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Date

of transcription

________~n January 23, 2004,
Social Security Ac'~c~o~u~n~~mm~~----------~~~~~:=~
~n erv~ewed at
place of emp oym
,
"Y
MEDICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE' OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES (USAMRIID), Fort
Detrick, Frederick, Maryland, work telephone I
I bv
Special Agent I
land Postal Inspector I
I
I
LAffer be~ng adv~sea of the identities of th;
investigators and the purpose of the interview,
provided the
following information:
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J in thel
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Ihas held that position to date.

Iltvestigatioll on

File #
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~O~1~!~2=3~!~2=O~O~4~_at

Frederick, Maryland
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A letter and a sample arrived from Ames, Iowa, in
response tol
Icanvass for B.a. isolates. The sample was not
......,.;:.:..:.a_.oIWG."ued with a name, thus
labeled it IJAmes".
recalled
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co
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I worked with, B.
abori'l tprl wi th .MK

Jl :1"';

v

l\J~,

I

Ion vaccine challenge
studles. All of the collaborative work invol vina vinll pnr nrrr"ln i
were conducted

r
~m~

During thel
lestimated thatD made spore
preparations a total ofl
I times. Fifty milliliter suspensions
of spores were generated ~nd used in lethal dose (LDso) and vaccine
challenge studiesl~
Jgenerated B.a. spore preparations for
each isolate used In the vaccine challenge project. Spores were
grown on Sheep's Blood Agar (SBA) plates, harvest~~~~~~~~~~
water. Phenol was added
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enerated B.a. s ores in th

I
I provided the following description ofr---l
culturing technique: A small amount of original startifig-material
F

1

Iconducted research with virulent

B~

in suitel

I samples were stored in the walk-in
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IVINS stepped
projects. IVINS hel~~~~nm~an~~~~~~~~~~uu~~~~~~
virulent organisms.

samples be
an
f'c===J

~~~n-o-w~~f

lindicated

USAMRII'~D~s-c-~~'e-n~t~i~sts; how~~~__~~~~~~-u~~. .~~~~~

other

incidents or individual
it was not
among USAMRIID research~rs. IYfNS
both worked with the Ames strain of B.a.
did
~--~~--~
outside of USAMRIID
i

~--~--~~--~~----~--~--~--~------~~~~~~--~

1

~----~--~----~~o--r-e~~-g-n--s~h-~~·p-m-e-n~t-s--o~f~B~.-a--.----------------~

had no
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[The USAMRIID Form ll-R shown to~I____~lwas placed in a lA envelope
and submitted to the file.]

was not aware
contact I
recall when thls
times over the years at
their intera
'
lme they

L--=====-____
.
.
,
1_-:--,.__

talked,
lng Wl th
...------...,1 did not recall sending B. a. to any ....
..------1
...-------'--------!..:jl reiterated thatD did not send' Ames to 1
1
1 did not recall receiving requests for Am~e-s~from
""o~t~h-e-r-c-o-u-n-t~r-l~'e-s-o~r foreign scientists.
1
Iprovided the following information regarding
USAMRIID scientists. PERRY MIKESELL conducted genetic studies
the B.a. plasmids. He co~m~~~~~~~-e~~~~~~~-w~~~~
different B.a. isolates.

~~~~------------------------~

may have conducted studies
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and was~e of anyone at USAMRIID who lyophilized virulent
spores.
as 'taken back' whenc:J first learned that DUGWAY
PROVING
(DPG) was making dry B.a. materials. It was
I
I understanding that the dry material was used to develop
detection systems and to enhance defense preparedness against a
biological weapon (BW) attack. The dry material generated by DPG
was very different from the wet aerosols produced at USAMRIID.

i=:J

b6

Nati0l;J: ::

Idid not host foreign scientists or visitors at
USAMRIID
~ USAMRIID.
Dworked with _
~
_ in the.
could not
recall the name of the ~ndividual, but sta e~a ~s from
1
1 and studied
dt lJ IlQj; 11l~ita [c~ej ~y

I

boxes in
were used

I

~~~~recalled

seeing a case
Plastic containers

.

small, plastic
rectang~~~.·. .~~~~

t7C

~__________~~~-9not recall the use of large, plastic containers by
~~__________~~~researchers.c::Jdid

not pay much attention to

storage containers.

I, was _locateq

J

~n

NEL~

Jersey, but

had never visited

"-

I
I did not. recall ever meeting I
I and'
did not know Of!
never had any d ScUSSlolls ana they did not assoclate . 1....__....,-~......
observed an individual, dressed in all black, usiva the :hotocopy
machine at the front of USAMRIID's Buildin 1425. l
Jdid not
recall when this observation occurred.
thou ht that
personc::J observed
1
Iwas working at USAMBIID lflhenl
Ifirst
arrived.!
Idid not attend any ofl
jp.resentat~ons, nor
did c:J participate in scientific discussions wi tli
. ,.
JI
has not been involved in one-on-one or group discuss~ons w~i~th~----"""
I
Iregarding

I

I
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have attended

8
---.;==--_

S9me

~~~----------~

IrnFst Qft~n uses a plain envelope and affixes a
stamp for mailing.
fhas pur~ed pre-franked envelopes from
the post office in Frederick, MD.L-J has never purchased prefranked envelopes from a yendjng macbine I
~ay have prefranked envelopes inl
I
I

I

Ideclined to submit to a voluntary polygraph.

~____~I informed the interviewing Agent and Postal Inspector thatc==J
had researched the proper use of the polygraph on the Internet and
concluded that the FBI's use of the polygraph as a general
screening tool was not appropriate.

D
'

Istated thatc=J had no involvement in the anthrax
mailings.
was totally shocked when the attacks occurred·1
was angry when the FBI's investigation started at USAMRIID.
According tal

I the

investigalion~:~fied

that the researchers

at USAMRIID were not~ofessional.
ould not identify any
individual with .who~ has worked tha
would consider a
possible perpetrator of the anthrax mai lngs.1
Idid not handle
the evidentiary letters 'or powders.c:J did not conduct any analyses
using the evidentiary material.
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was 1nterv1ewe at
adv1sed of the identities of
of the interview,l
I

I

I

the beginning of the interview,
provided a
copy of~__~~~
In order to more clearly
describe
in the
the following
an excer

While working in
and spent most of his time in
~1~~~~lalso had access to sevLe-r-a~l~--------------------~~~~
suites including:

I

Investigation on

I

~1~/~2~9~/~0~4______ at

J

Frederick, Maryland
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I
b6

limmediate supervisor w;=j!=ll
Iworked in building I
I and the hot and cold
side of build~ng I
I. I
I was responsible fori

1

1

I

' 1 . . - - - 1_

_

. - - - -........-="'I---J

_

_

has used rooml
side of bi~~~

_

~~~

everyone

----ItJ-i d

L...-_ _ _ _

meti
advised thati
lan<i~I_ _ _....-~
side of blljldj:g LI.--....J.:.:......J[...._ _ _L:.:..:~i"'=-..:.:...==.......,----~~
I
Jan I~__________~

!

;

I

_- - - - 1

L..-_-:--_...".....'-'v~ S e

in room c:::::J.
specific area within the cooler
know what everyone else kept in
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was limited.
s u r e C j D sa
seen
on~~~__~~
thin s
at

b7C

I
Iwas shown an envelope consistent with t~e ones
used in the anthrax mailings of 2001. e:::::=)advised thatc===pas
never seen or used an envelope like the oneL-Jwas shown.
I
Ihas used Styrofoam containers as well as small
plastic containers slightly larger than a shoe box to transport
items in the laboratory. I
~as never seen or used a
sterilite type box at USAMRIID.
personal or
traveled to
~~~~~

not reca
dvised th

~______~Ifeels that it would have been easy for someone to
remove a select agent from a hot suite. Someone could shower out
with something, put it through a passbox, dunk it out or put it
through an airlock or UV box.
When asked about whether or not individuals pig1yback
into change rooms I
Ireplied 1I0h God yeah. II I
Jhas never
seen someone piggyback into a hot suite.

i
Idoes not specifically knoy anyo;e who has a
grudge against USAMRIID or the Government.
does not know
anyone who tried to or was willing to misuse a se ect agent.
~1______~ldoes not suspect anyone of being involved with the mailing
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of Ba in 2001.
ladvised that occasionally people left
because of a Reduction in Force (RIF) and stated that one woman
used to picket the front gate of USAMRIID because of an RIF.
r__---...,

I

Iwas not impressed withl

I

~______~}felt that they were not safe and Ene1r labs were d1rty.

