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UFO file release August 2009
Note: the contents of this file discuss the allegations that UFOs were involved in the death of USAF exchange pilot Capt William Shaffner during a tactical exercise with the RAF over the North Sea in September 1970.
The contents duplicate MoD papers released in earlier tranches of UFO files, October 2008 and March 2009.
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1 04 Air Clues

EVERYTHING 
YOU READ!

An article was carried in the Grimsby Evening 
Telegraph recently; it consisted of a full page 
spread on 2 consecutive days itnd concerned the 
loss of Lightning F6 XS894 on 8 Sep 70, flown by a 
USAF exchange pilot, Capt Schaffner. These are 
some extracts from those pages:

Headline: MYSTERY OF A JET AND ITS 20,400MPH 
"TARGET’

The aircraft, XS894, disappeared into what is fast becom- 
ing one of the greatest aviation puzzles of all time. The 
ditching was witnessed by the crew of a Shackleton air- 
craft but no trace of Cap,t Schaffner was ever found. More 
than a month later the wreckage was found by RN divers. 
The cockpit was empty and the canopy closed.

On this particular night, a radar operator at Saxa Vord 
picked up an unidentified aircraft between the Shetlands 
and Norway flying at 630mph at 37,OOOft. It increased 
speed to 900mph and climbed to 44,OOOft and QRA at 
Leuchars was scrambled. The contact then turned 
through 180 degrees and disappeared from the screens. Its 
speed was estimated in the region of 17,400mph. During 
the next hour, the mystery contact reappeared several 
times.

The contact was being monitored by the Ballistic Missile 
Early Warning System at Fylingdales and the informa- 
tion was being relayed to the North American Air 
Defence (NORAD) Command at Cheyenne Mountain. 
Strategic Air Command HQ at Omaha ordered its B52 
bombers into the air. A request was made from a high 
level within NORAD, through HQ STC, for RAF 
Binbrook to send Capt Schaffner to join the Lightnings 
looking for the mystery contact. By now, the contact was 
flying parallel to the East Coast 90 miles east of Whitby 
at 530mph at 6,100ft - an ideal interception by a 
Binbrook Lightning. What follows is drawn from what I 
have been told is the official transcript of the conversation

between Schaffner and Staxton Wold:

Schaffner: There is ... blueish light. Very bright. It’s 
a conical shape. It’s like a large soccer ball. It’s like 
it’s made of glass. Contact in descent. About 70ft... 
it’s levelled out again. It’s turning, coming straight 
for me, am taking evasive action, I can hard!.....
Staxton: 94? Come in 94, are you receiving.

A radar operator who had been tracking the Lightning 
and the mystery object watched in disbelief. The 2 blips 
merged into one, decelerating rapidly from over 500mph 
until they became stationary 6,OOOft over the North Sea 
140 miles out from Alnwick. Shortly afterwards the sin- 
gle blip separated into 2, one maintaining its southerly 
heading at 600mph, the other turning to head north-west 
and vanishing at a. speed later calculated to be aroUlld 
20,400mph. While all this was going on a Shackleton was 
ordered to hold station around Flamborough Head. Then 
Staxton Wold re-established contact with Capt Schaffner.

Staxton: 94 what is your condition?

Schaffner: Not too goad, I feel kinda dizzy. I can see 
shooting stars. The compass is useless, can you 
bring me in GCl?

Staxton: Er... Hold station, 94 over.

HQ STC had instructed Staxton Wold to request 
Schaffner to ditch his Lightning off Flamborough. It 
appears the reason for the decision to ditch was a fear that 
the Lightning had somehow become "contaminated" dur- 
ing its mystery interception over the North Sea. The 
Shackleton watched the Lightning ditch and called for a 
helicopter. The crew noticed the canopy up but could not 
see the pilot. On their next pass, they called that the air- 
craft was sinking fast but the canopy had been closed 
again. The search for the pilot involved the Shackleton, a 
Whirlwind from Leconfield and several lifeboats but the 
pilot was not found. On 7 Oct 70, divers from HMS 
Keddleston inspected the wreckage and said that Capt 
Schaffner’s body was still in the cockpit. But when the 
wreckage was brought to the surface, there was no trace 
of Capt Schaffner. Just an empty cockpit.

The wreckage was taken in some secrecy to RAF 
Binbrook. The ejector seat seemed to be "wrong" and 
there was a suspicion among the investigators that it was 
not the one fitted to the aircraft when it took off. At the 
end of the day the investigation team was told that as 
nothing useful had been discovered, their job was over. 
They were all called into the main office at Farnborough 
and told in no uncertain terms that they were not to dis- 
cuss any aspect of the ditching. The reason was simple - 
national security.
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THE FATAL FLIGHT OF 
FOXTROT 94

Saxa Vord was one of a chain of 
British radar stations who’s task 
was to scan the skies and guard 

against intrusion from unidentified air- 
craft approaching from the North Sea or 
the sensitive ’Iceland Gap’. The year was 
1970 when the cold war was at its height 
with Russian aircraft making regular flights 
into the North Atlantic to test reaction 
from NATO fighters.

At 8. 17pm. on the night of September 8th 
1970, a radar operator at Saxa Vord 
picked up a contact of an unidentified 
aircraft over the North Sea between the 
Shetlands and Norway.

The contact was monitored for several 
minutes at a steady speed of 630mph at 
37,OOOft on a south-westerly heading. 
The contact was then seen to turn 30 
degrees to head due south with its speed 
increasing to 900mph and its altitude 
lifting to 44,OOOft.

In accordance with normal procedure Saxa 
Vord flashed a message to the quick- 
reactionllight at RAF Leuchers on the 
east coast of Scotland. Two Lightning 
intercepters were scrambled within min- 
utes and headed out across the North Sea. 
So far it had been a routine scramble, but 
it was then that the radar plotters on the 
Shetland Isles saw something on their 
screens which left them amazed. The 
contact which had been travelling at speeds 
consistent with Russian warplanes had 
turned through 180 degrees and within 
seconds had disappeared from the screens. 
Later they calculated the speed of the 
object at 17,400mph. ’

I’AGE4

During the next hour the mystery contact 
reappeared several times, and each time t:e 
Lightnings were sent to investigate, but the 
object turned and disappeared again.

At 9.39pm radar controllers picked up the 
contact again. This time its speed was 
decelerating to 1,300mph which was al- 
most the limit of the Lightnings and Phan- 
toms. It was at this time holding an altitude 
of 18,OOOft and heading southwest, off the 
northern tip of Denmark.

By this time two F4 Phantoms of the US Air 
Force had been scrambled from Keflavik in 
Iceland and with their sophisticated radar 
were able to track the intruder themselves. 
As they attempted to close on the object they 
found that they had no more success than the 
Lightnings.

Two more Lightnings were scrambled 
from RAF Leuchars to patrol northeast of 
Aberdeen and a further two from RAF 
Coltishall in Norfolk. The contact was 
now between these two lines of fighters. 
While this was taking place, Fylingdales 
were informed that Strategic Air Com- 
mand HQ at Omaha, Nebraska, was or- 
dering its B52 bombers into the air.

The cat and mouse game was now causing 
alarm to NATO commanders. The alert had 
reached such a level that the contact was 
being. monitored by the Ballistic Missile 
Early Warning station at Fylingdales, also 
with a second BMEWS in Greenland. The . 
North American 
Air Defence Net- 
work at Cheyenne 
Mountain and the 
US Detection and 
Tracking Centre at 
Colorado Springs 
also became in- 
volved in the inci- 
dent.

The order could have only come from the

During this time the 
Lightnings and 
Phantoms made re- 
peated attempts to 
get close to the ob- 
ject, but as they 
approached it dis- 
appeared off the 
radar screens. 
Eventually the 
Lightnings were or- 
dered back to base 
whilst the Phantoms 
continued to patrol.
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highest level. What had started as a rou- 
tine sighting of a Russian aircraft had now 
reached the White House and presum- 
ably President Richard Nixon.

At this time NORAD was informed that a 
US pilot of great experience was presently 
on an exchange visit with the RAF at 
Binbrook, the north Lincolnshire fighter 
base near Grimsby. Enquires were made 
and it was discovered that the pilot was on 
station, and by coincidence, ’Flight Avail- 
able’.

out one aircraft, flown by Captain 
Schaffner. The Americans wanted one of 
their own men present when the object was 
eventually cornered.

Captain Schaffner was sitting in the crew 
room of 5 Squadron when the call came . 
from High Wycombe. Schaffner was still 
in his flying suit, after returning earlier 
that evening from a training sorti~ in one 
of the squadron’s aircraft. When the call 
came Schaffner ran out of the building 
acrossthe runway towards two Lightnings 
whiclj. were standing virtually

One of the men on the ground crew at the 
time was Brian Mann of Grimsby, who 
was driving one of the fuel bowsers. He 
remembers XS894 being refuelled at a 
rate of 150 gallons per minute, when 
suddenly the aircraft engines started. He 
said, "The windows of the tanker almost 
went in, I took off the hoses and got out 
of the way." Mr. Mann remembered 
Captain Schaffner disregarding the ground 
marshal, who was the eyes and ears of the 
pilot on the ground, as he swung the 
Lightning round.

ONE OF THE LIGHTNINGS FROM THE ILL-FATED SQUADRON. 
COURTESY: GRIMSBYEVENING TELEGRAPH

At 9.45pm a request was made from the 
highest level within NORAD through 
Strike Command’s UK Headquarters at 
High Wycombe, for RAF Binbrook to 
send Captain William Schaffner to join 

. the 
. 
Lightnings search for the mystery 

object. By this time four Lightnings, two 
Phantoms and three tankers were already 
airborne and they were joined by a 
Shackleton from Kinloss which was or- 
dered to patrol on a north-southheading at 
3,000ft 10 miles from the east coast.

Binbrook’s QRA Lightnings were being 
held in reserve but it was decided to send
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ready for flight. One XS894, was in the 
process of having its fuel tanks topped up.’ 
Schaffner climbed the ladder into the air- 
craft and hauled himself into the cockpit. 
He waved aside the ground crews who were 
expected to carry our pre-flight checks, 
ordered the refuelling to stop and failed to 
sign the regulation form stating that he was 
happy with the aircraft.

The aircraft was armed with two Red Top 
air-to-air missiles, one was armed, the 
other a dummy. The aircraft’s guns had 
enough 30mm canon shells for a six-second 
burst.

At 10.06pm the aircraft blasted off 
Binbrook’s runway into the night sky. 
Those on the ground saw it disappear with 
a sheet of flame from its twin tail pipes as 
it headed out over the North Sea.

By now the mystery contact which had 
lead to five Lightnings, two Phantoms, 
three tankers and a Shackleton being scram- 
bled was being tracked by radar control- 
lers at Staxton Wold, which stands on 
high ground overlooking Scarborough. 
The contact was flying parallel to the east 
coast 90 miles east of Whitby, at a speed 
of 530mph and an altitude of 6, 100ft.
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What follows next is drawn from informa- 
tion given to the Grimsby Evening Tel- 
egraph newspaper who broke the story 
and was reported as being an official 
transcript of the conversation between 
Captain Schaffner and the radar station at 
Staxton Wold.

Schaffner: I have visual contact, repeat 
visual contact. Over.

Staxton: Can you identifY aircraft type?

Schaffner: N gative, nothing recognis- 
able, no clear’ outlines. There is bluish

Staxton: Is it part of the object or independ- 
ent? Over.

Schaffner: Negative, nothing.

Staxton: Can you assess the rate...?

Schaffner: Contact in descent, gentle. Am 
going with it... 50 no about 70... it’s lev- 
elled out again.

StaxOOn: Is the ball object still with it. Over.

Schaffner: Affirmative. It’s not actually 
connected... maybe a magnetic attraction to

North Sea.

Two and a half minutes after the blip came 
to a halt it started accelerating rapidly to 
600mph and climbing to 9000ft, heading 
south towards Staxton.

Shortly afterwards, the single blip sepa- 
rated into two. One maintaining it’s south- 
erly heading, somewhat erratically, at 
about 600mph and descending slowly, the 
other turning through 180 degrees to head 
north westerly and vanishing at a speed 
later calculated to be around 20,4oomph.

light. HeIl that’s bright... very bright.

Staxton: Are your instruments function- 
ing 94. Check compass. Over.

Schaffner: ~ffirmative, Gel I’m along 
side of it now, maybe 600ft off my... It’s 
.a conical shape,jeeze that’s bright, it hurts 
my eyes to look at it for more than a few 
seconds.

Staxton: How close are you now?

Schaffner: About 400ft he’s still in my 
three o’clock. Hey wait... there’s some- 
thing else. It’s like a large soccer balL.. 
It’s like it’s made of glass.

PAGE 6

the conical shape. There’s a haze of light 
Ye’ow... it’s within that haze. Wait a sec- 
ond, it’s turning... coming straight for me... 
shit... am taking evasive action... a few... 
I can hardly...

Staxton: Come in 94. Foxtrot 94 are you 
receiving? Over, come in.

As the controIler lost contact with Captain 
Schaffner, a radar operator who had been 
tracking the Lightning and the mystery 
object watched in amazement. The two 
blips on the screen representing the aircraft 
and it’s quarry, slowly merged into one. 
Decelerating rapidly from 500mph until 
they became stationary 6000ft above the

At this time a Shackleton which had been 
on patrol off the Firth of Forth was or- 
dered to hold station around Flamborough 
Head. Then Staxton Wold re-established 
contact with Captain Schaffner.

Schaffner: Gel... are you receiving? 
Over.

Staxton: Affirmative 94, loud and clear. 
What is your condition?

Schaffner: Not too good. I can’t think 
what has happened... I feel kind of dizzy... 
I can see shooting stars.

StaxOOn: Can you see you instruments? 
Over.

UFO MAGAZINE>> V !1I No 4



Schaffner: Affirmative, buter... the com- 
pass is u/s...

Staxton: Foxtrot 94, turn 043 degrees. 
Over.

Schaffner: Er... all directional instru- 
ments are out. Repeat u/s. Over.

Swton: Roger 94, execute right turn, 
estimate quarter turn. Over.

Schaffner: Turning now.

Staxton: Come further 94. That’s good, is 
your altimeter functioning? Over.

Schaffner: Affirmative Gel.
Staxton: Descend to 3 ,500ft. 
Over. ~

Schaffner: Roger GCI.
Staxton: WbaC s your fuel state 
94? Over.

Schaffner: About 30 per cent GCI.
Swton: That’s what we calcu- 
lated. Can you tell us what 
happened 94?

Schaffner: I don’t know, it 
came inclose... Ishutmyeyes... 
I figure I must have blacked out 
for a few seconds.

Swton: OK 94. Standby.

At this time the Shackleton ar- 
rived over Flamborough and 
began circling before XS894 
was vectored intCl the area by 
Staxton controllers.

Staxton: 94 is ditching. Can you maintain a 
wide circuit? Over.

Shackleton: Affirmative Gel. Over.
Swton: Thanks 77. Standby 94 execute 
ditching procedure at your discretion. Over.

Schaffner: Descending now, Gel. Over.
A period of six to seven minutes elapsed 
without contact, then suddenly.

A further two minutes elapsed.

Shackleton: Gel. Over.
Swton: Receiving you 77. Over.

Shackletol: This is odd GCI, she’s 
sinking fast, but the canopy’s closed again.

Swton: Can you confirm the pilot clear 
of the aircraft?

Shackleton: He’s not in it. We can con- 
Shackleton: He’s down Gel. Hell of a firm that. He must be in the water some- 
splash... he’s down in one piece though. < where. 
Over.

Schaffner: Can you bring me in Gel?

Staxton: Er... Hold station, 94. Over... 
Foxtrot 94 can you ditch the aircraft? 
Over.

Schaffner: She’s handling fine. I can 
bring her in. Over.

Swton: Negative 94. I repeat, can you 
ditch the aircraft? Over.

Schaffner: Yeah... I guess.

Swton: Standby 94. Over. Oscar 77. 
Over.

Shackleton 77: Receiving. Over.
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Swton: Any distress signals 
or flares? Over.

Shackleton: Negative Gel, 
we’re going round again. Over.

A short time later theShackIeton 
was back in contact with Staxton 
Wold.

Shackleton: She’s sunk GCI, 
there’s a slight wake where she 
was, stilI no sign of the pilot. I 
say again GCI, we need a 
chopper fast. Over.

Staxton: A whirlwind’s on it’s 
way from Leconfield, are you 
positive you saw no sign of the 
pilot. Over.

Shackleton: Nothing GCI. The 
first pass we assumed he was 
un-strapping. He must have 
got out as we went round for 
the second pass, but why shut 
the canopy? Over.

Swton: That’s what we were 
thinking. Maintain patrol 77, he must be 

Swton: Can you seethe pilot yet? Over. out there somewhere.

Shackleton: Negative, were going round 
again, pulling a tight one. Over.

Two minutes elapsed.

Shackleton: The canopy’s up... she’s float- 
ing OK... can’t see the pilot, we need a 
chopper out here GCI. No sign of the pilot, 
where the hell is he?

~wton: You sure he’s not in the water? 
Check your SABRE receptions. Over. (Note: 
Sabre was the search and rescue beacon 
carried by all RAF aircrew)

Shackleton: No SABRE yet, no flares 
either. Hang on we’re going round again.

Shackleton: Roger GCI.
A short time later the search and rescue 
helicopter arrived and a systematic search 
of the area began. Lifeboats from 
Bridlington, Filey and Flam borough ar- 
rived and joined in the search as the 
weather began to deteriorate. The search 
continued overnight and into the next day, 
without success and without receiving any 
transmissions from the beacons carried by 
the pilot and no distress flares were seen at 
any time.

The following day the Evening Telegraph 
reported that flares had been seen about 10 
miles off shore and the Grimsby trawler
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Ross Kestrel which had been in the area 
had gone to investigate, but found noth- 
ing. 

.

The missing pilot was not found and at that 
time no wreckage from the .aircraft had 
been located. Three weeks later the 
Evening Telegraph reported that the fu- 
selage of the aircraft had been located on 
the sea-bed and quoted that the ejector 
seat was still in the aircraft giving rise to 
the belief that the body of the pilot was still 
in the aircraft.

On October 7th, divers from HMS 
Kiddleston inspected the wreckage and 
said that Captain Schaffner’s body was 
still in the cockpit. But that was the start 
of the biggest mystery of all. When the 
aircraft was brought to the surface and 
returned to Binbrook, there was no trace 
of Captain Schaffner, the cockpit was 
empty.

The wreckage was eventually lifted from 
the sea some five miles from Flamborough 
Head and transported in some secrecy to 
RAP Binbrook.

Air crashes in the N rth Sea in those days 
were relatively common and much of the 
wreckage found its way into Grimsby 
where the Evening Telegraph 
reporters were on hand 
to record the event, 
but not with 
XS894.

It was also common practice for crashed 
aircraft to be taken to the MoD Crash 
Investigation Branch at Faroborough where 
detailed examination took place in an at- 
tempt to find the cause of accidents, but this 
didn’t happen with XS894. Instead, the 
remains of the aircraft, which were in good 
condition, were taken straight to Binbrook 
where it was placed behind shutters in a 
hangar at the far corner of the base.
The Accident Investigation team from Faro 
borough arrived at Binbrook in the belief 
that they were about to start a detailed. 
investigation, one which would lead to a 
report to the Ministry of Defence to assist 
with the eventual board of enquiry, but they 
were in for a surprise.

They were amazed to find that many of the 
cockpit instruments were missing. These 
included the E2B compass, voltmeter, 
standby direction indicator, standby inverter 
indicator and the complete auxiliary warn- 
ing panel from the starboard side of the 
cockpit, below the voltmeter. This was a 
serious breach of regulations and although 
the investigation team were told the instru- 
ments would be returned shortly, they never 
were.

The investigators found there was a 
revolting fusty smell in the 

cockpit while the whole 
aircraft still had 

a slimy feel

PAG!!B

to it following its ’month’s immersion in 
the North Sea.

The ejector seat also seemed to be ’wrong’ , 
and there was a suspicion that it was not 
the original one fitted to the aircraft when 
it had taken off on its last flight from 
Binbrook. They wer~ given assurances by 
the officer commanding 5 Squadron that 
the seat had not been tampered with, but 
some of the investigators were not con- 
vinced.

Brian McConnell, a former sergeant who 
was serving at Binbr k at the time of the 
incident, said that the cartridge on the seat 
had failed because of faulty installation, 
but this contradicted the story of the 
Shackleton crew who stated that they had 
seen the cockpit open. Had any attempt 
been made to fire the ejector seat, the 
cockpit canopy would have blown off. It 
also comes into conflict with the order 
Captain Schaffner received instructing 
him to ditch his aircraft, even though he 
stated that the Lightning was still handling 
fine with plenty of fuel left.

When the accident investigators were 
eventually allowed to examine the plane, 
they were constantly supervised by five 
civilians, two of whom were Americans. 
After a few hours, the investigators were 
told that as nothing useful had been found, 
Utheir job was over."
The following day, they were summoned 
to the main office at Farnborough and told 
in no uncertain terms that they were not to 
discuss any aspect. of the ditching of 
XS894, even with their own families. The 
reason given? UNational Security."

No further information has been forth- 
coming and the investigation file is still 
classified. When we recently contacted 
the Ministry of Defence, we were in- 
formed that the incident had been an 
unfortunate accident and that there was 
nothing relat to UFOs being involved.

Enquiries were made through our own 
channels and we were informed that the 
aircraft had eventually been taken to 
Kirkland Air Force Base in America. 
When questioned about this, the Ministry 
of Defence spokesman said that this was 
quite possible and not unusual because the 
pilot of the aircraft had been American. 
This in no way inferred that the MoD were 
adII)itting that the aircraft had been sent to 
America.

When the story first appeared in the 
Grlmsb] Evening Tel!graph, Pat Otter,
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the Editor and author of the story was 
amazed by the response he received from 
the public. He was contacted by a member 
of the accident investigation team who 
had been sent to examine the aircraft, (he 
related the earlier account).

People came forward who reported that 
they had personally witnessed UFOs in 
the area on the date of the incident. Two 
pilots who had been flying Lightnings on 
the night of the incident came forward and 
gave their own account of the incident.

i 

They were. ,Mike Streten, a former 5 
Squadron CO, and Furz Lloyd, a very 
experienced Lightning pilot.

airborne early warning Shackleton from 8 
Squadron based at Lossiemouth. A crew 
member reported that he had last seen the 
navigation lights of the Lightning passing to 
the rear and below his aircraft. The Light- 
ning pilot, Capt. William Schaffner was an 
experienced USAF pilot who had recently 
joined 5 Squadron. Immediately following 
the pilot’s failure to acknowledge radio 
transmissions from both the Shackleton and 
ground control a search was initiated.

"No trace was found and the immediate 
search was called of( for the night. The 
following morning, a (comprehensive search 
was mounted, but no wreckage, oil slicks or 
other tell tale signs of the missing pilot were 
found. It was not until two months later that

"From my own flying experience night 
flying over the North Sea, with stars above 
and lights offishing boats below, disorien- 
tation affected all pilots from time to time.

"The evidence indicated that Capt. 
Schaffner had most likely suffered from 
this since the only way the aircraft would 
have hit the sea without breaking up was 
from hitting it at a slow speed and at a very 
shallow glance angle, most probably plan- 
ing over it as he rapidly decelerated. It is 
a matter of fact that the only way the 
canopy could be opened and remain with 
the aircraft was if the aircraft was doing 
less than 150 Knots or so. Therefore the 
most likely situation that the pilot found 
himself in was the nightmare of having hit

Mike Streten stated:

"On the night of the loss of Foxtrot 94, 
September 8th 1970. I was night flying 
with 23 Squadron, based at Leuchars. I 
remember the initial report of the loss of 
the aircraft well; at that stage I only knew 
that the pilot was missing and I knew that 
Binbrook was undergoing its annual Tac- 
tical Evaluation. The immediate facts we 
were able to glean on that fateful night 
were that the pilot had been shadowing an

UFO MAGAZINE>> Vol II No 4

a Royal Navy mine sweeper found the 
aircraft virtually intact at the bottom of the 
sea. :

"I remember the reports on the aircraft 
well, the aircraft was effectively in one 
piece. What was very unusual, however, 

...was that the canopy was still attached to the 
aircraft and all the ejector seat straps and the 
seat dinghy were still in the aircraft. There 
was no trace of the pilot whatsoever.

the sea while trying to recover from slow 
speed situation.

"With the aircraft on the sea and sinking 
rapidly, the quickest way out would have 
been to open the canopy, unstrap and 
disconnect the seat dinghy lanyard thereby 
relying on the life jacket for floatation and 
subsequently for the manual activation of 
the SABRE emergency beacon (contained

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30

, PAGE 9



Around the time of the incident involv- 
ing XS894 many reports of UFOs were 
being received by the local police and 
coast guards in the Bridlington area. The 
following are two such reports. Mrs. Jill 
Cooper of Bridlington informed me that 
she remembers her sighting as if it had 
been yesterday.

"She stated that 20 years ago she had been 
working in her kitchen when her four- 
year-old son who was playing in the back 
garden, came running into the house very 
excited insisting that she go out into the 
garden to see the strange objects in the 
sky. She said: ’When 1 got outSide 1 could 
see bright things in the sky, but it wasn’t 
until I got my binoculars that I could see 
six saucer-shaped objects. They were me- 
tallic silver in colour and at the centre of 
each of them were orange swirling flames. ’ 
She stated that each of the objects were 
approximately three inches in diameter at 
arms length. She estimates that she was no 
more than half-a-mile from the hovering 
objects. She watched them for approxi- 
mately five minutes, but returned into the 
house to answer the telephone.On the 
night of September 8th 1970, a couple and 
their daughter were waking their dog 
along a coastal path at Almouth 
Bay,Northumberland.

ALIENS IN ENGLAND 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

overhead and we all turned our heads. On 
turning to see more of this A vebury 
apparition we found it had vanished, 
though there was nowhere for it to have 
gone! [FIG. 4]

"This was almost opposite the point over 
the North Sea where Schaffner made his 
interception, when they saw and heard 
something strange:

’We had been walkingfor approximately 10 
minutes when we heard a high pitched 
humming noise. ’ "They later told the MoD

personnel... ’The dog kept cocking lier head 
to one side and growling. It seemed impos- 
sible to tell from which direction the noise 
was coming, it seemed everywhere. It lasted 
for about 10 - 15 seconds.
’Aboutfive minutes later the eastern sky lit 
up rather like sheet lightning, only it took

A ’SUIT OF MANY COLOURS’

One afternoon in May 1973, about 4.00pm, 
a girl named Fay, aged seven, together with 
a young boy, claimed to have seen a seven- 
foot tall figure wearing a green tunic and 
red collar. The figure also had a yellow 
pointed hat with knob and antennae and was 
holding what looked a microphone. The 

incident occurred 
close to disused 
Sandown Airport on 
the Isle of Wight. The 
figure then disap- 
peared close to an old 
hut.

