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Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1 \ . @/
\'{?/MB?, 4
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE o
5 Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140 ‘
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

Your Reference:

Alvechurch Our Reference:
r i 01-03-2005-135811-007
16 March 2005

e TN

I am writing concerning your request for information about an incident of metal debris being
discovered on Farmer’s land at Llanilar near Aberystwyth on 9 January 1983. Your request has
been passed to this Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for
correspondence regarding UFOs.

I have made a search through all the UFO related files we have for the year 1983 and have found
no documents relating to this alleged incident.

Sorry I could not have been more help.

Yours sincerely
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AUTHORISATION FOR THE PARTIAL RELEASE OF INFORMATION

Case Number:17-02-2005-092810-001 Expiry:16 March 2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

The Ministry of Defence received a report of a UFO sighting in the Greenside
area of Newcastle upon Tyne. This was in August 2004. | would like any
information you have about this, specifically contact details for the person who
reported this so | can get in touch with them.

Case for release / withholding of information

We have already released a list of UFO sightings in 2004 in response to an
RFI from The Independent and this is probably where the applicant has heard
about this report.

This UFO report was passed to us by Northumbria Police and very few details
were provided (The report is attached for your information). Attached is a
draft e-mail informing hof the details we hold.

The applicant also requested contact details for the person who made the
report, but these have been withheld in accordance with the Data Protection
Act 1998.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release / withholding of the aforementioned
information to the Applicant.




Deor SEIERENN

| am writing concerning your request for information about a UFO sighting in the Greenside
area of Newcastle upon Tyne in August 2004. Your request has been passed to this
department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence about
UFOs.

| can confirm that the MOD received a letter dated 10 August 2004 from Whickham Police
Station informing us that a man from Greenside had contacted Nothumbria Police to report
“alien sightings above his address” on the 7 August 2004. Apart from the man’s nhame and
address no other details were given. | am sorry that | am unable to provide you with the
contact details of the man who made this report because personal data is subject to the Data
Protection Act 1998.

If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to complain about any
aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first
instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by
contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall,
SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information
Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the
MOD internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of
the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,
http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk

Yours sincerely,

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Air - om of Information
5th Floor, Zone H, )

Main Building
Whitehall
LONDON
SW1A 2HB

e-mail:das-ufo-office @mod.uk

15 March 2005



Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details

Request:
Days Left: 16

Workflow Options
Internal Transfer
View
Audit Trail
Comments Log
Saved Search Resuit
Contact Details
Documents
Actions
Assign Within My Group
Change Alert Settings
Edit Request Details
Upload Document
Close Case
Take Ownership

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,6730,112

19-62-2005-092810-001

5

Recei

Status:

ved: 16 Feb 05
Expiry Date: SE9EDS - 4 |All sources

Internal Transfer

Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search resulits.

Date request received:

Applicant Details

Page 1 of 2

_ \
.

GrAITESTPTCEM

23 February 05

Title:
First Name:

Organisation:

Applicant Type: |Not Specified

Contact Details (Mailing or email address required)

Other:

*Surname:

Other:

Address Linel:
Address Line2:

Address Line3:

Town/City:

Postcode:
Email:

Telephone:

Country:

Fax:

|United Kingdom

23/02/2005



Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details Page 1 of 2

Secton 40

GrAITESTPTCD:

23 February 05

Request: _17-02-2005-092810-001 Eﬁ;ﬁ;eg&e: 12 ;gt; 8§ £ [Allsources 3 [
Days Left: 16 Status: Internal Transfer
Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.

Internal Transfer The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.
View

Audit Trall Request Details

Comments Log

Saved Search Result Response Format Requested: }electronic Language Requested [ Welsh

Contact Details
Documents

Actions
Assign Within My Group
Change Alert Settings
Edit Request Details
Upload Document

Close Case
Take Ownership Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).

To be heid by help desk until centrally allocated

*Enter the request for information:

On the Ministry of Defence received a report of a UFO sighting in the Greenside area of Newcastle upon Tyne. This was -
in August 2004. I would like any more information you have about this, specifically contact details for the person who
reported this so I can get in touch with them.

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,6730,112 23/02/2005



ur Ref: Co/EESIEIR/SS Log 171 07/08/04

0 August 2004

‘The Ministry of Defence
Room 673

letropole Building
humberiand Avenue

~ ourlog reference 171 07/08/04 refers.

k Yours faithfully,

‘A’ Rota
Whickham Police Station

Awarded for excellence

‘ h
, WL

Gateshead Area Command
Whickham Police Station
Front Street

Whickham
Newcastle upon Tyne

NEI6 4HE

Tel:
Fax:

as contacted Northumbria Police and reported alien sightings above
This has been reported to Northumbria Police,

D [orsfte [
Rt Enc 7.

www.northumbria.police.uk
www.northumbria-police-authority.org




From:_Directorate of Air Staff (Secretariat)1, 5-H
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE,
Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB.

Telephone  (Directdia) ISR

(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)

Our Reference

D/DAS/01-03-2005-113505-008

1lton Keynes
Bucks Date 14 March 2005

Do

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST: USAF C-130 HERCULES 63-7789 23 MAY
1969 "

A search of the MoD’s records has failed to reveal any surviving documentation into the crash of a
USAF C-130 aircraft off the coast of Brighton on 23 May 1969.

As the aircraft was from the USAF and the crash was some time ago, may I suggest that you
contact the United States National Archive to see if they have any record, although I am unable to
advise what their policy is on requests for information from overseas. Their address is :

United States National Archive
8601 Adelphi Rd

College Park

Maryland

MD20740-6001

U.S.A.

If this information do€s not address your requirements or you wish to complain about any aspect
of the handling of this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance.
Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by contacting the
Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the
Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,
http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk

I am sorry that I have been unable to provide the information you requested.
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Sent: 11 March 2005 16:45

S ccion 20|

Subject: RE: REQUEST FOR SEARCH

L
Just wanted to update you. Unfortunately this has come back as a nil return. Have you contacted RAF
Innsworth regarding this matter?

Kind regards

CUSTOMER SERVICES ADVISOR
TNT ARCHIVE SERVICES

The information contained in this e-mail message and any attachment is for
intended recipients only. It may contain confidential, privileged or
copyright material.

If you receive this e-mail in error please delete it and any attachments and
notify the sender immediately by reply e-mail. Any use, reading, copying,
distributing or disclosure of the information in this e-mail is strictly
prohibited if you are not the intended recipient.

Any views expressed in this e-mail are not necessarily those of TNT.

TNT does not warrant that this e-mail is free from viruses or other defects.
TNT is not liable for any loss, damage or other consequences that may arise
from opening or using this e-mail and any attachments.

"TNT' means TNT UK Limited, Registered in England No 1628530,
Registered Office: PO Box 99, Railway Street, Ramsbottom, Lancashire, BLO 9BF.

14/03/2005
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From:

Sent: 09 March 2005 15:43

To: AHB(RAF)&PCB(AIR)-Hd of AHB(RAF)
Subject: FOI REQUEST - AIR CRASH 1969

I have just received a FOI request for the accident report into a USAF C-130 Hercules (63-7789) off the coast
of Brighton on 23 May 1969.

The DAS Board of Inquiry Advisors at Bentley Priory have nothing dating back that far. Is there any chance
that you might have?

09/03/2005 [ cat Y e %@



AIT Main - Processing Options - Edit Request Details Page 1 of 2

- v

GxAITESTPTCD:

09 March 05

Request: 01-03-2005-113505-008° Received: 01 Mar 05
D » Left: Expiry Date: #iiameres , A |All sources
ays Lett: 15 Status: Open
Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
AIT Main The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.
View
Audit Trail Date request received:
Comments Log
Saved Search Result Applicant Details
Contact Details
Documents Title: Other:
Actions
Assign Within My Group First Name: Surname: -3::::
Change Alert Settings Organisation:
Edit Request Details -
Upload Document Applicant Type: {NOt Specified Other:
Close Case
Take Ownership Contact Details (Mailing or email address required)
Address Linel:
Address Line2:
Address Line3: [Milton Keynes f
Town/City: !Bucks l
Postcode: Country: [United Kingdom
Email:
Telephone: Fax: {

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/selectcourse.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,7888,205 09/03/2005



AIT Main - Processing Options - Edit Request Details Page 1 of 2

-
— ’

GXAITESTPTCD:

09 March 05

Request:  [ISHSIRRGBN 01-03-2005-113505-008 Recelved: =01 Mar 05 A [Airsources -]

. Expiry Date: 31 Mar 05

Days Left: 15 Status: Open

Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.

AIT Main The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.
View

Audit Trail Request Details

Comments Log

Saved Seanch Resul Response Format Requested: !electronic [ Language Requested [} Welsh
Contact Details *Enter th t for inf "

T— nter the request for information:

Actions The accident report into the crash of USAF C-130 Hercules 63-7789 off the coast of Brighton on 23rd May 1969.
Assign Within My Group mul emall:_
Change Alert Settings
Edit Request Details
Upload Document

Close Case
Take Ownership Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).

email held with info access helpdesk

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/selectcourse.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,7888,205 09/03/2005
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/MO8
Directorate of Air Staff - Freedom of Information ‘

; Q/
MINISTRY OF DEFENCE \4?\%%@
5" Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
e-mail das-ufo-office @mod.ul e
Your Reference
- Our Reference
Stoneleigh 08-02-2005-134919-023

D
Soction 20| T March 2005

I am writing in response to your further request for information about UFOs. I note from your
message to our Info-Access Office that you were unable to locate an e-mail address on my
previous letter. As in my previous letter, my e-mail address is at the head of this letter under my
postal address.

T will answer your requests in the same order as your message.

1. The Ministry of Defence no longer holds any papers from the Flying Saucer Working Party
which was set up in 1950. All of the surviving documents are now at The National Archives
(TNA). Please see paragraph 4 of my previous letter for their address and website details. The
final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party is also available on the MOD Freedom of
Information Publication Scheme (www.foi.mod.uk) as advised in my previous letter, but for ease
of reference I enclose a copy for your information.

2. The oldest surviving records of UFO sighting reports made to the Ministry of Defence are held
at The National Archives. A search of The National Archives online catalogue has revealed
records entitled “Unidentified Flying Objects” covering the period 1 January 1951 — 31 December
1951 (TNA reference DEFE44/119) and another entitled “ Unidentified Flying Object Sightings —
Reports by members of the public” covering the period 1961-1963 (TNA reference AIR 2/16918).
The most recent UFO sighting report was received on 2 March 2005 for a sighting on

20 February 2005 and I attach a copy. Personal data about the person who made this report has
been removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998. As explained in my previous
letter, the MOD does not investigate these reports or attempt to identify the precise nature of each
report we receive. In this case, we consider that this report provides no evidence of a threat to UK
airspace.

3. Officials produce briefs for Ministers every time they are asked a question in The House of
Lords or The House of Commons and there have been a number about UFOs over the years.
Government departments do not retain records indefinitely and those that are considered to no
longer be of historic or administrative value, are routinely destroyed. The MOD holds one file
regarding parliamentary correspondence in 1977-1978 and then there are no surviving records
until 1994. Records since 1994 have been retained, but to produce copies of all these records
would exceed the £600 limit set for compliance with the Freedom of Information Act and as
provided by Section 12 of the Act, the Ministry of Defence is not obliged to comply with your
request. If however, you could be more specific about the information you are seeking, within in



d:e period for which we hold records, we may be able to assist you. You may also like to view
e UK Parliament Website at www.parliament.uk which contains information about
parliamentary business. In addition, you requested papers on The House of Lords Debate held in
1979. Please find enclosed a copy of the Debate as it appeared in Hansard, together with copies
of the surviving background papers. Personal data has been removed in accordance with the Data
Protection Act 1998. Original security and confidence marks have also been removed as they are
now irrelevant.

4. Thave located only one occasion when a Minister has been briefed on the MOD’s interest in
UFOs since 1997. There are no indications within our files that this action was taken specifically
because the Minister was new to Defence, although Peter Kilfoyle MP replaced The Rt Hon John
Spellar MP in 1999 and it is possible that this was the reason for such action. I enclose a copy of
this brief for your information. Personal data has been removed in accordance with the Data
Protection Act 1998.

5. The MOD has not corresponded with Mr Coates about his book.

6. Please find attached a copy of the known surviving papers held by the MOD regarding the
Grenada delegation to the United Nations proposal to establish a working group to evaluate UFO
reports in 1978. Again personal data and security / confidence markings have been removed.

7. We know of no surviving information concerning the appointment of Mr Carruthers or

Air Commodore Davis to S4(Air). Letters to individuals about their postings are personal and not
held on Departmental UFO files. This branch is the successor to S4(Air) and branch posts have
evolved since S4(Air) became DS8 around 1978. We hold no details of the original job
descriptions of these posts.

8. We are not aware of any information about UFOs generated by the Scientific and Technical
Intelligence Staff in 1967 which has been retained in the MOD. Any surviving information from
this period will now be held at The National Archives.

9. The MOD does not hold any files specifically about UFO sightings at RAF Lakenheath. The
only file the MOD holds about a sighting at RAF Bentwaters refers to the well known
Rendlesham Forest incident in 1980. All of this information has been released into the MOD
Freedom of Information Publication Scheme (www.foi.mod.uk ). A search under ‘Rendlesham
Forest’ will take you straight to them.

10. Records have not been compiled of UFO related files destroyed between 1956 and 1967.
Files would have been destroyed as part of the MOD’s normal destruction policy, generally

5 years after the last action was taken. We believe the 1967 decision to recommend the
preservation of UFO reports for The National Archives was taken in S4(Air) because of the public
interest in the subject at the time. We know of no formal agreement with The National Archives
either in 1967 or since which guarantees the preservation of any particular class of information,
which is at the discretion of The National Archives. Any surviving records generated in 1967 are
now at open for viewing at The National Archives.

11. The MOD no longer holds any UFO records for 1972. Surviving records of this period are
held at The National Archives and a search of their catalogue has revealed a file entitled “UFOs:
Man Alive Programme BBC2 1971-72”. The National Archives reference is AIR2/19119.

I hope this is useful. If this information does not address your requirements or you wish to
complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact this department
in the first instance. Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by




ontacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall,
WI1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the
Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website,

http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk.

Yours sincerely,



AUTHORISATION FOR THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION

Appicant:

Case Number: 08-02-2005-134919-023 Expiry:4 March 2005

The Applicant has made the following request for information:

This is a follow up request to-previous request which was quiet
vague about the information he was seeking. ow asks for the
following information.

1. All of the papers produced by the Flying Saucer Working Party on UFOs,
set up in August 1950, including any civil servant or ministerial memos on the
establishment of the committee.

2. The first ever and most recent UFO sighting report lodged in the MOD files,
with the conclusions of the assessment.

3. Any briefing produced for Ministers answering written or oral questions on
UFO / Flying Saucers in The House of Lords, including the debate held in
1979, and in replies to Earl of Clancarty.

4. Any briefing for incoming Defence Ministers in the present Government
since 1997 on answering PQs on UFOs/ Flying Saucers.

5. Any correspondence between the MOD and Tim Coates, the author of
‘UFOs in the House of Lords’ published by TSO in April 2000, in connection
with his book.

6. All correspondence and internal memos associated with the UK’'s UN
mission decision not to support the Grenada delegation to the UN proposal to
establish a working group on UFOs to the 33™ Session of the UN General
Assembly in September 1978.

7. The appointment letters of James Carruthers and Air Commodore Anthony
Davis DSO DFM respectively to S4(Air), the Air Staff Secretariat, with the job
description to which each worked.

8. The letter by Archibald Potts, as the Director of Scientific and Technical
Intelligence and head of the MOD’s Defence Intelligence Staff, in 1967 to the
British Embassy in Washington DC in respect of a meeting held in London
with an American researcher, Robert Low, on UFOs.

9. Any file on UFO sightings at RAF Lakenheath-Bentwaters.



10. A list of the titles and dates of any UFO related files destroyed by the
MOD, or its predecessor ministries, since 1956 and the note by the head of
S4(Air) dated December 1967 connected with such file destruction.

11. Any briefing produced for — before or after — the BBC TV programme ‘Man
Alive’ on UFOs as broadcast in February 1972.




Case for release of information

1. All the surviving papers on the Flying Saucer Working Party are now in
The National Archives (TNA). The final report of the Working Party is also in
the Publication Scheme (PS). | have printed a copy for| for ease of
reference.

2. The oldest surviving UFO sighting report is in TNA. There is no reason not
to release a copy of the most recent report. A copy is attached for

Personal data has been removed in accordance with the Data Protection Act
1998 (DPA98).

3. To produce copies of any briefing produced for Ministers answering PQs
would exceed the £600 limit. The applicant has been advised of what records
we hold and asked to clarify what information he is seeking. Copies of the
surviving papers on the House of Lords debate on UFOs in 1979 have already
been released to SESHSIRIVNIN 2s Part of a Code of Practice request, so
there is no reason not to release these documents tof SIS Copies are
attached. Personal data has been removed in accordance with DPA98. As the
original security and privacy markings are not now relevant they have also
been removed.

4. | have only been able to locate one document that might be relevant to this
request and a copy is attached for_There is no indication on our file
as to why USofS was briefed at this time, but Peter Kilfoyle MP replaced John
Spellar in 1999 and that may have been the reason. All of the information
contained within this document (including the paragraph about/SIESHeN is
already in the public domain, so the only redaction required is personal data at
the end of the brief.

5. Tim Coates’ website contains details of the book mentioned by

(see attached). Mr Coates has not corresponded with us or AHB(PCB)AIr
about his book. Mr Coates is not a civil servant or member of the Armed
Forces (as far as we are aware) so he would not need to clear his book with
the MOD. The book appears to be a transcript of the House of Lords debate
which appeared in Hansard.

6. Copies of these papers have already been released to_in
response to a Code of Practice request, so there is no reason not to release
them to ElSSHiSllg0 Copies are attached. Personal data has been removed in

accordance with DPA98. Original security and privacy markings have also
been removed.

7. S4(Air) became DSB8 around 1978. It is possible that ElSieale fas seen
Mr Carruthers and Air Commodore Davis names in files open at TNA. We
hold no records about their appointments or job descriptions.

8. Any records generated by the Scientific and Technical Intelligence Staff in
1967 about UFOs will now be at TNA.



9. We do not hold any files specifically about UFO sightings at RAF
Lakenheath. The only one about sightings at RAF Bentwaters, is the
Rendlesham Forest file and this is already in the PS.

10. There are no records or UFO related files destroyed between 1956 and
1967. If there is any surviving records about the decision in 1967 to retain or
destroy records this will now be at TNA.

11. Surviving records for 1972 are at TNA. A search of TNA catalogue has
shown a relevant file. The applicant has been advised.

| attach a draft letter and the all the relevant documents for your authorisation.

Authorisation

| hereby give authorisation for the release of the aforementioned information
to the Applicant.

----------------------------------------------------


The National Archives
UFO RAF Lakenheath
MoD note states no files relating to a UFO incident at RAF Lakenheath, Suffolk in August 1956 have survived in defence archives.



. 08-02-200s- 134,.419-023

. Explry (¢ Monk 2065
From: n behalf of Info-Access-Office
Sent: 04 February 2005 12:06
To:
Subject: FW: FOI INFORMATION REQUEST 03-02-2005-144105-023
Categories: _to discuss before logging, Other

Internet-authorised:

FOI INFOR..S._O
You will remember that I called you yesterday regardingH He wanted to
know where his response was. My email reply is attached. Here 0s hls response to me.
We are leaving it to you to decide whether this is a new request, a point of
clarification or a complaint. Is this something you could discuss with him? It has
not been logged on the Toolkit.

Happy to discuss this further.

Regards

————— Original Message----=
Fron: [EESSIREEN [ra:1co R
Sent: 04 February 2005 11:10

To: Info-Access-Office
Subject: FOI INFORMATION REQUEST 03-02-2005-144105-023

Dear [FREIONN/0

I am responding to your e-mail dated 3 February, in connection with my FOI request on
UFOs.

I did indeed receive my "response" yesterday in the form of a page and a half long
letter signed by a
I would like my request to be answered with copies of primary documents, not summaries
or extracts prepared by officials.

This e-mail constitutes my response to the questions she raised in her letter. As she
gives no e-mail address, could you forward this to her for processing?

I would like posted to me in paper form as part of my refined information
request:

1. All of the papers produced by the Working Pary on UFOs, set up in August 1950,
including any civil servant or ministerial memos on the establishment of the
committee.

2. The first ever, and most recent UFO sighting report lodged in MOD files, withthe
‘conclusions of the assessment.

3 Any briefing produced for ministers answering written or oral questions on
UFOs/Flying Saucers in The House of Lords, including a debate held in 1979, and in
replies to the Earl of Clancarty.

4.Any briefing for incoming Defence ministers in the present Government since 1997 on
answering PQs on UFOs/Flying saucers.

5. Any correspondence between the MOD and Tim Coates, the author of 'UFOs in the House
of Lords' published by TSO in April 2000, in connection with his book.

6.A11l correspondence and internal memos assoc%ated with the UK 's UN mission decision
not to support the Grenada delegation to the UN proposal to establish a working group
on UFOs to the 33rd Session of the UN General Assembly in September 1978.

7,&i The appointment letter of James Carruthers and Air Commodore Anthony Davis, DSO
DFM respectively to S84 (Air), the Air Staff Secretariat, with the job description to
which each worked. (hecu—me DS 14R[79

zr}f The letter by Archibald Potts, as the Director of Scientific and Technical
Intelligence and head of MOD's Defence Intelligence Staff, in
1967 to the British Embassy in Washington DC .in respect of a meeting held in London

1




w1th an American researcher, Robert Low, on UFOs.

qé? y File on UFO sightings at RAF Lakenheath-Bentwaters.

10

4?‘ ist of the titles and dates of any UFO-related files destroyed by the MOD, or

itspredecessor ministeries, since 1956. And the note by the head of S4 (Air) dated
December 1967 connected with such file destruction.
18’ Any briefing produced for - before or after - the BBC TV programme 'Man Alive' on

UFOs as broadcast in Februaryl972. — \'\JA AR 2,/ lC‘ !q

~ UF0S Meen A(!v«e / Youae.
I hope you can respond ASAP, certainly in less than 21 days. 12207- (G71- 72
sincerely

Stoneleigh
Surrey



Secon 0 N -0

From: _on behalf of Info-Access-Office

Sent: 03 February 2005 15:19

To:

Subject: Internet-authorised: FOI INFORMATION REQUEST 03-02-2005-144105-023
Categories: Enquiry about expired case

Further to your email below, I have checked the status of your request and have been
informed by the Directorate of Air Staff that a response has indeed been dispatched to
you within the 20 working days. It has been sent out as a letter, as you requested
that you receive your information in hard copy format. Therefore the letter should be
with you in the next day or so. If however, you prefer that we email the response,
please let us know and we will be happy to do so.

Kind Regards

————— Original Message-----

From: feedback@www.mod.uk [mailto:feedback@www.mod.uk]
Sent: 03 February 2005 11:40

To: Info-Access-Office

Subject: FOI INFORMATION REQUEST 03-02-2005-144105-023

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted on Thursday, February 3,
2005 at 11:39:55

FirstName
LastName:
occupation: enter your occupation

Company: your company/organisation

Address! : SRS

City: Stoneleigh

State: Surrey

Country: United Kingdom

e-mai 1
telephone: enter your telephone number

preferred format: hardcopy

infosubject: I made an application to you for MOD files on UFOs. I gather from press
reports that several newspapers have had their UFOs application replied to, yet tehy
must haveapplied on the same date as me. I have heard nothing vet, but the 20 day
limit has expired. Can you let me know why I have not yet had my reply? And can you
do so ASAP.

with thanks

Financial Times, February 3, 2005
MoD's alien files are out of this world



By JEAN EAGLESHAM and CATHY NEWMAN

ThQFiles have been opened: in a victory for ufo-logists everywhere, the man from
the"ministry not only admits he has an open mind about the existence of extra-
terrestrial lifeforms but also keeps a careful tally of UFO sightings.

Following a request under the Freedom of Information Act by the Financial Times, the
Ministry of Defence has revealed it remains "totally open-minded" about the
possibility that life exists beyond Earth.

The MoD has released a detailed log of reported unidentified flying object sightings.
"Strange lights were seen in the sky" in Whitstable, Kent, just over two weeks ago -
the same night a member of the public reported a "flying saucer" over Stoke-on-Trent,
Staffordshire and a "sighting" at Chatteris, Cambridgeshire.

More exotic alien encoun-ters were recorded last year. "A square red object, pinkish
at the front" was spotted in Strathclyde, Ayr, on January 2; a "chewy mint shaped"
object was seen in the night sky above Nelson, Lancashire, in May; and a "large black
object" was identified in Rhyl, Clwyd, in February.

A diligent ufologist from Surrey gave a detailed eye-witness account in May, noting
that "grooves and windows could be seen and no room for humans to fit within it". The
same month "a bright, pulsing, spider- looking object" appeared at King's Lynn,
Norfolk, and the MoD was even contacted by someone from Sri Lanka in March puzzled by
an orange "ring doughnut".

A letter from the MoD's directorate of air staff explains that it examines all UFO
sightings it receives "solely to establish whether what was seen might have some
defence significance". It adds: "Only a handful of reports in recent years have
warranted further investigation and none revealed any evidence of a threat."

But, in an aside that will hearten conspiracy theorists, the letter stresses that the
MoD "remains totally open-minded" as to "the question of the existence or otherwise of
extra-terrestrial lifeforms".

This approach may explain why the MoD has not always confined its work on
extraterrestrials to recording sightings. In 1950, a working party set up by the MoD
"to investigate the flying saucer phenomenon" reported to the joint technical
intelligence committee.

The MoD letter does not detail verbatim the spy chiefs' reaction to this report on
alien life forms. But they presumably decided the spooks would be better employed in
the cold war - the letter states that the intelligence committee decided the working
party should be dissolved.

The government also refused to back a 1978 attempt by the Grenadian delegation to the
United Nations to establish an international working group to evaluate UFO reports,
the letter states. "The British delegation did not think that such an agency was
appropriate to the function of the UN." The MoD admitted the documents are a fraction
of the thousands of records of alleged alien visits.

The truth is out there: declassified reports of UFO sightings reveal 88 sightings last
yvear By Robert Verkaik, Legal Affairs Correspondent
03 February 2005

Details of Britain's most recent UFO sightings are revealed in previously secret
documents disclosed to The Independent

The files, released under the Freedom of Information Act, show that, last year, the
Ministry of Defence's UFO unit received 88 reports from military staff and members of
the public worried about unexplained objects in our skies.

The classified files help to complete a picture of the scale of UFO sightings first
revealed by this paper last month. These updated "X-files" show the most recent
observations were made on 15 January this year following two separate reports from
Chatteris, Cambridgeshire, and Whitstable, Kent. The reports refer to "strange lights
seen in the sky".

Other sightings give more detail. A report from Devizes in Wiltshire on 24 September
last year records an object that: "Looked liked a big ball of fire coming down from
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the sky with a tail and sparks coming off the end of it." Another, from Somerset the
we before, states: "The object looked like a great bright light and was really

in e, like a ball of fire coming down from the sky, rapidly moving towards the
ground. "

Although such reports might be discounted as meteor showers or other astronomical
phenomena, other sightings are not so easy to dismiss. A report from Surrey on 20 May
last year describes a UFO as having "grooves and windows" but no room for humans. Even
the MoD inspector notes that the "witness had seen the object so clearly".

Many of the other sightings refer to UFO's changing colour, speed and shape. The most
common colours are yellow, orange or black.

A report from Goole, East Yorkshire, recorded in April last year, noted: "The object
looked like a boomerang and was stationary over a power station. An aircraft was
circling the object."

In the same month, a UFO observer from Seaforth, Merseyside, noted: "I saw a UFO with
a cluster of four bright lights in a ring shape on it. Three beams of white light
shone upwards and disappeared.”

These latest files to be declassified by the MoD are not as complete as reports from
mid-1976 and 1977 released last month. Hundreds of documents previously kept secret by
the Ministry of Defence's special UFO department, known as S4F, detail many reports of
a possible visit by extraterrestrial life-forms. One is made by an RAF pilot and two
NCOs at RAF Boulmer, Northumberland.

In July 1977 Flt-Lt A M Wood reported "bright objects hanging over the sea''. The MoD
document adds that the RAF officer said the closest object was "luminous, round and
four to five times larger than a Whirlwind helicopter". The UFOs were reported to be
three miles out to sea at a height of about 5,000ft.

The officer, whose report is supported by Cpl Torrington and Sgt Graham, said: "The
objects separated. Then one went west of the other, as it manoceuvred it changed shape
to become body-shaped with projections like arms and legs." The report describes Flt-
Lt Wood as "reliable and sober".

That account was deemed so sensitive to the national interest that the MoD had delayed

its release for an extra three years. But under the Freedom of Information Act, which
came into force on 1 January, the file has been declassified

submit: Send Form



Tim Coates books

UFOs in the House of Lords, 1979

Pub Date 2000

Price 6.99 UK, $10.95 US

ISBN 0-11-702413-9

Format Paperback, 185 x 112 mm, 7% x 4% inches

The winter of 1978/79 in Britain was a time of strikes and unrest. It became
known as the "winter of discontent”. Yet it seems that the House of Lords

had other more important things to discuss.

The book is the transcript of a debate in the House of Lords which took place
in February 1979. Their Lordships debated the need for an international
initiative in response to the problem of Unidentified Flying Objects. There

were several notable speeches from noble lords and distinguished prelates.

“Is it not time that Her Majesty's Government informed our people of what
they know about UFQOs? The UFOs have been coming in increasing
numbers for 30 years since the war, and | think it is time our people were
told the truth. We have not been invaded from outer space. Most incidents
have not been hostile. Indeed it is us, the earthlings, who have fired on them.
... Whatever the truth is, | am sure that an informed public is a prepared one.
Another thing: it is on record that both sighting and landing reports are
increasing all the time. Just suppose the ‘ufonauts’ decided to make mass
landings tomorrow in this country — there could well be panic here, because
our people have not been prepared.”

back
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The National Archives
Report no 7
Copy of the DSI/JTIC report no 7 by MoD’s ‘Flying Saucer Working Party’ completed in 1951 and used to brief Winston Churchill in the following year. See DEFE 24/2030 for further papers on the re-discovery of this report in MoD archives following a request from Dr David Clarke in August 2000.
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> THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF wuS "IIRITANNIC_'MAJWI'Y'S GOVERNMENT

DISCREET 7. |

% 'SECRET
UNIDENTIFIED FLYING. OBJECIS - e

o

Report by the “Flying Saucer” Working Party . |

Introduction: Historical

1. Unidentified flying objects were first reported after the war {rom Sweden
in the summer of 1946,>and for-sorie months there was a-considerable number of
alleged sightings, mostly in Sweden, but a few also in Norway, Finland and
Germany. The descriptions given were usually of some sort of wingless missile
travelling at very high speed, cigat-shaped. or circular, sometimes em tting bright
lights, and occasionally sound. The reports attratied considerable ‘attention in the
ress, where the objects became knowni-as “ ghost rockets " or * spook bormbs.”

he regorts died away after the summes of 1946, and ‘véry few have appeared since
the end of that year.. = ‘- T e T B
._2. 'The first.report of.a “ flying saucer " came. from the United States in June
1947; .the name arcse because. the_observer (Mr..K. Arnold, of Boise, Idahg)
described what he had ‘seen as a “ saucer-like disc.” The report received much
publicity, and was quickly: followed by a- great many more. Since then reports of
sightings have been made at intervals in: large nuhbers, mostly: from|the United
States,fut some from other parts of thé world, in¢luding Great Britain, where tilere
was a notable outbreak difing tti¢ summer and’ autumn of 1950. * The' objécts
reported have become popularly known by'the' generic title “ flying s]ucer's}"'b’ut

the descriptions. given haye.jncluded. not only.flying disc-like objects of |the original
‘“ saucer ” (ype, but also yingless tarpedo_or cigar-shaped. bodies,. pherical or
balloon-shaped objects, and luminous phenomena of various types.

" '3." 'The reported observations haye, been almost exclusively yisuall; reports of
any associated sound have been rare. In no,case -has any. tangible, material, or
objective evidence, been submitted. It is therefore extremely difficult, nﬂ not. impos-

sible, Lo arrive at anything like scientific proof of the nature of the phenomena.

Review of previous evidence .

- 4. A systematic and-extensive. ihvestigalion' of all the reported incidents in
the'United States was carried out between 1948 -and 1950 by.the U.S. L., in con-

junction with the Rand Cor; tation, Dr," Hynek, a well-known astrotiomer frorh__

Ohio State University, and other specialist cdnsultants. - - ] 4
. we have been.cnabled Lo study two-repotis (Project - “|Sign and
ProjecL‘_'ﬁmdgg;’)mmm_t_he_m_v_qs_tjaa;tien'_tzt_ixggi_rgems;up to the béginning of

Pelerwon) | RETAINED UNDER
| SECTION 3(4) l
5. On the Scandinavian sightings in 1946, Project * Grudge " |reports “as
follows:—~ . .. * - IR A
. “ The Swedish Defence Stafl ¢conducted a'coin rehensive study of the'garly
incidents. Several thousand reports were thoroughly investigated and plbuéd):
. With resultant conclusions. that all.evidence obtained of sightings waﬂ éxplicable
in terms of astronomical: phenomena.”- R -| - L
- 6. Dealing with- reports- ffont”the’ United ‘States;: Project * Grudge ** quotes
the opinion of the Rand ‘Corpoiation after an €xamination of 172 incij:i\_ts 1o

date, we have ‘found nothing -Which :would’ seriously controvert simple” ralicnal
explanations of the various phenomena ii-terms of balloonis; coiiventio al ‘mircrdft,
planets, meteors, bits of ‘paper, dptical i!lusicns,-practicél"joké;s;’psychop atholdgical-
- reports, and the like.” - vy R T N

Dr. Hynek investigated-228 incidents and ‘concluded thal a?bfoiima ely 33 per
cent. were astroromical-witli -v'ar'yifi'g"de%}éeﬁ of probability; 37 per cent. were not
astronomical but suggestive of bth‘cii_fé;(g anations, such as birds, rockets, balloons,
ordinary aircraft, &.; the rermiaining; per cent. either Tacked sufficient evidence
of the evidence offeted suggested no explanation, though some of these might con-
ceivably be’astronomical:~. i+ e SRR PN E
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I ' - Sikmminig up thieif own conciusions and those’ of theit ‘consultants, the autliors
o .of the “ Grudge ” report finally concluded that, .of the 228 incidents. cousidered,
"thirty must bd disrégarded for lack ,of workable' dvidence, While, 164 [can be satis-

~fagtorily éxplained. . For th'e‘hglmw.e of thirty-four, containing some eVidence, there

ent redady 'explapation, if: the ¢vidérce js dccépted. as accuraté and

i no'aj lap e, evidence ifate, ¢
_ i'elia!s'lii.P men'psyghblogk‘:al and physiological factots are taken'ino ¢onsideration,
. the opinion is expressed that all thesevincidents can als6'be ritionally explained.
aoeve .0 Al 'the. more spectacular incidents; ofiwhichi-much ha$ been ' made recently
~ in*the -Brjlis't:djire§s_ “and; publications, have been: fully' explaitied: Two examples
‘may be quoted. ¥ Gy o n Tt I B et T P e
%, " The incident at Fort Knox, Kentucky, in January-1948; which caused the death
~ of Licutenant Mantell, U.S.AF,, is fully.analysed,.and all the evidence collated in
the-“ Grudge * report.-The conclusion is reached tiiat without any d'{l’:bt whatever
~Lieutenant -‘Mantell ‘et his death. while pursuing the planet Venus, which was of
- -unusual brightness: on‘the night in question. ...~ ... - :LJ S
We have been informed, in"conversation with a member of the United States
--investigatingteam, .that the even more sensational report of the discovery of a
. crashed *-flying.saucer;”. full of the remains of -very small bcings,-v%as ultimately
“admitted by its author to have been a complete fabrication.” ': .. | - ‘
v . 8:v.The.* Gridge™ report;includes a “ frequency. distribution " curve of the
- reports of incidents received between.May 1947 and December 1948. | This shows a
" ‘marked tendericy' towards peaks in the few weeks immediately following an incident
 which ‘received ‘wide publicity, and is of interest in indicating the extent to which

- sightings-may be ‘psychological in origin. . ..

.i':9.. . The final copclusion reached by the. Americans is 31h8!}1“, reports of

o

"unidentificd, flying objects may. be ‘categorical as ‘¢ither— -

ér ;;,; bplloc'qné;

c * = (1) misinterpretation of various conventional objects (e.g., airc
| st 2 mieteors or meteorites, stars, fireballs); - - 0 7 ¢

: s :(2)ia ' Torm of mass:hysteria; or -
: it (3): delibefate hoaxes. - e

;'.I}iéé:vaig'étién of ;incidg'tit.i in the United KingHom R .

..=::10:.. Duringthe summer and autumn of 1950 the British press gave considerable
- publicity to recrorts-ot" alleged sightings of luminous bodies travelling at high speed, "
o - usually after dark, but occasionally in daylight.: The. Air Ministry: also received:a .

. .number of letters from members. of-the public with similar reports. |One of these, . .

““from a-locomotive‘!fireman .at -Derby, .who was: clearly.a careful jand accurate
., observer, gave .an ‘excellent"description .of:what. was-undoubtedly a’meteorite, We
" have ‘fiot. attemipted. any systematic investigation of all'the ‘evidence presented, but
“can'’ find no-reason"for supposing:that any-of the' phenomena reporfed cannot be
" similarly explained; in certain cases, when observations were reported at aprrbxi-
" mately ‘the same ‘timé'from"widely separated localities, this was. undoubtedly. the
Jexplamation; " Y 0 L L
“w. .- 11, Three incidents were reported officially by experienced |officers from
.,R.AF. Stations... These have been investjgated in as much detail as is| possible with
reports of visual observations. . B o
. 712, On lst-June; 1950 the pilot of a Metcor'reported on'landing at Tangmere
E . that at-1430, while fiying at 20,000 feet on an easieTly coiirse over the. Portsmouth
" area, he had sighted an object travelling-at very high:speed on ‘a reciprocal course,
1,000-2,000 feet above him and roughly 1,200 yards to-starboard. . He| described the
" object as circular, and of bright. metallic appearance. - He could not|give any real
-estimate of'its speed, but thaught ‘it might'bé about 800 knots. - He: E;d'obse'rv'gd o
~ Vit for'about’ k5 setonds, during which'period' hé-had [ooked'iway to port and ‘back,
L1007 no diiliysi beking up the objeot g "1 Y M e
P +34is Tangmiere fiadé engiuiries of the radar station at Wartling, and were informed
. *that;'at about the'sdmic tifme ds-the’ piloC’s ‘report, thé' Duly Controller ‘and three
Jradar operatdss hiad ‘bserved 'an nusual responise i the’ PP L. whichi ‘appeared
T'to be-due“to- &' target’ moving' at: 1,300-1,650 'knot “first' 'approaching-and'then
! recedinig from’ thé'station:: The' Conttollef statéd that. the ‘response:*| looked to be
'very thick, leaving-moré afteiglow than'd USual‘resPonse *behind!™“The’ operator, -
observing on a separate display, said that it was “ slim, short-and weaker than




: R RPN L . .
_ "DISCREET ’
aircraft,”,and, that a series of {, shisdows.” appeared.in the spacs betwen successive

‘POWAS thie fesedinig course of the radat target could have talfisd wiq;gh;, coursg, of

“thé object reported by; the' Metéor pilot, all the.péople topcerned were
by a member of Resédrch B,rhhsg',rzl%ghter. Cbm!tll);nd,. from whdse re
‘data have been taken.: It was established thaf there, was'in'fact a d

‘data’ h: . It was est; Lt 3 ir iscrepancy. of
‘ten - minutes. between * the times ‘of the, two'feports,, which were. %s

te interylewed
tt {he above

e et
ST LTI

3 timated ;as

individually accurate t6-+ 1 'minute.” It must therefore be concluded that there was
_np.connection between the unusual P,P I, response and, the. pilot's.visual observation.
e We believe, that; the, radar response. can.be. ye,ry.‘simgl{‘;pxp_!ai, ed - as. due;to
interference from another transmitter, a phenomenon which has: begn. {requently
 gbserved, and which. is:described, in.detail.in Appendix A,..It is impbssible to be
entirely definite about the pilot’s report. Assuming that he was: not. merely the
victim of an optical illusion, the most probable explanation,: which is, borne out:by
. ds-that he
.can find. no

his_description of the object.as. circular,” . implying -a :spherical ,boc
i saw a meteorological balloon and greatly over-estimated its speed. ‘W
i reason whatever for adopting any less simple hypothesis., ...ii ;oo

13. The remaining two -incidents were reported froth the -Royal -Aircraft
Establishment, Farnborough,  and the officers concerned- ‘were'! in?ervicwed by
members of this Working Party. - ALY ? st

O

F/Lt. Hubbarg, an experienced pilot; said that at 1127.0n 14th August, 1950,

he and two other officers.on the airfield heard-a subdued humming; noise,.like; a

g ' model Diesel motor, which caused them to search the sky .averhead.s| The weather
[ was fine and visibility good. The other two officers saw. othing; but.F/ IL_L.;Hubbar.d,
Lo who alone was wearing sun-glasses, states that he saw;.almost directly. oyerhead
N at first sighting, an object which he describes as a flat disc,'htght pearl grey in colour,
: : about 50 feet in diameter at an estimated height.of:5,000 ' feet.' " He §'tatcd'that he

! kept it under observation for 30 seconds, during.which"[ieriod-"it’*travell'ed,"’at" a

H speed estimated at 800-1,000 m.p.h., on a heading of lOO?,,,gxgcutiin‘.a series of

i S-turns, oscillating so that light reflection came from different segments as it moved. -

N Wo have no reason to doubt that F/Lt. Hubbard honestly. described. his own

i impression of .what he .saw, but we find it impossible;to. believejthat :a most

i unconventional aircraft, of exceptional speed, could have travelled at no great

H altitude, in the middle of a fine summer morning, over a populous and air-minded

i; district like Farnborough, without attracting the attention* of ‘morc than one

L . observer. We conclude, either that F/Lt. Hubbard. was the-victim (ol an: optical
illusion, or that he.observed some quite normal type. of .aircraft-and . eceived: him-

; self about its shapeand speed. . TR SO

i O ’ 14. F/Lt. Hubbard was also concerned in the other ipcideht,,\tlhen,.'at 1609

| ‘on 5th September, 1950, he was standing on the watch-tower with five other officers,

4 Jooking south in.anticipation of the display by. the Hawker :1081..[The sky’ was

v

|

]

v about 3/8 obscured, with a stratg-cumulgus cloud base at 4,000 feet.. | At about the
‘same_moment they all saw, at an estimated range of 10-15, miles, an object. which .
AT they described as being.a-flat.disc, light pearl .ﬁrey in ¢ojour,: and," ;ttl)'out‘.,thg size
O o

P of a shirt button.” They all observed it to. follow a rectangular. flight path,.con-
i . sisting in succession of a * falling leaf,” horizontal flight * vei fast,” an upward
it :# falling leaf,” another.horizontal stretch, and 5o on; " finally it dived to the horizon
~at great speed. - The pattern-was estimated to be- executed:'somewhere over (he -
! Guildford-Farnham area. : ‘ AL A S R IR

* . F{Lt. Hubhard was satisfied that the objects he.saw.qn, the (wo- occasions
p were identical; ' the other..bbservers. agreed that ‘the soi,:qnd;_-qut:ctg- fitted .the

" ‘description they had been giyen of the first. . . ol et e s
| . "~ We have, no doubt that,all. these officers did in-fact.see. 3 flying: bject_of;some
i . sort. We cannot; howeyer regard.the evidence,of identificatjon of thig object, which
e was.only séen at Very. long Tange, With:the carlier one 23 of ‘any valug whatever.
i
)

‘Further, W, agaiil.find i, impossible ito: helicye ;thal, waunco&}v‘e%%\%mm&
SEARGER L. ALY 3

““manceuvring for some time’ over;a. populous ared,, tould; haye
- attentign. of other observers.,. We, conciude that the officers.in-fagt.saw.some quite
l,-imrmal,pi.rcraf.t.~!Mm.t.wxms;at,wr.cme-;mua).;ran,se.;an | were led By the preyjous
* report fo believe it tq beisomething abnormal-—an interesting examp > of one.report
. ’inducing another,, We are reinforced.in this belicf.by.an. experience of-one.of our
o humbez: (Wing (ommandes; Formby, R.AF) which is, recolinted in. Appendix B -
“and illustrates the.case with which mistaken.identifications.foay, e, made, gven by

gxper]egcéd;gbsﬂvers e FEU RN T R E YIRS TR
" SEGCRET"
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Conclusions. and Recommendations.. . .

_ 1S. When the only material available 'ié:iliﬁ:"ass of purely subjective evidence,
it is impassible to give anything like.scientific proof that the _phen:f;mgna obseryed,

are, or aré not,: caused by something ‘entirely: novel;: such ‘as’an’ ircralt of exira- "
terrestrial origin, developed b¥‘peings.\;x,nknown to us on lines mor advanced than
anything ‘we have thought' of. “We ‘are; however; sausﬁed-thalilhe-’bulk-af the
observations reported do not need -such ‘an explanation, and can be accounted_for
much: more simply.  There is.a very old: scientific principle, usu: lly attributed to
William .of Occam, which states.that thé most probable ‘hypothiesis is the simplest
n_eée.fisary'toqp(plain the observations, ) oL ST

“We believe, that .this principle should be applied -to.theé plljmnt .case, and
accordingly conclude that all the observations reported were ‘dué to one or.other
of the following causes:—- : ] | :

(1) ‘Astronomical or meteorological. phenomena of known types.

{2) Mistaken identification of -conventional aircraft, balloons, birds, or other

' normal or natural objects. . - B '

~ {3) Optical illusionsxand psychological delusions.

(4) Deliberate hoaxes. "~ SRR
We.consider that no progress will be made by attempting further investigation
of unco-ordinated and. subjective: evidence; and- that ‘positive- ults could. only
be. obtained by.or anising . throughout the.. country, or-:the. orld, continuous
observation of the:skies by: a-co-ordinated network-of visual observers; equip)
with photographic. ap ratus,; and- supplemented by a nelwork?fof radar stations

and-sound locators. we should regard this, on:the evidence so far available, as a

singularly profitless enterprise.’ We accorgiingly.re_commend very. strongly. thal no
further ‘investigation. of 'rep_orted._" mysterious . aerial phenomena .be ~undertaken,
unless and until some‘m.atenal evidence becomes available. - EEREEERTIRE IS Mt

i

L Melropbfe :Bui_l_;ﬁngs. w.C.2.

CAPPENDIXA | e

A NOTE ON:AN UNUSUAL RADAR RESPONSE BY MR. G. E. G.|GRARAM, DS T

With reference to the unusual response observed at Wartling on 1st June, 1950,
it is suggested that the signal observed.was received directly from another radar
transmitter, possibly ship-borne, in the Portsmouth-Isle: of Wight-areay This will
be termed the *-Western™ transmitter..~. . . . . :

- Assumning the ' modulation pulses -of the * Western " transmitter (o be

'isoéhron'ous ‘with those of the Wartiing set,.and that the pise of the former

was occurring anything up. to, say, 12 miiliseconds minus. the transmission_time
later than that of the. latter, the received signal would be visible on the P.P.L
display. ., Moreover,. unless the * Western ™ transiitter were ery far away it is
probable thit the received signal would be of large amplitude and would therefore,
as stated in the.report, **appear very thick leaving more afterglow than a usual
response behind.” : -

e Itis reasonable to suppose that the repetition rates m.entio‘n?d above would not
remain .identical for.more than a few seconds: A, relatively| smalt drift in the
repetition rates will produce a considerable ‘chiange .in the time interval ‘between
the-transtmitter pulse and the firing: instant: of the réceiver time base. “This. would
result in ‘a‘large displacement. of the. received signal along the|scan, -which would.
be interpreted-as a i%z\ speed_movement,‘of- the::. target'-. in the.radial direction.
1t will be appreciated that il at th instant of first:sighting the repetition rate. of the

“ Western ™ transmmer'vl,et'e.'above.a but slowly. approaching.that of the Wartling

‘gét, the* target™ would-appear-to close rénge=rapidlg; as the repetition rajes became
‘equal“thé: * target »-would--appear st.ationar.n;.'-an v.as the “ Western »..repetition’

tate: fell below! that: of ' the" fartling’ set, -4 e 4 target ™. would appear to.open -
range i'aﬁidly.? +:It may further “be: noted -that-oné.would"expect' re! ections from

‘objects’ (Hills, &c.) relatively close to:the ** Western ! transmitter to be of. sufficient
‘amplitude-to:be displayed also on’ the PP, which-would. give the impression; of
« shadows " between successive points as described in the repart. .. . - ..o
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AN Ossnnvmon OF A “ Furmc SAUCER ” ‘BY WING COMMANDBR Fomnv

of a “Flying Saucer” was observed in- the- dlstance
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Whlle on the rifle range at Tipner, Portsmouth an ob{;ct havmg the ap;

RAF.

pearance

isibility - was: good,  there
being a cloudless sky and’ bright sunshine; . The object’ was, located and held by
telescope (%20 magmﬁcauon), and gave appearance of bemg a circular| shining -
disc'moving on a regular-flight path 1t was only after. observation had b kept

- for'several minutes; and the-altitude of the object” changed so that lt did not reflect

- the sunlight. to the observer’s ey, that it-was 1denuﬁed as bemg a perfectly normal




REPORT OF AN UNEXPLAINED AERIAL SIGHTING

Date and time of sighting. 20 February 2005
(Duration of sighting.) No time given.
Description of object. Just said saw a flying object.

(No of objects, size, shape, colour,
brightness, noise.)

Exact position of observer. Not given.
Geographical location.

(Indoors/outdoors,

stationary/moving.)

How object was observed. With the naked eye.

(Naked eye, binoculars, other
optical device, camera or
camcorder.)

Direction in which object was
first seen.

(A landmark may be more helpful
than a roughly estimated bearing.)

Was seen over East Coker, Somerset.

Approximate distance. Not given.
Movements and speed. Not given.
(side to side, up or down,

constant, moving fast, slow)

Weather conditions during Not given.

observation.
(cloudy, haze, mist, clear)




REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

To whom reported.
(Police, military, press etc)

Das answerphone.

10. | Name, address and telephone no
of informant.
Yeovil
Somerset

11. | Other witnesses. Not given.

12. | Remarks. Said that she saw the UFO report in the
Western Gazette and thought that she
should report to us what she had seen.

13. | Date and time of receipt. 2 March 2005
11.45L
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Arbitration

Lord HACKING: [ say nothing, but
fieg leave to withdraw.

Auendment, by feave, withdrawn,

{dmendment No. 27 not moved.)

i}

T.3p.m.

Lord HACKIMNG moved Amendment
No. 28:

Afier Clause 5, insert the following new clause:

Ameadment of principal Act relating to
appointpenr of new arbitrators
. At the end of seciion 23 of the princisal
Act there shall be added the foilowing:

“ YWhere an Arbitrator or Umpire has been
removed under subscction 23(1) above, any
party to the reference may serve on thz other
parties to the reference, a written notice to
appoint, or, as tbe case may be, to concur in
appointing, an Arbiirator or Umpire in place
of the Arbitrator or Umpire so removed, and
if the appointment is not made within seven
clear days after the service of the notice, the
High Court o1 a Judge thereof may, on applica-
tion by the party wiho gave the notice, appoint
an Arbitrater or Umpire who shall have the
like powers to act within the reference and
make an award as had the Arbitrator or
Urmopire who has been removed.”.”).

The noble Lord said: Before I withdraw
this Amendment, may ] mention that I
drafted this Amendment within the ambit
of the new clause that [ am proposing to
replace Section 23. It is mote appropriate
to have the appointment of another
arbitrator under terms (which other terms

6

come from other clauses of this Bill) |

than to use the terms used in Section 25 % UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

of the Arbitration Act 1950.
move.

I beg to

The LORD CHANCELLOR: The
Amendment allowing the court to replace
an arbitrator removed for misconduct is,
I am advised, unnecessary. Section 25 of

" the 1950 Act deals with the matter and

gives the court adequate powers to replace
a removed arbitrator. I do not know
whether that covers the point that the
noble Lord has made or not; but if he is
still reverting to the use of the concept
of misconduct in this connection, then,
as I have said, I am willing to look at that
again in other connections.

