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FrNSection 40 |

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE e
5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference:

Our Reference:

Hull D/DAS/64/3
East Yorkshire Date:

[Section 40 | | 26 July 2004
I Section 40)

Thank you for your e.mails dated 5 July and 23 July 2004.

I have enclosed a copy of the file — ‘UFOs: Alleged UFO incident — Crash of Lightening F6, 8
September 1970 that you requested back in April. Sorry for the long delay.

We have removed personal details in accordance with the Data Protection Act of 1998.

I hope this will be of help.

Yours sincerely
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From:  EETRETN

Sent: 26 July 2004 16:39

(LOSection40

Subject: Internet-Authorised:UFO enquiry

Deam

Thank you for your e.mail that you sent to my colleague [SlElSilelaRA dated 23 July 2004.

I have sent a copy of the file D/Sec(AS)12/6 which you requested with a covering letter. Sorry for the long
delay.

The personal details have been taken out with accordance to the Data Protection Act of 1998.

Hope this will be of help.

Yours sincerely

28/07/2004



From:

Poccion oI .

Sent: 23 July 2004 00:41
To:
Subject: Re: information on UFQ's

It is now seven days since I responded to your E mail regarding File D/Sec(AS)12/6.
I had hoped to have received the relevant details by now.

I enclose once again my Snail address and look forward to receiving the file above
ASAP.

Thank you for your prompt attention to my query.

My address is:

Hull,
East Yorkshire.

Yours in appreciation
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From: SR

Sent: 14 July 2004 23:18

To: I

Subject: RE: Request for information on UFOs

BXElSection 40)

Thank you for your prompt attention to my query, I look forward to receiving the relevant details at your
earliest convenience...

My address is:

East Yorkshire.

Yours in appreciation

From:

Sent: 14 July 2004 12:03
To:

Subject: Request for information on UFOs

ea (IR

Thank you for your message of 5 July to my colleague, SISl Concerning your request for a copy
of file D/Sec(AS)12/6. | apologise for the length of time you have been waiting for a response. We
have been waiting to find out the status of another file concerning this incident before deciding how
much of this file can be released. We have also moved offices’ which has also added to

the delay. Thank you for your patience, | am now in a position to reply.

First, it may be helpful if | explain the background to the incident involving Captain William Shaffner
USAF on 8 September 1970. The official records show that

Captain Shaffner was the pilot of a Lightning aircraft which took off from RAF Binbrook at
approximately 2025 GMT to take part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise involving the interception,
shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. The target aircraft was a RAF Shackleton maritime
reconnaissance aircraft flying at 1500 feet off the north east coast. Captain Shaffner was vectored
onto the target and reported that he was in visual contact, but no further messages were received and
it was subsequently established that the aircraft had crashed into the sea. Captain Shaffner apparently
abandoned the aircraft after it hit the sea, but despite a prolonged search he was never found and is
presumed to have drowned.

Over the years since the accident there has been a lot of speculation in the press that Captain Shaffner
had encountered an ‘unidentified flying object'.

However, there is absolutely no evidence of any ‘unidentified aircraft’ having been involved, nor is there
any reason to suppose that there is any UFO connection with what remains a tragic accident.

File D/Sec(AS)12/6 contains mostly newspaper cuttings, enquiries from the press and UFO groups
about the accident, and MOD replies. | have copied the file for you and if you would like to e-mail me
your full address, | will put these in the post. Please note we have moved location and my e-mail
address has now changed to

The Aircraft Accident Report file (mentioned in paragraph 1) containing full details of the enquiry into

15/07/2004




Dear _@ Page 2 of 2

the accident has been selected for preservation in The National Archives (TNA) and is currently
awaiting collection and cataloguing by TNA. Once these actions are complete you will be able to view
the original documents by visiting TNA . The catalogue of all the material currently available at TNA
and details of how to get there, can be found on their website at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk.

| hope this is helpful.

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information
5t Floor, Zone H

Main Building

Whitehall

London

SW1A 2HB

15/07/2004




g L (on dacdomes)
_‘-SEC3

From: -
Sent: 05 July 2004 03:48

To: das-sec3@defence.mod.uk

Subject: file D/Sec(AS)12/6

Dear [NETNNEN

I am emailing to enquire the present status of my letter
request of 18 April 2004 for file D/Sec(AS)12/6 and your letter response of

29 April 2004.. Is there any news yet about the recall of this file and it's
processing and preparation?

Sincerely
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104 Air Clues

DON'T BELIEVE
S
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Y
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EVERYTHING
YOU READ'!

An article was carried in the Grimsby Evening
Telegraph recently; it consisted of a full page
spread on 2 consecutive days and concerned the
loss of Lightning F6 X5894 on 8 Sep 70, flown by a
USAF exchange pilot, Capt Schaffner. These are
some extracts from those pages: '

Headline: MYSTERY OF A JET AND ITS 20,400MPH
“TARGET’

The aircraft, XS894, disappeared into what is fast becom-
ing one of the greatest aviation puzzles of all time. The
ditching was witnessed by the crew of a Shackleton air-
craft but no trace of Capt Schaffner was ever found. More
than a month later the wreckage was found by RN divers.
The cockpit was empty and the canopy closed.

On this particular night, a radar operator at Saxa Vord
picked up an unidentified aircraft between the Shetlands
and Norway flying at 630mph at 37,000ft. It increased
speed to 900mph and climbed to 44,000ft and QRA at
Leuchars was scrambled. The contact then turned
through 180 degrees and disappeared from the screens. Its
speed was estimated in the region of 17,400mph. During
the next hour, the mystery contact reappeared several
times.

The contact was being monitored by the Ballistic Missile
Early Warning System at Fylingdales and the informa-
tion was being relayed to the North American Air
Defence (NORAD) Command at Cheyenne Mountain.
Strategic Air Command HQ at Omaha ordered its B52
bombers into the air. A request was made from a high
level within NORAD, through HQ STC, for RAF
Binbrook to send Capt Schaffner to join the Lightnings

" looking for the mystery contact. By now, the contact was

flying parallel to the East Coast 90 miles east of Whitby
at 530mph at 6,100ft - an ideal interception by a
Binbrook Lightning. What follows is drawn from what I
have been told is the official transcript of the conversation

between Schaffner and Staxton Wold:

Schaffner: There is ... blueish light. Very bright. It’s
a conical shape. It’s like a large soccer ball. It's like
it’s made of glass. Contact in descent. About 70ft ...
it’s levelled out again. It’s turning, coming straight
for me, am taking evasive action, I can hardl.....

Staxton: 947 Come in 94, are you receiving.

A radar operator who had been tracking the Lightning
and the mystery object watched in disbelief. The 2 blips
merged info one, decelerating rapidly from over 500mph
until they became stationary 6,000t over the North Sea
140 miles out from Alnwick. Shortly afterwards the sin-"
gle blip separated into 2, one maintaining its southerly
heading at 600mph, the other turning to head north-west
and vanishing at a speed later calculated to be around
20,400mph. While all this was going on a Shackleton was
ordered to hold station around Flamborough Head. Then
Staxton Wold re-established contact with Capt Schaffner.

Staxton: 94 what is your condition?

Schaffner: Not too good, I feel kinda dizzy. I can see
shooting stars. The compass is useless, can you
bring me in GCI?.

Staxton: Er... Hold station, 94 over.

HQ STC had instructed Staxton Wold to request
Schaffuer to ditch his Lightning off Flamborough. It
appears the reason for the decision to ditch was a fear that
the Lightning had somehow become “contaminated” dur-
ing its mystery interception over the North Sea. The
Shackleton watched the Lightning ditch and called for a
helicopter. The crew noticed the canopy up but could not
see the pilot. On their next pass, they called that the air-
craft was sinking fast but the canopy had been closed
again. The search for the pilot involved the Shackleton, a
Whirlwind from Léconﬁeld and several lifeboats but the
pilot was not found. On 7 Oct 70, divers from HMS
Keddleston inspected the wreckage and said that Capt
Schaffner’s body was still in the cockpit. But when the
wreckage was brought to the surface, there was no trace
of Capt Schaffner. Just an empty cockpit.

The wreckage was taken in some secrecy to RAF
Binbrook. The ejector seat seemed to be “wrong” and
there was a suspicion among the investigafors that it was
not the one fitted to the aircraft when it took off. At the
end of the day the investigation team was told that as
nothing useful had been discovered, their job was over.
They were all called into the main office at Farnborough
and told in no uncertain terms that they were not to dis-
cuss any aspect of the ditching. The reason was simple -
national security.

March 1994




March 1994

That dramatic story is how a major regional news-
paper described the loss of one of our Lightnings.
The Lightning was popular with the Humberside
population and this article would undoubtedly
have attracted interest. In contrast, this is the
RAF’s version of events:

The pilot of the accident aircraft was a USAF
exchange officer who had completed 2 tours on the
USAF F102 all weather fighter. He had accumulated
121 hours on the Lightning, of which 18 were at
night. He had been declared Limited Combat Ready
after only 8 weeks on the Sqn; this unusually short
period of time was based on his previous experience
as well as his performance thus far on the Lightning.
The limitation on his operational status was partial-
ly due to the requirement to complete all the stages
of visident profiles; at the time of the accident, he

. was qualified in 2 of the 3 phases of visident, which

meant that he would be capable of carrying out
shadowing and shepherding tasks, only if he was in
visual contact with the target.

The Sqn was participating in a Taceval at RAF
Binbrook and the Sqn Cdr had authorised this pilot
to participate, in the belief that he would not be
involved in a shadowing or shepherding mission.
However, unbeknown to the Stn or Sqn, the Taceval
team had just changed the exercise scenario from
normal interceptions to shadowing or shepherding
on slow speed low-flying targets. The targets were
Shackletons flying at 160kts at the minimum autho-
rised height of 1,500ft."

After maintaining one hour at cockpit readiness, the
pilot was scrambled. While he was taxying, the
scramble was cancelled and he returned to the dis-
persal, ordering fuel only and no turnround servic-
ing. This was contrary to standing instructions and
the engineering officer ordered a full turnround.
The turnround was delayed and, during this delay,
the pilot was warned that he would be scrambled as
soon as he was ready. He told the groundcrew to
expedite the servicing but started his engines and
taxied before the servicing was complete. He got air-
borne at 2030Z.

The pilot climbed to FL 100 and was handed over to
GCT; he was then given a shadowing task against a
160kt target at 1,500ft. At a range of 28nm, he was
told to accelerate to M0.95 in order to expedite the
take over from another Lightning. He called that he
was in contact with the lights but would have to
manoeuvre to slow down; his voice sounded
strained as though he was being affected by ‘g’. His
aircraft was seen by the other Lightning pilot; it

appeared to be about 2,000yds astern and 500-
1,000ft above the Shackleton, in a port turn. The
Shackleton crew then saw the aircraft, apparently
very low. Shortly afterwards, the Lightning pilot
failed to acknowledge instructions and emergency
procedures were initiated. A search by the
Shackleton, and a further air/sea search the follow-
ing day, failed to detect any trace of the aircraft or

- pilot.

The wreckage was located nearly 2 months later
with surprisingly little damage. The canopy was
attached, but not closed, and there was no sign of
the pilot. The aircraft appeared to have struck the
sea at a low speed, planed on the surface and come
to rest comparatively slowly.

The ejection seat handle had been pulled to the full
extent allowed by the interrupter link in the main
gun sear. (The interrupter link ensures that the seat
does not fire unless the canopy has gone). The
canopy gun sear had been withdrawn but the car-
tridge had not been struck with sufficient force to
fire it (during servicing, the firing unit had been
incorrectly seated because of damaged screw
threads). The canopy had been opened normally,
the QRB was undone, as was the PEC, and the PSP
lanyard had been released from the life jacket.

It was concluded that the difficult task, carried out

in rushed circumstances, combined with a lack of

training in this profile, led to the pilot failing to

monitor his height while slowing down. He had -
inadvertently flown into the sea but had attempted

to recover the situation by selecting reheat; this was

ineffective with the tail skimming the water. He

attempted to eject, but this was unsuccessful due to

the canopy failing to jettison. He then manually

abandoned the aircraft, but was never found. He -
was, therefore, presumed to have drowned during
or after his escape.

Wing Commander Spry says

There are a number of points which are raised by
this article, the first of which is do not believe all
you read in the newspapers! Among the serious
points to consider are the distractions and stress
caused by the false scramble and interrupted turn-
round, as well as the supervisory failure of allow-
ing a LCR pilot to participate in a Taceval by
night. Close supervision during exercise condi-
tions, in a single seat environment, is almost
impossible. Minimum qualifications are laid
down for a reason!

Air Clues 105
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/DPR/325/1/1
10 Mar 93

Dep Hd AHB(RAF)
Copy to:

sec(as)2 - WD

DPO (RAF)

LOSS OF LIGHTNING XS 894

Reference:

A. D/AHB(RAF)8/10 dated 9 Mar 93 (not to DPO(RAF).

1. Reference asked for comment on your draft reply to Sky TV.
I am entirely happy with your form of words.

2. Perhaps ’RAF Bimbroke’ (sic) exists on some alternative
Earth?

DDPR (RAF)

£2)
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L.OOSE MINUTE ;7,,1e (o sbict &

D/AHB (RAF)8/10 gy - sec dbukd

9 Mar 93 B [V rorc v Stbeffrer -

DDPR (RAF) I

Sec 05 2 - ac [N s

LA SRS B A LS AR, - S A

Ref A: D/DPR(RAF)325/1/1 LM dated 27 Jan 93
Ref B: D/AHB(RAF)B/27/1 LM dated 1 Feb 93

1. You will remember, I am sure, our recent exchange at
Refs & & B concerning the loss of Capt Schafner USAF in
X8894. Unfortunately SKY Television are doing a documentary
on UFO0s, and they picked up on the Evening Telegraph story
and have asked me to supply them with further information
(see attached). I thought it best that you both be aware

of BKY’'s interest in this alrcraft, and indeed the subject
in general,

o~y

2. I should also be grateful if you would both indicate that
you are content that my attached draft reply to Mr
does not give any hostages to fortune. Sorry to inflict this

on you, but we must do our best to bring SKY back down to
e@arth!!

Dei Hl ALB(RAF)

27



3 March,1993

pear - (NN

One of my colleagues spoke on the phone (Wed) about a

television documentary we’re making for SKY TV about UFO’s.

I was particularly interested in the case of the English
Electric Lightning (XS894) that was ditched into the North

b

Sea on the 8th September 1970 after being scrambled from
RAF Bimbroke in Lincolnshire.

I’d be grateful if you could supply me with any information
about the incident.

Yours sincerely,

Producer, SKY NEWS FEATURES

SKY TELEVISION PLC

HEAD OFFICE: & CENTAURS BUSINESS PARK GRANT WAY :SLEWORTH MIDDLESEX TW7 5QD
TELEPHONE 071.782 3000 FAX 071-7%2 3030




’ DRAFT

Esq
Bky NMews Features
Bky Television Qur Reference
4 Centauwrs Business FPark D/AHB(RAFB/10
Grant Way
Igslewarth
Middx
TW7 SED

Thank you for your letter of 3 March 1993 concerning the

accident to the above aircraft and the death of Captain , Lt
W 0 Schafner USAF., Surviving—imistry—of—Deferce—reeords [k ﬁ&smmdﬁfhdw &
HruHeate that the aircraft took off from RAF Binbrook at

approximately 2025 hours Breenwich Mean Time to take part

in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise involving the interception,

shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets.

The target aircraft in this case was a Royal Air Force
Shackleton maritime reconnaissance aircraft flying at 1500
feet off the north east coast. Capt Schafner was vectored
onto the target and reported that he was in visual conact,
but not further messages were received and it was
subsequently established that the aircraft had crashed

into the sea. Capt Schafner apparently abandoned the
aircraft after it hit the sea, but despite a prolonged search
he was never found and is presumed to have drowned.

T s dental—] C i fe  durei I ”
at—row—level—aver—the—sea—is—Rot—unbnows. There is
absolutely no evidence of any "unidentified aircraft” having
been encountered, nor is there any reason to suppose that

there is any UF0 connection with what remains a tragic
accident.

DRAFT
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THE FATAL FLIGHT OF
FOXTROT 94

axa Vord was one of a chain of

British radar stations who's task

was to scan the skies and guard
against intrusion from unidentified air-
craft approaching from the North Sea or
the sensitive ‘Iceland Gap'. The year was
1970 when the cold war was at its height
with Russian aircraft making regular flights
into the North Atlantic to test reaction
from NATO fighters.

At 8.17pm. on the night of September 8th
1970, a radar operator at Saxa Vord
picked up” a contact of an unidentified
aircraft over the North Sea between the
Shetlands and Norway.

The contact was monitored for several
minutes at a steady speed of 630mph at
37,000ft on a south-westerly heading.
The contact was then seen to turn 30
degrees to head due south with its speed
increasing to 900mph and its altitude
lifting to 44,000ft.

Inaccordance with normal procedure Saxa
Vord flashed a message to the quick-
reaction-flight at RAF Leuchers on the
east coast of Scotland. Two Lightning
intercepters were scrambled within min-
utes and headed out across the North Sea.
So far it had been a routine scramble, but
it was then that the radar plotters on the
Shetland Isles saw something on their
screens which left them amazed. The
contactwhich had been travelling at speeds
consistent with Russian warplanes had
turned through 180 degrees and within
secondshad disappeared from the screens.
Later they calculated the speed of the
object at 17,400mph.

During the next hour the mystery contact
reappeared several times, and each time the
Lightnings were sent to investigate, but the
object turned and disappeared again.

By this time two F4 Phantoms of the US Air
Force had been scrambled from Keflavik in
Iceland and with their sophisticated radar
were able to track the intruder themselves.
Asthey attempted to close on the objectthey
found that they had no more success than the
Lightnings.

The cat and mouse game was now causing
alarm to NATO commanders. The alert had
reached such a level that the contact was
being monitored by the Ballistic Missile
Early Warning station at Fylingdales, also

with a second BMEWS in Greenland. The -

North American

At9.39pm radar controllers picked up the
contact again. This time its speed was
decelerating to 1,300mph which was al-
most the limit of the Lightnings and Phan-
toms. It was at this time holding an altitude
of 18,000ft and heading southwest, off the
northern tip of Denmark.

Two more Lightnings were scrambled
from RAF Leuchars to patrol northeast of
Aberdeen and a further two from RAF
Coltishall in Norfolk. The contact was
now between these two lines of fighters.
While this was taking place, Fylingdales
were informed that Strategic Air Com-
mand HQ at Omaha, Nebraska, was or-
dering its B52 bombers into the air.

The order could have only come from the

Air Defence Net-

work at Cheyenne
Mountain and the
US Detection and
Tracking Centre at
Colorado Springs
also became in-
volved in the inci-
dent.

During this time the
Lightnings and
Phantoms made re-
peated attempts to
get close to the ob-
ject, but as they
approached it dis-
appeared off the
radar screens.
Eventually the
Lightningswere or-
dered back to base
whilst the Phantoms
continued to patrol.

PAGE 4
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ighest level. What had started as a rou-
ine sighting of a Russian aircraft had now
reached the White House and presum-
ably President Richard Nixon.

Atthis time NORAD was informed that a
US pilot of great experience was presently
on an exchange visit with the RAF at
Binbrook, the north Lincolnshire fighter
base near Grimsby. Enquires were made
and it was discovered that the pilot was on
station, and by coincidence, ‘Flight Avail-
able’.

out one aircraft, flown by Captain
Schaffner. The Americans wanted one of
their own men present when the object was
eventually cornered.

Captain Schaffner was sitting in the crew

room of 5 Squadron when the call came .

from High Wycombe. Schaffner was still
in his flying suit, after returning earlier
that evening from a training sortie in one
of the squadron's aircraft. When the call
came Schaffner ran out of the building
across the runway towards two Lightnings
which  were standing virtually

One of the men on the ground crew at the
time was Brian Mann of Grimsby, who
was driving one of the fuel bowsers. He
remembers XS894 being refuelled at a
rate of 150 gallons per minute, when
suddenly the aircraft engines started. He
said, "The windows of the tanker almost
went in, I took off the hoses and got out
of the way.” Mr. Mann remembered
CaptainSchaffner disregarding the ground
marshal, who was the eyes and ears of the
pilot on the ground, as he swung the
Lightning round.

ONE OF THE LIGHTNINGS FROM THE lLL—FATED SQUADRON.
COURTESY: GRIMISBY EVENING TELEGRAPH

At 9.45pm a request was made from the
highest level within NORAD through
Strike Command's UK Headquarters at
High Wycombe, for RAF Binbrook to
send Captain William Schaffner to join
.the Lightnings search for the mystery
object. By this time four Lightnings, two
Phantoms and three tankers were already
airborne and they were joined by a
Shackleton from Kinloss which was or-
dered to patrol on a north-south heading at
~ 3,000ft 10 miles from the east coast.

Binbrook's QRA Lightnings were being
held in reserve but it was decided to send

ready for flight. One XS894, was in the

process of having its fuel tanks topped up.’

Schaffner climbed the ladder into the air-
craft and hauled himself into the cockpit.
He waved aside the ground crews who were
expected to carry our pre-flight checks,
ordered the refuelling to stop and failed to
sign the regulation form stating that he was
happy with the aircraft.

The aircraft was armed with two Red Top

air-to-air missiles, one was armed, the
other a dummy. The aircraft's guns had
enough 30mm canon shells for a six-second
burst.

At 10.06pm the aircraft blasted off
Binbrook's runway into the night sky.
Those on the ground saw it disappear with
a sheet of flame from its twin tail pipes as
it headed out over the North Sea.

By now the mystery contact which had
lead to five Lightnings, two Phantoms,
three tankers and a Shackleton being scram-
bled was being tracked by radar control-
lers at Staxton Wold, which stands on
high ground overlooking Scarborough.
The contact was flying parallel to the east
coast 90 miles east of Whitby, at a speed
of 530mph and an altitude of 6,100ft.

UFO MAGAZINE >> Vot 11 No4
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at follows next is drawn from informa-

n given to the Grimsby Evening Tel-
egraph newspaper who broke the story
and was reported as being an official
transcript of the conversation between
Captain Schaffner and the radar station at
Staxton Wold.

Schaffner: I have visual contact, repeat
visual contact. Over.

Staxton: Can you identify aircraft type?

Schaffner: Negative, nothing recognis-
able, no clear outlines. There is bluish

Staxton: Isit part of the object or independ-
ent? Over. :

Schaffner: Negative, nothing.
Staxton: Can you assess the rate...?
Schaffner: Contact in descent, gentle. Am

going with it... 50 no about 70... it's lev-
elled out again.

Staxton: Is the ball object still with it. Over.

Schaffner: Affirmative. It's not actually
connected... maybe a magnetic attractionto

North Sea.

Two and a half minutes after the blip came
to a halt it started accelerating rapidly to
600mph and climbing to 9000ft, heading
south towards Staxton.

Shortly afterwards, the single blip sepa-
rated into two. One maintaining it's south-
erly heading, somewhat erratically, -at
about 600mph and descending slowly, the
other turning through 180 degrees to head
north westerly and vanishing at a speed
later calculated to be around 20,400mph.

TRACKING THE UNIDENTIFIED OBJECTS
: COURTESY: GRIMSBY EVENING TELEGRAPH

light. Hell that's bright... very bright.

Staxton: Are your instruments function-
ing 94. Check compass. Over.

Schaffner: Affirmative, GCI I'm along
side of it now, maybe 600ft off my... It's
.aconical shape, jeeze that's bright, it hurts

my eyes tolook at it for more than a few
seconds.

Staxton: How close are you now?

Schaffner: About 400ft he's still in my
three o'clock. Hey wait... there's some-
thing else. It's like a large soccer ball...
It's like it's made of glass.

the conical shape. There's a haze of light
Ye'ow... it's within that haze, Wait a sec-
ond, it's turning... coming straight for me...
shit... am taking evasive action... a few...
I can hardly...

Staxton: Come in 94. Foxtrot 94 are you
receiving? Over, come in.

As the controller lost contact with Captain
Schaffner, a radar operator who had been
tracking the Lightning and the mystery
object watched in amazement. The two
blips on the screen representing the aircraft
and it's quarry, slowly merged into one.
Decelerating rapidly from 500mph until
they became stationary 6000ft above the

At this time a Shackleton which had been
on patrol off the Firth of Forth was or-
dered to hold station around Flamborough
Head. Then Staxton Wold re-established
contact with Captain Schaffner.

Schaffner: GCI... are you receiving?
Over.

Staxton: Affirmative 94, loud and clear.
What is your condition?

Schaffner: Not too good. I can't think
whathas happened... I feel kind of dizzy...
I can see shooting stars.

Staxton: Can you see you instruments?
Over.

PAGES
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“1figure I must have blacked out

Schaffner: Affirmative, buter... the com-
s is u/s...

Staxton: Foxtrot 94, turn 043 degrees.
Over.

Schaffner: Er... all directional instru-
ments are out. Repeat u/s. Over.

Staxton: Roger 94, execute right turn,
estimate quarter turn. Over,

| Schaffner: Turning now.

Staxton: Come further 94. That's good, is
your altimeter functioning? Over.

Schaffner: Affirmative GCI.

Staxton: 94 is ditching. Can you maintain a
wide circuit? Over,

Shackleton: Affirmative GCI. Over.

Staxton: Thanks 77. Standby 94 execute
ditching procedure at your discretion. Over.

Schaffner: Descending now, GCI. Over.

A period of six to seven minutes elapsed
without contact, then suddenly.

Shackleton: He's down GCI. Hell of a

splash... he's down in one piece though. -

Over.

A further two minutes elapsed.
Shackleton: GCI. Over.
Staxton: Receiving you 77. Over.

Shackleton: This is odd GCI, she's
sinking fast, but the canopy'sclosed again.

Staxton: Can you confirm the pilot clear
of the aircraft? ;

Shackleton: He's not in it. We can con-
firm that. He must be in the water some-
where.

Staxton: Any distress signals
or flares? Over.

Staxton: Descend to 3,500ft.
Over. N

Schaffner: Roger GCI.

Staxton: What's your fuel state
94? Over.

Schaffner: About 30 per cent
GCI.

Staxton: That's what we calcu-
lated. Can you tell us what
happened 94?

Schaffner: I don't know, it
cameinclose... Ishutmyeyes...

for a few seconds.
Staxton: OK 94. Standby.
At this time the Shackleton ar-

rived over Flamborough and
began circling before XS894

Shackleton: Negative GCI,
we're going round again. Over,

A shorttime later the Shackleton
was back in contact with Staxton
Wold.

Shackleton: She's sunk GCI,
there's a slight wake where she
was, still no sign of the pilot. I
say again GCI, we need a
chopper fast. Over.

Staxton: A whirlwind'son it's
way from Leconfield, are you
positive you saw no sign of the
pilot. Over.

Shackleton: Nothing GCI. The
first pass we assumed he was
un-strapping. He must have
got out as we went round for
the second pass, but why shut
the canopy? Over.

was vectored into the area by
Staxton controllers.

Schaffner: Can you bring me in GCI?
Staxton: Er... Hold station, 94. Over...
Foxtrot 94 can you ditch the aircraft?

Over.

Schaffner: She's handling fine. I can
bring her in. Over.

Staxton: Negative 94. I repeat, can you
ditch the aircraft? Over.

Schaffner: Yeah... I guess.

Staxton: Standby 94. Over. Oscar 77.
Over.

Shackleton 77: Receiving. Over.

Staxton: Can you see the pilot yet? Over.

Shackleton: Negative, were going round
again, pulling a tight one. Over.

Two minutes elapsed.

Shackleton: The canopy'sup... she's float-
ing OK... can't see the pilot, we need a
chopper out here GCI. No sign of the pilot,
where the hell is he?

Staxton: You sure he's not in the water?
Check your SABRE receptions. Over. (Note:
Sabre was the search and rescue beacon
carried by all RAF aircrew)

Shackleton: No SABRE yet, no flares

either. Hang on we're going round again, .

Staxton: That's what we were
thinking. Maintain patrol 77, he must be
out there somewhere.

Shackleton: Roger GCI.

A short time later the search and rescue
helicopter arrived and a systematic search
of the area began. Lifeboats from
Bridlington, Filey and Flamborough ar-
rived and joined in the search as the
weather began to deteriorate. The search
continued overnight and into the next day,
without success and without receiving any
transmissions from the beacons carried by
the pilot and no distress flares were seen at
any time. -

The following day the Evening Telegraph
reported that flares had been seen about 10
miles off shore and the Grimsby trawler
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oss Kestrel which had been in the area
had gone to investigate, but found noth-
ing. ’

The missing pilot was not found and at that
time no wreckage from the aircraft had
been located. Three weeks later the
Evening Telegraph reported that the fu-
selage of the aircraft had been located on
the sea-bed and quoted that the ejector
seat was still in the aircraft giving rise to
the belief that the body of the pilot was still
in the aircraft.

On October 7th, divers from HMS
Kiddleston inspected the wreckage and
said that Captain Schaffner's body was
still in the cockpit. But that was the start
of the biggest mystery of all. When the
aircraft was brought to the surface and
returned to Binbrook, there was no trace
of Captain Schaffner, the cockpit was
empty.

The wreckage was eventually lifted from
the sea some five miles from Flamborough

Head and transported in some secrecy to
RAF Binbrook.

Air crashes in the North Sea in those days
were relatively common and much of the
wreckage found its way into Grimsby
where the Evening Telegraph
reporters were on hand
to record the event,
but not with
XS894,

BINBROOK

It was also common practice for crashed
aircraft to be taken to the MoD Crash
Investigation Branch at Farnborough where
detailed examination took place in an at-
tempt to find the cause of accidents, but this
didn't happen with XS894. Instead, the
remains of the aircraft, which were in good
condition, were taken straight to Binbrook
where it was placed behind shutters in a
hangar at the far corner of the base.

The Accident Investigation team from Farn
borough arrived at Binbrook in the belief

that they were about to start a detailed .

investigation, one which would lead to a
report to the Ministry of Defence to assist
with the eventual board of enquiry, but they
were in for a surprise.

They were amazed to find that many of the
cockpit instruments were missing. These
included the E2B compass, voltmeter,
standby direction indicator, standby inverter
indicator and the complete auxiliary warn-
ing panel from the starboard side of the
cockpit, below the voltmeter. This was a
serious breach of regulations and although
the investigation team were told the instru-
ments would be returned shortly, they never
were.

The investigators found there was a
' " revolting fusty smell in the
cockpit while the whole
aircraft still had
a slimy feel

SECOND
SIGHTING+

to it following its month's immersion in

the North Sea. :

The ejector seat also seemed tobe 'wrong’',
and there was a suspicion that it was not
the original one fitted to the aircraft when
it had taken off on its last flight from
Binbrook. They were given assurances by
the officer commanding 5 Squadron that
the seat had not been tampered with, but
some of the investigators were not con-
vinced.

Brian McConnell, a former sergeant who
was serving at Binbrook at the time of the
incident, said that the cartridge on the seat
had failed because of faulty installation,
but this contradicted the story of the
Shackleton crew who stated that they had
seen the cockpit open. Had any attempt
been made to fire the ejector seat, the
cockpit canopy would have blown off. It
also comes into conflict with the order
Captain Schaffner received instructing
him to ditch his aircraft, even though he
stated that the Lightning was still handling
fine with plenty of fuel left.

When the accident investigators were
eventually allowed to examine the plane,
they were constantly supervised by five
civilians, two of whom were Americans.
After a few hours, the investigators were
told that as nothing useful had been found,
“‘their job was over.”’

The following day, they were summoned
to the main office at Farnborough and told
in no uncertain terms that they were not to
discuss any aspect of the ditching of
XS894, even with their own families. The
reason given? ‘“National Security.”’

No further information has been forth-
coming and the investigation file is still
classified. When we recently contacted
the Ministry of Defence, we were in-
formed that the incident had been an
unfortunate accident and that there was
nothing related to UFOs being involved.

Enquiries were made through our own
channels and we were informed that the
aircraft had eventually been taken to
Kirkland Air Force Base in America.
When questioned about this, the Ministry
of Defence spokesman said that this was
quite possible and not unusual because the
pilot of the aircraft had been American.
This in no way inferred that the MoD were
admitting that the aircraft had been sent to
America.

When the story first appeared in the

PAGES

Grimsby Evening Telegraph, Pat Otter,

)
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e Editor and author of the story was
amazed by the response he received from
the public. He was contacted by a member
of the accident investigation team who
had been sent to examine the aircraft, (he
related the earlier account).

People came forward who reported that
they had personally witnessed UFOs in
the area on the date of the incident. Two
pilots who had been flying Lightnings on
the night of the incident came forward and
gave their own account of the incident.

They were “Mike Streten, a former 5
Squadron CO, and Furz Lloyd, a very
experienced Lightning pilot.

airborne early warning Shackleton from 8
Squadron based at Lossiemouth. A crew
member reported that he had last seen the
navigation lights of the Lightning passing to
the rear and below his aircraft. The Light-
ning pilot, Capt. William Schaffner was an
experienced USAF pilot who had recently
joined 5 Squadron. Immediately following
the pilot's failure to acknowledge radio
transmissions from both the Shackleton and
ground control a search was initiated.

““‘No trace was found and the immediate
search was called off for the night. The
following morning, a comprehensive search
was mounted, but no wreckage, oil slicks or
other tell tale signs of the missing pilot were
found. It was not until two months later that

“From my own flying experience night
flying over the North Sea, with stars above
and lights of fishing boats below, disorien-
tation affected all pilots from time to time.

“The evidence indicated that Capt.
Schaffner had most likely suffered from
this since the only way the aircraft would
have hit the sea without breaking up was
from hitting it at aslow speed and ata very
shallow glance angle, most probably plan-
ing over it as he rapidly decelerated. It is
a matter of fact that the only way the
canopy could be opened and remain with
the aircraft was if the aircraft was doing
less than 150 Knots or so. Therefore the
most likely situation that the pilot found
himself in was the nightmare of having hit

THE WRECKAGE OF THE LIGHTNING AIRCRAFT RETRIEVED
COURTESY: GRIMSBY EVENING TELEGRAPH

Mike Streten stated:

*‘On the night of the loss of Foxtrot 94,
September 8th 1970. I was night flying
with 23 Squadron, based at Leuchars. I
remember the initial report of the loss of
the aircraft well; at that stage I only knew
that the pilot was missing and I knew that
Binbrook was undergoing its annual Tac-
tical Evaluation. The immediate facts we
were able to glean on that fateful night
were that the pilot had been shadowing an

a Royal Navy mine sweeper found the
aircraft virtually intact at the bottom of the
sea. ¢

““I remember the reports on the aircraft
well, the aircraft was effectively in one
piece. What was very unusual, however,

__was that the canopy was still attached to the

aircraft and all the ejector seat straps and the
seat dinghy were still in the aircraft. There
was no trace of the pilot whatsoever.

the sea while trying to recover from slow
speed situation.

*‘With the aircraft on the sea and sinking
rapidly, the quickest way out would have
been to open the canopy, unstrap and
disconnect the seat dinghy lanyard thereby
relying on the life jacket for floatation and
subsequently for the manual activation of
the SABRE emergency beacon (contained

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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ound the time of the incident involv-
ing XS894 many reports of UFOs were
being received by the local police and
coast guards in the Bridlington area. The
following are two such reports. Mrs. Jill
Cooper of Bridlington informed me that
she remembers her sighting as if it had
been yesterday.

“‘She stated that 20 years ago she had been
working in her kitchen when her four-
year-old son who was playing in the back
garden, came running into the house very
excited insisting that she go out into the
garden to see the strange objects in the
sky. She said: ‘When I got outside I could
see bright things in the sky, but it wasn't
until I got my binoculars that I could see
six saucer-shaped objects. They were me-
tallic silver in colour and at the centre of
each ofthemwere orange swirling flames.'
She stated that each of the objects were
approximately three inches in diameter at
arms length. She estimates that she was no
more than half-a-mile from the hovering
objects. She watched them for approxi-
mately five minutes, but returned into the
house to answer the telephone.On the
night of September 8th 1970, a couple and
their daughter were waking their dog
along a coastal path at Almouth
Bay,Northumberland.

*“This was almost opposite the point over
the North Sea where Schaffner made his

interception, when they saw and heard

something strange:

‘We had been walking for approximately 10
minutes when we heard a high pitched
humming noise.’ *‘They later told the MoD

2 3 e,

PILOT BOARDING LIGHTNING

personnel... ‘Thedog kept cocking her head
to one side and growling. It seemed impos-
sible to tell from which direction the noise
was coming, it seemed everywhere. It lasted
Jor about 10 - 15 seconds.

‘About five minutes later the eastern sky lit
up rather like sheet lightning, only it took

that night to the.police and RAF at nearby

about 10 seconds to die down again. Over
the following three minutes this happened
many times, but it was only visible for a
second or two at a time. It appeared
similar to the Northern Lights. The whole
spectacle was completely silent. After two
or three minutes, there was another flare
up of the sheet lightning.'

““The family called in at the local Police
Station to report what they had seen and -
heard.”

Their's was one of many similar reports

Boulmer. The time and location fit in
exactly with the events going on 60 miles
south at Staxton Wold. They could have
been watching some kind of natural phe-
nomenon, or could there be another ex-
planation? What do you think?

If any reader has any additional informa-
tion in relation to this incident, I would be
very pleased to hear from them.

My grateful thanks to Roy Otter of the
Grimsby Evening Telegraph who has pro-
vided a great deal of material and co-
operated fully in this case, which needless
to say is still ongoing.

Copyright: Quest International. 1993

ALIENS IN ENGLAND
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 23

overhead and we all turned our heads. On
turning to see more of this Avebury
apparition we found it had vanished,
though there was nowhere for it to have
gone! [FIG. 4]}

A 'SUIT OF MANY COLOURS'

One afternoon in May 1973, about 4.00pm,
agirl named Fay, aged seven, together with
a young boy, claimed to have seen a seven-
foot tall figure wearing a green tunic and
red collar. The figure also had a yellow
pointed hat with knob and antennae and was
holding what looked a microphone. The
incident occurred
close to disused
Sandown Airport on
the Isle of Wight. The
figure then disap-
peared close to an old
hut.

TRIANGULAR
ALIENS?

Julian Garside, then
sixteen years of age,
wasdrivenhome from
work on a friend's
motor-bike on 20th
September, 1973. As
they passed Stainland
Woods, between Hud-
dersfield and Halifax,
Julian noticed three

bright triangﬁla: lights. He tapped his
friend on the shoulder and they stopped to
look. They both saw three triangular
‘shapes’, yellowish-white and around five
feettall, 'gliding’ uphill through the woods.

Though scared, they followed, and as they
did so, the ‘entities’ speeded up; This
wood runs about half-a-mile uphill and
when they reached the top, the figures had
disappeared. However, above the hill was
a round, orange light shaped like a road-
crossing beacon, and as they watched, it
moved away. One strange thing that both
commented on was that there was a strong
smell resembling engine oil, which seems
completely incompatible with either al-
iens, ghosts or UFOs!

Copyright: Norman Oliver. i992.

