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~OP SECRE'i'l/NOFORN 

From: ·I(~'X] - SubJect Due-Outs from HPSCI Coffee 

. s~ona;esslonal f~F.!~rs -· 
ecure · 

· Open:,.__~----' 
Date: .o911412012 11:29AM :Cc:· 
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Th1s message rs digitally s1gne~l. 

Classification: TOP SECRE'l/Jio.IOfORN 

==================;:=.:====~=~==~~=~~~=======-~===:= 
For the Ccmmittee: 

1) "White Paper" on press-guidance (OPA, OGC,: 01, NE) 

II 

I 

.. We've already spo!cen to OPA~ will be coording with the WH as well 

4) Paper on motivations! for Green_..ci~J~Iue v!o~ence: (Os;o;) 

~A 

3). Contact' State l~gl Affairs for questions, on document destr.uction at-consulate (OCA) 

For.DCIA: 

1) Cabf~s) to{ ~mlng of prote~~. ~inked 'to the film and response (NE) 

2) Cable(s).to stations on oS/U securiiyJJ?S;-; NCS.)". 

Please send Committee responses to <;>cA ~r' 7th floor coard: 

Please send OCIA responses-to ODCIA. 

Thank you! 

I rc ;~ · .. 
OBia> ~ COng1i o71.-los. SeaJre: · · 
Open: 

===============================~=========~============ 
Classification. 'fOP SECRETJfNOFORN 
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CbNEID.E~TIAI:. 

Classification: COf<iFIDENTiAt Classified By: 2 ... 09/1412012 03:1"9:00 PM 
• 1 

From: 
To: 
Cc: 

( · ·J _.:·a 1 1 
~~~ l - - - ·-(;.•,: ~ I ~.., ... ~54 

·- r . l . 
<. - I '--

/" I,'!. ;t:"r- I 1 

{""1..--l .:o:-'--- I ~· r/ ld-~ -
QL_ :! -· -· lSt~n W. Preston/STF/AGEliiC WMA. 'j' ........ l l 

C •<; ( I 
·0911412012 03:19 PM Date: 

Subject; Re: LC)Opfng ODNCS·-.Re: Fw: FLASH i::oordination- white paper1or HPSCI Per DCIA.Request 

Classification. COr~FIBENTIA:I:: 

= =====================-------=== = 
Good point-that it coold be interpreted this way- pertiaps better stated that we-know they participated in 
the.protests. We do-notknow.who was .responsiblefor the-deaths. 

,~ ' !I :.) ·; ..... [] 

Director, Office of Terrorism Analy~is 
secure: ! I 
open:l I 
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Cta·ssificatio~: COI'ilfiiOENTIA:L. ~lassified· By: 2 ... 09/14/2012 03:16:33 PM 
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To:. 
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Date: 
'Subject: 

09/.1412012 03:16PM 
-R~_.loQplng.ODNCS-Re: Fw; FLASI:fcoordinatlon- wnite paper for Hf'SCI Per DCIA Request ·--

Classification: CONF tueM'fiAL 

. CON FI EH!:ONTIAL, 



r. 

=~==================~================================ 

Good question -I'H ~efer to~;~~.· ~Jc'd) . given the CT angle. 

(Added in OGC and OPA.as wen as.FYI). 
... a - '"' • • • -

. . 
Second tick says we know extremists Wl!h ·Ues to AQ participated in the attack, which implies complidty in 
the deaths of the American officers, Do ~know this? 

1"..; (~\ ~ Classification: CONFIDENJ IJS:C:Ciasslfied :By: 2 ... 09/14/2012 02:52:57 PM 

From: 
To: 
Cc: 

Date: 
Subject: 

Classification: CONFIDENTIAl 

=~-==============~--========~-~~==~~~=============== 

Seoond tick says we knowextremlsts with ties to AQ partfclpatei;l.in the attack, which implies complicity in 
the deaths .of the American officers. Do. w~· know this? 

.Ciassificatior:': COI\lFIOENTIAL·Ciassifie9-By_, 2 ... 09/14/2012·02:39:49 PM 

From: A / -

To: ' I I 
I r 

Cc: l 

Date: 
-suoject 

'-::::L;";"==-"'"""=-.::=-""':)u_l _______ _j St~hel) W. Preslon/STF/AGENCY@WMA 
09/.14/2012 02:39 PM 
looping ODNC~ - 'Re:·FiN! F:I;ASH~idrnatlon' -·white paj)erfor'HPSCI Per DCIA Requ~ 

ClassificatiOn: CO'NFIDENT!Al 

.._____/ 
. CONFI:DEN'l'IAL 

I 



CO~~IOI!:NTIAIJ 

=========----==========-=======:::::::================ 

m~: . t} N~ coords o_n the .below paper, to in~lude the earlier· editS. 

We have looped in-ODNCS and others. to ensure evervone-has a chance to review given the 
urgency at which ·this·.is-.belng requested. , . · 

For.ODNCS -.at-this· morning HPSCI coffe·e withDCJA, HPSCI members:eagerly sought some 
59rt of nwhite pape~ ·they could ·use to reply to numerous ntedia .requests aSking for comments 
on other inflammatory,pr~s·affiCies regarding t~e:Benghazl attack$, 

HPSCI has asked for unclassified points immeiJ!iJtelj that they c'an .. use in, talking to the media~ I have 
been asked toprovide a bit on responsibility. NEls pulling together(he.finai produqt. In addition to other 

. ·topics, NE w/1/..edd material about wamings:we gave to Cairo prior to the demonstrations, as well as . 
material on warnings we i5suet[prior to 9111 anniversaty. Please. take a quiCk Iooklo see if you believe 
that this is A) accurats andiJ) unclass.. · . · · 

For CTCI1sgal,! :?: i ~sked that I ~end this to you and anybody you lh/nk n~eds.to see in .OGC to 
make sure that noihmg we:are:saylng'here Is likely to lmpac/ any potenpat.Future legal prosecution . 

Thanks 

• We believe based on.cunenUysvailable information that the attacks in Benghazi were spontaneously 
inspired by·the protests.at'lhe US Embassy ln. Cairo and evolVed into a, direct assault against the US 
Consulate and subsequenUyits annex. This fiSSessment may.cfiange as·addltionallnfonnalion is 
collected and analyzed. and carrenUy.available jnfi:Jrmalion continues to be evaluated. 

• The crowd alino5t cerfaiii!y was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. That 
being said.. 'Ws do.kn,OW'tha/lsla(llic extremists with lies to ai-Oa'k!l! participated in the attack. 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack toAnsar ai-Shatia.· The group has since released a statement 
that the its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were 
involVed; Ansar ai-Sharia's fscebook page aims to spread shatia.in Libya and. emphasizes the need 
for jihad to counierwhalit views as false interpretations. of Islam, [!ccor.ding to an open.source study. 

• The wide.avsilabilityofweapons anrlexpetienced fighters in:libya·almostcertainly 'conttibuted to the 
lethality of the attacks. 

• Since April; then;; have-~een 'at least five.other attacks agairis(roreignJtiterests in Benghazi by 
unidentified assailaf115~ includii"lg the june attack against the BtitishAmlJas$.ador's convQy. We 
cannot rule·out that lndlvldusfs hadpmvlously,suJVeilled the l:/S'faf;ilitlf!S ,.·also contributing to the 
effk:acyo,ftheattacks; · · : · 

• We are working•wi/h LfDyan authotities and intelligence partners in an effort trJ:help bring Jo justice 
those responsible for..fhe dea/fls·'OfU$ citizens.· 

'---'(- ' _' ..:;;'-:...•_ • _ __JJ 'Cias~ification:I;ON FIOENTIAb Classified By: 2 .. - .09114/2012 02:27:18 PM 

From: 

CON.Fi fiEMTi'AL 
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CONPIDEP~T.IAL 

To: 
Date: 09/1412012 02:27PM 
SubJect: Fw: FlASH coordination - white p_aperfor HPSCI 

Classification. CO~FIDI;N=FI_AL 

'-===--==----====.!:--[_=---- -
Sorry, sent to the-wrong D·· 

J { . . J ,__ --,-I I 
Director.~ of terrorism "nalysis 
secure;:.:: .... L__J __ L-...., 

open:! I 

Fr:om: 
To: 
Date: 09/1472012 2:49 i'M 
Subject: .. Fw:· FLASH coordination·- white paper for.HPSCI 

Classification: C0Nf;I9ENTIAL 

~--------------------~ . . 
='========================~---:-~===;:::=== 

I didn't ask NEJINT. Just CTC/INT. 

Please see the one suggested addition from l)GC. . . 
Let me kiJOw if you need·anything:else .. AlsQ;_please be -sure that.DI FO gets~ copy. 

LL/-1 £ ;"-1 I 
Director, Office ofT.errorism Analysis 
secure: c::=J 
open:,_! ___ --..J 

-. --Forwarded b~,__ _ _,(_i ..:....; _,('-'' ;'-~ ·...:.1 _ _ _ .-J~E:'I. 09/1'4/2012l2:47 PM·-

· From: 
· ro: · 
Cc: 



·CO~F'I OEN.I IAL 

'.!)/ 
/ 

Date: 
Subject: 

09/1412012 ·12:23 PM · 
.Re: FLASH coordinatfoq - white ~per for HPSCI 

Classification: COI'iiFIOENTI~L. 

[~---=====-==-
hil ~-f'1 !-fve ;,nsuited ~th ~;ea;;s-:and:'~~~ly :mtemen~~;~~7ght have implications for 
future prosecution. is the first bullet. recommend adding the text indicated. to add some 
insutabbn, please let me know. if you have any questi9o~. than!<s ... .. . . 

09/14/201211:15:24AM 

From: J 
To: 

'7 { r~ (:' .;:· A.,..,:.- !J I 
. / (... . .- / . - ./ 

Cc: 

Date: 09114/20.12.11:15 AM 
Subject: FLASH coordination - white paper for HPSCI 

Classification: COPdriOENtiAt 

I I . . 
=-:::_~--:--=-==---:=---......---:-------:----===-======~·: 

HPSCI has asked for untlassified··p:otnts Immediately ttiat they can·us~.in-talkirlg to the media. I have 
been asked to provide a bit on responsibility. NE is pulling togeth~dhe·final product. In addition to other 
topics, NEwill add material about'wamings we gave to Cairo prior to the~ demonstrations, as well as 
material on warriif!gs we isst:ied prior to 9111 annivel$ary. Please take a quick look to see If you believe 
that this IS A) acctirate and B):unclass; 

For CTC/Legal,l ) , !asked thaf I send this to you and anybody you.think needs to_ see in OG.C to 
ma.ka sure that ·nothlng we are ~ying here is likely to impact' any potential Mure.legal prosecution. 

Thanks 

lo l (.. il 

·• We believe based on currently.avallable'lnfcir'inatiqn thafth~· attacks .in,B_enghazl wer~ spontaneously 
inspired by. the. protests at- th~:us Embassy·in .Cairo and evolved. intcra·dlretr assault' against tbe us 
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This ·assessment may change as additionai:Jnformation. is 
collected. and analyzed and ·curr~ntly avai_lable information continues to be·evaiuated . 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONEIOEN'fiAL 

e The crowd almoSt certainly was a mix of individuals ffom across many sectors of libyan society . That 
being said,, we do know 'that Islamic extremists with ties.to ai·-Oa.~IC!a .partidpated .in. the.attack. 

• Initial press reporting linked the .attack to:Arisar ai.:.Sharia. The groop has since released a statement 
thatthe its leadership did notorder..the attacks,.but did notdt;iny·tl]atsQme ~ its· mem~ers ~ere . 
in~olved. Ansar C!I...Sharia's facebook .page aims to spread shaiia in Ubya and emphasizes the need 
for jihad to c:Ounter: whaJ it-views.as·.false interpretationS of.lslam, according to.an ope·n source study. 

. - . . . 
• The. wide availability of weaponS aild experienced. fighters in .Libya almost certainly contributed to the· . 

lethality of the attacks. 

• Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests ·in -BenghaZi by 
unidentffled assailants, including the June attack against the'Biitish Ambassador's convoy. We 
cannot rule out that individuals had previously surveilled. the. U.S facilities, also cOntributing to the 
efficacy of the attacks. · · 

• We are working with Libyan·authonties and intelligence partners.in-an·effort'to help ·bring to justice 
those responsible for.the:d.eath!>.Of US citizens •. · 

I { I',;.. c T :_j 
Director r=:e.of Terrorism Analysis 
secure: ] · 
open=! I 

==.===============~=============-~~======~============= 
Classification:' CONFIDEN I lAt. 

=====;::;===================:;:::;::::::==::.==;:=====.========== 
Classification: CONFIPENl'IAL 

==========~=====~========~===~=========~===~~======== 
Classification: cm~r:tdENTIAL 

================================~====~==========~=~== 
Classification· CONFIC~NTI.~I; 

=========================~=======~==================== 
Classification.; CONFiDENTIAL. 

=============================;::=.:;:;:::::::;==~===!::=7~==== 

Classificatio": CQNFIOENTIAL 

.:.CONFI9EN'l'IA~ 



====-======--==========,==--============-======== 
Classification: coNHDENliAL 

=======================--===-..:.---·-====--==---=-= 
Classlfi~n:.CONFIBEN'ftAt"" 

I 

:::::========-~=======--===.===--====·==::;::;_;:;:;.::::: .... ~-==;::; 

ClassificatiQn: CONFI9EN:AAL 

==-=;:::=~====~=;=.:==;:::::=::~===============:==========· 

Classlficalion:-GONFlOCffflAt 

CONFi6EN'i'IAL 
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From: 
Sent: 
·o: 
.:C: 
Subject 

Tommy: . 

[( ; • ;,j II 
- 2---1 

Friday, September 14, 2"0121 f :"17 ~M 
vretor, Tom(Tly. . _ .,_ 
Rtiodes,..Benjamln d.;[ 'v .;> ~ • -T!:. ~ I 
Congressional.talking .points:ery route. ttils a~moqn·for. coof9 

Ecfloing my voicemail to you: 

You should be seeing some "Wnite Paper" talking polnts'fro·m u~'this afternQon for CQordlnation. They are for 
Congressional use, per their request,. re Benghazi issues .. 

Thanks, · 

~ 
~ 
Cbtet Media RelatfoM 
OA Offi~ of Public Affairs 

.t 



From: 
Sent: 
•a: 
;ubfect:. 
Attachments: 

. . 

~inller 14;20f2 3:00PM 
. 

.Cleaned HP,SCI TPs . 
CleanedHPSCI 1~dkiqfPOiritS fot~wfth the Media.doc 

o' J 
I t; 



HP$CI Talking Points.for i;.Use with:.the Media 
14 ~epternl)er 201? 

e We believe basedon currentlyavailable·information that the attacks in Benghazi 
were sp(>ntaneously inspired by the prolests·at the US Embassy jn Cairo and 
evolved into a direct ~;tssauti against .the. US ·Consulate· and subsequently its. annex. 
This assessmentmay change:as .additional inform~tior:"~ is.collected·and analyzed 
and currently available information continue·s to be evaluated . 

., The crowd almost-certainly was a mix of individuals from. across many sectors of 
Libyan society. That being s~id, ·we do know that .lslamic·extremists with .ties to ai-
Qa'idaparticipated in the attack.. · · 

8 Initial press reporting linked the·attack to Ansar ai-Sharia; The group has since 
released a statement that the its leadership did not order the attacks, ·but did not 
deny.lhat-some.·of its members were invoived. Ansar ai-Sharia~s facebook page.aims 
to spread sharia.iQ Ubya and emphasizes·the need.for'jihad to counte~ what it views 
as false· interpretations of Islam .. according to an open source study. 

o The wide availability ef weapons ~d experienced .fighters in Libya .almost certainly 
contnbuted to the: lethality, Of the attacks.:: · - · · 

• Since. April, there have .been at least five other' atta~~.against for~ign interests in 
Ben_ghazi by uni~entified assailants, including the June attack against the British 
Ambassador's oonvoy .. We.cannet rule out that individuals had previously surveilled 
the US facilities, .. atSQ confributin!;J to the effica~y of the a"ttacks. 

• We are '!'fOrking with Ubyan al:rthorities and ihtelligen,ce-partners in an effort to help 
bring to justice those responsible .for the ~eaths of US;citizeris. 

t I • 



t=rom: 
3ent: 
,.o: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Colleagues: 

L .. " . 1j ~ ':· (.. . 
Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04PM ,---::---...-----=-------. 
~""'E~~ Benjamin J.;[ / v ;; ' / ·,;, . 
~-C~ 

-HPSCltafkrn~:~ln1s- or review. 

HPSO has requested talking points from the DCIA for use witn:the me.dia. 

Pl~ase review the below.·and respond with:v.our comments ASAP.: 

Thanks very much, 

(. /~? 

t.:··/~\~ 

Chief, Medi~ Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 

I I 
H~l rai~ng .Poll)ts for Use with'the.Media 

14 Septe~ber:2012 

We believe based on currently available information that the attacks in Bengtiazi·were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Calm and evolved Into a direct assault·agai~st the US Consulate .and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as additional Information is collected· and analyzed and currently available 
infonnation continues·to be evaluated; 

o The crow.d almost certainly was a mix of-individuals from across many sectors· of Libyan society. That being said, we 
do know that.lslamic extremists with ties to.ai-Qa'ida partidpated in the attack. 

a ln'itlai press reportfl)g linked the attache Ansar ai-Shari<i. The group has since Teleased a.statement that its 
leadership-did not .order the attacks}bLit dfd not deny that some of its ·mE[mbers. were involved. Ansar ai-Sharia's 
Facebook page aims! to spread sharia in l..ibya and emphasizes·the.need fo[Jihad·ta counter-what it views as false 
interpretations of Islam, according to an open source stud)t. 

a The wide availability of weapons amJ·e~perie{!CedJighters in libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of 
the attacks. · 

e Since April, there have:been af.leastftve other attacks againSt ·foreign intere~ In Bengha~i by unidentified 
assailants, ·including the June attack agalnst the British:Anibassador"s conv~y. We cannot rule out that individuals 
had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to_the ~fficacy of the. attacks. 

·• · We are. working with libyan authorities· and intelligencefpiutnersJn an.effprt.to help bring to justice those . . . . . . -
1 

I responsible .for the deaths of.I)S citizens. . 

r 

... -·. 



From: 
Sent: 
... o: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Colleagues: 

. 
v $'> "-~. s !>' 

We still have a number of components coordinating here on these points. and we will have further edits. We are multi­
tasking due to the time constraints . 

. I'll send you an updated version around 1600 today. 

Thanks, . 

~~~(-;A G- ~t'; ·--~-·-··---· ---····--<-·<- ·•------- - -.. ~· -·--·------·---------·-""" 

Sent: Friday, September: 14, 2012· 3:04 :PMr----,::---------------~ 
TO-~=fommv; -••e.:U•mm J,;j .:t-~ :-:" s, , _,., /'·', ,s 
Cc: 0 ' .. ~--! . , 
Su PSQ talking polnts:for review 

Colleagues: 

riPSCI has requested talking pc;~ints.from the .DCJA 'for·use wifli the media. 

Please review the below and. respond with:v.m~r comme'nts.ASAP • • 

Thanks very much, 

. 

. 

Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs· 

I I 
·HPSCI Talking PointS for Use ~thttte'Media 

14 September 2012 

•. We believe based on currently av;lilable informatlonthat-the.attacksJn Benghazi.:were spontan~ously Inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassyjn ~iro ~nd· evblved' info a direct_assauJt·againsnhe US Consulate·and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change·a.s additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information. continues to be evaluated. 

e ' The crowd almost certainly was a mlx:ofindividuals·.f,.Pnra~ross ·rnaQy,se~ors_of libyan society. That being said, we 
.do know-that-Islamic extremists with ties io·ai:.-Qa'ida partidpated in·the attack .. 



'CONHDEN'f'IAL 

c 
. General Counsel 

•

.. From: Stephen·W. Preston Subject: Re: l:.ooPJng ODNCS - Re: FW: .FLASH coordination -
.white paper for HPscl Per DCIA Request [j 

cy· ( L _( ·,~1 .~c.. · J 

~!~. D 
Datet Q9/14 12 0;4;20.PM 

To: 
:Gc:, ("; ,.1 .._ ;_, I ,A..,.-- ,...,_-·:;. -~ 

"- c· Sf • ~ 'j , 'L(''..S, 

c ( ( ·- ~ 
This message Is digitally signed. 

C~la~ss~ifiikcati;;ti;·o;;;n':i. c~o~r~~r='fllbFiiE;:;P~aT.~.IA~I::::--..--__,.,....-:---'-'-__::.---- - .~ ..... ·· · - · · · -

-----=--=.--·-=--= -.-=--=========~...::""":=====;::::;=:= 
Folks, I know there Is a hurry to get·this out, :but we need·to hold'it lorig enough to ascertain whether 
providing it oontlictswith express instructions from NSSJOOJ/FBI that; in light of.the·crimihal investigation I 
we are not to generate statements with a~nts as.to who did 'this, etc.- even internally, not to 
mention for public release .. "J·am copying~who may be more f~mill_ar with those "instructions and 
the tasking arising from the HPSCI coffee. • · · 

Classification. CONFJDE~ITIA 1 Classified By: 2 ... 09114/2012 03:2~:32PM 

From: 
To~ 
Cc: 

. / -<'' .. 
·· • ,1 c··t, .. 1 

l'-f (. ::> 

/ s ,; ~ "/'r l "' 
c· ?C I 

. 'J :tl 

I 
I I 

I 
{ .. ! •c I ·)· ., I 

'1 I cz-1-t I C"·IL 
0• ~ ,. :) 

I Ste~hen W. Preston/ST:=JEN~Y@~~:I ( ·.· L1 1; . ~~; ==r 
09ll'tl2012:o3:29 PM· . Date: 

Subject: Re: looping ODNCS-: Re: Fw: FbA_~H.coordination- whfte.paper for HPSCI Per DCIA Request 

Classification: COMFIDENTIAI:: 

I 1 ~=~=~=~~=~=~===========~-~-~-~=~-=-~-==-==-=--~~-~=====-~================== 

OGC coprds. onthe·TPs, inclyding ~e ¢~ange· to the:-second'tick·noted.by[~· ~/ .<-'7h 

All content wlthin this ·ernail~ Including attachments and email threads,. carry the controls · 
I hen when not !:?pecified·hJ the clas$)fication lin~ .un_less-ot!lerwise noted .. . . 

CONF! DEN'f,IAL .. . . . -

I 



-UNCLASSIFIED 
. . ' 

From: [( '·f <. ./'."! /Subject: HpSCI Whl~ Paper Talking Points for. review before 
Chief, Media Relations Branch White House 
Office of Public Affairs . -T:o: ·- I //...! r J 

D~e: 0~/14/2012 04:42 ~M Cc· . 7
1 

====. ==.,::::::::::::=:::::_ ______ ""77-r-• 
4
.,-------, 

• ·• . ~-·r ;. ~ \C"I·I .: rr... C. j . 
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

-==>"'== 

For review before sendfng to .the White House:: 

HPSCI ~ite P~_~er Talki~- Points for Use With the Media 

.t4:sept£mibet 2012 

•The currently available information· suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi 
were spontaneously inspired. by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and 
evolved into a direct ass~ult against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. 
T~is assessment may change as additional information is ~llected and analyzed 
and currently availapl~ information continues to be evaluated·. On 10 September we 
warned of social media reports calling· for a demonstration in_.front of the Embassy 
and thafjihadists were. threatening· to break into ~e Emb_as.sy . 

• The crowd almost certaih'ly was a mix··of .individua·fs·ftom across many sectors .of 
Libyan. sc;>eiety ... The investigation· is on-:Qoing as to who· is responsible. That being 
said, we do know that Islamic extremists p~rticipat~ ·in .the violent de~onstratioris. 

. . 
• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar a1-5haria. The-group ha~ since 
released a statement that its 'leadership did not order the attacks . "but did not deny 
that some of its members were involved. Ansar ai-Sharia's Facebook page aims to 
spread_sharia in Ubya and emphe~sizes the need forjihad to counter what it views as 
fals~ interpretations of _Islam • .-acc~rding ~ an :~pen source studY.. 

• The wide availability ofweapons and experienced fighters iri. libya al~ost certainly 
contributed to t~e lethal~ _of th~ '~~cks. · · · 

UNCLASSIFIED' 



, . .. 
I 

.: .. 
·UNCLASSIFIED 

eThe Agency. has procfuced numerous pieces :on ftie threat of extremists linked to · 
al'-Oaeda in Benghazi and eastern libya. These noted that, since April, there have 
been_at least. five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi by unidentifie<t 
assailants, inch:Jding the June attack· against the British Ambassador's convoy. We 
cannot rule out that individuals had previ.ously sur:veilled .~e U$ facilities •. also 
·contributing to the efficacy <?f the attacks . · :. · ·· 

• The US Govemm~nt is wol:king with tibyan auffiorities and :intelligence partner-S in 
an effort to help bring to justice those responsible·fpr the deaths of. US citizens. 

• • & • 

cu., /. "fJ ;::;;:""r Relation• "lnch. Office or ••one Aila ... 

Open . . I . 

=======-:==================--~===~~-~======--===~=== 
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

. .. . 

UNCLASSIFIE9 · :;. 

I.' 



From: 
Sent: 
·o: 

Cc: 

. 
"-· •1 

Subject: 

Vietor, Tommy, [Thomasj._Vletor~V!hd.ecip.goii] 
Frl~~~tan:'ber 14, 2~~ 2 ~:57 P.M . , ., , 

.7 • • Rhodes, BenJarmn J .;! , \..... :::. .1 . • ~ i .::. 
• -v t· • . .~<,. ~ .. 

/ : ~_J ~ · ,:~ • 

BE: HPSCI:talking points•for.reliiett: 

[CS')s there· an updated version of thistcan.drcufat~ internally?: 
.;;.. ~ ' ' 

.... ~ ... --... ~·-· .· .... -~· ....... --""·"--:·...,.-=·:,., ........_ __ ~ .... -~-- - ·--·-· .......... -...._ .... _ .. _. _ ___ --... ---- - ·- ·· .. 

. L\ 

COlleagues: 

We still have a number of companent:$ coordinating· !lere: on·these.P<>in~ :aM we· will have .further edits. We are multi-
tasking due to the time constraints. · · 

I'll send you an updated version around 1600 tpday; 

Thanks, 

R?D -.~ 

F~-;.T£ · ,; .. ·:.' I ··--·---··--·---··-·----~--... .,.. ....... ~~---,_.,_,.-.. -~--· ··--·------. ---·- -----............ __ .. ___ _ 
·Sent: Friday, September :14, 2012 3:04-PM.r'-'-. ---:-~---:----------------.. 
Toe r~ommy; Rllodes, Benjamin: J.; I A '"' ' • ,, >.., - o '•f; > f 
Cc ( 1 , · r .; -- '-L...o~-----------' 

SUbject: : PSCI talking points for reView· 

COlleagues: 

HPSCI has requested. talking points from the OCIA·foruse with ~he media; 

Please review the below and re_spond with your comments-ASAP. 

Thanks very much, 

rf ,.., 
\ f.,!~ t 

(_ f~--) 

,fiPScl Talking Points for Use wiih~th-e Media 
14 Sept~nibe_t 2012 

I I • 



from: c' /~r., ' 
Sent: 
""'o: 

ay, ~e- ember 14; 2012 5:04PM ,....-----~----------. 
Vietor, :Tommy; Rhodes, Benjami~ . .),;j 1\_, :( > r . ' , :>. 

Cc: 

~ ,. . ·~~~~----~ 

'-==..,....,.,;..::-:::~ :-:- ·~C,..:.~ .:' ' ; : , 
Subj6ct: . RE: HPSCI talking)~oints for revieli;f 

Tommy: 

Very sorry for the de fay. We've been steadily working on .them.and'they are now at'the final stop before coming to you 
soon. I'll rush them to you as soon as possible. · 

- · .. ·~~-~·-- · --·---- ·- -~----·------·------··· ~- -"- .. ~--· ------·- .-~·-"· ·--------- ____ ,.. . _ _.,. ____ ----... ~- .... ---· ___________ .. __ _ 

' . 
/~);..' /is there an updated version ofthis I can.circulate internally? 

To: 
"'.(:: ( /. I (. • 

..liubject: RE:fi 

'r, Tomm'y;.Rhodes; .Benjamln J.~L--'-/--'''- =-·':_'".::_, _ ..:.._'I::....'·_' r •• • ., ~,.. ' ~ 1 ; - ~ _, ./ . ~ ) j. "' "" / "•'· 1 } .} .... 

Colleagues: 

We still have a number of components coordinating here .on' t~ese points and we will have·further edits. We are multi­

tasking due to the time constraints.· 

I'll send you an updated version a·round 1600 today. 

Thanks, 

·;;~;; l_( t,.,: u/{t ---.. ·-·-----· ----...... - , .. __ _,, ... _ ... ·-----...,.--. ·~--·- ....... ------ ---~--· -·-·· -· ··-

Sent: Friday, September 14,.2012 3:04PM ·--------,.,--------------~ 
To:·Viet:Qr, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamii'IJ.; [ /v.;._:; / ~. --.-) /':, s<; 
Cc:~·-. ~~~~~~----------------~ 

suti)ea:lfPS'a talking points for review 

HPSCI has requested talking points from the DCIAJo~ use w~h.the me~ia . 

. ·lease revi~wthe below and respond with your comments·ASAP'. 

I \' 

J 



From: 
Sent: 
'o: 

Cc: 

, 

~ (."' J 
Subject: SC[ tall<ing points for reView_ 

Should we include Shawn Turner on the toord fur the ju;~intS?, 

·;~-.;.~- (".:~j~ ~; 1-----.. -· ·--·---····· ---·-----·-.. -- _____ .... ... .. ·=·--.. ---- ·- --------- --------~-- .. ~ ... ,., ........ --- --·---·-·--·--. ·--

• .- prember 14; :2012 3:27PM· 

Cc:
To: ~~Vietor, Tommy;-Rhodes,_BeQjamlnJ:-; 1 ~· .. hv.//f.fJ }' I. 

! ~~~1!' 4 
.Subject: RE: HPSCI talking pointsJcir ~evle~ 

Colleagues; 

We still have a number of compbnents.coordinating here on 'th~se paints and we -wili have:further edits. We are multi-
tasking due to the time constraints. · · 

I'll send you an updated version around-16ootoday. 

Thanks, 

G/-~ 

.-l-o~l (~ f-'.: '- _,.,.----· --- ---·---------~--..:..-.---........ --...---.---~·-·---···-~-:·~ ..• - · ------- -~------- - --­

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 3:04 'PMr·---,,..---=---:---:---c~.----------, 
To: Vietor, Tommv; Rhodes, Benjamin J.;c:::& ~ S~i.;; i " , .-' . ":' i ; .i =-::::J 
Cc:~.( -.1 , 
Subject: HPSa talking. poin~ -for.revieW, · 

Colleagues: 

HPSCI has requested .talking ,points from-tne:DCIA for use· with the m'edia, 

P.lease:reylew the:below and re~pond with your comments ~AP. 

Thanks very muChi 

Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 

I I 
:HPSCtTalldng_Poi~_·fO, Use with the. Media· 

· 14-~eptember: 2012' 

1 

p 
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. _ .... , . 

From: 
Sent: 

I :·~ .... ..... ,,; ~ 

Fnaa sepiember-14, 201~ s:o9 ~lilr 

.;c: 
,. 

'l:. ./ ·1 . . 
Subject: R~ HP~CI-~king points for review 

Thanks forthe reminder •. Yes, :l told.him we would. '· ··. 

L.c J~. _/1,:1 

Subject: RE:-HPSCI talking points.for review· 

Should we includ~ Shawn Turner 9n ~~ cqord·for the pointS?. · 

......... -------~·-· -·- .~ .. -.. _ .. _ ... ~ ~ ~--·- · -··-- -·-·- ·-· ·~--"!"'·-·-·.---· - · ---·.-=.... -..---""!'·-~·.,~-_,.....:-... 

Fro~ (i ,.• ,_ fl-::J ·. · . · · · · .. 
Sent: Friday, September,14, 2012 3:27PM 
To t 1 ~LC: .,,_. etor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjan:H!JJ.;-j /v· _;5.-, , -~:} , ~ ~-'-"'1 1 "'~-~, :. s. 
CC:: c 1-1....::... ~J 
Subject: RE: HPSCI talking points· fur reView 

Colleagu~s: 

Ne still' have a numbef:ofcomponents·cc)i:n:dinatilig·ttere on thes~ points:and _we wiiJ·Jiave further edits. We are multi-
tasking due to the time-constraints. · 

I!JI send you an l!pdated version around 1600 today. 

Thanks, . 

1.."1 ,, ~ 
l{_ '~if -·, 
Fn.";:rz:: 2 -----.. ------~------·.:!--·--·-------- ------------'-·- ·~· -.. ----------- __ _,_ _______ ,.,_ 

Sent: Frtday; September 14, 2012'3:04 PM.,...:-· --------- ------------. 
To: Vietor,. Tommy; Rhodes, ·BenjaminJ._;,j ./'-' ~-.).- ··.-.,' , . 1 .., • . r:-:-;--, , . -- r [, ·.;), v~;: ,.;. t > ) 
Cc:~y /.' . '----~----'-~,..--,:;_ -~- ..1,.-L4------ ----' 

~bjed: HPSCI tillldng pb_lnts. for review 

Colleagues: 

HPSCI' has-requested talking points from tlie DCIA for use w~th_ the·.media .. 

Please review the below and respond witfl·your.comments\ASAP. 

Thanks very much, 

~,?,1 
~~1-, 

l 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Colleagues: 

Apologies for the .delay; 

Please review.thls revfsed version: 

HP5g White Pa·~rTalldng:Peints·foi Use_wlth the IVIedla 
~4:Septell!ber 2012 

0 The ~urrently available information suggests that the ·denionstratlons in· Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by · 
the protests at the. US Embassy in Cairo-and evolvE:d lntoa;airect assaUlt'agalnsttne US Consulate-and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as additlonal 'infor'ination is collected and.analy;z:ed and currently available 
information continues'to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned ofsocial inedia r~ports calling for a 
demonstration in front of the Embassy and_ th~t jihadists .were threatening:to break into the Embassy. 

Q: The crowd almost certainly was a mix·of.lndlviduals from across many sectors ·of.Ubyan society. The investigation is 
on-going as to who is responsible fonhe violence. That being said, we 'do ·know that rslamic extremists participated 
in the violent demonstrations. 

" Initial press reporting finked:the attack to AI\Sar'ai-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its 
leadership did not order the attaol(s, but did not deny that some of its mef!'lber~ were -involved. Ansar ai-Sharia!s 
Face book page aims to s~readsharia In libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false 
interpretations oflslam,.accordii:ig·to an o~·n.source stud_¥,: · 

e. The wide availability of weapons and expei'ienc$d fighters in libya al~qst-certainly.~ontributed to the lethality of 
the attacks. · 

$ ' The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremist:S '!inked·to al-Qa·eda in· Benghazi and eastern 
libya. These noted that, since· April, there have been at least five 'other-attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, including the June. ~ttack against·the British Ambassador's convoy. ·We cannot rule out 
that indiy.iduars· had previously_ surveilled the: U~ facili~ie~, ~Is!' contribirtif'!g. to.the: efficacy of the -attacks. 

. . 
Q The US Government Is· working witti.Ubyim authorities and intelligence.;partners 'in an effort to help bring to justice 

those responsible for the._deaths of OS citizens, 

Thanks, 

1 



(f) '. ·~ 

From: 
Sent: 
'o: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Thanks. Will vet here now. 

Colleagues: 

Apologies for the delay. 

t V •..t /.} :..j ~~ ..::_> _ _ _ ---~-...J 

Plea5e revlew·this revised version: 

HPSCI White Pa~rTalking POints for Use with the Media. 
14 September 2012 

• The currently available information suggests that :the demonstrations:in .Benghazl .. were· spontaneously inspired by 
· • the· protests at the: us Embassy in cairo and evolved into:a,direct assault against the us CC?nsulate.and subsequently 

its annex. -This assessment may chang~ as:additlo~'alinformati~n.ls ~llected. and a!'lalyzed·and currently·available 
Information continues to be ·evaluated. On 10 September we warned of soci<!l media~reports calling for a 
demonstration in front of the .E.mbassy a~d that jihad~ were th~eatening to break:into the-Embassy. 

• The crowd almost ce-rtainly was a mix of individuals from across mariy·se·ctors of l:ibyan society. The investigation Is 
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence., That being said, we do know.that !slamfc extremists participated 
in the violent demonstrations. · · 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack-to Ansar ai-Sh~ria .. :The group has.since released a statement that its 
leadership did" not 6rdedhe attacks, but did "not· deny that some o~ its.inembers were, involved .. Ansar ai-Sharia's 
Facebook page .aims to'spread sharia In Ubyiii and emphasizes the need for 'jihad to:couriter what it views as· false 
interpretations: of !slam, a~or.dilig to_an op~n sour~:study. · 

e· The wide·availability of weapons ancf"exjlerlenced·fighter,S In libya almost certain_ly;contributed to the lethality of 
the attacks: . 

e The Agency has produced numerous pieces on'the threat of extremists linked to ai~Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern 
Ubya. These .. noted·that, since Aprili there have been at least fwe oth~r attacks against.foreigri Interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, including the.June attack againstthe Br;itis~ Ambassador.'s.convoy. We cannot rule out 
that -Individuals had previo.usly surveilled.lhe U_SJac~lities, ·also oor:ttributil)g .to -the effi~cy 6fthe attacks. 

' The us ·Government .is working with.Ubyan autl\onties and iiltelllgente partners i!J an.efforUo help bring to justice 
·those respanslble·for the deaths. of us. citizens. . . ' · · ·. .. . 

1 

··: 



From: 
.sent: 
To: 

. I ;c: 

subJect: 

Colleagues: 

FYt 

I .;'-o ' ~--><: ' ' \-· --.....--'-'.!.> ,, ' ' , ' , ~ \. 
' 1~.1 c~·,.,..-: · . 

FW: Revised. HPSCJ.Ta!king Pointiffor"Review· . . - . . . 

These are talking points for HPSCI's use -with_.tn~ media. They asked the'DCIA·for them today. 

White 'House is reviewing and DNns·aware. 