Lord HACKING: 1 will leave the
matter there. I have already mentioned
to the noble and learned Lord that I
believe these words are beiter than those
in Section 25. That is the reason why I
drafted them. 1 beg leave to withdraw
the Amendment.

(18 JANUARY 1979 ]
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Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Lord HACKING moved ,Amgﬁd}msnt
No. 29: ' S '

After Clause §, insert the foilowing naw clouse:

Amendment of 5. 1(3} of Arbitrarion Act 1975
(" . Insubseciion 1(4) Arbitration Act 1975

afier **is a party > tiwre shall be added the

words ** 1o the proceadings 7.

The noble Lord said: i shall briefly
address the Committee on Amendments
29 and 30. The noble and learned Lord
has already replied to 1y Amendment
No. 17 which 1s related to these Amend-
ments and he has left me in a position of
suspension. [ do not know the noble
and learned Lord’s mind, but { am happy
to remain in suspension until the Report
stage or until such time as he is able to
take me oui of it. I beg to move.

The LORD CHANCELLOR: I hope
that the noble Lord will not suffer unduly
in a state that I prefer te call suspended
animation rather than suspension.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
[Amendment 30 not moved.)
Remaining clauses agreed to.

House resumed: Bill reported with an
Amendment.

7.7 p.m.-

The Earl of CLANCARTY rose to
call attention to the increasing number
of sightings and landings on a world-
wide scale of unidentificd flving objects
(UFOs), and tc the need for an intra-
governmental study of UFOs; and to move
for Papers. The noble Earl said: It is
with much pleasure that T intreduce this
debate this evening about unidentified
flving objects—known more briefly as
UFOs and sometimes as flying saucers.
1 understand that this is the first time the
subject of UFQOs has been debated in your
Lordships’ House, 50 that this is indeed a
imique occasion. Before proceeding fur-
ther I think I should declare an interest,
in that [ have written a number of books
about UFQs. 1 am grateful to those
noble Lords who are going to foliow me
in this debate and I am sure that it will
be a most stimulating discussion.
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Before speaking about the need for an
intra-governmental study of UFOs, which
is the basis of my Motion being debated
today, I think it advisable to give your
Lordships some background to this fas-
cinating subject of UFQs. I shall briefly
cover a little history, the classes of wit-
nesses, the characteristics of UFOs and
some important sightings, and then [ shall
deal with the vital subject of the attitude
of governments to these important
phenomena.

Although UFOs have come to the fore
since the end of the last World War,
there are reports of them all through
history. Among the papers of the late
Professor Alberto Tulli, former director
of the Egyptian Museum at the Vatican,
was found one of the earliest known
records of a fleet of flying saucers. It
was written on papryus long ago in
ancient Egypt—actually, it was at the
time of Thutmose II1, circa 1504 to 1450
BC, who, with his army witnessed the
sighting of what we today would call
UFOs.

Now, 1 am not going to bore your
Lordships with accounts of UFOs in
every century because I want to get on
to the very interesting things happening
today. In modern times things began
to happen during World War IT when both
allied and German pilots saw strange
circular lights around their planes. We
called them Foo fighters. Both Allied
and German piiots thought that they were

secret weapons of the other side. After

the war, on 24th June 1947, an American
called Kenneth Arnold, piloting his own
plane, was on a mercy mission frying to
find another aircraft that had crashed
somewhere in the Cascade Mountains in
the State of Washington. Suddenly, he
spotted nine gleaming objects, crescent
shaped, flying in a zigzag fashion between
his plane and the mountains. He managed
to calculate their speed because he was
able to get a fix—I think that is the tech-
nical term—between two mountain peaks,
Rainier and Baker. It appeared that the
objects were travelling at some 1,400 miles
per hour—a very fast speed in 1947,

Some time after landing, Arnold, in
answer to a question from the Press,
described the motion of the flying objects
a¢ being like saucers skimming over water.,
Next day the Press headlined them as
“ flying saucers ”’. Since Arnold’s sighting

[LORDS ]
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in 1947, millions of people all over the
world have seen the UFOs. This brines
me to the class of witnesses that see
UFOs. It is true that occasionally one
gets the odd crank or hoaxer; but the
majority of witnesses are sincere people.
Then again many witnesses are pilots,
police officers, coastguards, radar opera-
tors—in short, trained observers. Many
astronauts have seen UFOs. Many
people ask me: * Why is it that astron-
omers do not see them?” The answer
is that they do. In a letter published in the
Daily Telegraph on 4th January last year,
I listed eight well-known astronomers who
had seen UFOs, including Dr. Clyde
Tombaugh, discoverer of the planet Pluto.

Now a few words, my Lords, about the
UFOs themselves. Actually, the name
“flying saucer” given by the Press in
1947 was a misnomer as they come in all
sorts of shapes and sizes: cigar, oval,
disc, sphere, doughnut, crescent and
tadpole shaped. You name it, my Lords,
the list is endless. I should like to say a
few words about their characteristics.
UFOs often have very bright lights and
sometimes when in flight change colours
all the way through the colour spectrum.
Sometimes the light from a UFO is so
intense that its shape is obscured from
view. This light encrgy is so powerful
that witnesses have been burned on- the
face and hands if in too close a proximity
toa UFO.

“Another characteristic of the UFQs is
electrical interference  with  various
machines. UFOs have been notorious for
stopping cars at short range. The driver
will hear his engine splutter and it stops
running. Besides cars, many other
machines have been affected, including
aircraft, motor cycles, buses, lorries and
tractors. UFOs are said to be the cause
of some of the power blackouts in the
USA, Mexico and other countries, Indeed,
UFOs have been seen flying along power
lines in the USA just before black-outs.
Furthermore, I have a picture on the wall
of my study at home of a UFO doing
just that! _ o

Now, I will mention one or two of the
more impressive sightings since the war.
On the 29th June, 1954, a BOAC Bocing
stratocruiser * Centaurus ”” had taken off
from New York for London. Dinner had
been served. The time was just after
sunset when the skipper, Captain James
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Howard, first sighted the UFOs. Some of
the passengers by then were asleep.
There was one big object with six smaller
ones. Captain Howard pointed them
out to his co-pilot, First Officer Lee Boyd,
who flew with the famous Pathfinder
force in World War Il. The objects were
five miles from the * Centaurus . They
stayed parallel with the aircraft for
80 miles. From time to time the big
object appeared to change shape. The
radio oificer checked with Goose Bay,
Labracor, to see if any other aircraft were
in the arca and was told, No. Goose
Bay sent a fighter up to investigate.
All the crew saw the objects. Just before
the fighter arrived, the objects began to
disappear, and it seemed that the smaller
ones went inside the large one.  Altogether,
a crew of eight and 14 of the 51 passengers
saw the UFOs.

In November 1975, at Strategic Air
Command Bases in Michigan, Montana,
Ncerth Dakota and Maine, a number of
UFOs were sighted over a 13 day period.
Several were hovering near nuclear weapons
storage areas. When interceptor planes
were sent up to investigate, the UFOs
dimmed their lights and became invisible.
One of the most amazing UFO incidents
ever occurred in Septembr, 1976. © A
report of this event written by Geoffrey
Levy appeared in the Daily Express on
27th February, last year. I shall try and
give you his account in my own words.
A very large glowing object was seen over
Teheran, Iran., Hundreds of witnesses
telephoned the authorities. At 1.30 a.m.
the Iranian Air Force scrambled a Phan-
tom jet to investigate the UFO which was
some 70 miles away. As the jet reached
about balf the distance to the UFO, all
of the Iranian plane’s communications and
instrument systems malfunctioned. The
pilot-had no alternative but to return to
base.

A second Phantom jet took off flying
faster than the speed of sound. The UFO
began to move at a very fast speed indeed,
and soon outpaced the jet. Then, an
extraordinary thing happened. Suddenly
a second smaller UFO came out of the
big one, and headed straight for the jet.
The jet pilot tried to release an AIM-9
air-to-air missile at the glowing object.
No success at all. The weapons control
panel was not working and all electronic
systems were out of action. There was
only one thing for the pilot to do, and that

B i e ey — Ll A TR
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was to make his escape. He put his plane
in to a dive. Then something extraordinary
happened. The second UFO turned around
and went back inside the “ mother ship .
The jet pilot’s instruments started working
again. So once more he tried to pursue
the UFO, but it moved away too rapidly,
and so the Phantom jet returned to base.

There are literally vast numbers of these
astounding reports. Indeed, my Lords,
this worldwide UFO invasion of every
country’s air space is of growingimportance
and thercfore I suggest that Parliament
keeps a continuous watch on the situation.
I have thought of one way of doing this.
In the same way that there is a House of
Lords Defence Study Group ably chaired
by the noble Lord, Lord Shinwell, perhaps
we could have a House of Lords UFO
Study Group to meet periodically. If
any of your Lordships are interested,
please let me know!

I should like to touch on the attitudes
of Governments towards this subject and
to stress the need for an intra-govern-
mental study, which is the object of my
Motion. I am only going to talk about
four Governments, your Lordships will
probably be pleased to know. First, let
us take a look at the United States. I
think that ane of the reasons for “* playing
down ” UFQs some years ago in the United
States was the fear of panic among the
public. This was partly based on an
actual panic that did occur in 1538 due to
a very realistic broadcast by Orson Welles
of H. G. Wells’ War of the Worlds.
Thousands of people left their homes.

However, after the war, the United
States Air Force investigated pilots’
reports without any debunking. Then
the Central Intelligence Agency, the CIA,
stepped in. The CIA controls the intelli-
gence departments of the United States
military services. They ordered the
United States Air Force to clamp down on
UFO reports. That was, I believe in 1953
and it has been going on ever since.
Pilots who reported seeing UFOs were
ridiculed, and after a time other pilots did
not report them for fear of damaging their
reputation. We had high hopes during
President Carter’s election campaign that
there was a strong possibility of a break-
through to the truth about UFQOs. He
disclosed during his campaign that he had
seen a UFO a few years previously in
Georgia, and he added that if he got into
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[The Eail of Clancaity.]
ihe White FHouse he would release to the

public all the UFO information in the

Pentagon. Unfortunately, that election
pledge has not been fulfilled.

What has been happening in the Soviet
Union? Probably the leading ufologist
in that country is Doctor Felix Zigel,
Professor of Higher Mathematics and
Astronomy at the Moscow Aeronautical
Institute. For a long time he had been
trying to form a big UFO research group
on a worldwide scale.
been seen over the Soviet Union. In July,
August, September and October 1967, for
instance, giant space ships were seen Over
various parts of the USSR by astronomers
and other witnesses. On 10th November
of that year, it was announced that there
was to be a full investigation of UFOs.
This was announced on Russian tele-
vision. The operation was to be headed
by Major General Anatoly Stolyerov,
with Docter Zigel as Number Two.
Thousands of UFO cases were to be
analysed by scientists and Soviet Air Force
officers. However, the Russian Academy
for Sciences came down hard on the new
UFO group and on 27th February, 1968,
Pravda published the official attitude of the
authorities, and the cover-up was on.

There is, however, one country which
can be relied upon to take a line independ-
ent from others over many matters, and
UFOs proved to e 1o exception. In
Febroary, 1974, the then French Minister
of Defence, M. Robert Galley, was inter-
viewed entirely about UFOQOs on France-
Inter radio station. The interviewer was
Jean Ciaude-Bourret. At the time there
was tremendous publicity in France, but
for some reason OUr NEWsSpapers did not
even mention the broadcast. M. Galley
stated that the UEFOs were real but
admitted that it was not known where
they came from. He said that since 1954,
there had been 2 unit in the French
Ministry of Defence collecting UFO
reports. Some of this material was sent to
the National Centre for Space Studies in
Toulouse, the French equivalent of the
American NASA. In this Centre there
was also a unit—a scientific one—-studying
both UFO sighting and landing reports.

- A little over a year ago, 1 received some
information that this particular unit was
under government sponsorships and so 1
put down a Question for Written Answer.

{LORDS 1

Many UFOs have |
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! The noble Lord. Lord Donaldson of
| Kingshridge, kindly confirmed to me in
! his reply that the GEPAN unit—those
are the initials of the group—had been
set up under the French Ministry of
Industry, Commerce and Artisans at the
centre in Toulouse. M. Galley also added
that the gendarmerie Were playing a very
important part in UFO investigations,
questioning witnesses and examining burnt
| circular marks on the ground where
\ UFOs had landed; or were alleged to

have landed. So the French have been
taking it all seriously and keeping their
own peopie informed. Nobody panicked
and people did not rush like lemmings
into the sea.

l
|
\
l

Is it not time that Her Majesty’s
Government informed ouf people of
what they know about UFOs? The
UFOs have been coming in increasing
numbers for 30 years since the war, and
1 think it is time our people were told the
truth. We have not been invaded from
outer space. Most incidents have not
been hostile. Indeed itisus, the earthlings,
who have fired on them. There may have
been a few allegedly hostile incidents, but
[ maintain that if there is a disturbing
element in a phenomenon which is pretty
friendly on the whole, we should be told
the truth, Whatever the truth is, I am
sure that an informed publicis a prepared
| one. Another thing: it is on record that
| both sighting and landing reports are
‘ increasing all the time. Just suppose the
ufonauts decided to make mass landings
tomorrow in this country—there could
well be panic here, because our people
have not been prepared.

The noble Lord, Lord Strabolgi, is to

\ reply for Her Majesty’s Government at
the end of this debate. I should like to
ask the noble Lord whether he will
contact his right honourable friend the
Minister of Defence about the possibility
of giving 2a broadcast interview about
UFOQOs, as his counterpart across the
Channel did in 1974, That would go 2
long way to discredit the view held by 2
jot of people in this country that there
is a cover-up here and that in some way
we are playing along with the United
States over this. 1 should also like to see
an intra-governmental study of the UFOs.
All Governments should get together and
pool their knowledge about UFOs, and
the results should be passed on to the
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public. Finally, 1 should like to thank
your Lordships for vour kind attention,
and 1 bea to move for Papers.

7.29 pa.

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, { am
bound to say that I face making this
speech with some trepidation. 1 bad
wondered whether we could justify the
holding of what is in efiect a full debalce
on this matter; but having seen the
audience we have tonight, and indeed
having heard. the speech of the nobic Earl,
Lord Clancarty, I can sce that that sort
of thought would not go down tco well,
I may well be shouted down before [ finish
anyway, but let us see if we can avoid that
right at the start.

The noble Earl asked us in his Motion to
support a proposal particularly for an
intra-governmental study—I suppose he
means, as indeed he has described,
between Governments. No doubt he
would wish to see the co-operation of the
United States. But I should not want to
support that kind of proposal. T do not
think the time has yet come when we can
view this matter with sufficient certainty
to justify the expenditure of public
money on it.

1 certainly agree that the numerous
voluntary bodies, including those with
which the noble Earl is associated, ought
to be encouraged, and indeed I should not
be opposed to informal links betweesn
those bodies—or, at least the responsible
ones—and others, such as the Ministry
of Defence. But I am ashamed to cay,
in the midst of all this faith, that I am not
myself a believer in UFOs described, as
I believe they are, as objects or vehicles
from another planet or from another
universe.

I have some 2,500 hours as a pilot.
I have flown across the atlantic a few
times as a pilot. Bat, unlike with the
aircraft reported by the noble Earl, I
have never seen one. I presume—indeed,
I believe—that a good many of the
sightings can be explained by logical
scientific theory and I am, so far at least,
convinced that those that cannot so far
be so explained could be, if our knowledge
were more advanced or if we had more
information about the sightings in question.
It is these unexplained sightings upon
which ufologists rely so heavily in asking
us to accept their theories. But I believe,
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as I say, that these unexvlained sightings
could be—and, indeed, would be—ex-
plained, if we had more knowledge about
tiera: for example, better photographs,
How many ciear photographs of UFQs
have your Lordshins seen? Al have scen
are hazy, fudgy photographs which could,
oi could not, be genuine.,

Ufologists often rely upon radar infor-
mation for evidence in their case, but |
must tell your Lordships that radar plays
more tricks even than the camera, and 1
do not believe that radar inforimation, in
this contest, is valid. For example, the
recent sightings in Mew Zealand, which
were widely reported just before Christmas,
including some rather strange-looking
photographs which appeaied on television,
were also said to have been confirmed by
radar information which was available
to the aircraft in question. But I know
from my own experience that radar is
frequently used, and, indezd, is so designed,
for deteciing anomalies in atmospheric
conditions and in westher patterns, and
I aim not persuaded that radar is a valid
supporting argument in this case.

Since time immemorial, man has as-
cribed those phenomena that he could not
explain to some supernatural or extra-
terrestrial agents. Eventually, as scientific
wisdom has advanced, these phenomena
are understood more fully, until now,
today, no one takes witchcraft seriously
and therc are no fairies at the bottom
of my garden. It is not so long ago thai
magnetism, as it occurs naturally in the
form of lodestone, was thought to be the
work of the Devil, as indeed were some of
the hot springs found in Iceland, Australia
and elsewhere.

An eclipse of the sun or the moon,

"now fully understood, was once thought

to be an expression of the Almighty’s
displeasure. Perhaps this derives from
the description in the Gospels of the events
following the Crucifixion. I recall the
44th and 45th verses of the 23rd chapter
of St. Luke’s Gospel, and I shall read
it if I may: ‘

“ And it was about the sixth hour, and there

}vlvas a darkness over all the earth until the ninth
our. i

And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the
temple was rent in the midst .
St. Matthew described it rather well also:

. “Ang, behold, the veil of the temple was rent
in twain from the top to the bottom; and the
earth did quake, and the rocks rent ”.
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[Lord Trefgarne.}

No one would now seriously doubt that
those happenings were, in fact, an eclipse
of the sun and an earthquake respectively.
I would not deny that there may have been
divine iatervention in respect of the timing
of those events, but certainly 1 would say
that they were caused by terrestrial forces
which we now fully understand.

Without wishing to pre-empt anything
that the right reverend Prelate the Bishop
of Norwich may say, perhaps I may
pose the question as to whether the exis-
tence of another race or races outside our
universe is compatible with our Christian
principles. I speak only as a simple
member of the Christian faith, but I
think I believe that He loves us and us
alone. I am not aware that there is any
suggestion in the words of Christ or in
the words of the Almighty, as recorded
that we must share his goodness with
people from another universe. There is
no suggestion that there is, indeed, any
other such people. I acknowledge, how-
ever, that, for example, the works of
Darwin were once thought incompatible
with the Christian faith, and so perhaps
my view of the credibility of these things,
from a Christian point of view, is open to
correction. Perhaps the right reverend
Prelate will be able to help us when he
comes to speak.

1 emphasise that I do not for a moment
doubt the sincerity and conviction of those
who believe in these objects, who believe
that they are visitors from another universe
or, at least, some supernatural force
beyond our reason. I simply do not
happen to agree with them. I certainly do
not agree with the learned professor,
speaking on the radio the other morning,
who said: “‘ Anyone who believes in
UFOQs is a loony . But as for the sugges-
tion that an international study group
should be set up, I do not think that I
could countenance that as a serious
proposal at this time. I emphasise,
however, that I would be happy to
encourage informal links between, for
example, the RAF and the very worthy
groups who believe differently from the
way I do.

Before I sit down, I should just like to
say how much I am looking forward to
the maiden speech of my noble friend
Lord Cxfuird, who is to speak later in
the debate. His name has, of course,

[LORDS ]
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appeared on the Order Paper before
today, and I hope that it appears on the
list of speakers a good many times in the
future. The noble Earl, Lord Clancarty
has done us a service by bringing this
matter forward, but I would counse]
caution and care,

7.38 p.m. :

The Earl of KIMBERLEY: My Lords,
as the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, has
said, the majority of noble Lords in this
Chamber will be greatly indebted to the
noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, for raising
this fascinating and controversial subject
this evening. Before I begin, perhaps [
should say that I have an interest in it,
because I am a director of a company
which is to make an identified flying
object—a thermo skyship, which is saucer
shaped. I shall not get that muddled up.
But in spite of sceptics, such as the noble
Lord, Lord Wigg, the other day in a
newspaper, and Sir Bernard Lovell from
Jodrell Bank, who says that UFOs do
not exist, we must agree that they do,
because otherwise there would be no
unidentified flying objects. Furthermore,
we should not have throughout the world
radio telescopes listening to try to pick up
signals from intelligences in outer space.

As the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty,
said, UFOs are not products of the 20th
century imagination., They have been
observed here for years—by the North
American Indians, by the monks of
Byland Abbey in 1290, who were terrified
by the appearance of a huge silver disc.
Right through history up to today,
millions of people have seen UFOs, and
I will go so far as to say that I am the
first to admit that the very large majority
of them can be explained as natural or
man-made phenomena—meteorites, satel-
lite débris, weather balloons, military
flares, et cetera. But there are still many
which are completely unexplained.

It has been reported that the United
States and the USSR signed a pact in
1971 to swop UFC information, but the
pact stated that they were to keep the
rest of the world in the dark. I believe
that the pact was signed so that neither
super-Power would make mistakes about
UFOs being atomic missiles. I am also led
to understand that quite recently the three
United States balloonists who crossed
the Atlantic were followed for up to 12
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hours by UFOs but were ordered by
United States Government agents not to
discuss them.

We know that war in space, once a
gment of the imagination and a subject
much beloved by science fiction wrilers,
is very nearly a fact now. Both super-
Powers have, or will have, killer satellites
and laser beams operating in space. May
I ask the noble Lord, Lord Strabolgi,
whether he agrees that this may perhaps
be one of the reasons for the reticence of
the United States over being more forth-
coming about their UFO information?

In 1977, Sir Eric Gairy, the Prime
Minister of Grenada, backed by Presi-
dent Carter, wanted the United Nations
to declare 1978 as the Year of the UFO.
They both failed. However, the proposi-
tion was finally tabled for 29th September
1978. This proposition was postponed
through October, November and Decem-
ber. It was finally threatened by the veto
of the United States and Russia. Hope-
fully, however, it will now be considered
in June of this year. I believe that at last
there has been a unanimous vote that the
proposition will not be rejected.

As the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne,
said, 1 agree entirely that we do not
understand many of these unidentified
flying objects because of our lack of
knowledge. UFOs defy worldly logic.
Even if one accepts that there may be life
elsewhere in our galaxy, or even in other
galaxies, the human mind cannot begin to
comprehend UFO characteristics: their
propulsion, their sudden appearance, their
disapperance, their great speeds, their
silence, their manoeuvres, their: apparent
anti-gravity, their changing shapes. They
defy our present knowledge and laws of
matter. Of course, this naturally upsets
our earthly scientists because it is outside
their carthly terms of reference and
knowledge, but to try to present UFOs in a
more mundane light let us briefly examine
the last 30 years.

In 1947, the United States Air Force
started an official project called * SIGN .
By 1949, 243 reports of UFOs had been
submitted, but no conclusive evidence
came to the public’s knowledge from this
project.  Project Blue Book was then
born, and its findings produced the same
conclusions.  So it appears that the
United States Air Force concern was
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threefold: first, to seec whether UFOs
were a threat to the security of the United
States; secondly, to see whether UFOs
could contribute technical and scientific
knowledge; and, thirdly, to explain to the
general American public what was going,
on in their air space. However, as UFOs
appeared to offer no threat to security,
Project Blue Book became just a public
relations exercise to not inform the public,
despite numerous unidentified radar track-
ings and close approaches made by UFOs
to both civil and miiitary aircraft. The
military staff in America said that, as
there was no threat or danger, they were
not interested in pursuing the subject
any further. So Project Blue Book was
abandoned.

This may be good encugh to fob off the
American public, but it is not good enough
to fob off the British public. Too many
people—ordinary people as well as famous
people—have seen UFOs. Ten Govern-
ments now openly admit that UFQOs exist
and are real: France, Norway, Sweden,
Brazil, the Argentine, Veneczuela, Mexico,
the Philippines, Peru and Grenada. Other
Governments know that UFOs exist
but do not admit it publicly. President
Carter has personally seen a UFO.

Let me give a small sample of promi-
nent, scientific and sane pecople who
have seen UFOs or believe, through
evidence, that they exist: Commander
Robert McLaughlin, United States Navy
missile expert; John McCormack, Speaker,
United States House of Representatives;
the late Air Chief Marshall Lord Dowding;
the late President Truman; Dr. Stanton
Friedman, United States Nuclear Physi-
cist; Ed Mitchell, Apollo astronaut;
Gordon Cooper, Apollo astronaut; Dr.
Allen Hynek, Professor of Astronomy,
North West University; Walter Cronkite,
United States newscaster; Neil Armstrong,
first man on the moon; and, lastly, Dr.
Felix Zigel, Professor of Higher Mathe-
matics and Astronomy, Moscow Aero-
nautical Institute. Can any of your
Lordships sincerely believe that fhese
aforementioned people all suffer either
from hallucinations or believe in fairy
stories ?

Despite the United States and the
USSR embargo on UFO information,
funnily enough the Russians appear
more inclined to think that UFOs have
extra-terrestrial origins. Further, some
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[The Earl of Kimberley.]

Russian scientists see a connection between
UFOs and parancrmal phenomena. In
fact, there is an ever-growing belief that
space travel has a connection with tele-
pathy and telekinesis, because cosmonauts
in orbit have discovered through scientific
tests that they have an increased level of
telephathic communication. Ifwe assume
that extra-terrestrial intelligences who
travel to earth are more advanced than
we are—and in that respect I think that
they must be—then UFOs could be tele-
kinetic phenomena: in other words,
controlled by thought pulses.

Since thought is not subject to the
physical limitations of matter, then veloci-
ties in excess of the speed of light would be
possible. It is interesting to me that in
1968 I was spezking to Sir Frank Whittle,
the inventor of the jet engine and an
eminent scientist, about interstellar space
travel. It was just before the Americans
had landed on the moon. Sir Frank
said that he thought that it would be
perfectly feasible one day to go to the
stars, as he did not believe in Einstein’s
theory of relativity. A remark like this,
coming from an ordinary man like myself,

would probably, quite rightly, be laughed

at. But one can certainly not laugh when
a remark like that is made by such an
eminent person as Sir Frank Whittle.

What is interasting is that two years later,
in 1970, Dr. Fomir, a Russian doctor of

telekinesis and automation, argued that,

to traverse interstellar space, we would

have to grapple with physical laws differeat

from those we know at present and which
so far are only theory. However, these
principles have been established in mathe-
matical formulae. Therefore, Einstein’s
concept of time and space possibly may
not apply.

In 1976, President Carter, in a pre-
election pledge stated:

“1f T become President, I'll ' make e§ery piece

of information this country has about UFO sitings
available to the public and the scieatists. I am
convinced that UFOs exist. I have seen them ™.

This statement was a breakthrough against
the United States cover-up as it admitted
that not all UFO information is, or has
been, available to the American public.
For instance, do your Lordships’ know
that three former United States Presidents
before their election proclaimed their
belief in UFQGs? They were President

o
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Eiscnhower, President Lyndon Johnso;
and President Ford, who 1 agree wg
appointed. During their presidencies the,
became completely silent and did not fulfy
their promises. Why? 1 strongly sus-
pect that Her Majesty’s Government know
why, and if they do know, why thes,
they should inform your Lordships.

I believe that there is much material
evidence on UFOs in the national archives
in the United States of America which
has never been made known to the public,
and even President Carter is finding it
difficult to carry out his pre-election pledge.
I am led to believe that he has tried
unsuccessfully with NASA to do UFOQ
research. The answer he has been given
is ** No, due to expense . That research
which NASA has been required to do
would cost a few million dollars, but a
few million dollars is only tie cost of two
astronauts’ suits. Therefore it appears
obvious that for some reason there is a
cover-up in the United States.

We in the United Kingdom are in a
strange position because we have had
thousands of sightings, yet I am led to
understand that the Ministry of Defence
have only two clerks working on UFO
sightings. Further, they claim that they
are not spending any money on UFO
research. They appear reluctant to in-
vestigate publicly connected phenomena
such as alleged messages from outer space.
They say that this is the responsioility
of the BEC and the Post Office. Can the
Minister say whether the BBC and the
Post Ofiice know that they have this
responsibility ?

Further, when the noble Lord, Lord
Strabolgi, replies to the debate will he
confirm that Her Majesty’s Government
might be sympathetic and give support
to the efforts of President Carter, Dr. Kurt
Waldheim and Sir Eric Gairy to get the
United Nations to debate the resolution
“to discover the origin, nature and intznt of
UF0s ”.

The noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, said
that we should set up a parliamentary
UFO group to meet a few times a year.
1 would concur with him. Further, I
think the general public should be en-
couraged to come forward with evidence.
Many do not, for fear of being ridiculed.
Let them be open; let thern be honest;
let them badsger their Member of Parlia-
ment and the Government to be open
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with them and to cease what I am coun inced
Is a cover-up here.  ‘The people of Britrin
have a right to know all that the Govern-
ments, not only of this country but othaers
throughout the world, know about UFTs.

Before I sit down [ ask the noble Lord,
Lord Strabolgi, whetiier he vill tell your
Lotdships why the Ministry of Defence
has not informed the public of 18 contacts
from 23rd May 1577 up to 22nd February
1978, numbered K 5634 to K 5651 in-
clusive. Further, what do the classification
numbers 5, 3, 20, 16, 6, R and 23 mean for
thess 18 contacts? Moreover, does the
noble Lord realise that 13 out of these
18 contacts were seen during the hours of
daylight? There need be no fear that the
people of this country may panie, since
if UFGCs are extra-terrestrial thzir intelli-
gence and knewiedye is far ahead of our
priniitive understanding. My Lords, I
heartily support the Motion moved by
the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, for an
intra-governmental body to research U Os.
Let Her Majesty’s Government give an
example to the rest of the world by being
the leader in this investigation.

7.55p.m.

The Viscount of OXFUIRD: My Lords,
first I should like to thank the noble
Earl, Lord Clancerty, for initiating this
extremely interesting debate. Of course it
is really much above my head, but I have
enjoyed it already and I Lhope I shall
enjoy it for the rest of the evening. To me,
the first question really is, where have
these UFOs come from? There could be a
great many answers to that, but in the
first place we can look at our own planet
and there is no doubt that there is very
little chance of their having come from
anything in our own solar system. In
fact I think I should quote a few words
from Professor Kopal's recent book on
the solar system which finishes up, after
lamenting the fact of what they found out
about Mars, by saying:

“The hope of finding life on Mars has

evaporated, together with the canals, into the
thin Martian air. It is ncw almost certain that as
living beings we are alone in the solar system ”.
I think that is a very good example of the
fact that we cannct look to the solar
system to discover where these things
come from, if they come from anywhere.

The next possibility which has been
paraded is that they might come from the
sister sun in our own galazy. Of course
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e ey ey s e e e g e g ke men,

[ 18 JANUARY 1679 ]

that is quite possible if vou believe in the
now accepted-—or shall we say more
popufar—theory of the “big bang ™ for
the siart of the universe. Undoubtediy,
our sun and its solar svstem must have
been shared with many others at that
moment when we suddenly appeared.
They cven give dates for it now; they
talk about 5,000 million years ago, which
fits in with our own geological back-
ground. .

There are many stars which have a
solar systern which might well be in the
same position ; they might have one planet,
as we have, as good as ours and with the
same amount of knowledge. On the other
hand, we must accept the fact, as the noble
Earl, Lord Kimberley, was saying, that it
would have to be something which we
have not been able to attain on this earth
and something that we do not understand
on this earth, because if one wanted tc get,
say, from A Centauri, which is our nearest
star, to here, it wculd take half a lifetime.
Even travelling faster than anything we
have ever produced in the way of space
ships in this world of ours, the distance is
250,000 times the distance that we are
from our sun, which is 93 million miles.
It is a distance which would certainly take
half a lifetime, even at 100,000 miles an
hour. So I do not think it would be
reasonable to look at another solar system,
say A Centauri, which is very near, being
only roughly 41 light years from us, which
is not very much in space. There is of
course the possibility that the UFOs
may come from some secret effort on this
earth. 'This T very much doubt because
one could not keep a thing like that
secret for 20 or 30 years. I very much
doubt the possibility of its being on this

.earth.

So we get an entirely different picture.
We have progressed in the last 30 years
both in cosmology and in many other
sciences, more than we have .ever done
before, certainly in my lifetime. ‘I think
the feeling really is that we are now on the
edge of something in the universe which
we do not understand yet. However, if
we are going to understand the UFO
question, we have got to move to the
extent of understanding something beyond
cosmology today. From our point of
view, what we are looking at is the tip
of the iceberg. We know perfectly well
that we get information, we put it into,
computers and come out at the other
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[Viscount Oxfuird.)
end with a new model. Thea in five or
10 years the model is thrown away and
we are back with the one answer which
applies, unfortunately, to so much of
science today; we just do not kaow.
But one hopes that it will be possible.

If the suggestion of the noble Earl,
Lord Clancarty, backed by the noble
Earl, Lord Kimberley, is adopted——that is,
that we should have a worldwide organisa-
tion—to look into this matter and to go
further than we have ever done, why
should we not be the leaders of it? It
would twist science back into a new
field. Is it possible that there is not
merely another solar system in our galaxy,
but that somewhere in one of the many
galaxies in the cxpanding universe there
are other places where these things could
come from with their amazingly vast
scientific knowledge? I personally see
no valid reason why we must accept that
at this time, but we should start working
for it. If we had a worldwide organisa-
tion to try to control that, perhaps we
should be able to solve many of the
problems which face us today in the
universe; and nothing could be better.
Then we might possibly find the answer
to our UFOs.

8.2 p.m. .

Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords,
as the lone figure on this side of the House
who has dared to come in on this debate,
may I say that it has been a pleasure to
listen to the noble Viscount, Lord Oxfuird,
who has just spoken and, who has, in
his own Inimitable way, as a result of
his military and othér experience over
the years, brought a certain depth and
profundity to the request for some
investigation into the phenomenon with
which mankind is presented today.
Consequently, with all sincerity I can say
that I hope this House will have the
pleasure of listening to the noble Viscount
on many occasions adding his voice to
our deliberations, and I thank him for
what he has said.

Now I want to attack the problem in
my own way. First, I want to ask what
are we talking about. Secondly, after
expressing my gratitude for the maiden
Speech, I would also express thanks to
the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, who
initiated this debate to call attention to
the increasing number of sightings and

a®
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landings on a worldwide scale of un-
identified flying objects. There is no
argument about that. Do not let the
noble Earl be a little bit sad because of
dandy intellectualism that may approach
this debate. The world oozes with
intellectuality and at the present moment
it is completely lacking in wisdom. Iet
us remember what [ have said many times
here, and it was my old mother who
taught me this; she made me go to Sunday
school and quote the text. She would say
in Welsh: ““ Always remember, my boy,
Solomon did not ask for cleverness, he
asked for wisdom ™. There is a vast
difference between the dandy intel-
lectualism of some of the reporters on
ncwspapers’ approach to this problem
and the wise approach that we have just
heard in this maiden speech. Let us
anchor that down. What else does the
noble Earl ask for. He says on a world-
wide scale and that there is necd for inter-
governmental study. I will add to it
from the other sidc of the House that the
expense would be so small that we should
not neglect this.

Anybody who knows something about
laser beams—and I saw in a laboratory
in Switzerland for the first time the effect
of a laser beam—knows it would be quite
possible to throw on to that table now
an identified or unidentified object that
would look ~palpable, like Macbeth’s
dagger. Your Lordships remember the
famous dagger scene:

“Is this a dagger I sce before me

The handle toward my hand?. ..

In form as palpable

As this which now I draw .

We could with a laser beam throw a
dagger that would look as palpable on
to that table. There may be an under-
standing of the power of the laser and its
effect existing in some kind of technology
that is beyond the dimension in which we
can work. We have been looking in
mathematics for the fifth and even the
sixth dimension.

I had better pick up my notes, lest we
be here a long time. Noble Lords need
not worry; so much has been quoted that
it saves me a lot of quotation. I want to
ask the 64,000 dollar question. Do noble
Lords believe in angels? The answer
from some will be, Yes, and yet they have
never seen one. We are asking you to
believe in the phenomena of flying
saucers, seen by now by, I should think,
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probably millions, at any rate hwndreds
of thousands, without cxaggeration. If
we are studying hagiography—and [ had

etter be caraful—which 1s the history of
the saints, if I came off my Welsh moun-
tains and came down as a little boy of 12
and said T had seen the Virgin Mary
springing out of a rock, some devout
religious people would believe me; but if
I said I had seen a flying saucer they would
not believe me. What is the difference?
It is a question that has to be asked; it is
a philosophical question that has to be
asked, when intellectuality, in its pompous
way in its Sunday newspaper articles, is
dealing in print with mysteries that
Shakespeare described—to misquote him:
“ There is more in heaven and earth than
is thought of in man’s philosophy .

So this deserves not being pushed aside.
Mark you, my Lords, I was told today
outside those doors that an ambassador of
8 ft. 6ins. with green feet and webbed
feet as well had asked whether he could
park his flying saucer in our car park,
according to some of the telephones that
have been ringing here today, because
some people have treated the whole matter
as a joke. I would, therefore, suggest
to them that they read H. G. Wells’ Final
Essay. They can read it in half an hour.
It is slim, it is cogent, it is succinct. He
says the human mind is at the end of its
tether. '

There is a queerness in the cosmclogy
of the world in which we are now living.
Was Wells right? We certainly see man-
kind acting queer when petrol is short.
He is snarling and worse than any being
from outer space. The anthropological
arrogance of 20th century man in his
tinpot motor-cars riding through the
streets of the lovely spaceship we call the
world is hartbreaking. He has learnt
nothing from his two wars; and if we had
another, God help mankind, in view of the
way that he has shown his greed, selfish-
ness and tendency to panic as never before
since the days of the Crusades. The
greatest delusion in the history of man was
the delusion of the Crusades. But men
went on them after the days of Peter the
Hermit with a fiery and fierce belief in
what they were doing.

The noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, is an
expert who has been written about.
In fact, he dropped everything else to
write about this matter, His seven books
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have been translated into many languages
and I congratulate him. He hus done a
job of work and I hope that the debate
initiated by the noble Earl will receive
some attention. People tend to scoff,
but it is only a few days ago that we were
sitting at the piano, playing and krocking
out—not with the brilliance of a top
pianist—* We three kings of Orient are ™.
What did they follow? They followed a
star. What was that star? We have had
an intellectual analysis of why after the
Crucifixion darkness spread over the
earth. The noble Lord, Lord Trefgarnc—
who has piloted from one side of tiwe ocean
totheother—made intellectual assumptions
about earthquakes and eclipses. We are
not completely sure how to explain
eclipses or earthquakes, but we have a
kind of Kepler mathematics that times
things rather nicely. It is not quite
enough to explain the earthquakes. It
does not mean that the mystery of the
UFOs is something that can be brushed
aside, and it is an anthropological arro-

Good heavens, I have been speaking for
nine minutes! My Lords, do not worry,
I shall be about another five. The House
has heard a number of laudable people
quoted. Ordinary little people have
sometimes been laughed at, especially
those concerned in the famous sighting
at Pascagoula in Mississippi when one
little fellow fainted when he saw a chap
with one leg jumping towards kim with a
wizened and wrinkled face, with pointed
ears, crab claws for hands, slits for eyes
and holes beneath his nostrils-—they would
not be nostrils without holes, at least 1
should hope so! We shall not develop
fantastic descriptions like that. We shall
not go into those realms. But we must
say that there are many people who have
said that they have experienced thesc
phenomena. :

I agree that the New Zealand incident
has reawakened man’s interest and as

the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, said, .

they were not clear pictures. However,
1 attended a scientific lecture in this noble
building not so long ago, given by some-
one who believed faithfully in the Loch
Ness monster. He showed us masses of
films. He was a scientist and he swore
that the Loch Ness monster existed.
There is just as much case for the existence
of flying saucers. We know that they
exist. All we are saying is that they are
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[Lord Davies of Leek.]
vnidentified. They may be terrestrial or
celestial. We are asking Governments to
find an answer and that is all that this
debate is about. There is no magic, we
have nothing up our sleeves, but let the
world know what is going on.

This renewed interest poses many
problems and there are many research
organisations which are looking into the
matter and which know that they exist,
but I shall not bore the House by going
into them now. Let us ask a couple of
questions. How can a flying saucer fly
faster than sound and not create a super-
sonic boom? What is it? Secondly,
have we the right to assume that we alone
are in the universe? Thisantiiropomorphic
view of God that some people have built
up does not build for the spirit and does
not, I think, build for true holiness. It
does not build up for real Christian spirit
if it is followed too fully. Therefore, 1
should say that we have no right to
assume that we are the only intelligent
beings in the universe. Is the earth the
only planet populated by intelligent
technological life? 1 do not know and
I do not suppose that we shall be able to
find an answer yet. If in a year of Queen
Elizabeth I had said to someone in
London that I could show him a picture
of Philip of Spain in Madrid on a piece
of glass in his room, I would probably
have been burnt at the stake as a wizard,
or as a witch if I were a woman. However,
we can do that today. We have broken
through. We have the miracle on earth
of television, even from the moon.

Are there flying saucers? Can these
objects be explained? There are two
basic facts. First, the scientific examina-
tion .of the probability. That is due to
mankind and Governments should look
into it. The second aspect is to fathom
the possibilities of the existence of this
phenomena. Astronomers are now in-
creasing their search for extra-territorial
radio signals, but so far—despite what the
noble Earl, Lord Kimberiey, has said—
none has really or truly been discovered.
The billions of stars in the galaxy make
the problem at present too much for us.

Then there is the question of speed.
In a light year a ray of light travels
6 trillion miles, but we do not want to
go into that. The question of relativity

o%
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bstandard of mathematics.
{ know that Einstcin believed that electro
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is interesting. I am not qualified to
argue about it: I never reached that
However, |

magnetic waves have no mass and are
therefore not affected by his theory.
However, he said that as an object—if
it has mass—approaches the speed of
light, its mass becomes infinite. That
might explain the biack holes about which
we talk. We are talking of mysteries
that we never knew anything about.

For a couple of generations now
thousands of magazines and so on have
reported these sightings. We want to
know whether these objects that are
unidentified deserve real research in
depth. Whether or not it is true, only
our prejudices can decide, and it becomes
more difficult to listen to such weird
experiences from apparently honest, sane
and unsclf-seeking men who place their
findings before papers and Governments.
Are we right to call these men liars,
hallucinators or sensationalists? If one
human being out cf the tens of thousands
who allege to have seen these phenomena
is telling the truth, then there is a dire
need for us to look into the matter.
Those who believe in psychic phenomena
or spiritualism and those who believe
in the synchronicity of ghosts—as they try
to explain them—should not scofl at the
possibility of these unidentified objects.
We know. that poltergeists exist; we know
about their activities. Therefore, do not
be so ready to scoff at UFOs when, in
another moment if I catch you talking, you
will agree with me that poltergeists exist.
This is a serious Debate. It deserves
study and understanding.

8.30 p.m.

The Lord Bishop of NORWICH: My
Lords, I count it a privilege to follow the
noble Viscount, Lord Oxfuird, and to link
inyself with the words of the noble Lord,
Lord Davies of Leek, in congratulating the
10ble Viscouirt on his maiden speech. At
the beginning of his speech I jotted down
that I shculd like to thank him for his
“ down-to-earth remarks”, but when he
got right out to A Centauri I realised that
that phrase was of no use anyway. How-
ever, we congratulate him and look for-
ward to hearing his voice again and often.

I am glad to be able to follow—without
of course the Welsh fire or fervour—what

o AP A

st B e e

PRSI

et Kt e

1260 -

' the noble I

{ have a lis
that is wi
says. [ a
noble Earl
“To call
sightings an
unidentified
is a prope
have brou
open and
opportuni

tis rigl
scientific
objects,
curiocsity,
noble Ea
because ¢
reasons o
a time wi
not alway
out the fr
we are toc
a'search v
should b
am not st
to what ¢
says to us
studied, :
to be truc

The in
suggestec
world it ¢
in other
Zecaland -
to havs
Norfolk;
which is:
fair and
has told
I was ta
teday in
was to ri
one of ¢
national
actuales:
spaces s;
whether
this), wi
Norfolk
“importai
say abov

1 thin
firm and
knowle€
wealth
erudite
House,



*'..'1 A
NIory.
ect—1if
=4 of
hat
which
~tepies

¥
Uite

s oW
0 have
ant to
At are
rch in
<, only
2COmes
v oweird
5%, sane
ce their
‘nrnents.
m liars,
If one
.ousands
‘nomena
s a dire
matter.
2nomena
» believe
; they try
»ff at the
objects.
we know
2, do not
when, in
king, you
ists exist.
deserves

CH: My
ollow the
id to link
ble Lord,
lating the
ech. At
ted down
n for his
when he
lised that
. How-
Jook for-
nd often.

~without
r—what

1269 B Uridentified -

the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leek said.
I have a little Irish blood in my veins and
that is why I understand everything he
says. I am surz that the requast by the
noble Earl, Lord Clancarty:

*Tq calt attention to the increasing number of
sightings and landing: on a world-wade scale of
unideatiticd flying objects ™
is & preper one. I am most glad that we
have brought £3is whele issee out jnto the
open and have been given the urhurried
opportunity of talking about it tonight.

It is right that we should give a cool and
scientific look at all unidentified flying
objects, not only because of natural
curiosity, not even onlv—as I think the
noble Earl, Lord Kimberley, suggested—
because of national security but also for
reasons of scientific research. There was
a time when leaders in tbe Church were
not always so enthusiastic about pushing
out the frontiers of knowledge as I believe
we are today. [ very much hove that such
a search will continue. Whether or not it
should be an intra-governmental study 1
am not sure. We shall listen with interest
to what the noble Lord, Lord Straboigi,
says to us on that. But that it should be
studied, and seriously studied, I believe
to be true.

The interesting thing is that when a
suggested UFO is seen in one part of the
world it seems to spark off many sightings
in other parts. The fact of the New
Zesland sightings a short time ago seems
to have produced many sightings in
Norfolk; and our Eastern Daily Press—
which is a magnificent daily paper,accurate
fair and always hcipful to the Church—
has told us all about this recently. When
I was talking on television at lunchtime
today in Norwich my immediate reaction
was to ring up the commanding officer of
one of our stations—uand for the sake of
national security I shall not name the
actual establishment lest other cars in other
spaces should be listening to me—to ask
whether (and I am quite serious about
this), when sightings were suggested in
Norfolk last week, one of our particularly
important RAF stations had anything to
say about them.

T think that we should be quite cool,
firm and scicntific and try to extend our
knowledge in this area. But, with the
wealth of scientific, aeronautical and
erudite knowledge in your Lordships’
House, what is a bishop doing moving

[i8 JANUARY 1979 ]
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among the various parts of this chequered
chessboard? 1 felt that T wanted to share
anxieties on a rather narrow level with your
Lordships. First, I believe that UFOs
and the mystery surrounding them today
are hielping to build up a climate of
credulity and, in certain cases, even of
superstition, with-the danger of a sort of
ersatz spirituality almost reacting against
the impersonality of medern civilisation,
but not wholly involved in the total
Chiristian commitent, which is a balanced
commitment. Last summer at our
Lambeth Conference the phrase was used:
* The Church gathers for worship; the Church
scatters for mission »,
These are the two sides of activity: the
Church of God meets to worship God
but the Church of Christ scatters to spread
the good news of the Gospel. My concern
here is that the mystery surrounding
UFOs today—and I think it is helped
by the variety of films and programmes
on the subject—is in danger of producing
a 20th century superstition in our modern
and scientific days which is not unlike
the superstition of past years. That is
my first anxiety. :

. The second is that UFQOs and their
study scem, from my limited research in
this area, to link with a certain religious
subculture which seems to do three
things. It offers a substitute for true,
“catholic religion. T use * catholic ” with
a small ‘ ¢’; I mean the Christian faith in
its widest, but received, sense. Secondly,
I think it draws serious, sincere and often
very chariming people—and young people
too——into a sub-Christian, and I am
afraid sometimes a non-Christian cult,
often contrelled by a dominant leader,
and reproduces something of the gnostic
-1 suppose one wants to help people by
saying ‘‘ g-nostic "—heresies of the tight-
knit, esoteric groups of the first, second
and third centuries. In fact, I believe
that Archbishop William Temple was
right when he said the Church of Christ
was the only society founded for its non-
members to take what it knew of God
and of Christ into the world that others
might know too. . :

[
i
i

I see a certain danger of the linking
of religion with the UFO situation at that
level. Some Christian researchers suggest
that those who become deeply involved
in the religions aspects of the UFO
situation come under a psychic domination

<
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[The Lord Bishop of Norwich.]

which can cause serious distress to them
and to their personal life. That is my
anxiety. I may be wrong, but I put it
forward with some care, having thought
about it and studied it a good deal.
Therefore, my third anxiety—and [ am
sorry to be negative but it is important to
share both the light and the dark sides
—is the danger of the religious aspect of
the UFO situation leading to the obscuring
of basic Christian truths. When all is
said and done, Christ himself is the agent
of God in the creation of the world. I
quote from Colossians:

* Christ is the image of the invisible God, the
first-born of all creation: for in Christ all things
were created in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible—whether thrones or dominions, or

principalities or authorities . . . All things were
created through Him and for Him .

This fascinating chapter in Colossians,
which is perhaps one of the highest levels
of Christological teaching, speaks of
Christ being before all things: * by him
all things consist ”, as the Authorised
Version put it. All things hold together;
He is the great unifying, holding-together
principle of God’s universe.

I say this in this debate recognising the
danger of, as it were, preaching a sermon.
However, T do not think that is true in this
case because the very subject we are
debating is helping to widen our horizons
—and the noble Viscount, Lord Oxfuird,
stressed this point of looking far out in
his maiden speech. I believe that Christ
has not only a terrestial, not only a cosmic
significance but literally a galactic signi-
ficance. I believe that He is God’s vice-
regent concerning His great creative
world. It is good that our minds and
eyes should be stretched further out
because I do not believe that at any point
of the universe we get beyond the hand
of God. Therefore, it helps us to under-
stand the majesty of the Godhead when
we begin to stretch our minds to reach out
to the far corners of creation.

Lord TREFGARNE: My Lords, will
the right reverend Prelate allow me to
intervene? Is he actually offering eccle-
siastical authority for the existence of
another race of people in another uni-
verse? Is he saying that the existence of
UFOs, together with their inhabitants
such as are so often described to us, is
compatible with Christian faith?

a¥%
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The Lord BISHOP of NORWICH:
My Lords, I thank the noble Lord, Lorg
Tregfarne, for his interjection because it
shows that he must have been listening
carefully, because the next thing on m
notes is, **Say something about Lord
Trefgarne’s remarks . However, there
are about 20 seconds to go before [ get
to the noble Lord. Perhaps in the mean-
time he can have a glass of water from
Lord Davies of Leek, or something, but [
am almost with the noble Lord. I am glad
for that interjection because I obviously
was not getting right what I was trying to
say. I believe that all the far corners of
the creative world, right out further than
we can ever see or even know by radio, are
within the plan of the Creator. I believe
they are within the majestic purposes of
God. 1 believe that Christ, as Creator
under the Godhead, is concerned with it
all,

Now may I come to the noble Lord’s
particular question a few mintues ago.
His question went something like this:
*“ Do we believe in the existence of another
race? Is it possible that there is another
race further affeld? ” T must say that I do
not know. I believe there is a place for
reverent Christian agnosticism concerning
what is not revealed to us in scripture and
by our Lord. Having said that, T believe
that God may have other plans for other
worlds, but I believe that God’s plan for
this world is Jesus. That at least is how I
view the question. The emphasis in
scripture is most interesting on the fact
that there never seems a point beyond
the revelation of scripture where there is
not God. .

I quote, if T may follow Lord Trefgarne
once more before finishing what I had to
say, from the most majectic opening letter
to the Hebrews.

*In these last days, God has spoken to us by

his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all
things, by whom also he made the worlds, He
reflects the glory of God. He bears the stamp of
his nature, upholding the universe by his word
of power ”.
My point is that the danger of getting the
UFO thing linked with the religious thing
is that it obscures the fact that Christ is the
image of the invisible God, and that all
God’s purposes and plans for humanity
are in and through his Son, our Lord.

