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REPORT BY TIM BUCK TO THE COMMUNIST
PARTY OF CANADA NATIONAL COMMITTEE
MEETING, JANUARY 16-19,.1965 ...

On January 25, 1965, a source, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, advised as follows:

The National Committee of the Communist Party {(CP)

of Canada met in Toronto, Canada, during the period January
16-19, 1965,

The report of the National Executive Committee
which was a collective document entitled, "The Political
Situation and the Tasks of the Party"” was made by Tim Buck.
The "uncorrected" text of this report was as follows:

This is the first time for many years that we have
held a plenum or a national convention without the partici-
pation of our beloved friend, the late General Secretary and
National Leader of our Party, comrade Leslie Morris.

Through more than 40 years Leslie was a very active
participant in the world communist movement. He worked in
almost every branch of the work of our party. His many
contributions to its. development are exemplified by his work
on our program, "The Road to Socialism in Canada."

Today, the future of our country as a sovereign
political entity is in grave danger. Monopoly-capital and
its political representatives in the United States and Canada
are working, cunningly and systematically, to integrate
the natural resources and the economy of this country with
those of the United States.. In the struggle for .Canadian
independence that this imposes upon all patriots, we can find
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rich material in Leslie's work. His most mature years were
narked by a deep appreciation of the fundamental unity that
exists between the highest interests of Canadian democracy,

the real interests of Canada and her people, and the struggle
for peace, friendship between .peoples, democracy and socialism;
the ideal which is at the heart of proletarian internationalism.
This is one of the features of his work that we must make fully
the property of every member of the party and of all progressive
workers.

In this plenum we shall pay our best tribute to
Leslie by making it a continuation of his work.

Our 18th National Convention fulfilled its responsi-
bility by working out our party's three point program but it
was not able to deal in a thoroughgoing way with our party's
concepts and practises. Our last Plenum posed this question
before our members, opening up a party-wide examination of what
needs to be done to close the serious gap that has been
developing between the mass movement of the people and the
organized influence and strength of our party. This plenum
must supply answers to some of the questions raised. But it
must do so in the light of the political and economic changes
that have developed 1nternat10na11y and in Capada during the
ten months that have passed since the 18th National Coavention.

The World in Change

There has been a substantial change in the general
political situation since our national convention; a progressive
trend is emerging on a world scale. There is a world-wide
growth of the deep popular desire for peace, for policies of
peaceful coexistence, against United States interference in
the domestic affairs of newly independent countries, for demo-
cratic progress. The strength of this desire was demonstrated
dramatically in the U,.S. when Senator Goldwater was rebuffed
by 46 million votes, It was reflected in the election of the
Labor government in Britain, in the increased votes cast for
candidates of the Communist Paxrties in Italy, Belgium, Sweden,
and in the election of Giuseppe Saragat as President of Italy.
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Combining, in its effect, with the strengthening
of the democratic trend in capitalist countries, socialism
is growing stronger with gathering momentum. To the his-
toric achievements, strength, and growing resources of the
1,000 million people of the socialist states, there is added
now the momentous fact that, .in numerous newly independent
countries, the peoples and their governments are choosing
the path of socialist development. These are not yet socialist
countries in the full sense but their adoption of the socialist
path, as the means by which to protect their newly won
soverelgnty from imperialist schemes, extends greatly the
area in which economic development is planned on a non-capitalist
path and it intensifies still more the crisis of imperialism
in decay.

These changes are of vital importance. They reflect
the growth of democratic action and its power to influence
the course of events. They testify to the possibility for
a broad democratic advance to the extent that the world-wide
desire for peace and democratic progress is united and makes
its influence felt, :

It must be noted however that the growth of democratic
sentiment is not yet expressed in organized form. The desire
for peace finds wider and wider public expression, including
support from some capitalist politicians, but there has been
an actual slackening of organized peace action, The shift in
stages of development~-strong enough to administer a setback
to the most reactionary forces of imperialism but notyet com-
mitted to the necessity for a decisive repudiation of them.

The forces of reaction and of the drive to war are
still very strong. The people of the United States voted
by such an overwhelming majority that it evoked public opposi-
tion to Goldwater even within the Republican Party. But, he
Treceived nearly 27 million votes., Goldwaterism remains
entrenched in many key positions, with active support from the
most aggressive circles of the state-monopoly-capital including
some circles of the Democratic Party. The strength of Gold-
waterism is reflected in the evident pressure that it exerts
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upon the President and the extent to which it is able to
obstruct the introduction of policies such as the people
expected. The President, who was elected by the greatest
popular vote in the history of the United States, supports

gsome enlightened measures to buttress state-monopoly-
capitalism, But, he promised civil xights for all citizens

and a month after the election his administration resumed its
persecution of the Communist Party of the United States.

In defiance of a judgment by the Supreme Court of the U,S.

the Johnson Administration 1s' making another attempt to enforce
the discredited McCarran Act, repeating its rejected prosecu-
tion of the Communist Party and of Gus Hall and 44 other United
States citiznes, ‘It is an act of Goldwaterism in defiance of
the votes of the people. It is a betrayal of the President'’s
election promises. The Communist Party of the U.S. correctly
describes it as "desperate and malicious."

