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During the period 1961-
1969 inclusive, a number 
of dedicated seaborne 

.\ surfa~e platforcis, gener~ . 

·~ .... ~~ .. 
. <.. 

. . . . · ·· . ally referred to as 
1technical ~esearch ships, con~ucted SIGINT collection 
. under the cpntrol of the Nationai Security .Age:ncy. 
· These ships supported the national SIGINT effort by 
· operating i~ navigable international waters, primarily 
· providing coverage in coastal area, on targets not 
;· otherwise accessible to · collec.tion resources. 

"!.,- .· 

-The technical research ship · program was ·terminated 
: in October · l969, by the office of .the Secretary of 
· Defense, as part of the reduction in Department 6f · 
: Defense ope~ations . riec~ssitated by budgetary limitations . 

This r~view documents the significant aspects of 
· technical r2search ship operations. · Besides summariz

.' ing the his:ory ·of the program~ it righlights those 
considerati•ms that ·affected operations and, .when 
possible, i~dicates the actions taken to alleviate or 

· solve problems that were encountered. 
. . 

The intention in producing this review is to 
provide a .ready reference for those involved in the 
future planning for, and conduct of operations by, 
dedi~ated seaborne surface SIGINT collection platforms. 

f.\\ · .C?~~ 
E. q. PIE RUCKI 
CAPT USN 
Chief Kl 
May 1, 1970 
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SECTION I 

WHY TECHNICAL RESEARCH SHIPS? 

In 1~56, ··the poli tic~l si tu~ti6n in the Near . 
East . had become cii tical enough to warrant supple~. 
menting the existing ground collection resources 

· .with a shipborne platform in ~he eastern M~diterran
ean to operate. between Cyprus and Port Said. · . DIR.i'JSA 
requested that one ship, selected by the Navy, be 
modi f:ied for the t ·ask and solicited Navy's views on 
oper~ting the vessel with Coast Guard personnel. {1) 

~he underlying reasons for the conception . of 
a SIGINT shipborne collection platform included the 

· probability that it would not be subject to the whims 
of "friendly" nations. Unlike the ground-based sites 
on foreign soi 1 , . a ship would be immune to the sudden 
shifts .in international politics which could and have 
resulted in de~and~ for services by and closure of 
U.S. over1;eas collection facilities. The decline in 
status of NATO and the choices forced bv France and the 
Soviet Union on the Federal Republic of-.Germany threat
ened the U.S. SIGINT posture in western Europe. 

The technical research ship was inherently a quick 
reaction . facility ·by its very nature as a mobile re
source.· It was therefore, responsive to collection 
.requirements in aieas where there had been no previous 
interest; areas which suddenly became the scene of events 
of important intelligence value (e.g. the Dominican 
Republic .crises in 1965 and the Congolese situation in 
1964). Obviously, a TRS could be on the scene and 

·operational long before a ground facility could be 
installed. 

A technical research ship would have the advantage 
of being able to follow a target signal, not only 
literally in the case of the target being another 
mobile platform, but also in the event the signal shifted 
to a lmv poHer or microwave system. While a ground 
sit~ might lose the signal completely, the mobile 

. Pla_~for~ could move into a better position for inter
cept. . 
(1) DIRNSA letter ser: N-5137 t6 CNO, dtd 18 June 1956 
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A technical-research ship ¢ould also provide 
a s~arch.and development facility for · areas in th~ 

- ~orld where no collection facilities existed by ~~: 
:.collection from adjacent waters· and establish and 
maintairi a technical data bas~ on these areas if · 

: desired~ · · 
. \ 

1 INITIAL l>RO.GRAMMING 
. I 

After\ several months of consideration, .. the Naval 
. Secrui ty · Gr~:uP cpn:cluded that a · seaborne {nterc'ept 
platform could best be provided by converting a World 

r War II merchant cargo vessel. It was determined that 
; conversion of th~s shi~- would be relatively economical · 
since the existing· operational capabilities .would be 
adequate. 

· The Burea·u of Ships estimated that conversion of 
a Liberty Ship ~o a collection platform worild cost 
approximately $4.5 million dollars • . The figure was 
based on the assumption that modifications . \vould be . 
similar to· those necessary to convert a Liberty Ship: 
into a picket radar ship, .and would be accomplished at 
a shipyard that was familiar with the task. The annual 
cost of upkeep and maintenance was estimated to be 
$295,000.00. (2) 

It was, however, necessary to improve damage control 
facilities to meet minimum Navy standards,-divide the · 
hull into compartments; properly ballast for trim, 
mou~t antennas and electronic equipment, provide for 
COMSEC aboard the ship, arrange quarters for ships' 
company and the SIGINT detachment - as appropriate for 
long at-sea periods, sub-divide the SIGINT operations 
spaces (to provide compartments for intercept positions, 
general and SIGINT communications, processing, repair, 
storage, photo lab,power supply and administrative spaces), 
and .provide communications facilities for a four channel 
multiplex radio-t~letype plus two channels of either 
·teletype or CW .signals with a range of a t least· 2,000 -
miles for exchanges with headquarters. (3) 

( 2) 

(3) 

COBUSHIPS C-FS/l/L9, ser: 527-0180, dtd 13 September 
1958, "Conversion of Liberty Hull Merchant Ship for 
Radio Intercept Operations". 
Staff Proposal for Characteristics for · Technical 
Research Ship, undated 1956. 
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FIRST . TECHNICAL RESEARCH SHIP 

· on · 26 September 1961, the uss OXFORD, firgC· 
of the Technical Reasearch Ships, reoutfitted at the 
New York Shipyard, departed Norfolk, Va. for a forty
four day shake down cruise to Guantanamo. The 
SIGINT operations conducted 9n. board bi USN-850 was 
under the ll operational and tachnical control of the ; 
Director, NSA. The qSS · OXFORD itself was under the 

~,-

· operational control ·of CINCL~T. 

Becau~~ of the above-~eck anterinas, a cover 
story was necessary. Ostensibly, 'the USS OXFORD 
was a ves~el equipped to investigate various kinds . 
of natural phenom~na, including radio .wave propagation, 
hydrogra~hy and oceanography; 

The ·interior of the ship had been arranged so 
that the research ooerations . comoartments were not 
subject to observation by the ge~eral service personnel. 
Host of the 10 C0~1INT, 5 ELINT .and 1. OF intercept 
positions had beeh installed and sepaiate facilities 
for secur€' .COl-liNT communications were in piace t.;hen 
the ship sailed. · 

The initial cruise of the USS OXFORD pointed out 
several problem . areas. This was however, to be e·xpected 
from a trial vessel, converted in response to urgent 
requirements with little time for planning and modific
ations. If a shipborne collection platform could have 
been -operationally tested in a typical signal environ
ment under normal ·conditions, lessons learned through 
experience might have then been applied to a subsequent 
shipborne platform. Such an approach would probably · 
have adopted under other circumstances but the urgency 
of r_equirements and long lead time involved in convert
ing a mothballed ship into a sophisticated electronic 
collection platform did not allow time for in-depth 
study. 

It was necessary to begin conversion of a second 
TRS even before the USS OXFORD had completed it first 
trial opera.tions. Because of thes·e hasty conversions, 
certain changes in the construction of later TRS's 
were deemed neces_sary by DIRNSA,. 
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The type of equipment to be installed was determined 
at a conference of representatives ot NSA, NSG and 
Electronics·Defense Laboratories who acted as tech-
nical advisors. ( 4) r-·,." · 

,.· 

\. 
·. 

(4) DIRNSA ser: N-0246, dtd 13 February 1962 

-:··,-
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SECTION 2 

TYPES OF TECHNICAL RESEARCH SHIPS 

·AUXILLARY \GENERAL TECHNICAL RESEARCH (A¢TR) 
USS OXFORD, USS . JAMESTO\~N, ·USS GEORGETO\VN, 
USS ~ELMONf, USS LIBERTY. 

The AGTRs were US Navy ships· from reserve 
fleets, · converted, according to Navy standards, 
to seaborne SIGINT collection platforms . . The 
ships were under the military 6perational control 
of the US Navy. · Both the operating crew (genera~ 
service) and SIGINT detachment were comprised of 

·· naval. personnel. The SIGINT detacltment operated 
under the · technical control of DIRNSA . 

Basically, the oper~ting schedule ·of an AGTR 
called for .16 week deployment~ ahd 2 month turn 
over port periods. The length of cruises, port 
calls and shipyard schedules were soverrted by Navy 
policies and the ships themselves uere sponsored 
.by CNO. With the exception of -the OXFORD, it cost 
approximately $3,iOO,OOO.OO t .o convert an AGTR and 
$2,472,000.00 to operate it annually. 

. . ' 

The AGTRs ranged · in operating speeds from 
8;,..1!) kts (USS GEORGETmm) to 15-20 kts (USS BELMONT/. 
USS LIBERTY), .the s1..,ri~test being well suited to 
quick reaction or sweep missions~ 

HILITARY SEA TRANSPORATATION SHIP (MSTS) -
USNS VALDEZ, USNS MULLER 

The MSTS ships or T-AGs (Technical Auxiliary 
General) were.small coastal transports converted 
~or the purpose of seaborne SIGINT collection. The 
ships were under the operational control of the 
military Sea ·Transportation Service. Both the master 
and operating crews were civilian while the SIGINT 
detachment aboard, known as the Military Department; 

5 
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was comprised of Naval Security Group perso,nnel. 
The SIGINT detachment was under the technical 
control of DIRNSA. 

Basically, the operating · schedule for a T-AG 
called for 5 days in port for every 25 days at sea 
(not to exceed 25 days). · Length of cruises, port 
calls and shipyard schedules:were established by 
the Milit~ry Sea Transportation Service in coordin- · 
ation with NSA. 

I 

. . \ 
Or-iginally, the T-AGs were sponsored byNSA, 

that is, NSA provided funds for · the·· charter and 
operations of these ships on a yearly basis. In 
July 19 6 7., sponsorship was turned over to the Chief 
of Naval Operatioris . as part bf ·a t~o-fold ' plan to 
convert all TRSs to T-AGs and remove ~lSA from the 
operational role as iponsor. : Th~ plan for ~oh~er-

""!' , -

·i sion was -n""ver realized but the sponsorship was · 
1 shifted as programmed. · . 

... 

· These ships, with a maximum. ope.ra.ting speed . of 
10...:11 kts ,Here not ·capable of quick reaction or · 
shadowing roissions but were well suited for sustained, . 
in-depth coverage of a limited are~ (e.g. the USNS 
MULLER off Cuba) . . 

Another feature of these· ships '"as the compa·ra
tively economical conversion and operating costs. 
The. lower cost of conversion ($3,30o,noo.oo & 
$1 /-8~ 1-;·ooo. bo) 1.o1as due to the size and less rigid . 
st~ndards · of the Military Sea Transportation Service . 
as compared to those of the US Na\iy. Also, the 
annual operating cost ($2,586,000.00) was signific
antly less per year than that of the AGTRs when on
station time is taken irito consideration~ 

· ·The 9n-station time of th~ T-AGs was consist
ently higher than that of the AGTRs because these 
ships were able to operate at sea tor longer periods 

·. of -time and the yard pe~iods and overhauls could be-·· 
performed in oVerseas ports (e.g. the USNS VALDEZ 
operated from Capetown South Africa 1961-1967} unlik~ 
the AGTRs which were requi red to r ·eturn to CONUS, or 
in the case of the OXFORD/JAHESTOI·lN, to Subic, for 
yard periods . 

6 ·. 
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USS OXFORD (AGTR-1) 

Former Hull Number: AG-159 

Liberty Ship type: Z-EC2-S-C5 

Displacement: 11,157 tons 

Former Name: uss SAMUEL · AITKEN (HCE--3127) 
l . 

· General Se\rvice Personnel Allowed: Officers 
Enlisted - ·151 · 

NAVSECGRU Personnel -Allm-1ed: Officers ·- 6; 
Enlisted - 110 

Propulsion: Reciprocating Steam 

Maximum Speed: 11 kts 

First ·comrr.anding Officer: CDR Howard R. Lund 

Conversion: New York Naval Shipyard 
-

Cominissioned: July· 8, 1961 

- Cost of Conversion: $13,300,000.00 

COLLECTION CAPABILITY -at deactivation 

14 Manual Morse 
3-Radiotelephone 

. . 

2 Multichannel FDM 
1 ELINT . 
1 D/F . 
2 Radioprinter 

9; 
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USS GEORGETOt'lN (AGTR- 2) 

Former ijull Number: AG-165 

. Liberty Ship Hull typ~: A-EC2-S-C5 

Displacement: · . 1_1, 157 tons 

. , Leng.th: 441' 
). 

Former Name: SS ROBERT W. HART .· 

General Ser.vice · Personnel Allmved: Officers - 9; 
Enlisted - · 151 

NAVSECGRU Personnel Allowed: . Officers 6; 
·Enlisted - 137 

Propulsion: Reciprocating Steam 

l-1axirnurn Speed: 11 kts 

F i rst Command.ing Officer: LCDR lves t ly A. Gleason 

Conversion: Newport News Shipbuilo ing and Drydock 
Company 

Commissioned: November 9, 1963 

Cost: 3,100,000.00 
. 

COLLECTION CAPABILITY at deactivation 

11 HamJ.al Morse 
·1 Automorse 
3 Radi otelephone 
3. Radiopr i n .ter 
1 NMSD 
1 R/D · · 
~ Telemetry . 

... ,_, .. 

8 
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USS JAMESTm·lN (AGTR-3) 

Former Hull No: AG-166 

Liberty Ship Hull type: Z-EC2-S-C5 

Displacement: 11,157 tons 

Former .Ncutie: SS J. HOWLAND GARDNER 
I -. 

General Se1rvice Personnel Allowed: Officers - 9; .. 
Enlist.ed ·- 151 . 

NAVSECGRU Personnel Allowed: Officers 
Enlisted - 137 

Propulsion: Reciprocating Steam 

,Maximum speed: 11 kts . _ -. 

6; 

First Commanding Officeri CDR. Allen -J . . Kaplan 

Conve·rsion: Newpor't News Shipbuilding and Drydoc~ Co. 

Commissior1ed: December 13,· 1963 

Cost: $3, 0 0 0, 0 0 0. 0 0 

COLLECTION CAPABILITY at deactivation 

1 Automorse 
11-Hanual Morse . 

3 Radiotelephone 
4 Radioprinter 
1 NNSD 
1-. R/D . 
1 'l:elemetry 
1 0/F 

9 
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USS BELMONT (AGTR-4) 

__ Former Hull Numbel;': AG-167 

Victory Ship huli type: VC2-S~AP3 

Displacement: 11,500 tons 
. . \ 

·Former Nam'e: I . IRAN VICTORY 

. · General Se~vice Personn~l Allowed: 
Enlist,ed - · 151 

Officers 

NAVSECGRU Personnel Allowed: Officers - .. 6; 
- ~nliste-d- 128 

9; 

Propulsion: Steam Turbine 

·· ._Maximum sp•;ed: ·19 kts 

. • 

- ! 

First Commanding Officer: CDR Jerome E. · Henderson 

Conversion~ · ~villiamette Iron and Steel ~yor:ks, 
Portland, -Oregan 

Commissioned: November 2, 196.4 

Cost: 

COLLECTION CAPABILITY at deactivation 

10 Nannai Norse 
1 Automorse 
3 Radiotelephone 
4 Radioprinter 
1 NMSD 

. 1 R/D 
~ Telemetry 

... 

"!' ,-
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USNS VALDEZ (T-AG-169) . 

Hull Number:. T-AG-169 

,Knot Ship hull type.: Cl-M-AVl 

Displacement: .5!·ooo tons 

. '·Former Name: ROUND SPLICE/JOSEPH J. ·MARTINEZ . . l . . 
' Ship Person~el Allo~ed: . ·Officers 11;. 
' . . E 1·' t' d. 4 8 .. : . n ~s e · - .. 

· ·;NAVSECGRU Personnel Allowed: Officers 4; 
· ·· Enlisted- 91 

. : P·ropuls.ion: Diesel 

· ?-1aximum Speed: ·. 9 kts 

First Ma.ster: William .F • . 0' Reilly 

:-:--:r:.. ~ , -

Re~~cq~ired from Marifime Administr~tion in 1959; 
returned to Navy in 1961 

Conversion: 3,~00,000.00 . 

COLLECTION CAPABILITY at deactivation 

14 Manual Morse . 
2 Radioprin~er 

' . 

2· }\adiotelephone 
1 NHSD 
1 ELINT 

.. 11 ·-
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USNS MULLER (T-AG~l71) 

Hull number: T-AG-171 

Knot Ship hull type: Cl-M-AVi 

Displacement: 6;ooo .tons 

Former Na~e: CHECK KNOT 
I .. . . 

Ship'·s 'Perponnel All·owed: Officers 
.E.nlisted ·- 48 

11; 

N.AVSECGRU Personnel Allowed: Officers - 4; 
·Enlisted - 90 

Propulsion: Diesel 

Maximum Speed: 10 kts 

First Master: William F~ O'Reilly 

Re-ac~uired Maritim~ Admirii~tration in 1962 -
Reclassified T-AG-171 in 1963 

Conversion Cost: 1,891,000.00 

COLLECTION CAPABIL'ITY at deactivation 

13 Hultichannel 
lELINT 
2 Radiotelephohe 
l ·Radioprinter 

--:··,-

..... . 

. • . 
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SECTION 3 

MISSIONS 
~-~:. .· 

TECHNICAL· RESEARCH SHIP MISSION DEFINITIONS 

. . Dedi~ated seaborne SIGINT platforms have 
, performed jfour basic missions. The~e are descrip~ 
i·· tive not orily of efforts in response to national 

requirements, but also of employment of : SIGINT ships 
in suppbrt ~f Unified and Specified commands and · 

· their components in operational situations. 

- INTELLIGENCE STATION 

. . This ~ission · i~ prim~riiy ~~nceined with 
:·· dev~loping SIGINT : information ·to maintain the 
· intelliegence base o'n the target -country and may 
· include current -reporting. The plattorm must be 
configured for volume intercept on fairly well 
defin~d nets. · The primary p~~pose is to · obtain 
information carried by the transmissions. E~durance 
and on-station continuity are prime considerations. 
The electronic configuration may be determined in 
advance and _ is relatively stab!e for any given set 
of t~argets. 

Approximately. 41 missions of this ·type were 
conducted by .the ships during the 8 years the 

' program was in effect. The USNS MULLER, operating 
constantly off Havana, Cuba, logged 6 such missions 
which lasted nearly 11 months each. The USS OXFORD 
and uss JAHESTmm, operating in Southeast Asia, · 
logged the greatest number of individual missions 
(averaging approximately 1 month each) off the 
cbast of South Vietnam • 

. ;. 

CONTINUITY 

This mission is typically a sweep operation, 
which has as its objective, the sampling of a large 
number of signals to .establish continuity on active 
nets and to detec't changes in the communications 
pos~ure · of tar~et 6ountries. The infOrmation . 
obtained is prifuarily technical in nature _and serves 
to develop and maintain the technical data base re~ 
quired for more complete target exploitation. 
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. Approximately 39 missions of this type were . 
conducted at some time by all the SI~INT ships with 
the ex-ception of the USNS MULLER. The USNS VALDEZ, 
USS BELMONT, and USS GEORGETm\IN logged the hignes t . 

. number of these missions off the east and west · 
coasts of South America and Africa. This type of 
mission was frequently combined with anothe·r mission 
(e.g. search/continuity). 

. . ' . . . 

SEARCH · .\ 

, ,- __ 

This ~issfon is similar to· the cbn~inui~y mission. 
_However, empha~is is placed upon detecting or verifying 
the ~resenc~ of signals ·suspected to be a given loca
tion or area by_ some collateral or other SIGINT source. 

·characteristic .of this mission is an unknown environ
_ment with its attendant demands upon the elec'tronic 
versatility and sensitiyi-ty ·of ·the intercept systems • 

. ,_ Missions of this type would expect to iritercept :signals 
from equipment in the R/D phase an·J from communications 

. ·systems in the -in~tallation and te;t phase. 

Eight missions of this type were coriducted by 
the SIGINT ships. With the except~on of the original 
cruises in areas never before covered, pure search 

· missions \vere rare. The search . mission was usuallv 
combined with another (e.g. · the uss BELr-10NT' s Hedi ter
ranean cruise in 1969 for coverage of the Soviet Fleet 
was a combination search and continuity mission). 

QUICK REACTION 

This mission is primarily concerned with the 
intercept of high priority signals of a specialized 
nature and normally of short duration . . The _intercept . 

. platform. ~ust be in position at the proper time in 
order to make the intercept • . Normally, the signal 
environment to be encountered is fairly well defined. 
The time of occurence is often not well definea, and ~ 
tip-off, while it may be available, might · vary from 
minutes to days. 

There were 6 such missions conducted by the 
SIGINT ships. They include the OXFORD's deployment 
to the Bay of · Begal in 1965; GEORGE'rm-m's ·diversion . 

14 '·· 
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to the Hedi terranean · for coverage of I J 
I luss BELMONT'9 .diversion:to t e. 
Dominican Republic in 19 65, to the I I . 

· - in 19-6 7 for ·1· • 0 I and to •tile r!:fidian ,-..-
Ocean for Sovie~ space vehicle coverage in 1968; 
and the LIBERTY ' .s· •qi vers~t:>n to 'the Medi terrarteari to 
cover the Arab-Isra~l war •in 1967. • • . . . . . .. . 

\ • .. 
. .. .. 

- ~ . . .. . . . . 
• ... ·: \ 0 

EO 3 . 3b (3) 
PL 86-36/50 usc 3605 
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SECTION 4 

HISTORY OF 

USS OXFORD (USN-850) EO 3 . 3b (3) 
PL 86 - 36/50 USC 3605 , 

'· 
s ·HAKEDmvN 1AND FIRST DEPLOYHEN'T _.:·: 

. .. ' l . t •• 
The USS OXFORD, converted from\~: Liberty hull . 

· to a Technical Research Ship (TRS) .:·\~a~ ·the .first .· 
·U.s. Navy vessel specifically . c.owi~ured for full 
SIGINT intercept operations. Itl!.t.i!oal .'Plans called 
for the OXFORD to qeploy to t~~·.Af.rica.n coast in 
January 1962 upon completion C!f" i.t~ s[l_akedm·m ops 

I at cn.m. Augmentation of a It~tin Ame-rican TRS 
collection program however, .necessitated the ship's 
diversion :.o South America .• 'She .arrived on-station 
-in mid-January 1962 . . The."oper.ations." area w~s . the 
east coast of .-south Affie.rjl';"a between ."10-40 degrees 

·! South, arid operational ~uidaQ."ce \-!as.provided in 
DIR.L~AVSECG.~U Research Co~ra tions Or}ier 4-61. 

. • t .. .· . ~ 
An ev .. 1luation ·o.f."the O'XFORD's."first two cruises 

indicated that val'l.l~J.;ne intercept,· not obtainable 
. from shore based. ~'t~tions•; could ne collected by a 
shipborne platform~ During the i~itial cruise, the 
ship was tasked •v.•i"th determining the sign·al environ
ment o·f Caribbeal;l." targe-t countrie.'!3. Though much · of · 
the intercept."ar the 1.2 manual morse positions was · 
dup_licated b~ . Fegular:sources, v~luable and non-

. duplicative. • C<3ver was obtained on Ecuadorian· police,· 
I ." ." I coinmunicat"ions, and Polish. 
shipping coijilllunicat:_ions . relative to that country's 
merchant ·strip pos'i tions ·in Cuban, tvest Atlantic, 
and the South Ame~1can East coa~t. In addition, 
the Cuban"VHF trqffic, was of high interest to 
cons ume.r"s . · 

· · jhe OXFOR~'s deployment ~o South America 
rov±ded· much back-up information on Soviet bloc 

commu~ications in Latln America, fifty per
~~-~_.whicti was unique. Orte of the highlights 

· ' of the missi"On was the . first ."noted intercept of 
a microt.vave: net · operating between Rio de Janeiro 

: and nearby:areas. · 1 !entities 
:· intercepted during the dep l oyment y1eided over 

200 .1 I messa9es of interest • . 

16 
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THIRD DE·PLOYNENT 

EO 3 . 3b (3) 
PL 86-36/50 USC 3605 

I 
.... 

•o:. ... . . 
DO.D tasked DIRNSA in early i9~2· .to develop a 

·- plan ·to maximize the u.s.· SIGIN'f posture again~t""' · 
Cuba. Once the necessary techni~Al reconnaissance 
was completed and while effortB Fontinued _to provide 
a specifically ~onfigured shi~ nqr this operation, · 
the OXFORD was deployed against; ~he Cuban micro\vave 

I , •• 
system on ; l6 July 1962. • · · 

l . . . . 
Ea_rly1 in i9 6 3, .the us~s ~u:r;LER {USN- 856) .was 

designated as ~he permanent CQllection platform for 
Cuban operations. The 0)\FORD; w.As then made available 
for other operations. 

:. . _. .. 
· While on.:..sta:tion Q"ff Ha-vat\a, the OXFORD .made · 

numerous significant contriout:..lons to the national 
SIGINT effort, the moit not"abJ;e being information 

lntercept prov1ded 
~~--~~--~~~--~~--~----~~~~ 98% of the information to urt-date .md maintain the 
Cuban disposition of forces. OXFORD intercept also· 
provided . information on Sov,tet trawlers in tl~e 
Caribbean as well as other ~nformation of high 
consumer interest, e.g. in(ernal economic problems, 

v i a emot 

SOUTH MIERICAN DEPLOYMENTS 

From Hay 1963 to December 1964, the USS OXFORD 
was. deployed against South · American targets of 

. interest. An evaluation of the ship's efforts during 
· this period revealed the follo.\ving accomplishments: · · ~ 
a Braziliari joint service, plus police net was . 
dev_eloped; police nets \<!ere noted passing large · 
volumes of military traffic; information was gained 
concerning the partial reorganization of the Argentinian 
Air Force; a tadioprinter circuit between Buenos Aires 
and local urban areas was intercepted ·for the first 
.time (this net also was nQted passing traffic in 
both voice and morse and using the same frequency and 
call signs); intercept expanded _ the .overall communica-

--.. --- ···-· ~ion~ knowledge of many South Americ~n countries and 
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' provided a solid _base for future development/ 
intercept of non-morse signals; .of 74 multichannel 

1 links intercepted, 43 were .unique _and almost half_ · 
--of these contained military /govenmental trafficr-..:- · 
~ the countries involved included Chile, Peru, . 
: Ecuador, Panama, ·Colombia and Venezuela • 

. AFRICAN DEPLOYMENT 
. ,. I . . 

. . . After ] the c·ompletion of a yard overhual 
- Cnece~er 1~64 ~ · January ·1965.), the OXFORD was made 

·: available for dep1.oyment to Africa. The ship's 
collection ·capability at this time included 7 

. manual morse, 4 radiotelephone (HF /VHF) , 1 radio- · 
: telephone (VHF), 3 single change radioprinter, 2 · 
:: automatic morse and 2 ELINT positions. Enroute 

· and while on-station, the ship made port calls at 
; ·Las Palmas, Lagos and Durban~ · 

~·- - --··- --·--.• 1 , · - · ···· 

PLANS FOR DIVERSION OF THE USS OXFORD 

Ea~ly in 1~6~, · discusiions were hel~ · concerning 
' the deploym~nt of a .TRS to . S-outhe~st Asia. These 
discussi6n:·:> · .. :were the· result of CINCPACFLT expresse-d 
.interest ia ·vNG niari time infiltration communications, 
and CNO's concern over the existing Southeast Asian 

· collection capabilities. The use of a TRS in this. 
· area, as a contingency back-up for Phu Bai, had 
long been under consideration at NSA but targeting · 
against maritime infiltration communications had not 
been considered~ 

.-
. As ·a result of these discussions, CNO was requested 

to provide DIRNSA t<li th a specific p_roposal for · the 
diversion of a TRS to Southeast Asia so that impact 
on other SIGINT missions could be assessed. CNO 
propqsed the diversion of the OXFORD and it was agreed 
that the use of this ship would be less disruptive to 

· ·tJ1e overall TRS program. 

On 3 April, CINCPAC, · in a message to JCS., - endors ed · 
a CINCPACFLT proposal to deploy two Technical Research 
Ships to th~ PACOM area. The ensuing exchange of 
messages amoung DIA, USIB, JCS and .DIRNSA, resulted 
-in a meeting of USIB on 9 April, at which time the 
propos~! received a general concurrence. JCS then 
formally requested that CNO transfer t~<1o TRS' s to 

: ·CINCPAC ·as soon · as feasible. · . 

18 
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·rn line with the proposal and its subsequent 
endorsement, DIRNSA recommended to JCS that general 
guidance be issued to appropriate commands concerning 

-- the purpose, na·ture and concept of TRS op·era tic5"riS. "!·.,-

JCS, in June 1965, issued the guidance (with modifica
tion) for TRS operations in Southeast Asia. The . 

·guidance·outlineq NSA and Command responsibilities 
, and proce~ures for the plann!ng an~ approval of TRS 
operation·: in Southeast Asia. ··. · . . · 

\ . 

'J:'hough NSA had recommended that operational 
and technical .control of the OXFORD's S~GINT activities 
be exercised by DIRNSA, JCS preferred control be exer
cised by DIRNSA through Difu~AVSECGRU to the NAVSECGRU 
de_tachment on the . ship~ · JCS guidance · addressed itself 

·i · sp~~i fi cally to the OXFORD. . . 

··. 

!n September 1965, DIRNSA recommended the guidance 
.. be made af•plicable to all SIGINT· ships deployed to 

· Southe~st As~a for similar purpose~. · · 

SO.UTHEAST ASIAN .DEPLOnlENT 

. . .The OXFORD was !:ieployed ·to So1ltheas·t .Asia . and 
(:lep·arted ~ :outh Africa ·on 4 .Hay 1963, arriving Subic, 
P. I. on 3 June.·. In late July, ·the OXFORD . made its 
initial deployment to the Market Time Areas of South
east Asia (Market ·Time Areas (l·ITA)) represent a geographic· 
al division of the coast of South Vietnam and Cambodia 

. int6 nine operating reference areas, see page· 20-21!. 

· Upon completion of its initial deployment, the 
OXFORD was diverted to the Bay of Bengal to conduct 
a 21 day hearabili ty test. The test (Proj·ect HEALTH_Y} 
was made necessaty by ~he possibility of the loss of 
the u.s. SIGINT site at Pesha\var, Pakistan (USN-60). 

In reviewing the results of the test, certain 
inhibitirig factors were taken into ~onsideration. 
The monsoon season affected the Bay of Bengal area· 

· · during the ·test period causing considerable signal· · 
atten:uation. This .condition prevailed approximately. . 
a ·hours daily, with interference greatest during 
daylight hours. The WC targets, active basically 
in daytime, were therefore not heard. Western China 
targets were not heard with same degree of regularity 
as USA-60, but Project HEALTHY did exhibit the ability 
of-th~ ·ship to hear, .to some extent, targets otigina
.ting in all areas of China. In summary, while the 

19 . 



, ..• ----·----------·--·· 
' ·-.. ... 

, ; "". 

T H 

l A 

9 

20 

3 

4 

SOUTH VIETNAM 

Rdtoo~d :scmt Yielnun 
••ct1ons ino~u,:,J•J 

--- Roo~d 

· __ .__ Ttail 

7,5 lCC M;Ju 
lCO ~ .. ;::-t:~: s 

.,-

· ~ 



... . ,~. '-~·-.:.:~,._,_ ... - - -----·-~·----

' ... 

; ·.:!; . • 

·. ; . 

. . . ~ 

p;:~,.~;. 
r, , ,:' , ' • :.; 

•• i 

~ .. . .. . ·: · ......... . 

.. "..' .. • 
·.r;:-:; . . a 

}:-t~~~:· .. ~~ 

'i~:; . ·, 

=;.-,(" ...... ·. • 
. _ :- - .- ~ .... 

· .. -; ': ~· . 

Coordinates for the MARKET TIME.AREAS are: 

AREA 

lA 

\ . \ 

lB \ 
. \ 

. !; 

3 

. 4 

5 

6 

7 

. 8 . 

9 

COORDINATES 

. 17-00N/C6ast 17-00/108-31E 
16-50N/10~-31E 16-50/Coast 

.· -16-.50/Coast 16-50/108-31E 
l6-09N/109-10E 15-41/Co~st 

15-41N/Coast 16-09N/109-10E 
14-45N/109-45E 14~46N/Coast 

14-36N/Coast 14-45N/109-45E 
12~55N/11008E _12-SSN/Coast 

12-55N/Coast 12-55N/11Q-08E 
-· 10-53~/109-34£ 11~20N/Coast 

:-:--r:. . 

·ll-20N/Coast i0-53N/109-34E . 
l0-11N/108-40E l0-44N/Coast 

10-44N/Coast 10~11N/108-40E 
09~02N/107-10E 09-35N/Coast 

09-35N/Coast 09-02N/107-10E 
08-41N/106-42E 08-25N/106-D9E 
09-00N/Coast · 

. 09-00N/Coast 08-25N/106-09E 
07-57N/l05-06E ~7-57N/104~33E 
OB-27N/104-20E 08-36N/Coqst 

08-36N/Coast 08-27N/104-20E 
10-18N/103-38E 10~24N/103-51E 
Then on a line ·to coast at 
Cambodia - SVN border. 

NOTE: · Area 9 runs along north coast and down east 
coast to DAO PHU QUOC (island in Gulf of 
Thailand) to a point S~v of Cambodia-SVN 

· border and thei NE to coast at border. · 
REF: COHSEVENFLT 240558Z I;>EC 65,· AGI 80926 

, . : . 
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: i-eng'hh · of the monsoon season (6 months} would 

·. : aCl.versely affect sustained collection, it was . 
. • de~ermin~d that in order to provide conclusi ver.--.-, . 
:results, ap extended test was necessary. . . . . . . . . . .. . 

"!L'he OXF().RD returned to the H'I·As for a short 
yeriod. and thE!1;1 departed for Sasebo for an ex- . :. · 
.tensive yard ov&haul (December-January 1966). · 
While enioute Tafwan, the OXFORD conducted a . 
search C1f~ the CHICbl1 SIGINT environment (15 Feb- · . 
~uary - 0~ March · l9be) •· Numerous intercepts were .. 
made in the VHF R/T mOde, but CHICOH Naval ·activity 
ptoved spa.'};se. It is cencei vable that a CHI COM · . 
Naval conui\~ications stan~-down resulted from the . . 
O~ORD' s .Pr9.sence·,. since th~ ·OXFORD was kept under 
clo.se surveil.lance by CHICOM•.Naval units. The 
OXFORD did however prove ±:he ~apability of sea
bo~ne SIGINT platform to interc"e.pt CHICOl-1 VHF 

··:communications:. · . · · . . •• . · · 

• Throt..ghout ·1966, the OXFORD ope.rpted primarily . 
in ~he r-tTl\S · I?rovi"aing coverag~ of Sout-l}east Asian · 
target ent.it~es as·. well as .._I ~==------:----.---:-------:;----l 
origlnatihg in thi& region. The countries covered 
incinded :Eurma, Carnnodia, North and South Vietnam, · 
and 1hailand. · 

~n mid-October 1~~6~ the OXFORD was . tasked to 
provi~e coverage of PhiJippine communications during 
the- visit of President Johnson to that country. The 
.ship w.as required ·tO int"ercept, process and report 
on-Phi~ippine internal cdmmunications with ernohasis 

During .the task (approx~mately seven days} several 
NSA pen;onnel assisted USN-850 in carrying out its 
mission: · 

. 
The OXFORD's operations in Southeast Asia in 

. • 

1966 res)llted in a series of firsts: a DRV mess.age · .. _ 
forwarniRg of B52 strikes; unique Viet Cong trans
missionsi. Viet tong maritime infiltration communica- ·· · 
tions; internal communication changes within .the DRV; 
Cambodian·. multichannel communications from .HR ·II; 
Cambodian·Naval VHF multichannel communications; and 

radioprinter activity. 

22 
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· , Through most of 19 67., .the USS OXFORD continued to 
1 0perate in the Market Time Areas. In . February 1967, 

USM-704 .recommended the .t<.-10 TRSs in SEA (OXFORD ,Jl.pd 
·. ~ JAMESTOWN) be included in 'the southeast Asian Te.ch
, nical Summary (SEATS) Program in order to provide 
: them with a more rapid technical feedback. . . 

After all ~ossible problem .ateas . had been ie~ 
· solved, DI&~SA concurred with the recommendation 
· (July l967f• : · · - . · · · · 

• • 0 • . \ • • •• • ; · · " • 

During this year, USN-850 participated in seve.ral 
: s~ecial operations. One mission was conducted along 
: the China coast ·.while the ship was enroute from 
:Yokosuka to MTA-1, and the other ·was a special SIGINT 
:·support . mission (Project 'RANCHER) I conducted in MTAs 
6/7 to cover Vice President Humprey's visit for .the 

· inauguration of the President of South Vietnam. 
I . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . 

Beginning in September ·1967, as a part of a 
.massive coordinated effort to exploit Viet Cong 

·· communications in. NRs 8/9, _ ten manual morse positions 
;on-board the OXFORD were placed under the CMA of 
tUSM-626. · As a result of the effectiveness of the 
: oper~tion, DIRNSA conc1.1rred in keep5.ng the positions 
'under t~e CHA of USH-626 when the ship operated in 
·that site's area of 1=espon_sibility. · · 

As a commentary on the comglexities of shipborne 
operations, it· was n·oted in a US.H-626 ·evaluation that 

-· though USN-850 's operators were capable, their pro
'ficiency was inhibited by the constant changes in · 
emphasis from one country to another in a relatively 
short period of time res.ulting from the rapid move
;ments of the ship in response to ta·sking requirements. 
The problem proved unresolvable as long as the ship 
continued to be -involved in mobile seaborne opera
tions in a . dynamic signal environment. 

Between November 1967 and early 1968, acti.9n w~s ~ 
.taken to provide both the OXFORD and the JA11ESTmVN 
:wit}) a monitor and tip-off capability in support of 
:the ARDF effort. This airborne OF support, to and 
from ground :based sites, required both ships to have 
a transceiver capability compatible with the KY 8/28, 
to provide secure voice communications between the 
.ship~ : and_ the planes . involved. The initial equipment 
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was on loan from.NSA until October 1968 when 
COHNAVSECGRU made the requisite equipment avail-
able to both ships. · · · 

In November 1967, correspondence was initfated 
·among NSA, NSAPAC, ·NRV ~' and CINCPA~FL'r, relative 

.. to ·an NSA requept . for longer on-station time .for . 
the _Southeast Asian .TRSs. Tl),e NSA objective was 
to ensure \both . maximum coverage· from HTA 6/7, .and 
from .HTA 9: for .the Cambodian collection until an 
adequate ground base·d site be<:ame available. 