This is not popular. This is not agreed
by dozens of people. Plenty of people
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think that Christians make a proud and
exclusive claim whea they ¢aim the words
of our L.ord,

< All power is given unto e in Heaven and in
Earth .
But this is part of the belief of a Christian
which he has to put humbly and lovingly,
and in the light of seeking to serve people.
In the incarnation of our Blessed Lord he
clearly revealed to us the mind of the
Godhead, and we should be careful in our
! study of the UFOs in a religious context
iy because I believe that the Gospel of Christ,
T and his death upon the Cross for the
salvation of sinners, can never be by-passed

than by other forms of religious expression
. are which may be esoteric, may be unusual,
fieve and may appear to come to us in unusual
of ways. For that reason thereforc I am
tor happy that we should make a cool, clear,
th it careful study of the whole UFO situation,

but let it not be at the price of the obscuring
of the fullness of the Christian faith and

rd’s . )
190, its power to transform lives.
his:
ther Viscount BARRINGTON: My Lords,
ther before the right reverend Prelate sits
. do down, may I ask one question? Although
for I agreed with much of what he said, I
ing did not entirely understand, when he
nd was telling us that one should not study
cve UFOs in a religious context, whether that
her meant that one should not study music,
for art or other things that we all have, good,
w i bad and indifferent, in a religious con-
in text. If it means that we must not
et worship them, then I would be entirely
nd in agreement, as a professing Christian.
is We must not worship art, architecture,
or music. But when he tells us not to
study them in a religious context, I am
ae not clear whether I will be doing so or
to " not.
er
) The Lord Bishop of NORWICH:
9,3’ My Lords, will the House give me per-
Ie mission to seck to answer that in a
of sentence? Just as it is important that
! the boys and girls in our schools today
should know some basic facts about the
e great world religions, T still believe that
2z it is essential that in a so-called and named
¢ Christian country our boys and girls
il should have the opportunity of knowing
v the great facts of the Christian faith. I
am simply suggesting that. if, in fact,
people seeking for religious experience
4 bypass the revelation of GodFin Christ
= and revealed in scripture, then they may
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get into difficuities which will hurt and
narm them. It is simply the obscuring
of the Gospel that is my concern.

8.36 p.m. _

Lord GLADWYN: My Lords, I must
begin with an apology. Bcefore I knew
that the debate was to start so late I
entered into an obligation for this evening
from which 1 find it diflicult to escape.
Therefore, 1 may be unable to stay the
course. One happy thing about UFOs is
that they bave nothing whatever to do
with Party politics! Another is that they
take one’s mind off the absolutely frightful
everyday events. Besides that, no theory
as regards them can possibly be laughed
out of court, nor need angels in respect
of them fear to tread! 1 am sure that
the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leek,
would agree.

Though many alleged sightings are of
identifiable objects of terrestrial origin,
such as disintegrating satellites, balloons
or meteors, or even some sort of reflection,
others are of things which, on the face of
it, cannot be accounted for in this way.
The evidence of this is obviously too
circumstantial to be disregarded. The
evidence produced by the noble Earl,
Lord Clancarty, and my noble friend
Lord Kimberley, is obviously too circum-
stantial. You cannot disregard that.
These things almost certainly do exist.
It is difficult to say that they do not
exist. Therefore, unlike the noble Lord,
Lord Trefgarne, I do not contest their
existence.

Some objects may be of terrestrial
origin, but equally some may not. What-
ever their origin, it has certainly not as
yet been proved that they contain, or-are
controlled by, sentient beings of any sort.
Still less has it been demonstrated that
such sentient beings come from another
planet, of which we are told there are
many millions. in the universe and no
doubt many thousands on which con-
ditions may well be similar to those on
earth. It is conceivable, therefore, that
UFOs come from another world; but that,
to say the least, is not certain or, let us
say, is not yet certain. Let us therefore
for a moment examine the terrestrial
and the non-terrestrial hypotheses.

If these objects are terrestrial, they
come somewhere from our world, then
they may conceivably be attributable to
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[Lord Gladwyn.]
some condition of the atmosphere, or
upper atmosphere, unknown to us, pro-
ducing elactrical or similar phenomena

which no doubt interfere with compasses, |

and for some reason dart about the sky,
sometimes even coming to earth. The
dificulty about suchk an explanation is
that they never seem to come into actual
confact with aircraft, or any other air-
borne objects. Even if collisions have
sometimes becn suspected, they have not
been proved to have occurrad. Nor,
apparently, do they ever crash into
anything important on the ground. When
they are alleged to have been seen on the
ground it is always, incidentzlly, away
from houses. I suppose it is conceivable
that they may be canable of passing right
through physical objects, their mindless
trajectory being therefore harmless, and
dictated by some unknown physical cause,
and their apparent presence e the ground
being due to some local conditions on the
surface. All I say is that this is a con-
ceivable hypothesis. In any case, the
fact that their occasional presence is so far
inexplicable does not in itself invalidate
the terrestrial hypothesis. There are, as
the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leek,
gaid, more things in Heaven than are
dreamt of in our philosophy.

One terrestrial possibility at least can
be discarded, that which aitributes them
to some Soviet activity in Ceniral Asia,
in some way hearalding World War I
This hypothesis was current, as I remember
well, in America at the time of the Korean
war, when I was in New York., Indeed,
it was responsible for, as far as 1 know,
the cnly known joke ever perpetraied by
a Soviet functionary, namely Mr.
Gromyko, who when asked what he
thought about flying saucers said, “ Some
people say these obijects are due to the
excessive consumption in the United
States of Scotch whisky. 1 say that is
not so. They are due to the activities of
a Soviet athlete, a discus thrower, in
Eastern Siberia, practising for the Glympic
Games and quite unconscious of his
strength.”

If these objects are not terrestrial,
then admittedly, always supposing they
exist and are not mere illusions, they
must be of some non-terresirial crigin.
We can, I thirk, discard the possibility
that they come from any of the other
planets, as was said by the noble Viscount,

-t
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Lord Oxfuird, whose maiden speech we
so much appreciated; I hope we shalj
hear from him again shorily. Venus is
i too hot, Aars is a lifeless wilderness,
and conditions on the others are extremely
unlikely to be compatible with any form
of life.

Thus, from whence do they come?
They can cnly come from a planet in
some other starry system, of which the
nearest, as the noble Viscount said, is
the star Proxima Centauri, which is 43
light vyears away. Always supposing,
therefore, that UFOs are manned by
sentient beings who travel at the speed
of light—and if you travel at 186,000
miles a second, how do you slow down
on approaching the earth ? {(how wonderful
to imagine!)—these creatures must have
been cooped up in their small machines
for no less than 45 terrestrial years before
appearing in cur aimosphere. One can
perhaps imagine that they may somehow
have been abie to escape from time and
consequently not need any sustenance or
sleep, but it is difficult, even on that
hypothesis, to believe their machines are
somechow time-exempt and can conse-
quently contain enough propellant to
keep them steady on their millennary way,

If a UFO was launched near Proxima
Centauri and proceeded at the rate at
which astronauts go to the moon, it
would take, I am reliably informed, not
100,600 years but morc like 900,0G0 years
before it reached the earth. In which
case, it is indisputable that any non-terres-
trial UFO now sighted over New Zealand
or anywhere else must have started on
its journey something like a million
years ago. In other words, since after all
the human race lives within time, it must
have left long before any kind of re-
cognisable human society existed here
below, ‘

It is, however, also indisputable that
UFOs have been observed for many
hundreds of vears in Europe, China and
elsewhere. There are records of mediaeval
monks seeing cigar-like objects in the
heavens; and indeed it is quite possible
that such sightings have been observed
during the last few thousand years.
There may be more sightings now sunply
because we have better facilities for
observing them. If so, what conclusion
must we draw as regards the whole non-
terrestrial hypothesis? Tt is simply that
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hc:'e sentient and obviovely highly in-
‘gent  beings from  another planet,
5 ‘ch th’V b at the end of an inter-
minable }ourr-ey arc content simply to
}mur about our atimosphere and not
attempt a landing, or at least a landing
of which we have any uncontrovertible
evidence.

What could be the point of such
strange proceedings? These seniient and
cbviously intelligent beings munst have
picked up enough informetion to concinde
that a serious landing z‘s feasible or, if
not feasible, then to abandon the whole
idea. Perhaps they r*m} evenl In scree
mysterious way have been able to masicr
our language and penetrate our thouvghts,
I think it was my noble fricnd ILord
Kimberley who s2id that conceivatly they
were under som:e sort of thought control
from a planet in the ncz’ghbour‘nood of
Proxima Centauri. 1f that is so end it is
simply a question of thought control, then
it comes down apparently to a sort of
cosmic joke being piayed by these sentient
beings from 41 hg._t vears away on the
unfortunate inhabitanis of thus globe; they
are a sort of hallucination in that they
induce us by thought control to believe in
thera. 1t is a conceivable theory but 1 do
not think it is a tenable cone,

There are, it is true, these who believe
that major landings from outer space have
taken place in the past resuiting in the
inauguration of a new ere, ‘7emgs who
then apparently withdrew after leaving
behind some kind of representative, nre-
sumably to see how it would all work out;
that is, the new civilisation which they had
brought down to thisworld. In Colombia
and Peru there are, I uuderstand, strange
markings on the glcvnd thought to have
been utilized by scme scrt of space ships,
together with traditions of an other-wordly
father of the race, notably of the Inca race,
who came down from the sky. In fact,
such traditions are fairly widespread in
the world, although of course there is no
proof that such father figures cver really
descended from the sky

The nearest one in time to our own era
—1 quote this only to draw attention to the
lengths to which this kind of belief can go
—is the theory, quite popular T believe in
Russia, that Christ wes a cosmonaut, the
star of Bethlcncm being a large UTO from
which, to the amuzement of the shepherds,
cm&rged ““ the Heavealy Host”” who left

[18 JANUARY 19791
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the bale in the manger, to the great berefit
of ail wmankind, and then denarted whence
they camne. Youcon bolieve suc‘nl:erct.&l
imaginines if vou willl and perraps  yeu
believe in the divine origin of Clhusstand ids
teachings it would not matter very yruch
if you ndj that, in my view, rather non-
sensical belief.  And you can certainly
believe, if you want, that UFOs contain
people from another wm‘ld which i
watching us and whese intentions ar
benevolent and perhzos acsmn% to sav
our distracted planet from the hiorrors ¢
another war by somehow disposing of the
wicked and trus inaugurating a new era
Believe that if you like.

S
(34
(53
N8
b}

I am afraid, kowever, that &ll such
imaginings are due chiefly to the dis-
content with the present human condition
and ro an unconscious desire to escape
from the heriors or potential horrors of
our earthly life. Vhen we belicved that
if we were cood we would, when we died,
go to Heoven, there was no inclination to
go to some new world vear Andromeda;
and whetlier another woild other than
Heaven itself was waiching us did not
worry us overmuch. Presumably, it was
the angels.

The more over-populated our planet
becomes, the greater the violence and the
more appalling the wars, the imore,
unconscicusly perhaps, we want to leave
it if we can or trust in other worldly inter-
vention; and. the more intense therefore
the longing, the greater the iemptation
to believe that there actually is somewhere
else to which we can physically go or to
which we can somehow make an appeal.
It was a great disappointment when the
moon was discovered to be 2 mass of
grey plasticine, that Mars was even more
unpleasant than the middle of the Sahara
and that Venus was the nearest thmg
to Hell.

What is the moral? I agree with the
right reverend Prelate, who said so
eloquently—we are indebted to him for
his intervention—that perhaps the moral
is that we had better not put our trust
in saucers for salvation but, rather, con-
centrate on how best to conduct our-
selves here below so as to live in charity
with our neighbours and eventually die
in peace. If the UFQs contaip sentient
beings, we can only leave it to such being

to get in touch with us when, and if, they

will. Up to now, if they exist, they have
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[Lord Gladwyn.]
done no harm of any kind. Apparently
they have done no harm for the iast two
or three thousand years. So there seems
to be no great nead to set up intra-
governmental machinery to investigate
the whole phenomena. The mystery may
suitably remain a mystery, and so far as
I can see nobody will be in any way the
worse off if it does.

8.50 p.m.

Lord KINGS NORTON: My Lords,
1 should like to add my thanks to those
which the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty,
has already received for opening the debate
in such an extremely interesting way. I
found my imagination boggling a little
at some of the things he told us. Never-
theless, I feel that it is of immense value
that this matter has been brought out into
the open by the debate in the House, and
I hope that as a result of it there will be
some progress in the understanding of what
1S an extremely serious matter. 1 feel
that we must be careful about our
terminclogy in discussing the UFO prob-

lem, and'I believe that I shall make clear -

in the course of my remarks what I mean
by that. For example, in the past few
days, since it was known to my friends
that I was to take part in the debate, I
have had over and over again the question:
Do you believe in UFOs? I must say
that I think that is rather a silly question,
because if T saw something in the sky
which neither I, nor whoever happened
to be with me, could identify—1I have not,
but let us suppose that I did—then I
should have seen an unidéntified flying
object, a UFO. I do noi have to believe
in it. I should believe merely that I had
seen it--something that I could not
explain; and I believe that many people
are in that position. .

It has been said more than once this
evening that this is no new phenomenon,

I think that the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, .

dated it back to about 1300 BC. Whether
my researches have taken me further back,
I am not quite sure. However, 1 am sure
that your Lordships will be as familiar
as I am with the 10th Chapter of the
Bock of the Prophet Ezekiel. He certainly
saw something very unfamilar in the
firmament, and it certainly could be called
a UFO. [t was very different from the
modern ones. It appears to have been
coal-fired, to have been stabilised by

s&

gyroscopes, and crewed by cherubim; and
it was a model which has not, so far as |
know, been developed. There have beey
a good many sightings probably before
Ezekiel, and certainly there have beay
many thousands since, and T fear that there
has grown up a belief in many minds that
if an object in the skies is unidentifiable,
it must be from outer space; and this is
quite unwarranted.

I think that it is worthwhile once again
to consider the possibilities. I know that
this has been done once or twice this
evening, but it is part of my argument. |
should say that there are possibly two
kinds of objects to be seen in the skies:
those of terrestrial origin, and those of
extra-terrestrial origin. Typical of the
first kind are man-made flying machines,
satellites and rockets, and the like.
Identifiable objects of the second kind are
meteorites and phenomena such as the
Northern Lights.

I am sure that many—and perhaps
most—of the sightings recorded and
reported are terrestrial in origin: aero-
planes with navigation lights glowing at
night; satellite launching rockets burning
up on re-entry; remotely piloted vehicles,
now beginning to be called RPVs; up on
trial flights; weather balloons; trick
reflections of light. In the extra-terrestrial
class I am afraid that T cannot think of
anything other than meteorites, Northern
Lights and ball lightning, but there are
probably other well known physical
phenomena within the knowledge of
astronomers and meteorologists,

I feel, however, that some of the
reports we have had—and we can for the
time being leave out Fzekiel—are not
readily explained in terms of any of the
possibilities which I have mentioned, The
New Zealand phenomena are worth much
more investigation than they have yet
had, but so far, in so far as I have been able
to understand what has been reported,
they do not appear to be explicable in
terms of any of the suggestions which I
have so far made. That seems to go for the
quite extraordinary widespread sightings
recently in Italy, where hundreds of people
as reasonble as you and 1, my Lords, seem
to have seen quite inexplicable things in
the sky. It would be worthwhile trying to
explain them, and if there are people who
know what they are, they ought to tell us.
The high probability in my mind is that
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they are terrestrial in orizin, and the only
extra-terrestrial possibilities do not seem
to be feasible because of the very eccentric
paths which the objects, or fights, which
were seen seem to have taken. But if they
are terrestrial phenomena, we ocught to be
able to identify them.

1 belicve that any dispassionate investi-
gation, such as [ understand the noble
Earl, Lord Clancarty, would wish to have,
could not ignore the possibility of the
phenomena having their origins outside
the earth and perhaps outside the solar
system. Just as meteorites are chance
material projectiles originating in the solar
system, may there not be random matter
of a diflerent character—perhaps a
luminous but insubstantial character—
that in certain circumstances becomes
visible and attracted to our area? I
certainly should be readier to accept some
explanation in terms of what I might call
the atsronomical phencmena than ships
from outer space. It would, 1 suppose,
be foolish to deny that possibility, but as
an explanation of phenomena—and I
think that the noble Lord, Lord Gladwyn,
exposed this—it is surely a very long shot
indeed.

If we are to conduct any dispassionate
inquiry—and I think that we should—we
must listen to the proponents of what one
might call the Star Trek view. It can
be argued, not unreasonably, that we in
our humble way are probing nearby solar
space with our Venus and Jupiter and other
vehicular probes. We have ventured on to
the Moon. Is it not presumptuous, the
argument goes, to suppose that elsewhere
in space creatures more advanced than us
are probing into our space, probing with
means now occasionally visible to us,
using their own RPVs, controlled from
stations light years away, rather on the
lines which the noble Earl, Lord Kimberley,
mentioned? It is a possibility which we
must be prepared to consider. It is a
possibility, though not many of us, I feel,
would call it a probability.

But if we do have a study of UFOs,
as the noble Earl desires, we could not
exclude the possibility of extra-terrestrial
intelligences from our counsideration. This
quotation has been given twice this
evening, as well as a dozen times outside
this House in this connection, but,

[ 18 JANUARY 1979 ]
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Hamlet said,

“ than are dreamt of in your philosophy ™.

And Heaven, my Lords, has always
offered us more possibilities than earth.
Although I remain sceptical of intelligent
invasion from outer space, 1 recall the
dictum of the late Mr. Sherlock Holmes
when he was investigating the curious
matter of the Sign of Four:

“When you have eliminated the impessible,
whatever remains, however improbable, must be
the truth ™.

The desirability of getting rational and
acceptable explanations for the odd
phenomena which are being reported
—even if, like some other para-normal
phenomena, they are subjective-—in my
opinion is not, or should not be, merely
to satisfy our curiosity. Here I am
coming from rather a different angle to
something which was discussed in greater
depth by the right vevercnd Prelate the
Bishop of Norwich.

There is a social danger, in my view,
in leaving people in ignorance of the
origins of these phenomena. 1 have
recently learned from a number of
sources that there bave grown up, in
North America particularly, many groups
and cults whose attitudes are based on
beliefs that UFOs are influential outer-
spatial manifestations interested in this
earth. In some cases these groups are
looking to outer space for Man’s salvation.
If this is right, it is rather disturbing.

1 find, too, that in this country there
are groups interested, other than purely
scientifically, in the UFO phenomena.
1 had a letter-—and I think that other
noble Lords may have had the same letter
——earlier this week from an ecumenical
Christian group which believes, among
other things, that UFOs menace the
spiritual health of the nation; that they
are anti-Christian and that information
exists about them which is being withheld.
It seems to me that this association of
UFOs with mysticism and religion makes
explanation of the true origins of the
phenomena a matter of great importance
and of some urgency. The sooner that
each reported sighting or landing is
satisfactorily explained, the better. It
is no good just laughing them off or trying
to laugh them off; we must seek the truth
and tell it.

My Lords, T remain sceptical, perhaps

“ There are more things in Heaven and Earth,
Horatio ™,

more sceptical than anyone who has
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spoken this cvening except the noble
Lord, Lord Trefgarne, 1 remain sceptical
of the more bizarre extra-teriestrial ex-
planations, [ remaijn more than scentical,
indeed, incredulous, of wiat the noble
Earl in &kis Afotion called « landings ™,
but I support him wicleheartadiy in his
wish for a serious Inquiry, | Lope that
the Government will teke steps to put
such an Inquiry in hapd. Finally, 1
ceme back to the matter of terminology,
In his Motion, the noble Earl called for
“an intra-governmenta] study ”,  The
noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, and, I think,
the noble Lord, Lord Gladwyn, took
this to be an inter-governmental study.
But “intra” means ° within ”, 1 was
puzzled by the yse of the prefix, but that
is what it means and presumably what
the noble Earl meant. But why a study
within the Govern ment?  I'would support
the idea of 4 Governmcnt-suppo:ted
open investigation by a carefully chosen
group of scientists and technologists with
some funds at their disposal; but a study
within Government vould sezem to smack
of a secret probe, which would be no
good at ali,

I have no objection to a House of
Lords study  group, but they  could
searcely perform in the way that a public

[LORDS }
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| far with Iittle enough results except t,
; wonder why the bounds of natural phvsics
I Seem o be broken op all sides, Most
Western Governmrents say that UFQ; ds
not s, but 1 oihink Sat the French
Llinister of Deience, M. Robert Gelley, in
February, 1974, said that they do; that his
Government takes them sericusly and thay
they have been studied sceretly by a specig)
/ department for over 20 years. Indeed,
France leads tle woild in UFO rescarch,
It has followed up sightings with pelice
Sdres, scientists and scholars and, since
1950, the Deuxigne Bureau of the Army.

Oddly, in that same year, a remarkable
feport came from *-‘arming!ou, New
Mexico, on 18th March, when the Iithabi-
tants of that town were treated to a disn
of lying ssucers that literally flied the sky
above them, Every imnortant American
newsparer told the story.  With fey
exceptions, the entire township of 3,000
people, including the Mayor, newspaper-
men and members of the H izhway Patrol,
breath!cssly watched an air show to end
them all, a fantastio air circus. Countless
Saucers performed aerial acrobatics at
speeds of 1,000 m.p.i. showing incredible
handling, acute control in split-second
timing by thejr ability to avoid collisions,

My Lords, thet was hardly a weather

organisation supported, say, by the learned | bzllon convention.

societies and the engincering institutions
could perform. Ji js something of that
kind that T shou!d like to see trought into
teing under Government or with Goverp- |
ment suppori: a group of dispassionate
people with the power, the moncy and
staff on a modest scale to investigate,
Perhaps in his reply later this evening
the noble Lord, ILord. Strabolgi, wil]
comment on the suggestion,

9.4 p.m.

Lord RANKEILLOUR: My Lords,
first, T must thank the aghle Earl, Lord
Clancarty, for this debate, the subject of
which hes long needed an ciring; and,
althcugh  the nokle Viscount, Lord
Oxfuird, is not in his seat, nevertheless I
conaratulzte him on his speecn.  The
UFO saga is deep and complex and there
are no knswa exverts to keep us up to date
with everything to do with it including its
mechanics, However, scientists tirrough-
oat the werld have been drawn into an
ever-increasing discussicn as o what
UFOs ate and where they come from, so

=¥

Is it not curious that we of the 20th cen-
tury, with a vagt knov.r'led.ge of scicnce
behind ye, should be blind to further
wonders in  the skies  above? Men
threuchout the worid have been branded as
mad or mistaken when they have reported
having seen Strange sights in the heavens,
Maiy men have secn these sights and have
not been mistaken, Who are we to doubt
their word? Wheo are Governments that
dare to ridicule the honest? Not long
ago the Loch Ness monster was regarded
as a fable, but now our leading naturalist
says that it (or they, possibly) probably
exists. Why, then, should unidentified
flying objects be any harder to believe,
especially as they have been seen far more

frequently 2 My Logds, of course they
exist. Only a few weeks ago g Palermo
policeman photogranhed one, and four
Italian Navy officers zboard a light patrol
boat in the Adriztic, in the eatly hours of
the merning, saw g 30Q-yard long fiery
craft rising from the sea and dise;ppe&ring

)

ingo the sky.  Odd, strange, frigntening,
but apparently quite trye, Indeed, why

F
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should these wen of law enforcement and |
dafence lie? ©f e nrse, the ‘.' uxd not lis,
Why shiouid ,' ecially s in thi
their sighting vwus d un u\/ men f‘x'om
a Pcarl'\ radar M WHO SAW it 100,

Each year there ar: many sightings of |

UFOs througnout the world, Some of
them are very close at hand, while others
are not, but always the efiees upon those
who se¢ them is one of concern; and yet
this very point is ignoc:d and ridiculed
by most Governmcents right arcund the
globe. In the Uniied ilngdem’s case,
those who report seeing UF©Os are taken
to be misinformed, misguided and rather
below par in intelligznce. I this is so,
why has some of my information on this
subject been given to me by the
Ministry of Technology? Why should
this Ministry wasts 1is time gathering
false information? Cf coursc, it i5 not
false information: it is data reporied by
civit and Air Forze pilots, policemen,
sailors and members of the general
public who have all had personal cx-
perience which has intrigued and/or
frightened them.

My Lords, what are UrQOs? I do not
know; and nor, zeemingly, do some
Governments: but these machines do exist
in one form or another, abstract or solid,
and they do travel at stuniing speeds
which seem to defy proved natural
physics. Let the United Kingdom be
told by Her Ma 'eqv’" Governmeni the
real details on U¥0s so far as they know
them, for by co'mnu:‘c, silence the position
only becomes worse. Only a few wesks
ago a UFO was seen near Kingussie, in
the Highlands, and a few acres of Ashdown
Forest were burned by another one. Is it
safe to go on ignoring these appearances?
Who is to know where they come from?
But come they have. 1If we accept, then,
that UFOs exist, we must next wonder
bhow they operate. Their motive power
would be of huge help to our transport and
industrial life, for they apparently fly
without wings at varying speeds from
dead-slow to incredible ones, and cven
hover silently. This kind of information
is above price, and therefore we as a
country should make every effort to collec
every scrap of information that we can.
I therefore ask this Government to make
the study of UFOs respectable by sstting
up a bureau that can be approached by all
and sundry without any red tape or
opposition, in an attempt to clear the air.

[ 18 JANUARY 1979]
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i Every sighting and landing must be
theroughly investigated by the burcau,
i1 co-operation with  the pu‘(,u, tie
Royal Air Foree, the vadar people and
the firitish-based UFO mvestigators.

The ncble Lord, Lord Strabolgi, who
is to wied up this debate, is no doubt
sympathetic fo the reasons for these
spezches, for it has become patently
covious to a greai many people that this
subject has got to the “oim when Govern-
me sninl P\planm.a 15 st be forthcoming.
A greater measure of open government is
10’1'» overdue, and brwmn'z the UFO s3aga

sto the realm of rss p‘vctamhty would
'be one way of achieving this, in part.
I suspect that the British Government do
have a Department studyiag UFO sight-
ings, for why else should they bother to zo
to such trouble to publiciy debunk reporra'i
ones if they arc of no interest 1o them?
Qu‘fn apait from the fact that the Govern-

nent hav': not admitted to the existence
of UE3s, these machines are potentiaily
dangerous. They give off blinding light
crippling rays and sometimes beams tnat
immobilise hunans; they start forest fires,
eradicate crops and cause great distress
to animals. If the British population was
aware of this, they could sometimes take
precautions. UFQOs have veen with us
for many generations, so is it not about
tirne that we ofiicially recognised their
existence and treated reports as less of a
kot poiato than hitherte?

Before the noble Earl, Lord Halsbury,
takes rae {o task once again on the subject
of sorniz booms, I have one suggested
answer to the question why these high-
speed UFOs do not produce sonic booms.
It is thought that these craft can produce a
near vacuum envelope around themselves,
which in turn would allow them virtually
unlimited speed because they would thus
be free of nearly all normal resistance,
as they would be {lying within it. Not
being a scientist, I cannot enlarge upon
this explanaticn, but I hope it is of some
assistance to the noble Earl.

9.14 p.m.

Lord GAINFORD: My Lords, first
may I add rmay congratulations to my noble
friend Lord Oxfuird for his brilliant
maiden speech. I hope that we are going
to hear hin many times again because it is
quite obvious from what we have heard
from him this evening that he is going to
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receive every possible éncouragement to
take part in many debates in the future.
My main contribuation to this debate is to
assure the noble Earl, Lord Clancurty, of
any support that I can give. If we are
going to have a study group in your
Lordships’ House I shail be glad to be a
volunteer to take part whenever I have the
opportunity. T also thank him and others
for initiating this debate, and for the
pleasure of having such a refreshin g subject
to discuss in the midst of the present
period of crices and strikes,

I'am the 10th person to speak in this
debate. I have noticed that so far none of
your Lordships have actually reported a
sighting, so here goes! I am going to stick
my neck out, open my big mouth and
trust I am not going to put my foot in it!
I'saw a UFO a little while ago. It was on
31st December about § p.m. Al right,
my Lords, have a good laugh, it was
Hogmanay! Up in Argyll it was a New
Year’s Eve party and somebody said there
was something funny flying across the sky.
Fifteen of us came out to have a look,
including some children. They had been
drinking soft drinks anyway! The object
was like a bright white ball with a touch
of red followed by a white cone. In fact
the whole object had the appearance of 3
small comet. It was heading eastwards
and seemed rather low in the sky, passing
over the hills between Loch Sweyne and
Loch Fyne. The position from which we
viewed it was outside the village of Tay-
vallich in Argylishire on the West coast
of Scotland about the same latitude as
Glasgow.

As the ball disappeared into the distance
it seemed to divide into two parts. It
may have been a comet or a meteorite,
but I should like to know what it really
was. It would have been very beneficial
if there had been some sort of centre to
which [ could write or telephone to report
such an incident. No doubt setting up
such an organisation would be an invita-
tion to pranks, but for starting such a
centre I suggest that volunteers could
readily be found from the ranks of the
former Civil Defence Service and/or the

Royal Observer Corps. The Royal Ob-
server Corps still exists but it has literally,
if not metaphorically, gone underground
where it is preparing to report and advise
on nuclear fallout in the case of war,
But there are many who used to serve it I

o
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l'and who have not yet disappeared from
l’ the scene who could make valuable use
| of their past experience in establishing
! centres in various districts throughout the
couniry-—and I do not suggest that we
start opening up the old observer posts
in the countryside—io receive and analyse
any reported sightings from the public,
| Such people with a sense of responsibility
could, with a Iittle experience, sift the
genuine reports from the false.

|
|

Suggesting that such an organisation
be set up, particularly at times [ike these,
can naturally give rise to a protest about
the waste of public money; but volunteers
who might be willing to work for a few
hours are quite prepared to do it for very
small remuneration, if any at all. T have
mentioned the Civil Defence Service, and
I did not know whether or not I should
declare an interest, but [ was a member of
it during the ’sixties and [ was one of
many who were bitterly disappointed when
it had to go into abeyance. [ recall

- particularly the comradeship and the
sense that we were doing a useful job for
the community, '

If I had the time and opportunity, I
should enjoy volunteering for working
in a UFO information centre, if that
might be a suggested name for the
organisation that would be required. [
shall be interested to hear the summings
up in this debate. I can give no explana-
tion why there should be these phenomena
concentrated within particularly the past
I 32 years as was confirmed by the noble
Earl, Lord Clancarty, and these flying
saucers in the year 1947 when the phrase
was coined; but I would just accentuate
what has been said before and add that
if they are man-made or some astronomical
feature, and provided there is no risk of
any security breach, then the public have
a right to know about them.

9.20 p.m.

The Earl of HALSBURY: My Lords,
in common with everyone else who has
spoken, I should like to thank the noble
Earl, Lord Clancarty, for giving us an
opportunity to have, as it were, a scamper
over the course and exchange views on
this very interesting and controversial
topic. At the same time, I should like
to congratulate the noble Yiscount on
his maiden speech, which was obviously
a very well thought out and well assemble
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set of considerations, which augurs well
for his future in your Lordships’ House,
where 1 know he 15 already welcome.

At the risk of capping the stovies of
the noble Lord, Lord Gainford, 1 should
like to tell your Lordships about some of
the sightings I have seen. 1 will order
them in terms of my curriculum vitae,

eginning at the age of six, when [ saw
an angel. I do not know whether it was
the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leek,
who mentioned angels, or whether it
was the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, or
the noble Earl, Lord Kimberley; but it
is perfectly true that there was my
guardian angel sitting on the edge of my
bed. Naturally, with the imagination of
a child, I clothed this presence in human
form with a large pair of feathery wings.
This presence proceeded to rebuke me for
initiating a practice which it said would
get me into trouble if T persisted in it.
Having remembered the rebuke all my
life and acted upon it, I am not prepared
to deny the reality of the presence that
was there with me. This should be a
sufficient answer to the noble Earl-—I see
1 have put him to flight—who thinks that
if’ scientists come across something they
cannot explain they are afflicted with a
kind of vertigo. On the contrary, we
welcome something we cannot explain
because it is a new phenomenon which, as
it were, stretches our capacities and brings
out something in us.

The next item came along in year two
of World War 1. 1 was about eight years
old, and the next thing that I sighted
were Zeppelins. I used to go out. after
dark into the garden of the house where
we lived and come back reporting the
number of Zeppelins I had seen. What
I had seen, in my interpretation of it, a
Zeppelin—it was a large illuminated
cigar-shaped object. In fact what I was
looking at was the lenticular shape that
the perspective of a searchlight thrown
"on to a cloud-base makes, and I was
interpreting it as a Zeppelin and T was
telling my parents how many Zeppelins
I had seen. '

; The next one is sundogs and this fits
| very closely with what the noble Lord,
Lord Davies of Leek, was saying about
Macbeth’s dagger and the laser holeo-
graphic reconstruction of things which
really are not there. What sort of an
interpretation would somebody who had

HL.8 Q

[18 JANUARY- (972 ]

Flyinz Ohicers - 1250

never read about these or read about them
put upon sundogs? Most people have
not scen them or read about them. |
was fortunate enough to have read about
them and to have known the explanation
before | saw the first.

When you look at a cloud with drops
of water, you arc looking at a diffuse
reflection of the sun but if instcad of
there being drops of water in the cloud
there are drops of ice, and if they were
formed under meteoraiogical conditions
where all the facets of the crystals happen
to be parallel as they fail through a rising
stream so that they are remaining roughly
stationary, the eifcct is of a rather dilute
mirror, if one can so describe it. If the
sun is up there, you see it actually reflected
in this imaginary mirror down through
the cloud, and one does not expect to
see the sun looking down in this direction.
Still less does one cxpect to perceive it
travelling along beside one. Furthermore,
one is not accustomed to focusing one's
eyes on infinity in that particular direction.
The only times it would be appropriate
to do so would be if you were standing
on top of a skyscraper where the vanishing
point would be down here instead of over
there, and it makes you rather dizzy.

Seeing a sky dog is a rather uncanny
sort of phenomenon. You cannot focus
on it properly; it does not seem to be
anywhere in particular. ft is flying along
beside you—and what sort of terms would
a person, who had never seen it before
or read about it, report it in? [ think that
they would be rather bewildered. They
might report it just as a child would
report the vision of an angel as having
human form and feathery wings, So it
might easily be reported as anything that

they had read about.

I now come to the green flash. I was
about 20 and a student, and there was
a controversy in the pages of The Times
and in the correspondence columns of
Nature about the green flash. What is
it? Under certain rather rare atmospheric
conditions, the last glim of the setting
sun suddenly flashes brilliant emerald
green. When I was a student 50 years
ago, this phenomenon- was not really
established. It was possible to have a
controversy as to whether there was
such a phenomenon. People wrote to
The Times saying that they had seen it.
I remember onc man who said that he




Rk

1291 Unidentified
[The Earl of Halsbury.]

[LORDS ]

Flying Objeets 1292
Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords,

had seen it when sitting by the shore off ’ may I ask the noble Farl one question ?
Bombay. [t was eventually photographed : Has he ever seen a mirage?  That is

during the International Geophysical Year, easily explicable, and one can a

the IGY, some years ago.

‘ “ Iso see j;
| easily,

However, before that | Saw it myself ! ; o
in rather odd circumstances, after having ; = The Earl of HALSBURY: Yes, my
read about it. | was bird watching in ! Lords, and one can reproduce 1 mirage
the far North-West of Scotland, by a sea | in the laboratory.  You have a long tray
foch called Loch Glencoul, near a little ;| of sand with bunsen burners underneath

village called Drumbeg, where there is a |

it, and you look at it from one end. It

cliff path. On that cliff path, there is a | {"S quite a reproducible kind of phenomen,
bench for the convenierce of people who | Science deals with material objects—

want to sit down and admire the view.
Another traveller, a visitor to the district,

i things such as atoms and molecules:
| material processes—things such as the

Was sitting upon the bench when | sar | emission and  absoption of radiation;

down and, by a chance coincidence, we |

and material forces—things such as the

were both using the same type of Hensholt i force fields which couple the objects to
binoculars ‘and we got talking about our i the processes. But if things are not

binoculars.  There was a spectacular

| material, then science has nothing to say,

sunset, and when the sun was very low | If you want to know what is the con-

and it was safe to look at it through
‘binoculars, 1 said to my fellow traveller,

“Let us see if we can watch the green

flash. So we trained our bincculars
and this very rare meteorological pheno-
menon actually happened when | had
Jjust said to a fellow bird watcher, ¢ Let
us have a ook to see if jt happens 7,
What would that person have made of it
if T had not been there, just by chance,
to tell him what the green flash was
about?

Lastly, I come to ball lightning. 1
have never seen bal lightning, but the
description one reads of it is so coherent,
so similar in all cases, that one must accept
it as a phenomenon which occurs regularly
in nature, though we cannot reproduce
it in nature and attempts to reproduce it
in the laboratory are, 1o my mind,
unconvincing. There is no theory of it.
It appears to take the form of a football-
shaped mass of glowing gas which hops
around or, if it has a chance, gets on to a
conductor such as the rail in the gallery
here and migrates along the conductor
until it finally disappears with a bang.
It has never been satisfactorily photo-
graphed, to my knowledge. If it has
been, then the photograph must be a
fairly recent oune, and, as I say, it has not
been reproduced. But this, again, should
assure the noble Earl, Lord Kimberley,
that, faced with an unknown phenomenon
which 1 cannot explain, T do not get
vertigo. 1 should be delighted to go
ball lighining watching, as 1 go bird
watching, '

sciousness of g mind, T do not think

j sclence can either answer the question,

on the one hand, or say whether it is a

( proper question, on the other hand,
| Therefore, from the scientific point of

|

i
{
|

|

|

!
!
!
l
!
|
l
|
|
|
1

view, I can deal only with the assumption
that these are material objects, and, if they
are material objects, then, if they travel

at the kind of speeds that are alleged, .
why do they not make supersonic bangs :
when travelling above Mach 1?7 The.

noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leek, made
this point, and the noble Lord, [ord
Rankeiilour, also made it. I should like
to go into the point in a little more depth.

We customarily express the speeds of

i fast moving objects in terms of Mach

numbers. Mach 1 is the speed of sound
appropriate to temperature and pressure
where the sound is being propagated.
In terms of miles per hour, it i1s not a
constant figure, but the advantage of using
it as a parameter is that no matter what the
temperature and pressure may be, Mach 1
is the speed at which the kinetic energy of
a moving object—that is, the power to
pack punch—is equal to its thermal
energy.  This is an unstable condition.
The least disturbance to these unstable
conditions entails the converison of kinetic
energy into thermal energy with a bang, and
this is what is called the shock wave, If
one takes a cross section through a shock
wave, there is a rise in pressure, tempera-
ture and entropy. There is complete
discontinuity. That must happen when a
material object is moving at Mach 1 or
above through any medium.
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The answer to the question put by the

noble Lord, Lord Rankeillour—1 have

not had very loag to think it out because :
he sprung it on me as a bit of a SULPIISC—

is this. I you were to creale a vacuum,
what would happen to the air you had dis-
placed? Would you pull it in in front

and push it out behind? If that is your

means of travelling through the medium.
you are merely moving some air back-

wards at the speed of sound, and it would :

creale a supersonic bang just the same.
Cuostomarily, very often we hear two
bangs because there is 2 bow wave and a
stern wave from the moving okject. Some-
times the baig degenerates into a rumble,
Just as a thunderclap degenerates into a
rumble. Any noble Lords who have been
uncomforiably close to a lightening bolt
are aware that it makes a very pronounced
bang as the spark flies through the air.

- If these are material objects and if they
are moving al the speeds alleged, I cannot
sec them doing other than making a bang,

: so either they are not material objects or

they are not moving at the speeds alleged,
i: In which case the speeds are some kind of

optical illusion. This throws doubt upon
the rest of the reports that we received upon
them.

In this week’s New Scientist, published
today, there is a report from New Zealand,
and I should like to read to your Lordships
a passage from it:

* Classic conditions for false reflections of
radar beams »—
this tunes i very much with what the
noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, said—-

“ existed in the atmosphere over New Zealand on
the nights that the UFOs were spotied at the end
of December, Christchurch meteorologist, Dr.
Neil Cherry, has reported. UFOs were both
spotted on radar and seen by an airline pilot,and a
brilliant light was subsequently filmed by an
airborne TV crew ™.

There is nothing in that report tosuggest
whether the optical sightings and the radar
sightings came from the same point, or on
the same alignment, or at the same time.
We shall have to wait until the details
become available.

I was much impressed by everything
that the right reverend Prelate the Bishop
of Norwich had to say on this matter and
by some of the things which the noble
Lord, Lord Davies of Leek, had to say,
too. I do not think that anybody who
reads the C. S. Lewis trilogy of space

HL 38 Q2
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fiction, Ourt of the Silent Planet, Perelandra,
and That Hideous Streagth, will ever have
his faith disturbed by doing so. C. &.
Lewis, who was a profoundly Christian
apologist, wrote the most marvellous Space
fiction of a complex universe, in which
some of the created species were tempted
and fallen, like ourselves; others were
tempted and unfallen; and others were
untempied. And they all had to live
together in the same universe. 1 have
always regarded the deeps of space and the
immense time that it would take to travel
from one inhabited world to another as
being a kind of divine quarantine to
prevent created beings from interfering
with one another's cultures until they are
civilised enough and mature enough to
reach the point when they no longer want
to do so. Too much of our science
fiction is taken up with the supposition
that vastly superior beings to ourselves
are motivated by. the same rather un-
worthy commercial motives as ours,
and that they want to steal our coal mines
or our water or set up imperialisms.

The little piece of fiction that [ have
always enjoyed most concerned a flying
saucer which was hovering slowly in a
circle round Central Park in New York
and all the security forces turned out in
order to do something about it. As it
went round, it became more and more
clear that it was going round in a spiral
and not a circle and as the spiral grew
smaller so the flying saucer grew smaller
until it was very littie more than the size
of a waistcoat button going round the
head of a maiden in New York Central
Park. All the security forces converged on
her because it was clear from the expres-
sion on her face that she was receiving a
message, at which she smiled. Finally,
the waistcoat button fell on to the path
and was picked up and proved to be a
waistcoat button and the security forces
converged upon the maiden and bullied
her into telling them—and she did not
want to—what the flying saucer had told
her. She said “1 don’t want to, because it
will spoil it all.” They said * Never mind,
it may be very important for the security
of the United States . She said * Well.
all it said was ‘ Don’t be unhappy; you
are not the only lonely object in the
universe’.” | think that is a much more
comforting thought with which to approach
the subject of flying saucers than to sup-
pose thaf they are engaged in some kind
of imperialism,

e e
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Personally I have always believed, with

the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Leck, in
the Lochness monster. He is not the
only person to believe in it. He was anti-

cipated by Keats and T am quite sure that, |

when the poet wrote the line,
** Thou still unravished bride of quietness »,

he must have had the monster in mind.
Of course he did not go into it in great
detail ; he did not tell us whether the
monster was viviparous or oviparous. It
may, of course, lay eggs, but if unravished,
then infertile, and that is perhaps why there
is only one of it. [ have always thought
that just as mother, when baking bread,
leaves a little of the dough over in order
that the children may make funny little
men with raisins for tummy buttons and
put them into ovens and bake them along-
side the bread or the cake for the day, so
possibly on the day of creation a little of
the Divine creative power was left in
reserve for the lesser cherubim and
seraphim to use and they were allowed to
make funny littie objects like the Abo-
minable Snowman and the Lochness
monster, and therefore by the grace of
God since this is an orderly universe and
a home is provided for everything, so the
snows of Tibet were created for the benefit
of the Yeti and Lochness was created for
the monster. ‘

" Lord HEWLETT: My lords, 1 join
other noble Lords in congratulating the
noble Viscount, Lord Ozxfuird, upon his
maiden speech but I run the terrible risk
of being accused by the noble Lord, Lord
Davies of Leek, of being an anthro-
pological arrogant specimen. [ am not
quite sure what that means, and [ am not
quite sure that he knows what it means.

‘Lord DAVIES of LEEK: Oh!

Lord HEWLETT: All right, I am
prepared to stand by it. 1 am only sorry
to appear to be a veritable Daniel in a
lions’ den of UFO believers and to spoil
the fun, and I have no doubt that today's
flights of-—dare I say it —fancy will
command far more attention than our
debate yesterday upon British industry,
which scarcely made today’s Press at ail.
More’s the pity. Of course, there is a
danger in terminrology and in gross
assumptions.  Many noble Lords have

[LORDS ]
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something, but of course we are precisely
saying that if they are unidentified fying
objects, we do not know what they are,
So I quite agree, fet us dismiss the concent
of flving saucer equals UFO to start with.
Let us try to take a slightly more scientific
approach.

I would not dream of speaking in this
debate had 1 not asked my very good
friend and neighbour in the Cheshire
villzge of Swettenham, Sir Bernard Lovell,
Fellow of the Roval Society and Nuffield
Professor of Radio Astronomy, to be
good enough to brief me at Manchester

University Department of Radio Astron-
omy at Jodrell Bank, of which he is the
Director. I went there two days ago and
what T am about to say to your Lordships
is based entirely upon that round table
meeting with Sir Bernard and the members
of his senior staft at Jodrell Bank. Of
all the thousands of teports of sightings
that have been made, whenever it has been
possible to make an tnvestigation they
have been found to be natugal phenomena,
or in some instances, [ regret to say, pure
myth. Over the United Kingdom, Jedrell
Bank’s radio telescope, the first and still
one of the most powerful in the world,
has observed thousands of possible subjects
for identification as UFOs, but not a
single one has proved other than natural
phenomena. I would ask the noble Earl,
Lord Kimberley, to take the point on
board. 1f UFQs, as he suggested, defy
human knowledge, how do we really
know by what possible means or possible
background they even exist at all?

Let us get matters into perspective, my
Lords, I beg you. At least 10,000 pieces
of broken up rockets of American and
Russian origin are known to exist in
space and maybe there are many thousands
more, and occasionally they do plough
back into the atmosphere and burn up.
Those must account, I think your. Lord-
ships would agree, for at least some of
the so-called sightings of UFOs, Nature
does provide fireballs, yes, meteorites,
which bombard the earth at a rate of half
a ton a day. Just take a tiny country
like Holland. One hundred rocks the
size of your fist come through the atmos-
phere and hit that country in one year.
Consider Holland in relation to the size
of the whole of the world’s surface and
you must surely realise that we are under
constant bombardment, not with UFOs

spoken as though UFOs were actually

#»%

but with meteorites. A detailed study
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on the Canszdian prairies has displayed
how great is this bombardment which [
have just described over a wide area.
Lven more slaggering is the fact that it is
. estimated that 8,000 miilion pieces of stone
{ and metal come to earth annually, many

.+ of these burning up on arrival and these

! give cause for these reports of unidentified
. flying objects.

What is noticeable is the clese correlation
between the position of the planet Venus
¢ and the reports of UFOs, for when Venus
i 1s low and bright in the sky and when it is
! shining through thick mist or thin cloud
Lit does much more resemble something
"other than our next door planet of the
solar system. Why, indeed, we are told
even the great President Carter has
spotted one, but it is a pity we did not
read the rest of the subsequent report.
It was later discovered that that was
Venus precisely in those conditions [
have described. If the great President
of the United States can be wrong, it is
Jjust possible the few noble Lords remaining
in this House tonight might be, too. Let us
face it, we all would love to escape from
the miserics and frustrations of our world,
and particularly in these recent past days.
by all means go and see ‘‘ Star Wars ” or
“Jaws > or any other myth, but do not
confuse that with very serious scientific
study. That is carrying romance a little
too far. We must make sure we do not
make your Lordships’ House a laughing
stock by doing so.

One of the most advanced experimental
stations at Jodrell Bank—just take these
statistics on board please, my Lords—
has been on watch 24 hours a day for
30 years. Do you not think it reasonable
for me to suggest that if there were
UFOs at least one claim would have been

made, but every single thing that has been:

seen and observed by radio astronomy
has been identified as natural phenomena
and as occurring from the universe itself
as we know it—I do not say from the
solar system; I say from our universe.
If there were something in it—and the
noble Earl, Lord Halsbury, is so right—
of course the scientists would have been
delighted to come forward with an
announcement to that effect. After all,
it was Jodrell Bank that managed to locate
the Sputnik when the Russians, who so
cleverly launched it, lost track of it in the
atmosphere. So do not think that this
is some denigrating comment by the
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scientific lobby and some nasty, cheap
debunking exercise. No, my Lords. We
must take a serious scientific view of the
actual surveys and of what has been
discovered,

Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords,
I am delighted to hear what the noble
Lord says. However, I begthe noble Lord
to remember that there are other scientists
who say that of course we know that there
are meteorites—there have been for the
whole of time—~-but there are some factors-
outside that range which justify (and this
is all we ask) an attempt at identification.
There is no difficulty " in identifying
meteorites. We are not asking for that:
we are asking for the identification of other
types of phenomena. :

Lord HEWLETT: My Lords, that
promptly begs the question. That is
precisely what | am saying. The identi-
cations that have been made are not
necessarily of individual meteorites: they
are of endemic portions of rockeis and so
on. During 30 years study and a constant
watch for 24 hours a day there has been

not a single sighting of any description

which could possibly or remotely be
considered worthy of serious study as a
UFQ. Every single thing has been
explicable. With ail respect, it is no use
noble Lords saying that this i3 not a
convenient answer: we must find some
things that are not explicable. ¥amtelling
your Lordships and it is perfectly fair.
Your Lordships may say *‘ Scientists ™.
I am quoting one of the leading world,
radio astronomers—indeed, probably the
leading world radio astronomer. Frankly,
scientists can be anything from a B.Sc.
London University, passed yesterday.
However, 1 am talking about 30 years
experience of radio’ astronomy and a
professorship of the highest standing and
order in the whole world. Both the
United States and the Soviet Union come
to Sir Bernard at Jodrell Bank for

assistance. -

Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords,
nobody is denigrating what the- noble
Lord is saying, but he is off beat here.
All we are saying is that there are some of
these phenomena that need investigation—
that is all.

Lord HEWLETT: My Lords, perhaps
the noble Lord could show me just one

e Y R s



1299 Unidentified
[Lord Hewlett.)

phenomenon which requires~~—I have !

given way a good number of times and |
should be grateful if the noble Lord would
let ‘me fimish my seatence. [ am saying
that Jodrell Bank, which covers the whole
of the United Kingdom, has been on watch
for 30 years. It is probably the most
powerful radio telescope in the world.
With great respect, if it has found nothing
whatsoever to report in a positive way
then, for the noble Lord, Lord Davies of
Leek, to throw at me, * some scientists
think that ... " is not good enough.

Lord DAVIES of LEEK: My Lords,
we must not take more time.

Lord HEWLETT: No my Lords, we
must not, so ! fear that the noble Lord
must give way to the argument. [ shall
give way to the noble Earl Lord Kimberley.
I knew that I should have a rough time!

The Earl of KIMBERLEY: My Lords,
does the noble Lord not think it con-
ceivable that Jodrell Bank says that there
are no UFOs because that is what it has
been told to say?

T.ord HEWLETT: I certainly think it
inconceivable—absolutely and completely
inconceivable. I have known this
scientist personally for more than 20
years. | would not dreain of going
aloug for a briefing, so to speak, on the
estilation that he was to con me or that
I was some tool of the CiA to kid your
Lordships. Please do not let us carry
this fantasy too far. [ shall deal with
one or two other aspects of the noble
Earl’s spcech and then he shall see some
correlation to the whole of my argument.

Let us turn to the defence interests of
the Pentagon and other Western defence
establishments. When they have been
challenged they have refused to say that
UFOs do not exist. Nor have they said
that UFQOs do exist. They are not com-
mitted. We are all men of the world and
frankly there are advantages in making an
international over-estimate of the possible
potential strength of one's potential
enemy and his ability to combat one in

_sectors in which one cannot adequately
jreply. I think that it would be most
tunwise of any defence establishment to

{LORDS |
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| trying to prove the existence of nothing
 or that something does not exist. I am
saving that in the scientific cvidence so
far—and T can deal only in detail with
i the United Kingdorn-—there is no evidence
{ whatever from the greatest radio tolescope
of a single UFO. 1 think that the
attitudes of defence establishments world-
wide, even including the Soviet Union,
are probably wise: they must display the
antithesis of over-confidence and com-
placency, lest there should perchance be
some new arm of warfare that they have
not adequately explored or even entered.
Particularly did this attitude apply in
the first decade after the Second World
War when, frankly, the start of the
“cold war ™ and the intense fear of the
Soviet Union’s possible aggression against
i the West when we were the sole possessors
of atomic weapons, must have provoked
such a degree of {ntense interest in the
possibility of a new arm of wurfare.

