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5 November 1959 

oeclass:i:t,r! i'l'ld Approved tor Release 
by the C t:iili .il lntelli.gence Agency 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chlef. WH Division Date: -~ooa 

SUBJECT : Activities of Nun~ Portouondo, 
and Rudolf Fernandez·· ,,,. -

. 1. On 4-November .Mr. J. Patd.ck Coyne, ,Staff Dire-ctor of 
the P~e~ddent~,. Bo~~d :IS){ Gon.eultw.ta on-F.'o.reign:Iu.tc~igci:u;e .Ac~yi,ties. 
b:rqttght.to see m·e Mr •. Charles M~phy.-· forme1:ly per1JG.lUli as.sisUw.~ to 
.Pre~ident·.T:rt.Unall. -.and Ml:• -H .. Gra~:MorbQ.U; ... ~:rnUt;ly with: the· 
. Departm¢nt: of.J'Witke. who are now :paxtm.era hl_.the: fi:tm -~ Morl~~ . , -. 
Murphy,. Clsi.pp·. k Abranus~ Qoyne.left th.etle gerl.tiel!nea.~Uh-xn~~and·.fuey 
proceeded to· tell. me Gf dial.cu.s~ona taey hav~~ l.:l;aving 'Iilith _ -· . 
D~ •. Nti.ne~: l?ortou:ondo .and Rudolf Fe:rrumde24:~ ;_,The·se .Cubarus: were;·.,_ 
.appal'~tly put in: touch with. Mori$oll. tlu:rougk:a .m.9-tual friend. Mr .. Gillespie. 
President q!- Dixie Industries Corporation in Atlanta, Georgia.· 
Fernande:&. h rep®ted to be are.sident of T#.l:npa~ --. .Flo:clda.- and .Atlanta · 

'.wh.e.~~ b.~.know~.Gil_, l.e~.pie •. [Appar~tly L 0 s-.· _Jl.u.·.~.atfahlyac:M.vel r~_I ~L) 
:•-ource;_ .of· ~he FBI-.in Atlanta. and states that ne nas given tb.:~m mEUly _ . ~ 
reports on activitie~ in Cuba l:>y th~ .anti-CMtr() under~ T-hc!:se · . . . 
include a report which the FBI h&a diS.s~~d;. a.eeordin:g to Murphy. . . 
that a eoic:mel in the MVD (as reported) -waa still active in Cuba. .J 

- --~:.9:·.~·,· ::::~, ·~·-::/~~:::·~: .... !~ .... 

2. The propo$itio.n that ·the G~fl;.ha.ve ,put,"to-.·1hese- Waahington 
lawyers is. tQ the effect that they would like usu.rance that the Uait~d 
Sta~e~. Government-will .not intervene should they IUlcceeQ. in mounting· a 
·cinitary e#editlou in Guatemala. to proceed to Cuba to attempt to ove:T­
thraw the Castro regime. Appa:rently Portouondo.:ha.s stiAr:.5$ed tb.e·faet 
that-th~f 'will not abus:e.:the b.ospib..Uty of the UnUed States. and will stage 
'.all' of thelr operations ~utside o£ this country. He allege..., that he has the 
;~suppor-t of sevel:'al other LaHn Am~rican countriea, and that there are a · 
considerable number of Cuban exiles who will retspond to his iaitiative • 

. Among 'thots.e mentione~d were fnu Martinez in Florida and Ge.n. Tabernilla 
·in the Dominican Republic •. According to Portou.ondo, if something is 
hot done soon about the ·~nuation in Cuba. the government will be com­
pletely undeu: Communist control within a few months. He alleges that 
there a.t"e .200. RussiaruJ and 300 Chlnese actively at work organizing the 
Communists in Cuba. The quea~ol;i'P-~ to me by Me1urs. MtU'phy_and 
Morison waa what sh.ould thef'd~';:~~f-~ythlng, with Portouondo; shoUld 
they agree to represent him and, it ao, should they register as repreaent-
ing foreign interests and requ~.ts.t:_.. sue~ regi!Stration be k~pt confidential? 

~· ;." ·. ·:~·. 



' ,. 

3. Mes~n:s. Murphy and Morison went on to state that they 
understood that representatives of the ten corporations which have the 

~· largest interests in Cuba are plan.nin.g to mobniie Congressional preasure 
on the Department of State to do something about it. They stated that 
these corporations felt there was little ru&e in going to the Department of 
State or to Secretary Rubottom beca.u~e they would get the classic a.n.itwer 
that the United States does no.t interfere in the internal affairs.of a 
sovereign power. They also said that they felt there should be one focal 
point. m the Government for people like Portouondo· and these corporation5 
to deal with--not in the Department. of State~· 

4. I tha.nked th.ese genUemen for their .information and told~ 
them. I would place it in the hands of expert.s and _tl'ee what guidance we .,.

0

, 

could giv~ th(l'n'l. I pointed O'ut thaf we were c~tly . - • .. ro:acb.ed 
b.y <:ubin$' and repeatedly gave 'thenrtlie ·adVtce''tM~;t '· · · '· 
aff&ir·:W:id that they wet:-e the ones who Khould' <fu'·sOb.e:thing;_-. 'l p~t~· 

. . . I . .. . .. . . o • •• • • • •. 

out·t:o·Uiem that ·Portouondol~ proposal· s:Otm'ded ·~ori:iewl;mt' ilalv~ .!naSriihch 
as ·'Castro'·appeared to have= thl: liupp<:n:f~f':Uie'tiU!k of the paople'itiid;~Jt ... . 
thr:~tci:i.ed. t~O:':a.rm·the Campes.blos if thdre·~ ·ailY t'hreit ;dt~~i-ntfi ~, ... : 

·mvru:d.ott!' ··t.a,!so aaidd;fult .tb.e·sli_ghte~t fn~~.£U. S~ bwOlvement 
would have extr·eme··ad_Ve-r·s~- ef-feCtS in 'tl~ls.;·;C~try. : -~::· · ·· · 

. : ~~-. ~ ·-::-•· ... :· . -

•• '· 

0 ~h Would y'Oii let ~ know at ~ ~lien coavehle1lCe -w~t. .. 
~dv.icc•·,f-ah:oald' give ~0 the$e gatlemen~· 0~ w~t~ yoU: wollld"iltie tQ 'tie-· 
put'·dh:•¢C;ny in· tou.ch ·~ith.. them 1 "· · 0

- •• •
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