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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
WASHINGTON, DC 20224

PrRIVACY, GOVERNMENTAL
LIAISON AND DISCLOSURE

July 5, 2017

John Greenwald, Jr.

This is an interim response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated
March 10, 2017, that we received on March 10, 2017.

You requested:

| respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all GLD
Sensitive Case Reports that were created by the IRS, from October 1, 2016
through to the date of processing this FOIA request.

Please include the original FOIA request and the GLD Sensitive Case Report filed
by the IRS, as responsive to this request.

Of the 425 pages located in response to your request, | am enclosing 425 pages in
electronic format. | am withholding 234 pages in part and 9 pages in full for the
following reason(s):

FOIA exemption (b)(3) requires us to withhold information that is specifically exempted
from disclosure by another law. The law supporting this exemption is Title 26 United
States Code section 6103.

FOIA exemption (b)(6) exempts from disclosure files that, if released, would clearly be
an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. These include medical, personnel, and
similar files. We base the determination to withhold on a balancing of interests between
the protection of an individual's right to privacy and the public’s right to access
government information.

The Supreme Court ruled that Congress intended the “similar files” provision to be
construed broadly, so that all information which applies to a particular individual
qualifies for consideration under exemption (b)(6).

The redacted portion(s) of each page are marked by the applicable FOIA exemptions.
This constitutes a partial denial of your request.









DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
WASHINGTON, DC 20224

PRIVACY, GOYERNMENTAL
LIAISON AND DISCLOSURE

July 5, 2017

John Greenwald, Jr.

On July 5, 2017, | mailed you an interim response to your Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA) request dated March 10, 2017, that we received on March 10, 2017.

In that response, | indicated | would provide the password and instructions to open the
CD/DVD that contain the responsive records.

To access the information on the CD/DVD, please follow the file extraction steps below:

1. Insert the media (CD/DVD).

2. Double click on the EXE on the media.

Click on BROWSE, and select the location for the file to be “extracted to” and
saved on your computer.

Click OK.

Enter the case sensitive passphrase: FOIAisF17069-0124.

Upon entering the passphrase correctly, the file will be extracted from the
CD/DVD to the designated location.

w

oo b

You may contact me, the FOIA Public Liaison, to discuss your request at:

600 Arch Street, Room 7214
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1611
(267) 941-6424

The FOIA Public Liaison responds to FOIA and Privacy Act requests for copies of
documents maintained by the IRS. There is no provision in either Act to resoive tax,
collection, or processing issues and our staff is not trained to answer questions
- regarding those issues. If you need assistance with tax related issues you may call the
IRS toll free number at 1-800-829-1040. '
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FOIA REQUEST

John Greenewald, Jr.
Owner/Founder
The Black Vault
hitp://www.theblackvault.com

Toll Free: (800) 456-2228
International: 1 (818) 655-0474

Fax: (818) 659-7688
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From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Sat Dec 31 00:23:27 2016 MST Page 2 of 2

To whom i1t may concern,

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status
as a "representative of the news media." I am a freelance television
producer often working on documentaries related to my FOIA requests,
my work is commonly featured throughout major news organizations,
and I freelance writer for news sites as well. Examples can be given, if
needed.

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to
john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD
via postal mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur
a charge.

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of a list
of all PREMIUM TRAVEL EXPENDITURES by your agency, during
the calendar year 2016. (if you are required to do by FY, I will accept
the FY of 2016 as well, but prefer calendar year, if possible.)

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward
to your response.

Sincerely,

John Greenewald, Jr.

FAX 1-818-659-7688

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 1273172016 2:24AM (GMT-05:00)
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TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:
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*“No. of Pages: 3

DATE: 1/6/2017

Dehise Higley, lead Tax Law Specialist
Aaron Edelman, Tax Law Specialist

IRS Disclosure |
P.0, Box 6215(%? Stop 211

Atlanta, GA (30362-3006)
Fak No.: (877) $07-9215

Transactional g ecords Access Clearinghouse .
Syite 360 ~ Third Floor

Newhouse [T | -
Syracuse University
Syracuse, New! York 3244-2100

F_bIA Requesﬁ

Dear Ms. Hi

gley and Mr. Edefg;lﬁlan:

Please a FOJA rkquest attachédé. Please acknowledge receipt and inform us when we can expect

to receive th

Plefse gontact us at

is dpta. Thank you.

15.443-3563 if vou have problems with this fax transmittal.

I ————_ R B

Syraq

d -
W\MSJ hitp:/itrac.syr.edu E-mall: trac@syr.adu

use NY: (315) 443-3568  Washington, D.C - (202) 518-0000  West Coast; (425) 746-6372
TRAC: 360 Newhouse |1, Syracuse. NY 13244-2100
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Transar.:tldnaﬂ Records Access Clearinghouse
Syracuse Mniversity

January 6, 2017

Dear FOIA ( fﬁc:kr,

Under the p Jvisions of the Fr Ei:x:lom of Information Act, we request a case-by-case listing of all
FOIA requests received by thc FOIA office from October 1, 2012 —~ December 31, 2016, with the
following data fields:
(a) Assi gned] reqizest tracking fuhnber
(b) Office (wheri;; multiple cotnponents)
(c) Date of r :que,ist

(d) Date request jhwas received!

(e) Track as ign{icd

(f) Date cloded (where closuré kas occurred at the time you process this request)

Please note you will be regul irly receiving requests for updated information on your FOJA
workload. Tjo the extent you have previously provided us complete information in the requested
format on aparticular closed L:ase it is not necessary to provide information on that case again.
However, iff you find it simplerto provide information on the status of every request received
during this {ime|period, this 1# certainly acceptable as well.

This listing|shotild be provxd&d as a C8V or other equivalent machine-readable text format that
retains the truc@re of the text in its original tabular form. [Equivalent formats, for example,
include Exdel, tab-delimited text, XML, fixed-column-width text. PDF files do not meet this
i since the tabulat structure of the text is stripped off from the original source when a
PDF format is dreated.] :
We request{that we be classi figd as a representative of the news media under the provisions of
the Freedom of Information Act, and as representatives of an educational institution, whose
purpose in 1ud¢s scholarly, Jcientaf” ic research. TRAC is a center jointly sponsored by the
Newhouse School of Public Fommumcatmns and the Whitman Management School at Syracuse
University, TRAC’s faculty jand staff carry out an active program of scholarly research,
publicatio and distribution uider the direction of its co- dlrectors,q
I - work focuses on the federal government and its day-to-day activities, including
agencies 1mplezﬁm their obligations under the Freedom of Information Act. For
more than two [decades, we have gathered information of interest to the public, transformed this

Web: hitpi//trac.syr.edu E-mall: trac@syr.edu
Washington, D.C.: (202) 518-9000 ext. 249  West Coast: (425) 746-6372
AC: 360 Newhouse 11, Syracuse, NY 13244-2100

Syracuse,

b
RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/706/2017 11:-U5AM (CMT-0E. 00N
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information utjlizing our editori:bl and research expertise into various works -- including
computerized knowledge bases and reports -- and actively distributed these works through a
variety of chagnels, including irough our two public websites: hitp://FOlAproject.org and
http://trac.syr.gdu. Our publications are widely used by other researchers, the news media,
government, and the public. Fot d sample of recent citations to our research and reports, see:

http://trac.syr.pdu/tracatwork/. |
I

We also requgst a| full waiver ni‘fees As you are aware, FOIA sets strict time limits for
responding to reqbests because timely receipt of the information that must be made public is a
cornerstone of haying an inforrhed citizenry. Thus, there is substantial public interest in
sugcess of an a$ency in meeting these timeliness goals. Indeed, because of their
ce, Congress rdquires each federal agency to compile and publish statistics on
\-::rncs and pending caseloads each year. However, by the time these FOIA reports
e public, thc)L are no longer timely. It is the purpose of this request to gather

e requisite data fo provide regularly updated FOIA monitoring reports on your

|

|
We look fo ard to receiving ﬂus information. Should you have any questions, or if we can be of
any assistange, please feel rreé to contact us. Thank you very much,

FOIA responge
are available
and analyze
agency.

Transactio
Suite 360
Newhouse | i
Syracuse Ui ‘xersﬂy |
Syracuse, New York 13244 i
315-443-3553
http://trac.syr.edu f
htIp:NFO]AJQrojlect.org |

I Records Access Clearinghouse

']
I

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01706/2017 11 -UEAM 70MT Ar  moms
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FOIA REQUEST

John Greenewald, Jr.
Owner/Founder
The Black Vault
hitp://www.theblackvault.com

Toll Free: (800) 456-2228
International: 1 (818) 655-0474

Fax: (818) 659-7688

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/10/72017 6:55PM (GMT-06:00)
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To whom it may concern,

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of
Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative of
the news media." | am a freelance television producer often working on
documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured
throughout major news organizations, and | freelance writer for news sites as
well. Examples can be given, if needed.

| prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to
john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal
mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge.

| respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all emails sent
to and from the Congressional Relations / Legislative Relations liaison officer of
your agency, which contain the word, "TRUMP." You can include only records
accessible with an electronic search, from the dates of October 17, 2016 to the
date of processing this request.

To the best of my knowledge, your current liaison officer in this office, would be:

Leonard Oursler National Director for Legislative Affairs
Internal Revenue Service

U.S. Department of the Treasury

1111 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room 3241
Washington, DC 20224

Tel: (202) 317-6985

Fax: (202) 317-4250

Email: legnard.t.oursler@irs.gov

| ask that if my information is incorrect, you include the current person who holds
this position.

| please ask that you include all emails sent to and from this officer, which contain
the above keyword.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/10/72017 6:55PM (GMT-06:00)
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In addition, | please ask that the response to this request be expedited and all
fees be waived. Public interest in the topic of our President is at an all time high. |
believe that this information, coupled with my unique situation of being able to
disseminate the responsive records to the public, for free, would justify this
request being expedited, and all fees being waived.

Thank you so much for your time, and | am very much looking forward to your
response.

Sincerely,

John Greenewald, Jr.

YOU CAN FAX RESPONSES AND DOCUMENTS TO: 1-818-659-7688

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/10/72017 6:55PM (GMT-06:00)
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January 13, 2017

Internal Revenue Service FOIA Request
HQ FOIA

Stop 211

PO Box 621506

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

Fax: 877-807-9215

Dear Disclosure Manager:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. | request that a copy of
the following documents be provided to me:

Any correspondence dating back to 2000 with Donald J. Trump, President-
Elect of the United States, or the signatory on any personal tax returns or
tax returns filed by The Trump Organization alerting him or the signatory
that an audit has been ordered by the IRS or that an audit has commenced
or that an audit has been completed of his personal income tax filings or
those submitted by The Trump Organization.

(Please note that I am not requesting copies of any tax returns. Only
correspondence orginating from the Internal Revenue Service.)

| do not wish to inspect the documents first. In order to determine my status for
the applicability of fees, you should know that | am an “Other” Requester
seeking information for personal yet non-commercial use. As proof of identity |
am including a photocopy of my driver’s license.

I am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $100. If you estimate
that the fees will exceed this limit, please inform me first.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/13/72017 11:32AM (GMT-05:00)
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January 11, 2017

Via FedEx INTERNAL REVENLIE 3ERVICE

Dete Se:- +-
Internal Revenue Service AN 13 2017
FOIA Requests .
traltzed Process
Headquarters Disclosure Office e m:u‘mmg ont

4800 Buford Highway — Stop 93 - A
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093

Re:  Freedom of Information Act Reguest

Dear Sir or Madam:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. This office
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client
we are seeking the following documents:

Note: The term FY as used in this FOIA request means Fiscal Year.

1.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of staff hours
allocated by IRS executives to the Accounts Management function to work taxpayer
correspondence and provide telephone assistance for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016.

2.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of staff hours
allocated by IRS executives to the Accounts Management function to work taxpayer
correspondence for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016.

3.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of staff hours
allocated by IRS executives to the Accounts Management function to provide telephone assistance
to taxpayers for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016.

4.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the amount of overtime hours
allocated by IRS executives to the Accounts Management function to work taxpayer
correspondence and provide telephone assistance for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016.

5.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that the IRS reduced taxpayer
correspondence for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016.

6.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting why the IRS reduced taxpayer
correspondence for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016.

]



7.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that the IRS reduced telephone
assistance to taxpayers for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016.

8.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting why the IRS reduced telephone
assistance to taxpayers for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016.

9.) Copies of any data reflecting that increased allocation of available staff hours to work
correspondence contributed to a lower level of telephone service to taxpayers for FY 2013, FY
2014, FY2015 and FY2016.

10.) Copies of any data reflecting that the IRS’s reductions in overtime for assistors on January 1,
2015 until after the filing season resulted in fewer hours worked by assistors to answer telephones
and work correspondence during the period when most taxpayers seek assistance for FY2015 and
FY2016.

11.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that continual reductions in
the number of staff that works taxpayer correspondence and provides telephone assistance
occurred for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016.

12.) Copies of any data reflecting that the amount of user fees to supplement taxpayer services
appropriations significantly decreased in FY 2015.

13.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that user fees can be used to
help meet telephone level of service goals for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY 2015 and FY 2016.

14.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that the amount of user fees
to supplement taxpayer services appropriations significantly decreased in FY 2015 which resulted
in less staff hours to work correspondence and provide telephone assistance to taxpayers.

15.) Copies of any data reflecting that the taxpayer service appropriation increased for FY 2013,
FY 2014, FY 2015 and FY 2016.

16.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that IRS management made
the decision to use more FY 2015 user fee funds to supplement the annual Operations Support
appropriation and less for Taxpayer Services.

17.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that IRS management made
the decision to use more FY 2016 user fee funds to supplement the annual Operations Support
appropriation and less for Taxpayer Services.

18.) Copies of any data reflecting that the overall staff hours allocated by IRS executives to answer
telephones and work taxpayer correspondence decreased by approximately 11% between FYs
2013 and 2015.



19.) Copies of any data reflecting that the telephone Level of Service set for FY 2015 is a 32
percentage point reduction when compared to the Level of Service set for FY 2013 and a 23
percentage point reduction compared to the Level of Service set for FY 2014,

20.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that IRS management
indicated that the number of calls answered per staff hour decreased as a result of the IRS directing
taxpayers to IRS.gov for refund inquiries and transcript requests in 2014.

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and
conspicuously indicated.

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s)
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such documents might otherwise
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or
individual.

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to this request. If you anticipate that the
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being advised thereof in advance of the
assembly of those records and the estimated charge in excess of $500, if any, for doing so. If the
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For
Efficient Government. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should
know that I am an “Other” Requester seeking information for non-commercial or personal use.

I request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within
ten (10) days of the submission of this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the
initial ten (10) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the
IRS.

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to:




As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my Idriver‘s license.

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13.8.4
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government

activity.

CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information

Request for Expedited Processing

to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG’s mission

See “Mission Statement,” http://www.cfegov.org/lhome/mission-statement/ (last

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American
public.

One of CFEG’s goals is to bring transparency to
government and to protect the American taxpayer and
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing
to their attention examples of government losses, such as
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud
problem.

CFEG’s mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S.
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their
attention examples of government losses through
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets,
resources and taxpayer money.

accessed January 11, 2017) (emphasis added).

CFEG is engaged in reporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government.
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the

public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity.

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). S U.S.C. §

552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states:

4

Waiver of Fees Requested



Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial
interest of the requestor.

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision ‘was added to FOIA ‘in an attempt to prevent
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests’
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes,
nonprofit public interest groups.” Better Gov’t Ass’n'v. Dep’t of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C.-
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312
(D.C. Cir. 2003). - :

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the
. information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service’s operations
or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the agency’s operations
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public’s understanding of
the Internal Revenue Service’s operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the
public’s understanding of the Internal Revenue Service’s operations or activities (the information
1s not already available to the general public).

II(A). Disclosure of the Requested. Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government

This FOIA requests records pertaining to the cost of long-term travel of IRS employees. The
requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the public
concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity.

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public’s
understanding of the IRS’s operations and activities with respect to the reduction in taxpayer
services consisting of working taxpayer correspondence and providing telephone assistance.

II(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters;
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS.
As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the reduction in taxpayer services consisting of

working taxpayer correspondence and providing telephone assistance.

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows:



1.

By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient
Government (“CFEG”), http://www.cfegov.org/lhome/. CFEG’s mission

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American
public.

One of CFEG’s goals is to bring transparency to
government and to- protect the American taxpayer and
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing
to their attention examples of government losses, such as
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud
problem.

CFEG’s mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S.
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their
attention examples of government losses through
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets,
resources and taxpayer money.

See “Mission Statement,” http://www.cfegov.org/lhome/mission-statement/ (last
accessed January 11, 2017) (emphasis added).

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing

issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been

- victimized can seek help.

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem.
CFEG’s website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the reduction in taxpayer
services consisting of working taxpayer correspondence and providing telephone
assistance.

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase
the public’s understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG’s
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with



ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency.

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost.
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating
government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the
dissemination of these materials.

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

I look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to
advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you.

Enclosure







Internal Revenue Service
FOIA Requests - CPU
4800 Buford Highway
Stop 93 - A

Chamblee, GA 30341
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Freedom of Information Act Officer
US Internal Revenue Service

January 17, 2017

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request

Dear Freedom of Information Act Officer:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act.

| request that a copy of the following documents be provided to me:

* all audio recordings of IRS Chairman John Koskinen, speaking with a
journalist or journalists, or speaking before an audience, which audio
recordings were made by or maintained by or are in in the custody of either
Chairman Koskinen and/or any member of the FTC media team and /or press
team.

I wish to exclude all audio of testimony to congress or any audio of any other
publicly available hearing.

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know thatTam a
representative of the news media affiliated with The Washington Examiner.

I am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $25. If you estimate that
the fees will exceed this limit, please inform me first.

I request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested
information to me is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute
significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the
government and is not primarily in my commercial interest.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.
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HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

350 Fifth Avenue HUMAN
34th Floor

New York, NY 101153299 RIGHTS
Tel; 2122904700

Fax: 212-736-1300 WATCH

Email: hrwnydhow.ong

www.hrw.org
Facsimile
To: IRS From: Human Rights Watch
Fax Number: 877-807-9215 Phone Number: IEIEIENEG
[of 1 Date: 1/18/2017
Re: FOIA Request
Pages: 11 (including cover) Expedited Processing Requested

If you experience any difficulties with this facsimile, please contact _at

R o hrw.org or [ Thank you.
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HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

HUMAN
RIGHTS
WATCH
IRS FOIA Request
HQ FOIA
Stop 211 HRW.org
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

Re: Freedom of Information Act request—cxpedited processing
sought

January 18, 2017
To Whom It May Concern:

Through this letter, Human Rights Watch (“HRW™) requests copics of
documents pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552.

We request these documents on an expedited basis; we also scek a public
interest foc waiver and news media fee status.

As explained below, our request concerns policy and other final or
working documents that relate to the ability of the Internal Revenue
Service (“IRS™) to obtain access to communications and related data that
the US government has acquired under 50 U.S.C. § 1881a (also known as
Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, “FISA™) or
Executive Order 12333 (“EO 123337), In the context of this request,
“related data,” also commonly known as “metadata,” refcrs to data that
describe a communication: for examplc, the date, time, and duration of a
iclcphone conversation, or the date, lime, sender, and recipients of an ¢-
mail. For our purposes, “related data™ also includes location data.

Below, we list our specilic requests, followed by an explanation of the
relevant laws, We also provide dctails regarding our requests for
expedited processing, a public interest {ec waiver, and news media fec
status.

I.  Requested records

Human Rights Watch respect{ully requests copies of the following
documents, preferably in electronic format and on a rolling basiy as the
IRS locates them:

1. Formal, final, or implemented legal opinions and determinations,
procedures, policies, training materials, and memoranda of agreement
that meaningfully discuss or address the IRS” authority to acquire or

PARIS . SAN FRANCISCO . SKO PAULO - SILICON VALLEY . STOCKMOLM . SYONEY: TOKYO. TORONTO . WASHINGTON - ZORICH

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX

0171872017 3:39PM (GMT-06:

@ooo2 /0011

00)



01/18/2017 4:39 PM FAX 2123567100 HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH @oo03/0011

collect communications or related data pursuant to Section 702 (50 U.S.C. §
1881a) or Executive Order 12333, including pursuant to a delegation of authority
by the National Security Agency/Central Security Service (“NSA™).
a. Please note that some materials may refer to Section 702 simply as the
“FISA Amendments Act” (or “FAA™), of which it was a part.

2. Formal, final, or implemented legal opinions and determinations, policies,
procedures, and training materials that meaningtully discuss or address the IRS’
authority to receive, disseminate, retain, query, or obtain authorization to query
communications or related data that other US government entities have obtained
pursuant to Section 702 or Executive Order 12333,

a. This request includes (but is not limited to) records meaningfully
discussing the the IR treatment of data accessible to or made available to
it through fusion centers, joint task forces, and databases.

3. Formal, final, or implemented legal opinions and determinations, procedures,
policies, training matcrials, and memoranda of agreement (with appendices where
applicable) concering the IRS" ability to request raw signals intelligence the NSA
has acquired pursuant 1o Exceutive Order 12333,

4. Formal, final, or implemented legal opinions and determinations, procedures,
policics, and training materials concerning the IRS’ treatment of communications
and related data belonging to United States persons that has been acquired
pursuant to Section 702 or Exceutive Order 12333,

5. Formal, final, or implemented legal opinions and determinations, policies,
procedurcs, and training materials that concemn any ability on the part of the IRS
to nominate targets for communications surveillance under Section 702 or
Executive Order 12333 1o the NSA or Federal Bureau of Investigation (“FBI™).

6. Formal, final, or implemented legal opinions and determinations, policies,
procedures, and training materials that concern the IRS treatment of attorney-
client communications or related data that the US government originally obtained
pursuant to Section 702 or Executive Order 12333,

7. Formal, final, or implemented legal opinions and determinations, as well as
policies, concerning whether information that falls within the scope of the IRS’
mission qualifies as “forcign intelligence™ or “foreign intelligence information™
for the purposes of the Forcign Intelligence Surveillance Act or Exceutive Order
12333,

8. Formal, final, or implemented legal opinions and determinations, policies,

proccdures, and training materials that concern the IRS’ ability to request
pretextual stops (potentially also known as “whisper™ or “wall"/“wall-

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX  01/18/2017 3:39PM (GMT-06:00)



0171872017 4:39 PM FAX 2123567100 HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH @oood/0011

off"/*walled-off” stops) of persons or vessels, or other forms of “parallel
construction™ or “parallel reconstruction.”™

9. Any reports or other conclusions of relevant Inspectors General concerning
activities of the nature described in (1)-(8) above.