I am sorry that the right reverend
Prelate the Bishop of Norwich is not
here, but [ am glad that the noble Lord,
Lord Trefgarne, is on the Opposition
Front Bench. [ quote from Sir Bernard:

*Whether we are the only pcople in the

universe is entirely another maatter. That is a
subject of very serious importance and is being
investigated ™.
But there is no direct connection between
the possibility of other persons occupying
other bodies, cither within or outside
our own solar system. However, one
thing is quite clear: there is an infinitesimal
chance that there exists other people who
could be within our time-frame—and I
refer of course to the statements made by
the noble Lord, Lord Gladwyn, and the
noble Earl, Lord Halsbury—who would
be able to spend perhaps ten or hundreds
of light years getting liere and who would
have survived that length of time in those
atrocious conditions and entered our earth
atmosphere assuming that they are some
sort of humanity and have some form of
flving saucer, or whatever our friends
proclaim it is. How could they possibly
meet us in those circumstances? Let us
take the million-to-one possibility that
they could. Do your Lordships mecan to
tell me that they could get so close to us
as to be sighted, but be incapable of any
form of communication or identification
whatever? No, [ am sorry.

i make a categorical denial of UFOs, and !
; equally foolish of me to do so. 1am not !

®¥

[ have listened most carefully to every-
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Larls, Lord Clancux tyand Lord }\mx‘wrlw, !
have claimed sigh ‘“rom tiznes belor
s, throveh the Middle Agss up to
mr present day.  Those noble Larl:
Adl well that the :'.mmnt of scign
knowledge in the Middie Ages, and parii-
cularly before the times of Christ. mn v
did not allow a tcnao!c theory that they
had that degrf:x: { knowledge to be able
zmy of the phenomena
that we know today. Indzed, in the las‘t
30 years there has been a dramatic change
in the sum total of knowledge in this ﬁd
No doubt that is why Jedrell Bank can
proclaim that they have had no evidence
of sightings of any description which are
not perfectly explicable as natural pheno-
mena within our own universe,

I am sorry, the existence of UFOs is
even more fanciful than Gilbert and
Sullivan’s Iolanthe—charming indeed, but
I am afraid a joke upon your Lordships’
House. 1 am afraid that some of iy
noble friends join the flat-carthers, who
will make the best playmates for this
particular lobby. We have a duty to the
country to explode the myth. Tonight
we have been carried away in realms of
fascination and delight, but they have
precious little to do with the facts. |
suggest that the myth must be exploded.
We must return to work in this dreary
old world and the difficulties we are in.
But 1 beg your Lordships, and in particular
the nobie Lord, Lord Strabolgi, for
heavens' sake, no more Government
Deparunents of inquiries. That alone
we should be spared as the result of this
excellent debate.

9.55 p.m.

The Earl of CORK and ORRERY: My
Lords, [ hope that the noble Earl, Lord
Clancarty, will not be cast down by the
speech to which he has just listened. I
myself must confess that I know re-
markably little about unidentified flying
objects. T know a few things about them.
I know quitc a bit, and I have learned
more since the beginning of this debate,
about attitudes towards them. They are
almost as interesting in some ways. There
is one type of attitude towards them that
I view with respect, and that is the attitude
represented by people who call themselves,
or perhaps to be fair are called by others,
“ ufologists . 1 do not know whether
the noble Earl will accept that word.

I rather hope he would not.

Flying Objects 1302

I admit the charm, the satisfaction, and
the neatness of UFOQ as—rhis is the word
the noble Lord, Lord Davies of Lesk, is
so good at—an acronym, coming from
tunidentificd  flying ohject ™. But it
unfortunately leads to a word which to
dmc%p"nilul DLrsons, and there arc some
about, might be suspected as criginating
somewhere between illiteracy and the
purely silly: rather as though a keen
student of the affairs of the. United
Nations should describe himself as a
“ Unologist 7, and his interest ** Unology ™
That would have been severely distr nssm"
to my late lamented friend Lord Conesford,
and indeed to me,

If there is an agency set up for coliecting
and correlation of information, as I hope
there will be. T suppose it could be called
*“ Ufo info 7, which would have a certain
elfin charm. But I am admittedly being
absurd, and being so on purpose. [ am
deing it for defensive reasons, and I hope
that the noble Earl will not think that I
am being offensive. T am not. I hope
that somebody will think of a better
word. There is in fact a Greek word
*“1éras V', meaning a portent in the sense
of a marvel or wonder, which would
generate quite nicely a teratologist, or
teratology. In fact 1 am not sure that
teratology is not in the dictionary as the
study of monsters. It is not a word that
is widely used. It i< not on cveryone’s
lips very ofien, and it would not really
matter if it were taken over to refer to
portents. There is a precedent for this
kind of thing, in television. As noble
Lords will know, television originally
meant, before it meant what it means now
in the familiar sense as we understand
it, clairvoyance, and nobody finds any
confusion now. Whatever it may be
kanown as, let us proceed and not waste
time.

1 must make a remark—nobody has
done so so far, T suspect rather to his
surprise—about the speech of my noble
friend Lord Trefgarne. If he had been
speaking as a private Back-Bencher I
would probably have not said anvthing,
but he was speaking from the Dispatch
Box. Therefore, he presumably fepresents
the views of the Party to which I belong.
It is a view I wish to disown entirely,
because if a Party of any magnitude
cannot produce better views than that on
a serious subject, I confess I am ashamed
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{The Earl of Cork and Orrery.]
of it. If this represents ali that the
Conservative Party can produce in the
way of thinking on what is undoubtedly
a scrious subject, whatever your opinion
about it may be, then this is depioratie,

If the noble Lord really thinks that
there is no serious interest or belief taken
nowadays in witcheraft, perhaps he does
not read the right newspapers, but I can
assure him that this is far from true. He
is not a believer in unidentified flying
objects. “I am no believer in UFOs ”,
he said. 1 do not know how you can not
believe in UFOs. You can take it for
granted, if your mind takes a leap ahead,
that by an unidentified flving object
something is-intended that is supposed to
have originated in outer space, and you
can say you do not believe in that. But
I do not know what it implies to say that
you do not belicve in an unidentified
ilying object. You do not believe in the
object? You do not believe in its flying?
You do not believe it is unidentified ?
There are things that are unidentified.
Perhaps we are not trying. I do not think
it is reasonable to say that they do not
exist. Nobody, except my noble friend
Lord Hewlett, has seriously contended
that they do not exist. The question is,
whatare they ?

Lord TREFGARNE: I am pleased my
noble friend has allowed me to intervene,
my Lords, because he has been Very caustic
about what 1 had to say. I do not deny
the existence of unidentified flying objects.
I simply say that most of them are iden-
tifiable, that some are not objects at all
but simply a trick of the light or a meteo-
rological ‘phenonemon—I think that is so
In many cases—and that [ agree onc
cannot deny the existence of unidentified
flying objects. 1t is simply a question of
how we identify them.

The Earl of CORK and ORRERY:
My Lords, 1 take my noble friend’s point.
i1 am anxious not to misquote him, but he
also said that ufologists—it is difficult
not to use that word-—referred to un-
explained sightings which would be
explained if only we had better evidence:
that was the gist of one part of my noble
friend’s argument. In other words, if we
had better evidence we should be able to
explain those sightings. That is the sole
point on which the noble Earl initiated

a¥

this debate. That is what he js asking for:
he wishes evidence to be collected,
collated, examined, evaluated and reported
on as to what these things are, and it is
notable that he himself did not say what
he thought they were. Other nobje Lords
have spoken as though he had said they
were fairies or I do not know what. when
in fact he said no such thing. 1 believe he
is a leading authority on these matters—
certainly he has studied them more closely
than anyone else of whom I have heard—
and he must have exercised very great
restraint in this matter. and he is to be
congratulated on that as well as on
initiating the whole debate. :

!
!
!

I once had an ancestor—I still have
him in a sense, in that he is sill my
ancestor although he is dead—-called
Robert Boyle who founded a “society
called the Royal Society. I feel that if he
rcturned to the rooms of that enor-
mously prestigious society now and found
that the present Royal Society contained
Fellows of such erudition and charm as
the noble Earl, Lord Halsbury, he would
feel entirely at home; a man of the most
agreeable and totally nou-sceptical nature,
even if he did write 2 book called The
Sceptical Chemist.

displaying before our very eyes the
scientist-philosopher who knows precisely
the limits of science and makes no effort
to go beyond them. Nor does he point the
finger of scorn at anyone else. He must
know, as others know, that it is impossible
to prove anything by negative evidence.
If you wish to prove that something is not
$0 you can do it only in logic—by proving
the existence of something that is so that
makes that first premise impossible. Thus,
vou cannot prove that any particular type
of flying object does not exist, and with
respect to my noble friend, the fact that
the Jodrell Bank telescope has not scen
something not only does not prove, but
is not even particularly good evidence,
that it was not there. 1 am prepared to
accept, if told, that the Jodrell Bank
telescope has been operating on a fre-
quency suited to the observation of
UFOs of one kind or another for the
last 30 years, but, until I am told that, I
shall be sceptical in that matter.

Lord HEWLETT: Let me be _quite
clear about this, my Lords. I did not

say other than that Jodrell Bank had made

The noble Earl has done a service by
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meny theusands of sightings but had been |
able adequately to explain them away as

natuiral phanomens from our own universe,

The Earl of CORK and ORRERY: 1
thought that T had my noble {riend right,
my Lords; in other words, the telescope
has not seen anything that was inexplic-
able. ButIdc not think that that is really
an argument that something does not
exist. The question is: what kind of
thing can it be? | hope that my noble
friend does not think that I am going on
about him—I no longer am. BHow is it
possible to maintain more than a certain
degree of doubt in 19797

I remember, as may some other noble
Lords, one or two of whom may be present
in ‘the Chamber, my predecessor who sat
in this Housc. He was born in the year
1886. When he was born there were no
motor-bicycles or gramophones, fountain
pens, safety razors or clectric trains.
Messrs, Daimler and Benz in Germany
were just putting the first petrol-driven car
on to the road, and Einstein, I think, was
eight years old. My noble and gallant
kinsman, when he finally Ieft the active list
of the Navy at a very advanced age, had
lived into the age of the nuclear submarine,
having begun his first sea-going voyage
under sail. That was the band of progress
representad technologically in the lifetime
of one serving naval officer. What would
he have said had he been teld that in my
lieftime—and I am not even all that near
the end of it, either—I should see men on
the moon; or compuier technology carried
to the pitch that it has reached; or that
there would be such” an outbreak of
wisdom foliowing Einstein and men like
Schrodinger, Heisenberg and others; or
the astonishing ascent of knowledge into
the atomic world?

" This -has all happened in the lifetime
of many of us, and yet we sit here, some
of us, and say that marvels which have
been postulated by some, and which
indeed are less in magnitude than most of
those would have been to my uncle, are
impossible. We are not all saying that—
perhaps nobody is sayving that—but the
argument is quite untenable. I have no
wish to express any view on what a UFO
may be. What I wish to say is that there
is no knowing what it is not. It may bea
product of some kind of sign language, as
the noble Earl, Lord Kimberley, men-

[18 JANUARY 1979 ]

tioned.' It may 'be mechanical. It may

e
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be purely terrestrial. 1 doubt if it is
angels. - But [ believe that, for the clearing
uvp of mystery, for the removal of
doubt, for even the eliminating of some of
the darngers which may exist and to which
the right reverend Prelate reicrred, some
kind of an open inquiry ought to be set up.
I am rather inclined to agree with the
noble Lord—17 think that it was the noble
Lord, Lord Kings Norton-—who said that
probably it should not be an intra-
governmental inguiry. 1 think it shouid
be somcting rather more open than that,
but it ought to take place. If a group is
set up within this House, as suggested by
the noble Earl himself, that would be
excellent. 1 should myelf be entirely in
favour of it. In any case, let us get this
matter cleared up and into the open, and
by all means let us take it seriously,
because s is a serious subject.  FFar teo
many people are taking it seriously for it
not to be a serious subject.

Finally, T wish to voice my most
sincere congratulations to -my noble
friend who made his maiden speech this
afternoon. It is very impertinent of me
to congratulte him upon it, but I should
like to say how much 1 enjoyed it. I have
nqt yet said anything complimentary about
the noble Earl who initiated the debate.
I have left this to the end on purpose
because I think it may not be entirely
realised what a service he has done.
This is the first such debate that has
occurred in any society such as this par-
ticular one; and this society, by which I
mean this noble House of Parliament, is
probably the only legislative assembly in
the world in which it could happen. 1
hope that it will have repercussions which
will spread far beyond this Chamber.
What the outcome will be 1 do not
know, but, in initiating the ripples which
I hope will spread all over the surface of
the mill-pond, the noble Earl has done a
most valuable service. _

10.10 p.m. A

Lord STRABOLGI: My Lords, I
should like to join with the noble Eari,
Lord Cork and Orrery, in saying how
grateful we are to the noble Earl. Lord
Clancarty, for imitiating this debate on
UFQOs. Of course, the subject has been
of considerable interest in this country,
and I hope our discussions, which, as the
noble Earl rightly said, have been the
first that we have hadrin your Lordships’
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House, will help to increase public under-
standing. But before | reply in detadl to
the debate--and ¥ think it has been a

“most iateresting one---1 should like to |

join with my noble friend Lord Davies of
Leek in congratulating the noble Viscount,
Lord Oxfuird, on his maiden speech.
We were very glad to hear from him. if
1 may say 50, and 1 hope we shall hear

from him again on many other occasions. |

I shall be referring to some.of the detail
of his speech later, but at this stage |
should like to offer him my warmest
congratulations. :

There are undoubtedly many strange
phenomena in the skies, and it can be
readily accepted that most UFO reports
are made by calm and responsible people.
However, there are generaily straight-
forward explanations to account for the
phenomena, as T think was said by the
noble TLord, Lord Trefzarne, speaking
for the Opposition—and T must say that
I welcomed his constructive speech. There
is nothing to convince the Government
that there has ever been a single visit by
an alien space craft, let alone the numbers
of visits which the noble Ead, Lord
Clancarty, claims are increasing all the
time. As has been said teday, we live in
a huge universe. 1 find as awe-inspiring
as Pascal did the contemplation of infinite
space. There are some 100,000 million.
stars in our galaxy alone, which it would
take 100,000 vears to cross at the speed
of light. Beyond cur own galaxy, the
distances become even more daunting.
The light year, as your Lordships know,
is about 6 wmillion million miles. The
Andromeda galaxy is over 2 million light
vears away, and that is in our own local
group of galaxies! There are, of course.
other groups as well.

The evidence suggests that there is no
intelligent life on the other planets of
our own solar system, as the noble Vis-
count said. There are, of course, different
views about whether there might be life
elsewhere in the universe, but certainly
there is no serious positive evidence to
show that tnere is. If there were an
advanced civilisation elsewhere in the
universe, as nmy noble friend Lord Davies
of Leek supposed, with the technology
to traverse thesc colossal distances, there
are many questions to be answered.  What
is the point of this alleged huge number

[ LORDS ]
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or more, to no apparent purpose? There
secem to be internal inconsistencies in the
; idea. To put it simply, if these alleged
i aliens prefer to keep out of the way, the
numbey of reported sightings would surely
| be only a tiny portion of the actual UFQ
i movements, which would run into many
millions. I they do not prefer to pass
unnoticed, we could surely expect un-
mistakeable appearances. '

i
|
!
{
i
i

!
i
i
i
t
!
i
|
]

Why have they never tried to communi-
i cate with us? Why has there been no
I evidence on radio of attempts at com-
¢ rmunication? And would not such a
i large number of movements be picked
? up by our defence radar system? Why
! has not a single artefact been found?
| Assuming that each visit does not repre-
¢ sent a journey from a distant star, where
i are these alicn space craft supposed to be
hiding? Now that the idea of such bases
on the moon or on another planet ia our
solar systema is barely tenable, ufologists
: have had to claim that the aliens ave
based in the depths of the sea or in a
great hole in the earth, or even that thev
come from invisible universes and other
space-time continua. Anyone who accepts
the hypothesis of large nunmbers of alien
visitations seems forced towards explana-
tions that are ever more fantastic, and
incapable of sither proof or disproof.

As T have said, there really are many
remarkable things to see in the sky; and
most UFO reports relate to  actual
phenomena reported by sensible people.
But, my Lords, let us consider the
phenomena «themselves—and the noble
Lord, Lord Trefgarne, mentioned some
of these. Huge quaantities of space debris
enter our atmosphere, and are often seen
as meteors, and fireballs; bright planets
and even the moon or stars have been
reported as UFOs, in unusual atimospheric
conditions, as the noble Lord, Lord
Hewlett, said; there are tricks of light on
cloud, and particular cloud structures;
there is Aurora Borealis. St. Elmo’s Fire
and ball lightning which was referred to
by the noble Earl. Lord Halsbury, which
has been known to drift along telephone
or power lines. There are some 5,000
man-made objects in orbit, satellites and
debris, some of which can be seen by the
naked eye, some through bincculars. About
600 such man-made objects re-cnter
the atmosphere every vear, as the noble
Lord, Lord Hewlett, reminded us. The

of visits to our planet, over three decades

quantity is far less than natoral space
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debris, but, my Lords, the phenomena can ]
be astonishing. |

Last April the Minisiry of Defence ,
received reports of a large piece of dehris |
re-entering across the South of England. !
Most reports were factual, but one spoke |
of an ‘

for a while then shot off at great speed ™.
My Lords, we cannot prove that this was
nota UFQ, but it occurred 2t the same time
and place as known re-entry of debris.

Many reports relate to aircraft seen in ¢
unusual conditions at unusual angles. |
One recent UFO was confidently reported
on local radio. Again, my Lords, we
cannot prove that it was nof a UFO, but :
we do know that an RAF Vulcan bomber
on a low-flying mission passed the same :
spot at the same time and on the same

lights have led to UFO reports; as have
distant aircraft with landing lights on—
I have seen them myself—fares from
aircraft, short condensation trails lit by
the sun after dusk and light refiected from
aircraft, Other phenomena  include
mgteorological balloons. The Meteoro-
logical Office alone releases 50 such
balloons every day, which expand to 40 ft.
in diameter and rise to 100,000 ft. and can
be lit by the sun after dark. Many other
organisations. such as unjversities, use
balloons, some much larger. Meteoro-

logical searchlights shine on clouds: the !
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illusions to which the noble Earl Lord

Halsbury referred.

One scientist, whose

task includes watching satellites, deseribes
how, when observing stars near moving
clouds, he finds it dificult to escape the

beam itself cannot be sezn; only a point :
of light in the sky. There are hot air .

balloons and kites: even birds have been

reported as UFOs; lights on distant towers; !

car headlights on distant hills; dust devils;
and airborne debris carried by the wind.

All these phenomena cap be mis-
interpreted by the most sensiblc observers,
particularly when seen unexpectedly and
briefly and in unusual atmospheric con-
ditions. This is what opponents of the
natural explanations forget.

commonplace things can be so changed
as to be barely recognisable. For instance.
I'am told that the US Air Force attributed

 the 1947 sighting by Arnold described by
the noble Farl, Lord Clancarty, to a
nirage effect.

With dis- !

tortions of light, and mirages, the most -C¢
‘of UFOs somewhat uncritically.. The

t

iflusion that the stars arc fiying past
stationary clouds.  The nobie Earl, Lord

Halsbury, referred to the green flash,

I used to see it myself in Alexandria when
on leave,

It was onc of cur evening
pastimes to sit on the promepade and

watch it go down over the sea.

My Lords, in 1968, the United States

| Air Force commissioned the University

of Celorado to carry out an independent
study into UFO "phenomena. Their
report, which was published in 1969, was
very substantial and detailed and it
covered  some 30 examples of such
phenomena, but added that it was impos-

course as the reported UFO. Ajrcraft + sible and potentially misleading to try to

tabulate all of the possible causes of
UFO perception: there are simply too
many. The report’s main conclusion was,
and I quote:

* Nothing has come from the study of UFQs
in the past 21 vears that has added to scientific
knowledge ™.

The findings of this report were endorsed
by a panel of the National Academy of
Sciences.

There really are tens of thousands of
strange things to be seen. It is the custom
to call such phenomena “ UFOs ", and
to transpose this easily into * alien space
craft . Often the appcarance is too
fleeting and the description too imprecise
for a particular cause to be attributed.
What we can say is that there is a great
variety of plain explanations. There is
no need, 1 suggest, for the far-fetche
hypothesis of alien space craft. :

To genuine sightings we must, however,
add hallucinations: the excited tales of
the gullible: and the embellishments of
the born romantic. There are also in-
dications that ufologists accept reports

. noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, referred to

Phenomena seen through glass are |

suspect. Therc are phenomena generated
within the eyeball and there are optical

4 papyrus found among the papers of a
Professor Tulli recording flying saucers
during the reign of Thutmose III. The
Colarado Report, which | mentioned ear-
lier, inquired into this story. The alleged
Papyrus could not be traced, but internal
evidence in the transiation suggested g
fake; inquiries with the Vatican Museum

E.‘/
oty
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- [Lord Strabolgi.] ,
also suggested that Tuilli, an amateur
Egyptologist, had been taken in by a fake.

There is a category of UFO cases
which are difficult to explain because the
description is too vague or the evidence
too remote, coupled perhaps with a
coincidence of different phenomena and
with exceptional conditions. If one accepts
that there are natual explanations that
could account for most sightings, it is an
énormous and irrational jump to claim
that the residue of difficult cases constitute
alien space craft when there is no positive
evidence that they do constitute alien
$pace craft.

I should mention the famous UFO
reported over the United Kingdom in
December 1978, on New Year’s Eve in
fact. This was the one probably seen by
the noble Lord, Lord Gainford, to which
he referred. The phenomenon was prob-
ably the re-entry of a launcher associated
with the Russian space satellite COSMOS
1668, launched on 26th December. Of
over 100 reports reaching the Ministry of
Defence, nearly all were factual ‘and
consistent with the re-entry of satellite
debris. .

The recent sightings in New Zealand
referred to by the noble Lord, Lord
Kings Norton, attracted . - worldwide
publicity, and we understand that the
New Zealand Government may make an
announcement when the facts have been
assembled and appraised. Preliminary
advice from our High Commission in
New Zealand shows confident expectation
that the sightings wiil prove to be due to
natural phenomena, as I think the noble
Lord, Lord Trefgarne, and the noble
Earl, Lord Halsbur , implied.

My Lords,- the noble Earl who initiated

other Governments to UFOs. It is not for
me to speak in this House for other
Governments. I have however already
made mention of the United States study
in 1968 and I understand that nothing has
happened since that time to cause the
United States authorities to change their
views or to warrant further official
investigations of UFQs,

The noble Earl also referred to an
interview which the then French Minister
of Defence, M. Robert Galley gave in

[LORDS ] -
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Earl suggested that M. Galley had- said
that UFOs were rea! but that he, the
Minister, did not know where they came
from. I have read the transcript of M.
Galley's broadcast and 1 also took the
trouble to check it in the original French,
The essence of what the Minister said
was that the phenomena were genuine and
were reported by responsible people, but
that there were aspects that were difficult
to explain. Nowhere did the Minister say
that UFOs were real in the sense that they
represent alien spacecraft, as suggested by
the noble Lord, Lord Rankeillour.

"The noble Earl; Lord Kimberley, also
said that these had been seen by astronauts.
These reports by astronauts were examined
in the Colorado Study. The atronauts
were required, of course, to report any-
thing unusual perceived on their missions;
and indeed many strange phenomena were
noted. All the phenomena except three
were explained. There was nothing at al
to suggest that the unexplained sightings
were alien spacecraft, and the Iimited
visibility from the small and smeared
windows of a spacecraft did not make visua]
observation easy.

It has been suggested in this debate that
our Government are involved in an
alleged conspiracy of silence, I can
assure your Lordships that the Govern-
ment are not engaged in any such con-
spiracy. In view of what the noble Lord,
Lord Gainford, said, I must emphasise
that the Ministry of Defence examines
any UFO reports received to establish
whether they reveal anything of defence
interest, but nothing in the reports
examined has ever given cause to believe
that they represent aiien spacecraft.
There is nothing to have a conspiracy
of silence about. What is more, a visitor
from outer space would be one of the
great events in history. It would certainly
be an event of stupendous importance,
but I hesitate to say the greatest event of
all in the presence of my old friend the
right - reverend prelate the Bishop of
Norwich, whose moving speech we listened
to with much interest. .

As the noble. Farl, Lord Halsbury,
said, scientists are rightly inquisitive
people. If there was anything in the
stories of UFOs, we would expect the
scientific community as a whole to be
devoting much offort to studying or to

1974 on the subject of UFQs. . The noble

=¥

making contact with the supposed aliens;
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¥ osuggzest, 1o the world of duns Bond,

implied that there was some kind of
cover-up.  There is no cover-up and no
security ban: It is true that when people
ask to see the Ministry of Defence UFO
files they are told that the papers must
remain confidential, but there is a very
mundane reason for that, The files
contain voluminous correspondence from
people, and we cannot divolge  the
identity of the correspondents. It follows
that the files must remain closed under
the rules laid down in the Public Record
Acts, passed by Parliament, which at
present preclude disclosure until 30 years
have elapsed since the date of the parti-
cular correspondence. The earliest reports
the Ministry of Defence hold are dated
1962,

The noble Earl, Lord Clancarty,
mentioned the possibility of an intra.
governmental study of UFOs. At the
United Nations recently, representatives
of Grenada made statements about UFOs
and proposals for a study. A compromise
decision was taken, wherein the General
Assembly invited * interested member
states ” to co-ordinate research “on a
national level” and to inform the
Secretary-General of their findings. The
Secretary-General was requested to trans-
mit the Grenadan siatements and other
relevant reports to the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. This is
not an inter-governmental study, in the
sense that the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty,
is seeking, but he may be content that
Grenada, and perhaps some other
countries, may be reporting in an
international forum. :

Lord KINGS NORTON: My Lords,
the word was ““intra ”, not “ inter »,

Lord STRABOLGI: My Lords, I take
note of what the noble Lord said. Then
it has been suggested, too, in this debate
that Her Majesty’s Government should
setup astudy group. Iam glad to say that
the noble Lord, Lord Trefgarne, and the
noble Lord, Lord Gladwyn, both speaking
from the Front Benches for the Opposition
Parties, did not support this proposal, and
certainly Her Majesty’s Government do
not consider that there is any Justification
for the expenditure of public money on
such a study,
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Urepeat that f am prateful (o the noble
arl, Lord Clancarty. for wais; g

particularly
to him for wferming me in
advince of the points which he proposed
fo make to your Lordships. However,
from all 1 have said, I am sure that your
Lordships will agree that there is no
reason for my right honourable friend
the Secretary of State for Defence to make
a broadeast interview about UFQs, as
the noble Earl, Lord Clancarty, suggested.
4As for telling the public the truth abont
UFOs, the truth is simple. There really
are many strange phenomena in the sky,
and these are invariably reported by
rational people. But there is a wide
range of natural explanations to account
for such phenomena. There is nothing
to suggsst to Her Majesty’s Government
that such phenomena are alien space
craft,

Viscount BARRINGTON: My Lords,
may I ask a question? I did rise to ask
it when the noble Lord, Lord Strabolgi,
rose. I was going to ask it of the noble
Earl, Lord Halsbury, but I think it would
be more courteous to ask it of the noble
Lord, Lord Strabolgi. The subject of this

~debate is “ objects ”, and in the expert

speech—with almost all of which I agreed
—of the noble Farl, Lord Halsbury, he
mentioned that scientists, as scientists,
are dealing only with material objects.
1 have to be careful here, as a non-scientist
who minds his p’s and qQ’s, and ‘who
hardly knows a quasar from a pulsar,

but is a black hole a material object?

Lord STRABOLGI: My Lords, I
should not at all like to follow the noble
Viscount down that avenue. I do not
think that even scientists or astronomers
know what black holes are. I may say
that, in a way, I think it is a pity that the
noble Viscount did not take part in the
debate. D .. . . P e on Laa

10.34 p.m.

The Earl of CLANCARTY: My Lords,
I should like to thank the noble Lord,
Lord Strabolgi, for his assurances and
for the information which he has given
us. Iam sorry that we are not to be able
to listen to, or see, his right honourable
friend the Secretary of State for Defence,
giving a television interview about UFOs.
There are just one or two ‘very small
points, before I end this debate. We

oy
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(The Earl of Clancarty.]
have talked about the umpteen Iightl
years that sonie of these plancts and stars |
are away from us. But we are looking !
at it from our own standpoint, because we
started to fly only in 1903, when the
Wright brothers took off. Now we
have got Concorde, so we consider our-
selves to be rather good. But we say
that we cannot go right out into space
because of ail this distance in light years.
Let us suppose, however, as has been,’
suggested, that there are billions of'
planets with civilisations thousands of i
vears. old. Is it not possible that they |
could come here, after all that time,
almost instantaneously? It is just a
thought,

1

A propos of that, 1 should like to bring
to the attention of your Lordships a
famous scicatist and astronomer, our
own Sir Fred Hoyle. Some years ago
he wrote a book  called Of Men and
Galacies. He wrote a passage in that
book which I was allowed to quote In
one of mine. Tt read:

" Youareail familiar with an ordinary telephone
directory, If you want to speak 1o someone, you
look up his number and you dial the appropriate
code. My speculation "—

this is Sir Fred Hoyle speaking—

**is that a similar situation exists and has existed
for billions of years in the galaxy. My speculation
is that an interchange of Messages is going onon a |
vast sczale all the time and that we are as unaware
ol it as a pygry in the African [orests is unaware
of the radio messages that Hash at the speed of
light round the earth. My guess is that there
might be a million or more subscribers to the
galactic directory. Our problem is to get our
name into that directory .

I think that noble Lords will agree that
there is a man of vision, Nothing is
impossible in this world or in this universe,
It is just that the seemingly impossible
takes a little time to come about,

My Lords, we have had an interesting
discussion this evening. | should like
fo thank the right reverend Prelate the
Bishop of Norwich and all noble Lords
who have taken part in this debate for
their wonderful contributions. I should
also like to congratulate the noble ’
Viscount, Lord Oxfuird, upon his splendid i
maiden speech. May I also thank afl
other noble Lords for their rapt and i

q_ff‘

[LORDS ]

| riveted attention. | beg leave to with-

draw the Motion for Papers.

Motion for Papers, by leave, withdrawn,

WRITTEN ANSWERS

“BRITISH NATIONALITY LAW:
DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE
CHANGES ”

Lord AVEBURY asked Her Majesty’s
Government: .

Whether they will publish the com-
ments which the Home Office has so far
received on the Green Paper British
Natiorality Law: Discussion of Possible
Changes (Cmnd. 6795) which appeared
in April 1977 and which invited com-
ments  from the public and from
interested bodies * ag part of the process
of open government "

The MINISTER of STATE, HOME
OFFICE (Lord Boston of Faversham):
So far nearly 250 persons or organisations
have sent in comments on the Green
Paper, Understandably there is a good
deal of repetition and Her Majesty’s
Government do not intend to publish all
of this material verbatim. It is open to
any of the authors of papers to publish
them and some have done 50 at least in
substance. Her Majesty’s  Government
will have in mind the possibility of
publishing in due course a summary of all
comments received.

DISABLED PERSONS:
EMPLOYMENT QUOTA
DEFICIENCY

Lord VAIZEY asked Her Majesty’s

Government:

What is the number and percentage
of firms failing to employ their quota
of disabled persons for each year since
1960,

Answers {316

l

1

31—

Lord
am  advi
Commiss
is as foll:

Year

1960
1961

*1962

*1663
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972

* 1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978 .
*n 19¢
respect
staff but
than 30(
a queta




Y LAW:

SIBLE

r Majesty’s

+ the com-
2 has so far
mer British
of Possible
1 appeared
vited com-
and from
:he process

. HOME
‘ersham):
;anisations
e Green
i< a good
Majesty’s
>ublish all
$ open to
o publish
't least in
wernment
ibility of
ary of all

viajesty’s

reentage
I Guota
CAr singce

137 Wiriteen

Lord WALLACE of COSLANY: I
am advised by the Manpower Scivices
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i
i
{
i
!

Commission that the reauired information

is 43 fohiows—

Figure in
previous

colunin as

o of firins
subject

Number of firms
with a gecta
obligaiions not
' complying with
3 per cent. guota

Year: at annual review to quota
1960 ... 24,974 382
1961 ... 25,34 386

#1962 ... 15,389 42-1

*1963 ... 14,599 42-1
1964 ... 29.271 45-2
1965 ... 31,038 468
1965 ... 31,661 48-3
1967 ... 34,176 52:3
1968 ... 34,319 537
1969 ... 35,102 555
1970 ... 36,3596 573
1971 ... 36,332 58-2
972 .. 34,794 57-8
1973 ... 33,775 58-4
1974 ... 33,106 60-0
1975 ... 32,340 60-9
1976 ... 31,065 613
1977 ... 31,763 629
1978 ... 30,446 632

*In 1962 and 1963 a survey was made in
respect of all firms with more than 500
staff but only a selection of firms with less
than 300 stafl (but which nevertheless had
a quota obligations). The figures for the

oy
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years 1962 and 1963 are therefore per-
centages based on the number of firms
reviewed in those vears and nof on all

¢ firms subject to guota.

DISARMAMENT AND ARMS
CONTROL: UN RESOLUTIONS

Lord KENNET asked Her Majesty’s
Government:

Whether they will publish in con-
venient form the initiatives taken by
Her Majesty’s Government, whether
unilaterally or in association with othicrs,
and the votes they cast, on disarmament
and arms control resoluiions at last
autumn’s General Assembly.

Lord GORONWY-ROBERTS: The
Government’'s initiztives on resolutions on
arms control and disarmament will be
described in detail in the Report on the
35cd  Session of the United Nations
General Assambly, to be published as a
White Paper. A separate record will
shortly be made available to non-govern-
mental organisations with a special interest
in disarmament and will be placed in the
Library of the House.

House adjourned at twenty-
two minutes before eleven
o’clock.
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Reference USofS(RAR)/H/.

Head of S4(ALiT)

Copy to:
PS/DUS (Air)
DI55
Ops(GE)2b(RAF)
UFOs

Thank you for informing US of S(RAF) of your
decision with Colonel Innocenti (an '

- appropriate name for an Air Attache concerned
sbout UFOs?). Minister was pleased to see
the MOD pathfinding for others in this
particular Starwar. 5
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LOOST BINUTE REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

D/s4Lir)/8/3

APS/S0fS

ey

Copies to: PS/USofS(RAF)
PS/CS(RATF)
PS/DUSEAir
ACS(G) (RAR
DI 55 -
Ops (GE)2b(RAF)
Hd of DS8

LORDS DRBATE CON UFCs = SUPPTAVENTARY FATERTAT

Attached is a note on the alleged electrical effects
of UFOs, as requested by Lord Strabolsi; I have added some
additional material mainly in response to points raised
in Lord Clancarty's speech.

2. B2ll lightning, referred to in the Annex, should not be
confused with fireballs. Fireball (or bolide) is a term used
{at least by the Americang) for meteors with a lurinosity
equalling or greater than the brightest planets; about 1500
with a Jaminosity greater than the moon eniter the atmosphere
each year, The appearance of fireballg differs considerably
from the traditional '"shooting stax": vivid colours and colour
changes are common: they may break up, with fragments circling
or flying "in formation"; the trafectory may appear horizontal;
and their brightness causes people to underestimate the distance
greatly.

3 I am not clear what Lord Strabolzi wants about the "inter-
Governnental conspiracy”, as I thought this woos fully covered
in the drafts. However, we now have a Turther (albeit brief)
report from Paris about the special UFO group, and have had
more time to read Lord Clancarty's speech, Para 18 of the
draft sveech might be expanded. You might also send Tord
Strabolgi the attached files on PQs by Lord Clancarty: which
include the transcript of M Galley's 1974 broadcast.

4., I must stress that the Americans are the only country
known to have conducted a fully study of UF¥0s. The French, as
far as we know, have not. Inrd Clancarty claims that:

2, ¥r Galley said that UFOs were real but he did not
knovw where 1n2y came Ircm, 'TNls 18 NONSeNnse.
M Galley was somewhat vague (apparently. there was a
big UFO "flap“ at the time) but in essence said that
we should keep an opren mind, that the phenomena were
genuine and were reoorted by sensible people, and
that there were aspects to the phenomena difficult
to explain; but he seems to hove heen at pains to
avold suggesting that the phenomena were. due to alien”
space craft,

‘ | _




L]

5

16 Janvary 1979

N
REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

be That UPQ reports vere sent to a Centre in
where (e 1 ilod. fnis 1S Ltuoa A
tThe Tepl; ccenbeT 1977 (see attached ex uract
from Hansard). The latest signal from Paris
-indicates that the group has two full time people
and can call on the heln of others; the group vas
set vp in Fay 1977, but 4t has published nothing
A supplementary phone call fron Paris, based on
conversations with CHES, indicated that the group
had no plans to publish onything and was not sure
where it was going and would like a copy of the
Hansard z2ccount of the debate.

Ce That }M Galley said that gendarmes plav an imporhant
DYt _in 71V¢;ul£’i“0’). Wﬁclarnnﬁ exaxining burnt
mAar<s where Un0Os nad lended, 1 Galley said chat the
gendarmes mnake many uG&lCQU rﬁnorts (r 1ch in sum
were "actually qulto disturblpg") and that a few
of them reported "changes in the vround" »

I suggest para 18 be amended to read as follows:

"The Noble Farl claims that M Galley, in a 1974 broadcast
gaid that UFOs were real but he did not know where they
came from., I have read -the transcript of M Galley's speech,
and nowhere did he say that "UPOs were real” in the gense
that they represent alien space craft. The essence of

what he éaid was that the phenomena were genuine ard were
reported by responsible people, and that there were aspects
to the phenomena difficult to explain., It is épparently
correct that a small grbup was set up in France in May

1977 to look at reports of UFO&, but we are advised that
the group has not publlohed anything"

MB 8245
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1. [Heetpleal offgety. Lord Clamearty ssid that UFOs

cause electrical interference and have been responsible for
powér failures. The Colorado Study encuired into this subject,
They found no evidence that any power failure in the US had been
related to a UFQC report. Electrical effects are another matter.
Several of the phenomena which generate UFO reports produce
electrical fields, for example dust devils, fire balls, ball
lightning. Ball lightning is a strange phencmenon, in which a
glowing or burning ball may drift near the ground or even high
in the air. Ball lightning has been known to drift along tele-
phone or power lines; so too has St Elmo's Fire; it may be one
of these phenomena that Lord Clancarty's photograph portrays.

24 Varietv of shavpes, sizes and colours of UFOs. It.is not

surprising'that Lord Clancarty has commented on the great
variety of shapes, sizes and cclours of UFCs: the phenomena

being reported are legion: and unrelated.

%. - Nany astronauts have gseen UFQs. The Colorado Study

exahined the reports made by astronaﬁts. The astronauts were

of course required to report everythine unusual perceived on their
missions, and many strange phenomena were noted. All of the
rhenomena except three were explained, There was nothing at

all to suggest that the unex?lained sightings were alien space
craft, and +the limited visibility from the small and smeared

windows of the space craft did not make visual observation e&%y.?
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e Lo extra-terrcsvial vehicles?

4. Does not the radar evidence confirm thet the Tew Zealand
) signtings relat

Ho. It is by no means-sure that the visual and radar
reports actvally relate to the same phenomena. esides, wradar
is at least as fallible as the human eye. For example, some of
the transmitted radiation may go out in urusual directions and
‘be reflected back; there is a varlety of false echoes: and local

conditions way affect radar,

5 o The Arncld Sighting, T am told that the US Air Force

attributed the 1947 sighting by Arnold to a mirvage effect,

6. Could Tord Strabolgi exnlain the cases of the UFO
gucted by [ord Clancaxrtv?

oo s

It is unwise to try to assess such reports without
access to the primary information., One would have to see the
statements of the different witnesses, and to know such things
as precise course of the observers, the bearings of the observations,
and the atmospheric and other conditionsa There is always a risk
that such stories will have been emb®llished with each successive
telling. /I note that, for the Teheran incident, Lord Clancarty
has quoted as his primary source an article in the Daily Express
last February, when that newspaper was drumning up interest in
UFOs in connection with the premiere of the film "Close

Encounters of the Third Kind"/.
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countries. She has extended and ex-
pinded in the best possible way our whole
approach to aid, and should like it made
ab§o \L\tely clear that that is what we
mr;;ant. .

{ shokld like to give the noble Lord
apother Quotation from his article. He
said that Yn this particular project the
Godvernmenys case was based on less
clevated political motives ™. In answer
to 'this T shouly like to give one quotation
from a recent ariicle of my right honourable

rights, whether it t
Indonesia, Chile, or
theiSoviet Union ™.

1 am most gratefd! for the support I
have received tonight F{om my two noble
friends—indeed a powenful and impressive
combination, and from\the noble Lord,
Lord Avebury, in anothé powerful con-
tribution. I think now\ that on the
question of aid for Bolivia\we must look
to the future. We shall nod go back on
our decision about the tin miNing project.
As I have said, our offer of assistance has
been welcomed, and our comn itment to
help when we can find the righf\ projects
is a firm one. The Government’s yeasons
for deciding against the mining rojects
are good ones. They are perfectly well
understood by the Bolivian Governgent,
and we look forward to mutually Satis-
facgory relations over new projects.

take into account human
Cambodia or Uganda,
holivia, Czechoslovakiz or

WRITTEN ANSWERS

+  UNIDENTIFIED FLYING
i OBIJECTS

The Earl of CLANCARTY asked
Her Maiescy’s Government:

Whether they are aware that in
.France, since lst September 1977, a
isection for the study of unidentified
‘fiying objects has been set up in the
{National Centre for Space Studies in
i Toulouse, under the direction of
i Monsieur Claude Poher, a distinguished
scientist, and that this body is sponsored
'upon the French Ministry of Industry
+and Research; and whether there is a
" similar scientific organisation under
' Government sponsorship in the United
+ Kingdom to study unidentified flying

721
.

{6 DECEMBER 1977]
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Answers

objects, working closely with the French
one. :

The MINISTER of STATE, DEPART-
MENT of EDUCATION and SCIENCE .

(Lord Donaldson of Kingsbridge): Her
Majesty’s Government understand that a
study group called the Groupe d’Etudes
sur les Phenomenes Aerospatiales Non-

+ C—

Identifies (GEPAN) has been set up under © -
the French Ministry of Industry, Com- !

merce and Artisans at the
Centre for Space Studies in Toulouse.

The group has no formal links with the ;

United Kingdom, and we have no similar
scientific , group to study unidentified
objects or phenomena.

LEGAL AlD REFUSALS

Lord CHITNIS asked Her Majesty’s
Gov&rnment:

Whether they will list in the Official
Repyrt the number of applications for
legal\aid which have been refused for
each\ear since 1970 and whether they
will classify this information according
to the\following categories:

(a) wWhere the Supplementary Benefits
Colmission have determined the
appljcant’s disposable income at an
amo&nt greater than the limit;

(b) wheye the Supplementary Benefits
Comnyission have determined the
applicAnt’s disposable capital at
an amdunt greater than the limit;

(c) where\the preceedings to which
the application related are not
proceedings for which legal aid may

be given;
(d) where the applicant has not
shown that he has reasonable

grounds for\ taking, defending, or
being a party to the proceedings;

(e) where it appears unreasonable
that the applisant should receive
legal aid in the\particular circura-
stances of the casg.

The LORD CHANQELLOR: The
aveiiable information is sef out below in
two tables. No informatiop is available
about category (¢) and compined figures
only are available for categori (a) and (b).
In England and Wales combiped figures
only are available for categories (d) and (e).
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UFO DEBATE
pQ 8530/B dated 19 Jamuary 1979.

Ref:

In addition to the thanks of Lord

Strabolgi, pUS(Air) has asked me to
write and express his appreciation of

a difficult Jjob well done.

19 January 1979
PS/DUS(ALr)
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PQ 8530/B Copy to:
PS/UQ of
T

DI )9
Ops(GE) Zb(RAF)—

Head of S4(Air)

UFO DEBATE IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS ON
187 H JANUARY 19/9

Lord Strabolgi has asked me to write and thank you for all
the trouble whloh you took to prepare the gpeech for him to make
on UFOs on belalf of the Government at last night's debate.

2. Lord Strabolei was particularl rateful for your attendance -
and that of“ and # in the Box throughout
the debate. Lord Strabolgi told me after the debate that he

thought it had gone very well and that he had covered in sufficien
detail most of the points raised by various Peers during the cours
of the debate. He does not propose to initiate any letters to
Peers concerned on any points which he may not have dealt with in
detail, It may, however, be that they will write to him. If so

I will, of course, take your advice.

3. I am returning to you with this minute various papers which
you gave to me for my use during the debate.

19th January 1979

APS‘SE%%ETARY OF STATE

i s s e Je “"%j

i
1 &
i
!
i
i



REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

5o

Copy to:

ps/Us cf S (RAF)
PS/CS(RAF)
PS/DUS(Air)
ACS(G) (RAF)

DI 55

—>0ps (GE) 2b (RAF)
Head of DS 8

DPR (RAF)

PQ 8530B

Head of S4 (Air)

LORDS DEBATE ON UFQOs : 18th JANUARY 1979 A1
-
Thank you for your minutes D/S4(Air)/8/3 of 15th and 16t
January forwarding a revised draft of the speech for
Lord Strabolgi and additional background information
respectively.

2. I have discussed the revised speech with Lord Strabolgi
and have made further - largely editorial - amendments.
/7 I attach a copy of a letter which I handed to Lord Strabolgi .
last night together with a fresh copy of the speech itself.
Lord Strabolgi will be reading the speech again today and
will let me know as scon as possible whether he wishes to have

the briefing meeting which you and -have pcnc:llled
in for 1130 tomorrow.

3. You might like to know that the debate is causing a fair
amount of interest in the House of Lords. In addition to the
Earl of Clancarty others taking part will include (in the
following order) Lord Trefgarne, the Earl of Kimberley,
Viscount St Davids, Lords Rankeillour, Kings-Norton, Gladwyn
and Hewlett, the Bishop of Norwich, Earl Halsbury and
Viscount Oxfuird {who will be making his maiden speech).

4, We will not know for certain when the UFO debate will

start. It depends, of course, on how long the earlier

business takes, but it is unlikely to start before 1800. We

will keep in touch with the House of Lords throughout the

course of tomorrow afternoon and early evening and we will

let you know as soon as we are uneeded. The debate is likely
- to last for between two and three hours.

us oo . ' F5: ssds
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5 In view of the likely Press interest in this subject I
am copying this minute and the draft speech to DPR(RAF) with
the request that he pass his copy to the Duty Press Officer.
I would be grateful if you would consider whether the DPO
needs any additional information; and, if so, 1f you would

provide it direct.

17th January 1979
- APS/SECRETARY OF STATE
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MINISTRY OF OEFENCE
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SW1

Teﬂephon_

PQ 8530B . 16th January 1979

- éézka% &%ﬁ?ff J@%wmé%f%@é / ~ _
Following the meeting which you held with Mr Stevens
and myself on Friday 12th January the draft speech for you
to make in response to the Earl of Clancarty's Unstarred
Question on Thursday 18th January has been amended. I
/ attach a folder containing the revised version which
follows the line which you agreed.

I also attach a more detailed background note, and,
as you requested, the transcript of the BBC television .
programme on UFOs in which the Earl of Clancarty appeared
/ and in which a Mrs B vas interviewed and alleged that
she had been told by telephone to say nothing about her
alleged sighting of a UFO. I do not suggest, unless you
- particularly wish to do so, that you read the transcript;
but the parts in which you expressed an interest are on
—pages 23 and 24 (Mrs{J I and pages 26 - 29 (Loxd
Clancarty).

When we spoke on the telephone yesterday you stressed
the need for your speech to touch on Lord Clancarty's
reference to Monsieur Galley's attitude to UFOs. This is
covered briefly in the paragraph at the bottom of page 10,
I attach, as you requested, a copy of the actual transcript

/ of the interview with M. Galley.

* —The Box party for Thursday's debate will be Mr SN
Mr — Miss —and myself.
. | | .

. [ J
Fraa.y T R Chn

Private Secretary

©




I am grateful to the Noble Earl; the Earl of Clancarty
for initiating this debate on UFOs., The’subject hasbﬁeen
of considerable interest in ﬁhis country, and I hope our
discussion will help to increase pﬁblig understanding.

My Lords, there are undoubtedly many strangé phénomena
in the skies, and it can be readily‘accepted that most UFO
repofts are made by calm and responsible people. However,
there are generélly straightforward explanations to account
Afor the phenomena. There is nothing to convince the
\ GovernmgntAthat there has e&er beeﬁ a single visit by an
~alien sﬁgce craft, let alone ghe millions of visits |
suggested by the Noble Earl.

My-Lords, we live in a huge:universe. At speeds
currently possible it would take at least three years to
reach Pluto ét the edge of our solar system. Even if we
could one day achieve velocities approaching the speed of
1igﬁt it would take over four years to reach the nearest

star. There are 100,000 million stars. in our galaxy alone,

which it would take 100,000 years to cross at the speed of

T
L
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light. Beyond our own galaxy the distances become even

more daunting: the Andromeda galaxy»is over Z million light

years away, aﬁd that is in our own local group of galaxies.
‘The evidence suggests that there is no intelligent

.

life on the other planets of our own solar system. There

are different views about whether there might be life else-
where in the universe, but certainly there is no serious
positive evidence to show that there is.

If there were an advanced civilisation elsewhere in

the univéfse, with the technblogy to traverse these colossal’
distanceg, there are many éﬁestions to be»answe£ed. What

is thevé;int of this alleged huge number of visits to our
vﬁlanet over three decades or more, to no apparent purpose?
There séém to be internal inconsistencies in the idea. To
put it simply: if these alleged aliens prefer to keep out
of the way, the number of reported "sightings" would surely
~only be a tiny pbrtion of the actual UFO movements, whi;h
would run inéb many millions. If they do ﬁot prefer to pasé

‘unnoticed, we could surely expect unmistakable appearances.,

Now, my Lords, why have they never tried to communicate with
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us? Why has there been no evidence on radio? And no

correlative evidence on radar for such a huge number of

movements? Why has not a single artefact been found?
—— e

Why is there not a single convineing photggraph, particularly
for the many alleged landings? - . ) ’ -

Assuming that each visit does NOT represent a journey
from a distant star, where are these "alien space craft"

supposed to be hiding? Now that the idea of such bases

on the moon or on another planet in our solar system is

'fbarely tenable, ufologists have had to claim that the

"aliens" are based in the depths of the sea, or in a great
hole in the earth, or even that they come from invisible

universes and other space-time continua. Anyone who accepts

the hypothesis of large numbers of alien visitations seems

forced towards explanations that are ever more fantastic,

and incapable of either proof or disproof.
My Lords, as I have said, there really are many
-remarkable things to see; and most UFO reports relate to

actual phenomena reported by calm and responsible people. r

But, my Lords, let us consider the phenomena themselves:

/ hl.lge « o s e
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a. huge quantities of space debris enter our
atmosphere, as meteors, meteqriﬁes, fireballs;

b. bright planets and even the moon or stars

 have been}reported as UFOS; in unusual atmospheric
conditions; )

c. there are tricks of light on cloud, and
particular cloud structures;

d. there is St Elmo's Fire, ballwiighting, aﬁd
Aurora Borealis;_ |

e. there are some 5,000 man~made objects in orbit;-
ﬁéate}lites andAdebris,néomevof which can be seen
by<£ge naked eye, some through binoculars. About
600 such man-made objeéts re-enter the atmosphere
evefy year; the quantity is far less than natural
space debris, but, my Lords, the phenomena can be
astonishing. Last April the Ministry of Defence
received reports of a large piece of debris re-

. entering across the South of England: most reports
were factual, but one sﬁoke of an "oval thing with

a white cockpit which hovered for a while then shot

/ off ...

