. ;· .· . . 
.. Coinn:ti~tee, Department ·•o.t: Comm~rce~ . National,.· Bureau.'"_ .. 

. · _ .. of:.' St9-ndards, Washington, · D ~ .:'6., .· t~:t;'rilina~·i'ori · ·n~t ·, . ·. _. ._~ 

· ·:-s.h~wn ·_, . , . . ·. . -~- · ; _ . , . .· ~· ~· ·:· _,<· .. ~ . :. _: .. ..; ... · .-;~: .. :> .. ·· :-. ~...:~ . -... 
. Appointed . (date ·not shown), _as bir~ct o~, :off,ice of · 1 ··;> · . . 

· ·. :.:::sc~·erttf~c Researc_l! .Cl:nd.Development, · w<1s~ing~?_n, p .. C.' '., ., .-. 
: ·terminatJ..on: ·not . shown-. - . - ~:. .. . -, · -·· 

! · ... · ~ · · . ·_ . ~· · · .' .' ~--.: .;. ~ . _ .. _ . .. · ...... :~. -~ , . _, . .. : ~ - ~ ... _ ~ i " . • • • •.. r . . _ . 

Appoin.ted A~gus.t· .6; -194.9;_. as·,Con,su~-~f;l.11t: to .. the · .:'._'· : ' ... ·_. 
• . . . _. ~~cret~rY. ?_f_~·yar ,: War .. ~:oe·part~ent ~ : ·J·qiry_t ~ R:~ ~~a:~ch ·· ··. · · ·~ .- · · ·· 

... ~- ~nd Develqpme.nt Board, :'Washington, .·D.C.-.,; ~erm1nated. , . . . 
__ :, .· ~·· .,. _ ·., -,"_Se,pte~b.er :-~9 ~: 1947, rE;!~:so_r:l, QOt - Sh9~~n • · <-'.__ . : .. ··;~ , .~ ._-".": . .. . 

. · · :· · .AJpo~n-ted, Sep:te:mber 3P~~: ~ :r947, . as ·9~~ii:man," ·:: B-~~e~;r'-~h·~ · ~ ~: · -·. · 
and .Development Board," ·N_ational Military Esta-b-lish-- · · .. 

· ~ · .ment': (f.ore-runt;te'r.: of .Department of :befe~?~., ·wa.shington, . 
D·.c .... ,. terminated:·on· October 14-; 1948,. :by resignati<;>if.;_.. 
·:~T~ .. : retu~~ to- .P~i v~_te inq~st~;y;. 11 

• . · • _-·, · ·or:.:;~·-:· · .· _ 

App~int~d_-.May 26~ ,. 1948; a~; doJ..i~·l?orato~, ·. :o~~·a.'itment ·-· ·. 
.. of the :Interior, Nat,:i:opai.' Park Service, .wa:sh~ngton;' ·. · _ . 

·' 

. ' . , - D~?:! ,. 'termiQa~e~ .. <?n .:J'up·~,}~, 1962·~·.· _?y:: s_ep)~.~~tJ..s>l1, · :·_ ·. ·-,;·: ~ · 
due to 11

IJ;1act~vJ..ty o_f ·t!:~s :appoin"tm~n~ ~?P: :m~r1Y _:v.:ea~s~: . · . 
. ~ . --. 

' 

: ~-. 

.. ,. __ 

o; f: ;. 

. 
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_. ) . ' 

. r .: ... ·t ,_ •• ~ :<_._..~ .;.·::.- .. . . ... -- =- .. . · ~ .. _ ~ ... -~ .. ~ .. ;~ ~~-: · .. ~ .. I •• • 

. . -Appointee.'·s- date. and.' {lla,ce·. of ·birth .w~re ·shown ·in.-· -··: · ··. _ · 
the ·records ·a.t the· Federa-l Rec·ords: .. _cent~·r,··.as .Marett 1;1;. 1890; ... -· · 
at· Everett,. Massachusetts~ ;_ .. ,, ... : ·. ·-:' .-. . · · · .-_ . ' , ! · · • · 

~ ' .. _ . • r ~ • • ,' ~..,... • • ' • ~ 
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tNvfSTIGATJON ... 

REPORTING ,OFFICE . DATE 

ALBANY . 11/5/65 
T!_TLE OF CASE 

VANNEV AR £6~ 
REPORT MADE· BY 

.. · . 
·. , · SA GERARD A. PERKINS 

CHARACTER OF cASE' 

. ·I T~PE~. BY . 

· ._. lnis .. · 

SPECIAL. INQUiRY 

REFERENCES : 

BUairte1 to WFO, .10/25/65 ." . ·· 
Butel to ·Boston, 11/3/'65 • . 
·New York ·airtel to. WFO, 11/2/65~ 

APPROVED \ . t1 , 
Bureau 

S PEC I AL AGENT 
IN C HARGE 

1 A1bariy {161-648) 

RUC -

. 
.. ... 

AGENCY·-··-- - -- ...... .......... ....... .. .... ...... _. •. ~ -· · • •···-· ~ ....................... ~ . .... ....................... .. 

REQUEST RECD .. ---------·····---- .... ...... : .......... ; :·-;_-- ............. ..................... ...... . ..... ....... ~~- .. -~ • 

DATE FWD •••. : •• --~------ ---- ------ ------------- -------------- -- ------ ---------------· --

U. S, GO VUNMrHT ""INTI NO O"'ICt: 16- 70'324-J 

,·, "\. 

·· . 

. ..... . 

DO NOT.WRITE IN· SPACES BELOW 
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~;f04,;.(Aev . 3 - 3 - 59) 

c~i'i UN.D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J~TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Copy to: 

Report of: · SA GERARD A. PERKINS 
0Gtc: 

Office: ALBANY 

Field Office File I : 161-648 Bureau F ile #: 

Title: -. 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

DETAilS: 

V ANNEV AR BUSH 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 

No record of General Electric Co. employ-
ment located. No credit or criminal record 
located, Schenectady, N. Y. Middlebury College 
conferred Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree on 

BUSH in June, 1939. 

-RUC-

AT SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 

Employment 

On November 4, 1965~1 IRecords 
Section, General Electric Company~ advised that she could 
laate no record for BUSH. She pointed out that their 
records only date · back to 1930. - She made inquiries and 
could locate no one nor is there believed to be anyone 
who is presently employed by the company that was there 
in 1913. · 
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This d ocume n t c ontatns n e it he r recomme ndations n or con c lus i on s o f th e F B I. It i s t he p r opert y o f t he F B I and i s loaned to 
your age n c y; 1t and It s c o n t e nts are not t o be distribut e d outside your agenc y. 
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· · / -: -" >· ~ On.Novemb~r ·.-4, 196~J .... ----....... I . c~edit ·.. . .. 
'l3~eau. of: ScheQectady;, advised that she co_uld ·.19Ca-te no · j: · _ 
rec·ord . fo~ :BUSH; - h _ • 

. , . . .... 
. ' . ' .. 

.• l Criminal 
.. . /f 

. -' The following . inves~igati,pn" was· .conducted by 
. ~A JAMES C~ MEE_, .~t Midd!'ebury, Vel;'~ont: . .. 

. ' 
. ~ . . 

. . . 

... ·._' On. ~~u"'rb~r 4 ·~ __ -196~,1 . . . . - L .. r .--.: . 
. ·I Middlebury C.oiiege, advised, _Eha¢· · ~neu; : . . 

. · ·. r~cqrd~ - r~veal. Middlebury ·college con£:.e;rred HQn:orary :Doctor ·· , 
·. of . Laws: ·negree on VA.NNEVAR BUSH in June,l93~, _-: a:nd·· -that it · 

· . ~as · prese~t-~d . with .th~.- foliow,lng cita~ion: ·~· ·_:. --·· . . . : . · · 

. <:::;: .. ·. · ··. ·--~~: _.:·,~A~~AR B~~~' - s~hoiar, ·enii~·eei, '.~clmtni_~'trat.or; :._ .·· · ·. 
· . - . · ·· not .o_nly in recognition. to-· youi< service of- sc·ience ·in ._whi~h -

· th~ . Navy-o~ - this· country -·has . b'en.efited but also in ~ecogni- · .. : . 

.. · .. 

· .. . : :· tj.on ·-of yo~~- ·-iong ~ssoc·iation with' and.· service ) ::o scOient;i.fic' 
advancement i~ ·_.education· i n. thi-s co~ntr.y, the Presitien~ ... and 

· · -fellows ·of l1iddlebury·- College conf'er -_ upon you ·the . -Doctqr· of .. 
. ·. ·La~s; . and by virtue of ··-the authori ty 'vested iri. me 'I .admi~ -- - .· 

you. to al~ honors ·.al:td privitege~ an1wher~ appertaining ~o ·this . 
- pegree ~~ · ·. -:_ . ,. · · , . .. . . · ~ · 
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11/5/65 

PLAIN 

TO% SAC, TAMPA 

FROU:· SAC,. wro (161-3359) 
0 . ' ' 

VAltNEVAll BUSH, SPI, BUDBD NOVEMBER EIG11T HBXT. 

nE B11AIBTEL OC'.OOBEB TlVE.~ FIVE LAST • 

WHITE HOUSE RB}UESTED. IIWESTIGATIOll OF DR. BUBJI FOR 

., ' 

b6 
b7C 

WHITE BOUSE STAFF POSITioN ON PA!mL IN CONNI':CTtON WITH . FOREIGN 
• < ' • ' - • • 

INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY BOARD. BORN NOVEMBER THREE EXG.IITBEN 

NIIm'IY, EVERETT, JJASSACllUSETTS, BESIDES CAMBRIDGE, MASS., tmERE . 

Im IS BONOaAllY CHAilUIAN OF Con:POBATION • MASSACHUSETTS ll1BTltu'l'E 

· 01" TECBHOU)GY. BEE mto't3 l'lBO J'Ol\ J!URTBER BACKGROUND~ . 

. BUSH WAS PlmSIDENT, · CAlUil!¥IE INSTITUTION OF WASJII}IGTON 

·I N'tHETEEN 'DURTY NINE m N't'l'moo.· t I'lFl'lC nw.l . I 
_BUS! Af CARNmiE lNS'tiTUTI oN · oF 

.

. i· WASHINGTON Pf!S~ BESIDE~ 1-.- · /Y 
I. . . . ~~ -----.. -.. -.. ~ ... - ..... ----.-.----- . . ' 

. ABSXOl-1 TO· BXPElUENCED AGD'l'S AND COND'IX:'1' NO NBtGDBOBHOOD 
. ~ .·.-. <' . . . . . /'1---f/&5::; J l 

~ INVESTIGATION .PER Bytu!AU INSTRUCTlOHS.NOT ·RECORDED 

. TMJPA l~, I 13 u ~li-./lNIJS ~fll v u~D · 
SPI!t P · -- ,: . : 

1 ... Teletype Un1 t ~ 
·1l- BUr-.i!aU 
·1 -- w:ro · 
. BUJ:elm _ . 

(3) .. ·,, . 
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PLAIN 

URGENT 

TO: SAC, NEW YORK 

FROM: SAC, WJO (161-3359) 
. ~ -

VANI~VAB BUSH, BPI. 

RE BUAIRTBL OCTOBER TfiENTY FIVE LAST. 
' 

b 6 
b7 C 

BUSH SEB.VliD AS DtBECTOR, OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC BBSEARCH AND 

D~ (OSRD) NINETEEN fORTi ONE TO FOUTr SEVEN. AND 

PRESIDENT, CABNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON NINETEEN THIR'lY 

NINE TO NINETEEN FinY FIVE. 

DR.. C.ABY:L P. liASKINS• PRESIDENT t CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF 

WASHINGTON PRESENTLY lN NEW HAVEN, COMNECTICUT AND NOT · 

AVAILABLE FOB COHTACT. WILL BE IN NBW YORK CI'.l'f NO'VEMBBR BIGHT 

tmXT. I ~Ills CONTAc~l hN ~ioo:cTICUT 
BY PHONE• INSTANT DATE, AND ASCERTAINED DR. BABKINS AVAILABLE 

FOB IN'l'BRVIEW ELEVEN FlPTEEN All NOVEMBER BIGHT NEX'l' AT THE . ·. t 
COFFEE BOUSE (A PRIVATE CLUB) FIVE FOUR W_EST I'OUB FIVE STREET, 

~- ~· 

NEW YORK CI'lY • . · BASKINS \VORKED WI'M APPOINTD IN OSRD AND 'WELL 
• . 4 

. . ' . . .. -~ 
ACQUAINTED~ . ·.w J 

..... _... _.. . 

- NEW Y~ JN'rmY'IEW DR. HASKINS AT TIME IND .. XCATBD~ AS['\_~SKINS - . - B u f1 e-r-t v r+ o~ 1 ~- fiD. . · 
HAS ANOTHER APPOINT!ttiNT · SHOBTLY TBEREAI'TER, SPI P 
I"'~ TeletJipa · thiit ~ · · . _/1 · 

r}: =eau . /b/-~/~S- Jr~- ·. 
ELN: elm· NOT RECORDED · ·. · · 

p: ~ (,); ~ 
~ ~ .· • ' J t J 1. • ~C~~ . I 6 JAN 9 196S 

• . • t_1 ·fi)I . .J 

"? 11 . ---.... ..,.... 
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TELETYPE 

TO: SACS, BALTIMORl• BOSTON 

PROM: SAC, WFO (1_61-3359) 
0 . 

YANNEVAR BUSH, SPI. 

zm· NEW· YORK. AIRTEL NQVEMBER TWO, LAST. 

ON! PILE RE- APPOINTEE REVEALED APPOINTEE HAS ~ ISSUED 
0 • 

VARIOUS CLEARANCES BY DRPENSE AGENCIES INCLUDING SECRET . 
. I 

CLEARANCE BY ARMY IN NINETEEN Y.!=Fl'Y. SIX, AS DIRECTOR OF MERCK 

AND COMPANY AND CLEARANCE BY OPFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH, BOS'I'ON 

AS OFFICIAL OF MASSACHUSE'l'rS INSTITUTE OP TBCHNOLOGY IN 

NINETEEN FIFTY SEVEN. 
. . 

BALTIMORE REVIEW G-TWO _FILE'. 

BoSTON ASCERTAIN STATUS OF CLEARANCES IN CONNECTION WI'lH 

·MIT. 

SPIN 

BUREAU ADVISED. P . 

0 • 

l. - Teletype Un~ t ·. · , , 0
- -

. (1'' - B.lreau .·_ ~ 0 

• • ••• • ·r -· WFO . _'· . 
\ 

ELN:glh 
.(3) 

~ ... : .. fJ", ~.... ·-~ ; 
.. ~ ~ ,.· . 

53 JAN 6 1966 

. 'I 

0 ... 

./bl~ ¥/~5;.. I '!J 
~.--M 

-N-OT-.RECORDEO 

ot~ JAN 3 1965 

~- --~ ~-
,' -~- . ...!.~ .•. 
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FEDERAL VBUR 

REPORTING OI"I'"ICE I OFF'IC£0F'ORIGIIIC DATE INV£:STIGATIVE PERIOD 

BOSTON BUREAU . 11/5/65 10/29 - 11/5/65 
TITLE OF CASE R~POI .b6 

V ANNEV AR{?u S H 

SA 

CHARAOER OF CASE 

SPI 

REFERENCE: Bureau air tel t-o WFO 10/25/65, 
Bureau teletype to WFO 11/3/65. 
Hew York airtel to v.fFO 11/2/65. 

- RUG -

b7C 

Re Bureau ietter to Boston 5/28/48 and Boston 
letter to Director 6/.5/!~8 in the case entitilied 11 VANNEVAR 
(NNI) BUSH, aka Van Bush, CHAIRNAlif OF JOINT RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPHENI' BOARD, DEPARTN.ENT OF THE ARivf:!, vJASHINGTOH, D.C. 
LGEn. 

.. 

Information contained in referenced Bureau 
letter is not being set out in this report because it in no 
v1ay questions Doctor BUSH's loyalty to the United States. 

Bureau 

1 - Boston (161-1452) 

,_ . . · .. 

CaNER PAGE 

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 00 NOT WRITE IN SPACES B£L,OW 

- .........::r NOT RECORDED 

25 NOV 8 1965 

-
Dluemlnotlon Re~ord C!~ Atta~hed Report Notation• 

--------.-------.---~.~~.----~~------~ 
Aqency . • , 

R eques t Reed . .: ~-. - ~ . 
D ate F wd. 

Ho w ·Fwd. 

B y 

I TYPEO BY 

ca-p 



.UNI,. STATES DEPARTMENT OF J.CE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ~ 

Copy to: 

Report of: SA 1.,.,.,.~-------..1 
Date: 11J5/65 

Office: Boston, Nas s. 

Field Office Fil~ fl.: BS 16HH452 Bureau File I: 

Title: V ANN EV AR BUSH 

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 

Synopsis: Birth verified from school records. No public record 
of birth located. Education, employment and residence 
verified. All persons interviewed recommend appointee 
highly re ability, leadership, character, reputation, 
associates and loyalty to the United States. Results 
of credit and arrest record c hecks set rut. The 
awarding of certain honorary degrees verified. 

- RUC -

DETAILS: 

Investigation ·tute of 

b6 . -~-
, ' _ b7C 

: 

Te chnology conr=~c~t~e~d~b~~~-,_~~---~~~~t Harvard 
Univ·ersity by at Lynn and Salem, Hassachusetts 
by SA CAftL J. ; a Providence, Rhode Is land by SA 

· I lat Hillia.mstcwn, J>1assachusetts by SA _ 
WALTER F. BRADY; at \·laterville, Naine by SA J OHN H. KENOYER; 
a.t vlorcester, Massachusetts by SA GEORGE E. HANLON; and 
the birth, credit and arrest record checks at Boston, 
Has ss.yhnsetts Jcrere made at tlhe request of Investigative 
Clerk[ . 

Th!s docume nt c ont c ! n s neither re commend a tions nor conclu s i ons of th e F Bl . I! is t h E' p r operty of t h e FBI c n ti i s l o <:n\ e d t o 
your ag e n c y; it a n d its c o n tents'"" not t o b e dis t r i bu t e d outside your a gency . 
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BIRTH 
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.·(. 

. :·· ... .. : ... . . . . . '. .. .. ·. . ... . . . .· ·•' : .. :~: . 
. ·" -~·-. ·. On November 1, 1965 .t.pe ·-records of· Tufts 

. Uni ver~ity, Nedford, Hass achuse'tt .. s,. Here · reviewed and' . . 
·disclosed VANNEVAR BUSH ·was .. J>o.rn at Everett·, t~r~s~achusiitts ·. 
on: Ha:rch 11, 1890. . · ,:· ----;,, -· "; · ' · · ..... "' 

· ·. · :>: ·. • o~ Novembe·r · '··~~< ~nd_: .3; 1965 . the fi'ies s>.f 1?~e J?ute.ajl 
c£. Vi~al -Statistic.s;· ·.S.tat_e · House, -: Boston-, · Mass_a,chus.etts,, . ... · . 

. were reviewed and di'sc1osed no-- reference to the ·bir.th. of · . 
'· Y AN1.ffiVAR ~U?!I ·a,t . ~.er~_tt, · Ivlass achusetts .. ~on Harch'-:l1:, -18.90;; · 

'. . · • ~ Nov~mber 4, 196_5·1 . . lc~ ty · · 
Cl'erk ' s· Office·,. City Hall, '3.\rerett, Mass.acfiusetts, at\vised . 
she co ul,d l 'oc ate no record ot: the b :tr'th . o:t: the .. appoirit'ee. ·. . . . ' ·. ' ·. .. . . . ' . . . . . 
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oY, November. 1, 1965J ~~~cirds · 
· ·office, Tufts University_, Medford,;: Massachusett;s, -.a.dvised · . -· 

VANNEVARBUSH, born_Marc-h 11, 1890 1n-Everett, - Massa~h:usetts, ~ 
.en:tered this G011ege· in September, 1909. Tfl:e··recopd~ ·. . 
. lndicated he· had · graduated·· from ·the Chelsea:; ·Massachusetts_, 
· Hlgh School ·~ but .his years of attend.arice there ·were not · . 
'·list_ed. He .. was .graduated from. Tufts Coll~ge on ' ~un~ 18, ·· 

. 1913, at wh~ch - time he wa~ awarded a BS· degree in~al 
· -- · ·tated the rec'ord indi"cated -he was· a straigh .. , · ... · . 
.· . oring, an~ also a Master of Science degree. -. 

. , : s u nt, and- graduated summa c.um_.J,.aude- in ele¢'tr.i~ai engihe.er..: 
.. ing. _·she stated he- wa~ . also. a!'la,rd~Cl. ~~.e ~:nor;rv r~gree . . '. 
~ · _of Doctor _of Science on .. June 13; ~- 1·932.) - stat~d . 
· ··there was :·nothing in. the : record which wou re lee .adversely . 
. . 9·n. his c~~racter, reput8..t .ion_, _associates or loyalty 1:;0 the . 

Uni ~ed ·States. · · . . · ...... . · .. ~ - . _, ., . 
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On N.oyember - .1~ ,1965,1 rl I · 
President, Tufts·. Univ.er;?J ty, Med¥ o~tt;=4\1~ssachusetts, advise~ 
records -o.:f he_r .office disclosed the · ~ppointee served, .?-s an 
instructor. in nia~hematics: during· the academic. year 1_914 to 

· ·1915, and was an Assistant P:rofessor of lA~ectri :al epg~ne_er-. · .· 
· ing for the . academic .year~ 1915 to 1919. L _ Jst;:t teg ·_. ·· 
'that the record also-disclosed that for·t e aca ernie y~ar 

• j- ~-

1916 to 191~- · -~e was a . Profe-ssor in pre-medica_l -~p!tysics.. _: 
lstated _she could .provide no· specific dates· · 

...._"'!"'C"'!"'o'!""n-c"'!"e"!"'!r'""!'n"!Pl .. n""'!'g....,."""'fie a.bove emr~qVm:~ n:· ... Oth;r · than i.t_. W~B (or~ t_he 
academic. years stated .. __ _ _ _ sta.ted the records · 
of. this. office also· disc ose e. served as a ·member of the 
Board· of· Trustees fr9m 1933 to 196_2: when he ·reti_red, and is. 
prese_nt1y a- ~rustee Emer_:i_~_us• ·. · ·. · . 

.I I ls~ated the ~ppoint~e i ls unooubtedly one, c;f' ' 
Ttl! ts Irt6St -d:J;stinguished .. graduates, whose reputat·ion _ ~· 
throughout the ·nationo for exclellence tri teaching and 
service to h·ls country i.s almost ·unsu,:rp~ssed. I : . • • • 

I o~ Nov~mbe;. 1, 1965j ;· - I IPre~ld~nt. ilJT-~. 
Y ... WES~, President ol'uf'ts. coilege, was unava·ilabl~. · . 
~ fnterview·,-· but ·that she had. ta·lked to him telephonically. 

and 'he stated that he ... c.ouid hot' ad-d anything to· .. the··.known' ' . 
' reputati·on .. of Dr. BUSIJ;.-in wh:1,ch~he·isknowl! ·.a~ an .. out;..~.: ·.~ ' · 
standing schol'ar and teacher anda. fine ·<,!ltizen who·has 
s_erved ·.Q.is_ country for .many _ years.·. I : 1 \ · _ ·I I " 
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' 'I ...:· ~ .. •' -;-,•, I' ' 'I ~ .. ,"ft,." ' ,,.,:.'':vi •,, • ·\~-~ • r ,• ~ o· • 

·:.. ... ; . ... · --2 ··~-~ -· :~, ... ~~·:_. .· .. -·\ ~ ·, , .. : .... ~,·,~, ;: ... ~ --.. ~- ~.;:·' .-.. ~:· ·-~ -· .: ·~~ -·-·-~: · :· ·i~'~· ·.:·: .. .. . ~--~· · · J · ~t. ', . 

. -.-. .. ·.; .·· ;. . .- . . - ··- . ~ .. < .";;/ __ : <.~=.:::;;,~~~~?"5··.-
0l.)e ·.of the. most ·remarkabie and . outstanding gemtteman ne · rias · .... -.... !:' · ... . \ .. .. . 

.. . • ·1 e·ver known. He ·said ·he is an .extremely learned, f:J.ne . - ~ · ·. :~ · :- ;;.' 
·: ·· :.::· scientl;st .and teacher,· and ·a .d'edic~ted citizeri'of th~ · •. :: e. ' 

. . . \ United- States, 'who -ha·s ser:ved on many'. commissions for .. ,_;:>. ; -
. ·. . ·.the United Sea tes Government. He· recoinmended h i m. without .· . · ,., · ·· · 

· ··· .. _;_ · r .eservation- ror any ·high pos-t tion: of"<tru_st · and ! c_C?rii'.td~enc~ ~:-. ·:<:· ~: -
• ~ • . •.- . • ' .. ,, • • • • - I .- • "'I ' :. • ~ ' • .. • 

·. .. -wi th ·'.the• .. :United S.tates Go.vennment. . · : · . . · . · ··.~.:. ... ·... . . . .- · . ·· ··.-;.. 
• ·-~• tl'~ ~ - '!.: .. -~- # _ : ,-. - _ :.· - •• _ . . .. ~ . ~ · . .. ,;, .. _ .... - · , · .: .. · ,.,.· ... • • • • ~ • .~ .-: .~ ... ~ - • •• • 

· . .. :_: .. O'n_ .. N9yem.be;-·. 4, :1;965, Q&~~~, Chairman of . th~:. Board ., 
· ·. of Directors, Gillette;:ratet~ifor Company, Boston,.· M~l:~sa:· . · 

. . ~.;· chusetts,. ~ad_vised he· has :Knowh . Dr~ VANNEVAR BUSH si:nce.: · . · ·.· '· 
. ·. ··,. · ~ : 1'936 as.: a feliow member of .the · Board· of Trustee·s of · both ... -~. ··· 
· · :. Tufts ·uniyersi ty and carnegie Institute of- ~ Te'chnology·. 

· · .:. He said .he considers nim . the most _.ou-tstanding mari.= he ' lfP.$ ·· 
.. ever .met .. He said he _is ·a person\ of ·the hfghest . .iritegrity, ~ 

·.· highly . intelligent, abOUf1dS with ·-energy, . is an extz•em~ly' .. .. 
· pard. worker, . outstanding as a scholar,~scientist anq. · ... · 

~ .· teacher, : and· _orie whose qontributi-ons -t9 the country -) ri·· .. · · 
· the f :i eld. of science and ·. s·cientific rei:{earch of, the· ·most · .. .. 

. . s~cret "natu~.' are unequall~d. _' He ·recoimnendeci him. ·wtth<?.lit . . ·. :. . ~ 
. .. .. :- ·- reservation for . any high pos-i t .ion· of trust ·ancr respon~db,t.l-i ty 

.. with · the United States Government·. · · ·. ·. · .. .. - . . 

.. 

·;_ : ·o~ ··Nqvem~~r Ji_, 1965, ·. J :udge JAQOB .LEW]:..,T .. Q~--.... Bost·o~ · M~_nl~ip~r · .-. ~ - . 
. : Court, · B<?~ton, -Massachuset€§'; 1rffi~ffib~r ·o!-the J;3oafd; qf · · .. · . . · -· · · · .. ·. 

·: · · .Trustee·s · of Tuft.s Uri;l v.ersi ty, adv>is~d he is not pers.¢nally · .. : ·· . . 
.. acqua1,)1ted with . t he .·appointee, having served. at ·oniy two : . ::·· . _. .· · -

· ... ·· _ ."m!3~tihgs with ~ him·~ ·· He ·stated, however.;:· he· is .fami_llar .• with · , > ·. · - ~ 
. ·. ·· the appo~ntee.' s reputatfon:· a s _an :out.stani:iing ·sc':ient;i 'st · ·and.· · · ··· · .. : · 

·. . · t.eacne.r, :~nd a~ ·ded.ic·a ted. · :c ~-ttze·n wh.o has. spent -m~~y . y~.ars .. . . · 
;tn ser.y-.1;-ng .. the United· States:·''Go.vernment ._ .. He sta~ted. -that . . .· .. : 
on the ··basis of .has Knowledge of the · ap.pointee' '.s r~put?-tl~n,. ·:· 

~· . ·he .:w.ou~d:)1?.ve · :ho 'hest ·tation :fn · recomniend·ing him .witnout . · .' ·. · ~ - · 
· · · ~iua_:L i. f.'.±catron·.--Kor _a _·posi,t~on or. tr~s~ -_ttnd: ·confider~~ · )11 ~h. :.· . 

·-the . United States· Government: . ,.., _ . · · .. :~. ·= • ·: · . · · • . - · · '... · 
. • - ;· . ~- . . ! ... . ~:. . -· . . . • .. • • . • - • 
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., <'· :- .· ·. ··:·:-.·N;v·e;b;r 2 .~96~~-~ I· · ·· ,··:· · -· .: · . 1: l Office of -tn e fFei.h dent, .. . · · · ·· ·· .-
Mass'achuse s·.· ns J..ute of Technology (MIT), CainbriO.ge;' ·· ·-- , ::. · :·~ ~.~-
i1B:-3sachus et·t·s i ·advised that- VANNEV AR BUSH w·as ~'t)orn. :: ·.:: .. 

~-r-1arch 11, 1890 a:t EVerett.; H,as'sa9husetts, arid. recef:v:,e<L · · ·. ·:: · 
·. \ . 'his_ B.S . and 'MS Deg~e·e .f'rqm c~ufts University 'in Medf9rd~ . ·:· ··;·. 

_ ~ Na~sachuset~~r in 1913.- _and .. _his Ph.D. Degree- in Elec~;~ical:· .. 
~ - Engineering j.:n 19],6. T.:rpm· ·MI,T ··and ·Harvard University. · .· 

: : In ·19;9 he· wa~~- in . .'cP,arge ,o,:f' ·:the" Electrical Engiqeeci:ng : . : 
· . · .De.partment ·at. IviT'r ~~<?-·from 1923 '-to· 1933 he _held a.· ·. · . _ .... 

.., Professorsliip, in··-~ne -~r~ '.depe~~tment ~ In l9J~ to 1939 -.. 
he HS.S"-m~<te- Vic'e<·Pre,::ddeht' ana:pe!ln of Engine~·ring·. a-t ' 

; ' ··· ..... 

.... ·:NIT; ·In -1939;'he :,Left }IIT:<:,and· became President·· of·· , .. · -• . ; . 
: · ... _, . . . ·ca-rnegie, Ins.tlttite' in -Washington, ··n;c.: '_He retttrne d~'~-~q- • · l · 

- · .. :_ !11: T in' l9 57 .· '.rhen,, he-~.w as ... niade · Chai rrnan . of the I'1fT : - ': .- ·• ;: . . 
.. · · '· co'rp~orat.:to~ .a,p.d:'· in '}959 ~·~e ,_ b~c~ . H6nora~-y Chairnian ·.and . .. : . ::· -· 

' ·: a,_:!,a·ife. m,emb_'~r~ of. --~~11-e_:': Ivli':r 'Corporation.- . . ~~· ;· ' · ' .. . " • .. ;,.._: . 
• -- • • • • • • - .- • + . ... • •. •• •• • '. tt ~"'· ... 

· ~- . : .· she --~·~;: · --~-'='o-=c-r::o-=r~· "'B!"m~H"'r--~r,s:r-...l.i:l...l.l.i;l~ilol.l.. ...... .li;l,~~iJ~"""'!!P--~-.-!!1!'!1""-J 
. ·· · · .. him _ a13 a . c:ar.~_rt.rr· and'·. . . . • . . e 
:~ .. .. ·_.the_ pre·sen t ;tim~: h~·:._sp'ehd's ~ ~pp:rox..frnate1y four day?( a we~Ji: 

. ;: ~-f ·-~~:·MIT I: ):la.s ~s. :'v!n ~·?r~i~e ::and:. is-' working jt?-st a~ . ha~d'.: 
· tod~y. as he d1d ~n the ·pa·s.t.~- ·She s!'ateq. tha.t he has_ .. 

·.··approximately twenty Honorary: Degrees and bas been .. 

·.· . .. 

.. o:ffered s evera1 more' but. ,he will n6t rother to go :after them~ 
Sh~ s_tate¢1· that. words cou.ldc not ,des~ribe. what an ··outstanding 
man Doctor BUS.H .is and the '~io rk .that he has. performed ~for . 

.'this -country'. : ·she state<;} :that hE!J s~a,n:l s· w~11ir:g and able ..... 

. ' 

. today to help the GoV.erl?-ment __ hi: any _way _possiple • . · · · . ~:·. . 

. . ~ 

stated. that. for. 'his age, BUSH-,.is ~n 
outstandi~"""'!!!!~~~_.· S_· worki'ng: j UE:!t. as hard t_oday .a·s· he·" . 
ever did'. furnished .. a bi'ograpb,ic slt!3t:yb. .. . .. _. 
:da~e'd S~pte ~ .. _ ?~ .. D~ctor_ ,YAI~fEVAR BU9H w.lliC?h._i~;·.:· 

. l . . ' . ·. 

,· 

. ,. . . : . .. . . . ~] 

. . 

. '. . ~ ' .. 

· . 
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attac_h~d to' tliis r~port as an. ·a·ppen.di:!(. 

·-.. 

. .• l 

: : · ·.:.) 1 stated~ ~h~t ther~iis :ro ~~esti op 
concerning boc.to~ WSH 1 s ··ability and loyalty. ·. . · ·~ 

· , . · . Doc'to:I' ~IiSt:A~"~~N, Pr.esident; tm~ · .. 
Gartibridge, _ Massac~e ts, · avse5)1. November 4, 1965· t~ t 

· . . Doc.tor VANNEVAR BUSH lead the scienti.fic ei'.f.ort during . 
· . \-lorld v(ar I-I . apd direct~d the a·ssembly. :or the. ·a.tbm~c . . 

-. ·bomb • . He is a -dedi·c:ated .. ·public servant. and has - .oe·e~ . 
· advisor to sever~-1 .. ~residents . and to Gongre.ss. . :. . · · 

. . . . Doc tor STRNrT.ON ~tated the on],_y · .thing one might 
·. thinl<; . in the· c·ase· gf ))octo~- BUSH is .that he is growing · 

·.old and due' to .~is .. age. of S (:)Vent y-five,.·he may h a ve·:· .. 
change~ his -ideas_ •. · Doc to'~ S.TRATTON state.d thi's is not . . · 

· true .in the case . of .,Doctor ·'BUSH. · His mind is clear, · .· 

b6 
b 7C 

., 

. . . .. he d~s ;.:the _. sam~ mari~ . tl¥\ t ·took · this·. country. th!'6ugh- -:VI or~~ 
.·War II. · His _j:u_dgment a~d de~isions have p.otqcliarig~d . .. .... . :: 
• I '" ,·, • • , "" I · ~ ·• • ': • ' • :~.' ' .. ·~··· .:."f ·•·., • "' ~ ,· ' .~ ... ' •' • ... : 

· · · ' . . . ·. . Doctor S_TRA'l'l'O~T ~t.~t'ed· ~' .there i,s no ' .o~e -·alive · 
·: . -t oday. that has ha.:d tne· ·res.ponsibili·ty_ of Doctor> : BUSH"-.·-··, .. 

- .. . . . . . 

- . . . n6ct·~·r STRATTON .. state.d 'tha·t rxitor "'BUSH. i~. f ·s .til~l .. 
capab-le of. j)erf'ormlng · any duty,· that· theGoveZ.runent, may· call · 
upon · hfm tor do. ·. and h~ ~-t ould. recommend him for any pos i tion . 

.. ... .; 

.. • \ 

c£ co.nfi,dence and : t.r.ti's·t~• · · · · 
. . . . . . . .. ' . . . . . . . ~ . . . 

. . - . . . ~· ~Docto:r. STRATT ON s t !j'ted .·that the ne~lly e .rected 
!»;_~b1.lildirig at a· . c ost. of .six and · o~e Q.alf'· million do.lla:rs. · .-. . · 

· ·'w.as · dedi-cated on. Octob~r ·1, 1965 as the· Vannev·a.r Bush ·:.-· _ _' ' 
. Building. ~e further 's ·ta:'t~ed ' that the fbllowing .. ifiscr:i.p~~ ·9n 

.· ·· appears on the ~arble wa11.·J,.n· the lobby of the Vanneve.r :. ,. 
· · Busll ·Bui-lding: ,· · ' · ' · 

.. ·.·• 

. ' 

"Dedic·ated ·· to. Vanrieva.r ·J3ush. 
- .Class of ·1916 · . . ' ._ 

•'. 

. '"An engine~ r.. -d~s·tinguished . fo~ his · 

. · ··creative con-t ·ributiqns to Science~ 
Engin~ering arrl· ,the nation-. · · 
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•
11 Honored for his achievenien ts 

research ap.d education 
in 

. -... 

·:·-

-1 .•• ~-_, 
· ··+''d'<' 

• -S, • 

,·· ' . . ·' 

. .. "For his devoted ~ervice to· the Hassachusetts ·:-··. ··. _:. 
.. Institute of ~echno1ogy _as teacher, admin~s-tr.ato'r.- -· · 

and. corp·oration_.mernber . · ·· ·.. . _ . · · · _ · · · :. 
• • • ;_ -- 4 ' • --· 

" "For his acclaimed leadership of the 
. Carnegie Instii!_ution o~ WB;shingt_on :. :_,._. 

11For his_ mobilizatio~ dliri~ World· ~iar 
II· of' the ·na ti ori' s scienti:ric resour.ces ·; 
to ~chieve advances in )ulitary Te_c.hnol·ogy 

·deyice in.Winning of the~w·a:r 

'tFo;r:- ru,.·s sta·t·e~man~hip .in fo~l:ating. 
and _advop atlng ·sound pp1icies ;f9r ·· 
the. _advanc einen.t of science, engineering 
and E)dUQ_ation •. -· . . .. 

·· -' ' 11-0ctobe_r 1, 1965": . 
·. 

.. . 

_:. . Doc to:r S-TRATTON stated. tha't Doctor· J. _ R. ·-KILLION-, 

... .: . .~ 

!. .• . .,_, .. 

... 
• f -~ 

. ... 

Chairman of the c·orporation, HIT ·, .is not_ available· fqr · ·. :·· 
· · · • comments [?ut ~if_ he were, he ·WOUld hav.e .. the same· c_ qmplim:in~- ~ 

t~ry . prai~.e for -D'octor ·msn. · .. '--_ ·· · ·· _ -·~- .. , ··:.. 
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· ·On Nov~mber ;!,, - 1965, _ Dr . ..:Jili.~C • . ~CAS~-lt- Presid_e.nt; ~ston · 

U~t versi ty, 147 Bay_ $titeftlc~oston, Massac~usetts,, .: .· · . . ·. . . 
. advised l}e .~as _ known. the: appointe·e - si·ric~ - l95g op <l 953· · -- -, ; .-· · 

. ,_,: · . He said the 9-PI?9intee :w~a-s. _qw,ard_eg an horio~ary qe~ree~-:J?.f · -. ' ; . .. . 
0 

- ... · " poctor of .- Sq.ience by BOston· University on _· June: T~-. 1959 · · • . · · 
·_ .. . ··· . ·.Dr. CASE ·s-ta t_ed 'the·· appoi ntee· i's 'or:te. or· t he most'· .o~t :.: · . · · <' ~ 
. _ ·· · standing fhdividuals h~ ---nas known. - H~ . stat ed th<i't :. he .-_ holds · . . 

