
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


,. 

NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY 
CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE 

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755-6000 

JOHN GREENEWALD 
 

 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

FOIA Case: 84304 
3 May 2016 

This responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of 
21 April2016, which was received by this office on 21 April 2016, for a "Copy 
of records pertaining to FOIA Cases 79192, 79195, and FOIA Appeal 4057 ." 
Your request has been assigned Case Number 84304. There is certain 
information relating to this processing about which the FOIA and applicable 
Department of Defense (DoD) and NSA/CSS regulations require we inform you. 

For purposes of this request, you are considered an "all other" requester. 
As such, you are allowed 2 hours of search and the duplication of 100 pages at 
no cost. There are no assessable fees for this request. 

Your request has been processed under the FOIA and the documents you 
requested are enclosed. Certain information, however, has been deleted from 
the enclosures. This Agency is authorized by statute to protect certain 
information concerning its activities, as well as the names of its employees. 
Such information is exempt from disclosure pursuant to the third exemption of 
the FOIA, which provides for the withholding of information specifically 
protected from disclosure by statute. The specific statute applicable in this 
case is Section 6, Public Law 86-36 (50 U.S. Code 3605). We have determined 
that such information exists in these records, and we have excised it 
accordingly. 

You may appeal this decision. If you decide to appeal, you should do so 
in the manner outlined below. 

• The appeal must be in writing and addressed to: 

NSA/CSS FOIA/PA Appeal Authority (DJ4), 
National Security Agency 
9800 Savage Road STE 6248 
Fort George G. Meade, MD 20755-6248 



. ' 

FOIA Case: 84304 

• It must be postmarked no later than 60 calendar days of the date of this 
letter. 

• Please include the case number provided above. 
• Please describe with sufficient detail why you believe the denial of 

information was unwarranted. 
• NSA will endeavor to respond within 20 working days of receiving your 

appeal, absent any unusual circumstances. 

Ends: 
ajs 

Sincerely, 

JOHN R. CHAPMAN 
Chief, FOIA/PA Office 

NSA Initial Denial Authority 
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UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONI?/ 

Case No . 79192/Appeal: 4057 
Case No. 79195/Appeal: 4058 

M/R: (U) FINAL APPEAL RESPONSE - NO RECORDS 

(U) The attached letter responds to John Greenewald's two appeals 
dated 19 November 2014 for records relating to "NEW AGE", FOIA Case 79192 
and "PSYCHIC POWERS", FOIA Case 79 195 category listings within the 
"Remote Viewing" Intellipedia entry. 

(U) On appeal we have reviewed the initial requests, the Chief, FOIA/PA 
· Office's response dated 29 September 2014, the appeal letters, and the search 
performed in response to the requests. In response to this request, the 
FOIA/PA office SME conducted a search of the two topics across all three levels 
of Intellipedia and as a result of that search no documents on those topics were 
located. We have determined that this search was thorough and reasonable for 
the requested records, therefore, Mr. Greenewald's appeal of the NSA 
determination in this case should be denied. Lastly, we inform the requester 
that he may wish to seek judicial review of this decision. 

~~----~~~====~~----~~-----------(U/~ 
QUO) ._I __ ___.I. DJ4,._l __ ___,6l20 January 2016 

(b ) (3) -P.L. 86- 36 

E\pproved for Release bv N SA on 05-03-201 6. FOIA Case-;::; 84304 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONL"l 
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UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONUl 

FOIA Cases: 79192A 
79195A 

M/R: (U) PARTIAL DENIAL AND FOLLOW-UP TO APPEAL LETTER 

(U) This letter is a follow-up to our letter of 3 February 2016 denying 
John Greenewald's appeals to our responses to FOIA cases 79192 and 79195. 
Mr. Greenewald had submitted those requests in September 2014 for 
Intellipedia entries on the "NEW AGE" and "PSYCHIC POWERS" categories, 
respectively. 

