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MR. GREGORY: Or Iran in 1979. 

AMB. RICE: This has happened in the past. But-- and so I don't think that we should 
misunderstand what this is. The reason we provide aid in Egypt and in Libya is because it serves 
American interests; because -- · 

MR. GREGORY: But our Americans are not being served if this is the response. 

AMB. RICE: It serves our interests to have Egypt willing and able to maintain its peace treat 
with Israel. It serves our interests for Egypt to continue to be a strong partner. 

Now, let's be clear -- the government -- one President Obama called President Morsi, 
immediately, in Egypt, the security forces came out and had provided very significant protection 
--same in Tunisia, same in Libya, same in Yemen, and all of these leaders have very forcefully 
conveyed their condemnation of what has transpired. . 

MR. GREGORY: But there were conflicting messages from the Morsi govermnent. In Arabic 
they encouraged protests; in English they said stop the protests. This from an ally that we give 
over $1 billion --

AMD. RICE: What has happened, in fact, is that the Egyptian government has come out and 
protected our facilities, our embassy is open today, things are calm, and Morsi has repeatedly 
been clear in his condemnation of what has occurred. 

We are in these partnerships, David, ovet the long term. We think that despite this very bumpy 
path we're on and the. very disturbing images we've seen, it's in the United States fundamental 
interests that people have the ability to choose their own governments; that these governments be 
democratic and free . That's in our long-term best interests.' We need to reinforce that with our 
assistance. 

MR. GREGORY: We are in the middle of a heated presidential campaign, there are different 
foreign policy visions. That's why we wanted to dedicate the hour to this today -- to really 
understand these .qifferent views. 

Mitt Romney spoke out this week. He criticized the administration, talked about whether the 
United· States was apologizing for some of the initial response to this. These were his corrunents 
this week: 

MITT ROMNEY (R): (From videotape.) The administration was wrong to stand by a statement 
sympathizing with those who had breached our embassy in Egypt instead of condemning their 
actions. I think it's a --a-- a-- terrible course to -- for America to stand in apology for our 
values. 

MR. GREGORY: Our embassies did not stand up for free speech in this initial response to this 
violence. And the Republican charge is that it's weakness on the part of this administration that 
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. 
invites this kind of chaos; that the administration has not been tough enough on radical 
extremists that are beginning to take root in these countries. How do you respond to t~at? 

First of all, I think the American people and certainly our diplomats and development experts 
who are putting their lives on the line and around the world every day expect, from our 
leadership, unity in times of challenge, and strong, steady, steadfast leadership of the sort that 
President Obama has been providing. 

With respect to this, I think, vacuous charge of weakness, let's recall -- I think the American 
people fully understand that this is an administration led by a president who said, when he ran for 
office, that he would take the fight to al-Qaida. We have decimated al-Qaida. Osama bin Laden 
is dead. He said we would end the war responsibly in Iraq. We have done that. 

He has restored relationships around the world. I spend every day up at the United Nations where 
I have to interact with 192 other countries. I know how well the United States is viewed, I know 
that our standing is much improved, and it's translated into important support for strong 
American positions, for example, --

MR. GREGORY: Was it inappropriate for Governor Romney to level"the criticism he leveled? 

AMB. RICE: I'm not going to get into politics, David. That's not my role in this job. But I think 
the American people welcome and appreciate strong, steady, unified leadership-- bipartisan-- in 
times of challenge. And for those men and women in our diplomatic service, including those we 
tragically lost, they look to our leadership to be unified and responsible. 

MR. GREGORY: Let's talk about another area where the. administration is on the defensive in 
tenns of leadership in the world, and that is the nuclear threat from Iran. Another area of tension 
between the United States and Israel -- in just a couple of minutes, we will show oudnterview 
with the prime minister ofisrael, Benjamin Netanyahu,. and our viewers will see that. 

One aspect is how close Iran is getting to becoming a nuclear power. I asked him about that. I 
want to show you a piece of the interview and get your reaction to it. 