. . · ·_·.-_' h~in_ . in . the _highest _regar.d , q.nd · ther~~ i .s- qo· ques tic?_n _._what-: --, · -· 
:· ~ · · _so~ve·r of hi·s _ great coritributi ·on to ~ tl)e:·-· welf are'··.9f .. thi s· ·:\ .. -. 

-'country:._: He stated his .distinguished ·record . pro~es. , +ie pas _,. 
... _·dedj.cated h:LS tcilent.s · to vai~iOus ~.proj-eCt~~ a·nd ·hi-·s ~pe·rror.rnance ;· 

. . : has been excellent in both effie iency :and quality · of. · . ·· 
leadersh:ip. '· H~- stated he· h?d no hesitation 11) recommending ·. 
him wfthout' reservation for any high posit·ion 'of tru·~·t __ _ and . ' 
re_spory.s i hili ty w:ith the ::United sta~es qovernm.ent~·- . ·:: ·· · • · 
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~· ,. · : on- ~ovembe~-- -3:, · 1~65. JJild'Eft ~ERT w. UILL:. .· 
70 Hash~ngton Street,·. Salem, HassacfulSe'tts, aav1sed h~ has · 
_known the appointee socially and professionally since · 
·wor~d ·war.-!' and IT).a.inly througri<' Ty.fts College acti vi t?-es 
·suc~h a.s.~ 'Alph?;' .Tau Omega .Frat~·rnity·, .. the Board· of ·_,Tpt-1;~ tees, .: : 
·and .othe-r:.com'mittees of the ·college.-. · · ·· · : · '.:. · · · · · 

.. ···-: . ~ ' .- .. '". . - '· -· - "'-... 

·.- ·· ·.·· .,:. ,,:.: ~~.;·:·.'Mr-_.""HILL s-tated· <-tba t~ 'BUSH is.- a person o·r·:e~ceilep.t; 
· ch?-r~~t.er;,-,·reput~tion·· ·ana-','issociates; lie is _a .bri:I;li~t ~ .. · 

. Jr .. ofes s·a-ona.;r:.IIJ.ar!} :tP.ere is absolutely no reason ·for a.ny'dne. 
_. fo ·_questiQ_X: . . ~r. ·d9ubt -- ~is loy'alty to' -'t~ 1Jnited ~~ayefJ/ and 
·, he· highly"· r,eco~:nds __ Q.im' for any p·os:i,tibh of trus:t and'':· 
· co:nfidence' ;.;· -.. · · ·· .... ·'· ·. · · ~ · , ... 
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BS 161-1452 - .. .. ....... 
. ,- ;. . On November $, 1965r -... ~-. 

0Boa-rd of.,Trustees of the ~eorge .I:"Utn?IJlfUn<;l, Inc~, ar:td. _:': - . . 
ih e Putnam Growth Fund, 60 ·congress Street, Boston; ·· · __ . 

· Iviassa.chu!=Je-tts, _advised Doc_.tor BUSH bee~ a member of the · - _ . ·; 
Board· of' .Trustees of the George Putnam Fund in 1956 , _· 
when he left Carnegie Institute. He became·, a member 
6f the Board of Tr-ustees· of the Putnam G·rov-Ith.Fund a year 
later in 1957. <-Bolli. are mutual funds operated as trusts. 

··; - He · stated -.that in April,.- l964 -the- funds- took 
over ·Incorporated Investors arid Incorporated Income Fund 
to th of which are corporations but·_ are .also· mutml funds. 
He stated tbS.. t the time they---were talren over, Docto·r BUSH 
became a memb·er of 'the Board of. Direc-tors of the latter· 
.two -~orporations. . ,. 

_. · -· _· I b tated ~~t the appointee -is· . an . -; _ 
. huts tanding_ individual·· of rare ability, is a hard worke-r . 
and. a._ dedicated public s·e.rvant. He recommen_ded hini ~thout 

· r_eserva.tion for a _high position -of ·tr-ust and confidence 
·'41-th · the Unit.ed Stat~s _Government ·based upon int~gr.i ty, -~ 
·.character, rep:utati ori·_; associa-Ges and loyalty to . the .JJnited 

· s·tates. · .. · · · - · · - · - · · -~-, . . . " - . ' .. . 

_ : _ -- .. ·. On ·r-ravembez:- 5, 1965 GEORGE PJ:!:NAH!z!R., _ P_r_es~dent_, 
· Putnam' I-1anagement Qompany:, 60~~~Wee~oston, · 
· advised he has served t-vi·th~ Doc tor. -BUS.H as a trustee o'f the· 

Put'nam Funds_ aqove roontioned ·-~and 'th~ tt-to corpc;)ratio_ris . , 
above· mentioned-as members -·-of the- 'Board- of Directors. . _ ... 

. ~e -stated that since 1956 he· has --been· in frequent conta:ct 
with Doctor .BUSH- and conslders him one of the most; outs.tanding · 
men he ' has ever met. He ·Stated :·there. is no compulsorY'. ' . . 
ret_irentent -provision ~n cc;>nnection vii tb. his_ posi tio~s 8J:ld 
he: recently' ·agree:d tp ser:v-e. another ye-ar. ··-~ · . '· 

, • "' a 

.. '• . . 
' ·~ . ,.. -~ 

--

. . .. ;. ; . . ·. -· ·. . "' 

-· . Mr. PUTNAM s.tated _:;the appointee ls v·e ry bright, . :. _ 
_ alert a"qd'active for .his age:. -:l;fe_ said J!9ctor BUSH --would n,o_t: · 
perrilit himself to-serve if_:he- thotght that his--·facu-lties 
\:Jere fail-ing in ~y v.ray. He recornme~de_d the a.p~pqintee _ 

··without reservation f.or ·a position .of high trust and. · . 
. responsibility -with the United. States Goverrime'nt bas:ed .upon 
:.abili_ty, .e1;1ergy, good· character~ reputation, associates and· 
loyal:tY to ·the Uni'ted States. · :: . - _., -· 
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,.....--..,· · On• Noveni>er _1, 196S·J I· . . I tsene ral. Electric Company., . 1~00 ·1'lest~~n· Avenue, . .' _' . 
. Lynn, · 1'1assachusetts 1 advised that there is no of-fice :.i-n .this 
. co"mpany where·- any records. fo former employe-es would be<kept • . 
fb r m6~e than. fifteen ,y~ars , after the termination. of .the~r 

~employment and there i~·no:·way tp ver.if'Y the appoint~e's . 
employment -w.ith this ·-.firm in 1913. · · ·· ·,·:-.:·:· .. 
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/ _. . ·· .. : -":r ·t . .·, . ' 

. -·- ~ :~.::o-q. November 1, ·1965 ·noNALD ROBTI~SON, Chief,· .. ,_ 

.. , . :~ .. ~ . ,. 

.Belmopt~.-'Ma.'ssachusett~ Police;-_Department, advi s e'd Doctcjr · 
VANNEV1tR-·BUSH and his V?ii'e, ·.PHOEBE,- reside at 30!~ ·Har~h · 

· · -. S-treet: in: that ·to-wn·.- ,._ ·. :· ," .- · ·, · · . .-

. -. ·: ... .----- :( ·~~e_r: ~-omi~T~-61~ .;·aid :.they I - h)~~'t;r.::· .' :.- . 

,. 

.. -· ·· 

·. -. . :RlCHAJ1D_.~~Di $"QSH,. a.·_surgeon who .. resides a-t 11' Locu·st· S,treet, J; Belfuonh ~•a.\Ihuse"tfts.! . . ' I 

f: • ·~ • ' 

~ "' ..... _ 

... ,. 
. "._ ··- ~ . _.·>~].: ·:t' :-::·::;:·" :·· ·_ _ .C.RED~·.:--::_· · : .-. . .. "'-. ___ · _- , :. ' , 

·, -· : \ .On' ~oyei-nb er· 2, , 196.5 personne-l . .. qf·:·~he , ,C_redit '_ ~.ure~u- .- ·· 
of ·_Gre·ater. ·Boston, 11 .Beacon Street; Boston, H~ssachusetts, :· 

·- r1hich· ·agency cov:e:rs· J3elmont,. Nass:achu~etts, .- a.dyis'ed the._· ':··/ -. 
·if le~J' -of thfs ·-bureau. di'sc.los eci:· Doc tor- VAift-rEV AR 'BUSH- and his· · · 

'· -,~,fe~ PHOEBE D._ .. BUSH,- 304. I1~rsh'S·t·~~e~; Belmont.;·r1as'sa- -· _· , -~· · 
· ch usetts,; ha.ve a·--s9;:ti:sfa.ctory: cr-edit· rat~ng ... . · .. > ... . _ ·_·.!, - : .,_ .. · . ., 

,·..,_.,oJI •,"'~~~.-~~· ,(: .. ... .. ~::: ·_ •. · • '• .'~ • 
0 

I ; ... ~ , ·., 0 0 ~0 _ · '\,,~-~ ;'• • ., _.., O ·-- :·. 

00~ 0 , 'I OJ · •• ,- ~- • •• ~ 1 o. IJ 

-~ ·- :· · · -... _ .. ~. ::::!- _:_ The recQrd iioted thit. Doctor BUSH~is retired, .. _: . 
-·~ - -- ··_ .. ·' . · ~s ·a :T.orrnef ·vtce.' J?ie'si_dent.·o'r MIT -~d rorme:rJ..y Pres·~aent · ... , 
. _ -., ... ·-. ~of, Carnegie Insti:tute' -o:f. ,,•!.ashingto;n, D· .. c· .. .-. :, -. · · •· · · 

I •· • • ' ' ' . • 'f 

:.'· ·.·. · - ·_. ·. ~-o+l _'irwe~ber ·1., .•. 196-5.1 1· 
·C,red:i,t---Bureau of Greater Lynn, 100 Monroe_ :stre~t, Lynn, . 

. _. ~Ma3s' achus,etts#. advis ~d O:e~.- .could l'ocate no -infor_matio'!l'· in 
~- the r·ecords of -!:;hat.- b.11reau - ~_denti-fi~ble ~ith the ap·poin:tee •. 

•, ~ .. .J .., •• 

' A:RREST' : < ,_.;· -: .. , 
..-.....~--- .. ::· . 

·, ' ; 

. . --~ . ~ .. . - " :- ' ' ,:· · . . 

. . . On November ·J,- 1965 personnel, Off~ce of the 
Ma.s'sachusetts Commissioner o:f Proba'ti6n, S~O.lk County · 

. Cour:thouse, ·Boston,- Ha.ss~whusetts., a central-r~posit_ory · 
' .for all trafi'ic and criminal conviction records in the 
c·omino~wealth o-r I'1a.ssachusett's, · 
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The ~bovE:l' personnel of the Of:f.ice· of .the · · 
t1assacquse.tts _C6!!1--11iis~io.ne·r: ·or Probatio~; advised the . · · 
files of · t·llls. office ~contain no record · identifiable with . 

. Doctor-·VANNEVAR BUSH, Mrs. PHOEBE BUSH, nee DAVI~, _alsb. 
known as Jvlrs • . VAHNEVAR BUSH, or RICHARD D. BUSH;_; ' · ·. 

t·. . ... . • 

. i 

:i~ ~· ~~ 

;!?~ ~~ ~ 

'f . 

· , 
~ ·· .. . . 

. . 
, ; ·· . . 

, · 

· · -~ .. .. ·6r.::i~~~enfue:r:- 1.; 1965 Chief DONALD ROBiliJ1NS.6N·; .... ·. 
·Belmont, lvlassacht,tset.~s Police Departmat, advised the file~ - · 

.. of this pqlic·e\'~department. contain no inf'ormation identitiable 
~ ··with the 'appo~ntee~ ~or ·memb'ei'·~( of his family as .I?-amed ... 

,• . ·"' 

... 

·above.·< .:· . ·· ·.· .·.-·.·<····. · : · ·. . . 
. . .. ·. 6n~ :~{~~~~b-.e.~. 4, .. 1 9~$~ . . . , ,. . I. · · 

. Records Office 1 · cambridge, Hassachusetts Police¥ Depar~ment, 
·advised -~he riles ·or· this department· ponta.in rfo: .'record 
_i:dentifiaPle· ~i:th. ~h~_-.. appoint~e • . _. · . ·: ~ ... .. p • • 

. ..... . .. 

. . 

· · : · On No~erri:> er· l~,~-.19~5 Chief DM(rEL HIDIDERSON:/. · . 
Need!1-am1 _r~ass achus ett.s·. Pol-ice: Department, advised th ~r,· , 

. , 

. f~~Eis of ·this ~epar~ent co~tain·no·r_ecor.~. i~en~ir;table · .. 
m t~ I · ' · · · · · · · . 

. • . . . ~ . ! : . • . . . . ' • . ~ .' < ; . . ' . . . ~" : . . ·. . . ::. . .. : 
. . . . . ~-. On·Nq.vemP·e.r> ·4, .1965.·- Chief JOS}J}PH 1 3. ·ZOIT01·. ~ 

Willi.amstown-;--.Masss:chus·etts Po.iic e Dep~a!>tmerit~ ·advise'd· .·. ,.; · 
the rrl~s. of. .. this·· de'pa$-fin':ent >ccnt.ein .no' record ident"i·-

.. ·· 

. ·.: 'fi 'able :with n_c·c,~?:r. ·:~A~~Al! .~u.sg._· : · · 
. . .·. o~. l'idv~~·e~·::4;, 196~,-..---------....;...---.....;...;----___,1 :,. .. · · 
W.orce~·ter, Massac:P,usetts ' ·Police· Department,- adyi~ ed :th~.: · 

. .. :files. -of' ' tp.is depa.x;tpt.ent contain_ .,no ~e.cp,rd . .i4entii'ia ble ' 
~ ·. ~ .with:._.powc·to~r-_VAN·NEVAR BUSH·-··~~c , ~ ·. ~ · ~ 
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. _ . .. On ~ovember 4 ~ 1965 J I_ ~t~t-e "' ·' · 

. ; -

. ~ure_q.u . ·of Id~nti.fica\ion, Maif!e Stat~ Police Headquart_er,s ·, 
Augusta, Maine, .advised SA JOHN H. KENOYER ·that . the arr·est 
~ecq_rds .of tha~ _agency are negative: cc;m_o~rning VA~NEVAR BVSH_~;. > 

-~ .... ' 

. . : .: .. : · · .·.: . On .Nove~ber 4, 19p:;> ,I i I ~· · . 
Watervill~~ '-Maine Police -Department advi·sed· SA JOHN H. . · · . ' 

':··KENOY-ER ·that V.ANNEVAR 'BUSH has .-never been ·arrested by that 
police··: ~.epartmerrt; · · · .. . . .· · 
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.....,;.;.........;..._......lilo"n Novembe,r~ ~~ _I965·,·L.I '""!!!'!!"'-------!-"""!'-'!!!"""--~r 
I IRec~-:d Bureau, Lynn, r1~_ssachu~etts~. Po:J..:tce 

·. oyepartrnent, adv~sed. she.·; ccu ld' locate no .·~nfo.rrr!l tion in 
the -r~co'rds 6f that departm.~nt identifiable Hi th the 
~.po~nt~e. · · 
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UN.D STATES DEPA~TMENT OF .TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

~M5~ 
- <: 

Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: Office: Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Field Office File #: 

l1/5/65 

161-3.63 Bureau File 1: 

Title: 

Chara<:ter: 

Synopsis: 

VANNEVAR BUSH 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 

VANNEVAR BUSH re~eived honorary Doctor of 
Science Degrees at Carnegie Institute of Technology, 
2/22/48, and at West Virginia University, Morgantown, 
W. · Va .. , 4/26/47. 

- RUC 

b6 
b7C 

This d ocumen t conta tns ne ith e r recommenda tions n o r c onc lusJons o f the F'B l. It Is the p rope rty of th .. FB I and Is loaned t o . 
your aqeney ; it and lts cont e n ts ore not t o be dis tr ibu t e d outs id e y our a ge ncy . 
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uNWEo STATES DEPARTMENT oF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

b6 
b7C 

Copy to: 

Report of: 
11/5/65 

I· Office: -ARK U'l:t'll1 ft:IDSEY 
Date: _.RDP 1 .l'I.I:IP CI.IIIQ> 

Field Office File 1¥.: 161-826 Bureau File 1: 

Title: 

VADEVAR BOSH 

Chacacter: 
SPECIAL IRQUmY 

SynopJiJ: ···c·· ,,, ... ,.F~-~ • . .• , .. ,.--, .· · .· · ,-
Appoioteezeceived hoDorary degrees from Rutgers University, 
PrincetoD Uoivers1ty, and Stevens Institute of Technol~Y· 
Appointee •as a member of the Board of Directors, Merck 
aDd Co., Inc., from_.ll/22/49 to 4/24/62. aDd waa .Chairman· 
of the Board from 12/17/57 to 4/24/62. V.A..HMEVAR BUSH -still 
acts as. conau1tant -to Marek and ·co., Inc .• _ As~ciat~s at 
Merck and Co.,- Ine., · r"c0111118nd appointee. :JO credit or 
arrest record for appointee. · · 

- auc-
DETAILS: 

BONORARY.DIGREES: 

STEVEBS INSTITurE OF TECHNOLOGY 
HOBOKEN 1 .MEW. JERSEY . -,· . - ~ . ! ... ·-:•-, • . ~ 

~- ,_ . ~ ·•-' :.. -- ~ 

advieed oil November .4, .1965,. tha:~ VANRBVAR BUSH ga:'e the ,, . 
commencement address at this 1nst1t~~~ ~~ _May_l, 1943 .' She 
advised that he was givea a Doctor o~ Sc1e~ degree ·on~~ : · 
1 1943. She &~~Vised that the President azr3 the Vice President 
of this institute are ao longer connected with Steveus Institute 

I;., ~=nola: land she knows ot ·no one who would kacnr the appointee • 
. _ __ __stated that her records do not contain a citation 
....,"!!!!or~ll!"'. --.""'!app~""'!!o~atee or informatioD concerning h1B background. 

Thls document contains neither recommendati<ms nor conclul!;ions of the P8!. It 1s the properly of the FBI and Js lo<>ned to 
your agency; it and itt: contents <He not to be d(str1buted outside your agency. 
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: 

· · · · · · · Op November 5, 1965·, J J · ·· 
, · Public Rel~~~o~ ~part~~t, =- ·Ri;gerl, the staw ud~ver~it , : . 

· . · : .. · . ~f!\1- Br~~~ck, ,_N«!.W ~ J!tr,~~~- ·. advi,~d t_~at V ~'VAB:.:BVSJI was ·. 
: .. _-.... a:1:.~ded · t~.-~ -~~!l_~~ii!C,·~~D~~Y.Do.c;t~ ~f. Engi~~gg;l)egree, · 

· .-~ ~ D_._,,~ ,_lr.a2 .. ) ,~ . ..,"'":.·~-~ -, ._, .... """, ... \..:. · __ _ 1 :..-::- #~f:-7- .. -.-~" ... ...- - ._~ _~ ~ · . ·.·~ , :'f .. ~ · : · 
• - , , .• • , ,. ..... ,... • ,._ · - '!':' ~ ....... "-" • r-1- C:..1 • • ~ ,. , oJ-..-i,._~-, .- ,J. ..... ~ - _.. .....- . •- - : ~ -~ . ~ 

· ·-~~--~: .;~---~~t3 ·-:.:~·~4:~~}\::::;~~-;o? i~__.\,· y-~~~~-:-'J.~~-~-~--:-~ :~-~ : ~~_ ...... ~ · :· :· .. --... ~ e.~~ : · 
. , · :-~- ·.,- .Li:.;~:~:- · ;.S~q~.,_ssf~~ _,1.nv~a1;1gat9'; ;~· ~llSpiring -teache.r., ~capable 

~ill~&tr&~~-, ·-·Y~ .~Il~v.e·.:.~~otf:l:'ibuted notably to the Science . . · 
of Electrical Engineering today , without thought of .. self. You 

.: - are devoti~ .. Y9~,~~~: ·t~e~t.~ · ~o ; :~.- eerY1~ .of. thit;&. " . : -:.~ ; · 

.•, 

· · · · ~C?.Unt~y~21Dt.,Jl!X:~'":~~.:of .•. tJ;~~-fr::_:'$.'l:le f'!t~• ~~yopd t~S..~ p~aent· 
d.-.-kn~s~ i.EJ .b~~gJ:rt wi~b·. tl:le premise of a better life -~Of·· , .- :, ,> f·· 
lllankind ·flowing froiD your researches- and those of yoar fell<JW· : 
scleDtistsfA; I~::r!~91n1t.~oD.~~- _your:~:.~ta~e~e•~~,. ~ ·~ ~gine~r. 
~.- ~Q~\ Y011J:':.t~~~&Q.~1~ .. -c9nt._J;"i~t~~~ ~o~~c~_Qtr·,, I_.~ ~C?~f.er --- · 
~~9~~ y~u;. ~9nor:~~- c~.'!'&,;{~'\4egree .. of Doctor of Enginee~ing .• 

· .. -~2 -. 



NK 161-826 

l ladvised that since April 24, 
1962, th appointee nau aol.e some consult in work for 
Merck and Company, . Inc. , and he is still considered a 
consultant fdr the oompa.ny. Be noted that tbe appointee ts 
records indicate his home address is 304 Marsh Street, 
Belmont , Massach'usetts, and he was born March 11, 1890, 
in Everett., Massachusetts. 

I looted that .BUSH has received. the 
following clearances in connection with his work with Merck 
and Company 1 I DC • I 

On November 23, 1953, VANNEVAR BUSH was grauteci 
a secret clearance by the Head of. the First Army, Governor's 
Island, New York, New York; 

On November. s, 1959, VANDVAR PUSH was ,granted 
a seoret clt:'arance by the Ifead. of the· Jirst ·. Army, Office. 
of Assistant Chief oi. St&ff G-2,· Intelligence Industrial. 
Security Division, 35 Irving Place, New Yor~ 3, Hew York; 

On Oc~ober 26, 19S9, BuSH was- gr~ted a .. &ecret clearance 
by the Bead of the First Army, Office of Assistant Chief 
of Staff G-2, Intelligence Industrial Security Division, 
35 Irving Place, New York, New York; 

~ . .:. . ~. ,. -

· .. on August 29, 1960, BUSH was granted a secret 
clearance by the Inspector of Naval Material, 1130 Route #22, 
Mountainsid',. New Jersey; -- --- :..,... .. _:' . -r ;.. . - - , _ 

• • • j ""'. . • ,. ..... ( - · 

I stated that tbe abov~ clear uces 
for BUSH ._w_o_Ul"":'""'!ldl"""":""h-av--e-t:-e .. r-m""'llr-n-ated when he left the· Board of 
Directors of Merck and Company, Inc., on April 24, 1962. 

lstated that he did not feel he was well 
~e~n!""!!o~u!"!!!g!'ll!!h~ac~qul!!!"il~n~tP!e~a personally with BUSH to· comment on ·his · 

character or loyalty. Be noted, however, that BUSH has 
tbe highest type .of recommendation as to character and loyalty 
to his country. 

Merck and Company, 
, , at e as known the 

on a bus1nefll profess.1onal and social 
.laowo!_ ... _. .. hile the appointee was on the Board 

of Directors of Merck and c~· Inc. , he would normally 
meet for Board of Directors meetings about oDMf a month _ 
aDd would.probrblv attend afber compapy meetings three or four 
times a year. _ _advised that since t~e appointee 

- 3 -
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received. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JJTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Copy to1 

Report of: 

Date: 11/5/65 

b6 
Office: New YorkJ New York b 7C 

Field Office File tf.: 161-1923 Bureau File 1: 

Title: VANNEVAR BUSH 

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 

Synop•i•l Appointee received honorary degree ~~ from 
Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn. Memberships in 
Carnegie Corporation of New York, American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company and Institute of Electrical and 
'Electronics Engineers, Inc., set forth. Appointee 
received 1953 Award of Merit from American Institute 
of Consulting Engineers. No credit or arrest record. 
Newspaper files contain biography and articles 
concerning appointee. 

- p 

ENCLOSURES 

One copy of ablographical sketch concerning 
.Dr. VANNEVAR BUSH, Exhibit A. 

One copy of a news article captioned ''Astronaut 
Plan Termed a 1 Stunt 111 J Exhibit B. _ 

··one cop?. of an article from "The New York 
Times MagazineJ 1 Exhibit c. 

This d ocument conta tns neither recommenda tions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the p r operty of the FB I and is l o a ned to 
your aqency: it and its cont en t s crre n o t t o b e di s tribut e d o ute ide your agency~ 
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ENCLOSURES ~3) TO BUREAU 

VANNEVAR BUSH 
SPI 

• 

Enclosed for the Bureau are the following: 

~-

One copy of a biographical sketch concerning 
Dr. VANNEVAR BUSH, Exhibit A. 

. . 

One copy of a news article captioned "Astronaut 
Plan Termed a •stunt'", Exhibt B. 

One copy of an · G}rticle from 11The New York 
Times Magazine,' Exhibit c·. - , ~ 

__ __ .. 4 

NY 161-1923 
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SCORES SPACE 
Dr. Vanncvar Bush, . who 
criticized effort to · place 

' ruan in space as "a .stunt." 
'. . 
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~-" FEDERAt BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION .. 

~""'""" 0 =TIMORE I 0~·~;;;;~~-
[ TITLE Of CAsE 

I DATE IIN~S~~~~~6;10D ' 

11/5/65 

APPROVED 

REPORT MADE BY 

V ANNEV ARqUSH -
. . CHA~~I ~~~c 

·. . · .. 
SPECIAL INQUIRY 

REFERENCES: ·. 

New ·yo-ric.· airte.l to WPO, ll/2/6S; . . 
·New York te~etype to Bureau, 11/3/65. 

-RUC-

·ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 

Appointee's G-2 f1le: X8115547, made available 
for review by Col. ARTHUR R. BLOM, CO, USACRF, Ft. Holabird, 
Md. 

·A* 
COVER PAGE 

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE DO NOT WR ITE IN SPACES BELOW 

COPIES MADE: .• 

'fl. Bureau 

1 - Baltimore (161-1803) 
-- . NOT RECORDED 

3 NOV 8 1965 

- -
.. I 

Dlueminotlon Record of A'ttesclil'~ Repoi-t Notations 
--------T-------r---~~~~~~------~ 'tr. ., .. . ... . Aqency 

R equest Reed. 
. ~ 'I 

v , ·. ~ 
Date F wd. 

.. .. ., ., ·-
• I • . -( .. ~· ..... / . 

I TYp£DBY 

. mmm 



Copy to: 

U.ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF.STICE 
-- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Report of: ~~EMBER 5, 
BA 161-1803 

VANNEvAR BUSH 

Office: BALTIMORE 
b6 
b7C 

Date: 1965 
Field Office File fl.: Bureau File fh 

Title: 

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 

Synopsis: Review or G-2 files reflect~ no unfavorable 
information. 

-RUC-

DETAILS: 

AT BALTIMORE~ MARYLAND 

The files·of G-2, u.s. Army Counterintelligence 
Records Facility, Fott ,Holabird, made available by a 
representative·or that· agency werereviewed on November 5, 
1965. These files reflect that the appointee was·granted 
a "Secret" . clearance on November 23, 1953 based on his 
appointed.position as Director of Merck and Company, Inc., 
Rahwayj New Jersey. ' No investigation was conducted by 
the Army during this period conce~ing the appointee. 

G-2 files further reflect that the appointee 
was the subject of a background investigation conducted 
by the Department or Defense based on the appointee's 
position as the Consultant with the Office, Chief of 
Ordnance, The Pentagon, Washington, D. c. This investi
gation was completed on May 39, 1957, during which no 
unfavorable information was developed concerning the appeintee. 

. . ,. . 
. ' 

Based·on the results of the above investigation,· 
the appointee was granted a "Secret 11 clearance on February 
2., 1959. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and Jts contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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BA 161-1803 

Tnese files further reflect that the appointee 
was the subject of a favorable National Agency Check ·· 
completed on January 21, 1958, based on appointee's 
proposed appointment to the Civilian Advisory Group at 
the Army War College, National Strategy Seminar. 

0-2 files contain no additional pertinent 
information co~cerning the appointee. 
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PLAINTEXT 

TELETYPE 

TO SAC ST. LOUIS 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI 

0 

URGENT 

VANNEVAR BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY. 

11/5/65 

RE YOUR AIRTEL TO WASHINGTON FIELD NOVEMBER TWO, LAST. 

FURNISH DETAILS CONCERNING tt DECLARATION OF APPOINTEE'' 

SECTION OF SF DASH 3IXTIDNE ·DATED NOVEMBER TWENTY, ONE NINE 

FIVE THREE, WHICH BUSH REFUSED TO EXECUTE. IF NECESSARY, 

FURNISH COPIES OF APPROPRIATE FORMS, 

Tolson __ 
Belmont __ 
Mohr_,___ 
DeLoach __ 
Casper __ 

HANDLE IMMEDIATELY. 

DHY:EGP 
(3) 

Callahan -- FEDERAl. BUREAU OF INvtsTit>ATIO'' 
Conrad · "!: ~: .P~!'ftTiw1Ei'iT OF JUSTICE r. 

6~:: 5 3 J ArNNl% .. uN,'Jc ~661 s1:crm~! 
Rosen I Q ~; 196t::" 
Sullivan t. '" • 

Tavel "7. L._ ~ r:," '("""": 
fu~ I ~f 
Tele . Room_ "P,'~'" ~7'V".)r;:;"l .J.; J,: .. =" '"-.b. .L. ..,_ t-
Holmes _ _ 
Gandy _ _ _ MAIL ROOM D TELET YPE UNIT 

NOT RECORDED~ 

16 JAN 3 1966 

-



FBI ST LOUIS 

Ji'BI WASH DC 

fEDERAl. BUREAU Of INVESTIGA uoN 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUS' .. 

COMMUNICATIONS SEC'. 
NOV U 196Ei 

. C) f..,.,_ 
TELlMVPE 

11~16 AM EST URGENT 11·5~65 JXM 

TO ST LOUIS 

FROM DIRECTOR 1 P 

VANNEVAR BUSH, SPECIAL INQUIRY~. 

RE YOUR AIRTEL TO WASHINGTON FIELD NOVEMBER TWO, LAST, 

FURNISH DETAILS CONCERNING "DECLARATION OF APPOINTEE" 

SECTION OF SF DASH SIXTYONE DATED NOVEMBER TWENTY, ONE NINE .. 

FIVE THREE, WHICH BUSH REFUSED TO EXECUTE. IF NECESSARY, 

FURNISH COPIES OF APPROPRIATE FORMS. 

HANDLY IMMEDIATELY. 

END A NO ACK PLS 

SL.~~GED / 

FBI ST )'OUIS 

TU CLR 



FD-2 68 (Re9 . ~I-59) • 

. .. 

I 
OFFIC E OF. O RIGIN .(. 

BUREAU · . 11/5/65 

REP ORTING OFFICE DATE I INV~STIGATIVE PERIOD; 

l 11/ 3 · - 4/65 NEW HAVEN 
TITLE OF CASE . 

() 
RE~il no ·n m· I TYP.~D leY 

~~-~~~~~--------~~~c -~~~ 
CHARACTER OF CASE 

VANNEVAR BUSH 

SPECIA~ .INQUIRY 

REFER~CE: New York airt~l 11/2 -and teletype 11/3/6~. 

RUC 

·' .ADMINISTRATIVE: 

No credit ·or criminal· checks were made .. as there is no indication 
that BUSH _spent any time ·in Connecticut other ··than receipt of · 
honorary degrees which normally consume one day. 

\ 

APPROVED 
SPEC IAl. AGENT 

IN C H ARGE 

· • ""!' . Bureau 

l - New Haven (161-691) 

DISSEMINATION· RECORD 01" ATTA. CHED REPOR T • ·r. ·, •. NOTAT IO NS 
- - - - ---.----:---:---:-----::-'------:----'-'-':-1 v . '. .. 
AGENCY ................... ~--- ---- c··--··: ......... : ... ---·--······· ........... :~.----

' A* -
AEQU£ST R ECD . . .. ................. ............... ....... .. ~ ... ..:. ........................ .. ... ! ...... • ...... :~ ............ -: .... . .. .. .. ... .... ~~~--~ ~ ~~ ~ .. ~ . • 1 

DO NO T WRITE IN SPACES BEI..OW 

14 NOV 8 19,65 

DATE ,-wo . ••·••• ·.--- ----------- · -- ---··-- ···----·--· · · · ··· ··· ··· · "··· · ··-'······----ee ER PAGE 
HOW FWD, ... ... . . ........ ;~------ ··" ·---~------·--- - ---··---- --····· --- - - - --········ 

BY ......... ~· ........ .; .... ...... .................................. ------------ ........ ...... -----~- ----- - ----- ____ :.. ..... .. ~--------

JAN 6 1966 



Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

UN.ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ~STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION __ 

Olfice: NEW HAVEN 
5, 1965 

b6 
b7C 

Field Office File II: 161-691 Bureau File 1/. : 

Title: 

VANNEVAR BUSH 

Chatacter: SPECIAL INQUIRY 

Synopsis: BUSH received honorary LLD at commencement exercises 
Yale University, New Haven, Conn., 6/8/42; also received 
honorary degree .Doctor of Science Trinity College 
1946. 

RUC-

DETAILS: . 

Honorary Degrees 

: ;avew;er 3 1Q6; I 

She stated it was presented by the late President CHARLES 
SEYMOUR who advised at the exercises that BUSH was 
awarded the degree as outstanding among scientific leaders 
of the nation, devoting_knowledge and administrative genius 
to the · services at a moment when victory depends upon the 
imaginative use of scientific skill, Yale University confers 
the degree of Doctor of Laws and Letters and admitted him 
to all its rights and privileges. . · 

This document contain's neither recommendations nor conclusions of the F 81. It is the propert y of th e F B I and i s loaned to 
your aqency ; It and its contents are not to b e dis tributed outside your ag e ncy. 
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F.·B I 

Date:· 11/5/65 

J\Ir. T~lson_·_ 
"Jllr}'Heltnont:L_ 
Mr . . llli..hr -~- . 
1\lr. DeL•·1lch ___ ~ 

. 1 1\Ir. Ca"'P"r ··--. _ ~ 
r . :.tfi r,...n .• ~ ,.,-1\ ..• • 

~. ~~ ~;· :. :;;-
I . 1: -•. -u . . ~--
~ .. - . . 

Transmit the following in -------~--:---:-:-----;~--..,...----+-,H· 1! ~-~)~ .. ~. _ .'.~· n - ··-; 
( Type in plaintext or code ) u l;: ;~;.: ~ ~··· '.,. --~.- _' 

AIRTEL AIRMAIL 1,. T<! :. U . t __ -...--· Via--------- · ·. · ·i ,. 
. . . (Priority J It ;

1 
... (.. , ------:----------------------.:_ -:-------.:.....----·_ ---~-:-t ~ ~.::_~- .::._· ~J_::-:=-JL . 

... • • :..> 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, ~T. LOUIS (~61-2081) RijC 
:J 

SUBJECT: VANNEVAR BUSH 
. ,_ .. 
l'.. : SPI 

Buded: 11/8/65 _ 
. . ... . 

., - ·- ., . t: . . . . t 
Re Bureau airtel, )Q/2-5/65; ·.w~ a+rtel to . . . 

St. Loui.s 11/1/65; St. Louis ai~rte1 to· .V/FO, '11/2/95-; . · -
.New "York airte1 to WFO, 11}2/6I; Ru:ea·; te~et;;e ;·; ~FO, 
llty65; St. Louis r eport of IC . 
dated 11/4/65; and Bureau tele ype ot.ou~, - ~ / /65. 

Enclosed _.herewith to. the: .Bureau are .copies of . 
. following document s as obta~ned · rrom appointee' s personn~l 
records at the Federal Records ,center, St. Loui s , ~ Mo.:· ' ~ 

StaDdard Form ql- -(Appointment· A:ffidavit s ), 
dated 11/20/53; · . . · 

Appointee ' s letter to Dr. ALAN T. WATERMAN, 
dated li/20/53; 

----------~s~t~a~n~d~ard . Form 6 4 (Office Memorandum) from 
L.... _____ __.lto ALAN T. WATERMAN, dated 12/9/53 ;· and 

ALAN T. WATERMAN 1 s let.t er to ~ppointee, dated 
12/11/53 . J1f< · ·. 

No t'urther inv~~n being . con~ucted at . 
St. Loui s , Mo., no ad~~al· report be ing submitt~ ·" 
UACB. . CLOSUltEATTACHEaf'l?/- ~b.:},-~-~ 

0 . ( ?) . · NOTR£CO~~ _ -Bureau Encl. ~-l'O£;,a•o.t. .. · n~.tlt.~ . 
1 -St. Loui s · · "'ro:· 1·" '· - 16 JAN 3- 1 
JOE:bam · · ' 
(2 ) !1,:11\ c --- . -

• t g a.~ L!~ .ee 
.t 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: 

SUBJ: 

SAC, ST. LOUIS (161-2081) RUC 

VANNEVAR BUSH 
, SPI 

Buded: 11/8/65 ---- ----Enclosed are copies of records obtained from 
subject's personnel file at Federal Records Center, $LMO. 

--~--

•. t ,~-. y -i ·l' 
t'-./.JU_.,..~ 

\ 

' ' \ 
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lJr • ¥an.;1f.IV~r !Nnh 
Pre!}ident 

•· 

f..ru-nngic Ins t.i tu tion of :.rushi!lgton 
16th ur:rl ?' St.raa ·~s, ;;.\-;. 
Hashin:rton, D. c. 

Dear Vant 

DEC 11 195~ 
------~-~-

! a;>prcc!.nt<l the CCi.'::l<!tmts in ycur letter dn'k"'d Uovmr.ber 20, 
195'.3 regarding th~ fcr;:-.. '1-lities of your nppcintr.;ent to tt-..e Advisory 
Ccm.:d.twa on t.b.n !nflucmca c£ C-:>vc.rm::en·~-F'ir>.anc0d Ba~carch and 
Do-..ri)l<.~pmtmt. en C.')llcges and Uni ve:rsi t.ics. 

