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A full copy of this file was released into the public domain on
26 July 2004 following a request made b
under the Code

of Practice on Access to Government Information.

Personal data was removed in accordance with the Data Protection
Act 1998.

Further details of this request can be found on D/DAS/64/3 Part AB
Enclosure 31.

DAS-FOI

27 July 2004


The National Archives
UFO file release August 2009
Note: the contents of this file discuss the allegations that UFOs were involved in the death of USAF exchange pilot Capt William Shaffner during a tactical exercise with the RAF over the North Sea in September 1970.
The contents duplicate MoD papers released in earlier tranches of UFO files, October 2008 and March 2009.
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Following a request from the BBC for information for a regional programme they
were making featuring the loss of Captain William Shaffner in 1970, the Aircraft
Accident Report at Enclosure 1 of this file was released to the sons of Captain
Shaffner who were taking part in the programme. The Air Historical Branch also
released a copy of the Accident Card, some photographs of the aircraft and a
transcript of the Radio Transmission between the aircraft and the ground controller.

The programme ‘Inside Out’ was transmitted on 16" September 2002 and the MOD
received two requests from members of the public for copies of the Accident Report
featured in the programme. With the agreement of the Defence Aviation Safety
Centre (DASC) and DAS-Sec a copy of the Report and Accident Card were released
under the Code of Practice on Access to Government Information in November 2002.
File D/DAS/64/3 Enclosures 27 and 31 refer.

Aircraft Accident Reports are not normally sent to the Public Record Office, but due
to the public interest in this particular case, Information (Exploitation) Records 1 have
earmarked a copy for preservation in the PRO in the near future.

A copy of the Accident Card, not originally part of this file has been placed behind
this minute for reference.

Directorate of Air Staff (Lower Airspace) Operations & Policy 1
Room 6/73 Metropole Building

6 November 2002
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104 Air Clues

DON'T BELIEVE

EVERYTHING
YOU READ!

An article was carried in the Grimsby Evening
Telegraph recently; it consisted of a full page
spread on 2 consecutive days and concerned the
loss of Lightning F6 XS894 on 8 Sep 70, flown by a
USAF exchange pilot, Capt Schaffner. These are
some extracts from those pages: '

Headline: MYSTERY OF A JET AND ITS 20,400MPH
“TARGET’

The aircraft, XS894, disappeared into what is fast becom-
ing one of the greatest aviation puzzles of all time. The
ditching was witnessed by the crew of a Shackleton air-
craft but no trace of Capt Schaffner was ever found. More
than a month later the wreckage was found by RN divers.
The cockpit was empty and the canopy closed.

On this particular night, a radar operator at Saxa Vord
picked up an unidentified aircraft between the Shetlands
and Norway flying at 630mph at 37,000ft. It increased
speed to 900mph and climbed to 44,000ft and QRA at
Leuchars was scrambled. The contact then turned
through 180 degrees and disappeared from the screens. Its
speed was estimated in the region of 17,400mph. During
the next hour, the mystery contact reappeared several
times,

The contact was being monitored by the Ballistic Missile
Early Warning System at Fylingdales and the informa-
tion was being relayed to the North American Air
Defence (NORAD) Command at Cheyenne Mountain.
Strategic Air Command HQ at Omaha ordered its B52
bombers into the air. A request was made from a high
level within NORAD, through HQ STC, for RAF
Binbrook to send Capt Schaffner to join the Lightnings
looking for the mystery contact. By now, the contact was
flying parallel to the East Coast 90 miles east of Whitby
at 530mph at 6,100ft - an ideal interception by a
Binbrook Lightning. What follows is drawn from what 1
have been told is the official transcript of the conversation

£27

between Schaffuer and Staxton Wold:

Schaffner: There is ... blueish light. Very bright. It's
a conical shape. It's like a Iarge soccer ball. It's like
it’s made of glass. Contact in descent, About 70ft ...
it’s levelled out again. It's turning, coming straight
for me, am taking evasive action, I can hardl.....

Staxton: 947 Come in 94, are you receiving.

A radar operator who had been tracking the Lightning
and the mystery object watched in disbelief. The 2 blips
merged into one, decelerating rapidly from over 500mph
until they became stationary 6,000ft over the North Sea
140 miles out from Alnwick. Shortly afterwards the sin-"
gle blip separated into 2, one maintaining its southerly
heading at 600mph, the other turning to head north-west
and vanishing at a speed later calculated fo be around
20,400mph. While all this was going on a Shackleton was
ordered to hold station around Flamborough Head. Then
Staxton Wold re-established contact with Capt Schaffner.

Staxton: 94 what is your condition?

Schaffuer: Not too good, I feel kinda dizzy. I can see
shooting stars. The compass is useless, can you
bring me in GCI2.

Staxton: Er... Hold station, 94 over.

HQ STC had instructed Staxton Wold to request
Schaffner to ditch his Lightning off Flamborough. It
appears the reason for the decision to ditch was a fear that
the Lightning had somehow become “contaminated” dur-
ing its mystery interception over the North Sea. The
Shackleton watched the Lightning ditch and called for a
helicopter. The crew noticed the canopy up but could not
see the pilot. On their next pass, they called that the air-
craft was sinking fast but the canopy had been closed
again. The search for the pilot involved the Shackleton, a
Whirlwind from Leconfield and several lifeboats but the
pilot was not found. On 7 Oct 70, divers from HMS
Keddleston inspected the wreckage and said that Capt
Schaffner’s body was still in the cockpit. But when the
wreckage was brought to the surface, there was no trace
of Capt Schaffrer. Just an empty cockpit.

The wreckage was taken in some secrecy to RAF
Binbrook. The ejector seat seemed to be “wrong” and
there was a suspicion among the investigators that it was
not the one fitted to the aircraft when it took off. At the
end of the day the investigation team was told that as
nothing useful had been discovered, their job was over.
They were all called into the main office at Farnborough
and told in no uncertain terms that they were not to dis-
cuss aﬂy[ aspect of the ditching. The reason was simple -
national security.

March 1994
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That dramatic story is how a major regional news-
paper described the loss of one of our Lightnings.
The Lightning was popular with the Humberside
population and this article would undoubtedly
have attracted interest. In contrast, this is the
RAF's version of events: ‘

The pilot of the accident aircraft was a USAF
exchange officer who had completed 2 tours on the
USAF F102 all weather fighter. He had accumulated

121 hours on the Lightning, of which 18 were at

night. He had been declared Limited Combat Ready
after only 8 weeks on the Sgn; this unusually short
period of time was based on his previous experience
as well as his performance thus far on the Lightning.
The limitation on his operational status was partial-
ly due to the requirement to complete all the stages
of visident profiles; at the time of the accident, he

. was qualified in 2 of the 3 phases of visident, which

meant that he would be capable of carrying out
shadowing and shepherding tasks, only if he was in
visual contact with the target.

The Sqn was participating in a Taceval at RAF
Binbrook and the Sqn Cdr had authorised this pilot
to participate, in the belief that he would not be
involved in a shadowing or shepherding mission.

_However, unbeknown to the Stn or Sqn, the Taceval

team had just changed the exercise scenario from
normal interceptions to shadowing or shepherding
on slow speed low-flying targets. The targets were
Shackletons flying at 160kts at the minimum autho-
rised height of 1,500ft."

After maintaining one hour at cockpit readiness, the
pilot was scrambled. While he was taxying, the
scramble was cancelled and he returned to the dis-
persal, ordering fuel only and no turnround servic-
ing. This was contrary to standing instructions and
the engineering officer ordered a full turnround.

“The turnround was delayed and, during this delay,

the pilot was warned that he would be scrambled as
soon as he was ready. He told the groundcrew to
expedite the servicing but started his engines and
taxied before the servicing was complete. He got air-
borne at 2030Z.

The pilot climbed to FL 100 and was handed over to
GCT; he was then given a shadowing task against a
160kt target at 1,500ft. At a range of 28nm, he was
told to accelerate to M0.95 in order to expedite the
take over from another Lightning. He called that he
was in contact with the lights but would have to
manoeuvre to slow down; his voice sounded
strained as though he was being affected by ‘g’. His
aircraft was seen by the other Lightning pilot; it

appeared to be about 2,000yds astern and 500-
1,000ft above the Shackleton, in a port turn. The
Shackleton crew then saw the aircraft, apparently
very low. Shortly afterwards, the Lightning pilot
failed to acknowledge instructions and emergency
procedures were initiated. A search by the
Shackleton, and a further air/sea search the follow-
ing day, failed to detect any trace of the aircraft or

- pilot.

The wreckage was located nearly 2 months later
with surprisingly little damage. The canopy was
attached, but not closed, and there was no sign of
the pilot. The aircraft appeared to have struck the
sea at a low speed, planed on the surface and come
to rest comparatively slowly.

The ejection seat handle had been pulled to the full
extent allowed by the interrupter link in the main
gun sear. (The interrupter link ensures that the seat
does not fire unless the canopy has gone). The
canopy gun sear had been withdrawn but the car-
tridge had not been struck with sufficient force to
fire it (during servicing, the firing unit had been
incorrectly seated because of damaged screw
threads). The canopy had been opened normally,
the QRB was undone, as was the PEC, and the PSP

lanyard had been released from the life jacket.

It was concluded that the difficult task, carried out
in rushed circumstances, combined with a lack of
training in this profile, led to the pilot failing to
monitor his height while slowing down. He had-
inadvertently flown into the sea but had attempted
to recover the situation by selecting reheat; this was
ineffective with the tail skimming the water. He
attempted to eject, but this was unsuccessful due to
the canopy failing to jettison. He then manually -
abandoned the aircraft, but was never found. He -
was, therefore, presumed to have drowned during
or after his escape.

Wing Commander Spry says

There are a number of points which axe raised by
this article, the first of which is do no& believe all
you read in the newspapers! Among the serious
points to consider are the distractions and stress
caused by the false scramble and interr-upted turn-
round, as well as the supervisory failuxe of allow-
ing a LCR pilot to participate in a "Taceval by
night. Close supervision during exer<ise condi-
tions, in a single seat environment, is almost
impossible. Minimum qualificatioxys are laid
down for a reason!

Aix Clues 105
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/DPR/325/1/1
10 Mar 93

Dep Hd AH F

Copy to:

LOSS OF LIG! ING XS 894
Reference:
A. D/AHB(RAF)8/10 dated 9 Mar 93 (not to DPO(RAF).

1. Reference asked for comment on your draft reply to Sky TV.
I am entirely happy with your form of words.

2. Perhaps ‘RAF Bimbroke’ (sic) exists on some alternative
Earth?

DDPR (RAF)
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Pep
LOOSE MINUTE ;}{7% fjlf"ﬂ( {a.bféfg
D/AHE (RAF) 8/10 pmtulonl - s ,gfau '
fbe s Bk v bt
9 Mar 93 fe 1B rorc v Sibepprer -
nf3

88 QOF HTNI X 4

- Ref A D/DPFRORAF) 3207171 LM dated 27 Jan 93
Ref B: D/AHB(RAF)B/727/71 LM dated 1 Feb 93

1. You will remember, I am sue, our recent exchange at
FRefs A & B concerning the loss of Capt SBchafner UBAF in
X8894, Unfortunately SKY Television are doing a documentary
on UFls, and they picked up on the Evening Telegraph story
and have asked me Lo supply them with further information
tsse attached). I thought it best that you both be aware
of 8kY's intersst in this alroraft, and indeed the subject
in general.

Z. 1 should also be grateful if you would both indicate that
vt are content that my attached draft reply to
does not give any hostages to fortune. Sorry to inflict this
o you, but we must do ow best to bring BKY back down to
wmartht!

Bei Hid AHB (RAF)



3 March,1993

pear CECTRRE

One of my colleagues spoke on the phone (Wed) about a
television documentary we’re making for SKY TV about UFO’s.

I was particularly interested in the case of thé English
Electric Lightning (XS894) that was ditched into the North
Sea on the 8th September 1970 after being scrambled from
RAF Bimbroke in Lincolnshire.

I’d be grateful if you could supply me with any information
about the incident.

Yours sincerely,

SKY TELEVISION PLC

HEAD OFFICE: 6 CENTAURS BUSINESS PARK (GRANT WAY (SLEWORTH MIDDLESEX TWw7 3QD
TELEPHONE £7:-782 3000 FAX 071-722 3030



DRAFT

SBky Mews Features
Bky Television

Our Reference
D/AHB(RAFIB/Z10

Thank you for your letter of 2 March 1992 concerning the
accident to the above aircraft aﬁd the daath ci Gaptain
W 0 Schatner USAF, ; i M i p : gy
addeate that the aircraft taak a%f %ram RQF Binbre@k at
approgimately 20285 hours Breenwich Mean Time to take part
in & Tactical Evaluation Exercise involving the interception,
shadowing and shepherding of low speed targetis.

The fods surmlry s ecchel 0

The target aircraft in this case was a Royal Air Force
Shackleton maritime reconnaissance aircraft flying at 1500
feet off the north east coast. Capt Bchaftner was vectored
onto the target and reported that he was in visual conact,
but not further messages were recelived and it was
subsequently established that the alrcratt had crashed

into the sea. Capt Schafner apparently abandoned the
aircraft aftter it hit the sea, but despite a prolonged search
he was never found and is presumed to have drowned.

) - et aoa- P Thare is
absmlutaly no avidence a% &ny “un;dantlfiad aircratt” having
been encountered, nor is there any reason to suppose that
there is any UFD connection with what remains a tragic
accident.

DRAFT
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THE FATAL FLIGHT OF
FOXTROT 94

axa Vord was one of a chain of

British radar stations who's task

was to scan the skies and guard
against intrusion from unidentified air-
craft approaching from the North Sea or
the sensitive 'Iceland Gap’. The year was
1970 when the cold war was at its height
with Russian aircraft making regular flights
into the North Atlantic to test reaction
from NATO fighters.

At 8.17pm. on the night of September 8th
1970, a radar operator at Saxa Vord
picked up a contact of an unidentified
aircraft over the North Sea between the
Shetlands and Norway,

The contact was monitored for several
minutes at a steady speed of 630mph at
37,000ft on a south-westerly heading.
The contact was then seen to turn 30
degrees to head due south with its speed
increasing to 900mph and its altitude
lifting to 44,000ft.

Inaccordance with normal procedure Saxa
Vord flashed a message to the quick-
reaction-flight at RAF Leuchers on the
east coast of Scotland. Two Lightning
intercepters were scrambled within min-
utes and headed out across the North Sea.
So far it had been a routine scramble, but
it was then that the radar plotters on the
Shetland Isles saw something on their
screens which left them amazed. The
contact which had been travelling at speeds
consistent with Russian warplanes had
turned through 180 degrees and within
seconds had disappeared from the screens.
Later they calculated the speed of the
object at 17,400mph. .

During the next hour the mystery contact
reappeared several times, and each time the
Lightnings were sent to investigate, but the
object turned and disappeared again.

By this time two F4 Phantoms of the US Air
Force had been scrambled from Keflavik in
Iceland and with their sophisticated radar
were able to track the intruder themselves,
Asthey attempted to close on the object they
found that they had no more success than the
Lightnings,

The cat and mouse game was now causing
alarm to NATO commanders. The alert had
reached such a level that the contact was

being monitored by the Ballistic Missile

Early Warning station at Fylingdales, also

with a second BMEWS in Greenland. The -

North American

At9.39pm radar controllers picked up the
contact again. This time its speed was
decelerating to 1,300mph which was al-
most the limit of the Lightnings and Phan-
toms. It was at this time holding an altitude
of 18,000ft and heading southwest, off the
northern tip of Denmark.

Two more Lightnings were scrambled
from RAF Leuchars to patrol northeast of
Aberdeen and a further two from RAF
Coltishall in Norfolk. The contact was
now between these two lines of fighters.
While this was taking place, Fylingdales
were informed that Strategic Air Com-
mand HQ at Omaha, Nebraska, was or-
dering its B52 bombers into the air,

The order could have only come from the

Air Defence Net-
work at Cheyenne
Mountain and the
US Detection and
Tracking Centre at
Colorado Springs
also became in-
volved in the inci-
dent.

During thistime the
Lightnings and
Phantoms made re-
peated attempts to
get close to the ob-
ject, but as they
approached it dis-
appeared off the
radar screens.
Eventually the
Lightnings were or-
dered back to base
whilst the Phantoms
continued to patrol.

PAGE4
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highest level. What had started as a rou-
tine sighting of a Russian aircraft had now
reached the White House and presum-
ably President Richard Nixon,

At this time NORAD was informed that a
US pilot of great experience was presently
on an exchange visit with the RAF at
Binbrook, the north Lincolnshire fighter
base near Grimsby. Enquires were made
and it was discovered that the pilot was on
station, and by coincidence, 'Flight Avail-
able’,

out one aircraft, flown by Captain
Schaffner. The Americans wanted one of
their ownmen present when the object was
eventually cornered.

Captain Schaffner was sitting in the crew

room of 5 Squadron when the call came .

from High Wycombe. Schaffner was still
in his flying suit, after returning earlier
that evening from a training sortie in one
of the squadron’s aircraft, When the call
came Schaffner ran out of the building
across the runway towards two Lightnings
which - were standing virtually

One of the men on the ground crew at the
time was Brian Mann of Grimsby, who
was driving one of the fuel bowsers. He
remembers XS894 being refuelled at a
rate of 150 gallons per minute, when
suddenly the aircraft engines started, He
said, "The windows of the tanker almost
went in, I took off the hoses and got out
of the way.” Mr. Mann remembered
Captain Schaffner disregarding the ground
marshal, who was the eyes and ears of the
pilot on the ground, as he swung the
Lightning round.

ONE OF THE LIGHTNINGS FROM THE lLL—FATED SQUADRON.
COURTESY: GRIMSBY EVENING TELEGRAPH

At 9.45pm a request was made from the
highest level within NORAD through
Strike Command's UK Headquarters at
High Wycombe, for RAF Binbrook to
send Captain William Schaffner to join
.the Lightnings search for the mystery
object. By this time four Lightnings, two
Phantoms and three tankers were already
airborne and they were joined by a
Shackleton from Kinloss which was or-
dered to patrol on a north-south heading at
3,000ft 10 miles from the east coast.

Binbrook's QRA Lightnings were being
held in reserve but it was decided to send

ready for flight. One XS894, was in the

process of having its fuel tanks topped up.’

Schaffner climbed the ladder into the air-
craft and hauled himself into the cockpit.
He waved aside the ground crews who were
expected to carry our pre-flight checks,
ordered the refuelling to stop and failed to
sign the regulation form stating that he was
happy with the aircraft,

The aircraft was armed with two Red Top
air-to-air missiles, one was armed, the
other a dummy. The aircraft’s guns had
enough 30mm canon shells for a six-second
burst,

At 10.06pm the aircraft blasted off
Binbrook's runway into the night sky.
Those on the ground saw it disappear with
a sheet of flame from its twin tail pipes as
it headed out over the North Sea.

By now the mystery contact which had
lead to five Lightnings, two Phantoms,
three tankers and a Shackleton being scram-
bled was being tracked by radar control-
lers at Staxton Wold, which stands on
high ground overlooking Scarborough.
The contact was flying parallel to the east
coast 90 miles east of Whitby, at a speed
of 530mph and an altitude of 6,100ft.

UFG MAGAZINE »> Vol 11 No 4
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What follows next is drawn from informa-
tion given to the Grimsby Evening Tel-
egraph newspaper who broke the story
and was reported as being an official
transcript of the conversation between
Captain Schaffner and the radar station at
Staxton Wold.

Schaffner: I have visual contact, repeat
visual contact. Over.

Staxton: Can you identify aircraft type?

Schaffner: Negative, nothing recognis-
able, no clear outlines, There is bluish

Staxton: Is it part of the object or independ-
ent? Over. :

Schaffner: Negative, nothing.
Staxton: Can you assess the rate...?
Schaffner: Contact in descent, gentle, Am

going with it... 50 no about 70... it's lev-
elled out again,

2

Staxton: Is the ball object still with it. Over.

Schaffner: Affirmative. It's not actually

connected... maybe a magnetic attraction to

North Sea.

Two and a half minutes after the blip came
to a halt it started accelerating rapidly to
600mph and climbing to 9000ft, heading
south towards Staxton.

Shortly afterwards, the single blip sepa-
rated into two. One maintaining it's south-
erly heading, somewhat erratically, at
about 600mph and descending slowly, the
other turning through 180 degrees to head
north westerly and vanishing at a speed
later calculated to be around 20,400mph.

TRACKING THE UNIDENTIFIED OBJECTS
- v COURTESY: GRIMSBY EVENING TELEGRAPH

light. Hell that's bright... very bright.

Staxton: Are your instruments function-
ing 94. Check compass. Over.

Schaffner: Affirmative, GCI I'm along
side of it now, maybe 600ft off my... It's
-aconical shape, jeeze that's bright, it hurts
my eyes to look at it for more than a few
seconds.

Staxton: How close are you now?

Schaffuner;: About 400ft he's still in my
three o'clock. Hey wait... there's some-
thing else. It's like a large soccer ball...
It's like it's made of glass.

the conical shape. There's a haze of light
Ye'ow... it's within that haze. Wait a sec-
ond, it'sturping... coming straight for me...
shit... am taking evasive action... a few...
I can hardly...

Staxton: Come in 94. Foxtrot 94 are you
receiving? Over, come in.

As the controller lost contact with Captain
Schaffner, a radar operator who had been
tracking the Lightning and the mystery
object watched in amazement. The two
blips on the screen representing the aircraft
and it's quarry, slowly merged into one.
Decelerating rapidly from 500mph until
they became stationary 6000ft above the

At this time a Shackleton which had been
on patrol off the Firth of Forth was or-
dered to hold station around Flamborough
Head. Then Staxton Wold re-established
contact with Captain Schaffner.

Schaffner: GCL.. are you receiving?
Over.

Staxton: Affirmative 94, loud and clear.
What is your condition?

Schaffner: Not too good. I can't think
whathas happened... Ifeel kind of dizzy...
I can see shooting stars.

Staxton: Can you see you instruments?
Over.

PAGE 6
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Schaffner: Affirmative, buter... the com-
pass is u/s..,

Staxton: Foxtrot 94, turn 043 degrees.
Over,

Schaffner: Er... all directional instru-
ments are out. Repeat u/s. Over,

Staxton: Roger 94, execute right turn,
estimate quarter turn. Over.

Schaffner: Turning now.

Staxton: Come further 94, That's good, is
your altimeter functioning? Over.

Schaffner: Affirmative GCL

Staxton: 94 is ditching. Can you maintain a
wide circuit? Over, ;

Shackleton: Affirmative GCL. Over.

Staxton: Thanks 77. Standby 94 execute
ditching procedure at your discretion. Over.

Schaffner: Descending now, GCI. Over.

A period of six to seven minutes elapsed
without contact, then suddenly,

Shackléton: He's down GCI. Hell of a
splash... he's down in one piece though. -
Over.

A further two minutes elapsed.
Shackleton: GCI. Over.
Staxton: Receiving you 77. Over.

Shackleton: This is odd GCI, she's
sinking fast, but the canopy'sclosed again.

Staxton: Can you confirm the pilot clear
of the aircraft? g

Shackleton: He's not in it. We can con-
firm that. He must be in the water some-
where.

Staxton: Any distress signals
or flares? Over.

Staxton: Descend to 3,5001’{\.
Over, -

Schaffner: Roger GCL

Staxton: What's your fuel state
94? Over.

Schaffner: About 30 per cent
GCIL.

Staxton: That's what we calcu-
lated. Can you tell us what
happened 947

Schaffner: I don't know, it
cameinclose... Ishutmyeyes...
Ifigure I must have blacked out
for a few seconds.

Staxton: OK 94. Standby.
At this time the Shackleton ar-

rived over Flamborough and
began circling before XS894

Shackleton: Negative GCI,
we're going round again. Over,

A shorttime later the Shackleton
was back in contact with Staxton
Wold.

Shackleton: She's sunk GCI,
there's a slight wake where she
was, still no sign of the pilot. I
say again GCI, we need a
chopper fast. Over,

Staxton: A whirlwind’son it's
way from Leconfield, are you
positive you saw no sign of the

pilot. Over, A

Shackleton: Nothing GCI. The
first pass we assumed he was
un-strapping. He must have
got out as we went round for
the second pass, but why shut
the canopy? Over.

was vectored into the area by
Staxton controllers.

Schaffner: Can you bring me in GCI?
Staxton: Er... Hold station, 94. Over...
Foxtrot 94 can you ditch the aircraft?

Over.

Schaffner: She's handling fine. I can
bring her in. Over.

Staxton: Negative 94. I repeat, can you
ditch the aircraft? Over,

Schaffner: Yeah... I guess.

Staxtd;l; Standby 94. Over. Oscar 77.
Over.

Shackleton 77: Receiving. Over.

Staxton: Can you see the pilot yet? Over.

Shackleton: Negative, were going round
again, pulling a tight one. Over.

Two minutes elapsed.

Shackleton: The canopy’sup... she's float-
ing OK... can't see the pilot, we need a
chopper out here GCI. No sign of the pilot,
where the hell is he?