The President assuréd the people that he would honor
the sovereignty of newly independent nations but, less than a
month after the election he associated the United States with
Belgian reaction in one of the most shameful invasions of
another country ever recorded; air-lifting Tshombe's hired
killers into the Congo, U.S, imperialism continues to be 2
bulwark of reaction in Africa. The President assured the people
that he would not spread the dirty war in Vietnam into North
Vietnam., But within weeks of the election, General Maxwell
Taylor, U.S. Ambassador to South Vietnam and the President's
chosen adviser on military questions, announced that, having
discussed the matter with the President personally, he will
"step up" military operations across the frontiers of South
Vietnam.. In his "State of the ‘Union Message," the President
revealed clearly the aim of trying to exploit.the differences
existing between socialist states and indicated his intention
to place increased emphasis on United States aggression in
South Vietnam,

The very grave situation in Vietnam makes this a
matter of vital concern to Canadians, indeed to the people of -
all countries. The categoric public declaration by the
government of the People's Republic of China that stands ready
to go to the asgsigtance of the people of Vietnam should cause
all men of good will to insist that the governments of their
countries press the United States to withdraw its military

forces from Vietnamn.
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In his State of the Union Message to the United
States Congress on January 4th, the President said: "With
the Soviet Union we seek peaceful understandings that can
lessen the -danger to freedom....l hope the new Soviet
leaders can visit America so they can learn about this
country first hand!' He added that, in ‘this, he was obeying
the people's "command,"

But; a few w&rds later in his Message the President

bromised to continue the U.S. aggression in Vietnam. He

solidarized himself directly with the West German revanchists

and their aim to absorb the German Democratic Republic. In

a slightly veiled form he aligned himself also with the

=reactionary dream of re-establishing the imperialist influence

in, some socialist countries of Eastern Europe, a dream which
is also .shared by the West German militarists.

The U.S., government continues to press its scheme

to give the revenge-gseeking militarists in Western Germany

nuclear weapons in the form of a2 multilateral force and to
set up a multilateral force in Asia, to arm Japanese
imperialism also with nuclear weapons, *

Mankind craves for ,peace, with a growing realization
that universal world disarmament is now our sole alternative
to the world-wide proliferation ‘of nuclear weapons, But
President Johnson continues the United States policy of cynical
opposition to universal disarmament. In his State of the Union
Message he boasted that the military power of the United
States is overwhelming. And he added to the members of Congress:
"that superiority will continue to grow as long as this office
is mine--and you sit on Capitol Hill."

This policy of emphasis upon preparation for nuclear
war is the background upon which the Johnson Administration
tried to organize a majority to support illegal action against
the Soviet Union in the United Nations and of its continuing
attempts to bring about large- ~-seale military invasion of Cuba.
The people voted in their overwhelming majority for _peace,
democracy and social progress, but the ultra-right is still
strong, the danger of war is. stillegrave. To defeat Goldwaterisnm

-5 - SPIREL




O Q "

REPORT BY TIM BUCK TO THE CP @@T
OF CANADA NATIONAL COMMITTEE
MEETING, JANUARY 16-19, 1965

conclusively in the U.S. there is need for continued and
growing democratic action in the spirit with which. the pro-
gressive forces permeated the Democratic election campaign.

For an Independent Cahadian Foreign Policy

In the sphere of foreign affairs the Pearson
government pursues, in the main, the line of the foreign
policy of the United States~~even to '"pulling U.S. chestnuts
out of the fire" at times.. . . .

Lester B. Pearson promised the people that he would
negotiate a reduction of Canada's nuclear commitments if he
‘became Prime Minister, Instead; the Pearson government has
enmeshed the Canadian people even more deeply in the United
States nuclear war plans, In addition to nuclear warheads
for Bomarc missiles, large storage dumps of U,S. nuclear
weapons have been. established in Canada and the Royal
Canadian Air Force in West Germany is committed to a 'nuclear
"strike" role,

While paying lip service to, the idea of non-intervention
in the domestic affairs of newly independent states, the Pearson
government continues to give active support to United States
aggression. in several countries. Canada is a member of the
International Supervisory Commission to prevent foreign inter-
ference in Vietnam, but the Pearson government refuses to
call for a meeting of the Geneva Conference of powers to act
on the flagrant United States aggression in that country and
neighboring countries..

- The Pearson government doesmaintain some distinctions

in its foreign policy. Most evident are its continued maintenance
of diplomatic relations with Cuba, defiance of the United States
to. sell bundreds of millions of bushels of wheat to socialist
countries, expressions of doubt about the wisdom of the U.S.~

West German plan for a multilateral nuclear force, the statement
by Paul Martin that Canada will not take part in such a force,

and his protest against its organization by negotiations carried
on outside NATO, These distinctions are important and peace-
loving Canadians should compel extension of such distinctions

ce- P
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to crucial areas of foreign policy. We should reject the
government's proposal to spend an additional $1,500 million
upon new and expanded means of destruction during the
coming five years., Canada's real interest will be served
by a mass popular demand upon the members of the House

of Commons to compel the governmént to discard that proposal.
The Prime Minister should be pressed to carry out his
election promise instead,

'

Canada should send all nuclear warheads back to
the United States. Canada should call for the reconvening
of the Geneva Conference and stop the war in Vietnam.
‘Canada should make a public demand that the United States
drops its plan to put, nuclear weapons in the hands of the
West German militarists. Canada should take a clear public
stand in favor of complete general world disarmament.