T;nc.l..osur~ 

DISP A. TCIIED 

r-:- r, ~ ~. -

·- t.\.• J. l 1.:53 

N.4TION!\L SCIENCE FOIJNDATlON 
M~i! Room 

· . Sincerely yourr;, 

Alan T. }>!'n tor;~ .an 
l)i_rect-l')r 

LPD:vh 
ll-24-53 
\·JJH 
Hl<"H 
CBS 



;; u;t;.::;aJ ~3::ord of ~ i~ J : . ) . : - __ . .. :~~ t. 
Part of a rec:>rd group in ~!1.: c. ;: ~- ~ ct 
the FnJer~ l Rrcords C~r.ler, G. S. A., St. 
lou is, Missoi.lri - Certified a true copy, 



STANDARD f"ORM NO. U 
/il 

!"'\ 
.; 

.. ·.Office Memorandum 0 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
. r..,)..~l 

" !..',•·· Vi .i \ ~ . 'f Alan T, liatermani;/'/ TO 

FROM. 

DATE: Decembe'r 9, 1953 

b6 
b7C 

SUBJECf: APPOINTI-!ENT OF DR. VANNEVAR BUSH TO ADVISORY COI-lFiiTTE:;: ON 'rHE DiFLUENCE OF 
GOVEPJJNENT-FINANCED RESEARCH A!·iD· DEVELOPJviENT ON COLLEGES ANTI UNIVERSITIES 

\ . 

'l'his is in reply to your request that I comment on Dr. Bush 1 s statement 
that he -vrould prefer to serve on the Advisory Cornmi ttee >·li thout a formal appointment. 

As you lmO't-l, the conflicts of interest statutes are designed to prevent 
the problems 11rhich arise in connection toJi th persons l·mrking for or advising the 
government vho have conflicting interests because of continued relations >nth 
private organizations of various kinds. There are numerous excepiions from the 
conflict of interest statutes necessitated by the fact that it is often in the 
interest of the government to employ or receive advice from persons lJho do maintain 
some such affiliations. E~Jever, in order that the existence of these conflicts 
of interest can be recognized and evaluated, and in order not to give the· appearance 
of avoidin~ the application of the conflicts of' inter~st statutes, vlhich are drafted 
in terms of "persons employed by the government~1 , it is important to formalize rela
tions· with the govern.rnent \vhich rilight conceivably involve a conflict of interest 
situation. h~le there can be no question of Dr. Bush's integrity or of his ability 

deal ~~th a. conflicting interests he may have, as a matter of general~policy 
it.~ould be und~girable for the government~permit--informal~~~ 
the type that he suggests in his letter. 

In the case of the Advisory Committee, there is another reason for a 
formal appointment. As we have discussed, it ·may be desirable to request security 
clearance for the members of the committee, in l·lhich case a formalized relationship.· 
,.10uld appear to be a necessary condition precedent. 



•· 

0 0 
CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON 

1530 P STREET, NORTHWEST 

WASHINGTON 5, D. C . 

Ol"riCE: OF THE PRE:SIOE:NT November 20, 1953. 

Dr. Alan T. Waterman, 
National Science Foundation, 

Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Alan: 

b6 
b7C 

I am sorry to £ind that membership onl 
committee involves a formal appointment·, for .. IIP""'Th_a_v..,e~t-a"'Tk_e_n ___ 
some satisfaction in the statement that I have no official 
connection with government at the present time. However I 
judge it is unavoidable, and certainly I have no objection 
to trueing an oath, since I have taken oaths of allegiance 
many times. I do object to the other statements on the oath,_ 
but this is not the time to go into the basis for my ob
jection. Hence. I have signed the oath and ~return it. 

~-.-....,,-----.:...::· ~ 0n"" ,the-other- hanc:l--;-I-do-n-ot.,...wi-sh--=to--b , _ 
accept no remuneration. Neither do I wish to be reimbursed 
for travel expenses if any occur. If the appointment could 
be· made \rlthout the formalities in the light of the fact that 
I do not wish to have reimbursement, I would much prefer the 
informal arrangement which. I have had in other connections. 
This would enab~e me to retain my complete independence. How
ever I realize you have to handle this in accordance with the 
rules.· 

Cordially yours, 

{t,~ 



STANDARD FORM 61 (REVISED AUGUST 19-0) 
PROMULGATED GY CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 

ftDERAL PERSONNEL MANUAL 

0 

APPOINTMENT J.\FF1DAVITS 
~PORTANT.-Before swe~ring to these appointment affidavit~, you should read and understand the-

- ·. attached information lor appointee 

--~-~-~~-~g_I!._~_l __ §2~~Q-~-~--_f_Q~_da ti o-~-----------------------------~---------------------~{_g§h~~K'1!.9..IJ:.,_jt'!..Q_,_ ___ _ 
(Department or a11ency) (Bureau or dhrioion) (Place ot employmcnt) 

I; .V:.9..nngyg_r ___ ~_y.-~_h ___________ ~--------------------------------------------• do solemnly swear (or affirm) that-

A. OATH OF OFFICE 
I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and . 

domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely 
without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; that I will well and faithfully discharge the 
duties of the office on which I am about to enter, SO HELP ME GOD. 

B. Af-FIDAVIT AS TO SUBVERSIVE ACTIVITY AND AFFILIATION 
I am not a Communist or Fascist. I do not advocate nor am I a member of any organization 

that advocates the overthrow of the Government of the United States by force or violence or other 
unconstitutional means or seeking by force or violence to deny other persons their rights under the 
Constitution of the United States. I do further swear (or affirm) I will not so advocate, nor will. 
I become a member of such organization during the period that I am an employee of the Federal 
Government. ·· 

C. AFFIDAVIT AS TO STRH\ING AGAINST THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
I am not engaged in any strike against the Government of the United States and that I will not 

so engage while an employee of the Government of the United States; that I am not a member of 
· · the Government 

of the nited States, and that I 
an organization. 

D. AFFIDAVIT AS TO PURCHASE AND SAlE OF OFFICE 
I have not paid, or offered or promised to pay, any money or other thing of value to any person, 

firm or corporation for the use of influence to procure my appointment. 

-E:-Aff-IDfN1·T-~N-m=-APPOtttrE~ . ·. 
~,smrs grven-in-t1'ie!Jecla'fatio;Qf.AP'P~~;v~~";~'?~~ottili5rorm"'ffi"'ffue""ana. 

·~ 

November 20 1953. ····-·-.. -----------------------,--------------
(Date of entrance on d~>ty) 

' :::______ --~-----------------~,-~.':! (Sipature of appointee 

Subscribed and sworn before me this -~~0--~- day of________ 19a::f.: 

•'---~~---------"----------- ___ Sd, _____ :::e,~---(5.;;~;--------------------------- -

ls"'AL) . --~-Gd_ __ a/~~J' 
- - _/} ~ _ (Si;:nature of o(2c 

. ' . . ~~~ d ,?J_Lj_• . 
. . ---~--------------------------':k'Mt.~~) -~~~--------

. M!.' co;;;f,'fftszon. e~t.ires Ma0d l 19~4 
NOTE.-If the oath IS taken before a Notary Public the data of expiratiQj1 ot JUs comr:nisSIOt1 's'h6uld 

(,n :;b<?w n. 
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Copy to: 

Reporf of: 

.Date: 

• • • tJitTED STATES DEPARTMENT OFJUSTICE b6 
FEDERA~ BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION b 7 C 

Office: Buffa.~o, New York 
11/5/65 

Field Office File No.: 161-260 Bureau File No.: 

Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

Details: 

VANNEVAR BUSH 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 

VANNEVAR BUSH received Honorary Doctor of Laws 
Degree from the University of Buffalo, Buffalo, 
New York, on October 4, 1946. 

-Rue-

N£ .BUFFALO 1 NEW YORK 

pn November 4, 1965,1 
I I Office of the Chanc~e .. !""'I"""'or~, ... S~tl"""!a.!""!t!!""!!e!"""--....... 
university of New York at Buffalo, furnished 
the following information: 

Accardi~ to University records, VANNEV~ 
BUSH, on October 4, 1946, was conferred with an 
Honorary Doctor of' Laws Degree from Dr. SAMUEL P. 
CAPEN, Chancellor of the University of Buffalo 
wh!ch was the name of' thi~ institution before it 
became. the State University of New York at Buffalo. 

This document contains neither reeomD~endatlons nor conclusions of the FBI. It lo the property of the FBI and f• loaned to your a&"eney: It and 
ite contents are not to be dlotrlbuted outside your alr'!DcY· 
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REPORTING OFFICE: 

PHILADELPHIA 
TITLE OF CASE 

0 
VANNEVAR BUSH 

DATE: 

11/6/65 
RE:PORT MADE BY 

JOHN J. MURRAY 
CHARACTER OF CASE 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 

REFERENCE 

NY airte1 WFO 11/2/65 
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IN CHARGE 
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Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

UN.D STATES DEPARTMENT OF .TICE 
-FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

JOHN J. MURRAY 
NOVEMBER 6, 1965 

Office: PHILADELPHIA 

Field Office File ~: 161-915 Bureau File #: 

Title: VANNEVAR BUSH 

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 

Synopsis: Dr. BUSH awarded honorary Doctor of Laws degree by 
University of Pennsylvania in 1942. 

- RUC -
Details: 

AT PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
MISCELLANEOUS 

b6 
b7C 

I luniversi ty 
of Pennsylvania~ advised on November 5~ 1965~ that University 
records no longer contain the name of the individual who 
recommended .Dr. VANNEVAR BUSH for the honorary Doctor of 
Laws degree that was awarded him by the University of Penn
sylvania in 1942 with the accompanying citation: 

11VANNEVAR BUSH - Electrical Engineer, now Presi
dent of the Carnegie Institution of Washington, 
you were previously professor, Vice-President 
and Dean for many years at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. As chairman of the Joint 
Committee on New Weapons and Equipment of the 
General Staff of the Army and Navy, you are 
responsible for higher strategy in the offensive 
war effort of the United States. As chairman of 
the National Defense Research Commission~ you 
organized the civilian resources in chemistry, 
physics and engineering, and when the Office of 
Scientific Research and Development was formed to 
take over these fields and others, notably medicine} 

Th t s d ocument contatns neHher recomme n da tions nor conc l us i ons o f t h e FBl. It l s the proper ty o f the FBi a n d is l oaned t o 
yout agency; it and U s c o ntents a re not t o be d i s tribu te d ou t s ide you r agency . 



• 
PH 161-915 

"you became its first director, an office which 
you still hold. Your life has been devoted to 
research and administration, and the fruits of 
your wisdom and experience are now aiding your 
country in a dark hour." 

• 

, · -. .. 

~------~lsaid . he had made a thorough and complete search b6 
of the records o:f the Archivist, ~ Secretary of the Corporation, b 7C 
and the Office of the President of this University and had 
found nothing additional concerning Dr. BUSH and that no one 
with them now would remember anything at all concerning the 
circumstances that surrounded his being awarded the honorary 
degree on June 2, 1942. 

- 2* -
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FEDER. BUREAU/OF IN*STIGATION 

REPORTING OFFICE I DATE 

TAMPA 11/6/65 
TITLE OF CASE 

0 
REPORT MADE BY 

VA.NNEVAR BUSH SA ROBERT C. SMITH 

REFERENCE: 

\ 

/ 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

SPI 

WFO teletype to Tampa, 11/5/65. 

- RUC 
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U.ED STATES DEPARTMENT O.STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

b6 
b7C 

Copy to: 

Report of: SA ROBERT C • SMITH Office: Tampa 
Date: November 6, 1965 

F ield Office File /1.: 161-208 Bureau File /!: 

Title: VANNEVAR BUSH 

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 

Synopsis: 

DETAilS: 

ssociated with 
~~ww~~~~~1on, Washington, 

Bas highest 
admiration for app icant and considers applicant 
excellent and first-class person in all respects. 
Character, loyalty and associates unquestionable. 

- RUC -

adv~sed on November 6, 1965, that he has been 
acquainted with tDDl:c&Dt a:dCrrnegie Institution, Washington, 
D.C., from about _and has the highest admiration 
for the applican .e cons aers the applicant excellent and 
a first-class person in all respects, and his character, 
loyalty and associates to be unquestionable. 

Be advised that anythi ng the applicant does, he will 
do it exceptionally well and that he would not heState to 
recommend the applicant for employment with the u. S . Government 
in a position of trust and confidence. 

- l* -
This documen t contains ne it her recomme ndations nor conc lusions of the FBI. It is the property of t he F B I a nd i s loaned to 
your agency; i t and it s con te nt s a r e no t t o be di s tributed outs ide your agency. 
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DATE 

11/8/65 
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V.ANNEVAR BUSH 

REPOSRAT ]ApE BY l TYPEC BY 

lb6 . ab 
~~~~~--~----------~.b7C ~J~-
CHARACTER OF CASE 

APPROVED 

COPIES MACE: 

SPI 

REFERENCES: Buairtel dated 10/25/65; 

LEADS 

NYairtel dated 11/2/65; 
SLairtel dated 11/2/65; 
Butel dated 11/3/65. 

-P-

WASHINGTON FIELD 

AT WASHINGTON, D.C.: Will report results of Internal 
Revenue Service, Defense Department, and State Security checks 
when received. 
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Copy to: 

uAo STATES DEPARTMENT OF lsTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

b6 ' 
b7C 

Report of: 

11/8/65 

16J•.3359 

VANNEVAR BUSH 

Office: Washington, D. C. 
Date: 

Field Office File #: Bureau File #: 

Title: 

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 

Synopsis: 

Employment, 'l'he Carnegie Institution of .Washington and 
Department of State, and Position of Regent with 
Smithsonian Institution, verified . Personnel, White 
House, adv.ised appointee has not entered on duty. Credit 
and police checks negative. Passport record set forth. 
HCUA files revealed BUSH testified in 1954 in hearings 
before Atomic Energy Commission, Personnel Security Board, 
in matter of J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER. ONI revealed BUSH 
in 1957 objected to completing additional security 
questionnaires for clearance at MIT and authority granted 
to issue him "Top Secret" clearance . CSC and CIA 
nothing additional . No record OSI and Secret Service . 

- p -

T h is docu ment contatns neit her re co mmenda tions nor conclusions o f the F BI. It is th e propert y of the F"B l and Is l oan e d t o 
your agency; it and Its content, a r e not t o be di s t r ibut e d outs ide Your agenc y . 
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EMPLOYMENTS. 

b 6 
b 7C 

The Carnegie Institution of Washington (CIW) 
1530 P Street, N. W'~ 

On N,cuernher : 1965, I : : I en~, .. a"":'d-v"'!"i-s-.e~d:-_ -t"":'h_e_·_p_e_r-so_n_n_e~l-r_e_c_o_r_d""s""T"' -
_of the lnst~tut~on veriied that the appointee served as 
President of the Institution from No,.,ember 1., 1939, until 
December 31,· 1955, when he retired. He added that the , 
appointee has served as a trustee of the Institution since 
1958, but the exact date tha:t he became a trustee· w'as hot 
indicated in the i:'e<D rds ~1 lstated that he was 
not employ-ed at the Institution during the period the'· . . 
appointee served as President, ·but he has since .met h:lm. on ·. 
a number.of occasions in Washington, D.C., and knows that 
he enjoys an exc~lle!lt personal . and professional reputation .. 
He ·remarked that the appointee lias . contributed a great .deal 
to the progress of the .United States in the scientific f~eld 
and he . considers him to be a person of excellent character· 
and a loyal and patriotic American. · He added that nothing 
has ever come to his attention that would cause him to 
question the appointee's associates or personal habits and 
he highly recommended him for a · positioil of trust with the 
Government. 

----- On November 5, 1965 ~I ·I · I lcrw , advised he first met the appointee in I land 
has seen him four or five times a year since that t1me and 
has also had social contact with him .· He remarked that Dr. 
BUSH .has had an outstanding ·career and enjoys an excellent 
personal and professional reputation. I I advised 
the appointee is a yer}r, outspoken person and never hesitates 

-2-
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b 6 
b7C 

·to question other scientists when he feels they are mistaken" 
on·. a particular theory or judgement. He said the ·appciiFltee 
has.been cleared for access to sen~itive material through 
the years on many occa-sions' had 'worked on the development of 
the atomic bomb, and_ also h,~P been Head of the Offi_ce o~ .. 

-. Scj en:i fj: R,search and D~~~,J~p·m.en. ~. ~o-r a number <;>f yea,r_ ~. I _ _ _stated that 1n h1s op1n1.on, Dr. BUSH _has d9ne 
more or . is country -than ·9.8'7o o.f the. citizens, and .he has 
demonstrated his loyalty and patriotism many times. ··He added 
tha-t the- app9intee has a wo"nderful ability to for-esee important 
·things of the future and ·had developed an analytic machine 
many years ago whic}':l was··. rtie farertmner of the present analogue 
computers. According to I 1 the appointee~s 
morals, character, and associates are. above reprqac~, ~nd 
he highly recommended him for a posi~ion of trust with.the 

· Government. I lstated t~at the present ._1 ~---__. 
.I lcrw, Dr~ CARYL P. HASKINS, had worked with the appointee 

in the Office ·of Scientific Research and Development,. and has 
been closely acquai~ted with hi~ for many years. 

r-------..:O~n.......,Nir.l.ollol.lll.y.liiie"""m...,b"'"e...._r 5, 1965, I .. I I CIW, advised she came :to the Institution 
~i-n""l--...,.la_n_d"". _w_a_s_· _a_c_qu_a~inted closely with the appointee from 

that. time until he retired· in December, 1955 .. She recalled 
thatl Ia ·number of his speeches and dr.~fts fo~ 
his··book, "Modern Arms and Free Men11 • _ She stated that she 
c~risiders Dr •. BUSH to ·be a very fi~e person and khows ·that 
he has enjoyed an outstanding reputation in his.field and as 
an individual. She remarked that she feels the appointee is 
devoted to the best interests of the United States and has 
demonstrated this devotion ' through his service t:o his· country 
on nwnerous occasions. She h_ighly ·recommended Dr·. BUSH· for a 
p_os~tion of trust with the Government. 

-3~ 
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viFO 161-3359 · 

I I stated that she could suggest no_ one . 
else prese~n~t~i""""y""'""""'e""""m-p"""i-o""""y .. e"""'~d,..wi th the Institution who was afm•atnted .yi th 
~w.~~~~~--~~~~ed thatl lserved~---------~J 

when Dr. · usH was President of tP,e 
~~~~~~~~~~e~. ~p~r~e~s~ently~------------~----~--~~------~ 

that nr. HASJUNS .. ·- ~~· w-a.s . away rom t e Cl. ty on 
and was not scheduled to return until November 11, 1965. 

The Smithsonian .Institution 

r-------O;;;.:n~November 5, 1965 ,I 1. 
lthe.Smith~onian ~n~titution, advised the 

~r~e~c~o-=r~a~s~o-,:f~h~e~r~offl.ce verified that Or. VANNEVAR BUSH served . 
as a Regent of the Institution from April 5, 1940 until . January 
I, 1956. She stated ·that Dr. BUSH was .not actually an· employee 
of· .the Institution and no per~onn~l file as such was maintained 
it?- connection wi tb. his ;3ervices. She sta~ed her re~ords · 
contained ~p additional pertinent information concerning the 
appointee .. l bould suggest ·no one pr~serttly located 
with the Institution who would be able to comment concerning 

. the appointee. · 

Department· of State 

On November 5,' 1965, SA JOSEPH W. SPEIC~ reviewed 
a Service ·Record Card re·garding the. appolnte·e at the .Department 
of State which verified the followlng employment: 

4/28/52 Excepted Appointment . (not to exceed three 
months) as· Consultant, without . compensation, · 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Uhi ted Nc<;ttions Aff~ir~?,. Departrn~nt of State, 
l·iashing.ton, o:. C. 

- 4 -
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7/28/52 

1/19/53 

e. •• b6 
b7C 

'.· . .-..; 

Above appointment extended not.·to .·exceed . 
April 27, 1953. · 
Appointment terminated, reason not 
indicated. 

No additional pertinent information was contained 
in the file. 

-----......~oO.I.LO..L.;·~N~.~.a;u.vfmber 8 , 19 6 5, I I I Office of the · Ex.~cutive Director, Bureau of 
International .Organization Affairs~ Department of· State, 
advised SA SPEICHER that the Bureau of International Organ
ization Affairs is the successor of the former Bureau of 
United Nations Affairs. He stated that no recor_ds going 

.. 

back to ·the 1952 - 1953 period . were still maintained in his 
office and he was unable to furnish any information as to the 
extent of the ·services -performed by the appointee or the 
names of any people employed by that Bureau who might have 
worked with him. ~ 

Nati onal Bureau of Standards (NBS ) 
Department of Conunerce · 

On November 5, 1965,~~-----~~~~-~~-~ 
Operations and Procedures Section, Personnel Divis i on, NBS, 
advised SA I I t .hat . individuals are appoi-nted 
as members of the visiting committee of the NBS for a five-

.Year period. She stated that no personnel records as such 
are maintained on members of the visiting committee .as they 
are ·not employees of the NBS. I lattempted t o locate 
a record or publication which would verify the appointee's 
services but advi sed she was unable .to locat e any r ecord 
concerning Dr . BUSH. · 

·. 

- 5-

.·• 



·. 

• 
WFO 161-3359 

b6 
b7C 

On November 5, 1965 ,I 
Office of Investigations and S e .. c_u_r-=i-t_y_· ,-. ~Do::-e_p_a_r~t~m~e~n~t~o~fr--:C~""~'o~mm=. ~er=c~e ..... , 
advised· ·sA MAURICE F. DONEGAN, Jr. that the files of her office 
contained no record regarding the appointee.· 

·National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (NACA) . 

. It is to be noted the NACA terminated during 
July, 1958, and its functions were transferred to.the National 
Aeron·autics and Space Administration (NASA) . · 

. On November 2, 1965 J [ . ~Per~o;:el P;=islon: He;dauarte·r· s,. NA$A~ ~n?l 1-1 __ ..... 

lL. -,:--;---""""~-r-----------i--~-....Jisecur1 ty D1 v1 s1.on, NASA, 
advis.e SA hat they could locate no 
record regar 1ng t e app~lnte~. - · · . . 

-6-
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

• 
... , · 

. .... 

. On November ·s , 1965, SA MAURICE F. DONEGAN, :JR •. 
reviewed the service reoord card regarding the api>oiiltee 

.. at the Person~el Office , National Park Service, 
Department of the Interior, which ~evealed he- received · 
an Excepted Appointment on _April 28, 1948; as -a . 
collaborator (without compensatio~) , Office of .·the · 
Director I National Park Servi-ce' w~shington, D . c. . . 
·The card i~dicated this appointment terminated on June 30, 
1962. 

·;, · 

· ; . ·. On No~ember 5, 1965,1 I 
I L Security Office, Natic;>:Dal Park Service, advised b6 

. A bONOOAN that she could locate no r~cord regarding . b7C 
the appointee. 

r------~gn .No~ember 5, 196s,r l 
l]offlce of the DirecEor, _National Pirk Seryic3, 

adv1sed SA DONEGAN that she knew of no one · present1y 
with . the service who would .have. known the appointee. 

UNITED STATES PATENT 'OFFICE 
DEPARTMENT OF c<>MMER"C:t 

On November 5, · ·1965, SA ·DONEGAN reviewed the 
-records of the Office of the Commissioner, United States 

. Patent Office, Department of Commerce, which contained 
· a report to the Secretary of Commer·ce by the Advisory 
· Committee on Application' of Machines to Patent O.ff!ce_ 
Operations dated December 22, 1954• The report s:t.gned 
by v. BUIJB, Cha1rm~n; related that Secretary of Commerce., 

. SINCLAIR WEEKS, appointed the committee, made certa~n 
recommendations, and requested that the committee be 
discharged -since its assigned· tasks had been ~omplete(\. · 

·The committee was appointed earlier in 1954, but the · · 
date of appoi!ltment· did not appear in the reco~ds. 
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· 0~ November 5, ·1965, I -
I !Personnel Office, United Stat~s Patent Office, 

advise SA DONEGAN that she could locate no record · 
regarding_-_ the appointee. 

On November 8, .1965, ROB'§RT.fk!.t),TSON, _ Paten~ 
Attorney, 815 15th Street, N. WO: and~ormer commissioner 

, 'of the United States Patent Office, from 1953 u~til~ _ 
· 1961, advise~ ·sA DONEGAN that he· had considerable· contact 
_ wi tb the appointee in connection with the Advisory· 
.Committee on the Application of Machines to Patent 
Office Opera_tions in 1954, and had seen him _ occasionally 
since that time. WATSON ~emarked that the appointee -
is a very prominent and r~spected scientist and an: · 
outstanding citizen.· He -'1addded that he has no reason 
to question the appointee's character-, associates f 
reputation, or loyalty, and he highly rec?mmended h:l._ai 
-for a position of trust wi~h the go~ernment. 

NATIONAL SCIENCE-FOUNDATION _(NSF) 
- · -

·on November 5, 1965, · SA DONEGAN r~viewed the 
service record card regarding the appointee at the Office 
of Personnel~ NSF, and ver;i.fied the following employ~ents: 

November 19~ 1953 Excepted Appointment (riot 
-to exceed November 18, 
1954) as consultant, 
wfthout compensation, with 
the NSF Advisory. Committee 
on the Influence of 
Government Financed 

J .b6 
' b7C 

· Research and Development 
-on Colleges and Univers$ties. 

November 19, 1954 

November 18, 1955 

8 

~bove appointment extended 
not to exceed November· .18, 
1955 . 

. Appointment terminated _ ·on 
expiratioll. 
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No additional pertinent information .was contained 
on the card. -

. - : l 

· . ~: ::e:: : rss,l I :. b6 1; }office ·of the· Director , NSE', b 7 c 
adviSed ttr~ ~~ ~ no. OJle·presently with ~~e NSF-
who would h~ve known the'' appointee from his memb~rship 
OD · the above COD1Dli ttee. . . . ~- . · . ·. , · 

. . . On November 8, · 1965, Dr ... AI~f~TERMAN, Special_ 
Consultant, •o the President, NatiC)na· a tlemy of ·Sciences, 
National Resea.rch Council~ _advised S~ DONEGAN tha:t ·h'e wa~ 
Director of the National Science Foundation from 1951. 
until l963,·and haS knOwn the appointee for over: ao·years 
and worked _with him in the Office of Scientific:-Research . 

. and Development during World War IX • . He stated that 
- after the war Dr. BUSH was very instrumental i~ getting-
· ·the NSF founded through his recommendations · to ~he · · 

Presidentt He_ said that he· h~d a great 'deal of contact 
with the appointee in connection with· his work as a · 
const.il;tant to the NSF during 1953 and 1954. He remarked 
that he still sees, the appointee and.they are also 

- acquainte.d on a . social basis. Be stat~d that Dr. BUSH 
is a_ very prominent man in the field of science, is a 
brilliant engineer and a most capable administratQr · 

· ·- arid is still very keen and energetic; in ~pi te of his 
age. He highly reeommended the.appointee for ·a position 
of .trust commen_ting that he is· certain there is no 
question concerning the appointee's characte;r,_associates, 
reputation or ,loyalty. · · 

•. 

· . 
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The White House 

. . The followin-g· ipvestigation was conducted by SA 
GEDRGE E.,.SAUNL)ERS on November 1, 1965: 

Office of Scien_ce and Tec~nology (OST), Executive Office of -· 
the President;·advised the appointee. is presently being. con
sidered for a posttion on a panel under a joint operation of 
the OST and the President's For~ig~. Intelligence Advts_ory Board. 
She stated the appoiritee·,hasnot ·entered on du~y, and 'the 
panel has not met to date:· She added that her files contained· .. 
no additional pertinent .information concerning nr ·. BUSH •. ·. 

~ . . . . -

· I I The Whit~ House 
·office-, advised her files· contained no record regarding the 
appointee_. 

I I ~he - . 
White. Hous.e Office, advised his files· _contained the 'follo-lt.ring 
information concerning V ANNF;VAR BUSH:· 

6/28/4:1 

·No· date recorded 

il/29/46 

Appointed. by the President as Jirector-, 
Office of Scieritific Research ~nd Devel
opment., . Office of Emergency Management, 
Ex:ecut-ive Office of the President. · 
Appointed chairman, Joint Research .and 
.Development .Board (e$tablis_hed by · · 
Secretaries· of: ·war and Navy under Charter, 
7/11/46) 
Appointed Member, National-Advisory 
Committee for Aeronautics (term of five 
years from December 1, 1946). 

ro 
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.· 
9/25/47 Appointed· Cha~rman, Research and Development 

Board. 
6/25/48- Conunissioned as :Chairman, Research and 

Development Board, and as Member , National 
. Advisory Comnii ttee for ~eronautics. 

. ..~------.~dvised his files contained no addi t .ional 
pert~ne_nt 1ntormab.on concerning the . appointee. 

CREDIT AND POLICE AGENCIES 

rei lcaused a search to be made 
of the 'files of .The Credit· Bureau, Inc., Washipgton, -D.C., · · . 
and was advised· on . October .28, . 1965~ that the files contained 
no recor4 regarding the appointee .or his wife, PHOEBE. 
DAVIS BUSH. 

OnOctober 28, 1965, Jd ldetermi~ed 
"that the files of the Metropolitan Police Department contained 
no record regarding the appointee ol:" his wife. It is to be 
noted at all times an indef.ini te number of unidentified re·cords 
are out of file ·and not .available for review. 

On October '28, . 1965 ; l~L.~----"'!"-----~ ..... 
searched ·the files of the U.S. Park Police and no record 
reg~rding the ~ppo!ntee or his wife was disclosed. 

MISCELLANE.OUS 

On November 2,:19~~~ rei kevie~ed the 

.. 

appointee's file at the Passport Office, Department of State, · 
which listed his birth as. March 11, 1890, at Ever.ett, 
Massachusetts. ··· 

. 11 
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VANNEV AA BUSH was i&st;ied··. Boston Special "Series 
pa_S.Sport: number 1789 00 _N._QVeffiber 14, J9fl, for a tWO mont_l~S I , . 

~.ravel to Great Britain; F'rance, Belgium, Holland, Germany, 
Switzerland, and Russia on business ~ 

He was issued. passport nuinber. 1,11014 on Jppe 1 

1~ for proposed traVel . of two-months duration to Great 
Tritain to lecture at Cambridge University. He requested that 
the passport include his wife, PHOEBE uAVIS BUSH, who was 
born at Chelsea; Massachusetts, qij. September 29, 1891, and 
to whom he was ·married on Septemtt~r 5, 1916. 

The appointee was is·s~ed ·special passport number 
7642 on December 1 J, J ~D24 for travel to Guatemala, Honduras, 

·and Meii"co on business for Carnegie Institution of Washington 
for the purpose of inspecting research activities of ~he 
Institution, p~rticularly relating to archqelogical and 
volcanological studies, which are being carried on ·in 
·central American countries: · The passport included his wife 
PHOEBE DAV;LS BUSH. Passport number 7642 was marked "This 
passport is not valid for travel in any country in Euro.pe". 

He was issued special passport number 30412 on 
.wlUI;)e 2Q, 1 fli;~, fot; travel to England · in connection with his 
duties as Director of the Office ·of Scientific Research and 
Development. . On July 26, 1943, at . the American Embassy, 
London, England ~ he had passport number 30412 validated until 
December 26, 1943, for the ·British Isles -official business 
and for return to the United States direct or via Eire. 

·Newfoundland and Canada. 

His file contaiqs·a letter from the Office of 
Scieht.ific Research and Develc;>.pment, Offfce for Emergency. 
Managemeqt,' dated November 17, 1944, requesting the 
immediate reissue. of his passport n~ber 30412, which was 
issued June 26, 1943~ ·valid for .. England, France, and ~he.· 
European Theater of Operations as the Director of the Joint 

New Weapons Committee, 

12 
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., 
A letter from· the Department of the Air Force d-ated· 

Apt~l 19; 1948, ·authorized the appointee to proce~d to the .. 
United Kit:lgdom for 20 days on an official mission for the . 
Air Force in his capacity as . Chairman of the Research .and 
Development Board . 

. . · The appoint-ee received passport number ··8758 (Special) 
at Washington, D.C., on &ntH s2Q 1948, to proceed to England 
and p~ssibly rrance for the Research and Development Board.· _-

_He received passport 294075 at Washingto~, !).C., on . .- -
~~;;:J:j~ to depart via ship to the Hondura·s ,.' · · _ · · · 
Guatemala, and vicinity on vacation. for one months' . <lu.ration. 
His wife, PHOEBE DAVIS BUSH, was included in his_ passport . 

. _ He was issued passport 597394 at Washington, D.·c. 
on April_-:~' which included his wife, to depa!'t· v~a- -
shfp~r a· six-week busin~ss and ple·asure trip to France -~nd. · 
Switzerland. He indicated hi~ rnail:t:ng address as Carnegie·, 
Institution of. Washington, 1530 P ~treet, N. W., Washington 
5, D.C. 

He was isstied passport 1926884 at Boston on 
J1it7ch ;. 196~. which included his wif~_,. to depart_ via -ship 
on a s~x..:.week business trip to France, .Holland, England; 
Sweden, and Uenmark. He- indic·ated his legal residence at · 
Jaffrey, New 'Hampshire, and an additional residence at _304 
Marsh Street, Belmont,.Massachusetts. 

,. 

