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   U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
                                           500 C Street, S.W. Mail Stop 3172

 Washington, DC  20472-3172 
 
 

 
 
 

September 21, 2017 
      

SENT VIA E-MAIL TO: john@greenewald.com 
 
John Greenewald 
The Black Vault 
27305 W. Live Oak Rd. 
Castaic, CA 91384 
 
Re:  FEMA FOIA Case Number 2017-FEFO-01245 
 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
 
This is the final response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), dated February 24, 2016. You are seeking a copy of all records 
pertaining to Operation Alert that were not given to you in FOIA Case 1342753-000. 
 
The FBI referred your request and 10 pages of records to this office for processing under the 
FOIA. This request was received by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) on February 10, 2017.  We are granting your request 
under the FOIA, Title 5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended, and DHS’ implementing regulations, 6 
C.F.R. Chapter I and Part 5. After carefully reviewing the responsive documents, I determined 
that they are appropriate for public release. They are enclosed in their entirety; no deletions or 
exemptions have been claimed. 
 
You have the right to appeal if you disagree with FEMA’s response.  The procedure for 
administrative appeals is outlined in the DHS regulations at 6 C.F.R. § 5.8.  In the event you 
wish to submit an appeal, we encourage you to both state the reason(s) you believe FEMA’s 
initial determination on your FOIA request was erroneous in your correspondence, and include a 
copy of this letter with your appeal.  Should you wish to do so, you must send your appeal within 
90 days from the date of this letter to fema-foia@fema.dhs.gov, or alternatively, via mail at the 
following address:   
 

FEMA 
Office of the Chief Administrative Officer 

Information Management Division (FOIA Appeals) 
500 C Street, SW, Seventh Floor, Mail Stop 3172 

Washington, D.C. 20472-3172 
    
As part of the 2007 amendments, the Office of Government Information Services (OGIS) was 
created to offer mediation services to resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and Federal 
agencies.  You may contact OGIS in any of the following ways: 

mailto:fema-foia@fema.dhs.gov


 
 

 

 
Office of Government Information Services 

National Archives and Records Administration 
8601 Adelphi Road- OGIS 

College Park, MD 20740-6001 
E-mail: ogis@nara.gov  

Web: https://ogis.archives.gov  
Telephone: 202-741-5770/Toll-free: 1-877-684-6448 

Facsimile: 202-741-5769 
 
Provisions of the FOIA allow us to recover part of the cost of complying with your request.  In 
this instance, because the cost is below the $25 minimum, there is no charge. 
 
If you have any questions or would like to discuss this matter, you may contact FEMA at (202) 
646-3323, or you may contact FEMA’s Public Liaison in the same manner. Please reference the 
subsequent case identifier:  FEMA 2017-FEFO-01245. 
 
 
   Sincerely, 
 
 
 
   Eric Neuschaefer 
   Chief Disclosure Branch 
   Information Management Division 
   Mission Support 
 
Enclosure(s):  One document, 10 pages 
 

mailto:ogis@nara.gov
https://ogis.archives.gov/
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{) P~blic Information Guide for ~tf-/ft!tJtf 
OPERATION ALERT 1957 NoTRECoRD-E:D-

for State & local Use 3 JUL 1o 1957 
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Without prm-c<~ \'vaCion of' ropl'Oucm_taUVo ·govornm<mt, no civili.Y.ucl nnt.ion 
contd tau·vivl~ a mcwHivo nltclo;\r a.t_taci<. lt in for thiu n;:AfJO_n that t;_ivi_l 
d.cf<~ntoo pl<u)\\il.\!t _is o.tupha_si:t.inH tho .col)t}nuit.y o£ gov<:rtlrYHml' ar ;_tl,l.l,c·vclH, 
l'h_is co1iccpt. .o£ survival pJnn_ning c·aus for: _the .i•tclu_H_ion of c_ivil dc{c_nac_ 
l,ropm·c<hwsa _b.l all layers of l•·ottc~•al, Sta~c, ci_ty, .county a.t:td town 
govo t·n·rn,ct)_ts. 

