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PIIIVACYt GOVW:IINM.NTAL 
LIAIIION AND DI.CLDtiUR& 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20224 

November 29, 2017 

27305 W. Live Oak Rd., Suite #1203 
Castaic, CA 91384 

Dear John Greenewald, Jr.: 

This is a final response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated 
November 24, 2017 that we received on November 26, 2017. 

You asked for, in relevant part, that your prior case number F17069-0124 be reopened 
because our October 23, 2017 final response did not contain copies of the FOIA 
requests you had requested. 

Please note that on July 5, 2017, we provided you with two letters regarding FOIA case 
number F17069-0124. One letter was an interim response which enclosed a CD 
containing the original FOIA requests. The second letter was a passphrase letter 
providing you with the passphrase to access the records on that CD. 

Enclosed herein are courtesy copies of both the interim response and passphrase 
letters dated July 5, 2017. For your convenience, we have also burned a new CD with 
the responsive records that were originally enclosed in the July 5, 2017 interim 
response letter. Please use the instructions noted in the enclosed passphrase letter to 
open the enclosed CD. 

Based on the foregoing, this case will be closed with no further action and case number 
F17069-0124 will not be reopened. 

You may contact me, the FOIA Public Liaison, to discuss your request at: 

600 Arch Street, Room 7214 
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1611 
(267) 941-6424 

The FOIA Public Liaison responds to FOIA and Privacy Act requests for copies of 
documents maintained by the IRS. There is no provision in either Act to resolve tax, 
collection, or processing issues and our staff is not trained to answer questions 
regarding those issues. If you need assistance with tax related issues you may call the 
IRS toll free number at 1-800-829-1040. 
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If you have any questions please call Government Information Specialist Michael A. 
Riccio, ID # 1001402908, at (267) 941-6282 or write to: Internal Revenue Service, 
Disclosure Office 7, PO Box 621506, Stop 211, Atlanta, GA 30362. Please refer to 
case number F18331-0003. 

Enclosures 
July 5, 2017 passphrase letter 
July 5, 2017 interim response letter 

Sincerely, 

j'HIV.Ckk 
Jeffrey V. Austin 
Disclosure Manager 
Disclosure Office 7 

CD I Responsive Records- July 5, 2017 interim response 



PRIVACY, GOV.RNM.NTAL 
LIAJeON AND DI.CL~URI!: 

John Greenwald, Jr. 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20224 

July 5, 2017 

This is an interim response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request dated 
March 10, 2017, that we received on March 10, 2017. 

You requested: 

I respect fully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all GLD 
Sensit ive Case Reports t hat were created by t he IRS, from October 1, 2016 
through to the date of processing th is FOIA request. 

Please incl ude the original FOIA request and the GLD Sensitive Case Report fi led 
by the IRS, as responsive to th is req uest. 

Of the 425 pages located in response to your request, I am enclosing 425 pages in 
electronic format. I am withholding 234 pages in part and 9 pages in full for the 
following reason(s): 

FOIA exemption (b)(3) requires us to withhold information that is specifically exempted 
from disclosure by another law. The law supporting this exemption is Title 26 United 
States Code section 6103. 

FOIA exemption (b)(6) exempts from disclosure files that, if released, would clearly be 
an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. These include medical, personnel, and 
similar files. We base the determination to withhold on a balancing of interests between 
the protection of an individual's right to privacy and the public's right to access 
government information. 

The Supreme Court ruled that Congress intended the "similar files" provision to be 
construed broadly, so that all information which applies to a particular individual 
qualifies for consideration under exemption (b)(6). 

The redacted portion(s) of each page are marked by the applicable FOIA exemptions. 
This constitutes a partial denial of your request. 
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A password and instructions to open the CD/DVD that contain the responsive records 
will be sent to you in a separate letter. Please note that you will receive a Notice 393 
outlining your appeal rights with our final response. 

On April 5, 2017 I asked for more time to obtain the records you requested. I am still 
working on your request and need additional time to review responsive records from 
other locations. I will contact you by August 11, 2017 if I am still unable to complete 
your request. 

Once again, I apologize for any inconvenience this delay may cause. 

If you would like to discuss our response, you may contact me, the FOIA Public Liaison, 
to discuss your request at: 

600 Arch Street, Room 7214 
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1611 
(267) 941-6424 

The FOIA Public Liaison responds to FOIA and Privacy Act requests for copies of 
documents maintained by the IRS. There is no provision in either Act to resolve tax, 
collection, or processing issues and our staff is not trained to answer questions 
regarding those issues. If you need assistance with tax related issues you may call the 
IRS toll free number at 1-800-829-1040. 

If you are unable to resolve your FOIA dispute through the FOIA Public Liaison, the 
Office of Government Information Services (OGIS), the Federal FOIA Ombudsman's 
office, offers mediation services to help resolve disputes between FOIA requesters and 
Federal agencies. The contact information for OGIS is: 

Office of Government Information Services 
National Archives and Records Administration 

8601 Adelphi Road--OGIS 
College Park, MD 20740-6001 

202-741-5770 
877-684-6448 
ogis@nara.gov 

ogis.archives.gov 



3 

If you have any questions please call Government Information Specialist Michael A. 
Riccio ID # 1001402908, at 267-941-6282 or write to: Internal Revenue Service, 
Centralized Processing Unit- Stop 211, PO Box 621506, Atlanta, GA 30362. Please 
refer to case number F17069-0124. 

Enclosure 
CD 

Sincerely, 

jHLV.(kk 
Jeffrey V. Austin 
Disclosure Manager 
Disclosure Office 7 



PRIVACY, GOV.RNM.NTAL. 
LIAJ.ON AND DI8CLO.URIE 

John Greenwald, Jr. 
 
 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20224 

July 5, 2017 

On July 5, 2017, I mailed you an interim response to your Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA) request dated March 10, 2017, that we received on March 10, 2017. 

In that response, I indicated I would provide the password and instructions to open the 
CD/DVD that contain the responsive records. 

To access the information on the CD/DVD, please follow the file extraction steps below: 

1. Insert the media (CD/DVD). 
2. Double click on the EXE on the media. 
3. Click on BROWSE, and select the location for the file to be "extracted to" and 

saved on your computer. 
4. Click OK. 
5. Enter the case sensitive passphrase: FOIAisF17069-0124. 
6. Upon entering the passphrase correctly, the file will be extracted from the 

CD/DVD to the designated location. 

You may contact me, the FOIA Public Liaison, to discuss your request at: 

600 Arch Street, Room 7214 
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1611 
(267) 941-6424 

The FOIA Public Liaison responds to FOIA and Privacy Act requests for copies of 
documents maintained by the IRS. There is no provision in either Act to resolve tax, 
collection, or processing issues and our staff is not trained to answer questions 

. regarding those issues. If you need assistance with tax related issues you may call the 
IRS toll free number at 1-800-829-1040. 
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If you have any questions please call Government Information Specialist Michael A. 
Riccio ID # 1001402908, at 267-941-6282 or write to: Internal Revenue Service, 
Centralized Processing Unit- Stop 211, PO Box 621506, Atlanta, GA 30362. Please 
refer to case number F17069-0124. 

Sincerely, 

jlhV~ 
Jeffrey V. Austin 
Disclosure Manager 
Disclosure Office 7 
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FOIA REQUEST 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

Owner /Founder 

The Black Vault 

htt.Q:LLwww.theblackvault.com 

Toll Free: (800) 456-2228 

International: 1 (818) 655-0474 

Fax: (818) 659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/31/2016 2:24AM (GMT-05:00) 
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To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status 
as a "representative of the news media." I atn a freelance television 
producer often working on documentaries related to my FOIA requests, 
my work is cotnmonly featured throughout major news organizations, 
and I freelance writer for news sites as well. Examples can be given, if 
needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 
john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD 
via postal mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur 
a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of a list 
of all PREMIUM TRAVEL EXPENDITURES by your agency, during 
the calendar year 2016. (if you are required to do by FY, I will accept 
the FY of 2016 as well, but prefer calendar year, if possible.) 

Thank you so much for your time, and I atn very much looking forward 
to your response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 
 
 

FAX 1-818-659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/31/2016 2:24AM (GMT-05:00) 
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·,No. of Pages: 3 

DATE: 1/6/2017 

TO: · Dehise Higley, Tax Law Specialist 
Aaron ........... , ·.u~ ...... " +: 'F.ax Law Specialist 

FROM: 

SUBJECTi 

Dear Ms. 

Please a 

IR$ Disclosure 
P.q>. Box6215 
Atlanta, GA (3 
Fak No.: (877) 

..~ .... ,v ...... ~. Please acknowledge receipt and inform us when we can expect 

4ontaot us at 1'5~443-3563 if you have problems with this fax transmittal . 

. syr.edu E-mail: trac@syr.edu 
Washington, D.C: (202) 518-9000 West Coast (425) 746·6372 

360 Newhouse II, Syracuse. NY 13244·2100 

RE EIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/06/2017 11:45AM (GMT-06:00) 
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TRA 
<Ce.ess Clearinghouse 

January 6, 2017 

Under the pr vis1ons of the Fr erlom of Information Act, we request a case-by -case listing of all 
FOIA reque s repeived by th f'OIA office from October 1, 2012 - December 31 , 20 16, with the 
following da a fl~lds: 

. 
(a) Assign reqpest tracking umber 

I 

(b) Office ( her~ multiple co . ·ponents) 

(c) Date of r qudst 

(d) Date req est ~vas receive 
. . 

(e) Track as igntd 
I 

(f) Date clo ed (!Where closur &as occurred at the time you process this request) 

Please note ou M~l1 be regul iy receiving requests for updated infonnation on your FOIA 
workload. thb extent you a.ve previously provided us complete information in the requested 

I 

format on a articular closed sse, it is not necessary to provide information on that case again. 
However, i yo~ find it simpl r:to provide information on the status of every request received 
during this imejperiod, this i ~ertainly acceptable as well. 

This listing shoiud be provid t as a CSV or other equivalent machine-readable text format that 
retains the tru~re of the te tin its original tabular form. [Equivalent formats, for example, 
include Ex el, $b-delimited ex.t, X1\11L, fixed-column-width text. PDF files do not meet this 
requi.remen sir~e the tabula structure of the. text is stripped off from the original source when a 
PDF forma is dreated.] 

We reques tha' we be classi ·ed as a representative ofthe news media under the provisions of 
the Freedo of! Information . ct, and as representatives of an educational institution, whose 
purpose in lud¢s scholarly, ·ientific research. TRAC is a center jointly sponsored by the 
Newhouse ch~ol of Public l ommunications and the Whitman Management School at Syracuse 
University TRJ6.C's faculty d staff cany out an active program of scholarly research, 
publicatio an4 distribution · ·· der the direction of its 

- ur twork focuse oo the federal government and its day·to-day. <lr.r'"""p" 
how feder agencies imple 'tint their obligations under the Freedom oflnfonnation Act. For 
more than wo lctecades, we 'ave gathered information of interest to the public, transformed this 

, Web: h · p://t rac.syr.edu E-mail : trac@syr .edu · 
Syracuse, NY : PlS) 443-356 1 : washington, D.C. : (202) 518-9000 ext. 249 West Coast : (425) 746-6372 

1 AC: 360 Newhouse II, Syracuse, NY 13244-2100 

RECEIVED BV IRS-EEFAX 01/06/201 7 11:~5AM (GMT-06:00) 
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infonnation ... ,.~LL..l4 ·l5 and research expertise into various works -· including 
reports ~- and actively distributed these works through a 

tK ... a..n,rh OW' two public websites: http://FOIAproject.org and 
tca'UOtls are widely used by other researchers, the news media, 

computerized 
variety of cha~e 
http:/ /trac. 

agency. 

g sample of recent citations to our research and reports, see: 

f.ees. As you are aware, FOIA sets strict time limits for 
r~>n~•P<>to o~eca:usE~~tlime .J :y receipt of the information that must be made public is a 

tnt1ontwd citizenry. Thus, there is substantial pub! ic interest in 
-m-- · - J in meeting these timeliness goals. Indeed, because of their 

each federal agency to compile and publish statistics on 
"'"'"'"'""''15 caseloads each year. However, by the time these FOIA reports 

are no longer timely. It is the purpose of this request to gather 

RE 

.provide regularly updated FOIA monitoring reports on your 

infonnatlon. Should you have any questions, or if we can be of 
to contact us. Thank you very much. 

BY IRS- EEFAX 01/06/2017 11:45AM (GMT- 06:00) 
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FOIA REQUEST 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

Owner /Founder 

The Black Vault 

htt.Q:LLwww.theblackvault.com 

Toll Free: (800) 456-2228 

International: 1 (818) 655-0474 

Fax: (818) 659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/10/2017 6:55PM (GMT-06:00) 



From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Tue Jan 10 17:54:51 2017 MST Page 2 of 3 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a ~~representative of 
the news media. 11 I am a freelance television producer often working on 
documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured 
throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as 
well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 
john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal 
mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all emails sent 
to and from the Congressional Relations I Legislative Relations liaison officer of 
your agency, which contain the word, 11TRUMP. 11 You can include only records 
accessible with an electronic search, from the dates of October 17, 2016 to the 
date of processing this request. 

To the best of my knowledge, your current liaison officer in this office, would be: 

Leonard Oursler National Director for Legislative Affairs 
Internal Revenue Service 
U.S. Department of the Treasury 
1111 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room 3241 
Washington, DC 20224 
Tel: (202) 317-6985 
Fax: (202) 317-4250 
Email: leonard.t.oursler(wirs.gov 

I ask that if my information is incorrect, you include the current person who holds 
this position. 

I please ask that you include all emails sent to and from this officer, which contain 
the above keyword. 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/10/2017 6:55PM (GMT-06:00) 
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In addition, I please ask that the response to this request be expedited and all 
fees be waived. Public interest in the topic of our President is at an all time high. I 
believe that this information, coupled with my unique situation of being able to 
disseminate the responsive records to the public, for free, would justify this 
request being expedited, and all fees being waived. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your 
response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 
 

 

YOU CAN FAX RESPONSES AND DOCUMENTS TO: 1-818-659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/10/2017 6:55PM (GMT-06:00) 



01/13/201 7 FRI 11 : 36 PAX 

January 13, 2017 

Internal Revenue Service FOIA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 
Fax: 877-807·9215 

Dear Disclosure Manager: 

~001 / 0 0 2 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I request that a copy of 
the following documents be provided to me: 

Any correspondence dating back to 2000 with Donald J. Trump, President­
Elect of the United States! or the signatory on any personal tax returns or 
tax returns filed by The Trump Organization alerting him or the signatory 
that an audit has been ordered by the IRS or that an audit has commenced 
or that an audit has been completed of his personal income tax filings or 
those submitted by The Trump Organization. 

(Please note that I am not requesting copies of any tax returns. Only 
correspondence originating from the Internal Revenue Service.) 

I do not wish to inspect the documents first. In order to determine my status for 
the applicability of fees, you should know that I am an "Other" Requester 
seeking information for personal yet non-commercial use. As proof of identity I 
am including a photocopy of my driver's license. 

I am will ing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $100. If you estimate 
that the fees will exceed this limit, please inform me first. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

RECEIVED BV IRS - EEFAX 01/13/2017 11 :32AM {GMT-05 : 00) 
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January It, 2017 

Via FedEx 

Internal Revenue Service 
FOIA Requests 
Headquarters Disclosure Office 
4800 Buford Highway - Stop 93 - A 
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

INlERNAL REVENU':. S~P.V!CE 
Data Sen·: .. ~' 

'JAN 13 2017 
Cenlrallzed Processing Unit 

Alanla,GA 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. This office 
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client 
we are seeking the following documents: 

Note: The term FY as used in this FOIA request means Fiscal Year. 

1.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandwns reflecting the nwnber of staff hours 
allocated by IRS executives to the Accounts Management function to work taxpayer 
correspondence and provide telephone assistance for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016. 

2.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandwns reflecting the nwnber of staff hours 
allocated by IRS executives to the Accounts Management function to work taxpayer 
correspondence for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016. 

3.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandwns reflecting the nwnber of staff hours 
allocated by IRS executives to the Accounts Management function to provide telephone assistance 
to taxpayers for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016. 

4.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the amount of overtime hours 
allocated by IRS executives to the Accounts Management function to work taxpayer 
correspondence and provide telephone assistance for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016. 

5.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that the IRS reduced taxpayer 
correspondence for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016. 

6.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting why the IRS reduced taxpayer 
correspondence for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016. 
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7 .) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that the iRS reduced telephone 
assistance to taxpayers for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016. 

8.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting why the IRS reduced telephone 
assistance to taxpayers for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016. 

9.) Copies of any data reflecting that increased allocation of available staff hours to work 
correspondence contributed to a lower level of telephone service to taxpayers for FY 2013, FY 
2014, FY2015 and FY2016. 

10.) Copies of any data reflecting that the IRS's reductions in overtime for assistors on January 1, 
2015 until after the filing season resulted in fewer hours worked by assistors to answer telephones 
and work correspondence during the period when most taxpayers seek assistance for FY2015 and 
FY2016. 

11.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that continual reductions in 
the number of staff that works taxpayer correspondence and provides telephone assistance 
occurred for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY2015 and FY2016. 

12.) Copies of any data reflecting that the amount of user fees to supplement taxpayer services 
appropriations significantly decreased in FY 2015. 

13.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that user fees can be used to 
help meet telephone level of service goals for FY 2013, FY 2014, FY 2015 and FY 2016. 

14.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that the amount of user fees 
to supplement taxpayer services appropriations significantly decreased in FY 2015 which resulted 
in less staff hours to work correspondence and provide telephone assistance to taxpayers. 

15.) Copies of any data reflecting that the taxpayer service appropriation increased for FY 2013, 
FY 2014, FY 2015 and FY 2016. 

16.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that IRS management made 
the decision to use more FY 2015 user fee funds to supplement the annual Operations Support 
appropriation and less for Taxpayer Services. 

17 .) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that IRS management made 
the decision to use more FY 2016 user fee funds to supplement the annual Operations Support 
appropriation and less for Taxpayer Services. 

18.) Copies of any data reflecting that the overall staff hours allocated by IRS executives to answer 
telephones and work taxpayer correspondence decreased by approximately 11% between FYs 
2013 and 2015. 

2 
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19.) Copies of any data reflect.ing that the telephone Level of Service set for FY 2015 is a 32 
percentage point reduction when compared to the Level of Service set for FY 2013 and a 23 
percentage point reduction compared to the Level of Service set for FY 2014. 

20.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that IRS management 
indicated that the number of calls answered per staff hour decreased as a result of the IRS directing 
taxpayers to IRS.gov for refund inquiries and transcript requests in 2014 . . · 

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under 
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such 
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested documeni(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt 
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all 
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and 
conspicuously indicated. 

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to 
release such documents or parts of docu~ents, I request that you specify which exemption(s) 
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not 
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess 
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I 
request that you idt;ntify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have 
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such documents might otherwise 
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the 
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or 
individual. 

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to this request. If you anticipate that the 
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being advised thereof in advance of the 
assembly of those records and the estimated charge in excess of $500, if any, for qoing so. If the 
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For 
Efficient Government. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees , you should 
know that I am an "Other" Requester seeking information for non-conunerciaJ or personal use. 

I request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within 
ten ( 10) days of the submission of this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the 
initial ten (IO) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested 
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the 
IRS. 

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to: 

3 



As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver's license. 

Request for Expedited Processing 

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing 
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13.8.4 
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client 
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating 
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity. 

CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information 
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG's mission · 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statementl (last 
accessed January II, 20 17) (emphasis added). 

CFEG is engaged in reponing, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government. 
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the 
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

Waiver of Fees Requested 

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states: 

4 
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Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the 
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public 
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requestor. 

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision 'was added to FOIA 'in an attempt to prevent 
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests' 
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes, 
nonprofit public interest groups." Better Gov 'tAss 'n v. Dep 't of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C. 
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial 
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312 
(D.C. Cir. 2003). 

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(t)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the 
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service's operations 
or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the agency's operations 
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public's understanding of 
the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly 
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the 
public's understanding of the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (the information 
is not already available to the general public). 

II( A). Disclosure of the Requested- Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will 
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government 

This FOIA requests records pertaining to the cost of long-term travel of IRS employees. The 
requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the public 
concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public's 
understanding of the IRS's operations and activities with respect to the reduction in taxpayer 
services consisting of working taxpayer correspondence and providing telephone assistance. 

Il(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters; 
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge 

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS. 

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed 
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the reduction in taxpayer services consisting of 
working taxpayer correspondence and providing telephone assistance. 

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows: 

5 
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1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient 
Government ("CFEG"), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG's mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to· protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of . government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www .cfegov .org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed January 11, 20 17) (emphasis added). 

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing 
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes 
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of 
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been 

· victimized can seek help. 

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of 
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and 
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem. 
CFEG's website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to 
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which 
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the reduction in taxpayer 
services consisting of working taxpayer correspondence and providing telephone 
assistance. 

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase 
the public's understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be 
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG's 
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with 



•' 

ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals 
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency. 

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost. 
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating 
government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the 
dissemination of these materials. 

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any 
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

I look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with 
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to 
advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any 
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you. 

Enclosure 

7 
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Freedom of Information Act Officer 
US ll""'ternal Revenue Service 

January 17, 2017 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Freedom of Information Act Officer: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act 

I request that a copy of the following documents be provided to me: 

PAGE 02/02 

• all audio recordings of IRS Chairman John Koskinen, speaking with a 
journalist or journalists, or speaking before an audience, which audio 
recordings were made by or maintained by or are in in the custody of either 
Chairman Koskinen and/or any member of the FTC media team and(or press 
team. 

I wish to excJude all audio of testimony to congress or any audio of any other 
publicly available hearing. 

In order to help to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a 
representative of the news media affiliated with The Washington Examiner. 

J am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $25. If you estimate that 
the fees will exceed this limit, please inform me first. 

I request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested 
information to me is in the public interest because it is lil~ely to contribute 
significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the 
government and is not primarily in my commercial interest. 

RECEIVED BY IRS- EEFAX 01/17/2017 1:00PM (GMT-06:00) 
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HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH 

)50 Fifth Avenue 
34th Floor 
New York, NY 10118-3299 
Tel: '-~'--:19<>-4700 
Fax; 212-736-1300 
Email: hrwny@hrw.org 

Facsimile 

To: IRS 

Fax Number: 

cc: 

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH 1410001/ 0011 

www.hrw.org 

From: Human Rights Watch 

Phone Number; 

Date: 1/18/2017 
Re: FOIA Request 

Pages: 11 (including cover) Expedited Processing Requested 

If you experience an difficulties with this facsimile, please contact 
~hrw.org or Thank you. 
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IRS FOIA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

HRW.org 

Re: Freedom of Information Act request-expedited processing 
sought 

January 18,2017 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Through this letter, Human Rights Watch (''HRW") requests copies of 
documents pursuant to the Freedom oflnformation Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552. 

W c request these documents on an expedited basis; we also seck a public 
interest fcc waiver and news media fee status. 

As explained below, our request concerns policy and other final or 
working documents that relate to the ability of the Internal Revenue 
Service ("IRS") to obtain access to communications and related data that 
the US government has acquired under 50 U.S.C. § 188la (also known as 
Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, "FISA") or 
Executive Order 12333 ("EO 12333"). In the context of this request, 
"related data," also commonly known as "metadata," refers to data that 
describe a communication: for example, the date, time, and duration of a 
telephone conversation, or the date, time, sender, and recipients of an e­
mail. For our purposes, "related data" also includes location data. 

Below, we list <>ur specilic requests, followed by an explanation of the 
relevant laws. We also provide details regarding our requests for 
expedited processing, a public interest fcc waiver, and news media fcc 
status . 

I. Requested records 

Human Rjghts Watch respectfully requests copies of the following 
documents, preferably in electronic format and on a rolling basis as the 
IRS locates them: 

1, Fozmal, final, or implemented legal opinions and determinations, 
procedures, policies, training materials~ and memoranda of agreement 
that meaningfully discuss or address the TRS' authority to acquire or 

AMS'IDtDAM· III!IIU.rl'· lii!JtUN • BRUSS8.S • CHICAGO· Gl!llr.YA • JOIIANHII$8UIIG. Kltlt• LONDON • LOSNtGIU$ • MOSCOW • IWROII• N!WYOIUC • 
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collect communications or related data pursuant to Section 702 (50 U.S.C. § 
188la) or Executive Order 12333, including pursuant to a delegation of authority 
by the National Security Agency/Central Security Service ("NSA"). 

a. Please note that some materials may refer to Section 702 simply as the 
"FISAAmendmcnts Act" (or ''FAA"). of which it was a part. 

2. !formal; final, or implemented legal opinions and determinations, policies, 
procedures, and training materials that meaningfully discuss or address the IRS' 
authority to receive, disseminate, retain, query. or obtain authorization to query 
communications or related data that other US government entities have obtained 
pursuant to Section 702 or Executive Order 12333. 

a. This request includes (but is not limited to) records meaningfully 
discussing the the IRS' treatment of data accessible to or made available to 
it through fusion centers, joint task forces, and databases. 

3. Formal, final, or implemented legal opinions and determinations; procedures, 
policies, training materials, and memoranda of agreement (with appendices where 
applicable) conceming the IRS' ability to request raw signals intelligence the NSA 
has acquired pursuant to Executive Order 12333. 

4. Formal, tina!, or implemented legal opinions and determinations, procedures, 
policies, and training materials concerning the IRS' treatment of communications 
and related data belonging to United States persons that has been acquired 
pursuant to Section 702 or Executive Order 12333. 

5. Fonnal, t1nal, or implemented legal opinions and determinations, policies, 
procedures, and training materials that concern any ability on the part of the IRS 
to non1inatc targets tor communications surveillance under Section 702 or 
Executive Order 12333 to the NSA or Federal Bureau of!nvestigation ("FBf'). 

6. Fonnal, final, or implemented legal opinions and determinations, policies, 
procedures, and training materials t11at concern the lRS' treatment of attorney­
client communications or related data that the US government originally obtained 
pursuant to Section 702 or Executive Order 12333. 

7. Formal, tina!, or implemented legal opinions and detem1inations, as well as 
policies, concerning whether inii.xmation that falls within the scope of the IRS' 
mission qualifies as ''foreign intelligence" or "foreign intelligence information'' 
for the purposes of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act or Executive Order 
12333. 

8. Formal, final, or implemented legal opinions and determinations. policies, 
procedures, and training materials that concern the IRS' ability to request 
prctcxtual stops (potentially also known as "whisper" or "wall"/"wall-

2 
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off''/''walled-off" stops) of persons or vessels, or other fonns of "parallel 
construction" or "parallel rcconstruction."1 

9. Any reports or other conclusions of relevant Inspectors General concerning 
activities of the nature described in (1)-(8) above. 

ll. Background 

a. Section 702 of the FISA Amendments Act 

In 2005, the New York Times reported that the US executive branch had been monitoring 
the international telephone and Internet communications of people in the United States, 
based on an executive order and without obtaining judicial warrants.2 Congress ultin1ately 
responded to these revelations by adopting the FlSA Amendments Act ("FAA") of2008, 
which added a set of provisions to FISA. 

One of these new provisions, Section 702, is now ibund at 50 U.S.C. § 1881 a and 
empowers the Attorney General and the Director of National Intelligence to authorize 
surveillance that "targetlsJ persons reasonably believed to btl located outside the United 
States," so long as a "significant purpose" of the surveillance is to obtain "foreign 
intc:lligct1cc information."~ Elsewhere, FISA defines the latter tem1 as including, among 
other things, infonnation related to "the conduct of the foreign affairs of the United 
State~."4 

Section 702 requires the Attorney General Lo adopt ''targeting" and ''minimi7..ation" 
procedures that arc ''reasonably designed'' to provide certain protections to "United States 
persons.'' (The latter teml includes US citizens, aliens lawfully admitted tor permanent 
residence, and certain corporations and unincorporated associations.5

) The Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Court must review these targeting and minimization procedures 
annually; however, the Court does not authorize or approve any individual survtlillancc 
targets.<• The Ofiicc of the Director of National Intelligence has declassified and released 
the 2015 minimization procedures for the NSA, FBI, Central Intelligence Agency, and 
National Counterterrorism Center.' 

1 Sc:c: John Shiffinan and Kristina Cooke, "Exclullivc: U.S. directs agents to cover up program used to 
invc:stigut-:Amcricnns." Reuters, Aug. 5, 2013, http://www.reytef'S.com/arti!(lc(us-dca-sod­
idUSBRE974Q?R201308QS. 
'-James Risen artd Eric Llchtblau, "Bush Lets U.S. Spy on Callers Without Courts," N.Y. TIM£S., Dec. 16. 
2005. available at htm:/Jwww.nytimes.cQm/20QS/12/J6/polilics/bu::h~lets-us-snv·Qn-Gallcrs-witho~tl· 
courts.html. 
~50 U.S.C. § 188la(a). (g)(2)(v). 
-~so u.s.c. § 180I(e)(2). 
lSO U.S.C. § 180l(i). 
650 u.s.c. § 188l(a). (i). 
1 See Office ofthc Director ofNationallntelligence, "Release of201S Section 702 Minimi7..ation 
Procedures," !C nn the Record, Aug. 11, 20 16, 
http:;,;LLir;on!hcrccord .tumblr.com/ps~stll481.91Q 1 0498/rel~;M•s-of-20 15-t~ecc.ivn~ 702-mi ni mi7.ath;2,n. 
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Following former Booz Allen Hamilton contractor Edward Snowden's disclosure of 
materials concerning NSA surveillance, the Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight Board 
("PCLOB") confim1ed and described, in a public report whose contents arc entirely 
unclassified, two types of surveillance activity the executive branch conducts pursuant to 
Section 702. Through the t1rst of these two activities, ''PRISM collection," the executive 
branch "sends a selector, such as an email address, to a United States .. ba.sed electronic 
communications service provider"; the provider is then "compeJJed to give the 
communications sent to or from that selector to the government. "K 

Through the second Section 702 surveillance activity described by PCLOB, "upstream 
collection," the government con1pels communications companies to search the telephone 
and Internet comn11.mications that t1ow over certain basic pieces of communications 
infrastructure (including the circuits that are known as the "Internet backbone").9 

Afler the NSA or FBI has acquired data through Section 702 surveillance, these agencies 
have the ability to "query" (i.e., search) the data in a manner that is similar to searches an 
Internet user conducts using a search engine, including by using terms such as ''a key 
word or phrase."10 Although individuals may only view unminimized data acquired 
through Section 702 surveillance if the governnumt has authorized them to do so, the 
relevant PCLOB report and other documents indicate that individuals without such 
authorization may nevertheless query databases that contain Section 702 data, and that 
these databases will indicate (in response to the query) that such data exists. 11 The 
individual conducting the search may then ask someone with the appropriate 
authorization to reveal the Section 702 data itself. 12 Applicable policies that have been 
declassified permit elements of the Intelligence Community to query Section 702 data 
using identifiers associated with United States persons under some circumstances:.u 

Where the dissemination of US domestic communications aC<.]uired through Section 702 
surveillance is concerned, the NSA' s minimization procedures allow the Agency to share 
with ·'appropriate Federal law enforcement authorities" any such communication 01at "is 
reasonably believed to contain evidence of a crime that has been, is being, or is about to 
be committed."14 Meanwhile, the FBI's minimization procedures generally grant the 

8 Privacy and Civil T .ibertics Oversight Board, .REPORT ON THR SURVEILLANCe PROGRAM 0PER.ATF.D 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 702 OF THE FOR.illGN .lN1:'ELLIGF.iNCF. St JRVEILLANCE ACT (20 14), p. 7 
(hereinafter "PCLOB Report"). 

'
1 Jd. at pp. 35-37. 
10 Id. at p. 55. 
II fc/. 8( pp. 55-56. 
1 ~ ld.i Mcn1orandum Opinion and Order, Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court, Nov. 6, 2015, pp. 28·29 

(hereinafter "FISC Opinion"). This opinion has been declassified and released; sec Office oi'the 
Director ofNationallntelligenee, "Relea.~c of Three Opinions Issued by the Foreign Intelligc:ncc 
Surveillance: Court.'"IC on the Recf1rd, Apr. 19, 2016, 
https;//iconthc:rs:cord.tumblr.cQOJLnost/143070924?83/rc:lease-Qf~three·Qp}.uions·issucd-by-the-foreign. 

13 PCLOB Report, supra n. 8 .• pp. 56·59; FISC Opinion, supra n. 12 .• pp. 26·27. 
14 "MinimiZ~ttion Procedures Used by the National Security Agency in Connection With Acquisitions of 

Foreign Intelligence: lnfonnntion Pursuant to Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Survcillaru::c: Act 
of 1978, as Amended," July 10, 201 S, p. 12, available at 
httpsi//www,dni.govlfilcs/d\)CI,)m$nts/20t SNSAMinimiZl!tionPrt~cedyres Redacted,psjf. 
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Bureau broad powers to disseminate "infom1ation that is assessed to be evidence of a 
crimc."15 

Section 702, along with other provisions of Title VII of the FAA, is scheduled to expire 
on December 31,2017 unless Congress renews itY' 

b. Executive Ordet 12333 

Originally issued in 1981, EO 12333 governs United States intelligence activities and 
was most recently amendt'ld in 2008. 17 It provid~s, inter alia, that th~ US Int~llig~c~ 
Community must "collect infonnation concerning, and conduct activities to protect 
against ... international criminal drug activities.'' 111 The order also authorizes the 
Intelligence Community to collect, retain, and disseminate ''[i]nforn1ation obtained in the 
course of a lawful foreign intelligence" or "international drug" investigation, as well as 
"[i]ncidentally obtained information that may indicate involvement in activities that may 
violate Federal, state, local, or foreign laws"; ''information concerning persons who arc 
reasonably believed to be potential sources or contacts"; and "infotn1ation necessary for 
administrative purposes." 19 

On January 12,2017, the Oilicc of the Director ofNationallntelligence publicly released 
procedures pennitting the NSA to disseminate raw signals intelligence obtained pursuant 
to EO 12333-including communications ofUS persons-to other Intelligence 
Community elements in some circumstances.20 

III. Request for expedited processing 

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(E) and 31 C.F.R. § l.S(e), HRW seeks expedited 
processing of this request. 

There is a "compelling need" tor the information we have requested, as HR W is 
"primarily engaged in disseminating information;' and there is an urgent need tbr the 
orga.ni:r.ation to "infonn the public conccmlng actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity" in the area of surveillance pr.tcticcs (5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(H)(v)(ii); 31 C.F.R. § 
1.5(c)(2)(li)). 

,,~ "Minimi:a:ttion Procedures Used by the Federal Bureau of Jnvcstigatlon in Connection With Acquisitions 
of Forci&n lntclHgence lnformation Pursuant to Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act of 1978, as Amended," July 10, 201S, pp. 9, 20,30-32. 

16 FISA Amendments Act Reauthorization Act of20 12 (P.L. I I 2-238), § 2. 
17 Executive Order 12333: United States Intelligence Activities (as amended by Executive Orders 1.12&4, 
1l3SS. and 13470), available at ht.tp://fas.o.m/irp/offdocsleo/co-12333-2008.pdf. 
111 ld, at§ L4(b). 
19 Jd at§ 2.l{c), (f), (i). 
20 ""Procedures for the Availability or Dissemination of Raw Signal('; Tntclligcncc: Jnibrmation by the 
National Security Agency under Section 2.3 of Executive Order 12333 (Raw SIGINT Availability 
Procedures)," undated, available at https://www.dni.goylfilwdocumsmts/icotr/RawSIGlNIOuidelines-!l.'i: 
DJ'UlrQvcd·redacWd ,pdf. 
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a. Human Rights Watch is primarily engaged in disseminating information 

Human Rights Watch is a nonprofit organization comprised of human rights professionals 
who engage in extensive tact-tinding and reporting on human rights conditions in the 
United States and elsewhere, providing original factual infonnation and analyses to the 
US and global public and to media outlets. Where the practices of the United States' 
Federal and state governments are concerned, for example, HRW has investigated and 
reported on interrogation techniques a1lcgcdly used by the Central Intelligence Agency, 
the impact ofUS surveillance on journalists and attorneys, consequences ofthe 
criminalization of the possession of drugs tor personal use, and deportations tor drug 
offenses.21 

HR W' s tact-finding work regularly forms the basis of reports by print, broadcast, and 
Internet media. 22 The organization also disseminates original reports and other factual 
content to the public, including through its website, www.hn£.Qrg, which receives 
approximately 15 million unique visitors per year. 

HRW therefore meets the statutory definition of a "representative ofthe news media" as 
an "entity that gathers infonnation ofpoiential irl.tcrcst to a segment of the public, uses its 
editorial skills to turn the raw materials into a distinct work, and distributes that work to 
an audience." 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii); see also Nat'! Sec. Archive v. Dcp 't of Dej., 
880 F.2d 1381, 1387 (D.C. Cir. 1989). The Department ofHomeland Security recognized 
H RW as a representative of t.he news media when responding to a Freedom of 
Information Act request in 2008 (reference number DHS/OS/PRl V 08-832 Po Kempner 
request). 

b. There is an urgent need to if!form the public cotwerning actual or alleged 
Federal Government surveillance activity 

As noted above, Section 702 ofFISA is scheduled to expire on December 31, 2017, 
unless Congress renews it. Particularly following the Snowden disclosures that began in 

Zl Laura Pitter, "US: Ex-Detainees Describe Unreported CTA Torture," Oct. 3, 2016, 
https://www.hrw..ora/new~/40 16/ I Q/03/us-cx.-dc:tujnc:es~desctibe·unrepor.t;~g-cia-torturc; Human Rights 
Watch, WITIILII\ERTYTO MONITOR ALL (2014), available: at 
htt.g:;;://www.hrw.o.m/reportflQ14/Q7/28/Iibs;rty-monitor"aULhow~targe-fs;~l~-us-~urvcill!;!ncc-lwrming~ 
joumalism•lll:w-nnd: Human Rights Watch, EYERYlS SiiCONDS (2016), available at 
http~://www.brw,orgL.re!'!Ort/20 1 ~/ 1 0/12/cvczy-25-t'ec®ds&ymqn-mll-criminalizjng-dntg-u:;,;-ynile<h~tat~: 
Human Rights Watch, A PRrcF. Too HtGH (2015), available at 
https://www+hrw.omL!ln.Qri/2Q I S/06116/.price·too"highLus~fam i I ies-n>m-upart-dwort!!liont:·dru&-offen,t~. 
22 For recent examples, see Spencer Ackem1an, "Tunisian men detail CTA black site torture involving 
electric chnir and more," GUARDIAN, Oct. 3, 2016, hnps://www.th~/.l.atdian.com/us-ncws/2016/oct/Q~/cia­
torturc-ctlectric-cbqir-blru;k·::it~; Megan Jula & Julia Preston, "Delayed Care Faulted in Immigr.mts' Deaths 
at Detention Centers," N.Y. TIMFJ;, July 7. 2016, p. Al3, available at 
hltt!:/{www.nytimcs.com/2016/Q1/9.?J.u::/delmg·s:i\r!f·faultcd·in-immigrant.s·dealhs-at·deten1iQn­
s.;entQrfl,html; Christopher Ingraham, "Police arrest more people for marijuana use than for all violent 
crime!! - combined," WASH. POST, Oct. 12. 2016, 
httQ~~LL.www. wa11hingtonpos\ .~;tomlnewsLwonk/wpQO 16/1 0/ 12/pol ict-&irot$t·m.ore·people-for-m~rijuana-usc­
thj!n-for-all-violcnt·crimcll-combinedt. 
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June 2013, there has been intense media and public interest, as well as reporting by 
government-appointed panels~ concerning programs conducted under this authority.2il 
Multiple books have been published, and feature-length films created, that address 
Section 702 and/or other US government surveillance topics.24 In May 2015, the United 
States Senate held a public hearing concerning the FAA (which includes Section 702), 
and two legislative amendments have previously been introduced in the House of 
Representatives with the intention of restricting the querying of Section 702 data.25 This 
interest in actual or alleged federal government activities conducted pursuant to Section 
702 is likely to intensify as the legislation~s sunset deadline approaches and Congress is 
forced to decide whether to re-authorize this controversial provision. The public therefore 
urgently requires the information Human llights Watch is seeking regarding the federal 
government's interpretation of Section 702 (and related policies and procedures) and its 
treatment of data acquired under this legal authority. 

EO 12333 also continues to be the subject ofpublic controversy and debate. Documents 
disclosed by Snowden that allegedly describe programs the United States operates 
pursuant to this Executive Order have been the subject of extensive media rcporting.26 

Additionally, whistleblowcr John Napier Tye has repeatedly raised public concerns about 
the federal government's use of this authority in media outlets.27 As mentioned above, on 

"~See, e.g., PCLOB Report, supra n. 8.: President's l~eview Group on Tntclligcncc l:llld Communications 
Technologies, LJBI:::IUY ANU SECU.Itl'l'\' IN A CHANGING WORLD (20 1 J), available at 
httn~://WW'Y. whi!Qhpy~c.gov/;.;itcs/dcibult/filc:s/docs/2Q 13-12-!2 r;g final repor.!J2gf: Timothy B. Lee, 
"Here's everything we know about PRISM to date," WASil . POST, June 12.2013, 
https://www.wnsbing.tonoost.cQmLnews/wonk(wp/20 13/06/12/hcrs:s-c::vezything-we-knQw·ilhout·nrism·tQ­
~ Charlie Savage:, "F.B.I. Is Broadening Surveillance Role, Report Shows," N.Y. TIMilS, Jan. 11.2015, 
p. A I 0, available at ht1p;//www.nytimc:s.com/20 15LQ 1Ll2/us/politiQ~Ibc;yond-nsit··lbi·i~-{tSS!IWing~A-l!lr&er~ 
.S1Jn'-~1l.l.an.c~.:t<llil·rQ,Port·lihows.html; Mark Hosenball &. Dustin Vo17~ "Yahoo email scan t·C:ll under foreign 
spy law - source~>," RRIJTF.Rs, Oct. 6, 2016, ht!p://www.reur.ers.cQmLttrticle&~·nhoo·n~>a· 
idi.ISKCN125:ZNk. 
~4 Sec, e.g., Charlie Sava~e, POWER W A~S (20 15): Glenn Grccnwttld, NO PLACE TO li.IDE (2014); PBS 
Frontline:, UNITED STATES OF SECRETS (two-part broadcast series, dir. Michael Kirk) (2014). 
~~A video recording of the hewing is available at httru;:/lwww.c·sp!!n.org/videol'l40933?·ILsena.te· 
lY.sli£:i:ll)::·~mmittcc·hold:;-hc!!ring"iistHe5l\lthori:r.g.ti.ru:t. Regarding the legislative amendments, see Office 
of Representative Zoe Lofgren, "House to Vote on Amendment to Shut Survcilhmcc Backdoors'' (press 
rc:!c:ase), June 15, 2016, !J.!:ID£'11QfgtQn.housc.gov/m::ws/d&)Cymentsingle.psp~QcumcntJD'-398Q78. 
:~ Sec:, e.g., Burton Gellman & Ashk;m Soltani, "NSA surveillance program reaches 'into the past' to 
retrieve, replay phone: calls," W ASII. POST. Mar. 18, 20 14, 
https:l/www.w~t~hing\O!)J20S1 .com/wQ,r.ld/nption;.t1-s~s;urity/n;m-surv<rilhtnce-pro&rpm-reaches·into-thc-past­
to•rctricvc-r£Pl<!)'·ph9n«•CliJ1S/2Ql4103L181226d264~·i!!:lc9-ll c3-a49c· 76adc921 Qfl9 .story,html; James 
Ball, "NSA collects millions of lext me:;sAges daily in 'untargeted' global sw~ep," GUARDIAN, Jan. 16, 
20 14, https;//www.thcgmirdi!m.com/wrJdLZ214/ii\nl1 ~tnsa-collccts-million~·l.c:x.t-messpg,e::·dai ly· 
~mtarggtcd·glob;tl-swccp; Barton Gellman & A::hkan Soltani, "NSA infiltrates Jinks to Yahoo. Google data 
centers worldwide, Snowden documents say," W A$H. PosT, Oct 30, 2013. 
)lttns://www.washingtonpost.com/wor!d/na.tional.::~e_cyrity/nlla·infiltmtcs·links-to·vahoo-googl,~:d.ax~ 
£~nt~rs·worldwidc·:mowdcn·document~H;rot/20 1 UJ.QQO/c~ I d661 c-4166·11 c:3·8b74-
P.82.d714ca4dd story.htmL 
Z7 John Napier 'fYe, "Meet Executive Order l233J: The Reagan M.IIe that lets the NSA spy on America,ns," 
WASH. 'POST, July 18, 2014. https;//www.washjogtt;mpo::t.comW,inions/mcct-s;:xc:!;utive-order-12n3·the· 
reagMJ.·nJle·thnt·l~Nh~-n~a-spy-on-i!mcric;;im/20 14/0711 8/93d2lls;22-0b93-1194-b8s;:5· 
d0de80767fc:2 stoa.btmJ: Joh" NapierTyc, "We Can't Trusl Trump With Today'~ NSA," SLA'J'~, Nov. 2, 
2016, 
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January 12,2017, the government publicly released procedures concerning the NSA 's 
disseminatiort of data obtained through EO 12333 to other US intelligence agencies; these 
procedures led to an expression of concern by the American Civil Liberties Union.lK 

The publicly available procedures coneern.ing Section 702 and EO 12333 explicitly 
contemplate the acquisition and dissemination of US persons' communications and 
related data, as well as auomey-clitmt communications.29 As explained above, EO 12333 
also expressly authorizes the Intelligence Community (ofwhich the Department of1.he 
Treasury is a member) to collect intelligence information as part of an "international 
drug" investigation or "foreign intelligence" investigation, while the PCLOS report on 
Section 702 and other publicly available government materials confum that Section 702 
data may be queried or disseminated in connection with criminal inquiri~s. Adclitionally, 
documents previously released by the Drug Enforcement Administration acknowledge 
the practice of using "parallel construction" or ''parallel reconstruction'; to prevent the 
disclosure oflntelligence Community sources and methoclc; in court.30 The requests we 
have made are therefore of a type that concern actual or alleged Federal government 
activity. 

Thus, there is an urgt:nt need for the public to be as fully informed as possible concerning 
the government's activities pursuant to these two major surveillance authorities. 

1,- certify that this demonstra 
c~my knowledge and belief. 

IV. Request for public interest fee waiver 

. .... . - true and 

HR W requests that the IRS search for, review, duplicate, and furnish any documents 
responsive to this submission without charge, as the "disclosure of the information is in 
the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding 
of the ope&dtions or activities of' the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requester" (5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii); 31 C.F.R. ~ 1. 7(d)(l )). HRW is a 
non-profit organization and has no commercial interest in the IRS' response to this 
request for documents. Additionally, the disclosur~ of the information concerned is 
"likely to contribute significantly to public understanding" of the IRS' operations or 
activities, as dtmtonstrated below. 

a. The request concerns the IRS' operah:om; or activities 

httR:/Jv..ww.siA\~,S<Qmh.rticlcs/tcchnology/futurc: ten~e/20 16/11/we . cqn t trn~t t!Jlml2 with todzy s nS!.ht 
m,!. 
:1.11 Charlie Savage, "N.8_A. Gets MOTC Latitude: lo Share I.ntercepted Communications." N.Y. T!MI::S. Jan. 
12. 2017, p. A 11, available at htlps://www.nylimes.com/2017LOlL12/us/nolitics/nsa·gcts·morc·l!!til.ude·lQ· 
share-interc_epJ~.d-rommynications.html? r- 0. 
19 See .)7Jpru nn. 14-t S, 20. 
10 See Muckrock, "DF:A teache~ n.gcnt.~ to rccrcalc: c:vidc:Iicc chain to hide methods," Feb. 3, 2014, available: 
at ht1pli://www.mvckt2Pk.oomLn$w5krchivcs/~O 1 4ffcb/03/dcii·J2!!11!1lel·~;onswcti2Jl:'&Yid~l. and a.~sociated 
documents Hvailablc at ht:tp://WWW.dQcument£loud.orglsiocumcnm/ I 0 11382-responsive~ 
documcnts.h!ml#sk)¢1liDei)t/p9. 
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HRW's request concerns documents pertaining to federal government surveillance 
activities conducted pursuant to two specific legal authorities: Section 702 of FISA and 
EO 12333. These authorities explicitly authorize or otherwise contemplate the US federal 
government's use of surveillance in the circumstances described therein. EO 12333, in 
particular, describes and anticipates the surveillance role of the Department of the 
Treasury. 31 

h. The disclosure of the record'> sought would be meaningfully informative about 
these operations or activities 

Through this request, HR W seeks legal analyses, policies, procedures, and training 
materials. Just as such foundational rules or guidance would presumably be intended to 
provide meaningful information about the activities in question to IRS personnel, it 
would equally provide meaningful in1ormation to the public about the nature and 
processes of these activities as well as applicable limits and safeguards. 

c. The disclosure would contribute slgn~ficantly to the general public's 
understanding of the subject. in question 

As described above, the US' surveillance practices have generated prolonged and 
widespread interest on the part of the public, particularly following Snowden's disclosure 
of materials in 2013. 

The disclosures HR W seeks concern foundational ll.'lgal interpretations, policies, rules, 
guidance~ and instructions that (insofar as they exist) presumably establish the parameters 
and operations of, as well as safeguards applying to, the relevant US surveillance 
programs. The disclosure of such fhundational materials would enable the public to 
ascertain the extent and nature of the IRS' relationship with these surveillance 
activities-a matter regarding which the public currently possesses little, if any, 
unambiguous and detailed information. 

HRW disseminates infonnation widely to other members of the media and to the gt.'ncral 
public (sec above); information disclosed in response to this request would therefore 
contribute .signHicantly to the public's understanding of the matter in question. 

V. Request for news media fee status 

HR W also requests an exemption from search fees, and a waiver of other fees that might 
otherwise apply, as a member of the news media (5 U.S. C.§ SS2(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II)-(III); cf. 
31 C.F.R. § I. 7(a)(3)); see Part III( a) above tor an explanation of our status as a 
representative of the news media. 

~ 1 EO l2333,supra n. Hi, §§ 1.7(1), 1.9. 
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Responses should be addressed to: 

Human Rights Watch 
350 Fifth Ave., 34th Fl. 
New York, NY 1 O() 18 

The addressee may also be contacted by e~mail 
(212) 290-4700. 

10 
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CBC •@ Radio-Canada 

January 9, 2017 

IRS FOIA Request 
HQ FOIA 

Stop 211 
PO Box ~21506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

Dear Sir/Madam, i 

canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation 

Societe Radio-Canada 

INTERNAL. A 
EVENUE SERVICE 

Date~ 

JAN 1 8 2017 
Centla~~ect Prnr-., __ 

Allan.;. -.g Untr 
,QA 

Under the terms of ~the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request access to the following· records : 

"All records, including reports and briefing notes, concerning the transfer of banking information records 
from the Canada Revenue Agency or financial institutions located in Canada under the terms of FATCA or 

the intergovernmental agreement between Canada and the United States. This request includes any 
records about what,is being done with the information but does not include individual banking records or 
individual·tax fi les.!'! 

I am a senior joumalist with the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (CBC). Any news stories resulting 

from the records wiil be published online as well as broadcast on radio and television. 

I am willing to pay fees up to $25. Please advise me if the fee estimate exceeds that amount. 

Ho-.yever, s ince my. request is in the public interest and w ill help citizens in both Canada and the U.S. 
better understand t~e operations government and of the new inf.or:mation sharing agreement, I am asking for­
expedited processi~g of my request and for fees to be waived. 

nesmal[e to contact me if you have any questions. I can be reached l;ly e-m~il ,at. 

"""""=:.;.:=.== or by phone at ••••• 

Sincerely, 

Canadian Broadcasting Corporation 

I . 

CBC 0875 B· l (02197) 
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RECIPIENT: 

OFFICE PHONE: 

FACSIMILE PHONE: 

SENDER: 

CONTACT PERSON: 

LAW OFFICES 
LERMAN SENTER PLLC 

SUITE 400 
2001 L STREET, NW 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
Telephone: (202) 429-8970 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7783 

_______ __ _ _ PHONE NO.: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: - ---

141 000110005 

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS :S PAGES, INCLUDING THE COVER PAGE. PLEASE 
NOTIFY THE CONTACT PERSON SHOULD YOU HAVE ANY PROBLEMS WJTH THIS TRANSMISSION. 

A hard copy will follow by: 

Overnight delivery 
Mail 
Courier 

A hard copy will not follow ____ _ 

Note: Thi~ message is intended only for the use of the individual or ~ttity to whom it is addressed and may contain 
informatiotl that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from dh;closure under ap(Jiicablc law. If the reader of this 
message is not the intende(l recipient, you arc hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this 
communication i:; strictly prohibited. If you ltavc received this communication in error, please 110tify a~ immediately by 
telephone and return the original me:;:;Rge to us at tht abov~ address via the U.S. Postal Service. 'l1111nk You. 
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I LERMAN 
SENTER 
I'LLC .. 

WASHINGTON, DC 

LERMAN SENTER PLLC 

January 18,2017 

Via Overnig/Jt Service and Facsimile (877-807-9215) 

Director, Office of Governmental Liaison 
and Disclosure 

IRS FOIA Request 
Headquarters Disclosure Office 
CL:OLD:D 
1111 Constitution A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20224 

141 0002/0005 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request for Documents and Communications by 
or between tile Office oftlte National Taxpayer Advocate and Members of 
Congress tlzat Refer and/or Relate to Tax Administration in tlze United States 

Dear Disclosure Officer: 

Pursuant to the Freedom oflnfonnation Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 ("FOIA"), and the Internal 
Revenue Service ("IRS,) FOIA Regulations promulgated thereunder, 26 C.F.R. Part 601.702, et 
seq., we request certain documents and communications by, between or among the National 
Taxpayer Advocate and her immediate senior executive staff in the Office of the National 
Taxpayer Advocate, Members of Congress o:r their representatives and consumer advocacy 
groups referring and/or relating to legislative policy recommendations on the tax administration 
system in the United States, as specified below. 

With respect to the documents and communications relating and/or referring to legislative 
policy recommendations on tax administration, this FOIA request seeks documents and 
communications from January 1, 2015 through the present. Also, for purposes of this request, 
the term "documenf' should be defined broadly, and includes but is not limited to emails, 
memoranda, reports, notes, plans, meeting agendas, charts. data, presentations and analyses. The 
docwnents being requested are related to the following subjects: 

1. All documents reflecting communications between ot among the Office of the 
National Taxpayer Advocate (including but not limited to communications 
involving National Taxpayer Advocate Nina Olson and her immediate senior 
executive staff) and any of the following Members of Congress or their staff 

2001 L STREET NW, SUITE 400 I WASHINGTON, DC 20036 
TEL 202.429.8970 I FAX 202.293.7783 I WWW.LEIWANSENTEitCOM 
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lsi 
Director, Office of Governmental Liaison 

and Disclosure 
January 18,2017 
Page2 

representatives regarding and/or relating to legislative policy recommendations on 
the tax administration system in the United States. 

• Senator Ron Wyden of Oregon 

• Senator Charles Schumer ofNew York 

• Senator Bill Nelson of Florida 

• Senator Sherrod Brown of Ohio 

• Senator Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut 

• Senator Elizabeth W men of Massachusetts 

• Senator Patrick Leahy of Vermont 

• Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont 

• Senator Cory Booker ofNew Jersey 

• Senator Richard Durbin of Illinois 

• Senator AI Franken of Minnesota 

• Senator Edward Markey of Massachusetts 

• Senator Sheldon Whitehouse of Rhode Island 

• Senator Tom Udall ofNew Mexico 

• Senator Tammy Baldwin of Wisconsin 

• Congressman Sander Levin of Michigan 

2. For purposes of clarity, this FOIA request does not seek any document or 
communication referring and/or relating to any individual taxpayer's case. 
Rather, this FOIA request only seeks those communications by, between or 
among the Office of the National Taxpayer Advocate or her immediate senior 
executive staff and Members of Congress and their staff representatives regarding 
legislative policy recommendations being made by the Office of the National 
Taxpayer Advocate. Furthermore, this FOIA request does not seek any publicly 
disseminated document, communlcation or report prepared and distributed by the 
Office of the National Taxpayer Advocate. Rather~ this FOIA request seeks 
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lsi 
Director, Office of Governmental Liaison 

and Disclosure 
January 18, 2017 
Page 3 

particularized documents and communications by, between or among the National 
Taxpayer Advocate and her immediate senior staff and the specified Members of 
Congress listed above in Paragraph 1 regarding legislative policy 
recommendations. 

3. All documents reflecting communications by, between or among the Office of the 
National Taxpayer Advocate (including but not limited to National Taxpayer 
Advocate Nina Olson and her immediate senior staff) and the Consumer 
Federation of America e'CFA"), the National Consumer Law Center ("NCLC,,), 
the Community Reinvestment Association of North Carolina ("CRA"NC"), the 
Center for Responsible Lending e'CRL"), the Neighborhood Economic 
Development Advocacy Project ("NEDAP"), or the Center for Financial Services 
Innovation ("CFSI") that pertain to the Internal Revenue Code and the American 
tax administration system. Again~ this FOIA request does not seek any publicly 
disseminated document> communication or report prepared and distributed by 
consumer advocacy groups listed in this Paragraph. 

If IRS regards any of the documents subject to this FOIA request as potentially exempt 
from disclosure under the FOIA, IRS nonetheless should exercise its discretion to disclose them. 

We also request that IRS produce copies of responsive docwnents in their entirety, 
including all attachments. In the event IRS determines that a document contains material or 
information that falls within a statutory exemption to mandatory disclosure~ please review such 
material or information for possible discretionary disclosure. Furthermore, Section 522(b) of 
FOIA provides that if some parts of a file are exempt from release, "reasonably segregable'' 
portions of the nonexempt material should be provided. Therefore, if IRS determines that some 
of the information requested is exempt from disclosure, please provide a copy of each of the 
nonexempt documents and portions of documents. 

We request that IRS confinn in writing when IRS has detennined that all documents 
responsive to this request, or portions thereof, have been furnished or specifically identified and 
denied under claim of authority pursuant to Section 5 52(b) of FOIA. In the event IRS 
determines that IRS does not have any documents responsive to this request, or portions thereof, 
please confirm this in writing as well. 

As IRS is aware, courts have ruled that agencies refusing to release documents requested 
pursuant to FOIA must prepare and release indexes of the documents withheld. Therefore, if 
lRS determines that part or all of any document requested herein is exempt from release, please 
provide an index of the documents IRS has elected to withhold. Each such index must: (a) be 
contained in one document and be complete in itself; (b) adequately describe each withheld 
document or deletion from a released document; (c) state the exemption claimed for each 
withholding or deletion; (d) explain in detail why the exemption is relevant; and (e) be specific 
enough to permit a reasoned judgment as to whether the material is actually exempt under 
FOIA. Furthermore, in the event of a withholding, please separately state IRS's reasons for not 
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ls i 
Director, Office of Governmental Liaison 

and Disclosure 
January 18, 2017 
Page4 

141 0005 / 0005 

exercising IRS's discretionary powers under FOIA to release in the public interest (for example, 
to increase competition and expand current teclmology) any material IRS may deem to be 
exempt. 

For purposes of fee category, this request is a commercial use request. We agree to pay 
all reasonable search, review and duplication costs incurred in connection with this request up to 
$5,000. Please notify me at (202) 416-6744 if you detennine that such costs will exceed $5,000 
as we are likely to authorize such expenditures. 