He receJved passport·nurnber. F 297807 at Boston-on 
~fl-~:R2§S, which included his wife, to depart for two weeks 
. viav.!~ip . to England for consultations. .He gave a Dr. RICHARD 

D. BUSH, 11 Locust Street, Belmont, Massachusetts, as''the 
person to be notified in the event of death or accident. 

13 
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The appointee indicated he was married on September· 
5, 1916, to PHOEBE DAVIS BUSH,. who was born at Chelsea,:· 
~~~rssachusetts, on September. 29, 1891, and the· marriage has not 
been terminated. He listed his parents· as RICHARD ·v. BU,?H, . 
born-Provincetown, Massachusetts, in 1854, deceased,·anq 
EMMA L. BUSH, born Provincetown, Massachusetts, in 1859 ,· 

.deceased. 

No additional pertinent information was contained· b 6 

·,, 

in the file. b7C 

On November 2, 19~5, Ic .. l_~-~-~-~-~~~r~viewed 
the records o·f the House ·Conmiittee on Un-American. Activities 
(HCUA) , which contained the following information regardi_ng 
VANNEVAR BUSH: 

On 'April 23, 1954, VANNEVAR BUSH testified as a 
witness in a hearing before the Atc;mic Energy Cmmnis~ion (A£C), 
Personnel S.ecuri ty Board, in the matter of J. ROBERT OPPENHEIMER. 
On Pages 560 to 568, Dr. BUSH testified he had known ·oPPENHEIMER ·· 
for several years ·and had worked with him on several occasions. 
He said that he consider~d OPPENHEIMER .to have been of great 
~alue in making the atomic-. bomb. He stated that he tho':J.ght 
OPPENHEI~ was being tried because he had stated strong 
opinions about how the matter of the atom bomb was handled. 

On pages 909 to 915 of Dr. BUSH's testimony·, he 
stated that-at the time of Dr. OPPENHEIMER's appointment, 
neither President TRUMAN nor anyone had informed him that 
President TRUMAN·had ~my doubt or-distrust of Dr. OPPENHE:IM£R. 
Throughout his testimony, Dr. BUSH upheld the loyalty, 
integrity·, _and jud_gement of. Dr .. OPPENHEIMER. 

Tb.e fiies of the ·HCUA contained no additional 
pertinent informa·t_ion con.cerning the appointee. 

14 
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On-November 4,. 1965, SA J. RICHARD NICHOLS revi~wed 
the file regarding the appointee at the Division of Security, 
AEC, Germantown, Maryland, which dis_closed he was granted· a. 
"Q" Clea~ance by the AEC. ori June 27, 1947, in connection with. 
his servi-ce as a Member. of the Joint Research and Development 
Board. The file revealed the appointee's clearance terminated· 
on May 2, 1957. No additional pertinent information was · 
contained in the file. 

·A review of t~e file regarding the appointee at the 
Offi.ce of Naval Intelligence· (ONIJ on November 4, 1965, 
rev:ealed that the Office· .of Naval Research, Department 0f 
t_he Navy, Boston, Massachusetts, in 1957, desired that· a 
"Top Secret11 Facility Clearance by obtained for the · 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology and incident!il to the 
granting of the clearance it was nec_essary that the .members 
of the. Executi v·e Co~i ttee, as the official- governing body of 
-_the tnstitute, be-cleared for a "Top Secret." level.· A letter 
from · the_Cornmandi.ng. Officer, Office of Naval Research, Boston, 
Massachusetts, to the Department of Defense, dated May 3, .1957, 
advised that one -of the recent appointees to the Executive 

. Commi t 'tee who would· require "Top Secretu Clearance was Dr~ 
VANNEVAR BUSH . . The letter stated, however, that "Dr. BUSH 
has voiced strenuous obJections to completing additional 
·security questionnaires · on the basis of having previously 
executed numerous security forms and already having been 
the subject of various investigations.'' The letter point:ed 

-out that in view of the appointee's past achievements and _ 
_ services rendered-to the country, the Office of NaVal Research, 
rather than create embarrasing or otherwise undesirable 
situations, agreed to exhau~t all other sources of .obtaining 
secur1ty clearanqe for·Or. BUSH. 

The.letter pointed out that br. BUSH was granted 
a ''To·p Secret11 Clearance on Januar}r 23, 1953, with the Office 
of Secretary of Defense based upon a previous "Q" Clear·ance 

15 
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·by the AEC. It· was stated he was granted a ''Sec~et 1 ' Clearance. · 
on September 20, 1956, by the Department of the Army as a 
Director of the Merck and Compariy, Inc., Rahway, New Jersey, 
and this clearance was based upon a waiver of investigation 
requirements authorized by the Office of the Secreta~y of 
Defense. The letter requested that the requirements for 

. obtaining security questionnaires and conducting further 
investigation concerning Dr. BUSH be waived an4-that the _ 
Office of Naval _Research be authorized ,·to issue to the 
Massachusetts In~titute of Tech~ology a "Top Secret" Security 
Clearance for Dr. BUSH. 

The file contained a memorandUill to the Chief of 
Naval Material from the Chie~ of Naval Operations dated 
June 17, 1957, in which it was pointed out that the-Secretary 

·_of Defense on May 29, 19ST~ had issued a "Top Secret" Security 
Clearance to Dr.. BUSH in 9onnection with his duties as a 
Consultant. It also. stated in view of the fact that a · 
decision had_already been made by the -Office of the Secretary 
of Defense that a Letter of Consent, based upon the recent 
c1ear~nce action by the Office of the Secretary' of Defense, -
may be issued to the Massachusetts Insti t_ute of· Technology on 
behalf of Dr. BUSH. . 

The file· contained no .additional pertinent infor-
mation. · 

rei I ~aused a search to be made of. b6 
the .files of the Bureau of Perso.nnel Investigations,. Civil b7C 

· Service Commi-ssion, and was advised on October 29; 1965, that b 7 E 
the files contained no additional pertinent information 
concerning the appointee. · 

On November. 4, 1965, SA-l 
reviewed the Security File rfgard.i:ng~t~h~e-a_p_p_o-. .,..in~t-e_e_a"':"'t""""':"'t'~"'fi"""e--__. 

_whicp contained no additional 
.... ~p~e~r~t~1.~n~e~n~t~. 1.'!""'n~f'~"". o~-r~m~.-a"~""t ... i_o_n_. __ ___. 

-16-
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s:l lc~used a :errch to be made of the files 
of thef :and wa~ advi~ed on N~vember 
4, 196~, tna the f~les cont~une no pert.~nent 1_nformat1on 
regarding the appointee's wife, PHOEBE DAVIS BUSH. 

rei lcaused· a sear¢h to -be made of· the files 
of the HeadqUart~rs, Office of Special Investigations, 
Department of the Air Force, an<;! was ac\vised -on November ·s, 
1965, that the . 1il~s contained no recor~ regarding the · 
appointee. 

rc: I r~aused a sear'ch to be made 
of the files of tne Dn~ted States Secret Service, Department 
of the Tr_easury, and was advised on Novembel;' 2~ 1965, that 
no record . was located <;oncerning the appointe·e. 

, ·: 
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ISSUED V~RIOUS CLEARANCES BY DEFENSE AGENC;ES INCLUDING 

SECRET cJEARANCE BY ARMY IN NINETEEN FIFTYSIX, AS DIRECTOR 

OF MERCK ~AND COMPANY AND CLEARANCE BY OFFICE ,-67~~~~ ~ 
RESEARCH. BOSTON, AS OFFICIAL OF MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTO OF ~ 
TECHNOLO,Y IN NINETEEN FIFTY SEVEN • NOT RECORD£il 

Ml T •" 

" BALTIMORE REVIEW G -TWO FILE. ;!6 JAN 3 1966 
I 

I 
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PAGE TWO 

REBUREAU AIRTEL TEN TWENTY SIXTYFIVE ADVISED WHITE 

HOUSE HAS REQUESTED INVESTIGATION OF DR. BUSH WHO IS BEING 

CONSIDERED FOR WHITE HOUSE STAFF POSITION ON "WHITE HOUSE 

PANEL IN CONNECTION WITH FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY 

BOARD." BORN MARCH ELEVEN, EIGHTEEN NINETY, EVERETT, 

MASS., RESIDES CAMBRIDGE, MASS., WHERE HE IS AN HONORARY 

CHAIRMAN OF CORPORATION MIT. SEE "WHO'S WHO" FOR FURTHER 

BACKGROUND DATA. BUREAU AIRTEL ADVISED ASS! GN CASE TO 

EXPERIENCED A GENTS • 

ON ELEVEN EIGHT SIXTYFIVE,I._ ___________ _. 

....., _______ ..... ~FFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH, BOSTON, MASS., 

ADVISED ALL PERSONNEL CLEARANCES HAD BEEN FORWARDED TO 

DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL SECURITY CLEARANCE OFFICE <DISCO>. 

DEfENSE CONSTRUCTION SUPPLY CENTER, COLUMBUS, OHIO. 

END PAGE TWO 

b6 
b7C 



• 

PAGE THREE 

CINCINNATI ASCERTAIN STATUS OF CLEARANCE AS REQUESTED 

IN WFO TELETYPE OF ELEVEN FIVE. DEADLINE COB ELEVEN EIGHT 

SIXTYFI VE. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

11/8/65 

161-1923 

VANNEVAR BUSH 

SPECIAL INQUIRY 

Orfic:e: New York, New York 

Bureau File #: 

Doctor of 
verified. 

Receipt of honorary degree of 
Science from Columbia University 

Acquaintance recommends. 
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'DETAILS: 

Honorary Degree 

Columbia Vniversity 
: 116th · Stree~ and. Broadway 

New York; New York 

On November _8. 1 65 . 
Un.~versity, a vised _ 

IC that the appointe·e was awarded. . 
~ hon~;x deree of. Do~1;or of ScieUe.e on March 6, ·1947 . 

. ~ _ __ _could furnish no additional background· 
nrorma on concerning the ~ppointee and on the basts · ·. 

of information available to him, could not suggest . 
. anyone who is acquaint~d: with the appointee. · 

Acquaintance 

_ On Novetnber 8, 1965·, Dr. C~YL P. HASKINS, · · 
President, Carnegie Institute of WaShrtgton·, · Washiri'gton, 
D • . c. , who resides ~t 22 Green A-a:rie Lane, Westport, · 
Connecticut, and who maintains a residence at 1545 
18th Street, N. W., Wa~hington, D. C._, was contacted ·. 
at the Coffee Ho~se, 54 West .45th Street·; New York, 

. New York. He advised that he worked closely with the 
appointee from 1940 to . l945 in the Office of Scientific 

.. Research and Development. He also served on the 
Board. of the Carnegie· Institute of Washington with tne 
appointee f'rom 1945 t.o 1955, an~ succeeded the ·. 
appointee as President of the Carneg1.~ Institute of 
Washington in 1956. He stated he has the highest· 

b 6 
b 7C 

opinion of the appointee's integrity, brilliance, ability, 
character, reputation, associates. and loyalty. He 
added that the appointee is forcible and very decisiv~ 
and is eXperienced in panel discussions and the work 
of members of a Board of Directors. He would recommend 
the appointee ~or a position of trust. · 

He added that the appointee has two sisters, 
one of whom is ~etired and was :Dean ·or Women at 

·- 2 -
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Tufts College, Medford, Massachusetts. He believes 
one of the appointee's sisters is named REBA. One 
sister is married, the other is single. 

He added that the ~pointee~~------------~ 

RICHARD, a surgeon in the Bost"~:m area.· 

HASKINS stated that there is no question· 
of· the reputation of the' appointee's wife .or family. 
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Mr. Casper __ 
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l Mr. Conrad_____ i 
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i :Mr. Gale _____ !\ 
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Mr. Rosen ____ , 

Mr. Sullivan...... j 
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Tele. Room _______ _ 
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VANHEVAR 
0 

SP1 0 8 ED ELEVEI EIGHT INSTANTJ. ~6 
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RENY REPORT ELEVEN FIVE LAST, AND WFO TEL TO NY ELEVEN FIVE LAST. 

ON ELEV~N· EIGHT INSTANT.I I 

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, NEW YORK, NEW YORK, ADVISED APPOINTEE RECEIVED 

HONORARY DOCTOR OF SECIENCE DEGREE FROM THIS SCHOOL ON MARCH SIX, 

NIRETEEN FQRTYSEVEN. 

ON ELEVEN EIGHT INSTANT, DR., .. CARYL P. HAS!~~~ PRESIDENT, CAR• 

NEGIE INSTITUTE OF WASHINGTON, WASHINGTON, D.C., WHO WORKED CLOSELY 

WITH APPOINTEE AT OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENt 

FROM NINETEEN FORTY TO NINETEEN FORTY FIVE, WAS ON THE BOARD OF THE 

CARNEGIE INSTITUTE OF WASHINGTON FROM NINETEEN FORTY FIVE TO NINE· 

TEEN FIFTYFIVE, Ail\ WHO SUCCEEDED APPOINTEE AS PRESIDENT OF CARNEGIE 

INSTITUTE OF WASHINGTON IN NINETEEN FIFTYSIX, HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

APPOINTEE AS TO CHARACTER, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES, ABILITY AND LOYAJ..ITY. 

REPORT ,OLLo
us.!' · .. ::,. }• ~ !i:f: .:Ll t.r~ 30 
• · · !fi?:l•.·:: NOT RECORDED 

:u. ,, , .J I:, ' '6SJAN. -~- 1966 ~ 
/( . · , ~, •• :l 

" I·J• !!;; 
2•WA PLS ACK FOR NR ••3•• ·-4~•- AND ··5'»•- -

r ••a 

WA •• • JRL . · ·.· "'r;. 'Jtr~ 

Ji ~,Jlti,d) '1~~1 . 
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oAIRGRAM o CABLEGRAM rn RADJO o TELETYPE 

R-28 

3:14 PM 

TO 

FROM CINCINNATI 081921 

0 
VANNEVAR BUSH, SPIN. 

RE BOSTON TEL TO BUREAU NOVEMBER 8 INSTANT. 

RECORDS DISCO COL UMBUS, OHIO REVEAL APPOINTEE HAS 

FOLLOWING ACTIVE CLEARANCES ON FILE: 

TOP SECRET CLEARANCE DATED MAY 21, 1957 CLEARED BY 

Tolson __ 

Belmont--
Mohr __ _ 
DeLooch __ 
Caspe r __ 
Callahan . __ 
Conrad __ 

Felt---
Gale __ _ 
Rosen __ _ 

Sullivan--
Tovcl __ _ 
Trotter __ 
Te le. Room -

OFFICE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE SECURITY SERVICES DIVIS ION BASED 

ON BACKGROUND INVESTIGAT ION CON DUCTED BY DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

AND DATED MAY 29, 1957· EMPLOYER MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF 

TECHNOLOGY CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS. POSITION NOT G I V~. 

SECRET CLEARANCE DATED FEBRUARY 1, 1958 BASED ON BACK 

GROUND INVESTIGATION DATED MAY 29, 1957 CONDUCTED BY DOD 

LETTER OF CONSENT ISSUED BASED ON PRESENTLY ACTIVE TOP SECRET 

CLEARANCE DATED MAY 29, 1957· EMPLOYER SHOWN AS METALS AND 

\ CONTROLS CORPORATION 34 FOREST STREET ATTLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 

/~/- lf/k - .. --NOT RECOROc,... 1 
.'J I 

53 JAN 6 1966 - - -~ - • 
/). 7-Cf 

.te JAN 3 1966 

Jf the intelligence contafned in the above me ssage is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems . 
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PAGE TWO FROM CINCINNATI 081921 

POSITION-DIRECTOR . . 

SECRET CLEARANCE DATED APRIL 10, 1958 GRANTED ON 

BASI S OF TOP SECRET CLEARANCE ISSUED BY OFFICE SECRETARY OF 

DEFENSE SECURITY SERVICES DIVISION. EMPLOYER MASSACHUSETTS 

INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS POSITI ON 

MEMBER OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

TOP SECRET CLEARANCE DATED FEBRUARY 8, 1960 BY OFFICE 

OF NAVAL RESEARCH 495 SUMMER STREE T BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 

BASIS FOR CLEARANCE138Y AUTHORITY OF CH IE F OF NAVA L MATER IALS 

WASH INGTON, D. C. LE TTER OF CONSENT ISSUE D BASED ON WAIVER 

OF INVESTIGATIVE REQUIREMENTS AUTHORIZED BY THE SECR ETARY 

OF DEFENSE DEPARTMENT OF ARMY . 

REPORT FOLLOWS. 

RECEIVED: 3:39 PM JG 

If the intelligence contained in the aboue r:ae ssage is to ~e disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau s cryptographic systems. 
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FBI 

Date: 11/10/65 

Transmit the following in --------=:---:----:-:----~;----------1 r (Type in plaintext or code) 

)Vi{ AIRTEL 
1\. (Priority) I 

------------------------------------------------L------- -

\ 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, WFO (161-3359) (RUC) 

V ANNEV AR .{;]SH 
I 

Rereport of SAl ~ated 11/8/65, b6 
Washington, D.C. ~------------------~ b7C 

regarding 
Office of 
following 

9/3/47: 

6/3/49: 

1/22/53: 

9/20/56: 

5/28/57: 

.~· .. C:.~,~. 

On 11/9/65, SAl lreviewed the file 
the appointee at the Security Services Division 
the Secretary of Defense, which contained the 
pertinent informati"on: 

·--•• t-..,,); 

Granted "Top Secret" clearance by the 
Joint Research and Development Board based 
on "Q" clearance issued by the Atomic 
Energy Commission in 1947. 

Above clearance terminated. 

Granted "Top Secret" clearance by Research 
and Development Board, Office of the 
Secretary of Defense, based on the above 
"Q11 clearance by AEC. 

Granted "Secret" clearance by Department of 
Army as a Director of Merck and Company, 
Incor"Forated, Rahway, New Jersey. 

Interim ''Top Se~ret" clearance issued by 
~ffi~e·of Secretary of Defense, to serve as 

(Enc. 2) 

a member of the Defense Science Board, 
Office of th,e~.secretary of Defen~. 

/iii-> t~~ ---
NO-I 

't c N O'l. 11 1£Sr 
------M Per ----=..,..a~!:.......,~~ 
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5/29/57: "Top Secret" clearance issued by the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense for above 
appointment. 

7/1/57: Above clear~nce terminated.as BUSH declined 
appointme~f to the Defense Science Board. 

5/7/59: Granted access to Institute for Defense 
Analyses, DraFer reports. 

The above file contained. no additional pertinent 
information. 

On ll/9/65J lr~rsynne' Pecora,, 
Office of the Secretary of Def~nse, advised SA 
that the only records she had: .. :~bricerning the appointee was 
a card indicating the appointie served as a Consultant 
to the Research and Devel.opment Board, without compensation 
and was terminated on 6/3/49, due to the completion of his 
duties. She stated the car<i failed to indicate the date 
of his entrance on duty or any additional information. 

2 

b6 
b7C 
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:fF0 161-3359 
..:-FD :j br 

• 
b6 

0ffice of the Dl.·rec. tbr of Defense, Res~a~ch .arn: ::;si~nerring, b7C 
Deqartr. ~nt of Defe9se op 11 t9 165, adv1sed SA__ _ _ _ _ 

' 

lthat she1 1r. Vt.NN~VIR B S-1 
when he was the first Chairman of the Join~t......,._e_s_e_a_r_c_l,_l ....... 

DevelOI-Jr.ent .i3oard ~chartered by the War and. Navy Departrrent), 
and subsequently while he was the;.;_ first Chairnan of the 
l<esearch and Levelo~nent Board of the National Defense istablish
n.ent as well as the first director of the Gffice of Security, 
kesearch and Develo~ment of the Departnent of Defense. Since 
leaving the chairrranshii_J of the last nan,ed J?OSi tion, he has 
been utilized as an offici.a,l ,.or unofficial consultant bj each 
uf his :.;uccessors. In 195T,.·he was active on·the staff of the 
h.ockefeller r~eorganization i-lan, the comn.ittee for the 
reorganization of the Def"artr.ent of Defense, wh!i:ch resulted 
in the establishn ent of the Gffi~e of the /.ssistant Secretary 
of Lefense for Research and ~ngineerinh· He said that since 
he left the chairn:anship in 1949 .~· he has rarelj cone to 
l~ashington. She considers hin. 'fr,{be an outstanding Anerican 
citizen of the utr.·ost lojal tj and ?atriotism. His character 
and reiJutation are above reprcach. He was associated with 
and directed n.any of the top scientific rr.ilitary offices and 
had rest'onsibility in research;· political a1J::.ointn:ents in the 
De~artrrent of Defense and other tc~ Governcent officials. 
\.Jhile she has met Lrs. BUSH, she does not know her well . 
.She stated she would certainly reconrr.end hirr for a position 
of trust and confidence. She said there is no one left in 
the f.epartnent of Defense who would have worked with hir. 
durinb the ~eriods rr.entioned abcve. 

- 3 -
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;_, __ .. 



• 
t/FQ 161-3359 
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on u/9/6~. I lrrsonnel Office, 
and I J Institute 
for Development-Ana yses, 400 Army-Navy Dr1ve, Arlington, 
Virginia, advised SA LAWRENCE ~E:· BUSCHER that their 
f i 1es contained no record reg~cling the appointee. 

On 11/10/65, SA I I reviewed the 
file regarding the appointee at the Office of Security, 
Department of State; which revealed that-the Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs (CU), Department of 
State, on 2/4/64, requested·the Office of §ecurity 
to conduct a name check regarding BUSH as a canidate for 
an American Specialist Grant under Public .Law 87-256. 
On 2/26/6ll, the Jffice of Security furnished the results 
of the name check to CU ?-nd on _3/5/64, CU advised the 
Office of Security that it was be~lieved the furnished 
information of BUSH would not preclude a grant by CU. 

The file contained two newspaper clipings from 
II 1\ . 

the Washington Post Newspaper dated 10/19/54, and 10/20/54, 
regarding the appointee's testimony before a House of 
Representatives, Government~-> Operations Suhcommi ttee 
looking into the organization and administration -of military 
Research and Development. The articles revealed the 
testimony of Dr. BUSH on 6/18/ 54·. Copies of the newspaper 
articles are attached. 

IC~~----~--~----~~kaused a search to be made 
of the records at the National Archives in an attempt to 
locate a personnel file concerning the~tappointee and was 
advised on 11/10/65, that-no record could be located . 

. _:.,,:·-· 
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;1 
CU, Department of State, 

at she could .locate no 

.• 

av ng re~ved an American Specia~is~ b 6 
Public Law 87~~56 during 1964. r I b 7 C 

advised the fact he did ri~~: get a grant was not s gn ricant 
since many names are check~d by CU and these people are never 
approached to make the trip. 

On ll/l0/65,1r---------------~ 
·. Division For Americans A~--· ffice of U. s. Programs and 

Services, CU, advised SA that her records indicated 
BUSH did not receive a gran un er Public ·Law 87-256. . Her 
records contained a copy of a letter written to BUSH on 
1/13/65, explaining to him the objectives of the American 
Specialist Program, and a~~ing him if he would be .interested 
in such a grant. BUSCH rePlied by letter dated 1/19/65, that 
he was not interested. 

A review of the hea~' before a Subcommittee of the 
Committee on Government Operat~ns, House of Representatives, 
83rd Congress, Second Session ~n the "Organization and Adminis
tration of the Military Research and Development Programs 11 

revealed the following information: t/ 
Dr. VANNEVAR BliSH, President of the Carnegi- ~ f 

Institution of Washington, ~l ... c., testified on 6/18/~and 
his testimony was set forth ~'~n pages 451 - 474. In his testi
mony the appointee stated that the development of weapons was 
very closely interlinked with their use and it was impossible 
to separate the discussion of their development completely 
from the way in which they are used in practice. He stated 
that he felt there were two serious weaknesses . today that 
impede our program of research ancl development. 

"First:, the security clearance system. as now prac
ticed is, in my opinion doing great damage to the relations 
between science and Government, and particularly to the 
relations between scientists and weapons development." 

"Second, it s~~lns .to me that we have lost our 
effectiveness in getting :u -weapons tested, tried out, pro
duced on an experimental mr'Sis, an'Q finally introduced to us. 11 

He pointed out that approximately one year ago he 
had appeared before a committee ~am~ning the organization of 
the Army and he had told them tha't we had just fought the 



WFO 161-3359 
ELN:sew 

• 
Korean War and used no new weapons, no new improvements over 
World War II except the helicopter, and that was evidence 
t~at something was wrong~ : 

.· . tJ't.,iusH stated, "Now,~t me turn to the other weak-
ness for a moment, and that ·s the ·~~ecurity system. I 
do . not need to bore you, certainl;f:P;i,with a detailed recital. 
I feel that the way in which -our ,.;:ae~urity system is working 
a t the present time is dr iving a ~~j@e between the mi litary 
~nd tfie scientific people of the f:ifty, and is doing great 
harm. ··~·· . 

; 

I "During the vlar there · was developed a partnership · 
between military men and sci~ntific men. It was not brought I 

about automaticallyj it :l.s not ' a thing that occurs readily. 
These men some from different. backgrounds, and 1 t is hard J 
for each group to understand the other; but nevertheless, 
by the end ·or the War an excellent situation had develope d / 
in which there was mutual respect between the two groups, 
and they operated together well.~ ••• ~~That partnership, which 1 
was a healthy one at the end of the war, is , in my opinion, ' 
now almost destroyed, and one of the primary reasons is the 
security system." 

tA.;susH testified, "The scientists, generally, t hat 
served well, loyally, and vigorously now find that they are 
beins queried, and people qre going about asking questions 
about them. The whole air · ~.f susp•icion is just not such as 
to produce gooa collaboratiot'l~ the kind of realy wholehearted 
collaboration between military men and t he scientific communit 
that we very much need to have for the problems that are 
ahead of us." 

In his testimonty he stated, "Scientists today are 
discouraged and downhearted, and feel that they are being 
pushed out, and they are." . 

/ --- He mentioned that a week ago a man who was a member ~-
11 of a Scientific Advosory Committee to the Security Council I 

had said to him, "Will we have practically s,tppped . working. ~ 
It is quite impossible to accomplish anything in this atmos- i 
ph ere . ------./ ' 

- 6 -
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BUSH stated that this was the'' ~ort of reaction he would g~J 
out of three out of four scientists today.rlre-stateci; · 
"They go on working, but they feel that-tri'ey are not welcome, 
that they are regarded with susp~~ion, that some of the men 
who led them during the War are ;;fiow being questioned and their 
security and loyalty are in doubt. They are like any Army 
without trust in their top,.-J.eadership or in the political 
leadership or the country. ts. :·. 

£LBUSH stated that ·te felt the President's executive 
order and the way it has been implemented have been very 
unfortunate and have increased the seriousness of the situa
tion. 

I 

I 
He stated "There is zto question in my mind t .hat we f 

must have a very effective type of security to prevent leaks I 
or technical matters, diplomatic matters, or any other matters 
that should be held under secrecy; that we should be very / 
alert that we have no suhv~rsives in our midst, no traitors I 
about; that \'le must have a·:. gystem that is thoroughly enforced 
in every laborator;r. and eve'ry military center to preserve the 
essential secrets. • 

"The system should be an inteliigent one; it should 
be a system that produces the desired effect, that secures 
results without disrupting the w_flole operation, without 
throwing us in a complete turm<iil., and without reducing moral 
to the extent that it has be:~·· -reduced recently. 11 

J 
,f). t,/ ... ( .'\.l ~ 
v=-<-EUSH mentioned ~~n~Y..~ a workable security 1 

system during \o./orld \Afar I~n9 ~hat he was proud of the fact/ 
that although he had 4,ooo.:·o-r 2,000 scientists and 30,000 1 
including contractors, no case of disloyalty developed. He / 
said ~believed it was possible to have a '~orkable security 
system,' which will produce good results without the sort of 1 
scandalous affairs that we have .. had continually before us in\·· 
recent years, and without drivint the scientists or this 
country into a position where they think that Govenment does 
not v1ant them and is suspic;ious of them and where morale is 

'llo 14w that we cease our accomplishments •11 } 

- 7 -
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Bush ~s§aiis j 
SecuJl'JLty a§ L : 

.. r.::::::-.... -

.lf-Iar1ning U, §, 
System Drives Wedge 
Between Military and , : 
Scicuti::; t1!, ·He Says . ·1 

I 
Auociah d. .~;e,.a: . .. 

Yallllr..•.:ar ~says -~he Gov:
cn,mcnt'S"'"'securi:y syst~m is · 
''drh·in~ ~ wedge b~tween the . 
mpitary ar,d .scientific people yf 
t~.e country, a:.d is doing g~·t\t 
i\~!·m." · f 

{':!Bush, a noted ~dentist, tesfti
fied before ihc House G\JYern-· 

·ment Operations Subcommittee· 
last June 18 am! llis testimony 
was :r.1ade public last night. 

The subcommittee 11eld hr:ar
ings on the organization and 
administration of the . r,1ilitary 
rcsc:trch and de\·c!opmcnt pro
grams. 

Bush said that during World 
War II there den~loped " }Jart· 
ncrship between rr ilitary men 
and scientific men. 

'·That partnership, which was 
·a he c:lthy one at the end of the 
.war, is, in my opinion, now 
almost de;;troyed," Bush de
clared, "and one of the primary 
.re::~sons is the security sys tem.' t Bush pointed to the delay~ 
jn security clearances and lacJ.t 
7£ official statements on th& 

!security irH'cstigation itself. ·l' 
'·The scientists, gencL·ally, 

thai served well, loyally • . and 
, vigorously n~w find that they; 
.3re being queried, and people 
are going about asking qucs-. 
tions about them," Bush con
t inued. 

·'The whole air of suspicion 
is jus t not such as to produce 
good collaboration between 
military men and the scientific. 
community that we very much 1 
need to have !or the problems! 
that arc ahead vf us." .1 

.... Bti.sh -s:aia;~:i11o11 hears] 
a great den! about A·hombs, 
'and 1:1-bombs. '·We do not heal". 
as much about biologicnl war-; 
rare, but t can assure you gen
tlemen that I am as deeply 
~oncerned about that as n pos· 
;ibilily as I am about fission 
- ombs and fusion hombs." 

"I can also sny to you that 
the morale of the scientists 
today· as I meet them is low, 
so low that while they will not: 
l·efuse to ·servjl, they will serve · 
without enthusi;:sm and with
·out fruitful inspiration," Bush; 
said. · , 

PGST 

•• 

~~~~:::. ~r· r- ..... ~·.·. -. -~ .. _. • 
.,t ,(\\-~ ~ J. · " ,P. .o -' • - -

. . It/ - '/ /~ ,J 



... , l 

• 
Bush Sees 

. H ysieri~ · -· 
I 

l ILes~e-ning· 
.,ssoclated P:ts.s L\ 

Dr. V:t~1!1QY.i\t_B\llihV ooe of 
the~Gon's top w art i m e 

!
scientists, .said yesterday that 
he thinks the "gener:.l atmos· 

lpherc with regard to security 
clearance has improved" but 
the system s.till t1eeds over· 
haulin g.. · · · · 

Bush's remarks were made 
lo a newsma.n following release 
of his testimony before a House 
subcommittee last June when 
he said "the way in which our 
security system is .working at 

· the prese-.'1t . time is driving a 
wedge betwee-n the military and 

. s c j en t if i c people of the' 
country." . 
. r In commenting on his cur~ 

1 rb:1t views, Bush said "the s~ 
1 qJrity itself is bad .. . It's aJ, . 
. s~trd the war it works."· . · 
1 The scientist noted " thin s 
' have improved quite a bit sin~ . 
J une ... We're getting over • 
our hysteria, and I feel a lit-i 
tle more encouraged." I 

Io his · testimony, made pub·j 
iic Mo.'1aay, Bush said the re-I 
action of tht·ee out of four 
scien tists · working with the' 

· ,Gover nment both in Washing·' 
't~1 a"d in the field was sum-' 
I med up by the reaction of an· 
'unnamed friend, once ·in top 
warti1;11c councils. · He quoted 
the frie111d: 

"'\Vel!, we have practically i 
stopped working. It is quite 1 
impossi b!e to accomplish any
thing in t his atmosphere.'" 

Bush, p r e s j d e n t of the 
Carnegie Instituti!>n a·nd war
time chairman of the Research 
·and De\·elqpment Board, joined 
other scientists in testifying~ 
before a H ouse Govemment 
0 Deralions Subcommittee in 
jdstiga ting lhe status of .mn~j 
t : ry research programs. Thl, 

I sabcommittcc iatet· expr~ssc~j 
jit-1> concer.n over a lag in nevl 

I 
wcapo:1s and urged the Penta· . 
gon to improve relations with : 

. the :\'ation':; scie-ntists. 
! 
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Office: CINCINNATI 

Field Off ice File fJ : 161-386 Bureau File #: 

Title: 

Character: 

SynapJis: 

VANNEVAR BUSH 

SPIN 

Records, DISCO, Columbus, Ohio, reveal appointee has four 
active clearances on file. 

·- RUC -

DETAILS: 

AT COLUMBUS 1 OHIO 

On November 8, 1965J 
Central Index Files, Defense ~~n"""'d ....... us"""'t':""r""""1'!!1""' a"""'i ..... s""e"""'c"""'u""""r~i,..t~y~c-re"""'a"""'r~a"""'n~c~e~-__. 
Office, Defense Construction Supply Center, advised that 
VANNEVAR BUSH, date of birth, March 11, 1890, possesses the 
following clearance record: 

Clearance fll 
"Top Secret" issued May 29, 1957. Cleared by Office 

Secretary of Defense, Security Services Division, and based 
on a background investigation dated May 29, 1957, conducted 
by Department of Defense. Employer shown as Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts. Position 
not given. 

T his document con t cr l ns n e ither recommendation s n or conclusi on s of th e F B I. It Is t he pr operty o f the FBI a nd i s loaned to 
y o u r aqency; 1t a nd its conte nts ar e n o t t o b e di s tr i buted ou t sid e y o ur a ge n c y . 
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Clearance #2 
"secret" issued ~ebruary 1, 1958, cleared by 

~I .• : ·. Department of Defense, and· b.ased on background investigation 
dated May 29, 1957, which· investigation was . c·ondi.Jcted by 
Departmeri~ . of Defense. Department of Defense letter of 
consent issued based on presently active "top ~;Jecret" ·clearance 
dated May 29, 1957. Employer listed as Metals · and -Controls 
Corporation, 34 Forest Street, Attleboro, Massachusetts. 
Position listed as Director. 

Clearance #J . 
"secret" clearance issued April 10, 1958; clearance 

granted on basis of "Top Secret" clearance, granted by Office 
Secretary of Defense, Security Services Division. Based on 
background investigation dated May 29, 1957, conducted by Office 
of Department of Defense. Employer listed as Massachusetts 
Institute, Cambridge, Massachusetts; position - M~ber of 
Executive Committee. 

Clearance #4 
"Top Secret" issued February 8, 1960; issued by 

Office of Naval Research, Branch Office, Boston, Massachusetts, 
clearance granted per authority Chief of Naval Material, 
Washington, D.C. Letter of consent issued based upon a waiver 
of investigative requirements authorized by Secretary of Defen~e, 
Department of ADny. Employer given as Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Cambridge, Massacpusetts. Position given as 
Chairman of Corporation. I 

- 2*-



TO RECTOR 

FRO~l BOSTON 
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• 
URW:THPll-12-65 PED 

(161-1452) CP9 8 p 

VANNEVAR BUSH • SP1 • 

• 

REBUTEL CALL TO BOSTON NOVEMBER TWELVE INSTANT. 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE INSTANT HORACE ~~~~ ONE HUNDRED 
a 

MEMORIAL DRIVE, CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS, RETIRED, FORMER 

TREASURER OF MIT, ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN DR. BUSH SINCE THE 

~~-~r. '!'olson . - _ \ 
~ Ml'. Belmont__ 
i· Mr. Mohr--
~ Mr. DeLoach___ 
:. Mr. Casper-
:_ Mr. Callahan_ • 
' Mr. CC>nrad---
; :Mr. Felt . 
·i Mr. G.+l --· , 
:1 Mr. RtJr:!!n --
·: Mr. f.u' t -..:-n _ 
;1 .l'rir. TaYcl--
i! 1\Ir. Tr~t:Pr __ .. . 
n T~le. I~v:.Jhl -- . 

1

1 
Miss • . 1. -

·Miss Gundy_ 

~ --=--- . 
~ ~J~ 

Ro~~~l~ 

-:~·~( 

EARLY NINETEEN TWENTIES WHEN HE FIRST CAME TO MIT. HE SAID THE 

APPOINTEE'S FATHER MARRIED HIM, FORD, AT ABOUT THAT TIME. MR. 

FORD STATED THE APPOINTEE HAD TWO SISTERS, EDITH, RETIRED FROM 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY, RESIDING AT NINETY -5IX COMMERCIAL STREET, (,l 

PROVINCETOWN MASSACHUSETTS, AND MRS. RALPH LAWRENCE, RESIDING ~ 

SIXTY -6IX STONE ROAD, BEUlONT, MASSACHUSETTZ:t !E l¥t ~E 
0
q 

APPOINTEE HAD NO BROTHERS AND HIS PARENTS ~lED YEAdS lA~~ 
HE SAID THA APPOINTEE IS AN OUTSTANDING SCIENTIST, A CITIZEN 

/ ---~ 
WHO HAS SERVED HIS COUNTRY lt/ELL, A NAN OF OU~~~&liE1TY 

CHARACTER, REPUTATION, AND ASSOCIATES, AND A :1L60~~~ ~~~N OF THE UNITED -STATES. HE RECOMMENDED HIM WITHOUT RESERVATION 

OF TRUST AND RESPONSIBILITY. ~,, 

t .'· ....... , .... A.J 
- ~ rv, 'I e c. _ _._ .• v 

F~ ~GH'POSI~ 
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PAGE TWO 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, INSTANT, ,HOijftSftt!_~:I~' SENIOR 

PARTNER, TUCKER, ANTHONY AND R.L. DAY, BANKERS, SEVENTY-FOUR 

STATE STREET, BOSTON t1ASSACHUSETTS, ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN THE 

APPOINTEE SINCE BOTH WERE SMALL BOYS IN CHELSEA, MASSACHUSETTS. 

HE SAID HE KNEW THE APPOINTEE'S APRENTS WHO DIED SOME YEARS AGO. 

HE SAID THE APPOINTEE HAD NO BROTHERS. HE HAD TWO SISTERS, 

OLDER THAN HE, EDITH, WHO NEVER MARRIED, PRESENTLY ABOUT EIGHTY YEARS 

OF AGE RESIDING IN PROVINCETOWN, MASSACHUSETTS, AND REBA, NOW 

NRS. RALPH LAWRENCE, ABOUT SEVENTY -5EVEN YEARS OF AGE, RESIDING 

IN BELMONT, MASSACHUSETTS. MR. FROST STATED THAT IN SPITE or HIS 

GREAT ATTAINMENTS IN THE FIELD or SCIENCE AND HIS FREQUENT 

CONTACT WITH PEOPLE IN HIGH PLACES, INCLUDING PRESIDENTS OF THE 

UNITED STATES, HE HAS REMAINED A SIMPLE AND HUMBLE MAN. 

MR. FORST SAID HE HAD NO RESERVATION ~HATSOEVER IN RECOM

MENDING DR. BUSH FOR A HIGH POSITION OF RESPONSIBILITY BASED 

ON ABILITY, CHARACTER, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES AND LOYALTY TO 

THE UN! TED STATES • 

END PAGE T\VO 
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ON ~OVEMBER TWELVE, SIXTY -Frvd....._ _________ ..... 
ILours J. HUNTER AssoCIATEs, A MANAGEMENT couNSELLOR AND ....._ ___ _ b7 C 

TRUSTEE, SEVENTY-FIVE FEDERAL STREET, BOSTON , MASSACHUSETTS , 

ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN DR. BUSH SINCEI I HE 

SAID DR. BUSH WAS THE COUNTRY'S TOP SCIENTIST DURING WORLD WAR 

TWO AND HAS SERVED WITH EXTRAORDINARY DISTINCTION AS A SCIENTIST, 

EDUCATOR AND LEADER IN MANY VIRIED FIELDS. HE SAID HE KNOWS THE 

APPOINTEE'S TWO SONS WHO ARE ALSO SUCCESSFUL IN THEIR RESPECTIVE 

fiELD. 

HE RECOMMENDED THE APPOINEEE WITHOUT QUALIFICATION FOR 

A POSITION OF TRUST AND CONFIDENCE BASED UPON ABILITY, GOOD 

CHARACTER, REPUTATION, ASSOCIATES AND LOYALTY TO THE UNITED STATES. 

END PAGE THREE 
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ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, SIXTYFIVE,C. ROGERS BURGIN, RETIRED 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, NEW ENGLAND MERCHANTS 

NATIONAL BANK, PRUDENTIAL CENTER, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, ADVISED 

HE HAS KNOWN DR. BUSH FOR MORE THAN TWENTY YEARS. HE SAID DR. 

BUSH HAS DONE BUSINESS WITH THIS BANK OVER THE YEARS. HE SAID 

THE APPOINTEE FURING WORLD WAR TWO WAS THE LEADING ADVISOR TO 

PRESIDENT FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT ON SCIENCE AND THE 'ATOM BOMB. 

HE SAID HE HAS SERVED IN VARIOUS ADVISOTY CAPACITIES OVER THE 

YEARS AND IS A VERY ABLE AND COMPLETELY RELIABLE INDIVIDUAL. 

HE RECOMMENDED HIM UNQUALIFIEDLY FOR A POSITION OF TRUST AND 

RESPONSIBILITY. 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, SIXTY -FIVE J 

ENGLAND MERCHANTS NATIONAL BANK, ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN 

FOR ABOU~ loURING WHICH TIME THE BANK 

DR. 

HAS 

I 
I NEW 

BUSH 

HNADLED MANY BUSINESS MATTERS FOR THA APPOINTEE. HE SAID THE 

APPOINTEE IS A NOTED SCIENTIST AND ONE WHO HAS SERVED THIS 

END PAGE FOUR 
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COUNTRY AND ITS PRESIDENTS SINCE WORLD WAR TWO. HE RECOMMENDED 

HIM WITHOUT RESERVATION FOR A HIGH POSITION OF TRUST AND 

RESPONSIBILITY BASED UPON ABILITY, GOOD CHARACTER, REPUTATION, 

ASSOCIATES AND LOYALTY TO THE UNITED STATES. 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, INSTANT ,I I 
I MIT, CAMBEIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS' ADVISED HE 

....._H_A_S_K -NO_W_N_D_R_._B_U_S_H_F_OR_. AP PRoxIMA TEL A hH AT DR • 

BUSH WASI ~HEN HE ATTENDED GRADUATE 

SCHOOL AT....._M_I_T-.~~--------~~S-T_A_T .... ED HE WOULD GIVE DR.\BUSH A CLEAR 

BILL OF HEALTH AS TO CHARACTER, REPUTATION, LOYALTY AND 

ASSOCIATES AS HE IS THE MOST OUTSTANDING MAN IN THE COUNTRY 

TODAY. 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE INSTANT 

.__ __ J MIT, STATED THAT DR. BUSH IS THE MOST OUTSTANDING 

SCIENTIST IN THE COUNTRY TODAY. HE WAS PAST PRESIDENT OF THE MIT 

CORPORATION AND PRESENTLY HONORARY CHAIRMAN OF THE CORPORATION. 

END PAGE FIVE 
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....._ ______ ___.1 STATED THAT DR. BUSH'S MIND IS JUST AS 

KEEN TODAY AS IT EVER WAS AND THAT HE WOULD NOT HESITATE TO 

RECOMMEND DR. BUSH FOR ANY WORK THE GOVERNMENT MAY CALL UPON 

HIM TODAY AS HIS CHARACTER, LOYALTY, REPUTATION AND ASSOCIATES 

ARE BEYOND QUESTION. 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, SIXTYFIVEMR. J. 8. WIESNER, DEAN Of 

THE SCHOOL OF SCIENCE, MIT, ADVISED HE HAS KNOWN DR. BUSH FOR 

MANY YEARS AND CONSIDERS HIM THE MOST OUTSTANDING SCIENTIST IN 
' 

b6 
b7C 

THE COUNTRY. HE STATED HE ONNOT BEGIN TO ENUMERATE THE 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF DR. BUSH. HE STATED HE WOULD RECOMMEND WITHOUT 

RESERVATION DR. BUSH FOR ANY POSITION OF CONFIDENCE AND TRUST WITH 

THE GOVERNMENT. HE STATED HE CANNOT THINK OF ANY OTHER 

PERSON WHO HAS CONTRIBUTED MORE TO THE UNITED STATES THAN DR. BUSH. 