'ALIENS IN ENGLAND'
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/AHB(RAF)8/27

1 Feb 93

DDPR (RAF)

Copy to:
) - . v
Sec(AS)2 - fao _ ((55 e Gotunce
=288 JF L IGHTINMING ¢S A .
Hat DODERIRASVIOT 01 1 daraedg TT Jan 7T

Lo You asked at refersnce for any informaticn ~alating to
the loss of X5894 and its pilot, Capt Schafmer USAF.

2. Enclosed for your delectation and delight are copies of
the aircraft accident card, and extracts from the FS40
Operations Record Books of the various units invelved. The
documents tend ko indicate that there is NG mystary, and that
it is the age old problem of pilots handling Righ performance
aircraft close ko the sea on an unfamiliar task. learly,
however, tha Evening Telegraph’'s Pat Otter could 2asily make
a living writing SF novels!

Sep Hd AHB (RAF)




L%P“E MINUTE

D/Sec(AS)12/6

28 Jan 93
DDPR(RAF)

Copy to:
AHB -

LOSS OF LIGHINING XS894

Ref A: D/DPR/325/1/1 dated 27 Jan 93

1. Thank you for your minute at Reference, and for sending the articles
from the Evening Telegraph.

2. Following the publication of these articles last year, I had a number of
enquiries from UFO organisations and researchers. As a result I tracked down
the original Board of Inquiry papers relating to the crash, and made a thorough
study of the whole incident.

3. As you recognise, this accident predated the Military Aircraft Accident
Summary procedure. I have not found any official published statement on the
crash, but given the time that has elapsed, I am not surprised.

4. In response to the questions that were put to me, I produced some
unclassified sentences setting out what happened to the aircraft. I have
attached one of my letters, which can be drawn upon in response to any queries
that you receive. Notwithstanding all the stories about the loss of this
aircraft, there is no UFO story here!

5. Please let me know if you require anything further.




¥ 77

/ From: — Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room R745 S £
e / ’

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
* Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone . (Direct Dialling) 071-21-8 0
{Switchboard) 071—21-830106
(Fax) 071-21-8

Your reference

Qur reference

Batley | ' ' o D/Sec(AS)12/3

_Vest Yorks o Date
] - v 2 November 1992
Ve

Your letter dated 20 October to RAF West Drayton, in which you asked about the
crash of an RAF Lightning on 8 September 1970, has been passed to this office.

I have done some research into the loss of the aircraft, and have discovered
that it was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise
the night shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of
the exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. The Lightning
crashed into the sea while attempting to intercept one of the Shackletons.
There is no indication of any "unidentified aircraft" having been encountered,

and no reason to suggest that there is any sort of UFO incident in any way
connected with this tragic crash.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.

I/

Ya,wg 90\(‘6‘/&(/»« : .
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LOOSE MINUTE
D/DPR/325/1/1

27 Jan 93

Sec(aS)2

Copy to:

o - ()

LOSS OF LIGHTNING X8 894

1. I have recently been sent the attached cuttings from the
Evening Telegraph relating to the loss of Lightning XS 894 and
its pilot in 1970. It makes fascinating reading!

2. Do we have a line on this? I do not believe we issued
Military Aircraft Accident Summaries in those days, but
presumahly we did have some cleared statement on the mystery.
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mnutes were airborne and head-
ing out over the North Sca.

' After checking the position of
their tanker, a'Victor K1A, the

two fighters were guided north

by Saxa Vord. So far it was a
routine scramble’ for what was
then assumed to be a Russian
Bear or Badger, the long-range
reconnaisance aircraft used (o

test the nerves of the Royal Air-

Force, . .
But it was then that the radar

‘plotters on the Shetland Islands:

saw something on their screens
which they found impossible to
believe.

Durmg the next hour the
mystery contact ‘reappeared
several times, approaching from

‘the north. Each time the Light-
nings were sent north to -inter-:
+ cept, it turned and disappearcd .

again. : .

By now iwo F4 Phantoms of -

the US Air Force had been scram-

bled from the American base at:

Keflavik in Iceland. They had
much. more sophisticated radar
than the British Lightnings and
were able to pick up the mystery

_ contact themselves.

But when they, too, tried to get
close cnough to identify what was

di LA'IL“YL‘“'“U PLZENIVERIRIIVE] 'anu i
US Detection and -Tracking Cen-

- tre at Colorado Springs.

~ In the meantime, the cat-and-
mouse gambe-over the' North Sea

between the Lightnings and

Phantoms and the mystery con--

tact was still going on. Then, at
21.05 after the fighters had made
yet another abortive attempt to

' get close, the contact vanished off-

the radar screens.

The Lightnings were ordered to
return to ‘Leuchars while the
Phantoms were instructed to
carry out a Combat Air Patrol to
the cast of Iceland.

TrEN reatenn ULaliwaiv WM M MGOLS UL VG Lt DY ALE D COIlacES

that night.

Then, at 21.39, radar controllers
picked up the contact again. This
time its speed was declerating to
1,300mph — almost the limit of

" both the Lightnings and Phan- -

toms — at a holding altitude of

18,000£t. It was on a south-west- -
erly heading coming from the

direction of the Skagerrak, off the

northern tip of Denmark. "

Two more Lightnings were
scrambled from Leuchars, and
were ordered to rendezvous with
a Victor tanker and then maintain
a CAP on a 50-mile cast-west

Staxton Wold radar station near Scarborough — Schafer’s link on his last mission.

Ao form a C

front, 200 miles north-cést ,
Abcerdeen. As a precaution, (w
further Lightnings werce ordered .

.into the air from Collishall in

Norfolk and, with another tanker, .-
AP 170 miles east of
Great Yarmouth. The contact was
somewhere between “these {wo
lines of supersonic fighters. -

hile all this was going on,
RAF staff at Fylingdales, which
was in constant confacl with
NORAD at Cheyennc Mountain,
heard, ominously, that the Strale-
gic Air Command HQ at Omaha.
Nebraska, was ordering ils B52
bombers into the air.

It was an order which could
only have come from the highest
level. What had started as a
routine sighting of what was
believed to be a Russian aircraft,

had now reached the White
Ilouse and, presumably, Presi-
dent Richard Nixon.

ORAD was told by

officials al the Penlagon

that a USAF pilot of

greal experience  was
presently on an exchange visit
with the RAF and was stationed
at Binbrook, the North Lincoln-
shire fighter base a few - miles
from Grimsby. .

Rapid inquiries were made and
il was discovered the pilot was on
the station and was, by coinci-
dence, “flight available”.

Al around 21.45 a request was
made from a very high level
within NORAD, through Strike
Command’s UK headquarters at
High Wycombe, for RAF Bin-
brook to send Capt William
Schafer “if at all possible” to join
the QRA Lightnings looking for
the mystery contact.

By this time four Lightnings,
{wo Phanloms and thrce tankers
were already airborne and they
were joined by a Shackleton Mk3
{from Kinloss, which was ordered
to patrol on a north-south hcad-
ing at 3,000ft, 10 miles out from
the cast coast.

Binbrook’s QRA Lightnings
were being held in reserve, but it
was decided to send out a single
aircraft from the North Lincoln-
shire airfield — flown by Capt
Schafer. The Americans wantied
one of their own at the sharp end
when it came to cornering the
mystery. contact.
© TOMORROW: Contact over the _
North Sea. )

"‘



. s happy with the aircraft. . .
+#™1 was armed with two Red Top air-to-air

w==" missiles, one of which was live and the other a

dummy, and enough 30mm cannon shells for a
six-second burst. .
One of the men on the ground crew at the time
was Brian Mann of Grimsby, who was driving one
of the fuel bowsers. He remembers X5894 being
refueled at a rate of 150 gallons a minute when
suddenly the engines started. “The windows on
the tanker almost went in. I panicked, took the

Schafer: Affirmative, GCL. I'm alongside it now,
maybe 600{t off my...It's a conical shape. Jeeze,
that's bright, it hurts my eycs to look at it for
more than a few seconds.

Staxton: How close are you now?

Schafer: About 400 fect. He’s still in my three
o'clock. Hey wait...there's something else. It’s
lilke a large soccer ball...it's like it’s made of
glass.

Staxton: Is it part of the object or independent?

.~ Over.

Schafer: 1t ... no, it's separate from the main
body ... the conical shape... it’s at the back end,
the sharp end of the shape. It's like bobbing up
and down and going from side to side slowly. It
may be the power source. There’s no sign of
ballistics.

Staxton: Is there any sign of occupation? Over,

Schafer: Negative, nothing.

Staxton: Can you assess the rate..?

Schafer: Contact in descent gentle. Am going-

with it...50...no about 70ft...it’s levelled out
again. .
Staxton: Is the ball object still with it? Over.

Schafer: Affirmative. It’s not actually connec-
ted ... maybe a magnetic attraction {o the conical
shape. There’s a haze of light. Ye'ow ... it's within
that haze. Wait a second, it’s turning...coming
straight for me...shit...am taking evasive ac-
tion...a few...I can hardl... ’
Staxton: 94? Come in 94. Foxtrot 94, are you
receiving? Over. Come in 94. Over. :

@ NEXT INSTALMENT: Schafer ditches and dis-
appears.

T

@ A radar con- |
troller vectored [ |
shafer onto the

mystery object |




# 5 started to move again,

‘accelerating rapidll\;' to
600mph and- climbing
to  9,000ft, heading
‘south back. towards
Staxton.

Shortly = afterwards,
the single lip
separated into two, one
maintaining' its -south-
erly heading, some-
‘what erratically, at
‘betwcen 600 and
630mph and descend-
ing slowly, -the other
turning - through 180
degrees to head north-
westerly and vanishing
at a speed later calcu-
lated to be around
20,400mph.

While all this was
going on, a Shackleton
MR3, which had been
_ on patrol off the Firth

.What
- tion?

ol Forth, was ordered
south to hold station
around = Flamborough
Head. : B

Then, Staxtonv Wold -
re-established contact

with Captain Schafer.

Schafer: GCI ... are

you receiving? Over. -
Staxton: Affirmative
94. Loud and clear.
is your’ condi-
Over. ) o
Schafer: Not too
good. I can’t think
what has happened .. .
I feel kinda dizzy ... 1
can see shooting stars.
Staxton: Can you see
your instruments?
Over. -
Schafer: Affirmative,-

but, er ... the compass -
.Foxtrot 94, -

isuls...
Staxton:

- Over.

turn U43 degrees. Over.
- Schafer: Er ... all
directional instruments
are ‘out, repeat wu/s.

Over. .
Staxton: Roger 94,

.execute right turn, esti-

mate quarter- turn.
" Schafer:
now.
Staxton: Come fur-
ther, 94. That’s good. Is

-your . altimeter - func-
- tioning? Over. = -

Schafer: Affirmative,
GCI. S
Staxton: Descend to
3,500ft. Over.

- Schafer: Roger, GCI.

- -Staxton: What's your

fuel state, 94?7 Over.
Schafer: About thirty

per cent, GCI.

-Staxton: That’s what

When the Shackleton came round again theLighlnlng'sanop had closed,

liustration by TREVOR HARRIES. .

Turning

we calculated. Can you

tell us what happened,

94? Over.. -,
Schafer::: 1. don't

know. It came in close

...Ishut myeyes...1

figure . 1  must've
. blacked out for a few -
. seconds. ‘ R
Staxton: . OK -94.
Standby.: - o

At this "stage ihe

Shackleton arrived
over Flamborough

Head and began  cir-’
894 was

cling before
vectored  into the. area
by the Staxton‘» con-

trollers. ) :

Schafer: Can. you-
bring me in, GCI?
Over.

Staxton: Er ... Hold
station, 94. Over.
Several minutes then

uver. Uscar (. uver.

Shackleton: 77. Over..

Staxton: 94 is ditching.
Can you maintain wide
circuil? Over.

-~ Shackleton: Affirma-

tive GCIL Over.
Staxton: Thanks- T7.

Standby. 94, execute
- ditching procedure at-

: your discretion. Over.

‘Schater: Descending:

now, GCI. Over. :
Between six ‘and

elapsed. S

‘Shackleton: He's

down, GCI. Hell of a-

splash ... he’s down in
one piece though. Over.
Staxton: Can you see
the pilot yet? Over.
Shackleton: Nega-
tive. We're going round

“again, pulling a tight
~one. : o

Two minutes later:

Shackleton: The can-

opy’s up ... she's float-
ing OK ... can't see the
pilot. We need a chop-
per out here, GCI. No,

‘no sign of the pilot.

Where the hell is he?
Staxton: You sure he's
not in the water, 777
Check your SABRE
receptions. Over. (Note:
SABRE was the search
and rescue beacon car-
ried by all RAF
aircrew).

-seven ' minutes . then

the crew of the Shack-

leton were back'in con- "

tact with Staxton Wold.
Shackleton: She's

sunk, GCI.. There's a =
.slight wake where she

was. Still no sign of the
pilot. I say again, GCI,
we need a

wind’s on the way from

Leconfield. Are you. .-
- ‘positive’ you ‘'saw no.

sign of the pilot? Over.

Shackleton: Nothing
GCI. The first pass we
assumed ‘'he was
unstrapping.. He must

have got out as we

went round for a -
second pass ... but

why shut the canopy?

Over.: :

. Staxton: That’'s what ‘
we were thinking, .

Maintain patrol 77, he
must . be there some-
where. Over. e
Shackleton: Roger,
GCI. Over.
Shortly

Whirlwind from nearby
Leconfield ‘arrived on

the scene dnd began a-
. systematic- search of

the ditching area. The
aircraft were shortly
Jjoined by " lifeboats
from Bridlington,
Flamborough and Filey

‘waiting for news of
- husband. .. "
" But the Minis
Defence ‘were doubtful .

chopper .
- here fast. Over. . -~ -

"~ Staxton: A -Whirl-

" “wrecka,

, afterwards
the search and rescue

wife was at Binbroo) o'

" of

whether - there would

-'be any pgood news for
- her.. “I’don’t think he
- got out of the plane,” a
~spokesman’. told a

reporter. “No wreckage
has been found.” . :
__ Three weeks later the

‘Evening Telegraph re-

".ported that the fuselage
. of the aircraft had been

located on' the seabed
-and noted that the ejec-
tor seat was still intact
“giving ' rise: to the
belief that the body of
the pilot is still in the-
e!’ ., ,
ctober 7, the

On

‘:Telegraph’- reported
.that divers from HMS

Keddleston " had
insgected the wreckage
an said Captain’s
Schafer’s body was still
in the cockpit. -
But that was the start.
of the biggest mystery
of all. When the aircraft
was brought to the sur.
face and returned to
Binbrook, there was no
trace of Captain
Schafer. Just an empty
cockpit. . )
@ TOMORROW: A cloak
of secrecy.

4

The radar plotters watched as the Lightning stowly went i!_own.
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were laken stralgiie W DUIDIVLV Wit i
was placed behind what appears to have
been a scries of shutters in the far corner
of a hangar. ‘

A team from Farnborough arrived one
wet winter's day at Binbrook in the
belief that they were about to start a
detailed investigation which, in turn,
would lead to the preparation of a report
on the incident to the Ministry of
Defence, the report being used as the
basis for an eventual inquiry into the loss
of Lightning XS894. But they were in for
a surprise.

They were astonished to find many of
the cockpit instruments missing. These
included the E2B compass, volimeter,
standby direction indicator, standby
inverter indicator and the complete aux-
iliary warning panel from the starboard
side of the cockpit below the voltmeter.

This was a serious breach of regula-
tions and, although the investigation
team was promised the instruments
would be returned shortly, they never
were, »

The investigators found there was a
revolting fusty smell in the cockpit while
the whole aircraft still had a slimy feel to
it following its month-long immersion in

A€ 3L, AL WUULU HIAaVL UL MU WL Vaes. so
also scems to conflict with the account
we have been given of the order from
Staxton Wold to Captain Schafer to ditch
his aircrafl rather than attempt to return
to Binbrook or land at Leconfield, only a
few minutes’ flying time from Flambor-
ough. And, remember, Schafer has told
his ground controllers that XS894 was
still handling “fine” and he had plenty of
fuel left.

During the few hours the investigators
were allowed to examine the aircraft,
they themselves were constantly super-
vised by five civilians, two of them
Americans. -

tion leam was tol curtly that as
nothing uscful had been dis-
covered, their job was over.

q t the end of the day the investiga-

The following day they were all called -

into the main office at Farnborough and
told in no uncertain terms they were not
to discuss any aspect of the ditching of
XS894, even with their own families. The
reason given was simple — national
security.

again. Over the following three minutes
this happened many times, but the
‘lightning' was only visible for a second
or two at a time. It appeared very similar
to the Northern Lights. The whole spec-
tacle was completely silent.

“After two or three minutes there was
another flare-up of ‘sheet lightning
which lasted about the same time as the
first. This was followed by that awful
shrill sensation, only this time it was
worse. You could actually feel your ears
ringing.” :

'The family called in at the local

olice station .to report what they

gad seen and heard. Their's was

one of many similar reports that night to

both the police and the RAF at nearby
Boulmer. .

The time and the location fit in exactly

with events going on 60 miles south at

Staxton Wold and they could have been

.watching some kind of natural phe-
- nomena.

Or there could be another explanation.
What do you think?

oot ®
BINBROOK
FARNBOROUGH
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September 8, 1970, a sin
from RAF Binbrook.

AT PRECISELY six minutes past 10 on the night of
gle Lightning jet fighter took off

Ground crew on the flight line were accustomed to
Lightnings being scrambled in a hurry at any time of night
or day. Binbrook, after all, was a frontline fighter station
and its aircraft shared QRA (Quick Reaction Alert) duty
with other East Coast airfields to provide cover should any
unidentified aircraft appear on the radar screens.

By PAT OTTER

But there was
something dif-
ferent about this
scramble. .
For a start, it was
normal for QRA air-
craft to take off in
pairs. Two aircraft were
kept at a state of

times, ready for just
such an emergency.
But on this occasion
only one aircraft took
off. And it wasn't one
of the QRA aircraft,
Then there was the
manner of the take-off.
The pilot had raced out
from the 5 Squadron
crew room, adjacent to
the apron, and had
climbed aboard while a
Lightning was in the
nrocess of being
‘efuelled.

way ground staff who
isked him to sign the
srm required before
ny military aircraft
‘aves the ground and
rdered the refuelling
nes to be disengaged:
It was no ordinary
ilot cirapped into the

instant readiness at all .

He angrily waved

"There it

ditched in the sea off
Flamborough Head.
The ditching was wit-
nessed by the crew of a
Shackleton reconnai-
sance aircraft. Flares
weré spotted by the
Grimsby trawler, Ross
Kestrel. But no trace of
Capt Schafner was ever
found. )
More' than a month
later the wreckage of
the aircraft was found

.on. the sea bed by

Royal Navy divers.
Despite earlier reports
to the contrary, the
cockpit was empty and

“the canopy closed.
Capt Schafner had van- .

ished —
and utterly.
Eventually the air-
craft was recovered
and taken, unusually,
to RAF Binbrook.
was kept
under wraps in the,
corner of a hangar.

When a team from
the MoD's Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived

frarm Barrmbirarasserhs 1 s

completely

promising to help, but
then became very ret-
icent.

Similar inquiries to
the United States
embassy and to the US
Air Force at Alconbury
proved also to be dead-
ends. Calls were not
returned. Contacts
were unavailable.

At that stage I en-
listed the aid of Bob
Bryant, then North-
cliffe Newspapers’ avi-
ation correspondent
and a man with close
links with both the
RAF and the USAPF.

Bob was to spend
weeks checking out a
story he found more
intriguing by the hour.
He paid numerous vis-
its to the Ministry of
Defence and spent

. hours on the telephone

to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard
the ominous sound of
doors being slammed.

Intrigued
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s

examine the remains of
XS894. He was so puz-
zled by. what he saw
and the treatment the
investigation team
received that he was
determined to get to
the bottom of the
nl1]ystery once and for
all.

He had started his
inquiries two years
earlier and, by a
strange coincidence,
was in Cleethorpes fol-
“lowing up lines of in-
quiry in and around

Binbrook when the-
jTT RIS TIIOOT, TIear Wby, along

with o o

story appeared - in ' the
Evening Telegraph.

Transcript

Now, four years on,
he believes he has
peeled back a little bit
more of the mystery
surrounding XS3894
and the disappearance
of Capt Shafner. -

The Evening Tele-
graph has a copy of his
account of what he
believes happened that
night. Some of it has
come from his dogged
investigations; some

i
from official docu-
- ments he has obtained;
and some, most tell-
ingly, from what he
maintains is a tran-
script of the final con-
versations between
Capt Schafner, a radar
‘controller at Staxton
Wold, near Scar-
borough, and the crew
of the Shackleton
~which witnessed ' the
crash,

This is the story we
are going to tell over
the next few nights.
The information in it is

quite remarkable. Our
source has to remain
anonymous and we

cannot corroborate all’

the information in his
report., What. informa-
tion we can is certainly
in line with the results
of my own inquiries
four years aga.

All we ask you to-do
is to read our stories
carefully — and make
up your own mind.

® TOMORROW:
final take off of XS894.
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ida gone wrong on a night exercise,
sody of the-pilot was never recovered, .
; . years ago the puzzle turnéd- into a
ry. when it was gdisclosed
: age of aircraft was lifted fr
ff Flamborough the cock
irmly closed -—- and comp
The mystery deepened

AT PRECISELY six minutes past 10
' er 8, 1970, a single Lightning jet fighter took off
from RAF Binbrook. T . o

- Ground crew on the

But. the

that when the
om the sea beq

pit was found to be
letely empty,
following publication

Evening Telegraph which, if it is correct, makes .

the loss

of Lightning XS894 one of th
aviation stonges of agu time, € strange;;

The information has been sent to us by a man

who was involved in the initial investigati
the loss of the aircraft in 1970 amlg w;osn s?(f'
disturbed by what he found that he has devoted

the last five

years to a detailed investigation

into the last hours of XS894.
*
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Now we have been hand

and its pilot,

" assured is g transcript of ()

~ XS894 We h:

authenticating the informatic

readers to make their
vahdxtﬁ.of the story we
The Riddle of Foxtrot

own
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Telegraph tomorrow and run

Don’t miss it!

st 10 on the night of

flight line were accustomed to
Lightnings being scrambled in a hurry at any time of night -
:pr day. Binbrook, after all, was a frontline fighter station

.and its aircraft shared QRA (Quick Reaction Alert) duty

TR

-with other East Coast airfields to provide cover should any

‘unidentified aircraft appear on the radar screens. "~ .

- By PAT OTTER

¥

something dif-
ferent - about this
: scramble.” v

' For a start, it was
normal for QRA air-
craft to take off in
pairs. Two aircraft were
kept at a state of

instant readiness at all .

times, ready for just
such an emergency.
But on this occasion
only one aircraft took
off. And it wasn’t one
of the QRA aircraft.
. Then there was the
manner of the take-off.
The pilot had raced out
from the 5 Squadron
crew room, adjacent to
the apron, and had
climbed aboard while a
Lightning was in the
process of being
refuelled. .
He angrily waved
away ground staff who
asked him to sign the
form required before
any military aircraft
leaves the ground and
ordered the refuelling
lines to be disengaged.
It was no ordinary
pilot strapped into the
cockpit of the Mach 2
interceptor. It was Cap-
tain William Schafner,
of the United States
Air Force, who was on
his second tour as an
exchange pilot with the
RAF.

Disappeared

Schafner was a vastly
experienced jet fighter
pilot with combat time
behind him in Viet-
nam. He had been at
Binbrook for some
time and his wife was

living on the base with

him.

No pre-flight checks
were made and, as
emused ground crew
looked on, the Light-
ning taxied out to the
end of the runway,
turned and
Immediately took off,
using reheat to ‘gain
speed and height as
quickly as possible.

The aircrafl, XS894, a
Lightning F6 of 5
Squadron, the call-sign
of which that night was
Foxtrot 94, turned over
the North Sea — and
disappeared into what
Is fast becoming one of
the great aviation puz-
zles of recent times,

Early the following

morning XS894

Y But “there was -~

ditched in the sea off
Flamborough Head.
The ditching was wit-
nessed by the crew of a
Shackleton reconnai-
sance aircraft. Flares
were spotted by the
Grimsby trawler, Ross
Kestrel. But no trace of
Capt Schafner was ever
found. : .
More than a month
later the wreckage of
the aircraft was found
on the sea bed by
Royal  Navy divers.
Despite earlier reports
to. the contrary,
cockpit was empty and

“the canopy closed.

Capt Schafner had van-
ished — completely
and utterly.

Eventually the air-
craft was recovered
and taken, unusually,
to RAF Binbrook.
There it was kept
under ~ wraps
corner of a hangar.

When a team from
the MoD’s Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived
from Farnborough they
were permitted to
spend only a very brief
time examining the
wreckage of XS894.
What they did discover
disturbed them. And
what happened later
disturbed them even
more.

Reticent

I first came across
the mysterious story of
XS894 six years ago.
An outline of the story
was related to me by
Barry Halpenny, an
aviation enthusiast and
author who lived at the
time in Market Rasen
and who was research-
ing for a book on avia-
tion mysteries.

He suggested that 1
should dig out the cut-
tings on the crash and
look .further into it.
There was-more to the
story of XS894 than
met the eye, he told
me.

.1 anticipated difficul-

ties 'in investigating a
16-year-old ditching
incident in the North
Sea, but not on the
scale I was to encoun-
ter over the next few
weeks.

Normally helpful

ress contacts at the

inistry of Defence
responded initially by

the

in the,

promising to help, but
‘then became -very ret-
icent.

Similar inquiries to
the United States
embassy and to the US
Air Force at Alconbury
proved also to be dead-
ends. Calls were not
returned. Contacts
were unavailable. -

At that stage I en-
listed the aid of Bob
Bryant, then North.
cliffe Newspapers' avi-
ation correspondent
and a man with close
links with both the
RAF and the USAF.

Bob was to spend
weeks checking out a
story he found more
intriguing by the hour.
He paid numerous vis-
its to the Ministry of
Defence and spent

- hours on the telephone

to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard
the ominous sound of
doors being slammed.

Intrigued

. He finally admitted

defeat. But Bob was
absolutely certain there
was an official blanket
of secrecy over the
events surrounding the
crash of that Lightning
in the North Sea all
those years ago.
Barry Halpenny
finally published an
abridged version of the
story in a book which
appeared in Septem-
ber, 1988. At the same
time the Evening Tele-
graph carried my story
of the mystery of
XS894. i
Subsequently we
were contacted by two
former airmen who had

both been at Binbrook,

at the time and added
further fuel to the
mystery be recalling
their memories of that
night. .

It was a story which
puzzled and intrigued
thousands' of Evening
Telegraph readers. But,
perhaps most interest-
ingly of all, it was a
story which grabbed
the attention of a man
spending 10 days in a
Cleethorpes guest
house.

Sixteen years earlier
he had been one of the
crash investigators who
went to Binbrook to

-

examine the remains of

- X5894. He was s0 puz-

zled by. what he saw
and the treatment the
investigation team
received that he was
determined to get to
the bottom of the
n;lystery once and for
all.

He had started his
inquiries two years
earlier and, by a
strange coincidence,
was in Cleethorpes fol-
lowing up lines of in-
uiry in and around
inbrook when the

-

story appeared-in the
Evening Telegraph.

Transeript

Now,. four years on,
he believes  he has
peeled back a little bit
more of the mystery
surrounding XS894
and the disappearance
of Capt Shafner,

The Evening Tele-
graph has a copy of his
account of what he
believes happened that
night. Some of it has
come from his dogged
investigations; some
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THIS is Foxtrot 94, th
ning at the centre of a

the day it was fished
Sea.

It is pictured slung
the recovery vessel Ki
Bridlington Bay, after i
to the surface some tv
crashed on September

What is remarkable i
the aircraft. It is almosi
although it does seen
damaged. This could
when the aircraft hit the
recovery.

The cockpit, which
empty, is not visible b
that the air brakes on
extended, indicating th
as slowly as possible w
hit the sea.

Information passed
Telegraph by a man inve
of the aircraft sugges
pilot was ordered to di
after intercepting a str.
the North Sea.

But two former Ligh
said they believed Foxti
during a low-level low
involving a Shackleton :

What is not disputed
has ever been found of

XS894 has not yet
secrets.

! ‘The pilot had raced out

from the 5 Squadron
crew room, adjacent to
the apron, and had
climbed aboard while a
Lightning was in the
process of being
refuelled. .

He angrily waved

away ground staff who
asked him to sign the
form required before
any military aircraft
leaves the ground and
ordered the refuelling
lines to be disengaged.
-1t was no ordinary
pilot strapped into the
cockpit of the Mach 2
interceptor. It was Cap-
tain William Schafner,
of the United States
Air Force, who was on
his second tour as an
exchange pilot with the
RAF.

‘Disappeared

"Schafner was a vastly
experienced jet fighter
ilot with combat time
ehind him in Viet-
nam. He had been at
Binbrook for some

time and his wife was

living on the base with

im.

No pre-flight checks
were made and, as
bemused ground crew
looked on, the Light-
ning taxied out to the
end of the runway,
turned ., an
immediately took off,

" - using reheat to ‘gain

Despite earlier reports
to the contrary,
cockpit was empty and
the canopy closed.
Capt Schafner had van-
ished completely
and utterly.

Eventually the air-
craft was recovered
and taken, unusually,
to RAF Binbrook.
There it was kept
under wraps
corner of a hangar.

When a team from
the MoD's Crash Inves-
tigation Branch arrived
from Farnborough they
were permitted to
spend only a very brief
time examining the
wreckage of. XS894.
What they did discover
disturbed them. And
what happened later
disturbed them even
more. .

Reticent

I first came across
the mysterious story of
XS894 six years ago.
An outline of the story
was related to me by
Barry Halpenny, an
aviation enthusiast and
author who lived at the
time in Market Rasen
and who was research-
ing for a book on avia-
tion mysteries.

He suggested that I
should dig out the cut-
tings on the crash and
look .further into it.
There was more to the

the

in the,

and a man witn ciose
links with both the
RAF and the USAF.
Bob was to spend
weeks checking out a
story he found more
intriguing by the hour.
He paid numerous vis-
its to the Ministry of
Defence and spent

- hours on the telephone

to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard
the ominous sound of
doors being slammed.
Intrigued

He finally admitted
defeat. But Bob was
absolutely certain there
was an official blanket
of secrecy over the
events surrounding the
crash of that Lightning
in the North Sea all
those years ago._

Barry
finally published an
abridged version of the
story in a book which
appeared in Septem-
ber, 1988. At the same
time the Evening Tele-
graph carried my story
of the mystery of
XS894.

Subsequently we
were contacted by two
former airmen who had
both been at Binbrook,
at the time and added
further fuel to the-
mystery be recalling
their memories of that .
night.

_Halpenny™{-y

and the treatment ine
investigation team
received that he was
determined to get to
the bottom of the

. nlmystery once and for

all

. He had. started his
inquiries two years
earlier and, by a
strange coincidence,
was in Cleethorpes fol-
“lowing up lines of in-
quiry in and -around
Binbrook when the
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with a second 1
Greenland.

-The information tt

- lecting was relayed
American Air Defenc

- at_Cheyenne Mount
US Detection and -T

- tre at Colorado Sprir

. In the meantime,
_mouse game-over th
between the :Ligh
Phantoms and the r
tact was still going’
'21.05 after the fighte
yet-another abortive
-get close, the contact
" the radar screens.
. The Lightnings wel
return to Leuchars
Phantoms were in
1 carry out a Combat
. the east of Iceland.
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what did happen over the North S
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PRECISELY six minutes p
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scrambling the riddle of F

of the stor{, when the Evening Telegraph was
: y former airmen who had been
serving at Binbrook at the time and who
recalled the strange circumstances leading to
{ that particularly aircraft.
Now new information has been passed to the
Evening Telggrapp which, if it is correct, makes '
the loss of Lightning XS894 one of the strangest
aviation stories of all time.
The information has been sent to us by a man
who was involved in the initial investigation of
the loss of the aircraft in 1970 and was so

disturbed by what he found that he has devoted
the last five years to a detailed investigation

nto the last hours of XS894.
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n. there was the
her of the take-off.
pilot had raced out

the § Squadron
room, adjacent to
apron, and had

ed aboard while a
ning was in the
ess of being
led.

apgrily waved

ground staff who

him to sign the
required before
military aircraft
the ground and
d the refuelling
o be disengaged.

at e oarelin s

By PAT

OTTER

ditched in the sea off
Flamborough Head.
The ditching was wit-
nessed by the crew of a
Shackleton reconnai-
sance aircraft. Flares
were spotted by the
Grimsby trawler, Ross
Kestrel. But no trace of
Capt Schafner was ever
found.

More than a month
later the wreckage of
the aircraft was found
on. the sea bed by
Royal Navy divers.
Despite earlier reports

to the contrary, the,

cockpit was empty and

“the canopy closed.

Capt Schafner had van-
ished — completely
and utterly.
Eventually the air-
craft was recovered
and taken, unusually,
to- RAF Binbrook.
There it was kept
under wraps
corner of a hangar.
When a fcam from
}_hc Mth‘;q Cra;';h In.ves;

in the,

promising to help, but
then became very ret-
icent.

Similar inquiries to
the Unite States
embassy and to the US
Air Force at Alconbury
proved also to be dead-
ends. Calls were not
returned. Contacts
were unavailable. ‘

At that stage I en-
listed the aid of Bob
Bryant, then North-
cliffe Newspapers' avi-
ation correspondent
and a man with close
links. with both the
RAF and the USAF.

Bob was to spend
weeks checking out a
story he found more
intriguing by the hour.
He paid numerous vis-
its to the Ministry of
Defence and spent

- hours on the telephone
to contacts in the
United States. But
everywhere he heard
the ominous sound of
doors being slammed.

Schafer,

exchange tour with the
official doors firmly closed.

Now we have been handed what we are
assured is a_transcript of the final hours of
XS894 and its pilot. We have no means of
authenticating the information. We are asking
readers to make their own judgement on the
valldxty‘of the story we are about to tell. o

The Riddle of Foxtrot 94 starts in the Evening
Telegraph tomorrow and runs for five nights,

Don’t miss it!

oxtrot 94

Four years ago, when the Evening Telegraph
condupted its own investigation into the loss of
the aircraft and its pilet, Captain William

an experienced American

on an
RAF, we found all

rsday, October 8, 1992 9

examine the remains of
XS894. He was so puz-

“zled by. what he saw

and the treatment the
investigation team
received that he was
determined to get to
the bottom of the
n;]ystery once and for
all.

He had started his
inquiries two years
earlier and, by a
strange coincidence,
was in Cleethorpes fol-
lowing up lines of in-
quiry in and around

. Binbrook when the

Evening Telegraph.

Transcript
Now, four years on,
he believes he has
peeled back a little bit
more of the mystery
surrounding XS894
and the disappearance

of Capt Shafner.

The Evening Tele-
graph has a copy of his

account of what he.

believes happened that
night. Some of it has
come from his dogged
investigations; some

story appeared-in the

from official docu-

" ments he has obtained;

and some, most tell-
ingly, from what he
maintains is a tran-
script of the final con-
versations between
Capt Schafner, a radar

-controller at Staxton

Wold, near Scar-
borough, and the crew
of the Shackleton
which withessed the

" crash.

This is the story we
are going to tell over
the next few nights.
The information in it is

quite remarkable. Our
source has to remain
anonymous and ‘we

cannot corroborate all’

the information  in his
report. What informa-
tion we can is certainly
in line with the results
of my own inquiries
four years ago.

All we ask you to do
is to read our stories
carefully — and make

" up your own mind.

® TOMORROW: The
final take off of XS894.

TS e,
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HE chain of events

which led to the

crash of Lightning

XS894 from 5
Squadron at RAF Bin-
brook and the disappear-
ance of its pilot began at
8.17 on the night of Sep-
tember 8, 1970, in an
isolated buxldmg on ‘the
Shetland Islands.

Saxa Vord was one of the chain
of radar stations whose task it
was to spot unidentified aircraft
approaching the North Sea or the
sensitive “Iceland gap".

Remember, this was 1970 when
the Cold War was at its height
and Russian long-range aircraft
made regular sorties into the
North Atlantic and along the
British coast to test the reaction
of Nato fighters.

On this particular night, a radar
operator at Saxa Vord picked up
the blip of an unidentified aircraft
over the North Seca halfway
between the Shetlands and Ale-
sunhd, in Norway.

The contact was monitored for
several minutes at a steady speed
of 630mph, at 37,000ft, holding
altitude and on a south- westerly
heading. Then Saxa Vord noted
the contact was turning through
30 degrees to head due south. It
increased speed to 900mph (mach
1.25) and climbed to 44,0001t. :

Following laid- down proce-
dures, radar controllers at Saxa
Vord {lashed a scramble message
to the Quick Reaction Alert
Flight at the nearest Nato airfield,
RAF Leuchars on the east coast
of Scotland, not far from Dundce.

There two Lightning intercep-
tors, which had been ready on the
tors, which had b 3 .
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“and-mouse with a
7 400mph radar blip

TONIGHT we start our detailed look at the events
leading up to the ditching in the North Sea of
Lightning Foxtrot 94, a single-seat fighter from 5
Squadron at Binbrook whose final flight is at the
centre of one of the most puzzling aviation stories
since the war. Just what was it that its pilot, American
William Schafner, was sent to intercept out over the
North Sea 22 years ago and why was he eventually
ordered to ditch his aircraft off Flamborough Head
rather than. return to North Lincoinshire? Now new
information has been passed to the Evening Tele-
gr?ph PAT OTTER reports on a story you may not
elieve...

XS894 pictured at Binbrook in 1967. It was the first F6 Lightning
delivered to 5 Squadron.

The contact they had been
tracking at speeds and altitudes
consistent with modern Russian

warplanes turned through 180

degrees on a due north heading

- and within scconds disappeared

off their screens. Later ey cal-

culated that to do this its ‘speed

must have been in the region of
- 17,400mph.

With the contact now gone, lho'

Lightnings were vectored south
to rendez_vou_*; with the tanker

by now beginning lo causc some
alarm to Nato commanders, they

" found they were just as lmpotent

as the Lightnings.

The alert had reached such a
level that the contact was being
monitored by the -Ballistic Missile
Early Warning System atl Fyling-
dales Moor, ncar Whitby, along
with a second BMEWS in
Greenland.

The information they were col-
) [ . . . - By

BINBROOK ¢
COLTISHALL

,




~story of the last flight of Foxtrot 94.

APTAIN William Schafer was sit-

‘ * ting in the crew room of 5 Squad-

ron when the call came from High
Wycombe.

The room overlooked the apron where a line of
silver Lightnings stood, illuminated by the high-
intensity sodium lighting. The crew room itsell
was sparsely furnished, with ageing chairs which
had seen better days, a bar which dispensed
nothing stronger than black Nescafe and walls
adorned with plaques and photographs donated
by visiting RAF and overseas air force units.

Schafer was still in his flying suit, after
returning earlier that evening from a training
sortie in one of the squadron’s aircraft. He is
remembered by those at Binbrook as a small,
powerfully-built man who loved to fly the single-
seat Lightnings, so different from the new genera-
tion of sophisticated aircraft then starting to come
into service in the USAF.

When the call came, Schafer was helped into the

- remainder of his flying gear by other 5 Squadron
aircrew, went out through the door, turned right
and raced across the apron. .

