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~y 22, 1948

s) M“THIS IS YOUR FBI"™ PROGRAM -~ In view of the possible continuance of the
wbove program over an extended period, it is desired that the fisld personnel

gsist the Bureau in the selection of material to be used as a basis for future
programs. As you know, the brevity and concigeness of Bureau reporis frequentl
eliminate many of the interesting highlights of an investigation that would be
particularly adaptable to radio dramatization. For that reason, it is felt that
the personnel who have actually participated in investigations will be able to
furnish the Bureau with suggestions which otherwise would not be available.

To this end, 1 desire that you instruct the supervisory personnel of
your office to confer with the Special Agents assgigned to their squads, explain
the Bureau's desires in this regard, and request suggestions. Thereafter, you
should confer with the supervisors, prepare a list of suggested cases and submit
it in letter form net later than fifteen days after receipt of. this letter.

It is desired that each case suggested should be described briefly in
one paragraph and the Bureau file number should be included wherever possible.

For your guidance in selecting suitable material, the following general
principles are set outb!

1. Only cases which have resulted in successful prosecutive action
ghould be used.

3 2. Cases involving white glavery or sex crimes are not suitable,
3. Although the erime itself must possess dramatic elements,

1 emphasis should be placed on cases involving outstanding
investigative techniques. Cases should be selected which
demonstrate the effectiveness of the Bureau's methods agnd
facilities, and wyhich illustrate the broad scope of the
Bureau's activities and the investigative skill and inge~
nuity of the agent personnel. Mystery elements at the
beginning of cases are degirable.

4, The apprehensgion of the subjects should be accomplished by
Bureau personnel and preferably should be somewhat dramatic
in nature. It is not, however, necessary that gunplay be
involved.

5. It is not necessary that each case 2elecied be a complste
story in itself, inasmuch as a2 composite case may be devel-
oped, incerporating the most dramatic and interesting ele-
ments of the case suggested. In other words, if the inves-
tigation is outstanding, but the apprehension is weak, the
case nevertheless may be suitable for use in a composite.

6. The purpose of this survey is to identify little known and
hitherto unpublished cases. The Bureau hag extensive data,
of course, on the major cases upon which interesting casse
memoranda have already been prepared.

g It is desired that you give this matter your close personal attentlon,

oA dmadriind Flan marmarmal  amed mand A vemdnein D02 w L ke eadues 2N .
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RE:  "THIS IS YOUR FBI" EADIO PROGRAM

A you are aware, the Bureau is cooperating to the fullest extent with
the Equitable Life Assurance Society of the United States in presenting the pro-
 gram "This Is Your FBI" over stations in the American Broadcasting Cempany chain

(formerly the Blue Network) every Friday night.

Some time ago the Equitable proposed and the Bureau approved a plan for
youth mestings which would be held in copnection with these Friday night broadcasts.
To give the plan a trial, a youth meeting was held at Syracuse, New York, gseveral
weeks ago. While the Syracuse program wag a definite success, experience gained
there will be invaluable in handling similar meetings within your field division.
Attached hereto is a copy of a memorsndum prepared by the Equitable for distri-
bubtion to its managers and General Agents. The memorandum was prepared with Bureau
cooperation and contains complete and specific information on this worthwhile project.
Incorporated are improvements in the general scheme which were ingerted following
the Syracuse mesting.

The principal purposes of these youth programs are to combat juvenile
delinquency by furnishing entertainment of a wholesome and educational mature and
to promote constructive friendliness between teen-age youngsters and law enforcement
generglly.

While the Bureau desires that you cooperate fully with Equitable man-
agers in your division in the event you are approached, you should allow the insurance
company representatives to take the initiative in so far as suggesting these meetings
nd arranging for an auditoriuwm are concerned. You will, of course, use your cwn
judgment as to whether such meetings would succeed in your division. In the abssnce of

- .
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unusual conditions, iv is felt that these gatherings can be a great success if han-
dled properly.

Although it is unnecessary to obitain prior approval before agresing to
cooperate with the Equitable managers in your Givision, the Bureau sghould be advised
by Air Mail Special Delivery letter as t0 all pertinent developments touehing upon
thig project. These letters must be dispatchsd promptly.

There should be no departure from the attached outline of procedure with-
out Bureau approval. Programs undertaken should receive your personmal atfsention and
thought. They will nod succeed without careful planning and detailed preparation.
Unless a substitution is specifically approved, you are expected to make the address
provided for in the program &s the Bureau representative. An outline of appropriate
remarks will be furnished to you upon your request, but in adviging of plans for a
meeting in your division, it will be well to offer any suggestions on specific subject
matter which might apply to your own locality. In so for as the demonstration by an
assisting Agent is concerned, personnsl for this assignment should be most carefully
selected. It is felt {that this demenstration shounld include an exhibit, an explana-
tion of the uses of the .38 caliber revolver, the magnum revolver, ‘the Thompson sub-
machine gun, the ghotgun, the rifle, and the gas gun. It also will be satisfactory
to display gas grenades. In handling weapons, the Agent conducting the demonstration
““ould follow general safety rules and all due cauticn must be taken to avoid the
:¢leage of tear gas in the auditorium or other untoward incidents.

Expe?ienee indicates that post-meeting close inspection by members of the
audience of the firearms display can be handled if the boys are permitted to come to
the stage in small groups. This should be done only if the meeting is thoroughly
under control. Otherwise the stage is likely to be "mobbed.®

The attached memorandum and the above ingtructions are inftended to prepare
you for expected econtacts. In the event gpecific problems arise along this line,
they should be referred to the Bureau promptly for handling.

