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0F.FJC:E OF 'l'H E DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 

WASH fNGTON, DC 20511 

FEB 0 8 2016 

Reference: ODNI Case DF-2014-00064 

Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

This is an interim response to your request dated 4 December 2013 (Enclosure 1), 
received in the Information Management Division of the Office ofthe Director of National 
Intelligence on 6 December 2013. Pursuant to the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended, you 
requested a copy of "all records of correspondence between members of Congress and the 
Director of national Intelligence,from the time period of9/0l/2012 -1213112012." 

Your request was processed in accordance with the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended, and 
documents responsive to your request were located. At this time, 19 documents are being released 
to you in full. In addition, ODNI has determined that two documents can be released to you with 
information withheld pursuant to the following FOIA exemptions: 

• (b)(3), which applies to information exempt from disclosure by statute, specifically the 
National Security Act of 1947, as amended, 50 U.S.C. § 3024(m)(l), which protects, 
among other things, the names and identifying information of ODNI personnel; and 

• (b)(6), which applies to records which, if released, would constitute a clearly unwarranted 
invasion of the personal privacy of individuals. 

Documents containing equities under the purview of other government agencies have been 
forwarded to the appropriate agencies for their review and response to us. Upon completion of those 
consultations we will provide our final response, along with appeal rights. 

If you have any questions, email our Requester Service Center at DN l-FOJJV(Ii.dni,g£'1}: or 
call us at (703) 874-8500. 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

I/JI.-fkJot1~ 
~ ~~;0~ 
~ Director, Information Management Division 



ENCLOSURE! 



DNI-FOIA 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

To whom it may concern, 

John Greenewald, Jr. Uohn@greenewald.com] 
Wednesday, December 04, 2013 6:44 PM 
DNI-FOIA 
FOIA REQUEST 

This is a non-commercial request made under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 5 U.S.C. S 552. My FOIA 

requester status as a "representative of the news media." I am a freelance television producer often working on 
documentaries related to my FOIA requests, my work is commonly featured throughout major news organizations, and I 
freelance writer for news sites as well. Examples can be given, if needed. 

I prefer electronic delivery of the requested material either via email to john@greenewald.com or via CD-ROM or DVD 
via posta l mail. Please contact me should this FOIA request should incur a charge. 

I respectfully request a copy of all records of correspondence between members of Congress, and the Director of 
National Intelligence, from the time period of 9/01/2012-12/31/2012. This would include, but not be limited to, emails, 

letters, memos, etc. 

Thank you so much for your time, and I am very much looking forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 
 

 