"
UFO MAGAZINe>> Vol II No 4

TRIANGULAR 
ALIENS?

Julian Garside, then 
sixteen years of age, 
was driven home from 
work on a friend’s 
motor-bike on 20th 
September, 19n. As 
they passed Stainland 
Woods, between Hud- 
dersfield and Halifax, 
Julian noticed three

about 10 seconds to die down again. Over 
the following three minutes this happened 
many times, but it was only visible for a 
second or two at a time. It appeared 
similar to the Northern Lights. The whole 
spectacle was completely silent.After two 
or three minutes, there was another flare 
up of the sheet lightning. ’

"The family called in at the local Police 
Station to report what they had seen and’ 
heard."

Their’s was one of many similar reports 
that night to the. police and RAF at nearby 
Boulmer. The time and location fit in 
exactly with the events going on 60 miles 
south at Staxton Wold. They could have 
been watching some kind of natural phe- 
nomenon, or could there be another ex- 
planation? Wh t do you think?

If any reader has any additional informa- 
tion in relation to this incident, I would be 
very pleased to hear from them.

My grateful thanks to Roy Otter of the 
Grimsbv Eveninfl Teleflraoh who has pro- 
vided a great deal of material and co- 
operated fully in this case, which needless 
to say is still ongoing.

Copyright: Quest International. 1993

bright triangular lights. He tapped his 
friend on the shoulder and they stopped to 
look. They both saw three triangular 
’shapes’, yellowish-white and around five 
feet tall, ’gliding’ uphill through the woods.

Though scared, they followed, and as they 
did so, the ’entities’ speeded up; This 
wood runs about half-a-mile uphill and 
when they reached the top, the figures had 
disappeared. However, above the hill was 
a round, orange light shaped like a road- 
crossing beacon, and as they watched, it 
moved away. One strange thing that both 
commented on was that there was a strong 
smell resembling engine oil, which seems 
completely incompatible with either al- 
iens, ghosts or UFOs!

Copyright: Norman Oliver. 1992.

’ALIENS IN ENGLAND’ 
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PAGe 31











The 

radar 

stations 

and airbases 

put n alert by 

th~ first contacts 

that 

night.

’_ _ 
~1 . . 
1 "-, 
I 

I.. 

~j,

at 

Cheyenne 

Mountain 

and 

the 

US 

Detection 

and 

Tracking 

Cen- 

, 

tre 

at 

Colorado 

Springs. 

In 

,the 

meantime, 

the 

cat-and- 

mousE! 

game 

ov
r 
th

’ 

North 

Sea 

between 

the 

Lightnings 

and 

Phantoms 

and 

the 

mystery 

con- 

tact 

was 

still 

going’ 

on: 

Then, 

at 

21;05 

after 

the 

fighters 

had 

made 

yet 

another 

abortive 

attempt 

to 

get 

close, 

the 

contact 

vanished 

off 

the 

radar 

screens. 

The 

Lightnings 

were 

ordered 

to 

return 

to 

’Leuchars 

while 

the 

Phantoms 

were 

instructed 

to 

carry 

out 

a 

Combat 

Air 

Patrol 

to 

the 

east 

of 

Iceland.

Then,at 

21.39, 

radar 

controllers 

picked 

up 

the 

contact 

again. This 

time 

its 

speed 

was 

declerating 

to 

1,300mph ~ 
almost 

the limit of 

both 

the 

Lightnings 

and Phan-’ 

toms -at 
a 

holding 

altitude of 

18,000ft. 

It 

was 

on 
a 

south-west- , 

erly 

heading 

coming 

from the 

direction 

of 

the 

Skagerrak, 

off the 

northern 

tip 

of 

Denmark. 

" 

Two 

more 

Lightnings 

were 

scrambled 

from 

Leuchars, 

and 

were 

ordered 

to 

rendezvous 

with 

a 

Victor 

tanker 

and 

then 

maintain 

a 

CAP 

on 

a 

50-mile 

east-west

minutes 

were 

airborne 

and 

head- 

ing 

out 

over 

the 

NorUl 

Sea. 

, 

After 

checking 

the 

position 

of 

their 

tanker, 

a’ 

Victor 

KIA, 

the 

two 

fighters 

were 

guided 

north 

by 

Saxa 

Vord. 

So 

far 

it 

was 
a 

routine 

scramble’ 

for 

what 

was 

then 

assumed 

to 

be 

a 

Russian 

Bear 

or 

Badger, 

the 

long-range 

reconnaisance 

aircraft 

used 

to 

test 

the 

nerves 

of 

the 

Royal 

Air, 

Force. But 

it 

was 

then 

that 

the 

radar 

plotters 

on 

the 

Shetland 

Islands’ 

saw 

something 

on 

their 

screens 

which 

they 

found 

impossible 

to 

believe.

During 

the 

next 

hour 

the 

mystery 

contact 

’reappeared 

several 

times, 

approachmg 

from 

the 

north. 

Each 

time 

the 

Light-, 

nings 

were 

sent 

north 

to 

inter- 
" 

cep~, 

it 

turned 

and 

disappeared 

. 

agam., 

" 

By 

now 

.two 

F4 

Phantoms 

of 

the 

US 

Air 

Force 

had 

been 

scram- 

bled 

from 

the 

American 

base 

at, 

Keflavik 

in 

Iceland; 

They 

had 

much 

more 

sophisticated 

radar 

than 

the 

British 

Lightnings 

and 

were 

able 

to 

pick 

up 

the 

mystery 

contact 

themselves. 

But 

when 

they, 

too, 

tried 

to 

get 

close 

enough 

to 

identify 

what 

was

Staxton 

Wold 

radar 

station 

near 

Scarborough - 
Schafer’s 

link 

on 

his 

last 

mission.

front, 200 

miles north-cast 

or 

Aberdeen. As 

a precaution, 

two 

further Lightnings 

were 

ordered 

_into the air 

from Coltish all 

in 

Norfolk and, 

with another 

tanker, 

to form a CAP 

170 miles east 

of 

Great Yarmouth. 

The contact 

wa:; 

somewhere 

betwe’en’ these 

two 

lines of supersonic 

fighters. 

While all 

this was going 

on, 

HAF staff at 

Fylingdales, 

which 

was in 

constant contact 

with 

NORAD at 

Cheyenne 

Mountain. 

heard, ominously, 

that the 

Strate- 

gic Air Command 

HQ at 

Omaha. 

Nebraska, was 

ordering its 

B52 

bombers into 

the air. 

It was an 

order which 

could 

only have come 

from the 

highest 

level. What 

had started 

us a 

routine sighting 

of what 

wa:; 

believed to be 

a Russian 

aircraft. 

had now 

reached the 

White 

House and, 

presumably, 

Presi- 

dent Richard 

Nixon. 

NORAD 

was told 

bv 

officials 

at the Pentagon 

that 

a USAF pilot 

of 

great 

experience 

was 

presently on 

an exchange 

visit 

with the RAl<’ 

and was stationed 

at. Binbrook, 

the North Lincoln- 

shire fighter 

base a few - 

mi,les 

from Grimsby. Rapid inquiries 

were made 

and 

it was discovered 

the pilot was 

on 

the station and 

was, by 

coinci- 

dence, "flight 

available". 

At around 

21.45 a request 

was 

made from 

a, very high 

level 

within NORAD, 

through 

Strike 

Command’s 

UK headquarters 

at 

High Wycombe, 

for RAF 

Bin- 

brook to send 

Capt William 

Schafer "if at 

all possible" to 

join 

the QUA 

Lightnings looking 

for 

the mystery 

contact_ 

By this tim

four Lightnings. 

two Phantoms 

and three tankers 

were already 

airborne and 

they 

were joined by 

a Shackleton 

Mk3 

from Kinloss, 

which was ordered 

to patrol on a 

north-south 

head- 

ing at 3,000ft, 

10 miles out 

from 

the east coast. Binbrook’s 

QRA Lightnings 

were being held 

in reserve. but 

it 

was decided to 

send out a 

single 

aircraft from 

the North Lincoln- 

shire airfield - flown by 

Capt 

Schafer. The 

Americans 

wanted 

one of their own 

at the sharp 

end 

when it came 

to cornering 

the 

mystery - contact. . TOMORROW: 

Contact over 

the 

North Sea.

, ,



_<.1 
to 

;;Jgll 

lhe 

l’eguJal1uiI 

JOIIlI 

"JgJlJI’y 

JIlg 

u,- 

-:; 
happy 

with 

the 

aircraft. 

It 

was 

armed 

with 

two 

Red 

Top 

air-to-air 

missiles, 

one 

of 

which 

was 

live 

and 

the 

other 

a 

dummy, 

and 

enough 

30mm 

cannon 

shells. 

for 

a 

six-second 

burst. 

. 

One 

of 

the 

men 

on 

the 

ground 

crew 

at 

the 

time 

was 

Brian 

Mann 

of 

Grimsby, 

who 

was 

driving 

one 

of 

the 

fuel 

bowsers. 

He 

remembers 

XS894 

being 

refueled 

at 

a 

rate 

of 

150 

gallons 

a 

minute 

when 

suddenly 

the 

engines 

started. 

"The 

windows 

on 

the 

tanker 

almost 

went 

in. 

I 

panicked, 

took 

the

~J.

Check 

compass. 

Uver. 

, 

Schafer: 

Affirmative, 

GCI. 
I’m 

alongside 

it 

now, 

maybe 

600ft 

off 

my. 
. . 
It’s 

a 

conical 

shape. 

Jeeze, 

that’s 

bright, 

it 

hurts 

my 

eyes 

to 

look 

at 

it 

for 

more 

than 

a 

few 

seconds. 

Staxton: 

How 

close 

are 

you 

now? 

Schafer: 

About 

400 

feet. 

He’s 

still 

in 

my 

three 

o’clock. 

Hey 

wait... 

there’s 

something 

else. 

It’s 

like 

a 

large 

soccer 

ball... 

it’s 

like 

it’s 

made 

of 

glass. 

Staxton: 

Is 

it 

part 

of 

the 

object 

or 

independent? 

Over. 

Schafer: 

It... 

no, 

it’s 

separate 

from 

the 

main 

body. 

. . 
the 

conical 

shape. 

. . 
it’s 

at 

the 

back 

end, 

the 

sharp 

end 

of 

the 

shape. 

It’s 

like 

bobbing 

up 

and 

down 

and 

going 

from 

side 

to 

side 

slowly. 

It 

may 

be 

the 

power 

source. 

There’s 

no 

sign 

of 

ballistics. 
Staxton: 

Is 

there 

any 

sign 

of 

occupation? 

Over. 

Schafer: 

Negative, 

nothing. 

Staxton: 

Can 

you 

assess 

the 

rate. 

. 
? 

Schafer: 

Contact 

in 

descent 

gentle. 

Am 

going. 

with 

it. 
. . 
50 
. . . 
no 

about 

70ft. 

. . 
it’s 

levelled 

out 

again. 

. 

Staxton: 

Is 

the 

ball 

object 

still 

with 

it? 

Over.

Schafer: 

Affirmative.. 

It’s 

not 

actually connec- 

ted 
. . . 

maybe 

a 

magnetic 

attraction 

to the conical 

shape. 

There’s 

a 

haze 

of 

light. 

Ye’ow. . . it’s within 

that 

ha~. 
Wait 

a 

second, 

it’s 

turning... coming 

straight 

for 

me... 

shit 

. . . 
am 

taking evasive 

ac- 

tion 

. . . 
a 

few. 
. . 
I 

can 

hard!. 
. . 

.. 

Staxton: 

94? 

Come 

in 

94. 

Foxtrot 94, are 

you 

receiving? 

Over. 

Come 

in 

94. 

Over. 

. 
NEXT 

INSTALMENT: 

Schafer 

ditches and 

dis- 

appears.

. . . . ....... . A 
radar con- 

troller 

vectored 

shafer 

onto the 

mystery 

object

..,



screen 

came 

to 

a 

halt 

It 

,started 

to 

move 

again, 

’accelerating 

rapidly 

to 

600mph

d 

climbing 

to 

9,000ft, 

heading 

south 

back 

towards 

Staxton. 
Shortly 

, 

afterwards, 

the 

sIngle 

blip 

separated 

into 

two, 

one 

maintaining 

its 

south- 

erly 

heading, 

some. 

what 

erratically, 

at 

between 

600 

and 

630mph 

and 

descend. 

ing 

slowly, 

the 

other 

turning 

through 

180 

degrees 

to 

head 

north- 

westerly 

and 

vanishing 

at, 

a 

speed 

later 

calcu- 

lated 

to 

be 

around 

20,400mph. While 

all 

this 

was 

going 

on, 
a 

Shackleton 

MR3, 

which 

had 

been 

on 

patrol 

off 

the 

Firth

r-

of 

Forth, 

was 

ordered 

south 

to 

holdstatiorl 

around 

Flainborough 

Head. 

. 

’ 

Then, 

Staxton 

Wold 

re-established 

contact’ 

with 

Captain 

Schafer. 

, 

Schafer: 

GCI 

... 

are 

you 

receiving? 

Over. 

Staxton: 

Affirmative 

94. 

Loud 

and 

clear. 

What 

is 

your’ 

condi- 

tion? 

Over. 

’ 

Schafer: 

Not 

too 

good. 

I 

can’t 

think 

what 

has 

happened 

’.. 
; 

I 

feel 

kinda 

dizzy 

. 

.. 
I 

can 

see 

shooting 

stars. 

Staxton: 

Can 

you 

see 

your 

’instruments? 

Over. 

Schafer: 

Affirmative,. 

but, 

er 
. . . 
the 

compass 

is 

uIs 
. . . 

Staxton: 

Foxtrot 

94,

turn 
043 

degrees. 

Over. 

Schafer: 

Er... 

all 

directional 

’instruments 

are 

out, 

repeat 

uJs. 

Over. 
Staxton: 

Roger 

94, 

. 

execute 

right 

turn, 

esti- 

mate’ 

quarter 

turn. 

. 

Over. 

" 

’ 

Schafer: 

Turning, 

now. 
Staxton: 

Come 

fur- 

ther, 

94. 

That’s 

good. 

Is 

your 

,altimeter 

func- 

tioning? 

Over. 

. 

’ 

Schafer: 

Affirmative, 

GCI. 

’ 

Staxton: 

Descend 

to 

3,500ft. 

Over. 

, 

Schafer: 

Roger, 

GCI. 

Staxton: 

What’s 

your 

fuel 

state, 

94? 

Over. 

Schafer: 

About 

thirty 

per 

cent, 

GCI. 

Staxton: 

That’s 

what

we 

calculated. 

Can 

you 

teU’ 

us 

what 

happened, 

94? 

Over. Schafer:’ 

I, 

don’t 

know. 

Hearne 

in 

close 

... 
I 

shut 

my 

eyes... 

I 

figure 

I 

must’ve 

blacked 

out 

for 

a 

few 

seconds. 

’ 

Staxton: 

OK 

94. 

, 

Standby. 

’ 

At 

this 

stage 

the 

Shackleton 

arrived 

over 

Flamb

rou~h 

Head 

and 

,’began 

.cJr- 

cling 

before 

XS894 

was, 

vectored 

into 

the 

area 

by 

the’ 

Staxton, 

con- 

trollers. 

Schafer: 

Can 

you 

bring 

me 

in, 

GCI? 

Over. 

. 

Staxton: 

Er 

... 

Hold 

station, 

94. 

Over. 

Several 

minutes 

then

, 

When 

the 

Shackleton 

came 

round 

again 

the 

Lfghtnlng~8 

~anopy 

had 

closed. 

lIIustratjor/ 

bv 

TREVOR 

HARRIES.,

Over. 

Oscar 

77. 

Over. 

Shackleton: 

77. 

Over. 

Staxton: 

94 

is 

ditching. 

Can 

you 

maintain 

wide 

circuit? 

Over. 
Shackleton: 

Affirma- 

tive 

GCI. 

Over. 

Staxton: 

Thanks 

,’, 

77. 

Standby. 

94, 

execute 

ditching 

procedure 

at, 

, 

your 

discretion. 

Over. 

Schafer: 

Descending’ 

now, 

GCI. 

Over. 

Between’ 

six 

and 

seven 

minutes 

then 

elapsed. 

’Shackleton: 

He’s 

down, 

GCI. 

Hell 

of 

a 

splash 

. . . 
he’s 

down 

in 

one 

piece 

though. 

Over. 

Staxton: 

Can 

you 

see 
, 

the 

pilot 

yet? 

Over. 

Shackleton: 

Nega- 

tive. 

We’re 

going 

round 

again, 

pulling 

a 

tight 

one. Two 
minutes 

later: 

Shackleton: 

The 
can- 

opy’s 

up 
. . . 

she’s 

float- 

ing 

OK 
. . . 
can’t 

see 

the 

pilot. 

We 

need 
a 

chop- 

per 

out 

here, 

GCI. 
No, 

"’no 

sign 

of 

the 

pilot. 

Where 
the 

hell 

is 

he? 

Staxton: 

You 

sure 

he’s 

not 

in 

the 

water. 

77? 

Check 

your 

SABRE 

receptions. 

Over. 

(Note: 

SABRE 

was 
the 

search 

and 

rescue 

beacon 

car- 

ried 

by 

all 

RAF 

aircrew).

... I",t ,.... "J ~,~, ... the crew of the 

Shack- 

leton were back’in 

con’" 

tact with Staxton 

Wold. 

Shackleton: 

She’s 

sunk, GCI., 

There’s a 

slght wake 

where she 

. 

was. Still no sign 

of the 

pilot. 1 say again, 

GCI, 

we need a 

chopper 

here Cast. Over. 

. , 

Staxton: A 

,Whirl. 

wind’s on the 

way Crom 

Leconfield. ’Are 

you, 

positive’ you" 

saw no: 

sign oC the pilot? 

Over. 

Shackleton: 

Nothing 

GCI. The’ first 

pass we 

assumed he 

was 

unstrapping. 

He must 

have got out 

as we, 

went roUnd 

for a 

second pass 

... but 

why shut the 

canopy? 

Over.’ ’ Staxton: That’s 

what 

we were 

thinking, 

Maintain patrol 

77, he 

mst be there 

some- 

where. Over. 

, 

Shackleton: 

Roger, 

GCI. Over. 

, 

Shortly 

afterwards 

the search and 

rescue 

Whirlwind Crom 

nearby 

Leconfield ’arrived 

on 

the scene nd 

began a’" 

_ 

systematic’ 

search of 

the ditching 

area. The 

aircraCt were 

shortly 

joined by’ 

lifeboats 

from 

Bridlington, 

Flamborough 

and Filey wif~ 

~;; at Binbroo~ 

waiting 

for neV/sorb", 

, husband. 

,,’ ,," 

, But 

the Ministry 

01 

Defence 

were doubtful whether’ there 

would 

be 

any, good news 

for 

her. 

"I don’t think 

he 

got 

out of the plane," 

a 

spokesman" told 

a 

reporter. "No wreckage 

has 

been found." Three weeks later 

the 

Evernng 

Telegraph 

re- 

ported 

that the fuselage 

oC the 

aircraft had 

been 

located 

on the seabed 

, and 

noted that the 

ejec. 

tor 

seat was still 

intact 

"giving’ 

rise to 

the 

belief 

that the body 

of 

the 

pilot is still in 

the’ 

’wreckage" , 

" On 

October 7, 

the 

’Telegraph reported 

that 

divers from 

HMS 

Keddleston 

had 

inspected the wreckage 

and 

said Captain’s Schafer’s body was 

still 

in the 

cockpit. 

But 

that was the 

start 

oC 

the biggest mystery 

of all. 

When the aircraft 

Was 

brought to the 

sur- 

face 

and returned 

to 

Binbrook,here was 

no 

trace 

of Captain Schafer. Just an 

empty 

cockpit. 

’ 

. 
TOMORROW: A 

cloak 

of 

secrecy.

. 

The 
r
dar 

plotters 

watched 

as the 

Ughtnlng stowl, 

We~~ down.



::k’ 

wHich 

was 

III 

rcmarKaUl,y 

guuu 

LullLHlIuu. 

~rl 

WCJ’e 

taken 

straight 

to 

Binbrook 

where 

it 

, 

was 

placed 

behind 

what 

appears 

to 

have 

been 

a 

series 

of 

shutters 

in 

the 

far 

corner 

of 
a 

hangar. 

. 

. 

. 

A 
team 

from 

Farnborough 

arrived 

one 

wet 

winter’s 

day 

at 

Binbrook 

in 

the 

belief 

that 

thcy 

were 

about 

to 

start 
a 

detailed 

investigation 

which, 

in 

turn, 

would 

lead 

to 

the 

preparation 

of 
a 

report 

on 

the 

incident 

to 

the 

Ministry 

of 

Defence, 

the 

report 

being 

used 

as 

the 

basis 

for 

an 

eventual 

inquiry 

into 

the 

loss 

of 

Lightning 

XS894. 

But 

they 

were 

in 

for 

a 

surprise, 
They 

were 

astonished 

to 

find 

many 

of 

the 

cockpit 

instruments 

missing. 

These 

included 

the 

E2B 

compass, 

voltmeter, 

standby 

direction 

indJcator, 

standby 

inverter 

indicator 

and 

the 

complete 

aux- 

iliary 

warning 

panel 

from 

the 

starboard 

side 

of 

the 

cockpit 

below 

thc 

voltmeter. 

This 

was 
a 

serious 

breach 

of 

regula- 

tions 

and, 

although 

the 

investigation 

team 

was 

promised 

the 

instruments 

would 

be 

returned 

shortly, 

they 

never 

were, The 

investigators 

found 

there 

was 
a 

revolting 

fusty 

smell 

in 

the 

cockpit 

while 

thc 

whole 

aircraft 

still 

had 

a 

slimy 

fcel 

to 

it 

following 

Us 

month-long 

immersion 

in

JdJ.JL\.&. 

jJ.l,..lu 

..u,.1’ 

u\-..._,... 

fire 
it. 

it 

would 

have 

been 
blown 

off. 

It 

also 

seems 

to 

conflict 

with 

the 

account 

we 

have 

been 

given 

of 

the 

order 

from 

Staxton 

Wold 

to 

Captain 

Schafer 

to 

ditch 

his 

aircraft 

rather 

than 

attempt 

to 

return 

to 

Binbrook 

or 

land 

at 

Leconfield, 

only 

a 

few 

minutes’ 

flying 

time 

from 

Flambor- 

ough. 

And, 

remember. 

Schafer 

has 

told 

his 

ground 

controllers 

that 

XS894 

was 

sUU 

handling 

"fine" 

and 

he 

had 

plenty 

of 

fuel 

left. 

. 

During 

the 

few 

hours 

the 

investigators 

were 

allowed 

to 

examine 

the 

aircraft, 

they 

themselves 

were 

constantly 

super- 

vised 

by 

five 

civilians, 

two 

of 

them 

Americans,At 
the 

end 

of 

the 

day 

the 

investiga- 

. 

tion 

team 

was 

told 

curtly 

that 

as 

nothing 

useful 

had 

been 

dis- 

covered, 

their 

job 

was 

over. 

The 

following 

day 

they 

were 

all 

called 

. 

into 

the 

main 

office 

at 

Farnborough 

arid 

told 

in 

no 

uncertain 

terms 

they 

were 

not 

to 

discuss 

any 

aspect 

of 

the 

ditching 

of 

XS894, 

even 

with 

their 

own 

families. 

The 

reason 

given 

was 

simple - 
national 

security.

it’took 

about 

10 

seconds 

to 

Ule 

uu"" 

again. 

Over 
the 

following 

three 

minutes 

this 

happ<<:ned 

many 

times. 

but 

the 

’lightning 

was 

only 

visible 

for 

a 

second 

or 

two 

at 
a 

lime. 

It 

appeared 

very 

similar 

to 

the 

Northern 

Lights. 

The 

whole 

spec- 

tacle 

was 

completely 

silent. 

"After 

two 

or 

three 

minutes 

there 

was 

another 

flare-up 

of 

’sheet 

lightning’ 

which 

lasted 

about 

the 

same 

time 

as 

the 

first. 

This 

was 

followed 

by 

that 

awful 

shrill 

sensation, 

only 

this 

time 

it 

was 

worse. 

You 

could 

actually 

feel 

your 

ears 

ringing."The 

family 

called 

in 

at 

the 

local 

police 

station 

to 

report 

what 

they 

had 

seen 

and 

heard. 

Their’s 

was 

one 

of 

many 

similar 

reports 

that 

night 

to 

both 

the 

police 

and 

the 

RAF 

at 

nearby 

Boulmer. 

. 

The 
time 

and 

the 

location 

fit 

in 

exactly 

with 

events 

going 

on 

60 

miles 

south 

at 

Staxton 

Wold 

and 

they 

could 

have 

been 

watching 

some 

kind 

of 

natural 

phe- 

nomena. 

. 

Or 

there 

could 

be 

another 

explanation. 

What 

do 

you 

think?

,",

,....





....:/...’..
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PRECISELY six 

minutes 

past 10 on 

the 

night 

of 

eptember 

8, 1970, a 

single 

Lightning jet 

fighter 

took 

off 

’om RAF 

Binbrook. 

Ground 

crew on 

the flight 

line were 

accustomed 

to 

ightnings 

being 

scrambled in a 

hurry at any 

time 

of 

night 

r day. 

Binbrook,. 

after all, was 

a frontline 

fighter 

station 

nd its 

aircraft shared 

QRA 

(Quick 

Reaction 

Alert) 

duty 

rith other 

East Coast 

airfields to 

provide 

cover 

should 

any 

nidentified 

aircraft 

appear on 

the radar 

screens. 

But 

there was 

)mething 

dif- 

~rent 

about this 

:ramble. For a 

start, it was 

Irmalfor 

QRA air- 

aft to 

take off in 

lirs. Two 

aircraft were 

~pt at a 

state of 

stant 

readiness at all 

nes, ready 

for just 

ch an 

emergency. 

11 on this 

occasion 

lly one 

aircraft took 

r. And it 

wasn’t one 

the QRA 

aircraft. 

Then there 

was the 

anner of 

the take-off. 

Ie pilot had 

raced out 

1m the 5 

Squadron 

ew room, 

adjacent to 

e apron, 

and had 

mbed 

aboard while a 

ghtning 

was in the 

.ocess 

of being 

fuelled. He a{1grily 

waved 

ray ground 

staff who 

ked him 

to sign the 

’m required 

before 

y milItary 

aircraft 

Ives the 

ground and 

lered the 

refuelling 

es to be 

disengaged: 

t was no 

ordinary 

ot strapped 

into the 

~kpit of 

the Mach 2

By 

PAT 

OTTER

ditched in the 

sea off 

Flamborough 

Head. 

The ditching 

was wit- 

nessed by the 

crew of a 

Shackleton 

reconnai- 

sance aircraft. 