. Background
a. Section 702 of the FISA Amendments Act

In 2005, the New York Times reported that the US executive branch had been monitoring
the international telephone and Internet communications of people in the United States,
based on an executive order and without obtaining judicial warrants.? Congress ultimately
responded to these revelations by adopting the FISA Amendments Act (“FAA™) of 2008,
which added a set of provisions to FISA.

One of these new provisions, Section 702, is now found at 50 U.8.C. § 1881a and
empowers the Attorney General and the Director of National Intelligence to authorize
surveillance that “target|s) persons reasonably believed 1o be located outside the United
States,” so long as a “significant purpose™ of the surveillance is to obtain “foreign
mtulh;,,c.ncc information.™ Elsewhere, FISA defines the latter term as including, among
other thinga, information related to “the conduct of the foreign affairs of the United
States.™

Scction 702 requires the Attorney General to adopt “targeting™ and “*minimization”
pmc:edurea that arc “rcasonably designed™ to provide certain protections to “United States
persons.” (The latter term includes US citizens, aliens lawfully admitted for permanent
residence, and certain corporations and unincorporated associations.’) The Forcign
Intclligence Surveillance Court must review these targeting and minimization procedurcs
annually; however, the Court does not authorize or approve any individual surveillance
targets.® The Olfice of the Director of National Intelligence has declassified and released
the 2015 minimization procedures for the NSA, FBI, Central Intelligence Agency, and
National Counterterrorism Center.’

' See John Shiffman and Kristina Cooke, “Exclusive: U.S, directs agents to cover up program used to
mvc:;ugmc Ameticans,” Reuterc Aug. 5, 2013, hitp://www.reuters com/article/us-dea-yod-
i 74 3
* James Risen and Eric Lmhtb!au, “Bush Lets U.S. Spy on Cfalk:rs Wzthout Courts,” N.Y. Twu_:. Dee. 16,
2005, available at jittp: 12/16/polit
courtys himl.
350 U.S.C. § 1881a(a), (2)(2)(v).
450 U.S.C. § 1801(e)2).
350 U.S.C. § 1801(i).
50 U.8.C. § 1881(a), (i)
7 See Office of the Director of National Intelligence, “Release of 2015 Section 702 Minimization
Pmcadurm " IC on the Record, Aug. 11, 2016
com/post/14 1049
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Following former Booz Allen Hamilton contractor Edward $nowden’s disclosure of
materials concerning NSA surveillance, the Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board
(“PCLOB"™) confirmed and described, in a publie report whose contents are entircly
unclassified, two types of surveillance activity the executive branch conducts pursuant to
Scction 702. Through the first of these two activitics, “PRISM collection,” the executive
branch “sends a selector, such as an email address, to a United States~based electronic
communications scrvice providet™; the provider is then “compelled to give the
communications sent to or from thal selector to the government.”™

Through the sccond Section 702 surveillance activity described by PCLOB, “upstream
collection,” the government compels communications companies to search the telephone
and Internct communications that flow over certain basic pieces of communications
infrastructure (including the circuits that are known as the “Internet backbone™).’

After the NSA or FBI has acquired data through Section 702 surveillance, these agencies
have the ability to “query” (i.e.. search) the data in a manner that is similar to searches an
Internet user conducts using a search engine, including by using terms such as “a key
word or phrase.™" Although individuals may only view unminimized data acquired
through Scction 702 surveillance if the government has authorized them to do so, the
relevant PCLOB report and other documents indicate that individuals without such
authorization may nevertheless query databases that contain Section 702 data, and that
these databases will indicate (in response to the query) that such data exists.'! The
individual conducting the scarch may then ask someone with the appropriate
authorization to reveal the Section 702 data itself.'? Applicable policies that have been
declassified permit elements of the Intelligence Community to query Section 702 data
using identificrs associated with United States persons under some circumstances.”'?

Where the dissemination of US domestic communications acquircd through Section 702
surveillance is concerned, the NSA’s minimization procedures allow the Agency to share
with “appropriatc Federal law enforcement authoritics™ any such communication that “is
reasonably believed 10 contain evidence of a crime that has been, is being, or is about to
be committed.”'* Meanwhile, the FBI’s minimization procedurcs generally grant the

# Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board, REPORT ON THE SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM OPERATED
PURSUANT TO SECTION 702 OF THE FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, SURVEILLANCE ACT (2014), p. 7
{heteinafter “PCLOB Report™).

" Id at pp. 35-37.

 Jd, a1 p. 55.

" Jd. at pp. 55-56.

"2 Id.; Memorandum Opinion and Qrder, Forcign Intelligence Surveillance Court, Nov. 6, 2015, pp. 28-29
(hercinafter “FISC Opinion™), This opinion has been declassified and released; sce Office of the
Dircctor of National Intelligence, “Releasc of Three Opinions Issued by the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Court,” IC on the Record, Apr. 19, 2016,

si/ficonthe Aumblr.com/post/ 143070924983 /release-of-three-opinions-issucd-by-the-foreign,

B PCLOB Report, supra n. 8, pp. 56-39; FISC Opinion, supra n. 12, pp. 26-27.

W *Minimization Procedures Used by the National Sceurity Agency in Connection With Acquisitions of
Foreign Intelligence Information Pursuant to Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act
of 1978, as Amended,” July 10, 2015, p. 12, available at

https://www.dni.gov/files/documents/201 SNS AMinimizatiopProcedures Redacted pdf.

4
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Bureau broad powers to disseminate “information that is assessed to be evidence of a
crime.”"

Section 702, along with othcr provisions of Title VII of the FAA, 1s scheduled to expire
on December 31, 2017 unless Congress renews it.'®

b, Executive Order 12333

Originally issued in 1981, EO 12333 governs United States intelligence activities and
was most recently amended in 2008.'7 It provides, inter alia, that the US Intelligence
Community must “collect information concerning, and conduct activities to protect
against ... international criminal drug activities.”'® The order also authorizes the
Intelligence Community to collect, retain, and disseminate “[ijnformation obtained in the
course of a lawful foreign intelligence” or “international drug” investigation, as well as
“[i]ncidentally obtained information that may indicale involvement in activitics that may
violate Federal, state, local, or foreign laws™; “information concerning persons who are
reasonably believed to be potential sources or contacts™; and “information necessary for

administrative purposes.”!?

On January 12, 2017, the Office of the Dircctor of National Intelligence publicly released
procedures permitting the NSA (o disscminate raw signals intelligence obtained pursuant
to EQ 12333—including communications of US persons—to other Intelligence
Community elements in some circumstances.”

III.  Request for expedited processing

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E) and 31 C.F.R. § 1.5(e), HRW seeks expedited
processing of this request.

There is a “compelling need” for the information we have requested, as HRW is
“primarily engaged in disseminating information™ and there is an urgent necd for the
organization to “inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government
activity™ in the area of surveillance practices (5 U.8.C. § 552(a)(6)(E)(v)(ii): 31 CF.R. §

1.5(e)(2)(1)).

18 wMinimization Procedures Used by the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Connection With Acquisitions
of Foreign Intelligence Information Pursuant to Scction 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act ol 1978, as Amended,” July 10, 2015, pp. 9, 20, 30-32.

16 FISA Amendments Act Reauthorization Act of 2012 (PL. 112-238), § 2.

17 Exccutive Order 12333 United States Intelligence Activities (as amended by Executive Orders 13284,

133535, and 13470), available at bttp:/fs.ore/irp/offdocs/ea/oo-1233 3w \

74 at § 1.4(b).

¥ d at§ 2.3(e), (), ().

¥ “procedures for the Availability or Dissemination of Raw Signals Intelligence Information by the

National Security Agency under Scction 2.3 of Executive Order 12333 (Raw SIGINT Availability

Procedures),” undated, available at iwww.dni files mgnts/i aw jdelineg-nex

anproved-redacted pdf.
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a. lluman Rights Watch is primarily engaged in disseminating information

Human Rights Watch is a nonprofit organization comprised of human rights professionals
who engage in extensive fact-tinding and reporting on human rights conditions in the
United States and clsewhcere, providing original factual information and analyses to the

US and global public and to media outlets. Where the practices of the United States’
I'ederal and state governments are concerned, for example, HRW has investigated and
reported on interrogation techniques allegedly used by the Central Intelligence Agency,
the impact of US surveillance on journalists and attorneys, consequences of the
criminalization of the possession of drugs for personal use, and deportations for drug
offenses.?!

HRW's fact-finding work rcgularly forms the basis of reports by print, broadcast, and
Internet media.” The organization also disscminatcs original reports and other factual
content to the public, including through its website, www hrw.org, which receives
approximately 15 million unique visitors per year.

JIRW therefore meets the statutory definition of a “representative of the news media”™ as
an “entity that gathers information of potential interest to a segment of the public, uses its
editorial skills to turn the raw materials into a distinct work, and distributes that work to
an audienee.” § U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii); see also Nat'l Sec. Archive v. Dep't of Def,
880 F.2d 1381, 1387 (D.C. Cir. 1989). The Department of Homeland Security recognized
HRW as a representative of the news media when responding to a Freedom of
Information Act request in 2008 (reference number DHS/OS/PRIV 08-832 PoKempner
request).

b. There is an urgent need to inform the public concerning actual or alleged
Federal Government surveillance activity

As noted above, Section 702 of FISA is scheduled to expire on December 31, 2017,
unless Congress renews it. Particularly following the Snowden disclosures that began in

2l Laum Pitter, “US: Ex-Dctainces Dcm.nbc Umcported CIA Torturc,“ QOct. 3, 2016,

2 For tecent examples, see Spencer Ackerman, »Tunisian men detail CIA black site torture involving
clectrie chair and more,” GUARDIAN, Oct. 3, 2016, ittps://www.thepnardian com/us-news/2016/0ct/03/cia~
torturc-clectric-chair-black-site: Megan Jula & Julia Preston, “Delayed Care Faulted in Immigrants® Deaths
at Dctcnuon Ccmcrs“" N.Y. TimEs, July 7. 20[6 p.-Al3, avaxlabl¢ at

1l

ggnmrs,hm; Chm(ophcr Ingraham, “Pohce arrest more people for ma.ruuana use than for all violent
crlmeﬁ ~ combincd,” WA:-.u POST, Oct, 12, 2016,

ews/wonk/wp/2016/10/1

_bgn—fm-gll-vwlcm-cumumbmgﬂ(
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June 2013, there has been intense media and public interest, as well as reporting by
government-appointed panels, concerning programs conducted under this authority.??
Multiple books have been published, and feature-length films created, that address
Scetion 702 and/or other US government surveillance topics.* In May 2015, the United
States Senate held a public hearing concerning the FAA (which includes Section 702),
and two legislative amendments have previously been introduced in the House of
Representatives with the intention of restricting the querying of Section 702 data.® This
interest in actual or alleged federal government activities conducted pursuant to Section
702 is likely to intensify as the legislation’s sunset deadling approuchm and Congress is
torced to decide whether to re-authorize this controversial provision. The public therefore
urgently requires the information Human Rights Watch is seeking regarding the federal
government’s interpretation of Section 702 (and related policies and procedures) and its
trcatment of data acquired under this legal authority.

EQO 12333 also continues to be the subject of public controversy and debate. Documents
disclosed by Snowden that allegedly describe programs the United States operates
pursuant to this Executive Order have been the subject of extensive media reporting, 28
Additionally, whistlcblower John Napier Tye has repeatedly raised public concerns about
the federal government’s use of this authority in media outlets.?” As mentioned above, on

* Sce, c.g., PCLOB Reporl, supra n. 8; President’s Review Group on Intelligence and Communications
Technologics, LIBERT'Y AND BECURITY IN A CIIANGING WORLD (2013), available at

https:/iwww.whitchouse zov/sites/defiault/iles/does/2013-12-12 o final report.pdf: Timothy B. Lee,

“H¢m 8 everythmg we know about PRISM to date,” WASIL POS'I’, Jum 12 201 3,
/ { 7

p. A30 available at hit //www ;
surveillance=role=report-shows,html; Matk Hosenball & Dustin Volz, “Ynhoo cmall scan icll under foreign

spy law — sources,” RRUTERS, Oct. 6, 2016, hilp://www.ceuters.com 1152
IUSKONT252NR,

* 8ee, e.g., Charlie Savage, POWER WARS (2015); Glenn Greenwald, NO PLACE TO HIDE (2014); PBS
Frontline, UNITED STATES OF $SECRETS {two-part broadeast series, dir. Michael Kirk) (2014),

"Awdco rcccxrdmg of the hcm‘mg, is available at httng; fwww g-spun, one/video/T40933.5- 1 /senates
n. Regarding thc legislative amendments, see Office

t..
of Representative Zoe Lof'ycn, “House o Vow on Amendmv::nt to Shut Survmllancc. Baukdoom" (prcss
release), June 15, 2016, https:/Noferen house gov/news/documentsingl
* See, e.g., Burton Gellman & Ashkan $nlt:mi “NSA surveillance progmm reachcs ‘into thc past‘ to
rcmcvc. replay phom: sall.s. WASIL POST, Mnr 18, 2014,

m«rgﬁ;xgvgwrgp Hy= pbgnc-ugr!!;[ggmﬁmﬁg{ggﬁggétig:-gggﬂ-llg3-§425-7§§51¢2319ﬂ9 ,‘tmﬂ.h’,tm James

Ball, “NSA collects mxllwm of te:xt mmsagm dmly in ‘antargeted’ g!obal :,wgc:p." GUARDMN sz 16,
14/jan/1 1

wmwﬂ-ﬂghﬂm Bm«m G¢llman & Ashkan Soltani, “NSA infiltrates links to Yahoo, Google data
centers worldwide, Snowden docurnents say,” WASH, PosT, Oct. 30, 2013,
s://www, washingtonpost.eom/wotld/national-security/nsa~-infiltrutey-links-to-vahoo-goople-data-
i . b ( w4 1

d89d714caddd_story,html.

27 John Napier Tye, “Meet Exceutive Order 12333: The Reagan rule that lcts the NSA spy on Americans,”
WASH, POsT, July 18, 2014, gm;:,//www wmzlggngmnnmt com/npmmm/mcc&-cxcwt:vc-ordcr~12333-th¢-
h 1

, §
d0deR0767f02 storv.himl: John Napier Tye, “Wc C:m‘( Trust Trump Wlth Today’s NSA " SLATE, Now. 2,
2016,
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January 12, 2017, the government publicly released procedures concerning the NSA's
dissemination of data obtained through EO 12333 to other US intelligence agencies; these
procedures led to an expression of concern by the Amcrican Civil Libertics Union.?

The publicly available procedures concerning Section 702 and EO 12333 explicitly
contemplate the acquisition and dissemination of US persons’ communications and
related data, as well as attorney-client communications.?® As explained above, EO 12333
also expressly authorizes the Intelligence Community (of which the Department of the
Treasury is a member) to collect intelligence information as part of an “international
drug” investigation or “foreign intelligence™ investigation, while the PCLOB report on
Scction 702 and other publicly available government materials confirm that Section 702
data may be quericd or disseminated in connection with criminal inquiries. Additionally,
documenis previously relcased by the Drug Enforcement Admimstration acknowledge
the practice of using “parallel construction™ or “parallel reconstruction” to prevent the
disclosure of Intelligence Community sources and methods in court.™ The requests we
have made are therefore of a type that concern actual or alleged Federal government
activity.

Thus, there is an urgent need for the public to be as fully informed as possible concerning
the government’s activities pursuant o these two major surveillance authoritics.

1,* certify that this demonstration of compelling need is truc and
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

IV.  Request for public interest fee waiver

HRW requests that the IRS search for, review, duplicate, and furnish any documents
responsive to this submission without charge, as the “disclosure of the information is in
the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding
of the operations or activitics of the government and is not primarily in the commercial
interest of the requester™ (5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)iil); 31 C.F.R. § 1.7(d)(1)). HRW is a
non-profit organization and has no commercial interest in the IRS” response to this
request for documents. Additionally, the disclosure of the information concerned is
“likely to contribute significantly to public understanding” of the IRS" operations or
activities, as demonstrated below.

a. The request concerns the IRS’ operations or activities

http: sl m/articl nology/future Lense 'we can _t trust trump with an Bt

ml
3 Charlie Savape, “NL.S.A. Gets More Latitude (o Share Intercepted Communications.” N.Y. TIMES, Jun.

12, 2017, p. A11, available at https:/www.nytimes.com/2017/01/1 2/ug/politics/nsa~gets=morg-latitudesto-

share-imcrccptgd-commm;lﬁons,hlml? r-0.

* See supra nn, 14-15, 20,

o gee Mu.;krock “DFA teaches agents to n:c:rcalr.: |:v1dmcv: chain to hldc mcthnds.,“ Fcb 3, 2014, available
rchives/20 . and associated

docummt:, avml&ble al I. Jiwww documentc! - Sive-
menty. himl#document/p9.
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HRW’s request concerns docurnents pertaining to federal government surveillance
activities conducted pursuant to two specific legal authorities: Section 702 of FISA and
EQ 12333, These authoritics cxplicitly authorize or otherwise contemplate the US federal
government’s use of surveillance in the circumstances described therein. EO 12333, in
particular, describes and anticipates the surveillance role of the Department of the
Treasury.!

b, The disclosure of the records sought would be meaningfully informative about
these operations or activities

Through this request, HRW secks legal analyscs, policics, procedurcs, and training
materials. Just as such foundational rules or guidance would presumably be intended to
provide meaningful information about the activitics in question o IRS personnel, it
would equally provide meaninglul information {o the public about the nature and
processes of these activities as well as applicable himits and safeguards.

¢.  The disclosure would contribute significantly to the general public's
understanding of the subject in question

As deseribed above, the US” surveillance practices have generated prolonged and
widespread interest on the part of the public, particularly following Snowden’s disclosure
of materials in 2013,

The disclosurcs HRW seeks concern foundational legal interpretations, policies, rules,
guidance, and instructions that (insofar as they exist) presumably establish the paramcters
and operations of, as well as safeguards applying to, the relevant US surveillance
programs. The disclosure of such foundational materials would cnable the public to
ascertain the extent and nature of the IRS” relationship with these surveillance
activities—a matter regarding which the public currently possesses liule, if any,
unambiguous and detailed information.

HRW disseminates information widely to other members of the media and to the general
public (scc above); information disclosed in responsc to this request would therefore
contribute significantly to the public’s understanding of the matter in question.

V. Request for news media fee status

HRW also requests an exemption from scarch fees, and a waiver of other fees that might
otherwise apply, as a member ol the news media (5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)AD)-(11I); cf.
31 C.F.R. § 1.7(a)(3)); see Part IIl(a) abovce for an explanation of our status as a
representative of the news media.

L

YBO 12333, supra n, 16, §§ 1.7(1), 1.9,
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Responses should be addressed to;

Human Rights Watch
350 Fifth Ave., 34" FI.
New York, NY 10018

The addressee may also be contacted by e~-mail at -r by telephonc at

(212) 290-4700.

Singerel]

10

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX  01/18/2017 3:39PM (GMT-06:00)



Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation

Société Radio-Canada

CBC € Radio-Canada

INTERNAL

January 9, 2017 REVENUE g

| Deta Soryice ERViCE
IRS FOIA Request

HQ FOIA JAN 18 2017

Stop 211 Centraizeqg

PO Box 621506 Atantn, gy, P U

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

Dear SirMadam, |

Under the terms of jhe Freedom of Information Act, | would like to request access to the following records:

“All records, including reports and briefing notes, concerning the transfer of banking information records
from the Canada Revenue Agency or financial institutions located in Canada under the terms of FATCA or
the intergovernmental agreement between Canada and the United States. This request includes any
records about what is being done with the information but does not include individual banking records or
individual tax files."

| am a senior joumnalist with the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC). Any news stories resulting
from the records will be published online as well as broadcast on radio and television.

| am willing to pay fees up to $25. Please advise me if the fee estimate exceeds that amount.
However, since my. request is in the public interest and will help citizens in both Canada and the U.S.
better understand the operations government and of the new information sharing agreement, | am asking for

expedited pracessing of my request and for fees 1o be waived.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. | can be reached by e-mail at,

che.cz S 0secs.com or by phone at NI

Sincerely, it

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation

CBGC 0875 B-1 (02/87)
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LAW OFFICES

LERMAN SENTER PpLLC
SUITE 400
2001 L STREET, NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20036
Telephone: (202) 429-8970
Facsimile: (202) 293-7783

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL FORM
DATE: /‘Q ﬁ/f 7

RECIPIENT: *OWJ/ 2
mﬂ_ﬁ 1:‘7( @EMM%Wéf’% P

OS5 Leia K
OFFICE PHONE: /{)&Of’/

FACSIMILE PHONE: 2, TP S0 TR E

SENDER:  wa
coNTACT pERSON: —movero: [ N

REFERENCE NUMBER:
THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS ,:“"6' PAGES, INCLUDING THE COVER PAGE. PLEASE
NOTIFY THE CONTACT PERSON SHOULD YOU HAVE ANY PROBLEMS WITH THIS TRANSMISSION.

A hard copy will follow by: A hard copy will not follow

Overnight delivery
Mail
Courier

——

Note: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed and may contain
information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from disclosure under applicable law, If the reader of this
message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication is strictly prohibited, If you have rcecived this communication in error, please notify us immediately by
telephone and retarn the original message to us at the above address via the U.S. Postal Service. Thank You.
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LERMAN
SENTER

PLLC

WASHINGTON, DC -

January 18, 2017

Via Qvernight Service and Facsimile (877-807-9215)

Director, Office of Governmental Liaison
and Disclosure

IRS FOIA Request

Headquarters Disclosure Office

CL:GLD:D

1111 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20224

Re:  Freedom of Information Act Request for Documents and Communications by
or between the Office of the National Taxpayer Advocate and Members of
Congress that Refer and/or Relate to Tax Administration in the United States

Dear Disclosure Officer:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 (“FOIA™), and the Internal
Revenue Service (“IRS™) FOIA Regulations promulgated thereunder, 26 C.E.R. Part 601.702, et
seq., we request certain documents and communications by, between or among the National
Taxpayer Advocate and her immediate senior executive staff in the Office of the National
Taxpayer Advocate, Members of Congress or their representatives and consumer advocacy
groups referring and/or relating to legislative policy recommendations on the tax administration
system in the United States, as specified below.