Two Lightnings in the linc-up were virtually
ready for flight. One, XS894, was in the process of
having its fuel tanks topped up and was already
connecled to a power starter.

. Schafer climbed the steep ladder, hauled him-
self into the cockpit, strapped in and started the

\ eng,'mcs. He waved aside the ground crew, who
R ¥ mmnntad 1A Waln carry At tho ctandard nrno

‘mysterious intruder

- NATO forces were being brought up to full alert by a myste
object picked up on radar over the North Sea. At first it
appeared to be yet another Russian aircraft out to test the
reflexes of Allied air forces. But then the object began

"~ behaving in a way which baffled radar controllers. Nuclear
bombers in the United States were ordered into the air while
the Pentagon decided that its man on the spot, a experi-

- enced Vietnam veteran then on an exchange visit to the RAF
at Binbrook, should take a look. PAT OTTER continues the

_hoses off and got out of the way,” he was to say

later.
Mr Mann remembered Schafer disregarding the

ground marshaler, who was the eyes and ears of

the pilot on the ground, as he swung the
Lightning round. “His actions were unorthodox to
say the least,” he said. :

At 22.06 XS894 blasted off from Binbrook’s
main runway into the night sky. Those on the
ground saw it disappear with a sheet of flame
from its twin tail pipes as Schafer used reheat. It
turned over the Wolds and the last they saw was
its navigation lights heading out towards the
North Sea.

By now the mystery contact which had led to

" five Lightnings, two Phantoms, three tankers and

a Shackleton being scrambled over the North Sea
was being tracked by radar controllers at Staxton
Wold, which stands on high ground overlooking
Scarborough. v

The contact was flying parallel to the east coast
90 miles east of Whitby at 530mph at 6,100ft — an
ideal course for an interception by a Binbrook
Lightning. .

What follows next is-drawn from what we have

been told is the official transcript of the conversa- .

tion which took place between Schafer and the
radar station at Staxton Wold.
Schafer: I have visual conlact, repeat visual

~.contact. Over.

Staxton: Can you identify aircraft type?
Schafer: Negative, nothing recognisable, no
clear outlines. Thgrg'is ... bluish light. Hell, that’s
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. WUST as the
controller at
‘ Staxton:

Wold lost contact
with Captain
Schafer, :a ‘radar . .
operator, who had -

" been tracking the .
‘Lightning and the =
-~ mystery object it- -

. had. 'intercepted,
watched: in. dis-
“belief.. .- R
-7 _The two blips on the

- screen,
~ . the fighlt_erl: and xtg,.
=wquarry, slowly merged .
N ,,v?nto rj:m_e.’ : _dgceleragt,ed
A.‘,_ragigly.,"from Cover .

= '500mph until they - .

“ _became ‘stationary | .-
;6,000 above the North- -

- Sea’ 140 miles out off *
‘Alnwick- " ' '

representing

. What e);actiy fhap;

. -:pened inside the
.. ground control. centre’ .

- at Staxton:is open to. -
.. _conjecture,
. .information is that one
- “suggestion was that the
" .two Lightnings then on .

‘Combat- Air Patrol off

the. Scottish - ¢oast .
should be sent south .
-immediately but it was

‘over-ruléed - by the

senior fighter control--

ler, who continued to

“try to re-establish con-

tact with Captain
Schafer in Foxtrot 94,
+ Two and a half

minntee aftor the cingle

RADAR controllers
at Staxton Wold,
just south of Scar-
borough, had

guided the Light- " .
ning jet fighter

from Binbrook to
the mystery con- -
tact which had

‘been eluding its Nato trackers for-almost four hours. The
pilot, Captain William Schafer, a USAF pilot on an exchange
-] tour with the RAF, reported seeing something not contained .

in any of the official aircraft recognition manuals. It was|
conical in. shape and incredibly bright with what Schafer
" | described as something like a “soccer ball” in its wake.] -
| Then Schafer’s radio went silent. PAT. OTTER continues the |-

But our

'| story of the riddle of Foxtrot 94.

~ Binbrook jet found
by dlvers . ::Lh & heavy ﬁlt"b-‘:

iy bad
BRYAL NAVY di 3
pa JA Vicsrs ha "“.ﬁﬂ

oA o

‘How the loss was i-eporled in
the Evening Telegraph and -
Scarborough Evening News. .

left to circle the Flam-

borough area along

with the Shackleton.
In the meantime,

Strike Command HQ at

High Wycombe ‘had

" instructed Staxton
request. .

Wold to
Schafer ditch his Light-
ning off Flamborough.

- Although he had’

plenty of fuel to reach

either nearby Lecon-
. field or his home base’
- of Binbrook, it appears

the  reason :for . High ~
- Wycombe's. decision

"was .a .fear ‘that the
. Lightning had - .some- -
' _how become contami-
‘““nated i during its’
! mystery . interception
i over the North Sea.;

"<t may well be that.
- .~ the  fear was  that

‘the aircraft has suf:

" -fered- -radiation’: con--
. tamination ~ although:
“some “weeks -later,
- when - the  wreckage

was examined at Bin-
brook, no trace of con-

tamination by anything
other than salt 'water -

was found.

Staxton: Foxtrot 94.
. Can you ditch aircraft?

Over. - ‘

o Schafer: She’s ‘han'dl-'
_.ing fine. I ¢an bring her
~in. Over. :

Staxton: Negative, 94.
I repeat, can you ditch

o

" “Shackleton: " No'
. SABRE vyet..No- flares, -
-... either; Hang on. We're-.

. Another two minutes "
’elzgpsed. ST e
- Shagkleton: GCL -
- Over. -
. Staxton:: Receiving:

you, 77. Over.

Shackleton: This is -
aodd, GCIL. She’s sinking -

- fast but ... the cano- -
py's closed. up -again. -

Over.. -

in it, we can confirm
that, He must be in the

- water somewhere.

 Staxton: Any distress
signals or flares yet?
Over. : '

aircraft? Over. . .. .. _Shackleton: Nega-.

Schafer: Yeah .. 1

CEYN ENC

-tive, GCI. Going round"'"‘hm&g‘r:é;iﬁ*

”~~

- nothing. -
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elapsed as Schafer was -

deteriorate. -

= The search cdntinued o

going round again, - .- .- Well into the next-day . -

‘as the weather began to B

but. there were no .-

. transmissions from' the
beacons-carried by the ~ .
.- pilot .and on board the

aircraft and the official

reports say no distress =~

flares were seen.
However, the follow-

“ing day the Evenins

Telegraph  reporte
flares' had been seen .

*.” Staxton* Can you con- about-10 miles offshore

firm pilot clear of air-

- craft? Over. ) L
Shackleton: He's not .-

and : the -Grimsb

¢ trawler ‘Ross  Kestrel,

which. was. passing
through the “Flambor-
ough area, had gone to
investigate but, even

" though more flares

were seen, she found

REE ST T,
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THE loss of the Binbrook Lightning
and its American pilot had simply
been reported as just another air
crash by newspapers along the
north-east coast of England. Repor-

_ ters were used to handling stories

like this, which occurred with some
regularity. The ditching of XS894

provided front-page stories for the '

Grimsby Evening Telegraph and the

Scarborough Evening News on Sep-
tember 9, 1970. But they only told
part of the story. PAT OTTER con-
cludes our investigation into the
Riddle of Foxtrot 94. Co

HEN the wreckage of
- XS894 was finally

lifted from the sea bed
- some five miles off
Flamborough Head, it was taken
in some secrecy straight to RAF
Binbrook.

Air crashes in the North Sea in those
§ days were relatively common and much
of the wreckage found its way into
m Grimsby where often Evening Telegraph

He photographers were on hand to record
away the event. But not with XS894.
asked It was also common practice for
form wrecked aircraft to be taken to the
any MoD's Crash Investigation Branch at
leaves Farnborough where detailed examina-
ox;del:" tions were carried out in an attempt to
wire| find the cause of accidents. But this

the North Sea.
The ejector scat also scemed to be
‘wrong’ and there was a suspicion later

among the investigators that it was notl '

the one fitted to the aircraft when X5894
took off from Binbrook on its final flight.
They were even given an assurance by
the OC of 5 Squadron that the seat had
not been tampered with. But some of the
investigators were not convinced.

Interestingly, an Evening Telegraph®

reader, who was serving at Binbrook at
the time, told us in 1988 that he recalled
seeing an official report on the crash
which suggested that the seat was faulty
and this was why Captain Schafer failed
to eject.

Brian McConnell, a former sergeant at
Binbrook, said the cartridge on the scat
had failed to fire because of faulty
installation. However, this is very much
~t adde with the evewitness account of

And that's where the trail of the
mystery of XS894 goes cold. Well,
almost. .

There is just one further item of
information available.

On the night of September 8, 1970, a’

couple and their daughter were walking
their dog along the coastal path at
Alnmouth Bay, Northumberland —
almost opposite the point over the North
Sea where Schafer made his interception
— when they saw and heard something
strange.

“We had been.walking for maybe 10
minutes when we heard a very high-
pitched humming noise,” they later said
in a statement to MoD personnel. “The
dog kept cocking her head to one side
and growling. It seemed impossible to
tell from which direction the noise was
coming, it scemed everywhere. It lasted
for maybe 10 to 15 seconds,

INVESTIGATORS’
JOB CURTAILED
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o etmet” e es S $Squadron, based
v i e g ok : : at Leuchars.

; - AP =i QY : o Iﬁa{emen;tber "the
[ - ARG jran: NIZN e ini repo
. Rg: e b o he:ist ¢ tzsstgft e .,
: ' : ntly 'we were gl ; at' s

_ new the ilot was.
| evidence' % ‘wmch”we werofrunable to; missing an L ks
T HanGo: 0t sthat mbrook was

the Lightning. " Tundergoing_its_annual -
It came. rom a man who has spent: Tax&g%hl‘l"l“atmn
-some  ye Investi%ating the disap (T.
earance of XS894 that night. He hadx
eelt«one ‘af the: original ‘crash investi=;
2was so puzzled by what he.
‘was determined get to< p

The immediate lfacts .

radar at Patrington, a
initial _air/sea seﬁrch;
was initiated :

ry.
"rthso intriquin o' trace was found

t in full an
p:your ow

yea he navigation nights of
se:has been tremendousthe Lxg}gmung .

aﬁd ig

e Lightning pilot,
apt William 8 affner
not Schafer as re-.
ported at the time), was
n'experienced USAF
ilot who had’ recently
oined 5 Squadron:
Ammediately following
the pilot’s’ failure to.

cknowledge' radio ”
ransmxssmns from -

‘the :“Shackleton
*and the controlling

were' found. Indeed, it

evidence from the experts — men who was not until some twi

were flying Lightnings themselves that¥
ht'— is:compelling. On these pages._
e Streten, a former.5 Squadron CO

Furz: | n{ wvastly experienced
jot, both give their accounts’
ey believe didmhggpm fo.

mate mystery still remains
; happen to the pllot?

was that the ©ano y
was still attached to
aircraft and
- tion seat sfr
seat dmghy

N termS of the mis-

craft told mest of the

i1 geometﬂ
'whxch enable ;
speed of the target to
be determined faxrly

t, break aWay was:
xated‘ at“mmlmlilhm

pro rocedure repeated so.
at the: target's “pro-

gression along its track

could be covered. ™
I, therefore, dedi ced

L:ghtnmg (non,, tan-

dard since it -was

observed below the tar-
- get), the pxlot was. initi-
ating - his - breakaway

prior to re-initiating the

set procedure. The
danger was that the
Lightning would:be fly-
ing slowly ‘and that:
therefore

1the eJec- ‘
L s.and the " *
ere - still>

: experienc

North Sea, with stars
-above and the lights of
fishing  boats: below

file for the affected

sion pro * disorientation
we. publish some of thejto the rear an , a%ﬂ " shadowin edg/shepherd- all pilots from ume to
views we have received. Certainly, the 3°f the aircraft -of the missing pilot  ing procedure, the air- time.

The | evxdence indi-
~.cated that C

,th

hit  the isea:- without

- breaking up was from_

* hitting - it ‘at "a’?slow "

{)eed at a very shallow:
nce .angle, most.

probably planmg over

rapxdly dece
rated.
It is a matter of £a<

-that the only way.
‘canopy. coul b
‘opened

and remai;
with the aircraft was i
the aircraft was doin
less than 150 knots ¢

 so. Therefore the mot

likely situation that th
pilot found himself i

“. was the nighmare. ¢
* having
~ while trying to recove

hit” the se

from a slow- -spee
situation.

With the aircraft o
the sea and sinkin
rapidly, the quicke:
way out would hav
been to open th
canopy, unstrap an

‘dlsconnect the sea
. din

lanyard
there y rel ing on th

“ life jacket for flotatio:

and subsequently th

* manual activation of

SARBE emergenc
beacon (contained i
the pocket of th
jacket) to transmit o
the emergency fre
qency for location an
subsequent rescue.
Since his body ha
never been found, thi
must remain a myster
but not along the line
of the source of you
mformatmn.
EN Fc 4 9
took off vt nigh
it was to take part in .

. routine exercise. Am
- the aircraft was arme

with nothing more tha
dummy acquisitio
missiles.

>

-
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ON WWSTERY
LIGHTNING “

?inbriook Light-
or air mystery.
vof the North

¥ picture’d slung from the bows of
the recovery vessel Kinless, probably in
Bridlington Bay, after it had been hauled
_to the surface some two months after it
" crashed on September 8, 1970.
" What is remarkable is the condition of
the aircraft. it is almost completely intact
- although it does seem the fuselage is
damaged. This could have happened
when the aircraft hit the sea or during the
recovery. .
The cockpit, which was closed and
empty, is not visible but it is noticeable
that the air brakes on the fuselage are
extended, indicating the pilot was flying
as slowly as possible when the Lightning
hit the sea.
information passed to the Evening
: Telegraph by a man investigating the loss
of the aircraft suggests the American
pilot was ordered to ditch the Lightning
after intercepting a strange.object over
the North Sea. ‘
"But two former Lightnlng pilots have
‘Foxtrot 94 hit the sea
“low-speed exercise
lory aircraft.
) Is that no trace
the pilot.
given up all its
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make the atmOSphere
before scramble more’

realistic.

, :Slmﬂarly. the allegeck ‘
logue betwecen

" that really took
Of such things

radio

between the pilot and

"»lhe radat Mmorf

] - thie™ ;
the pen to embroider

even niore’ fairytales
- The* Lnghtmng-’»’ was
not “cleared - to ditch
"under dny  circum-
stances ‘and even if a
pilot: was ordered.to do
- 80, " he “would - have
e ected since the
ances of a successful
dxtc mﬁaat sea at night
would been many
thousands:to-one. Nev:
ertheless, when Foxtrot
94 hit the:gea with is
apparentl 'I!l‘-:St what
happen Rg;
~lmcontrovertible” fact
However, it ‘was inad-
vertent and "'not
planned or ordered by
any hlfhet authonty as
is alleged m the
art.lc es..

HERE was no UFO

that night. Nor was -

there anything unusual
about the weather.
As for the recovety of

lace.,.
the aircraft to Binibrook

lcg

ends have been p

IWAS a thness t g;ome of the )

“ined, once a Board of
Inquiry had‘been con-
vened, any pieces of
‘wreckage reco

“convergations |

lished™ ofﬁclall
the accident.

out
1s was |

the establishment pro- )

cedure.

However, there was
no attempt to hide the
ngacts of the case to the
Royal " Air Force at

large and, moreover, i
this case the whole pro
cedure; for shadowing .
and shepherding was
reviewed to ensure it .
was as safe. as it could
be “and. the . Lightning
squadrons were

accordm,gly

onclude, . the

tra xc ‘death of Captain
‘William_ Schaffner was
mostr bably: caused
pss- of aircraft-

ng and shep-

procedure

against an AEW Shack-
leton during™

pamcmarly concemmg the order for

1 Weapons Instructor on
- the alrcraft and in the
+ early 1980s served as-.
; co of 5(F) 3quadron at

craft was in the sea
© and, since his body was
never found, we -will -
never know.’

‘some 2,000 hours in
Lightnin

was at one
- time Chief Interceptor.

 side.
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' OF judgement}

poor weather
vad flying the

% mamtainingf'v .
Volved weav-:

igically |t the sea.

894 im aeted right wing
slightly low. ilot survived the
crash and vaeate the cockpit prior

to the aircraft sinking. It would -
have been almost impossible for:
. him to extneatlltl:

mself
this

Evidence:

unstrapped and stepped over the

xp:old Norteps«ea at night
without protection ‘from the ele-
ments afforded ‘by ‘the liferaft

would have presentell him with .

little hope of survival.
The recovery of thé wreckage and
" the” subsequent Boarq of Inquiry

and his .
in

, from- the recovgred g fﬁf t
wreckage suggested that

;;were subject to no more secrecy
than any other accident. The usual
- procedure was to publish initial

and subsequent findings as the
Board progresses

The wreckage of XS894 was dis-
played openly at Binbrook and
photographed without restriction
once the investigation was com-
plete. The result of the Inquiry was
published routinely in RAF Flight
magazine and leaflets and
e’ events surrounding the

' crash could be eéxplained logically.

This includes the cockpit being
shut when the aircraft was recov-
ered, which is easily explained by
the loss of hydraulic pressure.
This accident was an unfortunate
error or judgement which cost an
American pilot his life — not some

‘stranger than fiction tale.

D events of the night of Septem-

“the pilot to ditch his aircrafti I would

berB l ~have.  thought this ‘was. a . risky
ust decided to-take some enough- proposition- in broad- day-
ﬁ-esh air %efore retiring fpr the night.. .light, but much worse:by night.
and as stepped into my back -, Even if the order was given, why
garden I'saw a redish ‘object in an’ “'was he ‘not instructed to orbit until a
east ‘north-easterly tgomuon, about search-and—rescue helicopter to
30—degrees above horizon. It. arrive? It does not make sense to
peared to be station for about® order-him to dltch andéhen send the
minutes. AsI watéhed I h “helicopter.
ared’ to be  gircraft ﬂH& sutely would have %een be&eﬁg

pearance K :
I am part of a_national’ grou of
mvesu ators..who s eclah.se in-|
ng such"‘m ries -and‘ T
3 Jubilee would d of any further-infor-:
Hum- - mation readers may have: Any infor-
mation, no ‘matter” how seemmgly
., irrelevant, wi dealt' with™
confidence ? and-§
‘ am?;w}fd edbe ts, 84 Elland Ro d.
— Andy Roberts, Roa
Brighouse, West Yorks."

TDON'T YOU 1UST LOVE

“CREDIT (:usrouas ONLY. YOU WILL BE ASKED YO $1GN A GREDIT AGREEMENEWITH THE £

CUOTAT/ONS:AVARLABLE FROM-BRITIBH GAS EAST MIDLANDS, PO BOX 28, D! m om

oswosa. NiL. 48 THLY PAYMENTS OF £25.49. TOTAL AMOUNY PAYABI.E [3X 2 APR 2
.. NOYE THA! m FER APPLIE Y € SA AS

RSY muumn ouls 1 FEBRUARY . SUBJECT TO STATUS. WRITTEN
8T I.Elcemn PMCAL CREDIY EXAMPLE: CASH PRICE £775.00.
:\:: on STA oms OFFER-ENDY 19TH DECEMBER 1952, tPLEASE

YSTEM OR BOALI ADDN’ ONAL CHARGES MAY
hm AN ADECIATE HEND OF WATER.

1 FOUND the story engrossing.
But there . are -inconsistencies,

EJ

TO SHOWERS INST, Al.lED Af
A"I.V 1617 13 NECESSARY TO RAISE OR m

E YOU
ATER FEED YANK
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Director of )

JInvestigations

T

SKIPTON
NORTH YOR

TEL./FAX. No. (S

28. 11. 92.

Thank you for taking the time to let me know your findings regarding
the unfortunate incident when the R.A.F. Lightning was lost in 1970. I

have extended my area of enquiry into the United States in the hope of
getting some feedback from my ex military friends.

I enclose the latest copy of our journal and news clippings regarding
the Bonnybridge incidents. I have been promised more and will send
them to you when I receive them.

Thank you again for your help.

Yours Sincerely,

QUEST INTERNATIONAL Published by Quest Publications Ltd.



W avule 1IMpossiDic. *"he sa..
1Y — .
3DER! (See pages 2 and 3)
v UFO PROBE
. CARPETS
i CHY‘
) STEPS UP i o T Local
K ROAD ;
, FALKIRK SCIENTISTS from across Britain are set to hit Su Ort
28421 Bonnybridge in a bid to investigate the UFO sightings |
) made in the area. 2
And the national media has been in the village as g i ) Or
N news. of the phenomenon spreads. More and more & ) .
1 sightings of UFOs are being reported — local people :
CRK claim to have seen lights and other objects in the sky. ' : U FO
Now UFO experts have pledged to look further into ¥ -~
~=—d | the reports and will visit the area. (See page 19) SLpgl vt LA

claims

MORE people are
" | claiming to have

- seen UFOs in the
Bonnybridge area.
Following last
week’s Advertiser
story on sightings of
unidentified flying
. objects around the
village, more people
have reported. seeing

. stran ted crafts
14 . ADVERTISER: Wadnesday November 4 1992 e

Now a team of
' scientists are urging
anyone ‘who has seen
- anything to contact
them.
: t Malcolm Robinson
of the Psychic

Phenomena Unit said:
“We are taking this

LAST NG~

AN investigation is hc was approached by a
underway into ‘“visibly shaken'’ local
sightings of businessman claiming he
unidentified flying bad scen *'a strange lighted

Councillor Buchanan
also added that he firmly
believed the businessman A

o SeC — who wi .| infor. whole thing ver
objects in Falkirk objectin the sky™. anozv:«yz‘x)m‘:'s‘s}’:‘3 t:n?mﬁﬁ set seriously lngeed- yl
District. In a statement to the inown him for many years | highli: would appeal to
Environmeatal Health .gdcvhemscr,_d. S_noufxsc_xllor ““I could understand lus AIDS anyone who has seen OE
boss Malcolm Macdonald t.hu anrians:p it lstgpt reluctance to speak to I 151. any sort of object to
confirmed this week that ar:a oug' lsghkunt%em att; anybody on this matter as lot;de:.; contact me on (0259) ] ,
his department bad received (i oty lccon:ctcd he quite rightly assumes he '’ :u 72‘11.03351 councillor A NEW fu-
iy i s SO Y S vl b il ol Bucionnsir | Carronshor b
Bozilébﬁgge scillor Bill :?‘gf?fm‘f’gi‘dgd “‘c:t“nt; Bonffybﬁdg'e councillor. ' por ul::xn%::;ile Who Derelict cour
ouncillor Bi s . **If anyone. else has ( . i ‘
Buchanan has revealed tha{ ::’el;tz;fy manouevres in the somethin{; please phom:se r;: Sc :::ul::g, a3 ‘‘close E lgckn;ﬂl C{Fshcc;"
: — I will take it seriously.” | %% . eing demolished -

=Kanan
e

Eavironmental

Health s
boss Malcolm Macdonald Fort

“Now that it’s out
in the open,”” said

new development

: n M Davia ¢ and new shops ..
said the UFO inquiry would ,x‘{,’; S':::s:lor e%“?:an:x?; between Falkirk D
be treated with the same | partic. comlngpfo!:-ward. builders Morrison
:Lr:;my as any other| rajsing . Before, they said New housing for
“It is not one of the,lmgmt{[ nothing for fear of B0 e

usual lines of complaint we | A

receive,”” he added.

being laughed at’’.
Councillor

with a residential de
site in Main Street.

delighted to see

Cor Buchanan has also The sbops and flac

attacked national ?:3Sl?'eg;igonfsmshr

new. er reports at esti .

the :rp;!l'end vlr)l‘:ich he | structural problems

sald ridiculed the | option out and a -

T 5 v people who had come proposal was workec

} ! . forward to report the Loc.al membe-

‘ g A sigh Councilfor Stephen
|

tings.
Television, radio
and national
newspaper reporters
have been in the area
to talk to some of the
people who have had
sightings.

Foundry
liranee

Z Lal7

removed at last &

NG5
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on 8 Sentember 1870, RAF Blnbvuok was taking part in a Tactical'

bvaluatlon exerclse. During the- evenlnq, the evaluation dlrectlng‘

staff arranged for Shackleton ‘aircraft to aht,ag‘; IQEt%a;anKder,h

to test the nghtnzng p;lots'xnvthe demahding task of interceptin
slow ‘flying "aircraft. ‘

neirs on Lightulngg,' He was slecred ts
arvound bhaged radar controller and

i at » feel and 160 koot
Lightning was di
low sgeed and the intercept

one. FEleven minutes
Lightning was seen by ancther

ard in a left hand turn. Contact -

lost, and a search began.

.- The Lightning wac lecated ang recovered some 2 menths later. I
Was remarkably ‘intact, excaept that the laft hand wing and sone

dgelage pane lr were missing. The cancpy was *acheﬂ, and open,




and he attempted to miect. <This was al

ejection seat seguence failed to Opegrate vorrectiy. Realising
that the ejection sequencs had failed, the pilet had unstrapped
and abandoned the aircrait, only teo drown during or after his

escape. The inquiry alse discovered that the ejection sequence

malfunction was due to sexvicing error.

Followirng the investigation, a numbsr or changoes wers mide in the

training of pilots for such intevcepts and tThe s2rvicing methods

employed on the ajection system.

Conclusion as original.

No attribution to I of FS (RAF) ,

tof the 2Ty

MW INIPES Stories hut sevie blue lghts and Aypre-sonic ueges”

antml oy I lvmney

Lightning pitets who have commenied on e Gruashy Evering Telegrupn ninies s tug the Tavewal

seenario oowld have molded an ex

s LIRS0 g SupersOnic
x - ‘ ; P H . " hd - “ 5 o )
ingruders arourd the loaland - Faross #20. Boweve, e =8 st leave tie 30Ty,
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071218

"Your reference
Crass ington Our reference
Skipton - D/Sec(AS8)12/3
North Yorkshire Date

A 23 November 1992

P

When I wrote to you on 5 November, I said that I was trying to locate an
Unclassified Military Aircraft Accident Summary (MAAS) for the crash that
occurred on 8 September 1970, involving a Lightning F6 aircraft from RAF
Binbrook. I have found out that the procedure whereby a MAAS is issued for
every military aircraft crash was not set up in 1970, and there is therefore no
documentation on this accident that I can release.

I have now tracked down the file relating to this crash, and a thorough read of
it has not turned up any information- that might support any of the UFQ stories
that are being told about the accident. The file is classified - as are all
such files on aircraft crashes - so I will not be able to release any papers.
The facts of the accident are, as I indicated in my last letter, that the
aircraft flew into the sea while taking part in an exercise which involved the
interception of Shackleton aircraft. The facts simply do not match up with any
of the allegations made in any of the articles that you kindly sent me; there
vas no high speed UFO, no order to ditch the aircraft, no contamination of the
wreckage, and nothing unusual about the handling of the Board of Inquiry.

On another matter, vhen we last spoke, you mentioned that you were investigating
a spate of sightings in Bonnybridge, and asked vhether we had received any
reports that might tie in with what was described. At the time we had not, and
I can confirm that this is still the case.

I hope this is helpful.




' D/Sec(AS)12/6

16 Nov 92

DI55¢ -

CRASH OF LICHTNING F6 XS894 - ALLEGED UFQ INCIDENT

1. We spoke last week about the stories that are currently circulating

2. I have attached copies of all the correspondence on this alleged

I have tracked down the Aircraft Accident Report, and as you will see, there is
no indication that there vas any UFO sighting at any time during the period
running up to the crash. The original file on the accident, which vill contain
the full Board of Inquiry report, is being sent to us from Archives.

3. I would be grateful for any views you have on this matter. 1 will keep
you informed of developments.




_MINISTRY OF DEF| e
Main Building V_Vyh‘l;t’eyha[l‘ London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct Dialling) 071-21-8 '

(Switchboard) /071-21-8301080 S
(Fax). 071218 e T ‘.

Your referen‘ce

Tullibody

" Our reference
ClackmannanshireA D/Sec(AS)12/3
Scotland Date

12 November 1992 ~

P

Your letter to Sqn Ldr t RAF Kinloss has been passed to this

department, as we are the focal point for all enquiries on UF0s and related
matters.

Following a number of recent approaches from researchers, who had heard stories
that a Lightning F6 aircraft crashed on 8 September 1970, during an encounter
vith a UFO, I tracked down the Aircraft Accident Report (AAR) for this ‘
Particular crash. This document is classified Restricted, as is the case for .
all AARs, and cannot therefore be releaseq. From my reading of this document I
_ rt in a Tactical Evaluation :
Exercise designed to practise the night shadowing and shepherding of low speed
targets. For the purpose of the exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton’
aircraft. The Lightning crashed into the sea while attempti
of the Shackletons. There is no indication
- been encountered, and no reason to suggest that there is
incident in any way connected with this tragic crash.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your own research




RESTRICTED
CKIN/20/1/6/72/A4r Royal Rir Force
. Z . Kinloss
) . Forres
N N Moray IV36 CRA

MODUK Air ~ SEC{AS)2 9 Nov gz

)

UFOs - LIGHTNING INCIDENT - 8 SEP 70

Reference: Letter from —5 Nov

i. Further to our cenversations adout the renewed interest in
the fatal accident invoiving a Li ghtning from RAF Binbrock on

Sep 1 have today received the attached letter From a
— researcher land prodavly entire gta of;
Strange Phencmena Investigations. Encios ec with Mr
ietter are 5 articles, dated Letween 9 and i3 GOct P2, from t
Evening Telegraph, wh:cn iz  =pparentiy pubiished by Grimsh
and ﬂcun+horpp Newspapers Ltg, 80, Cleetherpe ‘Hoad., Gr b
DN21 38H. The artlc;eq are the work of PAT QOTTER,

tached) .

)
'l"

Z lat

i amwfreluctantmto "add fuel to the fire” cver

the ' newspaper articies are somewhat sensaticnais .
imply that the MOD has shrouded the whole issue in g sec
nret. . Similariy. the articles apparenily gucote “official
nEcripts” of conversation between the Lightring »nijot
radar contro¢le‘ at Staxton Wol

et 19 e 0 g
b B QI = IR
9 DP

DJ

2. I think thet the attached Jetter pernaps warrants a ‘repiy
from  you, ajithough it ia likely +that any line will be
irterpreted by the researchers as" further evidence of
"sinister doings'i

. The newspaper articles are tog peor 1o fax: they wii]
follow in the ist class masil
.  Finally. I shall withhold my reply to M- unis: :

hear [from you about this matter, Sorry to rass the buck, byt
this one could be messy if handied incorrectly.

- RESTRICTED




NANSHIRE. S

5th November 1992.

S

Flease find enelosed the artieles xegardingnthewUFG.sighting and”
subsequent loss of = XS5894 Lightning aircraft (and missing pilot ?)

48 1 said'on the phone, this case is currently being researched,
not only in this country, but overseas as well, and I shall keep

you up to date on any important breskthroughs. Flease let me now

how you got on with your own enquiries, any help from yoursel?f
would be greatly apprecisted,

Yours Sincerely,

wmder 5,.P,I.
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2. 1 would b\. grateful if you wcﬁld review the material I have extracted from tl
confirm that we may-go ahead with publication. The paragmphs derived fmm
sidelincd, My fax number :s : :




SERDO,

Schaffner " Yeah.I guess, over”

Then as the Shacklston was vectored roward the planned ditching area, Schaffnoe orapared himself,
The report sigtes that Capt Schaffner's last ransmission came as he preparsd 1o ditch the Lightaing,
Descending now GCIL, over” and goes on to relate how the Shackleton arrived on the scens to see the
Laghoing foating on the sea, nut with 0o sign of the pilot. Despire 8 search by the Shackleton and »
wngthy air ses rescue operation the next day no sige of Capt Schaffner was ever found. On O¢tober
7ith 1970 & Navy recovery vessel,  KEDDLESTONE located the remarkably intact wreckage of
X5804 gngd brought it 1o the surface, The sjection seat was sull in the cockpiy the canopy was still

attached but open.

wren the wieckage of X894 was recovered it was taken stralght w Binbrook and kept screened off
s pryng oves inong comgr of 2 hangar, The Bvening Telegraph report states that investigaton?

sedd dours when they wied to Investigate the affair

K REVEALS THE TRUTH ABQUT X$894!

s on the dewils of miditsey slromft sccidenss are perhaps & tittde lesn Olosaly guspded

s OF mogt contemporary sevsden) reposts are requlacly p gl in Flight and

A

 the Inspecorate of Flight Safety for thelr permission (o bring the following

il

and nethaps lay the mystery of X98%4 1o rast 88 lasy

s Guy U4 G0 8

AT L E TR S
avied al 1947 nry. Aflz

e s ¢ A P L P i B SR L.
4 00 sty foupd senvising, This was g

"

,‘ . i . e . I § . <
4 g, offie 5 uprmround, The normaeaind was detaved and during this

Gelay 0t was wasned that e wounld be yeranbled a¢ soon as be was veady. Mo asked the




;
H

sguadeon, e TACEVAL scerario had been changed and 5o

groundorew 0 expedite the nwrnround, however. before it was compis for engine start,

failed (o sign the servicing certificate and wixied outat 2025 fus. As be sugered the runway a metal

board and aached servicing cenificnte fell from the aizesaft. Utduown 16 the gtation and the

Finer was bol thisd 1o intaroe

and shedow 2 Shackleton zircralt which was flving at 1300 aad 160 ks, Such 5408k was not, at the

tine, part of the syllabus for Lighinlng training but iowas a war role and was s subjest to Taceval

ok off at 2036 hes and stll unaware of his target was ordered o Flight Level 100 and
fecided over 10 QU whe advised him of s target’s details, Ara range of 28 miles he was ordersd (o
pegpiorcio w Mach 0.0% w expedite 2 rupid skeover from ancthar {..ighﬂ's'mg Althomigh sonmding
surprised, Capt Schalfner posnplied and sepuried visual coniavl with Nghts, wiutupnn he ’f( 4
n himself for the shadowing

1 2000 yards astern the

cominatsad 4 series of mangeveas 1o slow the alreraft down
task, AL ZU41 hrs XSR94 was seen by the departing Lighmir
tasget I & pont tum and betwean S50 and 1000 feet above € 1¢ 2000 2500 Gbove the surface), The

Shalldetos orow hen saw the Lightning spparently very low and whes at 2042 hrs noy response was

oo Capt Sehaffner the GUT controller inidated emerge . srovadures,

1 acovered repgrkebly it aper from some mdssing fuselage panels and

coidd e sipibuted o mpact with he e Bramination rove

o res 2t 2 tow epesd e e retladown aminade 21 8 reinimal nge of desean

,-l 4‘*

b rongat gate. the genr was up, the flaps down and the 2

variively slowly, Thege was no

sed the surface and oome 10 mEs D

Gad VERLL L p,

H . SUE QIR | ——— " sk o "
S T eeperl esaninelion revealod o ho sisoral way other

G PP Law E
Tighiy wid awee e 8T

thun serviceable on impaet.
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ittated bur dos w e malfunction It had fuiled to opemte comesty.
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So, how did this wagiv cou oo came 1o be epresenied as a sialser conspiracy of dience mdolent of

:

UFQs and official cover ups? Withou! doubt some slemss of the offiolal peport con he ssen in the

ke 6 ha,{ffu’a: 7
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mewspaper stories but gerie blus Tighis and hypersoniy
Lighming prilots who have commenicd on the Grimshy
4} of les

wenarno could have irchuded an o

inmuders around the Tostand -
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rig] and kindly 2g puhlication of the

acts eaiacied from the offivial accident repon.
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UFOs - LIGHTNING INCIDENT — 8 SEP 70

Reference: I;eftter from — 5 Nov 92 (attached).

1. Further to our conversations about the renewed interest in
the fatal accident invelving @ Lightning from RAF Binbrook on
g Sep ., I have today received the attached letter from a
— researcher {and probably entire staff of)
Sirange FPhenomena Inve:t1gat1un5 Enclosed with
lebter are 5 articles, dated between 9% and 13 Oct 92, from the
Evening Telegraph, hich is apparently published by Grimsby
and Scunthorpe Newspapers Ltd, 80 Cleethorpe Rocad, Grimsby,
DN31 3EH. The articles mre the work of PAT ‘TEQ
2. I am reluctant to "add fuel to the fire" over this issue,
22 the nswspaper articles are somewhat sensationalised, and
'v that the MOD has shrouded the wheole issue in a security

DianxetL. Similarly. the articles apparently gquote ‘"official
transcripis” of conversation between the Lightning pilot and
the radar controller &t Staxton Wold.

3. I think that the attached letter perhaps warrants a reply
from you, although it is ‘likeily that any line will Dbe
interpretead by the researchers as further evidence of
"sinister doings

4. The newspaper articles are tcoco poor to fax; they will
foliow in the l1st class mail.

f
Finally, I shall withhold my reply to Mr until I
from you about this matter. Sorry to pass the buck, but
one could be messy if handled incorrectly.
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IGATIONS

5th November 1992,

Tele: I

Dea v NN

Please find enclosed the articles regarding the UFO sighting and
subsequent loss of a X5894 Lightning aircrsft (and missing pilot ?)

As I said on the phone, this case is currently being researched,
not only in this country, but overseas as well, and I shall keep

you up to date on any important breskthroughs, Please let me know
how you got on with your own enquiries, any help from yourself

would be grestly appreciated,

Yours Sincerel

Founder S,P.I.




&Y ‘-EP.! *PTAL
TELEGRAPH, Frid
i

. TONIGHT we start ‘our detailed ook at the events
leading up to the ditching in the North Sea of
Lightning Foxtrot 94, a single-seat fighter from §
Squadron at Binbrook whose final ﬂi?ht is at the
centre of one of the most puzzling aviation stories
since the war. Just what was it that its pilot, American
.William Schafner, was sent to intercept out over the
North Sea 22 years ago and why was he eventually
ordered to-ditch his aircraft off Flamborough Head

. rather than return to North Lincolnshire? Now new

D S s Vord o £ the chai information has been passed to the Evening Tele-

A3 X2 VO as one o & chail!

of Tadar stations whose tok 3 . grala_ph. PAT OTTER reports on a stoq you may not

was to spot unidentified aircraft . elleve... .

Vorth. Sea or the

i gap”. .

Remember, this 51nps 1970 when
the Cold War was at its height
and Russion long.range aircraft
made ‘regular ‘ sorties into the
North - Atlantic” and along the .
British coast to test the reaction *

%! of Nato fighters. . . .

%+ On this particular night, a radar
operator at Saxa Vord picked u

-+ the blip of an unidentified aircra

ivovers the North Sca halfway |

etween the Shetlands and Ale-

sund, in Norway. .

The contact was'monitored for

* scveral minutes at a stcnd{ slpccd

H .yof 630mph, at 37,000, holding
- altitude and on a south-westerly

¥ .Q heading. Then Saxa Vord noted
... the contact was turning through

HE chain of events
~*which led to the
: * crash of Lightning
L XS ~from b
Squadron  at RAF Bin-
brook and 'the disappear-
< ance of its pilot began at
. 8.17 on' the night of Sep-:
tember 8, 1970; in an
isolated building: on _the
Shetland Islands.’

MR
R

XS894 pictured at Binbrook In 1967. it was the first F§ Lightning
delivered to 5 Squadron.