Flares 

were spotted 

by the 

Grimsby trawler, 

Ross 

Kestrel. But no 

trace of 

Capt Schafner 

was ever 

found. 

. 

More’ than a 

month 

later the wreckage 

of 

the aircraft was 

found 

on the sea 

bed by 

Royal Navy 

divers. 

Despite earlier 

reports 

to the contrary, 

the 

cockpit was 

empty and 

the canopy 

closed. 

Capt Schafner 

had van- 

ished - completely 

and utterly. Eventually 

the air- 

craft was 

recovered 

and taken, 

unusually, 

to RAF 

Binbrook. 

There it was 

kept 

under wraps 

in the I 

corner of a 

hangar. 

When a team 

from 

the MoD’s Crash 

Inves- 

tigation Branch 

arrived 

from Farnborough 

they 

were nprm 

ittprl tn

promising 

to 

help, 

but 

then 

became 

-very 
ret- 

icent. 

Similar 

inquiries 

to 

the 

United 

States 

embassy 

and 

to 

the 

US 

Air 

Force 

at 

Alconbury 

proved 

also 

to 

be 

dead- 

ends. 

Calls 

were 

not 

returned. 

Contacts 

were 

unavailable. 

. At 

that 

stage 

I 

en- 

listed 

the 

aid 

of 

Bob 

Bryant, 

then 

N 

orth- 

cliffe 

Newspapers’ 

avi- 

ation 

correspondent 

and 

a 

man 

with 

close 

links. 

with 

both 

the 

RAF 

and 

the 

USAF. 

Bob 

was 

to 

spend 

weeks 

checking 

out 

a 

story 

he 

found 

more 

intriguing 

by 

the 

hour. 

He 

paid 

numerous 

vis~ 

its to 

the 

Ministry 

of 

Defence 

and 

spent 

hours 

on 

the 

telephone 

to 

contacts 

in 

the 

United 

States. 

But 

everywhere 

he 

heard 

the 

ominous 

sound 

of 

doors 

being 

slammed. 

Intrigued 

He 

finallv 

anmiUprl

examine 

the 

remains 

of 

XS894. 

He 

was 

so 

puz- 

zled 

by. 

what 

he 

saw 

and 

the 

treatment 

the 

investigation 

te

m 

received 

that 

he 

was 

determined 

to 

get 

to 

the 

bottom 

of 

the 

mystery 

once 

and 

for 

all. 
He 

had 

started 

his 

inquiries 

two 

years 

earlier 

and, 

by 

a 

strange 

coincidence, 

was 

in 

Cleethorpes 

fol- 

lowing 

up 

lines 

of 

in- 

quiry 

in 

and 

around 

Binbrook 

when 

the

story 

appeared. 

in 

the 

Evening 

Telegraph. 
Transcript 

Now, 

four 

years 

on, 

he 

believes 

he 

has 

peeled 

back 

a 

little 

bit 

more 

of 

the 

mystery 

surrounding 

XS894 

and 

the 

disappearance 

of 

Capt 

Shafner. 

The 

Evening 

Tele- 

graph 

has 

a 

copy 

of 

his 

account 

of. 

what 

he 

believes 

happened 

that 

night. 

Some 

of 

it 

- has 

come 

from 

his 

dogged 

investigations; 

some

~-.-*" a.n:’i:) 

InVVJ, 

U\.."
J" 

wnulJy, 

(iloJlif 

1\ 

with 

a 

second 

BM

WS 

in 

t 

Gr......nbn,1

tr
from 

official 

docu- 

ments 

he 

has 

obtained; 

and 

some, 

most 

tell- 

ingly, 

from 

what 

he 

maintains 

is 

a 

tran- 

script 

of 

the 

final 

con- 

versations 

between 

Capt 

Schafner, 

a 

radar 

controller 

at 

Staxton 

Wold, 

near 

Scar- 

borough, 

and 

the 

creW 

of 

the 

Shackleton 

which 

witnessed 

the 

crash. 
This 

is 

the 

story 

we 

are 

going 

to 

tell 

over 

the 

next 

few 

nights, 

The 

information 

in 

it 

is

quite 

remarkable. 

Our 

source 

has 

to 

remain 

anonymous 

and 

. 

we 

cannot 

corroborate 

all 

the 

information 

in. 

his 

report. 

What 

informa- 

tion 

we 
can 

is 

certainly 

in 

line 

with 

the 

results 

of 

my 

own 

inquiries 

four 

years 

ago. 

All 

we 
ask 

you 

to 

do 

is 

to 

read 

our 

stories 

carefully 

- and 

make 

up 

your 

own 

mind.

, .t ~. ,

. 
TOMORROW: 

The 

flna~ 

~ake 

off 

of 

XS894.

~
~::::::~
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Iy 
- ~Ohepilot was never recovered. J th~ I<!ss ofLi~htning X~894 one ofthe strangest 

01lr: years .l!-go the .puzzle turn int
’ 

a aViatIon stories of all tIme. 
stery, w~e~ It was dls~losed that when the The information has been sent to us by a man ~ckag’ aircraft was hfted from the sea bed who was involved in the initial investigation of 
Flam IOgh the cockpit was found to be tf?e loss of the aircraft in 1970 and was so 
Illy closed - and completely empty. disturbed by what he found that he has devoted 
he mystery deepened following publication ~he last five years to a detailed investigation 

W:;..uuuul:.:: uu ......u . . 

IOtO the last ~ours of X!894. 
~T PRECISELY six minutes past 10 on the night of 
;eptember8, 1970, a single Lightning jet fighter took off 
rom RAF Binbrook. .’ .’ 

,Ground crew on the flight line were accustomed to 
,ightnings being scrambled in a hurry, at any. time of night 
Ir day. Binbrook~ - after all,- was a’ frontline fighter station iD.d its aircraft shared QRA (Qu.ck Reaction Alert) duty- 
vith other East Coast airfields t provide cover should ~y’ 
~identified aircraft appear on the radar screens." 

. .’ 

But there. was 
orne thing’ dif- 
erent about this 
crarnble. 
For a start, it. was 
ormal for QRA air- 
raft to take’ off in 
,airs. Two aircraft were 
ept at a state of 
lstant readiness at all 
imes, ’ready for just 
uch an emergency. 
lut on this occasion 
nly one aircraft took 
ff. And it wasn’t one 
f the QRA aircraft. 
Then there was the 
(lanner of the take-off. 
:he pilot had raced out 
rom the 5 Squadron 
:rew . room, adjacent to 
he apron, and had 
:limbed aboard while a 
.ightning was in the 
)rocess of being 
efuelled. 
He apgrily waved 

Iway ground staff who 
Lsked him to sign the 
orm required before 
my military aircraft 
eaves the ground and 
>rdered the refuelling 
ines to be disengaged: 
It was no ordinary 

,not strapped into the 
:ockpit of the Mach 2 
nterceptor. It w s Cap- 
,ain William Schafner, 
)f the United States I\.ir Force, who was on 
lis second tour as an 
~xchange pilot with the 
RAF. 

Disappeared 
Schafner was a vastly 

~xperienced jet fighter 
pilot with combat time 
behind him in Viet- 
(lam. He had been at 
Binbrook for some 
lime and his wife was 
living on the base with 
him. 
No pre-flight checks 

were made ,lOd, as 
bemused ground crew 
looked on, the Light- 
ning taxied out to the 
end of the runway, 
turned and 
immediately took off, 
using reheat to gain 
speed and height as 
quickly as possible.

By PAT "OTTER’
ditched in the sea off 
Flam borough Head. 
The ditching was wit- 
nessed by the crew of a 
Shackleton reconnai- 
sance aircraft. Flares 
were spotted by the 
Grimsby trawler, Ross 
Kestrel. But no trace of 
Capt Schafner was ever 
found. 

. 

More’ than a month 
later the wreckage of 
the aircraft was found 
on the sea bed by 
Royal Navy divers. 
Despite earlier reports 
to the contrarY, the. 
cockpit was empty and 
the canopy closed. 
Capt Schafner had van- 
ished - completely 
and utterly. 
Eventually the air- 

craft was recovered 
and taken, unusually, 
to RAF Binbrook. 
There it was kept 
under 

- 
wraps in the I 

corner of a hangar. 
When a team from 

the MoD’s Crash Inves- 
tigation Branch arrived 
from Farnborough they 
were permitted to 
spend only a very brief 
time examining the 
wreckage of, XS894. 
What they did discover 
disturbed them. And 
what happened later 
disturbed them even 
more.

Reticent 
I first came across 

the mysterious story of 
XS894 six years ago. 
An outline of the story 
was related to me by 
Barry Halpenny, an 
aviation enthusiast and 
author who lived at the 
time in Market Rasen 
and who was research- 
ing for a book on avia- 
tion mysteries. 
He suggested that I 

should dig out the’ cut- 
tings on the ,crash and 
look further into it. 
There was. more to the 
story of XS894 than 
met the eye, he told 
me. 

The aircraft. XS894, a I anticipated difficul- 
Lightning F6 of 5 ties in investigating a 
Squadron. the call-sign 16-year-old ditching 
of which that night was incident in the North 
Foxtrot 94, turned over Sea, but not on the 
the North Sea - and scale I was to encoun- 
disappeared into what ter over the next few 
is fast becoming one of weeks. 
the great aviation puz- Normally helpful 
zles of recent times. press contacts at the 
Early the following Ministry of Defence 

m 0 r n i n g X S 8 9 4, responded initially by 

~"’u1’lI! _aJ... """{2’!l’if\’ ’I ~I;~ \,m1~,~~’, ,"N,’,

promising to help, but 
-then became -very ret- 
icent. 
Similar inquiries to 

the United States 
embassy and to the US 
Air Force at Alconbury 
proved also to be dead- 
ends. Calls were not 
returned. Contacts 
were unavailable. 
At that stage I en- 

listed the aid of Bob 
Bryant. then N orth- cl~ffe Newspapers’ avi- 
ation correspondent 
and a man with close 
links. with both the 
RAF and the USAF. 
Bob was to spend 

weeks checking out a 
story he found more 
intriguing by the hour. 
He paid numerous vis- 
its to the Ministry of Defenc’E~ and spent 
hours on the telephone 
to contacts in the 
United States. But 
everywhere he heard 
the ominous sound of 
doors being slammed. 

Intrigued 
He finally admitted 

defeat. But Bob was 
absolutely certain there 
was an official blanket 
of secrecy over the 
events surrounding the 
crash of that Lightning 
in the North Sea all 
those years ago. 
Barry Halpenny 

finally published an 
abridged version of the 
story in a book which 
appeared in Septem- 
ber, 1988. At the same 
time the Evening Tele- 
graph carried my story 
of the mystery of 
XS894. 
Subsequently we 

were contacted by two 
former airmen who had 
both been at Binbrook I 

at the time and added 
further fuel to the 
mystery be recalling 
their memories of that 
night. 

It was a story which 
puzzled and intrigued 
thousands’ of Evening 
Telegraph readers. But, 
perhaps most interest- 
ingly of all, it was a 
story which grabbed 
the attention of a man 
spending 10 days in a 
Cleethorpes guest 
house. 
Sixteen years earlier 

he had been one of the 
crash investigators who 
went to Binbrook to
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examine the remains of 
XS894. He was so puz- 
zled by, what he saw 
and the treatment the 
investigation team 
received that he was 
determined to get to 
the bottom of the 
mystery once and for 
all. 
He had started his 

inquiries two years 
earlier and, by a 
strange coincidence, 
was in Cleethorpes fol- 
lowing up lines of in- 
guiry in and around 
Binbrook when the
_._~-

assured is atr c-ript oTL"h; rii 
XS894 and its pilot. We’ have IJ 
authenticating the information WI 
readers to make their own judge) 
validity.of the story we -~ about t 
The Riddle of Foxtrot starts in 

Telegraph tomorrow and runs for Don’t miss it!

,"
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story appeared, in the 
. 

Evening Telegraph. 
. 

Transcript 
Now,. four years on, 

he believes he has 
peeled back a little bit 

. more of the mystery 
surrounding XS894 
and the disappearance 
of Capt.. Shafner. . 

, 

The Evening Tele- 
graph has a copy of his 
account of what he 
believes happened that night. Some of it - has 
come from his dogged 
investigations;. some
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The pilofhad raced out 
from the 5 Squadron 
crew room, adjacent to 
the apron,. and had 
climbed aboard while a 
Lightning was in the 
process of being 
refuelled. . 

He apgrily waved 
away ground staff who 
asked him to sign the 
form required before 
any military aircraft 
leaves the ground and 
ordered the refuelling 
lines to be disengaged: 

It was no ordinary 
pilot strapped into the 
cockpit of the Mach 2 
interceptbr. It w s Cap- 
tain William Schafner, 
of the United States 
Air Force, who was on 
his second tour as an 
exchange pilot with the 
RAF. 

Disappeared 
. 

Schafner was a vastly 
experienced jet fighter 
pilot with combat time 
behind him in Viet- 
nam. He had. been at 
Binbrook for some 
time and his wife was 
living on the base with 
him. 
No pre-flight checks 

were made and, as 
bemused ground crew 
looked on, the Light- 
ning taxied out to the 
end of the runway, 
turned ,and 
immediately took off,

Despite rler reports 
to the contrary, the 
cockpit was empty and’ 

,the canopy closed. 
Capt Schafner had van- 
ished -completely 
and utterly. 
Eventually the air- 

craft was recovered 
and taken, unusually, 
to RAF Binbrook. 
’There it was kept 
under’ wraps in the I 
corner of a hangar. 
When a team from 

the MoD’s Crash Inves- 
tigation Branch arrived 
from Farnborough they 
were permitted to 
spend only a very brief 
time examining the 
wreckage of XS894. 
What they did discover 
disturbed them. And 
what happened later 
disturbed them even 
more. 

Retic~nt .. 
I first came across 

the mysterious story of 
XS894 six years . ago. 
An outline of the story 
was related to me by 
Barry Halpenny, an 
aviation enthusiast and 
author who lived at the 
time in Market Rasen 
and who was research- 
ing for a book on avia- 
tion mysteries. 
He suggested that I 

should dig out the’ cut- 
tings on the ,crash and 
look ,further into it.

~y PATOnER 

T!’IIS Is Foxtrot 94, the E 
nlng at the centre of a ma’ 
the day it was fished o
Sea. . 

It Is pictured slung fror 
the recovery vessel Kinle: 
Bridlington Bay, after it he 
to the surface some two t 
crashed on SeptemberS, . 
What Is rem rkable is It 

the aircraft. It is almost cc 
although it does seem t: 
damaged. This could h, 
when the aircraft hit the se 
recovery. 
The cockpit, which wa 

empty, is not visible but i 
that the air brakes on th4 
extended, Indicating the p 
as slowly as possible whet 
hit the sea. 
Information passed to 

Telegraph by a man investi 
of the aircraft suggests . 

pilot was ordered to ditch 
after intercepting a strane 
the North Sea. . 

But two former Lightnir 
said they believed Foxtrot 
during a low-level low-s’ 
Involving a Shackleton aire 
What is not disputed is 

has ever been found of thl 
XSS94 has not yet gl.. 

secrets.
and a man wnn c!O~t: 
links. with both the 
RAF and the USAF. 
Bob was to spend 

weeks checking out a 
story he found more 
intriguing by the hour. 

, He paid numerous vis- 
its to the Ministry of 
Defence and spent 

, hours on the telephone 
to contacts in the 
United States. But 
everywhere he heard 
the ominous sound of 
doors being slammed. 

Intrigued 
He finally admitted 

defeat. But Bob was 
absolutely certain there 
was an official blanket 
of secrecy over the 
events surrounding the 
crash of that Lightning 
in the North’ Sea all 
those years ago. 
Barry Halperir’ 

finally’. p blished an 
abridged version of the 
story in a book which 
appeared in Septem- 
ber, 1988. At the same 
time the Evening Tele- 
graph carried my story 
of the. mystery of 
XS894. 
Subsequently we 

were contacted by two 
former airmen who had 
both been at Binbrook I 
at the time and added 
further fuel to the- 
mystery be recalling 
their memories of that _:...’-~

and the treatment me 
investigation team 
received that he was he 
determined to get to pI 
the bottom of the m.. 
mystery once and for Sl 

all. al 

He had. started his 01 

inquiries two years 
earlier and,by a gJ 
strange coincidence, a< 
was in Cleethorpes fol- b, 

. lowing up lines of in- n: 
quiry in and’ around c< 
Binbrook when the ir . ..... -___~--W’ "~"’VV"1 &.n.,;aJ. YY lllL1 

) 
wIth a second BM 
Greenland. : 
The information they , lectin~ \v.as relayed to t 

. 
Amencan’ Air Defence ( 

. at Cheyenne Mountai
US Detection and’Trac1 

. tre at Color do Springs. 

I In the meantip1e, the 

""I ,mouse game- over the 1\ . between the LightniJ 
. 

Phantoms d’ the-mys- 
tact waS still going 

- on: 21.05 after the fighters h 
yet another abortive at 

, -get close, thec ntact van 
I-the radar screens. " 

. The Lightnings were 01 
1 return to ’Leuchars w 

Phantoms were instn 
carry out a Combat Air 
the east of Iceland.
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;abling 

the 

riddle 

01 

Foxtrot 

94 

/lroay,Octobe’8,1992

what did 

happen over 

the North Sea 

on 

rht of 

September 8, 1970, 

the night 

the 

)f a 

Lightning jet 

fighter from RAF 

ok 

mysteriously disappeared? 

e time it 

appeared to be 

almost a routine 

t ~ an aircraft ditching 

after something 

ne wrong 

on a night 

exercise. But the 

. the pilot 

was never 

recovered.. . 

years 

ago the puzzle 

turnd into 

a 

r when it 

was disclosed 

that when the 

re of aircraft 

was lifted 

from the sea bed 

nborough 

the cockpit 

was found to 

be 

losed - and completely 

empty. 

lystery 

deepened following 

publication

’--::.~.:.::7:~:::;:::;:Z~::;:;:~::~~::’7::’:’:’;’0:~’

of the 

story 

when 

the 

Evening 

Telegraph 

was 

contacted 

by’ 

former 

airmen 

who 

had 

been 

serving 

at 

Binbrook 

at. 

the 

time 

and 

who 

recalled 

the 

strange 

circumstances 

leading 

to 

the final 

take-off 

of 

that 

particularly 

aircraft. 

Now 

new 

information 

has 

been 

passed 

to 

the 

Evening 

Telegraph 

which, 

if 
it 

is 

correct, 

makes 

the loss 

of 

Li,rhtning 

XS894 

one 

of 

the 

strangest 

aviation 

stones 

of 

all 

time. 

The 

information 

has 

been 

sent 

to 

us 

by 

a 

man 

who was 

involved 

in 

the 

initial 

investigation 

of 

the loss 

of 

the 

aircraft 

in 

1970 

and 

was 

so 

disturbed 

by 

what 

he 

found 

that 

he 

has 

devoted 

the last 

five 

years 

to 

a 

detailed 

investigation 

into the 

last 

hours 

of 

XS894.

PRECISELY 

six 

minutes past 

10 on the 

night 

of 

ember 

8, 1970, a 

single Lightning 

jet 

fighter 

took 

off 

. RAF 

Binbrook. 

ound 

crew on the 

flight line 

were 

accustomed 

to 

tnings 

being scrambled 

in a hurry 

at any 

time 

of 

night 

ilY. 

Binbrook, after 

all, was a- 

frontline 

fighter 

station 

its 

aircraft shared 

QRA (Quick 

Reaction 

Alert) 

duty 

other 

East Coast 

airfields to 

provide cover 

should 

any 

entified 

aircraft 

appear on the 

radar 

screens. 

t there 

was 

ething 

dif- 

t about 

this 

able. a start, 

it was 

lIfoI’ 

QRA air- 

to take 

off in 

Two aircraft 

were 

at a 

state of 

t readiness 

at all 

ready 

for just 

an 

emergency. 

m this 

occasion 

me aircraft 

took 

nd it 

wasn’t one 

QRA 

aircraft. 

n there 

was’ the 

~r of the 

take-off. 

ilot had 

raced out 

the 5 

Squadron 

’oom, 

adjacent to 

lpron, and 

had 

~d aboard 

while a 

ling was 

in the 

~ss of 

being 

led. apgrily 

waved 

ground 

staff who 

him to 

sign the 

required 

before 

:nilitary 

aircraft 

the ground 

and 

d the 

refuelling 

o be 

disengaged: 

vas no 

ordinary 

trappcd 

into the 

i t ..~ L’ 4-’.....~ 

!\.y-.........!- r}

By PAT 

OTTER

ditched 

in the sea 

off 

Flamborough 

Head. 

The 

ditching was 

wit- 

nessed 

by the crew 

of a 

Shackleton reconnai- 

sance 

aircraft. 

Flares 

were 

spotted by 

the 

Grimsby trawler, 

Ross 

Kestrel. But no trace 

of 

Capt 

Schafner w~s 

ever 

found. 

More’ than a 

month 

later 

the wreckage 

of 

the 

aircraft was 

found 

on 

the sea bed 

by 

Royal 

Navy 

divers. 

Despite earlier 

reports 

to 

the contrary, 

the. 

cockpit was empty 

and 

the 

canopy 

closed. 

Capt 

Schafner had 

van- 

ished 

- completely 

and 

utterly. Eventually the 

air- 

craft 

was recovered 

and 

taken, unusually, 

to 

RAF Binbrook. 

There 

it was 

kept 

under 

wraps in 

the I 

corner 

of a hangar. When a team 

from 

the 

MoD’s Crash 

Inves- 

tigation 

Branch 

arrived 

from 

Farnbor?~l.gh 

theypromising 

to 

help, 

but 

then 

became 

.very 

ret- 

icent. Similar 

inquiries 

to 

the 

United 

States 

embassy 

and 

to 

the 

US 

Air Force 

at 

Alconbury 

proved 

also 

to 

be 

dead. 

ends. 

Calls 

Were 

not 

returned. 

Contacts 

were 

unavailable. 

At that 

stage 

I 

en- 

listed the 

aid 

of 

Bob 

Bryant, 

then 

North- 

cl~ffe 

Newspapers’ 

avi- 

ation 

correspondent 

and a 

man 

with 

close 

links 

with 

both 

the 

RAF and 

the 

USAF. 

Bob 

was 

to 

spend 

weeks 

checking 

out 

a 

story he 

found 

more 

intriguing 

by 

the 

hour. 

He paid 

numerous 

vis- 

its to 

the 

Ministry 

of 

Defence 

and 

spent 

. hours on 

the 

telephone 

to 

contacts 

in 

the 

United 

States. 

But 

everywhere 

he 

heard 

the 

ominous 

sound 

of 

doors 

being 

slammed. 

Intrigued

TT _ L":_ 
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Four 

years 

ago, 

when 

the 

Evening 

Telegraph 

conducted 

its 

own 

investigation 

into 

the 

loss 

of 

the 

aircraft 

and 

its’ 

pilot, 

Captain 

Wmiam 

Schafer, 

an 

experienced 

American 

on 

an 

exchange 

tour 

with 

the 

RAF, 

we 

found 

all 

official 

doors 

firmly 

closed. 

Now 

we 

have 

been 

handed 

what 

we 

are 

assured 

is 

a 

transcript 

of 

the 

final 

hours 

of 

XS894 

and 

its 

pilot. 

We’ 

have 

no 

means 

of 

authenticating 

the 

information. 

We 

are 

asking 

readers 

to 

make 

their 

own 

Judgement 

on 

the 

validity 

of 

the 

story 

we 
are 

about 

to 

tell. 

The 

Riddle 

of 

Foxtrot 

94 

starts 

in 

the 

Evening 

Telegraph 

tomorrow 

and 

runs 

for 

five 

nights. 

Don’t 

miss 

it! 

.

examine 

the 

remains 

of 

story 

appeared 

- in 
the 

XS894. 

He 

was 

so 

puz- 

Evening 

Telegraph. 

zled 

by_ 
what 

he 

saw 

T 

. 
t 

and 

the 

treatment 

the 

ranscrJp 

investigation 

team 

Now, 

four 

years 

on, 

received 

that 

he 

was 

he 

believes 

he 

has 

determined 

to 

get 

to 

peeled 

back 

a 

little 

bit 

the 

bottom 

of 

the 

more 

of 

the 

mystery 

mystery 

once 

and 

for 

surrounding 

XS894 

all. 

and 

the 

disappearance 

He 

had 

started 

his 

of 

Capt’ 

Shafner. 

inqu,iries 

two 

years 

The 

Evening 

Tele- 

ear 

her 

and, 

by 

a 

graph 

has 

a 

copy 

of 

his 

strange 

coincidence, 

account 

of.’ 

what 

he 

was 

in 

Cleethorpes 

fol- 

believes 

happened 

that 

- 

lowing 

up 

lines 

of 

in- 

night. 

Some 

of 

it. 

has 

quiry 

in 

and 

around 

come 

from 

his 

dogged 

. 

Binbrook 

when 

the 

investiJ!ations; 

some 

---’-;Ti"h 
-;~~~~c’~~;d 

’BMt\vSIO?f 

.,. . 

I 

~i 

rno.n1 

n_....t 

.
from 

official 

docu- 

ments 

he 

has 

obtained; 

and 

some, 

most 

tell- 

ingly, 

from 

what 

he 

maintains 

is 

a 

tran- 

script 

of 

the 

final 

con- 

versations 

between 

Capt 

Schafner, 

a 

radar 

controller 

at 

Staxton 

Wold, 

near 

Scar- 

borough, 

and 

the 

crew 

of 

the 

Shackleton 

which 

witnessed 

the 

- 
crash. 

This 

is 

the 

story 

we 

are 

going 

to 

tell 

over 

the 

next 

few 

nights. 

The 

information 

in 

it 

is

quite 

remarkable. 

Our 

source’ 

has 

to 

remain 

anonymous 

and 

we 

cannot 

corroborate 

all 

the 

information 

in 

his 

report. 

What 

informa~ 

tion 

we 
can 

is 

certainly 

in 

line 

with 

the 

results 

of 

my 

own 

inquiries 

four 

years 

ago. 

All 

we 
ask 

you 

to 

do 

is 

to 

read 

our 

stories 

carefully 

- and 

make 

up 

your 

own 

mind.

. 
TOMORROW: 

The 

flna~ 

~ake 

off 

of 

XS~94.

2:!::-:.~’--
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,
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C,

t-and-mousewi 

tha 

17,400mph 

radar 

blip

THE 

chain of events 

which 

led to the 

crash 

of Lightning 

XS894 

from 

5 

Squadron at 

RAF Bin- 

brook and 

the disappear- 

ance of its 

pilot began 

at 

8.17 on the 

night of Sep- 

tember 8, 

1970, in an 

isolated 

building on the 

Shetland 

Islands. 

S;lX;l Vord was 

one of the chain 

of 

radar stations 

whose task 

it 

was to sot 

unidentified aircraft 

approaching the 

North Sea or the 

sensitive "Iceland 

gap". 