The change of leadership in the Soviet Union and the
official statements of policy by Premier Kosygin and Secretary
Brezhnev .are bheing responded to by several governments with
invitations for exchanges of visits. Now is the time for
Canada also to propose reciprocal visits. Let us develop
active relations, increase trade and cultural exchanges
between our countries. Let us associate our countries,
neighbors across the Arctic Ocean, in .action to achieve lasting
world peace and friendship between peoples. These are the keys
to world peace, the characteristics of the foreign policy
which is necessary now to regain Canada's independence.

The People Against the Monopolies

There is developing in .Canada widespread democratic
opposition to the monopolies and resistance to their exploita-
tion. It finds expression in a variety of forms but its
universal content is that of "The people versus the monopolies.’
It is a gratifying fact that the science of Marxism-Leninism
enabled the 18th Natiomal Convention of our party to.discern
the elements of this development and, to indicate this as an
important avenue of progress in Canada.

*
There is a marked upward trend of democratic action,
and of its power to influence the course of events. The issues
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around and the forms in which it finds strongest expression

differ between French and English Canada, but the demand for
progressive social change is outspoken, its growing support

is evident, and there is a developing political ferment.

The most evident expression of this trend .so far is.
the militant readiness of the rank and file members of the
trade union movement to meet the challenge of the monopolies,
including readiness to act together regardless of affiliation.

Monopoly-rigged prices have forced our cost of living
up to the highest level in history and the workers want wage
incereases to maintain their purchasing power, They are no
longer satisfied with the traditional settlements of their
demands for wages, fringe benefits and better working con-
ditions. They want more paid holidays., They want more
adequate pensions and they want to be able to receive the
pensions before they are completely broken by the merciless
killing speed-up which is shortening the working lives of
Canadian workers. They want to abolish the inequitable gap
between the wages paid in Canada and.the wages paid in the

United States for the same type of job and the .same amount of
work,

The monopolists -are developing a new counter~offensive
against the workers., Holding down wage levels in spite of a
revolutionary increase in productivity, maintaining exorbitant
prices in spite of lower and lower costs of production, they
drag out negotiations while applying ruthless measures against
attempts at job action, They are resuming again the use of
organized 1arge-sca1e scabbery, they use injunctions increasingly
to restrict. trade union. action when the workers are forced to
strike. Their courts are stepping up their gervice to the
monopolies against the trade unions, exemplified by the fine
and costs .totalling nearly 2.5 million imposed upon the Steel
Workers for the Murdochville strike.

The battle to protect the. workers.and their unions
against the rapacity of the monopolies when automation is
introduced is beconming very sharp. Printing trades workers
in Toronto and Montreal, longshoremen. in Newfoundland, electrical
workers in Dunnville, automobile and steel workers,.all these
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are confronted by the preliminary effects of automation.

They are advance detachments of the trade union movement in
the battle that is being forced upon the working class by

the monopolies. The lockouts and strikes in which these
workers are being increasingly involved are the beginning

of a great social struggle that is developing to decide how
the coming reorganization of Canadian economy is to be

carried through, and what its results are to be for the masses
of the people,

In addition to the defensive battles being forced
upon the unions, they are fighting also to advance; to win for
the workers some benefit from the enormous increases in the
profits being made by the great corporations through killing
speed-up in the plants and rapacious monopoly price-fixing
in the. market. Demands fought for by the workers illustrate
a vital change that is taking place. The form of their
actions is still that of trade union economic struggle, but
at the heart of the conflict there is the fact that, to survive,
-the trade union. movement must challenge the right of corpora-—
tions to be the sole judges of what they will do with "their"
increased profits, and what they will do about workers.whose.
labor is replaced by automation. Thus the essential content
of these struggles is political. Recognizing thils, the
Canadian Labor Congress is pressing for far-reaching refornms,
to give the trade union movement a voice in carrying through
the reorganization of the national economy, Jean Marchand,
President of the Confederation of National Trade Unions,
declares categorically that the working people must have a
direct voice in the direction of an all-embracing reconstruction
of the economy of Canada. A great democratic movement must
.develop to unite the trade unions around this demand in both
English and French Canada, There should be developed broad
movements in every province to fight for legislation which
guarantees security for every worker whose job is taken over
by automation.

There is a rising democratic demand, in both French
and English Canada, that the federal government should come
to grips with some of the problems that beset the two nations
of this .country, and that the government implements some of
its promises, particularly the election promise made by Pearson
that if he became Prime Minister, he would négotiate a reduction
of Canada's nuclear role.
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Indications that electoral support for progressive
policies is increasing are to be seen in the results of
municipal elections in various parts of the country, In a
nunber of places progressive candidates, including communists,
received substantially bigger votes than in the previous
election, In by-elections for the House of Commons the changes
in the popular vote have also been encouraging. The indications
so far do not justify a forecast of the trend in the event of
a federal general election but they do show the influence of
the widespread desire for change, Our audience is growing.