(U) Mr. Greenewald is a prolific FOIA requester on a variety of topics, to 
include several Intellipedia entry requests. On 26 March 2014, Mr. Greenewald 
submitted a FOIA request for Intellipedia entries on "REMOTE VIEWING". We 
conducted a search of all three levels of Intellipedia (UNCLASSIFIED, SECRET, 
and TOP SECRET), and located one responsive document (4 pages). This 
document was on the TOP SECRET level. We withheld information about 
internal URLs and contributor names and released the document to Mr. 
Greenewald, closing the case as a "Partial Denial" on 10 September 2014. 

(U) The "Remote viewing" document provided to Mr. Greenewald included 
a reference to two categories: Pseudoscience and Psychic powers. On 19 
September 2014, he requested the Pseudoscience category listing in FOIA case 
79194; we provided that document, after redactions, on 10 August 2015. 

(U) Also on 19 September 2014, Mr. Greenewald requested the "Psychic 
Powers" category listing (case 79195). He also requested the "New Age" category 
listing (case 79192); it appears that he had mistaken topic tags for categories . 
Note that the topic tags listed in the "Remote viewing" document are as follows 
(with his case numbers): 

New Age: case 79192 
Psychic powers: case 79195 
Parapsychology: case 79117 - closed NR 
Purported remote viewers 
Pseudoscience: case 79194 - closed PD 

(U) On 22 September 2014 I did a search of Intellipedia for pages titled 
"Psychic powers" and "New Age" instead of categories by these names. I had 
misread the submitted request. There were no results, so I closed both cases as 
"No records" on 29 September 2014. 

(U) Shortly after receipt of our "no records" response, Mr. Greenwald 
submitted appeals for both cases on 6 October 2014: Appeal ID 4057 for case 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USB ONLY 

E\pproved for Release bv r-~SA on 05-03-2016. FOIA Case-;:;. 84304 
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UNCLASSIFIED//POR OPPICIAL USE ONL"l 

79192 and Appeal ID 4058 for case 79195. 

FOIA Cases: 79192A 
79195A 

(U/.,t~OUO} On 7 October 2014, I received an informational email that 
cases 79192 and 79195 had been appealed by Mr. Greenewald. I read the 
appeals and quickly realized the mistake I made when I did the original queries 
(searching for pages by those names, not category listings). I queried 
Intellipedia for the "Psychic powers" and "New age" categories, and found one 
responsive document- on "Psychic powers". I sent an email on 7 October 2015 
td intb~ OGC explaining my original mistake and provided him 
with the results: a 1 page respopsive document for "Psychic powers" and a 1 
page document indicating "no results" forth~ "New age" category. 

(U) Mr. Greenewald's appeals were acknowledg~dinaletter<:Jated 8 
October2014. .. · (b )(3)-P . L . 86-36 

(U7'/FOUS) In 2015, t~~ re§pons~bilityfofhandling appeals was transf~rred from 
the OGC to DJ4 _ lprovtded DJ4 w1th a spreadsheet of appeal cases, whtch 
included a reference to my email of 7 October 2014. I provided a copy of that email to 
the appeals team in July 2015. 

(U) On 3 February 2016, NSA sent a letter to Mr. Greenewald, signed by the 
NSA Appeal Authority, upholding our original determination and denying his appeals. 

(U//FOUO) On 9 March 2016 while I was doing some research in ADMS 
(unrelated to these cases), I came across these cases. I was curious about their status, 
so I opened one and read the final appeal letter. I sent an email to DJ4 manjgemjnt 
and the appeals team explaining the original error, the correspondence with and 
the appeals team, and that we actually do have a responsive document. • 

(UHFOUO) After some discussion, DJ4 management decided we should do a 
follow-up response to Mr. Greenewald, indicating that we had upheld the appeal in error 
based on an administrative mistake. As such, we are not providing the document!to Mr. 
Greenewald via the traditional appeals process and he will not be given judicial ri.ghts. 