In ' vie\v of the PAC comn\and Is anticipation of 
. a possible morale/material ~roble~,· and in light 
of projected plans for a February 1968 opening of _ 
a SIGINT faci1ity ori Black Widow Mountain, NSA 
agreed not to press for a long~r on-stati6n period . 

. . . In view of the possibility of the _ loss of 
.. some _SIGINT facilities in South Vietnam due to enemy . 

·action, .NSA, in ·.January 1968, drev.· up contingency 
plans for additional ·TRS coveracre in SEA. DIRNSA 
reque~ted JCS take ~he necessar; actions, in 
accordance ~ith ·NICE TIME procedures, to amehd the 
OXFORD 1 s 5chedule and return the ship to MTAs 6/7 
as soqn as possible. Permission was also sought, and 
received, to have the ships off~load their courier 
material for ARFCOS deli very, at Danang. Th·e only 

. limiting factors were: . (1) the ship \.,as only permitted 
·to enter the Danang Harbor during daylig~t hours and, 

(2) vlsits .on a daily basis were not to establish a 
time pattern. · · 

. In February 1968, USH-808 was . designated Cl\IA 
for the TRS N/M positions while the ships operated 
in MTA 2. At this time the ship had available for 
tasking, eleven morse positions (16/17 DHOC) and 
two morse positi~ns (24 DHOC). 

In the same month, as a result of the PUEBLO 
incident and the· subsequent CNO directive, U.SN..;..850 ' 
tqok measures to reduce its classified document 
holdings and notified CNO of its intentions to 
off-load excess material at Subic~ - The OXFORD 
thereafter limited it crypto material to the current 
systems plus · two months reserve on board • 

. . 
~· •. - ••• ,._ • '!\ n [i ji '.":C: ,.-~ .-, r.,> j 
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CHANGE TO SCHEDULING PROCESS 

In March 1968, HQNSAPAC, reviewing NICE TIME 
procedures, noted that in response to a DIRNSA :-:-·;-: · . ~#-
request for a ship diversion, a total of 57 hours 

. elapsed prior to the ship getting ·under\vay. ·The 
delay_ was, in part, a result of a delayed CINCPAC 
response :to the DlRNSA request, and· in part, the 
number of 1 Commands through wfiich .the request had 
to pass. tnvesti~ation revealed overall c6ordination 
time 'coul4 be reduced to a possible 32 hours in 
futu.re requests,· but any less time would require a ·. 
drastic change .J.n NICE TH1E procedures and -a . curt.;til-
ment of some Navy cornrnand authority over TRS movements~ 

. ·one ~·uggested . solution \~as ·to hav~ DIRT\JSA levy 
its . requirements for a monthly · coverage within general 

· HTAs 1-9, and specify areas of desired emphasis. The 
'· suggestiorl was accepted and in May .1968, DIRNSA in-

·· dicated that monthly schedules developed and proposed 
by COMSEVF.NTHFLT should recornmen¢1 operations in ·r1TAs 
lB-9, wi tlt primary emphasis in HTAs ·6/7. HTA lA ~.;as 
excluded ~ince such .operations in thl.s high risk area 
would require JCS approval. 'The monthly schedules \.;ere 
to iridicat:e also that requests for changes in primary 
operations a:reas would be forv:arded to COf.1SEVENTHFLT 

. by DIR!~SA. This was later arnmended to permit change 
recommendations by NRV (C) and by HQNSAPAC, these 
organizatio-ns being capable of providing the most 
immediate response to J2, }~CV needs. · 

After several months of planning, Project 
HO!~SPUN was scheduled to be implemented aboard the 
two SEA TRSs (Aug·.:~st 1968). .HONESPUN wa.'s ·an integra,... 
ted search and acquisition plan for morse intercept . 
positions not normally tasked with search; its purpose, 
to increase the effectiveness of morse intercept 
through coordination of positions when the primary 
6r altern~te targets were inactive or uncopiable. 
HOMESPUN required assigning a narrow band of frequencies 
to · each . position involved. The requisite operating ~ 
procedures \vere fonvarded to the ships by DIRNSA and 
airangements made for training personnel aboard each 
ship by the NOJ MSD representative in September 1968 . 

. · After completing operations for the first six . 
months of 1968, the OXFORD provided an electrical 

. res·ume of conclusions reached during that period . 
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The validity of the.assumption that a shipborne 
platform could .play a dual role was unquestioned; 
the dual role being that of a contin.gency platfpi-_m 
and an augmentation to shore-based sites. The 

~,-

major areas of interest, MTA 1/2/6/7/, proved fully 
exploitable by .a TRS. · . 

An increased level of expertise among the ship's 
operatois ;and analysts was attributed in great part · 

.. to longer )operating periods -in · each area and t ·o an ·· 
: ~-~ver closex collaboratiop · among the ship ·and the 

. sbore ba$ed si t .es which helped provide valuable aid 
to~theship' when it operated in the Delta region. 
Thi~~ssistance also include4 hardcopy working aids 
from U~H- 626, _· short · periods · of TOY . to the ship ·by 
knowledg·e.able personnel from USti-626, electrical 

.: support eUti S~~J feedback from DIRNSA and technical 
l support! _ The period reflected a continued 

· ! increase 1n co ection effecti vene~: s (morse/non-morse) , 
increased efficiency in ARDF operations, and a gain . 
in the OXFORD's list of continuities on VC targets . 

· Some definite conclu~ions reached from evalu~tion 
of TRS operations in Southeast Asic- \vere as · follmvs: 
the authorization for more flexible. shio movements 
within the limi·ts prescribed by CHA/NRV- (C) within 
the f-1TAs represented a step tmvard a more success:ful 
use of the Southeast Asian TRSs; minimum periods of 
operations within an area sh6uld be _20 days whenever 

·.·· possible; TRSs should be permitted to move ·when neces.sary, 
to meet collSction re~uirements~ close collaboration 
witn in-country c~~s is vital to successful ·ship opera
tions; selected areas and targets sh0uld be determined 
far enough in advance to permit complete and orderly : 
technical support . from in-ct>Untry CNAs. · 

~ . In August 1968, a "Guide for Technical Research 
Ships and CHA' s t'Vhen Operating off Sc;:mth Vietnam" 
was· published by NRV ~. The purpose of the guide 
was to provide a concept . of SIGINT -resources e~ploy~ ~ 
ment on-board TRS's operating in SVN waters. Included 
al~o, were specified geographic aieas and positions, 
for which USM-808/626/604 were to provide tasking. 
With DIRNSA's concurrence, operational control was 
to be exercised by the Unified Commander. 
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In S~ptember ·1968, a message from CINCPACJ;LT. 
to CINCPAC pointed out another problem concerning 

. ,. NICE_ TIHE schedu;ting. · Too many offices were in-_,.,. , .-
volved in schedule changes, however minor. · In the 
case of PACFLT TRSs, a total of seven offices, up to 

- the JCS level .,.,ere involved • 

. It was proposed that COMSEVENTHFLT schedule and 
· issue .saiiing orders for the Southeast Asian ships 
on a - mont~ly ba~ii, _subject to modification by the 
senior .Commanders. The proposal \>las based . upon · 
PACFLT' .s position that the ~hips operated on some~ 
what standardized schedules, primarily in Market _· 
Time Areas to and from liberty and overhaul ports. 
CINCPAC_' s ~·response to the proposal was .negative, 
based ~~on hi~ concern that the -Southeast ~sian 

' TRSs would become another COMSEVENTHFLT resource. 
Additionally, it was . felt _that. the suggested pro-. 
_cedures \'lould not permit the desired monitoring of 
schedules. · 

-Responding to -a Dilli~AVSECGRUPAC query concerning 
the tasking of Southeast Asian TRSs with non-military 
targets, [l!RNSA stated that the ships aperiodic on
station periods couldn't provide sustained cover of 
tactical military targets of direct concern to tactical 

· field commanders . .. 'This would require day-to:...day con
tinuity, which land based si~es could best provide. 
The ships corild best assist by relieving ~he land
based. sites of some non-military and developmen~al 
targets, permitting the stations to cover more effect
ively, the low-leyel, loH-powered communications of · 
direct concern to tactical field commanders. 

The OXFORD remained at Subic Bay, P.I. for an 
e~tended period (August - September 1968) while re
pairs were made to the engine. · Normal MTA operations · 
were not .1:esumed until 25 September at which time, 
the OXFORD transited MTA 6/7. Project HOMESPUN 
scheduled for implementation in August was finally 
implemeted in· ],.ate September 1968 and was reported 

. by- the ship as successful in accomplishing its 
objectives.· 

. In summarizing the fall cruise results, the 
_OXFORD considered itscollection above normal and 
attributed this, in good part, to TOY visits to the 

· ship by in-country SIGINT station personnel w~ose 
expertise provided to be valuable. In addition, the 
establishment of the ARDF position and ari OPSCm·L.\f 

' circuit tended, from the ship's viewpoint, to empha-
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size the graduil trarisition 6f th~ · southeast Asia 
TRS role from tHat of a stritegic to a taciical SIGINT 
support unit. - r.-:-:. _· -: ·.;-. 

In early November, the Cambodian tasking assigned 
when the OXFORD operated in MTA 9, was dropped and re
placed with VC .communications tasking. .This new assign
ment in MTA 9 ~as in support.of Allied tactical opera-

. tions in ~V Corps areas south of Saigon. The operation~ 
·"SPEEDY EXPRESS" was scheduled for 18 December 1968 
through lS February· 1969. The diversion of coverage, 
initially 1intended as a temporary ·measure, · was continued 
after the termination of operation~-

The first successful OPSCOH1'1 circuit ·schedule 
betw~en th'e OXFORD and USH-626 occured 3 December 1968. 

' Prior to this, scheduled communications were either 
unsuccessful or · were ·not attempted due to pO\'v'er supply 
problems ~t USM-~26. The 1200Z ~chedules proved success
ful but ci.rcuit quality remained margin~! .throughout 
the existence of the OPSCm.1N circuit. 

DEACTIVATION 
. . 

The tSS OXFORD continued operations in the Market 
Time Areas off South Vietnam until November 1969. 
Tasking was for · the mos·t p~rt routine in nature and 
there was no requirement for diversion of the ship 
during the last months ~f operations. Mission objectives 
for .. TRSs in SEA was published in January 1969. 

_ : In August, CNO published its 70 3 list of ships to 
be inactivated as a result of the DOD budget cut. 
The USS OXFORD, as well as all the TRSs were included 
in the list. ·Despite N~A efforts to retain the ship~ 
borne platforms, program~ing for the deletion of the 
ships from Navy's inventory was completed. 

On 20 October, the uss OXFORD . departed her.opera
tions area and sailed to Yokosuka, . Japan to commence · 

. stripping and deactivatibn. The ship was stri~keri 
from the Navy ledger and stripped ·for resale. 

..... 
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USS -GEORGETOWN {USN-852) 

(":" ... r,;. "": ·,-

• On 2 .January 1964, the USS GEORGETOvlN depa:rted 
Portsmouth, Virginia enroute to Guantanamo Bay for 
three · weeks of . general shakedown · training exercises·. 
on·pompletion of the training period, the ship pro
ceed.ed to MontegQ Bay, Jamaica and then to Key \vest, 
Florida • . \ _ - . 

· . auririg transit fuli emphasis was placed on 
_offici:.! SI.GINT operational training exercise's. A 
complet:~ peripheral sweep of the Southern coast .of 
Cuba was conducted from a distance 5-12 NM as safe 

. navigatiGn would .permit; while, · at the same time, _ 
- · allowing ·~ufficient flexibility to devote additional 

tlme in known or suspected areas of high SIGINT · 
activity~ ··.After spendi,n_g periods of up to 24 hours 
off Cienf_ue~gos, Isle of Pines·, Cabanas, Nariel, and 
Havana, the -GEORGETONN arrived in Key · ivest 6 February 
1964. ' 

. . 

- FIRST RELIEF OF THE USNS HULLER 

On 18 Apri11964, the USS -GEOitGETmm relieved 
the USNS MULLER 4n the operations area off Havana, · 

I Cuba . . USN-852 was tasked 'with the intercept -and 
rocessin · of Cub~n internal communications; primarily 

UHF microwave, · 
~~-=~~~~~~~~~~m=u~~l~c~a~n~n~e~~c~ommunications 

. and utilized by the Cuban Army, Navy, 
_: Air· and para-military units. They were also tasked 
. with processing and reporting perishable items within 

: : 12 hours of intercept. In addition to the assigned 
mission, USN-852 personnel "conduct-ed a search mission 
du~ing off-duty hours which resulted in the intercept 
of unique communications. · 

,, 
The GEORGETOWN's Cuban m1ssion ended on 2.6 May . 

when the ship was relieved by the USNS NULLER and 
: sailed to Norfolk. 

INITIAL SOUTH AMERICAN DEPLOYMENT OF USS GEORGETONN 

'l'he uss GEORGETmVN deployed to the north and 
eastern coasts of South America June - - October 1964 
and_was ~argeted against Argentina, Brazil, Chile, · 

' Colombia, Paraguay, Uruguay and Venezuela. 
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-. ' . .. . . Evaluatl.On . of the IDl.SSl.on reve~led the follow1.ng: 
Intercept by USN-852 greqtly assisted in broadening 
NSA' s technical base relati ve to internal communica- ~ ·
tions of assigned target :areas and in confirming T/A · 
conclusions based on communications observed during 
previous TRS cruises. Qu~lity of ·multichannel inter
cept was poor due to .incorrect recording procedures 
probably as a result ~f a:lack 6f understanding by · 
USN-852 p~rsonnel. However, USN~852 provided the 

· • . initial intercept .of •Urugl.iavan Naval Air communica
tions, initial" intercept of-B;r-azilian Naval HF print~r 
communications between Brazilla, Rio de Janiero and 
Recifei and identificatio~ of second and third echelon 
units on Brazilian Army coirununications; isolated ·thirty 
Brazilian .police units and:confirmed the location of 
thirty-four radio stations,- provided initial intercept 

· .. · 

THIRD DEPLOYr-\ENT OF THE USS GEORGETOiVN 

On 5 January 1965, the USS GEORGETOh'N departed 
Norfolk, Va. to conduct special operations in the 
Caribbean area and along the Central and South Americ~n 
coasts . . The cruise was divided into thre~ phases: . 

, (1) bebmen Norfolk and 72 degrees l-Test off the coast 
of. Yenezuela via Trinidad; (2) between 72 degrees ~vest 
and 2 degrees North off the. coast of Colombia; and 
(3) between 2 degrees North and 3 degrees .South off 
the · coast of Ecuador. 

The primary mission was to update and increase 
technical knowledge of communications facilities in . 
this area. Targ~t countries included Mexico, Guatemala, 
El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, ~ . 
Colombia, Venezuela, Ecudbr, Peru, Bolivia, Chile and 
Argentina. 

The mission was accomplished in all aspects with 
the exception of the VHF/UHF multichannel assignment. 

· Specific contributions by USN-852 were as follows: . 
intercept of the Special Central American Telecommuni

: cations hetwork ·that gave a ~uggested network for~at 
· .for fut:ure operations; coverage of Venezuelan naval 

.. .. 
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·. c.unica.tions during January which made a ?ignific-

. ·an~'-contribution· .towards the recovery of their quarterly 
:chan~ng callsigns; and 22 end-product reports/trans
~latio~. issued by USN-852 \'Thich served as a basTs · for ,.
furthe~·;.f/A devel.opment on the target countries. 

~.· · .. 

: · The ~SUip's schedule was modified in order to 
provide app~Q){imately two weeks in the Cuban area 
b~fore re~ur~:ng to Key vlest -on 30 March 1965. The ·· 

: c}1ange was macte:.so that USN-852 could check the signal 
, · erwironmeri

1
t anc\:~urvey target hearability because of · 

I· pertinent aevelo:@~J>nts in Cuban comrnunica tions, a 
I cutback in 'ACRP fl~~hts to Cuba and the necessity to 
' reV..ie\., Cuban signa!:~·nvironment. In order to do this, 
;. ope:=-ations . ·of,f the . w·J$£• .coast. of South America were 
del~t·ed .allm~ing a tof:~ •9f 14 days vice 6 for circum-

. nav~gation of Cuba. ·::. •• · . · · 
.,. . .... . 
I• • • . • • • + 

,. . • On co~npletion of this:l!li'S_sion, the ship returned 
·to Key . tvest for · 2 days and ·'fiqel1. relieved the USNS MULLER 
off .c;uba . . · The USS GEORGETONN.:~elllairied oh station until 
relie-ved on 8 Hay by the USNS ·~f;Jf,!..eR ·. and then proceeded 
to No"J:folk. • ~·:. •• · 

. . . ·• . . 
. nurin·J the circum~avigation ;.~~.r~h mission, the 

ship \.f.as assigne.d a fairly restrict1.tr~. track with the 
follm·1ing results: · Manual Morse product:fvi ty \vas · · 
consid~red good .in viet.·! of the fact th+q\" .sii< positions 
were tasked · with Cuban f.lili tary TEHPO ca · ·\1i th little 
techniC'.al information available; no activity 
~as intercepted; 100 VH~ links of the · 
wer.e sarbpled; 2 links of the UHF trunk of th~ '---:-----:! 
system were intercepted in . the .vicinity of Sa-Ijtiago de 
Cuba an~Matanzas; 10 lpw VHF (30-SOMhz) signais . were 
intercep~ed; no significant intercept of L-1-=___..,..---:-..,..--.--....1 
was accomplished; and participation in the CINCLANT 
Advisory ·.tvarning Plan (CLAtVP) was limited to two 
GOLDEN TREE missions. . . . 

. During the relief of the MULLER, USN-852 
experience.ct technical difficulties in collecti'o·n of · ~ 
thel ~hich took approximately two weeks · 
to· correct; voice transcripts, decryption, selection 
and fon.,arding was considered very good : s~eady improve
ment in end product reporting was noted as the station 
became more familiar with the traffic, and performance 
during participation in the CLA\W was excellent. 
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·.SOUTH AMERICAN DEPLOYMENT 1965~1966 

• · On 14 December· 19 65, the uss GEORGETm·lN departed 
' Norr.olk,_ Virginia enroute South America. · As in pre- · 

<" vious•deployments, the cruise was divided into t:nree , .-
~ phases·~o facilitate tasking. Target countries ~n
ICluded Haj.ti, Venezuela, Colombia 1 Ecuador, and Peru, 
and assigntaents included conventional HF and VHF single 
channel, HF.ISB multitone and VHF/UHF multichannel 
communication·s. · · 

. _- .· Contj1ib~~loz:s . by - ~SN~852 -_dur~~g the _ miss~on in-
. eluded: intercept oj all assigned . HF communications .in 
. H'aiti with the exception of the Naval network; excellent 
. coverage of second ech~lon and national guard nets of 

· :Ecuador; ma;intenance of .co.ntinui ty during a scheduled 
. callsign change ort Ecuad6can Naval nets; intercept of 

and ·coverage of considerable single channel ColombJ.an 
voice activity .in both HF .artd VHF range. 

The GEORGETOvlN returned to Norfolk on 7 March 1966 • 

. RELIEF OF THE USNS HULLER _ r.1AY-JULY 1966/LATIN A.MERICA 
JULY-AUGUST 1966 

· On completion of upkeep, the USS G.E01~GETONN 
· departed Norfolk 17 'May 19 6 6 en route the Cuba·n opera
: tions· area to relieve the USNS HULLER. During this 
: mission, the HULLER loaned certain equipments to the 
: GEORGETOWN to enhance her collection capability _in 
' the .special.fzed signal environment· of the Cuban .area. 
~ The equipment was transferred back to the MULLER when 
· she in turn relieved the GEORGETO\VN in July • 

.. 
During this Cuban mission, USN-852 intercept 

· ' provided val~able information conceining the response 
of all Cuban forces to the state of emergency in Cuba 

· which was occasioned by the Guantanamo Naval base 
fence incident (NSA's SIGINT readiness BRAVO Appetite) 
that began 27 May. and continued into the first -~eek - -
of June. This included details on the mobilization 
of reserves, the posture of Cuban defenses and status 
of logistics support. 
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•• • ~ _During the state of alert; USN-852 produced 
:· SlGINT ·on the response of the Cuban Air Defense (DAAF.:n.R) 
. ·orga_nization · including deployment of personnel from the 
D~A~ Cornrnand ·p9sts to reserve positions. Available 
b~prod~ct of 'the alert was a list of chemical defense 
equ-~pmen•t. submitted by the eastern sector DAAF~- ... , . 
Commander. • This was the first reference in COl,UNT to 
Soviet: made· ~hemical decontamin.ators in Cuban DAAFAR 
elemertts. Intercept by USN-852 revealed th,:~t the 
Siguanea SAM site had been relocated on the Isle of 

. Pines~ a.z:dl lcornrnunicatic:ins .were intercepted 
, relat1ng ~9 the _attack on~- small suiface craft attempting 
to penetra~e Ha_vana- ~~f~nses on . the night of 29/30 N~y~ 

' Beca~s-~ o'f the SIGINT readiness . Alfa, the GEORGE
TOWN was ext9.nded on station. The ship was unable · to 

· .resume n6rmal.Dperations off Central America untii 20 
June. ::):ntercet1j:. of Mexican and Central American targets 

· began on 11 Ju.ly.l966. _ · · .. 
--Intercept of.~1exican · air and . second echelon Army 

.. --~ Co~unications prov.i.ded new frequencies I callsigns; . . 
· and locations, but rlo further - intercept was ·reported 
. on military air voicE!. cornms or other special targets; 
1Guatemalan military' irrtercept was limited mostly to· 

. · two cases; there was· llmit~d intercept of Nicaraguan . 
, military voice; interce.p.t of El Salvadoran police traffic 
on 22-23 JLly which was dll unique, intercept included · 

•a new VHF voice frequency 15.6 Mhz · and six · new call-

. On 23 August, the USS GEORGETOHN arrived in 
Norfolk where she remained in port until 4 October 1966~ 

:soUTH AHERICAN DEPLOYHENT OCTOBER - DECEHBER 1966 

· on 4 October 1966, the USS GEORGETOHN departed 
Norfolk enroute South America. - This curise was divided 
into two parts: (l)between NORVA and the Panama Canal 
.Zone and, .( 2) between the vicinity Panama Canal Zone arid 

: ~arcelona, Venezuela. 

_ The - tasking guidance provided for maximum· flexi-
pility with primary emphasis on the development/exploitat"im 

. qf targets in Venezuela, Colombia, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, 
· Honduras, El ·salvador, Guatemala, and Mexico. 

I 
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• The USS GEQRGETmVN returned to Norfolk, Va. on 
21 December 1966 • . 

• . . . 
SOUTH A.'/>1ERitA.r DEPLOYMENT MARCH - MAY 1967 

• 
The USS GEO:Rcn;TONN departed Norfolk 7 Marcff '"i967 

-for deployment to So~th America. As in the previous 
deployment, this cruise•l'Jas divided into 2 phases: · 
( 1) between NORVA and vicin.i ty Panama Canal Zone and, 
(2) Panama Canal Zone and 1 ·~gree North off the coast 
of Ecuador,. 

. i • . 
USN-8~2 was tasked with developing the internal 

communications of Venezuela, Colombia, · .Gpatamala, 
Nicara9ua, _Panama Ecuador andl 
commun~cat~ons. ~--------------------~--~ .. :: . 

On 25 March the GEORGETOWN suffer~d ·a boiler blm.;.:. 
out ~ff Maracaibo, V~nezuela. There were no-personnel 
injury but damage to the ship necessitated her return _ 

-· to Cristob~l, c.z.: on 31 March where she remained under 
-• repair until 15 April 1967. · 

MULLER RELIEF MAY - JUNE 1967 

On 15 May, · the USS GEORGeTOWN, havirig 6ompleted 

-:-·, -

a 53 day cc·llection· effort against South/Latin America, 
relieved the USNS MULLER in the Cuban operations area. ·_ 

As in the previous _relief mission, the USNS MULLER 
loaned equipment and manuals to USN-852 s6 that the Cuban 
SIGINT mission could be accomplished more effectively. 

- On 23 j~ne, the USNS MULLER returned to station and 
the USS GEORGETQNN sailed to Norfolk. 

SOUTH ANERICAN DEPLOYMENT - NOVEHBER 1967 

The USS GEORGETmVN dep-arted Norfolk, Va. on 16 
·october enroute the Flee~ Training Center at Guantanarno 
Bay for bvo weeks underway refresher ·training (23 October-
3 November). During this period, limited collection and _ 

-search_ operations were carried out against selEfcted ·cuban 
target's. · 

Subsequent to a Kingston, Jamaica port call (4-6 Nov), 
PHASE I (between GTMO and Panama Canal Zone) of the 
South American deployment commenced. The ship operated 

, consecutively off Haiti, Santa Harta, Colombia; Barranqui lJ 
· Cart·egena; and in the Gulf of Norrisquillos before 
arriving at the Navy _Station at Rodman on 21 November. 
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• On 2 2 November, the uss GEORGEOWN commenced · 
. Phase II operations· (between Panama Canal Zone and 19 
· degrees So~th).. T\vO days later in response to a MOVORD, 
•• tne ship retransi ted the Panama Canal and resumed Pbase I · 
• operations. On 25 November .the GEORGETOWN was dire.cted . ~ . . 
.to .~roceed at best speed to Rota, Spain. Latin America 
•op~tations were terminated at this time. . . . . . ' . ; . . . . \ . 
MEDIT-ERRANEAN !DIVERSION AND DEPLOYr.1ENT - NOV 6 7-MAR 6 8 

• I • • I · . . 

•• , 0~·. 24 Nove
1
mber, the Turkish.:..Greek situation on Cyprus 

had deteriorated · to a · point where diversion of the .USS 
GEORGETQNN to the .t.iedi terranean was · essential to ensure 
a~ailabi~ity of adequate collection resources if land
baced sii.es in' the area closed • .. 

• On 25 ·-November, the GEORGETONN received orders to .. . 

~ .,- . 

.Pro·~eed to ·.Rota, Spain directly .and remain there until her · 
mission was•.provided. CINCUSNAVEUR's OPORD 260-67 estab
lis~ed polioies arid ·pro6edures for the planning, scheduling 
·and tontrol of the GEORGETONN while operating as a unit 
of , COHSIXTHFL"I' .' · · . . 

• . 
•• Be.cause Qf the adverse . political considerations. in 

Spain", · the ship• \vas directed to sail .tc• Naples, Italy vice 
Rota, •Spain • . On 17 December CINCUSNAVEUR assumed OPCON 
of the. GEORGETmvij • 

. technical support and tasking guidance for the 
mission". was provid'tid to the ship while in port Naples. 

. . . . 

M noted "abov~, if the Crete/Cyprus sites were lost, 
the ship- would have l}ad to assume as much of their mission 
as possible. Howev.e:r-1 tension had decreased by the time 
the ship·arrived; the~efore, it continued on to a two . 
phase ope~ation to pre~are for future contingencies. Phase 
I posi tiohed the ship i·n a central area in the eastern 
Med to co~duct 11earabillty /capability tests on Cyprus/Crete 

· :::~::: ~a::~~ ::tle~ · for coastal operations from ·- I~ : wr :ntnr~~~r~HF/~~~i~~n~~~s u;~~~~~ibi·e ~ 
at ground based sites. Coyerage encompassed the UAR and 
Syrian · air/air defense sysbems which had been in constant 
state of flux since the Jun~ war. Other targets included 
the Syrian multichannel systt;m, the UAR multichannel system 

1 ~ · 
! . 

On · 26 December, .the GEORGETONN sidled from Naples · 
entoute her operations area (4F) bu~ was forced to return 

.! .· • .. ! .. .I il !. t 



.. 

the same day because of salt water .corrosion .in the 
evaporators and low feed water. Repairs were completed 

· on : 31 December 1967 • . · .. ·_.·_-_ . 
. . .. _:.: ~:: '•· ... . · '•. r.-·T; • ~ :,-

, · During the month of January, the ship re~ained in 
operations area 4F. The ship returned to Naples on 24 
.January. Due to adverse reaction to the USS PUEBLO in-:. 
ciqent, State · Department recommended that " •.. the GEORGE
TOWN remain in Naples until ·such ~ime · as a re~uction in 

. the repercussi.ons frbrn the USS PUEBLO incident ·make it · 
po~sible ·to resume 'GEORGETOWN's February operations. II . . \ . . . . . 

' . The uss G~ORGETO\VN eventuaily departed Naples. on -
6 February 1968 in company with a DD escort _which was· 
ordered to remain 10 NN outboard of the GEORGETOtvN' s track • 

. Prior to ~epartur~~ · vs~-8~~ ·was dir~cted to 9ff~ 
load all ?cryptologic· mat'erial 'evaluate'd • as not absolutely . 
ess•ential for :the Feb.n,J.ary deployment. ·. USN-852 complied 
with the directive and submitted inventories of .the . 
mat:erial removed from the ship._ . · 

. During her February ·operations (11 Feb), one UAR 
Bea'gle aircraft: . made . 3 low passes over the GEORGETm·TN 
and. the USS LA'·IRENCE. As a result, COHS IXTHFLT took 
fur:ther precaution·ary measures by placing the USS F. D. · 
ROOSEVELT and her escorts, the USS PUTNAN and USS CONINGHM.f 
on one hour notice in .support of the GEORGETOt'lN' s operations:; 
the USS STOR"lES was assigned as an additional escort to 
the ROOSEVELT; the . USS TALLAHATCHIE COUNTY was· put on two~ 
hour standby; one VP aircraft was put on 24 hour coverage 
to maintain and document a continuous navigational plot 
of the ship; one .SP2 H ·aircraft was assigned to report 
all su.rface contacts \vi thin · 50 NM of the GEORGETm-m; and 
one . VQ-2 aircraft ·was provided for continuous daylight · 
cov~rage for warning of enemy action tm.~ards the USS 
GEORGETOtvN and her· supporting fleet elements during 
coastal operations. 

On . 15 February, the GEORGETOtVN was directed to · 
conduct the remainder of her mission with a 35 NH -C'i:>). 
·to ~he 6oast. The ship continued Mediterranean operations 
until 11 March 1968 when she transited the Straits of Gib
raltar where technical materials and aids were transferred 
off the ·ship by helicopters. On 26 l1arch the GEORGETOHN 
arrived in Norfolk. · 

· •. 
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: :·:.··.: . .generally, it _ can be said .that Phase I objectives 
were met. and results showed that such a platform \vould 
be b"en~.ficial in the event one or both of the land::h;:tsed _, 

. si}:.~.s. inyolved were lost. The intelligence objectives : of . 
Phase· ~1. •weore not met because of the imposed restraints. 
Du~i4g.Ph~se.II the mission was clearly affected by the 
CPA· t~ ·.tha·.de•9ree that none o·f .its VHF/UHF assigned mission 

was·.J:~:::':·~~:: · :: :·: hllieved that the coastal operation fr.on\ --~--- _ _:. __ __ __ ~would probably have pr:oved more 
be:ne .~·- e f e e un but due· to the situation, the 
sh'i.p·wa$ l!>rdecad to end its cruise at Latakia and withdra~~ , • • I . 

. · frpm. t!'te. area:. •• 
. . . . ~ ... 

MU\LLE.R , REf.I.EF - • •J{mE-Augus t 19 6 8 
. . . . . . . 
. ·~In - ~!ay··.i.96B; .. [HRNSA prop~sed . the .uss GEORGETmm 

relieve · thE; HllLLER".oJ.a .15 June to cover the Cuban area 
unitil early. August whep the HULLER ·would return from · . 
overhaul • . - ~n c!.ddi tfG>n; a circumnavigation of Cuba and 
shqrt d'i vers-ion• to th•e northern coast of South America 
was proposed·. ... ~ -

Th~ mission.o:Oject.iv"es for the GEORGETm-m's cuban 
ci+curnnayigat1~n w~re: to. conduct . a directed. search of 
the Cubazt~. elec ~ronic envirpnment islanc1 wide to isolate 
new elect'.ronic ·emitters; confirm knmm emitters; sample 
areas of 'the Cuban · S').gnal eiwit'pnment not normally coll
ected; isolate r{evl users .of. knm-tn systems; appiy special 

· intercept ·.techniques ·against ~argets not collectable from 
ex~sting f~cilities; ~pd estabiis~ Cuban armed forces . 
tactics sttessing ·.inter-service. acUvi ty ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . 

· Objec".tives ~i Sur!pam collection 
were: to i~~~~~J··~~~al~~:;:;::::~~~mm~nications 
of Surinam hich would provide a basis 
for increas ec n1ca a • 1ntelligence knowledge of 
these target~ · areas; to obtain those communications sus-

Objective Gf Jamaican, Barbados, Trinidad and. Guyana 
collection was( to search for and develop all possible 
internalJ lcommunications . which might provide 
a basisor _ 1ncreased technical and intelligence information 
of the target areas. · 

37 

,. 



EO 3.3b(3) 
PL 86- 36/ 50 USC 3605 

·,. c 

. ;_ -~!. 

:.,:_~· . 
., 

•, .-· ... 

--~ 
. ... 
. -~ 

-:~. 
• ,"1-j 

_..:...~----: _.__; _ _..:. , .... 

._.. .. ~ . . ,. .. 
• •••• • 
· ····:~·~ . ~--::J~o:t \:.- .:.: ...... ' ... -;. .• · .. ~ . ..:.' ~: =.7-!. i ~l·v~ r·:: .. ..J ::·-~ ,ar~ -
• •• •• • • l . . .. .. -. . . . . . . . . 

· •. ~:.._· :•. • .On 30 July, \vhile the GEORC:ETOf'lN was operating ·in 
· . •• •• ·.~~ Cul!>fin area, Jc·s disapproved the prqposed circumnavi-: 

• •• <,!atl:on o~ Cuba·. The schedule was amended accordingly to 
. ·~ ··Jie:rlet;t orilf · the scheduled ·Cuban deployment and _r:-e~urn to ·

»o~f~lR- DIR~SA's recommendation to return the sh1p to 
p~rt; op. "l;elief" .by the 1-!ULLER \·las based on the fact that 
the. ship ~d not•pave the technical capability to perform · 
a nus·soiO>n fl;l a ne,.,. .area at that time. 

. . . . . . . . . . \ . . . . 

.. ~ . . • .. Th~ <ii::ORG~TONN rei).eved by the 'USNS MULLER on . 1 August I 
~.arrived in ~orfalk 7 Au~st · 1968~ 

. ~ : . . -_.. . '. . . \.. . . ~- . . . . . •. . . . . . . . . ~ 

MRICAN .CRU'lSE ._ SEP!I'Er•~BER 19SS f.1ARCH 1969 
• i ' I. . . . . •.. . . . 
. • In ~gu'~t 19 6 8, Dl:·&.~SA propo~oo deploying the uss 

GE()RGETO\VN to ~the ·east CE>ast of Afr.fa~ to cover, in 
.ad4ition to hei.normal coastal mission;.soviet ESV and/or ·_ 
CHICOM ICBH·. acti\'i ty • in the• .Indian O.:ean·.. . . . . .. . . . 
:. ·~. ·The de·pw~m~~~ sch~dule .cell~d for th; ·~hip to 

oper:•te . off Tt:~n~da'1, Guy.ana, S\i;:Tna.:nl 
pri01~. to ·saili:f!g dir"~ct to. east ooas t..,fti!"'!JI!!"!.r~~~c~a-.-----....... 

'the misslort. obje.~i ves •• ~or op~P·l t.i,ons off Guyana, 
Surinam I ' ~1er~: technical develooment of 
Guyana 1.s commun~cab.on system ·about wh.l!ch little · ,.,as knm•7n; 
to intE!'rcebt and deve'lo •· ntern communica-
tions of S~rinam hlch \vOUl orovide a 
pasis fd,.r increase ec n1ca ·~ntelligence knmo!ledge 
of these·targ~t areas; and to communications 
susp~cted.. of serving I I . 

. Misilon objectives of collection a9ainst Sub-Saharan 
African cauntries while stationed off east coast Africa 

· ·were:to co~duct a directed search of the communications 
.environmen( of Anqola and Mozambique to re-establish known 

I lneb10rks and to isolate and identify 
·rie\v target entities us1hg known or new communications 
syst~ms in order to .meet specific requirements; and to 
assist in the maintenance of a SIGINT data base £or the~ 
follmving countries: , Republic of South Africa, Mqlaga,sy 
Eepublic, Bots\~ana, Lesotho, S\vaziland, Tanzania, Kenya, 
Uganda and Somali Republic; and to collect information on 
the following: military or paramilitary forces, communi st/ 
ultra-leftist, anti-U.S. and anti-tvestern activity security/ 
qounte·r intelligence activity, subvers.i ve and dissident . 
aci.tivi ty -etc. 
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Mission obj 'ecti ves 'tvhen depioved if}. the Indian 
Ocean were: collectionj •• I 

· of data transmission: prelim.i.•narY Jnqnal analys~s; .COMINT 
caYeraae . a ·t ~l • I 
I I 
would play in future events; interceot communications from 
·search arid reCOVery aircraft tO ascei·tain movement 1 .. tactiCS 
and splash-dmvn locations; intercept conununications 'ili th 
~osmonauts during re-entry to determine operational status · 
of re.~entry vehicle .and life ·support equipment; and ELINT 
$pectrum search for manual . p~rameters of shipborne emi~ters 

. ~nd for ord.er-of-battle update. 

. . The GEORGETOWN . departed No~folk enroute Trlnidad 
17 September ·and operated .in the Caribbean area until 
October \vhen she sailed for the east coast of Africa. . . . . 

on 
27 

The sh~p ~rrived in Lourenco Marques on 7 October and 
Operated aqainst coastal taraets untif 11 Nove~her when 
she diverted from Lourenco Marques to cove~ the re-entry 
communications ·of a Soviet Space vehicle expected to 
~aunch between 9-11 November. · 

The GEORGETONN, directed to att.ain a oosi tion in the 
Indian Ocean (4,0'S/68E) to . collect re-entry .. data, was 
unsucc~ssful in its c. t~empts t? reach the appointed posi tioz 
or·~at~~fy the collect~on requ~rements. 

. On 16 November, the ship sailed for .the east toast 
to resume nor~al operations. A port call was scheduled in 
~ornbasa on 27 November for badly needed waterside/fireside 

. cleaning of boiler and maintenance of the auxiliary 
equipment. 