Remember, this 

was 1970 when 

the Cold War 

was at its height 

and Russian 

long-range aircraft 

made regular 

sorttes into the 

North Atlantic 

and alorig the 

British coast to 

test the reaction 

of 

Nato fighters. 

’. 

On this particular 

night, a radar 

operator at Sax a 

Vord picked 

up 

the blip of an 

unidentified aircraft 

over the North 

Sea halfway 

between the 

Shetlands and Ale- 

sund, in Norway. The contact 

was monitored for 

several minutes 

at a steady speed 

of 

630mph, at 

37,OOOft, holding 

altitude and on 

a south-westerly 

heading. Then 

Saxa Vord noted 

the contact was 

turning through 

30 

degrees to head 

due south. 

It 

increased speed 

to 900mph (mach 

1.25) and climbed 

to 44,OOOft. 

Following 

laid-down proce- 

dures, radar 

controllers at Saxa 

Vord nashed a 

scramble message 

to 

the Quick 

Reaction Alert 

I<""’light at the nearest 

Nato airfield, 

RAF Leuchars 

on the east coast 

of 

Scotland, not 

far from Dundee. 

There two 

Lightning intercep- 

tors, which had 

been ready on the 

I1il!ht line for iust 

such an alel"t.

TONIGHT 

we 

start 

our 

detailed 

look 

at 

the 

events 

leading 

up. 

to 

the 

ditching 

in 

the 

North 

Sea 

of 

Lightning 

Foxtrot 

94, 

a 

single-seat 

fighter 

from 

5 

Squadron 

at 

Binbrook 

whose 

final 

flight 

is 

at 

the 

centre 

of 

one 

of 

the 

most 

puzzling 

. 

aviation 

stories 

since 

the 

war. 

Just 

what 

was 
it 

that 

its 

pilot, 

American 

William 

SChafner, 

was 

sent 

to 

intercept 

out 

over 

the 

North 

Sea 

22 

years 

ago 

and 

why 

was 

he 

ventually 

ordered 

to 

ditch 

his 

aircraft 

off 

Flamborough 

Head 

rather 

than 

return 

to 

North 

Lincolnshire? 

Now 

new 

information 

has 

been 

passed 

to 

the 

Evening 

Tele- 

graph. 

PAT 

OTTER 

reports 

on 
a 

story 

you 

may 

not 

believe 

. . 

.

XS894 

pictured 

at 

Binbrook 

in 

1967. 

It 

was 

the 

first 

F6 

Lightning 

delivered 

to 
5 

Squadron. 

. 

. 

The 

contact 

they 

had 

been 

by 

now 

beginning 

to 

cause 

sume 

tracking at 

speeds 

and 

altitudes 

alarm 

to 

.Nato 

commanders, 

they 

consistent 

with 

modern 

Russian 

found 

they 

were 

just 

as 

impotent 

warplanes 

turned 

through 

180 

as 

the 

Lightnings. 

degrees on 

a 

due 

north 

heading 

The 

alert 

had 

reached 

such 

a 

and within 

seconds 

disappeared 

level 

that 

the 

contact 

was 

being 

off their 

screens. 

Lat~r 

.th~y 

eal- 

m6nitored 

by 

the. 

Ballistic 

M
~sile 

.culated that 

to 

d? 

thIS 

ItS 

.speed. 

Early 

Warning 

System 

at 

Fylmg- 

must have 

been 

111 

the 

regIOn 

of 

dales 

Moor 

near 

Whitby, 

aJong 

. 17,400mph. 

with 

a 

s~cond 

BMEWS 

in 

With the 

contact 

now 

gone, 

the 

Greenland. 

Lightnings 

were 

yectored 

south 

The 

information 

they 

were 

col- 

to 

rendezyous 

:OV1th 

the 

tanker 

lectin" 

was 

relayed 

t

the 

North 

and 

remmned 

mrborne 

on 

Com- 

. 

ro 

.. 
_ _ _ 
.
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Rendezvous 

with 

the

mysteriou~ 

intruder 

NATO 

forces were 

being brought 

up to full 

alert 

by 
a 

myste’Y. 

object 

picked up 

on radar 

over the North 

Sea. 

At 

first 

It 

appeared 

to be yet 

another 

Russian 

aircraft 

out 

to 

test 

the 

reflexes 

of Allied 

air forces. 

But then 

the 

object 

began 

behaving 

In a way 

which baffled 

radar 

controllers. 

Nuclear 

bombers 

in the 

United States 

were ordered 

Into 

the 

air 

while 

the 

Pentagon 

decided that its 

man on 

the 

spot, 

a 

experi- 

enced 

Vietnam 

veteran then on 

an 

exchange 

visit 

to 

the 

RAF 

at 

Binbrook, should 

take a 

look. PAT 

OTTER 

continues 

the 

story 

of the last 

flight of’ Foxtrot 

94. 

C., 

APTAIN .William 

Schafer 

was sit- 

ting in the 

crew room of 

5 Squ~d- 

ron when the 

call came 

from HIgh 

Wycombe. The 

room overlooked 

the apron where 

a line of 

silver 

Lightnings stood, 

illuminated 

by the J:1igh- 

intensity 

sodium lighting. 

The crew 

room Itself 

was 

sparsely furnished, 

with ageing 

chairs which 

had 

seen better days, 

a bar which 

dispensed 

nothing 

stronger than 

black N escafe 

and walls 

adorned 

with plaques 

and pho.tographs 

~onated 

by visiting 

RAF and 

overseas air force 

umts. 

Schafer 

was still 

in his flying 

suit, after 

returning 

earlier that 

evening, fro!T1 

. a trainilW 

sortie 

in one of the 

squadron s 

aircraft. He IS 

remembered 

by those 

at Binbrook 

as a ~mall, 

powerfully-built man 

who loved to fly 

the smgle- 

seat 

Lightnings, so 

different from the 

’:1ew genera- 

tion of 

sophisticated 

aircraft then startmg 

to come 

into 

service in the 

USAF. 

When 

the call came, 

Schafer was 

helped into the 

remainder 

of his flying 

gear by other 

5 Squa~ron 

aircrew, 

went out through 

the door, 

turned nght 

and 

raced across the 

apron. 

. 

Two 

Lightnings in 

the line-up 

were virtually 

ready 

for flight. One, 

XS894, was in the 

process of 

having 

its fuel tanks 

topped up and 

was already 

connected 

to a power 

starter. 

Schafer 

climbed the 

steep ladder, 

hauled him- 

self into 

the cockpit, 

strapped in and 

started the 

engines. 

He waved 

aside the ground 

crew, who 

’,’J TC 

expected 1.0 help 

carry out the 

standard pre- 

n..:’ .. 

.’-...........\..... .......""won’" 

thn l"’",r",..Hn

lo s.ton ...and

hoses 

off 

and 

got 

out 

of 

the 

,’Yay," 

he 

was 

to 

say 

later. 

. 

Mr 

Mann 

remembered 

Schafer 

disregarding 

the 

ground 

marshaler, 

who 

was 

the 

eyes 

and 

ears 

of 

the 

pilot 

on 

the 

ground, 

as 

he 

swung 

the 

Lightning 

round. 

"His 

actions 

were 

unorthodox 

to 

say 

the 

le

st," 

he 

said. 

At 

22.06 

XS894 

blasted 

off 

from 

Binbrook’s 

main 

runway 

into 

the 

night 

sky. 

Those 

on 

the 

ground 

saw 

it 

disappear 

with 

a 

sheet 

of 

flame 

from 

its 

twin 

tail 

pipes 

as 

Schafer 

used 

reheat. 

It 

turned 

over 

the 

Wolds 

and 

the 

last 

they 

saw 

was 

its 

navigation 

lights 

heading 

out 

towards 

the 

North 

Sea. 

By 

now 

the 

mystery 

contact 

which 

had 

led 

to 

. 

five 

Lightnings, 

two 

Phantoms,three 

tankers 

and 

a 

Shackleton 

being 

scrambled 

over 

the 

North 

Sea 

was 

being 

tracked 

by 

radar 

controllers 

at 

Staxton 

Wold, 

which 

stands 

on 

high 

ground 

overlooking 

Scarborough. 

. 

The 

contact 

was 

flying 

parallel 

to 

the 

east 

coast 

90 

miles 

east 

of 

Whitby 

at 

530mph 

at 

6,100ft 

- an 

ideal 

course 

for 

an 

interception 

bya 

Binbrook 

Lightning. 

. 

What 

follows 

next 

is 

drawn 

from 

what 

we 

have 

been 

told 

is 

the 

official 

transcript 

of 

the 

conversa- 

tion 

which 

took. 

place 

between 

Schafer 

and 

the 

radar 

station 

at 

Staxton 

Wold. 

Schafer:’ 

I 

have 

visual 

contact, 

repeat 

visual 

. 

contact. 

Over. 

. 

Staxton: 

Can 

you 

identify 

aircraft 

type? 

S

hafer: 

Negative, 

nothing 

recognisable, 

no 

clear 

outlines. 

There 

is 

. . 

. 
bluish 

light. 

Hell, 

that’s 

bright.. 

. 
very, 

bright. 

C!oa__.__.. 
^_~ 

_~~.".... 
&__A- 

_ _._J._ 
I

____ 
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nlVI y 

sti~ry 

asp 

1 

otEnmNGTE~GRAPH’ 

Monday,~oo 

12, 

1~2 

cannot 

be 
. 

found 
9 -,~~...~,j

JUST as’ 

the 

. 

. controller 

at 

Staxton 

Wold 

lost contact 

with 

Captain Schafer, a 

radar 

operator, who 

had, . 

been 

tracking 

the 

. 

Lightning and 

the 

mystery object 

it 

had 

intercepted. watched in 

dis- 

belief. 1’he twobps on 

the 

screen, rprescnting 

the 

fighter’ and 

its. 

quarry, slowly 

merged 

.into 

one, . decelerated ,rapic:\ly’frorn 

ver’ 

5001

ph,until. 

..theY 

b

arrie ’stationary: 

;6.00Qft 

above the 

North, 

Sea: 

14miles’ out 

off 

Alnwik. ’.’ 

. 

. 

What ex.actlyhap- pened inside 

the 

ground’ control 

centre 

at 

Staxton IS open 

to , 

conjec~ure. But 

our 

informa:tion is that 

one 

suggestion ws that 

the’ 

two 

Lightnings then 

on 

Combat Air Patrol’ 

off 

the 

Scottish 

coast 

should be sent 

south 

immediatclybut 

it was 

over-ruled’ by 

the 

senior fighter 

control-’, 

ler, 

who continued 

to 

try 

to re-establish 

con- 

tact 

with 

Captain 

Schafer in Foxtrot 

94. 

,Two and a 

half 

!",.i~_ute~ .?ft~~ ~e 

~~~1~ .

’:~Ui

ckleton: 

"No’ 

115 

,th~ 

weather 

began 

to 

S.ABR,E 

’yet.NOnareS’d< 

detenorate. 

.’ 

.’ 

el~r,l;Iangon.. 

W
’re, 

-0 
~:. 
T
~ 5
h 

continued. 

,. 

." 

,. 

gomg 

round 

again. 

.:. 

wen 

.nto 

the. 

next 

day 

.’ 

"It’rnaywell 

be 

that 

.’ 

AnotherJwominutes 

but. 

t1.teI;e 

were 

no, 

.. 
the. 

fear 

was 
that 

ela 

sed.’ 

_ 

tranSmISSions 

from’the 

. 

.’ 

.theaircra:R 

has 

suf. 

..... 

fha.eltlet~n:,qCL~acons’carried 

by 

the 

.fered,radiation’coIFOver." 

. 

....;.p.llotand 

on 

board 

the 

. 

.tamination 

although 

’., 

St

xto.n: 

Receiving 

aircraft 

and 

the 

official 

. 

sOm.e 

weeks 

later, 

you, 

77. 

Over. 

. 

", 

’. 

reports 

say 
no 

distress’ 

. 

when 

the. 

wreckage 

. 

Shackleton: 

1’his 

is 

.’. 

flares 

were 

seen. 

was 

examined 

at 

Bin- 

odd, 

GCI.She’s 

sinking’ 

. 

However, 

the 

follow- 

broo. 
. 

k, 

~o 
trace 

of 

con- 

fas,t 

but 

.,. 

the. 

.. 

c~o- " 
109 

day 

the 

Evening 

tammabonbyanything 

py 
s 

closed 

up 

agam. 

Telegraph 

reported 

other 

than 

salt 

water’ 

Over. 

,’. 

’.’ 

. 

, 

nares 

had 

been 

seen 

was 

found. 

Staxt~n: 

Can 

you 

con- 

’about 

10 

miles 

offshore 

St

xton:’ 

Foxtrot 

94.. 

firm 

lllot 

clear 

a.fair:- 

and 

the 

Grimsby 

Can 

you 

ditch 

aircraft" 

craft. 

Over. 

’.’ 

. 

tra~ler 

Ross 

Kestrel, 

,Over. 

. 

. 

S~ackleton: 

He’s 

not 

which 

was 

passing 

. 

Schafer: 

She’shandl- 

10 

It, 

we 

can 

co.nfirm 

through 

the 

Flambor- 

. 

ing 

fine. 

I 

an 

bririg 

her 

that. 

H~ 
must 
be 
10 
the 

~>ugh 

~rea, 

had 

gone 

to 

in. 

Over. 

water 

somewhere. 

mvesbgate 

but, 

even 

Staxton’ 

Negative 

94 

. 

Staxwn: 

Any 

distress 

though 

more 

fiares 

I 

repeat: 

can 

youc

itch 

sIgnals 

or 

flares 

yet? 

were. 

seen, 

she 

found 

aircraft? 

Over.,,",’. 

...... 

,Over. 

..... 

nothmg. 

. 

schafer: 

Yeah". 

.:’J’~bacJdeton: 

~.Nega- 

. 

guess.’. 

.’ 

. 

’.’ 

bve.. 

qCI. 

GoIng 

round-rr. . 

he 

’J’elegraph-

l..... 

C".~v.__. 

c.__.:n..... 
QA 

ag!l!.n. 

9ver. 

" 

. 

’. 

reported 

th 

.’"" 
__ 

""___._"’~=h 

I:’_L_I’"_

RADAR 

controllers 

at 

Staxton Wold, 

Just 

south of Scar- borough, had 

guld

the Light- 

ning 

’)etflght

~ 

from 

Binbrook to 

the 

mystery con- 

tact 

which had 

.’ 

". 

--,- - . 

been 

eluding its. 

Nato" 

trackers" 

for, 

almost 

. 

four 

hours. 

The 

pilot. 

Captain 

William 

Schafer,a 

USAF 

pilot 

oilaR 

eJ:cf1ange 

tour 

with the RAF, 

reported 

seeing 

something’ 

not 

cOl:’ltained 

In any 

of the 

official 

aircraft 

recognition 

manuals. 

It 

was 

conlcal.ln . shape 

.and 

Incredibly’ 

bright 

.Wlth 

. 

what 

’. 

SChafer 

descrlblt(l as 

.0me~h1ng 

like 

a’~s.occe.. 

. 

ball" 

In 

!ts 

walke. 

Then 

Schafer’s 

radio 

went 

silent. 

PAT, 

QTTER 
. 

continues 

the 

story 

of the riddle 

ofJ=oxtrot 

94. 

:’ 

., 

. 

"

How 

the 

loss 

was 

reported 
In 

the 

Evening 

Telegraph 

and 
. 

Scarborough 

Evening 

N..... . 

", 

,.,’ 

::-, 

0: 

,w 

:

elapsed 

as 

Schafer 

was 

left 

to 

circle 

the’ 

Flam- 

borough 

area 

along’ 

with 

the 

Shackleton. 

. 

In 

the 

meantime, 

. 

StrikeCommandHQ 

at 

High’ 

Wycombehad 

instructed’ 

Staxton’ 

Wold 

to 

request 

Schafer. 

ditch 

his 

Light- 

ning 

.off 

Flamb

rough. 

Although 

he’ 

had 

plenty 

of 

fuel 

to 

reach 

either 

.. 

nearby 

Lecon- 

field 

or 

his 

home 

. 

base. 

of 

Binbi’ook, 

it 

appears 

the 

reason 

for/ 

High 

. 

Wycombe’s. 

decision’ 

. 

was 

a 

fear’ 

tMt 

the 

Lightning 

had 

,some- 

howbecorh

contami- 

’nlited 

..... 

dutln’g 

its 

. 

rnystery.. 

interception 

: 

’.~ov

f 

the’North’Sea;’":-" 

, 

’’’’, 

,-.... 

..,.’;; 

,...r 
..~" 

_~’ 
..~’. 

-’.



-~ 
..........~..... 
/’ .. 

’. 

-~ - 

’ 

..".; . - 

,AlII 

. - 

~ THE loss 

of the 

Blnbrook 

Lightning 

n~ 

and its 

American 

pilot had 

simply 

18= 

been 

reported as 

just 

another 

air 

tOF.\! 

crash 

by newspapers 

_ along 

the 

~~~ 

north-east 

coast of 

England. 

Repor- 

Iff ir I I ( ~ I!

WHEN 

the wreckage 

of 

. 

XS894 was 

finally 

lifted 

from the 

sea bed 

some 

five 

miles off 

Flamborough 

Head, it was 

taken 

in some secrecy 

straight 

to RAF 

Binbrook. Air crashes in 

the North Sea 

in those 

days were relatively 

common 

and much 

of the wreckage 

found its 

way into 

relUe 

Grimsby where 

often Evening 

Telegraph 

He 1 

photographers 

were on hand 

to record 

w 

the event. But 

not with XS894. 

:sk~d 

It was also 

common 

practice for 

f r 

wrecked aircraft 

to be taken 

to the 

a~ m 

MoD’s Crash 

Investigation 

Branch at 

le~e’ 

Farnborough 

where detailed 

examina- 

ordet 

tions were carried 

out in an 

attempt to 

r .<; ’\ 

fmd the cause 

of accidents. 

But this 

. 

di<;\n’~ h~p~~n 

with J:CS984. 

. 

_ 

_______ ,..1’ th.o 

~ur~r!ln

~_____WEDNESDAY- 

OCTnRJ:R"7 

100’)

EVENINGTELE

RAPH, 

Tuesday, 

October 

13, 

1992

11

ters 

were 

used 

to 

handling 

stories 

like 

this, 

which 

occurred 

with 

some 

regularity. 

The 

ditching 

of 

XS894 

provided 

front-page 

stories 

for 

the 

. 

Grimsby 

Evening 

Telegraph 

and 

the

Scarborough 

Evening 

News 

on 

Sep- 

tember 

9~ 

1970. 

But 

they 

only 

told 

part 

of 

the 

story. 

PAT 

OTTER 

con- 

cludes 

our 

investigation 

into 

the. 

Riddle 

of 

Foxtrot 

94.

the 

North 

Sea. 

The 

ejector 

seat 

also 

seemed 

to 

be 

’wrong’ 

and 

there 

was 
a 

suspicion 

later 

among 

the 

investigators 

that 

it 

was 

not 

. 

the 

one 

fitted 

to 

the 

aircraft 

when 

XS894 

took 

off 

from 

Binbrook 

on 
its 

final 

flight. 

They 

were 

even 

given 

an 

assurance 

by 

the 

OC 

of 
5 

Squadron 

that 

the 

seat 

had 

not 

been 

tampered 

with. 

But 

some 

of 

the 

investigators 

were 

not 

convinced. 

Interestingly, 

an 

Evening 

Telegraph- 

reader, 

who 

was 

serving 

at 

Binbrook 

at 

the 

time, 

told 

us 
in 

1988 

that 

he 

recalled 

seeing 

an 

official 

report 

on 

the 

crash 

which 

suggested 

that 

the 

seat 

was 

faulty 

and 

this 

was 

why 

Captain 

Schafer 

failed 

to 

eject. 

Brian 

McConnell, 

a 

former 

sergeant 

at 

Binbrook, 

said 

the 

cartridge 

on 

the 

seat 

had 

failed 

to 

fire 

because 

of 

faulty 

installation. 

However, 

this 

is 

very 

much 

at 

odds 

with 

the 

eye-witness 

account 

of 

tt... 

~h:\("kleton 

crew 

who 

saw 

the 

ca!1o~y

And 

that’s 

where 

the 

trail 

of 

the 

mystery 

of 

XS894 

goes 

cold. 

Well, 

almost. There 

is 

just 

one 

further 

item 

of 

information 

available. 

On 

the 

night 

of 

September 

8, 

1970, 

a- 

couple- 

and 

their 

daughter 

were 

walking 

their 

dog 

along 

the 

coastal 

path 

at 

Alnmouth 

Bay, 

Northumberland 

- 
almost 

opposite 

the 

point 

over 

the 

North 

Sea 

where 

Schafer 

made 

his 

interception 

_ when 

they 

saw 

and 

heard 

something 

strange. "We 

had 

been 

walking 

for 

maybe 

10 

minutes 

when 

we 

heard 

a 

very 

high- 

pitched 

humming 

noise," 

they 

later 

said 

10 
a 

statement 

to 

MoD 

personnel. 

"The 

dog 

kept 

cock,ingher 

head 

to 

one 

side 

and 

grow1in~. 

It 

seemed 

impossible 

to 

tell 

from 

wluch 

direction 

the 

noise 

was 

coming, 

it 

seemed 

everywhere. 

It 

lasted 

for 

maybe 

10 

to 

15 

seconds. 

"About 

five 

minutes 

later 

the 

eastern 

_ ’-’_ __ 1;1....... 
r1,nnt 

Haht1nfl. 

onlv

INVESTIGATORS’ 

JOB 

CURTAILED
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were 

subject 

to 

no 

more 

secrecy 

. 

than 

any 
other 

aceident. 

Tbeusual 

procedure 

w
to 

publish 

initial 

and 

subsequent 

findings 

as 
the



"
1’O ...- ,In the"’d Sea.. It 

Is 

plotu.... 
sl

r.g<tf

m’\~he 

bows 

of 

the 

recovery 

vessel 

kinless, 

probably 

in 

Brldllngt

n 

Bay, 

after 

it 

had 

been 

hauled 

to 

the 

surface 

some 

two 

months 

after 

It 

orashed 

on 
. 

September 

8, 

1970. 

What 

is 

remarkable 

’S 

the 

condition 

of 

the 

aircraft. 

It 
Is 

almost 

completely 

intact 

although’t 

does 

seem 

the 

fuselage 

Is 

damaged. 

This 

could 

have 

happened 

when 

the 

aircraft 

hit 

the 

sea 

or 

during 

the 

recovery. The 

cockpit, 

which 

was 

closed 

and 

empty, 

Is 

not 

visible 

but 
It 

Is 

noticeable 

that 

the 

air 

brakes 

on 

the 

fuselage 

are 

extended, 

indicating 

the 

pilot 

was 

flying 

as 

slowly 

as 

possible/when 

the 

Lightning 

hit 

the 

sea. 
Information 

passed 

to 

the 

Evening 

Telegraph 

by 
a 

",an 

Investigating 

the 

loss 

of. 
the 

aircraft. 

suggests 

the 

American 

ot)vas 

otder~;t,djtch 

t,e. 

Lightning 

er 

Interceritlnli,

,.ii.A..-e",:ObJect 

over 

N....rth.. 

e"".........: 

::~\\\v....\’w."’."..,.,:..i""!~.."\...... 

..... 

.".’i.i........... 

. 

0.. 

. 

,’....i"’"’,’%iW:’’’’.:,

:

’’’P’’::\’ 

. 

. 

. 

ut 

two 

former 

Liahtnfna 

pilots 

have 

. 
. 

the 

sea 

. 

.rcise
its
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SCIENTISTS from across Britain are set to hit 
&nnybridge in a bid to investigate tbe UFO sigbtings 
made in tbe ana. 
And tbe national media has been in tbe village as 

news of tbe 
P. 
henomenon spreads. More and more I sigbtings of UFOs are being reported - local people 

. 

claim to have se;:n light:! and o!.her objects in !.he sky,’ 
Now UFO experts have pledged to look further into 
tbe reporu and will visit tbe area. (See page 19) I

MEN: Watch f
N 
RK

L"qSI AJ I &/-\ 

14 . ADVERTISER, Wednesday November 4 1992

UFO probe L 
tAN investigation is he was approached by a Councillor Buchanan 

u n d e r VI’ a y i n t 0 "visibly shaken" local also added that ~ firmly 
s i g h tin g s 0 r businessman claiming he believed the businessman ~ unidentified flying had seen "a strange lighted -= who wished to remain ~r. 
objects in Falkirk object in tbe sky", anonymous - and had ~7ghl’ D. t . t. In a statement to the known him for many Years, .. AID] S]: IS nc Advertiser. Councillor 

Environmental Health Buchanan said; "This is not 
"I could understand his I It is 

boss Malcolm Macdonald- the only sighting in this reluctance to, speak to of ex!- 
confirmed this week that area and I take the matter anybody on this matter as i lead" 
his department had received seriously. I contacted he quite rightly assumes he: on 
an inquiry regarding an Falkirk District Council’s would be laughed at and: d, 
UFO s.ighting in the environment department to ridiculed," said the’, 
Bonnybndge ar7a. 

, check if there had been any Bo,’;Dybridge councillor. . 
ADd Councillor Billy military manouevres in the If ~yoru: else has seen (\ 

Buchanan has revealed that ea .. somelhing please phone me sto ar . _ I wiJI take it seriously." 1: ;l Environmental Health Fort: 
boss Malcolm Macdonald David ~ said the UFO inquiry would ex h i ~ (’, 1JJI1tfh’ ~nc~~i:~d 

~ithan~e :~~! ~:; ~ query. ’I and AU " .. I "It is not one of the The 

I usual lines of complaint we ’I" ~ :. I 
receive," he added. Cor-

/f’
I J / 

\ -;- \~

Local 
support 

for 
UFO 
claims

MORE people are 
claiming to have 
seen UFOs in the 
Bonnybridge area. 
Following last 

week’s Advertiser 
story on sigbting:! of 
unidentified fiying 
objecU around the 
village, more people 
have reported. seeing 
strange ligbted crafI.s 
in tbe sky, No.... a team or 
scientists are urging 
anyone .",ho has seen 
anything to contact 
tbem. 
Malcolm Robinson 

of the Psychic 
Phenomena Unit said: 
"We are taking this 
whole thing very 
seriously Indeed. 1 
would appeal to 
anyone who has seen 
any sort or object to 
contact me on (0259) 
724033." 
Local councillor 

Billy Buchanan has 
be1:n innndated witb 
calls from people who 
have had a "close 
encounter", 
"Now tbat it’s out 

In the open," said 
Councillor Buchanan, 
"more people are 
comIng forward. 
Before, they said 
nothing ror fear or 
being laughed at". 
Councillor 

Buchanan has also 
attacked national 
newspaper reporu at 
tbe weekend which he 
said ridiculed the 
people ....ho had come 
forward to report tbe sightings. 
Television, radio 

and national ne....spaper reporters 
have been in tbe area 
to talk to some or tbe 
people who have had sightings.