I

rrecalls seein
lates 'ust sitting out in one of
laboratories used by
here were various laboratory
technicians assigned to
but I
Iwas unable to
pinpoint which technicians
oppy.

I
byl

I described

I in building I

various decontamination procedure's used
lat USAMRIID. I
ladvised that
b6

b2
b7F

is conducted
the followin

and BSL-3 suites.
have worked with
~--~~~~~~~~,~~=-~~~~~~r~~~~~~ BRUCE IVINS/

ldoes not know 1....________.....~

L...-_ _ _.....
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Attached hereto and considered part of this document is
the CV provided by 1
I.
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Number
to
as interviewed b L-~______~
atlvised of the identity of the
the interviewc==J provided the

t e FB I .
interviewing agent and
following information:

1....,-_ _---,.---10

I

Institute of Infect.; 011S
USAMRIID froml

02/09/2004
b6

b7C

United States Army Medical Research
ni

!':'U:>;::U::II=>1:!

(TT.q~MRTID)

I

I

I at USAMRI ID was as al

I
"

b7C

~~

\.

Investigation on

2/02/2004

at J

k57'

181
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Isaid thatc=J didn't work on any projects nor wasD
aware of ~a-n-y--p~rojects involving Bacillus anthracis.

~________~____I~s~t~'ted that [ ] has never used th~~__________~
I
I~as never used any type of culture technique, either
single colony or multiple colony techniques.
I
Ihas no experience, nor ha~ever worked on any
projects involving the drying of Bacillus anthracis.

~1_ _~~lhas never fully characterized a string of anthrax
and has no lnformation about where it would have originated. or if
it was Jhe Ames strain, or if it came from Bruce Ivins orl

I

When asked if I
Icould identify any persons who had
expertise in weaponization techni ues sore roduction or
lyophilizing,c:J responded that
has been working
at USAMRIID for some time and ha
when the
facility develo ed biolo ical wea
er
described as
that
~______~would probably know how to weaponize
how to
~ct spore production.
When asked abro~u~t~__-.~~__~__~____~
~could not say thatc=J was aware if I
had e pertis~~~i~n~~

~:~p~~;;~tt~~t techniWl.S:~:

but had only m1E1
contact/conversati
talk re arding
though
~__~~s~t~ated that,
because

§l2folJ:Sl l2J:folWICti folll folJ: J "cDbi J i zi Dg

1

~

]once wlcn noslgnlIlcant
uring that meeting. I
Ihad heard a lot of
People at USAMRIID, in general, liked
'
andc=J was nice to work with.
possibl had more contact with

When asked ifc==Jcould identify areas of USAMRIID Whic~
had prob~ith bacterial contamination (specifically I
suites) ,~had heard that they had done random testing ln
Buildin~nd allegedly found lose anthrax spores in the
hallway but~was not sure which hallway.
pttempted to point

I
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,On 02022004

out on one of the provided schematics of the buildings where
thought they found the spores.

D

D

When asked irl
I could identify the areas where
routinely worked,c:J pointed out places on the building schematics
where D generally worked during his time at USAMRIID.
rL-_--r~~l......IOwrked if

o

Bu~ld~ng

~

D

had ever used the hot areas of

tha

and that

L..-------,r-"'" does not know w ere room

had never visited the hot
was and c=Jnever needed to

When asked if people piggy-backed in and out of hot areas
at USAMRIID/ I
lassumed that the answer would be yes because
people routinely piggy-backed going in and out of most rooms at
USAR~.
Piggy-backing occurred routinely in areas being worked
in. L-J figured that if people piggy-backed in non hot zone areas
r--lfigured they wouldn't change their habits while going in and out
~the hot zones.
I
Iwas asked how ~one could remove select agents
from hot areas covertly and itL-J could identify anyone who might
have talked about removing select agents or who might try to remove
a select agent out of a hot area. I
lopinion ~hat c=J fel t
that, overall, security was lacking at USAMRIID. ~had never
visited hot areas and
does not remember if anyone talked or
joked about it
felt security was a
joke and that a
e rust-worthiness of
the employees and
felt that anyone could walk out with anything
b6
if they really wanted to. There were no x-ray devices to screen
ingoing or outgoing people or baggage. Once a person is assigned
to USAMRIID they receive a computer controlled access card. The
access cards were not color-coded according to access level.
Often, access cards were lost, borrowed or shared by workers when
they need to go in and out of areas when they didn't have their
card with them.
For example,c==Jheard people offer to lend their
access cards wh~y needed to go out to their car or go to a
snack machine. ~believed that personnel did not take security
measures very ser~ous at USAMRIID. However/ r-lwas not aware of
any theft or attempts to steal select agents:rrDm the hot areas.

L..-_~Iwas not aware of anyone who said they might make a
select agent for use in improper fashion.
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~__~Iwas not aware of any persons with access or ability
to create or handle dangerous biological agents or expressed
hostile attitudes towards any political organizations, the media or
others.
Whenc:Jwas asked if there were personsc=J believed to be
or suspect poss1bly associated with the mailings of the anthrax
lettersc:J could not provide a specific name, butc:Jsaid that if
as to suspect someone of the mailing, for absolutely no reason
could jIJ.stifyc=J wquld say ~ould pick I
identified[
jbecausec::Jhas been wo~r~k~1~n~g~~a~t----------~
IID I
land during the time they were
makin biol 1cal weapons for the us government. I
I believes
that
misses c::Jglory days when c:Jwas creating weapons and
that 1S w
is lIa very bitter and pissed off oldl
I
1S thought of very highl¥ at USAMRIID and
I
~......~d th·...e--r-e---:i-s---'a lot of lIass-ki
. II
lin that regard.
~____~~eard, via rumor mill, that
1S aid approximately
per hour ~ expertise
SAMRIID.
~__~s~t~ated thatc==JdId not spent anytime with
therefore,
does not come to mind as someone who m1ght ave sent the
L.a~n~~r~a~x~ letters.
Imentioned there were I
I
I
~ thatc:J remembered who might have the expertise to~d~o______~
something like the anthrax mailings.c==Jprovided the name I
~__~~(phonetic spelling) as someone who mi ht have the exbp~e~r~t~1~s~e-4~
somethin like the anthrax mailin s.
's aIle edl a
who was
00
c a1n, but
afL.o~n~l~y~~s~e-e~n'---~o~n~c~e~b~e~f~o~r~e~~a~n~d'-n-e~v-e-r--Lh-a~d~~
any direct contact with
All other speakers thatr----lwas
aware of were all from within USAMRIID and they were ~ther
doctors, military officers, or both.

~

T

I

I

I

lis not aware of any people with whomc=:Jworked with
who were lax 1n handling dangerous items or inappropr1ately
interested in agents that could be turned into harmful agents.61__--~
was impressed with the professionalism exhibited by everyonec::J
worked with.
I
Iwas not aware of anyone being involved or interested
in gaining access to anthrax or other biological chemical agents
nor having the means to produce them without a specific need or
responsibility to do so.
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has never smelled bacterial decontamination agents
suite becauseDhas never visited thel
I
.
.