The proposals advanced by our party are being listened to with
growing respect. There is increasing recognition of the fact
that many of the democratic proposals which now command wide
support were advanced first by the Communist Party.

Growigg Contradictions in the Economic Boom

Economic activity in Canada is, currently, at the
highest level in more than ter years. Corporation profits
are at an all time high. Dividend disbursements are the
highest ever~~10 per cent higher in 1964 than in 1963.

Gross national product in 1964 was 6 per cent more
in volume than in 1963. There has been large-scale expansion
of production facilities through 1963 and 1964. Total private
and public investment including housing, was $10.8 billion--
more than 25 per cent of the gross natiomal. product. Boosted
by the sale of half a billion dollars worth of grain to
socialist countries, Canada's exports have, for the first time
in 15 years, exceeded our imports of merchandise.

The speed at which the policy of integration is
reducing Canada to complete dependence on the United States
ig illustrated by the growing burden of debt and its effect.
During the first nine months of 1964 Canada exported products
to the value of $6,159,600,000, We shipped out of this
country more goods than we brought in, to the extent of six
hurdred and thirty-six million dollars worth. But interest
and dividends, and other costs of integration were so enormous
that, for the year, they consumed all the surplus earned by the
export of products, plus an additional. six hundred million
dollars, Thus, even in such an exceptional year when we
exported ten per cent more than we imported, Canada is still
forced to borrow six hundred million dollars to service debt.

- 10 -
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Automation and cold-blooded killing speed-up is
increasing productivity per worker to such an extent that
Stelco is reputed now to have one of the highest rates of
production per worker of any similar plant in the world.
In November, Canadian economy wasg breaking records for
production and corporationprofits, with 258,000 workers
still chronically unemployed. The boom has not overcome
the contradiction between the rate of growth of Canmada's
population and the very slow growth in the number of jobs.
Because of the effects of automation, young workers have
become the main victims of technological change and automa-
tion is only at its beginning.

Monopoly-capital has enjoyed a boisterous recovexy
from the relative decline of 1956 to 1961 and the stock
markets are booming, Professional business forecasters are
assuring thé c¢apitalist clas$ that thé économy will continue
to expand through 1965. On the surface, it appears that
optimistic forecasts are justified, but consideration of the
underlying factors upon which the boon depends, compels a
more cautious estimate,

A very big factor in the present boom has been new
investments, which accounted for more than a quarter of the
gross national product in, 1964. New investment was triggered,
mainly by increased foreign demand for products of the resource
industries. That demand and the decisions for or against new
investment in this country each depend to an alarming extent
upon conditions and interests which are outside Canada.

The majority of all production in this country,
including 60 per cent of the manufacturing, is controlled
now in. other countries, mainly the U,S.

Since the Pearson. government took office, the U,S.
has been taking over control of our country faster than ever.
Today 89 per cent of all Canadian exports are either industrial
raw materials, partly processed raw materials, or agricultural
products., In 1963 we exported $780 million woxth of finished
manufactured products but we imported more than $3,000 million
worth, mainly from the United States. Buying finished manufactured
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products from the U.S. we create for ourselves 'the chronic
mass unemployment of workers, especially young workers,
who could be employed producing them there,

The rate of economic expansion is slowing down in
the United States as well as in some overseas capitalist
countries., It is unlikely that foreign demands for Canadian
industrial raw materials will continue to grow as rapidly
through 1965 .as it did in 1964. ,

The economies of a number of advanced capitalist
states are strained and extremely sensitive to any unfavorable
development in capitalist economy as a whole, This found
dramatic expression in the alacrity with which eleven
imperialist states, including ‘Canada, jolned in placing an
international credit of $3 billion at the disposal of the
government of Britain,

The magnitude of that credit, the speed with which
it was arranged, and the simultaneous raising of the. bank
rate in the lending countries, combined to make that an inter-
national financial operation without precedent. It betrays
the extreme nervousness of state-monopoly-capital and its
governments lest a financial or other form of economic "break"
in any one of the advanced capitalist countries should touch .
off an international chain reaction through the tension ridden
imperialist system., The Financial Post was impelled to comment,
editorially: "Never before have so many nations come together
so promptly and so effectively to stamp out a financial fire
that could have led to a competitive devaluation race in
currencies and a widespread economic holocaust" (Financial
Post, Dec. 5, 1964), :

These fa&tors are not evidéni in Canada .as yet bhut
they will eifect our economy. ‘ ..

The fact that the people of Candda are going to be
compelled to deal with crucial economic problems in the near
future is admitted in the Report of the Economic Council of
Canada, published on January 12th.

This documented statement admits that our economic
development has fallen far behind our potential and that it
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will be necessary to create new jobs during the coming years,
twice as fast as we created them during the past fourteen
years, just to keep pace with the growth of population.