We anticipate that IRS will adhere to the time limitations set forth in Section 
552(a)(6)(A) ofFOIA and 26 C.F.R. § 601.702. Please contact me as soon as possible if you 
have any questions about this request or need further information in order to provide a timely 
response. In the event that this request should be directed to another office, such as the IRS 
Headquarters Office, please forward it to the proper office and notify me of such transfer. 

• '".. ~ I l l • Mit I a eceipt of this letter by sending an email to me at 

Thank you in advance for your prompt consideration of this request. 
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From :lnstitute for Justic e 

Via Fax 

IRS FOIA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 
Fax: 877-807-9215 

To Whom It May Concern: 

703 682 93 2 1 01/2 3/2017 14:55 

" IJ 
INSTITU TE FOR JUSTIC E 

January 23, 2017 

Under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, I write to request, on behalf of 
the Institute for Justice, records pertaining to the IRS's review of structuring-related 
petitions for remission or mitigation. 

As described in the attached letter from IRS Commissioner John Koskinen to Members 
ofthe House Ways & Means Subcommittee on Oversight, the IRS cooperated with the 
Department of Justice to send notice letters to individuals who had property forfeited 
based on alleged violations of the structuring laws. See Exhibit B. The notice letters 
invited individuals to submit petitions for remission or mitigation seeking the return of 
their forfeited property. 

#107 P .001 

For June 10, 2016 through today, I am requesting emails, correspondence, memoranda, or 
other documents concerning petitions for remission or mitigation seeking return of 
property forfeited based on alleged violations of the structuring laws, including but not 
limited to: 

• Any documents concerning the number of such petitions submitted to either the 
IRS orDOJ; 

• Any documents concerning the IRS or DOJ's review of such petitions; 

• Any documents concerning the number of such petitions granted, denied, or 
otherwise resolved by the IRS or DOJ; 

• Any communications with the Department of Justice, Members of Congress, 
journalists, or others concerning such petitions; 

A it L!N\;T()); CHI f.: A G 0 MI A M l M I ~ N E A I' (l l. I S 

gcn~nlibij . Ci rg www.ij .org 
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• Any documents concerning the munber of such petitions still awaiting a decision 
from the IRS or DOJ. 

If any information is exempt from disclosure it should be considered severable from the 
other information requested. Additionally, if any information is exempt please include a 
Vaughn Index with the deniaL 

The Institute for Justice is a non-profit, public-interest law firm. The information will not 
be used for commercial purposes. 

Additionally, U requests a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested 
information is in the public interest and is likely to contribute significantly to the public 
understanding of the operations or activities of the government. See Exhibit A (fee waiver 
request). 

If there is a cost associated with this request and it is greater than $50, please contact me 
with an estimate. 

Thank you in advance for your help with this matter. I can be reached at 
Electronic copies of the data are preferred and can be sent to 
copies of documents can be sent to: 

Regards, 

901 N Glebe Road 
Suite 900 
Arlington, VA 22203 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 01/23/2017 2:55PM (GMT-05:00) 
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Exhibit A: Fee waiver request 

IJ requests a fee waiver because "disclosure of the information is in the public interest 
because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or 
activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial interest of the 
requester" (see 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4(A)(iii)). 

Regarding the four criteria for eligibility of a fee waiver pursuant to Judicial Watch, Inc. 
v. DOJ, 365 F.3d 1108, 1126 (D.C. Cir. 2004): 

(1) The requested information consists of records of the IRS's operations and 
activities that were generated and maintained by the IRS, not third-party records. 

(2) The requested documents will provide meaningful information about the IRS's 
review of structuring-related petitions for remission or mitigation. Disclosure will 
reveal crucial information about the operations and activities of the IRS in 
considering and deciding such petitions. 

(3) Disclosure of the requested information will contribute to public understanding of 
the IRS's review of structuring-related petitions for remission or mitigation. IJ 
plans to use the requested information to generate articles, blog posts, and/or press 
releases that will inform the public and news media about this topic. 

IJ has expertise in this area and the ability to disseminate this information to the 
public. IJ has already produced research reports, blog posts, articles, op-eds, press 
releases, and other materials about structuring-related forfeitures and petitions for 
remission or mitigation. 

(4) Disclosure of this information will contribute significantly to public 
understanding of the IRS's review of structuring-related petitions for remission or 
mitigation because (a) the information requested has not previously been fully 
disclosed to the public, and (b) IJ plans to analyze and summarize the information 
and use its editorial skills to produce articles, blog posts, and/or press releases on 
the topic. 

Disclosure of this information is not in IJ's commercial interest because, as explained in 
our request, IJ is not a commercial entity, and is instead a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization. IJ distributes its materials to the media and the public at no charge. 

If you require any additional information to make your determination please feel free to 
contact us. 
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ExhibitB: 
Letter from IRS Commissioner Koskinen 

To Members of the House Ways & Means Oversight Subcommittee 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON,' D.C. 20224 

COMMISSIONER 

The Honorable Peter Roskam 
Chairman 
Committee on Ways and Means 

Subcommittee on Oversight 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

June 10, 2016 

· The Honorable John Lewis 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Ways and Means 

Subcommittee on Oversight 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Mr. Chairman and Ranking Member Lewis: 

Thank you for the opportunity on May 25, 2016, to appear before the Committee 
on Ways and Means Subcommittee on Oversight and testify on seizure and 
forfeiture activities involving legal source structuring. I am writing to update you 
and the Subcommittee on our planned actions. 

We are taking steps toward addressing the concerns of the Subcommittee. First, 
as we stated in the hearing, we have reviewed 76 investigations in which assets 
were seized prior to our October 17, 2014 policy change. I have enclosed a 
breakdown of these cases. 

Second, we intend to send notice to persons or entities that had property seized 
relating to structuring activity between October 1, 2009 and the date of our policy 
change. This notice will advise the persons or entities that they may be entitled to 
a return of their property through the petition for remission or mitigation process. 
We have identified over 700 investigations for which we will mail these notices. If 
an investigation was referred for prosecution or the property owner has already 
received a full return of property, a notice will not be sent. 

Our notices will be tailored depending on whether the forfeiture was an 
administrative forfeiture or a civil judicial forfeiture. Once a petition is received as 
a result of these notices, we will either make a determination in administrative 
forfeiture cases or make a recommendation to the Department of Justice in civil 
jud icial forfeiture cases. For administrative cases, any property owner who 
participates in this process to seek a return of their funds or property qualifies by 
establishing that the underlying funds came from a legal source and there is no 
evidence the petitioning property owner engaged in structuring to conceal other 
criminal activity, such as tax evasion, money laundering, or other crimes. 

# 1 0 7 P.005 
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We expect to mail the notices pertaining to administrative forfeiture cases this 
week. We plan to mail letters relating to civil judicial forfeitures by June 17, 2016, 
pending a follow-up meeting with the Department of Justice. We also will post 
information on our website, IRS.gov, advising the public of this process. 

Finally, I note that during the hearing the attorney from the Institute for Justice 
testified that from the years 2007 to 2013 the IRS took $43 million from 618 
people. We conducted a review of the FOIA information provided to the Institute 
for Justice and we were unable to reconcile either the amount or the number of 
people to the Institute for Justice's numbers. However, we are confident that the 
approximately 700 investigations we identified represent the universe of persons 
entitled to notices under the process described above. 

I ask that you please share this letter with all 'of the members in the 
Subcommittee. If you have any questions, please contact me or a member of 
your staff may contact Leonard Oursler, Director, Legislative Affairs, at 

/' 
Sincerely, / 

9A. U:D0~ 

Enclosure 

#107 P .00 6 
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Summary of Seizure Investigations Prior to October 2014 Policy 

Pre-Policy Seizure Investigations Legal Source Illegal Source 
Reviewed (76) 
Total Investigations Seized Pre- 32 22 
Policy Not Yet Forfeited 

Total Petitions Decided On After 16 6 
Policy 

Total 48 28 

Disposition Investigation Count 

Return to Owner/Victim 17 
·--

Recommendation made to the 16 
Department of Justice 

Proceed with Forfeiture- 35 
Referred for Prosecution 

Petitions-Withdrawn, Denied, 8 
Partially Returned to Owner or 
Transferred to Other Federal 
Agency 

Total 76 
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I R~fFOIA Request 

JAN 2 4·2017 
Centralized PIOC:oaslng 

Allanra, GA Unit 

HQ FOIA 
Stop 2 11 
PO Box 621506 

;. 

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

;anu.-uy 20, 2017 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This is a request under the Freedom of lnfonnation Act. I hereby request the follow ing records: 

##li ,Background ### 

Th<: Cenrral California Darknet Strike Force is an imcr-agency task force dedicntecl to combating the use of dark web 
ma,-kt'tplaces. and digital currency to d isiribute narcotics and launder money. 

fi#iJ Request ##fi 

All guidelines, presentations, policy statements, memoranda, and briefs held about or concerning the Central 
California Dark net Strike Force, from January I st 2016 to the date of th is request. 

I a111 request ing operational documents, and not investigntive files. 

In 1mler to help to determine my status to ass~::ss tees. you should know that I am a journa list writing for 
Motherboard, VICE's technology and science site, and that this request is being made ns pan of news gathering. 

'ttl~: requestecfdocuments wili be made avaiiaoi<:: w the g~n·crui pubiic, and this request is not being made fur 
commercial purposes. 

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would infonn me of the total charges in advnnce of 
fu lfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically. by e-mail anachment if available or CD-ROM 
if not. 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in thi~ mauer. I look.forwarclto receiving your response to 
this request within 20 business clays, as lhe statute requires. . . . . · ~.' ' . . ' . 

Sincerely, .... ~ t : ~ . 

$~&P~ 
~ 

-
··..: 



.•. , .J •:t ~ t·~~, ""':r"' 1r·: "' .,f:'., :"" ~ ' ~~f'~"'1 :.,1 :-t•r1·• ....... .,- · ,l'l• • · •• :---: • ·~, .," · J ~ ,· , J . • ,. · -··~· ... , 1!·t" ., ... . , ~~ ~ ; · · ~ -·- -

Filed via MuckRock.com . . 
.·. · _- _ . - • ' ··;t · rr. · -1·. · . · , 

_ !)-. :-··-·. 

E-mail (Preferred): 32! 42~40059828@i·ecfuests: muckrock:com 
-·:; :I\J~ ~=!:: :;.uv.::l'-~:..;.r~ ~, J.!A : -1: . .- • •.. . id.:;:·;-. ~· .. _. 

f-or maile'd i·e'~pbWses, please address (see note): 
Muck Rock 
DEPT MR•3?:llt2 it !•; 
411 A Highland Ave , 

~ h.- -: ~,-;,F. ~!f~'::' · ~ 

Somervi lie. MA ·02 Pl4-2516 
~~..:· · . . · !t1'C~~~-\ 

·--··- " .... ... . ·· · ·-;~ · . 

.. I " -· :~ _' • ' ", ; 

PLEASE NOTE: This request is not tiled by a Muck Rock staff member, but is being sent through Muck Rock by the 
above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. A I so note that improperly addressed (i.e., 
with the requester's name rather than "Muck Rock News" and the department number) requests might be returned as 
undeliverable. 
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Under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552, as amended), I request 
that copies of the following documents be mailed to me: 

Written communication (such as letters and emails) between President Donald J. Trump and the 
IRS describing (or at least hinting at) his business dealings within the dates of January 21st 
2015 and January 20th 2017. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you 
should know that -
Request for "news media" status: Should I receive the information requested, my intent is to 
release it to my friend who works as a writer for the The Ithaca Journal. It's my firm belief that 
the disclosure of this information would "contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government.~ 

I am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $35. If you estimate that the fees will 
exceed this limit, please inform me first. 

Best, -

ID 1 
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To view a High Resolution & Color copy of this fax: 

1. Go to www.hellofax.com/HighRes 

2. Enter Access Code: 
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January 26, 2017 

IRS FOIA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

To whom it may concern: 

JAN 31 2017 
Centrellzadp 

AtJan::::lng Unit 

This is a request for a copy of each FOIA request received at the 
IRS for copies of Donald J. Trump's tax retu.rn information. 

Please note that I am not requesting any tax return information 
whatsoever, but rather copies of FOIA requests. Under the law, 
third party FOIA requests are public information. 

This is a noncommercial individ·ual request. I agree to pay up 
to $28 for applicable fees, if necessary. I swear under penalty 
of perjury that this request is not for any commercial purpose. 

. . . ... ·. · ": . ..... 
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01/31/2017 TUE 15:47 FAX 646 428 6376 

~JJC Nc\trl!Jork ~ nte~ 

January 31, 2017 

I.R.S. FOTA Officer: 
FAX 877-807-92.15 

620 EIGHTH AVENUE 
NF.W YORK, N.Y.10018 

This is a request under the Freedom oflntbrmation Act. 

I am seeking copies of all I.R.S. documents that relate to the hl:mdling of 
Presidential tax returns, including but not limited to the procedures tor 
storing tax returns in a safe in the comm.i ss.ioncr's ofiice per information 
released via .FOI A 04-2007-00325. 

Please contact rne at if you have any 
questions. I am will.ing to pay applicable fees for processjng. Plca~c noli fy 
me if the cost exceeds $50. If possible please send any findings 
electronically. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration, and 1 look forward to hearing 
from. you soon. 

Reporter 
The New York Times 

ll!002/002 
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IRS FOIA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

c J 
c=J 
0 

Founded April 22, 1897 

A.n l!ldependent. mem.be r•suppor\td 
sos(c)(3) nonproru modla or(anlution 

January 30, 2017 

FEB 03 2017 
Cenlratiza" Pro; ,,., . 

Alian~.s, ·~~ Unit 

We are writing on behalf of the Forward, a New York-based newspaper 
and news website, and Haaretz, an Israeli newspaper and news website, 
to request any and all public records in the IRS' possession between 
January 1, 2010 and the present that address or discuss· the tax exempt 
status of not .. for-profit organizations devoting significant sums ·to Israeli 

.... . s_~t!l~.m~n.t ~tLviti_~sjn_tb~l.s.r.aeli-o_c_c_u.p_i_ed.Wes_t_ SC!.nk_. ___ -·- _ -·-· ___ _ 

As part of this request, We are also seeking any and all public records in 
the IRS's possession that address or discuss the tax exempt status of 
501c3 organizations or foundations devoting significant sums to 
supporting and/or developing a permane·nt Israeli Jewish presence in 
East Jerusalem, i.e., the sectors of that city annexed by Israel following 
the 1967 Six Day War. 

As per details set out below, we are requesting expedited processing for 
this request as it is a matter of current exigency to the American public 
that requires a speedy response, and we are ourselves are journalists 
whose exclusive intent in seeking this information is to disseminate as 
widely as possible through our respective news outlets. 

This request should be understood to include both tax-exempt groups 
that use their funds directly to support Israeli West Bank settlements 
and Israeli Jewish settlement in East Jerusalem, and tax exempt groups 
that send their funds to Israeli organizations whose primary activities 
are devoted to this purpose. My request is for any documents, records 

The Forward Association, Inc. 
FORWARD • OU111~0 

T 

125 Maiden Lane, 8th floor, New York, N.Y. 10038-SOLS 
forward.com • yiddish.forward.com 



or communiques in the possession of the IRS that challenge, debate or 
discuss the charitable status of these organizations. 

We additionally are requesting any and all IRS public records that 
address or discuss the tax deductibility of donations given to tax exempt 
organizatinns that support these activities. 

The public records we seek include but are not limited toany records 
that discuss the tax-exempt statusandjor the tax deductibility of 
donations made to the following organizations: 

1) The Jerusalem Reclamation Proj'ect, also known as American Friends 
of Ateret Cohanim. 

2) Friends of Ir David Inc. 
3) Hebron Fund Inc. 
4) American Friends of Bet El Yeshiva Center. 
5) American Friends of Ariel University Inc. 
6) American Friends of Ariel Inc. 
7) Ariel Center for Policy Research. 
8) Ariel American Friends Midrasha and United Israel Institutions Ltd. 
9) The Maaleh Adumim Foundation. 
10) The Gush Etzion Foundation. 
11) Christian Friends of Israeli Communities. 
12) Friends of Gush Katif. 
13) The Western Wall Heritage Foundation. 
14) The Efrat Development Foundation USA 
15) One Israel Fund, Ltd. 
16) The Central Fund of Israel 
17) American Friends of Yeshiva High School of Kiryat Arba Inc. 
18) Friends ofYeshivat Nir Kiryat Arba. 
19) Friends of Ulpan L-Banot KiryatArba Inc. 
20) American Friends of the Everest Foundation. 
21) The Irving I. Moskowitz Foundation. 
22) The Cherna Moskowitz Foundation. 
23) Donor advised funds, such as the New York-based Jewish 

Communal Fund, in the context of money they direct to charitable 
activities operating on the West Bank or in East Jerusalem. 

24) The Jewish National Fund -Keren Kayemeth Lelsrael, Inc. . 



These records should also include but not be limited to: 
1) Communications IRS agencies and offices have had among each 

other on the tax exempt status of groups devoting significant 
sums to Israeli settlement activities in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank, or to the development of a long-term Israeli Jewish 
presence in East Jerusalem-whether directly or through their 
donations to groups that support such settlement activities. 

2) Communications with other federal agencies outside the IRS on 
the tax exempt status of groups devoting significant sums to 
supportinglsraeli settlement activities in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank or to the development of a long-term Israeli Jewish 
presence in East Jerusalem-whether directly or through such 
group' sown donations to Israeli entities. 

3) Communications IRS agencies have had with the public on the tax 
exempt status of groups devoting significant sums to 
supportinglsraeli settlement activities in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank or to the development of a long-term Israeli Jewish 
presence in East Jerusalem-whether directly or through such 
group' sown donations to Israeli entities. 

4) Communications IRS agencies have had with Jewish communal 
organizations on the tax exempt status of groups devoting 
significant sums to supportingisraeli settlement activities in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank or to the development of a long-term 
Israeli Jewish presence in East Jerusalem-whether directly or 
through such group' sown donations to Israeli entities. 

5) Communications IRS agencies have had with non-Jewish 
organizations and individuals on the tax exempt status of groups 
devoting significant sums to supportingisraeli settlement 
activities in the Israeli-occupied West Bank or to the development 
of a long-term Israeli Jewish presence in East Jerusalem-whether 
directly or through such group' sown donations to Israeli entities. 

6) Communications IRS agencies have had with members of 
Congress or congressional staff on the tax exempt status of groups 
devoting significant sums to supportingisraeli settlement 
activities in the Israeli-occupied West Bank or to the development 
of a long-term Israeli Jewish presence in East Jerusalem-whether 
directly or through such group' sown donations to Israeli entities. 



7) Communications IRS agencies have had with the White House on 
the subject of the tax exempt status of charitable status of groups 
devoting significant sums to supportihgisraeli settlement 
activities in the Israeli-occupied West Bank or to the development 
of a long-term Israeli Jewish presence in East Jerusalem-whether 
directly or through such group' sown donations to Israeli entities. 

8) Communications IRS agencies have had with officials of the state 
or government of Israel on the tax exempt status or 501c3 groups 
devoting significant sums to supportingisraeli settlement 
activities in the Israeli-occupied West Bank or to the development 
of a long-term Israeli Jewish presence in East Jerusalem-whether 
directly or through such group'sown donations to Israeli entities. 

9) Communications IRS agencies have had with government officials 
of any other nations on the tax exempt status or 501c3 groups 
devoting significant sums to supportinglsraeli settlement 
activities in the Israeli-occupied West Bank or to the development 
of a long-term Israeli Jewish presence in East Jerusalem-whether 
directly or through such group' sown donations to Israeli entities. 

10) Communications IRS agencies have had with officials or 
legislators at the state, county or municipal level within the 
United States on the tax exempt status or 501c3 groups devoting 
significant sums to supportinglsraeli settlement activities in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank or to the development of a long-term 
Israeli Jewish presence in East Jerusalem-whether directly or 
through such group' sown donations to Israeli entities. 

Timing 

Pursuant to Section 89(3) of the Public Officers Law, we expect a 
response within five (5) business days of your receipt of this request. 
Appreciating the volume and .complexity of this request, please release 
information responding to thisrequest on a rolling basis. 

Definitions 

"Records" 

For purposes of this request, "records" shall include but not be limited 
to any telephone messages, voice-mail messages, hand-written notes, 



emails, text messages, computerfiles, paper files, plans, reports, 
statements, memoranda, opinions, folders, papers,communications as 
defined below, and any other records ~s defined by Section 86 of the 
PublicOfficers Law. : 

' ' I 
Records shall also include but not be limited to paper records, electronic 

I 

records,audiotapes, videotapes, photo'graphs, and back-up tapes. 

"Communications" 

For purposes of this request, "commupications" shall include but not be 
limited to any relevant corresponden¢es, instructions, agreements, 
emails, telephone messages, voice mail messages, text messages, instant 
message or chat logs, daily agendas, c4lendars, information about 
scheduled meetings and/or discussiorts, whether in-person or over the 

r 
telephone or via video conference, and agendas for those meetings 
and/or discussions. Also any discussidn of participants included in 
thosemeetings and/or discussions, miinutes of any such meetings 

I 

and/ or discussions, the topicsdiscussed at those meetings and/ or 
discussions, emails regarding meetings and/ or discussions,email, 
facsimiles, cables, text messages, instant message or chat logs, or 
communications sent as a result of tho1se meetings and/ or discussions, 
transcripts or notes of any such meetihgs andjordiscussions to the 
·extent they relate to the requested infbrmation-and any other 
communications as understood by thJ common usage of the term. 

I 
I 

Format and Exemptions/Redactions 

W . ll' c . I . . e request to receive a mtormatwn responsive to our request m 
searchable electronic format, whenever possible. Electronic records 

I 

should be produced in their unlocked :nativeformat with all original 
metadata and original filenames, Plea~e keep email families together; an 
email and all of its attachments should be produced so long as at least 

I 

any part of it-whether email or attachment-is responsive to our 
I 

request 1 

Whei:J. searching emails, please searchlall folders, including in box, 
I 

subject matter folders, sent items, archived items, and deleted items. 
Please produce all metadata fields for iemails, includingBCC and all 

I 
I 

I 

I 



' I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

others. Paper records should be scanrted and produced as searchable 
PDF files. ! 

I 
If the IRS determines that any of the r~cords, files or documents we are 
requesting contain information that exempt them from disclosure under 

I 
FOIA laws or regulations, we request that the IRS release the record, file 
or document in question with the exefupt information redactedrather 
than withhold the entire document 

email to ,the following addresses: 
I 

If this request is denied in whole or inj part, please identify the 
appropriate appellateauthority and ju;stify all specific deletions by 
reference to exemptions in the statut~. In addition, do not redact any 
non-responsive information from any: records; we request the complete 
copies of any records with any respo1sive information. 

Request for Fee Waivers 

As members of the news media seeking documents that will contribute 
I 

to public understanding of the operations or activities of the 
government, we are requesting fee wJivers for all costs related to 
processing this request and searching! for the documents, records and 

. r 
files requested; all costs related to re~iewing these documents, records 
and files for release to us, and all costs related to copying these 

I 

documents, records and files. We are, :moreover, requesting processing 
of this request on an expedited basis for the reasons set out below: 

I 

I 
The Forward. and Haaretz, on whose qehalfwe are making this request, 
are longstanding, well-established dai:Iy news outlets online. and in 
print. The Forward is moreover incorporated as a 501c3 non-for-profit 
public charity with a mission to "to stf.engthen engagement with Jewish 
ideas and communities through a vari1ety of media, and in public 
events." It was founded in 1897 and hks been publishing continuously 

I 
since then. In addition to its daily on-line outlet, the Forward continues 
to publish a weekly print edition. 



I 

I 
I 
I 

As described in its not-for-profit missi\on statement to the IRS, the 
Forward carries out its mission "by p~blishing commentary on current 
issues and the arts, in English and Yid~ish that meet the highest 
standards of public service in journali~m and cultural expression. It 
furthers this mission through partner$hips and collaborations that 
engage deeply with the history, range :and variety of the American 
Jewish experience." 

Haaretz is a well known, long establisl)ed daily newspaper and on-line 
I 

news outlet based in Israel that publispes both an international edition 
in English and an Israeli edition in He~rew. 

I 

I 
The Forward's website is viewable at: 1 

http: //forward.com 1 

Haaretz's website is viewable at: 
http://www.haaretz.com/ 

i 
I 

. ~ I 

The fees related to this request should be waived because the records, 
documents and files we are requesting deal with an issue of 
longstanding public interest and debate in the news media, among 
members of the public and among puHlic officials. 

I 

U.S. policy, as enunciated over many y1ars by senior government 
officials, including the president and tfue secretary of state, regards as 
"illegitimate" Jewish settlements esta~lished by the State of Israel. (See 
for example, the statement by U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations 

I 

Susan Rice in U.N. Security Council on February 18, 2011; President 
I 

Obama's statement on this issue in hisjaddress to the Muslim world in 
Cairo on June 4, 2009, and Secretary of State John Kerry's public 
statement to Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas on 
November 6, 2013. . l 

I 
On December 23, 2016, moreover, the jU.N. Security Council passed 
Resolution 2334, which reaffirmed previous council resolutions in 
stating that Israel's Jewish settlement~ on the occupied West Bank have 
"no legal validity" and constitute a "flakrant violation" under 

I 



I 
international law. The United States abstained on this vote, allowing it 

I 

to pass. I 
I 

i 
In a policy speech on December 28, 2q16, explaining the U.S. decision 
not to veto the resolution, Secretary of State John Kerry emphasized, 
"It's important to note that every United States administration, 
Republican and Democratic, has oppo$ed settlements as contrary to the 
prospects for peace." I 

I 

I 
He also noted, "It is the permanent poFcy of settlement construction 
that risks making peace impossible. And virtually every country in the 
world other than Israel opposes settle!ments." 

I 
I 

He added: "In 1978, the State Department Legal Adviser advised the 
I 

Congress on his conclusion that Israet:s government, the Israeli 
Government's program of establishing civilian settlements in the 
occupied territory is inconsistent with international law, an"d we see no 
change since then to affect that fundarhental conclusion. I . 
The IRS has nevertheless continued to~ grant tax-exempt status to 
organizations devoted to supporting Israel's decades,. long project of 
establishing, sustaining and expanding exclusively Jewish settlements in 
the occupied West Bank and sectors of Jerusalem that it captured during 
the 1967 Six Day War. This has, in turn, prompted vigorous public 
debate over many years regarding thiJ IRS policy. Examples of this 
debate may be seen in the article, "Tax-Exempt Funds Aid Settlements in 
West Bank." published in the New York Times on JulyS, 2010.The 
Washington Post has also pubiished s~ories on this issue, such as one by 
David Ignatius on March 26, 2009, entitled, "How a U.S. Tax Deduction 
Aids Israeli Settlement." The Forward itself has published a number of 
articles examining this issue, such as, 'lShould U.S. Block Charity Aid to 
Israeli Settlers?" on November 4, 2014. 

I 
I 

Many public officials and members of the public have also debated and 
I 

raised questions about how the IRS ha1s developed its policy on this 
issue. Currently, IRS policy on this matter is also the subject of a lawsuit, 
Aziz vs. United States Department ofth~ Treasury, filed on December 16, 
2015. : 

I 



The documents we hope to obtain fro~ this request will therefore 
. I 

inarguably "contribute significantly tq public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the governrttent" on this topic of public . 

I 
I 

As established news media outlets w)iose readers have a keen interest 
in this topic, we moreover intend to disseminate our findings derived 
from the files, records and documents~ we obtain to the general public. 

I 

This dissemination will be in the form! of multiple news articles for 
maximum exposure. This, too, meets J primary requirement set out in 

I 

statute and regulation for waiving fee~ connected to the IRS's search, 
review of and copying of these docum'ents, and for processing this 

I 

request on an expedited basis. ! 

I 
We therefore request that all these fe~s be waived; as per statute and 
IRS guidelines, and that they be proce~sed on an expedited basis. 

I 
Please call us with any questions you pave about this request or for any 
discussion you would like to have abo:ut it, at 

! 
I 

Sincerely, 1 

! 

Haaretz 



J 

' 
The documents we hope to obtain fro~ this request will therefore 
inarguably "contribute significantly to. public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government" on this topic of public . 

I 

As established news media outlets ·wh~ose readers ha~e a keen interest 
in this topic, we moreover intend to disseminate our findings derived 
from the files, records and documentsJwe obtain to the general public. 
This dissemination will be in the form! of multiple news articles for 
maximum exposure. This, too, meets a, primary requirement set out in 
statute and regulation ·for waiving feeS connected to the IRS's search, 
review of and copying of these documbnts, and for processing this 
request on an expedited basis. J 

I 
I , 

We therefore request that all these fe~s be waived, as per statute and 
IRS guidelines, and that they be proce~sed on an expedited basis. 

I 
I 
I 

Please call us with any questions you litave ab~t or for any 
discussion you would like to have abo~t it, at-

I 
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TR.S Disclosul'e Officer HQ.FOJA 

Fax: 
H77 -H07 -92 15 

M:t~ r Orown LLr 
1221 Aveni!(! of llle An,Arlr.nt. 

Now York., NeVI YQrk 10Q20·1001 

Maln phone:.~ 1 212 506 2500 
Main lax:-~1212 262 1910 

T elephone: 

THIS MESSA(jE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS 
ADDr~ESSED AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED. CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM 

DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW.IF THE READER OF THIS MESSAGE IS NOT THE INTENDED 
RECIPIENT. OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING THE MESSAGE TO THE 
INTENDED RECIPIENT. YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION OR 

COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTI.Y PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS 
COMMUNICATION IN ERROR. PLEASE NOTIFY US IMMEDIATELY BY TELEPHONE AND RETURN THE 

ORIGINAL MESSAGE TO US AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS BY MAIL. THANK YOU. 

IF YOU HAVE ANY TRANSMISSION DIFFICULTY, 
PLEASE CONTACT THE FACSIMILE DEPA~TMENT AT +1 212 506 2707 

Mayer Brown LLP operates in combination with other Mayer l3rown entitiGS (the "Mayer Brown Practices"), which hl.lve 
office:; in North America, Europe and Asia and are associated wilh Tauil & Chequer Aavogados, a Brazilian law 

pA(Inership. 
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proc~o:dLtrcs and operat ions of the lntemulltevc.;nu..: S<.:rvit:t: as described herein. 
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MAYER•HROWN 

February 3, 20 17 

lRS FOJA" H.eques t 
HQ FOTA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

Rc: fcOlA Request 

Dear Disclosure Officer: 

Mayer Orown LLI' 
1221 Avt!I'IUP. of lhA Amoric:~s 

New York. New York 100?.0·100 I 

Mnln Tel 1 1 212 !i05 2()00 
Mni'n rax + 1212 2Ci2 1910 

w.m rnaywrbrown.com 

~to the Freedom oflnfonnaliort Act ("fi01A"), 5 U.S.C. § 552, the undersigned, 
~fMayer Brown LLP, hereby req11ests copies nfrtlcun.ls (as that term is used in 5 
U.:::.C. § 552(f)(2)) with respect to ccttain interna l procedures and operations of the lntemal 
Revenue Service ("IRS;" an "agency" under 5 U.S. C. § 552(t)(l)) as described below. 

On January 3 1, 201 7, the IRS I .arge Business and International ciivisim1 ("LB&l") 
released a document titled ''IRS Annoum;es Initial Rollout of Large Business and international 
Campaigns" (attached <.Is 1\pp~nc.Jix. A) announcing tbe ident ification and selection of 13 audit 
campaigns. As described in the docume.nt, ''l t)hese campaigns were identified through LB&I 
ex lensiv\: data analysis, suggestions from TRS compliance em ployees and feedback from the tax 
community." 

This request re lates to records: (l) ~,.;onccrn.ing the HZS>s iclentifi~,.;atiou ancl selection of 
the l J audit campi.li gns set lorlh in lhc doc1uncnt titled " t'R S Announces Initial Rollout of I .arge 
liu~ iness and lntcrnatiomll Campaigns ," released on January 31, 20 l 7; and ( 2) identi fiecl i11 lhc 
documcnl " IRS Announces Lnitial Rollout ofLargc Business and International CampaigHs," 
released Oil January 31 , 2017. 

Th e undersigned requests the following: 

J. All documents setting f<lrth the "daln nnalysl c js, suggestions frorn IRS 
comp liance emplo ycr.:.s and feedback fi:om the tax communi ty" identified in 
LB& T's do(:u mcn! ti tled "lR~ A nnouJH:e.'> Tni tiul Rollout of Large n usi nes."i and 
lntcmarioJl\'11 Compaig.ns," releast:tl on Jauuary 31, 201 7. 

2. All documents related tCl I . l~t~d 's "strategy to idcnUfy taxpnyers impat:Lt:d by" the 
"Domet;tic Production Activitius Dccluction, M ulti-Channel Vitlco Progl.'an t 
Dist1ibutors (MVPD' s) and TV Droadc1Jsters" campaign identified in I.B&I 's 
dm:tm\C'lll titlccl"IRS A nnounces Initial Rollout of Large Business and 

Moyor Llrown LLI ' OJJerlilttslo ~umlJrrv-11io11 wilh nihil( M<Jyrr Orown cntlUC6 (lhtt "Mcw~r ~rown f'r<~Giir.P,s"), whir.h 11nvo oftlco~ in North Arnenc~:~, 
l:li!OI)Ci aoc.J A:>IH l;lld <\II:! i:l~l;ot:iMMI wilh Touil & Choquer AdVO!Il\UO!i, (\ 1:\rat.ili<to law r~rlnorAhip. 

RECEIVED BY IRS- EEFAX 02/03/2017 1:15PM (GMT-05:00) 
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Mayer Brown LLP 

J101A Hequest 
February 3, 2017 
Pug<:: 2 

lnlenw(jounl Campaigns," released on January 31, 2017. For your reference, 
Kathy Robbins is identified as Lhc Lead Executive for this campaign; however, 
this request is not limited to documents in custody ()rthis individual. 

_j. All training mater.ials, or oLhcr documents related to LB&I' s "training ~trategy" 
for the "Micro-Captive Insurance Campaign" idenl11lcd in LB&fs document 
titled "mS Announces Initial Ro1Jout of Large Business and lntemal1ona1 
Campaigns," released on January 1 t, 2o-l 7. Por your reference, Gloria Sulliv<llJ is 
idenLiiicd as the Lead .hxecutive for this campaign; however, ihis request is not 
limited to document~ in custody of lhis individual. 

4. All training materials, or other doct1mcnts related to LB&l's "training strategy" 
tor the "Basket Transactions Campaign" identified in LB&l's document titkd 
"lRS Announces Tn1lial Rollout of J .arge Business and International Ct.nnpaigns," 
released on January 31, 2017. For your reference, Gloria Sullivan is identified <ts 
lhc Lead Executive for this campa1f,rtl ; however, this request is not limited to 
documents in custody of lhis individuaL 

5. All documents related to lhc "technical content .. . that wiH aid revenue agentH" for 
the ''S Corporation Losses Claimed in Hxcess or Basis Crunp<1ign" identiiicd in 
I.H&T's document titled "lRS Announces Initial Rollout ofLargc Business and 
International Campaigns," releast:d on January 31 , 2017. For your reference, 
Holly .Pnz is identified as tho Lead .Executive for this campaign; however, lhis 
request is not htnitcd to documents in custody or this individual. 

6. A II training mate1ials, technical content that will aid revenue agents) or olher 
docurncnls that were developed or will be used by IRS employet.:s in the 
"Repatriation Campaign" identified in L13&1's document litlcd "IRS Announces 
Initial Hoi lout ofLargc Business and international Campaigns," released on 
Jcmuary 31, 2017. For your reference, John Hindling is identified as lho Lead 
Rxt::cuti vc lor this campaign; howev~r, this request is not limited to documents in 
custody ofthis individual. 

7. All lmining materiaJs, or other documents related to LB&l' s "comprehensive 
training stn1tegy" fi>r the "Inbound Distdbntor Campaign" idcntit1ed in T B&T's 
docnment titled "IRS Announces .Initial H.ollmtl of Large Business and 
Jntemational CHmpaigns," released on .T c.muru·y 31, 2017. For your rclcrcncc, 
Sharon Porter is identified as the Lead Excn1tive for this can1paJg.n; however, this 
request is not I imited lo docum0nts in custody of this individual. 

1\fvl f'.('IIR R 1-:f'l'l' 7 2 .Hl~441 (I :• 0.1 · rd• 17 I? ,17 
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FOlA R~t.tttL:Sl 
February 3, 2017 
PAge 3 

Thc untlctsigncd rcqllcsts tluH IRS provide copie!l of the records rctercnccd above in 
paper lorm. 

Tn accordance with the LRS Statement of Pr()cedural Rule:;s at 26 C.P.R. § 
601.702(c)(4)(il), 1 agree to pay any ami all search and tluplicalion fees up to a Umit of 
$ J ,000.00. lf you expect such search amJ tlupliL:ation costs to exceed this amount, pl~asc contact 
me. Otherwise, please send copies or Lhc records (which 1 do not wish to inspect 11rsl) to me at 
the fh llowing auun:ss: 

Mayer Brown LLP 
1221 Avenue ofthc Americas 
New York, NY 1 0020-1 001 

ll!004/012 

Should you determine that any pmtion or the records or information requested is exempl 
from disclosure under the provisions of FOIA, please supply me with a copy of the portion 
considered non-exempt. lu addition, to the extent that access is denied to any part of the 
r~<.JU'-'sku records, please provide me with <lll index and detailetl dc~cription ofthe deleted ancVor 
withheld materials (inc luding in formation rtjgurt.ling the sender, all recipients, the numher or 
pages, and the subject matter o r such materials), ancl a statement of the statllt<n·y grouHd(s) !or 
withholding each such record and/or portion(s) of record. 

Enclosetl is a photocopy of my New York driver's license (alluchcu as Appendix B), 
which L:Stablishcs my identity. 

Under penalties of perjury, 1 attest that Tam u commercial-usc requester AS defined in 26 
C.F.R. § 601.702(t)(1)(i i)(A) and l am not ret}ttcstiug n fcc waivcJ. 

Jn accordance with S lJ.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(J\)(i) and the p!'ovisions of l"O IA, r will be 
looking forward to receiving a r~ply withiu twenty (20) business d<1ys directed to me ulthc above 
address. Jf have arly questions concerning this request, please t.lo nul hesitate to contact me at 

AMU '\JIU{I:N I /2.l0444 10 :i Cli·r••h 17 1? -17 

RECEIVED BY IRS- EEFAX 02/03/2017 1 :15PM (GMT-05:00) 

I 
' ,. 

' 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I ,. 

I. 
I . 



02/03/2017 FRI 13112 FAX 

Appendix 
A 

RECEIVED BY IRS EEFAX 02/03/2017 1:15PM (GMT-05:00) 

j .. 
I 



02/03/2017 FRI 13113 FAX , 

Jan.31,2017 

IRS Announces Initial Rollout of Large Business and International Campaigns 

The IRS Large Business and International division has announced the identification and 
selection of 13 campaigns. This is a significant milestone for LB&I in ~he campaign 
effort. LB&I is moving toward issue-based examinations and a compliance campaign 
process in which the organization decides which compliance issues that present risk 
require a response in the form of one or multiple treatment streams to achieve 
compliance objectives. Th.is approach makes use of IRS knowledge and deploys the 
right resources to address those issues 

The campaigns are the culmination of an extensive effort to redefine large business 
compliance work and build a supportive infrastructure inside LB&I. Campaign 
development requires strategic planning and deployment of resources, training and 
tools, metrics and feedback. LB&I is investing the time and resources necessary to build 
well-run and well-planned compliance campaigns. 

These campaigns were identified through LB&I extensive data analysis, suggestions 
from IRS compliance employees and feedback from the tax community. LB&I's goal is 
to improve return selection, identify issues representing a risk of non-compliance, and 
make the great~st use of limited resources. 

As part of this effort, LB&I leaders will continue discussion with the tax community to 
assist with work on these areas to best meet the needs of the taxpayers as well as tax 
administration. These discussions will also help in determining additional areas for 
future campaigns. 

The 13 campaigns selected for this initial rollout are : 

• IRC 48C Energy Credit Campaign 

The Practice Area is Enterprise Activities 

Lead Executive: Kathy Robbins. 

This campaign ensures that only those taxpayers whose advanced energy 
projects were approved by the Department of Energy, and who have been 
allocated a credit by the IRS, are claiming the credit. These credits must be pre­
approved through extensive application to the DOE. The treatment stream for 
this campaign will be soft letters and issue-focused examinations. 

• OVDP Declines-Withdrawals Campaign 

The Practice Area is Withholding & International Individual Compliance 

Lead Executive: Pamela Drenthe 

A-1 
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The Offshore Voluntary Disclosure Program (OVDP) allows U.S. taxpayers to 
voluntarily resolve past non-compliance related to unreported offshore income 
and failure to file foreign information returns. This campaign addresses OVDP 
applicants who applied for pre-clearance into the program but were either denied 
access to OVDP or withdrew from the program of their own accord. Taxpayers, 
who have yet to resolve their non-compliance and who meet the eligibility criteria, 
are encouraged to consider entering one of the offshore programs currently 
available. The IRS will address continued noncompliance through a variety of 
treatment streams including examination. 

• Domestic Production Activities Deduction, Multi-Channel Video Program 
Distributors (MVPD's) and TV Broadcasters 

The Practice Area is Enterprise Activities 

Lead Executive: Kathy Robbins 

Multi-channel Video Programing Distributors (MVPDs) and TV Broadcasters 
often claim that "groups" of channels or programs are a qualified film eligible for 
the IRC Section 199 deduction. Taxpayers are asserting that they are the 
producers of a qualified film when distributing channels and subscriptions 
packages that often include third-party produced content. Additionally, MVPD 
taxpayers maintain that they provide online access to computer software for the 
customers' direct use (incident to taxpayers' transmission activities, including 
customers' use of the set-top boxes). LB&I has developed a strategy to identify 
taxpayers impacted by these issues and will develop training to aid revenue 
agents in examining them. The treatment streams for this campaign include the 
development of an externally published practice llnit, potential published 
guidance, and issue based exams, when warranted. 

• Micro-Captive rnsurance Campaign 

The Practice Area is Enterprise Activities. 

Lead Executive: Gloria Sullivan 

This campaign addresses transactions described in Transactions of Interest 
Notice 2016-66, in which a taxpayer attempts to reduce aggregate taxable 
income using contracts treated as insurance contracts and a related company 
that the parties treat as a captive insurance company. Each e.ntity that the parties 
treat as an insured entity under the contracts claims deductions for insurance 
premiums. The manner in which the contracts ·are interpreted, administered , and 
applied is inconsistent with arm's length transactions and sound business 
practices. LB&I has developed a training strategy for this campaign. The 
treatment stream for this campaign will be issue-based examinations. 

A-2 
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• Related Party Transactions Campaign 

The Practice Area is Enterprise Activities 

Lead Executive: Peter Puzakulics 

This campaign focuses on transactions between commonly controlled entities 
that provide taxpayers a means to transfer funds from the corporation to related 
pass through entities or shareholders. LB&I is allocating resources to this issue 
to determine the level of compliance in related party transactions of taxpayers in 
the mid-market segment. The treatment stream for this campaign is issue-based 
examinations. 

• Deferred Variable Annuity Reserves & Life Insurance Reserves IIR 
Campaign 

The Practice Area is Enterprise Activities 

Lead Executive: Kathy Robbins 

The IRS and Chief Counsel have agreed to accept the Deferred Variable Annuity 
Reserves and Life Insurance Reserves issues into the IIR program (pursuant to 
Rev. Proc. 2016"19) to develop guidance to address uncertainties on issues 
important to the Life Insurance Industry. The issues include amounts to be taken 
into account in determining tax reserves for both deferred variable annuities with 
Guaranteed Minimum Benefits, and Life Insurance contracts. The campaign's 
objective is to collaborate with industry stakeholders. Chief Counsel and 
Treasury to develop published guidance that provides certainty to taxpayers 
regarding these related issues. · 

• Basket Transactions Campaign 

The Practice Area is Enterprise Activities 

Lead Executive: Gloria Sullivan 

This campaign addresses structured financial transactions described in Notices 
2015-73 and 74, in which a taxpayer attempts to defer and treat ordinary income 
and shorHerm capital gain as long-term capital gain. The taxpayer treats the 
option or other derivative as open until a barrier event occurs, and, therefore. 
does not recognize or report current period gains. The gains are deferred until 
the contract terminates, at which time the overall net gain is reported as a Long 
Term Capital Gain. LB&I has developed a training strategy for this campaign . 
The treatment streams for this campaign will be issue-based examinations, soft 
letters to Material Advisors and practitioner outreach. 

• Land Developers -Completed Contract Method (CCM) Campaign 

A-::1 
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The Practice Area is Enterprise Activities 

Lead Executive: Peter Puzakulics 

Large land developers that construct in residential communities may be 
improperly using the Completed Contract Method (CCM) of accounting. A 
develope~, whose average annual gross receipts exceed $10 million, may only 
use the CCM under a horne construction contract. In some cases, developers are 
improperly deferring all gain until the entire development is completed . LB&I will 
provide training for revenue agents assigned to work this issue. The treatment 
stream includes development of a practice unit, issuance of soft letters, and 
follow-up with issue based examinations when warranted . 

• TEFRA Linkage Plan Strategy Campaign 

The Practice Area is Pass-Through Entities 

Lead Executive: Cliff Scherwinski 

As partnerships have become larger and more complex, LB&I has regularly 
revised processes to assess tax on the terminal investors. Recent legal advice 
provides an opportunity to make significant changes to how we approach this 
process. This campaign focuses on developing new procedures and technology 
to work collaboratively with the revenue agent conducting the TEFRA partnership 
examination to identify, link and assess tax to the terminal investors that pose the 
most significant compliance risk. 

• S Corporation Losses Claimed in Excess of Basis Campaign 

The Practice Area is Pass-Through Entities 

Lead Executive: Holly Paz 

S corporation shareholders report income, losses and other items passed 
through from their corporation. The law limits losses and deductions to their basis 
in the corporation. LB&I has found that shareholders claim losses and deductions 
to which they are not entitled because they do not have sufficient stock or debt 
basis to absorb these items. LB&I has developed technical content for this 
campaign that will aid revenue agents as they examine the issue. The treatment 
streams for this campaign will be issue-based examinations, soft letters 
encouraging voluntary self-correction, conducting stakeholder outreach, and 
creating a new form for shareholders to assist in properly computing their basis . 

• Repatriation Campaign 

The Practice Area is Cross Border Activities 

A4 
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Lead Executive: John Hinding . 

LB&I is aware of different repatriation structures being used for purposes of tax 
free repatriation of funds into the U.S. in the mid-market population. It has also 
been determined that many of the taxpayers do not properly report repatriations 
as taxable events on their filed returns. The goal of this campaign is to 
simultaneously improve issue selection filters while conducting examinations on 
identified, high risk repatriation issues and thereby increase taxpayer 
compliance . 

• Form 1120~F Non-Filer Campaign 

The Practice Area is Cross Border Activities 

Lead Executive: John Hinding 

Foreign companies doing business in the U.S. are often required to file Form 
1120-F. LB&I has data suggesting that many of these companies are not meeting 
their filing obligations. In this campaign, LB&I will use various external data 
sources to identify these foreign companies and encourage them to file their 
required returns. The treatment stream for this campaign will involve soft letter 
outreach. If the companies do not take appropriate action, LB&I will conduct 
examinations ~o determine the correct tax liability. The goal is to increase 
voluntary compliance by foreign corporations with a U.S. business nexus. 

• Inbound Distributor Campaign 

The Practice Area is Treaty and Transfer Pricing Operations 

Lead Executive: Sharon Porter 

U.S. distributors of goods sourced from foreign -related parties have incurred 
losses or small profits on U.S. returns, which are not commensurate with the 
functions performed and risks assumed. In many cases , the U.S. taxpayer would 
be entitled to higher returns in arms~length transactions. LB&I has developed a 
comprehensive training strategy for this campaign that will aid revenue agents as 
they examine this IRC Se'ction 482 issue. The treatment stream for this campaign 
will be issue-based examinations. 

These campaigns represent the first wave of LB&I's issue-based compliance work . 
More campaigns will continue to be identified, approved and launched in the coming 
months. 

XXX 
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IRS FOIA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 2 I I 
PO Box 62 I 506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

·January '30~ 20 iT 

To Whom lt May Concern: 

By the power vested in me under the Freedom of Information Act, I hereby requestthe following records: 

A copy of the internal periodic status reports for the IRS FOJA Program during calendar years 2015 and 2016. 

I am a member of the news media and request classification as such. I have previously written about the government 
and its activities for AN!) Mag(lzine, MuckRock and. Glomar Disclosure and have an open arrangement with each. 
My articles have been widely read, with somereaching over IOO,OOOreaders. As such, as I have a reasonable 
expectation of publication and my editorial and writing skills are well established. In addition, l discuss and 
comment on the files online and make them available throug~ the non-profit Internet Archive, disseminating them to 
a large audience. While my research is not limited to this, a great deaLof it, including this, focuses on the activities 
and attitudes of the government itself. As such, it is not necessary for me to demonstrate the relevance ofthis 
P<!rticular subject in advance. Additionally, case law states that "proof of the ability to disseminate the released 
information to a broad cross-section of the public is not required." Judicial Watch, lnc. v. Dep't of Justice, 365 F.3d 
1108, I 126 (D.C. Cir. 2004); see Carney v. U.S. Dep't of JUstice, 19 F.3d 807, 814-15 (2d Cir. 1994). Further, courts 
have held that "qualified because it also had "firm" plans to "publish a number of ... 'document sets"' concerning 
United·States foreign and national security policy." Under this criteria, as well, I qualify as a.member of the news 
media. Additionally, courts have held that the news media status "focuses on the nature of. the requester, hot its 
request. The provision requires thatthe request be "made by" a representative of the news media. Id. § 
:S52(a)(4)(A}(Ii)(lr). A newspaper reponer,fcfr example,·is·a·represt:ntative of the news 1i1edia -regardl<:ss·of·ho\.v. 
much interest there is in the.story for which he or she is requesting information." As such, thedetails of the request 
itself are moot for the purposes of detennining the appropriate fee category. As such, my primary purpose is to 
inform about government activities by reporting on it and making the raw data available and I therefore request that 
fees be waived. 

Thnequested documents will be made available to thegeneral public, and this request is not being made for 
commercial purposes. 

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inforn1 me of the total charges in advance of 
fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or ~.R;;R_9M;;,.; 
if not. 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I look forward to receiving your response to .. 
this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires. ., . , .. · .. 
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Sinc~refy, 
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.... ,,!.,:.·.:~: .· ~:!~ ,.~ . ...... ·- ·- - . 

-·~~~; : .. :':::~;~ .. ,., ·,···:r ·: ;· .r. ; ... :· .. .~a";.t;.;~ · .. '1, : . ..:: . ·· ~...:= r .J , !. .. • 

.flied via MuckRock:c6~ . . . __ .,., \<. ' . 

E-mail (Prefe.rre{l); J~~~J,J.lH 73~94@reqpests.muckro.c~.c9!1l 
r. !'.' . ·~~ ··!·' ;) 

Fbi mai'led responses, pr~ase ~ddi-ess.(see,note): 
MuckR:ock 
DEPT'MR 32653 
411A High land.A~e 

S.orTJer:vjlle, l'v1,A .. 02144-2SI6 

c . . .. ~ . ... . { ; .J' . . 

. ,· •r I~ 
• • • • .JI !,. • 

PLEASE NO):E:-Tl}is request is not filed by a MucklWc.k;st~ff.IJlember, but is being.sent through MuckRo_ck;by the. 
~~ov.e. iil' Qrder. to better·track; share, ~dtmapage P-ublic records requests. Also note · t~ll~· improperly•addressed:(j.e:, 
w·iili the requester's namer&ther than ,.'MuckRock News" and'the .department.number) requests mighj be r.e!tJ.med as · 
undel ivera~le . 
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2024536521 

Bloomberg 
BNA 
Feb. 6,2017 

Internal Revenue Service 
HQFOIA 

Stop-211 
PO Box 621506 
AtJanta, GA 30362-3006 

11 :52:07 a .m. 02-07-2017 

1801 South Bell Street 
Arlington, Virginia 
22202 

703.341.3000 
www.bna.com 

-" Fax: 877.-8{)7-9215 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This is a request under the Freedom of l11formation Act. 

I request all emails from IRS email accounts and internal IRS employee memorandums 
directing changes on social me_dia policy, interactions with congressional staff and the .news 
media beginning on Nov. 9, 2016 and ending on Feb. 6, 2017. Please include the following 
keywords in the search: Twitter, email, social media, press, media, reporters, Trump, president, 
election, regulation, White House. 

In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should know that I am a 
representative of the news media affiliated with Bloomberg BNA, and this request is made as 
part of newsgathering and not for a commercial use. 

I will accept this report as a whole or in parts as it becomes availa~ me to 
clarify my request, please contact me directly at~r-

Regards, 

1 /1 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/07/2017 9 :57AM (GMT-06:00) 
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Bloomberg BNA 
1801 S Bell Street, Arlington VA 22202 

February 8, 2017 

Internal Revenue Service 
IRS FOIA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 
Fax: 877-807-9215 

Dear Disclosure Manager: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 

I request that a copy of the following documents: 

07:35:55 p.m. 02-08-201 7 

All emails TO and/or FROM and/or CC IRS employees between January 20, 2017 to February 8, 
2017 regarding President Donald Trump's Jan. 20 regulations freeze and Jan. 30 executive 
order requiring agencies to eliminate two regulations for every new one. Please include the 
words "regulations," "regulatory'' and "executive order" in your search. 

I do not wish to inspect the documents first. 

In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should know that I am a 
representative of the news media affiliated with Bloomberg BNA, and this request is made as 
part of newsgathering and not for a commercial use. 

I am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $25. If you estimate that the fees 

will exceed this limit, please inform me first. 

1 / 1 

-- ------ -- ---- ---- lf.youwouldlike-me toclarify .. ornarrow . .m.y . .request, .. please.contactme.at .. ~ __________________ . __ _ 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

RECEIVED BY I RS-EEFAX 02/08/2017 5:41 PM (GMT-06 :00) 



February 2, 2017 ' 

IRS FOIA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

Dear Disclosure Manager, 

FEB 08zotl 
~lirecr 

Atle~tlnlt 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I am a private citizen requesting information held by 
the Internal Revenue Service. The information I am requesting is not for commercial use, but is of great interest 

. to the voting public of the United States. 

I am requesting that the IRS furnish information pertinent to President Donald J. Trump's current fore ign 
financial holdings, including income, investments, loans, and debt obligations involving foreign banks, 
institutions, and governments. 

I am aware that the Privacy Act prohibits the release of tax information without an individual 's consent. 
However, Mr. Trump has been inaugurated as President and now serves in the highest government office. He 
has failed to divest his business holdings or place them into a blind trust. Therefore, these business holdings 
now belong to the President of the United States. I believe that I have a right to know of the foreign financial 
entanglements now facing the ex_ecutive branch of the United States government due to President Trump's 
fail!Jfe to fully remove himself from these financial relationships.' · 

The IRS document entitled Freedom of Information Act (FOJA) Request Guidelines, on which I have based this 
letter, states on page 8 under the heading Exemption 6. Personal Privacy that "The IRS will automatically 
consider a request for personal information under both the FOIA and the Privacy Act and will rely on the statute 
that provides the greater access." I have attached this page with this statement highlighted. 

\ 

I believe that in this unprecedented case, where the President has refused to separate himself from his foreign 
financial investments and obligations, the intent ·of the FOIA supersedes the Privacy Act. The exemptions to the 
FOIA are intended to protect national security, the privacy of individuals, and the proprietary interests of 
businesses. But in fact, a failure to disclose President Trump's foreign financial entanglements seems to 
undermine national security and the intent of these exemptions. 

I believe that I have a right to access the requested information under the Freedom of Information Act. Please 
inform me if fees associated with the release of the requested information will exceed $100. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request, which I submit in the spirit of patriotism and concern for our 
ration' s security. 



the end product of either innovation or substantial effort. Protected data is also commercial or 
financial information obtained from a person that is privileged or confidential. 

Exemption 5. Inter-Agency or Intra-Agency Memorandums or Letters 

This exemption applies to inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not 
be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with the agency. An example may 
be a letter from one IRS office to another about a decision that has not yet been adopted by the 
agency. One purpose of this exemption is to safeguard the deliberative policymaking process of 
government (the deliberative process privilege). The exemption encourages frank discussion of 
policy matters between IRS officials by allowing certain pre-decisional, deliberative documents to 
be withheld. from public disclosure. The exemption also protects against premature disclosure of 
deliberations before final adoption of an agency policy or position. While the policy behind the 
deliberative process privilege is well accepted, the application of the exemption is complicated. 
For example, the exemption protects the policymaking process, but does not generally protect 
purely factual information related to the policy process, which is protected under the deliberative 
process privilege. The deliberative process privilege distinguishes between documents that are 
pre-decisional and post-decisional. The public has a greater interest in knowing the basis for the 
decision once a policy is adopted. Therefore, the deliberative process privilege does not ordinarily 
apply to post-decisional documents. The exemption also incorporates other privileges that apply 
in litigation involving the government,· including the attorney client and work product privileges. 
For example, certain documents prepared by IRS's lawyers may be withheld in the same way that 
documents prepared by private lawyers for clients are not available through discovery in civil 
litigation. 

Exemption 6. Personal Privacy 

Exemption 6 applies to personnel, medical, and similar files the disclosure of which would 
constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. This exemption protects the privacy 
interests of individuals by allowing IRS to withhold personal data kept in its files where there is an 
expectation of privacy. Only individuals have privacy interests. Corporations and business 
associations have no privacy rights under the sixth exemption, with the exception of closely held 
corporations or similar business entities. Once it has been determined that a personal privacy 
interest is threatened by a requested disclosure, the exemption requires agencies to strike a 
balance between an individual's privacy interest and the public's interest in disclosure. The 
Privacy Act of 1974 also regulates the disclosure of personal information about an individual. The 
IRS will automatically consider a request for personal information under both the FOIA and the 
Privacy Act and will rely on the statute that provides the greater access. 

Exemption 7. Law Enforcement 

The seventh exemption allows agencies to withhold records or information compiled for law 
enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such records would cause 
one of the following harms of Exemption 7 described below: 

• (A) allows the withholding of a law enforcement record that could reasonably be expected to 
interfere with enforcement proceedings. This exemption protects an active law enforcement 
investigation from interference through premature disclosure. 

• (B) allows the withholding of law enforcement information that would deprive a person of a 
right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication. 



/ 
/ 

:.,. ... 

T R 5> Fo.LA Re.rc~+­
HG... For:A 
Stu>r ~~ ( 
Po. ~ox G~ts-~6 
A..Hec.."'""~~ & A. '1oS6~-:- ~oo6 

. . 

. all i t···J•JI jlnlu I I·'"''' I •I• 'l'''l•llll•lllll'l' •''•tll'·"lll 



02/09/2017 7:16 :28 AM - 0600 I RS 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

Date: February 09, 2017 

To: CPU 

FAX TRANSMISSION 
Cover Sheet 

PAGE 1 OF 3 

~IRS 

Address/Organization:----------------------------

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number: -----------
From: Higley Denise 

Address/Organization:----------------------------

Fax Number:---------------Office Number: _________ _ 

Number of pages: ~ 

Subject: TLS FOIA Request 

TLS FOIA Request attached. 

Thank You! 

