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ARTICHOKE Confecrence, 15 July 1953

1. On Thursday, 15 July 1953, between 2:C0 and 3:15 PM, an

ARTICHOKE Conference was held in the SO Conference Room 2065 I
B\nldmg. Preeent at th1s Conferencc \'lcre&m'ﬂﬁm

reprcsentmg TSS ""2
representing the Medical Staff; B o rsens
_rﬂp _esentmn the Director's Office and OSI; and :‘- ‘

R representma DDP :

B opened the Conference by mtroducmgﬁ"ﬁa
®3Y as the DDP representative,

stated the S1detcne Delay machine had been

% of Chmaao to m andiﬁmm

stated that the examination had been of a general
f‘f's-f-_.‘_

L 3 CiIx~
plained that after certain studies and tests were made by the
Technical Branch IRB, the device would be turned over to TSS

for their study and any tests they cared to'make in conncctmn with

_ this devxce.

4. Several newspaper clippings whn.ch bore dn-ectly on
ARTICHOKE matters were displayed. BEZNE

the situation of a former Agency official who had become a
chroniq alcoholic and who, at the present time, was undergoing
operative treatment in Dallas, Texas, for a possible brain
tumor. This individual had ¢called the Agency prior to the
operation and warned that when given certain types of anes-
thetics {sodium pentothal) previously he had been known to talk
coherently. The matter was taken care of by placing an SSD
representative in the operation room and by bringing the various

A

then discussed

ersonnel art1c1 ating in the operation under the Secrecy Agree-
D 3 P v P P Y £8

' stated that the subject did talk extensively under

the influence of.sodlum pentothol and revealed internal problems

of the Agency. EiINaalsy added that he was acquainted with the
details in the case. ~
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. . of Agency personnel would be paramount in such matters

‘means.

* preceeding conference, ¥

' at thxs time.

- approval.

Ry .
Mmoo then commented that nis ty e of tang nao

5. LTI
been a sow.ce of gre. concern to himself and others 2

operations work and stated he hoped that the ARTICHOKRE cfforts
to produce some method that would perhaps guarantee amnesias on
the parts of those knowing of Agency operations in vital spcots
would be successful. He stated that some individuals in the
Agency had to know tremendous amounts of information and if any
way could be found to produce amnecsias for this type of informa-
tion -~ for instance, after the individual had left the Agency --

it would be a remarkable thing. QRERTIEERS stated the need for -
amnesias was particularly great in operations work. @"’n“f‘%
udé&m both explaincd that work was continually being

done in an effort to produce controlled amnesias by various

- ~ .

6. ESLTsgion called attenhon to the fact that at the
c sy had advanced the idea of

testing new methods, new chemzcals and new techniques (znd com-
binations thereof) on certain carefully selected employees of
the Agency, probably individuals in the Training groups. L st 4
Sz pointed cut also the matter was scheduled for discussion
A discussion followed in which ‘all hands were in
agreement that if the testing could properly be protected znd
controlled and if it were thoroughly governed by the Medical
Staff that the work would be of extreme value both from an ex-
perience point of view for those tested and from a research
point of view for ARTICHOKE, &5255838 ¥ stated.that it
was his idea that stzff employees (in Tralmng) be carefully
screened and that they be'tested on a volun*eer basis with any
new or untried chemicals or techniques prov1ded that the Medicz

"Staff was given complete authority to determine whether cr not

such testing was safe. {TSIEFETETivm insisted that pretection .
2nd only
after certification by the Medical Staff and the Medical S:zff
completely handling the chemicals or drugs in guestion could

the testing then be carried out. It was suggested by agresment
‘among 211 hands that the matter be taken up with certain key
officials in the Training Branch as to whether or not they con-
sidered the matter feasible and sound andm”’ﬁm stated he
andBEREEEM would approach the Training officials. It was
further aoreed that after this had been done and basic de: ails
ironed out, the matter should then be taken up at the preoper

level with the top administrative people of the Agency for
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8. At this point in the confercnce, ﬁ***WWdl tributed
- a paper cntitled "ARTICIIOKE; Rcstatcm(,nt ox Program" dated )
16 July 1953 and signed bykeztaaii ok %m%

cxphnncd tnt the papc.r had bccn prc'mrcd,‘.t the direction of

L4

study and comment., & ~ > B %
$set forth in general a restatement of the ARTICHOKE program and-
redef rcd certain proposed work in connection \vu.h the projecct,