Even more significant is the fact that this Report admits that
we can do this, provided that a larger area of this country's
economy is developed under public ownership and control,

, Our 18th National Convention saw this problem
developing and emphasized it. The difference is that,
whereas the Economic Council of Canada evades the question
of what, specifically, should be done, our convention told
the people of this country forthrightly what .needs to be done
and proposed that we join forces to do it;, The Pearson
government on the other hand, with the cooperation of ‘the
Conservative and Social Credit Parties, is trying to side-
step this issue by gelling still -more of Canada and control
of our lives to the United States. Writing in the current
issue of a United States magazine, "Foreign Affairs,"” Prime
Minister Pearson adds his voice to the chorus of monopoly
propagandists who are pressing for the pooling of all the
natural resources of Canada and the United States, One of the
objectives of this plan is to, divert vast quantities of fresh -
water from Canada's lakes and rivers to the United States by
canals to head off the threatening famine of fresh water in
that country. This is simultaneously a plan to head off
development of conditions there which would induce numerous
industries to transfer their production operations from the
United States to Canada. It is Canadian monopoly-capitalists
and their political representatives who are "selling us down
the river" by integration and they are making fabulous profits
out of their operation., But their victim is Canada. They
are selling our country's. future. The long-term tendency
of integration is to turn the direction of Canadian, economic
activities from East-West to North-South., Contrary to the
assurances being given concerning free trade in automobiles
and parts, and in spite of the fact that some very transitory
advantages may be derived from this, the overall effect of
integration is to transfer control of Canada's economy to
foreign hands: This is why the president of the New York
City Bank prophesgized to a meeting of Toronto businessmen
early in January that there will be "a customs union’ between
Canada and the U.S. within ten years., Integration is the
policy of subjugating Canada completely to the United States.
Against this there will arise, there must be developed a great
national-democratic Canadian movement for a New Economic Policy,
to bring the monopolies under democratic public control.
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A Voluntary Partnership Or A Divided Canada

Qur country is inhabited by two nations, the -
English and the French Canadians. As nations we are as
distinct from each other as both of us are distinct from "
the older nations from which we all are descended, The.
one way by which we can prevent a "break-up" of Canada
iz by recognizing that in the conditions of.today neither
of her nations can be subject to the other one. The rela-
tionship between English Canada and French Canada must bhe
changed to one of voluntary partnership in a new and
genuine Confederation.

For us to enter voluntarily into partnership the
primary requirement is mutual recognition of the necessity
for us to do so in a new Confederation. Only on this basis
can the two nations approach the distribution of governmental
powers in a new Confederation, that is to say, which powers
are to be retained by each nation to be exercised as it decides
in its own territory, and which are to be assigned to the
Confederal government with the necessary safeguards to protect
the national status and rights of each nation in that government
also. Instead of a pretended Confederation of ten provinces,
Canadians need a genuine voluntary Confederation of the two
nations. Joint elaboration of such an agreement between the
two nations is indispensable:. It is the Liberal and Tory
refusal to acknowledge this fact that could lead to a "break-up."

The Pearson government "tipped its hat" to the
necessity for a Canadian Constitution when it set up the Royal
Commission on Bilingualism and Biculturalism. But today, even
before that Commission has completed its public hearings, the
Pearson government is engaged in backroom negotiations, behind
the backs of the people, in an attempt to reach an agreement
between the federal and provincial governments, Liberals and
Tories, upon the means by which to retain the British North
America Act asg the constitution of Canada on the basis of the
reactionary idea that Prime Minister Pearson describes as
"Co-operative .Federalism." That high-sounding phrase is in
fact a deceptive verbal fig leaf for a cunning plan to defeat
the demand for solution of the erisis between the two Canadian
nations. It is represented to the people as simply an elastic
conception of the relations between federal and provincial
governments, to the extent that all provincial govermnments can
exercise freedom to choose when they will be an integral part
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of Canada and when they will not. It does include that.
Its immediate effect is to encourage provincial governments
to jockey and bargain with the Federal governmént and with
each other, each becoming increasingly concerned to be the
sole agent for the monopoly or monopolistic group, the
interest of which is dominant at the time. It provides
loopholes by which governments,provincial and federal,

may evade their responsibilities. It fosters the competi-
tion between provinces which lends to elements of anti-
¥French propaganda in some parts of English Canada. The
logic of the conception corresponds with the perspective

of the dissolution of Canada as a sovereign Confederation.
It 1s no accident that Mr, Pearson, at the convention which
elected him National Leader, refused to pledge himself to
"maintain the Canadian identity."

English Canada and French Canada will both be
victimized if the Liberals and Tories are allowed to con-
tinue to inflict upon us the unworkable distribution of
powers and responsibilities laid down in the outdated
BNA Act, particularly with the additional handicaps imposed
by "Cooperative Federalism,"

English Canada needs a new constitution to enable
the people to correct the anomalies that have developed
because of the BNA Act, to carry through needed changes
without infringing upon the rights of Quebec, to redistribute
responsibilities and taxing powers of the different levels
of government, in accord with the conditions of today, to
. stop the systematic dispersal of responsibilities that is

- proceeding now.