The contact they had bcen

. 30 degrees to head due south, It
increased speed to 900m6:h {mach
-~ 1.25) and climbed to 44,0001t
7 Following laid-down proce-
ures, radar controllers at Saxa
Vord flashed a scramble message
o' the Quick Reaction Alert
th%\t at the ncarest Nato airficld,
-RAF Leuchars on the cast coast
+ of Scotland, not far from Dundce.
* There two Lightning intercep-
tors, which had been rcady on the

.‘ cJ- flight line for just such an alert,
. Nw " were scrambled and within
.- minutes were airborne and head-

1 ing out over the North Sea,
’ xl\er chcckin%,lhc position of
their tanker, a Victor KI1A, the

> Saxa Vord. So far it was a
i, routine scramble for what was
”'< then’ assumed to

*"reconnaisance aircrall _used to
g:t the nerves of the Royal Air.

ree.

i - But it was then that the radar
plotters on the Shetland Islands

. saw someth

<y which they found impossible to

: believe.

be 'a Russian’

Bear® or Bodger, the long-range -

ing on their screens

tracking at speeds and altitudes
consistent with modern Russian
warplanes turned through 180
dcﬁrccs on a duc north heading
and within seconds disappeared
off their screens, Later they cal-
culated that to do this its ‘speed

must_have been in the region of

17,400mph.
With the contact now gone, the
Lightnings were vectored south

--to rendezvous with the tanker

and remained airborne on Com.
bat Air Patrol.

During the next hour the

mystery contact reappeared

- several times, approaching from
‘. the north. Each time the Light. -
wo_fighters were guided north -

nings were sent north to inter-
cept, it turned and disappeared

again. -, . -
* By now two F4 Phantoms of

the US Air Force had been scram-
bled from the American base at
Keflavik in Iccland, They. had
much more sophisticated radar

. than the British Lightnings and -

were able to pick up the mystery
contact themselves. .

But when they, too, tried to get
close enough to’identify what was

‘with a second BM

b( now beginning to cause some
alarm to Nato commanders, they
found they were just as impotent
as the Lightnings.

The alert had reached such a
Ievel that the contact was being
monitored by the Ballistic Missile
Early Warning Syslem at Fyling-
dales Moor, ncar Whitby, along

WS in
Greenland. -

The information they were col-
lecting was relayed to the North
American Air Defence Command
at Cheyenne Mountain and the
US Detection and Tracking Cen-
tre at Colorado Springs.

In the meantime, the cat-and-
mouse game over the North Sea
between the Lightnings and
Phantoms and the mystery con-
tact was still going on. Then, at

+ 21,05 after the fighters had made

yet another abortive attempt to
get close, the contact vanished off
the radar screens. .

The Lightnings were ordered to
return to Leuchars while the
Phantoms were instructed to
carry out a Combat Air Patrol to
the east of Iceland.

BINBROOK ¢
COLTISHALL

Ty aees ey

The radar stations and alrbaas put on alert by the first cncls
. that night. B

Then, at 21.39, radar controllers
{)ickegi up the contact again. This
ime its speed was declerating to
1.300mph — almost the limit of
both the Lightnings and Phan.
toms — at a holding altitude of
18,0001L. It was on a south-west.
crly headinfi coming from the
direction of the Skagerralk, off the
northern tip of Denmark. :

Two more Lightnings werce
scrambled from Leuchars, and
were ordered to rendezvous with
a Victor tanker and then maintain
a CAP on a 50-mile east-west

front, 200 miles north-cast ol‘f

further Lightnings were ordered
into_the air from
Norfolk and, with another tank

. Aberdeen. As a precaution, two;
Coltishall in!’

on
to form a CAP 170 miles cast of ;|
Great Yarmouth. The contact.was; !

somewhere between these two
lines of supersonic fighters. '
While all this was going on,}

was in constant contact with

NORAD at Cheyenne Mounlain.;,
the Strate-, -

heard, ominously, that
ic Air Command [1Q at Omaha

]
|
]
]

RAF staff at Fylingdales, whi.ch',

. Nebraska, was ordening its .Bsit'
bombers into the air. :
It was an order which could:!
only have come from the highest: :
level. What had started as a .
routine sighting of what was'
believed to be a Russian aircraft,
had now reached the White, -
House and, Krcsumably. :
dent Richard Nixon. oo
ORAD was ftold by i’
officials at the Pentagon ;.
that a USAF pilot of |.
great experience was ;| -
presently on_an exchange visit |-
with the RAF and was stationed |
at Binbrook, the North Lincoln- *
shire fighter base a few miles | -
from Grimsby. . ‘i

Rapid inquiries were made and |
il was discovered the pilot wason |, ;-
the station and was, by coinci-; |
dence, “flight available™. :

At around 21.45 a uest was
made from a very high level |
within NORAD, through Strike, .
Command’s UK headquarters at, i
Iligh Wycombe, for RAF Bin-' 7%

< brook "to_send. Capt William' '} -
Schafer “if ot all ible” to join !

-.-the QRA Lightnings looking for: . :
the mystery contact. )

By this lime four Lightnings,

Dhant,

two F and three N A
were, :lreaﬁiyairbome and they 1
were joincd by a Shackleton

inloss, which was. ordered

rol on a north-south head-+

B

o from e Notth Liney
rom e No
“Nirfleld — fow




% William
‘5 Schafer
R ‘was  sit-
ting in’ the crew’
room of 5 Squad-
ron when the call

¢ Wycombe.

i The’ room  over.
tlooked the apron
where a line of silver-
-finish Lighlninﬁs
stood, illuminated by
the . hilih-mlcnsily
sodium lightling. The
crew room ilscif was
sparscly ' furnished,
.with ageing chairs -
which had scen better
days, a bar which dis-
penscd nothin
stronger “than blac!
Nescafe Jand walls’
adorned -with plaques
and ‘photoegraphs
donated by visiling

APTAIN F

came from High ~

1 Brian Mann

; =1 panicked
RAF and overscas air
force unifs.

Schafer was_still_in
his- flying suit, after
returming_carlier than
evening from "a- train.
ing sortie in one of the

" squadron's aircraft. He

is' remembered by
those at Binbrook as a
small, powerfully-built
man who loved to fly

<

1

1 ft)

N

i
R

INTERCEPTION

the single-seat Light.
nings, so different

from the new genera. -
tion- of sophisticated

aircraft then starting
Lo comne inlo service in
the USAF,

When the call came,
Schafer was  helped
into the remainder of
his flying . gear by
other & Squadron air-
crew, wentl out
through. the door,
turned right and raced
across the apron.

Two Lightnings in
the linc-up were vir.
tually ready for flight.
One, XS894, was in
the process of having
its fucl tanks topped
up and was already

<connected to a power

starter.

Schafer climbed the
steep ladder, hauled
himself into the cock-
pit, strapped in and

started the engines. e .

waved aside the
groundcrew, who were
expeceted to help carry
out the standard pre-
flight checks, ordered
the refuelling to stop
and failed fo sign the
regulation form signi-
fying he was happy
with the aircraft. -

It was armed with
two Red Top air-to-air
missiles, one of which
was live and the other
a dunmmny, and enough
Jomm  cannon shells

for a six-second burst. -

One of the men on

the ground crew at the -

time was Brian Mann
of Grimsby, who was
driving ong of the fucl
bowsecrs. He remem-
bers XS894 bring re-
fuclled at a rate of 150
gallons a minute when
suddenly the cngines
started. “The windows
on the tanker almost
went in. I panicked,
took the hoscs off and
got out of the way,” he
was to say later, "¢

r Mann_ remem-
bLered Schafer disre-

garding the grounder.
marshaller, who was .
the eyes and cars of"

the pilot on the

- a sheet of

ground, as he swung

NATO forces were being brought up to
full alert by a mystery object picked up |« -~ -
on radar over the North Sea, At first it
appeared to be yet another Russlan
alrcraft out to test the reflexes of
Allied air forces. But then the object
began behaving in a way which baffled
radar controllers. Nuclear bombers in
the United States were ordered into
the alr while the Pentagon decided that
its man-on-the-spot, an experienced
Vietnam veteran then on an exchange
visit with the RAF at Binbrook, should
take a look. PAT OTTER continues the

the Lightning round.
“His actions were
unorthodox to say the
least,” he said.

At 22.06 XS894
blasted off from Bin-
brook’s main runway
into the night sky.

. Those on the ground .

saw it disappcar with
g ! flame from
its twin tail pipes as

- Schafer used reheat, It

turned over the Wolds
and the last they saw
was its navigation
lights heading out
towards the
Sca. .

y now’ the
m ‘ystcr contact
which had led to

five Lightnings, two
Phantoms, three tank-
ers and a Shackicton
being scrambled over
the North Sca was
being tracked by radar
controllers at Staxton
Wold, which stands on
high ground overlook-
ing Scarborough.

he contact was fly-
ing parallct to the cast

* coast 90 miles cast of
* Whitb,

. 6,100t Y .
course for an intereep- ;¢

at 530mph at
— an ideal

tion by a Binbrook

" Lightning. S
‘What follows next is ~
drawn from what we -

story of the last fiight of Foxtrot 94.

North -

- soccer ball ...

have been told is the
official transeript of

the conversation

which took place
between Schafer and
the radar station at
Staxton Wold.

Schaler: T have visual
contact, repeat visual
contact, Over.
Staxton: Can you
identify aircraft type?
Schaler: Ncgalive,
nothing recognisable,
no- clear outlines.
There is ... bluish
fight. Hell, that's
bright ... very bright.
Staxton: Arc your
instruments  lunetion-
ing, 94? Cheek com-
pass. Over.
Schafer:
tive, GCIL I'm along-
side it now, maybe
GO0t off my ... It's o
conical shape. Jecze,
that's bright, it hurts
my eyes {o look at it
for more than a few
seconds.
Staxton: How - close
are you now?
Schafer:  About
4001t, he's still in my
three o'clock. Hey wait
... there’s something
clse. It's like a large
it's like
i's made of glass, - -
Staxton: Is 1t ‘part of

- the object or indepen-

dent? Over.

Schafer: 1t ... no

- it's_separate from the

main body ... the con-

- ical shape ... it's at

the

the back end,
end of the

sharp

. shape. It's like bob-

bing up and down and
going from side to side
slowly. It may be the

¢ power source. There's
" no sign of ballfstics,

_Staxton: 1Is there any
sign of occupation?
Over,
Schafer: Negative,
nothing.
Staxton: Can you
assess therate .. 7 .
Schafer: Contact in

" descent - gentle, Am

going with it ... 50
no about 701t ...
levelled out again.

Staxton: Is the ball

it

- object still with it?

cr,
Schafer:  Alfirma-

~tive, It’s' not actually -

connected ... maybe a

magnetic altraction to

the conical

Affirmas

NITROGEN dioxidc levels are 1o
Grimsby. Four sites will be surveyed as

be monilored jn
rt of a

m car national survey of air levels of thl::agas. gi

rimsby’s Public Health and Licensin;
e “recommendation

miltce approved ‘th
Bolton, Director of E:

Com.

and carbo!
greenhouse gases.
The results wi
gover t anti

Nitrogen dioxide, along with carbon dioxide
n monoxide, is one of the main

tal Services,

1 offer a judgerient on several

sources of nitrogen di

These have iuc'ludcgl the introduction of cata.-
lysts on motor vchicles, and low cmmission
burners on industrial plants which are the snain

de emissions.

The cost of monitoring will be between £500

and £600. A simple device to monitor emissions =,

will be installed at ecach sile. The tube will be

%

replaced each month and taken for testing. .
he need for Jong-term kc;slinu bg::amc ap_pan;llvl

aller a 1991 survey

concentrations were about 35 per cent greater

than in 1986.
“The levels are ver:

alarming.” said Mr Bolton.

“The results from Grimsby in 1986 were more

vironment.”

ever, a national policy
problem,” he added.

lypical of a rural rather than an urban en-

“Any increase since then is undesirable. How-

is required to solve the

New safety rules
lead to cutbacks in

Christmas lighting-

NEW safety regulations
are set to make sweep-
ing changes to
Grimsby's  traditional
Christmas  lights and
dccorations.

The Council’s Events

and Allotments Com-

miltee, which runs the .

town’s Christmas light-
ing, has already been
forced to spend an
extra £2,500 this ycur lo
meet the standards.
And_they could _be

“askéd  for the same

amount for the next
two years until all the
work has! been
completed, |

Undcr the new rules
the council needs new
transformers if it is to
put up lights in St
James Square.;

Victoria Strect will
be decorated as usual,
as the pedestrianisation
scheme was carried out
with_the regulations in
mind. -

But there will be no

——-Same amount- of -light.

ligi'hts this year on
Cleethorpe Road,
where they would hang
down oo low to com-

Iy with the regu-
ations.

One-off
Pierre Bibby,
Grimishy's Sport's and
Leisure Officer suid: I
we don't pay the onc-
= off amount this year,
there wouldn't be the

ing as in
years.”
The council’'s extra
spending means  that
the Chamber of Trade
must provide all the
funding for the charity
Christmas Fair.

previous

The commitiee also

heard that the tree pre-
sented to Grimshy b

the people of Trond.
heim will be moved
from St James' Square-
to Riverhead Square
and that there would
be no tree this year on
Hainton Avenue. :

‘Sorry’ driver
double drink

driving limit

SELF-EMPLOYED

Ulceby glazier John

McCann’s creatic driving carly one morning
attracted the attention of a police patrol, a court

heard.

And when they stopped him outside his South-
ficld Close home MceCuann (31), was unuble to
provide a breath sample, said Charles Appleby,

prosceuting. !

However a finther sumple taken at Grimsby

Pulice Station revealed

McCann, ut 83 megms of

alcohol in 100mls of breath, was more than double

the legal limit.
e was banned from

driving for 18 manths and

ordered to pay a £300 fine as wcll as £30

prosecution costs.

In court McCann said he had had a few drinks

at the home of a friend.

He said he would now have to employ someone .
Ao drive for him. . e i

I am very sotry for what has happened,” he

said. “I can’t afford for

it to happen again.”

y lan

There's a haze of light. -
= Ye'ow Lo it's within

- -mectings
nior seclion
t the Clecthorpes Win-

i
[
.
1
)




AT
‘minutes past 10 on
.the night of Sep-
tember- 8, 1970 a

= Bine.

'Ground crew on the
ght ‘line weré accus-
tomed ‘to ~Lightnings
.being ‘scrambled “in a
hurry: at any -time of
night or day. Binbrook,
after all,. was;a.front=
‘line fighter station and
its aircraft shared.

~ duty with other

precisely ” six_

I—'EATOTTER .

But there was some-

ﬂus scramble.. .
normal _for Q'RA

.craft to take off in
pairs. Two aircraft were

kept at.‘a state of

instant readiness at all
times ready -for just
-such--an ‘'emergency.
-But . on 'this - gccasion

of: the QRA ‘air

QRA . Then. there was the -
~— Quick'Reaction Alert manner of the take-off.
East - The pilot had raced out

Coast’ airfields to pro- ;from.the 5§ -Squadron

‘vide cover should an
‘unidentified - aircraft’
appear:, 0! d

crew:room, adjacent to:
the: ‘apron, and had
r “climbed aboard whil

S 4 were': $potted - b them!
3 Gnmsbyut:awle:: Rosss

v

. with the

“*enced jét fi

merook

‘q\

chec
7. were made .and,

?rocéss of bemg re--
uelled

He angnly ‘waved

'awa ound staff who -
thing different about askel&ggnm to si
- appro,

to
riate form
before all mili-

refuelling lxnes to be:
disengaged. .
And this was no ordi-

Anary pilot strapped into
e Mach .-~ ter)

-the cockpit of

Captam Schafner was .

“ever found.

. . More than a month .
. later the -wreckage of.
ound
on the sea bed by
divers.
# Despite earlier reports
“to! .the contrary, the @

the aircraft was
* Royal ‘Navy

cockpit was empty and

the canopy closed. Cap- -

tain Schafner had van-

ished.. Completely - and ‘

-2 interceptor. ‘His was -
‘Captain _ William -
chafner of the United

tes Air Force, who

s on his second tour™*
as an exchange pxlot .

chafner
was. a vastly

-with combat -time
hm

him. in Viet- . o

He had been at.

- No :pre-ﬂxgh

et

-for some :

ter pxlot -

spend only a very bn
. time: exan 1%
$894

mcxdent in-the- No

. returned.

responded initially - by -

.__promnsmg to help, but .

then. became very reti-
en.t'-- T 1. ;'".
% Similar_-inguiries - to

the United States

embassy and to the US

*=. Air Force at Alconbu?
ad-

proved also to be de:
ends. Calls were not
Contacts

were una ble.

-At this- stage I en
hsted the aid of Bob:
ant, then Narth
ch e Newspapers avi:
;ation. correspondent
close

Defence and sg nt
hours. on the telephone
to:pcontacts in:zth
»United : _States.

abmlu’el/ cerlain there

was.an official blanket..
f. secrecy over “the

events sx;noundm thev

but not® on’the i Barry yHalpenny:

e I was' to-encounsl f'nan ub)
a ""'teg?lﬂ\sr'erthe.next bridz d

~Normally elpfu
§press: contacts::at the

« Ministry .. of

lished:;amr

_were contacted

graph carried my own -
stg% of the mystery of* h

Subsequently we

“former airmen who had
both been at Binbrook
at the time and added."

- further ' fuel' to -the "grag

mystery be recalling
their-own memories of -

Sixteen years. earher

he had been one of the -
: crashr ;nvgstxgators who'

ok .to

by'two-",

No.

eeled ba
more ~of
surroundin
“and ‘the “disapf
of Captain’ Sh
- The" Evenmga;'rele-

of

what
he ‘believes: happened

that night. Some:has ¥
o dogged §.

anony)

determmed to. get to; cannog.;

‘the  bottom. of the.
~mystery- once'and for_’

&% e

ridged version o{u the ‘ﬁtowmzhp, linu-of rr

appeared in’
',r.ber' 1988, Auhe same ~%,'sto
Defence; ytime the-Evening Teles%:

. the: infbrmation ‘in his




T YT T — 5 — -1 clapsed ds Schafer
-] RADAR controllers . ae ST 4 Lt len to circle the F‘lnm )
| at. Staxton Wold, . [ : . . orough rarea~-along =
just south of Scar-:: I Sty W ; . with the Shackleton.
Wold‘klost ‘contact.i’[borough, had - 3 - :
with .\.Captadxn h grlded' tt'.leﬂ'-‘l?:“." - .
:Schafer}: o .iradar i |ping - je ghter”
-"operator, who had - :‘:m 9'"tbf°°k to
been tracking the . .|/ °‘“‘V;f?" ‘:"’"‘; R ’
" Lightning and the .}, 2¢: Wh¢ a
bi it ‘1 boen eluding Its Nato !rackers for almost four hours. The
‘mystery object i pilot, Captain William Schafer, a USAF pilot on an'exchange|
. had inter CePQEdnf “{'tour with the RAF, reported seeing something not contained|
atched :in . dis in any of the officlal aircraft recognition manuals. It was| ° of Binbrook, it appears .
belief." R conical In shape and incredibly, bright with what Schafer .the reason .for ; High:ai
- The lwo bup, on the .. |described as something like a-*soccer ball” {n Its wake, Wycombe's:.decision
screen; representing . | Then Schafer’s radio went silent. PAT OTTER contlnues the R W) feﬂl"‘ ‘tihnt U\: Ju
the ﬁglsxltcr] nmir lcls “’| story of the riddle of Foxtrot 94. : hoﬁ,‘ 'l;',j::%m:, b
arry, wly m . —
g::o"yoneﬁ'dgcclcm%cd - R 4., pated .during its. 1 -No,lt~ds the Weither begin to
rapidly’ from over ! ; R . T : Y“fh"y interception 1i: SABRE yet, N Andeteriorate: aid o>
.:»)OOmp funtil they . R oy e ] over the. _"115. . Dcithernian
ecame’’ stationar * - . v o e
he N l": - . o
gggo niab:rx?e;‘%uto;rr . H R t tﬂ::”;«e:.d{v:’: 3::‘ lapsed; - --- -+ - - lransmissions from the :
Alnwick., . - . ’ iy i o si’l“ k - G QL:~wrbeacons carried. by the ...
. . the aircraft:has su b
What _exactly hap- Broy. ; I r - . : ered _ radiatian - con: LTV Gver.s 2= pilot-and on board the .
pened “inside” the et i T -~ amination nlthough’""‘"s" . . aircraft and the official -
~ ground confrol centre. . tah e, I ey, . : . .some week¥nl a!er you? Ver. - reports say no distrcss R
at Staxton is_open to En o it Dol X when .. the- & is s, " flares were seen,
_conjecture.. But our’':, - B B4 O W OF R b Y t wis examine‘d" Wel Howeve the lbllow-
‘information is thatone 1 S W' LY - - & o . : brook, no tracé of con- - hi noy . nl day” thd’ Bvenin
suggestion was that the ™ S e tamination b thi s} atry. - Telegraph* Feborte
. two Lightnings then on ‘ ™ t’}:“"“"}:’" 4 ?{‘y 'l“g ver] © Se, - i7 T flaress
- Combat Airigl;lalrol ol‘{ . \ AR . . wilh A ara::'ounig: san waler o Sta on tcl you X cor- - ::%ql Ph‘:lg“G{:
.:Rgums °§¢" sent csgl}:fh ) TS ! . Bi iR e . . Staxtori} X fo T ¥ bhe ccnrp air- . trawler Rass K
" immediately but it was 3. ¥ ; d | A , air .cklcton. }Ics not ‘which® was .
cover-ruled by« the 'Y, .o ’ [ ) 2] '-, we can’ confirm , through ‘the;
senior fighter control- a » that./Hé must be in the [ ,Ough arcal had:poné to
- ler, who conéllm;‘cd L et -p Y R (oo gt }rnlg fine. I can bring her wat'errsmethﬁ_;.t' {hﬁggnt 2Bu ';’l e.v;eep;
{o re-establish con. -~ o - / Staxton: An stress
:?ct with Captain - ~ J N,M.“ . SIaxfon. Negahvsj 94.." signals' dr ares yet - were s deﬂ hﬂround
" Schafer in Foxtrot 94. ) ;xons..,um:-v conk, WAl How the loss was reported in . Irepeat, can you nc - Over.: h . “nothli '
o, Twetand a haH’ i \ " - . the Evening Telegraph and --: aireraft? Over., "'1, ';' s
_" fninutes afler the sin du :" [ A 7 Scarborough Evening News. - " Schafer: - Yeah -vs I: - "ot ’ Iegrn hilso :

.« blip*ten tl"xg ll'nu M o . ; TR in ; rcport.e ﬁt‘a
+ screen came a hait , T N q M o4 ! d L N
* started, to move (:illgam. :g‘;f‘}grt‘l;. hwm °;gﬁf§,‘i tug:: '?ga gesreesEr °"§71 g]‘?}c‘g%;ﬁaglmed sm:. Qscar. PR hteﬁ w:l of thﬁ lShack— Afe? gas,m- Bihl;\r:;l: vy
aga!'!'l‘craufgdrhg:mgmg B .around -Flamborough —dircctional’ instriments 1, 947 Qver. ., ~ m'sraxtoh. 94} ! ng. '.tgc‘: with ghiclon':}lc:lg. m;“:gd':or nGWs.ot.h er ]
‘to 9ooon . heading «- arc out, repeat ws. . Schafer: T, don't . you maintain Shackleton: - She's .. But the Minls of
"', south back to m-ds Thcn. Staxton Wold -Qver. know, It came in close " ci 4 . . There's ;8 fence were doubtful
. T . " Roger 94, ...Ishutmyeyes...I’". ShackictoniiAln éwake “where 8 ‘ “whether there wbu d 4 '
ith Captain Schafer. exccute nght turn, esti- - figure. I must've - tive GCI.'OvmI il no sign ol'lhe be any good ntws for pit.
Schater: GCI ... are !6\301:5 quarter turn. g‘l!zégl:l%ds out for a few ax T g il sgy agal n.,ch, he{. { l<_in|. think he . -3}
you '°°°"'"X’r‘7n9r¥’,§‘{iv; Y Schater:: Turmng s ,ﬂ, ad" éon“ oK .9 h o wedure o t -rlee 039 c op;ite{“'ﬁ‘:o out df the plane,” a
ud ‘and clear, NOW. . 8 i . ‘Over d tont A - Wh ,50
What is yo\':r éncm:';. Staxton: C""‘e fur: = At this stage " the++: Schafer: Desce : .on the way fron...,.has been foun e
& Over.
n tion? Over, \ »* Shatkleton = arrived Oy - Leconﬁeld“Are'"youwmm weeks latcr thc e
'5301119 w:.Schalor. Not.too: ‘over i Flamborough i { Wi G ﬁ ositive neyy: ’Mnln&Telegra re- ¢
mln‘i‘ h ood. . ‘I “ean't th]nk RS fansed. sign, lot. r,o-m- uuhnmselage +
g is) ha ; Sed.._1 iyl gug, sl hackleton: Notiing rthe nlrc been T i
. I feel kinda dizzy ... k He! g-ﬂ-ch.'The first"paks we
can sce shooling stars. [ E a d -
. 5 ;

%m%as;‘g noléd muhmeg 1

b T T i £ e e e e
A y _ : J '8 9" the ;
g;,';:,{;"s;gg:;- ‘35&, bring e f;',‘f’,‘ = Staxton:: ¥ A T ’Sellet h‘!‘lhs'bddy of

fuel state, 947 Over. . Over . corid  pass -..., but the pilot is sﬁll
SCh'fef'GAcbou'- Wﬂy . us:‘fm'b 4E5v vee Hold. : 2 shut the canopy? wreckn
er cen| ~ station, 94. Over.- . 2 L P
P Stex " Th: t .. Several minutes then ulling :a. tighty iy at's jwhat ° 'i‘el
one.. i { o et V8 ere s'thm 7mgeuwth
1 Slugklemmfﬁm gy ’{’ i? 5

e's float?

Roger,
FShaati” ,.’ﬁz;s,;:;”»ﬂ‘ it
e ;;‘m;::ﬁ"°~g§f§§ s -
Ja ¢ cene -and huw JN! :nd %gmt?d!ut‘;
E Check «your‘ SABREWM -malic searc] .

>rreceptions. ‘Over;(Notersr the
~"SABRE was the' search—=

and
Fled s byt &1
3:afrerew). &




THE 'loss of the Binbrook nghtnlng
and_its American pilot had simply
been reported as just arother. air
crash. by newspapers along the
north-east coast. of. England. Repor-

- ~-.regulan The

provid

. ters were’ used to handlin
hke thls, which occurred with some

front-page stories .for the *
o Grimsby Evening Telegraph and the

storles §’ Scatborough Evenlnﬁ'ﬂew}oﬁ" s§PW
tember 9,1970/-But-they-

-~ part of the story.

cludes. our. Investigatior

-Riddle of Foxtrot 94

ditching “of .XS894

he the North Sca. °
}\I(Esl\";gt:‘e ‘xr:cﬁz:gilf; "fhcorqcc!g? seat also scemed

‘wrong’ and there was a laler
Llifted from; thé'sea bed nmong the investigators that it was not
. nSOme- five miles off

the onc fitted to the aircraft when XS894
Flamborough Head, it was taken took off from Binbrook on its finai flight.

in 'somée sccrecy strmght to. RAI‘ '”‘°Y were cven given an assurance b
: Squa
Binbrook.: the 'OC of 5 Squadron that the scat ha d

.. Air-crashes |r; the North Scu in lhmc

nys were relatively common and much Interestingly, ‘an Evening Tclcgrabh
f:thel wreckage found *its - way “into ' reader, who was serving at Binbrook at -
rimsby. where often Evcmnﬁ Telegraph  the time, told us in 1988 that he recalled
hotographers were on hand. to record sceing an official report on the-‘crash
the-event. But not with XS894. ' which suggested that the seat was fault;
It was nlso common praclice for and this was why Cnp ain S faile

-una‘"ﬂ-

" There ls it furt]
informahon availnble. b 5
the night of Sep(ember 8, 19’10 [3
5\4: ir doughter-were walkingr
“along:t the ‘coastal ‘path:zat? |3
»Bay, :Noithumberland -t [
- almost oppasite tife point over the Northr °
Seca where Scharm‘ ‘made his interception
— when théy saw nd; card so;neﬂung

wreeked aircraft to be taken to the - to ciec!
MoD’s :Crash Investigation Branch at Bnan McConnell, a former sergeant at
Farnborough where detailed “ekamina-  Binbrook, said the cartridge ‘on the seat
lxons were carried out in‘an‘attempt o had- failed to fire -because sof fault f‘;
d _the cause’ of accidents. But this installation. However, this is very muc
dxdn t happen with XS984, at odds with the eye-witness account of
Instead the remains of the -pircraft,  the Shacklcton crew wha saw the canopy
. which was in remarkably good condition, - raised. Itad on attempt been made to
jwere taken stenight to Binbrook where it * fire it, it would have-been blown off. It
was plpccd behind what appears to have  also scems to confliét with'the account ;
?bceﬁ W Serice of shuucrs in the l'at corner  we; have been given of the order’ from’
- Staxton Wold to Captain Schafer to ditc!

weti winter's - day- at - Bi o Binbrook or land at Lecon
bellcf that they were about toi start a* few minutes’ N¥in, :
er, Sﬂ\:fcr has told

‘detailed » investigation ‘which,: in "turn, * ough. And, remem
would lead to the prepamtxon of a report : his ground ‘controlers- 94w
on -the ! incident “to. the Ministry of still smdling ine’’ and he had pleniy of
Defence, the” report bei ng used as the™ :fu
basis for an cventual in uiry inlo theloss ~* the few h

standby.: direc¢tion” indicator, standby
inverter lntnicqlor and the complete aux.’
g pancl from the starboard |

side of the cockpit below; thie voltmeter..
isswas ‘a: scrious bréach’.of reguln~-'
tions and, although. the. investigation -
team:swas>promised  the instruments
would relumcd shoruy. they never

cavered, their ji
The followmg day they wel

inlo the main office at Farnborough i
told in no uncertain terms the
to discuss any, aspec\ df the.ditchin
XS894, cven with their own families,
reason glven was simple
Security. -

Tbe lnvesligaton found ‘there ‘was a
revolting fusty smell in the cockpit while
the whole aircraft still had a slimy feel to
it l‘ollowing its monlh-long immcrslon in

.

‘first.
irs the im’esliga(ors ' shn.ll sensation,
ﬁlcy wers: ln for . weh; allowed to examine. the aircraft, - wor?e. You couid ac ually feel your ears

ol' thmlng XSBM. H ; u

bl t! emsc ves were constantly su .
'Tbcy were aslonlshed to ﬂnd many of. vi‘gd five civilians, two gt' thpeem
the cockpit instruments missing. ‘These " Am - 7
included the*E2B . compass,: voltmeter,

were ot - Staxtor Wolm

of watchin,

national

.1n a statement to MoD pers. Ny k

.dog kept. cocking ‘her head to°ong’ side_
5 growling. It seeméed impossiblo’ to:

tell l'rom which direction, thc noisc was’
. coming, -it scemed: everywhere. It lasted

- for maybe 10 to 15 seconds.

. “About five minutes later the eastern
sky lit up rather like sheet lighting, only
-, it took _about 10 sccorids to die down>’
ngnin. Over the following -three minutes: .
his - happened many times, tbut sthet:
“lightning’ was only vssible Ior - d
or two at a lime,

et the)
This was followed by u\at_awTul-’
only this time jt.was¢

C I ¢ g
1 and the logations fit in cxatt]

‘with -¢vénts going on- 80 Iniles south ‘at

k}hcy-conld hav;.' be;l:n
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I thought it would be useful if I wrote to confirm the points I made yesterday
vhen we spoke about the crash of a Lightning F6 aircraft, on 8 September 1970.

Following a number of approaches from researchers, who had heard stories that
this aircraft had crashed during an encounter with a UF0, I tracked down the
Aircraft Accident Report (AAR) for this particular crash. This document is
classified Restricted, as is the case for all AARs, and cannot therefore be
released. From my readlng of this document I can tell you that the Lightning
was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise the night
shadow1ng and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of the
exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. The Lightning crashed
into the sea while attempting to intercept one of the Shackletons. There is no
indication of any unidentified target having been encountered, and no reason to

suggest that there is any sort of UFQO incident in any way connected with this
tragic crash.

As I mentioned, I am trying to track down further papers relating to this
accident, in the hope that there will be an Unclassified Military Aircraft

- Accident Summary (MAAS), that I can release. Given the time that has elapsed
since the accident, there are no guarantees that I will be successful. I will
let you know what, if anything, I track down.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your own research.

YM' S 5[1/\66?0(




Director of Investigations

GRASSINGTON

- SKIPTON

NORTH YORKSHIRE

Secretariat (Air Staff)2a, ENGLAND

Room 8245,

: TEL.fFAX S
Ministry Of -Defence, : . .

Main Building,
Whithall,
London SW1A 2HB. 5. 11. 92.

pear R i

Pleased find enclosed the newspaper articles on the strange

circumstances surrounding Capt. Schafer and his lightening aircraft,
call sign Foxtrot 94.

I would be grateful if you could answer the following questions from
the files in your possession. Obviously within the areas of your
permitted release instructions, although after 22 years I find it hard
to imagine what 1is still secret about the operation. Unless the
aircraft did have an encounter with a UFO.

1/ Why was an American pilot scrambled to intercept the object, when
English pilots were on duty at scramble readiness ready to fly
identical aircraft from the same base.

2/ Why was the Llightening aircraft left in the water for such a long
period after crashing. Was there any fear of contamination from
whatever it had encountered.

3/ Why was the pilot ordered to ditch the aircraft when he told the
control that the aircraft was airworthy and had plenty of fuel.

4/ What where the findings of the enquiry -into the  the missing
pilot, particularly when the aircraft canopy was closed when

position. o

the aircraft was recovered and the ejector seat was still in

'



5/ What vere the findings of the enquiry regarding the amazing speeds
of the UFO tracked on radar in excess of 20,000 mph. P V

6/ Where their any electro/magnetic abnormalities

found when the
aircraft was examined.

I would be grateful for any answers

you could let me have which would
throw some light on this incident. = '

Yours Sincerely.
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Making sense of

lights in the sky

UFOS over Humberside are
not just the experience of
fighter pilots - - one
Bridlington mother is still
tying to make sense of what
she saw 20 vears ago.

After reading the Hull Daily
Mail's account of one of the
most puzzling aviation
stories of the century, Mrs
June Cooper recalled what
shesaw in 1970 - and is
seeking others who might
also have seen something,
but who have kept quiet
until now.

In a two-part feature the
Mail looked at events leading
up to the final flight of a
fighter plane before it
ditched in the sea off
Flamborough Head.

Mrs Cooper was in her
Queensgate home one
September afternoon about
20 years ago while her four-
yvear-old son Grahame was
plaving in the garden.

He came rushing in and with

By Hull Daily Mail

NEWS REPORTER

great excitement insisted
that his mum hurry out to
the garden to sec the strange
objects in the sky.

Mrs Cooper said: “When |
got outside I could see bright
things in the sky. But it
wasn't until I got out my
binoculars and had a good
look that they became clear-
“Through the binoculars 1
could see six saucer-like
objects. They were silver
metallic with centres like the
Jet exhaust of a plane. _

I was even more amazed to
see yellow and orange
swirling Aames inside the
centres."”

Just then Mrs Cooper's
telephone rang and she went
indoors to answer it. When
she got back to the garden
the objects had disappeared.
Mrs Cooper said: "I told my
husband and family what |

had seen, but none of my
neighbours were home when
it happened and I didn't
mention it to them.

*It is not the sort of thing
that happens in Bridlington.
so I didn’t want anyone to
think I had imagined it.
“But I know what [ saw. and
Grahame still remembers it.

. Feouldn't wait to read the

papers next day and listen to
the news, but there was no
mention of anything out of
the ordinary having -
happened in this area.”

Mrs Cooper's family forgot
the incident until she read
the Mail's story.

She added: “It brought it all

back to me and I could not

help wondering if the
incidents were connected.
“They both happened about
the same time. I would be
interested to know if anyone
else witnessed what | saw
that afternoon.”

ic Chest, in favour of the C

tries to help rur,
Mr Rog

o similarly-titled funds to
eas are hoping confusion
em will be dispelled after a

ewton. project officer with the
hity Council of Humberside said very
en in the past, the funds in the two chests

they existed,

“From now on, t

administgr

had remained unclaimed because
not know anything about the;

‘Cash for community schemes

GUARDIANS of tw
help rural ar
surrounding th
shake-up.

Humberside Community Chest and Hum-
conomic Chest were administered by
the Community Council of Humberside and
Humberside County Council respectively.

After a meeting last week, the coun
agreed to relinquish control o
unity Council,
in Howden which
mmunities.

ommunity Council will
funds. Both are aimed at
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seniea ook s me ey Al 1aSt, the sensational true story behi

the North Sea of Lightning
he chain of events which

Foxtrot 94, a single-seat fighter
from 5 Squadron at Binbrook
whose final flight is at the
centre of one of the most

N —— puzzling aviation stories since
PATOTTER the war. Just what was it that
its pilot, American, William
Schafer, was sent to intercept
out over the North Sea 22

led to the crash of
years ago and Why WaS. he . Lightning XS894 from 5
eventually ordered to ditch his Squadron at RAF Binbrook

. and the disappearance of
aircraft off Flamborough Head its plot pegan ot 8.17.pm on the night of

September 8, 1970, i i ildi
rather than return to North g,‘iptﬁ;“s}g;?anﬁ &1;’}}3% tsolated building
i ira? axa Vord was one of the chain of radar

.Llncolns.hlre ? Now new . stations whose task it was to spot
information has come to ||ght. unidentified aircraft approaching the
s . North Sea or the sensitive ‘Iceland gap’.
Pat Otter, assistant editor of Remember, this was 1970 when the Cold
hy : ar was at its height and Russian lone-
the Mail S sister paper, The rgn%\elz aiicrAaIit made r(elgullar sorties inigo
i H the North Atlantic and along the British
Gflmey Evenmg Telegraph’ coast to test the reaction of Nato fighters.
reports. On this particular night, a radar operator

at Saxa Vord picked up the blip of an
unidentified aircraft over the North Sea
halfway between the Shetlands and -
Alesund in Norway. .

The contact was monitored for several
minutes at a steady speed of 630mph, at
37,000ft holding altitude and on a south-
westerly heading. Then Saxa Vord noted
the contact was turning through 30
degrees to head due south. It increased
speed to 900mph (Mach 1.25) and climbed
to 44,000ft.