Chief, Media Relations 
CiA Offece of Public Affairs 
C . I 

-~m{~:tr~-z~r,---~---- - · -----.-------~--..... - -- --___ ,_ .. _____ __________ _ 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 20i2 '5:09 PMt 
·a: r tor, ~mmy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; ,r-_-;/,J-::\-::$;--.,..-~::;----;.,...,---,:-:----------, 

c;c:· ( /.., ·l.:... awnS Turner 
Subject! Revised HP'"';:,CJ Talking Polnf:s ror.ReYi~SW 

Colleagues: 

Apologies for.the.delay. 

Please review this reVised version: 

Hf.!SCI White Paper·TalkirtgPoiilts for Use·wltfi the Media 
·· 14-~ptember 201? . 

• The currently·ava!lable information suggests that the demonstrationS in Benghazi-were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests atthe US Erribas5y in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment.may.change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently av<!ilable 
information continues· to be evaluated. ·.on 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a · 
demonstration in front of tile Eniba_~ and that jihadists werethreatening to brea~ into the Embassy. 

• The crowd almost certainly was a mix of indiviqwils from across-many sec;:tQ!'S ·of libyan society. The investfgatlon is 
on• going as to who is. responsible for the violence. ·That 'being said_, we. do kn~w that Islamic extremists participated 
in the violent demonstrations.. · . . · · · 

Initial presneporting·linked the·attacl<to'Ansar ai-Stlarla. The group-has since released:a·statement that its 
leadership-did not order the attac~rbut.di~. !lOt.deny t~at;some of itS members were involved~ .Ansar ai~Shar:ia's 

1 



I 

Facebook page alms to spread sharia tn·Ub'ya and empliaslzes the neei:J for Hhaci to counter what it views as false 
interpret.atipns of Islam; accordin~to an open source ·study, 

o The wide availability ofw~P.ons an~ -~~~rienced figtit~rs'il;l L!bya ali'rloSt certaln.ly contributed to. the lethality of 
the.attacks. · · 

o The Agency has produced humerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to at~Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern 
Libya. These noted ·tnat; since·April, thel'~ h'ave been at least five other attacks against foreign Interests In Benghazi . 
tiy unidentified assailantS, 'inCluding the June-attack:agalnst t.he Britlsh.Ambassad6r!s cbnvoy. We.cannot rule oat 
that individuals had previously surveilled. the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacl<s. 

• • • •• 0 

o The US Government is working with libyan authorities ahd intelligence. partners·in an effort to help bring to justice 
those responsible. ~r.tlie-~ths of uS.citizens. · · ·· ·· · . · · 

Thanks, · 

/' 

, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs, 

l J 

.2 



. I 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
!c: 

Colleagues: 

I'm told that Chairman Rogers'inteni:ts'to use ti'iese talking paintS on Sunday. 

Kindly respond to this note indicating that;you've reviewed _these talking points ASAP. 

Thanks, 

Colleagues; 

FYI . 

• hese are talking points for'HPSCI's use .with th~ media. Th~y asked the DCIA forlherrt today. 

White House is reviewing and ONUs ~ware. 

Chief, Me ia Relations 
_CIA OffiCe of Public Affairs 

[ ~ 

;.. 

=~:TI:r~:~~~~-~~-~;~:~~~---··---· -·--~·-------------~-·-·--------· --·----------·--·~ ---- -------··-·-···--·-·-··· 

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; I l \.i ~ s , ~ 1 ~ r,,_ 'I :..•/I..;.:;.L, .:.1...t.> _______ ..-J 

Cc'~·- !Shawn S Turner _su -:Revised HPSCI T~llking Polqts:for:-Re\iiew· 

Colleagt,~es: 

Apologies.for ~e delay •. 

Please reView this reVised ver51on: 

l ' 



From: 
Sent: 
"o:· 

Cc: 
Subject: 

[~:~~]I know you're trying·to·move these fast so here;~ an initial'round ofed~.one.small tweak in .senten~ 3 of 
buUet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make·sure the highlighted portiQns are full coordinated with 
the State Department in the. event th~ they get inquries. ·. · .. 

HPSCI White Paper Talking POints for·usa with·ttae Media 
14 September 2012 

Q The currently available infurniafion suggests that the:demonstratiOns'iil'EJeflghazi:Were.spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy rn Cairo·and evolved into a direct assault against:the biS Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. ThiS assessmentf!~ay chaoge as additional'information is collected and .~nalyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated; On 10 September we warned of sodal media reports calling for a 
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and thatJihadists were threatening .to: break into the Embassy. 

- -! - • 

e The crowd almost certainlY was a rriix·of individuals frorn:across many sectors of libyan society, The investi~ation is 
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence,. That·being sa!d, we do know that Islamic extremists participated 
in the violent demonstrations. 

• Initial press reporting llnkE!!d the attack to ·Ansar a!=-Stiaria~ Tile group !1@s ·since:released_a statement that· its 
leadership d!d not order the attacks, but. did not denylhat some of its members were invoJved. Ansar ai-Sharfa's 
Facebook page alms to spread sharla in libya and emphasizes the ne~?d for-jihad to counter: what it views as false 
intef!lretations of {slam,.according to an open. so~rce study, 

• The wide availability of weapons and.experlenced'fighters· in Ubya almost.tertainly contributed~ to. the lethality of 
the attacks. . · 

o· The Agency has produced numerous pieces on thetnr._eat of extremiSts linked 'to-.ll~aeda in Benghazi and eastern 
libya. These noted that, since April, ther~ ·have been-at'least.five other attacks againstforeign fnterests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants,_ including the June attack against.the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule aut 
that individuals had previously surveilled the US fac:illties, also contrib~tingto ~he efficacy of the. attacks. 

.. The US Government is working with liby!atrautfiori~i~s ·and int~llig~~c~ ,partnersJn an·effort to help bring to justice 

those responsible for ttle deaths of us· dtjz~ns. 

Colleagues: 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Thanks very much for.your prompt response, Tommv. 

Will send over to STA.TE. 

~-. -· ···"Y· ---~- ·-'- ·· ··-· ---- ·----···- ... _ ..... --. .... ..-----_.: .. ;;.,,.._ ____ .. _ .. _, ... ___ ...... ~- --~· ·--=-·-- ··-:-........... --.:.------- - ·-···-·- ·- ····- · ... - -- ·---
From: Vietor, Tommy [mall_tO:Thomas_.f._VIetorl 
Se . ptember 14, 2012.6:21 PM ..__ _ _ _ -J 

1i . ') -",( Rhod .r--'--'-----;;-;~-:;:?:---:---'-:'-':;;------'-----, o < r .• ":'i · es, BenjaminJ.iL_'----....:....:....::....::....:..:.!....i~~-==-
Cc ' ,_.:(.'_, - Shawn s Turner 
SU ect · : Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review: 

(S{b:J know yo'u,rcHrying to move these fast so here's an initial round of edits. One small tweak in· sentence 3 of 
bullet 1 for added darity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with 
the State Department i'! the ev~nnhat th~y. get inqurie?• · 

~PSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with' the Med1" 
· · -14:Septem~r-2012 

• The· currently available infonnation suggests:that the i:femonstrations'in ·senghazi were spontaneously inspired by 
the proteSts at the US Embassy in .cairo and evolved into a direct as_saultagainst the US Consulate and-subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as.additiorial information js collected and analyzed and currently_ available 
Information continues to be- evaluated. Oo. :lO September we warned of.social media reports calling for a 
demonstration in .front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were. threatening to break into the Embassy. . . 

e. The crowd almost certainly was a mix ofindililduals from ·across many.sectors of libyan society. The investigation is 
·on-going as to who is responsible for: th~ violence. That being said,. we do know that Islamic extremists participated 
In the violent demonstrations. · · : · 

•· lnitia! press reporting liriked the-attack to·Ansar ai-Sharia~ The group 'has since released a ·statement that its 
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its: members were involved. Ansar ai-Sharia's 
Facebook page alms to. spread sharia ·in libya ~nd emphasizes the neetffor.jihadto counter what it views as false 
Interpretations of islam~ . according to _an open SOIJr_ce st~dv. . 

• The wide availability of weapons anq experienced fighters In Libya almost certainly contributed-to the lethality of 
the attacks. · · 

• The Agency ha~ produced numerous pieces· on the threaf of eXtrerniS!:s lin~ed to.ai~Qaeda In Bengh~zJ and eastern 
Libva. These noted that, since April~ :there have been at least. five otner 9ttacks aga_inst·forefgn.interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, -including the June attack against the BritisijAmbassadot.'s convoy. We cannot rule out 
that individuals had previously surv_eilled the· US tadlitles, also coritritjuting to .the-efficacy of the attacks. 

~-



From: 
sent: 
To: 

Subject: 

Colleagues:. 

I ( .. ~.I-~~~: , 
Fn"day, September 14, 201-2 6:33 PM 
n~lan!Ml I (;:4 ;;::.;,*:;..."" "-~,;.;.""c'--c.t-. - :-- .. --.-, .-,--~.-~-L:J-,- 1:; 
L2dJ<';/ 
HPSCI.TaiRing Points for review 

HPSCI requested· these talkers from_the DCIA tti_is morning. 

The- White House has reviewed them and wanted to ensure that _you saw· them - especially th~ portions 
highlighted by the White House. - . 

Kindly:iridicate that you _have reviewed these paints. · We are:plar:anlni ·on transmitting th~m to the Hill tonight. 
- - -- - -- . ) 

Thanks, 

HPSCi White PaperTalldng Points-for-Use with· the Media 
.14-Sep~~mber 2012" 

• The currently available infOrmation su·ggests tnat the demonstrations· in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently 
_its annex. This assess~ent may change as additional info~ation is· collected and analyzed:and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned ofsocial media ,reports calling for a 
demonstration in front of Eniba.ssy cAIRO and that }ihadists were threatening to:break into the Embassy. 

- -. -·- ' ; -

• The crowd almost certainly was a mix of lndividuals·from across many sectors ofUbyan society. The investigation is 
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That b~ing said~ we· do know that Islamic extremists participated 
In the violent demonstrations. 

• Initial press reporting lin:ked the-attack to Ansar·ai~Sha ria. The group has·since released a statement that its 
leadership did not order the attacks,, but did :not'den_y that some of itS members were involved. Ansar ai-Sharia's 
Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphaslzes ttu! need for jihad to counter what it views as false 
interpretations of Islam,_ according to an open sourc_e study; 

• · The wide availability of weapons and experlenced,fighters lr:a Ubya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of 
the attacks. 

• ' The Agency has produced numerous pieces 011- the· threat'of.e~emistS linked to ai-Qaeda .ln.Benghazl and eastern 
libya. These noted that, since_ Ap!'il, there hav~'been at least five,other a~ks against foreign ~nterests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants,Jncluding_the June attack'against the Britls~_Anibassador's convoy. We cannot rule out 
that ·individuals had previously-surveilled the US .f~ci!ities, also contributing to the efficacy:of the attacks. 

• The US Government is worklf!g:with_Ubyan aut~~ritles an~ iratelligence partners in an effort.to help bring to justice 

those responsible for:th_e l:feaths of'IJS,dtii'ens. 

1 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

I've been. very careful not to say we issued a _warning .. Any concer':ls with adjusting-the fi~t highlighted line to say: 

a On 10 September we notified Emb'lssy Cairo·of social media reports calling for a .:femonstration.~nd .encouraging 
jihadists to break Into· the Embassy; · 

••·•••• •••'[•;-~:-~•:J• -· •-.. _.,....,.,. ,-•••·--u~,..., .. ,_,, .. _ ,.,_. ..... ;.,~,-,_, ... ,/- ,.....,. .... :...,_ •• ,.... 1.--.•.·-.-~ o.-••-:••·~-- ,...,,.,.,_ . .,.r•-•• ---•·•• • •-'"''·-·· •--~-···--- -• ••• ••··- • 

From .. C/ i' e:~::_j -
Sent: Friday, September 14~ 2012 6:24 -PM,_·~'------~-----------, 
To: VletQr, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; I N'::.. s 1 ;"·. -~•; > 
Cc: lr.:J.r.tj Shawn S Turner · '---~..:....=;..::._---'----=-"-~__::;___,C-l.....>.:-!-'-""'----------' 

Subject: RE: ReviSed HPSCI-tall<ing Points for Re'!iew: 

Than~ very much for your promptres~onse, T~mmy. 

Will send over to .STATE. 

! ( /,j ~' _;; 

---- -· ·-- ~---·····-·-·- ~- ._ ........ ---:--_..,·-·--- .. .. -~· ... ··---~ ... -........ -;- ... . -·~--· · .. ·-:. · -·~ - ·: -· --- ______ ,_.._,.._- .,_, , . ..., , ... _ ~·- · ·· ·-···· ... ··- ··-----·. --~ ... --- .. . . 
-:rom: Vietor, Tommy·[maii1D:T:homas· F. Vietord I. 
~=Friday, September 14, 2012 6:""21"'--'-PL.IM _ _ ___ ______ _____o_ ___ _ ---, 

To: I,~ .r,~ Rhodes, Benjamin J.; I . _/v :;, 'S /'~-=) n· v•d.t P.'{' u ) 
Cc: -.!...1--:..S wn S Turner --"---- _ _ _J 

Subject: RE: Revised HPSa Talking Points for ReView 

[~~t::Ja know you're trying_to move these fast so here~s an Initial round of-ed~s.-One small tweak in sentence 3 of 
bullet 1 for addeddarity. Denis would alsaJike tO make sure the'highiighted portions are full.coordinated with 
the State Department in the event that t'!ey: get inquries. _ · · · 

HPSCI white Paper Talking Points fur Use with the.M~ia 
- .14-Septe":lber 2~12 

e, The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in· Benghazi;were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests atthe 'US Emoassy in Cairo and evolved into a dlrectassault aga!rist't~e US Consulate and subsequently 
its-annex. Thfs. assessment may ~hange as additional information is collected and :analyzed and currently-available 
information continues to be evaluated. On ·10 September we warned of.social media reports calling for·a 
demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening_to break into. the Embassy, . ~ . . . . .. .. . 

• The crowd almost certainly was a mix of indlyidi,ials from across many sectors oHibyan· society. The investigation is 
on-going as to who-is responsible forothe:vio!ence . .That belng'said~ we do know_ that Islamic extremists participated 
in the violent demonstrations. 

Initial press reporting lii'iked the attacli: .to Ansar·ai-Shaiia. The group has since releasei::t a statement that its 
leadership did not order tne attacks; but did not deny that some,ofits members _were involved: Ansar ai-Sharia's 

• J • • • - • ~ 

i. 

., ' 

.·I 



From: 
Sent: 
~o: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

' v··',..·'~,.:,:; 
, J_,_ • 1 !: -- -- =---- - --...J 

RE:'Revised HPSC) Talking Points'for R~vlew 

looping in State. I think that's .a good adjustment. 

-·- ·-· ··-- .. -- ·--· ·· --- - -~- --·· · . ·- ... _ 

I've been very careful not to say we issued. a ~ming; Any c~ncer:n~ with adi!Jsting the firs~ higtilighted line t~ say: 

ct On 10 September we notified Embassy Cairo of scx;ial media reports calling for a ·demonstratibn and encouraging 
jihadists to .break into the Embassy. · · · 

V"" • •• ..... • • ...... .. - ·· - - - .. . .. ,. ...... . _.. .. - .. . .. •• • • • 

Thanks very much for your prompt response, Tommy. 

Will sen~ over to STATE. 

~;vi~; ro~-~vr,;,~iito:~~~ .. F. \r~~ ·-·· ·~ · ·· · - · · er-·· ...... -..... ---····------·-·-· ·-· ...... ....... ·-··--·--·- .. 
· epternber 14,. 2012 6:2-t PM · 

To: -~ 1 c ·' Rhodes, Be!ljamln J.J tv.>> l':~s ~,<-7 ,~1 i r\· =:J 
Cc: • :: : awn STumer 
Subjed: RE: Revised. HPSCLTalking Points for RevieW . 

o;~?l · know yoU're trying to.move these fast so here's an Initial f4Und of editS. One small tweak in sentence 3 of 
bullet 1 for added darity. Denis wouid also like to makuure the highlighted' portions are .full coordinated with 
the State ~partrnent in t"e event that they get inqurles. 

HPSCI White Paper Talking PointS for Use with the M~fa 
14 Septe_mfier 2011' 

• The currently available information suggests 'that the demonStrations irr Benghazi .we.re spontaneously Inspired by 
the protests at the· US Embassy in Cairo and e_volved into a direct a.ssau!t ·against the US Cqnsuiate and subsequently 
its annex; This assessment may change as.addltlonallnforrT!ation is collected and analyzed ~nd -currently available 

1 



From: 
Sent: 
"'":o: 

Cc: 
Supjeet: 

FYI, Brennan will have edits. lm waiting for those. 

Looping in State. I think that's· a good adjustment. 

... ~-. .. --··-··-·-·-·---.. ·---·---· .. ---.-....-._ .. _____ .. _,-..~.~ _______ .~ ... _,..------..-- .. -~-------·-·---

I've been very careful not.to say we issue(fa warriin~. -Any con~~ms_ with_adjusting the first highlighted line to say: 

On 10 September we notified Embassy-Cairo of social media r'eports·callhig for a demonstration. and encouraging· 
jihadists to break into the EmbasSy: · · . - . . 

From:C/t j .:.-. ·'l~ _ .. ----·---- --:---·-· .-,-~-.. -----=-:--. · --~·~--·- ·- - -----·-_ _________ .. _ 

Sent: Friday, September 14, -2012 6:24PM,__:.. -------=-------=--------~ 
!~Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.;L _ __ ~V~_$. _ _ .<:7 ~. ':i;;-_;;.:."' ! , ~., 11 ~L_ _ _ _ 

~if 1l ShawnSTumer· · ·- --·- ·--
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI.Tallcing Points fur. Review 

Thanks very much-for your prompt response, Tommy. 

Will send over to STATE. 

r.-::-, (,11 IS' l ,i_j_ . .. 

••••-·--•-•• --~--•-_,.. _ __ __ _...,. .. ___ . - ... ~ .. -·-~~ ~ .. -..::-- .-~ .. ----:.-- ••:-, ___ ..., . ..., .. _ ... __ .__·--•··- ·--••u-----·- 0 

From: V'tetor, Tommy [majltn:T!iomas F. Vletoij I 
. tember 14, 20l2'6:F21"--'----'PM_,_ _ _ -----=-----~-------~ 

To: / ,..1 .:..···.: Rhodes, &njam_inJ.; l /v ,_J' , ~. "~ s ~-~--· ..;:.~";-"--(, ...:· _ ___ ___ =:J 
Cc: • · · · awn S Turner · 7 

Subject: RE: Revised .HPSCI .Talking. PcJif!l:'s for. ReVi~w 

cfd I know you' re trying to move these fast so~h~re's 'ain initial rou~d•of edits •. One small tweak in sentence 3 of 
bullet 1 for added darity. Denis would also· like to make sure·the highlight~_ portions are full coordinated with 
the State Department in the event that they get inquries. . . . 

1 . 



From: 
Sent 
... o: 

Cc: 
Subject 

Vietor,. Tommy [Tiioma5::_F._ Vieto~_..,::---=-:J 
Friday, ·segtember 14, 2012 6:52 EM · I .- '~; .;;J/'' JRhodes, BenjaminJ.;Ir....._ __ /v~-.:.?'.~7"::)-,--:.,,-,-::~ -:_:-;,.-------. 
~~v.·~.r~_s=-=:J '---:-:-.. -----":....-___::.-
! .. ~; 4 Shawn S Tumer 
'A : vise~ HPSCI.Taiking .PoiritS tor ReView· 

John's edits are below .. Mostly in ·bullet 2. 