French Canada needs a new Canadian Constitution
to satisfy her demand for constitutional recogniftion of her
full and: unqualified national status and of the right of the
people to decide for themselves whether they will remain
in partnership with English Canada. . How important that is,
to Canada as a whole, was illustrated by Rene Levesque, a
Minister in the Quebec Government, when he replied to an.
interviewer in a CBC television program: "No, I am not a
Separatist." But, if we cannot reach agreement with English
Canada, then, "I could become one," A Canadian Constitution
is necessary to preserve Canada as a two-nation state.
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In French Canada the struggle for national rights
is inseparable now from the people's struggles for social
justice., They want to develop their economy, to abolish
unemployment and they want democratic control of the con-
ditions of their lives. They want educational opportunities
for their sons and daughters. They want social security.
The rise of new socialist organizations in Quebec represents
the merging of national aspirations with socialist con-
sciousness. A growing number are inspired by the ideal of
socialism, a society which rejects war and the exploitation
of man by man, in which the full free opportunity for the
development of each guarantees the harmonious development
of society as a whole.

People are hecoming disillusioned with the evasions
of the Lesage government. Jean Lesage promised that his aim
would be to make the people of French Canada "Masters in Their
Own House," Instead, he has, in effect, repudiated the
principle of the right to national self-determination, More
and more people are turning to the working class as the force
which will carry the struggle for national self-determination
through to victory. Great demonstrations offarmers, school
teachers and others, demanding social justice, are dramatic
expressions of the fact that, in Quebec, an alliance between
distinet groups of democratic forces is already in action.

Steadily there is a coming together in French
Canada of patriotic national aspirations and economic
discontent. The merging of these will achieve a new status
for French Canada. 1t will be in a new voluntary partnership
of equals or it will end the present anomaly in some other
way.

Along with the necessity to solve the crisis between
the two Canadian nations, Canada needs a new constitution to
overcome the undemocratic features and the gaps and the anomalies
that pervade the outmoded British North America Act. In
addition to the necessity for changes in the constitutional
division of powers and responsibilities between the different
levels of government, Canadian democrats must write some pro-
visions in our new constitution which are notable by their
absence from the BNA Act. .
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Every Canadian needs the protection of a Bill of
Rights, entrenched in the constitution and free from the
limitations and restrictions that are imposed on the Bill
of Rights today by the provisions of the ocutdated ENA Act.

The organized labor movement needs constitutional
guarantees of the civil rights of workers--an end to the
use of injunetions, full democratic right to strike and to
picket, immunity of trade unions as such from legal actions.

The national minorities in Canada need constitu-
tional guarantees of civil rights, particularly the right
of immigrants to attain citizenship regardless of his or her
race, color, creed, or political affiliation., The present
situation in which immigrants who have seen active service
with Canada's armed forces may be refused citizenship on the
word of a secret R,C,M,P, informer, and have nocopportunity
to confront the informer or even to know what the alleged
information is, must be ended. Deportation of workers without
a public trial must be stopped. Members of national groups
in .Canada need guarantees of cultural rights to continue to
enjoy the treasures of the culture of the lands of their
birth without being treated here as a second class citizen.

For our self-respect as a people, all democratic
Canadians need a new constitution to codify an end to the
historic injustice that we have committed and are continuing
to commit against the indigenous people of .our country, the
Indian and the Eskimo peoples.

Every person of Indian and Eskimo birth must enjoy
full rights of Canadian citizenship without any loss of
treaty rights, or other goveranmental assistance. Every boy
and girl of Indian or Eskimo birth must be guaranteed the
right to education equal to the rights enjoyed by the .children
of other Canadians, BEvery young man and young woman of Indian
or Egkimo birth must be guaranteed an opportunity to learn a
trade or a profession. The Indian and Eskimo people must be
guaranteed all social services, federal and provincial, enjoyed
by other Canadians.

Now at last .we have a distinctive Canadian flag.
We greet this, the Communist Party has advocated consistently
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since 1926 that we adopt a flag that is distinetively
Canadian to symbolize Canada's sovereignty. We rejoice in
the fact that it is greeted with such wide approval in both
French and English Canada. Now that our flag is uniduely
Canadian, surely we should agree that the constltutlon under
which we live should be uniquely Canadian also. All who love
this country, all who want to see her two nations associated
in firm and lasting partnership, in the independent two-nation
state of Carada, should support now the demand for: A New.
Canadian Constitution, written in Canada to express the
national relationship and the constitutional needs of today,
by 1967.

Such are the outlines of the general political
situation and the charges taking place. as the people of Canada
start, the year 1965 confronted by a grow1ng necessity for
energetic democratic action to get Canada's foreign policy
on to, the path of peace, for domestic action to solve the
constitutional crisis, to stop the depredations of the
monopolies, to make automation serve the people instead of
creating unemployment and economic chaos, to reorganize
Canada's economy, to regain Canada's independence. These
issues which were emphasized by the 18th National Convention
of our Party, continue to be at the heart of Canadian
politics. The three point program, adopted by the 18th
National Convention of our Party, expresses in broad outline
the needsof Canada and her people,

Towards Democratic Unity Against the Monopolies

The urgent immediate need of Canadians in all walks
of life, in French and English Canada, who want peace in the
world and democratic social progress at home, is the develop~
ment of cooperation on the path to a democratic alliance
of progressive forces. Working people, professional and
other middle class people in the towns and on the farms,
all who recognize the necessity to end the unbridled rule
of the monopolies and the steadily increasing commitment. of
our country to nuclear war, are faced with a challenge., It
is a..challenge to our ability to unite for democratic aims.
There is need to bringipgether, in French and English Canada,
alliances of progressive forces in opposition to the monopolies
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and to the political parties which serve monopoly-capital.