Foundry Ii~an~~ 
/I LQS7

THE e!

Hev 
Ca 
hOt

A NEW fu 
Carronshore he 
begun, 

Derelict cou r. 
Blackmill Crescent 
being demolished ’ 

new development 
and new shops" 
benveen FalidIk 0 
builders Morrison 
New housing for 

will go up on Carro, 
with a residen al de 
site in Main StreeL 
The shops and fla t 

considered for r 
investigations sh. 
structural problems 
option out d a 
proposal was workcc 
Local membe. 

Councillor Stephen 
delighted to see 
removed at last lJ

r/ I 6/t 
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i .~ I1’Y~N}i’G’;rk t6hA;:;;: 1’:{;;~~:;.;;r;;92 ;"~at-and-mouse with a 
17 ~400mph radar blip 

" [’HE chain of events ",) \ which led to’ the 
’.J .~ 

. 
crash o{ Lightning . . XS894 (rom 5 

Squadron at HAF Bin- 
brook and the disappear- 

’i: ,ance of its pilot began at 
,’\~, ,8.17 on’the night of Scp-, 

; ?’. tember II, 1970; in an 
,; ;, ’,,~ isolated building on the ~a" N’ Shetland Islands. ’.\!v: ".’ I, Sau Vord Wag one afthe chain ’’i<! "C’,:!of radar /ltatians whose task it ,I,:.’;,;." . waa to sl""t unidentified aircruIt, 

".’ , " ":’ approachmg the North Sea O’r the ,’:’::J::’ ,; sensitive "leelnnd gap", : ",.," Remember, ti s was 1970 when ’t Ii I : the Cold War was lit Its h",ight 
!:: "H;;\ and Russian IO’ng.rnroge aircraft ,,’ I made ,’regular ’sorties Into the 
"tf)., No’1h’ Atlanlic: and along ~he ’A’;’’:; Br!ti$h COMt to test the rencllon ’"!’:;’’’’’ of Nato flr-hte",., , ’i;~’’’;;’’ " On this particular night. a radar ;...;,: ;’, operator at Sua Vord picked up ’~:;;, ,.", the blip ot an unidentified aircraft "^ :;’ OV\!t’ the North Sit" halfway, 
’\ \’,..:J; between Ihe Shetlands and Ale. 
" " ; Bund. In Norway." , t~i:7 \~ The contact was’monitored for <\\.,.;’" several minutes at a steady sp"",d 
),: ’,i; of 630mph. at 37,0001\, holding 
’j A’ , altitude and on’ a soulh.we.terly 
ii"~ ...hending. Then S.."" V rd notcd ’! ,"." Iho eontact was turning through \:~t/. 30 degr(oe$ to he-ad due south. It ,,:;.,.’ Incre4\$ed s~d to OOOmph (mnch ’’’’’’:’’’’’’ 1.25) and climbed to 44.000f’l. ~ili’: :. ’~"..’ t’ollowlng laid-down proce. ",-, . dures. radar controllers at Saxa 
r., ’~.. Vord fl....hed a scramble mes..,ge !:~ff 10’ the Quick Heaetion Alert t’.....+ Flight at the near""t Nato airfield, :i.. ,,,’ RAt’ Lnuch:lrs nn the ea.t coast ;’, ’1~ofScot1and, not far from Dundee. 
; ~t:<:’ ~, n r"..dy on f6’~ r’~~ such "n alert, 
"..~,:t.. _. were scnunb.ed and ,\.vlthin 
;" ,minutes were airborne and head. ".. I Jllg out O""r the North S"3. . 

ii,’:,W" Aner d,ecldngthe posilion of -,! ’d’ Victor lOA, the . 

> ~ /, ere guided north 
.:> "". $0 tar It was a 1..:; _~:.: rou ~e scramble for. what was. ’: ,~u>en assumed to be.a RUS3ian ’11::,;:. " Bear’ or Badger, the long-range ,>’ ’(:1 ’ ’reconnaisance aircraft us"d to ...,’:""1-’, ~;;,,~"! nerv"" of !.he, noya! Air, 
;S ’~- ;1 But it was lhen that th" radar 
t ..’ ’pjoUers on the SheUand Islands v " ’SAW somelhln/C on thl.’ir screen5 
t)"’O which they found impossible to ’,~ believe. ’{;~~ ~1";\~’ 
r:;; ,,,\ : "’1’- ’,. ’~\.tiL ...c;:’ :-f :;.>) \.oJ 

J;::r::
:S’r.:..} , ,:~Q<) ~ti;k’~ 
"}~V. ~ ~fr; *~;i:

Th" radar atatlons and airbue. put on alert by Ih. firal conlacts 
that night. . 

’1’1)1111. at 2J ,39. rad"r contron..r. fronl,:tOO miles northeast or.:’ ~~e~.ur~~~ ~~~~aJ~~~f;’n~hl: ~.t;r~~~~igtl~i~’/I~r~g~~i~~di,~~: : 
1.3OOmph - almosl the limit of illto Ihe air from Comshall In! 
bolh the Lightnings and Phan, N"rfolk and. with another tanker" I ’ tom. - at " holding altitude of tl> form a CAP 170 mil(>$ east 01 i ’ ’ 

III,nOOf!. It was on a south-west. Great Yarmouth, ’fhe eontliCt.was ’ 
erly headi",,: coming from the somewherlJ between the..., two ’ 
directil>n oflhe Skllgertak, off tile lines of supersonic fighters.’ I I 
northern tip of Denmark, While aU tI,i. WitS going en,: i 
Two more Lightnings were HAt’ staff at FyUngdate", which 11 scrambled from Lcucb"... and was in eonslant eontad with, I were ordered to rendczvoua with NOIlAD lit Cheyenne Mountain_!. 

a Vietor tanker and th"n maintain heard, ominously, that the $tmt". , i’ 
a CAP on a ~O.mUe cast-west gic Air Command nq at Omaha.,’ Nebraska. WIIS ordermg its ,n:;2!, 

bembers Into the air, ’I ; 
It was an order wh h could:’- 

only have como from Ihe highest, ’ level. What had st.,rtcd as a ’ 
routine sighting of what wa.., 
beUeved to be a Russian aircrnft, , 
had now reached the White:, ~~~~tSiu:~drd fI;;~’:t~abIY. Presl.:’ 
NORAD was lold by i’ o.fIc1n!s at the P ntagnn I, 

thai a USAF pilot of I ’ g,..,."t e"rwrience was: 
pres"’nlly Oil an e>lebang..., visit : wilh the RAP’ and was stationed i at B nbrook, the Nurth LinC<)ln. ’ 

shire fighter base 11 tew mUes . , 

f.’om Gr msby. ;, i, Rapid inquiries wcre made and, 
it waS discovI!fed lhe pilot was on 
the $lawn and WRS. by coln"I,’ 
denceJ Hflight .f1vaUabJeu. ! ~’.~ 
AI around 21.45 a r’!’lucsl was: 

made from II very JU/lh le\’c! 
within NORAD, through Strike"." 
C?J’nmnnd’s UK lH::ad~1Drtcra .at; ~. ~;g~k W;~eo~’::; for AF’ ~~:;; i :1’ 

Schafer "if III all to j ln I, 
the QRA Lightn looking f<>r’. : ’ 
the mystery cnntae!, ,. 
By this lime four Lightning..,: 

two I’hantoms and three tankers ! 
were IItready airborne and they’ j 
were jQined hy a Shackleton M!t3 ~) 
from Kinloss, which was ordered " 
to patrol on a north..oulh hend- " , 

iug at 3,OOOft, 10 roil"s out I’"mi i’.’ 
lhe casl CQ3Sl. i 

.~ , : 
lJIuhrook’s QRA Lightning", ~ 

wert! bcin;f he1d in T SCrvC. but it-: -~ ’ ~’~~r~fcW~~, t~’:"N~:ir.t ~~~j~~ i : ’ 

ahke ui,ncld - fluwn by C<lpt ;! 
Scharer, The Americans wank,!,: " 
one of their own lit the gharl’ "nd ’ 
when it como to cornering the my,.tury contact. . . TOMORROW, Conlacl over the 
North Sea. ’

TONIGHT we start our detailed look at the events 
leadIng up to the ditching in the North Sea of 
Lightning Foxtrot 94, a single-seat fighter from 5 
Squadron at Binbrook whose final flight Is at the 
centre of one of the most puzzling aviation stories 
since the war. Just what was it that Its pilot, American 
,William Schafner, was sent to intercept out over the 
.North Sea 22 years ago and why was be eventually 
ordered to ditch his aircraft olf Flamboroagh Head 
rather than return to North Lincolnshire’? Now new 
information has been P;.ssed to the Evening Tele- 
graph. PAT OTTER reports on a story you may not 
believe. , .

XS894 pictured at 8tnbl’OOk In 19117, It wall the flr$11’6 Lightning 
datlvered to 5 Squadron. 

The eO!1t.,ct Ihey had been by now beginning to cause some tfllcking at speeds and aJtitudea alarm to Naln commnnders, they consistent wilh mod(trn H...sslnn round they were ,just as impotent warplanes turned throUgh. J80 as Ihe Lij\htnlnl!s. d"grees "n a due norlh h",,,ding The alert had "",ached such a and within seconds di.app.....red lev,,1 that !.he contact wos beillg off their sereens, Later they I:’al. n")fIItared by the Ba!!istie Mi,sile eulated ihat to do this IL. ’speed Early Warnin" Svstem ot ]<’’’lind. must have been In the region of d t M .., ’h 
17.400m]:\h, . w~t’ ~ OO: c’:,~~~ vg~~Vw~!07g With th" contact now gone, lhe Greenland. Lightnings were vecl"rod south 
to rendezvous wilh the tanker ’rhe information U,cy we"c col. 
and remallled airb"",e on Com- lectin~ Was rclayed to the North b.:Jt Air P-atroL Amcw.:an Air Duf nce Cornrm:md 
During the ne><t hnur the al Cheyenne Mountain "nd the 

mystery contact reappeared US Detection and ’j’raeklng Cen- 
several times, approaching from Ire tit Colorado Springs. ~~~g~O~~~e E;;;~t t~~:’t~h:’1~~:: m~~h~a~~~;~";;.o~~:;a~~~ cePi. It lu.med and disap.peared between the Lightnings and a/l" In. Phanwms and the mystery con. th~YSnoAw!rFtwo’~,}i’h4’dPI~.’;:nwsmscramO’~ tact was stlJl going on, Then. :It ~ U ..~ Q ,~, ’ 21.05 after th" fighte,.,. had made bled from tile American bM>C at yet IInother abortive attempt 10 Keflavik In Iceland. They. hlld get close, the contact vanished oI’t much more sophisticated radar the radar screens, than the British Lightnings ood The Lightning. were ordered to "’"’’ ah!e to pick up the mystery return to Lcuehara while the contact themselves. Phantoms wcre instructed to nut when they, lao, tried to get carry out" Combal Air Plltrol to close enough to identify what was the cast of Icelalld,

" 
I!

,I,

"

, .’
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.. 
’>;Jjt s turnIng. 
straight for
OAPTAIN 

. 

.’ ..Wi!! ~m 
.’ ’. Schafer 

was sit- 
ng in’ the crew’ 

foom of 5 Squad. 
fon when the call 
came from High 

I \Vycombe, 
t’ : Thc" ruont .over- 
’looked the upron . 
where -a HfH,’ or stlvcr.. 
.(inish -lJi~~h[Bin~s 
{$loOO, !IIuminnlt’d by 
the high-inlensity 
sodiun’t - bghln~, "he 
CteWfOO1t\ itself W-iIS 
spurs.,ly . furnished, 
with agcinf~ - chairs 
which had seen better 
days, n bar which dis- 
pensed nolhing 
.slronger :.’U",n black 
Ncscafe’ and walls 
adorned .with pla’lues 
and . phologr"phs 
donated ,’.by visiting

Brian Mann -I panicked 
RAF und vC’rsm~s air 
force units. 
Sch.fc’r was still in hi.. O~’ing suit, "ner 

rdurmng cnrlit’T than cvc-uing from : t tntin.. 
log sortie in onc of th~ 
squadron~s ~I rernft. 1 Ie i.5 - rcn’tcmucrcd by 
thosc ut Binbrook U$ a 
$mull, wNfully- ui!t 
man who loved to ny

the sln[(le.,eal Lighl. 
nings, so diffcrent 
ft’om the Hew. gCOCt1!. 
.Uon. of sophisHcnkd 
n n’r:tft . Utcn stnrH"n 
to corne into service n 
th" USA~’. 
When the c~ilt ’[’nme 

Sdm! r was he1t}l.:d 
into tht~ rcrnainder uf hi. !\ring l1"a, by 
other ..’ Squad,.on ir~ 
crew, \Vent out 
through the door 
tUfIled righl and raced 
across lhe .apron. 
"rwo Li{:htning’fO in 

the line--up W(~t1.’ vir- 
tually ready for night: 
Ot1(.\ XS894, w:.ts . in 
the proC(!ss of having 
its fuel !<Inks l,.ppcd 
up and wns already 
cum’tt.><:te: to .a po\vcr 
.stnrter. 
Schafer climbed the 

sleep laddt", hauled 
hlmse!f inlo Ih" cock. 
pit. strnppcd in and 
starkd the engines. Ite . 
waved ..ide lhe 
gnmndcrcw, who\....<:;tJ’c 
expected 10 help ’’’my 
out Ihe slandnrd pre- 
flighl checks, ordered 
the refudlng to :;-top 
and failed to sign the 
rc~u!aUol\ f rn, H ~ni~ 
t).jug he was’ twPP)’ 
with the airerafl. 

It was armed with 
Iwo Red Top oir-lo.ail’ 
missiles, one of whkh W.5 Eve and the other 
a (humny, und ~nouf..!h 
:Uhnm c~mn(Jn sht>H!:
JiH. i’I Six.N(!CUn bUf"5l. 
One of the men un 

Hu.! ground t.’l’l’W at the Hm\-’ \\’U5 Hr m ~!aHn 
of Grirnsby.i who was 
driving oue: of the- fuel 
bowscrs, He rcm m~ 
bC’1’$ XS8!H Ix:ing r~’- 
J’u"Jled at 0 "’Ie of 150 
gal10ns a minutc when 
suddenly the ci\rdncs 
started. ."ThCW filhwts 
on the tanker a1tu<(,)st ~~",;kt lJ;~’!,:J;~~}1~’;,’
got out ofthe way," he 
was t.o say later, . 

.Mr Mann rcmcm- 
b"red Schafer disr.,.. 
garding the g"olllld<:1’ marsha-lIer, who Wt1$ 
the eyes "nd cars of 
the pilot on the 
ground, ". he swung

EVi~N!NG TELEORAPII. SltW,<I~UOctoh!>t ,~,,1Imlf’... I) ’I

. "

HA TO forces were beln!! brought up to 
full alert by a mystery object pIcked up 
on radar over Ihe North Sea. At flr$t II 
appeared to be yel I>>1olher Russian 
aircraft oul to le$t the reflexes ef 
IIJlled air ferces. Bul then U1e obJect 
began behaving in a way which baflled 
radar conlroUers, Nllclear bombers In 
the I.Inlled Slates we.... ordered Into 
the air w"lIe Ihe Pentagon decided that 
iI$ man...n’lhe.spot, an experIenced 
Vlelnam veteran I"en on an exchange 
vIsit willI Ihe RAF al Binbrook, should 
lake a lo..k. PAT OTTeR C:01Jtlnuos Ih" 
story ..f IlIe lul fIIgllt of Foxtrot 94,

the Lighll1in~ round. 
"His act ous were 
unorthodox to say Ihe lea.!," he said. 
AI 22.06 XS894 

blasted off from Uin. 
brook’s main runwuy 
into lhe nighl sk)’. ’l’ho$c un the ~ro\lnd 
saw it disapP-e~lr with .., sheet of n lnc frum 
its twin tail pip~~ .as 
Schofer us~-d rehe,,!. It 
turned over the Wu1ds 
m,d tile last ti,e)’ s"w 
was its uuvjgnlion 
lights headin!;" oul loward. the North 
Seu.

By n () w’ the 
tnyp;kr eont<1ct 
which hud oIcd.to 

five Lightn ng~. l...".o 
Phnntoms. U1n~c tunk~ 
nrs: and .a Stmekietun 
bcin.g sctmnblcd over 
the Norlh Sen w..s ’",ing tnlcked by j’adar 
conlrollers at 1’>I..xlon 
Wold, which slands on 
hi!;"h ground overlook. 
ing Scarborough. 
The conloct wlls l1y- 

ing parolJ l 10 Ihe .,ast 
coost 90 miles casl of 
Whitby at 530mph ut 
G,IOOfl - an ideal 
coursu for nn intcf’Ccp- 
tion by a Uill rook : 
Lightning. 
.Whal fonews next is 

drawn from whal we

hove Ix:en told is lhe 
official Irunscript of 
the conversation 
which took pLace 
belween Schafer und 
the radar s~IUon at 
Slaxlon Wold. 
Schar.r: I hitVe visunl 
cQotnet. n..>pcat visual cont~tct. Over. SUfxto-n: Can you 
idcuUry att’cwll l’.llK:’! 
Scltafer: N(.~g’~\Uvu. 

nothing’ rccog,nhwhle, 
no . ’dear outHncs. 
There i. ... blll!"h 
lil!hL Hell, Ih~t’s 
bflght . . . very bright. 
SrfJxfon: Art! your 

jnstruutents function- 
ing, 9H Clwck com. 
pm;s, Over. 
Schafer: ^fnrm<t~ 

live, GCI. rm "1""1(- 
5iide it now, rnaybc 
OOtm off my ... U’H " 
conical slwp , J(,<:7.(~) 
that’s bright, It hurls 
my eY<C$ to l ok nl it 
for more thnn 1). few 
.secoI1ds. 

Staxton: How d ~e 
are you now? 
Schafer: About 

400ft, hc’3 sliU in my 
lhree o’clock. Hey wait 

. ’. therc’s something ~~e;l~alli~~. ft’;1j~~ 
ii’, mad", ofgJas...... 

Slaxlon: 15 it ’pITtl of ~~’i.l bi;;~r~r Indep"n. 
Scha fer: It ... no, il’. separate li’om Ihe 

main body, . . th" eon- 
ienl shape ... iI’s al 
Ihe back ""d, lhe sh~rp erld of the 
shape. II’s Uke I>oh. 
bing up and down and 
going from sjc;h~ to side 
sl"wl)’. II n",y be lIl" 
power source. Thefc.oS 
no sign of b"lIistics. 

SIDKlon: Is there any 
si/:n of occUfJaUuu? 
Over. 
Schafer: Negntive, 

,,"thin!;. 
Sla.lon: Can you 

, assess the role. . ? 
Schafer: Contnct in 

d"scenl gentle, Am 
going wilh it . ... 50 . . . 
no about 70n ,.. iI’s 
leveU"d 0\11 ngain. 
SlaKron: Is Ihe b"U 

objecl slil! w h it? 
Over. 
$ch8fer: AfrirnHl. 

live. It’s not actmdty 
connected, , . m~J,}’bc u 
mugneUe attnu:tto-t1’ h) 
the conical shupe, 
Therc’s a haze of light. 
Ye’ow ... it’s within 
lhat haze. Wall a 
second, it’s t.urniug. , . 
cominn struight for tnC’ 

. . , shit .., am taking 
evasive neUon ,..’ U 
few. . . ! can hatd!. . . 

Sta:dc!1; 941 Come in 
94. Foxtrol 9~, arc YOU 
t(?,C(!v \g? Over. C mQ 
in !l4. Over. 
.NEXT INSTALMENT: 
Schafer dilchos and dlsappe.r..

, Alarming’ 
greenhouse 
gas levels 
N1THOGEN dioxide Icvel. arc 10 be monitored in 
Grimsby. 1!~our ~Hcs wiU bcsurv~ycd as ;: lft of a 
to-year ru]tiQn~1 $J.urvey of air J(~\’-cts of the gfls. 
Grlmsby’s Public lIealth and Licensing om. mW.cc- approv-cd the rt~commcftdnUon by Ian 

BoHon, Director of Envtful1mcnt.al Services. 
Nitrogcn dioxide, along w h carbon dioxide 

nnd (~nrb{}n monoxide, is one of the main 
,:rL"’Cnhousc gasc~. ’Ill" resulis will offer a judgcmenl on seveml 
government llnti.poJhlt n po-licit.’:;. ffhc-sc h;t’llC incfud{~d the iu(ro uf:Uon nfcfll,1- 
lysls on motor vehicles.. and t w cmrnissio.n 
burners on induslr al phm15 wh ’t’h arc the- tHaiu 
S4JUfCCS o.f nitroAcn dioxide emissions. tl1’U:~ cost of monitoring wm be hctwct’n E-500 
[Iud t600. A simple device to m.onilor emh:siuhS 
wi!! be instaned al ""ch site. ’rt", lube will be 
rcpJnccd each month .and taltCn fur tt~sUn~, 
The need for Jonu.lcrm h!SUng bt’r.ame aPIHu’.enl 

ancr a 1991 survey showed that nitrot{cn dinxide 
concentrations. W re uboul 35 pet cent grcat<...r 
Ihan in 198G. 
HThc levc-Is arc very nlarmiuf{,’t ~atd Mr Boltun, 

"The rcsuHs froIn Grimsb.}’ in ID ti WCf(~ fUore 
typical of a rurnl rather than :m urban en. 
vironment. " 
HAny increase- since thcn is l.mdc-siraLJc, Hm.\’- 

c\’cr. n national poHcy is Tcqu rt.."{j lo solve the 
problem," he added. .

’.
j’ J

New safety rules 
lead to cutbacks in 
Christmas lighting

’Sorry’ driver 
double drinlt 
driving limit 
SEI.F.EMl’LO\’ED Uke!>)’ glozier John 
McCann"s f~rraticdt’vi’Og (’Hrly one mnrniH~{ 
attradc u,<: <<UenHun of a polcc rwtr l, .J cuurt 
hcurd. 
And \Vhl~n they RtoPP(~ him outgjd(’ htfi. };t.tuth. 

field Clo"Sc home l\.tl.’Cunn C}]), W;);;i uuahh’ to 
provide u brealh sample, suid Ch"tles Appl<:hy, 
prosecuting. ’ How,-~v-cr a furthcr ~arnph.!’ takNl at UI’imsby 
PoHce StaUQu rcvc~fk’d M(:C,mn, al ro U1q~ms Qr 
alcohol in lUOnds of lm;:alh) w~s mure Uu\n dQuble 
tlw h:nal limit. ’ IIl..~ was banned from dlti\’ion fur 18 months tmd 
ordered to pay a taoo filte as well as (31) 
p.rosccuton CORts, 
In e"utl McCmm said he had had a few drinks 

al the hom.e of a friend. 
. 

It" said h", would now Itave to employ someone 
to drive fU1’ him. 

>If .-.un vel’ys~Jrry for v.rha\ hrls h~lppt’nf:’d." he 
said. "! ean’! ufford ru’ it 10 hap!>"n "~ain."

NEW safcl)’ r",(ulalions 
arc s~t to 1nak~ SWeCi}. 
iug (.’h~,ngcs to 
G1’hllSb.y’S traditioHul 
Chdsbmw Hg:ht’S tmd 
c<,’oratfons. 
The CoundJ’. Evenls .and AHolmc-nls Com. tniUi..:’(’, which f\U1S Hm . town’s. Cln.jstmas ! Aht. 

log. has .aJrcady been 
fOfecd to s-jtcnd au 
(,xl", (2.!;t~t Ihi. year 10’ 
uH:et the standanls. 
And th"y eonld be 

nsked f.or th~ SiHnf~ 
IH1Wunt for the nc:d 1’.vo j’e U’S unt nU the 
work has be-en 
compleled, I 
Under the JWW rules. 

tht:’ coundl 11:(;{!ds new 
transJ’ormt’rs if it is t.u 
pul up lights in SI 
James Sqoare. 

j 

Victoria Sl..!cl will 
be decorated as usuul, 
as th-c pcdcstrhmhmJion 
5cht’1tlC was t."arr (fd O\1t 
with the rcgulntions in 
mind. 
Uul lhere witl I>e no

, ~ ’

H.,g-hts this YC~lt un 
C!ecthorpclluft(l. 
where lht.y woul hang 
dOW:h to- tow tfJ (’fnn~ 
ply wilh thf: regu. 
laHons,

Om~.off 
Pierre .Bihb)’, 

Grim:;hy’s SpQrfs :md Lt:L...UfC on’j(’(~r :!;"::<, cl: "If 
\if,.’e dnn’t pay tht!"oue. 
off :.unounf. tfli~ yt’,Jr, 
there wouh}n"t bt~ tilt! 5Mf-U.1 fiTliuuul of Hg.hl- 
lug ,IS in previous 
)’ctlm.$f ~!’h(~ councH’f\, extra ~~~n(~~~’:nh~~c~~fs T~a~ 
mu,l !>F9vid.. "II the 
fundinu ror the charity 
Christmn1’.l’uir, ’I’he t~munith.~c a1so 
hcnrti. that the tTf!i1 pm~ 
r.cntcd to Hrimshy hy 
the 1"",~le of ’!’rond. 
hcim will be mo\"cd 
from 8t J.lmcs" Square 
to Itiverl,e"d S<luare 
nnd Ih"t the,,, wOllld Ix: no tree this )’cnr 011 
Uainton. Avcnu~,

\ ~
, !’

"

j..,

1;

. ,. .

Club seeks flying’start
ORGJ\NISEHS of a 
new blnjw tehin~ club 
hope ’yQung ornitholu. !;"i.t$ will floek 10 Iheir lU~W vcnw~. ’l’he Grimsby ’’Iud 
Dislrid bronch ur Ihe 
itSi’ll wunl. 10 encollr. 
ngc more j’uunJ( people 
lo take .an inkrc~~t io 
wildlif., nnd join 
f(’gul~tf outdour tri\,s. 1’1",y w nuw be ho d-

ing monlhl}’ me"liI’g~ 
of tlwir junior section 
al Ihe Cleetho,!>"s Win- 
ler Gurdens, 
The firsl ",,,,,ling or 

lhe Young OmitbolQ. 
I:isls Cluh tak", place 
on Thursday fwm Gpm 107.151’’’’’ 
Arlmlssi.." is 501’ and - 

pnrcnts arc jnvit>cd to 
accompany childrcn.

..
;’

i
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AT 

precisely’ 

six 

r:’i 

"’I.process.of..being~; 

;.Captain 

Schafnei 

was 

minutes 

past 

10 

on 

PATOTTER 

fuelled,. 

. 

..ever 

found. 