I like the edit Shawn sent around~ 

~------..-- ·---~~-,--- - ···- - - ... _______ _ 

[}jj:: } know you're try!~ fu"move these f.lsfso here's·an.l!11tfafround of'edit:S; •.One-small tweak in sentence 3 ·of 
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make'sure the hig'-lighted portions are·full coordinated with 
~State Department in.the· event that they get inquries. · 

HPSCI White Paper Tal lOng Poims .. for Use with the Media 
- · - .14-septe~be~~Q14. _ 

• The currently available information suggests tliat the denionstrations :ln. Bengnazi '!lfere spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved Into a· alre~ assault against.the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment" may change as .additional info~matiQn. is collect~d and analYzed and currently·available 
Information continues to be evaluated. On 10 Sept~mber we warned of social media reports calling for a 
demonstration in front of Embassv'CAIRO and thatjihadists were threatenin~_ to?break Into the Embassy. 

• The Investigation ls on-going·as to who is responsible for the:vi_olenee, althougfi.the crowd almost.certalnly was a 
mfx of individuals. -We.do know that Islamic-extremists participated in t~Je violent demonstrations • 

. 
• lnitia_l press· reporting linked the attaclt to Ansar al~Shai-ia .. The-g~oup ·~as slnce.released.a statementthat'its 

leadership did not order the attacks, but did ·not deny that some of its members were involved: Ansar ai~Sharia's 
Facebook page a]msto. ~pread·sharia In Ubya .and emphasizes the neec;f for jihad to counter what it views as false 
interpretations of Islam, accofding to an ape_n s'?urce study. 

o The wide-availability of weap()ns-and experienced fighters: ltfl:ioya,a"l_inost :~ertainly.contributed;to-the lethality of 
the attacks. · -- · - · ·. 

• The Agency has produced numerous- pieces on the threat of eXtf:emlsts linked to. a!-Qaeda.in Bengllazi and eastern 
libya. These noted that, since·Apri!,.there have been at least five.other. atta~k$ against foreign .intereSts in Benghazi 
by unidentified assallan~ •. including.the )une· attack· against .the-:BI'itisn-AmbRs.sador!s convoy. We cannot rule -out 
that individuals had previously~surveilled.thecUSJacillties;- al5o:oontributil:tg.to·tf\e>efficacy.of the attacks· 

• The us Government ls working with libyan au_th~rftles a"'d intelligence partners !n ·an effort to' help bring tojustice 
those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 

.1· 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 

G~ 11 .1 · . 
Fndaf,September 14, ·2012 6:53PM ,...· __ _ 
Vietor. Tommy; Rhodes, BenjamirtJ.;I 11,...:. ~ ~ "':.' -~ .> 

~
_f¢!.!.'t ;:•t ~.s I "-=-----' 

y;:1 ·shawn S Turner 
E: Revised:HPS~I Tall<ing.Poirits for ~e:vlew 

CC: 
Subject: · 

Excellent. Will implement. 

Thanks, Tommy 

-----···- -----.,·----------·- i===:::::=;-· --~ ·--~-- ----- .. -------'--·-·-··-- ···· 
From: Vietor, Tommy [maUto:Tliomas_F._VI~ri.i't""---.......,..-·~ 

•· september 14, 2012 _6:52PM 
1 fi RhOdes, Benjamin J.;jr---,"'V-:--,c::;:::-:.-/'-=,,.-_

1
-f_) ____ - /'-:-,-_-r-,- ----- ---. 

CC: ..i, Stiawn S Turner L.... - ------=----1..:::....:....::,,-.w' ..>..' ·~&!~'-~--"-· ...c...L• ;>"-',_..>,__ _ _ ___ -' 

SUbject: RE: Revised HPScr Talking Points ~ Revfew 

John's edits are below. Mostly in bullet 2. 

I like the edit Shawn sent around. 

;;;:·Vi~~~~;:~;;;~y ----~-------. --·--· -;- ·'- ,-- •.;-- ···---·,...-- ··---------··--· · ···---------------- --------· 

Sent: Frida Se tember 14, 20!2"6:21 PM· 
To: ,/ ' -··~(!. Rhodes,BenjamlnJ.~d IV5 s .1/.'IJ> ~,. ..... ~ . ~··, (:; 
..c: r. -:: ,.""' , Shawn.Tumera I .· ,. ..!.....ll~------.J 

su ' ! · E:' ·-e eo HPSa Talking Points for Review: 

~~~j I know you're trying to move these fast so.her~s an'h11tial round of edits. One small tweak in·sentence 3 qf 
bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the hlghlighted -por:tJons;~Fe full coordinated with 
the State De~rtment in the event that they get h'lquries. · 

HPSCI White Paper Talki!Jg Points 'for·U§e with the_:Media 
14 September 2012 

~- The currently available· iliformatlon.suggests that the demo·nstratio~?s in" Benghazi were-spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy: in Cairo and evolved into·.a direct assault:against the US Consulate and' subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as·additional information is roHetted and ·analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be·evaluated. On 10 september we· warned of-social media reports calllng.for a 
demonstration in front af Efflbassy CAIRO and thatjihadists:were threatening-to break into,the Embassy~ 

" ·The investigation is -or~"-going as to Who is ·responsible for the violence, altflough the.crowd almost,certalnly was a 
mix of individuals. We-do know that .lslamlc.extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

• Initial press reporting linked the.attatk t6 Ansar.ai-Sharla., The. group has since· released a statement that its 
leadership did-not order the attacks, but did riot deny that-some of tts members .were .involved. Ansar ai-Sharla's 
Facebook page aims-to spread sharia in.libya and emphasizes the need .for jihad to counter-what It views as false 
interpretations _of Islam, according to a·n open source study._ 



( ( /~' ,~ ~" 

From: 
Sent: . 
,.o: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

hodes, 

Are these for open or d~sed hearing? If open~ the: lin~ abo~t: "knowing" th~re were extremists among 
the demonstrators wilr come back to us at podium- ~o'!". do we ·know, .who-were they, etc ... So I'll 
need answers .to those if we d~pfoy·that line, f?<· 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED . 

... - - ... ······--:-- ·-----·----·----·----+--... .__ .... - .......... - "'+= -~.- ... · ·~-·-:-:--··-:-r--~------···-----·- .. 
From: Vietor, Tommy [malito:Thomas_F._;.~eto~ I 
Sen • dav. 5eotember 14, 2012 6:48'PM 

• t I j_J!_:''E~ Sbawn.Tumer4r - - •1--=r-:--=t'-c.--='....,, '7'•"1----.flliodes, Benjamin J.;l A; £:..1 ,. ?-.. • • 
t .. lV ,· .t >5 ] Nuland, Victoria J; ~/1 "1 ;?~ 

: ~·/-t c( .; I 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSt! Talking POints for Review 

FYI, Brennan will'have edits.Jmwaiting'forthose~ 

Subject:. RE: Revised HPSO Talking POints for Review 

looping in State. 1 think that's a· good adjustment~. 

- . --·--·. --·· ·---· .- --·---..-· ·-·--.. -----·---·----~···· ....... --- - - ·-.- -· --·--·---- -:--··----·-·'* .. ;-· ·-------· 
From: Shawn S Turner 
~F-=u....,....-"'\t:!ptember 14, 2012 6:41 PM 

r -'·!.;.,~(I 1etor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; I ..... _s > 
Cc: II 1t~.L .. • 
SUbject: Rf': Revised HPSO Talking P~ln~ f~ Rev!~w 

I've been very ~areful not to. say we .issued a !Afaming •. Any concerilS'with adjustingthe.first highlighted line .to say: 
I ' • 

• On 10 September we notified Embassy_ Cairo of social-media reports calling for a demonstration,and encouraging 
jihadists to break into the Emb~ssy. · . · · · 

~-m· (,:·-~ -;··· .~7;;-- ·-· -~ ._,. __ _ - ...... ~----·-·--~- .. -... ----·------·~-·-.-... -._,..._:----------.~-·-------------

.nu t ..,. _ t,·: ; ·~ 

~nt: Frlday, -September 14, 2012:6:24-PM 
.o: VIetor, Tommy; -~es, Benjamin_ J~;[L0 ,-1-v--~--r-=-J:.-~-> -, - t--..,-,;.-,, -,--=..,:;;-'L-.l-; _ _ ___ __ =oJ_--, 

'1 

···u ;: 



From: 
Sent: 
·o: 
~c: 
Su_bl~: 

- - f • • • -

[7rQ we are faking~ look and 1 will re5p0nd back. 

p 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for ReVIew 

COIJea~ues: 

: 

·---~-; .... ------~-----

tm·told that Chairman Rogers_intends t~ use these talking points_on·Su.nday. 

Kindly respond to this note Indicating that you've reviewed these talking points ASAP. 

Thanks, 

------· .... --,· --:o-~···--,.- .... ':'"" ... P " - I 0 00--0 0 0 0 o•• · - ............. ~ .. . - . .. - · -

Colleagues: -

fYI. 

These are talking points for HPSCI's use with the media. Th~y asked ~he DCIA for them today. 

· White House· is. revi~wing and ONI is aware. 

Chief, M~dia Relations. 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 

L I 

' ·:::!n~~. ~~~~::: 20~:~:0~ ~;:.- --~-- - ·· ----- --·· · -··~~·- -- · -~-------·-· · · ·--~--------- -·-· ·--· · - -· 

To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J,; t=!i::;_~ f ·' ~ <;. v...- l{ , "}> U.) 
' 1 ~~----------------~ 



From: 
Sent: 
·o: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Guys-- seeToria's question below. Can we.soften this~ b_iti 
. . --... -..-.... ---· .. -- ·- ---·,·----···--·--·----··-·- ... -:-. ~---~ ---:-- --·-··- --· -~---. - - ..... -.--:""·--- ~ ~-.---......... -.. -_ ... ___ ,..,_. ______________ __ ,. .. 

from: Nuland, Victoria J (ma!lto:nulandv;jQ I '· 
5ent: Niday, september 14, 2012 7:16PM · · 

· ~?r] Sbawn S 'Ttime~ ii..J ·/'"1 lRhodes,.BenjamlnJ.; 1/vS S ,.::;:,.~-.}~ 
::;::; / ';'>S}, r. 'A/ ~:.,_.;$. S:zt./ l -~ - I . . . . 

'---ec---'-'· -~. -., I , - - .,.----- -
I ; /,.-!( 1,. .¥" ;I} 

SU ec : Revised -HPSO Talking Points fa~ ~eyiew 

Are these for open or closed he~ring? If open, th·e .. line ab~ut '!knowing" there were extremists among 
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium- how do we kn.ow, who were they, etc... So 1'11 
need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx. · · 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

FYI, Brennan will have edits. lm waiting for those. 

I • 

looping in State. I think tftat's a go~d a_dJus~!!nt: 

tv ,-.-· /lA , • ·IA 
L--..<.....;;-=-... -= ... '-"''-'-'u ~ w e.n.!.~~ ... s)._· -----:-- ----' 

ve been very·careful not to·say we issued'a warning. An~-c~mcems\vith a~justing_the fir~ highlighted line to say: 

1 



From: 
sent: 
·o: 

Cc: 
SubJect: 

Nulimd, Victoria J [nulandvjq [ 
Friday, September 14, 20t 2.7:39.PM 
N~.~~~ ~ctoria. J; NSC l?ep~ ~Fss Secretary;! 4 ,_, ~ · • • "-:" phawn s Turner; 

, _ .. ( Rhodes BenJamrnJ., _ /V ;- .-.... ~~ I 
1. : /!"' ~s 5 ,~:.::.-- > 1 ~~~ ~ullivan; .Jacob J; Adams, David S 

.. ·~, . ~."" . . . .. 

RE:. Re~sed HPSCLTaJki!lg Points filr Review 

I just had a convo with[~i7J~nd I now understand that these ar:e.beil!g prepared to give to Members 
of Congress to use with th~.media. 

O'n thafbasis; I have serious concerns about ali the'parts. highlighted below, and arming members of 
Congress to start making assertions to the medfa.that we ourselves are not making because we don't 
want':to prejudice the investigation·. · · · · 

In same vein, why do we want HIWto be fingering Ansar alShar:ia, when we·aren't doing that 
ourselves until we have investigatio·n·results.:. and the ·penultimate pointcould be abused by 
Members to beat the State.Department. for notpaying·attention.to Agency warnings so why do we 
want to feed that either? Concemed ... 

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here 

This email is UNCLASSIRED. 

0 -- "' ' "' - · · o• ·- '-.. ~- '' • 0 .... -.-- iHO •' ~ ••- •'--• ·• '-·•-•·· · ••·• •- • o , 0 • o- '· • - o ••,-' -- - - · -·- .,_,., _ _ _ ,,_,, Oooo • o...- .... ~ - ••- · - · ---~ .. ,, ,_ ,-... · - - 0 ~ ···----·-•,o ,o•- - ' 0 ••"'- - - t· - ·-• oO 

From:. Nuland, Victoria J 
Sent: Friday, Septetnber'14, 20"12 7:16 PM· 
To: NSCDe _ PressSecretary; [Z2C71-:c.~·;·;+~;==<P::~~ha:.:wn.=.T.:..:u:..m:.:_·et1=.!..=~'d'-~;LQ?~:Eo~.;::·-:"'------'JUlodes, BenjaminJ.; == ;,;_..,., , -ol ·'-VL'H'- ,_- ..,~ ~ ~~ .:..v ... ~ r . . . . .. · -LL ..... :...· .L. ....... =:,. ___ ____ _ _j 

SUbject: RE: Revised HPSQ Talking Points fur .Review 

Are these for open or closed hearing?· If open, the lln·e about '!Rnowing" ·there were extremists among 
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium~ f}ow·do we.know,.who were they, ·etc ... So I'll 
need answers to those if. we deploy·that line, tx. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 



From: 
Sent: 
·o: 
~c: 

subject: 

C';Qin ~rdination with CTO. we ~v~ some CC?ncems: _ 

1. The.accuracy of the sentence.of the first bullet pOint which states "'n .10 september we warned of" social media 
reports calling for a demonstration in frnnt"ofthe Embassy and that jihadisls were threatening to .break into the Embassy." 
And- who is the"~· that is referenced? 

2. We recommend editing the last sentence in the seeond bullet"poihi to "That being said; there are indications that 
Islamic extremists participated in the violent demonstratio~s." 

l·will be free to discuss.in about 20:minutes.·if necessary._ 

Itt.-# J~~., 

p 
Subject: Re: Revised· HPSCI Talking Points fufRevleW 

I i; '=4 ~we are taking a look and I will respo~~ back. 

F~ml . C'~I-i '· •..., 1- ~ 
To ---! <). (I L -/., "' , 1 , 

~ ~---· 
Cc: , "'l '£4 
Sent: Fri Sep 14 18:7047::o-:08=-20=1=2- -...J 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI,Talldng ~lnts_for Review. 

Colleagues: 

I'm told that Chairman Rogers intends to use ttlese·talking·points or~ Sunday. 

Kindly respond to this note indicating·that you've re~iewed th~~e talking points. ~SAP .. 

Thanks, 

.:olleagues: 

r 



From: 
Sent: . 
·o: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

On.that very issue; Toria, we a~e ~ait:ing to hear·.back from the Bureau, l2t· 

·odes,. Benjamin J.; 
;.Adams, DavidS 

!'just had a 'convo with! ~::;;. j and I now_understand that these are:befhg prepared-to give to Membe_rs. 
of Congress to use with the media. 

On that basis, I have serious concerns about all· the parts highlighted below, and arming members of 
Congress to start making-assertions to the ·media that we ou~~elves are not making because we don't 
·vant to prejudice the i'nvestigation. 

In same vein, why do· we want Hill to ,be fingering Ansar: al. ?har.i~i- when we aren't doing that 
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could be abused by 

Members to beat the State Department for hot paying attenti_on· to·Ag~ncy·warnings so why do we 
want to feed tliat either? Concer.ned ... 

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here· 

This email is UNClASSIFIED. 

. . - ··----·---· .. ---···-·-·· .... ·-·--- -------~~-·---r-··- ... ----------·- ... -~. - ---·-···-·-.. -



From: 
Sent! 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

~·m with Toria. The last bullet espetially·will re(!d to members ~ike we had been repeatecf!v warned. 

·~--···-· · ····-·----.~·-·--··- - ····•· o, -··-- ........ ···~---····-k·--··-----··--- .. --~---... -·--------· ... ·---~------·- ---··----·- --- .. , 
From: Nuland, Victoria J . 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39 PM

1 
To: Nuland, Victoria J· NSC Deputy Press secret:arya (./6 1 ."":~ ~hawn!.Tume~ { ·'.· ,_··":"(.' ~ 
Rhodes, Benjamin J;; L ;i,_:.,s; -::! > ; /., .,,/ ',"·, ,--: , r~. 7 t ) }fl jSulllvan,,Jacob J; 
Adams DavidS --~-----~~.:~.-A ~--L-~--------__J-

C:;.[L·, ,.: r"'< .i] 
Subj : RE: Revised HPSClTalking Points for Review . ' 

I just had a convo witt{~~ and I now understal1d that these ar.e being prepared t~ give to Members 
of Congress to use with the media. · 

On that basis, I have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below,_ and arming members of 
Congress to start making assertions to the me~ia that w_e ourselves are-not.making because we don't 
want to· prejudice the investigation, 

in .same vein, wh.v do· we want H. ill to be·fingei:lng·.Ansar al Shari a, when,.we_aren't doing that 
ourselves. until we. have investigation results.:. and the penultimate point .could be abused by 
Members to beat the.State Department for not paying att~ntion to Agency warnings so why do we 
want to- feed that either? Concerned... · 

+Jake Sul~ivan, Dave Adams here 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

·---- ~-- .. --__._...----··-··---------.. -·- .... .,., ___ , .. ____ : __ _:-..._..,..._ .. ___ ._.,..._.., __ --!- .... ---::-:.: --~--------. --·· ---____ ...... ____ ._,-..... _ ... _. 

Are these for open or closed hearing? If' open, the line .about "knowing" there were extremists among 
he demonstrators will come :back to .u~ at podium- hov.i do we .know~. who-were they, ·etc... So I'll 

need answers to those .if we deploy that:line, tx:. 
1 



:om: 
Sent: 

Vietor, Tommy [Thomas_F._Vietor@t ·. ] 
Friday, September 14, 2012 8:58PM 

To: 
Subject: 

Nuland, Victoria J; Sullivan, Jacob J; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; sm I~ PA 
RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

We will use these too 

-----Original Message---
From: Nuland, Victoria J [nulandvj@ ] 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:55PM Eastern Standard Time 
To: Vietor, Tommy; Sullivan, Jacob J; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; 5t--K- 1>~ 
Subject: Re: R~vised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

Thes~ are points for Congress to use w pres.s. Shdnt they be consistent with our own public lines if we are 
recommending them? 

From: VIetor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas_F._Vietor@• ] 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:43 PM 
To: Sullivan, Jacob J; Rhodes, Benjamin J. <Benjamin_J._Rhodes@l 
Sub ect: RE: Revised HPSC! Talking Points for R<!view 

>; S1"R~ PA ; Nuland, Victoria J 

There is massive d.isinformation out there, in particular with Congress. They all think it was premeditated based 
on inaccurate assumptions or briefings. So I think this is a response to not only a tasking from t.~e house intel 
committee but also NSC guidance that we need to brief members/press and correct the record 

-----Oricinal Message-----b - . 

From: Sullivan, Jacob J [Su1.livanJJ@ J 
Sent: Friday, September 14,2012 08:40 J?M Eastern Standard Time 
To: Rhodes, BenjaminJ.; Vietor, Tommy; STATE: FA , Nuland, Victoria} 
Subject: F\\7: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

Skinnying list. I do not understand the nature of this exercise. And some of the statements below are new by me. Can 
we have a conversation before this goes out? 

From: Adams, David s 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 8:39 PM 
To: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary; <..A>. o? '"" ; Shawn.Turner@c r; o- -< "'•1 "-J{J _ , 
Rhodes, Benjamin J.; N SS 

1 
WH PP...£$~ 

Cc: . C.l A o c::.A · 
; STATE f>A .: Sullivan, Jacob J 

Subject: R.E: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

I'm with Toria. The last bullet especially will read to members like we had been repeatedly warned. 

1 
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From: Nuland, Victoria J 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 7:39PM 
"~~'o: Nuland, Victoria J; NSC Deputy Press Secretary; ! 

lOdes, Benjamin J.; N s~ ·) w t-f p fl€:~~ 
Adams, David S 
Cc: CIA oc:,.A 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

CtA tl :> 1'}, 

Gtp, 0 f' r\ ~ Shawn.Tumer@! 
~TA~ tA 

(-/4 d/~(1 
--~ 

: Sullivan, Jacob J; 

I just had a convo with , and J now understand that these are being prepared to give to Members 
of Congress to use with the media. 

On that basis, I have serious concerns about all the parts highlighted below; and arming members of 
Congress to start making assertions to the media that we ourselves are not making because we don't 
want to prejudice the investigation. 

In same vein, why do we want Hill to be fingering Ansar al Sharia, when we aren't doing that 
ourselves until we have investigation results... and the penultimate point could be abused by 
Members to beat the State Department for not paying attention to Agency warnings so why do we 
want to feed that either? Concerned ... 

+Jake Sullivan, Dave Adams here 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

t=rom: Nuland, Victoria J 
Ser\"::. Friday, September 14, 21)12 7:16PM 

u : ~~sc ~putt l~ress ~ecretary; _ <. t A o p { · Si-J?wn.T· merr-
NSS; !I;JH Pt~E.SJ.,- $11>~ PJ;;-a 

Cc: C.{P.. OICA 

.. Rhodes, Benjamin J.; 

Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

Are these for open or· closed hearing? If open, the line about "knowing"· there were extremists among 
the demonstrators will come back to us at podium- how do we know, who were they, etc ... So I'll 
need answers to those if we deploy that line, tx. 

This email is UNCLASSIFIED. 

From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas F. Vietor@' 
Sent: Fridav. Seotember 14, 2012 6:48PM 
To Ur7.. ,,_rJ.~ ... Shawn.Turner@ ~c.l·'\ d'f.A ; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; N $S. PR~.SS 

1 Wl-f Pf!..eJ~ Nuland, Victoria J; S-m're PA 
Cc. t:...~A o c.A 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 



FYI, Brennan will have edits. lm waiting for those. 

----------·- ------ -------· ·---- --·------
.-rom: l C!/i OPA 

Sent: Fnday, September 14, 2012 6:43 PM 
To: Shawn.Tumer@ · cu .. o &>-"t_,_~ __ ; Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjarr ; - N S S P R.€ SS' J 

WH P~ESS nuland\a© ; : S'T1\1E f'A 
Cc: CIA OCA 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

L?oping in State. I think that's a good adjustment. 

from: Shawn S Turner 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:41PM 
To: <ttA C.fA; Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, BenjaminJ.; NSS; WH P~.£ 
Cc: CIA OCA 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

I've been very careful not to say we issued a warning. Any concerns with adjusting the first highlighted line to say: 

0 0~-td S~ptember we notified Embassy Cairo of social: media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging 
jihad'ist"s to ·break into the Embassy. . 

From: Ct/\' d!"A 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 6:24PM 
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; N S..S . lf1J H f"P-E..SS 
Cc: (.1" ~hawn S Turner ' 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

Thanks very much for your pmmpt response, Tommy. 

Will send over to STATE. 

- ------- .. ··- .. ---.. ---------·--·-·--··- -- - --· .. ···--·- .. -- -- -~ ------
From: Vietor, Tommy [mailto:Thomas F. Vietor@• 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 20U 6:21 PM 
To: O A JPtt ; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; N SS ; W rf f~S.S 
Cc: QA DaShawn S Turner 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

CJjA, Cf /r 
, I know you're trying to move these fast so here's an initial round of edits. One small tweak in sentence 3 of 

bullet 1 for added clarity. Denis would also like to make sure the highlighted portions are full coordinated with 
the State Department in the event that they get inquries. 

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 

o The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghal.i were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved. into' a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. · This assessment may change as additional irformation is collected and analyz.ed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a 



demonstration in front of Embassy CAIRO and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. {this is ok 
as changed above ... } 

The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is 
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated 
in the violent demonstrations. 

0 The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the lethality of 
the attacks. 

~~(·: ··~~~!J~as,.pr~duced numer.<i~s 'f?~es~~~·o!j·.\ht.!b~'l3~t:>f .ex~re~~~· iinked to a1-Qaeda in Be~~hali and. eastern 

~1~21~~--~~~~~~hat, si~c;e·~~Jt!I~l'(.~f~?K~·~i~~~~~~~y,e~~~e~~.ttacks .a.~a~~ forei~o ·1nt~r:e.~~J~ -~~~~-azi 
:·. · ·r..::... ,q~ntifi~!J qs~tlan~, 'flcruau~lfJr~~ur~~fta:~ .. .. ~~m?Y<\~JiE7~tl~.t\·Ambassad~r's convoy. w_e oa~~~otm~tE;!:"9~t 
~~~i l ':ic!f.v.idt.Ja shad previously swveillei'C the ·us .~tilffies, a~so contrib!Jting to the efficacy of the.attacks. 