To fight for Canada, for broadening democracy, for peace,

for socialism, in the conditions prevailing in this country
today, means to work to build electoral unity and extend

it systematically until it is broad enough to end the monopoly
of parliament by the Liberal and Conservative Parties,

Until now the great majority of Canadian-workers have
voted in elections for the candidates of the Liberal and Con-
servative Parties, There is a long-term trend among industrial
workers, of a turn away from their once "deep~-dyed true blue"
loyalty to the Conservative Party, but this is not yet a
rejection of capitalist politics. The tendency of large seg-
ments of the popular vote to swing from one of the old parties
to the other shows that the majority of people do not see any
essential difference between the two old parties, many workers
are losing confidence in both of them. There is a growing
leftward trend, expressed in the NDP, in the rise of socialist
organizations in Quebec, and in the rising militancy of the
working class. Working class support for the NDP is growing,
although not yet in the way that is necessary to end the Liberal-
Tory control of parliament,

The struggle to win support for the program of our
Party does.not contradict critical support for the NDP in
elections. Our Party has advocated the building of a broad
electoral party Since we were first organized in February,
1922. Our program makes it mandatory upon us to give critical
support to the NDP, to help it to increase its strength in
the House of Commons, while convincing more and more of its
members of the necessity to develop cooperation between our
two parties. Critical support must extend beyond election
campaigns, however; it must include consistent day-by-day
activity to help members of the NDP to recognize the full role
that their party can play if it will become part of a broad
democratic alliance against the monopolies., Such alliances,
in opposition to the monopolies and to the political parties
which serve monopoly-capital, must be built in French and
English Canada on the basis of the popular democratic movements
of each nation and they will have to be extended until they
are broad enough to rally the largest grouping of the electorate

and elect majorities,
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To win recognition of the necessity for such a
development and of the role that the NDP must play in it, is
one of the main tasks of our Party. It must be at the centre
of our work as an essential link between the present situation
and the winning of socialism.

The necegsity for cooperation between the Communist
Party and the NDP and between both of us and other socialist
parties or groups must he emphasized particularly in relation
to our proposals for far-reaching reforms and the necessity
for democratic unity to achieve them, The Communist Party
will strive for the development of consistent cooperation
between our Party and the NDP, -and all socialist-minded workers,
in action to win immediate demands and in longer term action

to bring about an anti-monopolist coalition of democratic
forces,

Our Party in the General Election

Manoeuvring for party advantage has become the main
preoccupation of the parliamentarians, completely overshadowing
the legislative needs of the Canadian people. It has brought
parliament to a state of near paralysis, at times almost to
popular ridicule. There is a growing opinion that a general
election is becoming necessary, even if only to end the harn
that is being done to the image of Canada's Parliament,

The Pearson government would prefer to avoid a general
election at this time, particularly while it is on the defensive
against accusations of attempted bribery and coercion. The
leader of the official opposition on the contrary has been so
anxious to force an election that his tacties in the House of
Commons have verged at times upon irresponsibility. The
Liberals have avoided defeat until now because the other parties
and even some Conservative members have rejected the idea of
another election so soon.

It is not possible as yet to define what changes, if
any, will takeé place in the relationship between the political
parties of the capitalist class between now and the election.
It is evident that a good deal of manceuvring and some
negotiations are taking place. The Quebec Conservatives in
the House of Commons split from Diefenbaker on the issue of
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the flag, some of them may leave the Party. Premier Manning

of Alberta flew a trial balloon on the possibility of some
measure of electoral unity between Social Credit and another
party. Premier Bennett, along with crystallizing West Coast
finance-capitalist interests, is bent .openly upon strengthening
his regional authority and political autonomy.

The elements of flux that are indicated in the
manoeuvres of the capitalist party leaderships reflect the
increasing underlying pressure of change. They emphasize
the necessity for our party to bring forward as strongly
as possible the challenge, and the possibilities, that this
situation presents to the progressive movement. These possi-
bilities are reflected in the tactics of the Pearson government.

The cumulative effects of hard fought battles by the
working class movement over the years are impelling the
Pearson government to try to make the Liberals appear as the
party which will serve the interests of the working class.

As part of this strategy, the .government has brought in some

of the legislation that its spokesmen promised in their
election speeches, "The Canada Pension Plan" and "The Canadian
Labor (Standards) Code" are each of this character.although
concessions to the insurance companies and other finance-~
capitalist interests have reduced- the Pension Plan serbusly

and concessions are being made now on the Labor (Standards) .
Code. The workers are being assured that Medicare will be.
next if the government is re-elected. The Canada Pension Plan
and the Labor (Standards) Code can both he passed and become
law during this Parliament if the democratic forces of the
country exert .united pressure for them but powerful lobbies

are seeking to delay their passage and to emasculate them still
further.