/' (b )(3) -P. L . 86 - 36 

(U) We provide Mr. Greenwald the responsive document for th~ ''Psythic powers" 
category listing. Also, as an indicator of a good faith attempt to lqcate the other category 
listing, we are providing the response page for the query OIJ "New a,ge'' category, which 
indicates that category does not exist. We inform him)haf certain information was 
deleted, citing the appropriate exemptions and §tatlites. We provide NSA appeal rights 
for the information we protected and we apolOgize for the. error . 

... -- - -· ············ 

(U/ /FOUO)L-1 ___ __,lDJ~2,....._1 __ _.,~129 March 2016 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONL¥ 

.. --~-·-----------
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FOIA Cases: 79192A 
79195A 

(U) Sharon Linkous, DJ4, L-1 __ __.h 29UMarch2016 u . m•u mu .. mu ... m.uHuu u (b ) (3) - P . L . 86-36 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICil'.tL USE ONI?f 
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From: 
Sent 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Importance: 

~SA-DJ4 · · USA· CTR 

I IANSA~bJ4LJSA ·~~~· ··· //· /·······/·/ 
Wednesday. May 27. 2015 11:01 AM 

I INsA-DJ4 usA CIV 
FW: (U) Appeals 

new age.pdf; psychic powers.pdf 

High 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED HFOR OFFICIAL USE O~~LY 

(U} See below 

······:::;::" ' 
(b)(3)-P.L . 86- 36 

..._______.I 

I 

(U) Please forward large files ~o ~; d;~pb~~ 
******************************** **** 
(JJ/TOIJO' ·······::::.::;;::"· 

(b) (3) -P . L . 86-36 

Document Review & Analysis Team (DRAT), DJ42 

,F,"dom oflofonnat;oo f'up,;"'Y Act Office 

(U.'ffOUO) 
************** ****************** **** 

(b ) (3)-P . L. 86-36 
--==~- ···· "········· ············· ~~~~~.:::~::::~c~~~~~----~~~-·· --··-----··--·. -- -·----

~~~~:~UeSday, octot;~~~j~~l~ss~~~~~ ······ ····· ······· ...... -- ---· .. //./ _// _/ -···· ... -· / .. 
To~ N5A"D28 USA OV; Blacker Cindy S NSA~pJ41 USA OV; Linkous Sharon C NSA-DJ42 USA OV 
Subject: RE: (U) Appeals -· 
Importance: High 

Classification: UNCLASsi~~~D/.f FOUo-

(U/;'FOUO) When I originally worked these cases, I misinterpreted the request to be for the pages on these topics and 
not the category listings. 

(U/IFOUO) See attached -I did a second search for the "New Age" and "Psychic Powers" categories for appeal 4057 and 
4058. The "new age" category does not exist. If you look at the responsive document in case 79192, you'll see that "New 
Age" isn't actually identified as a category, but it is in the path name of a file . 

(U/IFOUO) As for "psychic powers", I've attached the responsive document. 

(U//mUO) Let me know what else, if anything, you need from me. If you need me to scan these into ADMS and redact 
them, I wil l do so. Note that I am on leave starting tomorrow and will return on 20 October, so let me know asap. These 
should only take a few minutes. 

E\pproved for Release bv NSA on 05-03-20 16. FOIA Case ;.; 84304 
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(U) Please forward large files to my d~opbOx 

******************************** **** 
(U//FOUO) 
I I (b ) (3) - P . L . 86-

Document Review & Analysis Team, DJ42 

~Freedom oflnformation r t/Privacy Act Office 

· · (Uh'fOUOj 
*** ***************************** **** 

From :I NSA·DJ09mUSACfR mu 

~~~t: Tuesday, Oct~~g;S~~bSf! AM U .. ....... u····· u ~~~;~;lJ§i2i0; ~l g~~~;u~~~~;~ "~;~~J~lUSAOV; Linkous 
Sharon C NSA-DJ42 USA OV ................ · .... ·····-·····-·· ··-·····-·· ----. ··············· 
cc:l INsA~DJ09U DsA CTR;I 1NsA~6Jo9 usA CTR;I 1NsA-DJ09 usA CTR 
Subject: (U) Appeals ....._ __ __, 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED HFOR OFFICIAL USE O~~LY 

Cases: 

79192 (Appeal #4057) 

79195 (Appeal #4058) 

Have had appeals scanned into the system . 