W s



" Frouse-of fouds
.

off at great speed". My Lords,we cannot prove
that this was not a UF0O, but it o§curred at the
same time and piaee as known reweﬁtry of debris;
“f. many repofts.relate to aircraft seem in
unusual conditions at unusual anéies. One recént
"UFO" was confidently reported on local radio.

| o
Again, my Lords, wé cannot prove that it was not a
'V"UFO", but we do know that an RAF Vulcan bomber oﬁ
a low flying mission passed the same spot at the

‘same time and on the same course as the reported

o UFO; S

i

»g. féircraft lights have led to UFO reports; and.
.distant-aircraft with landing lights on; flares
from aircraft, short condensation trails lit by
'_the éﬁn after dusk, light reflected from aircraft;
H. other phenomena include meteorological

béllodns. The Meteorological Officeeﬂpne releases

- 50 such Balloons every day,'which expand to 40eret.
in diameter and riseAto iO0,000 feet and can be

lit by the sun after dark. Many.otﬁer organisations

/ use ...
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use balloons, some much largers
i. meteorological searchlights shine on clouds:
the beamn itéelf cannot be seen; only a point 6f
light in the sky; | |
je there are hot air balloons and kites; even
‘birds have been reported as UFOs; lights on
distant towers; car headlights on distant hills;
dust devils; and airbérne debris‘carried by the
- wind;
k. there are some ~very effective aerial hdaxes}
which have been perpetrated by children - which
I”will not describe fqr fear of precipitating a
new rash of UFOs.
My Lords, all these phenomena can be misinterpreted
»by the most sensible observers, particularly whén seen
unexpectedly and briefly andAin unusual atmospheric
conditions. vThis is what opponents of the natural explanations
forget. Witﬁ distortions of light, and mirages;‘the most
commonplace things can be so changed as to be barely
'recoghisable. Phenomenazseen through glass are suspect,

/ There .,. __
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- There are phenomena generated within the eyeball. And

there are optical illusions: one scientist whose task
includes watching satellites describes how, when observing

stars near moving clouds, he finds it difficult to escape

clouds.

A very substantial American study by the Uﬁiversity
of Colorado in 1968'reported some 50 examples of such
phenomena, but added that it was "impossible and potentially
misleading to try to tabulate all of the possible causes of
UFO perception: éhére are simply tbomany.“

My Lords, there really are tens of thousands of

‘strange things to be seen. It is the custom to call such

phenomena "UFOs", and to transpose this easily into "alien

space craft". Often the appearance is too fleeting and

the description too imprecise for a particular cause to

be attributed. What we can say is that there is a great
variety of plain explanations. There is no need for the =,

far-~fetched hypothesis 6f alien spaée craft,

/ To ...
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To these genuine sightings we must add hallu~

cinations; the excited tales of the gullible; and the

/

émbellishmentg of the born story-teller. There are even,
I fear, occasional downright lies.

Thére are also indicétions that ufologists accept
reports of UFOs uncritically. The Noble Earl, the
" Earl of Clancarty referred to a papyrus found among the
paﬁers of a Professor Tulli recording flying saucers
during the reign of Thutmose III. The Colorado Report,
which I mentioned earlief, epquired into the Noble Earl's
account of this story. The alleged papyrus could not bé
tfaced, butvinternal‘evidence in the tfanslatiﬁn suggested
~a fake; enquiries.with the Vaticaﬁ Museum also suggested
that Tulli, an amateurbEgyptologist, had been taken in
by a faké.

There is.a category of UFO cases difficult to
expléin, because the description is too vague or the
e§idence téo remote, coupled pefhaps with a coincidence
of.different phenomena and with exceptional conditions.
If gne accepts that there are natural explanations that
S  /could ... -

. -
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could account for most éightimgs, it is an enormous
and irrational jump to claim that the residue of difficult
‘cases constitute alien space craft - when there is no
positive evidence that they do constitute alien space
craft. J
My Lords; I shoéld mention the famous "UFO" reported
o&er the United Kingd;m on the night of 31st December
i978. The phenomenon was probably the re-entry of a
- ——launcher associated with the Russian space satellite
COSMOS 1068 launched on 26th December. Of over 100 reports
'reaéhing the Ministry of Defence, nearly all were factual |
’énd'éonsistent with the re-entry of sateilite debris.
| The recent sightings in New Zealand attracted
v?worid&ide éublicity, and we understand that the
Néw Zéalaﬁd Government may make an armouncement when the
facts have been assembled and appraised. Prgliminary
advicé}from:our High Commission in New Zealand showé.
cd%fident exﬁectétion that ﬁhe sightings will érove to be

- due to natural phenomena.

/ My Lords, ...
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My Lofds,vit is not for me to speak in this House
for other Governments. I would, however, say to your
Lordships that in 1968 the United States' Air Force
commnissioned the University of Colorado to carry out
an independent study into ﬁhe UFO phenomena. The Qery
substantial and detailed réport was published in 1969,
Its main conclusion was, and I quote, 'nothing has come

from the study of UFOs in the past 21 years that has

- added to scientific knowledge". The findings were

endorsed-by a Panel of the National Aéademy of Sciences.

I understand tha£ nothing has happened since 1969 to

cause the US authorities to chanée their views or to

warrant further official iﬁvestigaﬁion of UFOs. It may

be, as the Noﬁle Earl, the Earl of Clancarty has said,

that President Carter once reported a "sighting'": but

My Lords, as I have stressed there is a world of

différencevbetween reports of phenomena and the existence

§f alien space craft. . g s
My Lords, the Noble Eari, in his introductory

speech, suggested that the French Minister of Defence in

1974 said'that UF0s were real but that he did not know .. -

L ee
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where they came.fromo I have read the transcript of
Monsicur Galley's broadcast. My Lords, the essence of
what Monsieur Galley said was that the pheriomena were genuine
and were reported by responsible people; and thaﬁ there
were aspects which were difficult to explain. Nowhere did
he say that "UFOs were real in the sense that they repre- -
sent alien space craft. |
My Lérds; it has been suggested that our own
Government is involved in an alleged conspiracy of silence.
I cén assure yéur Lordships that the Government is not
engaged in any such conspiracy. The Ministry of Defence
examines any UFO reports received to establish whether
they reveal anything of defence interest, but nothing in
the reports examined has ever given cause to believe
that tgey represent alien space craft. My Lords, there
is ﬁothing to have a conspiracy of.silence aboﬁt. What
is more, a visitor from Outer Space would be one of the
great'évent§ in history. My Lords, scientists are an
iﬁduisitive lot. If there was anything in the stories
of UFOs we would expect many serious scientists to be
devoting mich effort to studying or making contact with

these supposed aliens, but the scientific community seems .-

a
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as unimpressed as the éovernment. The idea of a conspiracy
of silence belongs to the world of James Bond.

My Lords, at the United Nations recently members
of the Special Political Committee, fdllowimg speeches
abouf UFés'by the rearesentatives of Grenada, agreed on

v'Qaucqnsensus resoluti%n that provides, at Grenadan expense,
for a study group towmonitor information on ﬁFOs
supplied by any interested United Nations' member state
and for the group to present its findings to the Outer
Space Committee séme time in 1979. The Noble Earl, the
Earl of Clancarty may, therefore, be satisfied that
'HGrenéda and.such other countries who choose will be makiﬁg
‘a reportlto an international férum. However, Her Majesty's
GOQernﬁent has no plans eithérxto provide information
:about UFOs or to involve itself in any other'way with the
study group. |

TI repeat that I am grateful to the Noble Farl, the
Egrl of Clancarty for raising the subject; and I am
.particularly~grateful té him for informing me in advance

of the points which he proposed to make to vour Lordships.
P
& / However ...
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However, from all I have said, I hope that your Lordships
will agree thagfthere is no reéson for my right honourable
friend the Secéetary of State for Defence to make a
broadcast interview about UF0Os. As fér telling the éublic_
the trutﬁ about UFOs, the truth,.my Loxrds, is simple. |
There réally are many strange phenomena in the sky, and
these are invariably reported by calm and sensible

people. But there is a wide range of perfectly sensible

. Texplanations to account for such phenomena. M& Lords,
there is nothing to suggest to Her Majesty's Government
that such phenomena are in any way comnected with the

idea of alien space craft.

-l
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Attached is a revised draft of the closing address,
baged on our further discussions with Lord Strabolgi.

2e We are still awaiting advice from Paris about the French
UFO group. :

15 Januvary 1979
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T am grateful to the Noble Xarl, the Barl of Clancarty
for initiating this debzte on UFOs, The subject has been of
considerable interest in this country, arnd I hope ocur

discussion will help to increase public understanding.

2 There are undoubtedly many strange phenomena in the skies,
and it can be readily accepted that most UFO reports are made
by calm and responsible people. However, there are straight-
forward explanations to account for the phenomena. There is
nothing to convince the Government that there has ever been a
single visit by an alien space craft, let alone the millions

of visits suggested by the Noble Earl.

3 My Lords, we live in a huge universe. At the speeds currently
achievable it would take at least 3 years to reach Pluto at the-
edge of our solar system. Eiep if we could one day achiev.ei\;F
velocities approaching the speed of 1%ghﬁ it wouldigake over four
years to reach the nearest star. Ther'e are 100,005 million stars
in our galaxy alone, which it would take 100,050 years to cross

at the speed of light. Beyond our own galaxy the distances become
even more daunting: the Andromeda galaxy is over 2 millibn light

years away, and that is in our own local group of galaxies,

4, The evidence suggests that there is no intelligent life on
the other planets of our own solar system. There are different
views about whether there might be life elsewhere in the universe,
but certainly there is no serious positive evidence to show that

there is,
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. He Tf there were on advanced civilisati ion elusevhere in the

universe, with the technology to traverse the coloscal distances,

there are many quegtions to be answered. What is fthe point of
this alleged huge number of visits to our planet over thrse

decades or more, Lo no apparent purpose? There seem Lo be
internal inconsistencies in the idea. To put it simply: if
these aliens prefer to keep out of the way, the number of .
"sightings" must be a tiny portion of the actual UFO movements,
which must run into many millions: if they do not, we would
expect unmistakable appearanceé. Now, why have they never tried
to communicate with us? Why has there been no evidence on radig?
And no correlative evidence on radar for such a huge number of

movements? Why has not a single artefact been found? VWhy is

“there not a gingle convincing photograph, particularly for the

many alleged landings?

6. Assuming that each visit does NOT represent a journey from
a distant star, where are these "alien space craft" supposed to

be hiding? With the moon and planets barely tenable, ufologists.

~have had to claim that the ™Maliens" are based in the depths of

the sea, or in a great hole in the earth, or even that they come

- from invisible universes and other space-time continua. Anyone

who accepts the hypothesis of large numbers of alien visitations
geems forced towards explanations that are ever more fantastic,

and incapable of either proof or disproof.

Te Let us consider the phenomena themselves. There really are
many remarkable things to see: and most UFO reports relate to

actual phenomena reported by calm and responsible people:
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Huge quantities of space debris snter our
atmosphere, as meteors, meteorites, fire-

balls.

Bright planets and even the moon or stars
have been reported as UFOs, in wwusual

atmospheric conditions,

There are tricks of light on cloud, and

particular cloud structures.

There is St Elmo's Fire, ball lighting,

Aurora Borealis.

There are some 5000 man-made objects in orbit,
sateilitesAand debris, some of which can be seen by
the naked eye, some through binoculars. About 600
re-enter the atmosphere every year: the quantity

is far less than natural space deﬁris, but the

' phenomena can be astonishing., Tast April MOD

received reports of a large piece of debris
re-entering across the South of England: most
reports were factual, but one spoke of an "“oval
thing with a white cockpit which hovered for a
while then shot off at great speed". We cannot
prove it wasntt a UPO, but it occurred at the same

time and place as known re-entry of debris.
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Many reports relate to aircraft seen in unusﬁ&l
conditions at unusual angles. One recent HUROY
was confidently reported on local radio: we
cannot prove that it was not a “URO", but we
do kunow that an RAF Vulcan PBomber on & low
flying mission passed the same gpot at the same

time and on the same course as the reported UFO.

Mrcraft lights have led to UFO reports: and
distant aircraft with landing lights ong flsares

from aircraft, short condensation trails 1it by

- the sun after dusk, light reflected fromaircraft.

Meteorolegical balloons. The Met Office alone
releases 50 every day, which expand to 40 foot
diameter and rise‘to 100,000 feet and can be 1lit
by the sun after dark. Meny other organisations

use balloons, some much larger.

Meteorological searchlights shine on clouds: you

cannot see the beam, only a point of light in the sky,.

There are hot air balloong; kites; even birds have
been reported as.UFOs; ligﬁts on distant towers:
car headlights on distant hillss dust devils; air-

borne debris carried by the wind,

There are some very effective aerial hoaxes which

have been perpetrated by children - which I will

not describe for fear of precipitating a new rash

of UFOs.
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8. A1l these phenomensz can be misinterpreted hy the most
sengible observers, particularly when geen unexpectelly and
briefly and in unusual atmospheric conditions., This is whai
opponents. of the natural explanations forget. VWith distortions

of light, and mirages, the most comuwonpiace things can be s0

changed as to be barely recognisable., Phenomena seen through

-glass are suspect. There are phenomena generated within the

eyeball, And there are optical illusions: one scientist whose
tagk includes watching satellites describes how, when observing
stars near moving clouds, he finds it difficult to escape the

illusion that the stars are flying past stationary clouds.

A9; A very substantial American study by the University of

Colorado in 1968 reported some 50 examples of such phenomena,
but added that it was "impossible and potentially misleading to
try to tabulate all of the possible causes of UFO perception:

there are simply too many".

10. There really are tens of thousands of strange things to be

“geen. It is the custom to call such phenomena "UFOs", and to

transpose this easily into "alien space crafi", Often the
appearance is too fleeting and the description too imprecise
for g particular cause to be attributed. What we can say is that

there is a great variety of pldn explanations. There is no need

for the far-fetched hypothesis of alien space craft,

11. To these genuine sightings we must add hallucinations:
and the excited tales of the gullible: the embellishments of the
born story-teller. There are even, I fear, occasional downright

lies,

- - 5 - . :
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accept reports
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12 There are alsc

of UF0s uncriticeally. The Noble Barl, the Barl of Clancarty
referred to a pépyfus found among the papers of a Professor
Pulli recordingiflying saucers during lhe reign of Thutmcse TIT.
The Colorado Report, which T mentioned earlier, enqguired into
the Noble Barlts account of this story. The alleged papyrus

could not be traced, but internal evidence in the translation

- suggested a fakes: enguiries with the Vatican Museum also

suggested that Tulli, an amateur Egyptologist, had been taken

in by a fake.

There is a category of UFC cases difficult to explain, because

<the description is too Va8W or the evidence too remote, coupled

perhaps with a coincidence of different phenomena and with
exceptional conditions. If one accepts that there are natural
explanations- that could account for most sightings, it is an
enormous and irrational jump to claim that the residue of

difficult cases constitute alien space craft - when there is

. no positive evidence that they do constitute alien space craft.

14, My Lords, I should mention the famous "UFO" reported over
the United Kingdom on the night of 31st December 1978.. The
phenomenon was piobably the re-entry of a launcher associated
with the Russian space satellite COSMOS 1068 launched on 26
December., Of over 100 reports reaching MOD, nearly all were

factual and consistent with re-entry of satellite debris.
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{5« The recem% sightiﬁgs in New Zealand attracted world-wide
publicity, and ﬁe understand that the New Zealand Government
may make an snnouncemsnt when the facis have been assenbled
and appraised, %Preliminary advice from our High Commission
in New Zealand Qhows confident expectation that the sightings

|
will prove to be due to natural phenomena.
16. The idea ofﬁthe Governmental conspiracy of silence is
remarkable. Ufologists know tﬁat if there had been UFQ activity
on anything like}the scale suggested it would have come to the

-~

direct attention of Governments.

17. The Noble Farl, fhe Farl of Clancarty has misconstrued

the United Stéteé position. In 1968 the US Air Force commissioned
the University o& Colorado to carry out an independent study into
the UFO phenomena., The very substantial and detailed report was
published in 196@. Its maiﬁ conclusion was (I quote): ‘nothing

has come from the study of UFOs in the past 21 years that has

added to scientific knowledge". Thé findings were endorsed by a
Panel of the National Academy of Sciences. IAunderStand that nothing
has happened siﬁme 1969 to cause the US authorities to change their
views or to Warrgnt further official investigation of UFOs. I%

may be, as the Néblé Barl, the Earl of Clancarty has said, that
President Carter}once.reported a "sighting": as I have stressed
there is a world%of difference between reports of pheﬁomena and

the existence of%alien space craft,
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18 Wy ILords, the Noble Rarl, in his introductory speech,
suggested that the French IMnister of Nefence in 1974 admit
to the existence of UFCs in a broadcast interview. The essence

of what M.Galley said was that there are things about URO

reports which were not understood and had not been explained,

19, Many ufoloéists seem convinced that our own Government is
inﬁolved in this alleged conspiracy of silence, I can only assure
your Lordships ﬁhat the Government is not engaged in any such
ccanspiracye. Thé Ministry of Defence examines any UFO reports
received merely?to establish whether they reveal anything of

defence interest@ but nothing in the reports examined has ever

'given cause to believe that they represent alien space craft.

'My Lords, there is nothing to have a conspiracy of silence about.

What is more, a visitor from Outer Space would be one of the
great events in history. Scientists are an inquisitiveilota If
there was anythihg in the stories of UFOs we would expeci many

serious scientists to be devoting much effort to studying or making

. contact with these supposed aliens., The scientific community seems

as unimpressed as the Government, The idea of a conspiracy of

silence belongs to the world of James Bond.

20. My lLords, at the ﬁnited Nations recently members of the
Special Politicai Committee, following speeches about UFOs by the
representatives éf Grenada, agreed on a concensus resolution that
provides, at Gremadan expense, for a study group to monitor
information on UEOs supplied by any.inﬁerested United Nations
member state and for the group to present its findings to the
Outer Spoce Committee sometime in 1979. Lord Clancarty may there-

fore be satisfied that Grenada and such other countries who choose

will be making a%report to an international forum. However,
1 _

| ‘ -8 -




the UK has no plans either to provide iufoermaticn sbout UF0:

in any other way with the study group.
of £ & o3 g %

or to involve

21« I repeat tbﬁt T am grateful to the Hobhle Iarl, the Earl Qf.

. Qlancarty for raisiﬂg the subject and for inferming me in advance
of the points which he propésed to make to your Lordships. Hovever,
from all I have $aid, I hope that Your Lordships will agree %hat
thereiis no reason for my Right Honourable Friend the Secretary

of State for Defence to make a broadcast interview about UFOs. As
for telling the public the truth about UFOs, the truth is simple,
There really are;many strange phenomena in the sky, and these are
reported by calmzand sensible people, But there is a wide range
'of perfectly senéible explanations to account for the phenomens,
and nothing to s@ggest toc Her Majesty's Governmenﬁlﬁhét there has

ever been a single visit by an alien space craft,
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M6 Continued

10, Lord Stzabol xi asked for a speech of
15«20 minutes plLo defensive material, The
draft is just under 3000 words, or 20 minutes
I have incorporated all suitable material in
the speech,including responses to the points
made by Lord Clancarty.

'1i¢ DES have been consulted and are contente.

10 January 1979

MB 8245 |
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PS/Secretary of State

Coby to:
PS/CS(RAF) |

ACS(G)(RAF ‘ : .

DI55 - .

Ops(GE) | . R L
Head of S4(A1r) . o . : ¥ o

US of S(RAF) has considered the draft closing
address. Whilst he would not disagree with the
general line taken, and whilst he accepts the
need for an objective approach towards this
subject, he feels that the current draft would
benefit from being toned down so as not to pour
gquite so much goovn on 'believers'.

®

12 January 1979 PAS/USofS(RAF)
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Copies to: PS/USofS(RATF)
S/DUS(Air)

)
S/CS(RAT) g without attachments
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ACS(G) (RS
IS5~ -
@ps(GE)_ (RAF
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LORDS DEBATE OH UFOs

‘Lord Stﬁabolgi agked for the transcript of the recent
BBC TV progr@mme on UFOs. A copy is a’vached, 4 -

¢ 60 e

2. I understand that Lord Strabolgi asked because he had

heard that Lord Clancarty had, on the programme, claimed

that MOD had told a woman to keep quiet about her UFO "close
encounter", That is not gquite what happened. A Mrs Bowles
stated (Footage 4217) that she had been told by telephone to
keep quiet. Creighton, the other leading ufologist on the
programme, referred to the "Governmental cover-up" (Footage 3198)
and later to Governmental pressure on newspapers (Footage 5277).
Lord Clancarty refers (Footage 5111) to something quite
different - "mysterious men in black" who come out of the hole
in the earth to put ufologists to silence {presumably the men

in black are related to Mrs Roestenbergt!s beautiful golden—
haired people, Footage 2318, and to Creighton's big-ecared tiree-
footers, Footage 3050). When the programme was first put out

in 1977 it led to two indignant letters to the Prime Minister

about "Governmental cover-up'. :

-~
13

s If Lord Strabolwi wishes 1o >
. ! PR . e
the following Dbe inserted in the 6

after the 2nd word:

D <

nt I ges
para line 9,
"Tn the recent BBC TV programme on UFOs there were

other references to a Governmental cover-up and to
pressure on newspapers, and one lady described how

she had been told to keep quiet about her "close
encounter": I can assure *he House that no-one in MOD
concerned with UFO reports has ever told anyone %o

keep quiet about UFOs, [Eowever much they may sometimes
have wished to do so/. |

. The rest of the transcript speaks largely for itself,
ard T will draw attention only to the following:

a, In Footage 236-506 two "UFO investigatcrs" refer
avihoriiively to a nuge glowing UFO which tuey
saw sweeping very low over West London on a Saturday
evening, but which apparently no-one else in Jonden
saw, _
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b. The Montana photorravh (Footage 645) is
notorious and perhaps typical, The photograph
marely shows two bright spots in the sky. The
USAF assessed that they were caused by light
reflected from two Air Force jets known to have
landed at a nearby airfield at that time, but to
ufologists they will always remain UFOs,

Ce Fo‘tage 894 refers to an actual film of a large
fire-ball meteor, & phenomena that has often
given rise to UFO reports: like so many genuine
phenomena, this was seen by hundreds of people,

d. Footage 4T790=5111 relates to Lord Clancarty's

theory of the "hollow earth" within which UFOs

are hiding, and to the 300 mile wide holé near

the North Pole.
5e I was perhaps remiss in not remarking on the three
"impressive! modern sightings quoted in Tord Clancarty's
speech. The general style of sightings is familiar:
authoritative statements which it is not possible to refute
without extensive and prompt on-the-spot investigation,
However, the Teheran 81gnt1ng is worth a mention: Lord
Clancarty's source document is a report in the Daily Express
of 27 February 1978 - when the Daily Express was drumming up
publicity for "Close Encounters of the Third Kind". This
suggests that Lord Clancarty's cases might fall into the same
undiscriminated category as others in his speech - the
"yvanishing Norfolks" and the Tulli papyrus, The Colorado
Report commented that many ufologists (encompassing ILord
Clancarty) don't bother to verify sources and "orbit around
each other in a merry UFO chase of mutual qguotation. If any
scientist or vcholar had behaved similarly, he would long
since have been hooted out o10 his prof9831on .

g Because "“ﬁ vhotographs may appear impressive, Lerd
sove Strabolgl may be interested to see the attached Dhotographg
analysed a fey days ago by of DI 55. Some

perfectly sensible people took some night phoitographs, which
on printing showed what appeared to be a UFO. ;*ts
analysis showed it to be due to a familiar form o alse

image within the camera system. It is interesting how, a week
after the photograph,the man received in conversation what seemed
like corroborative evidence that there were UFOs about (but at

a different place and time).

Te Lord Strabolgi may be interested to know that the "Christion
UFO Research Association" has circulated some papers to merbers
of the House of Lords in preparation for the Debate; and they

. have also sent us a book. The message seems to be that UF0s are
the work of the devil and designed to seduce mankind to a false
salvation. You now have that folder back and couvuld forward it
to Lord Strabolgi if he wants it, but the papers_are not
reconmended readiug,

12 January 1979
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PS/SofS(RAF) ~ through DUS(Air) and PS/USof3(Rir) iff’

Copies to: PS/C0S(RAF)
ACS(G)(RAF)
DI55 - !
Ops (GE)2b (RAF ) &~

Opposite is a draft closing address (Flag A)
for the Lords debate on UFUs, and a ;clglouni Hote
(Flag B); due at your office by 12 January 1979.

26 There is a temptation to eqguivocate about UFOs
because of the ﬁloﬂﬂhf that we might cne day mnazke
contact with peovle from dlctanf stars, and anyvey

the subject may seem RS SEC - Houcwer there is
nothing to indicate that ufology is anywhlng but
claptrap and no evidence of 'alien space craftl,

The UFO irdustry has prospered from guivocation

‘and, with 1979 veing heralded as 'the year of the

UFOst, it is hlgh]y desirable for HIG to inject

some massive conmmon sense into the business., ith

the impact of the film "Close Encounters of the Third
Xind", and the increasing efforts of the UFQ indusiry
and increasing publicity given to ite exponents, quite
sensible people may begin to wonder whether there rmight
not be something in ufolo gy, on the *twhere theref

smoke there's fire" DrlnClple. Less sensible people
may be increasingly confused and perhaps even worried,
to the increasins vrofit and encouragement of the UFO
industry. The subject will not go avav: the Departrent
and Ministers are likely to find themselves increasingly
involved and under pressure for formal statements; and
the popular and UFQO press are 11keiv to make all the
mileage they can out of the Lords bJUV, particularly
if there are sigus of e&ulvqcatwon or phrases that can
easily be misrepresented. It only needs one New Zealand
type sighting to involve this and other Departments in
a mass of useless work; and such a ‘sighting' we are
likely to get with the conbinuous encouragement to report
all strange phenomena as UFOs.

)

3 Accordingly, it is strongly recommended that the
Government adopt an unequlvcnal and uncompromising line.

4. A small difficulty has arisen because the FCO liag,
for purely tactical reasons unconnscted with UFOs,
acceded (with other countries) to a reguest by the
Government of Grenada for a UN study aroup (2t Grenadan
expense) to monitor information on UFGs. The wording
of that part of the draft speech has been based on a
contribution by ¥FC0; I am sending a copy of the draft
to FCO in case tﬂev have any final points on that para-
graph.

ar——r——
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V&6 Continued

2

Be The genzral line adopted in the draft speech

4s that there really are sirange phenomena in the

sky, but there are rational explanations for then,

g0 there ig no need to inbroduce the highly guestion-
able hypothesis of alien apace craft. In other words,
Occam's Razor,. g

6o The broad line was agreed by Lord Strabolgi at
his meeting in December, ' Lord Strabolgli asked for
further information about cosmic distances and the
difficulties of space travel. I have not included
this in the speech, because Lord Clancarty's "sky
people"” are evidently "paranormal" and can cross the
- light years in a trices but some facts are included
at the end of the background note, :

Te We have just received  the draft of Lord Clancarty!'s
speech (Flag C), indicating the points he would like
answered, It contains no surprises (except perhaps
that he has not touched upon the "paranormal'", which
seems central to his theories), and the changes -
entailed in the proposed speech were largely editorial.
Lord Strabolgi suggested commenting on detailed cases
produced by Lord Clancarty., I repeat the advice I

gave in December: it is most unwise to argue Such
cases, which tend to be remote and elusive but which
often cannot be refuted without exteunsive on-the-spot
investigation., Indeed, we should not fight on Lord
Clancarty's ground at all. However, I have included

in the speech a famous case of the "vanishing Norfolks"
quoted in one of Lord Clancarty's books, on which we
have advice from the Army Historical Branch; and I have
commented on the Professor Tulli papyrus which Lord
Clancayty mentions in his speech and which the US
"Colorado" Study" of 1968 assessed a fake.

8¢ I have included comments on the UK "UFQO" of 31
December 1978 and the New Zealand sighting. The
prelininary report from the High Commission is at Flag
D; we may update this before the debate.

9. BDS Washingbton have confirmed that there isg no
objection to our quoting the American position as
sketched in the speech; the bit about President Carter’ts
UF0 sighting ig an optional extra but is commonsense,
The Defence Attache in Paris is trying to find out more
about the French team allegedly studying UFOs,

Clas.
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10, TLord Strabolgi asked for a speech of
15-20 minutes plus defensive material, The
draft is just wnder 3000 words, or 20 minutes
I have incorporated all suitable material in
the speech,including responses to the points
made by Lord Clancarty. :

-'1%. DES have been consulted and are contente.

10 Januvary 1979
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UFQs =

There are 2 points of truth upon which the
great nyth of ufology is built:

FIRST: we live in a huge vniverse, with
100,000 million stars in our gslaxy
alone, which it would take 100,000
years to crossg even if we could
travel at the speed of light.
There are many remarkable things"
yet to be explained.

SECOND: There really are strange phenomens
in the skiesg, reported by calm and

responsible people,

2 It is this immensity of the universe which some-
times tempis even the most down-to-earth people %o
equivocate about UFOs. We can never be sure that

we will not, one day, make contact with beings from

a distant star.

3e But that is all; So let us have an end to

equivecation. Her Majesty's Government has no evidence
that a single alien space craft has visited earth, and
does not believe there is anything worth investigating

in the mass of rubbish produced by the UFO industry.

The general theme of the ufologists, that our planet

is bheing continuously overflown by alien space craft,

is nonsense,
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4 Th@ré.bave always been sitrange things to see in
the sky. Since World War I1 we have known the
developnent of powerful rockets, and voyages to the :
Moen and planets. Ve have'also geen the development

of science fiction, where space ships can be gwitched
to 'inter-stellar drive!' and cross the 2 million- light
years to Andromeda Galaxy in a flash. Ve have also |
geen the development of the UFO industry, which accepits
the devices of science fiction as proven fact and inter-
prets any unusual phenomena ss alien space craft. The
words 'UFQO! and ‘'alien space craft' have been firmly
implanted and readily epring %o mind when anything

strange is geen,

5. There really are strange things to see, Let me
gtress that wnost UFO feports relate to actual phenomena

seen by responsible people,

8, Every year huge guantities of space debris
enter our aitmosphere,as meteors, meteorites,

fire~balls,

be Brignt planets and even the moon or stars.
have been reported as UFO0s in unusual
atmospheric conditions. There are many
recorded cases of Venus being reported ag a

U0,
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Cs Thore are twicks of light on cload,
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particular cloud structurses.
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de There is 8t Blmot's Firve, ball lighting

Aurore Borealis,

€. And man-made satellites: there are some
5000 objects in orbit, satellites and
debris, some of which can be seen by the
naked eye, some through binoculars. Aﬁout
600 re-enter the atmosphere every year,
almost 2 each day: the quantity is far less
than natural space debris, but the phenomena
can be astonishing. Last April MCD reéeived
reports of a large piece of debris re-entering
across the South of England: most reports were
factual, but one spoke of an 'oval thing with
a.white cockplit which hovered for a while then
shot off at great speedf. We cannot prove it
wvasn't a UFO, but it occurred at the sanme
time and place as some known re-entry of

debris.

f. Many reporits relate to aircraft seen in
unugual conditions at uvnusual angles, at
high or low level. CO(ne recent 'UFQ' was
confidently reported-on local radio: we
cannot prove that it was not a 'UPOY, but we

do know that an RAF Vulcan Bomber on a low

flyine mission passed the same spot at the
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Meteorological balloons. The Met -Office
alone releases 50 every day, which expand
to 40 foot diameter and rise to 100,000
feet and can be 1lit by the sun after dark.
Many other organisations use balloons, some

much larger.

Meteorological ssarchlights shine on clouds:

.you cannot see the beam, only a2 point of

light spparently dancing in the sky.

There are hot air balloons: kites: even
birds have been reported as UFOs: lights on

distant towers: car headlights on distant

‘hills: dust deviles:; airborne debris carried

by the wind.

There is a wide variety of hoaxes. There

are sone very effectlive aerial hoaxes which
have been perpetrated by children - which I
will not describe for fear of precipitating

a new rash of UF0s.
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. can be wisinterpreted by
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fe A1 these phenomer
the nmost sengible obrervers, partlcularly vwhen seen
unexzpectedly and briefly and in unusual atwmospheric-
conditiong. This is what opponenta’of the natural
explanations forget., With distortions of light, and
mirages, the most commonplace things can be so changed
as to be unrecognisable. Any phenomena seen
through glags are suspect. There are phenomena
generated within the eyeball., And there are optical
illusions: one scientist whose task includes watching
satellites describes how, when observing stars near
moving clouds, he finds it difficult to escape the
1llusion that the stars are flying past stationary

clouds.

te A very substantial Americen study by the University
of Colorado in 1968 reported some 50 examples of such
Phenomena, but added that it was timpossible and
potentially misleading to try to tabulate all of the
possible causes of UFO perception: there are simply

too many'.

8. It is not surprising that Lord Clancarty should
comment on the wide varieties of shapes and sizes and
colours manifested by UFOs: the phenomena being observed

are legion and unrelated,
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Je There really are ftens of thousands of stronge
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things to be geen in the sky every Tt 1o the

custom to call such phenowens YUFGsY, and to itranspose
this too easily into ‘'alien space craft?. We cannot
prove that all of these phevomens are NOT alien space
craft. Often the appearance is too fleeting and the
description too imprecise for a particular cause to

be attributed. What we can say is that there is a

great variety of perfectly sensible explanations.

10, Ve must apply Occam's Razor. There are sensible

explanations that can account for the phenomena. VWhy

seek fantastic explanations in the resalm of magic?

11. TFrom these genuine sightings we can move to
hallucinations: and the excited tales of the gullibles

the embellishments of the born story-teller. There are
(v 4

also, I fear, downright lies, There are also the

embellishments of the convinced believer in UFOs, Wwho

will add to any piece of space debris & line of windowse

12, But what of these famous arrivals of UFOs, claimed
to be fully documented and authenticated by many
witnesses. Let me mention one, which Lord Clancarty
has described in his book HMysterious Visitors as ‘!one
of the mogt remarkable and ﬁnexplained nysteries of
modern timegt'. He claims that during the Gallipoli
campaign in 1915, 200 men of the Norfolk Recinent were

£ . P v Ao oo gl = o T -] gy LN b T S
advancing to the attack; a UFO descended in a cloud and

picked up the Fat@aliom end it wasg never heard of again.-
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Mnyone aware of the huge casgualiles alt Gellipoli will

He =
cIrie
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-
not be suwrprised

is tregic

rather then comic. A brigadé attack was h@l@ up by
machine-gun and artillery fire, but on the right
flank some 260 men of the Norfolks broke through the
Turkish lines into a wood. Not one returned. It was
only after the war that a Graves Registration Unit
found the bedieg, in circumstances confirming that they
had been killed fighting, A gallant and tragicbstory;

but not a great unexplained UFO mystery.

13, iord Ciancarty gquoted a papyrus found among the
papers of a Professor Tulli recqrding flying saucers
during the reign of Thutmose III. The Colorado Report,

which I mentioned earller, engulired into Lord Clancartyfs
account of this story. The original papyrus had - not

surprisingly - disappeared, but internal evidence in

the translation suggested a feke; Professor
only an amateur Egyphologist, and enquiries
Vatican Museum 8180 suggested that Tulli hed
in by a fake. The Colorado Study, coupling

another case where Lord Clancarty and other

Tulli was
with the
béen taken
this with

ufologiste

had been tzken in by a 13%h Century manuscript faked

by schoolboys, commented on the way ufologists argue

their so-called fcase histories' from secondary and
tertiary sources with no attempt to verify original

Sourcese.

7
- -
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murrmr fwhere there'ts snoke therels Liret., 411 that

is happening is that the UFO industry is malking a great
deal of smoke, o the confusion of common sense amd

to their own substantial profit.

15, There is & small category remaining, of cases
difficult to explain, where the description is too
vague or the evidence too remote, coupled also perhaps
with a coincidencg of unrelated phenomena and with
exceptional conditions. If one accepts that there
are many natural explanations to account for the
great bulk of sightings, it is an encrmoﬁg and
irrational juamp to claim thgt the small residue of
difficult cases constitute alien space craft - when
there is nof a flicker of positive eviden%e that they

do constitute alien space craft.

16. Arguing with ufologists on this count is like
trying 1o prove that damage to garden cabbages ié

NOT made by pixies, We can point out that the cabb&gés
are crawling with caterpillars. The ufologists will
insgist that the bites on the cabbagés match the patiern

of pixies' teeth. They will carry out fscientific?

studies gbout the nature of pixies, and the incidence

of pixies, and speculate wherve the pizies are hiding,
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They will admiv

L!E

'b")f caternille
can point to a single bite that c&ﬂeot actually be
proved to have been made by a ca te?ﬂ141°r, it is

therebyAprcved conclusively to have been made by a

pixie.

17. T should mention the famous ‘'UFO' reported over
the United Kingdom on the night of 31st December., The
phenomenon was probably the re-entry of a launcher
assecciated with the Russian space satellite COSMOS
1068 launched on 26 December., Of over 100 reporis
readhing MOD nearly all were factual and consistent
with re—entvy of satellite debris; however, one report
described a long train with bright lights down the
side, The case shows how, when there really is some-
thing big to see, we get many confirmatory reporits:
this contrasts with the occasional vivid phenomena
reported over a city by one individual but which no-

one elge appears to have seen,

18. The recent sightings in New Zealand attrécted
world-wide publicity, and we understand that the New
Zealand Government may make an announcement when the
facts have been assembled and appraiéed. Preliminary
advice from the High Commission shcows confident
expectation that the sightings will prove to be due
to natural phenomena‘ For fthe momént I will touch
upon only one aspect, the fact that phenomena wefe

percelived both visually and by radar,
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ig far from sure that the visuzal and radar sightings

ere of the game thing: there may have been seve

ifferent phenomena observed. Secondly, ¥

some people tend to think of radar as conclysive

scientific evidence, it can in some ways be more

eagily deceived than the human eye. Some of the

ral

*bereaﬁ

Possibilities being suggested are technical radar

problems known as anomalous propagation and clear

air turbulence: flocks of birds: dust clouds:

refraction: even (strange thourh it may seem)

shipping. A separate source has suggested giant

weather balloons. Ve will pvooably learn in due

course. Perhaps we willveven be left with some

uncertainties., Any uncertainty; however small, w

i1l

be pounced on by the ufologiste as conclugive proof

that the phenomena were alien space craft.

19, Meanwhile the demage to common sense has be

done., With

en

the New Zealand sighting and the debris

re-entry over Britain, 1979 hasg been confidently

heralded as the Year of the UF0. On so little

evidence,

- 10~
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20, Let us gl the sort of
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by Lord Clancarty and othor ufologists,
s £ % . SiE Yy N7 SRR . 1] EAPT . -
implies thsre have beesn vast numbers of sighiings

Some ufologists put the figure in milllons. IHow,

fed

>

there is a strange thing about these huge nunbers,

To put it in simple terms: either these aliens prefer
t0 keep out of the way, ¢y they dentt. If they prefer
to keep out of the way, wé must asgume that the number
of 'sightings! ig a tiny proportion of the ac%uél UFO
fgorties?, which must run into many millions. If they

-don't one would expect some unmistakable appearances.,
21 . But look at their strange record:

a, Not a single artefact has been found, no
bent-pieees, no accidents from perhaps
milliong of sorties, nothing. The
ufologists have an answer: the CIA has

hidden all the bits.

Be There is no correlative evidence on our

radar for this huge number of movements.

Ce There has been no radio contact (far easier

than space travel) and no evidence on radio.,

de. There have been no convineing photographs.

_

s
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€@ There has been no approach 1o Governments,

ufclogists have an answar: there is an
inter~Governmental conspiracy of silence,

initiated by the CIA,

22, There is no internal consistency about the idea

of this buge number of sightings. If the UFQ; have come
from gnother solar system, why this huge number of
visits to our planet, to no apparent purpose This

was once explained by the claim that aliens had advance
bases the other side of the moon, or on another planet
in our solar system. As that has becoms untenable ever
moyre fantastic explanations are advanced., In a recent
TV broadcast Lord Clancarty claimed that the UFOs are
based in a great hole in the eérth. Elsewhere he has
claimed that they have bases in remote pérts of South
America, or in the depths of the oceans, He has claimed
(I quote): "UFOs are paranormal, that is from invisible
universes", They comg from “other space~-time continua™,
The explan:tions get more and more fantastic, and more

and more incapable of either proof or disproof,

23. The idea of the Governmental conspiracy of silence
is truly remarkable. The ufologists are fully aware

that if there had been UF0 activity on anything like

("‘)

- o Ken?

the scale sug reested 1t must have come to the direct

attention of CGovernnents.
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24, Tord Clancerty has totally misrepresented the
: s s B L B YA S i -lw:'_u,‘ -y
United States position., In 1968 ths US Air Force

conprehensive study into the UFQO phenonenas,
independently of the Alr Torce. That study was led

by a distinguished scientist, Dr Zdward Condon, and

its very substantial and detailed report was

published in 1969. Its main conclusion was (I quote):
"nothing has come from the study of UFOs in the past

21 years that hasg added to scientific knowledge'.

The findings were endorsed by a Panel of the National
Academy of écien;es; which concluded that the least
likely explanation of UFOs was-the hypothesis of
extre—~terrestial visitations, I understand that
nothing has happened since 1969 to cause the US
authorities to change thelr views or to warrant further
official investigation of UFOs:. It may be that President
Carter once reported a ¥sighting': ag I have stressed
there really are strange things to see, and there is a
world of difference between a report of phenomena and

the existence of alien space crafte.

25. Lord Clancarty suggests that the French Minister
¢f Defence in 1974 admitted to the existence of UFOs
in a broadcast interviéw. In fact the essence of

what I Galley said was that there are things about UFO
reports which were not understood and had not been

explained,
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Clancarityts own magazine contains an article

3

misreprecenting correspondence with MOD so ag o
suggest that MOD accepts the exist

P
{mte

is investigating them., Another UFO magazine recently
fabricated a report supposed to show that MOD had
secret agencies engaged in the systeratic examination

of UFO0s. In fact MOD has no specialist staff on UFQCs,

and examines any UFQ reports merely to establish whether

they reveal anything of defence interest. Nothing in
the reports examined has ever given any cause to-

believe that they represent alien space craft.

27. A teiling argument against ufology is that the
gcientific community is unnmoved, A vigitor from Cuter
Space would be one of ﬁhégreat events in history.
Scientists are an inquisitive lot. If there was any-

thing in ufology we would expect many serious scientists

to be devoting much effort to studying or making contaet

with thege supposed aliens., The scientific community

seems as unimpressed as the Government.

28, At the United Nations recently members of the
Special Political Committee, following speeches about
UFOs by the representatives of Grenada, agreed on a
concensus resolution that provides, at Grenadian
expense, for & study group to monitor information on

o

UF0s supplied by any interested United Bations member
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the Outer Space Commitiee sometime in 1979. Loxd

Clancarty may therefore be satisfied that Grenada
and such other countries who choose will be making
a report in an inter-Governmental forum., However,
the UK has no plans either {to provide information
about UFCs or to involve itself in any other way with

the study group.

.29, I certainly do not intend to invite the Secretary
of State for Defence to give a broadcast interview
about UFGs. As for informing the people of this
country about UFOs, it may be thaf, should people
become seriocusly concerned, we will take steps to
publicise the true position. If so, we will say that
there reslly are tens of thousands of strange phenomena
to be seen in the sky, and these are often reported by
highly respohsible people; that there is a very big
range of natural explanations for the phenomena; and
that there is no evidence whatsoever that a single
alien space craft has ever visited earth, or that

ufology is anything but nonsense,
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1«  There iz a big difference between, on the one hand, the
vague belied which.mg@y sensible people hold, that we might
one day make contact with pecple from a distant ¢
the other, the claims of ufclogy thal our planet has been and
is being almost continuously overflown by alien spacecraft,
Meny ufologists claim that UF0s have been around for thousands
of years, and some believe that competing groups are ‘*working
on our mindst'!, Ufology is a growth industry, with many magazines
and clubs, and reporting systems for 'U¥O sightings', and text
books for the UFO spotter. The basic system of ufology seems
to be to record almost any aerial phenomena. as a UF0, and to
accept almost .any strange story from the past or present as’
.evidence of alien presence,
2. There are undoubtedly many strange phenomena to see in
the skies, ahd these are often reported by sensible people.
However, there are perfectly sensible explanations for the
phenomena, and no evidence that there hag ever been a visi
from alien space craft. There is nothing to indicate that
- wfology is anything but clapitrap.
3 HMG has no experts on UFO0s, as it has no experts on black
magic. The examinatior d4in this file is built up largely from
Lord Clancarty's boock ‘'Mystericus Visitors?; from reports of
TV and Press interviews with Lord Clancarty and others; various
UPO magazines; the book and f£ilm 'Cleose Incounters of the Third
Kind'¥: the nassive American 'Colorado Study' of 1968: the book
'UF0s Explained*® by P J Klass (a de~bunker); from MOD's own records
of UFQ reports and past examinations: and from discussions with the

operational and intelligence staff who examine UF0 reporis 7
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4, A digtinctien should be made between ufology and scisnce

fiction, The latter is often a verfectly respectable art

and has attracted some highly intelligent science ficticn

should on no account be linked to ufclozy in any aevbunkLao,

THE BEARL OF CLANCARTY

5. TLord Clancarty has written several books on UFOs (as
Brinsley Le Poer Trench) and runs a magazine and seems to be
regarded as one of the leading ufologists in this country.
Evidently he firmly and sincerely believes that aliens have
been visiting Barth since the beginning of history, and may
have 'seeded' our race. Many events in the Bible are explained
in UFO terms. The faliens' are watching us, particularly now
(his magazine talks of 1000 sighting reports each week), and
have often landed, and may soon arrive in’forée, probably
cordially. He is convinced that the American and British
Governments, and others, aie concealing the truth about UFOs

until we have discovered all about them and know how best to

present the story.

6. Lord Clancarty has hedged all his bets on epace travel:by
suggesting that the ‘sky people' are tparanormal' and come from
another ‘space-time continuum',., He will therefore be unmoved by-
arguments based on cosmic mathematics, because it seems that the
sky people can cover hnge‘distances in the twinkling of an eye.
He has claimed that ﬁhe sky people wvere hiding on the moon or the
planets, or in remote corners of South America, or the depths of
the sea, or a huge hole in the ground (the last seems to be based
on a satellite photogrgphic collage, where the corners of tha
photographs did not quite meet), He seems to be a singularly
vadiscrimina ilng ufologist, and almost any report or strange
story is likely to be added to his massive files of ‘reported .

8i ghiings?,

@h oy
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Te Hig line at the debate is likely to be to quotz the vast
nuwhers of ‘'sightings':; o describe a number of 'fully

suthenticated cages!t

and origins of the §S§y pecoplet (probably bringing in the
paranormal aspect): and to press HMG either (1) to come clean
and tell the public all they know about UFCz, or (2) to devote
resources to an inter-—Governmentzl study.

8. Win or lose, Lord Clancarty stands to make a profit from
the debate: which is not to doubt his sincerity.

THE AMERICAN ATTITUDE TO UFOs

9. There has been no British scientific enquiry into UFOs.
Bowever, the Uhited States Air Porce made a systematic attempt
to record and investigate UFO sightings betweén 1947 and 1969,
During this period the USAF received 12,618 reports; of theseb
TO1 were not explained.
10. ihis USAF investigation known as Project Blue Book was
followed by a study which was originally suggested by a member of
& congressional investigation in the Armed Forces Committee
and which was assigned by the Air Force Office of Scientific
Research to the University of Colorado. It was led by Dr Edward
V Condon, Professor of Physics and formerly Director of the
National Bureau of Standafds. The main findings of this very
subatantisl and detaiied study, published in 1969, were that:-
2, About 90% of all UFO reports prove to be plausibly
related to naturalkphenomena{
bs FNothing had come from the study of UFOs in the past

21 years that had added to scientific knowledge.
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: 0 Parther extensive study of UFO sightings was
not justified in the exvecitation that science
would he advanced thereby.
d. No evidence had come to light in the study to
indicate that UFO sightings might represent a
defensive hazard.
€. The US Deparitment of Defence should continue to
handle UFQ reports in its normal surveilllance
operations without recourse to special units such
as Project Blue Becok.
11, These findings were endorsed by a Panel of the Naticnal
Acadenmy of Sciences, which advised that the Condon enquiry had
been an adequate scientific study of UFO phenomena and that the
methbdalogy and approach were well chosen and in accordance wiﬁh
the accepted standards of scientific investigation. The Panel
added: "We are unanaminous in the opinion that this (the Condon
Report) has been a very creditable attempt to apply objectively
the relevant techniques of science to the solution of the UFO
probliem, The Report recognises that there remain UFO sightings
» that are not easily explained. The Report does suggest, however,
so many reasonable and possible directions in which an explanation
may eventually be found that there seems to be no reason to
attribute them to an extra terrestial source without evidence
that is much more convincing. The Report alsco shows how
difficult it is to apply scientific methods to the occasional
transient sightings with any chance of success. Whilst further
study of particular aspects of the topic (eg atmospheric phenomens)
P

may be useful, a study of UFOs in general is unot a promising way

< [

to expand scientific understanding of the phenomens. On the basis
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wound vp theilr Project Blue Book investigation

on 17 December 1969 on the sirength of the Condon Report, the

advice of the National Academy of Sciences, pzsgt UF0O studies and

their own experience of investigeting UF0O reporis over itwo

decadeg. Their conclusions were that no UFO reported, investigated

or evaluated by the Air Force had ever given any indication of a

threat to their national security: that there had been no evidence
suggested

subnitted or discovered by the Air Force thdi/%echnoloalcal

developments or principles beyond the range of present day

scientific knowledge, and that there had been no evidende

indicating that sightings categorised as "unidentified® were

extra~terrestial vehicles,.

13, The Condon Report caused avgogd deal of controversy.

In August 1976, howeve?$ the RAF Staff in Washington were

informed by the US Department of the Air Force that there was

no likelihood of renewed Alr Force involvement in this area.

The Department pointed to the considerable Air Force Comnitment

of resources in the past, the extreme pressure on Air Force

funds in 1976 and the fact that since 1969 no evidence had been

presented to warrant further investigation'by the Air FPorce,

The Department of the Air Force added that a number of universities

and prbfessional scientific organisations such as the Aﬁerican

Association for the Advencement of Science had considered UF0O

phenomena, Private organisations had also shown interest in

aerial phenomena, It was con LC“i 2d that such timely revieﬁ of

the situation by private groups insured.tdae sound evidence would

b d

not be overlooked by the scientific communi ya
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sible that the considerable UFD
Correspo: .snc@ addrsssed o MOD might contain some hint,
not of UFOs, but of something with a h t¢ie terrestial
origin which could have a bearing on national security.
A1l letters sre therefore referred to specialist authorities
in MOD for any further investigation thought to be necessary;
we do not talke the enquiries fufther than that and we do not
enter into detailed correspondence with the public. The
tandard reply to Members of Parliament and the public is thatjwe
have not the resources to conduct a sciéntific investigation
into the nature of UFOs and, although we invariably pass
reports of sightings to the staffs responsible for the air
defences, we do not pursue enquiries to the point of positive
identification., We do not dismiss the possibility that
intelligent life could exist in outer space but to date no
evidence has emerged to suggest that UFOs have extra terrestial
origins or that they represent a threat to national security.
In fact, most of the sightings seem to have coummonplace
crigins, such as aircraft or aircraft lights seen from an
unusual angle or 1in unusual meteorological conditions,
15, The trouble is that the dedicated ufologist will no%
listen and is more concerned with selective evideﬂce to
gupport his own thesis. The more common arltlclsms are =

8o MOD will not let the public see its Ffiles.
There is a 'cover up' 1or cecurlty reasons.

There is no cover up and no gecurity ban., It
ig true that when people ask to see the MNCD UFO

files they are 1t0ld the papers must remain

confidential. Butv there is a nmundane reason
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for that. The fiies contain voluwnunoud
correspondence from the general public and ve

carmot divitige the identity of the corresgpondents,
or the references to classified subiects which sone
of the files might contzain., To vewove these dotails
would reguire extensive editing and we have notb

the staff to do the'job, It follows that the files
must remain closed under the rules laid down in

the public Records Acts which at present preclude
disclosure until 30 years have elapsed since the -
date of the particular correspondence. The earliesf
reports MOD hold are dated 1962, All earlier UFO
papers vere destroyed many ysars agoe.

MOD- emplovs a special UPO organigsation.