ON NOVEMBER T\IJELVE, SIXTYFI VE 
....._ _______________________ ~ 

ADVISED 

HE HAS KNOWN DR. BUSH SINCE NINETEEN TWENTYTHREE AND THAT DR. 

BUSH WAS ....._ _________________________ ~ 
END PAGE SIX 
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PAGE SEVEN 

• 

b6 
HE STATED HE CANNOT PRAISE DR. b7C 

BUSH HIGHLY ENOUGH AND THAT HE WOULD FULLY ENDORSE DR. BUSH FOR 

ANY POSITION THE GOVERNMENT MAY CALL UPON HIM TO DO, HE STATED 

DR. BUSH "S CHARACTER, REPUTATION, LOYALTY AND ASSOCIATES ARE 

BEYOND QUEST! ON. 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, INSTANT, !,!i:mJ
7
AN,f:£ &• Kp LlfiN, {,R •, 

CHAIRMAN OF THE CORPORATION, MIT, STATED DR. BUSH IS JUST AS 

VIGOROUS AND ACTIVE TODAY AS HE EVER WAS; THAT HIS AGE HAS NOT 

SLOWED HIM UP ONE BIT. HE STATED DR. BUSH WAS CHAIRMAN OF THE 

CORPORATION AND PRESENTLY HONORARY CHAIRMAN. DR. KILLIAN STATED 

THAT HE, KILLIAN, SUCCEEDED DR. BUSH AS CHAIRMAN OF THE CORPORATION. 

DR. KILLIAN STATED HE WOULD ENDORSE DR. BUSH 

WITHPIT RESERVATION FOR ANY WORK THE GOVERNMENT MAY CALL UPON 

HIM TO PREFORM, AS HE IS COMPLETELY DEPENDABLE AND LOYAL. 

END PAGE SEVEN 
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,t ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, INSTANti....._ ________ ___.IBELMONT b7C 

MASSACHUSETTS POLICE DEPARTMENT, VERIFIED THE RESIDENCE OF MR. 

AND MRS. RALPH LAWRENCE, SIXTY~lX STONE ROAD, B~ONT AND 

STATED THE FILES OF THIS DEPARTMENT CONTAINED NO ARREST RECORD 

IN THE! R NAMES. 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, INSTANT FRANCIS H. MARSHALL, CHIEF 

PROVINCETOWN, MASSACHUSETTS POLICE DEPARTMENT, VERIFIED THE 

RESIDENCE OF EDITH L. BUSH AT NINETY -SIX COMMERCIAL STREET, 

PROVINCETOWN, AND STATED SHE HAS NO ARREST RECORDS WITH THIS 

DEPARTMENT. 

ON NOVEMBER TWELVE, INSTANT, PRESONNEL, OFFICE OF THE ' 

MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSIONER OF PROBATION, SUFFOOK COUNTY COURT

HOUSE BOSTON, t1ASS ACHUSETTS, CENTRAL REPOSITORY FOR ALL CRPliN AL 

CONVICTION RECORDS IN THE COPH~ONvJEALTH OF MASS., ADVISED THE 

FILES OF THIS OFFICE CONTAINED NO RECORD IDENTIFIABLE WITH 

APPOINTEE 'S S !SIERS AND BROTHER -IN -LA\v, AS ABOVE NAMED. 

REPORT FOLLOWS 

GEND AND ACK PLS 

WA MRW 

FBI WASH DC 

TU VERY MX 
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FD-204 (Rev. 3-3-59) 

Copy to: 

U.ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF.STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

-~ 

Report ofl 
Date: ~1 ... l--'lll"l"lll!3--""6.,.5 _____ _. Offic~; Boston, Massachusetts 

Field Offiee File #: 161-1452 Bureau File #: 

Title: VANNEVAR BUSH 

Character: SPECIAL INQUIRY 

Svnopsis:Results of additional interviews of friends and associates 
of appointee set out. All interviews favorable and all 
recommend appointee highly. 

-RUC-

DETAILS: 

Investigation at Massachusetts Institute of 
TechnologJ was conducted by Special Agent_ I 

On November 12, 1965, HORACE FORD, 100 Memorial 
Drive, Cambridge, Massachusetts, retired, former Treasurer 
of Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), advised he 
has known Dr. BUSH since the early 1920's when he first 
came to MIT. He said the appointee's father married him, 
FORD, at about that time. Mr. FORD stated the appointee had 
two sisters) EDITH, retired from Tufts University, residing 
at 96 Commercial Street, Provincetown, Massachusetts, and 
Mrs. RALPH LAWRENCE, residing 66 Stone Road, Belmont, 
Massachusetts. He said the appointee had no brothers and 
his parents died years ago. 

b6 
b7C 

He said that the appointee is an outstanding scientist, 
a citizen who has served his country well, a man of outstanding 
ability, character, reputation, and associates, and a loyal 
citizen of the United States. He recommended him without 
reservation for a high position of trust and responsibility. 

This document contains neltl:er recommendalions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is th e property of th e FBI and ls lo aned t o 
your agency: it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

.r.,. .. 
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On November 12~ 1965, HORACE W. FROST, senior 
partner, Tucker~ Anthony and R. L. Day, Bankers, 74 State 
Street, Boston, r-1assachusetts, advised he has known ~he . 
appointee since both were small boys in Chelsea, Massachusetts~ 
He said he knew tre~appointee 1 s parents who died some years 

' L 

ago. He said the appointee had no brothers. He had ·two sisters, 
older than he, ED,ITH, who never married, presently.about 
80 years of age residing in Provincetown, Massachusetts, and. 
REBA, now Mrs. ~LPH LAWRENCE, about 77 years of .age, residing 
in Belmont, Massachusetts. Mr. FROST stated that in spite 
of his great attainments in the field.of scienci and his 
frequent contact with people in high places, including 
presidents§of the United States, he has remained a simple. 
and. humble man. · 

Mr. FORST said he had no reservation rtThatsoever 
in recorrnnending Dr. BUSH ..f~r a tligh position of responsibility 
ba~ed on ability, character,. reputation). associates and loyalty 
to' the United States. 

;.: . 
• 

D · On November -12, 1965,1 
Louis J. Hunter Associates, ~.a~~m~a~n~a~g~e~m~e~n~t~c~o~u~n~s~e~r~r~o~r~a~n~a~~ 

b 6 
b 7C 

trustee, 75 Federal Street·, Boston MasSaChJlSetts rdvised 
he has known Dr. BUSH sincel _He said 
Dr. BUSH was the country's top scientist during \vorld War II 
and has served w·i th extraordinary distinction as a scientist, 
educator and leader in many varied fields. He said he knows· 
the.appointee's two sons who are a;lso successful in their 
respective field. · 

He recorrnnended the appointee without qualification 
for a position of trust and confidence based up9n ability~ 
good ·Character, reputation, associates and lo~alty to the 
United States. 

On November 12, 1965; c. ROGERS BURGIN, retired 
ehairman of the Board of Directors, Nel'l England Merchants 

-2- .· 
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National Bank, Prudential Center, Boston, Massachusetts, 
advised hehas lmown Dr. BUSH for more than twenty years. 
He said Dr. BUSH has done business with this bank over the 
years. He said the appointee during World War II vras the 
leading advi.sor to President FRANJIT,INlfiD. ROOSEVELT on science 

end the atom bomb. He said he has served .in various adv:tsory 
capacities over the years and is a very able and completeiy 
reliable individual,._ He reconnnended him unqualifiedly-for 
a position of trust.· and. responsibtli ty. 