When asked ifc::Jhad ever use~lastic storage containers
such as sterilite boxes for storage ofL-J material at USAMRIID,
1...-_.....1 answer was negative.
When asked if

D

was

Bacillus anthracis or simulan

b7C
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Istated that· all of c:J work was recorded in tab
notebooks~a-n-d~t~hose notebooks can be found in the I
flab
file cabinets.
~.--------~.
I
Ihad never purchased any pre-stamped envelopes nor
didc==Jever use any vending machines in order to purchase prestamped envelopes.
.
I
Ihas never personall~andled any of the anthrax
laced letters or envelopes nor hasL-j conducted any analytical work
on the evidence pertaining to this case.

who~1~__~____~

OSAMRIID.

but only from

I

~----------~~------------~there,
was unaware of how
rL-__--..__...J was paid, if
or
rec~seein
at ue~RIID ~t the rear entrance

I was

I

I

of
Bu~ ing~where
escoFte:r
jfrom the rear of Building
~ the front of Buildingl __ at the time of this visit
~ had a visitor's badge an was esc~he conference
room on the front side of building I
~
as allowed to
technically piggy-back withl
Ibecause
id not have an
access badge in the building, which was why
was escorted
from the back of the bUiltin] to the Fonferenfe room.
With the
exception of the one time
yscorted_
_I
Ineyer saw
I
linside USAMRIID a terL
I
I
I never sawl
Itaking any e~ment out of
USAMRIID or moving equipment to a place whereL-J could use it
unobserved.

~~~Inever observedl
Iwork at USAMRI~~I__----~I
never showed any interest in the anthrax in front of~ I~____~I
only knew tha~
Iwas ~
I
I
lyophilizers.

Inever saw~I________lworking with bacterial cultures or

r----lis unaware ifc::::==J ever removed or borrowed any

equipment~USAMRIID or i~r tried to taint discarded lab

equipment.
cooler,

~ver

room~

sawl
Iwalk near or 190 ilto the walk-in
on the hot side of Building

b7C
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~____~I never askedl
Ifor any isolates, equipment or
access to any USAMRIID locations.
I
or materials.
~____~

I.

Idoes not know where I

Imay have stored samples

~------~

The one da~
may have brought 1

~_ _---II never

Iwas escorted byl
! fori

lat USAMRIID,

~;:::::===:::::;------I

discussedD experiences inl

IWi th

Inever talked aboutr--l decisions withl
Iin front of ~
1...-_ _---1

1

L...-____---II or 1

~--------~__~-r~I.n~e~y~;~rlmade any references tol

L...----:------::---:l1 I

Inever

any issue in front

complained about L.p~o~l'1""l"'"t':"""'l'"i-c....a"!"l--ri-s~s-u--e-s--lor

of~
___~~

I
Idid not have any conversations withl
lin which
L...-~_ _--II mentioned scenarios involving bio-weapons or how to create
them or any ideas about mailing anthrax.
I
I never mentioned ways to avoid forensic detection
in bio-weapons cases to c=J.
I
lis unaware ofLI_ _ _~1 having any connections in New
Jersey or at Princeton.
~____---II never recommended any books to 1...._~

~__~Iis unaware if I
lever visited the Gambrill
Parkrode area.
~----~
~_......Iis unaware w-\th, whom 1
Isocialized or spent
time with at work nor could L-Jidentify any of~1_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _~
1 . . . - . _......1

'left USAMRIID.

is unaware of any of ~1________~lactivities afterD

1
Inever attended an
however, people thatl
Iknows~~------------------------------~
were impressed. I
Iprovided the n~a~m~e~s~____________-r~
as having attended~________________~

I

I

•
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Continuation ofFD·302 of

__=============-______________________

,On

02022004

10 _
, Page ______

since~IL---~~~~------~--~__~--__~1

I

lor

any comments tol
lab out
certain areas or to anthrax.

no one has made
about gl v1ng Daccess to

Istated thatl

I

Istated that I

Idr-~~~~

I

lly remember any conversations that
olitical issues
was involved with.

everL...:-h-a-:d:--w-:i~th L-:-:---:--r....ll........L..-T is unaware of any
funding issues that
handled all the

~__~Iis unaware if I

~ountermeasures

lever discussed forensic
to bio-terrorism scenarios.

~----....L..--~I~i~s~not surT-~~~_ _ _~~---~--~~--~~

I

When

escorted

observed

L1~t~e~m~s~1-n-r~i=========~bag that may have bee~n~----~~----~~~~~-,
powd~red

I
Inever discussed the use of lyophilizer to make
anthrax.

I

I never showed to I

lany materials such as

•
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I

__============~______________________ ,On

r----~IQsaa~j~d~t~b~a~~~~~~r_~ld~j~~ not

02022004

spend mu~h time at

USAMRIID ...._ _ _ _ _ _ _......1 while 1...._----'Jwas assigned to USAMRIID

I

,Page

11
-..:==--_

I

~-~

b7C

Inever discussed with I
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Date of transcriptim

02/03/2004

L-~______~__~~____~__~~__~~~____~~~

was interviewed at
p ace of employment. After being advised of the identity 0 t e
interviewing agents and the nature of the interviewr===Jprovided
the following information:
inl

land al
~__~Iworked at the United States Army Medical ~esearch
of Infectiou~s~~~
from,~I________~~~~__~

;=.;:;:.......;:;..;:;......;t he.!:r-I=-==-=-:-:-::---I Di vis ion
had: var~ous
was also i

Prior tol

I

IUSAMRI ID I
I

.. b7C

la:

landl
USAMRITD
involving I
time on t~h-e--'--o":"t--s-~""d~e--o-;f=----.....I
~~~~-r~~n---~~~~~~~~--~~
~~~_~~~~__________________~and one of the~I______~
"I'"

I
Iwas involved with a Bacillus anthracis (Ba) stu~~~r-~I
that was headed by BRTIC?JVINS_ This study took place in suite
in buildingl
,
Jbnly hadl
Iduties and was~--.....I

b7F

Investigation on
File#

1/3 0 /04

at

IL-_~~~~~________~~~~~~~-------------------I

279A-WF-222936-USAMRIID""279A-BA-C101392' Date dictated

2/3/04
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by __=SA~~__________~_S_A1-__________________J-________________________~
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Continuatill ofFD-302of

--JL__________. J - - - - - - - - - ,

b7C
On

,Page _ _2_ _

1/30104

IresPlnsible for~1____~----~--~~--~~Ion the hot side of
In this case, I
Iwould perform
requested items would be taken to the~~-----------~~ This
was an~-~~-~-~----~---~----~-~,
was not
involve~~~ culturing, growing or harvesting the Ba used in this
study.
ot involved" with any aerosol challenges during
this st
hinks that IVINS used blood agar plates to grow
his Ba.
not know what strain of Ba IVINS used during
his

I with

~______~____~I~a~J~so assisted I

I

L...--_----;:::==:::::;-----I

study.

I andl
Tnls wa~ an aerosol stuay~

a

I

ladvised that the Ames strain of Ba was used
frequentl~y--a~t~U~SAMRIID.
I
Idescribed three ways that carcases/tissue were
moved from various laboratories to the necropsy room or to another
laboratory:
1) A carcass would be placed in formalin for three weeks
and then taken to the Pathology Division. Requested samples would
be taken from the carcass and sent to the appropriate division ..
The rest of the carcase would be placed in a freezer or autoclaved.
2) Unfixed tissue samples would be removed from the
laboratory and sent to the Bacteriology or Virology Division.
3) Tissue would be fixed in gluteraldehyde and sent for
electron microscopy.
Anytime a carcass or tissue .sample left a laboratory, it
would be bagged, decontaminated, bagged again and passed-out of the
laboratory.
l I a d v i s e d that roomD the walk-in-cooler on the
hot side ~dingl
I was used to store animal carcasses.

I

IhrS

heard rumors that:

never met or talked to I

Iwas sperial :Jerations a~

for various government agencies.
about I
Iwork habits or persona

~____~Ihas

II

Iworked

did not hear any rumors
life.

never seen or used a sterilite box at USAMRIID.
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_J-L____________I--_ _ _ _ _ _ _

,

On

1/30/04

,Page _ _3~_

I
Iwas shown an e~vet:dnsistent with the ones used
in the anthrax mailings in 2001.
advised thatc=J has never
seen or used an envelope like the one
was shown.
~does not have any professional associates in New
Jersey. ~ttended a meeting in Newark, New Jerser sornet;1e
prior to September 11, 2001 and I
Iyears ago,~_______~_
visited the New Jersey shore.
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count Number

Division, and
~he .id~ntifjes

of the ~nterv~ew, _

Washington Field Office.
of the interviewing Agents
Iprovided the following

...-----------.1,

I;~

I

from
and held the position of
made handwritten notation~s~o~n~------~~~
USAMRIID was related to anthrax

As

at USAMRIID

ears
bie

Investigation on

__O_2~/O_3~/_O_4____ m~I

______________

- L_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _

File # ~2~7~"*-=-.t:.Uo:-=-'"",,",~~:..::...I.LIOl..l~~"=':::":"~&_ _ _ _ _ _ _ Date dictated
by

SA
SA ~------------------~~
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_J. . .____________. . . . - - - - - - , On

02/03/04

2 __
,Page _ _

I in USAMRIID's
from I
I
worked inl
I in Building
froml
l Laboratory
space was shared by researchers and was assigned based on project
type.

.....-___--IoI__,..-~1 worked

inl

II...-_~~~_-"--t~(b~e::::..;l:...:i;;..::e::..;ved to be Butldinrl

from thel

I

I

b

b7C

Ireceived!! B. a. stocks
I at USAMRIID.I
b7C

I did not recall ever working with B.a. Ames.J

I

I

lused sporulation media to generate spores for
permanent storage of bacterial stocks.~ not recall the
specific type of SPOrllJat;OU roed;a llser.L-jstOCkS were maintained
in a refrigerator in I
For germination of bacteria
from a seed stock,1
would streak a plate and select a colony
following the incubation period. I
Iwas too busy with his own
research proiects to produce B.a. materials for other scientists.

" FD·302a (Rev. 10-6-95)
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b7C

__~==================~___________ ,On 02/03/04

3

,Page _-:....._ _

FoIl
a
USAMRIID protocols and
approvals for the transfer.