Quite untrue. HNobody is employed full time to
rmonitor UFQO sightings. There is no UFQ section

in ¥MOD. One of the Secretarial branches answers
letters from the public about UFOs but it has many
other, quite different, responsibilities as well,

It does nbt review or anslyse the sightings. It
merely sends the letters to the specialised branches
who examine them solely to see if they have any |
bearing on the air defences.

mbers of UFO sieghtings are reported Lo MOD,

Vast nun
many are vnexplained,

Detailed statistical records are not kept in MOD
‘because the subject does not merit allocation
of resources. However, MOD receiveld 43% reports

from the public in 1977, and 864 in 1978. 7The

latter included a Llurry of 121 sightings when
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when +the BRC broadcast a URQ programmg

the Deily Dxpress campaign for the preuiers of
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ATPTTUDE OF FRENCH GOVERNMSNT TO UFOs .

16. Apart from American policy we have recent information
on only two Governments - those of France and G-fenadae The
FPrench official procedure is ho% unlike ours. Reporis from
the public go in the first place to the Gendarmerie who if "y
necessary interview the observer and take statements. The
Gendarmerie send on the reports simultaneausly to the Centre
National d'Etudes Spatiales (CENS) and to the French Ministry
of Defence, who check radars etc +to discover any military
implications, The reports are then fed into a computer so that
they can be "added to the statistics of the problem”.

17. The view of the French Ministry of Defence may be
summarised as follows:

Q. The role of the Air Force consists éolely in
estimating whether certain iﬁformation anongst
the evidence they receive is likely to affect
national defence; this is not in fact 80 eseecew.

No acts of aggression either against persons or
property civilian or military have been detected.

b. The phenomena cannot at present be analysed by means
of known measuring instruments .c.... Whilsh
maintaining an open mind we must restrain ourselves
from hasty conclusions regarding the nature and
origin of the phenomena and accept the fact that

ad

Qz

this problem like many others remains suspend
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18. During 197 tudy group was set up
L3 e & sopm e S Ao —
auspices of the rhaired by Monslewy
and is called the Groupe di'Btude des Phenomenes

Non-~identifies., The terms of reference for this group are noi

yet known but the title seems to be self-explanatory. The

¥

group has no formal links with the United Kingdonm, and the

Department of Bducation and Selence advise that. there is no

gimilar scientific group in UK to study unidentified objects to

phenomens.,

19 Lord Clancarty drew attention to this group in a recent

Parliamentary Question, when he also referréd to a broadcast

on France-Inter radio in February 1974 when M. Robert Galley,

the then French Minister of Defence was interviewed ébout UFOs «

The interview is reported in a book, "The Crack inzthe Universet

which contains an accurate tranglaﬁion of the brosdcast and |

introduces the transcript quite fairly as an interview in which

the Minister declared "there are phenomena which are unexplained",

The blurb on the dust cover, however, has M. Galley freely

admitting that UFOs exist and that they are a serious problem.

According to the official transeript M. Galley made only two

points of substance:-

a, There are things about UFOs which are not understood
anﬁ have not been explained. ‘
B "We must adopt an extremely open attitude of mind

to this, not put into doubt the sincerity of people
reporting UFOs ¢.... but at the mowent it is really

far too soon te draw the leegt conclusion®,
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20.  In December 1977 Sir Eric Galry, Prince Mnister of
tabled a resolution at the United Hations calling on the Specizal
Political Cormittee Lo set up a specisl agency or deparitmant to
conduct research into unidentified fiying cobjects and related
phenomena. The British (and we believe other) representatives
were briefed to oppose such an agency on the grounds that it
would reduce the credibility of the United Nations. Sir Eric
withdrew the proposal and circulatéd a draft resolution .
requiring the Secretary General to conduct a wide-ranging
investigation into flying saucers, including an analysis of the-
benefits, pfoblema and dangers gtemming frém any contact with
terrestial life., In December 1978, as a result of persistent
.pressure by the Grenadans, the Special Political Committee finally
agreed on a concensus resolution (albeit a very weak one). The
implications are that Grenada may present its views to the UN
Committee: ‘'on the Peaceful Uses of Cu%er Space some time in 1979,

That Committee is unlikely to do more that listen yolitelya'

DATA

Age of the galaxy - about ten thousand million years (1016

Number of stars in the = about one huadred thousam million (101
galaxy ‘ |

Diameter of galaxy ' -~ about one huﬁdred thousand light year:

éﬁcte 1 light years is about 6 million million miles (6x1012)

Position of sun - about 27000 light years from centre

of galazxy
Age of sun = about 44 thousarndmillion years (4.5%i(

u
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- LOOSE MINUTE
REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT
D/DD Ops(GE)/10/8/1

Hd of Shi(Air)

a L .
[ @ \owr

Copy to:
DISS

UFO'S - DEBATE IN THE LORDS

1. After further consideration of the draft closing address, I would prefer para
21b to be worded:

"h. The air defence radar system has not had occasion to originate unidentified
flying objectsreports.” -

2. This should pre-empt supplementary questions along the line of that fram Sir
John langford-Holton 21 May 71 after being advised by the then S of 8 that the ;
analysis of UFO reports indicated that 31 were celestrial objects and 97 were air-
craft. . L

10 Jan 79
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DRAFT

REDACTED Ofl ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

!

PS/USOLS(RAF) through DUS(Air) and PS/USofS(RAF)
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Placed opposite is a draft closing address for the Lords

debate on UFOs, and a Background Hote; due at your office by

12 Janunary 1979.

2 There is a temptation to equivocate about UFOs because of
the thought that we might one day nake contact with people from

distant stars. However, there is nothing to indicate that

-

ufology is anything but claptrap gnd no evidence at all of 'alien
space craft?, 'The UFO industry has prospered from equivocation and,
with 1979 being heralde&'as '*the year of the UFOs'!, it seems very
propexr for HM} to inject some nassive common sense into the business
and come out with an equivocal attack on ufology. With the impact of
the film "Close Encounters of the Third Kind", and the increasing
efforts of the UFO industry and increasing publicity given to its
exponents, quite gensible people may begin to wonder whether there
might not be something in ufology, on the "where therels sﬁoke there's
fire" principle. Less sensible people may be increasingly confused
and perhaps even worried, to the increasing profit and encouragemeht
of the UFO industry. The subject will not go away, the Department
and probably Ministers are likely %o find themselves increasingly
involved and under pressure for formal statements; and the popular
and UFQ press are likely to make all the mileage they can out of the
Lords Dobate, particularly if there are signs of equivocation or
phrases that can easily be misrepresented.

4a Aceordingly it is strongly reeoﬁmended that the Government take

an unsquivecal and uncompromising line.
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‘5. A small difficulty hai{ for purely tactical reasons

‘ unconnected with UFOs, acceded - (with other countries) to a

request by the Government of Grenada for a UN study group (at
Grenadan expense) to monitor informetion on UFOs. The wording

of that part of the draft speech has been supplied by.FCC.

6, The general line adopted is that there really are strange
phenomena in the-sky, but there are perfecily rational

explanations to account for them, so there is no need to introduce
the highly questionable hypothesis of alien space craft, In other
words, Occam's Razor, .
T The broad line was put to Lord Strabolgi: at our meeting

in December and agreed by him, Lord Strabolgi asked for further
information about cosmic distances and the difficulties of space
travel. I have not included.this in the speech, because Lord
Clancarty's "sky people" are evidently "paranormal" and can cross
the light years in a tﬁice;‘but some facts are included at the |
end of the background note,

8. Lord Strabolgi also mentioned the possibility of replying

on any detailed cases produced by Lord Clancarty if the latter will
give advance notice., I repeat the advice I gave in December: we
should not attenpt to argue these céses, which tend to be remote
and elusive yet often cannot be refuted without very detailed
examinations indeed we should not fight the battle on Lord Clancarty's
ground at all,

Qe DES have been consulted and are content,

10, You will no.doubt confirm the time and place of the final

briefing, which at present we have down for am Wednesday 17 January.
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UF0s — DRAFT CLOSING ADDRESS

There are 2 points of truth upon which the great myth of
ufology is built,
FIRST: we live in a huge universe, with 100,000 nmillion

stars in our galaxy alone, which it would take

100,000 years to cross even if we could travel at
the speed of light., There are many remarkable things
yet to be explained.
SECOND: There really are strange phenomena in the skies,
reported by calm and intelligent people,
2, It is this immensity of the universe which sometimes
tempts even the most down—to-eafth people to equivocate about
UFO0s., Ve can hever be sure that we will not, one day, make
contact with beings from'a distant star.
3. But that is all, So let us have an end to equivocation,
Her Majesty'!s Government has no evidence that life exists outside
this planet, or that a single alien spacekcraft hag visited earth,-
and does not believe there is anything worth investigating in the
mass of rubbish produced by the UF0O industry. The general theme
of the ufologists, that our planet is being continuously overflown
by alien space craft, is claptrap. |
4. On the one hand, there are perfectly simple exXplanations
for the phenomena; on the other, the explanations offered by
ufologists are unconvincing and unnecessary. These explanations
are unconvincing when they relate to space craft from other stars:
they are even more unconvincing when they elaim that UFOs come
from another space-time continuum, from a hole in the earth, or
the depths of ﬁhe gsea, ag Lord Clanéarty has suggested. The House
will forgive me if I do not follow TLord Clancarty into other
dimensions snd the wild realms of fantasy, but concentrate on the
phevomena which have giveﬂ ris@ to the UFO myth,
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5e There have always been strange things to see in the sky,
Since VWorld War II we have known the developmént of powerful
rockets, and Voyages to %he Moon and planets. We have also seen
the development of science fiction, where space ships can be
switched to ‘'inter-stellar drive' and our hero can cross the 2
million light years to Andromeds Galaxy in a_flash; We have also
seen the development of ufology and'thg UFQ industry, which accept

the delightful fantasies of science fiction as proven fact and

interpret almost any phenomena in our skies as alien gpace craft,
The words 'UFO' and ‘alien space craft' have been firmly implanted
and too0 réédily spring to mind when anything strange is seen in
the sky, | |

6. ~And there really are strange things to see. Let me stress
that a high proportion of so-called UFO reports relate to actual
phenomena reported'by sénsible people,

2, There are many natural phenomena. Every year'&illions
of tons)of space debris enter our atmosphere aévmeteo£s,
meteori%es, fire-balls, sometimes with dramatic effect..

b.  Bright planets and even the moon or stars have been
reported as UFQOs in unusual atmospheric conditions.
There are many recorded cases of Venus being reported
as a UFO, even by experienced pilots in exceptional
conditions, . |

Ce There arevtricks of light on cloud, and particular.
stfuctures such as lens-shaped clouds.

di There is St Elmo's Fire, ball lightning, and Aurora
Borealis., |

@, And man-made satellites: there are some 5000 listed
objects in orbit, satellites and debris, some of which

can be seen by the naked eye, some through binoculars,
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About 600 re—énter the atmosphere every year, almost
2 each day: the quantity is far less than natural
space debris, but thé éhenomena are sometimés astonishing,
Lagt April MOD received reports of a large piece of
debris re-entering acrogs the South of Englands most
reports were factual, but one spoke of an"0val shaped
thing with a white cockpit which hovered for a while then

shot off at great speed', We cannot prove it wasn't

~a UFO, but it occurred at the same time and place as

some known re-entry of debris. -
Many reports relate to aircraft seen in unusual o
conditions at unusual angles, some very high, some at
low level. One recent 'UFQO' was confidently reported

on local radio: we cannot prove that it was not a ‘UFO!,
but we do know tha%'ah RAF Vulcan Bomber on a low flying
miésion passed the same spot at the same time and on the
same course as the reported UFO,

Adireraft lights bhave led to UFO reports: and distant
alrcraft with landing lights on;(?&roraft with search~
lighté flares from aircraft, high condensation trails
1it B& the sun after dusk, light reflected from aircraft,
Meteorological balloons, The Met Office alone releases
50 every day, which expand tc 40 foot diameter and rise
to 100,000 feet and can be 1it by the sun after dark.
Many other erganisatiohs uge balloons, some much larger.
Heteorolﬁgicél searchlights shine on c¢louds: you canno}
see the bean, cﬁly a point of light apparently dancing‘
in the sky.

Thare are hot air balloons; kites; even birds have been

reported as UFQs; lights on distant towers; car head-=—

Lights on digtant hills; dust-dgwilss.airborne debris carrie

3
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. There is alSo a wide variety of hoaxes. There are

some very effective aerisl hoazes which have been |

perpetrated by children - which I will not describe

for fear of precipitating a new rash of UFO reports.
Te A1l these are phenomena which can be misinterpreted even by
.the most sensible 6bservers, particularly when seen unexpectedly
and briefly and in unusual atmospheric conditions - Wwith distortions
of light, aﬁd mirages, th@ most commonplace phenomena can be so
changed that even the expert can be deceived., Any phenomena
seen through glass are also suspect. There are even phenomena
generated within the eyeball. And there are optical illusions,
ékin»to watching a stationary point of light in a dark room and
reporting that it moves, .One scientist whose task includes
watching gatellites describes how, even after years of experience,
he finds it qifficulfltoescape the illusion that the sbtars are
flying past /stationary clouds, |
8. One coﬁld g0 on., A very-substantial American study done by
the University of Colorado in 1968 reported somé 50 examples of
such phenomena, but added that it was ‘'impossible and potentially
misleading to try to tabulate all of the possible causes of UFO
perception: there aré simply too many'.
9. So there really are tens of thousands of strange things to be
seen in the sky every year, . It is the present
custom of our society to transpose such reportings into "UF0s?,
and to transpoge again into falien space ecraft!, We cannot
possibly‘prove that all of these merial phenomena are:not'alien
space craft, Often the appearance is too fleeting and the
degscription too imprecise for a particular eause.té be attributed,
What we can say 18 that there is a great variety of perfegtly -

sensible explanations for the strange things seen in the sky.
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10, Herewe should apply Occam's Razor., There are perfectly
sensible explanations that can accbunt for the phenomena, Why

seek fantastic new explanations in the realms of magic?

11. From these genuine sightingswe can move to hallucinations; and
the excited tales of the gullible; the embellishments of the born
story~teller. There are also, I fear, downright lies. There are
also the embellishments of the donvinced believer in UFOs, who
will add to any piece of space debris a liné of windows and ”
Antelligent manoeuvres.

12. But what of these famous arrivals of UF0Os, claimed to be
fully documented and authenticated by many witnesses, ILet me
mention one, which Lord Clancarty has described in his book
Mysterious Vieitors as 'one of the most remarkable and unexpléined
nysteries of modern times?', He claims that during the Gallipoli
campaign in 1915, an entire British unit‘of over 800 men of the
EOrfolk Regiment was advancing to -the attack: a UFO descended

| in}a cloud and picked up the-battalion and it was never heard of
again. Anyone aware of the huge casualties at Gallipoli will not
be surprised to hear that the true story is tragic rather thén
comic, A brigade attack was held up by heavy'machine—gun and
artillery fire, except that on the right flank some 260 men of

the Norfolks, with fragments of other regiments, broke through

the Turkish lines into a woed. Not one returned. It was only
after the war that a Graves Registration Uﬁit found %the bodiess

in circumstances confirming that they had been killed fighting.

A gallant and tragié story; but not a great unsxplained UFO
nystery. The facts are knewn and reéorded. But Lord Clancariy

is not interested in facts, He is interesied in‘gatherimg anything

wusual into his massive files of UFO mysteries.
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13, A variation of the ‘'authenticated case! is when, like many
ufologists, Lord Clancarty goes far back into history and even

the Bible to borrow authority. Ancient cases have the advantage
that, if they cannot be proved UF0s, they cannot now be disproved.

=

;;i Q‘% The Colorado Report, which I mentioned earlier, did consider one
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. of these great ancient cases quoted by ufologists, including Lordg
Clancarty - a vivid and detailed description of UFOs at Byland ?T?f
Abbey Yorkshire in 1280, in a manuscript disoovered in 1953%; |
the 'ancient manuscript® cited by the ufologists proved to be a
‘hoax perpetrated by schoolboys.

14, Another variation of the ‘'authenticated case' is when an
individual reports having seen a landed UFO, and seen the little
green men, or little silver men. You may believe those if you
will. Because such silver aliens have actually been seen with
two arms and two legs and a head and looking surprisingly like
humans in silver suits, ufologists have claimed this as evidence
that the aliens use humanoid robots; yoﬁ may prefer to regard
this as evidence of man's infinite capacity for gulling his
neighbours,

15. So the ufologists accumulate their 'UFO sightings', from
honest reports and from the weirder corners of the mind, as if
sheer numbers constitute proof, Naturally some people

murmur *where there's smoke there's fire?, All that is happeniné
is tha%rthe UFO industry is making a great deal of smoke, to the
confugion of common senge and to thelr own substantial profit,
16, There is a small category remaining, of cases which are
difficult to explain, It is hardly surprising, with the great

variety of phenomena, that there should be difficult cases, perheps
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due to a coincidence of phenomena and/exceptional conditions,._
If one accepts that thefe are so many natural explanations to
account for the great bulk of sightings, it is an enormous and
irrational jump to claim that the small residue of difficult casee
constitute alien space craft - #hen there is not a flicker of
_positive evidence that they do constitute alien space craft,
17. Arguing with ufologists on this count is like.trying to
prove that damage to garden cabbages is NOT made by pixies,
We can point out that the cabbages are crawling with caterpillérs..
The ufologists will insist that the bites on the cabbages maﬁch y
the pattern of pixies?' teeth, They will carry out 'scientific!
studies ébout the nature of pixiés, and the incidence of pixies,
and speculate where the pixies are hidinga They will admit that
some of <the bites may be made by caterpillars. But they will
claim that if they can point to a single bite that cannot aétually
be proved to have been made by a caterpiilar, it is thereby proved
éonclusively to have been mpde by a pixie. | |
18, T should mention the famous 'UFO' reported over the United
Kingdom on the night of 31st‘December. The phenomenon was probably
a space rocket launcher associated with the USSR space satellite
COSMOS 1068 which was launched on 26 December. Of over 100
reports ieaching MOD, nearly ail were entirely factual and consistent

with re-entry of space debrisj; however, one report

described a long train with bright lights down the side, What
will of course linger in the public mind is not the matter-of-fact
explanation about s@ace debris but the vague recollection that a

big UFO was seen over England,




REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

—

19, Zﬁbw Zealand sighting -~ report awzited: Daily Mirror
repérts NZ authorities are claiming that the gsighting was Venus,
the camera so out of focus that the image took the shape of

the cameras iris, and the blips on radar were quite separate

and related to flocks of birds7/.

20, TLet us glance at the other side of the coin, the sort of
explanations offered by Lord Clancarty and other ufologists,
Lord Clancarty has been reported as claiming there have been
some 80,000 sightings., Other ufologists would put the figure
far higher., Now, there is a strange thing about these huge
numberg, To put it in simple terms: either these 'sky people?
(as Lord‘Clancarty cplls them) préfer to keep out of the way,

or they don*t., If they prefer to keep out of the way, we must
assume that the numbér of 'sightings' is 2 tiny proportion of
the aétual UFQ 'sorties’, which must run into millions, If they
don't one would expect some unmistakable appearances.

21, But look at their strange track record:

a, Not a siﬁgle artefact has been found - not a single
extra-terrestial chap has dropped an extra-terrestial
spanner, no bent pleces, no accldents from perhaps'
millions of sorties, nothing, The ufologists have an
answer: the CIA has hidden all the blts.

be There is no correlative evidence on our radgr for
this huge number of movements,

Co Thers has been no radio contact (far easier thén
space ‘travel) and no évidence on radio.

d, Thers have been no convincing photographs, in these
days when so many people carry cameras,

here has been no approach Lo Governnments, and no

&
®
i

irect knowledge of UFOs by Governments. Loxrd
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Clancarty has an answer: there is a great inter-
Governmental eonspiracy of silence, initiated by
the CIA.
22, The idea of the inter-~Governmewntal conspliracy of silence
is at once the most astonishing and the most flattering claim
of alls On so few things can the Governments of the world
agree unaminously, but they have all supposedly agreed to conceal
the evidence of UFOs from their people. The ufologists know

thatv if there had been activity on the scale suggested, it

-must have come to the direct attention of Governments, They

are convinced that we and other Governments are concealing the
D e

truth. The-Iatest copy of Lord Clancarty's magazine has an -

article misrepresenting some uorrgépondencé with MOD so as to suggest
that MOD accepts'the exis%ence of UFOs and is investigating
them, Another UFO magazine recently fabricated a report supposed

to show that MOD nad agencies engaged in the systematic examination
of UF0s. I will repeat what I said at the beginning., Her Majesty's
Government has no evidence that a single alien space craft has
visited earth, and does not believe there is anything worth
investigating in the rubbish produced by the UFO industry.

23, [If raised/. Lord Clancarty suggesis that the United States
Government is a party to the ’¢over;up' on UF0g, Our understanding
ig that the US authcritiQS‘position is the same ag it was in 1969
after the University of Colorado investigated UFOs at the request

of the US Air Force. The Colorado R@porfs main finding was (I
quote) ‘nothing has come from the study of UFOs in the past 21

years that has added to scientifie kunowledge!., We understand

that nothing has happened since 1969 to cause the US authorities

to change their views, or to warrant further investigation of UfQa.

It may be true that Presldent Carter once reported a
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Ysighting's as I have continually stressed, there really are
strange things to see, and there is a world of difference
between a report of phenbmena and the existence of alien
space craft/.
24, [If raised/. TLord Clancarty suggests that the French
Minister of Defence in 1974 admitted to the existence of
UFOs in a broadcast interview, In faet the essence of what
M Galley said was that there are things about UFO reports which
were not understood and had not been explained, '
25. Returning to the main theme of Lord Clancarty and his N
fellow ufﬁlogists - there is no internal consistency about the
idea of this huge number of sightings., If the UFO have come from
another solar system, why this huge number of visits to our
planet, to no apparent purpose? At best it seems wasteful.
This was once explained‘by the claim that aliens had advance
bases the other side of the moon. VWhen that became untenable
the bases were assumed t0 be on another plangt in our solar system,
As that has become untenable ever more fantamtic explgnations
are advanced, In a recent TV broadcast Lord Clanéarty claimed
that the UFOs are based in a great hole in the earth. Elsewhére
he hasg claimed that they have bases in remote parts of South-
America, or in the depths of the oceans,

~He has claimed that (I quote): 'UFOs
are paranormal, that is from invisible universes', They come
from 'other space~time continua’®, The explanations get more and

more fantagtic, and more and more incapable of either proof or

disproof.
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26, A telling argument against ufology is that the scientific

community is unmoved., A visitor from outer space - or from

o B

another space time continuum or the depths of the sea, or anywhere
else they are supposed to be hiding - would be one of the greatest
events in history, and the greatest scientific event.. Scientists
are an inquisitive lot. If therews anything in ufology we would
expect many serious and sensible scientists to be devoting much
time and effort to studying or making contact with these supposed
igky people!. The scientific community seems as unimpressed aé

the Government. TIf the ufologists claim that the Government has”

gagged the scientific community, it would be as amazing as the
alleged conspiracy of silence between Governments, |
27. One could go on indefinitely trying to chase the devious
arguments of the ufologists.‘ Yes, there hag been an increase
in the number of 'sightings!? reported to the Government:

big upsurges occurred when the BBC put out a programme on
UFOs, and when the Daily Express launched a campaign in

connection with the film premiere of Clogse Encounters of the

Third Kind?', No, the Governmenb 1s not in the least ooncerned“mwam”

. by the increases,

28. At the United Nations recently members of the Special
Political Cemmittee, following speeches about UFOs by the
representatives of Grenada, asgreed on a concensus resolutbion
that provides at Grenadian expense, for a study group to
monitor information on UFQs supplied by any interested United
Hations member state and for the group to present its findings

to the Outer Space Committee sometime in 1979, Lord Clancarty

may therefore be satisfied thab Grenada and such other countries

who choose will be making a report in aa inter~Governmenial forum,

However, the UK hza no plans elthexr to provids

P—— w - i R A N = ] -7 oy o~ - o oy ey e
URQs or Ho involwe itself in any cother way with

E
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29, To sum up, there are two elements in ufology: the stream

of largely genuine reporits of aerial phenomena; and the extra-
ordinary concoctions of the ufologists sugge&ting that this earth
has long and constantly been overflown by alien space craft. The
ufologists case depends ultimately on belief that there hgs been
a magsive interngovernmental coveruup-lasting many decades, to
wﬁich the world scientific community has been a party. Anyone
who believes that will believe anything. Nothing said here will
deter the UFO industry, or discourage the sensatioﬁal press from

feeding on wild UFO stories., But perhaps what has been said in

“this House will help confirm sensible people in the belief that

the strange things to be seen in the sky have perfectly sensible

explanations and that the wild hypotheses of the ufologists are

unne cessary.

= 12 -
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UPCLOGY
1e There is a big difference between, on the one hand, the
vague belief which many sensible people hold, that we might

one day make contact with people from a distant star§ and on

the other, the claims of ufology that our planet has been and

is being almost continuously overflown by alien spacecraft.

Hany ufologists claim that»UFOs have been around for thousands

of years, and some believe that competing groups are 'working

on our minds’. Ufology is a growth industry, with many magazines
and clubs, and reporting systems for 'UF0O sightings'!, and text
books for the UFO spotter., The basic system of ufology seems

t0 be to record almbst any aerial phenomena as a UFO, and to
acecept almost any strange story from the past or ﬁresent as
evidence of alien presence,

Lo There are undoubtedly many strange phenomena to see in

the skies, and these are oftén reported by sensible people,
However, there are perfectly sensible explanations for the
phenomena, and no evidence that there has ever been a visit

from alien space craft. There is nothing to indicate that
ufology is anything but claptrap.

3e HMG'has no experts on UFO0s, as it has ﬁo eiperts on black
mogic. The examinatior in this file is built up largely from
Lord Cléncarty’s book ‘*Mysterious Visitors?; from revorts of

v and‘?ress interviews with Lord Clancarty and others; various
UFO magazines: the book and film 'Close Encounters of the Third
Kind': the maéﬁive American 'Colorado Study! of 1968; the book
'WFOs Explained?! by P J Klass (a dewbunker); from MOD's own records
of UFO reporis and past exeminations: and from discuééions with the

parational and intelligence gtalf who ezamine UFQ reports

&
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4, A distinction should be made between ufology and science
fiction, The latter is often a perfectly respectable art form
and has attracted some highly intelligent writers: science fiction

should on no account be linked to ufology in any de-bunking,

THE EARL OF CLANCARTY

'5. Lord Clancarty has written séveral books on UFOs (as
Brinsley Le Poer Trench) and runs a magazine and seems to be
regarded as one of the leading ufologists in this country.
Evidently he firmly and sincerely believes that aliens have

been visiting Barth since the beginning of history, and may

have 'seeded' our race, Many events in the Bible are explained
in UFO terms. The ;aliens' are ﬁatching us, -particularly now
(his magazine talks of 1000 sighting reports each'week), and
have often landed, and may soon arrive in force, probably
cordially, He is conviﬁced that the American and British
Governments, and others, are concealing the truth‘about UFOs
until we have discovered all about them and know how best to
present the story.

6. Lord Clancarty has hedged all his bets on space travel by
suggesting that the 'sky people' are 'paranormal' and come from
another ‘'space-time continuum', He will therefore be unmoved by
arguments based on cosmic mathematics, because it seems that the
sky peop;e can cover huge @istances in the twinkling of an eye.
He has cléimed that the sky people were hiding on the moon or the
planets, or in remote corners of South America, or the depths of
the sea, or a huge hole in the ground (the last seems to be based
on a satellite phetégraphic collage, where the corners of the
photographs did not quite meet). He seems %o be a singularly
undiseriminating ufologist, and almost any report or strange
story is likely to be added to his massive files of ‘*reported

. i wB )
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T His line at the debate ig likely to be to quote the vast
numhers of 'sightings?; to describe a nﬁmber of 'fully
authenticated cases': to express his theories about the nature
and origins of the 'sky people' (probably bringing in the
paranormal aspect): and to press HMG either (1) to come clean
and tell the publiec all they know about UFOs, or (2) to devote
resources to an inter-Governmental study.
8o Win or lose, Lord Clancarty stands to make a profit from

the debate: which is not to doubt his sincerity.

THE AMERTCAN ATTITUDE TO UFOs

9. There has been no British scientific enquiry into UFOs.
However, the United States Air TForce made a .systematic attempt

to record and investigate UFO sightings between 1947 and 1969,

During this period the USAF received 12,618 reports; of these

701 were not explained.
10. This USAF investigation known as Project Blue Book was
followed by a study which was originally suggested a member of
a congressional investigation in the Armed Forces Committee
and which was assigned by the Air Force Office of Scientific v
Research to the University of Colorado. It was led by Dr Bdward
v éondon, Professor of Physics and formerly Dirsctor of the
National Bureau of Standards. The main findings of this very
substanti,l and detailed study, published in 1969, were that:-
4, About 90% of all UFO reports prove to be plausibly
related to natural phemdmena,
b, Hothing had come from the study of UFOs in the past

21 years that had added to scientific knowledge,
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Ce further extensive study of UFQO sightings was
not justified in the -expectation that science
would be advanced thereby,
d, No evidence had come to light in the study to
indicate that UFO sightings might represent a
defensive hazard.
€. The US -Department of Defence should continue to
handle UF0Q reports in its normal surveillance
operations without recourse to special units such
as Project Blue Book.
11. These findings were endorsed by a Panel of the Naticnal
Acadeny of Sciences, which advised that fhe_Condon enquiry had
been an adequate scientific study of UFO phenomena and that the
methodology and apprbach were well chosen and in accordance with
the accepted standards of scientific investigation, The Panel
added: "We are unanaminous in the opinion that this (the Condon
Report) has been a very creditable attempt to apply objectively
the relevant techniques of science to the solution of the UFO
problem, The Report recognises that there remain UFO sightings
that are not easily explained. The Report does suggest, however,
so many reasonable and possible directions in which an explanation
may eventually be found that there seems to be no reason to
attribute them to an extra terrestial source without evidence
that is much more convinecing., The Report also shows how
difficult it is to apply scientific methods to the occasional
transient sightings with any chénce of success. Whilst further
study of particular aspects of the topic (eg atmospheric phenomena)
nay be useful, a study of UFOs in general is not a promising way |

to expand scientific undsrgtanding of the phenomens, On the basis
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of preszent knowledge the least likely explanation of UFOs
%

the hyonothesis of extra terregtial visitations by intelligent

is 2]
beinggh,

12, Thez USAF wound up their Project Blue Book investigation

on 17 December 1969 on the strength of the Condon Report, the

advice of the National Academy of Sciences, past UFO studies and

their own experience of investigating UFO reports bver two

decades, Their conclusions were that no UFO reported, investigated

or evaluated by the Air Force had ever giveh any indication of a |

threat to their national security; that there had been no evidenée
- suggested

submitted or discovered by the Air Force that /technological

developménts or principles beyond the range of present day

scientific knowledge, and that there had been no evidende

indicating that sightings categorised as "unidentified" were

extra-terrestial vehicles.

13, The Condon Report caused a gocd deai of controversy.

in Avgust 1976, however, the RAF Staff in Washington were

informed by the US Department of the Alr Force that there was

no likelihood of renewed Air.Force involvement in this area,

The Department pointed to the considerable Air Force Commitment

of resources in the past, the extreme pressure on Air Force

funds in-1976 and the fact that since 1969 no evidence had been

presented_ﬁo warrant further iﬁvestigation by the Air TForce,

The Department of the Air Force added that a number of universities

and profession&l scientific organisations such as the American

Association for the Advancement of Science had conside?ed UFO

phenomena., Private 0rgaﬂisations had also shown interest in

agrial phenomena, It was consldered that such timely review of

the situation by private groups insured that sound evidence would

not ke overlocked by the scientific community.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ATTITUDE

14, It is always possible that the considerable UFO
correspondence addressed to MOD might contain somé hint,

not of UFO0s, but of something with a hostile terrestial

origin which could have a bearing on naticnal security.

All letters are therefore referred to specialist authorities

in MOD for any further investigation thought to be necessary;
we do not take the enqguiries furthér than that and we do not
enter into detailed correspondence with the public., The -
standard reply to Members of Parliament and the public is that we
have not the resources to conduct a scientific investigation
into the nature of UFOs and, although we invariably pass
reports of sightings to the staffs responsible for the air
defences, we do not pursue enquiries to the point of positive
identification, We do not dismiss the possibility that
intelligent life could exist in outer space but to date no
evidence has émerged to suggestrthat UFOs have extra terrestial
origins or that they represent a threat to national security.
In fact, most of the sightings seem to have commbnplace
origins, such as aircraft or aircraft lights seen from an
uausual angle or 1in unusual meteorological conditions.

15, The trouble is that the dedicated ufologist will not
listen and is more concerned with selective evidence 0

gsupport his own thesis. The more common eriticisms ares—

8o MOD will not let the public ses its files, .
fhere 18 a '‘cover up' fopr securlity reasons.

There is no cover up and no gecurity ban. It
ig true that when people ask to see ths MOD URQ
files they are told the papers must remain
confidential, But there is & mundane reason

R & T
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for that, The files contain volumunous

correspondence from the general public and we
cannot>divulge the identity of the correspondents,
or the references to clasgified subjects which some
of the files might contain, To remove these details
would require extensive editing and we have not

the staff to do the job., It follows that the files
must remain clésed under the rules laid down in

the public Records Acts which at present preclude
disclosure until 30 years have elapsed since the
date of the particular correspondence, The earliest
reports MOD hold are dated 1962. All earlier UFO
papers were destroyed many years égo.'

MOD employs a special UFQ organisation.

Quite untrue., Nobody is employed full time to
monitor UFO sightings. There is no UF0O section

in MOD., One of the Secretarial branches answers
letters from the public about UFOs but it has many
other, Quite different, responsibilities as well,

It does not review or analyse the sightings. It
merely sends the letters to the gpecialised branches
who examine them solely to see if they have any
bearing on the air defences,

Vast numbers of UPFO sightings are reported to MOD,
meny are unexplained,

Detailed stafistical réaords are not kept in MOD

because the subject does not merit sllocation

of reﬁoufcese However, MbD recelived 435 reporis

from the public in 1977, and 864 in 1978. The

latter included a flurry of 121 sightings when
I

- T
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some Ruggian rocket ﬁaterial re-entered on 31
Janvary 1978,' Other main surges of activity wexe
when the BBC broadecast a UF0O programme and during
the Daily Expréss campaign for the premiere of
"Close Encounters. of the Third Kind",

ATTTTUDE OF FRENCH GOVERNMENT TO UFOs

16. Apart from American policy we have recent infbrmation

on only two Governments -~ those of France and Grenada, The
French official procedure is not unlike ours. Reports from
‘the public go in the first place to the Gendarmerie who if
necessary interview the observer and take statements. The
Gendarmerie send on'the reports simultaneously to the Centre
National d'Etudes Spatisles (CENS) and to the French Ministry -
of Defence, who check radars etc +to discover any military
implications, The reports are then fed into a computer so that
they can be "added to the statistics of the problem",

17. The view of the French Ministry of Defence may be
summarised as follows:

a, The role of the Air Force consists solely in
estimating whether certain information amongst.
the evidence they receive is likely to affect
national defence; this is not in factvso sosese
No acts of aggressioh either,against persons or
property civilian or military have been detected.

b. The phenomena cannot at present be analysed by means
of known méasuring instruments ...... Whilst
maintaining an open mind we must restrain ourselves
from hagty conclusions regarding the nature and
origin of the phenomena and accept the fact thai

this problem like many others remains gsuspended

11 E

0

pace,
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18, During 1978 a small study group was set up under the

auspices of the CNES. It is chaired by Monsieur Clade Poher
and is called the Groupe d'Etude des Phenomenes Asrospatiaux
Non-~identifies. The terms of reference for this group are not
vet known but the title seems to be self-explanatory., The
gfoup has no formal links with the United Xingdom, and the
Devartment of BEducation and Science advise that there is no
gimilar scientific group in UK to study unidentified objects o

phenomena.,

‘19, Lord Clancarity drew attention to thhis group in a recent

Parliamentary Quesiion, when he also referred to a broadcast
on France~Inter radio in Febrﬁary 1974 when M., Robert Galley,
the then French Minister of Defence was interviewed about UFOS;
The interview is reported in a béok; "The Crack in the Universe®
which contains an accurate translation of the broadcast and
introduces the transcript quite fairly as an interview in which
the Minister declared "there are phenomena which are unexplained",
The blurb on the dust cover, however, has M. Galley freely
adritting that UF0Os exist and that they are a serious problem,
According to the official transcript M. Galley made onlyitwo
points of substance:-
a, There are things about UPCs which are not understood
and have not been explained.
b, e must adopt an extremely open attitude of mind
to this, not put into doubt the sincerity of people
reporting UFO8 ..... but at the moment 1t is really

far t00 scon Lo dravw the least conclusiony,
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APTITUDE OF THE GOVERKMENT OF GRENADA

20, In December 1977 Sir Bric Gairy, Prime Minister of Grenada,
tabled a resolution at the United Netions calling on the Special
Political Committee to sét up a special agency or department to
conduct research into unidentified flying objects and:related
phenomena. The British (énd we believe other) represeutatives
vere briefed to oppose such an agency on the grounds that it 9
would reduce the credibility of the United Nations., Sir Eric
withdrew the proposal and circulated a draft resolution
requiring the Secretary General to conduct a wide-ranging
investigation into flying saucers, including an analysis of the
benefits, problems and dangers stemming froﬁ any contact with
terrestial life, In December 1978, as a result of persistent
pressure by the Grenadans, the Special Political Committee finally
agreed on a concensus resolution (albeit a very weak one). The
implications are that Grenada may present its views to the UN
Committee: on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space some time in 1979.

That Committee is unlikely to do more that listen politely,

DATA

Age of the galaxy - about ten thousend million years (5010)

Number of stars in the - about one hundred thousam million (1011]
galaxy

Diameter of galaxy - = about one hundred thousand light years.

Zﬁote 1 light yzers is about 6 million nillion miles (6X1012)

Pogition of sun = about 27000 light years from centre

of galaxy
Age of sun - about 4} thousandmillion years (4a5x109:
Currently achievable speeds - aboult 1z miles/sec, to which can he

added the earth?s orbvital speed of
18 miles/sec to give a total of 30
miles/sac, s

w 1 -
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- Depending on the gravitational
assistance, or otherwise, of the
major planets of Jupiter and Saturn,
3 to 5 years,

Tine to journey to Pluto

- In principle speeds near that of
light should be achievable but
technology does not yet exist,

Ultimate speed

ey
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D/DD Ops(GE)/10/8C

Sh(Air)
Copies to:
PS/CS(RAF)
BI 55

UFOS DEBATE IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS

Reference:
A. D/Sk(Air)/8/3 dated 17 May 7

1. Reference A asked if we could comment more fully about the evidence of extra-
terrestial activity based on the reports feceived in the Ministry of Defence.
Additionally you wished to know how UFO reports are processed and whether there has
been any attempt to consider them as a whole.

2. All aerial phenomena reports received_by the Air Force Department of the MOD

are reviewed by the Directorate of Operations (A Def & 0); specifically by Ops(GE)2c.
Each report is assessed on its merits and can be subjected to further investigation
if considered necessary. An example of such an investigation is contained in

Annex A; a number of time co-incident reports concerning the sighting 6f aerial

’phenomena over Southern England in the early hours of'}6 April were eventually linked,

by RAF Fylingdgles (a BMEWS site), to the re-entry into earth's atmosphere of a
satellite or satellite debris. |

b2 In the period 1 May 77 to 30 April 78 é total of 501 aerial phenomena reports
were received and.processed; of these oﬁly 6% indicated that further investigation
was required; each report needing approximately 3 working hours tOiumcess fully.
Such investigation requires that detail contained in each report be mapped and the
resultaﬁt posBible trajectory/track be correlated with any factual evidence that
may be available either from the Ballistic Missile Early Warning System (BMEWS) or
the Air Defence Ground Environment (ADGE). radar sites. During this period Air
Defence radar sites have no re;ord of unusual observations. Indeed none of the 
unusual phenomena reports have ever been cénfirmed as having an usknown origin by

our ground radar sites.
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b Until the receipt of Reference A no attempt has been made to consider the

reports as a whole, indeed the effort required would be difficult to justify. A
review of the reports still held on file has been carried out; the statiskical
results appear in Annex B. Two points of interest emerge: firstly there appears

to be a dramatic .increase in the number of reported sightings since the end of 76,
although it is possible that some reporﬁs received during the period 72-76 may

have been destroyed. Secondly the detailed plotting of a number of the reports
received in the period 1 Jan 78 to 30 April (Annex C) reveals a number-of observation
patterns which could be interpreted as the sighting of manmade space objects and/or
decaying satellite debris re-entering the earth's atmosphere. The CS may wish <o
comment on this. However, much detailed work would be necessary to investigate fully
this hypothesis.

5. RAF Fylingdales advise that on 23 May a total of 4,661 items of manmade space
objects were orbiting the earth. Of thesé, 65% (3,343) had an angle of inclination
which would result in an overflight of the United Kingdom. At Annex D is a table

of the number of manmade objects launched each year since 1972. The table also shows
yearly additions to the space catalogue and the number of items which were removed
from the catélogue as they decayed from orbit and enteéred earth's atmosphere. It

is estimated that approximately 20% of decaying objects are of sufficient size to

be visible on their entry into the atmosphere.

6. Ve believe that the majority of aerial phenomena sighting reports have a rational
explanation; meteorological .balloons, . atmospheric phenomena, orbiting  space
hardware, space debris re-entering the earth's atmosphere, cosmic debris and high-
flying aircraft (both military and civil) are among the most probable explanations.
Of the reports re#iewed to date we can find no ev%@ence of’ggtra terrestial visitation
to eithef earth, its atmosphere or near space. %XQZEZ%a{%TQZk of primary radar
observations of unnatural phenomena leads us to be sceptical of Lord Clancarty's

claims although we would not wish to state categorically that "UFOs" do not exist.

2 . o
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‘l’ A
/“Undoubtedly a very small proportion of sightings reports will defy rational

ekplanations but within HOD AFD we have neither the staff, information nor the time

to investigate fully all reports.

7. We propose to continu§ with the compilation of Annex B in order that you may

be given a current statement of figures at the time of the resubmission of the PQ

/2 Jun 78

DD Ops(GE) (RAF) ‘
MB 425
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RﬁDACIEQ ON QRlG[NAL DOﬁCUﬁMEN]’ DfTED,{é TN)éB/

INVESTIGATION OF AERIAL PHENOMENA REPORTS - 16 APRIL

Reference: _ ,
Ao D/SL(Air)/8/3 dated 17 May 78.

1. As a result of the receipt on 17 April of a number of reports relating to tim
co=incident sightingé of aerial phenomena in the early morning of 16 April, an
investigation as to the probable cause was initiated. The period initially
investigated was 15, 16 and 17 April and Appendix 1 shows the initial results
which indicated that on 16th and 17th sighting reports revealed that phenomena
were observed to travel from the South-West to the North-East across the Southern
half ofvthe United Kingdom, whilst on 15 April a reverse direction was observed.,
As the predominant number of sightings were after midnight on 16 April these were
reviewed in mofe detail and appear at Appendix 2., Subsequent discussion with
Fyiingdales on 18 April revealed that 3 items of space hardware had been deleted
from the space catalogue and from the trajectory of the phenomena reports it
could be reasonably assumed that the witnesses had'observed decgyiné items of
hardware re-entering the earths atmosphere. )

2., Subsequent to the receipt of Reference A the incident on 16 April has been
re-examined, A geographical plan of the reports is at Appeundix 3 together with
numerically related reports. It is of interest that while the majority of the
reports describe what was seen by the observer}reports 1 and 5 contain a limited

amount of embellishment. OVer the period Mey 77 to April 78 2 percent of all

received reports contained descriptions which could be interpreted as a report of

the sighting of an "UFO", Two examples are shown at Appendix 4,
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%, The information given in all aerial phenomena reports is related to the

following paragraph segquence:

A,
B,
C.
D,
E.
F,
Ge
H.
Je
K.
: .
M.
N.
C.

P.

Date, Time and Durétion of Sighting

Description of Object

Exact Position of Observer

How Observed

Direction in which Object wa$ first seen

Angﬁlar Elevation of Object

Distance of Object from Observer

Movements of Object

Meteorolbgical Conditions During Observations

Nearby Objects

To Whom Réported

Name and Address of Informant

Any Background Information on the Informant that may be Volunteered.
Other Witnesses '

Date and Time of Receipt of Report.
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NOTE: It is possible that a numbar of Reports

{

been destroyed.

received between 1972 and 1975/76 could have

H v
) ANNEX B T0
o DD OP5(GE)10/8c
p DATED o JON 76
®) X
5
@
' ' pa
RECORD OF AFRTAT, PHENOMENA REPCRTS STILLPRETAINED BY D OF OPS(A DET & 0)
: - _

O
£

VEAR JAN FEB MAR | APR MAY JUN JUL AE? SEP oCT NOV DEC TOTAIS.
=l

1972 4 7 a 18 2 - - - - - - = 38

1973 - - - - 1 3 - 1 4 - 1 e 10

1978 | - 1| - w0} - |2 |5 (a9 |3 | -1 - 21 :

1975 - 7 8 2 4 6 6 13 6 7 18 9 91

1976 - - i 6 - 11 17 10 3 9 5 14 86

1977 17 20 13 144 70 =2 62 27 4z 1 49 27 20 587

i g w :‘%‘? P ¥ "‘}m‘ [
1978 | 39 | 25| 48 | 68|37 |aw | | 4% | 9| o0 [7 | #8
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ANNEX D TO
D/DD CPS(GiL)10/8/C
DATLD ;2 JULis 1978

SPACE CATALOGUZ - TABLE OF MAN-MADE SPACE HARDWARE - VORLDWID:

a b c d
Year Total added to Total Launches Total Decay
Catalogue
1972 568 9% 373 -
1973 763 108 524
1974 510 106 361
1975 976 125 %16
1976 1128 128 674
1977 979 | 124 225
1978 2997 L 5‘L B0 2f §y¢
NOTES

g Column b.identifies the number of items of space hardware that
are added to the Space Catalogue each year, {Includes all
hardware remnants from a Space launch).

2. Column c¢. The total number of launches (worldwide)

Se Column d. Total number of items of space hardware that have
decaycd into earth atmosphere, 20% are large enough to be
visible from earth.

4, Total nﬁmber of items in Space Catalogue up to 2% May 78 = 4661

Of these 750¢ (%64%) have a trajectory which would result in
overflight of UK. :
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_ grateful for his comments on the general line of argument.

D/S4(Ai.1‘)/8/3

DI55 - *
Ops (GE) 2b(RATF)

REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

Copy to: ACS(G)(RAF)

UFOs -~ DEBATE IN THE LORDS

I enclose a first draft of a proposed concluding speech
for ILord Strabolgi in the Lords®™ debate.

2e The draft tries to take account of the points made to us

on Thursday by Lord Strabolgi. However, on starting to re- -
read the EBarl of Clancarty's book *'Mysterious Visitors' I

have appreciated more fully how heavily the Earl has hedged

his bets about space travel: indeed he suggests that the 'sky
people! are ‘paranormal' and come from ‘another space/time
dimension'. I do not recommend trying to track the Earl through
other dimensions, and suggest we stick to the bare essentials
that we proposed to Lord Strabolgi - that there are plenty of
phenomena, that there are perfectly sensible explanations for
them, and that the explanations offered by ufology are unncessary anc
prove idiotic under critical examination,

3. I would be grateful for any recent recorded cases to cover
the parts of para 63 otherwise I shall draw on the Condon Report
and Klass (the anti-UFO investigator).

4, Clancarty is likely to produce some 'documented ‘and fully
authenticated cases?, I would like to be able to demolish one
a8 an illusion, I have provisionally chosen the disappearance
of the Norfolk Battalion at Gallipeli, which Clancartry gquotes
in one of his boocks: Hd of Army Historical Branch says that this
is a ‘regular', about which the facts can be produced.

5e I would be grateful for comments, criticisms and additional
arguments or cases, At this stage I am particularly anxious to
know whether you agree to the main line of arguments. Because
time is short I would be grateful for telephone comments.

6. The present draft is about 2,000 words, around 15 minuies.,

7« I have copied this minute to ACS{G)(RAF), and I would be

48 Dacember 1978
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- . U#0s - DRAFT CLOSINZ ADDRESS
~ There are three grains of truth upcn which the great
nyth of ufology is built.

FTRST: intelligent life could exist elsewhere in the
universe, With 100,000 million stars in our own
galaxy alone, it is vrobable that there are many
planets capable of supportiné life,

SECOND: the technical difficulties of inter-stellar
travel are stunhing.é&en at the speed of light
it would take 4 years to reach the nearest star,
and 100,000 years to cross our galaxy. But it
would be a brave man who said there éould never,
ever, be manned inter-stellar travel.

THIRD: there really are strange phenomena in the skies,
and many are reported by cool and intelligent
people.

2; But it is‘a far cry from this to the proposition that there
have been great numbers of sightings of UFOs - implying alien space
craft —'sometimes claimed as running into hundreds of thousands.
Her Majesty's Government is not in the least impressed with the
ideg that there is anything worth investigating in the information
offered by ufologists, _ )
3. On the one hand, there are perfectly éimple explanations
for the phenomena; on the other, the explanations offered by
ufologists are most unconvincing, These explanations are un-

_ convincing when they relate to Space'craft from other stars: they
are even more unconvincing when they claim.that UFOs come frem

., from a hole in the earth, or the

another space-time diminsin

depths of the sea, as Lord Clanc%@ty has suggested. : ?ﬁ@

ik ”




‘ 4. Let us first consivder‘" the phenomena. There have always
been strange things to see in the sky, and strange explanations
have been given. Since World War II we have seen development
of powerful rockets, andkvoyages to the Moon and planets. Ve
" have also seen the development of science fiction, where space
ships can be switched to 'inter-stellar drive' and our hero can
i;;; the 2M light years to Andromeda Galaxy in a flash. VWe have
also seen the development of ufology and the UFO industry,which
accepts the delightful fantasies of science fiction as proven fact
and interprets the phenomena in our skies asdlien space craft. _Most
of the phenomena are seen unexpectedly and very briefly, and arevgbr
before the eye has focussed. The words *‘UFO' and 'space craft' have
been firmly implanted and too readily spring to mind,
6. But what are the resl causes of the phenomens.?
& . Some have always oécurred: tricks of light on cloud; comets,
meteors or showers of meteors; meteoritess; bright planetsi
or even the moon or stars in unusual atmospheric conditions.
Venus is popular: there are recorded cases of pilots
reporting Venus as an ‘unidentified flying object following

them',

6. Meteo:ological balloons. The Met Office alone release 50
a day, which expand to 40 foot diameter and rise to 100,000
feet and can be 1lit by the sun well after dark.‘—many other
organisations use balloons, some are much larger, and there
are recorded cases of balloons being reported as UFQOs by

airline pilots.




ey

C. Meteorological searchlights shine on clouds: you cannot
see the beam, only a light apparently dancing in the

sky.

0(, A surprising number of repdrts relate tq aircraft seen in
unusual conditions at unusual angles,fsome very high, some
at low level. One recent 'UFQ' was confidently reported
on local radio: we cannot prove that it was not & 'UFO', but
we do know that an RAF Vulcan bomber on g low flying miss%pn
passed the same spét at the same time and on the same course

as the reported UFO.

£. And satellites: therz are some 5000 listed-objects in orbit,
satellites and space debris. More are added each year, and
about 600bre-enter thé atmosphere every year. Early this
year MOD received many reporis of a large peice of debris
1€fenﬁﬁﬂéxg across the South of England: most reports
were factual, but one spoke of an ‘'oval shaped thing with a
white cockpit which hovered for a while than shot off at
great speed'. We cannot prove it wasnt't a UF0O, but it
occurred at the same time and place as some known re-entry
of space debris,
Te And of course there are optical illusions.‘nAny,phenomena
seen through glass are particularly suspect.,
_ 8. There are also‘genuine hallucinations, sometimes én people
under stress:; the excited tales of the gullible; the embellishments
of the born story teller. Also, I fear, downright lies, There
are also hoazes: there are some very effective aerial hoaxes which

have been perpetrated by children - which I will not describe for

fear of precipitating a new rash of UF0O reports.

