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FEFRAIICESET WEF 278523 S

February 13, 1963

‘treasurer

G
o _,

n accounting of the grant made to me by ,@4
s ~ n 1959, You did not indicate what sort
of an accou*xtmg you desir ed -whether financial or other,

As I recall I submiited a budget with the request for thé grant,.and
can say the money was expended a8 budgeted. One hundred dollars
wag expended for bocks and the remainder of $2, 400 was expended
for salary to me during the three summer- months, aupportmg my
studies in communication theory,— = === S

The grant frcm

led to 2 seriea-of rapers |
in the content of my graduate courses -at
and 2180 to my continuing work in-communication theory.

I hopa that this information will fulfill your needs, and if not that
you will let me know what additional information you desive.

Yours sincerely,

P mfessor ‘ o
W oortify that eervme or materials have bden
“ : : satisfactorily received anl the cxpenditures

o T wére incurred on officlal his :

Daten ,%“/&J“ I

AT AT R IR S E ST e N Nt e S K b e Ao s, 05 A T et e B T T A A R T S I SR L U G A I AR S0 i

{ <,\,‘\\,‘,J;‘;~f_1\f 58T, R

TR W e e S TR R PR, B Xy




NPERIEPEL ISP S

. T U e T S D R : 3 ‘);.M;N‘w‘m x;:w“"m : ‘
?v} . - . PR (:? [o ‘r:—;w'_wa Z @'
& . 7 . .

RECEIFT

Receipt is hercby acknowledged of the following:

- _ Cashier's Check N t of $5,750.00, drawn
£ on d payable to the
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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE RECORD

SUBJECT : MKULTRA, Svbprojeet 102

1.. It is requested that Subproject 102 be approved to

groups a3 a function of group membership in accordance with the

e.t‘tac'hed' proposal.

2. This project will be funded throuzh RN
T e Tor éecux:it;)r a:ﬁd cov'e}:' purpc»sesr
and the eccountings for funds expended in it shall conforam to the
established vrocedures of that orgenization.  Any permenent equipuent
rr:quiredf for the project will bacome the property" c;f the University
in lieu ;::f higher overhead charges.

3.; The total cost of this project for a périmi of one yeaxr is

esti.mateﬂ te be $5,750.00 as indicated in the attached budget, Charges

should te made against Allotuent 0525-1009-h902, '

T T TR e s N TS M S T A w3 % ML Y P N 0 S L SR T SR,




am

L

conduct of this project.

»

No clearcd or witting persons axe concerned with the

755/Chemical Division

Approved for Obligabicn of
Funds: :

Date:

Attached::
Proposal

Distribution:
Criginal only
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October 2, 1959

SUBJECT: Pro;eff Proposal ~ DI
Enclesad is the proposal fronmthct I described cn the telephone
to you. Do you feel that it should be Transmitted to the Bomd as a Category B

ora Categoxy C proposal?

MEMORANDiA TO: ‘
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October 26, 1959

. c -
Yewo toﬂilii'i. o ¢
. /
Subject: ” Proposal o :
Jo: “i's memo  C

2 st:\Ll walting your renly 15

p‘*Oposal.

tached je.a letter from thed LT
s 3 that Ira'y help you :m oomng 1o a C

on PSR

" decisione.




October 19, 1958

: > nay have C§’
work lﬁ.ﬁt yec.r, end we are 1oo.siing ' o

g DECRUBE QUE © o e
g, ve ere \mable

In ny (»ptnion, vr ,ﬁs proje\,t is hlghlj aignificavt becww of its concen-.
tration vpon group bezvavior in a naturel setting with a very minimua of Inter-
ference or arti.f‘misl*ty It way not be spmront from your correspond nce ¢ith

ugvall ,g,aod 1mgresaion upon cordunliy worksya 5n“ ]

| where be vorked last yoer.. More than any other .
Gaen 1n recout yoars, he wigs sdble to obisin the con- C,
: ninority grouwps in gettlng their full eupport of

his resoarch acbr1ties. He vess reletively naive but highly rotivated obsarvers
who ars glven &xx 1&3 training for this purpose. As a result his data are aulta
frash ond posi cwrealing of things that ave often hidden from the individual in

a more profesy.y ml observer xole,

If you or yaour comsultents have eny questiona concerning this projact ormn 6

) 'z yola in cupporting it, please do not hwitat@ to call upon
furihor infoecebion.

investientor 4
fidenne of ?