With respect to the documents and communications relating and/or referring to legislative
policy recommendations on tax administration, this FOIA request seeks documents and
communications from January 1, 2015 through the present. Also, for purposes of this request,
the term “document” should be defined broadly, and includes but is not limited to emails,
memoranda, reports, notes, plans, meeting agendas, charts, data, presentations and analyses. The
documents being requested are related to the following subjects:

1. All documents reflecting communications between or among the Office of the
National Taxpayer Advocate (including but not limited to communications
involving National Taxpayer Advocate Nina Olson and her immediate senior
executive staff) and any of the following Members of Congress or their staff

2001 L STREET NW, SUITE 400 | WASHINGTON, DC 20036
TEL 202.429.8970 | FAX 202.293.7783 | WWW.LERMANSENTER.COM
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Director, Office of Governmental Liaison

I__ S l and Disclosure

January 18, 2017
Page 2

representatives regarding and/or relating to legislative policy recommendations on
the tax administration system in the United States.

. Senator Ron Wyden of Oregon

. Senator Charles Schumer of New York

. Senator Bill Nelson of Florida

* Sepator Sherrod Brown of Ohio

J Senator Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut
. Senator Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts
“ Senator Patrick Leahy of Vermont

. Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont

. Senator Cory Booker of New Jersey

. Senator Richard Durbin of Tllinois

. Senator Al Franken of Minnesota
. Senator Edward Markey of Massachusetts

s Senator Shsldon Whitehouse of Rhiode Tsland

. Senator Tom Udall of New Mexico
. Senator Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin
L Congressman Sander Levin of Michigan
2. For purposes of clarity, this FOIA request does not seek any document or

communication referring and/or relating to any individual taxpayer’s case.
Rather, this FOIA request only seeks those communications by, between or
among the Office of the National Taxpayer Advocate or her immediate senior
executive staff and Members of Congress and their staff representatives regarding
legislative policy recommendations being made by the Office of the National
Taxpayer Advocate. Furthermore, this FOIA request does not seek any publicly
disseminated document, communication or report prepared and distributed by the
Office of the National Taxpayer Advocate. Rather, this FOIA request secks

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX  01/23/2017 1:04PM (GMT-05:00)
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4 Director, Office of Governmental Liaison
L } and Disclosure '
S January 18, 2017
Page 3

particularized documents and communications by, between or among the National
Taxpayer Advocate and her immediate senior staff and the specified Members of
Congress listed above in Paragraph 1 regarding legislative policy
recommendations.

3 All documents reflecting communications by, between or among the Office of the
National Taxpayer Advocate (including but not limited to National Taxpayer
Advocate Nina Olson and her immediate senior staff) and the Consumer
Federation of America (“*CFA”), the National Consumer Law Center (“NCLC”),
the Community Reinvestment Association of North Carolina (“CRA-NC”), the
Center for Responsible Lending (“CRL”), the Neighborhood Economic
Development Advocacy Project (“NEDAP”), or the Center for Financial Services
Innovation (“CFSI”) that pertain to the Internal Revenue Code and the American
tax administration system, Again, this FOIA request does not seek any publicly
disseminated document, communication or report prepared and distributed by
consumer advocacy groups listed in this Paragraph.

If IRS regards any of the documents subject to this FOIA request as potentially exempt
from disclosure under the FOIA, IRS nonetheless should exercise its discretion to disclose them.,

We also request that IRS produce copies of responsive documents in their entirety,
including all attachments. In the event IRS determines that a document contains material or
information that falls within a statutory exemption to mandatory disclosure, please review such
material or information for possible discretionary disclosure. Furthermore, Section 522(b) of
FOIA provides that if some parts of a file are exempt from release, “reasonably segregable”
portions of the nonexempt material should be provided. Therefore, if IRS determines that some
of the information requested is exempt from disclosure, please provide a copy of each of the
nonexempt documents and portions of documents.

We request that IRS confirm in writing when IRS has determined that all documents
responsive to this request, or portions thereof, have been furnished or specifically identified and
denied under claim of authority pursuant to Section 552(b) of FOIA. In the event IRS
determines that IRS does not have any documents responsive to this request, or portions thereof,
please confirm this in writing as well.

As IRS is aware, courts have ruled that agencies refusing to release documents requested
pursuant to FOIA must prepare and release indexes of the documents withheld. Therefore, if
IRS determines that part or all of any document requested herein is exempt from release, please
provide an index of the documents IRS has elected to withhold. Each such index must: (a) be
contained in one document and be complete in itself; (b) adequately describe each withheld
document or deletion from a released document; (c) state the exemption claimed for each
withholding or deletion; (d) explain in detail why the exermption is relevant; and (&) be specific
enough to permit a reasoned judgment as to whether the material is actually exempt under
FOIA. Furthermore, in the event of a withholding, please separately state IRS’s reasons for not

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX  01/23/2017 1:04PM (GMT-05:00)
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and Disclosure
January 18, 2017

I_S Director, Office of Governmental Liaison
Page 4

exercising IRS’s discretionary powers under FOIA to release in the public interest (for example,
to increase competition and expand current technology) any material IRS may deem to be
exempt.

For purposes of fee category, this request is a commercial use request. We agree to pay
all reasonable search, review and duplication costs incurred in connection with this request up to
$5,000. Please notify me at (202) 416-6744 if you determine that such costs will exceed $5,000
as we are likely to authorize such expenditures.

‘We anticipate that IRS will adhere to the time limitations set forth in Section
552(a)(6)(A) of FOIA and 26 C.F.R. § 601.702, Please contact me as soon as possible if you
have any questions about this request or need further information in order to provide a timely
response. In the event that this request should be directed to another office, such as the IRS

Headquarters Office, please forward it to the proper office and notify me of such transfer.

Meccipt of this letter by sending an email to me at

Thaok you in advance for your prompt consideration of this request.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX  01/23/2017 1:04PM (GMT-05:00)
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Ij

INSTITUTE FOR JUSTICE

January 23, 2017
Via Fax

IRS FOIA Request

HQ FOIA

Stop 211

PO Box 621506

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
Fax: 877-807-9215

To Whom It May Concern:

Under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, I write to request, on behalf of
the Institute for Justice, records pertaining to the IRS’s review of structuring-related
petitions for remission or mitigation.

As described in the attached letter from IRS Commissioner John Koskinen to Members
of the House Ways & Means Subcommittee on Oversight, the IRS cooperated with the
Department of Justice to send notice letters to individuals who had property forfeited
based on alleged violations of the structuring laws. See Exhibit B. The notice letters
invited individuals to submit petitions for remission or mitigation seeking the return of
their forfeited property.

For June 10, 2016 through today, I am requesting emails, correspondence, memoranda, or
other documents concerning petitions for remission or mitigation seeking return of
property forfeited based on alleged violations of the structuring laws, including but not
limited to:

e Any documents concerning the number of such petitions submitted to either the
IRS or DOJ;

* Any documents concerning the IRS or DOJ’s review of such petitions;

s Any documents concerning the number of such petitions granted, denied, or
otherwise resolved by the IRS or DOJ;

¢ Any communications with the Department of Justice, Members of Congress,
journalists, or others concerning such petitions;

ARLINGTON AUSTIN BELLEVUE CHICAGO MlaMi MINNEAPOLIS  TEMPE

901 N. Glebe Road, Svite 900 Arlingron, VA 22203 17081 682-9320 (703) 682-9321 Fax
general@ijorg  wowijorg
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e Any documents concerning the number of such petitions still awaiting a decision
from the IRS or DOJ.

If any information is exempt from disclosure it should be considered severable from the

other information requested. Additionally, if any information is exempt please include a
Vaughn Index with the denial.

The Institute for Justice is a non-profit, public-interest law firm. The information will not
be used for commercial purposes.

Additionally, 1J requests a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested
information is in the public interest and is likely to contribute significantly to the public
understanding of the operations or activities of the government. See Exhibit A (fee waiver
request).

If there is a cost associated with this request and it is greater than $50, please contact me
with an estimate.

Thank you in advance for your help with this matter. I can be reached at
Electronic copies of the data are preferred and can be sent to Hard

copies of documents can be sent to:

Institute for Justice
901 N Glebe Road
Suite 900

Arlington, VA 22203

Regards,

Attorney
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Exhibit A: Fee waiver request

1J requests a fee waiver because “disclosure of the information is in the public interest
because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or
activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial interest of the
requester” (see 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4(A)({ii)).

Regarding the four criteria for eligibility of a fee waiver pursuant to Judicial Watch, Inc.
v. DOJ, 365 F.3d 1108, 1126 (D.C. Cir. 2004):

(1) The requested information consists of records of the IRS’s operations and
activities that were generated and maintained by the IRS, not third-party records.

(2) The requested documents will provide meaningful information about the IRS’s
review of structuring-related petitions for remission or mitigation. Disclosure will
reveal crucial information about the operations and activities of the IRS in
considering and deciding such petitions.

(3) Disclosure of the requested information will contribute to public understanding of
the IRS’s review of structuring-related petitions for remission or mitigation. 1J
plans to use the requested information to generate articles, blog posts, and/or press
releases that will inform the public and news media about this topic.

IJ has expertise in this area and the ability to disseminate this information to the
public. IJ has already produced research reports, blog posts, articles, op-eds, press
releases, and other materials about structuring-related forfeitures and petitions for
remission or mitigation.

(4) Disclosure of this information will contribute significantly to public
understanding of the IRS’s review of structuring-related petitions for remission or
mitigation because (a) the information requested has not previously been fully
disclosed to the public, and (b) 1J plans to analyze and summarize the information
and use its editorial skills to produce articles, blog posts, and/or press releases on
the topic.

Disclosure of this information is not in 1J’s commercial interest because, as explained in
our request, 1J is not a commercial entity, and is instead a 501(¢)(3) nonprofit
organization. IJ distributes its materials to the media and the public at no charge.

If you require any additional information to make your determination please feel free to
contact us.
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Exhibit B:
Letter from IRS Commissioner Koskinen
To Members of the House Ways & Means Oversight Subcommittee
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20224

COMMISSIONER

June 10, 2016

The Honorable Peter Roskam The Honorable John Lewis

Chairman Ranking Member

Committee on Ways and Means Committee on Ways and Means
Subcommittee on Oversight Subcommittee on Oversight

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr, Chairman and Ranking Member Lewis.

Thank you for the opportunity on May 25, 2016, to appear before the Committee
on Ways and Means Subcommittee on Oversight and testify on seizure and
forfeiture activities involving legal source structuring. | am writing to update you
and the Subcommittee on our planned actions.

We are taking steps toward addressing the concerns of the Subcommittee. First,
as we stated in the hearing, we have reviewed 76 investigations in which assets
were seized prior to our October 17, 2014 policy change. | have enclosed a
breakdown of these cases.

Second, we intend to send notice to persons or entities that had property seized
relating to structuring activity between October 1, 2009 and the date of our policy
change. This notice will advise the persons or entities that they may be entitled to
a return of their property through the petition for remission or mitigation process.
We have identified over 700 investigations for which we will mail these notices. If
an investigation was referred for prosecution or the property owner has already
received a full return of property, a notice will not be sent.

Our notices will be tailored depending on whether the forfeiture was an
administrative forfeiture or a civil judicial forfeiture. Once a petition is received as
a result of these notices, we will either make a determination in administrative
forfeiture cases or make a recommendation to the Department of Justice in civil
judicial forfeiture cases. For administrative cases, any property owner who
participates in this process to seek a return of their funds or property qualifies by
establishing that the underlying funds came from a legal source and there is no
evidence the petitioning property owner engaged in structuring to conceal other
criminal activity, such as tax evasion, money laundering, or other crimes.
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We expect to mail the notices pertaining to administrative forfeiture cases this

week. We plan to mail letters relating to civil judicial forfeitures by June 17, 2016,

pending a follow-up meeting with the Department of Justice. We also will post
information on our website, IRS.gov, advising the public of this process.

Finally, | note that during the hearing the attorney from the Institute for Justice
testified that from the years 2007 to 2013 the IRS took $43 million from 618
people. We conducted a review of the FOIA information provided to the Institute
for Justice and we were unable to reconcile either the amount or the number of
people to the Institute for Justice's numbers. However, we are confident that the
approximately 700 investigations we identified represent the universe of persons
entitled to notices under the process described above.

| ask that you please share this letter with all of the members in the
Subcommittee. If you have any questions, please contact me or a member of
your staff may contact Leonard Oursler, Director, Legislative Affairs, at

Smcerely,
Al QQM

ohn A. Koskinen

Enclosure

#107 P.OO06
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Summary of Seizure Investigations Prior to October 2014 Policy

Pre-Policy Seizure Investigations | Legal Source lllegal Source
Reviewed (76)

Total Investigations Seized Pre- 32 22

Policy Not Yet Forfeited

Total Petitions Decided On After | 16 g 6

Policy

Total 48 28
Disposition Investigation Count

Return to Owner/Victim 17

Recommendation made to the 16
Department of Justice

Proceed with Forfeiture- : 35
Referred for Prosecution
Petitions-Withdrawn, Denied, 8

Partially Returned to Owner or
Transferred to Other Federal
Agency

Total 76
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IRSFOIA Request Atianta, Ga

HQ FOIA

Stop 211

PO Box 621506

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

sandary 20, 2017

To Whom It May Concern:
This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. | hereby request the following records:
## Background ###

The Central California Darknet Strike Force is an inter-agency task force dedicated to combating the use of dark web
marketplaces and digital currency to disiribute narcotics and launder money.

fiffit Request ###

All guidelines, presentations, policy statements, meinoranda, and briefs held about or concerning the Central
California Darknet Strike Force, from January I1st 2016 to the date of this request.

] aun requesting operational documents, and not investigative files,

In vrder to help to determine my status to assess tees, you should know that I am a journalist writing for
Matherboard, VICE's technology and science site, and that this request is being made as part of news gathering,

-

I he requested documents will be made avalhbu. tw e general pubiic, and this request is not being made for
commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, | would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of
fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically. by e-mail anachment if available or CD-ROM
if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I !ook FOrwald 10 recuwnb your |<.sponse o
this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

o L

=z
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Filed via MuckRock.com _ )

E-mail (Preferred): 37142 40059828@1equests muckrock:com " © T R B R I LV vy

gy R% BV v J‘ e L1 o R N S T T Ti 7
For mailed responses please address (see note):
MuckRock , SR
DEPT MR132442 47 "
411A nghland Ave
Somerville, MAﬁOQ 14
PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock by the
above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly addressed (i.e.,
with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests might be returned as

undeliverable. -
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Under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552, as amended), | request
that copies of the following documents be mailed to me:

Written communication (such as letters and emails) between President Donald J. Trump and the
IRS describing (or at least hinting at) his business dealings within the dates of January 21st
2015 and January 20th 2017. in order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you

should know that [

Request for “news media” status: Should | receive the information requested, my intent is to
release it to my friend who works as a writer for the The lthaca Journal. If's my firm belief that
the disclosure of this information would “contribute significantly to public understanding of the
operations or activities of the government.”

| am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $35. If you estimate that the fees will
exceed this limit, please inform me first.

Best,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/28/2017 9:45PM (GMT-05:00)
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© 01/28/2017 6:44 PM (b)6) | + 18778079215

To view a High Resolution & Color copy of this fax:

1. Go to www.hellofax.com/HighRes

2. Enter Access Code: _

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/28/2017 9:45PM (GMT-05:00)



January 26, 2017

Dats NﬁsERWCE
IRS FOIA Request
HQ FOIA JAN 31 2017
Stop 211 m":;:rho Unit

PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

To whom it may concern:

This is a request for a copy of each FOIA request received at the
IRS for copies of Donald J. Trump'’s tax return information.

Please note that | am not requesting any tax return information
whatsoever, but rather copies of FOIA requests. Under the law,
third party FOIA requests are public information.

“This is a noncommercial individual request. I agree to pay up
to $28 for applicable fees, if necessary. I swear under penalty
of perjury that this request is not for any commercial purpose.

Sincerely,
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&hye New fJork Times
620 EIGHTH AVENUE
NEW YORK, NY. 10018

January 31,2017

I.R.S. FOIA Officer:
FAX 877-807-9215

I'his is a request under the Freedom of Information Act.

I am seeking copies of all LLR.S. documents that rclate to the handling of
Presidential tax rcturns, including but not limited to the procedures for
storing tax returns in a safe in the commissioner's oflice per information
released via FOIA 04-2007-00325.

Please contact me at _c.n‘ (bxe) | if you have any
questions. T am willing to pay applicable fees for processing. Please notify
me if the cost exceeds $50. Il possible please send any findings
electronically.

Thank you in advance for your consideration, and | look forward (o hearing
from you soon,

Reporter
The New York Times

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX  01/31/2017 3:45PM (GMT-05:00)
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L January 30,2017
Founded April a2, 1897
An independent, member-supported
goile)(a) nonprafit media organization
. . INTE

IRS FOIA Request - FNAL REVENUE gemyce
HQ FOIA oviee
Stop 211 | FEB 03 2017
PO Box 621506 Convakean
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 | Atianis, ap 8 UMt

" Dear Sir or Madam:

We are writing on behalf of the Forward, a New York-based newspaper
and news website, and Haaretz, an Israeli newspaper and news website,
to request any and all public records in the IRS’ possession between
January 1, 2010 and the present that address or discuss the tax exempt
status of not-for-profit organizations devoting significant sums to Israeli
settlement activities in the Israeli-occupied WestBank. . . __
As part of this request, We are also seeking any and all public records in
the IRS’s possession that address or discuss the tax exempt status of
501c3 organizations or foundations devoting significant sums to
supporting and/or developing a permanent Israeli Jewish presence in
East Jerusalem, i.e,, the sectors of that city annexed by Israel following
the 1967 Six Day War.

As per details set out below, we are requesting expedited processing for
this request as it is a matter of current exigency to the American public
that requires a speedy response, and we are ourselves are journalists
whose exclusive intent in seeking this information is to disseminate as
widely as possible through our respective news outlets.

This request should be understood to include both tax-exempt groups
that use their funds directly to support Israeli West Bank settlements
and Israeli Jewish settlement in East Jerusalem, and tax exempt groups
that send their funds to Israeli organizations whose primary activities
are devoted to this purpose. My request is for any documents, records

The Forward Association, Inc.
FORWARD « DUIVIRD

125 Maiden Lane, 8th floor, New York, N.Y, 10038-5015
forward.com e yiddish.forward.com

~agTirn



or communiqués in the possession of the IRS that challenge, debate or
discuss the charitable status of these organizations.

We additionally are requesting any and all IRS public records that
address or discuss the tax deductibility of donations given to tax exempt
organizations that support these activities.

The public records we seek include but are not limited toany records
that discuss the tax-exempt statusand/or the tax deductibility of
donations made to the following organizations:

1) The Jerusalem Reclamation Project, also known as American Friends
of Ateret Cohanim.

2) Friends of Ir David Inc.

3) Hebron Fund Inc.

4) American Friends of Bet El Yeshiva Center.

5) American Friends of Ariel University Inc.

6) American Friends of Ariel Inc.

7) Ariel Center for Policy Research.

8) Ariel American Friends Midrasha and United Israel Institutions Ltd.

9) The Maaleh Adumim Foundation.

10) The Gush Etzion Foundation.

11) Christian Friends of Israeli Communities.

12) Friends of Gush Katif.

13) The Western Wall Heritage Foundation.

14) The Efrat Development Foundation USA.

© 15) One Israel Fund, Ltd.

16) The Central Fund of Israel

17) American Friends of Yeshiva High School of Kiryat Arba Inc.

18) Friends of Yeshivat Nir Kiryat Arba.

19) Friends of Ulpan L-Banot Kiryat Arba Inc.

20) American Friends of the Everest Foundation.

21) The Irving I. Moskowitz Foundation.

22) The Cherna Moskowitz Foundation.

23) Donor advised funds, such as the New York-based Jewish
Communal Fund, in the context of money they direct to charitable
activities operating on the West Bank or in East Jerusalem.

24) The Jewish National Fund -Keren Kayemeth Lelsrael, Inc.



These records should also include but not be limited to:

1) Communications IRS agencies and offices have had among each
other on the tax exempt status of groups devoting significant
sums to Israeli settlement activities in the Israeli-occupied West
Bank, or to the development of a long-term Israeli Jewish
presence in East Jerusalem—whether directly or through their
donations to groups that support such settlement activities.

2) Communications with other federal agencies outside the IRS on
the tax exempt status of groups devoting significant sums to
supportinglsraeli settlement activities in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank or to the development of a long-term Israeli Jewish
presence in East Jerusalem—whether directly or through such
group’sown donations to Israeli entities.

3) Communications IRS agencies have had with the public on the tax
exempt status of groups devoting significant sums to
supportinglsraeli settlement activities in the Israeli-occupied
West Bank or to the development of a long-term Israeli Jewish
presence in East Jerusalem—whether directly or through such
group’sown donations to Israeli entities.

4) Communications IRS agencies have had with Jewish communal
organizations on the tax exempt status of groups devoting
significant sums to supportinglsraeli settlement activities in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank or to the development of a long-term
Israeli Jewish presence in East Jerusalem—whether directly or
through such group’sown donations to Israeli entities.

5) Communications IRS agencies have had with non-Jewish
organizations and individuals on the tax exempt status of groups
devoting significant sums to supportinglsraeli settlement
activities in the Israeli-occupied West Bank or to the development
of a long-term Israeli Jewish presence in East Jerusalem—whether
directly or through such group’sown donations to Israeli entities.

6) Communications IRS agencies have had with members of
Congress or congressional staff on the tax exempt status of groups
devoting significant sums to supportinglsraeli settlement
activities in the Israeli-occupied West Bank or to the development
of a long-term Israeli Jewish presence in East Jerusalem—whether
directly or through such group’sown donations to Israeli entities.



7) Communications IRS agencies have had with the White House on
the subject of the tax exempt status of charitable status of groups
devoting significant sums to supportinglsraeli settlement
activities in the Israeli-occupied West Bank or to the development
of a long-term Israeli Jewish presence in East Jerusalem—whether
directly or through such group’sown donations to Israeli entities.

8) Communications IRS agencies have had with officials of the state
or government of Israel on the tax exempt status or 501c3 groups
devoting significant sums to supportinglsraeli settlement
activities in the Israeli-occupied West Bank or to the development
of a long-term Israeli Jewish presence in East Jerusalem—whether
directly or through such group’sown donations to Israeli entities.

9) Communications IRS agencies have had with government officials
of any other nations on the tax exempt status or 501c3 groups
devoting significant sums to supportinglsraeli settlement
activities in the [sraeli-occupied West Bank or to the development
of a long-term Israeli Jewish presence in East Jerusalem—whether
directly or through such group’sown donations to Israeli entities.

10) Communications IRS agencies have had with officials or
legislators at the state, county or municipal level within the
United States on the tax exempt status or 501c3 groups devoting
significant sums to supportinglsraeli settlement activities in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank or to the development of a long-term
Israeli Jewish presence in East Jerusalem—whether directly or
through such group’sown donations to Israeli entities.

