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important clement in this whele matter; namely, a real in-
guiry inco the hasic guecticn: what is the best way to
furthcr the comaon defense aud szcurity, to which questions
as to our atonricbomb programs and the plans for their use,
and the thermonuclear development are subsequent.

I said moral questions, questions of the utter
frigh:Zulness ol this wcapor, quesiions of again seeking
internatioaal contreol -- all are r2levant but none seem to
me the czoiral guestions.

A priacipal misgiving and grave reservation about
the wisdom>f the recommendation to proceed forthwith, and
without mo.re, with the thermonuclear research at an acceler-
ated pace, andprececd prior to this all-important recexamina-
tion of our present course vas as follows: that Y felt that
such a diraction by the Pregident, prior to that reexamina-
tion and parhaps rc-setting of the course would be highly
prejudicial to the examinat’on itgeli, I recognized that
the atmcspuere of ciucitement resulting from a further delay
of a decisioan of the Presidcnt would not be the best atmos-
phere ir waich to function. I was, however, impressed, in
my own wind, with the counter coansideration: that the atmos-
phere resulting from the conditions under which to conduct
the exarination and would probably make a new approach to
the atomic weapons race impossible. The injury to vital

concerns affecting our security aud our position in the world


































