Cordlally yours,




De crlptnon of Reuearch Work on Natural Groups (19)8 59}

This renort describes social-psycholegical-research on ratural

cities

groups in dlffer-evxtl.nted socio-cultural sebtings in several“

during the period of October, 1558 --August-15;-1959-while the writer *"'<:L
e~ LT i J Rl B AR B o O

RiBa

b

s grdtB¢UL :
to-the ,:hf7;_g]f7?jf7* B : 5 'fﬂ T § for
1nplement1ng this research and to Dr. of his understending

interest in the project, eff:c1ent support and for frequent stimulating

giscussions while the work was_in progress.—It is also a pleasure to

acknovledge the sympathetic interest and encouragement received from Dr.

The problem of the study was the bebavﬁor of mérbers of informally -~
organized groups as a function of (a) group membership ard (b) differen-
tiated social étimulus situatiors constituting their particular settings.
In order to interrelaie the behavior of individuals to the socio-cultural
setbting and significant items of the setting to the behavior of indivi-
duals, three kLde of data were collected: |

(1) Data related to specified settings (e.g. living conditions,

famllj size and stability, income, Aducation, riobility) .

(2) Data related to group structure (organization) and to group

produzts (e.g. shared practices, values or norns, reactions to.

e e e ey pbee g e SR TSR € T 0L e TR S (Y Y IR namy pye e s, e A W YRy T
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deviation), based on the actual behavicrs of individual members
in the course of their interaction.
(3) Dzta related to the selfmattitﬁdes, aspirations and goals of
the'age—mates of group members living in areas representing
the ?ame and different settings.. . .
The latter as?ect of the study was strategic in linking ecological data
mentioned under (1) and group behavior mentionezd under (2).
in the périod of the project described herz, we wsre able to collect 22:)

data dealing with all the three aspects of the study in

which city wa$ our main concentration during the period. Substantial

prozress has been made in the analysis of behavior data obtained from ——e oo
interaction p;ocesses of groups, in backsground material, ip tabulatioﬁ

and analysis of sociocultural,data,;andlthé’responses to the Self-Radius~

Goals Schedvles (see 3 above).__The results and a discussicn of the im="

plications of this study for pulling together experimental and field

approaches in the study of small grouvps will beiiﬁéofporated in fuller

“technical repbrts. The present report inecludes a'statementicf the under-

lying rationale and principal hypotheses which determined the choice of

cities, areasfwithin them, and groups, and a deécriptibn of what was done

i

in regard to the three aspects of the study mentioned,

Statement of ihe Rationale
The project represents a stoge—of development in our efforts toward
integrating the approaches of the field stud. and laboratory techniques

in the invcstigaﬁion of small groups. Our basic methodological strategy

follewed in the present research as well can be summarized briefly: (a2)
sbart with cwpirical findings from studies of actual groups and their

socio-aultural sottings, (L) formulate hypotheses for experimontal units

T e e e e




102 ig¢
. -
on this basis,j(c) attempt to apply indices developed in experimentation
to actual inte}action situations. The strategy requires £eliance on
findings and techinigues of sociology and cultural anthropology as well
as experimenta} psychology. The inter-disciplinary nature of this
strategy stems:ffom goncern over fqrmulaygon of valid problems and
hecking the validity of rasearch findiﬁéé. - The validity issve is
raised frequently in social-psychological research by discrepancies
betucen generaiizations bascd on empirical field investigations and
reported findiﬁgs from the laboratory. Por example,.such discr.paicies
have occured relative to such central provlems as the effects of group

situations on individual behavior, sccial attitudes, conTormity-deviation,

and the specificity or generality of lead:zrship.

In earlieé efforts theiwriter had vndertaken the laboratory verifi-
cation of essential properties of groups which were repeatedly reported
in empirical social science literature, including social norms and
status relations. -From 1948-195) ¢ studies of-the-formation of small
groups in controlled conditions involving life-like problems were carsieéd ~ o
out. It was féund possible to.replicate closely the formation and
functioning of:small groups and relations between them,

The preseét project extends the basic strategy to the attempt to
utilize and teét conceptual tools devéléped in earlier studies in the
study of naturél groups formed and functioning within the actualities
of specified sceio-cultural (ecological) settings. It follows that
ecological settings varying in specified ways be chosen and that groups
be sclected within those settings.