. While the ·sJ:lip was returninsr to the east coast to 
resume coastal operations, intelligence reflected prep-

. . 

. arations for .another-Soviet soace launch in earlv December. 
is a result, the USS CEORGETO~N was directed to ~ail to 
~auritius to prepare for a second diversion on or about 

. 5 December. Bv late · NoveP'l.ber: however, the lack of exnecte0 
c;1ctiv_i ty in the Indian Ocean .indicated that no launch 
would occur. Accordinly the GEORGETmvN v1as directed to 
resume coastal operations as ~reviously scheduled. 
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The ~ivers.ions of the GEORGETOWN brought to light 
a number .of serious problems with regards to scheduling 
and logistics including uncertain schedules, lengt_hy 
deployments, fast reaction to ~chedule changes, ~-~ack .~-

· qf appreciation for logistic and maintenance needs, and 
a lack of appreciation of the international ramifications 
resulting from schedule changes as related to port visits/ 
visas/passport ·requirements. (Sec. 5 I . p. 10 6) . CINCLANT 
~onsidered the problems amendable by simply ensuring that 
employment of TRSs was commensurate with the ships I . . 

c~pabilitie~ and reasonable fleet standards of operations 
~nd mainte~~nce • . . . 

. . On 13 November, the ship reported a boiler outage 
which the ship '.s forCE?\vas able to correct by 16 November. 
9n 8 J~nuary 1969, the ship reported the loss of the 
number 1 diesal generator and engine ·crankshaft; the latter' 
repair was not within the capabilityof the ship's force. 
The shit!> al~.o . reported that the current mission could be 
completed based on the schedule termination date (23 January 
when the electrical load could be reduced. · · 

. . 
At the _same .time however, it was determinec that the 

Zond series of Soviet soace eve·nts tvould result in a 1 unar 
9peration iL the .period-jo January- 2 February 1969. 
Because it was incumbent on NSA to determine the frequency 
and type of telem~try in use on these ' vehicles during re
entry from the lunar trajectory, it was requested that the 
.GEORGETO\·lN be diverted once again to be on · station in the 
.Indian Ocean by 4 February to search for telemetry cornrnuni
¢ations in the period immediately_ atter re-entry. 

-CINCLANT non-concurred ,in the request due to the 
condition of the ship's power plant and the ship !?ailed 
for Brazil.(CONUS on 5 Fehruary • . 

DEACTIVATION OF THE USS GEORGETOivN 

The GEORGETO\'lN arrived in NorfoJk on 6 March 19 69 
·. ·after an extended east African cruis_e • 

. '. 
' In . June, DIRNSA again proposed the ship circumnavi-
gate Cuba orior to her scheduled relief of the USNS MULLER 
in early A~gust. Problems with the ship's antiquated 
engines held the ship in the yards well beyond the scheduled 
90mpletion date and in August CNO's order to hold the ship 
in port until further notice and events involving Navy's 
~reject 703 overtook any plans for deploymerit ·(see 5ection 

.- ." 6) • . 

. .40 
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On 17 October, CNO ~ubli6ly announced the retirement 
of the USS GEORGETOWN • . On 17 December 1969 USN-852 was 
disestablished.· 
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• • • . . USS JM-tESTOHN (USN-853) 

• •. ·The USS JA.HESTmVN, a converted Liberty h')Jll, began 
servipe- as a · Technical Research Ship on 20 January-"'1964 ,,
'When ·~f.le left Norfolk for shakedmm operations in the 

· :. Caribbe~n. The five week cruise included stops at 
: : quantanamp Bay, Kingston, Jamaica and a week of operations 

· off·Havan~. · 
• 

' ... . . . l· . 
FIRST DEPLOYMENT 

. t. • 

. \ . 
·· The JAMESTOl'lN' s first full 'deployment, a scheduled 
ckircimnavlgation •of Africa, began on 9 April 1964 .. The 
130 day deployment• .covered approximately 31,000 engine 
miles . and took the ~bip into the Mediterranean, through 
the Suez Canal, ·the . R"~:;d Sea, south along the East African 
·coast, north along the"i~est coast to Sierra Leone and 
back to Norfolk.· Colle~tion capability of USN-~53 during . 
this · cruise included 10 m~ual morse, 1 · automorse, .1 ·siT, 
i ESV, 1 Nr.ISD, 2 R/T, ·1 R&D* 1 -wideband, and .4 R/P positions 
I . . • . 

. . ·. . . . .. ·----· .. -~ · · ·· 

. The deployment area was :t:;-bitrari1v ·divided into thn~e 
·· parts t6 . facilitate taskin~ and.evaluation: Part ~ -
transit of the Atlantic Ocean to• .and from the deployment 
area; Part II - from Gibraltar to·~den; and Part III -
from Aden to Freetmvn, Sierra Leone• •• 

• • 
Few intercepts were made during P~rt I operations, 

the most significant being~a~~----------~----------~l~n~e~t~ 
re 1 ate d to te s t opera t i 0 ns L..l --:---:-:--:------:----:--.--..----------.----'' 

OSN-853 developed and notated this net, which was subse-
~uehtl~ given a permanent notation ~y D!RNSA and - as~igned 
~t a fixed site. 

Part II operations we're more productive In as much 
as the operations area included the entire North African 
and mid-East ·coastal waters, as well as the Red Sea area. 
During this phase of operations, the JAMESTOWN's mission 
was amended to permit an attempt to intercept a Guidance 
Missile signal. The signal was believed .tP emanate from · 
a KOMAR Class Styx missile presumably scheduled·· for - ~ 
launching during an Egyptian naval demonstation for Soviet 
Premier Khruscbev. The special mission, "Operation FULLSPEE£ 
~roved unsuccessful. · · · 

·. · . 
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·: •• During Part. II- op-erations,· the JAMESTotvN .;was. tasked 
with manual morse and radioprinter HF, . radiotelephone 
H~ivpF, and NMSD search for development .of \r'"HF/UHF )li~l ti
chapn~l activity in ~oth the · Mediterranean and Red'Sea 
areas.· 

. . 
~ 

-:- '-

. . . .. ·.Though some isolated successes were achieved while 
· . operati.ng ·an the Meai terranean, t.he schedule amendment 
require~ by.Operation FULLSPEED, affected the overall. 
success •G>f the deployment • . The operation did result how
~ver, in ~he ~rst intercept obtained on naval . VHF comm
unications•. use~. by · Egyptian KO!-lAR Class Rocket Cutters in 
the Alexand'!ria a~ea. In aodi tion, a large volume of .traffic 

. was copied on Egyp.tian naval HF communications and two 
new . nava.l, links ·were notated • . . 
- . . . 
· From a serach a~p . development. viewpoint, the most 
productiv~ portl.on of tl}e JAHESTotvN•s transit was the_ 
area beb.,een Aden and · Si-erra Leone. New frequencies and · 
caiisigns 'for Eth~opian, •spmalian and Cameroon communi-

~~-c-a_t_i_o_n_s __ , __ w_e_r_e ___ r_e_c_o_~_~_r~e-d_;_a~M-~~l~a~g-a_s_y __ i_n __ t_e_r_n_a_l __ n_e __ t_w_o_r_k __ , ______ ~l 
SECOND DEPLOYr."!ENT 

On 13 October 1964;;the J~ffiSTOWN deployed to the 
West African coast. Its operations area extended from . 
Mauritania to Capetowp, South Africa·. The primary target . ·· 
countries were the Democrati.c Republic of the Congo, Angola, 
and the Union of · South AfricA.. · · .. 

While operating against ~he Congo, USN-853 made two 
.··. ··major contributions to the ):'lational SIGINT effort. The 

. fi ,rst was the collection of a substantial amount of unique 
tr:affic passed by Congolese milit:Jr manual morse links . · 

. The .second, the ' intercept of an transmission (a multi-

. frequency coded sys tern with bvo ones per character in an 
8 x 4 matrix) provided NSA with the first intellig.~nce _ ~ 
gained from · this ·type transmission. The ship was commended 
for its initiative in using a sonograph to break out · 
message preambles, identifying and developing th~ signal, 
which was ernplf.:lyed as _a new means of communications for 
th~ Congolese. Main .Military Group. 
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~ · O~erating in _ th~ ~reas of Portugese Guinei and 
An<t]ola, the· ship 1 s efforts \vere an unqualified success. 
The- Portugese military neb10rk in Guinea w.as recovered, 
even after undergoing a complete callsign, freque'ncy·, , ,-

·. addr~ss group and partial structure change. \-Jhile oper
ating•ln the Angolan area, 50 radiotelephone .nets were 
intercepted and continuity maintained on virtually every 
known ffi!litary, naval and air ~et in that country. The 
dep'loymep.t \ended with 'the JAJ•lESTOtVN Is return to Norfolk 

.· ~n Februa.ry
1 

1965; · . 
. . \ ' .. 

THIRD DEPL.OYHENT . :; 

The shrp departed Norfolk 23 March 1965, to conduct 
special ooerations in the Caribbean area, after which, 

:·the . ship deplC:tyed · to South American waters. . Operations ·· 
· w·ere conducted".along the northeast and \'Test coasts of the 

South American ~ontinent and during t~ansit of the Panama 
Canal. · .. 

The ·intercep~ of Dominican Repnblic communications, 
including the trop~scatter link to Puerto Rico and eleven 
other multithann~l ~ignals proved to be most significant. 
The technical· data H~se · complied as a result of these · 
special operations, proved 'lnvaluab~e when trouble erupted 
in the pominicari ·Republic in late April 19 65, and the USS . 
BELHONT was diverted t"c;l the area. 

:Ylhile operating off.· Northern Brazil, USN-85 3 recovered 
: ele~~n multicharinel sign~ls, including the Alagoas system 
linking Recife and lvlaceio: • . The excellent recordings 

·· facil.i tated in-house NSA processinq and greatlv aided in 
. the development of Brbzili~~ multi~hannel syst~ms.Early · 
in May 1965, the initial in(ercept was made of a~ Ecuadoran 
HF pr~nter singll sideband (SSB) 4 channel sytem carrying · 

. military, polic.e _ I .. 
Moving to .the Chilean operatins area, the ship made 

the .first intercept of an ind~pendent sideb~nd · {I~B) system 
~ conriecti~g the major Chilean militaiy installations . . . The 
system, containing six tones in e?ch sideband, passed .both 
military and commercial traffic. 

Attesting to the success ·achieved by the JAMESTOt•lN 
on its maiden ·South ~~erican cruise, was the variety of 
its accomplishments: Re.covery of · ne\.,r .HF morse, voice a~d 
·printer activity; fifty-five TEHPO case notations assigned; 
and .eighty-five TEXINS issued on changes in known case 

·A4 ·-
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activity. Th·e ship's Informal Technical Note.s(ITN) and 
· Informal Technical .summaries (ITS) "'ere excellent. In
fOrmation taken from·hard copy notes, coupled with traffic 
forwarded, served as a basis for additional-T/A deve~op-

. rn~nt on assigned countrie~. ~~ . 

Adjustment of the scheduled track while enroute to · 
Norfolk permitted the ship to pass through the . Yucatan 
channel and Florida . Straits, where tasking was levied 

· against·central American targets: The non-productivity 
of these operations was· attributed to the fact that they 
were conducted on a week~nd - normally a relatively quiet 
period for La t 1in American cornmunica tions. The JA.t'v1ESTmVN 
returned to Norf?l~ on 18 July 1965~ 

DEPLOY~ffiNT TO .SOUTHEAST. ASIA 

During the first quarter 1~65, discussions were 
held concerning the deployment of a Technical Research 
Ship to Southeast Asia (SEA) . (see Sec. 4 1 p. 18). ·A 
relief ship was to be available ·within six months • . On 
13 April 1965, DIR:.~SA recommended to CNO ·that the JAHESTmvN 
be selected as the relief · ship for the OXFORD; the rationale 
being ·the·rninimal disruption to the TRS program if the 
JAMESTmvN were .chosen. The NSA recommendation was accepted 
by CNO on 24 A?ril • 

. The decision was mad·e to allO\-T the JMlESTmvN to 
complete its then current mission in South America before 
undergoing RAV in . Norfolk (July-September 1965) • . During 

· this R.AV 1 the ship· was provided with HFDF · and TRSSCO:VL.\1 
equipment .. 

The Jk"iESTmvN departed Norfolk on 22 October 19 6 5 I 
. enroute Subic Bay, P.I •• It transited the Panama Canal 

and stopped at Acapulco, Hexico and . Pearl Harbor; Havraii. · 
During the passage from the Canal to Acapulco, the J~ffiS
Tm'lN provided excellent coverage o~ west coast Central 

.· ·Arnerican"microwave systems. · 

The JA11ESTOWN arrived Subic Bay on .0 2 January 19 66 . 
. and departed 06 January on her initial Southeast Asian 

· deployment. Tasking had been forwarded from NSA in 
December. 

Throughout 1966 and the first five months of 1967, 
JAMESTOIVN's operations were routine in nature. Port calls 
during this period were made at Hong Kong, Subic, Jesselton, 

·Bangkok; Singapore, ·Kaoshiung, and yard overhaul was 
accomplished at Yokosuka (February-April 1967). 

From .14 June to 03 July 1967, the JAHESTmVN operated 
in MTA 1 in res11onse.to special mission tasking. 



-- ~---:- .. ~~- .. · .. ·----. - ·- - --·-- · -· ... 

4 

' . 

EO 3 . 3b(3) 
PL 86- 36/50 USC 

' The requirement was to collect SA-2 1 SAM related ELINT 
1signals as well a_s related morse, ·voice, multichannel · 
and other DRV signals of interest. During this period, 

· an NSA radio wave propagation study of the · feasjJ:>ili ty ~·-
-, of intercepting SA-2 related systems in the DRV was · 

completed. · From all indications, the wide varicince in 
, SA-2 related activity would have afforded the JAMESTOWN 
some degree of success in accomplishing its mission, 
had it remained in MTA 1. UO\'{ever, ·the high risk · 

: ass.essment \of a TRS operating in t-1TA 1, .coupled \>lith ' 
3605 , engine pro~lems aboard the JAHESTOHN, resulted in · . · 

.._..,.. _______ _...,. the ship returning . to Subic for .repairs. It was not 
- ~· ' reschedule~ to operate in MTA 1 again. , .. . , .. . 

·· • ... •• In February 1967, an evaluation of USN-853's 
~ ~optribution~ to SE~ collection, was prepared by . 
•• t)IRNSA· for DIRNAVSECGRU. Soecific contributions · 
:: i'nchuded: . the initial inte;;.cept of a Cambodian Naval 
·:VHF multichannel system on 10 January 1966; a Cambodian 
:.;mi'fitary multichannel message of 04 l1arch 1966 .out-
• "J.ining )J\easures to be taken in guarding convoys . trans- · 
~~or~ing ~hinese AID material.- the material was to be 
:move"~ fro~ Sihanoukvi"lle to an ordnance depot at Long '· . · 
·V.ek; ·intercepts of Cambodian manual morse, w}fich contrib- · 

. :u.ted,". in grt~at part, to basic recove:-:ies of the early: . 
·1~66 ·C]lange "in Cambodian Signal Operating Instructions; 
~·29 A~ril intercept contained the first reflection 
of. a ne"\vly creA.ted Cambodian 38th Infantry Battalli_on; 
the ·JAMESTOt;vN, ~n.· 30 April. provided the initial inter
~e~t Of ~adio~ri~ter activity on a Burmese Civil Air · 
.!ink .. (Rai\goo-Handa.lay) - · the activity, interceoted on 
&16"J. Khz,•er:lanated".from . Rangoon; and, on t·1:1o occasion 
i':n ~1~rch !.966; .the wj.deband search position (Project 
P~PPER) in~ercepted ~ique Laotian n~utralist.manual 
mor~e activity on 4035• Khz - one of the calls~gns . (I11:l?yed, M.d-J?reviousi'>: been noted in use on a known 

<;:ommum. c~ t~ons group. · · · . . . . . . . . . . . 

· ~he JAME~TOvm was des~gnated as the principal 

' I ~~!le:tion a~d·;::o::::~::e s:::i::e::~:r t:o p::::u:~:q I 
ship to .. take up •Station in HTA 6/7 before 15 August 
1967. An NSA TOt team was embarked just prior to the 
~hip's arrival i~ the operations area. 
. . . 

The JAMESTONN" received commendation for its part 
rn makingl ; Ia su6cess. The emergency 

. requirements for t e proJeCt had allowed little lead 

. ·. 
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. . . 
•• ti~e,. yet. tri~ •sqip published forty-two translations · 

snd twenty-seven •tepo&ts covering the period just prior 

.I I . . . . 
·· ·A ~imiiar· t e ooeration nicknamed TRUMPET ~w·as 

• 

·• nee agal.n e• s . 1p 
.resourcefulness. and 
•sonnel. ~ 

competency of 
e 

per-

• . · Duri~~~ the J•Al1£STOHN' s late October transit to 
~aoshiung, a high priority special collection task was 
qssigned to the NHSD.1?osition. The task was necessary 
because of an existing-need for more definitive {ntell
igence concerning possfQle threats ·to the u.s., . posed 

·- ,·· -by-CHICOH weapons system&, both · plan1ed and in exis-

.·,-

. ·tence . .. The follm-1ing emi(ters were listed in the special : 

I !coverage. This tasking was repeated in May 68 
when the ship was enroute to Sasebo. 

During .Southeast :Asian operations, the JAMES-
.TOWN!s activities closely paralleled those of the. 
OXFORD. . Isolated differences involved special opera
tions during which one ship was on-station and the 
other in port . . OPSCOMl'-1 circuit use ., ARDF equipment 
problems, in-country site c~m over designated positions 

· on bbard shi~, scheduling changes, engine malfunctions~ 
etc., represented · area~ relevant to both ships. 

On 24 ianuary 1969, Southeast Asian TRS Mission · 
and Objectives were forwarded electrically to NSAPAC _ _. 
by DI~~SA for further dissemination to the Operational 
Commands involved. The stated mission was: · 

· (1) ·To assume contingency cover under appro-
priate CMA in accordance with the NRV% Alternate · 
Intercept Collection Plan {AI CP) if fixed sites became 
inoperable through hostile action or prolonged natural · · 
disturbances. 

-47 
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(2) .To. otherwise maintain shipborne 
SIGINT cov~rag~ in MTAs 1-9 with "primary operations · 
in f.1TAs 6-9. r--• :... ~ -,-

. . ( 3) To conduct operations in support of 
National SIGINT requir~ments simultaneous with and/or 
a supplement to SIGINT support of t.J.S. l1ilitary .· 

.. Commanders in Southeast Asia • . · 
I 

. I . 
. ~he ge;nera], SIGI.NT ?bjectives were as follows: 

\ . . ·. 
{A) North Vietnam/Viet Cong. 

··.~ • • (1) Intercept ·of VC military, to 
·~ine"st~ength, equipmerit, · location, desposition, 
· 1.zae~qn atld.mission ' of enemy :e-orces, in realtime 

deter
organ
support 

of. U.S:. !'li li t~ry .· Commanders requirements. . · .. . . 

. • •. · .- ~ :. • • . (2) ~/rb· is'lentify, .catalog ·ne\v/unusual 
comm\Jnication~."and signal· .cbaracteristics, known or 

: suspe~ted of emat\ating from ·. sontQ. or North . Vie.tnam 
· · and pe}:'.ipheral are·a!'i. · • .. ;. · . . 

. · •• · {3} To" p.rovide co.ntinuity "c:tnd SIGINT 
technical".data on clandes·n~ne communications lleman
ating fro~.North Vietnam, td.stations possibl~ted 
in South Vi~tnam. • 

. •. . . 

. . . •• · .(4) To develop and·c· in continuity. 
of Public Secu"ti ty voice and morse cornmunica tions 
between North V\etnam and Public S stations in . 

·south Vietnam and other Southeast Asian nations. · 

(5}". To maintain technical continuity on 
VC J?arty communic.a.ti-ons apparatus. 

48 
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. 
' . (C) Cambodian Military/Police/Air/Naval 

entities 

. (1) To acquire -information concerning 
· Cambodian Army OB, · rebe 1 activities, alleged Thai /US/ 
A&VN border violations · and other data, as requested by 
COt}SUme.rS 1 . thr~>Ugh the deVelopment and maintenanCe Of 
coRtinuity ~n selected Cambodian military mainline . and 
ini;ernal military region communications . 

. (2) To determine the organization and 
activity of Ca~bodian Royal and National police, through 
inteircept of Cambodian police manual morse, ·. and voice 

·communications. · 

•· · ·(3) . To develop Cambodian naval dis-
posi f.ions through intercept _of Cambodian Navy manual 
morse and voice communications. · . 

· : . : (4) To obtain information on Cambo::Uan 
.air/air defense and the qapability/structure of r~lated 
commu~ications through intercept of Cambodian air, and 
voice ~ommunications. 

(5} To provide data concerning overall 
· Cambodian military posture through multichannel_9ommqn~
cations . . 

(D) To develop and provide cover 9n selected 
~------~--~~--~printer communications. 
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.. 
. •• . (S) To- lo~ate, ·identify, develop, maintain 

. conti",nui-ty qrt•[ I · I lcomrn~~~n~~~c~a~t~~~o~n-s~.----------------------------~ 
-:"-

(F) T6~ascertain ooeraiional status ~nd 
· capability · of I I North·-Vietnamese ·. non-conununica-
.·tions syst~ms and _CamboClian ai.r defense _ associated · · 
· erni tters th_rough ELINT an non-:--morse search intercept. 

I . . 
. (G) To assist U.S. ARDF resources 'in· locating 

·enemy trans~itters off the coast of South Vietnam by 
providing tip-off. 

(H) To es~ablish, mairitain continuity, and 
· determine operational status and capability of specified 
signals . 

{I) ~o provide special · o~ contingency ·support 
as directed. The mission for Southeast Asia .TRSs was 
amended in February 1969 at ·the request of NSAPAC to also 
provide contingency cover, under apf-ropriate CMA, in 
response to urgent requirements of CONUSHACV as directed 
under emergency diversion authority of NRV ~ 

The JAi'-1ESTOtVN cruise . summary fcnvarded to NRV J,ft!!( 
.and covering the period 8 February - 12 Harch -1969 
provided the following in forma t _ion: · 

(1) . ·Periodic analyst exchange bet\veen the 
ship and US~-!--626, courled with the increasina experience 
of -ship operations personnel, were ~aior faciors in the 
JAMESTmm' s· collection effort. 

(2) Close liaison· bet\o1een the JAMESTmm and 
the . OXFORD, proved invaluable in maintaining current . 

·records and continuity of coverage; periodic off-station 
periods didn't materially affect either ship's perform
ance. 

(3) An almost daily increase in the number 
0f assigned coverage cases heard was attrihuted largely 
to operator faciiliarity with target area entities and 
to increased support emphasis by the T/A section. The 
is6lation of back-links increased as o?eratois became 
more familiar with specific target workings. The ·USM-626 
a~aly~ts onboard provided signifi6ant ~ssistance. 

so - -
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(4) The search continued, within HTA 9, 
to locate the most suitable loc~tion for intercepting 
l-1R 3 communications along the Delta's western coastline. 

. ~-·: ~ .,-

(5) In general, MTA 9 operations prcved dis
.· appointing for non-morse operations; ne·i ther the signal 

environment nor the tasking presented a challenge to the 
. operators. · · 

\ 
.-

(6) Th"e working aids included in the SPEEDY 
· EXPRESS support .·package were found to be helpful. The 
. analytic · sl,.lpport from, and the ·technical exchanaes with 
'· us.M-6 26 _provided the utmost steerage to aid the ship's 
operators. 

PL 86-36/50 USC 3605 

. . 

. . . . ' ' 

·• • • ••••• (7) 7'he .TRSSCOMM circuit was generally reli-
; able an~ k~du~e~.demands on other circuits; operations 

. · · . were primarily ·wi tnl I ·. · . · 
. . . . 

• · (8) · The OPSCOHH circuit \vith USM-626 proved . 
·: unreliable despite daily attempts to establish contact • 

. .. 
The JAMESTOtm' s ·Cruise· Summary for 01 April -

:12 May 1969 ~ecorded the ship's resources targeted 
•against MR J targets during the entire period. During 
:this time, Operation SILVER MACE II, a COMSEC operation 

· .. ''against allied tactical communications, was implemented. 
~he reporting of Liberation News Agency broadcasts was 
also implemented. . . . 

• Reporting of the LNA broadcast required the ship · 
t® h~ve an increased translating capability. Accordingly, 
·a~ . lntensive language training program was instituted, 
wi•th USN-27 providing a .senior Vietnamese linguist on 
TAb. The effectiveness of this program resulted in the 
JAMESTO\~'s assignment of LNA reporting authority by 
DIRNSA. . . · . . . · . 

HO~ffiSPUN · search procedures produced excellent 
coo~dination and efficiency while proving the value of 
uni:&orm and standard search procedures. ELINT. covera-ge·· 

·. was ~nproductive · and coverage at the R/T positions 
showed a decrease in VCRS cases heard. Search and 
developmentof VC targets also produced minimal .results . 

. b.'he JAMESTONN reoorted its CRITICOMM circuit 
exper~encing frequent" outages, and, as was noted in the 
·previ-ous summary,. TRSSCOMH wa:s used to pass cm.-nNT 
traffip ,· but with the TRSS Guard shifted from USN- 27 
to I I . The OPSCot4t-1 circuit continued to be ':ln-

. reliable. Other sh_ip communications problems included . 
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at~ospheri 'c ·and equipment failures 'resulting in ·numerous 
outages and large blocks of open numb.ers on Broadcas"t7 
coverage. It was necessary to bring up the PACFLT pRESTES "'
system on 29 April to clear a message backlog~ 

Late in April 1969, NRV ~ provided a copy of an 
sso MACV .message ·to sso CINCPAC outlining the degree .of 
success achieved by TRS operations in Southeast Asia. The 
use of the twc{ ships in connection ,.,i th SPEEDY EXPRESS 
and in close s~pport of MP.CV had paid off in improved 
S.IGINT support 'i 

The report .noted the versatility of the ship in working 
the various CTZs. in preparing for · emergency · coverage assign
ments • .. The most· significant achievement noted .\vas the 

· installation and full .time manning of an ARDF tip-off 
and monitor position which allowed the two ships to make 
a direct contribution to the tactical effort. 

. ·The report "';erit ()n to note that· the TRSs in addition 
to their mobility and contingency re.sponse capability, 
provided facility \vhich could be of great· importance under · 
.Post hostilities conditions · since .they were n.ot .subject 
to on limited by in~country · restriction~. · 

The JAL'1ESTONN's operations between January and October 
1969 were, · primarily routine in nature. On 7 October the 
ship left ·southeast Asia enroute to its annual overhaul 
at Sasebo. During this period, the decision was made by 
DEPSECDEF to deactivate all the technical research ships. 
The · ship was then moved from Sasebo to Yokosuka to be 
decommissioned in ·mid-December 1969. 

. : . 
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USS BELMONT (USN-854) 

, The uss BELMONT was the first of the Victory . tyP.e ... " · 
hulls to be converted to a Technical Re.search Ship. 
The ship's maximum speed of 18 knots made it more 
responsive than previous TRSs to situations requiring 
swift diversion from . one operatio~s area to another."· 

. . \ . . 
· The initial plans provided for . l28 enlisted and 6 

officer NAVSECG
1
RU . personnel. ·The collection capability 

on board consisted qf the following: 10 manual morse, 
2 automorse, · 2 radiotelephone, 1 · R&D~ 2 single channel 
·printer 1 1 two channel printer 1 1 wideband~ 1 ELINT/ 
:telemetry, 1 NN?D and 1 single sideband. 

· The ~ELHONT' s shakedmvn cr~ise to . the Caribbean area 
be~an on 20 January 1965. Underway training was conducted 

. during daylight hours with the ship returning to Guantanamo 
each night and on weekends. ; From 20-26 .February I the 
ship operated in the Havana a~ea and returned to Norfolk 
on Cl March 1965. 

FIRST DEPLOYHENT 

The BELMONT's first full deployment, starting on 26 
April 1965,, was scheduled for the \.;est . coast of A£rica. 
·How~ver, the ship, enroute to Africa, was diverted to the. 
Dom'inican Republic to provide .coverage of a civil vrar in 
that country. NSA support, · in the form of technical 
material and Spapish linguists, reached the EELHONT as 

. the ship, passed San Juan, Puerto Rico. · The tasking was 
forwarded electrically to USN-854 on 29 April and the 
ship took up station off Santo Domingo on 30 April. A 
SIGINT Readiness VERANDA was established by Dilli~SA on 
01 Nay 1965 • 

The BELHONT's successes in the Dominican Republic area 
were demonstrated by the rapid adjustment of the . NAVSEC:::GRU 

. persohnel on board to the new mission. The~e personnel had 
been trained for and had on board, equipment and technical~ 
aids relevant to west coast African operations. Despite 

. the complete changes .in tasking, reporting, processing and 
traffic forwarding requirements, the BELHONT was able to 
contribute the most significant hard intelligence on the 
Dominican criiis. · The intelligence was ,gained from almost 
dai~y in terce ts of extensive communications betv1een .the 
rebel leaders 

and 
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· Whil.e operating ·in the Dominican a.;;~a:, the BELHONT 
was also tasked with .Venezuelan and' · Bt"azilian targets 
·but this effort proved unproductive. ·T~e ship returned 
to ·Norfolk in July 19 65. · : •.. ~--.. , 

SECOND DEPLOYMENT 
. . -· .• .. 

;, 

--: '-

In mid-September 1965, the •BELMON1' deployed to 
South Arilerica where it was tas.l<.ed "w:i:tl\ aeveloping the 
inter~al communications of HaJti and the Dominican Republic 
while enroute to its operations are~,·and the communications 
of Venezuela· an'd Colombia: · ~pecific lasks included the 
collection of military ,I ; I communic
ations, Latin American shipping and ILC· links. This deploy-
ment terminated with the ship's return io Norfolk in 
January 1966. :; . . - · ; _ · • 

. . 
· THIRD DEPLOYHENT . . 

. . 
On 16 March 1966, i!he BELMONT: _begat{ its - third deployment. 

Th_e ·ship \•ras assigned .coverage of the communications of 
Venezuela, Chile_ and j'eru. Broad misswn tasks included: 
coverage of assigned·cases for intellig-nece production, with 
emphasis on multichannel and cipher traffic; national · · 
COMINT organization.~; Guerilla cfnd illi•cit organizations, 
including agents and dissident ~roups; . :search .and develop-

-ment of ne\v internal Latin Amer,tcan arrt!Y 1 navy, air and 
.police conu-nunica t.ions; . ·development of all military 1 police · 
and other governmental communications C{ssigned TEHPO case · 
notations for the purpose of broadening the technical base· 
and assisting ~n the assignme~t of per~anent case notations; 
search and devGloprnent of int~rnationa~ shipping con~unic
ations _ (ILC); .and search and aevelopmeqt of unnotated ILC 
communications. 

. 
During this deployment, ~~e BELMON~ was once again 

diverted fr~m her assi~ned o~erations.: ~his diversion was 
necessi ta tEi"d b an im endin · in the 

.e r J.a y ass1gned 
to t e tas was not available until 1 Meanwhi.-le, a -
·sustained close-in search/development effort was necessary 
in early June to cover the preparation stage. The ·BELMONT, 
selected to ·cover this phase until relieved by the RICHFIELD, 
was extended on station and her scheduled June yard period 
was deferred.-

. . 
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NSA pr~videdl I linguist~ ~r the operation 
designated operation CHILI PEPPER. · Since.there had never 
been close-in ·comprehensive intercept ~ff~rt in this ·area, 
it was not poss~ble for DIRNSA to provide ... detailed S~GINT "'
collection guidance. . The BELHONT \>las :tasJ{ed with a general/ 

. directed search mission to develop these 9hort range commu-
nications. : . : .. 

'For . this operation, the BELMONT and th~ RICHFIELD were 
· named the UNDERfHD platforms while · t.l'fe u.s~ SIGINT ·aircraft 

. involved were de signa ted GARLIC .'SALT, Tip-Qff, collection ·, 
and processing brocedures were desig~ed to~ermit . the · 

-UNDERBID platforms to provide sufficient a~vance ·warning 
·for the launching of the GARLIC SALt aircr~t. · · 

The · BELMONT' s accomp 1 i shmen ts I : ? I were .. 
numerous; Through collection and apalysis, ·the ship forwarded . 
over 1200 items of pertinent traffLc during:the period 06 
June to 03 -July 1966. Seven new I : len-
tities · were detect~d, developed an~ notated. Under this · 
category also, _ the BELl>IONT made th~ initial intercept and 
identification -of closed ciruit T~, facsi~ile, data trans
missions and ·unique VHF/UHF trans~issions~ . . . . .. 

Under the category of processing anc reporting, approx-
. imately 250 field reports/transla"tions \-.rere fon:arded to 
DIRNSA. Among the re-ports Here highly perishable Cm-UNT 
items which entailed _improvised ~recessing measures to · 
exploit distorted speech privacyiradiotelephone intercepts. 
The . ship .'returned to Norfolk in Jnid-July 1966 . 

FOURTH DEPLOY.MENT . 
; . 

for and development of Latin American · COt-UNT, para-:mili t .ary 1 . 

and other governmental communications with emphasis on new 
activity and cases assigned TENPO notations; search for 

·· . and development of ILC communications, emphasizing ship/ 
shore activity involving Latin American ports . 

. -
. :ss 
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'FIFTH DEPLOYMENT . ~ .. . ... . . . .. . 
On 01 Februar:y, the BELr10Ntr.began the· first~".circum-

navigation of South America b•j. ~ u.s. SIGINT p;L~tforf~1~" . 
Collec.tion emohasis for this tlellilovment \.ras orr i"nternal 
9<;>v<irnmental, ·security forces', «isSident; an ti-aissident, 

· m~litary, ·para-rnilit~ry, pol)..ce,-. ILC,I ~ •£ J 
weapons associated and illioit ¢!Jrnrnun~ca ~ons.'i'i ad
i ti on the BELHONT was· task~d wi-th. covering the/ 

' 
' 
' 
' L.....:-::-:--..,..---~--~--==-----:!!'.---=---=-'- .Coverage by USN- 8 54 was 

necessary · ·to satisfy na~ional le~l requirements an4 ·provide 
support to those personnel responsible for the safehy of 

.. the U.S. delegation. ,.' 
. ' . ~ 

· ·· In the interest .o( ti~~liness~ USN-f~4 was deleq4ted 
end-product reporting"responsibility be~:innin.g I 1. 
·continuing ·through t~ co·nference :perio(~. .USN 854. \'las 

. authorized to releas translation~ and ieports on significant 
items inte1·cepted by the 

. BELHONT 

Upon arrival in the conference ·area I the BELl'<lONT en
COUQ~~red he~vy shipping traffic. Because close-in opera

.tions \vere neces~ary DIRL'lSA had two alternatives; to have · 
the ship_anchor outside shipping lanes or, no more than· 
five NN off the coast during periods of reduced visibility; 
or to anchor.· in the vicinity · of a U.S& destroyer already 
in ·the harbor. DIF.NSA offered no objection to the ship moving 
within approved tracks providing the cover for the operation 

·was . not jeopardiz~d • . 

On 23 May 1967, G Group requested K initiate action to -
deploy the BELMONT to the African area upon concl~sion of 
the $hip's scheduled yard period. The projected deployment 
(15 August - OS December 1967) was to emphasize cover 
along east coait Africa with west coast Africa · cover limited 
to the area south of Luanda, Angola. Prior to definitive 
action being taken on this proposal, events in the Middle 
East caused a . change in plans. 

56 

. .. 



t . ' .. .... 

~; 

'· ) 

. . ·,:.· 

. ' ·1 

- - .. - ..-r·- -·· 

The. loss of the uss LIBERTY (USN- 855) as a direct 
re~ult of Israeli action during the brief Arab-Israeli 
war created a void in u.s. SIGINT cover in the eastern 
Meqi~erraaean. · DIRNSA, in· an B June message to JCS, · 
.requested. consideration be given to a proposa·i to d~I:Hoy 
the. BELMONT to the east Mediterranean to replace the 
LIBERTY and supplement fixed site coverage in the· area . 

.. The• subsequent imposition of a 100 Nt1 CPA in the eastern 
.. Meqi terranean ·.for all U.S. · SIGINT reconnaissance platforms · · 
· ca~sed DIRNSA ,to wit.hdra~., its p~oposal. 

. \ : . . . . 

In July 196 7, .DIRNSA · recommended . deployment of the 
BEL;MONT to · the \ west coast of Africa August to November 

.196'7. The propc;>sal · was accepted by JCS and the ship 
sai,led on 15 August for African waters. 

In October, ·an impending .soviet :space shot resulted 
'in the diversion of the ·ship to the east coast .of Africa . 

. in order that it be more· ·readily available for Indian Ocean 
·. operations if . the need for a platform arose. Special · .. 

tasking · for the operation was forir·arded to . USN.:.Bs4 on · 
05 October. · ·•. These special operations were completed on 
10 November .and the ship departed Mornbasa 15 November 
for , Norfolk and . a yard overhaul. 

SEVENTH DEPLOY!-lBNT 

i The BELMONT did not depart for Africa again until 
· rnid-1968 due to numerous· delays encountered during the 
ship's yard overhaul period and the need for refresher 
training for the SECGRU personnel ·on bqard. The BELMONT's 
operations .orders were changed several times enroute to 
West coast Africa to reflect extended CPA's e.g., the 
Nig~ria -CPA was increased to 100 NM due to the civil war 
in that nation. This CPA change led to a revision of .. 
the : ship's mission . objectives~ The objectives fo·r the · 
Cameroons were affected by the 100 NM CPA off ~igeria 
and . operations in this ·area were curta iled to 3 days. The 
·curtailment of Cameroon tasking resulted in elevating . 

. Congo :(B) tasking to second priority. .Basic objectives 
in Gabon were unchanged. · 

. · In July 1968, DIRNSA provided CINCLANT with mission 
objectiv-es . for the BELMONT · operations. These objectives 

· (liE;ted below) were in sati'sfaction of consumer require
ments: 

a. To assist in developing a SIGINT data base 
for :Chad, CAF., both Congos, Dahomey, Ghana, Guinea, Ivory . 

.. coast, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra 
teone, .Togo, Upper Volta. 
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b. To collect·in depth communications of Gabon 

and .cameroon for technical development and to perform· 
, .. det9-iled analysis of these communications. r--... , . ~ '·-

, c. To collect information about the above listed 
countries on the following: · 

(1) Military/Paramili:tary forces~ · 
. \ 

(2)' 
. I 

. ( 3) \ 

. . 
.communist activity. 