Staxton: You sure he's not in the water?
Check your SABRE receptions. Over. (Note:
Sabre was the search and rescue beacon
carried by all RAF aircrew)

Shackleton: No SABRE yet, no flares
either. Hang on we're going round again.

Staxton: That‘s what we were
thinking. Maintain patrol 77, he must be
out there somewhere.

Shackleton: Roger GCI.

A short time later the search and rescue
helicopter arrived and a systematic search
of the area began. Lifeboats from
Bridlington, Filey and Flamborough ar-
rived and joined in the search as the
weather began to deteriorate. The search
continued overnight and into the nextday,
without success and without receiving any
transmissions from the beacons carried by
the pilot and no distress flares were seen at
any time.

The following day the Evening Telegraph
reported that flares had been seen about 10
miles off shore and the Grimsby trawler
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Ross Kestrel which had been in the area
had gone to investigate, but found noth-
ing. i

The missing pilot was not found and at that
time no wreckage from the aircraft had
been located. Three weeks later the
Evening Telegraph reported that the fu-
selage of the aircraft had been located on
the sea-bed and quoted that the ejector
seat was still in the aircraft giving rise to
the belief that the body of the pilot was still
in the aircraft,

On October 7th, divers from HMS
Kiddleston inspected the wreckage and
said that Captain Schaffner's body was
still in the cockpit. But that was the start
of the biggest mystery of all. When the
aircraft was brought to the surface and
returned to Binbrook, there was no trace
of Captain Schaffner, the cockpit was
empty.

The wreckage was eventually lifted from
the sea some five miles from Flamborough
Head and transported in some secrecy to
RAF Binbrook.

Air crashes in the North Sea in those days
were relatively common and much of the
wreckage found its way into Grimsby
where the Evening Telegraph
reporters were on hand
to record the event,
but not with
XS5894.

It was also common practice for crashed
aircraft to be taken to the MoD Crash
Investigation Branch at Farnborough where
detailed examination took place in an at-
tempt to find the cause of accidents, but this
didn't happen with XS894. Instead, the
remains of the aircraft, which were in good
condition, were taken straight to Binbrook
where it was placed behind shutters in a
bangar at the far corner of the base.

The Accident Investigation team from Farn
borough arrived at Binbrook in the belief

that they were about to start a detailed .

investigation, one which would lead to a
report to the Ministry of Defence to assist
with the eventual board of enquiry, but they
were in for a surprise.

They were amazed to find that many of the
cockpit instruments were missing. These
included the E2B compass, voltmeter,
standby direction indicator, standby inverter
indicator and the complete auxiliary warn-
ing panel from the starboard side of the
cockpit, below the voltmeter. This was a
serious breach of regulations and although
the investigation teamn were told the instru-
ments would be returned shortly, they never
were.

The investigators found there was a
revolting fusty smell in the
cockpit while the whole
aircraft still had
a slimy feel

to it following its month's immersion in

the North Sea. :

The gjector seat also seemed to be "'wrong’,
and there was a suspicion that it was not
the original one fitted to the aircraft when
it had taken off on its last flight from
Binbrook. They were given assurances by
the officer commanding 5 Squadron that
the seat had not been tampered with, but
some of the investigators were not con-
vinced. )

Brian McConnell, a former sergeant who
was serving at Binbrook at the time of the
incident, said that the cartridge on the seat
had failed because of faulty installation,
but this contradicted the story of the
Shackleton crew who stated that they had
seen the cockpit open. Had any attempt
been made to fire the ejector seat, the
cockpit canopy would have blown off. It
also comes into conflict with the order
Captain Schaffner received instructing
him to ditch his aircraft, even though he
stated that the Lightning was still handling
fine with plenty of fuel left.

When the accident investigators were
eventually allowed to examine the plane,
they were constantly supervised by five
civilians, two of whom were Americans.
After a few hours, the investigators were
told that as nothing useful had been found,
‘their job was over.”’

The following day, they were summoned
to the main office at Farnborough and told
in no uncertain terms that they were not to
discuss any aspect of the ditching of
X8894, even with their own families. The
reason given? “National Security.”’

No further information has been forth-
coming and the investigation file is still
classified. When we recently contacted
the Ministry of Defence, we were in-
formed that the incident had been an
unfortunate accident and that there was
nothing relatéd to UFOs being involved.

Enquiries were made through our own
channels and we were informed that the
aircraft had eventually been taken to
Kirkland Air Force Base in America.
When questioned about this, the Ministry
of Defence spokesman said that this was
quite possible and not unusual because the
pilot of the aircraft had been American.
Thisinnoway inferred thatthe MoD were
admitting that the aircraft had been sent to
America.

When the story first appeared in the
Grimsby Evening Telegraph, Pat Otter,
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the Editor and author of the story was
amazed by the response he received from
the public. He was contacted by a member
of the accident investigation team who
had been sent to examine the aircraft, (he
related the earlier account).

People came forward who reported that
they had personally witnessed UFOs in
the area on the date of the incident. Two
pilots who had been flying Lightnings on
the night of the incident came forward and
gave their own account of the incident.

They weree‘%Mike Streten, a former 5
Squadron CO, and Furz Lloyd, a very
experienced Lightning pilot.

airborne early warning Shackleton from 8
Squadron based at Lossiemouth. A crew
member reported that he had last seen the
navigation lights of the Lightning passing to
the rear and below his aircraft. The Light-
ning pilot, Capt. William Schaffner was an
experienced USAF pilot who had recently
joined 5 Squadron. Immediately following
the pilot's failure to acknowledge radio
transmissions from both the Shackleton and
ground control a search was initiated.

“No trace was found and the immediate
search was called off for the night. The

following morning, a comprehensive search |

was mounted, but no iwreckage, oil slicks or
other tell tale signs of the missing pilot were
found. It was not until two months later that

“From my own flying experience night
flying over the North Sea, with stars above
and lights of fishing boats below, disorien-
tation affected all pilots from time to time.

“The evidence indicated that Capt.
Schaffner had most likely suffered from
this since the only way the aircraft would
have hit the sea without breaking up was
from hitting it at a slow speed and ata very
shallow glance angle, most probably plan-
ing over it as he rapidly decelerated. It is
a matter of fact that the only way the
canopy could be opened and remain with
the aircraft was if the aircraft was doing
less than 150 Knots or so. Therefore the
most likely situation that the pilot found
himself in was the nightmare of having hit

THE WRECKAGE OF THE LIGHTNING AIRCRAFT RETRIEVED
COURTESY: GRIMSBY EVENING TELEGRAPH

Mike Streten stated:

“‘On the night of the loss of Foxtrot 94,
September 8th 1970. I was night flying
with 23 Squadron, based at Leuchars. |
remember the initial report of the loss of

that the pilot was missing and I knew that
Binbrook was undergoing its annual Tac-
tical Evaluation. The immediate facts we
were able to glean on that fateful night
were that the pilot had been shadowing an

the aircraft well; at that stage I only knew

a Royal Navy mine sweeper found the
aircraft virtually intact at the bottom of the
sea, ¢

““I remember the reports on the aircraft
well, the aircraft was effectively in one
piece. What was very unusual, however,

__was that the canopy was still attached to the

aircraftand all the ejector seat straps and the
seat dinghy were still in the aircraft. There
was no trace of the pilot whatsoever.

#

the sea while trying to recover from slow
speed situation.

*“With the aircraft on the sea and sinking
rapidly, the quickest way out would have
been to open the canopy, unstrap and
disconnect the seat dinghy lanyard thereby
relying on the life jacket for floatation and
subsequently for the manual activation of
the SABRE emergency beacon (contained

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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Around the time of the incident involv-
ing XS894 many reports of UFOs were
being received by the local police and
coast guards in the Bridlington area. The
following are two such reports. Mrs. Jill
Cooper of Bridlington informed me that
she remembers her sighting as if it had
been yesterday.

“‘She stated that 20 years ago she had been
working in her kitchen when her four-
year-old son who was playing in the back
garden, came running into the house very
excited insisting that she go out into the
garden to see the strange objects in the
sky. She said: ‘When I got outside I could
see bright things in the sky, but it wasn't
until I got my binoculars that I could see
six saucer-shaped objects. They were me-
tallic silver in colour and at the centre of
each of themwere orange swirling flames.’
She stated that each of the objects were
approximately three inches in diameter at
~arms length. She estimates that she was no
more than half-a-mile from the hovering
objects. She watched them for approxi-
mately five minutes, but returned into the
house to answer the telephone.On the
night of September 8th 1970, a couple and
their daughter were waking their dog
along a coastal path at Almouth
Bay,Northumberland.

‘“This was almost opposite the point over
the North Sea where Schaffner made his

interception, when they saw and heard

something strange:

'We had been walking for approximately 10
minutes when we heard a high pitched
humming noise.’ *‘They later told the MoD

PILOT BOARDING LIGHTNING

personnel... ‘Thedog kept cocking herhead
to one side and growling. It seemed impos-
sible to tell from which direction the noise
was coming, it seemed everywhere. It lasted
Jor about 10 - 15 seconds.

‘About five minutes later the eastern sky lit
up rather like sheet lightning, only it took

| nomenon, or could there be another ex-

about 10 seconds to die down again. Over
the following three minutes this happened
many times, but it was only visible for a
second or two at a time. It appeared
similar to the Northern Lights. The whole
spectacle was completely silent. After two
or three minutes, there was another flare
up of the sheet lightning.’

““The family called in at the local Police
Station to report what they had seen and
heard.”

Their's was one of many similar reports
‘that night to the police and RAF at nearby
Boulmer. The time and location fit in
exactly with the events going on 60 miles
south at Staxton Wold. They could have
been watching some kind of natural phe-

planation? What do you think?

If any reader has any additional informa-
tion in relation to this incident, I would be
very pleased to hear from them.

My grateful thanks to Roy Otter of the
Grimsby Evening Telegraph whohaspro-
vided a great deal of material and co-
operated fully in this case, which needless
to say is still ongoing.

Copyright: Quest International. 1993

ALIENS IN ENGLAND
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

overhead and we all turned our heads. On
turning to see more of this Avebury
apparition we found it had vanished,
though there was nowhere for it to have
gone! [FIG. 4]

A 'SUIT OF MANY COLOURS'

One afternconinMay 1973, about 4.00pm,
agirl named Fay, aged seven, together with
a young boy, claimed to have seen a seven-
foot tall figure wearing a green tunic and
red collar. The figure also had a yellow
pointed hat with knob and antennae and was
holding what looked a microphone. The
incident occurred
close to disused
Sandown Airport on
the Isle of Wight. The
figure then disap-
peared close to an old
hut.

TRIANGULAR
ALIENS?

Julian Garside, then
sixteen years of age,
wasdrivenhome from
work on a friend's
motor-bike on 20th
September, 1973. As
they passed Stainland
Woods, between Hud-
dersfield and Halifax,
Julian noticed three

bright triangular lights. He tapped his
friend on the shoulder and they stopped to
look. They both saw three triangular
'shapes’, yellowish-white and around five
feettall, 'gliding’ uphill through the woods.

Though scared, they followed, and as they
did so, the 'entities’ speeded up; This
wood runs about half-a-mile uphill and
when they reached the top, the figures had
disappeared. However, above the hill was
a round, orange light shaped like a road-
crossing beacon, and as they watched, it
moved away. One strange thing that both
commented on was that there was a strong
smell resembling engine oil, which seems
completely incompatible with either al-
iens, ghosts or UFOs!

Copyright: Norman Oliver. 1992.
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LOOSE MINUTE

D/AHB (RAF) B/27

1 Feb 23

DDFR (RAF)

Copy to:

Sec(AS)Z - 1‘:&\(3-]((655 Gene Gionieg

L0888 JF L IEHTIMING N8 9e4 .
Rass DUDPRORLFYIZE VSO0 WM ddated T Jan 7?7

1. You asked at reference for any informaticn relating to

the loss of X88%94 and its pilot, Capt Schafmner USAF.

2. Enclosed for your delectation and delight ar=e copies of
the alrcratt accident card, and extracts fram the FI40
Operations Record Books of the various units involved. The
documents tend to indicate that there is NO mystery, and that
it is the age old problem of pilots handling high performance
aircraftt close to the sea on an unfamiliar task. Clearly,
however, the Evening Telegraph’'s could =asily make
a living writing 5F novels!

Hd AHB (RAF)

ElS
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LONT% MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)12/6

28 Jan 93
DDPR(RAF)

Copy to:
AHB -

LOSS OF LIGHTNING XS894

Ref A: D/DPR/325/1/1 dated 27 Jan 93

1. Thank you for your minute at Reference, and for sending the articles
from the Evening Telegraph.

2. Following the publication of these articles last year, I had a number of
enquiries from UFO organisations and researchers. As a result I tracked down
the original Board of Inquiry papers relating to the crash, and made a thorough
study of the whole incident.

3. As you recognise, this accident predated the Military Aircraft Accident
Summary procedure. I have not found any official published statement on the
crash, but given the time that has elapsed, I am not surprised.

4. In response to the questions that were put to me, I produced some
unclassified sentences setting out what happened to the aircraft. I have
attached one of my letters, which can be drawn upon in response to any queries
that you receive. Notwithstanding all the stories about the loss of this
aircraft, there is no UFO story here!

5. Please let me know if you require anything further.

Sec(AS)2a




LAz

_ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room _!I:I E;

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone . (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
2 November 1992

Your letter dated 20 October to RAF West Drayton, in which you asked about the
crash of an RAF Lightning on 8 September 1970, has been passed to this office.

I have done some research into the loss of the aircraft, and have discovered
that it was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise
the night shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of
the exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. The Lightning
crashed into the sea while attempting to intercept one of the Shackletons.
There is no indication of any "unidentified aircraft" having been encountered,

and no reason to suggest that there is any sort of UFO incident in any way
connected with this tragic crash.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.

1/

- /

XWS < m(b'f&‘9~ ;



LOOSE MINUTE
D/DPR/325/1/1
27 Jan 93
Copy to:

o - D

LOSS OF LIGHTNING X8 894

1. I have recently been sent the attached cuttings from the
Evening Telegraph relating to the loss of Lightning XS 894 and
its pilot in 1970. It makes fascinating reading!

2. Do we have a line on this? I do not believe we issued
Military Aircraft Accident Summaries in those days, but
presumably we did have some cleared statement on the mystery.

DDPR (RAF)




minutes were airborne and head-
inﬁ out over the North Sea. -

’ fter checking the position of
their tanker, a’' Victor K1A, the
two fighters were guided north
by Saxa Vord. So far it was a
routine scramble for what was
then assumed to be a Russian
Bear or Badger, the long-range
reconnaisance aircraft used to

DRETETET

test the nerves of the Royal Air.

Force, . .
But it was then that the radar

‘plotters on the Shetland Islands:

saw something on their screens
which they found impossible to
believe.

the north. Each

'During the next hour the
mystery contact Areappeared
several times, approaching from

the US Air Force had been scram-

bled from the American base at:

Keflavik in Iceland. They had
much. more sophisticated radar
than the British Lightnings and

were able to pick up the mystery

contact themselves. .
But when they, too, tried to get
close enough to identify what was

1 time the Light-
nings were sent north to inter-:
—; cept, it turned and disappeared
.again. . . B
By now two F4 Phantoms of

at_Cheyenne Mountain and the

US Detection and-Tracking Cen-
- tre at Colorado Springs. :

In the meantime, the cat-and-

‘mouse game-over thé North Sea
between the Lightnings and
Phantoms and the mystery con--

tact was still going on. Then, at
21.05 after the fighters had made
yet another abortive attempt to

-get close, the contact vanished off:
- the radar screens.

The Lightnings were ordered to
return to ‘Leuchars while the
Phantoms were instructed to
carry out a Combat Air Patrol to
the east of Iceland.

‘The radar stations and airbases put on alert by the first contacts
: that night. :

Then, at 21.39, radar controllers
picked up the contact again. This
time its speed was declerating to

- 1,300mph — almost the limit of
“both . the Lightnings and Phan--

toms — at a holding allitude of

18,000ft. It was on a south-west- -

erly heading coming from the
direction of the Skagerrak, off the
northern tip of Denmark. "

Two more Lightnings were
scrambled from Leuchars, and
were ordered to rendezvous with
a Victor tanker and then maintain
a CAP on a 50-mile east-west

Staxton Wold radar station near Scarborough — Schafer’s link on his last mission.

front, 200 miles north-cast - of
Aberdeen. As a precaution, two
further Lightnings were ordered
~into the air from Collishall in
Norfolk and, with anether tanker,
to form a CAP 170 miles east of
Great Yarmouth. The contact was
somewhere belween " these {wo
lines of supersonic fighters. -

While all this was going on,
RAF staff at Fylingdales, which
was in constant conlact with
NORAD at- Cheyennc Mountain,
heard, ominously, that the Strate-
gic Air Command HQ at Omabha.
Nebraska, was ordering its B52
bombers into the air.

It was an order which could
only have come from the highest
level. What had staited as a
routine sighting of what was
believed to be a Russian aircraft,

had now reached the White
House and, presumably, Presi-
dent Richard Nixon.

ORAD was told by

officials at the Pentagon

that a USAF pilot of

great experience was
presently on an exchange visit
with the RAF and was stationed
at Binbrook, the North Lincoin-
shire fighter base a few - miles
from Grimsby. .

Rapid inquiries were made and
il was discovered the pilot was on
the station and was, by coinci-
dence, “flight available”.

At around 21.45 a request was
made from a very high level
within NORAD, through Strike
Command’s UK headquarters at
High Wycombe, for RAF Bin-
brook to send Capt William
Schafer “if at all possible” to join
the QRA Lightnings looking for
the mystery contact.

By this time four Lightnings,
{wo Phantoms and three tankers
werc already airborne and they
were joined by a Shackleton Mk3
from Kinloss, which was ordered
to patrol on a north-south head-
ing at 3,000ft, 10 miles out from
the east coast.

Binbrook’s QRA Lightnings
were being held in reserve, but it
was decided to send out a single
aircraft from the North Lincoln-
shire airfield — flown by Capt
Schafer. The Americans wanted
one of their own at the sharp end

“when it came to cornering the
mystery.contact.

. @ TOMORROW: Contact over the _
North Sea.

\



-d to sign the reguladivn toiin siglillying e
5 happy with the aircraft. . .
1t was armed with two Red Top air-to-air
missiles, one of which was live and the other a
dummy, and enough 30mm cannon shells for a
- six-second burst. .
“One of the men on the ground crew at the time
was Brian Mann of Grimsby, who was driving one
of the fuel bowsers. He remembers X5894 being
refueled at a rate of 150 gallons a minute when
suddenly the engines started. “The windows on
the tanker almost went in. I panicked, took the

Check compass. Uver. o
Schafer: Affirmative, GCI. I'm alongside it now,
maybe 600ft off my ... It’s a conical shape. Jeeze,
that’s bright, it hurts. my eyes to look at it for
more than a few seconds. - ‘
Staxton: How close are you now? !
Schafer: About 400 feet. He’s still in my three
o’clock. Hey wait ... there’s something else. It’s
lilke a large soccer ball...it's like it's made of
glass.
oStaxton: Is it part of the object or independent?
ver. !
Schafer: It...no, it’s separate from the main
body ... the conical shape... it’s at the back end,
the sharp end of the shape. It's like bobbing up
and down and going from side to side slowly. It
may be the power source. There’s no sign of
ballistics. :
Staxton: Is there any sign of occupation? Over.
Schafer: Negative, nothing.
Staxton: Can you assess the rate..?

Schafer: Contact in descent gentle. Am going " -

with it...50...no about 70ft...it’s levelled out
again. .
Staxton: Is the ball object still with it? Over.

Schafer: Affirmative. It’s not actually connec-
ted ... maybe a magnetic attraction to the conical
shape. There’s a haze of light. Ye'ow .. . it's within
that hazp. Wait a second, it’s turning...coming
straight for me...shit...am taking evasive ac-
tion...a few...I can hardl... o

Staxton: 94? Come in 94. Foxtrot 94, are you
receiving? Over. Come in 94. Over. :

@ NEXT INSTALMENT: Schafer ditches and dis-
appears.

@® A radar con- |
troller vectored l
shafer onto the

mystery object |




screen came to a halt
_started to move again,
“accelerating rap_xdlﬁ_ to
600mph ~and climbing
to - 9,000ft, heading
‘south back. towards
Staxton.

Shortly afterwards,
the single blip
separated into two, one
maintaining’ its south-
erly heading, some-
-what erratically, at
‘between 600 and
630mph..and descend-
ing slowly, the other
turning ' through 180
degrees to head north-
westerly and vanishing
at a speed later calcu-
lated to be -around
20,400mph.

While all this was
going on, a Shackleton
MR3, which had been
on patrol off the Firth

L hen the Sakeo

of Forth, was ordered:

south to hold station -

around . Flamborough
Head. : o

Then, Staxton Wold -
re-established contact -

with Captain Schafer.

Schafer: GCI ... are -
.you receiving? Over. . -

Staxton: Affirmative
94, Loud and clear.

‘What is your condi-

. tion? Over. i -
Schater: Not too
good. I can’t think °

what has happened -. ..
1 feel kinda dizzy ... I
can see shooting stars.
Staxton: Can you see
your -‘instruments?
Over. o
Schafer: Affirmative,”

but, er ... the compass

isus... :
Staxton:

came round a

Foxtrot 94,

turn 043 degrees. Over.
~Schafer: Er ... all
directional’ instruments
are out, repeat wu/s.

Over. .
Staxton: Roger 94,

_execute right turn, esti-
mate quarter  turn..

. Over. Lo

~ Schafer: Turning.
now. :

Staxton: Come fur-

ther, 94. That’s good. Is .
_your . altimeter - func-

tioning? Over.  ~ - -
Schafer: Affirmative,
GCL.

" Staxton: Descehd to’

3,500ft. Over.
- Schafer: Roger, GCI.

" -Staxton: What's your

fuel state, 94? Over. .
Schafer: About thirty

-per cent, GCI.

Staxton: That’'s what

gain the Lightning’s canopy had closed.
Mustration by TREVOR HARRIES. . :

we calculated. Can you

tell us what happened,

94?7 Over.. -, :
Schafer::: 1. don't

know. It came in close

...Ishut my eyes ... I

figure I ' must've
. blacked out for a few -
_ seconds. - .
Staxton:  OK -94.
‘Standby.: . oo

At this. 'stage th
Shackleton arrive
over Flamborough

Head and began  cir-
cling before XS894 was

vectored . into the area
by the Staxton_ con-

trollers. o

Schafer: Can. you
bring me in, GCI?
Over. ‘ Ss
~ Staxton: Er ... Hold
station, 94. Over.

Several minutes then

Over. Oscar 77. Over.

Shackleton: 77. Over.. -

' Staxton: 94 is ditching.
- Can you maintain wide
circuit? Over.

.- Shackleton: Affirma- v

tive GCL
Staxton:

Over. .
Thanks 77.

Standby. 94, execute
- ditching procedure at-

- your discretion. Over.

Schafer: Descending’®

"now, GCI. Over.

Between six ‘and. .
' .seven - minutes .. then

elapsed. Lo e
‘Shackleton: He’s

‘down, GCI. Hell of a

splash ... he's down in
one piece though. Over.

Staxton: Can you see .

the pilot yet? Over.
Shackleton: :
tive. We're going round
again, pulling a tight
one. . : o
Two minutes later:
Shackleton: The can-
_opy’s up ... she's float-
ing OK ... can't see the
pilot. We need a chop-
per out here, GCI. No,

> no " sign of the pilot.-

Where the hell is he?
Staxton: You sure he’s
not in the water, 77?
Check your SABRE
receptions. Over. (Note:
SABRE was the search
and rescue beacon car-
ried by all RAF
aircrew).

- here fast.

Nega-

Aiblivoy

the crew of theShack

Jeton were back'in con-"

tact with Staxton Wold.
Shackleton: She’s

sunk, GCI.. There's a -
_slight wake where she

was. Still no sign of the

_pilot. I say again, GCI,

we need a choppe
) ver. ) .
" Staxton:
wind’s on the way from

Leconfield. Are you .’
‘positive’ you 'saw no.

sign of the pilot? Over.

Shackleton: Nothing
GCI. The first pass we
assumed he was
unstrapping. He must

have got out as we
went round for a’

second pass ... but

why shut the canopy? |

Qver.: -

Staxton: That's what
we were thinking,
Maintain patrol 77, he
must be there some-
where. Over.’ :

Shackleton:
GCLI. OQOver.

Shortly afterwards

"the search and rescue

Whirlwind from nearby
Leconfield -arrived on

the scene and began a -
. systematic  search of

the ditching area. The
aircraft were shortly
joined by lifeboats
from Bridlington,
Flamborough and Filey

~* The radar plotters watched as the Lightning slowly went ilown.

A Whirl-

Rogér, )

s

o i .
wife was at Binbroo:

‘waiting for news of b~
:husband. .0 7 b

" But the 'Ministry“ oY
Defence were doubtful .
whether - there would

- be any good news for
. her.. “I 'don’t think he
. got out of the plane,”’ a
"spokesman

told a
reporter. “No wreckage
has been found.” .
Three weeks later the
Evening Telegraph re-

" ported that the fuselage

of the aircraft had been
located on the seabed

"and noted that the ejec-

tor seat was still intact
“giving rise to the
belief that the body of
the pilot is still in the-
wreck‘age" .