Denise Higley 
Tax Law Specialist 
HQ Disclosure Policy & Program Operations Staff 
M/S 7000 
1973 N Rulon White Blvd 

UT 84404 

Including cover page 

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient. you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is stricHy prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you. 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 02/09/2017 7:17AM (GMT-06:00) 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 
Dab!: 

From: 

Higley Denise 
Higley Denise 
FIN: FOIA Request 
Thursday, February 09, 20 17 6:14:02 A~1 

Sent: Monday, February 06, 2017 12:34 PM 
To: *Govtliaison 
Subject: Re: FOIA Request 

On Thu, Nov 24,2016 at 2:47PM, 
Re: Freedom of Information Act Req 

Internal Revenue Service - Headquarters Office 
Department of the Treasury 
FOIA Contact I FOIA Contact: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act 

I request that a copy of the following documents be provided to me: 

PAGE 2 OF 3 

A copy of correspondence from Congressman Pat Tiberi (OH-12) or his staff and the 
response to the correspondence. Please search for documents from January 2001 through 
present. 

I believe the correspondence are most likely to be held by your Office of Congressional 
Affairs, Office of Legislative Affairs, or the office of the Executive Secretariat and likely 
tracked within a correspondence management system. 

I am specifically looking for correspondence regarding policy, legislation, or regulations, 
recommendations for executive branch positions or appointments, or support or 
opposition to federal funding for programs, projects, or companies. 

I am willing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $50. If you estimate that the fees will exceed 
this limit, please inform me before processing my request. 

I request that whenever oossm11e 
attachment to an email to 

transmitted to me in an electronic format as an 

Thank you for your consideration of this request Please do not hesitate to contact if you have further 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

RECEIVED BY I RS - EEFAX 02/ 09/2017 7:17AM (GMT- 06 :00) 
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PAUl J. KRENN 
National Public Information Office/Postal Inspector 

U.S. POSTAL INSPECTlON SERVICE 
Office of Public Affairs 

Media Line: 202-268-3700 
24-HR Hotline: 877-876-:2455 

[fo whom it max conc~fl)) 

11. How man):"wor~ers·ofOSPS.-have bedrinvolve.tl in cases~of'SrRF7f;-VsA:1n the.lasdive xears, or in the Ia~~ 
;year? · 
~- How many civils h~:ve been i~volved i~·c~es oJ:SIRF in;O:SA in the·last five~years, OF _i·n the last year?, 
B. Are they more civHs~ o~l)SPS.{,'"s worRef.S?1 : 
~·How many are onjail?L · 
:S. How many cases do you hav~. open? . 
p· In n;!X casti.ihe Qeonle. inyolxed. we~eJi)::is~lmit5. :whieh rs ,tbe:·tace)~the·workers involved on the SIRF'·d 

pases?~~=---~--~~~-- ~----~--~----~----77~~~~~--------~----~--[7. The USPS's workers involve· 9il .this cases have direct contract with. USPS or. the:x are outsourcing. workerS?j 
Please, specific the number. . · 
:s. What is the process that you·follow to create a s·~Rf''sca$e11 . 
9. How many and which institutions work together .t.o put the people orr jail?L_,., 
b 0. What is the most i.mQortaiJt :adviseJQ_~ citiZ€rls. to fig!li:.!JgainsU~ese case~~ 

(fhank you so much for take the time to read my mail and answer meJ 

Sincerely) 

. 2 
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~ UNITED STIJTES 
~ POSTIJ.L SERVICE 

US POSTAL INSPECTION SERVICE 
OFFICE OF COUNSEL- FOIA/PA UNIT 
475 L'ENFANT PLAZA SW, ROOM 3301 
WASHINGTON, DC 20260-4101 

,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,"'''''';"'""'''''''''"''''''''"'' 
MS_RHONDAO'REILLY · -
lt-jTERNALREVENUE SE~0 
IRS F.OIAREOUEST, FOI TOP 211 · 
PO 'BOX 621506 - . 
ATLANTA, GA 30362-3006 • 
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.~f~~f~',~· . ,, ... l{:t,~Js;~~c:~r;tJ:1. , . 
To ~~"'O.U1~!;.r~.~y;concern: 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
Data Service 

FEB- 0 9 2017 
Centralized Procesalng Unit 

J,Wanta, GA 

I ·February,_ 20 17 

• • ~},~~,,· t •'fo-' ' .. • • ,.'T ' .... 
P.ursuimt1o.the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, I request access to and copies of all documents 
issued by the internal Revenue S~rvice Small Business/Self-E;mployed Division (!'IRS SB/SE';) concerning. the Trump 
Taj Mahal Associates company's compliance with the Bank Secrecy Act betw.een 7/1/20 I 0 to 12/31/2012. 

I would like to receive the information in searchable electronic forH:~ at. 

I agree to pay reasonable duplication fees for the processing of this requesfiJJ an amount not to ·exceed $25. 
However, please notify·me prior to your incurring any expenses in excess of that amount. 

As a r~presentative ofthe news media I :am only required; to. pay. for: the dir.ect.CO!it.of.dupJjcatioQ afte~ the fi r~t _I 00 
pages. I am including my business card as evidence of my identity as a news~gatherer- and dec.lare under penalty of 
perjury of the Jaws of the United States of America that the foregoing is true <:~nd correct. . 

If my request is denied in whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to specific exemptions of the 
act. I will also expect you to release all portions of otherwise exempt material. 

I, of course, reserve the right to appeal.your decision to withhold any informatiop or to deny a waiver _of fees. 

As I am H:~aking this request as a journalist and this information is of timely value, I would appreciate your 
communicating with me by telephone, rather than by mail', if you have questions regarding this request. 

I look for:w(lrd to your reply within 20 business days, as the statute requires. 

' ~·\•' : ·~ .~j ; ' .... . .. ·· -:-: ... •\: ..... ·" . l • • · . : . '.~· • • · '· 

.;t .. • . • r 

Regards, 

'~~:-..". ' I ~: • 



THEdM.TIMES 

·~ -

., 



THE TIMES 
1101 17th Street, N.W., Suite 601 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

· . .... - -·· . . 

~--

;M rotA- /?!3-&t.JEr. r 
ffQ PtJtA-

SmP :2-tl 
Po: BOK . 62-IS..-rJb 
~ q~lfb;IA- 6o3/p2_ 

. ·. ·. 

: . :_.: . . 
- -

( 

.· '3:::352-:;r:;;C::E:OS .. ·· '· .: .~: ... ;11ji_fl'lf·hit_llljli _l• _+·jHi1 lii;_~l.1 .lll_IJif1in;jiji.J.·l,Jij 11 j, 
.. .. . .. · : . . · . . . -.· . . . . 

...;-_-- . . ._ .. 

. /.· 



_, 

r. 

/' ~~~] 
"Removable media received with Case" 

REVeNUE sefoN\CE 
\N't'ERNAl-osta service 

f.£6 0 '9 20\7 

n~ p~lt\9 Un\\ . 

A\\&nlB.~ 

l 

) 
r 

"Re1novable media received with case" 

~ ........ ... 



Internal Revenue Service 
Governmental Liaison & Disclosure Offjce 
Suite 209 
2980 Brandywjne Rd. 
Chamblee, GA.30341 
Attn : 

January 27th, 2017 

Hello, 

· .. r 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
Data Service 

FEB 0 92017 
Centralized Processing Unit 

Atlanta, GA 

I am Writing to request the documents from the Internal Revenue Service through the Freedom of 
Information Act (5 U:S.C § 552). Specifically, I would like Donald Trump's-tax returns for this ·year, as well 
as from last year. I understand he was not a government employee last year and that year may be 
impossible to process. 

My hope is to relay this information directly to the offices of the New York Times, the Baltimore Sun and 
the Washington Post, so that our country would be able to.see the returns that I had hoped he would 
provide before the election. This public service would allow them to better Judge any potential conflicts 
of interest. 

I can be reached at and would be happy to pay up to $250.00 in exchange for the various 
fees you may incur ng this information. I have enclosed a number of flash drives, so you may 
save the money on printing all of the documents. Should it be more convenient, feel free to email me at 

and I can give you the mailing .addresses of the various newspaper offices, so you 
could mail them directly and save me the hassle of re-sending the information. 
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February 8, 2017 

Via FedEx 

Internal Revenue Service 
FOIA Requests 
Headquarters Disclosure Office 
4800·Buford Highway - Stop 93- A 
Chamblee, GA 39'90 1 ~0093 

INTERNAL ~EVENUE SERVICE 
Data Service 

FEB 1 0·2017 
Centranzed Proceaaing Unit 

AUai'lte,QA 

Re: Freedom oflnformation Act Request 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. !his office 
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client 
we are seekjng the following documents: 

1.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the.number ofiRS employees 
fraudulently clairrung a first-time homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008,2009,2010,201 L, 2012 
and 2013. 

2.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
clairrung a first-time homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 
that were not entitled to one. 

3.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflectit:lg the number of IRS employees 
claiming a first-time homebuyer tax credit for the years 20m~·. 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 
that were not first-time homebuyets. 

4.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the nm;nber of IRS employees 
clairrung a;first-time homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 
that were not entitled to one because they bought their homes outside the eligibility period. 

I 

5.) Copies~ of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
fraudulent!~ clairrung a fJfst-time homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008,2009,2010,2011,2012 
and 2013 t~at were disciplined <;>r terminated from employment by the IRS. 

6.). C?pies:of an~ data, reports or internal. memorandums reflecting the nun:ber of IRS emp.Ioyees 
clamung a 1first-t~me hom~buyer tax cr~d1~ f~r the years ~008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 
that were not ent1tled to one that were dJsciplmed or terffilnated from employment by the IRS. 

I 
1 



I 
7 .) Copies: of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
claiming a ,first-time homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 
that were not first-time homebuyers that were disciplined or terminated from employment by the 
IRS. I 

I 

8.) Copies~of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
I 

claiming a first-time homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 
that were riot entitled to one because they bought their homes outside the eligibility period that 

I . . 

were disciplined or terminated from employment by the IRS. 
I 

9.) Copies of"any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the percentage of IRS 
employees :who do not pay their taxes on time for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016. 

10.) Copib of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the percentage of IRS 
employees :who pay their taxes on time for the years 2012,2013,2014,2015 and 2016. ' 

I 

11.) CopieS of any data, reports or internal memorandumsreflecting the number of IRS employees 
who were ~udited for the years 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2o'l5. 

12.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
who were a!Jdited forthe years 2012,2013,2014 and 2015 and who were disciplined or terminated 
from employment as a result of the audit findings. 

I . 
13.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums .reflecting the number of IRS employees 
who failed ito pay their taxes for the years 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 but had their penalties 
mitigated br the Commissioner of the IRS. 

I 
14.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
who intenti~nally failed to file a tax return or understated their taxes for the years 2012, 2013, 
2014 and 2015 but had their penalties mitigated by the Commissioner of the IRS. 

I 
15.) Copie~ of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
who intentipna11y failed to file a tax return or understated their taxes for the years 2012, 2013, 
2014 and 2015 that were not terminated from employment. 

If you conClude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under 
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such 
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt 
material under FOiA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all 
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and 
conspicuously indicated. 

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to 
release such documents or part.s of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s) 
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not 
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess 
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identical copies ate not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I 
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have 
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such documents might otherwise 
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the 
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or 
.individual. 

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to this request. If you ;mticipate that .the 
expenses would exceed $500, we would appre~iate being advised thereof in advance of the 
assembly of those records and the estimated charge in excess of $500, if any, for doing so. Jf the 
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For 
Efficient Government. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should 
know that I am an "Other" Requester seeking information for non-commercial or personal use. 

I request that any- notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within 
ten (10) days of the s.ubmission of tbis request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the 
initial ten (10) day period provided for the IRS's .response to locate and copy those requested 
documents that are in the possession, custody or contra~ of the IRS or otherwise available to the 
IRS. 

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to: 

As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver's license. 

Request for Expedited Processing 

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing 
and demOnstrates a compelling need for the information. See-Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13.8.4 
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client 
Committee For Effi"cient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating 
information in .order to inform the public concetil.ing actual or allege4 Federal Government 
activity. 

·CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/homel. On its website CFEG provides information 
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG's mission 

3 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government cao 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 



solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. · 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses thrpugh 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted inthe depletion ofgovernment assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/rnission-statement/ (last 
accessed February 8, 2017) (emphasis added). 

CFEG is engaged in reporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government. 
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the 
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

Waiver of Fees Requested 

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states: 

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the 
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public 
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requestor. 

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision 'was added to FOIA 'in an attempt to prevent 
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests' 
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes, 
nonprofit public'interest groups." Better Gov't Ass'n v. Dep 't of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C. 
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial 
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312 
(D.C. Cir. 2003). 

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the 
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service's operations 
or activities, (b) information which Will contribute to an understanding of the agency's operations 
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or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public's understanding of 
the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly 
available, for. free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the 
public's understanding of the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (the information 
is not already available to the general public). 

II(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will 
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government 

This FOIA requests records pertaining to the data on the number of IRS employees not following 
the tax laws with respect to paying taxes. The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain 
information which will better inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity. 

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public's 
understanding ofthe IRS's operations and activities on the number of IRS employees not following 
the tax laws with respect to the payment of taxes. 

II(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters; 
My Client Intends. to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge 

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS. 

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed 
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the data on the number of IRS employees not 
following the tax laws with respect to the payment of taxes. 

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows: 

5 

1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient 
Government ("CFEG"), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG's mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S, Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 



attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www .cfegov .org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed February 8, 20 17) (emphasis added). 

Significantly, CFEG h.as prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing 
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes 
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of 
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been 
victimized can seek help. 

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of 
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and 
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem. 
CFEG's website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to 
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which 
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the data on the number of 
IRS employees not following the tax laws with respectto the payment of taxes. 

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase 
the public's understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be 
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG's 
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with 
ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals 
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency. 

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost. 
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating 
government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the 

· dissemination of these materials. 

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any 
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

I look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with 
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to 
advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any 
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you. 
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• eptc.org 
VIA FASIMILE 

February 16, 2017 

IRS FOIA Request 
Stop 93A 
Post Office Box 621506 
Atlanta GA 30362~3006 
Fax: 877~89lr6035 

Dear FOIA Officer, 

Electronic: Privacy Information Center 
171 S Conn.ec:ticut Avenue NW, Suite 200 

Washington, DC 20009, USA 

\. +1 202 483 1140 

"' +1 202 483 1248 

W @EPICPrivacy 

• https://~pic. org 

This letter constitutes a request under the Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA"). 5 
U.S.C. § 552~ and is submitted on behalf of the Electronic Privacy Information Center ("EPIC") 
to the Internal Revenue Service ('~IRS''). 

· EPIC seeks all of Donald J. Trump's individual income tax returns for tax years 2010 
forward, and any other indications of financial relations with the Russian government or Russian 
businesses. 

Allegations of the President's and his associates• ties to Russia are currently the subject 
of Congressional investigation and widespread public interest. 1 Weeks into his presidency, 
undisclosed communications with Russia led to the resignation ofNational Security Advisor 
Flynn.2 A recent poll by ABCNews shows broad public support for the release of the President~s 
tax returns. 3 According to ABC, three-quarters of Americans said he should release his tax 
returns.4 In contrast, during the election season in May "only 64 percent said he should release 
the returns," and, "in September, 63 percent said he was not justified in withholding them," 
reported ABC.5 The news organization also found "[i]n one key support group for Trump, 
noncollege~educated white men~ 58 percent say he should release the tax returns>" and "69 
percent in the red states d~ those Trump won-- say he should release these records."6 

1 Press Release, Sen. Richard Burr, Chairman of the Senate Select Comm. on Intelligence, and 
Sen. Mark Warner, Vice Chairman, Joint Statement on Comm. Inquiry into Russian Intelligence 
Activities (Jan. 13, 20 17), https://www.burr.senate.gov/press/releases/jointwstatement*on­
committee-inquiry-into-russian-intelligence-activities. 
1 Letter of Resignation, Michael Flynn, Fonner Nat' I Sec. Advisor (Feb. 13t 2017), 
https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/3461323/Michael-Flynn-Resignation-Letter.pdf. 
3 Gary Langer, Public Splits on Trump's Ethics Compliance; Three~Quarters Want Tax Returns 
Released (POLL); ABC News (Jan. 16, 2017), http:/ Jabcnews.go.comJPolitics/public~splits~ 
trumps-ethics-compliance-quarters~tax~returns/story7id::::44811545. 
4Jd. 
5 !d. 
6 ld. 

Defend Privacy. Support EPIC. 
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Nonetheless, going against long-standing tradition of U.S. presidents, the President has 
refused to publicly release his tax returns to clarify his international ties. 7 

At no time in American history has a stronger claim been presented to the IRS for the 
public release of private tax records. If the Freedom ofinfonnation Act means anythin.g, it means 
that the American public has the right to know whether records exist in a federal agency that 
reveal the US president has financial dealings with a foreign adversary. 

Against this backdrop of widespread public interest in disclosure, a diminished 
expectation of privacy for Presidential candidates in the privacy of their tax records, the unique 
concern of a President's potential business dealings with foreign countries with interests adverse 
to those of the United States, and the purpose of the FOIA, EPIC seeks public disclosure of the 
above tax records. 

Request for "News Media" Fee Status and Fee Waiver 

EPIC is a "representative of the news media" for fee classification purposes. EPIC v. 
Dep't ofDej, 241 F. Supp. 2d 5 (D.D.C. 2003). Based on EPIC's status as a "news media" 
requester, EPIC is entitled to receive the requested record with only duplication fees assessed. 5 
U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II). 

Further, any duplication fees should also be waived because "disclosure of the 
infonnation is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public 
understanding of the operations or activities of the government," and disclosure "is not primarily 
in the commercial interest of the requester."§ 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 

First, "disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely to 
contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the 
government."§ 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). The President's tax records directly concern the operations or 
activities of the government. They establish President's potential conflicts of interest and 
dealings with foreign govenunents. Indeed, the records are of constitutional significance; they 
are necessary to review the President's compliance with the Emoluments Clause of the U.S. 
Constitution. U.S. Const. art. 1, § 9, cl. 8. Disclosure of the records will contribute significantly 
to the public understanding of the President's conflicts of interest because, despite allegations of 
his close associates' foreign ties, the details of the President's financial dealings with foreign 
entities are unknown. Thus far, the President has refused to release the records, and 
Congressional efforts to access the records have stymied due to partisan division. 8 Nonetheless, 
three quarters of Americans believe the President should release his tax returns. 9 Therefore, 

7 Julie Hirshfeld Davis, Trump Won't Release His Tax Returns, a Top Aide Says, N.Y. Times 
~Jan. 22, 20 17), h~s:/ /www.nytimes.com/20 17/01 /22/us/politics/donald-trump-ta:x:-retums.html. 

Naomi Jagoda, House panel voted against requesting Trump's Tax returns, Hill (Feb. 14, 
20 17), http://thehill.corn/policy/finance/319438-house-panel~votes-against-requesting-trumps­
tax-returns. 
9 Langer, supra note 3. 
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independent disclosure of these records by the IRS is a critical contribution to the public 
understanding of the Presidenfs operations. 

Second, as to the "existence and magnitude of the requester's commercial interest ... 
being furthered by the releasable records," EPIC has no commercial interest in the requested 
records. § 552(a)(4)(A)(lii). EPIC is a registered non-profit organization committed to privacy, 
open government, and civilliberties.10 

For these reasons, a fee waiver should be granted. 

Conclusion 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. As provided in 5 U.S. C.§ 
552(a)(6)(A)(i), I will anticipate your determination on our request within twenty working days. 

For questions regarding this request I can be contacted at 
FOIA@epic.org. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JO About EPIC, EPIC.org, http://epic.orglepic/abouthtml. 
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IRS FOIA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA .30362-3006 

·To Whom It May Concern: 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
Dat..;l Sarvicr.; 

FEB 17 2017 
Centralized Processing Unit 

Atlanta. GA 

By the · power vested in me. under the Freedom of lnformatron Act, ,I hereby request the following records: 

Copies of all FO!A request letters, responses and imy associate processing notes ~or FOIA requests regarding'Donald 
Trump!s taxes, tax returns and other related financial information. 

I am a member of the news media and :request classification as such . l.have previouslywritten about the government 
and its activities for AND Magazine, MuckRock and Glomar.Disclqsure and have an open arrangement with each. 
My articles h.ave been widely read, with some reaching over I 00;000 re~ders . As such, a,s I have a reaso11able 
expectation ofpublication and my editorial and writmg·skills ary well ~stablished_.ln addition , I discuss and 
comment on the files online and _make them available through the non-profit Internet Archive, disseminating them to 
a large audience. While my research is not. limited to this, a great ~eat ofit, including this, focuses on the activities 
and attitudes of the government itself. As such, it is not necessary for me to demonstrate the relevance of this 
particular subject in advance: Additionally, case law states that "proof ofthe ability to disseminate the released 
Information to abroad cross-section of the public is not required.;' Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Dep't of Justice, 365 F.3d 
1108, 1126 (D.C. Cir. 2004); see Carney v. U.S. Dep't of Justice, 19 F.3d 807, 814-15 (2d Cir. 1994). Further, courts 
have held that "qualified because it also had "firm" plans to "publish a number of. , . 'document sets'" concerning 
United States foreign and national security policy." Under this criteria; as well, I qualify as a member of the news 
media. Additionally, courts have held that the news media ~tatus "focuses on the nature of the requester, not its 
request. The provision requires that the request be "made by" a representative of the news media. I d. § 

· 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(ll). A newspaper reporter, for example, is a representative of the news media regardless of how 
much interest th·ere is in the story for which he or she is requ~sting information," As such, the details of the request 
itself are moot for the purposes of determining the appropriate fee category. As such, my primary purpose is to 
inform about government activities by reporting on it and making the raw data available and I therefore request that 
fees be waived. 

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for 

commercial purposes. . ~ : ::T;: c~ · ·2 

In the ,event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of 
fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e~mail attachment if available or CD-ROM 
if not 



,~,,.. ... .. ... ..... - ·~ ·~~. , . . .... -·· " . ,. 

Thank you in.advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. I looldorward·to receiving your respoil~e to 
this requ~~t ·withil1 20 business days, as the .statute requires. . ... ... . 

Sincerely; 

' . . , '\ ~ . . . . . , 
• ,,·.. _ ;. ,,.. '>~' 

Fi led via MuckRock,tom _. ;: 
~~mai,l (Preferred): 33285-7307lt9(?5@requests.muckrock.corn 

For maiied res!Jpnses~ !)lease address (see note);. 
MuckRock · · - . 
PEPT l'v1R 33285 
41 iA Highland.Aye 
Somervi'iie •. MA 02.144~25 .1 6 

' J•O_,.w,;~y,.: _, :~ ... ;: •!t •, ~ .... . ·!.it ·~::·.Jo.~·l:;. .. lP;';.:_J~~t. &f .. 

.~~:' ~..; .~J·~ ~0 ... ~C11 £,1t;:J 

PLEA.~.E NOTE:'This request is not ·filed bY a MuGkRock staff.mernber, but is.being·sentthrough MuckRock by the­
ab.ove i0, order to t;:etiertrack, share, and ma_ni'\ge pu_blic re~Qrds reqpests. Also note. that i'mproperly a:(1dressed.(i.e., 
with the requester's name:faJ~enhan "MuckRock News" and ·the dep~rtmei)t, number) requests. miglit be rettirri¢d ~s 
undeliverable. 
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

Date: February 24, 2017 

To: CPU 

FAX TRANSMISSION 
Cover Sheet 

PAGE 1 OF 4 

~IRS 

Address/Organization: _ln_te_r_n_ai_R_e_v_e_n_u_e ____________________ _ 

Fax Number: (877) 891-6035 Office Number: -----------------------
From: 

Fax Number: Office Number: ---------------------
Number of pages: ~ Including cover page 

Subject: Field Request 

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient. you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is stricHy prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you. 
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· February 09,2017 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
1111 CONSTITUTION AVE NW 
WASHINGTON, Disttict of Columbia 20224 

Re: Freedom of Information Request 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

. . . 

PAGE 3 

The purpose of this letter is to request infonnation pursuant to -the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA), 5 U.S.C. section 552. If this information is not available from your agency, please 
forward this request to the appropriate agency or advise me of the other agencies which might 
have this infonnation . 

.. . ·.·· (' . -.· , ~~ ... ~-:~.;:~ ::·.t·f.: ;.•.: ;..;>; ·-'~'Jl z~r.f.<~!.!fA- ;::.:•.; :? ;JIJG«;..: :' .• .• ·;· .•• , , ; .· 

PJe~~ .pr9vld.~. ~e_ wi~h ·:a eopy:ot':tfi~!fulf0'Wlh'g1femt:nup:::p:!!Jccrl ~ '.!:_;'·t.. i ·.. ,, , . ~ .·····• .. :" .. :•· 
-... · , ·,,,,,,, ' .. .. . "'t''")(;'tJ'\''•"""' , , .r • · · •• • 
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· ·Person~(Feefetai· Inc6lli~Tai"·.Recoras-ahd' stippeh:documentation for President Donald. j · 
· Tt.~um.' p· ... ~.- .~.;:- . .-·, .. ·:: ·: .. :' ).}~· ~.- - ... [~·~~ · ~· .. ;._ ~~.;.~ .··.·.: ····: ~: . · : · ·~ ... ·.· ·· ... · · .: ~.~:; · ... :· ....... · .· .·· · !,r,:t .. ;~: ··· : · · . . . 

. . . ~ ··. ·:. :~:·· ·r ... . . 
' • ·' "",., ,., ,. I I,.. , , , . 

Please)iniit your search oftlie above item(s)to the·period from Jan~ary 01,2~0~ i6 F~bt\1~.09, 
2017. .. 

t 

j., o : : .. '•'': I ,: • f' A ' I ~ 

If any part or all of the materials are withheld under art·FOIA exemptio~, plea8e provid~ .a list of 
the information withheld ·and inark·any deleted sections. Please list the specific exemptions that 
form the basis for any deletion from a document or the complete withholding of a document. 

I request that you furnish the information without any charge or at a reduced charge because the 
information will be used for the .. ptiblic interest. Since-I'arp. requesting information for this purpose, · 
any fee associated with the search for the requested information .should be limited tQ the , . . . 
rea!)onable standard charges of duplication only. The public will benefit from the release of this 
.information because It has been established that President Trump has not divested from his 
investments ai1d by his continued p'articlpation- with the Trump organization (in9luding ;l~~ing .the: 
DC Post Office from the federal government) violates the Emoluments Clause of the Constitutimi 
of the U~ited States. Supported by the Equal Protection clause of the 14th amendment, all citizens 
shall ha~e laws :e<]'ii~lly~~pplifd U=siJ.ice P1'Csiderit Tium:p. h}ls .not (separated him~elf {ro..m h.i§:. .. . 
investme.~~ .. ~sa o:s, ~~tize~l. this cit~zen has u~equal treatment by the executive br~nch (himself) so 
his taxes must'be released' tO detel!itiiifellfie· ~xtaftN)f:linbalanc.ed influence he is being eQtitled. 
Note also ~at a case can be made·on National Seeurity - there is anecdotal evidence that the 

. I 
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This is a RocketLawyer.c6rn docum,eot. 
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President has ties to foreign governments - for the security of the country under the NSA, we (the 
people) must be convinced that Mr Trump has not been compromised which would endanger us 
all. In any event, please provide me with an itemized statement of the applicable fees. 

If search. and copying fees are estiinated to exceed $100.00, please contact me before proceeding 
with this request. To further narrow my request, I would like the opportunity to review the 
documents retrieved or your document index in order to select the records to be copied. Please 
identify the location of the documents and/or the document index so that I or my authorized 
representative may review them. If an index i~ available, please provide the fee for such index, if a 
fee is applicable. If you can provide an index at no charge, please forward it to me at the above 
address. 

Please contact me at the above address if you have any questions regarding this request. 

· As provided for by section 552(a)(6)(A)(i) of the Freedom of Information Act, please provide 
your reply within twenty (20) business days. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

This is a RocketLawyer.eom document. 

RECEIVED BY IRS - EE~AX 02/24/2017 12 : 04PM (GMT- 06:00) 



February 23, 20 17 Processing 
AUanta,GA 

Via FedEx FOIA Case No.: F16187-0032 

Internal Revenue Service 
FOIA Requests 
Headquarters Disclosure Office 
4800 Buford Highway - Stop 93 - A · 
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093 

Re: Amended Freedom of Information Act Request- Amends FOIA Dated .June 30, 2016 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This is a request und~r the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. This amends the 
FOIA previously sent dated June 30, 2016. A copy of that request is attached. In that FOIA a 
request was made to waive fees. The IRS did not deny the request to waive fees. A response to 
that FOIA request was received on. February 13, 2017 where the IRS stated that the estimated cost 
to process the request would be $1,041.00. After receiving the response the undersigned spoke 
with the IRS representative handling the file and she stated that because we stated in the June 30, 
2016 that my client would pay 4P to $500 that the request would be processect without addressing 
the fee waiver request. This FOlA is amended to remove the reference to my client paying up to 
$500 to process the request. 

This effice represents Committee ·For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf 
of my client we are seeking the following documents: 

1.) Copies of any data or reports reflecting that the IRS did not identify and assist all individuals 
potentially affected by the 'Get Transcript' application data breach in May, 2015. 

2.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of individuals potentially affected by the 'Get 
Transcript' application data breach in May, 2015. 

3.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of taxpayers' accounts accessed by unauthorized 
users involved in the 'Get Transcript' application data breach in May, 2015. 

4.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of t~payers that were not identified by the IRS 
but whose accounts were accessed by unauthorized users involved in the 'Get Transcript' 
application data breach in May, 2015. 

5.) Copies of the data reflecting the number of taxpayers whose accounts were accessed by 
unauthorized users involved in the 'Get Transcript' application data breach in May, 2015 that were 



not offered an Identity Pro(ectiop, .Personal Ident1Dca~ion Numb~r (IP PIN) or fr~e credit 
monitoring identified by the IRS. 

6.) Copies of t,he data reflecting the total number of taxpayers' accounts that were accessed by 
unauthorized us.ers.involved inth.e 'Get Transcript' applicati()n data breach in May, 2015 that were 
not notified by the IRS that theil." accounts had beeA ac<;:essed by unauthorized users. 

7.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of taxpayers' accounts that were potentially 
accessed by unauthorized users in,volved in the 'Get Transcript' application data breach in May, 
2015 that did not have identity theft incident markers placed on their accounts by the IRS. 

If you condade that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under 
FOIA, I request that the IRS exerCise its discretion aild disclose any such documents despite such 
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested docliment(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt 
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that alJ 
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt materi(!.l be plainly ~nd 
conspicuously indicated. 

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to 
release such doc.t1ments or J?arlS of documents, I request that you specify which exeinption(s) 
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) yot1 contend applies to each document or part of a document not 
released. If you determine that any requested do<mments for wbicb tbe IRS does not possess 
identical copies ate not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I 
request that you identify all' federal agencies·, other entities or individuals believed to have 
possession, custody or control ofsuch documents or to which any such documents.might otherwise 
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the 
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or 
individual. 

I am requesting1a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee.For Efficient Government. 
In order to determine my status·fot the applicability of fees, you should know that lam an "Other" 
Requester seeking information for noh-cotnmercial or personal use. 

I request that any notification of those determinations· specified above be provided to m.e within 
ten (10) days of the submission of this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the 
initial ten (iO) day period provided for the IRS!s respbnse to locate and copy those requested 
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the 
IRS. 

Please send yourresponse, and direct any inquiries; to: 
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As proof of identity, I am. including a copy of my· driver's license. 

Request for Expedited Processing 

The Freedom of.lhformation Act pro.vides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing 
and demonstrates .a compeJJing need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3..13.8.4 
Expedited Response, (08-14-20.13). The information being sought.is urgently needed by my client 
Committee For Effic ient Government (CFEG). CFEG is pr!m~ily engaged in disseminating 
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity. 

CFEG hos~s a we.bsite, http://www~cfegov.orglhome/. On its website CFEG provides information 
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG's mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which t he Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions· to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG' s goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the tl.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and br-inging. 
to their attention exampies of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of th~ identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring tran.sparency to the RS. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of.governinent assets, 
resourc~s and taxp~yer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http:l/www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed February 23, 2017) (emphasis addeo). 

The reqt~ested information wil:l enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the 
public concemiQg actual or alleged Federal Government acti:vity. 

Waiver of Fees Requested 

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4:)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states: 

3 



Documents shall be furilished'withoutany charge ot at a charge reduced below the 
fees established under clause {ii) if disclosure of the i_nformation is in the public 
interest because itis likelyto contribute significantly to public understanding ofthe 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requestor. 

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision 'was added to FOIA 'in an attempt to prevent 
government agencies from using high fees to ·discourage certain types of requesters and requests' 
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and moSt important for our purposes, 
nonprofit public interest groups." Better Gov't Ass'n v. Dep't of S(ate, 180 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C. 
Cir. 1986). FOiA fee waiver requests are to be liberaily construed in favor of noncommercial 
requesters, such &s in this case. See, e.g., Judicial WQich, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312 
(D.C. Cir. 2003). 

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § .601 .702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the 
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service's operations 
or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the agency's operations 
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute tothe general public's understanding of 
the Internal Revenue Service's operations or aetivities (my clients wilUnake these records broadly 
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute_ to the 
public's understanding of the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activiti_es (the information 
is not already available to the general_ public). 

II(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will 
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government 

This FOIA requests records pertaining to the 'Get Transcript' applica!ion ~ata breach 'in May, 
2015. The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain .information which will better inform 
the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public's 
understanding of the IRS's operations and activities with respectto the 'GetTranscript' application 
data breach in May, 2015 . 

II(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters; 
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge 

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS. · 

As discussed below, my elient will disseminate information received fromJhe IRS which will shed 
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the. 'Get Transcript' application data breach irt 
May, 2015. 

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows: 

4 

1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Effici~nt 
Government ("CFEG"), http://www .cfegov.org/home/. CFEG' s .mission 
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is to seek and explore ways iq which the Government can 
operate more ·efficiently and bring those · ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEO' s goals is to bring transparency to 
government anci to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to .their attention examples of governmentlosses, .. suchas· 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG'smission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/i:ilission-statement/ (last 
accessed February 23, 20 17) (emphasis added). 

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing · 
issues related tci the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website incll}des 
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of 
potential solutions, and infonnation for how members of ~he public who have been 
victirillzed can seek help. 

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of 
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and 
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem. 
CFEG's website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to 
share their views on these issues. The requested.records willl~ad to information which 
will shed light upon operations withi·n tne IRS pertaining to the 'Get Transcript' 
application data breach in May, 2015 and what steps the IRS is doing to protect 
taxpayers. 

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase · 
the public's uaderstanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be 
provi<;ied to a wide audience for .the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG' s 
website. They Will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with 
ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by ·individuals 
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency. 



My c.lient also intends to look.for aqditional ways ro offer the information to the public at no cost. 
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency ~nq d iminating 
government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the 
dissemination of these materials. 

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any 
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

I look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with 
the proces.sing of this important FOIA .request. Please c.ontact me at your earliest conyenience· to 
advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested c9pies avaiiable. If you have any 
"further queStions regarding this request, please con:tact rn~ at yol!r convenience. Thank you. 

. . 

-Enclosure 
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PEPAg:-(,~~NT 0~ TH~ i'RI;;~$U~Y 
iNTE;.~:ii.I,A~L ~Ji!VE'IiW~ S.E·~V·IC::i; 
W·:~ .~-H,IN~:TQ~. QC 29?:l,4 

PRIVACY, GOVER.NMENTAI. 
LtA"isoN I.No Otscl.ci's'uRit 2 - 13- f7 

February 9, 2017 · t A )e.. iJP. y::-'J ~J<t 7- 66 3 '2.. 

This is our response to yourFreedor:n Qf Information Act (FOIA) request dated June 30, 
201q that we received on July 5, 201:6. 

You asked for "Get Tr~n,script" information regarding the May 2015 data breach. 

' 
The estimated cost to process yo~r request is $1 ,041 .00. Since this estimated fee is in 
exce~s Qf $25Q.OO, I. am deferring the proc~ssing of your requ.e?t until we receive your 
advance paym,ent. ThJ.s estim~te r¢presents approximated search fe.e~ of $656,00 f9r 
16 hours of search time, ~pp,roxima.t~d reyiew fees of $450.00, anq $25.00 for a CD 
respon·se. . . . . ' 

Additional fees may become due if the actual search,; review time, or number o~ COs 
exceed the abeve estir,nate. A refund may be made if the fee-for the .actual searqh or . 
nuf!1ber of copies is less thi:lh the estimate. · 

. 
Fees are not refundable if 

• A search _is performed, but ~oes not result in the location or release 9f records or 
• ~review is P!3rformed,,..b.ut dpes:not resu!t·in the release_of recor9s. . . . 

Please send your check or money ord.er pC)yab'le to th~ Treasury of the United States to 
the address below with the endosed advance fee payment stub. · 

On receipt of your payment, we will continue processing your request. If we do not 
receive your payment within 35 days from the date of this letter, we will assume the 
documents are no longer needed and take no further action on your request. 

If you wish to revise your request to reduce fees or mave any other questions, please 
call Tax Law Specialist A ~parano, 10 # 0220447, at (214) 413-5489, or write to: 



f.l 
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Internal Revenue Service, Disclosure Office 9, P.O. Box 621506, Stop 211, Atlanta, GA 
30362-3006. Please refer to case number #F16187-0032. 

Enclosure 
Advance Fee Payment Stub 

Sincerely, 

/P /? /7 ' /' .. ') _./2 . 
· · U rV/\t.h-~~1 ~ 

P. Sharisse Tompkins 
Disclosure Manager 
Disclosure Office 9. 
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Internal Revenue Serv·ice 
Disclosure Office 9 

Please return this attachment with your payment for Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
fees. Please make check or money order payable to the Treasury of the United States 
and remit it to the address below. 

Advance Payment .... Create New Case 

Regarding: "Get Transcript" 

Requestor: 

Qate of Letter: February 9, 2017 

Amount Owed: $1,041 

Internal Revenue Service 
Disclosure Scanning Operation - Stop 93A 
Post Office Bo~ 621506 
Atlanta GA 30362-3006 

Prior Case Number; F16187-0032 

Name Control': -



·' ' • 
' 

· June 30, 2016 . 

Via FedEx 

Internal Reveque Service 
FOIA Requests 
Headquarters Disclosure Office 
4800 Buford Highway:... Stop 93 -A 
Chamblee, GA 3990 1 -'0093 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This is · a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. This office 
represents Conimittee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client 
we are seeking the following documents: 

1.) Copies of WlY data or reports reflecting that t,he IRS did not identify and assist all individuals 
potentially affected by the 'Get Transcript' application data breach in May, 2015. 

2.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number·ofindi·viduals potentially affected by the 'Get 
Transcript' application data breach in May, 2015. 

3.) Copies of the da~ reflecting the total numb.er of taxpayers' accounts accessed by unauthorized 
users involved. in th~ 'Get Transcrip.t' application data breach in May, 2015. 

4.) Copies ofthe data reflecting the total J)UJTiberoftaxpayers that were not identified by the IRS 
but whose accounts were accessed by unauthorized users involved in the 'Get Transcript' 
application data breach in May, 2015. 

5.) Copies o( the data reflecting the number of taxpayers whose accounts were accessed by 
unauthorized u'ser5 involved in the 'Get Transcript' application data breach in May, 20.15 that were 
not offered an Identity Protection Personal Identification Nwpber (IP PJN) or free credit 
monitorin~ identified by the IRS. 

6.) Copies of the data reflecting the total number of taxpayers' accounts that were accessed by 
unauthorized lisers involved in the 'Get Transcript' application data breach in. May, 2015 that were 
not notifi~d bythe IRS that th~ir accounts had been accessed by unauthorized users. 

1 



1.) Copies of the data r~fJecting the total number of taxpay~rs' accounts that were potenti~lly 
accessed by unauthorized users involved in the 'Get Transcript' application data breach in May, 
2015 that did not have identity theft incident markers placed on their accounts by the IRS. . . 

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disClosure .under 
FOIA, I request that the iRS exercise-its discretion and disc'lose any such documents despite such 
conclusion. If you conclude that any requ.ested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt 
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disclose the eKempt material, I request that all 
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and 
conspicuously indicated.- · 

If you detenniQ.e that cert;iin documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide hot to 
release such dqcuments or parts of documents, l request that you specify which exemption(s) 
specified in 5 u.s.c. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not 
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does· not possess 
identical copie~ are not .in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I 
request tha.t you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individu~s believed to have 
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such doct1ments might otherwise 
be avaj:Jable, together with the specific docum.ents or categories of documents believed to be in the 
possession. custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency. other entity or 
individual. 

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to this request. If you anticipate that the 
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being advised thereof in advance of the 
assembly of those records and· the estimated charge in excess of $50Q, ifany, for doing· so. If the 
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For 
Efficient Government. In order to detet:mine my status for the applicability of fees, you should 
know th~t I am an "Other" Requester seekil'!g information for non,commercial or personal use. 

I request that any notification of those detenninations specified above be prOvided to me within 
ten (l 0) days of the submission of this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the 
initial ten ( 10) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested 
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS qr otherwise available to the 
IRS. 

Please send your response, and direc.t any inquiries, to; 

As proof of identity. 1 am including a copy of my driver' s. lic~n.se. 
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Request for Expedited Processing 

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing 
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13.8.4 
Expedited Response, (08-14-20 13). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client 
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating 
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity. 

CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information 
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG's mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U~S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which ha'i resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer mom~y. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statementl (last 
accessed June 29, 2016) (emphasis added). 

The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information '!Vhich will better inform the 
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

Waiver of Fees Requested 

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)( 4 )(A)(iii) states: 

3 

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the 
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is .in the public 
interest because itis likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 



operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requestor. 

As the courts h~ve observed, the fee waiver provision 'was added to FOIA 'in an attempt to prevent 
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests' 
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and mpst important for our purposes, 
nonprofit public interest groups." Better Gov't Ass'n v. Dep't of State, 780 F. 2d ~6. 93-94 (D.C. 
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial 
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, I 312 
(D.C. Cir. 2003). 

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 60 J.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the 
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service's operations 
oractivities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the ~gency's operations 
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public's understanding of 
the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities{myclients will make these records broadly 
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the 
public's understandi.ng of the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (the information 
is not already available to the general public). 

II{ A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials· Will Lead to Information Which Will 
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government 

This FOIA requests records pertaining to the 'Get Transcript' application data breach in May, 
2015. The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform 
the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public's 
understanding Of the IRS's operations and activities with respect to the 'Get Transcript' application 
data breach i~ May, 2015. 

II(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters; 
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge 

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS. 

As discussed below. my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed 
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the 'Get Transcript' application data breach in 
May. 2015. 

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows: 

4 

l. By hosting the disclosed information on the website .of the Committee for Efficient 

Government ("CFEG"), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG's mi!)sion 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 



solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses · through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission..,statement/ (last 
accessed June 29, 2016) (emphasis added). 

Significantly,, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing 
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes 
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of 
pot~ntial solutions, and information for how members of rhe public who have been 
victimized can seek help. 

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage o.f 
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and 
require the IRS to commit the necessary .resources to effective! y combat this problem. 
CFEG's website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to 
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which 
will, shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the 'Get Transcript' 
application data breach in May,2015 and what steps the IRS is doing to protect 
taxpayers. 

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase 
the :public's ,understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be 
provided to n wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG's 
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with 
ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals 
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency. 

My client also .intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost. 
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating 

5 



government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial · benefit as a result of the 
dissemination of these materials. 

These are precisely the circumstances unc,ler which a fee waiver is required. If you hav.e any 
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above; please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

I look forward t'o your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waiv~ a quoted fee and proceed with 
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to 
adviSe me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any 
further questions regarding this request. please contact me at your convenience. Thank you. 

-Enclosure 
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IRS FOIA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
D818SeMce 

FEB 2 7 2017 

Centnlftzed P1'0C816ing Unit 
Allanla, GA 

February 20th, 2017 

I make my request pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act. "The Freedom of 
Information Act applies to records either created or obtained by an agency and under 
agency control at the time of the FOIA request. Agencies within the executive branch 
of the federal go'{emment, including the Executive Office of the President and 
independent regt!latory agencies are subject to the FOIA." 
(https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-utl/irs_foia_guide.pdf) 

As an American tax paying citizen I am requesting the IRS tax return forms for 
Donald John Trump for the years 2013,2014, and 2015. I desire to have copies made 
and furnished without first inspecting the records. Records to be mailed to 

My register category is 'educational'. 

"FOIA provides that any person may make a request for IRS records." 
(https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-utl/irs_foia_guide.pdf) 

I am willing to pay fees which may apply. 
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NTEU 
February 24,2017 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
OATA SERVICE 

FEB 2 8 2017 

Centralized Processing Unit 
Atlanta,GA 

IRS FOIA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

RE: Freedom of Information Act Request- IR~ Office of Chief Counsel Awards Information 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

NTEU requests that IRS Office of Chief Counsel (Counsel) provide the following awards 
information for Counsel non-bargaining unit employees for fiscal years 2015 and separately for 
2016 awards. 

1. A list of all awards provided to non-bargaining unit employee that contains the 
fqllowing. information: 

· a. · Eriu:Hoyee' s name (or identifier so that NTEU can differentiate between 
· multipkempioyee~.and identify when the same employee received multiple 
·· awards}; · · · · · · · 

b. Dat~ the award was paid; 
c. Time covered by the award; 
d. Award amount; 
e. Organizational component; 
f. Grade; 
g. Series; 
h. Position Title; 
L Division Counsel or Associate Office; . 
j. Post of Duty (POD) at the time the award was received; 
k. If the employee received any awards that year, an identification of.the type of 

award received (whether performance, special act/special service award, on­
the-spot, time off, manager's award, or other small "quick hit" awards). 

2. The total amount of employee salaries, and, separately, the total amount of non­
bargaining unit salaries, that comprised the awards budget for payment of fiscal year 
2015 awards. 

3. The total amount of employee salaries, and, separately, the total amount of non­
bargaining unit salaries, that c'omprised the a: wards budged· for payment ·of fiscal year 
2016 awards. ' ' - . ,<~.:. . . ,· 

1750 H Street, N.W. • Washington, D.C. 20006 • (202) 572-5500 • www.nteu.org 
®~14 



It is my understanding that the Counsel compiles this data ·Mutually in the form of 
a spreadsheet. Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §552(a)(3)(B), NTEU requests this information ·in an 
electronic· format (Excel ·spreadsheet) and in a ·paper .copy so that the iQformation can be 
readily analyzed, se~ched and sorted. NTEU requests that the information be provided in 
a format that can be read without first breaking a code. In other words, NTEU requests 
that the information be converteq from code before it is provided to NTEU. 

NTEU requests thaf you waive any fees incurred in responding to this request. 
Disclosure of the requested information concerning Counsel awards data is in the public 
interest As such, disclosure of the requested information tinder FOIA is not primari~y in 
the commercial interest ofNTEU. If you do not waive these fees, please notify me in 
advance if the requested information will cost more than one hundred dollars ($100.00). 

NTEU is a category III requester and is therefore entitled to waiver of fees for the 
first two hours of research ~d the first 100 pages ofdocumentation. Ifresearch time is 
estimated to exceed two hours, please contact me .. at 
the estimated c0st of·responding; to this request. 

If you deny all or part of this request, please cite the specific exemptions you believe 
justify your refusal to release the information and notify me of your appeal procedures 
available under the law. The agency is required by law to respond to this request within 20 
working days. 

Ple~se contact me if yoti have any questions .concerning this reque·st, using the subject 
"FY 15 and FY 16 Counsel NBU Awards FOIA Request Dated 2-24-17" . 

. · 
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\ , 

F~bruary 24, 2017 

Via FedEx 

Internal Revenue Servic~ 
FOIA Reguests 

' INTERNAL REVENUE'SERVICE 
DATA SERVICE 

MAR 01 2017 

Centralized Processing Unit 
Atlanta, GA 

Headquarters Disclosure Office 
4800 Buford Highway - Stop 93 -A 
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This is a request under . the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. Tnis office 
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client 
we· are seekiiJg the foUowing documents: 

Note: All documents being requested under this FOIA request shall have all names and other 
identifying information redacted from the documents so that privacy interests are protected 
and any exempt information is also redacted. 

1.) Copies ·of all emails and documents relating to the specifics of each case of IRS employee tax 
fraud for the years 2013,2014,2015 and 2016. Note: All documents being requested under this 
FOIA request shall have all names and other identifying information redacted from the 
documents so that privacy interests are protected and any exempt information is also 
redacted. 

2.) Copies of all emails and documents relating to the specifics of each case where IRS employees 
fraudulently claimed a first-time homebuyer tax credit for the years 2008,2009, 2010, 2011,2012 
and 2013 .. Note: All documents being requested under this FOIA requestshall have all names 
and other identifying information redacted from the documents so that privacy iilter.ests are 
protected and any exempt information is also redacted. · 

3.) Copies of all emails, reports and internal memorandums describing ~nd detailing how and 
when eacb case of employee tax fraud occurred in items 1 and 2 above. Note: All documents 
being requested under this FOIA request shall have all names and other identifying 



information redacted from the documents so that privacy interests are protected and any 
exempt information is also redacted. 

4.) Copies of all emails, reports and internal memorandums describing and detailing how and when 
each case of employee tax fraud was identified by the IRS In items 1 and 2 above. Note: All 
documents being requested under this FOIA request shall have all names and other 
identifying information redacted from the documents so that privacy interests are protected 
and any exempt inform~tion is also redacted. 

5.) Copies of all emails, reports and internal memorandums describing and detailing the discipline 
of each IRS employee that engaged in tax fraud described in items 1 and 2 above. Note: All 
documents being requested under this FOIA request shall have all llames and other 
identifying information redacted from the documents so that privacy interests are protected 
and any exempt information is also redacted. 

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under 
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such 
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(S) contain both exempt and nonexempt 
material under FOIA, and you also decide hot to disclose the exempt material, I request that all 
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and 
conspicuously indicated. 

If you determine that Certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to 
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s) 
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not 
released. If you determine that any reques.ted documents for which the IRS does not possess 
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I 
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have 
possession, custody or control of such documents ono which any such documents might otherwise 
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the 
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or 
individual. 

I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For Efficient Government. 
In order to determine my .status forthe applicability of fees, you should know that I am an "Other" 
Requester seeking information for non-commercial or personal use. 

I request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within 
ten (10) days of the submission ()f this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the 
initial ten (10) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested 
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available t_o the 
IRS. 

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to: 

2 



As proof-of identitM, I am including a copy of my driver's license. 

Request for Expedited Processing 

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the. requester ~sks in writing 
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manuall 11.3.'13.8..4 
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client 
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating 
infofJ)lation in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Goveminent 
activity. 

CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On Hs website CFEG provides information 
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG's mission 

is t.o seeJ~.and explore ways in·w.hich the Government can 
operate more efficienriy and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and 'the American 
public~ 

One pf CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American ·taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educatingJawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of:governmentlosses, such as· 
the losses which are occurring at the ·u.s. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's .rnission;is to also bring transparenc;y to.t.he U.S .. 
Treasury by edueating lawmakers and bri.nging to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
whic~,has r.es1,1lted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources· and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accesse<;t ·February 24, 20 17) (emphasis added). 

CFEG is engaged in r.eporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse i.n government. 
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will' better inform the 
public concerning actual ot alleged Federal Government activity. 

3 



Waiver of Fees Requested 

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)( 4 )(A)(iii) states: 

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the 
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public 
interestbecause it is likely to contribute significantly to public l)nderstanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the COffifllercial 
interest of the requestor. · 

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision 'was added to FOIA 'in an attempt to prevent 
government agencies from using high fees to discoun1ge certain types of requesters and requests' 
irt a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for o.ur purposes, 
nonprofit publiE: interest groups." Better Gov't Ass·'n v. Dep 't of State., 780 F. 2d 86', 93-94 (D.C. 
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial 
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312 
(D.C. Cir. 2003). 

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 60t702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the 
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service's operations 
Or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding ofthe agency's operations 
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public's understanding of 
the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly 
available, for free, and through .a variety of mean~), and (d) will significantly contribute to the 
J)ublic'.s understanding of the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (the information 
is not already available to the general public). · 

ll(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will .Lead to Information Which Will 
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government 

This FOIA re.quests records and data pertaining to IRS employees not following the tax laws with 
respect to paying taxes. The requested information .will enableCFEG to obtain information which 
will better inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public's 
understanding of the IRS's operations and activities on IRS employees not following the tax laws 
with respect to the· payment of taxes. 

ll(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters; 
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge 

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disserriinate information received from the IRS. 

As discussed below, my clientwill disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed 
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to IRS employees not following the tax laws with 
respect to the payment of taxes. 

4 



My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows: 

5 

1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee fot Efficient 

Government ("CFEG"), http://www .cfegov .org/home/. CFEG' s mission 

is to seek and explore ways in whichJhe Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losse.s·, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Trec,tsury as a 
result of the identity theft..:based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion ofgovernment assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www .cfegov .org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed February 24, 2017) (emphasis added). 

Significantly; CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing 
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemi'c. Its website includes 
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of 
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been 
victimized can seek help. 

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of 
legislatioo that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and 
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem. 
CFEG's :website also has resources to help the public contac.t their elected officials to 
Share their views on these issues. The requested records wi111ea:d to information which 
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to IRS employees not 
following the tax laws with respect to the payment of taxes. 

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase 
the public's understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be 
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG's 



·. 

website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with 
ability to access the internet. Tbey will be especi<'!.lly l'ikely to be found by individuals 
interested in ensuring governmental transp~ency and efficiency. 

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost. 
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating 
government waste. They do not stand to g~in any commerdaJ benefit '!S a result of the 
dissemination of these materials. 

These are precisely the circtimstat'lces under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any 
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

I look forward to your confirmation that t.he IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with 
the processing of this important FOIA reqpest. .Please contact me at your earliest convenience to 
advise me that the Treasury D~partment will make the requested copies available. Ifyou have any 
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you. 

-.Enclosure 
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Campaign Committee 
120 Maryland Ave NE 

M~rch 2, 20 I 7 

Department of the Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service- Headquarters Office 
FOIA Contact 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

Re: Freedom Of Information Act Request 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Pursuant to the Freedom of lnfonnation Act, 5 U.S.C. §552 et ru. ("FOIA "), , I request copies of all correspondence 
outlined in detail below: · 

• Any Freedom oflnfonnation Act requests and the responsive materials thereof filed January 2011 to present 
regarding Senator Elizabeth Warren or the staff or representatives of Senator Elizabeth Warren, in both her 
capacity as a United States Senator and as a private citizen. 

Direct correspondence should include letters, emails, reports, and other relevant material. I am not seeking any secondary 
material such as phone logs, notations of ~onversation, etc. 

If any records are withheld or redacted, I request that you state the specific legal and factual grounds for withholding any 
documents or portions of documents. Please identify each document that falls with scope of this request but is withheld 
from release. 

If requested documents are located in another installation or bureau, I request that you please refer this request or any 
relevant portion of this request to the appropriate installation or bureau. 

To the extent that the respondent records are available in electronic format, I would prefer to receive the information via 
email or CD, particularly if providing the infonnation reduces the time or expense involved. Otherwise, I will expect to 
receive the information in paper fonn. 

To help assess my s tatus for copying and mailing fees, please note that I am gathering infonnation for research purposes 
and not for commercial activities. I am willing to pay all reasonable costs incurred in locating and duplicating these 
materials. But please contact me prior to processing to approve any fees or charges incurred in excess of $150. 

Thank you for your cooperation with this request. I am willing to discuss 
your office. Please do not hesitate to contact me at my direct line at 
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7-Mar-2017 10:59 Fax Line 

FAX 
TO: Rhonda O'Reilly, FOIA Public Liaison 

FAX: 877-807-9215 

SUBJECT: Freedom of Information Act Request 
(Exped ited Processing Requested) 

FROM: 

FAX: 

DATE: 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 

2027362222 p.1 

202-736-2222 

March 7, 2017 

03/07/2017 11:03AM (GMT-05:00) 



7-Mar-2017 10:59 Fax Line 

.March 6~ 2017 

Ithonda URdHy, FOI/\ Publk Liaison 

JRS f'OI/1. Request, Stop 21 J 

PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, (}.t\ 30362 .. 3006 

860~?56-4673 

Fux: :~77-807~9215 

Ryan Law, FOlA Public Liason 

Bun::au of the Fiscal Service 
Finantia1 Mttnag(m~ent Servic:c 
401 14th Street SW, Room 508C 
\Vashingt()J1~ DC 20227 
202··622-8098 
Fax: 202~874-5484 

To whom it may concern: 

JA1_1 i< Strt"!:et NW. ~)u~t..:· 140fJ 
w~~b:n~tn::, lX 2ilDO'l 

2027362222 

The Campaign LegaJ Center submits this request pursuant to the Freedom oflnt(mnation A.ct, 5 
U.S.C § 552 et seq., fbr records pertaining to President Donald Trump's pkdg~~ to donate profits 
earned in his hotels to the U.S. Trea~mry, 

I. ftaekgnnmd 

On January 1 L 2017, in response to ethical and constitutional conc:erns, President Tmmp held a 
press conference, and his attorney, Sheri Dillo:n, stated: 

1 
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'•President-elect ·rrurnp has decid.t'X.l, and we are anno~mdng today, that he is going to 
voh.mtarny donate all profits fh1m ioreig11 government payrnents made to his hotds to th(~ 
r · · ' ·· '"". · · Tl · · · t A · • · ·1 ' '11 fi "1 dmte(J States Treasury. · tHS \vay 1t 1s \!lc l\.lll<~ncan peop e \Vno wt pro . t · 

The a:.rmouncement attracted signit1caflt attention among the press and public, and n:umy ethics 
experts qtwstion.ed hn\V the pledge would be f()11cn:-\'ed and whether it \\·ould t::ffectively alleviate 
ethical and constitutional concems. 2 

On March 5 , 20 1 7, the A.ssaciated Pi·css reported : 

Last W'eek, K:uwails ambassador, Salem /\1-Sabah, and his wife hosted a n:~ceptiQn in the 
hotel's pn~siden!ia.l ba11room, in '<-vhat \Vas one of the first known instances of ihreir~n 
rnoney changing hands with HK~ hotd division of the Trump Organization since he 
became president A spokesw·oman for the Trump Organization did not respond to 
questions <lbout whether the nwney Jl·om the Kuwait Embassy has bt:~en or will be 
donated.3 

Records likely to bt:~ disclos(~d !n response to this re-quest \ViH contribute significantly to the 
pnbl.ic~s understanding of whether Pn~sident Trurnp is complying with his pledge to donate hotel 
proflts to the lJ.S. Treasury and how such a pledge is being carried out, and how the agency has 
responded to that pledge~ which are matters of significant public interest 

CLC is requesting {;;:tpies of all follmving rc~cords: 

Alt records pertaining w Trump hotds5 includi ng but not Hmiterl to all pokntia! or udua1 
payments receivt~d or requested, an guidance provided to Trump Organizatioil or \Vhi te 
House oft1dals, and aU correspondence othenvise periaining to Trump hotels and the 
President's plans to donate profits to the U.S. Treasury. 

'T1tis request encompasses both digital and physical nx:ords. 