Anti-U.S./Western activity.: . 

(4) Security/Counter Intelligence act'ivity. 

· (5) ', StibversiveVdissidemt a~tiv:ity. · 

{6) Developments affecting . internal government 
: stal:;>ility • 

. l ·. 
· (7) The movement of arms/military equipment 

into/within African nations. · 

(8} Evidence and location of illici"t commun
ications within African ·nations. 

.· (9) Information on the strength, plans, organ- . 
ization, orientation .and activities of dissident elemerits 
and.evidence of foreign supp6rt and control. 

(ioj A6tivities of t~ose forces used in 
suppress~ng intern~l disorders and in border clashes. 

d. · With reference to Portuguese Africa, objectives 
were to determine: · · . 

(1) The political and military activities of 
natio"nalist organizations · attempting to su?vert Portugu~se 

. Guin~a ,· Angola and Mozambique. 

. (2) · Foreign support of such organizati·ons, 
particularly from Tanzania, Congo (~inshasa), Zambia, 
Communist China and ·Cuba. · 

· (3) Portuguese military activities and 
casualties in overseas provinces . 

. · .. -
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(4) -Portuguese collaboration with security 
forces of South Africa and Rhodesia. 

r-·· :.-:. -: ' -

In early September, the BELMONT was deployed to East 
coast Africa and continued to ooerate along that coast 
Until the end of October 196 B. -While the ship was off . 
the· coast of Hozamb:i..que, -it was able to succe$sfully copy 
sign,als from two Soviet space vehicles (Soyuz II & III) 
that had been · r~cently launched. · .. · . 

. . l 
On 2 November the ship departed Louren~o Marques 

enroute Norfolk.' · A port call . was made .in Recife 1 Brazil 
and 6perations w~re bonducted off the coast of French Guinea, 
Surinam and Guyana prior to the ship's arrival in Norfolk 
on 27 . November 1968. En·route to Recife, . the BELHONT was 

: advised of and subsequently intercepted telemetry from 
a Soviet - space vehicle launched . toward the moo~ (ZOND 6). 

·While in port Recife, t:he BELMONT 1 '_in response to tasking 
against Br~zilian multichannel activit~ in the 270-330 MHz 
range 1 inter·cepted 6 different f _requenciP.S and forwarded 
-74 wi4eband tapes to NSA. 

From 20-23 November, the BELHONT ir'ttercepted Guyana . 
FDM systems for the first time~ A total of 8 . frequencies 
were recovered and 1~ intercepts made. · 

While the BELMONT w·as conducting its cruise 1 • COH
: NAVSECGRU noted in a 10 August message to DIRNSA, the un-· 
productiveness of ce.rtain of the BELHONT 1 s collection faci-

' lities used against West African targets, e.g., NMSDB .08%1 
ELINT ;0~%, R/T 5~10% for _the per1od 2 July t6~ August ·l968. 
Concern was expressed over the _prolonged use ~fa well 
equipped pla£form against low-6pportunity targets at ranges 
which preclude intercept of most . VHF/UHF/SHF signals. Only · 
high priority manual morse and printer targe.ts would justify 
maintaining the B~LHONT in so .unproductiye and area. 

DI¥lliSA replied that the BELH<;>NT's primary mission was 
to assist in the development and maintenance of a SIGINT ·. 
technical base for the .HF communic~tions of 18 Sub-Saharan- . 
countries. During the period reported by COHNAVSECGRU, the 
BELtvlONT provided excellent cover on the HF communications · 

· of G.abon, both Congos, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Ghana, 
Upper Volta and Niger, with 85% of its intercept being 
unique. With reference to NMSDB , the countries in~olved 

_have a limited signal environment above 3Q HH~ 1 and CPA 
limitations further hampered NMSD operations. 
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The lack of ELINT . targets confirmed the DIA Woritd
.Wid~ EOB. Finally, DIRNSA noted, mission objectives 
cannot be _measured by volume and types of inte"rcept :'< . .... , . . 

alone. The proposed s·epteJ11ber diversion of the BELMONT .. 
to the East ·coast of Africa was nessitated by Indian · 
Ocean requirements and not the productivity of the ship. 

'EIG5TH DEPLOYMENT 

·In mid:-Feb~,uary .19 69, DIRNSA :r:ecommended to CINCLANT, 
that. the USS . BELMONT be deployed ·to. the Mediterranean to . 
collect Soviet ~editerranean Fleet, North. African, and . · 
Middle Eastern communications. SIGINT mission objectives 
for the BELMONT's operations were formulated and forwarded 
to CINCLANT/CINUSNAVEUR on 11 March. Thcstated mission 

!, • 

was: 

. -: -,.-

1. To conduct SIGINT intercept operations in .the 
Mediterrane~n ~nd litto:r:al waters in satisfaction of customer 
requirements, through the collection, processing, and re- . 
porting of Soviet Mediterranean-fleet-associated communica
tions activities • 

.. 
2. To provide SIGINT evidence of Soviet expansion 

of surface forces and facilities in the Hediterranean area. 

3. · Identify and catalog all new and unusual 
communications and signal characteristics encountered. 

. 4. Determine the eiectronic/intelligence . content 
of .low-pcwered and line-of-sight emitters (including 
ELINT) s~rving tactical forces of various naval, ground 
and air defense forces 6f North Africa and Middle East 
countries • 

.. 
Seaborne objectives· were: 

. 1 ~ To devel9p VHF voice tactical coinmunica t"ioris 
between surface units and air/surface units for intelligence, 
including testing of weapons/training tactics. · · 

. . 2. To provide SIGINT indicators of t.he expansion 
of Soviet surface forces/facilities in the Mediterranean. 

3. To monitor the 150-300 Mhz range for commications 
relatin~ to Soviet naval testing and operational use of 
communic~tio~s systems. 
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4. 'T ollect ~he Soviet 

to 
des~gn~ng/developlng effective countermeasures • 

5. · To detect (particularly during naval/naval 
air opsrationsl all Soviet Mediterranean fleet ELINT . 

. signals ·.and to <;:orrelate to platform, to include visual/ 
. -photo confirmation. . . . . . l . 

· ~- · TQ ~dentify electronic equipement and tactics 
employ~d bf. S(Jvie.t aircraft · in Mediterranean "Operations. · 

. 7. ·.To collate ·information on tactics and methods 
used during C~mmunist jamming activity (both air and 
shipborne) .• · 

· 8. To~researc~ communications ierving na~al coastal 
· observation post~., coast artillery units, air surveillance 
radar stations, air defense artillerv units, HTB/KOMAR 
squadrons, to detei.mine defensive re~cti,.m/disposi tion. · 

.• . 
9. To .proc'\}re tip-off relating to pre-~aunch, 

post~launch of Sovieb aircraft operating from Cairo West/. 
Matruh airfields for r.econnaisance of the~ U.S. Sixth . Fleet. 

. . 
• a • • 

10. To determi~e tactics employed by Arab based 
$oviet aircrews· for flig-ts against land target~. · · . . . 

11. To disclose S9viet indications/intentions 
for c~anges in flight operations. · . . 

L...--...:---. __ _ ... _. _----...... - . __ .... _ .-~ .•• •• _ ..... ___ I 
The mission was subsequently approved and the ship 

. departed Norfolk enroute the Medi terranean on 18 June 1969. 
Since the ship was to operate · in the same area as the 

. PALM BEACH, CINCLANT requested that COMSIXTHFLT assu-med 
direct operational control of both ships. Hopefully, this .woul i 
prelude duplication of operations area, mutual interference 
and conflicting tasking. 

During the course of the BELMONT's Mediterranean 
operatioqs, t~e ship covered Spviet ileet · activity with 
primary. emphasis on the Soviet Helicopter carrier r~tOSKVA. 

While in the i-ledi terrane an,· the BELMONT conducted five 
separate patrols~ Extracts from the summaries of these 
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patrols indicate that the initial patrol consisted of 
three ' days of coastal-surveillance operations along the 
north coast of Africa while the ship was enroute to · 
Naples 1 Italy. · · r--.-, · 

Patrol. two began when the ship departed Naples on 
·09 July enroute to Kithira Anchorage via the Straits 
of Messina. Surveillance o~erations were maintaine~ · 
a ~0 NM radios ot the -anchorage •. ·This -patrol wa~ com~le~~~ 
on 02 August as the . BELMONT arrived in Athens, Greece. 

. . . . \ : . . 

· · ·. riepartii-lg Athens . on 11 Augu~t, ·the BELMONT began patrol 
three, again· in the _area of the Kithira Anchorage. The . 

_MOSKVA was intercepted by the BELMONT when it arrived in . 
the area. of CretP, on 20 August. Close surveillance was 

·maintained by · the BELNONT until 28 August ~.,rhen a port visit 
was made to Valleta, Malta. · 

Patrol four began as the BELMONT departed Malta on 
31 August and again intercepted the NOSKVA in the Eastern 
.Hedi terranean on 0 2 September·.· Several times during this 
surveillance period, ·. the HOSKVA entered the Gulf of 
Sollum whi'le .the BELMONT was required to maintain a CPA 
of 50 NH from t .he coast. On 11 Septerr.ber, the HOSKVA 
departed the G~lf enrout~ to· the Dardahelles · and its .home 
port· in the Black Sea. On 13 September, the BELHONT broke 

. off surveil'Iance of the .NOSKVA and between 14-22 $eptember 
·conducted . surveillance ·of targets of opportunity in the 
vicinity of Kithira Anchorage. Patrol four terminated on 
26 September when the BELHONT arrived in Rhodes, Greece • . 

On -07 ·0ctober, the BELHONT departed Rhodes on Patrol 
five. The ship operated near the Kithira Anchorage until 
20 October when its mission was terminated by CNO. SECDEF 
had .approved the retirement of the BELMONT \vith the other 
TRSs and CINCUSVAVEUR was directed to return the ship to 
its . home _port as . soon as it was fea_sible. · · 

After a brief port call in Rota, Spain the ship departed 
·the Mediterranean enroute Norfolk. On 31 October, the . 
BELHONT arrived in Norfolk where stripping and deQ.ctivation 

·procedures began. Deactivation was completed in January 1970 • 
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USS LIBERTY.(USN-855) 
. 

On 5 February 1965, the USS .BIBERTY, AGT~-'5, s~iled 
from the Bremerton shipyard at Washington. TRe ship r.-'"' ·· 

transited to Norfolk, Virgin\a·and arrived 25:Febru~ry 
to begin preparing for her .first deployment as ·a sea- · 
'borne SIGINT collection ye·ssel. . . . ·. : · . . 

. . The USS LIBERTY .With USN-855 embarked, conduct"ed 
. I ·• . r 

· shakedown operatioos at Guantanamo Bay between 29 March and 
· 27 April 1965, dnd then 'deployed to the west coast :of 
. Afri¢a from Nopt"olk on ·15 June 1965. · : . 

• 
FIRST AFRIGAN MISSION 

, . .. 
....-----....,To£.h'l.lle.:...~...J0~rimar/ ~iss ion · of USN~855 ·. was :the c:tollect-ion of 
.I I Portuguese . African · communications ·With ·~mphasis 

·. · .·: ·: o~ Portuguese Guinea and Angola. In additiozi, USNA-855 
became the first seaborne unit of this kind i!o be authorized 
reportirig tesponsibility on African countrie~. . 

After a por~ call ·in Santa Cruz, Cana~i:Islan~s, the 
ship ·arrived in ~.,ort .Abidjan 1 · Ivory Coast on •15 Ju-ly. . The 
ship then conduc ':ed coastal operations bet\veen · Abipj an and 
Capetown, ·South .\frica until 4 October (the LIBERT-Y was 
dive~ted from Lagos, Nigeria to attempt cove~age df ESV 
re-entry communications 10-14 September) and·arrived in 
Norfolk o·n 23 October 1965.. . : : 

This · first deployment was considered hi~hly ~uccessful· 
in all aspects~ Traffic. analysis and recons~ruct~on of 
lvest Afri_can communications were performed in detii.il and 
excellent working aids were prepared on Port.\lgues~ Guinea 
and South African systems. . 

"':' ·.,-

naval 
The 

USN-855 provided the first iritercept o~ Sene9alese 
and police (VHF) and Gabonese military communicat~~ons. 
deployment, timed to coinc~dt:; with a I ; _ 
change on the Portuguese m~l~tary tar~g~e~t~s~~~~~A~n~o~~a-~r~e~---~ 
sulted in successful covera e of the chan e 

~lso, coverage of callsign/address 
group change in Portuguese military co~~unications of 

· Portuguese Guinea allowed USN-855 to reconstruct the mil
itary organization ·and communications structures down to 
the lowest level. 
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~ .. · .. . . . . . . . . .. ~ . . 

· · · On 3 Jan"l,lary 19 66, the USS · LIBERTY• "d~'Ployed fr~m 
Norfolk enroute Abidjan, Ivory . Coas-t;•to:bsgin the se.eonq . 
of a series of collection operatio;ts off \~est coasf. 
Africa. • · ··· 

The ship operated bet\·Teen• -the ·I'Ir~rv .Coast and A~gol~ 
·for approximately 2 months before · ~~turning to Norfolk 
on .21 l-iarch 1966. • • • · · 

I : .• . . . . . . 

· The mission\ was t\4o"fold: p.timarity, to confirm·.knoi:;n 
and develop riew · ~arg'et: comriluni~ations'; . and -to produae ~ 
cur:e~t intelligen9€ on I pQ'rtuguese languC!_ge -: 
ent1t1es. . • · • 

~ ,-

I • 

•• 
Significant contributions of US~-.855 duri~g thiS. deploy-· 

. ment were: c"overage and identific:ltion of 150 ne\'! c:omni.un- · 
' ications el\tities; develooment of •10\'l lnvel Cameroon· ' 
· cmnmunic~tions; first intercept aftd identification · of Togo . 
and Ch~d. military nets; reconstruction of Portuguese·A(lgolan 
milita"ry cqmmunications; neH civil commnnications grou'Gi)s · . 
identified in Hali, Guinea and ~ongo (K) ~ andl ; I 
llsystems in use by the mili-tary in l'ortuguese C.uinea 
~ represented the only c~trent reaJable system us~d on 
communications in Portuguese Guinea. •· .. . 

. .. 
SUBSEQUENT DEPLOYHENTS TO ~·iES'l' COAST AFRICA 

On 31 Nay 19 6 6, . the USS .!.I BERTY sailed from Norfo~k · to· 
begin her third deployment to the west coast of Africa. 

·.This mis.sion, \vhich lasted .''until ·30 August 1966, \oJas <;onducted 
between Senegal anc:l Angola.: 

USN-855 was tasked with col~ecti~n of the followi~g: ; 
I P~lish 

"--:-a~n...,d;--:;E;:;-a-s7t---:::G::-e-r-m-- -a-n-s""'h-1 ... , p_p_i_n_g_;_Io;:-;:-L""C'~'";___,1-n-:t~e~r~n-:-a ......... l--..S:-:-;Ub:'f:"""-•s::-a:"'hr:-:-a-:-:r:-:a--'n African 
. communications including military, para~military: police, 
· naval, ~ivil, air internal government, etc; andL_ 
·. Portuguese African communications·. · . 

In June, the LIBERTY intercepted communications which 
contained French and Russian language messages concerning 

. the arrival and deoarture of aircraft. These messaqes re
lated to the trainlng of Senegalese pilots by Russi~n 
instructors. · 
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One additional west African collection mission was 
condu-cted during the period 01 November 1966 - 28 February 
1967. The tasking and operations area was the same 
essentially as in previous missions. 

ln January 1967, the USS LIBERTY provided in~er~ept 
which permitted NSA to not;ate the first communications ·
group of Botswana . . - Of ~ar~icular interest was the inter- 

_ cept of the Congolese civil multiplex link between 
· Kins.hasa and · Bu~avu. Although both terminals were copied, 
the _Bukavu · -term~nal was ·especially important since this 
was :the first continued intercept_ of that terminal. 

The L'IBERTY returned to Norfolk on 28 February 1967 
for upkeep. 

_FINAL DEPLOYMENT 

• 10n 3 Hay' 1967, the LIBERTY sailed from Norfolk to the . 

. ~ . ,.-

west coast of Africa. 

On 23 Mav, NSA reauested JCS authorize the diversion 
of the uss · LIBERTY from Abidjan· to an operational area off 
Port Said to proyide vital SIGINT coverage in the Mid-
East crisis are~. The diversion was approved and on 01 Ju;e 
.the ship sailed for Rpta, Spain \•!here linguists and tech
nical support were embarked . 

· _On 2 June, the _ LIBERTY departed Rota for her operation 
area off -Egypt. On · 7 ,Tune her operation area ~vas moved 
wesb1ard to maintain cove-rage of the UAR target entities 
(about .6.8 NH northeast of Port Said.) The same day ·, JCS 
initiated a message increasing the CPA to the UAR from 20 
NM to 100 NM due to the allegations by the Arabs that_ the 
U.S. had participated in Israeli air strikes. As ·was lat~r 
p~oven, the LIB~RTY did not receive the order to move. 

On 8 ~une, the ship \-las attacked by Israeli topedo boats 
and fighter jets. Serious damage was sustained by the ship 
and casuc?-li ties were high. The ship \•las subsequently tmved 
to Malta to undergo temporary repairs and later to ±he U ; S~ 

·where she remained out of commission until the end_ of the . 
shi~borne collection program. (SEE"Report to the Director · 

. NSA- USS LIBERTY (USN-855) 23 Hay- 8 June 1967) ." 
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.USNS VALDEZ . (USN-851) 

. In :esponse to growing concern about the African .con
tinent l.n early 1961 by the State Department, DOD, ancf' CIA, ~.

:NSA·drafted ·plans for 1 and requested th~t, DOD ap~rove a 
seaborne ~ntercept platform that could provide the u.s • 
with a ~ollection cap.abili ty in this area. · · 

. . . 

· .!t was recommended · that the shlp be provided by MSTS 
· and the SIGINT ~paces be manned by NSG personnel; · The. 
request was approved in OSD memorandum for DIRNSA on 12 July 

. \ . 
1961. A crash . program for conversion . (Project HOBBYHORSE) 
was begun and the VALDEZ became ope~ational on 15 November 
1961 at a cost of 3.3 million dollars. 

INITIAL 'ASSIGNMENT .; 

The USNS VALDEZ's initial primary .mission was: ~To 
. develop and ·exploit internal communications of Sub-Saharan 

.:. · ·:Afri.ca" 1 and secondary mission: . "To supplement :the moni torirtg 
· of soviet ESV ac.tivity in the South .Atlantic as may be . · 

· · prac:ticable . . •• · · 

The VALDEZ's first deployment ··to Af:r:ica .w·as interupted 
· befo~e it· beg~n. The presence of Soviet Space Event Support 
Ships (SSESS) in the Gulf of Guinea area for the Soviet Mars · 

. probes of Octover 1960 and ESV shots in December 1 plu's the 
- .. ~ctivity of similar shipi in the Mid-Pacific in 1961, gen

erated data collection requirements for NSA. It became 
necess~ry to provide a continuous capability to monitor 
Soviet ESV/space/.SSESS activity and the USNS VALDEZ was . 
chosen tq provide this coverage off the·west coast of. Africa 
until she could be relieved. Approximately two months were 
Spent on this secondary missipn before the ship was replaced 
on 28 January 1962. 

During these . two months, no events occured. However, 
during the period 7-12 December (a probable unsuccessful 

. attempt· to launch an ESV accured an 1 1 Qecemherl the IISNS 
VALDEZ collected I ... 

. .I I . L----.. --•• -••• ~ • .....----------' 

. . . . . . 
~he ship then qperated successively off the west coast 

·· of Alrica betw~an"February 1962 and August 1964 in ·the 
cortespo~~in~"phases (see pages 68-70 ). . . .. ,. . . . . . 

·PL 86-36/50 USC 360 5 
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EXTENSION OF THE USNS VALDEZ 
. 

The USNS VALDEZ was originally slated to be phased out 
in -1964. As the time for inactivation ."approached, and or 

pro~pect of losing the ship became more apparent, strong 
voices were heard in favor of extendi~ the ship. The ·. 
basic rationale for the proposal was cts follows: TRSs 2 

, and 3 which were programmed for commi~sioning by the 'end · 
of :calendar ye~r 1963 would · not ·becom.~ operationally 
available until late'FY64. At that · i!ime, the VALDEZ, MULLER . 
and. ROBIN?ON were due for deactivati~n; thi,s lef-t: only 
3 TRSs to be applied. to all existing· requirements. ' . TRSs 
4 and 5, prograi11Itled ·for December 19 6"4 .. would not be opera
tippally available until mid-1965, be~ides, it was believed 
tha.t a major change was taking place in the African cover 
rea.uirements . and that ·a ship was ne"eded on each coast 

· simultaneously to cover periodic· s@viet space shots which 
· NSA was committed to cover. If thJ= ship was exten.ded after 
· 1 May 1964, it could produce a muoh rnor: satisfactory 
coverage situation ·during the next: two years. 

In Noveinber 1963, ADN, in· a · memoran:lurn to the Director, 
. suggested that NSA continue to p~y for . -:J.nd operate the 
VALDEZ at least until the Navy had 5 AG'rRs . operationaL 

. 
On February 16, _ 1963, DIRNSA decided to program for the 

extension of the VALDEZ. This j:-equired reprogramming action · 
since the _ money for the ship's ~perations in 1965 had been 
reallocated for other uses. • 

· The ship's firs.t .deployment off the east coast of 
Afr~ca {February. 1964 - Februfry 1965), was for ,the purpose 
of con(jucting a directed search of the communications 
environment of Angola and Mo~·arnbique '· to re-establish 
known internal networks and 
to 'isolate and identify new target ent1t1es using known 

_systems. Further, to assist in the complilation/mainten
. ance of a SIGINT data base for the following countries: 
··Republic of South Africa, Malagasy Republic, Botstvana, 
·. Lethoso, St.vaziland, Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, and ·Somali 

Republic, collecting information relative to the mi-litary/~ 
paramilitary forces,· communist/ultrq.-leftist activity, 
anti-U.S. and anti-Western activity, security/counter
intellignece activity~ subversive and dissident activity, 
an~ any development affecting internal government stability1 
inc1uding coup attem9ts and changes in key government 
personnel. 

67'· 
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PHASE DEFINITIONS 
. . 

Phases of operation \vere established to divide 
Sub-Saharan · Africa targets into geoqra!)hic/poli tical ~-.-; 
_groups, and to simplify and clarify tasking. Although 

. specific geographic points have been designated as 
_the beginning and end . of each phase, pratical consider
ations . require that during phase transitions, the inter
cept platform . blend .category alfa assignments of the tvlO 
phases and employ category Charlie positions against 
the most hearable/producti ve targets~ , 

··. . . . . . I . . . . . 

. · Additional phases were established for one-time 
yariations in tasking and were designated as sub-phases 
of the e:J:eis:ting .r;:>hases · (e.g. · .. Pha·se on~ alfa) . · 

Permanent Phases: 

PHASE ONE 13ett..v~en Norfolk, Va. and Sub-Saharan Afrfca 

PHASE T\•10 - Co as ::.al between the Canacy Islands and Dakar, 
Senegal 

. PHASE THREE Co.:1stal between Dakar and Cape Palmas, . 
.Li -)eria 

PHASE FOUR ..;.. Coastal between Cape Palrnas and Porto Novo, 
. Dahomey 

·. PHASE FIVE - Coastal bet\veen Porto Novo and 02 degrees North 

PHASE SIX - Coastal bet\oleen 02 degrees North and the Congo · 
River · 

PHASE SEVEN ._ Coastal between the Congo River and 17 degrees 
South 

~.,-

. PHASE EIGHT - Coastal between 17 degrees . south and 20 degrees · 
East 

PHASE NINE Coas·tal between 20 degrees East and Lourenco -
Marques 

.. PHASE TEN - Coastal between Lourenco Marques and 1.1 degrees 
South 

PHASE ELEVEN - Coastal between 11 degrees South and the 
equator 

.. 69 . 
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A'fter i:m·nual over_haul in Capetown, South Africa 

(24; Ja~uary · - 26 February 1964) the ship deployed to 
botJl, coasts operating as far north as Dakar, Senega:J...__,.., 
·on · the W.est and .Hombasa, Kenya on the east (Fe~r:-uary· 
196 ~4 - F~.bruary 1965). 

· By th.L.s .time, the primary mission of the VALDEZ 
ha~· become ·pne of maintaining the : data base compiled 
d.urlng her l:'revious cruises. Evaluation ·of this east 
coast deploymerit indicated that during this period; 
tra:ffic VOlume· \was 

0 
.high and quality Of intercept WaE! 

good. ·The contribution of the VALDEZ was excellent 
particularily on indicat.ions of South Africa/Rhodesian 
relations; back~round on South African internal/defense 
aff~irs; int&lli9nece on the military ·ahd police forces 
of Southern Sorrial•ia (difficult to obtain from other 
sources); first ihterceot of PO civil authorities commun
ications in Hozarnb1.que; ·first adequat~ coverage of voice 
nets which facilitated analysis and compromise of new 

· -mi1.i tary routing indticators; ·. and su~ccessful telemetry 
·· int:ercept$ on .8 Sovi~.t ESV events. 

. , On 25 ·october 1965·, :the shlp was diverted to the \vest 
coa:st of Africa -where sbe ·operated until 15 December 1965 ~ 
USN~851 was the sole source of intercept of South African 

· comrrmnications during the latter half of 1965. From this 
intercept intelligence wa~ obtained on South Africa's . 
p6sture following the unil1teral declaration of indepen~ 
dence by .Rhodesia, ·. internak guerrilla operations and the 
fir:st cm-1INT evidence of -aii:. activit in the Ca ri vi Strio. 

Con~go (L) communications conta1ne 
on the coup d'etat which occured 24-25 

. From 27 December 1965 until 24 Hay 1966, the VALDEZ 
ope;rated pff the east coast of Africa between Capetat'ln, _. 
South Africa and Somalia. The ship then returned to· 
Capetown for overhaul· 24 May - 19 June 1966. During this 
east African cruise, USN-851 continued to be a primary · 
source of intercept from much of the African contin·e-nt. 

0 • 
0 

Sionificant contributions were as follows: USN-851 
· confir~ed interc~~t of the firsi radioprinter activity 
· noted in Ethiopia; military communications. Intercept of 
sonialian intern~l targets provided very useful intell
igence on military and police forces and possible Russian 
conlmunicatioris in Somalia evidenced by intercept of a ·. 
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I I USN-85l's 
excellent coverage of South Afr1can targe~s a1ded TEXTA . 
con.tinuity, expanded the airfield location indicator list . · 
ing··, provided OB data and detected a probable radar salibra- .,,- · 
tio-n exercise by an unidentified South Africa,"'\ ship and . 
Da~ota transoort-tvoe airbraft. 

4 . - ~ • 

. Upon .completion ·of overhaul 24 . May 1966, the USNS VALDEZ 
returned to the east coast where · she continued operations 
until 10 Octobe1r 19.66. · The ship operated from Capetmm as far 
as Aden. I · 

,• ·i. .. \ 

On 20 October, the· ship deployed to the \vest ·coast from 
. Capetown, South Africa and operated between Lunada, Angola, 
and Durban, South Afric~ until F-ebruary 1966. The ship 
then covered the east coast until 24 ~lay 1966 \vhen she 
arrived in Capetown for overhaul. · 

.· ·on 20 J ·une . 19 66 , · The USNS VALDEZ completed ·overhaul · and 
::deploy~d to the east coast where she operated until 19 
·october 1966. On 20 October the ship shifted to the west 
coast to opera t ·= bet\veen ~val vis Bay and Luanda, Angola until 
December 1966. · 

The VALDEZ deployed ·once again to east coast on 3 Jan
. uary 1967 and remained there until 8 April when she began 

her transit' throuoh the Suez Canal to the Nediterranean 
erirout~ CONUS. ~ . 

VALDEZ REHABILITATION PLANNING 

The VALDEZ,·. coinrnis.sioned in 19 67 to_ meet' temporary 
collection reauirernents in Sub-Saharan Africa, had been 
programmed since 1964 on a year-to-year basis until 1967 • . 
She had been operated exclusively from foreign ports since 
1961 and because overhaul had routinely been accomplished 
in Capetown, she .had been virtually inaccessible for modifie~ 

.· ation and updating of the research department facilities 
and electonic installations. In 1967, the ship \'las pro-

. · gr~rnmed for overhaul prior to July 1967. 
-·· -

. Discussions · between NSA and USN-851 personnel took 
place aboard the USNS VALDEZ in Mo~basa,.Kenya (23 February-
2 March 1967). The .·purpose of the meeting was to determine 
fOrthcoming overhaul requirements for the USNS VALDEZ, and 
to determine feasibility of reconfiguring the MILDEPT living 
a~d operitional spaces. Specific areas of concern were 
identifi-ed including the folloHing: 

. . 72 
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Some SIGINT positions were not configured IAW 
OPINS 20/T-1037. -

. The ship needed updated transmi tter/antenncr·.-, · ,.-
•• ins 'tallations. 

I • 

• The enlisted men's berthing was c~owded and did 
. not · conform to minimum Navy habi tability standards as 
prescribed bv OPNAV Instructions 9330.-SA. . - I . 

• 7'here \were .no -qualified operators/mainten~nce 
personnel tci op'erate . the vtLR-1.~ 

. . . . . . 

·~ The existin~ layout of the o~erations spaces was 
poor. . .. .. 

. In March 1967, ·in a message to C011STS, DIRNSA proposed 
the USNS VALDEZ be returned to CONUS for its annual over

· haul in ordet to accomplish the numerou~ modifications~ 
_ Subsequent . di~pussions resulted in agre~ment on the pro-· 
posal and ·in Jtme $135K of FY67 funds w.1s fonvarded to 
COHSTS to cover".the costs of overhaul a:td rehabilitation. 

MEDITERRANEAN OPEPhTIONS . 
In response to "a request from G Group, DIR.t.'lSA proposed 

a schedule to CINCLA}IT that would sail the USNS VALDEZ 
· through the Mediterra~ean on h~r return to the u.s. for 
overhaul and rehabilit~tion. The purpose of the Mediter~ 
ranean mission was to develop a broader technical base 
against UHF/VHF . targets "in the Middle East and North 
Africa and to exoloit communications associated with 

I 
Due to the large amount of VHF R/T tasking .to be levied 

. it -was necessary to install 3 additional VHF R/T positions 
. on the VALDEZ._ The installation was accomplished in 
·· Massawa, Ethiopia just prior to the ship's departure for 
· the Mediterranean. Additional personnel, also required 
to man the positions, were provided by NAVSECGRU. 

The cruise was divided into 5 phases; each phase was 
tr~a~ed as a separate interce~t operation. The phases 
were broken down as follows: 

.· ,. 
· ······-· . 

Phase one: Betveen Latakia and Port Said 

Phase two: Between Port Said and Latakia and 
return 

' '• 
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. . . . . 

Beb~~e.~:Port Sa~ anc;l a point 
North"Qf Galite:Island . . . . . 

Phase four: Be~tve~·n oGalite I~land and~Bougie ~·-
area ·: : . . . . . . . ... 

· Phase five: &oug±~ 4rea to ~an 

· On 21 April, · after 
the ship commen1~ed her 
was target·ed primaril 

. . . . . 
a delay;fn ~ort Saia·for repairs, 
Me~~te~rpne~~~~~~~~--~·e ship 
aga1nst ~AR, . illicit, 

.. 
On 23 May, approxunately cme JUonth lat~r; the USNS 

VALDEZ concluded her ~perations apd departe_d the ~1edi terrane an 
enroute Ne\'i York. The ship a-rrived in New: York .on 13 June 
19 6 7 ~ ·. . . . • . . . . . 

: ·\sign-ificant co·I\.tribution.s provided by :usN-:851, during 
Mediterranean ope~~tions, wdr~ as follows~ · Voice · ·. · · 
representing ini t;1al intercept o~ I I communic-

-ations \vas · obtai~ed; . an extremely high level of UAR VHF 
· intercept was ob:taineo containing items considered signific..., 
ant due to the· .uniqueness of act;ivity or frequency, e.g., 
.the first VHF intercept i~ the Yemen since 1964, first HF 
voice communic"ations heanol from· a new UAR radar site in 
the Yemen, a:qtl utilizatio]l of a: un{que VH.P frequency by 
UAR · naval ent.i ties; inter-cept o:f HP voice ship/shore 
communications in the Gu!f of ooaba was the first known 
intercept Q"f I I from this area; in · 

'----::-----:----:--~1 J.ntercept a.Lso contJ.rrne<l tne J.ocatJ.on o:r: a 
radar installation in · the vicinity of Al-Basit, Syr~a, 
report_ed _previously only in collateral references. 

·usNS VALDEZ REHABILITATION 

Betv1een 14 June - 11 September 1967 ·, the USNS VALDEZ 
. underwent rehabilitation, upkeep and refresher training. 
·Included in the yard projects were: rehabilitation of 
enlisted men's living spaces including air-conditioning; 
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insi~ll~1::.ion of half deck in *2 hold ·above existing 
third.dec~·~ILDEPT office spaces; air-conditioning of 

.MILDEPT main-t.enance area and administration !:?Paces; · 
and! paintin·g df ·the ·exterior of the ship • . 

• • • • ~-7;. ~.,. -

REDEPLOYMENT TO AP~ICA ' . . 
· The USNS VALDEZ ~eparted for the west coast of. Africa 

on 18 Septe~e.r after. te~t and .training exercises. From 
7 October - 1. pecember 19"6.7, the ship operated off the ' 
wesit co_ast of.Africa betweeh• Monrovia, Liberia and 
Luanda, Angola~. The ship was·~argeted against Polish/ 
.East German/Cub?p shipping 1 Dal-romey, Nigeria 1 French 
Sub-Saharan, Guinea, · Ghana, Gambia 1 Ivorv Coast, Liberia, 
Mal i~ · Nauri tania, ·.Niger 1 Portuguese. Guinea, Senegal, 
Sierra .Lec;me, Togo;. Upper Volta, · rLC·~nd NMSD communi-
cations.. • ~ · . 

. . 
On 1 pecember 19~7, the s~ip shifted·t~ operations 

off the east coast and·.remained until May 17" .when she 
once· again moved to the~~est coas":. · While on •t.he east 
coast, the ship was targe~ed pri marily agai9st South 
Africa, Tan zan \."a 1 Zambia 1 .Kenya, Mozambique L 
co!Th-nunications .. In addition, USN-851 was chL.a_r_g_e-::;d~\., ..... i--:t•h--' 
collectio.n of conununication~ from .CHICOH merchant ships 
ope·ratirig in the Indian· Ocean_. 

. In May 1968, the ship ret~rned to the west coast 
. ·whe·re she. operated until 18 . December 1968 when she set 
sail for New York for overhaul. • · · . . . . 

In Harch 196 8, NAVSECGRU and ·~nR..'lSA concluded that 
the shio should be returned to ·coNVS for he~ next over
haul. Closure of South African port·~ to ll;merican · vessels 
· (see Section V) had effectively elimi~ated the ·only 
ports capablH of handling m~jor repairs and 01.:.tfitting • . 
The ship 1.<1as returned in September to a-=complish the . · 
reinstallation of the communications sui't IAW red/black 

· crite~ia and installation of crypto gear ;.installation 
·of · A.!.'l/SRC-33 TRSSCOMN communications ·facil'.i.tY 1 reballast 

. ·of 'the ship and mechanical overhaul. 

USNS VALDEZ OVERHAUL 1968-1969 

In August 1968, JCS reiterated the high p~iority 
of ~ntelligence associated with the Soviet effoit to 
launch a .circumlunar .vehicle which they planned to 
recover or commence recovery in the Indian Ocean, ·and 

. rec:ommended ·a TRS be used in support of these I I . 
operati~ns off east coast Africa (Ref section 5, p. 121) . 
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The USNS VALDEZ, then commencing overhaul in the 
U.S., was examined as· to · its capability to provide this 

. support. 

The system capability of USN-851 was not ad~quate to 
conduct collection against the Soviet .missile problem. 
A stucdy was conducted by NSA/NSG to determine the minimum 
acceptihle system that would be n~cessary to provide this 
support. \ · 

I 

In October h9 G8, the minimum systein .cap?bili ty was 
establish~d ·~hi~h . included antennas, teceivers, fe~order/ 
reproducer, ·timing system, and auxiliary equipme.nt and . a 
phased course of . action to provide this capability in the 
shortest time possible was provided by NAVSHIPS. In 
order to maintain the ·VALDEZ's departure date, it would have 
been necessary to accomplish some installation \·lhile the 
ship was underway and while in port in .Africa. . t,, . 

An on-going study of the . system installation was 
finally concluded in January .1969 when OIRNSA, after 
extensive re-examination of the proposal to employ the 
VALDEZ as an Indian Ocean telemetry collection platform 
determined it was not feasible~ Speed limitation would 
prohibit the rapid d~ployment to the de~ired target area 
in ·the Indian Ocean and \'lOUld restrict the normal east 
Afr.'ic.an coastal operations ·during pre-space vehicle launch/ 
recovery period~ if the ship had to ~emain within realistic 
distances· of :the optimum Indian Ocean collection positions. 
The, requirement for finding and installing a telementry 

. ~aq~age was resc~nded. 

During the ship's overhaul period, a TRSSCO~lli AN/SRC- 33 
system· was installed. It was hoped that this additional 
equipment would provide the ship witb a more reliable . 
communications capability. The USNS VALDEZ, in the past, 
had experienced chronic communications problems especially 
·while operating 'in the Gulf of Guin~a. · 

From the time installation of· the system was completed, 
problems with the equipment began primarily involving the ~ 
an~enna and its controls. The ship, originally scheduled 
to depart for Africa on 11 December 1968 postponed sailing 
until January 23, 1969, due to recurring problems involving 
the installation and testing of the new TRSSCOMM. 

Dur{ng its remaining days in the U.S., the ship received · 
scuttle/destruct devices and conducted w~lk through drills ~ 

.· 
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The VALDEZ finally departed for east coast. Africa 
on ?.3 January 1969. At the .same time, a high priority 
requirement aro.se for . collection against Guyana for at 
least 3 days. The ship sailed to the 'Caribbean, sto~ped in 

_Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico to debark technical repre-
·•· senta~ives and continued on to operate off Guyana, Suri- · 
namj French Guiana and Brazil\ . After . a .4 day port call 
in ~ecife, Brazil, the ship sailed for Africa • . 