Ac)licving <l\l emergc_ncy govcrnmc·l)_t capability _to __ insure _the ·na_tioo•s 
starviva:t'wou.ld a.d_d .tlJ.p 4im_ensi.on of_-dopth to th~ br·c_adth o£ pUblic awa_re .. 
nc_ss towaxd_ which c_ivi.l _dc!c_nsc ·has be-en striving. ~this capability- is _of. 
.Prima_ry h:npo·rtal)cc _in. or_ga.l).izing _tnc tota_l non-ld)il_itary roSo·urce·a of., 
tb.c n:atioh _to me~t a tota) o~:n_c_rgc_ncy. 

Opcrath:m ltl_ort 1957 oJfors a nat,i~_nwidc opportimi_ty _to bring _c:t_ncrg·c:ncy 
_gQ·Vet:nll)._CI)_t lraining _into ·a_ct_iol), to s·pecd :t.hc _iden_ti_f_icatio_n f>J the ma_in · 
·pr_Obleou so _tha_t solu_tipns can ·be ·pl_anncd. th~ 7, ·soo, 000 pe_rso:ns 
empl_oycd i'n l':cder'al, Sta.te ·and.JoC·at gove1:nme_n_t po_nsti_tu_te. fh~ fro_nt­
_lin_C oi c_ivilian _forco_s, Th~_ir _r_n_i.ss_ioil.-will be __ to deve)pp ·pl_an·s to _main-­
~ain: and rc_storo g·ovc·rn·ment if _ _c_nc·m-y-·a_t~a.ck were to _dc_sh·6y _maJJ.Y of 
_OU_r·ta_rgCt ~i~ios. 

' 
Go·ve):nors .of. ma_oy· Stares·~alroady·_havo- rcloca_t_io:n _ce·nters establ_i_s.hpd._ 
.in·.th_c·coun.try·a_ide ~.{l(f_haVc cvacua_tcd tho.ir sta_f!s to carry on cnwrgeJ)cy 
·_gO"vcrJlme_nt .in previoifs:Ope_t-'a~ions .t.\lcrt, :Mayo·rs 'of._many ci_t_i~s hav·e­
_re_adied:)>l.ans:Jor··city govc~~)-l.lle:nts ~o .rc_locatc, .F.cd.cr·al govcrn:m~.n.t· 
·rcloca~.ion ~e:nt.crs- wili·_bo acliVatc.d as· _in ·p·revioua. :dvil Qc!c_n_sc training 
c~e_rc_iscs,. ~o .improvc'·e_me:rgc_n_cy governi:n_ent· proccdu·rcs. 

Sta_tc :and T-arget City~.d.ircctors ~h.crcfore_ .a.rc Urged _to·dcvote ·pa_rticltl_ar 
a_t_t_c_l).tiol) .to tltc. porsonal_ pa_rt_ic_i\>at_iQn o_! th.c_it: Chi_cCE~¢cutive~ -whc_rc 
.c:me r~:rcncy govcrJ)me~.t ·c:x.crcitJes _are plann-ed. 

CONTE.NTS. 

* Op·er_a,t_ipn Ale.rt 1957 J,t.. _Emorg:·c_ncy Qovc.rnn).~H)t P_l_aJJ,n_ing,.,,, , , p, 2 
t.c Now .~cyn_otc for Civi_l Dcfc_J)sc Tra_iu.ing:., •• , •• , ••• ,. ~.,.,.,, ,:p. 3 
* _ijow 11_lncr·cu.sed ltcadin~ss 11 Coul_d Iovo_lv·c Your Loc_a_lity,.,.,,, ;p, 4 
''·Local Publl · R d' A ti 't' · ' .- . . c. en lt:\OBS _ c Vl. l;_cs., ••• ,-, •.• .-.,,.,,.,,,,,. •,.,, p •. (>-. 
* _T?c 11SU_r_prisc .Attacl$11 _of July .12_, 1957 .• _ •• , , , , .•,,,,,.,,,,, • , , , ;p. 7 
* ~iro Service Covcrn_g:c ·Plan,,,.,,,, •• ,,.,,,.,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,),, 8 
'' Tninlng ·for E · B d. · t' · . • . . • mor_goncy ro_a ca_s _\ng:.,,,, •• •·•,,.,,,,,.,,,,,. p. 9 
(NOTE: Soo "-Public Information Gi1idc (or Opc_rat!on Alert 1956" {or 
sugJfostio.n_H _!or _locnl.n.cwa, fcatul'c a.nd picture c·ovcrago poss_ibililioa,) 

Covor: OrigitJ<i.l d.ri\wiog by HfJrc I~'i.c.l:d_m_l of _tho Dallas News, . . 