. a h 1 
T"'r-u-s""t_D_e_p_a_r..,t_m_e_n~£,..,-_ """N"""""'e .. w~EI""n"""'g""'i"""'a"""'n .. d-..... 

~~~~~~~a~-~, ~n~a~~~a~n~,~a~v~1~s~ed- he has known Dr. BUSH for 
during which t,ime the bank has handled many .·· 

busin-•e-s"""·· s_m_a.,..,.-e ... rs for the appointee. He said the apppintee . . 
is a noted scientist and one \'Tho has served this -country and. · ·· 
its pres·idents since World \far II. He recommended hi'm 
without reservation for a high position of trust and ·resporisibil:I.ty . 
. based upon ability, good character,· reputation, associates 
md loyalty to the United States. .. 

ha Dr. B 
sc1en 1.s 1n the country today. He was past president of 
.the MIT Corpo»il.l<~s<: a.ll~ ll:~ll~jly honorary chairman · of the 
corporation. I stated that Dr. BUSH's·mind 
is just as ~een o ay 1s ever was and that he would not 
hesitate to recdmmend Dr. BUSH for aruwork the Government 
may call upon him.today as his characte:r, loyalty, reputation 
and associates ar~ beyond question. 

--3-. 
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On November 12, 1965~ J. B. WIESNER, Dean of The 
School· of Science, MIT, advised he-'· has lmown Dr. BUSH _for. ; ... 
many years and considers him the most o_utstanding scientist 
in the country. He stat_ed he cannot begin to enumerate the 

.achievements of Dr. BUSH. He stated he would recommend without· 
·. r.eservation Dr. BUSH for any position of confidenc-e and 
.tr.ust with the Government, He stated he cannot think of any 
other person who has contributed more -to the Uni-ted · States 

:than Dr. BUSH. 

He stated he cannot praise· 
..... ""'"''''!:~""''"''''~l"''""""~=~~~~~~a~n~~a-t he would fully endorse Dr. 

for any position the.Government may call upon him to 
do. He stated Dr. BUSH's character, reputation, loyalty 
and associates are beyond question. · 

. On November .12, 1965, Dr. JAMES- R •. KILLIAN,_ JR., 
Chairman of the Corporat'ron, IJI!T, ?tated Dr. BUSH is just. 
as vigorous and active today as he ever was; that· his age 
has not -slowed him,up one bit. -:He:stated Dr. BUSH was .. 
chairman of the corporation. and ·p~esently honora!"'J chairman. 
Dr. KILLIAN stated that. he, KILLIAN, succeedecl Dr. BUSH as: 
Chairman of tbe Corporation. Dr." KILLIAN stated he vwuld 
endorse Dr. BUSH v-ri thout reservatioi;i I' or any worlc the Government 
may call upon .. his ·to p~rform, as he is_ completely dependable . 
and loyaL · · · 

· .. On. No.vember · i2, ·1965, 1....._ ______ ""!"""!!!~_. ....... ---....... 

Belmont, Mass~qpu~etta_..P.olice ~partmeq:\:!_, verified the 
residence. of Mr. ana Mrs. RALPH LAWRENCE, 66 Stone Road, 
Belmont. and stat'ed -the fileS· of this department contained 
n·o arrest re_cord in t0-eir riames·. · 

.. ~ Novemb~r_ 12, 10?5_, FRAN:CIS H. MA~SHALL, _Chief, 
Provin~etown, Massachusetts Police-Department, verified the 

.::.4--, . 
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residence of EDITH L. BUSH at 96 Commercial Street, Provincetown, 
and stated she has no arr~st records with this department. 

On November 12, 1965, personel, Office of the 
Massc;i-chusetts Commi.ssioner of Probation, Suffolk County 
Courtl)ouse, Boston, IVJassachusetts, a central reposi ttmy for. 
all criminal convic'tion records in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, advised the files of this office contained 
no record identifiable with appointee's sisters and brother
in-law, as above named. 

-5*-
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~ GSA GEN. lEG. HQ. 21 

UNITED STATES G RNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO Mr. Gale 

FROl\1 W. V. Cleve~~ 
0 

VANNEVAR BUSH SUBJECT: 

SPECIAL INQUIRY - WHITE HOUSE 

I \ 

DATE:, 11/15/65 

\ 

' ' 

·~ 

Rosen---
Su l livan--
Tave l - -
Trotter~~-

/ll" 
Request received 10/25/65 from White House for investig( ion 

of Bush, who is being considered for a White House staff position regarding 
a White House panel in connection with the Foreign Intelligence Advisory 
Board. Investigation now complete. 

Bush is the prominent atomic scientist who has been associated 
with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology for many years. During 
World War II he directed the scientific effort of the United States in the 
development of the atomic bomb and other weapons. Investigation indicates 

)
Bush has been critical of Government security programs in the past. He was 
interviewed by us concerning Robert Oppenheimer in 1947, at which time he 
stated that prior to World War II Oppenheimer was procommunist, but he did 
not believe he was then disloyal, having divorced himself from his ques
tionable associations. Bush testified at hearings concerning Oppenheimer 
in 1954. Investigation otherwise highly favorable and persons interviewed 
described him as one of our foremost scientists who has given much of his~ 
time to the service of the United States Government. ~~ 

Since June, 1954, Bush has been on the list of persons not to be 
contacted without prior Bureau~proval. The files indicate that prior to 
that time Dr. Bush had been very cooperative with the Bureau going back to 

{1
1936. When interviewed during an applicant case in 1954 Bush asked the 
investigating Agent if the Agent knew all about him (Bush) and when informed 
the Agent did not know all about him, Bush said the Agent should know about 
him before interviewing him and he did not have time to answer the questions. 

ACTION: '/' '/ - -ob /61- ~ ~s 
Enclosed is a letter to Mr. Watson at the ~ft~ 

transmitting the resu1 ts of our investigation concer:q.~n,mrJ3ugh 1966 
Enclosures ~ "'-:'~6~--~ _ 

~ : =~: ~=t~~~~ . v/- a~· ~ w 1 - Mr • Ga 1 e .1 ( {j :. · 
1 Mr. Clevel:arid ' · .· .- .:· ~ i~-
1 - Mr. Young 

DHY:j~J (6) 

5:f Jt\N 6 1966 
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1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr. Cleveland 
1 - Mr. Young 

Honorable Marvin Watson 
Special Assistant to the President 
'lbe White House 
Wasbtngton, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Watson: 

November 15, 1965 

BY LIAISON 

Transmitted herewith ia a summary 
memorandum containing the results~f investigation 
conducted concerning Dr. Vanneva~8ush,_wbich was 
requested by Mrs. Mildred Stegall on October 25, 
1965. 

b3 

.. The investigation of Dr. Bush covered \ 

. ·_inquiries as to his character. loyalty, general . 1:: .:-·· \-1 .r 
standing and ab111 ty • but no inquiries were made""":! ~v'f: ~ :": \·~"" 
as to the sources of his income. . ~ ~ ~ ~ · \ 

. ... , - ·o "' 

Sincerely y~~' ~ ~~'- ~- \; w--v 1./ 7L . .- ? A ' ,~ ~. 
-- .r~l -.-rl ~j --~ ;...t; l " l 

V ~R'ECORo~ MJ-

11
: ".~ 

1 ~ l EX.~ 107 , ~N_:__1966 ci . ~ ~ 

See mehlo~·Cleve,~and to Gale re Vannevar Bush, SPI-Whi te House, 
DHY:jm, 11/15/65.~· ~~ , .i 

~:~~~~'an-- :•:• '., I "1 rr !\ /, f f ~ AY( . . -~. · ' 
~:::ad DHY: j~ .~ v\ - -~ -./l ~r: \I vI I ,A_ i ~Oi' 
~ ) ~ V nA~ 
Sullivan_ (7) -/ · V'' ' j . 

l:i::~J?~JAN 6 J96 '''!f~"" J 

~:;:,~;· "2,.,~o•D mmp'""'TD 'o ....... .¥~ ......... · P~om .... }:l?!l ......... -



,~ :.0 . 
'!'~ • 

November 15, 1965 

I . BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Birth 

Tolson _ _ 
Belmont __ 

Dr. Bush was born on March 11, 1890, in Everett, 
Massachusetts. 

Education 

Dr. Bush attended TUfte University, Medford, 
Yassacbusetts, from Septembe~ 1909, to June, 1913, receiving 
a B.S. degree and an M.s . degree, both in electrical engi
neering and both suaaa cum laude. 

Dr. Bush attended Harvard University, Cambridge rc 

Massachusetts, from Septeaber, 1915, to June, 1916, : 
receiving Doctor of Electrical Engineering degrees from ~ 
both Harvard University and the uassacbuaetts Institute ·9t;: 
Technology (MIT) under an asreeaent wbicb existed between ~ 
those two educational institutions at tbat time. ct1 s ·-z. 

'1--1 C> 
Dr. Bush has received numerous honorary degrees ~ 

from colleges and universities throughout tbe United Statesg 
in recognition of his work in the field of electrical engi-~ 
neering and bis service to tbe United States Government. 

DlplOYJ!ent 

Dr. Bush bas indicated that durina 1913 be was 
employed by tbe General Electric Company, Schenectady, 
New York. No records could be located concerning that 
employment and it was not verified. 

" I . 
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Vannevar Bush 

From September, 1914, to June, 1919, Dr. Bush was 
employed as an instructor and an assistant professor by 
TUfts University, Medford, Massachusetts. 

During the su .. er of 1915 Dr. Bush was employed 
as a subinspector by the Brooklyn Navy Yard, United States 
Navy, Brooklyn, New.York. 

Since 1919, except for various leaves of absence, 
Dr. Bush has been employed 1n various capacities by the MIT, 
cambridge, Massachusetts. He is presently Honorary Chairaan 
of the Corporation and lite member of the Corporation. 

From November, 1939, to Deceaber, 1955, Dr. Bush 
was President of tbe Carne11e Institution of Washington, 
Washington, D. c. 

From 1938 to 1951 Dr. Bush served for various 
periods of time as Dtrector, Office of Scientific Research 
and Development, Office of Eaeraency Management, Executive 
Otfice of the President; member, National Advisory Commit~ee 
:1b.r Aeronautics; Chainaan, Research and Development Board, 
National Military Establishment; Chairman, Research and 
Development Board, Department of Defense; and Chairman, Joint 
Research and Development Board; all in Washington, D. C. 

Dr. Bush ls a trustee of the Carnegie Institution 
of Washington, Washington, D. C.; TUfts Un1vers1tJ, Medford, 
Massachusetts; carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania: and the George Putnam Fund.of -Boston.·. · . 

From 1940 to 1956 he was a member of the Board of 
Regents of the S.ltbsonian Institution, Washington, D. c. 

In the past, Dr. Bush bas served as a consultant 
to the National Science Foundation: National Bureau of 
Standards, Department of Co.aerce; Secretary of War: Depart
ment of State; National Park Service, Department of the 
Interior; and the Patent Office, Department of Commerce; all 
in Washington, D. C. Since April, 1962, he has served as a 
consultant to llerck and Company, Incorporated, Rahway, 
New Jersey. 

- 2 -
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Proa January, 1947, to February, 1962, Dr. Bush was 
a meaber of the Board of Directors of the American Telephone 
and Telegraph Company, New York, New York. ~om November, 
1949, to April, 1962, be was a member of the Board of Directors 
of Merck and Company, Incorporated, Rahway, New Jersey. 

Dr • Bush has received n1111erous awards, medals and 
honors in recognition of his work as an engineer, edUcator 
and administrator. In January, 1964, be was awarded the 
National Medal of Science by President Lyndon B. Johnson. 
Dr. Bush is a member of numerous scientific and professional 
organizations and is the author of several books dealing with 
the field of electrical engineering~ 

Marital Status 

Dr. Bush is married to the former Phoebe Davis and 
resides with her at 304 Marsh Street, Belmont, Massachusetts. 

Military Service 

Dr. Bush was appointed a lieutenant commander in 
the United States Naval Reserve on september 30, 1924. Be 
was honorably discharged on June 2, 1933, as a lieutenant 
comaander by reason of resignation. His record is clear. 

II. RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION 

Interviews 

Julius A. Stratton, President, MIT, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, advised he uas known Dr. Bush for many years 
both socially and professionally and considers him a dedicated 
public servant who has devoted much of his time to the service 
of his country. Dr. stratton stated that Dr • . Bush led the 
scientific effort of tbe United States during World War II and 
directed the assembly of the atomic boab. He stated that, even 
though Dr. Bush is aged 75, his mind is clear and he is the 

. same person who "took this country" through World.War II and 
the soundness of his judgment bas never changed. Dr. Stratton 
advised "there is no person alive today who bas bOrne the 

I \__' - ' 
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responsibilities which Dr. Bush has borne." Dr. stratton 
stated that Dr. Bush is a loyal American whose character, 
reputation and associates are beyond reproach and he highly b 6 
recommended him for any position of trust and responsibil1ty.b7C 

TUfts Un vera ty, e or , uassac use ts, a en 
acguat,nted with Dr. Bp.sh forllany years and.__....., ___ .....,.___. 

pufts University with Dr. Bush. He said 
he considers Dr. Bush one of the most remarkable and out
standing gentlemen he bas ever known. He stated Dr. Bush is 
an extremely learned scientist and teacher and a dedicated 
American citizen who bas served in many capacities for the 
United States Governaent. He advised that Dr. Bush~ character, 
reputation and associates are above question and be highly 
recommended him for any position of trust and responsibility. 

Alan waterman, National Academy of Sciences and 
National Research Council, Washington, D. c., advised be has 
known Dr. Bush for over 30 years and worked-with him in 
the Office of Scientific Research and Development during 
World War II. Dr. Waterman stated that after World War II 
Dr. Bush was very instrumental in founding the National Science 
Foundation through his recommendations to the President~ the 
United States. He advised his association with Dr. Bush bas 
been social as well as professional. Be said Dr. Bush is a 
very brilliant engineer and a most capable administrator who 
is highly regarded both personally and professionally. He 
stated that Dr. Bush is very keen and energetic in spite of 
his age. Dr. Waterman advised there can be no question 
concerning Dr. Bush's character, reputation, loyalty and 
associates, and he highly recommended bta for any position of 
trust and respons1btltty. 

caryl P. Baskins, President, carnegie Institution 
of Washington. washington, D. C.s advised he worked closely 
with Dr. Bush during World War Il in the Office of Scientific 
Research and Development and has· been closely associated with 
him both socially and professionally since that time. Be said 
that Dr. Bush is forcible, decisive and brilliant, and is an 
experienced executive and administrator. Dr. Baskins stated 
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he is acquainted with the other members of Dr. Bush's family 
and considers thea all reputable persons. Be further advised 
that Dr. Bush is a loyal American whose character, reputation, 
associates and integrity are above reproach. Be highly recom
mended Dr. Bush for any poaition of trust and rtisponsibility. 

George Putnam, Jr., President, Putnam Management 
Company, Boston, Massachusetts, advised be bas served with 
Dr. Bush as a trustee of the George Putnam Fund of Boston 
and considers him one of the most outstanding men be bas ever 
met. Be stated that Dr. Bush is very alert and active for 
his age and he is certain Dr. Bush would not permit himself 
to serve in any capacity if be felt his faculties were fa111Dg 
in any way. Be said Dr. Bush is a dedicated public servant 
of rare ability who is a hard worker and who is highly re~ 
by all who know hia. Mr. PUtnam commented very favorably 
concerning Dr. Bush's character, reputation, loyalty and 
associates, and he highly recommended him for a position of 
trust and responsibility. b6 

I I b7C 
~---~~~~--~--~--~--~--~--~~Carnegie 

Institution of Washington, Washington, D. c., advised he has 
known Dr. Bush both socially and professionally s:t.nce 1956. 
Be stated that Dr. Bush has bad an outstanding career and 

:

ni;:s an :xfellent personal and professional reputation. 
_ __ ___said that Dr. Bush is very outspoken and never 

~-e-s~a~te-s~~o~quest1on others when he feels they are mistaken 
on a particular theory. Be stated that Dr. Bush has been 
cleared for access to sensitive material on many occasions 
and ·w.o r.lk. e. d. on the evelopment of the atomic bomb during 
World War II advised that, in his opinion, 
Dr. Bush bas one more or is country "than 98 per cent of 
the citizens" and has demonstrated his loyalty and patriotism 
many times. He stated that Dr. Bush has a "wonderful ability" 
to foresee "things of the future" and bad developed an analytic 
machine many years ago wbic: :s thT forerunner of the present 
electronic computers. I ____ advised that Dr. Bush's 
morals, character and assoc a~s are above reproach and he 
highly recommended him for a position of trust With the~~ 
Government. 
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Max Tishler, President, Merck, Sharp and Dohme 
Research Laboratories Division, Merck and Company, 
Incorporated, Rahway, New Jersey, advised he has known 
Dr. Bush both socially and professionally for over 20 
years. Dr. Tishler stated that Dr. Bush is one of the 
outstanding men of our age who is of impeccable character 
and who has unusual qualities of intelligence and ability. 
He said that Dr. Bush associates with persons of good 
character and his loyalty and reputation are above question. 
Be highly recommended Dr. Bush for employment in a position 
of trust and responsibility. 

Tbirty-two other associates and acquaintances of 
Dr. Bush's were interviewed and advised he is a loyal 
American citizen whose character, reputation and associates 
are above question. Those acquainted with the other members 
of his family advised they are all reputable persons. Be 
was described as an outstanding scholar, teacher and admin
istrator who has served the United States Government on many 
occasions. It was stated he is a person ot the highest 
integrity who is intelligent, energetic and dedicated to his 
work. It was further stated his contributions to the United 
States in the field of science and scientific research of 
the most secret nature are unequaled. They highly recom
mended Dr. Bush for any position of trust and responsibili~. 

Clearances 

Dr. Bush has been granted numerous security 
clearances by Government agencies and the following are 
presently active: 

Tbp secret clearance granted by the 
Office of the Secretary of Defense on 
May 21, 1957; secret clearance granted 
by the Office of the Secretary of Defense 
on April 10, 1958; and top secret clearance 
granted by the Office of Naval Research, 
Department of the Navy. on February 8, 1960. 
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Passport Record 

7he records of the Pas•port Office, Department of 
State, indicate Dr. Bush baa been issued nine passports since 
November 14, 1927, tor travel to nu.erous countries throughout 
the world on business and pleasure. Those files contain no 
derogatory information conc~rning ·bim. 

lllscellaneous 

The llarch 20, 1955, issue of "The Hew York Times 
Magazine" contains an article by Dr. Bush ent1 tled, ''To llake 
OUr Security System Secure." In that article Dr. Bush 
indicates that loyalty clearance procedures require revision 
"from the ground up" as a program is needed tbat is alive to 
subversion and equally alive to the rights of citizens. A 
copy of that article is enclosed, / 

A review of hearings before the SUbcommittee of the 
Committee on Government Operations. House of Representatives, 
on the "Organization and Adlainistration of the llilitary 
Research and Development PrograiiS' .. indicates Dr. Bush, then 
President of the carnegie Institution of WashiDgton, Washington, 
D. C., testified on JUne 18, 1954. In his testimony Dr. Bush 
stated that the development of weapons was very closely inter
linked with their use and it was impossible to separate a 
discussion of their development co•pletely from the manner in 
which they were used in practice. Be said he felt there were 
two serious weaknesses which impede the program of research 
and development. Be stated, "First, the security clearance 
system as now practiced is, 1n my opinion, doing great damage 
to the relations between science and Government and particu
larly to the relations between scientists and weapons develop
ment." Be further stated, "Second, it seems to me we have lost 
our effectiveness in getting new weapons tested, tried out, 
produced on an experimental basis and finally introduced in use..o" 

ness 
need 
that 

Dr. Bush stated, "Now, let me turn to the other weak
for a aoaent, and that is the security system. I do not 
to bore you. certainly• with a detailed recital. I feel 
the way in which our security system is working at the 
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present time is driving a wedge between the ailitary and 
the scientific people of the country, and is doing great 
ham. 

"During the War there was developed a partnership 
between military men and scientific men. It was not brought 
about automatically; it is not a thing that occurs readily. 
'lbese aen coae from different backgrounds, and it is bard 
tor each group to understand the other; but nevertheless, by 
the end of the War an excellent situation had developed in 
which there was mutual respect between the two groups, and 
they operated together well •••• Tbat partnership, which was a 
healthy one at the end of the war, is, in my opinion, now 
almost destroyed, and one of the primary reasons is the 
security system." 

Dr. Bush testified, "The scientists, generally, that 
served well, loyally, and vigorously now find that they are 
being queried, and people are going about asking questions 
about them. The whole air of suspicion is just not such as 
to produce good collaboration, the kind of really wholehearted 
collaboration between militnry men and the scientific 
community that we very much need to have for the problems that 
arc ahead of us." 

In his testimony Dr. Bush stated, "SCientists today 
are discouraged and downhearted, and feel that they are being 
pushed out, and they are." He stated, "'!bey go on working. 
but they feel they are not welcome, that they are regarded 
with suspicion, that some of the men who led them during the 
War are now being questioned and their security and loyalty 
arc in doubt. They are like any Army without trust in their 
top leadership or in the political leadership of the country.,. 

Dr. Bush said that he felt the President's executive 
order and the vay it has been imple•ented have been very 
unfortunate and have increased the seriousness of the situation. 

Be stated, "There is no question in my mind that we 
must have a very effectivo type of security to prevent leaks 
of technical mattors, diplomatic matters, or any other matters 

I 
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that should be held under secrecy; that we should be very 
alert that we have no subversives in our midst, no traitors 
about; that we must have a system that is thoroughly enforced 
in every laboratory and every military center to preserve the 
essential secrets. 

"The system should be an intelligent oner it should 
be a system that produces the desired effect, that secures 
results without disrupting the whole operation, without 
throwing us in a complete turmoil, and without reducing morale 
to the extent that it bas been r~duced recently." 

Dr. Bush mentioned there was a workable security 
system during world War II and he believed it was possible to 
have a workable security system "which will produce good 
results without the sort of scandalous affairs that we bave 
had continually before us in recent years, and without driving 
the sc~entists of this country into a position where they 
think their Government does not w3nt them and is suspicious of 
th~ and where mor3le is so low that we cease our accomplish-
ments." o 

During the course of another investigation conducted 
in March, 1947, Dr. Bush was interviewed concerning J. Robert 
Oppenheimer. Dr. Bush stated that, in his opinion, 
Dr. Oppenheimer was definitely procommunist and pro-Russian 
prior to the beginning of World War II and had many friends 
and associates who had proccmmunist inclinations. Dr. Bush 
said, however. that, at the time of the interview, 
Dr. Oppenheimer was definitely not pro-Russian although ho 
still could be described as a "liberal." He advised that 
Dr. Oppenheimer's loyalty was above question and he did not 
favor the sharing of atomic information with Russia or any 
other foreign power and was an advocate of strong international 
control of atomic information. Dr. Bush said he believed 
Dr. Oppenheimer had broken off his associations with ques~3bb 
friends of communist leanings. 

During 195~ the Personnel Security Board of the 
Atomic Energy Commission held he~rings in Washington, D. c., 
concerning Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer. Dr. nush tostified 
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before the Board on April 23, 1954. Enclosed herewith is 
a transcript of his testt.ony before that Board. 

Concerning Dr.. J .. Robert Oppenheimer, 
mentioned hereinbefore, be is the atomic 
scientist whose clearance for access to 
classified data was denied by the Atomic 
Energy Commission on June 29, 1954, 
because of his disregard for the require
ments of a security systea and because 
his conduct in connection with the hydrogen 
bomb project was such as to raise a doubt 
as to whether his future participation 
would be clearly consistent with the 
interests of security.. During the Personnel 
Security Board bearing pertainina to 
Dr. Oppenheimer, allegations were made to 
the effecttbat in the past be bad been 
closely associated with aembers of the 
Communist Party and bad contributed to 
Co1111llnist Party front organizations .• 

Close Relatives 

Fa tber 1 Richard Perry Bush, deceased 

Mother, Eama Linwood Bush, deceased 

Sister, Edith L. Bush 
Provincetown, Massachusetts 

Sister, Reba Bush Lawrence 
Belmont, Massachusetts 

Son, Richard D. Bush 
Belmont, Massachusetts 

- 10 -
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Credit Checks 

Information bas been received from the appropriate 
credit reporting agencies indicating their files contain 
either no record or no additional pertinent information 
concerning Dr. Bush. 

Arrest Checks 

Inforaation bas been received from the appropriate 
law enforceaent agencies indicating their files contain no 
information concerning Dr. Bush or his close relatives, with 
the exception of the following: 

Tbe records of the Massachusetts 
Commissioner of Probation, Boston, 
Massachusetts, a central repository 
for all traffic and criminal convic
tion records in the Commonwealth of 

• 

Agency Checks 

b6 
b7C 

Information bas been received from the following 
governmental agencies indicating their files contain either 
no record or no additional pertinent information concerning 
Dr. Bush: 

G-2, United States Army Counterintelligence 
Records Facility, FOrt Holabird, Maryland; 
Bouse Committee on un-Aaeriean Activities; 
Atomic Energy Commission; Security Services 
Division, Office ot the Secretary of Defense; 
Office of Security, Department of state; 
Office of Naval Intelligence; Bureau of 
Personnel Investigations, Civil Service Com
mission; Central Intelligence Agency; Office 
of Special Investigations, Departaent of the 
Air Force; and tbe United States Secret 
Service. 

- 11 -



. . 

• 
Vannevar Bush 

The central tiles ot the FBI, including the files of 
the Identification Divl•ion, contain no additional pertinent 
information concerning Dr. Bush. 

Enclosures (2) 
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Loyalt i elec:ranc::e prcc::edures require revision 'from the g"ro:.:nd up/ 

-- . --
says Bush. We -neecl a prcs-rc:o:m lhc:t is c:Iive lo subversion ancl equally 

· ·alive to the rightS' of citizens. 

./ 

• D• vnHNcvnn ·nvsu 
'· \. 

WMHUNGTOI'f. 

r F'TF.H n 11pf'll nf fever the country 
•-\. luuo nnw rt'tllrntd to an nlmo:~t 

J. ,A normnl l<"mperRlUrc 0!1 It r~gnr<IR 
tht' fll'nhl<"m or loynlty on the p11rt of 
ll:o~ dllr.r.n!l In hl,;h or 111!1\!lltlve plAte!!. 
J<rv ,.'""'" hnvr cll:~nrpr.ared from the 
rrr .. nl pnge, the ln!lt or th~lle being 110 
pntrntly nbl'lurd lhnt It was ludicrous. 
Opprnhrtmr.r 111 living 1\ hnppy and ron
lltrur llve life, contributing to our phi· 
h •:oophy U not to our defense. Condon 
111 t .. nr.hln~t phy~lc-11 rRther thnn mRklng 
n~w kln•l!! or giAIItl, and no doubt teach· 
In,::- wdl. Lndcjln11ky Is back. at work 

· ' on. 11111 npr.r.lnlty. . 
i lhlt no one looks bllc k on tha rec.-nt "1 1 lmhro~llo over loyAlty procedure!! with 

nny pride or !lnll&factlon. For "fridcly 
•lHfrrr.nl-r<"n!lnn!l the f<'ellng prr.vnl\s 
lhnt l.hr l'IJ'l'lrm of Joynlty r.JenrRnre 
unrlrr which we hnve npcrnted hn11 been 
dt'rr.ctlve. We nr.r.tl " n~w AYIIlem, not 
" bit of lnmp,.rln~r with the old: we 
n<"c•l " .lll!i5 nwdr.l. not nn Rnll·rnttllng' 
d<"vlce to be nl.lnd1r.d to " Modr.l T. 
· The new "Y"lem 11houht be built from 

the groun!l ur by " compl'trnt body of 
m en with nn unre11lrlcle rl ll!l!"dgnment.' \ 
Thnt bo(ly l'lhould Include membcr11 who 
llrc vlgorou111y nllve to the dnngers of , 
!luhvcrAlon and olhr.r11 who ·nte equAlly' ' 
nllvo to tho rlfl'hlll of clll7.ens. It lJhould 
not be jul'lt R collection of eclcntll!ts. It 
mu11t. by Rll me11n11. he tllvorced from 
polltle11. It n<'r•l not be hurried at Ita 
Job, (or our pre11r.nt Rltuatlon 111 llpl to 
continue a long time. But It ahould 
ho eo thorough thRt It will bring the 
whole problem of enemy penetration 
and dlsloyRity under control, without 
araln making ll " polltleal football and 

VAHto'IEVAil IIUSH. o -~~d eclc"tltl,lt pru. 
It! .... of '"~ c~ ... c,ie IMtitvtM, H. w ...... , . 

tim• hud •f tlic OffMt of Sde~ RIMIIN .. 

wllhf'ut wrcr.klnK the ct~rau11 or humtlla 
public aervRnl:~ . 

First, the hrnly 11hould \rlnuRII7.c the 
world condition~ unfl('r which the re• 
VIAcd "Y~'lem 111 lik ely to opr.rntc : RCC· 

ond, It shoultl nnnly 7.c the ohjcr.llvcll nn!l 
mr.thods of our enemy In the field of 
rropngandm nn•l nubvor11lon; ' thlr<l, It 
11hould write down lh~ objectives which 
the new 11ystcm 111 to Accompllllh; fourth, 
\l 10hou\d es\1\hliRh n group of prlndplcll 
to which the ay11lem ahould conform; 
Rnr.l, fifth, It ohoulll crcnte " sy11tcm 
thnt 111 to attnln our ol~JecUvea In ac
cordance with the utablls hcd prln· • 
clplca. I rr.re we c1m touch only the 
hl~rh spo~a oC thl11 rrogTam. 

l"is n~arly IH! we cnn now 11ee, we nro 
entering a period of lechnlcnl ~<tnle
mate, tn which grent war11 are unlikely 
to occur, though 11ccondary wnra fought 
with limited means may be a common 
occurnnce. · Thl1 eeeme, at least, to be 
thl:.' ht:l'l thnl W<' c·tm hope for nl p t <'M· 

cnt. Jo~or no grrnt wnr cnn ever ngnln 
be wnn; It rnn ••nlv rnd with the partiAl 
or r.omplcl e nrmli1ih1Uon of both con· 
leRtnntl'l. . • 

Our .-nrmy relir.!l chldly on the 
wenpo n11 of t"mctrntlon nnd subvnAion 
to Wl'nkt:n nn !lo thnl Inter he cnn de· 
otroy 11~ . Ill' t. ri•'~' to Rl cnl our accrets. 
t" prnrtrnlf' nur o rgnntznliona Rntl ln

flucnt:e our nd.lou~. oncJ, above nil, to 
t~prcn•l confu~lon nncJ mutual cJi11lrus t 
nm<ollff 11~. In thl11 lnnt purpo11e hr. hnll 
hr:cn txl rron<'ly mu:o:r.ll:tfui-Ro IIUccemt• 
f11l, In fnct, lhl\l he need hardly try 
further; for w~ 1\rc cRrrylnl) on the 
procr11!11 wtt hout his nld. 

The enr.my'o suceeu In this resp~cl 
hna hnd an especially severe Impact on 
the scientific community.. "For aclen
llllts occupy a key poaltlon with re&pect 

' to those aecrelll that ahould ho moat 
· strictly kept. They are an Individual• 
· leUc: lot; otherwl:•r lh<'y would be of 
little vnhlc A !II ·,.ctcntlllti'l. - -

/b 

While they conr:rnlrAtfl In 
llw lr 11pccl~tl · fleltl!l, they are 
urtr.n e~ttrrrnely nnlve In oth# 
f'rll. When we dr eame<t of 
worhl unrl<'rAtnndlng '"' a 
"'"'m" "' ~m<tlng all Wftr, there 
Wnll n grcont<:r portion qf gulll• 
hie m~n nmong the m th!ln 
nmon~ mo11t olhrr Intellectual 
l:rnllfll'l. Anrl therct were 11 rew 
····nil rxcrcdlngly few-tnltors 
nmon~ tht>m. 

'7\fT J.'t .J6.11CH ot the reel'nt witch· 
l111nt. tht'rcfr>re, l!et>med to 
.:oncr.ntrnte on their profe11· 
11lon. Yet In no other place 
could lhl f'ffecl11 be mQre (li!'l• 
nstro1111 to our nAtional Inter· 
cl'l. Young mf'n hes itate to 
entl.'r the f!denllflc prof~RIIIons. 
nn!l In pnrtlculnr to pnrHclp~tte" 
In the :~clcnllrtc progr11ms oC 
the mllltnry arm:~ br.ci\Wic o( 
the flnngl'r to tlle lr reputntlon~ 
nnd llllcce!lll. We m1111t chnn~e 
thl~ 111tuntton tr we are to com· 
p~le on even terJlls with the 
com• my. 

But. let It be perfectly clear · 
lhRt IICienll!ltll a ak no 11peclal 
prlvllf'~e. To rc11to re the prln• 
rlplr:. of the Bill of Rlghlll In 
nil I he proce&lles of govern# 
nu:.ont In not lo g r &nt 11pcctal 
J•rh·ll,.~e. To urge a rf!vl,.lon 
n f (OUr pre:or.nt faulty &ecurtty 
IIY!Il<'.m Ia not. to IIUk apedlll 
prl\"llc~;o. 

The grcnt ques tion now Is ; 
whelh('r t•ur recc!l t p u h llc be# : 
hnvlor lo a p!l!l);l ng phBAC, or ·. 
whether we propose to change . 
our part of the fr~ world until ' 
ll becomes a replica of the 1 
c:nptlvc world which oppo~s l 
u&. If we choose the latter, the l 
struggle will be over, for lt i 

··wut then no lon~er. matter 1 
···which &71'&hn7 p~.U.. · .. '. _ _..I 



\"'h11l H11•n, l'll•>llhl h,_ 0\IT 
·;,hJ"<'liVP.~ 1\~ '10.'~ t"r\f\!1\r urt Aihl 
nprrntc !!-, !'!Yl'llcm for rllnmln• 
lnr. Into the loy nil~· uf Gov. 
rrnmrnl ~<rrvnnll'l nnrl thmce 
who !';rr,·c volunlnr·lly nn 
ho:tr•l!' or Cl)mmlllrr!l? 

In the flrAt pi:H:r., we wnnt 
l.o throw the Communl!lll' nut. 
H I hr rc I~ a mnn, llf nny rnuk 
In thr Gnvr.-nmcnt. who 111 Ink. 
lng hi~ onler10 from thr J<rr.m• 
lin, w~ Wftnl to ~rl rhl ''t him · 
pr·nmrt ty. Jr t.hnr l!t n tr.nrht't' 
who lA lmpnr·tln~ to thr. yrmn~ 
J't' lnrtplcPI which nrr. not hi• 
own hut nrc dh:lntr•l to him hy 
the mn•:htncry of thr. Comnlll• 
ni11l pttrly, we Wftnt to 11ee to 
It thnt he stop!~ tenr.hlng, 
~ 
! lfF:ItE 1.!11 n point hr.re which 

n~'rdll more rll~cul'l~lon . We be· 
llr.ve In frr.c IIJ'N!Ch And ll free 
J•re!ls nnd that nny ntl\n hns a 
riJ;ht to exprcl'IS hl11 honcAt 
optnlonll and to crlllclr.e his , 
~overnm('nt. 

We hcllcve with JJrllndell 
thnt "freedom to think n:. ynu 
wjll and to spt'llk 1\!t you thlnl; 
~tre menns lndillpen!lnbte to the 
dl!lcovcry and 111prcod of poilU- 1 

cnt truth; thnt without Cree· 
R('ICe<:h And ll!I~Ctolbly, diiiCU.!C•''. 

!'ion woutrt be futile: that with 
thein diiiCU!Islon artord11 ordl· 
n&rtly adequllte nrot~tlon · 
aplnst the dissemination of _ 
noxi(,ui; doct•·inc; thnt the 
::;-rcnlc!lt mcnnce to rrccdom ill 
n n _ ln~rl people: l.hnt puhl,ic 
tlt ~cus,qion !~ a polilicnl duty; 
nnrl that ti1ls r<houlrl he a fun-

. cinmcntnl principle or the 
A mcr lcan Govcrnmt'nl." 

\\'~ hn,•e g.-ncrnlly ac• 
cr•p tcJ the ~<latrmrnt by 

H~>lmcs thnt "We sho r1lcf be 
· cl•:nHJlly v i;: ilnnt nrrn tn!lt at· 

tcmpU; to check the rxprcss ion 
of opinion:; thnt we ltr~~thc ond 
uclicvc to br (t':lllj jhl w ith 
c1•• :11.h, nnlC$!1 lhr•y t;<> imml
l1!'111ly lhn·n1•·n irnmt~rlintc ln
l••r (r•n•nc-: wit ir I he lnwful nntl · · 
prcli/;int;" JIUI'jlO!I('If n( the 111\V, . 
that 011 lmmrtlint~ t·heck Is rc· , 

, quil·rd to ll:tvc lhc country." 
We hesitate, how~vcr, to ,;o 

ns !nr n" I~lncoln did when he 
r.nld, "This country With it11 in-· 
t~tilution!l belong;; to the IJcQ• 
pte who lnhnbit lt. ·Whenf!vcr 
ll1cy shall grow weary of lh" 
cxi:~Ung f.oVcrnmcnt, they CIUl 

, cxerd1<C lnclr con:\Ululion" l 
right of ftmcndlng It, or their 
rcvotutlonoa-y right lo dl~tmem
bcr .or overthrow it.'' ·. ~ 

~I .L lh~rl! 1!1 n \'n~: l •h• f ••1·· 
cnce wr.cn the hor10·:;t n tr;· .. ., 
wJ:Io would chnn~:r our· !<y:.t•·•" 

.of s;ov•:nlmc nt .,,.,·an::.• ;,,. 
think.s he h:t:. 11. brtl~·r ::~· ·.! •''" 
--r.vcn when hl.s nr:ls .,.,,.,1,.,. "II 
the violent- Anti I ht: p,·,·sr •to 
Who i.S part or 0 f on•ipl f" OII• 

~tpiracy to wreck thc nat ion. 
R~:J~q.rrlin~ the lnll,.•· we loa\'(' 
no doubts nnd no hr:::it:uwy. II' 
·he II' n citizen, he 1:• n lmitor. 

· H he 111 a guest In tiH• 1:\ml, lu• 
inn r.py. In ~lt.\1cr co!'.c ht~ m11~l 
he found out nn!l ~~·~nil wilh 
o.ccoro.ling' to hiA tlr::'~r.rta . 

This 1\lonc however, is not a 
iiuHir.icnl objective. \Vc w :u\\ 
to make it pos.sibl c Cor a h um
ble citizen to ~c •·vc his t,u\ '<'J' Il· 
mcnt without fear of power f ul 
men. we Wlllll decency in om· 
notional life. :r.rorc lhnn that, 
we wont lo cstnhlish an a l· 
mo~phcrc o( trust nnd mnt11:ol 
confidence amon,;- our cili::~ns, 

Our scc\\rlty s ys tem n•~t~ds to 
hnvc two ohjcclivcs, on•! to ~ct 
r·id of our enemies ancl thci•· 
ndhcrcnt.s. and the other to cn
courngc, !IUpport and protect 
honc.st, loynl citizen!! as th~:y 
wol'l( oo matlc rH th(lt arc im· 
por·tant fur out· snCcty and our 
pr!o.,IJ~ril)'. .. ~ 
ol 

fl F a mnn was once a fool. do 
- ~e condemn him for life, or do 
! we let him prove that he hall 

I out~rown hi& fol\y! If we ~x
. clbdcd !rom government nnd 
rrotn other employment all 
who have sometimes been 
foolish, we would not havtl 
enoug-h lcCt to man ouT pms 
or run our factories. But we 
are concerned here more pnr· 
ttculn.rly with the mnn who 
once f;ubscribed to 01' llirled 
with the Communist philo~

ophy and later, reali;r;ing his 
error, became a loyal citizen. 

There are all degrees of In· 
volvcment, of course. \Vc cCJ·· 
tainly don't· want to welcome 
with open anna, and introduc.: 
into sensitive spots, the ml\n 
who professes sudden ~forma· 
tiOtl~- tlUl nl:itllf!r f\0 WI' \\'II AI 

tn ~x~hule pcrmllllrnt ty h 11tn 
tht' prM:llcc nf hi !I I rn•l•• or 

· profes.-,lon lhe mnn whn •li<l n•.l 
more th11n "ttr.nll 11 m~rt h11: .. r 
C(lmmunl!!t~ oul or cmln~Hy 

. wh~n he WAS. lln lulolr:o~(:'?nl. 

, I 

.-.-. -
, !l l l 1•: l"" '' ptrortiW,JI chnn~r 

ur h•···r I J:; lt·~·n I ~:f' i'\· i f• r, fUHl 

! h··•,. :orr• "'""' y .. r pln n •ll In 
I hi' f :o\' l'l'IITIIO'IIf who• I<' one CAll · 

11<'1'\'f' Jnv1111,• wil.hrml h"vln~ 

"''' ' '"'" ,;, ,;1111 :" ·.v rwr· rrls. In 
lho• ,,1 "'1: 1:1<· wllh llw:t~ ll\ WI! 
~hn ll ,, .... ,, :111 thr. cnl'nhlc men 
wr l ' l'ln nnmtrr, 

Q11llr. nJ,Rrl from lhP. IJIIC!!• 
Unrt of d~o:,.nt h•rma nlty, we 
r.n nnnl. nrfnr'tl to Wll !lf.r. Ollr 
IIW!ll lltt•clnn:q tP~OIIrO:C: th., 
tnltnl !1 O( Ol!r lrailll'll dl\7.1'RII, 
Sn, nne ohjo·d nr ntn· ~<Ylll~m 
11hnulrl h': t.n J:h•t• I h,. lrHtiVhl· 
unt nhout whrotn t h••r·r• 1.~ rloulJl 
R f•hnncc ·-fl. f'; •f p otu~. r,('r• 

l ainly, hut a ' '"' " ' ' I' ;,.,., .. ,.,tor 
llnwn. nnrl "ll OPI '"' 'Iom it.y lo 
1 r•uo\'C \\'hn1rvrr· d• tlll' t. · ~ xJ.q(!IC. 

H n n .. w :<;v:•l. r·m t:: l.n be 
hnill, I.IH'rl' nrf' .SI'\' rrn l po·lnr.l· 
Jllr•:: ll) h" hq•l In mlt HI. A 
com:itlcrnhle ""I :.1" 1:"" uf lhf'nt 
J.ot rnulnin<:tl in l.h r T:llll or 

I 1\i ~hL«. 

· Th;:rc ~CCnll' to hr 11 fr.r.llng 
nbout that tht! Gov,.rnment 
<l or~~ not hnpol' t> A penn tty on a 

