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NATIONAL RECONNAISSANCE OFFICE 
14675 Lee Road 

Chantilly, VA 20151-1715 

Re: NRO Case #F-2017-00142 

Dear Mr. Greenewald : 

22 August 2017 

This is in response to your 4 January 2017 Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) request, originally submitted by you to the National 
Security Agency (NSA) Freedom of Information/Privacy Act Chief, for 
" ... a copy of the Intellipedia entry (from all three Wikis that make up 
the Intellipedia) for the following entry(s) (or whatever similar 
topic may pertain if it is slightly worded differently): National 
Reconnaissance Office and/or NRO.n The National Reconnaissance Office 
(NRO) received an eleven-page responsive document by way of referral 
from NSA on 12 July 2017. 

We have processed the referred document in accordance with the 
FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended. It is being released to you in 
part. 

Material withheld from release is denied pursuant to FOIA 
exemption: (b) (3), which is the basis for withholding information 
exempt from disclosure by statute. The relevant withholding statutes 
are 10 U.S.C. § 424 and 50 U.S.C. § 3605. 

You have the right to appeal this determination to the NRO 
Appellate Authority, 14675 Lee Road, Chantilly, VA 20151-1715, within 
90 days of the above date. You may also submit an appeal 
electronically by completing the form available on the NRO's public 
web site at http://www.nro.gov/foia/Appealinput.aspx . Please include 
an explanation of the reason(s) for your appeal as part of your 
submission. The FOIA also provides that you may seek dispute 
resolution for any adverse determination through the NRO FOIA Public 
Liaison and/or through the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS) . Please refer to the OGIS public web page at 
https://ogis.archive.gov/ for additional information. 



If you have any questions, please call the Requester Service 
Center at (703) 227-9326 and reference case numbers F-2017-00142. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia B. Cameresi 
FOIA Public Liaison 

Enclosure: National Reconnaissance Office - From Intellipedia, 5 
January 2017 
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(U) National Reconnaissance Office 
UNCLASSIFIED 

From Intellipedia 

(U) The National Reconnaissan4:e Office (NRO) is 
the national program to meet the U.S. Government's 
intelligence needs through overhead reconnaissance. 
The NRO is an agency of the Department of Defense 
(DoD) and receives its budget through that portion of 
the National Intelligence Program k.novm as the 
National Reconnaissance Program, which is approved 
bo·th by the Secretary of Defense (SECDEF) and the 
Director ofNational Intelligence (DNI). The existence 
of the NRO was declassified by the Deputy Secretary 
of Defense, as recommended by the DCI (Director of 
Central Intelligence), on September 18, 1992. 

r::··---·-··--·-·- -·~----

,contents 

I • 1 (U) History 
• 2 (U) Mission 
• 3 (U) Vision 
• 4 (U) NRO Leadership 
• 5 (U) NRO Briefings I 
• 6 (U) NRO Online Tools 1 

• 7 (U) Useful Tools from Other Organizations I 
• 8 (U)See also · . 

' ··-· · - -~--~ ExternaJlinks (U) _____ .J 

(U) History 

Main article: History of the National 
Reconnaissance Office 

(U) The National Reconnaissance Office was created 
on August 31,1960 by Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara to manage the National Reconnaissance 
Program. For most of its forty-plus years the mere 
existence of the NRO was classified. The NRO was 
instrumental in assessing the Soviet missile threat 
throughout the Cold War. The NRO then continued to 
adapt to new nationa1 security concerns post-Cold War. 
After details of the con&truction of a new headquarters 
building in Chantilly, VA leaked out, the NRO was 
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declassified in 1992. 

(U) Mission 

{U) Innovative Overhead Intelligence Systems for 
National Security. 

Page 2 of3 

Acquisition and Operations 
Directorate (COMM) 
Advanced Systems and 
Technology Directorate 
(AS&T) 
Office of Space Launch (OSL) 
Ground Enterprise Directorate 

L-·-········-·-·-·······---·-···········-···-········-·-·-······· 
(GED) 

(U) Vision 

{U) Supra Et illtra. 