~ The US Government is working with libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring to justice 

those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 

From: · Cvt o r ..A 1 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 5:09PM 
To: Vietor, Tommy; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; N 55; l,ltlf-f fP..f..SS 
Cc: C:...IA O¢:.A- Shawn.Turner@t . 
Subject: Revised HPSCI Talking Points tor R.eview 

Colleagues: 

Please review this revised version: 

HPSC! White Pa~ter Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 

o The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by 
the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US Consulate and subsequently 
its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media reports calling for a 
demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. 

o The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan society. The investigation is 
on-going as to who is responsible for the violence. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated 
in the violent demonstrations. 

G Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar ai-Sharia. The group has since released a statement that its 
leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its members were involved. Ansar ai-Sharia's 

4 



Facebook page aims to spread sharia in Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false 

interpretations of Islam, according to an open source study. 

The wide availability of ·weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the let hality of 
the attacks. 

• The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to ai-Qaeda in Benghazi and eastern 
libya. These noted that ; since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants~ including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out 
that individuals had previously sunieilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks. 

• The US Government is working with Ubyan authorities and intelligence partners In an effort to help bring to justice 

those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 

Thanks, 

Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

</ ,J ' '/ .. .-

: ~vise~ H~SCI taking ~ints 
CC: 
Sub feet: 

Here's where we stand ·as of this hou,r. 

Everyone has submitted coordination comments; 

The State Department had major reservations with much or moSt: of the d(icu·ment. We revised'the document-with their 
concerns in mind. The latest versio.n is below, as sent to State. · 

~,/.', 
~ ·· 

Toria: 

We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your comments and concerns in· mind . 

.. he FBtdld not have major concerns with the points·and:offered only a co~:~ple·ohninor·~u~estlons. 

Here's the latest·version ofthe points. Please let us know yo'urt~oughts.ASAP: 

Thanks, · 

l:fPSCI White Paper Talfdng Points for Use_ with the Media 
l,_4 Sept~mber 2012 · 

e The. currently available information suggests thatthe·aemonstrations,in Benghazi'Wel"e.SJ:?Ontaneously 
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy .in Cairo and ·evolved into a direct assault against the US 
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected 
and analyzed and .currentlyavailable information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency 
notified Embassy Cairo. of social media reports ealling fcwa demonstration and encouraging jihadlsts to 
break·into the Embassy~ . · · 

el The investigation .is: on-going as. to who is responsible for the violence,_ although the crowd almost certainly 
was a mix ofindividuals. That being said, ttiere are indications that. Islamic' extremists participated in the 
violent demonstrations. 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc:, 
Subject: 

hawn S Turner; 

Just a"quesfion-. but sepamte from·the FBI concerns, has OOJ,·provided input? They Will have to deal with the the 
prosecution and related lagaflt!~tters surrc:>unding ~-~ederal investigation. · 

------~. ~----------------

~Thomas _F._ Vietod '---- - - ---' 

Sent: Fri sep 14 19:52:25 2012 
su_bject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points 'for"Review 

On that very issue, Toria, we are waiting to hear back from t he Bureau. B-·/~~ 

---·--'- · ~· - --.. ·-·---···- ····--~-----·-· ·" 

=;~:~~:~~~~~~~~~~;~~~i=-···_· _ _J 

To: NUian~ -~?rla_ J; NSC De~~ Press S~~iy;~.--t-//1-. -c-.. --=?=--1--.phawn S·Tumerl ( 't.l .1/-/ Rhodes, Benjamin J.; 
-·u:>..2....d.l..>. te-N r. 'd'• fr;- .· /:,., - pulllvan, Jacob J; Adams, Davids 

Cc: t"t-.1 . ..Jc .! ' 
Subject: RE: Revised HPSCI Talking Points for ·Review 

I just ha.d a convo withJ :/;~. and·.l nowunderst~n~ thatth~se qre being prepared to give to Members 
of Congress to ·use with the media. 

. . 
On that basis, I have serious concerns about all .the parts· highlighted .be·low,. and ar:ming .members. of 
Congress to stai:t:making.assertiqns to the r:nedia that. we-ourselves are.not making because we don't 
want to prejudice the.'investigation; · · 

In same vein, wliy.do we want Hilrto be:,flngering An~ar al Sharia, when we aren't doing that 
ourselves until we have iiwestigafion results... . and the pen. ultimate point could be abused· by 
Memb~rs to beat the State Deilartment for 110f paying attenti(>.n·to ;Agency-warnings so why do we 
want to feed that either? ·concerned ... 

Jake Sullivan, Dave.Adams here 

. 'J 
I . 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

NlilEmd,. VICtoria J [nuiandvi 
,ft'i$~tember 14~ 2012:hs,.....z""4"r .... lv"'"l--' 
w.~ .· 
Q};t , ~ , :t I t /1 "' ':1 , -;.- ... ... . , ... I 
Re: ~evised HPSCI·tak.lng·polnts . 

. ... . " 

These don't resolVe a !I my issues or t_hose t;Jf my buifding leadership. -They ar.e consulting w NSS. 

=~;C~v. ~~m::-ibo:-~-::;-;;~~~-, 2;;-;o;;-:;t:-;;;2,-;o~a:-;:-s:a:PM:::-_-_:-. . -. ~-....., --- - ·-~·-·- ·--· --··----... - · ------ . .... . ·---------·· ·-· -·- ·- ---- .. --· .. _ .. 

To~ Nuland, VIctoria J 
Cc:L _..>7,;t "}-:11 I (· <1 c ,:"".s 
Subject: Revised HPSCI taking points 

Toria: 

We further ·discussed the ~PSCI talking poinfs·with.your:·coniments.and concerns in.mind. 

The fBI did. not have major concerns with the points and offered only a·couple of minor. Sf.!~estions. 

Here's the latest version of the points. Please let us k_nowyourthoughts,ASAP. 

Thanks, 

.) e:.t t ·W 

HPSCI"Wflite Paper· Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September·2012 

• The currently-available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously 
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved.lnto·a direct assault ~gainst the US 
Consulate and subsequently its .anne)(. This assessment may change as addi~ionaf:information "is collected 
and analyzed and currently available 'information continues to be evaluated. On-10 September the Agency 
notified Embass.y·Cairo of social• medi~ reports calling for a .demonstration and-encouraging Jlhadists to 
break into the. Embassy. 

. e' The investigation· is on-going as to who isresp~nsibfe for·the violence, although the crowd almost certainly 
was a mix of individuals. That being said, th·ere·are .in~ications thatJslamic extremists participated in the 
violent demonstrations. . 

•· The wide availability of weapons and expe_rlenced fighters ·in Llbya al_rr}ost certainly contribUted to the 
lethality of the attacks. 

• The Agency has produced numerous piec:;es onthe threatof.extremists linked to ai-Qaeda in Benghazi and 
eastern Ubya. Since April, there have been at-least five othera~acks:against foreign interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, incfuding·the June attack against tbe· British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot 
rule out that Individuals had previous!'{ surveilfed the US facilities, als.o contributing-to the efficacy of the 
attacks. · 

. 1 



·rom: 
dent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Fysa 

From: Nuland, Victorta J 

Nuland, Victoria J 
Friday, September 14, 2012 9:24PM 
Sullivan, Jacob J 
Fw: Revised HPSCI taking points 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:23PM 
To: . OJ\ c.H'!>i . 
Cc: S+n. -\-c. 1-A ; ·c • _ C.t A cJ1'h , c 1 .l\ OC-1) 
Subject: Re: Revised HPSO taking points 

These don't resolve all my issues or those of my building leadership. They are consulting w NSS. 

From: _ _ ( L~ o I" .1-r 

Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58PM 
'To:- Nuland, Victoria J 
Cc: - S+-o..+G- ~r-\ ! c A o-?.\ 
Subject: Revised HPSO taking points 

1 

To ria: 

otr,- --- ·- -- . ___ , ·-

We further discussed the HPSCI talking points v.iith your comments and concerns in mind. 

The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions. 

Here's the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP. 

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 

o The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously 
inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US 
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected 
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency 
notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to 
break into the Embassy. 

~ The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly 
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the 
violent demonstrations. · 

1 



o The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the 
lethality of the attacks. 

0 The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to ai-Qaeda in Benghazi and 
eastern Libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot 
rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributingtq the efficacy of the 
attacks. 

• The US Government is working with libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring 

to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 

• • - "A 
( / ,f z, 

Chief, _Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 
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I • 1' t'~ 
/'. : ·. 

!From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

I spoke with· Tommy. We'll work through this in the morning and-get comments back . 
. - ' . - - ~ 

• ·--~-- -·-----·-~- ·--·--- ----· · - ~ -·-~------ ... , ... _______ , , ~ ~-__:.. ... ~--· · --·-· .. •··· ···'='- ··:-- --:~-~ .. -. .:::..---·~- .... -•--=-.·- -· -:-- ·-- ···· ..... ·-·····~-- ·· ·-·· o--... - ·----·-·· ........ , ........ ... 

I'm with Toria. The last bullet e~pedally will read-to members· like we had been repeatedly warned~ 

~--- - -· - -· ----- ··-__..._ _____ , ·--.. -·-~---.. ··--~------ -.·~-~-·----= ·-~.r--· ·------·----·--·-· .. -- ... ·-----·-· ... ··· 

e•~l • 
I j~st had a comio withl c:.:Lf..:and I now understand that thes~·:are being. prepared to give to Members 

of Congress to use with. the media. 

On that basis, I have serious concerns about ail the 'parts highlighted below, and arming members of 
Congress to start making·assertions·to t.he media that w~ o~:~rselves are not making because we don't 
want to prejud!ce the investigation. · · 

In same vein, why do ·w.e· want Hill-to be fingering Ansar al Sha_ria, wh_en we aren'-t doing that 
ourselves until we have investigation results .. ~ and the· penultimate point.could be abused by 
Members to beatthe State Oepartmerit for.not·paying:attention to Agencywarnings.so·.why do we 
want to feed that either? Concerned; .. · 

+Jake-Sullivan, Dave Adams here 

.• is ematl is UNCLASSIFIED. 

. 1 
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I c~/1 oJA I 
From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Given ~e DOJ equities and :states_ d~ire·to run some ~ps! safe to assume. we can hold on this-until tomorrow? 

Just a question- but separate from the FBI concems, ·has DOJ, provided-input? They will. have to.deal with the the 
~ and related legal matters-surrounding .the fedeml investi~a.tion. -

On that ~e;y issue"Toria, we are waiting to hear·back.from the Bureau~ j c.:r:A- o fA 

F~·; Nula~d: 'Vi~~) (;;;a~Jt,;ri~i;~~ !·--··'"·.---··---·-.. ---.. ------·--~-------· .. --.. --~-··----~- .. · 
Sent: friday, September 14, 2012 7:39-PM ' . 

m
o:· Nuland.;Vl~rla J~~ ~...-::c.;;c="r-A:-o..,Pcr~==~---.shaltvn S TuLer; I 0::}\ 6odes,. Benj~mln J.; 
fJ 77 ~~-W r\ '(~ ~flt _ ~mval'); Ja~U; f\dams, DaVIds . . . . . 

Subjatt: RE: Revised HPSCi Talldng Points for Review. 

I just had a convo with I~ o$nd·l n~w·u·ndeistand that' :these are being prepared to give to Members 
~f Congress to use with the m~dia. · 

1 



Sullivan, Jacob J 

rom: 
Sent~ 
To: 
Subject: 

Sullivan, Jacob J 
Friday, September 14, 2012 9:32 PM 
Nuland, Victoria J 
~e: Revised HPSCI taking points 

Talked to Tommy- we can make edits. 

:---·- - ·------·--·----·- -- --.... .. - - .. ,. _ -· . 
From: Nuland, Victoria 1 
Sent: Friday, September 14, 2012 09:23 PM 
To: Sullivan, Jacob J 
Subject: Fw: Revised HPSCI taking points 

Fysa 

From: Nuland, Victoria 1 
Sent: Friday, Seotember 14, 2012 09:23 PM 
To: _ 61,,., OP t<r 
Cl S'T'A'tt V'M . • O A C~A 
Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI taking points 

These don't resolve all my issues or those of my building leadership. They are consulting w NSS. 

f ron CtA o .r>"' 
Sent : Friday, September 14, 2012 08:58 PM 
To: Nufand, Victoria J 
Cc: .$~~ PA Cl"" .;lP-"< 

Subject: Revised HPSCI taking points 

To ria: 

We further discussed the HPSCI talking points with your cumrnents and concerns in mind. 

The FBI did not have major concerns with the points and offered only a couple of minor suggestions. 

Here's the latest version of the points. Please let us know your thoughts ASAP. 

Thanks, 

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points for Use with the Media 
14 September 2012 

.. The currently availab~e information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were spontaneously 

inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US 

Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is collected 
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September the Agency 



notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to 
break into the Embassy. 

~ The investigation is on-going as to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd almost certainly 
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are indications that Islamic extremists participated in the 
violent demonstrations . 

ct The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly contributed to the 
lethality of the attacks. 

0 The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to ai-Qaeda in Benghazi and 
eastern libya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot 
rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the 
attacks. 

e The US Government is working with Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring 

to justice those responsible for the deaths of US citizens. 

ex ft oP/t 
Chief, Media Relations 
CIA Office of Public Affairs 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 

-Cc: 
Subject:· Re:. Revised HPSCI Talking Points for Review 

All-

Sorry to be· late to this discussion. -We need to resolVe this: in a W<JY that respects all:ofthe relevant equities, particularly 
the investigation. .- · 

There is a ton of wrong information getting out into tfle·publlc domain from ·cangress aridpeople who are not 
particularly informed. Insofar as· we have firmed up assessments that don't compromiSe lritel or the investigation, we 
need to have the capability to correct the r~cord, ~~there are sigriificanf policy and· messaging ramifications that would 

flow from a hardened mis~impr~ssion. . · 

We can. take this up tomorrow·mo_r:riing ?Jt d~pt:ities. 

