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Subject: Your telephone message from Friday 8/16/96

Body:

I received your phone message when I came into work today (Saturday). I tried calling your office, but there 

was no answer. I tried to call you at home, but your number is unlisted. I will be out of town for the first half of 

next week. You may leave messages for me.I have read the letters that you sent to Judge Tunheim. They were, 

of course, personally distressing to me inasmuch as I had spent an enormous amount of time preparing for the 

medical depositions. I attempted to conduct professional, conscientious, and thorough depositions on an issue 

that I believe is of significant importance. Instead of thanking the Board for moving into this difficult area (that 

the Board was not required to pursue), you created a controversy that undercut my hard work. As I am sure 

you know, the Board members are all working part time (a few days per month). The professional staff of the 

Review Board, on the other hand, is full time. Prior to my coming to the Review Board, I had been involved in 

more than 100 depositions. I am the only one one the staff (or Board) with such experience. What is your 

basis, given these facts, for thinking that the Board members should have been leading the depositions? Had 

the Board done so, might someone who is conspiratorially inclined have said indignantly: "Why did the Board 

members conduct the depositions? They had no expertise in this area. They are only part-timers. The General 

Counsel had a great deal of expertise, but the Board went ahead and took charge anyway." See how easy 

accusations are? In my personal opinion, the August 12 letter was 100% counterproductive. It created an 

unwarranted controversy where there shouldn't have been one. It consumed a great deal of my time as I had 

to address issues it raised. Unfortunately, it also had the effect of undermining the credibility of those who -- 

without knowing the facts -- make rather strident allegations.
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