ISRAEL PRIME MINISTER BENJAMIN NETANYAHU: (From videotape.) I can tell you, 
David, that Iran has been placed with some clear red lines on a few matters, and they've avoided 
crossing them. So I think that as they get closer and closer and closer to the achievement of 
weapons-grade material -- they're very close, they're six months away from being about 90 
percent of having the rich uranium for an atom bomb-- I think that you have to place that red 
line before them now before it's too late. 

MR. GREGORY: (From videotape.) As the prime minister of Israel, has Iran crossed your red 
line? 

PRIME MINISTER NETANYAHU: (From videotape.) Well, the way I would say it, David, is 
they're in the red zone. You know, they're in the last 20 yards, and you can't let them cross that 
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goal line. You can't let them score a touchdown because that would have unbelievable 
consequences, grievous consequences for the peace and se~urity of us all of the world, really. 

MR. GREGORY: What is President Obama's line in the sand-- the point at which he says to 
Iran, don't cross this with your nuclear program or there's going to be a military consequence? 

AMB. RICE: David, the president has been very, very clear. Our bottom line, if you want to call 
it a red. line, the president's bottom line has been that Iran will not acquire a nuclear weapon, and 
we will take no option off the table to ensure that it does not acquire a nuclear weapon, including 
a military option. 

MR. GREGORY: The prime minister says they are acquiring. 

AMB. RICE: But he's talking about a red zone, which is a new concept--

MR. GREGORY: No, he's talking about how close they are to actually becoming a nuclear 
power -- having the development capacity to become a nuclear power. 

AMB. RICE: They're not there yet. They are not there yet. And our assessment is, and we share 
this regularly with our Israeli counterparts in the intelligence and defense community, that there 
is time and space for the pressure we are mounting, which is unprecedented in terms of sanctions 
to still yield results. This is not imminent. The window is not infinite, but let's be clear: The 
sanctions that are now in place reached their high point in July. 

The Iranian economy is suffering. It's shrinking for the first time, negative 1 percent growth. The 
amount of production oflranian oil has dropped 40 percent over the last several months. Their 
currency has plummeted 40 percent over the last several months. This pressure is, even to use the 
Iranians' own words: "crippling ... 

MR. GREGORY: But can you say that President Obama's strategy to keep Iran from acquiring 
a nuclear weapon almost at the end of his first term is succeeding or failing? 

AMB. RICE: David, what is clear is Iran does not have a nuclear weapon, and that Iran is more 
isolated than ever internationally, the economic pressure it is facing is much greater than ever. 
When President Obama came to office, the international community was divided about Iran, and 
Iran was, internally, very united. The ex:act opposite is the case today-- the international 
community is united. We just had another strong resolution out of the IAEA Board of Governors, 
and the internal dynamics in Iran are fracturing and the leadership is divided. 

We are committed, and President Ob~ma is committed to preventing Iran from acquiring a 
nuclear weapon. It is not a policy of containment. But, David, the most difficult and profound 
decision that any president has to make is a decision to go to war. And this president is 
conunitted to exhausting pressure, economic pressure and diplomacy, while there is still time, 
before making a decision of such consequence. 
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MR. GREGORY: Ambassador Rice, the debate continues. Thank you very ·much for your 
views this morning. 

AMB. RICE: Thank you. 
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[RELEASED IN FULL] 

CBS "Face the Nation" 
Host: Bob Schieffer 
Time: 10:30 a.m. EDT, Date: Sunday, September 16, 2012 

MR. SCHIEFFER: And joining us now, Susan Rice the U.N. ambassador-~ our U.N. 
ambassador. · 

Madam Ambassador, he says that this is something that's been in the planning stages for months . 
I understand you have been saying that you think it was spontaneous. Are we not on the same 
page here? · 

SUSAN RICE: Well, Bob, let me tell you what we understand to be the "assessment at present. 
First of all, very importantly, as you discussed with the president, there is an investigation that 
the United States government will launch led by the FBI. That has begun and--

MR. SCHIEFFER: But they're not there yet. 