On October 7, the

:Telegraphv reported
...that divers from HMS

Keddleston had
inspected the wreckage
an said Captain’s
Schafer’s body was still
in the cockpit. :
But that was the start
of the biggest mystery
of all. When the aircraft
was brought to the sur-
face and returned to
Binbrook, there was no
trace of Captain
Schafer. Just an empty
cockpit. . ’
@ TOMORROW: A cloak
of secrecy.




k winch was 1n remarkauviy goou condiort,

was placed behind what appears to have
been a series of shutters in the far corner
of a hangar. .

belief that they were about to start a
detailed investigation which, in turn,
would lead to the preparation of a report
on the ]
Defence, the report being used as the
basis for an eventual inquiry into the loss
of Lightning XS894. But they were in for
a surprise.

the cockpit instruments missing. These
included the E2B compass, volimeter,
standby direction indicator, standby
inverter indicator and the complete aux-
iliary warning panel from the starboard
side of the cockpit below the voltmeter.

This was a serious breach of regula-
tions and, although the investigation
team was promised the instruments
would be returned shortly, they never
were, :

The investigators found there was a
revolting fusty smell in the cockpit while
the whole aircraft still had a slimy feel to
it following its month-long immersion in

were taken straight to Binbrook where it

A team from Farnborough arrived one
wet winter's day at Binbrook in the

incident to the Ministry of

They were astonished to find many of

DlloCAl. Addte by Giteeie N
fire it, it would have been blown off. It
also seems to conflict with the account
we have been given of the order from
Staxton Wold to Captain Schafer to ditch
his aircraft rather than attempt to return
to Binbrook or land at Leconfield, only a
few minutes’ flying time from Flambor-
gpgh. And, remember, Schafer has told
is
still handling “fine” and he had plenty of
fuel left. '
During the few hours the investigators
were allowed to examine the aircraft,
they themselves were constantly super-
vised by five civilians, two of them
Americans. . : .

t the end of the da

tion team was told curtly that as

nothing useful had been dis-
covered, their job was over.

The following day the,
into the main office at Farnborough and
told in no uncertain terms they were not
to discuss any aspect of the ditching of
XS389%4, even with their own families. The
reason given was simple -— national
security.

round controllers that XS894 was -

the investiga-

were all called °

it took about 10 seconds to wie uvwu
again. Over the following three minutes
this happened many times, but the
‘lightning’ was only visible for a second

“or two at a time. It appeared very similar

to the Northern Lights. The whole spec-
tacle was completely silent. . :
“After two or three minutes there was
another flare-up of ‘sheet lightning"
which lasted about the same time as the
first. This was followed by that awful
shrill sensation, only this time it was
worse. You could actually feel your ears
ringing.” '

he family called in at the local

lice station to report what they

d seen and heard. Their’'s was

one of many similar reports that night to

both the police and the RAF at nearby
Boulmer. - .

The time and the location fit in exactly

with events é;oing on 60 miles south at

Staxton Wold and they could have been

-watching some kind of natural phe-
© nomena. :

Or there could be another explanation.
What do you think?
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T PRECISELY six minutes past 10 on the night of
eptember 8, 1970, a single Lightning jet fighter took off

'om RAF Binbrook.

Ground crew on the flight line were accustomed to
ightnings being scrambled in a hurry at any time of night
r day. Binbrook, after all, was a frontline fighter station
nd its aircraft shared QRA (Quick Reaction Alert) duty
ith other East Coast airfields to provide cover should any
nidentified aircraft appear on the radar screens.

By PAT OTTER

But there was
ymething dif-
rent about this
rramble.

For a start, it was
rmal for QRA air-
aft to take  off in
irs. Two aircraft were
'pt at a state of
stant readiness at all
nes, ready for just
ch an emergency.
i1t on this occasion
ly one aircraft took
f. And it wasn't one
the QRA aircraft.
Then there was’ the
anner of the take-off.
1e pilot had raced out
mm the 5 Squadron
ew room, adjacent to
e apron, and had
.mbed aboard while a
ghtning was in the
‘ocess of being
fuelled.

tHe angrily waved
ray ground staff who
ked him to sign the
‘m required before
y military aircraft
wes the ground and
lered the refuelling
es to be disengaged.
1 was no ordinary
ot strapped into the
ckpit of the Mach 2

ditched in the sea off
Flamborough Head.
The ditching was wit-
nessed by the crew of a
Shackleton reconnai-
sance aircraft. Flares
weré spotted by the
Grimsby trawler, Ross
Kestrel. But no trace of
Capt Schafner was ever
found. .
More than a month
later the wreckaFe of
the aircraft was found

.on the sea bed by

Royal Navy divers.
Despite earlier reports
to the contrary, the
cockpit was empty and

“the canopy closed.
Capt Schafner had van- .

ished — completely
and utterly.

Eventually the air-
craft was recovered
and taken, unusually,
to RAF Binbrook.

‘There it was kept

under wraps in the,
corner of a hangar.
When a team from
the MoD’s Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived
from Farnborough they
were nermifted tn

promising to help, but

‘then became -very ret-

icent.

Similar inquiries to
the United States
embassy and to the US
Air Force at Alconbux&y
proved also to be dead-
ends. Calls were not
returned. Contacts
were unavailable.

At that stage I en-
listed the aid of Bob
Bryant, then North-
cliffe Newspapers’ avi-
ation correspondent
and a man with close
links. with both the
RAF and the USAF.

Bob was to spend
weeks checking out a
story he found more
intriguing by the hour.
He paid numerous vis-
its to the Ministry of
Defence and spent

- hours on the telephone

to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard
the ominous sound of
doors being slammed.

Intrigued
He finallv admitted

Niiniiishissisnpinangites

" examine the remains of

XS894. He was so puz-
zled by. what he saw
and the treatment the
investigation team
received that he was
determined to get to
the bottom of the
n;lystery once and for
all. .

He had started his
inquiries two years
earlier and, by a
strange coincidence,
was in Cleethorpes fol-
lowing up lines of in-
quiry in and around
Binbrook when the

story appeared - in the

- Evening ‘Telegraph.

Transcript

Now, four years on,
he believes he has
peeled back a little bit
more of the mystery
surrounding XS894
and the disappearance
of Capt Shafner,

‘The Evening Tele-

graph has a copy of his
account of what he
believes happened that
night. Some of it has
come from his dogged
Investigations; some

IS TIVEOUT, iicar

b Greenlana

WRIDY, along
with a second BMEWS irI:;

4

from official docu-
- ments he has obtained;
and some, most tell-
ingly, from what he
maintains is a tran-
script of the final con-
versations between
Capt Schafner, a radar
‘controller at Staxton
Wold, near Scar-
borough, and the crew
of the Shackleton
which witnessed the
" crash.

This is the story we
are going to tell over
the next few nights.
The information in it is

quite remarkable. Our
source has to remain
anonymous and ‘we

cannot corroborate all’

the information in his
report. What informa-
tion we can is certainly
in line with the results
of my own inquiries
four years ago.

All we ask you to do

is to read our stories
carefully — and make

" up your own mind.’

® TOMORROW: The

final take off of XS894.

——

-



ly of the pilot was never recovered..’ .
our years ago the puzzle turnéd into a
stery.when it was disclosed that when the

the loss of Lightning XS894 one of th
aviation stonges of fll time, € strangest
The information has been sent to us by a man

"assured is a transcript of the fiI
XS894 and its pilot.pWe "have lrll
authenticating the information. W

sckag: aircraft was lifted from the sea bed who was involved in the initial investigati i

Flam g oeockpit was found to be  {he loss of the aircraft in 1970 Aha wae s9  velidny of tnake their own judgel
. i . -

he: mystery deepened followingpp{blication tast five years 5o n abtaasd Smiascvoted The Riddle of Foxtrot  starts in

the last five years to a detailed investigati
into the last hours of XS894. et m estxgatlovn

Telegraph tomorrow and
Don’t miss it! rung for

T PRECISELY six minutes past 10 on the night of
)eptember 8, 1970, a single Lightning jet fighter took off
rom RAF Binbrook. . - S

-Ground crew on the
Aghtnings being scramb
Binbrook, after all,
nd its aircraft shared QRA (Quick
vith other East Coast airfields to provi

r day.

flight line were accustomed to
led in a hurry at any time of night -
was a frontline fighter station .
Reaction Alert) duty’
de cover should any

nidentified aircraft appear on the radar screens. -

‘But there was

omething dif-
erent - about this
cramble.

For a start, it was
ormal for QRA air-
raft to take  off in
airs. Two aircraft were
ept at a state of
astant readiness at all
imes, ready for just
uch an emergency.
Jut on this occasion
nly one aircraft took
ff. And it wasn't one

- By PAT

OTTER

ditched in the sea off
Flamborough Head.
The ditching was wit-
nessed by the crew of a
Shackleton reconnai-
sance aircraft. Flares
were spotted by the
Grimsby trawler, Ross

Kestrel. But no trace of"

Capt Schafner was ever

found. - .
More' than a. month

later the wreckage of

promising to help, but
-then became very ret-
icent. )

Similar inquiries to
the United States
embassy and to the US
Air Force at Alconbury
proved also to be dead-
ends. Calls were not
returned. Contacts
were unavailable.

At that stage I en-
listed the aid of Bob

f the QRA aircraft. the aircraft was found Bryant, then North- ~ examine the remains of story appeared -in the =~ from ¢
Then. there was the on the sea bed by cliffe Newspapers’ avi- XS894. He was so puz- Evening Telegraph. ments h
nanner of the take-off. Royal Navy divers. ation correspondent ' zled by. what he saw . and so:
‘he pilot had raced out  Despite earlier reports and a man with close  and the treatment the Transcript ingly, !
rom the 5 Squadron to the contrary, the links with both the jnvestigation team Now,. four years- on, maintan
rew room, adjacent to  cockpit was empty and RAF and the USAF. received that he was he believes he has script o
he apron, and had ' the canopy closed. Bob was to spend determined to get to peeled back a little bit versati
limbed aboard while a  Capt Schafner had van- . weeks checking out a the bottom of the .more of the mystery Capt Sc
.ightning was in the ished — completely Story he found more mystery once and for ~ surrounding XS5894 controll
yrocess of being and utterly. intriguing by the hour.  ali. _ and the disappearance Wold,
efuelled. : Eventually the air- He paid numerous vis- He had started his ©f Capt Shafner. borougt
He angrily waved craft was recovered its to the Ministry of jnguiries two years = The Evening Tele- of the
tway ground staff who  and taken, unusually, Defence and_ spent qsiljer and, by a graph has a copy of his - which
isked him to sign the to RAF Binbrook. - hourson the telephone  girange - coincidence, account of what he crash.
orm required before There it was kept to contacts in the  as in Cleethorpes fol-  believes happened that This :
gzresmtlllxgagouigc;;g under \tyrags in the, Um'tedh Stat}.‘es.hB“('; lowing up lines of in-  night Somepof it 'has are goi
! corner of a hangar. everywhere nhe near uiry in and -around come from his dogged the ne
yrdered the refuelling When a team from the ominous sound of ihbrook  when the investigations: gg The inf

ines to be disengaged:

It was no ordinary
silot strapped into the
rockpit of the Mach 2
nterceptor. It was Cap-
ain William Schafner,
»f the United States
Air Force, who was on
1is second tour as an
axchange pilot with the
RAF.

Disappeared

Schafner was a vastly
sxperienced jet fighter
pilot with combat time
behind him in Viet-
nam. He had been at
Binbrook for some

time and his wife was .

living on the base with

mm.

No pre-flight checks
were made and, as
bemused ground crew
looked on, the Light-
ning taxied out to the
end of the runway,

the MoD'’s Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived
from Farnborough they
were permitted to
spend only a very brief
time examining the

wreckage of XS$894. -

What they did discover
disturbed them. And
what happened later
disturbed them even
more.

Reticent

I first came across
the mysterious story of
XS894 six years ago.
An outline of the story
was related to me by
Barry Halpenny, an
aviation enthusiast and
author who lived at the
time in Market Rasen
and who was research-
ing for a book on avia-
tion mysteries.

He suggested that I
should dig out the cut-

doors being slammed.

. Intrigued ;
He finally admitted
defeat. But Bob was
absolutely certain there
was an official blanket
of secrecy over the
events surrounding the
crash of that Lightning
in the North Sea all
those years ago.
Barry Halpenny
finally ~published an
abridged version of the
story in a book which
appeared in Septem-
ber, 1988. At the same
time the Evening Tele-
graph carried my story
of the mystery of
XS894.
Subsequently we
were contacted by two
former airmen who had
both been at Binbrook
at the time and added
further fuel to the

turned and tings on the crash and mystery be recalling
immediately took off, look .further into it. their memornes of that
using reheat to ‘gain  There was-more to the night.

speed and height as
quickly as possible.

The aircraft, XS89, a
Lightning F6 of §
Squadron, the call-sign
of which that night was
Foxtrot 94, turned over
the North Sea — and
disappeared into what
is fast becoming one of
the great aviation puz-
zles of recent times.
Early the following
morning XS894

story of XS894 than
met the eye, he told

me.

_1 anticipated difficul-
ties 'in investigating a
16-year-old ditching
incident in the North
Sea, but not on the
scale I was to encoun-
ter over the next few
weeks.

Normally helpful
press contacts_at the
Ministry of Defence
responded initially by

It was a story which
puzzled and intrigued
thousands of Evening
Telegraph readers. But,
perhaps most interest-
ingly of all, it was a
story which grabbed
the attention of a man
spending 10 days in a
Cleethorpes guest
house.

Sixteen years earlier
he had been one of the
crash investigators who
went to Binbrook to

some




Shedding light on
Lightning mystery

. .

Yy
I—IB’AT OTTER

THIS is Foxtrot 94, the E

ning at the centre of a ma;

tshe day it was fished ou
ea.

It is pictured slung fror
the recovery vessel Kinle:
Bridlington Bay, after it hz
to the surface some two |
crashed on September 8, -

Wh?t is remarkable iIs tt
the aircraft. It is almost cc
although it does seem t
damaged. This could h:
when the aircraft hit the se
recovery. »

The cockpit, which wa
empty, is not visible but i
that the air brakes on th:
extended, indicating the p
as slowly as possible whe!
hit the sea.

Information passed to
Telegraph by a man investi
of the aircraft suggests

" pilot was ordered to ditch

after intercepting a strang
the North Sea.

But two former Lightni
said they believed Foxtrot
during a low-level low-s:
involving a Shackleton air¢

What is not disputed is
has ever been found of th:

XS894 has not yet giv

»secrets.

‘The pilot had raced out "~

from the 5 Squadron
crew room, adjacent to
the apron, and had
climbed aboard while a
Lightning was in the
process of being
refuelled. .

He anpgrily waved

away ground staff who
asked him to sign the
form required before
any military aircraft
leaves the ground and
ordered the refuelling
lines to be disengaged-
- It was no ordinary
pilot strapped into the
cockpit of the Mach 2
interceptor. It was Cap-
tain William Schafner,
of the United States

Air Force, who was on -

his second tour as an
exchange pilot with the
RAF.

Disappeared

'Schafner was a vastly
experienced jet fighter
. pilot with combat time
behind him in Viet-
nam. He had been at
Binbrook for some

time and his wife was |

living on the base with

im.

No pre-flight checks
were made and, as
bemused ground crew
looked on, the Light-
ning taxied out to the
end of the runway,
turned ,an
immediately took off,

Despite éarlier reports
to. the contrary, the,
cockpit was empty and

‘- the canopy closed.
Capt Schafner had van- .

ished completely

“and utterly.

Eventually the air-
craft was recovered
and taken, unusually,
to RAF Binbrook.

‘There it was kept

under wraps in the,
corner of a hangar.
When a team from
the MoD’s Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived

" from Farnborough they

were permitted to
spend only a very brief
time examining the

wreckage of. XS894. -

What they did discover
disturbed them. And
what happened later

~disturbed them even

more. . . .. -
Reticent

I first came across
the mysterious story of

© XS894 six years ago.

An outline of the story

" was related to me by

Barry Halpenny, an
aviation enthusiast and
author who lived at the
time in Market Rasen
and who was research-
ing for a book on avia-
tion mysteries.

He suggested that I
should dig out the cut-
tings on the crash and
look .further into it.

and a man wnn ciose
links with both the
RAF and the USAF.
Bob ‘was to spend
weeks checking out a
story he found more
intriguing by the hour.

. He paid numerous vis-

its to the Ministry of
Defence and spent

. haurs on the telephone

to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard
the ominous sound of
doors being slammed.

Intrigued

. He finally admitted
defeat. But Bob was
absolutely certain there
was an official blanket
of secrecy over the
events surrounding the
crash of that Lightning
in the North Sea all
those years ago. __
Barry

abridged version of the
story in a book which
appeared in Septem-
ber, 1988. At the same
time the Evening Tele-
graph carried my story
of the -mystery of
XS894.
Subsequently we
were contacted by two
former airmen who had
both been at Binbrook,
at the time and added

further fuel to the~

mystery be recalling
their memories of that

—rals

-Halpenny™[-
finally ~published an |

and the treatment tne
investigation team
received that he was h
determined to get to Pt
the bottom of the M
mystery once and for St
all. . ar
He had started his ©!
inquiries two years
earlier and, by a &
strange ' coincidence, a«
was in Cleethorpes fol- b
lowing up lihes of in-
quiry in and -around ¢

Binbrook when the ir
- .

Y with a second BM
’ Greenland. =~ :
.- :The information they
- lecting was relayed to t
American’Air Defence C
at Cheyenne Mountain
- US Detection and -Tract
- tre at Colorado Springs.

‘_ . In the meantime, thé
} . mouse game-over the N

)

between the -Lightnii
Phantorr__ls and: the mys
tact was still going on.
'21.05 after the fighters h
yet -another abortive at:
-get close, the contact van
" the radar screens. - -
The Lightnings were oi
return to Leuchars w
Phantoms were instru
carry out a Combat Air
the east of Iceland.
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nscrambling the ri

what did happen over the North Sea on
tht of S_eptelpber_ 8, 1970, the night the
f a Lightning jet fighter from RAF
ok Jmysteriously disappeared?

e _tlmc it pppeareq to be almost a routine
t — an aircraft ditching after something

of the stor
contacted

when the E

the final take-off o

ddle of Foxtrot 94

vening Telegraph was

: y former airmen who had been
serving at Binbrook at the time and who
recalled the strange circumstances leading to
{ that particularly aircraft.
Now new information has been passed to the

ne wrong on a night exercise. But the Evening Telegraph which, if it is correct, makes

the pilot was never recovered.

years ago the puzzle turnéd into a
' when it was disclosed that when the
;e of aircraft was lifted from the sea bed

nborough the cockpit was found to be the loss of the aircraft

losed — and completely empty.
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ember 8, 1970, a sin
. RAF Binbrook.

PRECISELY six minutes past 10 on the night of
gle Lightning jet fighter took off

the loss of Lightning XS894 one of the strangest
aviation stories of all time,

The information has been sent to us by a man
who was involved in the initial investigation of

in 1970 and was so

disturbed by what he found that he has devoted

the last five years to a
into the last hours of XS
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"There

By PAT

OTTER

ditched in the sea off
Flamborough Head.
The ditching was wit-
nessed by the crew of a
Shackleton reconnai-
sance aircraft. Flares
were spotted by the
Grimsby trawler, Ross
Kestrel. But no trace of
Capt Schafner was ever
found.

More than a month
later the wreckage of
the aircraft was found
on the sea bed by
Royal Navy divers.
Despite earlier reports
to the contrary, the.
cockpit was empty and

" the canopy closed.

Capt Schafner had van-
ished — .completely
and utterly.

Eventually the air-
craft was recovered
and taken, unusually,
to RAF Binbrook.

it was kept
under wraps in tlge‘
corner of a hangar.

When a team from
the MoD's Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived
from Farnborough they

promising to help, but
‘then became -very ret-
icent.

Similar inquiries to
the Unite States
embassy and to the US
Air Force at Alconbur,;
-proved also to be dead-
ends. Calls were not
returned. Contacts
were unavailable. ‘

"At that stage I en-
listed the aid of Bob
Bryant, then North-
cliffe Newspapers' avi-
ation correspondent
and a man with close
links with both the
RAF and the USAF.

Bob was to spend
weeks checking out a
story he found more
intriguing by the hour.
He paid numerous vis-
its to the Ministry of
Defence and spent

- hours on the telephone

to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard
the ominous sound of
doors being slammed.

Intrigued

LWL _ 3. _caa_

894.

detailed investigation

Four years ago, when

conducted its own inves
the aircraft and its' pilot, Captain William
an experienced American on an
exchange tour with the
official doors firmly elosed.

Now we have been handed what we are
assured is a_ transcript of the final hours of
XS89 and its pilot. We have no means of
authenticating the information. We are asking
readers to make their o
validity of the story we are about to tell.

The Riddle of Foxtrot 94 starts in the Evening
Telegraph tomorrow and runs for five nights,

Schafer,

Don’t miss it!

wn judgement on the

the Evening Telegraph
tigation into the loss of

RAF, we found all
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examine the remains of
- XS894. He was so puz-
zled' by. what he saw
and the treatment the
investigation team
received that he was
determined to get to
the bottom of the

mystery once and for -

all.

He had started his
inquiries two years
earlier and, by a
strange coincidence,
was in Cleethorpes fol-
lowing up lines of in-
quiry in and around
. Binbrook when the

story appeared-in the
Evening Telegraph.

Transcript

Now, four years: on,
he believes he has
peeled back a little bit
more of the mystery
surrounding XS894
and the disappearance
of Capt Shafner.

‘The Evening Tele-
graph has a copy of his

account of - what he.

believes happened that
night. Some of it has
come from his dogged
investigations; some

' x hAA-ZERaryrervyy
r‘; with a second
A

CIraanlan

WOy, along”

BMEWS in

from official docu-

- ments he has obtained;

and some, most tell-
ingly, from what he
maintains is a tran-
script of the final con-
versations between
Capt Schafner, a radar
‘controller at Staxton
Wold, near Scar-
borough, and the crew
of the Shackleton
which witnessed ' the

" crash.

This is the story we

are going to tell over )

the next few nights.
The information in it is

quite remarkable. Our
source has to remain
anonymous and we

cannot corroborate all’

the information - in his
report. What informa-
tion we can is certainly
in line with the results
of my own inquiries
four years ago.

All we ask you to do
is to read our stories
carefully — and make
up your own mind.

® TOMORROW: The
final take off of XS894.

Y



HE chain of events
which led to the
crash of Lightning
XS5894 from 5
Squadron at RAF Bin-
brook and the disappear-
ance of its pilot began at
8.17 on the night of Sep-
tember 8, 1970, in an
isolated building on ‘the
Shetland Islands.

Saxa Vord was one of the chain
of radar stations whose task it
was to spot unidentified aircraft
approaching the North Sea or the
sensitive “Iceland gap".

Remember, this was 1970 when

the Cold War was at its height
and Russian long-range aircraft
made regular sortfes into the
North Atlantic and along the
British coast to test the reaction
of Nato fighters.
". On this particular night, a radar
operator at Saxa Vord picked up
the blip of an unidentified aircraft
over the North Sea halfway
between the Shetlands and Ale-
sund, in Norway.

The contact was monitored for
several minutes at a steady speed
of 630mph, at 37,000ft, holding
altitude and on a south-westerly
heading. Then Saxa Vord noted
the contact was turning through
30 degrees to head due south. It
increased speed to 900mph (mach
1.25) and climbed to 44,0001t. -

Following laid-down proce-
dures, radar controllers at Saxa
Vord flashed a scramble message
to the Quick Reaction Alert
Flight at the nearest Nato airfield,
RAF Leuchars on the east coast
of Scotland, not far from Dundee.

There two Lightning intercep-
tors, which had been ready on the
flight line for iust such an alert,

EVENING TELEGR“:gbpwyfoaober 9,192
R ‘\«m?‘!f'” ! ¢ B

TONIGHT we start our detailed look at the events
leading up .to the ditching in the North Sea of
Lightning Foxtrot 94, a single-seat fighter from 5
Squadron at Binbrook whose final flight is at the
centre of one of the most puzzling aviation stories
since the war. Just what was it that its pilot, American
William Schafner, was sent to intercept out over the
North Sea 22 years ago and why was he eventually
ordered to ditch his aircraft off Flamborough Head
rather than return to North Lincolnshire? Now new
information has been passed to the Evening Tele-
gr?ph. PAT OTTER reports on a story you may not
believe . '

XS894 pictured at Binbrook in 1967. It was the first F6 Lightning
delivered to 5 Squadron. _

- The  contact they had been -
tracking at speeds and altitudes

consistent with modern Russian

warplanes turned through 180-

degrees on a due north heading

- and within seconds disatlgpearcd

off their screens. Later they cal-

culated that to do this its speed -

must have been in the region of

. 17,400mph. ’ .
With the contact now gone, the

Lightnings were vectored south
to rendezvous with the tanker
and remained airborne on Com-

by now beginning to causc some
alarm to Nato commanders, they

* found they were just as.impotent
‘as the Lightnings. S

The alert had reached such a

level that the contact was being

monitored by the-Ballistic Missile
Early Warning System at Fyling-
dales Moor, near Whilby, along
with a second BMEWS in
Greenland.