. J>(!rnon unh~,, it. fin<'!! him or 
put:o; him In jail, nntl lwo fal
lnr.lcs hnve emcrJ;ctl from the 
confu:o;lon In thlo; re~nTfl. It Ill 
snld thnt to work for thn Gov. 
crnment Iii n privilege ~tnd, 
therdorc, that the Governmen~ · 

· hns . " right to terminAte one'!! 
e mployment with It arbltra· 
r\ly. 

l rt i 
.A. llf::RE 1!1 no qttrllt.lon of 

prlvllr.gc Involved. Whr.n n clt. 
h:en aervc!l the Govcrnmcnt he 
be pnld a snlnry and presumAbly 
gives cnpablr., honr.11t !le rvlce 
In return. He hn!' a duty to 
serve we11 anrt loynlly. nut the 
Government nl!'<l ha~t R rrnpon
!llbllll.y to n"vold lmpn!'lng hllrtl
llh!p on any mAn who hilS 
s erved It faithfully, except on 
·proof of dlsloynlty or for I'~R
Bons npart from those we nre 

,considering here, 11\lch Rll ln
eom~lcnce. 

11 dlsloylllty 1.'< not provt>d 
• but loynlty llt doul>tr.tl, wen~ 
:r.nt r.ul orr n mnn'!l Auprort 
:and place_ a stigma on tllm 
lhnl will,,.,,!(,. hlq rn•rluym<'lll 
o•hu•wh•·r·r nliHP~t •illljl•l!l;. \llttr, 

"" rnn hr :•htrlf·•l h1 nn ln~rn. 
~atlvr jnh with Ill llf' riHflcully 
nrHI nu thnJ:er·. Wr. hnve nl
n•ruly ''"""'"'' r .. r lire too 
iunny humhlf' r ont•lny .. i. of the 
(;ovt.'rnmenl IUI'I'<'Iy \>ccntiiiC 
lhrrr. wn:o~ doubt or hecAUIIC 
o11r 1\C('IIrlty llflll("m WA~ too 
r.h1m11y to tf!llolve lt. 

ln· nur rnurl!l wr h:J.Vf' n 
cnrnplrx. $YIII~n• of tult_ll of 
r.vl•l~·nr; e tn prutl'rl R r.H l:r.t:n 
OJ!nln~t unwnrrnnt.r·rl prm;f'f"ll· , 

llr111, t.u "~l"":t• llnr!', nud tn 
nrriVI' nt fnr·t!'t n,q fnr ns l:t 
l""'; ~il•lr. In '"" ll,;ht. of humnn 
fr~tllllr!'. llntlou"l•!lll}' we hnve 
at llmr!l r.n r rlrfl thlli .Ayllt<:m to 
extreme!! nnrl hohblrtl our pro• 
crrlurc unnr.r.c!'Mrlly. But thl! 
11y~ttrm hn11 f'Volvr.d nil n rcsull 
of n thm1:~nntl )1<'1\r~t of expe· 
rlr::nre, nrul we sh()uld not 
ahnnrlon It lightly. 

"'\F~~ r.nnnot r.11rry It all over 
lntn lflyn lly pror'.'rftJrcs with· 
out r<!nd r•rl nJ~ thr•m r.nrnlwr• 
rmme. ~; till , $\H'h p Tor rthrrr s 
pin('f! n tllllll In j f'npnnly-nrol, 
to t>r:: ~urr!, of lifc or limh, hut 
of hl.s l!''"'l nnmc. whlrh mny 
bt' nmr~ pr,.dnu:; ; An•l, tlt~TI!· 

fore , th~ h•!!ll 11•l vicc nf men 
lcl\rnc•l In the lnw ~<honld be 
obtnl ned tr we 11 rc to hll ve a 
sound and fnlr ,;y str.m embody
Ing the 11:tfcgua rcl3 that have 
been fo11nd e~o;t'nllal for wise 
judgments. · 
· We hnve h rvl, recently, !lOme 
very striking nnd di!>hcarten· 
lng exnmplr11 of how far an 

"Un.scrupulou11 liar cnn t;"o and 
lhe hnrm he can do when pro
ceedings nrc loose snd infor· 
mal, Rnd he does not hllve to 
run the gnntlct of vigorous 
cror<~·exam I nation . 

The Bill of Rlg hLc: snys that 
" man shall not be twice 
plnced In jeopardy ror the 
sa1ne orrcnAe. In our loynlly 
sy11tern there Is no finality. 
Important m en who couh1 con
tribute much to the nation's 
renl security hnvc found i t 
n~es!ln~y lime 11rtcr time to 
go throuJ;h the s11me rigmarole, 
filllnf:' out Corms, appcnring 
before loynlty hoards, reassur-· 
In,:: thei r nelg hbon that con• 
slant ln'1ulry doeR not nece!l• 
!ftrily m e/\n they arc subver· 
slv~. 

8ome have 11lso hn-1 to "~nd 
- thrlr own mont'y. lime nrler· 
time, merely dt'fendlnJ: them
&ch·c5 R~Rinst lll· fountlr.d at
tacks, Thl~ hn11 nt>t f'encr~tlly 
been the Tf':<ull of new evi
dence flte15ehtt'd. ll hl\!11 Ju~t 
bC('n bt!cllu~e \\'e have a· 
cl11m11y, lnnii"IJIIntt' IIY:!Itcm, 
Atccped In confusion. When a 
mon l:o~ ch•nrro he ou~:ht to 
l'tl\y c:lcan:d unl<"~<~ the~ llC 
.new and pertinent evidence 
lllllt he 11hould not be. 



• 
\'>n "'" !~\Ill !>Uh!:r.rlhr. to 1hn\ 

II ~m of the 11111 of JU~:htll? Or 
do Wt> think It I~ not j('opnrdy 
whrn " man '""Y Ins(' pmoltlon, 
rq•ut11tlon 11nrl (rlr.nols ~nu:te 
or the act11 ot hi!! Gov!!rnment 1 

r;nl . . 
.; fur. mo11t 11ertou11 1\I'J~r.t of 

our !Oy!;tcm to dnlc hl\.'1 been 
thnt ll h:u1 bern u:.rd for $pile 
l\111\ Cnr thour:ht rontlol, Wh(•l· 
ly un,.upportr.cl chnr..:e11 loll~ed 
rnntnly Cor ~rite hnvc hr.«:>n en
lcrll\lnr.d ~:rrlou!'ly nnd mnde 
the bRill!! for nclton when & 

proper court wonlcl hAve ecn·
plctcly dhlt('l:f\rrlr<l them. 

The mnttrr •>f thniiJ;hl l:on
trol hn~~ ~n more 11nhtlc and 
more cJI!'n!:lrous. Appnrently 
the arr:umr.nt gnt"s eoml!thlng 
lll1e thl11: A mAn exprcs!leiJ 
oplnlnn!l conlmry to Um:c:e 
Which hi\VI! bci'n llCCCJ!ll'd tUI ll 

Gov~rnmcnt pollry. rr.rhRp!l 
hr• •llol 110 In the lntcr1~l!l of 
rtu~~ll\. We !<hBII, therefore, 
cxnmlne whcttlt'r hill opinions 
were !IOund. Whnt 11 travc11ty 
on lhe, IdeAl!! of tree spcecb r 

A rut I nm not wrllinr: mere
ly or' rn!:r!l thnt hnve been In 
thr. ht'ntlllnell. I hnvc In mind 
rll~f'!l nr n n1imhc>r or pcr11ons 
thnt r,.c.-lvf'fl no publklty. My 
lnrmmnllnn ~tbout thr.m I~ 

fntr:mcnt.nry, nnd f eouhiJ>ruve 
not hin~; for I hr.y lmve been 
~nrroundrd with 1111 the pnrl\• 
plsr.mnlln of 11r.err.cy; lhfyllllVC 
br.cn lh<' 1111hject of 11tar chnm· 
bPr procr.c•llnr:ll. 

Dut I bell<'ve thr.re hn!l been 
1\lt.o~ct her too mm:l\ thought. 
control of thl!l klncl; for If It 
hilll hcen prRctlccd In the run 
Jlght of dny, R!l It hll.'l, we may 
hr. 11urc It hllll been practiced . 
fnr more In fleeret-!lomr.tlmcs 
on no better ground than that 
R mnn'!l 11rgumcnts regarding 
policy hllve ~n found lncon• 

.-v!'nlent. 

NOW I ;,o not lntc~d to pre• 
11crlbe nn l•lr.al sy:~tcm. I hope. 
very m\lch lh11l " fuUy ebmpe
tcnl bonrd will be given the 
ln11k of dolnJ: ~ before more · 
hRrm b done. But I have three 
t!ltlr,gc!IUon:. In thnt direction. . 

In the practice or criminal . 
lrtw we have ~trond juries. 
They Ate pnrt of our herltDge. 
from the long 11truggle of the 
pi\St. agAinst 'arbitral')' power. 

Tbcl't power Is to protcr.t. the 
lndivhhud llftnlnst cnprlclous 
ncl11 on. the part of govern• 
ment gfflclols. Detore n Dis
trict Attorney can jail a mo.n 
and force him to defend him-

. self In court nr,n h1st l'"''ions 
c:hnr~cll, he mu11t hRvc him ln. 
dieted. And no lhdlctmcnt will 
be returned unless the Dl:;tricl 
Atlom~"y c11n convince a grnnd 
jur)', marte up of thtl man· .. · 

lCIIOW ~IUZCnll ChO~t"'l hV 1••1. • 
lnat hq hilS " 11lrl\nr. ,,,;.,,.1:h 
CIUIC to wnrrAnt .!11!\tlnr, nil ""' 
mnr.hlnct')' of Usc conl'l" I" 
motion. 

Under our loynlt y ~Y~' ' '' "'· 
nn the contrnry, n mnu ''"" I •!' 
sntopendc<l nrul (orrNI t .. •1 " 
fend hlm:o~,.lf 1\t the whim n( un 
olCicl:d who rnny hllvc r.•nl,r I h~ 

1 fllmsl!!11t or cvldcnr.c n!t" h• ·•t. 
, him. We need · thr. P.!JIIivn r.·nt 
'of 9 grand jury m our ~:••t:•u·lly 

sy11tcm. Such nn l'f'JIIIvn h·ut 
wo11ld be mndc up of '"'' " wh ... 
owe no Rllcnlnnr.e to nn.1· orfl. 
ell\1 who mny ml\l<r. r:haq:•·~. 
flnll It should be rl,rornw:ly 

·l!upportcd and protcct~rl In IL" 
dellbcmllon" a.nd Clndln1:~:. 

It c:ould ~ aclcclcd l:>y lot 
from men ln the civil !'r:rvir.e, 
as grond Juries ore 11ctrr. l.<:d 
from the ~:cnera) boily of r.IU
zeu. which would be a reA.'•on-

able nncl democrntle wny of 
shnrlng the· burden. No mn
chlncry of tr1nl should move 
unle!ID \her~ arc J!;Crlon:\ 
chnr~:e11 11Upportro by nd('qnRto 
evidence In the opinion of 11ur.h 
a group ot men. It this h(ltl 
been a part of our system In 
recent 7ea.rs, a large number 
of· case.s that have eauaro real 
dJ'!Itte!I.S would nenr have rot 
.tarled.' .-:. .. . .. . 

linl' .. 1 liF. tl'lallnn of n C':hVI!rn• 
ml'nl to ll!'l f'lllplnyr!l I !I A tli( • 
fcrent mntt"r thnn it!l r('IA· 
tton~ to dll7.rll!l nt lnrgr. ll 
l!t, ln. r,nml' w~ty~ . ~mnJmrAhl<! 
In It" rPI:d Inn t<• nwn In unl· 
fortn. Tluon• n r<~ R rlrpfonrlrmr.;. 
nn•l on n1:rrr•mc>nl uml~r whlr.h 
bol.h thr. tw•n t~nd I hi! Govc•·n· 
mt:'nt h:w~ ohhr,nt irm:~ nnd rr.~ 
IIPllll~ihlltllr:<~, 

\.\'hrorl 11 :mlrJir•r 111 11•1hjN~Ird, 
to """ d -•wn·tln 1. t.hl! llt>Vt:rn-1 
"'f'lll. r•ll'nl·:l,.;r hlm wllll r,plln- · 
::d. I 'nrlo•r t ltr t•~"' ttNII lnynll y 

• ~: yr:l••r,. " lliMI whn 1!1 ncr\l~f'd 
~ .... ,::t <kl•·•ul hlm~:Pif nt hl.o; 
,•' \\'1' t'!'\\H· • t·H.•. \Vht"t\ nUt' "Y~· 
>lp•n i:r n •vl.<:rtl lhln burden 
l,:•lu•••l<l lu• llflr•l. Th~ ru:cur:r.d 

. ,.,,,.,,lrJ '"' rm .. bhr•rl wllh VII;· 
nro u,: n r"t t:n pn hlo: ronn~cl flnt1 
""""It! hn \'<' wl•l•· Ia I il.lldC In 
il~ :•~lrrlinn. llr •·nn l.hr.n ncld 
hi~ toWil <'(11111'1(') I( he RCC9 lit, 

Suds n pt·~t\'l~i'lll wnuh1 rir.
""'"J'll·:h n llllltllt" t nr lhlnr.:<l. 
. ... oo;ol•l Jllnlr.r:t thr mnn wh'l 
'. \"ll to!lllt l'l'.'lllllrt•"l' nnd tn 
whmn hi:• jniJ mtl}' hr. hl,;hly 
lmportnnl. It w•••tl<l put nn 
enol to I h~ n h:•nrdlt.y ol prt:• 
vcnlln~ nn ru·ru:>rcl 111:111 or lll!l 
cnun~"l rr"rn "''"I"'~· Rome or 
l.h~ ('\'l•krH'r hl'rf\t.l;.r• It I!! 

t"clfl~!:iflr<l." Thi:: " '"''"' b~ no 

rtl!lr<! IIHifs IISPrf' l}' rlr·~·r nt 11nll 
fnll'. 

In rulrllf ir•n 1._ pq~t it htc mR.· 
d•hwr·y fo1· old r..t in1: ruHI ex-

• t•httllllf: di::I"Y'J t l"'"''•.tn~ In our 
rui•ls l , tltr••· .. ::h"'"" h•• "'tunlly 
Jl":til i"" '""" 1111 f nr lnnu ring 
I lwl 1 h,. ~Y'-' ,,,., l!l nnt u~:cd for 
hupp>pt:r puq•ww:; -- f•Jr 11pltc, 
f•tr thrlllf~hl. f;onl rol, or tor 
Jl'tlll.lr:nl ruh•n•sln r! f!. 

1\ f:l'llllt\ j11ry r .:-n rep<>rt. 
to n cmnt, ntul nrtru doea, If It 
hrll<>v,_q t'r"~"''"' In~ officers 
ll~" \•lolnlln1: lh" l tlW. An 
.-•ptivnlo'r•r o( the f~n•nd jury 
:-: h"•lhl ""''C 11 ··nrrr!1pondln,; 
nppnrtunll y In <'t•llnrcUon with 
loyn lty prorcdur""· And It 
should report to the top In 
!'oUCh lmotoncr~-lo lhe :;upe
a·lors of lhr. otfendlng otCiclal 
n:o mnny !ltr.p:. rcmoveiJ as the 
clrcumlllnnccl! "nd the gravity 
or the offense wnrront, In Its 
opinion. The public would then 
hAve aome NJsurAnce that the 
prllctlce under the l)'stem 18 
dean. 

Ar;~_. thAt r hRve s11.td 'hu 
to do Wllh lh~ IICCUrlty IIYIIll!rn 
employ~d In the Executive 
brnnrh of ,::ovemmcnt. What 
comml\tte!! of Congres~ do l4 
up to Congre~~ and, In the last 
nnnly~l11, up to the public opin
Ion · whlrh obtains, Courts • 
q11ltc pr,pr.rly, ~fratit from 
entering Into qum•tlons of how 
Congrelll! conduclo! Its business. 

llut IC tho E"ecuttvo branch 
h1111 a really cffr.ctlve system 

. 1 n operation and has cleanro 
Ita house, there will be tew 
specific cAses to which Con
gress cnn usefully direct Ita 
attention. We may then arrive 
At a 111tuauon In whlcb Con-

. gre:sa ex&mlnes only 1nt4 the 
mAnner In which the Exr.cHllve 

·t.runch ~I' operating, lnsl~nd or· 
nttemptln~. In nn exc..:edln~:ly 
cumbcr!WmP. """ defective 
mnnncr, the exRmlnnllon of 
lndfvldulll Cll:'IP.!I, which ~hould 

. be promptly an!l crr~cllvely 
hnndleiJ hy A llyst.rm d~IIIJ!nP.<f 
!!pcclflcally for lhlll purpo!!c. 

r..-1 
J... HF. tlctc hna nppnTr.ntly 

turned. We Rre much more 
Sllnc nnr1 1~8!; hy11h:rlcnl thnn 
a ycnr nr,o. We nrc r;rndufllly 
~omlnr. more rr::-o1nnnblc In 
our n Pl' ff"ICIS to tlu• ~n·ohlrrn 
or s•Jbvcr!'lvr.ll. Jt•1t thcr~ 111 n 
rlnn1:•.'r llo_•rc. l'uhllr: ophslrm In 
tht': ,· .. n utry r.''lllCI.intc:-~ ~vdnJ;q 
l<' <'.~I ,.,.,. ,c;; : wllnro:;~ llsl! ~:rent 
Prohlhl l 1"11 c>ll p•·rhnr.nt. 

.I\ !'I t h·~ thlt! l11rn11, we !:houl'l 
bt' on til •! lll<'rl. to ~~~,. U•nl It 
doc8 nnl !;W\nr, ln o f11 r nnd 
lcllve \1:1 c<rmplnr.r.nt. We .still, 
no douht, hn vr .some C'nmm n
nl~:lllln our rnl<l:•t: nntl "''" ~1111 
nr.t:d to be vlr~llant In finding 
and rcrnovl ng them lrom 
plnces or tn1st ln government . 
and Industry. 

It 1!1 time for a new lly!;tem, 
one that 11l rfkes R proper bnl
ance, seeking out and remov
Ing enemy ~mpnthizcrs who 
nrc doing us harm. but offcr
tng reo.sonabte pf'<)\ectlon to 
the Innocent aa It doe:s so; one 
that will be decent and just 
and that wtll not Itself subvert 
those ancient rights of man 
which .,.. the euenee of hl• 
Ubeft1, ., . . • .. ' 



.• 

.. 

. ·. 

. ·~ 

... . . 

... 
. .... ' . , ... ... - .... -

't..t. 

,, I I ; ,. : 
.. .. \ ... . 

. . · · : 
I : '~ .. 
. \ . ~ 

.t • b 6 
b 7C 

D •• .... Dush, nould you ot~to for tho record you~ p~c~cn~ 

position, · and afto:t• t!;:l. ·;;, tho·· principal ~o·Jc:rn~C;lt o:f:lcoz 

\'Jhich yo_u havo hold :lr.d <1ou :lold? 

.W:!.shin~ton. ilt tho p:.."o::::cnt tirr.0 :L !:ol:l nc c;ovorn:r.cnt 

I was Ch::..:il·r:.::l:l of l:ho !h. tion::-.1 .r.dvioory Cor:-J;1:l ttc:;) 

·. 

• ... 
Nation~l Defense Rccccrch I was Ch:l:l.1·rr:1:l or the 

. I 
Committee when it W:lS :Zo::r:pd in Jane of 1~~0 . 

.. 
and Dovclopmont ub.en .it ·•:~~ 

··, 

tho war, nnd until a.ftci~ it 

-:·- -: r • ·~. , 

· i · : ' ~ • • - • • • I •• . • . ~ '. •, • :•. • • ,. • 
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fo~rncd in Juno of lS~l, 
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·.7~-:: closed ou~.: aftor tho 
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• During the rm:-: :: ;·!~i.s C:1::dr:n:m of tho No\'.' i7c:\p ons 

Co~i ttee of the Join.t Ch:tefs of Sta:Z:Z. 

A:ftor tho \':a !.• i. · \'i:lS Chairm:ln of the Joint Research 
.. 

' ' 
and DevolopiT.3nt Bo:u-cl of tho fl.rr:ly and Navy, and tho ~1 \'/hen · 

thn 't' Bo:trd was· mado pc;,.n:.<:'.non t by statu to, I V/:l.S Ch:l. il.·1":1.0. n of 

tho Rese:u-ch ~nd Developn~n ·i: Eoa.rcl until 1!)4~. 

Q About ~.oi1 lon[; have you lmo\'m Dr . ~!'Onhoi.mcr? 

A I . have l:nov:n ui.tn v;ell r31nco tho early' dnya of t he 

war. I undoubtedly r:o t hi m in gatho:.-inrts of physicists 

bofore that time, but have no sp~cific recollectic.n of the 

first date that l met hi~1. 

Q What was your connection \"lith his appointr:1e n~ to 
! · ' 

1 . ' : .... . . 
A There were appointmentr; bef or·o · then. At tlm t 

tima General Groves, \'/ho rtns in c:lmrcre of the Manha tta.n 

District, reported to o. . ba<ly of which I rto..s Chairman, . ancl 
' . 

which I omitted to list • . It is rather hal·d to got all o£ t lloae 

in. It was the Military Policy· Coir.mittoo', ·o£ v;hich I wns 
' · l 

' . ~· , ...• ' 
Cilairoan. Dr. Conant Vlr'.s m,- deputy. C-<?noral G:rovcs toolt: up 

' I ' • •' ' • 

a ll of his programs and policies with that. ~oup. 
: ' 

At tbe time t ha t Genoral <h·oves rnada the ap::;>oint r:cnt 

' : I 

. . · 1>f Dr. Oppenheimer at Los Jl.lamos, · be too!• that rna ttcr t:~ ' ith 

us . In my memory · he toolr. 1 t up infol .. mally, not in a fol .. tnJ. 

meeting. and discussed it . with Dr. Conant and with ~e. 

·· .. 
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• 
Q What racoDU;!en~h tion did you make? -

A General Gl·o~vc!:l :::::.;.::.<.! 1~~ bad in mind appointina Vr. 

Oppenheime!". He · rovi~~·:o-:1 fo~ us orally r;hat he lmC'..1 of IJ:c.·. 

Oppenheimer's prewar :..·cc:-:n:d: · I don't r~momber th~ ·i; tX) lco!;c-:1 

at any :filo or any \"r. .. ~.t·~cr.l records. no recitoa so~:~o o~ the 

prov.ious history. · Then :1o asl;ed the opinion· of me · o.nd D::-. 

Conant in .·rei;nrd to th:;, :.tppointu:ont, nnd I told him I thcu~h'l: it 

\JO.s a. good appointme11t. 

Q Did you b~vo ~"'.. :<3~ discussion about any priOl" left 

wing associa t iom::; th~ t !.::f): had? 

' A Yos, we di~. Ho recited previous associa.tions. 

Q tvhen you say "Ito'', you mean whom? 

A . . General Groves. 
I• . • 1--,. ; I 

e I ·~: 
. j 

About when ~1s· this? Q 
( 

A I notoC: clown a fow da t0s. I can't say, r;cotlcrr.::m, 

tha.t my memory fer elates and the li~e is good. In f~ct, it i s 

::1. 'little bad. I h.·l.Ve ·~hat date here somewhere • . ODpcnheirr.er 

was chosen in November. of 1942 . 
. , 
I. ... Q 

- ·. 
I - Los Alamos?· 

., 
.. 
•' . . A In a sense \"fhich 1 was responsible for 1 t. Tile · 

····· structure at that tim:;,~ rot, remember, was this: OS!D sto.::tc~ 

tllis wori,. ancl continue(! :!. t for a consider4lble pel·iocl. It 

continued parts of it 5.n fnct after that dat e. I oricrinally .. · ~ . 

.. 

., 
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,• . ; 
: ... • :President. On my rcco:;::·.:·~:L1r> .. timl l"lhon the rr~ttcr c~rt10 to the 

construction of lal.·cc :::-.cili tics, the rna tter wns t::-aasfcrrcd 

to the \1ar Department. Secretary Stin:son and I CCllfc:::-.. ~cd., 

· and the lllc•nh:l. ttnn Dis·~ric·t Ytas sat Ul?. Groves wns t".nclc ho~d 

of it. 

After th:lt tilo Military Policy Com;ni ttcc ::-cvicr,rcu his 

· . reco:nmenda t ions on ":hich ·I was Chairman, and there t;ro.s n.ls o 

a policy corami ttec.::! ap~-:>oin ted by the Pl.·csidont which .cons is tc:: . 

of tb.e Vice President, Secreto.ry Stir.l.!3on, General r.:n.rshall. 

Dr. Conant and r~yself, l bclieva. That uas appointed i:ty 1.t:. 

Roossvcl t at my requc:3t .. ' iihon 1 was carrying the full 

rGsponsibility, I told him 1 woulu prefer to have Dcr.-:o g~"oup 

of that sort, aud that committca was appointed. :it never 

was formally dissolved. 

Q Would you s2.y a wo...-d as to your viow of his 

achievement at Los Alamos? 

A IIe dicl a t>.!l.C~n:lficent piece of 't'Torl;:. More than n.:1y 

other scientist that I Imow of he was rosponsible :for ou:· 

having an atomic bo:cb on tin1e• 

Q When 'lTas yo:1r ne:.~t go7er.z;u;:ental connection Yti tl1 h:Ltl~ 

do you recall? 

A There hav() boon so ll'.n.ny I nm not mure \'Jhich ·one. 

Q Lot me go b;::~.cl;: a minu-te and aslo; you another quos tion 

about .·the Los Alarnos worlt:. 



. ~· 

\.,) HlGG 

of the A bomb on time, or. ~as it delivered on timo? 

A That bcDJ.b \'las delivered on ti~, and ·thn.t IT.cn.nc it 

. ~ ..... 
> I 

saved hundreds 'of thcu:;n.nds of casllaltics on tho beaches of 

.)'n.p~n. It rjas also clc l:l vercd on ti:::o s·o tlm. t thoro v:n.z no 

nccezsity _:A:or anl' conco::mions to Ruscda at tho oml o1 tho Yi:'.l". 

It was on time ir.: the cc~1::;c that aftor tho ua~· we l~nd tile 

Eu-rope after we clemobili:::od. lt is one. of tilo tlo:::>t r.1n;jn:l.fico~t 

perfol'rr.ancos of history :i.n any davolopm~nt to have ·i;ila t tilil":g 

on time. I I . 
> i 

You were connected with the eifort of this C<?unt~7 
. l 

to control international atomic enerGY bcfo:;-a the Unit'cd· l'!utio:;G? 

, A Yes. · llfter tile war, vory soon after the W;::'!.r, .you ., 

remocber tl'..at there· ~.ras a so-called Atlc~ Con7.croncc, Ytl~cn 

Ur. A tlee came over and ·~he Prima Hinistcr of Cn.n=-.c!a came doYm. 

At that conference was pi:cpar~d a declaration. I zr .. "':.n=-.ccd th~t 

· r-.:ffair for Secretary nyrncs o.nd John Anderson, and I v:roto 

that doc lara tion. TI1a t is \'/hero it ~Jas dccidod to t~:.:c this t:n. t-
' · 

.. '.' .. ter to the United Nations~ 
\ 

· 'The ne1:t ste!;) '7as the Secretary of St::ltc • s co:-=-u-:J.it·i;cc 

"'; • ,, of f1hich I \'Ins a mombo~. That corn.t:li ttcc appointed a p<\ncl 
•I · 

' .. I ' . . 
;· .......... 
~ 

of· which Dr. Opponheim0r was ·a m~mbcr • That panel prcJ?~cd 
'"· 

·, . . ···· .. ~;·.:i,::.~<,::.:~ <~~,b~~-later~beca.m0 ltno;wn ns t:~e lht-uch Plan. A~rtcr it \7as· 

. -'. 'i ' ·~;- ~1-i>f::~~~:·.:~;Vr. · ·'· , . . • t /. . '• ' · 

· · ··· .:;· .. , .. ,.._.. :prepa.r.ed, it-.was ··approvod by the Socrctary of State's 
. ; , ' ' . '':.- ~~~.:. : ... :;';;;.:·.;. ·.,:-/;; . :. '; .... .. ,. . . . .. . . . 

! 
1 
! 

I 
I 
I 

I· 
I 
I 

,.. ....... · · ·comui ttee·;::~:a..nd~· ·it-~·waEr · P:i'(~s~nted to the .United Na tion5 by Mr .• 
.. .t~~~ .. ~~-: ·-~ :·~,.. .. .;. .... ·->, ::·~~: .. ~ ':~M~-~~~~1~~;4:;~ .. y:.::.~~~~~ ··r~·-r-= .. ~r~:-~ ., ... f6~~_..._,__,_~ ......... : ·-..-.;=~~---~ri . 
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Q · Did you see SOll.,;:)thint; of D:.•. Oppenheimer tlu::."in:; thn. t 

period? 

·· A Certainly:· We havo a. number of cliscuzsicns oct'.7ccn 

tho main CCnmlitto~ and tho panel tba:t 'tl:l.S draftinr: the 

Q Did you form nr.y opinion a~ to his contribu~ion at 

that time? 

\ . . 

tho thin!:in~ A His contribut.:l.o'n was substantial in 

that '7ent into th<l t vcr.v d.if:ficul t n~ t tcr. 
r 

you became ChairinZ:.n, l think, 
. I 

Q Wilen oX tho Joint 

-Uconrcb and Dovelopm0nt Board in 1947, did you sot UD 
.:l.ll 
. '· 

Atomic ~nergy Committee? 

That is right. ' I appointed Dr. OppGnhoirncr :ls 

. Chairman of it, as :Z rcr.-:.smbor. 

Q · tvbat would yot1 s~.y as to his services in that 
I 

connection? ·I. 

1 

.~ l think I can snvc timo by saying that I h:1.·.ro Y:c:."!:cd 
I 

\ 

rtith hiin on this general s6bjcct in nan::r capacities. "· Trio: !1ave 
; 

b<?en mentioned. He was also on the panel which. revier;cd the 

e~.ridcnce before 11J.r. Trmnan r..ada the announcement of the P.1..1::::sinn 

atorui.c oxplosion.. He ::.r.d I wero both membors· of a panol set 

up by t he Secreta:ry 'of Stato which \!orkod a yea:L~ ago last 

l '\ • _f . , 
·H ·"smnt'lcr, I beliove, on ecncral 1ciisarmal1lcnt mat toTS. I 'i::hink 

' thoro were probably one or t wo other occasions. I vorucd 

' ,, ,, 

. . , 

!· 
I 

J' 
j . 

r: 

·' 
· ' ., 
ij 

:1 . . 

:I 
" ' 

I 

. ! 
, I 
·I 
' · 
I ' 
I 

·:·---· ' - -· ~ r~~:~ --~~~f"~ .. ~--=~~r~r. 
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with him on many occr..sions on tbis general subject. 

Q ln connection with the Secrett~..ry of State'::; p:lncl, 

did yo~ · have occasion to visit .the s~crotnry of st~~:~c in tho 
"' .. . 

sumt<~l' of 1952? 

A I will ·not try. to bo o::ac t 01 datos on th~ I: • t"<! t 

When tb.o panel b.:~d COttO:) to a point \'l~.o;.,•e it \'/:l.S n.bCti'~ to 

clrai?t a reporf;, '.Ve not \71th the full p~nol :;l,nd the f.cc:.·c ·i.:n17 

of State,· and we:lt over sotc of om· conclusions m·aliy, ~s X 

remernbel". · 

Q Before thn.t 
, I 

tim0 did you h..'"I.VO occ<:tsion to tr.ll: 
I 

I 
with the Secretary of state :1bout tho question of poz·;;pcming 

the· test of tha · ;~ bomb? , .. 

A I did. That h<1d nothing to·do with that p:lr.cl,· 

ho\•Jevor. Tho. 1: "'r..ls a pc:::som\.1" move. tl4'\ t '\";~~ r.J:t<lc I ~G a n~ t tor 

of fact, before the panel wns in operation. Tha clcnx~ccs 

on the 'panel wer•3 delayotl. In that interim I visitca ti::.o 

that test~ Bcf')re so doina I tal!;od \71th a number of r::y 
! i . 

friends. 

Q Who:did. you talk to.nmong others? 

A Mr. Elihu Root. I also tulio:cd with three· or fol::' 

members that wo:r'l wait ina; to go to \'to:ri:: on tho panel. John 
.. 

Dicl~ey, JOSGPh J')iln~>on, Allan Dt~lles, Rob0:o."1: Cppcmhoi20:.-. 
/ ; , - ' • \ - I 

I uncloubtadly diz<!usoc::·d it ·riith one or t>lo othc:..·::;. !n C\.'0:.7 
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. 
going into confidential ?intters. lt was not nccessal"Y in 

order to ao that. 

I then vioitcd the Secretary of Stato and rravc 

' 
him my perz<?nn.l opillion on that rna tteT •. 

~~ Withou-t revealing· any rr.attcrs that you consi<lc:;.~ 

con:fiuontial, could you stai:o vrJ:mt ~our po3i tion at t~~o tii:"..o 

..,..ta3 with respect to tl:='.t tc::::t? 

A .Wait a minute. I gave tho Socrotnry of Stq..';;c a 

r.1c:norandurn which gave him my personal viotis. I m."l.dc rio 

copy o-1 that memorandum. · probody l:notls the e:i,act content ·of 
I 

' 
·-that mamo:randum n.s far o.s fl ltnO\V oxcopt the Socroto.:...7 O'f Str..tc · 

and .anyone he rna:;r have told about it.· It h!ls never boon r:x1do 

public. It soern:J to r.:.o that it \"Jould bo qui ta imp~·opc::..· for 

. . 
me to give you .the content. I v:ill lean on tho juC.::;rr:o~1t · of 

the CiniTillan. My inclination is th.'tt I ohoul-:1 not rcvc::1.l b6 

this before this Board . 
b7C 

...._ ____ ... lnr. \ ' 

Bush- I think-you should not di~cu:::;s 

the contents of the rncrno:::-::mdum, but ! ooc no r9acon 'lliq i~ 

I 
you e;r'pressed yo:JT view::; to a number of p~opla 

I 
t -~-.., 
.1.~, 

t 
l -- . 

Tim WI'rl-<~ss: Quito :right. 1 can ren.dily s~t:i::.ut 

moved IIl:S ·to go at all, am! Ylha t the e;enczal tenor of my 

thinking wns, mu1~h as I discm:;scd it then. . ' 
f ' .i .. ' . . < 1· 

Thora wore two priu:ary rec..soos why I toql: ac tiou· 

at that tioo, and \7ent directly to tho Secretary of State~'.:~: 

'I· 

. ·, 

" 
1 

.r 

. r)~ 
I 
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Thera '\1as scheduled a tcs t which was o.vidc:mtly ·aoincr to 
,, . '. 

occur early in No~·er.:bor. I felt tho. t it was utterly i11:propc.o.· 

and I still:think so-- f.or that test to bo put orf just 
,. 

'bcfo:re election, to confront .an incomin'g President Yl:U;h ~:l 

:lccomplishcd. test for Ylhich ho would carry tho full rczponsi-

bility thereafter. I"or that test rnar!~cd our entry in~.;o a vc::y 
! 

d~_sag-~ecable type d1. v;orlu. 

; 

·In tho second place,. I felt strongly that t\1~ t tozt 
. . 

ondccl tho possibility o:f ·tho only typo of a~~oomcnt tl~:-.t ! 

I 

thought was possiillc ,·,ith ,Russia at thn:t time, nan:cJ.y, an. 

1 

ar;rcc;J::tr.;)nt to mal;e no moro .jtos ts. For th:l t l'::ind oi an nzrcc!:":C::JJ.; 

Tiould have been ·solf pol:·i.cing in the scns0 th". t if it ~;;::..s 

violated, tho violation ~Tould be il'l'.msdiatcly l:nown. r still 

i 
thinlt that we m~<ie a c.rravo error in conducting- tc~t test :?~ t 

tlmt tima, and not n.ttompting ' to mal~e tav.t typo of simple 

agrocmc.;mt with Russia. X thin!~ ·history will .sho·w tl:."l.t tl::ls ~ 
\, 

t.urning point, wt..a t when v;e cntel•ed into tho grim \?o:;.·ld thn. t 

we are entering ri'ght not1, that ,those \"lho pus!lecl · that 
1 I 

through to a conclusion ~;ithout making that ~1:cmpt I .. 

deal- to answer for. 

thi:n:; . 
I 

o. ~re::. t 

' ·That is what moved r.G, sir. I \·ms vet>y r;:uch rc.o·1ed 

a.t'the time. 

: BYI ..... ______ ... I ~· 
b6 
b7C 

, \., I 

Q Turning no·w ·b tho r.m. t·~or of tho controversy in 



., 

J" 
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,f 
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'! 19'11 e •• p~ogram for the dtweloprucut ot th3 H-bon:.b, did you hJ.VE) any 

official pa~ticipa.tion in the actions that wore ta!t;OD at that 

·time? 

'· 
fl. 11o; I did not. I ho.d no officio.l connection wita 

the lila ttor. I WOl.ild like to' r.t::.kc one thincr clear. Thm.4 c · 

h:::.ve been stater.:er1ts in tho paper that at that ti~ :i: c:~prcsscd 

opinions on that na ttcr_. I did not clo so. In fact, I vcr:7 

carefully refrain0d 'from ·~loing so. Thoro \7as. some tr.U: in 

the press of ·a review body on th::d: tm. ttor. I wn.s r:~mcd ~s a 

possible chairman. 
\ 

I sn.id to one or tv10 men on Capital tiill 
! 
I 

that I felt. that v:ould bo ~ rnist:.>.lte, to establish such an 

ai:fnir. In the first pln<~o, tho General Advisory Co:::m:J. ·tt9o 

had been set up by la'\"J :Z:::r.· ·:;~.:~o c:~plici t purpose of rcvim·.:l. nc 

men, and it would ta.!;;e J:·.c:n·i;~"l.s of wort~ before it could unC.o:·-

stand tha technical ~t~~~~:J :i.<r';olved and poss roason ...... blo 

the matter at the time. 
I 

Q Would you ca~c to 
I • 

"· a judemont about it 

A 
l 

I have never rcvi~wed in detail all of tho · 

00".'/? 

considerations. No, I nm not goincr to cmpres:; an opinion on 

tha. t today. Lot n:e. sa7 t'!;:. th all clue respect flut t I C:on' t 

thim~ tilis Board cculc\ a:o~:;:i7c at ·the q,~osi;ic.u of \rhct1.:or 
. ... 

.. f ~ ~ .... : 

--:r0nsonablo j udgu10nt was ~Glo,;m at that time. There arc son~3 

e::meedingly difficult thii.lG'G that come into such a qucctio:.1. 

.. 
• I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
' ,. ' I 
l . 
J 

. i 
I 
l 

I 
I 
I 

! 
t 
l . 
I 
! 
I 

'j 

l • 
I 

l 
' 
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• I can certainly rcci tc. tr.lings ·chat would need .to bo cons±l e::cd. 

For one thing-. i t hinl: it is fully evident tlw. t t l:c 

hyurogen bomb was o£ gl4 cat vnluc to Russia -- much ~rc~tcr 

va.lua to Russia. t::Un to t.:!:3. · I think I can also be ra.~ro t!J.:.t 

:l test oy US of a hydr.czcn bor.h "i/OUJ.d bo of a.cb:mtr~[;O to 

cons idcrn. tions; that rnigilt \','cigh very hcn.vily indeed in such 

<l corrldorn.tion. 'file o_thc~ ono, of cours_c, is ica_!;j;U:;:i.l:i.~q. 

Q . TUl'"ning to ano:.o.;hor topic, at. tho tim~ of the 

cstablishrr.ont of the AtotiiC Enorgy CClit.mission and tl:.~ Gc:ncr::-1 
•I j • 

I 
Advisory Committet3, or zevcral months aftcl· the cst~bli::ra::c:r'.:; 

of them both, did the Chairr..n. n · of tbe A toxnic Encrc-y COltJ:l:i:c::d.on 

consult you about Dr. Cppenhcir.~r's clearance? 

A Yes, I :rmr:.Om.bcr timt'hc dicl. r.Ir. Lilienth~l 

consul ted ~e, and I V!l'"C·te him n letter about it. 

Q Do you ~1. vo a copy of that ""':1 th ycu? 
\ 

A What I !:lava is this. 1 have no rcccrd in ·r.-..y xi1c3 

of thcs~ rratters. All ot my records in the Office or Scientific 

Research and Dovoloprit:mt \7fre of course tu:c-ned ove:;.,• to tho· 
l 

Defense Department • All of rny records in th-3 Research :::..nc~ 

Dc:welopment Board rornai:n there. I hr.vo not gone bc.ck to tll;)Sc 

files • 

' ,. 

. · the body of tlm. t let·ter. 

notoGoot:s 
" 1 

I ha.ve a trn.oscrl pt of 
' ~ .. ; 

Q lsn 't that the one we have already read in tho l~oco:·d? 
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A · Cuite. li!"\el~'· I could no·:; find n copy, nir. Would L~ 

you want to loolt at it ~-o s·~o i:Z it is? 

._ ________ _.I Would there b0 ::..ny chj cctio~1 to 

~ending it again? 

!ro, . of cours0 not. 

THE WITHESS: ! could not f in-1 a copy ~n:J\'il:.o~~o , ' 

' " 
b_ut. my stcnc~rn.ph.or h~.d his old 11otnboo!~s tmd ·;;ha~.; :< . .s ·:,.hero 

Isn' '1: for r.1o tq rc::~d 

rr.o . to comen t conc0rnii;:; Dr. J. P.obm.•·;:; Oppcni:ci~or, ;>.nd ~ ::m 

very elad to do so. · ·Dr. Cpperl5.oimcr :ts one of the s:.·c~ ·;; 

I 

physicists of· thin co;.::.nt:r.y or of tho ... ·;o:c.·:!..u 

') 

Prior to the wn.:r ho.wr>..s a:ntho staff of the Univ~:.:-s:ttj· ox 

Cnlifornia, and· ·uas :l."cr:;a:cdcd · as tl:o !.G::l.d0r of thoo::c·;;ic::ll 

. I, 

aspects of atomi:stic::; 4u1d S:milar subjects of physics. SI:o:-tly 

after the. Arrn:y entorcc?. into the cleV()loprr..onJc of n tcm:i.c cr::c:-r;y 
\ 

i ' 
ho \·:o.s r;ivon n vc:tT} ir,1portant ·a;>pointrr.ent by Gonc~ . .-a 1 G:ro1'03. 

This c-.ppointrr..z:nt made him Diroctor of the Labc;;.·n.tm.-y <'-t Lo:::: 

' Alamos. Which ·was in t.~J.! p;.-Ob:J..!Jilit~.· tl:o l:~o::;t ·:tt1Y,)OJ.''i:::":.n·i; r~st 

\ . 
held by nny civilian ccieni:ist in connection with the c::~·i;i::..·c 

of:fcrt. General G~c~,~~ undcmbt?clll-' r,m.dc 

" 1 
} 

t.'~ very caro::tul :.;;;tudy of -Gl:.c cnth·o 
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Subsoquent'doveloprncntz m~do it very clear th~t no c~ror had 

teen made in this connection, for Dr.. Oppcnhoir.:o:L proved 

himself to.be not only u crrcat· physicist, but ~lso r .. rn."'.n of 

c;:ccllent j udg-mont and a ro::l.l leader in tl~o cr.tiro cf:Zo:d;. 

!n f.n.ct, it was duo to the o;;~tr::.orclinary ::t.coo:npl:l:::h;::oDt:J o::Z 

Cppenheirr.cr and his as::::oc:latcs that the job was co~pJ.ctcd on 

tirr,s. Subsequent to the end of i;ho war Do. Oppcnhci:~:·-3:' h::.s 

Sccr~tary Stimson as o~Jc of the ncientists cor;.sultod hy t!1c 

l 
Scc~·etaries of l'lar and, :N~.vy in· connection \"Ji. th tho Y."O.!.'!t of "j;ho 

I 
I 

Interim Co~~ittco. P.::;, \"ias· ~ppointed by the State Dcp:l:rt:-.:cnt 

·as a mombo1• of tho Boai:·d which clrew up the plnn on ~::!1:"!!1 • rr;._·. 

Bal·uch based his pyogr~m. I-!\;) haz roc0ntly been ap::Jointod 

by the Prosiden t as a r;cr.1bor oif the General. AC.viso-;;y Cmmih:co 

of your organiz~tion. 1C hav e appointed h.:im a mem~or "' ..... O:L .,.:10 

Committee on Atoir.ic EnoY.'~:Y of tho Joint Rcscarci1 ::>..:ml Dcvclop:;:cnt 
I , 

Bo::trcL All of this bat: :!l.'ollO>lCd frotn his c:~::traordi::ury rw .. r 

record in \"Jhich he mado s.. unique, at~d e:-:ccodingly izr,;,JCl'~.;::>..nt 

! 
I 

contribution to the succcsa of the war effort of this coun"i:::._'Y. 
l ' 
i 

"l lmow him -vo.ry •,rell iJJdeod and I t~¥10 pcrsorolly 

gzooat confidence in hi£: juclemcnt and integrity." 

._ __ ..,. ____ .. ll..x_· _aa._-_. ~_v-_e-tho o1.· i!;in:1l now. 

n.Y .. I ________ .. I· ~· 
r .. 

Q At the t:i.n:o J'OU wrot0 thn.t lettol", had ycu teen 

·~hrough Dr.. Oppenb.cim~:r::· 's personnel :Zilo., thG FBI rcpci:·i.:~? 

b6 
b 7C 

I 
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I 

r. 
I 

' 
f 
1 
I 

' ( 

Ext~(;;! 
--~-~fl.COP'I' F , ~1 

t 

~ -,~·~ ~----~--'-. r·.=---:-)~~~~n-~~~~:"~~~·=-~~,...:..._.~ .. -~---rJ :' 
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A · l don 1 t think l ever went thxougil Dr. Opponhe:imer 1 s 

Fi3l fi lo. · If ·x d:ld , 1 . CC.l.4 tainly do r~ot rcm0mbor • 

Q Did y'ou understand at tho time ti:.at you \'/:l'O~o th~t 

letter that ho had h~d loft wing nssocio. tiol1s'? 

A ! undert;toocl that ~t tl:c timo of bia iirct 

~ppoil'l.tncnt was m:;.de at Los Alnr.:.o:;. I had an o;cpo::.:.t::tcn of t~10 \ . 

en'dre affair" fro" Gene~al GToveG. I 
Q You Tcac".· the lc·=:t~r of G~.meral Nichols dated 

Doccb.ber 23, 1953, · to D::.~. O.openhoi:;r..oi", con tain~.n~ the i tc:n.:;; 

of dcroga tory infc:·rma tion? 1 
.. r 

I . 
A Yes, I read that b.s it n.ppcm-cd 1 n tho press . 

. . Q Is there anythin~ in that letter which woulc! c~u::;o 

_you. to \'!ant to qualify tho letter Which you \".TOte to r::r. 

Lilienthal that you luvo just :iea.d? 

A Now, lat Ii'.O ansr:cr that in tv:o parts. I h:-.tl ~ t 

the tir.w of tho Los Alar-:cs appointr.wnt cornploto con:Ltdoncc 

\ 
in the loya.1ty, ju:lt?,-raont and into~;ri ty ot Di". Cpp0r.llcix:0r. 

I have certainly D·~ rca:2.on to cban'gc that opinion in t:'!c 
. ! 

I 

r:1C!l.ntim3. I have :lad plontr of reason to confi:.:-m it, .Zc:-1 I 

. ' 
wo:d~:~d with him on ImlllY occasions on vo:o.·y cl;Zfiicul t m.:l ttcrs. 

I lmow that llis mot! vat ion ims er.act l~Y the sn.ma us mine, 

nn.rn~ly, first, to 1n2.l~e this country strong, to' l'esist n:t:t:1c!~, 

~nd sGcond, ~f posniplc, to fond off from the ~orld 
•/ " 1 

·.~of moss we are now getting into. 
.• .. ' 

On the second pa:r t of that, v:ould 1 on the b!l.s is .ci 

(~ ri~~'O' "'T>\ COP.~ ~~-~ • -l'~'i~~~ ........_.,.,_ , · · . . . 00P r J1 
' I • ] 

0 f • ' ' .' 1 

I. 
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j udr;mont. That is \"/~.:?.t 1 undors to.nd this Doarcl :i.n ·;;o c!cc:!.de. 

! don't think I ought to try to prcj udgo what they r:,ir;Ilt find 

ou·t. 

Q I would not ·m.".nt to o.zlt yon to do tlto. J'. ~ n.U r.:y 

quest ion is not dcpir;nod to do t!~ t:. 

A My faith his £lOt in tho sl:tghtcst 

by that letter or anythi11g else. 

l .... ________ .... l_z_u._·-a_n_I ... i ·~hat is all, Doc tor . 

I 
.1 1.. I !: .. 1. Jc no quos tions, rilr. Clmh·r.:~n. · -=== ._l _____ ..... lz huve one question which :rcln.tcc' to 

tho development of the hydrogen bomb in genel'~·.l ~ ::.nd it 

! 
is p1.•ornptad by s~wothi113. you said in nn:;vJG>r to a. C!l!C3t ::_o:1 put · 

·to you by I I J: thin!~. 
I be~ieve you said that you felt tlmt thc·i: test in 

\ 

·tho fall of 1952 was o:l va.luo to tllo Russians in their own 

program. · Did l understand tim t :co:..·roctly? 
I 

' . 
. Tim l7I1'lffiSS: I lam s1.u-e it 11as. · 

I 

.._ ______ _.I A::.d this is for technical rc::~sons? 
TEE WI TI~ SS: 1 am s ur.a qi! 1 t for one rc.:::.so n bcc::o.. uso 

'l,'lhon w · reviov;ecl the cr:ridoncc of the :fi::iC"st Russian ntcr.-~ic 

e~;pl9sion, ·we di(1n·' t fimi oul\ me'rGly tim t they t~d r.:<>.dc a 
· ·1"-t-•_ .. ;#1 ,~ ,-~ . ~ .\ 

bomb. l7e obtained a C•~msiderabla amount of C'~'lidencc aG to 

X:? they 
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h~d no othor evidence ti.!c~ n ~:lt fror.t their own tc::::;t an<l 

the like; they wotild hc.vc derived in:f~rnation.( 
rince that occurred, Mr. < Ch~:l.rll".::Lll' there has b·3CD a tl:l.SCU!'.:Sion 

~in· the pross in this country which in ray opinion hno been. 

1 

,,;(.9-

\nf ornal specula t:l c;n , . (lUC ss:! n:;: , p•·:; h r;, the ••cp ol· tin:; <Z Y 
·~his technical ien. ture and what, Phich has performed for the 

I 

J 
Fussians so mu9h th.'lt I can't m::.derstand why t.hcy ·nee~ :~.ny ~ 
' 

1 
., iJ net\·rorl~ in ·this. count:r7. We deliver :l.t to them en· r. pl::-.t·;;c:l.'. 

~. th~ t d~n • t aid thco, . I f!Ould lil<c to !mow wln t nould J' 
I· .. Would ii t h~ve been your guess tb:l "i.: t~:c 

. 

~~------~ l 
Soviets would havo a ttcnmt~d to develop this l::incl of \l;:)~.po:l? 

~ ' 

TrrE WITIJESS: 111ly, certainly, becausc3 it is T.1,c;.~y 

valuable indeed. to them. · To us, with 500 ICT fissim bc;,1i;s 

Russ:ta:os 1 on .th0 other hand, have the gl~c~ t ta::-g;e.tc o2 . !~c\": 

York a.nd Chicago, and what havo ·you. lt is of eno!.'~cuc 

advnntago to them. '· 

··I So t1.10;1 p1·obably ~;ould Iuve so;.J.c:ut to 
I 

develop this in any event hnless some internationa.l contl~ol 
! 

li'.achinory b.:."l.d been in efi•3Ct. 
I 

'X'Im Wl~JESS: That is ::right . 

.._ _____ _.1 A~d oul" not procccdinr;, us scmo people 

tt.ought we should not, :~)rob:lbly d.idn't have an~r relation to 
. } '\ I 

o • I 

-what tho Russians might do ab~ut it. 

THE WITI!ESS: X tt"tink it has l~elat:i.on to ~;:h::>.'t ~~1c 

. 
~ . 

' I 
' !' 
I 

,· . 
·, 

• 

I 
! 
! 
I 
I 

I 
•! 

l 
! 
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. "':'::· .. ·•· ( .. !.. ... ,. • Ruasians' might do abo:ri; :1. t ;:;ocauze whether Wf;) ~roc~odcd or 

not determined. to sor:n c:::::t0nt th~ cpzoct w:.tth 'fd~:.::.. could 

p:rocccd • Lot rue into;:po:Jo a nord there, 

...._ ______ .... I·J{cs , :::;:1.:..· • 
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TJ.m UlTNESS: It wus not a C'iUcst:lon, v.z ! undm:c t:.-..nd 

:1. t, of wi.l~ther we should proceed cl.'" not. Xt 't'/as a qtwc ~ion of 

pro:r-ram. I have :.1eve:\" c:::prcsscd opln~.ons on t'it..i. t. Etit · 

c0rtainly there ·was a rsrcat u0n.l of opinion r1hich £:ccr.:c:i to 

. I 
me sound tha. t the pro::;l·~::n as then p:zoc::::;cntcd was a sor.:crlt ~~ t 

•' i 

I 
fo.nt:lstic one; So it ~-;r::;.s not a quest ion of do \1C p::-occcd o:::· 

do we not. I thi:ill;: thc:~.·c ·wo.s no disi:sroc~ont oi opi~llo'n t>.s 

to whether we ought to oo cnorgotic :!.n our research, \'/hotr:c::: 

we should b$ assiduo:.zsly J.ookl.ng- for ~7ay-s in vth~"l r:;uch ~ 

' thinff could be done wi ;;hout unduly intcrfcr:.tna ui t'h ou1· ;:czul~:r 

path -- may ·x say ona rt.O:rc wcrd on that , tt:-. Chairn~n, 

quite frani:ly, · anti I hcpo you '.'JOn\' t bizul'ldcr:st~nd. r.1o, bcc:.'l!SC 
1 ~ 

I have the gl~oatest respect :for this Bmu·d. Yet I thin!: 1t 
t 
1 

is only right that I should gi va you rr.y opinion . 

. ·! fool that ·chis. Board has 'r..ade a rnista!-:c and thn. t 

it is a sel·ious one. I feel tha. t thE! letter of G<;:mo:..·~l 

Hichols \".rhich I read, this b:U .. l of' p2.rticula:rs, is q~it<:: 
/ 1 . ~. r 

capn.blo of boing intOl•:tp:roted as pla.cincr a n~a.n on tl"i:ll because 

-he held 

I 
l' 

• r 
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' ) 

) 

• ~nd as 1 oo1o about r find 

\"lllO is being pilloried bo~:::a"so he bnd sti"ong op;tnlo::JG, ;:mu had 

Newt if l 1-w.d ~~~~en on this Bcnrcl, I r.1cst·cc:..·tainl~r 

would ha.vo ro.1usec1 to 0~1-cort::-dn c. set of charges th~t co:..lcl 

possibly be thus :!.ntcrp:~·c-·::cd. As thinr;s l10t/ stand~ . I .:;..m · ;j:.:.st 
