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NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY

CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE
FORT GEORGE G. MEADE, MARYLAND 20755-6000

FOIA Case: 79540A
3 November 2016
JOHN GREENEWALD
THE BLACK VAULT

Dear Mr. Greenewald:

This responds to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request of
25 October 2014, which was received by this office on 27 October 2014, for
records related to the “January 21, 1968, a US Air Force B-52 bomber carrying
four hydrogen bombs crashed into the frozen ocean on North Star Bay,
Greenland near Thule Air Base. An escalating cabin fire had forced the crew to
eject from the aircraft. The nuclear payload ruptured and was dispersed during
the subsequent explosion and fire atop the ice, resulting in widespread
radioactive contamination. Copy of all releasable documents, electronic or
otherwise, pertaining to this event, which includes, but is not limited to,
letters, reports, photographs, memos, etc.” As stated in our original letter to
you, dated 29 October 2014, your request has been assigned Case Number
79540. There are no assessable fees for this request.

Your request has been processed under the provisions of the FOIA and
some of the documents you requested are enclosed. These documents are
press clippings and portions of press clippings from our holdings that are
responsive to your request. Additionally, two documents responsive to your
request have been referred to another agency for their action and direct
response to you.

One document responsive to your request has been reviewed by this
Agency as required by the FOIA and has been found to be currently and
properly classified in accordance with Executive Order 13526. This
information meets the criteria for classification as set forth in Subparagraph(s)
(c) of Section 1.4 and remain classified TOP SECRET as provided in Section 1.2
of Executive Order 13526. The information is classified because their
disclosure could reasonably be expected to cause exceptionally grave damage
to the national security. The information is exempt from automatic
declassification in accordance with Section 3.3(b) of E.O. 13526. Because the
documents are currently and properly classified, they are exempt from
disclosure pursuant to the first exemption of the FOIA (5 U.S.C. Section
552(b)(1)).

































