(U) NRO Leadership 

• (U) Betty Sapp is the Director, National Reconnaissance Office. 
• (U) Frank Calvelli is the Principal Deputy Director 
• (U) Maj Gen Steven T Denker, USAF is the Deputy Dire"1or 

(U) NRO Briefings 

• NRO GEOrNT Capabilities (~t!t!~Nft8Bll//ti8F8Wij on lnteiDocs (Warning: 200MB) 

(U) NRO Online Tools 

(U) Useful Tools from Other Organizations 

• {U) GETS - GEOINT Enterprise TPED Services 

(U)See also 

• (U) Department ofDefense 
• (U) Intelligence Community 
• (U) National Geospatial:Intelligence Agency 
• (U) National Security Agency 
• {U) Central Inte1ligence Agency 
• {U) Deputy Director for Mission Support 
• (U) NRO Support to PACOM 

Approved for Release: 2017/08110 C05104473 
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• (U) NRO Fi.eld Representatives 

• (U)ADFrE=a~s~~------~------~ 
• (U)NRq~--------~ 

(b)(3) 10 usc 1. 424 

External links (U) 

• NRO Web Site 
• NROoni4S 

United States Intelligence Community 

• ODNII • AFISRA I ., INSCOM I 0 CIA I (i) CGICC 

• DIA I. DoE I :;~;. DHS 11) State INR 

• Treasury I • DEA I. FBI I. MCIA 

.NGAI@) NRO I.NSAI.ONI 

genc1es 

• This page has been accessed 28,459 times. 
• J 1 watching users 
• This e was last modified 15:06 6 December 2016 b 

(b)(3) 50 usc 1. 3605 

(b)(3) 10 usc 1. 424 

linipedwcb9s 

Uae of this U.S. Govemment system, authori.tea or ullSutllOrized, constitutes consent to monitoring of this &-ystem . Unauthorized uae rnay aubjecl you !u 
criminal prosecuboo. 

Evidence of unauthorized use callectea dunng monllorlng ma~ be used for administrative. crimina!, or other actvarse actions. 

Tllis page cootail1$ dynamic conrent-- Highnt PO&&ible Cla&&lfiC3tion i Sf RAil<': lllflitll 
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(U) National Reconnaissance Office 

From Intellipedia 

You have new messages (last change). 
From InteUipedia 

SF3CRETHREL 'f6 USA, prn I 

ft:i Location: Map I Coordinates I About 

(U) The National Reconnaissance Office (NRO) is the national program to meet the U.S. Government's 
intelligence needs through overhead reconnaissance. The NRO is an agency of the Department ofDefense 
(DoD) and receives its budget through that portion of the National Intelligence Program known as the National 
Reconnaissance Program, which is approved both by the Secretary of Defense (SECDEF) and the Director of 
National Intelligence (DNI). The existence of the NRO was declassified by the Deputy Secretary of Defense, as 
recommended by the Director of Central Intelligence (DCI), on September 18, 1992. · 

Contents 

• 1 (U) Vision, Mission & Core Values 
• 2 (U) Integrated Support Office 
• 3 (U) Organization 
• 4 (U) History 
• 5 (U) JWICS Presence 

• 5.1 (U) NRO Customer Support Portal 
• 5.2 (U) Vigilance From Above Blog 

• 6 (U) Suggested Readings 
• 7 (U) External Links 
• 8 (U) OS&CI Security Notice: REAL ID Act- Changes to Access 

at NRO Facilities 

(U) If visiting the NRO, please see Directions to National Reconnaissance Office to plan your visit. NRO IC 
Badge lnteroperability Procedures provides information on badge reciprocity for those visiting the NRO as well 
as NRO employees visiting other IC agencies. 