~~~

obta~ned

the appropriate

______________~~~~__________________u-__~~~~~~~d

, Volume

The paper

~~e~e~r~m~~~n~a~~~~o~n~o~~~e nucleotide sequence of the PA gene from B.a.

I

and the 5' and 3' flanking sequences. The paper was published after
pad left USAMRIID. L
Idid not parti
te in the h n
on research aspects of the sequencing project.
described
contribution as that of an

BRUCE IVINS developed a halo test to detect recombinant
E. coli using immunolo ical r
.
e provided by
I
I IVINS
t trans~e~r~r~~=n~--~~~~----~~~n~o~rB~a~c~~~r.u~s~~s~u~
was
working at USAMRIID with
had very l~ttle collaborative interaction wit~~------?-~
. Any proposed studies discussed among the three~r-e-m-a-~-n~ed at
the 'talkinq stage' and never developed into functio~inq resr.arch
proj ects .1
J did not receive B. a. materials from IL.
_______.....I!.

S

acement at USAMRIID and continues to work there.
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,Page _____
_

I remained in contact withl
l who is still
L..-e-m-p.lo-,v......'ed at USAMRIID.I
I also collaborated with I

1

The Ames strain was sent to USAMRIID in 1980 or 1981.

knowledge of the Ames ~tt~jD ~as derjved fro~
two sources: scientific discussions with I
.
_and medla
reports on the CABLE NEWS NETWORK (CNN) ~
worked with PA,
B.a. :lasmids and virulent B.a. strains, sue as Ames andl
I
I characterized their interaction as lintel
colla oraElon I , as they often discussed scientific topics.
I

I

I

I

~~.f-,,~1

I
land I
qood relationship .1

I

USAMRIID.

Imet at USAMRIID and they had a
1

I and I

I did not socialize outside of

•

• FD-302a (Rev. 10-6-95)

•

279A-WF-222936-USAMRIID
,'"

Continuation ofFD-302 of

_~~______________________~________ ,on 02/03/04

I never hosted foreian ~ientis't£ ~

I
int

5 __
,Page _ _

tn I

I

r:l

sri pnt;

.~t

I
I was

frnm I

I

Inever lyophilized B.a. and was

I

~n-o~t--a-w-a-r--e--o~f~a-n-y~l-y-o-p~h-l~'l~l~·-z-e~d~B~.-a-.~material at USAMRIID. According

tol
I there was no reason to dry B.a. for storage, as
bacterial spores were sufficiently stable for long-term storage.

I...-_ _ _ _ _ _.....Ihas
never met I
~~~~l~oyment at USAMRIID did not overlap.

land their terms
I knowledge of
.
was aware that I
I was
from~~~~~--~~-....Ihad no relatives or associates ln NEW JERSEY.
recalted traveling to NEW JERSEY I
I to attendc:::J

I

P

~I__~__.I~d~e~~cribed the perimeter security at Fort Detrick
as topnotch.1
! stated that samples could be taken from

•
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,On

--~--------------------~----------

02/03/04

6 __
,Page _ _

USAMRIID if a person was intent on dOin~oi
however,c=J knew of no
one who removed Select Agents covertly.
was not aware of any
persons with access and ability to crea e or andle dangerous
biological agents who expressed hostile attitudes toward any
political organizations, the media, or others. There were no
personsc:Jbelieved to be or suspected of possibly being associated
with the mailings of the anthrax letters.1
Iwas not aware of
anyone with whomc:Jworked who was lax in handllng dangerous items.

~~~~I followed the anthrax investigation through media
reports and publications.c::]referred to the isotopic anaiysis of
the Ames powder and a report that the spores were determined,
within the limits of detection, to be approximately two years old.
~~__~Iindicated that the interpr~tatioij of the data was critical,
The results actually indicated toL
j that the growth media used
to produce the spores was approximately two years oldr--l suggested
two possible interpretations: the stock of Ames from w~ the
spores derived was two years old, or the stock predated the
mailings by many years, but the spores were produced using media
that was two years old.

I

I

IdiS:USS:d th: anthr:x m:ilings with
dur ing a I
I Tw~o~P-O-S-S~l!"'1b-l""e"'"
motives were propose . T e an hrax a tac may have been perpetrated
by someone trying to send a message. The highly purified nature of
the spores I
I that at least one of the persons
involved in producing the material possessed very specialized
skills and knowledge. I
Isurmised from media reports that the
reagents added to weaponize the spores were not ones used in the
US. It was also suggested that a foreign country, such as China,
perpetrated to attack to test the defense and response capabilities
of the US.!
! was skeptical of this proposal, as such an act
would be very risky for any country to take.

I
I was inl
I during the days surrounding the
mailings of the anthrax letters. As documentation ofl
I
whereabouts I
Iprovided a handwritten telephone log, an
employment leave record, and dated email messa es encom assin
dates of septembe~
~ and
rovided a document detalllng the ml~n~u~~~~~--------------~----~
meetin at
~______~____~__~____~~~__~~__~__~__~~~indicated

could also verify
hereabouts during the dates
surrounding the anthrax mailings.

that
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A copy ofl
"Division of Environmental Health and
Safety, Academic Personnel Record of Vacations, Holidays an~____~
Leaves, I
I" su ested that
wo r ked ~I.........Ir--u-s-u-a-=l--s-c-.:"h-e-d-=-u~l:-e--..I----------------.....1 and
0 f
2001, as I
Iwas not noted for t ose days.
I
I used this
ersona.lly trackc:J usage of leave
throughout the
handw~en, office telephone log for
the number
made and received a total of
four calls
. Tree calls were noted as
received or
A copy of an email message, dated I

indicated that

I
Iwas asked to voluntarily submit to a pol~rqrapb
examination re~ing the mailing of the anthrax letters.i~______~
indicated thatL-Jwould think about the request and contact the
Agents within a few days Withe==] decision.
The following
placed in a 1A envelo e
(1 )

(2)

(3 )

(4 )

from

I

have been
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(5 )

(6)

-J-L_____________. . . J - - - - - - - '

On

02/03/04

, Page
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Date of transcription

~~ ~

~~'aate of~b~1~'r~t~h~

02/17/2004

~~~~~

__ __________
__________
~~~~~~~~~__________~' r~~~t~____________~__~
p,hone - number
genr-~~~____~__~~__~
at
being advised of~~~~~
and the nature of the interview, I
following information:
~------~
1

earned I

~------~----~I~f~r·om

I

I College

Idegree in

~I~__~__~~~~~

searcea work1ng at Ft. Detrick in the United States Army Medical
Research Institut
nfectious Diseases (USAMRIID) inc==J as a
~__________~~~~~__~u=n~til
ly had access to the
in bui lding
Inl
Istarted to
vaccinations
r-______________________________________
vaCC1nate ,
~--~~~--~~~~~~------~--~--~~ and ~eqan working in building
worked in theL
suites as well
time
works in any area other than
~--~~--------~was

J

b7C

enges per

I
I has no knowledge of any foreign visiting
scientists at USAMRIID.
L..-_ _ _ _ _ _

~I

never knew 1...____________________.....
. b2
b7E

b7C:

b6

Freder i ck , Maryland
~
, ~t>
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Precedence:
To:

ROUTINE

Date:
Attn:

Washington Field

01/27/2004

Amerithrax 3
SA 11--______---1

b7C

From:
Squad CT-2
Contact: SA~I______________________________~
Approved By:
Drafted By:
Case ID #:
Tit~e:

I

I

~I------------------------~I~

~9A-WF-222936-~"Mrpending) -V,)I\-N\~\}D -Sl.c\
L~~~- 4:S~

AMERITHRAXi
MAJOR CASE 184

Synopsis:
interview

I To

report results of lead set fori

I

IDivision to

~----~

Enclosure(s): Enclosed for washingtop Field are one (1) copy and
one (1) original FD-302 for the interview ofl
and one (1) FD-S40 envelope containing the original notes of the
interview and floor plans of USAMRIID used in the interview.
Details:

On 1/26/2004 1

1.nformat1.on

~_________F_r~om

I

ot
ent and e

c:=J

through~__~________~w~o~r~k~e~d~a~t~u~S~AM~R~I~I~D~/__~
Div1.s1.on, building
b7C

the non-virulent Bacillus Anthracis
~~il]~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~iU~~~~~~~~from
now
e oca 1.on 0
used to ~tore the Bac~llus Anthracis ~amples. I
~------~
grow Bac1.llus Anthrac1.s samples at USAMRIID
1412.