.... 

th 

’ht’ 

f 

SHe 

angrily 

waved 

. 

More 

than 
II 

month 

e 

mg 

0 

ep- 
!3ut 

there 

was 
some- 
away 

ground 

staff 
who. 

. 

later 

,the’ 

vneckage. 

of.., 

~mber 
8., 

197q 

a 

t~ng 

diffe~ent 

about 

a:dted 

him 

to 
sign 

to 

theam:raft 

was 
fot1r.d 

smgle 

Llghtmng 

this 

scram. 
bIe.. 

appropriate 

iorm. 

on 

theua 

be!i 

by. 

J’ 
At 

fi’ghter 

to’ok 

off 

’ 

. 

’required 

before 

all 
mill- 

Royal 

’Nayy 

dIvers. 

e. 

. 

For. 

a. 

start. 
It 

was 
’. 

ta 

’ .. 
1 

’ 

..... 
,; 

Desp
t.e 
earlier 

.reports 

from 

RAF 

Bln 

.1" 

QRA’ 

ry 

1i11rc:ra.., 

eave 

...le 
’" 

. 

. 

. 
. 

- 
norm"" 
..or 

~" 
ground 
and 

ordered 
the 

to- 
,the 

contrary, 

the: 

brook.. 
. 

. 
. 

c~ft 
to 

ta,ke 

off 

tn 

refuelling 

lines’ 
to 

be 

cockpit 

was 
empty 

and 

. 

,p.lIXS, 

Two 
au-crait 

were 

disen 

II 

ed 

the 

canopy 

closed. 

Cap.. 

Ground 

crew 
on 

the 

kept 

at. 

a 

state 

of. 

II: 
g. 
. 

. 

tain 
Schafner 

had 

\’1111- 

flight’line 

weri! 

aecus- 

instant 

readiness 

at 

all 
’. 

And 
Jhf 
y:as n~ o,r~ 

ished. 

Completely’ 

and 

tOl;nedto 

-Ligh~gs 

times.rea4Y 

for 

just:ryp 

~ 
’i ~~ 

Mm~ 
utterly. 

.<.J,,~,’.{ 

. 

.. 

.~ 

bemg:scrambled 

m. 
a 

.such 

’an. 

~mergen~y"’2Tn~~:rJ;tgr.His 

:’as’. 

IAtertheaitcraftw

~’responded 

initia1Iy 
by 

graph carried my 

own No~, fo’ur 

’yes n, 

~~ 
o;~:;:YBg~::’o~~~;’-:

~~a:
~~;’ca 

phln 

Willi,un’ 