~.....,--___ ____,, 
Case Processing Center ········ ······ ············· ... ·· ············ ····················· · 

L-

1 

D-J-4 -lco_n_l P-TF_S __ ___.I ·· .... ······· . . ... ······ ··············· ........ . 
.. ··················· ..... ·········•········· .. ···········•••• · ···· ··· ·· · ······ ·•• ···u ...... •···· ············ ·········· ·····ooo"" u 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIE DHFOR OFFICIAL USE OP<JLY 
================================ ====================== 
Classification : UNCLASSIFIED/ /F6tf6 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED //FOR OFFICIAL USE Ot~LY 

2 

(b) (3)-P .L. 86-
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Case Number: 79192 
User: I I 
Date: 03/29/2016 
Comment: (Uh'FOUO) Letterand MR written in case 79195 and copied into this 
one. Docs stamped and sealed. Response package placed into outgoing mail bin. 
Cases closed. · 

User: I I 
Date: 03/28/2016 ······... . 
Comment: (UHFOUO) Case reopened again. PerDJ4 management, we will 
finalize this and 79195 outside of the appeals process. praft letter provided 
to DJ4 management for consideration beforE:) adding it to th.e cases . 

User: I 
Date: 03/11/2016 
Comment: (UHFOUO) Case reopened. Search results pagE:J addedand redacted . 
Case re-closed . ··. ·· · 

User: l ~.oo ,.,...,.,........., .......... --____.!· 
Date: 02/d5/2d16 ··.... ·... ·. 
Comment: (U/fFOUO) OGC concurren~~ reCeived; Dave si~~~d on:4 Feb., plac~d 
in mail bin today. 

User: I I·· .. 
Date: ""o~1~/2~0"'1:':/2~0~16::----..... 
Comment: (UNFOUO) Forwarded to OGC for concurrence 

User: I lmm · 

g~~~en~:1114(G~~~UO) Appeal upheld; aggregatingwith79195f4058 ············ ...... ···· 

User: I , .................. ········ .. ······· ················ .. ·· ····· 
Date: 10/08/2014 ..... ·························· 
Comment: (UHFOUO) Appeal acknowledgment letter 

User: I I·· ...... ·· ······ .// 
Date: 1 O/o772o14 . /. 
Comment: (U/IFOUOr OGC Lit notifjed of appeal correspondence. VaHdated,./ 
#1 09 in appeals queue. · 

User: I ~·/··· 
Date: 09/29/2014 ./ 
Comment: (UHFOUO) Letter and MR copied into 79195. Letter printed and 
placed into outgoing mail bin. Cases closed. · 

User: Pamela N Phillips 
Date: 09/29/2014 
Comment: (U) Signed. 

User: I I····· 
Date: 09/28/2014 
Comment: (UHFOUO) Senior review completed. Work with 79195. Letter and 
MR in 79192. Will be copied to 79195 aftE:lr'signature. Forwarding for 
signature. 

User: I I 
Date: 09/28/2014 
Comment: (U//FOUO) Case picked up for senior review. 

Page 1 

pproved for Release bv NSA on 05-03-201 6. 
OIA Case -;;. 84304 
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Case Number: 79192 

User: I lum 
Date: 09/23/2014 
Comment: (U//FOUO) Aggregated with 79195 for No Records response . Letter 
and MR are in this case, and will be copied into 79195 upon signature. Case 
sent to approval queue. 