Timing

Pursuant to Section 89(3) of the Public Officers Law, we expect a
response within five (5) business days of your receipt of this request.
Appreciating the volume and complexity of this request, please release
information responding to thisrequest on a rolling basis.

Definitions

“Records”

For purposes of this request, “records” shall include but not be limited
to any telephone messages, voice-mail messages, hand-written notes,



emails, text messages, computerfiles, paper files, plans, reports,
statements, memoranda, opinions, folders, papers,communications as
defined below, and any other records as defined by Section 86 of the
PublicOfficers Law. :

Records shall also include but not be l:imited to paper records, electronic
records,audiotapes, videotapes, photographs, and back-up tapes.

“Communications”
\

For purposes of this request, "commuhications" shall include but not be
limited to any relevant correspondences, instructions, agreements,
emails, telephone messages, voice mall messages,text messages, instant
message or chat logs, daily agendas, calendars information about
scheduled meetings and/or dlscu551oqs, whether in-person or over the
telephone or via videoconference, and agendas for those meetings
and/or discussions. Also any d'iscussicfm of participants included in
thosemeetings and/or discussions, minutes of any such meetings
and/or discussions, the topicsdiscusséd at those meetings and/or
discussions, emails regarding meetinés and/or discussions,email,
facsimiles, cables, text messages, instant message or chat logs, or
communications sent asa result of those meetings and/or discussions,
transcripts or notes of any such meetings and Jordiscussions to the
‘extent they relate to the requested information—and any other
communications as understood by thel common usage of the term.

|
Format and Exemptions/Redactions

We request to receive all information responsive to our request in
searchable electronic format, whenev:er possible. Electronic records
should be produced in their unlocked nativeformat with all original
metadata and original filenames. Pleasle keep email families together; an
email and all of its attachments should be produced so long as at least
any part of it—whether email or attaclhment—is responsive to our

request. |

When searching emails, please search all folders, including inbox,
subject matter folders, sent items, archived items, and deleted items.
Please produce all metadata fields for emails, includingBCC and all




others. Paper records should be scanned and produced as searchable
PDF files.

If the IRS determines that any of the records, files or documents we are
requesting contain information that exempt them from disclosure under
FOIA laws or regulations, we request that the IRS release the record, file
or document in question with the exempt information redactedrather
than withhold the entire document.

Please deliver the records by email to the following addresses:

If this request is denied in whole or in{part, please identify the
appropriate appellateauthority and justify all specific deletions by
reference to exemptions in the _statute;. In addition, do not redact any
non-responsive information from any'records; we request the complete
copies of any records with any responisive information.

Request for Fee Waivers

As members of the news media seekmg documents that will contribute
to public understanding of the operatlons or activities of the
government, we are requesting fee wz-'uvers for all costs related to
processing this request and searchmg! for the documents, records and
files requested all costs related to reviewing these documents, records
and files for release to us, and all costs related to copying these
documents, records and files. We are, moreover, requesting processing
of this request on an expedited basis fpr the reasons set out below:

|
The Forward and Haaretz, on whose behalf we are making this request,
are longstanding, well-established daily news outlets online and in
print. The Forward is moreover incorporated as a 501¢3 non-for-profit
public charity with a mission to “to strengthen engagement with Jewish
ideas and communities through a Varilety of media, and in public
events.” It was founded in 1897 and has been publishing continuously
since then. In addition to its daily on- -line outlet, the Forward continues
to publish a weekly print edition.




|

|

|
As described in its not-for-profit missi!on statement to the IRS, the
Forward carries out its mission “by publishing commentary on current
issues and the arts, in English and Yiddish that meet the highest
standards of public service in journalism and cultural expression. It
furthers this mission through partnerships and collaborations that

engage deeply w1th the history, range and variety of the American
Jewish experience.” |

Haaretz is a well known, long establis}hed daily newspaper and on-line
news outlet based in Israel that publishes both an international edition

in English and an Israeli edition in Hebrew.
|

The Forward’s website is viewable at:

http://forward.com ‘

Haaretz's website is viewable at:
http://www.haaretz.com/

The fees related to this request should be waived because the records,
documents and files we are requestlng deal with an issue of
longstanding public interest and debate in the news media, among
members of the public and among publlc officials.

U.S. policy, as enunciated over many yf‘aars by senior government
officials, including the president and the secretary of state, regards as
“illegitimate” Jewish settlements established by the State of Israel. (See
for example, the statement by U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations
Susan Rice in U.N. Security Council on IFebruary 18, 2011; President
Obama’s statement on this issue in hisjaddress to the Muslim world in
Cairo on June 4, 2009, and Secretary of State John Kerry’s public
statement to Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas on
November 6, 2013. !

On December 23, 2016, moreover, the|U.N. Security Council passed
Resolution 2334, which reaffirmed previous council resolutions in
stating that Israel’s Jewish settlements on the occupied West Bank have
“no legal validity” and constitute a “flagrant violation” under



:t
|
|

international law. The United States apstained on this vote, allowing it

to pass. |

i‘
In a policy speech on December 28, 2016, explaining the U.S. decision
not to veto the resolution, Secretary of State John Kerry emphasized,
“It’s important to note that every United States administration,
Republican and Democratic, has opposed settlements as contrary to the

prospects for peace.” |

|

He also noted, “It is the permanent policy of settlement construction
that risks making peace impossible. And virtually every country in the
world other than Israel opposes settle%ments."

He added: “In 1978, the State Departm:ent Legal Adviser advised the
Congress on his conclusion that Israel’:s government, the Israeli
Government’s program of estabhshmg civilian settlements in the
occupied territory is inconsistent w1th international law, an”d we see no
change since then to affect that fundamental conclusion.

|

The IRS has nevertheless continued to| grant tax-exempt status to
organizations devoted to supporting Israel s decades-long project of
establishing, sustaining and expandmg exclusively Jewish settlements in
the occupied West Bank and sectors of Jerusalem that it captured during
the 1967 Six Day War. This has, in turn, prompted vigorous public
debate over many years regarding this IRS policy. Examples of this
debate may be seen in the article, “Tax-Exempt Funds Aid Settlements in
West Bank,” published in the New York Times on July 5, 2010.The
Washington Post has also published stories on this issue, such as one by
David Ignatius on March 26, 2009, entitled, “How a U.S. Tax Deduction
Aids Israeli Settlement.” The Forward itself has published a number of
articles examining this issue, such as, “Should U.S. Block Charity Aid to
Israeli Settlers?” on November 4, 2014,

Many public officials and members of‘iche public have also debated and
raised questions about how the IRS has developed its policy on this
issue. Currently, IRS policy on this matter is also the subject of a lawsuit,
Aziz vs. United States Department ofth"e Treasury, filed on December 16,

2015. ‘

i
s
|
|
|



The documents we hope to obtain from this request will therefore

inarguably "contribute significantly to public understanding of the

operations or activities of the government" on this topic of public .
|

As established news media outlets wh;ose readers have a keen interest
in this topic, we moreover intend to disseminate our findings derived
from the files, records and documents we obtain to the general public.
This dissemination will be in the form' of multiple news articles for
maximum exposure. This, too, meets a primary requirement set out in
statute and regulation for waiving fees connected to the IRS’s search,
review of and copying of these documents, and for processing this
request on an expedited basis. i

|
We therefore request that all these fees be waived; as per statute and
IRS guidelines, and that they be processed on an expedited basis.
Please call us with any questions you Lave about this request or for any
discussion you would like to have about it, at [N

I

Sincerely,

The Forward

Haaretz




The documents we hope to obtain from this request will therefore
inarguably "contribute significantly to public understanding of the
operations or activities of the government” on this topic of public.

As established news media outlets whose readers have a keen interest
in this topic, we moreover intend to disseminate our findings derived
from the files, records and documents/we obtain to the general public.
This dissemination will be in the form of multiple news articles for
maximum exposure. This, too, meets a primary requirement set out in
statute and regulation for waiving fees connected to the IRS's search,
review of and copying of these documents, and for processing this
request on an expedited basis.
|
We therefore request that all these feés be waived, as per statute and
IRS guidelines, and that they be processed on an expedited basis.

|
Please call us with any questions you have about this request or for any
discussion you would like to have about it, at ﬁ

|

Sincerely,
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MAYER*BROWN

Mayar Drown LLP
1221 Avenue of the Amaricas
Now York, New York 10020-1001

Main phone: -+1 212 506 2500
Main lax: +1 212 262 1810
wwrw.maysibrawiLLum

Facsimile cover sheet

Date: February 3, 2017

Total pages: 12 (including cover sheel)

Ta: Company: TFax: Telephone:
IRS Disclosure Officer HQ FOIA R77-807-9215

THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS
ADDRESSED AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM
DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED
RECIPIENT, OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING THE MESSAGE TO THE
INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION OR
COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS
COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE AND RETURN THE
ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS BY MAIL. THANK YOU.

IF YOU HAVE ANY TRANSMISSION DIFFICULTY,
PLEASE CONTACT THE FACSIMILE DEPARTMENT AT +1 212 506 2707

Mayer Brown LLP operatos in combination with other Mayer Brown entitics {the "Mayer Brown Practices"), which have
offices in North America, Europe and Asia and are associated wilh Tauil & Chequer Advogados, a Brazilian law
partnership.

MTSSACGE:
Disclosure Qfhcer:

Please accept this Freedom of Inlermualion Act ("TOTA") request for copies of records with respect to certain itermal
procedures and operations of the Internul Revenue Scrvice as deseribed herein.

If you have any questions or concerning involving this request, please contact me at -

Repards
i1l 3

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX  02/03/2017 1:15PM (GMT-05:00)
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MAYER- BR.OWN

Mayer Brown LLIY
1221 Avenue of (ha Americas
New York, Mew York 100201001

Main Tel 11212 506 2600
Main Fax +1212 262 1910
Fehruury 3 a 2017 wiaw mayerbrown.com

IRS FOJA Request

HQ FOIA

Stop 211

PO Box 621506

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

Re: [FOIA Request

Dcar Disclosure Officer:

irshant to the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA™), 5 U.S.C. § 552, the undersigned,
of Mayer Brown LLP, hereby requests copies of records (as that term is used n 5
U.S.C. § 552(N(2)) with respeet to eertain internal procedures and operations of the Internal
Revenue Scrvice (“IRS,” an "agency” under 5 U.S.C. § 552(£)(1)) as described below.

On January 31, 2017, the IRS Large Business and International division (“"LB&T”)
released a document titled “IRS Announces Tmitial Rollout of Large Business and International
Campaigns” (attached as Appendix A) announcing the identification and sclection of 13 audit
campaigns. As desenibed in the document, “[t]hese campaigns were identified through LB&I]
exlensive data analysis, suggestions from RS comphance employees and feedback [rom the tax
community.”

This request relates to records: (1) concerning the IRS’s identification and sclection of
the 13 audit campaigns sct lorth i the document titled “IRS Announces Initial Rollont of |Large
Business and International Campaigns,” released on January 31, 2017; and (2) identified m the
document “IRS Announces [nitial Rollout of Large Business and International Campaigns,”
rcleasced on January 31, 2017

The undersigned requests the [ollowing:

l. All documents setting forth the “dala analys|c]s, suggestions [fom IRS
compliance employces and [cedback from the tax community” identified in
LB&Ts documnent titled “IRS Amnounces nitial Rollout of Large Business and
International Campaigns,” released on January 31, 2017,

2. All documents related to [.B&T's “strategy to identifv taxpayers impacted by” the
“Domestic Production Aclivitics Deduction, Multi-Chamnel Video Program
Istributors (MVPDs) and TV Broadeasters™ campaign identified in 1.H&s
document titled “IRS Announces Initial Rollout of Large Business and

Mayer Brown LLI* operates o cumbinalion with other Mayer Drown entitics (Ihe "Mayer Brown Praclices”], which have officos in North Amenca,
Europe and A An drg assaciated with Tavil & Choquer Advogados, a Braslian faw partnarship,
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Mayecr Brown LLP

I'OIA Request
February 3, 20
Page 2

17

Inlemational Campaigns,” released on January 31, 2017. For your reference,
Kathy Robbins is identified as the Lead [xecutive for (his campaign; however,
this request is not limited (o documents in custody ol this individual.

All training materials, or other documents related to LB&I’s “training strategy”
for the “Mijcro-Captive Insurance Campaign” identificd in LB&I's document
titled “IRS Announces Initial Rollout of Targe Business and Internalional
Campaigns,” released on Januwary 31, 2017, For your reference, Gloria Sullivan is
identificd as the Lead Executive for this campaign; however, this request s not
limited to documents in custody of this individual.

All training, materials, or other documents related to LB&TDs “training strategy”
for the “Basket I'ransactions Campaipgn” identified in LB&I’s document tilled
“IRS Announces Initial Rollout of |arge Business and International Campaipns,”
released on January 31, 2017, For your relcrence, Gloria Sullivan is identified as
the Lead Executive for this campuign; however, this request is not limited to
documents in custody of this individual.

All documents related to the “technical content.. .that will aid revenue agents™ [or
the “8 Corporation Losscs Claimed in HExcess of Basis Campaign” identificd in
I.HB&TD s document titled “IRS Amnounces Initial Rollout of Targe Business and
Inicrnational Campaigns,” released on January 31, 2017, For your reference,
Holly Paz is identified as (e Lead Dxecutive for this campaign; however, (s
request 1s not limited to documents in custody of this individual.

All training matenials, technical content that will aid revenue agents, or other
documents that were developed or will be uged by IRS employecs in the
“Repatriation Campaign™ identilied in LB&I's document litled “IRS Announces
Initial Rollout of Targe Business and International Campaipns,” released on
January 31, 2017, For your reference, John Hindling is identified as the Lead
FExecutive for this campaign; however, this request is not hmited to documents in
custody of this individual. :

All training materials, or other documents related to LB&T s “comprehensive
(raining strategy” for the “Inbound Distributor Campaign® identified in T.B&Ts
document titled “IRS Announces Initial RoHout of Large Business and
Intermational Campaigns,” released on January 31, 2017. For your relerence,
Sharon Porter is identified as the Lead Executive for this campaipn; however, this
request is not limited to documents in custody of this individual,

AMPCURRERT 723044410 5 08 vl 17 17 47
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Mayer Brown LLP

FOTA Request
Febroary 3, 2017
Page 3

The undersigned requests that IRS provide copies of the records referenced above in
paper lorm.

In accordance with the IRS Statement of Procedural Rules at 26 C.ILR. §
601.702(c)(4)(i1), 1 agree to pay anv and all search and duplication fees up to a limit of
$1,000.00. If you expect such search and duplication costs to cxcced this amount, please contact
me. Otherwise, please send copies of the records (which 1 do not wish to inspect [irst) to me at
the following address:

Maycer Brown LLP
1221 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10020-1001

Should you determine that any portion of the records or information requested 1s exempl
from disclosure under the provisions of FOIA, plcase supply me with a copy of the portion
considered non-excmpl. In addition, Lo the cxtent that access is denied 1o any part of the
requested records, please provide me with an index and detailed description of the deleted and/or
withhcld matcrials (including information regarding (he sender, all recipients, the number of
pages, and the subject matler of such matcrials), and a statement of the statutory ground(s) for
withholding each such record and/or portion(s) of record,

Enclosed 1s a pholocopy of my New York driver's license (atlached as Appendix B),
which cstablishes my identity,

Under penaltics of perjury, | attest that [ am a commercial-use requester as defined in 26
C.F.R. § 601.702(H)(3)(11)(A) and | am not requesting a [cc waiver,

In accordance with 5 U.8.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(1) and the provisions of FOIA, [ will be
looking forward to receiving u veply within twenty (20) business days directed 1o me al the above
address. 1T you have any questions concerning this request, please do not hesitate 1o contact me at

AMLUCURRLENT 773044410 5 03-Feh 171247
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Jan. 31, 2017
IRS Announces Initial Rollout of Large Business and International Campaigns

The IRS Large Business and International division has announced the identification and
selection of 13 campaigns. This is a significant milestone for LB&I in the campaign
effort. LB&] is moving toward issue-based examinations and a compliance campaign
process in which the organization decides which compliance issues that present risk
require a response in the form of one or multiple treatment streams to achieve
compliance objectives. This approach makes use of IRS knowledge and deploys the
right resources to address those issues

The campaigns are the culmination of an extensive effort to redefine large business
compliance work and build a supportive infrastructure inside LB&Il. Campaign
development requires strategic planning and deployment of resources, training and
tools, metrics and feedback. LB&I is investing the time and resources necessary to build
well-run and well-planned compliance campaigns.

These campaigns were identified through LB&I extensive data analysis, suggestions
from IRS compliance employees and feedback from the tax community. LB&I's goal is
to improve return selection, identify issues representing a risk of non-compliance, and
make the greatest use of limited resources.
As part of this effort, LB&l leaders will continue discussion with the tax community to
assist with work on these areas to best meet the needs of the taxpayers as well as tax
administration. These discussions will also help in determining additional areas for
future campaigns.
The 13 campaigns selected for this initial rollout are:
» IRC 48C Energy Credit Campaign
The Practice Area is Enterprise Activities
Lead Executive: Kathy Robbins.
This campaign ensures that only those taxpayers whose advanced energy
projects were approved by the Department of Energy, and who have been
allocated a credit by the IRS, are claiming the credit. These credits must be pre-
approved through extensive application to the DOE. The treatment stream for
this campaign will be soft letters and issue-focused examinations.
s OVDP Declines-Withdrawals Campaign
The Practice Area is Withholding & International Individual Compliance

Lead Executive. Pamela Drenthe

A-1
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The Offshore Voluntary Disclosure Program (OVDP) allows U.S. taxpayers to
voluntarily resolve past non-compliance related to unreported offshore income
and failure to file foreign information returns. This campaign addresses OVDP
applicants who applied for pre-clearance into the program but were either denied
access to OVDP or withdrew from the program of their own accord. Taxpayers,
who have yet to resolve their non-compliance and who meet the eligibility criteria,
are encouraged to consider entering one of the offshore programs currently
available. The IRS will address continued noncompliance through a variety of
treatment streams including examination.

Domestic Production Activities Deduction, Multi-Channel Video Program
Distributors (MVPD’s) and TV Broadcasters

The Practice Area is Enterprise Activities
Lead Executive: Kathy Robbins

Multi-channel Video Programing Distributors (MVPDs) and TV Broadcasters
often claim that “groups” of channels or programs are a qualified film eligible for
the IRC Section 199 deduction. Taxpayers are asserting that they are the
producers of a qualified film when distributing channels and subscriptions
packages that often include third-party produced content. Additionally, MVPD
taxpayers maintain that they provide onling access to computer software for the
customers’ direct use (incident to taxpayers' transmission activities, including
customers' use of the set-top boxes). LB&I has developed a strategy to identify
taxpayers impacted by these issues and will develop training to aid revenue
agents in examining them. The treatment streams for this campaign include the
development of an externally published practice unit, potential published
guidance, and issue based exams, when warranted,

Micro-Captive Insurance Campaign
The Practice Area is Enterprise Activities.
Lead Executive: Gloria Sullivan

This campaign addresses transactions described in Transactions of Interest
Notice 2016-66, in which a taxpayer attempts to reduce aggregate taxable
income using contracts treated as insurance contracts and a related company
that the parties treat as a captive insurance company. Each entity that the parties
treat as an insured entity under the contracts claims deductions for insurance
premiums. The manner in which the contracts are interpreted, administered, and
applied is inconsistent with arm’s length transactions and sound business
practices. LB&l has developed a training strategy for this campaign. The
treatment stream for this campaign will be issue-based examinations.

A-2
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Related Party Transactions Campaign
The Practice Area is Enterprise Activities
Lead Executive: Peter Puzakulics

This campaign focuses on transactions between commonly controlled entities
that provide taxpayers a means to transfer funds from the corporation to related
pass through entities or shareholders. LB&] is allocating resources to this issue
to determine the level of compliance in related party transactions of taxpayers in
the mid-market segment. The treatment stream for this campaign is issue-based
examinations.

Deferred Variable Annuity Reserves & Life Insurance Reserves lIR
Campaign

The Practice Area is Enterprise Activities
Lead Executive: Kathy Robbins

The IRS and Chief Counsel have agreed to accept the Deferred Variable Annuity
Reserves and Life Insurance Reserves issues into the IIR program (pursuant to
Rev. Proc. 2016-19) to develop guidance to address uncertainties on issues
important to the Life Insurance Industry. The issues include amounts to be taken
into account in determining tax reserves for both deferred variable annuities with
Guaranteed Minimum Benefits, and Life Insurance contracts. The campaign's
objective is to collaborate with industry stakeholders, Chief Counsel and
Treasury to develop published guidance that provides certainty to taxpayers
regarding these related issues. '

Basket Transactions Campaign
The Practice Area is Enterprise Activities
Lead Executive: Gloria Sullivan

This campaign addresses structured financial transactions described in Notices
2015-73 and 74, in which a taxpayer attempts to defer and treat ordinary income
and short-term capital gain as long-term capital gain. The taxpayer treats the
option or other derivative as open until a barrier event occurs, and, therefore,
does not recognize or report current period gains. The gains are deferred until
the contract terminates, at which time the overall net gain is reported as a Long
Term Capital Gain. LB&I has developed a training strategy for this campaign.
The treatment streams for this campaign will be issue-based examinations, sofl
letters to Material Advisors and practitioner outreach.

Land Developers - Completed Contract Method (CCM) Campaign

A-3
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The Practice Area is Enterprise Activities
Lead Executive: Peter Puzakulics

Large land developers that construct in residential communities may be
improperly using the Completed Contract Method (CCM) of accounting. A
developer, whose average annual gross receipts exceed $10 million, may only
use the CCM under a home construction contract. In some cases, developers are
improperly deferring all gain until the entire development is completed. LB&I will
provide training for revenue agents assigned to work this issue. The treatment
stream includes development of a practice unit, issuance of soft letters, and
follow-up with issue based examinations when warranted.

TEFRA Linkage Plan Strategy Campaign
The Practice Area is Pass-Through Entities
Lead Executive: Cliff Scherwinski

As partnerships have hecome larger and more complex, LB&I has regularly
revised processes to assess tax on the terminal investors. Recent legal advice
provides an opportunity to make significant changes to how we approach this
process. This campaign focuses on developing new procedures and technology
to work collaboratively with the revenue agent conducting the TEFRA partnership
examination to identify, link and assess tax to the terminal investors that pose the
most significant compliance risk.