Very’truly yours,

T, Mooven

John Edgar Hoover
Director

Attacﬁment

ol




November 16, 1946,

Mp. J, Bdgar Hoover, Director
Pederal Bureau of Investligatlol,
Washington, D, C.

Dear M. Hoovers

.On behalf of the sey B
I wish to express our sincere gratliu
in making possible thetFosgdeast of "THI
in commection with olr annus] convention at Atlantle €ilty,
Friday, November 8,/as well as to thank you sincersly for
your very appropriite remarkyg concoerning teachers!
salaries and the Shortaze of/ teachers in the Nation,

ation Associatlon,

of the Convenyion Hall at Aglheable Clty -- and everyone was
yethan and the high type
program made possible by the Faderal Buresu of Investigatlon
oole Life Assursnce Soclety of the Unlbved States.
Y gvorable corments that have come

e of our conventlon and we
part in it.

have you to know that Mr. Hugh
1ly good spesker as he
his remarka féllaaing the broad-

Vory sincerely yours,

Frederlick L. Hipp,
Exscutive Secretary.
FLH:B




the Atlorney General Hupoh 13, 10949
Pirestor, ¥pI
RIS ¥ YOUR FBIM RALIC PROGRAN

I thoughtt you would be intsrssied in the doteils of the radfo progran,
“this Is Your FBI," which i# broadcsst every Friday evening from 3:3C %o 8:0C P,
Eagtern Sbandord Time, over 215 statiocny of the American Prosdonsting Corpruy.

This progras is presanted ss s pubdic servica by the Iguitable Lile
Assursnos foocledy of the United Statas exd ls produced with the cooperstion of
the Federal Burenu of Investigation, Ihils progrom, which has besn on ihe air
weokly wince tha first brosdonat ou April 6, 1945, presents inoidents aimpied
Troe the official files of this Buresw. »

You will be partioularly intersstsd o know that *7hiz Ta Yowr TBI®
wag bromdordd on Novesber 8, 1948, from the Qonveniion Ball fn atlentic Oliy
before a cupredty wudience of betwesn five and six thousand teachers sthending
tha sonusl Cenventdon of the New Jerssy Fduostion Asscciabion. #r. Prederick
Yo Hipp, Executive Jecretsry of the Associsbion, in & lotber to me snid, "The
dundreds and mudreds of favorsble caueents thed have como fo as following us
- brosdanst mede us fool wory proud thet this was an outabanding Pesture of our
sonyention, sad we wizn to comend you for your piet In Lt.  Sreryone wax spazad
at the quality of produstion and the high hype progrem mads pessible By the
Pedersl Buresu of Investigstion snud the Equitable Life Assursnce Sucleby of fhe
Undted Shabown,"

fhe resotion to this program throanghsut the nation has besn mlendid,
Quite recently, for example, Honorable Hoshem 5. Winwet, Judge of i unipipal
tourt of Philsdelphis, had the following to say sbout the progrxs, ™7his Is Your
FBIY iz an exolilng sud fawcinmbing progras,  Its great value is that 1t ztresses
good law sulorceménty, snd that is one of the best techniques of % geod erimp pre~
ventlon progrem.”

Gn Februsry 15, 1047, W F. Troutmsn, Chdef of Police of Independencs,
Xsusas, sud President ol the Knnmses Yenpe Of0icers Associstion, seld wish rofersnce
te "his Is Your FBI," "I personslly feel ihis progres is bensficial and & contriw
bution to proper lsw enforcement. I slso Tael that thls progren Wrings many
problens and lazxons in the law snfordement £ield bafore the public and Zonds +o
agslat in pronoting cooperation smong the public sand lsw enfopeenont officers.”

thisf® of Poliow dartin V. OtSulliven of Lawrence, ‘Masachusobts, rocently
sat forth seven ressons in favor of "ihis I Yowr FBL.Y Of partloular interest
is the following atstement of Chiel ('Dulliven with refersnce to the program,
"1% tesches youth thet the only way for decont citizens to live 12 4o *1live within
the low’ and do nothing in any way thet sight violota the rightes and privilepes
of thair fellow nen.”

Dormenting upon this program, Chlef of Police Lester M. Murica of

”~




Hemorandus for the itborney General March 13, I9&7

Coluabus, Ghio, seid recently, I vmmot help bubk fsel thal this i one of the
finest progran® that benelit the jseriesn publis from the standpoint of how
HEtle axn ba gxined through orininal schivities.®

_ Recently some senitiment haw swison against orims programs on the siv,
the brosd srgument offered iz that they influence to w deftrinmentel degres the
thoughts mnd sobione of youngstera, I hays slways meintainod thet aoy radle
provram whick glorifiess crime and the crininal isx definitely vadlesirable. Fhey
broni down copvontions, nmeke horoes cuk of erdnminels, ridiculs goplely, dewscrasy
and the ordsrly process of the law. They heve no ploce in the legitinste uniber-
falment fiold,

1 fuel; however, that the program, “Yhiz Is Your FBI," is dlflorect.
It La produced for the svowed purpose of illustrabing the respongibility aend the
duty of law snforcement in protesting soclely, showing how citizens nsy best oo
operate with lew suforowmient, 31lusbrating the nved of erime preventive messures
and of combatiing Juvemils émlinquency, portraying lawlsssuess in ive proper |
Iipht, 11lustrabing how law enforomment gun best be effective end poinbing oub
how citizans may protect thowselves from crime,

I am cerialn thek you will agree thet any medhun such as "Ihls 1s Your
FBI® dedisated to bring %o the sitention of our psople the unheslihy crine situse
thon in our nedion and to xlort then wgsingt the dangers to soviety incident o
srime, is performing & great publis sepvice.




