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NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY 
CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE 

FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755-6000 

JOHN R GREENEWALD 

 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

FOIA Case: 59588A 
18 July 2017 

This responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of 
27 August 2009 for "copies of the five oldest open FOIA cases on record." A copy of 
your request is enclosed. Your request has been processed under the FOIA, and most 
of the documents you requested are enclosed on a CD-ROM. Certain information, 
however, has been deleted from the enclosures, and 48 documents (251 pages) have 
been withheld in their entirety. 

Some of the information deleted from the documents was found to be currently 
and properly classified in accordance with Executive Order 13526. This information 
meets the criteria for classification as set forth in Subparagraph (c) of Section 1.4 and 
remains classified TOP SECRET, SECRET and CONFIDENTIAL as provided in Section 
1.2 of the Executive Order. The information is classified because its disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to cause exceptionally grave damage to the national security. 
Because the information is currently and properly classified, it is exempt from 
disclosure pursuant to the first exemption of the FOIA (5 U.S.C. Section 552(b)(1)). 

In addition, this Agency is authorized by various statutes to protect certain 
information concerning its activities, as well as the names of its employees. We have 
determined that such information exists in these documents. Accordingly, those 
portions are exempt from disclosure pursuant to the third exemption of the FOIA 
which provides for the withholding of information specifically protected from 
disclosure by statute. The specific statutes applicable in this case are Title 18 U.S. 
Code 798; Title 50 U.S. Code 3024(i); and Section 6, Public Law 86-36 (50 U.S. Code 
3605). 

In addition, some of the information has been deleted from the enclosures 
pursuant to the fifth exemption of the FOIA. This exemption applies to inter-agency 
or intra-agency memoranda or letters which would not be available by law to a party 
in litigation with the agency, protecting information that is normally privileged in the 
civil discovery context, such as information that is part of a pre-decisional deliberative 
process and attorney-client privileged information. 

Personal information regarding individuals has also been deleted from the 
enclosures in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552 (b)(6). This exemption protects from 
disclosure information that would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 
personal privacy. In balancing the public interest for the information you request 
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against the privacy interests involved, we have determined that the privacy interests 
sufficiently satisfy the requirements for the application of the (b)(6) exemption. 

Since some documents were withheld in their entirety and information was 
withheid from the enclosures, you may construe this as a partial denial of your 
request. You may appeal this decision. If you decide to appeal, you should do so in 
the manner outlined below. 

• The appeal must be sent via U.S. postal mail, fax, or electronic delivery (e-mail) 
and addressed to: 

NSA/CSS FOIA/PA Appeal Authority (P132), 
National Security Agency, 
9800 Savage Road STE 6932, 
Fort George G. Meade, MD 20755-6932 

The facsimile number is (443)479-3612. 
The appropriate email address to submit an appeal is FOIARSC@nsa.gov. 

• It must be postmarked no later than 90 calendar days of the date of this letter. 
Decisions not appealed within 90 days will not be addressed. 

• Please include the case number provided above. 
• Please describe with sufficient detail why you believe the denial of information 

was unwarranted. 
• NSA will endeavor to respond within 20 working days of receiving your appeal, 

absent any unusual circumstances. 

The Central Intelligence Agency, Air Force, Defense Intelligence Agency, 
Treasury Department, Customs and Border Protection, Army, and National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency have asked that we protect information pursuant to 
(b)(3), (b)(6), and (b)(3)-10USC 424. Some of those deletions have been marked with 
the code OGA (Other Govemment Agency). Their redactions pertain mainly to their 
employee names. We have also redacted the employee names of other agencies 
pursuant to (b)(6) or (b)(7)(C) to release those documents to you and avoid lengthy 
consultations. 

Ends: 
a/s 

Sincerely, 

JOHN R. CHAPMAN 
Chief, FOIA/PA Office 

NSA Initial Denial Authority 
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