Following laid-down procedures, radar
controllers at Saxa Vord flashed a

" scramble message to the Quick Reaction
Alert Flight at the nearest Nato airfield,
RAF Leuchars on the east coast of
Scotland not far from Dundee.—'\\g&

~___TRUST
- TYREWORLD
N TO KEEP

PRICES DOWN

BXYIYVYVVV ON VYVVVVYY

R
SIS e Sy

g‘hgxg: two Lightning irtnlter}(l:egtoi" which
ac been ready on the flight line fQ) just
y-13) y... esrwamablad and ulithin

By ot baret~ seramac

' T e e - SMACE Chtun g Lie posiuon ol thenr ©
R ' : . — e g tanker, a Victor K1A, the two fighters
- G RE AT VAL U ET RES were guided north by Saxa Vord. So far, it

was a routine scramble for what was then

' assumed to be a Russian Bear or Badger,
T oNAR ECONOMY INDIA GOODYEAR the long-range reconnaisance aircratft
S mﬁ%{s STEEL BY DUNLOP 6T 70/80 used to test the nerves of the Royal Air
’ Force. -
’ it was then that the radar plotters on
135-13 9.90 /15.90/17.90| 23.90 But it was the

the Shetland Islands saw something on
their screens which they found impossible
to believe. ( _

The contact they had been tracking at
speeds and altitudes consistent with
modern Russian warplanes, turned
through 180 degrees on a due |)0rth
heading and within seconds disappeared
off their screens. Later they calculated
that to do this its speed must have been in
the region of 17.400mph. ) )
With the contact now gone, the Lightnings
were vectored south to rendezvous with
the tanker and remained airborne on

165-13 - [10.50 ;17.90| 21.90 | 28.90
165-13 12.90 1 18.90} 22.90| 30.90
175/708R-13112.90 | 23.90| 30.90 | 36.90
185/705R-13113.50 | 25.901 32.90 | 38.90
185/708R-14113.90 | 26.90| 34.90 | 40.90

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT

lle Combat Air Patrol. : : . , f‘
S iohtni form a CAP 170 miles east of Grt |
Lightnings and Phantoms on one hand The contact was som |
2 YEAR GUARANTEE tl and’[t‘lﬁgnmgft;{&cgagctth;v gsgrs;g]gsg}?;rég g:trvfine:‘rllt{lﬁesgetwo lines of supe;
METRO 1.0. 1.1 up to 89 ... 42.90 ::;;rsxtgeil;ecgggck:om, ' ?nade yet another abortive attempt to get flghters. ' ' , BAl
FIESTA 950-1100 up 10 '89 ' eared several times,  close, the contact vanished off the radar While all this was going on,
excluding front pipe .. 25.90 ;;?)l;gaching fromthe  screens. F‘yltngtial(ietsl»1 ‘I‘\II}SICK}ABE; ‘é‘h‘g';f]‘,,
NOVA 1000, 1200 up to ‘89 43.90 north. Each time the e Lightnings were ordered to returnto  contact w O haD 2t Cheyern
MICRA Rear box/Tail pipe ... 20,90 Lightnings were sent north to intercept, it  [eychars while the se———— 0 SR
‘86 turned and disappeared again. ) Phantoms were What had started as a Strategic Air Cor
ESCORT Mk 3 1.3, 1.6 up to By now two F4 Phantoms of the US Air instructed to carry out a ) A HQ at Omaha, Ni
ol fon s 37.90 i b R P OB S routinesghing of what  HSnate
CAVALIER FWD 1.6 up 1o / American base at Keflavik in . : evedlobea  bemmcimEie
excluding front pipe . 43.90 7 'tl;lheytlﬁderpi\tlicst}ll rﬁlf)grﬁétrs‘?r[‘)gsls;g;t‘igrgagg{e Then, at 21.39, rallar was belie was o orden wh |
an

controllers picked up the Russian aircraft, had now only have come fi-,

to pick up the mystery contact contact again. This time . highest level. Wh
themselves. ) its speed was L 300m0h reached the White !I-louse st§ rted a8 2 routi: |
hen they, too, tried to get close decelerating to 1,300mp sumab sighting of what +
gx?;u‘gheto ide%tify what was by now - almost the limit of both a'nd» pre' y_’ believed o be a 1. §
beginning to cause some alarm to Nato the Lightnings and President Richard Nixon. aircraft, had now :
E.g. Fiesta, Escort, Swerra, i commanders, they found they were just as Phantoms - at a holding . the White House
Cavalier, Astra, Maestro. 8 i impotent as the Lightnings. altitude (t)tfl 18,0(10ft1.y1t W 1S S presumably; Pres
INC / hed such a level that the  on a south-wester o Richard Nixon. :
: g}\lol.v £27-90 VAT 25 r’; Iglﬁt:é?r:v:: ctl)erfr?gc n?onitored by the heading coming from the direction of the NORAD was told by officials at 1
7% 7 Ballistic Missile Early Warning System at ~ Skagerrak, off the northern tip of Pentagon that a USAF pilot of g |
EN 7 DAYS % 20 7 Fylingdales Moor, near Whitby, along Denmark. ) experience was presently on an 1{
£ with a second BMEWS in Greenland. Two more Lightnings were scra g‘?led visit with the RAF and was stati
25, The information they were collecting was  from Leuchars, and were ord}e(le r?d then  Binbrook, the North Lincolnshi:
f £ relayed to the North American Air ) rendezvous Wltl)] a Vlcrtor (z}an ertawest base a few miles from Grimsby.
gg Defence Command at Cheyennle(_MO%ntatm lfnantlt%ra ?n?lésl n(:)rxl'tzllq-ae(;ls‘gxo% gi;se;deen. Rapid inquiries were made a;:d }
£ 1 the US Detection and Tracking Centre  front, ! h o iscovered the pilot was on the
X ﬁ‘ BOULEVARD SOUTH ﬁ?(Col]orado Springs. As a precaution, two further Lightnings dis
N ‘ =

over the North Se r isha and was, by coincidence, ‘flight !
i i tishall s, by coin ]

) : > cat-and-mouse game  were ordered into the air from Col d . . dence, flight
mé:.‘ % ne1 [\']n:tlhwﬂ .‘lh{,'c“lfeeﬂdtﬁe‘ in Norfolk and, with another tanker, to At around 21.45 a request was m|

- Tomorrow: Revealed - what Capt Schaf...f
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a very high level within NORAD, through
Strike Command's UK headquarters at
High Wycombe, for RAF Binbrook to send
Captain William Schafer *“if at all
possible” to join the QRA Lightnings
looking for the mystery contact.

By this time four Lightnings, two
Phantoms and three tankers were already
airborne and they were joined by a
Shackleton Mk3 from Kinloss, which was
ordered to patrol on a north-south
heading at 3,000ft, 10 miles out from the
east coast.

Binbrook's QRA Lightnings were being
held in reserve but it was decided to send
out a single aircraft from the North
Lincolnshire airfield — flown by Capt
Schafer. The Americans wanted one of
their own at the sharp end when it came
to cornering the mystery contact.

t precisely six minutes
past 10 on the night of
September 8, 1970, a
single Lightning jet
fighter took off from RAF
Binbrook.
Ground crew on the flight line were
accustomed to Lightnings being
scrambled in a hurry at any time of night
or day. Binbrook, after all. was a front-
line fighter station and its aircraft shared

sountered off Flamborough Head

QRA - Quick Reaction Alert — duty with
other East Coast airfields to provide cover
should any unidentified aircraft appear
on the radar screens.

But there was something different about
this scramble.

For a start, it was normal for QRA aircraft
to take off in pairs. Two aircraft were kept
at a state of instant readiness at all times
ready for just such an emergency. But on
this occasion only one aircraft took off.
And it wasn’t one of the QRA aircraft.
Then there was the manner of the take-off.
The pilot had raced out from the 5
Squadron crew room, adjacent to the
apron, and had climbed aboard while a
Lightning was in the process of being
refuelled.

He angrily waved away ground staff who
asked him to sign the appropriate form
required before all military aircraft leave
the ground and ordered the refuelling
lines to be disengaged. ]

And this was no ordinary pilot strapped
into the cockpit of the Mach 2 interceptor.
This was Captain William Schafer of the
United States Air Force, who was on his
second tour as an exchange pilot with the
RAF. Schafer was a vasily experienced jet
fighter pilot with combat time behind him
in Vietham. He had been at Binbrook for
some time and his wife was living on the
base with him.

No pre-flight checks were made and, as
bemused ground crew looked on, the
i.ightning taxied out to the end of the _
runway. turned and immediately took off,
using rcheat to gain speed and height

INUIT I Ol - by lll.\cl]”)l.‘(lll,‘\i fartus ANV itk
is fast becoming une of the great
aviation puzzles of recent times.

Early the following morning X$894
ditched in the sea off Flamborough
Head. The ditching was witnessed by
the crew of a Shackleton reconnaisance
aircraft. Flares were spotted by the
Grimsby trawler Ross Kestrel as
reported in the Hull Daily Mail. But no
trace of Captain Schafer was ever
found. ’

More than a month later the wreckage
of the aircraft was found on the sea bed
by Royal Navy divers. Despite carlier
reports to the contrary, the cockpit was
empty and the canopy closed. Captain
Schafer had vanished. Completely and
utterly.

Later the aircraft was recovered and
taken, unusually, to RAF Binbrook.
There it was kept under wraps in the
corner of a hangar.

When a team from the MoD's Crash
Investigation Branch arrived from
Farnborough they were permitted to
spend only a very brief time examining -
the wreckage of XS834. What they did
discover disturbed them. And wliat
happened later disturbed them even
more.

first came across the
mysterious story of XS894 six
years ago. An outline of the
story was related to me by
Barry Halpenny, an aviation
enthusiast and author who lived at the
time in Market Rasen, who was
researching for a book on aviation
mysteries at the time.
He suggested 1 dig out the cuttings on
the crash and look further into it,
There was more to the story of XS894
than met the eye, he told me.
I anticipated difficulties in
investigating a 16-year-old ditching
incident in the North Sea, but not on
the scale I was to encounter over the
next few weeks.
Normally helpful press contacts at the
Ministry of Defence responded initially
by promising to help, but then became
very reticent.
Similar inquiries to the United States
embassy and to the US Air Force at
Alconbury proved also to be dead-ends.

the ditching of Lightning Foxtrot 94 in September, 1970

er’s last flight

Calls were not returned. Contacts were
unavailable.

At this stage I enlisted the aid of Bob
Bryant, then Northcliffe Newspapers’
aviation correspondent and a man with
close links with both the RAF and USAF.
Bob was to spend weeks checking out a
story he found more intriguing by the
hour. He paid numerous visits to the
Ministry of Defence and spent hours on
the telephone to contacts in the United
States. But everywhere he heard the
ominous sound of doors being slammed.
He finally admitted defeat. But Bob was
absolutely certain there was an official
blanket of secrecy over the events
surrounding the crash of that Lightning’s
in the North Sea all those years ago.
Barry Halpenny finally published an
abridged version of the story in a book
which appeared in September, 1988.
Subsequently we were contacted by two
former airmen who had both been at
Binbrook at the time and added further
fuel to the mystery by recalling their own
memories of that night.

t was a story which puzzled and

intrigued readers. But, perhaps

most interestingly of all, it was a

story which grabbed the

attention of a man spending 10
days in a Cleethorpes guest housc. )
Sixteen years earlier he had been one of
the crash investigators who went to

[ - -

Binbrook to examine the remains of
XSW894. He was so puzzled by what he
saw and the treatment the investigation
team received that he was determined to
get to the bottom of the mystery once and
for all.

ow, four years on, he
believes he has peeled
back a little bit more of
the mystery
surrounding XS894 and
the disappearance of Captain Shafner.
1 now have a copy of his account of what
he believes happened that night. Some has
come from his dogged investigations.
Some from official documents he has
obtained. And some, most tellingly, from
what he maintains is a transcript of the
final conversations between Captain
Schafer, a radar controller at Staxton
Wold, near Scarborough, and the crew of
the Shackleton which witnessed the
crash. )
This is the story we are going to tell
tomorrow. The information in it is quite
remarkable.

. Our source has to remain anonymous and

we cannot corroborate all the information
in his report. What information we can is
certainly in line with the results of my
own inquiries four years ago.

All we ask you to do is to read our
stories carefully - and make up your

own mind.

R YRR

SKIPTON
THE

UMBER ONE

Money Observer's quarterly survey, as reported in the

October issue of the magazine, once again nominates Skipton

Building Society the all-round “Best Buy” for inlvestors.

It's the second time in just over twelve months that

we've taken the number one slot, a clear demonstration of our

’

long term commitment to 6ffering high rates, across all our

savings products, to all our investors, large and small.

For full details of our outstanding investment accounts

just call into our new branch at 68 Paragon Street, Hull, or, if it's

more convenient, simply call (0482) 226627, one of our customer

advisors will be delighted to help you.

SKIPTON

BUILDING SOCIETY
NO OTHER MAJOR BUILDING SOCIETY
WORKS HARDER IN YOUR INTEREST.

Hd PARAGON STREETYT. HULL,

HU: 3PW. TELEPHONE (0382) 226627

A MEMBER OF THE BUYLDING SOCIETIES ASSOCIATION
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PAT OTTER

aptain William

Schafer was sitting

in the crew room of

§ Squadron when

g the call came from

High Wycombe. -
The room overlooked the apron
where a line of silver-finish
Lightnings stood, illuminated by
the high-intensity sodium lighting.
The crew room itself was sparsely
furnished, with ageing chairs
which had seen better days, a bar
which dispensed nothing stronger
than black Nescafe, and walls
adorned with plaques and
photographs donated by visiting
RAF and overseas air force units.
Schafer-was still in his flying suit,
after returning earlier that evening
from a training sortie in one of e
squadron’s aircraft. He is
remembered by those at Binbrook
as a small, powerfully-built man
who loved to fly the single-seat
Lightnings, so different from the
new generation of sophisticated
aircraft then starting to come into
service in the USAF.
When the call came, Schafer was
helped into the remainder of his
flying gear by other 5 Squadron
aircrew, went out through the door,
turned right and raced across the
apron.
Two Lightnings in the line-up were
virtually ready for flight. One,
XS894, was in the process of having
its fuel tanks topped up and was
already connected to a power
starter.
Schafer climbed the steep ladder,
hauled himself into the cockpit, -
strapped in and started the engines.
He waved aside the ground crew,
who were expected to help carry
out the standard pre-flight checks,
ordered the refuelling to stop and
failed to sign the regulation form
signifying he was happy with the
aircraft.
It was armed with two Red Top air-
to-air missiles, one of which was
live and the other a dummy, and
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FLASHBACK to the Hull Daily Mail on
Wednesday, September 9, 1970, and a
report of how hopes were fading of
finding Amercian pilot Capt W Schafer
following an intensive search.

ELIEY B - SRR

NATO forces were being brought up to full alert by a
mystery object picked up on radar over the North Sea. At
first it appeared to be yet another Russian aircraft out to test
the reflexes of Allied air forces. But then the object began
behaving in a way which baffled radar controllers. Nuclear
bombers in the United States were ordered into the air while
the Pentagon decided that its man-on-the-spot, an
experienced Vietnam veteran then on an exchange visit with
the RAF at Binbrook, should take a look. Pat Otter
concludes the story of the last flight of Foxtrot 94.

enough 30mm cannon shells for a
six-second burst.

One of the men on the ground crew
at the time was Brian Mann of
Grimsby, who was driving one of
the fuel bowsers. He remembers
XS89 being refuelled at a rate of
150 gallons a minute when suddenly
the engines started. ‘‘The windows
on the tanker almost went in. I
panicked, took the hoses off and got
out of the way,” he was to say later.
Mr Mann remembered Schafer
disregarding the ground marshal,
who was the eyes and ears of the
pilot on the ground; as he swung
the Lightning round. “His actions
were unorthodox to say the least,”
he said.

At 22.06 XS894 blasted off from
Binbrook’s main n

runway into the
night sky. Those an
the ground saw it

£ | don't feel 100 Laere

It’s like bobbing up and down

and going from side to side

slowly. It may be the power

source. There’s no sign of

ballistics.

Staxton: Is there any sign of

occupation? Quer.

Schafer: Negative, nothing.

Staxton: Can you assess the rate
?

Schafer: Contact in descent

gentle. Am going with it ..... 50ft
..... no about 70ft ..... it’s levelled .
out agin.

Staxton: Is the ball object still with
it? Quer.

Schafer: Affirmative. It’s not
actually connected ..... maybe a
magnetic attraction
to the conical shape.
here’s a haze of

light. Ye'ow ..... il's

disappear with a good. | can't within that haze,
sheet of flame from ; ait a second, it’s
its twin tail pipes as think what has turn}n’gl,’ ..... coming
K liimed aer e happened ..... | o i

e . .
Wolds and the last feel kinda dizzy  action.....afew..... I
they saw was its ..... 1 can see can hardl.....

navigation lights
heading out towards
the North Sea.

By now the mystery
contact which had led to five
Lightnings, two Phantoms, three
tankers and a Shackleton being
scrambled over the North Sea was
being tracked by radar controllers
at Staxton Wold, which stands on
high ground overlooking
Scarborough.

The contact was flying parallel to
the east coast 90 miles east of
Whitby at 530mph at 6,100ft — an
ideal course for an interception by
a Binbrook Lightning.

What follows next is drawn from
what we have been told is the
official transcript of the
conversation which took place
between Schafer and the radar
station at Staxton Wold.

Schafer: I have visual contact,
repeat visual contact. Over.

Staxton: Can you identify aircraft
type?

Schafer: Negative, nothing
recognisable, no clear outlines.
There is .....bluish light. Hell,
that’s bright ..... very bright.
Staxton: Are your instruments
Sunctioning, 94? Check compass.

~ Over.

Schafer: Affirmative, GCIL. I'm
alongside it now, maybe 600ft
off my ..... It’s a conical shape.
Jeeze, that's bright, it hurts my
eyes to look at it for more than a
few seconds.

Staxton: How close are you now?

Schafer: About 400ft, he’s still in
my three o’clock. Hey wuit .....
there's something else. It’s like a
large soccer ball ..... ir's like t's
made of glass.

Staxton: Is it part of the object or
independent? Quer.

Schafer: It ..... no, it’s separate
Sfrom the main body ..... the
conical shape ..... it’s at the back
end, the sharp end of the shape.

shooting stars.)
L]

Staxton? 94?7 Come in
94. Foxtrot 94, are you
receiving? Quer. Come
in 94. Quer.
Just as the controller at Staxton
Wold lost contact with Captain
Schafer, a radar operator, who had
been tracking the Lightning and the
mystery object it had intercepted,
watched in disbelief.
The two blips on the screen,
representing the fighter and its
quarry, slowly merged into one,
decelerated rapidly from over
500mph until they became
stationary 6,000ft above the North
Sea 140 miles out off Alnwick.
What exactly happened inside the
ground control centre at Staxton is
open to conjecture. But our
information is that one suggestion
was the two Lightnings then on
Combat Air Patrol off the Scottish
coast should be sent south
immediately but it was overruled
by the senior fighter controller,
who continued to try to re-establish
contact with Captain Schafer in
Foxtrot 94.
Two-and-a-half-minutes after the
single blip on the radar screen
came to a halt it started to move
again, accelerating rapidly to
600mph and climbing to 9,000ft,
heading south back towards
Staxton.
Shortly afterwards, the single blip
separated into two, one
maintaining its southerly heading,
somewhat crratically, at between
600 and 630.mph and descending
slowly, the other turning through
180 degrees to head north-westerly
and vanishing at a speed later
calculated to be around 20,400mph.
While all this was going on, a
Shackleton MR3, which had been
on patrol off the Firth of Forth, was
ordered south to hold station
around Flamborough Head.
Then, Staxton Wold re-established
contact with Captain Schaler.
Schafer: GCI ..... are you
receiving? Quer.

TV
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Staxton: Affirmative 94. Loud and
clear. What is your condition?
Over.

Schafer: Not too good. I can’t
think what has happened ..... I
feel kinda dizzy ..... I can see
shooting stars.

Staxton: Can you see your
instruments? Quer.

Schafer: Affirmative, but, er .....
the compass is u/s.....

Staxton: Foxtrot 94, turn 043
degrees. Quer.

Schafer: Er ..... all directional
instruments are out, repeat u/s.
Over.

Staxton: Roger 94, execute right
turn, estimate quarter turn. Quer.

Schafer: Turning now.

Staxton: Come further. 94. That's
good. Is your altimeter
Sfunctioning? QOver.

Schafer: Affirmative, GCI.
Staxton: Descend to 3.500f1. Over.
Schafer: Roger, GCI.

Staxton: What's your fuel state, 947
Quver.

Schafer: About thirty per cent,
GCL

Staxton: That's what we
calculated. Can you tell us what
happened, 94? Quer.

I
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Schafer: I don’t know. It came in  was

close..... I shut my eyes ..... I any
figure I must’ve blacked out for St
a few seconds. ai
Staxton: OK 94. Standby. S¢
At this stage the Shackleton arrived ca
over Flamborough Head and began St
circling before XS894 was vectored Yo
into the area by the Staxton
controllers. bj‘
Schafer: Can you bring me in, St
GCI? Quer. "
Staxton: Er ... Hold station, 94. . St
Over. O
Several minutes then elapsed as St
Schafer was left to circle the di.
Flamborough area along with the n
Shackleton. cir
In the meantime, Strike Command St
HQ at High Wycombe had Al
instructed Staxton Wold to request O
Schafer ditch his Lightning off G
Flamborough. ‘S';

Although he had plenty offuel to

reach either nearby iLeconfield or ({’
his home base of Binbrook, it Yo
appears-the-réason for High Sc
Wycombe’s decision was a fear that D
the Lightning had somehow become
contaminated during its mystery thel
interception over the North Sea.

It may well be that the fear was that S
the aircraft had suffered radiatio H
contamination although some . oh
weeks later, when the wreckage St
was examined at Binbrook, there O
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no trace of contamination by
thmg other than salt water.

xton: Foxtrot 94. Can you ditch
craft? QOuver.

hafer: She’s handling fine. I
n bring her in. Over.

1xton: Negative, 94. I repeat, can
u ditch aircraft? Over.

hafer: Yeah I guess.
axton: Standby 94. Qver. Oscar

Shackleton: Negatwe We're
going round again, pulling a
tight one.

Two minutes later:

Shackleton: The canopy’s up .....
she’s floating OK ..... can't see
the pilot. We need a chopper out
here, GCL. No, no stgn of the
pilot. Where the hell is he?

Staxton: You sure he’s not in the
water, 77?7 Check your

O:e[r.t - ‘m gABRE receptions.
rackleton: 77. ' ver. (Note: SABRE
ser. The CaQOpy S F’Ip was the search and
1xton: 94 is she's floatlng rescue beacon carried
C.’"'t"& Ca_r:i you OK ... can't see v all RAF aircrew).
untain wide : Shackleton: Ni

cuit? Over. the pilot. We SABRE yet. No
ackleton: need a chopper ﬂargvs, either. Hang
firmative GCI. on. We're going

er. out here GC' round again.

1xton: Thanks 77. No, no S'gn of Another two minutes

mdby. 94, execute the pllOt Where clapsed.

ching procedure at Shackleton: GCL.

ur discretion. Qver. th.e hell is he? 3 Ovef. eron

hafer:' ’ Staxton: GCI. Quver.
scending now, GCI. Over. Shackleton: This is odd, GCI. T

veen six and seven minutes
| elapsed.
ackleton: He’s down, GCI.

Il of a splash he’s down in
e piece though. Over.

1xton: Can you see the pilot yet?
er.’

She’s sinking fast but ..... the
canopy’s closed up again. Over.
Staxton: Can you confirm pilot
clear of aircraft? Ouver.
Shackleton: He’s not in it, we

can confirm that. He must be in
the water somewhere.

ILLUSTRATION: Geoff Woolston

Staxton: Any distress signals or
flares yet? Over.

Shackleton: Negative, GCL
Going round again. Over.

Ninety seconds later the crew of the
Shackleton were back in contact.

Shackleton: She’s sunk, GCI.
There’s a slight wake where she
was. Still no sign of the pilot. 1
say again, GCI, we need a
chopper here fast. Over.

Staxton: A Whirlwind's on the way
from Leconfield. Are you positive
you saiv no sign of the pilot? Qver.

Shackleton: Nothing GCI. The
first pass we assumed he was
unstrapping. He must have got
out as we went round for a
second pass..... but why shut the
canopy? Over.

Staxton: That's what we were
thinking. Maintain patrol 77, he
must be there somewhere. Over.

Shackleton: Roger, GCI. Over.

Shortly afterwards the search and

escue Whirlwind from nearby

Leconfield arrived on the scene and
began a systematic search of the
ditching area. The aircraft were
shortly joined by lifeboats from
Bridlington, Flamborough and
Filey as the weather began to
deteriorate.

The search continued well into the
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Today, we reveal what happened when contact was finally made

ht, very bright

next day but there were no
transmissions from the beacons
carried by the pilot and on board
the aircraft and the official reports
say no distress flares were seen.
However, the following day it was
reported flares had been seen about
10 miles offshore and the Grimsby
trawler Ross Kestrel, which was
passing through the Flamborough
area, had gone to investigate but,
even though more flares were seen,
she found nothing.

It was also reported that Captain
Schafer's wife was at Binbrook
waiting for news of her husband.
But the Ministry of Defence were
doubtful whether there would be
any good news for her. “I don't
think he got out of the plane,” a
spokesman told a reporter. “No
wreckage has been found.”

hree weeks later it
was reported that
the fuselage of the
aircraft had been
located on the
seabed and noted that the ejector
seat was still intact “giving rise to
the belief that the body of the pllOt
is still in the wreckage.”
On October 7, it was reported that
divers from HMS Keddleston had
inspected the wreckage and said.
Captain Schafer’s body was still in
the cockpit.
When the wreckage of XS894 was
finally lifted from the sea bed some
un Crashes i ine Novuy wee
those davs were
relatively common and
much of the wreckage
found its way into
Grimsby where often
photographers were on
hand to record the
event. But not with
XS894.
It was also cor-mon
practice for wrecked
aircraft to be taken to
the MoD'’s Crash
Investigation Branch at
Farnborough where
detailed examinations
were carried out in an attempt to
find the cause of accidents. But this
didn’t happen with XS984.
Instead, the remains of the aircraft,
which was in remarkably good
condition, were taken to Binbrook
where it was placed behind shutters
in the far corner of a hangar.
A team from Farnborough arrived
one wet winter’s day at Binbrook in
the belief that they were about to
start a detailed investigation
which, in turn, would lead to the
preparation of a report on the
incident to the Ministry of Defence,
the report being used as the basis
for an eventual inquiry into the loss
of Lightning XS894. But they were
in for a surprise.
They were astonished to find many
of the cockpit instruments missing.
These included the E2B compass,
voltmeter, stand-by direction
indicator, stand-by inverter
indicator and the complete
auxiliary warning panel from the
starboard side of the cockpit.
This was a serious breach of
regulations and, although the
investtgation team was promised
the instruments would be returned
shortly, they never were.
The PJCC(OF seat also seemed to be
‘wrong’ and there was a suspicion
later among the investigators that
it was not the one fitted to the
aircraft when XS894 took off from
Binbrook on its final flight. They
were even given an assurance by
the OC of 5 Squadron that the seat
had not been tampered with. But
some of the investigators were not
convinced. ]
Interestingly, the reader, who was

- discovered, their job was over.
The following day they were all

& About five
minutes later the
eastern sky lit up
rather like sheet
lightning, only it
took about 10
seconds to die

down again.
L

point over the North Sea where
Schafer made his interception -
when they saw and heard
something strange.

“We had been walking for maybe 10
minutes when we heard a very
high-pitched humming noise,”
later said in a statement to MoD
personnel. “It seemed impossible to
tell from which direction the noise
was coming, it seemed everywhere.
It lasted for maybe 10 to 15 seconds.
“About five minutes later the
eastern sky lit up rather like sheet
lightning, only it took about 10
seconds to die down again.

Over the following three minutes
this happened many times, but the
‘lightning” was only visible for a
second or two at a time. It appeared
very similar to the Northern
Lights. The whole spectacle was
completely silent.

“After two or three minutes there
was another flare-up of ‘sheet
lightning’.

This was followed by that awful
shrill sensation, only this time it
was worse. You could actually feel
your ears ringing.”

The family called in at the local
police station to report what they
had seen and heard. Their’s was
one-of many similar reports that
night to both the police and the
RAF at nearby Boulmer.

The time and the location fit in
exactly with events going on 60
miles south at Staxton Wold and
they could have been watching
some kind of natural phenomena.
Or there could be another
explanation. What do you think?

¥ v oS e gt W
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serving at Binbrook at the time,
told us in 1988 that he recalled
seeing an official report on the
crash which suggested that the seat
was faulty and this was why
Captain Schafer failed to eject.
Brian McConnell, a former sergeant
at Binbrook, said the cartridge on
the seat had failed to fire because of
fanlty installation. However, this is
very much at odds with the eye-
witness account of the Shackleton
crew who saw the canopy raised.
Had any attempt been made to fire
it, it would have been blown off. It
also seems to conflict with the
account we have been given of the
order from Staxton Wold to Captain
Schafer to ditch his aircraft rather
than attempt to return to Binbrook
or land at Leconfield, only a few
minutes’ flying time from
Flamborough. And, remember,
Schafer has told his ground
controllers that XS8%4 was still
handling “fine” and he had plenty
of fuel left. During the few hours
the investigators were allowed to
examine the aircraft, they
themselves were constantly
supervised by five civilians, two of
them Americans.

At the end of the day the
investigation team was told curtly
that as nothing useful had been

called into the main office at
Farnborough and told in no
uncertain terms they were not to
dlSCUSS - any aspect of the ditching of

mystery ()I XSB?M
poes cold. Well,
almost.

There is just one
further item of
information
available. On the
night of September
8, 1970, a couple and
their daughter were
walking their dog
along the coastal
path at Alnmouth
Bay,
Northumberland -
almost opposite the

they
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Jelephone . (Direct Dialling) 071-21-8, '
{Switchboard) ,>‘9,7V1:,2,1-83§11)69‘- B T

~ S (Fax) vt 071-21-8
Your reference
) o Qur reference :
Batley '- _, ' D/Sec(AS)12/3
West Yorks ;‘ : Date

B 2 November 1992

Your letter dated 20 October to RAF West Drayton, in which you asked about the
crash of an RAF Lightning on 8 September 1970, has been passed to this office.

I have done some research into the loss of the aircraft, and have discovered
that it was taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise
the night shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of
the exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. The Lightning
crashed into the sea while attempting to intercept one of the Shackletons.
There is no indication of any "unidentified aircraft" having been encountered,

and no reason to suggest that there is any sort of UFO incident in any way
connected with this tragic crash.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.

/
p

Y;wrj g;p\(t'/fﬁ(] ;




::::”!;rkahire. | NE] “ } ORK
Erglond WD - '

Date: 20.10.92.

Dear Bir,
1 wonder could you help me with some information. I am attempting to research
an incident that tock place on '.Sept.enber 8, 1970.

The incident in question involved an RAF Lightaing jet from RAP Binbrook
 plloted by Captain. Villiam Schafmer. The aircraft, XS864, a Lightnisg FS, was
Foxtrot 94 on the evening in quastion.

0= tkz sveming ia guestion (Gctober 8, 19700 unfortunately the aircraft piloted

by Captain Schafer crashed after being ‘ordered’ to intercept an “unidenmtified
aircraft® picked up on radar by Saza Vord amongst others. A number of ather
aircratt were also involved as well as other defence astablishnents.

I would therefore like to Téquest any arit_i alll‘ data that you hava on this
particular incident, ' :

Yours Sincerely,

bt h L ev— ey
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Your reference

H Brighouse . . Our reference
West Yorks . _ : D/Sec(AS)12/3
) Date

21 October 1992
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Thank you for your letter dated 15 October in which you asked if we had any
material relating to an alleged UFO incident that occurred during 1970.

Regrettably, if we had received a UFO report, the appropriate file would by now
have been archived, and sent to the Public Record Office, where it would be
covered by the 30 year rule, and not be available for viewing until 30 years
after the last action was taken. Although it does not help:in this instance,
you will wish to be aware that all UFO reports (even if they were made by
pilots) should be submitted to this office. I have certainly not heard this
story before, and ‘have come across no references to any such incident.

Vhile we do not have a UFO report, I have been able to trace'information
relating to the loss of the Lightning aircraft. The aircraft concerned was
taking part in a Tactical Evaluation Exercise designed to practise the night
shadowing and shepherding of low speed targets. For the purpose of the
exercise, the targets involved were Shackleton aircraft. There is no indication

of any UFO sighting having occurred, and no indication of any unusual or high
speed contact.

I hope this is helpful, and I wish you luck with your research.

meri | $in cefo{




West Yorkshire =

15/10/92

Dear N

Having been directed to you as one who deals with UFO reports I wonder
if you can help with my enquiry.

My enquiry concerns a UFO sighted and tracked by the RAF during 1970,
The details are as follows:

At 20.17 on the night of September 8th 1970 radar operators at Saxa
Vord picked up an unidentifed target travelling south west. Thinking
this was an ordinary intrusion by Russian 'planes they scrambled two
Lightnings from RAF Leuchars. As the 'planes were vectored onto the
target in accelerated to approx 17,400 mph and vanished from the
screen., Hardly the speed of anything flying at the time, I'm sure you
will agree. Two F4 Phantoms were then scrambled from the USAF base at
Keflavik in Iceland. These also failed to locate the target, despite
having radar contact.

Eventually a Lightning was scrambled from RAF Binbrook in Lincolnshire
and vectored onto the target by radar controllers at RAF Staxton Wold.
The Lightning, number XS894, left Binbrook at 22,06 and managed a
visual contact with the object, now off the Yorkshire coast. The
Lightning pilot described the object as a UFO, being too bright to
look at easily and of a conical shape. As he closed on the object it
turned toward him and all radio contact was lost. The Lightning was
later found on the sea bed of Flamborough Head.

. As the details of time, place etc are so specific perhaps you could

let me know anything else which exists on file about this case. If
perhaps the information would be elsewhere as the UFO sighting was
made by a pilot then perhaps you could forward me the name and address
of the correct person to approach. I look forward to receiving your
reply and hopefully further details about thlS fascinating, and
obviously well-documented case.

Yours incer




The guee acltnd
i e B gudje
dfllllll'uh
pﬂ AL E70 .
AR wil mﬁ b
Wu&,’ , W
el
an e M éﬂ fhex

of -

“ e e e e i e o+ i e e e b s
e e e Y A

¥ Y 1552 . o
On several occesions,AHE 3”3né AHB 5 07 10,22,

have been very helpfull {c me.You will probably reczll from my file,
that I am a former PR I/0 MoD (RAF;)I still take & profound interest in

the RAF and it's reserves inm which I served for many years.
> 3T

Currently,l’ am secking information which nas confused
me for many years.Noq that East-Yesi political relations have "ezged”
according to general information,perhaps you could give me lots of informati:

on the Lightning Interceptor Fighter No.XS894,which took off from

RAT Winbrook during 18702 It was pilloted by en American Captein by the

&

et &0

name of Schafiner or Shaefner.Be was on exchange from the USAF;o

"

verhaps
secondment.] would like as much as is kxnown/permissit

i
to write a bit zbovt it sometime.Actually,l vaguely »
%

but haé¢ nothing to say =bout it.The month was--Seprtember, Ferhaps you

o
nlso give me a USAF adéress in tha$ I may obiain another view of it?

I am also seeking information on vwaich <A? station itrained
eir gunners during the second year of the Xorean ar (Srmsrfency)Vaybe 1t

wes the one near Blackpool which was also a Driver's School

Finally.Could you please tell me which RAP squadron went to

Korea and Japanj;also what type of Dombers/Pignters it had.Tat was its home
0

basze,also the Japanese and Xorecan bases?l s 2lszo leoking Tor some sircrew
t

7¢ laet corresponded Suring Peb,1590.,Ref:D/AHB(RAF)E/1.
I am now 63 ycare of age,but I wish I was ycung enouga to enlist with AHE.
Such History would put me in my nztural element.Cne ¢2y,I may want to know
about the early W1 signals sjstem,and the rafio zeis which were used,buvt

that may come later as "enough is enough” for both of us.] am willing to

i
pay for the research of information,Thank you for your pas¥ help

-

T ourg sincerely.

AMB3, RAF., — | m L{D




e . LIGHININGT{CATE, CATS)?

DATES:: 70 ! .-
SUSG. :REPQ  XSa94? 1 kits ‘ v : Ta
SORTED av:~nA,w_ 5
ICENTIFICATION . e !
ACCIDENT CATS ACC. NO, : 70:0034 .  SUMMARY,
OgSEP70 TIME: 2142a USN: BINVIAN7O BBL2N DO, Coeww 2ubalify. Durwn) axercise. TACEVAL.
LIGHTNING Fé& TAIL NG. : XSy94 During 2n itnvarcaazion, Law *lywnqg, :
5 saGN BINGROOK

At nigne. 170FE. Ghk, !
SAFETY EMERGENCY EQUIP Ejection 3a2ak, Parss

abpandanmenrw,

THE SGUADRON COMMANGER CLEARED THE PILOT TQ PARTICIPATE IN THE TACEVAL, I
. THEREFORE, N THE DBELIEF THAT HE WQULD NOT BE INMVOLVER IN A SHADOWING OR !
SHEPHERDING MISIINM. GNKNGWM T THE STATION AMD SQUADRON, THE TACEVAL TEAM ;
HAD JUST CHANGED THE ZARERCISE SCENARID FROM NORMAL. TMTERCEPTIONS TD ’
INTERCEPTICK, CR SHADOWIMG QR SHEPHERDING DN S5L0W SPEED LOW FLYIMG TARGETS.
THE TARGETS 4YERE SHACKULETIM A\NG FLYIMG AT L&0 KNOTS, AND AT THE MINTMUM
AUTHOR ISED FELONT OF {500 FEET AS SPECIFIED [N GROUP URDERS. THE PILOT TOOK |
OFF AND WAS STTILL. UMAWARE OF THE TYPE CR HEIGHT QF HIS TARGET. HE WAS TOLD
TO ACCELERATE TIWARDS THE TARCET WHICH WAS =8 NMS AWAY. AT 20392 THE PILOT
ACKNOWILLSDBED THSTAUCTIONS. HE WAS QIVEN VARIDUS ALTERATIONS TO HEADING
UNTIL HIE AMRCUMEED THAT HE WAS IN CONTACT WITH LIGHTS JUT WOMLD RAVE TO.
MANOEV/RE TU S DLW, HIS WIILE SCUNDED STRAIMEDR AS THOUGH HE WAS
AFTZECTED 2Y ‘6. AT 20412 THE a¢ WAS SEEN BY THE OTHER LIGHTNING PILOT., WHO |
HAD JMST SROAEN AWAY FROM THE TARGET, TO BE ABQUT 2,000 YARDS ASTERN AND :
SQO 3 1A% STET ANGUE THE SHACKLETOM, IM A PORT TURN. . THE SHACKLETON CREW
THEM S3AW THE AN, APPRARENTILY YERY LOW. WHEM AT 2042Z THE LIGRTMING PILOT :
. FALED TC ACKNCILEINE IMSTRUCTIONS, HE IMSTITUTED EMERGENCY PROCEDURES, ‘]
HOMEWT, HE ZIPEHIEMCED DIFFICULTY IN MAKING CONTALT WITH THE BHACKLETON I
BESLWER ME 01D M0T HAVE (MEDTATE ACCESS TO 243.0 MHZ. AN IMMEDIATE AR '
‘ SEARCH 3Y THE TARGET SHACKLETON, AND SUBSEAQUEMT AIRASEA HEARCH THE 1
|
|

CL: AIRCREW FACTOR

Jatachad, Distracticn. Aircraft Flew inko ground. EJection

‘ ) FOLLOWNIR DAY FATLED TO DETECT AMY TRACE OF THE A\C OR PILDT. FROM
: CALZIMLATIING PROVIDED BV TRE 331 AMG EXPERT SOURCES, A SEARCH 8Y A RN .
; MIMEZWEZS IR "IMATED" THE WRELAAGE NEARLY 2 MONTHS LATER, THE A\C WAS IN A

; SOMPLETR 3TATZ EXCENT THAT THE PGRT WINMG HAD BRGKEN OFF’AND BUCKLED UNDER THE i
i FUSELAGE, AvlD 3NME FUSEILAGE PANELS WERE MISTING. THE COCKPIT CANOPY WAS . 1
. ATTAGCHED JUT - IGT <

THE WRESAAST SHIDWES THAT THE AAC HAD STRUCK THE SEA AT A LOW SPEED, IN A

TALL-DCUM ATTITUDE WITH A W [MIMAL SATE OF DESCEMT. IT APPEARED TO HAVE

PLAMED ¥ THE SURFACE. aMD COME TO/REST COMPARATIVELY SLOWLY. BOTH

| . TISROTTLZS WERE (M THE REHEAT GATES. THERE WAS A NOSE-UP TRIM QF & DEG, <

| N MAS WP, FLAPG GGWM AMD AIRDRAKES OUT. THERE WAS NO SIGN OF FIRE OR ; |

! v'P-Js:cN AMD EAPENT EXAMINATIGN REVEALED ND INDICATION THAT THE A\C WAS ;

| ITHER . THAM SERU(CEABLE AT {MPACT, ;THE 30ARD CONCLUDED THAT A COMBINATION - '

‘ » ar a nIFFtcqu TASK IM RUSHED CISCUMGTANCES AND LACK OF TRAINING IN THE LoW ‘

1 SPEED VISIGENT MID SHEPHERADING TECHMICUES, LED TO A STTUATION WHERE THE

L PLLIT FAILIN 70 ~OMITOR THE HETSHT OF HIS ANC WHILST SLOWING DGWM AND ;
' AR I KIS TARGET, AND THAT HE HAD IMADVERTENMTLY FLOWN HIS A\C INTD THE \

CLIEED AND THERE WAS NO SION GF THE PILAT. EXAMINATION OF \

3TN THE PILIT aaD ATTEMPTED TOeAESOVER THE SITUATION 3a¥ SELECTING REHEAT,
Wi FAlLER TS TARE EFFECT, YWITHY THE A\
rargn jraun
AlrTraew avvar,
SOARTLINTIAM] Gautned,
i
|

WIITRINTRD

TAIL SKIMMING OM THE WATER.