Natural géoups formed in socio-cultural settings wdergoing differ-

ing degrees of transition are most suitable for this purpose. This
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considerztion determined thab cities be chosen which ave in the process.
of salicnt and accelerated transition and that arcas within them be

selected whose populations are themselves in varying stoges of accul-

turation to dominant features of American life (e.g.

S raéidly growing

city). The Same~consider5%ion suggested that groups be choser within

the areas wh;se nerberships were within the agelevel of adolescence,

since iV is %ell~established that the effects of socio-cultural transi-

tion cre reflected more acutely Curing this developmental period. .
Wnile the pressnb project is mainly concerned with theoretical R

and methodolpgical issues, namely integrating conceptuel tools and

nethods of field end laboratory studies, it-is assumed that substantial

advances in these respects are bournd to have implications for NOrS |

realistic and effective handling of (2) problems of intergroup relations

in actual settings and for (b) devising measures for channeling socially
undesirable modes of behavior, exemplified in delinguency, into more
constructive modes, insofar as_these behaviors are a function of menber<——————

ship in groups and ‘socio-cultural (ecological) setting.

Frincipal Hﬁpothgses and Related Measurement Units.
One set of predictions was basod on previous empirical findings
and experimgntal results and could be made withoub regard to variations - - - =
in sociOucuitural settings,. These predictions _imply definite rescarch
operabions, and their svppert through data obtained from natural groups
constitute validation of prior findings.
A. VWhen twe or mere individuals have motives, interésts, aspirations
or frustrations experienced as commony, they will tend to enter into re-

peated interactions with one anothor, which can be measured in torms of




-5-

frequency of éssogiation over a time span. 102 je’

B. In tine the relationships among individuals thus interacting
are stabilized in differentiated status positions for vach, which compose

The measure of statug difforentiation

a group structure or organization.
is the obsarved frequency of effective initiative displayed Ly individual
members of the group. In the present project, indices of effective ini-~
tiative were {Sbtvained boeth from the rankings by imdepenclenf observers . .. S
and by sociom;’zt:‘ic choices,

c. Alonég with the formation of grovp structure or organization,
group products will emerge. Among them, the most distinct:lia and ragu-

lative of behavior is a sat of volues or nerms relatad to activities

significant to the group and hence to common motivations of meribers.

The operational indices of values or norms are (a) frequency and regu- - —

larity of obszrved praclices by group members and {b) correctives or

other reactions to deviation from such common practices, viz. sanctions.
Singlingz out of motivationnlly relevant facilities, alternatives
and regularities available in specified socio-cultural settings is bound
to yield more specific predictions as to the typical activities, the
group norms agnd behavior of individual members. Socio-eultural indices,
in the form of social statistics for given urben areas (é.g. income,
educaticn, housing facilities, fertility rates, family stability, verti-
cal mobi}.ity)r can be taken as indicative of the stimulus situations
Teced daily by the inhabitants of an avea and thus of 2 framcwork for
motives, aspi;ratic-ns, frustrations and gratifications of those indivi-
dwuals. Such an infercnce from social statistics of an arca is predicated

on demonstrated Yhomogeniely® of the area. Spocific caccks:on intra-

arca variability were attempted in mﬂéﬁ&”&é: regarded as ¢

S R AEITLAR T T e erreE T e RITIW R mei ap e v s s LS e a g s oo e
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essential in future work.

Vaiiations in which the socio-cultural {ecclogical) setting must
e considered;include the relative importance of their group to indi-
vidual membcfs compared with other aspects of social life (e.g. whether
or nct it over-vides family and school), customary activities important
in the group gas measured by freguency, duration and scope), the noture
of activities singlcd out for normative ccncerns, and the goals of group
interaction, és their renge and modeé of attainment are restricted,
evhanced or otherwise shaped by the ecclogical conditicns. Particularly
in the sphere;of normative products of the groups, linked as they are to
evaluations a%d aspirations of Wemvers, varlations reflecting specified
aspects of the partienlar socio-cultural seitings were predicted. Thése
predictions and data relating to them will be included in the report of
the study.