-- ·:- ._,...... __ ----.. --. ··--- .... ·------ _,._ ... __________ ,. _ - --···--·- ,__ ----- ·-·----- --~-----:---" ~·_...,..-~~ -....-..~-- -··------------ .. --..... ··-·-·-- .... __ ,. __ ··-·----.. 

Given the. DO~ equities and States desire to run some ti:aps·, safe tQ.a:ssume we can hold on-this until tomorrow? 

Just a question- but separate from'the FBI concerns, M.s OOJ; providedoinput? ThE;~y. will have to-deal with the ihe 
prosecution :and related legal, matters surrounding th~.f~r~l.irtyef:>tigali~?ri~ 
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I aA- ~PD I 
From: 
Sent: 
.,.o: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Thanks,_ Ben. Lo~ping in [C):: A- IF 0 

r=-=~~~~<.LL.L~~P-t-r-==.:::........,,.....---.-i__::;;;:ql~~'-'--"-''-'-!.=~'-:1..-.._---.-.JShawn 5-Tumer; l etA-~ 
\.ri;~.;;..1...o....::.;:::=:.:y'-'f=:=~=~~:..:.!!a.....u:.........1....fl__ _ ___ --...-_ _____j~ullivanJJj I 

Ail-

Sorry to be late to this discussion. We•need to resolve this in a way that respects all of the. relevant equities, particularly 
the investigation. 

There is a ton of wrong, information·getting·out into ttle public domain from Congress and people wh_o are not 
oartietilarly in forme(!. Insofar as we have 'firmed up a~essments'that don't comprqmise in tel or the investigation, we 
.eed to have the capability to· correct t~e record,. as there are signifi~ant'policy and mes~ging ramifications that would 

flow from a hardened mis-impression. 

We can take this up tomorrow morning at deputies. 

~ ~ • • . . . .... . . h · · · - - · -· - · ·· _ _ ... . . . ·-· ..... --• • - .. ,- •• ,.. ·--· ·-·--:...-- - - _ ... __ .. ____ _ __ __ _ .. .... ..... --- --~- .. . . ......... - .. . -- .. - - ------- - ···· ..., . 

Given the-D~J equities and States desire :to _run soll!e traps, saf~ to assume we can hold o~ this until tomorrow? 

-· --Original Message-
From: I ~I.: 1?~¥:; I 

• '.ent: Fri~. September 14, 20.1~ 09:19-PM ~terri Standard Time 
To: I Ci= i 0 ~ If I 'nulandv~ j Vietor,_ Tommy; 'S~wn.:rurne(]j"......,A'---"-O_,_f:.!..!.tl-___ __j 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
.;!c: 
Subject: 

- - . . . 
~tJPA 

Thankt_=:fyi FlU says AQ (not AQIM)>was:iiwolveiland they are pursuing tnattbeary. 

So we are not ahead of law enforcement"now; 

' 
So are cleared to sen·d to.congress? 

Here's where we stand as ofthis 'hoof. 

Everyone has submitted coordination comments. 

The State Department had major reservations with·much or" most ofthe db~ument. We.revised the document with their 
ooncems in mind. The latest version is below, as sent tf,l State. 

~oPA 
· - ··~ 4,0 ...... ......... . .... ..... -- ·--- • • · --. · · · - -·· ~ .. .. --· ·-... . - - .. - · · ··- ·· · ·-· 

To ria: 

We further discussed the HPSCI talking poihts·with your co~ments and concerns in mind. 

The FBI did not have major ~onc~rns with.the-points·and'Offered.only ~-couple ofminor:sugge?tions. 

Here's the latest version of.the points. Please.let us know your thoughts "~AP. 

Thanks, 

HPSCI White Paper Talking Points'for Use:with,the Media 
· 14 Sep~el!l ber 2012 

The currently available information suggl;!sts that the demonstrations. in.B~nghazi were spontaneously 

inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo_and evolve~ into a dfrect:assault.~gainst the us· 
·l 



/ c~JoPir J 

From: 
Sent: 
""o: 

·ec: 
Subject: Re: Re~s;d HPSCI Talking.Pt?ints for Review 

Including DOJ on the e-m"ai1{2C? . ..::J'----'~ Dean Boyd. 

Thanks~ Ben. -Looping i~ c..."';t" A- IFo 
____ ..,..., __ ,...,...._..,~- -~- .. ---·--·'!-----.. ------- ____ ... ,..,. ___________ _ 

D 

Subject: Re: Revised HPSCI Talking PoiQts. for. Revi~ 

All-

Sorry to be late to this discussion. We need 'to resolve Uiis io a way that respects ·all of the relevant equities. particularly' 
the investigation.. · · 

There Is a ton of wrong Information getting out' into-the public domain.fn)m.Congress and people who are not 
particularly informed. Insofar as we have firmed up assessments that d01'1~t compromise intel or the .investigation, we 
need to have the: capability to correct'the:recordi as·tl:lere .are'signifi~ant-'Polic;v and messaging ramifacations that would 
flow from a hardened mis·impression. . 

We can take this up tom~rrow ~oming at deputies. 

--.... .... _ ---·"'l--·-~..---~--.... --- ···--... - --.. ---·-----~-· ~------------"'-- --·--· ~ ... -------·- - -----

'1 
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From: 
Sent: 
To: 
if:: 
Subject: 

. . 

~OcA . 
. [ .] Here's a draft note to the DIRECTOR . 

Sir- We've tried to. work the draft tai!Ong points for HPSCt through the co'ordinatlon process but have run into major 
problems~ Perhaps as a result of the afternoon teleconference, a number of agencies have been looped in. The White 
House.cleared quickly, but State has major concerns. The Bureau cleared With.a few .comments. but asked that Justice, 
which would handle any criminal prosecution, be brought ln. It fs evident that will )lot happen tonight, and Ben Rhodes 
has asked thanhis issue be reviewed tomorrow mernin~ at ~e Deput'ies' 'meeting. · · 

Additionally, Eric Schmitt of'the NYT contacted u5 to let us know that he had· spoken with Rep. Ruppersberger, who had 
given him a readout of your session. 

1 



/ cr/J- oN] 
From: 
Sent: 
·o: 
.:C: 
Subject: 

Nope 

C:XIJ. ~ -
RE:;R~d'HPS~I taicrng pointS 

From: o 
Sent: :Frl-:'::da;-:y....;;, ~Se-'ptem~ i012 9:43 PM . . · 

~otA-/ofL! 

- - ---·-----·-·--·---····-- -·--- ·-· 

SUbJect: R~ Wvlsed HPSCI taklng points 
~P/1-

ThanksL_J Fyi FBI says AQ (not AQIM) was involved and they are pursuing that theory. 

So we are not ahead of law enforcement now. . . 

So are cleared to send to congress? 
. . 

r-~--.......,---------· - · -..- · -'"·· ..,.- ...... ----,..;.--- -- --·-.......... --.;; .. :~-:-:- -:-.. •:--.....-~-----··.--·- ..... ------ ·-~-· --.------

Here's where we stand as·6fthis hour. 

Everyone has submitted· coordination coO:tmeilts. 

The State Department had major-reservations with·rrauch or most.oft~e document . .We reVised the document with their 
concerns in mind. The latest version is bel~w, as sent to State.· 

[e-:t t;l o(M 
PA--=--.:;..·---.~--···-·--,....-..... -,.= -· _..,.. • ..,,~-~-,..,.-,_ . ..... _, •..•• --~-~-------~-------··-

.,-Sei:mm:lbel; 14r.'2012 8:59·P.M 

Torla: 

We further discussed the HPSCI talking: points with your coiriments:and•eoncems in mind. 

The FBI did not-have major concerns .with -~he P.(lintS and offer:ed ol_lly a-coup!~ of minor suggestions. 

:~re's the latest version of the points._.Piease ·let us.know yourtho~ghts.ASAR 

1 
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From: 
Sent: 

~c: 
· Subject: 

[£QJ-attached· below. is.the-latest version ofthe HPSCI taiJCers. fwill sen~ you another email chain with Ben. Rhodes' 
comment. Cheers[c.:t:~ ON\· ·· 

Nope 

... ------ ---·--~-·--···---~-._..,_,_---·· · ''"f'l'~-- .:-.. ..• ~---· ... ·· -·-· ··--......---------~ ·--- ·"·-·--·· 

From:~ · 
Sent: ~~mber: 14, 2012 9:43PM 
To:l c..;:t:j\0_~~ I 
Cc:~c.-A . 
Su~e: Revised HPSO taklng·points 

c;r.A;O~ . . 
ThanksLJ FVi FBI says AQ:(not AQIM)' was iiwolved and they ~r~ pi.Jrsuirlg t'hat theory. 

SO we are not ahead of law enforcement now. 

So are cleared to send to congress? 

-~= 1~A orv~--....... -, .... __ __ ____ - ----.--.. --.,..--.. -,.-,..,_.,.... .. ---'-·--............... -.... ------_ ..... .. _. ___ .. _ .. _________ --~-- .. ··-
To: 0:4 oCJE ~ber1'1, 20~209:14 PM 

Cc: t:Z: 
Subject:' FW: Revised HPscr taking points 

Here's where we stand as ofthis hour; 

Everyone has submitted coordination comments. 

The State Department tlad major reservations with much.o·r most o~the document. We revised the ~ocument with their 
concerns in mind. The latest version is below, as senno State. . . 

1 . . 
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Toria: 

We further discussed the HPSO talking paints with your comm.ents and concerns in mlod. 
' .· . . 

• he FBI did not have major concerns with the points an¢1 offer~d only a couple of minor suggestions. 

Here's the latest version of the points; · Plea5e let. us know your tho~ghts:.ASAP. 

Thanks, 

HPSCI white P.aperTalking POints for 'Use with the Media 
14 September.~_012 

o The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghc;~zi were spontaneously 
inspired by the protests at t-he US Ei:nllassy in cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the US 
Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment rtiay change as additional information is collected 
and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated~ On 10.September the Agency 
notified Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to 
break into the Embassy. · 

• The investigation Is on-going as to wno is responsible for-the violence, although the crowd almost certainly 
was a mix of individuals. That being said, there are i~ications that 'Islamic extr~mists participated in the 
violent demonstrations. 

· () The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in ti~ya ai(Tlost·certainly contributed to the 
lethality of the attacks. 

• The Agency has produced numerous pieces o·n the threat of extremists firiked to ai-Qaeda in Benghazi and 
eastern Ubya. Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests In Benghazi 
by unidentified assailants, including the June attack.against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot 
rule out that individuals had previously surveilled the US facilities, also contributing. to the efficacy of the 
attacks. · · 

• The US Government is working with libyan, authorities and ·intelligence partners.in an effort to help bring 

to justice those responsible for~he ~eaths .of U_S-dtiz~ns. 

1 czk o~ft 
Chief, Media Relations 
etA Office of Public Affairs. 

L I 
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. · .. · . . . . .. 

UNQASSIFJED · 

· :BPScr White Paper T~ POints for U~ wi~ th.e Media 

. r4:septemberio~2, 

. . . - - . - .. ·.- . ·(£) . . 

Q ~ -GTh~ curreotly available information ~gg~ts ~-the demo-~~ Benghazi ·were ·. 
· • SjJOllllmeoUdy iDBpiiod by 1he piotesfnt.lhe US l!!nhassy in 6;;'i:m ewlved -·direct 

assatilf against the US CODstilate ~d 8ubSequently its annex. 'P'fhis assessmc;nt may change as 
additional .iDformation is c:oDected and analyzed· -and currently available information 
continues tO be evaluated. 9ft f6 Septiiliiber me Agenl!y notified Bmbassy emu efse~ 

· msSia 1eports eaiting fe£ a deiil&Haffiitiea BJ~EI susa~gjiba$8ts to break iohi the 
Exnb~ssy • 

• 

¢J:'e!Di' sts linJred to al in 
at least five other against 

ass.!tjJas'lls, includ:ilig the 1 attack against the 
- previously surveilled 

a"'J 
Jfle US Government is woridng with Ubyan authorities ~Ws:~lgs.a&ii!:!fM!I!I!!!i!~iflot~Pefre.P't­
to ~bring to justice those responsible for the _deaths of 

. ··' . . ·· . 

~okA- Ccr£,'tlo · 
A.l GtJ p( rJO 

--- -~l+ ol~ 
. · ~ 

.Ta~ _-: ~~_llivciJ 
. . . .' -~ ·. ./11{~,. r,_ .6'1-~- .feNV 

.': · .. ·· ·. -. . -~ · ~- -. L 
1
• r /.. . jl/IO;,;PI C-o 

urieiASSlFIEo · . ·.· · ... _._ ··.. . . , ~~- ·.· rl(.[-.• · · : . · 

. . ·. ·. 

·: ·~;-~<--->7 ..... ·'-· -. : .. ': :~·_\::;:"··>--·--:--~--- _:·· ... : .... ; . . : .. ::: ....... ; __ ::;·:_;/,--d: . . . ..· . . : .. .. . ·. · .. . -.. ~ ·.: ... ' :_-:· 
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UNCLASSJFJE;D 

~~. ~ Fro~ c:I: A: o!A>"J Subject: Fw: DOCrA.taslrlng -IMMEDIATE -by 1100 today 
• 1 ~..~ 'l a Terrorism Ana[ysis(9115)- ooord on TPs ror.HPSCI 

I~~! . ·To: ll:;t- .4 0 Gt C.. l 
~.:/' . Data: :1 121 0~2 0 :. PM· . . • 

This·message·is dlgjtally signed. 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED. 
====================~=====~=========================== 

[ L~ A- oTA-_] I Director Offit:e of Terrism Analysis 

Just to complete the loop. 

-Forwarded,b~ c..:r;A orA ~n .11121/2012 01:45PM-

From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Date: 

1 G~A 0~~ 
09/15120~2 09:49 

Subject: Re: Fw:·bpCIA tas~ng -IMMEDIATE~ by 1100'tooay (9/15)·- coord on TPs·for HPSCI 

Classification: UNC?L.ASSIF.IED 
===============·=:--=~====:==================~====== . 
They are fine-with me. But, pretty s~re HPSCI·.won't like-tttem. :-) 

~A= e-rn 
Director, Offiee of Terrorism Analysis 

I I 

]_ _Cr~~sifieatian: .UNGtASSJF.IED.=--..;-.,. 09/1512012 09:47:46 AM 

I p;;c f&~ 0\ A 
1

=:1 N E. 
From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Date: 
Subject 

09/1512012.09~4TAM . , 
Fw: DDC.IA .tasking -IMMEDIA J'E - by 11 00 today '(9N 5) -:- coord on TPs for HPSCI 

. Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
=================~===~====~~-~=======::======?=======~ 
Ht, 

Please let us:know If Y"ou have Br:!Y comments by 10:30, 

Thanks! 

.UNCLASSJ;FIED 

.. · 
/f I 
r '-
!()' 



·UNCLASS IF. IED 

-----,_n 0911512012 09:46.AM -. 

From: 
To: 
Cc: 

Date: 09/15/2012 09: 
Subject: DDCIA tasking -1~1\i!EOIATE- j)y 1100 today (9115)- coord on TPs for HPSCI 

DDCIA requests right away·ihtemal coordlnatlon bn t~ enclosed unclass TPs for HPSCI. Please respond 
ASAP. 

UNCLASSIFIED" 
UNClASSIFIEi?' 

HPSCI ~te Paper Talking PointsJor Use·withthe:Media 

14"September 2012 

• The currently available information suggests that_ the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at $e US Em_bassy .in Cairo and. evolved into a 
direct assault against the US Co~ulate· and suoseqqently,its.annex. 

• This assessment may change.as ·additional.infoimation is,_collect~d· an4 analyzed and ·as 
.currently ,available information continues to be evaluated. 

- - . . ~ . 

• The investigation "is on:going, and the· US Government. is workiiig with Libyan authorities 
to bring to justice those ~spol;lS~bleJor th~ d~~-ofUS'citizell$. 

UN"CI.AS'SIFIED· 



UNCU.S'SIFIED 

. . ~-- . ~~; 

Classification: UNCLA$SfFIEB 
.· 

= - -=======~==--=--========~======~~=--== 
Classification: UNCLASSIFIED, 

. . . 
========.::=:;:====~==--==:::===~--·-=-'============:=--:-' 
ClassificatiOn: UNCLASSIRED 

. ~ . 

ONCLASS"IFIED 

·f 
CG 



UNCLASSIFIED 

From: MaHhew G;. Olsen . Subject: [AIN}FW: Unc!asslfied.TalldngPolnl$ 
Date: 09/1512012:1'1':09 AM To:: .' MICI;IAEJM 

Please respond ID aMaUhaw 
G.o~· . · 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
~------------------~----------------------~ 

.-----------..:7-------- ------------------ ----.--.--
Michael -- TPs sent to Ruppersberger t"rom-ODNI .l~g .. 

Sirs.:. Here is what we ·sent Heather Mcil-ino (Rupper.sbergerl 

It's very early, less than: 72 hours since the attaclt. 
don't know. 

So there is. a lot we 

As time progresses, we ar.e learning more, but we still don't have a complete 
picture of what happened. Fortunately we have: the FBI leading. the 
investigat_ion of the Clttack. Regr~ttably they. ·have :all too much experience. in 
these matters. · 

At this point, we are ·not aware 
attack was planned or imminent. 
reporting from before ·and after 
was involved. 

of any action·able intelligence that this 
The intelligence. community is ~ombing through 

the· attack to_ determine the full extent of whQ 

Libya is awash in weapons. - unconventional weapons -were -stored in unsecured 
locations across the coun'try .. Fol·lowin:g ;the -revolution, ther.e ~re still many 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

well-armed militia remaining. 

S-ince the' revolution, we· have some "indicators al-Qa,'lda and other groups are 
seeking to" estabJ.ish .a presence in Libya. R.elllember soine -sen,ior· al-Qa \ida 
m~mbers such as Abu Yahya al~Lib~ came from ~ibya. 

We are very cautious about drawing any f i rm ·conclusions at this point wi·th 
regard to the identificatdan and motivation of toe -attackers. The IC is 
working aggressive+y to this end, ~d the FBI wil~. continue its 
investigation. 

Unrest fn the ·.Midd1.e East cre'ates a pe:r:missive environment for ~error.ists.. In 
the days and · weeks ahead, we need to be especially ·-vigilant. in prqtecting our 
people. · 

.. 
---~~ I ~tA 

I !vC.TC.T I 
Legislative Liaison 
Office o£ the Director 

/of National Intelligence 

UNCLASSIF!ED 

.' (' 
c t"_l 



·. UNCLASSIFIED 

Plaase'respondfn "R~; 
Benjamin.J .a 

CLASSIFI~TION: UNCLASSIFIED 

------------ -·-·--------- --·- --.;.. -----
This is good by ~e. 

Per .the discussion at. Deputies, her'e are the revised Tl?s for HP.SCI. Let me 
know what you think. 