(U) Vision, Mission & Core Values 
.--------------(b)(3) 50 usc j_ 3605 

(U) 2010 Strategic Vision Brochur~ I 

• (U) Vision 

Supra Et Ultra 
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• (U) Mission 

Innovative Overhead Intelligence Systems for National Security 

• (U) Core Values 

Integrity and Accountability 
Mission Excellence 
Teamwork Built on Respect and Diversity 

(U) Organization 

(U/W9U~ NRO Org Chart 2014-01-14 

(b)(3) 

(b )(3) 10 usc .l 424 

Main article: History of the National 
Reconnaissance Office 

(U) The National Reconnaissance Office was created on 7 September 1961 by 
President John F. Kennedy and his Secretary of Defense RobertS. McNamara to 

(U) Betty Sapp has 

been the Director of 

the NRO since July 

2012. 

manage the National Reconnaissance Program. For most of its fifty-one years, the mere existence of the NRO 
was classified. The first mention of the term National Reconnaissance Program and a National Reconnaissance 

Approved for Release: 2017/08/10 C05104473 115/2017 10:18 AM 
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Office to manage it, came in a report by then director of the USAF Office of Space and Missile Systems, Joseph 
V. Charyk, to McNamara in July 1961. Charyk recommended combining the aerial reconnaissance assets of 
CIA, the U-2 and the A-12 OXCART then under development, with CIA's space-based CORONA film-return 

· photo-reconnaissance satellite, the NRL GRAB SIGINT satellite, and USAF satellite research and development 
efforts under one national organization. Building on ideas first broached during the Eisenhower administration 
McNamara agreed with Charyk's plan and founded NRO in September 1961. Charyk became the first 
co-director ofNRO along with CIA's Richard Bissell. After Bissell left government service in April1962, 
Charyk became the sole DNRO. The NRO was instrumental in assessing the Soviet missile threat throughout 
the Cold War. The NRO then continued to adapt to new national security concerns post-Cold War. After details 
of the construction of a new headquarters building in Chantilly, Virginia leaked out, the "fact of' NRO was 
declassified in September 1992. 

(U) JWICS Presence (b)(3) 50 usc .L 3605 

(U) The NRO home page on Inteli~ I 
L_ ___ ___Jprovides a great starting pomt for NRO partners. 

When discussing this topic on 

(U) NRO Customer Support Portal ----L___ 
(b )(3) 10 usc .L 424 

(U) The NRO Customer Support Portal provides NRO 
customers, mission partners and the workforce with rapid centralized access to existing NRO information, 
products, and services in support of the Official NRO JWICS SharePoint presence. The goal is to channel users 
within a few clicks to resources and tools to capture requests, discover information, or facilitate productive 
engagements. Chat is available for Customer and Workforce support. 

(b)(3) 10 usc .L 424 

(U) Vigilance From Above Blog 
(b)(3) 50 usc .L 3605 

(U) In addition to the formal Intelink presenc9L...------....--...,---...-----__j-l•_th_e_NR _ _ O_O_ffi_•c_e_o_f _ _ 
1 

Strategic Communication maintains a blog, Vigilance From Above!'-------- -----------' 

Latest posts: 

• (U) Launch Dedication to Mr. Jim Arnold (June 07,2010 10:12) 
• (U) NRO Monthly Highlights: Support to Users Dec 09 (January 19, 2010 14:42) 
• (U) NRO Monthly Highlights: SIGINT Acquisitions Dec 09 (January 19, 2010 14:36) 
• (U) NRO Monthly Highlights: Launch Acquisitions Dec 09 (January 19,2010 13:26) 
• (U) NRO Monthly Highlights: IMINT Acquisitions Dec 09 (January 19, 2010 13:22) 
• (U) NRO Monthly Highlights: Ground Acquisitions Dec 09 (January 19,2010 13:18) 
• (U) NRO Monthly Highlights: COMM Acquisitions Dec 09 (January 19, 2010 12:55) 
• (U) NRO Monthly Highlights: System Operations Dec 09 (January 19, 2010 12:46) 

(U) Suggested Readings 

• (U) NRO Reference Guide 2012 (b)(3) 50 usc .L 3605 
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• (U) The Space Sentinel 
• (U) Dennis Fitzgerald Memorial Library (formerly NRO Library or 

Tech Library) 
• (U) NRO Charter June 28 2011\ 

I 
• (U) Leadership, Mana ement, and Organization for National Security 

Space (Young Report) 

• (U) HEXAGON: Declassified 

AMBIT: Eye of the Ea le 

(U) NRO Reference Guide 2012. 