In brief summary, then, it was the aim of the study to validate

(1) first, certain gencral properties as characteristic of informally

crganized greups repardless of their settings, (2).and then to relate .

variaticns initheir content, in typical activities and geals of the

grovp to distinctive featvres of the settings in which the grovp func-
tions. Whlle'mest jnvesticators of smell groups ara aware that benaviorml
data from groﬁp members are related to the setting in which the groups
functicn, iv Eas soldem boen feasible to fermulate speeific hyp&thases
cnabling dircet investization of suchi rolaticnships. A majer concern

in the repert of this wiojeet will be to demenstrate the feasibility of
formulating Hypothes:s portaining divectly to functioral relaticnships

betwesn bohavior in grovps and indices of the socio-eultural sitvation.
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The Sequence of Research Operations and the Collaborators

B werc selected., Collaborators on the sonior

lavel cooperated in each city. Thne senior collaborators are persons ' Q
whe know the areas of the cities chosen intimately, who have relatively
easy access to them and who covld effectively supervise and coordinate

the work of assistants on a junior level.

e AT " 4 ST

[§ corricd out this cclisboration a: great persenal

sacrifice, devoling leng end extended afforts ts the project and bring-
ing tc it broad experiences with the charcecteristics end preblems of

the sreas studied, : o

The writer learnod a great deal from meess«;r*i&nkhé 'topicsr

of ecclogical crens in“ socizl mobility ond instability omong

the*po}ml&tion of thiat ciby, and other preblems reloted to mebie——soo o

vaticnol aspcets of group formaticn and functioning there.
In March, 1959, the work already in progress in the other cities

was extended tr“ria more limited sccpe, namely to the study of

a greup in a low sccio-economic area there and to collection of supple- - C

ras the sepior colldberators Mrﬂigfi‘ectivﬂy -

carried out the supervisicn of cbservations on the group chosen and
supplicd additicnal data requestod by the writer which strengthens the

findings from a similar area dn
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In all cases, data were collected by perscns whe wers perceived
by group memberé oy reépondents, as the case might be, as "one of ush.
Thus the possibility that factors extraneous to the intercst of the .
study which are ﬁnmistakably arovsed by the presence or-inguiries of
a person who differs markedly in appearcnce, node of inperaction or
1lingo" was gxeﬁtly reduced. The time and effortfr@quired.fof instrac- -
ting and trainiﬁg observers and assistonts to insure uniformity of
proceaures wererworthwhile investments, in view of the neecessity of

perccived congruity betweln observer and subjects ——— -

I. Sclection of differcntiated sccic~cultural areas in

R

The original plan’was to select a natural group for intensive
study from each of three differentiated areas in each city:

(2) One arza ropresenting the lower scclo-economic stratom,

' é;7thi§ ssmple was also relatively less

acculturated to 77 4 culture. : (::ﬁ

(b) One arca ropresenting 2 wmiddle socio-economic stratun.

®his sample was also relatively more

acculturated. .

(¢c) One area representing an vpper socio-economic stratum.

~ o
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acculturated cf therthfeé,aréas.,,;,
The extent to which the plan was renlized will be specified as this
report progresses.
The selecticn of differentiated areas within the citics was ac-
cemplished initially with the senior collaboraters through reference

to census tract stalistics andfor other locally available data, including
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the dircet cbservations and acquaintance with the arcas by the colla-

boratirs.

Shortly, spccial pr-rlems

and practical importancs were encountercd in the stucy c-fm

(highest rank area). Briefly, these problems arose from the greater

acculturatinn,:tho Ruidity of ethaic compesition, the marginelity

problens and value confliets in the area, ecach of which weuld have rge—m———-— - -
guired time an& affort veycnd the scope of the present project. Also,

naturel groups in this argy were less amenable to direct cbsorvation

because of relgtive'inaccessibility cf their meeting,places. Such

pracbical censiderations led us te pestpone the study of that area and ™

a grovp within it for the present.

the 1550 consus, it was nocessary to assemble tract data from several

Since proposcd census tracts were drawn ind

" sources:

(2) By appropriately cembining bleek data availoble in the 1950

Census of Housing for these blocks in cach area, o task generously ii

undertaken by ihe staff of thoylis

(v) By reference to a volume prepared locally by a civic committee

.
prirerily concerncd with rocreational facilities but also including
relevant tract statistics.

{c) By ccllecting statistics on the tracts in question from various

local agencics, particularly throvgh the efforts of Mrs, “ and @ .