Sincerely, 

John Greenewald, Jr. 
The Black Vault 
http://www.theblackvault.com 

~~~ 
DEC 0 6 2013 

Social Media: 

[ Become a Fan on Facebook I The Black Vault Group on Facebook I YouTube I Twitter I Scribd ) 
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DIRECTO R OF NAT IONA L INTFLLIGENCE 
WASH!N<;TON. DC .2051 1 

The Honorable Saxby Chambliss 
Vice Chairman 
Select Committee on Intelligence 
United States Senate 

The Honor.1ble Richard M. Burr 
Select Committee on Intelligence 
United States Senate 

The Honorclble Marco Rubio 
Select Committee on Intelligence 
United States Senate 

SEP 01 Z012 

Dear Vice Chainnan Chambliss, Senator Burr, and Senator Rubio: 

(U) Thank you for your August 15th letter expressing concern about unauthorized 
disclosures of classified information. I too am outraged by the volume of media disclosures of 
classified infonnation. 

(UIIf'OUO) Your letter expresses concern that John Brennan~s August 8, 2012 remarks to 
the Council on Foreign Relations may have revealed sensitive classified information. I want to 
assure you that is not the case. Mr. Brennan 's remarks were drawn from the June 15,2012 
unclassified semiannual War Powers Report to Congress. The Congress received notification in 
advance of transmittal of the Report that the Report would acknowledge that the U.S. military 
engages in direct action against al-Qa' ida in Yemen and Somalia. The June 15 Report stated that 
in Somalia the U.S. military has worked to counter the terrorist threat posed by al-Qa'ida and al­
Qa'ida-associated element~ of al-Shabaab. The Report also noted that in a limited number of 
ca.~s. the U.S. military has taken direct action in Somalia against members of al-Qa'ida, 
including those who are also members of aJ-Shabaab, who are engaged in effort~ to carry out 
terrorist attacks against the United States and our interests. The Report went on to note that the 
U.S. military has also been working closely with the Yemeni government to operationally 
dismantle and ultimately eliminate the terrorist threat posed by al-Qa'ida in the Arabian 
Peninsula (AQAP). I have enclosed a copy of the Report that was transmitted to Congress on 
June 15 of this year, for your reference. 

(U/.tFOUO) After a careful evaluation to ensure that disclosure of this information would 
not in any way harm U.S. national security or jeopardize the safety of the American people 
(including military and intelligence personnel), the Administration decided to publicly disclose 
the fact that the U.S. military has taken direct action in Yemen and Somalia against members of 
aJ-Qa'ida and it<> associated forces in the June Report to Congress. Mr. Brennan's speech 
repeated what had already been publicly disclosed. We try very hard to strike a careful balance 

UNCLASSIFIED//¥6R 6PPICfAL USB 6f:fLY 
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between transparency and national security, and in the case of Yemen and Somalia, we agreed 
that the above information should be disclosed. 

(U) Legislation that focuses on authorized disclosures of previously classified 
information - such as the ca.~ above - will not address the serious problem of unauthorized 
disclosures. I have taken steps to help prevent and detect leaks in the Intelligence Community, 
to include changes to polygraph questioning and to administrcltive practices to help ensure that 
all possible leads in unauthorized disclosure ca.~s are exhausted before closing a case. 
However, any measures that addre.~s the problem of unauthorized disclosures of classified 
information should extend to the fuJI set of individuals across the government entrusted with 
cJassified information. I appreciate you sharing your views with me and I look forward to 
working with you to strengthen our ability to deter and detect unauthorized disclosures. 

Sincerely, 

j -'~,\!'.; ~:-r-~es R. Clapper 

Enclosure 

UNCLASSIFIEDI/POR OfNCI7\L US£! 0Nt:''1" 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release J une 15 , 2012 

TEXT OF A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT IVES 

AND THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE 

J une 15 , 2012 

Dear Hr. Speaker : (Dear Mr. President:) 

I am prov idi ng this suppleme n al consolida ed report , 
prepared by my Administration and consistent with t he War 
Powers Reso l ut ion (Public Law 93-148), as part of my eff orts 
to keep the Congress i nformed about depl oyments of U. S. Armed 
Forces equipped f or combat. 

MILITARY OPERATI ONS AGAINST AL-QA'IOA, THE TALIBAN , AND 
ASSOCIATED FORCES AND I N SUPPORT OF RELATED U. S. 
COUNTERTERRORI SM (CT) OBJECTI VES 

Since October 7, 2001, the United St ates has conducted combat 
ope r a t ions i n Afghanistan aga inst a l - Qa ' ida t erroris ts, t he i r 
Ta liban supporte r s , and a ssoc i a ted forces. In suppor t of these 
and other overseas opera t i ons , the Uni ted States has depl oyed 
combat equipped forces to a number of locations i n the U. S . 
Central, Pacific , European, Southern , and Africa Command 
areas of operation. Pr eviously such oper tions and deployments 
have been reported , consistent with Public Law 107-40 and the 
War Powers Resol ution, and operations and deployments remain 
ongoing. These operations, which the United States has carried 
out with the assistance of numerous i n ernational pa tners, have 
degraded al-Qa'ida's capabi l ities and brought an end to the 
Taliban's leadership of Afghanistan. 

United States Ar med Forces are now actively pursu ing and 
engaging remaini ng al - Qa ' ida and Taliba n fi ghters i n 
Af ghanistan . The t otal numbe r of U. S- f orces in Afghanistan is 
approxima e l y 90, 000 , of which more than 70, 000 are assigned to 
the North At l a nt ic Treat y Organi zation (NATO)-led Inte r na t iona l 
Securit y Assistance Force (ISAFJ i n Af ghani s tan. I n accor dance 
wit h June 2011 Pres idential guidance, t he Departme nt of Defense 
remains on track to ac hieve a Force Management Leve l of 68,000 
u.s. forces by t he end of t hi s summer. Afte r t hat, r eductions 
will con t i nue a t a steady pace. 

The U. N. Secur ity Council most recently rea ff irmed its 
authorization of I SAF for a 12-month period unti l October 13, 
2012, in U.N. Security Council Resolution 2011 (0 ober 12 , 
2011). The mission of ISAF, under NATO command and in 
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par tne r ship with the Gove rnment of the I s lamic Republic of 
Afghanistan, is to p:-e,/ent Afghanistan from once again becoming 
a safe haven for internat iona l terrorists- Fifty nations , 
including the United States and all 28 NATO Allies, contribute 
forces to ISAF. These forces, i ncluding U.S. "surge" forces 
deployed in late 2009 and 2010 , broke Taliban momentum and 
t rained additional Afqhan Nat i onal Security Forces (ANSF). 
The ANSF are now inc:-easingly assuming r espons i bility for 
security on the timeline committed t o at the 201 0 NATO Summit 
in Lisbon by the Uni t ed States, our NATO allies, I SAF partners , 
and the Government of Afghanistan. 

Un i ted States Armed Forces are detaining in Afghanistan 
approx i matel y 2,748 individuals under the Author ization f or 
the Use of Military Force (Publ ic Law 107-40) as informed by 
t he laws of war. on March 9, 2012, the United States s igned 
a Memor andum of Unders t anding with the Afghan government under 
which the United States is to transfer Afghan nationals detained 
by U.S . forces in Afghanistan t o the cus tody and control of the 
Afghan gove rnment within 6 months. Efforts are underway to 
accomplish s uch transfe r s in a safe and humane manner . 

The combat-equipped forces, dep l oyed since J anuary 2002 to Naval 
Base, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, cont inu to conduct secure detention 
operations for the appr oximatel y 169 detainees at Guantanamo Bay 
under Public Law 107-40 and consis tent with principles of the 
law of war. 

In furtherance of u. s. efforts against members of al-Qa'ida, 
the Taliban, and associated forces , the United States continues 
to work with pa rtners around the globe, with a part icular focus 
on the U.S. Central Command's a rea of r esponsibil ity . I n this 
context , the United States has deployed U.S. comba t-equ i pped 
fo rces to assist in enhancing the CT capabilities of our fri ends 
and allies, incl uding special operations and oth r fo rces for 
sens itive operations in various location a round the world . 

In Somalia , the U. S . military has worked to counter the 
terrorist threat posed by a l-Qa'ida and al-Qa'ida-associated . 
elements of al -Shabaab. In a limi ted number of cases, the 
U. S. military has taken direct action in Somalia agains t 
members of al-Qa'ida, including those who are also members of 
al-Shabaab, who are engaged in efforts to carry out terrorist 
attacks against the United States and our interes s. 

The U.S. military has also been wo king closely with the Yemeni 
government to operat i onally dismantle and ultimately eliminate 
the errorist threat posed by al - Qa'ida in the Arab i an Pen insula 
(AQAP), the most active and dangerous a ff iliate of al-Qa'ida 
today. Our joint efforts have resulted in direct action against 
a limited number of AQAP operat i ves and senior leaders in that 
country who posed a terrorist threat to the United States and 