FBI HEAD URGES MAXIMUM AUDIENCE
FOR CRINE mmﬂ:wﬁ BROMASTS :

NE% YORK, Oat* 7~~Crime preventian progvama such as TH»fJ"

TFEE, presanta& as a pdblia servica uver the Amer‘can)a Q&daasting /

- Company eash Fri&ay at 8 :30 p.m., EST, are edueat onal in nature’éﬁd
should be broa&caat at a tim& ﬁhan thay can gathan}tha\m&kimum liste\
«‘l’ ing audience, according to Je Edgar Hoover, directur of tha Federal
Bureau of Investigation. E B
In a letter to Mark Woods, president of the AmericSﬁ:Broaﬁcaétingi
Company, Hoover said:' | i o :

B wvseavseWe Of the Federal Bureau of Iavestigation have
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know 1%, will W& w exist.” This, of course,
. - there must be pub} ic opinion
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stories Jrom the offteial files of the FRI, It teaches
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September 26, 1947

Mr. Maork Woods

Presgident

drnerican Broadeasting Companyy Ince
30 Rockefeller Plaza

Xew York 20, New York

Dear Mre Koodsy

In responge to your inguiry of September 23, 1947,
we of the Federal Bureau of Inoasti%af;ion have taken conside
erable pride in the padio program, "This Is Your FBI.”
Since its very inception two and oné-half years ago we have
regarded it as o venture in education = education designed
to aequaint the radio audience not only with the work of
the FBI, but more particularly as to how the auersge person
might cooperate with law enforcements

The emphasis has always been placed on realism and
the problema confronting 6ll law enforcement as well as the
FBI« The criminal is8 olwdys portrayed in his true light and
in this, I think, there ia a real object losson, the lesson
that decency and adherence to law and order are the only wije
Likewise, the lesson is clearly presented that the criwinal
cannot long escape the dire consequences of hig - lawlessnesse

During vacotion periods thousands of youngsters
visit the headquarters of the FBI here in Kashington each
weeke Our doors are open to them becauge we of the FBI are
convinced that once our younyg people see the futility of law

- violation they will bscome betiter citizens. By the socme

token I consider the radio progrom, "Thie Is Your FBI,” a
nearns of developing better citizens and cs such I feel that
there should be no change in the time of its broadeast
hecause it 18 presented now at an hour when & wmaxrinumr audience
i8 available.

With best wishea and kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

JJIUCG 1 UP




cCoPrPY
September 23, 1947

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director .
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. Ce

Dear Mr. Hoover:

Last week there appeared on the front pages of newspapers
all over Amerieca, a story concerning the undesirability of
so-called "erime shows™ being broadcast et early evening hours.:

Here at ABC we take pride in the fact that "This Is Your :
FBI", the official prograem of the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
is on at an early hour when youngsters can hear it. We want

the youth of America to hear this program So that through it
they can learn what is in store for them iff they stray from

the straight path. We want the youth of America to learn

that law-enforcement agents are their Sriends...that they should
cooperate with the police at every turn. That is the message
which our client, The Equitdble Life Assurance Society, you

and we desire to disseminate.

Some time ago, in an interview with the press in Cleveland,
you made Some remarks to this same effect. I wonder if you
would write me a letter which we may release to the news-
papers, to the effect that you consider "This Is Your FBI”
a vital force in combatting crime in the United States and
that, in your opinion, you think i¥ desirable that it be
broadcast at an hour when mazimum listening is availeble,

Sincerely yours,

; Mark Woods
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SAC LETTER NO. 161
1 12-9-47

i Qs sy s Rirrmmmdemy %M
(H) "THIS IS YOUR FBI" RADIO PROGRAM -~ The radio program "This Is Your

FBIL," which is heard from coast to coast every Friday evening over the g
facilities of the A&merican Broadeasting System from 8:30 to 9:00 p.m.,
E.S5.T., has steadily grown in popularity and its lastest Hooper Rating is
11.2. By comparison, the show on the same hour on the Columbia Broadeasting
System has a rating of 9.4; the show on the Mutual network haa a rating of
3.3, and the Natienal Broadcasting Company show has a rating of 9.4. It is
also interesting to note that the CBS show, "The FBI in Peace and War, "
which is broadcast without ‘the cooperation of the Bureau, has a rating of 9.
The program, "Gangbusters," has a rating of 9.4.