.... (b)(3) 50 usc .l 3605 

.. iVideo Recently declassified videos 
~~~~--~~~~~~------~----------~ 
detailing two ofNRO's historic reconnaissance program:;:s_:_. -------------~ 

• ~0 Satellite Resource Guide, OlOCTl ~ 

I 

(U) External Links 

• (U) CSNR: Center for the Study of National Reconnaissance on Intellipedia 

• (U) NRO on Intelink'----- - --- -----, (b)(3) 50 usc .l 3605 
• (U) Acquisition Research Center (ARC) on Intelink 
• (S 11TK.ZgL PV~Y) Overall NRO Constellation 

: Dated April201 1 

(U) OS&CI Security Notice: REAL ID Act- Changes to Access at 
NRO Facilities 

Federal Law Requires Changes to Access Procedures at Federal Facilities: 

The REAL ID Act is a Federal law that creates national standards for state-issued driver 's licenses and requires 
Federal Agencies to apply the new rules for individuals entering their facilities. The new law will impact 
visitors to NRO facilities or IC personnel visiting other Federal buildings. IC badges will continue to be 
accepted for access to NRO and IC facilities. 

Currently, the following states and U.S. territories are non-compliant with the law's new standards: American 
Samoa, Illinois, Minnesota, Missouri, New Mexico, and Washington State, (updated as of January 2016). This 
list will be updated as they become compliant. 

Approved for Release: 2017/08/10 C05104473 115/201 7 10:18 AM 
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NRO will immediately begin a notification period during which visitors attempting to access NRO facilities 
with driver's licenses from the aforementioned non-compliant states and U.S. territory, will be notified that their 
licenses are non-compliant with the law's standard; however, they will be allowed to enter. 

On Julv 21 2014 followimr the end of the notification period, security personnel will enforce the new law. This 

I (b )(3) 10 usc l. 424 

Below are a few ways NRO Personnel can mitigate potential confusion and expedite access procedures for 
visitors as federal agencies begin to enforce this new standard: 

• Visitors to NRO facilities 

For additional 
in ormation about the REAL ID Act, please visit www.dhs.gov/secure-drivers-licenses. 

For additional information on how this relates to the NRO access, please call the Security Duty Office (SDO) at 

(b)(3) 10 usc l. 424 

Categories: NRO I Intelligence Community Program Managers I Intelligence Organization I History of the 
Intelligence Community I United States Department of Defense agencies I Featured articles 

Classified By 
L-----------------------~ 

(b)(3) 50 usc l. 3605 
Derived From: ----------
Declassify On: December 30, 2041 

~l~C~T~~L TO USA, FV~Y 

• This page has been accessed 161,060 times. 

•'---~=--:--------::----:-:-::----:-:~=--=-=-==----J\ watching u.=-se=r-=-s----------------, 
• This page was last modified 15:52, 30 December 2016 b Most recent 

editors: 
L---------------------------------------------------------------------~~ 

and others. (b)(3) 10 USC l. 424 

c2linipedweb lj 

Use of this U.S. Government system, authorized or unauthorized, constitutes consent to monitoring of this system. Unauthorized use may subject you to criminal 
prosecution. 

Evidence of unauthorized use collected during monitoring may be used for administrative, criminal, or other adverse actions. 

This page contains dynamic content- Highest Possible Classification is TOP SECREl"il.q;;l'i/>/t~erORN 
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(U) National Reconnaissance Office 
UNCLASSIFIED 

From Intellipedia 

You have new messages (last change). 

The NRO designs, builds and operates the nation's reconnaissance 
satellites. NRO products, provided to an expanding list of customers 
like the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the Department of 
Defense (DoD), can warn of potential trouble spots around the world. 
help plan military operations, and monitor the environment. 

As part ofthe 16-member Intelligence Community, the NRO plays a 