The information they were col-
lpcting was ,rel'gygd to the North

BINBROOK ¢
~ COLTISHALL

,

-Iouse Wltha |
,400mph radar blip

S - T
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- NATO forces were being brought up to full alert by a mystery
_object picked up on radar over the North Sea. At first it
appeared to be yet another Russian aircraft out to test the
reflexes of Allied air forces. But then the object began
behaving in a way which baffled radar controllers. Nuclear
bombers in the United States were ordered into the air while
the Pentagon decided that its man on the spot, a experi-

- enced Vietnam veteran then on an exchange visit to the RAF
at Binbrook, should take a look. PAT OTTER continues the

story of the last flight of Foxtrot 94.

APTAIN William Schafer was sit-
ting in the crew room of 5 Squad-
ron when the call came from High

Wycombe.

The room overlooked the apron where a line of
silver Lightnings stood, illuminated by the high-
intensity sodium lighting. The crew room itself
was sparsely furnished, with ageing chairs which
had seen better days, a bar which dispensed
nothing stronger than black Nescafe and walls
adorned with plaques and photographs donated
by visiting RAF and overseas air force units.

Schafer was still in his flying suit, after
returning earlier that evening from a training
sortie in one of the squadron’s aircraft. He is
remembered by those at Binbrook as a small,
powerfully-built man who loved to fly the single-
seat Lightnings, so different from the new genera-
tion of sophisticated aircraft then starting to come
into service in the USAF.

When the call came, Schafer was helped into the
remainder of his flying gear by other 5 Squadron
aircrew, went out through the door, turned right
and raced across the apron. .

Two Lightnings in the line-up were virtually
ready for flight. One, XS894, was in the process of
having its fuel tanks topped up and was already
connected to a power starter.

.+ Schafer climbed the steep ladder, hauled him-
self into the cockpit, strapped in and started the
engines. He waved aside the ground crew, who
v re expected to help carry out the standard pre-
o:, nalre  ardarad tha refueling to stoo and

.hoses off and got out of the way,”

later.

Mr Mann remembered Schafer disregarding the
ground marshaler, who was the eyes and ears of
the pilot on the ground, as he swung the
Lightning round. “His actions were unorthodox to
say the least,” he said. : :

At 22.06 XS894 blasted off from Binbrook’s
main runway into the night sky. Those on the
ground saw it disappear with a sheet of flame
from its twin tail pipes as Schafer used reheat. It
turned over the Wolds and the last they saw was
its navigation lights heading out towards the
North Sea. ’

By now the mystery contact which had led to

" five Lightnings, two Phantoms, three tankers and

a Shackleton being scrambled over the North Sea
was being tracked by radar controllers at Staxton
Wold, which stands on high ground overlooking
Scarborough. .

The contact was flying parallel to the east coast
90 miles east of Whitby at 530mph at 6,100ft — an
ideal course for an interception by a Binbrook
Lightning. .

What follows next is drawn from what we have

been told is the official transcript of the conversa- .

tion which took place between Schafer and the
radar station at Staxton Wold.
Schafer:" I have visual contact, repeat visual

_.contact. Qver,

Staxton: Can you identify aircraft type?

Schafer: Negative, nothing recognisable, no
clear outlines. There is ... bluish light. Hell, that’s
bright .. . very bright.t

Crawbmme. A —a AL P At il e DA

— TH

' ‘he was to say -
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‘Wold lost contact
with Captain

Schafer, : a radar . .
operator, who had - -
" been tracking the . .

‘Lightning and the

mystery -object. it -

had. intercepted,
" watched: in dis-
* belief. e

" The two blips ‘on the

screen, representing
_the fighter and its

‘quarry, slowly merged :

.into  one, decelerat

: ,_‘_rasigly “from over . .
. '500mph —until- they - .
bécamie “statiohary . .-
.6,000ft above the Nerth-: -
Sea 140 miles out off -
o Alnwick. <

" What eXactiy Ihap;

.:pened inside the
.ground control centre .
at Staxton:!is open to..
But our .

conjecture. '
_.information is that one

~ suggestion was that the -

two Lightnings then on
‘Combat Air Patrol off

the. Scottish - coast .
should be sent south .
‘immediately but it was .

‘over-ruled” by the

senior fighter control--

ler, who "continued to
try to re-establish con-
tact with Captain
Schafer in Foxtrot 94.

, Two -and a half

minutes after the sir:Fle ’
AEEERIREN ~n bl

rodor

‘| guided the Light- -

‘been eluding its Nato trackers for:almost four hours. The
1 pilot, Captain William Schafer, a USAF pilot on an exchange
~ | tour with the RAF, reported seeing something not contained| .. .
in any of the official aircraft recognition manuals. It was|

| story of the riddle of Foxtrot 94.

RADAR controllers
at Staxton Wold,
just south of Scar-
borough, had

ning jet fighter
from Binbrook to A ;-
the mystery con- -~ = .= T TV o
tact which had

conical in shape and incredibly bright with what Schafer
described as something like: a “soccer ball” in its wake.

Then Schafer’s radio went silent. PAT OTTER continues the |- .'

- Binbrook jet found
_ i Lo,
he | !( Is QIin

‘How the loss was reponod in
. the Evening Telegraph and -

 over the North Sea:”

by divers [ s

Scarborough Evening News. R
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elapsed as Schafer was - '
left to circle the Flam-:
borough area along

with the Shackleton.

: In the meantime, .
- Strike Command HQ at.
. High" Wycombe “'had:
" instructed Staxton -
request:

Wold to
Schafer ditch his Light-
ning off Flamborough.

- Although he had’

plenty of fuel to reach

either "nearby Lecon-
field or his home base .
- of Binbrook, it appears -
the  reason “for- High '
- Wycombe's . decision -

" was .a  fear ‘that the -
. Lightning had . some- -
~ how become_ contami-;
“.'nated - during its

mystery. interceptjpn

~r 4

grt may -well be that.
~.~f the.-fear was 'that
- . Jk the aircraft has suf:
~ -fered  -radiation‘: con--
-+ . tamination " although:

“some ~weeks -later, - ¥
- whén - the  wreckage
“was examined at Bin-

Jbrook, no trace of con-
tamination by anything

" other than salt water -

was found.

ystery as pilot |
‘cannot be founc

. WUST as thé
controller at
P Staxton'

... Shaekleton: * "No
- SABRE yet.: No- flares, .
.+ either; Hang on. We're-.
- going round again, - .* -

. Another two minutes .

- Over. -

Staxton:” Foxtrot 04,

; Can you ditch aircraft?

- +Qver, - . o
-~ " Schafer: She’s handl:
. .ing fine. I ¢an bring her

‘in. Over. :

Staxton: Negative, 94.
I repeat, can you ditch
aircraft? Over. L

guess.

Craviam.

Ctandhe 04

7 Staxton: ' Receiving:

ou, 77..Over.
Shackleton:

Over.. . -

" Staxtqln." Can yog'féo_:\-
firm pilot clear of air- | 4/ 1or Ross  Kestre ,

craft? Over.

Shackleton: He's not. .

in it, we can confirm
that. He must be in the

" ‘water somewhere.

' ag_ajpl ‘Over.

Staxton: Any distress

signals or flares yet? .

Over.

Schafer: Y_eah‘:"'l.r : *:ja-r;--»f-—v'—-Shsckleton: Nega-

tive, GCI. Going round

» v.oa

' “No" as the weather began to _

This is -
odd, GCI.'She’s sinking -
- fast but ... the cano- -
" py's closed up again. -

deteriorate. :

7"The search continued = -
- well into the next- day .

but. there were no .

elgpsed. ST . -transmissions from the
oohackleton:  GCI." . fliot and on board the

beacons-carried by .the -

aircraft and the official

reports say no distress = "

flares were seen.
- However, the follow-

-ing day the Evenin

Telegraph reporte
flares' had been seen .

~: about.10 miles offshore

and - the 'Grimsb

which was.- passing

“through the “Flambor-

ough area, had gone to
investigate but, even
though more flares
were seen, she found
nothing. -

P RETelegraph aler -+ =

' “reported | th
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THE loss of the Binbrook Lightning
and its American pilot had simply

been reported as just another air

crash by newspapers along the

ters were used to handling stories
which oc_curl_'ed with some
ditching of XS894 part of the story. PAT OTTER con-

like this,
regularity. The
provided front-page stories for the . cludes our investi

Scarborough Evening News on Sep- | g
tember 9, 1970.

But they only told

gation into the

_Flamborough He
in some secrecy straight to RAF
Binbrook.

north-east coast of England. Repor-

HEN the wreckage of the North Sea.

The ejector sea

the event. But not with XS894. which suggested that the s

It was also common practice for and this was why Captain
wrecked aircraft to be taken to the to eject.
MoD’s Crash Investigation Branch at Brian McConnell, a former sergeant at
Farnborough where detailed examina- Binbrook, said the cartridge on the seat
tions were carried out in an attempt to had failed to
find ‘the cause of accidents. But this installation. However, this is very m
didn’t happen with XS5984. at odds with the eye-witness accoun

A e tha aireraft  the Shackleton crew who saw the canopy

'XS894 was finally t also scemed 1o be
. ‘ ‘wrong’ and there was a suspicion later
lifted from the sea bed among the investigators that it was not '
some five miles off the one fitted to the aircraft when XS894
ad, it was taken. took off from Binbrook on its final flight.
They were even given
the OC of 5 Squadro
) . ) not been tampered wi
Air crashes in the North Sea in those investigators were not convinced.
days were relatively common and much Interestingly,
* of the wreckage found its way into reader, who was serving
Grimsby where often Evening Telegraph the time, told us in 1988 t!
photographers were on hand to record seeing an official report on the crash
eat was faulty
Schafer failed

an assurance b
that the seat had
th. But some of the

an Evening Telegraph’
at Binbrook at
hat he recalled

fire because of fault

Grimsby Evening Telegraph and the Riddle of Foxtrot 94.

And that's where the trail of the
mystery of XS894 goes cold. Well,
almost. .

There is just one further item of
information available. .

On the night of September 8, 1970, a’
couple-and their daughter were walking
their dog along the coastal path at
Alnmouth Bay, Northumberland —

almost opposite the point over the North

Sea where Schafer made his interception
.~ when they saw and heard something

strange. .

“We had been walking for maybe 10

minutes when we heard a very high-

itched humming noise,” they later said

in a statement to MoD personnel. “The

dog kept cocking her head to one side

and growling. It seemed impossible to

tell from which direction the noise was

. coming, it seemed everywhere. It Jasted
for maybe 10 to 15 seconds.

“About five minutes later the eastern
LA Vit o= 1o~ rhnat lichting, onlv

INVESTIGATORS'
JOB CURTAILED |




's0. Therefore the mot
~likely situation that th
“pilot found himself i
‘was the nighmare ¢
%ryhit the se
ing to recove
from a slow-sp
‘situation, :
With the aircraft o
the sea and sinkin
rapidly, the quickes
way out would hav
been to open th
canopy, unstrap an
digsconnect the sed
din%hy lanyard
hereby relying on th
fe_jacket for flotatio:
and subséguently th
manual_activation of’
SARBE emergene
beacon (contained i
‘the  pocket of th
" jacket) to transmit o
.the emergency fre
_qency for location an
‘subseguent rescue.

Since his body ha
never been found, thi
must remain a myster
b?'t ot along the line
of source of you
information. -

the aircraft was arme
‘with nothing more tha:
dummy “acquisitio




-*e broxdery" and nl
s myths to the basic,

. ad
truths of  the .eventg

_ en

Of such thing
been §

refueled — ask any (o
mer Lightning pil

D 1 WAS a witness 1

evems of- the mgh

fresh air.before retiring for:

and, ‘as
garden I' saw a redish
east north«easterly

callow’ 1t to

stepped into my back

e

horizon.

kS Md v the
radio

chances of a successful
dttchmg a sea
would
thousand.s to one.
en.heiess, whexx Fo:%mt

arxy

.94 hit

Hewever, 1t was in
vertent ~and “‘not
planned or ordered by
any hx%her authority as
is ~alleged i h
articles. 1

HERE was no UFQ

that night. Nor was
there anything unusual
about the weather.

As for the recovery.of

the axrcraft to mer ok
ctance to
be ‘exam.
a Board of

_ined, once a

amculatly concemmg the

lxshedl% officiall
he accident.

he’ establishment pro-

eduré.
However, there was
o attempt to hide the
;facts of the case to the
! Royal

his cage theé whole pri
¢ for shadowing

edure,
nd shepherding was

eviewed to ensure it
was. as safe ag it could
the Lightning

rons wereﬁ

“caused
mmmﬁ

and s ep-

din rocedure
agamst an EW Shack-
leton du a TACE-

rder for

he pilot to ditch his aircraft. I would
+have- thought this ‘was. a. . risky

the night...

take some enough. proposition in broad: day- |
light, but much worse by night..
Even if the order was given, why

ject in an.’ was he not instructed to ‘orbit until a
on, about search-and-rescue helicopter _to

1t -arrive? It doest ?‘ot make sense to

a mtetes your

‘sgﬁ&m s concerning th
€5 O &Ce 14 153
‘of Foxtrot 84.

‘ aclmew
7 gmssmg
stencxes.

ceai%ymm

Yy 1y infor
matter "how see mgly
“be dealt wi

— Andy %toberts. 84
Brighouse. West York

Air Force at,
§Iarge and,. moreover, in

craft was in the sea
¢ and, since his’ body was
never found, il)
never know

" Lightnings
ime Chief Interceptor
“Weapons Instructor.on
the aircraft and in the

early 1980s served as

€O of 5(F) s uadron at
Binbraok. 0

was atone

withou
‘ments a

exercise
it the .
impacte right wing
slightly low ¢ pilot survived the
crash and vacated the cockpit prior
to the aircraft sinking. It would
have been almost
him to extricate
liferaft from . the
situation.
Evidence

self ;and his .

gested that
d over the:
ea at night
rotectmn from the ele-
orded "by the liferaft
would have present him with

‘~ lime hope of suryival

The recovery of the wreckage and
the ubsequent Board of lnqun-y

! % K A
Bw ae»swm 1GN

gmu T YOU msx : uv

m msnus ek smia
{} THE LD

impossible for

L all - the * events surrounding
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were subJect to no more secrecy
"“than any othet accident, The usual
- procedure was to publish initia}
and subsequent findings as the
Board progresses.

The wreckage of XS894 was dis-

‘played ox;:anly at Binbrook and

photographed without restriction
once the investigation was com:
- plete. The result of the Inquiry was
]smblished routinely in RAF Flight
afety magazine and leaflets zixl;d
e
" crash could be explained logically.
"This includes' the cockpit being
shut when thé aircraft was recov-
ered, which is easily explained by
the loss of hydraulic pressure.
This accident was an unfortunate
error or Judfement which cost an
American pilot his life — not some
‘stranger than ﬁctmn tale,
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o ﬁig‘r air mystery,
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3d slung from the bows of
the recovery vessel Kinless, probably in
Bridlington Bay, after it had been haufed
to the surface some two months after it

Sea,,
it is pictu

‘ crashed on September 8, 1970.

"~ What is remarkable is the condition of
the aircraft. it is almost completely intact
although it does seem the fuselage is
damaged. This could have happened
when the aircraft hit the sea or during the
recovery. ,

The . cockpit, which was closed and
empty, is not visible but it is noticeable
that the air brakes on the fuselage are
extended, indicating the pilot was flying
as slowly as possible when the Lightning
hit the sea.

Information passed te the Evening
Telegraph by a man investigating the loss
of the aircraft suggests the American
.pilot was ordered. to ditch the Lightning
 after intercepting a strange object over
e North Sea." "0 & =
‘But two former Lightnmg‘piwts have

‘believed Foxtrot 94 hit the sea
Jow-level low-speed exercise
_Shackleton aircraft.
uted is

the pilot.
_given up all its
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Direcior of .)' _‘

Investigations

28. 11. 92.

Dear

Thank you for taking the time to let me know your findings regarding
the unfortunate incident when the R.A.F. Lightning was lost in 1970. I
have extended my area of enquiry into the United States in the hope of
getting some feedback from my ex military friends.

I enclose the latest copy of our journal and news clippings regarding
the Bonnybridge incidents. I have been promised more and will send
them to you when I receive them.

Thank you again for your help.

Yours Sincerely,

QUEST INTERNATIONAL Published by Quest Publications Ltd.

ry



Uu sule LIIPOSSIDiC. "he saiu.
AY —
3DER! (See pages z and 3)
A TSR
. UFO PROBE
. CARPETS
STEPS UP
K ROAD .
FALKIRK SCIENTISTS from across Britain are set to hiti§
! Bonnybridge in a bid to investigate the UFO sightings |
) 23421 made in the area. @
And the national media has been in the village as g
N news of the phenomenon spreads. More and more |
t sightings of UFOs are being reported — local people i
RK claim to have seen lights and other objects In the sky. '
Now UFO experts have pledged to look further into

et | the reports and will visit the area. (See page 19)

LAST A6 7

14  ADVERTISER: Wadnesday November 4 1992

UFO probe

AN investigation is bc was approached by a
underway into “*visibly shaken’' local
sightings o f businessman claiming he
unidentified flying bad seen ''a strange lighted
objects in Falkirk object inthe sky™.
District. In a_ statement to the
Environmental Health .g&dc\;]emscr.‘d.g%;gc_lllor
boss Malcolm Macdonald th: ;3;” z?]g};ﬁng inlszggst reluctance to speak

confirmed this week that ;00 and | take the matter anybody on this matter
his department had received seriously.

UFO sighting in the
Bonnybridge area.

And Councillor Billy
Buchanan has revealed that

check if there had been any Bonnybndgc councillor.
military manouevres in the

query

receive,”” he added.

he quite rightly assumes h
epart ¢ 1 tacted 2¢9 es he, o
e i n i B et wolld e g 3 23

environment dep ent to ridiculed,”’ said the

“lftmm;lyonlc else has seen
i something please phone me
arca — [ will take it scpriously."

Environmental Health
boss Malcolm Macdonald
said the UFO inquiry would
be treated with the same
sincerity as any other

“It is not one of the!
usual lines of complaint we ! A

highli-
AIDS

Itis
101 of ext
a3 jead™
on

stc
E

Fort:
David
exhi
pa.mcz,
| raising .
i and AIl’

The-

Cor

L

Councillor Buchanan "
also gdded that he firmly
believed the businessman A
-~z who wished to remain infor.
anonymous — and had set
known him for many years. '

“I could understand his

Local
support

or
UFO
claims

MORE people are
claiming to have
seen UFOs in the
Bonnybridge area.

Following last
week’s Advertiser
story on sightings of
unidentified flying
objects around the
village, more people
have reported seeing
strange lighted crafts
in the sky.

Now a team of
scientists are urging
anyone ‘who has seen
anything to contact
them.

Malcolm Robinson
of the Psychic
Phenomena Unit said:
“We are taking this
whole thing very
seriously indeed. I
would appeal to
anyone who has seen
any sort of object to
contact me on (0259)
724033.”

Local councillor
Biily Buchanan has
been inundated with
calls from people who
have bhad a *‘close
encounter’’.

“Now that it’s out
in the open,’’ said
Councillor Buchanan,
‘“more people are
coming forward.
Before, they said
pothing for fear of
being laughed at’’.

Councillor
Buchanan has also
attacked national
newspaper reports at
the weekend which he
said ridiculed the
people who had come
forward to report the
sightings.
Television, radio
and national
newspaper reporters
have been in the area
to talk to some of the
people who have had

sightings.
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A NEW fu-
Carronshore he

begun.

Derelict coun
Blackmill Crescent
being demolished °
new development
and new shops ..
between Falkirk D
builders Morrison

New housing for
will go up on Carror
with a residential de
site in Main Street.

The sbops and flat
considered for r
investigations sh
structural  problems
option out and a -
proposal was workec

Local membe:
Councillor Stephen
delighted to see
removed at last ©
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From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
23 November 1992

When I wrote to you on 5 November, I said that I was trying to locate an
Unclassified Military Aircraft Accident Summary (MAAS) for the crash that
occurred on 8 September 1970, involving a Lightning F6 aircraft from RAF
Binbrook. I have found out that the procedure whereby a MAAS is issued for
every military aircraft crash was not set up in 1970, and there is therefore no
documentation on this accident that I can release.

I have nov tracked down the file relating to this crash, and a thorough read of
it has not turned up any information that might support any of the UFO stories
that are being told about the accident. The file is classified - as are all
such files on aircraft crashes - so I will not be able to.release any papers.
The facts of. the accident are, as I indicated in my last letter, that the
aircraft flew into the sea while taking part in an exercise which involved the
interception of Shackleton aircraft. The facts simply do not match up with any
of the allegations made in any of the articles that you kindly sent me; there
was no high speed UFO, no order to ditch the aircraft, no contamination of the
wreckage, and nothing unusual about the handling of the Board of Inquiry.

On another matter, when we last spoke, you mentioned that you were investigating
a spate of sightings in Bonnybridge, and asked whether we had received any
reports that might tie in with what was described. At the time we had not, and
I can confirm that this is still the case.

I hope this is helpful.

?Cu/r) §{V\Céi/€j't /

/
3
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(AS)12/6
16 Nov 92

DISSc - Vg Cdr TN 0

CRASH OF LIGHTNING F6 XS894 - ALLEGED UFO INCIDENT

1. We spoke last week about the stories that are currently circulating
concerning the crash of a Lightning F6 on 8 September 1970. Essentially, it is
alleged that this aircraft was ordered to ditch following an encounter with a
UFO.

2. I have attached copies of all the correspondence on this alleged
encounter, together with the newspaper articles that first carried the story.

I have tracked down the Aircraft Accident Report, and as you will see, there is
no indication that there was any UFO sighting at any time during the period
running up to the crash. The original file on the accident, which will contain
the full Board of Inquiry report, is being sent to us from Archives.

3. I would be grateful for any views you have on this matter. I will keep
you informed of developments.

SeciASiZa




Ele
. _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Roomm

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax)

Your reference

Our reference

D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date

12 November 1992

Your letter to Sgn LdUt RAF Kinloss has been passed to this
department, as we are the focal point for all enquiries on UFOs and related
matters.

Following a number of recent approaches from researchers, who had heard stories
that a Lightning F6 aircraft crashed on 8 September 1970, during an encounter
with a UFO, I tracked down the Aircraft Accident Report (AAR) for this
particular crash. This document is classified Restricted, as is the case for
all AARs, and cannot therefore be released. From my reading of this document I
can tell you that the Lightning was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation ’
Exercise designed to practise the night shadoving and shepherding of low speed
targets. For the purpose of the exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton’
aircraft. The Lightning crashed into the sea vhile attempting to intercept one
of the Shackletons. There is no indication of any unidentified target having
been encountered, and no reason to suggest that there is any sort of UFO
incident in any way connected with this tragic crash.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your own research.

YM 5 i‘nc(&wﬂ[/ ;
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UNGlASSIEIED

KIN/ZQ/1/6/47A4x noyal Rir Force
Kinloss
Forres
Moray IV36 CRA

MODUK Air ~ SEC{AS)2 9 Nov sz

UFOs - LIGHTNING INCIDENT - 8 SEP 70

Reference: Letter from_S Nov %2 ‘attached).

i. Further to our conversations about the renewed interest in

the fatal accident inveolving & Lightning from RAF Binbrock on
Sep I have today received the attoched letter from a

— rezearcher {and propably entire staff of;
‘trange Fhencmena Investigations. Enclosed with _
letter are § article dated betwsen 9 and 13 Qct 92, from the
Evening Telegraph, whicr iz  appsrentd el - i
a unthorpe Newspapers Ltd,
The articles are the

2. I am reluctant to "add fuel to the fire” over +this issue

25 “he newspaper articies are somewhat ueﬁaLY1C1dlibed, and
imply that the MOD has shrouded the wholse sue in a security
kPianxet. . Bimilarly. the articles appars 7x1y gucte ‘'official
transcripts” of  conversation between the Lightning piiot and

the radar contreoller at Staxton Wold

=, I think that the attached letter perhops warrants a reply
from you, ajthough It s likely that any line will be
interpreted by  the rezearchers ags  further evidence of

(R 381

“sinister doings

4. The newspaper articles are toc poor to  fax: they will
follow in the ist clazs mail.

&. Finally. I shall withhold my reply to UGN wnti: :
GQedar [rom you aboul thig maltter. Sorry te pass the buck., but
thiz one could he messy if handled ipcorreotiy.

3qn Ldr
for OC

UNCLASSIFIED

RESTRICTED



STRANGE PHENOMENA
'NVESTIGATIONS RESEARCHER

5th November 1992,

e - TN

Fles=e find enelosed the articles yegarding. the .UFQ sighting and
subsequent loss of z %5894 Lightning aircraft (and missing pilot 7)

45 I said on the phone, this case is currently being researched,
not only in this country, but overseas as well, and I shall keep
you up to date on any importent breskihroughe. Flease let me know
how you got on with your own enquiries, any help from yourself

would be greatly apprecistied.

