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15 MAY 197Z 

MET·fORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 

VIA 

SUBJECT 

Deputy Director for Plans 

Release of Documents Furnished to the 
President's Commission by the Central 
Intellisence_ Agency · 

On Monday, 8 Hay 1972, Mr . .A¥-t-ktMI'= .. Q~~ey visited 
Congressman Richard !chord to show hiQ the exhibits he 
requested and to ansNer any·questions. nr. !chord is · 
Chairman of the House Committee on Internal· Security. 
It was quickly apparent that he knm.,r very little about 
the Oswald case~ and that he had been misled by Bernard 
Fenstenvald, Jr. regarding the extent of CIA's coverage 
of Oswald when he was in Nexico Citv. Mr. !chord ex
amiried the documents and raised a number of points 
which were answered candidly and Nithout reservation. 
He thanked us for easing his ~ind and s~id that we cbuld 
consider th~ matter closed. Mr. !chord was well-disposed 
towa~d this Agency from the.onset and assured us that 
anything said or shown to him would be held in strict 
confidence. A more detailed memorandum is attached. 

1 Attachment, A/S 

Deputy -Cluet 
.COUfl"te;~.wiJWt~~~48·~· 

Document Number 

for FOIA Review on SEP 1976 
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SUBJECT: :Lee Harvey· Oswald Case: Briefing of Congressman 
Richard I chord, 8 May 19 72 

1. :.rr. Josenh O'Neill;- Of£:ice of 'the Legislative 
Counsel, presented r.Ir. ""'bkw;a.jt•~·, '·rho furnished the 
exhibits reque~ted by the Congressman, ~nd answered his 
questions ·as follm..rs: 

2. ~lr. !chord said he l'las concerned over one aspect 
of the. Os~..rald Investigation from the standpoint of 'his 
cormnittee. He i·Tanted to know if "during CIA's investigation 

·.of Osliald when· he ,.,.as in ~,!exico'' -1·re developeG. any evidence 
··.of a. conspiratorial· relationship between the Soviets and 

· Oswaldei ther through our coverage of the Embassy or 
·outside meetings. ~e .specifically refeired. to S6viet 
consular officials· Pavel Antonovich Yatskov and Valeriy 
Vladimirovich Kostikov, one dr both of who~ Oswal~· 
contacted at the Soviet Embassy. (Both Yatskov and Kos tikov 
ltere identified. in the Commission's Report as consular 
officials-and KGB representatives.) I told him that CIA 
4id not have Oswald und~i investigation when he ~as in 
Mexico City; directed his attention to the pertinent 
exhibit; and explained that the KGB affiliations of the 
two· Soviets "\•rere su"!)plied by CIA experts who were aw·are 
of their activities and not by anything said or indicated 
by Os,.;ald in the evidence campi led by us. Mr. I chord et:-i=tnl r.s 
examined the exhibit, noted that OsN·ald' s s:bort oGOD:Y.e;r;s-a-t.ions 
only related to securing visks; indicated that he had been 
misinformed; and said that he had no further questions to 
ask on this poin~. 

3. He said that his question ~vas sparked by Bernard 
Fenster\'lald, Jr. a former constituent, about whom he 
kne11 very little ,.,hen he requested the docmnen ts. Since 
then he has learned of Fens ten.,rald' s dubious credentials 
as an expert on the assassination and of his association 
\<fi th Jim Garris son and others of questionable repute. 
I detailed our mvn difficulties with Fens tenvald, his 
insistence that liTe are hiding something, and how, as 
Executive Director of the Committee to Investigate 
Assassinations, he has been pressing us to release our 
classified documents under threat of invokinP the . .u 

Freedom of Information Act. 
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4. At Mr. !chord's requ6st, I gave him a complete 
rundown on how CIA learned of Oswald's oresence in Mexico, 
and the circunstances 'surroundin~ ·the uhoto of the · 
unknm'ln man '·rhich was taken ~t-~ ... ,*~~t,;.,-,_~·sy"': 
I specifi~d and refuted the assorted allegations regarding 
this picture 'vhich l-lere generated by Ed•oJard Epstein, . 
Wesley Liebe ler (a former Commission attorney), Hark Lane, 
Jim Garrisson, and later Bernard fenster.oJald 7 Jr. I 
mention~d that Fenster.vald tpld us a year ago that he 
knetV the ~denti ty of the unknoHn man but so far has not 
volunteered his name. One of Garrisson'~ charges was that 
Oswald Has a CIA agent and that we cut him otit of the 
picture. I took the occasion to stress that Oswald was 
not a CIA agent and that 'i!e never had anything to do lvi th 
him. 