I • . i . 
REDEPLOYHENT. TO, l'lEST COAST AFRICA . 

. ! .. 

. . . \ . . . . 
During . the USNS VALDEZ's port call in Recife, G 

· Group requested the ship be transferred to operate off 
. the west co~st of Africa instead of the ea~t coast. The 
fact that the requirement for the VALDEZ to satisfy tele.:. 
metty collection reauirements off east coast Africa had 
been dropped and th~t there had been no _comprehensive 
cov~rage of west coast Africa for an extended period of 
time was the rationale behind the change. The proposal 
was · fon.;arded to JCS, and subsequently approved. The 

··ship then sailed to lJonrovia, . ·Liberia to commence opera-
tions which would continue until 27 August 1969. · 

. . 
Because of the 100 NN . CPA to Nigeria the operating 

area ·for the shi~ wai north and south of the restricted 
. area. The primary operating area was beb1een the Congo 
River and 10 degrees South. 

. USN-8Sl · was di~e~ted primarily at the d~velopment of 
Portuguese/Angolan ·internal co~munication of the following 
types: state security, _ guerrilla, military and joint armed 
:forces. . . . :'..·;;. .:. ·-· 

As an integral pa~t of these SIGINT operations nff 
the coast of Angola,USN-851 translated Portuguese/Angolan · 
plaintext and low level cipher. Portuguese collection 
included SIGINT information on the following: Portuguese 
military,· paramilitary, political and economic activity; 
insurgent, subversive. and counter-subversive activity; 
non-routine activity, alerts, operations or operational · 
plans; a~y mention of acquisition of or training i~ .the us~ 
·of pew types of military equipment; activity reflecting . 
the deployment of military ·or paramilitary forces; activity 

. which indicated Portuguese military; political or economic 
relations with other African countries; activities of 
Tanzania, Congo (K), Zambia, Communist China or Cuba in 
supporting Nationalist organizations · seeking to subvert 
Portugue-se governmental rule. 

"77 



EO 3. 3b (3) ··-- ·- '=-··· .. . .. . 
PL 86- 36/50 USC 3605 

., . 
.. . . . . , .. . .. 

' .. 
•. 
·. . . . . .. . 
Th~·PSNS VALDEZ "wa~ tasked secondly with the collection 

. ~-· '~ ~·~· ~~~~' .. - . ~ .... -::-o-.:---:------=-~.....,..------~1 of tne Angolan vHF.' frequency 
• division multiplex sy_stem for collection \vhile in port 
:·Luanda . . 

i 
· · In April, tl)e ship experienced failure of transmitters 
. whi:ch required 26 days in port I-1onrovia, Liberia to correct. 
· At the same time, TRSSCOl·iM system developed problems. 

· Cor·rection of these problems was hamoered bv excessive heat 
.in the equipment bays. It was necessary to- send a tech-

. ·. nic:i,an and oarts .from the U.S. to l1onrovia to accomplish· 

. repairs. · · .. : · 

·On 6 June, the ship suffered a main engine disablement 
whic~ left it dead in th~ water off Luanda. The shi~ was 

· . tow:ed to port \vhere repairs were completed on 14 ·June. · 

On 13 August, CNO \'ri thheld the obligational authority 
· to · .cover the operations of VALDEz ·and NOLLER beyond 1 Octo
:. ber 19 69 (ref Section ·6) • . . COHNAVSECGRU recor:unended the 
: iwmedi ate· ret urn .of the VALDEZ' to the . U. ~ . and CINCLP..J.~T, 
• on COMSTS' estimate that 60 davs would be necessarv to 
: . ?:ea,ctiv.ate the ship, ord<:red her return on 23 Augu~t. · .. 
• 'l'he US.NS VALDEZ, in port Hcmrovia for routine .Port call, 
· rec·eived orderes to sail to Norfolk, Va. on completion of 
:: the in port peiiqd. The ship departed on 27 August and 
: arrived in Norfolk . on 18 September to commence deacti.vation. 
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USNS HULLER . (USN-856) 

~·. . In early 1962, the Secretary of Defense directed 
..• · NSA to establish a S IGINT . collection capability in ~he 
:: •• vicinity of Havana, Cuba. In response to the DOD 
·· • di~rective, and to determine the resources this would. 
:·. ·.require, DI.Rl.'JSA ·developed a two-phased program for sub-

.·:: rni:ssion to the Assistant Secretary ·of .Defense and arranged 
... tor the charte.r and conversion of a ship through the 
• •. ~ilitary Sea Transpo'rtation service (MSTS). 
• • • t ! . . 
• • • r • • \ . . - . . : . • 
· : ~ In August 1962, 'COHSTS advised that the ·usNS HULLER 
: ·had been . selected for reoutfi tting and by . September I 7 al-

ketation prpcedures had begun. . .· 

• I o 

. . • 1 On 23 April 1963, the USNS HULLER T-AG-169 left 
· · H.igg"~ns Shipyard near New Orleans for Key Nest and on 

· 3D1 Aliril the shi 
L..:-::~:--:;:A::--::----:--~:---=---.----~ began operation~.; off Havana w~th 
· us;N-8S6 embarked. . 

• 
·. · · ~ . · Tt}.e USNS HULLER operated solely o::f the Cuban coast 
f~om April 1963 until October 1969. H~r deployments 
nonnally lasted 10-11 months .\·lith an ar.hual one month · 
ov~rhaul during the summer months' when she \vas relieved 
by "the tfss GEORGETO\vN (USN-852). Her home port \,,as Port 
EV:erglades, Florida and it was here she returned for 
fi1v~ days. after every btenty,....fi ve days at sea Sec. 5, 
p •1 103) • •• The ship operated in an area sub-:;divided 
into". 5 blocks, six . to ten miles off the coast ·of. Havana 
(~ee·pages:so~al) • . . . . 

'The mission of the USNS HULLER as it evolved over her 
six years of. operations was as follm!s: collection of 
HF/VHF communications and communications sy£te~s in the 
Havana area which have inherent line-of-sight range limi-

. ta:tion:s and :p"articipation in the Cinclant Advisory \varning 
. Plan f{)r AirbQrne reconnaissance flights. The majority of 
·. the Cu an taskin ne~ to USN-856 was the collection 

of the 
and associated ·VHF feeders. Pri-

~m-a-:r-y---e-m-p~l~1-a~s~~-s--~~s~~p~l~a-c~e~a~·~on the collection of military, 
military air fo~ce, econo~ic, state security, civil 
ai:r, air defense·: · clandestine, joint. air force, naval 
sh.ippingr _ l':i vil conununications. USN-
856 Is t.a~klfig ar 6 Iile!Uttf:d targetting against Cuba 1 S 

E~INT emitters associated with early warning, height 
. fihder,-fir~ con~rol, surface s~arch, missile control, 
IF:F, data transmissions, direction finding and air traffic 
control. · 

I ' 
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USNS MULLER OPERATION AREA COORDINATES 

COORDINATES --~: NORTHERN SOUTHERN COORDINATES 

231:9 30N 830230\'1 239645N 830030~'1 

232240N . 825450\V 230945N 825008\~ . 

' i 

232'552N 824450W. 231045N 824915N 
I 

232:853N 8234.15~ 231047N 82390mv 

233154N 822340~\' 231350N 822855W 
' 

. 233~00N . 821320\~- 231657N 821828N 

232005N 820807W 

: The area is subdivided into five blocks. Block . 
numbers . run· from East to . West nuffibered one through five • 
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FI~ST DEPLOYMENT APRIL 1963 - APRIL 1964 
' 
· Because. of 'the high priority of the Cuban requi~.e,- . . 

. me~ts in 1962, the uss OXFORD had been diverted to ~onduct 
opY.rations in the Cuban area pending the final acquistion 
of an MSTS ship. ~'l'hen the work of ·converting the HULLER 
was delayed beyond schedue, the OXFORD had to depart the 
Cuban waters for shipyard overhau_l. In the interim, the· 
-USS TANNER was. assigned to cover the area until relieved 
. by the. HULLER. \\ · In A:pri 1 19 6 3 :the USNS MULLER commenced · 
operat1ons. · · . . . · . · · .. . . . . . . . . 

Du~ing this · first deployment, US.N-"856 ·intercepted .' 
considerable Microwave and VHF targets which were almost, 
without exceptj,on, unattainable froin any land-based sites .. . 
Almost all inte'lligence on Cuba's western Army ·provided · 
through COl-liNT was produced through the intercept of the 

·vHF multichannel communications.· 
. I 

On ·21 April 1964 the ship sailed to Tampa, Florida 
to undergo its first ·annual ove~haul. 

. . 
. SECOND DEPLOYZ.1ENT MAY 1964 - .APRIL 1965 · 

·· On 19 Hay the HULLER sailed from thf.! shipyards to 
resume her normal mission off the Cuban coast. · 

During this deployment, USN-856 provided almost all 
intelligence on Cuba's western Arny, on the det?artrnent 
of public order, on . ship/ship and ship/shore activities 
in the Havana area, as well as considerable information 
on the· ~uban air defense facilities and then recently 
expanded DVPC. 

~----------------~ 
EO 3 • 3b (3 ) From a technical standpoint,· the ship's intercept 
PL 86-36/50 usc 3605 permitted the recovery of such traffic analytic i terns as 

callsigns, covernames, ~nd functional trinomes following 
m~jor changes in their usa~e. 
. . ~ . . 
THI~D DEPLOYMENT MAY 1965 ~ Z.~Y 1966 · ... . .... 

.. · · Tile USNS MULLER returned to operations on 21 Hay 1965 
when she relieved the uss GEORGETmrn in Key ~-rest. Operating 
6-10 miU!s of -the northern coast o.f Cuba, the s-hip was 
tas~ed to. intercept the Cuban ·UHF microwave and associated 

• · JWE feede:s s ina~: c:tnnel Vl!F radi;'telephone signals, I _ _ ___ HF rad~otelepnone and manual morse 
comrnun~ca 1ons. N 6 was also ' tasked with the process-

- in~ ~nd reporting of items of perishable intelligence pass
ed by any of the Cuban military or paramilitary on these 

.communications · facilities. ·· · 
' 

. 82 



: . . 
·' 

EO 3 . 3b (3) 
PL 86-36/ 50 USC 3605 

·. 

: During - this deployrne~t, USN-856 provided a large 
amount of intelligence on the Cuban western and central 
armles, Cuban navy ship/ship and ship/shore activiti~~ 
in·the Havana area, as well as considerable information 
on the Cu}Jan air and air defense facilities. In addition, · 

~,- · 

. . . 

-unique radar signals were obtained from the Havana area, 
including S-band, Fan Song, Low Sieve, Shee-t Bend, Pork 
Tro~gh, AA Fire Control and cruis~-missile-associated 
emitters in th~ Havana province. 

. . l . . . 

. . 

. . 

. :. USN-856 .a~se parti~ipat~d in the ~INCLAl.'l~ .Caribbean 
. Adv~sory Warn1ng Pl~n 1n wh1ch the sb1p provided near 
real-time repo.rting in support of u.s. · Reconnaissance 
missions flO\·m ove.r and around Cuba. Reflections of 
high-altitude u~2 flight~, as well as tactical aircra~t 
pre-:-flight information e-ssential' to r-econnaissance plan
ning ~urposes were provided . 

-· . · FOU.RTH DEPLOYMENT JUNE 1966 - J.'oiAY ·1967 

On 29 June .1966, the USNS HULLER; or1 completion of 
dry~ock and overhaul ·in New York, relieved the USS GEORGE

. . TONN at Key \vest and . resumed her Cuban mission. :1 

' During this deployment 'the HULLER cc-ntinued to be the 
· maih source of microwave COMINT. Contributions by USN-856 
: included: information on organization structure of high 
• lev~l command echelons in Cuba; information on _ Cuban 
: cryptosystems, troop movements, exercises, personalities, 
·and militarv aircraft; initial identification of the "PU-21" 
;as a launchlng mech~nism of a rocket carried b Mi 17 
·aircraft~ collection of a 

1s r1c 
that Santa Clara airbase re

nine . Mig 17 and five Hig ·15 airc-raft from the 
Soviet Uniop; · information relating to Cuban reactio'n to 
the abortive GLASS LAMP reconnaissance mission on 30 Novem
ber.which deviated from its track and ultimately crashed 
in Bqlivia; and information pertaining to the new location 
of Cuban cruise missile headquarters at Mariel. 

Mul~er Generator Casualty 

On 11 July, the USNS HULLER, having just completed 
overhaul, reported failure of 2 generators. CONSTSLANT 
directed the ship to remain far enough from _ the , coast to 
pre~lude drifting into Cuban territorial waters r before a 
tow could be arranged. 

.... . 
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While awaiting tow, the ship established a pattern 
of d~ifting for approximately eight hours while all power 
was s lhifted to the Research Operations spaces, · and then 

· returning to its o.riginal position by shift'ing all ship's 
powe~ back ~o its· engines. Eventually the SIGINT mis§Ibn 

. was ~erminated due to the u~reliable power source and 'the 
non-li:earabili ty of most ·targets • 

. ·:The following day', the USS EATON took the MULLER · in 
tow . t,o Key· West 'y.rhere repairs were completed on 29 July. . . . l . . . 
Unde:n'later Hull . :J:nspe·ction- -

.In July 19 66 ~ DIRNSA, under the recommendation of the ' 
COMI.LDEPT (USN-856) r 'equested COMSTSLANT initiate hull 
inspe:ctions prior to departure from each port to check for 
any fbreign objeqts which rni.ght ·be . attached to the ship." 

;COMSTSLANT in turn recommended that mewbers of the 
_MULLER's MILDEPT and NSG per~onnel be trained to acco~plish 
hull Jnspection ·rather than contracted ~eisonnel because 
this could offer an opportunity' to attach object~ to the 
hull as • .. tell as draw undesirable attention to the ship. 

I . , . . 

. . '"' . 
:DIRJ.'l'AVSECGRU _ objected to the use of NSA ·personnel for 

this task and ret;onunended use of shore-based military per-
sonnel. . COMSTS Port Canaveral subsequently arranged for 

. in-pO!rt -diviri.g services to accomplish hull inspection and 
- .the· l'-~ULLER was directed . to report satisfactory completion 

of the job ·in the fi:z::st SITREP following the inspection. 

FIFTH DEPLOYMENT JUNE 1967-JUNE 1968 

:On 2 2 June, the USNS NULLER relieved the USS · GEORGE
. TOWN ·at Key ~v.est and resumed her normal Cuban collection 
operations. • 

Presidential Flight - On 7 April 1967, DIRNSA advised USN-856 
· of the proposed flight plan of the Presidential plane 
whic~ would convey the Chief Executive to and from the 
Hemispheric Summit Conference in Punta del Este; Uruguay 
13-:-.14, April and requested that USN-856 advise of an.y ~ -
refle;ctions of Cuban reac"tion to the flight and report 
any m.overnent of Cuban Hig 21/19 aircraft into eastern Cuba. 

The following day, special tasking ~hich placed emphasis 
on de,signated targets which >-lere most likely to reflect · 

·.Cuban. knowledge of or reaction to President Johnson's trip 
and modifications were made to the CINCLANT Advisory Warning 
Pland'. (CLA~vP) to include \varning of any hostile intent by 
Cuban~ fighter aircraft tm.,rards Air Force One. 
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Soviet Space Eveq fi •-' .·:in ·~ugus t 19 67, US!i . Sr was ' directed : i 
· to search fo5 •Commun~cat~o~sJ .:; I; ·I 
I I· on. a tlrn available·= bas . oecause of ~ 
a strong poss1.b1.i~ty that the Soviet Sp·ace :~Event : Support· ·. · · ~ --- j 
Ship {SSESS) KOSHONAUT VLADJ~: :~;·::~· e:route ; Havnapa might pa_rticipate in : 11: : 
while in the area. Special. k :: ss ghed.to ·the : 
.MULLER on 7 September.. . . 

\ 
l . 

· · W;i. th tl'le prepicti'on that- a s ·oviet space -event .would .-ta~e 
place in the near future, one. possible . problem came : to . . · . 

. light:. · As long as the KOMP~Rov · remained :· stationary _ and ' ·. · · · 
· the MULLER on station, the coverage could: be : maintained. 
If h:o\orever the KOHAROV de arted for the : Caribbean we ·· · · 

One sugge~ted solution was to 
~r.;-;'~~~~~rT'T'I'..,..,:"'''!"~~r~o~m:-"1!:":!e~r~ curr.en t collection task in 0 rde r .. 
to shadmv the KONAROV until another vesseL could · relieve 
her.- 1 This poss.ibili ty ·was considered un£easible :and · · . 

·. ·. deem~d unnecessary later when the anticipated ·space .event 
did not occur. · 

J!n late Sep ~ember, arrangements were -: made . by NS.A/NSG .· 
to a'9gment USN-aS6 's colle..ction capabili tT· for : required · · 
FOB/Telemetry s.Lgnals and in early October:; . the ·equipment -: 
and requirements \vere delivered to 'the ship • . · On 6 December; . 

. special telemetry and ELINT operations · assigned .·to :USN-856 
. were suspended due to the departure of :· the: KOMAROV from · 
·Havana. However; collection requirements ·, were .reestablished .· 
seve:ral times when the KOHAROV returned : to · Havana~ 

Acti~ns .Resul tinci from the PUEBLO Incident·. - - On 23 January 
the !JSt~S HULLER was directed to depart . heL·station · and pro- · 
ceed i:rr.mediatelv to Kev lvest. to await f:Urher . orders. This ' · 

· diversion ~vas P'i:-ecipitated· by the- seizure-. of 'the : USS "PUEBLO 
and fear that the Cubans might. attempt·. to ~ emulate . the . 
. North Koreans ~-vhile the allegations about~ that : circumstance:- '-.. 
. were still unsettled.. · · 

The ship put into Por:t Everglades shortly thereafter . 
where. offloadina · of ail excess· materiaL and · document--.inven- -· · 
tory was accomplished.. The: MULLER, scheduled :· to ·sail :on :· 

.. 31 January, was repeatedly · delayed in port-:and ·'did riot. 
resume operations un.til 20 F.'ebr.uary. 

·ouring the in port per:iod·, the HULLER" was assigned · 
·destrover escort. CINCLANTFLT OPORD 2130 (USNS MULLER . 
Proti.ecti ve Ooe.ra tions) \olas- oubli.shed. This : document · es- · 
-tablished the responsibilities o f' all commands and their 
mission: " .To provide pro_tective cover for USNS MULLER 
which may conduct intelligence co+lection operations · in 
international waters. off the. coast of Cuba without unduly 

--u . - ,,- .:--..· :; 
tU.t.t· . . ., ; .. · •. •·,--· . ·"~? .. ~·· r·3-f ~ 
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~xpos1ng herself to hatra~ment, possible b~arding 1 or 
a-ttack by CUb?n forces." COHCRUDESLANT, COHSECONDFLT, 

· and CPMAS~vFORLANT were ·direc;ted· to provide destroyers!"'"._., · 
as·. sc:heduled by CINCLANTFLT. ·The USS SARSFIELD was desig
naued MULLER's initial escort • . . . . 

. . •• The MULLER was .accompanied by an escort at all times 
untiL. her ·final \recall ·in October i9 69. · The three destroyers 
assi<.:f.ned normall'y operated outboard of the NoLLER but within 
quick!· reaction r 'rnge for periods of no less than fi v,e 5Jays. 
' ,• ' •• ' • • I ' ' • ' • • 

!T~e special ·provisioning and refueling requirements 
~f the destroyers necessitated several changes to the 
schedul~ routine . the ship had previously employed (see 
Section~ 1 P• lOJ). 
. . 

. SIXTli DEP'LOYMENT AUGUST 196 8-0CTOBER 1969 

On 6 ~ugust 1968, · the USNS HULLER commenced \vhat was 
to be her last deployment. USN-856 was J~utinely assigned 

· · collection ·Qf Cuban UHF microwave, VHF m1ll tichannel, . 
I ~ VHF single channel R/T, m~nual morse, VHF/ 

UHf' mulb.channel, and periodic . coverage c·f Soviet Sput-
niks,l lcommun~cations . in the Havana 
area •. 

On 16717 ~ecernber the ship was off-station in .dry 
. dock in Tampa, •f'lorida undergoing reP.airs ·tO genera tors. 

~ In January··.l~69 the ship had installed antenna, tone 
intellignece units and a spe~ch processing unit to meet · 
the urgent reguir.gments of the CINCLANT Advisory Warning 
Plan and al jposition for internal advisory 
war,rd,.ng. 

Deactivation of .the USNS MULLER 

. In July 19 69 I CNO in response :to the proposed Navy 
FY-70 reduction in funding, recommended the immediate 
inactivation of the USNS VALDEZ and USNS MULLER. The-

. MULLER was due for her annual yard overhaul in September, 
but due to CNO's proposal to withhold obligational authority 

· to cover her operations 1 C014STS recormnended the ship be 
diverted as soon as possible to NORVA to commence stripping 
operations .• 

:on ·22 August, D!RNSA, in order to maintain ·continuity 
on CUban targets, requested the MULLER remain on station 
until a relief ship could assigned. As Navy's Project 703 
encompassed all the TRSs, no ship became available and 

··coMSTS requiring sevei.al weeks to deactivate directed the 

":' " - : 
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ship · depart station ·on ~a October: and proceed· to Norfolk. 

":J:'he ship arr:i. ved on 16 October and· removal of the · 
~ponsor' s ·equipment began immediately. . On 28 October""''· 
USN~856 wa~ deactivated. ·· 
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CHRONOLOGY. OF CRUISES- BY . SHIP-

"USS OXFORD (USN-850/AGTR-1) 

. ' 

04 January ·1962 - OS: Nay- I.9:6z. 

16 .July 1962 - \ 02 Mar.ch. I.9:6.I 
. l . 

May .19 6·3 - 9 6 September :rg·6.3: .. _ 

31 December 1963 11. June 1.:9:64-. 

19 February 1954. 

OS August 1964 - 02 oe·cembe:J::: 1.:9.6.4-
. . 

03 Fehruary 1965 - . 0"1 JUne:. 1.:9:65: 

17 June 1965. -:- JL Augus.t:- 19.'6.5: . 

25 September 1~6'5 - ll Octobe·:J:: · 1:9.65: 

· 11 November 19 65 - Iff Dacember: 1"9 65? 

· :16 February 1.9 66· as: -Nar.ch. 1:9.6.6. 

12 ~!arch : 1966 - OS _June I96'6· 

19 June -1966 - za July 1966. 

12 August L966 - 07 Septell1bex:· 1.:9 '66 ~ 

1~ September - za: October: I.9:6.6: 
. . 

0 3 November 19 66 6.: De:cembe:r 1:9:66 : 

13 December 1956 

· 23 January 1967 - ZLt Ap-ri:I 1..:9:67 

OS May 1967 - OJ July· rg57 

20 September 1967 - Z9~ November_· 1:9.6T 

12 Deceniber 19 c7 - I.5. Har:ch. 1.:9.'6 8 . 

18 April 1968 - 17 July- 19:68-

~· .. ~;, . -·-

. 

~
.Cuba s-fe.-( "'\ . . - . 

East coast · . .Sduth.-.-Anieric 
. - -/ . 

