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More (and better) news on Church Comm. records at NARA Il

This constitutes an amendment to my alarmist E-mail of yesterday. What | (and Steve, too, apparently) once
knew but had forgotten is that at the front of each of the 41 Church Committee boxes at NARA Il is a by-record-
number hardcopy list of the documents located in that box. | now recall seeing these lists at the front of at
least most of the boxes in the collection, although someone would have to check to see if all the boxes contain
them.What this means is that, given a RIF and record number, it is theoretically possible to locate a Church
Committee record by going to one box after another and scanning each box-list until the sought-after record
number is spotted.Because this is such a time-consuming exercise (perhaps after a while, a searcher would
become familiar with boxes which tended to have records from a given disk, thus expediting the process), it
seems to me that the need for a project which would add a box # field to each RIF is only partially
mitigated.Joan made a Church Committee search request of Ramona in Steve's office earlier this week, which
Ramona was actually able to execute via the above method -- which precipitated a follow-up call on my part
which in turn led to this E-mail.
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