Q.:.. G LIGHTNING+(CAT4, CATS)?

: DATES: 70
SUBQ. :REPQ XSB947 I alts '
SORTED. BY:
IDENT IFICATTON
! accroent CATS ACC.ND.: 70:00%4 SUMMARY (COMTD 3
O8SEP70 . TIME: 2142a UIM. BIN\J\\70 Prabably waint,
LIGHTNING F& TAIL MO.: XS894 lLace of shitl.
3 SGN BINBRQOK insnsquvata ord2rs ov brieding,
CL: AIRCREW FACTOR SAFETY EMERGENCY £0U1S Teror of skoll,
o ,
) PR !
1
o Vi T ‘
- i
. : : T Ty
T
| HFIe fe R
i
‘ ,
i
|




i A A

| _..._--nghtnlng F6 Xs894;
. .b'Squadron .- -
.8 September 1970 | |
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Mirorafts Lightning Mk F6 XS 894
 Crew: _ : One T -
Sorties Tactical Evaluation f‘;zercise = Night R :'!
Shadowing and Shephe::aing of Low Speed. A
Targets . : E
Casualties: One killed L .'.‘ f
Areraft Demage: Category § -7 R 7y
Tnit: | No 5 Squadron, BAF Binbrook t
+ ciroumstances - e T L

"ROYAL AIR FORCE L
V-~ LATRGRAFT ACCIDENT R EPORT

- Date: N 8 September 1970

. s AR e T

1. Y¥o 5 Squadron was participsting in a Strike Command Tactical Evgluation

(’I!ace‘val) exercise st RAF Binbrook. The pilot of the a,cciden‘i; aixcrai't wag a
USA’E‘ exchange of fioer whose experience included two tours of duty on USAF F102
a.ll woather. f:.ghter elrorafty. Fe had accumlated 121 hours on Idghtning '

-----------------

>
- mem sy

'.Ehia wasg en unusually short penod but the category was ,juatified by h:.s USAF . 4

Texperience &y squadron pilot and 00U ingtructor, and by’ hig results In’ simle:bor

., training and dusl flylng tactical and weapons checks on the I-igh'kning Tae - _3 S

linitation on his operational status was due to his need for further 'braim.ng in.
maximm effective use of the Lighining weapons system and because he had not ‘
yet met the requirement for full vigident missions, he had completed only two of
the specified three phases of preparation., In consequence at his. stage of
training et the time of the accident he would only have been clesred for

. shelowing snd shepherding tasks with the target in full visusl contact. fThe

J L A1 JUR
: Paat

Squadron Commander cleared the pilot to participate in the Tace'val, therefore,
in the belief that he would not be involved in a shadowing or shepherdi.ng -
migsion., L

-
»

2. On the day of the accident the pilot was ordered to hia aireraft at 18342 :
hduzs, and, after waiting on readiness, was scrambled at 1947Z hours. XHe '

' sta:c'haﬁ taxying, howsver his scramble was cancelled and he was oxdered back to .
dispemsal. On returm he ordered fuel only and-mo ‘tumround servicing. Aocordﬁé- :

- RESTHICTED
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a 'l:he turnrmd, howerver, before it was oomple'bed he called for eng:lne starting, -
failed to slgn the serviecing certificate and fexled out at 20252 hours.. 4s he
: entered the mmway the metal h::mroun& board and attached servieing ce:ct:.flcate

fell off the alromaft, -

I

2

3 Unknown to0 the station and aquadron, the Taceval team had Jjust changed the
. exeroise seenario from mmal intercep‘b:.ons to interception, or shadowing or- .
; ghepherding on glow speed-low flying targets. The ta.rgets were Sheckleton ‘
: pivoraft flying at 160 knots, and st the minimm au‘hnorised heignt of 1500 feet x
as gpecified in Group Orders. The minimum speed for Lign‘hm.ng aixc::aft for

* yigident practices is 200 knots, which was not specified as an orxder, tut was

' referred to in the Lighining squsdron training syllabus. The myllsbus made no
reference to shadowing or shepherding techniques. - &a&ow:i.ng and shepherding are
: however included in the war task of nghm.ng squadmns and, thus, were
’cheoretically sub;}eot to Taceval. -

------------

' " apparently very low. The MRS Chief Controller had sppreciated that this was a

b4 " The pilet took off a’c 20302 and was ordered to climb ’co FL 100; he was ~ =7
“B'bill wnaware of the type or height of his target. He was_ harded over to the

i
i-

.
P T I R

e o et o v— e Sai A8y

' MBS and was given in & short space of time, the QWE, and height of target (15500 .

‘ ft) s and a chadowing task with target speed of 160 knots. He was told to
© aecelerate towards the target which was 28 nms away. At 20392, the pilot
ecknowledged instructions fo accelerate to Q.95M to effect a rapid take over
" from another Lightning, this in a tone of suzpﬁ.sm Ee was glven Vazicué
. slterations to heading until he ammownced that he was in contact with lights but
‘ would have to manoeuvre to elow down; his voice sounded strained as though he was
| affected by 'G'. A% 2040Z the MRS broadeast that the Controller was being
! changed; at this time the Lightning was turning port at sbout 220 kmots. A%
; _204.12. the aireraft was seen by the other Lightning pilot, who had just broken .
~:$;:js.way from the target, '1;9 be at about 2,000 yards astern and 500 to 1,000 feet
: “above the Shackleton, in a port turn. The Shackleton crew then saw he alreraft,

o diffieddt interception, and had monitored the latier steges very closely. When
.| at 20422 the Ydghtning pilot failed %o ackuowledge instructions, he instituted

|
ot B W ewm s . -
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emergmcy proce&u:ces, however, he expenmed dn.ffmulty in making con‘bact with
;the Shackleton becamse he did nob have immediate sccess o0 243.0 Mhz “An

Veoeant imeaia.te ailr search by the targed Sha.ckleton, and subsequmrb a.mr/sea search the *
; :follOWiDB' day, failed to detect an;y‘ trace of the airoraft or piloh ‘

Detemmation of Causes

I"

" ‘ 5 From caloulations provided by the :Boaz:d of Inquiry and emert sources, a

: oo 'search by a EN minesweeper 'located” the wreckage nearly 2 months’ ‘later, The

aimraft was in a complete state except that the port wing had broken off and ] g

'buckled under the fuselage, and some fuselage panels were migsing, The cockpit " M
' ; Canopy wes, attached tut not closed end there was no sign'of the pilot. s

;Ezami.na‘cion of the wrecksge showed that the. aircraft had sﬁruck the sea at a low
"speed, in & tail-down attitude with a minimal rate of descent. Ib _appeared to
;he,ve planed on the surface and come to rest mmparat;vely slowlye. ‘Both thro"c‘blesf
‘were in the reheat gates, there was a nose—up trim of 60_, undercarriage was up,
: flaps down and airbrakes out. There was no asign of fire or explosicn and expert : "
examizzation revea.led no. :.ndioat:.on that the aircraft was othez: 'hb.e.n servicee.‘ble

. at impact.

.....

;-by the interrupter link on the mein gun- gseaxr. The ceropy gun sear had been -
withdrawn, but the canopy gun cartridge hsd received only a ligh*f:_ percuasicn
strike and had not fired. The canopy had been released by the normal operatﬁg
- lever, the harmegs QRB was undone, the PEC discommected and the PSP le.nya:z:d had
. been releoaged from the life preserver and was lying tangled in the cockpit.

7. The Board concluded that a combination of a difficult task in rushed

' oiroumstances and lack of iraining in the low speed visident and shepherding
. . teclmiques, led to a mituation where the pilot failed to monitor the height of
;. ,  bis aivovaft whilst slowing down and acquiring his target, and that he had .
gt inadve:;“ben'bly flown his airoraft into the sea. The pilot had attempted to i
'x ‘vecover the situstion 'bz selecting reheat, which failed to take effect, with the ;
f:E,aircraft tail skimming on the water. He had then initiated an ejection which
_ fa oo ‘ was unsucceasful because of the interruption of the sequence by 'She failure of !
' '.\ the cenopy to jettison. He then mamually abandoned the aircraft but because he

’ha.a not been found, he was presumed to have drowned during &r after his escape.
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e 8."‘ - e ughtpemssion strike on the oa,nopy gun carbridga occurred becauge of ’
g:ligen*b servicing, in that the firing unit was incorrectly seated ‘beca.u.se of
damaged sorew threads.

P N

e e g o
7.

i by the MRS wus not accepted by the AOC-in~C, who stated that MBSa alrezdy have

| - M . ‘
.9+ The Board made & xumber of reconmendations z:ela:bing to moonsistemies and
omissions in orders, instructions and the {raining syllabus, concerning low speed. .

+ viaidents end the shadowing and shepherding techniques. They also made P

i :r:scommenda.tions concerning the access of MRSs o emergency f::e@encies, and for. I
remedia.l action conoerning Li.g‘h'bmng canopy e;ject:.on gung. '

-~

F S LRI N o)

‘ Remarks of the My Officer commana:mg-m-chief F - o :
' 10. The 40C-in-C stated that in common with' so meny’ a.ccidents, this acciden‘b ha.a.
no single root camse, snd he egreed with the Board's conclusions. He said that
: the pllot mede an error of judgment in gllowing his alrcraft to get into a r .
: position from which he was wunsble to recover. Because of mitigating ci::'v::u:ma'l:a.nce‘s,f
his error was excugeable. -

;'ll.f The LOC-—:G;—C‘ & comments on the ‘Board?s recomendatlonsm covered. ;beloi.. _;
.,‘].S;u.b.se.é‘ie.ntAction - . " b ot = . . e e e e . B ._.‘_.:j';:.
~12. fhe Board’s recommendation comcerning access to the emea:gency radio fzequenoy

-~ owm i e

the facility to selsct 243.0 Mhz although they do not normally monitor it. EHe

: considered that the allocation of a safety frequency for use au:r:ing all yeacetime
", exercises had more merit.

. 13. The hitherto undetected wezkmess in training for the iden'biﬁoation,
- ehadowing and shepherding of low a.ltitude, low speed targets, have been rectified
. as follows:

. a. No 11 (Fighter) Group Air Staff Orders now specify a minimum speed for :

!5 i visident targets, and minimum target speeds and helghts for shadowing and -

i <% ghepherding operations by day and night.

bs New tactics have been devised and published in the Lightning Tactics
' Manual..

4 c. Sbadowing and shepherding tasksg have been inoludea :l.n the Anrmaal
Tra.ining Syllabus for Lightning Squadrons,

1
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- over-ra.pid a‘btemp'!: 0 effect the cha.ngeove:: of the intercepting aircz:a.f.’t, ha:ve

s e o e

. settinga before descending o low level, .

e, A ralio safeby frequency is allocated for all exercises.

P £f. During all pert:lnen‘b exercises, & target radio f:r:equenoy Plan will be
availsble ao that two wey comminication between the MRS and 'ka::get ai::ca:aft
can be eatablished ra.pidly in sny emergency situation.

j

X P ~ .t
H / :-.-’

:14. Servicing pcr:ocedm:es for *bhe ingpection, re-amming ancl servioing of canopy\ ;

. firing units bhave been amended. : i

. ~ - .
' : : :

ils. A1l ejection geat firing units of a type similar 40 that which preven'k;&
' ejection in this accident have been inspected for signs ofdamage. '

16. The design of the canopy firing unit has been examined. No changs will be

. made, however, the Design Authority has been made aware of the failure for

. conglderation in future designs. P :

:-"1-'7', " The &efiéienéiéé"ze}eaiéé' by the change of controller at the MBS snd the ¢

--------------------------

i been drawm to the a‘b‘bentirm ‘of the MRS. . L

— = we s . - .- - PR e e . me . . e te eme s+ e - . . - - wm tm e aes mie am e
' i)

i 18. Tune effect of the false soramble and the interrupted tumronnﬂ. in prodnci.ng x
!
: cond:.t:.ona of streas, has been drawn to the attention of £11 11 Gmup stations,

19. The deficiencies in planning, and lisison with the station o’pemﬁons gtaff .

concerning the change of exercise soeng.;:io, have been investigated with the MRS
: and Taceval Team, *

| 20, Negligence in the fitting of the canopy jettison firding wnit could not be
- attrituted to any specific person. The Corporal who was responsible for
; 'servicing the unit was found excusably negligent. Fo disciplinary action was

_;,;;Etgken againet him becange of the involvement of other persomel, the lack of
k ‘clear servicing ingtruchions and guidance on the accepiable degree of burring of :
i i the screw threads, the lack of evidence that he had caused the damnge to the

. threads, and. 'because he did not finglly ﬁt the unit to the :je’ctison gun.

[
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From: EESISIEGIN

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5t Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

_ YouRelerence

Shipston-On-Stour Our Reference:
Warwickshire D/DAS/64/3
Date:
20 July 2004

BN cction 4]

Thank you for your letter dated 13 June 2004.
You will know from previous correspondence from my colleague EISSHSEAOMN that there were no
other sightings of an ‘Unidentified Flying Object’ in the Stratford-Upon-Avon area on the 6 April
2004, other than the names you have just sent to us. They did not file a report with the MOD.

We are satisfied that there is no corroborating evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom’s

airspace was breached by any unauthorised aircraft.

As to your question of a helicopter flying around the area marked on the map, I have checked and
there were no helicopters flying over that area at that time and date of the sighting.

I hope this has been of help.

Yours sincerely



The National Archives
Crash Lightning Aircraft
Copy of MoD file on the crash of the Lightning aircraft piloted by Captain William Schaffner in 1970, released following a request from a UFOlogist during 2003.
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i The Stratford Standard, Friday April 16, 2004

‘TWO students are trying to
~ find a rational explanation
~ behind an unidentified flying

‘object seen hovermg outside

‘ Stratford o
" The friends - 20-year-old
‘Vlctona Ricketts from Bidford
~and 19-year—old Lucy Holbrooke
“from Broom - were driving back
from the cinema in Solihull just
before midnight last Tuesday
when the strange gomgs -on
began.

Victoria, a student at the
University of Lancashire, said
they noticed a distant pmk light
~in the sky and thought it was a
,‘brlght star or planet.

But a few minutes later as the
pair drove back to Bidford

ion U

~ fronted by a sight they still can
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through Henley and towards

Great Alne, the light that had
seemed to be a distant star wa
suddenly much lower.

The friends decided it Was Just ‘

a plane, with a red light at the
back of it and white lights at the} :
front.
They continued driving home .

through Great Alne but as they
turned a corner approaching the
village they were suddenly con-

not comprehend or explain.

According to the students, a
binocular-shaped object Wlthf}‘é;
two bright headlights at the
front and a flashing light at the
back was hovering silently at
street lamp height only 200
metres in front of them.

*1 have never been so pf—n
in my entire life - never, ViC
told The Standard.

“I am not one of those peo
who believes in all the alien and |
UFO madness but how can |
something ‘go from being the
height of a star to the height of a
plane to being just off the |
‘ground SO qulckly‘? It does not
make sense.’ o

The object disappeared as
soon as a car came rushing up
behind the two friends but they
believe somebody else must
have seen it or can offer a ratio- .
nal explanation.

Did you see the UFO or kno, g
what it was? If so, write to the;f
editor at the usual address on’
page swo. St
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From: on 40
Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue,
London WC2N 3BP
Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 218 2140
(Switchboard) 0171 218 9000
(Fax)
- Your Reference:
West Kilbride . ; : Our Reference:
Ayrshire D/DAS/64/3
22 June 2004

IS ection 40

Thank you for your letter dated 7 June 2004.

You seem to believe we are questioning your intelligence on the matter of ‘UFQ’s, I can assure
you, this is not the case. It is simply that the MOD has no expertise or role in respect of the
possibility of life on other planets. We remain open-minded, but to date we know of no evidence

which substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena. I have therefore, nothing further to
add.

Your letter will be placed on our files.

Yours sincerely
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From:
Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP
Telephone (Direct dial) 0207218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218
) Section 40
Your Reference
" QOur Reference
Brighton Bflt)AS/64/3
o . } P N o . R ate
East Sussex IT June 2004

" Dear TR

I am writing in response to your letters dated 7 April, 17 May and 4 June regarding reports of
sightings of ‘unidentified flying objects’. I will address all your comments in this one reply.

First I will clarify the MOD’s position regarding reports of ‘UFO’ sightings. Most people relate
the term ‘Unidentified Flying Object’ to extraterrestrial craft. The MOD has no expertise or role
regarding the possibility of life on other planets. We remain open minded but know of no
substantive evidence of the existence of such phenomena or of visits to the UK by extraterrestrial
craft. You say that the MOD “has already found something but it is so astounding that we do not
know how to tell the public”. This is simply not the case.

The integrity of the UK's airspace in peacetime is maintained through continuous

surveillance of the UK Air Policing Area by the Royal Air Force. This is achieved by using a
combination of civil and military radar installations, which provide a continuous real-time
“picture” of the UK airspace. Any threat to the UK Air Policing Area would be handled in the
light of the particular circumstances at the time (it might if deemed appropriate, involve the
scrambling or diversion of air defence aircraft). From that perspective, reports provided to us of
‘UFO’ sightings are examined, but consultation with air defence staff and others as necessary is
considered only where there is sufficient evidence to suggest a breach of UK air space. The vast
majority of reports we receive are very sketchy and vague. Only a handful of reports in recent
years have warranted further investigation and none revealed any evidence of a threat.

You mentioned reports from military aircrew and unidentified aircraft tracked on radar. The MOD
very occasionally receives a report from military aircrew of a sighting of something that has not
been immediately identifiable. These are examined by those staff within the MOD with
responsibility for air defence matters. Unidentified aircraft tracks detected on radar should not be
confused with UFOs. The fact that the precise identity of an aircraft cannot be established does
not render it a UFO. There are a number of reasons why some aircraft cannot be positively
identified and, in these instances, assumptions have to be made. In the vast majority of cases,
unidentified aircraft can be assumed to be friendly by virtue of behavioural characteristics. Any
unidentified aircraft acting suspiciously would normally be intercepted.



»
-

In your e-mail of 17 May you asked us to confirm that GCHQ Cheltenham collate and forward to

MOD all reports of ‘unidentified aircraft sightings’. We are not aware that GCHQ have any role
in this area.

Finally, in your e-mail of 4 June you asked if air defence records will be made public under the
Freedom of Information Act 2000. When the FOI Act is introduced in J anuary 2005 the public
will gain a statutory right to request information from Government Departments. These requests
will be handled in accordance with the FOI Act and information will be released whenever
possible. Information can be withheld under one of the 23 exemptions in the Act if a harm would
be caused by its release. It is likely that, if requested, information concerning the operations of air
defence aircraft would be withheld as its release could be useful to hostile nations and therefore
damaging to the defence of the UK.

I hope this is helpful.

Yours sincerely,




Q-Sec3

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Scciio gl

D UK-SO1 AIR OPS 2
12 June 2004 03:03
DAS-Sec3

RE: UFO enquiry

| believe you are spot on on both accounts.

EEE

D UK, SO1 Air Ops 2
MT 466

Ext SR ) 40

From: . DAS-Sec3

Sent: 10 June 2004 09:01
To: D UK-SO1 AIR OPS 2
Subject: UFO enquiry

B <0
One of our correspondents has asked the following and | would be grateful for your advice.

1. "In your letter of 19.2.04 there is a mention of 'scrambling or diversion of air defence
aircraft' in relation to potential air threat. |'assume that these operations would be logged and
recorded in some manner. Is it possible that such records are available to the public under
the FOI Act?" )

2. "Could you confirm that all reports of unidentified aircraft sightings from all sources are
collated and forwarded to the MOD by GCHQ Cheltenham".

With regard to Q1 | thought we could say something along the lines of. "When the FOI Act is
introduced in January 2005 the public will gain a statutory right to request information from
Government Departments. These requests will be handled in accordance with the FOIA and
information will be released whenever possible. Information can be withheld under one of the
23 exemptions in the Act if a harm would be caused by its release. It is likely that, if
requested, information concerning the operations of air defence aircraft would be withheld as
its release could be useful to hostile nations and therefore damaging to the defence of the UK.

As for Q2, | am not sure whether he means UFO reports or reports of unidentified aircraft in
UK airspace. However,as far as | am aware GCHQ do not have a role in collating reports of
either.

I would be grateful for your advice on what we can say in reply to these.

Section 40/ |
DAS-Sec3

iTe/7> ]
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QAS-SEC

Sent: 04 June 2004 11:05

LG Section 40 |
Subject:'Scraminng or diversion of air defence aircraft - Records
Section 458
In your letter of 19-2-04 there is a mention of * scrambling or diversion of air defence aircraft’ in

relation to potential air threat. | assume that these operations would be logged and recorded in some
manner. Is it possible that such records are available to the public under the F.O.l. Act?

Thank you

‘brighton
east sussex
0

08/06/2004



** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

b

UfOs /E-MAIL

TREAT OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE

To_ DAS /LK) Pif TORefNo_I8F 12004
« | Date l9 MAY 04

The Prime Minister/SofS/Min(AF)/Min(DP)/USofS/MOD" has received the attached
correspondence from a member of the public, which this office has neither retained nor
acknowledged. Please send a reply on behalf of the PM/Minister/Department .

Ministers attac’  reat importance to correspondence being answered promptly, and your
reply should be sent within 15 working days of the above date. If, exceptionally, this
should prove impossible, an interim reply should be sent within the same timescale. You
should be aware that No 10 periodically calls for a sample of letters sent by officials on the
PM's behalf for his perusal.

An 'Open Government Code of Practice on Access to Government Information' came into
force in 1997. All replies to members of the public must be in accordance with the
procedures set out in the Code. In particular, information can only be withheld if it falls
within the scope of a particular exemption. However, some exemptions are subject to a
‘public interest tes*’, whereby the harm associated with disclosure must be weighed against
the public interest in release. Applicants must be informed of any decision to apply an
exemption and of their right to appeal against this decision by writing to D Info(Exp). A full
explanation is contained in DCI(Gen) 232/01; further information is available from DG Info
on — ‘

It is vital that branches ensure they have simple systems to record and track correspondence
received from members of the public. This information should be regularly monitored and
reviewed against the targets for answering correspondence published in the Spending
Review 2000 Service Delivery Agreement for the Ministry of Defence. In addition, we are
required to keep information on the number of requests for information that specifically
refer to the Code of Practice.

** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

As part of our monitoring procedure, random spot checks on the accuracy of your
branch records on correspondence will be performed throughout the year.

Ministerial Correspondence Unit
Room 222, Old War Office Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2EU
t: or
f: EESIRTEGI; CHOtS: Ministerial Correspondence; e: ministers@defence.mod.uk.

Detailed guidance on handliné% Correspondence can be found on dNet at http://main.chots.mod.uk/min_parl/PariBrch/TOGuid.htm If you do not
have access to dNet, please inform the Ministerial Correspondence Unit.

** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

* Delete as appropriate.

)
O

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

Revised 11% August 2003

»» ALTHOTdd HOIH V NHAID Hd OL *+
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inisters

From: (TG
Sent: 17 May 2004 17:54

To: public@ministers.mod.uk
Subject: GCHAQ reports
Sir,

Could you confirm that all reports of unidentified aircraft sightings from all sources are collated and
forwarded to the MOD by GCHQ Cheltenham.

Thank you,
Section 40

Brighton
East Sussex

18/05/2004




Section 40l
B - 40

Brighton
East
Sussex
-)n 40
04
Sir,

After studying the standard response to UFO gqueries
which is sent out by the MOD, it is apparent that the
Ministry is not being straightforward with the public. A
brief analysis of the wording shows :

1. "The MOD does not have any expertise or role in
respect of UFO / flying saucer matters........ "
As the role of the MOD  includes identification of
intruding aircraft or objects by radar, visual or
aerial interception, this statement 1is misleading, since
the MOD has ample evidence of UFO activity both in the UK and
other countries via shared Intelligence gathering.

2% Man s awe s the MOD knows of no evidence which

substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena."
It is a recorded fact that many RAF pilots ,

aircrew and groundstaff have reported observations of
anomalous objects, some at «close range, which they could
not identify as known aircraft but which demonstrated
superior controlled flight capabilities. It is also a
fact that some wunidentified aircraft have been tracked
by radar and recordings made of the radar display. As
described above ,the MOD has access to ALL international
evidence.

3. "The MOD examines any ~UFO~ &reports it receives
solely to establish whether what was seen might have
some defence significance; namely, whether there is any
evidence that the UK's airspace might have been
compromised by hostile or wunauthorised air activity.
Unless there 1s evidence of a potential threat.......
and to date no "UFO ° report has revealed such evidence,
we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of

each sighting reported to us."”
The critical wording here 1is "evidence of a potential
threat ".

The MOD appears to be doing the right thing in
rejecting reports which have no solid material basis, BUT
have not investigated any of them in depth. Therefore ,
how can it be assumed that ALL reports do not contain
any ‘evidence of a potential threat’.The wording of this part
of the statement is un-intentionally revealing, as "...we do
not attempt to identify the precise nature of each sighting




reported to us",covers ALL the sightings information reaching
the MOD from all sources.

4. "We believe that rational explanations such as
aircraft 1lights or natural phenomena, could be found for
them 1if resources were diverted for this purpose, but it
is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of
aerial identification service. It would be an
inappropriate use of defence resources if we were to do
so."

cont.

This paragraph condenses the attitude of the MOD to
the UFO problem. Whilst admitting that there are
sightings, the MOD refutes any suggestion that they
should be taken seriously, claiming that they do not have
sufficient funds to investigate.This attitude of " there is
nothing to find ,so we are not looking™ is putting a brave face
on it,but sconer or later the MOD will be forced to admit to the
public that they have ALREADY FOUND SOMETHING but it is so
astounding that they don't know how to tell us!

To summarise:
1.The MOD does have expertise in identifying air intrusions.
2.The MOD does have evidence of unidentified flying objects.

3.The MOD covers up evidence by stating "unless there is
evidence of a potential threat we do not attempt to identify".

4.The MOD states that all unidentified flying objects are
aircraft lights or natural phenomena, which are not worth
investigating due to the expenditure involved.

Conclusion:

As the evidence within the public domain has comprehensively
demonstrated, a phenomenon exists, which the MOD and government
are denying. Whether this attitude is based on
misinformation,ignorance or an attempt to protect the public
from social upheaval, in the long term it will fail.Despite the
best efforts of government to delay the release of information,
the truth will out,leaving politicians and civil servants mired
in their own denials.

Hopefully, common sense will guide you.

Yours faithfully,




email: EECTNEI



** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

| ”"f 0 JE-MAIL

TREAT OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE

o PAS Sec TORefNo_ XA 12004
CC' Date 1L MAY 04-

The Prime Minister/SofS/Min(AF)/Min(DP)/USofS/MOD" has received the attached
correspondence from a member of the public, which this office has neither reEained nor
acknowledged. Please send a reply on behalf of the PM/Minister/Department .

Ministers attach great importance to correspondence being answered promptly, and your
reply should be sent within 15 working days of the above date. If, exceptionally, this
should prove impossible, an interim reply should be sent within the same timescale. You
should be aware that No 10 periodically calls for a sample of letters sent by officials on the
PM's behalf for his perusal.

An 'Open Government Code of Practice on Access to Government Information' came into
force in 1997. All replies to members of the public must be in accordance with the
procedures set out in the Code. In particular, information can only be withheld if it falls
within the scope of a particular exemption. However, some exemptions are subject to a
‘public interest test’, whereby the harm associated with disclosure must be weighed against
the public interest in release. Applicants must be informed of any decision to apply an
exemption and of their right to appeal against this decision by writing to D Info(Exp). A full
explanation is contained in DCI(Gen) 232/01; further information is available from DG Info
on

It is vital that branches ensure they have simple systems to record and track correspondence
received from members of the public. This information should be regularly monitored and
reviewed against the targets for answering correspondence published in the Spending
Review 2000 Service Delivery Agreement for the Ministry of Defence. In addition, we are
required to keep information on the number of requests for information that specifically
refer to the Code of Practice.

As part of our monitoring procedure, random spot checks on the accuracy of your
branch records on correspondence will be performed throughout the year.

Ministerial Correspondence Unit
Room 222, Old War Office Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2EU
or VTR

Boocion A0
f: _ CHOIS: Ministerial Correspondence; e: ministers@defence.mod.uk.

Detailed guidance on handling TO Correspondence can be found on dNet at http.//main.chots.mod.uk/min_parl/ParlBrch/TOGuid.htm If you do not
have access to dNet, please inform the Ministerial Correspondence Unit.

** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

* Delete as appropriate.

£y
9,

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

Revised 11% August 2003
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qwnisters
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From: SO

Sent: 08 May 2004 11:04

To: public@ministers.mod.uk
Subject: MOD standard UFO
Sir,

Please read attached file, | would appreciate your comments.

Thank you,

10/05/2004
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Section 40 |
R 40

Brighton
East
Sussex
T-4-04
Sir,

After studying the standard response to UFO queries
which is sent out by the MOD, it is apparent that the
Ministry is not being straightforward with the public. A
brief analysis of the wording shows

1. "The MOD does not have any expertise or role in
respect of UFO / flying saucer matters........ "
As the role of the MOD includes identification of
intruding aircraft or objects by radar, visual or aerial
interception, this statement 1s misleading, since the MOD
has ample evidence of UFO activity both in the UK and other
countries via shared Intelligence gathering.

2: "iwmsuwew the MOD knows of no evidence which

substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena."
It 1is a recorded fact that many RAF pilots ,

aircrew and groundstaff have reported observations of
anomalous objects, some at close range, which they could
not identify as known aircraft but which demonstrated
superior controlled flight capabilities. It is also a
fact that some wunidentified aircraft have been tracked by
radar and recordings made of the radar display. As
described above ,the MOD has access to ALL international
evidence.

3. "The MOD examines any “UFO" reports it receives
solely to establish whether what was seen might have
some defence significance; namely, whether there is any
evidence that the UK's airspace might have been
compromised by hostile or wunauthorised air activity. Unless

there 1is evidence of a potential threat....... and to
date no 'UFO ° report has revealed such evidence, we do
not attempt to identify the precise nature of each
sighting reported to us."

The critical wording here 1is "evidence of a potential
threat ".
The MOD appears to be doing the right thing in
rejecting reports which have no solid material Dbasis, BUT
have not investigated any of them in depth. Therefore ,
how can it be assumed that ALL reports do not contain
any "evidence of a potential threat’.The wording of this part of
the statement is un-intentionally revealing, as "...we do not
attempt to identify the precise nature of each sighting reported



to us",covers ALL the sightings information reaching the MOD from
all sources.

4, "We believe that rational explanations such as
aircraft 1lights or natural phenomena, could be found for
them if resources were diverted for this purpose, but it
is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of
aerial identification service. It would be an inappropriate
use of defence resources 1if we were to do so."

cont.

This paragraph condenses the attitude of the MOD to
the UFO problem. Whilst admitting that there are
sightings, the MOD refutes any suggestion that they should
be taken seriously, claiming that they do not have
sufficient funds to investigate.This attitude of " there is
nothing to find ,so we are not looking" is putting a brave face
on it,but sooner or later the MOD will be forced to admit to the
public that they have ALREADY FOUND SOMETHING but it is so
astounding that they don’t know how to tell us!

To summarise:
1.The MOD does have expertise in identifying air intrusions.
2.The MOD does have evidence of unidentified flying objects.

3.The MOD covers up evidence by stating "unless there is
evidence of a potential threat we do not attempt to identify".

4.The MOD states that all unidentified flying objects are
aircraft lights or natural phenomena, which are not worth
investigating due to the expenditure involved.

Conclusion:

As the evidence within the public domain has comprehensively
demonstrated, a phenomenon exists, which the MOD and government
are denying. Whether this attitude is based on
misinformation, ignorance or an attempt to protect the public from
social upheaval, in the long term it will fail.Despite the best
efforts of government to delay the release of information, the
truth will out, leaving politicians and civil servants mired in
their own denials.

Hopefully, common sense will guide you.

Yours faithfully,
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From: EEEIIROIN

Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP )

Telephone (Direct dial) 0207218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
(GTN)

Your Reference

Our Reference
D/DAS/64/3

Date
08 June 2004

Miami 33183
USA -

L Scciion 40)

Thank you for your recent undated letter addressed to the Secretary of State for Defence, the
Rt Hon Geoff Hoon MP, regarding extraterrestrial craft. Your letter has been passed to this office
as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence (MOD) for correspondence of this nature.

First it may be helpful if I explain that the MOD examines any reports of 'unidentified flying
objects' it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some defence
significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom's airspace might
have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of a
potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external source, and to date no "UFO' report has
revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each sighting reported
to us. We believe that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be
found for them if resources were diverted for this purpose, but it is not the function of the MOD to
provide this kind of aerial identification service. It would be an inappropriate use of defence
resources if we were to do so.

With regard to the CD you sent with your letter, the MOD does not have any expertise or role in
respect of "UFO/flying saucer' matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise of
extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which it remains totally open-minded. I should add, however, that
to date the MOD knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these alleged
phenomena.

Yours sincerely,




** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

, ** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

TREAT OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE
To__ DAS / Joc TORefNo___ 3TV & 12004

DPA, D8 D e pue 5 e,

The Prime Minister/SofS/Min(AF)/Min(DP)/USofS/MOD" has received the attached
correspondence from a member of the public, which this office has neither retained nor
acknowledged. Please send a reply on behalf of the PM/Minister/Department .

Ministers attach great importance to correspondence being answered promptly, and your
reply should be sent within 15 working days of the above date. If, exceptionally, this
should prove impossible, an interim reply should be sent within the same timescale. You
should be aware that No 10 periodically calls for a sample of letters sent by officials on the
PM's behalf for his perusal.

An 'Open Government Code of Practice on Access to Government Information' came into
force in 1997. All replies to members of the public must be in accordance with the
procedures set out in the Code. In particular, information can only be withheld if it falls
within the scope of a particular exemption. However, some exemptions are subject to a
‘public interest test’, whereby the harm associated with disclosure must be weighed against
the public interest in release. Applicants must be informed of any decision to apply an
exemption and of their right to appeal against this decision by writing to D Info(Exp). A full
explanation is contained in DCI(Gen) 232/01; further information is available from DG Info
on

It is vital that branches ensure they have simple systems to record and track correspondence
received from members of the public. This information should be regularly monitored and
reviewed against the targets for answering correspondence published in the Spending
Review 2000 Service Delivery Agreement for the Ministry of Defence. In addition, we are
required to keep information on the number of requests for information that specifically
refer to the Code of Practice.

As part of our monitoring procedure, random spot checks on the accuracy of your
branch records on correspondence will be performed throughout the year.

Ministerial Correspondence Unit
Room 222, Old War Office Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2EU
8o tion a0 Ndcoction 40 |
f _ CHOtS: Ministerial Correspondence; ¢: ministers@defence.mod.uk.

Detailed guidance on handling TO Correspondence can be found on dNet at http:/main.chots.mod.uk/min_parl/ParlBrch/TOGuid.htm If you do not
have access to dNet, please inform the Ministerial Correspondence Unit.

** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

* Delete as appropriate.

()

P4
INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

Revised 11™ August 2003
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Contact address: SRR

Dear Sir,

Please find enclosed a CD containing information about an
extraterrestrial craft. I have been aboard such a craft and can verify the propulsion
system as described is the practical alternative for both terrestrial and space travel.

The craft uses two propulsion methods — one is benign and used only to elevate
and steer the vessel to a low altitude where a more volatile antimatter system is
deployed. Both systems are utilized on the exterior of the craft.

If a vacuum is constantly created over one half of its exterior surface, the pressure
of surrounding air on the remaining surface would propel the craft at a high rate.
The antimatter system functions in a similar way, but can be used outside a
planets influence for space is full of transitional energy. The power coefficient in
a matter/antimatter reaction is considerably greater.

Also, because the atmosphere in front of the craft is constantly evaporated there is
no friction or resistance to its movement; it is therefore silent and moving at
optimum efficiency. Its acceleration is therefore limitless.

I have the complete constructional details - there are many “inventions™ involved,
some of which can be used for other applications to supply unlimited energy.

I realize some govemmehts are aware of extraterrestrial activity in our skies and
even fire on it occasionally with their laser canons — these countries including
USA and S.Africa, I will not approach.

I need not remind you that this is a tiny planet in a seemingly infinite Universe. It
is imperative that a means is found to augment an escape from its confines
especially in view of recent terrorist events that threaten everyone’s safety and
could lead to a nuclear threat. You owe it to the people of your country to
investigate any and all possibilities. Leave your Earthly prejudice behind and put
any reservations you may have about its construction into writing. Contact me for
the answers.