Yours Sincerely,

Founder 5.FP.I.
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STRAA%G E MVESTIGATIONS RESEARCHER R
PHENOMENA
STIGATIONS

5th November 1992,

e - EEO

Plea se find enclosed the artiecles regarding the UFO sighting and
subsequent loss of 2 XS894 Lightning aircraft (and missing pilot 7)

As I said on the phone, this case is currently being resegrched,
not only in this country, but overseas as well, and I shall keep
you up to date on any important breskthroughs, Please let me know

how you got on with your own enquiries, any help from yourself
would be greatly appreciated.

Yours Sincerely,

Founder S.F.I.
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* ¢rash of Lightning
' S XE894 from &
Squadron st RAF Bin-
brook and the disappear-
. ance of its pilot began at

.tember 8, 1970, in an
: yisolated building: on  the
athe Shetland Islands,”

B L Saxn Vord was one of the chain
of rader stations whose task it
was to g
approaching the North Sea or the
ST -4 sensitive “Iceland gap®

Uthe Cold War wos ol its height
=+ oy and Russian long.range airerall
F e 1 made ‘regulay  sorlies into the
North* Atlantie” and along the
British coast to test the renction
of Nato fighters.. .
= On this partieutar night, a radar
operator at Saxa Vord picked u
< the blip of an unidentified alreral
Loaven the
.. between the Shetlands and Ale.
i sund, in Norway, .
v The contacl was'monitored for
St? several minutes st a steady speed
“pof G30mph, at 37,0006 - holding
% ““ altitude and om o south-wosterly
; { ™1 hooding. Then Saxa Vord noted
¢ he contact was tumning through
0 degrees to head due south, It
nereased speed to 900mph (mach
.25) and climbed to 44,0000
Pollowing laid-dowa proce-
W\, - dures, radur controllers at Saxa
wt.oe Vord flashed a scramble message
@f to’ the Quick Resction Alert
§

Flight at the nearest Nato airlield,
RAF Louchars on the east coast
».of Scotland, not far from Dundee,
{7 There two Lightning intercep-
“dors, which had boen ready on the
flight ling for just such an slert,
. were serambled and  within

1 Ing out over the Nosth Sea.

“ - After cheeking the position of
their tenker, a
2twe Nighters were guided north
"rhy Baxa Vo far it was o
i routine scramble for whal was
- then assumod to

*reconnaisance aireraft used to

iz

" i Force. X

£ But it was thon that the radar
't plolters on the Shetland Islands
s saw something on their screens

FRIE RIS (ISR Taume WYL Higerainy

':gn* - RIS (A Ak e .
(? "EVENIHG TELEGRAPH, Fiiday, Oclober 9, 1002

which led o the’

. 8.17 on- the night of Sep-:

4 unidentified airecaft .

Remember, this was 1970 when

North Sea halfway |

. minutes were airborne and head-

ictor K14, the

‘a Russian’
. Bear’ or Badger, the longrange .

<. fest the nerves of the Hoyal Air.

feadin

Lightning Foxtrot 84, a single-seat fighter from §

Squadron ai Binbrook whose final flight is at the

centre of one of the most puzzﬁn? aviation stories
¢

since the war. Just what was it that

s pitot, American

.William Schatner, was sent to intercept out aver the
North Sea 22 years ago and why was he eventually
ordered to ditch his alrcraft off Flamborough Head
rather than return 1o North Lincolnshire? Now new
information has been passed to the Evening Tele-
graph, PAT OTTER reports on a story you may not

believe ...

X$894 pictured st Binhrook In 1967, It was the fiest F6 Lightning

deolivered to 5 Squadron,

The comlact they had heen
tracking ol speeds and altitudes
consistent with ropdern Ruassion
warplanes turned lhrough 180
degroes on a duc north hooding
and within seconds disagg&amd
off thelr screens, Later they cal-
culated that to do this its speed

must have been in the region of |

i7400mph.

With the contaet now gone, the
Lighinings were vectored south
to vendezveus wilh the tanker
and remained airborne on Com.
bat Air Patrol.

During the next hour the
mystery  contact reappeared
severnt limes, approachung from

the north. Ench time the Light- |

nings were sent north to inter.
cept, it turned and disappearsd
again. - .

By now tws ¥4 Phantoms of
the US Alr Force had beea seram-
bled from ihe American base at
Keflavik in Ieeland. They. had
much more sophisticated radac
than the British Lightnings and
were able to pick up the mystery
contact themsclves,

But when thay, loo, trisd to get
close enough to identily whal was

by now beginning to cause some
alarm to Nale commanders, they
found they were just as impolent
a5 the Lightnings,

The slert had reached such a
level that the contaet was being
monitored by the Ballistic Missile
Early Warning System at Fyling.
dales Moor, near Whitby, nleng
with a second BMEWS in
Greenland.

The information they were col-
lecting was relayed Lo the North
Armercan Aly Defence Command
2t Cheyenne Mountain and the
US Beiection and Tracking Cen-
tre ot Colorado Springs. :

In the meantime, the cat-and-
mouse game over the North Sea
between the Lightnings and
Phantoms and the mystety con-

tacl was stll going on, Then, at

21,83 after the fighters had made
yet anothor abortive attempt to

ol elose, the contact vanished off
the radar screens.

The Lightnings were ordercd to
relurn to wehars while the
Phantoms were instructed to
carry out a Combat Air Patrol to
the cast of leeland,

ouse with a
ph ra

'TON!GHT we start 'our detailed look at the events
up to the ditching in the Norlh Sea of

X St i e

BINBROOK
COLTISHALL

Then, at 21.39, radar controllers
icked up the contoact again, This
me ils speed was declerating to
1.380mph — plmost the limil of
bath the Lightnings and Phan.
foms — at 8 holding altitude of
18,0000 It was on a south-wost.
erly heading coming frem the
direction of the Skagervalk, off the
northern tip of Denmark, :
Twe more Lighinings were
scrambled from Louchars, and
were ordered {o rendozvous with
a Victor tanker and then maintain
a CAP on a S50aoie east-wes

A irhieh they found impossible to
E ieve,

saaemma———"

Staxton Wold radar stalion near Scarborough —~ Schafer's ink on his last mission.

The radar stations and airbases put on alest by \e rt cn
that night,

. Abuvrdeen, As a precaution, two !

" bombers inte

: two Phantoms and three lankers !

At

front, 200 wiles northeast of. !’

further Lighininps were erdered |
inlo the air from Collishall in:
Norfolk and, with another tanker, . i
to form a CAP 170 miles cast of | !
Great Yarmouth, The contact was | {
somewhere between these two |
lincs of supersonic fighters. '
While all this was geing on,!
RAF stafl ol Fylingdales, which !
}

i

was in conslant conlact with
NORAD at Cheyenne Mountain,
heard, omincusly, thal the Steate.
je Alr Command HG al Omaba, -
ehraska, was ordering Hs Da2y
the air. N
It was an order which could .’
only have coma {rom the highest::
level, What had started as a -«
routine sighting_ of whal was |
believed to be s Russian afreraft, ,
had now reached the White -
House and, presumably, Presi- |-
dent Richard Nixen, co
ORAD was told by
officials at the Peptagon |
thal a USAF pilot of !
great  experience  was ¢
prosently on an exchange wvisit |
with the RAF and was slationed ;-
ot Binbrook, the Nuorth Lincoln. '
ghire fighler base a fow miles '
from Gnimsby. :
.. Rapid inquirics were made and |
it was discovered the pilot was on
the station and was, by coingl.
dence, “flight avatlable”, L
At mround 2145 3 request wag: [
made from 8 very bigh love!
within NORAD, through Strike, |
Command’s UK headquarters ot |
Itigh Wycombe, for RAP Bin-' | T
brook fo send. Capt William'
Schafer “if of all possible” 1o join 1
the QRA Lighinings looking for:
the mystery coniaet '
By this time four Lighinings,,

were alroady airborne end the
were igincd by a Shackleton Mid
fram Kinloss, which was ordered
{o patrol on s north-south head-
ing al 3,000ft, 10 miles oui from
the east coast, e
Binbrock's QRA Lightnings, !
were buing held in reserve, but it 4
was deeided to send out a singley:
streraft from the North Lincoln. .
shire alrfiold — flown by Capf ')
Schafer. The Americans wanfed
one of their own at the sharp end
when it come {o cornering the [
mystery contact, : .
© TOMORROW: Contact over the | /
North Sea. R

i
i
:




By

APTAIN
X William

was  sit-

room of § Squad-
ron when the call
came from High
s Wycombe,

¢ "The' room overs
tlooked the apron
where a line of silver-
Jinigh bighlnm{zs
stood, Huminated by
the  high-intensity
sodium. bghting, The
crew roum isell was
sparsely " furnished,
with ageing
which had scen better
days, a bar which dis-
pensed nothing
stronger thun . black

adomed with plagues
and ‘photographs
donated ~ by visiling

- Schafer

ting in’ the crew’

chairs

Neseafe "and walls

Brian Mann

w | panicked
RAF and overseas ir
force units.

Schafer was still in
his. fiying suit, after
refurmag eartier than
evenring from a train.
ing sortie s one of the
squadron’s wirerafl, He
is: remembared by

those al Binbrook as o

small, powoerfdly-built
man whe loved to fly

A7
N

# 2 BINBROOK

i«

PR X

INTERCEPTION
2 '

STAXTON WOLD

[

{

)
H
3
2

the single-seal Light-
nings, so  different
from the new geners-
tion- of sophisticated
sireraft then storting
e come Inlo service in
the USAP,

When the eall rame,
Schaler was henmd
;n'ln 'i}lm_ remainder gsf
31 ing gear by
other Lg, Squadron air-
erew, went ocutl
through. the dowor
turned right and raced
aerpss the apron.

Two Lightnings in
the lincup wete vir-
tually ready for fight,
One, XS8M, was in
e process of having
its fuel tanks leppe
up and was already
cormmected {e o power

. starter.

Schaler elimbed the
steep Iadder, hauled
himsel! into the cock.
pit, strapped in and

started the engines. He |

waved aside ihe
grounderew, who were
expacted to help carcy
out the siandard pre-
flipht cheeks, ordered
the refuciling fo stop
and foiled {0 sign the
regulation form signi.
fying he was happy
with the aireraft. .
i was wrmed with
twoe Rod Top air-do-air
wnissiles, one of which
was Hve and the other
a dununy, and engugh
3 cannon shells
for o she-second burst,

One of the men on
the ground evew al the
finwe was Brion Mann
of Grimsby, who was
driving ong of the fuel
bowsers. He remem-

bers X584 being re. -

fuched ai a rate of 150
gallons a minute when
suddenly the ehgines
started. “The windows
o the fanker almost
went i I panicked,
took the hoses off and
got out of the way,” he
wis to say later. T

Mr Mann remem-
bered Schafer disre-
garding ihe grounder

marshaller, who was .
the eyes and ears of

ihve pilot on tie
greund, as he swung

A radar conleoller vectored Shafer onta the mystory object

HATO forces were belng brought up to
{fuit alert by a mystery object picked up
on radar over the North Sea. At first it
appeared to be yel anether Augslan
alrcraft out to lést the reflexes of
Allied air forces. But then the object
begarn behaving in a way which batlled
radar controilers, Nuctear bombers In
the Unlled Siates were orderad Into
e alr whiie the Pentagon decided that
its man-on-the-spol, an experionced
Viztnam veteran then on an exchange
visit with the RAF at Binbrook, should

‘Alarming’
greenhouse
gas levels

NITROGEN dioxide levels are {o be monitored in
Cirimnsby. Four sites will be surveyed as part of 3
th-year pationyl survey of air levels of the gos,

Grimshy’s Public Health and Licensing Com.
mitice approved the reconunendation by lan
Bolton, Director of Envivonmental Serviees.

Nitrogen dioxide, along with carbon dioxide
and carbon monexide, i3 ohe of the main
greenhouse gases,

The resulls will offor a judgement on several
government anti-pollution policies.

These have inchuded the introduction of cata-
lysts on motor wehicles, snd low wnmission
burners on industrial planis which are the main
sources of nitrogen dioxide emissions.

The cost of monitoring will be belween £500
and £608. A simple device to monitor emissions
will be installed at cach site. The tube will be
replaced each month and taken for testing.

The need for long-term testing becamme apparent
aller a 1981 survey showed thal nitregen dioxide
concendrations were sboul 35 per cent greater
thun in 1986, -

“The levels are very alarming.” said Mr Bolton,
“The results from Greimsby in 18386 were mare
typical of & rural rather than an urban cn-
vironment.”

“Any increase since then is undesirable. Howe
over, a rz,atiunal policy is required to solve the

5

take & look. PAT OTTER conlinues the
story of the ast Hlight of Foxtrotl 84,

the Lightaing round,
“His actions were
unorthodox to say the
teast,” hoe said.

At 22,88 XSB94
blasted off from Bin-
brook’s main runway
inte the night sky,

Those on the ground |

saw it disappear with

& sheel of flame from

its twin lail pipes as
Schafer used reheat, 1t
turped over the Welds
and the last they saw
was its navigalion

lights heading out -
towdrds the North -
Sea, |

¥ pow’

raystery contact

which had led to
five Lighinings, two
Phantoms, three tank-
ers and a Shackleton
being serambled over
the North Sen  was
being tracked by radar
controliors at Staxton
Wold, which stands on
high grouad averlook-
ing Searborough,
., The contnet was fiy-
ing parallél to the cast,
coast 90 miles cast of

vW{intby al 830mph at

Ot —~ an ideut

rourse for an intercep-
fion by a Binbrook

Lighining.

What follows next is> ’

drawn from what we
s

the

T goin;l:
y

Taoshit .,

hove been told s the
official  transcript  of

“the conversation

which tosk plaee
between Schafer and
the radar station ot
Staxtun Wold.
Schafer: I have visual
contnet, repeal visual
vontact, Over,
Sraxton: Can you
identify atreroll type?
Schafer:  Negative,
nothing  recognisable,
no- clear outlines,
These I ... blush
light, Hell, that's
Lright ... very bright.
Staxion: Are your
instruments  function-
ing, 94t Check com-
pass. Over
Schafer: Aflirma-
tive, GCL I'm along-
side it now, maybe
GO off yuy ... s
conical shape., Jeoze,
that's bright, H hurts
my eyes o look at it
for more thon a few

segonds.
Staxton; How cluse
are you now?
Schaler: About

40001, he's stil in my
three o'clock. Hey wait
... there's semcthing
clse. If's like a Jarge

. soreer ball .. s tike

it's made of glass,
Staxten: 1s 3 past of

© the object or indepon-

dent? Over,

Schafer: 1L ... no,
it's separate from the
main body ... the con-
ieal shape ... H's at
the back end, the
sharp end of the

.- shape. Iz like bob.

bing u‘p and down and
roin side to side

slowly. 1t may be the

T opowor seuree. There's

no sign of batlisties,
Staxton: Is there any
sign of occupation?

ver, X
Schafer: Negative,
nothing,

Staxton: Can you

. agsess the rale .. 7

Schafer: Contact in
descent gentle, Am
poing with it ... 60 ...
no about 70T ... it's
levelled out again.

Staxton: Is the ball
object still with &7

Affirma.

vor.
Schater:
tive. I's not aclually
connected . ., maybe o
magnetic atiraction lo
the conical szhape,
There's a huze of lght.
Ye'ow .. W's within
that haze, Wait o
second, i's turning ..,
coming straight for me
shi am taking
evasive aclion .. &
Few ... Tean hardl ..
Staxton; 947 Come in
9. Foxtrot 84, ate you
receiving? Over, Come
in 94 Over,

@ NEXT INSTALMENT:
Schafer ditches and
disappears.

pr he added.

New safety rules
lead to cutbacks in
Christmas lighting

NEW solely regulations
ure set to make gwoeop-
ing changes to
Grimsby’s  traditional

lights this year on
L‘%eethmpe Ruad,
where they would hang
down oo low tu com-

Christmas  lights  and ty  with the regu-
decorations. alions.

The Cauneil's Events .
and Allotmenls Com- One-off

mittee, which rans the |
Lnvn's Cheistmas Hght.
ing. has already boen
forced {0 spend  an
exira L2560 s yoar to -
mueet the standords. there woulilnt be the
And they conld be  same amoupl of light
asked for the smae  ing as in previous
amount fur the next  years”
two years until all the The council’s extra
work bus] been spending means that
campletd, ! t}r:e Chamber of Trade
Under the new rules  must provide all the
the couneil necds new - funding for the charity
transformers It is to Christomas Falr,
put up lights in St ‘The commitiee also
James Square.: heard that the trea pre.
o sented to Grimshy b
the people of "Tromnd.
heim wilt be meved
from 8t James' Square
io Hiverhead Square
and that there would
be no tree this year on
Hainton Avenug,

Pierre Bibby,
Grimaby's Sport’s aml
Leksure Offieer sudd: I
we dan't pay he one.
off amount this year,

Victoria Street will
be duecorsted s usyal,
as the pedestrinnisation
scheme was varried ont
with the regulations in
mind,

But there will be no

‘Sorry’ driver
double drink
driving limit

SELF.EMPLOYED Uleelhy glazier John
MeCann's erratic sdviving carly one  maorning
atiracted the atiention of a police poetrod, a court
hened.

And when thoy stopped him outside his South-

ficld Close home MceCann (3D, was unable to -

provide a bresth swaple, seid Charles Applehy,
prosecuting, ¢

tlowever s further sample taken st Grimshy
Pylice Station revepled MeCann, at 83 megins of
atcohol in H8uds of breath, was more than double
the legal Hmit

He was banued from driving for 18 months and
ordered to pay o £300 finc as well as £30
prosecution costs, :

In court MeCann snid he hod had 3 few drinks
al the home of a friend.

He said he would now have to employ someane
o drive for bim,

“f am very sorry for what has bappened,” he
said, 1 con't afford fur it {o happen again.’

Club seeks flying start
ORGANISERS of a ing monthly meectings
new birdwatching ciub  of their junior section
hope young ornitholo- ot the Cleethorpes Win-
gists will Bock to thelr  ter Gusdens,
new venug, N

The Grimsby and
Distriet branch of the
REPR wanis {o encour-
age more young poople
to take an inferest in
witdlife and join
repudar  outdoar ri?s.
They will now be hotd-

the Yeoung Omithol.
gists Club takes place
ofi Yhursday frum Gpm
1o 7.16pm,

. Adymission is 50p sl
parents are jnvited to
accompany children.

i

The first moeeting of
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: Captaxn' Schafner was
AT remsely SIX fuelled, - : *ever found.
mmutes past 10 on
h i's He angrily waved More than a month
the night of Sep-  gut there was some-  away ground staff who -~ later the wreckage of -
tember- 8, 1970 & thing different about asked him to sign to the aircraft was ound
single nghtnmg this scramble. . " appropriate form ., on the sea bed by~

. Royal ‘Na divers.
jet fighter took off  Por:a- start, it was - ’gg‘;“;‘mi’fémﬁ:&m&hz | Despite “eartier veports

from RA¥ Bin- gggxalmfa& kgRgﬁ‘ag; ground and ordered the 0 _the contrary, 'the

brook... ' pairs. Toro airerat were  [[uelling lines to be- &oﬁggﬂgﬁ&ﬁygfg
Ground crew on the kept at. 2 state of disengaged. - tain Schafner had van- §o

flight -line weré accus- instant readiness at all And this was no ordi- ished Completeiy and

tomed  to L&%gmmgs txm%s ready for just {‘ggycgffglitg‘;p ed mto :

being “seram in a such Bn emMErgenty. s iniorceptor H:s w *._Laterthe aircraftwas tesponded initially by - graph camried my own  Now, four years on,

hurry at any time of But.on this accasion . Captaig William - fecovered and. taken, ?mpmaismg to help, but %gry S:f the mystery of* he believes- he has

night oF day. B o At | jplrera, ook Schatner of the United - . pnusually, fo RAF Bin- . then became very reti-_ peeied back a little bit
e J -‘ .

eraft.. tates Air Force, who - brook There! it.Swas "‘.cen!. Subsequentiy we more-of the myste
ht;xe ﬁgr};t;r lﬁ‘;gg“qgfg °f§§anwas the Tvwas on his second tour™s < kept” unded. Wraps: in ;5 mnes fe  were contacted by’ two-surrounding .. XS89
annui'k ﬂ:acnen Rlert manner-of the take-.off. 25 a3 excha.agc pitot . * the Umte States former airmen who had “and the disappearance
- duty with other East The pilot had raced out - mth the RAF, Schafner When ~embassy and to the US  both been at Binbrook of Captain Shafner.

'é' uttyazriie{ds to pro-  from. the -5 Squadron . a_ vastly experi- “the MoD's-Crash Inves- *_ Ajr Forcs at Meunbx;? at the time and added - The Evening Tele- §
%f cover should g“y crew- roorn, adjscent to em:cd jét fighter pilot =% tigation Branch arrived . proved also to be d - further - fuel to the graph now has a~copy
b identified aircraft® the: aprom, and had .with combat time irom Famboroughthey . . ends. Calls were mot mystery be recalling of his account of what
unide . the Srdar ‘chmbed xbe'sard while a ‘behind” him_in Viet. Cwere permitted 10 “feturned. Contacts theirown memories of he believes happened
appear. , 6f - 1% Lightningiwas in the - D3m. He had been st @ Spend only a very brief . yere unavailable. _that night. ‘. _.that night. Some has

ok ; 2-Binbrook for some . . time: examining’ the~" Ay this stage I en-w’ . It was a siory which “come from his:dogged

= time and’ his wife was: Wreckage..of S804 listed the aid of Bob  puzzled and intrigued - investigations S ,

.. b “What the dzddxscever Bryant, then North. ihousands of Evening--from officialk:! R .

“disturbed. them.- An lifte Newspapers' avi- ~ Telegraph readérs. But, ‘ ments he has gbtained. §- .

Jation  correspondent {perhaps most interest- " And some, most tello§-

‘and @ man with close " bugly of all, it was a: ,mgly, ‘from what he ¥

links . with both the " story which’ grab tran-

) USAF, - . the attention of a man’ 5scnpt of the ﬁnal cont-

scpendmg 10, days in:aversations. between

ethorpas gues : é:tam Schafner, ]

.3 radar controller. "at §

+% Staxton g:WOId, ¥ pear

Searborotigh, and . the

of ¥ Shdeen years earher crew of the Shackleton
‘Defence and spent he had been one of the - itnessed

_hours on the teleph me - ¢rashinvestigators who

: "%)feonmcts in: ,rthet_,{ jwent. to Binbrook .to

‘PAT OTTER

aviation en

- © author whé hvad at the

Ny i ' time in Market Rasen,’
nghmmg F8 ot tho twadgesresearching:
Squadron, . whose;calt..”” for 3 “hook on-avistion

sign «ihat- night was . mysteries at the time.

woFoxtrot 94, turned, out o B t1odi

: h Se )

Ui

“Fexamine the remains of

oring th ,Betennmed. to
auuamﬁ;% the bottom 8

repart. “What informaZ
twn we can is certainly:
- line with the msults :

Ear!y the foﬂowmg 2 I smncxpated dxiﬁml—
smorning .. X5894 ,tes in mv‘esug L
ditched in the sea off._ IS-year-o}d xtchmg i
Flamborough' “Head..” gxr;cxdent i -the” North :
“The difching was wit. ﬂS but not’ onthe I S Barry a.ﬁalpenny,« al
‘nessed by the'crew. ofa’ scale I was to-encouns+3 finally ;;gu-,;m‘hegn£ s
4 Shackleton:” mcannar"‘“'ter overithes next fewy, a:ibndge& vmmn of the' ;.

weeks. which:s .

Siwere': Spoited by~ thecth.: Normany:}ielpfubfapmmd 59 Wn%ﬁmom when the,t, L A
g5 Rosg econtactsi-at the . ber; 1988, Axthe appeared- in the QTOMOBROW“Tha
G“‘“‘*”L*?f‘?i" s upresy eontacts ot e e L, A e e Bvenint Telepranh.od, » final take off of- -

s spaimb ke s



c!apsed 38 Scha!’er was‘
eft to circle the Flam-y
orough rarea~along
with the Shackleton, !
-In  the: meaptime,
Smke Command HQ at/
High Wycombe had
{nsttuctcd Staxton .

JUST s the - [RADAR controfters .
ceontroller, at - |at. Staxton Wold, .
a8 tax ton i ijust south of Scar:

Wold&lost contact.i{borough, had.
ithisCaptain gulded the Lights
vi: @ iradar

ning - jet tighter™ -
from Binbreok 10 .

~pperator, who had . to nest
. {the mystery con-. % Sch'\ferdnchms hi
been tracking the .+ jtact “which Had niny ofiFiamborough.

Although he had

" Lightning and the 1. boen eluding its Nato trackers for almost four hours. ‘fhe
: plenty of huel to reach!