our interests. 

The United States is commi tted to thwart ing the efforts of 
al - Qa 'ida and its ass ciated for es to carry out futu re acts 
of international t e r rorism, and we have continued t o work with 
our CT partners to disrupt and degrade the capabilities of 
al-Qa'ida and its associa ted forces. As necessary, in r esponse 
to the terror i s t threat, I will direct additional measures 
aga'nst al-Qa'ida, the Ta liban, and assoc iated forces to prote t 
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u.s. citizens and interests. It is not possible to know at 
this time the precise s cope or the duration of the deployments 
of U.S. Armed Forces necessary to counter this terrorist threat 
to the United States. A c lassified annex to this report 
provides further information. 

MILITARY OPERATIONS IN IRAQ 

The united States completed i ts responsible wi thdrawa l of 
U.S . fo rces from I raq in December 2011, in accordance with 
the 2008 Agr ee ent Between the United States of America and 
the Repub ic of Iraq on the Withdrawal of United States Forces 
from Iraq a nd the Organi zati on of Their Activities du r ing Thei r 
Temporary Presence in Iraq . 

MILITARY OPERATIONS IN CENTRAL AFRICA 

In Oct ober and November 2011 , u.s . milita r y personnel with 
appropr'ate combat equi pment deployed t o Uganda to serve as 
advisors to regiona l forces that are worki ng t o apprehend or 
r emove Joseph Kony and other senior Lor d' s Resistance Army (LRA) 
leaders from the ba tt lefield , a nd to protect local populations. 
The total number of U. S. military personnel deployed for this 
mission, includin those providing logi s tica l and suppor 
functions , i s approxima t ly 90. Un ited States forces are 
working with select partner nation forces to enhance 
cooperat ion, information-s haring and synchroni zation, 
operational planning , a nd overal l e ffectiveness . Elements 
of these U.S . forces have depl oyed to fo rward locations in 
the LRA-affected areas of t he Republic of South Sudan. 
the Demo rat i c Repub: i c of the Congo, and the Central 
Afri can Repub l i c to enhance r egional efforts agains t t he LRA. 
These forces, however, will not engage LRA fo r ces except in 
se lf-defense. It is in the U. S. nationa l security interest to 
help our regional pa rt ners in Africa to devel op their capabili ty 
to address threats to r egional peace and secu r ity, including 
the threat posed by the LRA. The United States is pursuing a 
comprehensive strategy to help t he governments and people of 
this region in their efforts to end the threat posed by the 
LRA and to address the im acts of the LRA's at r ocities. 

MARITIME INTERCEPTION OPERATI ONS 

As noted in previous reports, the United States remains pr pared 
to conduct maritime i nter ept.ion operations on the high seas i n 
the areas of responsibil ity of each of the geographic combatant 
commands. These maritime opera t ions a re aimed at stopping the 
movement, a r ming, and f i nancing of certain interna t ional 
terrorist groups, and also include operations a imed at stopping 
proliferat ion by sea of weapons of mass de truction a nd re lated 
rna erials. Additional i nforma t ion is provi ded i n the classi f ied 
annex . 

HOSTAGE RESCUE OPERATIONS 

Aa noted to you in my report of J anuary 26, 2012 , at my 
di rec t ion, on J anuary 24, 2012, u.s. Special Operat ions 
Forces conduc t ed a s uccessful opera tion i n Somalia to rescue 
Ms. Jessica Buchanan, a U. S. c itizen who had been kidnapped by 
indivi duals linked to Somali pirate groups and financiers. 
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MILITARY OPERATIONS IN EGYPT 

Approximately 693 milita r y pers onnel are assigned t o t he 
U.S. cont i ngent o f t he Mult inational Force a nd Observe rs , 
which have been ? r ese nt in Egypt s ince 1981. 

U.S. - NATO OPERATIONS IN KOSOVO 

The U. N. Security Council authorized Member States to estab l ish 
a NATO- l ed Kosovo Force (KFOR) in Resol ution 1244 on June 10 , 
1999 . The or i ginal miss ion of KFOR was t o monito r , veri f y, and , 
when necessary , en f or ce compl iance with t he Milita r y Technica l 
Ag reemen t between NATO and t he then- Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavi a (now Serbia), while maintaining a safe and secure 
e nvironment . Today, KFOR de ters renewed hostilities in 
coopera tion wi th l ocal a uthori t ies , bilate ral partners, and 
i nterna tional institutions . The principal military tasks of 
KFOR f orce s a r e to help mai ntain a s afe and s e cure environment 
and to ensure freedom of ovement t hroughout Kosovo. 

Cu r r ently, 2 3 NATO A~lies cont r ibu te to KFOR. Seven non-NATO 
coun tries also part i cipa te. The Uni t ed St a t es cont ribut i on to 
KFOR is approxima ely 817 U. S. ilitary per sonnel out of the 
total st r ength of approx i mate l y 6,401 pe r sonnel, wh ich i ncludes 
a tempora rily deployed Ope rationa l Reserve Force . 

I have d irecte d t he parti cipa t i on of U.S. Armed For ce s i n a ll 
of these ope rat i ons pursua nt t o my consti t ut i onal a nd statutory 
authorit y as Commander i n Chief (i ncludi ng the authority t o 
ca rr y ou t Public Law 107-4 0 and other sta t ut e s) and as Chi e f 
Executive, a s we l l as my const itut ional and s tatu tory aut hori t y 
t o conduct the foreign rela t ions of the United States . 
Official s of my Administra t i on and I communicate r egula r l y 
wi t h the l e adershi p and ot her Members of Congress with r egard 
t o t hese deploym nts , and we will continue to do so. 

BARACK OBAMA 

I I t 
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DIRFCfOR OJ' NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 

W ASH!SGTON, DC 20511 

The Honorable Bob Corker 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C 20510 

Dear Senator Corker: 

OCT 0 5 2012 

Thank you for your September 29th letter regarding the Intelligence Community's 
evolving assessment of the circumstances leading up to, during, and after the Benghazi terrorist 
attack. All of us in the Intelligence Community share your concern about having a full and 
accurate understanding of the attack and the identity of the attackers. Let me assure you that we 
are working relentlessly both in the United States and overseao; to collect and analyze all of the 
disparate threads of information to provide policymakers in the Executive and Legislative 
Branches with that full understanding. We continue to receive new intelligence information as 
we review our assessments and judgments. In this attack, as in other terrorist attacks, 
Intelligence Community understanding of and ability to connect all of the dots takes time and 
evolves as we collect and analyze new intelligence. We are providing the congressional 
intelligence oversight committees with near-daily written intelligence updates and regular 
briefings. During the Congressional recess, these updates are being provided to congressional 
intelligence committee staff. We would be happy to brief you at your earliest convenience on 
our most up-to-date analysis. 

You also asked about the FBI's investigation in Libya and the circum~tances of its 
investigation in Benghazi itself. The FBI deployed agents to Europe and Libya. including 
Benghazi, and continues to interview witnesses and review evidence. It is important to note that 
the dynamics in parts of the Middle East/North Africa are such that the situation on the ground 
changes quickly and the threats to US persons and interests can rapidly cause security to 
deteriorate. 

As an intelligence professional for over 40 years, I have been a witness to or active 
participant in the assessment of nearly every terrorist attack affecting our country and our 
interests. The initial intelligence reports we receive are almost always inaccurate or incomplete 
in some respect~. and in every ca~ a full understanding comes only after extensive review, 
investigation. and analysis. We look forward to providing you and other Members with an 
updated briefing. 

cc: The Honorable Hillary R. Clinton 
The Honorable Leon E. Panetta 
The Honorable RobertS. Mueller 

Sincerely, 

;'( ~ 
'ts R. Clappep--
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DIRECWH OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 

W ASHINGTO , DC 205 11 

The Honorable Jon Tester 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 205 J0-0001 

Dear Senator Tester: 

OCT 2 6 2012· 

Thank you for your letter of August 29, 2012, regarding your concerns about responses to 
Que ·tion 21 (Q21). of the Standard Form (SF) 86 by military victims of sexual assault who have 
received mental health coun eling. 

Following your letter of February 23, 2012, 1 convened an interagency working group of 
·enior ecurit and mental health professionals from the Intelligence Community, Department of 
Defense (DoD), Health and Human Services, and Veterans Affairs, as well as DoD's Sexual 
As ·ault Prevention and Response Office. Their purpose was to conduct a comprehensive review 
of Q21 and propose revisions to tailor the question in such a manner that it would provide the 
government with the infonnation it needs, while taking into account an individual's privacy 
interests and desire to seek mental health services. 

The working group recommended, and I approved, a complete revision of the current 