~

did not ponduct research inside of building
~id not go into the hot areas of building 1412.

To:
Re:

Washin~ton

•

Field From: ~I~
279A-WF-222936, 01/27/2004

kn~w who I

•

I was 1
1
Iwas not a member
rl-----,...1--':::P~l-e-a-s-e-r-e-:Of""'e-r.J to the enc 1 osed FD -~3"'!:'0~2--"f""'(j-r--"f""u-r~t"'Jl"h-e-r--dll""e-:'t-a-iI""01;-s--o-f""'"
the interview.
1

d j d not

______~
ofl

1

2

I

To:
Re:

•

Washington Field From: I
279A-WF-222936, 01/27/20~oT4----~

LEAD (s) :

Set Lead 1:

(Info)

WASHINGTON FIELD
AT WASHINGTON, D.C.

Read and Clear

••

3

•
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01/27/2004

Date of transcription

born
securlt

b6

number
was ln erVlewe

orne
lace

a

After
interviewing agents and the
provided the following

~~_o_f
__~the

Since

States Army Medical Research Institute of Infectious
Disease (USAMRIID) Fort Detrick Marvland. Froml
I
I tal

IrecAivAn

I

I

I wor.K:.ea

;::)1

ln bUlldlna I

IDi v; 1=1; em

I

I Starting in I
I for approximatelYI
I conducted research on Non-Virulent forms of Baclllus
Anthracis.

I

I

r

I<,,~

I

b6
b7C

~

Investigation on

1/26/2004
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~l-- \~"'\\

File #
by

279A-WF-222936 ..
SA
SA

I

,---xu.
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t7C

__~____________________~____________ ,On 1/26/2004

I was assigned I

While at USAMRIIDJ

:;~e

-=-___

,Page __

e tr~zer. I

BaC; I I J]S Antbraci S samp I s ina

________ ______
e under
S' department would grow
~~-:--~~--~~----~----~--~~--~--~'did not assist with the

~

______________________________________

~

~

~wor

Upon completion of each laboratory work
day,
iEstroye~
Bacillus Anthracis samples utilizing
the autocla';'"e:could not ~dentify other researchers at
USAMRIID utlllzlng BaclI us Anthracls.

III

could not identify the strain of Bacillus
used for research.
did not use modified G
wi th the medi a. F::.......;:~--------...,

L..--':--o-r-u-::l~a~t-l':""'o-n---m-e-:d:-:i~a--a-n-d-=--w-a-s--u-n-f::-a-m--:-i":"l'"'!"i""'ar

utilized single colony culture techniques.

After
add
antibiotics diluted in a liquid at a specific concentration. The
culture would be monitored for growth or reaction to the
antibiotics. Different types and quantities of antibiotics were
mixed and added to the Bacillus Anthracis cultures.
Typically,
the samples were completed in a four to six hour time period.
After the test results were recorded, all samples were destroyed
the' saffie day by , a u t o c l a v e . , "
"
'
, ,

L..-r-e--c-e~l-v~l-n~g the Bacillus Anthracis samples

I

I

,I

has not participated or use
for Bacillus Anthracis or any other organism.

1would

l

drying techniques
has not utilized
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__~____~~~~~~~__L -____________ ,On

1/26/2004

,Page _-,3=--_

a lyophilizer.1
Ihas no experience or training in
laboratory drYlng techniques.!
!was unable to provide names
of anyone with experience using a lyophilizer or drying techniques.
~~______~!was not familiar with the location of stored samples of
dried Bacillus Anthracis.
___-:--_ _~I was unclear if the Bacillus ~thracisr--l used
for research was fully characterized. ~
Jbelieves~
Bacillus Anthracis was most likel ful
characterized, since it
was identified as a
unfamiliar with the~o~r~l-g~l-n-s--~~~~~--~--~~~--~------~ln her
I
I The samples were
Ivins.
I
" I was familiar with one person,
~t with ex ertise in
~of

books on

materials and

t~e--s-u~J~e-c~t-.--------~

~________~Ihad no first hand knowledge of bacterial
contamination at USAMRIID. Howevertc==J read in a research paper
of one incident of bacterial contamination at USAMRIID. The paper
indicated a visiting scientist died at USAMRIID as a result of
exposure tol
I
.

D

I
assigned office

worked in bUildingD at USAMRIID.
was
in the staff area adjacent to the
n ucted ~earch in laboratory
L-------~~~--~~----------~~DiViSiO~.~ could not recall the
~~""""'a""-o-r--a-:"t-o-r-ll e S .I
I '11 t 3 1 ed bar h I evel I I and
space within th~
_Division .
J ;.

.-----------,

r-________~~~~~~did not conduct research

o to buildingr--l only to

~----------~~~~~has not been tn-Erle hot are~a--s--o~~U-l~~l--n-g~----~
,....-......,I:"a::::-s::::--n=or-~e:-:e:'::n::-!:in the walk-in cooler, room D o f building

does not know what is stored in room I
I was not aware
anyone IIpiggy-backingll into hot areas at USAMRIID. I
I was
unable to provide information on visiting scientists inside the hot
areas t sincec::J had not been in the hot areas.

I

I was

fxo!r1. the hat t7ont=. "

'Tf'

unaware of anyone removing select agent$
aorn,:.o7'"'i':'

\~::',,··d"'~d

'bo ~ "',.-.:::amo'1;Q

'.0.::.1'0,-;1--

:.g01'ts "~.r""-""'~n'

the hot zonetl~ -"'--I id~';tifi~d-~thr~; p~;~ible '"'~;th;d; t~ r~~~:;~
the agents from the hot zone. First, someone could pass the select
agent through the II Pass BOXII. The II'Pass Box" is utilized to pass
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laboratory notebooks from the hot zone to the clean zone. The
notebook inside the hot zone is placed inside the box. The box
door is closed and UV lights inside the box are turned on. After
the uv treatment, the notebook is removed from the box on the clean
side. Second r someone could carry the select agent through the
decontamination shower. After showering, the individual could hide
the select agent material in their street cloths before exiting the
decontamination area. Third r an individual could place the select
agent inside the'autoclave from the hot zone. A person could place
a select agent inside the autoclave, but not turn it on. Once
through the decontamination shower r the person could open the
autoclave on the clean side and remove the select agent.

~
~I was unaware of anyone indicating they might make
a select agent for use in some improper fashion. r---lwas unaware
of anyone with access and the ability to create o~le dangerous
biological agents r which expressed hostile attitudes toward any
political organization r the media or others. I
I was not aware of
any persons believed to be or suspected of possi~eing
associated with the mailings of anthrax letters. ~ could not
identify anyonec:J has worked with that was lax in handling
dangerous items or inappropriately interested in agents that could
be turned into harmful agents.

______

______

~
~I was not aware of anyone at USAMRIID interested
in gaintng jccess to anthrax or any other biological or chemical
agents.
has no ideas on how to prepare dried Bacillus
Anthracls and send it through the mail.!
! is unaware of anyone
which expressed a Spefjal jnterest in being able to get around
forensic techniques, _
! has no ties or associates with ties
to the Trenton, New Jersey or other areas of New JjrseY'1
I
wasl
lat the time of the anthrax mailings.
has no
knowledge of anyone traveling to New Jersey during September or
October of 2001.

r

The I
I laboratory maintained basic
standard operating procedures (SOP) for decontamination of
laboratory work areas. The SOP for basic decontamination of Level
II and III laboratories were similar. The SOP directed workers to
use a ten percent bleach solution to clean surfaces. Also, workers
were directed to turn on ~~ light sources on the room ceiling and
insid~ the hoods'. " "
"
. ..
<

I

-

"

'"

•

lindicated~raformaldehyde or glutaraldehyder
fumigation were not used inL--Jarea at USAMRIID. However)

I

b7C

..