Although there is increasing public sentiment against crime pro-
.gramg on the air, "This Is Your FBI" is an anti-erime production produced
for the gveowed purpose of illustrating the responsibility and duty of law
_ enforcement in protecting society, showing how citizens may best cooperate
with law enforcement and illustrating the need for constant crime preventive
measures by poriraying lawlessness in its proper light, '
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March 27, 19468

Bonorable Harry S. Toy
Cennigstener o Felice
Detrett, Mickigen

Ny dear Comnisstoner:

Consideradle publietsy hes resulied from the arresi
o/ & 15-yeny-sld bey ta Detreit in cenneotion with & }30,000
extortisn plet. The news Stens etiridute ¢ Imspestor Sanjerd
B, Shoults of your Juwenile Diviaton the statenent hat e
dey asenred Aig itdes Jor the gitenpind riten from $he
progran "Mis Is Your FAI" witeh iz ks sver the fouilittes
8f the inerican Bresdessiing Company &% 8:30 p.2. % Fridey
sighis. The press suriher queses Inspeetor Shoulis as staiing
shat he would file eompluints with doik the FAI ond the
sponaer, "o Insurence cempany,” and labeled $he pregren &«

& Mlueprint fer arine.™

9 date I have net keard fron Inspester Shenlts and
in wiew }f +he obvisus Impressiens cenpeyed by Inspasior
Fhoultz I felt 31 tnewmbent te communioste with you., JIn one
xows sacesns Inspestsr Shexlta queted the l15-ys 1d dey e
stating that “it the end of the pregran it namﬁ niadulen
Ae made., T $houghs I cenld de it withent uﬂ:zm shekes.”
Z Aave had o careful review af all acripts bredttel the

pragran fer the past ssversl menths and there ne»
pregrem an "Ihis Is Yeur F3I" which even cleseXy & § us $od
the news secexnte atiributed v Inspecior Sheudis an

eonfidens that it cennet truthfully de said thpd Qt POJrER
Ass tnspired enyene it commit erime. < - 2
T3 -

In faes, the leat dreadcass en the "Mis Is Yeur Fral”
series when exiertion was even nentioned sccurred on Jansary 9,
1948, and the pregran censladed with the fellewing werds,
®.oyour sirsd line of dasfense againgt the erininal army in
Ansrieos today s In your XNone Aewn...and ihe siresger yex make
your lecal pelics, #he dester your pretestien will be. That is
the job *gns osn ds $7 yeu wend te help in fighting Americs’s

rising tide of lewlessnsas.™ I quote theae werds Decause they
o rosse___ SR P the ebJeetives of the spenser, The Fquitable Life
§% L7 RO} . Imited States, Jerry lDevine, the
! and the F3l. IMis pregrom weas desipned
Reee
i
5k |
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Monersble Mrry 3. oy Marck 27, 1948

sr the ose of illustrating the respenstidiliiy and dudy
{3' lew cif%mui in pretecting seelety, peinting out how
etsizens ean best cesperaie with law snforvcenent, and emphasizing
the need of crine prevention necsuress In combsiing Jjuwenile

-delingueneys TRe pregren Srem week to week perireays lanicasness

in $ts true 1light and peints eut hew low sn/ercemert san de

mere effeciive througk preper ceepersatisn fron siitaens,

To ladel the pregran ss s blueprint of crine® even
theugh ke bey might have said ke get the tdes frem ike pregyran
would appear 30 me to be mest unwarranted wiitheut furthar
tnvestigation, 48 you know enly idee well frem pour leng

" esperiense in public service, tRe smnarter the effender the

guicker Re i3 teo attempd te excuse or Justify his wrengdeing
witk an alidt. 7he mere sdvaneing o an alids dess ned »

f$aels meke thet alids true. In fast, "Mis Is Yeur FBI" Aas
Aow been on the sir for thAree ysars and Inspecier Shexlis is

the first respengidle law snfercement ¢f/icial te cendenn the
pregran tes my knemledge.

I am sure that you would be disiurded a8 I on sheuld
sene responsidle law enjercement officer publicly lebel the
radfe pregren apensered dy e Detreis Pelice Department s»
Y& dlusprint of srime” witheut mere press thod the sisiement ,
g a 15-year-eld bey srrested for an exteriten pled, perticularly

you had never bresdosst s radie pregrom that was even remetely
sintlar to the case tn quention,

X clse have netad in news items iAot Inspeeier Menlits
hss satd thet the same program kad been dluned by ¢ 24-;:.»01‘
doy arreated when Ne sttempiod u heldup. Obwieusly if "Iats Is
Tour FRI® ta causing orime rather than Aelping the caxse of law
enfarcement, shen I feel we sheuld knew of 1% and I wender if
there 15 any eorreborating svidense avutledle oiher than state~-
ments of persens errested teo sustsin the charge that "This Is
Your F2I" ta "s bluspriant fer orime.” In the zbsence oy
evidence I reel that Inspecter Sheults has very unfairly
1tdeled thias pregram and sheuld teke seme steps te cerrect the
srrenesis Impression he has ersvted. .

I say this particularly because T

the widespres
endersenent wAtoh "M™is Is Yeur FAI™ Aas had Brned

Jrom clitaens in




Nonorable Harry 3. Yoy Maroh 2¥, 1048

every walk of life. LHad there basn any gquestton sbout the
progren I an sure ihe Few Jersey Kduontional Asseciaiion wonld
net Aave singled ext "This Is Yeur FEI" as ke one pre

on the air which was neking ihe beas edussiional oenividuiion
e erine prevention. IMis Asasscistion apeciftenlly regquesied
thas the pregrem be bresdecst froem Convention Xall, Atlaniie
City, Novemder 8, 1948, befere an suilense of mere shan 5,000
echsel teachers stisnding the snnual cenvention of the
Assesiation. Mr. Frederiek L. Fipp, Execuiive Jeereiary

sf the Assestaiion, in « eommuniestion satd:

"me hundreds and Aundreds sf faversdle cemmsnts wiish have
some 39 ua Sellewing ihe bresdoast nsde us feel very proud
$hat this wes the ontsdanding sesture of sir sunveniien

end we wish ts commend you Sor yeur part In it. ZNveryene
was enaxed «t the quality a{ predustisn and she Aigh

type pregron mede pesaidle by the Federsl Buress of
Invessigotion end The Equitadle Lije Assurance Jeetety of
the United Sistes.”