primary role in achieving information superiority for the U.S. 
Government and Armed Forces. 

A DoD agencyJ the NRO is staffed by DoD and CIA personnel. It is 
funded through the National Reconnaissance Program, part of the 
National Foreign Intelligence Program. 

!Contents 
I 

• 1 Vision 
• 2 Our Mission 
• 3 (U) NRO lntelliped.ians 
• 4 Directions 
• 5 For More Information 

Vision 

Vigilance From Above 

Our Mission 

Innovative Overhead Intelligence Systems for National Security 

Page 1 of3 

NRO Seal 

The NRO is a joint organization engaged in the research and development, acquisition, launch and 
operation of overhead reconnaissance systems necessary to meet the needs ofthe Intelligence 
Community and of the Department of Defense. The NRO conducts other activities as directed by the 
Secretary of Defense and/or the Director of National Intelligence. 

In recent years, the NRO has implemented a series of actions declassifying some of its operations. The 
organization was declassified in September 1992 followed by the location of its headquarters in 
Chantilly, VA, in 1994. In February 1995, CORONA, a photoreconnaissance program in operation from 
1960 to 1972, was declassified and 800,000 CORONA images were transferred to the National Archives 
and Records Administration. In December 1996, the NRO announced for the first time~ in advance, the 

Approved for Release: 2017/08/10 C05104473 
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laW'lch of a reconnaissance satellite. 

(U) NRO Intellipedians 

~ This lateUipedian is or was a member of 
~ the National R«<nubsuce Omce. 

(U) NRO Intellipedians can add this template to their User Page by placing the following code on their 
page: {{User NRO}} 

Directions 

+ 
FroniDC: 

• Rt. 66 West toward Manassas/Front Royal (Dulles Airport) 
• Exit onto Rt. 28 North toward Dulles Airport 
• Turn left onto Willard Road (you will have passed the complex on your left) 
• Turn left at the light onto Lee Road 
• Turn left into the Visitor Entrance (first entrance) and proceed straight ahead to the Visitor Center 

From Points North: Take I-495 South into Virginia 

OPTION 1: 

• Exit 45A, Dulles Toll Road (Rt. 267) West toward Dulles Airport (cost $.50) 
• Exit Rt. 28 South toward Centreville (cost $.35) 
• Cross over Rt. 50 (you will see the complex ahead on the right) 
• Tum right onto Willard Road 
• Turn left at the light onto Lee Road 
• Tum left into the Visitor Entrance (flrst entrance) and proceed straight ahead to the Visitor Center 

(b)(3) 50 usc j_ 3605 
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OPTION2: 

• Exit 49, Rt. 66 West toward Manassas/Front Royal 
• Exit onto Rt. 28 North toward Du1les Airport 
• Tum left onto Willard Road (you will have passed the compleK on your left) 
• Turn left at the light onto Lee Road 
• Turn left into the Visitor Entrance (first entrance) and proceed straight ahead to the Visitor Center 

From Dulles Airport: 

• Take airport road exit onto Rt. 28 (Sully Road) South 
• Tum right onto Willard Road 
• Tum left at the light onto Lee Road 
• Turn left into the Visitor Entrance (first entrance) and proceed straight ahead to the Visitor Center 

For More Information 

• NRO Website 
• National Reconnaissance Office:') 

Interagency Visual Media Group (lVMG) 

National Reconnaissance Office [hide] 

Front Office CTO 

Directorates & Offices Offkes link 
Direetorates link 

Operatlooal link 
Centers 

Acquisition ECE •link 

, Resourees DeMis Fitzgerald Memorial Library • 
j Education & Training link 
' Education NRO University • link 
l 

J Iotellipedia link 

j Collaboration Spaces lnteldocs link 
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rganizattons rgaruzations 
UNCLASSIFIED 

• This page bas been accessed 3,767 times. 
• 10 watching users 
• This nage was last modified 16:16. 27 Seotem~r 2016 b~ IIC~)(~l .1(? __ L;J?_g _ _::~24 
I . J and others'-.-------' 
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