•

"'.
FD-302a (Rev. 10-6-95)

•

279A-WF-222936

Continuation ofFD-302 of

-JL____________- - - . J I - - - - - - ,

On

1/26/2004

,Page_--=:..._ _

observed on several occasions small areas sealed off inside
building 1425. The sealed off areas were marked with warning signs
indicating fumigation was taking place.
Typlcall~, t?,e fumigation
of laboratory areas was conducted on Fridays.
was not
sure if the virology areas were ever fumigated, as
did not go
into the virology area.
'

I
lutilized glass or metal containers at USAMRIID.
not recali using or observing plastic storage containers,
Dsuchdoes
as sterilite boxes, at USAMRIID.
was not aware of an'i-'-~=";~~
record research conducted at USAMRIID.
I
Iresearch in laboratory notebooks. r--~~~~
notebooks into the laboratory librarian.

I

I

,
,has not purchased or USjd ~ri-stamped envelopes
like the ones used in the anthrax mailings.
has no knowledge
of pre-stamped envelopes being available or for sale at USAMRIID.
However, the pre-stamped envelopes may have been sold at the U.S.
Post Office on the grounds of USAMRIID.

I

I

did not handle any of the anthrax-laced letters
sent to USAMRIID.I
Ihas not conducted analytical work on the
evidence in the anthrax investigation.
not know who I
II was I
not recall obser~ngl
I at USAMRIID
,..::o;:;.:r::.....;e:.::.l=s.:;;:e~w-=-h:;.:;e::.::r;:..:eo:..:....l.L...-_ _ _ _-'-1""'·n=d.,.i..:.::.ca ted c::::J was not a member of the
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If never interviewed:
Obtain details on/education, specializations, nature of
work at each laboratory of employment; details on work
with biological organisms (particularly Bacillus
anthracis (Ba)).

1.

Answer: Covered above. I4
Ihas never worked with
any yirulent form of Ba. 1------.l..:.:i1 has worked with
the Sterns(vaccine) strain of Ba during the normal
course ofe==] immunization duties.
Determine whether any work with Ba was on the living
organism or only with components such as toxin, DNA, etc.

2.

Answer: I
I has never worked with any virulent
strain of anthrax, only the vaccine strain used for
immunizing USAMRIID employees.
Obtain details on all projectsinvo~ving Ba including
identification of contracts, subcontractors, lab
assistants, whether the work involved spores or just
vegetative cells, strains used, specifically how the Ba
was grown, storage technique and all storage locations,
distribution to any other researchers.

3.

Answer: Although ~I~____~~Ihas nev·~~'~r~~'kad~_onon_aatnalV~~
science driven proiects involvinq Bal
I
agreed to identify..~·I______________~IDivision
I

4.

-';1

I

Have you ever used 'the modified G sporulation media?
When, on what organism and strain, where was'it stored?
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l

Answer:l
has never worked with any form of
anthrax created using modified G sporulation media.
5.

What type of culture technique did you use? Was it
single cOlony or multiple colony culture technique?
you used both, wha~ time-frames did you use each?
AnswerJ

6.

If

Ihas never cultured any form of Ba.

Identify any work involving the drying of Ba. Was a
lyophilizer used? What was the specific technique? Are
any samples of dried Ba S'till maintained? Were high
resolution images collected?
Answer: I
I has never dried any form of Ba and
has never used ~ lyophilizer.

7.

Were the strains used fully characterized? Where 'did
they originate, and where have they been disseminated? If
the strat'n was Ames, did it come from Bruce Ivins orl

1 _ ·

~--~

Answer:1
Ihas never worked with any form of
virulent anthrax(characterized or uncharacterized) .
8.

Identify any persons who have expertise in weaponization
techniques, spore production, lyophilizing. Is there
anyone else we should talk to about the above issues?
Answer:1
Idoes not know of any individuals with
the above listed expertise.

9.

Identify any areas of USAMRIID which had problems with
bacterial contamination, particularly I
I suites.
Answer:!
Inever heard about any iss~es of
bacterial cross contamination in any area of USAMRIID but
did note that in 1999
la USAMRIID employee,
had an accidental nee Ie st~ck and may have been exposed
to a virulent strain of anthrax. I
I

J
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Identify the areas routinely used by the employee (use
floor plans) .

10.

Answer: I
I snent almost all ofr
ltime while at
USAMRIID in Buildinql
I rooms I
I
I
I remembers oOJ.nq J.nto BuildJ.nql
r

I
11.

I
Determine if the person used the hot areas of building
I used? Who was
~ved using the walk-in cooler? Do you know what was
stored there?

r-----l Was the walk-in cooler/ room I

Answer: I
I djd not COJduct work in the hot areas
of buildingl
_was unTware ~f the
existence of a walk-in cooler in room
12.

Did people IIpiggy-backll in and out of the hot areas at
USAMRIID? Were visiting scientists taken into the hot
areas by USAMRIID researchers?
Answer: I
Istated thatD cannot remember ever'
witnessing anyone "piggybacking II into the BL3 area at
USAMRIID/ but did remember individuals II piggybacking II in
the general access doors of Building 1425.

13.

How could someone remove Select Agents from the hot areas
covertly? Identify any individuals who attempted this.
Answer:1
Ibelieves the person would nee~ to ,
conceal the sample of select agent in clothing in order
to ~ke it out 5f the BL3 area. After leaving the BL3
are~
_ did not know how the person would remove
the sample from the'building.

14.

Are you. aware of anyone who said they might make a Select
Agent for use in some improper fashion?

I

An$wer:1
could not identify anyone who said
they miq~~h~t-m-a~k-e~a~s~elect agent for subversive reasons.
~__________~I did recall the FBI arresting several

•

FD-302a (Rev. 10-6-95)

..

279A-WF-222936-USAMRIID

Continuation ofFD-302 of

,On

--~----------------------------~--------

02/27/2004

5

veterinary technicians in 1998 for manufacturing drugs
'using USAMRIID equipment and raw materials.
15.

Are you aware of any persons with the access and ability
to create or handle dangerous biological agents who
expressed hostile attitudes toward any political
organization, the, media, or others?
Answer: No

16.

Are there any persons you believe to be or suspect of
possibly being associated with the mailings of the
anthrax letters? Who and why?
Answer: No

17.

Are there any people with whom you have worked who were
lax in handling dangerous items or inappropriately
interested in agents that could be turned into harmful
agents?
Answer: No

18.

Was there anyone at USAMRIID who was rumored to be
interested in gaining access to anthrax or any other
biological or chemical agents or the means to produce
them without a specific need or ,responsibility to do so?
Answer: No

19.

How would you go about preparing dried Ba and sending it
through the mail?

!

-Answer: I
had no idea of how someone would
prepare dr1ed Ba an send it through the mail.
Are you aware of anyone who expressed a special interest
in being able to get around forensic techniques?
Answer: No
21.

Do you or any of your associates have any personal or
professional association with Trenton, New Jersey,
Princeton or other areas of New Jersey?

•
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Answer: No
22.

Did you or any of your associates travel to New Jersey in
September or October 2001? 'Do you recall where you were
during that time period?
Answer: NO.~
d e s not believe I I has ever
been in NIT ~members dri vi~o
I
I
I in
lof
but does not recal traveling
through New Jersey.

f

23.

Are there SOPs for decontamination of Class II and Class
III biosafety cabinets in your work areas? What are
they?
Answer: I
I remembers an SOP t~ad been
established for decontamination of the~suites after a
11 hot 11
ipdivjdlJa] had beep recovered apd moved tj USAMRIID
by the I
_never .
used this SOP and stated that it was only to be
instituted if a lIhot ll person was quarantined and removed
from thec===Jsuites.

24.

Has paraformaldehyde or glutaraldehyde fumigation been
employed in the I
I areas? When?

Answer:~I______~~as no knowledge of this process.
25.