« Anong sther endersemenis of the progrem sre the
Joellewtng

Nayer Bernard Samusl of Philadelphis, In & esxmxnicstion
‘staded:

"Mmis pregren §s nat enly ene of real fnteress but of
value in the fight sgainat erime and Juwenile delinguency.
Any effort in this cenpsign deasrves eredis and praise
. and this pregrom has played & valusdle part in the war
sgatnst ortne.”

. Nr. Suy E. Parsens, Assiztant Supsvintendsnt of the
Miladelphia Police Deparinens, in a comnuniestion Aas adeteds

"is & peliee of/tcer I am wery mush Sntarsated in
pregren that sids Juwenile delinguency. I sm Noppy te
ssy 'This Is Yeur FBI' in my estingiton 1s & defintte
Relp e juvenile develspment,” “

Mre ¥, F. Tretuan, Chiesf of Peliee, Indspendence,
Xansss, iIn & communicstion siated:

*I persenally feel this pregram kss bdeen denaficisl end




KNonerable Xarry S. Dy » Narch 27, 1048

& centributisn te preper low enfercements I Aave daen
$eld by residents eof Independence shat this pregran is
interesting end enlightening to the publie and tends t»
asalst In premeting cesperation aneng the pudlie and
law enfercement sfficers.”
 Mr. Nartin ¥, 0. Sulltvan, Chisf ef Pelice of Lswrense,
‘Masacchusetts, I o cemmunioation steted regerding the pregram:

"I's has a publis service value deesuse i3 comprises trus
steries from #he offtotal siles of the FBI. It tesshes
youth that the snly way 'for decent eltizans ts live is

te 'ltve within the law’ and de neihing In eny wey thes

. might vielate rights and privileges of their fellew men.”

Mr. Leater ¥. Nerics, Chief of Pelise, Columbus, Ohte,
stated tn 8 cemmunications ‘

"I cannet help but feel that this is ene of ihe finass
preograns that benestt the Americen pudlic frem iks stand~
peint of hew little can be gatned BAreugh oriminsl
acttvitien.”

The Csty Council of Des Meines, Iowa, I8 & reselution
on Fedbruary 7, 1947, stated s fellews:

"¥e the City Counctl of the City eof Des Keines de kcni{
conmend and snderse the radis pregram 'This lIs Yeur Fal
whick ta she enly radie netwerk pregran dased on the
os/total recerds of the riI and preduced with its
ceeperstion and appreval . ”

As pou predudly inew, there $s enether pregren
purperting te relate to the werk of the FM whioh is bresdesss
on enether natwerk en Thursdsy aitghta. ke FBAI has ne connsetion
with this pregrem.

Mr. Barry O'Conner, my Special Agent In Charge, st
the personal invisation of Mr. G. A. Rtehards, Aes partisipated
in a series of 1S5-minute inserviews ox WJR in Deidreit; Aeswever,
these pregrams are not dramsiisatiens end are mere like &
newspaper festure atery breadcast en the air. Mis pregran frem




Nencrable MBerry 3. Toy March 37, 1948

all reports kaz been very well received in Detrsis, and while
sne interview o8 Janusry 17, 1948, did invelve an siienpied
extertion of & funeral direcier in Deireit & fem yeare ogo n

s case ihat was widely publieized in your leesl press, & review
o/ ihe bresdcsst reveals thas 4 likewise could net be ladeled
as "s blusprint yer orime.”

I weuld apprecieis wery much, therefers, your Innx
inte $hs metier of Inspector Sheulta' charges because I feel that
they Asve receiwed such wide pudliesdy SAat they ceannss go
snanswered as Shey must be either axdstanituted or wiihdrswn

in all fairness i the apsnasr, ithe netwerk exd ke FRI. In

this connsetion I wenld like s sbserve that The Zguitadle Life
Assursnee Sesiety ia rendering o disitned publis servics is all
low enfercement in spensering “Mis Is Yeur T snd I sharefore

Jeel wery beenly thet Inspeeter Seults’ sharges should de

vare/uily investigated.

¥

T L auons Sﬁﬁﬂm

A & matier of pessidle interess, I sn enclesing
& sertpd from eng sf the recent brecdessie tegeiker with & w0y
o7 & studenent whish I recenily made perinining ts radis hresd-
a;ﬁ; and crime whieh I RAaight you nighs be intarssted tn
re88INg . '

Singerely yours,

:a.m 300‘!’“‘

Enel V
JP statenent 2-2«48 -
Seript for 12m5=-47
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CITY OF DETRAIT Y
DEPARTHENT OF FOLICE

HARBY 8. T0Y -
Commigsioner

Koy 28, 1948

Mre. J. BEdgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hoover:

Following receipt of your letter of March 27,
I caused o complete and thorough investigation
t0 be had to determine whether the two teen
age boys mentioned in your letter who were
arrested by the Detroit Police Department
attributed their delinquencies to the radio
progran known as "This Is Your F.B.I.M,

The investigation showed that these two juven-
ile delinguents ot no time attributed their
actions specifically to the radio progrom knoun
s "This Is Your F.B.I.”.