S Corporation Losses Claimed in Excess of Basis Campaign
The Practice Area is Pass-Through Entities
Lead Executive: Holly Paz

S corporation shareholders report income, losses and other items passed
through from their corporation. The law limits losses and deductions to their basis
in the corporation. LB&l has found that shareholders c¢laim losses and deductions
to which they are not entitled because they do not have sufficient stock or debt
basis to absorb these items. LB&I has developed technical content for this
campaign that will aid revenue agents as they examine the issue. The treatment
streams for this campaign will be issue-based examinations, soft letters
encouraging voluntary self-correction, conducting stakeholder outreach, and
creating a new form for shareholders to assist in properly computing their basis.

Repatriation Campaign

The Practice Area is Cross Border Activities

A4
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lLead Executive: John Hinding

LB&l is aware of different repatriation structures being used for purposes of tax
free repatriation of funds into the U.S. in the mid-market population. It has also
been determined that many of the taxpayers do not properly report repatriations
as taxable events on their filed returns. The goal of this campaign is to
simultaneously improve issue selection filters while conducting examinations on
identified, high risk repatriation issues and thereby increase taxpayer
compliance.

* Form 1120-F Non-Filer Campaign
The Practice Area is Cross Border Activities
Lead Executive: John Hinding

Foreign companies doing business in the U.S. are often required to file Form
1120-F. LB&I has data suggesting that many of these companies are not meeting
their filing obligations. In this campaign, LB&I will use various external data
sources to identify these foreign companies and encourage them to file their
required returns. The treatment stream for this campaign will involve soft letter
outreach. If the companies do not take appropriate action, LB&I will conduct
examinations to determine the correct tax liability. The goal is to increase
voluntary compliance by foreign corporations with a U.S. business nexus.

» Inbound Distributor Campaign
The Practice Area is Treaty and Transfer Pricing Operations
Lead Executive: Sharon Parter

U.S. distributars of goods sourced from foreign-related parties have incurred
losses or small profits on U.S. returns, which are not commensurate with the
functions performed and risks assumed. In many cases, the U.S. taxpayer would
be entitled to higher returns in arms-length transactions. LB&I has developed a
comprehensive training strategy for this campaign that will aid revenue agents as
they examine this IRC Section 482 issue. The treatment stream for this campaign
will be issue-based examinations.

These campaigns represent the first wave of LB&I's issue-based compliance work.

More campaigns will continue to be identified, approved and launched in the coming
months.

XXX
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IRS FOIA Request ) Y
HQ FOIA "a.qq ¢ Ynit
Stop 211

PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

- January 30, 20i7°
To Whom It May Concern:
By the power vested in me under the Freedom of Information Act, | hereby request the following records:
A copy 6f the internal periodic status reports for the IRS FOIA Program during ca’le.ndar years 2015 and 2016.

I am a member of the news media and request classification as such. I have previously written about the government
and its activities for AND Magazine, MuckRock and Glomar Disclosure and have an open arrangement with each.
My articles have been widely read, with some reaching over 100,000 readers. As such, as [ have a reasonable
expectation of publication and my editorial and writing skills are well established. In addition, [ discuss and
comment on the files online and make them available through the non-profit Internet Archive, disseminating them to
a large audience. While my research is not limited to this, a great deal.of it, including this, focuses on the activities
and attitudes of the government its€lf. As such, it is not necessary for me to demonstrate the relevance of this
particular subject in advance. Additionally, case law states that “proof of the ability to disseminate the released
information to a broad cross-section of the public is not required.” Judicial Watch, Tnc. v. Dep’t of Justice, 365 F.3d
1108, 1126 (D.C. Cir. 2004); see Carney v. U.S. Dep’t of Juistice, 19 F.3d 807, 814-15 (2d Cir. 1994). Further, courts
have held that "qualified because it also had “firm” plans to “publish a number of . . . ‘document sets’” conceming
United States foreign and national security policy.” Under this criteria, as well, 1 qualify as a:member of the news
media. Additionally, courts have held that the. news-media status "focuses on the nature of.the requester, not its
request. The provision requires that'the request be “made by” a representative of the news media. Id. §
352(a)(4)(A)’(ii)(lI) A newspaper reporter, Tor example, is-a representative of the news media régardless: ofhow. - -
much interest there is in the.story for which he or she is requesting information." As such, the details of the request
itself are moot for the purposes of determining the appropriate fee category. As such, my primary purpose is to
inform about government activities by reporting on it and making the raw data available and I therefore request that
fees be waived.

The-requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being-made for
commercial purposes. '

In the event that there are fees, | would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of

if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. 1 look forward to receiving your response to,
this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires. g e
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Filed via MuckRock com ' : LY R - .

E-mail (Pref‘erred) 32653 ?Ml 73494@reques£s muckrock.com

For mailed responses, pl_ease address‘(see_.note).

MuckRock

DEPT MR 32653 _

411A Highland Ave )
Someryille, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock:staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock by the
above in order to better track; share, and:manage public records requests. Also note that improperly-addressed (i.e.,
with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests might be returned as -
undeliverable.
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Bloomber 1801 South Bsll Street 703.341.3000
Arlington, Virginia www.bna.com
BNA

Feb. 6, 2017

Internal Revenue Service
HQ FOIA
Stop 211
PO Box 621506
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
- Fax: 877-807-9215 . - -

To Whom It May Concern:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act.

| request all emails from IRS email accounts and internal IRS employee memorandums
directing changes on social media policy, interactions with congressional staff and the news
media beginning on Nov. 9, 2016 and ending on Feb. 6, 2017. Please include the following
keywords in the search: Twitter, email, social media, press, media, reporters, Trump, president,
election, regulation, White House.

In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should know that | am a

representative of the news media affiliated with Bloomberg BNA, and this request is made as
part of newsgathering and not for a commercial use.

I will accept this report as a whole or in parts as it becomes available. If you would like me to
clarify my request, please contact me directly at |Gz _

Regards,

Reporter
Bloomberg BNA

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0270772017 9:57AM (GMT-06:00)
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Bloomberg BNA
1801 S Bell Street, Arlington VA 22202

()6) |
February 8, 2017

Internal Revenue Service
IRS FOIA Request

HQ FOIA

Stop 211

PO Box 621506

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
Fax: 877-807-9215

Dear Disclosure Manager:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act.

I request that a copy of the following documents:

All emails TO and/or FROM and/or CC IRS employees between January 20, 2017 to February 8,
2017 regarding President Donald Trump's Jan. 20 regulations freeze and Jan. 30 executive
order requiring agencies to eliminate two regulations for every new one. Please include the
words “regulations,” “regulatory” and “executive order” in your search.

I do not wish to inspect the documents first.

In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should know that | am a
representative of the news media affiliated with Bloomberg BNA, and this request is made as

part of newsgathering and not for a commercial use.

| am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $25. If you estimate that the fees
will exceed this limit, please inform me first.

e I you would like me to.clarify or...narmw._my...{.equ.est,..p!ease_cuntact.me.at._..... e e

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0270872017 5:41PM (GMT-06:00)
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Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
Dear Disclosure Manager,

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. [ am a private citizen requesting information held by
the Internal Revenue Service. The information I am requesting is not for commercial use, but is of great interest
~to the voting public of the United States.

[ am requesting that the IRS furnish information pertinent to President Donald J. Trump’s current foreign
financial holdings, including income, investments, loans, and debt obligations involving foreign banks,
institutions, and governments.

[ am aware that the Privacy Act prohibits the release of tax information without an individual’s consent.
However, Mr. Trump has been inaugurated as President and now serves in the highest government office. He
has failed to divest his business holdings or place them into a blind trust. Therefore, these business holdings
now belong to the President of the United States. I believe that | have a right to know of the foreign financial
entanglements now facing the executive branch of the United States government due to President Trump’s
failure to fully remove himself from these financial relationships.

The IRS document entitled Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request Guidelines, on which I have based this
letter, states on page 8 under the heading Exemption 6. Personal Privacy that “The IRS will automatically
consider a request for personal information under both the FOIA and the Privacy Act and will rely on the statute
that provide§ the greater access.” I have attached this page with this statement highlighted.

I believe that in this unprecedented case, where the President has refused to separate himself from his foreign
financial investments and obligations, the intent of the FOIA supersedes the Privacy Act. The exemptions to the
FOIA are intended to protect national security, the privacy of individuals, and the proprietary interests of
businesses. But in fact, a failure to disclose President Trump’s foreign financial entanglements seems to
undermine national security and the intent of these exemptions.

[ believe that [ have a right to access the requested information under the Freedom of Information Act. Please
inform me if fees associated with the release of the requested information will exceed $100.

Thank you for your consideration of this request, which I submit in the spirit of patriotism and concern for our
nation’s security. '




the end product of either innovation or substantial effort. Protected data is also commercial or
financial information obtained from a person that is privileged or confidential.

Exemption 5. Inter-Agency or Intra-Agency Memorandums or Letters

This exemption applies to inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not
be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency. An example may
be a letter from one IRS office to another about a decision that has not yet been adopted by the
agency. One purpose of this exemption is to safeguard the deliberative policymaking process of
government (the deliberative process privilege). The exemption encourages frank discussion of
policy matters between IRS officials by allowing certain pre-decisional, deliberative documents to
be withheld from public disclosure. The exemption also protects against premature disclosure of
deliberations before final adoption of an agency policy or position. While the policy behind the
deliberative process privilege is well accepted, the application of the exemption is complicated.
For example, the exemption protects the policymaking process, but does not generally protect
purely factual information related to the policy process, which is protected under the deliberative
process privilege. The deliberative process privilege distinguishes between documents that are
pre-decisional and post-decisional. The public has a greater interest in knowing the basis for the
decision once a policy is adopted. Therefore, the deliberative process privilege does not ordinarily
apply to post-decisional documents. The exemption also incorporates other privileges that apply
in litigation involving the government,’including the attorney client and work product privileges.
For example, certain documents prepared by IRS's lawyers may be withheld in the same way that
documents prepared by private lawyers for clients are not available through discovery in civil
litigation.

Exemption 6. Personal Privacy

Exemption 6 applies to personnel, medical, and similar files the disclosure of which would
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. This exemption protects the privacy
interests of individuals by allowing IRS to withhold personal data kept in its files where there is an
expectation of privacy. Only individuals have privacy interests. Corporations and business
associations have no privacy rights under the sixth exemption, with the exception of closely held
corporations or similar business entities. Once it has been determined that a personal privacy
interest is threatened by a requested disclosure, the exemption requires agencies to strike a
balance between an individual's privacy interest and the public's interest in disclosure. The
Privacy Act of 1974 also regulates the disclosure of personal information about an individual. The
IRS will automatically consider a request for personal information under both the FOIA and the
Privacy Act and will rely on the statute that provides the greater access.

Exemption 7. Law Enforcement

The seventh exemption allows agencies to withhold records or information compiled for law
enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such records would cause
one of the following harms of Exemption 7 described below:

* (A) allows the withholding of a law enforcement record that could reasonably be expected to
interfere with enforcement proceedings. This exemption protects an active law enforcement
investigation from interference through premature disclosure.

e (B) allows the withholding of law enforcement information that would deprive a person of a
right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication.
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE i@ IRS

FAX TRANSMISSION

Cover Sheet
Date: February 09, 2017

To: CPU

Address/Organization:

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number:

From: Higley Denise

Address/Organization:

Fax Number: Office Number:

Number of pages: |3 Including cover page

Subject: TLS FOIA Request

TLS FOIA Request attached.
Thank You!

Denise Higley

Tax Law Specialist

HQ Disclosure Policy & Program Operations Staff
M/S 7000

1973 N Rulon White Blvd

Ogden, UT 84404

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom itis addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged,
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby nofified that any disseminafion,
distribufion or copying of this communication is striclly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/09/2017 7:17AM (GMT-06:00)
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From: Higley Denise

To: Higley Denise

Subject: PW: FOIA Request

Date: Thursday, February 09, 2017 6: 14:02 AM
From:

Sent: Monday, February 06, 2017 12:34 PM
To: *GovtLiaison
Subject: Re: FOIA Request

On Thu, Nov 24, 2016 at 2:47 PM, _wrote:
Re: Freedom of Information Act Reques
Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office

Department of the Treasury
FOIA Contact / FOIA Contact:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act.
| request that a copy of the following documents be provided to me:

A copy of correspondence from Congressman Pat Tiberi (OH-12) or his staff and the
response to the correspondence. Please search for documents from January 2001 through
present.

| believe the correspondence are most likely to be held by your Office of Congressional
Affairs, Office of Legislative Affairs, or the office of the Executive Secretariat and likely
tracked within a correspondence management system.

| am specifically looking for correspondence regarding policy, legislation, or regulations,
recommendations for executive branch positions or appointments, or support or
opposition to federal funding for programs, projects, or companies.

| am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $50. If you estimate that the fees will exceed
this limit, please inform me before processing my request.

| request that whenever possible, the documents be fransmitted to me in an electronic format as an

attachment to an email to _

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please do not hesitate to contact if you have further
questions.

Sincerely,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/09/72017 7:17AM (GMT-06:00)
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PAUL J. KRENN _
National Public Information Office/Postal Inspector

~ US. POSTAL INSPECTION SERVICE
Office of Public Affairs

Media Line: 202-268-3700
24-HR Hotline: 877-876-2455

Sent riday, January C 1

jTo IS Media Inqurrles )
Subject: SIRF CASES

[T'o whom it may concern|

My name is [ am a journalist at El Diario NY./ Impremedia. | am working a story about Stolen
Identity Refund Fraud (SIRF). [
I have a case of some one that had this problem. When I was following the case I believe that some people from
the USPS were involved, because they took the'mail of this person (there is no'way to take it from the mailbox)
Iancl went to the bank for the money, more than 1,000 dollars. Again; at least one person from USPS was
{mvo]ved Even, they tned to take money from another envelope, but they couldn’t, because the check it was
under a Bank’s name. 1
I read your last report about different cases in USPS, including some of SIRF, but I have some questions to
complete my story [

I. How many workers of USPS have been involved in cases of SIRF in USA in the last five years, or in the last
year?,

=2 How many civils have been involved in cases of SIRF in USA in the last five years, or in the last year?,

3. Are they more civils or USPS:s workets?]
i4 How many are 01‘1_]3.!1'7

5. How many cases do you ‘have open‘?

cases";

{7 The USPS’s workers involve on this cases have direct contract with. USPS or they are outsourcing, workers?,
Please specific the number! .
8 What is the process that you-follow to create a SIRF’s case?[

9 How many and which institutions work together to put the people on jail?

10. What is the most important advise to the citizens to fight against these cases%

Thank you so much for take the time to read my mail and answer me.

ey
Sincerely]

Greetings
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
Data Servico
FEB 09 2017
o éfﬂs 1? ﬁ 4‘2"’ Centralized Processing Unit | Febfuary, 2017
To whom may concern Atianta, GA

..r% v
7
Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, I request access to and copies of all documents

issued by the Internal Revenue Service Small Business/Self-Employed Division (“IRS SB/SE™) concerning the Trump
Taj Mahal Associates company’s compliance with the Bank Secrecy Act between 7/1/2010 to 12/31/2012.

[ would like to receive the information in searchable electronic format.

. .
| agree to pay reasonable duplication fees for the processing of this request in an amount not to exceed $25.
However, please notify me prior to your incurring any expenses in excess of that amount.

Asa rzeprésantative of the news media I-am only required-to.pay. for the direct.cost of duplication after the first 100
pages. | amincluding my business card as evidence of my identity as a news-gatherer and declare under penalty of
perjury of the laws of the'United States of America that the foregoing is true and correct.

If my request is denied in whole or part, [ ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the
act. 1 will also expect you to release all portions of otherwise exempt material.

I, of course, reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or to deny a waiver of fees.

As I am making this request as a journalist and this information is of timely value, | would appreciate your
communicating with me by telephone, rather than by mail, if you have questions regarding this request.

I look forward to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Regards,

SR R ade] T oy S S
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Internal Revenue Service
Governmental Liaison & Disclosure Office

: INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
Suite 209 . P
2980 Brandywine Rd.
Chamblee, GA 30341 FEB 09 2[!1?
atten:
Centralized Processing Unit
Atlanta, GA

January 27", 2017

Hello,

| am writing to request the documents from the Internal Revenue Service through the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 552). Specifically, | would like Donald Trump’s tax returns for this year, as well
as from last year. | understand he was not a government employee last year and that year may be
impossible to process.

My hope is to relay this information directly to the offices of the New York Times, the Baltimore Sun and
the Washington Post, so that our country would be able to see the returns that | had hoped he would
provide before the election. This public service would allow them to better judge any potential conflicts
of interest. :

I can be reached at _and would be happy to pay up to $250.00 in exchange for the various
fees you may incur by processing this information. | have enclosed a number of flash drives, so you may
save the money on printing all of the documents. Should it be more convenient, feel free to email me at

B - | can give you the mailing addresses of the various newspaper offices, so you
could mail them directly and save me the hassle of re-sending the information.
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

Deta Sarv%g:s
February 8, 2017 _
. FEB 102017
Centralized Proceasing Unit
Via FedEx Atlants, GA

Internal Revenue Service

FOIA Requests

Headquarters Disclosure Office
4800 Buford Highway — Stop 93 - A
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093

Re:  Freedom of Information Act Request

Dear Sir or Madam:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. This office
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client
we are seeking the following documents:

1) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees
fraudulently claiming a first-time homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012
and 2013.

2.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees
claiming a first-time homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013
that were not entitled to one.

3.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees
claiming a first-time homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013
that were not first-time homebuyers.

4.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees
claiming a‘lﬁrst'lime homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013
that were not entitled to one because they bought their homes outside the eligibility period.

5) Copies!of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees
fraudulently claiming a first-time homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012
and 2013 tlixat were disciplined or terminated from employment by the IRS.

6.) Copies:of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees
claiming a r:ﬁrst—tim&: homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008, 2009, 2010,2011, 2012 and 2013
that were nFt entitled to one that were disciplined or terminated from employment by the IRS.

1 !
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7.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees
claiming a first-time homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013
that were not first-time homebuyers that were disciplined or terminated from employment by the
IRS. ! .

8.) Coples of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees
claiming a ﬁrst time homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013
that were not entitled to one because they bought their homes outside the eligibility period that
were dlsc1plmed or terminated from employment by the IRS.

9.3 Coples of any data reports or internal memorandums reflecting the percentage of IRS
employees who do not pay their taxes on time for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016.

10.) Copng:s of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the percentage of IRS
employees who pay their taxes on time for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016.
l

11.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees.
who were afudited for the years 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015.

i
12.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees
who were audited for the years 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 and who were disciplined or terminated
from employment as a result of the audit findings.

!
13.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees
who failed to pay their taxes for the years 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 but had their penalties
mitigated by the Commissioner of the IRS.

14.) Copleg of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees
who mtent10nally failed to file a tax return or understated their taxes for the years 2012, 2013,
2014 and 2015 but had their penalties mitigated by the Commissioner of the IRS.

| . :
15.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees
who intentionally failed to file a tax return or understated their taxes for the years 2012, 2013,
2014 and 2015 that were not terminated from employment.

|
If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and
conspicuously indicated.

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s)
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess



identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such documents might otherwise
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or
individual.

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to this request. If you anticipate that the
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being advised thereof in advance of the
assembly of those records and the estimated charge in excess of $500, if any, for doing so. If the
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For
Efficient Government. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should
know that T am an “Other” Requester seeking information for non-commercial or personal use.

I request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within
ten (10) days of the submission of this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the
initial ten (10) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the
IRS.

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to:

As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver’s license.

Request for Expedited Processing

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13.8.4
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government
activity. '

CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG’s mission

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and



solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American
public.

One of CFEG’s goals is to bring transparency to
government and to protect the American taxpayer and
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing
to their attention examples of government losses, such as
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud
problem.

CFEG’s mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S.
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their
attention examples of government losses through
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets,
resources and taxpayer money.

See “Mission Statement,” http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last
accessed February 8, 2017) (emphasis added).

CFEG is engaged in reporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government.
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity.

Waiver of Fees Requested

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii1). S US.C. §
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states: '

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial
interest of the requestor.

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision ‘was added to FOIA ‘in an attempt to prevent
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests’
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes,
nonprofit public'interest groups.” Better Gov’t Ass’n v. Dep’t of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C.
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312
(D.C. Cir. 2003).

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service’s operations

or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the agency’s operations

.4



or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public’s understanding of
the Internal Revenue Service’s operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the
public’s understanding of the Internal Revenue Service’s operations or activities (the information
is not already available to the general public).

II(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government

This FOIA requests records pertaining to the data on the number of IRS employees not following
the tax laws with respect to paying taxes. The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain
information which will better inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government
activity.

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public’s
understanding of the IRS’s operations and activities on the number of IRS employees not following
the tax laws with respect to the payment of taxes.

II(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters: _
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS.

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the data on the number of IRS employees not
following the tax laws with respect to the payment of taxes.

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows:
1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient

Government (“CFEG”), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG’s mission

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American
public.

One of CFEG’s goals is to bring transparency to
government and to protect the American taxpayer and
the U.S, Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing
to their attention examples of government losses, such as
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud
problem.

CFEG’s mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S.
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their



attention examples of government losses through
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets,
resources and taxpayer money.

See “Mission Statement,” http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/  (last
accessed February 8, 2017) (emphasis added).

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been
victimized can seek help.

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem.
CFEG’s website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the data on the number of
IRS employees not following the tax laws with respect to the payment of taxes.

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase
the public’s understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG’s
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with
ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency.

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost.
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating
government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the
- dissemination of these materials.

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to
contact me. '

Ilook forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to
advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you.
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%, +1 202 483 1140
. Electronic Privacy Information Center B +1 202 483 1248
e lC 0 l , 1718 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 200 A
. Washington, DC 20009, USA L rivacy
&5 htips://epic.org

VIA FASIMILE
February 16, 2017

IRS FOIA Request
Stop 93A

Post Office Box 621506
Atlanta GA 30362-3006
Fax: 877-891-6035

Dear FOIA Officer,

This letter constitutes a request under the Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA™), 5
U.8.C. § 552, and is submitted on behalf of the Electronic anacy Information Center (“EPIC™)
to the Internal Revenue Service (“IRS™).

- EPIC seeks all of Donald J. Trurhp’s individual income tax returns for tax years 2010
forward, and any other indications of financial relations with the Russian government or Russian
businesses.