Mr. “ and, in some cases, by tabulating city data by study areas.
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(@) By a block survey specially-designed by us with the collabora-

tion of Hr. ‘ano ccnm ctcd \ndw Mr. “ pcrscnll supervisi cn of

every tenth household i "ff:through,the strennucus

C

cfforts of Mrs;

] assistcd in the tabwlations., = 70 7

Through the s2 maans, relatively adequate socio-cultural data were
obteinc-d in the tun areas studie»d in mmld these will-be ———F

snalyzed in tan.s of ecmbincd r.oasures‘ taken as sumnnry indices of

y

critvical aspebts of the socic-cultural sctting. The indices ore to be
relatcd toth to the ohservabicnal data on - small groups within the areas
and the quest tionnaire responses (Self-Radivs - Goals Scheduvle 2) of age-
mates in these and other areas sacured in schocls. For example, data
cn edu C&Clvnul ]ev31>;f inhabitants of Tract 1 are relatod to the finding
that ~ver half of the members_cf_the SAfcrmal graup_studied there have
laft school, and that almost one-feurth of the high schcol sample in that
area identifiéd a "perﬁbn who wants to leave schocl!" as somecne "1ike

“me."  As ancther example, cccupaticnal and inceme levels dn the area are
clearly an ercher to expressed aspirations of high schocl students for
eccupatinnaliand finencinl achievement as well as the ranges of th;ir
reference scales defining comfort and poverty. Such differentiated
refercnce sca 10. are alsc reflected in the chsorved cxpericnces and ex-
presscd attitudes of members of smnll groups in the twe areas toward
¢btairing and helding jobs, and tewerds methods of securing material

rewards.

A tepical listing of scci-cultural data cbtoined in

indicates the scope of the analysis:

e RTTT g  P R E ST Ta
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Pepulatica data: npationality, ethmic or language growp, age,

SGX,: deaths by group.
Heusing d?xta: e.g. owner-renter occvpled, conc'iitioh, single or
multiple dwel‘i:ing, persons per roecm, rent, valve, land-
scaping; ty:pe of art cbjects or decoraticn,
Family: fertility rates, number of ‘ﬁéllilail‘en, women in lahor
forx:fe, nead of family, births by place and group,
Occupaticrn ard number 'of faxrij)ly members cmployed,
Ed.acatior;'.\.l levsl

Incame by head of family end 21l members_

Mobility: length of residence ond desired uvpward mobility

Recreational facilitics

In additicn, qualitative data are available from Mr.wand from re-

search undertaken by graduate students at the

BT B

eré selected as representing

lower, middle and upper sceio-economic levels ixftha“areas. Dr.

%, prepared o “’i",,‘f‘f’g}‘?i’,lé‘?é report for the preject on theﬁ

putaticn of the eily and the arcas chesen for study, Date in Dr.

o]
E

R repbrt include these of the statistics abuve availoble frem
the 1950 censug and local sources as well as measurcs of traffic flow
and pepulaticn mobility. His repert appreprintely focusses on indices
of mcbility and instabi.li.’by which are porticularly salient to the

ﬂp:‘:puia‘tﬁ.ﬂn in that rapidly erowing city.

1I. Intensive study of small informal groups in cach area

The guiding censideraticns in the seleeticn and study of an informal




L e

O

102 1g

=12~
group were tﬁa—fald: first, to perform all research operations withoub
undnly cluttéring the ocn-geing processes in the group, insofar 23 possi-
ble; anﬁ sac;nd, to aveid as much as possible the pi%falls of observer
bias. The first consideraticn necossitated a rather elabcrate and re-
peated stnteﬁent of instruc@icns and pracuations for ebservers, The
. second-dictatcd the use of a ccmbination:of techniguss te check and

cross-chack sbserver reports.

the obscrvers were all sceial science students at

=

the task of singling cut and obsérving natural groups in their respec-

tive sreas with enthusiasm. It proved to be feasible fer their cbser-

. T
vaticns te cenbinue only to the peint where group structure and ncrms

were ascerbaineds ' A

¢ It wos possible for the writer

and ¥r. m to meet regularly with these cbservers to discuss

the precudures and problems of the study at every step. T

Because of the value of cumpariscn with comparable formations in

an additicnal group frem a lower sccio-economic level was

studicd in m The observer wadiiui

unique gecgraphic -locatien, ethnic cumposition end histery of conflict

botween mall inf~rinal groups, m is a”g"orld'mirie gfor the study of

natural groups to test sceial-psychclogical principles and to examine

their practical implications fer the pericd of adclescence, This appraisal
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was strengthened by cenfercaces with Mr.mdarmg ihc writer!'s two C
T ~

trips to m ' ' T

Bicause of their detail, the pr'c;bdurul swps in th«ﬁ st.udy of the
infcrmal grovps can be described mcst eccnordcally in outline form.
The reader mey discern thab each procedural step is related Yo the
guiding consideratluns already menbioned, "