MS.RICE: They're not on the ground yet, but they have already begun looking at all sorts of 
evidence of various sorts already available to them and to us. And they will get on the ground 
and continue the investigation. 

So we'll want to see the results of that investigation to draw any definitive conclusio·ns. But 
based on the best information we have to date, what our assessment is as of the present is, in fact, 
what it began spontaneously in Benghazi as a reaction to what had transpired some hours earlier 
in Cairo where, of·course, as you know, there was a violent protest outside of our embassy 
sparked by this hateful video. 

But soon after th;:tt spontaneous protest began outside of our consulate in Benghazi, we believe 
that it looks like extremist elements-- individuals-- joined in that-- in that effort with heavy. 
weapons of the sort that are, unfortunately, readily now available in Libya post-revolution arid 
that it spun from there into something much, much more violent. 

MR. SCHIEFFER: But you do not agree with him that this was something that had been plotted 
out several months ago? · 

MS. RICE: We do not have inforniation at present that leads us to conclude that this was 
premeditated or pre-planned. ' 

MR. SCHIEFFER: Do you agree or disagree with him that ai-Qaida had some part in this? 

MS~ RICE: Well, we'll have to find that out. I mean, I think it's clear that there were extremist 
elements that joined and escalated the violence, whether they were al-Qaida affiliates, whether 
they were Libyan-based extremist or al-Qaida itself, I think, is one of the things we'll have to 
detennine. 

~EVIEW AUTHORITY: Archie Bolster, Senior Revieweij 
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MR. SCHIEFFER: There seems to be demonstrations in more than 20 cities as far as we know 
yesterday. Is there any sense that this is leveling off? 

MS RICE: Well, on Friday, of course-- I think that's what you're referring to-- there were a 
number of places around the world in which there were protests, many of them peaceful, some of 
them turned violent. 

And our emphasis has been-- and the president has been very, very clear about this-- priority 
number one is the protectio'n of American personnel and facilities. And we've been working now 
very constructively with host governments around the world to provide the kind of protection we 
need and to condemn the violence. 

What happens going forward-- I think it would be unwise for any of us to predict with certainty. 
Clearly, the last couple 9f days h~ve seen a reduction in protests and a reduction in violence. I 
don't want to predict though what the next days will yield. 

MR. SCHIEFFER: The Romney campaign continues to criticize the administration. Paul Ryan 
was on the campaign trail yesterday saying that the Obama administration has diminished 
America's presence overseas and our image. A direct quote: "If we protect-- if we project 
weakness, they come. If we are strong, our adversaries will not test us and our allies will respond 
to us." · 

What is your response to that? 

MS. RICE: It's twofold. First of all, Bob, I think the American people expect, in times of 
challenge overseas, for our leaders to be ~nified and 'to come together and to be steadfast and 
steady and calm and responsible. And that's certainly what President Obama has been. 

With respect to what I think is a very empty and baseless charge of weakness, let's be plain. I 
mean, the American people know the record very well. President Obama said when he was 
running for president that he would refocus our efforts ana attentions on al-Qaida. We've 
decimated ai-Qaida. Osama bin Laden is gone. 

He also said we would end the war in Iraq responsibly. We've done that. He has protected 
civilians in Libya, and Gadhafi is gone. 

I serve up at United Nations, and I see every day the difference in how countries around the 
world view the United States. They view us as a partner. They view us as somebody they want to 
work with. They view President Obama as somebody they trust. Our standing in the world is 
much stronger. 

So this charge of weakness is really quite baseless. 

MR. SCHIEFFER: Do you think Mitt Romney spoke inappropriately when he criticized and 
issued a statement so early in this tunnoil? 
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MS. RICE: Bob, I think you know, in my role, I'm not going to jump into politics and make 
those judgments. That's for the American people to decide. 

MR. SCHIEFFER: Madam Ambassador, thank you for being with us. 