Have you ever smelled bacterial decontamination agents in
thel
t suites?
Answer: I
Ihas never smelled bleach, a common
bacterial decontamination chemical, at USAMRIID but does
remember a distinct decontamination smell routinely
coming from a specific area where lab stUd~ monk~s were
being disposed of in an incinerator. I
_
also
remembers the smell coming from the labs were th8 monkey
related research had taken place and were subsequently
being cleaned and decontaminated. I
I stated the
s~ell remindedll'of, lIfresh green beans ~n summer
t~mell.
L-.J

26.

Have you ever used 'plastic storage containers, such as
sterilite boxes, for storage of your materials at
USAMRIID? If so, how, where and when were they
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purchased? By whom? Did you ever notice any such
storage boxes missing?
Answer:1
I remembers using thick clear plastic
boxes that were approximately 8 II X 12 II X 6 11 • 11..:-_ _'\""'!"":--_ _.....
remembers that the boxes had metal safety locks with
rubber gaskets that created an air tight seal.
27.

Are you aware of any work being conducted with Ba or its
simulants which was unofficial or not recorded?
Answer: No

28.

Was all of your work recorded in lab notebooks?
are they stored?

I

Where

I

Answer:
stated that before the mid 1990s all
of the USAMRIID immunization records were exhaustively
documented by employees in lab books. After the mid
1990s USAMRIID switched to and now uses a computerized
immunization record keeping system that now tracks all
immunization records.
29.

Did you ever purchase pre-stamped envelopes like the ones
used in the mailings for your own use or, for anyone else?
If so, did you ever give them to anyone else? Where were
the envelopes stored?
Answer: No

30.

Did you ever use any of the vending machines in Frederick
to purchase pre-stamped envelopes? If so, which machine
and when?
Answer: No

31.

Did you personally handle any of the anthrax-laced
letters or envelopes? If so, when, what rooms, who else
was present?
Answer: No

32.

Did you do any analytical work on the evidence in this
case? Get details.

"--________ ~ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____l
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Answer: No
Questions regarding

I

~--~========~

1.

d~y"-o;;;.,u.;;;,,.-k;.;;.n;.;,;,;,,;,.ow~w~h..;.o....I _ _"""1-_ _ _--.J was prior to

rD;;..;1;;;.,'

----I

1 - 1_ _ _ _

·1

Answer: Yes
2.

Do you recall ever seein~in USAMRIID? If so, what
parts of which building did you see c:=J in?
Answer: 1
1would routinely see 1
1whenD
I
Iwork area(previously
identified) for immunization against a 1rrriety of select
agents. I
Istated that 1
. would routinely
into immunization com liance roblems due, to the fact
-rranting and raving
non compliance issues.
that once an employee became non
immediate supervisor was notified.

~~____r-__~__

far behind that
department had
access
~i-n~t-o~·t~h~e-T~-_-~-~~~~_·~~ turned off during the~I~~----------~
Soon after
access badge was turned

3.

~D~O~y~o~u~r~e~c~a=l=l~s~e~e~i=n~g~I====~~1

inside USAMRIID afterl-I_ _ _~
If so, was n escorted? What
kind of badge was
wearing and usi~ When did you see
1....-_--11 Where did'--'--g-'o inside USAMRIID?

•
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in I
activities after that

I

Did you ever letl
1 "piggy-back" into any areas with
you? What areas and when?

4.

Answer: No
Did you ever see I
I .taking any equipment to a place
wherec:J could use it unobserved?

5.

Answer: No

I work with at USAMRIID?

What didl

6.

Answer: 1
Iwas not sure exactly what I
Idid
at USAMRI ID. I
I knows that I
I wL.a.- s- a---'
I and did a lot Of SoC; alizing. I
I
~a-l-w-a-y-s-r~emembers seeingl
I in the hallways with a
cup of coffee in
hand talking to other people.

D

Did you ever see 1..._ _ _.....1 working with bacterial culture,s
or lyophilizers?

7.

Answer: No

I

I

Did
ever remove or borrow any equipme'nt from
USAMRIID? DidD ever try to obtain discarded lab
equipment?

8.

Answer: I
Iwas not aware of any equipment
related issues surrounding 1
1
9;

Did you ever seel

I near fhe walk-in cooler, room

~_. . I. in the hot side of ....
I __

---I.

I

I
10.

Answer!
I on I

Istated

thatDwas only in building

I occasions to[

Idid

not sp'ecifically
remember any walk in cooler in building I
I

Didl
lever ask you for any isolates, equipment, or
access to any USAMRIID locations?

I
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Answer: No
11.

Do you know wherd~______~lstored samples and materials?
Answer: No

12.

I

I

Are Waware of any samples
may have brought
with
from prior research or employment? What were
they.
Answer: No

. 13.

D i d ! ! ever discussDxperiences in 1...._ _ _ _ _....

Det~

Answer: N0f~t~h~a~t~I______~lr.e~m~e~mb~e~rws~.I--I--_____~I~w~a~~
aware that_
J
14.

Didl
orl

!talk aboutD discussions w.ithl
I Details?
1--------------'

I

Answer: 1
1 does not know who
are and has never heard of either person.

I or I

I------~

make any references to killing people?

15.

Answer: No
16.

Do you recall I
complaining about any political
issues or other issues, particularly involving senators
or media personnel?
Answer: No

17.

I

Were there -any conversations in whichl
mentioned
scenarios involving bioweapons and how to create them?
Didc::Jever mentio~ the idea of mailing anthrax?
Answer: No
Didl
l ever mention ways to avoid forensic detection
in bioweapons cases?
Answer: No

•
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any connections in New Jersey?

"Answer: No
20.

Did~1____~ ever recommend any books to you as good books
to read?

What were they?

Do you still have them?

Answer: No
21.

~uarea?
know if 1...._ _ _...1 ever visited thel
~

1--_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.....

I-----------,

Answer:1
Ihas never heard of ....
and did not know the location of 1....____________________---1
22.

Do you know with whom I
I socialized' or spent time
with at work? Can you i'dentify any of I....__________________. . .
Ir:membersl
I spending time with
1 while at USAMRIID.
does not know who I
I socialized with outslde work
but remembers that!
!who
Ithinksl
1
was also employed at USAMRIID.

Answer·1

I

23.

I

What, if anything, do you know about 1....________...1 activities
afterD left USAMRIID?

Answe~

Ihas no idea of whatl
afterc==Jleft USAMRIID.

L...-_ _ _ _

24.

I

~

was doing

Did you ever attend any presentations given bY~I________~
Do you recall any controversial issues being discussed?
Answer: No

25 .

I has anyone made
any comments to you aboutc::J or about having given I
aCgess to certain areas or to Ba?
~--~
Answer; No

•
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Is there anything we have not asked you that you could
tell us which could be related to the anthrax letter
mailings?

26,

Answer: No

I then

went on to say that!! does not believe

~t~h~a~t~I~----~~ had anything to do wit~mailing of the

I could

anthrax letters and does not believel
anyone.

kill

If interviewee hosted foreign visiting scientists:

I

I stated thatD never hosted a foreign
visiting scientist while employed at U~AMRIID
Therefore
the listed questions were not asked ofl
~------------~

I member:

If interviewee was ani
1.

~D~j~d~I~____~-wsp~e~n~d~t~j~m~e~wwj~t~b~thd
~I

________________~I

Answer:1

I

What conversations do you remember having wit~~________~

2.

3,

~----------------~

I

Were you aware of any political issues I~~r-----~--~
IwhJ.ch II...-____~ was
involved J.n?
Answer: No

--_._----------
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4.

Answer: I

J

Inever attended I

~------------------------~I

~------------~

5.

Answer: No
6.

Answer: No
7.

Answer: No
8.

Answer: No
9.

L . . . - - - -_

Answer: No
10.

Answer: No
11.

_

-----II
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resides at
hone
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interviewed,
Resident Agen~c=y~o~f-t~h~e~Fn-E~D~E~RA~L~B~U~R~E~A~U~O~F~I~NV~E~~~~~--~~
being advised of the identity of the interviewing Agent and
:r;ature o~ the interview, I
Iprovided the following
lnformatlon:

laboratory at USAMRIID,
1
no
anthracls B~__L -____~~ was tralne to work with BA, but was never
required to.
was aware that "tons of BA samples" came in
after September 11, 2001; however,c::Jnever handled any of them.

I

Inever used the modified G spo~ulation media .