1. The area of study was specfied to the observer. His initial

task was to 1dw.t.,tfy . group in that-area ecmpesed of no less than 7 i

end nc mere than 12 male wembers within the age range of 1h-17 years. e

(2) Frocedures fer identif ication-of-groupsi—
: -~

Observers did nct identify groups vy guestioning of

nembers or ¢f lccal L.dults. Groups werc identified by cirect obser-

vation "ot a iut snce” through repeated j,nspec;ti«.nrdf—p‘;.séi"moie gather-————

ing voints in H‘.c area (e.ge plmd?recreabimfcaa—ter, vacant leb, oo
drugstcre) . The initial c!‘if}erjcn for selecting a greup for cbserva-
ticn was simply cbserved frequency & nd TECUXTESNC e of asscciation at
specified Jocabicns in the arca. At ne time during this stags did the
chserver direcﬁly craverse or quesbicon grovwp members.
(v} Fst‘.blxsalng centact and raprort with the group:

Once a group was identified on the basis «f cbserved fre- -
quency of assceiaticn, the cbserver set about to csbtablish centact and
a plausible pretext fcr his prescnce in the area. - _(The real purpcse of
his presence was explained cnly to authe rities in the area who might
justifiably qxic:stic-n his pmsence.) The aim of this prcces‘;s of (—:stqb-"

1ishing contact was to bring the group to the cbserver rather than vice

versa. Fer e:-:amplc , one chserver

boys af_ssopiating frequently to play basketball. After thus identilying

o e A e P RIS BT A PR R

@ cbserved a bunch of Q
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a group fcr sﬁudy, he appeafed on the scene with a new basketball,
which sccn attracted their attention. His pretext for being on the
scene was that he needed the exercise to lose sone weisht,

Gaining yapport with the greuvp, while still refrajning from bé-
cuming a diréctive‘factcr in their interactiun, was the mest difficult
task fer the ycung adulis who sarved as observers!rboth becavse of their
oxn attitudes and the attitudes of adclescents toward ywuﬁg adults.
Observers were persistently instructed to aveid a1l eriticzl comments
about the greup of any members, te aveid-iritiating-a linc of activity,
and in partiéular t: aveid competition for supericrity with group mem- | o
bors in any‘éf their usunl asctivities, even if this mceant being surpassed
by grouv members.

(Cj RecerdiﬁgAgf,Qbscrvatipns;WﬂwWVmMmﬁ, ,,,,, _

Observers refrained frem writing observaticns in the

presence f the group ov in any other way letting them kncw that they
were cbserving group interacticn fir purposes <f a study. They were
instructed tp write down observaticns jmmediately upon leaving the group. . e
it ishobvious that the natural flow ¢f any interaction situation is so
cumplex and btmpelling that selectivity of the ~bserver is beund to enter
into what hé reperts under such circumstances. The wede of sclutien to
this preblem was to instruct the observer beforenand on the specific
aspects of interaction which he was to cbserve at coch stage and then,
as ncted below, te chock his observaticns through cther techniques.

The first fecus ¢f cbservaticn in cvery casc was the status differentiaticn

in the greup.

2. The first fecus of cbsorvaticn Leing status stredture of the

group, the Lollowing were spocified to Jbscrvers as tupies of cbservation

B T T S T BRI
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and repurts at that timo:

Place an? duration of interactica, focus of activities or
discussicn (¢.g. problim, cvent-cyclej, relative frequency of sugges-
tions made by different members, to whom communicaticns were addressed,
raacticns by:group members to sugpesticns mode by the various membors,
decisions reéched, acticns taken cr planned,

(2) Status rankings: After eoch coservation pericd, the ob-- oo
server atteméted te vrder the menbers observed on the basis of the

relavive effectiveness of initiative displayad, . In initial observa-
ticns, specification of ¢nly cne or twe pesiticons wes pessitle.. On
the basis of repcated cbservations of the group, the sbssrver was able

to specify et least the top three and bottom positions in the group.

