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MET,{ORAI'DU\4 FOIT MAIOR 6ENER4L DOUILAS L ILAAB|]RG

FROM: HQ ACC/CC

SUBJECT: Adrlendurr to Appolonnenl Lerter for Comlnande:"-Directed lnvosltga on'

daed 3l Augusr 2007

1'ou verbally requesled an exiension until 10 SepleYnber 200f in order to coslpleE yo'ri

,""i"lg"J"i *irland in;'our repcrt fcr *'e invistigarion ! directed you ro do on

Jl auiusr fOOf. I grarted thal e:itemsion ve:bali)'' Th-'s lerter mtrnoiahzes tlat reo'uesl

-,a1""t""Jt 
"ti"rirg. 

ei"use tteef a copy tot you' records and inclusioo in the filal report
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N{EN,IORA\DU\4 FOR NSPECTOR GE\TERAL OF THE AIR FORCE
ST,AFF JLD6E ADVOCATE. AIR COMBAT COMMAND
I^-SPECTOR GENERAL. MINOT AIR FORCE BASE

SUBJECT: Oversight oi Air Force Investigation ino Circumstances Sunounding the
'. Inadr;ertent Shipmerf of Si\ Nuclear Warheads by B-52 from \4inor Air Force Base

to Barksdale Air Force Base in Ausust 2007

As discussed with representatives of you: offices, we will provide on-scene oversight to
the investigation, directed by the Corunander, Air Combat Command, into circumstances
surouadiag the inadvertent tralsport of nuclear warheads ol a B-52 from Minot Air Force Base
(AFB) to Barksdale AFB dudng last week ofAugust 2007.

Tbe request for independenl review of the mauer was made by letter dated September 5,
2007. to the Secre+"ar;' of Defense from the Chairmar:, Saule Armed Services Committee. At the
same tirde, fie Secretarl' of the Air Force asked the DoD l-nspector General (IG) to ovenight
investigative and inspecrion activities initiated by the Air Force in response to the incident atrd to
follow-up on recommendations generaied by those activities.

We have established a two-person rearn o pmvide independent oversight to t}ie Air Force
commander-direcled invesugation. The tear-Jr will tavel to Barksdale AFB on September 18,
2007, rvhere it \i'ill rneet witJl the Air Force Investigating Officer to rer.'iew the scope and ctn:rent
progress of the Air Force iavestigarion From rhere, the team will bavel to Minot AFB on
September 20 for additional on-scene review. The objective ofDoD IG involvement is to ensue
that the Air Force invesligation thoroughly establirhe< the facts regarding the incideot. identifies
tbe root cause ofthe incident" and reasonably assigx accountability.

We will coordimre our activities with your offices and requesr that you advise Air Force
officials of our role in tbis mancr as you <iccm appropriate.
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