“mystery object it pilot, Caplain Witiam Schafer, a USAF pilot on an exchange

. had _intercepted,, . ltour with the RAF, reported seeling something not contained | . gither nearby. - Lecon. -
watched in_.dis- | lin any of the official aircraft recogmition manuals. It was " gf@fﬁ,&ihﬁ'ﬁpﬁﬁg
belief, <7 1eonteal In shapo and Incrodibly bright with what Schafer “the reason -for: Bigh

’ "'Wycombes “decisio

described as something itko a.“soccer ball’ In its wake.
wag @ fear that th

The two bnps on the o

Ty
sroanditeonl
RISUSIE S
o el
M L ey dyi
sl m‘s‘ i:«x p

screen; representing . | Then Schafer's radio went silent. PAT OTTER cum‘nues the RS o L Wy -
the fighter and its. "} story of the riddic of Foxtrot 9. - . Lightaing had some: swrerra I
sl,:;g"lgng‘m;’gcgg;%gd ‘nated “during 45 7 Shackieten: ~ds the Weather began ta*
rapidlyd from over * mystery) intexception ABRE vat. No Bares” stevioratesn gidirs b
500mph ‘untii they over the NOﬂH Se‘ln L either-Hahy ¢ We ‘et The: scarch-cerxﬂ:’mcd .
begame’ -:htmnar?' . A *going Toun ag*&hr ] Al firto the. n¥it? day I

6.800{t above the Nort
Sea 140 miles oul off
Alnwick.r

What exacily hap-

the fear .was ihﬂim'e{

It may wcﬂ be that
%:; the aircrafl-has nu('nn‘r

Bul our

Anather o minutes UJ but Ahege ~were "no°

transmissions from the |

,s,Phg%k;egon' Gcl,a.rbcacons vavricd by the' .

- -pllot-and on board the

. ¥fered radiatldn * cons i
pened ‘inside - ihe = e tarnination auhough“"""s'ﬂ'}gﬁ” neceivm f;g«‘;;f; ’s*;‘f Jhe d‘g?g;s'
ground conlrol eentre . same weekinlater, - L7 : flare
5t Staxton is open lo & when . the” wreckage w%dShack!cm Thrs"‘i ) flares wern seems

conjecture. Bin. .

d,-GCL. She's sink

Hmvever the; fcliaw-
thé/ 12

Rt LR

AV ke

wis ckamined, at kidg: 1 t
Cinformation Is that one 1 "o fast 78 i ihe«qam)f ng day” Vehin :
sugpestion was that the 7 g ?{g?ﬁm?gfﬁ‘;ﬁ,?j,g?,?g . pysﬁjuiuséa ‘up again. . Telegraph® teborie )
_two Lightaings then on other than salt waler ~ OVEr. fla fcsiihadf been fsecn D
- Combat Alr Patrol off was Tound, ¢ - Staxton: Cnn you edn.  Bbout-10 miles dfl
the Seottith coast ¢ > i L - ,.ms, pilot cledr pf alr- and thes Grl rﬂsbr-. }
-should be sent . south merook ,)et foll d . Staxtor_ Foxtrot 94“ ‘,CN % Qver. © - trawler Ross  Kesire :
“immediatcly but it was b e 1 5 Can you dltch alrcraft? Shack!eton' He's not - which' was ipmmmg RRES
‘aver-ruled b the 'Y Y u"ers:-m et .':n’;‘""»” ] ver, h(’ n it we can’ confirm thmuxh the; lambor. , 1§
senior fighter contral- oy 4 : Sclfaafu{ 5 eb sihand!-« ﬁm," 118 must be in the ; Sk ugh areu ‘f?ne to
- ler, who eontinued to ng 0:39 can bring het watcr sbmewhere, - rvostigat Bu &ven
try to re-cstablish con- 3 in, Ovor,» ek Staxton: Any dishe” though . m'a flares !
Ttact with Captam Staxion: Negotive, B4, signhisidr _fares yM’t were rééea,‘"g to(md fod
Schnfer Jn Foxtrot 94, Howr the loss was reported in 1 repeat, gany yod diten _ OveRd i . ‘nothih N
. Two and  a haif the Evening Telegraph and slreralt] Overe -5 i \Fa‘! 515“;‘1(,;““- Nega- . §u
. minates after the single *, Scarboraugh Evening Nows. - Schater:. Yeah : I’m tivo, GCL. Going round ié' k.‘gra h ko P

;. blip™en the {n?tai{ v e
-, sereen came 1o & ha .1 6f Forih, was ordered-

B

2 alcu!nted C'm youi ‘-’6

“ started. lo move: again, reds - turn 043 degrees. OW- 2 W 77 i  the srmek. ¥ w\w’gns. Bl Bibrook
acesterating rhpmti o a(::g; d“’ ﬁ?ﬁ’fﬁmﬁm‘"ﬁ --a‘fgg’g{’:f‘! “1;3;’ i :g; 1 ;;Jll gsv“whﬂi apwned o gﬁoﬁzg}g g:'erwnemgwem back in cons waiting for pews 91‘ her
Qﬁﬁﬁmmv and climbing R ond FOUL by t‘“ PRl v © < o tact with Staxton Weld, . husband, .5 7oy
. 1} 0({0!{., ’295},,‘},:-’}5 A {’;g!:t:ri Slaxton Wold Or\scr OUty . Tepeat wix- kn&?‘r a!tacrl;ﬁmx mdc?:s: c;;g i mi‘rn}mn w “ - mf%:‘ ”é‘;}ff‘“a}‘m S‘.a s/gﬁ)gm tha Mu:!b‘t lf 1
.esm.\ sack  towards . Sia < o s B tx There’s ence were doubtful
e s, with Gaptain Schafe . excoute gt o, ettt - Havie 1Y Setitve: mi‘%%“x'°8’v’:s"‘“’““*" ﬁ'fj’ih{ ake gg:fggég Yhethor there would -« -
10! v - H v : e far |
STy sty e B wiaer s Wil e VI ofute, i B seiipcch ] S ek
© . BE 'y ¥ you R2IVE YoT, . . M ' €] o -4 i hd
: ma‘:}imainm s south-' "~ Staxtom: i{mmnuve osvfh”e" Tur ning Stf‘%‘g"" F OK , 04, d“"“&‘g ‘rgifmdgm'“ 'h‘" Overy rec 2o ‘lﬁ’&;ﬁokcsman told 3 i
: erly heading, xome- 94 Loud and clear. " - Come fur. ndby: . Y"g‘c"ha‘g‘; p?g&:;;; 3 315 90"‘ A Whil Nﬁot‘lcl‘. by owreckaxﬂ
hat erraticall ¥ ; ,Wnt I your condi- g Thit's good. Is , - AL this stage the! " haw, GOLL.Over, “T“Br;w‘wmg onth&wayfmm._, s, PP
.belwecn $00 ané tion? Over, yom‘- altimeter . fanes ™ " Shaékleloh arrived Be'twcén TN g Lecohﬁeidmmm»ywv:«’rhm u‘ceks Tater the
,mmp &nnd deng- , Schafer: Not . looc Yoning? Over ! over ¢ Flamboreugh i [ B Wifiided, "the ﬁwumsi tive you v oy, Evéni Tcicamxzh re- !
udng lawlys the "o §r~»; guod T rean't thinki . Head snd began o« eiapé.ed' ,MA sizén ofkthe i 1. ver, ried that the fuselage |
5.furnlng i through - ltho = what has happened =i Schafor: Afrnnative, _ cling before XS894 was. o PR LR :"?s i'G hackleton: Noﬁx,!n “ﬂhO}*{f"? ad been o
fdegrees to head north- | 1 feol kinda dizzy ... 1 GCIL - vectored inte the area - Shacklbfan: R CL;‘I‘he fiest pa’sl\;’we okiite {
westerly and vanishing,; can see shooting stars, Staxron' Descend to‘w by the- Staxton con. . down, GUIL Heli ‘of | a assimed © heow woskdand notéd Uist the'ejee. |
ot aéspced Ialer caleu. Staxton; Can you see  3500ft, Over. .- *tteollers. gplash |\ fels down In} Hunstrapping. . He plust - ortsznt wiis-atilt intact !
to be amund your mstruments'{ S‘c.ha!er' Roger, GCI. " Schafer:” Can you ) jong ptecéthoukh Orveies _}mve _got Gt g . ‘$ise’ Y4’ the |
{%Bﬂmp YRR IER MR 23 " Stamton: 'What's your ring me in, GCI’ 4 Staxtor; fCa;; Yol 56 Wwen mum}ﬂ for: mfmﬂef EAhE hady of
hile all tinis oas Scha!ur- Mﬁrm'dive fuct siate, 947 Over, . - Qver_ the pilot yet? Over, ' mitzecond {: ‘evs bul  the pllot Is still inth
ﬁa ing nma Shackleton —but, er .. the compass  Schafer; About thisty : Er ... Hold ">, Sharkicion:: Nega.y whyshu the ‘-'3“013)’? wreckage SAf) o
2 R3, which -had beon - is wis per cont, G swﬂm, 94, Over, - . tive. We're golng yound s Ove .. On_ Oftober

" Staxion: Fm{tmi o4,

1, ‘on patrol off’ the Firth - - 3;,,,;0". Thnts what Severnl mimﬂes then. x ngain, pullmg & ughh

i o B
108 Iat«:»t'gﬂ 5 ‘Mul

w10 -signy.af o,
! ““Whiere the hell i as hen'
Lul staxton: You!suré he'
!g’nnt inthi vémcr, £
Chotk.Syourd A

f
snried -y b
3 airerew). &

g AR

% e
N When the Shackieton eatne round again the Lighlnlng £ cancpy bnd clasgd. .
2 b

4 Tha radnr

it agnin
o = Ninkty ‘sceondsx fa

i stax‘rmi’i‘hat’ fwhat
fm@

the searcf\ an

| roceptions. Over, (Noteree the aucmm; hres: The"‘- tr
- SABRE wis the sgarch 7> sirerafl
and rescue beacon gard ' mr;i K‘d'

Over, repatieds, h

splain. Sc}:ﬂcr s

ey

Slmnmctem T b
opys up’ ;. e oab""’ whe e e g zi
fz O vocal't dee the' riekleton: Roger. Sclmter s! }
pilot. We hoed & elmp-z‘ CI. Lvery s aven snsnin R 8
Ziper qut-here, GCL No, tily, maﬁerwnrds,‘,_,, u& ihat wks th'é Htart o

mscuu.- ;0 lhe bu;gcst m?-sterﬁ“ P
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of
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AR ' — . . evena relecnamiihaibamsaiitin o !
: | THE 1oss of the Binbrook Lightning ', ters were used to handling storles "} Scarbdrough Evening News or Sepij 3 v
...} and its American pilot had shmply like this, which occcurred with some - tember 9,:%970‘;?&,,9,32;".%}‘,’3,9@53 Ei?sz‘i‘: :
been reported as just arother air .. .regularity. The ditching of XS894 .- part of the story. PAT OgE&cgn. .
-] crash. by newspapers along the ‘. - provided front-page storles for the . cludes. our investigation “intod the -
... | north-east lcpas‘t,af._England. Repor- .~ .Grimsby Evening Telegraph and the . Riddle of Foxtrot 94.- .- &‘,; N

+

o

o g R

HEN the wreckage of
2 X5n94¢ was  f{inally
lifted from the sea bed
- <gome- {ive - miles off

' ) Flamberdughj!ead, it way taken

1

Binbrook.['5 R
.. Ajr-erashes in-the North Ses in those
_days ‘were relatively common and much
2t 1the! wreekage foond viis way into
Grimsby where often Evening Telegraph
hotographers were on hand. to-yecord
ihe event, But nolb with XS894.
it~ was also cammon practice for

in some secrecy straight to RAT.

MoD's +Crashi Investigation  Branch at
Farnborough where detailed “ékaming.
Aions were carriod oul Infan stiempl o
- find ihe cause’ of accidents, Bul this
didn't happen with XS084.

fnstead e reming of the aireraft,

which was in remarkably good condition,

wasg placed behind what appesrs to bave
leeit ¥ Sories of shutters jn the far corner
ief a hangar, < 3% i

¢ A team {rom

wotl winter's “day - ot Binbrook; in the

belief thal they were about todstart o™

detailedts invextigation _which, in “turn,
would Tead {o the preparation of a roport :
on - the ! incident ' {0 the Ministry of |

Defence, the report being used a5 the '

busis for an eventual inquiry inioc the loss -~
of Lightning XS804. Bul they were In for -
asurprse g R T L 00 LT L g
* Theyrwore aslonished to find many of .
the cockpil insttumenis mizsing, " These

included

inverter indicator and the somplete aux-’

tiarys warning
Thi

tion

siwas “alserious breach’.of regula-

ond, nithough . the, investigation
e oowag > promised the instrumeoents
would be ‘returncd shorily, they. nover
waere, Ty e A T

The investigators -found there was a
revolling fusty smell in The cockplt while
the whole airceaft still had n simy feel Lo
it following ils month-long immersion in

wrecked sircraft to be taken o the

¢ 3, o raised.
were taken siraight to Binbrook where it

Ll anyitees o Staxten Wold te Captain Schafer Lo ditch’
Famborough arrived ond

; 5 g
the! 2B  compass, voltmeter, ™
stnndby.s. direetion ” indicator,  standby

anel from the stachoard
side of the conkpit below]the Yojlmeter.

R N ¥
the North Sea, -, © AT
‘The ejector seat also scemed k; ::c

! ater

i
pes

Lo et ey )fi,ﬁ{i'{»?’i AT ARgE
"And that's where the treilTof thed
mystety~ of 1 X5894 ¥ gooy *i’mldb FWolly -

£ . oA i

dsnd

‘wrong’ nnvd there was a it
among the investigators that it was not
the ane fitted 1o the aircraft when XS894.
tock off from Binbrock on #s finsl fight.
They were oven given pn asgurance b
the 00 of 5 Squadron that tHe’seat hal
nat been tampered with, But some of the
investigators were not convineed, - 0
Inlerestingly, 'an Evening Telegraph,
roader; who was serving al Binbrook at -
{he fime, told us in 1988 that bé recalled
sesing an officis] report on the crash
which suggested that the seat was faully ..
and this was why Captain Schafer failed.
to cjoct. o Lo
Brian McConnell, a former sergoant of
Binbraok, said the earlridge ‘on the seat
had - failed 1o fire because s of fault{
1

e K
instattntion. However, this s very muc

ai odds with the cye-witnoss secount of
the Shacideton crew who saw the canopy .
Hod any altempt been made to
fire #, it would have beon blown off, H:
algo seems torconflict withithe account,
we,; have boen given' of the order from:

o

hig alreralt rather{

n attempt to retum., or
to Binbrook or land at Lecongeid. only & g

few minutes’ fI¥ing time fronv Flambore
ough. And, remember, Schafer has-told
hxrgmund controllers: that XS854 was
stml !a{{t\dling “fing” and he had plenty of
weldoft, ~ ° T v et ey e
" Truring the few hours the investigators ¢
welg. aliowed to. examine. the airerall,
they, themsclves were constantly super. -
vised by five civilians, twa of them '
ienns. . LR et

g

v »

" T . LR
o Ethe end of the day the investiga:
tion team was told curtly that as
nothinguseful had | been digs
govored, their Job was over. "o, 0.
The following day they weee 3lf colled
inig the main olfic at Farnborough and
told in no uncerlain terms they werenot
to discuss any aspect of the, lx::hin%?r
X584, even with their own families, The |
reason
seourity,
SRE TR

}
;
)
i

* almost oppoyite the peint vver ‘m

G- “After two or three minules there wos, Aty
anpther Hare-up of ‘sheel  lightning'y § m&e
which lasted sbout the sametime s the, ilas g
“First. ‘This was followed by that awfli fFC .~ & ;
shrill sensation, only this tme it wes, i B mpnin )

. both the pelict and, thg; l\%f&?’&} ;gxea‘
* BRS 4

S Staxton Wol

given was simple -~ national

There ' 15 fust one firther flent of+
information available, - & bl e
S On ihemg'l;\t of September 8,/1879,'a B
eouple and thelr dovghter Wwore walking £
{heir dog ‘along:tthe coaslal ‘palivaat?
Alnmauth'vHay, ‘Neotthumberiand =1

e Norihs
ereeption

INVES

for fnaybe 407 C
minutes when we heard .a very, highs | J OB )

pitched humming noige,” they laler said, .
n a stalement to Mol personnel. “The . ¥
do& kept. cocking her head o ond sidel
.and growling. It seemed impossibla lo?
icll from which direction, the noise was”
goming,-it seemed everywhere, I¢ lasted ¥
for maybe 10 to 15 seconds,  Vrhes veT
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From: _ Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room

See e ET0,76 + B0
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE - A

Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
(Fax) ‘

. E Our reference
‘ D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
5 November 1992

Your reference

I thought it would be useful if I wrote to confirm the points I made yesterday
vhen we spoke about the crash of a Lightning F6 aircraft, on 8 September 1970.

Folloving a number of approaches from researchers, who had heard stories that
this aircraft had crashed during an encounter with a UFO, I tracked down the
Aircraft Accident Report (AAR) for this particular crash. This document is
classified Restricted, as is the case for all AARs, and cannot therefore be
released. From my reading of this document I can tell you that the Lightning
vas taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise the night
shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of the
exercise, the targets involved vere Shackleton aircraft. The Lightning crashed
into the sea while attempting to intercept one of the Shackletons. There is no
indication of any unidentified target having been encountered, and no reason to

suggest that there is any sort of UFO incident in any way connected with this
tragic crash.

As I mentioned, I am trying to track down further papers relating to this
accident, in the hope that there will be an Unclassified Military Aircraft

~Accident Summary (MAAS), that I can release. GCiven the time that has elapsed
since the accident, there are no guarantees that I will be successful. I will
let you know what, if anything, I track down.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your own research.
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Director of JInvestigations

Mr.
Secretariat
Room
Ministry Of Defence,

Main Building,

Whithall,

London SW1A 2HB. 5. 11. 92.

Pleased find enclosed the newspaper articles on the strange
circumstances surrounding Capt. Schafer and his lightening aircraft,
call sign Foxtrot 94.

Air Staff)2a,

I would be grateful if you could answer the following questions from
the files in your possession. Obviously within the areas of your
permitted release instructions, although after 22 years I find it hard
to imagine what 1is still secret about the operation. Unless the
aircraft did have an encounter with a UFO.

1/ Why was an American pilot scrambled to intercept the object, when
English pilots were on duty at scramble readiness ready to fly
identical aircraft from the same base.

2/ Why was the 1lightening aircraft left in the water for such a long
period after crashing. Was there any fear of contamination from
whatever it had encountered,

3/ Why was the pilot ordered to ditch the aircraft when he told the
control that the aircraft was airworthy and had plenty of fuel.

4/ What where the findings of the enquiry into the the missing
pilot, particularly when the aircraft canopy was closed when
the aircraft was recovered and the ejector seat was still in
position.

QUEST INTERNATIONAL Published by Quest Publications Ltd.

14/




5/ What were the findings of the enquiry regarding the amazing speeds
of the UFO tracked on radar in excess of 20,000 mph.

6/ Where their any electro/magnetic abnormalities found when the
aircraft was examined.

I would be grateful for any answers you could let me have which would
throw some light on this incident.

Yours Sincerely.
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ing sense of

lights in the sky

UFOS over Humberside are
not just the experience of
fighter pilots  one
Bridlington mother is stil}
wving to make sense of what
<he saw 20 years ago.

After reading the Hall Daity
Mail's account of one of the
nost puzzling aviation
stories of the contury. Mrs
June Cooper recalled what
shosaw i 1970 and is
seeking others who might
also have seen something,
but who have kept quicet
until now.

In a two-part feature the
Mail locked at events leading
up to the final flight of o
flighter plane before it
ditched in the sea off
Flamborough Head.

Mrs Cooper was in her
Queensgate home one
September afternoon about
20 years ago while her four-
yvear-old son Grahame was
plaving in the garden.

He came rushing in and with

By Hull Daily Mail

NEWS REPONRTER

great excitement insisted
that his mum hurry out to
the garden to see the strange
objects in the sky.

Mrs Cooper said: “When |
got outside I could see bright
things in the sky. But it
wasn't until I got out my
binoculars and had a good
look that they became clear.
“Through the binoculars 1
could see six saucer-like
objects. They were silver
metallic with centres like the
Jet exhaust of a plane.

“I was even more amazed to
see yellow and orange
swirling flames inside the
centres.”

Just then Mrs Cooper's
telephone rang and she went
indoors to answer it. When
she got back to the garden
the objects had disappeared.
Mrs Cooper said: I told my
husband and family what |

had seen, but none of my
neighbours were home when
it happened and I didn't
mention it to them.

“It is not the sort of thing
that happens in Bridlington,
so 1 didn’t want anyone to
think I had imagined it.
“But I know what I saw. and
Grahame still remembers it
I couldn't wait to read the
papers next day and listen to
the news, but there was no
mention of anything out of
the ordinary having
happened in this area.”

Mrs Cooper's family forgot
the incident until she read
the Mail's story.

She added: “It brought it all
back to me and 1 could not
help wondering if the
incidents were connected.
“They both happened about
the same time. | would be
interested to know if anyone
else witnessed what 1 saw
that afternoon.”

Cash for community scheme§{

. GUARDIANS of two similarly-titled funds to
help rural arcas are hoping confusion

had remained unclaimed because
not know anything about the

3 surrounding them will be dispelled after a they existed.
shake-up. “From now on, t ommunity Council will
Humberside Community Chest and Hum- administgr funds. Both are aimed at

berside Economic Chest were administered by
the Community Council of Humberside and
Humberside County Council respectively.
After a meeting last week, the count
cil agreed to relinquish control o
;e Chest, in favour of the C unity Council,
i @ registered charity in Howden which
©tries to help rug; mmunities.
Y Mr Roger-Newton., project officer with the
ity Council of Humberside said very
Cn in the past, the funds in the two chests

community initiatives but the
omic Chest is more from community
enterprise, whereas the Community Chest is
more for social projects.

“From now on, both will be under one head-
ing and we will sort out from which pot a par-
ticular project may be funded.”

All district councils in Humberside con-
tribute to the Community Chest. Holderness
Borough Council has given £750 for the past
three years.

. . S )
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detailed look at the events
leading up to the ditching in
the North Sea of Lightning

from 5 Squadron at Binbrook
whose final flight is at the
centre of one of the most
puzzling aviation stories since
the war. Just what was it that
its pilot, American, William
Schafer, was sent to intercept
out over the North Sea 22
years ago and why was he
eventually ordered to ditch his
aircraft off Flamborough Head
rather than return to North
Lincolnshire? Now new
information has come to light.
Pat Otter, assistant editor of
the Mail’s sister paper, The
Grimsby Evening Telegraph,
reports.
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TONIGHT we start our two-part

Foxtrot 94, a single-seat fighter

had been ready on the flight line,

At last, the sensational true story behil

he chain of events which
led to the crash of
Lightning XS894 from 5
Squadron at RAF Binbrook
o and the disappearance of
its pilot began at 8.17.pm on the night of
September 8, 1970, in an isolated building
on the Shetland Islands.
Saxa Vord was one of the chain of radar
stations whose task it was to spot
unidentified aircraft approaching the
North Sea or the sensitive ‘Iceland gap’.
Remember, this was 1970 when the Cold
War was at its height and Russian long-
range aircraft made regular sorties into
the North Atlantic and along the British
coast to test the reaction of Nato fighters.
On this particular night, a radar operator
at Saxa Vord picked up the blip of an
unidentified aircraft over the North Sea
halfway between the Shetlands and
Alesund in Norway:
’Ilr‘lhe ctontatct was anonitored for several
inutes at a steady speed of 630mph, a
37,000ft holding altitude and on a goutht-
westerly heading. Then Saxa Vord noted
the contact was turning through 30
gegrgets tgoglead} dtlsle south. It increased
peed to 900mph (Mach 1. cli
e ot ph ( 25) and climbed
Following laid-down procedures, radar
controllers at Saxa Vord flashed a

- scramble message to the Quick Reaction

Alert Flight at the nearest Nato airfield

RAF Leuchars on the east coast of '

Scotland not far from Dundee:

There two Lightning interceptor\gig;vhich
{

L N et d'"']“-ulSt.

iy HAYO

(AW LHConang L pusilion ol thelr
tanker, a Victor K1A, the two fighters
were guided north by Saxa Vord. So far, it
was a routine scramble for what was then
assumed to be a Russian Bear or Badger,
the long-range reconnaisance aircraft
used to test the nerves of the Royal Air
Force.

But it was then that the radar plotters on
the Shetland Islands saw something on
their screens which they found impossible
to believe.

The contact they had been tracking at
speeds and altitudes consistent with
modern Russian warplanes, turned
through 180 degrees on a due north
heading and within seconds disappeared
off their screens. Later they calculated
that to do this its speed must have been in
the region of 17,400mph.

With the contact now gone, the Lightnings
were vectored south to rendezvous with
the tanker and remained airborne on
Combat Air Patrol.

uring the next hour, the
mystery contact
reappeared several times,
approaching from the
north. Each time the
Lightnings were sent north to intercept, it
turned and disappeared again.
By now two F4 Phantoms of the US Air
Force had been scrambled from the
American base at Keflavik in Iceland.
They had much more sophisticated radar
than the British Lightnings and were able
to pick up the mystery contact
themselves.
But when they, too, tried to get close
enough to identify what was by now
beginning to cause some alarm to Nato
commanders, they found they were just as
impotent as the Lightnings.
The alert had reached such a level that the
contact was being monitored by the
Ballistic Missile Early Warning Systemn at
Fylingdales Moor, near Whitby, along
with a second BMEWS in Greenland.
The information they were collecting was
relaved to the North American Air
Defence Command at Cheyenne Mountain
and the US Detection and Tracking Centre
at Colorado Springs.
In the meantime, the cat-and-mouse game
over the North Sea between the

Tomorrow:

screens.