recove:ijd ~R
~~~’f 

promising 

to 
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:. 

returned. 

,Contacts 

their<!wn memories 

of he bel~eves 

happened 

reens..’ 
:’ 

’.. 
. 

<;..0, 

,,<.C( 
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!iJ’y~terYf;ls~il tj 
! 

b .c. ..’ 

.’,;;;,";X. ~" .....’ 
. %tnnot. .’e,l tl~h~r’:::~ 

;.tf;~\:.’" ’ ~~. ,.;~ .~. &s’1’" n~" the, " .;’ onlroller., at ~S t a x to n’ 
,Wold;’\lostcontact 
wit l1’,!’Ca.p hi n 

: Schafer;:;, ’n "i radar 
operator, who had 
been’ tracking the 
Lightning and the 
mystery object it 
had intercepted" 
watched. in ..dis. 
belief, 

. 
. 
," . 

’,: 
. The two bllp. on the ,. 
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the fjt:ht~r anti it.. . 

q"arry, $Iowl)’ n’’’’rged 
into ~ one.:":’ d-ceclerntcd . 

rapidly’. from o""r 
500mph’{unt! they ~,g8 ato~".,t~I~~oN:Jr. 
Sea HO:in ". out.off Alnwick.... 
What ex.etly hap. 

penod ’In.ldo’ "the ..:.’ 
ground conlrol contro . 

:It Stnxton is open to 
conjecture. n"t our 

; Infom"..tion I. thot one 
SU~n!C$U n was that the 

. tw;’ Lighlnin!~s Ihe" 011 
. Combat Air Patrol off 
tho Scoll!Ut. coa.t . $houlrl be sent. oo"lh 
Immedlalelv but It wn. . 
.over.rute(l’by,"the "C 
gon!or Ii~hter conlrol. 

. ler, who continued to . 
trY to re.e.tncUsh COli. . 
t et with Captain . Schnf.,r In ~’""trct 94, 
,’,Two"nnd.n -hnlf 
minutes nltcr the sin!!l., " 
!:Ilip""’" the rodar . 

’. :~~~’d~t.m~\~~: ~~~tl~: .: fForth, wa. orde:cd’ 
ncc.,\.,rnUng i’ul’ldly to "’.’ south to hold station 
600mph. ;md dtmbing ,:arQund Flnmborougb 

j’to 9,OOOft" hondin!1 .." HC3jl.. . . ,s"uth hac1< ("’"’ltds . Thon. .>Ha>:lon \Vold . 
; Slulon,... . "’;; ’0’..--, re~est3bh.!~cd contact 

Shorlly aftcrward.,". ,vlth CAptmn Sch.fer. 
t h " . I n g I" . blip q;ch"fer: GCI ... are 
separated Into tW ,one ’.~ yo,r ""’"Ivin!.!? Over. 
malntah\lng its south.’ - Slaxlon:. Affir",.Uvt> 

,erty’ heading. some.;.. 94.. ,Loud .nod clear. ’~whnt crraUel1lly,.. al,"What’ls. $’our caridi. ’:. GOO :. nd ,"lion? Over. .;: fld. descend..~ "., SChAff’" Not. too,’ 
i\’ ’. Iy.’ .the ’."tller:-:1 good,. I ’e!m’t think’! .;..turn ....g1:.throt.lgh;..lnO~,what has happened ~;"; Fdegr~.to hend !lorlh. I feclldnda dizzy... I 
’h.west,erly.and vnntshuIIVi .n see shoolngsta.... I’....~t ~ISPood later co leu.. Starlon: C.n you see 
,Iatea to be around’ your, .instruments? . .’,20 400mph," ;,’’’1)’’;’ .;"H)ver.’ ’.. . \ " ’. ~\. While atl Ihis. was Schafer: Affirmative. 
~.:’gOinll on; ".S.hacldel<>n ,’but; er ..... t. he co. mp.... ~’.MR3.which’had.,bc.II-’lsl1!s..., ;" 
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..

. . , . . ,.~:. ’,,". ’. ," " ’ .’ .) ," . "t:-:’~ " -, 
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’Wold 10 request.., 
Scharer ditch hi. Ught..,’ 
.lIing aff Fiambarough," ,. 

Although hI! h.d ,) 
pli!rtty of ruel,l<> reach ’" 

’" either nenrby.’ Leeon, "" 
_" field or his home b.se ,’.< : of BJnbrook, it appe.rs .? 
,; ’~;e;:;,~~!’s.:~W;f;;~’;7, 
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"(IV,,, ili
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wreeka/le i k ~ the" rollow, ., . r ’ was "x"lT!med., ,at Bm. ".’ "n F." nin~’ q, brook, nO’ Irn<: of "on. . . e ortt-d ’ ’i i . 

taminatioll by .nYlhlng. Over.!’ ’(~’, .’, ". ’ ,’. flares’ had,Ireept seen; ~ ’. olher lh.n salt. waler ’SI8)/I" C 
" .I. about. 10 miles dffshore " 

Wtls fOu,:!!"",;:. ..’:nrm\P’t :l~ o;r":G: IInd tM#< Grlmsbr.’ ~; 
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: "TM’’1\!hi t~~, ;.1. " . 
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Over, Se<>ondIL ..; S!""weMe<:d II elto ~r" gotoul tllepl.ne" a Schar",,,. Turning St31</onr. OK ,94., .’ dJte ~~rl!"t.t.’o.ve’r’;"~":.~’~ Ijj.$P’Okcsrrtnn . told’ a now. ’. 
. St:>n?by,. .’ your .’ , ; "!Sill lo,i~ A’ .Whlrf. .; teport"r.:~o wreck..g., Slax/on. C?mefur. At this" sta e tM’" Schafe,.. Des~nd!ng,.~r.w;nd: ,onthe.woy.fr m.....b8".boon found.!...... ther, M. That s good. Is .... Shni:klet<in . ffrrlv<:-d GCl..Owr. ~!"~" .~I’.I’Ll!eon1ield.~.Aro-yo;r---’l’l1~ IIIIceka.lat"r llie 

y,o. ur ~ltlmeler func.~., ’over, F bOrough.’:.’.!. 
IwcOI) "". SIII."e you’ aaw. 11 "r . 

tumlng, Over. .,’.’ "Head a 
. <:1r.,,’!, .slfIJI.oftbo.p’ 

Schaf",,: Affjrmattvi,:’;. cling bet. was. ’}’ . ,,’ .... !’ .,$IIIl"I elon. GCI. ....... vectored int" the area . S hatlk e 
. 

GCI,I’I1,,, firs 
Sla,,’on;..’Pescend’, to"" by the Suxton con-.;;.down,.p ’or a usutned’ II’ 

3,500[(.Ove..: c,’,," trolJers. ;’:’. ...... ",splas~:,\ nln ,unstrapping..,} .. . 
Schafer:. RogcT, GCr; Sch.fer:" Can y’ou’ ;:,ono PI<id;Ov r;t!’1’}tave1.lIot O \’a9:~MI 
Slaxl ; What’s your .’ bring me In GCI’ .: SIB"!""., you sire c. wenr . rounlt " roY::! 11. 

fuel .late, 941 0.1I"r . Over ..’. . . ’the pilot’yctr. vet.’ ~,i"J1"corid pass..., but 
Schafer: About thirty St8xton: Er .... Hold "<.’j.. Sh4e~lcton:" Neg’n.~’ why:.:tJltlt tb" canopy? 

per cent, GCI.. ’" stallon, 94. 0"."... Hvc, We re {(olng rU\-Ind ,’~. Ove "~::, r .’ 
Slaxlo!t: Thal’~" wllat Severnl minutes th,,".’ "eg..in" pullln!:~a. t’ght ill1 r’mat.s )w1tat 

.,).,.on".’" mdng, .f:~’;;: 51 .. .~~;. 
. 

" I~C e 00:. -,"Roger," .. 
.~.,~,. _ : $ed ’ cho~=’:QCI~ Ovf!rl:;.v~":l~ t.;I~~;~ ~Jt’:’!’; ,"_,per o.\1t.here,.JJCI. NOi~C"’" hQrt.1~ "afterwards ,~’.jno ’slgn’,of ’me’ pIlOIJ" and I\1S""O, 
i. ’Wher<l,tI\<i.heU is 

’ 

I",!:" tf3~.;&’ sYst matle searc "";~"’ptlons; Om;(N~ ti.e liilchng nro", -"SABRE W$s1h<1 sC’arr:h""" 
and res<!Ue beacon j:ar~ ’~; 

;"",tl d..b~ IIlt~.;RA.m . 
~,aircrew). t ".

,. 
q’

.,,;
.11 
’1.

~ ,~ ~ .j, 
"1 :. 

r:
T 
;i 

.;j "f~ ,

Wilen tlto Shacklelo!>. "ame found again the Ughtnlng’s can py had cl<lsed. ,,;. ; \ ,(;>,~. 1’;\1; \ " .’ I J Th.e,..ra.dnr,.’!I’,IO. t.te.’.$,’..W, .a,’.t.ehbd. 1.1", ’1~L’ Ig~tninll’~I’o"’;;;.;"~KI’ d’ .o’w"’:’ ’.::-"’.’.:. .’~ . . ." ’." ’.,.. "IffUSt",tlQl1by1REVOFlHARRlES..,. . ,’’.....,. ". t ........".... ,."~.#,,.., _ .’. ,’. ~.;:..........:.:........:;._~:’!:.:...,: .........=:..:;:;:-.....:.

!, .;~:~ ;1 ~i: 
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. .~ EVEN-. ~~,E6~!\m.~’k~aj\~ ~j~~6i~~\.9\ 
THE loss of t~e Slnl;>rook Lightning " ters were use~ to handling stories s arb rOltgh"E~tln ""N w$j;jfsepi.’l t1:tV9 ii 
and. its Amencan pIlot had shn)!l)’ like this, whlcfi occurred wlthsome.,~ tember 9(.1970i.Sut ,thoy"’OnJY’"told. . ,)/.,&1 1..., II 
been reported as just another air . .,regularlty. The ditching of XSS94.. part of the story. PAT OTTE~,con. ,’. 1.; 
crash. by’-.newspapers along tho’ provided front-page stories fO. r the i: eludes our In. vestlgatlon1ttnt~th. e...’ north-east coast. of, England. Repor-. .Grlmsby EveningT~legraph ~nd th~ Riddle of"Foxtr:~~.94. ,.:,,~ ;;~’~’ 

,X~ ,.I.I’I!’;":’

(’

i 1.:

.1’ .’

, t ~
W""" . HEN. th ":~cknge of lh~ No~th Sea. ’. ..,;;.,,;’; . And t!;;l;~’:J~;;/~~~~;~:~!I~’~r~~~~ 

xsn9A (’ II Th~ ej1>Clor scat also $/lCmj!d to 00’ mystery’: or XS894....goe’,..".oo!d;..W,,!1, , 

" 
.:",-1 ~- ..’V:3S,.., inn Y twrong’:mdthcro was a suspic1onl ter.!" almost.. "J": ><;’; ,>-,:,,:.!~,. ~.~’Jr.) ..:....i 

.r, ~.jlift d from,the;sea bed among Ihe investlgotors thal Il was not ’1’hero’.ls’ just one rurtoor nom .tJ.r’ 
... ,,,.’, ".some.’ fi,ve ..nules off the one ritte(\ to the aircrnlt wh<!tl XSa94 Informn "n av.ilable.’ I"’" "’’’.’’’’ 
Flambor6\.tgh.Head, it was taken lO<\k off from mnbrook on ! l1nal !light. . 8 1970,’8\’ 
. ’ . t . ht t RAt;’ They’ were even gh,en ..nassuranee br ’. 
tn. Borne se,p; q~ S.t:lg.., 0,’ .’, the’OC of 5 :>qW\dron thai tlle’SC{\I bat! ., 
Bmbrook.., .i.,’ ... ".’ .. "; ,. not been lampered’with, B.utsome ofth l 

. Alr-<,rnshes In..tho Not, St>a In thos" Invesligator& WIm! not convinced." ..",.’ almost oppoillle I~ !nUwer the North 5 , .... ....... ...... . . 

days ’wct<:rclaUve!y rommon and muc" Interesting!y,’ ’on Evening Telegroj)h. Sea where Schacet:mndents Inte"""ptl INV E SmT r;;1~’T’r,’~C’" ’’’of!tlwl wreck:!gc found ’,1\$ way.into rCAder; who was serving at Blnbrook at - when thii1 $3W,lfnS’henT scmethlng1’, .’... ’~11~ V 1.::>.. 
Crlmsby.where.ortenE,,,,ningTelegruph th", mc,lold Uio nI98!1thnth recnl!ed.stnmg".....,....)..,... "." "’\)"’:"’ ’!""’’’’:’~.’: .. ’’’C’. 

" ...: \.. ~ .:0 i photograrhet" ...."’rc On hand, t~’.roe"r seeing an ol1’\cial report on the. ’crash’ "We had helm :watkfnX,,,for maybe ~O; ":JOB’ ’’NIL’ i ’ .3 th~ event. Uut not wllh XS 94. which suggested that the senl was faully....minutes when we .heard..llvery. high- , ’fi’ 
. 

II. \vas also common pt:>etk~ for and this wns why Caplain Schnfer fn ed..~ pitched humn ngnoisc:: they laler,,~aid, 
. 

.( , ’.. 
wfIJ’Ckcd nircrnt\ to 00 Inl<<", lo the" to cj""t. . . 

. . 
, 

. 
.’ In a slnlcment to MoD p",,"onnel. ..1’"". . \ MoD’s’Crnsh’ 1,,,’esligaliOfl J3rnnch al Brian McConnell, a f"rmC’f sergeant at dog kept. I>>cJdng 11er hCild to ’onlf sjde~ .... . 

l"nrnborounh where detalled-examin.. Binbrook, sMid the’cartridge’oRIhe seat IU’id growlln~. It sll’l/m Impo$Slblo.to: ’1 
Hons \Verc.carricd out h,;’I!1\’a!l~mpllo had" fail"" to fir b/!caus,u"f faulty tell from whleh direction.lhe !l isc wn~’" .{, 
find the cause’ of accidents. Bul lhis "stannU"~t; However, this Is very much coming, .Il so:cmcd’ everyw~.It lasted .. , n 
dldn’l hnprmn wllh X$981. at odds wllh the c)’C-witness "c<:ounl of f<lr ni"ybe 10 to Ii; seconds;.""...., ,., ;,’~. ",;t 
In.tead Ih~ rC\1~"i". oc the aircrn(l, lh"Shaeklctoncrewwhosawth"cnnopy "About five minutes lalr lJN! "astern!: "1’" 

which was h. rcmarl<nbly good condition, .. rniscd, 11M any "llc.mPt ~~n mad~ to sky til U. P rnlher like shect Ughtlng, only: ’~, \ 
! ghl to Binbrook wher<’ Il 

. 
fire It, it wou!d haw’been blown off. It, " It took aboul 10 seconds 10 clio down> :....; 

nd whal appears lo have nl~o seems to"contllcl wlth’the nceount., ’,l>1!aih. Over too foHawing-three minutes’. lifl! I .buttersin.lhe far corner "",,;have bocn given’ of the arderJ~m:.i~thJs hup ned \’tIany’ .lIme,,’.but ,11\1,11’ ’ ,:;,~’ F~;"’bi~~(’IJj ’;.;.;i~;d on6:’ m~~~r~o~t’ en tAln ~hafor to ditch /;’ ~gr~ 
s rial" al Binbroo!t. in H,e’ 10 Binbrook or Iy a ~ th Northern 
they. wcre n t lo;’ start !1 ’ few minules’ flYing lime bor- ’ "tach! ’MIll Wlnpl" 
v"sUl/aUolt" "’f:lch,. In .lurn. ough. And. t<:m~mb"r. Schafer has wId ,.t. "After.two or thfl!<) 

wou d’lcad to Ihe preparation of" report, his’ ground controllers that XS894 was ’ anothar flare.up of 
on th~; Incident. lo. istry of 

... 
S.W! hllndUn." "fine".and he hnd P.le,,!:!’ of which lasted about 

l.. .’1’ I)er..,nec. tho’ report. as lhell.r~l!"fI. ’. :,,~.., . ",:... ’’’r,,’-:firsl. This was followed, that.aw " 
baSts fOr8 .,...,nlmt! inq the 105. . During the feW h rsthe Investigators’ shrut ""nsation, onl[ ill,s time It. was,! 
of I,ightning X5894.. Du.t ~C)’ ;w~r:e In rer . wc!>; allowed 10 ""’amine the aireran:. ~ worse. YQu could a"~~nIly. C""I YOlt!.""rs .surprise."’,..,...... ....,",,’.: ’,,,, . theythetnsctvetr wereeonstantly super. . ringing,",. " .,i "-, " ., il’,.:,t 
’TheY’wt!re,lI!lon!sh~d to find., many or.viS...bY nve.ei.V ans, two. Of. them 

’" ,. \’;"’,; i) D.’._ji ~j:’t .....’O,I<.J-::t;.:,c, 
tho cockpit }1!$trumcnls,rnlS$!ng~’Thc$c "A~ct:lcnn$.. .,,; ,’;_. i1~":}..,. ’~:’ \ _ . ,. ". /._.’ ’.e:.. ~~ ~~ ..’f....::_"’:"..:~_~..~.. ’-. .A;’.,~,::" 
ineludcdthe’E2 .coml"’ss,!,voltnwler_’ """". .... "";" ....’::’’’,.. ...,........ .’,’’’’ ,. ,,,.,..’.. .’ 

standby., direction’ indlcalor’ S.IUndbY ’.’ 
!.f.f<\ ~.’ .. ../.’.! ....t;, .w,.:." .::-01:: Tho famlly.I". l ).i. rt~,. .U~,I,ocal... !nvertcr-in~ic~t~r< nnd. the, complete nux",’. ..t~:~:=: J,: ,~, ’. "’~ .J.~ ’ :...:~ r.: ’,::;::~:: :. .: . pattee stat Off~ ~~ wl}i1t....t.hey~ 

illury.\Varnmg porcl from thQ..starboard. ,1\> .; (the end of the.daf lh~ InVcst\J!I>,.,’’’ ,’had seen ..~d ;tlem;d.. The,rs’",:"s; 
sid" oftoo’cod<p.t below;tlieyo!lmcler...... lion loom was tol, curtly HUll a.;’ l)I\"ofrn.anY!,i!l).l1a"r ~~~ ~!gh;.JO.. ’l’t,is~waS .oes"". ious’ breach .of regula.. nOlhing. . useful’ had. . b(:"n di......;’ golhl.thepOI 1’! nd}~~; vf\ \t~(r~;,,l’;;, 
tlcnt llnd, nUhough <<,Ute/ invcsUgntion. cov(>rcd~ th(’jr job was vcr....:.. ,’. .. .. pOU m~r. .:’ .~. :~....I’i’...il. ’ . - ,;’..t ,~:’, 

. 
’-:’:., 

I~am""was.. "promised’ the In.SlrUm"n!. The (unOWln. II rlay they’ w~re’ nil ea1100 .~: . . :I"hC’lnM IInil l! filln C’JIal:l}y.." 
would o r~l.umed shortly, IhCY.. nc""r Into the main om~ .al f’nmb rough Im\:l’. ""s th . . W I . 

::"’lldlC$1 SOUlb" ~t,:.. 
Wf:!’T(!,’" \’.. ’-: ~ "~’..i.’,’’’’~. . told in no unclJrtainwnnsthcywere’-not/"" taxton, Q an. vu Hive ecn’.. 

Tho’: Investicalnrs . f"und lherl’! wa.. a to discuss aBy./tsPo:ct of..thedl!chlnil or wnlch!ng.;}~~; ~ .,’ , !?:,~,:,~~I }\~?> 
rovolltng fu.ly smell in lha cockpll whlie XSUM, even with their own families. Th~ nomena," ’. ...... I..",.. L.,..,.", . . ..; . "" 
lhc whole. aircraft ,WI had 1\ slimy ~cel!" rcason given was simple.""" .nal;onal ;’. Or tdh~l"If;eouk!ook" ,np.tf!~~,e"c~!a.I’I.~~~~." 
Il fOlluwlng its month,lo"g ’mmer~""n II! securily. . . . .’ .,’. . Wlml. p r.?u:~.m.’:::::t:’.?’~:’~i’:":.:’:""

!j ~

i:
" ,!’. 
fi. !

;, 
I;
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Making sense of 
lights in the sky

l’ FOS 0\’1’1’ Humberside are 
nOI jusl the experience of 
fighter pilots one 1~I’idl ington moth(’r is still 
11’\’ing to 1I1;lk(’ s(’ns(’ of what ..;11(’ ~a\\’ :!O Ycars ago, 
\111’1’ 1’I’,Hli 1g tl1(’ Hull Daily 
\1"il’s ;11’(’IJlmt of olle of th(’ 
most pU l ing avi<llion 
stork’s of tJw century. Mrs 
.June Cooper recallerlwhat 
Sh., saw in J9,O and is 
s(’eking others who might 
also have seen something. 
hut who have kept quiet 
unlilno\\’, 
In d t\\o.part feature the 
~\laillooked at events leading 
up to the final flight of a 
fight!’!’ plane before it 
ditched in the sea ofT 
Flamhorough Head, 
1\lrs Cooper was in her 
QUt’I’nsg,w’ home 0112 
Si’pl(’mber afternoon about "0 ’,’e,trs ago while her four- 
,\’(’ar.old SOil Grahame was 

I pl:I\ing in the garden, l~:~:~IJ1(, rushing ill and with 
Cash for community schemes

By Hull Daily Mail !-.JEWS REPOGTER
great excitement insisted 
that his mum hurry out to 
the garden to see the strange 
obi(’cts in the sky, 
M ’s Cooper said: "When I 
got outside I could see bright 
things in the sky, But it 
wasn’t until I got out my 
binoculars and had a good 
look that thev became clear, 
"Through thi’> binoculars I 
could see six saucer-like 
objects, They were silver 
metallic with centres like the 
jet exhaust of a plane. 
"I was even more amazed to 
see yelJow and orange 
swirling flames inside the 
ct’ntres. ., 
Just then l\1rs Cooper’s 
telephone rilng and she went 
indoors to answer it. When 
she got back to the garden 
the objects had disappeared, 
1\,1rs Cooper said: "I told my 
husband and family what I

GUAHDlANS of two similarly-titled funds to help rural areas are hop’ing confusion 
;;urruunding them will be dispeJ]ed after a shakc’,up, 

Humberside Communitv Chest and Hum- !wrside Economic Chest were administered by the Communitv Council of Humberside and lIumherside C unty Council respectively. 
After a meeting last week, the count un. 

cil agreed to relinquish control 0 .conom- 
ic Chest. in favour of the C unity Council, a re’.:istered charity , in Howden which tries’ to help rur’ 

. 
mmunities. 

!VII’ Ho’" ewton. project officer with the (’on 11 it\’ Council of Humberside said very en in th(; past, the funds in the two chests

had seen. but none of my 
neighbours were home when 
it happened and I didn’t 
mention it to them. 
.’It is not the SOli of thing 
that happens in BridJingtol1. 
so I didn’t want anyone to 
think I had imagined it. 
’"But I know what I saw. and 
Grahame still remembers it. 
I couldn’t wait to read the 
papers next day and listen to 
the news, but there was no 
mention of anything out of 
the ordinary having 
happened in this area." 
Mrs Cooper’s family ! rgot 
the incident until she read 
the Mairs story. 
She added: "It brought it all 
back to me and I could not 
help wondering if the 
incidents were connected. 
"They both happened about 
the same time. I would be 
interested to know if anyont’ 
else witnessed what I saw 
that afternoon."

had remained unclaimed because e did not know anything about the , or even that they existed. "~’rom now on, t ommunitv Council wi]] administer funds, Both re aimed at encour . 
g community initiatives but the E omic Chest is more from community enterprise, whereas the Community Chest fs more for social projects. 

"From now on, both wiJ] be under one head. ing and we wiJI sort out from which pot a par- ticular project may be funded." 
AJ] district councils in Humberside con. tribute to the Community Chest. Holderness Borough Council has given .1:750 for the past three years.- ~ \’<\ ""-(,,~_\~ ’:’’::’:~~\)(\ \C~ . \":.1\\’: , ~ 5 ~~~"","b\\
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At 

last, 

the 

sensational 

true 

story 

behil

TONIGHT 

we 

start 

our 

two-part 

detailed 

look 

at 

the 

events 

leading 

up 

to 

the 

ditching 

in 

the 

North 

Sea 

of 

Lightning 

Foxtrot 

94, 

a 

single-seat 

fighter 

from 

5 

Squadron 

at 

Binbrook 

whose 

final 

flight 

is 

at 

the 

centre 

of 

one 

of 

the 

most 

puzzling 

aviation 

stories 

since 

the 

war. 

Just 

what 

was 
it 

that 

its 

pilot, 

American, 

William 

Schafer, 

was 

sent 

to 

intercept 

out 

over 

the 

North 

Sea 

22 

years 

ago 

and 

why 

was 

he 

eventually 

ordered 

to 

ditch 

his 

aircraft 

off 

Flamborough 

Head 

rather 

than 

return 

to 

North 

Lincolnshire? 

Now 

new 

information 

has 

come 

to 

light. 

Pat 

Otter, 

assistant 

editor 

of 

the 

Mail’s 

sister 

paper, 

The 

Grimsby 

Evening 

Telegraph, 

reports.

lJ

PAT 

OTTER

The 
chain 

of 

events 

which 

led 
to 

the 

crash 

of 

Lightning 

XS894 

from 

5 

Squadron 

at 

RAF 

Binbrook 

and 

the 

disappearance 

of 

its 

pilot 

began 

at 

8.17,pm 

on 

the 

night 

of 

September 

8, 

1970, 

in 

an 

isolated 

building 

on 

the 

Shetland 

Islands, 

Saxa 

Vord 

was 

one 

of 

the 

chain 

of 

radar 

stations 

whose 

task 

it 

was 
to 

spot 

unidentified 

aircraft 

approaching 

the 

North 

Sea 

or 

the 

sensitive 

’Iceland 

gap’. 

Remember, 

this 

was 

1970 

when 

the 

Cold 

War 

was 
at 

its 

height 

and 

Russian 

long- 

range 

aircraft 

made 

regt

ar 

sorties 

into 

the 

North 

Atlantic 

and 

along 

the 

British 

coast 

to 

test 

the 

reaction 

of 

Nato 

fighters. 

On 

this 

particular 

night, 

a 

radar 

operator 

at 

Saxa 

Vord 

picked 

up 

the 

blip 

of 

an 

unidentified 

aircraft 

over 

the 

NOlih 

Sea 

halfway 

between 

the 

Shetlands 

and 

Alesund 

in 

Norway. 

The 

contaCt 

was 

monitored 

for 

several 

minutes 

at 

a 

steady 

speed 

of 

630mph, 

at 

37,OOOft 

holding 

altitude 

and 

on 
a 

south- 

westerly 

heading. 

Then 

Saxa 

Vord 

noted 

the 

contact 

was 

turning 

through 

30 

degrees 

to 

head 

due 

south. 

It 

increased 

speed 

to 

900mph 

(Mach 

1.25) 
and 

climbed 

to 

44,OOOft. 
Following 

laid-down 

procedures, 

radar 

controllers 

at 

Saxa 

Vord 

flashed 

a 

scramble 

message 

to 

the 

Quick 

Heaction 

Alert 

Flight 

at 

the 

nearest 

Nato 

airfield, 

RAF 

Leuchars 

on 

the 

east 

coast 

of 

Scotland 

not 

far 

from 

Dundee:-’\1~\ 

There 

two 

Lightning 

interceptor 

which 

had 

been 

ready 

on 

the 

flight 

lineJ, 

just 

c.L:..&t.~..., 
.,.,1,.,,......-......_.... 

......._n..........h1nr1 

"1nd.::tl,ifohir’\

,1i
.~, .,....

,

"::::::{~~~[~[\j~~~[::~:~[~[~~:::j\::[~~~[~:l~i~~~~!;:i:jrry 

;::::::. 

::: 

:::: 

:::: 

.,.... 
’.’, 

""

,\HI.:I 

UII.:L,,’"fi 

LlIL’ 

pOSJlIOIIOI 

lIwlI 

tanker, 

a 

Victor 

KIA, 

the 

two 

fighters 

were 

guided 

north 

by 

Saxa 

Vord. 

So 

far, 

it 

was 
a 

routine 

scramble 

for 

what 

was 

then 

assumcd 

to 

be 
a 

Hussian 

Bear 

or 

Badger, 

thc 

long-range 

reconnaisancc 

aircraft 

used 

to 

test 

the 

nerves 

of 

the 

Royal 

Air 

Forcc. 

’ 

But 

it 

was 

then 

that 

the 

radar 

plottcrs 

on 

the 

Shetland 

Islands 

saw 

something 

on 

thcir 

screens 

wh 
ich 

they 

round 

impossible 

to 

believc. 

The 

contact 

they 

had 

becn 

tracking 

at 

spceds 

and 

altitudes 

consistent 

with 

modeni 

Russian 

warplanes,’turned 

through 

180 

degrees 

on 
a 

due 

north 

heading 

and 

within 

seconds 

disappeared 

off 

thcir 

screens. 

Later 

they 

calculated 

that 

to 

do 

this 

its 

speed 

must 

have 

been 

in 

the 

region 

of 

17.400mph. 

With 

the 

contact 

now 

gone, 

the 

Lightnings 

were 

vectored 

south 

to 

rendezvous 

with 

the 

tanker 

and 

remained 

airborne 

on 

Combat 

Air 

Patrol.

-.----"
GREA 

TiVALUETMRES

113 
MPH 

RATED

ECONOMY

INDIA

GOODYEAR

SIZE

I

MONARCH

STEEL

BY 

DUNLOP

GT 

70/80

REMOUtDS

135-13

I 

9.90 

1 

15.90

17.90

23.90

155-13

10.50 

i 

17.90

21.90

28.90

165-13

12.90 

118.90

2,2.90

30.90I

175/70SR-13

12.90 

123.90

30.90

36.90

185/70SR-13

13.50 

25.90

32.90

38.90

185/70SR-14 

13.90 

126.90 

~4~n

40.90

form 

a 

CAP 
170 

miles 

east 

of 

Gn 

Yarmouth. 

The 

contact 

was 

som 

between 

these 

two 

lines 

of 

supel 

fighters. While 
all 

this 

was 

going 

on, 

RAI 

Fylingdales, 

which 

was 
in 

const 

contact 

with 

NORAD 

at 

Cheyenl 

Mountain, 

heard 

ominously, 

that 

1 

Strategic 

Air 

CO! 

HQ 
at 

Omaha, 

NI 

was 

ordering 

its: 

bombers 

into 

the 

was 

an 

order 

wh; 

only 

have 

come 

fl 

highest 

level. 

Wh 

started 

as 
a 

routi, 

sighting 

of 

what’ 

believed 

to 

be 
a 
I, 

aircraft, 

had 

no,^ 

the 

White 

House 

presumably,’ 

Prc~- 

Richard 

Nixon. 

NOHAD 

was 

told 

bv 

officials 

at 
t 

Pentagon 

that 

a 

USAF 

pilot 

of 

gl 

experience 

was 

presently 

on 

an 

visit 

with 

the 

RAF 

and 

was 

stati 

Binbrook, 

the 

North 

Lincolnshi: 

base 

a 
few 

miles 

from 

Grimsby. 

Rapid 

inquiries 

were 

made 

and 

discovered 

the 

pilot 

was 

on 

the 

~, 

and 

was, 

by 

coincidence, 

’night: 

At 

around 

21.45 
a 

request 

was 

ml

Lightnings 

and 

Phantoms 

on 

one 

hand 

and 

the 

mystery 

contact, 

was 

still 

going’ 

on. 

Then, 

at 

21.05 

after 

the 

fighters 

had 

made 

yet 

another 

abortive 

attempt 

to 

get 

close, 

the 

contact 

vanished 

off 
the 

radar 

screens. 
The 

Lightnings 

were 

ordered 

to 

return 

to 

Leuchars 

while 

the 

Phantoms 

were 

instructed 

to 

carry 

out 

a 

Combat 

Air 

Patrol 

to 

the 

east 

of 

Iceland. 

Then, 

at 

21.39, 

ra
ar 

controllers 

picked 

up 

the 

contact 

again. 

This 

time 

its 

speed 

was 

decelerating 

to 

l,300mph 

- 
almost 

the 

limit 

of 

both 

the 

Lightnings 

and 

Phantoms - 
at 

a 

holding 

altitude 

of 

18,OOOft. 

It 

was 

on 
a 

south-westerly 

heading 

coming 

from 

the 

direction 

of 

the 

Skagerrak, 

off 
the 

northern 

tip 

of 

Denmark. 

Two 

more 

Lightnings 

were 

scrambled 

from 

Leuchars, 

and 

were 

ordered 

to 

rendezvous 

with 

a 

Victor 

tanker 

and 

then 

maintain 

a 

CAP 

on 
a 

50-mile 

east-west 

front, 

200 

miles 

north-east 

of 

Aberdeen. 

As 
a 

precaution, 

two 

further 

Lightnings 

were 

ordered 

into 

the 

air 

from 

Coltishall 

in 

Norfolk 

and, 

with 

another 

tanker, 

to

During 
the 

next 

hour, 

the 

mystery 

contact 

reappeared 

several 

times, 

approaching 

from 
the 

north. 

Each 

time 

the 

Lightnings 

were 

sent 

north 

to 

intercept, 

it 

turned 

and 

disappeared 

again. 

By 

now 

two 

F4 

Phantoms 

of 

the 

US 

Air 

Force 

had 

been 

scrambled 

from 

the 

American 

base 

at 

Keflavik 

in 

Iceland. 

They 

had 

much 

more 

sophisticated 

radar 

than 

the 

British 

Lightnings 

and 

were 

able 

to 

pick 

up 

the 

mystery 

contact 

themselves. 

But 

when 

they, 

too, 

tried 

to 

get 

close 

enough 

to 

identify 

what 

was 

by 

now 

beginning 

to 

cause 

some 

alarm 

to 

Nato 

commanders, 

they 

found 

they 

were 

just 

as 

impotent 

as 

the 

Lightnings. 

The 

alert 

had 

reached 

such 

a 

level 

that 

the 

contact 

was 

being 

monitored 

by 

the 

Ballistic 

Missile 

Early 

Warning 

System 

at 

Fylingdales 

Moor, 

near 

Whitby, 

along 

with 

a 

second 

BMEWS 

in 

Greenland. 

The 

information 

they 

were 

collecting 

was 

relayed 

to 

the 

North 

American 

Air 

Def

nce 

Command 

at 

Cheyenne 

Mountain 

and 

the 

US 

Detection 

and 

Tracking 

Centre 

at 

Colorado 

Springs. 

In 

the 

meantime. 

the 

cat-ami-mouse 

game 

over 

the 

North 

Sea 

between 

the

What 

had 

started 

as 
a 

routine 

sighting 

of 

what 

was 

believed 

to 

be 
a 

Russian 

aircraft, 

had 

now 

reached 

the 

White 

House 

and, 

presumably, 

President 

Richard 

Nixon.
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the 

ditching 

of 

Lightning 

Foxtrot 

94 

in 

September, 

1970
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1’1’

a 

very 

high 

level 

within 

NORAD, 

through 

Strike 

Command’s 

UK 

headquarters 

at 

High 

Wycombe, 

for 

RAF 

Binbrook 

to 

send 

Captain 

William 

Schafer 

"if 
at 

all 

possible" 

to 

join 

the 

QRA 

Lightnings 

looking 

for 

the 

mystery 

contact. 

By 

this 

time 

four 

Lightnings, 

two 

Phantoms 

and 

three 

tankers 

were 

already 

airborne 

and 

they 

were 

joined 

by 

a 

Shackleton 

Mk3 

from 

Kinloss, 

which 

was 

ordered 

to 

patrol 

on 
a 

north-south 

heading 

at 

3,OOOft, 

10 

miles 

out 

from 

the 

east 

coast. 
Rinbrook’s 

QRA 

Lightnings 

were 

being 

held 

in 

reserve 

but 

it 

was 

decided 

to 

send 

out 

a 

single 

aircraft 

from 

the 

North 

Lincolnshire 

airfield 

- flown 

by 

Capt 

Schafer. 

The 

Americans 

wanted 

one 

of 

their 

own 

at 

the 

sharp 

end 

when 

it 

came 

to 

cornering 

the 

mystery 

contact. 

At 
precisely 

six 

minutes 

past 

]0 

on 

the 

night 

of 

September 

R, 

1970, 

a 

single 

Lightning 

jet 

fighter 

took 

off 

from 

RAF 

Binbrook. 
Ground 

crew 

on 

the 

flight 

line 

were 

accustomed 

to 

Lightnings 

being 

scrambled 

in 

a 

hurry 

at 

any 

time 

of 

night 

or 

dav. 

Binbrool\. 

after 

all. 

was 
a 

front- 

line 

fighter 

station 

and 

its 

ircraft 

shared

’at d (a,
t 

uld he d n :led nge 
It 

Iter
I 

ble’. om

Ie I

QRA 

- Quick 

Reaction 

Alert 
- duty 

with 

other 

East 

Coast 

airfields 

to 

provide 

cover 

should 

any 

unidentified 

aircraft 

appear 

on 

the 

radar 

screens. 

But 

there 

was 

something 

different 

about 

this 

scramble. 

For 
a 

start, 

it 

was 

normal 

for 

QRA 

aircraft 

to 

take 

off 
in 

pairs. 

Two 

aircraft 

were 

kept 

at 
a 

state 

of 

instant 

readiness 

at 

all 

times 

ready 

for 

just 

such 

an 

emergency. 

But 

on 

this 

occasion 

only 

one 

aircraft 

took 

off. 

And 
it 

wasn’t 

one 

of 

the 

QRA 

aircraft. 

Then 

there 

was 

the 

manner 

of 

the 

take-off. 

The 

pilot 

had 

raced 

out 

from 

the 

5 

Squadron 

crew 

room, 

adjacent 

to 

the 

apron, 

arid 
had 

climbed 

aboard 

while 

a 

Lightning 

was 
in 
the 

process 

of 

being 

refuelled. 

He 

angrily 

waved 

away 

ground 

staff 

who 

asked 

him 

to 

sign 

the 

appropriate 

form 

required 

before 

all 

military 

aircraft 

leave 

the 

ground 

and 

ordered 

the 

refuelling 

lines 

to 

be 

disengaged. 

And 

this 

was 

no 

ordinary 

pilot 

strapped 

into 

the 

cockpit 

of 

the 

Mach 

2 

interceptor, 

This 

was 

Captain 

William 

Schafer 

of 

the 

United 

States 

Air 

Force, 

who 

was 

on 

his 

second 

tour 

as 

an 

exch<,nge 

pilot 

with 

the 

RAF. 

Schafer 

was 
a 

vasdy 

experienced 

jet 

fighter 

pilot 

with 

combat 

time 

behind 

him 

in 

Vietnam. 

He 

had 

been 

at 

Rinbrook 

for 

some 

time 

and 

his 

wife 

was 

living 

on 

the 

base 

with 

him. 

No 

pre-flight 

checks 

were 

made 

and, 

as 

bemused 

ground 

crew 

looked 

on, 

the 

Lightning 

taxied 

out 

to 

the 

end 

of 

the 

nll1\’my, 

turned 

and 

immediately 

took 

otl. 

IIsin~ 

reheat 

to 

gain 

. 

speer! 

and 

height 

,,,;..

I~UI1JI 

0"’(t 

tlllll 

tll:-"tq’lh’dll.’U 

11’ltl 

.\ 

1I,Ii 

is 

fast 

becoming 

line 

of 

IIH’ 

great 

aviation 

puzzles 

of 

recenl 

times. 

Early 

the 

following 

morning 

XSR9.J 

ditched 

in 

the 

sea 

ofT 

Flamborough 

Head. 

The 

ditching 

was 

witnessed 

by 

the 

crew 

of 
a 

Shackleton 

reconnaisance 

aircraft. 

Flares 

were 

spotted 

by 

the 

Grimsby 

trawler 

Hoss 

Kestrel 

as 

reported 

in 

the 

Hull 

Daily 

Mail. 

Rut 

no 

trace 

of 

Captain 

Schafer 

was 

ever 

found. More 

than 

a 

month 

later 

the 

wreckage 

of 

the 

aircraft 

was 

found 

on 

the 

sea 

bed 

by 

Royal 

Navy 

divers. 

Despite 

earlier 

reports 

to 

the 

contrary, 