In the event that a general election is called before
the next meeting of the National Committee and in circumstances
which prevent a special meeting, the Party will fight the
election campaigh on concrete proposals which express the aims
of the Three Point Program adopted by the 18th National
Convention, in terms of the pressing current needs of the people,
in English Canada and in French Canada.

The Party will nominate candidates in both English
and French Canada and will fight energetically to elect themn.
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We will fight everywhere in Canada to win support for our

program. In constituencies in which there is no communist
candidate we shall work for the election of the NDP candi-
dates.

The Party must begin now to focus its activity
on preparations for the coming election, Our aim is to
integrate every party club in the campaign in a lively
active way on the constituency level as well as to relate
our national platform as an influential factor in the
campaign as a whole, This means a concrete study of each
constituency level as well as to relate our national plat-
form as an influential factor in the campaign as a whole.
This means a concrete study of each constituency, the local
issues as well as its relation to the national picture;
an appraisal of the sitting member ag well as the alternative
candidates and the most flexible ways to develop our influence
in each constituency.

The question of party candidates will be a subject
of consultation between the National Executive Committee
and the Provincial leadership in each province, Decéisions
whether or not to nominate, in which constituencies, and who
is to be the candidate, must be based upon the concrete
circumstances in each case.

‘We shall emphasize the role that the NDP can and
should play in uniting Canadian democracy against the
monopolies., We shall urge the NDP to invite other progressive
parties and organizations to form constituency electoral
alliances in support of its candidates.

Because of the position of the NDP on the national
atestion, the attitude of the progressive forces in French
Canada towards it differ considerably from that of progressive
preople in English Canada. The electoral relationship that will
emerge between the NDP and other progressive forces in Quebec,
ipcluding the trade union movement, will determine the role
that it plays in the struggle for the idea of a democratic
anti-monopoly coalition in French Canada. The Communist Party
will f£ight for the idea of electoral unity of the anti-monopoly
forces in French Canada as in English Canada, on the basis
of the issues and. the organizations and the forms of struggle

involved.
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The Party's electoral platform should.be built
around our 3-point program.

a) A new foreign policy of peace, disarmament
and world trade, starting with the removal of all nuclear
weapons and bases from Canada, This section will include
immediate demands such as: Canadian initiative in the UN
to outlaw the use of nuclear weapons in any circumstances.
A demand for the reconvening of the Geneva Conference to
stop U.S. aggression in Southeast Asia. Concrete proposals

on trade, economic assistance to newly independent countries,
etec.

b) A new Constitution for a united Canada made
up of the two free and equal nations dwelling together in
friendship.

c) A new economic policy of jobs, all round
Canadian economic development and Canadian independence-~
to curb the monopolies, place them under public control
and bring the benefits of the scientific industrial revolu-
tion to the people.

This section will include our concrete immediate
demands relating to people's welfare, as well as the longer-
term proposals for reorganization of the economy.

In campaigning for our election platform or specific
proposals from it, our Party will seek consistently and sincerely
to cooperate with all democratic Canadians who favor peace
and social progress. In working to develop such cooperation,
we must correct a mistake that we have made in the past. We
must change our attitude, as a party and as individual
communists, to progressive people who are not communists.

This is particularly important in relation to the socialist
groups in French Canada and to all workers in both nations
who subscribe to the idea of socialism but do not join our
Party. Many such are members of the NDP. In French Canada
some are members of socialist organizations, many of them
in both French and English Canada are not members of any
political party. But such workers are interested in the
same demands for which our Party is fighting and usually

support the struggles for them.
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In the past we have adopted a mistaken attitude
to- such workers. Failing to understand that people fight
for what they believe to be right, in their own way, we
have obscured our view of their political activities by
our own special smoke screen of prejudice--against reformists
and against social reformism in general.

This prejudice must be. overcome, The harm that
it is doing to our Party and the overall struggle for peace
and socialism in Canada must be stopped. It will require
serious gelf-critical work by all of us, as a Party and as
individual communists, beyond the election campaign, right
through to the stage when we and the socialist workers and
the party or parties that they belong to cooperate in
mobilizing, a democratic anti-monopoly coalition, in the
election of a people's government and through to the building
of socialism in Canada. It is our task to start earnestly
now as an indispensable feature of our preparations for and
campaigning in the federal election.

The Party

Our Party is the politically organized direct
continuation of the socialist movement to which capitalism
gave birth in Canada with the rise of moderm industry during
the 1890)s. The Communist Party is inseparable from the
transition to socialism on a world scale, ushered in by the
Great October Revolution., To make its most effective con-
tribution to the .advance of the working class to political
maturity, and to the struggle for overall democratic progress
in general, as well as in the forthcoming general election,
our Party is called upon now to strengthen its struggle for
the creative development of the ideological positions of
Marxism~Leninism and to improve its work to integrate Marxism-
Leninism in the broad labor movement. -

The most urgent immediate measure by which we can
increase the effectiveness of our contribution to the labor
movement and to the development of the anti-monopoly coalition
ig by building our Party.

The érowth of the Party dis directly related to helping

the working class go heyond trade union consciousness, to
bringing socialist consclousnéss into the broad labor movement
and strengthening the leading role of the working class as
that force around which an anti-monopoly coalition can be
brought into being. _ 94
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