,. . ' 

• 



' I .. < ., 

II • •• 
A NEW KEYNOTE FOR CIVIL DEFENSE TRAINING 

' 

New to civil defO-n_se_ train_ing is tho exercise ·problem. of_ a. period o£ 
HJncroasod Readiness." which precedes· Oporati_on_ Aler_t, 1957' It occu· .. 

·pies t_he: !ou~-da:y _interval, coinme:n_cing Monday, Juiy 8, a11:d- also 
coincM.es wlt.h the. period. set aside ·primarll}" !or State and local·public 
participation, 

Together these will provide a variety o( activities !or civil. defense organ• 
!zatlons at. alllevcis;: For public. Information. o!!Jcers, the. home town 
particil_}ation phase has. alway~ bee;n_ the mof!t.·rewarding assig_nme~~- o! 
the annUal training e)c_ercise, because local media always give it ·a~tm_­
dant space and ali time, Yet·tho advance mater!al·and photogra!'h. 
planning require many· hours o!. work' and !reque.nt.,controt 'wl.th media 
edl_tors, Eac_h year more a:nd more enterp,rie.e has been put into th_ese 
local public. partlc.ipatlons. This has paid o!! in· increased !'ublic aware• 
ness and greater com"Di:Wlity.acceptanc.e o£ civil d.e!Emse.· 

This yea~ it. Is hoped that. this ~nterp·rlse w!il bo carried stili further 
J>hcad and wl.th sp~c!al emphasis, on ·rad(ologlcal. defense:measures, 
bocaus·e the faliout peril Is uppermost In the. anxious thoughts o! most 
people, -

To insure equal preparations. !o.r t_he ll!i}cre~sed Readitless" ·peri~d. £rom 
July 8 through July li and the. local public event's. phase, It Is recommcnd.ed 
that CiV!i Defense Directors combine the two.operations, In this way they 
can give the readiness mobilization keynote to'aillocai public partlclpa· 
t_ions, Th~.s local_ events can be. pl_a:r)n.ed to·car·ry- oUt_ th~ loc_af readiness 
actions which would logically precede a· tactlc.al warn.ing such as the 
mas slve slmulatecf attack of July 12. would. bring: to the United States, 

If co_mbined,- the. 11!n_creased R~adineasu and loc~l demon_strations: will. 
carry a single message to t.he. public, This would give you an attentlol:l· 
arousing the·me !or iocai training activities ancf ouicfoor ·cfemonstratlo.l)s •. 

SURV!VAL PROJEC.TS PUBLIC IN.FORMATION ACT~ON. 

Where s·urvival Projects· arc being developed !Or St_ate or target_ areas, 
the public in!ormaHort officer would gain val\ia~le training experience· 
If Invited to take partln Mme phases.o£, Opi;rai'lon. Alert 1957 1 particularly 
If he Is. responsible. for putting tog0thor t.he staff, mec.hanics,' and resources 
nead~d fo~ the OJ:nc.rgcncy infoi-mati.on:·an:ne_x-. Cl_ose attcnti_ori.. could be 
given_ t_o_ areas suc_h as coordln~tion With. ot-her Her-vices, om_orgency 
broadcaat_ing, Uae. of_ informat_lon devices. other tl;lan l)J._edl_a channels, 
and cooperation With mcdi_a. 
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-----J!(lW "INGI!I•:AIHm.JU<;t\D!NI·:SS" MIGHT IN.VOl.V£ 'lOUR LOCA,I,J1''{· 

' 
To ~m_ti.cipatc tho locnl'pnhlic actions of a period o£ Incrca_scd Roa<llnotta, _it 
is _noccss·;u:y to visnalh~o a.th(lorotical criRill abroad, -F_rom _this w·c c·an du­
ducc the prObilblo asa·umplions nnd project• the posaihlc _Sta~_c ~md' local ·actions. 

WORI.D TENSION 
INVOI(ES S'l'EP- UP 
OF P.LAN·s FOR 
CON.TINUIT.Y OF 
FEDERAL, STATE 
.& LOCAL 
OOVERN:MENTS· 

LOCAL ACTICN 

SELECTIVE 
EVACUATION 
TEST 

E,l, ACTIO!'-! .TO 
PREVE.NT .PANIC 

.l~EG!STRATION AND 
RECEPTiON OF .. 
EVACUEES 

_1, Hypothetically, world tensions have _incrcasod over 
a period of wco_kn, Pl_an C. Mobilization _is under wa_y 
throughout the country. Diplomatic o£forts-to preaerve 
peace have brokcl\.down. Intelligence rc_P.orta indicate 
the c_tiemy is concentrating his hcav)" bOmbers for a 
long-range strike, Tho Prcsidcnt._thcreupon procla.iln~ 
a state 6£,national emergency and State-_ga;vernmcnts 
arc advised to prepare accordingly.' 