Sari.lh Begk:y, Don<>klTn.Hnp to Donate Monev Foreign Governments Spend at His He<1J•!s to U.S. '!re<Js.wy, 

Attorney: Hotel Profits From Fnrr:ign GeNts Wt!l Be Donated to US Treasury, Fox NEWS (J<ln. 11, 2017), 

M;;!ghan Ki:rtE!a!iy, Trump Pfan to Oonote ffotel Profit<; Doesn't Erose Ethics. Concerns: E.>:perts .. ABC N!:WS 

!::;:~:;;<n_:-_;;;/~1!::~-~·.';l\t:~HZ.El;}.'!.:.~; Christina \JVi!ki~\ Paul BlurnenthJi, Trump Jvst Compfete!y Entangled his BiJsiness and 
the U.S. Government; HvHiNGTON POST {Jan, 12, 201 7), i.:.tt~L!/iY.~~~!:Lb.~n'Lm;,tg!}[,·~~?.L;;;:::;"}/;~n;,::x/LU,~~1!i;lJ~~:~, ~fJ.';:'iJi: 
g;~~~flL~'.?,~~:f!Lm:~c~:n,~~JD~,;}.:>_~n·.v ... ~!ii ... ~}?.~i~?l~l~Jg,~~;_Q~\':::~f~,~~dt;,?J}; JiH Disis .. Trump·s Foreign Profits Pion Is Doable, 
fJvt Ethics ExpertsScty it'5 fm Ethics A·1ine{ielo~ CNN {Jan. 25, 2017) 

Julie B~~kowkz, Trump Note/ MayBe PoliticofCopital of t1w Nation's Capitol, ASSOCII~lTD PRESS. (MM. 5, 
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Please note that this r~..~quest applies to an e:mails, s<~nt and receh .. ed, on gov<:~t:mnenta1 email 
addresses~, as ·v.:dl :as. to all en:aih, sent and t{~ceived, on aH other email addr'<.';sses ~md a.{x:ounts 
used to conduct official business. 

The ilmeframe f{)r this rtXHl\~st is .hmuatv L :2017 W March 6. 2017 . 
.) ' ~ ,, . 

If some portions of the requested records are exempt f~·o:rn disdosun;~ please disclose any 
reasonably segregab!e nmH.:xempt potiions ofthe n.:.xJuested records. 5 U.S.C. § 552(b ). If an:y 
portion of the requested reeords is exempt f!·om disclosure, please provide an in.dex of the 
withheld nlaterials as required under V(mglm v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973), ct~rt. 
d . < 4l - l' s '}'"'7 ( 1')'">')' {~!1i{~:(. , · • ~ i,'". ~·I , • ~,. t .:-,l . 

A. Tht~ n~qnest is mad<! for norH:o:mmerciaJ purposes and wm eontril:mh:! signific.~mtly 

to public understanding of the operations m· activities of government. 

FOV\ provides that the ag{..'llCY shaH fbmish requested n~cords 1vithout or at reductxl charge if 
"'disclosure ofthe inforrnation is in the public interest because it is Hkely to (~On.trihute 
significantly to p1.1blie understnnding oftbe operations or activities of the government and is not 
primarily in the commercial interest of th~~ n:~qut~ster.' '' 5 U.SJ.~. § 552(a)(4)(A .. )Ciii). 

As described above in Part !, the retJUested nwtcriah involve matters of .significant public 
inten~st Records likdy to be disdosed in response to this request \Vill contJ'ibnte sig;nifkarttly to 
the public's und{:rstanding of .Prt..~sident Truntp's comp]iance \Vith his pledge to donate prof1ts to 
the Treasury at1d hovt~ the agency has responded to that pledge. These details are not already 
publicly available and !.he records \Vould provide a EIKlre thorough public lmderstanding ofthc 
operations of the ag{;ncy. 

CLC vvill use n~cords responsi-ve to this request in the creation of widely disseminated materials 
and mH1lysis that ,_,,..m {~ducatc the public about tlH~Se rnatters and the operatiomi of the 
govemn1e.nt. CLC~ anticipates analyzing the rnatcriaJs gathered through this FOii\_ request to 
de·vdop reports,4 write blogs, 5 and author op-eds.6 CLC's research and reports are widely 

~ ,)'eo::. e.g. Lawre:nce _M. Noble and Brenda.n M. FisdK~r, Funding the Presidenfial Nominating 
Com.'t:mtions: Ho-w a Tl--ickle <~lAfmwr il.trned .lnto a Flood, Carnpa:ig;n Legal Cent{:r (July 26, 2016), 
1XLt1!; / ~\~ .. : \\')~:' .. _i;':~; n.- ~f~;~~J~~1·1J.~~~!i\;rJ~nt~~(,~ i L~k~~~L~~~.::·~~~~~ ~~~ ~~:~~ ~ /: ~ j_ b~?:··~t~\;~l~Hxg;.?~-~~;~!2~ilt~t~:~QI~i~~~ ~·!; ~~(.!}~ }:~~ l~:~~.fil.t~!I; L~~L~~~!J; ~ii~~::·~~ 
;~~~~\:'J.l::·.s:~!JcimJf{:~~'?,\m,~~f!s~q ,p~l:~ : 

See, e,g., Brendan M. Fischer, How Trwnp ·s Piar1 to Rep::xd the JoJmwm Anwndmcnt Could 
Ui!leas}i ·~)'uper Dar·k. Ahlnt.T' into Oia· Elections, Campaign Legal Center blog {Feb. J, 2Q l 7}, 

~ ; nJ!;'J~~l!::~s!J~s;r:.~l ;!Ih.-:}.~JiXU~;':..\ :Si!~f::t;}.~:~: ! ,i(.l.:~ii ; Filling the S1·1·amp: l1w.uguration and ha.nsition Funding, 
C~arnpa.lgn Legal (~enter hlog (Jan. 1 9 ~ 20 l '7), .h?:~p;(;-\~·JY~\;~ ~~;~~-gu2·~~J..gt~l~~~g,;;~ !~~~~~ni~~ r:~?rg/nt~.\:'5.·J.~hl~5~·~t}J1H1J~~: 
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dis~wmi:nated on its blog,, ~ through its ovin vv·ebsite,H through soc:ial media platf(rrrn~ like 
F;1cdwok~1 and Twitter, ;u and reg,nlar emails to its supporters, among other cornmunications 
. ,, l ., ., t l 
t)ut!tJ~. 

CLC staff have significant knowledge in ethics a:n:d government accm.lnt<~hihty, and nev;s media 
-~ 

regular1y rely upon CLC's Hn.aJysi:) and expertise."' In addition to its ow11 b1ogs and reports, CLC 
anticipates ~malyzing the requ,~si:ed records and disseminat!ngthe mat~;;rials a:mong traditional 
news outlets. 

Re;;:1uester CLC is a non--profit public. interest organization organized under Se(:tion 50l(c)(3) of 
the hnernai Revenue Cod{~ and this requegt is made tl)r non~corm:nercial purposes . 

. As sueh~ we request that any applicable fees associated with this request be waived pursuant to 5 
U,S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) and 40 C.F.R. § 2.1 07(1). A f(~e v.r~dver in this instance would fulflll 
Congress· Intent in amending tht) FOIA. See Judicial H't.ltdt, 1i1c v. Ro.ssotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 
1312 (D.C. Cir. 2003) (''Congress amended FOJA to ensure that it be liberally const1·ued in fkv·or 
of\vaivers. f(.}r noncommercial requesters." (quotation m.arks oinitted)). 

CLC additionally· reqm:.sts that it not be charged search or review fees tor this request because 
the organization. rneets the definitkm (if a "represent at! ve of the nev;s media·' fhr purposes of the 
FOIA, s1nce cr..c: "gathers information of potential interest to a ::wgm.ent of the pu.biic, uses it !~ 

editorial skills to turn the nrw :materials into a distinct work, a:nd distributes that \vork to an 
... ''i;:r'SC -. ~._ .. )/){ ·1 · \) ...... ,1 1\(·1·11' ' 40C"rl) >' ·'~l{)·-· ·1 ·)··· .. aumence .. n.J . :... . . , §) ... ,~\;1_ 'i-)(.!- .I,H}\ ~r 1;sceatso , .. -.f'. "· ;~ ,~. !CJ, ln). 

As tlw D,C, Circuit has held, !hl:! "representative of the news rnedia" test is tbc~m,~d on the 

requestor rather than the specific FOlA requ(~SL Cause (~fAction v. FTC. .. 799 F.3d l !08, 1 t2.1 

·---········-·······----------------· ··-··················-·------~-------··--··········--·····-

See e.g. Trevor Potter, Donald Trump Hasn't S/)lved Any r>fHis Cor!fliets f:llnterest, \VASH. 