At this print, a reliability check wes intreduced for both greups in (:i,

. the independent ratin,s of scheel cuthovitics

e JE

provided sucﬁ a checke- - .
(Q) Reli&bility check on cbserver ronkings: The cheek con=:: T
sisted of dévising a situation in whichuihe,t@soprcegluf the grovp were
challiengad in z natural fashion; namely proposing an athletic competi-
tien with aﬁother group - a natural activity to mest American adelescent
bcys. The indepandent rater participated in the situaticn as referee;
he had nct ?reviously abserved the group nor been infurmed of the cb-
server's ratings. Follewing the encounter, the independent rater ranked
greup members on the basis of the same critericn used by the cbserver. . .

om g

*the rank currelation ccefficients between

In both grchps in

<

observer and indepeadent rater rankings were high and significant,
(¢) When sufficient rapport had been established so that cone

wersabien with dndividual monbers was feasible without arcusing suspicicn,

Bt T R LY
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sociometric chrices were cbtaiued through informal conversaticns between
observer and each weomber of the group. Thus status structure was estab-
lished through independent cbservations by two individuals and by the

-

percepticns of members themselves. In rescarch practice, the latter
step was deln yed unitil the final days of the study.

3. The secend focus of observation ywas group products such os
ccmmon practices, values or norms and séﬁéticns. The eriteria fer such
prcducts wéré obscrved recurrences over a pericd of time of coemmon . ;
terms, commen medes of apparel, cemmen procedures in activities, and

specific reacticns to deviaticn, sancticns, from such customary behaviers

on the part ¢f a member. For example, observers in reperted

for cach observalicn pericd the lanvnagu spcken in the group, to whom

spcken ard special terms in eitherd

T \group ad stenda rédized ﬂeflnlte oxeuses to use when

they wanted to aveid playlng w1th the b’Yb, who usually were vic- —
tors in athletic competition.  They wenld quickly assemble two teams and
explain that the gn&c was filled.)

One fihding ccnc?rning reacticn to deviation, t5 be expanded in

the rcpurting of The study, is ¢f particuler interest, In the lower

socic~eccnomic area in » the group observed had considerably
greater importance in the lives of its memcers than cther aspects of the

sceial crgénizatiwn of the area. The evidence for this lies in reports

gy F IR S RTINS, ST e T 8 o e e e RS K NIRRT g L e
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of the wiae ra‘-_;nge of notivities covered by group ncrms, in the relative
disregard for f.he treatment of brothers or sisters by cther group mew-
bers, and the active aislike expresscd fcr authority figures., Conse-

quantly, the gruuu mambor suspected (ss cne was) f rsquealing” ¢n the

TCUP WAS in trcuble.  On the «ther hand, the nuims of the greuwp in the
4 T v ) 1

semewhat higher sncie-eccmmic arca were less comprehen=

sive in a;,t“vi vjes cwvered and observed reacticns to deviation were of
a milder natuxi*e .

k. Recr.-rflstmcti on of the natural histery of the groups Toward
the closc of é‘iract sbsarvation, the natural histcry of the grovp was
censtrveted tﬁrc-ugh all available sources of infarmation. These in-

- cluded intervicws with grovp menbers and local perscns acquainted with
. them, including recrestional persornel, social workers , teachers and

officigls. For both greupsm and the Grf uﬁ cbserved in

n such "natural histcries" were adequately cumpleted. In pro-

viding beckgr-und material on ong ' grcup, we are particu-

larly 1*1cmbted to Me

whese cicse acqugintance with the group

and qulunhl r.r cbservaticns permitited a cumplete and detailed

aatural histery. InN Mr*hmsvlf ccntacted a variety of
sources to provide the necessary historical backgr.und to the group
obsecrved.

The reccnstructed "natural history", relying as it did on inde=—-
pendent sour cg,,s, was particuvlarly valuzble to check whether or nct the
cbservers in this preject in any way affeated the status structure or
the group during the study pericd. In addition, it permitted specifica-
tion of the formation -f the groups, shifts in memborship, changes in

erganization in the past, factors responsible for such changes, and




continuitizs in the "culture" and interests of the group. . Both in the

§ and in‘m cc,ntmmtv in-

the original members of the group were ascertained, the

presert Yhard core® and the “jupiorst of the present membership. Dur-
ing the course of this project, the transition of seme juniors to "hard

core" status was found when about a third of the hard ccre prepared te

depart from the state in the face of official pressurcse—— — -

The ccntinuity of Meudture" is cenditional vpon the solidavity of

the group, and one telling sndication of such sclidarity is the perscnal

sacrifice of time and effort that members of o tightly kait group under- . ..

go ¥ assoziate. In

1t ms found that the dwellings cf -
members of the grovp in the 10}' sceiceconomic area. spre"d cver 10 city

