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As part of the Unitec: States Deep Space Research Pro­
gram, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) is establishing a system uf space probe radio 
communication stations to be known as the Deep Space 
Instrumentation Facility (DSIF). The Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory (JPL) of th~ California Institute of Tech­
nology, under contract to NASA, will act as the liaison 
agent to coordinate the installation and technical opera­
tion of this facility. In order to assure continuous radio 
contact with future space vehicles, three permanent radio 
stations arc to be spaced .1round the Earth at intervals of 
about 120 degrees in l(ngitude. Additional coverage as 
needed for individual space missions will be provided hy 
one or more mobile radio stations. 

The nrst DSIF station to be activated is located at 
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A. Goldstone Receiver Site 

A natural bowl-shaped dry lake bed in a remote sccti 
of California's Mojave Desert was chosen as the site 
the first component of the NASA-]PL Deep Space r 
mentation Facility. Goldstone Station is located about l 
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