S1ee (;atnpaigJ1 J.,ega] Centt'f hlog a.t !J~i~L.~;{~\Y~~ .. \~: .. ~:~;p~p?·~gx~t~~§~~J~~~~~~5~~~~·.·~~-?rg/~Jj~!l~l{~~tX? . 
See Cxunpaig!1 u~ga! (\:tlt<::r "Refcrewx: l'v1atetials" library,. 

~~~Lt!;l/~Y .. \Y.t::\,~;;?x;m;!JSJlkLWk~~n_i;~,~r,!~rgJr~~,,~~;~x·;,t; ):;::.t!;-xr:ns;!~:llislt~~ri;lh· 
h~IP~~;/(~:~:~Y~~.J}?.~~f1l~I§2.b.:~s~~nit~(~~gr!t~~~ !lr~Jl ::~~~~~J(~:~.~-~t.~~~/ 

See Campaign. Lt~gal Cent~r h!og a£ MEDIUM, l~H;~J!?.:LJ;\.I!~~iL~m~,L';~m;:.;.\~:::b)s;g. 
See e,g. Mrum Raju, hump 's Ci:rbinet Pick.lnvested itt Company. T!wn lntroduced a Bill to Help 

Christina Wilkie and Paul Blumend·ml, Tnanp Just Completely Entangled Hh; Business and the U.S. 
C{ov~?rntnent tlUFFll':(;Tl)N PClST (Jan. ll ~ 20·17 )~ hJ;~p; ( .. ~~\·>~·}\:~~~~ifi!~J~t~:nJgl~tr:~:~tn~·j;:~~Jr .. ~/JI:~~ ~J~P.·:~!q}_;=p~~.t~.~:: 
~~-~!JJ!IL~~~~::qJ~~ ~PJ~~r~:~~H}·~?I~':{~~qry",~ri .... ~tt~:t~:;r~.S~Js::~,~t~t!$~~~~\~~ f~:2~~~~~! .~:~~ '?Ji; I~rnn1a JJro \Vll and f)anielle .fJ<n;.glas ... 
Gabriel, B<'isy DeVos's ethic:'f. revien' rais.;:sfitrther questfonsfi.;r Democrats and 1-ratchdogs, \VAS~!. POST 
(Ja.n. 24, 2016) 
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(D.C. Cir. 2015). CLC satist1es this test b<~tause (as notz~d in Part In{ A)} CLC applk~s its 
t;,~xpertise and editorial skins to tum n~'<V m.ateriaJs into reports~ art! des, and op--cds that ar.<~ 
'<videly diss,~minatt::d on its hiog, 15 thrm.tg)1 its O\Vn w<.~bsite,, l·~ through soci<ll nH.::dia platfbrms and 
regular emails to its supp1>rtcrs, and through other conmHJJlications outlets. lS CLC additionally 

applies t.'l:.htorial skill to ana1yzc and disseminate materiah to other nt~\;..·s rnedia outlets, which 
reguhub, cite and rely upon CLC's work The D.C, Circuit has held that an request<~r may qualify 
as a news media entity if it ' " distrihut<~[ ] [its] work' hy issuing press releases to media ouHets in 
on.kr to reach d!{~ public indirectly" 799 F.3d. at 1125·26. 

Courts have found that other organiz:ations vvith functionaliy similar missions and engaged in 
simi!ar public education activities qualify as ".n~prest;.:tltati \l(~S of the ne'.:vs media~" even if 
engaged in htig[ttlon or other advocacy be;,rond educating i:h<~ public about the operations of 

{ ' -·~ .• ,j , . · / ' ' ·J' ( ' ,.,QO r· " · ~ .1 l ')R ll ")1 ·1r. {I) r• '"' ·"'(' ·1 '\) government. ~)ee e.g. c.ause (J.f .;.';.CHOn v . . <. • --.' ! .• .. ;,· ._;( > i l.., . - ~ -- .. ) . .. \..· ' Clr. .!.. j ... 

(finding a public intcrt~st a<h/()Cacy organization that cormnents to othf..~r media outlets about 
documents it (~btains under FOlA a n<~·Ns media requesk~r); Judicial J::Vatch. Inc. v. DOJ1 ! 33 F. 
Supp. 2d 52, 53-54 (D.DT. 2000) (finding ''public interest 1a\v finn'' Judicial Watch;~ nt:.v-..-s 
.media reque$ter);Elec Priw .. l<~vlr?fb. Ctr, V. DOD. 241 F. Supp. 2d 5, 10-15 (D.D.C 2003) 
(i1nding nonprot1t pub He interest group thut published a hiweddy email newsletter a new::;. .media 
requester). 

·'It is critical that the phrase •repre::;entative of the n~~v.;s tm~dia ' be interpreted broadly jfthe ac.t is 
work as expected, , .. In fact, any person or organizaiion which regularly publishes or 
disseminates irf/(.Wmatlon lo the public, . . should qu.a!W.'for 1-mivers as a 'representative i?/the 
tWH,\:: tnedia. '" 132 Gong. Rec. S14298 (daily ed. Sept. 30, 1986), cited in .Nat'l Sec. An::hive v. 
T' \' [) f· "j) ·' sg ·J· f1j l'"' '-''j 1"8"(1-\ . .., ('' j(!·'n l./., .... ept{?l -t:J., ,. ! ~'- "< l.)o . , ,;,6 , ... . c .. . 1r. . 7~:-t). 

h'l tlle event the fee \vaivcr is not gmn!(~d, I may not be charged for the first nvo hours of search 
time~ ot for the tln~t hundred pages of duplication. Pk.ase contact rne und advise me of the cost of 
this request ifpmcessing costs exceed $100. 

I request that Hw processing of this request be expedited pursuant to 31 CF.R. § 1.5(e)(2)(ii). As 
described ln Part I, the subjeet of this request in volves a mattt::r of exceptional public:,: interest, 1" 

and as described in Part HI, requester CLC i::> primarily engaged in disst~Ininadng infom1ation 
and educating the public, The requested records pl'..:rtain to tnatters of current exigency to t he 
American public, specif1cal1y whether the president is. ·viola.tingthe U.S. Constitution's ______ ._ ............ ___ _ 

See Campaign Legal Center blog at Am;p_,//)!:'.W.~~-'~;;}xm::;Li.:;m.k~;·:~~1,:.~:l!J~~~U1.'ji/~i.~~~~;:L\~;~. 
5i~!e Canmaim:~ Le•wl Center "Refcren<:e Materials" librarv, A .__. #!. .1' 

hlLI;,~i-~Y\~-~~·. ,~:;~nl!l~~ i.~:n.t~~g~~h&\!H:~:,~)r~in:?.~:~;gj;/!.~~J.~:r~:iK~::,\l!A\(~_t))f;l. 
See Campaig11 Legal Center, MEDIU!\·1, .\\EP::r!/m~:~k!},~L~:;n.:i(;,:,kd!k'.~~­
See 3ources cited supra nn. 1h3. 
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Ernoiu.lm~nts Cluuse or ethk:ul standards. an.d whether the president has foHowed through on his 
pro.mise to do;mte all pwtits rece.ivtxllrom foreign governments to the lJ .S. Treasury. Deiay1ng a 
response to this requt.~st could allow any such violations ufthe c.onstitution or of 'the public trust 
to ~;:ontir1ue without pttblic kno''llkdge or recours(~. 

l ce:rti fy that my statement~ concerning the need f()r expedited processing are true and correct t0 

the best of my knowledge and belief 

* 
J.n orcier to expedite delivery or these requested documents an.d in order t<'> reduct~ p(lssible: fees 
inc.urred, l mn requesting tht.1! these documents be ddivert~d to me either digitally via email (In 
PDF hmnat), or on a data disk via the U.S. Postal Service. 

Please email copies of resp<msivc docun:lents to: 

Or, please mail cop:it~s <)f rt)s:ponsivc documents w: 

Campaign Legal Center 
1411 K St NW, Suite 1400 
Washington D.C. 20005 

Should you elect, !or any :reaS(}l"i, 'to withhold, redact, or deny the rck>asc of any record 
responsive to this request, l request that you provide me with an. expianation for each 
\vithhi)idinglredac.ti,m, along with pertinent legal citations. 

Please confirm tht.~ reveipl of this n:'-que~t and. provide me with art estimate of pro(:essing t1rne, 

Tbai1k you. 

!sf 

Catnpa:.ign Legal Center 
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IRS FOIA Request 
HQ FOJA 
Stop211 
PO Box 621 506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

February 27,2017 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. I hereby request the following records: 

A copy of contract Tl RNO 16K00465 and all attached and related purchase orders and memos 

The requested documents will be made available to the .general public, and this request is not being made for 
commercial purposes. 

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of 
fulfilling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM 
if not. · 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in th is matter. I look forward to receiving your response to 
th is request with in 20 business days, as the statute requires. 

Sincerely, 

Filed via MuckRock.c9m 
, • . • : , I • . . 

E-mail (Preferred): 33623-4 12567 1'5@requests.muckrock.com 

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 
Muck.Rock 
DEPT MR 33623 
4 I I A Highland Ave 
Somerville, MA 02144-2516 



PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock by the 
above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly addressed (i.e., 
with the requester's name rather than "MuckRock News",.ar:td the depa,rtment !1U!Jlber) requests il)ight be"retumed as ~ 
undeliverable. · · · · · · · ·- ·· ';·"·". · - · .. · · · · .,_ · · ~- .·, ' · '·: · .- ~: 

... ?' 
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IRS FOIA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 62 1506 
Atlanla, GA 30362-3006 

February 27,2017 

To Whom It May Concern: 

MAR 0 1.:ZOI7 
"'• hd Pn .. .,.,. AIIIIID.GI\ i ..,. 

This is a request under the Freedom of lnfonnation Act. I hereby request the following records: 

Any document available under FOIA that can confirm or deny that the current President of the United States is under 
audit by the IRS or any document available under FOIA that can confirm or deny that the current President of the 
United States is not under audit by the IRS. 

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for 
commercial purposes. 

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance of 
fulfil ling my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM 
if not. 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this matter. t look forward to receiving your response to 
this request within 20 business days, as the statute requires. 

Filed via· MuckRock:com · .. , .. · .. 1 

E-mail (Preferred): 33498-7630 1697@requests.muckrock.com 

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 
MuckRock 
DEPT MR 33498 
411 A Highland Ave 
Somerville, MA 02 144-2516 

. ..... ~ . 



PLEASE NOTE: This request is not filed by a MuckRock staff member, but is being sent through MuckRock by the 
above in order to better track, share, and manage public records requests. Also note that improperly addressed (i.e. , 
with the requesJer!s 'i1am'e niiher.than "Muck Rock News" and the department number) reques~~ might 9e :~~W~esf a~;· . 
undeliverable. · ;,· ·· _.:, r.;·~ · ,·· ; _,·;~5L. . · - · ·- .·.- - . , .. ~· 

. · ,... .... ,..., .. , . . 
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IRS FOIA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

February 27, 2017 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Infonnation Act. I hereby request the following records: 

A copy of contract Tl RNO 15 POO 132 and all attached and related purchase orders and memos 

The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for 
commercial purposes. 

In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful if you would infonn me of the total charges in advance of 
fulfilling my reque.st. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if available or CD-ROM 
if not. 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in this marter. I look forward to receiving your response to 
th is request within 20 business days, as the statute requires. 

Filed via MuckRock.com 
E-mai l (Preferred): 33622-02345053@requests.muckrock.com 

For mailed responses, please address (see note): 
MuckRock 
DEPT MR 33622 
411 A Highland Ave 
Somerville, MA 02144-25 16 

I, : 
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From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Fri Mar 10 13:19:45 2017 MST Page 1 of 4 

FOIA REQUEST 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

Owner /Founder 

The Black Vault 

http:LLwww.theblackvault.com 

Toll Free: (800) 456-2228 

International: 1 (818) 655-0474 

Fax: (818) 659-7688 
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From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Fri Mar 10 13:19:45 2017 MST Page 2 of 4 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a ~~representative of 
the news media. 11 I am a freelance television producer often working on 
documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured 
throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as 
well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 
john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal 
mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all GLD 
Sensitive Case Reports that were created by the IRS, from October 1, 2016 
through to the date of processing this FOIA request. 

Please include the original FOIA request and the GLD Sensitive Case Report filed 
by the IRS, as responsive to this request. 

If possible, I would prefer that if the responsive records are mailed to me on a CD­
ROM or DVD, that it NOT be password protected. On many occasions, I have 
received the CD, but failed to have received the password under separate cover. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your 
response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 
 

 
FAX 1-818-659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/10/2017 2:20PM (GMT-06:00) 



From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Fri Mar 10 13:19:45 2017 MST Page 3 of 4 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a ~~representative of 
the news media. 11 I am a freelance television producer often working on 
documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured 
throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as 
well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 
john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal 
mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all e-mails 
within your FOIA Office (please include all pertinent email address and personnel 
in the FOIA office) which contain the following keyword: 

"Greenewald" 

And/or 

"Black Vault" 

And/or 

www.theblackvault.com 

and/or 

theblackvault.com 

and/or 

www.blackvault.com 

and/or 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/10/2017 2:20PM (GMT-06:00) 



From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Fri Mar 10 13:19:45 2017 MST Page 4 of 4 

blackvault.com 

I please ask that you do not include and can omit, any and all e-mails sent to and 
from my address, john@greenewald.com. Please just include e-mails that were 
NOT sent to me already. 

You can limit my search to records from the last 5 years from the date of 
processing this request and only to the mailbox of Michaei.Riccio@irs.gov. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your 
response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 
 

 

YOU CAN FAX RESPONSES AND DOCUMENTS TO: 1-818-659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 03/10/2017 2:20PM (GMT-06:00) 



From AceWeb 1.818.891.6539 Sun Oct 2 14:32:13 2016 MDT Page 1 of 2 

FOIA 
UEST 
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From AceWeb 1.818.891.6539 Sun Oct 2 14:32:13 2016 MDT Page 2 of 2 

FOIA REQUEST 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of Inf(xmation Act 

5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative ofthe news media." I am a 

freelance television producer often working on documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my 
work is commonly featured throughout major news organizations, and I fl·eelance writer for news 

sites as well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delive1y of the requested material either via email to john(f£}greenewald.com or 

via CD-ROM or DVD via postal mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur 

a charge. 

I respectfillly request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all FOIA Requests received 

by the IRS/HQ, from the group Democratic Coalition Against Trump. I ask that you also include 
all current FOIA case processing notices f(x each request, along with all letters sent to and from 

the group and your agency. 

Thank you so much f()r your time, and I am very much looking forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greene\vald, Jr. 
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From AceWeb 1.818.891.6539 Sun Oct 2 14:20:11 2016 MDT Page 1 of 2 

FOIA 
UEST 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/02/2016 3:20PM (GMT-05:00) 



From AceWeb 1.818.891.6539 Sun Oct 2 14:20:11 2016 MDT Page 2 of 2 

FOIA REQUEST 

To vvhom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions ofthe Freedom oflnf(mnation Act 
5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative ofthe news media." I am a 
freelance television producer often working on documentmies related to my FOIA requests, my 
work is commonly featured throughout major news organizations, and I f1:eelance w1iter for news 
sites as well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delive1y of the requested mate1ial either via email to john@greenevvald.com or 
via CD-ROM or DVD via postal mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur 
a charge. 

I respectfblly request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all emails to or from 
Commissioner John Koskinen, that contain the following phrase: 

"DAtv1AGE CONTROL" 

The dates to search would be the entire time he has held the position of Commissioner. 

Thank you so much f(1r your time, and I am very much looking fonvard to your response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 
 
 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/02/2016 3:20PM (GMT-05:00) 



From AceWeb 1.818.891.6539 Sun Oct 2 14:09:22 2016 MDT Page 1 of 2 

FOIA 
UEST 
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From AceWeb 1.818.891.6539 Sun Oct 2 14:09:22 2016 MDT Page 2 of 2 

FOIA REQUEST 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 5 U.S. C. 

S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative of the news media." I am a freelance television 
producer often working on documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured 
throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as well. Examples can be 
given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to john@greenewald.com or via 
CD-ROM or DVD via postal mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of the "Digital Strategy" document for 
your agency. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 
 

 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/02/2016 4:10PM (GMT-04:00) 
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Thanks if furthe r clarification l5 

Thi:=: is Informati,:::m I 

The United 
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Th-= requested documents will be made available to the genel.:'al public , and this request 
i s not being made for commercial purposes . 

I am a professio nal journalist and t he requ<?.s ted d·:>cuments \.Jill bE> made available for 
public inspects i on, free of charge . Therefore I ' m requesting a tvaiver of fees . I n the 
event that there are fees, I would be grateful i f you would inform me o f the t otal 
charges in advance of fulfilling my request . I would prefer the request filled 
electronica lly , by e-mail attaduuent if available c>r CD·· ReM if not . 

·rhank you i n advance for yc•ur anti c ipated ox,peration in t .his matt e r . I look fc·rward t o 
receiving your response to thi s request within 20 business days , as the statute 
requires . 

Sincerely, 

Filed via !•luckRock . com 
E-mail (Preferred) : 27272- 82088146@request s . muckrock . com 

For mailed r esponses , pleasE address (see note) : 
HuckRock 
DEPT MR 27272 
llllA Highland Ave 
Somerville , i·'IA 02144 - 2516 

PLEASE NOTE: This r equest i s not filed by a HuckRock staff member , but i s being sent 
through NuckRock by the above i n order to better track, share , and manac;re public 
recorcls requests . Also note that improperly addressed (i. e ., t,1ith the requester ' s name 
rather than "HuckRock News " and the department number) r equests might be returned as 
undeliverable . 
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October 3, 2016 

Via FedEx 

Internal Revenue Service · 
FOIA Requests 
Headquarters Disclosure Office 
4800 Buford Highway - Stop 93 - A 
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093 

Re: Freedom of Information Act_Reguest 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. This office 
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client 
we are seeking the following documents: · 

1,) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the IRS's use of ·~tax protester", "tax 
protestor" and "defier" or other similar designations for the years 2010, 2011 , 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, and 2016. · 

2.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS labeled certain taxpayers . 
as Tax Protesters and Tax Protestors for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

3.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS designated certain 
taxpayers as Tax Protesters and Tax Protestors for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 
and 2016. 

4.) Copies of ~y data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers the IRS labeled 
as Tax Protesters and Tax Protestors for the years 2010, 2011, 2012,2013, 2014,2015, and 2016. 

5.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers the IRS 
designated as Tax Protesters and Tax Protestors for the years 2010,2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 
and 2016. 

6.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers the IRS labeled 
as Illegal Tax Protesters and Illegal Tax Protestors for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, and 2016 that were compliant with the tax laws. 
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7.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers the IRS 
designated as Illegal Tax Protesters and Tax Protestors for the years 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014, 
2015, and 2016 that were compliant with the tax laws. 

8.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers the IRS 
designated as "Defiers" for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016 that were 
compliant with the tax laws. 

9.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS designated certain 
taxpayers as "Defiers" for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

10.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS labeled certain taxpayers 
as "Defiers" for the years 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

11.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that IRS examination employees in 
the Correspondence Examination Automation Support System labeled certain taxpayers as "Tax 
Protester/Protestor" or "Defier" for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

12.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that IRS examination employees in 
the Correspondence Examination Automation Support System designated certain taxpayers as 
"Tax Protester/Protestor" or "Defier" for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,2015, and 2016. 

13.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS has updated its 
examination procedures, issued memorandums or added modules to existing training courses 
which prohibit IRS officers and employees from referring to taxpayers as Illegal Tax Protesters, 
Illegal Tax Protestors and Defiers or any similar designations for the years 2010,2011,2012,2013, 
2014, 2015, and 2016. 

14.) Copies of the training courses or material used by the IRS to instruct IRS officers and 
employees that they are prohibited from referring to taxpayers as Illegal Tax Protesters, Illegal Tax 
Protestors, and Defiers or any similar designations for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, and 2016. 

15.) A list of the training seminars or conferences where the IRS instructed IRS officers and 
employees that they are prohibited from referring to taxpayers as Illegal Tax Protesters, lllegal Tax 
Protestors and Defiers or any similar designations for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, and 2016. 

16.) Copies ofthe IRS internal guidelines instructing IRS officers and employees that they are not 
to refer to taxpayers as Illegal Tax Protesters, Illegal Tax Protestors and Defiers or any similar 
designations for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,2015, and 2016. 

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under 
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such 
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt 
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all 

2 



nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and 
conspicuously indicated. 

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to 
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption( s) 
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not 
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess 
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I 
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have 
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such documents might otherwise 
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the 
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or 
individuaL 

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to this request. If you anticipate that the 
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being advised thereof in advance of the 
assembly of those records and the estimated charge in excess of $500, if any, for doing so. If the 
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For 
Efficient Government. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should 
know that I am an "Other" Requester seeking information for non-commercial or persona) use. 

I request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within 
ten (10) days of the submission ofthis request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the 
initial ten (10) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested 
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the 
IRS. 

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to: 

As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver' s license. 

Request for Expedited Processing 

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing 
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13.8.4 
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client 
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating 
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity. 
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CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information 
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG's mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed October 3, 2016) (emphasis added). 

CFEG is engaged in reporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government. 
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the 
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

Waiver of Fees Requested 

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states: 

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the 
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public 
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requestor. 

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision 'was added to FOIA 'in an attempt to prevent 
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests' 
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes, 
nonprofit public interest groups." Better Gov 'tAss 'n v. Dep 't of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C. 
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial 
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requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F .3d 1309, 1312 
(D.C. Cir. 2003). 

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the 
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service's operations 
or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the agency's operations 
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public's understanding of 
the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly 
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the 
public's understanding of the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (the information 
is not already available to the general public). 

Il(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will 
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government 

This FOIA requests records pertaining to the IRS labeling or designating taxpayers as Tax 
Protesters, Tax Protestors or Defiers for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the 
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public's 
understanding of the IRS's operations and activities with respect to the IRS's 
labeling or designating taxpayers as Tax Protesters, Tax Protestors or Defiers. 

Il(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest ofthe Requesters; 
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge 

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS. 

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed 
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the IRS's labeling or designating taxpayers as 
Tax Protesters, Tax Protestors or Defiers. 

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows: 
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1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient 
Government ("CFEG"), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG's mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 



the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed October 3, 2016) (emphasis added). 

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing 
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes 
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of 
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been 
victimized can seek help. 

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of 
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and 
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem. 
CFEG's website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to 
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which 
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the IRS's labeling or 
designating taxpayers as Tax Protesters, Tax Protestors or Defiers. 

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase 
the public's understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be 
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG's 
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with 
ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals 
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency. 

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost. 
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating 
government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the 
dissemination of these materials. 

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any 
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

I look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with 
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to 
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advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any 
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you. 

-Enclosure 
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October 5, 2016 

Via FedEx 

Internal Revenue Service 
FOIA Requests . 
Headquarters Disclosure Office 
4800 Buford Highway - Stop 93 - A 
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVIC 
DATA SERVICE 

OCT 0 7 2016 

Centralized Processing Unit 
Atlanta,GA 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. This office 
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client 
we are seeking the following documents: 

I .) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of fraudulent social security 
numbers that have been used to claim earned income tax credit for the years 201 0, 2011 , 2012, 
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

2.) . Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of stolen social security 
numbers that have been used to claim earned income tax credit for the years 2010, 2011 , 2012, 
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

3.) Copies of any data; reports or memorandums reflecting the number of instances where the IRS 
identifies victims of employment-related identity theft when processing electronically filed (e­
filed) tax returns in which the Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) used to file the 
tax return does not match the SSN listed on third-party income documents associated with the tax 
return, such as a Form W-2 for the years 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

4.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of instances where tax 
examiners can see that an SSN was used to gain employment that did not belong to the person 
filing the return for the years 2010,2011,2012,2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 
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5.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of !TINs the IRS issued to 
individuals who do not have and are not eligible to obtain an SSN for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

6.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of !TINs the IRS issued to 
individuals who are not entitled to work in the United States for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 
2014, 2015, and 2016. 

7.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of instances the IRS 
became aware that a social security number had been stolen whenever a person who does not have 
and is not eligible to obtain an SSN and is not entitled to work in the United States filed a return 
using an ITIN for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

8.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of stolen social security 
numbers given to employers, by persons who do not have and are not eligible to obtain an SSN 
and are not entitled to work in the United States, to obtain employment for the years 2010, 2011, 
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

9.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers whose social 
security numbers were stolen and who were notified by the IRS that their social security numbers 
were stolen for the years 2010, 2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

10.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers whose social 
security numbers were stolen or used by persons filing !TINs to obtain employment and were later 
notified by the IRS that their social security numbers were stolen for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

11.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers whose social 
security numbers had been stolen and used to obtain employment and then were later notified by 
the IRS that their social security numbers were stolen for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, and 2016. 

12.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS notified the Social 
Security Administration whenever a taxpayer's social security number had been stolen for the 
years 2010, 2011,2012, 2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

13.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS notified the Social 
Security Administration whenever a taxpayer's social security number had been stolen or used by 
those persons using !TINs to file a return (those persons who do not have and are not eligible to 
obtain an SSN and are not entitled to work in the United States) to obtain employment for the years 
2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

14.) Copies of any data, reports or memorandums reflecting that the IRS created any pilot 
programs to notify taxpayer victims whose social security numbers had been stolen by those 
persons using !TINs to file a return (those persons who do not have and are not eligible to obtain 
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an SSN and are nor entitled to work in the United States) to obtain employment for the years 2010, 
2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under 
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such 
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt 
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all 
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and 
conspicuously indicated. 

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to 
release such documents or pans of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s) 
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not 
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess 
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I 
request that you identi fy all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have 
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such documents might otherwise 
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the 
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or 
individual. 

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to this request. If you anticipate that the 
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being advised thereof in advance of the 
assembly of those records and the estimated charge in excess of $500, if any, for doing so. If the 
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For 
Efficient Government. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should 
know that I am an "Other" Requester seeking information for non-commercial or personal use. 

I request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within 
ten (10) days of the submission of this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the 
initial ten ( 10) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested 
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the 
IRS. 

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to: 

As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver's license. 

3 



Request for Expedited Processing 

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing 
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13.8.4 
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client 
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating 
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity. 
CFEG hosts a website, http://www .cfegov .orglhome/. On its website CFEG provides information 
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG's mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www .cfegov .orglhome/mission-statementl (last 
accessed October 4, 2016) (emphasis added). 

CFEG is engaged in reporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government. 
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the 
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

Waiver of Fees Requested 

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states: 

4 

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the 
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public 
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 



operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requestor. 

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision 'was added to FOIA 'in an attempt to prevent 
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests' 
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes, 
nonprofit public interest groups." Better Gov't Ass'n v. Dep't of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C. 
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial 
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312 
(D.C. Cir. 2003). 

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 60 1.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the 
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service's operations 
or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the agency's operations 
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public's understanding of 
the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly 
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the 
public's understanding of the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (the information 
is not already available to the general public). 

Il(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will 
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government 

This FOIA requests data pertaining to instances where social security numbers are stolen or used 
by those persons using ITINs to file a return (those persons who do not have and are not eligible 
to obtain an SSN and are not entitled to work in the United States) to obtain employment for the 
years 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016. The requested information will enable CFEG 
to obtain information which will better inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal 
Government activity. 

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public's 
understanding of the IRS's operations and activities with respect to instances where social security 
numbers are stolen or used by those persons using ITINs to file a return (those persons who do not 
have and are not eligible to obtain an SSN and are not entitled to work in the United States) to 
obtain employment for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

Il(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters; 
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge 

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS. 

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed 
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to instances where social security numbers are 
stolen or used by those persons using ITINs to file a return (those persons who do not have and 
are not eligible to obtain an SSN and are not entitled to work in the United States) to obtain 
employment for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

5 



My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows: 

6 

1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient 

Government ("CFEG"), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG's mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www .cfegov .org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed October 4, 2016) (emphasis added). 

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing 
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes 
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of 
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been 
victimized can seek help. 

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of 
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and 
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem. 
CFEG's website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to 
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which 
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to instances where social 
security numbers are stolen or used by those persons using ITINs to file a return (those 
persons who do not have and are not eligible to obtain an SSN and are not entitled to 
work in the United States) to obtain employment for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 
2014, 2015, and 2016. 



The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase 
the public's understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be 
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG's 
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with 
ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals 
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency. 

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost. 
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and elimjnating 
government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the 
dissemination of these materials. 

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any 
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

I look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with 
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to 
advise me that the Treasury Depanment will make the requested copies available. If you have any 
funher questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you. 

-Enclosure 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Dear Ms. 

Please see a 
expect to 

3154433196 

I 
I 
I . 
I 

TRAC 

X fR·A::NsM·lt 'tAL 

Tax Law Specialist 
Law Specialist 

No. of Pages: 3 

DATE: 1017/2016 

Sw443-3563 if you have problems with this fax transmittal. 

! i flttp:/ltrac.syr.edu E-mail: trac@syr.edu 
NY: (315) 44~'1-~ro:>'-'· Washington. D.C.: (202) 518-9000 West Coast: (425) 746-6372 
i 360 Newhouse II, Syracuse, NY 13244-2100 
i 
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Dear FOIA. 

Under the 
case listi 
2012 - sep 

(a) Assign 
(b) Office 
(c ) Date o 
(d) Date r 
(e ) Tracl< 
{f) Date c 
request) 

I 

fi~er, 
; 
; 

' 

october 7, 2016 

ovlsions of e Freedom of Information Act, we request a case-oy­
of a l l ~OIA ~equesta received by the FOIA off i ce from october 1, 

mbtr 3 0, 2 Olt·' with the follo\.,ring data fields; 

r~quest tra i ng number 
(wh~re multip~. components) 
ref.ruest J 
:~e~e~ae rec lved 
osef (where c f '>eure has occurred at the time you process this 

I . 
Please not ygu will be Jegularly receiving requests for updated information 
on your FO A ~rk. load. TJ .the extent you have previously provided us complete 
informatio i the reque ted format on a particular closed case, it is not 
necessary o rovide inf ~rmation on that case again. However, it you rind it 
simpler to pr 

1 
ide info ation on the status of every request received during 

this time er4od, this i certainly acceptable as well. 

This listi 
text forma 
form. (Equ 
XML, fixed 
the tabula 

g dhould be p ovi ded as a csv or other equival.ent machine-readable 
t~at retains ' the structure of the text in its original tabular 

va~ent format , for example, include Excel, tab-delimited text , 
co~umn-width ext . PDF files do not meet this requirement since 
s~ructure of the text is stripped off from the original source 

when a PDF foimat is ere ted.) 
i 
I 

We request th~t we be cl . ssified as a representative of the news media under 
the provis ' on of the Pr edom of Information Act, and ae representatives of 
an educati na instituti ' rt, whose purpose includee scholarly, scientific 
research. is a cent r jointly 5ponsored by the ~ewhouse School of Public 
communicat ' on and the~ itman Management School at syracuse University. 
TRAC's !ac 1t 1 and staf earry out an active program of scholarly research, 
ublicatio a d distrib ion under the direction of its co-directors, 1111 

its day- t 
obligatio 
we have 9 
informati 
-- includ 
distribut 
two publi 
pu.blicati 
governmen 
and repor 

Our work focuses on the federal government and 
, i ncl uding how federal agencies implement their 

e~dom of Information Act. For more than two decades, 
t i on of i nterest to the public, transformed thi s 
1· editorial and reseaxch expertise into various works 

ng ~omputeriz 1
d knowledge b9-ses and reports -- and actively 

d t~eae works through a variety of channel s, including through our 
we sites : ht ·; //FO!Aproject . org and http://trac.syr.edu. our 

ns re widely ~sed by other researchers, the news media, 
, a d the pub ic. For a sample of recent oit~tions to our research 

~see: http: f /_t.rac. syr. edu(tracatwor}c/ . 

l f 

I I 
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I 

-2-

I 

we also re eett a fu l l wa , ·ver of tees. As you are aware, FOI.A ;sets strict 
time limits fo~ respondin to requests because timely receipt of the 
information th4t must be aoe public i s a cornerstone of having an informed 
citizenry. bu~, there ia 1 8ubstantial public interest in monitoring the 
'success of n ~gency in m eting these timeliness goals. J:noeed, because of 
their publi irf\portance , ongress requires each federal agency tc compile and 

:::::::.·:: ::ti::m:nt:::f• ::::o:::o:::.e:r:n:v::::::: ::s:::a::b:::~ :::: ·are 
no longer t'metY· It is t ·e purpose of this reqUest to gather and analyze the 
requisite d ta ito provide. regularly updated POIA monitorins reports on your 
agency . , ~ 

i ~ 
abr~.· to recei •· :ng this information . Should you have any Cfl.l.estions, 

or if we ca f of any a · istance , please feel free to contact us . T~ank you 
we look 

very much. 

li;: .. ... • • ., .. • :; -

~ 
r: 
t 
~ 
~ 
~ 
p . • 
~ 

I 
~ 

aringhouse 
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Oct. 7. 2016 3: 46PM 

10/07/2016 

Internal Revenue SeiVice 
DtS FOlA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

To whom it may concern; 

mtretu~tsJJingtonpo.st 
1301 K STRBBTNW 

WASHlNGTON, DC20071 
(202) 334-1918 

No . 0285 P. 1 

This is a request under The Freedom of !nformation Act. I hereby request disclosure of the following information: 

Copies of all internal communications, including but not limited to, electronic messages and emails to, from or 
among employees of IRS' National Media Relations Office, sent or received between June 1, 2015 and October 7, 
20 16~ concerning or pertaining to bonald ) . Trump. 

lfyou regard any of the requested records as subject to exemption from required disclosure under the law, I hereby 
request that you exercise your discretion and disclose them nonetheless_ 

If you decide to withhold any requested records, please do not deny the entire request and release information available 
under the law. If you cannot fulfill certain parts of this request or certain portions must be redacted please provide any 
reasonable segregable portion of a requested record after removing or redacting those portions claimed to be exempt, 
explain in writing the justification for redacting the record, indicate the extent of any redactions on the portion of the 
r~ord which is made available or published and where technically feasible indicate on the redacted portion itself the 
specific exemption(s) claimed. 

I make this request on behalf ofThe Washington Post, a newspaper of general circulation in the Washington D.C. 
metropolitan area. The records disclosed pursuant to this request will be used in the preparation of news articles for 
dissemination t.o the public. Accordingly, I request that you waive all fees in the public interest because the furnishing of 
the infotmation sought by this request will primarily benefit the public and is likely to contribute significantly to public 
understanding of the operations or activities of the government. If, however, you decline to waive all fees, I am prepared 
to pay, but request that you notify me if you plan to charge. 

lf you have any questions about this request, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
above telephone numbet. I look forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

The Washington Post 

at tho 

RECEIVED BY IRS -EEFAX 10/07/2016 2:47PM (GMT-05:00) 
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FOIA REQUEST 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative of 
the news media!' I am a freelance television producer often working on 
documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured 
throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as 
well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 
john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal 

mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all documents, 
budgets, emails from pertinent agency personnel, etc., about the budget that 
your agency spends on advertising on social networks. These social networks 
would include, but not be limited to, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, lnstagram, 
Google+ etc. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your 
response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 
 

 

YOU CAN FAX RESPONSES AND DOCUMENTS TO: 1-818-659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/07/2016 6:26PM (GMT-04:00) 



Via Certified Mail 

IRS FOIA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

.(!!CAUSE 
'ofACTION 
INSTITUTE 

Advoeates for Government Accountability 

A 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Corporation 

October 4, 2016 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Internal Revenue Service: 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
DATA SERVICE 

OCT 0 7 2016 

Centralized Processing Unit 
Atlanta, GA 

I write on behalf of Cause of Action Institute ("Co A Institute"), a nonprofit strategic 
oversight group committed to ensuring government decision-making is open, honest, and fair. 1 

In carrying out its mission, CoA Institute uses various investigative and legal tools to educate the 
public about the importance of government transparency and accountability. We are examining 
the Internal Revenue Service's (''IRS") assertion that most of its rules are exempt from Executive 
Order 128662 and the Congressional Review Act3 because they do not meet the defmition of 
''major rule." Pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 ("FOIA"), CoA 
Institute requests access to the following records: 

1. Each prior final iteration of Internal Revenue Manual ("IRM") Section 32.1.2.4, 
including the revision made on September 23, 2011. This request includes each prior 
final iteration of any section entitled "OMB Notice of Planned Regulatory Action," or 
substantially similar title, regardless of whether that section was listed at its current 
location in the IRM at Section 32.1.2.4. 

2. Each prior final iteration of IRM Exhibit 32.1.6-6, including the revision made on June 3, 
2003. This request includes each prior final iteration of any section or exhibit entitled 
"Instructions for Completing Congression~l Review Act Form," or substantially similar 

1 See CAUSE OF ACTION INST., About, www.causeofaction.org/about/. 
2 Executive Order 12866 requires most Executive Branch agencies to, inter alia, submit their proposed major 
rulemakings to the White House Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs for pre-publication review. See 
Executive Order 12,866 (Sept. 30, 1993), 58 Fed. Reg. 51,735, available at http://1.usa.gov/28YINQt. 
3 The Congressional Review Act provides fast-track procedures to expedite congressional review of major 
agency rulemakings. See Subtitle E ("Congressional Review") of the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement 
Fairness Act of 1996,Title II of the Contract with America Advancement Act of 1996, Pub. L. 104-121, 101 
Stat. 847 at 868-874 {codified at 5 U.S.C. §§ 801-808); see also RICHARDS. BETH, CONG. RESEARCH SERV., 
RL31160, DISAPPROVAL OF REGULATIONS BY CONGRESS: PROCEDURE UNDER THE CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW 
ACT {2001). 

I ~'\10;:1~\:i"Ca useOfActionc©ll'@ 
I @ 

1875 Eye St, NW 
Suite 8oo 

Washington, DC 2ooo6 202.499-4232 
L_-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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October 4, 2016 
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title, rt?gardless ofwheiher that s~ction or exhibit was listed at its~current location. in the 
IRM at Exhibit 32.1.6-6. 

3. Each prior final it~ration of any portion, section, or exhibit of the IRM containing the 
phrase "because the effect of the rule. is usually due to the underlying statute, rather than 
to the regufation" or substailtially similar language. 

Request for a Public Interest Fee. Waiver 

CoA InstitUte requests a waiver of any and all applicable fees. FOIA, and applicable 
regu,lations, provide that the agency shall fumish .requested records without or at reduced charge 
if ''disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute 
significantly to public un.derstanding of the operations or activities of the govemm~nt and is not 
primarily in the commercial intere~t of the requester."4 In the majority of its rulemakings, the 
IRS has refused to submit its rules to the White House Office of Infom1ation and Regulatory 
Affairs under Executive Order 12866 and to Congress under ihe Congressional Review Act on 
the theory that its rules are not "major rules." That asserted exemption denies the public the 
ability to scrutinize IRS rules as they move through the regulatory process. Uncovering the basis 
for the IRS's asserted exemption from the regulatory review applicable to most other agencies 
will increase the public's understanding of this issue, The IRS's asserted exemption has sparked 
increased debate in academia as well.5 The previous versions of the IRM relate to the operations 
or activities of government. 

CoA lnstit~te has both the intent and ability to make the results of t~is request available 
to a reasonably broad public audience through various media. Its staff has significant expertise 
in go,venu:nent oversight, investigative reporting, and federal public interest litigation. These 
professionals w ill analyze the information responsive to this request, use their editorial skills to 
tum raw materials into a distinct work, and share the reshlting analysis with·the public, whether 
through trye lnstitu!e 's regularly published· online newsletter, memoranda, reports, or press 
releases.6 In addition, as CoA Institute is a non-profit organization, as defined under Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, it has no commercial interest in this request. 

4 .5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii); 26 C.F.R. § 60 1. 702(f)(2)(i); see also Cause of Action v. Fed Trade Comm 'n, 
799. F.3d I 108, 1115~19 (D.C. Cir. 2015)(discussing proper application of public-interest fee waiver te;;t). 
5 Andy Grewal, Why.Doesn 'tthe IRS.Comply with the Congressional Review Act, YALE NOTICE & COMMENT 
BLOG, June 28, 20 16;· http://coainst.org/2bmowHH; Dan Heme!, Maybe the IRS Is Complying with the 
Congressional Revie\vActAfler All, YAlE NOTICE & COMMENT BLOG; June 30, 201'6, 
http://coainst.org/2b4hurg; Andy Grewal, More Thoughts on the IRS 's .Failure to Comply with the 
Congressional Review Act, YALE NOTICE & COMMENT BLOQ, Aug. )I, 20 16,'http://coainst.org/2aNDIRw; see 
also Amicus Br. ofCoA lnst., Florjda Bankers A~~s 'n !'· bep.'t o.(the Treasury, No. 15"969 (l,J.S; filed Feb. ·26, 
20 1.6), available at http://coalnst.org/2al.aPVH. 
6 See'a(so Cmi~e of Action, 799 F.3d at 1125-26 (holding that public interest advocacy organizations imiy 
partnerwith others to' disseminate their work). 
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Request To Be Classified as a Representative of the News Media 

For fee status purposes, Co A Institute also qualifies as a "representative of the news 
media" under FOIA. 7 As the D.C. Circuit recently held, the "representative of the news media" 
test is properly focused on the requestor, not the specific FOIA request at issue. 8 CoA Institute 
satisfies this test because it gathers information of potential interest to a segment of the public, 
uses its editorial skills to tum raw materials into a distinct work, and distributes that work to an 
audience.9 Although it is not required by the statute, CoA Institute gathers the information that it 
publishes from a variety of sources, including FOIA requests, whistleblowers/insiders, and 
scholarly works. It does not merely make raw information available to the public, but rather 
distributes distinct work products, including articles, blog posts, investigative reports, 
newsletters, press releases, and congressional testimony and statements for the record. 10 These 
distinct works are distributed to the public through various media, including the Institute's 
website, Twitter, and Facebook. CoA Institute also provides updates to subscribers via e-mail. 

The statutory definition of a "representative of the news media" contemplates that 
organizations such as CoA Institute, which electronically disseminate information and 
publications via "alternative media[,] shall be considered to be news-media entities." 11 In light 
of the foregoing, numerous federal agencies have appropriately recognized the Institute's news 
media status in connection with its FOIA requests. 12 

7 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II); 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(f)(3)(ii)(B). 
8 See Cause of Action, 799 F.3d at 1121. 
9 CoA Institute notes that the agency's definition of"representative of the news media" (26 C.F.R. § 
601.702(f)(3)(ii)(B)) is in conflict with the statutory defmition and controlling case law. The agency has 
improperly retained the outdated "organized and operated" standard that Congress abrogated when it provided 
a statutory definition in the OPEN Government Act of2007. See Cause of Action, 799 F.3d at 1125 
("Congress ... omitted the 'organized and operated' language when it enacted the statutory definition in 
2007 .... [Therefore,] there is no basis for adding an 'organized and operated' requirement to the statutory 
definition."). Under either definition, however, CoA Institute qualifies as a representative of the news media. 
10 See, e.g., Cause of Action Testifies Before Congress on Questionable White House Detail Program (May 19, 
2015), available at http://coainst.org/2aJ8UAA; COA INSTITUTE, 2015 GRADING THE GOVERNMENT REPORT 
CARD (Mar. 16, 20 15), available at http://coainst.org/2as088a; Cause of Action Launches Online Resource: 
ExecutiveBranchEarmarks.com (Sept. 8, 2014), available at http://coainst.org/2aJ8sm5; CoA INSTITUTE, 
GRADING THE GOVERNMENT: HOW THE WHITE HOUSE TARGETS DOCUMENT REQUESTERS (Mar. 18, 2014), 
available at http://coainst.org/2aFWxUZ; CoA INSTITUTE, GREENTECH AUTOMOTIVE: A VENTURE 
CAPITALIZED BY CRONYISM (Sept. 23, 2013), available at http://coainst.org/2apTwqP; CoA INSTITUTE, 
POLITICAL PROFITEERING: HOW FOREST CITY ENTERPRISES MAKES PRIVATE PROFITS AT THE EXPENSE OF 
AMERICAN TAXPAYERS PART I (Aug. 2, 20 13), available at http://coainst.org/2alh901. 
11 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)( 4)(A)(ii)(II). 
12 See, e.g., FOIA Request 1355038-000, Fed. Bureau of investigation, Dep't of Justice (Aug. 2, 2016;) FOIA 
Request CFPB-20 16-222-F, Consumer Fin. Prot. Bureau (Apr. 20, 20 16); FOIA Request 796939, Dep't of 
Labor (Mar. 7, 2016); FOIA Request 2015-HQF0-00691, Dep't of Homeland Sec. (Sept. 22, 2015); FOIA 
Request F-2015-12930, Dept. of State (Sept. 2, 2015); FOIA Request 14-401-F, Dep't ofEduc. (Aug. 13, 
2015); FOIA Request HQ-2015-01689-F, Dep't of Energy (Aug. 7, 2015); FOIA Request 2015-0SEC-04996-
F, Dep't of Agric. (Aug. 6, 2015); FOIA Request OS-2015-00419, Dep't of interior (Aug. 3, 2015); FOIA 
Request 15-05002, Sec. & Exch. Comm'n (July 23, 20 15); FOIA Request 145-FOI-13785, Dep't of Justice 
(Jun. 16, 2015); FOIA Request 2015-26, Fed. Energy Regulatory Comm'n (Feb. 13, 2015); FOIA Request 



Internal Revenue Service 
October 4, 20 16 
Pa~e.4 

Record Preservation Requirement· 

CoA Instit4te req1.1ests that the disclosure officer responsible for the processing of this 
request issue an immedia_t_e.hold on all recorcts responsive, or potentially rcsponsive1.to this 
request, so-as to p·revent their disposal -until suc;h .tim~ as a final.detet:tninaiion ha~ be~n issued on 
the request an9 ·any admi.ni strati've ren'ledies for,-appeal have .. been exhausted . lt .is unlawful for 
an age.ncy to destroy or dispose of any recor~ subject to a FOIA request. 13 

Record Production and Contact Information 

In an effort. to fac~litate document review, please provide<the responsive documents in 
electronic form in lieu ofa.papcr production .. IJa certain·portion of.responsive records-cail be 
produced fuore reai:lily,.'CoA.institute requests,that,those records.-be,produced . fir~t Qn9 the 
rem(lining records be pro~uced on a rolling basis as circumstances-permit. 

I I I I II about this request, please contact me at 
Thank you for your attention to thi_s matter. 

or 

HQ:2015-00248, Dep't of Energy (Nat' I Headquarters) (Dec. IS, 2014); FOIA Req uest F-2015~ 106, Fed. 
Commc' n Gomm' n (Dec. Ii , 2Q.I.4); FOIA Req·uest HQ-20 15-00245-F, Dep't·ofEnergy-(Dec. 4, 2014);.FOIA 
Request LR-7015-011:~· ~at' I t abor Relations Bd. (Dec .. I , 2014); FOIA Request 201500009E, i?"P.--1~~­
Bank (Nov, 21 ,-20 14); .F91A ~_!:,que~t.OS-20 1'5-00068, D~p 't oflnterior. (Office·of-Scc' y) (Nov. -20,'20 14): 
FOIA ·Request G0-14~307, Dep' ! of Energy (Nat' l Renewable Energy tab.) (Aug .. 28, ·20 ·14); FO!A Request 
DOC-OS-iOI4-00030.4, Dep't ofCommerce (Dec. 30, 2013); FOIA Requesri4F-036, Health Res. &·serv. 
Admin. (Dec. 6, 2013). 
13 See 36 C.F.R. § 1230.3(b) (" Unla\vful or accidental destruction (also called unauthorized dcstructi<:m) means 
... disposal of a record subject.to.a FOIA request, li tigation hold, or any other·hold requirement to.retain the 
recor9s .");:Gwmbers v. Dei' 't of lire lnterior,.568 E.3i:l'998, I 004-05 (D:C. Gir: 2009) ('' [A]n !,lgency is not 
shielded from l!ability, if it· ihtcntionally transfers or, destroys l!·docurne!11 aft~r it has been re~uested urider' the 
FOif\ or the;l'rivacy Act.''); Judicial Watch. Inc. v. Dep';1 of Commerce, -34 F:,Supp .. 2d 28_,-41-44 (I;). D.C. 
1998). 
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

Date: October 12, 2016 

To: CPU 

FAX TRANSMISSION 
Cover Sheet 

PAGE 1 OF 4 

~IRS 

Address/Organization: _IR_S _________________________ _ 

Fax Number: (877) 891-6035 Office Number: -----------------------
From: 

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service 

Fax Number: Office Number: ---------------------
Number of pages: ~ Including cover page 

Subject: Field Disclosure Work 

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient. you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is stricHy prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you. 

RECEI VED BY IRS- EEFAX 10/12/2016 1 : 49PM ( GMT-04:00) 
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400 S. Maple Avenue 
Suite 400 
~22046 

September 19, 2016 

FOIA Officer 
Department of Treasury 
Intemal Revenue Service 
stop 211 
23BS Chambl~ Tucker Road 
Chamblee, GA 30341 
(770) 234-4374 

FOJA REQUEST 
Fee benefit requested 
Fee waiver requested 
Expedited procealng requested 

Dear FOJA Officer : 

This Is a request for Information abo.ut a security Incident or episode Involving the IRS's Income verfflcatlon express 
service {IVES) •• v~(l principally to veri fy mortgage applicants' incomes -· which led the IRS to update the program's 
participant and third-party vetlflcatlon mnctards. IVES partiCipants are companies that contract directly with the lP.S t(S 

hen<11e taxpayer data requests from other companies, typically mortgag& lenders, referred to as clients. A few IVES 
participants are large mortgage lenders that request Income data directly. 

The IRS described a security incident or some kind and !"$Suiting updates to IVES In an external memo dated June 23, 

2016, viewable at this link rhttps://goo.gi/GD9Mk8l and excerpted below: 

The IRS is taking this immediate step out of an abundance of caution to protect taxpayer information as well 
as safeguard the vital IVES program. IVES has been a successful program for the government and the 
private sector since 2006, and participants have a strong track record. While the IRS has concerns about 
limited areas in the program, these center on suspicious activity and customer validation issues. At issue is 
whether alllVES participants ae·e always fully validating their clients, a situation we are currently 
investigating. ' 

The new protections in the IVES program reflect other steps being taken elsewhere in the tax systetn to 
strengthen authentication and prevent fraud, such as the collaborative effort underway in the Security 
Summit be~l\ the IRS, the states and the tax industry. 

[End of memo e><cefpt.] 

Those new protections entail more stringent reqvlrements to formally verify IVES partld pants end cll1111ts as well as the 
Identity of their employee5 who ar~ authorized to use IVES and view taxpayer data. 

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Jnforrmstlon Act, 5 U.S. C. § 552, I request access to and copies of dOCYment:s and 
records Including but not limited to the following : 

The records of interest should be dated on or after l4ay 1, 2016, but will most likely begin In ear1y June; 

The search for docvments should encompass v~trlatlons (singular and plural) of the phrases: " Income verification express 
service~, "tVESu, • tvEs log'', " IVES brudl·, " IVES partiCipant", and " IVES client"; 

Emalls and other commun ications to, from, or between IRS employetl$ regarding potential cr actual access or IVES by 11n 
unknown, unauthonted, or unverified Individual or entity, particularly around June 2016. These doeuments may Include 
descriptions of an lVES partiCipant not fully validating Its dlents; 

Emalls and other communications recetved or obtained by the IRS In which ~n IVES participant or ottler outside entity 
reported, suspicious activity on lVES or potential unauthorized access of the system; 

External notices such as Retum and Income VerificatiOn Services (RAlVS) Alerts regarding tl'le event or discovery of en 
ongoing situation as described above, or about the new verification and security $\tlndards for IVES participants and their 
clients, Documents should loclude: •MEMORANDUM 'TO PARllCIPANTS OF THE fRS INCOME VERIFICATION EXPRESS 

RECEI VED BY I RS-EEFAX 10/1 2 / 2016 1:49PM (GMT- 04: 00) 
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SERVICE (IVES)H dated June 23, 2016; 

The external notices to lVES partldpant:s may refer to various 2016 deadlines for new v.erlncatlon standards to be 
adOpted, including a July 1 a~adllne that was pushed bad: to July 15 as well as an August 7 deadline; 

Letters or notices sent to taxpeyers Indicating that their personal Information may have been compromised or that they 
should monitor their credit following suspicious activity on IVES; 

Briefing materials prepared for IRS executives Including Commissioner John Koskinen about the June 2016 IVES securtty 
Incident or episode; 

Invoices for lnformat1on security services provided by outside vendo~ to tha IRS ror IVES, such as penetration testing, 
endpoint detection and ~sponse, Incident detection and response, Intrusion prevention or detection systems, honey pots, 
and network monitoring; 

Reports prepared by third-party vendors or by t~ IRS, Treasury Department, or other aoenc1es' IT personnel and 
delivered to the IRS, descr1blng the lVfS S(l(;t,Jrlty lnddent or episode; and finally, 

Any transcript or recordll\9 of conference calls between IRS officials and l'JES partldpants, Including two c~lls about the 
new verification standards known to have occurred June 24 and 27, as well as emalls to or from lVfS participants 
dlseusslng such calls. 

I would like to receive the Information In OCR-compatible PDF flies (or ·· If appllc~b~ -· In a widely playable audio or 

video file format such as WAV or WMV) emailed to 

I would appreciate that you communicate with me by email ot tA:tlephone, rather than by mall. 

As a representative of the news media, I am only required tn pay for the direct cost of duplication after the fl~ 100 
pages. Through this request, l am gathering Information on potential unauthorl~ed "m~ to Individuals' pet$onal 
Information ·- potentially Including detailed financial Information, Social Security numbers, and home mailing addresses •• 
which Is or current' Interest to the public be1:ause millions of tall payers could have been affetteo by suspldous activity that 
the IRS has described. An executive of an JVES pEirtlclpant whom I lnteNiewed for a news story --excerpted beiQw -­
estimated that IVES annually processes approximately 25 million taxpayer record requeslli. This Information Is being 
sought on behalf ofTax AnalystS for dissemination to the general public. 

I am a tax edministratlon reporter for Tax Analysts, which has led me to cover the IRS as well as taxpayer privacy and 
Information security Issues, Identity theft, and fraud. I am primartly engaged In disseminating Information. News stories 
resulting f'rom the InfOrmation requested would be freely accessible to the public. 

Please waive any applicable fees. Release of the information Is In the public Interest because It will contr1bvte significantly 
to public understanding or government operations and activities. To wit, public understanding of IVE!S, a highly technlal 
IRS program Integral to the mortgage lending lndust(V that generally operates outside of public: view. It would also $hed 
light on inFormation security threats the IRS faces and the agency's abil ity and success addressing those threats. Even If 
the susplelovs activity on IVES that the IRS rf!POrtltd In lune did not rt~Sult in data loss, the public would benefit ti-om 
lrtrormatlon ~bout their data's ~curlty, as well as the nature of the threats targetll'lg lVES. 

If my request Is denied In whole or part, I ask that you justify all deletions by referance to speclnc exemptions or the act. 
I will also expect you to release all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. l reserve the right to appeel your 
declston to withhold any Information or to deny a fee waiver. '(Jx Analysts is comm1tte<1 ro open government aM will 
pursue tbls fJICO rdS teQUest through litigation If other ayenyes rail. 

Please provide e><pedlted processing of this request. The subject of the request Is a matter of current exlgeney to tht 
American public, which has a great Interest In I!OSUr1ng the securfty or Its private rnrorTTU~tlon and in reaming about 
challenges the IRS faces secuHng Its personal data. IRS data SeoJrlty Issues have been the subject of extensive news 

coverage In recent waeks by media organi'Zatlons Including Ta>< Notes rbttps: {/goo.gi/88Ckl Rl. Aecountlng Today 

[https: l{goo.gi/09CyVB], Federal News Radio [bttps :1/goo.gj/cHDDGg], The washington Post 

(https://goo.gl/FyOHeCJ, and FedScoop rbt.tps: 1/goo.gi/XogxtU); and examined In various TIGTA 

Reports rhttps ://goo.gi/OLSzas, bttps: //goo.gi/QPPOE3J. However, Tax Nota Is the only news outlets 
ttlat has coval"f!d the recent changes to IVES In detail, liiUStl1!tlng a need for greeter publk: lnrormatlon ~m<l awareness. 

The public hall an urgent need for Information about the suspicious actiVIty reported by the IRS on Its IVES system 
because If personal Information was compromised or made vulnerable, taxpayers may face Imminent risk of Identity theft: 
or otller harm related to their privacy and digital security. 

And there Is evidence th11t taxpayer lnrormatio" was at serious risk. Below are excerptS of a flews story I wrote, published 
by Tax Analysts on July 1, 2016, Illustrat ing the gr6vtty or the matter In Question (italics af;f~ for emphasis); 

Some New Requirements for Income Verification System 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/12/20 16 1:49PM (GMT-04:00) 
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c The IRS confirmed June 30 that it is delaying until July 15 a major deadline for new security requirements to 
verify requests for taxpayer infonnation via tho income verification express service (fYBS), following 
feedback from the companies that participate in IVBS. 

,, 

•: 

.. 

IVES is used by the lending industry to verify loan applicants' income. Participants deal directly with the 
IRS through IVES, fielding requests for taxpayer transcripts from clients such as mortgage originators and 
banks making loans. 

In a written statement to Tax Analysts, the IRS said it had "heard the concerns being raised about the initial 
timefrarnes set for our IVES partners to verify their clients, and (appreciates l their feedback, M adding that it 
had extended the key deadline from July 1 to July l5. 

The IRS in a June 23 memorandum detailed new security requirements to verify requests for taxpayer 
information via IVES. The IRS announced (J. the updates the same dayt saying it was responding to 
suspicious activity it had detected within the system. (Prior coverage C) .. ) 

The memo had required IVES participants to comply with Vafious verification requirements by three 
deadlines: Immediately, July 1, and August 7. The IRS then pushed the original July 1 deadline to July 1 S for 
lVES particjpants to reverifY all of their clients using new procedures. 

Senior executives from an IVES participant told Tax Analysts that the IRS revised the July l deadline to July 
I S in an alet1 sent to all IVES participants the afternoon of June 29. That notice followed two IRS phone 
calls with IVES participants Jone 24 and 27 to explain the changes, during which the private stakeholders 
expressed concem about the IRS's timeline, tho executives said. 

In both conference calls) the IRS alluded to a strong reason that the new ver(jicalion requiremenJs had to be 
implemented quicklyt though it did not elaborate, the executives said. 

[End of story excerpt. ] 

Members of the public relv on the IRS to protect their most sensltlve tir~anclal ~nd personal Information, and should know 
what led the IRS to Increase security around IVES and If they are or ever were at risk, 

1 certify that my statements concernln9 the need for expedited processing are true and correct to tM best of mv 
knowledge ar~d belief. 

J look forward to your determination regarding my ~uest for expedited p~sslng wltl\ln 10 calendar days, as the 
statute requires. 

Thank you for your assist.tnce. 

Sincerely, 

RECEIVED BY IRS - EEFAX 10/12/2016 1 :49PM (GMT- 04:00) 



Fax: 877-807-92l5 

Mail: IRS FOIA Request 

HQFOIA 

Stop211 

PO BoK 621506 

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

RE: Request for Notification and Access 
Name; 

SSN: 

Address; 

Dear Madam or Sir: 

I hereby request, pursuant to the Privacy Act of 1974 and Freedom of Information Att, to receive any 

and all documents and records pertaining to my employment with the Internal Revenue Service, since 

November 24, 2008. 

This request includes but is not limited to records pertaining to: 

1. Employee complaints initiated by me or of which I was the subject; 
2. Performance evafuation; 

3. Discipline or conduct; 

4. Grievances and appeals of any grievances initiated by me; 

5. Promotion and non-promotion; and 

6. Selection and non-selection for any position for which I applied or submitted a 

"statement of interest." 

I have attached a copy of my District of Columbia driver license to establish my Identity. 

I request copies of all such records and 1 hereby agree to pay the fee for copying records, if such fee is 

ant icipated to be for $2.5.00 or more. 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/14/2016 2:06PM ( GMT-05: 00) 
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FOIA REQUEST 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 

Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a 11 representative of 

the news media. 11 I am a freelance television producer often working on 

documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured 

throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as 

well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 

john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal 

mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all emails sent 

to and from the Congressional Relations I Legislative Relations liaison officer of 

your agency, which contain the word, 11CLINTON. 11 You can include only records 

accessible with an electronic search, from the dates of January 1, 2015 to the date 

of processing this request. 

To the best of my knowledge, your current liaison officer in this office, would be: 

Leonard Oursler National Director for Legislative Affairs 

Internal Revenue Service 

U.S. Department of the Treasury 

1111 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room 3241 

Washington, DC 20224 

Tel: (202) 317-6985 

Fax: (202) 317-4250 

Email: ieonard.t.oursier@irs.gov 

I ask that if my information is incorrect, you include the current person who holds 

this position. 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/17/2016 7:58PM (GMT-04:00) 
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I please ask that you include all emails sent to and from this officer, which contain 

the above keyword. 

In addition, I please ask that the response to this request be expedited and all 

fees be waived. Being an election year, public interest in the topic of our 

Presidential candidates is at an all time high. I believe that this information, 

coupled with my unique situation of being able to disseminate the responsive 

records to the public, for free, would justify this request being expedited, and all 

fees being waived. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your 

response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

 

 

YOU CAN FAX RESPONSES AND DOCUMENTS TO: 1-818-659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/17/2016 7:58PM (GMT-04:00) 



IRS FOIA Rec1uesr 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 62 1506 
Atlan111. GA 30362-3006 

Octob~_r II , 20 16 

To Whom 11 May Concern : 

INT'ERNAL REV 
DATA s:~~~~ERVICE 

ocr 18 20t6 

Centralized Processing U rA 
Auanta, GA nqj 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Ac1. I hereby request the following records: 

Copies of all requests submirted to rht\ Internal Revenu~ Service under 26 U.S. Code § 61 OJ (g), a law which allows 
the siu it)g P.rt:sident of the lh:J.i_red Smtes l".O;Obt!)_in a cq,py c;d: ~ny t<txpayer's-rax rC-Ittrns. Tl:..is. request speci tically 
targets the '·w~·i tten re.qucs!l s I.'' as· required by 26 ·u.S. Cnclt;. § 61 O:>,.(.·g"). that the f>rtsidenr must submit 10 the I.R.S. 
10 nCCJU ire a particular htxpayer·s returns. -l'' leas<! li·•:nit..tl'li!i hl~-~~~~ IQ. recos:~l~ dattd between January 20, 2CJQ I and 
.htnuaty 20. 2017. 

for reference. 26 U.S. Code § 61U3 (g) is described here: httr.s://www. law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26/61 OJ#g 

Please note: This l'equest is being submitted under t·he- provi'sions ofthe Freedom oflnfor.marion Act only. I am not 
submilting this request under the prOvisions of the Privacy Act, nnd do not possess a Priva<:y Act waiver by any 
indiVIdual rhat may be al'lcctecl by records thai could potentially fil ii under the scope of this request. Accordingly. I 
HSk that tilt~ l titl!rnal Revenue Servi~:e ~~greg<m;, withhold and/or t:edact ·ilny rcc.ords whoso: rel'eas{: wmslel n::quir(~ a 
Pt'ivai:'y A.l?l Waiver. 

The requested d·ocumerus wi ll b~ made avai lable to the general public. and this request is not being made for 
commerci<JI purposes. 

In the event thar there are fees. I would be grateful if you would inform me of the total charges in advance or 
fultilling.nly request. I would pref'er rhe request tilled electronically, by e-mail anachmen1 il'avhiliib'le or CD-ROM 
i r not. . , : . . . . . :· 1: " 

Thank you in advance for your anticipati:'d cooperation in tlris lll<~tter. I 10t1k .foi:h<ard tO'recoi v·inQ/y6ul'·response to·. 
this request within 20 business dAys, as the stature req11ircs. .. :·)-::_;• .. ~: 

Sincerely, . •• '. 1) 11 ' . ~: : ·-~ l : I ,, 

~a:f~ 
.· """.c:. . ·. :~ ' . . - . . • . . . : .~ · 
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l. t · ·' t. 
·, ' .r•.lc, 

• 0 ~f· 'if 
Fikd\;iCJ.Mlick-~o:ck~com, , • :·: .. · . .·• 
E-ma,il(Pr~ferred): 2853'5-27815(~88@requests.muckr;ock.eom 

. I 
.' . , .I->~ ; •; 

... 
.. · .·i • • 

For.:m<iilecl.r:esp.ons.e?;"J?It;ase ,<1.99n~ss (;>~e i1qfe): ,Jit;1,1 .'HI -11 ,1, , .•• _. 1<.1. iv ~ 
M.uckRock : · 

':j , \!..·:! 1· :",:i.w ~"hfi , .. , u·) ~ ~.u~"Hrr 

• .. -t ~ · ·. ~. -." ~~:r~"ri_: . ,~. r,;dlhVJ:!:i! t ~!.it'It!~· .:··: 
PEPT rv1R 28535 
4 II .A ~ High land Ave 
Som~rville . MA 0~ 144-2YI6 

PLEASE NO:il~.: Tl]is· request i;; . t~ot. tiled by a MuckRock staff member, but is being senuhrough M.uckRo.ck by the 
abov~ .in order to better track, sha:re, and mana~e publi'c reconf:; requ ~sts. klsq note. \hat iinpFoperly <lci&essecl (i.e., 
with the requester's name rather than "Muck Rock News" and the clepartmenl number) requests m.i~lit be retlj[t.lecl as 
tmdeli'verable. 
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FOIA REQUEST 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Act 5 U.S. C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative of the 
news media." I am a freelance television producer often working on documentaries 
related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured throughout major news 

organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as well. Examples can be given, if 
needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 
john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal mail. 
Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all e-mails within 
your FOIA Office (please include all pertinent email address and personnel in the FOIA 
office) which contain the following keyword: 

GREEN EWALD 

I please ask that you do not include and can omit, any and all e-mails sent to and from 
my address, john@greenewald.com. Please just include e-mails that were NOT sent to 

me already. 

You can limit my search to records from the last 5 years from the date of processing this 
request. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

 
 

YOU CAN FAX RESPONSES AND DOCUMENTS TO: 1-818-659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/19/2016 2:31AM (GMT-04:00) 
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FOIA REQUEST 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 

Information Act 5 U.S.C. 5 552. My FOIA requester status as a 11 representative of 

the news media!' I am a freelance television producer often working on 

documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured 

throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as 

well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 

john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal 

mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of the Mandatory 

Declassification Review (MDR) case log for your agency, for calendar years 2013, 

2014 and 2015. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your 

response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

 

 

FAX 1-818-659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/20/2016 11 :05AM (GMT-05:00) 



October 20, 20 16 

Via FedEx 

Internal Revenue Service 
FOIA Requests 

lffi'ERNAL REYENUE SERVICE 
0818 Service 

OCT 212016 
Centralized Processing Unit 

Atlanta,GA 

Headquarters Disclosure Office 
4800 Buford Highway - Stop 93 - A 
Chamblee, GA 3990~-0093 

Re:. Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This .is a request under the -Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §.552. This office · 
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public inte~st group and on behalf of my client 
we are seeking the following docu.rnents.: 

. . 

1.) ·Copies of any dat~ reports or internal memorandums reflecting the insider threat posed by IRS 
employees abusing their access to Federal tax information and then disclosing it to others or 4sing 
the tax data themselves to corinn.it identity theft refund fraud .for .the yeats 2012, 20.13,.20.i 4, 20 15·,' 
and 2016. · 

2.) . Copies of any data, reports or jll~ernal mem.orandums reflecting the number ofiRS employees 
accessing Federal tax information:and then disclosing it to others or using the tax data themselves 
to commit identity theft refund fraud for the years 2012,2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

. . . ' t~· . . 
3.) Copies of any data, reports or· internal memoranclurns reflecting the number of internal 
investigations ofiRS employees acqessing Federal tax information aQd then disclosing it to others 
or using the tax data themselves to commit identity theft refund fraud for the years 2012, 2013, 
2014,2015, and 2016. 

4.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers 
affected by IRS employees accessing Federal tax .information and then disclosing it to others or 
using the tax data themselves to commit identity. theft refund fraud for the years 2012, 2013; 2014, 
2015, and 2016. 

5.) Copies of any data, reports or internal mem~randums reflecting the number of taxpayers 
affected by IRS employees committing identity tl_left refund fraud for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, and 2016. 

.· 
.... ' 



6.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the amount of money lost by 
the IRS to IRS employees committing identity theft refund fraud for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, and 2016., 

7 .) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the amount of money stolen 
by IRS employees committing identity theft refund fraud for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 
and 2016. 

8.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of investigations 
conducted by the IRS into allegations of IRS, employees committmg identity theft refund fraud for 
the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

9.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of prosecutions of 
IRS employees committing identity theft refund fraud for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 
2016. 

10.) Copies ofany data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of convictions of 
IRS employees committing identity theft refund fraud for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 
2016. . 

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under 
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such 
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt 
material under FOlA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all 
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and 
conspicuously indicated. 

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to 
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s) 
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not 
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess 
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I 
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have 
possession, custody or control ofsuch documents or to which any such documents might otherwise 
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents· believed to be in the 
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or 
individual. 

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to this request. If you anticipate that the 
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being advised thereof in advance of the 
assembly of those records and th~ estimated charge in excess of$500, if any, for doing so. If the 
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For 
Efficient Goverrunent. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should' 
know that I am an "Other" Requester seeking information for non-comniercial or personal use. 
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I request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within 
ten (1 0) days of the submission of this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the 
initial ten (1 0) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested 
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to -the 
IRS. 

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to: 

As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver's I icense. 

Request for Expedited Processing 

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing 
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13.8.4 
Expedited Response, (08-14-20 13). The infoimatiqn being sought is urgently needed by my client 
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating 
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity. 

CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/hom~/. On its website CFEG provides information 
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG's mission 

3 

is· to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. · 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Tr~uryby educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
t reasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 



which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/rnission-Statement/ (last 
accessed October 20, 20 16) (emphasis. added). 

CFEG is engaged in reporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government. 
The requested information wili enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the 
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

Waiver of Fees Requested 

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states: 

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the 
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public 
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest ofthe requestor. 

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision 'was added to FOIA 'in an attempt to prevent 
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain typeS of requesters and requests' 
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes, 
nonprofit public interest groups.'' Better Gov't Ass'n v. Dep't of State, 780 F. 2d 86,93-94 (D.C. 
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver Tequests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommerCial 
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotii, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312 
(D.C. Cir. 2003). 

The factors identified in 26 C.F .R. § 601. 702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the 
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service's operations 
or activities, (b) information whichwill contribute to an understanding ofthe agency's operations 
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public's understanding of 
the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly 
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the 
public's understanding of the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (the information 
is not already available to the general public). 

II(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will 
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government 

This FOIA requests records pertaining to IRS employees committing identity theft refund fraud 
for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. The requested information will enable CFEG to 
obtain information which will better infonn the public concerning actual or alleged Federal 
Government activity. 

4 



The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public's 
understanding of the IRS's operations and activities with respect to IRS employees committing 
identity theft refund fraud for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

II(B). Disclosure ofthe Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters; 
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge 

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS. 

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed 
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to IRS employees committing identity theft refund 
fraud for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows: 

5 

1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient 
Government ("CFEG"), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG's mission 

is to seekand explore ways in which the Governmentcan 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government l~_sses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, neglige_nce, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www .cfegov .org!home/missiort-statement/ (last 
accessed October 20, 20 16) (emphasis added). 

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing 
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes 
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of 
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been 
victimized can seek ~elp. 



CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of 
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and 
require the IRS to commit the necess~ resources to effectively combat this probiem. 
CFEG's website also has resource~ to help the public contact their elected officials to 
share their views on these issues: The.requested records will lead to information which 
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to IRS employees committing 
identity theft refund fraud .for the years 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase 
the public's understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be 
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG's 
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with 
ability to access the internet. They wiU be especially likely to be found by individuals 
interested in ensuring governmental transl?arency and efficiency. 

My client also intends to lookfor additional ways to offer the information to the public. at no cost. 
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating 
government waste~ They do not stand to ga:in any conimercial benefit as a result of the 
dissemination of these materials. 

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any 
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

I look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee an<:! proceed with 
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to 
advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any 

. . 
further questionS regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you. 

-Enclosure 
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Via Certified Mail 

(j)CAUSE 
~,of ACTION 
INSTITUTE 

Advocotea for Goverll.Dieot Acc:OWitability 

A SOl(c)(J) Nonprofit Corporation 

October 20, 2016 

lRS FO lA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 

ltn£RNA\. REVENUE SERVICE 
Data Se!VICG 

PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

Ryan Law, 
Director, FOIA and Transparency 
Treasury Departmental Offices FOIA 
1500 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20220 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Reguest 

OCT 2520\6 
oenuanzeo p~ng lJnft 

Allanta,GA 

Dear Internal Revenue Service and Treasury Departmental Offices: 

I write on behalf of Cause of Action Institute ("Co A Institute"), a nonprofit strategic 
oversight group committed to ensuring government decision-making is open, honest, and fair. 1 

In carrying out its mission, CoA Institute uses various investigative and legal tools to educate the 
public about the importance of government transparency and accountability. 

We are examining the Internal Revenue Service ("IRS") assertion that most of its rules 
are exempt from Executive Order 128662 and the Congressional Review Act3 because they do 
not meet the definition of"major rule." In response to a previous Freedom oflnfonnation Act 
("FOIA ") request on this issue, the IRS directed Co A Institute to a pair of communications 
between the Department of the Treasury ("Treasury") and the White House Office of 

1 See CAUSE OF ACTION INST., Abolll, www.causeofaction.org/about/. 
2 Executive Order 12866 requires most Executive Branch agencies to, inter alia, submit their proposed major 
rulemakings to the White House Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs for pre-publication review. See 
Executive Order 12,866 (Sept. 30, I 993), 58 Fed. Reg. 51,735, available at http://l .usa.gov/28YTNQt. 
3 The Congressional Review Act provides fast-track procedures to expedite congressional review of major 
agency rulemakings. See Subtitle E ("Congressional Review'') of the Small Business Regulatory Enforcement 
Faimess Act of 1996, Title II of the Contract with America Advancement Act of 1996, Pub. L. 104-1 21, 101 
Stat. 847 at868-874 (codified at 5 U.S.C. §§ 801-808); see also RICHARDS. BETH, CONG. RESEARCH SERV., 
RL31160, DISAPPROVAL OF REGULATIONS BY CONGRESS: PROCEDURE UNDER THE CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW 
ACT (200 1). 

1875 Eye St, NW 
Suite 8oo 

Washington, DC 20006 

·-. 

------ --- --·---- ·--------- --- . --·----------· - --------



Internal Revenue Service and Treasury Departmental Offices 
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Management and Budget ("OMB") that exempt IRS rules from OMB review if those rules "are 
not reviewed or subject to approval by an Assistant Secretary prior to issuance(.)"4 

Pursuant to the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, CoA Institute requests access to the following 
records:5 

1. All records that establish or explain the Treasury and/or [RS policy for when a rule is 
required to be reviewed or is subject to the approval .of an Assistant Secretary prior to 
issuance: :.:1N,~ ·.::.: . __ _ 

. : ... · ~ . · ':~ ; _:-.. ' .. ~· ~ rt •,· •.• ;l f·l 

2. All prior fmal versions of any record responsive to Item 1 of this request. . .. . .. 
The time period for .this s~arch is 1983 to the present. 6 . 

. •. ;,,: ··:l. ... · __ · -:r . · ~,~ <·:· .... . 
£~. • .. ... .. . 

Request for a Public Interest Fee Waiver 

CoA Institute requests a waiver of any and all applicable fees. FOIA, and applicable 
regulations, provide that the agency shall furnish requested records without or at reduced charge 
if "disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute 
significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not 
primarily in the commercial interest of the requester."7 In the majority of its rulemakings, the 
IRS has refused to submit its rules to the White House Office of Information and Regulatory 
Affairs under Executive Order 12866 and to Congress under the Congressional Review Act on 
the theory that its rules are not " major rules." That asserted exemption denies the public the 
ability to scrutinize IRS rules as they move through the regulatory process. Uncovering the basis 
for the IRS's asserted exemption from the regulatory review applicable to most other agencies 
will increase the public's understand ing of this issue. The IRS's asserted exemption has sparked 
increased debate in academia as well.8 The standards for when a rule is subject to approval of an 
Assistant Secretary prior to issuance relates to the operations or activities of government. 

4 Ex. l at l , 7. 
5 The term " record" means the entirety of the record any portion of which contains responsive information. 
See Am. Immigration Lawyers A~s 'n v. Exec. Office f or Immigration Review, 830 F.3d 667,677- 78 (D.C. Cir. 
2016) (admonishing agency for withhold ing information as "non-responsive" because "nothing in the statute 
suggests that the agency may parse a responsive record to reda~t specific information within it even if none of 
the statutory exemptions shields that information from disclosure"). 
6 for purposes of this request. the term "present" should be construed as the date on which the agency begins 
its search for responsive records. See Pub. Citizen v. Dep 't of State, 276 F.3d 634 (D.C. Cir. 2002). 
7 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii); 26 C.F.R. § 601 .702(t)(2)(i); see also Cause of Action v. Fed. Trade Comm 'n, 
799 F.3d 1108, 1115-19 (D.C. Cir. 2015) (discussing proper application of public-interest fee waiver test). 
8 See Andy Grewal, Why Doesn 'tthe IRS Comply with the Congressional Review Act, YALE NOTICE & 
COMMENT BLOG, June 28, 2016, http://coainst.org/2bmowHH; Dan Hemel, Maybe the IRS Is Complying with 
the Congressional Review Act After All, YALE NOTICE & COMMENT BLOG, June 30, 2016, 
http://coainst.org/2b4hurg; Andy Grewal, More Thoughts on the IRS's failure to Comply with the 
Congressional Review Act, YALE NOTICE & COMMENT BLOG, Aug. ll , 20 16, http://coainst.org/2aNDlRw; see 
also Amicus Br. ofCoA lnst., Florida Bankers Ass 'n v. Dep't of the Treasury, No. 15-969 (U.S. filed Feb. 26, 
20 16), available at http://coainst.org/2alaPVH. 

.. 



I 
Internal Revenue Service and Treasury Departmental Offices 
October 20, 2016 
Page 3 

Co A Institute has both the intent and ability to make the results of this request available 
to a reasonably broad public audience through various media. Its staff has significant expertise 
in government oversight, investigative reporting, and federal public interest litigation. These 
professionals will analyze the information responsive to this request, use their editorial skills to 
tum raw materials into a distinct work, and share the resulting analysis with the public, whether 
through the Institute's regularly published online newsletter, memoranda, reports, or press 
releases.9 In addition, as CoA Institute is a non-profit organization, as defined under Section 
501 ( c )(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, it has no commercial interest in this request. 

Request To Be Classified as a Representative of the News Media 

For fee status purposes, CoA Institute also qualifies as a "representative of the news 
. media" under FOIA. 10 As the D.C. Circuit recently held, the "representative ofthe news media" 

test is properly focused on the requestor, not the specific FOIA request at issue. 11 CoA Institute 
satisfies this test because it gathers information of potential interest to a segment of the public, 
uses its editorial skills to tum raw materials into a distinct work, and distributes that work to an 
audience. 12 Although it is not required by the statute, CoA Institute gathers the information that 
it publishes from a variety of sources, including FOIA requests, whistleblowers/insiders, and 
scholarly works. It does not merely make raw information available to the public, but rather 
distributes distinct work products, including articles, blog posts, investigative reports, 
newsletters, press releases, and congressional testimony and statements for the record. 13 These 
distinct works are distributed to the public through various media, including the Institute's 
website, Twitter, and Facebook. CoA Institute also provides updates to subscribers via e-mail. 

The statutory definition of a "representative of the news media" contemplates that 
organizations such as CoA Institute, which electronically disseminate information and 

9 See also Cause of Action, 799 F.3d at 1125-26 (holding that public interest advocacy organizations may 
partner with others to disseminate their work). 
10 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(Il); 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(t)(3)(ii)(B). 
11 See Cause of Action, 799 F. 3d at 1121. 
12 CoA Institute notes that the agency's definition of"representative of the news media" (26 C.F.R. § 
60l.702(t)(3)(ii)(B)) is in conflict with the statutory definition and controlling case law. The agency has 
improperly retained the outdated "organized and operated" standard that Congress abrogated when it provided 

·a statutory definition in the OPEN Government Act of2007. See Cause of Action, 799 F.3d at 1125 
("Congress ... omitted the 'organized and operated' language when it enacted the statutory definition in 
2007 .... [Therefore,] there is no basis for adding an 'organized and operated' requirement to the statutory 
definition."). Under either definition, however, Co A Institute qualifies as a representative of the news media. 
13 See, e.g., Cause of Action Testifies Before Congress on Questionable White House Detail Program (May 19, 
20 15), available at http://coainst.org/2aJ8UAA; CoA INSTITUTE, 2015 GRADING THE GOVERNMENT REPORT 
CARD (Mar. 16, 20 15), available at http://coainst.org/2as088a; Cause of Action Launches Online Resource: 
ExecutiveBranchEarmarks.com (Sept. 8, 2014), available at http://coainst.org/2aJ8sm5; CoA INSTITUTE, 
GRADING THE GOVERNMENT: HOW THE WHITE HOUSE TARGETS DOCUMENT REQUESTERS (Mar. 18, 2014), 
available at http://coainst.org/2aFWxUZ; CoA INSTITUTE, GREENTECH AUTOMOTIVE: A VENTURE 
CAPITALIZED BY CRONYISM (Sept. 23, 2013), available at http://coainst.org/2apTwqP; COA INSTITUTE, 
POLITICAL PROFITEERING: HOW FOREST CITY ENTERPRISES MAKES PRIVATE PROFITS AT THE EXPENSE OF 
AMERICAN TAXPAYERS PART I (Aug. 2, 2013), available at http://coainst.org/2aJh901. 
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publications via "alternative media[,] shall be considered to be news-media entities."14 In light 
of the foregoing, numerous federal agencies have appropriate ly recognized the Institute's news 
media status in connection w ith its FOIA reques ts.15 

Record Preservation Requirement 

CoA Ins titute requests that the disclosure officer respons ible for the processing ofth.is 
request issue an immediate hold on all records responsive, or potentially responsive, to this 
request, so as to prevent their disposal until such time as a final detennination has been issued on 
the request and any adminis trative remedies for appeal have b een exhausted. It is unlawful for 
an agency to destroy or dispose of any record subject to a FOIA request. 16 

Record Production and Contact Information 

In an effort to facilitate document review, please provide the respons ive documents in 
electronic form in lieu ofa paper production. If a certain portion of responsive records can be 
produced more readily, CoA Institute requests that those reco rds be produced first and the 
remaining records be produced on a rolling basis as circumstances p ermit. 

14 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II). 

about this request, please conta<::t m e at 
Thank you for your attention to this matte r. 

or 

15 See, e.g., FOIA Request 1355038-000, Fed. Bureau of Lnvestigation, Dep't of Justice (Aug. 2, 2016;) FOIA 
Request CFPB-20 16-222-F, Consumer Fin. Prot. Bureau (Apr. 20, 20 16); FOIA Request 796939, Dep't of 
Labor (Mar. 7, 2016); FOIA Request 2015-HQF0-0069 1, Dep't of Homeland Sec. (Sept. 22, 2015); FO!A 
Request F-20 15-1 2930, Dept. of State (Sept. 2, 2015); FOIA Request 14-40 1-F, Dep't of Educ. (Aug. 13, 
2015); FOIA Request HQ-2015-01689-F, Dep' t of Energy (Aug. 7, 2015); FOlA Request 2015-0SEC-04996-
F, Dep't of Agric. (Aug. 6, 20 15); FOIA Request 15-05002, Sec. & Exch. Comm'n (July 23, 2015); FOIA 
Request 145-FOI-13785, Dep't of Justice (Jun. 16, 20 15); FOIA Request 2015-26, Fed. Energy Regulatory 
Comm'n (Feb. 13, 20 15); FO!A Request HQ-2015-00248, Dep't of Energy (Nat'! Headquarters) (Dec. 15, 
2014); FOIA Request F-2015-106, Fed. Commc'n Comm' n.(Dec. 12, 2014); FOIA Request HQ-2015-00245-
F, Dep't of Energy (Dec. 4, 2014); FOIA Request LR-2015-0115, Nat' I Labor Relations Bd. (Dec. I, 2014); 
FOIA Request201500009F, Exp.-Imp.·Bank (Nov. 21, 2014); FOIA Request OS-2015-00068, Dep't of 
Interior (Office of Sec'y) (Nov. 20, 20 14); FOIA Request G0-14-307, Dep' t of Energy (Nat' l Renewable 
Energy Lab.) {Aug. 28, 20 14); FOIA Request DOC-OS-2014-000304, Dep't of Commerce (Dec. 30, 2013); 
FOIA Request 14F-036, Health Res. & Serv. Admin. (Dec. 6, 2013). 
16 See 36 C.F.R. § 1230.3(b) ("Unlawful or accidental destruction (also called unauthorized destruction) means 
. . . disposal of a record subject to a FOIA request, litigation hold, or any other hold requirement to retain the 
records."); Chambers v. Dep 't of the Interior, 568 F.3d 998, 1004-05 (D.C. Cir. 2009) ("[A]n agency is not 
shielded from liability if it intentionally transfers or destroys a document after it has been requested under the 
FOIA or the Privacy Act."); Judicial Watch. Inc. v. Dep 't of Commerce, 34 F. Supp. 2d 28, 41 -44 (D.D.C. 
1998). 
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I. General 

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

TREASURY AND OMB IMPLEMENTATION OF 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 12291 

Treasury economists will be responsible for: 

(a) Identifying economic issues in Tieasury regulations. 
(b) Preparing Regulatory Impact Analyses, when required. 

II. Regulations 

Internal Revenue Service 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
u.s. Customs Service 

(a) (1) The review procedures of the Executive order are 
waived with respect to all regulations except 
legislative regulations that are •major• as defined 
in the Executive order. 

(2) The proc~dures specified in section II(c) of this 
agreement do not apply to·major legislative regu­
lations, regulations defined in section l(a) (1}-(3) 
or subject to section 8 of the Executive order, 
advance notices of proposed rulemaking, regulations 

·which are not reviewed or subject to approval by an 
Assistant Secretary prior to issuance, regulations 
concerning the establishment or designation of 
geographical viticultural areas, and technical cor­
rections to previously published regulations. OMB 
may exempt additional regulations or classes of regu­
lations from these procedures. 

(b) Treasury will be responsible for alerting OMB to: 

(1) any major regulation for which Executive order review 
has been waived. 

(2) any non-major regulation that reasonably could be 
expected to have a sign~ficant economic impact. 

(c) Prior to publication of a regulation in the Federal 