‘alocks east and west and 8 blocks poerth and south, whereas the dwell=

ings of 1rxemn:-ers »f the middle orea extended only 3 or li blockss Beth
grouaps, of course, traveled on foot, nct by car. Mombers of tightly

knit grcup_s, mt.h ccnsequentizl seerets, mist be highly tchoosy" or

dlSCI‘lBllnPt'ﬂg as to whon they admit to membership, and cannot sfford

to rely on sheer proximity as a basis; —Mr. “hos ccllected addi-

ticnal material in“ pcrt] nont to these Y)roblem.“

I1I. Quest%iommire data: Self-Radiuvs --Goals- Schedale

Research efforts utilizing sccic-cultural datay on the one hand,
and behavicral d;nta frem specific incdividvals, on the other, enccunter
diﬁ‘icultﬁ* jn establishing functional relationships between the two

sots of data. The ap proa.ch to this prcblem in the presént research

is the utilizaticn of a ecmbination of methods for checking Jndlcabcd




102 ‘e W |

relaticnships throuyhcut. The guestionnaire data repressnt ancther such

check, specifiéally bearing cn the percepticns of residents of an area

as these relats to the sceic-culbural indices. In-addition, the re-

spenses of ‘age-mates of the mewbers of groups intensively stuﬁied pre-

vide a baseliné fer assessment of the typicality or degree of atypical- -

ity of group members in given respects, relative to their own ang sther

areas cf the city.
A schedule was prepared for administraticn in high scheols, designed f
> be casily read ond cumpleted. The items pertained to self concep-
ticns, aspiraticns an? g.als cf adclescents. Topically, the contents
can bs grcuﬁediaccording to the content of the socic-cultural data.
Thus, there were items pertaining to resicence and housing conditiuné,
language usagé aﬁd éultural preferences, attitudes toward ecucaticnal N
and cecupaticral acﬁievement, toeward parenis and authcfity figures, Clhil
cencepticns of financial achievement énd deprivaticny-ond finally fricnd- .
ship preferences as related to intergroup affinities and rejections.

In effectively previding entrance into SRR | schools, we are

particularly gratefvl to Dr. §@

to the scheel principals and superintendents whe ccoperated at her reo——e

quest.  Schedules were administered under the direct supervision of the (::;’

weiter by

"ccllébrgra‘bed in the e¢<llatiozn and tabulaticn of data.

Data were cnllected from LG2 subjects in seven secoindary schcols

and were tabulated in terms of feur cateperies with the
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I. Twg schools with English-speaking pepulaticn lecated in high
socic~economic areas of the eity.

II. Tue schecls with mixed population from a middle sceis-eecncmic

IT A. English speaking

i1 B.
11T, Three schools in and near the areas =f study with preceminatly |

Bl pcpulations from the low sccic-economic level,

" These data are being snalyzed and are to bs relabed spacificall
g

to the socio-cultural indices. It is already clcar that differences

in the finenciz2l ond cceupaticnal aspiraticns, as well as the actuval
reference scales for evalvating success and failure in these respects, - (22,,:, .

are closely related to differences inJevel of financiel and ococupa-~ — -t e

ticnal achievement in the areas. For exampla, -the median eslimate of

weekly inceme needed to be Wreally well off" varies from §82.60 in the

12w socic-nconemic level  spoaking area, to $332.1L in the uwpper —— -
i 3 » ; -

level, Englich speaking area. Such data, representing relatively "free"
astimates of respondents, are clearly significant psychclogically and

are casily rclated to quantitative sccial statistics.

v

Reports cn Data in Proparation
The feregeing report hes-concentrated on operaticnal aspects of -~ -

he preject, viz. a brief cutline of procedures and the collaberation

o

of varicus persens in the selected cities. —As the writer resumes his

of data will be continued as socn as feaéible, and the results incor-

. ' <o :
perated in further reperte. Specifieslly, the sceic-culinral data and

-~

vbservatien of proups in
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B One group was studied in

Wand additional

with Er.

material on éthers was cbiained. Tt may be necessary to obtain addi-

ticnel data in that city befere undertaking a report of the werk in (

*:m collsboraticn with Mr.& _‘Finally; the data from the

are tabulated and

Self-Kadius - Gzals Schedule cbtained in

resolts will be evaluated within the framework of the rationale and .

apprcach preéented in this.repcrt.. A report will be written in collabor-

aticn with §g§

Submitted by

September 10, 1559




