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B u\HANZA By Al Mas stes

There Is something In a treasure that I_aﬂens vpon a man’t mind. He will curse the day he ever heard
He will see it every time he closes his eyes. He will never lorget it until he Is dead. There is no getting away
a treasure that once fasiens upon your mind. Ll —Conrad’s Nost

“Look here!" The men's hand was .shaking as he held the piece of rock

“What is it, Buckskin?" his friend asked.

“Well, I den't know fqr sure, but it lcoks like it might be gold.”

“Gold?" His friend’s moyth opened wide. “\Where'd it come from?”

“Right here, in this litdle place.” Buckskin picked up a dead branch and poliad at a clelt in the
rocks. 1 was gettin’ some fireweod and saw somethin’ shinin’ here...say, therce'’s another one!” T.
stick, had turned over a picce o. .quartz; it's unde s:de was a shiny yellcm BuCr skm pxcked itupa
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‘ ‘ s . :Z'.L\ - ) . . ‘The small group of men lolling about the ravine

C .. ) '&\o\ encampment crowded around the two men. The

. - R . quartz pieces were passed among them. Yes, it was
| Q Kire | gold. .

e - kN Tension roounted as themen begnn furiously prod-.
. ding at the hillside.
T e 3 . “Hey, wait 2 minute!” Buckskin shouted. “Den't
r/ A L P R & . you mea think somebody oughta go back to Senta
J ’ o nes - Fetofetch ole Tom and the reet?"
) ," ";""' The men Jooked at each other. Some of us Jeave?,

Now? Finally, reluctantly, two of them szaddled their
borses for tbe 250-mile trip. As they mounted, they
.were told to bring back supplies for en indefinite
stay,

Behind them, 25 they rode 2way, 2 bunch of highly
excited men began digging furiously smong the

So begen the arnazing tele of the Besle treasure
codes. The tele hes the two necesszry ingredients
to make it one of the classics: a fabulovs lost reasuse
of.gold and silver, and jewels; and a document that
le2ds the hunter to the burial ground. In addition,
it heg an intriguing festure that maost other lost trea-
sure stories don't have—the op,:o-tumty for anyone

. to bescome a trezsure hunter right in his own living
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— '3‘ { room. This is possible because the treesure docu-
\ At ment is not 2 map but: :asecred ccde that anyone can
SR Y v ,‘f try to unravel.

H3 _We turn now to Robart. "riornss. 2 hotelmen in
17 ‘Lynchburg, Va., in the early 18th century. Morriss
i opersted the plush Franklin Hotel, the largest in
} ! the city. Among his many friends, was Jomes B.

J ; Ward of Czmpbell County, Va.
' s One efternoen in 1862, the second- year of the
L- ' N - Civil War, Morriss invited Ward to his hote! office.

- .} WWhea both were comfortably sested, Morriss pour-
Y ed & drink for Ward, then he leaned {orward and

bezan to tell 2 most incredible story:
“Jim, you're here for a specific purpose, so with-
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out brating around the bush, Il explain. I'm get-
tihg pretty old—84 to be exact—so xt.'s hxgh time I
turned this thing over to somebody else.” He point-
- 64 to & sheaf of papers on his desk. “And with this
war goisg oa i our front yards, you never -kmow
what might happen the next minute.”
Ward started to interrupt but Morriss continued.
“There zre several reasons why I've selected you for
the trust I'm sbout to give friendship for you and

. your femily, the fact that you're-fairly young and in -

* clrecumstances that will allow leisure time, and the
utmost confideace that you'll carry out my wishes.

You must spend &s much time as precticable on the .

repess I'm cbout to give you, and if possible, master
their contents. Finally, if you're successful in {inding
the treasure, you'll keap half of my shere es pay for
your services, then distribute the other half to my’
relstives. The rest you will hold in trust for any
claizpants that might later eppesr and be sble to
prove their claims, If this amount is still unclaimed
eites 20 years, it will revest to you."

o4 on e e = N St et = @ S0 &

them. I'would have had [ dreamed of the future in.
terest that would surround his name.

“At the end of February, Besle left with the same
friends who had come earlier. I then heard nothing

* from him until January 1822, when he egein come to

the botel. His complexion seamed d=rker and swarth.
ier thon ever. ,

“In the spring, he left agnin. But, before doing so,
he handed’'me a box svhich, be seid, contained import.
ant papers. He wanted me.to care for them until
they were cslled for. I kept them, having no ides of
their true importdnce until his letter arrived. This
letter I have carefully prsewed Morriss handed it
to Werd.

The letter was dated “St. Louis, Mo., Mn; 9 1822

" In it-Beale said that ofter a 10-day stay there, he

would be off to the western plains to hunt buffalo
and grizzly bears. In regard to-the box, Besle re
minded Morriss that it should be carcfully guarded.
Also, Besle repeated {Continued on pagze 85}
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Acp shows the Blue Ridge Mountain area where bononza lies
. buried. The Hart brothers had to cross the Peaks of the

Ward was pumed. but since there was nothing

objecticaeble in any of it, be readily agresd. He OuerandprocecdfourmxlestoGoose Creek. (Arrows)

nodded =t the papers on Morriss's desk. "And all
" of this is in those™ .

“Yes," answered Morriss, “but 1t's quite a stcry.
so let's stert at the bezinning.” He pourcd another
drink, then proceeded:

“It was in Jeauary, 18290, rhen I was runnmg the
Washington Hotel, thet I first met Thomes Jeffer-
son Be:.]e He came to the hotel with two other men
and stated his intention of remeining for the winter.
The geatlemen with him, howe\-er, le;t. in a few days
for Richmond. .

“Bezle was over six feet ta]l with jet blzck eyes
£nd bair, He zppeared to be unususlly strong. His

most distinguishing feature was a dark, swarthy
complexion.

“He said he was {rom Virginia, the western part
of the stete, I thought. He never referred to his fam.-
iy or ancestors, nor did I question him concerning
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~ which is the key to §13, 000 in jewels,
5 100 po._mds of szlvo“ and 2,921
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En::ﬁi%a: | Although Code 2—listing the amount £
eleale . that Thomas Jefferson Beale buried in £
'333'3271%‘22' ’ - Bedford County, “abouf four miles £
;:’;c::g?‘%f&&.:? © .. from Bufords".——has been deciphered,
gl S0l and ' no-one has teen able to crack Code 1 i