At the time of their arrest, stenographic state-
ments were btaken from them. They have been
interviewed again during this investigaiion.
The radic program known as "This Is Your F.B.I.M
was not involved.

Very truly yours,

/s/ Harry &. Toy

Commisgioner

HST/p
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SAC LETTER KO. 786
Series 1949
Dated August 2, 1949

(B) ™PHIS IS YOUR FBI" -~ In comnection With the radio program "This Is Your FBEL,"
the thought occurs that you might be interested in the growing popularity of this
progran.

According*to a recent survey of the Nielsen rating system, which is
regarded in advertising and radio circles as the most accurate measure of the
popularity of a radio program, "This Is Your FBI" was afforded a rating of 20.8 over
a period of time, which ranked this program sixth in popularity of all radio
programs. The following programs received higher ratings:

Iux Redio Theater
Fibber McGee and Molly
Walter Winchell

Jack Benuny

My Friend Irma

T s An——— E—— L

) - = - (, > - " N ’ - ‘ N " - " h
As you know, "Fhis Is Your FBI" has been on the air now for approximately

four and one~half years, and the Hooper rating system reflects a 150 per cent in-
crease in the rating of popularity of the program.

It is estimated by experts that some 18,000,000 people listen to "This
Is Your FBI" weekly, represembing 7,825,000 families. 5k per cent of the listeners
are in large metropolitan areas, 27 per cent in moderate size communities, and 20
per cent in rural areas., At the present time the cost of maintaining this progranm,
which is borne by the Equitable Life Assurance Society, amounts to $1,138,771..90°
per year. The latest Hooper rating carries "This Is Your FBI" among the top 15°
programs. : .

. As you know, the Bureau does not sanction or endorse in any way the
progrem "The FBI In Peace And War," sponsored by Procter and Camble, which is:

wqaxd, over the Columbia Network. e .

7
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Hie HICHOLS November 8, 1949
My & JONES

. "IHIS IS TOUR FBRI™
BURSAD'S RADID PROGRAM

Recendly at the requewnt of the Board of Hiregtors of
the Equiiable Life Asaurunce Svoiety of the United States, the
JSirm of Joy Lee and T Je Ross prepored o pubiic relations
gppraisal o) the radio program "IMhis Is Your FBI” and submitted
¥t to the Board of Directors of Zouitables« The repurt ia
rather comprehensive and cosd the insurcnce fira $25,000.

The report ia meost foverabdls to the Burecuy and to +the radio
program ond 38 summarived briefly as follows:

The pudlic relations firmm was asked to consider whether the
particular progrum was worthuhile for Equitoble and whether it
generally enhances the pogition of JBouttable with he publivce In
other words, the question wae whether the money mpent for the proiram
was well apente * .;

The public relativns firm sought the opinions of law enforce=-
3t officera, policyholders and agents of Fquitable, educctors and
womene In addition, they exomined the scripta and commercicls for
the preceding hwo years, sought the opinions of listensrs in the
publie relcticns firm's oun staff and olse secured the opiniom
of the iegal profession and the press. The Nielsen and Hooper' radings
were analysed likewisee § s

L

The pudlic relations firm indicated thot law enforcement’s
comment waa almost wholly in favor of the programe Ftth regard to
the polioyholders, disiriet managers and agents of the vompany, the
commendation outweighed ihe criticism both ia amount and inmporiance,
nost of the eriticism being based on puraly technical grounds. It
was pointed out thot oritteism hud fallen off in the last two yeors
gnd that even in the first fwo years of the program there ware only
g Sew excnples of serious complaint by apparently aincere and welle~
intentioned persung.

|
i In education, the opinien was stoted %o be gemerally all
| Javarable, It i@ gignipficent to note thot the pudlic relations fimm
| stated that in Tts search there wers found many eramples of oriticiom
} by porentd, psychiatristas and siwmilar peo;le of so-called *orime
prograens, * but that no critical refsrences to *rhis Ia Your F3I1" vere
uncovereds Considerable sireaxs was made by the advertiasing fire of
the Bureau's stipulattons that the program should never glorify crime,
etos It was further pointed out that, notwithstanding attacks on
ther governmeniol agencies in recent ysors,’the FBI has maintained
« siagular position of unimpaired integrity.”




Maeme to Mre Nichols from Nr. Jones Novenbdey 8, 1949
Res P"IRI3 IS Youmr Far*
BURZAU'S BADIU FROGRAR

Fith regard o the piews of women aand others on the impaot
of the program on ohildren, the publie relutions firm asinted ouy
share had been o lesaening of oritiolm of ymgﬁm» in this category
and shat while o few letders of oviticiam of “Ihis Ia Your 357 cone
to Light, letters of commendotion sxoeed ihe oritical. donsiderable
signifieuncn was glvan to the oot that 47.5% of the listeners to
the program comprises wonsn ond thas oy progrom vhich aeemed v
threstan the fubture welfare of the ohildren would greate wideaprecd
aritiolonm instundlys It wow poinded owd dhat th18 hod nod coxe from
any source with regord 4o *Mis Xs Your FrdIr.*

e cdoersising Sirm concluded that the sditeriocl oomments
an the progrom, after the cowmerciols, were well hondled ond 4% wos
Jurther stated that the adverdizing Fim's oun stcsS was on the whole
Javbrodle to the programs

: The repord of the publte relaotivns firm suxmorizcs ok some
length the atitiude of the Aimericon Bor Asssciadion toward the progrom
and porticulorly the varions compents of Arthur Je FPreunds

Zhe commend %8s mode that the prass hoz been yary favorchbls
and thos the Hooper and Hidlsen yotings of the progrom likecise are
pery sattafantorys It is indicated thad there hus besn 4 sbeady rise
in gab:iw intareat in the program and that figures indicated general
pudlic cooeptance and approvole .