2•· Civil Dc!cnse~DirCctors in all Sfates and "Target 
-Cilios promptly begin·a strateg~c evacuation 9! certa.in 
classes o£ dvilianB, according to pre-arraJ:igcd plans, 
Those al-e defined as children an~ _thc_ir moth""rs, infirm 
and. aged· people*·· h·oa·pita_l and sanitorium ·p,ati_c_ntB 1 non­
wage-earners and no}l-essential .wage-earn_ers. The·y· 
are movcd.out- in an ordcr)y m_a.nnor·to previOusly 
designated places in the coun~ryside. 

3. A spontaDcous~c·xodus ol varioUs. types of-civilians 
also d_evelppjS;, not-only··(rom target ~ities bUt. also 
from ~omc s·upport communi_ties,. -These-civilians 
go by _their-oWn cars but ats·o 'besiege train, plane·and. 
bus terminals_ for transportatiO_t_l JO-•distan_t. aJ:oas· ·where 
relatives. or f_ri:ends· res.ide. Erne rgcncy ln£ormation 
units meet .this situation by loudspeaker radio amplifl· 
.cation ln·tcrminals,. advising the-public ·to asse_mbtc. 
at- stated points £or cmcrgeri.cy t_ransportation •. ReassU_r-· 
.ing_ announcc_ments prevent _pani_c _ln most sltua_tlons;o 

4. Half .. cmpticd cit.ics maintain only essenUal £unctions, 
with.night.and .day· shi!ts.mannod.b)'_ :worke ra .who :have· 
been .assigned billets In _the suburbs', •Jrom-vihieh .they· 
co_mmute tO an~ !rom work. Ernergcncy--In!ormntion 
deals with tho· problem o£ separ:atcd·famillos, .combat­
ing tho cl.amor to be· reunited by .reporting s:i£o•arr!val 
of .mothers and chiid_rcn in rccoption.nrcn~:~ • 

• 4 ... 
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c ?N'l'ROL CEN'l'ER 
.1\C'l'lON 

NIGH'!'- LONG RADIO 
VIGILANCE 

ANTI.-HOARDING 
.MEASURES 

COMBATING 
FALSE LULL 

EMERGENCY 
I:!OSP.ITAL 
ACTION 

• • 
5.. Civil. ·nefcn_so actfv~tcs· its: cmc_rgency cont_rol. center,_ 
calls out its 24-hou'r ·staff, wlic•\ Mayor .an.d his· staf( 
shift to rol~cated center,· .'i>, I~: otaffs s_hift Into Emer­
gencY· I~£0rm~t-i0~ . .opc_rat.!Ons1 in. city and. a·upport ;1-reas, 
re!nforced by Information.Spec.lalist.s from,CD·Reserve 
force •. l'ublic mor.ale is being maintained. despite. the 
growing anxiety._ By night(ail; the. selective e_vacuatlon. 
!.a complete-In most. target. cities. ·Radio st.ation.s arc. 
authorized by l"CC' to remain on. the alii all night until. 
£tirther notice .. Two. days: i_ate.r t.h.e nowsJ>apera. begin. 
to 'reduce the num,ber of. pag·es,- R!lta!l busincsa Ia almost 
at. a. st_an.dot.lfl.ln. midtown city' areas,_ Shoppers in sub-. 
u.rbe an_d co1Xnt.ry communiti~s: have. made ·a_ run on: {ood_ 
stores and gasoline f!iling stations.: Antl-ho.a.rding 
warnings arc. being broadcast •. 

6·,. On. the 3r,d. day-; during an. appare.nt. lull In warlike 
developments abroad, a spontaneous: £iovi back, o( people 
Into the c_!Ucs. begins to develop._· Re{y!ng on radio. 