Allegations of the President’s and his associates’ ties to Russia are currently the subject
of Congressional investigation and widespread public interest.! Weeks into his presidency,
undxsclosed communications with Russia led to the resignation of National Security Advisor
Flynn? A recent poll by ABCNews shows broad public support for the release of the President’s
tax returns 3 According to ABC, three-quarters of Americans said he should release his tax
returns.” In contrast, during the election season in May “only 64 percent said he should release
the returns,” and “in September, 63 percent said he was not justified in withholding them,”
reported ABC.® The news organization also found “[i]n one key support group for Trump,
noncollege-educated white men, 58 percent say he should release the tax returns,” and “69
percent in the red states - those Trump won -- say he should release these re:cm'u:.ls.”6

! Press Release, Sen. Richard Burr, Chairman of the Senate Select Comnm. on Intelligence, and
Sen. Mark Warner, Vice Chairman, Joint Statement on Comm. Inquiry into Russian Intelligence
Activities (Jan. 13, 2017), https://www.burr.senate. gov/press/releases/joint-statement-on-
commmee:-mqmryumto-mssxan-1ntelhg@nce~act1v1tws

? Letter of Resignation, Michael Flynn, Former Nat’l Sec. Advisor (Feb, 13, 2017),
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/3461323/Michael-Flynn-Resignation-Letter, pdf.
3 Gary Langer, Public Splits on Trump's Ethics Compliance; Three-Quarters Want Tax Returns
Released (POLL), ARC News (Jan. 16, 2017), http://abcnews.go.com/Politics /public-splits-
trumps-ethics-compliance-quarters- tax»returns/story"xd**i&%l1545
41d.
51d,
¢ ld.
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Nonetheless, going against long-standing tradition of U.S. presidents, the President has
refused to publicly release his tax returns to clarify his international ties.”

At no time in American history has a stronger claim been presented to the IRS for the
public release of private tax records. If the Freedom of Information Act means anything, it means
that the American public has the right to know whether records exist in a federal agency that
reveal the US president has financial dealings with a foreign adversary.

Apainst this backdrop of widespread public interest in disclosure, a diminished
expectation of privacy for Presidential candidates in the privacy of their tax records, the unique
concern of a President’s potential business dealings with foreign countries with interests adverse
to those of the United States, and the purpose of the FOIA, EPIC seeks public disclosure of the
above tax records.

Request for “News Media” Fee Status and Fee Waiver

EPIC is a “representative of the news media™ for fee classification purposes. EPIC v.
Dep’t of Def., 241 F. Supp. 2d 5 (D.D.C. 2003). Based on EPIC’s status as a “news media”
requester, EPIC is entitled to receive the requested record with only duplication fees assessed. 5
U.5.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)GiI)II).

Further, any duplication fees should also be waived because “disclosure of the
information is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public
understanding of the operations or activities of the government,” and disclosure “is not primarily
in the commercial interest of the requester.” § 552(a)(4)(A)iii).

First, “disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely to
contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the
government,” § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). The President’s tax records directly concern the operations or
activities of the government. They establish President’s potential conflicts of interest and
dealings with foreign governments. Indeed, the records are of constitutional significance; they
are necessary to review the President’s compliance with the Emoluments Clause of the U.S.
Constitution. U.8. Const. art. 1, § 9, cl. 8. Disclosure of the records will contribute significantly
to the public understanding of the President’s conflicts of interest because, despite allegations of
his close associates’ foreign ties, the details of the President’s financial dealings with foreign
entities are unknown. Thus far, the President has refused to release the records, and
Congressional efforts to access the records have stymied due to partisan division.® Nonetheless,
three quarters of Americans believe the President should release his tax returns.” Therefore,

7 Julie Hirshfeld Davis, Trump Won't Release His Tax Returns, a Top Aide Says, N.Y. Times

S.Tsm. 22, 2017), https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/22 us/politics/donald-trump-tax-returns.html.
Naomi Jagoda, House panel voted against requesting Trump’s Tax returns, Hill (Feb. 14,

2017), http://thehill.com/policy/finance/319438-house-panel-votes-against-requesting-trumps-

tax-returns.

9 Langer, supra note 3.

EPIC FOIA Request 2 Donald Trump Tax
February 16, 2017 Returns, IRS
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independent disclosure of these records by the IRS is a critical contribution to the public
understanding of the President’s operations.

Second, as to the “existence and magnitude of the requester's commercial interest. ..
being furthered by the releasable records,” EPIC has no commercial interest in the requested

records. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii). EPIC is a registered non-profit organization committed to privacy,
open government, and civil liberties.

For these reasons, a fee waiver should be granted.
Conclusion

Thank you for your consideration of this request. As provided in 5 U.8.C. §
552(a)(6)(A)X(D), I will anticipate your determination on our request within twenty working days.

For questions regarding this request I can be contacted at_ or
FOIA@epic.org.

Respectfully submitted,

0 4bout EPIC, EPIC .org, http://epic.org/epic/about.html.

EPIC FOIA Request 3 Donald Trump Tax
February 16, 2017 Returns, IRS
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
Data Sarvies

" IRS FOIA Request

HQ FOIA | | FEB 17 2017

Stop 211 ‘
PO Box 621506 ‘ : Centralized Processing Unit
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 . , A,Uantai GA

February 1372617~ -

“To Whom It May Concern:
By the power vested in me under the Freedom of Information Act,,I- hereby request the following records:

Copies of all FOIA request letters, responses and any associate processing notes for FOIA requests regarding Donald
Trump's taxes, tax réturns.and other related financial information.

I am a member of the news media and request classification as such. I have previously written about the government
and its activities for AND Magazine, MuckRock and Glomar Disclosure and have an open arrangement with each.
My articles have been widely read, with some reaching over IOO 000 readers. As such, as [ have a reasonable
expectation of publication and my editorial and writing'skills are well estabhshed, In addition, I discuss and
comment on the files online and make them available through the non-profit Internet Archive, disseminating them to
a large audience. While my research is not limited to this, a great deal of'it, including this, focuses on the activities
and attitudes of the government itself. As such, it is not necessary for me to demonstrate the relevance of this
particular subject in advance. Additionally, case law states that “proof of the ability to disseminate the released
information to a broad cross-section of the public is not required.” Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Dep’t of Justice, 365 F.3d
1108, 1126 (D.C. Cir. 2004); see Carney v. U.S. Dep’t of Justice, 19 F.3d 807, 814-15 (2d Cir. 1994). Further, courts
have held that "qualified because it also had “firm” plans to “publish a number of . . . ‘document sets’” concerning
United States foreign and national security policy.” Under this criteria; as well, I qualify as a member of the news
media. Additionally, courts have held that the news media status "focuses on the nature of the requester, not its
request. The provision requires that the request be “made by” a representative of the news media. Id. §
-552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(1I). A newspaper reporter, for example, is a representative of the news media regardless of how
much interest there is in the story for which he or she is requesting information." As such, the details of the request
itself are moot for the purposes of determining the appropriate fee category. As such, my primary purpose is to
inform about government activities by reporting on it and making the raw data available and | therefore request that
fees be waived. o - .

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for
commercial purposes. o g

In the event that there are fees, 1 would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of
fulfilling my request. | would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM
if not.
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Thank you in.advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward'to receiving your response to

this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires. S dre mew

L A ok Skl ""‘Pwi s il b LURC, Y L Daaatl R T Poilir \Dou - _enst a5 3-;; »

Sincerely; L I T TR, S T
bt/ L e T T B : UESP S, PUCy U o . b

o -% PR v T e PPy g B PRSYe e Bl il s a0 d o o {3

AT e e et b 918 B0 100097 s TEaIn B b vaacpea v api B YA

e e e " TN % L
Filed via MuckRock--.'com__. .
E-mail (Preferred): 33285-73074965@requests.muckrock.com

" For mailed responses. please address (see note):

" MuckRock =~ - - - - e = e .- : . C .
DEPT MR 33285 '

411A Highland Ave

Somerville, MA 02144-2516

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock by the
above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly addressed.(i.e.,
with the requester’s name:rather than "MuckRock Néws" and the department number) requests might be returned as
undeliverable. ’
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE i@ IRS

FAX TRANSMISSION

Cover Sheet
Date: February 24, 2017

To: CPU

Address/Organization: _Internal Revenue

Fax Number: (877) 891-6035 Office Number:

From:

Address/Organization: _Internal Revenue Service

Fax Number: _ Office Number: _—

Number of pages: |4 Including cover page

Subject: Field Request

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom itis addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged,
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby nofified that any disseminafion,
distribufion or copying of this communication is striclly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/24/2017 12:04PM (GMT-06:00)
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February 09, 2017 - FEB 2 4 2011
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

1111 CONSTITUTION AVE NW
WASHINGTON, District of Columbia 20224

Re: Freedom of Information Request
Dear Sir or Madam:

The purpose of this letter is to request information pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act
(FOIA), 5 U.S.C. section 552. If this information is not available from your agency, please
forward this request to the appropriate agency or advise me of the other agencies which might
have this information
it nsary LY gaonifh - 5o 2 s s -
Plcasc provldc me mth a copy ot‘the‘fal]bwing iterng:np: ;“ 008 TRy
A P e f"{"‘fﬂ! 3 [ r“-\riiqi GESLIIGET v e g g
 Personal Federa‘t Income T ax Rewrds and suppoh documentatlon for Presxdent Donaid J
Tlump - Lt ey B

Please limit your search of the above item(s) to the perlod from January 01 2005 to February 09,
2017. ; o

If any part or all of the materials are withheld under an FOIA 'exémption, pleaSé provide a list of
the information withheld and mark any deleted sections. Please list the specific exemptions that
form the basis for any deletion from a document or the complete withholding of a document.

I request that you furnish the information without any charge or at a reduced charge because the
information will be used for the public interest. Since-I'am requesting information for this purpose,
any fee associated with the search for the requested information should be limited to the .
reasonable standard charges of duplication only. The public will benefit from the release of this
information because It has been established that President Trump has not divested from his
investments and by his continued participation with the Trump organization (including leasing the
DC Post Office from the federal government) violates the Emoluments Clause of the Constitution
of the United States. Supported by the Equal Protection clause of the 14th amendment, all citizens
shall have laws equally dpplied’ since President Trurtip. has not separated himself from hig -
investments as a US citizen, this citizen has unequal treatment by the executive branch (himself) so
his taxes must be released to detefiiniifé¥ie sxidit 6funbalanced influence he is being entitled.
Note also that a case can be made on National Security - there is anecdotal evidence that the

s 15,

This is a RocketLawyer.com document,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/2u/2017 12:04PM (GMT-06:00)5
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President has ties to foreign governments - for the security of the country under the NSA, we (the
people) must be convinced that Mr Trump has not been compromised which would endanger us
all. In any event, please provide me with an itemized statement of the applicable fees.

If search and copying fees are estimated to exceed $100.00, please contact me before proceeding
with this request. To further narrow my request, I would like the opportunity to review the
documents refrieved or your document index in order to select the records to be copied. Please
identify the location of the documents and/or the document index so that I or my authorized
representative may review them. If an index is available, please provide the fee for such index, if a
fee is applicable. If you can provide an index at no charge, please forward it to me at the above

address.

Please contact me at the above address if you have any questions regarding this request.

As provided for by section 552(a)(6)(A)(i) of the Freedom of Information Act, please provide
your reply within twenty (20) business days. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

This is 8 RocketLawyer.com document.

- RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX  02/24/2017 12:0uPM (CMT-=06":00>
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Via FedEx FOIA Case No.: F16187-0032

Internal Revenue Service

FOIA Requests

Headquarters Disclosure Office

4800 Buford Highway — Stop 93 - A -
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093

Re: Amended Freedom of Information Act Request — Amends FOIA Dated June 30, 2016

Dear Sir or Madam:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. This amends the
FOIA previously sent dated June 30, 2016. A copy of that request is attached. In that FOIA a
request was made to waive fees. The IRS did not deny the request to waive fees. A response to
that FOIA request was received on February 13, 2017 where the IRS stated that the estimated cost
to process the request would be $1,041.00. After receiving the response the undersigned spoke
with the IRS representative handling the file and she stated that because we stated in the June 30,
2016 that my client would pay up to $500 that the request would be processed without addressing
the fee waiver request. This FOIA is amended to remove the reference to my client paying up to
$500 to process the request.

This office represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf
of my client we are seeking the following documents:

1.) Copies of any data or reports reflecting that the IRS did not identify and assist all individuals
potentially affected by the ‘Get Transcript’ application data breach in May, 2015.

2.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of individuals potentially affected by the ‘Get
Transcript’ application data breach in May, 2015.

3.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of taxpayers’ accounts accessed by unauthorized
users involved in the ‘Get Transcript’ application data breach in May, 2015.

4.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of taxpayers that were not identified by the IRS
but whose accounts were accessed by unauthorized users involved in the ‘Get Transcript’
application data breach in May, 2015.

5.) Copies of the data reflecting the number of taxpayers whose accounts were accessed by
unauthorized users involved in the ‘Get Transcript’ application data breach in May, 2015 that were

1




not offered an Identity Protection. Personal Identification Number (IP PIN) or free credit
monitoring identified by the IRS.

6.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of taxpayers’ accounts that were accessed by
unauthorized users involved in the ‘Get Transcript’ application data breach in May, 2015 that were
not notified by the IRS that their accounts had been accessed by unauthorized users.

7.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of taxpayers’ accounts that were potentially
accessed by unauthorized users involved in the ‘Get Transcript’ application data breach in May,
2015 that did not have identity theft incident markers placed on their accounts by the IRS.

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and
conspicuously indicated.

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s)
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such documents might otherwise
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the
possession, custody or control or otherw:se available to each such federal agency, other entity or
individual.

I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For Efficient Government.
In order to determine my status-for the applicability of fees, you should know that I am an “Other”
Requester seeking information for non-commercial or personal use.

I request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within
ten (10) days of the submission of this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the
initial ten (10) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the
IRS.

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to:




As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver’s license.

Request for Expedited Processing

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing
and demonstrates.a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13.8.4
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating
information in order to inform the public. concerning actual or alleged Federal Government

activity.

CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information

to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG’s mission

See “Mission Statement,”

1s to seek and explore ways in which the Government can
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American
public.

One of CFEG’s goals is to bring transparency to
government and to protect the American taxpayer and
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing
to their attention examples of government losses, such as
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud
problem. '

CFEG’s mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S.
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their
attention examples of government losses through
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets,
resources and taxpayer money.

accessed February 23, 2017) (emphasis added).

The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the

public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity.

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. §

552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states:

Wai'ver of Fees Requested

http://www .cfegov.org’/home/mission-statement/  (last



Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial
interest of the requestor.

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision ‘was added to FOIA ‘in an attempt to prevent
government agencies from using high fees to-discourage certain types of requesters and requests’
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes,
nonprofit public interest groups.” Better Gov’t Ass’n v. Dep’t of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C.
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312
(D.C. Cir. 2003).

"The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service’s operations
or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the agency’s operations
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public’s understanding of
the Internal Revenue Service’s operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the
public’s understanding of the Internal Revenue Service’s operations or activities (the information
is not already available to the general public).

II(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to_Information Which Will
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government

This FOIA requests records pertaining to the ‘Get Transcript’ application data breach in May,
2015. The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform
the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity.

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public’s
understanding of the IRS’s operations and activities with respect to the ‘Get Transcript’ application
data breach in May, 2015.

II(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters;
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS.-

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from.the IRS which will shed
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the ‘Get Transcript’ application data breach in
May, 2015.

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows:
1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient

Government (“CFEG”), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG’s mission



is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American
public. !

One of CFEG’s goals is to bring transparency to
government and to protect the American taxpayer and
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing
to their attention examples of government losses,.such as
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud
problem.

CFEG’s mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S.
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their
attention examples of government losses through
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets,
resources and taxpayer money.

See “‘MiSSion Statement,” http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last
accessed February 23, 2017) (emphasis added).

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of
poterntial solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been
victimized can seek help.

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of

. legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem.
CFEG’s website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to
share their views on these issues. The requested.records will lead to information which
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the ‘Get Transcript’
application data breach in May, 2015 and what steps the IRS is doing to protect
taxpayers.

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase -
the public’s understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG’s
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with -
ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency. '



My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost.
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating
government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the
dissemination of these materials.

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to
contact me. '

I look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to
advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you.

Enclosure -






DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
WASHINGTON, DC 20224

PRIVACY, Govnnnmz MNTAL

LIAISGN AND DISCLOSURE | : ﬁ e’g"g 2 ) ‘3 _ ’-7 |
February 9, 2017 : _
As5¢ No. P//é/g'7-5037—

This is our response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated June 30,
2016 that we received on July 5, 2016.

You asked for “Get Transcript” information regarding the May 2015 data breach.

The estimated cost to process your request is $1,041.00. Since this estimated fee is in
excess of $250.00, | am deferring the processing of your request until we receive your
advance payment This estimate represents approximated search fees of $656.00 for
16 hours of search time, approximated rewew fees of $450 00, and $25.00 for a CD
response.

Additional fees may become due if the actual search, review time, or number of CDs
exceed the above estimate. ‘A refund may be made if the fee for the actual search or
number of copies is less than the estimate. -

Fees are not refundabié if:

. Asearch is performed, but does not result in the location or release of records or
.+ Areview is performed, but does not result in the release of records.

Please send your check or money order payable to the Treasury of the United States to
the address below with the enclosed advance fee payment stub.

On receipt of your payment, we will continue processing your request. If we do not
receive your payment within 35 days from the date of this letter, we will assume the
documents are no longer needed and take no further action on your request.

If you wish to revise your request to reduce fees or have any other questions, please
call Tax Law Specialist A. Amparano, ID # 0220447, at (214) 413-5489, or write to:



Internal Revenue Service, Disclosure Office 9, P.O. Box 621506, Stop 211, Atlanta, GA
30362-3006. Please refer to case number #F16187-0032.

Sincerely,

4 AL s
C,D /%er;ﬂ//}\
P. Sharisse Tompkins

Disclosure Manager
Disclosure Office 9

Enclosure
Advance Fee Payment Stub



Internal Revenue _Service
Disclosure Office 9

Please return this attachment with your payment for Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
- fees. Please make check or money order payable to the Treasury of the United States
and remit it to the address below.

Advance Payment — Create New Case

Regarding: “Get Transcript” Prior Case Number: F16187-0032

Date of Letter: February 9, 2017

Amount Owed: $1,041 Name Control’ -

Internal Revenue Service

Disclosure Scanning Operation - Stop 93A
Post Office Box 621506

Atlanta GA 30362-3006



" June 30, 2016

Via FedEx

Internal Revenue Service

FOIA Requests

Headquarters Disclosure Office
4800 Buford Highway - Stop 93 - A
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request

Dear Sir or Madam:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. This office
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client
we are seeking the following documents:

1.) Copies of any data or reports reflecting that the IRS did not identify and assist all individuals
potentially affected by the ‘Get Transcript’ application data breach in May, 2015.

2.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of individuals potentially affected by the ‘Get
Transcript’ application data breach in May, 2015.

3.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of taxpayers’ accounts accessed by unauthorized
users involved in the ‘Get Transcript’ application data breach in May, 2015.

4.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of taxpayers that were not identified by the IRS
but whose accounts were accessed by unauthorized users involved in the ‘Get Transcript’
application data breach in May, 2015.

5.) Copies of the data reflecting the number of taxpayers whose accounts were accessed by
unauthorized users involved in the ‘Get Transcript’ application data breach in May, 2015 that were
not offered an Identity Protection Personal Identification Number (IP PIN) or free credit
monitoring identified by the IRS.

6.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of taxpayers’ accounts that were accessed by
unauthorized users involved in the ‘Get Transcript’ application data breach in May, 2015 that were
not notified by the IRS that their accounts had been accessed by unauthorized users.



7.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of taxpayers’ accounts that were potentially
accessed by unauthorized users involved in the ‘Get Transcript’ application data breach in May,
2015 that did not have identity theft incident markers placed on their accounts by the IRS.

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt
material under FOLA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and
conspicuously indicated. '

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s)
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document nol
released. [f you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, 1
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such documents might otherwise
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or
individual.

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to this request. If you anticipate that the
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being advised thereof in advance of the
assembly of those records and the estimated charge in excess of $500, if any, for doing so. If the
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For
Efficient Government. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should
know that T am an “Other” Requester seeking information for non-commercial or personal use.

I request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within
ten (10) days of the submission of this réquest, even if you should find it necessary to extend the
initial ten (10) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the
IRS.

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to:

As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver’s.license.



Request for Expedited Processing

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13.8.4
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgeatly needed by my client
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government
activity.

CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG’s mission

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American
public.

One of CFEG’s goals is to bring transparency to
government and to protect the American taxpayer and
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing
to their attention examples of government losses, such as
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud
problem.

CFEG’s mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S.
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their
attention examples of government losses through
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste
‘which has resulted in the depletion of government assets,
resources and taxpayer money.

See “Mission Statement,” hitp:/www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last
accessed June 29, 2016) (emphasis added).

The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain infonnation'which will better inform the
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity.

Waiver of Fees Requested

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. §
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states:

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the



operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial
interest of the requestor.

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision ‘was added to FOIA ‘in an attempt to prevent
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests’
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes,
nonprofit public interest groups.” Better Gov't Ass'n v. Dep't of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C.
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312
(D.C. Cir. 2003).

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service’s operations
or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the agency’s operations
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public's understanding of
the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the
public’s understanding of the Internal Revenue Service’s operations or activities (the information
is not already available to the general public).

II(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materia!s'Will Lead to Information Which Wil
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government

This FOIA requests records pertaining to the ‘Get Transcriﬁt’ application data breach in May,
2015. The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform
the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity.

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public’s
understanding of the IRS's operations and activities with respect to the ‘Get Transcript’ application
data breach in May, 2015.

II(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters; -

My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS.

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from thé IRS which will shed
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the ‘Get Transcript’ application data breach in
May, 2015.

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows:
1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient

Government (“CFEG"), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG's mission

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and



solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American
public.

One of CFEG’s goals is to bring transparency to
government and to protect the American taxpayer and
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing
to their attention examples of government losses, such as
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud
problem.

CFEG’s mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S.
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their
attention examples of government losses  through
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets,
resources and taxpayer money.

See “Mission Statement,” http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last
accessed June 29, 2016) (emphasis added).

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been
victimized can seek help.

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem.
CFEG’s website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the ‘Get Transcript’
application data breach in May, 2015 and what steps the IRS is doing to protect
taxpayers.

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public bénefit and increase
the :public’s understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG's
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with
ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency.

My client-also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost.
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating



government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the
dissemination of these materials.

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to

contact me.

I look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to
advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you.