5. I Mentioned that when the President's Commission 
came into existence Nr. Helms issued specific instructions 
to cooperate fully with the Commission and to give it 
compl~te access to any information bearing on the assassin.a
tion;'that Corr1mission members, at !'-fr. Helm's invitation 
visited our ~-!exico ~ sta~·..:ion for an on-the-scene · 
briefing and inspection. I told him that \ve have not 
released exhibits relating tp Os1·!ald' s visits to the Soviet 
and Cuban Embassies,· because the sources of the above 
information are extremely sensitive and still productive. 
Mr. !chord fully agreed on this score and complimented us 
on the extent of our coverage. 

6. l'vir. I chord as ked 1vha t steps CIA "I.'/ as taking to 
declassify its other documents. I told him of the required 
five year cycle (one coming up shortly), the revie1..r 
process, our interim releases, and CIA's desire to release 
them all as quickly as the need for protecting the!n subsides. 
I pointed out that most of our material consists of "nut 
complaints"'. rumors' gossip' etc; \.fhich have no security 
significance per se but could be embarassing to innocent 
persons; disclose a productive and friendly foreign source; 
or acknowledge CIA's presence abroad \vhere .diplomatically 
this would be inadvisable. I ci · · h the 
"crank ca 11:' that originated in~=;;===:=F""'~=;:=~~=r====...J-U..JJ,,i;ll....--, 
in 1968 '"e tried to declassify 1s ex 1 1 

security officials objected on the grounds 
publicly acknm'lledge CIA presence on their soil and perhaps 
stir unwarranted controversy. I. stated that despite the 
above- type pr9blems we gradually have been ·declassifying 
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CIA's material, sanitizing exhibits, as necessary to 
protect ,our sources and methods. 

7. I mentioned in passi~g, that two other things 
beyond 6ur ·control have contributed to the misconceptions 
over our exhibits: 'A) The inadvertent release by National 
Archives of the master list of numbered exhibits shortly 
after the demise of the President's Commission lid thout 
distinguishing beb1een overt and· classified items; and 
B). the fact that many exhibi-ts bear different numbers 
but are interrelated, thus giving a. false impression that· 
there are more exhibits than is the case. The -release 
of the master list without the accompanying documents 
caused much apprehension and misinterpretation, particularly 
among assassination "buffs" and Agency critics. I cited·-. 
the "Oswald and the U- 2" entry which l'!as \ddely exploited 
until Ne declassified the document a couple of years ago.· 

.. 
8. Mr. !chord asked if ·any CIA members served on . 

the Preside~t's Commission. I said no, but mentioned that 
fo.rmer DCI Allen Dulles was on the Commission. He then 
turned to the makeup of the Commission staff and ho\v it 

·was chose-n. I· replied that l~e were not really competent 
to comment on how. it was chosen but the staff cons is ted 
largely of attorneys of varied political and ethnical 
backgrounds· from lvidely separated parts of the country; 
that, from my observation, the Commission l<~as impressively 
organized and a highly moti v;:~.ted, hard ..,..rorking group. 

9. Nr. !chord stated that he had no further questions 
to ask and thanked us for easing his mind. We offered to 
produce any other documents he might uish. to see. Mr. I chord 
replied that this would not be necessary. He returned our 
exhibits and told us· to consider the matter closed. 

A'tthnr -fi;:o'<.'"-f}oe:tey 

.: . ''! 

..,..~~fir~ / 
'--llillllijlllllll!iiiiO .. ~~~*'~,; ..... ~~o:ti·.a;;-·~~~-

... ··-···· -----·-··· 
... 
.. 
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~·;E~·!ORi\~InU.:'-! FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 

VIA 

SW1JECf 

Deputy Director for Plans 

· · Release of Documents Furnished to. t!te · 
President's Conmission by the Central 
Intelligence Agency 