·uroadcasts to reac.h. these people throiigh their auto 
radios,_ Emc_rgC_ncy In!orm_at_iol:l_ bull_ot_ins __ are __ sont. Out,_ 
stressing the continued need for dispersing tho deJ>end-
en_t. populil.tio·n._ ~ro £~1·thc~ stroa·a the· gravity· o£: the 
si~uat_iO_n, docto·rs an<tny.rscs a_rc_ nc:xt_ moved out. to 
support area hosplt.als.: Diplom.atic rela.t!C>ns· with the 
enemy· coiln_try- a.re bro]fe_n at. mid·n_igh_t on. July' 11 •. 
Spon~_an_cous cVacu.at.ion.s_ aro .:t:es·um.ed an4 qulcl$~n 
du_r!ng_ tho )'ro-do;wn h_oura.. · ' 

(This Is an. attempt_ ln. nanat!ve form to. Indicate the local. readiness· act!on.s 
which civil. do.fenso. would. be likely- to t.akc. in. tho. pe.rlod of. lnC:rcasc.d :Iteadincss. 
Emerge·ncy In(ormati_on_ rcqui_rc_m~n~s fpr such~an_ale_rt would be_ aS· c_riJic_ai 
as during ~ prolong_ed Tactical. Alert. 'rho batt.lo fo.r survival would hang in 

·t_he_ balance. i( p·ub_Uc: ll)_or·afe_ c_Ould not be maintained £or EVnCliatiOn and 
Shegor orders_. to be: carried out. pro,;ptly.) . .. . '. .. . . . 



•• • 
LOCAl, PUBLIC IU1ADINE.SS AC1'1VITIES 

,, ' 

Whether tho CivU DcfcMe .Director decides. to carry out public action• 
~o .train·his organ'bation {or a Period o£ _Incroaaed ltoadinpae:, ~he will 
.n<>t wish to 1>ass up: the opportunity to stress the roadlnoss mobjl!zatlon 
keynote in ovory ~ocal civil defense 'activity that ·precedes the •!mulaled 
attack of Ju.ly 12 •. , 

Dul"ing the 4-dny period !rom July 8, local and State CD Directors a1·o 
encou·ragod by t-he 11Standards .of thQ _Exorciao 11 to plan !ox- pUblic rohoargz'l-1 
of cvacli_ation plans, cm'ergcncy service actions, and other publ_ic dcm,.:. 
onstratio_rls such as ·radi_ol.ogica_l monitoring units and mobile su_pport 
_activities. ·The C. D. Di_rcctor ha_s the choice of staging _theBe ~s actual 
demonstrations 9r he may simulate thc·m. 

If tho str.atcgic roa~iness thc·m_o is _to _be stressed, it is recomn::wndcd 
_that 11l'il$~. Covcr 11 _actions be .scheduled {_or j:ho survival p·o:dotl which 
follows .tho l'actlcal Wa~ning ·of .July 12. (Saturday anil Sunday a_re, con­
·:sidercd best .fpr big public evacuations and mass f_cedinJf ex_c rciscs. )' 

_A cross-soctlon .summary o{outstandlng piiblic part.ic!patlonu of !<lst 
ycar1s Opcra_tion Alert given below maY B·uggcst events which hro 
·es-pecially 6\li_ta"bl_e f!Jr loc·at rcn_dlncss .opcX.ntione: 

Move ·py Govcx:npr,or _Mayo·r _to reloc.ation center. 
Usc of helicopters or light planes fo·r evacuatiQll' o£ 

lpc_al_lca_d~rs. · 
.t)c_tiva.tion Of _crn.orgc_ncy cont_rol con_tct•s. 
Evacuation of hospital .or res_idcnUal block. 
Setting ~p of pnJ.cl-gcnc·y f_i_cld hoapital. with sitnulntcd 

•ca_sual~ios. ' 
_Plot.t.ing of wind and weather charts for fullout forccaut~ 

' ~adiplogical trailers Jn p~b_lic _moniiori~H d~_znonstr.atio·n. 
Eva.cU~t_ion o_{ _c_hildrcn from a achool building. 
Motorcycl~ emergency _coul'i_ors in ac_ti.o». 
Mobile support un_i_ts _i-noh.ili_r.o for ome.r·g:cncy calls. 
Dispersal oJ .city· fire-fighting units to Protu.'rangcd 

.rondor.vou.s-points. , ' · ,. 
Evacuntiou .tra!£ic · co.u~ro_l pro c_o d_u ro s. 
Dc.z:no_nstrat_i_o_n o£ mob.il_c an9, portable rn_dio equipment·. 
Reception and l'ocist_ra.tiol') of nr.r_ivh_tg cva_cucOs.' . 
. Ma_sa fooding preparations. · 
Call to auxil_i;:\.ry po.Ucc antl'fi_remon .fm,• rondin_osB a.sDi(.lnm_cnts. 