™e public relaotions firm's conclusions are oz Sollows:

le Thare is nothing in the progrgm or in the public's
attitude toward £t to give the Fouiltable monagemend ony concern as 40
whethey or not 35 t8 In keeping with the public estesm and public
servics whioh Dquiduble wishes %0 hove ond maintaine In other wor ds,
the company 3& not out of charastars.

_ By his type of dramatio prograx $3 highly regarded by the
pubdlie and wecauraed by profesaional yardaticks upplidd to all important
network prograns, the FBI program ranks very ?siggw It ghould not be
classed with the regular Yorime progrom.* )




Nemo B¢ Mre Nichols frawm Mr. Jonen Nopewbay 3, 1548
Rer *T0IS X3 YoUR F3I*
BURSA'S RADIO FROGRAN

He The avidence ia convinging that {3 ia g good pregrom JSrom
a publio reuitions viewpoint and has high popularity ameng rodiv
1isteners und also thay it t8 o good soles promedion medium ond
{4 is divestly helping to orcote o substaniiol volume of new Lupinesss

BECOMMENDATION: Xt i recommended that the sitached node g
Jorth to Jom hope of Bquitudles '

Attachmant
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#r. Folson March 7, 1950
Le Be Hichols
Bypis Is Your FBIY

The Equiteble Life Assurance Joctety hus wppropricted
a million and a half dollars o mainbain "This Is Your FEI" for
another year beginning &pril l; however, the contructural agree-
ments from the very inception of the program have been on a sizx
months basis. Tihere, of course, will be no guestion that The
program will be on now for another year. In this cunnecition, we
will complete our five yeursg on the air in April and will begin
the sixth yeuar.

At the time we sturted the program I would hauve been
happy te have it jor thirteen weeks.

wLbid: ke "ircellent. Nick and his stujf huve done an
outstunding job. H"




COPY -~ mab

HR. TOLSON February 16, 1951
L. B. NICHOLS

Sam Shope of the Equitable Life Insurance Society
celled me yesterday. Parkinson was very pleased with the
fact that a copy of the Director’s letter to Judge Leibowitz
of the Crime Commission wes made auvailable to him. Shope
mentioned this in passing.

The purpose ojf hig call was to advise me that the Board
of Directors at Equitable had met yesterday, that the matter
of the radio program had been presented to the Board and the
Board unanimously adopted Parkinson's recommendation that the
radio program MThis Is Your FRLN be adopted as a permanent
part of the Equitable program. It was a unanimous vote and
even Judge Knozx, after the presentation which Parkinson and
Shope made, did not make any remarks ageinst the program and
on the other hand, voted for the program,

Shope stated that the progrem was now & permanent feature
and in the discussion before the vote, there was considerable
discussion on television and the Board indicated that when the
moment was right and when the Bureau was ready, they would go
into televistion,

I still feel that now is not the time to launch o
television program.

LEBNmbD

e s e




393 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY

Februsxy 16, 1951

Dear Lou:

The accompanying photostat is a copy of my memorandum to
each member of our Executive Committee prior to their decision on
last Wednesday to renew the radio contract - not only for a year,
but for many years to come,

The qualifying factor enmciated by the Executive Commite-
tee and confirmed by .the entire Board yesterday,insofar as the
perpetuation of the program is concerned, depends on our abiliby
{Nichols and Shope) to make the show more representative of the
FBI's activities and the esteem in which the orgaenizabtion is held
by the American people.

Note particularly the paragraph encircled in red on page
j - the reason for our telephone conversation yesterday. This
should not be a tough job for two stout fellows!

With all good wishes and best regards -

Sincerely,

S M

Mr. lLouis Nichols

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Department of Justice
Washington 25, D. Ce




THE EQUITABLE LIFE ASSURANGE saclta P (Z To' N'Lf;j NACM'M
%  Mr, Thomas I. Parkin ’YHS n’gnghm 8, wm

TREPLYING YO YOURE OF

sussect Repewal of THIS IS YOUR FBY Radio Contract

The options, covering the American Brosdcasting Companyts facilities
. and the program talent for THIS IS YOUR FBI, are subject to renewal not later
thm February 21, 1951,

My recommendation that these options be renewed and the radio program
be continued is based on the following oonsidsrations: -

1. Doss our radio program render a public service?

The poxitive answer to this question is not only documentsd by the favorable
comments from ageats, policyownsrs, and the listening-public, but it is well

summed up by a statessnt made by J. Edgar Hoover in a recent lstter addressed
to yous

*Not & day passes by that our FBY Agents throughout
the country are sxperiencing the force of the prograx
as a wedia of education on the part of citizens on how
they omn better cooperate with their law enforcement
agencies, Likewiee, the program has been a positive
force from its very inception focusing the spotlight
upon those factors which contribute to the development
of law and order and a greater respect for constituted
authority. 7The program as a media of public sducation
will becoms more important ss the currant smargency
develops because it does provide a means of conveying a

meszage to & large ssgment of our population on a weekly
basis.*

Forther evidence that we are rendering a public service is exewplified by the
occurrence that resulted from our brosdcast of January 19 which concluded with
a statement urging all persons of draft age to comply with the terms of the
Selactive Training md Service Act of 1948. This statement was picked up and
given considerable publicity with the consequént result that seversl hundred
draftess, who were derelict and had failed to cowply, were put on notice and
given an opportunity to remove their delinquency with their local draft boaxds.
In other words, our radlo program of Janusry 19 not only saved several hundred
young mest from the stigms of "draft dodger” and consequent prosecution, but it
was instrumental in showing the way to better citizenship.

