Wilderness Facts

National Wilderness Preservation System
· Number of areas: 677

· Number of areas managed by FWS: 71 (10% of total)

· Number of acres: 106 million

· Number of acres managed by FWS: 21 million (19% of total)

· Largest wilderness area: Wrangell-St Elias, NPS, AK (9 million ac)

· Smallest wilderness area: Pelican Is, FWS, FL (5 ac)

· NWPS as percent of U.S. land area (all 50 states) in NWPS: <5%

· Percent of NWPS acreage in AK: 54%
· Wilderness-managing organizations: US Forest Service, US National Park Service, US Bureau of Land Management, and US Fish and Wildlife Service

Wilderness Law, Regulation, and Policy
· Wilderness Act of 1964, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1131-1136, http://www.wilderness.net/index.cfm?fuse=NWPS&sec=legisAct)

· Wilderness Preservation and Management (50 C.F.R. 35, http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx_02/50cfr35_02.html)
· Wilderness Area Management (6 RM 8,  http://www.wilderness.net/NWPS/documents/FWS_wilderness_policy.doc)

· Wilderness Stewardship (draft 610 FW 1-5)
· Wilderness Stewardship Training (D.O. 116, http://www.fws.gov/policy/do116.html)

· Minimum Requirement Decision Guide (http://www.wilderness.net/index.cfm?fuse=MRDG)

· MOU with Leave No Trace, Inc. (http://www.wilderness.net/NWPS/documents/leaveNoTrace.pdf)
Wilderness Act
· “A wilderness, in contrast with those areas where man and his own works dominate the landscape, is hereby recognized as an area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor who does not remain.  An area of wilderness is further defined to mean in this Act an area of undeveloped Federal land retaining its primeval character and influence, without permanent improvements or human habitation, which is protected and managed so as to preserve its natural conditions and which (1) generally appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature, with the imprint of man’s work substantially unnoticeable; (2) has outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of recreation; (3) has at least five thousand acres of land or is of sufficient size as to make practicable its preservation and use in an unimpaired condition; and (4) may also contain ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational, scenic, or historical value.” (from sec. 2. (c), “Definition of Wilderness”)
· “Untrammeled” = unrestrained.

· Prohibited Uses

· Commercial enterprises (unless necessary for recreational use and other wilderness purposes) and

· Permanent roads.
· Generally prohibited uses (can allow if necessary to meet minimum requirements for administration of the area for wilderness purposes, including human health and safety emergencies):

· Temporary roads,

· Motor vehicles, motorized equipment, and motorboats,

· Aircraft landing,

· Mechanical transport, and

· Structures and installations.

Wilderness Organizations based at University of Montana, Missoula
· Arthur Carhart National Wilderness Training Center (USFS, USNPS, USBLM, and USFWS, http://carhart.wilderness.net/)

· Aldo Leopold Wilderness Research Institute Center (USFS, USNPS, USBLM, and USFWS, http://leopold.wilderness.net/)

· Wilderness Institute (University of Montana, http://www.forestry.umt.edu/research/MFCES/programs/wi/)

· Wilderness.net (Carhart Center, Leopold Institute, and Wilderness Institute, http://www.wilderness.net/)

R1 Designated Wilderness Areas (4)
· Oregon Islands:
372
ac  (1970/78/96)

· San Juan: 
353
ac  (1976)

· Three Arch Rocks: 
  15
ac  (1970)

· Washington Islands: 
485
ac  (1970)

· Total = 
1,225
ac
R1 Proposed Wilderness Areas (4)
· 4 Proposed Wilderness Areas

· Hawaiian Islands: 
1,742
ac  (1974)

· Malheur:
30,000
ac  (1969/73)

· Poker Jim Ridge:
16,462
ac  (1972)
· Sheldon: 
341,500 
ac  (1974)
· Total =
389,704
ac
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