Caribbean . sre.--r . . ·_ 
Q'lest" coast). south ~ Arneric 

~~~T' . . 
(!vest coast)-.south :Arneric 

. (1_-i/l 
~East . coast:)-Afric~ 
(Subi~-~~ 

south China :Sea: 

. Bay of Bengal: 

South China ·Sea: 

Transit · to KO'us.hiung 

South China -Sea ' · 

South China ._ Sea ; 

. South China :se·a :. 

. Manila Bay . 

South China :Sea 2. 

·. South China :Sea : 

South China :-Sea : 

South China ,Sea ~ 

South China :Sea :.. 

South China :Sea-: 

South China Sea--



.-· -·. ·-------=---· _.:._ 
.. · . ..r. 

. . ~ 

.. t. 

i · 
·• ~ · . .. :1 ·. ···:··. , . •,:, 

. ·· ... ?· -_ .-:li 

·- :·· . 

. I 

I 
. .. ! 

·•' ! 
' 

'I . 

··: . 

. I 

Zff Ju:Iy· 1:9:68: - 23~ AUgust 1968 
. 

Zl .:5eptember.: 1:9.68 ' - 21 December ."19.68": 

Cr:3: :January 1:969.- -- 09 April 1969 .: 

Z4 Ap:rii. ·1:9:69: - 2'T July 19 69 . 

I.t A~g~ 1:9~69:\_'\-:- 0 3:· N~v~~~r 
DEACTIVA-TE.II 

' . . 

. '· 89 

: ~~::1:?@~ Q_ ....... ··· .:::l .tp:;=r:;)~~ ' ..: ~r- ;:::::)' --

·. 
19.69' : 

I. . ..• 

South China Sea 

So'uth China ~ea ~.,-

so·uth China Sea 

South China Sea 

So'uth China Sea 



... ... 

·. 

,·, 
· .~;;'; . 

·.·· . . \ 
. . - ~! 

. ~. -·: 
. :. ;..~ -
... '-·· 

.. · ·~ 

~~ · •• -:.j, . 

I 

.. 

- · - · ·--- ----. --.;,.,. , :.;,..:.. • .::: ... ! ·- .... :.-; ..... . .. 
<·. 

: ·t. 

US-s · GEORGETOtvN . (USN-852/AGTR-2) 

19 April 1.9"6:4-. -- Z6: May_ 1964 - Havana · :"" .... , . 

01 J~Iy· L96:4- ~ 2'6: Oc.tober __ 1964 · (Ea~!aib)~a:U.th-_ America 
_ ... p_~ · Jfin.:J?-ary ·_ ~:6:~ - ~-}D : Ha.:rc~:-: .. 1.9 6? .. : ~ .. {viest- ·coas:;;carribian/S~uth 

. . · \ · · · --America--Key. :~-es-.:t= -_ 
. - -----...... .. ........ _. ___ .. -- ... . \ .. __ .. ... . .. ... --... ·-· . .... . ___ ... _.. . .... ... .. .. ' 

· OJ Apri~ ~g6:S: - \o:s: Ma~ · l965 :, . · Havana _•. . _ 
- . .. ~- $-F.£.( \ . . • . 
2~ Jul.y I.9'6:S: ·- D : Oc±.ober: 19 65 : ast coas""t3 -so:uth-_ America· . / . 

. lS Decemhe.t· 19:6.5:. - OT ,.~arch 1966 @or'lh.e.xa-st:)so~th·_ ~erica 
I a May· 1.9 &6: - 3:0: JUne~ 1.9 .6 6 . Havana : 

. ' ·as Ju-ry- ~9.66: ~ 432 Aug~st-. 1966 · Central :Anierica:: = 

· 05- October: 1:9:6:6: - 2.I December 19666ortr. 

. ~orth 
Co-astJ Sotlth-: Amer.i ca 

I 

Off March. !.9:.67 - D : May · 196T 

~6- May- .1967 - 3D: .rune:: l9 .6T 

c~aS:t) -so.uth-_ Ameri ca 

l 
HavaHa. :. ·. 

17 October- Ig6:7 - 0 :4·~ Novernber.l967 Refresher.: :..training: GTNO 

07 November 1.9:6.7 - 2.2: N.overnber 1967 Rodman Cahal:·. :Zone-

23 . November 1.9.67 - 13:. December 19 67 Transit .to. t-1ed_ for Cyprus v ' 
crisis · 

lEX December: 1:9:6.7 - 21> : March . . 1968 M~di ter.ranean: .Ops_ 11/ . 

08 June ll6:8: - 09; A·u~ust: 1968 Havana·. ~ · · 

18 Sep.teritber: I9 .. 68: - 05: October . 1968 Caribbean : . 

. 0.5 October: I9:6.B~ ~ 2T January_ 1969 

28 .January· 19-:69:· - OT Har.ch: 19 69 . 

DEACTIVATED . 

90 : 

aast ·co·a_s t;)Africa/Indian . 
Ocean/Gay:ana-. : · -- .. _ . ·• 

South. .A thin.tic~ Bra zi 1-
Carribbean--No:rva 



· ------- -~ 

. ... 
.. ! 

. . : 

• . - -.. ~ 
.·. ·? 
- • "l' ~. 

... 
. 'I 

~-
--·. 'i 
.. I 

.• _ ·. -~ . 
~ 

'.! 

. - ~ 

··-·---~_;_ , __ 

. -
USS: JAMESTOWN - (USN:.;. 853/AGTR-3) 

-sl-..e..T 
Norfo1k-Med-Ea·s ,t -coasb · ~#

, .· Africa-Norva :. 
. ' . . .. . .· ~H'T" \ . 
14 Octohe..r 196:4.: -:-- 03: Y'ebruary_ · l96S(i4est coast; Afr'ice.:-= · · 

. . . - . . . . . . . :5 r..e.:r . . 
Z4 .rsrarch. li65 _;i 2T J:'uLy_· 1.9£5: · .. (East/West coasti "Sa."uth·_ :-. 

·· · \ · · . . America . 

. 23 O_~obe.r. ·I.9.6:!i ·- O~ _,:ranu~r;r 1966 .· Transit to· Stib.ic. :via:.].· !{<:(
Panama · Canal .and·. Pe·arL . 
Harbor 

' 
07 Jan.uary· 19.-6:6: ··- OJ.:. Ap-ri~~ 1966 :· South Ch~na Sea~ff:S.Vietnan 

22 April 1!1.6.6: - o::r Jlil.y_· 1.9£6: · South China Seer- !. 

14 ~uly ll66. - .10. S:eptember~- 1966 . . South China Sea : 
. . 

ll O.ctobe.r 1.9:66: - 23::. o:ecember:: 19 6 6 . South China ·sea :. -

31 December· 19.-6:6- - 02: February: 19 6 7 · South China. :se:ao = 

.12 Ap r.i 1 rg 6.7 - rr .T4Y. · 1.9 .6 "r South China :Sea: :. 

·o-7. ~uguS:t 1.9:67 - D: Novernber~· 1967· · south China -sea ' 

19- November- 19.:6.7 - ~0 : Yebruary 1968 South China ·sea·: 

. · 03 March._l9:6:8. - D~ JU~e.:. 1968: South ·China Sea ;. 

02 July· IS:G.'a - :ro: · SeP.tember: 19 6 8 · South _ china se·a : 

· 1.7 October: I!:r.G::S: ~ L5: J.a.nuary_ · 1969 . South China .Sea::: 

(J-7 February· 1.9.:!,1:9: - 1:T March>.19 69 : South China :Sect :. _ 

:n March. li69. - 3·o: .r-une;:- 1.9.69:: South China se:a: : 

lUI Ju.Iy .rgG:g South China :Sea::. 

DEACTIVATED: 

93..: 

1 .. . 



~-·--·--·-~ ··- ·-

l' . 't 

EO 3 . 3b (3) 
'PL 86- 36/50 USC 3605 .. . 

. . . ··: -~ 
. ~. ·/ .- ~'!i 

., • .or,;, 

. ·~ ' ··' 

.. 

. ·. USS BELMONT (USN-854/AGTR-4) 

. 
02 December. 1964- 21 December 1964 ' . 
18 .:Tanuary 1965. ""'• 01 ~1arch 1'965 

. . . .. . 
26 .April 1965-:- 16 ·July.l96s 

15. September 19\65 - 28 _J:n~ary. ll66: 

17 March 196G _\i9 Juiy 1966 
.... 

·.·. 

08 Septe~er 1966 - 14 Novemb~ 196:6 . 

02 February· 1967 08. June 1967 

15 . August 1967 03 October -1.967 · · 

04 October 1967 - 16 November 1967· 

17 November 1967 - 14 December 1967 

15 May 1968- 14 'June 1968 

· 15 June _19 6 8 2S September 1968 

26 ~eptember: 19 68 - 30 October I.96.S: 

Shakedown cruise to GTH< 

DDmini:can· Republic· 
j. · S7.€.--l · 
L We:s.:t cease; South Americ• 
. . . '51"'1' . 

. (west coa~t)south Americ• 
cza 11ay - 02~ July r--1 1 · r JL___J 

. . . -s-r«" 
~Ol:t:J;wes~ cqast) South 

Amer.LCa · 

CJ..:rcurnnavigation · 
S:·o.uth America 
· .$T.vt . : 
~e:s:t co:astJAfrica 

.· ~1.(..-T :\ 
I Eras:t coast;:_ Africa 
~ {r~· . J 

G!e:st: coas\· Africa 
t:I::ans:i:t to· CONUS 

Refreshe~ training at 
GTMO' 

<·rvr . 
('ives·t coas"t) Africa 

. . ~j/tJ 
Indian Ocear<;~vest/.) 

l We:st cease Africa . S" ,. t:....,- ' 

·. 31 October 1968 28 Novmeber li6.S: . . T:i:a:nsi.r. South Atlantic/ 
~"T'farast. coast')J3outh Arne ric' 

~bean/Norva . 

18 June 1969 30 October 19 69 Z.tadi:.ter.r.ane an . · .. -I 
DEACTIVATED 

~ ~~ r.: ikl ~* < • • • .J J .. . . . , . 
92 



•'· 
.. .. ·:' ... . :. 

·' 
•. .. 

[,tf 
·: .. . ~~ .! . 
-~· ~, ·.= ·~?J 

(' . · .... ;:~;! 
. · .. ~ . ·! 

. I 

·.~ :; 

.. 
t ' 'I 

US5 LIBERTY. (USN-·SSS/AGTR=-5) 

0 5 February ll6S: 25: F"'eb:r:.uary: 19 .65 : 

29 March 19 65 - . 2:4. Apr.iL 1:9.'6 5~ 

~s June 19 65 - Z.T ac.tobe·:r:.· 1:91i-5.: 
i 
i' 
\ 

· .OJ January- 1.966: - ZI.. Mai:ch·. 1:9:66 : 
\ 

ll ~1ay 1966 

01 November 1.9'6.6: - 28: Feb:r:.uacy · l96T 

. 0 3 May 19 67 - Z<t May· 1.:9:6T 

01 Ju:rie ~9 67 - 0:8: .rune: 1:9:67 

.· 

Bremerton - -N0-'r:folk~ ·~·-

Shakedown at -GTMO · · 
.. ~.,.a.-r . . 

(!vest coast)-Afr::l:ca.:- .to-:· · 
.. Capeton · 
~ . 

tw 5 . L" Af .. .. ~ es~ coas'l;r -n.:.ca.:- : 
Luanda ·· · 

· L ·~~~ . . 
· ~st coast)·Africa:- ' 

. 1'.. . ~·1'~ ' 
UJ'est c;p.as~ ·Afr'ica.:- : 

. . . ~~~~ 
{Fest coas) ·Af.ri:.c.a.:- : . 

Abidjan 

Mediterranean :op·s: = 
(Torpedoed 'during· Arab
Israeli cris.is. =and .:· 
subsequently~: deac.ti vate• 



.·• ,· ~· . . r-------__:..~----

·:'::i 

. . ·:·-.... 
'l'. 

' •" . .. ,~ 

. .:; . 
..... . ·t ., 

, .. . ' . ~--- ---·-· . ..:. ...... ... ~ . .... ~: ... .. .······· . . . ,\ . 

. trsNs VALDEZ' (USN;_851/T;:_1\G.;;;.-l69) . • 

December 1.9 61. -:- Fehr.uary · · 19:62~ 

February ;L9 6:2 - S'ep.ternbe.:c: Dr6 2~ ·. 

. South Atlanti.c.-.Capetown 

West 

October 1.962 \;..... March. 19 .. 63: . West 

. OS March l~o:I - )2:4 Janu.ary · 1:9:6~, · · West 
. \ . . 

. 26 Feb~uaty· . r:~Hi4 : - a<I· Auqtist: 19:64-: . ~1.e-l West 

16 August 19 6 4 - , I a · F"ebrua:cy · DJ6 s: 
• • • I ; • • • • 

21 March 1.965 - za Octoher· 19:65: 

· 26 October 1.965 - r.s: IJe:cerobe:r::- 19.'65: 

·27 December 1965 ··- Z4: May· 1.:9.66; 
. . 

2l . Jurie 196:6- I.a crctobe.:r: 19:66 ~ 

20 October 19 6Ei - ll IJe:cembe.r: Dr6 6: 

03 January 1.967 - _3:0: · .Hco:.ch· I9.'6T 

09 1\.pril .19 6.1 

21 Ap:r;il · ·19 61 

1.6: AQ:r.il 1.:9:6-T 

ZZ May· I9:6.T 

East coast ·Afi±ca: ~ 

East coast -Af:ri:.ca: :: 

\west coast -Africa: ' 

J East coast ·Afri.ca.: : 

( East ·coast -Afz:ica:::. 

~est coast ·Afri:.ca::: 

't East coast!-Afri:.ca::: 

R-ed Sea--suez. :CcfuaL : 

Mediterranean -

l ·S December 1.961 - !.6: May 1.:968: 

17 May 19 68 - ZS: Auqus;t 19:6 8: 

· · · ·. /E~st )trica ~ · · 
-- ~~: . 

· · Qtest coast)Af-ci.ca:: l 

/ 

Transit .to. :CQ'N'US: .:for: . 
overhaul 

. . 
23 .Janttary 195:g: ~ !..[ E:ebl:I.l.a.ry_- 19£9 ~ Caribbean ·op-~tions .·. ' 

19 F~.b:ruary I.96:9: - Z6: 1\u.g:ust: .19:69.: . ~pJ(Fest coas~)Afr:i:.;a:: 
27 August .1969 I..S: ~ep:temb er.: 1.:9 6 9: · 

DEACTDlATED: 

~L0A [l:-=1 !1 
9!4. 

Transit to. :CONUS::: 



···.·· 

. ~: ... 
:-.· = .. 

~: . . ., .. . _ 

___ . ________ .. _ .•-"-·· 

( . 

· . . · 

. I 

USNS MOLLER (USN;...8"56/'E-A"G=-lJ1) . 

30 April 1963 - Zl April. liG:4. IrB.vana' 

26 May 1964 01 Ap.z:il .196.5: · · . ·. Havana ' 

10 May 1965 21 M·ay t9:6:6. · 
. . \ . 

· 02 July 1966 - 15 ~1av- ·n67 
\ . ~ . 

25 .June 1967 ·- . Ll June I96~S: 

ffiivana ::. 

·Ifiivana: ·. · 

. ·. ffiiwna: 

06 August 1968 - 07 bc:tobez:.· 1:9:69: H.a.va:na: . 

.. -_ 

·---

.· : ·.• .. · .. ·· .. 

• !" . 

. • . . ·-

·. 

.· .. . 
_.· .. ·. 

' 'l • . _......__ 

. · a - -- fi . 
r r: [· ,111 :?iRA 

.:.~!i 



- -···-1 

' .. .. 
.TOP 5 ,.-!:2 ~r:::l 1";'---:"\ ~ L.'7-:.l 

.. : . • . itt . 'c. i 
.. 

':· ... ·· 

~:~ . 
RATIO OF" ON~S.TATION . TIME-. BY . SHIP-

>: _:_ .. 
.; ... ·· 

US:S: OXFORIT (USN-850) 1967.:1969 .. .. ··' 

.! .... ~-•. 

1967 · . ~ --. ·. 

. ' , -:-· ·.· .. · 
.·· 

·ON S'D\TION 
.... ; .. · .. · . 

.... • ·.o . 

OFF STATION ·: . . · ·'' 

• ~ .. 0 • 

•• a a· days. off: station·. f:br:: annual :. overhauL in Japan and.:: 
fU#ther delay · ~- bx eng~ne~failure~ .. .. 

·I/ . ·. 

1968 .. ·.·;•;· 
. ~ ; ~:. ..... ~ --- .. . · ~ .· 

: ON STATION . •' ... 

· .... ::_ ..... 
OFF STATION. · . · z:T!Ii. · .. ·., 

·. * ll Days. . dei.ay irr·· S:ub.Lc.:-, .. P?.: I:. f6r::.:emgine =.repairs • 
.. 

19-59- C:Jaa days: CliTI.y) .. 
'· . .. 

.. ON S~ON 1TJ:_'ili 
.. 

OFF STATION II.i: .. 

;: . 

..· · . 

. : . _ ... 
.· 

· . . 
• • • - •• 0 , ·_. ·· 



:-t 
i· 

:. ~ . 
;,. 1 
~ .... 

-. 

,. 
. ir · . 

.· 

. ... . 

' . . .. 

.. . . . _: . .. 

USS GEORGETONN {USN:...8'5:=21' 1.9.67:.-!969 . 

1967 . · ,. 

ON S-TATION ··Ja% .. .. ,_, 

. ·._.· 

.· . 

· OFF :STATION Ei2%* ,. -:. · ... ·.-. -. · .. ~ .. · .. · .. · .. 
. i . .. 

·. · .. * . 66 days , in ·Norfolk.,./ V~ .•. f~ ~o~a~~ RA;; ·. · ... 
109 days · in Norfolk~- Va... fen:: annuaL overhaul·~· . . . 

•• •• • • 0 

·1968 

. ON STATION 

:OFF' STATION 

. : •• .,: . : ·:·· -!; .. -- ~--- . ·•:. :, -:.,· ~ ~-- '·: . . -
'· - . . - .. ~ .. 

51% · .. . . i. ·~ 

-~ ... . . . . · ·. ·. ... . -.: .:· . .. .. 
49% . - ~ · .... · .. 

. . .. . • 
'_: .· 

. . . * 13 ·days delay in Naples:, -I'.taly due~ . to: uss . PUEBLO inci-dent.-_ . 
. . 74 days in Norfolk.,- va •. fOJ::.· ·norrital: RAV~ :-. 

74 days . in Norfolk,. Va.: for no.rma:L RAV ~: . · --. · . 

1969 (onlv 63 davs) 

_ON STATION 

. ·OFF STATION 

as%, 

15% -

... -.. -

. ' . 

.. ~= . :. . . . .: .. · .:. · 

. . . . . . 

. : . .-_:•. 

.. · .. 

·. 

. .. .-

-;-.. 
~!:--:- :. : . 

. ..... ··· 
::::~ .. 

·.; ... --- . 

. ·.:. 

. . .... 

... ·.' 

• :>:_.· 

. ., 

- I 
.. , 

-1 
' . i 
i 



-· ~ - :"" .. ~-----~-·-.. "- : ---·· 
' . ;~ 

: . ~~~-

: .. ,·:;.: ::ti~ 

:;]i,~,~:i· 

t::Ji 
~:~ '1.::-. . 
-:;.;,!~ ... 
- : .. ~ ... ~~;. 

,t,l 
. --.-~·-· ... 3f. .. 

. • •• -1~ ,. 
1 . .:-.·-.,;·: 

. ; , ._.,. 
·-~~~ :-. ~: 

- ·- •·. 
·. ~.7, . 7' ; 

-·- ~ .. 1: ;~_;1. 

...... ·. 

::-~·.-f~~. -
... ·~ 

.. 

. ,;. USS JA1-1ESTOWN (USN;_85:J) 1967~1969 

1967! 
': ;.· 

ON · S';l'ATION 64% ·:·· .. ,;,.,·,·. ' . . ' :, .. -~ 

· OFF STATION l6% · .. . ;' ·', ·. 
. :· \ .· . ' • ·.·. ·-

... ._... * 69 days 
27 days 

• f. 

. .· 
1968 -- ·· . I 

for oyerhauL at Yakos~a·, J ·apan · 
in -Subic for ehgina repairs _ ~.~-

.... \ . . 
.. -... ·' 

··, 
..· .... 

' .. ~ -.. '. 

.···· 

. ON STATION · ··. 81% ·< ... :: -~ . :-... . · . .. ; .: -.-: .. 
· OFF STATION 

I 
19%* ... 

·.·
. .. ... 

. t · • • • ·.- · . 

* ·17 days in Subic due. to gene.J:ator failure·. · · 

l9'69 ( 291 days •::mlyl 

ON STATION 78% . 

OFF STATION 

* 23. days in Subic far. engine:: repairs. · 
· 18 days in Subic far upkeep. ... 

. . . ~ •' . 

.· . 

··.: . . . 

:.··' 



.. : ... 

~: .. . ; 
, ., · ..• :! 
. ~ .. ~": 

. . : ...... ':..f. 
. . ::: (.; 

.... : .. _; 

·.- .:. -·:. 
. . ~= _: . 

··----·--·'-· .... ..,... .. ,·~. · ,. .' .. 

·. ·· . . . ~ · . . .. 

. . 

.·.· 
:. : 

1~0P s~=canrr-=~~ 
-· 

USS BELMONT (ITSN-!I!i<t) 19"67-lg-69: 

·ON STATION 

OFF STATION 

· : I' 

·. 48% 

·.:! 
" . ........ ... ..; · 

· . . :. :_ .• ' ":'-

·. -:~ . .. 
: .. -: 

..· .. ~ 
.... ... .. -. . ' .. , 

- ··\··4·:· ...... .. . . 
52% .. . -.· . . ·. ..:--:·.,·· -: 

. \ . ... . . .. ": .. ~ .. :.• . ·-~ :. ,. .. :· .. 
\ . 

_ .. -

* 32 
·67 

days in .No:¢folk; Va. ·. far nm:maL RAV.:. .. . .. •":. 

. . . : .. ~.~~: . ~ . . . . . . . . :·. days _in _Noz:\folk, . ya.· for nru:mai. Rlfl:. 
• .. . . .. = .~ . ! -

-·, 

1968 

ON STATION 

. · OFF STATION .. "66%* 

. . , 
. : .-·. 

. . ,. :~. 

: ·. 
·•.· 

. · .... _ .. · 

.. · .. . 
. .. , .. ... .. 

·--.. ... . 

... ·· · ... .. .... ·· :.·· .. 
·: .· 

. ;. .·~ ·:·· .... 

: ... ~:-. 

. .. . • . 

. * 10 5 days ·annual overhaul/refl::esher: t:I:a:i:ninci.. · · ... 
· _14 ·days in Tema, Ghana far engi.n-e- .:Z:eFa±r:s~.: · · -_·_ . -· _: 

33 · days in Norfolk~ Va. far narmcd. ,ruN:. : · . · · 

1969 (304 days only} 

. ON STATION 34% 

OFF_ 'STATION 66%* 

* ·140 days in par~ Norfolk • 

. ·: 

. . 

. . .. 

-· 

.. · 

gg 

. .
.. .;:.-·· 

. · . 

. . . ~ 

. ·: ·· 

, ... \. 

: .:-:o 

.. ..... . 

· ). : 

. :-: . 

. . · . .. 



~ -

. ., _ ;~ 

: · j 

. ···: .~ 

--.,, . ...: 

. :~ . .. 

-;:.; 

:· 

TOP 
USS: LIBER•ry· (USN-855) 1966 : 

1~66 ·.: ···· 

·ON· ~ATION 

OFF STATION . ·tS.~·.*'- '· 
* 72 days annuaL :o:.verltaul:. 

Sl·· days . in. Nort:O:lk·, va· • . for 

... 

.· 

•.·· 
.. · 

.::. . . 

. · ·!·' .. 

: •. ;i 

.. -·:· .. ~ : ' 

·.: ·:·· 

... -~. ~ -· - · .. 
. .. . . 

RAV • 
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·USNS VALDEZ (trSN-aSI.) !9"67-1:969.: . 
.. .. 

. . . . . . • 
,· ~ . 

1967' -
. ~ -

" :-·· · 

ON STAT;J:ON 59% 
··'·'"· 

. . ·OFF STATION 41%* · 
_; . .. ·: . . . 

.... .. 
. . . "\ ' . . 

* 86 ·;days stat~-7side ·overhaul. fu. New.· Yb:J:k. . . , . _. 
6 . days ·in ·Lu~ca,. Angola ·far: engine: repairs :. ·.· 

. ":' ... 

. .. · .. 
-. 1968 : ~--. . . 

l . . . 
·.: · .... :._-:·. . ··.:. 

·oN STAT!ON · 55% . ·. : . .' : ." • .. .. ·::;.·· . ·;: ·. ·:·· • ; _. . .. ·· . .. 

·OFF ·STATION 45%* .· ·, . · - · ·· ; :·· 

. · * ~1 days in Norfolk,. Va .. far TRSSCOMM . repairs • 

·1969 ·· (261 days :mly) 

ON STATION · -14% 

OFF STATION 36%* 

.. .. 
·· ··• 

.. · . 

.. ·· .· 
.· . · 

.. ~- .. : 

-·.· 

. ' 

* _35: days in port New· York .far TRSS: COMM repairs. · 

. ·. '• .... 

., :" '· 

· 26 days in }1onrovia, Liberia for- transmitter repairs. 

·I. 

..· . . . . .. 
. . · .. · .. ! . · 

.. . .. · . .. . ' . ~- - .. 

. . .; . 

i . 

_ . ... 
·.- · ·. 

•'t •• 

.• .. 

. -
' . / 

. ~ ·. 

. .. :. . 
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tffiNS' MUL.:C:ER (USN.;_g5ti} 19 6 7=-19 69 . 
·-·.· . ·--~. 

.. : .. ··· 
1967 

S:a%. ·' · ..•.• ~: ·. :., . ·:··· ··;, <:' ;,, 
. ·. . ~ -~- . : . _ .. .- . \. . . . . 

. 4-2:i."" .. ·:. < ' ,'. -~. ~\~_-: ... .. ·. _·, . 
. I ' .. .. · 

ON S~ON :-:--· . . 

. . ' i . . ·. ·.. . . .. • ... 
,:._,-: . -· . * : 23 days · far ycErd a.ve:t:haul:. in-. Fl.orida.: .... ... : . -~ .. . . : =. ~ - : : · .. . . . 

... 

·40· ··days annuaL averhaul:.. ... . ·_._ ." · ~ · . .-.·>-'.-- ::: .. ~. ·. . .. · .. .... .. 
. I . • . , . : \ . • . , . : · · ~ : -~. . . :,· · , . . :·:: ;·_ . ·. 

·;,.. . : . . . . ·:·:. . ... : : .:.: . ·.~ . . . 
.... •· . ... • ~ • : .:.· .. :· "' . • . . :7" . ·:. . . : ~ ... :. • .• •• -'· . • ! •. 

.. .. ; : 

1968 -- -· · 
-·em STATION 

_. OFF STATION .. 

•.. .. . . .. . . - .·· . .. . ._.. \•\4_~~-?:~:~. ·. ~· . .. ~ 
.... _. :-~. . .. _; 

: .. :.· --- <~ .. ; •. -~: .. ·.'· . ,_._ .. 
• .. :_1 '-:.' ..... .·· . .. 

. : . . ·: 

~ . . . 

. •: . ; 
·.i ·. 

* 24 days 
· 12 days 

in. ·part. due; trr P.URBLo· i ncident. . .· '>'··,:: · ~ - -_.. ·} · 
in Key- Wes-t due:. to- engi ne: failure. -~:_,·.· . ·:-:: 

· : ~a days: 
· -· 14 days 

annuaL o.verliauL in:·. Hobok·en; N.-. J. · · ., · · ·- ' 
i.rr. T.arnQ:a.,. El.:a.I:i:~ ·for.:- g~neratc-r repab:s:.= ~--

-!.~69 (:Z89 days: aniyl. .. ·.-.· .. ;·. ·._· ·. •.· ·. ; _. _. ... 
.: ' ... 

. ON STATIO~ ~ 
: .. ,i 

. :.: ··:·· . ·: . ·· . . 

OFF STATION 

·. ·.· · 

··.· .. . 
:.: ·.- : .•. :· 

·• 41 days for ±.rrstallati:orr· of . .: destruct and 
far c:acri.i:ng system-· repairs· • . ~-
far b±dder' si SJli:Vey~ · .. · ::_:: .::::·.-:- .· . .. 

scutthi_ :de..W:ses~;.' · 
4' days _ 
.4 days 

.. 

~ . : :· ·· •. · • · .. · .. .. 

··.· 

·. · ... . 
. • .. 

. . · . 
·,. 

1D2: 
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SECTION 5 . .. ···:: .- ·. . . . . ~ . 
·. __ ,_:: · --:>: -·: 

~-:~·- -~· -·.·:- . 

CONSIDERATIONS ~..FFECTING' OPERA'l'IDNS.=- . .. 
: ·.·- . 

.. :_. ; __ ' -:- · . .. 
.. ... . , 

. __ , .... · . -·· ._ ... : .. -~- . 
. . \ 
: .•.· . ; . -· .. 

. ··" 
MSTS .AND MONTHLY SCHEDULE SUBMISS::UJNS" · . . . . ~- :·.·: -_· .. ·-..:,_, __ .·._::- · 

. . ·.-.···. . . · .. __ .... .- . --=·~--': ·. . ·. .. 
... . . . . . . .. . . .. ::;.:.~· 

. ~he monthly\ preparation .arrd . s:ubmissiorr of:' schedules by - .<- 7 
. NSA for ·the ~1STS vessels (ITSNS VA:COEZ: and: USNS.: MULLER) , .. . .; ··'""C .. •:: ~ 
resu~ted in_ a rJcurring pJ;oblem.. _The= monthly · schedules · -... : . · :. · 
were ·prepared a~d submitted acc:cn:dincr.: ·ro. the: informal. ·auide- ~ '/-: 
lines establishe~ when the s:h.i.ps: f:tr..S:t: j:o·ined:· the : cryptologic ~ ·. 
fleet. U ~e., · NSA prepared scheduieso: fin:: the;. following month . . 
and _·coordinated :,them · i.ri.fannai.I..y- wi.th·. HSTSLANT:- before sub-:-' . · · ' 
mitting them through offic:i.al ctranne·ls: to: .JCS). ·This ·pro·- - : .. 

_. ... · ,:cedm;e continued after · sChed.ui..in-g; procedures: ,.,ere: defined · · · .. · 
,. :: · .. . -:and docurnen.ted in Jcs..:..SM.-701-6[,\ . "NICK TTI,~' .-. On:·. numerous 

-; . . . ... occasions·,- "proposed schedules were S:llbj'e:ct: to: modifications .: .. : 
at· the req,uest of -HSTS. · Th.ese Ch·anges: app_eared inconsistent _- · ' 

•. 

with the · informal gui~elines- deve-I.oped irr. :the:: past: and : · 
caused an .excessive amount of cammun~cations~ in-. finalizing 
the schedules. . · . = · · . • · · . . 

"'- TDY visit to HQi:ISTSuu'iT' irr. Brouklyrr; . N: y_.;·. was : arranged· ~ ·. 
in order to discuss the development o£ sche~ules - (the USNS · .. 
MULLER's . in particular) • · The. mee:ting; took-·. place :_on · 01 Nov~ · . ,, 
embe+ 1968 with Mrssrs,. II. Hre-slirr. K!Z; . K-' • . Marshall . GSl, 
and ·Lt. ti. Sanders G04 . in a.tt:enda:rrce:..(Sj ·.=· ·'" 

. "tt wa"s .agree"d ~at the: operat ing ratio . should. be main'
tained at po more than ZS days at sea: fo·llowing s: days . in _ 

· Port Everalades. This was: 'the MS'!:Is- reauirement . for normal 
operation~ :- for occasional. opei.a:t±anai. requirements, MSTS 
would not object to a sl.igh.t e:.."<tens::ion:. o£:· on-:-Station time ·- · · 
beyond the 25 day operating periacL. ·. . .. . ,:-: 

Because of provisioning and :r::e£i.leTing:- requirements for 
the MULLER .and her exc:or:t.,. l"STS' J:e.~S:ted:: the::. 25 : day _· at-sea · ·· · 
period be subdivided as foll.aws:: : L d::ay_· enroute c. from ·Por:t 
Everglades to station; · 9' days mr.--s:t:a:t:i. (ninth·. day_ for ·. · 
visit at Key tvest Buoy for mai . .L e:t:cl : : 4-; days:: on-s t ·ation: . 
1 day ·to Key t·lest for water a:p-d. :r::e::tlll:rr. to: s.:tation; · 9 days · ·· _ . 

. on-station; 1 day return. to. I!ar.t E:.ve:r.g:.J..a:des:. . The : 5 · days ·i n · 
. Port Everglades included the day· of a:r:riYa:l.:. and : day of de- . 
parture. Naturally, due to ·norma:I.. constraints:; this schedule 7:· . 

. would be · intertipted from ti:Jne to: time=, but: it-. was - deemed · 
-··-impractical to deliberately· vary_ · _the: pattern- without so.und 

just;i.fication. 
. . ~ . . 

:(5) · Kl2 Memorandum for the Record dtd 15 November 1968, 
. "TDY Vis i t to HQNSTSLANT, Brook~yn, N.Y .• ~' • . 

I "ji' j ' .-- . . ;- . .. r---- ~~R~ 
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.M,STS prefer:re.d· that: arrivids: to- and departures:: :from: :-. 
· ports_ be restr.i.c:ted to: ·day_s .: other~· than Sat':lrday, Suhda}'::;: 
or ho~~idays •. Though·. such ... timing :· had : little cost -e&f:rct:-.: 
o.n th,e .MSTS:. c::r:.e.'>r per:s:onnel, addi.tional . costs for ~.tugs:;~ :'- .. 
berthing, stevad·or:e: s.."uppor.t-., e ·tc; , made these arr:i:v..al.S:.. = 
and ~partures.: expensi;-ve; •.. However; MSTS agreed to:. :support --.. 

·these, arrivais: · and· dep~tures.: in.· emergency or urge;llf:".-:. ·: 

- --~~~tional s:i:turm~s:._ . ·,~ .. . . -~ · ·.' . , .. .. ... ·, :'~;-: :: · · . . . 
MSTS waui.d nOt s:uppo::r:t: the-:: need.: for . ~n overni<fll,t·. porf:-:. 

c:al~ :in Key Wes:t\ ('once:- s.tandard:· operating procedur:e:)::,· . ' .. · · ·. 
exc:ep,t in the cas.~ af. an·. emergency~ or ·:urgent oper.at:Lona-1.=..:. ·· · 
reqlrl;rement.. US.T.S: ccl.lowed:' oniy_ 5: days · in ·port -~iher±y:Jor: :: 
~ach _25 .day·s at s .e:a:: · any ' addi.tionaLin port time 'WOuld.~ . . 
r~uce · the S day·'.pm::t: ca:l..l.. in:-.Port:Everglades ~ . Sihce: :the~-= 
majoricy· of the: HSTS: ere\., . trtain.tain homes and farnilieso in:..:-. 

.. Port · Eve.rcjl.ades:, · p·ort: calls: els~where ·::could resul.t. -in. :a ~ 
mara.I,e problem •. · . . . .. . . .·. ... . , · · 

. '. .. . .. 

The: 'ane-da:y· pa-r..t carr in-. Key: ~'lest .for water .and-. pro~~- . 
vi.sion:.in.g' took:. p'lace: mo:s.:t-Ly_· during ~ day light hours:-.:. The:-. ~ 

·· ship normally· depar..ted· Key_- West:. at -. 20 30 hours, sa :as:-" ~to:.~ · 
arriVe. ·an staticn· at the:- firs.t: light :of morning •. Due·.: :to:.: . . 

. the sensitive s:c::.uti:ny· g:Lven-. the-: ship ·. by the CUbans:-, :: MSTS-::"5. · .· ·· 
desi.J;"e.d arri.va:L orr. s::tatiorr during :· daylight to avoid .any:-.:· 
pass.ipl.e a~-r:eac:tiorr .. by · the-:= CUbans : to a. ship approaching:-.~ . 

. ~t . ni.gf:Lt.. . . . ·. . . . ._-. . . .· . : . . . 

In the. event of the·: threat-:. of : extreme \<le~ther.. .cond.iti~ns' . 
. . the ~ttlLLER would. nor:m.a~ly_· head: for . Port Everglades::. and· . .: . .. 

ride out the s:·toiJU ·in por.t-. · Attem9t to avoid the _ storm.-by:· ~ · · .· 
transitin.q we£ter:ly- towai::d ~ the~ Gulf: of Mexico · ·would place>~ ... ·.· 
the ~hlp in the pa:tlr nonnall~,- followed by tropical: :Storms:- .= . · · 
,in this area... ';!Xans.:i.i::ing: e-astward --placed the ship_ -iTL ~ . 
dan~aus s:ha:ai. wCEtezs~.. Aadi:tidnally I 7 'knots . (sp~tE of:: " 
ship). was ·imxuffi·ci ·ent: to: maintain -.a .: heading agai:n.st= the-. -= · ' .. · . . 
heavy winci and. se:a:s= whi:ch:-. normally: ·extend far beyc;nur. :the'.--;~· ·, 

. ai::t:aa~ e.v.e. af th:e S:tonrr. . I:t:. was : aareed that NSA .·-\~auld. oe:: ~ - .. 
adv:ise.d imnn:d'l:.ate:I.y · of the:: departu~e= of · the ship. -in. :the.-.~ 
event of a s:tn:rm- threat-, : and:that:the : decision · td_;mave-- ; · 

. the ship in. ~±s=. situation· was:: a::.conunand . ~ ,,decisiorr :'foX: ±he:.-~~ 
Master (sk:i.pp.er.).'/MS.T.S: •. 

•' 

W:i th. full. app.r..e:c:L::a.ti.c :-:_ that-. NSA.·· des ireci maximum..: :on!":-. ... 
station time,. and· irr. vie~-: 'J=: the: numerous adminis.trative· ·-:: 

........ . . - and ;togis~ca:I. cons:tr.ai.nts, MSTS ~ informally proposed. .that: -: . · · 
MSTS . prepare: and·. fonvaJ:d· the ~ initial · monthly schedule: to:. ~J 

.-· .. NSA. for ·review and:: roo.cli:ficatibn/concurrence, instead. of~: · · 
the reVerse: which· ha:d .been- the~ standard operating. procedure. 
Upo'n coordination/concurrence, the proposed schedule· would . 
be forwarded in accordance with NICE . TH1E procedures. · rt· 

-~was ai.s~ agre;ed>·~~t:..~c.fl~.4.~-~--~·~9~~fiqa~~op9, .•. ~f.Pl?9.-?ed.. by .. _ 
.. · .. - --~ -:. ·-·-· l VF7 CL9.!'~~ a. citJh!eJJl?!Jik ~-. . . . 
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· NSA . should include th.e. unc-Iassi 'fi ·erl-- reason.-. for · the change 
{e.g. "urgent tec:hn.ica..l re:~r.ement-., . embark visitors", etc):; .· .. 
so ~at ~...STS could better app:z:e:c:ia.t~ NSA:' S ' needs and more:: · . . -
·effectively coordinate irrtemcrL MSTS: r.eq~irernents <· . . . . ·::: .. ':~.< : .. -

. • 

This proposal was farma:lly· ma-de: to:. and :· a~c~pted by NSf\:._: · . 

. In concluding tire mee.t:ing:·, . HST.S: requested.· that 
representatives,visit MST£ apP.r.oximatel~ every_ six 
for coordination. of ape:r:atio:rrs:.. .. . . -

~-~ .. ~:~: ··.!:-: . - ~-
.. ~~ ~·· .-: .:· . 
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NSA 
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~ . . . . ::--·- · .. _:. .. ' • . : · 
•; ' 

: : 
_. .. ·.- ~ .. . 

· .. : ... ·' 

.. -
..... 

. ·. · 

. '.·. 
·~ 

. . 

- . . · . 

.o·: :·. :_. 

. ... 
. --: - ·' 

--=:- ··" ·· 

ra:s: 

-; . .- . : 
··-. ··· ·. : . ·.· 

.• .... - . 
:· .. 

' • ... .. 

; ..... : . 

.. · .. · 
. ..... .. . -. 
. . . --· .. . 

....... 

. ' 

·.·. 

. . 

.; ·:. 

. ~·· 

·.:. ... ~ . 



·- .,_; 

--":- - __,..-----·· -'· ·:.: :::.... .... £ '• 

t . 

·-

. . -· . . · 

' .• .. 

.. . ·-.. . . ': .· .. .- ·;.-.. 

•··. 

·., 
., 

. . -~·-.· . ·. 

.· · ... 
. . ~ ABR'OPT CH11.NGES: nr SCHEDULES: ,·, . 

· .. :· ·.:· 
.'<~ .. =-· : ·... . ·. 

. . . 
. . .... . . 

'Early !?ublicatiorr or· monthly schedu~es :was :necessary 
··to a,llow ample time. for· MSTS and Navy to coord~nate:,: • . -~·- .. .. 
thro.ugh maritime and. commer.cia1. authoritiesj the.~avai·l- · ·.-

.: abiiity of berth., tug- s.uppor.t, and delivery· of :'pe:tiishable. 
fooc:l and ather· SUP!! lies:, e..tc:. ., wi.th . the · ~u::rbza·J:.. :and . .de- · · · 
par~ures of other ve.sSe:Is::~ -. · ... :.·: ·. · ·· '· .·.-.:> . · 

. . \ . . . . . . .. . . -·· 

'· Abrupt chadge.s: irr. s .chedhles aiso involve.d .:o-thez= .a-gencies ... 
such · as the rr -5:! •. . S:ta:te:: ITepa.:r:tment· in arrang~I?-g. ~ fal: :port_ · ·· 
clearances and Visas: · fur: ·personne1 'joining ;the =shi-p. ::at 
for_eign ports. · · · · ·· 

:In e'merqency-- ar qu..ick >reaction si tua tion.s ~tru!se .. .:.in~ . 
. coveniences equid. nat be: avoided but it . was· :g~neral.ly re- · . .- . 

·cognized that mid-st:r:ea:nr changes in schedules.::re.qu_ir.ed . 
strO,ng 'justifica.ti.dn... . . _ · ·.- . _. _" · : - ... 
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CO~RSIO~t TO MSTS 

. .. 
The use of Ar.;TF.s as- TRg-s: (entirelv Navy manned}' . .. . 

was challenged in Novembe.r ·· I.9.6:I and. again·. in February 1964 ~ -•.. . 
by . RADM J. \'l. Ailes III., Commander:, Ser::vi.ce, Force, Atlantic ·: , . :. 
Fleet • . His objectioz:1 waS' b:ase.d .on·. the~ use : of naval per-:":.. .·,: : ~ · . 
sonnel ·and naval fleet. uni:.ts= for: s.uppor.t: of:· non-rnili tary-~ : :- .·: .' ::;: .. , 
op_erations including the ca:I..Iecti-orr of foreign corninun·ica:~ ~ · · · · · · 
tions. · This ob~ection. wa!% s:ut2Pro::.te.d:· by_· CINCLANTFLT (AD~ · . 
H.P. Srni th} • . \ .: ·:. ~ .. :- .. · . · . . .: .. 

~e objection. was: fox:war.ded'· tX>: CNO' with 'a proposa:t: >_,. · . . 
to c~:>nvert the TRSs ·to MSTS: opera:tionso in· support of · NsA~s · .:: · . .-

. ~,requ~rements tht.IS relearill!f' the: invo:l.v_ed:. Navy_ billets for:- .. · 
fleet 6peration~. {6) · ~ _ 

· .. . :-
The recornmendatiorr. was= ·rej:e:c::tBd:: by. CNO in June~~-

1964, bu·t was snbsequently· appr.oved: by · that:: office_ .in .:~·· .:. 
Novemper 1964 • . At that time: CNO. d:i.rected a · program be .: .. · ·. 
prepared for an orderly . b:::a:ns:fe:L· of th~ Na:vy_' s : responsi"':"- . 

.,· .. 
. ... 
:' ~ -

bili ty for operation af the: AGT:Rs= to.: HSTS:.; . . . . . . . •. · .. 

. ·.The· Bureau cf Ship£ es;~~ted: th~ cost-: fbr .- co~versi~~~- ·>··:,:. 
at 1. 4 million :rer ship- and the: time: in-. t.he~ yard to accom~ - : 

· plish conversion at 4 marr:ths:.. MSTS: estima.ted · annual opera-::"" · 
ting ._cost for the ·three L.ibe.rtY' ships:: at-:1:.42 ~ mi1lion ·and: · 
the two Victory ships at· L£-'i mi'lTi orr. {7J.. ·· · ·· · · 

. -:: . 

· · · NSG and NSA then met ta deveTop··· a ~chedule of ··· 
·conversion that would allow far the. f .hllest: use of existing : .. . 
re.sources against assigned ·tcu::ge.ts: •. · ··· 

. The . pians ·far madi.:Ei:..c:<rt:iorr. of the:: s!:tips to accomo~-
date ··civilian crews bagged d'dwrr. irr. 19~66 : for:· the following ~ . . ,· 

. reas«pns: NSG, going an. the: as:s:tli!IP.'tiorr. tha.t -: the , ships· . · . . . . 
-would be· manned by units: af Sfreci ·f:i ·ed· numbers .-, obtained :· · , .· . ·.·.> 
. an esti~ate of 7asts ~ canve.r.t -~ S: ;ry~s'. from· the. BUSHIES.:. /. : 
T~e . est7mate, l..n April l!HT.!i, .. ~-~!J\~<:>11?rs : .for e~en~-.--: . t · _..,_. 
ql.. ture 1.n FY 6 8 was subs:equerrt:I.y· aPP-l::OVed: by SECDEF :1n a · ... . 
PCR G>f 21 December 19-66:.. Howavex:,. irr. 19:66~ · in .. addition . 

·· to other alterations r the: rrumhe:r: of pers.onneL to be . _ .. 
accomoda.ted rose from 735 ta 8T.I ancr i±: became : apparent ·_ · 

,. the :Oasis for SECDEF' s approval fb:r:: conversion. was . unreal~- ·. 
istic. . · 

· ,:(6) . COMSERVL.ANT ser: 70/00..168: dtd 21.:. November 19 6 3, "Use · 
· ··- .. ··--of· Fleet Oni ts in S:upp<Jl:t: a£. NOn~·1.ili.tary_ Operations'!. 

, ., (7) ·.BUSHIPS ltr ser: 44:-0'42, dtd" 2'9- May 1'9 '65-• 

.. _:, ••.• & ll 
· ~~iJ.~~ · 

!· BIT 
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The revised es:t.i.mate: came: .tO: i .'S ;. T million·. Tnis E 
.. 

included increased mann·±ng· figures:, . h.abi tabili ty : imp-rovements, 