the 

cockpit 

was 

empty 

and 

the 

canopy 

closed. 

Captain 

Schafer 

had 

vanished. 

Completely 

and 

utterly. 
Later 

the 

aircraft 

was 

recovered 

and 

taken, 

unusually, 

to 

RAF 

Binbrook. 

There 

it 

was 

kept 

under 

wraps 

in 

the 

corner 

of 
a 

hangar. 

When 
a 

team 

from 

the 

MoD’s 

Crash 

Investigation 

Branch 

arrived 

from 

Farnborough 

they 

were 

permitted 

to 

spend 

only 

a 

very 

brief 

time 

examining 

the 

wreckage 

of 

XSR94. 

What 

they 

did 

db,cover 

disturbed 

them. 

And 

what 

happened 

later 

disturbed 

them 

even 

more. I 
first 

came 

across 

the 

mysterious 

story 

of 

XS894 

six 

years 

ago. 

An 

outline 

of 

the 

story 

was 

related 

to 

me 
by 

Barry 

Halpenny, 

an 

aviation 

enthusiast 

and 

author 

who 

lived 

at 

the 

time 

in 

Market 

Rasen, 

who 

was 

researching 

for 

a 

book 

on 

aviation 

mysteries 

at 

the 

time. 

He 

suggested 

I 

dig 

out 

the 

cuttings 

on 

the 

crash 

and 

look 

further 

into 

it. 

There 

was 

more 

to 

the 

story 

of 

XSR94 

than 

met 

the 

eye, 

he 

told 

me. 

I 

anticipated 

difficulties 

in 

investigating 

a 

16-year-old 

ditching 

incident 

in 

the 

North 

Sea, 

but 

not 

on 

the 

scale 

I 

was 

to 

encounter 

over 

tlw 

next 

few 

weeks. 

Normally 

helpful 

press 

contacts 

at 

the 

Ministry 

of 

Defence 

responded 

initially 

by 

promising 

to 

help, 

but 

then 

becam!’ 

very 

reticent. 

Similar 

inquiries 

to 

the 

United 

States 

embassy 

and 

to 

the 

US 

Air 

Force 

at 

Alconbury 

proved 

also 

to 

be 

dead-ends.

Calls 

were 

not 

returned, 

Contacts 

were 

unavailable. 

At 

this 

stage 

I 

enlisted 

the 

aid 

of 

Bob 

Bryant, 

then 

Northcliffe 

Newspapers’ 

aviation 

correspondent 

and 

a 

man 

with 

close 

links 

with 

both 

the 

RAF 

and 

USAF. 

Bob 

was 
to 

spend 

weeks 

checking 

out 
a 

story 

he 

found 

more 

intriguing 

by 

the 

hour. 

He 

paid 

numerous 

visits 

to 

the 

Ministry 

of 

Defence 

and 

spent 

hours 

on 

the 

telephone 

to 

contacts 

in 

the 

United 

States. 

But 

everywhere 

he 

heard 

the 

ominous 

sound 

of 

doors 

being 

slammed. 

He 

finally 

admitted 

defeat. 

But 

Bob 

was 

absolutely 

certain 

there 

was 

an 

official 

blanket 

of 

secrecy 

over 

the 

events 

surrounding 

the 

crash 

of 

that 

Lightning’s 

in 

the 

North 

Sea 

all 

those 

years 

ago. 

Barry 

Halpenny 

finally 

published 

an 

abridged 

version 

of 

the 

story 

in 

a 

book 

which 

appeared 

in 

September, 

1988. 

Subsequently 

we 

were 

contacted 

by 

two 

former 

airmen 

who 

had 

both 

been 

at 

nbrook 

at 

the 

time 

and 

added 

further 

fuel 

to 

the 

mystery 

by 

recalling 

their 

own 

memories 

of 

that 

night.

It 
was 
a 

story 

which 

puzzled 

and 

intrigued 

readers. 

But, 

perhaps 

most 

interestingly 

of 

all, 

it 

was 
a 

story 

which 

grabbed 

the 

attention 

of 
a 

man 

spending 

10 

days 

in 

a 

Cleethorpes 

guest 

house. 

Sixteen 

veal’s 

earlier 

he 

had 

been 

one 

of 

1}1l’ 

crash 

inw’stigators 

wl10 

Wl’llt 

to

Binbrook 

to 

examine 

the 

remains 

of 

XSW894. 

He 

was 
so 

puzzled 

by 

what 

he 

saw 

and 

the 

treatment 

the 

investigation 

team 

received 

that 

he 

was 

determined 

to 

get 

to 

the 

bottom 

of 

the 

mystery 

once 

and 

for 

all.

NoW, 
four 

years 

on, 

he 

believes 

he 

has 

peeled 

back 

a 

little 

bit 

more 

of 

the 

mystery 
surrounding 

XS894 

and 

the 

disappearance 

of 

Captain 

Shafner. 

I 

now 

have 

a 

copy 

of 

his 

account 

of 

what 

he 

believes 

happened 

that 

night. 

Some 

has 

come 

from 

his 

dogged 

investigations. 

Some 

from 

official 

documents 

he 

has 

obtained. 

And 

some, 

most 

tellingly, 

from 

what 

he 

maintains 

is 

a 

transcript 

of 

the 

final 

conversations 

between 

Captain 

Schafer, 

a 

radar 

controller 

at 

Staxton 

Wold, 

near 

Scarborough, 

and 

the 

crew 

of 

the 

Shackleton 

which 

witnessed 

the 

crash. This 

is 

the 

story 

we 

are 

going 

to 

tell 

tomorrow. 

The 

information 

in 

it 
is 

quite 

remarkable. 

Our 

source 

has 

to 

remain 

anonymous 

and 

we 

cannot 

corroborate 

all 

the 

informat 

ion 

in 

his 

report. 

What 

information 

we 

can 

is 

certainlv 

in 

line 

with 

the 

results 

of 

mv 

own 

jncjuiries 

four 

years 

ago. 

. 

All 

we 
ask 

you 

to 

do 

is 

to 

read 

OUl- 

stories 

carefully 

- and 

make 

up 

your’ 

own 

mind.
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SKIPTON THE 

NUMBER 

ONE 

FOR 

SAYERS! 

LlET

GMNU

I I I I

Money 

Obser~er’s 

Quarterly 

sU,rvey, 

as 

reported 

in 

the 

October 

issue 

of 

the 

magazine, 

once 

again 

nominates 

Skipton 

Building 

Society 

the 

all-round 

"Best 

Buy" 

for 

investors, 

It’s 

the 

second 

time 

in 

just 

over 

twelve 

months 

that 

we’ve 

taken 

the 

number 

one 

slot, 

a 

clear 

demonstrfltion 

of 

our 

. 

long 

term 

commitment 

to 

offering 

high 

rales, 

across 

all 

our 

savings 

products, 

10 

all 

our 

investors, 

large 

and 

small. 

For 

full 

details 

of 

our 

outstanding 

investment 

accounts 

just 

call 

into 

our 

new 

branch 

at 

68 

Paragon 

Street, 

Hull, 

or, 
if 

it’s

more 

convenient, 

simply 

call 

(0482) 

226627. 

one 

of 

our 

customer 

advisors 

will 

be 

delighted 

to 

help 

you.

NO 

OTHER 

MAJOR 

BUILDING 

SOCIETY 
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eNATO 

forces 

were 

being 

brought 

up 

to 

full 

alert 

by 

a 

mystery 

object 

picked 

up 

on 

radar 

over 

the 

North 

Sea. 

At 

first 

it 

appeared 

to 

be 

yet 

another 

Russian 

aircraft 

out 

to 

test 

the 

reflexes 

of 

Allied 

air 

forces. 

But 

then 

the 

object 

began 

behaving 

in 

a 

way 

which 

baffled 

radar 

controllers. 

Nuclear 

bombers 

in 

the 

United 

States 

were 

ordered 

into 

the 

air 

while 

the 

Pentagon 

decided 

that 

its 

man-on-the-spot, 

an 

experienced 

Vietnam 

veteran 

then 

on 

an 

exchange 

visit 

with 

the 

RAF 

at 

Binbrook, 

should 

take 

a 

look. 

Pat 

Otter 

concludes 

the 

story 

of 

the 

last 

flight 

of 

Foxtrot 

94.

PAT 

OTTER

Captain 

William 

. 

Schafer 

was 

sitting 

in 
the 

crew 

room 
of 

5 

Squadron 

when 

the 

call 
came 
from 

High 

Wycombe. 

The 
room 

overlooked 

the 

apron 

where 
a 
line 

of 

silver-fmish 

Lightnings 

stood, 

illuminated 

by 

the 

high-intensity 

sodium 

lighting. 

The 
crew 

room 

itself 

was 

sparsely 

furnished, 

with 

ageing 

chairs 

which 

had 

seen 

better 

days, 

a 
bar 

which 

dispensed 

nothing 

stronger 

than 

black 

Nescafe, 

and 

walls 

adorned 

with 

plaques 

and 

photographs 

donated 

by 

visiting 

RAF 
and 

overseas 

air 

force 

units. 

Schafer 

was 

still 

in 
his 

flying 

suit, 

aftcr 

returning 

earlier 

that 

evening 

from 

a 

training 

sortie 

in 

one 

of 

~;I~ 

squadron’s 

aircraft. 

He 
is 

remembered 

by 

those 

at 

Binbrook 

as 
a 

small, 

powerfully-built 

man 

who 

loved 

to 

fly 

the 

single-seat 

Lightnings, 

so 

different 

from 

the 

new 

generation 

of 

sophisticated 

aircraft 

then 

starting 

to 

come 

into 

service 

in 

the 

USAF. 

When 
the 

call 

came, 

Schafer 

was 

helped 

into 

the 

remainder 

of 

his 

flying 

gear 

by 

other 

5 

Squadron 

aircrew, 

went 

out 

through 

the 

door, 

turned 

right 

and 

raced 

across 

the 

apron. Two 

Lightnings 

in 
the 

line-up 

were 

virtually 

ready 

for 

flight. 

One, 

XS894, 

was 
in 

the 

process 

of 

having 

its 

fuel 

tanks 
topped 

up 

and 

was 

already 

connected 

to 

a 

power 

starter. Schafer 

climbed 

the 

steep 

ladder, 

hauled 

himself 

into 

the 

cockpit, 

strapped 

in 
and 

started 

the 

engines. 

He 

waved 

aside 

the 

ground 

crew, 

who 

were 

expected 

to 

help 

carry 

out 

the 

standard 

pre-flight 

checks, 

ordered 

the 

refuelling 

to 

stop 

and 

failed 

to 

sign 

the 

regulation 

form 

signifying 

he 

was 

happy 

with 

the 

aircraft. 

It 

was 

armed 

with 

two 

Red 

Top 

air- 

to-air 

missiles, 

one 

of 

which 

was 

live 

and 

the 

other 

a 

dummy, 

and

rike 

’II 
’B 

rests 

i’ 
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FLASHBACK 

to 

the 

Hull 

Daily 

Mail 

on 

Wednesday, 

September 

9,1970, 

and 

a 

report 

of 

how 

hopes 

were 

fading 

of 

finding 

Amercian 

pilot 

Capt 

W 

Schafer 

foilowing 

an 

intensive 

search.

., 

". 

~. 
". 

;...~ 
’,- 

’:~’J 

~.::t,~?

enough 

30mm 

cannon 
shells 

for 

a 

six-second 

burst. 

One 

of 

the 

men 
on 

the 

ground 

crew 

at 

the 

time 

was 
Brian 

Mann 
of 

Grimsby, 

who 

was 

driving 

one 

of 

the 

fuel 

hawsers. 

He 

remembers 

XS894 
being 

refuelled 

at 
a 

rate 

of 

150 

gallons 

a 

minute 

when 

suddenly 

the 

engines 

started. 

"The 

windows 

on 
the 

tanker 
almost 
went 

in. 
I 

panicked, 

took 

the 

hoses 

off 

and 

got 

out 

of 

the 

way," 

he 

was 
to 

say 

later. 

Mr 

Mann 

remembered 

Schafer 

disregarding 

the 

ground 

marshal, 

who 

was 

the 

eyes 

and 
ears 
of 

the 

pilot 

on 

the 

ground: 

as 

he 

swung 

th

Lightning 

round. 

"His 

actions 

were 

unorthodox 

to 

say 

the 

least," 

he 

said. 

At 

22.06 

XS894 

blasted 

off 

from 

Binbrook’s 

main 

’. 

runway 

into 

the 

night 

sky. 

Those 

on 

the 

ground 

saw 

it 

disappear 

with 

a 

sheet 

of 

flame 

from 

its 

twin 

tail 

pipes 

as 

Schafer 

used 

reheat. 

It 

turned 

over 

the 

Wolds 

and 

the 

last 

they 

saw 

was 
its 

navigation 

lights 

heading 

out 

towards 

the 

North 

Sea. 

By 

now 

the 

mystery 

contact 

which 

had 

led 

to 

five 

Lightnings, 

two 

Phantoms, 

three 

tankers 

and 

a 

Shackleton 

being 

scrambled 

over 

the 

North 

Sea 

was 

being 

tracked 

by 

radar 

controllers 

at 

Staxton 

Wold, 

which 

stands 

on 

high 

ground 

overlooking 

Scarborough. 

The 

contact 

was 

flying 

parallel 

to 

the 

east 

coast 

90 

miles 

east 

of 

Whitby 

at 

530mph 

at 

6,100ft - 
an 

ideal 

course 

for 

an 

interception 

by 

a 

Binbrook 

Lightning. 

What 

follows 

next 

is 

drawn 

from 

what 

we 

have 

been 

told 

is 

the 

official 

transcript 

of 

the 

conversation 

which 

took 

place 

between 

Schafer 

and 

the 

radar 

station 

at 

Staxton 

Wold. 

Schafer: 

I 

have 

visual 

contact, 

repeat 

visual 

contact. 

Over. 

Staxton: 

Can 

you 

identify 

aircraft 

type? 

Schafer: 

Negative, 

nothing 

recognisable, 

no 

clear 

outlines. 

There 

is 

.....bluish 

light. 

Hell, 

that’s 

bright 

..... 
very 

bright. 

StaxtQn: 

Are 

your 

in$truments 

functioning, 

94? 

Check 

compass. 

Over. 
Schafer: 

Affirmative, 

GCI. 
I’m 

alongside 

it 

now, 

maybe 

600ft 

off 

my ..... 
It’s 
a 

conical 

shape. 

Jeeze, 

that’s 

bright, 

it 

hurts 

my 

eyes 
to 

look 

at 
it 

for 

11Iore 

thall 

a 

few 

seconds. 

Staxton: 

How 

close 

are 

you 

flOW? 

Schafer: 

About 

400ft, 

he’s 

still 
ill 

my 

three 

o’clock. 

/ley 

WCJit 

..... 

there’s 

something 

else. 

It’s 

like 

CJ 

large 

soccer 

ball..... 
it’s 

like 

.’t’s 

made 

of 

glass. 

Staxtoll: 

Is 

it 

part 

of 
the 

object 

01 

independent? 

Over. 

Schafer: 

It ..... 
no, 

it’s 

separate 

from 

the 

maill 

body..... 
the 

conical 

shape 

..... 
it’s 

at 

the 

back 

elld, 

the 

sharp 

elld 

of 
the 

shape.

t 3- 
;" -1 
~J 

, 

;.’

It’s 

like 

bobbing 

up 

and 

down 

and 

going 

from 

side 
to 

side 

slowly. 

It 

may 
be 
the 

power 

source. 

There’s 

no 

sign 

of 

ballistics. Staxton: 
Is 

there 

any 

sign 

of 

occupation? 

Over. 

Schafer: 

Negative, 

nothing. 

Staxton: 

Can 
you 

assess 
the 
rate 

.....? 
Schafer: 

Contact 

in 

descent 

gentle. 

Am 

going 

with 

it ..... 
50ft 

..... 
no 

about 

70ft ..... 
it’s 

levelled 

out 

agilL 
Staxton: 

Is 

the 

ball 

object 

still 

with 

it? 

Over. Schafer: 

AJ]
rmative. 

It’s 

not 

actually 

connected 

..... 
maybe 
a 

magnetic 

attra.ction 

~’._ 
to 

the 

conica 
l 

shape. 

There’s 

a 

haze 

of 

... 
.............,.... 

,......-..... 
’.:i 

light. 

Ye’ow 

..... 
ii’S 

within 

that 

haze. 

Wait 
a 

second, 

it’s 

turning 

..... 
coming 

straight 

for 

me ..... 

am 

taking 

evasive 

action 

..... 
afew 

..... 
I 

can 

hardl..... 
Staxton? 

94? 

Come 

in 

94. 

Foxtrot 

94, 

are 

you 

receiving? 

Over. 

Come 

in 

94. 

Over. 

Just 

as 

the 

controller 

at 

Staxton 

Wold 

lost 

contact 

with 

Captain 

Schafer, 

a 

radar 

operator, 

who 

had 

been 

tracking 

the 

Lightning 

and 

the 

mystery 

object 

it 

had 

intercepted, 

watched 

in 

disbelief. 

The 

two 

blips 

on 

the 

screen, 

representing 

the 

fighter 

and 
its 

quarry, 

slowly 

merged 

into 

one, 

decelerated 

rapidly 

from 

over 

500mph 

until 

they 

became 

stationary 

6,OOOft 

above 

the 

North 

Sea 

140 

miles 

out 

off 

Alnwick. 

What 

exactly 

happened 

inside 

the 

ground 

control 

centre 

at 

Staxton 

is 

open 

to 

conjecture. 

But 

our 

information 

is 

that 

one 

suggestion 

was 

the 

two 

Lightnings 

then 

on 

Combat 

Air 

Patrol 

off 
the 

Scottish 

coast 

should 

be 

sent 

south 

immediately 

but 

it 

was 

overruled 

by 

the 

senior 

fighter 

controller, 

who 

continued 

to 

try 

to 

re-establish 

contact 

with 

Captain 

Schafer 

in 

Foxtrot 

94. 
Two-and-a-half.minutes 

after 

the 

single 

blip 

on 

the 

radar 

screen 

came 

to 

a 

halt 

it 

started 

to 

move 

again, 

accelerating 

rapidly 

to 

600mph 

and 

climbing 

to 

g,OOOft, 

heading 

south 

back 

towards 

Staxton. Shortly 

afterwards, 

the 

single 

blip 

separated 

intu 

two, 

one 

maintaining 

its 

southerly 

heading, 

somewhat 

errat 

ically, 

at 

between 

[;00 

and 

[)30.mph 

and 

descending 

slowly, 

the 

other 

turning 

through 

JBO 

degrpps 

to 

hcad 

north-wcsterly 

and 

vanishing 

at 

a 

speed 

later 

calculated 

to 

e 

around 

20,400mph. 

\Vh 
ill’ 

all 

this 

was 

going 

on, 

a 

Shackletun 

MltJ. 

wh 
ich 

had 

been 

on 

patrol 

off 

the 

Firth 

of 

Forth. 

was 

ordered 

south 

to 

hold 

station 

around 

Flamborough 

Ilead. 

Then, 

Staxton 

Wold 

re.established 

contact 

with 

Captain 

Schafer. 

Schafer: 

GCI 

..... 
are 

you 

receiving? 

Over.

.-:’

.~ ..... 
,.;, 
.... 

’. 
,

~,.- 
.

’-’~~./~..

o’,:,~

, 
\ 

on’t 

h~B\ 

\()

good. 

I 

can’t 

think 

what 

has 

happened..... 

I 

feel 

kinda 

dizzy 

..... 
I 

can 

see 

shooting 

stars.’

..:;.’:;~~

Staxton: 

Affirmative 

94. 

Loud 
and 

clear. 

What 

is 

your 

condition? 

Over. 
Schafer: 

Not 

too 

good. 

I 

can’t 

think 

what 

has 

happened 

..... 
I 

feel 

kinda 

dizzy..... 
I 

can 
see 

shooting 

stars. 

Staxton: 

Can 

you 

see 

your 

in.struments? 

Over. 

Schafer: 

Affirmative. 

but, 

er ..... 

the 

compass 

is 

u/s..... 

Staxton: 

Foxtrot 

94, 

turn 

043 

degrees. 

Over. 

Schafer: 

Er ..... 
all 

directional 

instruments 

are 

out, 

repeat 

u/s. 

Over. Staxton: 

Roger 

94, 

execute 

right 

l/lrn. 

estimate 

quarter 

turn. 

Over. 

Schafer: 

Turning 

’lOW. 

Staxton: 

Come 

j

rther. 

9-1. 
That’s 

good. 

Is 

YOllr 

altimeter 

fllnctioninM? 

Ot’e/’. 

Schafer: 

A.fj
,."wtive. 

GCI. 

Staxton: 

f)escefld 

to 

3.5(}(}/i. 

Opel 

Schafer: 

Rouer. 

GCI. 

Staxton: 

What’s 

YOllr 

fuel 

state. 

94? 

Over. 
Schafer: 

About 

thirty 

per 

cent, 

GCI. 
Staxtvn: 

’l’h(1t’s 

what 

we 

calclllated. 

(’an 

VOIl 

(C/lIlS 

what 

happened. 

94? 

ver.

Schafer: 

I 

don’t 

know. 

It 

came 

in 

close 

..... 
I 

shut 

my 

eyes 
..... 

I 

figure 

I 

must 
’ve 

blacked 

out 

for 

a 
few 

seconds. 

Staxton: 

OK 
94. 

Standby. 

At 

this 

stage 

the 

Shackleton 

arrived 

over 

Flamborough 

Head 

and 

began 

circling 

before 

XS894 

was 

vectored 

into 

the 

area 

by 

the 

Staxton 

controllers. Schafer: 

Can 

you 

bring 

me 
in, 

GCI? 

Over. 

Staxton: 

Er ..... 
Hold 

station. 

94. 

Over. Several 

minutes 

then 

elapsed 

as 

Schafer 

was 

left 

to 

circle 

the 

Flamborough 

area 

along 

with 

the 

Shackleton. 

In 

the 

meantime, 

Strike 

Command 

HQ 

at 

High 

Wycombe 

had 

instructed 

Staxton 

Wold 

to 

request 

Schafer 

ditch 

his 

Lightning 

off 

F’lamborough. 
Although 

he 

had 

plentv 

oHuel 

to 

reach 

either 

nr;arby’LeGonfieli:l 

or 

his 

home 

base’

fJ3inb,;ook, 

it 

appears 

th&r

ason 

for 

High 

Wycornbe’s 

decision 

was 
a 

fear 

that 

the 

Lightning 

had 

somehow 

become 

" 

contaminated 

during 

its 

mystery 

ti 

interception 

over 

the 

North 

Sea. 

It 

may 

well 

be 

that 

the 

fear 

was 

that 

the 

aircraft 

had 

suffered 

radiation 

contamination 

although 

some 

weeks 

later, 

when 

the 

wreckage 

was 

examined 

at 

13inbrook, 

there
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trace 

of 

contamination 

by 

ing 

other 

than 

salt 

water. 

ton: 

Foxtrot 

94. 

Can 

you 

ditch 

-aft? 

Over. 

zfer: 

She’s 

handling 

fine. 

l 

bring 

her 

in. 

Over. 

’ton: 

Negative, 

94. 

l 

repeat, 

can 

ditch 

aircraft? 

Over. 

Ifer: 

Yeah 

..... I 

guess. 

ton: 

Standby 

94. 

Over. 

Oscar 

)ver. 
ckleton: 

77.

Shackleton: 

Negative. 

We’re 

going 

round 

again, 

pulling 

a 

tight 

one. 

Two 

minutes 

later: 

Shackleton: 

The 

canopy’s 

up 

..... 

she’s 

floating 

OK 

..... 
can’t 

see 

the 

pilot. 

We 

need 

a 

chopper 

out 

here, 

GCl. 
No, 

no 

sign 

of 

the 

pilot. 

Where 

the 

hell 

is 

he? 

Staxton: 

You 

sure 

he’s 

not 

in 

the 

water, 

77? 

Check 

your 

SABRE 

receptions. 

Over. 

(Note: 

SABRE 

was 
the 

search 

and 

rescue 

beacon 

carried 

by 
all 

RAF 

aircrew). 

Shackleton: 

No 

SABRE 

yet. 

No 

flares, 

either. 

Hang 

on. 

We’re 

going 

round 

again. 

Another 

two 

minutes 

elapsed. 

Shackleton: 

GCl. 

Over. Staxton: 

GCl. 

Over. 

Shackleton: 

This 

is 

odd, 

GCl. 

She’s 

sinking 

fast 

but 

..... 
the 

canopy’s 

closed 

up 

again. 

Over. 

Staxton: 

Can 

you 

confirm 

pilot 

clear 

of 

aircraft? 

Over. 

Shackleton: 

lie’s 

not 

in 

it, 

we 

can 

confirm 

that. 

He 

must 

be 

in 

the 

water 

somewhere.

r.

’The 

canopy’s 

up 

..... 
she’s 

floating 

OK 

..... 
can’t 

see 

the 

pilot. 

We 

need 

a 

chopper 

out 

here, 

GCI. 

No, 

n() 

ign 

of 

the 

pilot. 

Where 

thy’ 

hell 

is 

he? 

,

ton: 

94 

is 

ling. 

Can 

you 

Itain 

wide 

tit? 

Over. 
ckleton: 

rm

tive 

GCl.

r’... ton.’ 

’Thanks 

77. 

dbv. 

94, 

execute 

ling 

procedure 

at 

’discretion. 

Over. 

1fer: 
~ending 

nnw, 

GCl. 

Over. 

~en 

six 

and 

seven 

minutes 

!Iapsed. ckleton: 

He’s 

down, 

GCl. 

of 
a 

splash 

..... 
he’s 

down 

in 

piece 

though. 

Over. 

:ton: 

Cnn 

you 

see 

the 

pilot 

yet? 

- ’

IllUSTRATION: 

Geoff 

Woolston 

Staxton: 

Any 

distress 

signals 

or 

flares 

yet? 

Over. 

Shackleton: 

Negative, 

GCl. 

Going 

round 

again. 

Over. 

Ninety 

seconds 

later 

the 

crew 

of 

the 

Shackleton 

were 

back 

in 

contact. 

Shackleton: 

She’s 

sunk, 

GCl. 

There’s 

a 

slight 

wake 

where 

she 

was. 

Still 

no 

sign 

of 

the 

pilot. 

l 

say 

again, 

GCl, 

we 

need 

a 

chopper 

here 

fast. 

Over. 

Staxton: 

A 

Whirlwind’s 

on 

the 

wav 

from 

Leconfield. 

Are 

you 

positive’ 

you 

saw 
no 

sign 

of 

the 

pilot? 

Over. 

Shackleton: 

Nothing 

GCl. 

The 

first 

pass 

we 

assumed 

he 

was 

unstrapping. 

lie 

must 

have 

gnt 

out 

as 
we 

went 

round 

for 
a 

second 

pass 

..... 
but 

why 

shut 

the 

canopy? 

Over. 

. 

Staxton: 

That’s 

what 

we 

[{Jerf’ 

thinking. 

Maintain 

patrol 

77, 

hI! 

must 

be 

there 

somewhere. 

Opel’. 

Shackleton: 

Roger, 

GCl. 

Opel’. 

Shortly 

afterwards 

the 

search 

and 

rescue 

Whirlwind 

from 

nearby 

Leconfield 

arrived 

on 

the 

scene 

and 

began 

a 

systematic 

search 

of 

the 

ditching 

area. 

The 

aircraft 

were 

shortly 

joined 

by 

lifeboats 

from 

ridlington. 

Flamborough 

and 

Filey 

as 

the 

weather 

began 

to 

deteriorate. 

The 

search 

continued 

well 

into 

the

next 

day 

but 

there 

were 

no 

transmissions 

from 

the 

beacons 

carried 

by 

the 

pilot 

and 

on 

board 

the 

aircraft 

and 

the 

official 

reports 

say 

no 

distress 

flares 

were 

seen. 

However, 

the 

following 

day 

it 

was 

reported 

flares 

had 

been 

seen 

about 

10 

miles 

offshore 

and 

the 

Grimsby 

trawler 

Ross 

Kestrel, 

which 

was 

passing 

through 

the 

Flamborough 

area, 

had 

gone 

to 

investigate 

but, 

even 

though 

more 

flares 

were 

seen, 

she 

found 

nothing. 

It 

was 

also 

reported 

that 

Captain 

Schafer’s 

wife 

was 

at 

Binbrook 

waiting 

for 

news 

of 

her 

husband. 

But 

the 

Ministry 

of 

Defence 

were 

doubtful 

whether 

there 

would 

be 

any 

good 

news 

for 

her. 

"1 

don’t 

think 

he 

got 

out 

of 

the 

plane," 

a 

spokesman 

told 

a 

reporter. 

"No 

wreckage 

has 

been 

found."

Three 

weeks 

later 

it 

was 

reported 

that 

the 

fuselage 

of 

the 

aircraft 

had 

been 

located 

on 

the 

seabed 

and 

noted 

that 

the 

ejector 

seat 

was 

still 

intact 

"giving 

rise 

to 

the 

belief 

that 

the 

body 

of 

the 

pilot 

is 

still 

in 

the 

wreckage." 

’ 

, 

On 

October 

7, 

it 

was 

reported 

that 

divers 

from 

HMS 

Keddleston 

had 

inspected 

the 

wreckage 

and 

said 

Captain 

Schafer’s 

body 

was 

still 

in 

the 

cockpit. 

When 

the 

wreckage 

of 

XS894 

was 

finally 

lifted 

from 

the 

sea 

bed 

some 

. 
\-;’1’ 

crashes 

i 
~
~l: 

N.(H 

UI 

"J..~I’ 

’.:. 

. 

.. 

those 

days 

were 

relatively 

common 

and 

much 

of 

the 

wreckage 

found 

its 

way 

into 

Grimsby 

where 

often 

photographers 

were 

on 

hand 

to 

record 

the 

event. 

But 

not 

with 

XSf!94. 

It 

was 

also 

cor-mon 

practice 

for 

wrecked 

aircraft 

to 

be 

taken 

to 

the 

MoD’s 

Crash 

Investigation 

Branch 

at 

Farnborough 

where 

detailed 

examinations 

were 

carried 

out 

in 

an 

attempt 

to 

find 

the 

cause 

of 

accidents. 

But 

this 

didn’t 

happen 

with 

XS984. 

Instead, 

the 

remains 

of 

the 

aircraft, 

which 

was 

in 

remarkably 

good 

condition, 

were 

taken 

to 

inbrook 

where 

it 

was 

placed 

behind 

shutters 

in 

the 

far 

comer 

of 
a 

hangar. 

A 

team 

from 

Farnborough 

arrived 

one 

wet 

winter’s 

day 

at 

Binbrook 

in 

the 

belief 

that 

they 

were 

about 

to 

start 

a 

detailed 

investigation 

which, 

in 

turn, 

would 

lead 

to 

the 

preparation 

of 
a 

report 

on 

the 

incident 

to 

the 

Ministry 

of 

Defence, 

the 

report 

being 

used 

as 

the 

basis 

for 

an 

eventual 

inquiry 

into 

the 

loss 

of 

Lightning 

XS894. 

Rut 

they 

were 

in 

for 

a 

surprise. 

They 

were 

astonished 

to 

find 

many 

of 

the 

cockpit 

instruments 

missing. 

These 

included 

the 

E2B 

compass, 

voltmeter, 

stand-by 

direction 

indicator, 

stand.hy 

inverter 

indicator 

and 

the 

complete 

auxiliary 

warning 

panel 

from 

the 

starhoard 

side 

of 

the 

cockpit. 

This 

was 
a 

serious 

breach 

of 

regulations 

and, 

although 

the 

investtgation 

team 

was 

promised 

the 

instruments 

would 

be 

returned 

shortly, 

they 

never 

were. 

The 

ejector 

scat 

also 

seemed 

to 

be 

’wrong’ 

and 

there 

was 
a 

suspicion 

later 

among 

the 

investigators 

that 

it 

was 

not 

the 

one 

fitted 

to 

the 

aircraft 

when 

XS894 

took 

off 

from 

lIinbrook 

on 

its 

final 

flight. 

They 

were 

even 

given 

an 

assurance 

by 

the 

OC 

of 
5 

Squadron 

that 

the 

seat 

had 

not 

heen 

tampered 

with. 

But 

some 

of 

the 

investigators 

were 

not 

convinced. 

, 

Interestingly, 

the 

reader, 

who 

was

,
serving 

at 

Binbrook 

at 

the 

time, 

told 

us 
in 
1988 

that 

he 

recalled 

seeing 

an 

official 

report 

on 

the 

crash 

which 

suggested 

that 

the 

seat 

was 

faulty 

and 

this 

was 

why 

Captain 

Schafer 

failed 

to 

eject. 

Brian 

McConnell, 

a 

former 

sergeant 

at 

Binbrook, 

said 

the 

cartridge 

on 

the 

seat 

had 

failed 

to 

fire 

because 

of 

faulty 

installation. 

However, 

this 

is 

very 

much 

at 

odds 

with 

the 

eye- 

witness 

account 

of 

the 

Shackleton 

crew 

who 

saw 

the 

canopy 

raised. 

Had 

any 

attempt 

been 
made 

to 

fire 

it, 

it 

would 

have 

been 
blown 

off. 
It 

also 

seems 

to 

conflict 

with 

the 

account 

we 

have 

been 
given 

of 

the 

order 

from 

Staxton 

Wold 

to 

Captain 

Schafer 

to 

ditch 

his 

aircraft 

rather 

than 

attempt 

to 

return 

to 

Binbrook 

or 

land 

at 

Leconfield, 

only 

a 
few 

minutes’ 

flying 

time 

from 

Flamborough. 

And, 

remember, 

Schafer 

has 

told 

his 

ground 

controllers 

that 

XS894 

was 

still 

handling 

"rme" 

and 

he 

had 

plenty 

of 
fuel 

left. 

During 

the 

few 

hours 

the 

investigators 

were 

allowed 

to 

examine 

the 

aircraft, 

they 

themselves 

were 

constantly 

supervised 

by 

five 

civilians, 

two 

of 

them 

Americans. 

At 

the 

end 

of 

the 

day 

the 

investigation 

team 

was 

told 

curtly 

that 

as 

nothing 

useful 

had 

been 

Qiscovered, 

their 

job 

was 

over. 

The 

following 

day 

they 

were 

all 

called 

into 

the 

main 

office 

at 

Farnborough 

and 

told 

in 

no 

uncertain 

!(;rms 

they 

were 

not 

to 

discuss 

any 

aspect 

of 

the 

ditching 

of 

’-""C"’...."’... 
_..~_ 

...:..,- 
..’-....~- 

...........
rnysl(’ry 

of 

XSB~’.1 

gues 

cold. 

Wel!. 

almost. There 

is 

just 

one 

further 

item 

of 

information available. 

On 

the 

night 

of 

September 

8, 

1970, 

a 

couple 

and 

their 

daughter 

were 

walking 

their 

dog 

along 

the 

coastal 

path 

at 

Alnmouth 

Bay, 

Northumberland 

- 

almost 

opposite 

the 

point 

over 

the 

North 

Sea 

where 

Schafer 

made 

his 

interception- 

when 

they 

saw 

and 

heard 

something 

strange. 

"We 

had 

been 

walking 

for 

maybe 

10 

minutes 

when 

we 

heard 

a 

very 

high-pitched 

humming 

noise," 

they 

later 

said 

in 

a 

statement 

to 

MoD 

personnel. 

"It 

seemed 

impossible 

to 

tell 

from 

which 

direction 

the 

noise 

was 

coming, 

it 

seemed 

everywhere. 

It 

lasted 

for 

maybe 

10 
to 

15 

seconds. 

"About 

five 

minutes 

later 

the 

eastern 

sky 

lit 

up 

rather 

like 

sheet 

lightning, 

only 

it 

took 

about 

10 

seconds 

to 

die 

down 

again. 

Over 

the 

following 

three 

minutes 

this 

happene,d 

many 

times, 

but 

the 

’lightning’ 

was 

only 

visible 

for 

a 

second 

or 

two 

at 
a 

time. 

It 

appeared 

very 

similar 

to 

the 

Northern 

Lights. 

The 

whole 

spectacle 

was 

completely 

silent. 

"After 

two 

or 

three 

minutes 

there 

was 

another 

flare-up 

of 

’sheet 

lightning’. 

This 

was 

followed 

by 

that 

awful 

shrill 

sensation, 

only 

this 

time 

it 

was 

worse. 

You 

could 

actually 

feel 

your 

ears 

ringing." 

The 

family 

called 

in 
at 

the 

local 

police 

station 

to 

report 

what 

they 

had 

seen 

and 

heard. 

Their’s 

was 

one 

of 

many 

similar 

reports 

that 

night 

to 

both 

the 

police 

and 

the 

RAF 

at 

nearby 

Boulmer. 

The 

time 

and 

the 

location 

fit 

in 

exactly 

with 

events 

going 

on 
60 

miles 

south 

at 

Staxton 

Wold 

and 

they 

could 

have 

been 

watching 

some 

kind 

of 

natural 

phenomena. 

Or 

there 

could 

be 

another 

explanation. 

What 

do 

you 

think?

, 

About 

five 

minutes 

later 

the 

eastern 

sky 

lit 

up 

rather 

like 

sheet 

lightning, 

only 

it 

took 

about 

10 

seconds 

to 

die 

down 

again, 

,
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