Q21 , with the intent to change the focus from whether or not the individual has received mental 
health counseling, to instead a~king about the individual's behavior and ability to function 
appropriately. While the precise wording of the new question is still to be determined, we 
anticipate that no exemptions will be nece , ary in the revised question. 

Once the working group finalizes the new language, it will be necessary to initiate the 
process to amend the SF 86 with the revised Q21 language, which includes the Office of 
Management and Budget regulatory review process and publication in the Federal Register. 
Since the formal proce. s for finalizing revisions of the SF 86 may be lengthy, I am researching 
the feasibility of i suing interim national guidance for the Executive Branch. I am also focused 
on outreach and accountability initiatives with partner organizations throughout government. 

In addition. Secretary of Defense Panetta signed a memorandum on September 4, 2012, 
pro iding DoD guidance for Q21, which reaffirms that an individual's decision to seek mental 
health care should not, in and of it. elf, adversely impact the person's ability to obtain or maintain 
a national ·ecurity position. The DoD guidance also discusses the critical importance of 
proactive management of mental health conditions, wcllness, and recovery. 

I assure you that I share your sense of urgency and commitment. However, existing 
statutory and regulatory processes must be observed. 
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The llonoraolc Jon Tester 

Thi!'> matter has my full attention and I am very !.t!nsitive to the concerns cxpre ·sed on 
thi' matter by members of Congrc!-.!'-, DoD. and victims of sexual assault. and will continue to 
work diligently to climmalc the stigma from service members and all others who seck mental 
health ounscling. 

Sincerely. 
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DIRFC !'OR OF N ATIO NAL I NTELLIGENCE 

WASHINGTON. DC 20511 

·The Honorable Jo:-eph I. Lieberman 
Chairman 
Senate Committee on Homeland Security 

and Gov mrnental Affair-; 
W . hington. DC 20510 

The Honorable Susan M. Collins 
Ranking Member 
Senate Committee on Homeland Security 

and Governmental Affair-. 
W a~hmgton, DC 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman and Rank.ing Member Collins: 

NOV 0 3 2012 

Thank you for you r letter of October ! 8. 2012, noli fying my office of your investigation 
into the circum~o.tances surrounding the attack on the U.S. diplomatic mi:sion in Benghazi, Libya. 
As we have in the past. we intend to cooperate with you and your staff in your inveMigation into 
the Ira •lc ieath~ of Ambassador Chris Stevens. Sean Smith. Glen Doherty. and Tyrone Woods. 
as well a:-. provide ·ertain document:-. and intdligence assessments requested by your c mmittee. 

As my staff discu. ~ed with your staff director. in the coming l(b )(6) 1 
weeks we intend to provide your committee mcmhers with a classified briefing detailing the 
evolution of the lnt ·lligcncc Conununity's (IC's) a'>:-es ·ments. lbis briefing will include what 
the JC knew of the threat envirorunent prior to September 11, 2012 and how it di:-.~eminated that 
infoml:tlion, how it came to its original as:-.e~sments after the attack: and how those as..-.e,sment!'\ 
e~.o!vcd .t:-. new intelligence was acquired. We are conun.ittcd to providing as omplete a picture 
a~ po"sible. including a timeline of the attack itself. 

We anticipate being able 10 answer most of your questions by No\ ember 9, 2012, as you 
rcqu ''led. llowever. tor those que:.tions that require a new a'ise:-.srnent or extensive coordination 
acro:-.s the in! ragency, we may require additional time. Our respon~ will include an estimate of 
how much additional time would he necessary to answer any remaining que.-.tion-.. 

I look forward to working with you and 
your :.taff ha-.; any que"tt ns, please contact 
Office of Legislative Aftair. at 

Sincerely. 

If 
in my 
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DlRE<.IOR OF NATIONAL INTElliGENCE 

WASHINGTON , DC 20511 

The Honorable Peter T. King 
Chairman 
Committee on Homeland Security 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Chairm:m King: 

NOV 0 5 2012 

Tiumk you for your letter of October 8, 20 I 2, regarding the pos:·ible disclosure to 
members of the media of sensitive intelligence pertaining to the terrorist attacks on the U.S. 
Consulate and Annex in Benghazi, Libya. I am responding for myself and on behalf of Director 
Petraeus. 

Neither the Office of the Director of National Intelligence nor the Central Intelligence 
Agency Public Affai~ Offices provided Dr. Leslie Gelb with an intelligence briefing pertaining 
to these attacks. 

We agree that this is a v~ry serious matter and it has been referred to the appropriate staff 
for follow-up action. Our nom1al process for investigating such incidents begins with a 
preliminary inquiry to detem1jne: ( 1) if the article in question contained classified information, (2) 
if the classified information hao; been publicly disclosed before, (3) the source material from 
which the classified information was derived, and (4) the agency that produced the source 
material. The results of the preliminary inquiry will inform the decision process as to whether 
the matter warrants referral to the Department of Justice for criminal investigation. 

Once the preliminary inquiry has been completed and reviewed. we will be in a better 
po:ition to respond lo the questions in your letter. This will allow us to provide you with 
answers that arc as (;Omplete and accurate as po sible without awaiting the resulls of a full 
!>Ccurity or criminal mvestigation. As you will appreciate, full inve:tigation occasionally 
identify facLo; that differ from those resulting from preliminary inquiries. We share and 
appreciate your concern over the damage caused by leaks to the media and will notify your office 
regarding the final disposition of this matter. 

cc: David H. Perraeus 
Director, CIA 

Sincerely, 

' ~~ ( 

1, \. ·~"" • "'t 
mes R. Chipper 
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The Honorable Ron Wyden 
United States Senate 

The Honorable Jeff Merkley 
United States Senate 

Dear Senators: 

DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 

WASHINGTON. DC 20511 

NOV 15 2012 

The Honorable Mark Udall 
United States Senate 

The Honorable Tom Udall 
United States Senate 

Thank you for your November 5, 2012 letter concerning the FISA Amendments Act 
(FAA). We share the view that Congress must understand how the FAA has been implemented, 
particularly as it debates lhe reauthorization of these critical intelligence tools. As discussed in 
our earlier letters, the Executive Branch has engaged in substantial efforts to fully infonn 
Congress about the use of lhese aulhorities, including formal classified briefings and hearings, 
classified written notifications and reports, discussions, briefings, and demonstrations wilh 
committee staff, and responses to inquiries from you and olher Members. 

I also share your interest in an informed public debate on the government's use of its 
intelligence collection authorities. As you know, it is my responsibility under the law to protect 
critical intelligence activities from public disclosure in order to safeguard sensitive sources and 
methods. including the government' s acquisition of vital foreign intelligence information 
through FAA authorities. Our earlier publicly available letters, including my August 24, 2012 
unclassified letter (with classified annex) responding to your July 26, 201 2 inquiry, and General 
Alexander's November 13, 2012 1etter, properly balance protecting clao;sified infonnation and 
infonning the public of lhe manner in which FAA is implemented. 

We cannot provide additional answers to your questions in an unclassified format. 
Rather than provide you wilh imprecise, uncia sified infonnation, I reiterate our offer to meet 
with you - and any other Members of Congress -in a classified setting to discuss these 
authorities and answer any questions you might have. 

Sincerely, 

j (L~~~. 
~ames R.Clappe~ 
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€ongreus of tbe ltnittb !Stateu 
li!laJI.Jin«ton, JM: 20515 

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 -1000 

James R. Clapper 
Director of National Intelligence 

September 10,2012 

Office of the Director of National Intelligence 
Washington, DC 20511-000 I 

Jeffery D. Zients 
OMB Acting Director 
The Office of Management and Budget 
725 l 71

h St reet, NW 
Washington, DC 20503-0009 

Dear Secretary Panetta, Director Clapper and Acting Director Zients: 

ooc.. I I 

We write to you regarding the potential costs of going to war in an attempt to prevent Iran from 
acquiring nuclear weapons. We share President Barack Obama's belief that a nuclear-armed Iran 
would seriously undermine the security of the United States and our allies in the Middle East. 
We also support his administration~s firm commitment to preventing Iran from obtaining nuclear 
weapons through targeted sanctions and diplomacy. 

It is in large part because we endeavor to k.eep nuclear weapons from proliferating to Iran that we 
are very concerned about the growing prospect of launching a new war against it. The current 