. . I 

I 
I 

sit;lply glad I am not in ·d!civcsition of the Bc~~::.·d. 

Wv~1. t :ls the rniGi:.'l.l>o the toa:rd h:1~ r:~'Ccio? 

THE WITNESS: - :i th:tnk· you should hn.vo irnr.iocl :lt\. tc l7 

snid before \7a will cnt<~l' :Y.:Jto ~h:ls m-:1. ttc~, we "·'~nt ::.. ~ill 

of particulars which r.;.~!~o:::: i'i; vci.'y cloa:A." that th:ls- ~:~n i::; 

not being tried because I:c e:-:pr0zsod opinions. 

in the press and was sp~:-cal thr~llout the v:orld? 
" I 

Tiill Win"J!:SS: 

: I I Do 

'filE WITNESS: 

rcl0:.scd it. 

.. 

...... 
Yo$, I knou !lO\"/ it'w:ls rcloasod. 

-~ 
l 

ycu know vbo rclcnscd it? 

! believe this g0ntleman on r.1y r:u;;:'!t 

don'-:: thinl:, you co.n blatr.c tho 
... ... 

no~::..·c. 
}. I 

rle had quite a discussion about that. 

It was bound to be released S()P.:ctir,:c · 
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v1hon you ~.de your i·epm:-~;. 

----~--~ J·:; tlli~ht havo l ·o:::t.!tcd. I don't tiliil!: i ·~ 
v.ras bound to bo ~elcasccL ·1 assure you, ~.nd r. mn sti::.·c t::.:1t 

tl.:.is Cc:lrd i::; . 

C"OinC' to bC Vory SOVCT()ly Cl .. iticizod. 

sincerely, s:f;,..., bccauso I fc~r tlln.t this tlli~~;, when you::.· 

' 
\iha tevcr yru may d.o. 

D-· 4 • 

this job, do you? 

' . Tim WITt-lEss: ! 'nm suro you dicln' t, ~ncl you ~.1-vc T.i~; 

profoucd syrr.p~thy and rczpcct. z· th:tnk tho fact tl~- t a .~·cu~:J 
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o:l men of this sort arc ~·illir.a to · do n.s tour:h ~nd :::.s ciif:f :~cuh; 
...... 

a job as this au3ul~S ·well for tile countzoy. !t is in 

st3.r1' contrast with sozno ·o:r the thinc;s that we· have sec:-1 zo i:;.~cr 
.· \ 

on about us in similru.-- circura::;tanccs. Oi.•dcn•ly p:roccd:.r:.·c and 

all of that is good. I n:.crcly regret timt tho thin!; can be 
. 1 ~. 

misinterpreted as it stands on ·,the rocorcl, and misin ·i;o:..·~'i-cted 
I ' 
I 

in a .w~y tl'·..a.t can do gre<~.t cl~~~;la{;c . r lmo\1, of coul"cQ, that 
•' 

intention whatever of p~·. I1.oL~:\:'~.ng a w.c.n f. or his opinion::;. 

But tr..o sitU!l.tion has l",o·;; ~co::~.,.ltc'l.pc<1, eontlerr.~i.'l , ~·ccct:.~.ly 'by 
• ·-: .. ~ • o.\~ / t • l • 
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The Nation.el Jl.c~ckr:iy o:f Sci.enco meets this no:ct 

•:;eo~, and t9e l~rnor.ic::m Ph:gsicn.l Soci€·t:v l':'locts, n.nd 1 hope 

clcoply stirred. 'F."he ronson they nrc stirred :l::; bcc~u3c the:; 

fool that a p~of0ssionn.l IP~n who rcncim.·c.:l grcn. t scr7icc to 

his country, rendered so:.~vicc beyond alr.;.cs t a~y ethel" r.:.".n, 
·,· 

is now boin~ pilloried ~.nd put thro~;~h an ordeal because he 
'.• ' 

' 
had the tcm!')r.i ty to· m:prcss his l;_oncst opinions. 

Dr. Bush, are yc>u f~miliar wl th tl!C 

Atomic Energy Act of 1946 at all? 
. .I 

TIE WITimSS: I ~1a.vo r<::c.d it . 

.__ ____ ..... I Arc you familia:r ·~,i til th0 fact tll:-..~.; tho 
. . 

Commission has a publ:ls~cd set· of p:roc?dures which for ti.:cso 

pw.~poscs havo ·ti1e of?.cct of la".7? 

TEE 17!T~mss: Yes. I am not quar1·elin~ Yli t!1 tl::c 

procoduro, Mr • Ohairman .• . 

-----------~~As I ~nderstnnd ' .; ... 
... " ' ::md I · can t:;o 

correctoa by counsel, tho ~Titinz o~ a lotto~ to D~. 
l 

I 

Oppenhcin:cr with speci:lica;t ions· is ~·cquired under tZ!oso 
i 

procedul·es. 
l 

. .. 

Till!: WITNESS: I· have been· 2. friend o:Z GGme:.~~ l!ic~1ols 

iO:l.' many years. ~c Wl'Oto the letter. I quit~ fran1:1y thi:;!;:: 

I 

' 
• I 'i 

1 
:i.n such a vm.:v ~hat it Il".ado it absolutely cloaT thn.t \l~l~ t \7:::.s 

b0ing e:::amined here ·was not tho qu0s tiou of \7hothcr n. :n.."\n 

! 
t 

·f 
'.i 

I 
I 



... 

/ 

ft 
'; 

' 

b6 
b7 C 

held opinions and wlK: ~:·\:·~~~ ·L:hoso wcr:;: ~i:;ht OL" ~·!I'on;;, Ythothc:;: 

thin!.;; that should h::.vc lm~<J 1r~.<lo very clear. 

l Y:ould cZO point OUt jUt;-~ in the 

of so-calied clerocr~tcn:y :Lnforr.mtion -- and that is ~ ~:c:..-rn o:£ 

~.rt in this letter, zctt1.ng o.sido the alloc;:l tio~::; :~.l~cut 

. i 
tho hydrogen bomb.: Tht:n·c ittJcre items in this lotte;.- >'ihicll <lid 

. ' 
. l 

not rcla teto tho c::q:rc::;;s:ton ~ aml holding of opinio~lc. 

TEE '1'/ITimss: Quite right, and tuo case shm.lla· iJ.~ vo 

been tried on those. 
I 

J I T.h:l.G. is not a t:rial. 

T.!:!E WITNESS: :rf :l t Yroro a trial, I \'Jcl!lc1 no·:: be 

saying thGso· thin~s to the j udeo, you can Y..'c 11 l1::::>.s:~:1e t!1:-:. "':.:. 

I feel a very serious situation h...'\s boon crea-r;cd ,- ~110. I tbin1: 

tb.a t in all fairncGs l ought to tell ycu my fTan~o: 

' 
fccli11:; 

-, 

th4l:i;; this has gottsn into lfl very bad mess.. I VJish 1 could 
I 

::>l..1ge;es t a procGdure th:l t vrould reso 1 v~ it . 

.._ _____ ..... I 'i:'!'lo proceGding 1 of coul4 So, is t~..!:i:-JG' 
i11 place in accorc1ancc ·w:~. th procedur-es, a:r.d I was gl~d to 

a fetJ·:mon:(mts a~o that you felt 
·<' 1 

tll~ t ~ ~! :l Z ·~~':l.S :1. . : .. : 

fair kind of proce0din~. :i am not su:ro I ·nrn qt:oting yo:.1 

,, ,. ,. 
•' ' 1: 
•f 

, I 
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- • . , . TEE WITNESS: ':!'ou ~ c~n <',l~6.tc me to th.:.. t · o:~fcct. 

I thini; sore0 of .-&he ti:.:lr.~s r1o hc.ve r;con have been :;c~u:,.:1:J.lous 

affairs. X thin~~: io. f:.:.ct tho Ropu~~.ic ~.s in danc;c:;.· t:oc.i:ls 

~ 

b6 
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because we have been slipp:i.ncr bacl,wru:d in our m~intcn~nco ·of tho 

Bill of Rights • 

. I 
Dr. Busi1, I wlsh you would . r.!::-.1".:0 clcn:;." 

jus\: what r.1istall:·:;, you thinlc the. Bcn.r<l made. I did no·;; \"ln.n'i: 

this job whan I was nr::I>:cd to tal;o it. l thot:r;h t ! was 

performing a ser·vica .to 

TEE Wil'NESS: 

my countx·y. 
I . 
I 

II thin!;: tho t • r.:omont you wm:c confronted· 

,) 
with that letter, you should havo roturncd tho let"t:o::- J :_;.ml 

asked that it be redrafted so that you uculd h:lvc !;c:r:o::..·c you 

a clcarcut issue which would not by impl ica tio!.'l p:.::'l: you ::.11 

the position of t:ryinp; a man for his opinions. 

~-----__.1 I was not confront~d with that lottc:..· 7 

and I don' .t thin1~ it '\".tould hav0 ;.:m,dc any diffc:~encc if ! 1:='-.ci 

been. l rras sim.ply asl:cd i:f I ·would so?vc on the Do~rcL Uh~_-:: 

I I
. j I . 

. . ._ _______ __.Mr. Ch~.irr,1an, might :r n;n.!:o ~ ~,·cr.:~zo i: 

for myself here, speaking for Dr. Oppcn!ioimor? l c:l.vc th'a 

decyest respect :fClr Dr. Hush's forthright cl'J}"tractcr, · fo'l.' 

lifclonr.; hnbi t Of call:tn~ a spad<:l a Sp:tclG :\S hCJ GCC8 :t ~, 1 

;: ~ . ' 5.: 

sinply want to l':;)aVG' no misuhdcrstanding en the :;:-ecc:;.-d l:c:-e 

that wa share th~ vie~. that this Bo~rd should not hava sc~vcd 



. ;. .... 

th0 opinions being c:.:prcr;sccl arc my O:'.'i.l • T~cy usually arc. 
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. .. 1 _____ ~_ .... 1 X h.;nc Lc·;c;c hc~.t'ct it sue~cstccl tl:~t :r~u 

nbout it -- I had not s~on any of thi~ m~tcrial 

l 

THE WITHESS: ~.ro 1 7 t'1J..' "I· ~7c~2 .,., .. ·~t-,' .... '"'• 1 .. , -:: .t·.o~· 1-~ .< 'n.~·c ~' , i •• ' ~· • , • - .... " ol ~ -· ... "· J 

' 
asked for a l·cwis:l..on 9i t:!c1 biJ.l of !;O_\·ticul~rs . 

' . 
.... _______ _.1 1 c.m just ~n:ricDs to lmo'.1 wb:::c ycu ~hi:-2~ 

Tl!E WITlffiSS: 

seG how you can go~~ Oti'C of this mess • 

.... _______ _.1 Doc t~r, . on w~1~ t croun::l '::ould yctA ~:;:;~: 
fm.· a bill of part:i.C\.1~:.n.· .. ·r~ i:Z ycu E:i:.l.cln t t l;:l>O;"/ tho rocol·cl? 

Tim W1THES8: 1 thi~1l: tha·;; hill of p:1rticub1~s \".'as 
...... 

cbviousJ.y pool'"ly <11-·~:wn on -'Clto 
' l 

' 
in.cc of it, 

!t 'is not .r.:Uj~9f..:t:!."y co.;tmcbtc<l. 
. ' t 

.; ...... -!. -~ -_. •"· ·,·: -.•j ·' · "';' ~ 

[f 

. .. 
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· · . . · I....., ______ ..... ! In otho:-.· nortlG, y:e want to rn.·cj u clgc 

b6 
b7C 

tho case before we know anything ubout it • 

TID!: Wl:TNESS: .Not at all. But I thinlt til:i..::; Bc:-..:.·cl 

or no board should ever sit on a qu0::;tion in this c om<-:;17 o:Z 

\'lhothcr a man sbould oc:. .. vo his country or not boc::-..u:;c ho 

expressed stronc( opini<Os. Ii you want to try til~~.-~ c.:.sc, yo:l 

can try me. I l)AVO e~cp:<"o5socl s tron;j opinionu many ti1::o , ~:1c.:. 

I intond .' to do so. T:i~y havo b~on very unpopul:u· opinion::; at 

tim.es. When a tm.n is pi~loriod for doincr thn t, this cc~mt::::; 
I 
I 

, ; . is in a sovore state. 

I l h::wc no more ouostions • 

.,·1,.... ______ ..._...,.1 ! si1ou ld l:llm • to ns!; one "'~'~ o quos t i o~. 

1. l ~. c-po it is n cent lo one . T:;:cuso -:::o '; 

security questions :ln tho P"st? 

I 

i 
in· tho Office of Scic:t:J t iiic Rcs:?a1·ch and flcvc7.o::,J:nent. Tho 

fo!"tm.l 'situation \'Jas ·::his. All the appointments I \i~s 

r0sponsiblo for cle~r:.u•cc in ·ch~ orgo.n:.tza tion. On r-~ppoi~ri:::.:c::.1t 

on th0 staff o'f contr:·:c·tors , the contracto~o7 hirr.scL~ Yl<.~.s 

responsible. 

given only tho infcrr.:::d;:ton within his ~ield. No question 
; 

\..-· 
-~-----· ··-r; ~. 
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raised in connect:lon with contr::tctors unless ci tl1~r the {l.r:ny 

or the Navy cautioned aiJout th:lm. On ~ppointtr.ent~ to OS:tD, 

1 bad advice- from both tho Army and the !!n.vy, but tho 

rcspor.sibili ty ·was mine. 

appointments, and I I:now of no case in v1hich an ~pppoin tn:cnt 
' 

on OI:mD WaS made :tn \1hioh. disloyalty has since b00i.1 p:;..~o•;ed • 

b6 
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I O.."ll proud oi? tlu·i; roco:;•cl. · I thin!c our p1·oceduro :i.l1 clc~:r::u:cc 

at that time· was n. sane and re:~.sor.J.>lo ono and of:lcctivc 01:0. 

t 
'l'bat is all. 

I 
i I ask ono question. 

C~CSS Ei~lUJJ.NATJ.OH 

B~._ __ ___. 

Q --X o.m going to ~'J_-:l~ ycu n. qtws tion \'Jhicll I r.m sm·o yc::.1 

will- descr:I.!Jo as a gent:~.::: o-'"e. Lot r;~c tell you 1 nc-;c~.· 

sa\'J this letter i~1 q<.::oL. ·;::tm tm'i::il twn r.~onths alter it w~s 
\ 

't'7rittcn. I am not aGi~i~.~G tb;i_s for porso:n:ll reasons. 

A I arn su::e ;lOt~ licln' t m~ito it. 
! 

Q I am su:re you diC~:1' t- mean to imply that • rio~ld 

you mai;:s a distin~tio:a bat·~·;aon the quostion of whctho;.~ n. i:~n' s 

opinions wore right o.:ucl· \V7.'one, o.nd tho question a2 \7i.~~tb.c:..• 

a linn's opinions wero E;;;:~:·~·oszod in good fui th or b::.c i'.::ith? 

A Y~s, a v6~Y.~~c~t 
• 

d;if10roncc . 
t 

·1: hat I rc:fel~~~sd t-o hacl said by izapropcr r.1otiva tion bcc~t~so ·::bis 
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ths pl·og'l.·arn, th~n I would not ha.ve objected. 
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Q I:Z the 11ara~·ap~1 tJas interpreted to q uost ion tho coctl 

faith of the opin~.on, the n you would h::l.V_O no objcct:Lon to it. 

No, if ~t was dond o~plicitly cnoucb, ccr~~inly ~o~. 

Q Thanl\: ~H. . 

' I 

A Tho. trouble is oi course tba t t ho public -.:Ji ll not . 
·read and will not .:i.ntorprct crently or sympa tllcticall:;. T!lc 

public is going~ re~d this in tho worst possible intorprct~tion. 

L------....,.1~ 'I'Ilan1t / o.; vm·y n:ucll, Dr. Bush. 

THE WITl!ESS: 'Than!t you, sir. 
I 

(i1itncss c::cuscd . ) 
' · 

is all wo have to clo tod~y. 

I th in!t they could g o ov.cr un ·i:5.1 

~\!onclay. It won't tal::o -..;e:-:y long . 

L-----....1' t'e will recoss :Lor tho t;ecl:.ond and 

meet again Monday morning at S:30. 
\ 

I 
(Thereupon at 2:50 p .In. , a recess .wan ta!:o11 mYUl 

Monday,· Ap:ril 26, 195.!l:, 

. .... 

... 

\ .\. 
n:i::'9:30 a.m.) 

.. 
t ' . '' 

I 
I 

}·~'~~ , ' , •', • I ... : ·.1 ·. . . . fX~OJ ___ p;R-o: . ' ' • . ~ . 
<'111'. ~ ~- ,_....,~__... ..... ,,..~-.,__.=.,..,~~McopTI"''"'j' · . ~ · - .. ~~.-~~ ..... ~~~"""'-·r...,.J"~"; _~-..... ~w~---------.. ...,_,_._f-i ~'. 
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Direc_tor, f'B~ ---. · .· 
'' . ,' / - ,/ 

DATE: 

SAC I . \•JFO . -,., ...... --:-
/ . -......;,· __ ....... ---, .r' -

-~ 
• I• 

UNKNOWN SUBJ;:.C1', Ha .Lf ~I!'T'::::-------:--1 
DR. VANNEVAf!(,...BUSH - ~lctim 
EXTORTION 

1>• .. ~ :~ ' 4~ 
l - ~ 
~· · ·.· ;·_ ·. 
~- .. 
l'. < . 

-'_.,\ I 

Attention: F'I3I Laboratory 

The UnJtod Stntes Attorney, District of Columbia, dbcllned prosecution ln instant mntter. 
• ·. ft . . . 

--· ,:-: · . · It is , .. ~quested . tha.t the Lnhoroto:ry make appropriate 
.;.;·.;: d~spoaition of tho inotent . leHer, which is · boing .mointe,ihed by 

. :. ! ; the Laboratory •. . ~ ! • ~l . , • I 

'l'JJ: ee.a · . .... . -
• <t • • • 

9-821 

/ 
~~ . 
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FILE NO. 9.:.821 WASHINGTON FIELD 
"11100 JI'O" WHICH MAOI: ftiiPORT MA.OIE BY DATI! WHDI 

MAD& . 

j ·W~SHINGTON, D .. c. 4/16 I 4/9-11)51 .~ . : . . ~H0l1AS· J •. JENKINS TJS:EAS 

T~ ;-t> 

. UNKNO\oiN SUBJ~CT, we:.l 
DR • V ANN EV Af{S13usH - .,.v ... l-c ""ti ... m ____ __. 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Victim received a letter postmarked 
3/26/51 !'ro.m Las Cruces·, New Nexico, 
in which writer threatened ·to snit 
in hie race. AUSAFlliELGr declined 
prosecution. 

- c -

' ., 
I: 

Df~TAILS: . .. The ~1ct1m.received & lettor dated March 26, ; 
19$l,.·whlch_.was po,tmorked March 2,, 1951,_ at !J •· 

Las Cruces, New 
.lett'er reads as 

r~oxico·, nnd 8 igned- - T"ne ins tal'l. t .; 
follow a: 

"Doctor Bush 

"You are a fool -

"Your_'.: puny brain is .like a -hungry .frantic 
rat imprisoned· in .a· steel lined r 'oom - Only death 
can open· it's ey.es. · · '.·:-.. . •·· .' .. ·· 

.. ~ . 
· 

11 If 1 em ·(wer so unfortunate as to bo ·no ar 
you, covar··your face, because I will spit. in it. 

. '{. 

-
"A nroDhet in a land ruled by such as you 

c:nn only stand· in the gate&. cry woe. 

11 A curso on j"{.)U & all your marks. 

I 

JTB,. ~~ r~~ ~~ . ~!~ io~•(o ~ r~~:xou · 
.,.. . e;a,..;.;.,;..,<_,.;,,;,.a ,.,_~, 

,· 
' 

i 
Ji:: ... 

1. 
il 

. ' 

' .' 

• l 

·!J .. 
' 

' .. , 
::~ 

. ' " ""':· T .~ 
,:..~ 

'"- f 
'•f 

''.! 
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., ',, 
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. . ~One copy.. of -~his '~-~pqr,t·-;·is :baing_ sent t9 .. ··-'·· 
~he. Albuquerqu.e •Office i.n yiow~ or ~h~. ~~&c;t ._.that. they have 

._..re'ce~ved preyious. communications .from~the ' Bureau conccrn~n0 
.'·.this matter. . •. · .. -.. '-·~ 
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~1:l.'t:~;;;-.. ~;~ ,~·{*~!~;-~;-;;~:~?;: < "'·~·~ , : ::f~~': .:::X' ~, ·:. , .. · 
... ec - -'vae'h.lngtors"rteld'. OJJ'ice ' (n~·te. ~o.nt lnultd). . 

, · PhotogrGph 'c cop leo tDUl be Blflt· to (lou. · /J ny add jt lonol 
,

1 

•• : ~: ·t •. eza~tlndtCori 'desired a~orilcl. be requ_est_~d-.bll Jiou •. t.f·;er the 
,,::,:... ... ~! .. i~~ .~~~·tetter ~o~ s~truttd Its .. pu rpos~ tilt! 1'9~, +pb ... t?,r~to,ru . sh~u ld . 

,' ·: · · · .. -~b~ ·actulact~ .so that opprop,.l~jtJ,.d~Dppa.,tlonrv:'con .·bs ·r:tt:ade. · 
· The o,. 'g 'neal . .,,. '*e fHiilelope . . 1.-~ poatiltJ1'1rtid ~ 1/tJrcla 86 1 ·1951 1 
-"at·LtJs Cructta, NerD Jle:tloot a' · ttzo·:cent oir·JiiaU·'eta~~tp '' · 
cfflzed .. ·. fra the upptt~ :right_ l&ond 'corner. Jt . 's odd1"eDaed 
fn handrDrUtng. fn '"k ~o Dr~~.·~cuara hfngttHa, D. c. 
In .the up pet r lct/t oorner thtt na•lct a r 

j.· .. . . 
•' .• ·,· . 
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· LERAt. ·auwu · ·oi· ·-l~tt a~,,a 
UNITBD STAtas D!PAJi'1l!Dt· OF JUST1C:I 

Labora\or)' 'iork.Shnt 

..... ·. . . 
1 •· , . 

.... 

rno 1 
Lab. I 

.... ,. · '·· 
J • • 

Examination requested by ; hw·eau 

~ ?H&/. Oa te or reference comuni cll t.ion; ~ ·ta ·ill 1: :r ......... ::r;: 
~.-

Examination requested. : i.Ioc.:. 

. . ¥~. 
Specimens eu~i~ted tor examination 

,, 

# J • ·f: 
- - l . ·'· 

._, ··. t · .. ~ rt~~ " .• ··t · , . . . t 

' ' 
D-l ) o; . <./: :; ; 

., 
1 
I; 
\' 
'· 

~1 ::;nvelope addre!Jsed to "Dr. Vann~vnr 6ush ·wa:~Hing~on DC," p::~. "i.'~n CrtUC~S t: . l1£X. U/Jt 26 1951 !u,)Q P~." 

Q2 AC(.J'• latter dated lf26 r~ so,• bo;;. •Doct.or DUSI. You •r• " f ool-••• • ,• 

I -

....... -· 

.. 
~ ... . 

• 



LaboratorY, Work Sheet ., 

. . 

Re: Onsub., Dr. VAHHSVAH DUal 
AllOl\}'tloua Lot. tor 

Cj-- )_~ '-{2 7----.7./ 
File I 
Lab. # 

1.. •. 

Examination requested by: Uuroou 

Date of reference communication: Undat.od routing 
slip. · .·· 

Date received: 4-lo-Sl 
. Examination requested: Doc. 

. P.eoult, of Examination: 

Specimens su'bmi ned for oxamina tion 

ll.l Lmolopo nddroaood r:.o "Dr .... M.!lO·ItU" Uuoh ilCl8h1rtt.,""ton D:::,u P,"=J. 
r;. Mt.:X. lVJ~ 26 1;;;;1 4~ Jo N~." . · 

~dp 
l 
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~2 

I A~~lh la~Oc• do to.! 02,; r·. 50,• Uou. "Doctor Uuah tou are o ~ool-•• ,," 

.· 



4 t ' J . . .. 1 .. Jo •• t .. ,. .. 

·e· ._.-. . . . . -
r· 

1!\ JO "' 'l!"1't!t.-r " . ~40-tffH<N "'"n 
W~. $UH•G'0~~ ~ 0 C 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Gentlemen: 

• . J . . . 

March 29, 1951. 

1 • t •. ~. - ~ • 

. ~ ;~ T.~,t ~ .t '!. 

Anyone who makes public statements on ~atters 

of importance more or less expects letters of disagree-

' J 
"'"" - · 

I . " . 
ment and accepts them as part of the price of the state- ~ / -~ · 

A r · 
The/. . t -~ 

/ ,! I G 
attached communication, however, seems to indicate a d·e- t:i ~--

'.t \ - c;. 
t .;. • 

ment even when the disagree:ent is rather violent. 

gree of mental abnormality which I believe to be danger- ~~ ". 

ous in as sensitive a locality as that from which this 

letter comes. I therefore forward it to you for such 

consideration as you may feel is warranted. ' . 

. f . 

I ,fl 
t' . 

. · 
. \ 

Very truly yours, · 

.. ~· 
V. Bush • 

l 

~ ! 
j 

I 
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You are a .tool ... 

2~ l!ar SO 

Your pt.wy brain t$ .like a :-.:.nqr!J J'rtJI!tic: 
rat 'mprtaonc~ in a ~teel ~ined .rGa~ ~ Only death 
can open ita eyf.Js. 

If .! a:n e ue r so u.n.j'or tuna:'ie fH:. z;o bl'! n -;>a; 
yo1..J coutJr• yo~r .lcce, l:Jecauset I w'ill SP~t fn H. 

can o:U y 
A prophqt zn a lend ruleri ~u such c: you 

stan~ f~ ~he ~a~~ ~ cr1 woe.~ 
· - (J 

on you ·it ell lJur ':larJts. 

' ) 

. , __ 

II-;:..:.) ' . .... ..:r 

· .. eNCL.~ 
· 'i . 

b 6 
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lJec ember 8, 19lt9 

MEMORANDUM FOR L'i?. TOLSON 

/l!dd. __ _ 
/ C l egg~ 

Glav in 

Ni cho s 
Rose n 
Tracy __ _ 
Ha rbo __ _ 
Mohr __ _ 

Tel e. R oom_ 
Nease __ _ 

--. Gandy _ _ _ 

I woul d like to suggest that Dr . Vannevar 
Presi dent of Carnegie Inst itut ion , as a speaker at on e of 
the future gradgction ex erci ses of the Nati onal Aca demy. 

In conversati on with him yest ercay on another 
matt er he se eme d very affable, v ar y ~uch down to earth 
with a uerv sane viewpoint . He · has no use for the Communis·ts 
or the Russians nor does he hav e any use for the attitude 
some of the scientists have voiced on th e subject of secr ecy . 
He woul d, I imagine, make a very entertaining talk. 

Res pee tfu.ll y, 

~. 
LBJ!: dmh 

I;, 
, ·· 

THIS MEMORANDUM IS FOR ADMINISTRAT IVE PURPOSES 
TO BE DESTROYED AFTER ACTION IS TAKEN AND NOT SENT TO FILES 



DOli St8tt1fO Mite-r 
For Russia-Or. ~Bu-sh 

wltb diQq.,torfo}lips and free, 
vlrllt\ 'deil:i~y can outpace 
any sucli ln:~e long p~l!- But . . 
_ a people ben on a.. s~ft security, _' 
surreJtderlng their b1rthrigbt of · 
Individual self· reliance f o r 
favors, voting themselves Into 
Eden from a supposedly inex
haustible public 'purse, support- ·1 
lng everyone by soaking a fast
disappearing rich, scrambling . . 
for subsidy, learhing the arts of 
poiUieal Jog-rolling and forget
ting t~e rugged Virtues . ot the ' 
pionee~ wlll not m easure up to 
eompetitloi\ with a tough die· I 

tatorship. 
" If we go all the way down 

the patb to dependence and . 
render ourselves a people fawn- J 
lng tor handouts on an lntrJgu. 
lng- bureaucracy, Russia c10~" <: 
cease building tts war m~rh:;;;~ , 
It wlD conquer the W'l'ld with· 
out them.'' / ' · . · 
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Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 
Mr . Glavin-6 
Mr . Ladd~ 
Mr. Nic~ 
Mr . Rose __ 

Mr . Tracy 
Mr. Carson 

Mr. Egan 
Mr. Hendon 
Mr. Penning t on _ 

Mr. Quinn Tamm 
Mr. Nease 
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TO DATE; 

DR. VANNEVA@JUSH 

SUMMARY S ~ M M FJ-/2 Sf 
SUBJECT: 

~ere is no derogatory t~ormation concerning Dr. 
Vannevar .BuB]J. in the files and no actual investigation of him 
has ever been conducted. Relations with him, characterized by 
cordial tty, go back to 1936. He ts an authorized confident ia1 
t~ormant for atomic energy contacts. 

BICGRAPHICAL'~-

Tale. RODII_ --'---!lul47 __ 

BU3H, Vannevar, administrator, electrical engineer; born 
Everett, Massachusetts, March 11, 1890; son Reverend Richard Perry 
(Doctor of Divinity) and Emma Linwood (Paine) ~ Enchelor 
of Science, Master of Science, ~ts College, 1913, Honorary Doctor -
of Science, 1932; Doctor of Engineering, Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, and Harvard, 1916; Doctor of Laws ~own University 
Middlebury College.i 1939, John Hopkins University, 1940, University 
of Pennsylvania, Yale University, 1942; Washington University, 
University of EUtfalo, 1946; Doctor of Engineering Polytechnic 
Institute of Brooklyn, 1941, Rutgers College 1942; Doctor of Science, 
Harvard University, Williams College, 1941; hooto~ of Science, Stevens 
Institute of TechnologY, 1943; Tl'inity CJollege, 1946; West ~a~:~ 
university, 19~ • ::::: ::r" 1h v ts, september 5 , 1916; !--- _ __ I - Richard Ib.v i8 ,;1 With test department Genera · eo ~ o 
Company, 1913; c c depa~tment, U. s. Navy, 1914; instructo~ 
mathematics,- ~ts College, 1914-15, assistant professor, electrical 
engineering, 1916-17; research on subma~tne detection, with special 
boa1"d on submarine devices, u.s., Navy 1917-18; assoc tate profess a~ 
electrical power tnansmission, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
1919-23, professor, 1923-32; vice-president and dean of engineertng, 
1932-38; president Carnegie Institution of Washington since 1939. 
Tr-ustee Tufts College, JohnB Hopkins Un ivers tty; 1 'ij'e member' 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Corporation; regent, Smithsonian 
Institution.· Levy medalist, Franklin Institute, 1928 (hono~ry member 
1947); Larrune medalist, American Institute Electrical Engineering, 1935; 
Resea,roh Corporation AzroT'd, 1939; Ballou medal, Tujts College, 1941; 
Holley medal of Amer ioa.n Society of Meehan too 1 Engineers; John Scott 
medal, Philadelphia 0 ity Trusts, 1943; Ed is on medal Amero ican Institute 
Electrical Engineers, 1944; gold medal, National Institute Social 
S¢ ienoes, 1945; Marcellus Hartley ar.oo.T'd of Nat tonal Academy of Sciences-; 
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DR. VANNEVAR BUSH December 2 0, 1949 

Wa~hington Award, Western Society of Engineers 1946; Hoover 
Medal of Associate Engineering Scientists; 194~. Member NatioMl 
Advisory Oorron tttee fora Aeraonaut ics ( cha i1"111an 1939-41), Bus tness 
Adv is or.y Gounc il of De pa rtmen t of Commerce, 193-9•'41 ; cha i7'TI'lan 
Natiorutl Defense Researach Oommittee, 1940-41; d·tr'ector Offtce 
Scientific Researach and Development since 1941; chairman Joint 
Committee New Weapons and EquiPT!Lent of Joint u.s. CJhiefs of 
Staff, 1942-46; chairman Jotnt Researach and Development Boarad 
since 1946. Pederaal American Institute Electraical Engtneeras, . 
American Academy Arts and So:£ences, National Academy of Science, 
Ameriean Phys teal Society; member Ameraioa~ Association for the 
Advancement of Science, American Society for Engtneeraing. 
Education, American Phtlosophioal Society, American Mathematical 
Soc ietyi Alpha fuu Onega, Stgma Xt, fuu Beta Pt, Ph.i Beta Kappa. 
Clubs: st. Botolph (Boston); Century .(New· Yorak); Cosmos (Washington). 
Author: (with w. H. Ttmb~e) Principles of Eleotrtcal Engtneertng, 
1923; Operaationa.l Ciracuf,t ~nalysis, 1929. Buildera of differaential 
analysera (machine fora solving differaentU:Ll equations). Contributor 
numerous articles to Amera ioan Ina t ttute Electra ica1 Eng tneers and 
other scientific publications. Addraess: Carnegie Institution of 
Washington, Washington 5, D. '.a. (WHO'S WHO in A'mertca, -1948) 

A In addition to the above, ~. ~h was active in the 
organ~ation of the Committee for De[en$e Against Unoonventtonal 
Attack and is the authora of the recent boolr, "Modern Arms and Praee 
Men." · 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Dr. Bush .has been · frequently conta-cted fora tn.foT"mll. t ion, 
particularly in cases· where f,t would have been· d itttcult to securae 
in/ormation on an individual fraom conventional scuraces. He supp~ied 
data concerning scient tst Helmuth DeTerrq. (62-59198-18) ~ 

He fum ish.ed ;i,n,forma t ton on certain empl'oyees ot the .iln.teTJ.i!~ . ; 
national Telephone and Telegraph Company dur.ing an investigation of 
Sosthenes Behn, Ohairaman of I.T. and T. Dr. BuSh wa.s slreptical of 
the bona fides of certain representatives of a Brltish subsidta~y 
of I.T. and T. (62-25621-55) 

Dr. Bu:Jh turn ished in.forma t ion about Edwa.rd u. Condon duratng 
the investigation of that individual in July 1947. ~h appears in 
this raeporat as confidential informant. He described the manner ·tn 
which Henray Wallace, then v ioe-pres ident., went over · the head of the 
nominating committee to select a successor fora Dra. Briggs, .former 
d ireotora of the Bureau of Standards, and urged the nom ina t .ton of 
Condon. Bash stated the nomination of Condon was not tn accordance 
wit~ the wi,shes of the commit tee and he (CirrJdon} ·had nothing of 
tmporatance to do during the work on the Atomic Development ProJect 
becav...se Bush has no confidence in his Judgment. Bush descraibed 
Condon as "a bit of a. damned tool.'' · (62-58854-48 page 25) 
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DR. ~vAmil!:VAR jjiH 3 · .cember 20,; 1949' 

62 ... 58~4-308 contains a report tha·t Drew Pearson in
formed Dr. Condon that he had a tip that it was Bush who first 
went to the HCUA about Condon. Condon thought Bush lins a 
ruthless and persistent fellow, but scarcely· loro enough to go 
to the HCUA about h tm. 

Dr. Bush advised concerning Condon that he had no in
formation which caused him to doubt Dr. 'Condon's loyalty. 
(121-26'13-3 page 40) . 

In connection with the establiShment of a ~attonal Science 
Foundation supported by the u. s. Government, Dr. Harlow Shapley 
headed a. group wh tch had certain .v ieUJS on the Nat tonal Science 
Foundation and government control thereof, wh tle a number of 
other scientists, among whom Bush is .very prominent, had slightly 
different ideas of the amount of control the Executive ~nch 
of the government should have over the Foundation •• BUsh apparently 
w~ote the.Administnation Bill after a long talk with Truman and 
Fed era 1 Secur tty Adm t.n ts tra tor, Oscar Ewing. 

In· d tscuss ing lobbying measures of the b"ill Dr. Shapley 
stated he did not trust anyone connected with Bush !o deal with 
matters concerning the version of the bill which Shapley favored. 
It was reported that Shapley stated he would spread the word 
around among the most prominent scientiSts .in the countroy that 
Dr. BUsh and all people affiliated with him were to be handled 
most cautiously by the scientists. (100-341825-111) 

· According to Shapley, Dr. Bush and Dr. James Conant of 
Harvard are perosonally offensive to each other. (100-341825-42 pagel5) 

Dr. Bush was interviewed in connect ion with ·the investigation 
of Julius Robert Oppenheimer. Dr. Bush stated that Oppenheimer UXI.S 
definitely pro-Communist and pro-Russian prior to the beginning of 
World War II and that he had many friends and, assoo ta tes of pro-
Communist leanings • Dr. Br.JJ3 h adv ts ed further, h owevera, that 
Oppenhe im.er is now definitely not pro-Russ ian although he still 
may be described as a Liberal. Dr. Bush advised that Oppenheimer's 
brothero is "definitely to the left, assoo ia tes with pro-Communist 
groups and persons, and is believed to be a member· of the Communist 
PaT'ty." Dr. Bush also advised that OppenheimeT''s wifB UXlS fo-rmer_Zy 
maT'ried to a Co~munist. Dr. BUsh expressed his belief that 
Oppenheimer has broken off his assoctations with ~revious questtonable 
friends of Communist Party leanings. (116-2717-12) . . 

----·· -- In May of 1948, a preliminary investigation was begun on 
Dr. BUsh in connection with the loyalty of government employees 
proJect. The bas is UXI.S- that Bv.2h UXI.s "scheduled" to meet with a 
steering committee for a forum sponsored by the Ameriaan Association 
of Scienti-fic Wor7ters. The AASW is roeported to be .Communist in
filtrated. Bash is· not '!mown ·to be d. member. 
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At one time Buah was ment toned as a possible receiver 
of an honorary membership in the Russ ian Academy of Sciences~ 
It was also reported that Bush was invited. 'to attend a Science 
Jubilee in Moscow in 1945. ~h's name was in the address book 
of a subJect of an internal seC7.:"r ity tnves't iga t ion tn the Newa'T"k 
Office and BUsh had been mentioned in connection with meetings 
attended by Dr. Harlow Shapley. 

A preliminary investigation was made and no derogatory 
inJ'orma t ion whatever UXJ.S developed. · L ist11 of potent tal invitees 
to attend the Science JUbilee was merely one made up of prominent f 

scientists-and had no pol it ioa"l significance. This is ala o true 
of the in/o7'7na t ion about honorary membership in the Russ tan 
Academy of Sciences. · 

Injormants were doubtful that Bush ever was a member' of 
the American :Association of Scienti,fic Workers, but if he ever' 
was, he certainly wasn't at the time of the investtgatton.(~une, 1948) 

. · The investigation did aevel.op that Shapley and Bush were 
bitter enemtes and that so far as Shapley.was concerned, he regarded 
Bush as a :.headfitrcmg reactionary and re[tretted th,e c ircwns tances . 
wh ieh made it necessa-ry to wo.r'k with h ~m. (121-95:J4) 

As of June 9, 1949,/Dr. BUsh was cleared as a confidenttal 
informant in matters relalting, to atom.ic .. energy. (66-2.542-7 sub 53 
serial 2) . 

RELATIONs WITH THE BUREAU 

As mentioned above,· relations btf!twe'en the Bureau and Bu.sh 
go back to 1936 wh.en Bush dis cuss·ea at liingth problem.s in connect ion 
with the growing fingerprint files of the.FBI. At that time Dr. 
Bush UXJ,S with MIT. Dl'. Bush advise·d Mr; Coffey of the laboratory 
that he wanted the Director to feel that he could call upon him 
at any time ·and that he would be delighted to rende't" his services 
on this or any other problem which the·BUreau thought he might be 
qualified to handle. 62-38679-24 (94-1-740)~ 

Dr.· BUsh frequently solicited help from the BUreau in 
connection with investigations, usually of personnel who weT'e 
associated with Dr. BUsh in connection with the defense effort 
in which it will be recalled, IJr. Bush had an overwhelmingly 
tmportan~ part. T.he carnegie Institution of Washington, D. C. 
and the National Advisory Committee for aeronautics were a couple 
of age no ies in connect ion with which he made requests. ( 64-;.4123-307-3) 
and( 96-252-1). 
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In connect ion with the National AdlJ isory .Commit tee tor 
Aeronautics, by letter dated October 29, 1940 IJrt. Bush, who · 
was chairman of the committe~ requested the assignment ·of an 
agent on a confidential bas is as a teohn io ian at langley Field. 
This was not approlJed. (65-33408) 

Dr. Bush zoo.s approved as a member of the faculty of 
the National Academy tn March of 1942 (1-10-1672) 

Spec tal Agent D. K. Brown contacfled Dn. Bw3h in June 
of 1942 for the purpose of ascertaining whether IJrt. ~h was 
will tng to lecture before the Nat tonal Academy. Agent Brown 
saw Dr. BUsh, only after d~fioulty, aa Dr. BUsh was exceedingly 
busy, and Dr. Bush informed Agent BT"own, that he u.us absolutely 
declining every invitation of a social or official nature be
cause of the heavy duties imposed upon him by the Army. Agent 
Brown got the impress ion that Dr. -~Bash deal ined the Bu;reau 1s 
invitation to lecture before the National Academy with real regret 
and he offered to suggest the ·names of other prominent scientists 
if the Bureau des ired. (1-10-1718). _ . 

Y,~-· 
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t 'IRE DIREC'IDR 

FROU : Executives Conferanaa 

SUBJECT: GHADUAT!Oi1 EXEBCISBS 
43-rd SESSIOU1 FBI UA 
UARCH 31 - GRlUJUATIOii SPEAKER 

'lb.a BX:soutivas Conference on l/10/50, with lleasrs. Tolson, Onllnrum, 
'l'raoy, &.rbo, l!ohr, Ladd, Rosen, Carlaon and Clogg present, reconuandad that 
in the order named tvro or the following be ealected to be tho sepakere at the 
next ~r<lcit'btion Exeroiseo of the 'FBI Hational Aoad~ which tdll ba held on 
ll.a.roh 311 195'0. In tha event one dso11nes1 tho third uill be an altemata. 

:; 

Attachment 

(1) Dr. Uorwan Vincent Poala 
l!arble Collogiata Church 
l~aw York CS. ty 

(2) Congroasman John J. Roo-:ay 
Brooklyn, llew York ,' 
u6Ulber of the 1\.pn-:-"t;r.tations Comnittao 

fu 
(J) · Dr. Vc!lJlnovar"'Dush 

Preaidcmt 
Carnegie Institution . 
t1aahinuton, n. c.~ concerning v:hon a biog:raphical s~atoh ancl 
oumro1ry is attached. 

P.aopeattully, 
For tho Conf6renoa 

Olyda Tolson 

mRECTOES J~OTATIOU t nmt. H. n 
ac.- llr. t.:oh.r 

Mr. Clem~ 

9l 

RECClR0£0 - 12,8 if 1::: 1!91 z. 
NtrJ s~1eso 
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G .. , 

(: · 



cr.vawm-t;z~.IM ; ~ 

Office JtieirJttndum 
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GOVERNMENT 

TO r Mr. Nichols 

By memorandum dated June 16, 1954, Hr. H. L. _Edwards 
advised Mr. Mohr of a letter dated June 11, 1954, from the 
Washington Field 0//ice regarding an i.nteruiew oj Dr. Vannevar 
Bula ~a :;aat: ~; ~a: :~:;'' Energy Act Appltcant Inves~>gat>on b 6 of_ _ _ _ _ _ ___ lur. Edwards' memor~ndum polnted 
ou t at r. us as e e interviewing Agent whether he (the b7C 
Special Agent) Knew all.abqut him (Dro Bush)o Upon receiving a 

I 

negative answer, Dr. Buah reportedly inquired, "How can you conduct 
an investigation i,f you don't know all about meP'' Dr. Bush 
reportedly JUrther said, "I am a busy man, you ought to know all 
about me before you cama here to interview meo I don't ~ave time 
to answer your questions. You can go back and tell your poas tha~~~~~~ 

At the conclua ion of Mr. EdWGrda 1 memorandum, Mr. Tolson 

J 
noted, "I recom.mend.o.that Dr. Bush be ltsted . not; to be contacted 
without .prior Bureau authority." The Director noted, 11I concur." 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

. (1) That the attached memorandum to app.ropriate 
otficials be sent, advising that Dr. Bush has been add d 
'List of Persons Not To Be Contacted Without Prior Bure 

{2) ~at the attached letter be aent to the Wash}ngton 
Fie~d Office advising that Bush is not to be contacted unless prior 
Bureau approval has been obtained. . /. · .:· 

@L • -i'\ !ECORDED • 1l V~ yr '/7' t:J. 

1 7 
- ~ 

V" . rM. f': ?? .. -~ , ·-- . t/ >-' 

Attachme~ ~ ~ .Z~~~~ · . . • "t. .~~:L ~ .. '';~: . ' ~ l. 
GTJI'/'I:n"'"' :lea 0\. \ ·.0.• · · ·:·. ·· · • · ., 0°· lllr .. _ \. ) ,, - . ~ • . . IJ..J. 
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SAC, llFO 

DtreotorJ FIJI 

0 
DR. V'AiVNEYAB BUBII 
PRESIDENT 

' 

CARNEGIE INS'RITUTIO!I OF fJASiiiiiOTON 

Reurl~t June ll, 1954, relat~ng to the tnterutew oJ 
Dr. Yanneuar Eush6 Prestdent, Carnegte Instttutton of Washtngtonj 

-. ' I. 

1530 P Street, Northwest, Washtngton, D. c., on JunB 8, 1954, b 6 1n aonneation with the 4ta•rc bnergy Act Appl,cant Inuesttg~tton 
ofl b7C 

rou are ins true ted that Dr. .Bush ts not to be co11 tacted 
on any occaeton tn the juture unless prior Bureau approual has 
been obtained. l'or your injormatt on.; ~!f.he Washington telephone 
dtrectory reflects the address of Yannevar Bush to be 490! 
Hillbrook Lane, Northwest., :laahtngton, D. c. 
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Urtel 

To: SAC• Boston 

From: Director, FBI (1~0..2416'1) 

3AMES R. NEWMAN 
DEPABT:tJtEli.r OF STATE 
OOE 

7/12/6'}.. 

-,<) 

lf L · You are instructed to have an experienoe<l Special 
.Agent interview Dr. Vannevar Bush concerning Newman. llewman is 

_ being considered for the position of. Consultant to the Advisor 
-, to the President on Disarmament and is being investigated under 

the provisions of EXecutive Order 10450 at the request of the 
Depart.nt of State. Bee current "Who's Who in America" for 
information concerning Bush and Newman. Also see your radiogram 
of 6/28/61 concerning Ne~ · 

~;~ 94-41907 (Dr. Vannev_~~ush) 
~: Fuil field investigation being conducted concerning 

Newman at the request of the Depar.tment of State, based on 
Newman's reported association with Dr. Edward u. Condon ~d 
Bernard Peters. Peters reported to hav.e been a member of 
Communist Party in Germany and renounced his u. s. -citizenship 
in 1955. · 

Dr. Vannevar Bush is not to be contacted without -
Bureau approval per instructions.to field dated 6/29/54. In 
an interview in 1954 in an applicant case, Bush asked the 
interviewing Agent whether the Agent knew all about him. Agent 
gave negn1ve answer to which Bush reportedly inquired, "How 
can you conduct an investigation if you don't know all about 
me?" Bush reportedly -~atitlllu~a, "J.. am a busy man, you ought to 

·know all about me before you come here to interview.me. l don't 
have time. to answer your questions. You.~ ,go bac~ and tell 
your boss that." · I ~--4£L~,- · r---- NO"r Tt~CORDEIY · 

-Bureau files reveal that_ Bush J9f}dS!jl"eti~ly been 
~~ & cooperative with the Bureau going back to 1936. He was cooperative 
o~ - ~ when interviewed prior to 1954 during the~estigati~ of . ~ 
~:J ~ ;c Dr. Edward u.: Condon and-Julius Robert Oppenheimer. Bush is an atomi~ 
>~ ~ ~ scientist at MIT. Reco~end that he be interviewed in this case. ~ 

0 ~ ...\ ' !. /\ (94-41907; 121~9524) . ~ 
- RIU5: pjk ~~v v 

(&) rJ Not_e continued page 2 
r,· : ·" ' ' l \ ~::7 ,,·:, 7'(~ 1 
-·· :/\t, \l~~<~ .. ~ { '~'t-JlJ1 



Airtel to SAC, Boston 
RE: JAMES R. NEWJIAH 

(Note continued) 

WFO has advised that during the investifJition of . 

I t{ 
I I 

' • 

Dr. Edward U. Condon, Dr. Bush stated in 1947 that an example of . 
Condon's poor judgment was his association with James B. Newman. ; 
Boston aware of this information. : 

6/28/61 radiogram from Boston states Boston will not 
interview Dr. Bush UACB. 

- 2-
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Congressman Udall, (D) .Ar-£zona, e:rt~ded his rcaarlrs to 
tnelude a s~a~eEent by Dr. Vannevar~ush• prestdent of 
the Carnegie Institut'£on1 which appeared· in the New York 
Times Mgaaine under the tttl~ Hake Our Security 
System. Secure." No references were l!Uld·e to · the Bureau.-
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