Register, and at such times as Treasury may determine, 
Treasury will provide to the ~ppropriate OMB desk 
officer three (3) copies of a statement that: . 

' 
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(1 ) Identifies the title of the r egul a t i on; 

(2) Indi cates the stage of r ulemaking; 

(3) Briefly describei what the regulati on will require 
~nd identifies any s ignific ant poli c y change s 
pr oposed or resulting from th e regul ati on; _and 

(4) Indicates the basis for determining tha t the regu­
lation is not a major regulation or, in the ca s e of 
an interpretative regulati on, expl ai ns why the r eg­
ulation is considered interpr e tative . 

Trea s ury will not publish any regulation subject to this 
subsec tion until OMB review has been completed. OMB 
review will be deemed to be completed in 10 calendar 
days (or, if required with respect t o a specific reg~a­
tion, within such lesser · time as may be agreed by OMB 
and Treasury) unless, prior to such time, O~B advises 
Treas ury that either review has been completed or 
reques ts, pursuant to subsection II(d), to review the 
regula tion under the terms of the Executive Order • . 

(d) OMB reserves the right to review the economic impact of 
any regulation under the terms of the Executive order. 
Requests for such ievlew may be made orally, and shall 
be confirmed in writing by the Administrator -or Deputy 
Administrator for Information and Regulatory Affairs. 
Any review under the terms of the Executive order will 
be .deemed to be completed 10 calendar days from the date 
OMB received the materials required for review, unless 
prior to such time: 

(1) OMB orally notifies Treasury that review has been 
completed; or 

(2) OMB orally notifies Treasury that i t is extending 
review pursuant to section 3(£) of the Exec utive 
order. Any such notice shall be confirmed in writ­
ing by the Administrator or Deputy Administrator for 
Information and Regulatory Affairs. 

Treas ury will not publish any such regulation until OMB 
review has been compl eted under the terms of the 
Executive order. 

Bu r eau of Public Debt 

The review procedures of the Executive order are waived 
with respect to all circulars and regulations issued by 
the Bureau of Public Debt which implement, through the 
exercise of the general borrowing powe r, the fiscal 
policies of the United States. 

I 

J 
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Rulings 

Internal Revenue se·rv ice 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
u.s. Customs Service 

(a) The review procedures of the Executive order are waived 
with respect to revenue rulings, revenue procedures, 
customs decisions, legal determinations, and other 
similar ruling documents. · 

(b) Treasury will be responsible for alerting OMB to any 
ruling document that reasonably could be expected to 
have a significant economic impact, particularly 
rulings in which there is a . wide range of options with 
varying degrees of economic impact. 

(c) In accordance with the procedures of section II(d), OMB 
reserves the right to review the economic impact of a 
particular ruling under the terms of the Executive 
order. Treasury will not publish any such ruling until 
OMB revtew has been completed under the terms of the 
Executive order. 

IV. Effective Date 

These procedures will become effective 30 days after the 
date of this agreement, and will continue for one year or 
until 90 days after either OMB or Treasury notifies the 
other that the agreement Is terminated, . which ever date is 
later. The Memorandum of Agreement between OMB and 
Treasury, dated April 28, 1982,. shall continue in effect 
until the effective date of this agreement. 

r J. 
G eral 

Department of 

DATED: APR 2 & 1S83 

Administrator for Information 
and Regulatory Affairs 

I. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
WASHINGTON 

GENERAL COUNSEL November 4, 1993 

The Honorable Sally Katzen 
Administrator, Office of Information 

and Regulatory Affairs 
Executive Office of the President 
Office of Management and Budget 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Sally: 

The purpose of this letter is to restate my understanding, 
based on our previous conversations and your october 12 guidance 
memorandum, that E.O. 12866 does not apply to regulatory actions of 
the Department of the Treasury that were not subject to review under 
the terms of E.O. 12291 or the Treasury-OMS memorandum of-agreement 
(MOA) implementing that order. 

E.o. 12291 did not apply to agency regulations "issued with 
respect to a military or foreign affairs function of the United 
states." E.O. 12866 contains a parallel exemption, but specifically 
includes such regulations that involve the "import or export of non­
defense articles and services." It is my understanding that this 
limitation on the exemption is not intended .to apply to Treasury 
regulations that were not subject to E.o. 12291. Examples of such 
regulations include: 

• Regulations issued by the Office of Foreign Assets Control 
(OFAC) that implement the President's foreign policy by blocking 
assets and imposing economic sanctions on foreign countries. 
Current sanctions programs include Haiti, Iraq, Vietnam, Cuba, 
Iran, Libya, and Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) . 

• Regulations issued by the Secretary of the Treasury in his 
capacity as Chairma·n of the Cornmi ttee on Foreign Investment in 
the United States pursuant to the Defense Production Act of 1950 
(as amended by the omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988), providing for the national security review of mergers, 
acquisitions and takeovers of u.s. firms by foreign entities. 

• Regulations issued by the Assistant Secretary (Economic Policy) 
concerning the periodic reporting of portfolio capital positions 
and transactions pursuant to the International Investment and 
Trade in Services survey Act and the Bretton Woods -Agreements 
Act, and the reporting of foreign currency positions of large 
u.s. business enterprises and their foreign affiliates pursuant 
to section 5315 of title 31, United States Code. 
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e customs regulations restricting the importation of particular 
articles. For example, Customs issues regulations to restrict 
the importation of articles based on determinations made by the 
u.s. Information Agency (USIA) under the authority of the Con­
vention on Cultural Property Implementation Act. Recently, such 
regulations have restricted the importation of archaeological 
artifacts from Mali, El Salvador and Guatemala. 

The MOA exempted from E.O. 12291 review (1) all rulings 
documents issued by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (BATF), and the u.s. customs Service 
and (2) and specified regulations issued by those bureaus and the 
Bureau of the Public Debt (BPD). Appendix c of your October 12 guid­
ance memorandum, which lists regulations that are not subject to E.o. 
12866 review·, includes the ruling documents but omits the regulations 
included in the MOA. We believe this was an oversight and it is my 
understanding that th~ following continue to be exempt from review 
under E.O. 12866 on the basis of the statement in your memorandum 
that previously granted exemptions remain in effect: 

• BPD regulations that implement, through the exercise of the 
general borrowing power, the fiscal policies of the United 
States. 

• BATF regulations concerning the establishment or designation of 
geographical viticultural areas. 

• IRS, customs and BATF regulations that are not subject to the 
approval of an Assistant Secretary prior to issuance. For· 
example, customs issues regulations pursuant to certifications 
made by the State Department that grant vessels or aircraft of a 
foreign country reciprocal treatment in the United States when 
the foreign country provides the same treatment to U.S. vessels 
or aircraft; the IRS issues regulations amending the Statement 
of Procedural Rules, 26 CFR Part 601. 

• Advance notices of proposed rulemaking (ANPRMs) issued by IRS, 
Customs and BATF. In the past three years, BATF issued three 
ANPRMs and customs issued one, none of which contained proposed 
regulatory text; the IRS did not issue any ANPRMs during this 
period. 

We would be pleased to discuss any of the above referenced 
regulations with you or your staff. 

Hanson 
Counsel 
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ADMINIS"fRATOR 
O F FICE OF 

INFORioii\TION AND 
tlEGULATORY AFFAIRS 

Honorable Jean E. 
General counsel 
Department of the 
Room 300 
\'lashington, D.C. 

Dear Jean: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRE~IDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503 

Dt:C 22 ~ 

Hanson 

Treasury 

20220 

This is in response to your letter of November 4, 1993, 
which discussed the application of Executive Order No. 12866 to 
Treasury regulations. 

You are correct in stating our agreement that the new 
Executive Order does not apply to the substantive categories of 
regulatory actions of the Department of the Treasury that were 
not subject to review under Executive Order 12291 or the 
Treasury/OMS Memorandum of Agreement implementing that Order. 
Please note, however, that the new Executive Order does apply to 
advance notices of proposed rules (ANPRM's) unless an ANPRM falls 
within one of the substantive areas that we have agreed to 
exempt. 

In the enclosed document, we have outlined the substantive 
areas of regulation that we are prepared to add to the "exempt 
list 11 attached to our October 12 guidance memorandum. All other 
rules should be included on the lists of rules under development 
that is to be submitted periodically to OMB so that we can 
determine \'lhich are "significant" and hence \>/arrant centralized 
review. Simply stated, we are continuing the Treasury 
Department's current exemptions from regulatory review, except 
for ANPRM's. If the nature of Treasury's regulatory issues 
should change, we will consult with you to work out any necessary 
adjustments. 

I want to take this occasion to thank you again for the 
professional and expeditious way your staff has handled 
regulatory issues. I look fon1ard to \o/Orking with you as \·le 

implement the new·Executive Order. 

Sincerely, 

~en 
Enclosure 



ENCLOSURE 

Treasury Department Regulations Not subject to Review Under E.O. 
12866 as of November 1993 

o Regulations that implement a military and foreign affairs 
function of the United States, including: 

Regulations issued by the Office of Foreign Assets · 
Control (OFAC) that implement the President's foreign 
policy by blocking assets and imposing economic 
sanctions on foreign countries. 

Regulations i ·ssued by the Secretary of the Treasury in . 
his capacity as Chairman of the committee on Foreign 
Investment in the United States pursuant of the Defense 
Production Act of 1950 (as amended by the Omnibus Trade 
and Competitiveness Act of 1988), providing for the 
national security review of mergers, acquisitions and 
takeovers of u.s. firms by foreign entities. 

Regulations issued by the Assistant Secretary (Economic 
Policy) concerning the periodic reporting of portfolio 
capital positions and transactions pursuant to the 
International Investment and Trade in Services survey 
Act and the Bretton Woods Agreements Act, and the 
reporting of foreign currency positions of large U.S. 
business enterprises and their foreign affiliates 
pursuant to Section 5315 of title 31, United states 
Code. 

U. s. Customs Service (Customs) regulations restricting 
the importation of particular articles. 

o Bureau of Public Debt (BPD) regulations that implement, 
through the exercise of the general borrowing power, the 
fiscal policies of the United States. 

o Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) regulations 
concerning the establishment or designation of geographical 
viticultural areas. 

o Internal Revenue Service (IRS), Customs and BATF regulations 
that are not subject to the approval of an Assistant 
Secretary prior to issuance. 

o Rulings documents issued by the IRS, BATF, and Customs. 

I 

'I 
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FOIA REQUEST 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Act 5 U.S. C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative of the 
news media." I am a freelance television producer often working on documentaries 
related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured throughout major news 

organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as well. Examples can be given, if 
needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 
john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal mail. 
Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all e-mails within 
your FOIA Office (please include all pertinent email address and personnel in the FOIA 
office) which contain the following keyword: 

"Black Vault" 

And/or 

www .theblackva ult.com 

and/or 

theblackvault.com 

and/or 

www.blackvault.com 

and/or 

blackvault.com 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/19/2016 2:31AM (GMT-04:00) 
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I please ask that you do not include and can omit, any and all e-mails sent to and from 
my address, john@greenewald.com. Please just include e-m ails that were NOT sent to 
me already. 

You can limit my search to records from the last 5 years from the date of processing this 

request. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 
 

 

YOU CAN FAX RESPONSES AND DOCUMENTS TO: 1-818-659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/19/2016 2:31AM (GMT-04:00) 



(ALGF) To: FOIA Officer (IRS) (18778079215) 

Recipient Information: 
To: FOIA Officer (IRS) 
Fax# : 18778079215 
Subject: 

Sender Information: 
From: ALGF) 
Pages: 9 
Date: Oct 26, 2016 

Comments: 

Please see the attached FOIA request. 

If you didn't receive this fax in your email you 
need: 

13:53 10/26/16 GMT-04 P9 1-9 

FAX COVER SHEET 

Send and receive faxes through your 
email, online or smartphone. 

No paper, ink, or 2nd phone line required. 
Includes a real fax number ! 

Try it free fol' 30 days at myfax.com 

My Fax® is an award-winning Internet fax service that require.s no hardware or softvvare. Ail you need is Internet 
access, a MyFax account, and an email address. There is no contract to sign, no setup fees, and you can cancel 
anytime Try it FREE for 30 days - Keep it for only $10 per mont11 

Myfax does not tolerate fraud and abuse. If this fax is sparn, promotes illegal activity or is abusive, please email 
support@myfax.com. To have your fax number placed on a Do t\Jot Fax list, please calt 1-866-208-5903 

This fax was delive red by MyFax Free a no cost, send only version of the MyFax Internet Fax service. For more 
"perfect for small business" online services visit W1ftNJ.j2.com 

RECEIVED BY IRS - EEFAX 10/26/2016 1:57PM (GMT- 04:00) 
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AMERfCANS FOR LfMITED 

GOVERNMENT FOUNDATION 

13:53 10/26/16 GMT-04 P9 2-9 

·1 0332 M AIN STREET · No. 326 · F AIRFAX. VA 22030 · PHONE: 703.383.0880 · FAA: 703.383.5288 · WWW.GETLI8£Rn'.ORG 

October 26, 2016 

IRS FOIA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

Via fax to: 877.807.9215 

Re: Freedom of Infor.mation Act (FOJA) Request 

Deru· FOIA Officer: 

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 ct seq., I request on 
behalf of Americcms for Limited Government Foundation (ALGF) copies of the federal 
records described below. 

Please provide the following records: 

Copies of all records relating to daily schedules includin.g attendees nt meetings 
held by <uK.i attended by Nina E. Olson, National Taxpayer Advocate, for Fiscal 
Years 2015 and 2016. 

Procedure Rega.rding Records Exempt .from Disclosure 

The IRS should be reminded of the policy in favor of disclosure mandated by Presidenl 
Barack Obama on Jcmue::uy 26, 2009. President Obcuna instructed the executive 
departments e:md agencies to operate with a presumption tow;:u·ds disclosure. On this 
point the President stated as follows: 

A democracy requires acco1.m tability, and accountability requires 
transparency. As Justice Louis Brandeis 1vrote, "sw1-light is said to be the 
best of disinfectants." In our democracy, the Freedom of Infonnation Act 
(FOIA), which encourages accounlability through transparency, .is the 
most prominent expression of a profound national commitnwn.t to 
ensuring an open Government. At the heart of that comnlitment is th e 
idea. tha t accountability is in the interest of the Government and the 

RECEIVED BY IRS - EEFAX 10/26/2016 1: 57PM (GMT-04:00) 
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cilizenry alike. 

The Freedom of Infomtation Act should be administered with a clear 
presumption: In the face of doubt, opcru1css prevails. The Government 
should not keep infom1ation confidential merely because public officials 
might be t?mba rrassed by disclosure, because:. errors and failures might be 
revealed, or because of speculative or abslracl fears. Nondisclosure should 
never h ? basf'd on an effort to protect the personal intf' rf'sls of 
Government officials at the expense of those they are supposed lo serve. 
ln responding lo requests under the FOIA, executive bnmch agencies 
(agencies) should act promptly and in a spirit of coope ration, recog11izir1g 
that such agencies are servants of the public. 

Freedom of lnformalion Act, Memorandum for lhe Heads of Execu tive 
Depa.rlmcHLS a.nd Agencies, 74 Fed. Reg. 4,683 (January 26, 2009.) 

These instructions from the President were followed up by further instructions from 
Attorney GE>neral Eric Holder on March 19, 2009. The Attorney General s tated as 
follows: 

Firsl, an agency should not withhold information simply because il may 
do so lega lly. I s trongly encourage agencies to make discretionary 
disclos ures of information. An agency shou ld not withhold records 
mere! y because it can demonstrate, as a ted mical maller, lbal the records 
fall vvithin the scope of a FOIA exemption. 

Second, whem•ver <:m agency detennincs that it cmmot make full 
disclosure of a requested record, il must conside r whelher il can make 
partial d isc l.osure. Agencies should always be mindful that the FOIA 
reyuires th<m1 to take reasonable steps to segregate a nd release nonexempt 
information. Even if some parts of a record m.u st be withheld, o ther parts 
either may nol be covered by a statutory exemption, or may be covered 
onJy in a t~x]mical sense tmrelated to the actual impact of discl.osure. 

The Freedom of Information Act (FOIAt Attorney Gen eral Memorandum for 
Heads of ExecutiYe Departments and Agencies, March 19, 2009. 

Based on this policy I anticipate that no records will be withheld. In the event tha t 
records arc withheld I request to be provided with the following information: 

1. Reason each record is n ot being produced; 
2. Typ0 of record wi thheld; 
3. Subjecl maller of record vvithheld; and 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/26/2016 1: 57PM (GMT-04:00) 
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4. Dale, aull1or, and addressee, if applicable of the record. 

Reguest for Fee Waiver 

As cU1 inHial maller, it should be noted th.at "Congress intended lhalthe public interest 
standard be liberally construed and that fees not be used as <U1 obstacle to disclosure of 
requested information.'' ([mplwsi~ added.) [ udey 1'. Ce11 lralllllelligellce AgcJLcy, 478 
F.Supp. 1175 (D. D.C. 1979). (lntenzal citatioJLs omitted.) 

The records sought by ALGF in its FOIA request concern the operations or activities of 
the IRS bcc<xusc they relate solely to actions by governmental officials. The records 
received will be used to better the public's understanding of how the IRS' officers cu-e 
conducti.ng business on behalf of taxpayers. Also, disdosurt> of the information is not in 
the commercial in terest of the requester. As such the public eood that w ill occur in 
disclosing lh e inform.a lion sou gh t in t-md of itself w e igh s strongly i.J1 favor of a fee 

waiver. 

I. Public Interest Standard 

The FOIA at 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) provides the public interest s tandard that is to be 
used in detl?rmining whether a requestor has met the requirt>ments for a fee waiver. 
This sub cction provides for the fee waiver " if disclosure of the i.nfonnation is in the 
public inlcresl beca use it is likely to contribute signifinmlly lo public w1derslm1<iing of 
the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of th0 requester." As the U.S. Court of Appeals for lho Districl of Columbia 
Circuit analyzed, there are three criteria under the statute lhallhe disclosure of lhe 
records must sa tisfy in order for the fee waiver to apply. Cilllse ofAi'tion ( J. Fedeml Trade 
Conunis~ion, No. 13-2015 U.S. App. LEXIS 14934 (D.C. Cir. 2015). Tha t court sta ted the 
criteria as follows: 

(1.) shed light on "the operations or activities of the government"; 
(2.) be " likely to contribute significantly to public understanding" of those 

opera tions or activities; 

(3.) and not be "primarily in the con1mercial interest of the requester.'' 

As discussed below, the records sought by ALGF meet this standard. 

A. Records Sought By ALGF Will Shed Light on the Operations or 
Activities of the IRS 

Under this crilerion, the bar is low and one need only look lo the nature of lhe records 

requested and Ll1en detennine whether these records concern the operations or activities 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/26/2016 1 :57PM (GMT-04 :00 ) 
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of the government. In the instance case, the records sought by ALGF relate solely to the 
IRS' officials' ac tivities. No records sought relate to any purely private sector activity. 
As such, ALGF s FOIA request concerns the operations c.md activities of the govemment 
c.md disclosure of the records will shed light on these operations and activities. 

B. Reco.rds Sought By the ALGF are Likely To Contribute Significantly 
lo Public Understanding of Lhe IRSf Operations Or Activit ies 

The records sought by ALGF' s FOIA request have not previously been released to the 
public domain. The calendar entries in yuestion have not been made public. The reyuest 
specifically excludes all records Lhat have been n.::leased to the public. As such the public 
has little or no current understanding of them. 

The key factor to deterrnining wheth er disclosure of the records sought is likely to 
contribute to the public understan.ding of government operations or activities is 
vvhether these records are currently in the public domain. judicial Wtltch, Inc. 71. 

Department (!f Justice, 365 F.3d 1108 (D.C. Cir. 2004).1 Therefore c.my disclosure of the 
records sought will increase the public's understanding of how the IRS is performing 
business on behalf of U1e taxpayer. Upon receipt of the requested records ALGF ·will 
perfom1 extensive analysis of these records. vVe have m1 experienced research m.1d legal 
staff who will carefully scrutinize <my responsive records provided. After complet:i:ng 
our ~malysis A LGF vvill publish its fi.ndings using the media described below. 

ALGF regularly publishes infom1alion on the activities, structure1 <.md operations of the 
federal government. This infonmttion is distributed to a large number of diverse 
individuals across the entire nation. The records sought are of the type which ALGF 
regularly provides to the public through its publications, email <.md social media 
distributions1 and news website, netrightdaily.com. By way of example1 on a typical day 
our materials are published to over 100,000 individuals. Many of these 100,000 
individuals and their respective entities republish our materials which we provide free 
of charge and vvithout copyright restriction, allo"vvi.ng for wide dispersal of these 
materials. Addi.tio:nally, ALGF' s staff are frequent guests on national media outlets 
SJ:?eaking to hundreds of thous<mds of individuals a t a time regarding the activi ties of 
the federal government. As such, even though not .required in order lo obtain a fee 
waiver1 ALCF publishes its editorial content to a broad audience.l The records received 
from the IRS vvill be made part of unique editorial content, as further discussed below, 

lAs an aside, if the records sought were in the public domain then the present FOJA. request would be 
tuu<ecessary and would not have been filed as ALGF would simply use a public domain source to review 
the records which it seeks. 
2 As the D.C. Circuit has held, "The statute requires only that the disdostu·e be likely to conhibute 
significantly to 'public' understanding." Cnuse o{Action, S11pra, at 16. "To the contrary, we have held that 
'proof' of th~~ abili ty to d isseminate the released information to a broad cross-section of the public is not 
required." !d., quoting ]flrlicinl Watc:l1, luc. v. Dep't (~flustice, 365 F.3d 1108,1126 ID.C. Cir. 2004). 
Regardless, ALGF does regularly publish to a wide audience. 
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<:u1d dissemina ted through these d istribution chcuu1els. As such, the disclosure of the 
requested information will contribute to the public unders tanding of the operations and 
activities of the IRS. 

On the issue of whether the increase in public unders tcmding will be signifiomt, one 
court has observed, 'these two criteria [public understanding and s ignifie<-uKe are] 
fvHnY111fYt~rdrt~ ;l!t'lll!itc·7,~1u!!p~hJjFtt~l'!~ ·;tu-1-':~Jpfi:·,:,o'L,~::r .i:\)):\J'.u: ~ : 11~<#):1 .c.• .• '·· •······ · ··· · 

. 
ALGF has «m experienced research <md legal s taff who will carefully scrutinize any 
responsivf' renwds provided. ALGF will perfom1 analysis of the in formation fow.1d in 
these re o rds to better unders tand how the IRS is pcrfom1ing business on behalf of the 
taxpayer. SillLL' Lhc pubUc has little, if a11y, p resent w1Jer::>lcwuin g or knowledge of the 
records sought, at1Y furtb.er in fom1ation published v ia the me thods described above 
wi ll constitute a significant increase in the public unders tanding of these issues when 
cotnparcd with the level of public understandin.g curren tly exis ting. 

C. Disclosure of the Information Reques ted Is Not Primarily In the 
Commercial Interest of ALGF 

The two facto rs here consider whether th e requester has a commercial interest in the 
reyuest~d information and if so whether the magnitude o( the commercial interest, if 
<my,ls suffinently small in comparison to the public interest in disclosure. As discu ssed 
below, ALGF docs not have a commercial inte rest in the disclosure of the records, and 
as such should be g ranted a fee waiver. 

i. ALGF Does Not Have A Commerciallnterestln The Disclosure 
Of The Reg uested Documents 

The central focus o i the analysis in determining '.vhether the fee waiver is in the public 
intPn?st is whf'th l?r lhl? public ra thel' than the rPquPs tor is LhP p rimmy ben e ficiary of the 
release of the informa tion. "The stah.1te indicates that the issue to be cons idered by the 
agency is whether furnishin g the information will p rimarily benefi t the public at large 
or whether Gmy benefit will inure primarily to the specific individua l requesting the 
documents." [udey tl. Cmtml Intelligence Agwcy, 478 f .Supp. 1175, 1177 (D.O. C. 1979). 
In the instant case, the records sought will be used to further Lhe public's understandi11.g 
of the operations cu1d activities o f the IRS as described above. We are a nonprofit 
orgcu1iz<1tion, offering free expert e:malysis on a v <Uie ty of policy issues, e:md welcome 
republicalior1 of our materials in order to get the infonm1tion to as wide an audience as 
possible. The records sought will be d isseminated widely to parties interes ted ill the 
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workin gs of lhe government and as such will nol inure primarily lo lhe benefit of the 
requesto r. Further, the records sought have no market value. vVhile certain types of 
records, such as technical data that is not easy to obtain, may have some market value, 
tha t is nol the case wi th the records ALGF requested. 

Therefore, we have no commercial i11terest in the disclosure of the records. 

n . Any Identified Commercial Interest is Sufficient ly Small In 
Comparison With the Public's Tntereslln Disclosure 

Evert if ALGF should be found to have a commercia l interested in the reyuested 
records, its interest would be minimal in comparison to the magnitude ot the public' s 
interest in kno,,ving <md Lmderstcmding the IRS' operations, as discussed above. 

H. ALGF Is a Representative of the News Media, and as s uch, ALGF's 
Request for a Fee Waiver Should be Granted 

Based on the previous argwnen ts, the n ature of ALGF' s work, and the description given 
in the FOIA al 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(TI), ALGF is a" reprE>Senlalive of the news 
media." 

The definition of the phrase " representative of the news media" was described by Sen. 
Lf'ahy, a sponsor o f the bill that put this language in the U.S. Code as, "an y person or 
organization which reguh1rly publishes or disseminated inJormalio:r1 to th e public ... 
shou ld qualify for waivers as a ' representative of llH' news m(;,dia' .'' Natio1111l Secllrily 
Arclli11e 1'. U.S. Departmel!t ~{Defense, 880 F.2d 1381,6 (D.C. Cir. 1989), quoting 132 Cong. 
Rec. 514298 (daily ed. September 30, 1986) (slalemcnl of Sen. Leahy). As furlher slated 
by the D.C. Circuit, 

A representative of the news media is, in essence, a person or entity that gathers 
information of potential interest to a segment of the public, uses its editorial 
skills to turn the raw materials into d istinct work, and distributes that work to em 
audicnct'. 

Nalimwl Security Archioe l'. U.S. Deparbnel!t ofDefeH$e, 880 F.2d 13 1, 7 (D.C. Cir. 1989). 

ll was lhis dcfinilion from the D.C. Circuit thal was codified by Congress when it 

amendro llw FOlA in 2007. 
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There are U1ree elements to being a representative of the news media: (1.) gathering 
info rmalion; (2.) using editorial skills to create distinct work; (3.) and dis tribution of that 
dis tinct work to an audien ce . As demon strated below, ALG F clearly meets all three 
clemen ts. 

Firs t, ALGF usl?s its FOTA program and o ther resources to gath l?r infonnation. We have 
CUed h undreds of reques ts wilh every federal executive de partmen t, numerous 
indepf'ndE>nt agE-ncies, and as w ell as numerous s ta tE' and local agrncies. These FOJA 
requests have resulted in ALGF gathering tens-of-thous<mds of pages of responsive 
records. Additiona lly ALGF has a full time research staff that actively gathers 
information using m<"thods o ther than the FOIA p rocess. As such, ALGF meets the 
II 1 If I gat 1crs e 0mcnl. 

SecorH.i, ALGF uses its editorial sk ill to take the raw material re eived from its FOIA 
cmd olhcr research cfforls <.tnd lum il inlo unique ed itorial con lenl. We crcale several 
pieces of w1ique editorial content every business dcty. The l.uuque editorial pieces 
crea ted by ALGF concem a wide vcu·iety of issues and are created to inform the public 
on these issues. As such, ALGF meets the "uses editorial skil ls to rrea te di stinct work" 
element. 

Third, as described in de tail above, ALGF regularly publishes these w1iguc editorial 
pieces on the activities, s tmcture, and operations of the federc1l govemment. 

The fact lhal ALGF utilizes elec tr01uc means as the primary vehicle for dis tribution of 
our unique editorial content does not change the analysis. See, Electronic Priuacy 
THformaliciiL Ct•1zter 7'. Dcpartmmt ofDe{el!se, 241 F.Supp.2d 5, 14 (D.O. C. 2003), "The fact 
that EPIC's newsletter is disseminated via the Internet to subscribers' e-mail addresses 
does nol chaJ1ge the "u1alysis." 

The records soueht from the ms will be reviewed, analyzed, made part of unique 
editoria l content, and published through U<e d is trib ution chmu1cls described a bove . As 

such, ALGF meets the" publishes" element. 

Therefore, lhc ALGF's request for c1 fee waiver s}tou ld be granted. In the evenllhat a fee 
waiver is not granted, please infonn me before taking any ac lion tha t would result in 
the incurrenc0 of fees by ALGF. 

Conclusion 

I r<o•yu<.•:>llhal rL•::~pon:>ive recon.b be p roviJeJ in ela tronil form <mu <.•maileJ lome a t 

If the files are too large to email, T regut?slthat they be provided 
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on either w1encrypted COs or DVDs and mailed lome al lhe following address: 

Ame ricans for Limited Government 
10332 Main Street 
No. 326 
Fairfa , VA 22030 

lf you have any UE'Slions reearding this FOIA request plf'aS<' con tact me at 

Thank you in advance for your assist<mce. 

Ref# ALGFOTA2016-025 
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To:FOIA OFFicer (IRS) (18778079215) 

Recipient Information: 
To: FOIA Officer (IRS) 
Fax#: 18778079215 
Subject: 

Sender Information: 
From: 
Pages: 
Date: Oct 26, 2016 

Comments: 

Please see the attached FOIA request. 

If you didn't receive this fax in your email you 
need: 

11:00 10/26/16 ET Pg 1-9 

FAX COVER SHEET 

Send and receive faxes through your 
email1 online or smartphone. 

No paper, ink, or 200 phone line required. 
Includes a real fax number! 

Try it free for 30 days at myfax.com 

MyFax® is an award-winning Internet fax service that requires no hardware or software. All you need is Internet 
access. a MyFax account. and an email address. There is no contract to sign, no setup fees. and you can cancel 
anytime. Try it FREE for 30 days - Keep it for only $10 per month 

MyFax does not tolerate fraud and abuse. If this fax is spam, promotes illegal activity or is abusive. please email 
support@rnyfax.com. To have your fax number placed on a Do Not Fax list, please calli-866-208-5903 

This fax was delivered by MyFax Free a no cost. send only version of the MyFax Internet Fax service. For more 
"perfect for small business" online services visit \'VWW.j2.corn 
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October 26, 2016 

IRS FOIA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

Via fax to: 877.807.9215 

Re: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request 

Dear FOIA Officer: 

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S. C.§ 552 ct seq., I request on 
behalf of Americans for Limited Government Foundation (ALGF) copies of the federal 
records described below. 

Please provide the follmving records: 

Copies of all records relating to daily schedules including attendees at meetings 
held by and attended by John A. Koskinen, IRS Commissioner, for Fiscal Years 
2015 and 2016. 

Procedure Regarding Records Exempt from Disclosure 

The IRS should be reminded of the policy in favor of disclosure mandated by President 
Barack Obama on January 26, 2009. President Obama instructed the executive 
departments and agencies to operate with a presumption towards disclosure. On this 
point the President stated as follows: 

A democracy requires accountability, and accountability requires 
transparency. As Justice Louis Brandeis vvrote, "sun-light is said to be the 
best of disinfectants." In our democracy, the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA), ·which encourages accountability through transparency, is the 
most prominent expression of a profound national commitment to 
ensuring an open Govemment. At the heart of that commitment is the 
idea that accountability is in the interest of the Government and the 
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citizenry alike. 

The Freedom of h1forrnation Act should be administered with a clear 
presumption: In the face of doubt, openness prevails. The Government 
should not keep information confidential merely because public officials 
might be embarrassed by disclosure, because errors and failures might be 
revealed, or because of speculative or abstract fears. Nondisdosure should 
never be based on an effort to protect the personal interests of 
Government officials at the expense of those they are supposed to serve. 
m responding to requests under the FOIA, executive branch agencies 
(agencies) should act promptly and in a spirit of cooperation, recognizing 
that such agencies are servants of the public. 

Freedom of Information Act, Mernonmdum for the Heads of Executive 
Deparlmenls and Agencies, 74 Fed. Reg. 4,683 (January 26, 2009.) 

These instructions from the President were followed up by further insh·uctions from 
Attorney General Eric Holder on March 19, 2009. The Attorney General stated as 
follows: 

Firs t, an agency should not vvithhold information simply because it may 
do so legally. I strongly encourage agencies to make discretionary 
disclosures of information. An agency should not withhold records 
merely because it can demonstrate, as a teclmical matter, that the records 
fall v.rithin the scope of a FOIA exemption. 

Second, whenever an agency detennines that it cannot make full 
disclosure of a requested record, it must consider whether it can make 
partial disclosure. Agencies should always be mindful that the FOIA 
requires them to take reasonable steps to segregate and release nonexempt 
information. Even if some parts of a record must be ·withheld, other parts 
either may not be covered by a statutory exemption, or may be covered 
only in a technical sense unrelated to the actual impact of disclosure. 

The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), Attorney General Memorandum for 
Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies, March 19,2009. 

Based on this policy I anticipate that no records wUl be withheld. In the event that 
records are withheld I request to be provided with the follov.ring information: 

1. Reason each record is not being produced; 
2. Type of record withheld; 
3. Subject matter of record withheld; and 
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4. Date, author, and addressee, if applicable of the record. 

Request for Fee Waiver 

As an initial matter, it should be noted that, "Congress intended that the public interest 
standard be liberally construed and that fees not be used as an obstacle to disclosure of 
requested infom1ation." (EmpJulsis added.) Eudey v. Central Intelligence Agen.cy, 478 
F.Supp. 1175 (D. D.C. 1979). (Internal citations omitted.) 

The records sought by ALGF in its FOlA request concern the operations or activities of 
the IRS because they relate solely to actions by governmental officials. The records 
received will be used to better the public's understanding of how the IRS' officers are 
conducting business on behalf of taxpayers. Also, disclosure of the information is not in 
the commercial interest of the requester. As such the public good that will occur in 
disclosing the infom1.ation sought in and of itself weighs strongly in favor of a fee 
waiver. 

I. Public Interest Standard 

The FOIA at 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) provides the public interest standard that is to be 
used in detennining whether a requestor has met the requirements for a fee waiver. 
This subsection provides for the fee waiver "if disclosure of the information is in the 
public interest because it is likely to contribu te sigt"tificantly to public understanding of 
the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the re<.1uester." As the U.S. Cour t of Appeals for the Distric t of Columbia 
Circuit analyzed, there are three criteria under the statute that the disclosure of the 
records must satisfy in order for the fee waiver to apply. Cause of Action v. Federal Trade 
Commission, No. 13-2015 U.S. App. LEXIS 14934 (D.C. Cir. 2015). That cour t stated the 
criteria as follows: 

(1.) shed light on "the operations or activities of the government"; 
(2.) be "likely to contribute significantly to public understanding" of those 

operutionl::> or activitiel::>; 

(3.) and not be "primarily in the commercial interest of the requester." 

As discussed below, the records sought by ALGF meet this standard. 

A. Records Sought By ALGF Will Shed Light on the Operations or 
Activities of the IRS 

Under this criterion, the bar is low and one need only look to the nature of the records 
requested and then determine whether these records concern the operations or activities 
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of the government. In the instance case, the records sought by ALGF relate solely to the 
IRS' officials' activities. No records sought relate to any purely private sector activity. 
As such, ALGF' s FOIA request concerns the operations and activities of the government 
~md. disclosure of the records will shed light on these operations and activities. 

B. Records Sought By the ALGF are Likely To Contribute Significantly 
to Public Understand ing of the IRS' Operations Or Activities 

The records sought by ALGF' s FOJA request have not previously been released to the 
public domain. The calend<:U· entries in yuestion have not been made public. The reyuest 
specifically excludes all records that have been released to the public. As such the public 
has little or no current understanding of them. 

The key factor to detennining whether disclosure of the records sought is likely to 
contribute to the public understanding of government operations or activi ties is 
whether these records are cutTently in the public domain. Judicial Watch, Inc. v. 
Department of Justice, 365 F.3d 1108 (D.C. Cir. 2004).1 Therefore any disclosure of the 
records sought will increase the public's understanding of how the IRS is performing 
business on behalf of the taxpayer. Upon receipt of the requested records ALGF will 
perform extensive analysis of these records. We have an experienced research and legal 
s taff who will carefully scmtinize any responsive records provided. After completing 
our analysis ALGF will publish its findings using the media described below. 

ALGF regularly publishes infom1ation on U1e activities, structure, <md operations of the 
federal government. This information is distributed to a large number of diverse 
individuals across the entire nation. The records sought are of the type which ALGF 
regularly provides to U1e public through its publications, email and social media 
distributions, and news website, netrightdaily.com. By way of example, on a typical day 
our materials are published to over 100,000 individuals. Many of these 100,000 
individuals and their respective entities republish our materials which we provide free 
of charge and without copyright restriction, allowing for wide dispersal of these 
materials. Additionally, ALGF' s staff cu·e frequent guests on national media outlets 
speaking to hundreds of thousands of individuals at a time regarding the activities of 
the federal government. As such, even though not required in order to obtain a fee 
waiver, ALGF publishes its editorial content to a broad audience. 2 The records received 
from the IRS will be made part of unique editorial content, as further discussed below, 

1 As an aside, if the records sought were in the public domain then the present FOIA request would be 
unnecessary and would not have been filed as ALGF would simply use a public domain source to review 
the records which it seeks. 
2 As the D.C. Cil·cuit has held, "The statute requires only that the disclosure be Likely to contribute 
significantly to 'public' understanding." Gmse of' Action, supra, at 16. "To the contrary, we have held that 
'proof' of the ability to disseminate the released information to a broad cross-section of the public is not 
required." ld., quoting Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Dep't oflustice, 365 F.3d 1108, 1126 (D.C. Cil·. 2004). 
Regardless, ALGF does regularly publish to a wide audience. 
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and disseminated through these distribution channels. As such, the disclosure of the 
requested information will contribute to the public understanding of the operations and 
activities of the IRS. 

On the issue of whether the increase in public understanding will be significant, one 
court has observed, 'these two criteria [public understanding and significance are] 
hopelessly intertwined'." National Resources Defense Council, Inc. v. United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, 581 F.Supp.2d 49t 8 (S.D.N.Y. 2008, quoting Project on 
Military Procurement v. Dep't of Navy, 710 F.Supp. 362, 5 n.8 (D.D.C. 1989). 

As noted above, the requested records have not been reported in the public domain. 
ALGF has an experienced research and legal staff who will carefully scrutinize any 
responsive records provided. ALGF will perfom1 analysis of the information found in 
these records to better understand how the IRS is perfomung business on behalf of the 
taxpayer. Since the public has littk if ru1y, present understanding or knowledge of the 
records sought, any further infonnation published via the methods described above 
will constitute a significant increase in the public understanding of these issues when 
compared with the level of public tmderstanding currently existing. 

C. Disclosure of the Information Requested Is Not Primarily In the 
Commercial Interest of ALGF 

The two factors here consider whether the requester has a commercial interest in the 
requested information and if so whether the magnitude of the commercial in terest, if 
e:my, is sufficiently small in comparison to the public interest in disclosure. As dis<..-ussed 
below, ALGF does not have a commercial interest in the disclosure of the records, and 
as such should be granted a fee waiver. 

i. ALGF Does Not Have A Commercial Interest In The Disclosure 
Of The Reguested Documents 

The central focus of the analysis in determining whether the fee waiver is in the public 
interest is whether the public rather than the requestor is the primary beneficiary of the 
release of the information. "The statute indicates that the issue to be considered by the 
agency is whether furnishing the information will pdmarily benefit the public at large 
or whether any benefit will inure plimarily to the specific individual requesting the 
documents." Eudey v. Central Intelligence Agent-y,478 F.Supp. 1175, 1177 (D.D.C. 1979). 
In the instant case, the records sought will be used to fur ther the public's understanding 
of the operations and activities of the IRS as described above. We are a nonprofit 
organiza tion, offering free expert analysis on a variety of policy issues, and welcome 
republication of our materials in order to get the information to as wide an audience as 
possible. The records sought will be disseminated widely to parties in terested in the 
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workings of the government and as such will not inure primarily to the benefit of the 
requestor. Further, the records sought have no market value. vVhile certain types of 
records, such as technical data that is not easy to obtain, may have some market value, 
that is not the case with the records ALGF requested. 

Therefore, we have no commercial interest in the disclosure of the records. 

ii. Any Identified Commercial Interest is Sufficiently Small In 
Comparison ·with the Public's Interest In Disclosure 

Even if ALGF should be found to have a commercial interested in the requested 
records, its interest would be minimal in comparison to the magnitude of the public's 
in.terest in knowing and understanding the IRS' operations, as discussed above. 

II. ALGF Is a Representative of the News Media, and as such, ALGF's 
Request for a Fee w ·aiver Should be Granted 

Based on the previous arguments, the nature of ALGF' s work, and the description given 
in the FOIA at 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II), ALGF is a ''representative of the news 
media." 

The definition of the phrase "representative of the news media" was described by Sen. 
Leal1y, a sponsor of the bill that put this language in the U.S. Code as, "any person or 
organization which regularly publishes or disseminated information to the public ... 
should qualify for waivers as a 'representative of the nevvs media'." National Security 
Archive v. U.S. Deparhnent of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381, 6 (D.C. Cir. 1989), quoting 132 Con g. 
Rec. S14298 (daily ed. September 30, 1986) (statement of Sen. Leahy). As further stated 
by the D.C. Circuit, 

A representative of the news media is, in essence, a person or entity that gathers 
information of potential interest to a segment of the public, uses its editorial 
skills to tum the raw materials into distinct work, and distributes that work to an 
audience. 

National SecurihJ Archive v. U.S. Department· ofDefmse, 880 F.2d 1381,7 (D.C. Cir. 1989). 

It was this definition from the D.C. Cin.uit that was codified by Congress when it 
amended the FOIA in 2007. 
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There are three elements to being a representative of the news media: (1.) gathering 
infonnation; (2.) using editorial skills to create distinct work; (3.) and distribution of that 
distinct work to an audience. As demonstrated below, ALGF clearly meets all three 
elements. 

First, ALGF uses its FOIA program and other resources to gather information. We have 
filed hw1dreds of requests with every federal executive department, numerous 
independent agencies, and as well as numerous state and local agencies. These FOIA 
requests have resulted in ALGF gathering tens-of-thousands of pages of responsive 
records. Additionally ALGF has a full time research staff that actively gathers 
infom1ation using methods other than the FOIA process. As such, ALGF meets the 
"gathers" element. 

Second, ALGF uses its editorial skill to take the raw material received from its FOIA 
e:u1d olher researd 1 efforts and Lum il inlo unique edilorial conlenl. We creale several 
pieces of unique editorial content every business day. The unique editorial pieces 
(.."'feated by ALGF concern a wide variety of issues and are created to inform the public 
on these issues. As such, ALGF meets the "uses editorial skills to create distinct work" 
element. 

Third, as described in detail above, ALGF regularly publishes these unique editorial 
pieces on the activities, structure, and operations of the federal government. 

The fact that ALGF utilizes electronic means as the primary vehicle for distribution of 
our unique editorial content does not change the analysis. See, Electronic Pri·oaL!f 
Information Center v. Department of Defense, 241 F.Supp.2d 5,14 (D.D.C. 2003), "The fact 
that EPIC's newsletter is disseminated via the Internet to subscribers' e-mail addresses 
does not change the analysis." 

The records sought from the IRS will be reviewed, analyzed, made part of unique 
editorial content, and published through the distribution channels described above. As 
such, ALGF meets the 11 publishes11 element. 

Therefore, the ALGF' s request for a fee waiver should be granted. In the event that a fee 
waiver is not granted, please inform me before taking any action that would result in 
the incurrence of fees by ALGF. 

Conclusion 

resuomnve re<:ords be provided in electronic form cmd emailed to me at 
If the files are too large to email, I request that they be provided 
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on either unencrypted CDs or DVDs and mailed to me at the following address: 

Americans for Limited Government 
10332 Main Street 
No. 326 
Fairfax, VA 22030 

uestions regarding this FOIA request please contact me at 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

Ref# ALGFOIA2016-023 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 10/26/2016 11:05AM {GMT-04:00) 



To:FOIA OFFicer (IRS) (18778079215) 

Recipient Information: 
To: FOIA Officer (IRS) 
Fax#: 18778079215 
Subject: 

Sender Information: 
From: 
Pages: 9 
Date: Oct 26, 2016 

Comments: 

Please see the attached FOIA request. 

If you didn't receive this fax in your email you 
need: 
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FAX COVER SHEET 

Send and receive faxes through your 
email1 online or smartphone. 

No paper, ink, or 200 phone line required. 
Includes a real fax number! 

Try it free for 30 days at myfax.com 

MyFax® is an award-winning Internet fax service that requires no hardware or software. All you need is Internet 
access. a MyFax account. and an email address. There is no contract to sign, no setup fees. and you can cancel 
anytime. Try it FREE for 30 days - Keep it for only $10 per month 

MyFax does not tolerate fraud and abuse. If this fax is spam, promotes illegal activity or is abusive. please email 
support@rnyfax.com. To have your fax number placed on a Do Not Fax list, please calli-866-208-5903 

This fax was delivered by MyFax Free a no cost. send only version of the MyFax Internet Fax service. For more 
"perfect for small business" online services visit \'VWW.j2.corn 
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October 26, 2016 

IRS FOIA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

Via fax to: 877.807.9215 

Re: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request 

Dear FOIA Officer: 

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S. C.§ 552 ct seq., I request on 
behalf of Americans for Limited Government Foundation (ALGF) copies of the federal 
records described below. 

Please provide the follmving records: 

Copies of all records relating to daily schedules including attendees a t meetings 
held by and attended by William J. Wilkens, JR., IRS 01ief Counsel, for Fiscal 
Years 2015 and 2016. 

Procedure Regarding Records Exempt from Disclosure 

The IRS should be reminded of the policy in favor of disclosure mandated by President 
Barack Obama on January 26, 2009. President Obama instructed the executive 
departments and agencies to operate with a presumption towards disclosure. On this 
point the President stated as follows: 

A democracy requires accountability, and accountability requires 
transparency. As Justice Louis Brandeis vvrote, "sun-light is said to be the 
best of disinfectants." In our democracy, the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA), ·which encourages accountability through transparency, is the 
most prominent expression of a profound national commitment to 
ensuring an open Govemment. At the heart of that commitment is the 
idea that accountability is in the interest of the Government and the 
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citizenry alike. 

The Freedom of h1forrnation Act should be administered with a dear 
presumption: In the face of doubt, openness prevails. The Government 
should not keep information confidential merely because public officials 
might be embarrassed by disclosw-e, because errors and failures might be 
revealed, or because of speculative or abstract fears. Nondisclosure should 
never be based on an effort to protect the personal interests of 
Government officials at the expense of those they are supposed to serve. 
In responding to requests under the FOIA, executive branch agencies 
(agencies) should act promptly and in a spirit of cooperation, recognizing 
that such agencies are servants of the public. 

Freedom of Information Act, Memonmdum for the Heads of Executive 
Deparlmenls and Agencies, 74 Fed. Reg. 4,683 (January 26, 2009.) 

These instructions from the President were followed up by further insh·uctions from 
Attorney General Eric Holder on March 19, 2009. The Attorney General stated as 
follows: 

Firs t, an agency should not vvithhold information simply because it may 
do so legally. I strongly encourage agencies to make discretionary 
disclosures of information. An agency should not withhold records 
merely because it can demonstrate, as a teclmical matter, that the records 
fall v.rithin the scope of a FOIA exemption. 

Second, whenever an agency detennines that it cannot make full 
disclosure of a requested record, it must consider whether it can make 
partial disclosw-e. Agencies should always be mindful that the FOIA 
requires them to take reasonable steps to segregate and release nonexempt 
information. Even if some parts of a record must be ·withheld, other parts 
either may not be covered by a statutory exemption, or may be covered 
only in a technical sense unrelated to the actual impact of disclosure. 

The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), Attorney General Memorandum for 
Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies, March 19,2009. 

Based on this policy I anticipate that no records wUl be withheld. In the event that 
records are withheld I request to be provided with the following information: 

1. Reason each record is not being produced; 
2. Type of record withheld; 
3. Subject matter of record withheld; and 
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4. Date, author, and addressee, if applicable of the record. 

Request for Fee Waiver 

As an initial matter, it should be noted that, "Congress intended that the public interest 
standard be liberally construed and that fees not be used as an obstacle to disclosure of 
requested infom1ation." (EmpJulsis added.) Eudey v. Central Intelligence Agen.cy, 478 
F.Supp. 1175 (D. D.C. 1979). (Internal citations omitted.) 

The records sought by ALGF in its FOlA request concern the operations or activities of 
the IRS because they relate solely to actions by governmental officials. The records 
received will be used to better the public's understanding of how the IRS' officers are 
conducting business on behalf of taxpayers. Also, disclosure of the information is not in 
the commercial interest of the requester. As such the public good that will occur in 
disclosing the infom1.ation sought in and of itself weighs strongly in favor of a fee 
waiver. 

I. Public Interest Standard 

The FOIA at 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) provides the public interest standard that is to be 
used in detennining whether a requestor has met the requirements for a fee waiver. 
This subsection provides for the fee waiver "if disclosure of the information is in the 
public interest because it is likely to contribu te significan tly to public understanding of 
the operations or ac tivities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requester." As the U.S. Cour t of Appeals for the Distric t of Columbia 
Circu it analyzed, there are three criteria under the sta tute that the disclosure of the 
records must satisfy in order for the fee waiver to apply. Cause of Action v. Federal Trade 
Commission, No. 13-2015 U.S. App. LEXIS 14934 (D.C. Cir. 2015). That cour t stated the 
criteria as follows: 

(1.) shed light on "the operations or activities of the government"; 
(2.) be "likely to contribute significantly to public understanding" of those 

operutiom; or activities; 

(3.) and not be "primarily in the commercial interest of the requester." 

As discussed below, the records sought by ALGF meet this standard. 

A. Records Sought By ALGF Will Shed Light on the Operations or 
Activities of the IRS 

Under this criterion, the bar is low and one need only look to the nature of the records 
requested and then determine whether these records concern the operations or activities 
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of the government. In the instance case, the records sought by ALGF relate solely to the 
IRS' officials' activities. No records sought relate to any purely private sector activity. 
As such, ALGF' s FOIA request concerns the operations and activities of the government 
~md. disclosure of the records will shed light on these operations and activities. 

B. Records Sought By the ALGF are Likely To Contribute Significantly 
to Public Understanding of the IRS' Operations Or Activities 

The records sought by ALGF' s FOIA request have not previously been released to the 
public domain. The calend<:U· entries in yuestion have not been made public. The reyuest 
specifically excludes all records that have been released to the public. As such the public 
has little or no current understanding of them. 

The key factor to detennining whether disclosure of the records sought is likely to 
contribute to the public understanding of government operations or activi ties is 
whether these records are cunently in the public domain. Judicial vVatch, Inc. v. 
Department of Justice, 365 F.3d 1108 (D.C. Cir. 2004).1 Therefore any disclosure of the 
records sought will increase the public's understanding of how the IRS is performing 
business on behalf of the taxpayer. Upon receipt of the requested records ALGF will 
perform extensive analysis of these records. We have an experienced research and legal 
s taff who will carefully scmtinize any responsive records provided. After completing 
our analysis ALGF will publish its findings using the media described below. 

ALGF regularly publishes infom1ation on the activities, structure, and operations of the 
federal government. Th is information is distributed to a large number of diverse 
individuals across the entire nation. The records sought are of the type which ALGF 
regularly provides to the public through its publications, email and social media 
distributions, and news website, netrightdaily.com. By way of example, on a typical day 
our materials are published to over 100,000 individuals. Many of these 100,000 
individuals and their respective entities republish our materials which we provide free 
of charge an.d without copyright restriction, allowing for wide dispersal of these 
materials. Additionally, ALGF' s staff are frequent guests on national media outlets 
speaking to hundreds of thousands of individuals at a time regarding the activities of 
the federal government. As such, even though not required in order to obtain a fee 
waiver, ALGF publishes its editorial content to a broad audience. 2 The records received 
from the IRS will be made part of unique editorial content, as further discussed below, 

1 As an aside, if the records sought were in the public domain then the present FOIA request would be 
unnecessary and would not have been filed as ALGF would simply use a public domain source to review 
the records which it seeks. 
2 As the D.C. Cil·cuit has held, '1The statute requires only that the disclosure be likely to contribute 
significantly to 'public' understanding." Gmse of' Action, supra, at 16. "To the contrary, we have held that 
'proof' of the ability to disseminate the released information to a broad cross-section of the public is not 
required." ld., quoting Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Dep't oflustice, 365 F.3d 1108, 1126 (D.C. Ci.r. 2004). 
Regardless, ALGF does regularly publish to a wide audience. 
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and disseminated through these distribution channels. As such, the disclosure of the 
requested information will contribute to the public understanding of the operations and 
activities of the IRS. 

On the issue of whether the increase in public tmderstanding will be sign.ificant, one 
court has observed, 'these two criteria [public understanding and significance are] 
hopelessly intertwined'." National Resources Defense Council, Inc. v. United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, 581 F.Supp.2d 49t 8 (S.D.N.Y. 2008, quoting Project on 
Military Procurement v. Dep't ofNm'Y, 710 F.Supp. 362, 5 n.8 (D.D.C. 1989). 

As noted above, the requested records have not been reported in the public domain. 
ALGF has an experienced research and legal staff who will carefully scrutinize any 
responsive records provided. ALGF will perfom1 analysis of the information found in 
these records to better understand how the IRS is perfomung business on behalf of the 
laxpayer. Since lhe public has lillk if ru1y, presenl underslanding or knowledge of lhe 
records sought, any further infonnation published via the methods described above 
will constitute a significant increase in the public understanding of these issues when 
compared with the level of public tmderstanding currently existing. 

C. Disclosure of the Information Requested Is Not Primarily In the 
Commercial Interest of ALGF 

The two factors here consider whether the requester has a commercial interest in the 
requested information and if so whether the magnitude of the commercial interest, if 
e:my, is sufficiently small in comparison to the public interest in disclosure. As dis<.."Ussed 
below, ALGF does not have a commercial interest in the disclosure of the records, and 
as such should be granted a fee waiver. 

i. ALGF Does Not Have A Commercial Interest In The Disclosure 
Of The Reguested Documents 

The central focus of the analysis in detem1ining whether the fee waiver is in the public 
interest is whether the public rather than the requestor is the primary beneficiary of the 
release of the information. "The statute indicates that the issue to be considered by the 
agency is whether furnishing the information will primarily benefit the public at large 
or whether any benefit will inure primarily to the specific individual requesting the 
documents." Eudey v. Central Intelligence Agency,478 F.Supp. 1175, 1177 (D.D.C. 1979). 
In the instant case, the records sought will be used to further the public's understanding 
of the operations and activities of the IRS as described above. We are a nonprofit 
organization, offering free expert analysis on a variety of policy issues, and welcome 
republication of our materials in order to get the information to as wide an audience as 
possible. The records sought will be disseminated widely to parties interested in the 
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workings of the government and as such will not inure primarily to the benefit of the 
requestor. Further, the records sought have no market value. vVhile certain types of 
records, such as technical data that is not easy to obtain, may have some market value, 
that is not the case with the records ALGF requested. 

Therefore, we have no commercial interest in the disclosure of the records. 

ii. Any Identified Commercial Interest is Sufficiently Small In 
Comparison ·with the Public's Interest In Disclosure 

Even if ALGF should be found to have a commercial interested in the requested 
records, its interest would be minimal in comparison to the magnitude of the public's 
in.terest in knowing and understanding the IRS' operations, as discussed above. 

II. ALGF Is a Representative of the News Media, and as such, ALGFs 
Request for a Fee \t\Taiver Should be Granted 

Based on the previous arguments, the nature of ALGF' s work, and the description given 
in the FOIA at 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II), ALGF is a ''representative of the news 
media." 

The definition of the phrase "representative of the news media" was described by Sen. 
Leal1y, a sponsor of the bill that put this language in the U.S. Code as, "any person or 
organization which regularly publishes or disseminated information to the public ... 
should qualify for waivers as a 'representative of the news media'." National Security 
Archive v. U.S. Deparhnent of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381, 6 (D.C. Cir. 1989), quoting 132 Con g. 
Rec. S14298 (daily ed. September 30, 1986) (statement of Sen. Leahy). As further stated 
by the D.C. Circuit, 

A representative of the news media is, in essence, a person or entity that gathers 
information of potential interest to a segment of the public, uses its editorial 
skills to tum the raw materials into distinct work, and distributes that work to an 
audience. 

National Security Archive v. U.S. Department· of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381,7 (D.C. Cir. 1989). 

It was this definition from the D.C. Cin.uit that was codified by Congress when it 
amended the FOIA in 2007. 
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There are three elements to being a representative of the news media: (1.) gathering 
infonnation; (2.) using editorial skills to create distinct work; (3.) and distribution of that 
distinct work to an audience. As demonstrated below, ALGF clearly meets all three 
elements. 

First, ALGF uses its FOIA program and other resources to gather information. We have 
filed hw1dreds of requests with every federal executive department, numerous 
independent agencies, ~md as well as numerous state and local agencies. These FOIA 
requests have resulted in ALGF gathering tens-of-thousands of pages of responsive 
records. Additionally ALGF has a full time research staff that actively gathers 
infom1ation using methods other than the FOIA process. As such, ALGF meets the 
"gathers" element. 

Second, ALGF uses its editorial skill to take the raw material receive<.:! from its FOIA 
e:u1d olher researd1 efforts and Lum il lnlo unique edllorial conlenl. We creale several 
pieces of unique editorial content every business day. The unique editorial pieces 
(.."'feated by ALGF concern a wide variety of issues and are created to inform the public 
on these issues. As such, ALGF meets the "uses editorial skills to create distinct work" 
element. 

Third, as described in detail above, ALGF regularly publishes these unique editorial 
pieces on the activities, structure, and operations of the federal government. 

The fact that ALGF utilizes electronic means as the primary vehicle for distribution of 
our unique editorial content does not change the analysis. See, Electronic Pri·oaL!f 
Information Center v. Department of Defense, 241 F.Supp.2d 5,14 (D.D.C. 2003), "The fact 
that EPIC's newsletter is disseminated via the Internet to subscribers' e-mail addresses 
does not change the analysis." 

The records sought from the IRS will be reviewed, analyzed, made part of unique 
editorial content, and published through the distribution channels described above. As 
such, ALGF meets the 11 publishes11 element. 

Therefore, the ALGF' s request for a fee waiver should be granted. In the event that a fee 
waiver is not granted, please inform me before taking any action that would result in 
the incurrence of fees by ALGF. 

Conclusion 

resuomnve re<:ords be provided in ele<:tronic form cmd emailed to me at 
If the files are too large to email, I request that they be provided 
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on either unencrypted CDs or DVDs and mailed to me at the following address: 

Americans for Limited Government 
10332 Main Street 
No. 326 
Fairfax, VA 22030 

uestions regarding this FOIA request please contact me at 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

Ref# ALGFOIA2016-024 
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FOIA REQUEST 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 

Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a 11 representative of 

the news media. 11 I am a freelance television producer often working on 

documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured 

throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as 

well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 

john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal 

mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all emails sent 

to and from the Congressional Relations I Legislative Relations liaison officer of 

your agency, which contain the word, 11WIKILEAKS. 11 You can include only records 

accessible with an electronic search, from the dates of January 1, 2015 to the date 

of processing this request. 

To the best of my knowledge, your current liaison officer in this office, would be: 

Leonard Oursler National Director for Legislative Affairs 

Internal Revenue Service 

U.S. Department of the Treasury 

1111 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room 3241 

Washington, DC 20224 

Tel: (202) 317-6985 

Fax: (202) 317-4250 

Email: ieonard.t.oursier@irs.gov 

I ask that if my information is incorrect, you include the current person who holds 

this position. 
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I please ask that you include all emails sent to and from this officer, which contain 

the above keyword. 

In addition, I please ask that the response to this request be expedited and all 

fees be waived. Being an election year, public interest in the topic of our 

Presidential candidates is at an all time high. And the revelations behind Wikileaks 

and their data dumps, have been very influential during this election season. I 

believe that this information, coupled with my unique situation of being able to 

disseminate the responsive records to the public, for free, would justify this 

request being expedited, and all fees being waived. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your 

response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

 

 

YOU CAN FAX RESPONSES AND DOCUMENTS TO: 1-818-659-7688 
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FOIA REQUEST 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 

Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a 11 representative of 

the news media. 11 I am a freelance television producer often working on 

documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured 

throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as 

well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 

john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal 

mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all emails sent 

to and from the Congressional Relations I Legislative Relations liaison officer of 

your agency, which contain the word, 11TRUMP. 11 You can include only records 

accessible with an electronic search, from the dates of January 1, 2015 to the date 

of processing this request. 

To the best of my knowledge, your current liaison officer in this office, would be: 

Leonard Oursler National Director for Legislative Affairs 

Internal Revenue Service 

U.S. Department of the Treasury 

1111 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room 3241 

Washington, DC 20224 

Tel: (202) 317-6985 

Fax: (202) 317-4250 

Email: ieonard.t.oursier@irs.gov 

I ask that if my information is incorrect, you include the current person who holds 

this position. 
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I please ask that you include all emails sent to and from this officer, which contain 

the above keyword. 

In addition, I please ask that the response to this request be expedited and all 

fees be waived. Being an election year, public interest in the topic of our 

Presidential candidates is at an all time high. I believe that this information, 

coupled with my unique situation of being able to disseminate the responsive 

records to the public, for free, would justify this request being expedited, and all 

fees being waived. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your 

response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

 

  

YOU CAN FAX RESPONSES AND DOCUMENTS TO: 1-818-659-7688 
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Recipient Information: 
To: FOIA Officer (IRS) 
Fax#: 18778079215 
Subject: 

Sender Information: 
From: 
Pages: 
Date: 0<-t 28, 2016 

Comments: 

Please see the attached FOIA request. 

If you didn't receive this fax in your email you 
need: 

faxing simplified . anylime. an ywhere. 

10:51 10/28/16 ET Pg 1-10 

FAX COVER SHEET 

Send and receive faxes through your 
email, online or smartphone. 

No paper, ink, or 2nd phone line req uired. 
Indudes a real f ax number! 

Try rt free for 30 days at n1yfax.con1 

MyFax® is an award-winning Internet fax serJice that requires no hardware or softvvare. Ali you need is internet 
access. a MyFax account. and an email address. There is no contract to sign, no setup fees. and you can cancel 
anytime. Try it FREE for 30 days-· Keep it for only $10 per month 

MyFax does not tolerate fraud and abuse. If this fax is spam, promotes illegal activity or is abusive, please email 
support@myfax.com. To have your fax number placed on a Do Not Fax list, please call 1-866-208-5903 

This fax w as delivered by MyFax Free a no cost, send oniy version of the MyFax Internet Fax service. For more 
"perfect for small business" online services visit VII\VW.j2.corn 
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AMERfCANS FOR LrMITED 
GOVERNMENT FOUNDATION 

10:51 10/28/16 ET Pg 2-10 

10332 MAIN STREET · N o . 326 · FAIRFAX. VA 22030 ·PHONE: 703.383.0880· FAX: 703.383.528e · WWW.GETLioERlY.ORG 

October 28, 2016 

lRS FOlA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

Via fax to: 877.807.9215 

Re: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request 

Dear FOIA Officer: 

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 et seq., I reques t on 
behalf of Americans for Limited Government Foundation (ALGF) copies of the federal 
records descdbed below. Please provide the following records: 

All requests for approval of other than coach-class accommodations (premium 

travel), that were filed by IRS personnel in Fiscal Year 2015. 

Procedure Regarding Records Exempt from Disdosure 

Given the nature of the records requested I m1ticipa te that the vast majority of any 
responsive records will be of the type required to be released w.1der FOIA. However, in 
the even t that records exist that FOIA does not require to be released I request that they 
be released regardless unless the failure to release such records can be justified based 
upon sound reasoning related to one of the sta tutory exemptions or exceptions in FOIA 
<md there is a patently m<mifest danger of significcmt harm that ·w·ould ocuu· from 
release of such records, e.g., danger to health or safety of <m individual. 

Further, the IRS should. be rem.inded of the policy in favor of disdosure mandated by 
President Barack Obama on }<:muary 26,2009. President Obama instructed the executive 
departments and agencies to operate with a presumption towards disclosure. (.}n this 
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point the President stated as follows: 

A democracy requires accountability, <md accountability requires 
tnmsparency. As Justice Louis Brandeis ·wrote, "stm-ligh t is said to be th.e 
best of disinfect<mts." In our democracy, the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA), which encourages accotmlability through transparency, is the 
most prominent expression of a profound national commilment to 
ensuring an open Government. At the heart of that commi.tment is the 
idea tha t accotmlabili ly is h1 the inte rest of the Govenun en l <md the 
citizenry alike. 

The Freedom of Information Act should be <Kinunistered with a clear 
presumption: In the face of doubt, opermess prevails. The Government 
should not keep information confiden tial merely because public officials 
mighl be embarrassed by disclosure, because errors cU'Ld failures might be 
revealed, or because of specula tive or abstract fears. Nondisclosure should 
never be based on c.m effort to protect the personal interests of 
Government officials at the expense of those they are supposed to serve. 
h1 responding to requests under the FOIA, executive bnmch agencies 
(agencies) should act promptly and in a spirit of cooperation, recognizing 
that such agencies are serv<:mts of the public. 

Freedom of Information Act, Memonmdum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments <:md Agencies, 74 Fed. Reg. 4,683 (Jmmary 26, 2009.) 

These instructions from the President \Vere followed up by further instruc tions from 
Attorney General Eric Holder on March 19, 2009. The Attorney General stated as 
follows: 

Firs t, em agency should not withhold information simply because it may 
do so legally. I strongly encourage agencies to make discretionmy 
disclosures of in fonnation. 1\n agency should not withhold records 
merely because it ccu1 demonstrate, as a technical matter, that th<~ records 
fall vvHhin the scope of a FOIA exemption. 

Second, whenever an agency determines that it cannot ma.ke full 
disclosure of a requested record, it must consider whether it can make 
partial disclosure. Agencies sho1!ld ahvays be mindful that the FOIA 
requires them to take reasonable steps to segregate and release nonexempt 
information. Even if some parts of a record must be withheld, other parts 
either may not be covered by a statutory exemption, or may be covered 
only in a teclmical sense unrelated to the actual im pact of disclosure. 
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The Freedom of Information Ac t (FOIA), Attorney Gen eral Memorandum for 
Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies, March 19,2009. 

Based on this policy I believe that there will be no records sought that the IRS will 
withl1.old. However, in the event that records are withheld I request to be provided with 
the follovving information: 

1. Reason ead1 record is not being produced; 
2. Type of record withheld; 
3. Subject matter of record withheld; and 
4. Da te, author, and addressee, if applicable of the record. 

Further, I request that the above information be indexed by individual record ~:md 
comply with Vaugh ·-e. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973), by providing information 
s uHidenl for a reasonable f.'}E'rson lobe able lo ascertain whether lhe record soughlis 
actually exempt from disclosure. 

Request for Fee Waiver 

As an initial matter, it shou ld be noted that, !'Congress intended that the public interest 
standard be liberally construed <Uld that fees not be used as .:m obstacle to disclosure of 
requested information." (Empfwsis added.) EudelJ v. Central Intelligence l1gency, 478 
F.Supp. 1175 (D.D.C. 1979). (Internal citations omitted.) 

The in.fom1ation sought by ALGF in its FOIA request concerns the operations or 
ac tivities of th e IRS because they relate solely to actions by govemmental officials. The 
records will be used to better the public's understanding of how the IRS is 
administering its travel program and ,,vhether it is abiding requirements of the Federal 
Travel Regulations in h.ow it approves requests for premium travel. Also, disclosure of 
the information is not in the commercial interest of the requester. As such the public 
good that will occur in disclosing the information sought in and of itself weighs 
slrongly in favor of a fee waiver. 

I. Public Interest Standard 

The FOIA at 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) provides the public interest st<:mdard that is to be 
used in determining whether a requestor has met the requirements for a fee \Vaiver. 
This subsection provides for the fee \Naiver" if disclosure of the information is in the 
public in.terest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of 
the operations or ac tivities of the government ~md is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requester." As the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 
Circuit analyzed, there me three criteria under the statute that the disclosure of the 
records must satisfy in order for tbe fee waiver to apply. Cause ofAction 11. Federal Trade 
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Commission, No. 13-2015 U.S. App. LEXIS 14934 (D.C. Cir. 2015). That court stated the 
criteria as follows: 

(1) shed light on " the operations or activities of the government"; 
(2) be "likely to contribute significantly to public understm1ding" of those 
operations or activities; and 
(3) not be" p rimarily in the commercial interest of the requester.'11 

As discussed below, the records sought by ALGF meet this stmdard. 

A. Records Sought By ALGF Will Shed Light on the Operations or 
Activities of the IRS 

Under th.is criterion, the bar is lovv and one need only look to the nature of the records 
requested and then determine whether these records concern the operations or activities 
of the government. In the instance case, the records sought by ALGF relate solely to the 
IRS' functions as <m. agency of the United States in ho"v it is admirustering its travel 
program <md whether it is abiding by the requirements of the Federal Travel 
Regulations in how it approves premiw11 travel. No records sought relate to any purely 
private sector ac tivity. As such, ALGF's FOIA request concerns the operations <.mel 
a.c livilies of lh e government and d isclosw·e of lhe records will shed Ughl on lhese 
operations and activities. 

B. Records Sought By the ALGF are Likely To Contribute Significantly 
to Public Understanding of the IRS' Operations Or Activities 

The records sought by ALGF' s FOIA retJUesl have not previously been released to the 
public domain . The request specifically excludes all records that have been released to 
the public. As such the public has little or no current underst<mding of them. 

The key fac tor to determining ·whether disclosure of tl1e records sought is likely to 
contribute to the public understanding of government operations or ac livities is 
whether these records are currently in the public domain. Judicial ·watch, Inc. 11. 

Department of Justice, 365 F.3d 1108 (D.C. Cir. 2004).2 Therefore <my disclosure of tl1e 
records sought will increase the p ublic's umlerst<:mding of how the IRS is administering 
its travel program as discussed above. Upon receipt of the requested records ALGF will 
perform extensive analysis of these records. We have <:m experienced research and legal 
staff who will carefully scrutinize any responsive records provided. After completing 
our analysis ALGF will publish its findings using the med ia described belo·w. 

1 Id., at 14-15. 
2 As an aside, if the records sought were in the public domain then the presen t FOIA request would be 
tu:mecessary and would not have been filed as ALGF would si.rnply use a public dom.ain source to review 
the records which it seeks. 
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ALGF regularly publishes information on the activi ties, structure, <.md operations of the 
federal goven1ment. Th is information is distributed to a large number of diverse 
individuals across the entire nation. The records sought are of the type which ALGF 
regularly provides to the public through its publications, email <md social media 
distributions, <:m.d nevvs website, netrightdaily.com. By way of exmnple, on a typical day 
our materials are published to over 100,000 individuals. Many of these 100,000 
individuals t.md their respective entities republish our ma terials which ·we p rovide free 
of charge an.d vlithout copyright restrictiort, allowing for wide dispersal of these 
materials. Additionally, ALGF' s staff are frequent guests on national media outlets 
speaking to hundreds of thousands of individuals at a time reg;;u·ding the activities of 
the federal government. As such, even though not required in order to obtain a fee 
waiver, ALGF publishes its editorial content to a broad audience.3 The records received 
from the IRS will be made p<:ut of unique editorial content, as further discussed below, 
and disseminated through these distribution channels. As such, the disclosure of the 
regues led infonnalion will conlribule lo Lhe pubUc undersl<Ulding of Lhe operalions cmd 
activities of th e IRS. 

On the issue of whether the increase in public understanding will be signifie<:mt, one 
court has observed, 'these two criteria [public tU1derstml.ding cmd significcmce are] 
hopelessly in tertwined' ." National Resources Defense Co11ncil, Inc. 11. United States 
Environmental Protection. Agency, 581 F.Supp.2d 491,8 (S.D.N.Y. 2008, quoting Project on 
Military Procurement IJ. Dep't oJNmryJ, 710 F.Supp. 362, 5 n.8 (D. D.C. 1989). 

As noted above, the requested records have not been reported in the public domain. 
ALGF has <:m experienced research <:md legal staff who will carefully scrutinize <:my 
responsive records provided. ALGF will perform analysis of the information found in 
these records to better tmderstand how the IRS is adm.inistering its travel program. ~:md 
whether :it is following the requirements of the Federal Travel Regulations as concern 
premium travel as discussed above. Since the public has little, if any, present 
understanding of th ese issues, any further information published via the methods 
described above will constitute a significant increase in th e public underste:mding of 
these issues when compared with the level of public understanding n 1rrently existing. 

3 As the D.C. Cu·cttit has held, "The statute requires on ly that the disclosme be likely to contribute 
significantly to 'public' understanding:" Cnuse o{Action, supra, at 16. '1To the contrary, we have held that 
'proof' of the abihty to d issem.inate the released inf<.1rma tion to a broad cross-sc .. : bon <.1£ the public is not 
required." IJ.., quoting Judicial Wntch. Inc. v. Dep't ~{Justice, 365 F.3d 1108, 1126 (D.C. Cir. 2004). 
Regardless, ALGF does reg.tlru:ly publish to a wide <mdience. 
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C. Disclosure of the Information Requested Is Not Primarily In the 
Commercial Interest of ALGF 

The two factors here consider whether the requester has a commercial interest in the 
requested information and if so whether the magnitude of the commercial interest, if 
<my, is sufficiently small in comparison to the public interest in disclosure. As discussed 
below, ALGF does not .have a commercial interest in the disclosure of the records, <md 
as such should be grcmted a fee waiver. 

:i. ALGF Does Not Have A Commercial Interest In The Disclosure 
Of The Requested Documents 

The central focus of the <malysis in determining whether the fee waiver is in the public 
interest is whether the public rather than the requestor is the primary beneficiary of the 
release of the information. "The statute indicates that tb.e issue to be considered by the 
agency is whether furnishing the information will primarily beilefit the public at large 
or whether any benefit will inure primarily to the specific individual requesting the 
documents." Eudey v. Central Intelligence Agem~;, 478 F.Supp. 1175, 1177 (D.D.C. 1979). 
In the inst<:mt case, the records sought V\ill be used to further the public's understandin.g 
of the operations e:md activities of the IRS as described above. We are a nonprofi t 
organization, offering free expert an.alysis on a variety of policy issues, cu1d welcome 
republication of om materials in order to get the irtfom1ation to as wide an audience as 
possible. The records sought will be disserninated v\ridely to parties interested in the 
workings of the govemment e:md as such will not inure primarily to the benefit of the 
requestor. Further, the records sought have no .market value. vVhile certc.1in types of 
records, such as technical data that is not easy to obtain, may have some market value, 
that is no t the case with the records ALGF requested. 

Therefore, we have no commercial interest in the disclosure of the records. 

n. Any Identified Commercial Interest is Small In Comparison With 
the Public's Interest In Disclosure 

Evert if ALGF should be found to have a commercial interested in the requested 
records, its interest would be minimal in comparison to the magnitude of the public's 
interest knowing how the IRS is administering its travel program, how much money it 
is spending on. premium lravel. and whether .it is abidtng by the requirements of the 
Federal Travel Regulations as discussed above. 
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II. ALGF Is a Representative of the News Media, and as such, ALGF's 
Request for a Fee Waiver Should be Granted 

Based on the previous arguments, the nature of ALGF' s work, and the description given 
in the FOIA at 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(Il), ALGF is a 1' representative of the news 
media.." 

The definition of the plu·ase 11 representative of the news media" was described by Sen. 
Leahy, a sponsor of the bill that put this language in the U.S. Code as, 1

' any person or 
organization which regularly publishes or disseminated information to the public . .. 
should qualify for waivers as a 'representative of tbe nevvs media'." National Security 
Archive 11. U.S. DepartJnent of D~fi:mse, 880 F.2d 1381, 6 (D.C. Cir. 1989), quoting 132 Con g. 
Rec. S14298 (daily ed. September 3(\ 1986) (statement of Sen. Leahy). As fur ther stated 
by tl.1e D.C. Circuit, 

A representative of the news media is, in essence, a person or entity that gathers 
information of potential interest to a segment of the public, uses its editorial 
skills to turn the raw r.naterials into distinct work, and distributes that work to an 
audience. 

National Security Archiz1e v. U.S. Department of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381, 7 (D.C. Cir. 1989). 

It was this definition from the D.C. Circuit that was codified by Congress wh.en it 
amended the FOIA in 2007. 

There are three elements to being a representative of the news media: (1) gathering 
il1formation; (2) using editorial skills to create distinct work; (3) and distribution of that 
distinc t work to an audience. As demonstrated below, ALGF clearly meets all three 
elements. 

First, ALGF uses its FOIA program and other resources to gather information. We have 
filed hundreds of requests with every federal executive department, numerous 
indepen dent agencies, m1d as well as numerous state m1d local agencies. These FOIA 
requests have resulted in ALGF gathering tens-of-thous<.mds of pages of responsive 
records. Additiona.lly ALGF has a full time research staff th,at actively gathers 
information using methods other than the FOIA process. As such, ALGF meets the 
"gathers" element. 

Secon<-·t ALGF uses its editorial skill to take the raw material received from its FOIA 
<md other research efforts and turn it into unique editorial content. We create several 
pieces of unique editorial content every business day. TI1e unique editorial pieces 
created by ALGF concern a wide variety of issues and are created to infom1 the public 
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on these issues. As such, ALGF meets the "uses editorial ski!Js to create distinct work" 
element. 

Third, as described in detail above, ALGF regularly publishes these unique editorial 
pieces on the activities, s tructure, <:md operations of the federal government. 

The fact that ALGF utilizes electronic means as the primary vehicle for d is tribution of 
our un.ique ed.i torial content does not ch ange th.e <malys i.s. See, Electronic Prir1acy 
Infonnation Center 1''. Deparlmellt of Defense, 241 F.Supp.2d 5, 14 (D.D.C. 2003), ''The fact 

that EPIC's newsletter is disseminated via the Internet to subscribers' e-mail addresses 
does not change the <:malysis." 

The records sought from th.e IRS ·will be reviewed, analyzed, made part of unique 
editorial content, and published through the distribution ch annels described above. As 
such, ALCF meels the "publishes'' elemenl. 

Therefore, the ALGF' s request for a fee waiver should be granted. In the evet"\t that a fee 
Vv'aiver is not granted, please inform me before taking <:my action th a t would result in 
the incurrence of fees by ALGF. 

Conclusion 

Pursuan.t to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i) please provide the requested documents \Yithin 20 
days. If for som.e reason all o f the requested documents c<mnot be provided within 20 
days I request that doctunents that are available vvithin th.e 20 day time period be 
provided first and ll1at when the remaining documents subsequently become available 
that they be provided at that time. 

If reasonably possible I request that responsive records be provided in elech·onic form 
<md emailed to me at the files a1·e too large to email, I request 
that thev be CDs or DVDs cmd mailed to me a t the 

-' 

following address: 

Americans for Limited Government 
10332 Main Street 
No. 326 
Fairfax, VA 22030 

If you have <my questions regarding this FOIA request please con tact me a t 
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Th;;mk you in advance for your assist<mce. 

Ref# ALCFOIA2016-027 
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INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

Date: November 01 , 2016 

To: CPU 

FAX TRANSMISSION 
Cover Sheet 

PAGE 1 OF 5 

~IRS 

Address/Organization:----------------------------

Fax Number: (877) 807-9215 Office Number: -----------------------

From: 

Address/Organization: Internal Revenue Service 

Fax Number:---------------- Office Number: 

Number of pages: EJ Including cover page 

Subject: TLS request 

Please create a case in AFOIA for the attached request. Thanks . .. 

This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it is addressed and may contain confidential information that is privileged, 
confidential and exempt from discloSLJre Linder applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient, yoLJ are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited by the provisions of the Internal Revenue code. If you have received this 
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately by telephone. Thank you. 
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10/1712016 Online FOIA Queue - Treasury DO #201 6~1 0~094 

. g:~~ 
gof.,Sll~:}r,~ Q!~FOIJ\. t•1a tHlif.le!r , Online FOIA Queue : (no title) 

Onl•ne FOJA 10 

Firs l l-.lame 

Last Name 

Company Orqani~aoon 

Phone Number 

Fax Nurnb~r 

So-eetAddress t.mel 

So-eet Addre~s L•n~2 

Stare 

Zop 

cc,unrry 

Ema11 Address 

Oehverv ~~ thOO 

Bureau 

Request Type 

R-equest Fee \'/anrer 

Request E>pedoted Prooessmg 

WoH Pay Up To 

full Name 

Created Date 

Processed Stao.os 

Exp.ed•ted Procass.ng Justificabon 

Expedoted Request Date 

Fee wa~ver .Lsolicat1on 

Fee \...,,·a~ver Peaut:st Date 

O•ate<lat 10/lo/20!68. !5Ff'~by$pi<'Jmn 
la;t mcdified at i0/16/2016 8:15PM by SpAdn>n 

65l <3~3-4375 

1'1/A 

N/A 

867 5 w Oiv mp1c B lvd 

N/A 

LosAngo;les 

CA 

'30035 

N/A 

N/l>. 

Elec~ron•c C<:>Pv 

Departmental OHices tHeadquarters) 

I request 311 d<:~o..unents mvoh·•ng the US Department of the Treasury's 1nteracoon ·~·m.1"'1 pr.,ducers .,.f !he recently release f•lm The 
Accruntant. starnng Ben A.ffleck. 

FQIA 

0 

0.00 

IQ/l7/allo 12:13:36 .JlM 

N~w 

N/A 

N}.l>. 

In order to help you determ,ne my status f01 ltl~ purpose of assessing f.ee-s .. vou shou)d know that I am a representauve of the news 
med1a V\:th G1zmodo (recently acqUired by l t'uv;s1on) and th1s request IS made as pa(t of news IJ.:uhenng and not for canmeroal use. 
am wiJin-.g to pay up to $25 I requ'!!st tt-.at fees be wawed [f poten oal f~es ~ IC<:-ed $25 pleas-e •nform me first 

2016·10-16 08:13:35 

' 
L .. 

https://app.tr easuryecm.gov/sites/GoFoiaJLists/Olli neF OIAQueue/Di spF crm .aspx710=634&Soor ce=https%3A%2F%2Fapp%2Etreasuryecm %2Egov%2F sites.. 1/1 
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Gizmodo 
8675 W. Olympic Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90035 

Dear Mr. 

D EPARTMENT O F THE: TRE.,A..SURY 
V/ASH!NG'TON, D.C. 

October 31,2016 

Re: 2016-10-094 

PAGE 3 OF 5 

This Jetter acktlO\\t)edges the receipt of your Freedom oflnfonnation Act (FOIA) request to the 
Department ofthe Treasury, dated October 17, 2016. You have requested documents "involving 
the US Department of the Treasury's interaction with producers ofthe recently release film ll1e 
Accountant, starring Ben Aftleck.'' 

Upon review of your request, I have determined that the records you are requesting, should they 
exist, would be maintained by the Intemal Revenue Service (IRS). Accordingly, I have referred 
your request to the IRS. 111ey will reply to you directly. 

Fmther inquiries conceming this request should be directed to the IRS at the address below: 

Intemal Revenue Service 
IRS FOIA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
P.O. Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

FOIA Case :Manager, FOIA and Transparency 
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From: 
Sent: r 31, 2016 5:35AM 
To: 
Subject: FIN: FOIA request assistance (2016-10-094) 

Importance: High 

• Since we aren't sure about this one, let's take it, have it assigned to a TLS. The TLS can send a 
search memo to media relations. 

Thanks! !! 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: RE: FOIA request assistance (2016-10-094) 
Importance: High 

Good morning! 

Please see my email below. I haven' t seen a response from you yet and w<:mted to check one last time 
before referring this request to the IRS. Thanks! 

Sincerely, 

From: 
Sent: 
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To: 
Su ect: FOIA request assistance 
Importance: High 

Good ailemoon! 

PAGE 5 OF 5 

We received a FOIA request for the following: ''I request all docurnents involving the US Department oft he 
Treasury's interaction with producers of the recently release film The Accountant, starring Ben Affleck. ' ' 
I did a Google search on the movie and it mentions "Treasury 's Crime Enforcement Division"- and when I 
Googled that phrase, FinCEN and IRS both came up. 

Before assigning it to either/both of your Bureaus I thought I' d ask to see if either of your Bureaus would 
handle this request. 

Thanks! 
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October 28, 2016 

Via FcdEx 

INTERNAL REVENUE 
Data Service 

NOV 0 1 2016 

Internal Revenue Service ~traltzed Proc:easlnQ Unit 

FOJA Requests AUanta, GA 

Headquarters Disclosure Office 
4800 Buford Highway - Stop 93 - A 
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This is a request under the .freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §.552. This office · 
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client 
we are seeking the following documents: 

Note: The terin Nonfilers as used ·in this FOIA request is defined as taxpayers who have requested 
an e~tension of time to file a tax return but who do not file a tax return by the extended due date. 

1.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting:the number o(nonfilers with 
expired extensions who have not filed a tax return for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, and 20i6. · 

2.) Copies -of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting whether or not the IRS· 
implemented measures to· effectively identify .and address delinqu~nt individual taxpaye~s with 
expired extensions of time to file a tax return for the years 20.10, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 
and 2016. · 

3.) Copies of any ~ata, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of nonfilers with 
expired extensions that have been notified of their delinquency by the· IRS for the years 2010, 
2011,2012,2013,2014, 2015, and 2016. 

4.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of nonfilers with 
expired extensions that have been notified of their delinquency by the IRS for the years 2010, · 
2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016 and then subsequently filed a tax return. 



5.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of high-income 
nonfilers with expired extensions who have not filed a tax return for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

6.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of high-income 
nonfilers With expired extensions that have been notified of their delinquency by the IRS for the 
years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

7.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of high-income 
nonfilers with expired extensions that have been notified of their delinquency by the IRS for the 
years 2010,2011,2012, 2013,2014,2015, and 2016 and then subsequently filed a tax return. 

8.) Copies of any data, reports or lists of nonfiier iniatives implemented by the IRS to increase 
taxpayer compliance for the years 2010,2011, 2012, 2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

9.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of nonfiiers who 
are IRS employees with expired extensions and who have not filed a tax return for the years 2010, 
2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 201.6. 

10.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of nonfilers who 
are IRS employees with expired extensions that have been notified of their delinquency by the IRS 
for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

11.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of nonfilers who 
are IRS employees with expired extensions that have been notified of their delinquency by the IRS 
for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016 and then subsequently filed a tax 
return. 

12.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of nonfilers with 
expired extensions who have not filed a tax .return for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, and 2016 and who have not been notified by the IRS of their delinquency. 

13.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of nonfilers with 
expired extensions who have not filed a tax return for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, and 2016 and who have been notified by the IRS of their delinquency. 

14.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the amount of money 
collected by the IRS for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016 from nonfilers 
with expired extensions who did not file a tax return for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, and 2016 after they had received a delinquency notice from the IRS. 

15.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the amount of money 
collected by the IRS for the years 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015 and 2016 from high-income 
nonfilers with expired extensions who did not file a tax return for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013,2014,2015, and 2016 after they had received a delinquency notice from the IRS. 
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16.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of nonfilers with 
expired extensions who still did not file a tax return for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 
20 15, and 2016 after they had received a delinquency notice from the IRS. 

17.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of high-income 
nonfilers with expired ex~ensions who still did.not file a tax return for the years 2010,2011,2012, 
2013, 20 14,. 2015, and 2016 after they had re.ceived a delinquency notice from the IRS. 

18.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the estimated amount of 
money owed to the IRS for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016 by nonfilers 
and high-income nonfilers with expired extensions who have not filed a tax return for the years 
2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

J 9.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting how the IRS arrived at the 
number of taxpayers who file no tax returns for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 and 
2016. 

20.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting how the IRS arrived at the 
number of taxpayers who underreport income for the years 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 
and 2016. 

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under 
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose apy such docum~nts despite such 
conclusion, If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt 
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all 
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and 
conspicuously indicated. 

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to 
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s) 
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not 
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess 
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I 
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities ot individuals believed to have 
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such documents might otherwise 
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the 
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each -such federal agency, other entity or 
individual. 

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to this request. If you anticipate that the 
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being advised thereof in advance of the 
assembly of those records and the estimated charge in excess of $500, if any, for doing so. If the 
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For 
Efficient Government. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should 
know that I am an "Other" Requester seeking information for non-commercial or personal use. 

3 



I request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within 
ten (10) days of the submission of this request, even if you should .find it necessary to extend the 
initial ten (1 0) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested 
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the 
IRS. 

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to: 

As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver 's license. 

Request for Expedited Processing 

The-Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing 
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.1 3.8.4 
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client 
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating 
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Governmen t 
activity. 

CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information 
to the pubUc regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG's mission 

4 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG''s goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educatjng lawmakers and bringing 
to their at!ention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 



which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/missioil-statement/ (last 
accessed October 27, 2016) (emphasis added). 

CFEG is engaged in reporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government. 
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the 
public concerning actual or alJeged Federal Government activity. 

Waiver of Fees Requested 

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states: 

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the 
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public 
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is J)Ot primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requestor. 

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision 'was added to FOIA 'in an attempt to prevent 
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests' 
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes, 
nonprofit public interest groups." Better Gov't Ass'n v. Dep't of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C. 
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial 
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312 
(D.C. Cir. 2003). 

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the 
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service's operations 
or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the agency's operations 
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public's understanding of 
the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly 
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) wilJ significantly contribute to the 
public's understanding of the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (the information 
is not already available to the general public). 

II(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will 
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government 

This FOIA requests records pertaining to nonfilers with expired extensions and who have not filed 
