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Letter to Livingstone

FUIUURIHIL YUU TTHZTHIL YT IHILTITOLTU 111 JTCTIHNE dll TTLUPY Ul LHIT ITLLTT 1 alll OSTIHIUINE LU LIVIIIEOLWUIIT.AURUDL 21,
1996BY FACSIMILE AND U.S. MAILMr. Harrison E. Livingstone3025 Abell AvenueBaltimore, Maryland
21218Dear Mr. Livingstone:l received your letter dated August 20, 1996, upon my return to Washington.
Because | understand that you are about to go on vacation, | want to get this letter to you before you
leave.When | met you at the Board's August hearing, you asked me for a copy of my resume. | dont have one
with me today, but | will describe the basics. | have received three post-graduate degrees: a Ph.D. from
Harvard, a J.D. from Boston University (magna cum laude), and an A.M. from the University of Chicago. After
graduating from law school, | was a law clerk for a Federal judge in Massachusetts and | then was a litigator for
several years with the law firm of Covington & Burling. During the time | worked at Covington, | was involved
in the depositions of more than 100 witnesses on a wide variety of legal, medical, and technical issues. | hope
this brief description helps.As you know, rumors spread quickly in the JFK research community. Sometimes the
rumors have little to do with reality. Sometimes people are quoted as having said things that they did not say.
In order to help set the record straight, and to address issues raised in your letter, | thought it would be
appropriate to make the following points without specifically commenting on your characterizations of what
some researchers may or may not have said.First, no one outside of the Review Board has seen the transcripts
from any of the medical depositions. (The witnesses were, of course, allowed to see their own transcripts but
not those of other witnesses.) Second, the transcripts will not be disclosed until our work on the medical
aspects of the case are concluded. This we are doing in order to isolate the witnesses' statements and to
obtain more candid responses. The doctors all stated, under oath, that they would not discuss the substance
of their depositions with anyone until the Review Board has completed its work on the medical evidence. |
believe that it is a sound practice to keep one witness from knowing what another witness has said under
oath. If transcripts were to be released publicly, we would no longer be able to take advantage of that sound
practice.Third, once our medical work is concluded, the transcripts will be released to the public in their
entirety. Fourth, | have not discussed the witnesses' answers to my questions with anyone outside of the
Review Board. We have scrupulously avoided giving any JFK researcher privileged access to information and
that policy will continue. Thus, for the same reason that we have given no privileged information to Dr. Gary
Aguilar (for example), so we cannot provide any privileged information to you. Just as you would think it would
be unfair for us to give early access to the transcripts to someone other than yourself, you should be able to
understand that others would believe it to be unfair if we were to give you privileged access to the
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