discourse o ver how to deal with Iran's nuclear program is disconcerting for several reasons. 
Numerous American and Israeli security experts have warned that a military strike against Iran 
would likely fail to stop its nuclear program, and could even trigger its acceleration. Moreover, 
these experts have cautioned that Iran could counter the use of force against it by igni ting a 
regional war through irs terrorist proxies that would gravely imperil the populations of our allies 
and U.S. troops stationed throughout the Middle East and Afghanistan. A strike on Iran would 
also undermine Iran ' s domestic opposition movement, by allowing the Iranian regime to rally the 
Iranian people around their national leaders in response to foreign attack. 

After the past decade of wars in the Middle East paid on the nation's credit card, our troops have 
been stretched to their limits and our fiscal situation remains precarious. Military hostilities could 
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easily escalate into a conventional war with Iran which could place an untenable burden on our 
troops as well as threaten our economic recovery by incurring tremendous new debt and 
destabilizing oil prices. Further, with Congress now considering appropriations for Fiscal Year 
2013 including the prospect of a sequester- the time is more than ripe for considering the 
practical and fiscal costs of the use of force against J:ran . 

We request a report assessing the projected costs of a potential war with Iran. The report would 
address the following (with appropriate classified appendixes): 

• The scope, duration, potential number of combat troops (including National Guard and 
Reserve Forces) and costs of military action by the United States Armed Forces that 
would be required to prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons or the capability to 
produce such weapons. 

• Additional measures that would be necessary to protect members of the United States 
Armed Forces and the United States Armed Forces' facilities in the Middle East, 
Afghanistan, and elsewhere from the Iranian forces and their proxies following a military 
attack by the United States or any of its allies against Iran. 

• Any other factors relating to the efficacy, risks, and costs of the use of military force by 
the United States against Iran as a means of deterring or neutralizing iran 's nuclear 
program. 

The United States is only now transitioning out of a period of nearly a decade of war. It is 
essential that we understand clearly what another war would do to our economic and national 
security, and the safety of our troops. Having your full assessment of the costs of war with lran 
will allow Congress to have an informed discussion on this pressing issue. 

Please contact Teddy Miller in Rep. Lee's office at (202) 225-2661 or 
tt>ddy.miller@mail.hou~.gov if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Member of Congress 

Nfi:~ .. -
Earl Blumenauer 
Member of Congress 
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Bob Filner 
Member of Congress 

~ ----' . 
~ 
Member of Congress 

Nick I, Rahal I 
Member of Congress 

~?.~2-
Member of Congress 

JJn.~ 
Fortney Pete Stark 
Member of Congress 
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Llnircd ,.... tares ~ cnatc 

The Honorable James R. Clapper, Jr. 

Director of National Intelligence 

September 29, 201 2 

Oflice of the Director of National Intelligence 

Washington, D.C. 20511 

Dear Director Clapper: 

voc /Z 
,• . 

'•l 

1,'' - \ 

It seems that with each passing day, the situation surrounding the administration's 
res nse to the terrorist attack on the U. S. Consulate in Libya becomes more bizarre. The 

United States Congress and .the American people are still waiting to get straight ans crs from the 

administration on what actually happened that led to the deaths offour Americans, including one 

of our ambassadors, in Benghazi on September ll , 201 2. 

As of this morning, reports indicate that our well-trained FBI agents still hav ~ not been 

able to get into Benghazi to investigate. Yet just 18 days ago the administration apparently 

judged that it was appropriate for our consulate to be lightly guarded and it was safe for our 
ambassador to co e through the city with a small security detail. What has changed in Lib a in 

such a short time that even FBI agents, our most elite investigative personnel, cannoT safely enter 

the city? What has led to sue a precipitous decline? 

An unwillingness to provide answers and the inaccuracy ofthc limit d informa ion we 

have receiv d t date has undcnnined the credibility of the administration. To avoid further 

damage, I ask that you please personally respond with substantive answers v ry quick! ·. 

Sincerely. 

BOB CORKER 
United States Senator 

CC: The Honorable Hillary R. Clinton. Secretary of State 

The Honorable Leon ·. Panetta. Secretary of Defi nse 
The Honorable RobertS. Mueller, Direct of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 



.. 
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The Honorable James R. Cia per 
Director of National Intelligence 
Washington. DC 20511 

Dear Director Clapper, 

MrrrH Ll 

TO~ [ 

October 3, 2012 

It has become increasingly clear from a review of intelligence that the information 
p vided to the public and to Congress in the days following the attack on our diplomatic 
facilities in Benghazi, Libya, was not comprehensive and, in some cases, was inaccurate. The 
statement released last Friday by the 0 1ce of the Director ofNational Intelligence stated, ''we 
revised our initial assessment to reflect new information indicating that [the attack] was a 
deliberate and organized terrorist attack carried out by extremists." We questio~ however, why 
this information was not conveyed during the briefing to Congress over a week after the attack 
when it was available in intellige ce assessments within 24-hours. 

Effo~LS by the Senate Intelligence Co ittee to review relevant intelligence and question 
the Intelligence Community about the reasons for the shifting assessments, Jack of security, and 
warnings of the attack have been impeded or met with incomplete responses. This has hampered 
the Committee's ability to provide effective oversight of a dynamic and evolving situation. 

The Intelligence Community is scheduled to participate in a briefing for Committee staff 
on October 4, 2012. We ask that Intelligence Comnumity representatives be prepared to address 
all aspects of the attack including, but not limited to, the security situation in Benghazi, warnings 
of impending attack., warnings of poor security, the involvement of terrorist groups including al­
Qa'ida, and the shifting Intelligence Community assessments following the attack. Furthe ore, 
we expect that all requested documents will be provided expeditiously to faci litate the 
Committee's oversight of the circumstances surrounding the attack. Thank you. 

s· cerely, 
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PliTfll T KING, NEW YORK 
CH~IR>\M \ 

<Vnr lfunilrril U:wtlft4 <lrongrus 

11.~. lioust of i!teprtstntntiuts 
Qlummittra: un 1iom£1an~ ~ecurttv 

asf7ington. 110 20515 

The Honorable James R Clapper 
Director 

October 8, 2012 

Office of the Director of National Intellig ce 
Washington, D.C. 205 t 1 

The Honorable David H. Petraeus 
Di recto 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20505 

Dear Generals Clapper d Petraeus: 

/)oc I Jf 
BENNIE G. THOMPSON. MlntSSIPPI 

A.NitJ~G AAfM ~R 

I write regarding the possible disclosure of sensitive intelligence, and request you initiate 
an investigation into whether any intelligence was inapp op · ately provided to me rs of the 
media pertaining to the terrorist attacks o the U.S. Consulate in Benghazi, Libya 

On October 18, 2012, Dr. Leslie Gelb wrote on ·The Daily Beast website that United 
States Ambassador to the United Nations Susan E. Rice based her September 16, 201 2 public 
re arks about the terrorist attacks o the U.S. Consulate and Annex i Benghazi on t1 c 
intelligence given to the President and to her. In his defense of possible inaccuracies in 
Ambassador Rice's state ents about the Benghazi attack. Dr. Gelb ot only blames the U . . 
Intelligence Commwtity, he writes that he, too, received an intelligence briefing and even infers 
that he received the same briefing as President Obama and Ambassador Rice: "Her mistake wa 
taking the initial intellig nee at face value. The White House briefers made the same error, and 
so did I. I too repeated in an op-ed on The Daily Beast what the intelligence briefers told e. " 1 

1 See Leslie H. Gelb, "Person of Interest: United States U.N. Ambanador Susan Ri ," The Daily Beast, Oc ober 8, 
201 2, accessed at !J!m:l/www.thedail_ h..:a~u.:2.m 'ncwsweel.:/20 1211 0/0 /persoo-of- interest-u itcd-states-un-
amba ·~n.iN·susan-ri..:e . h r ml. 
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While I recognize that members of the Executive Branch provide background brietings to 
members of the media, I do not recall any occasion where a journalist received an intelligence 
briefi ng equivalent to that received by the President or the U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. , 
especially in the aftermath of a terrorist attack against U.S. personnel. 