a tax return. The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better 
inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

5 



The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public's 
understanding of the IRS's operations and activities with respect to nonfilers with expired 
extensions and who have -not filed a tax return. 

II(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters; 
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge 

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS. 

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed 
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to nonfilers with expired extensions and who have 
not filed a tax return. 

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows: 

6 

1. By hosting the disclosed Information on the website of the Committee for Efficient 

Government ("CFEG"), http://www.cfegov .org/home/. CFEG' s mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG' s goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed October 27, 20 16) (emphasis added). 

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing 
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes 
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of 
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been 
victimized can seek help. 



CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of 
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and 
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem. 
CFEG's website also bas .resources to help the public. contact their elected officials to 
share the.ir views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which 
will shed Light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to nonfilers with expired 
extensions and who have not filed a tax return . 

The inf0rmation will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase 
the public's understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be 
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG's 
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with 
ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals 
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency. 

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost. 
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating 
government waste. They do not stand to gain any c0mmercial benefit as a resuit of the 
dissemination of these materials. 

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any 
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points rajsed above, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

I look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with 
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to 
advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any 
further questions regarding this re.quest, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you. 

Encl0sure 

7 
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October 22, 2016 

Internal Revenue Service 

HQFOIA 

Stop211 

PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

Dear Disclosure Manager.;· 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 

I request that a copy of the following documents be provided to· me: 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
DATA SERVICE 

NOV:O 1 2016 

Cenlnlllzed Proc:eselng Unit 
Atlanta, QA 

Federal liens against 

releases, if they are 

2012 and September 2015. I am also requ~sting the 

The liens·should be filed under the following names a.nd address: 

I do not wish to inspect the documents first. 

In order to determine. my status for the applicability of fees, you should know that I am a representative 
of the news media with KFOR- n.t, and this request is made as part of the newsgathering and not for 

commercial use. 

As proof of my identity, I am including a photocopy of my driver's license and rriy KFOR-n.t business 
card. I hope this request wiU be handled promptly as it is a matter. our news organization has 

determined the public should know as soon as possible. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

. · .. ' .. 
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From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Tue Nov 1 14:06:24 2016 MDT Page 1 of 2 

FOIA REQUEST 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

Owner /Founder 

The Black Vault 

htt.Q:LLwww.theblackvault.com 

Toll Free: (800) 456-2228 

International: 1 (818) 655-0474 

Fax: (818) 659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/01/2016 3:07PM (GMT-05:00) 



From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Tue Nov 1 14:06:24 2016 MDT Page 2 of 2 

FOIA REQUEST 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 

Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a 11 representative of 

the news media. 11 I am a freelance television producer often working on 

documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured 

throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as 

well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 

john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal 

mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all weekly or 

monthly FOIA program internal status reports for your agency during calendar 

years 2015 and 2016. These could be either individual reports or part of another, 

more inclusive, internal administrative report. By the term internal status report, 

I mean any periodic (i.e., weekly or monthly) internal report (or email) on the 

activities and/or accomplishments of the FOIA Office to managers at your agency. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your 

response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

 

 

YOU CAN FAX RESPONSES AND DOCUMENTS TO: 1-818-659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/01/2016 3:07PM (GMT-05:00) 



11/04/2015 02: 19 

To: 
IRS FO lA Office 
~ 77 ,.. 111 - to 3 s 

FOIA request 

Date: 
Nov. 4,· 2016 

PAGE 01/03 

1)6AK l~4 fot~ O+~~co: 
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11/04/2016 2 : 19 PAGE 02/03 

Reporte lumbia University 
; th 

601 W. i112 St. Apt. l AD 

Novem~er 4, 2016 

Dear Disclosure Manager: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 

I request that a copy of the following documents be provided to me: 
; 

- ;All transcripts1 audio re~ordings and/or video recordings of interviews that 
· nt with the Internal Revenue Service, Crimina l Investigation 

' 

Please ~ote that - onducted the interviews as part of a criminal complaint against ­
- in the Eastern District of New York federal court. - repeatedly refers to t he · 
~in an affidavit filed as rt ofthe case. The case number, should it be hel in located the 
documents I am requesting, is United States of America against 

I do no( wish to inspect the documents first . In order to determine my status for t he applicability of fees, 
you shd,uld know that I am a member of t he news media and student ih t he School of Journa lism at 
Columbia University. This request Is made as pa rt of newsgatherl ng and not for co mmercia l use. 

As proof of identity I am including a photocopy of my driver's license and my current ident ification for 
Columbia, as well as my current business card. 

I reque~ a waiver of all fees for thls request. Disclosure of the requested information t o me is in the 
public interest because it Is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or 
actlvltle~ of the government and is not primarily in my commercial interest. . ! 

I am wilfing to pay fees for this request up to a maximum of $100. If you estimate that the fees will 
exceed this limit, please Inform me fi rst. 

r consideration of t his request. Please do not hesitate to reach me at 
should you have any questions. 

2 

r 

RECEIVED BV IRS - EEFAX 11/04/20 16 1 : 19PM (GMT- 05:00) 
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November 1, 2016 

Rhonda O'Reilly 
FOI.A ContaCt 
IRS FOIA request, Stop 211 

P.O. Box 621506 

Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

To whom it may concern: 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
Data Ser'Jtce 

NOV 0 4 2016 

Cemral!zed Processing Unit 
Atl.enta, GA 

Pursl,.lant to the provisions of the Freedom of Information· Act, I hereby 
request a copy pfthe following records: 

A copy of each weekly or monthly FOIA program internal status report 
for the Internal Revenue Service during calendar years 2015 and 2016. 

These may be either separate reports or they may be a segment of 
another, more inclusive, internal administrat ive report. 

By the term internal. status report, I mean any P-eriodic.(i.e., weekly or 
montnly) intern·a! report (or email) on the activities and/or 

~<:.~Q.mpl ~~-~!)'le_f)~S ·~f ~.he FOI~ Office:to managers at the IRS. 

1 preter to receive the records in electronic format if practicable. Please 
relea·se~ all segr.egable releasable records. 

This is an individ.l!lal noncommercial request. I agree to pay up to $25 for 
applicable fe.es ·if .nec:essary. 

· ' IJ } -

· .. . . , . , . 
· -··· - ·~ --· ~ ~ - ' . :. -





11/04/2016 2:59:07 PM - 0400 FAXCOM 

~ COZEN 
~)o'cONNOR 

A f\nOIC8810~J/\L COnf\OnATION 

PAGE 1 OF 4 

ONE LIBERTY PLACE 1650 MARKET STREET, SUITE 2800 PHILADELPHIA, PA 19103-4201 

215.665.2000 1.800.523.2900 215.665.2013 FAX vvvtvv.cozen.com 

FROM : 

8ENDER'8 FAX: 

SENDER'S PHONE: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

TOTAL PAGES 

MESSAGE: 

November 04, 2016 

IRS FOIA Request 

4 

FACSIMILE 

RECIPIENT: 

RECIPIENT FAX: 

Request 

077-007-921~ 

OF COZEN O'CONNOR. 

THANK YOU. 

IF YOU DO NOT RECEIVE ALL PAGES, PLEASE CALL THE SENDER or 1.800.523.2900 IMMEDIATELY 

RECEIVED BY I RS - EEFAX 11/04/2016 2:00PM CGMT- 05:00) 
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November 4, 2016 

VIA FACSIMILE 

IRS FOIA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
P 0. Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

Re: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST ("fOIA"l 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

PAGE 2 OF 4 

~ COZEN 
\__) O'CONNOR 

This is a request made pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 
552, et feg., as amended. This FOIA request specifically seeks the documentation and 
1ntorma 1on Jdentltled 1n Attachment A relating to the lnstttute tor Islamic and Arabtc ~ctences 1n 
America ("IIASA"). 

I agree to pay any applicable fee, to a limit of $500.00, required for this information 
pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act. If you expect that the costs associated with 
responding to this request will exceed that limit, please contact me prior to processing this 
request. 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly. 

Regards, 

28562321\1 

One Liber!y Place 1650 Market Street Suite 2800 Philadelphia, PA 19103 

215.665.2000 800.523.2900 215.665.2013 Fax cozen.com 

RECEIVED BY I RS - EEFAX 11/04/2016 2 : 00PM (GMT- 05 : 00) 
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ATTACHMENT A 

I am requesting any and all responsive documents and materials in the"·''"'"""'""' 
Internal Revenue Service ("lRS") referring or relating to 

for the time period commencing August 1, 1 
through Di>ce1.nher 31 , 7008 

• Terrorism Investigations - Any and all documents referring or relating to 
investigations or inquiries conducted by the IRS conceming: (i- support 
for, or connections to, any rerrorist, criminal, radical , or extremist organizations, 
groups, individuals, or activities; and/or (ii- role in promoting or 
propagating extremist interpretations oflslam (Wahhabism) in the United States. 

• Raid - Any and all documents referring or relating to the raid 
on or about - . Responsive documents 

are 1m to: the se~t and all documentation 
filed in support of the search warrant application, and copies of aJl documents 
seized during th~ raid. 

• lnterviews!lnterrogations- Any and all documents refetTing or relating to 
interviews or interrogations of individuals employed by. and/or associated with, 

- · Rc~po~sivc materials shull include, but nrc not. limited to. trnnncript:J, 
~andior v1deo tapes, reports, memoranda, summanes, records and 

correspondence. 

Revocation of Diplomatic Visa - Any and all doclm1ents referring or relating to 
the U.S. govenunent's decision to revoke diplomatic visas of individuals 
employed by, and/or associated with,- . Responsive documents shall 
include but are not limited to reports, memoranda, or lists identifying each 
individual who had their visa revoked by the U.S. govenunent and/or were forced 
to leave the United States. 

• Deportation - Any and all documents refening or relating to the U.S. 
government's decision to deport individuals employed by, and/or associated with, 
- from the United States. Responsive documents shall include, but are not 
Wnited to, all documents relating to dep011ation hearings or proceedings,. and any 
correspondence, memoranda, repo1ts. or other materials relating to the 
individual· s deportation. 

• Communications with U.S. Government Departments and Agencies- Any and all 
documents referring or relating to - which the IRS sent to, and/or received 
from, other U.S. government departments and agencies, including but not limited 
to: Department of State; Department of Justice; Immigration and Naturalization 
Service; Federal Bureau oflnvestigation; Central Intelligence Agency~ 
Department of the Treasury; and Department of Homeland Security. 

RECEIVED BY IRS - EEFAX 11/04/2016 2:00PM (GMT-05:00) 



11/04/2016 2:59:07 PM - 0400 FAXCOM PAGE 4 OF 4 

• Conununications with Foreign Governments or International Bodies- Any and all 
documents referring or relating t~ which the IRS sent to, and/or received 
from, foreign governments or international bodies. including but not limited to: 
the Kin!!dom of Saudi Arabia. 

• All other documents and materials in your possession, custody or control that 
refer or relate t- . . 

LEGAL\2856~3351 1 ooooo(I(JO() ooon 1743fJ.OOO 

2 

RECEIVED BY IRS - EEFAX 11/04/2016 2:00PM (GMT-05:00) 



From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Fri Nov 4 15:13:03 2016 MDT Page 1 of 2 

FOIA REQUEST 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

Owner /Founder 

The Black Vault 

htt.Q:LLwww.theblackvault.com 

Toll Free: (800) 456-2228 

International: 1 (818) 655-0474 

Fax: (818) 659-7688 
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To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 
Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative of 
the news media." I am a freelance television producer often working on 
documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured 
throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as well. 
Exan1ples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via en1ail to 
john@greenewald.com or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal mail. Please contact me 
should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all emails to or 
from Commissioner John Koskinen, that contain the following keyword: 

CLINTON 

Although I have filed a sitnilar request in the past, under FOIA Case F16313-0005, 
I would like to refile for the time fratne after the responsive documents released 
and given to me then. So this would be approximately December 2015 to the date 
of processing this request. 

I please ask that with the state of the current political climate, and public interest in 
the 2016 election, I would like to request this response be expedited. I also feel 
with my unique ability to dissen1inate the responsive records to a large audience on 
theblackvault.com, that the expedition is warranted. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your 
response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 
 
 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/04/2016 5:13PM (GMT-04:00) 



From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Fri Nov 4 15:58:38 2016 MDT Page 1 of 2 

FOIA REQUEST 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

Owner /Founder 

The Black Vault 

htillJLY.~L'L'Llfll.:.tbgQ.Lq_~k~i!.Ylt:.~QJJl 

Toll Free: (800) 456-2228 

International: 1 (818) 655-0474 

Fax: (818) 659-7688 
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From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Fri Nov 4 15:58:38 2016 MDT Page 2 of 2 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 

Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a "representative of 

the news media!' I am a freelance television producer often working on 

documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured 

throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as 

well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 

john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal 

mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

On July 20, 2016, H.R. 4904, the Megabyte Act was signed into law. The act 

requires agencies to maintain software license inventories and find ways to 

optimize software usage to save taxpayer dollars, lowering the chances of 

mummified, wasteful technology spending. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of the most 

recent inventory of software licenses at your agency. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your 

response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

 

 

FAX 1-818-659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 11/04/2016 5:59PM (GMT-04:00) 
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Via Certified Mail 

IRS FOlA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

Ryan Law, 

~CAUSE 
=,of ACTION 

INSTITUTE 
Advocates for Government Accountnbllity 

A 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Corporation 

November 3, 2016 

Director, FOlA and Transparency 
Treasury Departmental Offices FOIA 
1500 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Washington, DC 20220 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Internal Revenue Service and Treasury FOIA Offices: 

IN712RNAL REV 
DATA s:~~~:ERVICE 

NOV 0 8 2016 

Cenflallzed Processt 
AUanra, GA ng Unit 

I write on behalf of Cause of Action Institute ("Co A Institute"), a nonprofit strategic 
oversight group committed to ensuring government decision--making is open, honest, and fair . 1 

In carrying out its mission, CoA Institute uses various investigative and legal tools to educate the 
public about the importance of government transparency and accountability. 

In furtherance of that mission, we are examining the Internal Revenue Service ("IRS") 
proposed rulemaking on Section 2704 of the Internal Revenue Code.2 The IRS claims that its 
proposed new regulations are exempt from the Regulatory Flexibility Act ("RF A").3 If an 
agency believes that a proposed regulation is exempt from the RFA, it must certify as much to 
the Small Business Administration's ("SBA") Chief Counsel for Advocacy.4 

1 See CAUSE OF ACTION INST., About, www.causeofaction.org/about/. 
2 See Estate, Gift, and Generation-Skipping Transfer Taxes; Restrictions on Liquidation of an Interest, 81 Fed. 
Reg. 51,413 (Aug. 4, 20 16) (to be codified at 26 C.P.R. pt. 25). 
3 !d. at 51,418. The RFA is codified at Chapter 6 ofTitl~ 5 ofthe U.S . Code. 
4 5 u.s.c. § 605(b). 

1875 Eye St, NW 
Suite 8oo 

Washington, DC 20006 
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.. i '; . : 
, ... ··: ·.Riij~u:~nno the Ereedom oHnforinatioh.Act, S U. S.C. § 552 ("FOIA"), Co A Institute 
requests access to the following recotds5 for the time period January 201 s to the present. 6 

. . (. . - . 

1. The RF A certification and ·any supporting statement or other supporting material that the 
IRS.s_em:Jo SBA ChiefCounsel for.Advocacy·in relation to the proposed new Section 

· : I 11' - ~2··- '7.··o·· 4·· ·. · 1 · • . .rues . 
• • • j 

· 2. All communications to and. from theSBA ChiefCoutisel. for Adv0cac;y relating to the 
proposed new Section 2704 rules. 

3. All records relating to the IRS proce$s of d_etetmining and supporting the position thatthe 
proposed new Section 2704 rules will not cause a "significant economic impact" and that 
they will . not aff~ct a "substantial number ofsmall entities.;'7 

4. All records relating to the IRS process of determining and· suppol'ting the position that 
"any economic impact on entitles affected by section 2.'704 . .. is derived from the· 
operation of the statut,e, or its intende~ application, and not from the proposed regulations 
in this notice of proposed rt1lemaking;" as stated in the notice of proposed rtilemakin·g. 8 

5.. All recOJ.:cls re;:fiecting which IRS .official(s) gave fmal approyal to issue the ptopos·ed new 
Section 2 704 rules. This item includes any records revealing whether any Assi'Stant 
Secretary within any component of the Department of the Treasury reviewed or approved 
the proposed new Sec;tion. 2 704 rules .. 

6. All communications between artyiRS .employee :or official involved in this· rulemaklng 
and anyone with im einail address containi'ng "@who.eop,gov" or "@omb.eop.gov'' 
relating to the proposed new .Section 27.04 nil~s . 

Request for a Public Interest Fee Waiver' 

CoA Institute ·.requests a waiver ofah)i·and all applicable .fees. FQIA, and applicable 
regulations, provide that the agency shall furnish reql)ested recQrds without or at· requced charge 
if "disclosure of the i.hforiilation is in the public interest becam;e it is li~ely to c.ontribute 
significantly to pUbl'ic lihderstanding of the operations or activitie_s of t&e .gov~mment and is not 
primarily in the coimnercial interest ofthe r.equester."9 The IRS proposed'11,1lemaking under 

5 The< term " record;' means' the entirety ofthe recqfd any porti9i1 o'fWhi<:h c.ontain:s responsive information. 
See Am. Immigration Lmvyers Ass"n V'. Exec. 0./fiC.e] orlrm'lfigratiol) Revie~v; 830 F.3d 667,.677-78 (D;C. Cir. 
20 16).(admonishing agency for withholding information as '-'non-responsive" bee(} use "nothing in the statute 
suggests that the agency may parse a responsive,reco(d to r:edact specific infonnation within it even.ifnone of 
the statutory ·exemptions shields thatinformation ·from disdosun!"). 
6 For purposes of this request,the terni "present" shou.Jd 'be CQ[Istrued liS the date on which the agency begins 
its search forresponsive ·records . See Pub. Citi"Ze.tl v. Dep 't (JfState, 276 F.3d 634 (D.C. Cir. 2002). 
7 5 U.S .G. ·§ 602(a)(l'). 
8 . . . . . 

81 Fed Reg. at51,418. 
9 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii);,.26 CF.R. § 601 .702(t)(2)(1); see.also Cause o[Ac((Qn ,;_ Fed. Trade Co.mm '11 , 
799 F,3d Ll 08, 1 115-:\9 (D.C. Cir. 20l5)(discussing propecapplicatlon ofpublic"iiiterest· fee •waivei; te~t). 
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Section 2704 has attracted interest from the public, 10 The requested records would significantly 
contribute to the public understanding of this rulemaking because the IRS has not yet made 
public the information underlying the rulemaking process or its claims for an RF A exemption. 
In addition, the requested records relate to a proposed rulemaking, which concerns the operations 
and activities of the government. 

CoA Institute has both the intent and ability to make the results of this request available 
to a reasonably broad public audience through various media. its staff has significant expertise 
in government oversight, investigative reporting, and federal public interest litigation. These 
professionals will analyze the information responsive to this request, use their editorial skills to 
turn raw materials into a distinct work, and share the resulting analysis with the public, whether 
through the Institute's regularly published online newsletter, memoranda, rep01ts, or press 
releases.'' In addition, as CoA Institute is a non~profit organization, as defined under Section 
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, it has no commercial interest in thi's request. 

Request To Be Classified as a Representative of the News Media 

For fee status purposes, CoA Institute also qualifies as a "representative of the news 
media" under FOIA. 12 As the D.C. Circuit recently held, the "representative of the news media" 
test is properly focused on the requestor, not the specific FOIA request at issue, 13 CoA Institute 
satisfies this test because it gathers information of potential interest to a segment of the public, 
uses its editorial skills to turn raw materials into a distinct work, and distributes that work to an 
audience. 14 Although it is not required by the statute, CoA Institute gathers the information that 
it publishes from a variety of sources, including FOIA requests, whistleblowers/insiders, and 
scholarly works. It does not merely make raw information available to the public, but rather 
distributes distinct work products, including articles, blog posts, investigative reports, 
newsletters, press releases, and congressional testimony and statements for the record. 15 These 

10 See, e.g., Kathleen Adcock, IRS Proposed New Regulations For §2704 -A Better Mouse Trap?, 
BLOOMBERG, ESTATE TAX 8LOG, Aug., 19,2016, http://bit.ly/2fc3Fuf; MCGUIREWOODS, Proposed Section 
2704 Regulations Wo~tld Impose Major Restrictions on Valuation Discount Planning, A!Jg. 5, 2016, 
http://bit.ly/2eoxKpc; Alistair M. Nevius, Proposed Regulations Would Affect Estate Valuation Discounts, THE 
TAX ADVISOR, Aug. 3, 2016, http://bit.ly/2fbXnL8. 
11 See also Cause of Action, 799 F.3d at 1125-26 (holding that public interest advocacy organizations may 
partner with others to disseminate their work), · 
12 5 U,S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(ID; 26 C.F.R. § 601 .702(f)(3)(ii)(B). 
13 See Cause of Action, 799 F.3d at 1121. 
14 CoA Institute notes that the agency's definition of "representative of the news media" (26 C.F.R. § 
60 1.702(f)(3)(ii)(B)) is in conflict with the statutory definition and controlling case law. The agency has 
improperly retained the outdated "organized and operated" standard that Congress abrogated when it provided 
a statutory definition in the OPEN Government Act of2007. See Cause of Action, 799 F.3d at 1125 
("Congress ... omitted the 'organized and operated' language when it enacted the statutory definition in 
2007 .... [Therefore,] there is no basis for adding an 'organized and operated' require1nent to the statutory 
definition."). Under either definition, however, CoA Institute qualifies as a representative of the news media. 
15 See, e.g., COA INSTITUTE, PRESIDENTIAL ACCESS TO 'PAXPAYER INFORMATION (Oct. 2016), available at 
http://coainst.org/2d7qTRY; CoA INSTITUTE, There is No Tenth Exemption, Aug. 17,2016, 
http://coainst.org/2doJhBt; Cause of Action Testifies Before Cong1'ess on Questionable White House Detail 
Program (May 19, 20 15), available at http://coainst.org/2aJ8UAA; COA INSTITUTE, 2015 GRADING THE 
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distinct works are distributed to the public through various media, ·including the Institute's 
website, Twitter, an:dFacebook. CoA Institute aiso provides up'dates tQ sul;?scribers·viae-mail. 

The statUtory definition of a "representati.ve of the hews media" c:o.ntemplat.es th~t 
orgariizations such as CoA Institute~ which el.ectronically dis·semihate information and 
publica:tiohs via "alternative media(,] shail be· considered to be news-media entities."16 In light 
of the foregoing, numerous federal ~gencies have appropriately recognized the lnstitute'·s news 
media status iii colinedion With.its .FOIA requests. 17 • 

Record Preservation Requirement 

CoA Institute. requests that thedisclosur:e .officer resgonsible fOf the processing of this 
request issue an irn.rnediate .hoid on.all records responsive, or: potentially responsive, to this 
request, so as to prevent their disposal until such ·time. as a fimil. detern1ination has been issued 611 

the request and any adtnirtistrative remedies for ~ppeal have been exl].a~st~d .. It is unlawful for 
an agency to destroy or dispose·ofarty tec0rd subject to a FOIA request. 18 

Record Production and .Contact Information 

In an ·effort to facilitate docuinerit review;·, please provide the · r~sponsive documents in 
electronic form in lieu. of a paper ·productibrt. I fa cenain portio11. of responsive records can .be 
produced more read.ily, CoA Institute requests that ~hQse records be produced fust and the 
remaining records be produced on a rolling basis as circumstances· permit. 1 

GovERNMENT REPORT CARD (Mar. 16,.20 15), available at.http://,coainst·.or.g/2as.088a; Cause of Action 
Launches Online Resourc¢i· E-iec.ut(•ieBrdnchEarmarks.com (Sept. 8, "201'4·), .a'i,iciilable cit 
http://coainst.org/2aJ8sm5; COt\ IN~TITI;ITE, GRADING HiE GOVERNMENT: 'How THE WH!TE HOWiE TARGETS 
DOCUMENT REQUESTERS (Mar: 18,;2014), available athttp://coainstorg/2aFWxUZ; CoA INSTITU<rE, 
GREENTECH.A(jTOMOTIYE: A VENTURECAPITALIZED BY CRONYISM (Sept. 2J, ?0 !.:3), ayailqble at 
http://coainst.org/2apTwqP; COA INSTITUTE, POLITICAL PROFITEERING: HOW FORESTCITY ENTERPRISES 
MAKES PRIVATE PROFITS A TTHE EXPENSE'Of AMERICAT\1 TAXPA:YERS PART I (Aug. 2, 2(}13 ); cniailt1ble at 
http://coainstorg/2aJh901 . 

i6 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II). 

'17 See, e:g ,, FOIA Request 1355038~000, Fed. Bureau oflnvestigation, Dep't of Justice (Aug.2, 20'16;~ FOIA 
Request CEPB-20 Hi-222, F, Consumer Fin. Prot. Bureau (Apr.2(), 20:! 6); FOIA Request-796939, Oep' t.of 
Labor(Mar. 7, 2016); FOU Request 20JS-HQF0-00691, Dep't of Homeland Sec. (Sept. 22, 2015); FOIA 
Request F-201 5-12930, I)epb qfState (Sept. ·2, 20 15);. FOIA Request l4AOJ -F~ . Dep't Qf Educ. {Al!g. J3, 
20 15); FOIA RequestHQ"201 Hll689~F, Dep't of Energy (Aug. 7,,:201 5);-, FOrA R~quest 2015-0SEG-04996-
F, Dep't of Agric. (Aug. ~ , ,20TS); FOIA Request 15-05002, Sec. & Exch: €on1111 ' n (Jt:lly 23, 20 115); F0IA 
Request 145-FOI-137.85, Dep't of)t~stice (Nn. 16,.20 15); FOIA Request20 15~26, Fed. Energy Regulatory 
Comm'n (Feb. 13, 2015); FOlA Request HQ.c2015-00248, Dep'tofEnergy (Nat'l Headqtiarters)(Dec. 15, 
2014); FOIA RequestF~2015-l06, Fed .. C.on11nc'o Coi1lt11'n (Dec. 12,,2014);; FOlAR.ecj~est HQ-2015-00245-
F, Dep't of En~rgy (Dec. 4, 20 14); FOIA Request LR•20.15-.0ll5,Nat'l Labor RelatiOns Bd. (Dec, I., 2().14). 

Is· see 36 C.F.R. § 123'0.3(b) ("Unlawful or accidental destruction (also called uhauthodzed,destruction) means 
. . . disposal.of a record,suoject to a FOIA,.request, litigation hold,. or any .other hold requYrement to retain the 
records."); Chambers v. Dep 'toft he lnte.rior, 568 F.3d 998, 1004-05 (O,C, Cir. 2009) f '[A]n agency is not 
shielded from liability lf lt inteiitio~ally transfers ·or destroys· a document·aftedthas ,been:requested under the 
fOlA[.]"); Judicial Watch, Inc. v..Dep .'tqfComrnerce, 34 F. Supp. 2d 28, 41-44(D.D~C ,. l998} 

ll 
!· 



Internal Revenue Service and Treasury FOlA Offices 
November 3, 2016 
Page 5 

about this request, please contact me at~r 
Thank you for your attention to this maner. 
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... 

November 7, 2016 

Via FedEx 

Internal Revenue Service 
FOIA Requests 
Headquarters Disclosure Office 
4800 Buford Highway - Stop 93 - A 
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093 · 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
DATA SERVICE 

NOV 0 9 2016 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act~ 5 U.S.C. §552. This office · 
represents Corilrriittee For Efficient. Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client 
we are seeking the following documents: 

Note: The term Frivoious Tax Argument as used in this FOIA request is ·defrned as a frivolous or 
incorrect interpretation of Federal tax laws used by individuals or businesses to support their 
claims that they are not subject to Federal tax Jaws. · 

I.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of Frivolous Tax 
ArgUm.ents used by taxpayers for each of the following years: 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014, 201>, 
and 2016. 

2.) Copies of any data, or lists reflecting the type of .Frivolous Tax Arguments used by t~p~yers 
for each of the fofloWing years: 20l0, 2011 , 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

3.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the IRS's policies to identify 
and prevent the avoidance ·of individual income tax based on Frivolous Tax Arguments for each 
of the following years: 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,2015, and 2016. 

4.) Copies of any data; reports or internal memorandums reflecting the IRS ' s procedures to 
identify and prevent .the avoidance of individual income tax based on Frivolous Tax Arguments 
for each of the fQllowing years: 2010,2011 , 2012, 2013, 201{ 2015, and 2016. 

5.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the IRS's programs to identify 
and prevent the avoidance of individual income taX based on Frivolous Tax Arguments for each 
of the following years: 2010, 2011, 20~2, 2013, 2014,2015, and 2016. 

0 



6.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the amount of revenue lost as 
a result of taxpayers using Frivolous Tax Arguments to avoid income tax for each of the following 
years: 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

7.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the IRS's policies to identify 
and prevent the avoidance of corporate income tax based on Frivolous Tax Arguments for each of 
the following years: 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,2015, and 2016. 

8.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the IRS's procedures to 
identify and prevent the avoidance of corporate income tax based on Frivolous Tax Arguments for 
each of the following years: 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

9.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the IRS's programs to identify 
and prevent the avoidance of corporate income tax based on Frivolous Tax Arguments for each of 
the following years: 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

10.) Copies of and a list ofthe IRS's employee training programs; training seminars and training 
conferences to identify and prevent the avoidance of individual and corporate income tax based on 
Frivolous Tax Arguments for each of the following years: 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, 
and 2016. 

11.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the amount of money 
potentially paid as a result of undetected or insufficiently addressed Frivolous Tax Return Claims 
for each ofthe following years: 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

12.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers who 
claimed one or more Frivolous Tax Arguments in each of the following years: 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013, 2014,2015, and 2016. 

13 .) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of taxpayers who 
claimed one or more Frivolous Tax Arguments and were assessed a frivolous penalty in each of 
the following years: 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

14.) Copies of any data, lists, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the IRS's training of 
employees to identify Frivolous Tax Arguments for each of the following years: 2010,2011,2012, 
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

15.) Copies of any data reflecting the number of tax returns identified and referred to the Frivolous 
Return Program for additional frivolous filer review for each of the following years: 2010, 2011, 
2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

16.) Copies of any data reflecting the number of tax returns identified by the Frivolous Return 
Program filters for each of the following years: 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

17.) Copies of the IRS's employee training courses designed to identify Frivolous Tax Arguments 
for each ofthe following years: 2010, 20U, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 
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18.) Copies of any data reflecting the number of original tax returns and amended tax returns 
containing Frivolous Tax Arguments that were not identified because of computer programming 
errors for each of the following years: 2010, 2011, 2012,.2013,2014, 2015, and 2016. · 

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under 
FOlA, l request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such 
conclusion. lf you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt 
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all 
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletio9 or redaction of exempt material be plainly and 
conspicuously indicated. 

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to 
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s) 
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not 
released. If you determine that any requested documents for wruch the IRS does not possess 
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I 
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals beJi·eved to have 
possession, custody or control of such documents or to wruch any such documents might otherwise 
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the 
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or 
individual. · 

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to tllls request. If you anticipate that the 
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being advised thereof fu advance of the 
assembly ofthose records and the estimated c:harge in excess of$500, if any, for doing so. Ifthe 
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For 
Efficient Government. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should 
know that I arnan "Other" Requester seeking informa~ion for non-commercial or personal use. 

I request that any notification of those determinati.ons specified above be provided to me witrun 
ten (1 0) days of the submission of trus request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the 
initial ten (1 0) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested 
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS er ·otherwise available to the 
IRS. 

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to:. 

As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver's license. 

3 



Request for Expedited Processing 

The Freedom oflnformation Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing 
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13 .8.4 
Expedited Response, (08-14-20 13). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client 
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating 
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity. 

CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information 
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG's mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficie_ntly and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakerS and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/hotne/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed November 7, 20 16) (emphasis added). 

CFEG is engaged in reporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government. 
The requested information will enable CFEGto obtain information which will better inform the 
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

Waiver of Fees Requested 

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)( 4 )(A)(iii) states: 

4 

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the 
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public 
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 



operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requestor. 

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision 'was added to FOIA 'in an attempt to prevent 
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests ' 
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes, 
nonprofit public interest groups." Better Gov 't Ass 'n v. Dep'tofState, 780 F. 2d 86,93-94 (D.C. 
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial 
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312 
(D.C. Cir. 2003). 

The factors identified in . 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the 
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service's operations 
or activities, (b) information which will contribut~ to an understanding oftheagency's operations 
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public's understanding of 
the Internal Revenue Service' s operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly 
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the 
public's understanding of the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (the information 
is not already available to the general public). 

II(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will 
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities ofGovemment 

This FOIA requests records pertaining to Frivolous Tax Arguments used by taxpayers to avoid 
Federal tax laws. The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will 
better inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public's 
understanding of the IRS 's operations and activities with respect to Frivolous Tax Arguments used 
by taxpayers to avoid Federal tax laws. · 

IICB). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters; 
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge 

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information .received from the IRS. 

As discussed below, my clientwill disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed 
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to Frivolous Tax Arguments used by taxpayers to 
avoid Federal tax laws. 

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows: 
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1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient 
Government ("CFEG"), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG's mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 



solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are o~curring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, anci waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of governrnent assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://W\Vw.cfegov .org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed November 7, 2016) (emphasis added). 

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing 
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes 
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of 
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been 
victimized can seek help. 

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of 
legislation that will effectively address, the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and 
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem. 
CFEG's website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to 
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which 
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to Frivolous Tax Arguments 
used by taxpayers to avoid Federal tax laws. 

The information will be provided to a wide· audience for the public benefit and increase 
the public's understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be 
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG's 
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with 
ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals 
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency. 

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost. 
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating 
government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the 
dissemination of these materials. 

6 



These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you hav:e any 
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

J look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with 
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to 
advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any 
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you. 

-Enclosure 
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November 8, 2016 

· Via FedEx 

Internal Revenue Service 
FOLA Requests 
I·l'eadquarters Disclosure Office 
4800 Buford Highway - Stop 93 - A 
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093 

INTERNAL REVENUE SE 
DATA SERVICE 

NOV 1 Q 2016 

Centralized Processing U11i! 
Atlanta, GA. 

Re: Freedom of Information Act-Request 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5· U.S.C. §552. This office 
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf ofmy client 
we are seeking the following documents: · 

Note: The term Backup Withholding as used in this FOIA request is defined as income that is not 
usually subject to withholding where the payer of certain income is required to deduct and withhold 
tax if: 1.) The payee fails to furnish a Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN.) to the payer; 2.) The 
IRS notifies the payer that the payee name and TIN submitted to the IRS does not match its records; 
3.) The IRS notifies the payer that a payee has underreported income from interest and dividends; 
or 4.) The payee fails to certify that they are not subject to backup withholding. 

1.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the amount of money that was 
not withheld by payers submitting Tax Year information returns with missing or incorrect TINs as 
required for each of the following years: 2010,2011 , 2012, 2013, 2014,2015, and 2016. 

2.) Copies or"tlriy data, reports or internal memorandums refl.ecting the number of payers that 
submitted information returns with the same missing payee TIN for each of the following years: 
2010, 2011, 2012,2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

3.) Copies of any d.ata, ·reports or internal memorandum~ reflecting the total dollar amount of 
payments reported by payers on information return~ with missing payee TINs for each of the 
following years: 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and20l6. 

4.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the total dollar amount of 
payments reported by payers on information returns with missing payee TINs and the total dollar 



amount of backup withholding that should have been withheld for each of the following years: 
2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

5.) Copies of the IRS's policy of enforcing backup withholding requirements for each of the 
following years: 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

6.) Copies of the IRS's employee training material for enforcing backup withholding requirements 
for each of the following years: 2010,2011,2012, 2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

7.) Copies of the data reflecting the amount of money lost in tax revenue as a result of failing to 
enforce backup withholding requirements for each of the following years: 2010,2011,2012, 2013, 
2014,2015, and 2016. 

8.) Copies of the data reflecting the number of payers notified by the IRS of the missing or 
incorrect TINs associated information returns for each of the following years: 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

9.) Copies of the data reflecting the amount of tax revenue lost as a result of missing or incorrect 
TINs associated information returns for each of the following years: 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014, 
2015, and 2016. 

l 0.) Copies of the data reflecting the number of information returns submitted for individuals that 
had missing or incorrect TINs for each of the following years: 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, 
and 2016. 

11.) Copies of the data reflecting the amount of money that should have been withheld by payers 
on information returns submitted for individuals that had missing or incorrect TINs for each of the 
following years: 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

12.) Copies of the data reflecting the amount of money that should have been withheld by payers 
on information returns submitted for businesses that had missing or incorrect TINs for each of the 
following years: 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

13.) Copies of the data reflecting the amount of money that payers reported as being paid on 
information returns submitted for individuals that had missing or incorrect TINs for each of the 
following years: 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013,2014, 2015, and 2016. 

14.) Copies of the data reflecting the amount of money that payers reported as being paid on 
information returns submitted for individual payees for which the payee TIN was that of a deceased 
individual for each of the following years: 2010,2011,2012,2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under 
.FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such 
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt 
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disdose the exempt material, I request that all 
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nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and 
conspicuously indicated. 

lf you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to 
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s) 
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not 
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess 
identical copies are not in the possession, custooy or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I 
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have 
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such documents might otherwise 
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the 
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or 
individual. 

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to thi s request. lf you anticipate that the 
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being advised thereof in advance of the 
assembly of those records and the estimated charge in excess of $500, .if any, for doing so. If the 
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For 
Efficient Government. In order to determine my status for the appl icability of fees, you should 
know that J am an "Other" Requester seeking information for non-commercial or personal use. 

1 request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within 
ten (1 0) days of the submission of this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the 
initial ten (1 0) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested 
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the 
IRS. 

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to: 

As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver's license. 

Request for Expedited Processing 

. The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing 
and demonstrates a compelling.need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11 .3.13.8.4 
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client 
Committee For Efficient Government (CfEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating 
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity. 
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CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information 
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG's mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront qf Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating laWmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed November 8, 2016) (emphasis added). 

CFEG is engaged in reporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government. 
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the 
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

Waiver of Fees Requested 

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states: 

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the 
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public 
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requestor. 

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision 'was added to FOIA 'in an attempt to prevent 
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests' 
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes, 
nonprofit public interest groups." Better Gov 'tAss 'n v. Dep 't of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C. 
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial 
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requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312 
(D.C. Cir. 2003). 

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the 
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service's operations 
or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding ofthe agency's operations 
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public's understanding of 
the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly 
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the 
public's understanding of the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (the information 
is not already available to the general public). 

II(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will 
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government 

This FOIA requests records pertaining to the enforcement of backup withholding requirements. 
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the 
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public's 
understanding of the IRS's operations and activities with respect to the enforcement of backup 
withholding requirements. 

IICB). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the ReQuesters; 
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge 

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS. 

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed 
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the enforcement of backup withholding 
requirements. 

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows: 
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1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient 
Government ("CFEG"), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG's mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG' s goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 



result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed November 8, 2016) (emphasis added). 

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing 
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes 
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of 
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been 
victimized can seek help. 

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of 
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and 
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem. 
CFEG's website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to 
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which 
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the enforcement of backup 
withholding requirements. 

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase 
the public's understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be 
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG's 
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with 
ability to access the internet. They will be especially likely to be found by individuals 
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency. 

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost. 
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating 
government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the 
dissemination of these materials. 

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any 
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

I look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with 
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to 
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advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you bave any 
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you. 

-Enclosure 
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To:FOIA Offi cer (IRS) (18778079215) 

Recipient Information: 
To: FOIA Officer (IRS) 
Fax#: 18778079215 
Subject: 

Sender Information: 
From: 
Pages: 10 
Date: Nov 14, 2016 

Comments: 

Please see the attached FOIA request. 

If you didn't receive this fax in your email you 
need: 

faxing simplified . anylime. an ywhere. 

15:37 11/ 14/16 GMT-05 Pg 1-10 

FAX COVER SHEET 

Send and receive faxes through your 
email, online or smartphone. 

No paper, ink, or 2nd phone line req uired. 
Indudes a real f ax number! 

Try rt free for 30 days at n1yfax.con1 

MyFax® is an award-winning Internet fax serJice that requires no hardware or softvvare. Ali you need is internet 
access. a MyFax account. and an email address. There is no contract to sign, no setup fees. and you can cancel 
anytime. Try it FREE for 30 days-· Keep it for only $10 per month 

MyFax does not tolerate fraud and abuse. If this fax is spam, promotes illegal activity or is abusive, please email 
support@myfax.com. To have your fax number placed on a Do Not Fax list, please call 1-866-208-5903 

This fax w as delivered by MyFax Free a no cost, send oniy version of the MyFax Internet Fax service. For more 
"perfect for small business" online services visit VII\VW.j2.corn 

RECEIVED BY IRS- EEFAX 11/14/2016 2 :42PM (GMT- 06:00) 



To:FOIA Offi cer (IRS) (18778079215) 

AMERfCANS FOR LrMITED 
GOVERNMENT FOUNDATION 

15:37 11/ 14/16 GMT-05 Pg 2-10 

10332 M AIN STREET · N o . 326 · F AIRFAX. VA 22030 ·PHONE: 703.383.0880· FAX: 703.383.5 28e · WWW.GETLioERlY.ORG 

November 14, 2016 

lRS FOlA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

Via fax to: 877.807.9215 

Re: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request 

Dear FOIA Officer: 

Pursuant to the federal Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552 et seq., I request on 
behalf of Americ<ms for Limited Government Foundation (ALGF) copies of the federal 
records desctibed below. Please provide the following records for each person who 
reports directly to the Conunissioner of the In ternal Revenue Service: 

(l.)Name; 
(2.) Agency; 
(3.) Present cmd past position titles and occupational series from January 1, 2015 <:md 

after; 
(4.) Present and past grades from January 1, 2015 <md after; 
(5.) Present and. pas l annual salary rates (including performance a.vva:rds or bonuses, 

incentive awards, merit pay amount, Meritorious or Distinguished Executive 
Ranks, and allowances and differentials) fron1 Janmuy 1, 2015 and after; <:md 

(6.) Present and past duly stations (includes room numbers, shop designations, or 
other identifying in fom1ation regarding buildings or places of employment). 

This infonnation "is available to tl1e public" pursuant to 5 CF.R. § 293.311. 

RECEIVED BY IRS- EEFAX 11/14/2016 2 :42PM (GMT-06:00) 



To:FOIA Offi cer (IRS) (18778079215) 15:37 11/ 14/16 GMT-05 Pg 3-10 

IRS FOIA Page 2 November 14, 2016 

Procedure Re&ardin& Records Exempt from Disclosure 

Given the nature of the records requested I <:mticipa te that the vast majority of any 
responsive records will be of the type required to be released m1der FOIA. However, in 
the even t that records exist that FOIA does not require to be released I request tha t they 
be released regardless, unless the failure to release such records can be justified based 
upon sound reasoning related to one of the sta tutory exemptions or exceptions in FOIA 
<md there is a patently m<mifest d<mger of si&TI1ific<:mt harm that would occur from 
release of such records, e.g., danger to health or safety of <UL individual. 

Further1 the IRS should be reminded of the policy in favor of disclosure mandated. by 
President Barack Obama on J<:muary 261 2009. President Obama instructed the executive 
departments and agencies to operate with a presumption tmvards disclosure. On this 
point the President stated as follows: 

A detnocracy requires accountability, and accountability requires 
tnmsparency. As Justice Louis Brandeis ·wrote," sun-ligh t is said to be the 
best of c..i.isinfectants." In our democracy, the Freedom of Informati on Act 
(FOIA), which encourages accotmtability tluough transparency, is the 
most prominent expression of a profound national commitment to 
ensuring em open Government. At the heart of that commitment is the 
idea tha t accotmtability is in the interest of the Government and the 
citizenry alike. 

The Freedom of Information Act should be administered with a clear 
presumption: In the face of doubt, opetmess prevails. The Government 
should no t keep information confidential merely because public officials 
might be embanassed by disclosure, because errors cmd failures might be 
revealed, or because of speculativ<:' or abstract fears. Nondisclosure should 
never be based on an effort to protect the personal interests of 
Government officials at the expense of those they are supposed to serve. 
h1 responding to requests under lhe FOIA, executive branch agencies 
(agencies) should act promptly and in a spirit of cooperation, recognizing 
that such agencies are servcmts of the public. 

Freedom of Information Act, Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies, 74 Fed. Reg. 4,683 (January 26, 2009) . 

These instructions from the President were followed up by further instructions from 
Attorney General Eric Holder on Ma1-ch 19, 2009. The Attorney General stated as 
follows: 

First, <:m agency should not \Nithhold information simply because it may 

RECEIVED BY IRS- EEFAX 11/14/2016 2 :42PM (GMT- 06:00) 



To:FOIA Offi cer (IRS) (18778079215) 15:37 11/ 14/16 GMT-05 Pg 4-10 

IRS FOIA Page3 November 14, 2016 

do so legally. I stron gly encourage agencies to make discretionary 
disclosures of in formation. An agency should not withhold records 
merely because it can demonstrate, as a technical matter, that the records 
fall within the scope of a FOIA exemption. 

Second, \Nhenever an agency determines that it cannot make full 
disclosure of a requested record, it must consider whether it can n:1ake 
partial disclosure. Agencies should always be mindful that the FOIA 
relJUires them lo take reasonable s teps to segregate and release nonexempt 
information. Even if some parts of a record must be vvithheld, other parts 
either may no t be covered by a statutory exemption, or may be covered 
only in a teclu1ical sense unrelated to the achml i.m pact of disclosure. 

The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), Attorney Ge . .neral Memorandwn for 
Hea.ds of Execulive Deparlmenls and Agencies (MMch 19, 2009). 

Based on this policy I believe that there will be no records sought that the IRS will 
withhold. However, in the event that records are w ithheld I request to be provided with 
the following infonnation: 

1. Reason each record is not being produced; 
2. Type of record withheld; 
3. Subject matter of record withheld; <:md 
4. Da te, author, and addressee, if applicable of the record. 

Further, I request th.at the above information be indexed by individual record and 
com ply with Vaugh v. Rosen, 484 F.2d 820 (D.C. Cir. 1973), by providing information 
sufficien t for a reasonable person to be able to ascertain whether the record sought is 
actually exempt from disclosure. 

Request for Fee Waiver 

As a11 i:nitia.l matter, it should be no ted that, "Congress intended that the pu.blic interest 
standard be liberaUy construed e:md that fees not be used as an obstacle to disclosure of 
requested information." (Ernphasis added.) Eudey 11. Centn1l Intelligence Agency, 478 
F.Supp. 1175 (D. D.C. 1979). (Internal citations omitted.) 

The records sought by ALGF in its FOIA request concems the opera tions or activities of 
the IRS because they relate solely to actions by governmental officials. The records will 
be used to better the public understanding of the inner workings of the IRS, something 
the public currently has very little underst<mding regarding . Also, disdosure of the 
information is not in the commercial interest of the reques ter. As such the public good 

RECEIVED BY IRS- EEFAX 11/14/2016 2 :42PM (GMT- 06:00) 



To:FOIA Offi cer (IRS) (18778079215) 15:37 11/ 14/16 GMT-05 Pg 5-10 

IRS FOIA Page4 November 14, 2016 

that wi.ll occur in disclosing tl1e information sought in an d of itself weighs strongly in 
favor of a fee waiver. 

I. Public Interest Standard 

The FOIA at 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii) provides the public in terest standard that is to be 
used in determil1ing whether a requestor has met the requirements for a fee waiver. 
This subsection provides for the fee ·waiver '1 if disclosure of the information is in the 
public il1terest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public tmderstcmding of 
the operations or ac tivities of the government <md is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requester." As the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Distric t of Columbia 
Circuit analyzed, there are three criteria under tl1e sta tute that the disclosure of the 
records must satis fy in order for the fee \Naiver to apply. Cause ofAction z1. Fedeml Trade 
Cornmission, No. 13-2015 U.S. App. LEXJS 14934 (D.C. Cir. 2015). Tha t court stated the 
criteria as follows: 

(1) shed light on " the operations or activities of the government"; 
(2) be '1 likely to contribute significcmtly to public Lmderstanding" of those 
opera tions or activities; and 
(3) not be "primcu·ily in the conunercial interest of the requester. "1 

As discussed below, the records sought by ALGF meet this st<:U~dard. 

A. Records Sought By ALGF Will Shed Light on the Operations or 
Activities of the IRS 

Under this criterion, the bar is low and one need only look to the nature of the records 
requested an d then determine vvhether these records concern the operations or activ ities 
of the government. In tl1e i11stan ce case, the records sought by ALGF relate solely to 
data on federal employees that the relevant regulation expHcitly makes public. This 
data will be used to provide .:malysis on how the office of the IRS Commissioner 
fLmctions. No records sought relate to any purely private sector activity. As such, 
ALGF's FOIA reques t concerns the operations cu1d ac tivities of the government and 
disclosure of the records will shed light on these operations <:md activities. 

B. Records Sought By the ALGF are Likely To Contribute Significantly 
to Public Understanding of the IRS' Operations Or Activities 

The records sought by ALGF' s FOIA request have not p reviously been released to the 
public domain. The request specifically excludes all records that have been released to 
the public. As such the public has little or no current understanding of them. 

1Jd.., at 14-15. 
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The key fac tor to de termining whether disclosure of the records sought is likely to 
contribute to the public understa:nding of government operations or ac tivities is 
whether these records are currently in the public domain. Judicial Watch, Inc. ·u. 
De-partrnent of ]llstice, 365 F.3d 1108 (D.C. Cir. 2004).2 Therefore any disclosure of the 
records will increase the public's understanding of how the IRS Commissioner's office 
functions, who reports to him, and the pay <Uld bonuses that have been disbmsed to 
these employees. Upon receipt of the requested records ALGF ·will perform extensive 
a.nalysis of these records. We have an experienced research and legal staff who -vviU 
carefully scrutinize cmy responsive records provided. After comple ting our c.malysis 
ALGF will publish its fi.ndii>gs using the media described below. 

ALGF regularly publ.is h.es information on the activities, stru.cture, <md operations of the 
federal govemment. TI1is iiLfonnation is distributed to a lcu·ge number of diverse 
individuals across the entire nation. The records sought are of the type which ALGF 
regularly provides lo lhe public lhrough ils publicalions, email cwd socialrnedia 
distribu tions, and news website, netrightdaily.com. By way of exmnple, on a typical day 
our materials are publish~i to over 100,000 individuals. Marty of these 100,000 
individuals <.md their respective entities republish our materials which we provide free 
of charge e:md without copyright restriction, allowing for wide dispersal of these 
materials. Additionally, ALGF' s staff are frequent guests on n.ationalinedi.a outlets 
speakii1g to hundreds of thousands of individuals at a time regarding the activities of 
the federal government. As such, even though not required i11 order to obtain a fee 
waiver, ALGF publishes its editorial content to a. broad audience.3 The records received 
from the IRS will be made part of unique editorial content, as further discussed below, 
c.md disseminated through these distribution channels. As such, the disclosure of the 
requested infonnation will contribute to the public understanding of the operations and 
activities of the IRS. 

On the issue of whether the iiKrease in public understandii>g will be significant, one 
court has observed, 'these two criteria [public understanding and significance are] 
hopelessly ii>tertwii1ed' ." National Resources Defense Council, hLc. v. United States 
Emrironrne-ntal Protection Agency, 581 F.Supp.2d 491,8 (S.D.N.Y. 2008, quoting Project on 
Military Procurement v. Dep't ofNa7~J, 710 F.Supp. 362, 5 n.8 (D.D.C:. 1989). 

2 As an aside, if the records sought ·were in the public domain then the present FOIA request would be 
utmecessary and would not have been filed as ALGF would simply use a public domain source to review 
the records Ivhich it seeks. 
3 As the D.C. Cu·cttit has held, "The statute requires only that the disclosme be likely to contribute 
significantly to 'public' understanding:" Cnuse o{Action, supra, at 16. '1To the contrary, we have held that 
'proof' of the abihty to dissem.inate the released inf<.1rma tion to a broad cross-sc .. : bon of the public is not 
required." IJ.., quoting Judicial Wntch. Inc. v. Dep't ~flustice, 365 F.3d 1108, 1126 (D.C. Cir. 2004). 
Regardless, ALGF does reg.t.lru:ly publish to a wide <mdience. 
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As noted above, the requested records have nol been reported in the public domain. 
ALGF has <m experienced research and legal staff who will carefully scrutinize <my 
responsive records provided. ALGF will perform analysis of the information fOLmd in 
these records to better Lmderstand how the IRS Commissioner' s office is administering 
its responsibilities. Since the public has little, if c.my, present understanding of these 
issues, any further information published via the methods described above will 
cons ti tute a signibcant increase in the public understanding of th.ese issues when 
compared with th.e level of public understanding currently existing. 

C. Disclosure of the Information Requested Is Not Primarily In the 
Commercial Interest of ALGF 

The two factors here consider whether the requester has a commercial interes t in the 
requested infonna tion and if so whether the magnitu.de of the commercial interest, if 
<my, is sufficiently small in comparison to the public interest in disclosure. As dismssed 
below, ALGF does not have a commercial interest in the disclosure of the records, and 
as such should be granted a fee vvaiver. 

i. ALGF Does Not Have A Commercial Interest In The Disclosure 
Of The Requested Documents 

The cen tral focus of the analysis in detem1ining whether the fee Wd.iver is in tlte public 
interest is whether the public rather than the requestor is the prirmuy beneficiary of the 
release of the information. "The statute indicates that the issue to be considered by the 
agency is whether furnishir1g the :hJom1ation vvill primarily benefit the public a t large 
or whether an y benefit will inure p1imarily to the specific individual requesting the 
documents." Eudey v. Central Intelligence A.genty 478 F.Supp. 1175, 1177 (D.D.C. 1979). 
In the instant case, the records sought will be used to further the public's understanding 
of the operations cmd activities of the IRS Commissioner' s office as described above. Vve 
<'.re a nonprofit organization, offering free expert analysis on. a variety of poli.cy issues, 
cmd welcome republication of our materials in order to get the infom1ation to as wide 
an audience as possible. The records sought will be disseminated widely to parties 
interested in the workings of the government and as such will not in ure primarily to the 
benefit of the requestor. Further, the records sought have no market value. While 
certain types of records, such as teclmical da ta that is not easy to obtain, may have some 
market value, that is not the case \Vith the records ALGF requested. 

Therefore, we have no commercial interest in the disclosure of the records. 
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ii. Any Identified Commercial Interest is Small In Comparison With 
the Public's Interest In Disclosure 

Even if ALGF should be fotmd to have a commercial interested in the requested 
records, its interest would be minimal i:n comparison to the magnitude of the public's 
interest knowing ho"v the IRS Conunissioner's office is administering its responsibilities 
as discussed above. 

II. ALGF Is a Representative of the News Media, and as such, ALGF's 
Request for a Fee Waiver Should be Granted 

Based on the previous argtmlents, the nature of ALGF' s work, (Uld the description given 
in the FOlA at 5 U.S. C. § 552(a) (4){A)(ii)(Il), ALGF is a'' representative of the news 
media." 

The definition of the phrase ''representative of the news media" was described by Sen. 
Leahy, a sponsor of the bill that put this language in the U.S. Code as, "any person or 
organization which regularly publishes or d isseminated informa tion to the public .. . 
should qualify for waivers as a 'representative of tbe news media' .'' National Security 
Archive v. U.S. Deparhnent ofD~fimse, 880 F.2d 1381,6 (D.C. Cir. 1989), quoting 132 Cong. 
Rec. S14298 (daily ed. September 3(\ 1986) (statement of Sen. Leahy). As further stated 
by the D.C. Circuit, 

A representative of the news media is, in essence1 a person or entity that gathers 
information of potential interest to a segment of the public, uses its editorial 
skills to turn the ra\.v materials into distinct work, and distributes that work to an 
audience. 

National Security Ardzh1e v. U.S. Depart·ment of Defense, 880 F.2d 1381, 7 (D.C. Cir. 1989). 

It was this definition from the D.C. Circuit that was codified by Congress when it 
amended the FOIA ill 2007. 

There are three elements to being a representative of the news media: (1) gathering 
infonm1tion; (2) using edi torial skills to create di.stiJxt work; (3) and distribution of that 
distinc t work to an audience. As demonstrated below, ALGF clecu-ly meets all three 
elements. 

First, ALGF uses its FOIA program and other resources to gather infom1ation. We have 
filed htmdreds of requests with every federal executive department, numerous 
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independent agencies, and as well as numerous state and local agencies. These FOIA 
requests have resulted in ALGF gathering tens-of-thousands of pages of responsive 
records. Additionally ALGF has a full time research staff that actively gathers 
information using methods other than the FOIA process. As such, ALGF meets the 
"gathers" element. 

Second, ALGF uses its editorial skill to Lake the raw material received from its FOIA 
<md other research efforts and turn it into unique editorial content. We create several 
pieces of unique edi torial content every business day. The Lmlque editorial pieces 
created by ALGF concern a wide variety of issues and are crea ted to infom1 the public 
on these issues. As such, ALGF meets the "uses editorial skills to create distinct work" 
element. 

Third, as described in detail above, ALGF regularly publishes these uniLJue editorial 
pieces on Lhe aclivilies, s lructw·e, cmd operations of the federal government. 

The fact that ALGF u tilizes electronic mecms as the primmy vehicle for cus tribu tion of 
our unique editorial content does not change the analysis. See, Electronic Privacy 
Information Center l'. Departnumt of Defense, 241 F.Supp.2d 5, 14 (D.D.C. 2003), "The fact 
tl1at EPIC's 11.evvsletter is disseminated via the Internet to subscribers' e-mail addxesses 
does not ch<mge the analysis." 

The records sought from the IRS will be reviewed, analyzed, made part of unique 
editorial content, cmd published through the distribution channels described above. As 
such, ALGF meets the" publishes" element. 

Therefore, the ALGF' s request for a fee waiver should be granted. In the event that a fee 
waiver is not granted, please inform me before taking any action that would result in 
the incurrence of fees by ALGF. 

Conclusion 

Pursmmt to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A)(i) please provide the requested documents vvithin 20 
days. If for some reason all of the requested donunents cannot be provided vvithin 20 
days I request that doc'Ulnents that m·e available within the 20 day time period be 
provided first cmd that when the remaining domments subsequently become available 
that they be provided at that time. 

If reasonably possible I request that responsive records be provided in elec::tronic form 
and emailed to me at - f the files are too large to email, I request 
that they be provided~CDs or DVDs mKi mailed to me at the 
following address: 
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uestions regarding this FOIA request please contact me at 

Thank you in advm1ee for your assist;;mce. 

Ref# ALGFOIA2016-029 
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FOIA Officer 
Department of Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service 
Stop 211 
2385 Chamblee Road 
C::hamblee, GA. 30341 

Dear FOIA Officer: 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
Data Servlee 

NOV 15 2016 

Cen1nlllzed Processing Unit 
Atlanta, GA 

Under the terms of the F-reedom of Information Act, 5 
u.s. c. section 552, I request· copies of any training 
materials, checklists, or o·ther reco:r:-ds used by -IRS agents 
in 2015 and 2016 to learn how to conduct examinations of 
tax-exempt healthcare systems to verify compliance with the 
requirements of section 501(r). I am also requesting 
expediteq processing and a waiver of fees. 

Section 501 (r), added to the c.ode in 2010, imposes 
community benefit. requirements on section 501 (c) (3) 

healthcare systems. IRS officia,ls have indicated publicly 
th~t they are conducting section 501(r) examinations. For 
example, at a February 26, 2016 conference in Baltimore, 
Donna Hansberry, deputy commissioner of the IRS Tax-Exempt 
and Government Entities Division, said the IRS is shifting 
some resources to its mandated reviews of exempt hospitals 
as the list of items it is required to check grows and more 
in~depth reviews are required to ensure hospitals are 
complying wtth section 501(r) requirements. (Tax Notes, 
March 7, 2016, p. 109~.) 



However, IRS officials have provided few details aboUt 
the exam_inations. Therefqre,. making the training materials 
available would give the public, in particular nonprofit 
hospitals and the tax profes'sionals who advise t'hem, a 
better understanding of what the IRS is looking for and help 
facilitate greater ·compl.iance with the section 501(r) 
requirements. Disclosing the training materials could also 
reveal any differences between how the IRS is training its 
agents and what it is telling the public. 

I am therefore request·ing expedited processing of this 
request, which concerns a matter of urgency. As a reporter, 
I am primarily engaged in disseminating inf'orma·tion to the 
public, which has an urgent need for information about how 
the IRS is implementing congressional mandates and ensuring 
that the tax code is being enf'orced fully and fairly. I 
certify that my statements <:::oncerning the need for expedited 
processing are true and correct to the best of my knowledge 
and belief. 

There are no rules under section 6103, law enforcement 
statutes, or elsewhere prohibiting IRS disclosure o.f its 
training materials. For example, years ago,. when the IRS 
published Exempt Organization$ Continuing Professional 
Education texts for its agents, it also made them available 
to the public. 

I would like to receive the training materials in their 
original electronic format or via mail. 

I am making this request as the representative of Tax 
Analysts, a 501(c) (3) news organization, and am therefore 
requesting that any applicable fees be waived. Release. of 
the information is in the public interest beca~se it will 
contribute significantly to public understanding of 
government operations and activities. 

If my reques·t is denied in whole or part, I ask that 
you jUstify all deletions by reference to specific 
exemptions of the act. I a~so ask that you release all 
segregable portions of otherwise exempt material. I reserve 
the right to appeal your decision to withhold · any 
information or to deny a waiver of fees. Further, I expect 
that any denial would include a particl.!llarized statement of 
your findings, as required under 5 U.S.C. § 

552 (a) (8) (A) (i) (I), that releasing the information would, in 



fact, harm an inter.est protected, by either of the exemptions 
relied on. 

Because I am mak~ng this request as a j ournalist and 
this information is of timely value, I would appreciate your 
communica ting with me by e.-mail or teiephone rather than by 
mail i~ you have a:ny questions reg:arding this request. 

Thank you very much for you];" assistance . 

Sincerely, 

Tax Ana 
400 South Maple Ave . 
Suite 400 
Falls Church, VA. 22046 
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a~~analvsts ~ ... ' 
400 S. Maple Avenue, Suite 400 
Falls Church, VA 22046 

FOIA Officer 
Department of Treasury 
Internal Revenue Service 
Stop 211 
2385 Chamblee Road 
Chamblee, GA. 30341 
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• INSPE.CYOR OENERAL 
FOR TAX 

AOMINISTRA TION 

DATE: 11/1S/1§ 

TIGTA 2026223339 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINC3TON, D.C. 20005 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL 

TO: Centralized Processing Unit 

PHONE#: 267~941-6424 

FAX#: an -807-9215 

FROM: 

PHONE#; 

FAX#: __ 

SUBJECT: --~F~~~A~R~e~M~r~ra~~------------------------------------

# OF PAGES (including cover sheet): ....::3~---------

MESSAGE: 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE; This facsimile transmis&ion and/or the documents accompanying it may contain 
confldentlal lnformation that is privileged or Is subject to nondisclosure provisions of Federal law, including 26 U.S.C. 
§ 6103 and the Privacy Act, 5 U.S.C. § 652a. If you are not the intended recipient. you are hereby notified that any 
disclosure, copying, or distribution, or the taking of any action In reliance on the contents, Is prohibited. If you have 
received this transmission In error, please notify the sender Immediately to arrange for the return of the document(s). 

TIGTA Fax Cover Sheet- (2/13) Department of the Treasury -Inspector General for Tax Administration 
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INSPI!CTOR G!N!!RAL 
FOR rAX 

ADMINI8TRA TION 

TIGTA 2026223339 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 

November 16, 2016 

MEMORANDUM FOR INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
HEADQUARTERS OFFICE 

FROM: 
Disclosure Officer 

SUBJECT: Referral of FOJA Request from 
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) 
Case# 2017-FOI-00033 

Our office received the attached Freed 
November 14, 2016. 

2006~2016 for Mr. Donald John Trump. 

on Act (FOIA) request from 
requesting tax records from 

We have determined that his request falls under the jurisdiction of the IRS. Accordingly, 
we are referring his request to u for action and a direct reply to-

- We have notified the referral (copy attached). 

If you have any questions concerni 
Information Specia 
Case Number. 

Attachments 

··"" '"''"'"" contact Government 
and reference the subject TIGTA 

2/4 
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INSPECTOR GENI!RAL 
FOR TAX 

AOMINISTAAT10N 

TIGTA 2026223339 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 200011 

November 16, 2016 

This is in response to your November 13, 2016, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request, seeking access to records maintained by the Treasury Inspector General for 
Tax Administration (TIGTA). Specifically, you are requesting tax records from 2006~ 
2016 for Mr. Donald John Trump, President-EJect of the United Sates. Your FOIA 
request was received by TIGTA's Disclosure Branch on November 14, 2016. 

It appears that the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) would have jurisdiction over the 
records you seek. We have forwarded your FOIA request (copy enclosed) to the 
appropriate IRS Disclosure Office for processing under the FOIA and a direct response 
to you. Should you need to contact that Office, please write to the IRS at the following 
address: 

Centralized Processing Un it ~ IRS 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
Post Office Box 621506 
Atlanta, Georgia 30362-3006 

If you have questions or want to discuss the status of your FOlA request, Public Liaison~ 
Jason Angeletti at (954) 991-4022. 

~have any questions about this referral, please contact 
~nd refer to case # 2017 -FOI-00033. 

Enclosure 
cc: IRS Headquarters Office 

314 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Follow Up Flag: 
Flag Status: 

TIGTA 2026223339 

''TIGTA FOIA Reading Room 
FOIA Request 

Follow up 
Completed 

FOIA Contact, Office of the Chief Counsel, Disclosure Branch 
Suite 469 
ATIN: FOIA Request TIGTA Chief Counsel, City Center Building, 1401 H Street, NW 
Washington, DC :1.0005 

To Whom It May Concern: 

4/4 

In the sincere Interest of the prevention and detection of fraud, waste, and abuse within the IRS and related entitles. l hereby request 
tax records dating from 2008-2016 relating to Mr. Donald John Trump, President-Elect of the United States. 

Thank you. mrt·~-~-
Tr~~~t!_"l ln&Cittricl Gf.'ners\ . .. 

NOV 14 2016 
Beet, 

Office of Chief Counsel 

1 

RECEIVED BY I RS-EEFAX 11/16/2016 3:51PM (GMT-05:00) 



(b)(6)

2016·11-17 15:21 

AP 

IRS FOIA Request 
HQFOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 
BY FAX 877-807-9215 

Dear IRS FOIA Officer, 

11 11 >> p 1/2 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

soo 
Washlnglon, DC 20005 
l 202.64 I 9442, M 202.281.5368 
www.op.org 

November 17, 2016 

This is a request under the federal Freedom of Information Act, as mnended, 5 
USC 552, for statistics for Filing Season 2016 (Tax Year 2015) concerning certain 
provisions of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). This request tracks information previously 
submitted to Congress by IRS for Filing Season 2015 (Tax Year 2014). My specif1c 
questions are as follows: 

Individual Shared Responsibility Provision 
• In the 2016 tax tiling season (tax year 2015), how many taxpayers reported an 

individual shared responsibility payment (ISRP)? 
• What was the total amount ofiSRP payments reported? 
• What was the average ISRP payment? How does the average payment compare 

to the average from the previous filing season (tax year 2014)? 
• What share of 20 15 returns with ISRP payments reported a refund? 
• How many taxpayers claimed an exemption from the ISRP? 

Premium Tax Credit Provision 
• How many taxpayers claimed the premium tax credit (PTC) on Fom1 8962'? 
• What was the total PTC claimed? 
• What was the average PTC claimed? 
• How many taxpayers reported excess advance premium tax credit, meaning the 

advance credit they received during the 2015 tax year exceeded the PTC they 
were legally qualified for? 

• What was the average amount reported as excess APTC to be repaid to the 
government by the taxpayer? 

• What percent of taxpayers with excess APTC still reported a refund? 
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• I low many taxpayers claimed a net PTC, meaning that the premium tax credit 
they were legaJJy quah fled fbr was more than the amount of ad vance premium 
tax. credit that they received during the 2015 tax year? 

• What was the average additional am.ount that these taxpayers received from the 
government? 

Unreconcilcd Returns 
• How many taxpayers with advance premium tax credits (APTC) for 2015 have 

not yet reconciled their retums? This includes: 
_ taxpayers with APTC who filed a tax return in the 2016 tiling season but 
did not include Form 8962 to reconcile those payments, as required. 
_ taxpayers with APTC who did not tile a lax return, and did not file an 
extension. 

taxpayers with APTC who tiled an extension hut did not tile a lax retum 
in timely Jhshion. 

1 am requesting this infonnation f(xtbc purpose of possible puhlic dissemination 
in a news article and therelbre request that you waive charges pursuant to 5 USC 552 (a) 
(4) (A), Fed. Reg. 7296, Section 1900.25.1 am a full -time news reporter employed by 
The Associated Press. 

If you deny Uns request 1<Jr a waiver, please ad vis~;: me in advance of the estimated 
charges so that l may decide whether to pay the tees or appeal your denial of my request 
f()r a waiver of charges. 

As 1 am making this request in the capacity of a news reporter and this int(mnation 
is of timely value, I would appreciate your communicating with me by email or 

rather than b • mail, if you have any uestious regarding this request. My email 
d my telephone is l would prefer this 

in l(mmttion to be delivered by email, if at all possible. 

·rhank you for your assistance, and l will look forward to receiving your reply as 
soon as possible. 
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Judicial 
Watcli 
Because no one 
is above-the law! 

November 15, 2016 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 

IRS FOIA Request 
HQ FOIA, Stop 211 
2980 Brandywine Road 
Chamblee, GA 30341 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Freedom·oflnformation Officer: 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
Data Service 

NOV 21 2016 

Centralized Processing Unit 
Atlanta , GA 

Judicial Watch, Inc. ("Judicial Watch") hereby requests -that the Internal Revenue · 
Service (IRS) produce the following records pursuant to the Freedom ofinform~tion _Act, 
5 U.S.q:~ §:S.52cf'EOI~.?l): ;-:,_i:·\,~~-.: .... _;,-, ,:·(.:·,.r.'·· ·(· . .~,· ! C ;.r · · -~ · ,. -\'·\~::_f i! .::;,~· : :·_ ... :.;~ b;;.:::;<.;,,i 

:- 7 :'i\<·:. ~·. l) ;;A~y, an'd.alki:ecords.:.c~ncevri.ing;-:regardin.g,• or:·relating:to IRs·eerforts to 
". · . . r;r . reach .out.to~ individuals who-either .. cl_aimed an exemptiori,for..paid.:a '~- ··'· :_: 

:-.. :penalty for failing to purchase mandatory health insurance ·under the · :­
Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act. Such records include, but 
are not limited to, communications, policies, and procedures pursuant to 
such efforts; _ ·/A.,,. __ 

2) Samples of any letters, notices or other materials prepared and/or sent to 
·taxpayers encouraging the purchase of mandatory health insurance; 

3) Any and all records concerning, regarding, or relating to cooperation 
between the IRS and the Department of Health and Human Services or 
any other government entity, whether state or federal, regarding efforts 
to reach out to individuals who have not purchased mandatory health 
insurance. Such records, include, but are not limited to, communications, 
agreements, memoranda of understanding, and any other inter-agency -
com.m1;1nications. Of special interest are any such records regarding the 
sharing of protected taxpayer information. 

Please note that this request is.not seeking private. taxpayer information but 
records of c_om~unicatlons, polic_ies, and procedures related to the abov'e-referenced 
outreacJi, an._d.same_les,·iofmat~rials·preP.ared.·to~sen_d -·to-·taxpaY-ers· as• a. result.· .,"?; :,\: 

·> _,_· .,_ · ;::,:·(?l~a~e~:.<i:y,t~~i.n~_.:whether to comply · w~th this request within the time period 
, ' ' 't' ("" I 'J" ' . ... I ,;.,. .I I . ~ ·: . : · · ·.~ ·;.. :~) :';_.,~ ,';• .. - . :\ : ~ · ~ - , , ." •, f o : . ~, ./,,. ... .. r· '• , · '' "l;,_; 
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425 Third St. , SW, Suite 800, Washington, DC 20024 o Tel : (202) 646-5172 or l-888-593-8442 
FAX: (202) 646-5199 o Email : info@JudicialWatch.org o www.JudiciaiWatch.org 



Internal Revenue Service 

November 15, 2016 
Page 2 of 3 

required by FOIA and notify us immediately of y_our determination, the reasons therefor, 
and the right to appeal any adverse determination to the heaq of the agency or his or her 
designee. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(i). Please also produce all responsive records in an 
electronic format ("pdf' is preferred), _if convenient. We also are willing to accept a 
"rolling production" of responsive records if it will facilitate a more timely production. 

Judicial Watch also hereby requests a waiver of both search and duplication fees. 
We are entitled to a waiver of search fees because we are a "representative of the news 
media." See 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(ii)(II); see also Cause of Action v. Federal Trade 
Comm., 799 F.3d 1108 (D.C. Cir. 2015); Nat'! Sec .. Archive v. U.S Dep 't of Defense, 880 
F.2d 1381 (D.C. Cir. 1989). For more than twenty years, Judicial Watch has used FOIA 
and other investigative tools to gather information about the operations and activities of 
government, a subject of undisputed public interest. We submit over 400 FOIA requests 
annually. Our personnel , which includes experienced journalists and professional writers 
on staff and under contract, use their editorial skills to turn this raw information into distinct 
works that are disseminated to the public via our monthly newsletter, which has a 
circulation of over 300,000, weekly email update, which has over 600,000 subscribers, 
investigative bulletins, special reports, www.judicialwatch,org website, Corruption 
Chronicles blog, and social media, including Facebook and Twitter, among other 
distribution channels. We have authored several books, including Corruption Chronicles 
by Tom Fitton (Threshold Editions, July 24, 2012), and Clean House by Tom Fitton 
(Threshold Editions, Aug. 30, 2016). In 2012, we produced a documentary film, "District 
of Corruption," directed by Stephen K. Bannon. Our "hews media" status has been 
confirmed in court rulings . See, e.g. , Judicial Watch, Inc. v. U.S. Dep 't of Defense, 2006 
U.S. Dist. LEXIS 44003, * 1 (D.D.C. June 28, 2006); Judicial Watch, Inc. v. U.S Dep 't of 
Justice, 133 F. Supp.2d 52 (D.D.C. 2000). As a tax exempt, 50l(c)(3) non-profit 
corporation, we have no commercial interests and do not seek the requested records for any 
commercial use. Rather, we intend to use the requested records as part of our on-going 
investigative journalism and public education efforts to promote integrity, transparency, 
and accountability in gov~rnment and fidelity to the rule of law. 

Judicial Watch also is entitled to a waiver of both search fees and duplicat~on fees 
because "disclosure of the information. -is in the public. interest;? 5 U.S.C. .§. 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii). Disclosure of the requested records undoubtedly will shed light on "the 
operations or activities of the government." Cause ofAction, 799 F.3d at 1115 (quoting 5 
U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii)). Disclosure also is "likely to contribute significantly to the 
public understanding" of those operations or activities because, among other reasons, 
Judicial Watch intends to disse111inate both the records and its findi11gs to "a reasonably 
broad audience of persons interested in the subject" via its newsletter, email updates, 
investigative bulletins, website, blog, and its other, regular distribution channels. Cause of 
Action, 799 F.3d at 1116 (quoting Carney v. U.S Dep 't of Justice, 19 f .3d 807, 815 (2d 
Cir. 1994)). Again, Judicial Watch does not seek the requested records for any commercial 
benefit or for its own " primary" benefit, but instead seeks them as part of its ongoing 
investigative journalism and public education efforts to promote integrity, transparency, 
and accountability in government and fidelity to the rule oflaw. 



Internal Revenue Service 
November 15, 2016 
Page 3 of 3 

In the event our request for a waiver of sec;trch and/or duplication costs is denied, 
Judicial Watch agrees to pay up to $300.00 in search andier duplication costs. Judicial 
Watch requests that it be contacted before any suc'h costs are incurred, in order to prioritize 
search and duplication efforts. 

Jf you do not understand thi.s request or any portion thereof, or if you feel you 
ire clari · thi · thereof, please contact us immediately at 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Judicial Watch, Inc. 
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IRS FOIA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlan_ta, GA 30362-3006 

November 15, 2016 

Dear FOIA Officer: 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
DATA SERVICE 

NOV 2 '2 2016 

Centralized Processing Unit 
Atlanta,GA 

I declare under penaJty of perjury of the laws of the United States of America that the fo regoing 
.is true and correct. Executed on November 15, 20 16, I, am requesting, pursuant 
to the Freedom oflnformation Act (FOIA), 5 U:S.C. § 552, and your agency's implementing 
regulations, access to any and all email correspondence and attachments between the Office of 
Chief Counsel and supporting staff(current and former), and the Edison Electric Institute. The 
email domain of the Edison Electric Institute is @eei.org. 

The timeframe of this FOIA request is between October 2014 and October 2015. 

The individual keywords that c~n be used i.n the search are: "solar" "net metering". 

I request a waiver of all fees for. this request since the_ disclosure of the information I seek is not 
in my commercial interest, and is likely to contribute significantly to the public understanding of 
the operations or activities of the government. The category of this request is for educational 
purposes. If denied, I am willing to pay a fee. Please inform me if the fee will exceed $25.00 

I prefer an electronic copy of the records but if the records need to be·m~iled, they can be sent to 
PO Box 577764. Chicago, IL. 60657 · 

Should you deny my request, please inform me in writing the basis for the denial. . 

Sincerely, 

PO Box 5 
Chicago, IL. 60657 · 
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November 29, 2016· . 

Vi~ FedEx 

Internal Revenue Service 
FOIA Requests 
Headquarters Disclosure Office 
4800 Buford Highway - Stop 93 ~A 
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093 

DEC 0 1'2018 · 

Centralllecl pi'OCOAir!G ... 
Atlanta, GA 

Re: Freedom oflnformation Act Request 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. This office 
represents Committee For EffiCient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my 'client 
we are seeking the following docurnentS: · 

Note: The term PersoJ;lally Identifiable Information (PII) as used in this FOIA .request is defmed 
as a specific type of sensitive information which may include tax return and return information . 

. 1.) Copies of the IRS policies for safeguar~ing Personally Identifiable Information (PU) for the 
years 2013, 2014,2015, and 2016. 

2.) Copies o.f any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of unencrypted 
emails sent by IRS employees containing Personally Identifiable Information (PIT) to other IRS 
employees for the years 2013, '2014, 2015, and 2016. 

. . 

3.) Copies of any data, reports or internal· memorandums reflecting the number of unencrypted 
emails sent by IRS employees containing Personally Identifiable Information (Pll) to non-IRS e­
mail accounts for the years 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

4.) Copies of the IRS training procedures for employees in safeguarding Personally .Identifiable 
.Information (PII) for the years 2013 ,'20 14, 2015, and 2016. 

5.) Copies of the IRS training procedures and protocols for employees in safeguarding Personally 
Identifiable Information (PIT) contained in e-mails seQt by IRS .employees to other ~S employees 
for the years 2013,2014, 2015, and.2016. · 

6.) Copies of the IRS training procedures and protocols for employees in safeguarding Personally 
Identifiable Information (PII) contained in e-mails sent by IRS employees to non-IRS e-mail 
accounts for the years 2013, 201.4, 2015, and 20i6. 



7 .) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of em ails sent by 
IRS employees to personal e-mail accounts involving official IRS business for the yeats 20 13., 
2014,2015, and 2016. 

8.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of unencrypted e­
mails containing Personally Identifiable Information (PII) that were routed to the EEFax servers 
via the e-mail system for the years 2013, 2014, 2015, and 20.16. 

9.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that the EEFax does not use 
encryption for the years 2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

I 0.) Copies of any data, reports .or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
disciplined for sending unencrypted e-mails containing Personally Identifiable Information (PII) 
to other IRS employees for the years 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

I 1.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
disciplined for sending unencrypted e~rriails containing Personally Identifiable Information (PII) 
to non-IRS e-mail accounts for the years 2013,2014, 2015, and 2016. 

12.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that the IRS has implemented 
and/or in the process of implementing a systemic solution to ensure that Personally Identifiable 
Information (PIT) is encrypted for 2016 and 2017. 

13.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memo~andumsreflecting that the IRS has implemented 
or in the process of implementi'ng a solution to require the default Outlook setting for certain IRS 
employees to encrypt sent e-mail messages for 2016 and 2017. 

14.) Copies of-any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that the IRS has implemented 
or in the.process of implementing a solution to ensure that Personally Identifiable Information 
(PII) is encrypted by requiring the default Outlook setting for certain IRS employees to encrypt 
sent e-mail messages for 2016 and 2017. 

15.) Copies of anydata, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that the IRS has implemented 
or in the process of implementing a solution to ensure that Personally Identifiable Information 
(PII) is encrypted by requiring that no IRS employee use a personal e-mail !lCCount to conduct 
official business of the IRS for 2016 and 2017. 

16.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that the IRS has implemented 
or in the process of implementing a solution to ensure that Personally Identifiable Information 
(PII) is encrypted by requiring an information technology update to allow encrypted messages be 
sent to the EEFax server for 2016 and2017. 

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under 
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such 
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt 
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material under FOlA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that al.l 
nonexempt·material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and 
conspicuously indicated. 

If you determine that cer:tain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to 
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s) 
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document Qr part of a document not 
released. If you determine that any requested docume!ltS for which the IRS does not possess 
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I 
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have 
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such docum~nts might otherwise 
be available, together with the specific documents or categories ofdotumenis beli"eved to be in the 
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each Such federal agency, other entity or 
individual. 

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to this request. If you anticipate that the 
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being ·adviSed thereof in advance of the 
assembly of those records and the estimated charge in excess of$5QO, if any, for doing so. If the 
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For 
Efficient Government. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should 
know that I am an "Other" Requester seeking informa~ion for non-commercial or personal use. 

J request that any notification of those determinations specified abo.ve be provided to me wi.thin 
ten (1 0) days of the submission of this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the 
initial ten (1 0) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested 
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the 
IRS. . . 

Please sen.d your response, and direct any inquiries, to: 

As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver's license. 

Request for Expedited Processing 

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing i.f the requester asks in writing 
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Reyenue Manual, 1 I .3.13.8.4 
Expedited Response, (08-14-20 l3 ). The information. being sought is urgently needed by my client 

· Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged ·in disseminating 
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information m order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity. 

CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information 
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG's mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed November 29, 2016) (emphasis added). 

CFEG is engaged in reporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government. 
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the 
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

Waiver of Fees Requested 

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii) states: 

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the 
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public 
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requestor. 

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision 'was added to FOIA 'in an attempt to prevent 
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests' 
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes, 
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nonprofit public interest groups." Better Gov 't Ass'n v. Dep't of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C. 
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial 
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F:3d 1309, 1312 
(D.C. Cir. 2003). 

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 60 1.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the 
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service's operations 
or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the agency's operations 
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public's understanding of 
the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly 
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the 
public's understanding of the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (the information 
is not already available to the general public). 

Il(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will 
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations orActi.vities of Government 

This FOIA requests records pertaining to IRS employees sending unencrypted e-mails containing 
Personally Identifiable Information (PII). The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain 
information which will better inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity. 

The requested information Will likely lead to and contribute significantly .to the public's 
underStanding of the IRS's operations and activities with respect to IRS employees sending 
unencrypted e-mai Is containing Personally Identifiable Information (PIT). 

II(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of theReguesters; 
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge 

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS. 

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed 
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to IRS employees sending unencrypted e-mails 
containing Personally Identifiable Information (PII). 

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows: 

5 

1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient 

Government ("CFEG"), http://www .cfegov .org/home/. CFEG' s mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 



the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement; negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the. depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

S~e ''Mission Statement," http://www,cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed November 29, 2016) (emphasis added). 

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing 
issues related to the identity theft taX refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes 
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as Well as discussion of 
potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been 
victimized can seek help. 

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of 
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and 
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem. 
CFEG's website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to 
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which 
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to IRS employees sending 
unencrypted e-mails containing Personally Identifiable Information (PII). 

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase 
the public's understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information will be 
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG's 
website. They will be readily available, for free, to imy member of the public with 
ability to access the internet. They will be espeCially likely to be found by individuals 
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and effici~ncy. 

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost. 
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating 
government waste. They do no.t stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the 
dissemination of these materials. 

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any 
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

6 



I look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee (lnd proceed with 
the processing of this important FOIA request. Piease contact ine at your earliest convenience to 
advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available, If you have any 
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your conven ience. Thank you. 

-Enclosure 

7 



I' 

' ' 



