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o It is regrettable but inescapable that the timing of
this demand by the Committee makes our decisions much more
subject to public comment and criticism. The present interest
in, and repeated stories related to, the allegations in the
case of Mr. Rowe makes this one of the worst times to come
to a point of absolute refusal in the face of the justifica-
tions advanced by the Committee. If and when we reach the
ultimate confrontation over the possible disclosure of
informants, our position will be extremely strengthened by
any steps we can take consistent with our needs to protect
our informants to provide the Committee with necessary
evidence and information. That balance, at least at this
stage, is best struck by offering the limited access under
discussion.

Since the Committee's last request was directed personally
to the Attorney General by the Chairman of the Committee, the
Committee is preparing for public hearings in the near future,
and has delayed issuing subpoenas for these materials based on
y representations that we were making immediate efforts to
espond, we should not delay our response to the Committee.
Therefore, I am sending a copy of this request to the Attorney
eneral. If the Bureau disagrees with my determination and
decides not to comply with my decision, your response should
pe directed to the Attorney General so this matter can be resolved

quickly.
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