Therefore , to ensure the protection of classified information against unlawful disclosure. I 
request answers to the following questions no later than October 19, 201 2: 

I. Docs Dr. Gclb maintain a security clearance? If so. what classification level? 

2. Did any employee or contracted t:mployee of the Obama Administration and/or the U.S. 
Intelligence Community provide Dr. Gelb an intelligence briefing? If so, please provide 
the names of the individuals who provided the brieting, the date and times of the briefing, 
and copies of any information provided in the briefing. 

3. Did Dr. Gelb receive access to intelligence also contained in the Presidential Daily Brief? 

4. Did Dr. Gelb receive finished intelligence products, or signals, imagery or human 
intelligence reports, of equal or lesser classification level than those provided to 
Ambassador Rice? 

5. If disclosures of classified information to Dr. Gelb were authorized, was his publication 
of such intelligence also authorized? If the disclosures were unauthorized, what penalties 
are in place to protect against su h disclosures in the future? 

6. In the event Dr. Gelb did not receive any such intell igence briefing, do any penalties or 
administrative actions exist for falsely claiming to have received an intelligence briefing? 

7. Do other members of the media receive the intell igence briefings Dr. Gelb claims to have 
received? If so, who are they, do they hold security clearances. and at what level? 

As you know. for nearly four years, I have \\Titten to President Obama, yourselves. and 
other Intell igence Community leaders to express my deep concern about the numerous leaks 
coming from the Obama Administration. Illegal disc.:losures of classilied information have 
repeatedly jeopardized our clandestine and law enforcement offic ials. special operators. and 
intelligence sources and methods. 

These leaks include the whereabouts of Times Square bomber Faisal Shah:t.ad, details of 
the intell igence and raid that found and killed Osama bin Laden, the existence of a human source 
pcndration of al -Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, possible U.S. involvement in cyber attacks 
against Iran's nuclear arms program. specifics regarding drone campaigns. and (most recently) 
reported ongoing counterterrorism efforts and even future possible operations in North Africa. 

If the Obama Administration and/or thl! Intelligence Community no-..v provide 
intelligence briefings (as opposed to backgro und briefi ngs) to journalists- as claimed by Dr. 

2 
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Gclb--1 urge you to take immediate corre tive action to protect the public trust in your agencie ', 
vital intelligence, and liv s. 

If you have any questions regarding this issue, please contact me. Thank you fo our 
time and personal attention to this important matter of national security. 

Sincerely, 

3 
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The ll,morahk .fohn Brennan 
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COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
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I kar I >in.:~:tor ( 'lappo:r. I )ir~..·~:tor P~..·trao:us and ~ lr. Br~nnan: 
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• l"irst. within -1X hours of the attack. was th~rc o:n:Jibh.: inrormation anJ n:porting to suggest 
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State ti.1r t\lan<~g~:mo:llt Patrick Ko:n11edy - a Foro:ign So:n ·i..:~.: ( >rtic~..T with (k..:adcs of 
o::xjh:rien..:e . and I he s~nillf official responsible ti.•r tho: sc..:urity of Stat.: lkpartmcnlupo:rations 

ofl~r~..·d hi ~ po:rsonaljudgmo:nt Juring a hrio:ting to Congro:ssional staff on th~..· day alkr the 
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after the attack in Benghazi , senior policymakcrs were still characterizing it as the result of a 
spontaneous demonstration in response to a disgusting video insulting Islam_ Furthennore, in 
a lencr last week, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice maintained that she 
was relying on the best assessments of the intelligence community when she characterized 
the cause of the attack in Benghazi as a spontaneous protest, not an act of terrorism, during a 
television interview five days after the fact. 

• Finally. what infonnation did you and the intelligence community provide to senior 
policymakcrs that led some of the to draw the conclusion as late as five days after the 
attack in Benghazi that it was the result of a spontaneous demonstration, not a terrorist act? 
Was there no credible evidence at that late date that was compelling enough for the 
intelligence community and the senior policymakcrs to draw a conclusion with at least 
moderate confidence that the attack in Bet gl azi was a terrorist act? 

We look forward to your prompt reply to our questions and ask that they submitted in 
unclassified fom1. It is important forth intelligence community to clari fy the confusion that still 
surrounds the Administralion's initial e:planation of the attack in Benghazi . This matter raises 
many cri tical questions for Congress to consider further, and we ap reciate your cooperation and 
assistance in this effort. 

Sincerely, 

John McCain 
United States Senator 

~~tl./~ 
United States Sen tor 

Lindsey raham 
United State · Senator 
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The Honorable James R. Clapper, Jr. 
Director of National Intelligence 
Washington, DC 205 11 

Dear Director Clapper: 

SEL£CT COMMITT!I! ON IN'Tl:WG'IIICIO 

WASIIIIIIGTON. DC lO!IlC-6&75 

October l2,2012 

SSCii 2012-3890 

j(b)(3) 

in the hearing held the 
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence on September 20,2012, regarding Iran. 

(U) We are submitting the attached questions for the record. We would 
appreciate written responses no later than October 29, 2012. 

(U) If yoW' staff has any questions, please have them contact Mr. Brian 
Miller, of the Committee staff, at (202) 224-1700. 

Dianne Feinstein 
Chairman 

Downgrade to 08Nf1BEtff'LirL • 
when separated from attachmenL 

Sincerely, 

T8P ili&Rii'ft'AiUili , ... _. 8R8 JlTf 8~1 liliR 8JI4:WI 8 s18\lftlll: 81JoR8 18&P , ... 
illiAiAt:'J8&'tJ8581UI 
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LINDSEY 0. GRAHAM 
SOVTH CAROI.INA 

2110 ~l S(""Tt 0Ha 8ull.OIHG 
W- GTON. 0C 20510 

UNITED STATES SENATE 

October 15, 2012 

The Honorable James R. Clapper. Jr. 
Director of National Intelligence 
Office of the Director of National Intell igence 
Washington. DC 20511 

Dear Director Clapper. 

{202) 224--6$11 

On June 6, 201 2, assai lants placed an lED on the northern gate of the United States Consulate in 
Benghazi . The lED detonated and ripped a hole in the security perimeter that was described by 
one individual as. ''big enough for forty men to go through." This attack was preceded by an 
earlier JED attack against the Consulate in April20 12. 

Director Clapper, were you aware of these attacks? Did you inform the President of these 
attacks? If so, what action was taken to protect our Consulate? 

If you did not infom1 the President. why not? 

Thank you again tor your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely. 

,;:.?.-...,.~ 
Lindsey Graham 
United States Senator 

we H.u.t'l"O II!I Su~arf 
54-lllf 202 

to.~. sc 18201 
tiOJI aJ3..0112 
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Sunt 111 

~lOf<iiOC<. sc 29&01 
(8UI 156~ 15011 

130 S<x t ! Jot M .1uh Sn.ur 
Surn=. 700 
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SECRETTINOFORN SSCit 2012 - 3985 

tinittd i'tatts i'matt 
SGUCT COMMrrr;l; ON INTl:l.liGI"IIIC£ 

W...stillfGTON, DC Z051o-to.i 

October 19,2012 

The Honorable James R. Clapper 
Director of National Intelligence 
Office of the Director of National Intelligence 
Washington, D.C. 20511 

Dear Director Clapper: 

(U) The Senate Select Committee on Intelligence will conduct a closed 
hearing on Thursday, November 15,2012, at 2:30p.m. in Senate Hart Building 
Room 219 on issues involving the September 11, 2012, attack against two U.S. 
facilities in Benghazi, Libya, that killed U.S. Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens 
and three other Americans. We request that you attend as a witness, along with 
any staff you deem necessary. We are also inviting Deputy Secretary of State 
William Bums, Deputy Director of the Central Intelligence Agency Michael 
Morell, and Deputy Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation Sean Joyce to 
attend as witnesses at this hearing. 

{S/1NP) We request that you provide a written statement for the record, in 
both hardcopy and softcopy form, no later than November 9, 2012, that addresses 
the following issues: 

• Intelligence Community (lC) assessments about terrorist involvement in 
the Benghazi attack. including groups or individuals involved or likely to 
have been involved in the attack, key relationships between those groups 
and individuals. and the current posture of these groups within Libya and 
the region; 

• Any relevant infonnation from the IC with respect to the ongoing U.S. 
Government investigation.s into the Benghazi attacks; 

• Intelligence Community assessments on key counterterrorism challenges 
involving Libya, including current terrorist activities in Libya and 
