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January 27, 2017 
 
VIA E-MAIL 
 
John Greenewald, Jr. 

 
 

john@greenewald.com 
 
RE:  FOIA Request No. DOC-OIG-2017-000369 
 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
        
This letter is regarding your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request, tracking number DOC-
OIG-2017-000369, dated December 27, 2016 and received by the Department of Commerce, 
Office of Inspector General (OIG) on December 28, 2016, in which you seek a copy of “[a] list 
of all CLOSED investigations by your agency’s Office of the Inspector General, during the 
calendar year 2016.” The tracking number for your request is DOC-OIG-2017-000369. Please 
refer to this number in all correspondence regarding your request.  
 
A search of records maintained by the OIG has located nineteen (19) pages that are responsive to 
your request. We have reviewed these pages under the terms of FOIA and have determined that:    
 

 Nineteen (19) pages must be partially withheld under FOIA exemption (b)(6), 5 U.S.C. § 
552(b)(6), which protects information in personnel, medical or similar files, the 
disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, 
and under FOIA exemption (b)(7)(C), 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(7)(C), which protects law 
enforcement information, the disclosure of which could reasonably be expected to 
constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. 

 
Copies of the nineteen (19) pages are enclosed, with the relevant redactions noted. 
 
For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and 
national security records from the requirements of FOIA. See 5 U.S.C. § 552(c) (2012 & Supp. 
III 2015). This response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of FOIA. 
This is a standard notification to all OIG requesters and should not be taken as an indication that 
excluded records do, or do not, exist. 
 
You have the right to appeal this partial denial of your request. An appeal must be received 
within ninety (90) calendar days of the date of this response letter by the Counsel to the Inspector 
General, U.S. Department of Commerce, Office of Inspector General, Office of Counsel, Room 
7898C, 14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20230. Your appeal may also be 
sent by e-mail to FOIA@oig.doc.gov, by facsimile (fax) to 202-501-7335, or by FOIAonline, if 



you have an account in FOIAonline, at 
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home#. 
 
The appeal should include a copy of the original request and this initial denial letter. In addition, 
the appeal should include a statement of the reasons why the records requested should be made 
available and why the adverse determination was in error. The appeal letter, the envelope, the e-
mail subject line, and the fax cover sheet should be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal." The e-mail, fax machine, FOIAonline, and Office of Counsel mailbox are monitored 
only on working days during normal business hours (8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Eastern Time, 
Monday through Friday). FOIA appeals posted to the e-mail box, fax machine, FOIAonline, or 
the Office of Counsel mailbox after normal business hours will be deemed received on the next 
normal business day. If the 90th calendar day falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal public 
holiday, an appeal received by 5:00 p.m., Eastern Time, the next business day will be deemed 
timely. An appeal received after the 90-day limit will not be considered. 
 
You may contact me in my role as the OIG FOIA Public Liaison via email at 
FOIA@oig.doc.gov, or by phone at (202) 482-5992 for any further assistance and to discuss any 
aspect of your request. Additionally, you may contact the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at the National Archives and Records Administration to inquire about the FOIA 
mediation services they offer. The contact information for OGIS is as follows: Office of 
Government Information Services, National Archives and Records Administration, 8601 Adelphi 
Road-OGIS, College Park, Maryland 20740-6001, e-mail at ogis@nara.gov; telephone at 202-
741-5770; toll free at 1-877-684-6448; or facsimile at 202-741-5769. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jennifer Piel 
FOIA Officer 
 
Enclosures 
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