The Lightnings were ordered to return to
Leuchars while the

Phantoms

instructed to carry out a
Combat Air Patrol to the
east of Iceland.

Then, at 21.39, rallar
controllers picked up the - Ryssian aircraft, had now
contact again. This time ’
its speed was
decelerating to 1,300mph
- almost the limit of both
the Lightnings and

- at a holding
altitude of 18,000ft. It was S ——
on a south-westerly

heading coming from the direction of the
Skagerrak, off the northern tip of

Phantoms

Denmark.

Two more Lightnings were scrambled
from Leuchars, and were ordered to
rendezvous with a Victor tanker and then
maintain a CAP on a 50-mile east-west
front, 200 miles north-cast of Aberdeen.

As a precaution, two further Lightnings
were ordered into the air from Coltishall
in Norfolk and, with another tanker, to

Revealed - what Capt Schafer e

Lightnings and Phantoms on one hand |
and the mystery contact, was still going
on. Then, at 21.05 after the fighters had
made yet another abortive attempt to get
close, the contact vanished off the radar

form a CAP 170 miles east of Gt
Yarmouth. The contact was som
between these two lines of supei
fighters. ;

While all this was going on, RAl
Fylingdales, which was in const
contact with NORAD at Cheyeni
Mountain, heard

# .
ominously, that t.

were

What had startedasa  strategic Air Cor
routine sighting of what  HQ at Omaha. N
; was ordering its :

was believed to be a bombers into the

was an order whi
only have come fr
highest level. Wh
started as a routi-
sighting of what +
believed to be a I
aircraft, had now
the White House

presumably, Pre:
Richard Nixon.

NORAD was told by officials at t
Pentagon that a USAF pilot of g1
experience was presently on an

visit with the RAF and was stati
Binbrook, the North Lincolnshi:
base a few miles from Grimsby.

Rapid inquiries were made and -
discovered the pilot was on the «
and was, by coincidence, ‘flight !
At around 21.45 a request was m}

reached the White House
and, presumably,
President Richard Nixon.



1

Il'iUL"_l; DAILY MAIL, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1992

.~ LOCAL NEWS 31

| the ditching of Lightning Foxtrot 94 in September, 1970
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a very high level within NORAD, through
Strike Command'’s UK headquarters at
High Wycombe, for RAF Binbrook to send
Captain William Schafer “if at all
possible” to join the QRA Lightnings
looking for the mystery contact.

By this time four Lightnings, two
Phantoms and three tankers were already
airborne and they were joined by a
Shackleton Mk3 from Kinloss, which was
ordered to patrol on a north-south
heading at 3,000ft, 10 miles out from the
east coast.

Binbrook’s QRA Lightnings were being
held in reserve but it was decided to send
out a single aircraft from the North
Lincolnshire airfield — flown by Capt
Schafer. The Americans wanted one of
their own at the sharp end when it came
to cornering the mystery contact.

t precisely six minutes
past 10 on the night of
September 8, 1970, a
single Lightning jet
fighter took off from RAF
Binbrook.
Ground crew on the flight line were
accustomed to Lightnings being
scrambled in a hurry at any time of night
or day. Binbrook. after all, was a front-
line fighter station and its aircraft shared

QRA - Quick Reaction Alert - duty with
other East Coast airfields to provide cover
should any unidentified aircraft appear
on the radar screens.
But there was something different about
this scramble. )
For a start, it was normal for QRA aircraft
to take off in pairs. Two aircraft were kept
at a state of instant readiness at all times
ready for just such an emergency. But on
this occasion only one aircraft took off.
And it wasn’t one of the QRA aircraft.
Then there was the manner of the take-off.
The pilot had raced out from the 5
Squadron crew room, adjacent to the
apron, and had climbed aboard while a
Lightning was in the process of being
refuelled.
He angrily waved away ground staff who
asked him to sign the appropriate form
required before all military alrcrat_t Jeave
the ground and ordered the refuelling
lines to be disengaged. .
And this was no ordinary pilot strapped
into the cockpit of the Mach 2 interceptor.
This was Captain William Schafer of the
United States Air Force, who was on his
second tour as an exchange pilot with tl_xe
RAF. Schafer was a vasily experienced jet
fighter pilot with combat time behind him
in Vietnam. He had been at Binbrook for
some time and his wife was living on the
base with him.
No pre-flight checks were made and, as
bemused ground crew looked on, the
Lightning taxied out to the end of the
runway. turned and immediately took oft,
using reheat to gain speed and height

hil

INUL U OUt - a0 GNP U gaster o
is fast becoming one of the great
aviation puzzles of recent times.

Early the following morning XS894
ditched in the sea off Flamborough
Head. The ditching was witnessed by
the crew of a Shackleton reconnaisance
aircraft. Flares were spotted by the
Grimsby trawler Ross Kestrel as
reported in the Hull Daily Mail. But no
trace of Captain Schafer was ever
found. ’

More than a month later the wreckage
of the aircraft was found on the sea bed
by Royal Navy divers. Despite carlier
reports to the contrary, the cockpit was
empty and the canopy closed. Captain
Schafer had vanished. Completely and
utterly.

Later the aircraft was recovered and
taken, unusually, to RAF Binbrook.
There it was kept under wraps in the
corner of a hangar.

When a team from the MoD's Crash
Investigation Branch arrived from
Farnborough they were permitted to
spend only a very brief time examining -
the wreckage of XS894. What they did
discover disturbed them. And what
happened later disturbed them even
more.

first came across the

mysterious story of XS894 six

years ago. An outline of the

story was related to me by

Barry Halpenny, an aviation
enthusiast and author who lived at the
time in Market Rasen, who was
researching for a book on aviation
mysteries at the time.

He suggested I dig out the cuttings on
the crash and look further into it.
There was more to the story of XS894 .
than met the eye, he told me.

[ anticipated difficulties in
investigating a 16-year-old ditching !
incident in the North Sea, but not on

the scale I was to encounter over the
next few weeks.

Normally helpful press contacts at the f
Ministry of Defence responded initially §:
by promising to help. but then became I
very reticent. !
Similar inquiries to the United States ]
embassy and to the US Air Force at !
Alconbury proved also to be dead-ends. i

i

Calls were not returned. Contacts were
unavailable.

At this stage I enlisted the aid of Bob
Bryant, then Northcliffe Newspapers’
aviation correspondent and a man with
close links with both the RAF and USAF.
Bob was to spend weeks checking out a
story he found more intriguing by the
hour. He paid numerous visits to the
Ministry of Defence and spent hours on
the telephone to contacts in the United
States. But everywhere he heard the
ominous sound of doors being slammed.
He finally admitted defeat. But Bob was
absolutely certain there was an official
blanket of secrecy over the events
surrounding the crash of that Lightning’s
in the North Sea all those years ago.
Barry Halpenny finally published an
abridged version of the story in a book
which appeared in September, 1988.
Subsequently we were contacted by two
former airmen who had both been at
Binbrook at the time and added further
fuel to the mystery by recalling their own
memories of that night.

t was a story which puzzled and

intrigued readers. But, perhaps

most interestingly of all, it was a

story which grabbed the

attention of a man spending 10
days in a Cleethorpes guest house. )
Sixteen years earlier he had been one of
the crash investigators who went to

Binbrook to examine the remains of
XSW894. He was so puzzled by what he
saw and the treatment the investigation
team received that he was determined to
get to the bottom of the mystery once and
for all. .

ow, four years on, he
believes he has peeled
back a little bit more of
the mystery
surrounding X$894 and
the disappearance of Captain Shafner.
I now have a copy of his account of what
he believes happened that night. Some has
come from his dogged investigations.
Some from official documents he has
obtained. And some, most tellingly, from
what he maintains is a transcript of the
final conversations between Captain
Schafer, a radar controller at Staxton
Wold, near Scarborough, and the crew of
the Shackleton which witnessed the
crash.
This is the story we are going to tell
tomorrow. The information in it is quite
remarkable.

_Our source has to remain anonymous and

we cannot corroborate all the information
in his report. What information we can 1s
certainly in line with the results of mv
own inquiries four years ago.

All we ask you to do is to read our
stories carefully - and make up your
own mind.

B S L i

SKIPTON
THE

NUMBER ONE
FOR SAVERS!

—

\{EAGA\NE\

| S

Money Observer's quarterly survey, as-reported in the

October issue of the magazine, once again nominates Skipton

Building Society the all-round "Best Buy” for in‘vestors.

It's the second time in just over twelve months that

we've taken the number one slot, a clear demonstration of our
P

long term commitment to 6ffering high rates, across all our

savings products, to all our investors, large and small.

For full details of our outstanding investment accounts
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PAT OTTER

NATO forces were being brought up to full alert by a
mystery object picked up on radar over the North Sea. At
first it appeared to be yet another Russian aircraft out to test
the reflexes of Allied air forces. But then the object began
behaving in a way which baffled radar controllers. Nuclear
bombers in the United States were ordered into the air while
the Pentagon decided that its man-on-the-spot, an
experienced Vietnam veteran then on an exchange visit with
the RAF at Binbrook, should take a look. Pat Otter
concludes the story of the last flight of Foxtrot 94.

aptain William
Schafer was sitting
in the crew room of
5 Squadron when
the call came from
High Wycombe.
The room overlooked the apron
where a line of silver-finish
Lightnings stood, illuminated by
the high-intensity sodium lighting.
The crew room itself was sparsely
furnished, with ageing chairs
which had seen better days, a bar
which dispensed nothing stronger
than black Nescafe, and walls
adorned with plaques and
photographs donated by visiting
RAF and overseas air force units.
Schafer-was still in his flying suit,
after returning earlier that evening
froin a training sortie in ane of L
squadron’s aircraft. He is
remembered by those at Binbrook
as a small, powerfully-built man
who loved to fly the single-seat
Lightnings, so different from the
new generation of sophisticated
aircraft then starting to come into
service in the USAF.
When the call came, Schafer was
helped into the remainder of his
flying gear by other 5 Squadron
aircrew, went out through the door,
turned right and raced across the
apron.
Two Lightnings in the line-up were
virtually ready for flight. One,
XS8894, was in the process of having
its fuel tanks topped up and was
already connected to a power
starter.
Schafer climbed the steep ladder,
hauled himself into the cockpit,
strapped in and started the engines.
He waved aside the ground crew,
who were expected to help carry
out the standard pre-flight checks,
ordered the refuelling to stop and
failed to sign the regulation form
signifying he was happy with the
aircraft.
It was armed with two Red Top air-
to-air missiles, one of which was
live and the other a dummy, and

ok DALY MAR, THURIDAY, SIFTEMBEN 10,

Huntgoes VCIO pilot’s wife |-
on lor ‘I
crashed :

waits and hopes

o a

fighter -

FLASHBACK to the Hull Daily Mail on
Wednesday, September 9, 1970, and a
report of how hopes were fading of
finding Amercian pilot Capt W Schafer
following an intensive search.

A - TR S > ]

enough 30mm cannon shells for a
six-second burst.

One of the men on the ground crew
at the time was Brian Mann of
Grimsby, who was driving one of
the fuel bowsers. He remembers
XS89 being refuelled at a rate of
150 gallons a minute when suddenly
the engines started. “The windows
on the tanker almost went in. I
panicked, took the hoses off and got
out of the way,” he was to say later.
Mr Mann remembered Schafer
disregarding the ground marshal,
who was the eyes and ears of the
pilot on the ground; as he swung
the Lightning round. “His actions
were unorthodox to say the least,”
he said.

At 22.06 XS894 blasted off from
Binbrook’s main \
runway into the
night sky. Thos¢ on
the ground saw it

£ | don't feel 100

It’s like bobbing up and down
and going from side to side
slowly. It may be the power
source. There’s no sign of
ballistics.

Staxton: Is there any sign of
occupation? Quer.

Schafer: Negative, nothing.
Staxton: Can you assess the rate
wl?

Schafer: Contact in descent
gentle. Am going with it ..... 50ft
..... no about 70ft ..... it’s levelled
out agin.

Staxton: Is the ball object still with
it? Over.

Schafer: Affirmative. It’s not
actually connected ..... maybe a
magnetic attraction
to the conical shape.
There’s @ haze of
light. Ye'ow ..... it

s,

S

disappear with a good. | can’t within that haze.
sheet of flame from ; ait a second, it's
its twin tail pipes as think what has turning ..... coming
Schafer used reheat. happened ..... [ straight for me .....

It turned over the . . am taking evasive
Wolds and the last feel kinda dlzzy action ..... afew..... I
they saw was its | can see can hardl.....
navigation lights — °"**" . Staxton? 94? Come in
heading out towards shooting stars.d 94 Foxtrot 94, are you
the North Sea. —————— | €C€1VINg? Over. Comne

By now the mystery
contact which had led to five
Lightnings, two Phantoms, three
tankers and a Shackleton being
scrambled over the North Sea was
being tracked by radar controllers
at Staxton Wold, which stands on
high ground overlooking
Scarborough.
The contact was flying parallel to
the east coast 90 miles east of
Whitby at 530mph at 6,100ft — an
ideal course for an interception by
a Binbrook Lightning.
What follows next is drawn from
what we have been told is the
official transcript of the
conversation which took place
between Schafer and the radar
station at Staxton Wold.
Schafer: I have visual contact,
repeat visual contact. Quver.
Staxton: Can you identify aircraft
type?
Schafer: Negative, nothing
recognisable, no clear outlines.
There is ..... bluish light. Hell,
that’s bright ..... very bright.
Staxton: Are your instruments
Sfunctioning, 94? Check compass.
Quer.

‘ Schafer: Affirmative, GCI. I'm

alongside it now, maybe 600ft
off my ..... It’s a conical shape.
Jeeze, that's bright, it hurts my
eyes to look at it for more than a
few seconds.

Staxton: How close are you now?

Schafer: About 400ft, he's still in
my three o’clock. Hey wuit .....
there’s something else. It'’s like a
large soccer ball ..... it's like 't's
made of glass.

Staxton: Is it part of the object or
independent? Quer.

Schafer: It ..... no, it's separate
Srom the main body ..... the
conical shape ..... it's at the back
end, the sharp end of the shape.

in 94. Quer.
Just as the controller at Staxton
Wold lost contact with Captain
Schafer, a radar operator, who had
been tracking the Lightning and the
mystery object it had intercepted,
watched in disbelief.
The two blips on the screen,
representing the fighter and its
quarry, slowly merged into one,
decelerated rapidly from over
500mph until they became
stationary 6,000ft above the North
Sea 140 miles out off Alnwick.
What exactly happened inside the
ground control centre at Staxton is
open to conjecture. But our
information is that one suggestion
was the two Lightnings then on
Combat Air Patrol off the Scottish
coast should be sent south
immediately but it was overruled
by the senior fighter controller,
who continued to try to re-establish
contact with Captain Schafer in
Foxtrot 94.
Two-and-a-half-minutes after the
single blip on the radar screen
came to a halt it started to move
again, accelerating rapidly to
600mph and climbing to 9,000ft,
heading south back towards
Staxton.
Shortly afterwards, the single blip
separated into two, one
maintaining its southerly heading,
somewhat crratically, at between
600 and 630.mph and descending
slowly, the other turning through
180 degrees to head north-westerly
and vanishing at a speed later
caleulated to be around 20,400mph.
While all this was going on, a
Shackleton MR3, which had been
on patrol off the Firth of Forth, was
ordered south to hold station
around Flamborough Head.
Then, Staxton Wold re-established
contact with Captain Schafer.
Schafer: GCI ..... are you
receiving? Qver.

‘In yesterday’s Mail we revealed how an unidentified flying object evaded 'fgh

il

Staxton: Affirmative 94. Loud and
clear. What is your condition?
Qver.

Schafer: Not too good. I can’t
think what has happened ..... 1
feel kinda dizzy ..... I can see
shooting stars.

Staxton: Can you see your
instruments? Over.

Schafer: Affirmative, but, er .....
the compass is u/s.....

Staxton: Foxtrot 94, turn 043
degrees. Quer.

Schafer: Er... all directional
instruments are out, repeat u/s.
Qver.

Staxton: Roger 94, execute right
turn, estimate quarter turn. Over.

Schafer: Turning now.
Staxton: Come further. 94. That's
good. Is your altimeter
Sunctioning? Over.

Schafer: Affirmative, GCI.
Staxton: Descend to 3.500f1. Over.
Schafer: Roger, GCI.

Staxton: What's vour fuel state, 94?
Quer.

Schafer: About thirty per cent,
GCl.

Staxton: That's what we
calculated. Can you tell us what
happened, 947 Quer.

Schafer: I don’t know. It came in
close...... I shut my eyes ..... I
figure I must’ve blacked out for
a few seconds.

Staxton: OK 94. Standby.

At this stage the Shackleton arrived
over Flamborough Head and began
circling before XS894 was vectored
into the area by the Staxton
controllers.

Schafer: Can you bring me in,
GCI? Over.

Staxton: Er ..... Hold station, 94.

Over.
Several minutes then elapsed as
Schafer was left to circle the
Flamborough area along with the
Shackleton.
In the meantime. Strike Command
HQ at High Wycombe had
instructed Staxton Wold to request
Schafer ditch his Lightning oft
Flamborough.
Although he had plenty ofifuel to
reach either nearbyileconfield or
his home base of Binbrook, it
appears the-réason for High
Wycombe’s decision was a fear that
the Lightning had somehow become |,
contaminated during its mystery tl
interception over the North Sea.
It may well be that the fear was that
the aircraft had suffered radiation
contamination although some
weeks later, when the wreckage
was examined at Binbrook, there
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aircraft. Today,
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we reveal what happened when contact was finally

bright

next day but there were no
transmissions from the beacons
carried by the pilot and on board
the aircraft and the official reports
say no distress flares were seen.
However, the following day it was
reported flares had been seen about
10 miles offshore and the Grimsby
trawler Ross Kestrel, which was
passing through the Flamborough
area, had gone to investigate but,
even though more flares were seen,
she found nothing.

It was also reported that Captain
Schafer’s wife was at Binbrook
waiting for news of her husband.
But the Ministry of Defence were
doubtful whether there would be
any good news for her. “I don’t
think he got out of the plane,” a
spokesman told a reporter. “No
wreckage has been found.”

hree weeks later it
was reported that
the fuselage of the
aircraft had been
located on the
seabed and noted that the ejector
seat was still intact “giving rise to
the belief that the body of the pilot
is still in the wreckage.” '
On October 7, it was reported that
divers from HMS Keddleston had
inspected the wreckage and said
Captain Schafer’s body was still in
the cockpit.
When the wreckage of XS894 was
finally lifted from the sea bed some
Jar crashes i ae Nosow wea o

those days were R mystery “1 XSH%H
relatively common and . goes cold. Well,
much of the wreckage & About five almost.

found its way into
Grimsby where often
photographers were on
hand to record the
event. But not with
XS894.

LOCAL NEWS _ 25,

minutes later the
eastern sky lit up
rather like sheet

serving at Binbrook at the time,
told us in 1988 that he recalled
seeing an official report on the
crash which suggested that the seat
was faulty and this was why
Captain Schafer failed to eject.
Brian McConnell, a former sergeant
at Binbrook, said the cartridge on
the seat had failed to fire because of
fanlty installation. However, this is
very much at odds with the eye-
witness account of the Shackleton
crew who saw the canopy raised.
Had any attempt been made to fire
it, it would have been blown off. It
also seems to conflict with the
account we have been given of the
order from Staxton Wold to Captain
Schafer to ditch his aircraft rather
than attempt to return to Binbrook
or land at Leconfield, only a few
minutes’ flying time from
Flamborough. And, remember,
Schafer has told his ground
controllers that XS894 was still
handling “fine” and he had plenty
of fuel left. During the few hours
the investigators were allowed to
examine the aircraft, they
themselves were constantly
supervised by five civilians, two of
them Americans.

At the end of the day the
investigation team was told curtly
that as nothing useful had been
discovered, their job was over.

The following day they were all
called into the main office at
Farnborough and told in no
uncertain terms they were not to
discuss any aspgct of the ditching of

emim e
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There is just one
further item of
information
available. On the
night of September
8, 1970, a couple and

lightning, only it
took about 10
seconds to die

their daughter were
walking their dog
along the coastal

It was also cor-mon
practice for wrecked
aircraft to be taken to

o trace of contamination by
ing other than salt water.

ton; Foxtrot 94. Can you ditch
-aft? Qver.

1fer: She’s handling fine. I
bring her in. Over.

‘ton: Negative, 94. I repeat, can
ditch aircraft? Quer.

1fer: Yeah ..... I guess.
ton: Standby 94. Over. Oscar

tight one.

Jver.

Skleton: 77. ‘ The canopy's up

ton:94is e she’s floating

thg- Ca,r(riyou OK ..... can’'t see
) 4 .

s Dver the pilot. We

ckleton: need a chopper

rmative GCL. out here, GClI.

r.'- e T
16n: Thanks 77.
dby. H, execute

No, no sign of
! the pilot. Where
ung procedure al - the hell is he? )

~discretion. Quver.
- |
1fer: :

sending now, GCI. Over.
en six and seven minutes

:lapsed.
ckleton: He's down, GCIL.
of a splash ..... he’s down in

piece though. Over.
ton: Can vou see the pilot yet?

Shackleton: Negative. We're
going round again, pulling a

Two minutes later:

Shackleton: The canopy’s up
she’s floating OK ..... can't see
the pilot. We need a chopper out
here, GCI. No, no sign of the
pilot. Where the hell is he?

Staxton: You sure he’s not in the
water, 77? Check your

SABRE receptions.
Over. (Note: SABRE
was the search and

rescue beacon carried

by all RAF aircrew).

Shackleton: No
SABRE yet. No
flares, either. Hang
on. We're going
round again.

Another two minutes
elapsed.

Shackleton: GCI.
Over.

Staxton: GCI. Over.

Shackleton: This is odd, GCL
She’s sinking fast but ..... the
canopy’s closed up again. QOver.
Staxton: Can you confirm pilot
clear of aircraft? Over.
Shackleton: He’s not in it, we
can confirm that. He must be in
the water somewhere.

ILLUSTRATION: Geoff Woolston

Staxton: Any distress signals or
flares yet? Quer.

Shackleton: Negative, GCI.
Going round again. QOver.

Ninety seconds later the crew of the
Shackleton were back in contact.

Shackleton: She’s sunk, GCI.
There's a slight wake where she
was. Still no sign of the pilot. 1
say again, GCI, we need a
chopper here fast. Over.

Staxton: A Whirlwind’s on the way
from Leconfield. Are you positive
you saw no sign of the pilot? Over.

Shackleton: Nothing GCI. The
first pass we assumed he was
unstrapping. He must have got
out as we went round for a
second pass..... but why shut the
canopy? Over.

Staxton: That'’s what we were
thinking. Maintain patrol 77, he
must be there somewhere. Over.

Shackleton: Roger, GCI. Over.

Shortly afterwards the search and
rescue Whirlwind from nearby
Leconfield arrived on the scenc and
began a systematic search of the
ditching area. The aircraft were
shortly joined by lifeboats from
Bridlington, Flamborough and
Filey as the weather began to
deteriorate.

The search continued well into the

the MoD’s Crash
Investigation Branch at
Farnborough where
detailed examinations
were carried out in an attempt to
find the cause of accidents. But this
didn't happen with X5984.

Instead, the remains of the aircraft,
which was in remarkably good
condition, were taken to Binbrook
where it was placed behind shutters
in the far corner of a hangar.

A team from Farnborough arrived
one wet winter’s day at Binbrook in
the belief that they were about to
start a detailed investigation
which, in turn, would lead to the
preparation of a report on the
incident to the Ministry of Defence,
the report being used as the basis
for an eventual inquiry into the loss
of Lightning XS894. But they were
in for a surprise.

They were astonished to find many
of the cockpit instruments missing.
These included the 2B compass,
voltmeter, stand-by direction
indicator, stand-by inverter
indicator and the complete
auxiliary warning panel from the
starboard side of the cockpit.

This was a serious breach of
regulations and, although the
investigation team was promised
the instruments would be returned
shortly, they never were.

The ejector seat also seemed to be
‘wrong’ and there was a suspicion
later among the investigators that
it was not the one fitted to the
aircraft when XS894 took off from
Binbrook on its final flight. They
were even given an assurance by
the OC of 5 Squadron that the seat
had not been tampered with. But
some of the investigators were not
convinced. )
Interestingly, the reader, who was

down again.

path at Alnmouth
Bay,
Northumberland -
almost opposite the
point over the North Sea where
Schafer made his interception -
when they saw and heard
something strange.