. CHOKE mission was entirely sound and we were hapdlmg with the
proper pnorxty the various broad fields we were studying.
o M also stated he wanted to find out, in thc opinion . o=
‘of those assembled, whether or not the work was ﬁomg too Iar or
not far enough or if it were properly in line. 5382 3
stated it was his pr‘nc1pa.l desire to make certain the entire
. ARTICHOKE group and all participating dw*s ons comp]etcly and

totally backed the ARTICHOXE work. ioai s concluded
by stating that he hoped at the next meeting we would have 2 full
discussion concern‘ng the ARTICHOKE work and that if any of the
participating groups or individuals present had any ideas or

: suggestmns that they would be taken up at t}us time,

9. Followmg A m,m

“‘t
,dxscussm*‘x. £ .

stated that TSS was ma.kmﬂ successful progress in items of in-

terest to ARTICHOKE Sﬁm stated that in connection
P ERASYS g\w-*;-\ e e
‘Vlth t"xe CECIM TR RS Ry

some progress was being made and
: would work with the Surgeon General's Qifice in this
) connection. E;,.’w“! %28y further stated thatefZleouseng intended

24

to talk with all doctors that he could ‘each that were involved

in mecdical decisions.in the case e.nd!,.,;e IR would attempt to
assemble a2nd study the medical histories. In addition, ,,,:::.'.,“ 3
will, in the future, approach the principal in the case if 2 . i

proper and suitable cover can be established to per'nnr.:,w" J;;?a:%s

to do this,

i‘:"& explamed in some detail the back-

w"""""""j letter and then passed out copies of

the OSI reply to the feuwaRiBgofficials for s;udy by the group. . Lo
During a general discussion that followed, &rmﬁ”ﬁ pomted ' o . R
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. out that working with e ;::’rhb@ scienti{ic people . gh. be
very advantageous since he stated that the f'ﬁ""“:‘:mg government
permitted certain activitics which were not perimitted by the
United States government (i.c. cxpcrimcnts on anthrax, ctc.).

11, Following this, Q‘m'%statcd-that he felt that

if the ARTICHOKE organization would sct up a list of require-
ments for information, he would survey the possibilities of the .
transmission of these requirements to the various field stations
and the various desks in the operations end. K S
suggested that po.~,<1b1 a recuxrcment sent to the cccunty Cificers
both in ‘%wfg ‘.ndﬂ"“ might be productive of good results.

i SETF and QLLEIEM® informed LIASSPEINY they regarded his
ideas as sound and would assemble a list of requirements and '
give them to him in the immediate future.

I dxscussed briefly certain mterestmg
aspects of the dehvcry of food by the U. S. Government to East
Germany with the possible charges of food poisoning, etc. which
the Soviets would make agamst free food.
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-
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coni’erence by pomtmo out that in gcn°ra1 the ARTICHO"{E work
was quite well defined but often the ""by-products' of ARTICHOKE
experimentation and research would be cf interest to many di-
visions throughout the Agency. BEEEATeTe jRescplained that
where 2 discovery was made through the ARTICHOKE efforts and
did not 2pply to the ARTICHOKE work immediately that discovery
whether chemical or otherwise would be given at once to the pro-
perly mtcrestcd division of the Agency.
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15. The mecti. | adjourncd at approxirately 3 1 .. 2fter
Thursday, 20 August 1953, had been sclected as the time of the
next meeting. The mnceting will be held as usual in the SO Con-
fercnce Room.
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