Enclosure
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
Data Service
IRS FOIA Request FEB 2 7 2017
HQFOIA
Stop 211 Centrafized Procassing Unit
PO Box 621506 Atltinks. A
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 February 20", 2017

I make my request pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act. “The Freedom of
Information Act applies to records either created or obtained by an agency and under
agency control at the time of the FOIA request. Agencies within the executive branch
of the federal government, including the Executive Office of the President and
independent regulatory agencies are subject to the FOIA ™
(https.//www.irs.gov/pub/irs-utl/irs_foia guide.pdf)

As an American tax paying citizen I am requesting the IRS tax return forms for
Donald John Trump for the years 2013, 2014, and 2015. I desire to have copies made
and furnished without first inspecting the records. Records to be mailed to [[EG

B 'y register category is “educational’,

“FOIA provides that any person may make a request for IRS records.”
(https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-utl/irs_foia_guide.pdf)

I am willing to pay fees which may apply.
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE

DATA SERVICE
, — = FEB 201
The National Treasury Employees Union 28 207
] . Centralized Processing Unit
A
February 24,2017 Hianis, GA

IRS FOIA Request
HQ FOIA
Stop 211
PO Box 621506

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

RE: Freedom of Information Act Request- IRS Office of Chief Counsel Awards Information

Dear Sir or Madam:

NTEU requests that IRS Office of Chief Counsel (Counsel) provide the following awards
information for Counsel non-bargaining unit employees for fiscal years 2015 and separately for

2016 awards.

1. A list of all awards provided to non-bargaining unit employee that contains the
followmg information:

a)s

Employee’s name (or identifier so that NTEU can differentiate between
multlple employees and 1dent1fy when the same employee recelved multiple

" awards);

AR RSO a0 o

Date the award was paid;

Time covered by the award;

Award amount;

Organizational component;

Grade;

Series; -

Position Title;

Division Counsel or Associate Office;

Post of Duty (POD) at the time the award was received;

If the employee received any awards that year, an identification of the type of
award received (whether performance, special act/special service award, on-
the-spot, time off, manager’s award, or other small “quick hit” awards).

2. The total amount of employee salaries, and, separately, the total amount of non-
bargaining unit salaries, that comprised the awards budget for payment of fiscal year
2015 awards.

3. The total amount of employee salaries, and, separately, the total amount of non-
bargaining unit salaries, that comprlsed the awards budged for payment of ﬁscal year
2016 awards .

1750 H Street, N.W. « Washington, D.C. 20006  (202) 572-5500 * www.nteu.org

° 5 1



It is my understanding that the Counsel compiles this data annually in the form of
a spreadsheet. Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §552(a)(3)(B), NTEU requests this information in an
electronic format (Excel ‘spreadsheet) and in apaper .copy so that the information can be
readily analyzed, searched and sorted. NTEU requests that the information be provided in
a format that can be read without first breaking a code. In other words, NTEU requests
that the information be converted from code before it is provided to NTEU.

NTEU requests that you waive any fees incurred in responding to this request.
Disclosure of the requested information concerning Counsel awards data is in the public
interest. As such, disclosure of the requested information under FOIA is not primarily in
the commercial interest of NTEU. If you do not waive these fees, please notify me in
advance if the requested information will cost more than one hundred dollars ($100.00).

" NTEU isa category Il requester and is therefore entitled to waiver of fees for the
first two hours of research and the first 100 pages of documentation. If research time is

- estimated to exceed two hours, please contact me. at _cgardmg

the estimated cost of'responding to this request.

If you deny all or part of this request, please cite the specific exemptions you believe
justify your refusal to release the information and notify me of your appeal procedures
available under the law. The agency is required by law to respond to this request within 20
working days.

Please contact me if you have any questions.concerning this request, using the subject
“FY 15 and FY 16 Counsel NBU Awards FOIA Request Dated 2-24-17".
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"INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
DATA SERVICE

MAR 01 2017

February 24, 2017

Centralized Processing Unit
Atlanta, GA
Via FedEx

Internal Revenue Service

FOIA Requests

Headquarters Disclosure Office
4800 Buford Highway — Stop 93 - A
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request

Dear Sir or Madam:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. This office
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client
we are seeking the following documents:

Note: All documents being requested under this FOIA request shall have all names and other
identifying information redacted from the documents so that privacy interests are protected
and any exempt information is also redacted.

1.) Copies of all emails and documents relating to the specifics of each case of IRS employee tax
fraud for the years 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016, Note: All documents being requested under this
FOIA request shall have all names and other identifying information redacted from the
documents so that privacy interests are protected and any exempt information is also
redacted.

2.) Copies of all emails and documents relating to the specifics of each case where IRS employees
fraudulently claimed a first-time homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012
and 2013. Note: All documents being requested under this FOIA request.shall have all names
and other identifying information redacted from the documents so that privacy interests are
protected and any exempt information is also redacted.

3.) Copies of all emails, reports and internal memorandums describing and detailing how and
when each case of employee tax fraud occurred in items 1 and 2 above. Note: All documents
being requested under this FOIA request shall have all names and other identifying

1



information redacted from the documents so that privacy interests are protected and any
exempt information is also redacted.

4.) Copies of all emails, reports and internal memorandums describing and detailing how and when
each case of employee tax fraud was identified by the IRS in items 1 and 2 above. Note: All
documents being requested under this FOIA request shall have all names and other
identifying information redacted from the documents so that privacy interests are protected
and any exempt information is also redacted.

5.) Copies of all emails, reports and internal memorandums describing and detailing the discipline
of each IRS employee that engaged in tax fraud described in items 1 and 2 above. Note: All
documents being requested under this FOIA request shall have all names and other
identifying information redacted from the documents so that privacy interests are protected
and any exempt information is also redacted.

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and
conspicuously indicated.

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s)
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, 1
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such documents might otherwise
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or
individual.

I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For Efficient Government.
In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should know that I am an “Other”
Requester seeking information for non-commercial or personal use.

I request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within
ten (10) days of the submission of this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the
initial ten (10) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the
IRS. ‘

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to:



As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver’s license.

Request for Expedited Processing

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13.8.4
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government
activity. '

CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG’s mission

is to seek and explore ways in'which the Government can
operate more efficiently and bring those idéas and
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American
public.

One of CFEG’s goals is to bring transparency to
government and to protect the American taxpayer and
the U.S. Treasury by educating lJawmakers and bringing
to their attention examples of government losses, such as
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud
problem.

CFEG’s mission is to alse bring transparency to the U.S.
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their
attention examples of government losses through
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets,
resources and taxpayer money.

See “Mission Statement,” http:ﬂwww.cfegov.org/homefmissio.n-statcmem/ (last
accessed February 24, 2017) (em_pha_sis added).

CFEG is engaged in reporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government.
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity.

3



Waiver of Fees Requested

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii1). 5 US.C. §
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states:

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial
interest of the requestor. '

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision ‘was added to FOIA ‘in an attempt to prevent
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests’
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes,
nonprofit public interest groups.” Better Gov’t Ass’n v. Dep’t of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C.
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312
(D.C. Cir. 2003).

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service’s operations
or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the agency’s operations
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public’s understanding of
the Internal Revenue Service’s operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the
public’s understanding of the Internal Revenue Service’s operations or activities (the information
is not already available to the general public). '

II(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Opérations or Activities of Government

This FOIA requests records and data pertaining te IRS employees not following the tax laws with
respect to paying taxes. The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which
will better inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity.

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public’s
understanding of the IRS’s operations and activities on IRS employees not following the tax laws
with respect to the payment of taxes.

II(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interesf of the Requesters:
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS.

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to IRS employees not following the tax laws with
respect to the payment of taxes.

4



My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows:

1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient
Government (“CFEG”), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG’s mission

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American
public.

One of CFEG’s goals is to bring transparency to
government and to protect the American taxpayer and
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing
to their attention examples of government losses, such as
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud
problem.

CFEG’s mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S.
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to ‘their
attention examples of government losses through
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets,
resources and taxpayer money.

See “Mission Statement,” http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last
accessed February 24, 2017) (emphasis added).

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been
victimized can seek help.

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem.
CFEG’s website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to IRS employees not
following the tax laws with respect to the payment of taxes.

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase
the public’s understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG’s



website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with
ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency.

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost.
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating
government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the
dissemination of these materials,

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

I'look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to
advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you.

Enclosure
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|!emocrat1c !enatorial Campaign Committee

120 Maryland Ave NE

i INTE
Washington 002 RNAL Revg
DATA SERy; Rvicg
Ce
) MAR 07 2917
March 2, 201 @mﬁmdp
Sssing y,
Department of the Treasury Aliania, g "9 Unie

Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office
FOIA Contact

Stop 211

PO Box 621506

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

Re: Freedom Of Information Act Request
To Whom It May Concemn:

Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552 et seq. (“FOIA™), , | request copies of all correspondence
outlined in detail below:

e Any Freedom of Information Act requests and the responsive materials thereof filed January 2011 to present
regarding Senator Elizabeth Warren or the staff or representatives of Senator Elizabeth Warren, in both her
capacity as a United States Senator and as a private citizen.

Direct correspondence should include letters, emails, reports, and other relevant material. | am not seeking any secondary
material such as phone logs, notations of conversation, etc.

[f any records are withheld or redacted, | request that you state the specific legal and factual grounds for withholding any
documents or portions of documents. Please identify each document that falls with scope of this request but is withheld
from release.

If requested documents are located in another installation or bureau, I request that you please refer this request or any
relevant portion of this request to the appropriate installation or bureau.

To the extent that the respondent records are available in electronic format, | would prefer to receive the information via
email or CD, particularly if providing the information reduces the time or expense involved. Otherwise, I will expect to
receive the information in paper form.

To help assess my status for copying and mailing fees, please note that | am gathering information for research purposes
and not for commercial activities. | am willing to pay all reasonable costs incurred in locating and duplicating these
materials. But please contact me prior to processing to approve any fees or charges incurred in excess of $150.

Thank you for your cooperation with this request. I am willing to discuss ways to make this request more manageable to

your office. Please do not hesitate to contact me at my direct line at _or_

Sinccreli,
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FAX

TO: Rhonda O'Reilly, FOIA Public Liaison FROM: &e

FAX: 877-807-9215 FAX: 202-736-2222

SUBJECT: Freedom of Information Act Request DATE: March 7, 2017
(Expedited Processing Requested)

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/07/2017 11:03AM (GMT-05:00)
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1413 K Strast MW, §
Washington, DC 20008

telr 202-F36-3200  fayw JRVISTix2

March &, 2017

Vi FAX: 877-807.0213 and 202-874-5484

fhonda O'Rellly, FOIA Public Linison
RS FOLA Request, Stop 211

PO Box 621506

Atlanta, GA 303623006
860-756-4673

Fax: #77-807.9215

RByan Law, FOLA Public Liason
Bureau of the Fiscal Service
Finanoal Management Service
401 14th Street, SW, Room S08C
Washington, DC 20227
202-622-8098

Fax: 202-874-5484

ZH27302222 p.2

RE: Freedom of Information Act Reguest (Expedited Processing Requested)

To whorn i may congern:

The Campatym Legal Center submits this request pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, §
UB.CL§ 352 ef seg., for recurds pertaining to President Donald Trump’s pledge to donate profits

carned in his hotels to the U8, Troasury,

i Background

O danuary 11, 2017, in response to ethical and constitutional concerns, President Trump held a

press conferesce, and his attorney, Sheri Dillon, stated:

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX

0370772017 11:038M (GMT-05:00)
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11:68 Fax Line 2027362222

“President-elect Trump bas decided, and we are announcing today, that he is gotagto

vohuntarily donate all profits from forergn government mﬂmms made to his hotels to the
United States Treasury. This way i is the American people who will profis o

The announcement attracted significant sttention among the press and public, and many ethics
experts questioned how the pledge W ouid be followed and whether 1t would effectively slleviat

ethical and constitutional concerns.”
On March 3, 2017, the dssoviated Press reported:

Last week, Kuwait's amabassador, Salem Al-Sabah, and his wife hosted a reception inthe
hotel's presidendial ballvoom, in what was ong of the first knowsn instances of foreigs
money changing hands with the hotel division of the Trump Organization since he
became president. A spokeswoman for the Tramp Crganization did not respond to
questions about whether the money fron: the Kuwait Embassy has been or will be
donated.”
Records Bikely to be disclosed in response to this request will contribute significanily to the
public's understanding of whether Prosident Trarop is complying with his pledge to donate hotel
profits to the U.S. Treasury and how such 4 pledge is being earried out, and how the ageney hag
responded to that pledge, which are matters of significant public inferest,

i Reqguested Records
CLC 18 reguesting copies of all following records:

- All records pertaining to Tromp botels, inchuding but not Hmited to all potentiad or sctual
payroents received or requested, all guidance provided to Trump Organization or Whike
House officials, and all correspondence otherwise pertairdog to Tromp hotels and the
President’s plans to donate profits to the U8, Treasury.

This request encompasses both digital and physical records.

! Sarah Begiey, Doagld Tump o Donate Mo«ey F omgr mowrnments §ps nd at His Miet *o §s S. Twa« Ty,
Tm& {jézx d 2&31‘?3. By ,‘:m\c- ¢ 34 iy e

i sorvel cvwpies
SErum p\ ER 12\\\ abe-hatelarafitee f{‘M SRS
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'

Please note that thas request applies to all emals, sent and received, on governmental email
addresses, as well as to all emadls, sent and recetved, on all other email addresses and acoounts
ased to conduct official business.

The imeframe for (his request 1s Janoary 1, 2017 to March 6, 2617,

If some portions of the requested records ave exempt from disclosure, please disclose any
reasonably segregable non-exempt portions of the requested records. 5 US.CL§ 352(b). Wany
portion of the requested records is exempt from disclosare, please provide an index of the
withheld materials as required under Fanglin v Rosen, 484 F.2d 326 (D.CL Civ, 1973), cext.

denied, 415 U.S. 877 (1972},

1. Application for Fee Waiver or Limitation of Fees

A, The reguest is made for non-commercial parposes and will contribute significantly
to public anderstanding of the operations or activities of government.

FOIA provides that the agency shall fornish requested records without or at reduced charge if
“disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute
significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and 13 not
primarily 1n the commercial interest of the requester.”” 5 US.CL § 352040 AX ik

As deseribed above in Part §, the requested materials involve matters of significant public
werest, Records Hkely to be disclosed in response to this request will contribute significantly to
the public’s understanding of President Tramp’s comphiance with bis pledge to donate profits ©o
the Treasury and bow the agency has responded to that pledge. These detatls are not already
publicly available and the records would provide a more thorough public understanding of the
aperations of the agency.

CLC will ase records responsive to ts request in the oreation of widely disseminated matenials
and analysis that will educate the public about these matters and the operations of the
government, CLO anticipates analyvzing the materials gathered through this FOLA request o
develop reports. write bi@gfsf and author {sg»@é@.é CLO s vesearcly and reponts are widely

See, ez, Lawrence M. Noble and Brendan M. Fischer, Funding the Presidenriul Nominating
mtions: How g Trickie of Money Turned Intn a Flood, Campsi “enter (July 26, 2018},

' 2 N Tty
RETTEE .
LAHTER Sundmg
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Wty
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s, Brendan M. Fischer, How Trump s Plar to Repead the Johvven dmendment Could

SW{?, [&
Y fii ook PR v Pl 3 A na0’ Fe e Elpofione £ ey Tty iy {4, 1N
Unieash "Super Dark Money' Into Cher Elections, Campaign Legal Center blog (Feh. 3, 2017,
hitgd rondepnicem Snewsihi lanrepealichmon-amend el

2>

fing the Swamp: Incugsration and Transition Fy

<
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disserninated on its biow’ through s own website,” through social media platforms like

Facebook” and Twitter,'” snd regular emails to iis supporters, among other communications

t‘}\aﬂ{’t\ H

CLC staff have significant knowledge in ethics ar :s:i goversment accountability, and news media
regulardy rely wpon CLO s analvsis and expertise " 1o addition to its own blogs and reports, CLC
anticipates analyzing the reguested records and c.sxssz:mzs‘tzatmgt}m materialy among traditional
news outlets.

Requester CLC is a non-profit public interest organization organized under Section 501{¢)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code snd this request s made for non-commercial purposes.

As such, we request that any applicable fees associated with this request be waived pursuant (o §
US.CL 8 352(a)4Xa)iily and 40 CF.R. § 2.107(). A fee waiver in this instance would fulill
Congress’ mtent in amending the FOIA, be:se Judiciad Watch, Inc. v. Rossotei, 326 ¥ 34 1309,
1312 {D.C. Cir, 2003) (CCongress amended FOIA to ensure that it be Hberally constraed in faver

of waivers for noncommercial requesters.” {guotation marks omitted)).
B, CLU gqualifies {or a fee waiver as 8 “representative of the news media.”

CLC addiionally requests that it not be charged search or review fees for this request becaise
the organization roeets the definition of a “representative of the news media” for purposes of the
FOLA, since CLC “gathers information of potential interest to a segment of the public, uses its
editorial shills to tern the raw materials info 8 distine work, and disinbutes that work to #n
audience.” § US.C, § 35204 AN see also 40 CF R & 2.107(bY6)

As the D.C, Circuit has held, the “representative of the news media” test is fooused on iE}f&
requestor rather than the speeific FOIA request. Cause of dedon v, F.1C, 799 F3d 1108, 1121

{4

of Tnrerest, WAsH
{3 “ { § ,‘{:"\\\.“\uz\‘

Sev e.g. }’fum* Pﬂma )Gmms Trump Hasn's S{,va? Any of His Conflicts
PosT (Jan, 11, 20173, hipuiwwy ;

Y o 13

N
?}* denost, %

T ——
SYvH-

A i 3 e .
Ak a\\\\\x‘x\n"‘“‘}‘ SEEES PR iixw‘\ {1 8

' See (‘mnpat zLegaZ {,emu" bkm a
g

’ See O \ngmsm ie

hilp

.ﬂ_i‘\f%(?&v f ?’i}i !
Christina W ikie and Paasi masrr:m}fzﬁ}
Governmeni HUPFINGTON POST {an. 11,

few raises further guestions for f.’) MG f“(ff\‘ a"x;’ ‘uzr\‘*}xé’f;‘j 1 ‘3@"7.&3?%. FONT
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{Jau, 34, 20186
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(.00 Cir, 2015, CLC satisfios this test becavse {38 noted i Pant HHAY CLO apples itg
expertise and editorial shills to turn raw materials into reports, articles, and op~cds that are
widely disseminated on s blog, through its own website,' through social media platforros and
regular emails to its supporters, and through other communications outlets.”” CLO additionally
applies editorial skill to anslvze and disseminate materials 1o other news media outlets, which
regolarly cite and vely upon CLCs work, The D.C. Clircoit has held thet an requester may gualify
as a news media entity i it O distribute] 1{its] work” by issuing press releases 1o media outlets in
order to reach the public indirectly™ 799 F.3d. at 1125-26.

Courts have found that other organizations with functionally similar missiona and engaged in
simifar public edocation activities qualify as “representatives of the news media,” even if
engaged in litigation or other advocacy bevond educating the public about the operations of
government. See ey Cause af dedion v, FT.C, 799 F.3d 1108, 112125 (D.C. Cir. 2015}
{firding a public interest advocacy organization that comments {0 other media outlets ahout
documents it obtains under FOIA a news media requestec) Sedicial Waich, Inc v DOJ 133 F,
Supp. 2d 52, 53-534 (DD.C. 2000} (finding “public interest law firm™ Judictal Watch a news
media requestery, Elee. Privacy (nfo. Coe, V. DGO, 241 F Supp. 24 8, 16-15 (DUD.CL 2003
{finding nonprofit public interest group thet published a biweekly email newsletter a news media
requester).

“1t is critical that the phrase ‘represengative of the news media’ be interpreted broadly if the act v
work as expected, .. . In fact, any person or organization which regularly publishes or
disseminates information jo the public | . should guallfy for waivers us a ‘representative of the
news smedia.”™ 132 Cong. Rec. $14298 (dailyv od. Sept. 30, 1986), cited in Naz¥ See. Archive v,
L8 Beprof Def, 880 F 24 1381, 1386 (10.C. Cir. 1989)

n the event the fee waiver is not granted, [ may not be charged for the first two hours of search
tirme, or for the first hundred pages of duplication. Please contact me and advise me of the cost of
thos roguest i processing costs exceed 3100,

IV,  Application for Expedited Processing

T rexjuest that the processing of this request be expedited purseant 1o 31 CF.RL§ L5 2)i). As
deseribed in Part 1, the subject of this request involves a matter of exceptional public interest,”
and as deseribed in Part 1 requester CLC 1s primanly engaged in dissentdnating information
and educating the public. The requested records pertain to matters of current exigency o the
American public, specifically whether the president is violating the U.S. Coustitution’s

Sew Campaign Legal Conder blog at gt
See Campaign Lega

See Campaign Legal Conter, MEDIUM, ftosy/
See sourees cited supra nne 123,

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/07/2017 11:03AM (GMT-05:00)
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Emolaments Clause or ethical standards. and whether the president has followed through on his
promiise to donate all profits received Fowm foreign governments to the U8, Treasury. Delaying ¢
response 1o tis request could allow any such violations of the constitution or of the public trust
tes continue without public knowledge or recourse.

I certify that my staternents concerning the need for expedited processing ave true and correct fo
the best of my knowledge and belief.

In order o expedite delivery of these requested documents and tn order to reduce pussible fees
incurred, § am requesting that tiese documents be delivered 1o me cither digitaliy vig email (in

PO fonmut), or on a data disk vig the 1.5, Postal Service.

Please email copies of responsive documents {0

Or, please mail copies of responsive documents toy,

Campaign Legal Conter
T4 1 K SENW, Saite 1400
Washington D.C. 200608

Should you elect, for any reason, to withhiold, redact, or deny the release of any record
responsive fo this request, 1 request that you provide me with an explanation for each
withhinlding/redaction, along with pertinent legal citations.

Please confinm the receipt of this reguest and provide me with an estimate of processing time,

Thank you,

Campaign Legal Center

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/07/2017 11:03AM (GMT-05:00)



IRS FOIA Request

HQ FOIA

Stop 211

PO Box 621506

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

February 27, 2017

To Whom It May Concern:
This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. | hereby request the following records:
A copy of contract TIRNO 16K 00465 and all attached and related purchase orders and memos

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for
commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, | would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of
fulfilling my request. | would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM
if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. | look forward to receiving your response to
this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

P L i

Filed via MuckRock.com - i
E-mail (Preferred): 33623-4 12567 |'S(@requests.muckrock.com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock

DEPT MR 33623

411A Highland Ave

Somerville, MA 02144-2516



PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock by the
above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly addressed (ie.,
with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests might be returned as E

: . ' w3 St nd o g4 o
undeliverable. : l ]
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IRS FOIA Request :

HQ FOIA

Stop 211

PO Box 621506

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

February 27, 2017

To Whom It May Concern:
This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. | hereby request the following records:

Any document available under FOIA that can confirm or deny that the current President of the United States is under
audit by the IRS or any document available under FOIA that can confirm or deny that the current President of the
United States is not under audit by the IRS.