“We had been walking for maybe 10
minutes when we heard a very
high-pitched humming noise,” they
later said in a statement to MoD
personnel. “It seemed impossible to
tell from which direction the noise
was coming, it seemed everywhere.
It lasted for maybe 10 to 15 seconds.
“About five minutes later the
eastern sky lit up rather like sheet
lightning, only it took about 10
seconds to die down again.

Over the following three minutes
this happened many times, but the
‘lightning’ was only visible for a
second or two at a time. It appeared
very similar to the Northern
Lights. The whole spectacle was
completely silent.

“After two or three minutes there
was another flare-up of ‘sheet
lightning’.

This was followed by that awful
shrill sensation, only this time it
was worse. You could actually fecl
your ears ringing.”

The family called in at the local
police station to report what they
had seen and heard. Their’s was
one of many similar reports that
night to both the police and the
RAF at nearby Boulmer.

The time and the location fit in
exactly with events going on 60
miles south at Staxton Wold and
they could have been watching
some kind of natural phenomena.
Or there could be another
explanation. What do you think?
Y v
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE See s E76 4 E70 ,£55
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone . (Direct Dialling)
{Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date
2 November 1992

Your letter dated 20 October to RAF West Drayton, in which you asked about the
crash of an RAF Lightning on 8 September 1970, has been passed to this office.

I have done some research into the loss of the aircraft, and have discovered
that it was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise
the night shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of
the exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. The Lightning
crashed into the sea while attempting to intercept one of the Shackletons.
There is no indication of any "unidentified aircraft" having been encountered,
and no reason to suggest that there is any sort of UFO incident in any way
connected with this tragic crash.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.

Xm‘f g;p\(t’/f(/{w
/
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Date: 20.10.62.
Dear 8ir,

1 wonder could you help me with some information. ] am attempting to research
an incident that took place on September 8, 1970.

The incident in question involved an RAF Lightaing jet from RAR Binbrook
piloted by Captain. Villiam Schafner. The aircraft, XS894, a Lightning F6, was
Foxtrot 94 on the evening in question.

On ¢hz evezing iz question (Duoiober &, 1970% unfortunataly the aircraft piloted
by Captain Schafer mshed after being ‘ordered’ to intercept an "unidentiffed
aircraft® picked up on radar by Saza Vord amongst cthers. A number of uther
aircraft were also involved as well as other defence aetabnahaants,

I would therefore like to request any and m' data that ‘yqu have om this
particular incident. ' :

Yours Sincerely,

et e e L iwmemee s ok
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, _ Secretariat(Air Staff)Za, Room F4

See olsc F 76 )
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE -+ E%0  F45 '
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB 7

Telephone (Direct Dialling)
(Switchboard)
{Fax)

Your reference

- Our reference
D/Sec(AS)12/3
Date S
21 October 1992

Thank you for your letter dated 15 October in which you asked if we had any
material relating to an alleged UFO incident that occurred during 1970.

Regrettably, if we had received a UFO report, the appropriate file would by now
have been archived, and sent to the Public Record Office, where it would be
covered by the 30 year rule, and not be available for viewing until 30 years
after the last action was taken. Although it does not help in this instance,
you will wish to be aware that all UFO reports (even if they were made by
pilots) should be submitted to this office. I have certainly not heard this
story before, and have come across no references to any such incident.

Vhile we do not have a UFO report, I have been able to trace‘information
relating to the loss of the Lightning aircraft. The aircraft concerned vas
taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise the night
shadoving and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of the
exercise, the targets involved vere Shackleton aircraft. There is no indication
of any UFO sighting having occurred, and no indication of any unusual or high

speed contact.

€9

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.

| Yours 57n66’0§ ,

e
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15/10/92

Having been directed to you as one who deals with UFO reports I wonder
if you can help with my enquiry.

My enquiry concerns a UFO sighted and tracked by the RAF during 1970.
The details are as follows:

At 20.17 on the night of September 8th 1970 radar operators at Saxa
Vord picked up an unidentifed target travelling south west. Thinking
this was an ordinary intrusion by Russian 'planes they scrambled two
Lightnings from RAF Leuchars. As the 'planes were vectored onto the
target in accelerated to approx 17,400 mph and vanished from the
screen. Hardly the speed of anything flying at the time, I'm sure you
will agree. Two F4 Phantoms were then scrambled from the USAF base at
Keflavik in Iceland. These also failed to locate the target, despite
having radar contact.

Eventually a Lightning was scrambled from RAF Binbrook in Lincolnshire
and vectored onto the target by radar controllers at RAF Staxton Wold.
The Lightning, number XS894, left Binbrook at 22,06 and managed a
visual contact with the object, now off the Yorkshire coast. The
Lightning pilot described the object as a UFO, being too bright to
look at easily and of a conical shape. As he closed on the object it
turned toward him and all radio contact was lost. The Lightning was
later found on the sea bed of Flamborough Head.

As the details of time, place etc are so specific perhaps you could
let me know anything else which exists on file about this case. If
perhaps the information would be elsewhere as the UFO sighting was
made by a pilot then perhaps you could forward me the name and address
of the correct person to approach. I look forward to receiving your
reply and hopefully further details about thls fascinating, and
obviously well-documented case.
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have been very helpfull {o me.You wz?l probably reczll from my file,
that T am &
the RAF and

o7 10,92

i
On several occes lcns,A§% 3 nd

former PR I/0C oD (Ra®, )I gtill take & profound interest in

it's raserves xn whlch I served for many years.

urrently,I am seeking information which has confused
o

me for many years.Now thet a*t Wegt political relations have "ezged”
according o general informaﬁion,perh g you could give me lots of informstis
on the Lightning Interceptor Fighter No.XS894,+hich took off from '

RAF ¥inbrock during 19707 It was piloted by en duerican Captein by the

name of Schafiner or Shefner,He wes on exchange from *he USAF;or verhans

secen&mwnﬁ.i would

a
it somstime,Actually,l vasuely recall ihe occurance

Ui ,f.!

o write a bit about

P T

vut haé¢ nothing to say about it.The month was-Sepiexmber. Ferhaps you could
nleo gsive me a USAF addéress in that I way obtain another view of 41?7

T am slso sgeking information on waich <AP siation itrained
eir gumers during the second year of %the Xorean zr (Emerfency)Vaybe it
wegs the one near 37acknool srhich was also a Driver's School:Vestan?

Finally.Could you plsase tell me which RAF squadror weni to
Korea and Japanislsc what type of 3ombers/Pighters it hadé. mat was its home
haze,also the Japanese and Xorean bases?l &m 2lso leoxing For some sircrew

i

names,nalnly pilotsi;gunners and Wireless COperators.

Yo last corresponded during Pebh,1990.,Ref:D/AHB(RAR)B/1,

I am now 63 ycars of age,but I wish I was young ernougi to enlist with AHB.
Such History would put me in my natural slement.Cne dzy,l may want to know
about the early W1 signals system,and the radio zeis which were used,but

that may come later as "enough is enough” for voth of us.] am willing to

pay for the research of information,Thank you for your past help.

-

purs ginceraly.

ANB3, RAF.,
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G.: O LIGHTNING+(CATA, CATS)?

5UB4Q, :REPG  XSa%47?
SARTEDR BYy . »

ICENTIFICATION

ACC IDENT caTs
cesepTo TIME: 2142
LIGHTNING Fé&

5 gan

CL: AIRCREW FACTOR

AGC. NO. @ 700034

USN: BINVI\N7O

TAIL NO. . XSue4
FINBRAOK

SAFETY EMERGENCY EQUIP

DATES: 70 %

SUMMARY

2ALIN OUSTW. Joew duralifg. Dureng exarcise, TACEVAL.

During an invarcagsion, Law *lying.

At nighe. L7OFE. GAK

Ejection 3eak, Parzs Jakached. Distraction. aAiversft flew inta ground. Ejection
asandanment

THE SGUADRON COMMANGER CLEARED THE PILOT TQ PARTICIPATE IN THE TaCEvVAL.,
THEREFORE, N TWE BEL{EF THAT HE WOULD NOT BE INVOLVED IN A SHADOWING OR
SHEPHERDING MISSIIN, GARNOWM T THE STATION AND SQUADRON, THE TACEVAL TEAM
HAD JUST CHANGED THE ZXERCISE SCENARID FROM NORMAL IMTERCEPTIONS TD
INTERCEPTICN, QR SHADOWING OR SHEPHERDING DN SLON SPEED LOW FLYIMG TARGETS.
THE TARGETS WERE SHACULETIM ANG FLYIME AT L&0 KNOTS, AND AT THE MINIMuM
AUTHORI3ED FELGHT OF (5900 FEET AS SPECIFIED IN GROUP DRDERS. THE PILOT TOOK
OFF AND WAS STILL UMAUARE OF THE TYPE OR HEIGHT OF KIS TARGET, HE WAS TOLD
TO ACLELERATE THWARDS THE TARCET WHICH WAS 28 NMS AWAY, AT 20392, THE PILOT
ACKNOWLEDSET INSTIUETIONS, ME WAS DIVEMN VAR IS ALTERATIONS TO HEADING
UNTIL ME AMMCUMCZED THAT HE WAS IM COMTACT WITH LIGHTS auT WOULD HAVE 10O
MANDENMVRE TU SUTW DOWN, WIS VITICE SCUNDED BTRAINED AS THOUGH HE WAS
AFTECTED Y ’67. AT 20417 THE aC WAR SEEN BY THE OTHER LIGHTMING PILOT, WHO
HAD LAY SROJEN AWAY FROM THE TARGET, TQ BE ABOUT 2, 000 YARDS ABTERN AND
00 T LLaue # ABOVE THE SHAUKLETOM, INM A PORT TURN. THE SHACKLETON CREW
THEM SAW THE AN, APPARENTLY VERY LOW. WHEM aT 2040z THE L.IGHTMING PILOT
FALED TC AUBNHCHLEDOE IMSTRUCTIONS, HE INSTITUTED EMERGENCY PRICEDURES,
HOWEYER, HE ESPEUIENCED DIFFLCULTY IM MAKING CONTACT WITH THE GHACKLETON
BECAUEE HE 00D MUGT HAVE [(MIMEZIATE ACCESS TO 243.0 MHI. AN IMMEDIATE AIR
EARCH 3Y THE TARGET SHACKLETON, AND SUBSEGUENT ATRASEA BEARCH THE
FOLLOWIN OAY  FATLED Y0 BDETECT AMY TRACE OF THE ANC OR PILOT. FROM
CALCULATLING PROVIDED TY THRE 391 AND EXPERT SOURCES. A SEARCH 8Y & RN
MINEIWEZRIZ "LOCATED” THE WRECKAGE, MEARLY 2 MONTHS LATER, THE A\C WAS IN A
UOMPLETE 3TATE EXCERT THAT THE PORT WING HAD HROKEM OFF AND BUCKLED UNDER THE
FUSELPAGE, oMD IOME FUSELACE PANFLS UERE MISSING THE COCAPIT CANOPY WAS
ATTACHED JUT 0T CSULIEED AND THERE HAS MO SICN OF THE PILAT. EXAMINATION QF
THE WRELAANT FHOWES THAT THE WG HAD STRUCK THE SEa AT a4 LOW SPEED. IM A
TALL -DCUM ATTITUDL WITH A 4(MIMAL RATE OF DESCENT. IT APPEARED TO HAVE
PLANED 3N THE SURFACE. AND COME TO/REST COMPARATIVELY SLOWLY. BOTH
TROTTULAS WERL (0 THE REMEAT GATES, THERE wWaZ A NOBE-UJP TRIM OF & DEGS,
ING HAS UP. FLAPG DOWM AND AIRANAKES DUT. THERE WAS MY FIGN OF FIRE OR
SUPLAGION aMD EXPEOT EXAMINATION REVEALED NO INDICATION THAT THE ANG WASZ
ATHER  THAM SERVICEADBLE AT {PACT, +THE 30ARD CONCLUDED THAY A COMBINATION -
OF & BIFFICLLT TAGK IM RUSHED CIACUMSTANCES aND LACK OF TRAINING IN THE LOW
SPEED VISIDENT WD SHEPHERDIMG TECMNIGUES, LED T0 A SITUATION WHERE THE
PLAT TAILED 10 cERHTOR THE HEISHT OF HIS S\e WHILST SUMWING DOWM AND
AL IS WD TADGET, ML THAT HE HAD IMADVERTENTLY FLOWN HIS A\C INTO THE
TR THT A TLIT AR ATTEMPTED TRRIENOUER THE SITUATION 3Y SELESTING REREAT.
VAl FALLED T TAKE EFFEIT, MITHY THE AN TAlL SRIMMING OM THE WATER.
Satrie yoaun,

Alswrew avwvar,

LentrLnusary auonnes,

UNCLASSIFIED
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Q. - @ LIGHTNING»(LATS, CATSY? DATES:
L witbs

BUBG :REPG XSB9X?
SORTED. BY:

g

SN

IDENTIFICAT tOM

ACCIUENT CATS ACC. NO. . 20:00%4 BUMMARY JOOMTD

QHSEPTO . TIME: 21424 USM: BINAIWW\TO Prabahly waint,

LIGHTNING F& TAIL NO. . XS894 Lac o aF 3hill.

9 3GN BINGROOK inana-quaia ordars ov hriading,

CL.: AFRCREW FACTOR“ SAFETY EMERGEMCY £RUTIR Teror of skoll,
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Lxghtmng F6 XS894

5 Squadron-
8 September 1970
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- limitation on his operational status was due to his need for further 'krainmg in.

ROYAL AIR FORCE .
ATIRCRAFT ACCIDENT REPORT

. Date: , 8 September 1970

Adrorafi: ' Ligh‘kning ¥k F6 XS 894

Crew: ‘ . One .

Bortie: Tactical E'v'alua.ﬁian Ekemise ~ N:I.ght L
Shadowing and Shepher&ing of Low Spee& A
Targets :

Cagualties: One killed ‘

Alreraft Demage: Category 5 ~

Unit: Fo 5 Squadron, RAF Binbrook

t Glroumstances - -

1. ¥o 5 Sguadron was participating {in s Strike Command ‘.I‘a.o’c:!.oal Evglugtion
(Taceval) exercise gt RAF Binbrook. The pilot of the sccident aiveraft was a

E'SAF exchange office:: whose experience included two tours of duty on USAF F102

_all weather flsiz'ber airora.ft» . He had accumilated 121 hours on Ligh‘hning

a.!.:r:craft, of which 18 were at night, and had obiainsd z Green Tnstrument Ra‘ting.

training and dual fiying tactical and weapons checks on the Iaigh‘iming The -

meximm effective use of the Lighining weapons system and heea:ase he had not

yet met the requirvement for full vigident misgions, he had completed only two oi‘

the specified three phases of preparation. In consequence at his. stage of
training at the time of the sccident he would only have been cleared for
shadowing and shepherding tasks with the target in full vimusl cortact. The
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H

Squadron Commander cleared the pilot to participate in the Taneval, therefors,

in the belief that he would not be involved in & shadowing or ehepherding
miasitm4 .

-
3

2. On the day of the accident the Pilot was ordered to his aircraft at 18342 :

bours, and, after waiting on readiness, was scrambled at 19472 hours. He

started taxying, however his scramble wag cancelled and he was ordared. back to
disperaa‘.*.. On return he ordered fuel only and no ‘tumround Bem«:ing. Accordi:g .
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o standing instmuetions the engineer officer on duty ordered g full turmround.

Tha turnround was delayed, and during this delay the pilot was warmed that he

‘"’ would be scrambled as soon as he was ready. He asked the grounderew %o expedite ’

# the furnround, however, before it was completed he called for engine giarting, -

fa.i.led to slgn the servicing certificate and fexled out at 20257 hours. A4s he
en%ered the mmnway the metal tummund 'bOaré'. and sbbached serviecing cer«ifzca.te
fall off the alroraft, ;‘}i'

‘3. Unknown 4o the station and squadron, the Taceval team had Just changed the -’

-

exeroise meenario from normal interceptmns %o interception, or shadowing or :
ghepherding on slow speed low flying targets. The 'ha_.gets were Shackleton
airoraft flying ot 160 knots, and at the min mmm a,utnorised heig:n‘h of 1500 feet

&g specified in Group Orders. The minimum epeed for Ligh’cz:u’.ng siveraft for

" vigident practices is 200 knots, which was not specified as an order, but was

" referred %o in the Lightning squadron training sylla‘tms The gyllgbus made no
refarence o shadowing or shepher&mg techniques. - Sha&owi:ug and ghepherding are

P ey o

| MRS and was glven in & ghort space of time, the QRH, and he.mght of target (135002

: however included in the war task of Lightning squadmns and, tl'zx.zs, were

'theo::emeauy subject to Taceval. -

;76%111 wnaware of the type or height of his target, Ee was handed over to the

_ | £t), and a ghadowing task with tewget speed of 160 knots. He was told %o
' accelerate townrds the target which was 28 nms away. At 20392, the pilot
acknowledged instructlions to asccelerate to 0,95M to effect a rapld tzke over
‘ from another Lightning, this in a tone of mzz;aivise. Ee was given v;zricmé
| alterations to heading until he amounced that he was in contact with lights but
© would have %o manoeuvre to slow down; his voice sounded strained as though he was
. affected by 'G'. At 20408 the MES broadeast that the Comtroller was being

- changed; at this time the Lighining was turning port at about 220 knots. At
. 20414'5 the aircraft was seen by the other Lightning pilot, who hed just broken .

away from the target, tp be at about 2,000 yards astern and 500 to 1,000 feet
‘above the Shackleton, in @ port twrm. The Shackleton crew then saw the alreraft,
 apparently very low. The MRS Chief Controller had sppreciated that this was a

difficult inferceptlion, and had monitored the latter stages very closely. Yhen

at 20422 the Li,gﬂa‘bning pilot failed to acknowledge inatruotions, he institute&
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4. ' The pilot took off &t 20302 and was ordered 'téA climb to FL 100; he was ~ =
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‘emergency procedurses, hwever, he experienced dn.fflcul‘hy in mslcing contact with
,the Shaokleton because he did not have immediate access $0 243.0 Mhz An -
- 'izmediste air seavch by the target Shackleton, and subsequent air/sea searoh the ' |
1following day, failed to debech smy brace of he aireraft or pilot ‘

: Detemnaticn of Causes “ A o | fé'
t- + '5. Pron caloulations provided by the Board of Inquiry and expert sources; &
! 'sesrcn by a EN minesweeper "loegted" the wreckage nearly 2 momths later, The
ai:araﬁ was in a complete state except that the port wing hed broken off and
*buckle& under the fuselage, and some i‘uaelage panels were missing, The cockpi{;
. canopy was attached but not closed and there was no sign of the pilot. .
Exenination of the wreckage showed that the alzcraft had siruck the mea at a low -
spee&, in g tail-down attitude with g ninimal rate of- descent T4 ‘appeared to "
he.ve planed on the surface and come to mest compa.mtively slowly. ‘Both throt‘bleaf

“were in the rehest gates, there was =z noge—up irim of g° » undercarriage was up,
: flaps down and airbrakes out. There was no sign of fire or explesion and expert -
axaanimticn ref?ealed 1o :.ndic:a.’sz.cn that the gircraft was otner “I:I:an servioaable

. a‘b‘ impact,

e T ':'6.' The ejection seat lower handle had been pulled to the full ertent élic%ed
by the interrupter link on the main gun sear. The cenopy gun sear bsd been -
- withdrawn, but the canopy gun cavtridge had received only a light percussion
' gtrike and had not fired. The canopy had been released by the normal operating
- lever, the harmess QEB was undone, the PEC discomected and the PSP lanyard had
. been releaged from the life preserver and was lying tangled in the cockpit.

7. The Board concluded that a combination of a difficult task in rushed
oircumstances and lask of training in the low speed vigident and shepberding
~ technigues, led to & situatlion where the pilot failed to monitor the height of
" his alroraft whilst slowing down and acquiring his target, and that he had
A inadveﬁently flown his alrcraft inte the sea. The pilot had attempted to i
recover the gituation ‘bg selecting rehoat, which falled to take effect, with the
aj.rcra.ft tail skimming on the water. He had then initisted an ejection which
was unsucceasful because of the inberruption of the sequence by the failure of
. the canopy to jettison., He then marually sbandoned the sircraft but because he ;
f has not been found, he was presumed to have drowned during or ’%yfﬁer hig escape. !
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‘8, The light pémussion strike on the canopy gun cartridée occurred because of }
s negligent servicing, in that the firing unit was incorrsctly sezted becaunse of
257 damaged sorvew threads. , E
; . . , §
91-, _ The Board made s ymmber of reconmendations relating to :I.noonsis’cencies ad
omissions in orders, instructions and the training syllsbus, concerning low speed
viaiaen s and the shadowing and shepherding techniques. They also made ;i :
Iecomenda"cions congerning the access of MESs to emergency f::eauenciea, and for. |
remaﬁial action oconscerning Lighining canopy eject:.on guns. o

. ~ b
' Remarks of the iy Officer Gcmmding—-in—»ﬁhiaf R ' o
+10. The A0C-in-C stated that in common with' so meny’ a.ccidants, ﬁhis aoc.i&en’c ha.d .
'no single root canse, snd he agreed with the Board's conclugions, He said that
+ the pilot made an error of judgment in sllowing his aircraft +o gaﬁ Into a P
- position from which he was unable to recover. Because of mitigating cirmmatances,

hd.s error was exc¢ugeable,

-':'11. The E.Od—in-—c*isfcdméz‘z’ss‘ on the Board?s recommendations are oovez:e& below. 7 ;
sSubsequen‘bAction o ' T T
~3.2. The Board®s recommendation concering access to the emergency radio frequency
t by the MBS was not accepted by the A00-in-C, who stated that ERSs already have ; 3
the facility Yo selsct 243.0 Mhz although they do not normally monitor it. EHe

‘ considered that the allocation of a safety frequency for use amng all peacetime
", exercises had more merit.

e b s am

. 13. The hitherto undetected weazlmess in training for the iden‘kiﬁcaticn,
- shadowing and shepherding of low altitude, low speed targets, have been rectified

_ a8 followa: .
& No 1l (Fighter) Group Air Staff Orders now specify & minimum speed for :
visident targeis, and minimum target speeds and heights for shedewing and
-ghepherding operat%ans by day and night, ‘
b,  New tactics have been devised and publighed in the Lightning Tactics
Manual,
¢,  thadowing and shepherding tasks have been included in the Anrmaal
Training Syllabus for Lightning Squadrons,
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E : oan be established rapidly in any emergency situstion. i
DRI - ; Lo
< :,:" i ) N / . . i‘ ’
éf ¥ o114, Servieing Drocedures for the inspection, re-srming and servieing of canopy.’:
k—: | fizing units have.been amended, N ‘
. i - h : ' ’ § :
115, ALl ejeotion seat firing units of g type similar 5 that which prevented
" ejection in this asccident have been inspec’cfg‘:d for Sl@s of&mage. '
126, e design of the canopy firing unit has been exanined. Mo chamge will be
. made, however, the Design Authority has been made aware of the failure for
- conglderation in future designg, P -
. 17, The deficiencies ‘revealed by the change of comtroller at the MBS and the
: over~-rapid attempt %o effect the cbs.ngepvez: of the intemepting elrorafty have s
" "7 Deen dramn to the attention of the MRs. T
i 18, The effect of the false soramble and the interrupted ‘Eumotmd in prodneing i ;‘ :
f conditions of stress, has been drawn to the attention of ell 11 G.:cup Stationg, ‘
1 ' : - b
f 19. The deficiencies in Planning, and ligison with the station operations gtaff |
' concexming the change of exercise soeng;io? have been investigated with the MRS
. &nd Taceval Team.
| 20, Fegligenoe in the fitting of the canopy jettison firing ualt could mot be -
i - attributed to any specific person. The Corporal who was respensible for A
: servicing the unit wagy found excusably negligent. No diseiplinary getion wag
| ‘baken against him becauge of the involvement of other persomel, the lack of
clear servicing ins%ma%ions and guidance on the acceptable degree of burring of
© the screw threads, the lack of evidence that he had caused the dsmage to the ;
 threads, and becsuse he did mot finally £i the unit to the jettison gun. p
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. 4 Pilots of aireraft under GOI control mush mow mead back’ altimeter
' gettings befors ﬁesceﬁding to low level, _ §

t e. A ralio safety frequency is allocated for all' exerciseg, !
f. During a11 pertinent exercises, & target radio frequenc&: Plan will be :
erailable so that tw way commmication betwoen the MES and bemget alveraft i i
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' JPS(RAF) Cense Coding o L | L
;21. Main Cause Group: ‘Aircrew Error. ) : :
b vrdls ' : : o ‘ ‘
| 122, Codess  690.6 -. Inadequate orders. CEE
t - ‘ 330.5 Bervicing error. - S s
e 47043 Inexperience onlaircraft type. - '

‘ ' Ti6.4 Rushed operation, : fs ‘ { Ll

,‘ ¥ 410.9 - ]}istractmn. ; o

2 540 Error of skill (failed to momitor altitude é.uring S

. low level exercise at night) - MAIN
232.12 Ejection seat; miscellanecus (eznopy firi:ag -ani'h} '
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: % 72 Alr Commodors
: olc June 19 : Director of
: ' See Distribution List. : Flight Safety (RAF)
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