--The currently avaflable information suggests 'that ·the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneousl,y inspired by 'the protests : at tbe us· Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault aga::i,.nst the· us-consulate and 
subsequently its annex. There are indications that . extremists -participated in 
·the v:i:olen~ de:monstriitioos. · · 

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and 
analyzed· and. as.· .currently· -available information .. c:o.~tinues to be evaluated. 

--The investigation· is on-going.,, and the US Government is .working· with Libyan 
authorities to ·bring to j~sti'ce those :te~pon:s;tble for the ·deaths US citizens. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

(07 
C· 



UNCLAS$IFIED . 

From: Matthew G: Olsen Subject: [NN] RE: 
Date: 09/.15f2012H::15AM To: 

Gc: 

P!Eiase respencUo •Matthew 
~ .. Olsen· 

----..--~-.........:~...., ,......,....;~-'--~·<.,......,..,._.~.---...,...,-<.,.~.,...._...-- ~~- ·-·-

CLASSIFICATION.: UNCLASSIFI~D 
-------------------------------- --!..~·-- - ·~----- - --- -

------ -- ------------ ----- --- ---.-------
Michael Tliis looks· good to me. 

-Matt 

•• ~ * '** * *"* **"*"* * ............ 1r * * ** *·** ..... ~·* .. * 
These are the points that: ONDI l~g se.nt to Rtippersbergel! yesterday afternoon 
.based on l:iis request;. 

It's very 'ear.ly, less .than 72 hours since .the .attaCk. 
don't know .. 

So the~e is a lot we 

As time. progresses•, we are leain.ing. more·, :but. we still do~' t have a complete 
picture of what happened. · ~ortuna-eely we have the{ FBI l,_eading the 
investigation of ' the atta~k. Regret~anly .they have: all too much experience in 
these matters. 

At tbis poirit, we are not aware'of any-actionable ·intelligence that this 
attack was planned or iiuminent. The intelligence-community is ·combing through 
reporting from before and.a!ter the · attack to determine the full extent of who 
was involved. 

Libya is awa!3h in weapons· - unconventionaL-weapons were stored in' unsecured 
locations across the co'Wltry .. Followi~g the .~ev9lution, there are still many 
well:armed. milit.ia· 'remaining ... 

Since the rev:olution,. we have·.·some indicators· al--Q~'.ida. and' other groups are 
seeking to establish· a .presence in Libya:. Remember some senior al-Qa • ida 
members such. as Abu ·yahya. al-Libi-came from .Liby~. 

We. are very cautious .. about: drawing any firm' .conclusions. a:t. this point with 
regara to- the identification and motivat·ion of tih~, attackers. The IC is· 

UNCLASSIFIED 

7c 



working aggress-ively .to· t~is end,.! and the ;FBI. will cont·inue its investigation. 

Unre~t in the Middle· East. ·crea-tes- a permissive· env:ironmeqt for terrorists.. In 
the days and weeks ahead, we need to be e!ipecially-v:igilant in protecting our 
people. 

Message~~,..--

Olsen; 
I 

This is good·by me. 

----'"Original Message.,..---:-

J.; 

Per the discussion at-.Deputies,, -:here: are. the. revised TPs for .HPSCI .. Let me 
know what you -t~n:k. · · 

--The currently available information ·suggests that the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at t~e us Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a -oirect .assault ~g.a·inat · th_e US Consu).ate and 
subsequently· its -annex. _There are .indicati-ons -t:l:lat:- ·extremis.ts. partici.pat~d in 
the violent demonstrati'ons. 

:-This assessment.may change as additional information is· collected and 
ana],yzed -and-as currently available_~nfo~tion. cont~n:ues to: be_evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Gove~ment is working with L1byan · 
authorities to bring ·to justice those responsible for the-deaths' US citizens. 

UNCLAsS!FIED 

,, 
I I 



UNCLASS_IFIED 

(~) 
From: Matthew G. Olsen Subject: [AIN] RE: · 
Date: 09/'15/2012 11:16 AM To: 

... ~..:~> 

Pleasa resJ):Oitd to '"Matthew· 
G. Olsen~ 

CIASS,IFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

Cc: 

- - - - ------------ -..-----------..---------- _4 ________ _ 

Adding th~ correct email· ~or·Giuliano. 

-----Original Message-----
From: Rhodesr Benjamin J · •. [mailto:Benjamiri- J'. , Rhodes 
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:12 AM - . ~----------~ 
To: MICHAEJM· Robert Cardillo; Alan R Pine; ·Matthew G. Olsen; 
sullivanj mark.giuliam:l · H.cinglj 
lis · ~---------~ 

cc: C..;:r: It o oPf\ C.::t:" 0 
Subject: RE: 

This is good. by me:. 

Per the discussi·on: at Dep1,1ties, here are. the· .revised Tl?s for HPSCI. Let me 
know what you think. 

--The current·ly .ava·ilable information suggest: a· -that -the. demonstrations in 
.Benghazi were spontaneously inspil:'ed by, ·the, P.rotests.at the ·OS Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into · a direct assati'lt ·ag~t 'the us eonsulate and 
subsequently its annex. There are indic~tl:op.s:· tnat .extremists pat;"ticipated in 
the violent demonstrations.-. . 

--This assessment may chang·e ·as .· additional: ·information. i:s collected· and 
analyzed and -as curr~n~ly·available information:continues· to . be_evaluated. 

·UNCLASSIFIED' 



UNCLASSIFIED 

--'I'he invest'igation is . on-g.oing; and the us Government is. working. with Libyan 
authorit:fes. to bring to justice :tho~e· responsible. 1;or. the ·- deaths· US citizens. ... . . 

UNCLASSIFIED 

I? 
I '7 



. Please reSpond to cRhodas, 
Benjamin J . ~ 

·UNCLASSIFIED .... . 

·.Cc: . 

·-.-~--.1"~1'"-""" "'~ .. ~-..-~--,-. .-- •ft·~~--..:-~•~·-....-...-~·---u-----~•J.l"-·~·--.,._....._ __ .. 
CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

One edit t'or accur~:cy: · 

--The currently avai:lable . inf ormation s uggests t hat tne- demonstrat. j,ons in 
Benghazi 'l'lere. spc;>ntaneously. im;p i red bY,. the prote!3ts. at· the u s · EJ11bassy in. 
Cairo and evolved i n to a direct assay.lt ~gaip)3t tihe us '{:cut : Consulate} 
d i plomat ic p oet i n Be.nghazi a,nd subsequently its annex. There a r e indications 
that. .. extremists participated . in the violent demonstrations. 

--This ass·essment may; change as ·additional information is collected and 
analyzed and as current~y available' information ·continues to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on'-go'ing, and the OS Governmen~ is working with Libyan 
authoritiea to bring to j~stice those responsible for ·the· deaths US citizens. 

Per the discus'eion at .Deputies, he're are the rev.ised'.:TPs . for· HPSCI. Let me 
know what you think_. 

--The· ·currentl¥ available. information- 5uggests .-.that the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired· oy 'the protests' at t .he: US Embassy in 
Cairo and evol ved into a .direct assault against the US Consulate arid 
subsequently its- ·annex. There are indications: 'that ex'tremists participated in 
the violent demonstrations. · · ... 

--This asses~ment may ~hange as additional informatiQn. is collected and 

UNCLASSIFIED· 



UNCLASSIFIED ·· 

analyzed and as. currently available information cont-ib.ues: to be evaluated. 

--The tnvestiga~on ·is on~going, and the us Governmen~ is• working with Libyan 
authorities· to ·bring to Just·ic:e those responsible for the 9eatbs us citizens. · 

.· 

UNCLAS$lFIED ... 



UNCLASSJFIED 

From: Sullivan, Jacob J· Subject: [AJN] RE 
Date: OS/1512012 11:26 AM To: Rhodes; Benjamin·J., mlchaejm;·Robert.Cardillo, alanrp, 

mattolsen maik. iufiano, 'cin li,llsa:monaco 

. Please respond to •Sullivan, 
JacobJ• 

CLASSIFICATION: ONCLASSIFIED 

Cc: 

--------------------------- -·------- ---- -·- --------
--------------------------------~ 

... ---.. ----------------------------------. . 

This looks good. Two .small edits·: . 

1. We call it nthe US mission" or the ·n.us gip.lo!!!atic post" because it 
is not actually a-Consulate. 
2. There is a missing "of" in the . t?i:rd. tf¢. 

This is good by me. 

Per the discussion---at Deput·ies, h:~ra ·a:ba:.;the: r.e:vise~ ·'i'Ps· for HPSCI. Let 
me know what you. -.think. 

--The curren~ly ava-ilable info;rmat·ton --sugges-ts that the -demonstrations 
in Benghazi were spontaneously inspii;red :by the· p:J?otests :.a-t .the us 
Embassy in Cairo· and evol:ved into a direct. assault. ag~inst t:he US 

UNCLASSIFIED 

--,./ 
/c 



Consulate and subsequentl¥ :l:ts annex. . Th"er~ a·re 'indications that' 
-extremis.t:s .particil:pat'ed; ;it t::he v,iolent· delllOnStrat.i:ons .. 

--This assessment· may ·change' as 'add£ti-onal ia'folmliiltt'i:on- is coilected and 
analyzed . and. as· cui;r.ent'ly· ava$labl'e, ipf'ormat·ion· OQntinues to ·be 
evaluated: · ·. · · · · · · - ·· · · -

- - The· invest~gation is on-going;, ·a.ncf' tJ::e US: G9V~rnment is work-ing with 
Libyan authori.ti:es· t 'o ·'}?r-ing t~· jua-tice ·those' .r,e~onsi:bl·e for- th~ deaths· 
us cititzens. 



:UNCLASSIFIED· 

From: .Monaco, Usa (NSD) Subject: [AIN} RE: 
Date:.-0911512012 11:46 AM To: r------. obert.caranrq J 

... ._~-~=::.:;· aS:~iubana! I 

cc: 
'fO 

Please respomHo aMonaco, 
Usa (Nsor. . .. . . 

'""'~..,...,... .. -.:-;~~..,...~·, .... ~':1..,......,.. .... ":-:---.,..._-------.:n-~--~~~..,r- ... •.-•,.-=;-~---~=. -~-.. --~ ·~ 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
. ---- - - - -------------- - -- - - - ----- -~· -- ---~--- - ---

----------·---------- ~ -- -- :--·- --

Michael - DOJ and FBI are· ok with these.. thanks· 

Per the discussion at -Deputies, . here· are t -he revised TPs for HPSCI. 
know what you think. - ... 

Let me 

--The currently available information suggests ·that· .. the· demonstt\itions in 
Benghazi were· spontaneoUsly inspireg by- the protests -· at the us . Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assauTt against -the .. us ·consulate an,d 
subsequently its ·annex. There- are ind-ications. ti:iat-·extremists· participated il;l 
the violent ·d-emonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as additional informatlon is collected and 
analyzed and . as -~~rently available i~forma~ion - c~ntinues. to be evaluated. 

--The investigatio:p. is on-going,, and . the US· Government ·fs· working with Libyan · 
authorities to br~p.g to justi.ce ~hose respon~ible_--for the. :deatl1.s us citizens. 

-UNCLASSIFIED 

., 
·-,~ 



· . 

. . 
·rmCLASSIFTED 

From: inglis!.John·c .. : .. . ·supject:: (AiNlRE: 
Date: '.09/15/201;211:58.AM -To· 

Cc: ·· • 
·. 

CLASSIFICATION; · UNCLASSI~IBD 

NSA- concur· a ~ith. :the content ·and. cast of "'tihe l::iu~l:et-9 ·. -r:hank.s·· for .the chance 
to r.eview-~ 

~·. 

Chris Inglis 

F~::.....==-t .~~t.oi:se4 I 
RD:od_~s, 1-Beni~in .J._ ; 1 

Per the· di-scussion at . i:>e:i;n.tt"ies'i 'lle~e . ~ar'e, ·the ·:reviseq: T,Ps· -for H.P.SCI .. Let 
me kaow . . what yo4: · ·th~~-. · · 

--The cui:reil~·Iy .a;yailaol:'E! · :.m.form~Hon ,su~geste . . ~t·:\the ·. d~mQl?.strations 
in. Benghaz1 were spont~eous(by iilspi~~d 'by the· _ proee.s~ts' ·at .the· -US: 
Bml>assy ih Cairo ?-Oi:l . evai¥~d into >a. atred: .assau'l:t ag~·:imalt>- the us 
Consul'ate and stibs'eCn.lent'l:y : .i;t-s .ahnex;:. · 'J.!liere. are· i~dicat].~p;~ _.that 
extremists p,articipated· ·i:n· the v 'iolerit. demoru!trat:::lo~·· 
"- ~ ~ -. . . . . -

--This. -assessment ma;. ·c~g~ -~a. : a:ad~ti:b~al'. ·.i;nf.ei'ihat::i:on :i:s c'dliect.ed and 
analyzed .and as. currenU"y- ayalil.~'le. '4':~J;>ridati·oft : ·con~i~ues•"tO J:ie· 
evaluat~(i- · ·· . .. · · ·.- ·· -. · : .. 

--The investigation.:is .on-going-; . -;anii ·the·.·us·~Gove.rnm~nt; :i:s· wo.rking with 
Libyan authorities ·toAn.""hig 't:Q just'ice t)iose 'respOn~ibl'eo for the deaths. 
us ci~H:e~s . · ::· ,. .. - · · · 

. ·iJNCTIASS'I-FIED~ 
\, . .. . . ·: 

.. 



From: 
Sent: 

., C--s:ft OC..Iq I . 
Siitui'day, September 15,201212:03 PM 

To: I ~;~a~~a~ po_~J G:t""A- Fo I 
e: . . Subject: 

Michael, 
. Looks like just about everyone has concurred. I .am standing by to foM-4ard the latest 
v~rsion to the committees. · 

Per the discussion at Deputies .. here are the revised TPs ... for HPSCI. let ·me know what you 
think. 

--T~e currently available i nformation suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
.pontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy·in .'Cairo and evolved. into a direct 
assault against the us Consulate and subsequently its annex. There -are indication·s that 
extremists participat.ed in .. the violent demonstration·s~ . 

-.-This assessment may .change as additional infor-mation is. collected. and analyzed and as 
currently available information continues to be evaluated:. 

--The investigation is on-going, and the· US Government is working with libyan authorities to 
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US ci:t;izens .• 

1 

f)c\. ;{ ! 
t} 



From: 
Sent: 

Subject: 

I De. (t I 

Before going to the· committees, m·ay I please ask you to send these to the . Director? He needs 
to know in advance what is. going' to the Hill in his name, .~ven if ·~t going with t~e force of 
full interagency coordination. 

Cheers. j9 f'"D 

Cheers. Et F0 

Michael, 

: I , · 

September 15., 2912 12:92 PM 

Looks like just about everyone has concurred. I am· standing by ·to forward the latest 
version to the committees.· 

Original Message ----­
From: MICHAEJM 
Sent: 2912 11:98 ·AM 

Per the discussion at Deputies~ here are the revised TPs for HPSCI, Let me know what you 
t:i'link. 

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired ·by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct 
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that 
extremists participated. ·in the viol~nt demonstrations. :· . · 

--This assessment may change as additional information is.~ollected,and analyzed and as 
cur:rently available informa~ion continue·s to· be evaluated; 

-The investigation is on-going1 and the US Government is working with libyan authorities to 
. ·ing to justice those .responsible fo~ :the ,deaths us citizens. · 

l 



From: 
Sent: 
·a! 
-:c: 
Subject: 

Hel"e ··s whel"e we are with the tweaks .after tweak·s fr0111 Ben and· .. Jake: 

--The currently available infonmation suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired. by-the protests at the us Embassy. in Cairo· and evolved into a direct 
assault. against the US diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are 
indications that extremists participat~ in the violent demonstr-ations. 

--This assessment may change as addftfonal information is collected' and· analyzed and as 
currently available information continues to-be evaluated. ·· · 

--The investigation is:on-going, and the US Governmer'lt ·is worklng, with Libyan. authorities to 
bring t9 justice those responsible for tlie deaths of US citizens. .. .· 

_ .. ___ jieinal Mfssag~---·--
From: .l.:tfr o c.-A_ 
Sent: Saturday .. September' 15,. 2012 12:03 PM 
To: MICHAEJM 
":c: [ C..:~:" A-t> Pft, f D ) G.~rr FV 
. . ubject: Re: 

1 

Michael, . 
Looks like just about everyone has concurl"ed... I am s'tanding by to for.ward the latest· 

version to the committees. 

V/r 
[Qdrl 

Original Message 
MICHA£JM 

~-~· 

Per the discussion at Deputies,. !:!ere a·re ·the revtsed TP~ for :HPSCI~ -Let me know· what you 
think. · ·. · · -

-·-The currently available .infor-ma-tion suggests ttiat the _demonstrations in· Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US· Embassy in Cairo .and evolved· into a direct 
,ssault against the U~ Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that 
.:xtremists participated in the. violent demonstrat-ions. 

•1 



. . . 
--Tnis assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as 
currently available informati_on._ continues to b~ ·evaluated . 

--The investigation is on-·going., ·and the· US Government is: -~orf<ing;with. Libyan autJlorities to 
bring to justice those res~hsi~le for the deaths US citizens, · 

i 



·: 

-pNCLASSIFIED 

!="rom: Robel't Cardillo Subject: (AINfRe: 
Date: 09/1512012 12:24 PM. To: :MIC~JM;Aian R.Pino. 

Please R3SpOnd to Rcib81t 
cardlllo 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
---~~--- ----- ---·---·--- -- !..---- --- --------

-----------.--------- --.- -- ----~--- ---
I a~, Michael. 

Original ·Message 
From: MICHABOM 
Sent: saturday, $eptember 15, 201a 12:20· ·pM 
To: Robert Cardillo; -Alan .. R Pino 
Subject: FW: 

Robert,. Alan--Everyone. else 'bas coordinated and H;E!SCI· is waiting not so 
pat·iently. Are -you guys good? Michael· 

2012 12·: 13 PM 

Here's where· we are ·with 'the tweaks· after tweaks ·from .·Ben and' Jake: 

--The currently avaii able informat i on. suggests that the demonst rations i n. 
Benghazi were spontaneol:lBl y i:napired by the ·pl;'otest{! a ·t the. us. Embassy in 
Cair o an~ evolved int<;) a· direct assaUlt agains:t ·the ·us· dipiomatic post in 
Be nghazi and subsequent·ly its annex. There . are indications .that extremists 
participated in t h e vfolent aemonstratici~. . 

--This assessment. rna,y cha.."lge a rs add:i.t-ional info:rmat·-io~ is collected and 
analyzed and as currently available info~tion continues to be evaluated. 

--The investiiga:t:l.on· is on-:-goin:g, ·.and · the us Government is working with Libyan 
authorities to bring to justice those respons~b~e ·for tQe aeaths of us 
citizens. · 

·UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIF!Ep. 

;;~~lri~~l jssage--·- ·--

·sent: Saturaay, September 15, 2012 12:03 PM 
To: MICHAEJM 
Cc: [~A o? /'r C:s=A . r o '- :t; A f o 
SuJ;'j ect : R.e: · 1 

Michael, 
Looks.like just about everyona has .concurred. I ·am ~tanding by to forward . 

the latest version to the committee.a. ,: ' 

V/r 
j,x;n~ 

Per the 'disC\lSSion at Deputdea ,_ here ·are the: .. revieed TJ:Ia· for HP.SCI. Let me 
know what you think. 