Sincerely,
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From:
Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140

(Switchboard) 020 7.
(2 Section 40!
(GTN) == i

Your Reference
QOur Reference
. BH?AS/64/3
urledon - . ate
Nr Southampton 8 June 2004

' Hamiimii

Dear EEETRENN

In my letter of 6 April 2004 , I promised to see what information we hold concerning the allegedv

‘UFO’ incident in the v101n1ty of the home of the Rt Hon Michael Howard QC MP on
8 March 1997.

I have now had an opportunity to view the relevant files and a copy of the papers found are

attached for your information. Personal data has been removed in accordance with the Data
Protection Act 1998.

I hope this is helpful.

S

Yours sincerely,



The National Archives
UFO nr home of Michael Howard
Copy of MoD papers on the UFO incident reported near the Kent home of former Home Secretary Michael Howard in March 1997, sent in response to a request by a UFOlogist in June 2004.
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Folkestone

Kent

25 May 1997

The Honourable Roger Gale MP
House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA

Dear Sir,

I have been reading extracts from a book on the
subject of UFOs called Open Skies-Closed Minds” by a
Mr Nick Pope. I found the material quite incredible,

especially coming from a civil servant in The Ministry
of Defence..

What I find quite inconceivable is that the government
continue to deny or even acknowledge the existence of
UFOs in spite of all the evidence.

For The Ministry of Defence to claim that incidents
such as that at Rendlesham Forest in 1980 are of no
defence significance is totally outrageous and I fee]
this policy needs to be reversed.

It would not be a good idea for me to approach my own
MP, Michael Howard on this, as I understand he had an
experience of his own (see enclosure). Nevertheless, I
feel that this particular incident is a grave matter
of security.

I hope you will consider raising these issues in
Parliament.

Yours Sincerely
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JUFONMER.

UFO MONITORS EAST KENT

Name:
Address: Y /1

Tel: Age/D.0.B: 4?// 0/ 1t ( 4y \/Vﬂ).
Date of observation: '3 / og / 1%. Time: O2° 00 s
Locality of observation: "oy ywesy 77 Rurrmaat, Wesr H VA

How long was the object visible: RSN ul

Please describe the weather conditions if possible: C e ./3 . Cs 2\ }

Position of Sun/Moon in relation to object seen: A/ / A

Please try and describe the object seen as best as you can: =7 TV (UL AR / EloA7TD>

§(5L Ao A 2 Plunax Lz,v\ﬁ'(k
Was the object brighter than the background sky: Yiess -

If so was it brighter than the Sun/Moon/Headlights: l .;,'o\\k 4\,‘{3(«)\“ DWMJ jw@a_{t&\
2,5‘%% / - T~ )og U Cowe
Was the object observed through binoculars/telescope: /' /A -

Try to give an approximation of the objects size: oA N\ , . %
’7(M e (.?,thl/\ i nd, VIR o Qw—o L‘—‘-'VJL ,7~Mt~3w

How did you happen to notice the object:  Sceeo Gl (,u)(,\l,n G w j Com  (—
el e ~ A .
) A P of
Where were you and what were you doing at the time: OMM»«X JM JC. A ;

1 Please try and estimate the distance of the object: Al I d - oo ""‘—'-—t%

Are there any Airports/Military/Governmental facilitics in the area of your observation:
Have you ever seen anything else which you would describe as unusual:  A/7 //‘*'

( If yes please give details on a separate sheet of paper )

Please draw a rough sketch of the arca and of the object observed on the reverse of this form.
Have you reported the incident to anyone else (if so who and when): A /4 -

Please enclose any photographs/video which will be returned if requested. A/, /A -

Do you object to us using your name with regard to this report: A/ o

Thanking you for your co-operation in this matter, and, i
incident.

Date: I(‘/‘S . O/;z ) Sign

agree, we may contact you further regarding this




UFO MONITORS EAST KENT

TATEMENT OF DECLARATION

DECLARE THAT THE DETAILS GIVEN BY MYSELF, ARE TO MY KNOWLEDGE
TRUE AND CORRECT. I ALSO APPROVE/DO-NOTAPPROVE OF MY NAME BEING
USED IN CONNECTION WITH THE REPORT GIVEN BY ME.

I ALSO APPROVE/DO-NOFT-APPROVE-OF ANY PHOTOGRAPHS/VIDEO FOOTAGE
MADE BY ME, OR OF MYSELF PRODUCED BY UFOMEK DURING INTERVIEWS
BEING USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH MY REPORT IN ANY PUBLICATION.

SIGNED

DATE: .......... / (f' ? .
SIGNED: . ...
( UFOMEK INVESTIGAT




« UFOMEK

UFO MONITORS EAST KENT

FOLKESTONE.

BRAMLING, KENT.
CANTERBURY, BURMARSH SIGHTING WITNESS STATEMENT el
KENT.

“It was very early in the morning, I think it was about three o’clock. I was driving
back from dropping some friends off and I was coming down the road and I felt,

I said afterwards to other people since, that I felt really weird. I was really looking
over my shoulder on the way home. I was a bit scared, a weird feeling anyway.

And I saw something in front of me, and thought “Oh my God what the hell is it ? «,
and sort of slowed down because I thought it was coming at me, and it stopped in a
: field in front of me. Probably 3 to 400 yards away, and I slowed down looking at it.
) It was just this huge triangle thing, which was a lot bigger than an aeroplane, but there
is no way that I could have mistaken it for an aeroplane. or anything like that.

It had lights all around the outside, and this disc attached to the back, and a big light
on the front. I pulled up to stop, and as I did it shot off. Literally shot off. I
thought “Oh God what is this? This is really, really scary.” And it stopped again,
sort of another 500 yards away from me, and it did that four times. It just

shot further and further away, but stopped four times, sort of moved for

about 5-6 seconds, stopped for 2 sec's, then moved again for another 5-6 seconds
and so on. The object was moving Westwards., and all the time it was making

this weird humming sound. There was no other noise , like an aircraft engine.

It was really peculiar, it was, I wouldn’t say shiny, but looked more sort of tin
foily, sort of shimmery. It was shiny in places, and not in others. I just don’t
know what it was, it was so weird. The lights were really bright, a very bright one at
-) the front, and when it shot off, I saw a light in each corner, which were white in
: colour. The ones around the outside were a sort of yellow-white, and there
was also a circle of light in the middle, of the same colour as the outside ones.

"When I first saw it, the point was facing me, but when it shot off it sort of ...
I don’t know, it must have swiveld, but I don’t remember it swivelling,
because I could see it side on then, and I could see underneath as it shot off,
and there was this circle of lights.

I probably got a good look at it literally for a matter of seconds, and then

it flicked off, and then stopped for a few seconds, and then it flicked off again

and so on. Iwould say no more than 25 seconds, if that. I saw it for quite a

long time in the distance, because I saw all these lights, and thought they were just
lights. It wasn’t until I got closer that I thought “Bloody hell, what is that?”

So maybe I saw it for a lot longer that I thought.

It wasn’t something like you see on television, like the futuristic planes,




-4

well you can always tell that they are planes. Where as this was not

like that. I was really frightened by it, and I’'m not stupid. I don’t believe
in anything like that (UFQ’s). This is not something I've ever seen
before or like something we would have built. It was just too weird, too
odd, and the strange shimmer effect. It looked like an object suspended,
had no wobble or anything like that. And when it moved off it was like

a fluid movement, it was really odd. There was no slowing down or
speeding up during each movement, like when you flip a coin or stone
across the water.

The object was like an equelatteral triangle, about double the size of
an airliner, maybe as big as a football field. It wasn’t very thick, but
seemed thin along the edges, but sort of mounding in the middle. As
I said there was this humming sound, like the sound you hear when
you stand under overhead power cables. When I first heard the noise
I thought it was the car engine playing up, and put my foot on the
accelerator, for a second or two, but the noise was still there, and

it was then that I realised the sound was coming from the object.

When the object finally disappeared, I kept looking around in the sky,
thinking “Oh God where has it gone?” Looking for lights, anything,
even aircraft lights and it was then that I noticed there were no stars visible.

All the time I had the feeling of the hairs standing up on the back of my
neck, and I was convinced I had someone in the car with me. I felt really
scared, as I drove home. I think I arrived home about twenty past three,
maybe half-past three, I don’t remember. But I woke everyone up and
told them what I had seen and had a drink to calm me down. I was

WITNESSED BY:

Section 40|

..........................

WITNESSED BY:

Section 40
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By Sarah Hall
SHEPWAY has once again become the centre |

of a wave of suspected UFO sightings.

" Three people’ contacted’
the Herald this week after
a strange object was seen
looming in the sky over

the Romney Marsh area in -

the early hours of last
Saturday morning.

wrn
ol
[ ¢

was amazed to see a Iarge::"
‘space-ship™**
" stop in a field directly in.

triangular -

front of her, as she drove
home through Donkey

/Street in New Romney at
- just after 3am on Saturday

Sophie Wadleigh, 25, of £
Shepherds walk, Hythekw Shocked Sophie said:

morning,
Cllt

PRES s )

ES7ovET HERACD
MAarcn, 9493

was 50 peculiar, it all felt
really odd and [ heard this

ﬁeld l saw a large triangu-
lar™'shaped flying craft
hovering about 300 metres
off the ground.

“It had a large dome at
one end and a lot of bright
lights around the sides and
4 looked quite shiny — |
really had no idea what it

—.e -

was and just sat in the car
looking at it. -

“After a few seoondge‘ag‘
. shot off leaving in a flash

of light, travelling about
500m across the field and
stopping again.

“lt did this four times
and then flew into the dis-
tance and | waltched until
it was out of sight. -

“I have talked to friends
since who have said that it
was probably an aeroplane
or an advanced Stealth
bomber — but I have
never seen anylhmg like it
before.”

And it would seem the
strange object was also
spotled by two men as
they returned home from a
night out,

Ji - Lane, 23, and
Christopher Lee, 27, from
Lathe  Farm in New

~Romney were just locking

up when they spotted a
mysterious shape in the
field opposite.

Mr Lane said: “I was
crazy — | was getting a
drink in the kitchen when |

- saw these strange lights in

the sky just over the field

across the road from our-

house.

“I wasn’t sure what they
were as they weren’t mov-
ing so I called Chris and
we both “walched this
weird floating object.

“We could only just
make it out as we were
quite” far away, But“when
we ran outside to get a bet-
ter look it had shot mlo the
dlstance SEE

leent

Mr Lee added “If it was
an aeroplane of some sort
you would have. expected :
there to have been loads. of
noise but this was silent.”

“Also it was'a lot longer
than a plane and moved
incredibly- quickly — |
have no idea what it was

“and’ we were both left
speechless.”
.-, Both descriptions of the.

UFO fit those researched -
by’ the Shepway based :
UFOMEK’'  monitoring
group — who have collat-
ed files on ‘reported UFO
s:ghtmgs in the area. -

* According to. UFOMEKA
strange objects secn in the . -

sky are" usually’descrﬂ)ed‘
by ‘spotters’ as triangular
disc-like objects with a

finish almost like a dxa-
mond. .
These objects arc‘l
said to be capable of stay-
ing completely. still and
then shooting = off - at
incredible speeds, normal-
ly after a dramatic ﬂash in
the air., ;
Local expert and
UFOMEK assistant co-
ordinator, Chris - Rolfe
from Hill Road,
Folkestone said:" “] am
really not at ail su ns
at the descriptionss
about the flying objects —

7 these flying triangles have

been spotted all over the
country, : «‘:t,e-

Myth s

“The earliest record we
have of such a sighting
was in 1973, when a group
of boys at the Duke of
York’s school in:Dover
spotied the triangular
shaped UFQ. e

“We don’t know what
lhey are but the humming
noise rules out the Stealth
bomber myth as they
make no noise at all.

“The really’ peculiar
thing about this sighting is
that we thought something
might happen' as: much of
Folkestone experienced a.
power cut last week -~ an-
occurange. which. .often
happens before or
sighting,” b ¥

Mr: Rolfe also beheves
the  military know “ all
about the mysterio, ops.
spolted in the sky, ™"

He claims that after sev-*
eral UFO sightings. RAF

" and- NATO aircraft havei-‘

been seen patrollmg
" area, :

“He smd “We belleve the !
, military- knowa lot more:
“thanthey are- letting on?
about these sightings. =+
~ “For example:a couple
who “reported “a "UFO:in_.
Thanet also told “of “mili<:
tary activity in Minnis Bay*
and numerous other peo-}
ple have scen RAF planes5
palrollmg sighting spots & A

~“We " don’t” know: hhli
these” objects are*at hlS‘
moment in time and upfor=!
tunately 'can’ only® ‘record,,
. them” as” Umdenufiablei

Flying Objects

*Anyone: ing: "
report a"UFO ‘cagcontact”
Chris Rolfe a@ OMEK
on (01303) 254774, -




S

——————

$paceships, aliens
_and the Home Sec

'SspoﬂedoverShepw:ymldhwheu
looking for Home Secretary, Michael Howard,

experts have warned.

Following reports of
mystery aircraft sightings
in New Romney and
Burmarsh in last week’s
Herald, Chris Rolfe, co-
ordinator of UFOMEK,
has highlighted the close-
ness of the sightings to the
Shepway MP's home near
the old Lympne Castic

.

And he fears that the
position of the sightings is
more than just céinci-
dence, -

Mt Rolfe cautioned: “It
would seem the UFO was
totally disinterested in
Sophic, the girl who
reponied it and watched it
for quite a long time.

.-

By Sarah Hall

“This certainly makes it
seem like it had a
and has left me wonderning
if it’s purpose had some-.
thing to do with Mr
Howard.”

However Mr Rolfe was
amazed to lcarn that Mr
Howard’s party agemt
knew all about the UFD.

He said: “1 phoned Mt
Howard's party agem in
Folkestone and asked
whether Msr Howard had
seen anything strange |
was immediately asked if |
meant the UFO.

“The story

in last

week's Hmld only said
Donkey Street as the sight
of the spotting.

“Donkey Street is a
very long road and the
repors did not state which
end the UFO was seenat -
20 it scems very odd that
thase close to Mr Howard
already knew that it was
near his house.”

And now Mr Roife and
UFOMEK would like to
see  somc queﬂiom
answered..

“1 would like to k-mv
whether anyone spoited
any strange men poking
sbout arcund the arca
afterwards or whether Me
Howard’s security system
was activated in any way.

“The whole story is cre-
ating a lot of interest all
over England and when

1

yon think of the implica-
tions it is quilc casy tao see

“I would love to know
what the Government
think of a strange aircraft
being spotted near to the
home of one of its senior
cabinet ministers.”

Sophie Wadleigh, of
Shepherds Walk, Hythe,
who saw the large
in the sky while driving
home in the early hours of
Saturday, March 8 said:
“The UfO 1 saw was a
large triangular shaped
craft with bright lights
running all round it's edge
- it was gbove the field
which lays directly oppo-
site the turmn off to Donkey
Street in Burmarsh,

“When you have seen
something like that you
have to ask yourself why
was it there - and maybe
i the Home Secretary was
| the reason”

. When the Herald con-

tacted Mr Howard’s office
{ he was unavailable for
| comment.
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Extract from The Folkestone Herald; 20.3.97
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Whilst we do o not pretend Lo know what it was that was
Chzarvad. we think we can make some sussestian
what it wasn™ b,

am Lo

1

MFIRCEAFT: - Mo normal alroraft looks like this obdecil. or
andany par Forms the waw thal this ochserved obdect did.

HELICORTER S - ﬁ helicortar can bhower. hbowsoer Lhe shesp

of the abhssroed obdect rules

=21
thizs out: and the nolise from a
haelicorter would bave besn bhborrendous siven the heiabt of 4Lh

Sheaeroved abdect.

STEALTH TECHHOLOGY: — There hawve bean

ohdect obsersed was 3 Stealth bhomber,

ions that th
wa there are
ol 15 of bthese aircraft in the USEF inventors and thew
hawoa anle becomse on oa Tulley orerational zatus in AFril of

L=

R,

this wesnr L1990, accordips Lo our sourcss.

comt of the B2 S
milliaon Fer aive

alth bomber Czaid 4o
k ‘ 3
fluins the aircraft ower Euroraan

2 owould the LSEF

-

KR R R -T2
Far oms we kpow bhe B2 bas onle sereared tuice in Europes
times during Internaticonal Rirshows. at Paris.
1995, apd amain at the 1998 Farpboroush Birvshoo.

5‘ FEance in

Tl B P by cannot hosers and makes m b

‘ meandous amount of
noiEes and the zhare of the mircoraft in nooowas re ;
Lrianzsle, The obdect ochsereed had mare lishts on its base.
which somathins that the Stealith bomber doses ol hooe.

IF the B-Z2 bad the amount of liahts that this obldect had. it
wagld ot be Stesl i ’ k

embles a

-3 eration of bailaan. Thiz could be
Fosslbilitws bot sszin bthe s=ize of the obldect which the wmain
describes ag beins aboul Lthe size of a fiseld. or tweo
Flanes end Lo end. rules i =

bhawe haean

Bol LodMe - 11 hasz been sussested that tﬁe chete ot obserwesd
Pt SEn 1

il tness

sible
gl -

damsticon. until s=uch time as har

Ml LUCTHATIONZ - T4 i= felt that thisz could not be a
Foaz=ible ewxplanation Foor the sishiinsg: as we Fesel il
to be dmrozsible for five different witns at thras
different locaticons CDonkew S4. BurmarshoLower Wall Rds
Burmarsh-fldersate Lane LamFned,
Palluvinatican., Alaa infdriva ti
Faw the same
dinaton.
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Honaenie an this
“1v1b1u. Rt
Mlnﬁix :Lnd Lumw douwn =
below clouds we think it :
the answeri 8hd the Plune+ Uwr £ was :
#lare to bhe vizsible. and will not be folle wisible zonin
sround Junse-sJula (19972, There waere nog rerorts of ange briahbt
maetaors bheing seaen.

cloigdg
tl

x--,a;

The main witness has been Fullw co-oFerative throusbout the
sntire inpgestiagtion. with both ourseloess and other persons.
bler hawe of fered her Lhe oppmr*unita toowithdraw her state-
meant o wmare than one occasgion. and s=he baz declined to do
2o. - RBtatins that she is onla reFrartinz what she szw. and
believes Lo be the trubth. op what she has sesn.

in the downedi-—

Lo bhe same oF

here are also atl 3 obher witn

}
lte wicipite: as well as severzsl wiins
i

Mmilar abdac of Leadd imll-h is aerEroes nine amnd
#, half mlle: subh blest of the Burmarsh avend. at ambaout

! 285D hours 3, the wvillase of Aldinston Jwhich is
c 4 miles Morth West of the Burmarsh aread. al sboul
A hoogrs. Taking into considerstion that the obdect seaen
Ladd zand Aldinston. 1= the same ang observed in the
grmarEholamene ares Cthe location of Michael Howards resi-
aRRros-one-and & half omiles Horth West of location
main witness sisbhtinsd: we belisve that the seausnce
vents resardins Lthe obdects track dmovements? could be

3l oo -

1
e

&
o

Pre— Ladd: at arFrFros BRIDEC-BZIE55 hra.

Sy on

2at- In field orpagsite Great Lath Farms Donkew Stre
Burmarsh. Mt BRZIAE hrs be M Ji o Lanes and Chris e
Areros 18 miles from Laedd. ,
Fri-In fField ceposzite with Donkew Sdreset. and Lowsr Wall
oad. - Burmarsh. AL 83 ad-ad3ial hre arrross e Sarab Hall.
MERrox 1 omile from Great Lath Farm.
G428~ Ghowe residence of the then MHome Secraetsra Ni“k j
Hnmard~ in Flderaste Lans. Lamena, At soams Lime e twean
TEECEZI I8 hirs bw bwo Firamsan?
FHR F (a0 1 and hal f miles From L
e mt o Aldivstaons, at arRron 82
and hald miles From

ia

i

!Ti

Wall FHdoDonlbeas St

residaence.,

With resard to the sishbtins"s alt Lwdd: and Aldinston. we
are awaitinps full rerorts on these from an indersendent
B O '




T e h.n:-r"l reman who B rurm_n_n"‘e:l b h:L"l:.-: # 1oL heE L
© : ; residence have not hesrn IR | -, Sy,
: : iz ane Lruth to the rescrt o the e
Firemean must bhawve been st Mre. Howsrds® residence in an
official carpacits. asz it i aboul suarter a mile from the -
wain road MEEF . that rung throush the willazse of Lymene.,
W cannot s Hr Howards® residence from Lhe BE2EET. 3s the
wood  CHI1 1l Hurstoalders utm*« blocks the wiew. which we feal
rules oul the 1dea that the twe Ffiremen were of Ff dutas and
drivins alons the main road,. Theraefore we bheliswe that
thew must have =ither besn arercoachins Mr. Howards® reside-—
moes o bad osrrioved wben Lhes saw the obdscl. ntil the ftwuo
Firvemsan come Forward we cannot krnees bhe full faocts.
111 ettn;t_ b track them down have besn =0 far met with
Failure.,

ol

e pow come to the obdect  beins sishised cwer the residence
of e, Michasel Howasrd Cthe then Home Secretares of the Britizh
Govserrrmmant ). Takinag into acoount the abowve resardine the

tiagr Fivemen who bad rerorted Lthat thew had sesen the oblect
ghuwese Me, Howards® residencs. Lo o3 freslance resorter. it
could be that the Securits rerscnnel assiasnsed Lo the said
rezidencs saw the obdect coming towards them Ffrom Lthe Donbeaw
Street-Lower Wall Rosd JEurmarshd. ares Lo the SouthoSoutb-
Eazt: and thinkina that it was an aivoratfl of
tions or indaed = helicorter hit the panic but
could explain whe the two Fiveman were there.

Indmed it oweuld be interesiing Lo koow 1F Mr. Howards was in

residaence at the time of the incident? Alsc it would be

vaere interestins o kpow what the securite rersonnel made of

bhe obdect when thew realised that it could in o owaw be an

aircraft o helicopter. nonse of whioh thew were familizyr

with? It zeems lomical oo as
i

cume that the local poliloce were
contactaed. in fact thew would srobably bave arrived at thea
=aid residence in answer Lo the securitye alert. oo
But who else would have arrived on the scene? Indesd once
it was reanliszed that thes were not dealins with 2 normal
sgery daw obdect. who would thews have contazcted? Would the
Pla Cla Dre b been corbaoiaed? It i= qbu10u5 that a full
rerart would haoe bheen submitied o persons at a hisher
lewsls bhut bow hisah? The then Frimse Minister Jobn Maldor?
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, RECEIVED

Ty | W may 1997 30 way. gy,
E Roger Gale, M.P. -
’ House of Commons
London, SWI1A 0AA
29.5.97 01227 722366 (Private Office - a.m. only)

01227 720593 (FAX - 24hr)
0171 219 3000 (House of Commons)

- 0171 219 4343 (Members' messages)

Folkestone
kent

Dear D

Thank you for your letter of 25th May which has been received in our office
during Mr Gale's absence.

There is a very strict Parliamentary convention and Members of Parliament
do not deal with each other's constituents' enquiries and we would normally
send your correspondence on to Michael Howard for attention. However, as
you do not seem to want to contact Mr Howard we are returning this to you.

With my best wishes
Yours sincerel

Parlidmeptary Office Secretary
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COUNTY CONSTABULARY

Chief Inspector i Operatlons Centre, Police Headquarters, Sutton Road, Maidstone, Kent ME15 9BZ (:) \_O S o
Direct Dial:- mo ~ P

S B - uy 373 [
SEC (AS) 2 -
Room 8245 S
MOD Main Building i
Whitehall

London

SW1A 2HB

10 June 1997

Dear UENEENED

I have forwarded the enclosed correspondence to you in case it is of use to your
department.

I was contacted in March to verify whether or not we had the incident reported to Kent
Police Operations Centre and we did not. {Jjilll#has now send me the full account
which is of no significance to my organisation. I am therefore forwarding it to you.

Yours sincerely

Chief Inspector ([  ID

Operations Centre

gtosdamin AT
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~UFOMEK

UFO MONITORS EAST KENT
FIELD INVESTIGATION REPORT FORM

Date Of Sighting: g™ M#&H 1994 Time Of SIGHTING: O3 08 Hoorg

Location Of Sighting: =t o o= Dovey ST, twrm Lo
. 70 , CLUER 47 ¢
RURAMARH,  ben G o

National Map Grid Reference Of Observer: .42220x i / 01° 017 =

National Map Grid Reference Of Object If Known: . #a224x W Sy A Yool s

General Description Of Local Terrain Where Object Was Seen: FLaz Fras wii
CROPF WHERGE QI =UK7 SC€V,  Afilds 7o 72 ACRTH, ANVD A ARCHFS OF TRy
- Rorvmaw) MAK o  7HE (wS7 T e g S e Saurd
‘ A Lol ma, RUNS U TR FRRD, e T Reyal. M 7Ry
C}'?L»J/—\L., Rsniiind§ o —ERE  ALRA WS TTHE Frely UEo oI Secens o )
BTN s T AR AN AR T 4

FES PAUC D ikl ey st YF THE AREA, A2 A WD)
Are There Any Radio Transmission Masts Near Locality: Yes/No
Are There Any Water Reservoirs Near Locality: ¥es/No Rur 7rewe 4 4

Sluz®. 75 RUvah 7Hecuin 7AE FIED  (gHar O Tedr W3 (eeg

Are There Any Military Installations Near Locality: Yesfo —vew 40

Al LAVEEY 4neur // Miet T T SeuTT EAAT) A AR (ALl Ay Ay Cangr,

AavT 1O AveldN T ’7’»’4_ N /Z’q'\/\)(ES.
Are There Any Nuclear Facilities Near Locality: YesiNg™ Duvea
Alea7 [0 /¥AILLS ’ef-_a) "fa'la, t_s? A KK y VA FSvxer . T Hor—

Did The Object Leave Any Physical Traces: -Yes/No

P

3
A

What Were The Traces Found: /9 -

Did The Object Affect Anything During Its Presence: Y&&/No

Name Of Witness: NN

Age Of Witness: 25 »=4  D.O.B ou/7o/7,

Address Of Witness:
[ A, KET]




What Was The Witness Doing Immediately Before The Sighting:

("7)/(/ VINGG Mctares AFFER.  DrRYPy o= Sswe FRIGVI S

Wh&Vas The Witness Movements On The Day Of Sighting:

Did Anything Unusual Occur To The Witness Before The Sighting:
WEESS 20 Sy FECT TAte 4rC o 72 Tl4cs oF HEW Ak =&

T
WHA Jie Sat) e CRSECTL Str==m v e Mc:(:( ey

Has The Witness Had Any Previous Sightings: ¥YesiNo
Has The Witness Ever Had Any Previous Psychic Experiences: ¥8s/No

Was The Witness Receiving Any Medication At The Time Of The Incident: ¥exs/No

Was The Incident Reported To Any Other Organisation (U F O Group/Newspaper Ect )
AT Yert TS (Sutu ewr AVEATAPAPEHL)

If The Incident Was Reported To The Authorities What Feed Back Was There:

If The Incid/ent Was Reported To Another U F O Group What Was Their Conclusions:
ATA

What Does The Witness Think The Object Could Have Been: 770w+ 210, o
[FOSNIKY A STEACTE oF At FUTUIOT  Arinsf~7 Rur —5cn” i .
W et feiNaws DUE 7 avsasrs Ao A ek 4 G s

How Do They Come To The Conclusion That They Have Reached:

RECH+sr CcE THE  SBACACED  oi{TEl % "KE’HA\/IGUr(’

Has The Witness Suffered Any Effects Since The Incident. .

How Did The Witness Come Across During The Time You Spoke To Them Concerning
The Incident: wn S7ce Ve FRRI7ver A7 77t oF 78R Vel

Has The Witness Ever Read Any Books On UFOs: ¥e%/No

What Is The Witnesses Feeling On UFOs: i< Fouve /17 ARcsgige NIWCE THeE
S s 7S S

ias Any Other Member Of The Witness's Family Ever Seen A UFO: ¥s&/No
"~ eThere Aﬁy Other Comments Or Details Regarding This Incident That May Be Of

- levance:
2 Separate Sheet If Needed)

“Yhire Of Field Investiaator- Date: 14 MAR 1897
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From: (NS < cretariat (Air Staff) R 4 | i
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE _ " ""Z’?'/f <«
Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB R0
' Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 218 2140

{Switchboard) 0171 218 9000
{Fax)

Your reference

Folkestone Our reference
D/S S)/64/3
Kent Dé;eC(A )/64/
3 July 1997

Dear (D

1. Thank you for your recent letter addressed to the Secretary
of State for the Home Department concerning an alleged "UFO
sighting" near the residence of the former Home Secretary, Michael
Howard. Your letter and the supporting papers have been passed to
the Ministry of Defence and I have been asked to reply. You also
wrote to the Chief Inspector of the Operations Centre, Kent County
Constabulary, Maidstone. Chief Inspector (il has also
forwarded his correspondence to me.

2. The Ministry of Defence examines any reports of "unidentified
flying objects" it receives solely to establish whether what was
seen might have some defence significance; namely, whether there
is any evidence that the UK Air Defence Region might have been
compromised by hostile or unauthorized foreign military activity.
The integrity of the United Kingdom's airspace in peacetime is
maintained through continuous policing of the UK Air Defence
Region by the Royal Air Force which remains vigilant for any
potential military threat. Unless there is evidence of such a
threat, and to date no "unidentified flying object" sighting has
revealed such evidence, no attempt is made to identify the precise
nature of each reported incident. We believe that down to earth
explanations could be found for these reports, such as aircraft
lights or natural phenomena, if resources were diverted for this
purpose. It would, however, be an inappropriate use of defence
resources to provide this kind of aerial identification service.

3. The MOD has no expertise or role in respect of "UFO/flying
saucer" matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise
of extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which it remains open-minded.
I should emphasize that to date the MOD knows of no evidence which
substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena.




{ 4. MOD Air Defence staff have confirmed that there is no
' evidence to suggest an unauthorized incursion of the UK Air
Defence Region on 8 March. The Home Office has confirmed that no

security incident occurred in the home of the former Home
Secretary on this date as you allege in your letter.

5. I hope this explains the position.

Yours sincerely,




R EY
From: D S < cretariat (Air Staff) UEED i, X

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE %\ ?
Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 2?}8' 2140

(Switchboard) 0171
(Fax) ﬂ

Your reference

Our reference
Folkestone D/Sec(AS)/64/3
Kent Date

4 July 1997

pear (NG,

1. Thank you for your letter of 1 July concerning "unidentified
flying objects".

2. You should by now have received my letter of 3 July which
covers the points you raised in your letter to the Home Secretary.

Yours sincerely,




From: (D Secretariat(Air Staff}lll} Room 82&5/,
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 218 2140
{Switchboard) 0171 218 9000
(Fax)

Your reference

Qur reference

D/S AS 3
Farnborough, Dé;ec( I 54/

Hamishire. 4_July 1997
w (D

Thank you for your letter of 2 May addressed to the Prime
Mlnlster concerning "unidentified flying objects". Your letter was
only passed to this office on 26 June for reply and I am sorry for
the overall delay. You also wrote in a similar vein to me on 17
June - please take this as a reply to both your letters.

2. As you know from previous correspondence with this office, the
Ministry of Defence examines any reports of "unidentified flying
objects" it receives solely to establish whether what was seen
might have some defence significance; namely, whether there is any
evidence that the UK Aair Defence Region might have been
compromised by hostile or unauthorized foreign military activity.

3. Unless there is evidence of a potential military threat, and
to date no "unidentified flying object" sighting has revealed such
evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each
reported incident. We believe that down to earth explanations
could be found for these reports, such as aircraft lights or
natural phenomena, if resources were diverted for this purpose but
it would be an inappropriate use of defence resources to provide
this kind of aerial identification service.

4, Your letters mention a "UFO" sighting over the home of the
former Home Secretary, Michael Howard, near Folkestone. Although
the MOD has received reports of an alleged "UFO" sighting near
Michael Howard's home on 8 March 1997, MOD Air Defence staff have
confirmed that there is no evidence to suggest any unauthorized
incursion of the UK Air Defence Region on that date.

B You have also asked about the MOD's old "UFO" report files.
As is the case with other government files, MOD files are subject
to the provisions of the Public Records Act of 1958 and 1967.
This Act of Parliament states that official files selected for
preservation generally remain closed from public viewing for 30
years after the last action has been taken and are then
transferred to the Public Record Office for release into the
public domain. It was generally the case that before 1967 all
"UFO" files were destroyed after five years, as there was
insufficient public interest in the subject to merit their




permanent retention. However since 1967, following an increase in
public interest in this subject "UFO" report files are now
routinely preserved. A few files from the fifties and sixties did,
however, survive and are available for examination by members of
the public. They may be viewed at the Public Record Office, Ruskin
Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU. The references of these
files are as follows:

AIR 16/1199 AIR 2/16918
AIR 20/7390 AIR 2/17318
AIR 20/9320 AIR 2/17526
AIR 20/9321 AIR 2/17527
AIR 20/9322 AIR 2/17982
AIR 20/9994 AIR 2/17983
PREM 11/855

6. You will also wish to know that the Cabinet Office has the
responsibility for taking forward the Government's manifesto
pledge to introduce a Freedom of Information Act. The timetable
currently envisaged involves the publication of a White Paper
before this year's Summer Recess. This would be followed by a
period of open consultation leading to a draft Bill early next
year and further consultation.

Yours  sivaael,
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PRIME MINISTER'S l

2.3.91 CORRESPONDENCE SECTION L
Wrizer ‘rjurmed thes letter has been %/'
Jorwi.rded to the appropricte M O ,
Mr Tony Blair PM, "“”e}gf:f% ,’;’ﬁ‘j“,’;"“"‘
10 Downing Street, P
London.
Dear Sir,

Firstly I would like to congratulate you in becoming PM and in getting Labour into
government.

The main reason for this letter, of which considering the vast amount of work that now
lies ahead of you, you probably will find this letter a trivial matter. Nevertheless, do you
feel that it is time that this country lifts the lid on the cover up that is being facilitated to
hide all material/information concerning UFOQ's reported in this country and more so the
incidents that the MoD have had dealings with. I understand that earlier in the year a large
UFO was sighted close to the residence of Mr Michael Howard MP near Folkestone in
Kent and that details were altered when it was put out in the local papers and did not
seem to reach the main tabloids?

We are heading for the millennium, don't you think that it is time this country wakes up to
join the modern era approaching us at great speed instead of lying behind cover ups and
false denials.

In the mean time I wish you every success. I'm glad that your Labour party has got into
number ten.

Thank you for your help in this matter.

Yours Faithfully,

Farnborough,
Hants,

LTV . e
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2544 1997
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17.6.97

]
Sec (AS)\IR

Room 8245,
MoD,
Whitehall,
London.

»
\3oe
Dear QNN e
v

I am writing to you following a phone conversation I had with one of your colleagues on
the above date regarding a letter I had sent direct to the new Prime Minister on 2.5.97. I
enquired on the matter of his new government stopping the cover up that presently exists
on UFOQ incidents/material etc. As an example I referred to an incident that took place
earlier in the year close to the residence of Mr Michael Howard MP near Folkestone in
Kent that had many witnesses but whose stories were altered i.e. location of the UFOQ, to
make it appear that it was nowhere near Mr Howard's home when it was reported in the
local papers. The maim tabloid papers strangely had no mention of it. The reply I obtained
by a Miss (. dvised me that the letter had been forwarded to one of the Principal
government departments who would reply to my letter.

As yet I have not received a reply and as your colleague advised me, they too have not
recetved my letter via No. 10.

I would therefore be very grateful if you could advise me on this matter regarding the
existing retention of UFO reports etc. by the government/MoD. Would it ever come about
that such information would be available to the public as many countries do now have a
freedom of information policy whereby people can have access to this information. Many
UFO sightings have many witnesses and yet in many cases this information is then hidden.
Why is this so? The year 2000 is quickly approaching. Surely it's about time we were
allowed to join this new modern era. Public opinion on this matter is gaining strength,
sooner or later the government and powers that be are going to have to submit and give us
the true answers to our questions.

Thank you for your help in this matter.

Yours Sincerely,

—

Farnborough, Honts, WSS  ['ViNiSTRY OF DEFENCE

SEC(AS) 2
18 Jun 1997

FIE
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Dear Py Mo Gowans

I am writips Lo 2ou resardinse a2 UWFD siahtine: resort
that was zent Lo the current Home Secretara CRYt Hon Jack Straw MRS,
This rerort.resarded the sightinsg of 3 rerorted "Unidentified craft”.
saaen nexr and Frosz=ibly zabove the residence of the Former Homs Secret-—
arge CRY Hon Michzel Howard?:. o & March. 1997,

ave received a rerly From of

=1 LAl
5.‘*.&1:1’2?- aof which I waz not harew with.
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In her letter of 3 Julw. she states: "MOD fmiry Defence Staff have cone-
Firmaed that there is no evidence to sussest an unauthorized incursion
of the W Alr Defence Resion on & March®,

Howaver at leanst tweluve witnezses obserwved an "Unidentified craft®.
gix different locationz=. All describe sseina the same aor similar
obdect, Can we then conclude in resrect of Lthe PMOD Air Defence o
rerldas that ll these recorle were seeinz something that wasn™ 4t Lh

The “"Unidentified cr*ff“~ was seaen al Ladd at 2018 and 83188 hrss
Burmarsh betwsan @3 SEAZET hrsshluwmene Mr Howasrd=s? Frorerta?. at
aii etz hrs-sRashford 4t wa-iu hre-<Zmesth at G328 hrz-Aldinston at

(xR 38 hr=, Thisg obdect was fleins arcund these areas for about ans
I half hours. and wet we are sewrected Lo believe Lthat RBir Defencs
Staff. did not observe this event on radar?

Q.

- P

[y

It should not be forgscotten that on the niahbt of March 38-.31 1936 when
T

two Belalan F-16 aircrafi. ware in pursdlt of an "Unidentified crafi”
which came within six minutesz of British airsFracse. FAnd once asain the
British Frublic were led to belisve that the MOD knew npothins of the
aevents of that nisht. It iz 3 kpown Tact that Belaeium i= a member of
HMaTO. and that all other HATO member countries are informed of anw
Yuncorrelated” tarsets. tracked on vadar be other Courntries. and that
thes have launched intercert aircraft. So For the MOD ot to havs
known of the events that niaht. thee must have been azleer.
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In the letter and document that was sent to the Home Secretards was
slzc a petition that was sianed bw concerned members of the rublic who
Faelt that there was a vere sericous matier reszsrdins securita. with

¢
remard Lo the "Unidentified craft” beins seen near the RY Hon Michael
Howards" residence <Burmarsh ane and half mile SEqsqaldington two miles
Fid > . Can 20u please tell me what haz harrened to this petition?

