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. ,Memérandum to Mr. Gallagher
RE: °"MURKIN

According to Rev. Lawson that move left the fire
station unmanned and they were moved to a station which was
already fully manned and equipped. Also accordiiig to Rev.
Lawson, a Negro policeman, who worked the beat which included the
motel where Dr. King was killed, was moved off of that beat the
day Dr. King was killed, April 4, 1968, but prior to the
killing. ‘This Atlanta LHM was furnished to the CRD on
2/3/69.

An airtel from the Memphis Office of the FBI,
dated 1/31/69 (serial 5533) reflects information from the
Memphis PD that it had no officers assigned to a "walking beat"
in Memphis on the day Dr. King was killed.

An airtel from our Memphis Office dated 2/11/69
(serial 5557) reflects that Rev. Lawson was interviewed by
the FBI on 2/11/69 and he advised he feels that certain
occurrences may have some significance.

Rev. Lawson said that on about April 2 or April 3,
1968, a Negro fireman, Floyd E. Newsum, was transferred from
the firestation near the Lorraine Motel to another station
that was already fully manned: He also said that another
Negro fireman, name unknown, was transferred from that same
station to another station on either Tuesday or Wednesday night
beféfé King was murdered on Thursday afternoon. He said this
second fireman was transferred in the middle of his shift and

was transferred "out of rotation."
Rev. Lawson explained "out of rotation" as follows: .

When a fireman is assigned to a piece of equipment
he remains in that assignment until all the men already assigned
to it have been transferred. 1In other words; the last man
assigned is the last man transferred.

Rev. Lawson stated also that a Negro police officer,
Detective E. E: Redditt, who had been assigned to the same ) -
fire station to provide protection for Dr. King, had been
removed from the station sometime prior to the murder.

Rev. Lawson stated he has made no attempt to verify
any of this information except fot ‘his interview with Floyd
Newsum.

This new select House Committee, to date, has made
no request of the FBI.
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