Page 2 

( b ) (3) -P . L. 86- 36 
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UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONI?l 

FOIA Cases: 79192 
79195 

MIR: (U) NO RECORDS- AGGREGATED RESPONSE TO REQUESTER 

(U) This letter responds to two of John Greenewald's FOIA requests of 
19 September 20 14 for Intellipedia entries on the following topics: 

• Case number 79192: Intellipedia entries on "NEW AGE" 
• Case number 79195: Intellipedia entries on "PSYCHIC POWERS" 

(UI/FOUO~ Mr. Greenwald is affiliated with "The Black Vault", and has 
numerous previous FOIA requests on a variety of topics in our system. For 
purposes of this request and based on previous case determinations, 
Mr. Greenewald is considered an "all other" requester. There are no assessable 
fees. 

(U I jFOUO) ACTS subject search indicates there are no previous 
requests from other requesters for these two topics. 

(U I I FOUO) A search for these two topics across all three levels of 
Intellipedia did not locate any documents. The total search time was 30 
minutes. 

(U) In our response letter, we inform Mr. Greenwald that his cases have 
been assigned case numbers 79192 and 79195. He is advised that for 
purposes of these requests he is considered an "all other" requester, and there 
are no assessible fees. We inform him that we conducted a thorough search of 
all three levels of Intellipedia (UNCLASSIFIED, SECRET, and TOP SECRET), 
and that there are no records responsive to his requests. We provide 
Mr. Greenwald with his appeal rights. 

(UI/FOUO)I LDJ42,1 l43 September 2014 
(U/ /FOUO) L-1 ---------JFDJ44,2§Septe~nber 20 14 

··· ·· ·- ... :·:::::·:::::··:: :: =: :::::: :::::: 

' ·· (b ) (3) -P.L. 86-36 

£\pproved for Release bv NSA on 05-03-20113. FOIA Case;:;. 8430f 

UNCLASSIFIED/ /FOR OFFICIAL USB ONI?l 
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Case Number: 79195 
User I ~ -
Date: 03/29/2016 
Comment: (U/iFOUO) Docs in both cases stamped and sealed . Copy of letter 
and MR placed into 79192. Response package placed into outgoing mail bin. Cases 
closed. ·. 

User: Sharon C. Linkous 
Date: 03/29/2016 
Comment: (U) Letter signed. 

User: I 
Date: 03/29/2016 ·· .. .. . ... 
Comment: (UIIFOUO) Appeals fOHoy.;-up letter and MR drafted anp sent to DJ4 
management for review. Will place a copyo{both into case 79192 upon 
s~n~u~. - · 

User: I I 
Date: 03/28/2016 
Comment: (U//FOUO) Case reopen~d again. Per DJ4 management, we yvill 
finalize th is and 79192 outside of the appeals process : Draft letter provided ·. 
to DJ4 management for consideration before adding it to the cases . 

User: I I 
Date· 03/10/2016 ············ ·················· ······ ···· 
Com~ent: (U//FOUO) Had case reo,ened because ther~m iS ~u r~~p~nsive u u u u Uuu. 
document. I had informed laboutiHnu0ct2014: Documentuaddedtoumm 
case and redacted today. Note that I only searched the TS level of lntellipedia 
for this category and the "new age" category because he indicated he found 
these on the responsive document for "remote viewing" (see case 77302). That ... · / 
document DOES reference the "psychic powers" category, but h~misinlerpreted / 
the term "new age" on that document. It does NOT indic:;ate a category -it's / / 
more of a "tag". · · .· 

User: L:l ==-:::-:-:::~-----AI · ·· / · 
g~~~en~:2105(3~~~UO) OGC concurrence rec~i~~~ ; Daye slg~~~ OJl4Feb; placed 

.. ·· 

in mailbin today. . .. / ·· /.·/ 

User: I I/ ... ·· 
Date: 1 0/08/20 14 .. · 
Comment: (UHFOUO) Appeal acknowledgmen.i letter mailed . 

User: I I //// 
Date: 10/07/2014 
Comment: (Uh'FOUO) OGC Litn6tified of appeal correspondence. Validated . 
#11 0 in appeals queue. 

User I 1/// 

Date: 09/29/2014 
Comment: (U//FOUO~ Letter and MR copied from 79192. Letter printed and 
placed into outgoing mail bin. Cases closed. 