- 6 -
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"Tm;: "SURPRISE' ATTACK" or JU.i::{.IZ; 195(. 

' ~ . I 

A rcailstlc. cicment.o( surprise: &as been· !nJected'lnto:the. triggering 
of tll.o· m.lssiveounucloar:•attack.'f to bo- dmulatcd_· dur!ng· Operation 
Aicrt.1957. Approximatciy·.lzS cities wlii-bo: hit by· one: .ot more:bombs 

·with_ a m~gatonn.agc ia~ in-excess O(any-.~rc·v~ous· rlationaf tr~{!l~·ns_ 
exercises.: State. imd Targci·City Civil Defense. Directors w!ll not 
.know·in advance ·wh-at cities arc io be attacked. or .,.;;itat. the bomb:ylelds 
·and Ground. Zeroes. wlli be. for tlietr .respective. areas •. 'Scaieihihvcl­
opos. wiil!roach. them_ a f.ew hou'r's.be!ore tho Tacticai:Alert.ie to!lio 
simuiated at iiioo a', m •. EST ~n ·ju1y·1z. Only then :wni they··kno·w· 
what their survival prolilems·w!libe-'for this 'year's training·ex<frcise.: 
Liker!ee;· realism: is being inJected into tfoe rad!ologicai defense 
actions. ~ltfo. actuai weather of tfoe fore,noon. of Juiy 12 to be .usedl!n· 
estimati~g'the area tO be_ e·vacO.atcd o~ to-req:eive· 11 Take .Coverf'~_ln_ ... 
structions because ofthe dr!£i.of·radioactive fallout.- · 

' ~ . . 

Pubfic inforll)ation. officers wiil, tfous ·have a. ,1"1!ch ,;ore exciting·iocal 
coverag_e situation {or·newspa~ers and radio. and ielevi~ior(·newS'. 
editors.- ,Good ~footograpfoic coverage sfoou\d.'resuit. when. the ·C!vii 
Defense Directoz: is Shown_ as·"h.e_ ·opens: the: scaied. Cnvciopes.: Action: 
at. the. control. ccnte~ when the· evacuadorl orde-r· ie'· simu.iated shouid 
attract. media. covera·ge,· i..ocai failciut monitoring .wiil',procl~ce.-even. 
greater: OpJ:?ortUnit~~s· !?.~·nev~•swotthy actions.. · · · .· 

"DISASTER" FRONT PAGES FOR·NEWSPAPERS' . . . ' . . •, 

"Y~hife~ ne·wrs~rint. scaz:cit•{.couid_ pre·vent. most. daii:{ ~ewsl?ape-rs: from. 
bringing Out. t 1E·m.c.rgeJ_\.cy··Ed1tfOns_tl oz:. special. Supplements,: Ope_ratfon. 
Aierh957l c.reates a fio)e: opportunity' for simu(atecf'"D!sastor .!i_'r~nt. . . 
·pages" w\i!cfo fit. neatly· Into reguiar· editions.: Tactful, direct. a~l'ro.ach. 
on. your: part. cotlid_ indUce: on_c. o(your ioc.af.:ne.wspapera· to :simulate~ a:. ' 
11D!Baste~.;~.ro·nt.;~-a:g:o" tQ covc.z:·the.-local. angles· o(tll.e: 115Urprise· Attack.''"' 
o( Juiy- 1a,. 1957 ·: · ·· , 

,1 
. ' . J • . 

OutstancHrig""cxam:pfcs: or: "Disastez:· ~rant P-agei:JI.• ca:n. be seen. in_·fCDA.'s 
borikiot,: ".EmergeO.c-y PubHshing i"n:.Timo. o£. Disastcr 1.11 availa:f)le; on. 
request {rom the_. I>ubik Affairs: O££!ce,- FCDA,- .Battle. Creek,- .Miclifgan. 
One_ o( th.E)sc 'is~ a r~producti'on. o'£· t_ha .Philad-oiphia Ilu}uirer 1s 1iPag_C_ d~eH 
carried. as I>age_.3:_ thO. other shows·h~w the. Oklahoma· City· Timo •. built. 
its Dieastez: Flont 'Pag_cf in,· a. red.uc~d fOrmat. and.• made· .it. Page·One. 