surrounding countries; and 

• An outline of relevant counterterrorism cooperation ongoing with the 
Government of Libya. 

SICRET/.tNOFORN 
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SECRET11NOFO.RN 

(Sf~ We request that all witnesses and supporting staff have the 
appropriate clearances, including necessary special accesses, to discuss these 
matters, or that other arrangements be made in advance to ensure compliance with 
security procedures and the protection of classified infonnation. 

(U) If you or your staff.have any questions or would like to discuss the 
hearing further, please contact Tressa Guenov or Tyler Stephens of the Committee 
staff at 202-224-1700. 

Sincerely, 

SECRET/INOJORN 
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v-05-2012 05 .19 PM Senator Ron Wyden 2022282717 

~ iinttfd ~mtrs ~rnatr 

The Honorable James R. Clapper, Jr. 
Director ofNational Intelligence 
Washington, DC 20511 

Dear Director Clapper: 

WASHINGTON. DC20510 
November S, 2012 

As Consrcu prepares to vote on a. lon&· tcnn extension of the surveUianoo law known as the 
FISA Amendments Act of 2008, we believe that it is important for both Congress and the public 
to have as much information as possible about this law•s impact on the privacy of American 
citizens, so that members of Congress can consider whether the law should be refonned, or 
renewed without changes. We recently sent you a letter, along with nine other senators, asking 
questions about the privacy impact of the FISA Amendmenti Act. and we have received your 
response. We appreciate that you have generally been responsive to previous questions from us 
on this topic, but we were disappointed by your reply to our most recent sot of questions. 

Our letter asked four questions about the impact of the FISA Amendments Act on the privacy of 
American clti~ens, and asked you to provide an unclassified response. Your reply stated that you 
could not provide a "meaningful and accurate" response to our questions in an unclassified 
format, but that you would answer the questions in the classified attachment that accompanied 
your reply. However, the classified attachment only answered two of our four questions, llD.d it 
is not clear to us why you cho.e to elus!fy these answers. 1 We repeat these questions here, and 
ask that you please respond to all of them with unclassified answers as soon as possible. 

Firlt, we asked if any entities have made any estimates - even imprecise estimates - about how 
many US communications have been collected under section 702 of the FISA statute (which is 
the central provision of the FISA Amendments Act). You did not answer this question. Please 
provide an answer. We would expect this answer to be unclassified, but if you disagree please 
provide your rea.sons for keeping this answer secret. 

Second. we asked if it was possible to estimate the order ofma.gnirude of this number. (For 
example, is the number of US communications collected under section 702 closer to 1 00, or 
100,000, or 100 million?) You did not answer thls question directly, however the Director of the 
NSA has made public statements thBl appear to estimate this order ofmaanitude. Specifically, 
the NSA Director has said that ''the story that [the NSA]ha.s millions or hundreds of millions of 
dossiers on people is absolutely false." Please explain whether this statement should be 
understood to mean that the nwnbcr of US communications collected under $OCtion 702 is leas 
than "millions or hundreds of millions." Since the NSA Director made this statement publicly, 
we would expect this answer to be unclnssified as well. 

Third, we asked if any wholly domestic American communications had been collected under 
section 702 authorities. Your respollSe was chwified. We do not understand how sfmply stating 

1 We note that elualf'ting then answers docs notjuat keep them aecret &om tho publle. Molt memb11u ofConuess 
- including eleven of the thirteen senators thst slancd our letter - do not have any staff who are cleared to read your 
attachment, which will make it extremely difficult tor moat mcmbcn to review and understand thcs~ answc=rs. 



Approved for release t:1Y. ODNI on 2-8-2016, FOIA Case DF-201 4-00064 
Nov -05 -2012 05 19 PM Senator Ron Wyden 2022282717 . 

whether any wholly domestic communications have been collected under section 702 authorities 
would have any impact at all on US natlona.l security interests. If you beUeve that it would, 
please explain why. And if you agree 1hat it would not, please provide an unclassified answer to 
thil question. 

Fourth. we noted that the FISA Amendments Act does not prohibit searching through 
c:ommunieationa collected under section 702 to find the communications of particular 
American~, and uked if the US government bu ever attempted to search for the 
conununicadons of a specific American in this way without a warrant or emergency 
authorization. Your reaponae wu classified. We do not underatand how providing a 'yea' or 
'no' answer to this question would impact US national security interests in any way, and we ask 
that you provide an unclassified response. 

We reeognl~ that you are not cornforts.ble with our deaoription of such queries as "bs.ek-door 
searches" or with our statement that these queries are permitted because of a loophole in section 
702, but in OW' judament these tenns are entirely appropriate. We are confident that most 
members of Congress did not believe that they were authorizing these searches when they voted 
for tho FISA Amondmonts Aot in 2008, but you have not denied that section 702 givos the NSA 
the authority to conduct these searcheo, and it is a matter of public record that the intelligence 
commWlity bas sought to preserve this authority. If it is not classified that you have this 
authority, end it is not classified that you would like to keep it, we do not understand why you 
cannot simply say whether it has ever been uaecl. · 

In our judgment, this lack of transparency limits the ability of Congress and the public to have an 
infonned debate about the impact of this law on Americans' privacy. To be clear, we do not 
believe that the government should be able to deliberately see.r,ch for md read an American's 
emails without getting a warrant or emeraeney authorization on that American. We respect that 
you may have a different view, but we do not believe that it is appropriate for intelligence 
community officials to withhold infonnation from the public unless they can articulate why 
doing so is necessary to protect the national security of the United States, which you have not 
done in this case. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Since the Senate will debate this issue during the 
November/December 2012 session, ple~Ue provide your re,ponse by November 16. If you have 
any questions eonceming this request, plea-o;e have your staff contact John Dickas of Senator 
Wyden's staff or Jennifer Barrett of Senator Udall's staff at (202) 224·1700. We look forward to 
your prompt reply. 

Sincerely. 

2/3 
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The Honorable James R. Clapper 
Director of National Intelligence 

S~ LECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

WASHINGTO•t OC 20610 547S 

November 19,2012 

Office of the Director of National Intelligence 
Washington, D.C. 20511 

Dear Director Clapper: 

sscu 2012-3796 
-~---·--

(U) The Senate Select Committee on Intelligence will conduct a closed 
hearing on Tuesday, November 27, 201 2, at 2:30p.m. in Senate Hart Building 
Room 219 on threats to, and security of, U.S. facilities. This hearing is a follow up 
to our November 15, 20 12, hearing, at which you testified on the September 11 , 
201 2, attack against two U.S. facilities in Benghazi, Libya, that killed U.S. 
Ambassador J. Christopher Stevens and three other Americans. We request that 
Mr. Matthew Olsen, Director of the National Counterterrorism Center, testify at 
the November 27 hearing. 

1 (SHNF) 1 We request that Mr. Olsen be prepared to discuss the following 
topics : 

l. The terrorist threat to U.S. diplomatic, military, and intelligence facilities in 
the Middle East and North Africa. as well as other regions of the world; 

2. Recent threats or disrupted plots against U.S. embassies and diplomatic 
facilities following the eptember 11 , 201 2, attacks, including thwarted 
plot in Jordan, Yemen, and Indonesia; and 

3. An asses ment of the likelihood that al-Qa'ida or other terrorist groups will 
attempt assaults similar to the Benghazi attack against U.S. or allied 
facilities. 

(U) We request that Mr. Olsen provide the Committee with a statement for 
the record, in both hardcopy and softcopy form, by November 26, 2012. We also 
request that he provide five minut~s of oral testimony summarizing this statement 
at the hearing. 

8ECRE1'11N6F6RN 
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(t') \\' • r ·yucst that all '"itnc ses and supporting staffha\e the appropriate 
cl~arancl!s. or that other arrangements are made in advance to ensure compliance 
"' ith ~ecurity proct!dures and the protection of classified information. 

(l l) Please ha\ e your ·taff contact Tressa Gucnov or Tyler Stephens, of the 
Committee taft: with any questions at 202-224-1700. 

Sincerely, 

·~- .... 
~~~~~ ~~~~ 