--The currently avail"atile· information -~uggests·that the· demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the· protes~s -at t~e US ·Embassy in 
Caire;> and evolved i:nto a direct assau~t agair_l.St :the .tJS> Consulate· and 
subsequently its annex. There.are ~ndicat1ons -that extremists participated in 
the violent demonstrations. 

--This assessment ·may change as additional i4formation is colle.cted and 
analyzed and as currently available infonnat·ion, continues to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-gaing, and the US Govei:nment is working with Libyan 
authorities to .bring to j'ustice those responsible for the deaths us citizens . 

. · 

UNCLAsSIFIED. · 



'UNCLASSIFIED' 

From: [ C.rA -~ 
Date: 00/15120 ~2:32 PM 

Subject: (AINJ RE: 
To:_ . MICHAEJM,, (...l;;Pt o P A 
Cc: [CJ: A- ~ o I 

Please res~ to · 
t~A- f"o ·. 

- --·---·----
CLASSIFIClt.TION: UNCLASSIF~ED . 

----------------------- ---------------

---- ":' ----------------- -----~- ~-- --------.--~-- __ ,_._ 

This is to confirm in writing: r just .spoke; .w'ith .. Al:an -on. the phone. Allen 
said he concurred with the 'TPs. 

Thanks. I will bug Robert and Al'an. . 

;~~~~2F~"~}A'es::"F -----
Sen~turday, September 15, 
To: j4"1'\0frY~ 
Cc:jS;FO ~ 
Subject: RX: 

2012. 12:13 PM 

Here's where we are with the tw!!!aks afte~ ··. tw~aks from. Ben and Jake: 

--The currently available information suggests· that the demo~trations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by .the protests a:t the US Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct ·assault agatns~ the us ~plomatic poet in 
Benghazi and subsequently. its .annex. .Tli.e-re .. are.· lndications that extremists 
participated in the violent demonstrations. 

--This ass·essment ·may .. change ·as· .addit.ional information i~;~ colle·cted and 
analyzed ·and . . as currently. available Lnfo~t-.i.on contin~ea· to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-going,,_ and . . bh'e ·.us' ·GOverhinent is ·working with Libyan 
authoril:ies to bring tq- jus_tice. those respon,Si,bl.e for. the· deaths of us 
citizens. 



-----Original Me~sage- ~ - -­
From: [~.~~ 

UNCLASSIFI-ED 

Sent: Saturday, September. 15, 2'012 '!2: 03 PM. 
To: MICHABJM 
Cc: I erA- o Ptt , '-rA fo 
Subject: Re: • 

Michael, 
Looks like just al:)out: everyone has concurred. I ~m· standing by· to forward 

the latest: version to the -committees .. 

Original Message 
MICHAEJM 

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for .HPSCI. Let me 
know what you think. 

--The currently· .available informat'ion s-usgests tha·t the demonstrations in 
Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Smbassy in 
Cairo and ' evolved into a di.:tect assault a ga:1.nst the US Consulate and 
subsequently its .annex. There are indications that extremists ·participated in 
the· violent demonstrat·ions .. . · 

--This ass_essment may change as additioniil information. is collected and 
analyzed and as currently available information continues to be · evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working w:tth .Libyan 
authorities .to bring to juet·ice those responsibl_e for the deaths US citizens. 

UNCLASSIFIED 



. uNCLASSIFIED 

From: I c. P I'T o c.-A J Subject: [AIN] Re: 
Date: 0911512012 12·:43 PM .:ro: MICHAEJM 

Plees:a reennnd to 
ic.r~ o c..A] 

CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 

--- ------ - ----- - = - ~ - .--------M 

Copy ..• on it. 

:----- Original Message - ·-'--­
From: MICHAEJM 

~~T f~"';)"~~ J 9~~;2,~ s 12012 12 ~3·7 PM 
Cc: l~- FD _ c..~ tor FD . 
Subject: R,e: 

&t'\ I everyone has coor~~nated. I 0 .P A) has capt~ed the changes below. Please 
run the points by the Director, then get them to HPSCI. I spoke to the 
Direc·tor earlier about St·ate·• S · deep concenrs about mentioning the· warnings and 
the other work done on this, but you will want to ·reemphasize in your note to 
DCIA. Thanks. Michael 

201.2 '22:;1.3 PM 

Here's where. we are with the tweaks after tweaks . from ~en .. and Jake·: 

--The currently avaflable i:h'formation suggests that the demonstrations in 
Benghazi Were. spontaneously inepiced by the. prote~ts ~t the us· Embassy in 
Cairo .and eV<?lved into a direct as'saul:t against the us diplomatic post in 
Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are indicatj,ons that extremists 
partic~pated· ~n ·the violent demonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as additional. informati:on is collected and 
analyzed ~d as· currentlY . ava.ilable. informat,ion · COi:l.tin~es to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-going., and the· us ·.GOvernment is; working with Libyan 
authorities to bring to jus~~ce·those responsible .for tba deaths of US 

·UNCLASSIFIED 



lJNCLASSIFIED 

citizens. .· 

-----Origtnal Message-----
From:~- 0 c..tfJ · · -
Sent: Satt.U"day, September 15 ... 2012. 12:03 I?M 
To: M TCHA12;JM 

Cc: I (.. .l;A- ot>A @_A=:E£J__c.rA- ~o I 
Subject: Re: 

Michael, . 
Looks 'like just about :everyone has concurred. I am standing by to forward 

the latest version to the .committees. 

Origi~l-Message· ----­
From: MICHAEJM 
Sent: Saturday, September·.;J..s, 2·012 ll;OB' AM 
To: RobertrC--~~--~rr 
<:sullivanj 
'Benjamin J~.~~~~~~~~~~~ 
•jcinglil 
<lisa.mo~na---c~d----AL~~~ 

Cc:~ Dc..tf q c :rtt o r'i , C.~A- Fo. c..r: A-- Fo 
Subject: ' ' 

Per the discussion at I:)·eputies, here are ·tne revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me 
know what yo~ think. 

--The currently available informati-on sugge.s·t:s theft. the · demonstrations in 
Bengha zi were spontaneously inspired by the protests· at th~ US Embassy in 
Cairo and evolved into a direct assault. against the. ;us Consulate. and 
subsequently--its annex. There are indications that extremists part-icipated in 
the violent -demonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as additional informatlcin is collected and 
analyzed and as cu~rently ava~lable information continues to be_evaluated. 

--Tbe inve'etigation is en-goin:g-, and the us Governll!ent ·is working with Libyan 
authorities to bring to justice those responsible for -the dea~hs US citizens. 

UNCLASSI·FIED 

c:s(. i -



Sullivan, Jacob J 

·rom: 
.>ent: 
To: 

Sullivan, Jacob J 
Saturday, September 15,2012 12:44 PM 
Nuland, Victoria J 

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in B.enghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct 
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex . There are indications that 
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as 
currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-goingJ and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to 
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens. 

1 



From: 
Sent: 
·o: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

Sir, 

-. 

l C.r A oc..fr I · . 
sararaay, sepd~rnber-15, 201212:51· PM 

DA~DHP74~~· ~-,----~~--~~,---~~~.---~---­
MICHAEJM~ {a;:-f't- F o I D P c::cA f c.os.. '-'f~ I c.r ft o 1 A- I a A o c.. A 
Hill_ Talking Polhts . • 

Here are the inter agency approved points fo'r the Hill. They ·were worked through the DC 
tflis moming and were then shot out for final approval. As mentioned last night, State had 
voiced strong concerns with the original text due to the criminal investigation. That said, 
I understand NSS is working an all members briefing this corning weeR and .these are a good 
starting point. · · . 

With your concurre~~~ wih get them. to ~ur oversight. committees and to leadership. 

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at th·e us Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct 
assault against the US diplomatic post in-Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are 
indications that extremists p~rticipated in the violent demonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as additional information is colletted and analyzed and as 
currently available·infonmation continues to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-going~ and the US Government i.s working with Libyan authorities 'to 
~ring to justice those responsible ~or the deaths ·of US citizens. 

_,I 
{ .•. ;. 



From: 
.Sent: 
To: 

V'>VN 
Saturdav. Seotember 15, 2012 2:21 PM 

0S0N 
Subject: Re: SBU/CLo"SEHOU): 0800 SVTS on Movie ProtestsMolence 

Please do-l have not reached out. 

Best, 
vsvN 

From: US\J N 
Sent: Satur-day, September 15. 2012 02:15 PM 
To: u~~N . . 
Subject: Re: SBU/CLOSEHOLD: 0800 svrs on Movie Protests/Violence 

I'm going to email Jake on the libya points 
.. --· me know. ·-

references below unless either of you are linked in to this effort Pis let 

From: us vf') 
Sent: Saturday, September 151 2012 01:23PM 
To: Rice, Susan E (USUN); VSVI'0 '; DiCarlo, Rosemary A (USUN); us.vN 
-:c: v';\JN 
..;ubject: SBU/O.OSEHOLD: 0800 SVTS on Movie Protests/Violence 



Libya: 



o HPSCI request: late this wee!<, CIA Director Petracus gave the HPSCI a ''hots spots" b.ricfing a1d was asked for 
undassified talking poinlS trat its members could use ahout incident in oenehazi. {Apparently NCTC Oirector 
Matt Olson received a similar comm:ttec from a congressional committee.) rne first dra" apparently seemed 
unsuitable (based on conversations on the SifTS and afterwards) because they seemed to-encourage the reader 
to infer :ncor~ect!·( that the CIA had wamed about a Sjlecific attack on out embassy. On the SVTS, Morell ,r.o.ted 
that these points were not good and ht> had taken a heavy editing hand to them. He noted that he would be 
happy to work with Jake St.llivan and Rhodes to de'lelop appropriate talking poir.ts. McDonough, on Rhodes's 
behalf, deferred to Sullivan. It was agreed that Jake would work closely with the intelli~ence community (within 
a small group) to finalize points on Saturday that could be shared with HPSCI. I spoke to Jake :mmediately after 
the SVTS and noted that you were doing the Sunday morning shows and would need to be 3ware of the final 
posture that tltese points too!<. He committed to ensure tha~ we were updated in ad:tance of the Sunday 
shows. I spedfica!!y mentioned \.) 5 Uf,.J 'as the one coordinating ycur preparations for tne shows and also 
strongly encouraged him to loop in U =>viJ during the ;:H'ocess . 

. • 

.· 

,i 



~O~G~~~~~---=~---=-=--=-~--------=-=-~======-==-=--= 
From: 
Sent: 
ro: 

Cc: 
Subject: 

DAVIDHP74 

No mention of the cable to Ca:i.ro~ either? Frankly,, I'd . just .as soon ·not use this, then ••. 
NSS's call, to be· sure; however, this is certainly not what Vice· chairman RUppersberger was 
hoping to get for unclas use. Regardless, thx for· the great ·work 

·-----qrieinal. ~ssage-- -- ­
From:~f>~ 
Sent: Saturday, ·September 15, 2012 12:51 PM 
To: DAVIDHP74 
Cc: MlCH~JM; 'I C--~-Pr---Fo-.1! 'O:t>c:t:"A J{.t)S. Fo lc.. :t:"Pr o? fr 
Subject: Hill Talking P9:ints . 1 

Sir, 

II c~ t'r ocfr-

Here are the inter agency approved points for the Hill • . Tlley were worked through the DC 
this morning and were then shot. out for final ~P.P.i.-oval. _As mentioned last night, State had 
voiced strong concerns with the ori gl.nal text due ~l:o the c:riminal. inv:estigation. That said, 
I understand NSS is wor~ing an all members br~efing this coming week and these are a good 
starting point. · 

With your concurrence .we _will get them-to our ~versight conunittees and to le!)dership. 

--The currently available information 'suggests that tile· demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired. by the protests at the us· ·Embassy in Cairo and evolved· into a direct 
ass.ault against the us diplomatic post in Benghazi and subsequently its annex. There are 
indications that extremists participated in the violent: 4emonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as ·additional information is collec~ed and analyzed and as 
currently available information continues to be !'!~al-uatelf. 

--The investigation is on-going, an~ the US Government is .working·with Libyan authorities to 
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of us citi'~ens. 

--··· 

1 

-------------------------------



Sullivan, Jacob J 

-:rom: Sullivan, Jacob J 
Jent: 
To: 

Saturday, September 15, 2012 2:44 PM 
\)SIJN 

Cc: \)S u_l>J 
Subject: Re: Libya- Unclass IC pts 

Coming your way. 

Original Message 
F rom : \J s v N 
Sent : Saturday~ September 15> 2e12 e2:33 PM 
To: Sulliva~, Jacob J 
Cc : \J <; \J N 
Subject : Libya - Unclass IC pts 

Jake - understand from U~uN that you're working a set of unclass IC pts on libya for the 
Hill. If these are going to be finalized by Sunday am (or COB today), can we get a copy for 
Susan to ensure we're on the same msg? Happy to have vsvN work with whomever on the 
State team is handling this) unless it's you - in which case happy to get them directly. 
Whatever is easiest. 

Many thx . 

USVN 

1 



Sullivan, Jacob J 

-=rom: 
;ent: 

To: 
Subject: 

Sullivan, Jacob J 
Saturdav. Seotember 15, 2012 2:44PM 
u<;vt-l 

Fw: 

Check out the below. You and us~N should confirm w Ben that Susan can deploy tomorrow. 

Original Message ----­
From: Sullivan, Jacob J 
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:26 AM 
To: 'Rhodes, Benjamin J. • <Benjamin J. Rhodes@ ·; 'michaejm@L 
<michaejm@l '>; Robert. Cardillo@r <Robert. Cardillo .>; alanrp@ · 
<alanrp@. >; matt. olsen@r <matt. olsen@ >; mark. giuliano@! 
<mark.giuliano@ •; jcinglt@ <jcingli@1 >j lisa.monaco@ 
<lisa.monaco~ > 
Cc: CIA dC../'\- _ _ G~f!'O!?~. 

FD ·; C-).1\ ~0 
Subject: RE: 

This looks good. Two small edits: 

1. We call it "the US mission« or the ''US diplomatic post~ because it is not actually a 
Consulate. 
2. There is a missing "of" in the third tic. 

-----Origin~l Message-----
From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Benjamin J. Rhodes® 
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2012 11:12 AM 
To: 'michaejm~l ·; Robert. Cardillo@ ; alanrp@( 

jcinglif Sullivan, Jc;cob J; mark .giulianof-· 
(I ;~ O.fFr 0../-i 05-f'r 1-o 

SubJect: RE: 

This is gooc by me. 

-----Original Message-----
From: michaeirr@ [mailto:michaejm@ l 
Sent: Saturday, September 15, 2812 11:88 AM 
To: Robert.Cardillo@ ; alanrp@· _ 
mark.giuliano@r _, Rhodes, Benjamin 
Cc: . cu~ Oc_f\ C...l 1\ ~ f' r:.. 
Subject: 

matt .olsen@r 
J . ; j cingli@l 

FD 

; mai:t. olsen@ 
lisa .mona(~ 

v A t:.~ 

; sullivanii@ ______ _ 
lisa.monaco@ 

; : tJ k to 

Per the discussion at Deputies, here are the revised TPs for HPSCI. Let me know what you 
think. 

- -The currently ava: lable information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the US Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct 
assault against the US Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are indications that 
extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and as 
currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

1 



--The investigation is on-going, and the US Government is working with Libyan authorities to 
bring to justice those responsible for the deaths US citizens. 

2 



From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc; 
Subject: 

The email has been sent to the Hiil. 
V/r 

Original Message 
From: HICHAEJM 
SenF-~.,._,_,t.d.:t.J..__.s;::a,tt.<>.JIIob.c...._u;;_ · 012 ~2: 37 PM 
To: c.:t;A-oPA-
Cc: r-o 
SubJect: Re : 

~veryone has coordi~ated. r ·o?~ l has captured the changes below. Please run the points 
~ DirectorJ- then get them to· HPSCI. I spoke to the- Directo~ earlier about State's deep 
concerns about mentioning the warnings and toe other work done on this~ but you will want to 
reemphasize in· your note to _DtiA. Thanks. Michael 

----- Original Messa;e ----­
From: I U::ft- opt+ _ 
Sen · ~ September 15, 2912 12:13 PM 
To: £-.Pt o<:.i\- MIO-!AEJM 
:c: i fD I a:;A Fo 
... ubject: RE.: 

Here's where we are with the tweaks .al=ter tweaks :from'Ben and· Jake: 

--The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi -were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at· the US Embassy in Cairo. and evolved into a ·direct 
assault against the us diplomatic post_ in .Benghazi and.subsequently' 'its- annex. There are 
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

--This assessment may change as additional infOrmation is collected·and analyzed_and as 
currently available information continues- to be evaluated. 

--The investigation is on-goingJ and the. US Government is ·working with Libyan .authorities to 
bring to justice.those r~sponsible for the deaths of US c~tizens. 

September ·1s·, 2012. ·12:03 PM 

I 

.-1ichael, 

. 1 

"':>./' 

"'!1 
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U.SUN 

From: 
r:ient: 

Subject: 

Yup 

From: US~N 

Rhodes, Benjamin J. [Benjamin_J._Rhodes@ 
Saturday, September 15, 2012 7:12PM 
uS\JN NSC Deputy Press Secretary 

Ke: 

Sent: Saturday, September 151 2012 05:59PM 
To: Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Vietor, Tommy 
Subject: PN: 

Is this the final language you want to use on Benghazi? Have short window to get her something on paper soon. 

----- Original Message ----­
From: Sullivan, Jacob J 
Sent: Saturday, September 15,2012 02:43PM 
ro:--u suN 
Subject: Fw: 

Check out the below. You and IJS,o\\lshould confirm w Ben that Susan can deploy tomorrow. 

----- Original Message -----
-=-rom: Sullivan, Jacob J 

eot: Saturday, September 15, 20l2 11:26 AM 
<o: 'Rhodes, Benjamin J.' <Benjamin J. Rhodes@· >; 'm ichaejm@l 

Robert. Cardillo@ <Robert. Cardillo@ >; aJ:ao.rp@ <alanrp@ 
<mattolsen@ >; mark.giuliano@ : <mark.!!iuliano@. _>; jcing!i@ 
lisa.monal".nlflh <lisa.monaco@t > 
Cc: : C..t'r.. ··0 f• 

Subject: RE: 

This looks good. Two small edits: 

CJ.k or!t 
C.t A f o 

<michaejrr@___ 
>;matt.ol.~ 

<jcine-.li@ 

,, FD 

1. We call it "the US mission" or the "US diplomatic post" because it is not actually a Consulate. 
2. There is a missing ''of' in the third tic. 

--Original Message-
From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Benjamin J. Rhodes@ 
Sent: Saturday, September 15,2012 I 1:12AM 

> ' , 

>· 
' 

To: 'michaejm@t ; Robert..Cardil!o(Q : l'h,pm(a) .. : rnatt.o!senrt Sullivan, Jacob J; 
mark.giuliano@.: :.; jcingli@ ; !isa:monaco@ 
Cc: _ -1 &~. t:A It ;)<(" • 'Fo 
Subject: RE: 

This is good by me. 

---Original Message----
·om: michaejmc@ : [mailto:roichaejm@ 

ent: Saturday, September 15,2012 11:08 AM 
To: Robert.Cardillo@ ; alanrp@ matt.olsen@ :; sullivanjj@ ; mark.giuliano@ 

1 

(CD 

; Rhodes, 