- 7 -

"---~----

·' ' 



·• • / 

WIRE: SERVICE COyERAGE PLAN 

l'ho _nationwide wire services_, (T-he _Associatcd.P.ress, ·unitcd.P_ress 
and International-News Service) will give .considerable at.tenUon to 
Operation Al~rt 1957 ~n ordor·to ~rain _their ·bureau ·personn_el for,_the 
actual attack •. Many of thcif bureaus throughout the country·w!ll 
.report e'ach - 1~bomb·-str_ike 11 .for civil dcfense 1s emergency iriforma_tion 
rcquircmon:ts. :ro:obtain this _in!orma,ion the wlre serVice bUreaus 
w!ll·contact each State CD,Director shortly after noontime EST of 
July lZ.and .r~quest the following !acts: 

(I) .Names .o! citics"a.ttackeil"? A,t·what time? 
(2) Size _of 11borribs" on each target ~rea? 
(3) :Location of each Ground Zero? 
(4) GroundbU:rst <>r airburst? 
(5) :Did you order ·an evacuation? When ii!il Jt begin? 
(6) Did'y~u order "Take Cover"? At .what .time? 

It Js importan.t for State civil defense dl.rectors to ·be prepared !or such 
·press in·qui_;r:ies. ·wire service burea!Js will contact them in advance; 
·if not, ii·.is recommended that State directors.give their _cm~rgency 
Joc·ation·:tel_e:Phon_e numbers _to _th~ wire··se·x:vice bUreaus to iacilitaie 
'Iuick con.tac~. 

Such in£o·rmation.a_s th_e wlre .so·r.vices wilL be gathe_ring in this _manner 
will be of(icial in na_turc since it wfil ~be deriv~d ~n~irely !rom civil. 
defenJe ~irectot·s. ·Moreove·r, it will. be -ga:th_e-rcd ma1nl_y .for relay to 
·Federal Civil :nefcn_se _re_gional offices. 

-More detall~d _and Jaster .c·overago wil!_'be- .required o£ .local bQmb 
strikes by nows.papers ~•nd radio and ;ole vision editors of j'arget City 
a.reas •. Public Jn{orrnation o££icers should gear ;o .furnish this. with . 
·max"imum _speed direct t_o'loc·al media edito-rs. 

_Nati9nal coverag·e o£ th_c progress o£ Ope_ratio_n .A.l.ert by the wire 
Services wifl_o·riginate pnly at the Em_Cr_gcnc·y ·lnform_atia·n CCn_ter ·at 
:Ncwspoint,. but _this _will nOt Contain nationwide o·r State--by·_Sta_te _tabu-
Jations of_ ~asual_tics :and_ bomb dama_ge. -

·u loc·al casual~y releases arc tQ ·be provid~d, the ·F.oderal Civil:Defonsc 
_Administration ._recomme_nd's _that Ta_rget City Directors emphasize _the 
net saving of human lives through ~imely ¢vU_cuation 'and 11 Take Cover 11 

·actio_na •. To rolca._sc -~he gross casualties .and damage data·£rom mcgaton­
:mul_tipiiers ~ocs _not ·give a ~rue ph:turc of ~he cffcc,tivcncsa ·o£ survival 
.actions. 
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XRAINJNG FOR EMEI~GENCY' DRO/>DC.LISTINO. 

' 
~Emergency broa4cast_ing_Jor civif dc(o_nsc is· a. vit.allinl$:. in_ ffavin_g· 
hUm_an life and in_ nra.int_aiuing ·public mo ralo. whC:n~ ~ncmy- at_t_a_c):~- 1_s 
threatened. CONEI.;R/>D. !.S. but. on.e pha.s·e: o( eme.rge.ncy civil. de{on.se 
broadca_st.ing and _is_ confin~d. tQ th9 4.\lrat.io:n:_ Q{_ t_he: att:ack ~~~sc._ ~hi~ 
y·ear no CONELRAP drill_ o_n a_ll_at_ip_n_a.l. basi_s_ i.s. pl.ann __ ~d.- HPwC:_vc_r,_ 
State and :Ioc.al. di.rect.ors are Urged to c.ar~ri out slmlllated. CQNELRI>D' 
operati_on.~ in_ Orde~ tO keep e·ve_ryo_n_c. in_ a :st_a~e. oJ 11 st_an_dby" rcadincs.s. 
for t_act_ical a_!e_rt_s, 