-3 -
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9., In suﬁ, we cannot prove that all or even most of these so-
called sightings were not UFOs. But we can say that there is a
great variety of phenomena in the skies for which there are

perfectly ordinary explanations. We have no reason to believe

- that the so-called UFOs are attributed to anything but these same

causes. ‘

10, But what of these famous arrivals of UFOs, claimed to be
fully documen?ed and authenticated by many witnesses. On
serutiny they tend to be elusive, I will select one, which
Lord Clanéarty has described in .his book Myéterious Visitors )
ag Yone of the moat remérkable and unexplained nysteries of
modern times!, He claims that during the Gallingg§ campaign

in 1975, an entire British regiment, the First Fourth Norfolks,

B et

was advancing towards Hill 60: a cloud descended and picked up
the regiment and it was never heard of again .,...... (checking

with Army Historical Branch)

11, As I have indicated,there is nc criticism of those who
accurately report phenomena. The criticism is of over-readiness
to call them !UFOs', and to transpose that into 'alien space

craft!'. The reports are passed without critical scrutiny to
{ N

‘the ufologists; who ad%é without critical scrutiny, to their
huge files of 'reported sightings and landings®.




12. I am sure no-one will deny that - at the least - there are
‘possible rational explanations for the phenomena, Tet us now
look at the other side of the coin, the range of explanations
offered by Lord Clancarty and other ufologists - it is a wide
and confusing range, for there are as many different explanations
as there are ufolcgists. o ’
13, ILord Clancarty has been reported as claiming there have becn
some 80,000 sightings. Other ufologists would put the figure even
higher., Now, there is a strange thing about these huge numbers.
To put it in simple terms: either these 'space peoplg' prefer éo
keep out of the way, or they don't. If they prefer to keep out
of the way, we must assume that the number of 'sightings!'! is a tin&
proportion of the actual UFO 'sorties?', which must run into
millions., If they don't one would expect scme unmistakable
appearances.
14, But let ué leok at their strange track record:
4+ Hot a single artefact has been produced - not a single
exfra—terrestial ch=p has dropped an exitra-~terrestial
spanner, no bent pieces, no prangs from perhaps millions
.Of sorties, no nothing., Lord Clancarty has an answer:

the CIA has hidden them all,

6. There is no correlative evidence on radar of this huge

number of movements,

C . There has been no radio contact (far easier than space

travel) and no evidence on radio.

6{.There have been no convincing photographs, in these days _

vhen so many people carry cameras.

5 -
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cf. There has been no approach to Governmentis, and no direct
knowledge of UFOs by Governments., Lord Clancarty has an
answer: there is a great inter-Governmental conspiracy of

silence, initiated by the CIA,

15. The idea of the inter-Governmental eonspiracy of silence

is at once the most astonishing and the most flattering clainm

of all, On so few things can the Governmentsof the world agree
unaminously, but they have all supposedly agreed to couceal the
evidence of UF0Os from their peoples; Let me assure this House.
that Her Majesty's Government has never been approached by

people from outer space.

16. There is no internal consistency about the idea of this huge
nunber of sightings. If they have come from another solar system,
what is the point of this huge numbef of visits to our planet,

to no apparent purpose? At best it seems wasteful. This was

once explained by the claim that aliens had advance bases the
other side of the moon. When that became untenable the bases
were agsumed to be on another planet in our solar system. As
that has become untenable ever more fantastic explanations are
advanced. In a recent TV broadcast Lord Clancarty claimed that
the UFOs é}e based in a great hole’in the earth. Elsewhere he
has claimed that they have bases in remote parts of South America,
or in the depths of the oceans, Because these physical places

have become untenable he has claimed that (I quote): 'UFOs are

' paranormal, that is from invisible universes'. They come from

‘other space-time continua', Another ufologist talks of fspace
mind/full min~/Mana®, TIndeed the explanations gev more and more

fantastic, and more and more incapable of either proof or dis-

proof.
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17, The most telling argument of all is that the scientific
community is unmoved by the claims of ufology. A visitor from
outer space - or from agother space time continua, or the

" depths of the sea, or anywhere else they are gupposed to be
hiding - wpuld bgﬁzf the greatest events in human history,
and the greatest scientific event. You would expect serious
and sensible scientists to be devoting much time and effort
to naking contact with these suppoged space people. The
scientific community is as unimpressed as the Government.

If the ﬁfologists claim that the Government has gagged the
scientific community, it would be as amazing as the alleged
conspiracy of silence between Governments.

18. One could go on indefinitely trying to chase"the elusive -
indeed devious - arguments of the ufologists. Yes, there has
been an increase in the number of t'sightings' reported to the
Government: the biggest upsurges occurred when the BBC pui out

& programme on UFOs, and when the Daily Express launched a
campaign in connection with the film premiere of 'Close Encounters
of the Third Kind®, No, the Governmént iz not in the least con-
cerned by the increases. [As has been said/ Grenada is
financing a‘study into UF0s, and the Uniteg Rations has, in a
moment of casualness, given that © study a vague sort of
recognition,and one or two other countries have offered to con-
tribute reports. Her Majesty's Government, if it contributes at
. all, will contribute on the lines of my speech.

19, There are tens of thousands of gtrange things to see in

the sky. It has become fashionable to call these things 'UFOs‘?,
There are perfectly sensible explanations for these sightings.

The ufologist explanations are not sensible at all., In 1968 _
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a comprehehsive study~on UFOs conducted for the U% Government
by the}University of California concluded that 'nothing - hasg
come from the study of UFOs in the past 21 years that has
added to scientific knowledge'. Ufologists may, if they wish,
continue to believe that Governments and scientists alike are
engaged in a mgssive cover-up. However, perhaps our debate
will help confirm in some =o0ther peoples minds ufology may be

pleasant fantasy but has nothing to do with truth.

v:-8-n
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' | REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUME =
. 10OSE MINUTE ‘ -

PS/CG(RAF) . o
DD _Ops(GE) (RAF)
ADI/DIS5 |
UFOs. - DEBATE IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS '

D/shk(Air)8/3

You will recall that the Earl of Clanearty put down a motion in the House
of Lords last May calling for a debate on Unidentified Flying Cbjects. Although
he subsequently withdrew it, we are infofmed it has now been restored to the
order paper in the following terms:- :

"To call attention to the incpeasing number of sightings and landings -
on a world-wide scale of unidentified flying objects (UFCs) and %o the
need for an intra-gover;iﬁﬂfal study of UFOs."

2. No date has been fixed for the debate but we should get fourteen days
notice if it is to take pl#ce. As you know, a Ministerial speach was drafted
on the last occasion. Hgad of S4(Air) considers no further action to be
immediately necessary but he would be grateful if you would continue to put
aside any relevant ma&érial about UFOs that comes to hand.  (D/sk(Air)8/3 dated

1 June refers).

>{ Nov 78 o | '
) ' o MB 8241




REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

T AR e e s e AT L T IR N S B e S T LR e e e R e e R

D/CS(RAF/5/1/2
N

Reference e,
CK160 [ .
£ L/
e

Head of S4(Air
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Copy to: DD Ops(GE)(RAF) é%”%
ADI 55

UFOS - DEBATE IN THE HOUSE OF LORDS

Reference: D/S4(Air)/8/3 dated 17 May 1978,

A CS(RAF) has read the correspondence at
reference with interest and agreeg the
general line you are proposing to take..

2. The extensive American studies were
conducted in a sensible and open-minded way
and no additional information has come to
light subsequently tc justify further
expensive investigation of these phenomena.

BS/CS(RAF)
2% Mgy 1978
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REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT
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ADL 55 . _ | \

UPOS - DEBATE_IN TEE HOUSE OF LORDS

At

1%

There is 10 be a dedvate ou UFO0s in the House of Lords on
12 Jure based on the loLlOWlﬂg PQJ by the Earl of Clancarty, a
prominent ufologlst: _

*To ask Her Majesty's Government whather they are aware of the
increasing number of reports of sightings and landings of unidenti<i
flying objects (UFO0s) on a worldwide gscale, and whether they ﬂll’
initiate an inter-governmental study of UFOs! o

2o 84{Air) is required to provide 2 brief and draft winding-

up speecn for Lord Winterbottom. I atiach a copy of a proposed -
1¢ne, which I have put to the Dopalt-@nt of Education and Science

(and to FCO, who were recently invelvad in brushing off an at;hmnt

to get UHO {o discuss UF0s). You will see that I propose tha} the
Government should take this opportunity to pour a mass of cold water

or ufology., I would be grateiful for:

bSO

a, Your advice on the proposed line of acfiono

be Addlﬁicna¢ argumenfo or evidence that we m“gnt
offer,

3. I would be grateful if DD Ops(GE)(RAF)]and ADT 55 would

say whether we couwa comment more fully about evidence of extra-
terrestial activity from the reporis we receive - ie expand more
forecefully on para 4f in the attached letter: ‘'.... perusal of |
rﬂnqvg ceived glves us no cauvse to suspect.extra-terrestial.

T would also like %o kaow how much work is done on | hoée!

c..(" LV LY

Toyﬁfum3 and vh;mnpr’oncru hd been any attempt to cousider them agl

3_8. "}LOJVQS -

4o The Chief Scientistis ieparﬁmppt is at a dlsadvanu age, not seeing

the Flcv of UFO reports that arrive in AFD, However, with MOD taking
the lead in refuting UFOs, the inference will te drawn that CS(RAF
endorsoy that line. Putting the matter dlfierontiy T imagine that .

had CS(RAE) %hovku, a8 a scientist, that fthere was something in UFCs,

12 would have been guick to draw the matter to the departmentis attention

%)

or to have °ou{nu ixrediate actess fto the UFO ronorta, As he has not
done go we cen assume that he is unimpressed with UFCs. But I would be
particvlarly grateful for any advice from CS(RAF)'s department,

I~
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Please address ey reply fo yREDECTED(NEQRK?NA[@OCUMEN@

MIMISTRY OF DEFENCE
(Head of S4(4ir) ) .
and quote: . . - 17 Ma;s; 1978

Your reference: D/S4{Air)/8/3

Room 5/5 _
Departirent of Bducation and Science
- Biizabeih House
Yoxk Road
LONDCHN -
SE1 TPH L : o . _ ‘ .

2 s
- There i8 to be @ debazp orn UF0s in the House of Lor s on
12 June 78 based on the following PQ by +the Barl of Clancarty:

t?o ask Her Majesty's Government whethe T they are
avare of the ‘increasing number of reportis of sightings
‘and landings of unidentified flying obje ts (UFOs) on

worldwide scale, and whether Lhey will 1n"t1ate an
inter-governmental study of UFrQst

.2 The procedure will be similar to an Adjournment Debate in the
Conmons. The Ezrl will introduce the subject, interested mexbers
will spesk, and lord Winterbottom will reply for the Government.
The debate could last anything from 20 mlnutes to 4 hours: we have
been invited to draft a 10~19 minute winding up speech.

3.; !9 do nou td&e thls 11ght1y, becauoe L0rd Clancarty is ﬂﬂ :
aCbhOW¢GQg5Q expert on UrCs, wnilst MOD has no experis on UFQ0s - fur
‘much the same reascne 28 we have no experts on levitation or blagi
‘magic. ‘There is much pubiic inverest in UFOs at present, drumasd up
by the Daily Express and in connecticn with The heavy sci-fi film
tClose Enco“nterx 0o the Third Xind*®, There is a risk that the
Government will be persuaded to conduct 2 siudy of UFOs, or et least
%0 exanine the wmass of evidence that Lord Clancarty and his fellow-
ufologiats have aggembled in the last 30 years. Should the Goveru-
ments defences brezk, I need hrardly warn you that responsibility fLor
the study could very likely tall on your bDepartmenti Accordingly we
would bz grateful for your h°1p in determining the proper line for
Sovernnent to take. : :

—y
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4. e believe it woula be unprofitable to indulge in too much
flippancy, and intvend to propose that the Government injects a dose
of massive conmuon sense into the debate on UFOs. The general line
we bave in mind is:

a. .We do not discount the pocsibility of intelligent life S
elsevwhere among the huge numbher of other worlds and
other galaxies. ,

be The technical difficulties of space travel aré stunning,
with the nearest star 4 light years away, but it woul%///
be ugwise to say 'impossible ever'.

¢. The phenomena lumpdd together as UFOs' are often ;///
. reported by responsible =2nd intelligent people. !

d, But there is a huge gap between those three statements
and the assumption that ‘UFO reports!' constitute
serious evidence that extra-terrestial beings are
reconnoitring this planet (Clancarty reports 80,00
verified slght*nho, the introduction to the book of
t{Close Encounters' refers tof mllllons')

[}

[

€. The phenomena regprted often have common-sense
edplanations (egircraft or met balloons in unusuval
light, or space debris): it is always difficult to ‘
interpret accurately unusvel events seen‘fleetingly: V//
and the constant publicity about UFOs: leads people to
interpret the phenomena as extra-terrestial spacecraflt
~and t0 embellish their reports uncoasciously .

f. Extensive US studies indicate no evidence of extra- V/
terreatial visits. No studies have been considered
necessary in UK, but perusal of reports received gives
us no cause t0 suspect extra-terrestial activity.

‘g. If there was ‘serious scientific evidence of extra—~ |
terrestial visits we would expect the scientifie

vorld to be agog and committed; but the scientific -
world seens at bebt unlmprevced, more likely heavily
i cynical. -

h, There is no internal consistency about the idea of

+here having been 80,000 or perhaps millions of genuine
sighvings. We would expect some acvidents or artefacts
(Clancarty has suggested that the CTA has collected and
hidden them all): or some approach to or direct evidence
held by Governments (Clancarty has suggested there is a
conspiracy of silence between wovernvon+s until they

know how to cope); or some overt political or cultural

g activity to show for 30 years of presumably high- tebhnoJoHv
‘ reconnaissance (Clancarty's own UFO references go back to

the Star of Retnlehen and earlier).
. ) A
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) We wouid plan to lead up to the arvguament that it is pointless
00 try to persuvade the Governueny unless and vntil ihe scientilic
community has been persvaded. Ve could offer the suggestion that
the scientific community is most unlikely to be perguvaded by mere
guantity of reported s;nhuvpvo (25 one newspaper recently romﬁrked
80,000 times novthing s lll eQUals nothing); a more profitable course
would be for Clanca%tva being so certain about his case, $0 present
gay 10 well-documented readily-verifiable recent cases in this
country on which he wovld sitate his professional TPDutauLOU 28 a
ufologisy. 1% 18 douvotrul whetiher tne ‘scilentific communitcy? would
velcome ouy directing Clancariy towards them, but this is °“LeTy the

- proper course for 2 1a yman who believes he has evidence of a matter of-

massive scientific concern upon which he camnot convince the Government

b I would be grateful for your advice on the above proposed line of
action; and, if you agree it, advice on any other arguments that could
be advanced, Attached is a first draft of a background note describing

- the past attitudes of MOD, US, France and Grenada,

Ts Because of the deadline for briefing Ministers and the intrusiocn
of the Spring Bank holiday, I amafraid I must ask for your advice by
pin Vednesday 24 May.

. 8. I am copying-this letter to M::'F.T‘nergy, Science and
Space Deparitment, Room 8022, FCO: I have noted the robust line taken

by FCO recentiy with UNO proposals to study UFOS.

3 :
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ay
1. e rﬁd»rstand from the Press th“t Lord Clancarty is a suﬁung

believer in UFCs, He is reported to have seen two and he has written

seven books on the subject having studied the phennmena for 30 years.

.,.o

He hes dssevtcd that a former French Minister of Defenne admitted that
UF'0s exist, that there are serious problems and that many landings h=ave .
‘taken place. VWhen asked to comment on a report that a UFO had followed
a young'housawife home Lor@_Clanoarty told the Evening News that the
~lights may have been those of a space craft sent-to 8py on us by an
unknown civilisation from.another planet. A lot of UFOs, he sald,

, . : o . e s
seex: to disguise themselves in clouds. R T

The American Atrtitude to UROs

2e_ There has been no British scientific enquiry into the possible
existence -of UFOs. Howevér, thé Ministry of Defence has kept in touch
vwith the United States Air Force who made a systematic attempt to record
aﬁd investigate UFQ Sightings between 1047 anl 1969. During this period
the USAF received 12,618 reports: of these 701 were not oxplalned
3. This USAF investigation known as Progect Blue Book was followea
by a study vhich was originally suggested a member of a congressional
inveatigation in the Arﬁed Forces Committee and which was assigned by
the Air Force Office of Scientific Research to the University of Colorad
It was led by Ir Bdward V Coudon, Professor of Phys;cs and formerly
Director of the National Bureau of Standards. The main findings of this
study, published in 1969 were that:- |

&, Atout 90% of all UFO reports prove to be plausibly related

to ﬁégﬁjsié phenomena.

= De Little i7 auut}ing had come to light from the study of UFOs

0

in the past 21 years that added to scientific knowledge

{

Cs Further cxtensive study of UFO sightings was nct justified

foe )
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in the expectation that science would be advance
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' i? b. No evidence had come (o 1ighﬁ ;n the study %o indicate thaib
‘ , UFO sightings might repreéen‘t a defensive nazard, | -
e. The US Department of Defenée should continue to handle
UFO.reports in_its normal sﬁrveillance operations without
,recoursé to special units sueh as Project Blue Book.
4. These findings weré endorsed'by é Panel of the Natioral Acadeny
of Sciences,vhich advisgd that the Cotidon encuiry had been an adequate
.scientific gtudy of‘UFO phenomena'and_that the methodology and apprcach
were well chosen and in accordance with the-accépted standards of scienti:
investigation. The Panel added: "We are unanaminous in the opinion that
this (the Coaﬁon Report)'has been a very creditable attempt to apply
objectively the relevant techniques of science to the solution of the
UFO problem. ihéfﬁébortgigébgniSeé4%hat ﬁﬁéf§iféméi£iﬁf0 sightiﬁgs that
are not easily explained. The Report does suggest, however, co many
réasonable'and possible directions in which an explanation may eventually
beffound that there seems tc be no reason %to attribute them to an extra-
terrestial source without evidence that ig much more convincing.
‘fhe Report alsQ;Shbws‘hgw:difficultlit'i$ tohé@p1y'sdiéﬁtifie nethods /
‘$0 the occasional transient sightings with énirchance 5fﬂéu§éess§ ﬁhils%
further study of particular aspects of the topic (eg atmoépheric
phenomena) may be useful, a study of UF0s8 in general is not a promising
vay to expand scientific understanding of the phenomena. On the basis
oprresent knowledgevthe least likely explanation of UFOs is the
hypothesis of extra terrestial visitatiéns by intelligent beings*/!
5.  The USAT wound up their Project Blue»Book inveatigation on 17
December 1969 oun the'strength of tﬁe Cowdon Report, the advice of the
Rational Academy of Sciences, past UFO studies and fheir dwn experience
" of investigatian UFC rsporis over twe degadesa Their conclusions were
that no UFQ reported, investigated'of evaluated by the Air Force had ever
given any indication of a threat to their na%iopai security; that(thore

had been no evidence sunmitted or discovered by the Air Force that

technological developments or principles beyond the range of present day

R




gf'lfientifié.knowleﬁge,_and that there had been no evidence indicating
that sightings categoriséé a8 "unldentified" were exira terrestial

- vehicles, _ '
6. The Coudon Report caused é good deal of pontro&ersy and, we Delieve,
was much criticised. In August 1976, however, the RAF Staff in
Washington were-informed by the US Department of the Air Force that there
was'no likelihood of renewed Lir Force involvement in this area. The
Department pointed to the considerable Air Force Commitment -of resources
in the pasgt, the extreme pressure on Air Force funds in 1976 and the fact

Smi QLG o evidenic had  Yopn 73'\’(&@?\(@01 AT Werrand”

tha@L?urther investigation by the Air Force. The Department of the Air
Force added that a number of universities and profeséional gscientific
organisations such as the American Association for the Advancement of
‘Sciénce had considéred UFO phenomena. Private organisations had also
shown interest in aerial phenomena, .It wag considered that such timely
review of the situation by private groups:insureé trat sound evidence wca!
not be oveflobked by the scientific community. ..

Ministry of Defence attitude

7. - The MOD pélicy takes its cue from the Americans, It is always
possible, of course, that the.conéiderable cqr;espondence addressed to
* MCD might contain some hint, not of UFOs, but of something with a hostile
terrestial origin which could have a bearing on national security. All
letters are therefore referred. to specialist authorities in MOD for any
further invéstigation thought to be necegsary; we do“nbt take the
enquiries further than that and we do not gnter into detailed correspondn
with the public. The standard reply tc Members of Parliament and the pub:

is that we have not the resources to conduct a scientific investigstion

into the natvrre of UFCs and, although we invarigbly pass repdrts of

N

sightings to the staffs remponsible for the air defences, we do not pursus
enouiries to the point of pesitive identification. ¥Ye do not dismiss the

possibility that intelligent life could exist in outer space but to date

-

L] -
no evidence has emerged %o suggest that UFOz have exira terrestlal crigins

N
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.f that they represent a *cnrecn. t¢ nationa 1 gecurity. >In f'act, most:
of‘the sightings have communplace origins, such as aircraft of aircrafi
lights secen from an unusﬁal angle cr invunusuai meteorological condition:
8. The trouble is that the dedicated "UFO-ologist" will not listen and
is more concerned with selective evidence %o support his own thesis. The

more common criticlsms are:-

3 MOD will not let the public see ;ts files. There is a
Ycover up' Ior Securlty reasons.

There is no cover up and no securlty ban. It is true
that vhen people ask to see the MOD UFQ files they ére
told the papers must remain confidential., But there is
».‘a.mundane reason for that. The files contain volumunous
corréspondence from the general public and we cannot divulge .
the identity of the correspondents, or the refercnces to
classified subjects which sone of the files might contain.
To remove these details would require extensive editing
and ve have not the sgtaff to do the job. It follows that
the files must remain closed uhder the rules laid down in
+the public Records Acts which at‘présent preclude disclosure
until 30 years have elapsed since the date of the particular
correspondence, The earliest reports MOD hold are dated
1962, A1l earlier UFO praperz were destroyed many years ago.

b, ¥OD empioyvs a special URC organisation,

Quite wntrue., Nobody is employed full time to monitor UFO
sightings. There is no UFO section in MOD, One of the
Secretarial branches answers letters from the public about
UF0s but it has many other, quité different, responéibilities
as well. It does not review or analyse the sightings. It
merely sends the letters to the specialised branches who

. ! ‘e < N
examine them golay to see if they have any bearing on the

eir defenced.




¢.- Vast numbers of UFQ sightings are reporited to MOD,

pany arc U nexplained

No statistical records are kept in MOD because of the
stéff shortage. All we can say is that MOD received
rather more than 400 reports from the public in 1977, &t
& rate of 20 to 40 per month on average. There was a
flurfy of correspondence recently when the Daily Express
launched its advertising campaign fof the commercial film
"Close Encoﬁnters of the Third Kind", |

- Attitude of Prench Government to UPOs

g. Apart from American policy we have recent information on only two
Governments - those of France and Grenada. The French official
procedure is not unlike ours. Reports from the public gé in the first
place to the Gendarmerle who if necessafy interview the observer and
tdke statements. The Gendarmerie send on the reporte simultaneously
ﬁo.the Centre National d'Etudes Spatiales (CENS) and to the French
Ministry of Defance,who check radars ete to discover any military
implications. The reports are then fed into a co&puter 50 that they caxn
be "added 1o the statictlns of the prob;em" '
10. The view of the French Ministry of Defenée may be summarised as
follows=
@, The role of the Air Force comsists solely in estimating
I vhether certain information amcngst the evidence they receive
?w; likely %o affect nztional de‘enca; this is not in fact 80 ceceo
“”"7 Ko acts‘of aggregsion either against persons. or property
civilian or military have been detected. '
b. The phennmena cannct at present be analyséd by means of
| known measuring instruments .,.. Whilset maintaining an
open miné ve must restrain ourselves from hasty corclusions
‘ regarding the nature and origin of the phenomena and accépt

the fact that this problem like many others.remains suspended

in space,
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=% . .
Ay fﬁ the lost Tew ménthé a smali étﬁdy group has been set up under
wihe au*fukii. of the‘CNES. It is chaired Ey Monsieur Claude Poher
and is cailed the Groupe'd'Etude des Phenomenes Aerospatiaux None-
identifiexz. The terms of reference for this group are not yet known
but the title seems to be self-explanatory. The group has no formal
links with the ﬁnited Xingdom,and the Deﬁartment of Education and Scienc
advise that there is no similar scientific group in UK to study
unidentified objects to phenomena. | | |
12. Lord Clancarty drew attention to this group in a recent
Parliamentary Question when he also referred to a broadcast on France-
Inter radio in February.1974 when M. Robert Galley, the then French-
Minister of Defence was inierviewed about UFOS.‘ The interview is reportec
in a book; "The Créck in the Universe' which contaihs an accurate
translation of the broadcast and introduces the transcrip{quite fairly
as an interview in which the Minister .declared "theré are pﬁenoméﬁa
which are ﬁnexplaineﬁ". The blurb on the dust cover, however, has
M. Galley freely a&mitting that UFOs exist and that they are a serious
problem. According to the offical trénséript y. Galley made only twé
points of éubstance:- ‘
a. There are things about UFOs which are not understood aml
ha#e not been explained.
be | "We must adopﬁ an extremely open attitude pf'mind to this, nqt
put iﬁto doubt the sincerity of people reporting UFOS ....
but at the moment.if is reelly far too soon to draw the
least conélusion".

Attitude of the Government of (renada

1%3. In December 1977 Sir Eric Gairy, Prims Minister of Grenads, Yabled
& resolution at the United Nations calling omn the Special Political
Committee to set up a special agency or department Lo conduct resgearch

“Anto unidentified flying objects and related phencmena. The British
1 . .



. (arm ve beiieve other) represen’catlves were briefed to oppose such an

Aagency.on the grounds that it would reduce the credibility of the Unitec
Rations. Sir Eric withdrew the proposal and circulated a draft
reéolutién recuiring the Secretary General to condvet a wide-ranging
investigation into flying saucers, inclﬁding an znalysis of the
benefits, problems and dangers stemming from any contact with terrestia
life. | | -

‘14. The UN Special Political Committee adviéed the General Assembly
to take nofé of the wvarious statemehts made b& the Prime}Minister of
Grenada and to instruét the Secretary General to transmit the text.to
Member States of the UN and to interested'specialist agences. In other

words the resolution has been shelved indefinitely.
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‘UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS’ — MOD INTEREST

ISSUE

1. To provide a note on the Department’s interest in ‘UFOs’.

RECOMMENDATION

2. Tonote.
DETAIL

Policy . @

3. Itis Government policy that any air defence or air traffic implications of ‘UFOs’
are a matter for MOD and the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) respectively. MOD’s

~ interest is limited to establishing from any reported sightings it receives whether the
UK Air Defence Region has been breached by hostile military activity, and
responding to any associated public correspondence.

4. Military Task 9 is to maintain the integrity of the UK’s airspace. ThlS requirftr.nent
is met by the continuous recognised air picture (radar) and an air policing capability.
Any threat to the UK Air Defence Region would be handled in the light of the
particular circumstances at the time (it might, if deemed appropriate, mvglve the )
scrambling or diversion of RAF air defence aircraft). From that perspective, reports
sent to us of ‘UFO’ sightings are examined, but consultation with air defence staff and
others as necessary is considered only where there is sufficient ev1§1ence to suggest a
breach of UK air space: such as reports from credible witnesses (pilots, air traffic
controllers etc); those supported by photographic, video or documentary evidence;
corroboration by a number of witnesses; or are of a phenomenon currently being
observed and might, therefore, be capable of detection. Only a handful gf reports
have been received in recent years in these categories and further investigation of
them has found no evidence of a threat.

o

Airprox Reports

5. Where a military or civilian pilot considers that his aircraft has been endangered by
the proximity of another aircraft (including any flying object he was unable to



The National Archives
UFO policy
3 page briefing on UFO Policy prepared by head of Sec(AS) for Under Secretary of State for Defence, Peter Kilfoyle MP, in September 1999.


" identify), or in regulated airspace where an Air ’frafﬁc Controller believes there has

been the risk of a collision, the pilot or ATC would be obliged to file an airmiss report
(Airprox).

Spaceguard Programme

6. The Department of Trade and Industry is responsible for the Spaceguard
Programme. We understand that there are currently no plans to set up a national
spaceguard agency; the potential threat of impact by near earth objects (such as
asteroids) is taken very seriously but they regard this as an issue where a common
international approach is essential. In June, the House of Lords debated the

Spaceguard Programme; Lord Sainsbury, Minister for Science at the DTI, led the
debate for the Government.

Role of Sec(AS)2

7. Sec(AS)2 is the focal point within MOD for the Government'’s limited interest in
‘UFOs’. A 24-hour answerphone is provided so that members of the public can
telephone through sighting reports. Reports made elsewhere, either to military
establishments, air traffic control centres or the civilian police, all eventually make
their way to Sec(AS)2 where each report is considered only to establish whether it has
any defence significance. Some 230 sighting reports and 250 letters were received
last year; so far this year ¢150 reports and 160 letters have been received. Sec(AS)2
is not constituted as a ‘UFO’ information bureau. There are no defence resources
allocated for this purpose and, where there is no evidence in a report of defence
concern, no action is taken to try and identify what might have been seen. From the
types of descriptions generally received, aircraft or natural phenomena probably
account for most of the observations.

8. Some ‘ufologists’ are unhappy with MOD’s limited interest. A small number
lobby vociferously for defence funds to be used for ‘UFQO’ research, have their own
agenda for such work and use all possible avenues (eg writing to the Prime Minister,
other Government Departments, the media etc) to pursue their aims. All such
approaches find their way to MOD, Sec(AS) for action.

‘UFO’ Files

9. As is the case with other Government files, MOD files are subject to the provisions
of the Public Records Act of 1958 and 1967 and official files generally remain closed
for 30 years. Prior to 1967 it was the case that ‘UFO’ files were destroyed after five
years as there was insufficient interest in the subject to warrant their retention.
However, since 1967 all ‘UFOQ’ files have been preserved and routinely released to the
Public Record Office at the 30-year point.

10. For some time, Lord Hill Norton, the only Parliamentarian with any interest in
‘UFOs’, has been asking that all files containing ‘UFO’ information be released to the
PRO ahead of the 30-year point. We have looked carefully to see whether this is
possible. However, in the absence of a Departmental-wide file database and without
knowing the details of all the originating branches, a manual search of in excess of
one million files at two main MOD archives would be necessary to locate and list




REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

" them. In November last year the location of some 55 ‘UFO’ files was established.
The files contain personal details of all those contacting and corresponding with the
Department. Legal advice was sought: the Public Record Act gives an implied
override of the Department’s duty to protect the third party confidentiality by use of
the 30-year rule. Release after that date would present no problems to MOD, but
release in advance would lay the Department open to the risk of legal action for
breach of confidence. To remove the personal details from these files would be a time
consuming task. Staffin CS(RM), the MOD’s Records Branch would need to be
diverted from their essential tasks to manually scrutinise and sanitise some 5,000
pages on the files. The knock-on effect would be a major disruption to the

Department’s overall programme for the release of files to the PRO and cannot be
justified.

Mr Nicholas Pope

11. An ex-Sec(AS)2 employee, Nick Pope, has published two books on ‘UFO’
matters since leaving the branch in 1994: ‘Open Skies, Closed Minds’ and “The
Uninvited’, the latter about alien abduction. A third book, about an alien invasion of
the UK, is likely to be published next month. In all three books Mr Pope puts forward
his personal views and is critical of MOD'’s limited interest in ‘UFOs’. The two
books already published resulted in an increase in media and public interest in
‘UFOs’, which in turn led to temporary increases in the number of enquiries and
sighting reports received. Mr Pope continues to be employed by the Department.

CONCLUSION

12. There is no evidence to support the view that the UK Air Defence Region is being
breached by hostile foreign military activity or anything else. There are no plans to
change Government policy on ‘UFOs’ or implement a research programme to
investigate ‘ufologists’ claims. We are unable to release to the PRO all ‘UFO’ files
because there is a need to maintain third party confidentiality.

Sec(AS)2

Personal/Parliamenvufos@briefo9
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» THE SPC ADOPTED THE DECISION
N MY TELEGRAM UNDER REFERENCE, BY CONSENSUS,
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MY IPT. UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS.
REDACTEDCﬁiORKﬂNALDOCUMENT

FOLLOWING IS DRAFT TEXT; -

THE SPECIAL POLITICAL CCHMITTEE RECOMMENDS TO “THE
.. GENERAL ASSEMBLY ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING CONSENSUS:

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS TAKEN NOTE OF THE
STATEMENTS MADE, AND DRAFT RESCLUTION SUBMITTED By GRENADA
AT THE 32ND AND 33RD SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REGARDING UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS AND RELATED PHENOMENA,

»

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY INVITES INTERESTED MEMBER
STATES TG TAKE APPROPRIATE STEPS TO CO-ORDINATE OMN
A NATIONAL LEVEL SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND INVESTIGATION “
INTO EXTRATERRESTRIAL LIFE, INCLUDING UNIDENTIFIED
FLYING GBJECTS, AND TO INFORM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL GF THE
OBSERVATIONS, RESEARCH, AND ‘EVALUATION OF SUCH ACTIVITIES.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY REQUEST THZ SECRETARY—GENERAL TO
TRANSMIT THE STATEMENTS OF THE DELZGATION OF GRENADA AND THE
ReLEVART DGCUMENTATION TO THE COMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES
OF CUTER SPACE, SO THAT THEY MAY CONSIDER THEM AT THEIR 1979

MEET ING.

THE COMMITTEE oN THE PEACEFUL USES GF QUTER SPACE WiLL

PERIIT GRENADA, UPON ITS REQUEST, TO PRESENT THEIR VIEWS To THE
COMMITTEE AT ITS NEXT SESSION. . THE COMMITTEE’S CELIBERATIOM

MILL BE INCLUDED N ITS REPORT WHICH WILL BE CONS IDERED BY THE
NERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS 34TH SESSICN,

CE

-




YOUR TELNOS 1537 AND 1539, MY TELHO 2698 AND ——

LETTER OF 4 DECEMBER To (D U\ DEPARTMENT: UNIDENTIFIED
FLYING OBJECTS REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

1. THE AUSTRIANS HAVE INFORMED US THAT THE GRENADANS AMND THE RUSSIANS
Now ALSO HAVE AUTHORITY TO AGCEPT THE CONSENSUS TEXT (vMICTH Is
REPEATED IN MIFT IN CASE YOU STILL HAVE NOT RECEIVED LETTER UNDER
REFERENCE). THE AMERICANS DO NOT EXPECT FURTHER INSTRUCTIONG.

FRGH WASHINGTON AND ALSO INTEND TO GO ALONG WITH THE CONSENSUS.

W= PROPOSE TO DO LIKEWISE. THE ISSUE IS DUE TO BE DECIDED IN THE
SPECIAL POLITJ CAL COMMITTEE ON 8 DECEMBER,

2. ALTHOUGH THIS TEXT IS NOT IDEAL, IT HAS NO FINANCIAL CR )
MAKPGWER IMPLICATIONS FOR THE UN, DOES NCT COMMIT THE UHN TC ANY
- SPECIFIC ACTIOM CN UFO’S AND PRECLUDES THE INSCRIPTIC: OF A
SEI"ARATE UFC ITEM ON NEXT YEAR’S AGENDA (THE SUBJECT "iGULD BE -
SU:SUMED IN THE CUTER SPACE ITEM AS A PARAGRAPH IN TH . REPORT
CF THE CUTER SPACE CCMMITTEE). IN ANY EVENT THERE 1S 40 REAL
PRISPECT OF NEGOTIATING FURTHER AMENDMENTS,

-

i
FILES




YOUR TELNOS 2539, 2566, 2567 AND (SN  ETTER OF

21 NOVEMBER1 UFOS REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

1, WE REMAIN OPPOSED IN PRINCIPLE TO THE GRENADAN INITIATIVE FOR THE

REASONS STATED IN THE BRIEF, IF THE RESOLUTION IN YOUR TELNO 2567
IS PUT FORWARD YOU SHOULD OPPOSE {T,

2. WE SHOULD, HOWEVER, BE WILLING TO HELP THE GREMADANS OFF THE

HOOK IF 1T CAN BE DONE WITHOUT ANY FINANCIAL AND MANPOWER
IMPLICATIONS FOR GOVERNMENTS (OTHER THAN GRENADA) OR THE UM, VE

COULD THEREFORE ABSTAIN ON A PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A GROUP OF

EXPERTS OR A SPEGIAL RAPPORTEUR, PROVIDED THAT AS WE ASSUME FROM YOUR
TELEGRAM 2556 THE GROUP?’S ACTIVITIES WOULD BE FINANCED BY THE :
GOVERNMENT OF GRENADA, IT WOULD ALSO HELP IF THE SUBJECT COULD BE
PUT ON THE AGENDA OF THE 35TH SESSION: IN LINE WITH THE RECOMMEND-
ATION IN THE SECRETARY—GENERAL’S ANNUAL REPORT THAT ITEMS SHOULD

MOT AUTOMATICALLY GO ON THE AGENDA FROM SESSION TO SESS|ON,

3. YOU SHOULD ALSO KEEP IN MIND GRENADA’S ABSENCE (WHETHER PLANNED B
Or FORTUITOUS, WE DO NOT KNOW) FROM THE FOURTH COMMITTEE VOTE ON
FOREIGN ECONOMIC INTERESTS. THE FRG MAY BE WELL PLACED TO SUGGEST
TO THE DELEGATION OF GRENADA THAT SOME DELEGATIONS WOULD BE BETTER
DISPOSED TO ACCEPT A PROPOSAL ON THE LINES OF PARA 2 ABOVE |F

GRENADA WERE TO ABSTAIN IN THE PLENARY VOTE ON FORE|GN ECONOMIC
INTERESTS,

~



UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBIECTS: NET-EATIVE BY GRENADA
Problenm REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

1. How to react to further proposals by Grenada, following up their
1977 initiative on UFOs.

2. At last year's General Assembly Premier Gairy of Grenada urged the

United Nations to establish an agency or working group for research

into unidentified flying objects. Mr—expressed the view that
the proposal would bring the UN into disrepute.

Accordingly, the UK
delegation was

instructed to Opposezihe draft Grenadan resolution. In
the event, no vote was taken on the resolution;

as a compromise, the
General Assembly "studied the text"

and requested the Secretary-General .

to transmit it to state members of the UN and to interested specialised

agencies so that they might communicate their views to the Secretary-
General.

3. The Secretary-General's subsequent report contained only three replie
from Governments, (India, Luxembourg and the Seychelles) and unforth-
coming reactions from two specialised agencies.

4. The Permanent Mission of Grenada circulated a letter to Permanent
Missions in New York on 10 November, which was followed up by a statement
to the Special Political Committee on 27 November by the Prime Minister

of Grenada, who complicated matters by introducing a new resolution inste
of the one previously circulated.

Subsequent developments are reported
in UKMIS telno 2566 of 27 November.

5. The brief for this item is at flag F.

6. The Grenadan initiative continues to hold no attractions whatsoever
for us. It 1s obv1ous, however, that some of our western partners

-3 e
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| S s ‘REDACTEDCNJORKHNALDOCUMENT

(including the FRG Presidency and the United States) are making an-

effort to help Grenada off the hook if this can be done without cogy
to the UN. It must also be said, in fairness, that the Grenadan

proposal is no.more ridiculous than many other proposals before the

UN. Indeed President Carter has in the past reportedlyvtaken a

personal interest in the subject of UFOs. The proposal is at least

not positively harmful to UK interests, whereas taking too strong and

open a stand against Mr Gairy could be. Moreover, if we can help the

Grenadans to reach a compromise, it could conceivably help us to
persuade them to abstain on the vote on foreign economic and other
interests in plenary (the Fourth Committee Resolution which

inter alia
strongly condems the UK and others for dealings with South Africa).

-l v e em e n e wn oe S me A e

7. I recommend that we ihstruct the Mission to continue to resist the
original Grenadan proposal but to give discreet support to efforts by
Western or other countries to postpone or reduce the scope and cost -
of the Grenadan proposal as much as possible. I accordingly submit
draft telegram to UKMIS New York.

8.

UND were consulted on UN aspects, and concur.

4 December 1978




i TeLko EEEIE 46GENDA ITEN HO 1201 UFOSEDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

'1. THE TWO MEETINGS IN THE SPC CN THME ABOVE ITEM TODAY
FOLLCWED THE SCENARTO OUTLIMED 1% MY TELEGRAM UNBER REFERENCE,
CXCEPT THAT MR GAIRY COMPLICATED MATTTRS Y LNTRCDUCIHG A NEW
tsJLUT:on IN HIS CPENING STATEMENT INSTEAD CF THE CHE
FACVICUSLY CIRCULATED T +isstons (Y (c77ci oF
c1 MoveMBSER TO (P . THc NEW RESCLUTICH '-'LAWRATCS
¢ THE IDEA IH THE INDIAM REPLY TC THE SECRETARY=-RENURAL
(\/33/263), PROPOSING INTET ALIA THAT THE SECRETARY~JENERAL
SHEULD APPOINT A THREE-MENRER GROUR GF EXPERTS MEETILG UNDER
TIE AEGIS OF THE QUTER SPACE COMMITTEL AMD REPCRTINRG THRCUGH
THAT COMMITTEE TO THE 34Tw SESSION,  (TEXT 1N MIFT),

2, . THERE HAD BEEN HO PRIC? WARNING THAT THE GRENADANS
[ATEHDED TARPLIHG A NEW RESSLUTION TODAY AHD MEMBERS OF THE
CUTER SPACE COMMITTEE,PARTICULARLY THE AUSTRIAM CHAIRMAN VHQ
#AD HOT BEEN CONSULTED, WCRE STROHGLY CPPOSED TO THIS

FURTHER ATTEMPT TO INYCLVE THE CUTER SPACE COMMITTEE IN THE
SUBJECT OF UFCS. THT AUSTHIANS, MICHG CTHERS, PRIVATZLY
PiTUMATED THEIR DISMAY TC THE GRENADAN MISSICH, WHO BY THE
LD OF THE AFTERHOCN MEETNG GAVE SIGHS OF REGRETTING THEIR
FRZCIPITANCE, BEFORT THI CHAIRMAN CLCSED THE MELTIHG FRIDAY
(t151STER CF EDUCATION) INTCRVENED TC SAY THAT THE GREWADANS
WERY FLEXIBLE ABCUT THEIR DRAFT RESCLUTICH AND INVITED
CTLEGATIONS TO CONVEY ANY SUGGESTIONS THEY HIGHT HAVE TO THE
CREMADAN MISSION PENDING RESUMPTION OF DISCUSSION CF THE [TEM
AT A LATER DATE. |




'REDACTED ON ORIGINAL. DOCUMENT

2,0 T .

A TS WILL aLLow TinE TO wiRK OUT A ALTERAATIVE PROPOSAL, ~~22-.
TAE GERMANS, WITH AUSTRIAN BACKING, FAVCUR A GRCUP CF EXPERTS o
T0 B ',\"_ppo‘m‘rgjgy THE GOVERNMENT OF GREMADA, WHICH MIGHT N
PUE COURSE REPORT ITS FINDINGS TO THE SECRLTARY-CENERAL.  THE
US MISSION, WHEM MR GAIRY CALLED GN THEM ON ob NOVEWIER, FLCATED
THE IDEA OF A SPECIAL RAPPCRTEUR (TO BE FINANCED BY THE GGVERl
CF GRENADA) WHO WOULD STUDY THE PROBLEM AhD REPGRT RACK TO THE
SECAETARY-GENERAL,  THE RUSSIANS WOULD LIKE To Sge A - -
. REPETITION OF THE& PROCEDURE ADCPTED LAST YEAR: IT TO DEFER THE
- 1T WITH SOME FACE-SAVING PRCPOSAL FOR FURTHER CCHMMENTS BY
VITCRESTED PARTIES, OR A FURTHER STUDY. THIS LAST WOULD Be THE

BZ3T S2LUTICH, ®RUT GAIRY IS SAYING THAT HEZ wiLL NOT BE FUT OFF
AGALH THIS YEAR,

MEHT

&4, WE ASSUME THAT YCU wsULD HCT WISH THIS SUBJECT TS BE
LAMDED IN THE LAP OF THE CUTER SPACE CCMMITTEE, IT wCULD,BE
HiLPFUL, N THE NEGCTIATIO&S Wi ICH ARE BOUND TO TAKE PLACé
CURING THE NEXT Few DAYS, TO HAVE AN INDICATION As TC WHETHER
YOU WOULD INCLIHE To AN ABSTENTICH JOR A VOTE AGAINST N
RzSPECTABLE COMPANY ON THE RESCLUTION IN 1ty (,F.T. WE ASGUME,
ALSD, THAT YOU WOULD. WISH US TO WGRK FGR ALTERNATIVES CM THE
LINES DESCRIBED IN PARAGRAPH 3 ABOVE. IT WOULD BfF HELPFUL TO
RAVE ANY COMMENTS AS SOCH AS POSSIBLE.

FILES




. MIPTs AGEMDA ITEM NO 128: UFO’sS

'GRENADA: DRAFT RESOLUT)oN B "
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLy REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT
HINDFUL OF 1TS CCMMITHENT To PROM
(SOLVING INTERNATIONAL pRoBLEMS,

HOTHIG THE STATEMENTS MADE BY GRENADA AT Tur THIRTIETH, TRIRTY-FIRST,
THIRTY=SECCHD AND THIRTY—THIRD SESSIONS OF THE GENERAL- ASSEMELY

REGARD UN DERTIF1ED FLY ING'CBJECTS AND RELATED PHENOMENA \VHICH

CONTINUE TO BAFFLE MAMICIND, AND GRENADAS APPZAL TG pave THE UNITED |
RATICHS CONDUCT anD CO-ORDINATE RESEARCH INTO THESE BAFFLING PHENC
NA, AND TO DISSEMINATE MoRE WIDELY AMONG

Al

‘CTE INTERNATIONAL CC-CPERATIOY I

ME~
THE NATI04S GF THE wORLD -
INFORMATION AND OTHER DATA GATHERED AND AVAILABLE ol THE

PHENOMENA, | | |

FYARE CF THE GROWING INTEREST TAKEY py PECPLE OF THE wiaLD |y
VHDENTIFIED FLY NG 0BUECTS AND RELATED PHELGMENA, AKD ALSG |NTEQEST
" STRANGE HAPPENINGS [n vaR [0US PARTS OF

E WORLD, AND RECGGNISING
THE COMM | TM

TH
ENT TO RESEARCH INTO THESE PHENCHENA DIMONSTRATED BY -
CIRTAIN HATIONAL GOVERNYENTS, INDIVIDUAL SCIENTISTS, RESEARCHERS
SDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIGNS

'
3

Al D

’

THAT, 14 CONSULTATION wiTH THE APPRUPRIATE SPECIALISED
0 THEUNITED WATIONS 1S1TIATE, COYTUGT Anp CO-0RD INATE

SEARCH INTO THE HNATURE AND CRIGIN OF UNIDENTIFIEDlFLYiNG OBJECTS
4D RELATED PHENGMENA & '

- REQUESTS THE SgcrReTaRy
ISED AGLHCIES AND Noy—
5 31 1MAY 1979
PROPOSED STyYDY,

~GENERAL TO INVITE MEMBER STATES, SPEClAL-
GOVERNMENTAL GRGANISATIONS To TRANSHIT TO M
INFORMATICH Any PRGPOSALS Wi ICH WCULD . FACILITATE THE

~
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’FUR:HFR REQUESTS THE SECRETARY—GENZPAL TG APPCINT AT THT £ L'
AR IESf

POSSIBLE DATE A THREE-MEMBER GRCUP OF EXPCRTS UHDER TRE AEGI
GF THE CCMMITTEE ON THE PEACEFUL USES GF QUTER SPACE, FCR THS
PURPOSE OF DEF INING GUIDELINES FOR THE PRGPOSED | TUDY- o :
4, ‘DECI DES THAT THE GROUP OF EXPERTS MEET DURING THE SESSICHS CFA X
iiSMgggiésitsTHE PEACEFUL USES CF GUTER SPACE TO STUDY INFC NAT[Q:HE
1D PRO7OSA ACE?BW!TTED TO THE SECRETARY-GCHERAL BY MEMBER STATES
- ICIES AND NON-GOVERMMENTAL ORGA%NISATIGHS: -
- 2;?232:H$:FDiC}DES THAT THE GROUP OF EXPZRTS REPCRT ON ITS WGRK

- TROUE = COMM ITTEE GM THE PEAGCEFUL USES OF CUTER SPACE TC

THIRTY-FCURTH SESSION GF THE GEMERAL ASSEMBLY: e
6. DECIDES FURTHER TO INGLUDE IN THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA CF THE
T?;Z;;;iogiT:HSESS|OM OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AM ITEM EMTITLED -

'R J E GROUP OF EXPERTS OF THE COMMITTEE O THE PEACEFUL
USES OF CUTER SPACE FOR THE DEF1HING OF GUIDELINES FOR THE STU
CF UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS AND RELATED pHEnoééuA;'. o o

$ILES
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MR GAIRY HAS ALSC LAID OM. Tug COMMITTEE wiLL
ITEM TO ALLGY TIME FoR CCUSULTATIONS,

2 THE IDEA 1S TO LET MR GA[RY HAVE HIS Day,
LZFT HEw vork eeFoRe ATTE"PTING TO NEGOTIATE
CRTNADA MISSION wH e WILL IDEALLY REQUIRE Min|raL
PIVCLVEMENT A%D no ADDITIGHAL UN £XPENDITURE,
BISHNING TO BE  Discyssep IN THE CCRRIDCPS, wE
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A CLHPRCMISE \iITH THE
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AY BE AZLE TC REEFCRT
TING WHICH LOOK WCRTH CCHSIDERING,




(9 the Py — b e
. ' ''REDACTED ON.ORIGINAL DISCUMENT
er which has''besen: circulated to Missiong'
Permanant Mission:

s self-explénatory.
liminary soundings this iyearyit wduld Seem that the
nada has found little ifrany s
pPosal for establishing
ling back

AGENDA ITEM "NO.'128: # el Laenads

BRI 2

[

The. attacheq lett

O Q0 ot
e

Ly oy oy

= O (D (D (b

upport for.{ts more ambitious '.

an Yy Or departme
©N a more modest”

1,

w By
2, I assy~e that

too, providegd we a

is possin:

- We will keep
R S USSP PR

R T

Mission of

nt, and is therefore



ce

L o FRLITAT Y
-'.. ) ; R 2 ‘ - :‘ ‘V-',': -‘;;_‘;
" PERMANENT MIS

B - .

SSION ,Pf’.%‘BSN.ADA TO THE UNITED NATIONS -} L i
145 77 468 BECOND AVENUE, SuITE 502 NEWYORK, NY. 10017 . N

e ¢ TELEPHONE: (212) 759-0878 :

CABLE: "GRENOUM" NEWYORY,

Fe T

" - OUR REF: .

T States to the United -
entative of Grenada's
» 1978 has the honour to remind that Grenada's item
on the subject of Unidentified Flying Objects and extra-terrestrial

: _ Special Political Conmittee
this week beginning November 27th. - -: e i

The Permanent Mission of Grenada wishes to brin
Member States thgt, i

/ heavy financjal costs, the Government of Grenada is
Proposing that the Contenplated study and research be Placed in the hands

The Permanent Mission of Grenada furth

er has the honour to attach
the general outline of th

e draft resolution contemplated.

The Permanent Mission of Grenada to the United Nations avails-itself
of this opportun

S ity to renew to the Permanent Missions of Member States to
the United Nations the assurances 1f its highest consideration.

New York, November 10, 1978

/::‘,‘,,..\ 19 bey ~
L% M a o LN

Pernmunent Mission of Member States
to the UNITED NATIONS
NEW YORK




international problems,

Aware of the growing interest taken by people of the world in Unidentified
ying Objects and related Phenomena which continue to baffle mankind, and
in strange happcnings in various parts of the world

O'o.oo.!olo.

Noting thevstatement made by the Prime Minister of
3lst, 32nd, and 33rd Sessi

Co-ordinate
Flying Objects and related phenoinena and to dis-

the Nations of the world information and other
datd guthered: ‘ :

. . s N
Recognising the comuittment to research into these phenomena demonstrated
by individual scientists, researchgrg, educational institutions and National
Govermments

.

1. Recommends that there be initiated afépecialaofficial United ‘Nutions
study on the Nature and relars : : A, . .

extra-terrestria] Phenomeny

2. _Requasts The Secretary-General to appoint at the earliest possible
date an "ad hee ETOUp of experts" of not more than sevep (7) scientific
€Xperts drawn frop within the United Nations Secretariat and from private

rescarch Organisationg with the task of elaborating 4 possible framework
for the above-mentioned study,

3. Further re uests the Secretary-General to make available to the ad hoc
group of experts all the relevant material, including Proposals made by
Member States as well as previoys and current studies available on the subject.