addition of m.achine automati:on·. equipment and ·coast :Guard- :. _. 
cer'tification.. SubseauentLv· i.t: was= decided that :it :was:: ': .. , .. · 
not feasible to conve~t :Eiv~ ships.~ in ·one year ~ and :in:-. · ; .. •:<: -. 
view of ·the .fact th.at an-Iy· ei:.gh t : mi:l~ion was included ·:in _~ ... · · 
FY67 CCP . for conversion. af all five · ships it was : ne.cess-ary.-·.' ·. · · 

. for Navy to reprogram . i..t::SE manpower_ resources in :-FY6a :to: pro.-... · · . . 
vide far ·cont.in.q:e.d operai:.tharr. o:f:: .these . ships during. ~that: · · ·~ · 

fiscal year • . - ~ . . · .' · ... :<;:,·~-.::;·· .: ...... / ·.- _ .· . . . . .. · :.-. ... 
. Both NSA" s .and Na.vy-' 's: p:t:.aposed:: p·rograms 'for :·canv:ex:s:i.urr -;-. ·. 
demonstrated the!: ·advanta:ges: of op_er.ating un.der :.; ~STS" .:in:-; ··· · 
peacetime conditions •. . Opera:·ti:onal~ days per year .:-und.ei:; ~- · . · · 

· :- MSTS operation w,auld he 259_ .compared. to 193 unde~ ::Na\ZY-: - · · · 
operation · · . · ·' · -· ... · · . · . . . . .. . . :. .. .:.· . . . . . .. .· 

'NSA' s · proposaL,. however,'. ca-ned::. for . conversion :of :only< : . , 
·:the bra Victo:ry ships: wi.tlT. a:rr. es.timated life e·xpecta:ncy::of: : ,·· < 
ten more years • . If acr.:epte<;i·, . this.: procjrarn would :· require:-: .. ·<· ~ 
that one ship be- out. cr:E Of?e:J.:ati:on~·. for. most of FY68 :and.:: · . ... 
·one _for. seven months iir. FY.69: •.. Unde-r the ·· Navy ·prog~:-orre:.-:: . . · 
·.ship would be out far mast o.f FY.6 a: and three . in :-.FY6·~ :and.: · .. 
one iri FY70 • · · · · 

· . -lihen the abav.e prop-os:ili were: subrrii t.ted to ·:.the. -:.OSTJ: . . .. 
Review· Group du:r±..n:g- .the: cr:E: s:ubmi:ssion 67-73, the=gx;oup.:;: 
decided that the operationaL ·need' f'or · the AGTRs ~wou~d :hot-: · 
decline . in the coming yea-rs: and' that· until the .:host.i:l.i:t.i.es.: ;· .. · 
in Southeast Asia .were terminated·, it· would no~ ~be -:fe·a-:.- .· · 
sible to allow any sh;i.p· to be. out·. of service during :FY69~.: ·.• 

Ther'efore ~ the Re.vi.ew· G':r:oup- recommended the = 5 ::AGTR.s._ ~ . . · · 
- continue to be oue.ra.ted. bv· tha Navy · and that NSA .~s ~J;agz:atn :-
. in SE44/59 be adfusted a~g:Ly_;·. _·, · . · · · ·.. . : ·: ': :· · · . . · 

. . . 

'rhe recoiniitenc:iatiarr. ticex s::ubseq1Jently approved :bY. :SEICIJEI: • ."'::: . 

.. 
· ... ·. · ....... . ·.· . 

·. 
· ' 

.. ·: 

·~· 

.· . 

- · .~ _...._ills: . 
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IMPAcT ON SIG;rNT E:FfOR'R AS: A·. RESuLY. or CLOSURE OF . SOOTH:-: 
AFRICAN PORTS TO. U •. S •. NAVAL.. VES·SE.LS.· ·. . .. ,. 

. .~·. .: ... 
. ,· · . . :::·: . ·. r' ::' . 

A;s a result of an. ±rrci:ete.nt invo.l'ving : u.S. · Nilitary~ 
. perso:pp.el from the tiSS RO:OSEVELT:' while · in Capetown,' · . 
. South Africa in Feb 6.7 ~ - the: U~.S: •. S.tate ~ Department -_. ·<. - .... . ·' . 

announced the unaffi.c±ai. ~of: Sbuth ·' Afri.can ports:: ·· 

·.to .u·:~· - ·~hlp~. \ . . > :, :_-:::<-· ... . · ·.· .. . . 
·. · -· Until this :time, · twa ':t:RS'.s; w~.e: normally deployed .:"ta.:. ~ : 

conduct· ·electrori'ic r:es:eaz:crr. off bo:th-. Aft± can · coasts~ . · . : ·: , 
Covei:;'age of . _the wes:t .coast:. was: -accomplished -by rotation~~- · 
of the ·AGTRs which nor:mallv o:peJ:ated ' in west African : waters:~ 
on a :four month .deployment::' from- their_· home·. po·rt. in . the~ . · ., 

·U.s. • These ships ac:casi:an-a:IT:~c visited.' por~s in the,:. . . . 
. Republic of South Afri.ca.' :E.p"I:- c:r~ · recreation and . logis.ti:c.: 

· . :~s~port but ~;ere ri.ot dep·encte.nt: upon.:. these ··ports for :-op~E.-:-- · · 
· a·tioz:is. · The· VALDE'Z:,. an tire: o.thez:: hand~ . had operated : ... · . 
:. sole~y in African waters: for: S: years.: • .. General logisti.c : . · ... 
support, . ~oyage repairs, e:Iectr.onic: repairs·, recreation f. .· 
and yearly <;>verhaui.s were: a:IT. a-ccomplisheO. at ports :in:-. .. · 
the ~public of Sauth. A:Er..i.ca: •. · Dliring~ 1966 alone, the·:· · · 
VALDEZ .made 6 vi.si ts ta Cane:to.wrr. and: Durban~ · .. ,. · 

. . . - . 

. · The loss of th.e.se-. pa:r:ts: re.duce.d: VALDEZ's on-station:-. 
time ; by · requiring . I.arrg- tl:ans:i.ts: to: and: from· sui table ~parts:= ·. 
for overhaul and lag±st±.c:s=.: The:.rnateriaLreliability:~of:: .. · 
the- ship was redu~ed as voya.qe:: repair_· facilities were-:. · · · 
reduced in quality ana theJ:e was: an·. increase in cost -and . .: 
time. ·for VALDEZ's sUrface and' air logistics support now · 
comi;r\g from the u ~S.. to ather A;:fri:can . ports where the :. . _. 
.surv,ice was erratic: .. rrn . . .. ·, ·:..·· ' .... : .· . ·. . 

On 20 Marchr NSA sent: cr. menror.andilnr to · DDR&E to make:<: 
cer-tain that C:ryptolagi.c: p'lat:f:Orm- us.e:: of.' South African:.· .· ... · .. · .•. 

. ports ~ras known ta oon .. Th±s: memo: again:- stressed · the. -: . . . . 
importance of thes:e pcr~ to: the= operations of . TRSs _:in·:-:· · · · ·· .,, 
Africa·: the USNS ~LDE'Z i:rr. o-co::.ti:cnlar~ . ·. · · ·. _ ... · · . :· · ·· -~ · · · 

. .. . . . ... 

. ·· •The USNS: VALDEZ: consisten.tiy_ uses South..:.-.. . . 
Af~ican parts: fc:o::: Io.g;i'sti.cs~ J?Urp9ses , .. 1hile : 
operating- .in. that a::r:ea:.. . These=: South African~-· ·: · · 
ports are the . o.rri.y · readily · available ones , that-:: 
can provide. the: ne..c.es.sacy_ logistics and ensure: 
that the V8.LDE'Z:. r.ema.i:..l'!S:: on--station to accornp·lish:.-. 
its mission- •. ·:... .. Irr. a:dd:i.tion:, · the- annual overhauL: 

· (8) .; Department of the Navy Memo· dtd.- 4 March 19 67 ~ "DOD:-: 
Requirement for Facilities and Contractunl Support 

. ' in· the Republic: af Sou.th . Afr.i.c~ ~· · 

:ren. ~:"==- -~~i·war-.:~:':':2 r r ...... , ·1w.··-: nA 
T r .. Wl......U:L~ · tt ~.:~. ... a~ti"':l"i: 

. . , 
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·for the VALDEZ i£ per.funtre.d. in-. a: south .. African 
port by a private:: South. A'fri:can-. con.tractor. This ·. 
eliminates the requb:ement of: returning- the · · · .. -

.. >VALDEZ to the CONUS, . m:: a:. E.ilr.op:ean- port-, · _ . 
thereby, providinq addi:.tionaL on-station time · 

.. .' ·.· 

which would be: los:t hy a:. lengthy-cruise to .. ·' .. . 
· anothe·r port · for this: o.verhauL _ Additionally, · . : ,. 
loss of use of 5auth.' Afri ·cari-. por::t·s : would -virtually .. -
elimin~te op.p.ortuni.ty ' f:i::n:: c:r:e.w' 5~ liberty. and - . · · 
recreationS in part::s that are:. both-. desirable and 
in cons

1
onaiLce: wi.th. the-. most. e:ff:ti::ie~nt-_ ship's , ~; . 

. schedul~Lng .. . ThU£,.- th·e:re: i·s:: a:-. nror.ale~ .factor. · · · > 

involved which has: a he.a.J:±ng': on:. both:.naval. r _e
enl.istment . and ci.vili.an-_ manning;.. (9) .. -.· 

:;·NsA• ~ .asseskrnerrt i.naru:pm::~te~ in~: DDR'&E~ 5-, paper~ as ·.·,- '· . 
well 'as . studies · from ~a.vy ,, Air E"m:ce: and: NASA-, : were . for

.warded ·on 5 June ta the .De:puty· ~ecnatary;· of: Defense and . 
thence to the Under Se<::n:!t:ro:y· of the:: S..tate:: Department for ······ 
review. · · ·. . . · ~ · ' - · ·. · . . . . . . 

,·· -., .. : 

In the interim., NSA beqarr. arr .. exchang!=-= of~- correspondence -: · 
.with · CNO and NSTS iiL order ta. d.e.ve:l:op: mu.tuall~c acceptable .. .. 
plans for ma.."ti.mun use af the ecitteme:I:.y - ll.mi.ted: pprt facili- -. 
ties. - · · 

. . .. 

On. 27 April 1967, COHSTii JP:O.vi.:ded: CNO~ with~-. co~ents 
· .. and recommendations for al:t~a:t:Lve:. s.nllitions.:: : · 

... Review af African . por.ts: indi.cates · the following : 
: ports · an the east coa-st o£ Africa: can_ provide · 

limited -support:: · Mogadi:s:cio:, . S.omalia; Mombasa ,-
Kenya; Oar es .Sal.aam,. Tang:any_ika:; - i3iera : and Lourenco- : 

. Marques, · Moz:ambi.que.;- n:ie:g:o:: Silar.ez: and ·~ Tananarive 1 .. • ·. ·. 

·Madagascar ........ Homb:ay·, . Tncli.:a: and: Por:t-_Said, Egypt .. - . · 
can offer a l:Lighe:r le.ve:L o£ shi.p;::rep~iL· support. 

·On the we.s:t c:aast af lffi::+ca~ the:: following.~ ports · 
. offer limited su.pt?o:rt; : I;obi:.t-o: an-d::. Luanda~ Angola.; · · ' 

-. . . . . Lagos, ·Nigeria;- Marn:a.via;, . hl:beria:; : Freetown, . Sierra ; 
. -.~ .. ~--··- -:----·Leone: Dakar,. Sene:ga:L .• .•.• O:ther:: west-: African ports . . .. · 
-.~'-·- o ~- ----- -··: such as Accra,. .Gharra, Liln:e..vi:ll:e= etc~. can : be used · · · 

on occasion but ru:e; l.e.s:s.: .des.ir.ab.le-:. . Rio ·: de . Janeiro·; . . . · 
San Juan, CONUS a:J::e: a-Lternatives~!' (10) 

(9) .DIRNSA Memorandum ta DDR&R, . dtd.:. 2D: March. . l967; "DOD 
REQUIREMENTS FOR FA.CTCITU:S: ANO::. CONTRACTUAL.- SUPPORT 

'IN .THE REPUBLIC OF S.QUTH: AFRI_CA:._ (U) II • • . . . 

. (10) COMSTS 261324Z Aprii .19"67, "'AGTR/MSTS: Deployments". 
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While ·tb.e USS BELMONT was: successful in cornplet.tarr :-of: 
her .primary mission, .. the: cruise: pointed o~t a . problem::- .: . 
that .would have t.o ' be faced· irr. subsequent· Mediterranean:- ·· '_'_'· 

·. Il'.issions.. · The Mediterrci:nea;n caa-s-tal. areas of high :·inte.J:eS::t .·: .. . · 
are also the areas where: natenti:al. risk to our resourceS:: · .. :· : 
·is. greatest. · Since _the sa NM. restriction off North: , .. . . .. :. ·. 
African ·and Hid..:.. East caaS:taL areas- orevented colleetion :-. · . 

·.of short h,aul, · ~ine-0f-5i.ght cmmnunl.cations {VHF!UHF.t/ ,· · ~-. 
· ·. the · usefUlness · of sh.±b:barne, colle:cti.on in these :.areas.:: .·: · :.: · · · 
· was quest~onab~e. ·. . '( . · · .. . . .. .-

· .. The . u~s BEU·10NT"'"5 ·&UITUI!ei: cr.u.i:Se: was .the last-:b~ .. ~-a ~TRS" = .·.~-- :~ . 
in the Me¢li ter.ranean. · p:i:±o:r ta deacti,..va.tion of alL. TRSa· .dn :-. .': · . . :· 

· the fall of 1969.. As; I.ang- as: the: Mid-East remains .::pol:i.t-:-. · · _. ·. ·· 
· icallv unstable, · anv 'tvoeo .of caa-s-ta-l ·rnohile reconnaissance:-:: . 
operations in ftese~ a;~~S may· be: Sll,Yjected tO imposed: . . ": 
restrictions resulting in. the: ques.tion of whether:-resul.ts:: ,_· · 

.. ' . . . _: can juStify the ·potential. :r::i.s=k·. . . o; • • 

.. :: _; 
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ESCORT AND PROTECTIVE:" OPERATIONS: •' .. -.. 
. ·· .. · . .. .. ... : . 

·. When the 1;:i.rs-t TRS""s.: were.: introduced t6 ··the ::shipbor·ne 
collection ·program., they· were-· not armed for:·t~.;d-primary ·. 
reasons: (1) an. unarmed vessel". would provoke::less ~reac...: · 

. tion ·; from target countries: than an armed one:. . and: ( 2 ): . . 
'it. would be free. of the r.e..stri.:ctions apr::-lied:to:u:.s.: .-.·· 
-l!arships in fare±qn. pm:t:s:.. ·· ·· · · .. ·; ·· · -: 

.. · >~~r ~~x _yeJs, tlfe TR~- ~-~era~~~ - in·· ~:latbz~·:ohs~~ri ty. 

. ..... ··. 

: However~ the suqsequentUS~ LIBERTY and USS:PUEBLQ:incidents 
· and attending p.Ubli.ci.ty·,. brought-. the U.s: . shipl;lbrne. :.collec-' · ·.-
. tion; effort to the attention- o:f . the world~ . Tna~TRSs· ,= slm-1 :·~ 
and unarmed, were suddenLy· found to be inadeq-qate. -::fa·r opera- · 
tions in high risk. a:recrs:. . 11:-lso·, there vras .~an:-increased s ·ensi
tivity towards these shipso and· their operations . .:by. : the ta.r-:-

. get ;o::nm.tries. · . ·:·. . .. 

'flle immediate s:crlution· to: the problem·· was .:ta :provide the :
: ship·s with the protec.tion- they needed in order ~·ta -:carry out 
their operations- without undo- risk to the7Ships ::themselves. ··. 

:. This was a command dec:i:.sion . ana·· took the form;· ,in:-.certain . 
inst;ance.s, · of armed es:corts: (usually DDs) and.; air. :-cavez::. · 

. . . . . . . . . . 

'!here was i~i.ti.cri. concern· over. the quest.i:on:-of .:\'lhether .. 
the appearance of. a:n. a:r::med= vessel~ in company.~·with. :~a :TRS · 

.. might not provoke: the: very · hos-tile reaction:-.we·~we:t::e: .:trying 
to avoid. ' It was · deemed' howe:ver., that · if ~ the :::rol:a ~of the· . 
DD excort was fai.rTy· pas=si.ve., : L. e. , it remained :·outboard · · 
of the TRS, maintaining- a:: loose-patrol and · no.t -:close •_in 
unless requested to do so by the TRS, it probably:would 
not_ cause -overt hostile·· reaction~ . ,.·. . · · · · · . 

C . : As . ~ re~u.lt af the: No:r:.th·· Korean capture ::o.f :the. :USS PUEB~O 
in January 1.961!,. the: USNS: MULL.E:R, .operating:-off:th:e ".coast · .. 
of Cuba, was a:s:s:iane<i a destrover. escort as .::a =.de.te:rent to 
any· simil.ar se:i:.zure: ·crttemp·.ts.: _by · the_ Cubans;· . . ... · . ·. · ··<· · .. . · 

···'nie mission. of ·the= es::co:r:t: was · to. provide ~p~ote:cti-ve .. . . .. . 
·cover for the OSNS: MULLER irr. order ·that she -:-coul:d :conduct 
· int,ei.ligence coile<±:i.orr. op-erati:on in international. :,.;aters 
·off the coast of C:ub:cr wi.thout: unduly expos in~ -he.r5-el£ to 
. har:rassment,. attack., . o:r ~ding· by Cuban~ farces..:. . 

. • .. E~c-rasm:e, ( n. to: CINCLANT letter : seidal. :ooo278/ . ", · 
. -~---·"3Jl . . of LS Sep:tember 1.9:6 6. ~ .• provi~ed guidance =:fa·r _pro- _ .. ;· .. 
• ~· ••• 1_ . tective mea-sures- to- be= taken in-. applying -:-the -=right of 

. · ·self-preservatiorr fu peacetime and rules ~ of ::-engagement
far Cuba.. rrr. a:dcl:i..:ti:on· to: these rules i the -::fcrrlawing 

·rules of engagement· were provided: · 

.. " .. . , 
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(1) 
1 
rf ·for some: re:a:s:orr MUIJ:;E:It is.: forced to e~tel=~ __ 

C.Ub;an terri.toria.I. wat:er.s?, . the~ commanding office-x: ::- -· · 
of :the eqcort i.s- cru:t:horize.d · to: p-ursue. . .·' ·: __ .. ·- ..... 
(2) ' In ·the event of an. engineering or ·other·:· casua:l:.Ey::' ='· · • 
:to MULLER which. causes- the: ship : to drift into :Cl.ib.:an:-. · 

. territari.al waters,, e.ver.y e£.f.br.t·. shall be made ~to. : · - --. 
tow the riDLLE.R intcr internationaL waters. Ttie ~esG.art- : ·_ 
·vessel, · in any case;. wiJ.:.L remain-with MULLER ?ta: _ ·• ·· 
provide prate:c:tian. in·. the: e:..vent: ·the _ MULLER -d:d:-ft:s:!: . : ·_ · .. : · ·· 
into CUban te.:tr±..tcn:±aT waters·. ·. · · .. : .. · ~-.- · .. · · 
(3.) In· ·the ·.e-vent· Cuban. fo:Z:ces o are · d·eciared 'host.i:la;-·. - ..... _ 
• .;.u.s • . farces in. se!..E-dafeitse'#· mav deliver :·suclr:: , -. ·d·:· ·,. 
fi;re and ·perfann such·. tac::ti.cs~ as : are necessar.y-_·ta. :. · .. -·.· . :·· 
provide · far defens.e:- · af HUL.LE:R as: well as themsel::Q:es:i 
·i111cluding firing- into:. C'uharr_ teirito:r:ial waters ~and:: . 
airspace. 11 

; (.za·) . • ,,._,., _ -·, ._-,_: · · . . . , ,·. 

_ '.rhe destroyer e:sxcart: assi:gned:' to~ the ~1ULLER ::normally-:· : .. : · . ·J 
< maintained a loose patr.at.. 4--8: mil·es.: outboard of ·:the.-:ship. -:. · : .. 
· whenever she moved· South. a£' Z.4- degree~ North. Tlie-::de£tr.oy~r .. 

assignments -for duty .were:: I.e.vied. by_· COl-iSECONDFLT ~and: _ · 
CO?-tASWFORL!>.NT an a quarterly: basi:s,::.. : .-.. . . .. ., .. ·_-. · · ·· 

·f .. 
. . 

.· ~n · additiou . . to the de"s:troyer:.; . fighter aircraft:;: . a~. ,: .. 
made available ta CONKNESTFOR, . were; put- on alert;;:. Tl'fese-= ., 

· airc;ra;ft were e.Xpe·cted.' to.: be: orr. station approxima te:l.J!_ :· _ 
· 10 minutes after C:all arrd: ha:d:: arr. estimated stay :· t±:me-. ~of:-: __ ·. 
app;roximate.ly L fu:ru.r; .a:rrci: zo: minutes::. : .. · · · · : · 

·'The ·requirement far::· destroyer:· escort, -which remrined=·: · 
.. · in ·effect until the HULLER discontinued operations, . though; . 

not hampering MOLLER's act::i.:..vi.ties .; to any extent,. d±:d; .: . · 
.result in several c:hang_e:s: irr. her_· routine. . · ·_· .. . 

' - . . . 
:. '.rhe · destroyer,, ac:ca:rdi::ng; - to~ Navy_· regulations.; .had .::to::· ·-. 

maintain 70% of i.bx :Eue:l.. at: a:1l.. times-. This made ::it -:neces.s-
.. aiv- for the escort .ta Iea:ve:: s:ta.tion-. to · refuel at -:Ke~r--Wes:t.:-: ·' · 

.approximately avery- g:. d'ays:. . Thi.:s~ ! of~ course, affected _:. " 
the MULLER, not a:.I.lawe:d: to-_ remai.rr: s~outh df 24 . degrees: ~ .. · · · 
North wi thont her es:coJ:t.. : .. · · · ·. · -.-. · · ~ -: ::~-- -= ........ -.. 

Si tuatians aO::ure:<F,. s:ucli'. as.: a±ternpted Soviet ·_lti.rurr. : . 
la4nches, that requ±..J:::-afr the.: MULLER: to · be on statiorr :-dti:r:incf . 
a period when she was: schedi..tl:e-£1.~ to:- be . in Key Ne·s_t -.with:.:he:r: . 

· · es,cort. Narmai.l.y ,. a . sclie.dhle:: rnodi£ica tion for ~-the. -::MUrJ:;Eit :: 
would quickly amend the:. s:Ltuati:orr, but · .. in view of :tl'te-. ::: 
escort, two schedul.e:s:: ·h-ad·. td: be= taken into account.;: . 

·. 

_ {~0) CINCLANTFLT 0 22 30 4 z Feqruary 19 6 B, · CINCLJI.NT -oPORU ~ · 
2130, "USNS HULLER PROTECTIVE OPERATIONS".· · . 
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· In , w:gent situ.crt:::i:.on-so hotve:ver:-, the · de strayer :·cmrl.d: 
remain, on station I:ongru::, or:; i:f:' lead-time perm±tte.d,:: bEt~
brought intcr Key we:s.t e:a:rl..y · for:- fueling. Duripg. :se-v:eJZal:.: 
instan,ces when re.'s-che-dUl..i.ng- of: the: escort was nece:s:s:cu::y.-· · ·.:- · . 
in order to satisfy· h:Lgh . pri..ori.ty ·technical requirementS:,~ > · 

" NSA fqund CINCL..ANT: mas.t help.f:.UL in:·. assisting in · the.~ - . · . 
arrangements.. · .. · ~. -

i 
:'j 
.·_:, 

. . Llle the MTILLE::¥, . . the: US:i GEORGETOWN , co nd ~cti:ng. :0P:-::- .. · .. , ·. j 
. erations in. the ~ledi::terranearr-. aJ:.: the-:- time of ·the ~UE.BLO...: · .Y·. · · 1 
incident,. ··- w.as asS:i.an_; e:d: a; d.es:tr:oy_er::escort. ADHINo:.:cmc. ~-=~ ·. · · · · ·I 
.USNAvEOR in Jan.ua:i:.y· 15.6."8.., . dir.e·-=ted::one .·, destroyeJ: ~·esc.a:r±:-:. . . .. .,., 
provide_ . direct .SUEvi::n:t to: t;rsS= GEORGETONN while -:she.: :.. ·· · · ·· · · ,.:i 
operated in. area faw:::- Foxtr.o:t: (along ; Egypt, IsraeJ:;. .. ~ ::··· · · · · · · .. I: 
·Lebanon,. - .and Svria: co:a:st:l:.ines.:) •· The:: destroyer .wa!X.~tO::: · · · ·' · ~ 
patrol ·between~ GEaRGE.TO.HN . and: the.: sbo're, and maintai:ri.:a =-· :: _· ··· . ·; 

. CPA of no · l.es:s tir.arr. 2.5: NM. . ( 2JJ · : · · · . ·1 
. · j 

. ·. : · ~cs appro:v_e.cl the:: GEORGETmm• s: February reconna.i.:.s.sa:n:ce~ · · .. -i 
. ·schedule with. ar.e exceP.ti:.orr; · the ~ escort was to remai.n: .:-liL · · · · ·· '-1 

NH outboard af GE:aRGET.ffiffi' s.: tr.ack-.. (22)_ : .·· , , 

. ~ · . . 

. -~ .::·>-' pr1 ·: ll. ·'::F-eJi.z:Uii::Y ·~.·ane ''UAR .. s.-eagJ,e-: airc;ait made ;thfee~ _ .. . 
I 
I 

.. -: .. . , .. ... ~ .: · .· · low passes aver tha GE:ORGET.OWN~ . . As~ a ~ result of :'the. ·:<:nrer.-::- · : · . 
. . · · .. --:-frrcj:nt_, COMSIXTF..E'LY took , :f:il.tlher..: piecaut:.onary"_ meas:w::.e..s:;.;: · •. · · 

for _advisory wa:i.Jling:: to: the=. ship:~. In:·. adJi tion, the.-:USS:; . . ·. -· 
F.D. R,OOSEOV.~ and. h·e.r es.co:r:t-s; the;.USS : PUTNAM and :1JSS~ . 
CONJ;NGffA..111,. we..re glaced. an·. one: hour: notice in support-of:: . ' 

_:l 

· . . . . GEORGETOWN's ciPerati.ans: .. (Z3) · The: USS STOR.."1ES was, :as.s;i-g:Il:e& . .. 
. ' - . ~ 

· as . an additional. e.sc.m::.t fur.: the-= ROOSEVELT. The , uss ~ 
· · TALAHATCHIE COUNTY was. placed· on . two hour standby • . 

Further, one VP ai.r.c::z::crft was: p_l :aced·. on ~4 hour cave:t:age;. ~ . 
to .maintain. and dncuw~t~continuous.navigational:p~t~ 
C!f the ship- · · 

Later,. an SPZH~ a:b:.cr.a:fi::.was: assigned to report-:ali:: 
. ·. surface con.tacts wi:.tlrirr._ S:O: lli-Lof.: the.: GEORGETOWN·. -(24:)..; 

· .. . . 

-' . .: . on. Vt FehJ:U.aJ::y·,, one: VQ:--2: aircraft: was provid~id :fai:-: 
continuous cave.raqe.c :fi:n::' warning: of: enemy_ action -ta :USS:.: 

. ·GEORGETOWN and he.r 5:UEP.Ort:in"9":' fleet: elements during. ;-
co~stal ap.e.ratian·s:.. · ·· 

t21} 
(22} 

: .. Ci3> 
(24) 
. , .. 

... .. 

CINCTISNAVE.UR 2..9L74-li J .anuary_ 1968, "NICETHlE~. 
JCS ff86".J, OTZ:U..7Z:: F"eb.r.aary_-19 6 8 ~ "FEBRUARY.".1g_6f£ : 
::e.ECONNAISSA...~CE: S"CHE:D~' •. 

. CINCUSNAVEUR lllL35.Z::. February_ 196 8, "NICETIHE.':-;. · 
;... CTF 6.7 Il.2a3.8Z Eehrnary_· 196 8~ . 
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Unlike " the USNS MULLE:F.,-= the:.- USS GEORGETOWN's CPA's · 
were-= increa;sed in addi'ti-6n: to: :the escort. Overall, her·:.'· 
Mediterranean· coastal .operation~ were unsuccessful pri.:.. . 
marily_ due . to the increased: 'CPA'' s. . Although her escort : · . . 
did:' not-. hamper her operati-ons:-. the . excessi v~ protective .~· .. ·. .· .. 
cove-r :· involved a number; :of:': Mediterranea·n resources · and ·· · 
t??nsiderab:le reaction :1plann~ : .. ::=.: ;::·: _: .·. ·-.:::: . :~: .. .. ', ... :.:·: ·:· .. .... _<-:\~' · ··:, : · 

· · ,~- /f. · · . . •- · .· The~ requirement · fdr :es.co;~· was. dropped · as . G~ORGE_TO'h~ . 
. . -fJ,. _._ <~~ -InOYed.::easf.ward and ev~n.tual:ly: :out of the Hedi terranean. · · .. 

J ·fJ . ~~in~- unlike th.e . :tJSNs : ~ULLER, .-~he USS.· GEORGETO\~, ·~·-. . ·· 

' . . 
. .. ·· ·.·. :.i 

· · ·.: .. es.c.or:t-_aQ'd .· qover wa-s :not ±o~ become .a r6utirie operation --~~: - ··· 
: s3..nce-:: th~ .;Hedi tcrranean:.:was=. not: her permanent operations · 

. ·.:· .. 
·.· 

. area~ . 

. rYaluation :·of the ~two : :si.t.uations (the 'smooth transitio~ .· 
·. · · . . ·. ·. . .··to~ escor~t ·: and pro~ecti:v.e · -.cmrer~ by the MULLER; the rapid ._ ... _ _. .·. · · 

.. . ·addition of escort and prntective cover perhaps as an . 
6Yer~reaction to the -UAR . ~overfliaht), · indicated that re- · · · · · ·· 

. . .. ~ . 

·· . . 

(plirement ·of escort ·for .TRSs~ did J not degrade · their .collec.,.. . .. . /,i~'-' 
tioD.:·.op¢rat.ions ~ . but ·di'd: . . point:-. out that _. escort operation·s · : _':'.: 
and.:.p_ro,tective cover pli:tnned~ ir.:.. advance · created less up- · · '/~ .. . 
heaval~ in: fleet operations:-.. and::- allowed for the proper .. :.: . ·•<, 

·. p::rogF.-arnrning of the res.aurces~ imrolved.· · ·. · 
· : p • ·:· : ·. 

I : 

. ·, '· . 
.• _· . .. · • .. ·. ·.···. 

.:·. · 
.. : ~---

. i .... · . . 
.·• · . .. - .... : .·.· -· .. , 

:· . 
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·INDIAN OCEA!.~ ENVIRONMENT" 
. . 

.. . 
···_:: ... · 

:····· 
.·. * • 

1 .•• 

. . The first diversion af a. TRS to. supp_ort-:Soviet: . 
Space/missile collection. effo.z:ts: in the: Ih.dian:-.Ocean:-. ·: 
took place in October 196"7 wherr. the 'uss: BELMONT: was~ . · · · · .. · ,, 

..... -~------....... diverted from i .ts African eaas.tal. mission-. to:attempt: . . . 
PL 86-36/50 usc 3605 

~ · .. 

.. 

.. ; 

: .. ~ _. ~ -

.... 

. ... 

· •c:ov:erage of a · space vehicle re:-ent:J:;y • . At:. tbat:. time.= · · · · , 
· · G• s;:-oup stated, \ "G requirements: in · Afri:can.-.can~ot:.p9ssibly-:· 

· . pe ·~at; if the s~ips (BELMONT/V:ALDEZ.} are ~ ap_eriodical:.l~:· , 
diverte~ from th~ir p.I.ann~ oper.ating areas~. {25) · . .· . . . 

, "It was· •qenerally re.cagnize:d. that. the:: giowing ;inte::res..t --
in 'the Indiafl..Ocean (an area. us.e.d: by Sovi.et.s::and::.p~obahlY.:· ·, :-. 
some time in ~ futw:e. hy· the:: Chinese. Communists.sas..:a =. · · · 

· space/Iniss ile te~~ing/recove.z:y · range) \voula:. ::req-qire = .·., 
··': ·,additional collectl~ effortS: in. this, area::.. · Long:;ra:ng~~ -· 

. . ·· .. ."'. plans ·called . for ·a s:t!l;ate.gi.c: Indian .o6ean:-.Island.:.concep1;: ·: : 
.. · ... . -":but untfl such :a plan w~ rea·Ii.zed·,· it: was.: necessary:·ta: . .. 

· ·provide same type o~f inteti.n1 c.O;.rerage. DIR:.'I::tSA.-.was.=dire·cted: · 
··to ·investigate the a~ui..s:i:tl!:\n·. a£ "addi tionaL.p;latfdrms ~ta.: 

. . . provide this interi..ID c'apahM" ·;: : nEer:of:.alternati."le&: 
. ·.··Were .open: - cantinue.d use. ·a<?.resources .: .: use:of_: . '·· 

· .. TRSs when available; rehab·. ~ 'Eio • o ::the-: uss.:LIBERTY._"fcfr:: · ·. 
:. use in the Indian Oc:earr.r · and convers.i'qn·. o.:f: an:-.MSTS =Miss-i~a: 
Range Instrurnen.tat.iori. Ship ta provide ch~edicated:.sh±p-:-:-
borne platform far Indi:.an Ocean·. operations~ . · .. . . . . 

.· · As an ip.terim me~sU.re; Pacific:. F.leet:.l • IdeS:-=< · . .. . :· , 

. . . .. ~- . troyer escorts were · diverted to: the Indian.-. ocean.- ~mp?J.Ct: , · · ... . 
area. These diversions involved. a transi.t:of:~ 9ooo ~ mrles.i :: .. · .· 
each way, :a.'"ld since these vesse:l.S:. were not:: eqt;tipped .: to: 
perform .SIGINT operations: on. a: secondacy::basis~ they~· ·· 

.• .:. 

. · .. 

were extremely nan-p.raduc:ti:.ve: .. NSA then . P;t"OP5JSed; .and:: · · 
· JCS subsequently apprave<I, the: us·a. oE a::.. ·TRS.: for::satis.-:- ~ . < . 

faction of Indian Ocean requirements: as~ an.-. additional.: . . . 
mission to normal. collecti.an. ofi:: the. eas:t:::coas.t-:of:Africa:i · ·· 
in· order to relieve the CINCEACF.L.T.: resour.cesi. , , . · · 

G Group nan-can.cu:c:e..d with. th~ proposal:. because "i·.·.-

" ••• G G~~- abj~ctive.s: irr. e::as..t coast: Ait±ca=.ai~~ .. 
unlikely to be met hy· ct p.I.atio.rnr that-: is.:soh.j~~t:. . . · . 

· ta diversion · far ather task~, nor: can::G:-:supp9rt:. 
any platform required to operate: f .urther::-East:. · 

. than. 48 to sa degrees Ras.t ..... di.version:-.estimates: 
are critical ••• es.tirnates. to. d"ate.. app_ear:to:be-: 

(25) G-1174-67, dt_9 20 September· 1967'. "Diversion of. the 
USS BELMONT (AGTR-4) ". ·-. 
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-· far . tao op~ •.•.• any · change in ~ conf£g~:r:a tion 
· and tnis-sian, to: a~omodate the Soviet ~.space:--:.:cO:l.lec-

tion mission. and r.eTated conununications . .:would .bf · . 
. necessity be:: at the: expense of G req~i.:J::ements:.:" (26) .. . ·· 

. : · Whe~ - DIRNSA firs.tproposed use of TRSs ~fdr ;satisfaction 
·of ·Indian Ocean. reqUi:r:ements, the decision ::-.ta :-do· ·so. was 

. based on the fallowinrr: : . ·_ . . .· .·. . : . . • . . . . . . ·. . ·:· . .· 
\ -:.z. • .. ,· .. 

. ·I ·. I . · . .. 

.. "':rt is ·vf$1alized:.tl?-at ·the desi<j~ated~R:s:.:Will . · ··. 
·:maintain norma~ ·COMrn.T collection .operati.orrs-. :in · 
·. operating laca.ti.ons: \vhich would permrt :depl:ciymen t ',:. 

· ·· to ;an opera:tinc_r ·ar.ea: in- the Indian ~.Ocean:-.1 · ·' 

"•\, 

' ·-- .-
. ' 

. . ·. I on:ce the 
· : . . · So.viet ship~ ar.e depl"oyed, . the TRS : would :be. :required : . 

· tO remain ·w'i.thin· 6-T days steaming · .time -:.of :her .on- · · · 
. . . st;atian pa~i.ti.orr .. ·{c:urrently lSS- 60E~. '-~ (2~r _ · · --.. 

··. Sobsequent to: ·the:: time: the. ab~ve prop9sal:: :was_:. mad~ 
.and tb,e first d.l:vers±on· o.cc1:1ired, the optimtli!L-co:l:.Iection . 
position far the. TRS: was.: changed from·· the-:space: -:vehicle 

.. . . 
. . ~. . 

.J 

j 
. ~ 
i 
.I 
; 

. ' .. . l 
. ~ 

) 
J 
1 
' . recovery area ( I5S/6.0E.) to· the · space veh±c:te -::re-:·entry .. 

area · (40S/68E) ,. a:lmas.t: doubling the transit -.d:i:s.tance and 
) 

·. ·. l 

. . . 

· making the seven day· time: period in whicrr:-.ta :reach:- posi- · 
. tioning impassible for 2: of · the 3 ships :: invo-l:'li:ed .:' (i.e. ·· · 
USNS VAL.OEZ and USS: GEORGETOWN) • . . ·. , .. . · 

· As . it . Later wa£ seen, G Groups' s· fe.ars- 'of :extended 
off-s.tation time pr.oved real* :I:n 1967 ; · the ~uss= :BELl-!ONT 
was <Uvert.e.d ta the: rndian· Ocean 18 October:-- -lQ November · 

·_ for q. · tata.l of Z4- days: aff~tation; no · launch: :-oc:cnred. IIi 
1968. the BELMONT was: ag~n· diverted 10 : octohe.r: ~- -27 October . . 
for a . total. of rg: days: o.f£:= station ; na : launch: :-ocC:ured. · 
Between I:Z November and:' mid:-December . 1968,.: .th:e-.:uss- GEORGE- : 
ro~m was diverted· a.f£ station for approxl.matd}t:-30: 'days; . .. . 
all attempts at i:ntel:.cept: of: space vehi~l:e ::r~e-rrtry . were . 
unSUGCesS:fuL~ . . 

r:z6f~.. G-1.308-6a, _·dt.d. L4- August·. l96.8 _, "Nb~-:-.Gc:lhcur.ran:ce of 
: · · : Message Cance:r.ni:ng; TRS~. Utilization~·- ~ . : · - _., ... · ·. · · · 

. (27) ; K47-SS6:-ELS:, .. "Hi:s:s:i:l:e=/Space collection .-P!atf.abn Proposal 11 
• 
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. ·:r;t was · evident from th·ese- thr.ee: e.xperiences that-. 
TRSs, were not sui table for re.-entr.y· co·llec:tion. · The:: ·. 

· 1im~ts of the operating range pr.ohiriLted: arrival of~the.~ 
ship at the re·:-entry po~i.tiorr. everr. from its normal . . -: ~: . ...... . . 
operating track's south.errr mast ti:p:; · the· ships lacked :._, .· :·.·· .·. :- · · 
adequate tele,metry callect±on. [?·adcages: and operators;·· .. _·_ . · .. · --~·
severe degradation -in the · caiie.c:t.iorr. of.· G Group · targ~ts..::' . : . . ·.· . 

. occured as ·the ships ·moved o:u.t. from- the·- coast (in the-: : · · _ .' -.. · 
case of the . oss, GEORGETO\'lN,, the: nu.rilber_· o.f:: electrical~ . ': . . . : · · · ·. -

--- .messages _ contai~i.ng raw· .traffi.c:- on; G G·roup ·_ ~argets ~ . ··.·(--<-,_; ·. :··.,- · 
· _ dropped on· -an aye.rage oa% . c'rfter.: di.:.versi.bn. · . The . numbeJ; ~-- ' -. . ;: 
) ::·· ;_·:of ele,qtri~al messages corr:t::ai.ning- techn:i:cal exchange=>·:.-·. -- .· 
. . · infOrmation on G ' Group tar.ge:.t:.so dl::opped, on an ave rag~ i:, ·. ·_ 

50% ,after · diversion)'; based· orr. p:r.or.ated: costs, everyda~: · . 
· ·of unproductive ,operation. cost $:4-, 400:; .. the·. Indian Ocean:-. . 
. ~as ·a poor env:irorunent far a Iow· powered · ship (i.e~, -·· -· · .· .. 
· VAL~EZ . and GEORGETot>TN) since: c:u.rr~ts: and~ winds which.:. 

·freque'ntly change direction. c:an. se:.ldom· be: used to ' the .:. . · ... · 
·-· .. 'advantage . for transits;- a _cyclone- season exists througq .-. . 

·the 'months of -·December,. ' January· .and:; Febr.uary; and finallY,~ -.:::.: 
.sho.:ttfu_ze .underway requirements: di:Sr.upt: maintenance .:-peri-ads'.: ·'· 
in P,Ort for boilers and enqine:s: alr.eady_ not in -the .. best:. ·. · 
of. tepair. · · -_. ·.. .· 

·On 14 January 1969 ,. If far.wcn:d~:d: a~ revie~., of · the ·-ac~--·-· 
ities · surrounding the sh±pborne:: co-llection effort in:- . · _ · .. 
the Indian ocean to ADP wi.th the,o fb·llowing: recommendati.o.rr:-.: , 

· "·· • .. of t.l-te TRSs onlv the. ·uss: BELHONT:' should be used. to: ·. · 
· support the Soviet indian. Ocean. re..-entry collection requir.e.----: • ·. 

_· ment wh~n -_on-station off the e:ast c'?"as.t ·. of ·Africa." (28): ,- · 

In that same ·month,. the- or.ooosed· ye-arlv schedule '-£dr :· . 
TRSs was drafted. This <!raft pl:ooosed~ the- BELMONT operate:~ ·:· 