On ~!onday, S Hay 1972, Nr. visited 
Congressman Richard !chord to show him the exhibits he 
reque-.s ted and to ansNer any questions. ~.!r. I chord is 
Chairman of the House Committee on Internal Security. 
It was quickly a,parent that he knew very little about 
the Os~>~ald C3se, and that he had been T!lis led by Bernard 
Fenster\.;ald, .Jr. regarding the extent of CIA's coverage 
of Oswald \..rhen he \'las· in Nexico Ci tv. )lr. I chord ex
amined the documents~and raised a n~mber of points 
which ~ere answered candidly and without reservation. 
He th.5~nked us .for. easing his mind and said that .,.,e could 
consider the matter closed. Mr. Ichord was well-disposed 
to~V'ard this Agency from the onset and assured us that 
anything said or shO\V'n to him ~v-ould be held in strict 
confidence. A .more detailed memorandum is attached. 

• 
1 Attachment, A/S 

Document Number 

for FOIA Review ora SEP 1978 

• 

-- ..... __ --...........__ -. -"""' ........... ___ ---·---- .. 
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St!B.TECT: l .. ce Harvey Os,\·ald Case: Briefing of Congressr.um 
~ic;hard !chord, 8 :'.~ay 1972 

~- ~.fr. Joseoh O'::!eill, Office of "the Legislative 
Counsel, presented l\!r. , ;•:ho furnished the 
exhibits requested by the Congressman, and nnsNered his 
questions as follOi·rs: 

2. :·lr. I chord said he 1.;as concerned aver one aspect 
of the Os~ald Investigation froc the standpoint of his 
committee. He l'o"anted to knm.,r 'if "durin CL\'s investi ation 

f Os!-rald 

er t roug 
outsi e tneetin~s. He specifically :referred t-o Soviet 
consular officials Pavel Antonovich Yatsko\' and Valeriy 

·vladimirovich KostikoY, one or both of whom .Oswal~ . 
. contacted at the Soviet Embassy. (Both Yatskov and Kos til:ov 
'l...rere identified in the Commission's Report. a.S consular 
officials and KGB representative-s.) I ·told llim that CIA 
did not hav• Oswald under investigation when he was in 
r.!exico City; directed his attention to· the pertinent 
e~hibit; and e~vlained that the KGB affiliations of the 
ttvoo Soviets 11ere supplied by CIA experts \'t"hg tV"ere a\Y'are 
of their activities· and not by anything said or indicated 

·by Osl~Tald i.n the ~vidence com'!:)iled by us. ·Mr. !chord 
examined the exhibit, noted that Os~ll'ald' s ef..f'o...ts 
only related to se'curing vis as; indicated tl:'tat he had bee~ 
misinformed; and said that he had no. further questions to 
ask on this point. 

3. He said that his question ~.,as s·ua:rkcd by Bernard 
Fe~sterwald, Jr. a fcirmer constituent, about whom he 
kne•o~ very little \'lhen he requested the documents~ Since 
then he has learned of Fensteniald' s dubious credential 
as an expert on t e assass nation an l.S asso 1on 
with Jim Garrisson and others of ouestiona~le repute. 
I detailed our o~.;n difficulties Hith Fensten'lald, his 
insistence that t.:e are hiding somethin~, and h.O'!.'{_. as 
Executi vc ·Director of the Committee to Investigate 
Assassinations, he has been uressin~ us to release our 
classified documents under threat o~ invokin~ the 
Freedom of Inforcation Act. 

! 
: 

·•···-·······--- -~--__j ____ --· --.--. .,...-.-_...,.._---~-
-~~· ....... _ ...................... "; .... ... ... --·· . _.; .... 
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'L .\t nr. Ich.ord's request, t gave hin n COr.l;Jletc 
rundo•·rri on hm-.r CIA learned of c~~·:ald' s '!_)&esence in i-!exico, 
nne.! t'v::· circur.tstances surroundin-:r the nhoto of t~u~ 
nn~no~·ni ~an 't.Yhi ch ;-ras t:J.:,en · · 
I specified. ~nd refuted the as;ortcd alle~ations regardin: 
t~ds n.Tctnrc ,.;hich t-.rerc generated by I:cl~.;ard E:,>stein., 

·ji 
."· 

~·:esley ·\i~belet' (a former Co;'11nissi.on nttorney), ~:3-rk !.ane, 
Jim GHr:risson, and later Bernard Fenster.·rald, Jr. I 
r.1ention~c) t'hat Fensten'lald told us a year ago t.~:Lt !1c 
l:ne~.r the identity of the unknm.,rn rr:::m "hut so far has not 
volUJltcered hii n~me. One of Garrisson's charges was that 
Oswald :·Hls a CIA agent and. that llC cut him out of the 
oicture. I took the occasion to stress that Oswald was 
not a CIA agent and that 1,·:e nev·:::r ~1ad an~,titing to do \-lith 

·him. 