With resard to the "Upidentified crafi" beins seen owver Rt Hon Howards® |
residence, Thiz waz bhzerved by a Fire Brisade crew. who must hawve |
b on the track droad? leadins to his Propertys. az 9ou cannol see

the abowve mentioned proFercis Fraom Lhe main rond (BEGET I, beczuse th

i

wocd Blocks the wiew, S0 what was the fire corew doins nezr the Bt Hon
Michael Howasrds® properts st that timse of Lhe mornins?  fssin I sucte
T T 2t letter of 3 Julg: she statezi- "The Home OFFics
have confirmed that no security incident cocurred st the howms of the
Formar Home Secre ~w an thizs date'. Soowhat were bthe fire crew doins

ted to beliewve that the fire creaw wars luaips?

there? HMrae e =
W=t could thew passibly sain Fraom doins sob

worndear 1iFf wou heaove pead the reFrcrt that wuas : opphoe the POD. e
the Home OFfice? 1 understand ithat Chief Insrecicr (GG, -F the
Cerarations Centre. at the Kent Counte Constabulare Hezdausriters. has

aleo forwarded a cope af the rercoriscorrespandencs the MOk,

SZheuld wou bmue read this rercrts 1 o would be wvers interested in wour

=i that this
AF ot af a

clher concerned residents of Kenis

the Frozsibiliis of LT TN I ™ N S

I mwziit gaur resla with interests and thank sou Ffor taking the time
in lookina into this matter.

[
¥
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- Sutton Coldfield - West Midlands [EEND- UK

Phone ;: NG
Fax: U

E-Mail: GEEY

Fax Cover Sheet
To; IR - Sccretariat (AS YD
Phone: 0171 218 2140
8 Psection 40

From: S
Date: 30/06/97

Pages Including this cover: 1
Subject: Rendlesham Forest Incidents

Comments:

I am writing an article on the above subject and would like to include the MoD)'s
conclusions concerning the events there over the Christmas period in 1980,

On a separate matter: Have any reports of a large triangular crafl scen by former Home

Sccrctary, Michael !loward's house in Kent been forwarded to your office 7 1 not,
perhaps you would lct me know how Lo submit such a report.

Sincerel

a1




From: WD, Secretariat (Air Staff) ()

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 218 2140

(Switchboard) 0171 218 900
(Fax S oo

Your reference

Sutton Coldfield Our reference

S)y/64/3
West Midlands gﬁfec(A )/64/

1\ July 1997

Dear WD

1 Thank you for your facsimile message of 30 June in which you
asked for MOD comments on the incidents which are alleged to have
occurred at RAF Woodbridge/Rendlesham Forest in December 1980.

2. When the Ministry of Defence was informed of the events which
are alleged to have occurred at Rendlesham Forest/RAF Woodbridge
in December 1980, all available substantiated evidence was looked
at in the usual manner by those within the MOD/RAF with
responsibility for air defence matters. The judgement was that
there was no indication that a breach of the United Kingdom's air
defences had occurred on the nights in question.

3. As there was no evidence to substantiate an event of defence
concern no further investigation into the matter was necessary.
Although a number of allegations have subsequently been made about
these reported events, nothing has emerged over the last 16 years
which has given us reason to believe that the original assessment
made by this Department was incorrect.

4. In your letter you also ask how you might submit a formal
report of a "UFO" sighting to the MOD. Anyone who wishes to
report an "unexplained" aerial sighting to the MOD can do so by
writing to this office with the full details. The report will be
assessed in the usual manner to determine whether there is a
defence interest.

Yours sincerely,




MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
WHITEHALL LONDON SW1A 2HB

Tolophon TR

SPECIAL ADVISER TO
SECRETARY OF STATE

D/SA (16/97)

Fol!es!one ' .

KRent

14th July 1997

~

pear UG

Thank you for your letter of 8th July.

I appreciate that you have already been in correspondence
with Secretariat (Air staff) but, given that this subject does not
directly fall within my responsibilities at the MOD, I have passed .
“your letter back to them, as they are the appropriate branch
within the Ministry of Defence to deal with this topic.

Yours sincerely,

A D McGOWAN
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HoOME OFFICE | \

\ 50 Queen Anne’s Gate, London SWI1H 9AT

N T O - G

David Omand
Permanent Under Secretary of State

26 February 1998

Do,

Thank you for your letter of 30 January concerning the alleged UFO sighting at the former
Home Secretary’s home in Kent.

As aresult of your letter Kent County Constabulary have rechecked their records between the
1-15 March 1997 and have confirmed that no security incident took place at the property in
question between these dates or that they have had any correspondence with{jJjjjjifabout
the matter.

Given what the police have had to say, it is doubtful whether much could be gained from a
meeting with officials. However should you consider that such a meeting would be helpful
then (D /1o is responsible for the arrangements for Mr
Howard’s security, would be willing to attend and could arrange for a representative from

Kent County Constabulary to be present. (N

To  ever,

Secretariat (Air Staff){§
Ministry Of Defence
Room 8247

Main Building

London SW1A 2HB

cj\3724
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From: iR, Secretariat (Air Staff)-
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 8247, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial)
(Switchboard) 0171 218 9000

(Fax)
Your reference
. Our reference
Home Office D/Sec(AS)/64/3
50 Queenn Anne's Gate 043 e b
London swlH 9AT 25th February 1998

A

1. We spoke recently about my letter to you of 30th January
concerning allegations made by a member of the public (

that a 'UFO' had landed in the vicinity of the former Home
Secretary's house in March last year. You said that you hoped to
let me have something in reply very soon.

2. We now have two more 'ufologists' asking about this issue:

a. of g, sutton Coldfield claims

to be a journalist researching the incident and has asked us
to confirm that an incident occurred on the day in question.

b. of Beaumaris,
Anglesey, has
written to say that the Society i1s jointly holding a

conference with the House of Commons Select Committee on
Science and Technology on 17th March at which he will be
asking two questions. The first concerns the Freedom of
Information Act; the second is to request a public inquiry
into the alleged incident at Mr Howards house.

3. I would like to respond to all three letter writers as soon as
possible, particularly given the date of the Select Committee
conference and put the facts, whatever they are, in the public
domain. As I said previously, I am more than happy to come along
and talk to your colleagues about what might or might not be
relevant, or collaborate with lines to take.

4. Could I have something soon please.

\-KG‘U\% 1= Vle




LOOSE MINUTE
D/Sec(AS)/64/1
1 Jul 97

ADGE]

ALLEGED "UFOQO" INCIDENT AT THE HOME OF MICHAEL HOWARD

1. I have been passed a letter which was addressed to the Home
Secretary which asks questions about an alleged “"security
incident" with a possible "UFO" connection at the then Home
Secretary's residence on 8 March 1997. Michael Howard was and
remains the MP for Folkestone and Hythe and lives in the
constituency.

2. Unsurprisingly, the Home Office have confirmed that there was
no such security incident involving the Home Secretary on 8 March
and in responding along the usual lines I would like to make the
following statement:

" there is no evidence that the UK Air Defence Region was
compromised by unauthorized foreign military activity on the
date in question."

3. I should be grateful for confirmation that this statement is
factual.

[original signed]

Sec(AS)
MB8245
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D/DAO/1/13 “hmes
2 Jul 97 N
Sec(AS )-
ALLEGED "UFO' INCIDENT AT THE HOME OF MICHAEL HOWARD
Reference: D/Sec(AS)/64/1 dated Jul 97.
1. At Reference, you asked for confirmation that no unauthorised
military activity occurred in the UKADR on 8 Mar 97.
2. Having consulted HQ 11/18 Gp, I can confirm that there was no

such military activity reported anywhere and, specifically, in the
Kent/Folkstone area.

3. Additional inquiries with AIS LATCC, West Drayton, have also
confirmed that no unusual or unauthorised air activity, civil or
military, was reported or observed in that area on that date.
LATCC holds a radar recording of air traffic in the Folkstone area
for 8 Mar 97. As a precaution, since the Home Secretary was
involved, I have asked for the tape to be preserved until 31 Jul
97 in case further enquiries are launched.

[original signed]
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From'— Secretariat (Air Staff)-
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 8247, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial)
(Switchboard)

(Fex v

Your reference

Folkestone %“Sﬁ?mis 64/3
Kent % Deée (A5)/6d/
29th July 1997

e oo

As you know, the Secretary of State for Defence's Special
Adviser, Alasdair McGowan, has forwarded your letter of 8th July
to Secretariat (Air staff).

I am sorry you were not happy with \UNNNEEES s response
to your letter to the Home Secretary. In view of the comments you

have made to Mr McGowan I have reviewed the correspondence and the
way your letter was handled. As you know, the Ministry of Defence
has only a-limited -interest in 'UFO'-related issues and, within
the terms of this remit, I am satisfied that you were provided

with the facts of the case. There really is nothing further to
say.

-~

I am sorry to send what I know will be a disappointing reply.

VS




“UFO MONITORS EAST KENT

Y

Secretariat (dir Starr R
MIMISTREY OF DEFEHCE.

Fain Buildina.

Whitehalls

Londaorms -

Sdif Z2HB.

14 Januzmry,

REF:— [DosecigSi- gd4.-3 EURMARSH ﬂIbHTIHb Bt Hon MICHAEL HOWSRD MF,

vear (-

Yo maw remember that in Julw. last wenr 019973,
I waz in contact with wour derariment. resardins the siahtine of =
UFD dnm the wicinity of the Rt Hon Michael Howard MF residence durins
the sarly hours of & March. 1937, Vour derartment reciewved £1 wss
led to pelievel. tuo corias of the reFrorts ane from the MHome OFFice.

and ane from Chief nsereciar — of Kent Counts Constabulare.

I am pow writine to wou resardina this ziaht ina amains in the hore
that Your derartment ras re-consideraed their Position with resard to
this =ishtina. az I thirn I ztated to wour derartment last vesr. cur

investigators will nobt @ive ue on this matter,
£

We know have corresropdence. from Kent Countu U +dbUl$F” which
confivrms that there was 3 security incident at the rasidence of

Rt Hon Michael Howsrd MR, arcund the date of the UFD =miahtins.

Mot andys that we were contacted bw oz member of the EEcurd b
continsent who was on dute an the niabt in suesticn. wthis has stated
that the unidentified cobdact was directlv ceser the raesidence of

Mo HMHoward.

Ea=zt Kent Eura MP Mark M tt=: brousht the matter before the Eurcrean
Farliament:. on 23 Maw. 19937, and I have been in contact with My Watis®
aoffice. and he has Fram1sedqiaﬁ k Turthwr‘lntu the matiak,,

MINSTRY OF DEFENGE
SEC(AS)2




The Rt Hon Jack Straw P
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| UFO MONITORS EAST KENT
 FoLkesTone. kent D

Pager Number
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Seoretariat Q@i St FEY 2als
MIMISTRY OF DEFENCE

Mairn Buildins.

Whitehalls

Lamdars

Shiley 2HE.

REF:-—-  DezecigSi-ad- 3 BURMAREH STGHTING-RY Hon MICHAEL HOWERD MF.

You mas remember that in Julw. last waap (1997,
I was in contact with wour derartment. resardins the zightina of =z
UFD dn the vicinity of the Et Hon Michael MHowsrd pFR residence durins
the early hours of 8 Marck. 1aa¥. Your derartment recieved 1 WnE
lted to beliew twa cories of the rerart. ans From the Home OFFice.
and one from Chief Inspector of Eent County Constg huldru

I am nose writine to wou regardinﬂ this sishtine asain. in the hoes
that wour derartment hasz re :cnfidared their Pozition with resserd O
thiz sishtine. as [ think tated too wour derartment last HEH T Gy
investisstors will not o sive uF oon this matter.

b |I
h;

Ll kmow bz carresFondence.  from Kent Counta Constabulsre which
canfirms that there was B Fecuriis incident at the residence of
Rt oHor Michael MHesesed M arcaund the date DF fhe LIFI zishtina.,
Mot ondle that we wEre contacted by oa member of the sS@oyrity
continsent who was on dutas on the niaht inp qt:511HN« wilia has o
that the unddentified obigct wmse directly cuer the residance of
Flr.  Heoagzmed,

East Fant Euyro pp Mark Watis. brousht the matier bhefore the Eurorenn

Farliament. on 23 Mavw. 1997, and I hawe baen in contact with Me Matts®
office: and he has Fromx'ed to look further into *hw mnftwr.
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* UFOMEK

UFO MONITORS EAST KENT

8 OLKESTONE. KENT
Tel Pager Number

MIMHISTRY OF DEFENCE

Focu 8247, B
Main Buildins. ;10 FEB 1899
Whi tehalls

Londons

Sl 2HE.

Dear —

2ecently. 2our derartment =ent one of our members.
P » of Ramssate. Kent: a listins of all UFO ziehtinas

reFrarted to the Mipnistre OFf Defence durins 1997,

One entre on that listins was for & March. 1997, at Huethe. Kent.
Would it be possible for wou to forward to me a cory of that repcrt,
of details of the time of the rerorted incident on that date. and the
exact locaticons with brief descrirtion of what was ohserwed?

I would be most arateful for sour co—oreration resardina this part—
icular incident.

WMould it also be passible for us ta obtain cories of incidents that
are reForted to the polices and in Lturn Passed onto wour derartment?

I know from laeie e » of Guest Publications that this was

done in the rFrast.

Thanking wou for wou time and attention resardins this matter.

Yours Sincafelg




From:

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE :
Main Building, Whitehall, London’ SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 218 2140
(Switchboard) 0171 218 9000 -
(Fax)

Your reference

Folkestone Our reference
: D/Sec(AS)/64/3
Kent Da{g (As)/64/
;E; March 1998

pear (NG

-

1. Thank you for your letter of 14 January which you sent again
on 2 February. Your letter of 15 January addressed to the Home

Secretary, which you repeated on 1 February, has been passed to
MOD for reply.

2 The extent of the MOD's interest in the alleged events of
8 March last year have been fully explained to you-in previous
correspondence and, as we have already stated, the Home Office

have confirmed that no security incident occurred at the former
Home Secretary's home in Kent.

. As my letter of 3 July made clear, the copy of the report you
submitted to the Home Secretary with your undated letter in June
last year was passed to the Ministry of Defence.

Yours sincerely,




MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 218 2140

{Switchboard) 0171 218 90
oo

Your reference

Our reference
Folkestone, D/Sec(AS)/64/3

Kent. Date

— Zq_August 1998

Ny

— has asked me to reply to your letter of 17 August.

You say that you believe the enclosure forwarded with your
letter is a fake and ask for advice on how to deal with it. As the
document appears to have been unsolicited, I can only suggest that
you treat it as you would any other wunsolicited item of
correspondence.

You also ask about how to respond to telephone calls. Most
telephone companies offer an advisory service on how to deal with
unwanted callers and you may therefore find it helpful to talk
with the organisation providing your own facility.

Finally, if you or anyone you know feels threatened in any

way by unsolicited mail or telephone calls you may also £find it
helpful to talk about your concerns with your local police force.

s sy,




From: INEEENERY, Sccretariat(Air Staff/ll) Room 82451 i1
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building, Whitehall, London, SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 218 2140

(Switchboard) 0171 218 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference

Qur Reference
Folkestone, B/Srec(AS§/64/3

Z?_ February 1999

Kent.

e ]

Thank you for your letter of 10 February addressed to [ lll@. I have been asked to
reply.

Having seen a list of reported ‘UFO’ sightings for 1997, you asked for a copy of a ‘UFQO’
report from Hythe, Kent dated 8 March 1997. The inclusion of this date in the MOD list of alleged
sightings during 1997 reflected the fact that a member of the public drew our attention to a report
in a Kent newspaper about an alleged sighting in the Hythe area on that date. The MOD did not
receive any reported sightings direct about what was alleged to have occurred although we did
receive correspondence seeking more information. As you know, the MOD does not investigate
alleged sightings unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an

external military source. On this occasion there was no substantive evidence and no further action
was taken.

You have also asked for copies of any reports forwarded to the MOD by the civil police.
Any reports of this nature would be provided in confidence and would not be available for public
scrutiny for 30 years. This is due to the Public Records Act of 1958 and 1967. This Act of
Parliament states that official files generally remain closed from public viewing for 30 years after
the last action has been taken. It was generally the case that before 1967 all ‘UFO’ files were
destroyed after five years, as there was insufficient public interest in the subject to merit their
permanent retention. However since 1967, following an increase in public interest in this subject
‘UFO’ report files are now routinely preserved. Any files from the 1950s and early 1960s which
did survive are already available for examination by members of the public at the Public Record
Office, Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU. Files from 1967 onwards will be
routinely released to the Public Record Office at the 30 year point.

Nours sincaraly,
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UFO MONITORS EAST KENT

, FOLKESTONE, KENT
Pager Number

Secretariat CRir
Foom 8245,
MIMISTRY OF DEFEHCE.
Main Buildins.
Whitehall.
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S ZHE.
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~Z(ﬁFebruaras 1293,

per S

Thank wau for vwour letter of 22 Februaru.

wl gl

tregardins
me enauire on the UFD sishtine of 8 March. 1997,

Therefore I am writine to wou under the terms of the Code of Practice
on Rocess to Govermnment information.

In wour letter. wou state that the anlw information that wour derart—
ment has with resard to a sishtina on that date it from a member of
the rublics whe druw Biy Staff 2. attention to =

a reFort in a3 KEent
NewsSFarer, I would were much like o koo what newsparer that was.

and the date of the article. or the date when this member of the
Fublic contacted wou derartment?

How wow can saw that wour derartment has no ather information. with
reaard to other sishtinas on the & Marchs 1997, seams imFossible to
bzlieve. esreciallas when wrate ta muws=elf on the
3 Julws 1997, to asckrowledae FecelfFt O wo reFrorts from the Homs

ffices and Chief Inseaector of Kent Counts Constabulara.,

The rerorts we sent to the Home OFfFfice. and Kent Folice. included a
comrleted UFOMEE rercart form. sigsned bw the witpness. and a comelets
witnpess statement on UWFOMEEK headed FrarFrer. also sizned and daobed be
the witness. I slsc balieve that I sent ancther corw of the rerFort
Lo m: alona with a cory of a Field Irnvestisation Rerport
Farm. Therefore if wou do not have these letiers of correspand?ncaa
and surrFortineg documentssrarers. then which derartment has them?

I kpcw from the Home Office that the rerort I sent them on S Junss
1997, waz Fraszed onto swour derartment on the 9 June, 19%7. How wou
can claim that 2oy anly have details of ane sishtina for the date of

- R ~ s . . L '
2 Marchs 1997, from z newsrarer article: is absolutely unbelievable




tbnt%cted«uour de
2 knew

thev ‘were

S ’ d-—, 997, he was sent
a fax iellxna h:m the same th1rsq . vou Fleas = eyFldxn too me why
Hour depqrtment =till insist on dﬁnulnq 411 knowledse of the other
incidents an the & March. 1997. when I thew have received details of
these as acknowledased bw in her letter of 3 Julu. 1997,
to me {corw enclased>. ‘ ‘ '

Thankina wau for wour time and attention resarding this matter. and
. I await vour rerlu ¢ with interest.




From: — Secretariat(Air Staff)2a, Room 823
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Main Building, Whitehall, London, SW1A 2HB

. Telephone (Direct dial) '
(Switchboard) 0171 218 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference

Folkestone, 8%%%%??6%/3

Dat
ik ¥ 99 March 1999

ey N

Thank you for your letter of 26 February regarding an alleged incident near the former
Home Secretary’s house on 8 March 1997.

In previous correspondence, it was stated that Sec(AS)2 have no additional information
regarding this sighting. You then pointed out that had formerly referred to reports

forwarded to this office from the Home Office and the Police. I assumed you were aware of these
reports as they were originally written by you and addressed to the Home Office and Police. They
were then forwarded to Sec(AS) for reply. I can confirm that Sec(AS)2 holds all the papers you

sent directly to us regarding the incident, including the UFOMEK report form and UFOMEK
witness statement.

I have enclosed newspaper cuttings regarding the alleged incident over the former Home
Secretary’s house on 8 March 1997.

Nows S |




et sy

RECEIVED

7 AU Wss

ROYAL AIR FORCE

1% August 1997

As a scheduled first hand warning, you are no longer permitted to carry on investigations into the
supposed triangular-shaped object that was seen over Burmarsh, Kent.

The report of this unidentified craft by — on the 10® March 1997 (which was received by
researchers at UFOMEK) was made at haste. She had actually seen a Rapid Response military aircraft,
but as to new developments, I am not permitted to release details on its structure. The “disc like” shape
Sarah saw attached to the rear of the aircraft was a distance radar, but yet again due to new
developments I can only be vague about its description and function.

May I state, therefore, this is not Official Denial. Your co-operation into this matter is vital for the
security of military intelligence. You should now, therefore, proceed to leave this mistake for

to realise and forget. Other reports have come through from Dymchurch of a similar supposed UFO.
These reports were acknowledged by us and the relevant people were told the situation.

From our obvious co-operation, we would appreciate yours. This matter, as we both know is also
causing “emotional stress” for certain individuals, and should only strengthen the need to pass this case
by as solved. :

Once again this is a Conditional Warning.

Yours Sincerely,

Wing Commander
Fieid Force Commander
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UFO MONITORS EAST KENT

FOLKESTONE. KENT,
Tel Pager Number

secretariat {Air Staffo
Ministry Of Defenca:
Room S247.

Main Buildina.
Whitehsll.

Landon

Sl ZHE.

17 Auvsust. 19948,

vesr NN

. I am writine to wou with resard to the enclosed
letter that I received this mornin « AX You can =ee it is From
Fomeone claimine to be an RAF Wine Commarnder. It is obvious that
the letter is a fake. which I feel makes thé matter wore sericus.
as it shows that there is FOMEOnNE FOSINg as a member of MHer Madestu’s
Forces. of which I understand can be considered an ocffence.

The reason I am sendine this lettar to wou, is to wmake wou aware that
indeed there could well be sSomeore POsins-ax a member of the Roual
Air Force. Should I discover who this is. what action do wou suyasest
1 take. if this rerson should send similar letters or makes telerhone
calls to either »oor muself? Do wou think it areromiate
for me to rerFort the matter to the local Folice:s or rerort to wous
ghould the identity of the persdan be digcovered? I do-know that
throush mv dealiness with the U.S. Alrforce in the rast. thev take a
vers serious and dim view of persons iwrersonatioe mersonnel from
their branch of thta armed services.

Bhould this letter be from a senuine member of the RAF. imParting
official information, then surely that is an of feance within the
constraints of the Officizl Secrets Act.

I await vour rerly with interest.

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE |
SEC (AS) 2

19 AUG 998
i
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From: STl
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat) 3
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue,
LONDON WC2N 5BP

' Telephone: (Direct dial)

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

CHOts address: DAS-Sec3

FAX MESSAGE

TO: Hayes Archive
SUBJECT: Request for files.
DATE: 29 April 2004

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER: 1

Please could you send me the following file which is required to answer an enquiry
from a member of the public.

D/Sec(AS)64/3 Part ] - UFO Public Correspondence

My UIN number is F6208A.

Thank you for your assistance. If you have any questions, please give me a call.
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From: EESSIEEINN

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat) 3
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue,
LONDON WC2N 5BP

Telephone: (Direct dial) S eieOZIE
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

(Fax)
'CHOts address: DAS-Sec3
E-Mail: das-sec3@defence.mod.uk

FAX MESSAGE

TO: Hayes Archive
SUBJECT: Recall of files
DATE: 7 April 2004

NUMBER OF PAGES INCLUDING THIS COVER: 1

Please could you return the following files to this office in order for me to
answer a request for information from a member of the public. My UIN
is F6208A. a

D/Sec(AS)64/2 Part E - UFO Sighting Reports " Chacud ~Nthey funcl
2" D/Sec(AS)64/3 Part1 - UFO Public Correspondence =Sewt ki ﬂwﬂ) 20-10- 2003
D/Sec(AS)64/3 Part L - UFO Public Correspondence — Seaf & Hcv\{&; 20-10- 266R

Please give me a call on the above number if there are any problems.
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g RS ection 40
Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP
Telephone (Direct dial) 0207218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 90
Gn, |
Your Reference
Qur Reference-
ursledon
Nr Southampton D/DAS/64/3
Ha i Date .
6 April 2004

pEY-ccion 40

Thank you for your letter dated 19" February concerning an ‘unidentified flying object’ incident
in Burmarsh, kent in 1997. I apologise for the delay in sending a substantive reply.

We are aware that an article appeared in the Daily Mail on 19 January 1998 which alleged that, on
the 8 March 1997, a “‘UFQO’ had been seen within the vicinity of the Kent home of the former
Home Secretary, The Rt Hon Michael Howard QC MP. MOD Air Defence staff confirmed, at the
time, that there was no evidence to suggest an unauthorised incursion of the UK Air Policing Area
on this date. Also, the Home Office confirmed that no security incident had occurred.

With regard to your question as to how much information the MOD holds on these events, we
hold four general files which cover this period which are currently stored in archives. These
contain ‘UFQ’ sighting reports, correspondence from the public, and parliamentary questions and
enquiries. The files are not exclusively about this incident, but are all the correspondence the
MOD received in order of date of receipt, between January and August 1997. I have recalled
these files from archives and when received, I will examine them for any relevant information and
write to you again.

I hope this is helpful.

Yours sincerely,
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From: EESINESIN

Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue, London,
WC2N 5BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 0207218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
(GTN) —

Your Reference

; Qur Reference
Shipston-on-Stour D/DAS/64/3

A : Date
Warwickshire 7 June 2004

Thank you for your letter of 9 May 2004 concerning newspaper reports of a sighting of a
‘Unidentified Flying Object’ on 6 April near Stratford.

First, it may be helpful if I explain that the Ministry of Defence examines any reports of "UFOs' it
receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some defence significance;
namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom's airspace might have been
compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of a potential threat
to the United Kingdom from an external source, and to date no '"UFQ' report has revealed such
evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported sighting. We believe it
is possible that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found
for them, but it is not the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification service.
We could not justify expenditure of public funds on investigations which go beyond our specific
defence remit.

With regard to your particular observation, I can confirm that we received no other reports of
‘UFO’ sightings for 6 April from anywhere in the UK. We are satisfied that there is no
corroborating evidence to suggest that the United Kingdom’s airspace was breached by
unauthorised aircraft. ’

Finally, you asked for the address of RAF Cosford and RAF Gayton, presumably so that you can
check if they have received any reports of these events. You may wish to be aware that this office
is the focal point within the MOD for correspondence concerning UFO matters and any UFO
reports received by RAF stations are passed to us. If, however, you still wish to write to

RAF Cosford the full postal address is; RAF Cosford, Wolverhampton, West Midlands
WV73EX. RAF Gayton closed on 31 October 1974.

I hope this is helpful.

Your sincerely,
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Jill rom Alcester, Warcs. “Tt was the 5th August 1997, it was about 10.45pm, we were in a car and I was
driving, travelling from Stratford. Then we saw this triangle, it made no noise and had white lights on the corners €
and a big orange beam in the middle, we saw it for about ten minutes. We travelled about three and a half miles’
towards it and we actually drove underneath it, as we drove underneath it, it came down towards us and then it
was gone in a flash. I believe that someone else saw it a few miles away, on that same evening and at the same

time that we saw it.

e A i s

The Standard, Friday, August 22, 1997

GIANT Unidentified
AFlying Object
- Ahovered in the South
Warwickshire sky - just

feet away = from
teirified women. A

Carole Corden and-Jill Day
actually . passed .” under -the
brightly-lit UFO which was about

the size of two double decker -

buses. .
The friends spotted the object
as they travelled back to Redditch
from. a show rehearsal in
Stratford earlier this month.
Shortly after 10.30pm, as they
approached The Stag at Redhill,
Carole, a passenger in Jill’s
Rover, saw something in the sk
to the riorth west. - i
“It was an absolutely massive
bright light - bigger than the
moon,” she told the Standard.

Their view was blocked by .

hedgerows and it wasn’t until
they were about to get off the
Alcester by-pass and head

two

‘Association are scrutinising
the skies over t ;
Stour following a sighting ear
" Reports of a UFQ sighting in
Shipston have reached investl-

- gator John Herron, and he Is
keen to contact other people
who may have spotted it.
The UFQ. was: spotted at
7.20pm’ on Tuesday, March 5
but exact details rev:ain scant.
A police spokesmen said no
U’FQ sightings were reported
daring March.

omen shocked
JFO sighting

Tim Hunt

towards Studley along Ryknild
Street that they both got a full
view of the UFQ. S
“As we approached the last
island the light started coming
down to tree level,” added Carole.

~ “We slowed right down. We just

knew that what we were seeing
was something we hadn’t seen
before. : S -
- “It-was triangular with three
neon lights on each point with a
bright, but not dazzling, orange
light in the middle, surrounded
by black. ’

“I ‘could see girders on the

-sides, but it didn’t seem to have

any depth. .

“It all sounds very far-fetched
but that’s what we saw. At one
stage I honestly thought it was
going to suck me up.”

Jill acceleraied away from the
scene, with Carole looking back to
see the object rising back up into
the sky. '

‘frightening.”

It wasn’t until the next day that
the shock hit them. Things got
worse when Carole discovered

* that the mother of another friend

had seen something similar near
Birmingham that same night

"('I‘uesday, August 5).

Gloria Dixon of the British UFO
Research Association (BUFORA)
described their experience as “the
classic UFQ sighting”, but poured
cold water on any suggestion of it
being extra-terrestrial.

“It’s almost certain to be
military. There is a prototype
UAV (Unmanned Aerial Vehicle)
which is thought to be flying out
of several British Aerospace
bases. :

“They tend to be silent and low-
flying and they are also very

Did you see anything
strange in the sky that

night? Send a report of
any UFO sightings to the
Standard.

“Research

ér. Shipston-on-

A

5 /37 9¢




The Stratford Standard, Friday April 16, 2004 P AGE__33

Can vou she

TWO students are trying to
find a rational explanation
behind.an unidentified flying
object seen hovering outside

- Stratford.

The friends - 20-year-old
Victoria Ricketts from Bidford
and 19-year-old Lucy Holbrooke
from Broom - were driving back
from the cinema in Solihull just
before midnight last Tuesday
when the strange goings-on
began.

Victoria, a student at the
University of Lancashire, said
they noticed a distant pink light
in the sky and thought it was a
bright star or planet.

But a few minutes later as the
pair “drove back to Bidiord

through Henley and towards
Great Alne, the light that had
seemed to be a distant star was -
suddenly much lower.

The friends decided it was just
a plane, with a red light at the
back of it and white lights at the
front.

They continued driving home
through Great Alne but as they
turned a corner approaching the
village they were suddenly con-

~ fronted by a sight they still can

not comprehend or explain.
According to the students, a
binocular-shaped object with
two bright headlights at the
front and a flashing light at the
back was hovering silently at
street lamp height only 200

metres in front of them.

"I hiave never been so petrified -
in my entire life - never,” Victoria .

told The Standard. =
“I am not one of those people
who believes in all the alien and
UFO madness but how can
something go from being the

height of a star to the height of a -

plane to being just off the
ground so quickly? It does not
make sense.”

The object disappeared as
soon as a car came rushing. up
behind the two friends but they
believe somebody else must
have seen it or can offer a ratio-
nal explanation.

Did you see the UFO or know‘

what it was? If so, write to the

editor at the usual address on

page <wo.

!




Was UFO just Venus?

A MYSTERIOUS pink light
spotted in night skies near
Stratford - sparking rumours
of a UFO sighting - could have
been the planet Venus, accord-
ing to astronomy experts.

Steve Smith, chairman of
the Stratford Astronomical
Society, said Venus was very
bright at the moment and
although it should appear
white in colour, a hazy skyline
could make it seem orange or
even pink.

The Observer contacted Mr
Smith after two students spot-
ted a bright pink star-like light
in the skies over Great Alne,
between  Stratford  and
Alcester, on April 6.

The friends - 20-year-old
Victoria Ricketts from Bidford
and 19-year-old Lucy
Holbrooke from Broom - were
driving .towards Great Alne
just before midnight when
they first notlced the strange
light.

But  their

experience

became more bizarre when
the light suddenly dropped
much lower in the sky, leading
them believe it was a plane,
and just minutes later they

claim it hovered silently .at |
street-lamp level just metres |§

away from them. '
Stratford Quaker Phlhp )

Morris also contacted The | ':’
Observer to report a strange |}
pink-light on the same night.” 1§

He was driving back from'
Adderbury, near Banbury, with
two fellow Quakers when at
around 9.45pm the group

noticed the sky glowing a| |

strange colour. »

“We passed Upton House |}
and as we were approaching |}
the Banbury Road towards
Stratford most of the low sky
was covered in black cloud but
below that there was this
extraordinary pink glow,” he
said. |
“We thought it might have | §
been a fire or the lights from-{]

Stratford but who knows.” =

The Observer, Thursday April 22, 2004




PAGI: 8 The Observer,

Thursday April 29, 2004 —

I saw the
'UFO too

- READING your edition of April 16
(Can you shed light on UFO?) =
reminded me of something that ..
happened around that date, at
around 11pm. ,

I went into the kitchen to make &'’
drink and went to pull down the %
window blind and noticed a very
bright light in the sky. I thought

. first it was a star but it was big and

very bright with a little light eithef 1.

side of the big one and I would sgg

around 30 to 40,000 feet up. You

could see other stars around. ,

1 kept on watching from the ;
kitchen and in the lounge. About ,'

half an hour later I looked again " .

and it disappeared. Then 1read -~

your article. Then on April 19 at:

10.55pm I again went to makea ::::
drink and noticed the same thmg 'I -
kept on watching it again, each

time-it was stationary and there &) -

was no noise. Then it suddenly .

moved. It went at a slight angh to

the right in the direction of -

Birmingham, then took a sharp

right angle to the left but it was:

fast - I've never seen anything "
move as fast before. It was gone

a second, nothing on this earth

could move so fast. :

So you can tell those two young«
ladies they had seen a UFO, -
certain.
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The Observer, Thursday May 6, 2004

The truth is
out there...

THE OBSERVER has been flooded with
tales of strange alien encounters since
reporting a UFO-like object flying low in the
skies over Great Alne last month.

And a local UFO investigator, who works
for Contact International UFO Research but
wants to remain anonymous, has compiled
a list of the most bizarre extra-terrestrial
encounters in and around Stratford over the
last fifty years.
® In 1959 just outside the town a man
apparently saw a red ball of fire descend to
the ground surrounded by a blue hazy mist.
Within this curtain of smoke three tall
humanlike creatures appeared and ascend-
ed into the ball. Seconds later the object
turned red and climbed skyward showering
sparks onto the ground.

@ In 1966 a man and an 11-year-old boy
encountered a strange obiject either on the
ground or hovering just above it near
Shipston. It was silver and shaped like a
bullet with a blue light revolving at the top.
Two human-like figures dressed in shiny
suits emerged and stood next to the craft.
According to reports, the UFO spotted the
humans and shone a bright light in their
direction causing them to flee.

@ In 1967 a 13-year-old schoolgirl spotted
two flying saucers from her window in Blue
Cap Road, Stratford. According to the girl
the objects were flying above each other
and were too bright and too fast to be stars.
® In 1974 an unusual white descending
light was spotted in the skies over Aston
Cantlow.

® In 1978 a woman spotted a bell-shaped
UFO in her Stratford garden with three
beings inside it.

® In 1999 a UFO complete with red and
blue flashing lights was seen hovering
silently over Alderminster.

@® And in 2004 two students spotted a
binocular-shaped object hovering silently in
Great Alne.

| — )



THE SUN, Thursday, April 8, 2004

By SIMON WORTHINGTON

/| @ tast Kilbride, Lanarkshire RE-OPEN the X-files
@snnmg ,,,,,, . . « - experts have pin-
o : pointed the 40 top
\bernauld, Lanarkshire spots to be abducted

_________ by aliens in Britain.

QSwrbOtough Researchers studied repor-
@ Rivingfon, Bolton, Lancs |4 ted UFO sightings across
€D Keighley, York 1 the country to compile a

list of places to experience
encounters with extra-ter-
restrial beings.

Top of the list is Bonny-
bridge in Lanarkshire — scene
of more alien sightings than
anywhere else in the UK.

Cley Hill, Wilts, claims
second place, followed by The
Great Orme — a beauty spot
near the North Wales seaside
resort of Llandudno.

But aliens do not just stick
to 1ttl}le countryside, it seccalms.

. Walthamstow, East London,
(1)Bonnybridge @ and Lewisham, South London,
Lanarkshire ‘ also make the top ten.

: Up to 40,000 Britons and
four million Americans claim
to have been kidnapped by
visitors from another planet.

Crashed

Bonnybridge has been
dubbed the UFO capital of the
world by some enthusiasts.

Locals have called for it to
be twinned with Roswell, New
Mexico — famed for its alleged
involvement with a crashed
“alien spacecraft” in 1947.

The UK top 40 was com-

: piled by leading UFO expert
Grecﬂ Orme { ' Nick Pope for Grolsch beer.
: W Llandudno : The research, part of a book-

@®Averdeen

let called How To Be Abducted
By Aliens, accompanies a new
TV ad that shows beings from
space attempting a kidnap.
Nick, who ran the Ministry
of Defence’s UFO desk from
1991 to 1994, said: “It is diffi-
cult to arrive at a precise num-
' 36 i ber of sightings in any one
@Glastonbury (g " Ml Baiacotieotion point . <
Tor, Somerset “We must also take into ac-
count widespread under-repor-
ire ting due to fear of ridicule and
: : ' the fact most people are -
where to submit reports.
“However, it is certain ‘
South London sible to gauge the inten
current UFO activity.
“Our listed hotspots e
up to 20 times as many
tings as anywhere clse”

Bedhampton,
Hampshire
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From:
Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue,
London WC2N 3BP
Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 218 2140
(Switchboard) 0171 218 9000
(Fax)
- Your Reference:
, : Our Reference:
Hayton D/DAS/64/3
Retford Date:

NI S cciion 4] 27 May 2004

Dear_O}
Thank you for your letter dated 7 May 2004.

We have noted your amendments and your letter has been placed on our files.

Yours sincerely




Important Amendment to Letter

Directorate of Air Staff

Ministry of Defence

Room/673 _—
Metropole Building '
Northumberland Avenue
London WC2N 5BP

7" May 2004

Dear SIS

Please note the correction below to the recent letter I have sent you, it is important
that I correct this error, you must have been completely confused, I type fast and
sometimes get in front of myself before it is written

Please note error in paragraph 7 line 3 / 2" page of letter dated
7™ May 2004

Paragraph wrongly reads;

I have through this period of investigation tried my hardest to find a technical fault
within the equipment or film, my investigations have been commissioned by some
of the most eminent experts within their particular field, no such technical fault
can be found on any platform, therefore we must conclude the object was in aerial
view as illustrated upon the reversal slide film.

The paragraph should read;

I have through this period of investigation tried my hardest to find a technical fault
within the equipment or film, my investigations have commissioned some of the
most eminent experts within their particular field, no such technical fault can be
found on any platform, therefore we must conclude the object was in aerial view as
illustrated upon the reversal slide film.

Please accept my apology for this error, it was unintentional.




From:_

Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)3a

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Room 6/73, Metropole Building, Northumberland Avenue,
London WC2N 3BP

Telephone (Direct dial) 0171 218 2140

(Switchboard) 0171 218 300!
(F29 Sectinn 4o]

Your Reference:

. o Our Reference:
Hayton D/DAS/64/3
Retford _ Date:
ion 4 14 May 2004

Dear EISSHoNR 0

Thank you for your letter of 7™ May to my colleague, -‘who is currently on leave.
Your slide is still with our image analysts and we will write to you again as soon as possible.

As for your idea about placing an advert in your local press, as you observe there are pros and
cons, but this is really a matter for you to decide whet<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>