off East coa?t Africa irr. response to: G~ and. A/K4 req~irements-...: . · 

In · .response, G GraUf.I ~ted:: 

•rt the BE'LMONT is ci.earerr· fen:: .the:: east~ coast .of.: 
-Africa ••• then A Graup: sho.uid be=-. responsible for _ 

... · the productivity of th~ CI:Ui.sa: anCl any_thing coming: · 
· · . to G Group considered as: i:rtcidemtaL . If. ·the . _ 

BEUtONT goes to east A-fri:.ca:., , mos.ct: of-: the personne.1 ~ · 
· directed to G Group. tasks: arr. the= BELMONT should .· . · 
; be diverted far the duration. of the.- cruise to man~. 
: unmanned positions at Navy· s:t:ati-on·. in-. accordance-:-. 

_~ with a G Group priority· .lis:tincr.· . . " . (29.) 

·-(2S) K-032-68, dtd ~4 Jan. 6.9:,. "c;: GrouP.: memorandum to · AD.E~-,on::-.. 
:. the subject of Ship Diversion· '~ •. 

(29)'G-0105-:-69 dtd 21 Jan 69 ~ "Diversion of Shipborne Coll..: 
:_ ection . Resour~es" .. 
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· · Ob:y.iaus.:I.y; .. nei:t-her::A: Group · nor K47 could.:j~tify: _the 

·, . 

retention. of the:.: BELMONT~ in .-. the : Indian Ocean·,:. and-,:~ the~~ in · ~- · · 
.. liex tlre: baric: prob.lerr!-· involved . in th-e use of- ~RS:s: for ·: -· .·· 

c:alle:ctiarr. o£- Sb.viet/CHICOM missile/space rel.a:te-d.= communi- .· · 
· c:ati.on~ irr. the:- rndi.an·· . Ocean ·~ . TRSs were confi.gure:d:: pri-:- -. , 
mar:i.Iy· for COMINT:: ·collection: and were equipped: with-: any- . · . . ··. -~ 
·where :from _1.:9~22: posi:ion··. ~or:: sa_::i.s~a~tio~ o_~ :C?~NT_- ~equi~~-~ - --: . _

1 

_men:ts.... UH-F./VH:F: shor:t. haul, l~ne ,of s~ght .co.tlec:t:~on .. (the . . 
_ sft.ip:s:' "' P.J:::im~· mi~siorr). was .' not :possible ~rOm: ~the-. optimum . · · _ ···~ 
:. ~ far- . :r:e.4 · collection:;. . ·_ _ . . ·I 
. · The crrJTe-c.ti.Q.n-. P:rohlem:- ag~inst ·. the re-entry:· ~of: a returning · · 

· circ:uml.un-a:z:: vehi:cle.:: was~ not -- fully · identi.fied: :and-. the~·: :.· .. , 
ac:cuz:ences.: we.:I:e:: not-: entirely : ·p~edic~able . .. There£ore:; .·the .. 
IIt:i:.sriO:rr. _ca.uid not he-= jy.stified . solely for .te:leine:try:- ~collection. ' 
TRS's were:: .. s:inrpTy_ · too: large : and :· expensive a :resource:- to ... be · · 
emp:laye:d a-~.t: an·. unde.firi.ed ~. and . fairly er.r.atic:. pr:ob!'em. · 

_...-_ OSNS ~IillEZ:' TEu:METRY.' CAPABILITY . ,~ :~ .. _. ... · . ,.o: · •. ·:· : .. :· . >· 

. Diu.ri:mr the.: :'9:6 8: m.rerhaul._period of the .USNS . YALDEZ.:- in , 
CONUS, i.t was= de.cided :: to: redeploy . the ship· :to: ±he-. east- coast · 

· af Afi::i:.c:a:. to: coudi:rct: a:- collection ·effort ·aga·ins:~ Africa'n 
ta:rqets as: well. as:-= E:sv · and : associated CO"'!INT:si.gna:ls :.. during ·. 
sav±.e.t space: e.vents= possible ~occurring in ·the· "Indian: Ocean·. 

, All.. ·:tfii:s: was; contingent-:up9n~.the ·tech.nicaL ·.capab:Llity- of 
the VALDE.'Z:. . Howe:ver~;. the -:: collection -system :then;:.ins.talled . 

. di<i nat pJ:O..Vi:di::: a: satisfactory_ telemetry collection: capa- · 
hlli~; . 

A minimum acceptabl~ :: collection capabili.ty-. required was . 
d":eveil.<JI?·e:d by· NSA: .. ami: a2 search ·. for .resources :and-. .funds .· was 
bequrr. by · NSAjN&G~. . 

'The: VALDEZ" prep:ared: to : sail ~ to · Africa ·on: :-22: Jailuary 19 69 
ai:rd at that: t:::i..me.= fimds~ for:-the :: p~oposed te-lemEi::I:'y:-~collection_ ... . _. , 
pacKa-ge- had:. yet: to: be-:: identified." . To avoid .f'u:i:-ther: delay · · 

· i.n: dep-~oyme.nt, . in-s±ail.lation:-.of :the :.proposed package ; was 
p:I.anned fin::" a:rr_ overseas:: port;.. However, . while:. -±he.-. ship~ :• 
~. und'e.:.r:way ·. the= proposaL to~ ins. tall a telemetry~·pa_ckage : 
afrcrard the; ship: was:: dropped :: du~ :to : the infe·asibil.ity-: 9f . : 
u.t:i::l.i.zi:rrg; the:: sa:ow,·· ve-sseL.for :: the ·quick reac.ti~±yp~ ~ " : 

. IIT±.ski.on... . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . 

. 'Die: USS:: GEORGETONN. ·was = the :: last · TRS us eel £o.i: :collection . 
af mi.s-rile/spaceo r.elated :: communications in . the .'In:aiim: Ocean·. 

-The; ass BELNONT.-, the : only: · ship -- designated capable~ of: these ·. 
·· ·rir:iiss±.anEr- was.=- d:epl'oy:ed :· to : the -::Mediterranean· ·far: her~1ast · 

mission before deactivation• : · · 

.-., 
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. ~e situation. w:i:.trr. HST.s: that: arose': over ~ scheduling, 
. . 

. brought to light another: di:£fi:cul:ty_~. MSTS: :oersonnel · 
were ·not cl.eared. for STGINT.. Thi.s.: presented :a :probh~m 
because discussions wi:th·. Ms:'Tir con·cernincr the 7 ships had . . . . · ·· 

· to b~ ·W!classifi.e:d.. S:ince: MS.TS: wq.~:: not:.p~ivy_ to: in forma- ·; 
. tion on ·the: shiP.' s &IGINT ope.r.a.tions.:; they: ·lacked ·an : . , · 
appreciation · fori the reoui:rements::: that: necessitated . the ·· 

, ship ·' s departure, from narma::L opera.ting-procedtire ~ This · · 
resu.lted iir ni:Lsundei:s:tandings.:; concernin.g;what::sometimes .. ,. · · · 
appe:ared t6 he: urn::eaS:anable.: requests2 from.- OIF.J..~SA~ Also, 
.in t:;he past, .. certain. a:c:tions: taken-. bY. : MSTS .~resulted in · 
-less) effective- GI"GIN'f op.er:ati:ons.= tha.t:.migl):t :have ~been ·., ·· · · 

· predluded if HSTS haq. adeqJ-late: i.n:formation: on :·.the mission~ · · 

.. . iTo · all~via.te the: p:t:.ob-Iem-,DIRNSA,·-.reeplested:t:hat COMNAV- : . . 
· .. _SECGRtJ · take appropriate: a:ction·. to: obtain:-.SI: clearances for .. · 

a minimal number of p:e.rs:.onnel..f:i:.om.·COMS'l'SLANT-:-including . :~ .. : ·: 
··. per~orinel from .the: spe:ci:a:I. ·operations; office • . (30) .,. ·. · :·:· · .. 

·· 8ST5 suhseq~e:nti~c desi:g-rlated: COHS.TS~ . Cnie£ :'of : staf~, .. · . 
. and 2 special. prajec:ts: personneL as.: recipients :: for . the . · ... . . 
clearances.. ffowe.ver:, . be:£or.e: acti..on- ,.,.as: ~om}?leted on this ... ... 
proposal,. SECDEF"' s memorandUm .. to-:: deactb ate :-. the :TRSs was :· 
published and the:- .reqjli:rement: for:these -:. billets.~was dropjped~ : .. 

. ' . 

. 
.' 'I ' , 

. . . . . . .-

-· · .. ':" 

: . . . . 
: 

: . ; . . . ·. 
:• .' .·· ... 

.... · 

· .. . . 

. . 
• !, 

.. . ·i: · 

.. .. . 
. ... . ·~ . 

. '-· 
.. ·.: .· -:· 

(30.f -DIP-NSA Q8-2.QS4.Z" . .,Tul:.y · 19.69;,, "S.IGINT:-C!earance ~ for MSTS 
Personnel" ... . 
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COURIER PROBLE!-1 IN AFRI~. :·· .. · :.· 
· ... 

· .. 
· I.;n ·February 19691 a r.e:c:.ur.ri4tg:- problem- involving 

the clisposition of caUrie-x:: material:. ·handled~ by_ TRSs 
opera;ting in African. waters= wa£ add.ressed:bT the -co, _· . · · 
Rese~rch Operations .o~tachment,. ·usNS.: VALDEZ: . .· ·· ._::' . 

. ·-·! . ' 

Until . this time.,. . ·wherr. cr .Shi.E arri:ved~ i .n:-.Morobasa 1 · . · . 

· ~eny~, a caurieri from: the re.seaich· dep:artinent::had :· to · · ··· ··: .. 
fly to Nairobi tp d~live::r the:. au.tg·qing: ARFCOS :·material ·· ... ~,. .. , 
to the Am~ric'an Embassy· arrd'. p±ck: up: thei incoming ~ rna t:erial. 
The · problem was a · ma.tter: af securi:ty_ ~. · The~ couriers 
traveled in civilian · clothes: and" carri.e.d :· only_ ·their mili
tary · I .. o .. . and gcvez:nrnen:t: ;ras-spo::t:ts.:. . Oir. demand ~ by local :. 

' military or police . authari.ti.e:s.= to: op_en-. the"; package . the · ... 
. courier would have na chai.ce: but to: comp1y:. . . ·Though the 
Keny~n gcivei:nmen.t was. t:r:adi.tionall:.y_ ·.p-ro:-West-;. the ·, generally 
.unstable conditions ·:thr:aughout Afr.i:c~ made: ·such procedures = 

risky -and revela.tion. o.f some:- ~ensi:tiYe= nr..tterial ~ could · · 
p.rov~ extremely . e.mb.:n:ra~n"CJ. ·to: th~ u~ s::. •. . ··:,. · . . 

. · ~ USN-851 . recornffiende.d tha:t th~ Deoartm~nt-:of:-State 
arrahge -to have the Amertcarr. Embassy · p~o·dde~ courier 
service to meet the shi.p~ on-. arrivaL. in-. M·~mbasa ' or · p;::-ovide : · 
the RSCROPDET w-ith some: kind· of au:thoriz:'!.tion:·which · 
would grant "the detaChment: coru:i:ers~ diplomatic : immunity . 
·for these -~ips.. (:ll) · · · ·· · . 

, . · Liaison with the Pouch. and~ c-ouri.er: · Division, u.s. 
·Department of State · ~vealed' the: fact- that· the courier · 
service is operated from Washi.n~on·. and :- 1s : not ·.subjec_t · · 
to local controls nor ±.£ the sersi.ce= ohliga ted .· to handle · 

· ··ARFCOS or ather Department or D"ef:emse:. cour±ec·material 
-bey0nd the limits af e:si:a.b-.I.i:.she.d:- courier_- routes~ Nairobi, · 
Kenya is a point of en:tt::y· far S:tate:: Dep_a:r;.t;ment :.courier 

·material · and _a reg:ula·r s:tap: orr_ S.tate= Dep:artment :courier . '·· · . · 
. rout:es; there ·is no cr •. s: .. cons:ul:a.te:: 6r:otber::p9st -~in ·· · 
Mambas a. 

I • 

· ' . 

.. .. 

.:_:._.· .·.: 

· · . The cr .s. Emf::ras:sy ±:rr. Na:b:obi::. had:. rt-o: resoo.rces :specifically_:· 
·. allocated for coUrier duties: and: used: its : own :- personnel to. : · 

perform courier functions:.. I::t:: per£ormed:: similar ~· functions ~ 
·. for u.s. naval s.hips ·orr. a .cmu:.te.sy· basis .= when: p~rsonnel 

. were avai.~able. · · 

.- --- ~(31) T-AG-16-9 ser:Ol4. dtd: ll Feb.: 69~1 • "Cotir±er::-Material" • 

. ' . 

· . . ... ' 

·-
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· .Taki.n.q- the ab:a:v~ into:. account-, . Commander NSG prop.qs:.:~ : 
two poss:ibi.e. s:al..ut:ians: to: NSA/ N.IC; and - DIRARFCOS. The . -:. 
Pouch and CoUriEr O.Lvi.:sion·, u.;s.:. . Department of State ::. .. 
·adVised NSCi that i.t co.w.:d·. req11est-:. the:-Ambassador to : • · ._.-· : 
Kenya ta provide. Ie.tte:J::S: of i:dentification for specifi:ed: : ' ·. •· 
couriers of the RSCHO.P.S~ VALDEZ~ . These -letters would :: : . .. . ·: _·:-· · ·· 

.protect the: mater.ia:L anl~~l" and:.. con:fer:· no : diplomatic im--- . . . 
municy . an. the: cauri:.eJ::s: •. . ACidi:tionally~; funds would prohabi.y:.. ~ · . · .. 
·have to be pro:vi.ded: to: co..ve;r_· conunercial _ air . costs betweezc :-. 
Momb~a an.d NafrahL. . · ,. · ·. · · . 

. . ~ . . . . . . . . 

· On the: . ather hand::, . VALDEZ:. cou1a :: disc:::ontinue using-.: ··. ·: . . 
Momhasa as a: _ca:ur.±e:r:: point: whi:le.: continuing to utili"ze: .pqrt : 
faciLities- there:. fo"r Liberty~ · and:·. dock . services. The ,- .. · · ·· 
mate:rial woul..ci he: handled: orrl¥_· througl;l .. African ports :Where:· ~· 

· the State Departmerit:. maintained.:.·f6reign :· missions witlr :TOP: :· . '· 
. SECRjET . CONTROL. .. Offj cers: such·. as~ Aden:·, Mo"g<?-discio; Dar :es:. : . : . ·\., 

Sala:aitt,· . Low:enco. Marq~es:. and: Cap_etown.. . This would res.ul.:t.. :.. ·. , 
· > in· .an uri.desil:ahl.e. ac±c:umula:tiorr. of: sensitive . material ~orr ::-. 

board the ship. ·and. . w<iuld.:. .I:eq'!lire-:. rescheduling procedur.es::~: -~ 
to arrange. for canri·e=r:.- d.i:op~££5:: in:·. p9rts : not normally_ : · · 
tttilized~ Cl2). · · . . 

·. The: addresSEes:: of the= ·memoran.dum- wet:.e ~ asked to connneru:-. :. 
en the prap.aaa~s; wi.:th". r.e.sp_ec:t-:. to: the-:: adeql_?.acy from a ::. · · .· 
standpoint o.f s:e.CJJ..I:..i.ty· and:. the~ feasibility ~ from . an opep:a-:-= ..;· ' 
tional s:tandpain.t.. . ... · · 

.. 

· NSA.,. :then inva:I.ve-d:: irr. rur. on-:-qoing : :review of the world:-: 
w-ide rec:onna:iss-ance:: pi:o.granr, . recommended .:· the problem not: -:_ · . 
·be addresses at that time: •. ( 33) There : were no ships · · 
opezrating off east caa:stA":fri..ca: then .. and . later events . 
involving dea.cti..vat:i.orr. o£ the:: TRSs.: eliminated the problem: .-
·for the moment.. · · · · · · 

If, hrnv-ev.er,. at any· t::i.i:ne: in:-. t_he-: future;. US · Nary -~ · . . 
vesseLs con.duttCL"!q- a;. SIGINT:" mission:-, , op~rate ,off east : • . · .. 
coa9t Afr±.ca,, the QDJb~enr.will..:.have= to : be -:: addresses aga_i!L:-~.· 

.. · ·. · · 

. il2}· N'S'G/G:IO s.e:r:: 0.0.6:1:03:, , dtrl::. 6 ~ May:·J.969 ~-. "Courfer : 
. Material.. fi:::rr RS:CHO.ESDET:: Aboard ::: USNS ..: VALDEZ (T..;.A<r.:-

I.69')' ..... 
(llJ -K-094, Z8I.7ZB-.z:: May- 19:69:, , "MOVEMENT : OF.:- COURIER 

MATERIAL. AT MO,MBASA-. KENYA~' . .. 

.. 

·, . . ..... 

;." .... 
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OOCUMEN'f CONTROL/DESTRUCT/SCUTTLE~ .. - :_.·. 

. :As: a: r.e:S:ul.:.t of: the. PUEBLO incident,: .a :high priority was 
. given. tcr the. insta-llation of improved :'des:truction and scutt-.... 
. lincjt system on-. ships . engaged in sensiti:ve =operations. This : ~ 

. was : ta he a:c:compl:ished : in two phases.:< : I :::- -Interim/II :-
. · ... .. . · ·_ ·.: Lang- Ranqe:.. · 

. . . . . . . : ;_.CNa eS:tabuJshed ·~- th~ .cri t~ria< t:·:be ~me~ ~by · _ the~e sys ~ems · 
ta Ji:u::a.v:ide'. tha~ wi±hin. 30. minutes 7the. :deS:truction process · 

·: 0 • • • 
· ~d he 5:6: t:ar~1· crlong· that effect±::'le·~e:S:tr:uction would be : 

;' c:am~Ie:te:d na matter_ what actions .were.· -:sub.sequently taken; 

. . ·• A's: a hasj~.c: a.dlninis :trative measure- ~nd. :to : keep the volume 
of :clasSified rmi.terial at managable -=lav:eL-~~ each ship was · 
dir~cted ta minimi.ze : equipment and :·da·cument~. holdings prior · . 

. -to each. deploy_ment, by transferring .. :non-:es-s:ential material 
· · - · - ~hare -pri·ar- to: s.ailing~ · · 

I - . . • 

. ReqcEl::.d'i:ng-: the:· prqblem of docunient :control, NSA estab
_lisbed a: ·system- of: maintaining a cCtn:rerrt. inventary on all 
.c:las-s:i:.f.i:ed. material-. ~board each TRS ~ . OPI ~for this project 
wasi Pa4; •.. These: inventories _were --rout:i-rie·L:Y-:revietved and . 
·updated: ?It NSA: -jrior~- to · each cruise ~to:::insure only material 

· . tiat:i±n~nt:to: the:: _ rnissi~n ·was on board.:. 

. ; T'a further· r.educe ' the time and :nurnl:Je~ :of devices re
qUired: fo:i: i:ncindiary_· destruction,-. the·. ,Fl'eat Conunanders in 
Ch±ef beg-an· the: transfer of selected :cl-aSsified publications 
.held by- the ships· to water soluble . pc;tper.::· 

Irr. addi:t:iorr, . CNO~ · authorized . the -;:us..e -:of: .certain existing 
arclina:rrce:. davices: for.· destruction :pnrp.ose:.:. · They were . the · _ . 
.l!l:-3 Ue.st:ruction·. Ki.ts ' permanently ins.ta:l-Ied in the Research /:· 

· Operati..ons: spaces:: of: some ships in :llleta:::l:. bins which also . -
sen;ve- -as ·th·e: normal~ s .torage locat.i:on :-fci:c ~agnetic_ tapes · ~ 
c:ou:t:a±ni:ng- c:lassifi.ed: information;-. : the-. ~BC: M-4 File Des
troyer.s; fm:: use:: in-. classified fileS:t .located. in separate ·· 
c:x:nnpa:ctments: thr.oughout the ship .and::tP.-4·. -:MIA2 and M2Al · . · 
c::rYPta~hic: eq.pipmen.t -. destroyei:s- ~- :~ .. _ .·. .. . · _ . . - : 

Wt.t::tt s::lig_ht: variation, the · TRss· ::wer:e-::e<iuipped with . the · · 
''\rALDRZ Qui::ck-:-F.'ix~ typ_e " sys tern for ;eg.~en±/document 

. deSt:I:uc:t:::La:n _ and:. s.cu t t 1 i ng: _ _ . 

"The:. USNS~ VALDEZ has on boai:d: :deVices to scuttle 
the: ship: and:: to : destruct elect:cmic :devi·ces and docu- . 

-- ··-- ·-- ments=.. Arr electric-ignition and. ::f.i±i:ng ~ethod has 
beerr provided: •. The scuttle pevices- are 14 square 
shaped explosive c?arges which will cause a- -total of 

Te• s•~er~=~:-~- ,_ '"P r:feftriA 
- JL . t.:a ' i'isL:, fi U iL ·v~a? ~ \\. 

. - . 
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. i4 approximately nr" squar.e: hulT penetra tions . .;bed.d.w: 
the waterline in :I compa:r:tments ••. The file .destruct ·: 
~re standard .stock: i.~s ... {s.ocli.urn nitrate) . :· (W· .. ~); ~-. . ... _·.~:. ~ 
The electronic eauipment des.truct devises · · .. · · · ,.; . . ·. -· 
are standard stock i.te..-·ns· · ( thermi t) (MlA2) ~- .. Tile:~ .. :-,·-·-··· :~ ~~-
d.ocumen t and circuit board destroyers are standard :· ·· 
stock · items (sadiunr ni.tr.ate: or. sodium tricalc.i::um.:-· · ·· . 

· · nitrate) (M-3) • -."NWC:· China- Lake·. devised and :·ins:ta:tled· .:· ' 
:a· method to\ e~ec.tr±.carry·· i.gni.te:.., file and .elect:r:oni.c. ·=: .'· 
destruct deVi.ces from a:. central: point within :- the-= · . · · 
~research sp~ces, ~cu:t:t:.re: charges · are fired :· from::out-s:i·de 

-·the research. s:pa:ces: •. · S'cut:tl:e.: firing and . dest1:uct: · · .·. · .·. ·. 
_ignition are ·installe.d separ.ately by standard :.m±ne. -= .. · 
'·safety appliance hl.asting uni.ts •. These are :-battecy- ~ 
.powered and ,,independent af ship .' s : power." {34} . : ·.·• 

. . . . ' •. . . .. · . 

:The destruc~devices; '"ere:- z:epeatedl~ teste,d :: .fo;.:.-effe·c- · 
· tiveness. The sys.tem was. ne.ve.1:.: proven totally . sat±.s.fa:ctory _. 
reg~rding _the 30 minute gear. set: for. destruction;-. ·hoi'lever:; · . · 
·it· was O.etermin~d that i£ a:ll.owed ... to ·fire, after ~· 30 :minutes~ ··· 
the process of r:anfl.agration·. ¥TOul.d. be . too great-_ta :reverse. 

I • . • • • , • . • 

~ : Prior to th-~ deacti.va:tion· of the TRSs , .- no . incident: · .- · 
occured that wa::rcrn.ted the:. us:e: of:: these devices ~ so -to.::date. 
the ' system has ,1ever heerr. tes±eQ.· under actual condft±:ons.~ ·· 

. ' 
. • 

·. .~.·· · . 

·' . ~ . 
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.:.tJ.4) CONSTSLll.NT o:ueraz F'e.br.uar.v 1.969, "Scuttle -:.and: 
·oestruct Report on rnterim-·rnstallation." 
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·-.-.· Repetitive me:chanic:a:=r_ failure-: was , a · problem cornmorr :- · 
to all the Technical. Resear.ch·. Ships-;. ·. The origiaf1l TRS.: . ··· · 
prog:ram called far r.ati:rernent: of~ the ' first ships as ·it : . · 
advanced towards· that time: when· TRS~F were newly · con- - .• ._.. ' ·- ~ 

· · ~tructeq from the: gr.aunct up·, b.ut;. when ·· the time . came ".to::-·. 
·retire .the. USNS j VKGIJE'Z: i:rr. 1:9.64 -~ the··: program had reached:: ·. · :·. 

· a paint where !'und~ were= not: available : for :new constr.uc...--.:·: . .... 
· ~on and s:tronq ~1 fus:tificatiorr. for:-suchori-going construe;.:- .:.. . . · 
ti.oit was . requi.J:ed •. . · ' · .· · · . ;>. . ·. • · ·. ·. · , . · . . · . · · . . . · . ·· ·. 

:Fllll.ds and .jus:t::LEi:.cat:Lon· for~· filrther. ships · were nev.er:: :· 
approved so the: ,arigin~ 6~ ships.~ represented the to.ta:J.::. :. . · . . 

·. resdurce·s of the:·TRS:: pr.oq:rarn- untiL .its : cori.cltision ~ · (The-. ~ . 
VICOTRY ships LIBERTY./BELNONT:' had: a::. life·~ expectancy . of:·: . . · · · . 

.-. 10 y'ears beyond 19.67;- the: .Li:ber±y · ships :OXFORD/GEORGETmVN/ · . .. 
· . · JAMESTOWN had a life; expe.c.tancv_ · o£:: -S:y~ars beyond ·19.6-7:)':-. · . . 

l . . . . . .... . . . . . . -··. 

. . . Thoagh yearly· ave:r.haul's: and._= p·eriodic :upkeep was :tire:~ 
.· · :.·standard . ope.rating- p:r::o·ce.d.Ur.e:, , the: vessels :·and installed: :. 

· .- equipment suffe.J:e-d numer.o.us:: casu~dties : that .can be bla:nuid: :: .· . 
.:_ _· __ primarily an !'ald. ~ge::" factors.: and:· ·the q)robiems . invol.V:e&~: .. 

~- ~. with installaticn. of s:ensiti..ve: e·lec~ronic ~equipment -on: :a .:. 
vessel nat carrs:t:r.uc.te.d· or.i·gin:a:ily · for~ that purpose.: · Foi:: :: · 

· example.: · _,.the USS: GEORGETOWN ·.su£fered :· a :boiler casua~ty:: · · 
. off Venezuela an. Z:S: Ha:r.ch·. ~:GT which:. required lS · day~ · i.n..::. 
port for repairS:;· lo:st p.ump: engine :-14 December 1967' wh:t-l:e:.. :: . 
enroute to the He:d.±te:r::r.anean on·. a- quick reaction miss·ian·;:- ·, .. 
suffered a generator outage: L --26 May 1968;· main engine·'- . 

· disphlement 27 May .- o·G: .rune: 1.968; failure of a fuel.in.-::.-. · · · .
. jec.tion .system in. August 1:.9:681· lost:.SA~Ol position due:-±o: : 

· · . . .a hydraulic pUJTltl fa±lur.e.: 14- ~ 25: August : 19 6 8; experienced= : 
boi:Ier steam main·. damage: IT ..;_·1:0: November :·19 69; and. :had:.: · 
a crank shaft a·amaged: beyond:.· repair:::Decernber 1968 - -HLc · .::_:. · · 
January L9 Ei9- ~ • The: USNs= .HULI,RR_-: lost:. two : genera tors -lL :.-:- - : · · ... 
. 29 ·July 19 Eig: :· suffe-redc a::. main-. engine:.: failure 23 March:_~"="" · :.. .. ,. 
· OS :April .L9 66: \·lh-i..ch. r.equi red". the~ ship:: to : be towed to: ::: . . 
·safety; Last DCGE.-0:4: po.si:.tiorr.due:: to : a :.:. short in the.·::'.· · 
eqqipment with. no: sp·ar.eo parts:: available =-. on .. board 21. :.n~- · · ·: · 
~er - zg: December 19-:G:n:;: and.:: los.t:.a=diesel generatm:: ::-
12 June · Lg.sg •. · 

· The prob-lem carr. be.s:t: be= summed:· up~ by. · a : statement. -from::
Cl:Nc;:LANT. cance.z:ning: the: deJ..:ay:· of:GEDRGETO':A:'N' s last ·pro.'"':-

. . ·posed dep la.yme-nt:: . . ... · ~ : .· 
. . . 

. .. 

· . .. . .. -
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•The exten.t af GEORGETOWN's: engineering pr:oblem:-•.•.. 
'cannot be determined- :fen:· severaL days because .of :'lack :-·. 
of information. an. availability · of: parts for an -ancient.-: 
_power plant which. haS: beerr. o.ut of: production for :many.:-· · 
1yea· rs " ( 35) · . -... · .. --·. ·. ·-· · · · 
~ • • • .. • ;.# ': . • : • 

--·:With every .materia~ ca:s:uaoJ.:ty · the~ .. reliability of : a ~ves:~ ~- _ 
·_ decreased and as the days- aff s:tation . for. repairs : increas-ed ; .: · 
the 'productivity of the SIGINT:' detichment decreased~ . At. --a=. ,.: 
time when TRSs we.re- b:eing- looked· to: as.= resources for :·q-qiclc:-: ·., · . 
reaction and sh~dawing- mis:sians=, ' many .were approaching. ;re-.:- '' :' 

. tir~ment and unanl.e to: sxa:t:i..s::cy· these::- requirements . ~. ' 
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· ~--(3S) CINCLP.NT 051.64.QZ: .Tu:l..y· 19:6.9:, , "USS.: GE.ORGETONN Depla~~- --
, Reco!IU!tendatian." .. · .· 
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SEOCTION ' 6·: 

• . t· 

. DEACTIVATION. OY TEOINICAL:. RE'SEAF.CH .. SHIPS . .-. 

. In JuiY 1.9·6~ ,. OSD: 'becaus-e= of: budgetary linli ta tions.,~ · ... · 
·proposed a reduction ta each-. DOD::: department's · Cryptolci~-c.:: ·:_
Program. ·Each departrnecnt was= asked:. to : submit a plan :bcis:e:d:::' . 

· on a 5% and I.O% prapO:s.ed' . .t:e:di.Ict.i.on-. to ~ indicate from ::.wher.e::-: · 
the cuts waul.d dome. · ·. ·· · · ·. · .-._ · · ... · · .. ··. . · · · · . . ·-

. I •· . . . . .· :· : .· ..... · 

·CNo subsequ~tiy· ·advis:ect DIRNsA.: of:; tho~e . cryptoio.9-l;c.:: .· 
. Prog~ams calisidere.c!. ma·st. expenclible :: and ~ proposed the : ·_- · · 
immediate inac:ti.vati.on. af the:: USNS:~ VALDEZ~ and USNS - ~-1.ULLER:,:::. · .· -: . . 

. . ~ ••• in view of the hi.grr cas:t. and:' diffi.cul ty in protecting-.: ·:_ ': . 
· these . platfa:z:::ms . and due: tcx the:: fact-:· that <the program ·does: i . . 
not _provide sufficient .r:escxw:ces.: for~ adequate upgradi'ng .• ;" . ('35J. ~ 

· . On 18 .Jul.y ,. DIRNSA. fcn:warc:led:· to-· DEPS~CDEF; the progr:arn:. :- . 
adjustments ·for FY7Q b:as·ed: on·. a:.· S~L ·and:· 1 J% reduction . in :. . , 
funds. ·· With the I.a%, .r:e:duc.tion·, lNSA: p,rop..)sed to .retain ~on:ly:·. · 

·.2 . ships · far · deployment in·' SE'A:.. waters ··and ~one for deployment.-: • · 
off Cuba, with a p:crs:sibil.i.ty_· or other:· deployments in .- the·. s ·· . ... 

· futlire i.f priori tie£ clrange::.. ( 3z1l. · · 

The. first ind±.ca::ti.orr. o£ Navy_' s~ actuaL deactfvation :mov:e: ~ . 
· cam~ in August when. CNG , : ·because::: of: reduction in ope.r:ating·. ; 
· funds., initiated some pr.e-i:i.minary · ship-- movements prior ~to:: 

.:· the final despasition. dete:rrni.nati.on:- by ·DEPSEC. The -AGTRS-=.: : . 
. were ·.placed on the ·. Navy I so 70T list-:· .. the : names of the ship~~: 
to be inactivated as a .r:e:S1.irt of:: budget.~ cuts 9-nd the -US~:- . . :. 
GEORGETOWN, unde.rga±ng. upkeep·. prior_· to ~ relief of the :MULLEK,? .. ; 
was ordered to remain. in. por.t: ·until: further notice. · · · ·· 

As a resul.t, CNa advi.:s:e.d: CDMSTS~ tb:a t-.obligation ·to: :co:v:.er:: :: 
. the operations af the VA"LDEZ: and:: MUL.LER.:= .would be \'ri thhe-lrl..:: · · 
effective 1.969- .. · . .... , .... , . ·" •·: · · · 

Estimating that 6:0: day_~ would:·he : necessary to str±p. ~ . 
·the equipment,. ohtai.n. d.l:s.posi:ti.on:-. directions and prepare:- ~ 
the ships for lay· up:,. ·coMSTSLA.."l~ recol!liTlended that CNo· : ... · 
direct the VilLDE:Z,. then:. ope=ra.ting::- off: the .. ~·est c.oast -:of:: : 
Africa, be retunred to: CONUS: imroedfately ~· for deacti-vatirirr.:-~, 

On 2Z August,. CNa· di..I:ec:t:ed:: CINCLANT-:-to · return the-.NALUE:Z::::::: 
and indicated the HULLE.R wo.u..ld.' continue : operating· ofE :Cuba: :. 

-~ "'U!ltil -·early Sep.te.mher be·fo.r:e=- dea.cti vation. ('~~) · 

·( 36) CNO 09 2141Z July 19 69, · "Progr·am Adjustments,_ FY7rJ" • 
.. (37) DIRNSA,. ·ser: N0748, dtd . lB July 69, "Program Adjustments". 

(.38) CNO Z22QS:4:Z: Auqust. I.9~69:,, "Deactivation of USNS .. VALDE.Z:: :-and· :· 
. . II . . 

~IULLER...:_ -•.. -... _·e·-- p··. = -----:::= rA - • I c:::~ ~ - - ._: .· , ..... -~ ... U[>G:::lri . 
AtY i.---ii1!.!L L. ;;_-= U G u ,,. !l © .. ~ 
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Shortly there-crfte.:r::·, DIRNSA-, ·. concerned ··with the potenti-a:.l.: ·. 
loss of shipbarne caoabi:Ii:.tv1 fon.rarded :" a :messaae to CNo· : 
expressing reaction. to: the: rno:ves:: taken- by ·that office· to::- . 
deactivate ·the ships:.. ·These= actions.: were : neither c 'oordih.-:-.-

·a ted . with NSA nar x:epm::te.:ct to: NSA:·. untiL after the fact.-_ . · 

. "1ve ' view· AGTR/TAG: :r:esour:ces~ as : critical 'ta' our.: :· 
.. _overall collection·. capcibili.:ty_~. Recently _ we expressed:: 

· ·. alternative: \racarnmenda:ti:ons: to: SECDEF: ... These include.d: :~ · 
: reduction iri. Se:abcn::.n~ s:J:GINT:" operations. · if the 10% ·.cut-: 
were · tci · be- cirdex:e.d·.. TO: -date~ we: have ' received no de·f:-: ~ 
inite deci.s:iarr. an. the:: altern.ati.Yes.; selected.; •• It: "is..= · 
clear the: TRS p:x:.agx:am u vi±al:. to: us: at-. this time ,fai::: :
sustaining · SIGINT" operations:: ag?tinst-:Cuba,· Southeas:t?-: · · 

... ·· · .: Asia and Ne:di.te.I::t:ane:an·. tar.g~.ts;: at:a~minimum." · (.39.} .· : · 
. . . , • ; . . ... . . : .. . . . . . ... ·.. . · . . ·· .· · .. •. . . . 

In view af the po.s:s-ib-r~ deactiYation .of: the TRSs ,. DIK .:. 
, requested comments- from th~ CINCs~ regarding their positinrr ; . . 

···.· on this matter~ ·· CINCLAN'r .t:e.commended~retention of one. -:: . · 
or more of the- TRSs fen:: use: in·. contingency'_ sup?ort role.! ·, ·. ' · 
CINCPAC recommended· re.tenti:orr .. of:" the: two· TRSs in Southeas±- -:.··. : .· . 
Asia ' because af the±r:_ •rvi±a:l:. role~ in.-.sopporting current·. --, .... 
and future · al.li.ed operations= .. "· ·.·· S.ta.ting· t.l-}at ·he could .. not: 
address nationa:r __ taskincr. of the~ AGTRS; . USCINCEUR advis.ed:: 
that his requi..rL.rments: ffn::· sur.face:o tacticaL reconnaissance:~ 
could best be satisfied" by· o:ther::.means_; . . 

. . . 
JCS then advised· o·sn: (DDR&E:) that: the : military requi.r.e..-~.:. 

ment to retain. three A:G'fKSo as~ p_reviously·_ suggested by · NSK .: ·. 
· ·.· was ·not · of sufficiently· high priority · to·warrant the removaL : 

of ·.the AGTRs from the. Navy · 70 .3~ L1_st·. NSA in a reclama mess--~~

age, again scres:s.ed . 

· .... 

. . 
• ... ·.the minfmu_-rn x:equ.i.l:::ement:is:th'ree:AGTRs-one ship.-: 
t.arg'eted against C'uba:·, one~ or:· two: ships in SEA and . ~ 
one ship far th·e: Hed::i.terr.anean.·: as.: long· as Soviet~ . : 
naval_ ac:tiv±.ty· x:ema:ins= at: a: high·. leveL •• If the Navy-:· .· .· 
70:1 list is ac-cep:te.d:', the;. remaining: assets will consi:s::~ -: 

· of · onl.y d.ire::c:-C--suppm:::t: de.tach'ments.: afloat •.. These ,de:..~
tachments p-crsse:ss; arr. extremely· limited: CO MINT cap a~
bilitT and age.. - des±gne.~fbr:suppprt~ to : the local. 
commander~ n · ( .. 4:a) : 

(39) DIR:-l2.7 ,, 2.5.2.l.l.4Z:: AU<FI.S:t: i:9~9:, , "Seaborne .SIGINT Collecti-on:~ 
P~il.tfarms .. 11 

• • 

. (40) DIR-136, I.ZI24-6Z" SEP: 69:, . "Deacti:vation · of Technica·J:: 
'Research Ships .. ·~ . . . 

·!.,-
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· By mid-September·, Deputy Secr:e.tar.y · af D'efemse - had 
not yet made a . final decision cnncerninrr th~· disoosition 
of the TRSs. In the mean while, CNO p~ceeded· wl th a·e- :··:~ , ... 

·. activation planning. . The USNS VALDEZ. ·was: ordered horne and ~·- .· 
arri:Ved in Norfolk on 18 September ·ta cormnence. · deactivation ~ · 

. and· ·the MULLER departed station 7 Octobe·r.: and proceeded·. .. 
from Port Everglades to Norfolk: ta a:n±ve:: 1.:6·: Oc.tober ._ ... · 

· On 01 October, Deputy Se.cretacy· af n:e£f:mse~ P:ackard · 
· concluded tha.t )"retention of . the 4 AGTRS: irr. the: active . 

I , · • 

. fleet· is not q~fluired to .sati.s:fy· nationaL intelligence · · · 
· ·or rnili tary requirements." . (,41:.}: . :· ·. > · .. · . · · · · : '·. 

·In the interim, · NSA . and DIA had comp-J:.eted' and forwarded · 
to · J'cs· a memorandum containing the. irop:ac.t orr. the. intell-: · 

· -igence ·· cornm\mi ty which -t-rould result from & _de·cision to · ·. · · ·.· 
· deaqti va·te the MULLER.. · . - .- .., - · -· 

· .· · · · .-: .. it'h~ study .had been .-'conciuc!ed :~par~tl.y· with· out . know- ~: 
· ledge of the DEPSEC' s final. decision. on· Ol. .October to de- . 4 

activate the .NOLLER • .. In view ·af his: · decision·, no· further .. 
·. action on the report was coruri.de.rect ne:c:e.ss=ary_ ~. · The first 
enclosure to . the memq was h.woe-ver, · . fm:Warded to· DEPSEC ·as 
additional info.qnation relat;:in.g:- ta the: de-a-c.:tb:atlon of tl1e .· " 

. USNS HULLER. 

·. Once the decision· on finaL disp·CI$±ti:orr. wa:s: firm, 
· schedul~as and guidelip.es far deactivatian . were:- formulated 
for·each vessel~ , 

The USNS VALDEZ arrived in Norfolk r.a: Septrneber _1969. 
The USNS HULLER arri v~d in · Norfo-lk. an. I.6. ·o·c:tober_ and ·. : 

· completed deactivation on za October .I!f69.- •. 

The USS GEORGETm'lN, in part No:rfi::rlk: -~e7. T MAR_· ·19 69 
·complet:ed deactivation on I..9 Decernher 19:69:.. ' · 

·The uss OXFORD and JAl·1E'STOWN. c:Ornme.ri~ed deacti.vation in . . 
Yokosuka, Japan on 4 November~ Siirce: tires:~ two: ships ~ere · ·· 
stricken from the Navy· tedge.r:,, and. the: ahips:~·Ter.e : to · be · · 
stripped : for resale no farma:.I. deac:ti.vat:i.orr.no:.ti.ces ; were 
forwarded." · 

The OSS BELMONT the l.as:t ta commence: Sotripping_, 
:completed deactivation in Ja-nuary 1.9:70: •. 

· .. . ,. 

·- ·(:41) DEPSECDEF Nemo 920425 dtd' OI. Qc:t:ab:er 19:69:, . "Inactivation 
.6f Intelligence Ships.w ~ 

.· · .. 




