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Something like this:-- we are an independent agency of the United States gov't-- we are not conducting an 

investigation, but are merely collecting and clarifying records-- we need to try and locate a copy (or 

photocopy) of the Christchurch Star from Saturday, November 23, 1963; also, we'd like to speak with anyone 

from the paper who might be able to tell us what time the issue went to press, if that is possible -- reason for 

request is: a former USAF officer happened to be in Christchurch that day and first read of the assassination in 

this issue of the paper. He has become a prominent author on the subject, and mentions the paper in his 

book. We are trying to verify some of his statements.-- If they ask what the story is, or why we want the paper, 

explain that you are not at liberty to divulge details of our work, but if they are interested, the story can be 

found in JFK by Oliver Stone. Discuss nothing further than that. If they press you, tell them that we would be 

happy to submit a request in writing, and provide supporting information in that request, if they would like. Do 

not make this offer unless they press you. We would, obviously, like to keep this as informal and unofficial as 

possible.
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