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	Appropriate Use Policy Key for Refuge Managers

	Step 1 - Understanding

the Appropriate Refuge

Uses Policy - (603 FW 1)


	The Appropriate Refuge Uses Policy (603 FW 1) provides the policy and procedure for refuge managers to follow when deciding

if public uses are appropriate on a refuge. This policy also clarifies and expands on the Compatibility Policy (603 FW 2.10D),

which describes when refuge managers should deny a proposed use without determining compatibility. When we find a

use is appropriate, we must then determine if the use is compatible before we allow it on a refuge.

A. Read and understand the Appropriate Refuge Uses Policy. Go to Step 2.

	Step 2 - State

Consultation - (603 FW

1.7.E (3)), and (603 FW

1.12)
	The refuge manager will consult with State fish and wildlife agencies, as well as the refuge supervisor, when a proposed or

existing use could affect fish, wildlife, or other resources that are of concern to a State fish and wildlife agency.

Go to Step 3.

	Step 3 - One Year

Mandatory Review - (603

FW 1.11 D)
	By 1/1/2008, refuge managers, in consultation with the States as needed, will review all existing uses for appropriateness

unless the use was reviewed in a post-1997 CCP. If the refuge manager finds an existing use is not appropriate, the use must

be modified so it is appropriate or terminated or phased out as expeditiously as practicable. The refuge manager must obtain

refuge supervisor concurrence when there are changes to existing uses that eliminate the use or substantially change the

use. The decision to modify or terminate a use may be subject to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Refuge managers should consult with their Regional NEPA coordinator to see if a decision would be subject to NEPA.

A. For all proposed uses. Go to Step 4.

B. For all existing uses which were not reviewed in post-1997 CCPs. Go to Step 7.

	Step 4 - Appropriate Uses

- (603 FW 1 . 3 A an d B)
	Uses that have been administratively determined to be appropriate.

(1) The use is a wildlife-dependent recreational use as identified in the NWRS Improvement Act of 1997.
However, the refuge

manager must still determine if these uses are compatible.

(2) The use involves the take of fish and wildlife under State regulations. However, the refuge manager must determine if the

activity is compatible before allowing it on the refuge.

A. If the proposed use is 1 or 2 above, a Finding of Appropriateness is not required. - Go to Step 9.

B. If not A - Go to Step 5.

	Step 5 (PROPOSED

USES) - Exhibit 1 - (603

FW 1.11) and (603 FW 1,

Exhibit 1)
	For all proposed uses not identified in Step 4A, the refuge manager will complete FWS Form 3-2319 for each use, including

uses reviewed in conjunction with a CCP or step-down management plan. When the answers to the questions on the form

are consistently "yes," and if the refuge manager finds, based on sound professional judgment, the use is appropriate for

the refuge, the completed Form 3-2319 serves as the written justification.  For complex or controversial findings, the refuge manager has the option of including additional written justification.  We may not find uses appropriate if we do not

have jurisdiction, they are illegal, inconsistent with existing policy, or unsafe. Therefore, if there is a "no" response

to criteria (a), (b), (c), or (d), immediately stop consideration of the use. If the answer is "no" to any of the other

questions, we will generally not allow the use. However, there may be situations where the refuge has exceptional or

,unique recreational resources such as rock climbing, that are not available nearby, off the refuge, and the use requires

insignificant management resources. In such cases, we may further consider a use.

Go to Step 6.

	Step 6 (PROPOSED

USES) - Concurrence -

(603 FW 1.11.D)
	The refuge manager will forward the completed Form 3-2319 to the refuge supervisor to obtain written concurrence when a

use is found appropriate.

Go to Step 9.

	Step 7 (EXISTING USES)

- Exhibit 1 - (603 FW

1.11.A (3)) and (603 FW 1 ,

Exhibit 1)
	For all uses which existed on or before January 1, 2007, the refuge manager will complete Form 3-2319 for each use, including

uses reviewed in conjunction with a CCP or step-down management plan that are in progress. When the answers to the

questions on the form are consistently "yes," and if the refuge manager finds, based on sound professional judgment, the use is

appropriate for the refuge, the completed Form 3-2319 serves as the written justification.  If needed, additional written justification may be included as part of these findings.  We may not find uses appropriate if they are illegal, inconsistent with existing policy, or unsafe. Therefore, if there is a "no" response to criteria (b), (c), or (d), immediately stop consideration of the use. If the answer is "no" to any of the other questions, we will generally not allow the use. However, there may be situations where the refuge has exceptional or unique recreational resources, such as rock climbing, that are not available nearby, off the refuge, and the use requires insignificant management resources. In such cases, we may further consider a use.

Go to Step 8.

	Step 8 (EXISTING USES)

- Concurrence - (603 FW

1.11.D)
	The refuge manager will forward the completed Form 3-2319 to the refuge supervisor to obtain written concurrence when a

use is found either appropriate or not appropriate.

Go to Step 9.

	Step 9 - Compatibility -

(603 FW 1.1) and (603 FW

2)
	When we find a proposed or existing use is appropriate, the refuge manager will determine if the use is compatible before it is

allowed to occur on the refuge.

Prepare a compatibility determination for the use following the guidelines set forth in the Compatibility Policy (603 FW 2).