User: Pamela N Phillips 

(3 ) -P . L . 

Date: 09/29/2014 
Comment: (U) Approved. pproved for Release bv NSA on 05-03-2016. FOIA 

ase ;:; 84304 
User: .___ _____ __..I 

Page 1 
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Case Number: 79195 

Date: 09/28/2014 
Comment: (U/iFOUO) Case picked up for senior review to work with 79192. 
Letter and MR both in 79192. Senior review completed. Case forwarded for 
signature. 

User: I l mm · 
Date: 09/23/2014 
Comment: (Ui,tFOUO) Aggregated with 79192. Letter and MR are in that case, 
and will be copied into this one upon signature. Forwarded to approval queue. 

Page 2 

(3)-P.L. 
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JOHN GREENEWALD 
 

 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY 
CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE 

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755-6000 

Case: 79192/Appeal: 4057 
79195/Appeal: 4058 

DATE 

This is a final response to your bNo pieces of correspondence, dated 
19 November 2014, appealing the National Security Agency/Central Security Service's 
(NSA/CSS) denial of your requests under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) for 
records relating to "NEW AGE", FOIA Case 79192 and "PSYCHIC POWERS", FOIA 
Case 79195 category listings within the "Remote Viewing" Intellipedia entry. Our 
denial was based on the fact that no records responsive to your requests were located. 
I have reviewed your requests, the Chief of the FOIA Office's response to you, and your 
letter of appeals. As a result of my review, I have determined that the searches were 
reasonable, and that the response to your requests wase-re correct and proper. 
Therefore, your appeals are denied. 

Because this response is a denial of your appeals , you are hereby advised of 
your right pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §552(a)(4)(B) to seek judicial review of my decision in 
the United States District Court in the district in which you reside, in which you have 
your principal place of business , in which the Agency records are situated (U.S. 
District Court of Maryland), or in the District of Columbia. 

Sincerely, 

DAVID J. SHERMAN 
Associate Director for Policy and Records 

Freedom of Information Act/ Privacy Act Appeal Authority 

E\ppmved for Release bv NSA on 05-03-2016. FOIA Case;:;. 8430) 
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Blacker Cindy S NSA-DJ4 USA av 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

I ~SA- 02 USA CN 
Monday, February 01, 2016 1:54 PM 

I R?A-DJ4 USA CN 
Cc: DL FOIA_Appeal (AL!f.S) DJ4 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

RE: (U) ACTION: For reyiew by 2 February 16 -draft response to appeals 4057 & 4058 
hrf_Appeal response.docx 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED1 /r"OUO 
================================ ====================== 

Thank yoQ)ust one minor edit. 

'---------~' Attorney 

Litigation Practice Group . 

IO!f;ce of the General Counsel T8) 
My DropBox 

From: I INSA-DJ4 USAOVm 
Sent: Wednesday, January 20, 2016 11:27 AM 
To: DL Foialegal (ALIAS) 028 
Cc: DL FOIA_Appeal (ALIAS) DJ4 .· 
Subject: (U) ACTION: For review by 2 February 16 - draft response to appeals 405?& 4058 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED h'FOR OFFICIAL ugE: Of~LY 

Dear OGC Colleagues: 

(U) For your review; suspense date 2 February. 

(U) Background: 2 requests aggregated into one response; lntellipec;lia topics : 

NEW AGE- Case 79192/Appeal4057 

PSYCHIC POWERS- Case 7~195/Appeal 4058 

Thanks, 

(U//~QUOJI b 
FOIA/PA Appeals Team, J4 

.--···· 

Freedom of lnformation/Privacv Act Office 
1// 
(U//FOUO) 

~----------------------------------~ 

(b ) (3 ) - P .L. 86- 36 
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PRIVACY SENSITIVE -Any misuse or unauthorized disclosure may result in disciplinary action 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED /tFOR: OFFICIAL USE O~~LY 

Classification : UNCLASSIFIED,l/FOUO 

2 