MS. RICE: Thank you very much. 
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Randall, James W 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Katie-

Tess, Caroline 
Monday, October 01, 2012 9:44AM 
Lillie, Katie; USUN-SER Briefing Book-DL 
Ahmed, Salman 

L---------------------------~ 
Tx, Caroline 

!REVIEW AUTHORITY: Archie Bolster, Senior RevieweB 
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Randall, James W 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tess, Caroline 
Saturday, September 29, 2012 5:38PM 
Ahmed, Salman 
Re: l ,_ _ _ ____ _ _. 

Original Message ----­
From: Ahmed, Salman (USUN) 
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 05:33 PM 
To: Tess, Caroline 

r---------~ 

Subject: Re: 1 1 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Tess, Caroline 
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 05:25 PM 
To: Ahmed, Salman (USUN) 

~-~-~----~ Subject: Fw: 1 

c 

Original Message ----­
From: Rice, Susan E (USUN) 
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 05:23 PM 
To: Tess; Caroline 
Cc: Ahmed, Salman (USUN) 
Subject: Re: 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Tess, Caroline 
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 04:57 PM 
To: Rice, Susan E (USUN) 
Cc: Ahmed, Salman (USUN) 
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Subject: 85 
~--------------~ 

Susan -

Many thanksJ C 

2 
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Randall, James W 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tess, Caroline 
Saturday, September 29, 2012 5:07PM 
Rice, Susan E 
Re: 

Original Message ----­
From: Rice, Susan E (USUN) 
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 05:05 PM 
To: Tess, Car,.:::o::l ::cin""'e:=__ _ _____ ___, 
Subject: Re: 

~--------~ 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Tess, Caroline 
Sent: Saturday, September 29, 2012 04:57 PM 
To: Rice, Susan E (USUN) 
Cc: Ahmed, Salman (USUN) 
Subject:~~--------~ 
Susan -

Many thanks, c 
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Randall, James W 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Susan --

Tess, Caroline 
Sunday, September 30, 2012 4:34 PM 
Rice, Susan E bd Salman I 

85 

Tx, Caroline 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Tess, caroline 
Sent: Sunday, September 30, 2012 04:11 PM 
To: Pelton, Erin; Rice. Susan E (USUN)j Ryu, Rexon Yi Ahmed, Salman (USUN) 
Subject: I I 
Susan --

Here is a revised version of the letter. 

t,___ ____ l c 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Pelton, Erin 
Sent: Sunday, September 301 2012 03:58 PM 
To: Rice, Susan E (USUN); Ryu, Rexon Yj Ahmed, Salman (USUN)i Tess, Caroline 
Subject: ! I 

[ 
1 
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From NBC's Meet the Press, 

"Well let us --let me tell you the best information we have at present. First of all, there's an FBI 
investigation which is ongoing and we look to that investigation to give us the definitive word as 
to what transpired. But putting together the best information that we have available to us today, 
our current assessment is that what happened in Benghazi was, in fact, initially a spontaneous 
reaction to what had just transpired hours before in Cairo; almost a copycat of-- of the 
demonstrations against our facility in Cairo, which were prompted, of course, by the video. 

What we think then transpired in Benghazi is that opportunistic extremist elements came to the 
consulate as this was unfolding. They came with heavy weapons, which unfortunately, are 
readily available in post-revolutionary Libya. And it escalated into a much more violent episode. 

Obviously, that's-- that's our best judgment now. We'll await the results of the investigation and 
the President has been very clear. We'll work with the Libyan authorities to bring those 
responsible to justice." 

From Fox News, 

'Well, Chris, I think, first of all, we have seen in the past outrage and unfortunately violent 
outrage which is condemnable and never justified. It may, indeed, occur in other circumstances. 
There is no predicting exactly what the trajectory of this is. Obviously, the last couple of days 
have been somewhat better. But we are vigilant and we are of the view that is not an expression 
of hostility in the broadest sense towards the United States or U.S . policy.lt's approximately a 
reaction to this video and it's a hateful video that had nothing to do with the United States and 
which we find disgusting and reprehensible.' 
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