~~~---~~~~~~-~e.--------~----~~~~,~- --~.=-~=== 
. ' -

Internal Revenue Service 
FOIA Requests - CPU 
4800 Buford Highway 
Stop 93 -A 
Chamblee, GA 30341 

I 
( · 



'• 

' . 

XH MGEA 

Ill , 
~~ -

~~ ~ 19, . ~f) 
· . '0 , .;,f _ ... ' · 

. ·~ ..... .. ', . . O.vp ·4/ 

00011 

i ... 
~ 

e ~~- Package 000 52
. ~· US Atrbi/1 

• 
\ • "' !:! 

I "' l6 
.~ 

4i c::> 
c::> 
~ 
;11 .., 

' ~ ( 
g 
~ 

( E 
0 

I. 
4 

< ~ 
"'0 

J .S! 

. ! 

,_; 

r . s 

. I 

WED - 30 NOV AA 
· STA~DARD OVERNIGHT 

GA-16 
ATL 

"' § 
;''0122475171 

1 1~11~111~100 111111111~001~~11 : . 

Extremely Urgent .. -
.. )'lUlU 

{ ' 



From 9175346271 1.917.534.6271 Mon Dec 5 12:24 :26 2016 MST Page 1 of 2 

Fax 
To: IRS FOIA Request Date : 2016-12-05 

Fax : + 18778079215 Subject: 1 023-EZ Applications 

From: Email: 

Phone: Pages:2 

D Urgent D Please Reply D For Review D Please Recycle D Please Comment 

Comments: 

Request for list of 1 023-EZ applications received in 2016 

RECEIVED BY IRS -EEFAX 12/05/2016 2:25PM (GMT-05:00) 



From 9175346271 1.917.534.6271 Mon Dec 5 12:24:26 2016 MST Page 2 of 2 

Bloomberg 
BNA 

December 5'", 2016 

IRS FOTA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 
Fax: 877-807-9215 

Dear Disclosure Manager: 

1801 South Bell Street 
Arlington, Virginia 22202 

703.341.3000 
www.bna.com 

I am a reporter with Bloomberg BNA requesting documents/data through the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

I am requesting a list of all I 023-EZ applications to the IRS received in 2016, including as many 
details of the applicant's organiLation and the application status as possible tmder FOJA mles. 

Digital format for files or data is preferred. 

As a member of the media, I am appealing for waiver of any fees associated with this request. If 
this is not available, I can cover any necessary fees up to $1000. rf it goes above this amount, 
please inform me first. 

Thank you kindly for your help in this regard, 

Bloomberg BNA 
1801 S Bell St, , VA 22202 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/05/2016 2:25PM (GMT-05:00) 



IRS FOIA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362~3006 

. N0vember 28,.20 1.6 

To Whom It May Concern : 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
DATA SERVICE 

OEC 0 5 2016 

Centralize~ Processing Unit 
Atlanta,GA 

This is a request under the Freedom of In formation Act. I hereby request the following records: 

Materilils r:elating to the review and audit, including but not limited to memos, .letters, talking points and 
determinations made by the· agency, of the Progress and Freedom Foundation in the late .1990s. The matter has been 
extensively covered by tbe press and investigated by Congress, 11nd pertains 10 a nonprofit organization. As such, 
privacy exemptions do not ap1jly. ' 
http://www.nyti mes.comrt 999/02/04/usl,i'r:~~ctears- foundafi on-l.inked-to-gingrich-s-cth ics-d ispute .html 

. . 
The requested documents will be made available to the general public, and this request is not being made for 
commercial purposes. 

·In the event that there are fees, I would be grateful i f you would inform me of the total charges in advance of 
fulfi ll ing my request. I would prefer the request filled electronically, by e-mail attachment if avai lable or CD-ROM 
if not. 

Thank you in advance for your anticipated cooperation in th is matter. r look forward to receiving youn :esponse to 
th is request witliin 20 ·bi.lsiness days;-astil·e·statutc::·recjuifes: 

Sincerely, 

o/~1)~ ,..,.,, 

• I . .. •. • .: .... . · .. 

For mailed responses, please add1:ess (see note): 

.., 
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From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Tue Dec 13 11:33:25 2016 MST Page 1 of 2 

FOIA REQUEST 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

Owner /Founder 

The Black Vault 

htt.Q:LLwww.theblackvault.com 

Toll Free: (800) 456-2228 

International: 1 (818) 655-0474 

Fax: (818) 659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/13/2016 1:34PM (GMT-05:00) 



From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Tue Dec 13 11:33:25 2016 MST Page 2 of 2 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of 

Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status as a ~~representative of 

the news media. 11 I am a freelance television producer often working on 

documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured 

throughout major news organizations, and I freelance writer for news sites as 

well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 

john@greenewald.com, FAX 1-818-659-7688 or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal 

mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of the 

contingency plan, for your agency, if a government shutdown were to occur. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your 

response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

 

 

FAX 1-818-659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/13/2016 1:34PM (GMT-05:00) 



L/L 

Bloomberg 
BNA 

December 9, 2016 

Internal Revenue Service 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 
Fax: 877-807-9215 

To Whom It May Concern: 

X~~33-S~I A8 03AI3J3~ 

1801 South Bell Street 
Arlington, Virginia 
22202 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 

703.341.3000 
www.bna.com 

I request that a copy of any reports detailing the dollar amount and number of returns filed with 
the Additional Medicate Tax and Net Investment Income Tax during calendar year 2015 be 
provided to me. 

Statistics on number of returns and total dollar amount are available in the 2014 data book for 
returns filed in CY20'14. The same statistics are not included in the 2015 data book for CY2015. 
I am requesting any documents, reports or data that include the dollar amount and number of 
returns filed with the Additional Medicate Tax and Net Investment Income Tax during CY2015. 

In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should know that I am a 
representative of the .news media affiliated with Bloomberg BNA, and this request is made as 
part of newsgathering and not for a commercial use. 

I will accept these records as a whole or in parts as 
to clarify my request, please contact me directly at 

Regards, 

become available. If you would like me 

' t . 
·lit. 
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L/L 

Bloomberg 
BNA 

December 9, 2016 

Internal Revenue Service 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 
Fax: 877-807-9215 

To Whom It May Concern: 

X~~33-S~I A8 03AI3J3~ 

1801 South Bell Street 
Arlington, Virginia 
22202 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 

703.341.3000 
www.bna.com 

I request that a copy of any reports detailing the dollar amount and number of returns filed with 
the Additional Medicate Tax and Net Investment Income Tax during calendar year 2015 be 
provided to me. 

Statistics on number of returns and total dollar amount are available in the 2014 data book for 
returns filed in CY20'14. The same statistics are not included in the 2015 data book for CY2015. 
I am requesting any documents, reports or data that include the dollar amount and number of 
returns filed with the Additional Medicate Tax and Net Investment Income Tax during CY2015. 

In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should know that I am a 
representative of the .news media affiliated with Bloomberg BNA, and this request is made as 
part of newsgathering and not for a commercial use. 

I will accept these records as a whole or in parts as 
to clarify my request, please contact me directly at 

Regards, 

' t . 
·lit. 

LlS9£St>C:Ol 



From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Wed Dec 21 14:34:45 2016 MST Page 1 of 3 

FOIA 

REQUESTS 

John Greenewald, Jr. 

Owner /Founder 

The Black Vault 

httQ:LLwww.theblackvault.com 

Toll Free: (800) 456-2228 

International: 1 (818) 655-0474 

Fax: (818) 659-7688 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/21/2016 4:35PM (GMT-05:00) 



From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Wed Dec 21 14:34:45 2016 MST Page 2 of 3 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status 
as a "representative of the news media." I atn a freelance television 
producer often working on documentaries related to my FOIA requests, 
my work is commonly featured throughout major news organizations, 
and I freelance writer for news sites as well. Examples can be given, if 
needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 
john@greenewald.com or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal mail. Please 
contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all 
emails to or from Commissioner John Koskinen, that contain the 
following keyword: 

TRUMP 

The dates to search would be all dates after the processing of FOIA 
cases F 16313-0003 and F 16179-0006. 

Thank you so tnuch for your time, and I am very much looking forward 
to your response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 
 
 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/21/2016 4:35PM (GMT-05:00) 



From The Black Vault 1.818.659.7688 Wed Dec 21 14:34:45 2016 MST Page 3 of 3 

To whom it may concern, 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA requester status 
as a "representative of the news media." I atn a freelance television 
producer often working on documentaries related to my FOIA requests, 
my work is commonly featured throughout major news organizations, 
and I freelance writer for news sites as well. Examples can be given, if 
needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to 
john@greenewald.com or via CD-ROM or DVD via postal mail. Please 
contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of records, electronic or otherwise, of all 
emails to or from Commissioner John Koskinen, that contain the 
following keyword: 

CLINTON 

The dates to search would be all documents after the dates searched for 
FOIA case F16313-0005. 

Thank you so tnuch for your time, and I am very much looking forward 
to your response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 
 
 

RECEIVED BY IRS-EEFAX 12/21/2016 4:35PM (GMT-05:00) 



IRS FOIA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

To Whom It May Concern: 

a&UE sERV\CE 
\NfERNAL RE'I~-.-.. 

oata~··~ 

This is a request under the Federal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), the First 
Amendment to the United States Constitution, the common law ofthe United States, 
the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C.) section 552a, and any statute providing for public access to 
government information: 

I request that I be sent copies of the following documents or, if there is a large 
number, be permitted to inspect the following documents: 

Any and all transition briefing documents or materials given by the Internal 
Revenue Service to the transition/landing team for President-elect Donald 
Trump. This includes copies of materials loaded onto technology (e.g., but not 
limited to, tablets or cloud technology) for ease of use by the transition and/or 
landing teams. 

If possible, I would prefer to receive the largest number of records or documents in 
electronic form. 

I am filing this FOIA request as a "representative of the news media" since I am a 
reporter for The Hill newspaper. This designation entitles me to a waiver of fees 
accumulated during the actual search and review process. However, if your agency 
does determine that I should be charged for any part of this request, please contact 
me before any searches reach an estimate cost of $25. 

Now published four times a week, The Hill delivers solid, non-partisan and objective 
reporting on the business of Washington, covering the inner-workings of Congress, 
as well as the nexus between politics and business. For more information about The 
Hill, please refer to www.thehill.com. 

In reference to our request I have provided the following information addressing 
the points listed in the Department of Justice's FOIA Guide, 2002 Edition: Fees and 
Fee Waivers, as found online at http:/ fwww.usdoj.gov foipjfees.htm. 

1. The content from these documents "is likely to contribute" to the understanding 
of your agency to the common reader. Our reporting would not be possible without 
the specific content garnered by the release of the requested information. Prior to 
an'y action on this FOIA request, this information is not in the public domain. 



2. Due to the nature of our organization, The Hill, the disclosure under our FOIA 
request will "contribute to the understanding of the public at large." The 
information will be printed in our newspaper, The Hill, and on our website, 
www.thehill.com, and will be read by a large number of people. The newspaper's 
current circulation is 21,000 and is read by members of Congress, Capitol Hill staff 
members, executive branch officials, lobbyists and interest groups in the 
Washington. We expect the information produced through this and other FOIA 
requests to serve as the basis for several articles that explain the actions and 
operations of government to the general public. 

3. Reporters at The Hill newspaper also possess the skills necessary to process the 
requested information. We write articles for print and online publication. Other 
members of the media consider us to be a news organization of high standing as 
evidenced by our numerous awards over the years. Additionally, many federal 
agencies have deemed The Hill to be a news media outlet for FOIA requests. 

4. The disclosures we requested through the Freedom of Information Act do not 
primarily serve any "commercial interest" Any data derived from our request will 
be used primarily to educate the public and will be distributed freely. As described 
in section (3), we represent the news media and plan to distribute this information 
to the public. 

As I am sure you are aware, the Freedom of Information Act requires that if part of a 
record is exempt from disclosure, you must redact and release all segregated parts. 
Please describe the deleted material in detail and specify the reasons for believing 
that the alleged statutory justification applies in this instance. 

Do contact me by telephone or e-mail if you have any questions regarding this 
request or recommendations on how to streamline or revise it If my request is 
denied in whole or in part, please specify which exemption(s) is (are) claimed for 
each passage or whole document denied. In addition, please give the number of 
pages in each document and the total number of pages pertaining to this request 
and the dates of the documents withheld. Please provide copies of any logs, internal 
tracking numbers or other file-tracking device or system of documents in existence 
but denied disclosure. Such statements will be helpful in deciding whether to appeal 
an adverse determination. 

I appreciate your attention to this and expect, as the FOIA provides, to hear from 
your office within 20 days. If you have any questions about the nature or scope of 
this request, please call me at 

Sincerely, 



The Hill 
1625 K Street NW, Suite 900 
Washi DC 20006 
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IRS FOIA Request 
HQ FOIA 
Stop 211 
PO Box 621506 
Atlanta, GA 30362-3006 

To Whom It May Concern: 

INTERNAL 
REVENUESER 

Data Service VICE 

DEC 2 8 2016 
~Proc-w.._ 

Atlanta ---.. '9 Unit 
,QA 

This is a request under the Federal Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), the First 
Amendment to the United States Constitution, the common law of the United States, 
the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C.) section 552a, and any statute providing for public access to 
government information: 

I request that I be sent copies of the following documents or, if there is a large 
number, be permitted to inspect the following documents: 

Any and all transition briefing documents or materials given by the Internal 
Revenue Service to the transition/landing team for then-President-elect 
Barack Obama in 2008 and 2009. This includes copies of materials loaded 
onto technology (e.g. tablets or cloud technology) for ease of use by the 
transition and/or landing teams. 

If possible, I would prefer to receive the largest number of records or documents in 
electronic form. 

I am filing this FOIA request as a "representative of the news media" since I am a 
reporter for The Hill newspaper. This designation entitles me to a waiver of fees 
accumulated during the actual search and review process. However, if your agency 
does determine that I should be charged for any part of this request, please contact 
me before any searches reach an estimate cost of $25. 

The Hill delivers solid, non-partisan and objective reporting on the business of 
Washington, covering the inner-workings of Congress, as well as the nexus between 
politics and business. For more information about The Hill, please refer to 
www.thehill.com. 

In reference to our request I have provided the following information addressing 
the points listed in the Department of Justice's FOIA Guide, 2002 Edition: Fees and 
Fee Waivers, as found online at http:/ jwww.usdoj.gov/oipjfees.htm. 

1. The content from these documents "is likely to contribute" to the understanding 
of your agency to the common reader. Our reporting would not be possible without 
the specific content garnered by the release of the requested information. Prior to 
any action on this FOIA request, this information is not in the public domain. 



2. Due to the nature of our organization, The Hill, the disclosure under our FOIA 
request will"contribute to the understanding of the public at large." The 
information will be printed in our newspaper, The Hill, and on our website, 
www.thehill.com, and will be read by a large number of people. The newspaper's 
current circulation is 21,000 and is read by members of Congress, Capitol Hill staff 
members, executive branch officials, lobbyists and interest groups in the 
Washington. We expect the information produced through this and other FOIA 
requests to serve as the basis for several articles that explain the actions and 
operations of government to the general public. 

3. Reporters at The Hill newspaper also possess the skills necessary to process the 
requested information. We write articles for print and online publication. Other 
members of the media consider us to be a news organization of high standing as 
evidenced by our numerous awards over the years. Additionally, many federal 
agencies have deemed The Hill to be a news media outlet for FOIA requests. 

4. The disclosures we requested through the Freedom of Information Act do not 
primarily serve any "commercial interest." Any data derived from our request will 
be used primarily to educate the public and will be distributed freely. As described 
in section (3), we represent the news media and plan to distribute this information 
to the public. 

As I am sure you are aware, the Freedom of Information Act requires that if part of a 
record is exempt from disclosure, you must redact and release all segregated parts. 
Please describe the deleted material in detail and specify the reasons for believing 
that the alleged statutory justification applies in this instance . 

. Do contact me by telephone or e-mail if you have any questions regarding this 
request or recommendations on how to streamline or revise it. If my request is 
denied in whole or in part, please specify which exemption(s) is (are) claimed for 
each passage or whole document denied. In addition, please give the number of 
pages in each document and the total number of pages pertaining to this request 
and the dates of the documents withheld. Please provide copies of any logs, internal 
tracking numbers or other file-tracking device or system of documents in existence 
but denied disclosure. Such statements will be helpful in deciding whether to appeal 
an adverse determination. 

I appreciate your attention to this and expect, as the FOIA provides, to hear from 
your office within 20 days. If have a estions about the nature or scope of 
this request, please call me at 

Sincerely, 



The Hill 
1625 K Street NW, Suite 900 
Wash DC 20006 
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December 23,2016 

Via FedEx 

Internal Revenue Service 
FOIA Requests 
Headquarters Disclosure Office 
4800 Buford Highway- Stop 93 - A 
Chamblee, GA 39901-0093 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
Data Service 

DEC 2 8 2016 

Centralized Proceealng Unit· 
AUanta, GA 

This is a request under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. §552. This office 
represents Committee For Efficient Government, a public interest group and on behalf of my client 
we are seeking the following documents: 

Note: Long-term travel as used in this FOIA request means IRS employ~es that are at a temporary 
duty location ("TDY") for more than two months. 

1.) Copies of the IRS policies for long-tenn travel of its employees for each of the following years: 
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

2.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
on long-term travel for each of the following years: 2013, 2014,2015, and 2016. · 

3.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the total trip cost per IRS 
employee on long-tenn travel for each of the following years: 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

4.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the total trip cost of all IRS 
employees on long-tenn travel for each of the following years: 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

5.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
who traveled 125 business days or more and the total trip cost per IRS employee that traveled 125 
business days or more for each ofthe following years: 2013, 2014,2015, and 2016. 

6.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the total cost of lodging per 
IRS employee on long-tenn travel for each of the following years: 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 



7.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the average cost of lodging 
per IRS employee on long-term travel for each of the following years: 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

8.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the total cost of meals and 
incidental expenses of all IRS employees on long-term travel for each of the following years: 2013, 
2014, 2015, and 2016. 

9.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the average cost of meals and 
incidental expenses per IRS employee on long-term travel for each of the following years: 2013, 
2014, 2015, and 2016. 

10.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
on long-term travel staying at luxury hotels and luxury apartments for each of the following years: 
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

11.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the total cost of IRS 
employees on long-term travel staying at luxury hotels and luxury apartments for each of the 
following years: 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

12.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the average cost per IRS 
employee on long-term travel staying at luxury hotels and luxury apartments for each of the 
following years: 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

13.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the total cost of taxis of all 
IRS employees on long-term travel for each of the following years: 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

14.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the average cost of taxis per 
IRS employee on long-term travel for each of the following years: 2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

15.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting that the IRS has taken steps 
to reduce excess travel expenditures of IRS employee on long-term travel for each of the following 
years: 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

16.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the total cost of laundry and 
dry cleaning of all IRS employees on long-term travel for each of the following years: 2013, 2014, 
2015, and 2016. 

17.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the average cost of laundry 
and dry cleaning per IRS employee on long-term travel for each of the following years: 2013, 
2014, 2015, and 2016. 

18.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the total cost of cable and 
internet of all IRS employees on long-term travel for each of the following years: 2013, 2014, 
2015, and 2016. 

2 



19.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the average cost of cable and 
internet per IRS employee on long-term travel for each of the following years: 2013,2014,2015, 
and 2016. 

20.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
on long-term travel that had total trip costs exceeding $25,000 in one year for each of the following 
years: 2013,2014,2015, and 2016. 

21.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
on long-term travel that had total trip costs exceeding $50,000 in one year for each of the following 
years: 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

22.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
on long-term travel that had total trip costs exceeding $75,000 in one year for each of the following 
years: 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

23.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
on long-term travel that had total trip costs exceeding $100,000 in one year for each of the 
following years: 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

24.) Copies of any data, reports or internal memorandums reflecting the number of IRS employees 
on long-term travel that had total trip costs exceeding $250,000 in one year for each of the 
following years: 2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016. 

If you conclude that any of the documents requested below are exempt from disclosure under 
FOIA, I request that the IRS exercise its discretion and disclose any such documents despite such 
conclusion. If you conclude that any requested document(s) contain both exempt and nonexempt 
material under FOIA, and you also decide not to disclose the exempt material, I request that all 
nonexempt material be disclosed and that deletion or redaction of exempt material be plainly and 
conspicuously indicated. 

If you determine that certain documents or parts of documents are exempt, and you decide not to 
release such documents or parts of documents, I request that you specify which exemption(s) 
specified in 5 U.S.C. § 552(b) you contend applies to each document or part of a document not 
released. If you determine that any requested documents for which the IRS does not possess 
identical copies are not in the possession, custody or control or otherwise available to the IRS, I 
request that you identify all federal agencies, other entities or individuals believed to have 
possession, custody or control of such documents or to which any such documents might otherwise 
be available, together with the specific documents or categories of documents believed to be in the 
possession, custody or control or otherwise available to each such federal agency, other entity or 
individual. 

We agree to pay any and all expenses up to $500 related to this request. If you anticipate that the 
expenses would exceed $500, we would appreciate being advised thereof in advance of the 
assembly of those records and the estimated charge in excess of $500, if any, for doing so. If the 
expenses exceed $500 I am requesting a fee waiver below on behalf of my client, Committee For 
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Efficient Government. In order to determine my status for the applicability of fees, you should 
know that I am an "Other" Requester seeking information for non-commercial or personal use. 

I request that any notification of those determinations specified above be provided to me within 
ten (I 0) days of the submission of this request, even if you should find it necessary to extend the 
initial ten (10) day period provided for the IRS's response to locate and copy those requested 
documents that are in the possession, custody or control of the IRS or otherwise available to the 
IRS. 

Please send your response, and direct any inquiries, to: 

As proof of identity, I am including a copy of my driver's license. 

Request for Expedited Processing 

The Freedom of Information Act provides for expedited processing if the requester asks in writing 
and demonstrates a compelling need for the information. See Internal Revenue Manual, 11.3.13.8.4 
Expedited Response, (08-14-2013). The information being sought is urgently needed by my client 
Committee For Efficient Government (CFEG). CFEG is primarily engaged in disseminating 
information in order to inform the public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government 
activity. 

CFEG hosts a website, http://www.cfegov.org/home/. On its website CFEG provides information 
to the public regarding Federal Government activity. CFEG's mission 

4 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 



CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/rnission-statement/ (last 
accessed December 23, 2016) (emphasis added). 

CFEG is engaged in reporting, preventing and eliminating fraud, waste and abuse in government. 
The requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the 
public concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

Waiver of Fees Requested 

This is a request for which a fee waiver is required under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii). 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)( 4 )(A)(iii) states: 

Documents shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the 
fees established under clause (ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public 
interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the 
operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requestor. 

As the courts have observed, the fee waiver provision 'was added to FOIA 'in an attempt to prevent 
government agencies from using high fees to discourage certain types of requesters and requests' 
in a clear reference to requests from journalists, scholars, and most important for our purposes, 
nonprofit public interest groups." Better Gov't Ass'n v. Dep't of State, 780 F. 2d 86, 93-94 (D.C. 
Cir. 1986). FOIA fee waiver requests are to be liberally construed in favor of noncommercial 
requesters, such as in this case. See, e.g., Judicial Watch, Inc. v. Rossotti, 326 F.3d 1309, 1312 
(D.C. Cir. 2003). 

The factors identified in 26 C.F.R. § 601.702(f)(2)(i) also dictate a fee waiver here as the 
information will lead to: (a) information which concerns the Internal Revenue Service's operations 
or activities, (b) information which will contribute to an understanding of the agency's operations 
or activities, (c) information which will likely contribute to the general public's understanding of 
the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (my clients will make these records broadly 
available, for free, and through a variety of means), and (d) will significantly contribute to the 
public's understanding of the Internal Revenue Service's operations or activities (the information 
is not already available to the general public). 

ll(A). Disclosure of the Requested Materials Will Lead to Information Which Will 
Contribute to the Public Understanding of the Operations or Activities of Government 
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This FOIA requests records pertaining to the cost of long-term travel of IRS employees. The 
requested information will enable CFEG to obtain information which will better inform the public 
concerning actual or alleged Federal Government activity. 

The requested information will likely lead to and contribute significantly to the public's 
understanding of the IRS's operations and activities with respect to the cost of long-term travel of 
IRS employees. 

II(B). Disclosure of the Materials is Not Primarily in the Commercial Interest of the Requesters; 
My Client Intends to Widely Distribute the Information Obtained to the Public at No Charge 

My client is uniquely situated to digest and disseminate information received from the IRS. 

As discussed below, my client will disseminate information received from the IRS which will shed 
light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the cost of long-term travel of IRS employees. 

My client intends to disseminate the information received as follows: 

6 

1. By hosting the disclosed information on the website of the Committee for Efficient 

Government ("CFEG"), http://www.cfegov.org/home/. CFEG's mission 

is to seek and explore ways in which the Government can 
operate more efficiently and bring those ideas and 
solutions to the forefront of Congress and the American 
public. 

One of CFEG's goals is to bring transparency to 
government and to protect the American taxpayer and 
the U.S. Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing 
to their attention examples of government losses, such as 
the losses which are occurring at the U.S. Treasury as a 
result of the identity theft-based tax refund fraud 
problem. 

CFEG's mission is to also bring transparency to the U.S. 
Treasury by educating lawmakers and bringing to their 
attention examples of government losses through 
inefficiency, mismanagement, negligence, and waste 
which has resulted in the depletion of government assets, 
resources and taxpayer money. 

See "Mission Statement," http://www.cfegov.org/home/mission-statement/ (last 
accessed December 23, 2016) (emphasis added). 

Significantly, CFEG has prior experience in communicating to the public the pressing 
issues related to the identity theft tax refund fraud epidemic. Its website includes 
statistics related to the identity theft tax refund fraud problem, as well as discussion of 



potential solutions, and information for how members of the public who have been 
victimized can seek help. 

CFEG also lobbies Congress, seeking to support the introduction and passage of 
legislation that will effectively address the identity theft tax refund fraud problem and 
require the IRS to commit the necessary resources to effectively combat this problem. 
CFEG's website also has resources to help the public contact their elected officials to 
share their views on these issues. The requested records will lead to information which 
will shed light upon operations within the IRS pertaining to the cost of long-term travel 
of IRS employees. 

The information will be provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and increase 
the public's understanding of the operations of the IRS. The information wilJ be 
provided to a wide audience for the public benefit and will be hosted on CFEG's 
website. They will be readily available, for free, to any member of the public with 
ability to access the internet. They wilJ be especially likely to be found by individuals 
interested in ensuring governmental transparency and efficiency. 

My client also intends to look for additional ways to offer the information to the public at no cost. 
They are private citizens who are passionate about government transparency and eliminating 
government waste. They do not stand to gain any commercial benefit as a result of the 
dissemination of these materials. 

These are precisely the circumstances under which a fee waiver is required. If you have any 
questions or seek clarification regarding any of the points raised above, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

I look forward to your confirmation that the IRS will agree to waive a quoted fee and proceed with 
the processing of this important FOIA request. Please contact me at your earliest convenience to 
advise me that the Treasury Department will make the requested copies available. If you have any 
further questions regarding this request, please contact me at your convenience. Thank you. 
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