----- Dianne l'ei 1stein 
Chairman 

.J~axby Chambliss 
Vice Chairman 
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The Honorable James R. Clapper, Jr. 
Director of National Intelligence 
Washington, DC 205 11 

Tuesday, November 20, 20I2 

The Honorable Michele Leonhart 
Administrator 
Drug Enforcement Administration 
8701 Morrissette Drive 
Springfield, VA 22152 

Dear Director Clapper and Administrator Leonhart: 
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We continue to see that our nation 's public lands are under attack by sophisticated foreign Drug 
Trafficking Organizations that are using public resources to produce large quantities of 
marijuana and other illegal narcotics. Specifically, marijuana growers have increasingly shown 
no regard for our public lands and are degrading our environment, by illegally diverting and 
damming streams, eliminating native vegetation, and polluting land and water with potent 
pesticides and fertilizers. As you know, these organizations are typically well armed, threatening 
land owners and users of public lands like hikers, hunters and fishermen. 

Our law enforcement and intelligence community's response to this threat must be coordinated 
and unified in order to take our forests back from these illegal activities. Following up concerns 
that I had heard from law enforcement involved in this etTort, in 2011, I included a provision in 
Public Law 112-87 requiring the Director of National Intell igence (ODNI) to submit a detailed 
assessment of what was being done to protect our public lands from marijuana grow operations. 
I had hoped that this threat assessment would have examined in detail the ability oflaw 
enforcement, task forces, and the intelligence community to gather, process, and share critical 
intelligence information regarding the possible presence of foreign drug trafficking organizations 
on our public lands to allow for more international investigations and prosecutions. 

Earlier this year, I was briefed by the office of the Assistant Director of National Intelligence for 
Partner Engagement (ADNIIPE) on the threat assessment assembled pursuant to PL 112-87. 
During that and subsequent discussions with the ADNIIPE, I identified and raised significant 
issues with the process used to develop this threat assessment, how substantive the threat 
assessment was, and how the information assembled would be used to address the underlying 
issues I raised. 

Instead of including an additional threat a sessment requirement in the Intelligence 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013, I ask for the ODNI's commitment to facili tate additional 

J•unl .. ·l! v n o..::.·yd!'d jl~f>C I 

"' 
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contact between elements of the intelligence community and Federal Land Management 
Agencies (FLMAs). This commitment must ensure that FLMAs have the strategic intelligence, 
operational assessments and any other necessary information they need to disrupt and dismantle 
foreign DTOs, establish target priorities and disrupt the market. 

In addi tion, I request that the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), in coordination with the 
High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) Intelligence Support Centers, provide an 
assessment to FLMAs and the relevant Congressional committees that: (a) explores whether 
Mexican trafficking organizations are supplying illegal aliens to support grow sites locate-d on 
publ ic land or are facilitating illicit cross~border money transfers; (b) determines whether market 
disruption tactics are working; and (c) establishes, if possible, and in consultation with the law 
enforcement directors of the FLMA's, any target priorities for later strategic assessments. In 
assembling this assessment, I request that DEA coordinate with the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy (ONDCP) and the National Marijuana Initiative (NMI) who together will be 
working on a National Marijuana Threat Assessment with an emphasis on public lands, later this 
year. 

I strongly urge your careful consideration of this request before Congress completes its work on 
the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013, so that we may update the text of that 
bill accordingly. 

I thank you both for your continued work on this issue. Please contact me if you have any 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

Vv/{L~ 
MIKE THOMPSON 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable James R. Clapper 
Director of National Intelligence 
Office of the Director of National Intelligence 
Washington, D.C. 20511 

Dear Director Clapper: 

SSCI # 201 2-4387 

We have requested repeatedly over the past month in Committee hearings, 
staff briefings, and requests for documents that the Intelligence Community (IC) 
provide the Committee with the documents and communications related to the 
drafting and editing of the unclassified talking points on the September II, 2012 
attack in Benghazi, Libya that were provided to Congress on September 15, 20I2. 
We ask that you personally intervene in this matter and provide us with these 
materials as soon as possible. 

After a considerable delay on acting on the Committees ' requests, we 
understand that the responsive documents have now been compiled and are in the 
possession of your office. 

These materials are essential to our Committee 's oversight of how the 
Intelligence Community responded to the attack on the Temporary Mission 
Facility (TMF) in Benghazi. Frankly, we are astounded by the unnecessary delay 
in providing these and other materials regarding the attack previously requested by 
the Committee. Below is a timeline of the requests for this material: 

• November 1, 2012 - At an on-the-record briefing by IC officials to staff, 
SSCI Staff Director Grannis requested a written response explaining how 
the talking points were drafted and edited. 

• November 15,2012- At a hearing on the attacks on the TMF in which you, 
Acting CIA Director Michael Morell, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Deputy Director Sean Joyce, Under Secretary of State for Management 
Patrick Kennedy, and National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC) Director 
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Matthew Olsen were witnesses, Chairman Feinstein, Vice Chairman 
Chambliss and other Committee Members stressed the importance of 
reviewing the material related to these talking points. The Committee again 
requested these documents. 

• November 16, 2012 - During a meeting with former CIA Director David 
Petraeus at which other IC officials were present, the Committee again asked 
for documents and communications related to the drafting of the talking 
points. 

• November 29,2012 - At a hearing with IC witnesses on intelligence 
collection and operations in the aftermath of the Benghazi attack, Committee 
Members again stressed the need to review the process that led to the 
unclassi fled talking points and discussed whether it would be necessary to 
subpoena these materials due to the slow response. 

In addition, SSCI staff have called your Office of Legislative Affairs on an almost 
daily basis regarding these materials and the needless bureaucratic process 
involved in providing them to us. 

Today, we held another hearing on the Benghazi attack and discussed with 
your General Counsel Robert Litt the status of our request. Unfortunately, Mr. Litt 
informed us that a letter memorializing this oft-repeated request is now needed to 
help the Administration resolve its difficulties in order to provide these materials to 
the Committee. 

We expect that you will take the steps necessary to provide these materials 
to the Committee by no later than the end of this week. The longer this request 
remains open, the more questions arise regarding the integrity of the IC analytic 
process and credibility of the Intelligence Community. That is not in anyone's best 
interests . 

-....... -.- .. ........ ~ .... 
~~~~~~ ~~~~ 

Dianne Feinstein 
Chairman 
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The Honorable James R. Clapper 
Director of National Intelligence 

COMMITTEE ON 
HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051 ()-6250 

December 19, 2012 

Office of the Director of National Intelligence 
Washington, DC 20511 

Dear Director Clapper: 

In furtherance of the Homeland Security and Governmental Atlairs Committee's 
investigation of the September I I, 2012 terrorist attacks in Benghazi Libya, we are writing to 
request the timeline of the changes made to the talking points provided to the House Pennanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence regarding the Intelligence Community' s assessment of the 
attacks. 

During our previous meeting on November 19, 2012, we appreciated your agreement to 
provide this timeline and it seemed as if such a timeline was already nearing completion. We 
appreciate your providing this infonnation to our Committee without delay as we continue our 
investigation into the attacks in Benghazi on September II , 2012. 

&phff:-
Chainnan 

Sincerely, 

~~"l~ 
Susan M. Collins 
Ranking Member 
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