5. I mentioned th*t when the President's Commission 
came into existence Hr. Helms issued specific instructions 
to cooperate fully t·rith the Commission and to give it 
cor.:.plete -access to any information bearing on· the assassina
tion; that Co!'tmission me:nbcrs, at ~-~r. Helr.t's invitation 
visited our Mexico ~ station for an on-the-scene 
briefin~ and inspec.tion. I told him that ~\"e have not· 
released exhibits relatin£ to Oswald's visits to the ·Soviet 
and Cuban Jimbassics, because the sources of the above 
information are extremely sensitive and still productive. 
~lr. ·!chord fully agreed on this score and complimented us 
on the extent of our coverage. 

6;. f..tr. Ichord asked t•r!1at stens CIA ,.;as tal\:in-g to 
declassi-fy its other documents. I· told him of the required 
five year· cycle· Cone ·coming u"!? shortly),· the revie'~ · 
process,_ our interim releases, and CIA's desire to release 
them all ns quickly as the need for protecting them subsi.des .. 
I pointed out that most of our material consists of "nut 
complaints"·, rumors, gossip, etc; ,.;h ich have no security 
significance per se but could he crnbarassing to innocent 
persons; disclose a productive and friendly foreign source; 
or acknbl..rledge CIA's presence abroad '1.-T!~ere .diplor.~atically 
this · \•lould be inadvisable. I cited our ex'l)e rience 'N"i th the 
"crank call" that originated in . · · · . · . . • ho\-1 
in 1968 h"e tried to declassify this exhibit but 
security officials objected on the grounds that it ·'!.-rould 
publicly ncknm'lledge CIA presence on their soil and perhaps 
stir um·r:q·ranted controversy. I stated that despite the 
above- type problems \'le gradually have been "declassifying 

--------r-~~------~~~~---------
0 • • • •• ·-·~ •• ·---------~-·-·--:-~---- .. q·•• ·~ •• 
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CI ,, . 1 . . . h"b" ~"' s r:>;lt.Crla , santtl:::tng ex 1 :tts, ns necessary to 
nrotect our sources and methods . 

7. I mentione~ in passing, _that two other things 
be~·ond nur control have contributed to the misconceptions 
over onr cxhibi ts: A) The inadvertent release by ;~ationnl 
:'.rchi '-''·"' of. the nas ter list of numhcred exhibits shortly 
after t. 1!•2' demise of the President's Commission 'd t!1out 
distin~:ui;hing bet1.,;een overt and classified items; and 
B) the· fo.tct that many exhibits bear different numbers 
~ut are interrel~ted, thus giving a false. im~ression that 
there a:re more exhibits than is the case. Tl1e release 
of the master list \·.ri thout the accompanying documents 
caused much apprehension and misinterpretation, particu~3rly 

. among assassination "buffs" and Agency critics. I cited -·. · 
th~ "Oswald and th.e U-2'' entry •.v-hich \'ias \ddely· eXP.loi ted 
un.til Ne declassified the doc'ument a couple of years ago. 

. . 

. 8. ~!r. ·I chord asked if any CIA members serveC:. .on 
the President's Commission. I said no, but m~ntioned that 
former DCI Allen Dulles \V'as on the Commission. He: then 
turned to the makeup of the Commission staff and ho\..r it 
·to.•as chosen. I replied that \..re were not really competent 
to comment on. ·ho\V' it \•tas chosen but the staff cons is ted 
largely of attorneys of varied political and ethnical 

_.backgrounds from 1.-tidely separated parts of the. country; 
, that, from my observatio&~, the Commission ~·ras impressively· 

organized and. a highly motivated, hard working group. 
-

9. Ur. Ichord stated that he had no further questions 
to ask and thanked us for easing his mind. ~'!e offered to 
produce any. other documents he might l·lish. to sc;e. Mr. !chord· 

1 replied. that this ~'ll'ould not be necessan·. He returned our 
j · cxhibi ts and. told us· to consider the matter closed. 
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