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Cool, isn't it?  The Steelers' owners, the Rooney family, are Irish-American and have a long history of 

involvement with the old country.  In 1976, Dan Rooney assisted Tony O'Reilly (CEO of H.J. Heinz Co., also 

based in Pittsburgh) in setting up the Ireland Fund to assist reconciliation and economic development work in 

Ireland (north and south).  In 1987 the Ireland Fund merged with the American Irish Foundation, which JFK 

had set up in June of '63; the new, combined, organization was named the American Ireland Fund, which is 

doing very good work to this very day.
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