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for
commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, | would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of
fulfilling my request. | would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM
if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. | look forward to receiving your response to
this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

(AP

Filed via MuckRock.com - . e i
E-mail (Preferred): 33498- ?6:0I69?@requests muckrock com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock

DEPT MR 33498

411A Highland Ave

Somerville, MA 02144-2516



PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock by the
above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly addressed (i.e.,
with the requester'siname rather than "MuckRock News" and the department number) requests might be:returned as:-

"‘l bom e gen g e . 4
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IRS FOIA Request Atan, _, "9 Unp
HQ FOIA

Stop 211

PO Box 621506

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006
February 27, 2017

To Whom It May Concern:
This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. | hereby request the following records:
A copy of contract TIRNO|5P00132 and all attached and related purchase orders and memos

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for
commercial purposes.

In the event that there are fees, | would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of
fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM
if not.

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. | look forward to receiving your response to
this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires.

Sincerely,

s

Filed via MuckRock.com
E-mail (Preferred): 33622-02345053@requests.muckrock.com

For mailed responses, please address (see note):
MuckRock

DEPT MR 33622

411A Highland Ave

Somerville, MA 02144-2516
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From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Fri Mar 10 13:19:45 2017 MST Page 1 of 4

FOIA REQUEST

John Greenewald, Jr.
Owner/Founder
The Black Vault
http://www.theblackvault.com

Toll Free: (800) 456-2228
International: 1 (818) 655-0474

Fax: (818) 659-7688

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0371072017 2:20PM (GMT-06:00)



From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Fri Mar 10 13:19:45 2017 MST Page 2 of 4

To whom it may concern,

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of
Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative of
the news media." | am a freelance television producer often working on
documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured
throughout major news organizations, and | freelance writer for news sites as
well. Examples can be given, if needed.

| prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to
john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal
mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge.

| respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all GLD
Sensitive Case Reports that were created by the IRS, from October 1, 2016
through to the date of processing this FOIA request.

Please include the original FOIA request and the GLD Sensitive Case Report filed
by the IRS, as responsive to this request.

If possible, | would prefer that if the responsive records are mailed to me on a CD-
ROM or DVD, that it NOT be password protected. On many occasions, | have

received the CD, but failed to have received the password under separate cover.

Thank you so much for your time, and | am very much looking forward to your
response.

Sincerely,

John Greenewald, Jr.

FAX 1-818-659-7688

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0371072017 2:20PM (GMT-06:00)



From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Fri Mar 10 13:19:45 2017 MST Page 3 of 4

To whom it may concern,

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of
Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative of
the news media." | am a freelance television producer often working on
documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured
throughout major news organizations, and | freelance writer for news sites as
well. Examples can be given, if needed.

| prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to
john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal
mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge.

| respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all e-mails
within your FOIA Office (please include all pertinent email address and personnel
in the FOIA office) which contain the following keyword:

“Greenewald”

And/or

“Black Vault”

And/or

www.theblackvault.com

and/or

theblackvault.com

and/or

www.blackvault.com

and/or

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0371072017 2:20PM (GMT-06:00)



From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Fri Mar 10 13:19:45 2017 MST Page 4 of 4

blackvault.com
| please ask that you do not include and can omit, any and all e-mails sent to and
from my address, john@greenewald.com. Please just include e-mails that were

NOT sent to me already.

You can limit my search to records from the last 5 years from the date of
processing this request and only to the mailbox of Michael.Riccio@irs.gov.

Thank you so much for your time, and | am very much looking forward to your
response.

Sincerely,

John Greenewald, Jr.

YOU CAN FAX RESPONSES AND DOCUMENTS TO: 1-818-659-7688

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 0371072017 2:20PM (GMT-06:00)
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From AceWeb 1.818.891.6539 Sun Oct 2 14:32:13 2016 MDT Page 2 of 2

FOIA REQUEST

To whom it may concern,

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act
5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative of the news media.”" I am a
freelance television producer often working on documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my
work s commonly featured throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news
sites as well. Examples can be given, if needed.

[ prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to john{@greenewald.com or
via CD-ROM or DVD via postal mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur

a charge.

[ respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all FOIA Requests received
by the IRS/HQ. from the group Democratic Coalition Against Trump. I ask that you also include
all current FOIA case processing notices for each request, along with all letters sent to and from
the group and your agency.

Thank you so much for your time, and [ am very much looking forward to your response.
Sincerely,

John Greenewald, Ir.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 1070272016 3:32PM (GMT-05:00)
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From AceWeb 1.818.891.6539 Sun Oct 2 14:20:11 2016 MDT Page 2 of 2

FOIA REQUEST

To whom it may concern,

This 1s a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act
5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative of the news media.”" I am a
freelance television producer often working on documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my
work is commonly featured throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news
sites as well. Examples can be given, if needed.

[ preter electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to john@greenewald.com or
via CD-ROM or DVD via postal mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur

a charge.

[ respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all emails to or from
Commissioner John Koskinen, that contain the following phrase:

“DAMAGE CONTROL”

The dates to search would be the entire time he has held the position of Commissioner.
Thank you so much for your time, and [ am very much looking forward to your response.
Sincerely,

John Greenewald, Jr.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 1070272016 3:20PM (GMT-05:00)



From AceWeb 1.818.891.6539 Sun Oct 2 14:09:22 2016 MDT Page 1 of 2

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 1070272016 4:10PM (GMT-0u:00)



From AceWeb 1.818.891.6539 Sun Oct 2 14:09:22 2016 MDT Page 2 of 2

FOIA REQUEST

To whom it may concern,

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 5 U.S.C.
$552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative of the news media." | am a freelance television
producer often working on documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured

throughout major news organizations, and | freelance writer for news sites as well. Examples can be
given, if needed.

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to john@greenewald.com or via
CD-ROM or DVD via postal mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge.

| respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of the "Digital Strategy” document for
your agency.

Thank you so much for your time, and | am very much looking forward to your response.
Sincerely,

John Greenewald, Jr.

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 1070272016 4:10PM (GMT-0u:00)
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INTERNAL REVENUE S|

October 3, 2016 Data Service
- OCT 05 2016
Via FedEx izod Processing Unit
Allenta, GA

Internal Revenue Service

FOIA Requests

Headquarters Disclosure Office
4800 Buford Highway — Stop 93 — A
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093

Re:  Freedom of Information Act Request

Dear Sir or Madam:

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. This office
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client
we are secking the following documents:

1,) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the IRS’s use of “tax protester”, “tax
protestor” and “defier” or other similar designations for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,
2015, and 2016.

2.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS labeled certain taxpayers
as Tax Protesters and Tax Protestors for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

3.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS designated certain
taxpayers as Tax Protesters and Tax Protestors for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015,
and 2016. '

4.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers the IRS labeled
as Tax Protesters and Tax Protestors for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

5.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers the IRS
designated as Tax Protesters and Tax Protestors for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015,
and 2016.

6.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers the IRS labeled
as Illegal Tax Protesters and Illegal Tax Protestors for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,
2015, and 2016 that were compliant with the tax laws.



7.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers the IRS
designated as Illegal Tax Protesters and Tax Protestors for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,
2015, and 2016 that were compliant with the tax laws.

8.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers the IRS
designated as “Defiers” for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016 that were
compliant with the tax laws.

9.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS designated certain
taxpayers as “Defiers” for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

10.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS labeled certain taxpayers
as “Defiers” for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

11.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that IRS examination employees in
the Correspondence Examination Automation Support System labeled certain taxpayers as “Tax
Protester/Protestor” or “Defier” for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

12.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that IRS examination employees in
the Correspondence Examination Automation Support System designated certain taxpayers as
“Tax Protester/Protestor” or “Defier” for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

13.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS has updated its
examination procedures, issued memorandums or added modules to existing training courses
which prohibit IRS officers and employees from referring to taxpayers as Illegal Tax Protesters,
Illegal Tax Protestors and Defiers or any similar designations for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, and 2016.

14.) Copies of the training courses or material used by the IRS to instruct IRS officers and
employees that they are prohibited from referring to taxpayers as Illegal Tax Protesters, Illegal Tax
Protestors, and Defiers or any similar designations for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,
2015, and 2016.

15.) A list of the training seminars or conferences where the IRS instructed IRS officers and
employees that they are prohibited from referring to taxpayers as Illegal Tax Protesters, [llegal Tax
Protestors and Defiers or any similar designations for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,
2015, and 2016.

16.) Copies of the IRS internal guidelines instructing IRS officers and employees that they are not
to refer to taxpayers as Illegal Tax Protesters, Illegal Tax Protestors and Defiers or any similar
designations for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all



nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and
conspicuously indicated.

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s)
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such documents might otherwise
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or
individual.

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to this request. If you anticipate that the
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being advised thereof in advance of the
assembly of those records and the estimated charge in excess of $500, if any, for doing so. If the
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For
Efficient Government. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should
know that [ am an “Other” Requester seeking information for non-commercial or personal use.

I request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within
ten (10) days of the submission of this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the
initial ten (10) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the
IRS.

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to:

As proof of identity, | am including a copy of my driver’s license.

Request for Expedited Processing

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13.8.4
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government
activity.



CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG’s mission

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American
public.

One of CFEG’s goals is to bring transparency to
government and to protect the American taxpayer and
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing
to their attention examples of government losses, such as
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud
problem.

CFEG’s mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S.
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their
attention examples of government losses through
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets,
resources and taxpayer money.

See “Mission Statement,” http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last
accessed October 3, 2016) (emphasis added).

CFEQG is engaged in reporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government.
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity.

Waiver of Fees Requested

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. §
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states:

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial
interest of the requestor.

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision ‘was added to FOIA ‘in an attempt to prevent
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests’
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes,
nonprofit public interest groups.” Better Gov’t Ass’n v. Dep't of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C.
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial



requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312
(D.C. Cir. 2003).

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service’s operations
or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the agency’s operations
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public’s understanding of
the Internal Revenue Service’s operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the
public’s understanding of the Internal Revenue Service’s operations or activities (the information
is not already available to the general public).

II(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government

This FOIA requests records pertaining to the IRS labeling or designating taxpayers as Tax
Protesters, Tax Protestors or Defiers for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity.

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public’s
understanding of the IRS’s operations and activities with respect to the IRS’s
labeling or designating taxpayers as Tax Protesters, Tax Protestors or Defiers.

II(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters;
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS.

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the IRS’s labeling or designating taxpayers as
Tax Protesters, Tax Protestors or Defiers.

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows:
1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient

Government (“CFEG”), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG’s mission

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American
public.

One of CFEG’s poals is to bring transparency to
government and to protect the American taxpayer and
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing
to their attention examples of government losses, such as



the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud
problem.

CFEG’s mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S.
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their
attention examples of government losses through
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets,
resources and taxpayer money.

See “Mission Statement,” http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last
accessed October 3, 2016) (emphasis added).

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been
victimized can seek help.

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem.
CFEG’s website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the IRS’s labeling or
designating taxpayers as Tax Protesters, Tax Protestors or Defiers.

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase
the public’s understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG’s
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with
ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency.

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost.
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating
government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the
dissemination of these materials.

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to
contact me. .

I'look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to



advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you.

Enclosure
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Internal Revenue Service

FOIA Requests -

Headquarters Disclosure Office
4800 Buford Highway — Stop 93 — A
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093

Re:  Freedom of Information Act -Requést

Dear Sir or Madam:

~ This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. This office
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client
we are seeking the following documents:

1.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of fraudulent social security
numbers that have been used to claim earned income tax credit for the years 2010, 2011, 2012,
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

2.) - Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of stolen social security
numbers that have been used to claim earned income tax credit for the years 2010, 2011, 2012,
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

3.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of instances where the IRS
identifies victims of employment-related identity theft when processing electronically filed (e-
filed) tax returns in which the Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) used to file the
tax return does not match the SSN listed on third-party income documents associated with the tax
return, such as a Form W-2 for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

4) Cop:es of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of instances where tax
examiners can see that an SSN was used to gain employment that did not belong to the person
filing the return for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.



5.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of ITINs the IRS issued to
individuals who do not have and are not eligible to obtain an SSN for the years 2010, 2011, 2012,
2013,2014, 2015, and 2016.

6.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of ITINs the IRS issued to
individuals who are not entitled to work in the United States for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, and 2016.

7.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of instances the IRS
became aware that a social security number had been stolen whenever a person who does not have
and is not eligible to obtain an SSN and is not entitled to work in the United States filed a return
using an ITIN for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

8.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of stolen social security
numbers given to employers, by persons who do not have and are not eligible to obtain an SSN
and are not entitled to work in the United States, to obtain employment for the years 2010, 2011,
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

9.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers whose social
security numbers were stolen and who were notified by the IRS that their social security numbers
were stolen for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

10.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers whose social
security numbers were stolen or used by persons filing ITINs to obtain employment and were later
notified by the IRS that their social security numbers were stolen for the years 2010, 2011, 2012,
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

11.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers whose social
security numbers had been stolen and used to obtain employment and then were later notified by
the IRS that their social security numbers were stolen for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,
2015, and 2016.

12.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS notified the Social
Security Administration whenever a taxpayer’s social security number had been stolen for the
years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

13.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS notified the Social
Security Administration whenever a taxpayer’s social security number had been stolen or used by
those persons using ITINSs to file a return (those persons who do not have and are not eligible to
obtain an SSN and are not entitled to work in the United States) to obtain employment for the years
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

14.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS created any pilot
programs to notify taxpayer victims whose social security numbers had been stolen by those
persons using ITINSs to file a return (those persons who do not have and are not eligible to obtain



an SSN and are not entitled to work in the United States) to obtain employment for the years 2010,
2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plamly and
conspicuously indicated.

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s)
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such documents might otherwise
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or
individual.

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to this request. If you anticipate that the
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being advised thereof in advance of the
assembly of those records and the estimated charge in excess of $500, if any, for doing so. If the
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For
Efficient Government. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should
know that I am an “Other”” Requester seeking information for non-commercial or personal use.

I request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within
ten (10) days of the submission of this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the
initial ten (10) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the
IRS.

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to:

As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver’s license.



Request for Expedited Processing

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13.8.4
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government
activity.

CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG’s mission

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American
public.

One of CFEG’s goals is to bring transparency to
government and to protect the American taxpayer and
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing
to their attention examples of government losses, such as
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud
problem.

CFEG’s mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S.
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their
attention examples of government losses through
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets,
resources and taxpayer money.

See “Mission Statement,” hitp://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last
accessed October 4, 2016) (emphasis added).

CFEG is engaged in reporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government.
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity.

Waiver of Fees Requested

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). SU.S.C. §
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states:

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the



operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial
interest of the requestor.

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision ‘was added to FOIA ‘in an attempt to prevent
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests’
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes,
nonprofit public interest groups.” Better Gov’t Ass’n v. Dep’t of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C.
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312
(D.C. Cir. 2003).

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service’s operations
or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the agency’s operations
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public’s understanding of
the Internal Revenue Service’s operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the
public’s understanding of the Internal Revenue Service’s operations or activities (the information
is not already available to the general public).

II(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government

This FOIA requests data pertaining to instances where social security numbers are stolen or used
by those persons using ITINs to file a return (those persons who do not have and are not eligible
to obtain an SSN and are not entitled to work in the United States) to obtain employment for the
years 2010,2011,2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. The requested information will enable CFEG
to obtain information which will better inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal
Government activity.

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public’s
understanding of the IRS’s operations and activities with respect to instances where social security
numbers are stolen or used by those persons using ITINSs to file a return (those persons who do not
have and are not eligible to obtain an SSN and are not entitled to work in the United States) to
obtain employment for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

II(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters;
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS.

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to instances where social security numbers are
stolen or used by those persons using ITINs to file a return (those persons who do not have and
are not eligible to obtain an SSN and are not entitled to work in the United States) to obtain
employment for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.



My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows:

1.

By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient
Government (“CFEG”), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG’s mission

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American
public.

One of CFEG’s goals is to bring transparency to
government and to protect the American taxpayer and
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing
to their attention examples of government losses, such as
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud
problem.

CFEG’s mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S.
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their
attention examples of government losses through
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets,
resources and taxpayer money.

See “Mission Statement,” http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last
accessed October 4, 2016) (emphasis added).

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been
victimized can seek help.

CFEQG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem.
CFEG’s website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to instances where social
security numbers are stolen or used by those persons using ITINS to file a return (those
persons who do not have and are not eligible to obtain an SSN and are not entitled to
work in the United States) to obtain employment for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, and 2016.



The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase
the public’s understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG’s
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with
ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency.

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost.
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating
government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the
dissemination of these materials.

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

I look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to
advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you.

Enclosure
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Transactiogtl F;tecords Acckss Clearinghouse
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HAX TRANSMITTAL

No. of Pages: 3
| DATE: 10/7/2016

TO: Dehise Higley, Lead Tax Law Specialist
Aaton Bdelman, Tax Law Specialist
IRS Disclosure |
P.Q. Box 621506, Stop 211
Atlanta, GA (30862-3006)
Fax No.: (877) l.ﬁ*’-9215

! i

FROM: ‘
Tiansactional Hetords Access Clearinghouse
Suite 360 — Thigd Floor
Newhouse IT |
Syracuse University
Syracuse, New|York 3244-2100

| {

SUBJECT:| FOTA Request

Dear Ms. Higley! and Mr. Edelman:

Please see a[FOTA request attiched. Please acknowledge receipt and inform us when we can
expect to redeivé this data. Thank you.
! :

| :
| i

Plegse cpntact us at 315-443-3563 if you have problems with this fax transmittal.

| \rWW\E http:/itrac.syr.edu E-mail: trac@syr.edu
Syracyse NY: (315) 443-3563  Washington, DG (202) 518.9000  West Goast: (425) 746-6372
TRAC: 360 Newhouse ll, Syracuss, NY 13244-2100

| i
i |
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f | october 7, 2016
i

Dear FOIA ficer,
Under the ovisions of tbé Freedom of Informaticon Act, we request a caseé-by-
case listi of all FOIA fréquests received by the FOIA office from October 1,
2012 - septlember 30, 2016, with the following data fields:

(a) Assigned r&quest trag
(b} Office |(whére multip

(c) pate off refuest ?
{d} Date rdguept was received

components)

{e) Track gssigned E
(f) Date cliosefl (where closure has occurred at the time you process this
reguest) !

Please note you will be éegularly receiving requests for updated information
on your FOIA workload. Ta the extent you have previously preovided us complete
information in the requested format on a particular closed cage, it is not
necessary o grovide infdtmation on that case again. However, if you find it
simpler to|prdvide information on the status of every request received during

thig time erﬂnd. this i8 certainly acceptable as well.
|

| .
This listing should be ptovided as a CSV or other equivalent machine-readable
text format that retainsfthe structure of the text in its original tabular
form. [Equivalent formatg, for example, include Excel, tab-delimited text,
XML, fixedtcolumn-width text. POF files do not meet this requirement since
the tabula} structure of the text is stripped off from the original source
when a PDF| foymat is created.]

that we be clgssified ag a representative of the news media under

We request ]
LOHT of the FrEEdom of Information Act, and as representatives of

the provis
an educatipna

institutipn, whose purpose includes scholarly, scientific
research., [FRAC is a centker jointly sponsored by the Newhouse School of Public
Communicationg and the itman Management S¢hool at Syracuse University.
TRAC's fachlty and staff carry out an active program of scholarly research,

Our work focuses on the federal government and
including how federal agencies implement their
obligations uhder the Freedom of Information Act. For more than two decades,
hered information of interest to the public, transformed this
ukilizing oyr editorial and research expertise intc various works
-- including komputeriz knowledge bases and reports -- and actively
distributgd these works [through a variety of channels, including through our
two publiq websites: http://FOIAproject.org and http://trac.syr edu. Our
publicatigns amre widelyused by other researchers, the news media,
governmentj, and the pubjic, For a sample of recent citatlions to our research
and reporfs, Pee; Qttp;%Jnrac.ayr.edu/cracatwork/.
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wWe also raques& a full wajver of fees. As you are aware, FOIA sets strict
time limits fo# responding to requests because timely receipt of the
information| thdt must be fade public is a cornerstone of having an informed
citizenry. Thug, there isgeubatantial public interest in menitoring the
success of @n agency in mgéting these timeliness goale. Indeed, because of
their publif importance, Eéngress requires each federal agency to compile and
publish sta:isqics on FOI; regponse times and pending caseloads each year.
However, by thl time these FOIA reports are available to the public, they are
no longer tfimely. It is the purpose of this request to gather and analyze the
requisite dataito provide regularly updated FOIA monitoring reports on your
agency ., é :

; 4
We look forwart to receiﬁﬁng thig information. Should you have any questions,
or if we cap be of any as?iatance, please feel free to contact us. Thank you

very mueh. |
i i

Wariﬂﬁhwse

Suite 360 ; ‘
Newhouse IT i ;
gSyracuge Unfiverseity |
Syracuse, Mew Work 12244 |
115-443-356]3 |
http://trad. syr.edu [
http://FOINproject.oxrg |
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ThetvashingtonPost

1301 K STREET NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20071
(202) 334-7918

10/07/2016

Internal Revenue Service
IRS FOIA Request

HQ FOIA

Stop 211

PO Box 621506

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006

To whom it may concern:
This is a request under The Freedom of Information Act. I hereby request disclosure of the following information:

Copies of all internal communications, including but not limited to, electronic messages and emails to, from or
among employees of RS’ National Media Relations Office, sent or received between June 1, 2015 and October 7,
2016, concerning or pertaining to Donald J, Trump.

If you regard any of the requested records as subject to exemption from required disclosure under the law, I hereby
request that you exercise your discretion and disclose them nonetheless.

I you decide to withhold any requested records, please do not deny the entire request and release information available
under the law. If you cannot fulfill certain parts of this request or certain portions must be redacted please provide any
reasonable segregable portion of a requested record after removing or redacting those portions claimed to be exempt,
explain in writing the justification for redacting the record, indicate the extent of any redactions on the portion of the
record which is made available or published and where technicall<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>