Every sdvertising campaign has a twofold functions .To win new customsrs and
to keep 0ld customers sold .. in brief, to build confidence. And that,
apparently, is what our radio program is doing -- according to what our
RmanRgers say: “eee Whorever owr agents go, they're identified with the ¥BIn,

e
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3.

How many psople listen to THIS IS YOUR FBI?

Every Friday night 15 million people on an average are sufficiently
interested in our radio program to dial their sets to THIS IS YOUR FBI.
This represents an average of 35 per cent of the entire national radic
avdience at that time,

Each week 15 millicn people hear the name “Equitable Society® favorably
mentioned at least 20 times,

Each week 15 million pecple learn of s special form of Equitable protece
tion, applicabls in many instances, to their immsdiate need or life
situstion.

Each wesk 15 million people are urged to regard their local Equitab
representative as & friend, ready o serve them, ’

During the past 5 years, the audiencu-ratings of THIS IS YOUR FBI have
increased by 150 per cent. Similarly, our share-of-gudience has ine
creased by 141 per cent,

Who are these people?
Wislson statistics show that in mn average L-week period THIS IS YOUR FBI
reaches 11,112,000 unduplicated (or different) radio-homes, penetrating
various segments of the population as indicated.
BY LOCATION . BY EDUCATION
METROPOUITAN o SMALL
OVER “mfm
(500000) UNDER
(5000)
R X
LARGE CITIES {5000-500,000) COLLEGE
BY INCOME BY AGE AND SEX
CHILDREN
MEN «
'ul'»'OJ"l'sE!‘J"t

(Based on Nielsen Radio Index Mor-April 1950)
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he What is the cost of reaching these peopls?

For the moment let us discount the programts institutional walue:

Re

be

Basad on the msasure«of«listenership and share-~of-sudiencs,
it has besn shown that THIS IS YOUR FBI currently reaches
1/3 of all American homes in a L-week period ... snd it
reaches policyowmsr-homes in the same proportion.

A miniwom estimate of the cost of reaching 1/3 of all
Equitable ordinary policyowners with only one first-class
letter is $172,500, That is approximately Ths cost of

TRIS IS YOUR FBI, not only for ﬁ waeks but for 8§ wesks

- to reach not just 1/3 of Equitable ordinary policyouners
bub, in addition, 1/3 of all redio homes in the United States,

5« Is our commmication with the public msasurable in salss results?

The following figures represent the total volume of new ordinary business
reported by our agents who participated in the five ten-wesk promotiochal
poriods during the ysars indicated:

Per cont of Radic | Additionol Volume of
Production foTotal |  Rodio-Promotion
Ordnory Yolume | Raported os Pending |

OI% | $46)59836

1027 | $5352937%

137 |$44.235780

.72 |$47366802

That omr mansgerisl md sgency force have coms to realizs the poten-

tial of the radio program is revealsd by the replies of the mmnagers to your
lsttear of October 23, regarding their appriasal of THIS IS YOUR FEIL. Summed up

brdiellys
1.

106 of our managers, who had contacted the mansgers of their
local radio stations, told us that in their respective communi-
ties, THIS IS YOUR FBI enjoys the highest listenership rating
and the largest share of audience of any program on any nstwork
on Fridxy nighte.

3
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2. Tn addition, moreover, 90 per cent of our managers indicated
that THIS IS YOUR FBI has proved asn excelleni door-opener and
prestige-builder ... and requested that the program be continued.

- 3. 75 per cent of our managers further stated that they intend to
give more personal attention to the conduct of future radio
promotions and will place more emphasis on agent-participation.

»* * #* K

The continued growth of The Equitable Society depends on broad
public scceptance and patronage. Rising wage scales and rising taxes make it
certain that fubure prospects must come in greater and greater degree from the
broad middle-income group = and in lesser degree from the uppsr-income levels,

Based on current listenership patterns and the increase in sharew
of-audience during the past five years, it is evident beyond any question or
doubt that we aré communicating in a far-reaching measure with the population
of America.

™e acceptance of any public institution rests on peopls; not on
Just mall groups of people, but on the broad mass of the population. Similarly,
the acceptance of any advertising medium should be based not on vhether you or
I, or our family or friends, like or dislike the particular medium, but on the
universal acceptance of that medium by the total overall audience it reaches.

« " . SAT—"
' Of course, that does not mean or presuppose that our radlo \\
progrsm is perfect in any sense of the word. ] 1amt; tude and .

latitude for si vements; and, &3 you kmow, zction already ha®
been taken in %mt directione e e Y __,_.,,«//

For these reasons, supplemented by the facts and figures presented
in this memorandum, I heartily recomsend the continuation of our radio program,
THIS IS YOUR FBI, and the appropriation of one million, two hundred thousand

(81,200,000} dollars for that purpose.
Leslie R. Shopo. ‘ -

IRS:eg - Advertising Mansger