4. Further re ucsts the Committee to submit a preliminayy report on its work
by Junc 1, 1978. .

S. Further‘PeLuests the

U1 Secretary-General to transmit the preliminary report
of the ad hoc group of ¢

Xperts to Member States not later than July 30th, 1979,
6. Decides to include in the Provisional agenda of the Thirty Fourth Session
of the Ceneral Asscmbly the iten entitled "Report of the ad hoc group of experts'

to investigate the nature and relationship of Unidentified Flying Objects and
extra-terrestrial phenomena., ' '

‘.}bcidcs further that 4 Comrehensive report of the committee will be tabled
at the 35t ReguTur Session of the General Assembly,
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33RD SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
GENERAL A3SEMBLY

AGENDA ITEM NO 128

SSTABLISHINENT OF AN AGENCY OR A DSPARTMENT op THE UNITED
NATIONS FOR UNDERTAKING, CO-ORDINATING AND DIS3EMINATING
1= RESULTS OF RESEARCH INTO UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS
AND RELATED PHENOMENA (ITEM PROFOSED By GRENADA (S/33/131)).

The attached brief has been preparéd by the Energy Science and

Space Departmant in the Foreign and Commonwealth

Office in
Home Office.




A UK AINMS

To oppose the establishment of any such ag=ncy.

B POINTS TO MiKE

2. The British delegation does not think that the establish-
ment of an agency for research into unidentified flying
objects is appropriate to the functions of the United Nationg,
It considers that the exitence of such an agency under UN
auspices would be an unjustifiable drain on UN resources
which could be better deployed elsewhere.

C TACTICS

3. Hopefully a confrontation with the representative of
Grenada can be avoided, but the UK should not hesitate to
make its views known as and when annropriate. You should
seek whatever support you can piarticul=rly among the WNine.
BACKGROUND

4. At last year's UN General Assembly, the Grenadan
delegation, with the full support of Premier Gairy, sought
to establish an ad hoc working group of the UN to evaluate
UFO reports. FCU IMinsiters expressed the view that to set
up any such body would r:duce the credibility of ths UN;
accordingly th= UK delegation was instructed to oppose.

In the event, no vote was taken on ths Grenadan Resolution}
as a compromise, ths General Assembly "studied the toxt"

and reguested the Jescretary-General to transmit it "to states
members of the UN and to interested specialised agencies so

that they might communicate their views to the Secretary-
General". '
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SED THL VIEV THAF, SHICE AGREEMENT TO SET
LPOSUCH ML OAGENCY VUULD REDUCE THE CREDIDILITY OF THE U, WE
MOULD CPPOSE T, YOU SHOULD BE GiJ IDED ACCORDINGLY SEEhiNG
HATFV:R SUPPORT YOU CAN, PARTICULARLY AMONG THE MINME,
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~ YOUR TELNOS. 2241 AND 2242 AND TELECON VNS

CUFO I TEM. - REDACTED ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

1. WE REMAIN FIRMLY OPPOSED TO A GRENADA RESOLUTION ON UFOS. WE
DO NOT CONSIDER SUCH OPPOSITION LIKELY TO BE DAMAGING EITHER TO
THE UK OR TO THE UN. YOU SHOULD, THEREFORE, MAKE HO ATTEMPT TO
CONCEAL THE UK’S INTENTION OF VOTING AGAINST ANY RESOLUTION

CONTAINING AN OPERATIONAL OUTCOME, REGARDLESS OF WHETHER OR NOT
THIS LEAVES US IN A MINORITY.

2¢ IF THE GRENADAMS CAN BE PERSUADED TO ABANDON THEIR RESOLUTION

WS THINK THAT REFERRAL OF THEIR UFO INTEREST TO THE COMMITTLC oMl
'UTER SPACE WOULD PROVIDE THE BEST FACE SAVING DEVICE. THIS
COMMITIEE IS AFTER ALL THE ESTABLISHED UM DODY DEALING WITH OUTER
SPACE MATTERS. WE UNDERSTAND THE AUSTRUIAH CHAIRMAN’S ANXJETIES '
SUT THINK THAT IN VIEW OF THE COMMITTEE'S EXISTING WORK LOAD,

THIS ITSELF SHOULD BE A REASONABLE GUARANTEE THAT THE UFO 1SSUE

VOULD BEZ PLACED AT THE BOTTOM OF |TS AGENDA WITH ,A FAIR CHANCE
CGF BEING IGNORED INDEFINITELY.

b3

o
=

¥}

3. WE ARE LESS ATTRACTED TO THE SUGGESTION IN PARAGRAPH 6 OF
TELNO, 22414 1T HAS THE DISADVANTAGE THAT ONCE THE UFO |SSUE °

WA3 INSCRIBED AS AN AGENDA ITEM FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IT WOULD
EE THERE IN BLACK AND WHITE AND WE COULD NOT REPEAT NOT BE CERTAIN
THAT CONTINUING PRESSURE FROM GRENADA, PERHAPS WITH THE SUPPORT

OF OTHER DELEGATIONS, WOULD NOT LEAD TO ITS DISCUSSION EITHER AT
THE 33RD OR 34TH SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.




MY TELHO 2271
SPC: UFO ITEM

1. THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SPC WAS SUCCESSFUL IN PERSUADING THE !
SRENADANS AND THE CHAIRMEN OF THE REGIONAL GROUPS TO ACCEPT-HIS |
CONMPROMISE SOLUTION, AND THIS AFTERNOON READ OUT THE FOLLOWING .
STATEHMENT s :

THE SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS TO THE GENERAL ASSENBLY
THE ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING DRAFT CONSENSUST .

1. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS TAKEN NOTE OF THE STATEMENTS MADE IN
#E SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE BY THE PRIME MINISTER OF GKEWADA ON
3 NOVEMBER 1977 AND BY THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION OF GRENADA ON 28
AlID 30 NOVEMBER AND ... DEGEMBER 1977 (A/sPC/32/PV.35, A/SPC/32/SR,37
AND A/SPC/32/SRe eed).

2. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HAS ALSO STUDIED THE TEXT OF THE DRAFT
RESOLUTION SUBMITTED BY GRENADA (A/SPC/32/L.28). . ! ,

3. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY REQUESTS THE SECRETARV-GENERAL T0 . '
TRANSHIT THE TEXT OF THE DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/SPC/32/L.20), TOGETHER
VITH THE ABOVE-MENTIONED STATEMENTS, TO STATES MEMBERS OF THE UMITED
NATIONS AND TO INTERESTED SPECIALIZED AGENCIES, SO THAT THEY MAY
COMIUNICATE THEIR VIEWS TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL. | |

4. THE GEMNERAL ASSEMBLY ALSO. REQUESTS THE SECRETARY-GENERAL TO

BRING THEIR REPLIES TO THE ATTENTION OF ALL MEMBER STATES AND
INTERESTED SPECIALIZED AGENCIES, |
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The meeting was called to order at 3.45 p.m.

AGENDA ITEil 126: ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AGENCY OR A DEPARTVMENT OF THE UNITED NATION:
FOR UNDLRTAKING, CO-ORDINATING AND DISSEHINATING THE RESULTS OF RESEARCH IHTQ -~ e
UHIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS AND RELATED PHENOMENA (continued) (A/33/141, A/33/26a.
A/8PC/33/L.20) . >

1. —(Gfenada)* read out a letter from—, a former

astronaut, expressing the belief that unidentified flying objects were
~itraterrestrial vehicles vhose crews vere visitina Tarth from more technicallv
advanced planets, had himself spent two days in 1951 observing UrOs Q'f
different sizes flying in fighter formation, generally from east to west over
Europe. A top-level co-ordinated programme was needed to collect and analyse data

from all over the world concerninz all types of encounters and to dstermine how test
to male friendly contact with such visitors.

Man might have to prove to the
visitors that he had learned to solve his problems by peaceful means rather than by

warfare before he could be accerpted as a fully qualified universal team meiber, Sucn
acceptance would have trerendous possibilities for the advancement of the world in
all areas, and it would certainly seem that the United Wations had an interest in
hanlling the subject properly and expeditiously. If the United Wations agreed to

pursue the project, many more well-qualified people might azree to provids help and
information,

2. (Grenada)® saii it vas important to remember thet men throuchout
the vorld hzd something in common: they were all earthlings, a fact which tended
e forgotten when man's many differences were aired, After 20 yzars of study, he .
believed that there was overwvhelning evidence to sugmest that the planet was teing

visited by intelli~ently controllsd o traterrestrinl vehicles The evidence took the
form of eye-witness testi.ony from responsible persons, physical trace cases

to
b

had left, radar
of ezrthlings
knowledze of

visuzl sishtings, photogranhs and gbducticns, apparently by ~liens
and the subseguent return of the earthlings, although there was no
~cases where earthlings had not teen returned.

(W3]

Zvery large-scale scientific study of UFOs had provided a substantizl numter of
in which the observations clearly indicated that the UFO was a manufactured
behaving in ways which could not be duplicated by manufactured objacts on
The ability of UFOs to move and manoeuvre at thousands cf miles an hour,
eny visible external engine, wings or tail, indicated that the spacecraft had

aufactured by someone other than man. Many peovle wished to know why UFOs

should visit Eartn 2nd what was hznpening on Earth that could be of interest to an
advanced civilization, Probably there were many thinzs of interest to soxmeone

cencerned with the development of a primitive society.
~uzranteed
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However, one thing was

to be of interest to znother civilization and that was the fact that
hundred years men would be going to the stars, He himself, as a nuclear
had worked on fission and fusion propulsion systems which would te
transporting rman to nearby star systems within reasonable periods of tims,
and it would be obvious to any alien in the neighbourhood that man would tes doinz so
within a hundred years. Since the end of the Second World War, with the devslopzent

“he full text of this statement will appear in document A/3PC/33/PV.3A.
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of nuclear weapons, rockets and electronics, man had become of interest to

¥ b . » - - Other
advanced civilizations, MNaturally, such civilizations would be concerned with tﬁeir
own survival and security and would therefore wish to be informed of the activitieg
of another civilization vhich was just begzinning space travel; it was therefore

C 3 X clear
that the UFOs were obtaining data for their own purposes, acting as a kind of galactic
federation intelligence agency. )

L. People also wondered why UFOs did not make contact. He suggested that there was
no one leader with whom such alien beings could make contact. Whereas the smallest
reasonable political unit on a galactic neighbourhood basis was a planet or a solar
system, from the alien viewpoint men's was a primitive society whose major activity
was tribal warfare; it would make né more sense for alien beings to speak to
individual countries than for the United Nations to address individual cities,

5. Sone people were worried at the significance of flying saucers and wondered why,
in the light of the importance of questions of peace, survival and hunger, people
should concern themselves with such matters. He suggested that man's very survival
might depend cn his taking an earthling orientation. The easiest way of doinz so was
for him to try to see himself as others saw him, TFrom up above, coming into the
planet Zarth, there vere no boundary lines. Acceptance of oneself as an earthling
would bacome natural when it was.recognized that the planet Earth was being visited.
6. There were also practical aspects such as the significance of man's acquiring
rmotive propulsion which would encble hin to travel and to transport goods from place
tc place without using the traditional means of transport and without expending )
valuable resources which were normally burned and thrown away. It was clear that -
aliens had solved problems such as the develovmant of new and better means of
producing energy. In addition, the Earth might wvell have som= resources which could
be exported to alien civilizations; as the densest planet in the solar system, the
Earth had more wvaluable heavy nmetals than any other planet in the neisghbourhood aad
ight also have plant life and other materials which would be of interest to aliens.

Te tiodsr
with ertr
same mann
aiay .

n astronomy fregquently assumed, in relation to
errestricrl intalliczrnces, that all other solar

+
[
r as our own, in which the nearest star to the
However, within our

the possibility of contact
systens were isolated in the
sun was four light years

owvn galactic neighbourhood there were approximately 1,000
stars, of which LS were similer to the sun and might vell be exnected "to have plenets
and life; some of <%hos» planets would be much older then Earth. In addition,
research into UFOs had revealed the existence of two sun-like stars, Zeta I Reticulae
and Zeta II Reticulae, which were separated Ly only three lizht week
croximity would suggest that interstellar travel and commurication o
developed ruch earlier than cn our isclated planzt. Three recent pr
publications had expressed tne view that our entire

would be further divided into groups insftead of baccmin
which was recessary for its survival,

galaxy n=ad ;- deen
colenized, Perhaps the most important thing to recognize was that the next generation
would grow up in a drastically different situation; unless scmethinzy was dons to
prevent it, another dozen countries would soon have nucl a rld
O

ear weapons and the wo
the earthling ci z
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8. P(Grenada) invited merbers of the Comnittee to make suggestié;{;.&nd.
recomuendations concerning the draft resolution submitted by his delegation s

(A/SPC/33/L.20); his delegation was very flexible as to the actual mechanisp 1o be
decided on by the Committee for monitoring and co-ordinating research into UFOs ang
would be interested to hear the ideas of other delesations on the matter. He

assunied that the wote on the resolution would take place at

9. The CHAIRMAN said thet the substantive consideration of and vote on the
resolution would be deferred until a later meeting.

a later date.

L e——— —
.

20. _(Liberia) requested that the statements made by the members of the

delegation of Grenada should be reproduced in extenso in the records so that
delegates could study themn more closely,

11, The CHAIRIAY recalled that the General Assembly, at the Lth plenar; heeting of
its current session, had decided to maintain the option thuat had traditionally been

approved for the Specisl Political Comuittee to obtain transcrivtions of debates of
sone of its meetings, or portions thereof,

2. N (United Kinsdon) aske

ked what the financial implications of sucu:
action would be,

]
De

The CHATIRMAN said that such expenditure as might be incurred by the provision
of transcriptions of ths Camittee's debates was considered tc be part of the normal
worik of the General Assembly; there were no direct financial implications, If hLe

heard no objection, he would take it that the Comnittee approved the reguest mads
by the representative of Liberia.

1k, It was so decided,.

The meetinz rose at 4,15 n.m.
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From: SESSIEONN

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5t Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB
Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000
(Fax)
Your Reference:
Our Reference:
31-01-2005-110656-008
Date:
8 March 2005

e

I am writing concerning your request for a copy of the MOD’s policy statement on UFOs. Your
request has been passed to this Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of
Defence for correspondence regarding UFOs.

I am sorry you have had trouble accessing this information on the MOD Freedom of Information
Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk. For your information I have enclosed a copy of the
statement. The Policy statement can be accessed by searching under ‘UFO’ on the website and
then clicking on ‘Policy’. This action will also allow you to view other released information on the
Rendlesham Forest incident and the final report of the Flying Saucer Working Party.

I hope this will be helpful.

Yours sincerely




MOD Policy on Unidentified Flying Objects (UFO)

The Ministry of Defence does not have any expertise or role in respect of
‘UFO / flying saucer’ matters or to the question of the existence or
otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which it remains totally
open-minded. To date the MOD knows of no evidence which
substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena.

The MOD examines any ‘UFO’ reports it receives solely to establish
whether what was seen might have some defence significance;

namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom’s
airspace might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air
activity. Unless there is evidence of a potential threat to the United
Kingdom from an external source, and to date no “UFQO’ report has
revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature
of each sighting reported to us. We believe that rational explanations,
such as aircraft lights or natural phenomena, could be found for them if
resources were diverted for this purpose, but it is not the function of the
MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification service. It would be an
inappropriate use of defence resources if we were to do so.

If you wish to report a sighting or have any questions about the MOD’s
position regarding UFOs, you should write to the following address;

Ministry of Defence

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information
5™ Floor, Zone H

Main Building

London
SWI1A 2HB @
Alternatively you can contact us on any of the following;

Telephone: 020-7218-2140 (24 hour Answerphone)
Fax:
E-Mail:  das-ufo-office@mod.uk


The National Archives
MoD Policy UFOs 2005
Copy of MoD policy/position statement on UFOs 2005.
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The Prime Minister/SofS/Min(AF)/Min(DP)/USofS/MOD” has received the attached
correspondence from a member of the public, which this office has neither retamed nor
acknowledged. Please send a reply on behalf of the PM/Mlmster/Department

Ministers attach great importance to correspondence being answered promptly, and your reply

should be sent within 15 working days of the above date. If, exceptionally, this should prove

impossible, an interim reply should be sent within the same timescale. You should be aware that
- ~No10periodically calls-for-asample-of letters sent by officials on the PM's: behalf for his

perusal.

Most correspondence involves some form of request for information — even if it is only a request
for clarification of Government policy — and is therefore covered by the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) from January 2005. In general, if you meet the deadline for responding to
correspondence, and comply with any requests for information, there is no need to do anything
differently as this will meet the requirements of the Act. However, if the correspondence
requests information which is not already in the public domain, and which might need to be
withheld, then you should treat it as a FOIA request, track it using the Access to Information
toolkit, and comply with the separate FOI guidance from DG Info (see
http://aitportal/default.aspx for details). However, the deadline for responding to correspondence
will still apply. If you are in any doubt as to whether a piece of correspondence should be treated

- as an FOIA request, you should ask your FOI Focal Point or refer to the guidance produced by

DG Info.

It is vital that branches ensure they have simple systems to record and track correspondence
received from members of the public. This information should be regularly monitored and
reviewed against the targets for answering correspondence published in the Spending Review
2000 Service Delivery Agreement for the Ministry of Defence.

As part of our monitoring procedure, random spot checks on the accuracy of your branch
records on correspondence will be performed throughout the year.

Ministerial Correspondence Unit
Floor 5, Zone A, Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB

_DII' Ministma! %orrcspondence; e: Ministerial-Correspondence@mod.uk.

DmMmemMmngmmmwembefomdmmeDefmcchuanetathtq)//maindefmmduk/mn_parL/Pw‘lBrchﬂ’OGmdkm

If you do not have access to the Intranet, please inform the Ministerial Correspondence Unit.

** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

* Delete as appropriate.

Q)

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

Revised January 2005
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Correspondence Unit
MOD

Level 5

Main building
Whitehall

London SW1A 2HB

24™ January 2005

Dear Sir/Madam,

I would like to obtain a copy of the MOD's policy statement on the UFO phenomenon, as
described on your website at:

http://WWW foi.mod.uk/classes].asp

My address is:

London

telephon

Many thanks for you help.

Yours faithfully,




#* TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY ** OV >¢¢

DAS
102N0- T P R L ceaaeees,
26 JAN 2005 IL

RLE
TREAT OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE

o DS () O ¥ TO Ref No_ S\t 12005
ccC.

Date :26[\\03

The Prime Minister/SofS/Min(AF)/Min(DP)/USofS/MOD" has received the attached
correspondence from a member of the public, which this office has neither retained nor
acknowledged. Please send a reply on behalf of the PM/Minister/Department*.

Ministers attach great importance to correspondence being answered promptly, and your reply
should be sent within 15 working days of the above date. If, exceptionally, this should prove
impossible, an interim reply should be sent within the same timescale. You should be aware that

- —No 10-periodically calls fora'sample of letters sent by officials-onthe PM's behalf for his
perusal. '

Most correspondence involves some form of request for information — even if it is only a request
for clarification of Government policy — and is therefore covered by the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) from January 2005. In general, if you meet the deadline for responding to
correspondence, and comply with any requests for information, there is no need to do anything
differently as this will meet the requirements of the Act. However, if the correspondence
requests information which is not already in the public domain, and which might need to be
withheld, then you should treat it as a FOIA request, track it using the Access to Information
toolkit, and comply with the separate FOI guidance from DG Info (see
http://aitportal/default.aspx for details). However, the deadline for responding to correspondence
will still apply. If you are in any doubt as to whether a piece of correspondence should be treated
as an FOIA request, you should ask your FOI Focal Point or refer to the guidance produced by
DG Info.

¢

** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

It is vital that branches ensure they have simple systems to record and track correspondence
received from members of the public. This information should be regularly monitored and
reviewed against the targets for answering correspondence published in the Spending Review
2000 Service Delivery Agreement for the Ministry of Defence.

As part of our monitoring procedure, random spot checks on the accuracy of your branch
records on correspondence will be performed throughout the year.

Ministerial Correspondence Unit
Floor 5, Zone A, Main Building, Whitehall. SW1A 2HB

_DII: Ministerial Correspondence; e: Ministerial—Corrcspondgnce@mod.uk.

Detailed guidance on handling TO Correspondence can be found on the Defence Intranet at 21tp://main.defence.mod.uk/min_parl/ParlBrch/TOGuid . htm
H you do not have access to the Intranet, please inform the Ministerial Correspondence Unit.

** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

* Delete as appropriate.

9,

ENWESTOR BX PROPLE

Revised January 2005

|
|

+x ALTIOTYd HOTH V NTAD A9 OL x»



o

-

From: W@ yahoo.co.uk]
Sent: anuary :

To: public@ministers.mod.uk
Subiject: Request for information

Dear Sir/Madam,

I would like to obtain a copy of the MOD’s policy statement on the UFO phenomenon, as described on
your website at:

http://WWW.foi.mod.uk/classesl.asp

Please let me know what I should do to achieve this.

My address is:

i
Section 40

(teleph
(email:

one: Zocction 40
yahoo.co.uk)

Many thanks for you help.

Yours faithfully,

ALL-NEW Yahoo! Messenger - all new features - even more fun! http://uk.messenger.yahoo.com



O o--EEEEE

| am writing concerning your request for information regarding UFO sighting reports. Your
requests have been passed to this Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of
Defence for correspondence regarding UFOs.

First it may be helpful if | explain that the Ministry of Defence does not have any expertise or
role in respect of ‘UFO/flying saucer’ matters or to the question of the existence or otherwise
of extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which it remains totally open-minded. To date, the MOD
knows of no evidence which substantiates the existence of these phenomena and we
therefore have no information about alleged “UFO crashes”. The MOD examines any ‘UFQO’
reports it receives solely to establish whether what was seen might have some defence
significance; namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom’s airspace might
have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless there is evidence of a
potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external source, and to date no ‘UFQ’ report
has revealed such evidence, we do not attempt to identify the precise nature of each sighting
reported to us. We believe that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural
phenomena, could be found for them if resources were diverted for this purpose, but it is not
the function of the MOD to provide this kind of aerial identification service. It would be an
inappropriate use of defence resources if we were to do so.

With regard to your particular request, | should advise you that MOD files on UFOs were
routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when they were generally preserved for The
National Archives. A few did survive before 1967 and if these included any of the incidents
you refer to in 1955 and 1963 they will now be at The National Archives. You can contact The
National Archives at Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or telephone, 020
8876 3444. The National Archives also have a website giving information about the records
they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the internet at

hitp://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk.

All the surviving MOD documents concerning events at Rendlesham Forest in 1980 can be
viewed at The Ministry of Defence Freedom of Information Publication Scheme
www.foi.mod.uk. A search in the Scheme under ‘Rendlesham Forest’ will take you to this
information.

I hope this will be helpful.

Yours sincerely

¢\ =\es



** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

0/
% Imarfipre, /E-MAIL
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TREAT OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE

To_ 2SR PP TORefNo_| 671 2 12005
CC. —
' Date_2 S~ [~ 93

The Prime Minister/SofS/Min(AF)/Min(DP)/USofS/MOD" has received the attached
correspondence from a member of the public, which this office has neither retained nor
acknowledged. Please send a reply on behalf of the I_’M/Minister/Depamnent'.

Ministers attach great importance to correspondence being answered promptly, and your reply
should be sent within 15 working days of the above date. If, exceptionally, this should prove
impossible, an interim reply should be sent within the same timescale. You should be aware that
No 10 periodically calls fora sample of letters sent by officials on the PM's behalf for his

Most correspondence involves some form of request for information — even if it is only a request
for clarification of Government policy — and is therefore covered by the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) from January 2005. In general, if you meet the deadline for responding to
correspondence, and comply with any requests for information, there is no need to do anything
differently as this will meet the requirements of the Act. However, if the correspondence
requests information which is not already in the public domain, and which might need to be
withheld, then you should treat it as a FOIA request, track it using the Access to Information
toolkit, and comply with the separate FOI guidance from DG Info (see
http://aitportal/default.aspx for details). However, the deadline for responding to correspondence
will still apply. If you are in any doubt as to whether a piece of correspondence should be treated
as an FOIA request, you should ask your FOI Focal Point or refer to the guidance produced by
DG Info.

It is vital that branches ensure they have simple systems to record and track correspondence
received from members of the public. This information should be regularly monitored and
reviewed against the targets for answering correspondence published in the Spending Review
2000 Service Delivery Agreement for the Ministry of Defence.

As part of our monitoring procedure, random spot checks on the accuracy of your branch
records on correspondence will be performed throughout the year.

Ministerial Correspondence Unit
Floor 5, Zone A, Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB
t: .
_DII: Ministerial Correspondence; e: Ministerial-Correspondence@mod.uk.

Detailed guidance on handling TO Correspondence can be found on the Defence Intranet at kttp://main.defence.mod.uk/min_parl/PariBrch/TOGuid.htm

If you do not have access to the Intranet, please inform the Ministerial Correspondence Unit.

** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

* Delete as appropriate.

Q

EXVESTOR IN PEOPLE

Revised January 2005
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i 31-01-2005~ 62957016
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From: ] @ hotmail.com]
Sent: 27 January 2005 13:30

To: public@ministers.mod.uk

Subject: Request under Freedom of Information Act
Importance: High

P Skipton, North Yorkshire,

Dear sir or madam

Under the Freedom of Information Act, I am emailing you to request the release of
certain information concerning Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) in the UK. I
understand the MoD's official line is that UFOs represent no threat to the defence of
the UK and therefore all information relating to them is freely available under the
FoI Act as it does not compromise national defence.

I understand a number of UFO crashes have occured in the UK and the MoD holds files
documenting as much information on each of them as it could compile. I am therefore
requesting all information held by the MoD on the following crash incidents in the UK
including copies of letters, official reports, studies and other documentation:

5th May 1955 - Brighton
10th December 1963 - Cosford RAF Air Base 26th & 27th December 1980 - Rendlesham
Forest RAF/US Air Base

Please acknowledge your receipt of this email as soon as possible and arrange for the

above requested documentation to be posted in hard copy form to my address at the top
of this email. I understand you now have 20 days to do this.

Yours sincerelr




From (O
Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information 1

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
5 Floor, Zone H, Main Building, Whitehall, London SW1A 2HB

Telephone (Direct dial) 020 7218 2140
(Switchboard) 020 7218 9000

S Section 40|

Your Reference:

Our Reference:
31-01-2005-112656-009
Date:

8 March 2005

I am writing concerning your request for information relating to the incidents at RAF
Bentwater/RAF Woodbridge and RAF Boulmer. Your requests has been passed to this
Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence regarding
UFOs.

All the documents concerning the events at Rendlesham Forest have been released and can be
viewed at the MOD Freedom of Information Publication Scheme via the internet at
www.foi.mod.uk. A search under ‘Rendlesham Forest’ will take you straight to this information.

With regard to your request for information about a UFO sighting at RAF Boulmer in 1977, this
information was released at the National Archives in January 2005. The National Archives can be
contacted at Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or telephone, 020 8876 3444.
The National Archives also has a website giving information about the records they hold and how
to access them. This can be found on the internet at http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk.

I hope this will be helpful.

Yours sincerely




-—No-10-periodically calls-for a-sample-of Ietters sent-by

** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **
DAS '
102No.

28 JAN 2005

FILE .
TREAT OFFICIAL CO SPONDENCE

To_DAS (A) PP  TORefNo__970 " 12005
CC.
Date_ 47- |-05

Ministers attach great importance to correspondence being answered promptly, and your reply
should be sent within 15 working days of the above date. If, exceptionally, this should prove
impossible, an interim reply should be sent within the same timescale. You should be aware that
ials-onthe PM's behalf for his
perusal. '

Most correspondence involves some form of request for information — even if it is only a request
for clarification of Government policy — and is therefore dovered by the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA) from January 2005. In general, if you meet the deadline for responding to
correspondence, and comply with any requests for information, there is no need to do anything
differently as this will meet the requirements of the Act. However, if the correspondence
requests information which is not already in the public domain, and which might need to be
withheld, then you should treat it as a FOIA request, track it using the Access to Information
toolkit, and comply with the separate FOI guidance from DG Info (see

http://aitportal/default. aspx for details). However, the deadline for responding to correspondence
will still apply. If you are in any doubt as to whether a piece of correspondence should be treated
as an FOIA request, you should ask your FOI Focal Point or refer to the guidance produced by
DG Info.

It is vital that branches ensure they have simple systems to record and track correspondence
received from members of the public. This information should be regularly monitored and
reviewed against the targets for answering correspondence published in the Spending Review
2000 Service Delivery Agreement for the Ministry of Defence.

As part of our monitoring procedure, random spot checks on the accuracy of your branch
records on correspondence will be performed throughout the year.

Ministerial Correspondence Unit
Floor 5, Zone A, Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB

_ DII: Ministerial Correspondence; e: Ministerial-Correspondence@mod.uk.

Detailed guidance on handling TO Correspondence can be found on the Defence Intranet at http.//main.defence.mod.uk/min_parl/PariBrch/TOGuid htm

If you do not have access to the Intranet, please inform the Ministerial Correspondence Unit.

** TO BE GIVEN A HIGH PRIORITY **

* Delete as appropriate.

Q)

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

Revised January 2005
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Page 1 of 1

4
From: I

Sent: 09 March 2005 11:53

To: hotmail.com'

Subject: Internet-Authorised: Information requested.

| have just received your e.mail.

| am sorry that you have not received the information you requested from The National Archives. Your request
was to The National Archives, not the Ministry of Defence, so we are unable to assist you with obtaining these

I hope this will be helpful.

Yours sincerely

09/03/2005



2 hotmail.com]

Sent: 08 March 2005 22:08
To: Section 40 |

Subject: RE: FOI Request. - UFOS (Not Properly Processed)

Thanks for your response. Yes, I visited the web site that you list below and placed
an order for ufo documents of which I requested electronic copies. I was charged 10
1lbs (about $20 US), but never received any data.

Ultimately I had to contact my credit card company to get credited for data that I
never received. I still want to obtain these documents. My order was as follows:

On Jan. 28, 2005 I placed an order for the following documents which have
>been recently declassified:

> :

>Document reference: AIR 2/18874

>Transaction number: R/05/00029035Q

> :
>I requested digital images of the documents (to be made available for
>download). As of today I have not heard anything regarding my order.
>Please advise.

>

>Thanks.

SIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

>Bellevue, WA 98015-0246

U.S.A.

>From: J @mod . uk>
>To: hotmail.com>
>Subject: FOI Request. Date: Tue, 8 Mar 2005 16:38:24 -0000

>
¥y scction 40
>

>

>

>I am writing concerning your request for information about recently
>released MOD information on UFO sightings. Your requests have been
>passed to this Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry
>0f Defence for correspondence regarding UFOs.

>Some MOD UFO records from the early 1970's were released at The

>National Archives in January 2005. For details please see The National
>Archives website www.nationalarchives.gov.uk
><http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/> where you can access their

>online catalogue for details. In addition there is information on UFOs

>in the MOD FOI Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk <http://www.foi.mod.uk/>

>I hope this will be helpful.
>

Yours sincerely




Dear- S

I am writing concerning your request for information about recently released MOD informatidh
on UFO sightings. Your requests have been passed to this Department as we are the focal :
point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence regarding UFOs.

Some MOD UFO records from the early 1970’s were released at The National Archives in

January 2005. For details please see The National Archives website

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk where you can access their online catalogue for details. In
addition there is information on UFOs in the MOD FOI Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk.

I hope this will be helpful.

Yours sincerely

% \3\ a8




Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details

Page 1 of 2

GXAITESTPTCD:

01 February 05

Request:  oufTINAMTSiNN 7> SEMSRINREN1e Received: 27 Jan 05 |
d g (DGR Expiry Date: SiReY 47 |All sources
Days Laft 16 Status: Internal Transfer

Workflow Options
Internal Transfer
View
Audit Trail
Comments Log
Saved Search Result
Contact Details
Documents
Actions
Assign Within My Group
Change Alert Settings
Edit Request Details
Upload Document
Close Case
Take Ownership

Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

Date request received:

Applicant Details

Title: Other:

First Name: *Surname: “
Organisation: iMeteoroIogist i

Applicant Type: |Not Specified ~|  other:

Contact Details (Mailing or email address required)

Address Linel:

Address Line2:

Address Line3:

Town/City:

gy geaneres. ey oy oo

Postcode: Country: ‘United Kingdom

Email: '

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,4449,68

01/02/2005



Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details Page 1 of 2

.

GxAITESTPTCD:
01 February 05

Expiry Date: 24 Feb 05

weuest: RO 200509123600 ]

Days Laft: 18 Status: Internal Transfer
Workfiow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
Internal Transfer The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search resulits.
View
Audit Trail Request Details
Comments Log '
Saved Search Result Response Format Requested: electronic § Language Requested | Welsh
Contzst Detalls *Enter the request for information:
Documents ; -
Actions Hi:

Assign Within My Group

I just learned that the British Government (Ministry of Defense) has released (declassified) many documents relating
Change Alert Settings

to UFOs and Xfiles. I would like to obtain some of these documents, but I cannot find the link (website). I had found

Edit Request Details the link a few days ago, but inadvertantly deleted it.

Upload Document

Close Case

Take Ownership Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).

To be held by the help desk until allocation.

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,4449,68 01/02/2005



atelSection 49

| am writing concerning your request for information for “FOI document releases from January
2004 to 2005, relating to Unidentified Flying Objects”. Your request has been passed to this
Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence
regarding UFOs.

It is not clear what information you are seeking. The Freedom of Information Act 2000 did not
come into force until 1% January 2005. We have received FOI requests concerning UFOs and
examples of these can be seen in the Reading Room of the MOD Freedom of Information
Publication Scheme at www.foi.mod.uk. This Scheme also contains other released

information on UFOs.

In addition we are looking to see if further information can be made available to the public and
we are currently compiling a database of reports which we intend to publish in the Publication
Scheme at the end of June 2005.

The National Archives also hold UFO information. For details about the records and how to
access them, can be found on their website at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk.

I hope this will be helpful.

Yours sincerely

% \3\05
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Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details Page 1 of 2

GxAITESTPTCD:
01 February 05

Request: 2BD1-2005-004657-002 ¢ Eﬁ;?x%ja.te: 22 Jan 03 . 2 |All sources el
Days Left: 18 Status: Internal Transfer

Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.

Internal Transfer The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

View

Audit Tralil Date request received:

Comments Log

Saved Search Result Applicant Details

Contact Details

Documents Title: Other: .
Actions . = -
Assign Within My Group First Name: *Surname:
Change Alert Settings Organisation:  |Northumberland UFO Re

Edit Request Details
Upload Document
Close Case

Take Ownership Contact Details (Mailing or email address required)

Applicant Type: |Non-profit organisations E Other:

Address Linel:
Address Line2:

Address Line3: iMorpeth §

Town/City: iNorthumberland
rostcoce:  [RSUIEINM | County:  [UniedKingdom 7]

Telephone: Fax: E

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,4445,68 01/02/2005



Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details Pagelof2

GXAITESTPTCD:
01 February 05

Request:  [TNTOTRIZIa)28-01-2005-094657-002 Received: 27 Jan 05
quesst e Expiry Date: 24 Feb 05 /- |All sources =i

Days Left: 8 Status: Internal Transfer

Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.

Internal Transfer The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

View

Audit Trail Request Details

Comments Log
Saved Search Resuit
Contact Details
Documents
Actions
Assign Within My Group
Change Alert Settings
Edit Request Details
Upload Document
Close Case
Take Ownership

Response Format Requested: electronic Language Requested |

*Enter the request for information:
FOI Document release's from January 2004 to 2005, relating to Unidentified flying objects

Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).
Email held with Info Access Helpdesk

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,4445,68 01/02/2005



| am writing concerning your request for information about a UFO sighting on 15™ August ’
1967. Your request has been passed to this Department as we are the focal point within the
Ministry of Defence for correspondence regarding UFOs.

| should inform you that the MOD files on UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until
1967 when they were generally preserved for the National Archives.

A few have survived before 1967 and these together with records up to 1977 are now
available for viewing. The National Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, Kew,
Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or telephone 020 8876 3444. The National Archives also have a
website giving information about the records they hold and how to access them. This can be

found on the internet at htip://www.nationalarchives.go.uk.
| hope this will be helpful.

Yours sincerely

g\ 2\es



Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details

Page 1 of 2

GAITESTPTCD:
01 February 05

Request: SISO /-0 -2005-092733-004 Received: 27 Jan 05

Days Left: 18

Workflow Options
Internal Transfer
View
Audit Trall
Comments Log
Saved Search Resuit
Contact Details
Documents
Actions
Assign Within My Group
Change Alert Settings
Edit Request Details
Upload Document
Close Case
Take Ownership

Expiry Date: 24 Bp0St A |All sources

Status: Internal Transfer

Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

Date request received:

Applicant Details

Title: Other:

First Name: *Surname:

Organisation: iretired

Applicant Type: iPrivate Individuals .ﬂ Other:

Contact Details (Mailing or email address required)

Address Linel:
Address Line2:

Address Line3: iBushey

Town/City: fHerts

Postcode: Country: United Kingdom )

Email:

Telephone: Fax: | |

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,4453,68

01/02/2005



Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details

Request: SISO 27 -0 1 -2005-092733-004

Days Left: 18

Workfiow Options
Internal Transfer
View
Audit Trail
Comments Log
Saved Search Result
Contact Details
Documents
Actions
Assign Within My Group
Change Alert Settings
Edit Request Details
Upload Document
Close Case
Take Ownership

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,4453,68

Page 1 of 2

-

GXAITESTPTCDY
01 February 05

27 Jan 05

Received:
Expiry Date: 24 Feb 05

§AII sources :v] |

Status: Internal Transfer

Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search resulits.

Request Details

Response Format Requested: electronic i

Language Requested

*Enter the request for information:

AUGUST 15th 1967 WOOD GREEN LONDON UFO SIGHTING BY EISSHSRAOMMM AT 2.15am IN THE MORNING AND =]
CONFIRMED BY MOD  PLEASE FURNISH YOU FULL FINDINGS TO ME SOONEST

Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).

To be held by the help desk until allocation. -

01/02/2005



Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details Page 1 of2 -

- *

GAITESTPTCDY
07 March 05
Request: [k 28-02-2005-101918-007 Received: 27 Feb 05 ,
. . Expiry Date: 29 Mar 05 d‘@ lA" Souices E} i
Days Left: 15 Status: Internal Transfer
Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
Internal Transfer The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.
View
Audit Tralil Date request received:
Comments Log
Saved Search Result Applicant Details
Contact Details
Documents Title: Other:
Actions
1 N * .
Assign Within My Group First Name: Surname: _______I
Change Alert Settings Organisation: Zretired !
Edit Request Details . Private Individuai
Upload Document Applicant Type: I rivate ‘ndividuais Other:
Close Case
Take Ownership Contact Details (Mailing or email address required)
Address Linel:
Address Line2:
Address Line3: iBushey {
Town/City: iHerts E
Postcode: Country: United Kingdom
Email:
Telephone: Fax:

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/InternalTransfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,8494,72 07/03/2005




Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details Page 1 of 2 -

»

GXAITESTPTCD:
07 March 05

Request: _28—02-2005-101918-007 Received: 27 Feb 05

b 4 Left: Expiry Date: 29 Mar 05 A |All sources
ays Leit: 15 Status: Internal Transfer

Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.

Internal Transfer The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

View

Audit Trail Request Details

Comments Log
Saved Search Resuit
Contact Details

Response Format Requested: fhardcopy § Language Requested | Welsh

*Enter the request for information:

Documents
Actions ject: august 15th 1967 i viewed a ufo with _over Tottenam/Wood Green area at 02.10 amd
Assign Within My Group burnt on the face and at that time the MOD took the full details and_\ﬁv vaghinterviewed in London AT
) the MOD offices dept.s4F air..

Change Alert Settings I require full report on this please under the freedom of information act..

Edit Request Details Als_ﬁag involed with the MOD in a big way back in the early 1970s at Banbury Oxon when the MOD requested
Upload Document i fri i nd.i headlin

Close Case

Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).
To be held by the help desk until allocation.

Take Ownership

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,8494,72 07/03/2005



infosubject: august 15th 1967 i viewed a W over
Tottenam/Wood Green area at 02.10 amd s burnt on the face and
at that time the MOD took the full details and was interviewed in
London AT the MOD offices dept.s4F air..

| require full report on this please under the freedom of information act...

Also Was involed with the MOD in a big way back in the early 1970s at
Banbury Oxon when the MOD requested actual UFO reports from him and it
was headlines in the news..

I need info on all this to as i am lecturing and the info is VERY important..
Yours Sincerely,




Page 1 of 1

From: EECICICIN

Sent: 15 November 2006 10:52

To: RS 2o com

Subject: Internet-Authorised: WOOD GREEN UFO INCIDENT - FOI REQUEST

o

Further to your e-mail of 3 November 2006, I have taken action to amend the date of the
Wood Green incident that appears on the MoD website. Whilst the original will remain on the site,
we will attach an amended version so that any changes are clear. This should happen in the next few

days.

Yours sincerely,

DAS Sec 1
05-H-|EEee N 40
MoD Main Building
Whitehall

London

SW1A 2HB

15/11/2006




From: oection 40

Sent: 06 November 2006 06:33
To:

Subject: - FOl written request

A comment from a member of the public which appears to relate to a previous request.
Trust that you will deal.

Regards

FOI Helpdesk

————— Original Message-----

From: feedback@www.mod.uk [mallto:feedback@www.mod.uk]
Sent: 03 November 2006 21:01

To: Info-Access-Office

Subject: FOI written reqguest

Below is the result of your feedback form. It was submitted on Friday, November 3,
2006 at 21:01:14

txttitle yelen 40

txtfirstname
txtlastname:

txtoccupation: retired

txtorganisation: home
txtaddressl:
txtaddress2:
txttowncity: Bushey
txtstatecountry: Herts

txtzipcodepostcode _

txtcountry: United Kingdom

txtemailAddres aol .com

txtinforequest: i draw your attention to the WOOD GREEN UFO seen by_ and
15 other witnesses and have to correct the year for you because the origina
information given by myself to you was incorrect.

__The year was actually 1966 and i would be most grateful if you will rectify this
please. ' = M s i e S

% was actually interviewed AT the MOD in Whitehall by DEPT/S4F/AIR personnel
and also required medical treatment to burns on the face etc..
WVMOD_CLASSED THIS AS AN "UNKNOWN  UFO SIGHTING.....

sincerely

1.?-;1,.2>»:-.~>qm? —ne7

Mg 7 <
'Aémﬂ



I am writing concerning your request for information on the Rendlesham Forest Incident. Your
request has been passed to this Department as we are the focal point within the Ministry of
Defence for correspondence regarding UFOs.

You may wish to be aware that all the surviving MOD documents relating to the Rendlesham
Forest incident have been released into the MOD Freedom of Information Publication
Scheme and can be viewed on the internet at www.foi.mod.uk. A search under “Rendlesham
Forest” will take you directly to these documents.

I hope this will be helpful.

Yours sincerely

S \B\OSN



Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details Page 1 of 2

GAITESTPTCD:
15 February 05

Request: 09-02-2005-115102-007 Received: 08 Feb 05

- S8 Sur 05° L7 1Al sources

Days Left: 16 g)t(:tlt?;:Dat‘ Iﬁfernalafransfer d g

Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.

Internal Transfer The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

View

Audit Trail Date request received:

Comments Log

Saved Search Resuit Applicant Details

Contact Details

Documents Title: Other: -
Actions

Assign Within My Group First Name: *Surname: -::]
Change Alert Settings Organisation:

Eii;:j C:;:f;: :;i:is Applicant Type: |Not Specified .:,i Other:

Close Case

Take Ownership Contact Details (Mailing or email address required)

Address Linel: f i

Address Line2: | |

Address Line3: | |

Town/City:

Postcode: Country: {United Kingdom ~]
Email: ntlworld.co

Telephone: | § Fax:

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT194,6145,68 15/02/2005



Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details Page 1 of 2

GAITESTPTCD:
15 February 05

Request: 09-02-2005-115102-007 Received: 08 Feb 05
" t: Expiry Date: 08 Mar 05 7 |All sources

Days Left: 16 Status: Internal Transfer
Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.

Internal Transfer The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.
View

Audit Trail Request Details

Comments Log _

Saved Searls Rasilt Response Format Requested: Eelectronic E Language Requested [ Welsh
Contact Details

D *Enter the request for information:
ocuments

Actions Can you forward me recently releaseed files on the Rendlesham Forest incident which occurred over the Christmas
period in 1980.

Assign Within My Group
Change Alert Settings
Edit Request Details

It occurred near the USA aif force base at Bentwaters and Woodhouse in Suffolk.

Upload Document I am aware you have much information on these cases.
Close Case
Take Ownership Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).

To be held by the help desk until allocation.

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT194,6145,68 15/02/2005



alfYoccion 0

| am writing concerning your message of 18 January in which you request all
the information the Ministry of Defence has on UFOs. Your message has
been passed to this office, as we are the focal point within the Ministry of
Defence for correspondence on UFOs.

First, it may be helpful if | explain that the MOD does not have any expertise
or role in respect of 'UFO/flying saucer' matters or to the question of the
existence or otherwise of extraterrestrial lifeforms, about which it remains
totally open-minded. | should add that to date the MOD knows of no evidence
which substantiates the existence of these alleged phenomena.

The Ministry of Defence examines any reports of UFOs it receives solely to
establish whether what was seen might have some defence significance;
namely, whether there is any evidence that the United Kingdom's airspace
might have been compromised by hostile or unauthorised air activity. Unless
there is evidence of a potential threat to the United Kingdom from an external
source, and to date no 'UFQ' report has revealed such evidence, we do not
attempt to identify the precise nature of each reported sighting. We believe it
is possible that rational explanations, such as aircraft lights or natural
phenomena, could be found for them, but it is not the function of the MOD to
provide this kind of aerial identification service. We could not justify
expenditure of public funds on investigations which go beyond our specific
defence remit.

With regard to the files the MOD holds on UFOs, these span a 25 year period
and the vast majority contain reports and correspondence sent to the MOD,
filed in the order in which they were received. These records are not held
electronically. Any information released from these files has to be redacted in
order to remove personal data in accordance with the Data Protection Act
1998 and it is not therefore possible to supply all the information you are
seeking. If however, you would like to specify exactly what information you
are seeking we may be able to assist you. In the meantime, the MOD has
released some information on UFOs into our Freedom of Information
Publication Scheme which can be found at www.foi.mod.uk. A search under
UFO will take you to all the classes currently in the Scheme.

I hope this is helpful.

Ministry of Detence

Directorate of Air Staff — Freedom of Information
5™ Floor, Zone H |l

Main Building

Whitehall

London

SW1A 2HB

| das-ufo-office @ mod.uk

247 oty Q005
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-~ AIT Main - Resume Ownership - Edit Request Details

Page 1 of 2

GXAITESTPTCD:
21 Jan 05

Request:
Days Left: 18

Workfiow Options
AIT Main
View
Audit Trail
Comments Log
Saved Search Result
Contact Detalis
Documents
Actions
Assign Within My Group
Change Alert Settings
Edit Request Details
Upload Document
Close Case
Take Ownership

=]

18-01-2005-093235-004 Received: 18 Jan 05 %
Expiry Date: 15 Feb 05 # gA" sources
Status: Open

Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

Date request received:

Applicant Details

Title: Other:

First Name: *Surname: -ij
Organisation: Property Director

Applicant Type: Businesses __;ﬁ Other:

Contact Details (Mailing or email address required)

Address Linel:

Address Line2:

Address Line3:

Town/City: [Nottingham ]

Postcode: B Country: ‘United Kingdom ~1
Email: @ntlworld.co

Telephone: _j:j Fax: |

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/OffLineResponse.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,2985,209

21/01/2005



AIT Main - Processing Options - Edit Request Details Page 1 of 2

- >
GXAITESTPTCD:
18] 05

Request: (TSSO 1 8-01-2005-093235-004 Eﬁ;?x%jéte: 18 Jan 05 ° [Allsources ]

Days Left: 20 Status: Open
Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.

AIT Main The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

View

Audit Trail Request Details

Comments Log

Saved Search Result Response Format Requested: ielectronic E Language Requested I | Welsh

AR BRI *Enter the request for information:

Documents : :

Actions All information on UFO's please. mf;j

Assign Within My Group I

Change Alert Settings i

Edit Request Details

Upload Document

Close Case

Take Ownership Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).

To be held by the help desk until allocation.

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AlT/selectcourse.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT194,2985,159 19/01/2005



veer R

| am writing concerning your request for information about the UFO that you witnessed in
Devon in 1967. Your request has been passed to this Department as we are the focal point
within the Ministry of Defence for correspondence regarding UFOs.

Any surviving information from this period will now be held at The National Archives. | should
inform you that MOD files on UFOs were routinely destroyed after 5 years until 1967 when
they were generally preserved for The National Archives. A few have survived before 1967
and these together with records up to 1977 are now available for viewing. The National
Archives can be contacted at Ruskin Avenue, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 4DU or telephone,
020 8876 3444. The National Archives also have a website giving information about the
records they hold and how to access them. This can be found on the internet at
http://www.nationalarchives.go.uk.

| hope this will be helpful.

Yours sincerely

< \’5\03



Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details

Request:
Days Left: 18

Workflow Options
Internal Transfer
View
Audit Trail
Comments Log
Saved Search Result
Contact Details
Documents
Actions
Assign Within My Group
Change Alert Settings
Edit Request Details
Upload Document
Close Case
Take Ownership

Page 1 of 2

GxAITESTPTCE:

01 February 05

P Received: 27 Jan 05

Expiry Date: | 2 |All sources

Status: Internal Transfer

Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
The new search resuits will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.

Date request received:

Applicant Details

Title: Other:

First Name: I *Surname: j::]
Organisation: i i

Applicant Type: |Not Specified B Other:

Contact Details (Mailing or email address required)

Address Linel:

Address Line2:

Address Line3: § §

Town/City: fTorquay Devon ;

Postcode: United Kingdom g

Email:

Fax: {

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx? sn=CN3RKNT193 ,4451,68

01/02/2005



Internal Transfer - Recipient Acceptance - Edit Request Details Page 1 of 2

GxAITESTPTCDY
01 February 05

o i o

Request:  [SISHISARAD) 27-01-2005-092020-002 : Received: 27 Jan 05 ) s

quest: Expiry Date: 24 Feb 05 4 |All sources =
Days Left: 18 Status: Internal Transfer
Workflow Options Editing the request details will initiate a new search.
Internal Transfer The new search results will be saved and will replace the existing save search results.
View
Aiidie Tl Request Details
Comments Log ‘
Saved Search Result Response Format Requested: telectronic § Language Requested | Welsh
Contact Details . .

*Enter the request for information:

Documents

Actions On April 28th 1967 1, along with 100 others including school teachers, witnessed a silver UFO pass over Torquay,

Assign Within My Group Devon at approx 11.30 am.

Change Alert Settings
Edit Request Details
Upload Document

Close Case
Take Ownership Record storage location of Applicant request (or upload document).

To be held by the help desk until allocation

The UFO travelled towards Brixham, Devon where it remained stationary for approx. 1 hour.

http://aitportal/_Layouts/AIT/Internal Transfer/Internal TransferAcceptance.aspx?sn=CN3RKNT193,4451,68 01/02/2005



On April 28th 1967 |, along with 100 others including school
teachers, withessed a silver UFO pass over Torquay, Devon at
approx 11.30 am.

The UFO travelled towards Brixham, Devon where it remained
stationary for approx. 1 hour.

The object was observed by the Brixham Coastguards which was
reported to the RAF in Plymouth.

According to report the object after remaining stationary over the
town proceded to fly off.

| feel that the HM Coastguards must have made a report of this
sighting to the authorities, as a matter of procedure.

Under the Information of Freedom Act, | would be very grateful if
you would look into this matter.

Regards




	P.27 - MoD no files relating to UFO incident at RAF Lakenheath, Suffolk

	P.34-39 - report no 7 MoD’s ‘Flying Saucer Working Party’ 1951 used to brief Winston Churchill

	P.229-231 - briefing on UFO Policy prepared for Under SoS
 for Defence, Peter Kilfoyle MP 
	P.257 - Copy of MoD policy/position statement on UFOs 2005