.. ~
Idid not grow active cultures and, therefore, did
not use any culture techniques.
When asked if the strains of BA used were fully
I said thatc:Jdiq~not know and again
reiterated thacr==Jiever worked with BA.· .,. .
characterized/~

I

I did

I

I

~======~.

not know

BRUC~IVINS·I
,
~.--------------~

stated that most of the professors who worked at
USAMRIID have expertise in weaponization tech1~mles spore
production, and lyophilizing. I
Ilisted.
~--------------<~~

Investigation on
File #
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personally knew who had expertise in weaponization techniques and
spore production of BA.
of the floor plans for buildings
1425 and 1412 of
r::-::::.......;~~...::;identified the 1....---::---'1-1.;,; a; ; .re.; ;. a; ;,.;,. . ,
located on the
oor plan,
the area wherelL--_~
worked. When asked to identify any ar
USAMRIID which had
__~~blems with bacterial contamination,
stated the only ones
was aware of would have taken lace
said

~~~~_~~~-~r-~-------~-r~~~r used the hot areas 0

building 1412 and

was never on the

floor.

I
Isai~t people did piggyback in and out of some
areas at USAMRIID, butL--Jhad no knowledge about the hot areas.
I
I was surprised at how easy it was to get in and out of the
buildin
I
I believes the facility is "not that secure II •
1
said that people who are cross training between virology
and bacteriology had access to both areas and the security soldiers
had access to everywhere.

.
r

When asked how someone could remove select agents from
the hot areas covertly,l
I saidc:::J had never been in the labs,
butc:J thought it would be easy and that people could possibly
pipette it into a tube. I
I is not aware of any 1ndividuals
who attempted this.
L - -_ _ _~Iis
not aware of anyone who said they might make a
select agent for use in some improper fashion.

is not aware of anyone with the access and
ability to create or handle dangerous biological agents, who
expressed hostile attitudes towards any political organization, the
media, or others.

I

I

does not know any person thatDbelieves to be,
or suspects of, possibly being associated with the mailings of the
anthrax letters.

•

•
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I
I did not know of anyone at USAMRIID who was
rumored to be interested in gaining access to anthrax or any other
biological or chemical agents, or the means to produce them without
a specific need or responsibility to do so.
~____~Ihad no idea how to go about preparing dried BA
and sending it through the mail.

I

lis not aware of anyone who expressed a special
interest in being able to get around forensic techniques.

D

When asked if D or any of
associates have any
personal or professional association with Trenton, Princeton, or
other areas of New ,Jersey I
t stated that I
I
I~_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ____JI but Udid not
have access to any hot areas.

I
Isaid that neithe~
I any o f D associates
traveled to New Jersey in September or October, 2001.
I

-"

I

I was asked if there are Standard Operating

r-e-,I~
~..,.-....
.c:t\,..,......
p_..1t-""= r'I rl

1

When asked if c=Jhad ever smelled barterjaJ
decontamination agents in the virology suites,
I saidr-l did
not know, asc:Jhad not been in there; however, you could s~
autoclaves at work near those areas.

'.

"
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plastic storage
storage of materials at
most of the time it was

~______~liS not aware of any work being conducted with BA
or its simulants, which was unofficial or not recorded.
I
I said all og===Jwork was recorded in lab
notebooks, which are sto~edl
I

I

I

I

I

never purchased pre-stamped envelopes like the
ones used in the mailings forc::Jown use or for anyone else,
becausec::Jdid not do mailings foU
Inever used
any of the vending machines in Frederick to purchase pr~mped
envelopes. I
Ipurchasedl
~tamps at a store nea~ home.

D

said
did not personally handle any of the
anthrax laced letters or envelopes.

at USAMRIID on a
the rest of

~~--~~lways ~n

~~~~S~omet1mesl

t-_-r---L1..l.I1."",za;l.l;s., not aware of
L..-_ _ _ _ _ _....lwas
in many

~I did not recall ever lettingl
Ipiggyback
into any areas wit~
I
~----~
L..-_ _ _ _ _ _

~______~I did not ever see~I__~__....
of USAMRIID or moving equipment to a lace wher
unobserved, with the exce tion of

any equipment out
could use it

Iwas aware that~~~~~w~o~r~k~e~d~~w=i~t~h~a~n~t~h~r~a~x~a~t~-~
knowled

L..-~_ _ _ _""

I

•

•

,
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IwOrking with bacterial cultures

~----~

I
I was not aware ofl
I ever removing or
borrowing any equipment from USAMRIID, or ever trying to obtain
discarded lab equipment.
r--_ _ _ _

i
I

stared

---iWu..b~e..nu..,

asked '

had ever seed
I near the
,in the hot side of building I

1 room

0

may have, u
does not remember.
in the hallways a lot.

b7C

However....~r-----r~~ir-d.:;--s-e-e---I

said
never aSkedD for any isola~t..;;;,e=s,,-c_.....,
equipment, or access to any USAMRIID locat~ons. Everything I
had access to,l
I did as well.
---1

I

I

I

I

1...-_ _

said there was lots of public relations work
going on at USAMRIID and people from allover the world were given
tours of some of the suites.

~
~I did not know where I
I stored samples or
materials, but stated that there are storage areas allover
USAMRIID.

___

~is not aware of any sampleqd______~lmay have
brought w~from prior research or employment.
I

Isaid thatl

Inever

discussedl

I

,

•
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r-______~~----~Inever heard~1____~I make any reference to~I______~
1...-_ _ _ _---11 did not recalll
lever complaining about any
political issues or other issues, particularly involving Senators
or media personnel.

I
Isaidl
Inever mentioned ways to avoid
forensic detect10n in bio-weapons cases.

I

I

did not know if
New Jersey or at Princeton.

I

I does not know if

~------------------------------~I

I had

I

any connections in

lever visited the

~--~

~I_"""'_--II does not know with whoml.---------., socialized or
spent time with at work. When asked ifL:J,CQ11]~ 1dentify any of
I
I said D never saw!
~ith I
I
I js ware thatl
Ilived atl
I

I

r

•
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-2========~ld~o~e~s~n~o~t~k~n~o~W~a~n~Y~t=h=~~·n~g~a~b~o~u~t~I==========~lactivities

I

had heard about
type package, bu
is unaware if it
could be related to the anthrax letter mailings, ~I________~

'--w"'.\"h..,~-c""'.l'h-~,...n-v-o-=!'"lv-e-=:d-a-s-u-s-p-~,...c-~,...o-u-s.....l

I

I

I

I

was not aware if any of the visitors were given
access to~a-n-y--h-o~t suites or~ locations where live, virulent BA
was stored or utilized, butL--Jwas aware that many visitors did go
through those areas.

______

~
~I said that all the visitors coming through~1~-.....I
area were escorted at all times and were never left in the lab
alone. I
I said that orl
I tours, there was never any
opportunity during the visits for the visitors to have removed
samples from USAMRIID without being observed. I
Is aid that
many people on staff participated in or assisted with visits.
When asked if any of the visitors made any requests to
obtain samples of any type from USAMRIID,I
I said they did not
but many of them wanted of pictures and literature.

I

I

•
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described a picture of the BA spore, which had been enlarged many
hundred times, I
~~~--------~==~------------~
I
Isaid that none ofc===Jvisitors showed any
particular interest in anthrax, the Ames strain, weaponization
techniques, or lyophilizing methods.
I was unaware if any of the visitors to USAMRIID
had acces~s~t-o--a~l~yophilizer while they were there. I
I said
the visitorsl
I at USAMRIID did not work or use
any rooms at the facility.

I

I

said there were not any foreign visitors ever
observed in the possession of rre-stamped envelopes like the ones
used in the mailings. I
_said that none of the visitors ever
asked about locations 1n Frederick where they could purchase
stamped envelopes for personal use during their visits.
that none of the visitors I
I
c==J ever Ishowed Ianysaidanti-American
sentiments dur~1-n-g~t~h-e~1~r--v-1~s-1-.t~.

I
said thatl
Idid spend time withl
~---~==~------------------~I---~ ~.------~
I

I

had many conversations withl
I but none
were alarming and all were work related.
~------~

I is not aware of any political issue~s.,~I__~~~
I whichl
I was
~1~·n-v-o~lv--e~d~i-n~b-u~t--w-a-s--a-w--a-r-e~t~h-a~t~i~t--w-a-s--a-i~w--a-y-s~a problem getting
funding.
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r -_ _ _ _,IL-___~Icould

to the case.

--:::=_

not think of any other information about
I which might potentially relate

---11 interactions withl

1...-_ _ _
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