In St_rategic and Tactical Alert_s, e:m_c_rgenct broadcast_i'ng_ wo·~ld -~c: 
the f_astcst c.Mnnel for ln(<n:ming and Instructing the: !'•ol'lc"•. In tho, 
post-attac~. tind (a.ilout C:risis,_ e_m!)_rg~n.Ct b_roa~kasting_ woul9. h_a:ve a 
pr·olonged dllt¥ whic.h req~i_r·es {?i.anning: and. t.~·aining -~-

M.ajo·x: di.saste_r:S: ·als-o :requi_re cm.e.rgen_c·y• broadc:asting :at.loc_al. i~:ve_ls·.: 
'rhe appr·oac.h_ oJ tor:nad_o-es>i_s a_ tim~. (or:. cJvil de.fe.rt_s·e ·(lnit_s_ t.O: be; :ready· 
to give ba_sic: s·u.rvivai inst_rilcti_Qn_ tQ t_he pUb.l.ic:· through_:radlp broadcasts·-: 
.In. some _St.at_e.s and_ met_rOpQli_t.an. a_reas ·r8.d"io: statiQns_.ha:ve:-devc.lop·ed: 
"di_s-aster: n.etWOr:l$ 11 operati.Q.n_s whi.c.h_ e:_n_able n.ot. o:nty· th_e· t_ot.a_i_ ·radip_ 
b_roadca.st.ing re.sou.rcCs bUt_ th.e .sOUn4. t_r:ac_~. o.( ~.ei.evisi_Qn_ st.atip_n_s: ~()-
be lin~Cd t_ogether: t_o_ ·pro·vi.4"e. a. valu·abl¢"_ warning _an~_ e·m.e:rge_ncy· in(orma.-: 
~iQn s·}•stcm_ !_O_r: th~ pUb.lic. · · 

In th~ abse.Me o( a; CONELRI>D dr!fl {o~ Ope.ration_ Aiert.l957, c_ivil 
de_fC:nse· o_rgani_z_atiQn_s· m_a:y wi_sh to c_ar~ry JO:r:wa:.rd the. ~raining o( ·sc:r_~}?t. 
w·rit.ing !or e.m¢rg·c:nc-y· brOadc.as.ting by· Simulating _a_'_l9caf. ·su·~·vi"val_ 
ac.ti_o-1"). (l_Oweve.r, n.Qn_e_ oJ: thi.s S.h.oU.ld be 11ai_red." t.Q the: _li_st·ening pu})_lic.-. . . 

These _loc:al_ t_est.s c_an be tape. ~cc·orded an_cl s_ln)ui_ated within. the. Co_n_t.ro:i. 
Ce:n~e~r withou~. t_hc. ris_k. o_( Pub_li_c_ mi.s"tm$l.el"'st.anding- which. coul4. c_rc.a.t.c: 
alarm. or co_n£u.s.ion._ CONE.LR_.bl) swi.tc.h.-o_·ve)• prOc.cd~t:c.s· aiso_ c.an be_ 
sim.~l.at:cd_ by cl~_s_te_r Stati9n pers-onn_el. · 

.6-d.vancc. in.te.r:vi.ews wi_th. the. civli. de_f¢_n_se_ di.recto·r and_ othe_~ pro·min.en~ 
leaders- in local_ goverm:n.en~. wh~- are· a.s:sist_ing in th_c_ eme:_rge.n-Cy govern_-: 
·ment pl.alining would. appeal. to_·rnany_loc:al .. ra.di.o: _s~t.ipns·. · · · 

~.imulated ·procJa:m.ati9n_s. of the. GoVet:_nq~ o~ _M"ayo_r c_a:n. be. deve:ipped· 
f_rom b_a_s_iC: sc·ript_ mat.c"ri.al_s· in_ which thc.ln_c_roaSed_ Read!n.css: t.hcm~ 
i_s· J$CYnoted. }to direct. appeal (or ·ad_dit_ion_ai. civil defo_nsc vo)Mt.ee_l"'s~ 
is rccommen.Ucd_ fOr an:y· of the rc_lcasoa_ to loc·atm.e.di_a. 
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